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In New Orleans, Celebration Is Followed By Terror in the French Quarter

The attack that left 15 dead and about three dozen injured followed a distressingly familiar pattern of assailants turning vehicles into weapons.

Police officers near the scene where a man drove a pickup truck into pedestrians in the French Quarter of New Orleans on Wednesday. Edmund D. Fountain for The New York Times



By Jenna Russell, Keith Bradsher, Devlin Barrett and Emily Cochrane



Jan 02, 2025 at 01:08 AM

It was just after 3 a.m. on Wednesday, and while much of the country had already gone to bed after toasting the new year, the party was still going -- as it usually does -- on Bourbon Street in New Orleans.

Then came the sound of a white pickup truck, accelerating. In an instant the city's best-known, most popular public space was transformed into a scene of death and terror.

"We heard him punch the gas and then the impact and then the screams," said Kimberly Stricklin, of Mobile, Ala., who watched with her husband as the truck careened onto Bourbon Street and slammed into the crowd. "It just took a moment to register, it was just so frightening -- it was like something out of a horror movie."

Mrs. Stricklin said she was haunted by the memory of the sounds one victim had made. "I can't get over that girl's screams," she said.

Described by federal authorities as a deliberate act of terror, the attack killed at least 15 people, injured about three dozen others and left New Orleans, a city of 364,000, on edge; investigators said at a news conference on Wednesday that they believed that the driver did not act alone.

The driver, who was killed in a shootout with police, was identified by the F.B.I. as Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar, 42, a U.S. citizen and U.S. Army veteran from Texas.  He had loaded his rented truck with weapons and at least one "potential" improvised explosive, authorities said, and an Islamic State flag was found on the trailer hitch of his rented white Ford pickup.

Investigators work the scene of the attack in New Orleans. Gerald Herbert/Associated Press


President Biden, in a short address at Camp David, said that the F.B.I. told him that the driver had posted videos on social media "mere hours" before the attack "indicating that he was inspired" by the Islamic State.

As law enforcement officers swept through the French Quarter searching out suspicious packages and other potential threats and evidence on Wednesday, authorities urged the public to send tips to aid in the investigation, and vowed to track down everyone involved in the attack.

"We have a plan, we know what to do, and we will get these people," Anne Kirkpatrick, the New Orleans police superintendent, said at a news conference Wednesday afternoon.

For residents watching the events unfold, the day felt both frightening and surreal. Brian O'Brien, 57, a tour guide who lives a block from Bourbon Street, said he woke on Wednesday to find a state trooper inspecting a cooler sitting about 100 feet from his stoop. According to Mr. O'Brien, the officer had said the cooler contained pipes, tape and lots of nails, and a bomb squad arrived soon after to detonate the contents.

Mr. O'Brien recalled hearing a shout of "Fire in the hole!" while he sat, with his ears covered, at a safe distance. "I'm still in shock," he said.

Two officers were injured when police exchanged gunfire with the suspect after he had crashed and exited his truck; both officers survived.

The Sugar Bowl, part of the new 12-team college football championship, had drawn tens of thousands of spectators to New Orleans and was scheduled to be played on Wednesday night at the Superdome, less than a mile from Bourbon Street. It was postponed until Thursday in the wake of the attack.

The victims included Ni'Kyra Cheyenne Dedeaux, 18, of Gulfport, Miss., who was set to start nursing school this month; Reggie Hunter, 37, a warehouse manager from Baton Rouge, La., and father of two; and Tiger Bech, a standout Louisiana high school athlete who played college football at Princeton.

"Love you always brother!," Jack Bech, Mr. Bech's brother and a football player at Texas Christian University, wrote in a social media post about his family's loss. "You inspired me everyday now you get to be with me in every moment."

Dr. Dwight McKenna, the New Orleans coroner, said in an interview Wednesday evening that the number of fatalities could continue to increase in the days ahead.

The attack happened near the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street, on one of the busiest blocks in New Orleans, on one of the busiest nights of the year. Witnesses said the white pickup truck had sped around the corner from Canal onto Bourbon, easily breaking through or evading whatever modest barriers stood in its way.

Security barriers in the area, designed to protect Bourbon Street pedestrians from vehicles, were being upgraded; according to a notice on the city's website, construction work to remove old bollards and install new, stainless-steel replacements began in November, and was scheduled to continue into February, in preparation for the Super Bowl, scheduled to be played in New Orleans next month. 

City officials said on Wednesday that the new bollards were not operational at the time of the attack, and that the suspect drove onto the sidewalk, avoiding a police car parked in the road.

The attack happened just after 3 a.m., on one of the busiest blocks in New Orleans, on one of the busiest nights of the year. Edmund D. Fountain for The New York Times


Kimberly Stricklin and her husband Michael, visitors from Mobile, Ala., said the only obstacle in the way of the accelerating pickup had been a simple police barrier of thin poles. "It was just flimsy," Mrs. Stricklin said.

The suspect, a Texas native, had converted to Islam, a man who had married his ex-wife said, and had acted erratically in recent months. Records showed that he had been married twice, and had reported financial problems to his ex-wife's lawyer in 2022.

Before the authorities identified the driver as an American citizen and U.S. Army veteran, some early reports suggested the vehicle had come across the border from Mexico. President-elect Donald J. Trump quickly asserted on social media that his condemnations of undocumented immigrants had been validated.

"When I said that the criminals coming in are far worse than the criminals we have in our country, that statement was constantly refuted by Democrats and the Fake News Media, but it turned out to be true," Mr. Trump said on his website, Truth Social. 

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland said federal investigators were treating the attack as an act of terrorism. The use of the truck as a weapon, along with the discovery of an improvised bomb in a cooler near the crashed vehicle, led officials to conclude that the driver's goal had been to inflict civilian casualties.

"My heart is broken for those who began their year by learning people they love were killed in this horrific attack," Mr. Garland said. He vowed to "deploy every available resource" to the investigation.

A compact neighborhood, just 6 by 13 blocks, tucked along the curving bank of the Mississippi River, the French Quarter is famous for its distinctive architecture, ornate balconies, European flair and late-night party scene. Vibrant festivals on Bourbon Street, where the attack took place, attract revelers from around the world.

"You're talking about one of the most iconic cities, and one of the most recognizable streets in the world," Oliver Thomas, a New Orleans city councilman, said on Wednesday after the attack. "So when you think about it, this isn't really a message and a shot at New Orleans. This is at America."

Video clips posted by witnesses on social media showed Bourbon Street emptied of crowds, who had fled as the attack unfolded. Bodies of victims lay sprawled in the street, near gutters littered with empty cups and broken strands of colorful Mardi Gras beads. Stunned bystanders looked down from second-floor balconies.

The Sugar Bowl was scheduled to be played on Wednesday night, but was postponed until Thursday in the wake of the attack. Chris Graythen/Getty Images


The attack, by an assailant "set on hurting as many people as he could," had targeted an area where crowds can be found at any hour, said Jason Williams, the district attorney who represents New Orleans.

"New Orleans is a place that doesn't close," Mr. Williams said, adding: "There's always people, there's always people out."

This year's Sugar Bowl, between the University of Georgia and Notre Dame, had been expected to bring as many as 100,000 people to the city, organizers said.

A University of Georgia student was among those critically injured in the attack, the school's president said in a statement. The president, Jere W. Morehead, did not disclose the student's name but said he had spoken to the family.

New Orleans is also preparing to host the Super Bowl at the Superdome on Feb. 9, another event expected to attract hundreds of thousands of visitors to the city.

The incident was the latest in a long succession of vehicle-based attacks on crowds, some dating back decades. The tactic has frequently been used by extremist organizations and radicalized individuals to kill, injure and instill fear, employing one of the most commonplace objects in modern life.

The attack was at least the third deadly incident where a vehicle was deliberately driven into a crowd in a little more than seven weeks, following the use of S.U.V.s to kill five people in Germany a few days before Christmas, and at least 35 people in southern China in November

Campbell Robertson, Kate Selig, Adam Goldman, Lynsey Chutel, Maggie Haberman, Rick Rojas, Richard Fausset, Eve Sampson Christina Morales, Jesus Jimenez and Hank Sanders contributed reporting. Kirsten Noyes contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/us/new-orleans-truck-attack-nye-bourbon-street.html
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For Those Who Don't Trust Tap, There's 'Raw Water'

Untreated water enthusiasts swear by natural springs. Their movement has parallels with raw milk drinkers and vaccine skeptics.

Red Rock Spring draws residents from across the San Francisco Bay Area.



By Soumya Karlamangla
Photographs by Jill Schweber
Reporting from Marin County, Calif.


Dec 31, 2024 at 10:00 AM

The highway that winds along the coast of Marin County offers some of California's most magnificent vistas, with the deep blue Pacific Ocean glittering through veils of fog. But for a handful of travelers, the views aren't the prize.

At one blink-and-you'll-miss-it pullout is a natural spring that draws people from across the San Francisco Bay Area, some of whom drive hours through traffic to get there. Many of them reject water from any other source and drink only what they say is "liquid gold" that gushes from the copper pipes of Red Rock Spring.

"To me, it feels more alive," said Samantha Reich, who collected 50 gallons in water-cooler jugs that she strapped into her sedan with seatbelts on a recent morning.

Samantha Reich collected 50 gallons in water-cooler jugs that she strapped into her sedan with seatbelts.


Ms. Reich, 27, is among a small number of spring water aficionados who believe untreated water, or "raw water," contains enriching minerals that are removed from tap water during the purification process.

Many of the spring's die-hard fans are part of the so-called health freedom movement, which opposes government public health interventions, including vaccine mandates, pasteurized milk and fluoridated water. They now have a powerful ally in Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who espouses many of the same views, including opposition to fluoridated water, and who is President-elect Donald J. Trump's pick to lead the Health and Human Services Department. (Mr. Kennedy has yet to say whether he advocates drinking raw water.)

The trend, however, alarms health experts, who say that spring water devotees are taking unnecessary risks. The country's robust water treatment system, they emphasize, eliminates potentially deadly bacteria and parasites, and removes toxins that can cause cancer or harm children's brain development.

Many of the spring's die-hard fans are part of the so-called health freedom movement.

Francis Cubillo preparing to fill several jugs of water at the spring.


Nonetheless, untreated water enthusiasts across the nation study crowdsourced spring maps and leave online comments as if they are reviewing the latest restaurants. At Red Rock Spring near Stinson Beach, Calif., the wait can be as long as 40 minutes, but the patrons are said to be friendly and the views spectacular, according to Google reviews.

"Vibrations for the soul," one visitor wrote. "Pure water pure magic," wrote another.

In South Carolina, vendors sell fresh watermelon, oranges and pecans behind a rural church near Blackville where people flock to collect water from two spigots in the ground. On any given day, you'll see spring water believers crouching to fill giant bottles at the headwaters of the Sacramento River in the northern reaches of California. In rural Oklahoma, people drive hours to draw from a natural well along the highway thought to contain healing liquid.

In the past few years, Red Rock Spring, one of the rare Bay Area locations among hundreds nationwide on FindaSpring.org, has grown more popular than ever. Longtime devotees wake at 4:30 a.m. to drive there and back before work to avoid the throngs who arrive during the day.

Acolytes in the self-proclaimed "Red Rock Spring cult" have planted squash, tomatoes and other vegetables nearby, and built an altar where people leave tokens of gratitude on the rust-colored mountainside: a stack of nickels, a dried flower crown, fresh figs, a marijuana joint.

In the past few years, Red Rock Spring has grown more popular than ever.

Eve Reiter drinking from the spring for the first time.


Ryan Gonzalez, 44, says that he has been drinking the "miraculous water" from Red Rock Spring for a decade, and that it has made his dreams more vivid and made him feel more resilient against illness. A few years ago, he tried to switch to bottled spring water but ultimately returned to his favorite spot, he said.

"There's nothing like Red Rock Spring," said Mr. Gonzalez, who has to drive an hour each way from his home in San Francisco to retrieve the water.

Mr. Gonzalez, who owns a "botanical barbershop" in San Francisco that uses plant-based grooming products, said he and his family drank only raw milk, avoided processed foods and stuck to water collected from local natural springs.

But he warned against assuming too much about his political views. He voted for Kamala Harris in the presidential race and feared that Mr. Kennedy, despite being aligned on some health matters, would push extreme anti-vaccine views. Mr. Gonzalez said he personally believed that vaccines offered more benefit than harm.

"It's really hard to be a centrist anymore and everything is so polarizing," he said. "People jump to conclusions very quickly."

No public agency tests the water from Red Rock Spring.

Not everyone who sips from the spring is motivated by a belief in raw water.


And not everyone who sips from the spring is motivated by a belief in raw water. On a recent morning, a UPS driver pulled over in his brown truck to replenish his reusable water bottle, a daily ritual he began after he noticed the crowds at the Highway 1 pullout along his delivery route. Several construction workers and campers also showed up to fill their bottles.

Randy Dahlgren, a professor at the University of California, Davis, who studies watersheds, said that compared with other natural water sources, springs tended to be safer to drink from since they originated deep in the ground and the water was naturally filtered through layers of soil that could remove microbial pathogens. Fresh spring water can contain calcium, magnesium and other beneficial nutrients, and may not contain microplastics or "forever chemicals" as some tap water does, he said.

But raw water can also be tainted with pesticides from nearby farms, contain arsenic that naturally occurs in soil, and harbor bacteria such as E. coli and salmonella that can make people extremely sick. In 2022, 19 people in Montana became ill, including one who was hospitalized, after drinking from what they thought was a spring but was actually creek drainage. 

At Red Rock Spring, the wait can be as long as 40 minutes.

The patrons are said to be friendly and the views spectacular, according to Google reviews.


No public agency tests the water from Red Rock Spring. In fact, public agencies had trouble explaining who owned the land from which the spring originated, and its copper pipes. The highway itself is owned by the state's transportation agency, Caltrans. But Marin County parcel maps show that the parking lot where the spring flows from is split between Mount Tamalpais State Park and Golden Gate National Recreation Area, though neither said it was responsible for the site.

And the only way to know if the water is safe would be to regularly test it for the more than 90 contaminants that tap water is monitored for, experts said. Any single test wouldn't be sufficient because a rainstorm could shift the flows and introduce sewage runoff from nearby farms or campgrounds.

"The idea that 'just because something is natural is automatically good for you' is inherently flawed," said Daniel McCurry, a water quality expert at the University of Southern California. "There's all kind of stuff that's perfectly natural that can make you very sick."

Dr. McCurry said he drank from the tap everywhere he went in America, and that a simple, off-the-shelf water filter could remove most of what might worry people, such as trace amounts of pharmaceuticals or lead from old pipes.

And Dr. Dahlgren wondered why spring enthusiasts were "killing the environment" by driving miles for a sip when safe, high-quality water was available from the tap, especially in the Bay Area.

Justina Buong filling her kettle with spring water.


More broadly, water experts said that shunning tap water undermined trust in the public water system, which could have dangerous consequences.

But Red Rock Spring followers remain devout.

Mr. Gonzalez sometimes worries what he and his family would do if something were to happen to Red Rock Spring, he said. His family avoids fluoridated water, and the spring water has become one of the most fundamental parts of his life; his younger daughter has grown up on it, and coffee tastes good to him only if brewed with water from Red Rock Spring.

"When we go on vacation," he said, "it's one of the things I miss the most."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/31/us/raw-water-natural-springs.html
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Ukraine Halts the Flow of Natural Gas From Russia to Europe

A transnational pipeline was shut down on Wednesday after Kyiv refused to renew a prewar agreement that allowed for the transit of Russian gas through its territory.

A Ukrainian soldier outside a gas metering station of the Russian energy giant Gazprom in Sudzha, in the Kursk region of Russia, in August.  Efrem Lukatsky/Associated Press



By Marc Santora, Andrew Higgins and Jenny Gross
Marc Santora reported from Kyiv, Ukraine, Andrew Higgins from Warsaw and Jenny Gross from Brussels.


Jan 01, 2025 at 05:52 AM

The flow of natural gas through a major pipeline from Russia to Europe was cut off early Wednesday after Ukraine refused to renew an agreement that allowed for the transit of Russian gas through its territory.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine had warned for months that he would not renew the prewar contract, which expired at midnight on Dec. 31, because of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Kyiv's decision to suspend the flow of gas through a pipeline that had carried Soviet and then Russian gas to Europe for decades is part of a broader campaign by Ukraine and its Western allies to undermine Moscow's ability to fund its war effort and to limit the Kremlin's ability to use energy as leverage in Europe.

"This is a historic event," Ukraine's energy minister, Herman Galushchenko, said in a statement. "Russia is losing markets, it will suffer financial losses."

The pipeline through Ukraine, built in the Soviet era to carry Siberian gas to European markets, is Russia's last major gas corridor to Europe following the 2022 sabotage of the Nord Stream pipeline to Germany, possibly by Ukraine, and the closure of a route through Belarus to Poland.

The Kremlin-controlled energy giant, Gazprom, issued a statement early on Wednesday confirming that it was no longer sending gas through the pipeline. President Vladimir V. Putin had signaled in a Dec. 19 news conference that the agreement would not be extended. "That's fine -- we will survive, Gazprom will survive," he said.

Because the expiration of the deal was long anticipated and prepared for by European countries, it was not expected to have a substantial effect on prices, analysts said.

The headquarters of Gazprom in St. Petersburg, Russia. The loss of revenue from the pipeline through Ukraine could cost Russia $6.5 billion a year. Dmitri Lovetsky/Associated Press


While the move could reduce Russia's revenue from gas sales by about $6.5 billion a year, it also carries risks for Ukraine. Moscow could decide to bomb Ukraine's network of pipelines, which it has largely spared from attack so far, now that it has little incentive to leave them unharmed, military analysts said.

At its peak, Russia supplied nearly 40 percent of imported gas consumed in Europe, but that has fallen sharply in the past three years. The pipeline through Ukraine accounted for only about 5 percent of Europe's gas imports last year.

Moscow cut gas supplies to Europe after invading Ukraine in 2022, pushing up energy bills and forcing many governments to unveil emergency packages to help struggling businesses and citizens. In response, most European Union member states reduced their reliance on Russian gas, although three countries -- Austria, Hungary and Slovakia -- continued to buy large amounts of energy from Russia.

The Austrian government said in a statement Wednesday that it had prepared in advance and found suppliers outside Russia. "We did our homework and were well prepared for this scenario," said Leonore Gewessler, Austria's energy minister, on social media.

While Hungary had pushed for the Ukrainian pipeline to remain open, it receives most of its Russian gas via the TurkStream pipeline, which runs from Russia under the Black Sea to Turkey.

Slovakia, whose prime minister, Robert Fico, is friendly with Mr. Putin, is heavily reliant on Russian gas, but its economy minister said in a statement Tuesday that it would not face shortages because of gas in storage facilities and alternative supplies.

Mr. Fico, who traveled to Moscow last month for talks with Mr. Putin focused on gas, had threatened to cut off electricity supplies in retaliation against Ukraine if it did not extend the transit deal. On Wednesday he said that the agreement's end would have "a drastic impact on us all in the EU but not on the Russian Federation."

Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slovakia met with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Moscow in December. This photograph was released by Russian state media. Artyom Geodakyan/Sputnik, via Reuters


Most vulnerable is Moldova, a small country sandwiched between Ukraine and Romania. In December it declared a state of emergency amid fears that the end of Russian gas traveling through Ukraine would endanger its main source of electricity, a gas-fueled power plant in the breakaway Russian-speaking region of Transnistria.

Gazprom warned Moldova this week that it would halt all gas deliveries on Jan. 1 even if the pipeline through Ukraine kept working, citing a long-running dispute over unpaid bills. Immediately hit by the shutdown was Transnistria, a sliver of Moldovan territory next to Ukraine that, with support from Moscow, declared itself an independent microstate after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

The energy company there told its customers Wednesday that it would stop supplying gas for heating to private houses. The company would provide gas for cooking "until the pressure in the network drops to a critical level," it said in a statement on Telegram.

That Russia would risk hurting its own proxies in Transnistria, which has been occupied by Russian troops for more than three decades, is a measure of how the war in Ukraine has altered Moscow's priorities.

Ukraine, too, has faced difficult choices. Struggling to withstand relentless Russian assaults both on the front and directed at its energy grid, Kyiv appears to have decided that an opportunity to deliver an economic blow to the Kremlin by reducing its earnings from gas exports outweighed the potential risks.

"We won't allow them to earn additional billions off our blood," Mr. Zelensky said when he announced the decision on Dec. 19 to shut down the pipeline. On Wednesday, he wrote on social media: "As a result of Russia weaponizing energy and resorting to cynical blackmail of partners, Moscow lost one of the most profitable and geographically accessible markets."

In Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, a man walked his dog by torch light in November amid partial power cuts. Alina Smutko/Reuters


The move "underscores just how much the European political and energy landscape has changed since Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022," Bota Iliyas, a senior analyst at Prism, a strategic intelligence firm, said before the shutdown.

Mr. Fico's trip to Moscow earlier in December was a blow to European unity in keeping the Kremlin isolated. As soon as Mr. Fico returned to Slovakia, he threatened to cut Ukraine off from vital energy supplies it needs to sustain its battered power grid. About 19 percent of the electricity Ukraine imports from the European Union flows through Slovakia, according to Ukrainian officials.

Mr. Galushchenko, Ukraine's energy minister, said that halting electricity supplies to Ukraine would violate European regulations, and Kyiv has issued an appeal to Brussels to block the move. At the same time, Ukraine is negotiating with other European allies, including Poland, to import more power and offset any action Slovakia might take.

Ukraine has been working to decrease its own dependence on Russia to meet its energy needs and recently announced that it had imported liquefied natural gas from the United States, via Greece, for the first time.

Mike Ives contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/world/europe/russia-ukraine-natural-gas-europe.html
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'He Saved Our Lives': Former Hostages Recall Carter's Quest to Free Them

The Iran hostage crisis became a symbol of a failed presidency, but for some of those who lived it, Jimmy Carter was the one who brought them home at the expense of his political career.

Former President Jimmy Carter, center, with some of the Americans who were taken hostage by Iran in 1979. Mr. Carter met with the hostages in West Germany after their release on Jan. 20, 1981. Courtesy of Rocky Sickmann



By Peter Baker
Reporting from Washington


Jan 01, 2025 at 12:44 AM

As they sat locked in the same room day after day, week after week, month after month, listening to "death to America" chants and wondering when the bullet might come, the 52 American hostages being held in Iran had no idea what President Jimmy Carter was doing or if he even cared.

All they knew was that he had not gotten them out.

Only later, after the handcuffs and the blindfolds came off, after the plane carried them out of Iranian airspace, after the threat of show trials and summary executions finally vanished, did the hostages held for 444 days fully realize just how much Mr. Carter had done, and how driven he had been to free them -- perhaps, he later admitted, even too much.

Of all the people around the world mourning the death of Mr. Carter at age 100 this week, few could say that he changed the course of their lives more directly and consequentially than the Americans taken captive by Iranian militants at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran in November 1979. For them, the swirl of emotions is complicated but bone deep as memories flood back from those dark days.

"There's no doubt about it in my mind that if it weren't for President Carter, I don't think I would be here now," Barry Rosen, 80, the press attache at the embassy during the takeover, said in an interview from his home in New York. "He took the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune on our behalf, and he saved our lives."

To history, the Iran hostage crisis remains the emblem of a failed presidency, a grievous wound to American stature around the world and a proximate cause of the electoral tidal wave that swept Mr. Carter out of the White House after a single term.

But to at least some of those who lived it, Mr. Carter remains a figure worthy of respect and admiration for his relentless determination to bring them home, even at the expense of his own political career.

"He did his best," said Michael Metrinko, 78, a consular officer at the time. "He was dealing with a time of insanity -- complete insanity, political insanity -- on the part of the Iranians, on the part of a lot of Americans."

Mark Bowden, the author of "Guests of the Ayatollah," said most of the former hostages he had spoken with for his book were grateful to Mr. Carter "for his careful handling of an impossible situation."

Still, over the years there has been a strain of anger among some of the former hostages that it took so long to secure their release. Some, including L. Bruce Laingen, the charge d'affaires and highest-ranking diplomat taken hostage, faulted Mr. Carter for precipitating the crisis by allowing Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, the deposed shah, into the United States for cancer treatment, infuriating the Islamist militants who had taken over Iran.

"They saw it as needlessly provocative and were proved right," Mr. Bowden said. Even so, he added, "their anger was reserved for Iran's Islamist regime and for their captors but also for misguided Americans," including liberal political figures, "who traveled to Tehran to participate in propaganda events orchestrated by the hostage takers."

A letter from Mr. Carter to one of the former hostages. Courtesy of Rocky Sickmann


It is hard to convey to those too young to remember just how consuming the hostage crisis was. Americans were absorbed by the standoff and tied yellow ribbons around trees to demonstrate concern for the hostages. Network newscasts led off night after night with the latest developments, counting the number of days of that America had been "held hostage." Mr. Carter brought much of this on himself by making freeing the hostages his top public priority, even refusing at first to campaign for re-election so he could concentrate on bringing them home.

The crisis had its origins in the Iranian revolution led by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, who installed a radical religious order in Tehran. An ally of the United States, the shah went into exile in Mexico. But as his cancer worsened, Mr. Carter came under pressure to admit the shah from influential figures like former Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger and the wealthy banker David Rockefeller.

Mr. Carter anticipated the consequences. "What are you guys going to advise me to do when they overrun our embassy now and take our people hostage?" he asked his staff, according to a book by his former aide, Stuart E. Eizenstat. Yet despite his misgivings, Mr. Carter granted the shah's request.

As Mr. Carter predicted, outraged Iranian militants stormed the embassy on Nov. 4, 1979, taking Americans as captives. Mr. Carter responded by imposing sanctions on Iran, freezing its assets in the United States and embarking on months of painstaking diplomacy.

He ordered a military rescue attempt in April 1980, but the mission failed because of mechanical issues and a sandstorm, then turned into a disaster when a helicopter crashed into a plane in the Iranian desert, leading to the death of eight marines and airmen. After more months of stalemate, Americans, who had initially rallied behind Mr. Carter, turned on him and for that and other reasons elected Ronald Reagan in November.

Through it all, the hostages waited and worried. Some were beaten. Some were subjected to mock executions. All were cut off from the outside world.

"There was no communication," recalled Rocky Sickmann, 67, then a Marine stationed at the embassy who now lives in St. Louis. "You were not allowed to speak. You just sat there tied up and listening through the broken windows. The city of Tehran, it would wake up in the morning, and you could hear the noise and you could hear the protests."

Mr. Sickmann said he was only allowed to go outside seven times during his more than 14 months in captivity. "You didn't know if you were going to live or die, morning, noon or night," he said. And he did not know if people back home even thought about them. "Who's going to care?" he recalled thinking. "Little did I realize that everybody did care."

A yellow ribbon in celebration of the release of American hostages hung on the Superdome in New Orleans before Super Bowl XV on Jan. 25, 1981, just days after their release. Focus on Sport, via Getty Images


The hostages understood something had happened when the rescue mission failed because suddenly they were moved and dispersed to thwart future attempts. But even today, some of them remain haunted by the American troops who died trying to save them.

"Every morning I wake up, I think of those eight," said Mr. Sickmann, who now works for Folds of Honor, a nonprofit organization providing scholarships to children of fallen troops, police officers and firefighters. "Imagine: Those eight would never have the chance to have a son to go fishing with. Those eight would never have the chance to go to a father-daughter dance. Those eight would never have a chance to walk their daughter down the aisle. Those eight would never have grandchildren."

Over the decades since, some of the hostages and plenty of others have suspected that people around Mr. Reagan plotted to discourage Iran from freeing the hostages before the election, knowing that such a release would benefit Mr. Carter. At the time, Mr. Reagan's associates speculated publicly that Mr. Carter would engineer their release as an "October surprise" to fuel his own re-election campaign.

Last year, a new account revived the matter. Ben Barnes, a former lieutenant governor of Texas, told The New York Times that he unwittingly participated in an effort to delay the release of the hostages. Mr. Barnes said his mentor, former Gov. John B. Connally Jr. of Texas, who was angling for a post in a potential Reagan cabinet, invited him in 1980 to come along on a trip around the Middle East.

During meetings with leaders in the region, Mr. Barnes said, he was shocked to hear Mr. Connally urge them to convey the message to Iran not to release the hostages before the election, promising a better deal under Mr. Reagan. After returning home, Mr. Barnes said, Mr. Connally reported to William J. Casey, the chairman of Mr. Reagan's campaign and later director of the Central Intelligence Agency.

Mr. Connally and Mr. Casey have both died and confirming the account is difficult all these years later. But another book published this fall added more fuel to the fire. In "Den of Spies: Reagan, Carter and the Secret History of the Treason That Stole the White House," Craig Unger, a longtime journalist, connects more dots, concluding that Mr. Casey helped sabotage efforts to free the hostages before the election.

Some of the former hostages remain convinced that they were used as pawns in a political game. But many also recalled Mr. Carter's concern and attention, and how he got to know their families during the long ordeal.

L. Bruce Laingen, the charge d'affaires and highest-ranking diplomat taken hostage, with Mr. Carter in Wiesbaden on Jan. 21, 1981. Over the years, Mr. Laingen and some other former hostages blamed Mr. Carter for precipitating the crisis. Associated Press


"Carter was by far and away the best president we had," said Mr. Metrinko, who has retired from the Foreign Service and lives in Carlisle, Pa. "He was the most humane, the most compassionate, the most honorable, the greatest integrity and decency of any politician that I know."

Historians, foreign policy analysts and even former aides have concluded that Mr. Carter erred by making the hostages such a public cause, both because it gave leverage to the Iranians and because it drained his domestic support.

"I may have overemphasized the plight of the hostages when I was in my final year," Mr. Carter told The Washington Post in 2018. "But I was so obsessed with them personally, and with their families, that I wanted to do anything to get them home safely, which I did."

A final, frenetic round of diplomacy after the election finally yielded an agreement to free them in exchange for releasing Iranian assets in U.S. banks, but in a last snub to the outgoing president, the Iranians held the planes until minutes after Mr. Reagan took the oath on Jan. 20, 1981.

At Mr. Reagan's behest, Mr. Carter flew to Wiesbaden, in what was then West Germany, to greet the hostages on their journey home. "It was an act of really great bravery on his part, because he did not know what kind of reception he would receive," Mr. Metrinko recalled.

Some of the former hostages refused to meet with him, but most greeted him with appreciation. "He smiled and he asked for forgiveness and we gave him a round of applause," said Mr. Rosen. "I think many of us were angry at him. I personally wasn't -- I felt he made a promise to keep us alive. He made a promise to our families that he would get us out. And it was just a joyful period."

Like others, Mr. Sickmann was left this week to ponder the what ifs, including what would have happened if Mr. Carter had not been the one in the Oval Office at the time.

"Had it been any other president," he said, "you wonder: Would they have taken this much interest in our case?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/31/us/politics/jimmy-carter-hostages.html
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How Katz's Deli's Legal Woes Started With the 2011 Zagat Guide

The Lower East Side institution agreed to make renovations to accommodate people with disabilities, long after a "most popular" restaurants list put it under Justice Department scrutiny.

After 13 years, Katz's reached an agreement with the Department of Justice to bring the deli into compliance with rules governing access for those with disabilities. Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet for The New York Times



By Ed Shanahan



Jan 01, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Being a New York City institution has its benefits. It can also have its downsides.

Consider Katz's Delicatessen on Manhattan's Lower East Side. In 2011, the Zagat New York City Restaurants guide ranked Katz's, a palace of pastrami that opened more than a century ago and still draws long lines today, at No. 42 on its list of the city's 50 most popular restaurants.

The honor would come back to bite.

The Zagat guide, the brainchild of the married couple Tim and Nina Zagat and a trailblazer in everyone's-a-critic reviews long before the rise of Yelp, called Katz's a "'quintessential Noo Yawk' fixture" with "'mouthwatering' sandwiches, latkes and kosher dogs."

"Despite 'zero decor'" and "'Army-boot camp' service," the Katz's entry that year continued, "fans of this 'lovable dump' say 'there's nothing else like it in the world.'"

Now, the lovable dump -- famously the setting for Meg Ryan's fake orgasm in "When Harry Met Sally" -- will be getting a makeover after the owner agreed in December to bring the deli in line with federal rules governing access for disabled people.

In a news release on Monday, Edward Y. Kim, the acting U.S. attorney in Manhattan, said his office and the owner of Katz's had settled a lawsuit in which the Justice Department, under an initiative begun 13 years earlier, accused the deli of violating the Americans With Disabilities Act.

Most significantly, Mr. Kim said, the main entrance, at Houston and Ludlow Streets, was not accessible; the dining area lacked tables appropriate for people with disabilities; and the restrooms did not comply with the decades-old disability law despite having been renovated in 2018.

Under the consent decree that Mr. Kim announced, Katz's agreed to make the required renovations within the next several months. In addition, Katz's agreed to pay a $20,000 civil penalty, Mr. Kim said.

Jake Dell, the deli's owner, said in a statement that "we have worked closely with the D.O.J. to ensure our restaurant is fully accessible and welcoming to all our valued customers." Mr. Dell did not respond to questions about how much the changes would cost, whether they might affect business and why it had taken so long to resolve the matter.

The issue of A.D.A. compliance is a thorny one for the owners of many New York City restaurants, especially those housed in older buildings that can be complicated and expensive to make more accessible.

Andrew Rigie, the executive director of the New York City Hospitality Alliance, declined to hazard a guess on Tuesday as to how many of the city's more than 25,000 eating and drinking establishments were out of compliance with the federal law or with state and city accessibility regulations.

But for small businesses with slim profit margins, Mr. Rigie said in an interview, making the changes needed to achieve compliance could be "cost prohibitive," or it could take time for an owner to save the money required for such alterations.

To Yannick Benjamin, who has used a wheelchair since being paralyzed in a car accident in 2003, it is important that restaurants do all they can to comply with accessibility requirements.

But Mr. Benjamin, a sommelier and until December an owner of the East Harlem restaurant Contento, which distinguished itself not just for its food and wine but also for the premium it placed on physical accessibility, said there were other important ways to be welcoming to those with disabilities.

"All it takes," he said, "is to say something like this: 'Good evening. Please let me know if there's anything that I can do to assist you. We are here to help you.'"

He added: "Just those simple words go so long and so far. And I think people forget that."

The lawsuit and consent decree involving Katz's, which were filed together on Dec. 17, ended the U.S. attorney's Manhattan Restaurants A.D.A. Compliance Initiative, which was announced in September 2011.

To carry out the effort, the office said it had evaluated the A.D.A. compliance of the 50 "most popular" restaurants in the city as designated by the 2011 Zagat guide.

Many of the restaurants, Mr. Kim said, required only minor improvements to comply with the law, and the office resolved its concerns related to two dozen establishments over the next few years. Several restaurants closed before the office's review was finished.

In about two dozen cases where more substantial improvements were necessary, the office reached voluntary compliance agreements. In two cases involving chains with several locations, the office sued to force compliance. Those matters were resolved by 2013.

Until December, Katz's was the last holdout.

Interviewed on Tuesday, Tim and Nina Zagat were surprised, and pleased, to learn that the federal authorities had used their guidebook as part of the accessibility initiative.

"At the end of the day," Mr. Zagat said, "it will mean more people are able to come to Katz's."

The deli appears to have plenty of customers already. At midday on Tuesday, the line outside stretched down the block, as it often does. The throng of people waiting to wash down a mountain of corned beef on rye with a Dr. Brown's soda was packed with city residents and tourists.

Lauren Peck and Nick Sauer, both 27 and visiting from Washington, D.C., waited with coffee cups in hand. They were in town for the holidays, and Ms. Peck said she was determined to show Mr. Sauer "all the institutions in New York."

"The counter in there is like something you don't see anywhere else," said Ms. Peck, a graduate student at Johns Hopkins University with a taste for matzo ball soup.

Mr. Sauer, who grew up in Georgia, said he had not spent much time in New York and mainly knew of Katz's "as a pop culture reference."

Ms. Peck had been to Katz's twice before. Both times, she said, she had been struck by the restaurant's tight confines.

"Every time I have been in there, I have thought to myself, 'Wow, it would be extremely hard to be in here in a wheelchair,'" she said. 

"It is tough with old buildings," Mr. Sauer, an engineer who works in construction design, said, emphasizing that he had no specific knowledge about Katz's. "You always want to make sure you do renovations without changing the character of a place."

Ms. Peck said she thought the restaurant could probably afford to make the changes.

"It costs, like, $30 for a sandwich," she said, her eyes wide with disbelief. 

Liam Stack contributed reporting. Sheelagh McNeill contributed research.
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brazil dispatch


Under a Highway in Rio, a Dance Style Charms a New Generation

On Rio de Janeiro's fringes, partygoers have been dancing "charme" to the sounds of R&B for decades. Now, a new crop of dancers is reviving -- and transforming -- the scene.

Video: 



By Ana Ionova
Photographs and Video by Maria Magdalena Arrellaga
Ana Ionova and Maria Magdalena Arrellaga spent several days in Madureira, Brazil, Rio's home to "charme."


Dec 31, 2024 at 10:01 AM

Trucks, buses and cars rumbled overhead, drowning out Marcus Azevedo's voice. In the distance, sirens blared and exhaust pipes backfired. From under a highway overpass, Mr. Azevedo, a dance teacher, shouted over the noise, "Five, six, seven, eight!"

He hit play on his phone, and the first song started blasting from a pair of crackling speakers. Six rows of dancers began shuffling, twisting and popping their hips in unison. The playlist? All R&B classics, from Donell Jones and JoJo to Destiny's Child and TLC.

The dance routine wouldn't have been out of place in New York City or Atlanta or Los Angeles. But we were on the decaying fringes of Rio de Janeiro, a metropolis better known for samba. And this dance is called charme, a style born here in the 1970s as an ode to American soul, funk and, later, R&B.

A dance party on Nov. 30 at the Madureira overpass on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro. The charme dance style emerged in Brazil in the 1970s as an ode to American soul and funk.


This spot, in the working-class suburb of Madureira, has become a temple for lovers of charme over the decades. By day, it's where many hone their moves. Once mastered, the steps are flaunted at nighttime parties known as "baile charme."

"This is a magical place," said Mr. Azevedo, 46, who began dancing charme -- Portuguese for charm -- when he was 11 and now leads a dance company focused on the style. "There is something spiritual, an energy that can only be found here."

But the old-school R&B tracks shouldn't fool anyone into thinking that this is a nostalgic crowd yearning for a throwback. This hotbed of charme is attracting an increasingly younger crop of dancers, who are keeping the scene alive -- and transforming it in surprising ways.

Painted murals by Aira Ocrespo at the spot where dancers gather to perfect their moves.


On a recent muggy Saturday morning, a few dozen people -- from restless children and lanky teenagers to men and women in their 50s and 60s -- flocked to the shady overpass. They were there for a class led by Mr. Azevedo and three other instructors, all part of a program meant to introduce charme to more people.

A small group practiced steps before class started. "It's not hard -- a little step here, a little step there," said Juliana Bittencourt, 30, an administrative assistant, showing a fellow student how it's done. "Charme is medicine, it has the power to cure anything."

Geovana Cruz, 20, a bank teller who had come from Sao Paulo by bus that morning, excitedly stepped into the front row of dancers.

"It's addictive," said Ms. Cruz, who comes nearly every week and whose charme dance routines on TikTok draw thousands of likes. "The more you dance, the more you want to keep dancing."

Geovana Cruz travels hours from Sao Paulo for the baile charme. "It's addictive," she said.


When the first song blasted from the speakers, shoulders and hips began to shift as if by reflex.

"Charme is not just music," said Larissa Rodrigues Martins, 25, a schoolteacher. "It's a place where we share and learn from each other -- not just about steps, but also about life."

On that Saturday morning, the class was already warming up with a simple two-step when Joel Medeiros, 54, a gym teacher, arrived on a bicycle, still wearing spandex shorts from a race that morning. "I came straight here, so I wouldn't miss a minute," he said.

The birth of charme is rooted in the influx of Black music and culture from the United States in the 1970s and 1980s.

At a time when Rio's far-flung, impoverished outskirts offered young people few sources of pride or identity, the rhythm and style of American artists like James Brown and Stevie Wonder emerged as an inspiration.

Video: 

Hundreds of people cram under a highway overpass on the fringes of Rio de Janeiro every Saturday to shuffle and twist in sync with a mob of strangers. The playlist? All the classics of American soul, funk and R&B.

One night in 1980, a D.J.  named Corello was working at a club and decided to mix in some Marvin Gaye. "Now it's time for a little charme, slow your body down," he called out. The term stuck and came to define the homegrown urban dance movement.

After many Black social clubs went out of business in the 1990s, charme lovers moved the party to the nearby Madureira overpass, where they could dance undisturbed.

But the party shut down when the coronavirus pandemic ravaged Brazil. Now, charme is making a comeback.

The movements that define the dance are at once familiar to urban street dancers yet uniquely "Carioca," as anyone or anything from Rio de Janeiro is known. The swings carry a hint of bossa nova's sway; the two-steps have a distinct samba flavor; and the bold hip bounces channel Brazilian funk.

"I guarantee you," Mr. Azevedo said with a smirk, "that there is no place in the world that dances like we do."

Mr. Azevedo said, "There is something spiritual, an energy that can only be found here."

A class for older students at a park in Madureira. Younger dancers are taking charme in new directions.


In the middle of the routine, the dance students waved to curious passengers on a city bus stuck in heavy traffic. When a delivery truck snaked through the columns of the overpass, leaving a trail of smoke, the dancers covered their mouths.

The pace of the steps sped up when another teacher, Lucas Leiroz, took over. He walked the students through a complicated routine set to a catchy, fast-paced urban pop song, his body bending and twisting as if controlled by strings.

The first run-through was a mess; almost nobody managed to follow along. Mr. Leiroz, 28, laughing, stopped the music and started over.

"These faster songs are tough for me," said Marcia de Lima Moura, 63, a retired secretary who started dancing charme in her teens. "But I try to keep up."

Marcia de Lima Moura, 63, in red, and other students on a Saturday late last month in Madureira.


This new, more dynamic form of charme may throw some off, but it's at the heart of its revival, Mr. Leiroz said. "The songs that are played today are the same songs that were played 30 years ago," he said, but "if we don't innovate and bring something new, you start to lose people."

It took eight attempts, but the group was finally dancing in perfect sync. When the song ended, the dancers, drenched but smiling, burst into cheers and snapped a group photo.

When night fell, the underpass transformed into an open-air nightclub. Strobe lights pulsed through the darkness, and early birds settled into plastic chairs with frosty beers. By midnight, the dance floor was packed.

Michel Jacob Pessoa, known as D.J. Michell, plays classics for the public but says, "Today, charme is more Brazilian. And this is part of our evolution."


The crowd was a mix of old-timers and newcomers. Many were clad in stylish sneakers and sported neat braids. Some wore basketball jerseys and gold chains. Both Ms. Martins and Ms. Cruz were there, ready to show off the steps they had learned earlier that day.

The flashiest dancers led an improvised routine. In pairs and groups, others followed, mirroring their moves. The crowd stepped to the right, moved into a cross-step, leaned a shoulder forward and swirled into a turn.

For many younger people, the charme scene under the overpass has increasingly become a symbol of Black identity and culture that is unique to Rio's working-class neighborhoods.

"This is our ancestry," Ms. Martins said. "The previous generation showed us this space where we can express ourselves."

During the nighttime partying, older revelers mostly hung back. They swayed, stepped and turned with more subtle, sensual movements. "We learn from the new kids, and they learn from us," said Bruno Oliveira, 44, a clothes salesman wearing a bejeweled cap. "It's love, it's peace."

People dance into the wee hours. For many young Brazilians, the charme scene has become a symbol of Black identity and culture unique to Rio's working-class areas.


Michel Jacob Pessoa, better known as D.J. Michell, took the stage around 1 a.m. and spun a medley of crowd-pleasers like "Hotel" by Cassidy and "He Wasn't Man Enough" by Toni Braxton.

Yet, lately, he has been mixing in more local talent like Os Garotin, or "the boys," a trio with a contemporary R&B vibe that has become an instant hit in Brazil.

"We're not going to stop playing these songs we love," Mr. Pessoa said. "But, today, charme is more Brazilian. And this is part of our evolution."

Around 3 a.m., the crowd started thinning out, but Ms. Cruz was still on the dance floor. Her bus back to Sao Paulo, a seven-hour journey, wasn't scheduled to leave for several hours.

"My legs are hurting so bad," she said. "I'll stay just a little longer."
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Rebels Easily Toppled Syria's Army. Their Challenge Now: Rebuilding.

 The rebels' path to victory is littered with evidence of Syria's defeated military. It also reflects the sizable task of trying to put the country back together.

The rebel-captured Mechanical Military Academy in Aleppo, Syria. The city fell after just three days of fighting.



By Carlotta Gall
Photographs by David Guttenfelder
A reporter and a photographer for The New York Times and a Syrian translator spent 10 days journeying through central and northern Syria for this article, visiting scenes of battles and interviewing dozens of combatants.


Jan 01, 2025 at 10:01 AM

More than 50 tanks and military vehicles lay scattered and abandoned across the parade and training grounds of an army base in northern Syria, captured by rebels in their lightning-fast offensive that toppled President Bashar al-Assad.

The main garrison building bore the marks of two large explosions, but little sign of close-contact fighting. The assault was over in a day when the Syrian soldiers retreated, said Abu Muhammad, a rebel fighter guarding the base.

The government soldiers left behind a filthy jumble of army life: clothes, blankets, gas masks and helmets, and empty tin cans. Living conditions were primitive, with no windows or doors -- instead, sacks or sheets of tin roofing were fixed over openings.

The base reflected the opportunity for a new government borne out of a well-prepared military campaign, bringing together different rebel groups, whose success surprised even its own fighters. But it also was a measure of the challenges ahead as they look to rebuild a country broken by more than a decade of civil war, depriving and depleting its military.

Syrian fighters investigating an overturned tank, left behind after President Bashar al-Assad's soldiers fought rebels advancing from the north, near a checkpoint on the outskirts of Homs.


Living conditions at a military base near Aleppo were primitive, with openings covered by textiles or sheets of tin roofing.


The country's new leadership recently announced a plan to unite the various rebel factions under one government and for their armed fighters to serve together in one army.

In interviews with dozens of combatants, many said they had already accepted a single command under Ahmad al-Shara and his rebel force, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, and had benefited from uniting their forces.

"The important thing is to be together," said Nasr al-Nahar, 41, a senior rebel commander who said his own group had settled its differences with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. "We are fighting together for liberation."

But bitterness and divisions are likely to continue with forces that remain in opposition, including the Kurdish militia that controls much of northeastern Syria; the Islamic State extremist group, which operates in parts of central Syria; and remnants of Mr. al-Assad's security forces who have shown signs of resistance.

While the rebels are taking over security of the country and its borders, they are inheriting a devastated military infrastructure that will be hard to capitalize on or rebuild.

Fighters for the Syrian National Army, which helped liberate the town of Tel Rifaat from Mr. al-Assad's forces, warming themselves by a wood stove outside a makeshift military base in the town.


Abu Muhammad, a grizzled rebel fighter who was guarding the tank base.


A 10-day journey along the path of the rebels' advance by a reporter and a photographer for The New York Times and a Syrian translator showed that the Syrian Army they defeated -- and are now replacing -- was so ill-equipped and demoralized that its soldiers had laid down their arms or fled in panic.

The rebels breached defenses that had held strong for years, encircling and assaulting military garrisons often without much of a fight. The tank base, which fell on the second day of the operation, was decrepit, its windowless buildings barricaded with a makeshift protection of tractor tires and metal drums filled with earth.

On other bases and checkpoints near the former front line, Syrian soldiers clearly lacked resources. They had dug a makeshift bunker inside a farm building, heaping rubble on top of sheets of corrugated iron to provide protection from shelling, and had patched up shell holes in the walls with a mixture of mud and straw.

"We started the operation thinking we would take only one village, and we took all of Syria," said a Hayat Tahrir al-Sham fighter, Abu Aisha, with a wide grin.

The 24-year-old was hanging out with a fellow fighter, Abu Hamza, 25, in the central park of the city of Hama, lending his assault rifle to local youths to pose with it for photographs. Both men said they had been training and fighting since they were 15 and would readily join the national army.

The guardhouse of an abandoned Syrian military base near Aleppo, now occupied by Syrian rebel forces.


Soldiers who fled left behind a jumble of army life: clothes, blankets, helmets and empty tin cans.


Some of the fighting during the rebel offensive was intense. Abu Aisha said his commander and deputy commander were killed at a main intersection in the first days of the operation. Others were killed and wounded in airstrikes.

But rebel fighters said that they had encountered weaker resistance than in previous years of fighting. Russian air power and Iranian-backed militias on the ground, which in the past had provided much of the glue that held the Assad regime together, had been reduced in recent months.

Aleppo fell to the rebels on Nov. 30 after just three days of fighting.

A fabled city centered around an ancient citadel, Aleppo was the site of grueling fighting when the 2011 peaceful uprising spiraled into civil war. It had taken Mr. al-Assad four years to wrest control of the city from the rebels in 2016, and then only with the help of Iranian militias and Russian troops. Its sudden fall stunned the Syrian leadership.

The main square in Aleppo. The city's fall to the rebels on Nov. 30 dealt a shock to the Syrian government.


Syrians gathered around a statue that depicted Mr. al-Assad's brother on a horse. On the steps, blood stains were still visible from one of the regime's final airstrikes.


"It was serious from the moment Aleppo fell," said Abed, 39, a Syrian police officer, who gave only his first name for fear of reprisals.

"There was no command," he added. "The silence was clear."

After Aleppo, the rebels pushed southward to attack the cities of Hama and then Homs, with the capital, Damascus, already in their sights.

On the roads along the way, tanks and armored vehicles were left abandoned, had crashed or had broken down. Few of them showed signs of fighting, such as being burned in explosions or bearing bloodstains from casualties.

There were some indications of panic. An armored personnel carrier had smashed into the corner of a house in a village, and a tank lay upside down where it had crashed into a trench.

As the rebels advanced, two soldiers, Mahmoud, 23, and his brother Mamdur, 26, serving in separate Syrian Army bases, prepared to desert. The brothers asked that their surname not be published to avoid repercussions.

Mahmoud escaped when rebels attacked his base in the southern region of Golan. He ran through a forest with three other soldiers and sheltered in a village for two nights until their host told them that Mr. al-Assad had fallen.

Ali, 48, who said he had fought in a rebel group for 14 years, guarding a checkpoint on the main road leading into Tel Rifaat.


On the roads heading south were some indications of panic. An armored personnel carrier was abandoned where it had smashed into the corner of a house in a village.


On Dec. 7, Mamdur heard an order come over his senior officer's radio to evacuate the base. The soldiers changed into civilian clothes, left their weapons and rode in a truck to the provincial capital.

At a checkpoint, rebel fighters searched him for weapons but then told him, "Just go home," he recounted. "They knew everyone was running away."

Poor conditions, low pay and disaffection all played a role in the Syrian military's collapse, the two soldiers said.

"They did not fight," said Mahmoud, who was conscripted into the army 18 months ago. "No one loves Assad, but no one could say it."

"Assad forced us into the army," he added. He had wanted to continue his studies but was ordered into the military, where he received a salary of $10 a month. His brother was forced to stay in the army for five and a half years, he said.

The soldiers were happy to be home. The police officer was wary of the new group in charge.

But the rebel commander, Mr. al-Nahar, was optimistic. Hayat Tahrir al-Sham fighters cared about the future of the nation, he said. "Most of them are for Syria, and I respect them," he said.

Two men carrying documents and other items past a defaced portrait of Mr. al-Assad as they sifted through the debris inside a captured police station in Homs.


A vast area of Homs was turned to rubble as the Assad military bombarded and besieged the city for years.


He added that he hoped the new government could work out an agreement with the Kurdish group, too.

For many, the promises made during the rebel's campaign provide hope about the potential for the future -- even if it remains to be seen whether the new government makes good on them.

Importantly, for the new leadership, the rebel campaign was successful because it reached out to communities in the government-controlled parts of Syria and was in touch with people inside the regime's structures, said Ammar Kahf, the executive director of the Omran Center for Strategic Studies in Istanbul.

Their promise that members of minority groups would not be harmed and a call for members of the security services to lay down their weapons sharply reduced the level of conflict, he said.

In the end, Mr. al-Assad's grip on the country was anchored by the fear his regime instilled in the population, the Syrian police officer, Abed, said.

"We hate Assad, and we like life," he said.

A firing position on a roof near a checkpoint in the village of Kafr Batikh.


Ronen Bergman contributed reporting from Tel Aviv.
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1 Dead After a Cybertruck Explodes Outside the Trump Hotel in Las Vegas

At least seven people were injured, the authorities said. They said they believed it to be "an isolated incident," but had not ruled out a connection to the attack in New Orleans.

Video: Vehicle Explodes Outside Trump Hotel in Las Vegas

A Tesla Cybertruck burst into flames, killing the driver and injuring at least seven people. The authorities said they found gas canisters, camp fuel canisters and firework mortars in the back of the truck.


By Alexandra E. Petri, Emmett Lindner and Pashtana Usufzy



Jan 01, 2025 at 07:28 PM

One person was killed and at least seven were injured after a Tesla Cybertruck exploded outside the Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas on Wednesday morning, the authorities said, and officials were investigating any possible links to an earlier attack on a crowd in New Orleans.

Sheriff Kevin McMahill of the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department said during a news conference that the authorities "believe this to be an isolated incident," but have not yet ruled out a connection to the Wednesday morning attack in New Orleans that killed at least 15 people.

Sheriff McMahill said the authorities had found gas canisters, camp fuel canisters and large firework mortars in the back of the truck. It was unclear how they had been ignited, Sheriff McMahill said.

"There is no further threat to the community," Sheriff McMahill said. As of Wednesday afternoon, there was no indication that the explosion was connected to ISIS, which President Biden said had inspired the New Orleans attack, but the investigation remains ongoing, he said.

At a news conference on Wednesday, Jeremy Schwartz, the acting F.B.I. special agent in charge in Las Vegas, said the agency is investigating whether the explosion "was an act of terrorism or not."

"I know everybody's interested in that word and trying to see if we can say, 'Hey this is a terrorist attack,'" Mr. Schwartz said. "That is our goal, and that's what we're trying to do."

The Las Vegas Police Department received a report of an explosion at the Trump Hotel at about 8:40 a.m. local time.

Elon Musk, Tesla's chief executive, said in a statement on X that "the explosion was caused by very large fireworks and/or a bomb carried in the bed of the rented Cybertruck," and said the vehicle was functioning properly.

Police were told that a 2024 Cybertruck "pulled up to the last entrance doors of the hotel," Sheriff McMahill said earlier, at a news conference.

The driver was the only person in the truck, Mr. McMahill said, and had been killed inside the vehicle. At least seven others were reported to have sustained minor injuries.

The person's body remained in the truck on Wednesday afternoon, Sheriff McMahill said, and the authorities were working on identification.

The authorities said that the truck had been rented in Colorado using Turo, the same car rental app used in the New Orleans attack. The authorities had been able to trace the car back to Colorado using video footage captured at charging stations, Sheriff McMahill said.

Sheriff McMahill said the authorities have identified the person who rented the truck but are not releasing their name.

The truck had arrived in Las Vegas at around 7:30 a.m. local time, Sheriff McMahill said, and had gone up and down Las Vegas Boulevard before immediately pulling into the Trump Hotel.

In a statement, a Turo spokesperson said the company is working with the authorities as they investigate both incidents.

"We do not believe that either renter involved in the Las Vegas and New Orleans attacks had a criminal background that would have identified them as a security threat," the spokesperson said in the statement.

Videos posted to social media showed what appeared to be a Tesla Cybertruck engulfed in flames just outside the hotel's lobby entrance doors. Other social media posts showed what appeared to be a line of people being led out of the building.

"Earlier today, a reported electric vehicle fire occurred in the porte cochere of Trump Las Vegas," Eric Trump, Donald J. Trump's son and a leader of the Trump Organization, said in a statement on X. "The safety and well-being of our guests and staff remain our top priority."

The same message was posted by the Trump Las Vegas's social media account. People who were staying at the hotel said they had been evacuated because of the fire.

Tesla did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Oscar Terol, who was visiting the United States from Barcelona, said that he was walking toward the hotel entrance with his wife when he stopped at a food cart right before the explosion occurred. "Those 10 seconds were the difference," he said.

He and his wife stumbled backward and Mr. Terol saw a vehicle with flames and an array of colors shooting out of it, which he assumed were fireworks.

Todd Hansen was on the 27th floor of the hotel when he said he had heard a series of loud popping sounds. He took the elevator down to a waiting area, where he saw smoke and sprinklers spraying in the driveway outside the hotel entrance.

"The elevator area was full of people," Mr. Hansen said. "They would not let you out of the elevator area and into the lobby." He went back to his room to alert his wife and they were both evacuated when they returned downstairs, he added.

Shir Poli, of San Antonio, said that he had noticed a gas-like smell on the floor and in the elevator. He had managed to take his luggage with him as evacuations were underway.

Kerri Ford, of Wisconsin, said she had left her room for a cup of coffee when she was told to leave the building. She was set to be married on Wednesday afternoon, and her wedding dress and marriage license were left in the room.

"We didn't know there was anything going on," Ms. Ford said. "We just happened to come down for coffee and they're like, 'You have to evacuate.'"

The incident comes as Mr. Musk has cultivated a close and highly public relationship with President-elect Donald J. Trump. Mr. Musk has been using a cottage at Mar-a-Lago. In November, Mr. Trump tapped the tech billionaire to help lead a new Department of Government Efficiency.

And federal filings revealed in December showed that Mr. Musk had spent more than $250 million in the final months of the presidential campaign to help Mr. Trump win the White House.

The Trump Hotel in Las Vegas, a 64-story tower on Fashion Show Drive, has nearly 1,300 suites, according to the Trump Hotels website.

Pashtana Usufzy reported from Las Vegas and Emmett Lindner reported from New York.
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Chief Justice Roberts Condemns Threats to Judicial Independence

In his year-end report on the federal judiciary, the chief justice decried violence, intimidation and disinformation and warned against defiance of court rulings.

"Violence, intimidation and defiance directed at judges because of their work undermine our Republic, and are wholly unacceptable," Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote in his year-end report. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Adam Liptak
Reporting from Washington


Dec 31, 2024 at 11:00 PM

Judicial independence is under grave threat on several fronts, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote on Tuesday in an unusually urgent and somber year-end report on the state of the federal judiciary.

"Violence, intimidation and defiance directed at judges because of their work undermine our Republic, and are wholly unacceptable," he wrote.

The report, which arrived in the wake of questions about the court's ethical standards and a drop in its approval ratings, said some criticism of judges' work is healthy, warranted and welcome.

"Unfortunately, not all actors engage in 'informed criticism' or anything remotely resembling it," he wrote. "I feel compelled to address four areas of illegitimate activity that, in my view, do threaten the independence of judges on which the rule of law depends."

One, he wrote, was "violence directed at judges for doing their jobs." The number of hostile threats and communication directed at judges has more than tripled in the past decade, he wrote. "In extreme cases," he added, "judicial officers have been issued bulletproof vests for public events."

At a judicial conference in September, Justice Amy Coney Barrett said she had been given one, prompting questions from her 13-year-old son.

Until 1979, the chief justice wrote, only one federal judicial officer had been killed, in an incident unrelated to his judicial work. There have been a half-dozen killings of judges or their relatives in response to court rulings since then, he wrote.

The chief justice also decried the release on the internet of judges' home addresses and phone numbers, leading to "angry, profane phone calls" and "visits to the judge's home, whether by a group of protesters or, worse, an unstable individual carrying a cache of weapons."

After the Supreme Court in 2022 overturned Roe v. Wade, which had established a constitutional right to abortion, there were protests at the houses of justices in the majority, and an armed man was arrested near the home of Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh. The man, Nicholas John Roske, was charged with attempted murder and has pleaded not guilty.

Politicians bore some blame, the chief justice wrote.

"Public officials, too, regrettably have engaged in recent attempts to intimidate judges -- for example, suggesting political bias in the judge's adverse rulings without a credible basis for such allegations," Chief Justice Roberts wrote, adding: "Public officials certainly have a right to criticize the work of the judiciary, but they should be mindful that intemperance in their statements when it comes to judges may prompt dangerous reactions by others."

The chief justice did not name names, although he has singled out public officials on a couple of occasions. In 2018, for instance, he issued a statement rebuking President Donald J. Trump for calling a judge who had ruled against his administration's asylum policy "an Obama judge."

The chief justice said at the time that "we do not have Obama judges or Trump judges, Bush judges or Clinton judges," adding: "What we have is an extraordinary group of dedicated judges doing their level best to do equal right to those appearing before them."

In 2020, Chief Justice Roberts denounced remarks by Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, a Democrat, who had castigated two of Mr. Trump's appointees, Justices Kavanaugh and Neil M. Gorsuch, at a rally outside the court. "You have released the whirlwind, and you will pay the price," Mr. Schumer said. "You will not know what hit you if you go forward with these awful decisions."

Chief Justice Roberts responded at the time: "Justices know that criticism comes with the territory, but threatening statements of this sort from the highest levels of government are not only inappropriate, they are dangerous."

A third threat to judicial independence, he wrote on Tuesday, was disinformation about the work of the courts amplified by social media. Some of it, he said, was the product of "a new and growing concern from abroad."

"In recent years, hostile foreign state actors have accelerated their efforts to attack all branches of our government, including the judiciary," the chief justice wrote. "In some instances, these outside agents feed false information into the marketplace of ideas. For example, bots distort judicial decisions, using fake or exaggerated narratives to foment discord within our democracy.

"In other cases, hackers steal information -- often confidential and highly sensitive -- for nefarious purposes, sometimes for private benefit and other times for the use of state actors themselves. Either way, because these actors distort our judicial system in ways that compromise the public's confidence in our processes and outcomes, we must as a nation publicize the risks and take all appropriate measures to stop them."

The court will hear arguments next week on the constitutionality of a law that could effectively ban TikTok based on fears that its Chinese parent may use it to spread covert disinformation or to retrieve sensitive information about American users.

Chief Justice Roberts noted a fourth concern: the possibility that the courts' rulings will be disobeyed.

"It is not in the nature of judicial work to make everyone happy," he wrote. "Most cases have a winner and a loser.

"Every administration suffers defeats in the court system -- sometimes in cases with major ramifications for executive or legislative power or other consequential topics. Nevertheless, for the past several decades, the decisions of the courts, popular or not, have been followed."

That is not a given, Chief Justice Roberts wrote. "Within the past few years, however, elected officials from across the political spectrum have raised the specter of open disregard for federal court rulings," he wrote. "These dangerous suggestions, however sporadic, must be soundly rejected."
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12 Predictions for Life in 2025

What will we wear, eat, buy, believe, desire?

Here are some educated guesses about what may be in the cards for next year.



By The Styles Desk



Dec 29, 2024 at 10:01 AM

At the start of the year, did you foresee the fascination with what Gen Z-ers think, wear and do starting to fizzle? How about the explosion of theme dressing on red carpets? Or rosettes blooming as a popular motif in fashion?

We did. Looking back on the past 12 months, those three phenomena were among the most accurate predictions that The New York Times made about fashion and lifestyle trends for 2024.

What might 2025 have in store? If the hypotheses we put forth below are accurate, it will be artificial, medieval, whimsical and green -- but not because of brats. -- Anthony Rotunno, fashion news editor, Styles

12. Minds Drift to Medieval Times

Jousting the days away. DigitalVision Vectors/Getty Images


Remember when all of those men were thinking about the Roman Empire? Next year, a different historical period seems poised to infiltrate minds: the Middle Ages. There have been indications that a fresh fascination with medieval times may be taking hold. Chappell Roan performed at this year's MTV Video Music Awards in a suit of armor. Dior sent chain mail down the runway at a show inspired by Mary, Queen of Scots. A rakish, pickle-blessing priest at a Renaissance festival in New York became an unlikely TikTok star.

Instead of being "demure," people in 2025 will start readying themselves for battle, or at least try casting away their phones to party like it's 999. -- Callie Holtermann, reporter, Styles

11. A Hunger for the Artificial

An embrace of all things greasy and salty. Maskot/Getty Images


Whether or not Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is confirmed to lead the Department of Health and Human Services, the prospect of his overseeing the nation's well-being could be enough to inspire a run on all things artificial as a backlash to Mr. Kennedy's Make America Healthy Again movement.

Look out for commuters swigging Diet Coke for breakfast on the subway; candy-colored cocktails spilling out of plastic cups at bars; lines around the block at fast-food restaurants; and the fake fur, fake leather and fake gold associated with the aesthetics of Forever 21 at its peak in the early 2000s. No more indie sleaze, just sleaze. -- Dani Blum, reporter, Well

10. Protests Get Punk

The band Pussy Riot's punk demonstrations might soon flavor more protests. Anatoly Maltsev/European Pressphoto Agency


A few years ago, burdened by student debt, inflation, job insecurity, climate change and the coronavirus pandemic, Gen Z-ers laid the groundwork for a bout of nihilism. Now, the national mood might be shifting toward nihilism's more politically inclined cousin -- punk.

As the incoming Trump administration seeks to dismantle the established bureaucracy, Democrats are grappling with their own need to get gritty. Traditional protest appears to be on pause; a hastily arranged women's march in Washington after the November election had low attendance and enthusiasm. The march's organizers are hoping to make more noise at another event next month, two days before the inauguration. Perhaps activism will look more unorthodox and inventive this time -- more like the vigilante tactics of the Russian band Pussy Riot, but made in America. -- Anya Strzemien, senior staff editor, Styles

9. Tartan Takes on New Relevance

A bold print for volatile times. Robert Ormerod for The New York Times


With 2025 expected to channel this year's political unrest, tartan, the textile that designers like Vivienne Westwood have used to challenge the ideals it was created to represent -- structure, conformity, loyalty -- seems poised for a resurgence. The British footwear label Underground has covered its signature creeper shoe in tartan as part of a collaboration with Solene Lescouet, a French designer; Jessi Regina, a digital creator, has started styling tartan with streetwear in Instagram posts; and the brand Chopova Lowena in London has modernized tartan skirts by holding them together with carabiners.

For some, tartan will be top of mind mere days after the start of the new year, when the third season of "The Traitors," the reality television show full of Scottish finery, premieres on Jan. 9. Whether used to challenge conformity, flaunt loyalty or enliven an on-screen wardrobe, look out for more of the textile. -- Geordon Wollner, news assistant

8. Pandan Becomes a Star Ingredient

Pandan gives foods like honeycomb cake a distinct green color. Rachel Vanni for The New York Times


Pandan, also known as screw pine leaf, is a staple flavoring in Southeast Asian cooking, imparting a sweetly grassy, almost vanilla-like taste -- and sometimes a pale green color -- to dishes including kaya toast, honeycomb cake and nasi lemak.

Many bakeries and coffee shops already offer pandan treats -- try the pandan latte at Le Phin in New York City or the kaya bun at Breadbelly in San Francisco. The ingredient's growing popularity has put it on track to achieve what some, myself included, see as a telling sign of trendiness: arriving at Trader Joe's. After a year of brat green, brace yourself for pandan green. -- Mia Leimkuhler, newsletter editor, Cooking

7. A New Crypto Craze

Interest in cryptocurrency is on the up and up. Mark Humphrey/Associated Press


Cryptocurrencies seemed dead as doornails after the collapse of FTX. The price of Bitcoin tumbled from its 2021 highs, and many start-ups in the space fizzled out. Then, President-elect Donald J. Trump retook the White House and gave a full-throated endorsement of crypto, fueling what is likely to be a new age of digital get-rich-quick traders and hustlers. Haliey Welch, better known as Hawk Tuah Girl, has started her own meme currency; pro-crypto technologists are landing positions in the new Trump administration; and the price of Bitcoin has soared past $100,000.

I chuckled in October when The Black Keys shilled for one of crypto's biggest political action committees before the election. Perhaps the fading rockers saw what was coming? -- Mike Isaac, technology reporter, Business

6. The United States of Merchandise

Imagine Oval Office-scented candles. Scott McIntyre for The New York Times


Forget White House M&M's -- with an incoming president who turned a baseball cap into a pledge of allegiance and made merchandise out of not only his mug shot, but also the suit he wore in his mug shot, it is but a matter of time before more elaborate souvenirs of the second Trump term are available for purchase. New Trump perfumes have already been released; Elon Musk has teased merch for the new Department of Government Efficiency; and the potential next F.B.I. chief, Kash Patel, comes complete with his own K$H product line.

What could be next? Scent of the Oval? A build-your-own-wall kit? Crime-buster shades? Maybe just a treasury friendship bracelet, with gold beads. Whatever the answer, you can bet it's going to be more than a button. -- Vanessa Friedman, fashion director, Styles

5. Whimsy Drowns Out Quiet Luxury

There seems to be a bag charm for every type of person nowadays. Bloomingdale's


Minimalist brands like the Row and Toteme have long had a grip on stylish people who can afford their simple but pricey pieces. But as the years wear on, and cultural and political winds shift, some have started to look for ways to make luxury a bit less quiet. One solution has been whimsy. Consider, for instance, the fanciful charms dangling from a growing number of handbags, or the vintage (or vintage-inspired) jewelry that many fashion influencers have been drawn to lately.

The desire to express one's individuality through clothes and accessories is evergreen, but the recent focus on personal style may be partly the result of algorithms that can recycle the same outfits on our social media feeds ad nauseam. As it intensifies, expect more people to be seeking out those special items that are uniquely them. -- Marie Solis, staff editor, Styles

4. Ramaswamy vs. Musk

Will a partnership between Vivek Ramaswamy and Elon Musk turn into a rivalry? Maansi Srivastava and Eric Lee/The New York Times


Leaving aside the seeming inefficiency of setting up a Department of Government Efficiency with not one but two leaders, the political partnership between Vivek Ramaswamy and Elon Musk makes some sense. Both wealthy tech entrepreneurs with a healthy sense of self-worth, they have a lot in common.

But just as familiarity often breeds contempt, the current bromance could well fall prey to the kind of reality-show competition that Donald J. Trump has long seemed to encourage. Men (in government and everywhere) often favor combat over collaboration. Add to that the seeming need of both Mr. Musk and Mr. Ramaswamy to seek attention, and their partnership could be short-lived. A spotlight, after all, usually only shines on a single person. -- Jesse McKinley, domestic correspondent, Styles

3. The Rise of Clinton-Core

Donni's so-called Lady suit looks a lot like those worn by a certain former first lady. Angi Welsch 


When Donni, a women's wear line popular among the social media set, introduced its holiday collection two weeks after the November election, one ensemble stood out: a two-piece taffeta suit of prim collarless jacket and tapered pants, which bore a striking resemblance to styles favored by Hillary Clinton. On Instagram, a photo showing Donni's so-called Lady suit styled with kitten heels and pearls received emphatic comments from 30-somethings like the model Paloma Elsesser, who wrote, "I am deeply obsessed." Within 48 hours of being released, most of the jackets had sold out.

The Lady suit's appeal could be an anomaly. But it could also signal that Ms. Clinton's style of clothing is catching on with young women at the dawn of a second Trump administration. -- Misty White Sidell, market reporter, Styles

2. Wrinkles Are Embraced

Feeling fine about fine lines. Stockbyte/Getty Images


Between 2013 and 2023, Botox rates for people under 30 jumped by nearly half. The Covid era aggravated our social media addiction and introduced us to the tyranny of video calls, steering many women toward cosmetic surgery. Filler injections soared.

Now there is evidence of a movement against Botox. Celebrities are dissolving their fillers, and "anti-Botox" makeup tutorials are trending on TikTok. Could 2025 be the year of the wrinkle -- or, at least, the year of plant-based skin care? -- Rose Adams, editorial assistant, Opinion

1. A Turning Point in the War for Attention

Serenity soon? Hollie Fernando/Getty Images


If our thoughts this year have felt like pinballs in a machine -- clattering, bopping and bouncing in all directions at the mercy of incessant smartphone notifications -- 2025 will be when we reset the game. Workshops now promise to teach the art of reclaiming attention, states are passing laws that restrict phone use in schools and some people are swearing off their devices in February instead of alcohol in January. And TikTok, known for an algorithm that can make it particularly difficult to pry eyes off screens, has come one step closer to being banned in the United States.

All of this points in one direction: Next year may be a turning point in the war for attention, a moment when many "Marie Kondo" their minds and see what joy might be sparked by clearing out the meme clutter. -- Emma Goldberg, reporter, Business
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Review: The Met's New 'Aida' Stages Spectacle Without Horses

Michael Mayer directs Verdi's classic as an archaeologist's discovery, featuring the shining soprano Angel Blue.

In a new production of Verdi's "Aida" at the Metropolitan Opera, the tenor Piotr Beczala, left, plays the warrior Radames and the soprano Angel Blue is Aida. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Zachary Woolfe



Jan 01, 2025 at 05:23 PM

For a long time, people went to the Metropolitan Opera for the horses.

They looked to the Met, the country's largest performing arts institution, for the kind of gaudily realistic splendor that popped even from the nosebleed seats: huge sets rising and falling, cast-of-thousands crowd scenes, and, yes, live animals.

Over the past quarter-century, most of those aging dog and pony shows of the 1980s and '90s have been replaced. With the Met now facing grim financial troubles, those replacements have tended to be cheaper, with fewer and less bulky sets. They've often been updated, like a "Lucia di Lammermoor" in a trashy postindustrial America and "Rigoletto" in Rat Pack Las Vegas. The onstage menagerie has been vanishing.

On Tuesday, the company rang in the new year with a new version of Verdi's Pharaonic classic "Aida" starring the shining soprano Angel Blue, 36 years since the premiere of the chariot-dotted last one. The sets have been streamlined; an intermission has been snipped. There was not a horse in sight.


The director is Michael Mayer, a Broadway veteran whose work at the Met includes that neon-drenched Vegas "Rigoletto" as well as a "La Traviata" in preposterous Disney princess crinolines. His "Aida," which has some 65,000 seats to sell this season alone, has the carefully strategic feel of some presidential campaigns, desperate not to lose its base while trying to appeal to new voters with a veneer of freshness.

So, during Verdi's delicate prelude, down from the flies rappels a modern-day archaeologist in an Indiana Jones fedora. He gazes around the looming, dimly lit interior of an ancient Egyptian temple, dusts off an object he finds on the ground, and holds it up to a shaft of light. Suddenly the walls fill in with richly colored hieroglyphs and the action of "Aida" can begin.

We are meant to understand that the opera's plot -- a tightly conceived tale of warring Egyptians and Ethiopians torn between love and patriotic duty -- is in part the fantasy of this adventurer and his colleagues, who uncover the story as they tramp through and silently observe the scenes that follow.

The idea is to remind us that "Aida" is a depiction of exotic lands and peoples created by and for Europeans. If you strain, you can hear a distant echo of the influential scholar Edward Said, who included this opera among the Western artworks he critiqued for exploiting non-Western cultures.

During the Triumphal March, the archaeologists parade through, carrying out antiquities. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


But for anyone in the audience who hadn't read an interview with Mayer, it might have seemed like extras in safari outfits were randomly walking around. Only in one brief sequence does his framing device do any clear political work: During the Triumphal March, instead of the Egyptians bringing in the treasure looted from the Ethiopians they've conquered, the archaeologists parade through, carrying out the antiquities that are (if you're of a certain ideological persuasion) simply another, more broadly acceptable version of war booty.

Mostly, though, Mayer's "Aida" is blandly old-fashioned, without real poetry, theatricality or fun. His frame lends itself to this: If the opera is being depicted as an appropriative fantasy, the point is only furthered if it's stagy and stale.

Just as in the old production, the visuals are dominated by weathered hieroglyphs, even if they're no longer painted on. (The company 59 designed the projections splashed on Christine Jones's boxy sets.) The great tenor Enrico Caruso, who died in 1921, would have recognized the park-and-bark, arms-outstretched gestures and Susan Hilferty's Cecil B. DeMille-style costumes. Thrown into the mix is Oleg Glushkov's awkwardly thrusting choreography.

It's great to finally have a Met "Aida" that's over in three hours rather than four. But eliminating the second intermission -- and without even bringing the curtain down between the third and fourth acts -- means that Act III, Verdi's evocative dream of the banks of the Nile by moonlight, has to take place in the same boring temple as Act IV.

Not to mention that making those two acts continuous is jarring, since in the plot at least a bit of time needs to have passed. Mayer makes a bunch of strange little choices like this, with characters appearing earlier or later than they're supposed to. And his production has a last silly notion: The jealous Egyptian princess Amneris, who usually ends the opera in mourning, stabs herself in the stomach at the final blackout, as if she has wandered in from a performance of "Madama Butterfly."

It was possible to take the measure of the staging on opening night, but more difficult to evaluate the cast, which was dominated by the ailing, unaccountably performing Piotr Beczala.

From his labored opening aria as the Egyptian warrior Radames, this usually superb tenor was obviously sick, and it was announced at the end of intermission that he was recovering from a bad cold. Why, then, did the Met's administration let him go on in the first place -- and then return in the second half?

It was hard to tell how this affected his fellow singers. The bass Dmitry Belosselskiy sounded fuzzily distant as the brutal high priest, Ramfis; Morris Robinson was a solid King of Egypt.

The baritone Quinn Kelsey was firmly commanding as Amonasro, the Ethiopian ruler and the father of Aida, who has been captured and enslaved by the Egyptians. She and Radames are secretly in love, enraging Amneris, sung at the Met by the mezzo-soprano Judit Kutasi, who has a loud, wavering voice and a campy gift for staggering around the stage in despair, clutching her head.

Blue, the soprano, has lately struggled to put across the wistful sophistication of "La Rondine" and the stylized sensuality of "Ainadamar." But she was a lovely Aida, tapping into the sympathetically suffering vein of her Violetta in "La Traviata" and, despite some lack of richness in her middle voice, singing with ardent elegance and free, clear high notes.

The chorus answered the score's call for everything from stentorian cries to ethereal rituals. Yannick Nezet-Seguin, the Met's music director, conducted an energetically paced if blunt performance.

A revival this fall of Herbert Wernicke's 2001 staging of Strauss's "Die Frau Ohne Schatten" was a reminder that old-style grandeur is possible in an intelligent, modern vein. I'm fine with taking the horses out of "Aida." But Mayer doesn't find a contemporary analogue for them -- for the kind of visual and theatrical wonder that the Met used to provide better than anyone.

Aida

Continues, with cast changes, through May 9 at the Metropolitan Opera, Manhattan; metopera.org.
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After This Interview, Andre 3000 Performed in Our Newsroom

The rapper-turned-flutist improvised in the middle of The Times's office following a wide-ranging conversation on Popcast.




By Jon Caramanica and Joe Coscarelli



Dec 21, 2024 at 10:53 AM

Two decades after Andre 3000, as one half of the rap duo Outkast, won the Grammy Award for album of the year for "Speakerboxxx/The Love Below," he is again nominated in that category on quite different terms. At the show in February, he's up as a solo artist, for "New Blue Sun," an album of improvised music on which he plays a variety of wind instruments and speaks no words. It's a sonic pivot, but maybe not a philosophical one for a musician who has rewritten his creative approach several times over a 30-year career.

This week, he sat down with Popcast, the New York Times music podcast, for a wide-ranging interview about his journey from platinum-selling rapper and pop star to experimental flutist, discussing what it's like to improvise after a career of writing down raps, the perks of naivete and a tour-saving call from Prince.

Following his interview, Andre 3000 and the band behind "New Blue Sun" -- featuring Surya Botofasina, Nate Mercereau, Carlos Nino and Deantoni Parks -- performed an improvised piece in The Times' newsroom.

Video: Andre 3000 Performs Surprise Concert in The NY Times Newsroom

Andre 3000 and the band behind "New Blue Sun" -- featuring Surya Botofasina, Nate Mercereau, Carlos Nino and Deantoni Parks -- perform in The Times' newsroom.

The full interview and performance can be viewed here. Below are edited excerpts from the conversation.

 Andre D. Wagner for The New York Times


Listen to and Follow 'Popcast'
Apple Podcasts | Spotify | Amazon Music | YouTube

On pursuing genre omnivorousness:

I only started doing all types of music because the people I listened to, they kind of did all types of music, right? I felt like, well, I should try in that way. If, you know, Prince is doing a ballad and then he's doing kind of like this rock, hillbilly, funkabilly song, and then this funk song -- to me, it's like, try everything. Why not? Sly [Stone] did the same thing, George [Clinton]. These are my heroes, you know?

Always in the back of my mind, even with Outkast, I was trying to figure out, "What's a rap-punk-funk hybrid?" Throw everything you love into a pot and then see what it is. This exercise I would do is make fake hybrid groups: "What would Jimi Hendrix sound like if he was in a rap group?" Or: "What would Bad Brains sound like if they were a rap group?" And if you even get close to what you were trying to do, you're onto something different.

On learning new instruments:

It's always been exploration, trying to see what I can get out of the instruments. Almost like a cheap man's version, because I never was a great student of any of them. I was interested in them and I would pick them up. When I first got a guitar, I was really into Wes Montgomery, so I just learned a few Wes Montgomery chords. And then I had to go on tour -- I never kept up anything. So I would take bits and pieces of things and make it into something. So some chords from Wes Montgomery and the Beatles became "Hey Ya!" I was in Guitar Center and this kid comes up and he says, "Man, 'Hey Ya!' was the first song I ever learned -- my first chords." And I was like, "Me too."

"It's important for me to kind of set myself free." Andre D. Wagner for The New York Times


On why he prefers rap made by young people:

I never want to un-inspire anybody or have some negative kind of tinge, because we're all out here trying stuff. At 49, sometimes, I still be rapping. I try it. I wouldn't say it's a young man's sport, per se. But what I'm attracted to in hip-hop, what I'm attracted to in punk music, even rock 'n' roll, is this kind of unabashed, "we're stupid enough to try anything" energy. And I think it maybe started in the '50s when kids first started making their own music. I think that's a gift. No one else can reproduce that. And I think it has a window.

So what you're hearing me say is that as a fan, I don't sit around and listen to older rap music. I just don't. Not that it's not good, because rappers don't get wack. But I'm looking for newness, freshness. I'm looking for, what does someone do different with it? Where did you take it? Because to me, it's about progression.

Let's be honest -- aging is hilarious and cruel at the same time, and we're all going through it, so let's not act like we not. So everybody that's dissing me, saying, "You're just using ageism in rap" -- all these people be cutting their hair off or dyeing their beards. You're trying to be young!

But for me, I'm always just interested in the youth, man, when it comes to artwork. I'll go to watch young people's recitals at music schools, because I want to see what they're doing. And it's not that I'm uninterested in what an older person can do. It's just that there's a certain window of freshness that I'm trying to see. It's always the youth that has the flashlights and the compasses of where it's going to go. Always. I think it's nature's way of keeping things even.

"It's always been exploration, trying to see what I can get out of the instruments." Andre D. Wagner for The New York Times


On his famous speech at the 1995 Source Awards: "The South got something to say!"

When you're in it, you're in it and you're not watching yourself in it. Now in hindsight, I can look back at it, and it's become this thing that people reference a lot. But back then, it was just a response to what was happening at the time. Me and the whole crew were there and we knew how hard we worked. We felt slightly, not disrespected, but kind of unconsidered. We felt unconsidered, and that didn't feel good to me. And that's what came to mind, so I said it right then and there. I was very nervous. I'm not a outward speaker in that way. Big Boi is the more outgoing [one] -- grew up in a big family, and I'm the only child. So if you watch early Outkast interviews, I hardly ever talked. So for me to even go on stage to say that, I was pretty, pretty upset.

On a call from Prince that saved Outkast's 2014 reunion tour:

He was so integral in reminding me of myself. Just really a grown man conversation. We got on the phone -- I'd never talked to him on the phone, and he reached out. And the first thing he said was, "You know what your problem is? You don't understand how big you are." And he started naming names of other artists -- I didn't know that he was even paying attention to music in that way anymore. But he was like, this artist and that artist, they wouldn't even be here if it wasn't for y'all. This is Prince saying this. He said, "You have to remind people who you are." And I'm like, "I don't really want to be doing these songs." And he's like, "Man, I've been there. I know exactly what you mean. I've been in that exact space not wanting to perform these songs." And he said, "But you're a grown man and you signed up for these shows. So you gotta give it to 'em. If you don't want to do it, don't do it. But don't get up there and don't do it." That changed the course of the whole tour.

On improvising live shows:

It is the complete opposite of what I've done before, so there's a freedom that I'm feeling. Instead of just improv, it's more trusting the space, trusting my bandmates, trusting the room, trusting what I have to give on that day, and the reward for that trust is a lot greater sometimes than what you've constructed. It's important for me to kind of see myself free, and I think that's what a lot of people get out of what we doing when they come to the show. Some people cry, some people fall out, some people get up and dance. Some people get to fighting in the crowd. At Camp Flog Gnaw, they started a mosh pit. There's something kidlike about what we're doing that I think the youth responds to.

An assortment of wind instruments on a carpet in the New York Times newsroom. Andre D. Wagner for The New York Times


On the three Grammy nominations for "New Blue Sun":

I try not to think about winning. I haven't prepared a speech in any kind of way. But in this category and this time, I'm really happy that we're nominated because just the nomination says a lot. I like to think of myself outside of the situation, like if I had nothing to do with "New Blue Sun," and I'm a voter -- I would totally vote for "New Blue Sun." I ain't even going to lie! I know a lot of these [nominated] people -- these are very known pop stars and friends. But for "New Blue Sun" to be nominated: for what is, for what it stands for, for what it means, I would definitely vote for it. It's the outsider pick.


Connect With Popcast. Become a part of the Popcast community: Join the show's Facebook group and Discord channel. We want to hear from you! Tune in, and tell us what you think at popcast@nytimes.com. Follow our host, Jon Caramanica, on Twitter: @joncaramanica.

Unlock full access to New York Times podcasts and explore everything from politics to pop culture. Subscribe today at nytimes.com/podcasts or on Apple Podcasts and Spotify.
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Mexico, Betting Trump Is Bluffing on Tariffs, Sees an Opportunity

Business leaders in Mexico say the incoming U.S. administration will enhance the appeal of their factories as an alternative to plants in China.

Mexico emerged as an attractive manufacturing hub for U.S.-focused companies when tariffs on Chinese imports and pandemic shipping costs highlighted overseas risks. Left, the city of Monterrey. Right, the Punto Valle mall there.



By Peter S. Goodman
Reporting from Monterrey in Nuevo Leon and other border states in Mexico


Dec 28, 2024 at 10:00 AM

Like much of the Mexican business world, Daniel Cordova finds himself grappling with an enormous variable looming across the American border: the imminent return of Donald J. Trump to the White House.

Mr. Cordova oversees a factory outside the city of Monterrey that makes heating and air-conditioning units for Trane, an American company. The last time Mr. Trump was president, he unleashed a trade war against China that proved beneficial to Mexican industry. Companies that relied on Chinese factories to make goods for the American market shifted production to plants in Mexico to avoid Mr. Trump's tariffs.

That trend, known as "nearshoring," gained momentum as President Biden extended tariffs on Chinese imports. Soaring shipping prices during the pandemic heightened the pitfalls of relying on factories across oceans. For companies seeking to close the distance between plants in Asia and customers in the United States, Mexico beckoned as an attractive place to manufacture their wares.

Then last month, President-elect Trump threatened the economics of nearshoring by promising to impose 25 percent tariffs on all goods entering the United States from Mexico and Canada. Mexican industry was confronted with a high-stakes question: Was Mr. Trump bluffing, hoping the threat would pressure the Mexican government to halt the movement of people and drugs toward the border? Or was he really preparing to put tariffs on Mexican imports to force companies to move production to the United States?

A factory outside Monterrey that makes heating and air-conditioning units for Trane, an American company. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


The Trane factory is considering whether to shift orders to U.S. plants if tariffs take effect. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


An employee on the assembly line at Trane. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


Hanging in the balance is the pace of investment and job growth in Mexico, along with the availability of a vast profusion of imported goods in the United States -- from fresh fruits and vegetables to auto parts.

At the Trane factory in the industrial enclave of Apodaca, Mr. Cordova is getting ready. If the tariffs materialize, the company could shift orders to its American factories. Yet he remains optimistic that the status quo will prevail, because the Mexican and American economies depend on each other for parts and raw materials for their own finished products. Though Mr. Trump is known to be unpredictable, Mr. Cordova cannot imagine him impeding the movement of products across the border -- a course that economists warn would raise prices for American consumers and slow economic growth.

"We are together in this adventure, the United States and Mexico," Mr. Cordova said, as machines on his factory floor pounded hunks of metal into parts for heating units that would be assembled in Tennessee. "We need each other. A divorce is never cheap."

As the Trump administration vows an expanded trade war, businesses in Mexico are continuing with factory expansions. They assume their country remains central to the most fervent American aim: reducing dependence on factories in China.

Many Mexican business leaders assert that their companies are positioned to thrive during another Trump administration. So long as he proceeds with his promise to increase tariffs on Chinese imports, that will amplify the need for alternative places to manufacture goods.

"Trump hates China more than he hates Mexico," said Isaac Presburger, whose family apparel business outside Mexico City has long exported to the United States. "This is a huge opportunity."

For now, uncertainty reigns. Mazda, the Japanese automaker, is holding off on future investments in Mexico until Mr. Trump's plans take shape. Honda has told investors that tariffs on Mexican-made vehicles could force it to consider shifting production elsewhere.

"If I was a member of a corporate board or a C.E.O., I'd think hard right now about investing in Mexico until you get more clarity," said Shannon K. O'Neil, a Latin America expert at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York.

Daniel Cordova, who oversees the Trane factory, is getting ready for tariffs but is optimistic a resolution will be found.  Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


The assembly line at Trane. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


Metal cases for air-conditioner compressors. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


The nearshoring boom has been bountiful in Monterrey, a metropolis of more than five million people sprawling across a desert valley framed by the jagged peaks of the Sierra Madre. The capital of Nuevo Leon State, Monterrey lies within three hours of the American border by truck. It has a reputation for relative security along with luxurious hotels and restaurants. That combination has attracted foreign investment.

Over the first 11 months of this year, nearly $23 billion in foreign investment was committed to more than 100 projects, according to the state government. Volvo, the Swedish company, recently began erecting a truck factory. John Deere is building a plant to make construction equipment.

On a recent evening, Emmanuel Loo, Nuevo Leon's economy secretary, held court at an outdoor restaurant, serving tacos to a pair of consultants -- one a former executive at Intel, the American computer chip manufacturer. Mr. Loo had retained them to attract investment that could make the state a hub for the semiconductor industry.

He expressed confidence that the Trump administration would not disrupt those plans. He said he had taken assurances from meeting with Donald Trump Jr., the president-elect's eldest son, in Houston just before the election.

"Trump can't do what he wants to do on China without Mexico," Mr. Loo said.

Mexico's role as an alternative to China has in recent years propelled a construction boom in Monterrey.

Wisdom Digital Logistics, which operates warehouses and arranges trucking for businesses on both sides of the border, recently opened a fourth warehouse in the area and is already looking for a fifth.

"We're getting calls from all over the place -- the French, the Germans, the Italians," said the company's chief executive, Edgar Pereda. "They want to know how to guarantee their supply chains, and they're trying to establish a presence in Mexico."

The site of a Volvo truck factory under construction in Monterrey. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


Bosch, the German home appliance giant, has shifted some production from China to Mexico, opening a factory in Monterrey in July. That has generated business for local suppliers, among them Plastiexports, which makes plastic parts.

Plastiexports recently opened a factory in Saltillo, an industrial city in the neighboring state of Coahuila. "I saw the potential for nearshoring," said the chief executive, Baldwin Britton.

Inside the plant, robotic arms plucked lids for plastic storage containers from the jaws of steel molds. The factory had 41 machines in operation. Mr. Britton planned to double that number by the end of next year. "The demand is there," he said.

He saw no reason to worry about Mr. Trump's tariff threats, although he expected the Trump administration to demand changes to Mexico's trade policy. "They will pressure Mexico to limit investment from Chinese companies," he said.

In recent years, Chinese companies have constructed factories in Mexico, making use of a North American free trade pact to gain access to the U.S. market. So long as they satisfy so-called rules of origin -- requirements that certain percentages of parts and raw materials are drawn from North American suppliers -- their products are treated as Mexican made. They qualify for duty-free access into the United States.

Last year, Chinese companies made 42 investments in Mexico totaling $3.77 billion, more than tripling the volume in the years before 2020, according to the Rhodium Group, an independent research organization.

A single industrial park on a former cattle ranch north of Monterrey is home to 40 Chinese companies that have built factories. Developers recently acquired acreage nearby for an expansion.

Within the American political sphere, Chinese investment in Mexico is frequently described in nefarious terms, as the forging of a back door into the United States. But one of the developers of the industrial park, Cesar Santos, argued that the presence of Chinese brands represented a triumph of the North American trading bloc. Chinese companies are employing Mexican workers while buying parts and materials from suppliers as far away as the United States and Canada.

Plastiexports, which makes plastic parts, recently opened a factory in Saltillo, Mexico. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


Baldwin Britton, the chief executive of Plastiexports, said he "saw the potential for nearshoring."  Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


An employee checking the quality of a plastic vase at Plastiexports. Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times


The terms of the North American bloc were negotiated by Mr. Trump, who called it "the largest, most significant, modern and balanced trade agreement in history." If he imposes indiscriminate tariffs on Mexican exports, he will effectively be renouncing his own deal, Mr. Santos said.

The pact, known as the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, is due for a formal review in 2026. Some experts see Mr. Trump's tariff threat as a way to force the Canadian and Mexican governments to agree to an earlier renegotiation of its terms. He could seek to add rules making it harder for Chinese companies to use Mexico as an entry point to the American market.

The auto industry will almost certainly command special focus in any renegotiation. Under current terms, Chinese automakers can set up factories in Mexico and sell cars into the United States free of duty, provided that parts and materials from the region make up at least 75 percent of the value of the finished vehicles.

Seeking to prevent that possibility, Mr. Trump has threatened tariffs as high as 200 percent on all cars made in Mexico.

Auto industry leaders in Mexico note that such a policy would sharply increase costs for Americans.

"It's not that Trump wants to make a commercial war with Mexico, because that would be a war with the United States itself," said Manuel Montoya, chief executive of an auto industry trade association in Monterrey. Rather, he said, Mr. Trump is likely to press to alter details of the North American trade agreement in a way that constrains Chinese companies.

With that prospect in mind, Mexican businesses well beyond the auto industry are seeking to limit their dependence on components from China while lining up North American substitutes.

Mr. Cordova, who oversees the Trane plant, now spends much of his time seeking out Mexican manufacturers that can produce the electronics and motors he has long imported from China. He figures that will limit the company's vulnerability to any policies coming from Mr. Trump.

"We don't know what decisions he could take," he said. "We need to prepare for different scenarios. There are many variables."

The rise of nearshoring has propelled a retail boom in Monterrey.  Alejandro Cegarra for The New York Times
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Lebanon's Economy Reels From War: 'We Are Starting From Zero'

The conflict between Israel and Hezbollah may be suspended, but the damage is immense. "We came out of this war with nothing," one man said.

Destruction in the Dahiya neighborhood, south of Beirut, Lebanon, on Friday. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times



By Aryn Baker and Abdi Latif Dahir
Abdi Latif Dahir reported from Beirut, Lebanon.


Dec 30, 2024 at 10:00 AM

Weeks after Israel's invasion of Lebanon, Hasan Raad went from a decent job and a comfortable life to unemployment and displacement.

The 28-year-old content creator had finished building his production studio in the capital, Beirut, and was saving to buy a secondhand Mustang convertible. As war enveloped the country, he began using his savings to help friends and family and for donating to the displaced. He could not get into his studio for weeks, and his clients, including celebrities, furniture brands and restaurants, dried up.

Then, an Israeli airstrike hit his family's apartment building south of Beirut, leaving them homeless.

"We came out of this war with nothing," Mr. Raad said on a recent afternoon while sitting near the crumbled home. "We are starting from zero."

Lebanon, a small Mediterranean nation still scarred by a 15-year civil war that ended in 1990, has trudged from one devastating crisis to another in recent years. A debilitating economic meltdown beginning in 2019, aggravated by the coronavirus pandemic, cratered the currency and evaporated investments. A blast at the Beirut port in 2020 killed more than 200 people and caused billions of dollars in damage.

Hasan Raad, 28, amid the rubble of his family's apartment building in the Dahiya neighborhood after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike. "We came out of this war with nothing," he said. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times


Banking and tourism have been the major economic drivers of Lebanon's economy before and after the civil war, but both have suffered in recent years.

Lebanese banks remain largely insolvent, have accumulated billions in losses and impose limitations on withdrawals and transfers. The tourism sector has been pummeled by the war, which has triggered travel bans and compelled tourists to leave or cancel bookings.

The war between Israel and Hezbollah, the armed Lebanese group, escalated in September, worsening the already precarious situation. Experts say the war, now suspended in a fragile truce, may have crippled any chance of a swift economic recovery.

After the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led attack on Israel that ignited the war in Gaza, Hezbollah began targeting Israel with strikes in solidarity with Hamas, setting off back-and-forth attacks between the two. Civilians on both sides were displaced.

Vowing to end a year of the cross-border attacks, Israel launched a ground invasion and intensified its bombardment. The invasion was aimed at crippling Hezbollah's forces and infrastructure.

More than 3,700 people have been killed, and nearly 16,000 others have been wounded since October 2023, according to the Lebanese Ministry of Public Health, which does not differentiate between combatants and civilians in its count. An estimated 1.3 million people were also forced from their homes in Lebanon before a cease-fire deal was announced in late November.

Israel leveled hundreds of buildings. Shelling has prompted the burning of olive, banana and citrus farmlands. Restaurants and other businesses have closed, leaving thousands without jobs. The World Bank estimates that the war has cost $8.5 billion in damages. The conflict cut the nation's gross domestic product by 6.6 percent this year, the bank said this month.

A market in Beirut. Experts say the war, now suspended in a fragile truce, may have crippled any chance of a swift economic recovery in Lebanon. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times


To further complicate matters, a global financial crime watchdog placed Lebanon in October on its "gray list" over concerns about money laundering and terrorist financing. The move, economic experts say, could make it difficult for the Lebanese diaspora to send remittances home.

"One in three Lebanese was already in poverty" before the war, said Jean-Christophe Carret, the World Bank's country director for the Middle East department, which includes Lebanon. "Those numbers were bad." The conflict, he said, made "them worse."

Caring for the displaced and repairing the war's damage will place an additional burden on Lebanon's hollowed-out economy.

This is particularly true of the Dahiya, the densely populated neighborhood south of Beirut where Hezbollah holds sway that Israeli warplanes pounded.

On a recent morning, excavators removed debris and mangled vehicles from a landscape of flattened structures. Some stores replaced shattered windows and mounted new signs. The cacophony of scooters and cars sometimes drowned the din of the Israeli drone buzzing above.

Repairing the war's damage will place an additional burden on Lebanon's hollowed-out economy. This is particularly true of the Dahiya, a densely populated neighborhood that Israeli warplanes pounded. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times


For Mr. Raad, whose family has called the neighborhood home for generations, the semblance of normalcy was a welcome reprieve. Hezbollah had begun taking assessments and registering families in the area with the promise of paying them funds for reconstruction, he said. But it was still unclear when that money would arrive, he said.

"This is still a big mess," he said. A home belonging to Mr. Raad's family in southern Lebanon was also destroyed in Israeli strikes.

For the Lebanese, the latest crisis has meant dealing with another painful episode in their nation's history.

Lebanon's economy blossomed after the civil war because of remittances from overseas Lebanese and investment from Arab nations. Then, a monthlong war between Israel and Hezbollah in 2006 caused immense displacement and damage that was repaired with billions in aid and loans from Gulf States and Iran.

But endemic corruption, economic crises, the Beirut explosion and the collapse of the government reversed those gains. A caretaker government now runs Lebanon, and any economic overhauls, along with the international loans they could help generate, are on pause.

A return to war has put those changes even more out of reach.

A large fire erupted in Beirut's port in 2020, weeks after a blast there devastated entire neighborhoods and caused billions of dollars in damages. Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The New York Times


The Independent Task Force for Lebanon, a group of Lebanese economists, warned in a report published in October that around 50,000 registered businesses -- 60 percent of the country's total -- had been disrupted by the conflict, either by physical damage, employee displacement, supply chain interruptions or a lack of customers. The World Bank estimates Lebanon's commerce sector has lost $1.7 billion over the past year.

When Khodor Issa, an operations manager at the Barzakh bookstore and cafe along the commercial Hamra Street in Beirut, returned to Lebanon four years ago after living in China and Colombia, he was hopeful that his country had turned a corner. But crises soon began multiplying, and the latest war, he said, has whittled away at whatever meager success he has built.

Less than a third of the usual participants come in when he holds events at the bookstore, Mr. Issa, 39, said. To attract customers, he has begun doing more online marketing and offering discounts. To scrape by, he has reduced salaries for his staff members and pleaded with his landlord to delay rent payments.

"There's so much uncertainty, and it's confusing," he said. "We are in survival mode."

Khodor Issa, 39, operations manager at a bookstore and cafe in Beirut. When he returned to Lebanon four years ago, he hoped that his country had turned a corner. The latest war, he said, has whittled away at any success he has built. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times


After decades of conflict and corrupt governments, the Lebanese pride themselves on their ability to overcome hardship. But that pluckiness is being tested like never before, said Hani Tawk, a priest and chef.

After the 2020 explosion, Mr. Tawk founded Mariam's Kitchen -- named after his mother -- to prepare and distribute hot meals. After the war began, they went from feeding 1,500 people a day to 5,000 a day, he said. The facility has been offering medical and counseling services, and Mr. Tawk spends hours every day listening to people's harrowing stories about the war.

"I don't know if any country in the world has been tried like Lebanon," Mr. Hani said on a recent afternoon as he drove to buy vegetables and fruits from a market.

"We are trying to distribute hope and love with these hot meals."

After the 2020 explosion, Hani Tawk, a priest and chef, founded Mariam's Kitchen to prepare and distribute hot meals. When the latest war began, they went from feeding 1,500 people a day to 5,000 a day, he said. Laura Boushnak for The New York Times


Mr. Carret from the World Bank said Lebanon could pull through with help from richer countries, but he noted that this time, Arab nations probably would not rush to help rebuild as they did after 2006. It is the end of the era of the blank check, he said, and "going forward, reforms will be critical for financing to flow again to Lebanon."

A new government that earns confidence from donor countries "can make a difference between a recovery that lasts a couple of years and one that takes decades," Mr. Carret said.

To the Lebanese, a recovery that takes decades is not a recovery at all.

Mr. Issa, the bookstore manager, says he is already considering leaving. But Mr. Raad, the content creator, is adamant that Lebanon will ultimately endure.

"This war will not break me or us," he said. "We will rebuild, repaint and make it better."

Displaced people sheltering on the beach in Beirut in October. Caring for the displaced will place an additional burden on Lebanon's precarious finances. Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The New York Times


Dayana Iwaza and Jacob Roubai contributed reporting.
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Coming to a Tiny Airport Near You: New Airlines

Avelo Airlines and Breeze Airways have found success and loyal customers by serving airports in smaller cities, like New Haven, Conn., that were neglected by national carriers.

A Breeze Airways flight after landing at Tweed-New Haven Airport, with an Avelo Airlines jet taking off above it. The two start-up airlines have revitalized the airport. Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times



By Niraj Chokshi
Reporting from New Haven, Conn.


Dec 25, 2024 at 10:01 AM

One cold Thursday afternoon this month, the small airport in New Haven, Conn., was bustling.

A line of cars stretched from the terminal, down the main road and into a neighborhood. Inside the airport, a new, second-floor bar was crowded as passengers on the floor below walked through a gate into one of three waiting planes.

Five years ago, Tweed-New Haven Airport would have been much quieter. Back then, it hosted about a half-dozen daily flights, mostly short American Airlines jaunts to and from Philadelphia. This month, about 30 flights a day were connecting the airport to more than two dozen destinations.

The revitalization of this airport, which sits close to Long Island Sound, is a consequence of long-running industry changes that created an opportunity for a pair of start-up airlines -- Avelo Airlines and Breeze Airways -- to fly from airports that the country's biggest carriers have largely neglected.

"What we're really seeing here is the next generation of industry structure and evolution," said John Strong, a business professor at William & Mary who focuses on the airline industry.

Aviation is unforgiving. Competition is fierce, the barriers to entry are high and success is fragile. After decades of consolidation, four large airlines control two-thirds of domestic air travel. Most of their flights take off or land at large airports, which has made their operations efficient and generally profitable. But over time, the big airlines trimmed service at smaller airports.

Avelo has reported profits for several quarters. Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times


That created an opening for Avelo and Breeze. Both started flying in the spring of 2021, with networks and planes suited to underused airports. The airlines mainly fly nonstop between destinations, often providing direct service where none existed before. That differs from the hub-and-spoke model favored by larger airlines, which route flights from smaller airports through big, central hubs in cities like Atlanta, Chicago and Dallas. Avelo and Breeze also fly small- to medium-size planes with plenty of seats, but not so many that the two airlines might regularly struggle to fill them.

"It's just about the economics," Lukas Johnson, the chief commercial officer at Breeze, said. "You're kind of Goldilocks. You're the right size, for the right model, for the right price and efficiency. And that's really where we've carved out a niche."

The big question is: Can Avelo and Breeze sustain their growth? The history of airlines is littered with bankruptcies and failures. Profits on routes between smaller airports can be modest, and demand can disappear quickly during recessions or when costs of fuel or labor rise and airlines increase ticket prices or adjust service.

Industry experts say that for now, the two airlines, which are privately owned, appear to be doing well. Both have earned loyal followings and have kept costs low and service reliable.

Breeze reported its first monthly profit this year and aims to be profitable for all of 2025. Avelo has reported several quarterly profits, and its chief executive, Andrew Levy, said he expected the airline to break even this year -- or be close to doing so -- with over $300 million in revenue.

"It's not about what kind of food am I getting or what's the lounge like," he said. "What really matters is give me a good deal and just get me there on time. And we excel at that."

Breeze and Avelo are broadly similar. Both mainly serve people traveling for fun or to visit family and friends. They often fly routes that few or no other airlines operate on -- for example, from New Haven, Avelo flies to cities like Knoxville, Tenn., and San Juan, P.R., while Breeze offers flights between Erie, Pa., and Orlando, Fla.; Hartford, Conn.; and Wilmington, N.C.

Both companies were also founded by industry veterans -- Breeze by David Neeleman, the entrepreneur behind JetBlue Airways, and Avelo by Mr. Levy, a former top executive at United Airlines and Allegiant Air.

But the airlines are also different in some ways. Avelo offers cheap fares and few perks. There are no change or cancellation fees, but also no Wi-Fi, power outlets, snacks or drinks for sale. Breeze offers more choice, including options that tap into the growing demand for premium travel after the pandemic, with different seating classes, name-brand snacks and drinks, Wi-Fi, and power outlets. Avelo flies an older generation of the Boeing 737, while Breeze is moving to a fleet entirely made up of the Airbus A220, a smaller jet.

Avelo flies an older generation of the Boeing 737, while Breeze is moving to a fleet entirely made up of the smaller Airbus A220. Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times


And despite their budding rivalry in New Haven, where Avelo is dominant, the airlines hardly compete head to head. Avelo mainly operates up and down the East and West Coasts. Breeze has twice as many flights, including some across the country, according to Cirium, an aviation data firm that tracks flight schedules. Together, the airlines flew about 325 routes this year, but competed on only eight.

"They both have a unique product, a different product," said Michael Boyd, an aviation consultant with the Boyd Group International. Still, he added: "The head offices of those two companies probably aren't exchanging holiday cards."

Avelo and Breeze have given hope to some airports and cities that have lost flights in recent years. American Airlines, which did not respond to a request for comment, pulled out of Tweed in late 2021, leaving the airport with no commercial airline until Avelo arrived a few weeks later.

"Almost every day, I have a conversation with some resident who's excited that they could visit their relatives or go on a weekend trip to Florida," said Mayor Justin Elicker of New Haven.

The airport and the two airlines support hundreds of local jobs, and the flights have increased tourism and connected New Haven's thriving life sciences sector, which has strong ties to Yale University, with other cities that have similar hubs, he said.

For Mia Whitfield, the benefits have been personal. She flies Avelo frequently from Nashville to New Haven to visit her boyfriend, who recently moved to the area. She has taken more than a half-dozen Avelo flights between the cities this year, saving hours on trips from other airlines that require connecting flights and long drives from airports in Hartford or Providence, R.I.

"It's no-frills, but it's what you need it to be," Ms. Whitfield said. "We're just really grateful to have the option. It gives us more time together at the end of the day."

The airport's small size makes it easy to quickly get in, move through security and onto your flight, she said. But there are drawbacks: The one-room arrival terminal can get crowded quickly, and traffic can get backed up during peak times, she said.

The traffic, noise and other environmental concerns have frustrated some residents. City and airport officials say they are working on ways to spread out traffic, and the airlines have avoided flying early and late in the day.

Breeze and Avelo both appear to be doing well for now, analysts say. "It's no-frills, but it's what you need it to be," one frequent flier on Avelo said. Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times


Community members and neighboring East Haven, on whose land the airport also sits, have taken issue with plans to extend the airport's runways and build a new terminal. Save the Sound, an environmental nonprofit, recently asked a federal court to require the Federal Aviation Administration to rework an analysis of the environmental impact of the new terminal, citing concerns that it would negatively affect air quality, flooding and noise.

"There are huge environmental consequences, and they really failed to meaningfully explore these," said Roger Reynolds, the nonprofit's senior legal director.

But proponents of the terminal, which the F.A.A. has approved, said it would help to better handle the influx of traffic, people and flights. Jorge Roberts, the chief executive of AvPorts, which is building that terminal and runs the existing one in a converted hangar, said the effort had been underway since he visited the airport before the pandemic.

"I said, 'You have a gold mine here,'" he said. "The data is showing us there's an underserved market."

Avelo, which flies from 54 airports, says it has served more than 2.8 million passengers out of New Haven. Tweed was home to more than one in five scheduled Avelo flights this year, according to Cirium data. That's twice as many as the airline flew from its second-largest hub, Hollywood Burbank Airport near Los Angeles.

Breeze serves 66 airports, including some near New Haven. It connects Hartford to more than two dozen destinations, and flies from Providence as well as Long Island and White Plains in New York. The airline will operate only a few dozen flights in New Haven in December, but plans to fly a few dozen a week in February.

Analysts say there is room for both companies in the airline industry, though they could be vulnerable if the economy suffers a sharp downturn.

"It depends on how spending changes," Mr. Boyd said. "When discretionary dollars go away, discretionary flying goes away."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/25/business/avelo-breeze-small-airports.html
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China's Leader Nods to Economic Challenges

In a New Year's address, Xi Jinping made a rare acknowledgment of the flagging economy while reiterating the government's growth targets.

China's top leader, Xi Jinping, said in a New Year's message that the country's economy was under pressure. Ju Peng/Xinhua, via Associated Press



By Daisuke Wakabayashi and Claire Fu



Jan 01, 2025 at 03:40 AM

China's top leader, Xi Jinping, veered momentarily from his usual talking points in a New Year's address to acknowledge the challenges of the country's faltering economy and vow that the government was working to usher in the next phase of growth.

"The current economic operation is facing some new situations, there are challenges from the uncertainty of the external environment and pressure from the transformation of new and old drivers, but these can be overcome through hard work," Mr. Xi said in a speech televised on state broadcaster CCTV.

"Everyone should be full of confidence," he said.

Even the indirect reference to the economy's troubles is unusual in an address from Mr. Xi, who uses these annual speeches to trumpet the government's accomplishments over the previous year. In recent weeks, China has become more vocal about the need to take measures to bolster its economy.

The country's leaders in recent months have pledged to increase public borrowing, spend more and cut interest rates to try to lift consumer spending, a stubbornly weak spot in China's economy. China's economy has struggled to rebound after the Covid-19 pandemic, dragged down by widespread problems in its real estate sector and an unrelenting fall in prices.

China is also facing the prospect of squaring off with President-elect Donald J. Trump, who has threatened to impose tariffs on foreign goods, which could mean even greater levies on U.S. imports from China.

At a separate New Year's event earlier on Tuesday, Mr. Xi said the economy grew "about 5 percent" in 2024, meeting the government's stated target from the start of the year. He said the overall operation of the economy is "stable and steady."

Mr. Xi's confirmation of China's 5 percent target for gross domestic product, a measure of economic activity, raised questions about the validity of those figures.

"China's 2024 claim that G.D.P. growth was on track to meet high targets was impossible to reconcile with increasingly frantic efforts to prop up a flagging economy all year long," the Rhodium Group, a consulting firm, wrote in a report on Tuesday.

The increasingly bold measures from the government, such as loosening its monetary policy for the first time in 14 years, does not square, Rhodium argued, with the moderate growth that the 5 percent target would indicate.

Rhodium estimates that China's economy grew between 2.4 percent and 2.8 percent in 2024. It estimated that China can reach between 3 percent to 4.5 percent growth in 2025, and would reach the high end of that range only "if everything falls in Beijing's favor." Analysts have said that the Chinese economy is too reliant on exports and policymakers must do more to bolster domestic demand.
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One Ski Resort's Long-Shot Bet to Survive Low Snowfall and Devastating Wildfires

The closest ski hill to Los Angeles recently sold to an investment group with big plans. But can those ideas work amid catastrophic climate threats that continue to plague the mountain?

Mount Waterman, the closest mountain resort to Los Angeles, is under contract to be acquired by an investment group. Coley Brown for The New York Times



By Josh Stephens



Dec 15, 2024 at 10:00 AM

For much of its 85-year existence, the Mount Waterman resort has drawn skiers and outdoor enthusiasts from around Los Angeles for its no-fuss, no-frills experience.

Unlike all other ski hills in Southern California, Mount Waterman, the closest mountain resort to Los Angeles, didn't make snow (its motto has long been "Praying for snow since 1939"), and it has only a modest warming hut and three chairlifts. But its steep inclines and access to backcountry terrain kept loyal snow-sports fans coming back.

"It's steep, gladed -- one of the greatest places I've skied," said Michael Melton, a board member of the Buckhorn Ski Lodge, a private lodge near Mount Waterman. "It doesn't have the acreage of a Palisades Tahoe, but it has the punch."

That rustic experience will soon get a face-lift -- the ski hill is under contract to be sold to an investment group, Angeles Mountain Partners, with a more aggressive business vision. The new owners, Josh Shelton, an entertainment lawyer, and Scott Towsley, a veteran of ski-area construction in Southern California, have plans for an amphitheater and glamping cabins. They also plan to add a snow-making system and offer a club-membership program that would give skiers helicopter access to Mount Waterman.

Josh Shelton, an entertainment lawyer, and his co-founder, Scott Towsley, a veteran of ski-area construction in Southern California, have plans to add "glamping" cabins and a snow-making system to the ski hill. Coley Brown for The New York Times


But for all of their big ideas, the ski hill has for years been hit hard with existential climate threats. From 2011 through 2017, the most severe drought years in recorded California history, Mount Waterman opened for only a few dozen days as it battled higher temperatures, less snowfall and destructive wildfires.

In recent years, wildfires have come to the edge of Mount Waterman's acreage, threatening to wipe out the resort, and have closed down Highway 2, the main road that leads to the mountain.

If conditions are right, Mr. Shelton and Mr. Towsley's bet on Mount Waterman, which has a potential customer base of over 10 million people within a two-hour drive, could be worth far more than the ski resort's list price -- $2.275 million. But if environmental threats persist, it could be worth almost nothing.

Although the ski industry has been increasingly challenged by erratic environmental threats, snow sports are more popular than ever. Since the 1980s, over 50 resorts in the United States have closed -- and nearly all of the hundreds that remain have had to invest heavily in expensive snow-making systems, as low snowfall continues to threaten their business.

Climate change -- "the No. 1 threat to the snow-sports industry," according to the National Ski Areas Association -- is expected to shorten the seasons and make them unpredictable at many resorts in the coming decades.

For much of its 85-year existence, the Mount Waterman ski resort has drawn skiers and outdoor enthusiasts from around Los Angeles for its no-fuss, no-frills experience. Coley Brown for The New York Times


A 2021 study from Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory found that snowfalls in the Western United States were projected to decrease 20 to 30 percent by the 2050s. And since 2009, over 300,000 acres of the San Gabriel Mountains, which include Mount Waterman, have burned in three major fires. In 2020, a fire came to the edge of Mount Waterman's acreage. In September, a fire breached the boundaries of Mountain High, a ski area nearby, and consumed part of a chairlift.

"Every single year is a mystery," said Mike Reitzell, president of the California Ski Industry Association. "What business goes into every year wondering, 'I wonder how this year is going to go?' without having any clue?"

Despite the climate risks, Mr. Shelton and Mr. Towsley have a lot to be optimistic about: The ski industry's 2022-23 season was the busiest ever, with 65.4 million visits; this past season was the fifth-busiest on record, according to the National Ski Areas Association. The industry in the United States generates upward of $5.5 billion annually. Mount Waterman requires about $4,000 daily to operate and, if 200 skiers show up, brings in gross revenues of over $15,000, said Marc Ramirez, the listing agent for its sale.

The sale raises the question of whether Mount Waterman can maintain its small mountain resort charm. Coley Brown for The New York Times


And although there are more hills operating today than about a decade ago, owning one is still a rare opportunity. "It is less likely for new ski areas to come online completely," said Adrienne Saia Isaac, until recently a spokeswoman for the National Ski Areas Association.

Much of that, said Kelly Pawlak, the outgoing chief executive of the association, is because barriers like "cost, permitting and identifying appropriate terrain" make it hard to build new ski areas.

The scarcity of ski hills is, in part, what had attracted Mr. Shelton. "I'm not sure another opportunity will ever come or exist -- forever -- anywhere near Los Angeles," he said. It's also what attracted many of the interested buyers who reached out to Mr. Ramirez, the listing agent, who said that at one point, he was receiving 50 to 70 inquiries from prospective buyers per day.

Mr. Shelton, who has never skied on the mountain, said he was "consumed by the holy spirit" of Mount Waterman. Mr. Towsley will oversee operations and capital improvements.

Mr. Shelton and Mr. Towsley's ownership of Mount Waterman will be a break from the ski hill's past, which has a history of family ownership. Its most recent owners, the brothers Brien and Rick Metcalf, bought the mountain resort with three friends in 2006 from Lynn Newcomb Jr., who along with his brother, Ren, helped their father, Lynn Sr., establish the ski hill in 1939. Lynn Jr. personally managed it into the 1990s. The Metcalfs had skied regularly on Mount Waterman since they were in high school in the 1980s, when snow levels enabled the mountain to remain open for months on end.

"It's a whole different vibe than a lot of other ski areas that are packed with people," Rick Metcalf said. "People are happy and smiling and having a great time. That's the reason I bought it."

Unlike all other ski hills in Southern California, Mount Waterman, the closest mountain resort to Los Angeles, didn't make snow, and it has only a modest warming hut, pictured here, and three chair lifts.  Coley Brown for The New York Times


When the Metcalfs took over the business, it had been closed for over six years -- after business groups had taken it over from the Newcombs in the 1990s -- and was at risk of losing its permit. The Metcalfs invested over $1 million to repair aging lifts and renew the operating permit from the Angeles National Forest but changed essentially nothing else. Mount Waterman reopened in December 2008.

But, amid road closures, staffing shortages and reliance on natural snow, Mount Waterman has managed to open only seven seasons since 2008, for a total of fewer than 30 days under the Metcalfs. (Nearby, Snow Summit and Bear Mountain, owned by the industry giant Alterra, produce snow on 100 percent of their runs.)

After 18 years, the Metcalfs decided even charm and nostalgia weren't enough for an uncooperative mountain and listed the resort for sale in April.

Mount Waterman has a potential customer base of over 10 million people within a two-hour drive. Coley Brown for The New York Times


The sale includes the ski lifts and buildings and the right to operate 390 skiable acreage under a special use permit from the U.S. Forest Service. The permit allows the new owners to build a new chairlift and establish new runs.

Mr. Shelton and Mr. Towsley intend to make some changes in hopes of bringing in additional income. Besides a snow-making system, an amphitheater and glamping cabins, they plan to offer year-round disc golf and archery, as well as add biking trails and a snow tubing area, Mr. Towsley said. The club-membership program, called Waterman100, is designed to bring an infusion of cash that can fund many of the upgrades. Members will get private access to "powder days," when the snow is fresh; lockers on the mountain; and helicopter access when Highway 2 is closed, which is often. Waterman100 will not affect daily and season pass holders, Mr. Shelton said.

Despite the climate risks, Mr. Shelton and Mr. Towsley have a lot to be optimistic about: The ski industry's 2022-23 season was the busiest ever, with 65.4 million visits; this past season was the fifth-busiest on record.  Coley Brown for The New York Times


Other ski hills large and small around the country have diversified their offerings, with varying success.

Paige Perfect, a spokeswoman for Timberline Mountain, a ski resort area in West Virginia, said nonski activities, such as the Brew With a View beer festival and ARToberfest art festival, were natural extensions of Timberline's core business.

But Bob Maddox, owner of Snowy Range in Wyoming, said renting his space for activities like weddings had been more trouble than they were worth. His advice to other operators: "Don't go bankrupt doing something stupid in the summer."

Mr. Shelton and Mr. Towsley are relying on their business acumen and fate.

"Obviously Mount Waterman is not Mammoth in any regard," said Mr. Shelton, referring to one of California's storied megaresorts. "It's a little funky and needs a little love, and we think it's awesome for what it is."
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I Won't Feel Good About Flying Until the Airlines Solve This

 Trent Parke/Magnum Photos



By Mark Miodownik
Dr. Miodownik is a professor of materials and society at University College London and the author, most recently, of "It's a Gas: The Sublime and Elusive Elements That Expand Our World."


Dec 28, 2024 at 12:00 PM

The airlines are magicians.

They've positioned flying as a minor part of the environmental crisis, using distraction, manipulation and psychology. And we want to believe in their fantasy of air travel that doesn't roast the planet.

The industry is responsible for about 4 percent of human-made climate change, an enormous amount, given that only about 10 percent of the global population flies regularly. New technology and efficiency gains, the airlines say, will allow them to expand their number of frequent fliers and reach the seven billion people who don't fly, without additional harm to the environment.

My Ph.D. dissertation was on jet engines, and I don't see a credible path for the aviation industry to make flying sustainable in the near term. Once I realized this 13 years ago, I stopped flying for leisure. It seemed the least I could do to help people who are most affected by climate change.

In Europe, where you can reach many places by train, the European Commission has taken the airlines to court for greenwashing. Nearly one-fifth of Germans claim to have flown less because of environmental concerns, and France recently banned domestic flights between cities where a rail alternative under 2.5 hours exists.

My children, ages 11 and 13, have never flown. They agree it's best we take trains and boats to vacation at the seaside and in the mountains, and it cuts our family's carbon emissions in half. It means we have to turn down invitations to join friends and family in places reachable only by flying. But my children have also never experienced delayed flights, airport security pat-downs or the stressful game of "Where has my luggage gone?" That everyone accepts these aspects of flying as totally normal is, by the way, part of the magic trick.

You might be wondering why planes can't just go electric like cars and trucks. Many companies are developing short-haul electric planes, and they believe that electric planes could one day compete with commercial jets in terms of cost, safety and reliability. The challenge is that airplanes have to carry all their fuel with them, and the weight of that fuel dictates the size and range of the plane and therefore the cost per person. Because aviation fuel delivers much more energy for its weight than a battery, we would need to increase energy density in batteries more than 10-fold for them to truly compete. That achievement appears to be more than a decade away. And so for now, boarding a commercial electric nonstop flight from London to New York is just a daydream.

American Airlines, Delta and even Bill Gates think sustainable aviation fuel, produced from crops and organic waste, will help make flying green, but these fuels face a different problem. Analysis shows that to manufacture enough of this fuel to decarbonize aviation would require 30 percent of global farmland by 2050. We need that land to feed people.

There are other ways to produce these fuels more sustainably, by reacting hydrogen and carbon dioxide. However, these can't compete on cost with fossil fuels, given the low price of oil and the pressures to keep it affordable for industry and citizens.

So what if the airlines used pure hydrogen as a fuel to make flying climate-friendly? The major manufacturer Airbus is promoting this as a goal. And indeed, hydrogen could power aircraft by reacting with oxygen in the atmosphere to produce nothing but water vapor. But here, too, there are major technical challenges, such as how to safely store liquid hydrogen on board at the required temperature of minus 252 degrees Celsius. Lightweight tanks would need to keep this cryogenically stored liquid insulated and pressurized for the whole flight.

That task is difficult but hardly insurmountable. Hydrogen has been used as fuel for space rockets for decades, and hydrogen gas is available through renewable electricity and water.

What is hindering progress on all of these fronts is that the short-term return on investment on them is low. With no tax on aviation fuel in many countries, there is little incentive for the aviation industry to make serious investments in a less damaging technology.

The only scenario that might save the aviation industry, and persuade my family to fly, is for airlines to stick with the current jet engine technology and pay to capture the carbon planes emit.

The simplest way to increase absorption of carbon from the atmosphere is by planting trees, and airlines have been selling carbon offset credits to their customers based on this concept. But numerous studies have shown these efforts to be mostly worthless. Another problem is that it would take hundreds of millions of acres to plant the 50 billion trees that would be needed to draw down the annual carbon dioxide emissions from aviation.

So we need other ways to take the carbon dioxide out of the air. Technologies to do this exist: The most proven ones involve removing carbon dioxide from power stations where it is emitted in a concentrated form from the burning of fossil fuels. This gas stream is purified, compressed and pumped underground to secure storage in sites such as rock formations.

The value of these carbon capture and storage schemes is debated. The schemes that work are often those connected to the extraction of fossil fuels, which defeats the purpose of trying to alleviate climate change. However, similar technologies that run on renewable energy are now being used to suck large amounts of carbon out of thin air and store it permanently. The process is called direct air capture.

The world's largest direct air capture plant, Mammoth in Iceland, runs off geothermal energy. It sucks air through filters, captures the carbon dioxide, mixes it with water and pumps it underground where it can be stored for thousands of years. Currently, Mammoth is designed to capture and store 36,000 tons of carbon dioxide a year.

But can this technology really be scaled up to capture the billion or so tons of carbon dioxide that airplanes emit per year? This would require access to huge amounts of cheap renewable energy, which is in high demand from many other industries that are prepared to pay more. A case in point is a direct air capture project in Wyoming known as Project Bison. Its goal was to remove five million tons of carbon dioxide annually by 2030, but the company developing the project scrapped its plans, citing the high price and low availability of renewable energy in the state.

Some airlines have begun investing in carbon capture, but the aviation industry has the power to get serious about these investments to eliminate emissions from flying. That would mean ditching the magic show and being honest with passengers about the harms of flying today.

You don't have to go along with the fiction if the airlines fail to act. Why not make a New Year's resolution to join me and my family in not flying for pleasure? Try it for a year. After all, flying on holiday is a luxury and one that is jeopardizing our children's futures.

Mark Miodownik is a professor of materials and society at University College London and the author, most recently, of "It's a Gas: The Sublime and Elusive Elements That Expand Our World."

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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The Panama Canal Has a Big Problem, but It's Not China or Trump

 Tova Katzman



By Dennis M. Hogan
Dr. Hogan teaches in the History and Literature program at Harvard University. His research focuses on Central America and the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries.


Jan 01, 2025 at 06:00 AM

In 2023, on a research trip to Panama, I booked a day tour of the Panama Canal. I expected to hear the usual story about the canal's epic construction, importance in world trade and successful expansion to allow for larger modern ships. What I did not expect was the overwhelming sense of concern, even panic, among people who depend on the canal for their livelihoods.

It was July, the middle of Panama's rainy season. But the rains had been sparse, and water levels in the canal had sunk to troubling lows. Without freshwater from rain, our guide explained, the locks on the canal could not operate.

I remembered that visit after President-elect Donald Trump said recently that the Chinese were threatening America's interests at the canal, and he engaged in some saber rattling by suggesting that the United States could take back control of the passage, which was returned to Panama exactly 25 years ago Tuesday. The handover treaties were a signature achievement of President Jimmy Carter, who died on Sunday; Mr. Trump's comments were in keeping with longstanding criticism that the move was a strategic mistake.

But Mr. Trump misunderstands the true threat to U.S. commerce through Panama. If the goal is securing affordable access to the transit point over the long term, it is climate change, not Chinese influence, that U.S. policymakers should worry about.

Here's why. Sending a single ship through the canal's locks can use around 50 million gallons of water, mainly freshwater collected from Lake Gatun. Though the canal is, for the moment, operating at full capacity, a drier climate and greater demand for drinking water have in recent years reduced the volume of available water. That has forced the state-run Panama Canal Authority at times to limit the number of daily passages through the canal, at one point by as much as 40 percent.

With less rain, the reservoirs fill up more slowly, which means less water available to operate the locks, which means fewer ships can pass. Hence, the 2023-24 drought, among the worst on record, slowed transits and drove up transit prices, causing long delays, more expensive consumer goods and greater instability in shipping routes. These were probably the increases Mr. Trump referred to as a "rip-off."

The limited number of passages has led to auctions for passage rights that further inflated the growing cost of shipping goods through the canal. (The canal authority increased tolls just before the 2023 drought began.) In the short term, reduced access causes goods to take longer to reach their destinations, and they cost more when they arrive. Over the medium term, companies have begun to seek alternate routes and different methods of moving goods. Some projects, like a railway corridor across southern Mexico, have emerged to directly compete with the Panama Canal. Over the long term, as trade volume and ship sizes increase while the amount of available water decreases, the canal could well lose market share, declining in both usefulness and strategic importance.

The 2023-24 drought was due in part to a strong El Nino effect, as rising surface temperatures in the Pacific Ocean altered weather patterns worldwide. Scientists generally agree that climate change is making El Nino events more frequent and more severe. Higher temperatures have increased the evaporation of water off the reservoir, too, further reducing the water supply.

Mr. Trump's insinuations about Chinese influence, his demands for lower transit fees and his talk of returning the canal to U.S. control have, of course, not won him admiration in Panama, least of all among civic leaders more concerned with solving the canal's challenges.

In recent days, President Jose Raul Mulino of Panama has repeatedly rejected accusations of Chinese influence. He declared at a news conference last week that "the Panama Canal is Panamanian and belongs to Panamanians" and that Panamanian control of the waterway had cost the country "blood, sweat and tears." There is no legal mechanism by which Mr. Trump might demand its return.

Panamanians are rightly proud of their administration of the canal over the past 25 years; in suggesting that the United States retains any claim to it, Mr. Trump risks alienating a country that remains friendly to the United States despite a long history of U.S. arrogance toward the Panamanian people.

Panama has been a global crossroads since the 19th century. A sea route across the isthmus was first imagined by the Spanish in the 16th century; the overland route between the oceans rose to prominence in the 1840s and 1850s during the California Gold Rush. Through the 19th century, the United States competed against other imperial powers, mainly Britain and France, for land and influence in Central America. Controlling Panama was a key feature of the American rise to hemispheric dominance and overseas empire in the wake of the Spanish-American War of 1898.

Panamanians have benefited from that competition, but they have equally been victimized by it: Panama became independent in 1903, but sovereignty came at the cost of ceding the Canal Zone to the United States. Both before and after the construction of the canal, U.S. military intervention was a constant threat. Since the 1840s, the United States has intervened frequently to protect its commercial interests in Panama. U.S. troops deployed to Panama 13 times from 1856 to 1903. Most seriously, an invasion in 1989 resulted in the deaths of hundreds of Panamanian civilians; unofficial estimates put the number in the thousands.

The history of U.S.-Panama relations is neither simple nor straightforward. The United States built the canal, and without support from the U.S. military, Panama probably would not have been able to secede from Colombia and establish itself as an independent nation. The United States has served as an occupier but also a major trading partner, ally and source of cultural influence.

Many Americans have Panamanian roots, and an increasing number of Americans live in Panama. Now migrants from places such as Haiti and Venezuela are crossing the Darien Gap straddling Colombia and Panama en route to the United States, prompting a fresh humanitarian emergency and new challenges for both Panama and the United States. These are nations whose fates are tied together.

From Panama to Greenland, Mr. Trump's expansionist ambitions point to a larger truth: In a world increasingly dependent on extended supply chains that crisscross the globe, mastery of logistics translates to economic security. Taking Panama (as Teddy Roosevelt did), Mr. Trump imagines, might secure U.S. access to the canal, and buying Greenland (as he has also suggested) would guarantee a U.S. presence at the entrance to a future northwest passage through the melting Arctic ice. In Mr. Trump's view of international competition, it seems sea routes are to be seized, controlled and monopolized, not shared among nations with equal access to all, as the Panama Canal is.

Costs of transiting the canal are going up. But neither so-called Panamanian greed nor Chinese influence determines these costs. The truth is more straightforward, if more daunting: If we want to ensure fair, equal and sustainable access to the canal, it is climate change we'll have to beat, not the Chinese.

Dennis M. Hogan teaches in the History and Literature program at Harvard University. His research focuses on Central America and the United States in the 19th and 20th centuries.
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Guest Essay


Goodbye to Small Yard, High Fence

 Illustration by Kristie Bailey/The New York Times; source photographs by Evaristo Sa, via AFP, and Kevin Dietsch, via Getty Images.



By Geoffrey Gertz
Mr. Gertz is a senior fellow at the Center for a New American Security.


Dec 31, 2024 at 10:00 AM

On Dec. 2, the United States announced a new round of export controls on advanced semiconductors to China, and more restrictions are expected soon. It was among the final pieces in an enduring legacy of the Biden administration: a significant expansion in the scale and scope of restricting China's access to technology.

To explain this policy over the past two years, including this month's announcement, the administration repeatedly turned to one metaphor: a small yard with a high fence. It means that sensitive technologies should be kept within a yard protected by a high fence of trade and investment controls. But the yard should be small, limited to a narrow set of advanced technologies with military applications, while broader commercial trade and investment with China would continue.

As the Biden administration enters its final days, the contradictions of this "small yard, high fence" strategy are piling up. It is an attempt to achieve two goals that are inherently in conflict -- pursuing a fundamental shift in the geopolitics of technology competition without upending the global economic order. The administration is falling short on both of these objectives. When Donald Trump takes office, his foreign policy team is likely to take the technology control tools that the Biden team developed but was reluctant to employ broadly and to unleash them at full force, resulting in significant economic disruption. So much for that manicured small yard.

The idea behind the "small yard, high fence" strategy made sense at first and reflected the Biden administration's attempt to balance competing pressures in its relationship with China: the need to maintain, as the national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, put it, "as large of a lead as possible" over its primary strategic rival in foundational technology without severing all meaningful economic links.

This has proved to be exceedingly difficult. When the administration unveiled the first round of sweeping semiconductor export controls on China in October 2022, Alex W. Palmer in The Times described it as amounting to "a declaration of economic war." And it came with sharp economic and diplomatic costs. U.S. tech companies worried that the high fence might shut them out from the Chinese market. U.S. allies in Europe and Asia shared some of Washington's concerns about China's military modernization program but were wary of making a sudden break with Beijing.

To ease those concerns, the Biden administration tried to be cautious and deliberate in introducing restrictions. Just a week after the semiconductor export controls were announced, Mr. Sullivan deployed the "small yard, high fence" metaphor to explain the administration's approach. After that, "small yard, high fence" appeared time and again in talking points and news releases as the administration rolled out controls and restrictions on advanced technologies.

While the administration wanted to portray its approach as narrow and targeted, the reality was more complicated. The administration never defined which technologies would be within the boundaries of its small yard, in part because it's difficult to predict what products might pose security risks in the future. This left the door open for expansions.

And even if the number of restricted technologies was limited, their impact was not. Semiconductors and artificial intelligence are foundational technologies with wide-ranging applications, so the effect of blocking them on China's economic and technological development will be substantial.

Over the past two years, the administration has released a series of new export controls, restrictions on outbound investments and limits on transferring data to China. Although each individual measure was narrow and tailored, the cumulative effect was far larger.

The "small yard, high fence" framing did help win over some skeptical U.S. allies and partners, and that's an important victory for the Biden team. Some of them even appropriated the metaphor. When Britain announced a review of its National Security and Investment Act in November 2023, it described the new approach as a "small garden, high fence."

But the extent of cooperation with allies remained limited, in part because these governments did not fully trust the Biden administration's promise to stay within self-imposed and undefined limits. Allies also worried that in the absence of effective legal guardrails, the policy tool kit the Biden administration was developing would one day be turned over to a less restrained U.S. administration that might greatly expand the yard. They are now looking apprehensively to the coming Trump presidency.

China, of course, never bought the "small yard, high fence" idea. It does not accept the premise that national security technology controls are distinct from broader economic competition between the two powers, and it could see the wide-ranging implications of these supposedly narrow restrictions. The Biden administration's attempts at reassurance did not dissuade China from responding with retaliatory measures, including this month's announcement that China would block the export of certain critical minerals to the United States.

Mr. Trump, for his part, does not seek to separate economic and security competition and has shown little interest in minimizing disruption or cooperating with allies. His administration is poised to severely curtail trade and investment with China and pressure allies to do the same.

Will Mr. Trump's more confrontational approach work better? His team will need to tackle the same challenges that the Biden administration faced, including strengthening enforcement tools to crack down on smuggling and evasion and cajoling allies to introduce their own controls. And the Trump administration will eventually need an answer to just how far it intends to go in decoupling the U.S. economy from China and how much economic disruption it is willing to tolerate in the process. Despite its flaws, the "small yard, high fence" strategy served as a necessary brake. The Trump team will need some limiting principle of its own.

Geoffrey Gertz is a senior fellow at the Center for a New American Security and was the director for international economics at the National Security Council under the Biden administration.
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Guest Essay


How Virtual Appointments Taught Me to Be a Better Doctor

 Sarah van Rij for The New York Times



By Helen Ouyang
Dr. Ouyang is an emergency physician and an associate professor at Columbia University.


Dec 27, 2024 at 10:01 AM

When I started my training as an emergency room physician, my mind revolved around answering one fundamental question: What does this patient have? Every interaction was a diagnostic puzzle, an attempt to fit a patient's symptoms together into a cohesive picture.

But human beings are complex, and the ways people feel and describe their symptoms don't always follow what medical students learn in textbooks. When I couldn't figure out a clear cause for my patient's symptoms, I would settle for answering the next best question: Does this person have anything soon to be life-threatening that needs to be diagnosed today?

If the patient's tests came back normal, that could have been reason enough to release him or her from the hospital. I could present the test results as objective reassurance.

As the pandemic took off, though, my hospital began expanding virtual urgent care. I knew that these video visits would be easier for sick patients who didn't want to leave the house and would further the public health goal of reducing people's exposure to infectious diseases. But I always thought tech-enabled conveniences would be at the expense of human connection.

It turned out I was wrong. Through the screen, I found something unexpected: the chance for technology to offer a different -- and sometimes deeper -- interaction with patients.

At first, I balked at telehealth shifts. Tests and X-rays weren't readily available for video visits, and patients typically called in without any vital sign measurements such as blood pressure and oxygen level. It seemed impossible to care for someone without even this most basic information.

More than that, I was resistant to replacing any in-person interactions with a remote video interface. If anything should be immune to the cold detachment of technology, it's medicine.

But as I started doing video visits, my perspective shifted. Emergency rooms are chaotic places. When I'm speaking to one patient, other patients also need my attention -- as do their family members, nurses and administrators, residents and students. Rarely do I get to finish a conversation without being interrupted.

Over video, though, the interaction is surprisingly intimate. It's just the patient and me, face-to-face, without any disruptions. It's quiet -- and when it's not, it's because something is happening on the patient's end that allows me a glimpse into a life. I've met new mothers while they're trying to soothe their crying babies. I've had people call me from noisy shelters. I've seen older patients resting in bed, surrounded by the chatter of family members.

I also learned how much the medicine isn't about testing and diagnosing.

Over a recent virtual visit, I met a young woman who had struggled with various gastrointestinal symptoms and had seen several specialists. She had received far more testing than I could ever have offered her, even in the E.R. Why would she book a telehealth appointment with me, someone who would certainly know less about her case than her specialists and primary care doctor? 

But in this virtual setting -- without the availability of bloodwork and scans -- I started to think about a new question: What does this patient really need?

I listened to her symptoms and reviewed her medical record with her. I didn't know what she had, but I didn't think she needed to rush to the hospital. She looked well, and none of what she was experiencing was different. There were no new data points to fill in her chart. She was no closer to a diagnosis. I could not tell her anything that she didn't already know. The visit felt unsatisfying.

At the end of the video visit, I thought she might tell me the interaction had been a waste of time. Instead, she expressed gratitude. "In my head, I already know all of this is true, but I just needed to hear you say it out loud and talk through it with me," she said.

I had always assumed that technology would only widen the distance between doctors and patients. I know other physicians like me who've long believed that in-person patient interactions could never be replaced, and in many cases, they can't be. But the pandemic allowed doctors to drop into our patients' living rooms, their kitchens -- directly into their everyday lives. That interaction, even through a screen, could feel, surprisingly, quite meaningful.

This is far from an unabashed endorsement of technology's integration in medicine. Some enthusiasts believe tools like artificial intelligence can increase physicians' time with patients by handling tasks like filling out electronic health records, writing letters to insurance companies and even becoming partners in diagnosis. While many of these innovations are being put in place, often for the sake of efficiency, their broader effects on the patient-physician relationship remain unknown. I still fear that technology might continue marching forward without the great care and scrupulous intention it requires.

For now, though, on the days I see patients in person in the frenzy of the E.R., I find myself reflecting on what I learned from those virtual visits. To see beyond the diagnostic puzzle to what the person really needs. This gives me cautious hope that thoughtful, careful use of technology could restore some of the soul of medicine we've lost along the way.

Helen Ouyang (@drhelenouyang) is a physician, an associate professor at Columbia University and a contributing writer for The New York Times Magazine. She is also a fellow at the Type Media Center.
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Partisan Judges and Public Disrespect

Jan 01, 2025 at 04:00 PM


Many polls have found steep drops in public approval of the Supreme Court after its decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which eliminated the constitutional right to abortion. Eric Lee/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Confidence in U.S. Justice System Plummets" (news article, Dec. 18):

As a member of the Supreme Court Bar and state, district and appellate court bars, I share my fellow citizens' lack of confidence in the judiciary.

An important contributor is the media's common practice in federal cases of identifying the judge by which president appointed him or her. This undermines faith in the legal reasoning for whatever opinion is being discussed, and undermines confidence in the judiciary itself.

Chief Justice John Roberts, in response to a comment by then President Donald Trump denouncing an "Obama judge," memorably said, "We do not have Obama judges or Trump judges, Bush judges or Clinton judges." He then went on to praise the exceptional and apolitical federal judiciary doing its level best to be fair in all cases. This statement was widely mocked, and deservedly so, for being tone deaf and factually wrong.

The identification in the press of Trump judges and Obama judges may be warranted, as judges issue decisions overwhelmingly in line with the perceived desires of the political party of the president who appointed them. In many cases it is relatively easy to predict the outcome without knowing anything of the facts or the law of the case, only the political party of the president who appointed the judge.

The lack of confidence in the courts reflects the reality that the courts are political, plain and simple. American courts have earned this opprobrium, from the family court judge who decides if Joe Sixpack can see his kids to the hallowed halls of the Supreme Court, where decisions often affect the rights of all Americans.

Michael G. Brautigam
Tallinn, Estonia

To the Editor:

No one, except perhaps the reactionary majority of the Supreme Court, should be surprised that the public's faith in the courts and the law is at an all-time low. In the past 10 years, the high court has:

1. Decreed that women are second-class citizens unable to control their own bodies.

2. Defined free speech in a way that allows one man to spend $250 million to get his favored candidate elected president of the United States.

3. Rewritten the Constitution in favor of Donald Trump in its immunity ruling.

4. Held that almost anyone must be allowed to walk around carrying more firepower than the king's best battalion possessed when the Second Amendment was written.

5. Markedly reduced the power of administrative agencies to ensure the safety of the air we breathe, the water we drink and the medications we use to protect our health.

At the same time, the incoming president has waged a constant war against the legal process to avoid judgment for his wrongs, convincing many of his supporters (all evidence to the contrary notwithstanding) that the law serves some shadowy "deep state."

What would be surprising would be if faith in the system were to remain high.

Jonathan J. Margolis
Brookline, Mass.
The writer is a lawyer.

Suspend Sanctions on Syria

People gathered for the first Friday prayers after the fall of Bashar al-Assad's regime, in Damascus. Nicole Tung for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "U.S. Sanctions Are Big Barrier to Rebuilding the Economy" (news article, Dec. 22):

Patricia Cohen rightly notes in her article that U.S. sanctions "are cutting Syria off from money it desperately needs for reconstruction and economic development." Those needs are urgent as the transitional government works to provide services and restore order in the country and cope with the thousands of refugees returning home.

The U.S. can take an immediate step to address the need. The Biden administration suspended sanctions for six months in 2023 after a devastating Syrian earthquake. It should do this again on its way out the door.

The sanctions were imposed on a Syrian regime that no longer exists. A suspension would allow the Arab Gulf countries and others to weigh in immediately to support the interim government's efforts to stabilize the country. A prompt suspension would also evidence good faith and likely strengthen the hand of pro-Western moderates in Syria's internal debate.

Delaying sanctions relief will impose needless suffering on the Syrian people and increase anti-U.S. sentiment in the region. And an immediate six-month suspension would by no means diminish future U.S. leverage.

James Fine
Seattle
The writer is a former Quaker international affairs representative for the Middle East.

Leaning Into Religion as a Democrat

Democrats like, from left, State Representative James Talarico of Texas, Senator Raphael Warnock of Georgia and Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania see discussion of their faith as a way to explain their values. Eric Gay/Associated Press, Kenny Holston, via The New York Times, Hiroko Masuike, via The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Religious Democrats See Good Reason to Be Open About Their Faith" (news article, Dec. 23):

These religious Democrats raise an important point. In recent decades, people of faith on the left have so ceded the public square to conservatives that the notion that there is a religious right and secular left has become a truism. Yet, there are also millions of progressive believers.

Unfortunately, many liberals seem to believe that claiming a faith base for their actions is a form of imposing their beliefs on others. It is not. Every human being has an internal belief system that is used to determine right or wrong and to guide their actions, including their voting and policy preferences. For many of us, left and right, that belief system is rooted in religious faith.

Sharing with others why we do what we do shows them our true selves. For believers on the left, it also draws a line linking progressive policy ideas and a rich progressive religious tradition.

Anne-Marie Hislop
Chicago
The writer is a Presbyterian minister.

Psychedelics: Medical Uses Should Come First

"Who feels nervous about tomorrow?" Murray Rodgers asked the entrepreneurs who came to a recent psychedelic retreat he led in Western Canada. Three hands shot in the air. Todd Korol for The New York Times


To the Editor:

While the recent piece "Tripping With C.E.O.s" (Sunday Business, Dec. 22) focuses on the ability of psychedelics to help a small slice of our nation's population improve their business acumen, we can't ignore the tremendous potential that prescription psychedelic medicines have to treat a wide range of health conditions that millions of Americans struggle with every day.

A growing body of rigorous, peer-reviewed research and high-quality clinical studies show that psychedelic medicines have the potential to help treatment-resistant patients diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder, major depressive disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, substance abuse disorders and many other mental and physical health issues. Despite some reported adverse events among at-risk population groups -- such as patients with cardiovascular disease or problems with emotional regulation -- and common side effects like anxiety, paranoia, nausea, and dizziness, these treatments offer our health care system novel solutions to tackle a stubborn set of debilitating conditions.

I can speak to the transformative impact of prescription psychedelics, because they saved my life; I had a decade-long addiction to alcohol. In 2015, I was fortunate enough to participate in a yearlong clinical trial at NYU Langone Health that studied the efficacy of psilocybin in treating alcoholism. I exited the study completely cured of my disease -- and I've remained sober, from alcohol and from psilocybin, since completing the clinical trial nearly 10 years ago.

To help expand patient access to these treatments, we must remain committed to the medical model and focus on securing F.D.A. approval for prescription psychedelic medicines -- ensuring that these powerful compounds are safely and effectively administered by licensed and highly trained professionals and covered by health insurance providers.

Jon Kostas
Brooklyn
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Global Profile


A Mayor's Odyssey: From Undocumented Migrant to Cartel Target

A former undocumented resident of California who now runs a town in Mexico, Crispin Agustin Mendoza has survived one assassination attempt. But he says, "I have to learn how to survive."

Armed men tried to kill Crispin Agustin Mendoza, mayor of Alcozauca, Mexico, in his home. But he fought back, and now is guarded at all times by six soldiers.



By Simon Romero
Photographs by Cesar Rodriguez For The New York Times
Simon Romero traveled to Alcozauca in the remote mountains of Guerrero, a Mexican state ravaged by drug wars, to report this article.


Jan 01, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Crispin Agustin Mendoza had just announced he was running for mayor of Alcozauca, a remote hamlet in the strife-torn mountains of southwest Mexico. Then, in the middle of the night, the gunmen arrived.

His wife and children screamed in fear as the men sprayed their home with gunfire in a failed bid to kill him. Undeterred, Mr. Mendoza stayed in the race and won. He is among the politicians who somehow survived assassination attempts this year in one of the most violent election cycles in Mexico's recent history.

But Mr. Mendoza stands out for another reason. Smuggled as an adolescent  into the United States, he lived undocumented in Silicon Valley's shadow economy well into adulthood, only to follow his star back to Mexico, start his own thriving business and try his hand at politics.

Now, he is getting a frontline glimpse of the cartel turf battles overwhelming Guerrero, a Mexican state of 3.5 million known for exceptionally brutal attacks on public officials in recent weeks: like the beheading of the mayor of the state capital, Chilpancingo; and the fatal shooting of a judge in Acapulco in broad daylight.

"You have to assume one day you'll be attacked and killed," Mr. Mendoza, 41, said nonchalantly in lightly accented English, which he frequently peppers with Californian slang, during a recent interview in Alcozauca's Town Hall.

A security detail of six soldiers accompanies Mr. Mendoza 24 hours a day. He faces both the challenge of staying alive and political shifts in the United States that could potentially upend towns like his own.

Mr. Mendoza with a member of his security detail.


Situated in mountains that until a few years ago were blanketed with opium poppies, the plant used to make heroin, Alcozauca is an eight-hour drive from Mexico City, the last leg on spine-challenging washboard dirt roads.

But the rise of fentanyl, the synthetic opioid produced in makeshift labs in northern Mexico, laid waste to Guerrero's heroin trade. With few other employment options, many people in the state migrated to the United States.

Remittances sent home now support the economy of Alcozauca, a town of about 3,100 people, and Mr. Mendoza himself, who builds homes for Mexicans who hope to return one day to their hometown.

"I build their dream houses," Mr. Mendoza said. "That means I depend strictly on the U.S. economy."

Reflecting on President-elect Donald J. Trump's promise of mass deportations, he sighed, concerned about potential disruptions to remittance flows to Mexico, which amounted to $63 billion in 2023 and represent one of the country's primary sources of income.

"Things are obviously about to change," Mr. Mendoza said.

Mr. Mendoza has been dealing with shifts in migration dynamics nearly his entire life. His parents left for California's Bay Area when he was an infant, leaving him to be raised by his grandparents. He said he rejoined his parents in San Jose, Calif., at 14, when he was smuggled across the border near Tijuana in the trunk of a Ford Taurus.

While attending Leland High School in San Jose, he excelled in English, cross country and academics, drawing inspiration from leaders like the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela and the U.S. farmworker organizer Cesar Chavez.

Mr. Mendoza described his further education at Chico State in Chico, Calif., and De Anza College in Cupertino, Calif., where he earned a degree in university studies, as particularly enlightening. A course taught by a professor who specialized in Brazil's Indigenous peoples deepened his understanding and appreciation of his own Indigenous Mixtec heritage.

Mr. Mendoza said he originally planned on attending law school to find a way for him and others migrants brought to the United States as children to legally remain in the country.
Instead he joined a construction crew that was flipping houses in California's booming 2000s economy.

Then came the financial crash of 2008. When construction work dried up, Mr. Mendoza decided to return to his hometown for a few months of vacation, with plans to return to California.

"Then I met my wife and fell in love," said Mr. Mendoza, now the father of three. "To my family's surprise back in California, I decided my life was here."

With the skills he learned in the construction trade in the United States, Mr. Mendoza went to work as a developer, building houses for other migrants living north of the border. The homes sell in Alcozauca for the equivalent of about $150,000.

Mr. Mendoza says his goal is to avoid getting tangled up in the criminal feuds around Alcozauca while responding to shifting political and economic winds.


Then, Mr. Mendoza decided to go into politics, initially for Morena, Mexico's leftist governing party. But when Morena supported another mayoral candidate, he joined the smaller Guerrero Wellbeing Party.

That was about the time in March, when assassins targeted his home. As his wife and children hid under a bed, Mr. Mendoza said, he grabbed his revolver, which he carries nearly everywhere, and returned fire from the roof of their home.

He said he landed at least one shot on the sedan carrying the assailants but was unsure if he wounded anyone. Afterward, a profanity-laden screed handwritten on a sheet appeared in Alcozauca, attributing the attack to operatives loyal to a shadowy crime boss called "El Senor."

Mr. Mendoza said he believed the attack might have been orchestrated by a cartel supporting a rival candidate in Alcozauca's mayoral race.

"Being a mayor is very good business for a lot of people," he explained, describing how elected officials often skim money from public works projects, pocketing some while distributing percentages among allies.

Beyond such corruption, Guerrero is known for jaw-dropping lawlessness. Cartels in the state have started using drones to drop makeshift bombs. Discoveries of bodies dumped by roadsides are a regular occurrence. In La Montana, the mountainous region where Alcozauca is, political assassinations are routine.

The state is a center for organized crime, with dozens of relatively small cartels battling one another to control extortion rackets, smuggling routes and trafficking of illicit drugs, mainly crystal meth.

These groups require cooperative officials at the local level, Mr. Mendoza said, adding,  "When I got into politics, I never thought it would be like this."

To this day, Mr. Mendoza refuses to sit at the mayor's desk in the Town Hall, saying that doing so would bring him closer to the corrupt practices of his predecessors. The man who held the post before him faced claims that he had physically assaulted his wife and a municipal official in separate episodes.

Some in Alcozauca have a hard time believing that Mr. Mendoza, or any mayor for that matter, is clean. Social media pages are filled with unsubstantiated accusations against the mayor and other political figures.

Mr. Mendoza refuses to sit at the mayor's desk in the local Town Hall, saying that doing so would bring him closer to the corrupt practices of his predecessors.


But others laud Mr. Mendoza for his business instincts and generosity, after he became known to townspeople for helping out of his own pocket with emergency expenses like medical care or funerals.

Josefina Reyes, 45, said Mr. Mendoza came to her aid when her father died. "He helped us with the transportation of the body, donated the coffin and provided supplies for the wake," she said.

Mr. Mendoza insists his goal is to avoid getting tangled up in the criminal feuds around Alcozauca while responding to shifting political and economic winds. While he doesn't agree with Mr. Trump's view of migrants, Mr. Mendoza said he understood where such sentiment came from.

"Biden permitted a lot of people to come into the U.S.," he said. "That affected job opportunities for a lot of people already there since a lot of businesses have more than enough labor," he added, referring to the effects on his own longer-established relatives in California.

Still, Mr. Mendoza said his top priority is the safety of his family. The soldiers sleep on mattresses in his garage.

He plans to finish his three-year term as mayor with the aim of improving life in Alcozauca, then drop politics for good. In the meantime, he said, he understood the risks.

"This is the real Mexico," he said. "What can I do -- I'm in and I have to learn how to survive."

Lenin Mosso contributed reporting, and Kirsten Noyes contributed research.
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Gazans Endure Harsh Conditions as New Year Begins

Several people were killed in an Israeli airstrike on the city of Jabaliya, according to the Palestinian Civil Defense. Israel's military said it was targeting Hamas.

Gazan children on Wednesday amid damage from an Israeli strike the previous night in Jabaliya. Omar Al-Qattaa/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Aaron Boxerman
Reporting from Jerusalem


Jan 01, 2025 at 11:34 AM

Displaced Gazans largely entered the new year on Wednesday shivering in tent camps or taking refuge in schools-turned-shelters as Israel's war with Hamas neared its 16th month.

At least five people were killed in an Israeli strike in the northern Gaza Strip before dawn in the northern city of Jabaliya, according to the Palestinian Civil Defense, an emergency service overseen by the Hamas-run Interior Ministry, which does not distinguish between militants and civilians in its reporting.

The Israeli military said fighter jets had bombarded a "terrorist structure" in an attempt to target Hamas militants within it. In a statement, the Israeli military said it had taken precautions to avoid harming civilians.

As the war ground on, Yoav Gallant, the former Israeli defense minister who helped oversee his country's military campaign in Gaza for more than a year until he was fired in November by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, said in a televised statement that he was stepping down from his seat in Parliament.

Mr. Gallant said his insistence that the military begin conscripting ultra-Orthodox citizens, who have long been exempted from mandatory service, had been behind his dismissal. Since then, he said, Mr. Netanyahu has rushed through a conscription bill that still exempts too many and won't meet Israel's security needs.

"That I cannot accept and be a partner to," Mr. Gallant said.

His resignation came as mediators were trying to secure a cease-fire deal that would free the remaining Israeli hostages seized by Hamas-led militants during their Oct. 7, 2023, attack. Israeli officials have said they want a deal that secures freedom for at least some hostages but allows Israel to continue fighting in Gaza if it deems it necessary. Hamas has refused any agreement that does not include an end to a war that has decimated the enclave and unleashed a prolonged humanitarian crisis.

More than a year into the war between Israel and Hamas, many Gazans are living in makeshift tents, and finding enough food and clean water has become a daily ordeal. Over the past few days, Gazans have endured chilly winter rainstorms; Gazan officials say some infants have died from the cold.

A tent camp for displaced Gazans in Khan Younis on Wednesday. Abdel Kareem Hana/Associated Press


In the southern city of Khan Younis, Awad Abid, a displaced taxi driver, spent the past two days huddling with his children in a half-flooded tent. Mr. Abid said he was barely able to purchase enough flour to keep them fed, let alone buy new blankets and coats.

"Tonight we'll cover ourselves in blankets that are still drenched in water, because the sun was too weak to dry out," he said.

In northern Gaza, Israeli ground forces have been fighting for almost three months against what Israel says is a renewed Hamas insurgency. Repeated Israeli offensives have turned the area into a landscape of vacant, torn-up streets and ruined buildings.

The fighting in the north has displaced more than 100,000 people, and on Wednesday night the Israeli military again ordered residents remaining in parts of the area to leave for Gaza City. The Israelis said that they would soon begin operations in response to Hamas rocket fire.

Aid groups have lamented the deteriorating humanitarian situation in northern Gaza. Israel says it is allowing enough supplies to enter the area, although government attorneys conceded in a December court filing that the Israeli military might have initially underestimated how many people remained there.

Montaser Bahja, an English teacher from Jabaliya, said he was lucky enough to find an empty apartment in Gaza City to shelter with his family. In a vain effort to keep out of the cold, he spread plastic wrap over the frames of windows shattered in the fighting.

During a rainstorm, Mr. Bahja said, the near-constant sound of Israeli airstrikes slowed to the occasional distant blast. But then on New Year's Eve, as the downpour began to let up, the bombardment resumed across northern Gaza, he said.

"We hoped that by the new year, the war would end," said Mr. Bahja. "Instead, there was bombing all night."

At least 45,000 people have been killed in Gaza since the Hamas-led attack on Israel last year prompted the war, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. Hamas's Oct. 7 assault killed around 1,200 people in Israel, and 250 people, mostly civilians, were taken hostage, according to Israel.

Mourning a casualty of an Israeli strike in Gaza City on Wednesday. Omar Al-Qattaa/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Officials and mediators had voiced tentative optimism last month that the negotiations for a cease-fire deal that would bring about 100 hostages still in Gaza, an unknown number of whom are believed dead, back to Israel could move forward. They pointed to a weakened Hamas that might be more willing to make concessions and to increased pressure by the incoming Trump administration on both sides.

But a deal has yet to emerge, despite last-ditch attempts by President Biden's advisers to reach one before he leaves office.

For Gazans, the reports of progress brought a surge of optimism -- quickly followed by yet more crushing disappointment as the talks appeared to stall.

"We looked through Facebook at videos of everyone abroad happy and celebrating the new year with their children," said Mr. Abid. "Meanwhile, we're still being bombed and hungry and cold."

Smoke rising from an Israeli strike in Gaza on Wednesday.  Kai Pfaffenbach/Reuters


Ephrat Livni contributed reporting.
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Tensions Escalate After Pakistan Pounds Afghanistan With Airstrikes

Pakistani leaders were once friends of the Taliban in Afghanistan. Now, cross-border violence has become alarmingly frequent.

A Pakistani soldier at the border with Afghanistan on Tuesday. Akhter Gulfam/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Zia ur-Rehman
Reporting from Karachi, Pakistan


Jan 01, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Airstrikes by Pakistani warplanes inside Afghanistan have intensified tensions in recent days in an already volatile region. Once-close ties between Pakistan's leaders and the Afghan Taliban have frayed, and violent cross-border exchanges have become alarmingly frequent.

Officially, the Pakistani government has been tight-lipped about the strikes in Afghanistan on Dec. 24. But security officials privately said that the Pakistani military had targeted hide-outs of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, a militant group also known as the T.T.P. or the Pakistani Taliban that has carried out a series of terrorist attacks inside Pakistan.

The security officials said that several top militants from the Pakistani Taliban had died in the airstrikes, which came days after 16 Pakistani military personnel were ambushed and killed in a border district.

The Taliban regime in Afghanistan said that dozens of civilians had died in the strikes, including Pakistani refugee families. The group condemned the strikes as a blatant violation of Afghan sovereignty, and said it had retaliated by conducting attacks on "several points" inside Pakistan.

Officials in Pakistan have not officially commented on those attacks. But they reported that they had thwarted a cross-border incursion by militants they said had been facilitated by the Taliban authorities.

The airstrikes were the Pakistani military's third major operation on Afghan soil since the Taliban's return to power in August 2021, and the second in the past year alone.

Afghans said to have been injured in a Pakistani airstrike last week. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Pakistani officials accuse the Taliban of providing sanctuary to the T.T.P., a charge that Taliban leaders deny. Pakistani officials defend the incursions into Afghanistan as essential to curbing T.T.P. attacks on Pakistani citizens and soldiers, as well as on Chinese nationals involved in projects under the Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing's infrastructure investment program.

"This is a red line for us: If the T.T.P. operates from there, it is not acceptable for us," Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of Pakistan said on Friday during a meeting with government ministers, referring to Afghanistan. "We will defend Pakistan's sovereignty at every cost."

The Pakistani and Afghan governments, facing deep challenges at home, have ample reason not to let the tensions spiral into broader conflict. But the surge in attacks by the Pakistani Taliban as they wage a bloody campaign against the Pakistani state has put immense pressure on leaders in both countries, said Syed Akhtar Ali Shah, a former senior police officer who served in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a province bordering Afghanistan.

Pakistan's government must show its people that it will respond to attacks, even as the country faces multiple crises that hinder its fight against terrorism, including weak governance and economic constraints.

After a Pakistani Taliban attack on a border post in September 2023, Pakistan launched a crackdown on undocumented Afghans, deporting over 800,000 people to Afghanistan. Pakistan also tightened trade restrictions on landlocked Afghanistan to pressure the Taliban.

For their part, the Taliban are caught between Pakistan's demands to take action against the T.T.P. and strong domestic incentives not to do so.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of Pakistan called the sheltering of Pakistani militants in Afghanistan a "red line." Sean Gallup/Getty Images


By resisting the entreaties of a more powerful neighbor, the Taliban stoke nationalist sentiments among Afghans, helping the group project an image as Afghanistan's legitimate rulers rather than as the insurgents they once were, Mr. Shah said.

The Taliban may also fear that a crackdown on the T.T.P. -- with which they share jihadist beliefs and deeply rooted bonds -- could divide the militant group's ranks. That could push fighters toward the Islamic State affiliate in Afghanistan, known as ISIS-K, which poses a growing threat to the Taliban administration.

Pakistan's frustrations with the Taliban represent a sharp turnabout. When the Taliban took control of Afghanistan three years ago, Pakistan initially considered it a strategic victory.

The U.S. withdrawal precipitated the fall of Ashraf Ghani's administration in Kabul, which the Pakistani government had seen as supportive of India, Pakistan's archrival.

In addition, Pakistan was optimistic that the new Taliban regime would rein in the T.T.P. Those hopes rested on the notion that the Taliban would reward Pakistan for the covert support it provided during the U.S.-led war.

But the Taliban's rise instead revitalized the militant group, which has about 6,000 fighters. The Pakistani Taliban capitalized on newfound resources, including advanced U.S.-made weapons seized during the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan, and the release of hundreds of fighters from Afghan prisons.

Emboldened, the group escalated its attacks inside Pakistan, targeting security and police forces in particular. The year that just ended was the deadliest in a decade for Pakistani civilians and security forces, with 1,612 fatalities in 444 terrorist attacks, according to the Center for Research and Security Studies, a research group in Islamabad, the Pakistani capital.

Experts said that Pakistan had made a strategic miscalculation with the Taliban.

"Expectation is not a strategy," said Abdul Basit, a senior associate fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore. A clear, written agreement, Mr. Basit said, "should have been established with the Taliban regarding the T.T.P. from the outset."

The two countries have taken some steps to try to improve relations. On the same day as the latest airstrikes, a newly appointed Pakistani special envoy, Mohammad Sadiq, was meeting in Kabul with top Taliban officials, including Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani and Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.

The Taliban have also been addressing Pakistan's concerns by resettling some T.T.P. militants in central Afghanistan, distancing them from the border region.

A soldier checking people crossing into Pakistan at the Afghan border on Tuesday. Akhter Gulfam/EPA, via Shutterstock


In Pakistan, antipathy toward the Pakistani Taliban has run especially deep since 2014, when the group killed more than 145 people, mostly children, in an attack on a military-run school in northwestern Pakistan.

A military crackdown that Pakistan intensified after the school attack drove many Pakistani Taliban leaders and members, along with ordinary displaced families, into Paktika Province in eastern Afghanistan. That province is where the Pakistani military focused its airstrikes last week.

Pakistan has been linked to several operations in Paktika and neighboring Afghan provinces in recent years in which key T.T.P. militants were killed. Among them was Omar Khalid Khorasani, a top commander, who died in a roadside bombing in 2022.

The Pakistani Taliban attacks have provided fuel in the political infighting that has racked Pakistan in recent years.

The Pakistani military has sharply criticized a key decision during the tenure of Imran Khan, the former prime minister who was ousted in April 2022 after falling out with the military and now is in prison.

In 2021, Pakistani officials engaged in peace talks with the T.T.P. that were facilitated by the Taliban after their return to power. The yearlong negotiations, which included a brief cease-fire, ultimately failed.

Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, a military spokesman, condemned the initiative as a "misguided approach" that allowed Pakistani Taliban fighters to resettle and regroup in Pakistan. "Our soldiers are now paying the price of that wrong decision with their blood," General Chaudhry told reporters on Friday.

Mr. Khan's party, however, argues that the talks were initiated by the military chief at the time, Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa, not the civilian government.

As the fight against the Pakistani Taliban becomes fodder for political squabbling, residents in conflict-ridden border areas in Pakistan express frustration about the escalating insecurity.

"These airstrikes and border skirmishes distract from the real issue -- the failure of both Pakistan and the Taliban to provide basic security and relief," said Azam Mehsud, a 31-year-old student from South Waziristan, a border district.

"Instead of addressing the root causes of violence, both sides are covering up their failures, leaving civilians to suffer," Mr. Mehsud added.
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A Staunch Ally in Africa Says French Forces Will Withdraw

The troops are expected to leave Ivory Coast this month as France, a former colonial power in West Africa, fast loses influence there.

Antiterrorism training in Ivory Coast in 2022. France and Ivory Coast jointly founded an antiterrorism academy in the country a year earlier.  Nicole Tung for The New York Times



By Ruth Maclean
Reporting from Dakar, Senegal


Jan 01, 2025 at 11:21 AM

Ivory Coast has announced that French forces will withdraw from its territory, following in the footsteps of several other West African countries and further reducing France's waning power in the region.

French troops will leave Ivory Coast this month after handing over a military camp in a suburb of the country's economic capital, President Alassane Ouattara said in an address broadcast to the nation Tuesday night.

France, a major former colonial power in Africa, confirmed the withdrawal, which follows similar announcements from West African countries, most recently Chad and Senegal.

France's military presence in Africa will soon be limited to troops in Djibouti and Gabon -- a far cry from its many troops that were stationed in the Sahel fighting jihadists just three years ago.

Mr. Ouattara said that the Ivorian Army had been modernized to such a degree that French troops, of which there were about 600 in the country, were no longer needed.

"We can be proud of our army, whose modernization is now complete," he said in a New Year's Eve address to the nation. "It is in this context that we have decided on the coordinated and organized withdrawal of French forces from the Ivory Coast."

In recent years, there has been a sharp rise in criticism of France in its former African colonies, with many accusing the French of neocolonialist business practices and patronizing attitudes.

President Alassane Ouattara, shown in Paris in October, said on Tuesday that the Ivory Coast's military had modernized to such an extent that French forces were no longer needed. Pool photo by Ludovic Marin


In Africa's coup belt, a string of countries whose governments have been toppled in recent years, the ruling military juntas have leaned in to this criticism to rally public opinion.

In Senegal, where the president asked Paris to remove its troops in November, rhetoric about reclaiming "sovereignty" from France was used to great effect by opposition leaders who tapped into widespread youth discontent, decisively winning a nail-biting election last March.

But Ivory Coast is different. Mr. Ouattara has long been widely seen there as France's man, after his predecessor, Laurent Gbagbo, was forcibly removed from power in 2011 with the help of French military strikes.

As France's alliances in the region have crumbled, Mr. Ouattara has remained standing, becoming the country's staunchest African ally.

In 2020, Mr. Ouattara won a third term, despite the Constitution of Ivory Coast limiting presidents to two terms. Now 83, he has not yet said whether he intends to seek a fourth term in presidential elections later this year.

But some analysts saw his announcement about the French troop withdrawal as an attempt to garner support from a public that has become increasingly critical of the French military presence, which is seen as a violation of sovereignty.

Over the past year, President Emmanuel Macron of France's special envoy to Africa, Jean-Marie Bockel, has been leading a mission to change France's military profile and mission in Africa, in the context of its changing relationship with the continent.

In February, during a trip to Ivory Coast, Mr. Bockel said that the French military base there needed to be "remodeled."

France must now coordinate a withdrawal from at least two countries at once, as its troops began leaving Chad late last month. President Bassirou Diomaye Faye of Senegal has not set a precise date, but he said on Tuesday that there would be no military presence there "from 2025."

Ivorian and French special operations forces instructors during an exercise near Jacqueville, Ivory Coast, in 2022. Nicole Tung for The New York Times


Three countries near Ivory Coast that have forced out French troops -- Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger -- have expressed skepticism about the exit of French troops from the region. Instead, they have cast the departures as "trickery" on the part of France's government, which they call the "imperialist French junta."

In a recent joint statement, the military rulers of the three countries said that closing military bases was merely an attempt to make France's "neocolonial inclinations" less visible.

In an email on Wednesday, a spokesperson for the French Defense Ministry said that the withdrawal of troops did not "call into question the excellence of the bilateral military relationship." The spokesperson added: "The cooperation plan between the two armies remains. It is based on mutual trust and the wealth of operational interactions."

Even without troops on the ground, France will continue its efforts to counter the spread of terrorism from the crisis-hit Sahel region to West Africa's coastal nations, one of which is Ivory Coast.

France and Ivory Coast jointly founded an international counterterrorism academy there in 2021. Several Western nations are supporting the academy, including the United States, which also has a small contingent of military personnel in the country.

Elian Peltier and Richard Fausset contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/world/africa/ivory-coast-france-troop-withdrawal.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Trinidad and Tobago Declares State of Emergency Over Rising Crime

To curb gang killings and a rise in homicides, the measure empowers the military to make arrests and allows the authorities to enter suspects' homes without warrants and deny them bail.

Acting Attorney General Stuart Young, left, and National Security Minister Fitzgerald Hinds announced the state of emergency in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on Monday. Andrea De Silva/Reuters



By Frances Robles and Prior Beharry
Prior Beharry reported from Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.


Dec 30, 2024 at 10:15 PM

The government of Trinidad and Tobago, facing an alarming rise in violence, including retaliatory gang killings, on Monday declared a state of emergency. The measure empowers the military to make arrests and allows the authorities to enter suspects' homes without warrants and deny them bail.

The state of emergency in the Caribbean country, the first for crime in more than a decade, was announced by the acting attorney general, Stuart Young, at a news conference in Port of Spain, the capital. It comes as the government has been increasingly criticized for failing to stop a wave of gang-related killings. The government reported 623 homicides so far this year in a country of 1.4 million. Last year, the murder rate was just below Haiti's.

The national security minister, Fitzgerald Hinds, who also attended the news conference, said the killings had become an epidemic and public health concern. The police responded to 33 double, eight triple, four quadruple and one quintuple homicide this year, he added.

No curfew will be set during the state of emergency, nor will people's movements be restricted, Mr. Young said, unlike during the Covid-19 pandemic, as the government wanted to minimize the effects on economic activity. But people suspected of crimes can be stopped and searched by the police or army soldiers, he added.

The Caribbean nation has struggled with the presence of criminal groups for more than 25 years, but the past decade has seen a surge in the escalation of violence by street gangs, said Alex Papadovassilakis, an investigator for Insight Crime, an organized- crime research group with main offices in Washington and Medellin, Colombia.

Experts estimate that there are 186 gangs with more than 1,750 members in Trinidad and Tobago.

"We're not talking sophisticated gangs; we're talking small and deeply territorial street gangs that engaged in mostly street level drug dealing, arms trafficking and other criminal activities," Mr. Papadovassilakis said in a telephone interview. "They are extremely violent."

Port of Spain, the capital of Trinidad and Tobago. The government reported 623 homicides so far this year in a country of 1.4 million. Marica van der Meer/Arterra, via Getty Images


Tit-for-tat killings have also contributed to the death toll, he said. The previous record for the number of homicides was in 2022, he noted. The authorities reported 599 people killed that year.

Two gang-related reprisal killings using high-powered weapons took place last weekend, Mr. Young said. On Saturday, a man was gunned down as he walked out of a police station in the eastern part of Port of Spain. And on Sunday night, six people were shot at in Laventille, outside the capital, with five of them killed.

Mr. Young said the gangs were using AR-15s and AK-47s.

Vernlyn Hernandez, who lives in the north coast village of La Cuevas, said, "The state of emergency should have been called after the New Year."

Attillah Springer, who runs an organization that works with at-risk youth in Port of Spain, said that while many people across the country were probably relieved that the government took action, others were worried, particularly because the authorities released relatively few details.

"They said there will be no curfew, 'but we just want to suspend certain parts of the Constitution to address gang warfare and gang membership,'" she said.

"Quite a few people who work in these communities believe that it seems that what this state of emergency is going to do is kill young Black men, and that's a frightening aspect," she added.

The measure allows suspects to be held without charge for 48 hours and is aimed at gang members, but innocent people are likely to be swept up, Ms. Springer said.

"There are also hundreds, thousands, of young Black men who will just be going about their business who are going to be potential targets," she said.

Derek Ramsamooj, a political analyst in Port of Spain, said while residents might welcome the state of emergency if it results in a drop in crime, the results were not likely to last unless the government addressed the societal causes for gang violence.

Port of Spain has seen a surge in gang violence, officials say. Jim Wyss/Miami Herald, via Getty Images


Countries like Trinidad and Tobago have also seen serious spikes in crime because of their position between cocaine-producing countries in South America and the major consumer country up north, the United States, Mr. Ramsamooj said.

"Our challenge cannot be curbed through a state of emergency," he said. "A state of emergency may be a bandage on a national sore."

The situation has been worsened by Trinidad's proximity to Venezuela, experts say, which allows criminals easy access to high-powered weapons. In April last year, the Caribbean Community of nations held a symposium on crime, and one of the recommendations was to engage the United States government about the guns from American manufacturers that were illegally entering Caribbean countries and fueling violence and gang activities.

A former national security minister and retired police commissioner from the opposition party, Gary Griffith, also said that the state of emergency would not solve rising crime.

He noted that the government now in power had criticized a similar measure tried by the opposing People's Partnership coalition administration, which lasted 106 days in 2011, saying it reeked of a double standard and hypocrisy. That state of emergency had been limited to a few crime hot spots in the country.

"A state of emergency is and should not be used as a crime-fighting tool," he said. "It is a stopgap measure."
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Why Did Ukraine Halt the Flow of Russia's Natural Gas to Europe?

And why didn't it cut off Russia's natural gas earlier?

The Compressor and distribution station of the Urengoy-Pomary-Uzhgorod gas pipeline, in the Kursk region of Russia. Sergei Karpukhin/Reuters



By Marc Santora, Andrew Higgins and Stanley Reed
Marc Santora reported from Kyiv, Ukraine; Andrew Higgins from Warsaw; and Stanley Reed from London


Jan 01, 2025 at 07:38 PM

Natural gas stopped flowing through a pipeline that runs from Russia through Ukraine on Wednesday, according to officials in both countries. 

The effects of the halt, though long expected, could ripple through Europe's energy sector and potentially affect Moscow's ability to fund its war in Ukraine. 


What happened?

Ukraine refused to renew an agreement that allowed Russia to send natural gas through a pipeline to Europe. The deal was honored even after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, kicking off the bloodiest European conflict since World War II.

The Urengoy-Pomary-Uzhgorod pipeline was built in the Soviet era to carry Siberian gas to European markets. It became the main conduit to Ukraine's border with Slovakia from Siberia, passing through the town of Sudzha -- which is now under the control of Ukrainian military forces -- in Russia's Kursk region.

The pipeline was Russia's last major gas corridor to Europe following the 2022 sabotage of the Nord Stream pipeline to Germany -- probably by Ukraine -- and the closure of a route through Belarus to Poland.

Why did this happen now?

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has warned for months that he would not renew the five-year contract, which expired at midnight on Dec. 31. The deal was signed before Russia's invasion of Ukraine, but after its seizure of Crimea. 

Ukraine and its Western allies want to undermine Moscow's ability to fund its war effort and to limit the Kremlin's ability to use energy as leverage in Europe. Analysts say the closure of the pipeline could reduce Russia's revenue from gas sales by about $6.5 billion a year. 

But it carries some risks for Ukraine. Russia could decide to bomb Ukraine's network of pipelines, which it has largely spared from attack so far, now that it has little incentive to leave them unharmed, military analysts said.

What will it mean for Europe?

The expiration of the gas transit deal was long anticipated, giving European countries time to prepare. It is not expected to have a substantial effect on gas prices because there are alternative supplies available.

Moscow reduced gas supplies to Europe after invading Ukraine in 2022, pushing up energy bills and forcing many governments to unveil emergency packages to help struggling businesses and citizens. In response, most European Union member states reduced their reliance on Russian gas and scouted for alternative supplies from Azerbaijan and elsewhere. 

In 2021, Russia supplied more than 40 percent of imported gas consumed in the European Union, but that has fallen sharply in the three years since the war in Ukraine began. Russia's share of European gas imports fell to less than 15 percent last year, according to the European Union. 

The pipeline through Ukraine accounted for only about 5 percent of Europe's gas imports last year, but it could have an impact by taking away supply in what is already a tight market.

The disruption could also pile more pressure onto a sector already under strain. European natural gas markets have been on edge this year. Benchmark prices have risen more than 50 percent over the past year, although they remain far below the highs reached shortly after the Russian invasion. 

What concerns market watchers is not so much that countries will run out of gas, but that supplying them with fuel will be more complex and expensive. European  natural gas prices are roughly four times more than those in the United States. 

"The real impact that I see is that it's going to cost more to get alternative gas supply to the countries like Slovakia, Austria and the Czech Republic," said Natasha Fielding, head of European gas pricing at Argus Media, a market research firm. 

The most affected countries

Even after the Russian invasion, three European Union member states -- Austria, Hungary and Slovakia -- continued to buy large amounts of energy from Russia. 

The Austrian government said in a statement Wednesday that it had prepared in advance and found suppliers outside Russia. OMV, the Austrian energy company, said last month that it had terminated its contracts with Gazprom and was "well-positioned" with alternative sources. 

Hungary, which had pushed for the Ukrainian pipeline to remain open, receives most of its Russian gas via the separate TurkStream pipeline.

Slovakia's prime minister, Robert Fico, is friendly with Russia's leader, Vladimir V. Putin, and the country is heavily reliant on Russian gas. 

Mr. Fico had threatened to cut off electricity supplies in retaliation against Ukraine if it did not extend the gas transit deal. Slovakia's economy minister said in a statement Tuesday that it would not face shortages. 

Some other European countries outside the E.U. have also continued to buy from Russia, including Serbia and other countries in the Balkans. Moldova, which also borders Ukraine, is probably the most affected European country. In December it declared a state of emergency amid fears that an end to supplies of Russian gas through Ukraine could endanger its main source of electricity: a gas-fueled power plant in the breakaway Russian-backed region of Transnistria. Officials said this week that electricity from neighboring Romania should allow Moldova to avoid an energy crunch.

The energy company in the breakaway region told its customers on Wednesday that it would stop supplying gas for heating to private houses in cities, villages and towns. The company will provide gas for cooking "until the pressure in the network drops to a critical level," it said in a statement on Telegram.

That Russia would risk hurting its own proxies in Transnistria, which has been occupied by Russian troops for more than three decades, is a measure of how the war in Ukraine has altered Moscow's priorities.
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Zelensky Expresses Hope for 2025, but Russia Presses On With Attacks

In his New Year's address, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine urged continued U.S. support.

Taking shelter in a subway station during an air-raid alarm in Kyiv, Ukraine, on New Year's Eve. Anatolii Stepanov/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Marc Santora
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


Jan 01, 2025 at 12:10 PM

Hoping to bolster the resolve of a nation whose heart "is covered in scars" after more than 1,000 days of unrelenting Russian assaults, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine said in his New Year's address on Wednesday that he believed the United States would continue to stand with Kyiv in "compelling Russia into a just peace."

He also reiterated his vow that his country would never give up on the goal of making Ukraine whole again.

"One day, Ukraine will return to be together," Mr. Zelensky said, addressing Ukrainians living under Russian occupation in Crimea, the eastern Donbas region and the southern cities of Melitopol and Mariupol.

Despite his expression of confidence, Mr. Zelensky faces an uphill fight, not just on the battlefield, but also diplomatically.

Even Mr. Zelensky has acknowledged that it might not be possible to oust Russia solely by military means from all of the roughly 20 percent of Ukraine that it currently occupies. But he reiterated that diplomatic pressure from the West could ultimately help repel the Russian offensive led by President Vladimir V. Putin.

President-elect Donald J. Trump's intentions for Ukraine are unclear. He has said that bringing the war to a quick end will be a priority of his administration but has not offered details on how that can be achieved. He has long made his admiration for Mr. Putin known, and has previously expressed disdain for Ukraine.

Still, Mr. Zelensky said he had "no doubt that the new American president is willing and capable of achieving peace and ending Putin's aggression."

Russia has also repeatedly stressed its conditions for any negotiations. This week, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov reiterated Russia's demand that Ukraine renounce its right to sovereignty and territorial integrity as a precondition to start peace talks. He told the Russian news agency TASS that it would not enter into any negotiations unless Ukraine renounced its objective of re-establishing its internationally recognized 1991 borders, an area that includes Crimea and the Donbas region.

President Volodymyr Zelensky said on Wednesday that he believed the United States would continue to stand with Ukraine. Johanna Geron/Reuters


Mr. Zelensky said in his address that peace could come only when Ukraine was militarily strong enough to force Mr. Putin into negotiations. Currently, Russia maintains the initiative across the front, grinding out costly but consistent gains as Ukraine struggles to stabilize its defenses.

On Wednesday, Russia's forces continued to close a pocket of resistance around the Ukrainian town of Kurakhove in the southern Donbas region, advancing to an industrial plant on the far western edge of the town, according to analysts who track movements on the battlefield using combat footage.

Russian soldiers released videos showing themselves holding flags at the facility and claiming control of the town, but Ukrainian officials said that pitched battles were still being fought at the plant and that the struggle for control was still playing out.

In his address, Mr. Zelensky acknowledged the many challenges Ukraine is facing but said that national unity remained its most potent asset.

"We overcame everything 2024 brought together," he said. "Victories and setbacks. Joys and challenges. Tears of happiness when we succeeded. And tears of pain when our hearts were wounded."

Although about a third of the weapons Ukraine used on the battlefield in 2024 were produced domestically, its hope of victory depends on the resolve of its allies, he said.

Mr. Zelensky's 20-minute address came against the backdrop of wailing air-raid alarms as the new year began much in the same way the old year ended -- with Russian drones and missiles streaking across the sky over cities across Ukraine.

In Kyiv, the capital, wreckage from one drone fell on a residential building only a few minutes from the Presidential Office, partly destroying the residential building's top two floors and causing a fire, according to Ukrainian emergency services. Two people were killed and seven others were wounded across the city, local officials said.

The site of a drone attack on a residential building in Kyiv on Wednesday. Yan Dodronosov/EPA, via Shutterstock


Russian missiles and drones targeted Kyiv almost 200 times in 2024, and air-raid alarms sounded more than 500 times, according to city officials.

In those attacks, Russia launched over 1,300 strike drones, 200 cruise missiles, 24 ballistic missiles, 22 Kinzhal aeroballistic missiles and seven hypersonic Zircon missiles, Ukrainian military officials said. Many of those attacks were directed at energy infrastructure, but Russia also damaged almost 550 residential buildings in the capital, leaving almost 120 people homeless, city officials said.

Those numbers represent only a fraction of the attacks across the country, and the Ukrainian Air Force said that Russia had launched "significantly more" missiles and drones in 2024 than in the previous year.

Kyiv is far better protected than many other Ukrainian cities that are routinely hit, and the air force warned that the Kremlin had the capability to expand its campaign to shatter Ukraine's energy grid and punish the Ukrainian public.

Mr. Zelensky said that those same missiles would threaten other nations if Russia were not stopped in Ukraine. And he warned against misguided hope.

"If Russia shakes your hand today, it does not mean that tomorrow it will not start killing you with the same hand," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/01/world/europe/ukraine-russia-war-zelensky.html
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As Marijuana Use Grows, Effect on Road Safety Remains a Blind Spot

Scientists want to create breathalyzers that show how recently a driver used marijuana. Researchers also are studying how cannabis impairs motor skills and reflexes for habitual and occasional users.

A person suspected by the police of driving under the influence was given a sobriety test along a roadway. The person passed the test and faced no charges.



By Ernesto Londono
Reporting from Boulder, Colo.


Jan 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

In Colorado, where America's experiment with legal recreational marijuana began a little more than a decade ago, a team of federal scientists has been paying regular cannabis users to get stoned.

This unconventional line of research -- which includes vans outfitted with hippie tapestries and a sleek car simulator -- seeks to tackle what road safety experts regard as a serious blind spot as marijuana use grows nationally.

Law enforcement officials lack tools to detect cannabis-impaired driving as reliably as they can identify people who get behind the wheel drunk.

Only a few states routinely test the blood of drivers involved in serious accidents for marijuana, and as a result, little is known about how cannabis use is affecting road safety. Police officers generally need a warrant to compel a driver suspected of being impaired to provide a blood sample.

Even when blood samples are analyzed, tests cannot reliably establish whether a person last used marijuana hours before the accident or several days prior, making the tests an imprecise gauge of impairment.

Complicating matters, state laws on cannabis-impaired driving are inconsistent and confusing, which has made them difficult for the police to enforce and for motorists to understand.

"We're kind of painting the plane as we fly it when it comes to cannabis liberalization," said Jake Nelson, the director of traffic safety advocacy and research at AAA, the automobile drivers group, which opposes the legalization of recreational cannabis. "Public health and safety has been more of an afterthought."

National data on the effects of marijuana use on road safety is spotty, but studies have shown that cannabis can impede a driver's ability to respond quickly to an obstacle and judge distance accurately.

Researchers at the University of Colorado use a simulator to study how smoking cannabis affects a person's ability to drive. One aim of the study is to determine whether frequent users of marijuana are less impaired than occasional users when they get behind the wheel. Joanna Kulesza for The New York Times


In Colorado, the federal scientists are pursuing a pair of studies they hope will help policymakers craft sensible, enforceable standards. For starters, the scientists are working to design portable breathalyzers that come closer to establishing how recently a driver used marijuana.

Separately, by observing scores of stoned drivers using a car simulator, they hope to more clearly understand how, and at what levels, cannabis impairs motor skills and reflexes of both habitual and occasional users.

"Policymakers need data on which to base their policies," said Tara M. Lovestead, a chemical engineer at the National Institute of Standards and Technology, the federal agency overseeing the studies. "And there isn't much data here."

In recent decades, marijuana became far more accessible as 39 states sanctioned its medical use and 24 states legalized recreational weed. Roughly 15 percent of American adults reported that they smoke marijuana, according to a Gallup survey from 2023 and 2024, compared to 7 percent of people in 2013.

And a substantial number of Americans acknowledge that they are driving after consuming marijuana. An estimated 14.8 million  motorists said that they have operated a vehicle within an hour of using marijuana, according to an AAA survey from 2019. A survey that Virginia's cannabis control agency conducted last year showed that 22 percent of drivers in that state admitted to having driven stoned a few times a year or more.

Lawmakers in at least 10 states have prohibited driving with any level of THC, the intoxicating component of cannabis, in a motorist's system. Legislators in several other states, including Montana, Illinois, Ohio, Washington and Nevada, have passed marijuana driving laws modeled after drunk-driving laws, in which the national standard has become a limit of .08 blood-alcohol concentration. Those states have adopted a range of such limits, measured by the amount of THC in a person's blood.

But experts say the approach used with drunk-driving does not easily lend itself to marijuana.

There is no consensus on what level of cannabis use may be safe for driving. That is partly because unlike alcohol, which impairs people in predictable, well-documented ways, the effects of cannabis vary widely based on whether it's smoked, eaten or drunk.

People who smoke get high within minutes but effects wear off fairly quickly. Edibles generally are felt within an hour or so, and tend to induce altered states that last longer. Complicating matters, people who use cannabis often tend to become less impaired over time, experts say.

Scientists are using vans outfitted with hippie tapestries to drive to the homes of participants in a trial of regular marijuana smokers. The participants breathe into devices in an effort to design breathalyzers that more accurately measure how recently a person smoked weed. Joanna Kulesza for The New York Times


Colorado and Washington, which became the first states to legalize recreational marijuana about a decade ago, have taken steps to study cannabis and road safety, though recent statistics from those states show no consistent trend.

Both states saw an increase in the number of fatal accidents between 2018 and 2022 in which a driver's blood contained marijuana, but officials say they cannot be sure how many of the motorists were impaired at the time of the accident because THC can often be detected in the blood long after the psychoactive effects wear off.

Pam Fischer, an official at the Governors Highway Safety Association, a nonprofit representing state highway safety agencies, said many states have done relatively little to study and mitigate the implications for road safety brought about by legalizing marijuana.

"There was a lot of emphasis on the tax revenue that was going to come into the state," said Ms. Fischer, a former director of the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety. "But we need to think about the societal harm that can happen if we aren't careful and thoughtful."

Mary Kazmark, whose daughter, Krystal, was killed in a crash in California in 2020, said she did not have strong views about legalizing marijuana until the accident. Her daughter's boyfriend, Joshua Daugherty, who was driving, told investigators he had smoked marijuana about eight hours before the crash, according to a California Highway Patrol accident report. Mr. Daugherty told officials that he had lost control of his car while trying to avoid hitting an animal on the road and asserted that his frequent use of marijuana meant that it did not impair him, according to the report.

A Minnesota State Police trooper demonstrates a drug detection device the agency has been testing as part of a pilot program. Several law enforcement agencies have begun using portable breathalyzers that detect cannabis use. Tim Gruber for The New York Times


Ms. Kazmark said she was disappointed and surprised when Mr. Daugherty was charged with vehicular manslaughter without gross negligence, a misdemeanor. California is among states that outlaw impaired driving, but have not set a specific limit on cannabis use and driving.

Ms. Kazmark said she was deeply frustrated that the driver served only a few months behind bars after pleading guilty to the misdemeanor charge.

"I just wish that they could find a way to measure the intoxication and then hold people accountable," she said. "If they had that in place, more people would think twice before lighting up."

Greg Hayes, a prosecutor in Sacramento, said prosecutions of impaired drivers who have used cannabis are rare because investigators lack tools to prove impairment. Another challenge, he said, is a widespread perception by people who consume marijuana that they can safely drive afterward -- a claim that is sharply disputed by federal safety officials.

"You can smell marijuana off the jurors in the courthouse," Mr. Hayes said. "So you're going in front of jurors, some of whom, that very morning when they came to do jury selection, smoked marijuana and drove in."

Asked about their experiences with marijuana and driving, dozens of New York Times readers said that they often got behind the wheel after smoking weed or consuming edibles.

Beth Everett, a novelist and real estate agent in Oregon, said she had come to see her near-daily use of cannabis as something that enhanced, rather than impaired, her driving. Ms. Everett said she drove more than 10,500 miles to promote her latest mystery novel in 2024, most of it after smoking marijuana.

"I can out-smoke Willie Nelson," said Ms. Everett, who added that she had a flawless driving record. "I drive in the slow lane, and I don't ever drive impaired."

Beth Everett said she believes that her use of cannabis enhances her driving rather than impairing it. Ruth Fremson/The New York Times


Ashley Brooks-Russell, a public health professor at the University of Colorado who is running the federally funded driving simulator study, said alcohol and cannabis alter driving performance in different ways. Drunken drivers tend to speed, tailgate and act more aggressively than sober ones. Drivers who have used cannabis, on the other hand, tend to slow down, she said.

Dr. Brooks-Russell said policies on cannabis and driving should not be modeled after drunk-driving laws.

"I think there's a wishful thinking that it should be like alcohol," she said. "But it's not."

In Nevada, which has set a legal limit of two nanograms of THC per milliliter of blood for drivers, Jeff Krajnak, a Navy veteran, said he was stunned to face criminal charges following a fatal car crash in April 2017.

Mr. Krajnak and his son, who was in the vehicle, were not seriously harmed, but a motorist his car struck at an intersection died.

Mr. Krajnak, who said he began using medical cannabis to wean himself off opioids he had been prescribed for treatment of chronic pain, passed a field sobriety test shortly after the accident and voluntarily agreed to let investigators draw a blood sample a short time after the crash, according to court documents. He said he had last smoked marijuana about 19 hours before the accident and had not considered himself to be impaired when it happened.

Weeks after the accident, the police arrested him on felony charges -- including child endangerment and driving under the influence resulting in a death -- because the blood sample showed he had a higher level of THC than allowed under state law. In their report on the accident, Nevada Highway Patrol investigators concluded that Mr. Krajnak had run a red light before the accident. Mr. Krajnak insisted that his light was green, and two witnesses gave the police contradictory accounts about which car had a green light.

In any case, Mr. Krajnak pleaded guilty to a felony charge of reckless driving and misdemeanor D.U.I. as part of an Alford plea, in which a defendant does not admit guilt but accepts punishment. The plea spared him from going to prison and from losing custody of his son.

"There needs to be a more common-sense law than just saying someone is over the limit, so they're under the influence," he said.
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California Laws That Go Into Effect on Jan. 1

Lawmakers passed hundreds of bills in 2024, addressing issues including shoplifting, marijuana and artificial intelligence. Here are some of the key measures that begin New Year's Day.

Bills passed by the State Legislature, along with a ballot measure passed by voters, imposed harsher penalties for shoplifting. Philip Cheung for The New York Times



By Kate Selig



Jan 01, 2025 at 01:00 PM

Harsher penalties for serial shoplifters. A framework for Amsterdam-style cannabis cafes. New safeguards against artificial intelligence deepfakes.

The California Legislature passed hundreds of bills in 2024, many of which go into effect on Jan. 1 and touch nearly every aspect of life in the Golden State.

Here's a look at some of the most prominent laws taking hold New Year's Day.

A crack down on shoplifting

The state passed a series of laws targeting retail crime and property theft, including shoplifting, car break-ins and smash-and-grab robberies.

The legislation increases penalties for repeat offenders, creates additional ways to prosecute crimes as felonies and allows the police to arrest people suspected of retail theft with probable cause, even if officers did not witness the crime.

One significant change allows prosecutors to add up the value of property stolen from multiple victims, making it easier to reach the $950 threshold necessary to charge a suspect with a felony.

The changes come as California voters have shifted to the right on crime. While overall crime rates in California are among the lowest ever recorded, certain crimes, such as vehicle thefts and shoplifting, have risen in recent years.

In November, voters passed Proposition 36, a ballot measure that imposed harsher penalties for shoplifting and drug possession. That went into effect in mid-December.

A pathway for Amsterdam-style cannabis cafes

Marijuana dispensaries in California are now allowed to sell food and nonalcoholic beverages and host live events, paving the way for Amsterdam-like cannabis cafes.

Marijuana businesses in the state, home to the nation's largest number of cannabis consumers, rallied for the law.

A separate law lets local governments create "entertainment zones," where restaurants and bars can sell alcoholic drinks to go, and outdoor drinking will be permitted.

Protections against sexually explicit deepfakes

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed several A.I.-related protections. One bill makes it illegal to create and distribute lifelike depictions of real people in images that cause serious emotional distress, targeting A.I.-generated deepfakes that are sexually explicit. Another bill requires social media platforms to provide users with a way to report sexually explicit deepfakes of themselves.

Mr. Newsom did however veto a sweeping A.I. safety bill that was aimed at limiting the growth of the technology, directing legislators to revise it in the next session.

A ban on 'forced outing' of L.G.B.T.Q. youths by schools

Some school districts previously required that employees notify parents if a student began using different pronouns. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


School districts can no longer require teachers or staff members to disclose a student's gender identity or sexual orientation to their parents.

The legislation, the first of its kind in the country, responds to policies in some school districts that required employees to notify parents if a student began using different pronouns or identified as a gender not reflected in school records.

"Teachers can still talk to parents," Mr. Newsom said at a news conference in December. "What they can't do under the law is fire a teacher for not being a snitch. I just don't think teachers should be gender police."

Several school districts have sued the state over the legislation, and the case is pending in federal court.

Reparations measures for Black residents

Multiple laws modeled after recommendations from the state's Reparations Task Force are taking effect, including a measure that broadens protections against discrimination based on hair texture and hairstyles such as braids, locs and twists that protect hair from damage and are often worn by Black people.

Another such law requires companies to give advance notice to employees and county officials before closing a grocery store or a pharmacy. That measure is aimed at preventing neighborhoods from losing their main source of food or prescriptions, which disproportionately affects areas that are predominantly Black.

Of the 14 reparations bills prioritized by the California Legislative Black Caucus, six were signed into law. Some failed to pass the Legislature, and two were vetoed by Mr. Newsom. The package did not include the direct cash payments recommended by the task force.

A measure blocking medical debt from affecting credit scores

Health providers and debt collectors are now prohibited from reporting most medical debt to credit agencies, preventing it from having a negative impact on credit reports. These reports, which are the basis for credit scores, can affect a person's ability to secure a loan, mortgage or even a job.

Millions of Californians have unpaid medical bills, including more than half of low-income residents, according to the California Health Care Foundation.

Restrictions on toxic chemicals in cosmetics and clothing

A new law bans the sale of products containing PFAS, a group of chemicals that accumulate in the body. The chemicals have been found in clothing and outdoor gear. Jason Henry for The New York Times


Several laws that ban certain toxic chemicals from clothing and cosmetics take effect on Jan. 1.

One bill targets 24 chemicals in cosmetics, including mercury and formaldehyde. Other bills ban the sale of cosmetic products, clothing and outdoor gear containing PFAS, also known as "forever chemicals," a group of thousands of chemicals that persist in the environment and accumulate in the body.

Exposure to PFAS has been linked to severe health risks, though experts are still researching to fully understand their effects. These chemicals are widespread in the blood of Americans and difficult to get rid of, as they can be found in items ranging from pizza boxes to dental floss.

The Legislature passed the laws before 2024 but gave companies additional time to comply.

Safeguards for money made by child content creators

Two pieces of legislation enhance financial protections for child content creators, including child influencers and minors featured on YouTube, Instagram and other online platforms that generate revenue.

One bill extends the state's Coogan Law, which protects child performers, to minors employed as content creators on online platforms. Employers will be required to deposit at least 15 percent of their earnings into a trust account.

The other measure mandates compensation for minors featured in online content that makes money, requiring parents or guardians to set aside a portion of their earnings in a trust account.

A proactive ban on octopus farming

California is banning octopus farming and the sale of farmed octopuses, citing concerns about animal welfare and environmental impacts. Although currently there are no large-scale octopus farming operations in the state, the legislation aims to prevent them from opening in the future.

The law describes octopuses as "highly intelligent, curious, problem-solving animals" that are "conscious, sentient beings."

California is the second state to prohibit octopus farming and the first to ban the sale of farmed octopuses.

Jesus Jimenez and Orlando Mayorquin contributed reporting.
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Trump Says He Plans to Attend Carter's Funeral

In wide-ranging remarks at a New Year's Eve party at Mar-a-Lago, the president-elect also predicted that Mike Johnson would secure enough votes to be re-elected as House speaker.

President-elect Donald J. Trump and Melania Trump arrived at a New Year's Eve event at Mar-a-Lago on Tuesday. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Maggie Haberman
Reporting from Mar-a-Lago


Jan 01, 2025 at 04:46 AM

President-elect Donald J. Trump said on Tuesday that he planned to attend former President Jimmy Carter's state funeral in Washington next week, ending speculation about his presence at the memorial for a predecessor whom he had often criticized.

In wide-ranging remarks to reporters as he entered a flashy New Year's Eve celebration at Mar-a-Lago, his private Florida estate and club, Mr. Trump also predicted that House Speaker Mike Johnson would retain his post and reiterated his support for visas for high-skilled immigrants, doubling down in a fight that has divided his supporters.

Mr. Trump declined to say whether he had spoken to the family of Mr. Carter, who died on Sunday at age 100. Though attendance at the funeral of a predecessor would be virtually automatic for any other president-elect, Mr. Trump has sometimes skipped memorials for other political titans. And it could put Mr. Trump near his living predecessors, three of whom -- Bill Clinton, Barack Obama and President Biden -- have been deeply critical of him.

With what could be a chaotic House leadership election approaching on Friday, Mr. Trump amplified his support for Mr. Johnson, saying he is "the one that can win right now" in a narrowly divided chamber where Republicans have few votes to spare.

The president-elect endorsed Mr. Johnson on Monday, two weeks after undermining a bipartisan spending deal that the speaker had negotiated with House Democrats, imperiling his standing with his Republican colleagues. Mr. Trump had debated letting Mr. Johnson sink but ultimately decided he was the best option to get the 218 votes needed.

Mr. Johnson still faces a tough road, with at least one House Republican publicly saying he will not vote for him. But Mr. Trump said he would make calls on Mr. Johnson's behalf if necessary and predicted that "we're going to get a successful vote."

"Almost everybody likes him," Mr. Trump said of Mr. Johnson. "Others are very good, too, but they have 30 or 40 people that don't like them, so that's pretty tough."

Mr. Trump evaded a question about whether he had new thoughts about handling Russia's invasion of Ukraine, instead pivoting to Mr. Biden's handling of immigration and crime in cities.

Asked whether he planned to meet with the Russian president, Vladimir V. Putin, Mr. Trump seemed confused about the question and appeared to refer to the Ukrainian president, Volodymyr Zelensky, with whom he met recently in France.

"There's a traditional meeting," Mr. Trump said. "Some people say we already had that. You know, we met a week and a half ago. But if it's appropriate, I'd like to, you know, like to do that."

Mr. Trump was also asked why he had changed his mind and decided to support H-1B visas for high-skilled immigrants, siding with his political patron Elon Musk in a fight that Mr. Musk was having over the visa program with some of Mr. Trump's hardest-right supporters.

Mr. Trump, whose administration tried to suspend the issuing of H-1B visas in 2020 during the coronavirus pandemic, insisted that he had not changed his mind.

"I've always felt we have to have the most competent people in our country," he said, "and we need competent people. We need smart people coming into our country, and we need a lot of people coming in."

Mr. Trump spoke briefly with reporters who were placed behind a red velvet rope line near the entrance to Mar-a-Lago shortly after 8:30 p.m. A large crowd dressed in black tie had already poured in for the ticketed event, which nonmembers have had to pay hundreds of dollars for in previous years.

Guests included Vice President-elect JD Vance and his wife, Usha; the casino magnate Miriam Adelson; the former boxing promoter Don King; Representative Michael Waltz of Florida, who will be Mr. Trump's national security adviser; the financier Omeed Malik; the actor George Hamilton; Mr. Trump's longest-serving political adviser, Roger J. Stone Jr.; Senator Ted Cruz of Texas and his wife, Heidi; and Mr. Musk, whose mother and young son X were with him.

Representative Tom Emmer of Minnesota, who had been mentioned as a possible choice for speaker, and Representative Jason Smith of Missouri were also spotted walking into the event.

The guests walked a red carpet into the event, greeted by violin versions of rock songs like "Livin' on a Prayer," with women in black tie playing the instruments at various stations.
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Jimmy Carter's Life, in 17 Objects

Items from his family, the military, his political career and long post-presidency -- and two he made himself.


By Bill Marsh
Photographs by Tony Cenicola



Dec 31, 2024 at 10:00 AM

 The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc., via Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York


1. A Portrait of Miss Lillian

Lillian Gordy Carter, the president's mother, lived life firmly on her own terms.

She was famously accompanied by Andy Warhol, at age 79, to a party in 1977 at Studio 54. Mr. Warhol made this portrait of her, one of three that have been displayed in the Carter Center in Atlanta.

In her early 20s, she started a long career in nursing. And she gave birth to Jimmy at the hospital where she worked, not at home, making him the first president to be born in a hospital.

Ms. Carter flouted the racist customs of the Jim Crow era in rural southwest Georgia, imprinting her four children with broad-minded social views.

She plunged herself into the family-farm business after being widowed at 54. In her late 60s, she applied to the Peace Corps and was sent to India for two years, assigned to work on family-planning efforts. On the side, she bent the rules to bring medical treatments to destitute people in her village.

Americans came to know their presidential mother as Miss Lillian, a telegenic celebrity with a quick, sometimes salty, wit.

During the 1976 presidential campaign, she became a favorite of reporters for her reliably colorful remarks. The Times found her sitting in a rocking chair and holding forth at the Carter campaign headquarters: "Someone asked me the other day, do I ever tell a lie? And I said, 'Yeah, I make up for Jimmy.'"

After the inauguration, a reporter asked: "Miss Lillian, aren't you proud of your son?" She answered, "Which one?"

In "White House Diary," Mr. Carter's book of annotated journals from his presidency, he wrote that his mother had made more than 500 speeches. She was a frequent United States emissary abroad, all the while spurning White House efforts to write scripts for her.

She joked about her frequent deployments to state funerals: "I have a long black dress and a short black dress, because whenever a foreigner dies it seems like everybody's busy but me."

Ms. Carter also expressed disgust with the anti-gay crusade of the singer Anita Bryant.

Life as the future president's mother upended expectations, both large and small, from the start. In her commemorative baby book, under the inscription "James Earl Carter Jr.," she wrote, "'Jimmy' now -- but later of course t'will be 'Jim.'"



2. A Homestead in the Jim Crow South




When Jimmy was not quite 4, his father purchased a farm about two and a half miles outside Plains, Ga., in a predominantly African American hamlet called Archery.

The family's farmhouse lacked running water and electricity in the early years, but it was far more comfortable than the threadbare homes of Black tenant farmers working for Mr. Earl, as Jimmy's father was known.

Jimmy's childhood was heavily influenced by people of color, including Rachel Clark, who, with her husband, Jack, was a senior laborer on the farm.

After his mother and father, Rachel was the closest person to young Jimmy. "Much more than my parents, she talked to me about the religious and moral values that shaped a person's life. Without seeming to preach, she taught me how I should behave," Mr. Carter wrote in "An Hour Before Daylight: Memories of a Rural Boyhood" (2001).

"My own life was shaped by a degree of personal intimacy between Black and white people that is now almost completely unknown and largely forgotten."

This is the Clark homestead on the grounds of the Carter family farm, now open to the public. "As often as possible," Mr. Carter recalled in another memoir, "I spent the night in the Clarks' home, where I slept on a pallet on the floor. Rachel moved it close to the fireplace on cold nights."

Mr. Earl believed in segregation. Still, he abided his wife's empathetic treatment of their Black workers and neighbors, who were the focus of much of her nursing duties after the move to Archery. They were even split on welcoming Black guests into their home. Lillian Carter would accept them through the front entrance and into the living room, prompting her husband to quietly exit the house until the visitors were gone.

"Without any fanfare," Mr. Carter wrote in his biography of Ms. Carter, "Mother just ignored the pervasive restraints of racial segregation."



3. In a Courtship, a Compact




When Eleanor Rosalynn Smith was born, the Carters, including young Jimmy, lived next door to her family in Plains. (It is ROSE-a-lynn, not ROZ-a-lynn, the mispronunciation that is frequently heard outside of Plains.)

During their courtship, Jimmy gave Rosalynn this compact, inscribed with a favorite Carter family endearment represented by the initials "ILYTG": "I love you the goodest."

As a young military couple, with three of their eventual four children, they had lived away from their tiny hometown for about six years. Then, in 1953, they learned that Mr. Carter's father was gravely ill with pancreatic cancer. His death led Mr. Carter to abandon a promising naval career and return to Plains, a decision he made without consulting his wife.

Rosalynn was furious. "I argued. I cried. I even screamed at him," Ms. Carter wrote in her 1984 memoir, "First Lady From Plains." "I loved our life in the Navy and the independence I had finally achieved. Surely, we would never travel anymore."

She added, "I thought the best part of my life had ended."

For his part, Mr. Carter later expressed regret. "I cannot understand in retrospect why I didn't at least consult her concerning decisions that affected all our family," he wrote in "A Full Life: Reflections at Ninety" (2015).

Ms. Carter eventually embraced life back in Plains. ("I had to admit, yes, I was enjoying this life," she wrote in her memoir.) But her husband's meteoric rise to the White House remade her world once more.

She would become the most politically involved first lady since Eleanor Roosevelt, giving speeches, serving in diplomatic roles and advocating for the Equal Rights Amendment. After the Carter presidency, the couple spent decades devoted to causes that spanned the globe and affected millions -- this time, on a more equal footing.

Rosalynn died in Plains on Nov. 19, 2023, at age 96.



4. Certified: an 'Atomic Submariner'




As a boy, the future president was captivated by accounts of his uncle, Tom Gordy, a career Navy man. No Carter family ancestors had finished high school, and the Naval Academy seemed the surest way to reach his goal of a college degree.

After graduation, Mr. Carter spent several years serving on the submarine fleet. While on night watch during a storm in the Pacific, he was swept off the bridge of the U.S.S. Pomfret. The fierce seas dropped him onto another section of the deck, where he grabbed hold of a mounted gun -- surviving, against all odds, "my first experience with impending death."

Mr. Carter was chosen to help develop the Navy's first nuclear-powered submarines, a secret effort directed by Capt. Hyman Rickover. Mr. Carter, one of the first atomic submariners, received this certificate upon completion of his training, which included graduate studies in theoretical nuclear physics. (Years later, President Carter would become Admiral Rickover's commander in chief.)

In 1952, the Chalk River reactor in Ontario, Canada, experienced a catastrophic partial meltdown. Experts in atomic power were few, so Captain Rickover dispatched Mr. Carter, age 28, and his team to help dismantle the stricken plant. After practicing on a mock-up of the damaged reactor, Mr. Carter and the others, sealed in protective suits, entered the radioactive wreckage, disassembling it piece by piece. Remarkably, Mr. Carter wrote, none of them had any permanent aftereffects.

Mr. Carter was president when the Three Mile Island nuclear accident occurred. He and Rosalynn visited the plant's control room in an effort to calm public fears.

In 2005, the Navy commissioned the nuclear-powered U.S.S. Jimmy Carter submarine. It was the first sub named for a living former president.



5. A Governor for the 'New South'




Mr. Carter's early political career was a tightrope walk between his belief in racial equality and the need to win votes in a region and state dominated by segregationists. The peanut farm he ran endured threats from white racists, but at times he was not above courting them.

Mr. Carter lost his first race for the governorship of Georgia in 1966, running as a moderate. He placed third in the Democratic primary, splitting the centrist vote and clearing a path for Lester Maddox, a notorious segregationist, to eke out a win. Mr. Maddox, who owned a whites-only restaurant in Atlanta, was known for chasing away Black would-be customers while brandishing an ax handle. (The handles were sold as souvenirs in the restaurant, sometimes autographed.) In 1964, he waved a pistol at three Black students who tried to enter his restaurant.

Now he was in charge of the state.

Mr. Carter ran in the next election, this time to the right of his main primary opponent. He cultivated everyone, tailoring his message to radically different audiences, but there was no question which was largest. A poll in April 1970 found that 54 percent of Georgians believed that integration was moving too fast.

Mr. Carter sought the support of the former head of Georgia's White Citizens Council; after they met, the segregationist announced that he was in the Carter camp. Years earlier, council members had pressured Mr. Carter to join the Plains chapter. When he refused, they organized a boycott of his business.

Black voters were skeptical of any campaign that was associated with racists, but as Mr. Carter told Vernon Jordan, the president of the National Urban League: "You won't like my campaign, but you will like my administration." He won the 1970 election handily.

His fixation on government efficiency had a rich target in Georgia's patronage-heavy bureaucracy. This editorial cartoon by Clifford H. Baldowski, known as Baldy, which illustrated the task ahead, hangs in the Georgia Capitol.

Having finally won the office, Mr. Carter was free to deal more forthrightly with race matters.

"I say to you quite frankly that the time for racial discrimination is over," he declared in his inaugural address. This shocked many white Georgians, who felt betrayed, but the speech earned him plaudits as a leader of a more modern "New South."

In a vexing twist, Mr. Maddox was simultaneously elected -- by a greater margin -- as his lieutenant governor, and the two were largely at war for the next four years.



6. An Evangelical Life




Mr. Carter's Baptist upbringing was a political curiosity: He was the first born-again Christian to become president. During his administration, his progressive wing of Baptists would begin to give way to an ascendant conservative movement -- in today's shorthand, the evangelical vote -- that played a key role in his 1980 defeat.

This imposing cross, hanging in the sanctuary of Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, was made by Mr. Carter, as were the congregation's collection plates. The modest red-brick church was the setting for most of Mr. Carter's post-presidential Sunday school lessons, drawing overflow crowds on weekends when the teacher was in town.

Jimmy was dedicated to his faith from an early age, even more so than his father, who was a deacon and a Sunday school teacher at Plains Baptist Church.

After the loss in his first run for Georgia governor, Mr. Carter was shaken and deeply depressed. His sister Ruth Carter Stapleton, who would become famous for her evangelical ministry, counseled a renewed commitment to his faith and inspired him to pursue missionary work while succeeding in politics.

Religious life in southwest Georgia was also tainted by racism. In 1965, Plains Baptist, long the family's church, was under pressure to admit Black congregants, but Mr. Carter's fellow deacons wanted none of it. When the issue came up for a vote, 54 congregants opposed integration and only six supported it -- five of them Carters, including Jimmy, Rosalynn and Lillian.

The church's ban lasted 11 years and was an embarrassment to Mr. Carter during his first presidential campaign. Days before the election, church deacons voted to oust their pastor for finally supporting the admission of a Black worshiper. After mediation by Mr. Carter, a vote by the congregation reversed the ban, 120 to 66.

During the Carter presidency, a breakaway, integration-friendly flock established Maranatha Baptist Church across town. The Carters attended both churches when visiting from Washington; in 1981, resettling in Plains, they chose Maranatha.



7. A Sharp Rebuke to Georgia's Elites




Governor Carter and his supporters were mulling a presidential run as early as 1972. But they could not have foreseen the crucial boost he got in May 1974, when he was a third-tier speaker at the University of Georgia's annual Law Day ceremonies.

Mr. Carter's prepared text turned out to be similar to the keynote address delivered by Senator Ted Kennedy, so he abandoned it in favor of largely extemporaneous remarks: an unsparing takedown of Georgia's privileged class, corrupt officials and ossified Southern legal customs, especially those deployed against African Americans. The speech stunned his audience of lawyers and judges. Much of his criticism was aimed squarely at them.

"The powerful and the influential have carved out for themselves, or have inherited, a privileged position in society," in a sense locking in an unjust status quo, he said. He went on to assail literacy tests "used with a great deal of smirking" to prevent Black people from voting; schemes by corrupt judges and lawyers to cheat African Americans out of money and land; and rampant sentencing disparities.

After upsetting a social order rigged solely to benefit white people, the governor pointedly noted, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. "was perhaps despised by many in this room."

Also in the room: the journalist Hunter S. Thompson, possibly the lone reporter to show up. He was not, he wrote later, especially interested in what the governor had to say. But when Mr. Carter remarked that his ideas had been influenced by a close personal friend, "a great poet named Bob Dylan," Mr. Thompson wrote, he was roused from a whiskey-induced fog.

He spent the next two years extolling the Law Day speech and playing recordings of it, culminating in a lengthy and influential "endorsement" (a term he later said was used in error) of Mr. Carter on the cover of the June 3, 1976, edition of Rolling Stone magazine. Intended or not, his account of Mr. Carter's Law Day address had the effect of an endorsement in the midst of a fiercely fought presidential race.

"It was a king hell bastard of a speech," Mr. Thompson wrote, adding that it was "the heaviest and most eloquent thing I have ever heard from the mouth of a politician."



8. From 'Jimmy Who?' to Commander in Chief




When Mr. Carter told his mother he was going to run for president, she replied, "President of what?"

In 1975, he was virtually unknown outside Georgia. The next year he was president-elect.

His national anonymity was confirmed by an appearance on a television game show called "What's My Line?" in which celebrities would try to establish a guest's occupation through a series of questions and guesswork. Governor Carter, nameless but visible to the panel and beaming his soon-to-be-famous grin, nearly stumped them.

His remarkable rise over better-known rivals was due in large part to the tireless work of family members and friends from Georgia who were dispatched to frigid Northern states in the winter of 1976 to evangelize for their peanut farmer. They came to be known as the Peanut Brigade and generated a steady following among the news media.

Rosalynn was an especially effective ambassador, having honed her skills in their earlier Georgia campaigns.

The peanut became a potent emblem for an unusual candidate. In Iowa, it was a reminder that an actual farmer was running for president. Indiana supporters built a 13-foot tall version sporting their candidate's megawatt smile, now located at a roadside spot in Plains.

The strategy to win the party's nomination set a template for future campaigns: Contest every state and win the early caucuses and primaries, especially in Iowa and New Hampshire. Mr. Carter's rivals had conserved resources for later states they felt they could win. His early momentum, and the wall-to-wall news coverage it generated, swamped them.



9. A Powerful Vice President




Before Walter Mondale, American vice presidents were a forlorn lot, occupants of a vaguely defined, often thankless job who were sometimes humiliated by their own presidents.

Jimmy Carter modernized the role in ways that were radical at the time. Mr. Mondale, known as Fritz, was thoroughly briefed on the same sensitive intelligence the president received; he was treated with the same authority as the president by others in the administration; he had regularly scheduled time with the president, alone, to strategize.

Perhaps the most visible upgrade was his new office in the West Wing, the center of executive power. His five most immediate predecessors had been headquartered in the Executive Office Building next door; before that, most had been kept in isolation from their bosses on Capitol Hill. (Mr. Mondale kept all three offices.)

"If you're in the Executive Office Building, you might as well be in Baltimore!" he told the Carter biographer Stuart E. Eizenstat.

This Carter button, in the campaign's signature green, summed up their politically balanced ticket: Deep South partnered with far North, appealing to liberal and conservative Democrats alike.

Mr. Mondale and his president were indeed close. He inscribed a photo of them on the White House grounds this way:

"To My President -- From the first Vice-President in history who came to love the President he served. I shall be forever grateful."



10. The Energy President




Mr. Carter made energy policy one of his top concerns. His presidency arrived after several years of oil shortages and price spikes that had roiled the economy.

He established the Department of Energy, which was also responsible for managing the nuclear weapons stockpile, and famously installed 32 solar panels on the West Wing of the White House to promote renewable sources. To his disappointment, Ronald Reagan had them removed. (The National Park Service quietly added new panels for secondary buildings on White House grounds in 2002, and the Obama administration revived solar power on the main structure in 2014.)

The Carter family got the Marvel Comics treatment by the artist John Tartaglione to encourage -- along with Captain America -- energy conservation. This illustration, signed by Stan Lee, Marvel's publisher, is on display at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum in Atlanta.

In 2017, Mr. Carter oversaw the installation of 3,852 solar panels on family farmland in Plains. Across 10 acres, where peanuts once grew, the panels can produce enough energy to power more than half of the town.



11. Artisan and Activist




After Mr. Carter's 1980 election loss, his staff gave him this set of woodworking tools, knowing their boss would soon have far more free time on his hands and that he had an interest in carpentry, sparked by a boyhood fascination with his father's wood shop.

Hobbies were the least of his famed post-presidential life, perhaps the most active in American history. But it didn't start out that way. There was no plan, save for an abrupt return to Plains at age 56. "When we came home I had no idea what I would do with the rest of my life," Mr. Carter wrote.

In 1984, the Carters began their long association with Habitat for Humanity, the Christian nonprofit that builds low-cost housing for the poor, with headquarters in Americus, just down the road from Plains. For decades, during the couple's annual weeklong Carter Work Project, the two helped build homes across the country and around the world alongside thousands of volunteers.

The Carters's first Habitat project outside Georgia started that year: The rehab of an abandoned tenement at 742 East Sixth Street in Manhattan. The couple and a corps of three dozen volunteers from Georgia traveled about 27 hours by Trailways bus from Americus and slept dormitory-style in a Hell's Kitchen church. "Carpenter Named Carter Comes to New York," read the front-page headline in The Times. New Yorkers crowded the site, eager to see their recent president swinging a hammer in work clothes.

The project required a second visit in 1985, via the same bus, with the former first couple startling people at churches and at other unannounced stops along the way. The building, Mascot Flats, remained home to some of its first residents decades after its renovation.



12. Campaigns Against Disease




After leaving office, Mr. Carter founded the Carter Center, a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting peace, fighting disease and combating social inequality around the world.

The center has worked for years to eliminate devastating diseases affecting millions of people, including elephantiasis and river blindness, which it has helped eradicate in Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador and Guatemala.

When the Carter Center began eradication efforts against Guinea worm disease in 1986, about 3.5 million people across 21 countries were afflicted with the excruciating condition. The worms, transmitted by drinking larvae-infested water, grow to up to three feet long inside their hosts. After a year, the worm emerges, slowly, through an extremely painful skin blister; victims spread the disease by seeking pain relief in waterways, where the worm releases more larvae, spreading infections.

By November 2024, a provisional count of Guinea worm disease cases stood at seven worldwide, in only two countries. It appears to be on track to become the second human disease (after smallpox) and the first parasite to be vanquished.

The vial above contains the last known Guinea worm in Nigeria, along with a pipe filter that allows people to drink contaminated water without ingesting parasitic larvae. Millions of the filters have been distributed by the Carter Center and its partners.

Asked about his hopes for the future after his 2015 cancer diagnosis, Mr. Carter said: "I'd like for the last Guinea worm to die before I do."



13. American Emissaries for Democracy




The Carter Center has monitored more than 100 elections abroad, often with the Carters themselves observing the vote. These identification badges are from missions in Liberia, Ethiopia and Tunisia.

Citizen Carter's involvement in foreign affairs was not always welcomed, even by his successors. In 1994, he recalled in "A Full Life," during a diplomatic crisis with North Korea and after being refused permission to travel there by the Clinton administration, Mr. Carter announced he would go anyway. President Bill Clinton eventually gave his blessing. Despite conflicting statements between the two American presidents on whether sanctions against North Korea were still on the table, Mr. Carter was credited with defusing the crisis and winning curbs on the North's nuclear weapons program.

The related agreements lasted eight years, until they were canceled by the Bush administration in 2002 during a new dispute with North Korea. That same year, Mr. Carter was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his humanitarian work and peacemaking.



14. A Friendship With a Presidential Rival

 Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library


The 1976 campaign between Mr. Carter and President Gerald R. Ford was -- for its era -- a ferocious contest. Five years later, the two rivals had formed a bond.

As Mr. Ford told a White House audience in 2000, "Certainly few observers in January 1977 would have predicted that Jimmy and I would become the closest of friends." Mr. Carter liked to say that they had enjoyed the deepest presidential friendship in American history.

Mr. Ford was regularly briefed by the Carter administration, not least because he had done the early work for some of its top achievements, including the Panama Canal treaties and the Camp David accords.

Their long friendship took root when they served in the American delegation to the 1981 funeral of Anwar el-Sadat, the Egyptian president. They also made headlines on the return flight by agreeing that the United States should negotiate with the Palestine Liberation Organization.

The two ex-presidents would eventually lead more than 25 projects together, including the National Commission on Federal Election Reform, which was prompted by the disputed 2000 presidential election. Above, a note from the 39th president thanking the 38th for agreeing to help Habitat for Humanity.

Betty Ford and Rosalynn Carter also grew close, lobbying together on health care, drug and alcohol policies and mental health issues and in support of the Equal Rights Amendment.

Mr. Carter was taken aback when Mr. Ford asked him in 2006 to deliver the eulogy at his funeral. Mr. Carter agreed -- if Mr. Ford would make the same pledge for him.

Just a few months later, at the service for Mr. Ford in East Grand Rapids, Mich., Mr. Carter began his eulogy with "the first words I spoke as president," the opening sentence of his Inaugural Address:

"For myself, and for our nation, I want to thank my predecessor for all he has done to heal our land."



15. A Prolific Author




Together, the Carters have written more than 30 books, including four by Rosalynn and one they co-wrote in 1987, "Everything to Gain: Making the Most of the Rest of Your Life."

Mr. Carter typed his 1982 presidential memoir, "Keeping Faith," on this Lanier word processor in his home office.

Mr. Carter has also written books on policy; a poetry collection; a Revolutionary War novel; a children's tale illustrated by his daughter, Amy; a biography of his mother; several reflective works on religion; and the acclaimed account of his childhood in segregated rural Georgia, "An Hour before Daylight: Memories of a Rural Boyhood."

His book "Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid" (2006) drew the ire of some pro-Israel groups, in part because its title evoked parallels between Israel's treatment of Palestinians and that of Black people under white rule in South Africa. His national book tour, at times contentious, was chronicled in a documentary, "Jimmy Carter Man From Plains," by the filmmaker Jonathan Demme.



16. Plains, the Family Anchor




Aside from their Navy years and life in temporary political quarters, the Carters were firmly rooted in the farming crossroads of Plains from birth through all of their post-White House years.

Upon returning from Washington in 1981, they were shocked to discover that their farm business, which had been placed in a trust that allowed no involvement from the president, had gone deeply into debt. The business was sold at a small loss, but the Carters kept their farmland and continued to grow peanuts and other crops.

They settled back into the modest ranch-style home they had built in 1961 on the edge of town. This 2011 painting by Mr. Carter depicts the house in an unusual blanket of snow.

Downtown Plains consists largely of a row of 19th-century commercial buildings, and a former train depot that served as Mr. Carter's symbolic 1976 campaign headquarters. There are fewer than 600 people living in the mile-wide diameter around the town's main intersection.

The former first couple regularly strolled the quiet sidewalks of Plains, to and from gatherings and meals at the homes of friends. They were fixtures at public events well into their 90s, like the annual square dance for supporters of the Carter Center. Life in their tiny hometown made them perhaps the most accessible of modern-era first couples, and the least tethered to the trappings of high office.

"Our friends are here, and we are just Jimmy and Rosalynn to them, as though we have never been gone," Rosalynn wrote in "First Lady from Plains." "It is refreshing."



17. Against the Odds, a Long Life




The Carter family has been devastated by pancreatic cancer to an extreme degree. It took the lives of Mr. Carter's father, at age 58, and all of his siblings: sisters Ruth, at 54, and Gloria, at 63, and brother, Billy, at 51. His mother also had it, in addition to breast cancer.

Recent science suggests genetics could be to blame. Mr. Carter often pondered his longevity amid the family's losses.

"The only difference between me and my father and my siblings was that I never smoked a cigarette," he told The Times in 2007. "My daddy smoked regularly. All of them smoked."

In August 2015, at age 90, Mr. Carter revealed that a cancerous tumor had been removed from his liver and that tests showed the melanoma had spread to his brain.

Soon, throughout Plains, residents displayed campaign-style signs, in familiar Carter green, in support of their favorite son. This one was in the yard of Rosalynn's childhood home.

On Dec. 6, 2015, after about four months of treatment, Mr. Carter announced to his Sunday school audience at Maranatha Baptist Church that he was cancer free. He and Rosalynn returned to work on their varied causes.

On March 22, 2019, at 94, he became the longest-living president in American history. He died on Dec. 29 at age 100.



Sources: The Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum; The Carter Center; Jimmy Carter National Historic Site; Maranatha Baptist Church; Atlanta History Center.

Books by Jimmy Carter: "A Remarkable Mother," "An Hour before Daylight: Memories of a Rural Boyhood," "A Full Life: Reflections at Ninety," "A Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence, and Power," "White House Diary."

Other books: "First Lady from Plains," by Rosalynn Carter; "Jimmy Carter: A Comprehensive Biography from Plains to Postpresidency," by Peter G. Bourne; "The Unfinished Presidency: Jimmy Carter's Journey to the Nobel Peace Prize," by Douglas Brinkley; "Redeemer: The Life of Jimmy Carter," by Randall Balmer; "President Carter: The White House Years," by Stuart E. Eizenstat; "Lillian Carter: A Compassionate Life," by Grant Hayter-Menzies.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/31/us/jimmy-carter-17-objects.html
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After the Presidency, Shaking Hands and Teaching Sunday School

Once he left the White House in 1981, Mr. Carter became known for his striking accessibility and his sense of humility.

Former President Jimmy Carter at his Sunday school class at Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., in 2018. Melissa Golden for The New York Times



By Rick Rojas



Dec 29, 2024 at 10:30 PM

The regular worshipers had come on a Sunday morning to Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., as had hundreds of others, some driving and flying in from across the country.

They filled the tiny sanctuary and spilled into the back room of the church to hear Jimmy Carter, a former president of the United States, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize and, at that moment in 2019, a Sunday school teacher with a lesson about being friendly to your neighbors.

"You just kind of reach out to them," Mr. Carter told the congregation, imparting his belief in the untold power of kindness. "Take a boy to a ballgame or something like that. Nothing big. That's what I think would make America a better country, make you a better person and a better Christian."

The crowd listened intently, many having traveled long distances and woken up well before sunrise for the chance to be within arm's reach of a former president who always seemed so eager to shake hands.

Plenty of politicians cast themselves as an Everyman, and Mr. Carter, who died on Sunday, was certainly not the only former White House resident to start a foundation or spend some of his time in retirement hanging around a university campus.

But in the four decades after he left the White House, Mr. Carter became known for how strikingly accessible he was. He greeted fellow passengers on commercial airline flights, and hammered away with other volunteers building homes for Habitat for Humanity.

He mowed the church lawn. He lived in a simple house in Plains, Ga., his hometown, that was worth about as much as one of the armored Secret Service vehicles parked outside.

And in his final years, as Mr. Carter went through numerous health scares and recurring hospital visits, many people could relate to his stubborn fight to fend off the wrath of time, a universal inevitability that transcends partisan divides.

Those who knew Mr. Carter well and those who had only briefly interacted with him agreed that his homespun small-town persona belied how unique he was. They described a fierce intellect and an unceasing drive that kept him going as his body slowed. At the same time, many said, his sense of humility reflected his genuine nature.

"I've been with him when he's with some of the most important people in the world and some of the least," said Jonathan Reckford, the chief executive of Habitat for Humanity International, a nonprofit group that builds housing for needy families and has long been associated with Mr. Carter. "He's always the same person."

His status as the longest-lived former president meant that Americans younger than 40 knew him exclusively as an ex-president, his time in office relegated to chapters in history textbooks and the grumblings of grandparents about something to do with malaise. He long ago shifted into the role of a national elder, active on the global stage with the humanitarian work that came to define his legacy and occasionally leaping into the fray to opine on politics.

Former presidents have signed development deals with Netflix and socialized with billionaires. Like others, Mr. Carter amassed wealth, as a landowner and as an author, earning royalties from his books. But he declined paid speaking engagements and invitations to join corporate boards, moves that had enriched some of his contemporaries.

Instead, he wrote -- publishing more than two dozen books, about politics and policy but also about woodworking, faith and aging. He kept busy with Sunday school, sometimes teaching as often as twice a month. He was also a fixture at Emory University and its main campus in Atlanta, where he based the Carter Center and routinely interacted with students.

Josephine Mac-Arthur, who studied human health at Emory, said she struck up a conversation with Mr. Carter about Ghana, her home country. He mentioned his work there with the Carter Center, observing elections, fighting preventable diseases and ramping up crop production.

"There's a human side to him," Ms. Mac-Arthur said. With most influential public figures, she said, "We can't imagine them being like us, being ordinary or having regular or normal struggles. We were able to connect with him on different levels."

Mr. Carter joined Emory's faculty in 1982, the year after his term ended. He lectured and held a town hall gathering with first-year students every year for 37 years. After all that time, Emory officials said, Mr. Carter would joke that he had racked up the kind of accomplishments needed for tenure: He was a published author, he noted to university officials, and had taught students from every school of the university. Finally, in 2019, he got it.

"I'm very proud it really wasn't honorary," said Claire E. Sterk, Emory's president at the time. "There was rigor in the process. I think it meant a lot to him. It meant a lot to us."

William Dewey, then a political science student, recalled a gathering where he and a few other students had a chance to talk with Mr. Carter and ask questions. "It was, at first, a little quiet," he said. "I think people were a little scared and intimidated, even though he is the least intimidating human being I've ever met. You would think that someone who had been one of the most powerful people on the planet would exude an aura of intimidation, but once he started talking, he was like my grandpa."

One of the students, Mr. Dewey recalled, dominated the conversation and even spoke over Mr. Carter. "You're really interrupting the president!" he remembered thinking. Mr. Carter simply nodded his head and answered the student's questions. "He didn't tell him off," Mr. Dewey said. "He didn't say anything."

In 2017, The Washington Post declared in a headline that Mr. Carter was the "most affable living president" after a video spread on social media showing him on a flight to Atlanta from Washington, grinning and wearing a bolo tie, apparently shaking the hand of every passenger before takeoff.

Mr. Carter and his wife, Rosalynn Carter, spent much of their time in Plains, a speck of a town surrounded by farmland about 150 miles south of Atlanta. The couple lived in a ranch house that is not unlike their neighbors' homes, except for the high fence and the Secret Service guard station.

As other small towns nearby shriveled or welcomed fast-food chains, Plains froze into a living museum of its most famous son. Plains High School no longer has students; it is now a National Park Service site where exhibits detail how young Jimmy and Rosalynn's relationship began there. And there is the train station that served as Mr. Carter's campaign headquarters in 1976, and a short drive away, his childhood home, looking as it did when he was young.

Still, residents said that the Carters tried to carry themselves as just another family in town. Visitors to their house say that after passing through security, they would be welcomed by the Carters, who answered their own door. One story often passed around town is about the motorist who pulled up to Maranatha Baptist Church while Mr. Carter was mowing the lawn and asked if this is where Jimmy Carter went to church, failing to recognize that it was Mr. Carter himself who replied that it sure was.

He started teaching Sunday school after returning from Washington in the early 1980s, and over time, it grew into a production that required the help of virtually the entire congregation: showing up at 3 a.m. to direct cars, herding hundreds of people through security and into the church, and managing the well-oiled assembly line of photographs that nearly every visitor took with Mr. and Mrs. Carter.

The Rev. Tony Lowden, a former pastor at Maranatha, said he treasured, and often played, the message left on his phone with the familiar voice of Mr. Carter offering him the job in 2019. (Just before hanging up, the former president mentioned, "This is Jimmy Carter, by the way.")

Maranatha was formed in 1977 by a group of worshipers from Plains Baptist Church who splintered off when that congregation voted to uphold a ban against allowing Black people to join. Mr. Lowden was the first African American to lead Maranatha.

He found himself in awe of Mr. Carter, with his impulse to want to help people and the wherewithal to do so -- whether through a large-scale humanitarian effort or making sure a new member of the church was looked after.

"There's certain things that drive people, and he was driven by his faith," Mr. Lowden said.

When he joined the church, he asked Mr. Carter -- who he often calls J.C. or 39, for his place in the order of presidents -- to stay around for another 10 years to help him guide the church. Even after Mr. Carter's death, Mr. Lowden believes that, in a different way, the former president will still guide the congregation.

"He's a true servant leader," Mr. Lowden said, adding that he took one of his greatest lessons from watching Mr. Carter's persistence up to his final days. "He's leaving nothing on the field."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/29/us/carter-after-presidency-sunday-school.html
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Outspoken N.Y.P.D. Chief Is Tapped for Top Uniformed Position

Chief John Chell, a 30-year veteran of the Police Department, has publicly sparred with members of the media and liberal politicians.

John Chell has stepped into a top role as chief of the department for the N.Y.P.D. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Mihir Zaveri



Jan 01, 2025 at 09:26 PM

A veteran New York police chief who has drawn scrutiny for appearing on a conservative news channel in uniform and sparring with liberal politicians on social media was appointed the city's top uniformed officer, the Police Department announced on Tuesday.

The police official, John Chell, had already held the position -- called the chief of department -- on an interim basis since December, when his predecessor, Jeffrey Maddrey, was accused of sexual misconduct and resigned. Mr. Maddrey has denied the accusations.

Before his new post, Chief Chell had led the patrol services bureau, part of a 30-year career with the New York Police Department. He now moves permanently into a key role, where he will be in charge of crime-fighting strategies, quality-of-life initiatives and operational planning.

The police commissioner, Jessica Tisch, announced Chief Chell's appointment on New Year's Eve, along with the placement of two other department veterans in new positions: Philip Rivera, as chief of patrol, and Edward Thompson, as chief of internal affairs.

"These leaders will ensure we continue to drive down crime and improve quality of life, maintain honor and integrity across the department, and strengthen the bonds of partnership between the police and the people of our great city," Commissioner Tisch said in a statement.

The appointments come at a tumultuous time for the Police Department, which faces a host of problems, including climbing overtime costs and a persistent fear of random crime across the city. The administration of Mayor Eric Adams, himself a former police official, also remains battered by allegations of corruption. The department is the nation's largest, with about 50,000 civilian and uniformed employees.

The resignation of Mr. Maddrey, a close ally of Mr. Adams, spawned multiple federal and local investigations into Mr. Maddrey's alleged conduct. Commissioner Tisch, who was appointed by Mr. Adams on Nov. 20, is the mayor's fourth police commissioner; three commissioners have quit within the past 18 months.

Before his stint as chief of patrol, Chief Chell led several police precincts and teams of detectives in Brooklyn, the Police Department said. He received the department's medal of valor in 2000.

Recently, he has also drawn attention for his outspokenness. This year, Chief Chell spoke briefly to a conservative news channel, Newsmax, while in full uniform at a campaign rally for Donald J. Trump at Madison Square Garden, where he was overseeing security as chief of patrol. He has appeared on Newsmax before, as well as on other outlets that have not traditionally drawn a conservative audience.

Chief Chell has also been vocal on social media, where he has traded barbs with liberal members of the City Council and reporters whose stories he said were too critical of the department.

"We're going to start pushing back and I think the issue is people aren't used to it," Chief Chell told reporters in April. "I can tweet and fight crime at the same time."
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Victim in Subway Shoving Suffered a Broken Skull and Other Injuries

The suspect, Kamel Hawkins, has been charged with attempted murder and was arraigned on Wednesday morning. The victim, Joseph Lynskey, is suffering, his sister said.

The assailant was captured on video at the 18th Street subway station in Chelsea just after Joseph Lynskey was pushed.



By Chelsia Rose Marcius, Katherine Rosman and Sean Piccoli



Jan 01, 2025 at 04:29 PM

A man who was shoved off a Manhattan subway platform and into the path of a fast-moving train not only survived, but was able to speak to his family from his hospital bed.

The man, Joseph Lynskey, 45, suffered serious injuries: a ruptured spleen, four broken ribs and a fractured skull, according to court records filed on Wednesday. 

"Our main priority right now -- our sole priority right now -- is supporting our brother Joe," his sister Eileen Parsons said in a phone interview. "We are so grateful that he is alive."

His survival was a matter of inches. Mr. Lynskey was struck by the train but not head-on, according to two law enforcement officials with knowledge of the matter. He also fell next to the train, not under it, apparently saving his life, the officials said.

The person accused of attacking Mr. Lynskey on Tuesday, Kamel Hawkins, 23, was charged with attempted murder in the second degree and four counts of assault, according to a criminal complaint filed by Manhattan prosecutors.

Mr. Hawkins was arraigned in Manhattan criminal court on Wednesday morning, a spokesman for the district attorney said. A judge ordered that Mr. Hawkins be held in jail until his next court date on Jan. 6.

The suspect, Kamel Hawkins, had a string of arrests that include violent offenses. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times


Mr. Lynskey, a D.J. who performs under the name Joe Usher, is also the head of content and music programming at Gray V, a company that creates background music and playlists for hotels, restaurants, gyms and retail businesses.

According to his online bio, Mr. Lynskey was born and raised in Miami, where he began "honing his sound" during the 1990s in the South Beach and Design District areas.

"After a move to Manhattan, he began an eclectic journey through some of New York's best underground clubs," Mr. Lynskey's bio says. He produced soundtracks for fashion houses' runway shows and provided music for events held by major companies and at clubs across the United States and in Brazil and Costa Rica, his bio says.

Mr. Lynskey's online profile shows an active life, including playing tennis and hiking, attending cultural events and spending time with nieces, nephews and his dachshund, Leo. In a social media post, Mr. Lynskey named "2 of the biggest loves in life, Madonna and New York City." He recently moved into a new apartment in Brooklyn.

Mr. Lynskey is devoted to tennis and his dog, Leo. via the Lynskey family


Surveillance video of the attack shows Mr. Lynskey in a light orange jacket standing near the edge of the southbound platform at the 18th Street station in Chelsea. He appears to be looking down at his phone when a man in a dark coat passes behind him.

The man in the dark coat doubles back and violently shoves the victim off the platform just as the train passes through.

Hours later, on social media, Mayor Eric Adams called the incident an "appalling act of violence" that "has absolutely no place on our subway system."

"Random acts of violence like this contribute to New Yorkers feeling unsettled," he added.

Mr. Hawkins had a string of arrests for assault, harassment and weapons possession, according to police and court records. He has an open case in Brooklyn criminal court, where he is facing harassment and assault charges for throwing bleach on a woman and trying to kick down her door, according to a criminal complaint.

His father, Shamel Spencer, 40, who lives with Mr. Hawkins in an apartment in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, said in an interview that he was stunned by the accusations against his son.

Mr. Spencer, who went to court on Wednesday to see his child, acknowledged that Mr. Hawkins had run-ins with the law. Still, he said, he would never have expected his son to be accused of such a violent act.

"He's not a bad kid at all," said Mr. Spencer, who spoke somberly in the doorway of their home. Mr. Hawkins works for a moving company and is "usually focused and work-driven."

But in recent weeks, Mr. Spencer said, he had become increasingly worried about his son's mental health. He said Mr. Hawkins often smokes marijuana, and he wondered whether it had affected his ability to reason.

Mr. Spencer said he had been seeking help for his son. "I just know right now he's not himself," he said.

Surviving a shove off a New York City subway platform as a train arrives is rare. The last known person to live through a similar attack was a 42-year-old woman who was pushed at the Times Square station in 2021. She walked away with a fractured chin, a broken arm and a broken nose. The woman who shoved her was sentenced to 12 years in prison in August.

Erik Bottcher, the city councilman who represents the district where Mr. Lynskey was pushed, said they have mutual friends, but any New Yorker would feel for him.

"People who see the video say, 'It could have been me,' because what Joe is doing is what nearly every New Yorker does every day: simply waiting for the train."

"Clearly the person who did this did not intend for him to survive," Mr. Bottcher added. "It was timed to inflict death. It was calculated and timed so that it would extinguish Joe's life."

He said the crime should add urgency to the coming legislative session. "This is just the latest wake-up call for our leaders, about the failures in our mental health and criminal justice systems," he said. "This clearly has to be the focus of the upcoming legislative session in Albany -- the systemic failures at the intersection of criminal justice and mental health."

Michael Rothfeld contributed reporting.
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Times Square Revelers Ring in a Soggy New Year After Thunderstorm

People lined up in ponchos to see the New Year's Eve ball-drop in New York.

People waiting in the rain during a New Year's Eve celebration in Times Square on Tuesday. Adrienne Grunwald for The New York Times



By Yan Zhuang



Jan 01, 2025 at 05:25 AM

New Yorkers are used to ringing in the New Year in the cold or even the snow. But in rain, thunder and lightning? Not so much.

Heavy rain fell in New York City on Tuesday night and lightning lit up the sky, a rarity this time of year. But many revelers were undeterred. They showed up in Times Square in Manhattan to watch the annual ball-drop wearing ponchos. (Umbrellas were not allowed.)

Rain was forecast to fall in the New York City metro area from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m., with moderate to occasionally heavy rain falling for a two to four hour period in that window, the National Weather Service's New York office said. Thunder was predicted for the same area from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., the office said.

By about 11:30 p.m., the worst of the weather appeared to have passed over Manhattan, according to the Weather Service's radar.

On social media, some users said they had abandoned their plans in the face of the heavy rain. Others described the weather as unsettling or interpreted it as an ominous sign for the year ahead.

The Prospect Park drone light show in Brooklyn was canceled. And people hoping to get a running start to 2025 were disappointed: The New York Road Runners canceled their midnight run in Central Park citing continuous lightning strikes.
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News Analysis


The Battle Over What to Tell Americans About Drinking

Officials in other countries are warning about the health hazards of alcohol in any amount. Americans are still told that moderate drinking is safe. What gives?

The evidence against drinking has been evolving for years now. But that was not reflected in the last update of the U.S. Dietary Guidelines in 2020, and may not be in the 2025 revision either. Tamara Kenyon for The New York Times



By Roni Caryn Rabin



Jan 01, 2025 at 11:04 AM

A report that is intended to shape the next edition of the U.S. Dietary Guidelines has broken sharply with an emerging scientific consensus that alcohol has no health benefits.

The evidence review, by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine in December, revived a once-dominant hypothesis that moderate drinking is linked to fewer heart attack and stroke deaths, and fewer deaths overall, compared with never drinking.

Many scientists now take issue with that view. And some fear that, based on the new analysis, the influential dietary guidelines may fail to address recent research into the harms of drinking.

The guidelines are revised once every five years, and there have been growing concerns about rising alcohol consumption in the United States in recent decades.

"This report is a thinly veiled effort to undo the growing evidence that alcohol causes cancer and is increasingly associated with serious health outcomes," said Diane Riibe, who co-founded the U.S. Alcohol Policy Alliance, a nonprofit focused on the harms of alcohol.

The report did note a small but significantly heightened risk of breast cancer associated with moderate drinking, but said there wasn't enough evidence to link moderate consumption to other cancers. The National Cancer Institute, among other scientific bodies, disagrees.

Alcohol producers "needed the informed national conversation to come to a screeching halt, because none of the current or emerging science says that moderate drinking may be healthier than not drinking," Ms. Riibe said.

A spokeswoman for the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States, Melissa San Miguel, declined to respond to that criticism.

In a statement co-signed by the council, the Beer Institute, National Beer Wholesalers Association, Wine Institute and Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America, she said that the dietary guidelines for Americans regarding alcohol "must be guided by a preponderance of the sound science."

"We urge the secretaries of agriculture and health & human services to uphold the integrity of the dietary guidelines to promote informed and responsible decision-making around alcohol."

The National Academies report is one of two that will be used to shape the upcoming U.S. dietary recommendations. Another analysis, expected this month, is being prepared under the auspices of a governmental committee called the Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Prevention of Underage Drinking.

The process of commissioning two separate reports on moderate drinking is entirely new. In the past, the U.S. Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee evaluated the scientific evidence about alcohol, along with other components of the diet, and made recommendations.

That heavy drinking is harmful has never really been in question. But the 2020 scientific report, prepared the last time the dietary guidelines were updated, also noted that alcohol is a carcinogen and generally unhealthy.

Scientific advisers even floated the idea of "tightening guidelines" for men, saying that capping the recommendation for men at one standard drink or 14 grams of alcohol a day "should be strongly considered."

This suggestion upset the alcohol industry, said Dr. Marion Nestle, a nutritionist and public health advocate who has served on the U.S. Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee and has written about the food industry's influence on the process.

"One drink a day for men -- holy smokes!" she said, paraphrasing the reaction. "What's going to happen to all those people who go to bars? Could warning labels be next?"

The final 2020 dietary guidelines did acknowledge that "emerging evidence suggests that even drinking within the recommended limits may increase the overall risk of death from various causes, such as from several types of cancer and some forms of cardiovascular disease."

Still, the guidelines kept to the advice that moderate consumption of up to two daily drinks for men and one for women is safe.

"They ended up saying the same thing as always," Dr. Nestle said, but added: "The industry was scared."

Rethinking Drinking

Health authorities all over the world have been encouraging people to drink less, quit drinking altogether or aim for two to three alcohol-free days each week.

In recent years, the World Health Organization, Canadian health authorities, the United Kingdom and several other countries have all signed on to the idea that there's no safe level of drinking. Lately some scientists have ventured the opinion that the risks could start with the first drop.

But the official advice in the United States has not much changed, despite the conclusion of the 2020 scientific report that the risks associated with low consumption may have been underestimated.

In late 2022, as preparations were underway to revise the dietary guidelines, Congress gave $1.3 million to the National Academies to assemble a nongovernmental panel to examine the research on moderate drinking.

Critics saw in the move an effort to placate the alcohol industry with a report more likely to support moderate drinking. Two Harvard researchers whose research had supported moderate consumption were quickly named as possible panel members.

The National Academies removed them from consideration after an outcry from outside experts and advocates. But they were replaced by two other Harvard scientists whose research has also been supportive of a link between moderate drinking and a reduced risk of cardiovascular disease.

Of the four, at least three received funding from the alcohol industry at some point in their careers.

After a year of study, the National Academies panel found that there was sufficient evidence to draw only three conclusions with some certainty.

They were that a pattern of moderate drinking was associated with 18 percent fewer cardiovascular disease deaths, with a 16 percent lower risk of all-cause mortality, and with a 10 percent heightened risk of breast cancer for women.

"All of this is based on observational studies," which can turn up correlations between moderate drinking and health outcomes but do not demonstrate a cause-and-effect relationship, said Dr. Bruce N. Calonge, an epidemiologist at University of Colorado Denver, who chaired the National Academies panel.

"The evidence base from which to draw conclusions about alcohol and health is imperfect."

Big alcohol manufacturers have said little about the National Academies report, but smaller vintners and craft beer makers cheered.

"This affirms what I have been saying all along," said Dr. Laura Catena, a vintner and physician who divides her time between California and Argentina. "There are salutary cardiovascular effects from moderate alcohol consumption."

Marty Jones, a craft beer promoter in Denver, called the report "good news for common sense and the beer trade."

Scientists who are skeptical about alcohol's health benefits said they had anticipated the conclusions. Dr. Tim Stockwell, former director of the Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research and a professor at the University of Victoria, said the panel used very restrictive criteria in selecting studies for review.

As a result, many studies of alcohol's harms were excluded.

For example, he said, "there are hundreds of studies finding increased risks of cancers at low levels of drinking. They're saying there's no evidence, but they excluded the relevant evidence."

The National Cancer Institute links even moderate drinking to colorectal cancer, at least one type of esophageal cancer, and cancers of the head and neck, as well breast cancer.

For cardiovascular deaths, the National Academies panel included only four papers in a meta-analysis, including one by Harvard researchers that linked moderate drinking to a lower risk of sudden cardiac death in women.

That research was observational, like all of the studies that were examined. There are few randomized controlled trials of moderate drinking, so it is difficult to know why moderate drinkers might have fewer heart attacks and strokes.

Their better cardiovascular health may not be a result of the alcohol they consume, but of a slew of other characteristics, experts say.

People who drink in moderation may be moderate in other ways, eating well and engaging in other healthy behaviors, and they tend to be more educated and have socioeconomic advantages -- all factors associated with good overall health.

When studies are published showing harms associated with alcohol, the industry frequently replies by pointing to the official recommendations condoning up to two drinks a day for men and one for women.

In September, for example, in response to an American Association for Cancer Research report that attributed one in 20 cancers to alcohol, Dr. Amanda Berger, senior vice president of science and research for the Distilled Spirits Council, said: "We urge adults who choose to consume alcohol to follow the Dietary Guidelines for Americans."

But the evidence against alcohol has been evolving for years now. Scientists recognize that their advice may not be heeded. Drinking is a popular pastime, though 45 percent of Americans have come to believe that even one or two drinks a day is bad for their health, according to a Gallup poll in July.

The government's upcoming report, the next shoe to drop in this controversy, is expected to focus on health outcomes known to be caused by alcohol, not merely associated with it.

And that may set the stage for dietary guidelines that say something truly new: Drink less.
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Watch the First Meteor Shower of 2025 Reach Its Peak

The Quadrantids might be one of the strongest showers this year, but poor weather could make them difficult to see.

The night sky during the Quadrantids meteor shower over Pigeon Point Light Station in Pescadero, Calif., last January. Tayfun Coskun/Anadolu, via Getty Images



By Katrina Miller



Jan 02, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The universe has given us abundant holiday light shows: natural fireworks for the winter solstice, northern lights to ring in the new year. It's rounding out those festivities with the Quadrantids, the first meteor shower of 2025.

Bright fireballs from the shower, which is one of the few to be caused by debris from an asteroid, began streaking through our skies on Dec. 26 and are expected to continue through Jan. 16. Their peak activity will occur Jan. 2 to 3, or Thursday night into Friday morning.

The Quadrantids are best viewed from the Northern Hemisphere and are forecast to be one of the strongest showers this year. But frigid temperatures, overcast skies and a short peak -- just six hours -- will make them difficult to spot.

To get a hint of when to watch, you can use a meter that relies on data from the Global Meteor Network. It shows how the fireball activity levels increase in real time.

Where meteor showers come from

There is a chance you might see a meteor on any given night, but you are most likely to catch one during a shower. Meteor showers are caused by Earth passing through the rubble trailing a comet or an asteroid as it swings around the sun. This debris, which can be as small as a grain of sand, leaves behind a glowing stream of light as it burns up in Earth's atmosphere.

Meteor showers occur around the same time every year and can last for days or weeks. But there is only a small window when each shower is at its peak, which happens when Earth reaches the densest part of the cosmic debris. The peak is the best time to look for a shower. From our point of view on Earth, the meteors will appear to come from the same point in the sky.

The Perseid meteor shower, for example, peaks in mid-August from the constellation Perseus. The Geminids, which occur every December, radiate from the constellation Gemini.

Origin of the Quadrantids

The Quadrantids are named after Quadrans Muralis, an 18th-century constellation that is no longer in use by astronomers. Both the constellation and the shower are named after an instrument called the quadrant, which was once used to measure the altitudes of stars and other bodies in the night sky.

Today, the Quadrantids appear to radiate from the modern constellation Bootes, located in the northern part of the sky near the Big Dipper.

First spotted in 1825, it took more than a century for stargazers to learn where the Quadrantids came from. In 2003, an astronomer at Lowell Observatory in Arizona discovered that a small asteroid, 2003 EH1, was the source of the shower.

How to watch a meteor shower

Michelle Nichols, the director of public observing at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago, recommends forgoing the use of telescopes or binoculars while watching a meteor shower.

"You just need your eyes and, ideally, a dark sky," she said.

That's because meteors can shoot across large swaths of the sky, so observing equipment can limit your field of view.

Some showers are strong enough to produce up to 100 streaks an hour, according to the American Meteor Society, though you likely won't see that many.

"Almost everybody is under a light-polluted sky," Ms. Nichols said. "You may think you're under a dark sky, but in reality, even in a small town, you can have bright lights nearby."

Planetariums, local astronomy clubs or even maps like this one can help you figure out where to get away from excessive light. The best conditions for catching a meteor shower are a clear sky with no moon or cloud cover, at sometime between midnight and sunrise. (Moonlight affects visibility in the same way as light pollution, washing out fainter sources of light in the sky.) Make sure to give your eyes at least 30 minutes to adjust to seeing in the dark.

Ms. Nichols also recommends wearing layers, even during the summer. "You're going to be sitting there for quite a while, watching," she said. "It's going to get chilly, even in August."

Bring a cup of cocoa or tea for even more warmth. Then lie back, scan the sky and enjoy the show.
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F.B.I. Says It Found Largest Cache of Homemade Explosives in Its History at Va. Farm

Investigators discovered more than 150 devices, mostly pipe bombs, on a property outside Norfolk, court papers say.

The F.B.I. building in Washington. Investigators discovered a garage full of explosive devices on a property outside Norfolk, Va., prosecutors said. Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times



By Alan Feuer



Dec 31, 2024 at 06:03 PM

A Virginia man was arrested this month with what federal prosecutors described in court papers on Monday as the largest cache of "finished explosive devices" ever found in the F.B.I.'s history.

The man, Brad Spafford, was taken into custody at a farm outside Norfolk on Dec. 17 on the basis of a single-count criminal complaint accusing him of illegally possessing an unregistered short-barrel rifle. When investigators searched his 20-acre property, in Isle of Wight County, they found in a detached garage more than 150 explosive devices -- mostly pipe bombs, some of them labeled "lethal," prosecutors said.

They found more pipe bombs in a bedroom inside Mr. Spafford's house, loosely stuffed in a backpack that bore a patch shaped like a hand grenade and a logo reading "#NoLivesMatter," prosecutors said.

The slogan had the same name as a nihilistic, far-right ideology that largely exists on encrypted online messaging apps like Telegram. There was no other evidence that Mr. Spafford adhered to such beliefs.

The movement promotes "targeted attacks, mass killings and criminal activity" and has "historically encouraged members to engage in self-harm and animal abuse," according to a threat assessment released in August by the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness.

Prosecutors in Federal District Court in Norfolk filed the court papers describing Mr. Spafford's explosives in an effort to keep him in custody as his case moves toward trial.

According to the court papers, which were reported earlier by the website Court Watch, the investigation into Mr. Spafford began last year, after a neighbor reached out to the authorities. Mr. Spafford had lost three fingers on his right hand while working with a homemade explosive device, the neighbor said, and he was stockpiling weapons and homemade ammunition.

The neighbor reported that Mr. Spafford had told him that he and his friends were "preparing for something" that he "would not be able to do alone," the court papers said.

The neighbor also told investigators that Mr. Spafford sometimes used photographs of President Biden for target practice at a local shooting range and believed that "political assassinations should be brought back." After the attempt on President-elect Donald J. Trump's life in Pennsylvania in July, the papers said, Mr. Spafford told his neighbor that he "hoped the shooter doesn't miss Kamala," an apparent reference to Vice President Kamala Harris.

Mr. Spafford moved to his farm this fall, and the neighbor went to visit him there in October wearing a secret recording device, the papers said. Mr. Spafford told the neighbor that he had various types of explosives at the property and discussed fortifying it with "a 360-degree turret" in which he planned to mount a 50-caliber rifle, according to the papers.

No Lives Matter is an offshoot of the broader "accelerationist" movement, which seeks to accelerate radical social change through sabotage and violence. 
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'No Terrorist to Me': Relatives and Friends Saw Few Signs Before Attack 

The man identified as the suspect in the New Year's Day terror attack in New Orleans served in the U.S. military, worked at Deloitte and grew increasingly devout.

Bystanders in the area of New Orleans where a vehicle drove into a crowd early on New Year's Day. Edmund D. Fountain for The New York Times



By Maria Jimenez Moya, Shannon Sims, J. David Goodman and Mike Baker
Maria Jimenez Moya and Shannon Sims reported from Houston, J. David Goodman from New York and Mike Baker from Seattle.


Jan 01, 2025 at 07:00 PM

Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar appeared to be living a quiet but dutiful life of work and faith amid Houston's sprawling diversity: a veteran of the U.S. Army who studied information technology, converted to Islam and recently held a six-figure job. 

Little in his outward persona suggested someone who could be responsible for what the authorities described as a brutal terrorist attack along one of the most famous streets in the United States on New Year's Day.

In a white pickup rented in Houston, the authorities said, Mr. Jabbar rammed through a crowd of revelers around 3 a.m. on Bourbon Street in New Orleans before opening fire, killing at least 15 people in one of the nation's worst terror attacks. 

Mr. Jabbar died in a shootout with the police, officials said. In the truck, they found an Islamic State flag, and a senior law enforcement official said that Mr. Jabbar had posted several videos to his Facebook account Tuesday evening, apparently addressed to his family and recorded while he was driving, in which he "pledged allegiance to ISIS."

Officials with the Federal Bureau of Investigation were still trying to determine a motive for the attack, and believed that Mr. Jabbar "was not solely responsible." Several improvised explosive devices were found and disposed of, officials said.

The violence appeared to explode out of nowhere to those who had known Mr. Jabbar as a smart, caring brother and a quiet, helpful neighbor. But there were also signs of growing instability in his life. 

Mr. Jabbar divorced his first wife, Nakedra Charrlle Marsh in 2012, then struggled with adjusting to civilian life after leaving active-duty military service about a decade ago. He separated from his second wife. 

Dwayne Marsh, who is married to Mr. Jabbar's ex-wife, said Mr. Jabbar had been acting erratically in recent months, "being all crazy, cutting his hair" after converting to Islam. Mr. Marsh said he and his wife stopped allowing the two daughters she shared with Mr. Jabbar, ages 15 and 20, to spend time with him.

About a year ago, Mr. Jabbar moved into a rented home in a Muslim neighborhood north of Houston. On Wednesday, access to much of the neighborhood, including its local mosque, was blocked off by law enforcement as F.B.I. investigators searched the area of trailers and small homes.  

One of Mr. Jabbar's neighbors, who was blocked from returning home during the search, said Mr. Jabbar kept to himself and usually stayed inside his home. The neighbor asked not to be named out of concern for his safety as a Muslim in the aftermath of the attack.

Mr. Jabbar's brother, Abdur Jabbar, 24, said in an interview in Beaumont, Texas, where the brothers grew up, that they last spoke two weeks ago and that his brother did not mention any plans or a desire to go to New Orleans.

He said that they had been brought up Christian but that his brother had long ago converted to Islam. "As far as I know he was a Muslim for most of his life," said the younger Mr. Jabbar. "What he did does not represent Islam. This is more some type of radicalization, not religion."

He added that his brother, who had a 6-year-old son in addition to his older daughters, joined the military not knowing what he wanted to do in life. "It was a new outlet to get some sort of discipline," Mr. Jabbar said.

Shamsud-Din Bahar Jabbar spent years in the military moving between states, ending up in Fort Bragg in North Carolina at one point, according to court documents, and deploying once to Afghanistan. He worked mostly as an information technology specialist, according to a U.S. Army statement. He was discharged from the Army Reserve in 2020 with the rank of staff sergeant. 

Chris Pousson, 42, a retired Air Force veteran who also lives in Beaumont, said he attended middle school and high school with "Sham," as he was known then, and described him as "quiet, reserved, and really, really smart."

"He wasn't a troublemaker at all," Mr. Pousson said. "He made good grades and was always well-dressed in button-ups and polo shirts."

They reconnected on Facebook after Mr. Jabbar got out of active-duty military service in 2015, at which point Mr. Pousson noticed that Mr. Jabbar had become deeply involved in his Muslim faith. 

"Before, if he was into it, he wasn't open or verbal about it," Mr. Pousson said. But at that point, he said, Mr. Jabbar was making lots of posts about religion on Facebook.  "It was never Muslim extremist stuff, and he was never threatening any violence, but you could see that he had gotten really passionate." 

Still, the attack came as a shock to him. "This is a complete 180 from the quiet, reserved person I knew," he said. 

Mr. Jabbar had complained in the past about the challenges of life as a veteran. In a 2015 interview with Georgia State University's student paper, Mr. Jabbar said that the Department of Veterans Affairs had made it difficult to get paid through the G.I. Bill. He attended G.S.U. from 2015 until 2017, when he received a bachelor's degree in computer information systems, the school said.

"It's such a large agency," Mr. Jabbar explained to a student reporter. One missed signature or sheet of paper could mean slipping through the cracks. He also said he found it challenging to communicate without using military jargon.

More recently, Mr. Jabbar had tried to sell real estate. In a YouTube video from 2020 that appears to have been posted by Mr. Jabbar, he spoke positively about his skills, his lifelong history in Beaumont and his service in the military. 

"I've been here all my life, with the exception of traveling for the military," he said.

On a now-deleted Twitter account, Mr. Jabbar wrote in 2021 about his work in real estate and his interest in cryptocurrency. He also expressed an interest in firearms, once writing: "It's a shoot-the-guns type of Saturday morning."

He later posted a photo of two people standing while a third person fired a gun. An account with an identical username on a classifieds site dedicated to firearms shows that user trying to sell a pistol, ammunition and a shotgun. The posts on that website were made in November and December.

But Mr. Jabbar did not appear to have a history of violence. Criminal records in Texas show charges for minor infractions two decades ago -- misdemeanor theft in 2002, driving with an invalid license in 2005. 

The vehicle used in the New Orleans attack, an electric Ford pickup, was registered to a Houston man who made vehicles available for rent on a peer-to-peer car sharing website. That man, who asked that his name not be made public, said the F.B.I. called him and he explained that he had not been driving the vehicle but had rented it out. He said he had been asked by the federal agents not to discuss the matter publicly.

Records show that Mr. Jabbar was married twice, with his first marriage ending in 2012. In the midst of a second divorce, in January 2022, Mr. Jabbar wrote an email to his wife's lawyer in which he described financial problems. "I cannot afford the house payment," he wrote.

"It is past due in excess of $27,000 and in danger of foreclosure if we delay settling the divorce," he wrote.

He said in the email that the business corporation he had formed, a real estate company, had lost more than $28,000 in the previous year and that he had taken on $16,000 in credit card debt.

At the same time, he said in a court document from later that same year, he said he worked at the accounting firm Deloitte and made about $120,000 a year. A company spokesman said Mr. Jabbar had served in a "staff-level role since being hired in 2021."

"He was no terrorist to me," said Marilyn Bradford, 70, who lived upstairs from Mr. Jabbar in a Houston apartment building where he lived from 2021 until about a year ago.

Before he left, she said, he gave her a dryer, a steamer and other household supplies. 

"I said, 'Oh, you are giving me something to remember you by?' He laughed, like he always did," she said. "He was an outcast person. I was the only one he really talked to. I used to refer to him as my buddy."

Ms. Bradford said she would see him spending time on the weekend with his three children, and was always helpful. "He would ask, 'Ma'am, do you want me to help you with that?' He would help me carry my groceries."

Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, Edgar Sandoval and Sean Keenan contributed reporting, and Kirsten Noyes contributed research. 
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Kirsten Simone, International Ballet Star, Is Dead at 90

One of Denmark's greatest ballerinas, she toured widely -- in London, Moscow and New York -- and played a version of herself in a Disney TV production.

Kirsten Simone in 1969. She was given a title equivalent to "first dancer" of the Royal Danish Ballet -- a title that has only been given to two other dancers in the company's history. Jack Mitchell/Getty Images



By Marina Harss



Dec 28, 2024 at 07:11 PM

Kirsten Simone, one of Denmark's most authoritative ballerinas, who spanned the Danish, Russian classical and dramatic repertoires, died on Dec. 19 in Copenhagen. She was 90.

Her death, in a hospital after a short illness, was confirmed by her brother Flemming Ryberg.

In a country known more for its male ballet dancers, Ms. Simone became the Royal Danish Ballet's leading classical ballerina during the 1950s and '60s, and a star. Significantly, she was one of the first to transcend the Danish repertoire, making her mark in ballets like "Swan Lake" and "Sleeping Beauty" and touring abroad widely.

She appeared at the Bolshoi in Moscow, with American Ballet Theater and with the London Festival Ballet (now the English National Ballet). She also starred in a Disney made-for-TV film, "Ballerina," in 1966, in which she played a version of herself, a ballet star who mentors a young girl with dreams of dancing with the Royal Danish Ballet.


Ms. Simone had nourished similar dreams, and she eventually exceeded them, performing all the major roles in the Danish ballet repertoire, which is based on the works of the 19th-century choreographer August Bournonville. Through the clarity and amplitude of her technique, her exciting musicality and the force of her stage personality, she also became one of the first Danish dancers to take on the full range of the international ballet repertoire, unusual for a Danish ballerina at the time.

"I think it's fair to say Simone was the Danish Fonteyn, a ballerina with a regal image," the Danish critic and historian Alexander Meinertz said in an interview.

Like the Danish dancers Erik Bruhn and Henning Kronstam, with whom she was frequently partnered, Ms. Simone was a member of the first generation of Danish dancers to supplement traditional Danish technique with Russian training under Vera Volkova, who came to the Royal Danish Ballet in 1951 and who became Ms. Simone's teacher as well as her champion.

Ms. Simone with Henning Kronstam, a frequent dance partner, in "Sleeping Beauty" in 1964. Jack Mitchell/Getty Images


She was known as much for her hard work in the studio as for her grandeur onstage. "What attracted Volkova to Simone wasn't so much her physicality as her character," Mr. Meinertz said. "She was a woman with an iron will."

Ms. Simone was also favored by foreign choreographers who came to Denmark. In 1956 she caught the eye of the Russian-born choreographer George Balanchine, who by then had helped found the New York City Ballet.

Balanchine spent several months in Copenhagen after his wife, the ballerina Tanaquil Le Clercq, developed polio while on tour there. During that time, he staged the ballets "Serenade" and "Apollo," in which Ms. Simone played the muse Polyhymnia, for the national company. She went on to perform several more Balanchine works, including the virtuosic first movement of his "Symphony in C"; the enigmatic role of Sanguinic in the more modernist "The Four Temperaments"; and the sleepwalker in the operatic "La Sonnambula."

In contrast to her cool, regal bearing in classical ballets, Ms. Simone also made a powerful impression in dramatic works like "Miss Julie" (1958), choreographed by Birgit Cullberg and based on the play by August Strindberg, and Roland Petit's "Carmen" (1960).

"She had a lot of temperament," the documentarian Marianne Kemp, a friend, said in an interview, referring to Ms. Simone's strong character and occasional sharp tongue. "And that temperament was reflected in her dancing."


In 1965, Ms. Simone was made a knight of the Order of Dannebrog by King Frederick IX. The next year, she was given the title "forstesolodanser"-- roughly the equivalent of "first dancer of the company"-- which has been given to only two other dancers in the Royal Danish Ballet's history.

When Ms. Simone's classical dancing career began to wane in the late 1970s, she became a beloved character dancer and mime, especially in ballets by Bournonville, playing characters who added to the storytelling but did not dance. Here she revealed a sharp wit and comic timing.

She shared her deep understanding of Bournonville with younger dancers. "She was a real carrier of the living tradition for the Royal Danish Ballet onstage, in the wings and during work in the studio," the dancer Thomas Lund, who on many occasions shared the stage with Ms. Simone, said in an interview.

In the late 1990s, when the young choreographer Alexei Ratmansky was a dancer at the company, she took him and his wife, Tatiana, under her wing, giving them pointers on the more naturalistic Danish style of balletic mime. "It was impossible to take your eyes off her," Mr. Ratmansky wrote on Facebook about her stage acting. "It was a revelation for me that pantomime could bring so much depth to a performance."

Mr. Ratmansky, in turn, created a role for her in "The Nutcracker," his first evening-length ballet for the company. As a queen-bee-like Sugarplum Fairy (she was 67 at the time), she was escorted by a retinue of girls from the ballet school.

She was awarded the Ingenio et Arti medal by Queen Margrethe II in 2001. Her final appearance onstage was in 2006, at 72; she played the nurse in a version of "Romeo and Juliet" by John Neumeier.

Ms. Simone in 1969. After retiring from performing, she taught at the Royal Danish Ballet for many years. Jack Mitchell/Getty Images


Kirsten Anne-Lise Simonsen was born on July 1, 1934, in Copenhagen. Her father, Carl Christian Simonsen, was a radio technician, and her mother, Anna Carla Ryberg, was a switchboard operator. Simone's older brother, John Simonsen, died in 2008. Her younger brother, Mr. Ryberg, also became a principal dancer at the Royal Danish Ballet. The two siblings danced together throughout their careers, in ballets like "La Sylphide," "Napoli" and "Sleeping Beauty."

"We liked dancing together," Mr. Ryberg said. "We understood each other and we had the same musicality. And she was the right height for me."

Ms. Simone began her ballet studies at a small neighborhood school at the age of 4. At 11, she was accepted to the Royal Danish Ballet school, where she received training in acting from the renowned mime artist Gerda Karstens, among others. In 1951, her last year at the school, she began to work with Ms. Volkova. She joined the Royal Danish Ballet the next year.

In the 2000s, after retiring from performing, Ms. Simone began aiding in the cataloging of images and films of Danish dancers for the company archives, with help from Ms. Kemp, the documentarian. Ms. Simone also taught at the company school for many years. She lived not far from the theater, in an apartment on Nyhavn, the famous harbor with its charming view of colored facades that has appeared on countless postcards.

Ms. Simone never married or had children. Mr. Ryberg is her only immediate survivor.

Even in her final years, Ms. Kemp said, Ms. Simone went to the theater most days to work in the archives and watch rehearsals at the theater.

"For her it was ballet, ballet, ballet," Ms. Kemp said. "The theater was her whole life."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/28/arts/dance/kirsten-simone-dead.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Shigeko Sasamori, Hiroshima Survivor Who Preached Peace, Dies at 92

Severely disfigured when the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Japan, she spent her life warning others about the dangers of nuclear war.

Shigeko Sasamori in 1985. "I have a mission to tell people that this should not happen again," she told a Senate subcommittee investigating the effects of nuclear war on human health in 1980. Bob Riha Jr./Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



Dec 28, 2024 at 01:58 PM

Shigeko Sasamori, who was severely burned at 13 when an atomic bomb exploded over Japan and later, in the United States, championed peace and found comfort in helping others as a nurse's aide, died on Dec. 15 at her home in Marina del Rey, Calif. She was 92.

Her son, Norman Cousins Sasamori, confirmed the death.

Ms. Sasamori spoke gently, but resolutely, against nuclear war to audiences that included students, United Nations interns and guides, and members of the U.S. Senate. Her message carried no rancor toward the United States.

"I have a mission to tell people that this should not happen again," she told a Senate subcommittee investigating the effects of nuclear war on human health in 1980. "I tell people how horrible it was and how horribly we suffered even though we were children. The next generation of children has come into the world, and I fear for them."

Ms. Sasamori, far left, testified before a Senate subcommittee investigating the effects of nuclear war on human health in 1980.  Chick Harrity/Associated Press


Her death came two months after the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Nihon Hidankyo, a grass-roots Japanese organization of atomic bomb survivors, for its efforts to rid the world of nuclear weapons.

On the morning of Aug. 6, 1945, Ms. Sasamori was one of the students assigned to clear the streets of Hiroshima of debris to make the city easier to evacuate if necessary. She heard a buzzing sound from the sky and told a classmate, "Look at the white thing falling from that airplane."

Then, she recalled, she heard a "boom," and she was knocked out by the bomb's blast wave.

She had no idea how long she remained unconscious. But when she opened her eyes, darkness from the dust and smoke enveloped her. Desperate and fearful, she followed other bloodied survivors -- some naked, some with their skin peeled away -- to a makeshift shelter at an elementary school.

Once there, she cried for water and called out her name and address, hoping that someone would locate her parents. One-third of her body -- her face, back, neck, chest, shoulders, arms and hands -- was burned.

"I didn't feel any pain -- numb, just numb," she said.

Her parents found her after several days and brought her home. Her head was badly swollen and disfigured. Her fingers were stuck together. Her mother treated her by soaking pieces of cloth in cooking oil and wiping pus from her body.

"Eyebrows, lashes and hair were gone," Time magazine reported in 1955. "Worst of all, her chin had all but disappeared, and the lower half of her face looked as though it had been melted into her throat."

Some 200,000 people in Hiroshima are believed to have died within five years as a result of the blast and its long-term effects, according to the U.S. Department of Energy.

Ms. Sasamori recovered slowly, but she needed more treatment than reconstructive surgery in Japan could offer. In 1955, she was one of 25 young women disfigured by the bomb who were chosen to receive surgery at Mount Sinai Hospital in Manhattan as part of a mission arranged by Norman Cousins, the editor of Saturday Review magazine. His visit two years earlier to Japan, where he met Ms. Sasamori, had prompted him to help the bomb's victims.

Ms. Sasamori in 2007 at the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. She was interviewed for "White Light/Black Rain: The Destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki," a documentary released that year. Ken Levine/WireImage for Sundance Film Festival, via Getty Images


Most of the Hiroshima Maidens, as the women were called, stayed with Quaker families during their post-surgical recoveries. But Ms. Sasamori lived mostly with Mr. Cousins's family in Connecticut, said Candis Cousins, one of Mr. Cousins's four daughters.

"She established a special relationship with my father," Dr. Cousins said. "I'm grateful that he brought Shigeko into our lives; part of my education was living with someone who had been through nuclear war and had her face severely burned."

Ms. Sasamori's multiple surgeries, which took place over more than a year, restored her face and chin and improved the use of her fingers, although her scars were still visible. In November 1956, while in San Francisco on her way home to Japan, she told The Times-Gazette of San Mateo, Calif., that she was eager to return home, but that she would miss the United States.

"The people have been so kind," she said. "I am so happy about what has happened to me. I can use my hands now."

She paused and then added, "Oh, but there mustn't be any more war."

Shigeko Niimoto was born on June 16, 1932, in Hiroshima. She was one of four children of Masayuki Niimoto, an oyster fisherman, and Sato (Tanabe) Niimoto, who ran the home, not far from the epicenter of the atomic bomb.

The blast delivered her into a man-made hell, where "everything is not human," she once told Meyer Berger, a columnist for The New York Times. "No faces, no eyes, and red and burned all things, like woman hair awful looking, dusty and smoking with burning."

Soon after her reconstructive surgeries, she returned to the United States. In 1958, on the 13th anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing, hundreds of people marched from Bryant Park in Midtown Manhattan to United Nations Plaza, where they presented her with flowers.

Wearing white gloves to cover her misshapen hands, she told the marchers that she wanted to become a "citizen of the world." 

Ms. Sasamori in Albuquerque in 2005 at an observation of the 60th anniversary of the Trinity Test, the first detonation of a nuclear weapon. Jake Schoellkopf/Associated Press


For about 15 years, Ms. Sasamori lived in New Canaan, Conn., with the Cousins family; Dr. Cousins, Norman Cousins's daughter, said the family "spiritually" adopted her. (Mr. Sasamori, her son, said that it was called a "moral adoption.") When Ms. Sasamori gave birth to her son in 1962, she named him for Mr. Cousins and made a promise to him.

"The first time I saw him, I said, 'I will never let you go to the war,'" she recalled when in a speech to Colgate University students in 2020.

Ms. Sasamori started working as a nurse's aide in the late 1960s. Among the people she cared for were the Life magazine photographer Margaret Bourke-White, who had Parkinson's disease, and newborn babies in hospitals.

She was interviewed for "Race to Oblivion" (1982), a documentary about the nuclear arms race directed by Robert B. Churchill, and for "White Light/Black Rain: The Destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki" (2007), a documentary written and directed by Steven Okazaki, which won a Primetime Emmy Award for nonfiction filmmaking.

"She was one of those people that others gravitated to," Mr. Okazaki said in an interview. "She was very open, which was different from the typical conservative Hiroshima survivor."

In addition to her son, Ms. Sasamori is survived by two grandchildren.

She made regular appearances for Hibakusha Stories, a program of the nonprofit Youth Arts New York, which has brought more than 100 Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivors to high schools, mostly in New York City, to talk about nuclear war.

Ms. Sasamori performing her "angry dance" for high school students in New York City in 2012. She counseled teenagers dealing with anger to "work it out yourself, shout, stomp your feet, but don't get angry with each other." Paule Saviano


"Some other survivors are politically engaged, but Shigeko was all heart," said Kathleen Sullivan, the director of Hibakusha Stories. "You'd watch this tiny woman go through her heart-wrenching story, reinforced by courage and conviction, and she would say, 'Listen, I want to say to you as young teens -- you have all these things going on, you have hormones, you get angry easily. Work it out yourself, shout, stomp your feet, but don't get angry with each other.' She would do an angry dance where she'd punch the air."

Ms. Sullivan added: "She'd say, 'Be kind to each other. Peace be with us.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/28/world/asia/shigeko-sasamori-dead.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Rodessa Barrett Porter, Member of a Storied Gospel Trio, Dies at 94

The Barrett Sisters were a Chicago institution, known for their tight harmonies and joyful performances. She was the last one standing.

Rodessa Barrett Porter in "Say Amen, Somebody," George T. Nierenberg's 1982 documentary about gospel music. She and her two sisters performed together for many years. Milestone Films



By Penelope Green



Dec 29, 2024 at 09:42 PM

Rodessa Barrett Porter, the last living member of the Barrett Sisters, a Chicago gospel trio renowned worldwide for their exuberant operatic sound and thrilling harmonies, died on Dec. 16 in Harvey, Ill. She was 94.

Her grandson Jonathan Scrutchens said her death, in a hospital, was from complications following a stroke.

The Barrett Sisters were an electrifying international act, anchored by Delois Barrett Campbell's extraordinary range. She sang most of the leads, but Ms. Porter, the youngest, and Billie Barrett GreenBey, the middle sister, were potent soloists, too.

The three of them had grown up listening to the Andrews Sisters on the radio and modeled themselves after them. There is nothing, they often said, quite like sisters harmonizing.

If the mission of gospel music is evangelism, the Barrett Sisters surely must have been responsible for more than a few converts. Their smiles were beatific. They were known locally to many as the Sweet Sisters of Zion.


"What we do is a ministry," Ms. GreenBey told The Wisconsin State Journal in 1990. "We don't 'entertain.' We're not ministers and we're not preachers, but we're singing about the good news and the good times happening with the Lord." She added, "Jazz will make you tap your feet, and gospel will make you search your soul."

An undated photograph of the Barrett Sisters. From the top: Ms. Porter, Delois Barrett Campbell and Billie Barrett GreenBey. Collection of Robert Marovich/The Journal of Gospel Music


The sisters grew up singing together at their local church. They later sang on the Sunday-morning gospel television show "Jubilee Showcase," a Chicago institution known as "the church before church." Seen on an ABC affiliate for nearly two decades, starting in 1963, "Jubilee Showcase" featured gospel pioneers like James Cleveland, the Staple Singers and Albertina Walker.

The Barrett Sisters, who came from a tradition of ensemble gospel music developed in the 1930s by celebrated performers like the Roberta Martin Singers, were a Chicago institution, too.

"It was a rich Baptist sound," Robert Marovich, a gospel historian and the founder and editor of the Journal of Gospel music, said in an interview, "and they continued that tradition. And they came from the best musical school in the world, the Black church.

"Each one of them could solo and harmonize," he continued. "Delois brought that wide vocal range. She could hit the high notes and get real deep. Rodessa threw out these soprano fireworks that would light up the congregation. Billie added the alto scoops to the mix. It was like a sophisticated musical conversation they were having together."

The Barrett Sisters sang at Sam Cooke's funeral, at the Tabernacle Baptist Church, after he was shot and killed in Los Angeles in 1964. They appeared at rallies for local politicians, like Harold Washington when he ran for mayor of Chicago in 1983.

After their star turn in "Say Amen, Somebody," George T. Nierenberg's 1982 documentary about the Chicago gospel music scene, they appeared on "The Tonight Show" and began touring the world, from Europe to Australia. The State Department sent them as good-will ambassadors to Africa and the South Pacific. They performed for the king of Sweden and the president of Zaire.

From left, Ms. Porter, Ms. Campbell and Ms. GreenBey in "Say Amen, Somebody." "We're not ministers and we're not preachers," Ms. GreenBey said, "but we're singing about the good news and the good times happening with the Lord." Milestone Films


Their adoring European audiences often clamored for three and four encores, and they obliged, up to a point. In "Sweet Sisters of Zion," a 2013 documentary about the trio directed by Regina Rene, the sisters recalled one such evening when Delois, exhausted, addressed the crowd: "Can you speak English? Read my lips. Go home!"

In Sweden, Ms. Porter recalled in the documentary, a woman approached them after a show and said, "I didn't understand it, but it gave me goose bumps."

Rodessa Barrett was born on Dec. 15, 1930, in Chicago, the seventh of 10 children of Susie Barrett and Lonnie Barrett Jr; four of their siblings would die of tuberculosis by the end of the decade.

Delois, Billie and Rodessa grew up singing together and harmonizing to the Andrews Sisters on the radio. Yet each had her own ambitions. Delois and Billie wanted to be opera singers; Rodessa wanted to sing the blues, like Etta James, or maybe dance. But their father, a deacon at their church, was adamant that they stick to gospel music. He was the boss, they said, and a strict one.

Growing up on Chicago's South Side, they were surrounded by gospel royalty. Mahalia Jackson lived nearby. So did Thomas A. Dorsey, the composer often called the father of gospel music -- his catalog of more than 1,000 songs, including his early hit, "Precious Lord, Take my Hand," is known collectively as "Dorseys" -- who encouraged the sisters.

Delois launched first. She joined the Roberta Martin Singers in the early 1940s, while she was still in high school, and toured the country with them. She and Billie also performed at home with a cousin, Johnnie Mae Hudson, as the Barrett and Hudson Singers. When Ms. Hudson died in 1950, Rodessa joined the group, and the Barrett Sisters were formed.

Rodessa, who had graduated from Englewood High School, married Lee Russell Porter, who worked at the Ford Motor Company, that same year. They spent a decade in Gary, Ind., before returning to Chicago in 1962.

Ms. Porter is survived by their children, Rochelle Boyce, Lee Russell Porter Jr., Pamela Rayson, Lonnie Porter and Cynthia Porter; 13 grandchildren; and many great-grandchildren. Mr. Porter died in 1992.

The Barrett Sisters performed into their 80s, even as Ms. Campbell lost her voice and her mobility. Tina Brown, a Chicago-based gospel singer who grew up listening to the Barretts, would fill in her for vocally, with Ms. Campbell at her side in her wheelchair. It gave congregations joy just to see her.

The Barrett Sisters performing in Dallas in 2003. They continued working into their 80s, even as Ms. Campbell lost her voice and her mobility.  Paul Natkin/WireImage


Ms. Campbell died in 2011, at 85. Ms. GreenBey died in 2020, at 91.

The Barrett Sisters recorded some 15 albums; their first, "Jesus Loves Me," was released in 1963. But theirs was not a lucrative career. They weren't savvy about business, they said, and royalties were slim to nonexistent. (Their records are now collector's items.) They often saw no money for their performances in the U.S. after the promoters had taken their cut.

Things picked up once they began touring overseas, they said: The Europeans paid their bills.

"The Barrett Sisters are a bookmark to a time period in American history," Daniel Walker, founding director of the Gospel Music History Project, said in "Sweet Sisters of Zion," "where out of a place called Chicago a sound came out and revolutionized the world."

Speaking to The Chicago Tribune in 2008, Ms. Porter said: "We feel we have succeeded. Maybe not financially, but we have motivated people; we have made people happy. We have served."

Ms. Porter and Ms. GreenBey last performed in late 2019 at the Trinity United Church of Christ.

As their niece Mary Campbell told The Chicago Sun-Times, "They wrecked the place."
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Jacques Roubaud, Poetic Master of Form and Whimsy, Dies at 92

He was trained as a mathematician, but he gained fame in France, and won major prizes, for his modern verse.

Jacques Roubaud in 1999. The son of two teachers, he became one of France's most celebrated poets. Louis Monier/Gamma-Rapho via Getty Images




By Adam Nossiter



Dec 25, 2024 at 07:50 PM

Jacques Roubaud, a poet and mathematician whose formalist rigor and mind-bending imagery earned him France's major poetry prizes, along with a place as one his country's masters of contemporary verse, died in Paris on Dec. 5, his 92nd birthday.

His death, in a hospital, was confirmed by the poet and scholar Jean-Francois Puff, who collaborated with Mr. Roubaud on one of his many books.

His death was also signaled by the celebrated literary group of which Mr. Roubaud was an early member, the Oulipo, which announced in the newspaper Le Monde that Mr. Roubaud was "henceforth excused from its meetings, by reason of death."

Those words, combining a conventional formula with a startling predicate, suggest the tenor of Mr. Roubaud's own subversive poetic work. Oulipo, an acronym for French words meaning "Workshop for Potential Literature," was founded by the ex-Surrealist Raymond Queneau, author of the famous madcap novel "Zazie in the Metro."

Mr. Queneau recruited Mr. Roubaud for the Oulipo in 1966, and Mr. Queneau's project, melding formal constraint with imagination's free rein, fit the poet's own outlook -- often whimsical but tempered by a mathematicians' discipline and interest in form. Mr. Roubaud was a mathematics professor at the University of Paris-Nanterre from 1970 to 1991.

He once wrote that "an Oulipian author is a rat who himself builds the maze from which he sets out to escape." The maze for Mr. Roubaud was often old verse forms like the sonnet, which he worked throughout his career to resurrect.

In 1967, a year after his induction into Oulipo, Mr. Roubaud, then 34, published his first major book of poetry, entitled "[?]" -- the Greek letter Epsilon, the symbol of belonging in mathematical set theory.

France's literary world immediately sensed that a major talent was at hand. The poet and novelist Claude Roy announced in Le Monde, in a kind of telegram at the end of his review of "[?]," that "Poetry is not dead. STOP. Jacques Roubaud is born."

In that review, headlined "The Revelation of a Poet," Mr. Roy wrote, "In this book there is the superb coolness of a young Mephisto of the word."

Mr. Roubaud's major techniques were already present: the juxtaposition of apparently unrelated images, and themes of light and darkness, redemption and death.

He was an admirer of France's great Cubist poet Pierre Reverdy, who specialized in using discordant word-pictures to suggest states of mind. He was also influenced by the medieval troubadours of Provence -- himself a southerner, he became a recognized expert on the troubadours -- and much of his poetry is infused with the bright sun of southern France. "The poetry of the troubadours," he wrote, "is born penetrated by light and birds."

One critic called Mr. Roubaud "an unchallenged expert in poetry's most important forms." Sophie Bassouls/Sygma/Corbis via Getty Images


The poem "Sun Noise," from "[?]," begins as a paean to sunshine and contentment: "Sun noise sun heat/hands around our necks." But it ends forebodingly: "and it couldn't be better/if it weren't for evening/and armed absence and death."

In a long tribute in the magazine Le Nouvel Obs after his death, the critic Francoise Siri wrote that Mr. Roubaud was a "poetry virtuoso, an unchallenged expert in poetry's most important forms."

Mr. Roubaud's life in poetry was punctuated by two losses: that of a younger brother, who died by suicide in 1961, and that of his young wife, the photographer Alix Cleo Roubaud, whose death in 1983, three years after their marriage, inspired his best-known volume, "Quelque Chose Noir" (1986), translated by the American poet Rosmarie Waldrop as "Some Thing Black" and published in English in 1990.

"The mortal sea offers its chances/and I hasten in the wind/swimming towards insignificance," Mr. Roubaud wrote in the poem "(Drowning)," and critics have noted what the translator John Taylor, writing in The Times Literary Supplement in 2000, called his "morbid propensities."

But he was also a writer keenly aware of the demands of readers coming warily to abstract poetry like his. So he did his best to write poetry that played, amusingly, with the sound-world of the French language: "Petit tamis pour pepites petit" ("Small sieve for tiny seeds"), he wrote in the poem "Petit Tamis."

"After all, people need rhyme," Mr. Roubaud told an interviewer on the radio station France Inter in 2013. "This need for rhyme, this can be felt," he said. "So I said I would answer this need."

Explaining why he was in demand to give readings of his work, he said: "In France there are plenty of places that will take in a poet. It's much cheaper than getting a singer or an opera or a theater group."

The critics took note of that humility. "In the history of poetry," Ms. Siri wrote in Le Nouvel Obs, "Roubaud will be remembered as someone who gave back to the reader the sonorous resonance of the poem, the tessitura, the ancient rhythm of forms that are a thousand years old, which he examined minutely in all their constraints."

His resurrection of the old forms was tied to his conviction that poetic language was uniquely capable of reconstituting the past -- the personal past of both writer and reader.

"Poetry will call forth images, in a way that is both very difficult to control, intense, and also very difficult to transmit," he told Mr. Puff for the book "Roubaud: Encounter With Jean-Francois Puff" (2008, not translated).

Mr. Roubaud believed that "only poetry can do this -- make image-memories shoot up," Mr. Puff said in a phone interview.

Jacques Denis Roubaud was born on Dec. 5, 1932, in Caluire-et-Cuire, on the outskirts of Lyon. His parents, Lucien and Suzanne (Molino) Roubaud, were both teachers and graduates of France's most elite university, the Ecole Normale Superieure. His mother was one of the first women to graduate from it.

Both his parents were in the French Resistance; his grandmother Blanche Molino is honored at the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in part for having sheltered the historian Marc Bloch, later shot by the Nazis, during the war.

Mr. Roubaud recalled that his devotion to form arose from his heritage: "As the son of teachers, I could never allow myself much indiscipline," he told an interviewer.

His childhood was spent in the sun-filled southern city of Carcassonne. It was a period he remembered as "a lost paradise, the green paradise of childhood." In contrast, Paris, where he moved when he was 12 -- his father had been summoned by Gen. Charles de Gaulle to serve in the Liberation's constituent assembly -- was a "purgatory."

"France was free," he recalled, "but we, we lost most of our huge liberty."

He published his first poetry when he was still a young teenager. But with the family insisting on a practical pursuit, he received advanced degrees in mathematics from the University of Paris in 1958 and later from the University of Rennes. Mathematics and poetry interacted with each other throughout his career, because, as Mr. Puff explained, "Troubadour poetry relies on the permutations of a finite number of elements," rhythms and rhymes. "So you explore these permutations."

Mr. Roubaud's reputation grew after he was recruited to join Oulipo, and he became a frequent contributor to France's poetry reviews. In 1990, he won the national grand prize for poetry from the ministry of culture; in 2008, he won the Grand Prix de litterature Paul-Morand from the Academie Francaise; and in 2021, he won the Goncourt Prize for poetry.

Mr. Roubaud, right, received the national grand prize for poetry from Jack Lang, the French minister of culture, in 1990. Pascal George/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Roubaud wrote nearly two dozen volumes of poetry, at least half of which have been translated into English, and many more books of prose, children's stories, plays, novels, autobiography and translation.

He is survived by his fourth wife, Marie-Louise Chapelle, whom he married in 2003, and by a daughter, Laurence Roubaud, from his first marriage, to Sylvia Benichou, the daughter of the great Harvard literary scholar Paul Benichou. (That marriage and his third, to Marie Borel, ended in divorce.) He is also survived by a sister, Denise Roubaud, and a brother Pierre.

As he advanced into old age, Mr. Roubaud remained permeated by the deliberately off-kilter spirit inherited from the Surrealists whose descendant he was.

"I write by hand," he said in 2013. "And I write with my feet, while walking. I fiddle with things. I make it up. No choice. But I don't cheat."
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Woody Fraser, Pioneering Producer of Daytime Talk Shows, Dies at 90

He created groundbreaking programs, like "The Mike Douglas Show," brought "Good Morning America" to life and won an Emmy for "The Richard Simmons Show."

Woody Fraser speaking at an entertainment awards ceremony in Hollywood in 2007. "The most important ingredient for a daily show was to keep it fresh," he was quoted as saying. "It's when people get bored that they change the channel." Frazer Harrison/Getty Images



By Clay Risen



Dec 31, 2024 at 10:45 PM

Woody Fraser, an Emmy Award-winning television producer who helped invent the daytime talk show format with programs like "The Mike Douglas Show" in the 1960s and "Good Morning America" in the 1970s, died on Dec. 21 in Ojai, Calif. He was 90.

His death, in the home of his daughter Madeline Fraser, with whom he had been living, was from heart failure, Ms. Fraser said.

Mr. Fraser's career began in the late 1950s, not long after the dawn of network television itself. As a young director with the Westinghouse Broadcasting Company, he was tasked in 1960 with developing programs to fill the endless hours between the morning news and evening sitcoms.

His answer, "The Mike Douglas Show," became a model for daytime television for the decades to come.

Talk shows were already a popular format, but they consisted mostly of dry interviews. Mr. Fraser saw a way to spice them up -- "the mix," he called it, blending casual conversation, surprise guests, skits and music.

"The most important ingredient for a daily show was to keep it fresh," he told the journalist Gabriel Sherman for his book "The Loudest Voice in the Room: How the Brilliant, Bombastic Roger Ailes Built Fox News -- and Divided a Country" (2014). "It's when people get bored that they change the channel."

Mr. Fraser knew he needed a colorful but reliable host to bring it all together. He landed on Mike Douglas, a former big-band singer who was selling real estate in Southern California.

 Westinghouse Broadcasting Company


"The Mike Douglas Show" debuted in 1961 as a local program in Cleveland, and within a few years it was syndicated nationwide. Mr. Douglas proved an affable, up-for-anything guide to the often zany retinue of guests and gags Mr. Fraser threw at him.

Mr. Douglas caught fly balls with Ernie Banks, "Mr. Cub," the Hall of Fame shortstop and first baseman for the Chicago Cubs. He played tennis with Prince Rainier of Monaco and went ostrich racing with the actor Dom DeLuise.

"He was brilliant," Mr. Douglas said of Mr. Fraser in an interview for the Television Academy. "A little bit nutty, but brilliant."

Among Mr. Fraser's many hires for the show was Roger Ailes, who began as a production assistant and later became a Republican political consultant and, later still, chairman and chief executive of Fox News.

In 1966, Mr. Fraser was promoted to oversee talent and development at Westinghouse, a move that he suspected had resulted from a quiet coup by Mr. Ailes, who replaced him at "The Mike Douglas Show" (Mr. Fraser returned from 1973 to 1975).

Mr. Fraser went to ABC, where he produced a slate of talk-format programs, including "The Dick Cavett Show" and "The Della Reese Show." At one point he was responsible for some 32 hours of television a week.

In 1975, ABC executives approached him with a new challenge. NBC was dominating the morning with "The Today Show," and ABC needed a response. They had a title, "Good Morning America," but told Mr. Fraser the rest was up to him.

David Hartman and Nancy Dussault on the set of ABC's "Good Morning America" in 1976. They were the original hosts of the show, which Mr. Fraser helped create. Disney General Entertainment Content, via Getty Images


He pushed for more on-the-ground, live reporting, but also for a heavier emphasis on entertainment. Initially hosted by David Hartman and Nancy Dussault, it was a hit, and by 1980, when Mr. Fraser left the show, it was regularly beating "The Today Show" in the ratings.

Beginning in the 1970s and continuing for more than 40 years, Mr. Fraser created or helped create a long list of daytime programs for ABC, many of which became staples -- among them "The Richard Simmons Show," for which he won a Daytime Emmy in 1982, "That's Incredible!" and "The Home Show." He worked for other networks, too, creating for NBC "America Alive!," a short-lived daytime talk and variety show.

His programs were usually positive and informative, at a time when daytime television was increasingly filled with talk shows focused on the outrageous and prurient.

Mr. Fraser, left, backstage with the singer Robert Goulet in 1978. Mr. Goulet was appearing on "America Alive," a show Mr. Fraser created for NBC. Bobby Bank/WireImage, via Getty Images


"Recently in the TV listings 'Oprah' had a show about women who had shot their husbands and still loved them," Mr. Fraser told The St. Petersburg Times in 1989. "'Geraldo' had satanic babies. 'Donahue' had cross-dressing. And we had a show about barbecuing."

He created children's programming for Nickelodeon, and, in 2006, he made amends with his protege Mr. Ailes at Fox News, joining the channel to run "Huckabee," a show hosted by the former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee.

In 2012, for the Hallmark Channel, Mr. Fraser created "Home and Family," a talk show focused on domestic topics like cooking and personal care. The show was yet another success, but he was removed in 2018 amid accusations that he had sexually harassed several female employees and that, while at Fox, he had sexually harassed a frequent guest.

Lawsuits were filed against him and the networks, but all were dropped or dismissed.

Mr. Fraser in 1978. If "The Mike Douglas Show" failed, he told his family, he was going to switch to selling insurance. Associated Press


Forrest Lovat Fraser III was born on Nov. 16, 1934, in Cincinnati. He later moved with his family to Glenview, Ill., where his father was an executive vice president for the Pabst Blue Ribbon Company. His mother, Eleanor (Kitchen) Fraser, oversaw the home. Waggish friends called Forrest Woodsy and later Woody from an early age.

He graduated from Dartmouth in 1956 with a degree in zoology. Around that time, his father died, and Mr. Fraser was compelled to find a job back in Chicago to support his mother. He went into television, and within a year was helping to produce a string of talk-format shows, none of which succeeded.

Still, he was convinced that the daytime market, made up mostly of stay-at-home women, was a gold mine. He approached his bosses at Westinghouse with his plan for what became "The Mike Douglas Show"; if it failed, he told his family, he was going to switch to selling insurance.

His first three marriages ended in divorce. He married Noreen Friend, a fellow television producer, in 1990. After she received a diagnosis of breast cancer in 2001, she developed a series of fund-raising telethons to support medical research, programs her husband helped produce. She died in 2017 at 63.

Along with his daughter Madeline, from his fourth marriage, he is survived by four children from his first marriage, Wendy, Stacey, Chip and Buck Fraser; a son from his second marriage, Kyle; a son from his fourth marriage, Mack; three grandchildren; and a stepson from his second marriage, Mason.

Though he continued to produce informative, positive shows, in time Mr. Fraser grew frustrated with the changing economics of daytime television, which was putting a premium on unscripted shock.

"The dollars have driven the budgets lower," he said in a 2012 interview with the National Association of Television Program Executives. "You could not do a 'Mike Douglas Show' today. It would be way too expensive."
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Our Reporter Returned to Afghanistan, Seeking Lessons and Secrets

Here's what he found.

Taliban fighters last year in Kunduz Province, Afghanistan. Bryan Denton for The New York Times



By Azam Ahmed
Azam Ahmed, a Times correspondent and former bureau chief in Afghanistan, made repeated trips to areas in the country that had once been off-limits to foreigners.


Dec 28, 2024 at 05:01 AM

The Talib looked as ragged as his outpost, a trailer banked on a snowy mountain pass. Holes were bored into its sides to ventilate a sputtering wood stove.

Upon seeing foreigners, the Talib, with an unkempt beard and layers of ill-fitting sweaters, ordered us out of the car.

For more than an hour, my colleague Bryan Denton and I waited on the trailer floor as he reviewed our documents. Beside him, two guards slept beneath heaped blankets. It smelled as if they had been there a while.

The Talib asked questions: Why had we come to Afghanistan? Where were we going? What were we doing?

We told him what we had told so many other Taliban members. I covered the war as a New York Times correspondent and bureau chief. Now I wanted to see the war from another perspective, to see what lessons -- and secrets -- the United States left behind.

Most Talibs had been, if not friendly, at least open to the idea. A few longtime American sources had vouched for us in Kabul, the Afghan capital, with Taliban members they knew. But this was thousands of miles away, and this Talib, marooned in a frontier outpost, was suspicious.

I began to wonder if our luck had run out. Bryan turned to me and frowned.

The guard began recording us with his phone, sending our hearts racing. Almost no recording of a foreigner in similar circumstances has ended well this century.

But the Talib had other things on his mind.

"Can you please indicate that you have been treated well, and that no harm has come to you?" he asked, presumably collecting evidence in case we complained to his superiors.

One of the stranger things about our travels was how freely the Taliban allowed us to explore. For most of the war, they had shot, bombed or abducted any foreigner they could find. Times colleagues had been kidnapped or killed.

Yet no matter where we were, if we produced our paperwork, we were granted access to places that few foreigners had ventured in nearly two decades: the other side of the war.

We spent nights in half-constructed buildings, in barren deserts and perched on the edge of raging rivers. We interviewed hundreds of people and surveyed more than 1,000 others about war crimes committed by American allies.

I often think of this moment in relation to Vietnam. In that war, decades passed before the United States engaged its former enemy. By then, parts of history were lost.

Here is what we learned.

The Taliban didn't win so much as the U.S. lost.

Time and again, we found, the Americans set the stage for their own defeat well before the Taliban marched to power in August 2021.

The United States empowered warlords and criminals to conduct the war on its behalf, individuals who inspired so much hatred that their very presence became a Taliban recruiting tool. This propensity was embodied by no one more than Lt. Gen. Abdul Raziq, the police chief of Kandahar Province.

Our reporting revealed that he and his men were responsible for Afghanistan's largest known campaign of mass disappearances during the war.

The Americans turned allies into enemies.

By blindly trampling into places they did not understand, the Americans seeded hatred. Errant airstrikes not only killed innocents. They killed American allies -- the very people who supported them the most.

In the rugged region of Nuristan, we traced the origins of one of the deadliest assaults on American soldiers. We discovered that American troops had created the enemies that they feared the most -- and in places that they never needed to be.

The Taliban declared an amnesty, and an end to poppy.

After the war, the Taliban declared that, no matter which side you had been on, the fighting was over. Former enemies were prohibited from settling scores -- and for the most part people listened.

The Taliban has also declared an end to poppy, seemingly accomplishing one of Washington's key war goals.

We visited the remnants of a poppy boom town in the desert, an area that once served as a $10 million-a-month Taliban financial hub and governance laboratory.

The district, Bakwa, had once been a barely inhabited stretch of desert. But thanks to American efforts to eradicate poppy -- and the opium trade -- people had flocked to the desert district, where the Taliban embraced them.

The war was decided long before it was over.

President Biden blames the Afghan Army for crumbling so quickly. President-elect Donald J. Trump blames Mr. Biden.

Both versions ignore the history in places like the north of Afghanistan, a region where values like democracy and women's rights might have actually lasted.

There, the United States empowered militias to fight the Taliban. Instead, these groups tortured, kidnapped and massacred civilians. They created such hatred toward the Afghan government and its American allies that people turned to the Taliban.

Before the Americans withdrew, the Taliban were already negotiating their rise to power.
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Quote of the Day: How to Detect Stoned Driving? Scientists Are Trying to Find Out.

Jan 02, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"We're kind of painting the plane as we fly it when it comes to cannabis liberalization."

JAKE NELSON, director of traffic safety advocacy and research at AAA, the automobile drivers group, as researchers and policymakers study how cannabis impairs driving skills and reflexes for habitual and occasional users. Page A9.
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On Comedy


For Comics, Honing Jokes Has Taken a Back Seat to Marketing. That's Not Good.

Stand-ups need time and practice to get good. When they have to focus on promotion and their social media feeds, the art form suffers.

Isabel Hagen on "The Tonight Show" in 2022. She recently wrote that she is spending more time promoting her work than crafting jokes. Todd Owyoung/NBC, via Getty Images



By Jason Zinoman



Dec 31, 2024 at 10:01 AM

In November, the comic Isabel Hagen made a confession that you almost never hear an artist make publicly. In a provocative Substack essay headlined "Social Media Is Depriving Artists," she wrote that while she once spent most of her time writing jokes, studying and refining them, her time and focus had shifted to promoting them.

"Every day instead of writing, I sit and think: I should post a clip of stand-up," she explained before describing her work-a-day thought process. "What clip will get mean reactions that spark fights in the comments and therefore feeds the algorithm and gets me more views? Should I go into my folder of bikini photos and post one with the caption 'lol hi'?"

The first thing to say about this is, for an artist in 2024, it's entirely rational and more common than you think. The second: It's bleak.

Hagen deserves praise for her honesty, because her essay captures the year in comedy in a way that the barrage of best-of lists doesn't. Young artists, to be sure, have always had to promote themselves, but the balance between that element of the job and the actual art feels worryingly lopsided in our current digital age.

The stigma of selling out is long gone, now replaced by the guilt of not doing it, constantly. For young artists, that tends to mean posting clips online, which puts butts in seats and increases follower counts, which helps get jobs. Comedy has moved to video. Most clubs now tape every set, turning these institutions into mini-studios that provide the video for Instagram commercials.

The goal for most comics building careers is an hour on Netflix, which is showing signs it appears as interested in creating newsy comedy events as ambitious specials. Its push to live shows accelerated this year, drawing audiences to roasts, specials and talk shows, even though every one of these would have been better if it had been edited and fussed over. That's one of several signs that pressure to focus on something other than honing jokes is not merely an issue with young comics, but also tied to larger trends in comedy.

The biggest acts, like Jerry Seinfeld, Bill Burr and Dave Chappelle, came up in an era of major networks and powerful industry gatekeepers. But that power has been replaced by algorithms. Some comics have capitalized on this. Selling sex appeal works, which is why the old taboo against good-looking funny people has been fading. Generating conflict and drama works, too.

That is partly the reason 2024 was the year of the artistic beef. In rap, Kendrick Lamar made his biggest mark with a Drake diss track. Similarly, Katt Williams had the biggest hit of the comedy year not with a special he produced but with a guest appearance on a podcast on which he talked an epic amount of trash, generating backlash and news articles and commanding attention.

His actual stand-up special, a live hour filmed during the Netflix comedy festival, was something of a disappointment compared with his previous hours, but does that even matter? The jokes in his special seem secondary to the gossip of his podcast appearance. (There are already rumors of a sequel.)

Katt Williams with Shannon Sharpe. Generating conflict is a form of marketing. Club Shay Shay, via YouTube


But for me, Hagen's essay feels like the most worrying sign because she's exactly the kind of emerging comic who should be working on her craft, aiming for the next great special. I first saw her perform in a Brooklyn basement many years ago, and while she was still a little green, her polished writing, spiky melancholy persona and natural sense of when to shift gears immediately marked her as an artist to keep an eye on. She even had a gimmick. She is a classically trained musician who incorporates viola into her stand-up.

This act got her some attention and even a spot on late-night television. But talent and "The Tonight Show" aren't enough anymore to break through. Or at least, that is the implicit argument of her essay, which traces the significant cultural and technological shift of her career to the rise of short-form video on TikTok, Instagram and YouTube. While a few comics, like Rob Delaney and Megan Amram, used written jokes on Twitter to break through, the major change has been the proliferation of video.

When Hagen started doing open mics in 2015, she writes in the essay, her peers were talking about crafting jokes and getting better at stand-up. But the power of videos to young comics, and to the bookers and casting agents who hire them, has made such footage the new currency.

Those clips have introduced audiences to many funny talents, including Megan Stalter ("Hacks") and James Austin Johnson ("Saturday Night Live"). And they have helped comics sell more tickets. Crowd-work videos in particular became ubiquitous because they are great for engagement online and they don't give away written jokes, which are typically better. The steady diet of riffing with fans online has made audiences think this improvisational trick is the core of comedy.

And maybe it is. Matt Rife was the second-highest grossing touring comedian in 2024, bringing in $57.5 million (Nate Bargatze was first), and his recent Netflix release, "Lucid," was made up entirely of crowd work. The funniest thing on it was when he said, "This show is going to be different than anything you have seen live or on Netflix before." I wish.

Hagen is no Luddite. She says she is grateful for social media tools to spread her work without the meddling of gatekeepers. And yet, the old flawed system, in which Steven Wright could be discovered by a booker from "The Tonight Show" who was in Boston because he was looking at colleges with his kid, had its benefits. Only a decade ago, comics regularly said you needed six or eight years of experience before you actually get good enough to perform for a big audience. That kind of patience now seems passe.

The current ethos is to throw everything at the wall as fast as possible and see what sticks. Volume matters. Hagen speculates that the accelerated speed of technological change is what's behind the need to grow careers at the same rate. The last two decades have seen a dizzying number of shifts in artistic outlets (from Twitter to Vine to TikTok, from podcasting to livestreaming).

Comedians are quick to adapt. Dane Cook may have been the first artist to use social media to rocket to fame by connecting with fans through MySpace in the mid 2000s. This experimental bent has been a strength for comics and has allowed them to flourish online more than other kinds of artists.

But it's worth pausing to consider what has been lost. Do we want to live in a world where quality is so easily compromised to get more attention? Should we really be happy with a cultural system that incentivizes artists to spend more time selling their wares than developing their work? Does a steady stream of crowd-work videos teach the audience to expect less from the art form?

Hagen doesn't end her bracing essay with a comforting resolution or a lesson learned. Instead, she says that while she would like to say she is going to spend more time getting better at her craft because that leads to success, she isn't naive. She fears that we are moving to a culture where we're just looking to be distracted.

"If distraction is the goal," she concludes, "the loudest and most persistent 'artist' will win, and many may forget why they entered a creative field in the first place."
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For Pedro Almodovar's Movies, the Poster Tells Its Own Story

The filmmaker has long collaborated with the graphic designer Juan Gatti to make alluring posters for his films, including one for his latest, "The Room Next Door."


By Manuel Betancourt



Dec 21, 2024 at 10:01 AM
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Few filmmakers have as distinctive a visual style as the Spanish director Pedro Almodovar. The palette for his work often includes ravaging reds, piquant pinks and bruising blues. And over four decades, Almodovar's aesthetic has reached far beyond the silver screen. Posters for his films adorn everything from T-shirts and tote bags to postcards and pins.

"It makes me laugh sometimes when people talk about 'el estilo Almodovar,'" the Argentine graphic designer Juan Gatti said in Spanish over a video call last month, cigarette in hand. "Of course he has a style that's quite bold and recognizable. But I hear it all the time. 'Oh, this is so Almodovar.' But sometimes it's about things that are mine, actually."

Gatti, 74, is behind some of the director's most well-known posters. He's designed steamy images for erotic thrillers ("Live Flesh") and playful tableaus for campy comedies ("Kika"). And while he's riffed on the likes of Saul Bass ("Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down!") and Andy Warhol ("Broken Embraces"), Gatti's work with Almodovar -- including for his latest, the English language feature "The Room Next Door" -- has long felt distinctly his own.

The most well-known collaboration between the two remains the artwork for "Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown." The 1988 dark comedy was Almodovar's first crossover hit. And the Argentine designer's concept for the film's poster helped brand the Spanish filmmaker's sensibility for a global audience.

 Juan Gatti


The collagelike image finds a pair of made-up eyes, a pair of legs and a pair of sideways, disembodied bold red lips hovering against a white background. The lettering that spells out the film's title pays homage to 1950s Harper's Bazaar covers, which in turn served as the inspiration behind the playful title sequence Gatti created for the film.

"Pedro's idea was to invoke a Blake Edwards-type comedy, with hints of those 1950s Doris Day, Rock Hudson films," Gatti said. "He wanted something that would put you in a good mood."

Discussing Gatti's design concepts for the film, Almodovar told The Times in an email, "When he showed them to me, I knew our collaboration would be a long-running one."

The two met in the early 1980s in Madrid. Gatti's photography for the avant-garde fashion designer Sybilla, as well as his day job designing album covers, led him to run in the same circles as Almodovar. Both were part of the countercultural movement known as La Movida Madrilena and their inspirations included everything from Disney and London's Carnaby Street to Hammer horror films and the composer Henry Mancini.

After his work on "Women on the Verge," Gatti was fittingly named the creative director of Vogue Italia in 1989. The job found him happily working at the intersection of art and commerce.

"What I love is for my work to interfere with people's everyday lives," Gatti said. "They'll be walking down the street to get, I don't know, eggs or something, and they'll come in contact with one of my designs. It's about stopping them in their tracks."

He thinks back to the black, gun-heeled shoe that served as the centerpiece of the poster for the 1992 melodrama "High Heels." The image doesn't explain the film so much as it distills its essence.

 Juan Gatti


"The posters I love the most are the ones that have the least amount of elements," Gatti said. "But those few elements need to work like icons."

Gatti has a penchant for simple, eye-catching visuals. For "Talk to Her" (2002), at Almodovar's request, he sought to echo one of the posters for Ingmar Bergman's "Persona." He took a Peter Lindbergh photograph of the film's lead actresses (Leonor Watling in profile, awash in blue; Rosario Flores facing us, awash in red) and turned it into a transfixing image which begs you to consider what hot and cold distance is being hinted at.

"To this day that is the most copied cover Pedro and I have ever made," Gatti said. "There's even a Barbra Streisand [album] cover that's almost exactly like it, and I'm taking the time here to call it out."

The irony is that Gatti doesn't much enjoy working with on-set or promotional photos. "I always prefer them to be more graphic," he said. "It makes for a bolder statement."

In the case of "Volver" (2006), Gatti set a close-up image of Penelope Cruz against a printed floral backdrop. He also adorned Cruz's hair with a distinctive hand-drawn red flower he'd lifted from the pattern in one of the dresses Cruz's character Raimunda wears in the film.

For "The Room Next Door," a tale of a woman (Tilda Swinton) grappling with a terminal illness and the possibility of a dignified death, Gatti knew he'd have to match the film's tenor -- and Almodovar's late career melancholy, in turn.

 Juan Gatti


"It's a story about maturity, about growing up," he said. "You know back then, the attitude was to break things. But when you get to a certain age, you want to become a builder, instead. Pedro's films are much more serene nowadays. It wouldn't make sense to create for 'The Room Next Door' something that called back to those early films."

"We'd already made a poster that would've been perfect," Almodovar said: "'Talk to Her.' But we couldn't well repeat it."

And so, choosing to echo Bergman's "Persona" once more, Almodovar asked the photographer Nico Bustos to snap a shot of Swinton and Julianne Moore that would turn their faces into a kind of landscape. In the finished design, both are lying down, looking up. Their skin tones blend with the rosy brown background that encases them.

"Pedro's style can be quite loud," Gatti said. "Like he's yelling almost. But this one is not like that at all. It's deeper. More intimate. And I wanted to break my own style and create something much calmer."

Such serenity is proof, perhaps, of how they've both mellowed since they first met. "We're both quite unbearable on our own," Almodovar said, referring to them as "insoportable." "But we've endured because we've evolved together and created some excellent work."

"Pedro and I have changed a lot," Gatti said with a smile. "We're not so insoportables anymore. We're growing up and maturing."

"Well, maybe not maturing so much as ripening," he quipped.
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Who's Who in 'A Complete Unknown': A Guide to the Characters and Stars

The biopic, with Timothee Chalamet as Bob Dylan, is peppered with figures from the folk world and beyond. These are some of them.

Timothee Chalamet doing his best Dylan while Edward Norton as Pete Seeger watches in "A Complete Unknown." Searchlight Pictures



By Gabe Cohn



Dec 25, 2024 at 10:00 AM

In some ways, the Bob Dylan biopic "A Complete Unknown" is a family drama.

The director James Mangold saw the climax of the film, Dylan's performance at the 1965 Newport Folk Festival, where his choice to perform backed by an electrified rock band caused an uproar among the folk-music establishment, as "a kind of Thanksgiving blowup, a holiday dinner gone awry in which a prodigal son comes out and won't toe the family line anymore, and tries to demonstrate his independence."

The story follows Dylan (played by Timothee Chalamet) over the foundational years leading up to that concert. It begins with his arrival in New York City in 1961. These are some of the people he meets along the way.

Pete Seeger (Edward Norton)

 Brian Shuel/Redferns, via Getty Images

The real Pete Seeger and the film version. Searchlight Pictures


Dylan entered a folk music scene largely shaped by Pete Seeger. Seeger's influence was multifaceted: After helping found the leftist folk group the Almanac Singers in the 1940s, he went on to success as a solo artist and as a member of the Weavers. He both interpreted established folk songs and wrote his own, which were often overtly political but not always. "There were all these different strains of the folk music revival, or scene, whatever you want to call it," said the music historian and musician Elijah Wald, "and all of them came out of Pete Seeger." (Wald's book "Dylan Goes Electric!" was the basis for "A Complete Unknown.") Mangold saw Seeger and Dylan as akin to father and son, or brothers. "There's a kind of cleave that develops between them over ideology or dogma," he said, "Or if anything, Bob's absence of a dogma -- that he kind of just wants to be free without fences."

Woody Guthrie (Scoot McNairy)

 Al Aumuller/New York World-Telegram and the Sun, via Library of Congress

Woody Guthrie had Huntington's disease during the period covered by the film. Searchlight Pictures


The young Dylan was influenced by both the music of Woody Guthrie and the self-mythologizing of Guthrie's partly fictional autobiography, "Bound for Glory" (1943). During his early days in New York, Dylan tracked down the older man, but by this point in Guthrie's life, the voice that had, perhaps most famously, once sung "This Land Is Your Land," had been taken by Huntington's disease, a neurodegenerative illness that led to Guthrie's living out his final years at psychiatric hospitals in New Jersey and New York. Yesi Ramirez, the casting director for "A Complete Unknown," gave a disclaimer to actors up for the part of the older artist: "Look, there are no lines. His disease does not permit him to speak." The film, doing a little mythologizing of its own, takes liberties with how and where Dylan meets him. But the connection it shows was real. "Everybody who was close to Woody remembers Dylan as having been particularly devoted, and as Woody particularly liking him," Wald said. "That was a unique relationship."

Sylvie Russo (Elle Fanning)

Suze Rutolo with Dylan in 1961. Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images

For the film, she was renamed Sylvie Russo at Dylan's request. Searchlight Pictures


Dylan's primary love interest in the film is a fictionalized version of Suze Rotolo, the artist and activist pictured walking beside Dylan through a slushy Greenwich Village on the cover of "The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan." Mangold changed Rotolo's name at Dylan's request. The reason was straightforward, he said: "What Bob expressed to me was just that this was not a public person." But, Mangold added, if the name change leads to some confusion, so much the better. "That's kind of a Bob trademark anyway," he said, "leaving one little burdock in your shoe that's going to cause everyone to ask a question, or try and find a greater meaning."

Joan Baez (Monica Barbaro)

 Rowland Scherman/National Archives/Newsmakers, via Getty Images

Joan Baez with Dylan at the March on Washington in 1963 and portrayed onstage in the film version. Searchlight Pictures


By the time Dylan released his self-titled debut album in 1962, Joan Baez was already a folk star. Yet the path she took was, Wald said, "absolutely, studiedly uncommercial." She broke out at the 1959 Newport Folk Festival after singing with the folk musician Bob Gibson, who'd brought her there. Then, despite interest from major companies, she signed with the highbrow label Vanguard. She later became artistically and romantically involved with Dylan, and invited him onstage before he got famous. "She took Dylan across the country," Wald said, "with people going, 'Yuck, why are we hearing this kid with the whiny voice? We've come to hear Joan Baez.'"

Albert Grossman (Dan Fogler)

A manager, not a musician, Albert Grossman nonetheless proves to be one of the loudest figures in "A Complete Unknown." In his 2004 memoir, Dylan likened Grossman's voice to "the booming of war drums." Ramirez, the casting director, watched archival footage of Grossman and saw a "bull in a china shop." Both descriptions are consistent with Grossman's reputation as a brash, savvy negotiator. Dylan signed with him between his first album, which focused on cover songs, and his second, "The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan" (1963), which established him as a great songwriter. One piece of color in the movie, Mangold said, was sourced directly from Dylan: "The whole little thing with him carrying that snub-nosed gun under his jacket comes from a story Bob told me about Grossman always being paranoid about some kind of 'unfinished business' he left behind when he worked in Chicago jazz clubs."

Alan Lomax (Norbert Leo Butz)

 Bettmann/Getty Images

Lomax at work in real life and portrayed onscreen. Searchlight Pictures


A folklorist and musicologist, Alan Lomax spent much of his life traveling with recording equipment to capture the songs and voices of folk musicians. Some, including Guthrie and the blues player Leadbelly, are well-known names; many more aren't, which was part of the point. He was on the board of the Newport Folk Festival.

John Hammond (David Alan Basche)

"Hammond's Folly" was Dylan's nickname around Columbia Records after his first album was met with poor sales. Of course, John Hammond, the producer and talent scout who signed Dylan to Columbia (and produced that record), ultimately had the last laugh. Not that he needed it: Dylan or no Dylan, Hammond shaped generations of American music stars, fueling the careers of Billie Holiday, Bruce Springsteen and many others.

Bob Neuwirth (Will Harrison)

 John Byrne Cooke Estate/Getty Images

Bob Neuwirth in 1964 and the fictional version in "A Complete Unknown." Searchlight Pictures


A close friend of Dylan who was also his road manager for some time, the artist and musician Bob Neuwirth can be seen palling around with Dylan in D.A. Pennebaker's tour documentary, "Dont Look Back." He also worked with Janis Joplin.

Jesse Moffette (Big Bill Morganfield)

The blues guitarist Big Bill Morganfield plays this fictional bluesman. Morganfield's involvement has layers of historical resonance: His father was Muddy Waters, the Chicago blues pioneer. Not only was Waters a presence at Newport, but as a young man he was recorded performing in his Mississippi cabin by Lomax, who had gone there to record for the Archive of American Folk Song at the Library of Congress.

Johnny Cash (Boyd Holbrook)

Johnny Cash and Dylan were pen pals? Yes. A long-running friendship began when Cash exchanged letters with a young Dylan after listening to "The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan." While working on "A Complete Unknown," Mangold (who also directed the Cash biopic "Walk the Line") asked Dylan's manager about the notes. "He sent me scans of all these incredible letters that Johnny Cash wrote to Bob," Mangold said. "And those are the words in the movie. Unfortunately, we didn't have the letters Bob wrote to Johnny because Johnny probably never saved any of them -- whereas Bob cherished them and kept them carefully."
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Critic's Notebook


Why Directors Can't Quit 'Nosferatu'

Robert Eggers's movie is the latest cinematic adaptation of the 1922 F.W. Murnau film, itself an unauthorized adaptation of Bram Stoker's horror novel.

Lily-Rose Depp in "Nosferatu," directed by Robert Eggers. Focus Features



By Jason Bailey



Dec 31, 2024 at 10:00 AM

The funny thing is, we're not even supposed to be able to see the original "Nosferatu." When the director F.W. Murnau and the producer Albin Grau approached the estate of Bram Stoker, hoping to adapt his seminal horror novel "Dracula" into a feature film in 1921, the author's widow turned them down flat. Unswayed, the filmmakers went ahead, pressing the screenwriter Henrik Galeen to make a handful of cosmetic changes to obscure their act of plagiarism. When "Nosferatu" was released the following year, the Stoker estate took them to court, kicking off a lengthy international legal battle; the final ruling ordered all copies of the film to be confiscated and destroyed.

Luckily, a few prints survived, and the film was subsequently restored and reappraised as one of the most influential films of the silent era. Its moody cinematography and jolting edits influenced countless horror pictures, as well as two direct remakes, the newest of which hit theaters on Christmas Day. Each iteration of this reconstituted story tells us much about the director behind it, and the cinematic environment in which it was made.

The original "Nosferatu" was a product of the German Expressionist movement. Murnau and Grau, who was also the picture's production designer, use stylized sets, atypical compositions and dramatic lighting to set the mood and build dread, most famously in the scenes set in the vampire's dim Transylvania castle, where candlelight casts the count's distinctive, creeping shadow upon the high stone walls.

Max Schreck as Count Orlok in the 1922 film "Nosferatu." Frederic Lewis/Hulton Archive, via Getty Images


His name has been changed from Dracula to Orlok; the other key characters are altered as well. The real estate solicitor Jonathan Harker has become Thomas Hutter; his fiancee, Mina, is now his wife, Ellen; his employer has been merged with the count's servant Renfield and renamed Herr Knock; and the role of the vampire hunter Van Helsing has been reduced and remade into Professor Sievers.

But the broad strokes of the plot remain the same: Hutter is sent to Transylvania by Knock, over Ellen's objections, for what he believes is the closing of a lucrative real estate deal, but is in fact a plot to lure him there as a sacrifice to the vampire. Orlok is enthralled by a photograph of Ellen, and abandons Hutter so he can travel to Germany to take Ellen as his own; she is haunted by visions of the coming evil, and ultimately sacrifices herself so that Orlok may be killed by the morning sunlight.

That conclusion was one of the major departures from the source novel, in which Dracula is killed by Harker and Quincey Morris, the fiancee of Mina's best friend, Lucy (another of the vampire's victims). The climax was also the most concrete deployment of one of the film's key deviations: In the original novel, Dracula is merely weakened by sunlight, but "Nosferatu" put forth the notion that the sun can kill vampires, which became a key piece of film and literature's ongoing vampire lore.

The other noteworthy divergence would become even more pronounced in its subsequent remakes. As Orlok merely kills his victims (rather than turning them into vampires, as in the Stoker novel), the rash of dead bodies he leaves in his wake had to be explained. So the screenwriter Galeen folded in a subplot wherein a horde of rats from the boat Orlok commandeers for his ocean voyage swarms the town, spreading plague among its inhabitants. This prompts some of the picture's most memorable imagery, which was seized on, and greatly expanded, by the German filmmaker Werner Herzog for his 1979 interpretation, "Nosferatu, the Vampyre."

In fact, you get the feeling that Herzog made his film less out of any interest in Dracula or horror than in plague and rats; he gives us several lingering, almost loving shots of the invading army of vermin. His film combines the over-the-top tradition of German Expressionism and the later, divergently realistic German New Wave movement, in which Herzog was a key player.

Isabelle Adjani and Klaus Kinski in Werner Herzog's "Nosferatu" (1979). Bleeding Light Film Group


But his plotting is quite faithful, and though he restores the names from the Stoker novel (which was by then in the public domain), he follows Murnau beat for beat, and even replicates some dialogue. And though he was obviously making a sound film, Herzog deftly uses silence throughout: filling Harker's room with hushed quiet, punctured only by the howling wind outside, when he wakes to find Dracula standing over him; removing all sound, save for that of blood being sucked, during the "feeding" sequences; and, during the vampire's death, eschewing dramatic music and throbbing strings for the bare sound of Dracula gasping for breath as the morning birds chirp outside.

In other words, "Nosferatu, the Vampyre" is aesthetically minimalist, and thus the opposite of what Robert Eggers is up to in his grandly theatrical remake. It's a haunted, sweaty nightmare of a movie in which he uses the cast iron pot of the original to cook up a hearty Transylvania stew, cheerfully intermingling ingredients from not only the previous adaptations but several official Draculas (especially Francis Ford Coppola's operatically ornate and unapologetically horny "Bram Stoker's Dracula" (1992)), as well as the 2000 horror delight "Shadow of the Vampire," a wildly fictionalized account of the making of Murnau's "Nosferatu," featuring Eggers's "Nosferatu" player Willem Dafoe.

Eggers's primary addition to the tale is a greater motivation for Orlok's obsession with Ellen (Eggers's screenplay restores the altered character names): a psychic connection, dating back to her youth, which led to "troubled nerves" which were only stymied by her relationship with Hutter. This mania manifests itself in seizures, screams and other indicators of inner turmoil, recalling not only "The Exorcist" but "Possession" (1981) -- starring Isabelle Adjani, who played the Ellen/Mina role in Herzog's 1979 "Nosferatu." Eggers is much more explicit in both his gore and sensuality than Herzog, exploring themes of sexual shame and forbidden desire within the Ellen-Hutter-Orlok triangle, and complicating the dynamic between the vampire and his victim considerably, into a lust-hate battle of wills ("I abhor you," she all but moans into his mouth).

"Nosferatu" ultimately feels like a container for all of Eggers's cinematic compulsions -- beyond its debt to Murnau and Stoker, it echoes the epic scope of his previous picture "The Northman," the aural ornateness (and crusty Dafoe performance) of his drama "The Lighthouse," and the Gothic folk horror elements (down to a midnight ritual in the woods, his own addition) of his debut effort "The Witch." In these moments, his "Nosferatu," like Herzog's, reminds us that the best remakes are less slavish imitations than cover records, allowing the artist to freely and thrillingly explore their own stylistic preoccupations and obsessions.
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The Soviet Holiday Classic Even Kremlin Skeptics Can't Stop Watching

"The Irony of Fate" is a turn-of-the-year TV tradition that endures even in households that are now wary of Russian culture.

Andrey Myagkov as Zhenya and Barbara Brylska as Nadya in the film "The Irony of Fate, or Enjoy Your Bath!" The romantic comedy played on TV during every new year holiday in the Soviet Union. Mosfilm



By Valeriya Safronova



Dec 31, 2024 at 08:00 AM

When the film "The Irony of Fate, or Enjoy Your Bath!" premiered on millions of television sets in the Soviet Union on Jan. 1, 1976, Igor Rogovyi was 9 and living in Odesa, Ukraine.

"This movie is from the depths of my childhood," Rogovyi said. "I have very good memories of it."

On Tuesday, as Russian speakers around the world prepare elaborate New Year's Eve dinners, "The Irony of Fate" will be playing in the background in many homes: on TV in some countries, or via streaming services like YouTube or Smotrim, a Russian state television website.

The Russian-language movie blends romantic comedy with a subversive commentary on the state-enforced sameness of Soviet life, which gave it an edgy appeal. Despite its veiled criticism, "The Irony of Fate" was broadcast during every new year holiday, and the tradition of watching it continues today in countries that were once part of the Soviet Union, like Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia.

For many people who grew up in the Soviet Union or in the aftermath of its breakup, "The Irony of Fate" is to the new year holidays what "The Grinch" or "Home Alone" is to an American Christmas. But unlike those more innocent equivalents, "The Irony of Fate" has faced controversy and rejection since Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine in 2014, bringing a wave of wariness toward Russian cultural hallmarks -- not least in Ukraine itself.

The film opens with a short, satirical cartoon about Soviet bureaucrats forcefully replacing idiosyncratic historic buildings with nearly identical, unadorned apartment blocks. Sameness, a major feature of Soviet urban design, is an important theme in the movie and a key factor in making its improbable plot work.

Apartment blocks in Moscow in 1970. "The Irony of Fate" blends romantic comedy with a subversive commentary on the state-enforced sameness of Soviet life. Rolls Press/Popperfoto, via Getty Images


After a very intoxicated Zhenya, a middle-aged man who lives in Moscow, accidentally flies to what is now St. Petersburg, he orders a taxi and ends up in an apartment nearly indistinguishable from his own. He's too drunk to understand that he's not in Moscow, but 400 miles away.

When the apartment's true occupant, Nadya, gets home, she finds a stranger with no pants on asleep in her bed. High jinks ensue. One of the most beloved aspects of the film is the music: Characters periodically pull out guitars and sing folk songs with lyrics by renowned Soviet writers like Bella Akhmadulina, Boris Pasternak and Marina Tsvetaeva.

Balzhan Bekenova, who grew up in Almaty, Kazakhstan, said that the movie "was always running on television on every channel" in the 1990s during the new year holidays. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Central Asian countries like Kazakhstan have remained in Russia's sphere of influence.

Over time, Bekenova developed a deep affection for "The Irony of Fate," though today she said she felt some wariness about how Moscow had shaped her cultural worldview, including via popular Russian-language films.

Still, since moving to Europe in 2017 -- first to Prague, then to Berlin -- Bekenova said she has needed to watch "The Irony of Fate" around the new year holidays to have "a festive feeling."

"The film has this strong connection with home for me," Bekenova said. "I even showed it to my German husband on New Year's, so he could also understand this part of my identity."

For many people who grew up in the Soviet Union or in the aftermath of its breakup, "The Irony of Fate" is to the new year holidays what "The Grinch" or "Home Alone" is to an American Christmas. Mosfilm


Since Russia annexed Crimea in 2014, "The Irony of Fate," which used to regularly appear on TV in Ukraine, has been rejected by many Ukrainians as a relic of Russia's imperialist past. Russian is still widely spoken in Ukraine, alongside Ukrainian, but Russian movies and TV shows quickly vanished from most Ukraine's public channels and theaters after the 2014 invasion.

In 2015, the Ukrainian culture ministry released a blacklist of figures who it said posed a threat to national security: One of them was an actress, Valentina Talyzina, who played a minor role in "The Irony of Fate." (The ministry didn't give a reason for her inclusion, but in 2014, she signed a public letter supporting the invasion of Crimea.) According to Ukraine's broadcasting laws, Talyzina's inclusion in the film means that any Ukrainian television channel that screens it faces a fine.

Olha Bregman, the chairwoman of the Ukrainian Film Academy, said that Russia promoted Soviet pop-culture artifacts to inspire nostalgia for a time when the country was a powerful empire with control over Ukraine. That also happens to be the time when people now in retirement age were in their formative years. "Russia uses all these Soviet classic films as heritage, and a way to control and influence this older generation of people," Bregman said.

Still, for some, "The Irony of Fate" remains part of the canon.

"There are about 10 to 15 Soviet films that I can rewatch even now," said Dimitri Kanevski, 50, who grew up in Kharkiv, Ukraine, but has lived in the United States since the 1990s. During the holidays, he said, "We would go skiing, play hockey across the street, come home, turn on the TV, and they're playing 'The Irony of Fate.' Movies like these don't get boring."

Alla Malani, 55, who grew up in Pavlodar, Kazakhstan, and also lives in the United States now, estimates that she has seen "The Irony of Fate" about 25 times. "On New Year's, in our gifts, we had a mandarin and a few pieces of chocolate, and 'The Irony of Fate' always on in the background," she said. (The Soviet Union had a scarcity of citrus fruits, so mandarin oranges were a prized holiday treat.)

A television broadcast by President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia during a 2022 New Year's Eve dinner in Moscow. "The Irony of Fate" has faced controversy since Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Alexander Nemenov/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Rogovyi and his wife, Svetlana Bulashevska, who emigrated from Odesa to Germany in the 1990s, said they would most likely be watching the film again on Tuesday. For years, they caught it on Russian TV channels broadcast in Germany, but more recently, frustrated by the pro-Kremlin bent of the shows they found there, they've switched to YouTube.

Bulashevska said that she and her husband had stopped watching Russian television, read only protest literature in Russian, and listen to Russian musicians only if they have taken a clear stance against the war in Ukraine.

But "The Irony of Fate" remains on their holiday roster -- for several reasons.

A supporting actress in the film, Liya Akhedzhakova, has been a vocal critic of the Kremlin and Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022. Last year, she resigned from the theater where she worked amid pressure from pro-government sources. Barbara Brylska, one of the film's leads, supported Akhedzhakova's decision and encouraged her to flee Russia, which, she said, "is not worthy of her."

Kremlin supporters responded by calling for Brylska and Akhedzhakova to be replaced in the movie by deepfakes, an idea that the head of Mosfilm, the studio that produced "Irony of Fate," called "foolishness."

Beyond the politics, Bulashevska and Rogovyi see the film as a cherished piece of their childhoods.

"The extent of our hatred toward the Russian government is impossible to express, but this film is part of a specific ritual -- and destroying it would be equivalent to destroying New Year's Eve," Rogovyi said. "We don't want to reject one of the last things that connects us to our youth."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/31/arts/television/the-irony-of-fate-new-years.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Like 'Squid Game'? Stream These 9 New Korean Dramas Next

As more and more K-dramas debut for U.S. viewers, it is becoming harder to choose which to watch. Here are a few favorites that premiered in 2024.

Lee Je-hoon in a scene from "Chief Detective 1958," a prequel to the popular Korean series "Chief Detective." MBC TV, via Hulu



By Simon Abrams



Dec 27, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Streaming services have been searching for the next "Squid Game" ever since the meteoric 2021 debut of the series, a bloody Korean tale of dystopian class warfare whose first season is the most-watched series in Netflix history.

Following up on its own success, Netflix announced plans last year to invest $2.5 billion in new Korean media, including scripted dramas -- Season 2 of "Squid Game," which debuted on Thursday, was already in development -- and reality shows, notably the competition series "Squid Game: The Challenge." Other major streamers have followed suit.

That's good news for fans in the United States, who have more Korean drama, known affectionately as K-drama, to choose from than ever -- including standouts like Apple TV+'s rich multigenerational family saga "Pachinko" and the antic Disney+ police comedy "Seoul Busters" (also streaming on Hulu). At the same time, streamers specializing in foreign content, like Viki and the Korea-based CJ ENM, have expanded their K-drama libraries and reach in recent years.

Did "Squid Game 2" whet your appetite for more? There's a lot to sort through. Here are nine of the best new K-dramas from 2024, listed alphabetically, including a time-travel rom-com, a period musical and a show about a young woman who turns into a chicken nugget.

'The Auditors'

Stream it on CJ ENM (including as an Amazon Prime Video add-on) and Viki.

Shin Ha-kyun's deadpan performance as a supernaturally gifted corporate fraud investigator sets the tone for this unusual procedural, which follows an auditing team at the deeply corrupt JU Construction firm. As Cha-il, the auditing department's perpetually exasperated and hypervigilant leader, Shin helps to uncover various scandals and white collar crimes. Cha-il's prickly attitude doesn't soften much despite the good example set by the naive rookie auditor Han-soo (Lee Jung-ha). Nevertheless, Shin steals most of his scenes, playing his role with a winning combination of deductive reasoning and righteous indignation. Cha-il may not be a people person, but Shin makes him one of the most entertaining new lead characters in a K-drama this year.

Left to right, Ahn Jae-hong as Ko Baek-joong, and Ryu Seung-ryong as Choi Sun-man in a scene from "Chicken Nugget." Garage Lab/Netflix


'Chicken Nugget'

Stream it on Netflix.

Two hapless office workers struggle with an absurd metaphysical dilemma in this bizarre science fiction comedy that asks the question: What would you do if a loved one wandered into a mysterious cabinet and transformed into a chicken nugget? Based on the gonzo web cartoon series of the same name, "Chicken Nugget" chases after the distressed small business owner Seon-man (Ryu Seung-ryong) and his happy-go-lucky intern, Baek-joong (Ahn Jae-hong), as they try to restore Seon-man's daughter, Min-ah (Kim You-jung), to her human form. The show's tone frequently changes to match the runaway plot, whose digressive subplots involve time travel, a mad scientist and his jealous nephew, and Baek-joong's food critic ex-girlfriend (played by the celebrity fashion model Jung Ho-yeon). Come for the unpredictable mystery, stay for the surreal humor.

'Chief Detective 1958'

Stream it on Hulu.

Lee Je-hoon turns heads as Yeong-han, a small-town detective who takes on big city corruption in this breezy period cop drama. "Chief Detective 1958" serves as a prequel to the popular series "Chief Detective" (1971-89) but you don't have to be familiar with that earlier program to enjoy watching Yeong-han and his team of virtuous misfits take on powerful local gangsters and crooked cops. Lee pours on the charm, and his energetic performance makes you want to root for Yeong-han, a naive hero who might have otherwise come across like an unbearably shticky do-gooder. His co-stars also excel in their supporting roles, especially Lee Dong-hwi as the stubborn Mad Dog and Choi Deok-moon as Yeong-han's venerable mentor, Dae-cheon.

'Crash'

Stream it on Hulu.

Prioritize this binge-worthy police procedural if you've ever wished that "C.S.I." had more car chases and martial arts fights. The perpetually underestimated members of Seoul's Traffic Crime Investigation (T.C.I.) give chase to a range of criminals who include a murderous insurance scammer and a corrupt local politician. Their episodic and surprisingly well-developed cases usually wrap up after an episode or two, but those stories often tie into an overarching plot involving the team's veteran captain, Chae-man (Heo Sung-tae), and diligent newbie Yeon-ho (Lee Min-Ki), the younger of whom searches for information about a fatal car accident from his past. The ensemble cast's comedic gifts also get a fine showcase throughout thanks to some snappy banter and amusing physical comedy -- and some exciting car chases, too.

Kim Tae-ri stars as a gifted folk singer in "Jeongnyeon: The Star Is Born." Studio Dragon, via Hulu


'Jeongnyeon: The Star Is Born'

Stream it on Hulu.

Kim Tae-ri ("The Handmaiden") does her own singing in this engrossing musical period drama about a highly competitive troupe of gukgeuk opera performers. Kim stars as the gifted pansori folk singer (and actor and dancer) Jeongnyeon, who moves from the Southern harbor town of Mokpo to Seoul after the Korean War to cultivate her talent. Jeongnyeon then struggles to navigate the pitfalls of fame with encouragement from the jaded pansori singer and male impersonator Moon Ok-gyeong (Jung Eun-chae). Yoon also frequently clashes with Heo Yeong-seo (Shin Ye-eun), her talented rival. Relaxed, generous, long takes emphasize the intensity and range of Kim's and Shin's singing. The series finale also stands out for both its impressive musical performances and satisfying backstage drama.

'Lovely Runner'

Stream it on Viki.

The boy band heartthrob Ryu Sun-jae (Byeon Woo Seok) encourages his mobility challenged admirer Im Sol (Kim Hye-yoon) and inspires a twisty relationship in this sunny time travel romantic-comedy. Im Sol uses her grandmother's enchanted watch to relive her late teens by traveling back to 2008, where she helps a younger Sun-jae to preemptively address the roots of his depression. Im Sol's intervention has unexpected consequences, but it also leads to a surprisingly adult relationship as she and Sun-jae change from a fan and her idol into two strangers with a strong mutual attraction. Some of the plot's contrivances don't really make sense, but Byeon and Kim have great chemistry, and the showrunners do a fine job of combining bubbly high school drama with cheery romantic fantasy.

Lee Jung-eun in a scene from "Miss Night and Day." via Netflix


'Miss Night and Day'

Stream it on Netflix.

Part body swap romantic-comedy and part serial killer mystery, "Miss Night and Day" pairs Mi-jin (Jeong Eun-ji), a skilled but unemployed 20-something, with Ji-ung (Choi Jin-hyuk), a standoffish district attorney who has no clue that Mi-jin is also Lim-sun (Lee Jung-eun), a 40-something employee at his office. Mi-jin transforms into Lim-sun during the day and then back into her own body at night after she runs into a stray cat that used to belong to Mi-jin's aunt. Ji-ung happens to be investigating the disappearance of Mi-jin's aunt, along with that of a handful of other middle-aged women. Ji-ung's search doesn't land anywhere memorable, but the show is otherwise irresistible.

'No Gain No Love'

Stream it on Amazon.

A marriage of convenience unites the insecure businesswoman Hae-yeong (Shin Min-a) with the underachieving convenience store clerk Ji-uk (Kim Young-dae) after Hae-yeong's office job offers a promotion exclusively to married couples. Unfortunately for Hae-yeong, her job is run by the parents of one of her boorish office rivals, Gyu-hyun (Lee Sang-yi), who makes life difficult for Hae-yeong as he climbs the corporate ladder and also dates Hae-yeong's roommate, the popular romance novelist Ja-yeon (Han Ji-hyun). Some K-drama fans don't like how sympathetic the series tries to make Gyu-hyun by the season finale, but his relationship with Ja-yeon provides a sweet compliment to Ji-uk and Hae-yeong's conventional but satisfying romance. The show's genre-savvy but unique plot carries Hae-yeong's crowd-pleasing story through its sudsiest twists.

Lee Dong-wook, above, and Ahn Se-bin in a scene from the crime thriller "A Shop for Killers." Disney+


'A Shop for Killers'

Stream it on Hulu.

This teenage assassin drama toggles between two separate but related story lines about the secretive mercenary Jin-man (Lee Dong-wook) and his precocious teenage niece, Ji-an (Kim Hye-jun). Jin-man dies at the beginning of the series, which leads Ji-an to dig up her uncle's secret life as a hired killer. Most of the series toggles smoothly between flashbacks to Jin-man's past and flash forwards to the present day as Ji-an realizes that Ji-man has been secretly training her for years in case of his death. The series's dramatic momentum stalls when his story overtakes hers for two later episodes, but the finale provides a satisfying resolution. Dynamic action scenes also compliment Ji-an's surprising discoveries throughout this pulpy and engrossing crime thriller.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/27/arts/television/best-korean-dramas-kdrama-streaming.html
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The Typography Maestro Getting Calls From Greta Gerwig and Robert Eggers

Teddy Blanks, the designer behind the memorable movie titles for films like "Nosferatu" and "Barbie," has quietly become Hollywood's go-to guy.

"I'm often not paying attention to my surroundings," said Teddy Blanks, here with his design studio's resident dog, Omar. "I'm paying attention to the letters on signs around me." Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Alex Vadukul



Dec 23, 2024 at 10:03 AM

Teddy Blanks, a neatly mustached 40-year-old man wearing ripped jeans and battered white sneakers, walked through Times Square one cold recent night to catch a screening of "Wicked" at an AMC multiplex. He hadn't yet seen the film, and he was eager to see one particular shot: the movie's opening title.

Settling into a theater seat, Mr. Blanks reflected on the typeface that appears at the movie's start. It reads "Wicked: Part 1" and fills the screen in a gigantic folksy font during an aerial landscape shot of Oz. It was his handiwork.

"I partly based it on old chapter letterings from L. Frank Baum's first 'Oz' book," he said. "I wanted it to have a dose of nostalgia. Me and the director, Jon Chu, went through like 20 W variations until it had the perfect serifs and curves."

As the magical world of Oz illuminated the audience's faces, Mr. Blanks pointed at the screen when his title appeared. Then he boyishly tucked his feet up onto the seat, sipping a Coke and snacking on Reese's Pieces, and watched with them.

His name may have flashed by in the end credits, but in the niche field of movie title design, Mr. Blanks is one of the most sought-after craftsmen of this cinematic art form.

 Teddy Blanks, CHIPS

 Teddy Blanks, CHIPS

 Teddy Blanks, CHIPS

 Teddy Blanks, CHIPS

Some of Mr. Blanks's typeface work. "Teddy is able to take my ideas further than I imagined them," said the director Robert Eggers, whose new film "Nosferatu" received the Blanks treatment. Teddy Blanks, CHIPS

In the same way that directors like Alfred Hitchcock and Stanley Kubrick relied on the ingenious title work of Saul Bass -- known for his contributions to "Vertigo" and "The Man With the Golden Arm" -- Mr. Blanks has become a secret weapon to a who's who of directors. They include the likes of Greta Gerwig and Ben Stiller, A24 impresarios like Ari Aster and Robert Eggers, and indie heavyweights like Alex Ross Perry and Lena Dunham, with whom he started collaborating back when she was filming her first shorts at Oberlin College.

Mr. Blanks's typefaces, opening sequences, title cards, endcrawls and credits have probably appeared in something you've recently seen.

For Ms. Gerwig, he designed the titles for "Barbie" and developed an entire alphabet for its pink font that he named Barbie Swash. (He also worked on Ms. Gerwig's "Lady Bird" and "Little Women.") For Mr. Aster, he titled nouveau horror classics like "Hereditary" and "Midsommar." For Mr. Stiller, he designed the Massimo Vignelli-inspired corporate font used in the opening of "Severance."

"Teddy is an artist, which is the most important thing about my collaboration with him," Ms. Gerwig said in an email. "He understands that we are trying to create an experience for people from beginning to end, that the film needs to be a good dancing partner and reward the audience for putting themselves in a place of vulnerability. If any part of it is careless, the audience will subconsciously stop trusting you. There is nothing that isn't important in a frame. He sweats every detail."

That night in Times Square, the AMC multiplex that Mr. Blanks visited served as a kind of art gallery for his latest works: There was a giant billboard for Mr. Eggers's "Nosferatu," featuring his gothic font, and a poster for "Babygirl," A24's steamy new thriller starring Nicole Kidman.

Studying the pink-lettered "Babygirl" poster, Mr. Blanks said, "This font is based on Times New Roman, but a kinky version."

"Barbie Swash," the font Mr. Blanks designed for "Barbie," Ms. Gerwig's blockbuster from last summer. "He sweats every detail," she said. Teddy Blanks, CHIPS


Of the "Nosferatu" billboard, he said, "The idea was to make it feel like it could have come from a lost silent German expressionist film."

Mr. Eggers, in a phone interview, discussed his collaborative relationship with Mr. Blanks, who also designed the titles for his 19th-century maritime horror movie, "The Lighthouse."

"Teddy is able to take my ideas further than I imagined them," Mr. Eggers said. "His treatment for 'Nosferatu' brings us into the movie's world. I wanted a gothic font that felt like something you hadn't seen before, yet that seemed menacing and rooted in history. I'd tell him, 'We need more of this on the N, or maybe the T is better like that.'"

"Movie titles get overlooked," he added. "There's not a lot of title designers aside from Saul Bass who are household names in film, but I think Teddy could be one of the all-time greats."

Mr. Blanks works on his movie titles at CHIPS, the graphic design studio he co-founded in 2009, which operates out of a building on Bedford Avenue that sits beside the Williamsburg Bridge. He started it with two friends, Adam Squires and Dan Shields, back in the heyday of the neighborhood's "Girls" era.

During a recent interview at the office, Mr. Blanks went deep on the unsung craft of movie title design. J and M trains rattled past a kitchen window, where an Emmy for his work on "Severance" sat on display. Omar, a 15-year-old Brussels Griffon, napped beside a shelf lined with books like "Typefounders of Chicago" and "The Elements of Typographic Style."

"It's an interpretive art," Mr. Blanks said. "And making movie titles is as old as making movies. They were arguably most important at the start of the medium's history, when there was no sound, because they really had to bring audiences into a film. I still try to make titles that feel like they belong to a movie."

Some of his favorite title sequences, he said, were the openings for "American Psycho," designed by Marlene McCarty, and Jonathan Demme's "Something Wild" by the studio M & Co.

Mr. Blanks sifted through compendiums of various fonts at CHIPS, the graphic design studio he founded in 2009. Graham Dickie/The New York Times

The Emmy that Mr. Blanks won for his work on the show "Severance." Graham Dickie/The New York Times


He also discussed the affliction of being an obsessive typography nerd. "It's a bit of a disease," he said. "I'm often not paying attention to my surroundings. I'm paying attention to the letters on signs around me. I also notice bad type. Life is simpler when you don't notice poor design."

As he clicked through Adobe files on his desktop computer, he explained that for "Lady Bird," a prep school drama, he drew inspiration from Ms. Gerwig's actual Catholic high school student handbooks. For Mr. Perry's "Listen Up Philip," which stars Jason Schwartzman as an egomaniacal writer, he designed book jackets based on covers of Martin Amis and Philip Roth novels.

Eventually he found his old files for "Tiny Furniture," the 2010 indie comedy about postgraduate millennialhood in New York City that put Lena Dunham on the map and was the start of Mr. Blanks's title design career.

Its success became the stuff of indie cinema lore: Ms. Dunham made the movie on a shoestring budget and cast her friends and family in it, including Alex Karpovsky, Jemima Kirke and her mother, the artist Laurie Simmons. Before long, HBO picked up "Girls" and Ms. Dunham was anointed a voice of her generation.

Mr. Blanks grew reflective as he watched the end credits. Among the names that scrolled past, credited as extras or in the "thanks" section, were those of the filmmaker Josh Safdie, the writer Durga Chew-Bose, the illustrator Joana Avillez and the entrepreneur Audrey Gelman, who went on to found the women's co-working space the Wing.

"It was a moment in time," Mr. Blanks said. "I still remember after Lena finished the film, we put up street fliers to get the word out."

Mr. Blanks became friends with Ms. Dunham in his early 20s, just before moving to New York. Whereas she had grown up in a downtown milieu, he hailed from a less creative environment: He was raised in rural southern Virginia; his father worked for Philip Morris, and his mother became a legislative aide. When he studied graphic design at Virginia Commonwealth University, he befriended Isabel Halley, a fellow student and the daughter of the artist Peter Halley. She eventually inducted him into her fold of city kids that included Ms. Dunham.

"I was at Oberlin, and we'd make plans to talk on the phone about what to watch, turning each other onto movies like Whit Stillman's 'Metropolitan,'" Ms. Dunham recalled in a phone interview. "We were coming into our own as artists together, figuring out what interested us. I've now been working with Teddy as long as I've been making movies."

Ms. Dunham reminisced about the "Tiny Furniture" days.

"I was thinking recently about the time we all met," she said. "We were all holding booms for each other. We were all each other's P.A.s. There was a glee to it. Then the 2010s come around, and it becomes a snarkier, less cozy place."

"Nothing can stay that way forever, young and pure," she added, "but my creative relationship with Teddy has."

On a recent afternoon, seeking inspiration for a new project, Mr. Blanks visited the Cooper Union's Herb Lubalin Study Center of Design and Typography. Named after the legendary graphic designer, the subterranean library contains vast archives of design work. Mr. Blanks was starting on a horror flick directed by Zach Cregger and he needed ideas.

Sifting through drawers, he admiringly considered designs by Milton Glaser and Paul Rand. He studied newspaper layouts by Louis Silverstein, the influential art director of The New York Times. (Mr. Blanks married Molly Young, a book critic for The Times, in 2017.) But he was most engrossed by the typefaces of Mr. Lubalin.

"His most famous typeface is probably Avant Garde, and I actually ripped it off for Barbie's end credits" Mr. Blanks said. "Because it was used on Barbie packaging in the 1980s."

Something else caught his eye in the stacks: an obscure variant of a logo Mr. Lubalin designed for Mother & Child magazine in the 1960s. The logo's ampersand cradled the word "Child" as if it were pregnant with a baby.

"It's genius," Mr. Blanks said. "He's using type as a metaphor. He's distilling an idea into a word. That's what it's about: You have to think about how the letters can represent something."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/23/style/teddy-blanks-typeface-design-wicked-barbie-nosferatu.html
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Critic's Notebook


Jeans in the White House? President Carter Made It So.

He projected authenticity not just through his actions, but also with his uniform.

Soon after his election, Jimmy Carter took a working vacation in Georgia in his signature jeans. "Jeans are an authentic part of Carter's character," The New York Times reported in 1976. UPI/Bettmann Archive, via Getty Images



By Jacob Gallagher



Dec 30, 2024 at 04:30 PM

In the 1970s, jeans weren't considered presidential. Former President Gerald R. Ford, a square-jawed Republican, wore stocky suits, and while it's possible that Lyndon Johnson or John F. Kennedy wore denim in the Oval Office, there is no record of them in Levi's as they held the nation's highest office.

Then came President Jimmy Carter.

"Jeans are an authentic part of Carter's character," The New York Times wrote of Mr. Carter's clothes in 1976, just as he was about to be elected president, completing the unlikely journey from his roots as a Georgia peanut farmer. Jeans never stopped being part of Mr. Carter's character. Up to the end of his life, work shirts and bluejeans were staples of Mr. Carter's uniform, especially as he spent some of his post-presidency building homes with Habitat for Humanity.

Mr. Carter, the 39th president of the United States who died on Sunday, would prove to be an Oval Office trendsetter. Nearly all the presidents who followed him were captured wearing jeans while in office. Ronald Reagan, who walloped Mr. Carter at the polls, sealing the peanut farmer's fate as a one-term president, was a double-denim fashion plate. Later, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama all wore washed denim in office (although Mr. Obama was plagued by accusations that his looked more akin to "dad jeans").

Mr. Carter could be credited with shepherding jeans to the political stage as a uniform -- or, possibly, a costume -- of all-American, hardworking humility. There is a direct throughline from Mr. Carter's bluejeaned modesty to politicians like Marco Rubio and Pete Buttigieg stumping in jeans as a signal that they're different than those cloistered suits in Washington.

President Anwar el-Sadat of Egypt with President Carter at Camp David in 1978. Karl Schumacher/The White House, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images

President Carter preparing to head down the Salmon River in Idaho in 1978. Associated Press


But unlike many of the politicians that followed, Mr. Carter was genuine in his down-home image. A child of the Bible Belt, he was raised in a house without running water or electricity. One of Mr. Carter's early chores was milking cows, an activity calling for something as durable as denim.

A farmer well before he became a politician, Mr. Carter availed himself of every opportunity to demystify the American presidency. He banned the tradition of playing "Hail to the Chief" as he walked into rooms, carried his own bags onto Air Force One and walked hand in hand with his wife through the streets during his inaugural parade.

In settings regal and rural alike, Mr. Carter's jeans bespoke hard work and grit. While in jeans, he played baseball, assessed his peanut farm and lugged watermelons -- activities captured by the watchful eye of the press corps. He mingled denim with diplomacy, wearing jeans to dialogue with President Anwar el-Sadat of Egypt on what would become the landmark Camp David peace accords. To his constituents, jeans were an indigo emblem that Mr. Carter was, above all, a son of Plains, Ga.

Images of the former president suggest that he was a Levi's man, and according to the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum, the president had a favored Levi's jean jacket. An assistant to Mr. Carter confirmed to the library that the jean jacket was still in the president's closet as of 2019. When the library had reached out to Mr. Carter to see if he would be interested in donating it, "he declined as he was still using it."

Mr. Carter was also photographed in Wrangler jeans, according to an email from the library, though it said it does not currently have a pair in its collection.

In the '70s, jean companies like Levi's and Wrangler were producing their denim in the United States. It would be a couple decades before most American clothing companies would offshore their production. The Washington Post reported in 1977 that Mr. Carter's jeans were a size 33 inch waist and 31 inch length.

Mr. Carter's jeans also nodded to his curious countercultural chumminess. His White House was a revolving door of musicians including Willie Nelson, Gregg Allman and Johnny Cash. He might not have been the first president to befriend rock stars, but he may have been the first one to, at least occasionally, dress like them. If the jeans telegraphed to blue-collar Americans that Mr. Carter was one of them, they also could've helped the middle-aged farmer appear somewhat hip to voters half his age.

As the 1976 Times article stated, "Not lost on his political advisers is the fact that jeans register contradictory impressions with the young people around Harvard Square and the farmers in Iowa."

After his presidency, Mr. Carter's work shirts and jeans remained staple items in his wardrobe, particularly while helping to build houses for Habitat for Humanity. Ed Reinke/Associated Press


Mr. Carter on the Jay Leno show in 1995. NBCUniversal, via Getty Images


Mr. Carter's jeans were controversial enough that Barbara Walters was compelled to press him about them in an interview. "That's my normal attire," Mr. Carter answered. Then still president-elect, Mr. Carter assured the public that he would "not embarrass the nation by having a formal conference with the French ambassador and my wearing bluejeans and his wearing a morning coat."

That's not to say he left his folksiness on the peanut farm. In the first blush of his administration, Mr. Carter would sit by a fire, addressing the nation in a sweater and tie, as if styled by Fred Rogers.

In an exit interview cataloged in Mr. Carter's presidential library, Jeanne Flick, a correspondence clerk who served in his administration, reflected on his style: "He's so comfortable looking all the time."
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The Music Is Too Loud. That's the Point.

Vinyl-focused listening bars inspired by ones in Japan are opening across New York, attracting audiophiles and city dwellers looking for a respite from the cacophony outside their doors.

Patrons sit in front of the speakers at All Blues, a listening bar in TriBeCa, where the crowd is asked to stay silent.  Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Brian Josephs



Dec 30, 2024 at 06:00 PM

On one Friday evening, the conversation in the back room of All Blues in TriBeCa, where about two dozen people sat in leather chairs, was overtaken by the music streaming from three large, mid-20th-century speakers.

Behind a D.J. booth, Yuji Fukushima, 62, the owner of the bar, spun a set that included 1980s funk and late-career Dizzy Gillespie, which played from a pair of German-made turntables. Around the room were rare McIntosh amplifiers, a tape recorder from a Swiss audio company and the three speakers -- JBL products that altogether cost tens of thousands of dollars.

The bar's patrons were enjoying what Mr. Fukushima called a "music massage," inspired by some of his favorite hangouts in Japan, where he grew up.

The lounges, better known as listening bars or listening rooms, are places that are typically centered on a high-quality sound system that plays vinyl records. These bars stem from Japanese cafes, known as jazz kissas, which have a similar focus. In the past year, listening rooms in New York, as well as in other cities, have opened with increasing frequency. Nightlife proprietors point to the sustained popularity of vinyl and a lingering hesitance toward large gatherings after the pandemic. (Tokyo Listening Room and Another Country are others that have opened in Manhattan within the past year.)

All Blues, which opened October 2023, sticks to the quieter, more contemplative atmosphere that characterizes the traditional jazz kissa.

"I see the music bars open here and there, but those are different from what I know from Japan," said Mr. Fukushima, who also owns the boutique clothing store Blue in Green in SoHo.

D.J. Spinna, who has been playing a biweekly set since All Blues opened, likened stepping into Mr. Fukushima's bar to walking into another realm.

"Everyone who walks in that place is just mesmerized; it's like walking into another world," said D.J. Spinna, who has been playing a biweekly set since All Blues opened.

Patrons at All Blues listen to the music. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

The sound at All Blues is encompassing and patrons are asked not to speak. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


In the Crown Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn, a popular cocktail bar, St. Ends, reopened in February as Kissa Kissa. It swapped a setup that included iPad playlists on Sonos speakers for a roughly $40,000 sound system that spun jazz vinyl from the 1950s to the mid-70s -- though it's less strict about chatter than All Blues.

Over in Queens, Record Room has the energy of a bustling speakeasy. After walking past the entrance's cafe and shelves of vinyl records, the atmosphere is more like a dance party. The crowd joins together in full-volume singalongs and line dances to modern R&B hits.

To Nia Bolling, a copywriter in Brooklyn who frequents Record Room and other listening bars, the vibe may have been great, but the sound system was the main appeal.

"There's some places where you go to where you mostly care about dancing, or you mostly care about socializing," Ms. Bolling, 31, said. "But with listening rooms, you mostly care about the music and how it sounds. It's stimulating, but it's mostly stimulating from, like, an audio perspective."

Another bar drawing an audiophile crowd is Eavesdrop, in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, which strikes a balance between contemplative and festive: The songs playing through its bright yellow speakers are at their most crystalline when a visitor stands a few feet in front of them, in a living-room-size space nestled between the confabs of its bar area and the backyard.

"There's a lot of experiences out there," said Karl Brisseaux, a D.J. based in New Jersey who regularly visits listening bars. "You can have, you know, a vinyl bar or listening bar that's more of a party atmosphere, or more of a kind of laid-back atmosphere -- one that's more focused on just sitting and listening."

Record Room in the Long Island City neighborhood of Queens.  Ali Cherkis for The New York Times


Eavesdrop, a listening bar in the Greenpoint neighborhood of Brooklyn. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times

At Eavesdrop the energy is completive and festive. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


The jazz kissas of Japan peaked in popularity in the 1950s and '60s, when they gave young audiophiles a place to listen to prohibitively expensive jazz records, and declined as CDs became available and buying music grew cheaper. Recently though, jazz kissas are experiencing a revival in Japan, alongside a sustained rise in vinyl sales, according to Lasse Lehtonen, an adjunct professor of Asian studies and musicology at the University of Helsinki.

"There are not so many spaces in our contemporary world where you're actually going to enter a very specific space where you kind of focus on doing something, such as listening to music and really appreciating that music," Mr. Lehtonen said.

Yuji Fukushima, the owner of All Blues. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Danny Keith Taylor, an audio designer who has worked with hospitality spaces including Eavesdrop, said the trend reflected an expanding interest in sound design. Whereas before the pandemic, hospitality spaces tended to hide their audio equipment from the view of patrons, owners are now more willing to display it as a focal point.

Mr. Taylor, 41, said he saw listening bars as "the tip of the spear, of a broader movement of people paying more attention to audio."

The intimate focus of these bars can be a contrast with the daily cacophony outside their doors.

Their popularity, Mr. Lehtonen said, is "probably also symptomatic of our own contemporary world that an interest in these kinds of spaces has risen and re-emerged."
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The 212


The New York Bookstore That Lets You Visit France for an Afternoon

Albertine, in a Fifth Avenue mansion, is a portal to both Gilded Age New York and the Francophone world.

The second floor of Albertine, in New York, which serves as both a bookstore and a reading room, and is housed in the headquarters of the French Embassy's cultural services in the U.S. Laura Bregman



By Reggie Nadelson



Dec 23, 2024 at 02:37 PM

The 212 column revisits New York institutions that have helped define the city, from time-honored restaurants to unsung dives.



In the children's section of Albertine, copies of "Le Petit Prince," stories of Tintin and Babar and other much-loved French classics are for sale beneath a sapphire-colored ceiling gilded with hand-painted constellations. What's arguably New York's most enchanting bookstore opened a decade ago inside the palatial Payne Whitney House, an early 1900s landmark built by the architect Stanford White on the southeast corner of East 79th Street and Fifth Avenue that's served as the headquarters of the French Embassy's cultural and educational activities in the United States for the past 72 years.

"Creating the bookstore saved our presence," says Mohamed Bouabdallah, cultural counselor of France in the U.S. and director of Villa Albertine. At some point in the aughts, explains Bouabdallah, the French government considered selling the building, but then in 2009, when the French bookshop in Rockefeller Center closed, "there was room for a new one." A few years later, a group of old offices at the Payne Whitney House were repurposed as Albertine.

A bronze sculpture of Le Petit Prince, the namesake main character of Antoine de Saint Exupery's 1943 book, installed outside the building housing Albertine. Laura Bregman

Early editions of books by the French writer Colette on display at Albertine alongside a 1910 postcard from Naples written by Colette to Rene Maizeroy, who was known for his erotic novels. Laura Bregman


It was one of Bouabdallah's predecessors, Claude Levi-Strauss, the anthropologist, who, at the behest of French president Charles de Gaulle, bought the Fifth Avenue mansion for the French Embassy in 1952. Along with the house came a life-size statue of a boy that had belonged to the home's first inhabitants. It wasn't until the 1990s that art authenticators attributed the sculpture to Michaelangelo; in 2009, the French embassy lent it to the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Albertine opened in 2014 inside the historic Payne Whitney House. Now also known as Villa Albertine, the mansion was designed by the architect Stanford White in the early 1900s. Laura Bregman


To reach Albertine from the front entrance, you pass the statue's replica in a little marble rotunda; its pillars hold up a dome-shaped ceiling decorated with ivy trellises and cherubs. On the wall to your left is a 1972 Beauvais tapestry, from a 1946 design by Henri Matisse. To the right is the house's original reception area, called the Venetian Room, so filled with brocaded furniture, porcelain flowers and gilded glass that it's like a mirrored box of rich French pastries.

In the rotunda at Villa Albertine, a replica of a statue attributed to Michelangelo. The original sculpture, now on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, was acquired by White for the original owners of the house. Laura Bregman


Just beyond is Albertine, spread across two floors and conceived by Jacques Garcia, the French designer behind opulent hotels like La Mamounia in Marrakech and Hotel Costes in Paris. The bookshop exhibits some of his signature moody touches, like tiny sconces and oversize pendant lamps, both with pleated silk shades, and small benches and poufs covered in deep green velvet. Mahogany tables of varying shapes and sizes and pistachio-painted shelves display roughly 14,000 works of fiction and nonfiction, in English and French. Among them are rare first editions, including Colette's libretto for the composer Maurice Ravel's "L'enfant et les sortileges" (1925), set behind glass. The works in translation are from metropolitan France and from other Francophone countries, including Mauritius, the Ivory Coast, Haiti and Rwanda. "Without the cross-pollination of languages that translation provides literature would suffer," says Frank Wynne, a literary translator based in Dublin who visits Albertine whenever he's in New York. "Without 'Middlemarch,' there would be no Proust."

The Venetian Room, the original reception salon at the Payne Whitney House. Most of the furnishings date to the 18th century. Laura Bregman

The New York-based French company Atelier Premiere hand-painted the mural on the ceiling of the second floor at Albertine. It was modeled after the ceiling mural in the music room at the Villa Stuck in Munich. Laura Bregman


Most of the Harry Potter titles, in French, are prominently displayed. They sell extremely well according to Sandrine Butteau, Albertine's outgoing director. "People like to buy books in French that they have at home in English, so they can check [how well they're] understanding," she says. Albertine's book club, which meets in the store once a month (membership costs $75 a year), tends to feature a title that's also available in English for members who aren't quite fluent but are keen to improve their French. In September, it was Honore de Balzac's "The Lily in the Valley" (1836), and earlier this month, the group read "Canoes," a 2021 novel by Maylis de Kerangal.

Albertine stocks roughly 14,000 books, including English titles translated into French and French titles, from throughout the Francophone world, translated into English. Laura Bregman


The shop is named for Albertine Simonet, a love interest of Marcel, the narrator of Proust's "In Search of Lost Time" (1913). "We wanted the focus on a literary character," says Butteau. "For people who don't know Proust's Albertine, it's very beautiful, and it sounds very French. Of course, for the people who know Proust, it's even better." The bookstore's name is incorporated into that of the French Embassy's U.S. cultural services -- more broadly known as Villa Albertine -- which includes residencies for artists and writers across the country. The building itself is also known as Villa Albertine, and frequently hosts discussions on literature, economics and art that are open to the public and often held in the second-floor ballroom overlooking Central Park. Once there was an all-night philosophy jam.

The writer Helen Hay Whitney, pictured circa the turn of the 20th century.  Heritage Art/Heritage Images, via Getty Images


Smaller gatherings occasionally take place in what's called the Atelier, a 700-square-foot-space on the fifth floor where, under the building's vaulted roof, Helen Hay Whitney, one of the original inhabitants, worked on her poetry and children's books in the early 1900s. The aerie was reimagined last year by the French Mexican designer Hugo Toro, who, inspired by one of Hay Whitney's poems, "The Brook," created a contemporary salon, with low-slung gold sofas, a green-patterned rug and interlocking oak tables meant to mimic lily pads. The Atelier reflects the embassy's new initiative to spotlight French contemporary design.

Commissioned by Colonel Oliver Hazard Payne, a onetime treasurer of the Standard Oil Company, as a wedding gift for his nephew Payne Whitney and new bride, Helen, the house originally had about 40 rooms, likely a dozen or more servants and two or three dumbwaiters. It was one of White's final projects, before the architect was killed in 1906, and was finished posthumously. "It seems so right that Albertine, this singular tribute to literature named for the heroine of Proust's early 20th-century masterpiece should be in a dazzling Gilded Age house in New York," says Wynne.

The Payne Whitney House (far right) in a 1911 photo of Fifth Avenue and 79th Street. Burton F. Welles/NYPL Digital Collections


A French presence has long been palpable in New York. Rich denizens of that Gilded Age enjoyed dining on rarefied French cuisine, while the women bought their clothes in Paris (as May Archer, nee Welland, did on her honeymoon in "The Age of Innocence," Edith Wharton's 1920 masterpiece set in that period). French writers and artists have always been drawn to the city, including, among countless others, Jean Anthelme Brillat-Savarin, the great 19th century food writer ("Tell me what you eat, and I shall tell you who you are") and the revolutionary artist, Marcel Duchamp, who in 1917 joined other artists in taking over the Washington Arch (also designed by White) and in declaring Greenwich Village a "Free and Independent Republic." In more recent times, the French literary star Edouard Louis, the author of "The End of Eddy" (2014), has made the city home. My own neighborhood, in Lower Manhattan, is replete with French bakeries, bistros and designer boutiques. But it's at Villa Albertine, where centuries of French culture are wonderfully preserved, where the staff speak mostly French, that you feel truly transported -- to a little piece of France hidden beside Central Park.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/23/t-magazine/albertine-french-bookstore-new-york-212.html
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Choosing a Watch for a Young Man Isn't Easy

These parents decided a watch would be a good 18th birthday gift. Then their search began.

In London's West End, prestige watch brands such as Rolex, Patek Philippe and Omega can be found at the Watches of Switzerland store on Regent Street. John Keeble/Getty Images



By Rachel Garrahan
Reporting from London


Dec 10, 2024 at 10:00 AM

This fall our elder son turned 18, a milestone for him and for us. It felt as though it was only a week ago that we brought our baby home and suddenly he is a man, old enough in Britain to buy us a beer and to vote.

We decided to mark the occasion with his first mechanical watch. My husband received a TAG Heuer from his parents on his 18th that he still owns today. And even in this digital age, we decided it was a worthy wear-for-the-rest-of-your-life gift.

Our budget was 1,000 pounds ($1,255) and there are tens of brands producing a dizzying array of models in that price range. So I opened my contact book of watch editors and specialists for their advice.

"It's wonderful to buy a child a first good watch for a milestone moment," said Paul Boutros, the head of watches, Americas at the Phillips auction house. "A good, honest watch will give them a lifetime of service and hopefully open the door to a lifelong watch journey."

The question was which one? Tatiana Kwok, the head of watch buying for the United States at the retailer Watches of Switzerland, recommended thinking carefully about his personal style and finding something versatile. "The first watch is the one people remember the most," she said. No pressure then.

We narrowed our search to an automatic self-winding movement so this horological newbie would not be put off by the need for daily winding. Naturally it had to be excellent quality and robust enough to withstand his active lifestyle. A level of waterproof resistance also would be wise for someone who, at age 12, had dived into a swimming pool with a cellphone in his pocket. And, finally, we wanted a timeless design that would age with him.

A couple of my fellow Times watch writers had some ideas. Ming Liu suggested we look at Seiko. "It's very trendy right now and offers amazing value and quality," she said.

Mr. Boutros agreed. "You can buy Seiko dive watches for as low as $300. They are great mechanical, robust watches, They are strong, water-resistant and priced well."

The PRX, Tissot's popular '70s-inspired sports watch, was one of the watches recommended for a young man.  Artur Widak/NurPhoto, via Associated Press


If we specifically wanted a Swiss-made watch, they both suggested the PRX, Tissot's popular '70s-inspired sports watch, which starts at PS610 for an automatic model. Ms. Liu also recommended we look at the Hamilton Khaki Field. "It's a best seller, sporty and popular as a graduation gift," she said.

Microbrands, the fast-growing group of small, independent watch businesses that offer a fresh take on horological design and comparably low prices, were Robin Swithinbank's recommendation. "Nivada, Baltic and Aera are a great place to start, and if he loves cars, try Autodromo," he said.

He also suggested Studio Underd0g as "what the cool kids are after." We loved many of its designs, including food-themed models such as the Watermel0n and the Mint Ch0c Chip. But while its hotness would make its watches appealing to a street cred-conscious teen such as ours, it also would make them very much a personal choice and not something us Gen Xers felt we could impose on Gen Z.

I love vintage watches so I particularly wanted Mr. Boutros's advice on the secondary market. Given our price point, he recommended steering clear: "You can go pre-owned, but it can be hard work to find one in great condition with the original guarantee, plus the servicing can be equal to or more expensive than the cost of the watch in the first place. That's a lot of headache for a new watch owner."

With that settled, the only thing left was to try some on the wrist. The problem was finding ones to try.

In the West End, London's central shopping district, we found plenty of high-end watch brand boutiques, but few offered watches within our budget. (Perhaps that should not have been surprising as a Statista report said the area's annual retail rents are the highest in Britain, ranging from PS450 a square foot on Oxford Street to PS2,000 on Bond Street.)

At the glossy multifloor, multibrand Watches of Switzerland store on Regent Street, the focus was on prestige brands such as Rolex, Patek Philippe and Omega, although it did have the Tissot PRX model and a selection of Doxa's dive watches.

We liked both but decided the Tissot was a little too executive-looking for a young man who still spends most of his days in sweatshirt and jeans, and the appeal of the neon-strapped Doxa might pall. Plus, it was just over budget, starting at PS1,050.

The John Lewis department store on Oxford Street offered more choices at our price point and we quickly focused on an assortment of Seiko and Hamilton models. At this point I realized I had been assuming we would buy a watch with a metal bracelet, but we both were drawn to the Khaki Field versions with NATO nylon-web or leather straps.

While Hamilton now is owned by Swatch Group and based in Switzerland, it was founded in the United States in 1892. During World Wars I and II, it provided American soldiers with what were called field watches: simple, easy-to-read timepieces fit for the battlefield.

Its Khaki Field line was born out of this military heritage and starts at PS375 ($395 in the United States) for the Khaki Field Quartz, its first quartz addition. My husband and I liked the range's classic, understated design, which felt robust but not clunky, and its neutral color palette that is predominantly black, white and khaki.

The Hamilton Murph grew in popularity after it played a key role in the film "Interstellar." The movie production version of the watch, which was worn by the actress Jessica Chastain in the film, was rigged with a contraption that caused the hands to move backward. Daniel Auf der Mauer for The New York Times


In particular we liked the Murph, the brand's slightly dressier, vintage-inspired iteration with Hamilton's H-10 automatic movement, which starts at PS845 ($895 in the United States). It was only when we got home and did some research that we realized the Murph had played a key role in Christopher Nolan's 2014 sci-fi film "Interstellar," which happens to be our son's favorite movie.

Set in a dystopian future with Earth running out of resources, a former NASA pilot (Matthew McConaughey) gives the watch to his young daughter Murph (played as an adult by Jessica Chastain). Later, the watch receives the Morse Code message from him that saves humanity from destruction.

"Christopher Nolan and his team came to us and requested we create a very specific watch for the film," Vivian Stauffer, Hamilton's chief executive, wrote in a recent email. It proved to be a product placement most brands can only dream about and in 2019 Hamilton, responding to demand from the film's fans, put the model into production.

The Murph's balance of sentiment and rugged good looks settled it. We chose the movie's combination of a black dial and leather strap, but the 38-millimeter version rather than the film's 42-millimeter one. I am relieved to say our son has barely taken it off since.

It was particularly useful when his cellphone broke recently and he spent a week living what he described as "the Stone Age experience" of relying on his watch for the time. Good to know that analog parents can still do right in a digital world.
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Styles Chat


Bob Dylan as the Original Hipster

The costumes of "A Complete Unknown" are a joy.

"A Complete Unknown" is a reminder that Bob Dylan holds his own against the Great Rock Wardrobe Gods. Searchlight Pictures



By The Styles Desk



Dec 28, 2024 at 08:00 AM

"A Complete Unknown," James Mangold's Bob Dylan biopic (in theaters now), is many things: a star-making vehicle for Timothee Chalamet, a spin through a sliver of Mr. Dylan's extended discography and, maybe most of all, a reminder that the singer born Robert Zimmerman is one of the music world's unquestionable style icons.

In an edited conversation, members of the Styles staff -- Vanessa Friedman, Stella Bugbee and Jacob Gallagher -- used the release of "A Complete Unknown" as an excuse to debate their favorite Dylan looks, what was going on with all that hair and whether the Nobel Prize-winning songwriter was the original hipster.



VANESSA FRIEDMAN We tend to talk about Bowie and Jagger (and even Harry Styles) as the Great Rock Wardrobe Gods, but Dylan holds his own. He did workwear before Springsteen, Ray-Bans before Jack Nicholson and maybe even popularized boot-cut jeans?

STELLA BUGBEE I associate his style so much with his hair. There's that wonderful Milton Glaser poster of him from 1967, which rendered his profile as a bunch of swirling, colorful shapes. If you can be turned into a kind of logo, you have achieved icon status.

JACOB GALLAGHER Looking at photos of Dylan after seeing the movie, I was taken by how many different styles he went through and how swiftly he cycled through them. When he arrived in Manhattan as a Woody Guthrie-loving teenager, he wore baggy, near-dad jeans, but within just a couple of years he swung toward skinnies. The guy was kind of trend forecasting his way through Lower Manhattan.

"A Complete Unknown" is testament to how many styles Dylan went through ... Searchlight Pictures

... and how swiftly he cycled through them. Searchlight Pictures


FRIEDMAN I thought it was telling that in the first New York Times review he ever got, for a performance at a West Village coffee shop (which is quoted in the movie), he was described as "a cross between a choirboy and a beatnik" with a "Huck Finn black corduroy cap." The music and the image were already enmeshed.

GALLAGHER We have to note that for some of these fashion maneuvers Dylan was popularizing what Black musicians had done before him. Lightnin' Hopkins was doing the dark sunglasses look years before Dylan. The flat cap that baby-faced Dylan wore on the cover of his first album looks an awful lot like one that Blind Willie McTell wore in the 1920s and '30s. (Dylan, of course, would later write an ode to McTell.)

And I don't think we can talk about any white musician's style fluctuations -- again from Mick Jagger to Harry Styles to yes, Bob Dylan -- without crediting Little Richard as the guy who made fashion theatrics not just acceptable but expected.

BUGBEE Yes, absolutely. And I thought about the way he seems to have taken all of those influences and spun them into a kind of cool New York Rocker look that was less fussy than the Mods in London. He sort of merged the "I didn't try too hard" aesthetic of folk with the skinny British tailoring and the glam of Little Richard to make an American Style archetype. Simple, but cool. The kind of look Hedi Slimane bases a lot of his "basics" around.

James Mangold, the director of "A Complete Unknown," on set with Timothee Chalamet. Searchlight Pictures


GALLAGHER I thought that too, Stella. The way he looks on the cover of "Highway 61 Revisited" -- the black and pink shirt, the Triumph Motorcycles tee, his mullet-like hair -- that's the very picture of "cool" that designers still chase. And that too many people spend too much money at vintage stores trying (and failing) to recreate. The flopsy halo of curls, the black sunglasses, the skinny black jeans. Maybe it's going too far to say this, but he kind of invented indie sleaze with that look.

FRIEDMAN Speaking of Hedi Slimane, remember that Bob Dylan appeared in one of his Celine ads in 2023 in a black leather jacket and shades? I find it fascinating that despite his seeming rejection of fame and disinterest in the celebrity system, Dylan never rejected fashion, which is often considered its most superficial, commercial expression. In a way, his hypersensitivity to style is another example of him subverting expectations.

GALLAGHER Right. I love that as his music career progressed, he kept experimenting with clothes. There wasn't ever a single Dylan uniform. Sadly for me, the film cuts off well before my favorite chapter of Dylan style: mid-1970s vagabond clown. I still covet the blanket coat he wore on the cover of "Desire."

BUGBEE He had a strong contrarian streak. Which is what makes Timothee Chalamet an interesting person to play him because Chalamet takes similar risks in roles and in his personal styling. See his homage to blond Dylan that caused a stir at the premiere of the movie.

GALLAGHER That was great. And was a reminder of how weird Dylan got at times!



Vanessa Friedman Jacob Gallagher Stella Bugbee contributed to this story.
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