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California Wildfires Threaten Insurers Already Teetering From Climate Shocks

Companies started pulling back from the state as earlier fires made it harder to turn a profit. Experts warn the exodus could grow.

Residents of Altadena, in the Verdugo Mountains region of Los Angeles County, tried to fight a fire on Wednesday. Kyle Grillot for The New York Times



By Christopher Flavelle
Christopher Flavelle has covered the effects of wildfires on California's insurance market for almost a decade.


Jan 08, 2025 at 08:51 PM

It's too soon to know the financial cost of the wildfires burning around Los Angeles. But the toll on California's troubled insurance market could be enormous.

The fires struck just as California officials have been working to stop insurance companies from fleeing their state. That exodus, driven by rising losses from wildfires that have grown larger and more frequent, could accelerate because of this week's fires, experts said.

"The California insurance market has been balanced on a knife edge," said Nancy Watkins, an insurance expert and principal actuary at Milliman, a consulting firm. As homeowners begin filing claims, insurers that cover large numbers of dwellings in Southern California could see a drain on their financial reserves, forcing them to drop customers, be punished by investors or exit the state.

If insurers keep leaving California, it would drive up insurance rates that are already elevated and make coverage harder to find, said Sridhar Manyem, senior director for industry research and analytics at AM Best, a company that rates the financial strength of insurers.

The Los Angeles fires pose another threat to California's insurance industry, beyond the money those companies will have to pay directly to their customers.


In the areas hit by this week's fires, many homes are insured through a state-backed system called the California FAIR Plan, designed to be a last resort for homeowners who cannot find insurance coverage on the private market. The plans are more expensive and provide less coverage than commercial versions.

The number of homes in the ZIP code affected by the Palisades fire that are enrolled in the FAIR Plan almost doubled between 2023 and 2024, said Tim Zawacki, an insurance sector strategist at S&P Global Market Intelligence.

If the FAIR Plan doesn't have enough money to pay all the claims it faces, it collects funds from insurance companies operating in California. That would further strain the financial health of those insurers, adding to the pressure to pull back from the market.

The potential consequences are huge. Without insurance, banks won't issue a mortgage; without a mortgage, most people can't buy a home. Fewer buyers mean falling home prices, threatening the tax base of fire-prone communities. It's a scenario that could come to define California, as rising temperatures and drier conditions caused by climate change intensify the risk of wildfires.

California's insurance crisis has been building over the last several years as insurers have struggled to increase premiums fast enough to pay for growing claims from homeowners. Fires in 2017 and 2018 wiped out a full quarter-century of profits for insurers, leading many carriers to reduce the number of homeowners they covered. In response, California officials temporarily blocked insurers from dropping homeowners in areas hit by wildfires.

The change does not appear to have worked. Since 2020, the share of home insurance contracts getting dropped in California has grown every year, according to data issued last month by congressional investigators. Many California counties now have among the highest rates of so-called nonrenewals in the country.

On Dec. 30, Ricardo Lara, California's insurance commissioner, tried a new approach, agreeing to let insurers set premiums that reflect how much money they expect to lose from wildfires, based on projections derived from computer models. In exchange, insurers are supposed to cover more homes in high-risk areas.

In an interview, Mr. Lara said he wanted to explore further changes that would make insurers want to do business in California, including potentially paying homeowners to reduce their fire risk through steps like replacing their roofs.

"I'm always worried about how the markets are going to react to these massive fires and massive losses," Mr. Lara said. Still, he said, "we are still the largest market in the country, and fourth globally. And our sheer market size, irrespective of these devastating fires, still makes it an attractive place to do business."

It's not yet clear whether those changes will stem the exit of insurers from California, especially in light of the current fires, according to the American Property Casualty Insurance Association, which represents insurance companies.

"We need to see how the reforms are actually implemented," said Denneile Ritter, a vice president with the association. "We're optimistic, but it's too early to tell." She said the current focus of insurers was "helping people who are suffering the worst possible losses right now."

The insurers that cover the most homes in California are State Farm and Farmers, according to data from AM Best.

Asked how the fires would affect the company's business in California, a State Farm spokesman, Steve Baldwin, said by email, "Our number one priority right now is the safety of our customers, agents and employees impacted by the fires and assisting our customers in the midst of this tragedy."

Luis Sahagun, a spokesman for Farmers, said the company was "currently focused on assisting customers who are impacted by the devastating fires."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/climate/california-homeowners-insurance-fires.html
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News Analysis


'Here We Go Again': Trump's Territorial Ambitions Rattle a Weary World

A distant era of global politics, when nations scrambled to grab territory, suddenly seems less distant.

President-elect Donald J. Trump during a news conference at his Mar-a-Lago club in Palm Beach, Fla., on Tuesday. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Damien Cave
Damien Cave covers global affairs after two decades reporting from dozens of countries.


Jan 08, 2025 at 06:18 PM

When Donald J. Trump won a return to the White House, many countries thought they knew what to expect and how to prepare for what was coming.

Diplomats in world capitals said they would zero in on what his administration does, rather than what Mr. Trump says. Bigger nations developed plans to soften or counter his threat of punitive tariffs. Smaller countries hoped they could simply hide from four more years of gale-force America First.

But it's getting harder for the world to keep calm and carry on.

At Tuesday's news conference at Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump declined to rule out the use of force in a potential land grab for Greenland and the Panama Canal. He vowed to rename the Gulf of Mexico the "Gulf of America." He also said he could use "economic force" to turn Canada into the 51st state as a matter of American national security.

For those eager to parse substance from bluster, it looked like another performance of scattershot bravado: Trump II, the sequel, more unrestrained. Even before taking office, Mr. Trump, with his surprising wish list, has stirred up "here we go again" commentary from across the globe.

Beyond the chatter, however, are serious stakes. As the world prepares for Trump's return, the parallels between his preoccupations and the distant age of American imperialism in the late 19th century are becoming more relevant.

Mr. Trump has already championed the era for its protectionism, claiming that the United States in the 1890s "was probably the wealthiest it ever was because it was a system of tariffs." Now, he seems to be adding the focus from the 19th and early 20th centuries  on territorial control.

What both epochs share is a fear of shaky geopolitics, and the threat of being locked out of territory with great economic and military importance. As Daniel Immerwahr, an American historian at Northwestern University, put it: "We are seeing a reversion to a more grabby world."

Mr. Trump has spoken repeatedly of his desire to take over Greenland. Carsten Snejbjerg for The New York Times


For Mr. Trump, China looms -- ready, in his view, to take territory far from its own borders. He has falsely accused Beijing of controlling the American-built Panama Canal. There is also the specter, more grounded in reality, of China and its ally Russia moving to secure control over Arctic Sea routes and precious minerals.

At the same time, competition is increasing all around, as some nations (India, Saudi Arabia) rise and others (Venezuela, Syria) spiral and struggle, creating openings for outside influence.

In the 1880s and '90s, there was also a scramble for control and no single dominant nation. As countries became more powerful, they were expected to physically grow, and rivalries were redrawing maps and causing conflicts from Asia to the Caribbean.

The United States mirrored Europe's colonial designs when it annexed Guam and Puerto Rico in 1898. But in larger countries, like the Philippines, the U.S. eventually chose indirect control by negotiating deals to advance preferential treatment for American businesses and its military interests.

Some believe that Mr. Trump's fixation on Greenland, the Panama Canal and even Canada is a one-man revival of the debate over expansionist pursuits.

"This is part of a pattern of the U.S. exerting control, or trying to, over areas of the globe perceived to be American interests, without having to summon up the dreaded words 'empire,' 'colonies' or 'imperialism,' while still extracting material benefits," said Ian Tyrrell, a historian of American empire at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia.

Mr. Trump's threats of territorial takeover may be simply a transactional starting point or some kind of personal wish. The United States already has a deal with Denmark that allows for base operations in Greenland.

His suggestion of Americanization there and elsewhere amounts to what many foreign diplomats and scholars see as an escalation more than a break with the past. For years, the United States has been trying to curtail Chinese ambitions with a familiar playbook.

Mr. Trump has falsely claimed that China controls the Panama Canal. Federico Rios for The New York Times


The Philippines is again a focus, with new deals for bases the American military can use in any potential war with Beijing. So are the sea routes that matter most for trade both in Asia and around the Arctic as climate change melts the ice and makes navigation easier.

"What the U.S. always wanted was access to markets, lines of communication and capacity for forward projections of material power," Professor Tyrrell said.

But for some regions in particular, past as prologue inspires dread.

Panama and its neighbors tend to see Mr. Trump's comments as a blend of both the 1890s and the 1980s, when the Cold War led Washington to meddle in many Latin American countries under the guise of fighting Communism. The Monroe Doctrine, another 19th-century creation that saw the United States treat the Western Hemisphere as its exclusive sphere of influence, has re-emerged into relevance alongside tariffs and territorial deals.

Carlos Puig, a popular columnist in Mexico City, said Latin America was more worried about Mr. Trump's return than any other part of the world.

"This is Trump, with majorities in both houses, after four years complaining, a guy that only cares about himself and winning at all cost," Mr. Puig said. "Not easy for a guy like that not to show that he is trying to fulfill his promises, no matter how crazy they are. I am not so sure everything is just bullying and almost comic provocations."

But how much can Mr. Trump actually achieve or damage?

His news conference in Florida mixed vague threats ("It might be that you'll have to do something") with messianic promises ("I'm talking about protecting the free world").

It was more than enough to awaken other nations, drawing rapt attention and resistance even before he has taken office.

President Claudia Sheinbaum of Mexico said on Wednesday that the United States should be called "Mexican America" in response to Mr. Trump's proposal to rename the Gulf of Mexico the "Gulf of America." Alfredo Estrella/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The French foreign minister, Jean-Noel Barrot, on Wednesday warned against threatening the "sovereign borders" of the European Union -- referring to Denmark's territory of Greenland. He added that "we have entered an era that is seeing the return of the law of the strongest."

What may be harder to see from Mar-a-Lago but is much discussed in foreign capitals: Many countries are simply tired of the America Mr. Trump wants to make great again.

While the United States is still a dominant force, it has less leverage than in the 1980s or the 1890s, not just because of China's rise, but because of what many nations see as America's own drift into dysfunction and debt, coupled with the surge in development by other countries.

The international system the United States helped set up after World War II prioritized trade in hopes of deterring conquest -- and it worked well enough to build paths to prosperity that made American unilateralism less potent.

As Sarang Shidore, the director of the global south program at the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft in Washington, explained, many developing nations "are savvier, more assertive and capable even as the U.S. has become less predictable and stable."

In other words, today the world is unsettled. The postwar equilibrium is being shaken by wars in Europe and the Middle East; by the autocratic partnership of China, Russia and North Korea; by a weakened Iran that is seeking nuclear weapons; and by climate change and artificial intelligence.

The end of the 19th century was turbulent, too. The mistake Mr. Trump may be making now, according to historians, is thinking that the world can be calmed and simplified with additional U.S. real estate.

The protectionist, imperialist age Mr. Trump seemingly romanticizes blew up when Germany and Italy sought a greater share of the world. The result was two world wars.

"We saw how that went with 20th-century weaponry," said Mr. Immerwahr, the author of "How to Hide an Empire: A Short History of the Greater United States." "It's potentially far more dangerous in the 21st."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/world/asia/trump-greenland-panama.html
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A Legacy From Carter That Democrats Would Prefer to Escape

For decades, Republicans have reveled in invoking Jimmy Carter's name to deride Democrats as weak -- mockery that has influenced the way Democrats present themselves to voters.

President Jimmy Carter addressing reporters in April 1980 in the Oval Office during the Iran hostage crisis. Bettmann Archive, via Getty Images



By Adam Nagourney



Jan 08, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Since his death, Jimmy Carter has been lauded for brokering the Camp David Accords and for his post-White House mission to help the poor and battle disease. But glossed over amid all the tributes is the burdensome legacy that Mr. Carter left for his Democratic Party: a presidency long caricatured as a symbol of ineffectiveness and weakness.

This perception has shadowed the party for nearly 40 years. It was forged in the seizure of American hostages by Iranian militants in 1979 and the failed military attempt to free them, as well as the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet Union. And it lingered in memories of Mr. Carter wearing a cardigan as he asked Americans to conserve energy, or bemoaning what he called a "crisis of confidence" in an address to the nation that became a textbook example of political self-harm.

Over the decades, these events have provided endless fodder for attacks by Republicans, who reveled in invoking Mr. Carter's name to deride Democrats. And that mockery, in turn, influenced the way Democrats have presented themselves to voters. Without Mr. Carter's image of weakness on national security and defense, for example, it is hard to imagine the party's war-hero candidate for president in 2004 introducing himself with a salute at its nominating convention and saying, "I'm John Kerry and I'm reporting for duty."

In 2004, John Kerry introduced himself with a salute at the Democrats' nominating convention and said, "I'm John Kerry and I'm reporting for duty." Richard Perry/The New York Times


Mr. Carter's political legacy produced what many analysts argue was a kind of conditioned response: an overreaction among Democrats anxious to avoid comparisons to him on foreign policy issues. This was evident in the roster of prominent congressional Democrats, including Hillary Clinton, who voted for the 2002 resolution that authorized President George W. Bush to take the nation to war in Iraq, a vote many said they came to regret.

It could even be discerned in the taciturn response from President Biden after the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 descended into chaos, said Julian E. Zelizer, a professor of political history at Princeton.

"Democrats always feel defensive about these messy situations," Professor Zelizer said. He linked that reflex to the taking of the Iranian hostages and to the raid Mr. Carter ordered to save them, which ended in a helicopter crash that killed eight Americans.

"They don't act with command in talking about tough foreign policy events," Mr. Zelizer said, pointing in particular to the struggle by Democrats in Congress over Iraq. "The instinct when things go bad is to either be silent or apologetic."

Historians and Democrats say the characterization of Mr. Carter as weak is in many ways unfair and exaggerated, ignoring some of the major accomplishments of his four years in office. He ordered an American boycott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow and a grain embargo against the Soviet Union after its invasion of Afghanistan.

Nonetheless, "He became an exemplar of why you had to look tough and not weak in foreign policy," said Robert Shrum, a Democratic consultant who worked for Senator Edward M. Kennedy of Massachusetts when Mr. Kennedy challenged Mr. Carter for the presidential nomination in 1980.

Indeed, more than 30 years after Mr. Carter left office, Republicans reached back to the Carter years to dismiss a momentous decision by President Barack Obama that delivered a forceful rebuttal to the idea of Democrats as weak or ineffective: approving the American raid to assassinate Osama bin Laden in 2011.

"Even Jimmy Carter would have given that order," said Mitt Romney, the Republican candidate for president.

(None other than Mr. Biden, as Mr. Obama's vice president, made that raid a staple of his speeches in their 2012 re-election campaign. "Osama bin Laden is dead, and General Motors is alive," Mr. Biden said often.)

This aspect of Mr. Carter's legacy was ultimately set in cement by his defeat at the hands of Ronald Reagan, a former actor and governor who presented himself as a decisive and forceful contrast to the sitting president. "He was the standard by which Democrats and Republicans judged political effectiveness," Tim Naftali, a presidential historian, said of Mr. Reagan. "So by definition, Carter, whom Reagan had beaten, was the opposite of effective, the model to be avoided."

"The killer Reagan line, 'Are you better off than you were four years ago?' was first aimed at Carter," he said.

Mr. Carter's legacy was ultimately set in cement by his defeat at the hands of Ronald Reagan in 1980. Associated Press


So it was that from the moment Mr. Carter left office -- on the day Iranian militants released the hostages -- Democratic candidates for president have sought, with word and action, to escape his shadow.

Bill Clinton frequently invoked strength in talking about both international and domestic issues when he ran for president. During his 1996 re-election campaign, he boasted of putting 100,000 police on the street and promised to keep America "the world's strongest force for peace and freedom and prosperity."

For her part, Mrs. Clinton, who as the Democratic candidate in 2016 also had to allay voters' doubts about whether a woman had the fortitude to be president, repeatedly cited her experience as secretary of state under Mr. Obama, and made "Stronger together" her campaign slogan. She used the words "strong," "stronger" and "strength" 13 times in her speech accepting the party's nomination.

In 2016, Hillary Clinton's campaign slogan was "Stronger together." Doug Mills/The New York Times


In last year's presidential campaign, Kamala Harris, the vice president and Democratic candidate against Donald J. Trump, boasted of owning a Glock pistol, and left little doubt about her belief in military might as she accepted her party's nomination in Chicago.

"As commander in chief, I will ensure America always has the strongest, most lethal fighting force in the world," she said.

But some efforts to escape the Carter legacy only seemed to reinforce it.

Michael S. Dukakis, the former governor of Massachusetts, was ridiculed when he donned a green tank helmet and "military coveralls over his Filene's suit," as a New York Times report said at the time, to ride a 63-ton M1 tank around a field at a manufacturing plant in front of a battery of television cameras. "Rat-a-tat," Mr. Dukakis said.

"Dukakis was trying to demonstrate strength," Mr. Shrum said. "Instead, he demonstrated weakness. People are always fighting the last campaigns, and they are often wrong."

In the case of Mr. Kerry, who, like Mr. Kennedy, was a Shrum client, Republicans sought to turn his decorated military record against him by accusing him of fabricating details of his Navy service, in an advertising campaign -- later discredited -- that was launched by a group calling itself Swift Boat Veterans for Truth. (One producer of those ads was Chris LaCivita, a co-manager of Mr. Trump's 2024 campaign.)

To be fair, the seeds for this line of attack against Democrats predated Mr. Carter: In 1972, four years before Mr. Carter burst on the national scene, Republicans invoked the "weak on defense" argument against George McGovern, the Democratic senator from South Dakota, when he challenged Richard M. Nixon for the presidency.

"The 1972 presidential campaign and the landslide defeat of McGovern made the weak-on-defense argument a centerpiece for the G.O.P.," Mr. Zelizer said. "The problems that Carter faced in the final year -- Iran and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan -- cemented this political imbalance, placing Democrats in a position to constantly stress that they would be tough on defense."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/us/politics/jimmy-carter-democrats.html
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A 'Business-Friendly' Lawyer's Rise From Lobbyist to Attorney General Pick

Pam Bondi, whom President-elect Donald J. Trump intends to nominate as attorney general, received trips and donations funded by those seeking favors from her Florida office.

During her time as a lobbyist, Pam Bondi has represented a long roster of corporate clients, many of whom have business with the federal government.



By Eric Lipton and Kate Kelly
Reporting from Washington


Jan 08, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Halfway through the first Trump administration, Carnival Corporation, the world's biggest cruise line, had a problem in Cuba that it wanted the president to fix.

So Carnival, a Miami-based company, hired a new lobbyist: Pam Bondi, who developed a close relationship with Donald J. Trump during her two terms as Florida's attorney general, the state's top law enforcement official.

Carnival feared it could be sued for damages of up to $600 million for parking its cruise ships at Havana docks that had been seized decades earlier by Cuban communists. The company wanted Mr. Trump's aid in fending off the lawsuits.

With Ms. Bondi's help, Carnival's chairman, Micky Arison, got a meeting with Mr. Trump in the Oval Office to push its case.

In the end the president did not side with the company. But Ms. Bondi's involvement demonstrated that she could help grease relations with the Trump administration for her new clients.

It was also a continuation of her open-door approach to companies, which started when she held office in Florida.

Now, critics question if Ms. Bondi will bring that same transactional philosophy to the Justice Department. She was picked by Mr. Trump to be his nominee for attorney general after Matt Gaetz, a former congressman from Florida who was Mr. Trump's first choice for the job, withdrew his name in the face of formidable opposition, even within his own Republican Party.

Ms. Bondi would not be the first U.S. attorney general who previously served as a lobbyist. A review of lobbying records from the last 25 years showed that Eric H. Holder Jr., who served as attorney general during the Obama administration, had worked as a registered lobbyist, and that William P. Barr, one of Mr. Trump's attorneys general, had been a corporate leader of a government advocacy group.

But while she was Florida's attorney general, Ms. Bondi became known for what one lobbying firm called her "business-friendly" attitude. She and her staff agreed to meet with a steady stream of lawyers whose clients -- including Bridgepoint Education, a for-profit college chain, and Herbalife, a nutritional shake company -- had been targeted by other states for investigations, a New York Times review of her work found.

Then, in her time as a lobbyist, which began in early 2019, Ms. Bondi represented a long roster of corporate clients, including Uber and Amazon. Many of these companies have business with the federal government -- and could be subject to scrutiny by a Justice Department run by her, raising questions about potential conflicts of interest.

The client list in recent years has also included foreign entities that have tried to leverage Ms. Bondi's influence and connections, such as a firm once run by a Russian businesswoman convicted in Kuwait of embezzling tens of millions of dollars worth of government funds.

Along the way, she also became a prominent ally of Mr. Trump's, serving as one of his defense lawyers in his first impeachment trial and pushing efforts in Pennsylvania to overturn the results of the 2020 election. She now appears poised for confirmation in the Republican-led Senate.

"The attorney general must first serve the American people and justice," said James Tierney, a former Maine attorney general, who also spent nearly two decades as the head of a Columbia University program focusing on the practice of law by state attorneys general, when asked about Ms. Bondi. "She can never serve the personal interests of the president or others seeking favors from him."

Senator Marsha Blackburn, the Tennessee Republican who sits on the Judiciary Committee, called Ms. Bondi "a fierce, determined woman who will be a champion for the American people."

Mr. Trump's office did not respond to a number of detailed questions sent by The Times about Ms. Bondi's engagements with lobbyists as Florida's attorney general and her work as a lobbyist since. Ms. Bondi referred questions to a spokesman for the Trump-Vance transition team.

"All nominees and appointees will comply with the ethical obligations of their respective agencies," said Brian Hughes, a spokesman for the Trump transition, in a statement. "As attorney general, Pam Bondi will be solely focused on returning the Department of Justice to its true mission of fighting crime, prosecuting criminals and keeping Americans safe."

Ms. Bondi has become a prominent ally of Mr. Trump's. Damon Winter/The New York Times


An Approachable A.G.

Appeals by corporate lobbyists to Ms. Bondi started from almost the moment she was sworn into office in January 2011 as Florida's first female attorney general. One lawyer, Bernard Nash, the self-proclaimed "godfather" of the small club of law practices that wooed attorneys general, was particularly aggressive in seeking her out.

Mr. Nash worked quickly to build a rapport with Ms. Bondi, engaging with her twice at industry events in her first months as attorney general and inviting her to a special lobbyist-funded dinner he was hosting for attorneys general at what was then one of the hottest French restaurants in Washington, Michel Richard Citronelle.

Ms. Bondi was quickly identified by Mr. Nash's office -- which had a long list of clients from the pharmaceutical, education and consumer products industries, among others -- as someone willing to engage with his team as they discouraged investigations and litigation, according to emails first obtained by The Times a decade ago.

The emails, which were reported on in 2014 by The Times as part of a review of ties between state attorneys general, including Ms. Bondi, and industry lawyers and lobbyists, show that Mr. Nash's team pushed Ms. Bondi's staff to drop a lawsuit that had already been filed by her predecessor.

"Thank you so much for chatting with me last week about the online travel site suit," Chris Tampio, then a member of Mr. Nash's firm, wrote to Ms. Bondi's top aides in 2012.

Mr. Tampio was writing on behalf of Travelocity, the travel reservation website, which Florida was then suing for underpaying state sales taxes. "I wanted to see if your office had made a decision on how to proceed?"

The next year Ms. Bondi's office moved to withdraw its lawsuit after repeated claims by Mr. Tampio and his team that the case against Travelocity, which had failed in lawsuits brought by other local governments in Florida, was flimsy.

Ms. Bondi, the documents obtained by The Times show, was one of many state attorneys general pursued by Mr. Nash and his team. But these emails show that Ms. Bondi was among the most receptive to Mr. Nash's appeals.

Accretive, a health care bill collection company, was under investigation in Minnesota for abusive tactics, including approaching patients in the emergency room for payment. Accretive hired Mr. Nash's team to make sure other attorneys general in other states, including Florida, did not follow suit.

Again, Mr. Nash's firm prevailed, later boasting in marketing materials that "we persuaded A.G.s not to sue Accretive Health."

The Times asked Ms. Bondi, when she was attorney general, about these efforts. She said the lobbyists' appeals had no effect on her actions. "My office aggressively protects Floridians from unfair and deceptive business practices, and absolutely no access to me or my staff is going to have any bearing on my efforts to protect Floridians," she said in a statement at the time.

Appeals by corporate lobbyists to Ms. Bondi started from almost the moment she was sworn into office in January 2011. Chris O'Meara/Associated Press


These appeals to Ms. Bondi to not pursue various investigations were often paired with donations and free travel.

Mr. Nash's firm, for example, helped cover the bill to charter a plane to fly Ms. Bondi and other attorneys general to Mackinac Island in Michigan for a meeting of the Republican Attorneys General Association, where they stayed at the famed Grand Hotel.

Attorneys general in Washington State, Oregon and Vermont were at the time investigating 5-Hour Energy, a caffeinated drink company, and they would later file a lawsuit accusing the company of deceptive marketing. The suit resulted in settlements or court orders requiring the company to pay millions of dollars in fines and reimburse some states for the cost of the investigation.

During the Mackinac Island trip, Mr. Nash's team urged Ms. Bondi to avoid the matter and nudge other Republican attorneys general to do the same, according to two people who attended the event, who were not authorized to speak publicly because the conversations were supposed to be confidential. ETC Capital, an investment fund controlled by the owner of the 5-Hour Energy brand, then donated $10,000 to a political action committee run by Ms. Bondi as she was starting her re-election effort.

Mr. Hughes, the spokesman for Mr. Trump's transition, did not respond to specific questions about each of these cases, but said in a statement that "Pam Bondi executed her duties as attorney general of Florida with complete integrity."

Ms. Bondi's political action committee, And Justice for All, also took in a $25,000 donation the same month, in September 2013, from the Donald J. Trump Foundation. The check was signed by Mr. Trump several weeks after New York State sued Trump University, accusing him of deceptive marketing practices. The civil suit ultimately resulted in a $25 million settlement with the state.

Again, Ms. Bondi's office was one of several state attorneys general, including Kamala Harris, then the attorney general in California, who decided not to take up the matter. Mr. Trump also co-hosted a fund-raising event at Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump's Palm Beach resort, for Ms. Bondi, along with Mr. Nash. Among the other sponsors was Brian Ballard, then a prominent Florida lobbyist, who would soon become her boss.


A Favor for Carnival

Ms. Bondi began work as a partner at Mr. Ballard's firm early in 2019, 14 days after her second term as attorney general ended. She left the firm recently, Mr. Ballard said.

Mr. Ballard, who had run Mr. Trump's Florida presidential campaign fund-raising effort, followed Mr. Trump to Washington in 2017, setting up his own new office just three blocks from the White House. His federal lobbying client list rose from zero to nearly 100 by the time Ms. Bondi joined the firm.

Ms. Bondi almost immediately began lobbying for Carnival, which had been trying to persuade the Trump administration to continue to protect it from lawsuits that American businesses sought to file over its use of piers in Havana.

The dispute dates back to 1959, when the communist government there seized property owned by American investors. In the years since, they have argued that they deserve compensation, particularly if American companies, like a cruise line, earn money by using these facilities.

A United States law was passed in 1996 allowing these claims, but the federal government had never authorized the first of the lawsuits to be filed. Advisers to Mr. Trump, spurred on by Cuban Americans in Florida, were threatening to open these floodgates.

Mr. Arison, Carnival's chairman, had longstanding ties with Mr. Trump. The company had sponsored Mr. Trump's reality television show, "The Apprentice." But Mr. Arison still believed he needed help and turned to Ms. Bondi and Mr. Ballard, as well as Ms. Bondi's sister-in-law, Tandy Bondi, then an in-house lobbyist for Carnival.

A Carnival cruise ship arriving in Havana in 2016. Adalberto Roque/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"We could be deemed as 'trafficking' in confiscated property, and the potential penalty to my company alone could be over $600 million," Mr. Arison wrote in an email to the White House that was marked confidential, but obtained by The Times through court records.

He noted that "Pam Bondi and Brian Ballard have been working with your staff" on the matter, but that no resolution had been reached. He was getting anxious, the emails show, and he wanted Mr. Trump's assistance in blocking any moves that could cut his profits.

Sitting in the White House in late April 2019, Mr. Arison made his case to Mr. Trump. The conversation included Ms. Bondi, as well as Mr. Trump's secretary of state and national security adviser, among others, the court records show.

"I'd really like to help these people and still get what we want to get done and punish Cuba," Mr. Trump said, according to testimony by Mr. Arison.

Ultimately, though, Ms. Bondi and her team failed in their effort.

Mr. Trump's appointees banned American cruise ships from traveling to Cuba. The Trump administration also opened the door to the lawsuits, and several immediately targeted Carnival, leading to a 2022 ruling that ordered the company to pay at least $110 million in damages. (The matter is still under appeal, and Carnival won the most recent round, in October.)

Foreign Influence

Across Washington, in recent years, a particular kind of lobbyist has seen a surge in new business: the well-known lawyer, with close connections to power, who uses these ties to free foreign clients from sanctions, human rights scrutiny or criminal charges.

It is lucrative work that is often easier than getting Congress to enact legislation. And it is a niche that Ms. Bondi occupied after joining Mr. Ballard's firm.

The work began with the Russian money manager Marsha Lazareva, who had been arrested in Kuwait in 2017 on charges that she and others at her company had embezzled or siphoned off tens of millions of dollars in government funds.

Ms. Bondi helped Mr. Trump's legal team during his first impeachment in 2020. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


Ms. Lazareva was sentenced to at least 10 years in prison and more than $30 million in repayments and fines -- birthing an elaborate international public relations and lobbying campaign intended to set her free.

Ms. Bondi joined a legal and public relations team that included Louis Freeh, who was the F.B.I. director during the Clinton administration, and Cherie Blair, the wife of the former Prime Minister Tony Blair of Britain.

"She has been unjustly locked up," Ms. Bondi said of Ms. Lazareva in a 2019 Fox News interview with Pete Hegseth, who was then an anchor there and is now Mr. Trump's pick for Defense Secretary.

That advocacy, commissioned by Ms. Lazareva's Kuwaiti investment firm -- and which included lobbying Congress, the State Department and the White House to pressure Kuwait to release her -- also generated $350,000 in fees for Ballard Partners.

But Ms. Lazareva has not managed to have the charges dismissed or overturned. U.N. arbitrators also declined a request by her lawyers to intervene. She is now appealing the arbitration finding in a Paris court.

Charles Buderi, a London-based lawyer representing Kuwait, in an interview with a legal publication, said Ms. Lazareva continued "to wage her aggressive and unsubstantiated P.R. campaign and advance conspiracy theories that never had any credibility."

Ms. Bondi's other international clients included the embassy of Qatar in Washington, which paid her firm $115,000 a month to improve Qatar's often-criticized human rights record in advance of hosting the 2022 World Cup. 

Workers building a railway next to a stadium for the 2022 World Cup in Doha, Qatar. Olya Morvan for The New York Times


She also represented Major League Baseball, according to filings, as the league was pushing Mr. Trump to reconsider a decision that blocked a deal to ease Cuban players' path to United States teams. The effort resulted in another White House meeting, which Ms. Bondi participated in, according to Mr. Ballard.

Overall, lobbying disclosure records show that Ms. Bondi was registered to represent a total of 30 clients between 2019 and 2024, targeting the White House, Congress and 12 federal agencies, according to a tally of the filings by Public Citizen and Accountable.US, two nonprofit watchdog groups.

The list included major corporations like Uber, Amazon and General Motors, as well as companies like Geo Group, the private prison firm that has large contracts with the Justice Department.

But in an interview, Mr. Ballard could not recall any specific tasks that Ms. Bondi took up for these large corporate clients. Representatives for Amazon, Uber and General Motors declined to discuss her work in any detail or said they could not recall any work she did. Geo Group did not respond to requests for comment.

Robert Weissman, co-president of Public Citizen, which is tracking the potential conflicts of interests created by Mr. Trump's return to the White House, said the lobbying record suggested Ms. Bondi would have an array of conflicts of interest if she is confirmed.

"Many of those companies are under investigation or being sued by or are contractors to the federal government," Mr. Weissman said. "The attorney general is supposed to be the attorney general for all Americans, not for 30 companies that she was registered to lobby for."

Mr. Ballard said he expected that Ms. Bondi, if confirmed, would recuse herself from matters on which she worked directly as a lobbyist, but not necessarily from those involving companies that hired the firm in any capacity.

"We represent such a broad array of American business," Mr. Ballard said. "It would be tough to recuse yourself from everything."
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What Matters More for Longevity: Genes or Lifestyle?

It depends on what your goal is.

 Mike Ellis



By Dana G. Smith



Jan 08, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When Dr. Nir Barzilai met the 100-year-old Helen Reichert, she was smoking a cigarette. Dr. Barzilai, the director of the Institute for Aging Research at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, recalled Mrs. Reichert saying that doctors had repeatedly told her to quit. But those doctors had all died, Mrs. Reichert noted, and she hadn't. Mrs. Reichert lived almost another decade before passing away in 2011.

There are countless stories about people who reach 100, and their daily habits sometimes flout conventional advice on diet, exercise, and alcohol and tobacco use. Yet decades of research shows that ignoring this advice can negatively affect most people's health and cut their lives short.

So how much of a person's longevity can be attributed to lifestyle choices and how much is just luck -- or lucky genetics? It depends on how long you're hoping to live.

Research suggests that making it to 80 or even 90 is largely in our control. "There's very clear evidence that for the general population, living a healthy lifestyle" does extend the life span, said Dr. Sofiya Milman, a professor of medicine and genetics at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

One study published last year, which analyzed the lifestyles of more than 276,000 male and female United States veterans, found that adopting eight healthy behaviors could add up to 24 years to people's lives. They included eating a healthy diet, getting regular physical activity, sleeping well, managing stress, having strong relationships, and not smoking, abusing opioids or drinking to excess.

If the veterans adhered to all eight behaviors, the researchers calculated that they could expect to live to about age 87. To most people, that probably sounds pretty good; after all, it's almost 10 years longer than the average U.S. life expectancy. But to Dr. Milman, who was not involved in the study, the results showed that "even if you do everything right," you still can't expect to live to 100.

If you want to become a centenarian, you're going to need a little help from your ancestors. Because the older someone gets, the more genetics seem to matter.

Overall, scientists think that how long we live is about 25 percent attributable to our genes, and 75 percent attributable to our environment and lifestyle. But as people near 100 and beyond, those percentages start to flip, said Dr. Thomas Perls, a professor of medicine at the Chobanian and Avedisian School of Medicine at Boston University.

Indeed, studies have revealed that many people with exceptionally long lives don't have healthier habits than the average American. And yet, they live longer and have lower rates of age-related diseases, like heart disease, cancer and dementia.

In the Long Life Family Study, for instance, "We have families where there's a lot of smoking; we have some families where they're couch potatoes," said Michael Province, a professor of genetics and biostatistics at the Washington University School of Medicine, who leads the study along with Dr. Perls.

But what these families also tend to have are some special gene variants that experts think help them avoid disease and live longer.

Some genes may affect people's likelihood of developing specific conditions. For example, the APOE gene is known to influence the risk for Alzheimer's disease: Those who carry the APOE4 variant have an increased risk, while those with the APOE2 version are at a decreased risk. Dr. Province said that long-lived families have a higher prevalence of APOE2 than the average population.

Other genes appear to influence the aging process itself. One that has cropped up in several studies of centenarians is called FOXO3, which is involved in many fundamental aspects of cellular health. Because these genes affect the biology of aging, it's possible that they can protect against multiple age-related diseases, Dr. Milman said.

One key benefit of these types of longevity genes might be counteracting unhealthy behaviors. A study that Dr. Milman and Dr. Barzilai conducted comparing the offspring of centenarians with a control population found that, across the two groups, those with healthy lifestyles had a similarly low prevalence of cardiovascular disease. But among those with unhealthy lifestyles, the centenarian offspring still had low rates of disease, while the control group did not.

The experts emphasized that many of these genes are very rare, likely occurring in less than one percent of the population. (Probably not coincidentally, a similarly small percentage of people make it to age 100.) There's also not one single gene that offers protection against all of aging and age-related diseases; it's more likely that there are hundreds that combine to make a difference.

Having the right set of genes to impact longevity is "like winning the lottery," Dr. Perls said. So even if your mother made it to 100, you should still practice behaviors you know are good for you, just in case you didn't hit the genetic jackpot.

And whatever you do, don't take health advice from a centenarian. For them, lifestyle probably didn't matter much, Dr. Barzilai said. For the rest of us, it really does.
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The Shift


What's Behind Meta's MAGA Makeover?

Mark Zuckerberg is positioning his company for a second Trump term -- and revealing the hollow identity at its core.

Mark Zuckerberg said his company would move its trust and safety operations from California to Texas to avoid the appearance of political bias. Jason Henry for The New York Times



By Kevin Roose
Reporting from San Francisco


Jan 08, 2025 at 04:46 PM

For years, Mark Zuckerberg tried to keep his social networks above the fray of partisan politics.

And why not? Meta's flagship apps -- Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp -- were rowdy nation-states unto themselves, with billions of users, fragile internal politics, skittish advertisers, perpetually aggrieved influencers and a sprawling, uneven enforcement regime (known as "content moderation") that was supposed to keep the peace.

Given the headaches associated with running his quasi-governments, the last thing Mr. Zuckerberg wanted was to become too enmeshed with actual governments -- the kind that could use the force of law to demand that he censor certain voices, thumb the scale on politically sensitive topics or threaten to throw Meta executives in jail for noncompliance.

But that was then. Now, on the eve of a second Trump term, Mr. Zuckerberg is giving his company a full MAGA makeover.

In the process, he is also revealing that Meta -- a shape-shifting company that has thrown itself at every major tech trend of the last decade, from crypto to the metaverse to generative A.I. to wearable computing -- has a fundamental hollowness at its core. It is not quite sure what it is, or where its next phase of growth will come from. But in the meantime, it will adopt whatever values Mr. Zuckerberg thinks it needs to survive.

The most recent changes started before the election, when Mr. Zuckerberg -- whose contributions to election integrity efforts in 2020 had led President Donald J. Trump to threaten him with lifetime imprisonment -- called Mr. Trump's recovery from an assassination attempt "badass." But they have accelerated in recent weeks, after Mr. Trump and Mr. Zuckerberg met at Mar-a-Lago to mend fences.

Last week, Meta's global policy chief, Nick Clegg -- a former British deputy prime minister who was chosen for his centrist bona fides -- was replaced by Joel Kaplan, a longtime Republican operative who has acted for years as Mr. Zuckerberg's liaison to the pro-Trump right.

On Monday, Meta announced the appointment of three new board members, including Dana White, the chief executive of the Ultimate Fighting Championship and a close friend and political ally of Mr. Trump's.

President-elect Donald J. Trump at an Ultimate Fighting Championship match in Madison Square Garden, with Dana White, left, and Elon Musk, in November. Al Drago for The New York Times


And on Tuesday, Mr. Zuckerberg -- wearing a $900,000 wristwatch and an air of strained enthusiasm -- announced in an Instagram Reel that Meta was replacing its fact-checking program with an X-style "community notes" feature. The company is also revising its rules to allow more criticism of certain groups, including immigrants and transgender people, letting users see more "civic content" in their feeds and moving its content review operations from California to Texas to avoid, he said, the appearance of political bias.

Mr. Zuckerberg's stated reason for these changes -- that Meta had realized that its old rules had resulted in too much censorship and that it should return to its roots as a platform for free expression -- was nonsense. (For starters: Which roots? Facebook was inspired by a hot-or-not website for Harvard students, not a Cato Institute white paper.)

In reality, Mr. Zuckerberg changed his views on speech many times, usually in the direction of the prevailing political winds. And the details of the latest changes (a laundry list of right-wing speech demands) as well as the method of delivery (Mr. Kaplan went on "Fox & Friends" to announce them) made it clear what the real purpose was.

The most popular theory about Mr. Zuckerberg's motives is that he is just doing the politically expedient thing: cozying up to the incoming Trump administration, the way many Silicon Valley tycoons have, in hopes of getting better deals for himself and Meta while Mr. Trump is in office.

A different theory -- one supported by conversations I've had with several friends and associates of Mr. Zuckerberg's in recent months -- is that the billionaire's personal politics have shifted sharply to the right since 2020, and that his embrace of Mr. Trump may stem less from cynical opportunism than real enthusiasm.

I can't prove or disprove this theory. Mr. Zuckerberg, unlike Elon Musk, doesn't broadcast his unfiltered political opinions dozens of times a day. But I find it plausible. I've spent a lot of time studying the right-wing conversion narratives of disaffected liberals, and Mr. Zuckerberg's recent arc fills the bill surprisingly well: A wealthy 40-year-old man with a sullied public reputation starts listening to Joe Rogan and develops an interest in mixed martial arts and other hypermasculine hobbies, grows annoyed by the woke left and angry at the mainstream media, rebrands himself as a bad boy, and adopts the label of a "classical liberal" while quietly supporting most of the tenets of MAGA conservatism.

Mr. Zuckerberg's personal politics may have shifted sharply to the right since 2020. Mike Kai Chen for The New York Times


If nothing else, Mr. Zuckerberg has clearly been studying Mr. Musk's playbook. In his video this week announcing Meta's changes, he spoke with dripping disdain about the "legacy media" -- a favored phrase of Mr. Musk's -- and accused his California-based employees of political bias, as Mr. Musk did when he took over Twitter.

Whatever the cause, these changes amount to Meta's biggest political realignment since 2016, when it responded to rampant misinformation on Facebook and widespread criticism over its role in Mr. Trump's election by revamping its rules and investing billions of dollars in content moderation.

The list of people hurt by Meta's new rules may be long: immigrants, transgender people, victims of online bullying and harassment, the targets of future QAnon-style conspiracy theories, and Facebook and Instagram users who want to see reliable information when they log on.

But the most unexpected casualty may be Mr. Zuckerberg himself, who has always strained to avoid being painted into a corner by political pressure, and will now (at least for the next four years, or until the winds shift again) be judged by his willingness to surrender to the right on issues of speech.

He may find that his new allies on the right make more censorship demands of him, and are less forgiving of his mistakes, than the left ever was. (Already, some right-wing media outlets are urging Mr. Trump and his allies not to trust Mr. Zuckerberg's change of heart.) And the benefits he envisions from cozying up to Mr. Trump may not materialize as fully as he hopes. (One complicating factor: Mr. Musk, the president-elect's top technology adviser, is no fan of his.)

Meta's real problem, though, is that the company still doesn't know what it is. Is it a purveyor of aging (though still profitable) social media apps? A champion of open-source A.I. development? A creator of next-generation augmented-reality hardware? A way for people to connect with their families and friends? A TikTok-style algorithmic feed, filled with a mix of professional influencers and A.I. slop? A builder of immersive virtual worlds? Some other, weirder thing?

A political reset might buy Mr. Zuckerberg some time to answer these questions. But in order for Meta to thrive beyond the Trump years, he'll have to do more than bend the knee.
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From $80 Days to $6,000 Days: How 3 Small Coffee Shops Got Started

The owners began their businesses with no college degrees and 100 percent grit. A visit from the TikTok food critic Keith Lee also helped.

Taylor Nawrocki and Rachel Nieves founded Buddies four years ago in Brooklyn.  Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Mercedes Lilienthal



Jan 03, 2025 at 10:00 AM

This article is part of a series on people who have made successful careers for themselves without having a college degree.

Rachel Nieves was 19 and working part time at Armani when she met someone who said her personality would do well in the car business.

At first, she had no idea what that meant. Ms. Nieves had started attending Fordham University in 2008 on a full scholarship, but her new job as a call center representative for an auto business soon earned her $120,000 a year. She realized that her major -- first math, then psychology -- was unlikely to quickly get her an equivalent salary, so she dropped out of school.

She stayed in the auto business for about a decade, eventually making $200,000 in a year. When the Covid-19 pandemic arrived in 2020, Ms. Nieves began to question her career.

"Money's important for us to survive, but it's no longer worth missing life for," Ms. Nieves, now 34, said. "Starting a coffee shop was a risk I wanted. I'm grateful for my past, but wanted something more fulfilling."

Starting a food business can be immensely difficult because the high cost of rent, food and labor often results in slim profit margins. But coffee businesses are easier to start because coffee can sell at high-profit margins and operate in smaller spaces. In addition, coffee shops can make themselves known for their specialty drinks and use their menu as a marketing tool.

Ms. Nieves and her husband, Taylor Nawrocki, a former professional skateboarder, opened a coffee cart, Buddies, in Brooklyn's Williamsburg neighborhood on Dec. 26, 2020. They paid rent for 110 square feet inside a pool hall that Mr. Nawrocki's former boss ran. Their coffee cart was mobile for pop-up events, too.

The couple bought a used Slayer single-group espresso machine, which they liked because of its aesthetics, for $7,000 from Craigslist. The seller threw in a $2,300 grinder for free. Mr. Nawrocki used Instagram to amass skateboards, repurposing them for the cart's countertop.

"Taylor sanded them down -- I ripped the grip tape off," Ms. Nieves said. "That's how we cut down costs."

Ms. Nieves is a born-and-raised New Yorker with a Puerto Rican heritage, and she offers a coquito latte in the shop that has become popular on social media.

When Buddies started, there were days when the couple made just $80.



Occupation: Coffee Shop Owner

Salary: As little as $19 to over $6,000 per day, but two of the three shops' owners don't take a salary.

Something to Know: Two of the four owners in this article have high school diplomas, with one having some college education. Another owner has a high school equivalency diploma. Another has an 11th-grade education.



In September 2021, Ms. Nieves and Mr. Nawrocki did their first pop-up after a production agency reached out to them. The client ended up being Nike. They served over 200 people a day for four days. Partway through, they renegotiated their flat $2,000 day rate to $4,000.

Two months later, Buddies was forced to move. In just three days, the pair transformed part of another pool hall into their new coffee shop.

"We didn't have time to think," Ms. Nieves said. "We started again from square one. Taylor taught me to go for it. Try new things. If you fail, you fail. If you succeed, then you have a really amazing trick you land. That's how skateboarding ties into Buddies."

Buddies became profitable in its first year because she and Mr. Nawrocki run the shop themselves and don't deal with hot food, Ms. Nieves said. They don't formally pay themselves a salary.

"Our everyday activities and expenses are low," she said. "We save everything. On a day-to-day basis, the shop can bring in $1,500 a day, sometimes $3,000."

Ms. Nieves taught herself how to roast coffee for the shop using a company called Shared Roasting. Buddies now sells coffee to seven locations.

Thinking Out of the Box

Theresa Cashman runs Out of the Box Coffee from a recycled shipping container in Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. Kaleb Autman


Theresa Cashman, who owns a coffee shop in Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., where she has lived all of her life, started working at age 13 by busing tables. Later, she cooked, hosted, waitressed, worked as a bartender and had other customer-service-related jobs.

"I was home-schooled," Ms. Cashman, 46, said. "It was easier to work and wait on people to make money than to go to school."

After Ms. Cashman got her high school equivalency diploma, she took business classes at a technical college and dabbled in real estate and insurance, but didn't feel those jobs were a good fit.

Around 2010, she started managing a local coffee shop owned by friends.

Ms. Cashman went through a divorce in 2016. "I needed to become financially independent," she said. "I wasn't making enough there to accomplish that goal."

She offered to buy her friends' business around 2020, but they declined. When Covid-19 arrived, she was let go from the shop.

Losing her job was scary. She had earned $15 an hour. It wasn't full time, but it was flexible, and she had children.

Ms. Cashman was struggling in a town with just under 19,000 people, but she formulated a business plan to open her own shop, approaching three banks for loans.

"I was flat-out told I wasn't going to make what I needed to pay bills," she said. However, one bank lent her $350,000 with her parents as co-signers.

She made an offer on a vacant property to build her 1,214-square-foot shop, constructed from a recycled shipping container, and opened Out of the Box Coffee House on Jan. 21, 2021.

"I utilized every square inch to keep costs down," Ms. Cashman said. "Without my parents, I couldn't have done it."

As sole owner, she saved wherever she could. She sealed concrete floors by herself, made menu boards and tested recipes in a former church basement before opening. She gets her milk from a convenience store and uses a Minneapolis roastery, Tiny Footprint.

A Starbucks had closed in Wisconsin Rapids in 2008 but reopened shortly after Out of the Box's opening.

"I was scared to death, but I didn't see a decline in sales," Ms. Cashman said. The shop has earned more than $6,000 in a single day.

She quadrupled sales projections in the first year, she said, and was projected to make $1.2 million in sales in 2024.

From Gift Baskets to Community

Suzanne and Colter Smith operate Biscuits to Baskets at their home in Ajax, Ontario. Chloe Ellingson for The New York Times


Born in France but now a Canadian, Suzanne Smith, 54, is the sole proprietor of Biscuits to Baskets, a coffee shop and chocolatier near Toronto.

"I'm a mom of four, and I don't have a college degree," Ms. Smith said. "My highest completed level of education was Grade 11."

After a divorce, she turned to welfare and a food bank for support. "I had no funds," she said. "I didn't know what to do."

Ms. Smith enrolled in a marketing program and got a part-time job at a tanning salon. She went off welfare and started Biscuits to Baskets in July 2002, selling chocolates and gift baskets out of her home.

"My mom helped me so much," she said. Coffee didn't enter the picture for nearly two decades.

Ms. Smith met Colter Smith in 2008, over Facebook's now defunct Hot or Not app. "We spoke for a few months before meeting," she said. "It was basically a blind date." In December 2009, they married.

Biscuits to Baskets became a front-room store in the Smiths' home. In November 2018, the family moved the business into the garage. The conversion cost nearly $14,000.

"My mom helped us," Ms. Smith said.

Three years later, the Smiths incorporated coffee into their business.

Ms. Smith's son Andrew taught Mr. Smith and her about coffee. He worked at Starbucks for two and a half years during college and helped Biscuits to Baskets' coffee business come to fruition.

Last April, Keith Lee, an influential food critic on TikTok with nearly 17 million followers, stopped by.

"My husband called me and said, 'You're never going to believe what just happened,'" Ms. Smith exclaimed. "'Somebody left us a $2,500 tip!'"

After tasting their delectables, Mr. Lee introduced himself, complimented the Smiths on their customer service and food and left. He posted a video about his positive experience shortly afterward.

"It got big -- people were waiting an hour to get our cakes and coffees," Ms. Smith explained. "We were working around the clock. The money had quadrupled, if not more."

Before Mr. Lee's visit, Biscuits to Baskets grossed between $350 and $420 daily. Afterward, it made about $1,700 a day, staying busy well into July.

Things got so hectic, local officials stepped in to quiet the street, ordering the garage shop back into the Smiths' home. In early June, they bought a vintage trailer to split the load. Converting part of the house back to a business cost about $8,400. The trailer added about $17,500.

To help with costs, Ms. Smith's son held a T-shirt drive featuring Mr. Lee's compliments, raising $700. Mr. Lee created a cash app account for donations and matched proceeds, totaling $3,000. Customers gave generous tips. Around $7,000 was raised. The family took out loans for the rest, which it is still paying.

"Most of my life I was raising the kids," Ms. Smith said. "I didn't have much of an education, so I had to do jobs many of us had to do, from the time I was young."

Ms. Smith said she'd take her family over money any day. "Family are my biggest supporters."
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Egypt's Economy Is Damaged. It Sees a Scapegoat, and a Potential Fix, in Refugees.

Palestinians, Sudanese and Syrians fleeing war have found a home in the country. But Cairo says newcomers are straining resources and is seeking financial help from the West.

Selling Sudanese goods in Giza, Egypt, in September. Egypt's relatively lax immigration rules have attracted foreigners of all kinds for decades.  Heba Khamis for The New York Times



By Vivian Yee
Reporting from Cairo


Jan 09, 2025 at 05:01 AM

In easier times for Egypt's refugees, Azza Mostafa, a pro-government TV anchor, had nothing but generous words for the many thousands of Syrians who had built new lives in Egypt after their own country imploded into civil war in 2011.

"I'd like to say to our Syrian families and our brothers in Egypt," she said in a 2019 broadcast, "you've truly brought light to Egypt."

But there she was on her show in June, fulminating against Egypt's growing number of outsiders -- an echo of the country's leaders, whose policy toward refugees and migrants has hardened as they wrestle with an economic crisis made worse by wars in neighboring Gaza, Sudan and Libya.

"This has become unbearable," Ms. Mostafa said, accusing migrants of driving up rents and promoting female genital mutilation. "There are many acts of overstepping bounds. Is that acceptable? After we opened our country for them?"

Egypt long made it easy for foreigners of all kinds to live and work in the country, largely without interference, whether they were refugees, migrant workers or Westerners escaping coronavirus lockdowns.

The past 13 years have brought a near unbroken stream of newcomers fleeing conflict to the country that is known among Arabs as the "mother of the world." That includes not just Syrians but also Sudanese, Yemenis, Eritreans and, most recently, Palestinians from Gaza.

Egypt's lax immigration rules meant many never formally registered as refugees or received official permission to stay long-term, yet managed to stitch themselves almost seamlessly into the country, supporting themselves and sometimes starting businesses.

Since Sudan's civil war drove a surge of refugees to Egypt starting in 2023, however, the impoverished government in Cairo has complained louder and louder about the burden of foreigners. It rapidly tightened its policies -- hoping, analysts and diplomats say, to win more support from international backers eager to prevent migration to their own countries.

Egypt says it spends $10 billion each year on its nine million refugees, according to officials and government-controlled media (though experts say both numbers are greatly exaggerated), all while Egyptians endure soaring prices and subsidy cuts.

Years of government overspending, reliance on imports and policies that neglected private-sector growth left the country's finances in precarious shape before the wars in Ukraine and Gaza sent them crashing. Egypt lost $7 billion in crucial revenue from the Suez Canal in 2024 as the conflict in Gaza has squeezed shipping in the Red Sea, according to government officials.

With Egypt deep in debt and hard-pressed to pay for imports such as wheat and energy, the currency has crashed, while some goods have become difficult to find.

Shopping in Cairo. Egypt says it spends $10 billion each year on nine million refugees, though experts say that number is probably exaggerated. Hadeer Mahmoud Ahmed for The New York Times


Ahmed Abu Al-Yazid, the head of a government-owned sugar firm, the Delta Sugar Company, blamed refugees for a sugar shortage that experts link to the economic crisis. The president accused them of draining Egypt's precious water. On social media, pro-government accounts -- some of which appeared to be fake -- accused Sudanese refugees of driving up rents and promoting female genital mutilation.

A crackdown soon followed the accusations, according to migrants, refugees and their advocates.

Sudanese refugees have been rounded up in police sweeps, detained and summarily deported. Syrians who have lived in Egypt for years have been told to pay thousands of dollars to stay. Many remain hesitant to return, despite the fall of the Assad regime in December, until the situation stabilizes.

Foreign workers from Asia and from other parts of Africa now face extra hurdles to keep their legal status, and in some cases, have been arrested to compel them to pay high fees, advocates say.

Last month, Egypt passed a law that would hand responsibility for screening refugees and others to the government, instead of to the United Nations refugee agency.

Government officials said the measure would ensure a wide array of refugee rights. Critics of the move, however, said that it would become far harder for refugees to gain protection or access to health care and schools. The law also empowers the government to revoke refugee status on vague grounds such as breaches of national security, political activity or violations of Egyptian social customs.

Abu Saleh, 32, a Syrian who works in a small Cairo grocery, said he had lived in the city for 13 years "without a single issue" until he discovered in July that he could no longer enroll his son in school without a residence permit.

Just to renew his family's tourist visas, he said, he was told that he would have to return to Syria and pay $2,000 per person in fees -- a process he would have to repeat every six months.

"Egypt has been there for us all along," said Abu Saleh, who asked to be identified by the name he uses around town to avoid possible repercussions. "I'd like to appeal to the government of Egypt: Give us residence, even if it's a little more expensive. We're facing tough conditions."

Sudanese teenagers in Giza, Egypt, in September.  Heba Khamis for The New York Times


Egypt has not explained its hardening attitude toward foreigners. But analysts and migrant advocates tie it to the economic crisis, which has generated widespread bitterness and undermined President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's rule.

The newcomers make convenient scapegoats for Egyptians' hardships, rights groups say. Immigration fees, charged in dollars, can supply some of the foreign currency that Egypt badly needs. And foreigners are also valuable pawns in Egypt's quest for more financial support from its international partners, rights groups say.

"They think, 'How can these people be useful for the government?'" said Nour Khalil, executive director of the Refugees Platform in Egypt, which advocates for migrants' rights.

The U.N. refugee agency counts about 818,000 registered refugees in Egypt, who are entitled to free public health care and education. There are likely many more unregistered refugees, though analysts and aid workers dispute the figure reaches nine million.

The benefits that registered refugees receive mean that Egypt "is treating them like Egyptians, despite the fact that we are not a rich country," the foreign minister, Badr Abdelatty, said at a news conference last month. "There is no country in the world assuming these responsibilities and challenges like here in Egypt. We don't have one single refugee camp -- they are fully integrated in society."

Refugee advocates agree that Egypt needs more resources. Unlike other countries in the region, including Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, where the United States, the United Nations and the European Union have poured billions into supporting refugees, Egypt has not received significant funds to help house Syrian or other refugees.

A group of Sudanese boys playing soccer in Cairo in September.  Heba Khamis for The New York Times


That is changing.

As the war in Gaza has pounded Egypt's finances, Western backers have rushed to Egypt's aid, anxious to prevent an economic collapse in the Arab world's most populous country, analysts and diplomats say. A crash in Egypt could further destabilize the Middle East and send a deluge of migrants across the Mediterranean Sea to Europe, where there is heavy public pressure to restrict migration.

The European Union pledged a fast-tracked $8 billion aid package to Egypt in March, echoing deals the bloc has struck with Mauritania, Tunisia and Turkey that funded migration enforcement in those countries.

Other backers, including the International Monetary Fund, have sent billions more to stabilize Egypt's economy.

Critics say the European pact with Egypt, like the bloc's other migration deals, is enabling rights abuses by rewarding Mr. el-Sisi's authoritarianism and potentially funding the current crackdown on migrants.

Groups including Amnesty International and the Refugees Platform in Egypt have documented what they say is a pattern of mass arbitrary arrests and unlawful deportations of Sudanese refugees -- some detained as they were smuggled across the border, others rounded up during random sweeps of predominantly Sudanese neighborhoods.

Sudanese men leaving a mosque after midday prayers in Giza, Egypt, in September. Refugee advocates acknowledge that Egypt needs more resources to handle the influx of newcomers. Heba Khamis for The New York Times


Some Syrians, too, have been expelled, Mr. Khalil of the refugees platform said. His group has also documented more than 50 arrests of foreign workers, some of whom already had residency, who were held until they paid $1,000 in fees and fines, he said.

An atmosphere of fear has brought throngs of Sudanese to the doorstep of the U.N. refugee agency in Cairo, seeking formal protection. But refugee status can take months, if not years, to obtain: Appointments to begin the process are not available until late 2025. And some of the Sudanese who have been detained and deported, Mr. Khalil said, held some form of U.N. identification, casting doubt on whether the organization could guarantee security.

Among those waiting outside one morning was Mohammed Abdelwahab, 36. By the time he and his family tried to cross the border from Sudan this spring, Egypt had tightly restricted what had been free-flowing movement between the two countries, so they resorted to smugglers instead.

Without legal papers, Mr. Abdelwahab and his 14-year-old son, Mohanad, collected plastic bottles on Cairo's streets for a living. Mr. Abdelwahab was looking for better work one day in June when Mohanad disappeared.

Twenty days later, Mohanad resurfaced with a WhatsApp message: He had been rounded up with a group of other Sudanese and deported.

Mr. Abdelwahab had been looking for Mohanad in another city. When he returned to Cairo, his wife and three other children had been evicted for nonpayment.

"It's indescribable," he said. "Now they're all camping out here," he added, referring to his family and indicating the sidewalk in front of the refugee agency, where groups of other Sudanese waited listlessly in the sun.

Emad Mekay and Rania Khaled contributed reporting.
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Israeli Strike in West Bank Kills 3, Including Children

Violence has escalated in the occupied territory over the last year and a half, as Israel conducts raids targeting armed fighters with Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

Video: Palestinians Grieve 3 People Killed in Israeli Airstrike

An Israeli airstrike in the occupied West Bank killed three cousins on Wednesday, according to Palestinian officials and family members.


By Aaron Boxerman
Reporting from Jerusalem


Jan 08, 2025 at 04:29 PM

An Israeli drone strike killed three cousins, including two children, in the West Bank on Wednesday, according to Palestinian officials and a family member, as growing violence threatens to further destabilize the Israeli-occupied territory.

The attack struck the courtyard of the cousins' home in the town of Tamoun, said Ahmed Asad, the Palestinian governor of the Tubas region. He identified the dead as two young children, Rida Basharat and Hamza Basharat; and Adham Basharat, a young man.

Israeli soldiers seized the three shortly after the airstrike, leaving it unclear whether they were alive or dead, said Mr. Asad. Israeli officials later informed their Palestinian counterparts that the three had been killed, he added.

The Palestinian Authority's Civil Affairs branch, which handles coordination with Israel, announced on Wednesday evening that Israeli officials had handed over the bodies of the three cousins for funeral rites.

The Israeli military said it had launched a drone strike in Tamoun against a "terrorist cell," but did not immediately comment on the claim that two children had been killed. It later released a statement saying that "due to various reports regarding the results of the strike, the incident is under review."

The cousins' immediate families could not immediately be reached, but Mamun Abu Muhsin, a member of their extended family, confirmed their deaths in a phone interview on Wednesday night after he said their bodies had been returned by Israeli forces.

Violence has spiraled in the West Bank for the past year and a half, as Israel has fought wars with armed groups like Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Israeli forces have escalated raids in Palestinian cities in the West Bank -- operations that can last for days at a time -- bulldozing roads and engaging in shootouts with Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad militants.

Wednesday's aerial bombardment came in the wake of a Palestinian shooting attack two days earlier that killed three Israelis, including two women in their 70s. Israeli officials quickly vowed retribituion for the deadly attack.

"We are witnessing accelerating attempts to advance Palestinian terrorism in Judea and Samaria," said Israel Katz, the Israeli defense minister, on Wednesday, using the biblical names for the West Bank, which the Israeli government considers disputed, not occupied, territory. He said that Israel would "respond accordingly" to protect its citizens, roughly 500,000 of whom live in settlements in the West Bank.

More than 800 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli forces in the occupied West Bank since October 2023, in the wake of the Hamas-led attack that prompted the war in Gaza, according to the Palestinian Authority Health Ministry. It is unclear how many were combatants, but the numbers include some civilians, including women and children killed by Israeli security forces.

About 50 Israelis were killed by Palestinians in militant attacks in the West Bank over the same time, according to the United Nations. Shin Bet, Israel's internal security agency, has said that it thwarted more than a thousand attacks in 2024, including hundreds of shooting attacks.

The Palestinian Authority, which administers some parts of the territory under Israeli occupation, also launched its own operation against Palestinian militants in Jenin in December. Several Palestinian officers have been killed, as well as some civilians, including a young woman and a teenage bystander.
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Justice Dept. to Hold Off Releasing Report on Trump Documents Case

But in a court filing, the department indicated that it would release a separate report about Donald J. Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election as soon as possible.

The special counsel's report related to his team's case regarding President-elect Donald J. Trump's refusal to give back a trove of classified documents he took from the White House after leaving office. U.S. Justice Department



By Alan Feuer and Charlie Savage
Alan Feuer and Charlie Savage write about legal proceedings, including the former criminal cases against President-elect Donald J. Trump.


Jan 08, 2025 at 03:43 PM

Federal prosecutors said on Wednesday that they planned to hold off on releasing a portion of a report by the special counsel, Jack Smith, detailing his investigation into President-elect Donald J. Trump's refusal to give back a trove of classified documents he took from the White House after leaving office.

But if the Justice Department can overcome a court order blocking the report from coming out, prosecutors said they plan to release a separate volume concerning Mr. Smith's other investigation into Mr. Trump's efforts to overturn his loss in the 2020 election.

The department's decisions -- laid out in a filing to a federal appeals court in Atlanta -- brought a measure of clarity to what amounts to the final chapter of Mr. Smith's work, which began more than two years ago and led to the first federal indictments of a former president in American history.

With all of the charges against Mr. Trump now dismissed, the two-volume report -- only part of which may now see the light of day -- was meant to be Mr. Smith's valedictory word on his efforts to hold Mr. Trump accountable for a remarkable array of criminal allegations.

The Justice Department's steps on Wednesday almost certainly meant that the incoming Trump administration will get to decide whether to release the documents portion of Mr. Smith's report. And that seemed unlikely: Mr. Trump's own lawyers have been fighting its disclosure.

The battle over the report had been building since Mr. Trump was re-elected in November. His victory prompted Mr. Smith to drop both of the cases -- one being heard in Florida, the other in Washington -- under a longstanding Justice Department policy that prohibits pursuing criminal cases against sitting presidents.

But under separate Justice Department regulations, Mr. Smith is still obliged to file a report about his work to Attorney General Merrick B. Garland, explaining why he brought the charges he did and why he did not bring other charges he may have been considering.

In their court filing on Wednesday, prosecutors acknowledged that publicly releasing the volume about the classified documents case was legally problematic. That was because, even though Mr. Trump's role in the matter has ended, the case is still active with regard to his two co-defendants, Walt Nauta and Carlos De Oliveira, and any new revelations about it could harm their efforts to defend themselves.

To avoid that harm, prosecutors said, Mr. Garland had decided, on Mr. Smith's recommendation, not to release the classified documents volume until all proceedings against Mr. Nauta and Mr. De Oliveira were over. That process is likely to continue into Mr. Trump's second term starting on Jan. 20.

At that point, Mr. Trump could pardon the men and end the case altogether. His appointees would then have the power to continue keeping that portion of Mr. Smith's report secret.

Prosecutors said that while Mr. Garland would not make the volume about the documents case public, he did intend to make it available to the chairs and ranking members of the House and Senate Judiciary Committees, except for information that is covered by a grand jury secrecy rule.

It is possible that even the release of the volume on the election interference charges may not contain much in the way of new or revelatory information. That is because in October, Mr. Smith filed an exhaustive 165-page brief laying out the evidence he planned to offer at trial.

The Justice Department regulations on special counsels envision their final reports being "confidential." But it has become common practice for attorneys general to make those reports public with some redactions.

That is what happened to a report about the ties between Russia and Mr. Trump's 2016 campaign led by the special counsel Robert S. Mueller III as well as to the counter-investigation of the Russia inquiry run by the special counsel John H. Durham.

The struggle over Mr. Smith's report began on Monday when Mr. Trump's lawyers and lawyers for Mr. Nauta and Mr. De Oliveira began a multipronged attempt to stop it from coming out. The lawyers said they jumped into action after Mr. Smith's deputies showed them a draft of the report last weekend.

Mr. Trump's lawyers started by writing a letter to Mr. Garland, arguing that the draft they had seen was "one-sided" and "a lawless political stunt, designed to politically harm President Trump." The lawyers also complained that the draft made "baseless attacks on other anticipated members of President Trump's incoming administration."

Moreover, the lawyers told Mr. Garland that Mr. Smith had no authority to file the report at all. In making that claim, they cited a decision by Judge Aileen M. Cannon, who dismissed the classified documents case this summer, ruling -- against decades of precedent -- that Mr. Smith had been unlawfully appointed to his job as special counsel.

Within a day of sending their letter to Mr. Garland, Mr. Trump's legal team changed course, joining forces with lawyers for Mr. Nauta and Mr. De Oliveira in seeking to get a formal court order to stop the report's release from both Judge Cannon and the appeals court that oversees her.

On Tuesday, their efforts paid off when Judge Cannon issued a surprising injunction blocking the report from coming out until the appeals court made its own decision on how to proceed. It was that ruling that prompted prosecutors to file their court papers on Wednesday, laying out how they intend to proceed with the report.

In those papers, prosecutors also asked the appeals court to overturn Judge Cannon's injunction. They argued that she had been wrong when she ruled in July that Mr. Garland had no legal authority to appoint Mr. Smith as special counsel.

The conflict over Mr. Smith's report was only the latest clash between the special counsel's office and Judge Cannon, who has a history of issuing unusual rulings in Mr. Trump's favor. Her decision to temporarily block the report from coming out raised eyebrows among several legal experts who said she had no legal authority to issue the injunction because the documents case was technically in front of the appeals court, not her.

.
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Friedrich St. Florian, Architect of World War II Memorial, Dies at 91

His design was criticized as banal and beneath its subject. It was also praised for fitting seamlessly into hallowed space on the National Mall.

Friedrich St. Florian, with his winning design for the World War II Memorial in 1997. "Monuments are expected to keep remembrance alive," he said. Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times



By Adam Nossiter



Jan 06, 2025 at 05:07 PM

Friedrich St. Florian, an architect whose design for the World War II Memorial on the National Mall in Washington inspired criticism and controversy as well as praise, died on Dec. 18 at his home in Providence, R.I. He was 91.

His death was confirmed by his daughter Alisia.

From the beginning, the memorial itself, its siting on the Mall in proximity to the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial, and Mr. St. Florian's design, all provoked opposition.

The memorial, a bronze and granite monument featuring facing semicircles of 56 pillars decorated with bronze wreaths, and punctuated by two triumphal arches, was criticized as banal, beneath its subject and evoking the fascist dictatorships whose defeat it ostensibly commemorated.

Others praised Mr. St. Florian for a design that fit seamlessly into its hallowed space on the Mall.

The pillars represent the states and territories, and the arches, the two principal theaters of the war. The semicircles of pillars face a pool with a fountain, and 24 bronze bas-reliefs on the entrance balustrades illustrate scenes from the war years, at home and abroad.

Despite all the criticism the memorial is still on the Mall, more than 20 years after its opening, and thousands visit every year. Mr. St. Florian, an immigrant from Austria who was dean of architectural studies at the Rhode Island School of Design from 1978 to 1988, was mostly unfazed by the criticism, though he acknowledged that he was stung by comparisons to the Nazi architect Albert Speer.

"In 20 years, it will be part of this family of great memorials, and nobody will have any arguments about it," he told a New York Times reporter in 2000, as the controversy simmered. Another Times journalist who went to see him in Providence four years later, shortly before the monument's inauguration, reported that the architect "exudes a certain calm and detachment."

In a speech at Kenyon College in 2014, Mr. St. Florian explained that "monuments are expected to keep remembrance alive," adding: "They offer the comfort of a memory transfer, that allows us to forget."

Visitors cooling off at the reflecting pool of the memorial last summer. "In 20 years," Mr. St. Florian said in 2000, "it will be part of this family of great memorials, and nobody will have any arguments about it." Eric Lee/The New York Times


Dietrich Neumann, a professor of architecture and art history at Brown University, who curated a retrospective of Mr. St. Florian's work in 2006, praised him for striving to meet the needs of both context and constituents. "He respected the memorial landscape, and the prevailing taste among those veterans who wanted to feel at home," Mr. Neumann said in an interview, meaning that the style would have been familiar to them from Washington's other monuments.

The criticism, though, was fierce.

Herbert Muschamp, the architecture critic of The New York Times, called Mr. St. Florian's design "seriously flawed," in a 2001 review.

He said it "diminishes the substance of its architectural context," compared the memorial's "modern classical style" to structures erected under "Mussolini, Roosevelt, Stalin and other government leaders in the 1930s," and said it "displays a profound sense of historical amnesia," largely because it substituted a bland vision of triumph, in the critic's view, for insight into the specific, cataclysmic nature of the conflict.

"It is faithful to Ronald Reagan, who confused making combat training movies with actually seeing wartime action," Mr. Muschamp concluded.

A Washington Post critic, Marc Fisher, was no less scathing.

"The National World War II Memorial has the emotional impact of a slab of granite," he wrote. "If it tells any story at all, it is so broad as to be indecipherable."

"Nowhere does it honor the great war's transformational role in our history," Mr. Fisher added, citing the war's unifying effect on a diverse nation. "I had feared that this memorial would be the hodgepodge of cliche and Soviet-style pomposity that it is."

Mr. Neumann countered that there was "a certain humility" in Mr. St. Florian's approach. "It wasn't about making a statement about himself, it was about creating the right building for the conditions."

And Mr. St. Florian's plan drew support from Senator Robert Dole, a World War II veteran; Frederick Smith, chairman of Federal Express; and Tom Hanks, the actor who starred in the World War II movie "Saving Private Ryan."

Mr. St. Florian with a model for the memorial in 2000. Critics assailed the plan as banal, beneath its subject and evoking the fascist dictatorships whose defeat it ostensibly commemorated. Paul Hosefros/The New York Times


Friedrich Florian Gartler was born in Graz, Austria, on Dec. 21, 1932, the son of Friedrich Gartler, a hydraulic engineer, and Maria (Prassl) Gartler. He received a degree in architecture from the Graz University of Technology in 1960. After graduating, he petitioned the Austrian government to alter his name to St. Florian to recall that of a Roman army commander who was martyred for refusing to follow orders targeting Christians.

He won a Fulbright Fellowship in 1961 and came to Columbia University, where he earned a master's degree in urban design. He joined the faculty of the Rhode Island School of Design in 1963 and taught there for over 50 years, as well as at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for a period in the 1970s.

Mr. St. Florian also had a private architecture practice in Providence, and was the principal architect for a major downtown shopping mall, Providence Place, which opened in 1999 and is now in receivership. He placed second in the competition for the Centre Pompidou in Paris, and won for the memorial design in 1996, an event which, as he acknowledged, changed his life and career.

In addition to his daughter Alisia, Mr. St. Florian is survived by his wife, Livia, another daughter, Ilaria, and five grandchildren.

Mr. Neumann, the Brown professor, noted that criticism of the monuments to Jefferson and Washington on the Mall had also been fierce. But "for the long run, for this continuity you want to have, I think he was right."

"He saw the multifaceted needs of this memorial, especially for the veterans," Mr. Neumann continued. "I think he weighed that very carefully."
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Britt Allcroft, Who Brought Thomas the Tank Engine to TV, Dies at 81

She adapted the children's book series to TV, creating a lasting cultural behemoth that spawned movies, merchandise and theme parks.

Britt Allcroft in 1973, more than a decade before "Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends" debuted on British television. C. Woods/Daily Express, via Hulton Archive, via Getty Images



By Isabella Kwai



Jan 03, 2025 at 07:20 PM

Britt Allcroft, a British producer, director and writer who adapted the antics of a cheerful, impetuous locomotive into a TV series, "Thomas & Friends," which became a sprawling franchise and a longtime favorite of children and adults, died on Dec. 25 in Los Angeles. She was 81.

Her death was confirmed by her daughter Holly Wright.

Ms. Allcroft was the driving force behind bringing Thomas the Tank Engine, an animated locomotive first conceived in a series of children's books in the 1940s by the Rev. Wilbert Awdry, to television screens. The series spawned a movie, merchandise and even theme parks, ballooning into a billion-dollar franchise.

Her original adaptation was a live-action production with a small budget that premiered in 1984 on the British channel ITV as "Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends," later shortened to "Thomas & Friends." Audiences were quickly drawn to the show's life lessons packaged with catchy music, lush landscapes and an entertaining ensemble cast of humanlike locomotives. It became a runaway success that aired for more than three decades in the United Kingdom, the United States and elsewhere.

"Children live these days in a fast-paced world, but I don't think children really change," Ms. Allcroft said in a 1995 BBC documentary. "They need in their lives gentleness, comfort. They need fun, and they need stories that, whilst being entertaining for them, also help them interpret the world."

Ms. Allcroft first encountered the series while researching a documentary on railroads. Earlier attempts to adapt the books to TV had faltered, but she pushed for the rights, envisioning a series with a narrator who hewed closely to the original books.

Her conviction led her to finance much of it herself, even mortgaging her house, she said in a 1995 interview with Australia's "60 Minutes."

As for the narrator, Ms. Allcroft had been searching for the right voice when she heard it on television: "I walked into the room and Ringo Starr was being interviewed on a chat show," she said.

The former member of the Beatles became the first in a long line of stars to narrate the franchise, among them Michael Angelis, George Carlin, Alec Baldwin and Pierce Brosnan.

"This was a woman pioneering the TV industry in the early 80s, and it was mostly male dominated," said Brannon Carty, the director of "An Unlikely Fandom," a 2023 documentary on the series' enduring appeal. "She had all these things going against her which would make the average person give up," he said. "Despite all that, she took the lead."

The series found its way to American children in 1989, when Ms. Allcroft took it to PBS in the form of a spinoff series, "Shining Time Station," which included clips from the British version of the show.

"She was a very good businesswoman," said Rick Siggelkow, a television producer who collaborated with Ms. Allcroft. "She had a vision, and she had this intuitive understanding of children. She would just forge ahead."

Some executives were at first skeptical that the show would be a success, Mr. Siggelkow said, but Ms. Allcroft believed that children would be drawn to a slower-paced tale that had the intimacy of a bedtime story.

"There was a gentleness to Thomas that was really very different from everything else that was on the air," he said in an interview. 

"Shining Time Station" became a hit with American children, winning PBS some 1.2 million viewers -- rivaling that of "Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood," according to The New York Times in 1991. The series was also aired internationally, seeding a global commercial demand for merchandise, from toys and train sets to posters and puzzles.

"Thomas & Friends" is now one of the world's largest toy and television franchises for preschoolers, with analysts estimating annual global retail sales of more than $1 billion in 2016. Mattel bought Hit Entertainment, the British owner of Thomas, in 2012 as part of a $680 million deal.

After some criticism that the show's characters lacked diversity, recent adaptations of the Thomas world, both onscreen and in merchandise, have added locomotives from Brazil, China, India and Mexico.

The franchise made it to the big screen with the 2000 film "Thomas and the Magic Railroad." A separate, animated version of the series, "Thomas and Friends: All Engines Go," aired on the Cartoon Network in 2021. A second film is in the works, according to Mattel.

A scene from the 2000 movie "Thomas and the Magic Railroad." AJ Pics/Alamy 

Ms. Allcroft on set with Alec Baldwin in 2000. Karen Steyr/Destination/Gullane Pics/Kobal, via Shutterstock


Ms. Allcroft at a screening of "Thomas and the Magic Railroad" in London's Leicester Square in 2000. William Conran/PA Images, via Getty Images


Britt Allcroft was born on Dec. 14, 1943, in West Sussex, England, before moving to London.

When she was 16, she developed an interest in local theater and the work that went on behind the scenes. Ms. Allcroft joined the B.B.C. when she was 19, presenting on shows that included "Blue Peter," of which she later moved to the production team.

In the early 1970s, she moved to Southern Television and later formed her own company, Britt Allcroft Productions, through which she created television and stage shows while working at local television stations.

At the end of the decade, she was hired to make a short documentary on British steam trains and recalled the books from her youth.

She was married to Angus Wright, a television producer who worked closely with her in developing "Thomas & Friends" for the screen. They divorced in 1997.

In addition to her daughter, her survivors include a son and grandchildren.

The show's longevity, enduring through generations, has made it a nostalgic favorite for adults as well. In recent years, online communities have cropped up to celebrate the show and even create their own model versions of beloved episodes.

When Ms. Allcroft attended a screening of the 2023 documentary, "people were cheering and screaming" for her, said Mr. Carty, the director. "It was like the Super Bowl in there when she walked out."

Ultimately, Ms. Allcroft said in the documentary, she wanted her world to be an escape.

"I wanted to make it so that any little child watching could feel that that's where they could go," she said. "That they weren't alone, and they were comforted and that they were inspired."

Emmett Lindner contributed reporting.
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9 European Exhibitions Worth Traveling for in 2025

From big shows in London and Amsterdam to a Cezanne tribute in the south of France, these art experiences will be worth the journey.

Paul Cezanne's "Nature morte au plat de cerises" will be on display in Aix-en-Provence, France. Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Gift of Adele R. Levy Fund, Inc., and Mr. and Mrs. Armand S. Deutsch - 2024 Museum Associates / LACMA. Licenciee par Dist. GrandPalaisRmn / image LACMA
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Jan 02, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Leigh Bowery

Tate Modern, London

 Dick Jewell


Note the exclamation mark in the title: "Leigh Bowery!" at Tate Modern (Feb. 27 through Aug. 31) is the first large-scale exhibition to present the multidisciplinary output that was the work and too-short-life of the boy from suburban Sunshine, Australia, who out-weirded the colorful 1980s London club scene. Bowery is best known for his fabulously outre costumes: oversized bulging eyes and painted smiles, wigs of inflated spikes, bedazzled masks, baroque bustiers, sky-high platforms, PVC, bondage gear, tulle, feathers ... You name it, he wore it.

This avant-garde garb, which he wore to London's chicest deviant venues (including the famously "polysexual" club Taboo, where he mingled with Boy George, John Galliano and George Michael), has influenced countless haute-couture runway shows since Bowery died from an AIDS-related-illness in 1994, at age 33. But Bowery was a brilliant polymath, whose work included performance, live art, dance, music, modeling, television and club promotion. His larger-than-life persona knew no confines; art and life were one and the same. The Tate Modern show will consider all these facets together and promises a beautiful, wild ride through Bowery's eclectic, boundary-breaking oeuvre.



Suzanne Valadon

Pompidou Center, Paris

 Centre Pompidou, MNAM-CCI/Jacqueline Hyde/ Dist. GrandPalaisRmn


Before she shocked turn-of-the-century Paris audiences as the first European woman artist to present a full-length male nude, Suzanne Valadon waited tables, made funeral wreaths, sold vegetables, and flew through the air as a circus acrobat. A fall ended her trapeze career when she was just 15, leading her to the studios of Montmartre's most prolific artists, where she found employment as a model for Impressionist luminaries including Edgar Degas, Berthe Morisot, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec and more.

It was Degas who encouraged Valadon to pick up a brush and move to the other side of the canvas, and Toulouse-Lautrec who nicknamed her Suzanne (she was born Marie-Clementine) after the bathing biblical maiden famously ogled by lecherous elders. Valadon made the name her own and became the author, rather than the subject, of hundreds of striking portraits. The most notable are her women: self-possessed and in casual repose, unidealized and unbothered by being beheld. The Pompidou Center is mounting a vast retrospective (Jan. 15 through May 26), including new archival material that paints a picture of Valadon's plucky and pioneering personal life.



Anselm Kiefer

Stedelijk and Van Gogh Museums, Amsterdam

 Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam


"Sag mir wo die Blumen sind" implores the poetic title of a sprawling Anselm Kiefer exhibition that will span two of Amsterdam's most prestigious institutions: the Stedelijk Museum and the Van Gogh Museum (March 7 through June 9). The show takes its title from the German version of Pete Seeger's antiwar folk ballad, "Where Have All the Flowers Gone?" -- made popular by Marlene Dietrich at a UNICEF gala in 1962 -- and presents work old and new by Kiefer, whose oeuvre reckons with memory, ruins, history, war, mythology and landscape.

A new, 80-foot site-specific installation of the same name will occupy the grand staircase of the Stedelijk, while its galleries present new and never-before-seen Kiefer works from the museum's impressive collection alongside other highlights from the artist's 60-year career. A two-minute walk away, the Van Gogh Museum will be focusing on Kiefer's relationship with the Dutch painter van Gogh's life and art, juxtaposing works by the two, including their many blooming offerings: sunflowers and more sunflowers, representing life and death, prospering and decay, with art as the eternal bridge between the two.



'The Angel of History'

Bode Museum, Berlin

 The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Elie Posner


The Swiss artist Paul Klee painted many angels throughout his life. Angels ascending, angels descending, angels serving breakfast; weeping, forgetful, vigilant, doubting, full of hope. His most famous is the "Angelus Novus" (1920), now commonly known as the "Angel of History," a name assigned to it by the philosopher Walter Benjamin, who owned the unique print and considered it his most prized possession. Benjamin wrote of the angel -- a curly-haired seraph in sepia tones, arms raised in excitement or alarm -- as facing the past while being driven toward the future by a storm too strong for his wings to beat against: the storm of progress.

Klee and Benjamin both died in 1940: Klee, stateless, and who had scleroderma, a rare autoimmune disease, drew angels in his dying days; Benjamin died by suicide after fearing capture by the Nazis at France's border with Spain. At the Bode Museum, "The Angel of History" (May 8 through July 13), places the "Angelus Novus" alongside other angels struck by damage and disaster, including a reproduction of Caravaggio's 1602 "St. Matthew and the Angel," destroyed in Berlin in 1945, and screenings of Wim Wenders' "Wings of Desire" (1987), whose pensive spirits look down on the divided city.



James Turrell

ARoS; Aarhus, Denmark

 Mads Smidstrup, ARoS


If you don't think you'll make it to James Turrell's Roden Crater in the Arizona desert during this lifetime, you might still get to Aarhus, Denmark, just under three hours' train journey from Copenhagen. There, the land artist known for his luminous works is unveiling "The Dome, a Skyspace," a new, permanent installation at ARoS Museum that is set to open sometime in 2025.

The vast structure, 50 feet high by 130 feet wide, has been under construction for more than 10 years. When finished, it will be the most ambitious of Turrell's "Skyspaces": total environments that are simple in structure (containing only seating, lighting and a window to the sky above) but sublime in their perception-altering power. At ARoS, visitors will enter an enormous dome via a series of snaking corridors glowing with golden light. Ushered into the vaulted space, with its overhead oculus like a giant eye, you can stand, sit or lie on the ground and watch a beam of natural light pass around the space as the walls shift in hue, bathed in artificial light -- pink, blue, green and white, each color introducing a new relationship to the sky outside. You'll have to see it to believe it.



'When We See Us: A Century of Black Figuration in Painting'

Bozar, Brussels

 Kudzanai-Violet Hwami


Hot on the heels of her announcement as curator of the 2026 Venice Art Biennale, Koyo Kouoh is bringing her exhibition "When We See Us: A Century of Black Figuration in Painting" to Bozar, Brussels (Feb. 7 through Aug. 10). The Cameroonian-born curator and her team at Zeitz MoCAA, the Cape Town museum that she has run since 2019, have put together a rich and varied exhibition that includes works by over 120 artists who address how people from Africa and its diaspora have been represented during the past century.

The show's name riffs on Ava Duvernay's 2019 Netflix series about the Central Park Five, a group of Black and Latino teenagers wrongfully accused of rape and assault in 1989. But where Duvernay's title had "they" -- "When They See Us" -- Kouoh substitutes "We," inviting the viewer to see this way, too. The show is organized around themes including sensuality, spirituality, joy, revelry and emancipation. Different names will be familiar to different viewers (I jump at any chance to see work by the Sudanese modernist innovator Ibrahim El-Salahi), but no doubt it's the panoply, the many arrayed together, that will move most.



Venice Architecture Biennale

Venice

 Jacopo Salvi, La Biennale di Venezia


To the beautiful but sinking city, Carlo Ratti, the curator of Venice's 19th International Architecture Biennale, brings "intelligens" (May 10 through Nov. 23), an exhibition that considers how architecture can harness natural, artificial and collective intelligence to combat climate change. "To face a burning world, architecture must harness all the intelligence around us," Ratti said when he was announced in the role, adding that the building industry was one of the biggest contributors to atmospheric emissions and urgently needed to change.

Is it too late? Can we adapt? Alongside displays that will highlight some possible solutions -- ranging from reviving traditional building practices to A.I. that saves instead of spends energy -- the 2025 Architecture Biennale aims to live up to its own "circular economy manifesto," reducing waste to focus on sustainability. Ratti's show will be complemented by 29 national pavilions, only a few of which have been announced -- but it's safe to anticipate (or even to hope) that they will follow his lead and look to the future, whatever it may bring.



Cezanne

Musee Granet; Aix-en-Provence, France

 M. Fraisset


You've seen it, or some aspect, in dozens of paintings by Paul Cezanne, whether you know it or not: the Jas de Bouffan, a large country house and farm just outside Aix-en-Provence, which the artist's father bought in 1859. The stately 18th-century house, with its cream-colored facade, blue shutters and sloping terra-cotta tiled roof, is where Cezanne worked for 40 years and it appears in many of his paintings -- near, far, obscured by thickets of trees. Sometimes it's a view from the house, of chestnut tree alleys, shady paths and golden fields. Other times, the house hosts friends for portraits, or its grounds give rise to imagined views, like bucolic gatherings of nude bathers.

This summer at the Musee Granet, the exhibition "Cezanne au Jas de Bouffan" (June 28 through Oct. 12) will gather 100 paintings, drawings and watercolors to show the special relationship the artist had with his family home and its environs in the south of France. As part of a citywide tribute to Cezanne taking place across Aix-en-Provence, you can also visit the newly renovated house itself and the painter's final studio, Les Lauves, where he worked from 1901 until his death in 1906, and see what Cezanne saw.



Fra Angelico

Palazzo Strozzi and Museo di San Marco, Florence

 Fra Angelico, The Last Judgment (detail); Florence, Museo di San Marco. Courtesy of the Italian Ministry of Culture.


After his death in 1455, they called the unassuming artist known as Fra Angelico "the Angelic Painter." Vasari's "Lives of the Artists" describes this painter of impossibly delicate and luminous religious scenes as "a rare and perfect talent" who was "so humble and modest in all that he did and said, and whose pictures were painted with such facility and piety."

As is so often the case with early-15th-century artists in Italy, only bits and pieces of Fra Angelico's biography are known: Born Guido di Petro circa 1395, he joined the Dominican Order at a young age, possibly trained with an illuminator, and moved monasteries many times. But his output was prolific and he quickly acquired a reputation for his astonishing mastery of perspective, and for his ethereal figures limned with gold. "Angelico" (Sept. 26 through Jan. 25, 2026), a joint affair between the Palazzo Strozzi and the Museo di San Marco (which includes a still-operating Dominican monastery that houses Fra Angelico's most famous frescoes), brings together pieces by the pious painter that have been dispersed for more than 200 years.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/02/arts/design/exhibitions-europe-2025.html
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Critic's Notebook


Artists Tried to Activate Voters With Billboard Art. Did It Work?

For Freedoms' billboards could surprise, comfort or confuse. Now the group is asking, Where do we go from here?

Ai Weiwei's "Question Mark" billboard in Knoxville, Tenn., was among hundreds commissioned by For Freedoms to encourage civic engagement. But can you measure if, and how, someone has been affected by a work of public art?



By Travis Diehl
Reporting from Los Angeles and Philadelphia


Jan 08, 2025 at 02:29 PM

On Nov. 6, the day after the presidential election, the artist Hank Willis Thomas was at his studio in Brooklyn. His production assistants were poring over tables strewed with blobby red white and blue silk-screen prints of the words "Fragile/ Democracy / Handle With Care" in capital letters.

The design is one of Thomas's many riffs on familiar phrases, meant to spur voters toward civic engagement. One version of the print ran on the cover of The New York Times Sunday Opinion section on Nov. 3. Another raised $18,000 in an online auction to benefit the Democrat Kamala Harris's presidential bid. Several are on sale, for $10,000, to support For Freedoms, an artist-run group Thomas helped found.

Dancing between art, philanthropy and activism, For Freedoms addresses issues including racism, misogyny, violence and free speech, most visibly by commissioning artists to make billboards. They hope their imagery will provoke questions in people who see them.

It has been a Trump-era affair. For Freedoms began as a temporary artist-run super PAC timed to the 2016 presidential contest. After Donald J. Trump won that election, they reorganized as two corporations, one a nonprofit. They've since grown adept at fund-raising, coalition building, branding and publicity. The list of their partners, friends and funders has more than 1,000 names, among them the philanthropists Andrea Soros, daughter of George Soros; Agnes Gund, a Museum of Modern Art board member; and Alicia Keys, the musician. They've broadcast their messages on more than 500 billboards across all 50 states, from urban centers to prairies.

And with Trump's imminent return to office with solid margins, what now for the group?

"I feel confused," Thomas told me in his studio in Brooklyn. "I guess I feel a little bit let down. But I also feel responsible. I think some of us want democracy and liberation and community to be easy. Some of us think that the truth is good enough." He continued, "It's a time for reflection and re-evaluation."

But how do you evaluate something as subjective and mercurial as billboard art?

The For Freedoms Congress held a procession through the Los Angeles County Museum of Art in September, with artists, cultural institutions and civic leaders who were working to transform the political landscape through artist-led discourse and action. Mark Abramson for The New York Times


For Freedoms' founders, who include Wyatt Gallery, 49; Eric Gottesman, 48; Michelle Woo, 40; and Taylor Brock, 31, describe their organization as anti-partisan, despite individual members' leanings. "We've never really positioned ourselves as anti-Trump," Thomas said, although he concedes "people might imply that or assume that." Their group name refers to Franklin D. Roosevelt's "Four Freedoms"(freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want and freedom from fear).

Yet they sync their campaigns to national elections, in part to build on people's sense of urgency. In 2024, they collaborated with the advocacy group Movement Voter Fund and the Center for Contemporary Documentation to mount new and old billboard designs in 25 cities, primarily in swing states, including Pittsburgh, Detroit and Charlotte, N.C.

I first interviewed members of For Freedoms in September, ahead of their public convening for donors and partners at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The mood was more sanguine. The insider crowd at the opening party at a modernist house in Baldwin Hills included a healer, a graphic novelist, a magician, a rapper. People in the For Freedoms orbit spoke in terms of "other kinds of currency," like love, time, positivity and culture.

For Freedoms' ethos of civic engagement and question-raising -- and their nonprofit status -- prevents them from engaging specific candidates or parties. Indeed, a persistent criticism is that their artistic approach evades urgent issues in favor of abstract or anodyne statements.

"I ran into this quite a few times in this campaign, actually, about this frustration with a lack of urgency -- I wholeheartedly agree 10 million percent," Brock said two weeks after the election, adding that For Freedoms tries to think in longer arcs than current events.

Should a Billboard Provoke Anger, Even Fear?

"Make America Great Again," a controversial billboard commissioned by For Freedoms in Pearl, Miss., 2016. Some viewers were confused, and even angry, about its intent; It overlaid a Trump slogan on a photo of police threatening demonstrators. Spider Martin and For Freedoms; via For Freedoms; photo by Wyatt Gallery.


Thomas, 48, told me that when his group pictures success, they recall a CNN headline from 2016 about a For Freedoms sign: "Mississippi residents unsure of controversial billboards intent."

"That's the sweet spot," Thomas said.

The billboard, designed by Thomas and Wyatt Gallery, overlaid Trump's slogan, "Make America Great Again," on a civil rights-era photograph by Spider Martin of police menacing Black demonstrators in Selma, Ala. Residents who saw the billboard weren't just confused -- some contacted For Freedoms to express anger or fear. The billboard was removed ahead of schedule.

Eight years later, the group is more careful -- they say they're conscious that they're outsiders to the communities where their billboards appear. They've developed a series of panel discussions they call town halls (they've held over 300) where they answer questions about their messages or discuss challenges like food insecurity.

For Freedoms used to have a phone hotline, and people used it. Now, their audience offers feedback on Instagram. The majority of online comments are positive; there are mounds of encouraging emojis. The criticisms can be withering. One Instagram user ridiculed a sign about a historical Black train porters' union in Los Angeles: "Worst billboard ever created. I saw this today while driving. The text is small and doesn't get your message across. This is some type of pretentious tax scam."

Other comments from the last year or so decry the organization's lack of a clear stance on the war in Gaza and its mounting civilian toll. In October 2023, For Freedoms reposted a photo of a billboard by Christine Wong Yap, installed in Omaha in 2020. "How Do You Keep Your Heart Open?" it asked, in crisp handwritten letters. Nykelle DeVivo, an artist living in San Diego, excoriated the post in the comments. "Humanism isn't the answer to colonialism/white supremacy," DeVivo wrote. "Get your neoliberal head out of your ass."

In an interview, DeVivo described a split between a "new guard" of artists "that are more for burning it down or for creating new systems, versus trying to find ways to find peace within what the structures already are." DeVivo underscored their respect for For Freedoms -- in 2017, they participated in a digital project the group co-produced. But if there's money for billboards, DeVivo said, "there's also the funding to do more radical messaging. But I feel like that would interrupt their funding sources."

Access to 'The Medicis of Our Time'

Eric Gottesman, a co-founder of For Freedoms, in Los Angeles at LACMA. Rather than didactic explanation about art and politics, billboards "provide a way for people to have conversations about it." Mark Abramson for The New York Times


The members of For Freedoms acknowledge the contradictions their project navigates. They solicit money for ad campaigns with subjective outcomes, encouraging civic engagement in ways that convey both nuance and mass appeal.

They even have mixed feelings about billboards as a medium. "Our attention is being grabbed by advertisers, by people trying to point us to do something, or buy something, or vote for something," Gottesman said. For Freedoms tries to co-opt those blaring ad spaces. As he put it, "That's an essentially artistic question. How do you participate in flawed systems, of which you are critical?"

We met one afternoon at Pace Gallery in Los Angeles in one of James Turrell's signature sky rooms, a rectangular space with a retractable roof offering views subtly altered by LEDs. Outside in the courtyard, fashionable guests gathered for a preview of For Freedoms' new monograph, "Where Do We Go From Here?," which catalogs their U.S. billboards through 2023.

Early on, Gottesman said, he and Thomas realized that the art world afforded them "access to the Medicis of our time." (Thomas is the son of the critic, Deborah Willis, and is married to Rujeko Hockley, a curator at the Whitney Museum of American Art.)

Gottesman, who is ready with talking points, said For Freedoms pushes against "the perception that art is elitist. I mean, here we sit." He gestured toward the skylight. "I think the way to mitigate that is to provide context, and not didactic explanation, but to provide a way for people to have conversations" about art.

I asked Gottesman how For Freedoms measures the success of its projects, particularly the billboards. "This question of impact or metrics or whatever. It comes up all the time," he said. Funders want to know what their money accomplishes. "Initially my answer was like, screw you for asking," he said. "We know art works. You wanna know how it works? Like, you measure it. But I'm becoming a little bit more nuanced about it."

Michelle Woo, a cultural producer for For Freedoms, and Eric Gottesman, an artist -- both founders of For Freedoms -- at the organization's Congress in Los Angeles last fall. Mark Abramson for The New York Times


Measuring Art's Impact

Billboard companies offer metrics like "eyeballs" on your ad. Online, you can measure clicks and attention. Museums can tally visitors. But how do you determine if, and how, someone has been affected by a work of art?

For Freedoms has tried. The group commissioned studies run by the think tanks Perception Institute, in 2018, and More in Common, in 2020. (A third study is in progress, Gottesman said.) These studies queried groups of U.S. adults, including self-identified liberals, conservatives and independents, and asked them to respond to For Freedoms materials, including billboard designs.

Perception Institute's study had 2,869 participants. Those shown For Freedoms materials reported the intention to vote at a higher rate than those shown images from the feminist activist group Guerrilla Girls, the artist Barbara Kruger and Rock the Vote, a nonprofit aimed at boosting turnout among young voters.

Rachel Godsil, a founder of Perception Institute who worked on the For Freedoms study, underscored that the intent to vote is a strong indicator of actual voting. But she also pointed out that other measures found no meaningful impact. For example, the summary of the report, which Godsil shared, notes that "the content of the campaigns did not have a significant effect on attitudes toward the arts in politics."

The roughly 100 participants in the More in Common study were shown For Freedoms content including billboards and social media posts and asked to respond.

Reactions varied, especially concerning abstract statements and visuals. The billboard by Christine Wong Yap -- remounted in 2024 in Chicago during the Democratic National Convention -- that asked "How do you keep your heart open?" appealed to survey participants; whereas another phrase, by Christine Sun Kim, "Why Doubt My Experience," raised questions.

Christine Sun Kim's public art message, in Hartford, Conn., asks, "Why Doubt My Experience ?." Some were confused by the message, but members of the deaf community understood. Christine Sun Kim; via For Freedoms; Photo by Colin Miller


"What we saw from people is they don't really know who this billboard is referring to and whose experience is being doubted," said Coco Xu, who worked on the More in Common study. "A lot of times people just wanted more context." While many "were also intrigued by the different billboards and visuals," she added, "there is a sizable minority who is just confused."

Kim, the Korean American artist, who is deaf, shared in an email that the billboard reflected personal frustrations. "When I call someone out as an ableist or racist, those around us often respond, 'Oh, they would never do that. Maybe it's just a misunderstanding.' This constant doubt in my words is exhausting and consuming."

She added that, on social media, her billboards "resonated with people, especially deaf Americans."

Feeling a Little More Powerful

"Love Over Rules," 2024, a billboard by Leslie Willis Lowry and Hank Willis Thomas, near Philadelphia. Leslie Willis Lowry and Hank Willis Thomas; via For Freedoms; Photo by Clifford Pickett


Two days after the election, I drove from New York to Philadelphia to see a billboard by Thomas and Leslie Willis Lowery, his aunt. I wanted to see For Freedoms' work in public. Although I had its location, I missed it on the first pass. On the second, I spotted it -- backlit by the sun setting behind the skyline: looping, white-on-white script, styled like neon, that reads, "Love Over Rules."

Thomas has used the phrase several times over the years, including in public neon signs, to commemorate his cousin and roommate, Songha Willis, who was murdered in 2000 outside a Philadelphia nightclub. "Love Over Rules" were among Willis's last words. It's an intensely personal message for the artist. It may resonate differently, or not at all, with viewers passing in their cars.

I pulled into the arts district where the billboard stood in an empty lot. None of the employees I spoke with at a brewery with a slim view of the billboard had noticed it. One pointed out that Pennsylvania gets a lot of political ads in election years. He'd gotten pretty good at ignoring them.

On For Freedoms' Instagram I found a fan. RJ Rushmore commended the Philadelphia billboard -- he saw it every day. He was also familiar with Thomas and For Freedoms; Thomas had contributed an image to a series of unsanctioned phone booth ads installed by Rushmore's own collective, Art in Ad Places. "You're calling to ask about what is it like to see in person," he said. "I don't know if that's the most important thing." On social media, he said, the billboards have an outsize reach.

But what if, rather than sparking conversations, For Freedoms is mostly bolstering what people already think? That's important too, said the Guerrilla Girls member known as Kathe Kollwitz.

"With this giant billboard, everyone sort of feels a little more powerful," Kollwitz added, "if it's speaking to you about something you care about." (Guerrilla Girls has produced many billboards since the 1980s, and two with For Freedoms in 2018 and 2020.)

The artists behind the billboards generally agree that more public art never hurts. "I used to be pretty anti-billboard," Wong Yap told me. "I came of age in the 90s and I was reading 'Adbusters,'" a seminal culture-jamming magazine. But the media landscape has changed, she said. "There's so much at stake right now in this particular moment. We don't have the luxury of being picky about the tools that we use."

For Freedoms has branched out into online videos, public forums and publishing. But the group says it will keep making billboards. For one thing, they said, journalists love them.
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critic's notebook


The Worst Golden Globes Fashion Trend

Enough with the retro throwback nostalgia -- Hollywood needs to be less conservative on the red carpet.

Zendaya in a Louis Vuitton gown made in homage to the 1950s Black artist Joyce Bryant. Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press



By Vanessa Friedman



Jan 06, 2025 at 01:37 PM

Hollywood may be a famously liberal town, but it is starting to look increasingly conservative. Or so it seemed at the Golden Globes, the first official red carpet and communal fashion pageant of the year -- and thus theoretically the pacesetter for 2025, or at least the 2025 award season.

The biggest trend of the night wasn't the usual stars dressing like statuettes, though there was a lot of that (hello, Mindy Kaling in Ashi Studio and Mikey Madison in Bottega Veneta) or stars dressing to match the carpet (see Dakota Fanning in Tony Ward and Emma Stone in Louis Vuitton). Rather the most notable trend was a retro classicism that made the event look like a cosplay convention for Olde Tinsel Town. Forget throwback Thursday; think send-me-back Sunday.

Ariana Grande set the tone by doing her best Audrey Hepburn impression in a buttery silk 1966 Givenchy couture column (the 1960s being the height of the Hepburn-Hubert fashion partnership).

Then there was Selena Gomez channeling Jackie Kennedy in ice blue Prada and a stylized bob; Nicole Kidman and Margaret Qualley with enormous Catherine Deneuve bouffant ponytails, the better to set off their Balenciaga and Chanel gowns; and Elle Fanning and Monica Barbaro in newfangled Balmain and Dior versions of oldfangled 1950s ball gowns. Not to mention Pamela Anderson in a very Madame X Oscar de la Renta and matching black opera gloves, opera gloves being one of the most popular accessories of the night.

Nicole Kidman Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press

Ariana Grande Caroline Brehman/EPA, via Shutterstock


Selena Gomez and the "Emilia Perez" team Amy Sussman/Getty Images


By the time Zendaya, normally one of the most adventurous dressers on any carpet, appeared in a strapless satin Louis Vuitton column gown with matching overskirt made in homage to the 1950s Black artist Joyce Bryant, it was clear that something ... um, nostalgic was going on. And that's not even counting the sea of traditional tuxes in the room.

Surely this has something to do with a well-documented Hollywood neurosis about looking silly that was born in the last century when Joan Rivers unleashed her inner Chihuahua on the denizens of the red carpet, the worst-dressed list emerged and the stylist became the new power broker in the fashion-film industrial complex.

Now, despite the numerous brand ambassadorships that link celebrities and fashion designers, most designers create at the will of those stylists, whose primary goal is to serve the comfort of their client. And what is more comfortable than eschewing one's own taste to role-play like a Pinterest board collaged with style stars of the past? Zendaya's gown would never have been recognizable as Vuitton if she wasn't officially a face of the brand.

But part of the trend is probably also connected to the mood of the moment and the promise (and fears) of the incoming presidential administration, with its bombastic, celluloid reverence for the days of yore when America -- and Hollywood -- ruled the world and men wore ties and women wore pointy bras and (yes) gloves. Well, it's happening politically. Why not sartorially? Besides, when you aren't sure what's coming, it's safest to retreat to the surety of the past, especially when bathed in the soft-focus glow of the dream machine.

The problem is, while these women and men all looked plenty glamorous, with many of them making assorted best-dressed lists, they didn't look modern. They didn't even look as if they were having all that much fun with fashion. Nothing about these styles challenged established norms of dress, or created new ones.

Maybe the red carpet isn't the place for that. Maybe that's the job of the runway. But given the increasingly interdependent relationship between fashion and film (embodied this time around by Saint Laurent, which not only produced "Emilia Perez," but also dressed the stars Zoe Saldana and Karla Sofia Gascon), that seems more and more like a false dichotomy. Part of the job of the red carpet is to translate the interesting parts of the runway for semi-real life.

Save for a few outlier experimentalists -- Ayo Edebiri, who seemed delighted to find herself in a Loewe trouser suit with extra-long gold feather tie; Ali Wong in shredded red Balenciaga with her hair down and her signature dark-frame glasses; Jeremy Strong in a jade-green Loro Piana suit with matching bucket hat and glasses that made him look like a leprechaun tycoon -- that didn't happen.

Ayo Edebiri Earl Gibson III/Penske Media, via Getty Images


Ali Wong Amy Sussman/Getty Images

Jeremy Strong Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


Sure, those looks were weird. But they weren't remotely retro and they were memorable in the ear-worm way that wiggles into the cerebral cortex, marinates for a while and then starts to influence fashion writ large. They had the courage of their own convictions.

If the Globes, at which the biggest awards of the evening went to the indie and the edgy -- "Emilia Perez" and "The Brutalist," as well as the come-from-behind best actress and actor wins of Demi Moore for "The Substance" and Sebastian Stan for "A Different Man" -- reflected anything, it was the power and value that comes from daring to be different and to pursue a singular vision.

Here's hoping that, as the rest of the red carpets unfurl in the run-up to the Oscars, people start dressing to match.
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Ozempic, Lego Bricks and Hearing Aids: What Trump's Greenland Plan Could Hit

Putting tariffs on Denmark unless it cedes the island of Greenland could hurt access to a few key products, including popular medicines.

Ozempic is manufactured at a Novo Nordisk factory in Denmark. The drug is among the Danish products that are popular in America. Charlotte de la Fuente for The New York Times



By Ana Swanson and Jenny Gross
Ana Swanson reported from Washington, and Jenny Gross reported from Brussels.


Jan 08, 2025 at 05:22 PM

President-elect Donald J. Trump has threatened tariffs on many countries for many different reasons.

On Monday, he found a new purpose for his favorite economic tool. Mr. Trump said he would "tariff Denmark at a very high level" if it refused to allow Greenland -- a North American island that is an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of Denmark -- to become part of the United States.

"They should give it up, because we need it for national security," Mr. Trump said of Greenland. 

Denmark, which has a smaller population than New York City, is not a huge trading partner for the United States. The country -- a U.S. ally and a NATO member -- sent the United States more than $11 billion worth of goods in 2023, just a tiny slice of more than $3 trillion of imports. The United States, in turn, sends Denmark more than $5 billion in goods, including industrial machinery, computers, aircraft and scientific instruments.

But despite its small size, Denmark, which handles Greenland's foreign and security affairs, is home to some products that are very well-loved in America, goods that could become more expensive if Mr. Trump follows through with heavy tariffs. According to the Observatory of Economic Complexity, a trade data platform, roughly half of Denmark's recent exports to the United States are packaged medicines, insulin, vaccines and antibiotics.

That's largely because the country is home to Novo Nordisk, the maker of Ozempic and Wegovy, the popular weight-loss drugs. The company is so important to the Danish economy -- it has recently accounted for half of Denmark's private sector job growth and all of the country's economic growth -- that some have branded Denmark a "pharmastate."

Novo Nordisk is increasing its U.S. production to meet the soaring demand for its GLP-1 weight loss products. The company does not specify publicly how much of its products are exported, but it produces drugs in Denmark and the United States for the U.S. market.

A spokesperson for Novo Nordisk said in a statement that they were following the situation closely but would not comment on hypotheticals and speculation.

Gilberto Garcia, the chief economist at Datawheel and a member of the Observatory of Economic Complexity team, said that Denmark's exports of immunological products, which includes drugs like Ozempic, have been "growing exponentially."

Denmark is also the leading supplier to the United States of hearing aids, he said.

Beyond medicines, Denmark also sends the United States medical instruments, fish fillets, pig meat, coal tar oil, petroleum and baked goods, among other products, according to the OEC.

And notably, for many children (and adults) Denmark is home to Lego Group, the world's largest toymaker.

It's not clear how much Lego exports directly from Denmark to the United States -- the company serves much of the U.S. market from a factory in Mexico, as well as a new carbon-neutral facility in Virginia. It also manufactures the toy bricks in factories in Hungary, the Czech Republic, China and Vietnam, as well as Denmark. Lego did not respond to requests for comment.

But Lego, like other multinational companies that have global supply chains shuffling raw materials and products around the world, could see its business disrupted by tariffs. Mr. Trump has threatened to put levies on products coming into the United States from Mexico, China and other countries globally, in addition to Denmark.

Mr. Trump's threats to claim Greenland came in a rambling news conference in which the president-elect also suggested retaking the Panama Canal and making Canada an American state, all statements that riled foreign leaders.

Mr. Trump argued on Tuesday that U.S. ownership of Greenland was a national security issue, given the paths charted by Russian and Chinese ships.

"Greenland belongs to the people of Greenland," Greenland's prime minister, Mute Egede wrote on Facebook Tuesday. "Our future and fight for independence is our business."

On Wednesday, a spokesman for the European Commission called Mr. Trump's comments about seizing Greenland as "hypothetical." When asked about tariff threats, the spokesman said that the European Commission had been preparing for all possible implications of a Trump presidency on trade in Europe.

Jacob Funk Kirkegaard, a senior fellow in Brussels at the Peterson Institute for International Economics, said that few politicians in Europe take what Mr. Trump says literally.

"This is an outrageous demand," Mr. Kirkegaard said of Mr. Trump's threats to take Greenland. "The only way you can logically think of it is that by making this outrageous demand, Trump is going to get some concessions he otherwise wouldn't have gotten."

Mr. Kirkegaard said that should Mr. Trump follow through with his threat to implement tariffs on Denmark, he could expect an E.U.-wide response. "This idea that he can pressure Denmark as a single member state of the E.U., to offer policy concession by threatening tariffs, is going to invite retaliation from all of the E.U."

Mr. Trump put tariffs into effect on numerous countries and hundreds of billions of dollars of goods in his first term. But other tariff threats never materialized, and it's not clear how many of his new threats he will follow through on.

On Tuesday, the president-elect also reiterated a threat to put "very serious tariffs" on Mexico and Canada, complained about the U.S. trade deficit with Canada and the European Union, and floated an idea to rename the Gulf of Mexico "the Gulf of America."
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Rate-Cut Decision Was Narrow, Fed Minutes Show

Stubborn inflation, and potential tariffs, make future rate cuts uncertain.

The Federal Reserve building in Washington. Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times



By Ben Casselman



Jan 08, 2025 at 08:36 PM

Federal Reserve officials cut interest rates as expected last month. But minutes from their December meeting suggest that the decision was a close call -- and that there is no guarantee policymakers will lower rates again anytime soon.

The minutes of the central bank's Dec. 17-18 meeting, released on Wednesday, showed that most Fed officials still expected to cut rates eventually. But they also showed that policymakers were concerned about signs that their fight against inflation was losing momentum, and they were no longer certain that interest rates were doing much to slow the economy down. That makes a rate cut at the central bank's next meeting, at the end of the month, unlikely, Fed-watchers say.

"Almost all participants judged that upside risks to the inflation outlook had increased," the minutes said. Policymakers believe they are "at or near the point at which it would be appropriate to slow the pace" of rate cuts.

Fed officials are also dealing with a new wrinkle: President-elect Donald J. Trump has promised to make sweeping changes to nearly every aspect of U.S. economic policy when he takes office this month. Some forecasters have argued that his proposals -- particularly those around trade and immigration -- could lead to faster inflation and slower growth.

Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, has said that policymakers will wait to see what Mr. Trump actually does before deciding how to respond. But the minutes from the December meeting show that some policymakers are already factoring Mr. Trump's proposals into their outlook. Officials cited "potential changes in trade and immigration policy" as one factor suggesting that inflation could take longer to cool than previously expected.

Still, not all officials are expecting a big impact from Mr. Trump's policies.

"If, as I expect, tariffs do not have a significant or persistent effect on inflation, they are unlikely to affect my view of appropriate monetary policy," Christopher J. Waller, a Fed governor, said in a speech in Paris on Wednesday.

Even before factoring in Mr. Trump's policies, however, the Fed was set to end 2024 in a delicate position.

Policymakers raised rates to their highest level in decades in 2023, then kept them at that level for more than a year in an effort to slow down the economy and bring inflation under control. It worked: Inflation cooled substantially, and by last fall, policymakers concluded they had made enough progress that they could gradually begin easing off the brakes. The Fed cut interest rates by half a percentage point in September, and by another quarter point in November.

But progress on inflation stalled late last year. That, combined with continued strong consumer spending and economic growth, led some economists to argue that the Fed should hold off on cutting rates in December.

Others, however, argued that interest rates were still high enough to exert downward pressure on economic growth at a time when the labor market, though still strong, was beginning to show cracks. Cutting rates, according to this view, was not so much an effort to speed up the economy as to prevent it from slowing further.

That view won out -- officials decided to cut rates by another quarter percentage point at their December meeting. But the minutes suggest it was not an easy call: "A majority of participants noted that their judgments about this meeting's appropriate policy action had been finely balanced."

The decision was not unanimous: Beth Hammack, the president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, voted against the rate cut. And a summary of members' economic projections suggested that three nonvoting Fed officials would also have preferred to leave rates unchanged. The minutes showed these officials "suggested that the risk of persistently elevated inflation had increased in recent months."

It could be a while before the Fed lowers rates again. The minutes showed that policymakers expected they "would likely slow the pace" of rate cuts after their December meeting, and that they believed interest rates were now "significantly closer" to a level where they were neither helping to speed up the economy nor helping to slow it down.

According to economic projections released after the meeting, officials expect to cut rates just twice in 2025 -- down from four times in their earlier projections -- and the minutes show that even those cuts are not guaranteed. The Fed is "well positioned to take time to assess the evolving outlook for economic activity and inflation," the minutes note.

Investors are getting the message. They overwhelmingly expect the Fed to hold rates steady at its next meeting, at the end of this month, and they are divided on whether there will be any cuts before summer. Financial markets moved little in response to the minutes on Wednesday, suggesting that the account of the meeting was largely consistent with investors' expectations for Fed policy.

Joe Rennison contributed reporting.
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Sam Altman's Younger Sister Files Lawsuit Claiming He Sexually Abused Her

OpenAI's chief executive and founder denies the allegations, which are similar to claims his sister has long made online.

Sam Altman posted a statement on X with other family members denying the claims. Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By Cade Metz
Reporting from San Francisco


Jan 08, 2025 at 07:30 PM

Ann Altman, the younger sister of OpenAI's chief executive and founder, Sam Altman, filed a lawsuit in a Missouri federal court on Monday accusing him of sexually abusing her when she was a minor.

The suit, filed in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, said that the abuse occurred in the Altmans' family home outside St. Louis from 1997 to 2006 and started when Ms. Altman was 3 years old.

The lawsuit said Ms. Altman had sustained bodily injury and had "experienced PTSD, severe emotional distress, mental anguish and depression, which is expected to continue into the future," as a result of the abuse.

Ms. Altman has long made similar sexual assault claims against her brother on social media services like X. She is represented by an Illinois-based law firm that specializes in sexual assault and harassment cases.

In a statement posted to X on Tuesday, Mr. Altman, along with his mother and two younger brothers, denied the claims. "Annie has made deeply hurtful and entirely untrue claims about our family, and especially Sam," the statement said. "This situation causes immense pain to our entire family."

The statement said that Ms. Altman had "mental health challenges" and "refuses conventional treatment and lashes out at family members who are genuinely trying to help."

Ms. Altman and Mr. Altman did not respond to requests for comment.

Since OpenAI released the online chatbot ChatGPT in late 2022, Mr. Altman has gained widespread fame as the face of the global artificial-intelligence boom set off by the chatbot, which can answer questions, write poetry and even generate computer programs. In October, OpenAI completed a new funding deal that valued the company at $157 billion.

(The New York Times sued OpenAI and Microsoft, accusing them of copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. OpenAI and Microsoft have denied those claims.)

Ms. Altman's lawsuit requests a jury trial and damages in excess of $75,000. Ms. Altman's lawyer, Ryan Mahoney, said in an interview with The Times that the amount was the minimum required for a federal suit of this kind. He said that if the suit proceeded to a jury trial, he and his client would seek "an amount that fully compensates my client for what happened to her."

He added that they were also seeking punitive damages that would be based on Mr. Altman's net worth.

Mr. Mahoney said the suit was filed on Monday because of a Missouri statute that allowed survivors of childhood sexual abuse to bring a lawsuit up to 10 years after their 21st birthday. Ms. Altman turned 31 on Wednesday.
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A.I. Start-Up Anthropic Is in Talks That Could Value It at $60 Billion

The financing efforts follow new funding rounds by Elon Musk's xAI and the market leader, OpenAI, which is now valued at $157 billion.

The San Francisco office of Anthropic, which could raise $2 billion in a new round of funding.  Marissa Leshnov for The New York Times



By Cade Metz and Erin Griffith
Reporting from San Francisco


Jan 07, 2025 at 11:24 PM

The San Francisco artificial intelligence start-up Anthropic is in talks to raise a new round of funding that could value the company at $60 billion, up from about $16 billion less than a year ago, according to two people with knowledge of the discussions.

Led by the venture capital firm Lightspeed Venture Partners, the new round could pump an additional $2 billion into the company, said the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity. Since its founding in 2021, Anthropic has raised more than $11.3 billion from venture firms like Menlo Ventures and tech giants like Amazon, Google and Salesforce.

The talks come amid a new surge in funding for the industry's most prominent A.I. start-ups. Last month, Elon Musk's xAI raised $6 billion in a deal that valued the company at $35 billion to $45 billion. In October, OpenAI, the maker of the online chatbot ChatGPT, raised $6.6 billion at a $157 billion valuation.

OpenAI started the A.I. boom in late 2022 with the release of ChatGPT, setting off a funding surge that moved billions into a wide range of start-ups.

Enthusiasm among investors for A.I. companies cooled by the summer of 2024, as several high-profile start-ups were essentially folded into tech giants like Google and Amazon. But as companies like OpenAI and Anthropic have continued to improve their technology, interest among investors has regained steam.

(The New York Times has sued OpenAI and Microsoft, accusing them of copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. OpenAI and Microsoft have denied those claims.)

Lightspeed Ventures declined to comment on Anthropic's latest funding discussions. Details of the talks were reported earlier by The Wall Street Journal.

After founding Anthropic, Dario Amodei, the company's chief executive, and his sister, Daniela Amodei, Anthropic's president, positioned the company as a start-up that would build A.I. with guardrails.

Like several others on the company's founding team, they had left OpenAI after disagreements with company leadership over how its technologies were being funded and released through Microsoft.

In a podcast interview in 2023, Mr. Amodei said there was a 10 to 25 percent chance that A.I. technology could destroy humanity. But in October, he struck a more optimistic tone, publishing a 14,000-word essay on the potential benefits of A.I. technologies.

"I think that most people are underestimating just how radical the upside of A.I. could be, just as I think most people are underestimating how bad the risks could be," he wrote.

The next month, Anthropic raised $4 billion from Amazon, its largest investor, which has put a total of $8 billion into the start-up. Anthropic builds and operates its technologies using computer data centers owned by Amazon and Google.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/07/technology/anthropic-ai-funding.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




U.A.W. Seeks Union Election at Ford Battery Joint Venture in Kentucky

The United Automobile Workers union asked a federal labor regulator to conduct an election at a factory Ford jointly owns with a South Korean battery company.

The BlueOval SK battery plant under construction in 2022 in Glendale, Ky. Gina Clear/The News-Enterprise, via Associated Press



By Neal E. Boudette



Jan 08, 2025 at 03:38 PM

The United Automobile Workers union is seeking approval from federal labor regulators for a union election among workers at a Ford Motor battery plant in Kentucky, providing an important test of organized labor's strength after the election of Donald J. Trump.

The union petitioned the National Labor Relations Board on Tuesday to let workers at the new factory in Glendale, about 55 miles south of Louisville, vote on whether they want to join the U.A.W. The plant, which is expected to begin production this year, is a joint venture between Ford and SK On, a South Korean battery company.

In a statement, the U.A.W. said a "supermajority" of workers at the plant had signed cards expressing their desire to join the union.

"We want to be able to come together with management and have a voice in how the business is run," said Bill Wilmoth, a production worker at the Glendale plant who helped lead the organizing drive. "We want an opportunity to negotiate a contract."

A vote to join the U.A.W. would increase the likelihood that workers who were hired at two other Ford battery plants would also become union members. Those plants -- one in Kentucky and the other in Tennessee -- are under construction and are also joint ventures between Ford and SK.

BlueOval SK, as the venture is known, said the U.A.W. election petition was "premature" because the factory had not finished hiring workers.

"The U.A.W. is trying to rush BlueOval SK into unionization before our full work force has the opportunity to make a truly free and informed choice," BlueOval SK said in a statement. "And none of our team members have had the opportunity to see how our plant will operate since we have not yet begun production."

The union election will take place after Mr. Trump becomes president and possibly after his appointees have taken over leadership posts at the labor board. Mr. Trump's appointees were widely seen by labor experts as being hostile to unions and during his first term. The labor board often ruled in favor of employers over organized labor.

During the 2024 election campaign, tension between the U.A.W. and Mr. Trump ran high. The president of the union, Shawn Fain, campaigned energetically for Vice President Kamala Harris and often criticized Mr. Trump, calling him a "scab" and saying union workers would see much greater progress under a Harris administration. Still, a significant number of U.A.W. members supported Mr. Trump in Michigan and Wisconsin.

Under President Biden, the U.A.W. enjoyed enthusiastic support from the White House. Mr. Biden publicly championed unions and made an appearance on a U.A.W. picket line when the auto union was on strike against the three large Michigan-based automakers -- General Motors, Ford and Stellantis -- in 2023.

After winning significant wage and benefit gains from the three companies, the U.A.W. began campaigning to organize nonunion auto plants in the South. It won a vote at the Volkswagen plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., but lost another at two Mercedes-Benz plants in Alabama.

An affirmative vote at BlueOval SK would give the U.A.W. another victory in the South, and could give the union momentum for votes at the other battery plants that have recently started production or are being built around the country.

The U.A.W. has already organized workers at a battery joint venture between G.M. and LG Energy Solution. That joint venture has factories in Warren, Ohio and Spring Hill, Tenn.

Stellantis, the maker of Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Ram vehicles, is building battery plants in Indiana that the U.A.W. also hopes to organize.

G.M. and LG had plans for a third battery plant in Lansing, Mich., but G.M. is set to sell its ownership stake in that factory, which is under construction, to LG.
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AT&T to Credit Customers After Internet Outages

The announcement follows a year of high-profile internet blackouts that hit several companies.

AT&T customers who experience a wireless outage of more than an hour will receive a full-day bill credit. Eric Thayer/Getty Images



By Eli Tan
Reporting from San Francisco


Jan 08, 2025 at 01:00 PM

AT&T announced on Wednesday that it would start crediting customers for internet outages and long wait times, the latest initiative in a yearslong effort to revamp the company's customer service.

Starting Thursday, individual AT&T customers and small businesses that experience a fiber outage of more than 20 minutes or a wireless outage of more than an hour will automatically receive a full-day bill credit. Customers who call the company's technical support line and are put on hold for more than five minutes will receive a $5 Visa gift card.

The new policy is a part of a $750 million investment the company has made in its customer service over the last four years, said Kellyn Smith Kenny, AT&T's chief marketing and growth officer. AT&T customers will also be able to check the status of their outage on a newly created website.

The announcement follows a year of high-profile internet outages involving AT&T and other companies. Last February, tens of thousands of AT&T customers across the country experienced an hourslong outage. In September, Verizon had an outage that affected more than 100,000 customers.

The most damaging incident occurred in July when the cybersecurity firm CrowdStrike issued a software update that temporarily shut down a large portion of the world's computing systems.

Ms. Kenny said that AT&T outages had not become more common in recent years and that they continued to affect a small percentage of customers.

A major focus of the company's investment in customer service has been automation, including the use of artificial intelligence to handle customer service, as well as letting customers communicate with AT&T representatives through messaging apps like iMessage and WhatsApp.

Verizon, for its part, announced a new batch of A.I. customer service tools last year.
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Jenna Bush Hager: 'Today' Show Co-Host, Literary Tastemaker and Now, Publisher

Nearly six years after becoming a literary heavyweight with "Read with Jenna," she's starting her own publishing venture with Penguin Random House.

Jenna Bush Hager has already acquired six books as part of her new venture.  Karsten Moran for The New York Times



By Alexandra Alter



Jan 08, 2025 at 03:00 PM

Jenna Bush Hager, who became one of the most influential figures in publishing when she launched a book club on the "Today" show nearly six years ago, said on Wednesday that she now plans to do more than just recommend books: She's going to publish them.

Hager announced she is starting her own publishing venture with the Random House Publishing Group, called Thousand Voices x RHPG. Through the partnership, Hager will publish four to six books a year at various imprints within Random House, which is part of Penguin Random House.

She's looking to acquire books across a range of genres, including memoir, literary fiction, romance and historical fiction, she said.

"I love books that are propulsive and fun and people can't put them down, but also are conversation starters," she said in an interview.

Hager -- who before her rise as a literary influencer was best known as one of former President George W. Bush's daughters -- became a prominent book booster in 2019, when she became a co-host of NBC's "Today" show and launched her monthly book club.

In doing so, she joined the ranks of celebrity book club hosts like Oprah Winfrey, Reese Witherspoon and Emma Roberts, and gave authors a rare platform in front of a mass television audience. Her first pick, "The Last Romantics" by Tara Conklin, was an instant New York Times best seller.

She's since selected 74 books for her club -- including debut novels like "The School for Good Mothers" by Jessamine Chan and "The Cloisters" by Katy Hays, and older works, like Sandra Cisneros's 1984 novel, "The House on Mango Street" -- and sent many of them skyrocketing up the best-seller lists.

Among her selections, 47 titles became New York Times best-sellers, and 34 have been optioned for the screen, including nine that Hager optioned for her own production company, Thousand Voices. In 2024, Hager's book club picks outpaced sales in the overall adult fiction market by more than 30 percent, according to Circana BookScan.

Starting her own imprint felt like a natural evolution from choosing books for the club, she said. When weighing options for the book club, Hager often wishes she could make editorial suggestions and reshape some of the books.

But the imprint is a separate project from "Read With Jenna," and Hager won't select books for her club that she published, she said.

"I still want the book club to have its own ethos," she said. "But everything we've learned from the book club, I can put to use for these authors."

Starting an imprint will test how far Hager's influence among readers extends without the built-in audience from the "Today" show. In recent years, publishers who are looking to grab readers' attention in a crowded marketplace have tried launching celebrity-led imprints, with mixed results.

Still, Hager has advantages over other first time publishers. She's built a network of relationships with authors, agents and booksellers. And with the sales track record of her club choices, she's gained a reputation for being able to spot books that have the potential to be commercial breakout hits.

With her imprint, Hager plans to be closely involved in everything from acquiring books and giving editorial notes, to deciding on cover designs and making marketing and publicity plans. She also intends to have joint television and bookstore appearances with authors, she said.

"She knows how competitive it is for new writers to get attention, so she's strategic and thoughtful, and willing to get creative to help them," said the literary agent Christy Fletcher, a co-head of the publishing division for United Talent Agency, who had early conversations with Hager about her vision for the imprint.

Hager conceded it will be a challenge to add publishing to her other jobs, which include co-hosting the "Today" show as well as running her book club and her production company. But she has been reading proposals and manuscripts for months, and has already acquired six books, managing to squeeze in author meetings early in the morning in her office at 30 Rockefeller Plaza.

"My assistant will say, Jenna you have to go, you're about to be on television," she said.

The first book, which will be released by Ballantine in October, is Ariel Sullivan's debut novel, "Conform," a dystopian romance that takes place in a postapocalyptic future. Hager described it as so compelling that she finished reading it at 5:30 in the morning on the treadmill. Other upcoming releases include Anna McCallie's debut, "Abby Offsides," a romance about a woman who falls for a married Scottish football star, and Emma Brodie's novel "Into the Blue," about two lovers who are divided by a tragic secret.

Hager will be considering the books she publishes for potential screen adaptations for Thousand Voices, but that's not her main objective, she said.

"The goal is to develop writers -- to find the next Emily Henry, to find the next Sarah Maas -- and support them," she said. "That's what I've been most obsessed with."
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Guest Essay


Biden Left Us With a 'Prius Economy.' It's Time for Something Different.

 Philip Cheung for The New York Times



By Daniel Aldana Cohen and Thea Riofrancos
Dr. Cohen and Dr. Riofrancos are strategic co-directors of the Climate and Community Institute.


Jan 07, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In the lead-up to the November election, Donald Trump threatened to "terminate" President Biden's signature climate law, the Inflation Reduction Act, calling it the "Green New Scam." Whether or not he kills the law, he is committed to slowing America's transition from fossil fuels to clean energy -- and few Americans seem concerned.

Recent polling found that only 24 percent of registered voters felt that the Inflation Reduction Act had positively affected them. Some 19 percent said it had negative effects, 24 percent said it was a mix, 16 percent said it hadn't affected them at all, and 17 percent said they didn't know.

If Democrats want to win voters with policies that avert catastrophic climate change, they need to bring immediate, material benefits to the working class. That means folding climate policies into an agenda that tackles the cost-of-living crisis. This is green economic populism. Even under Mr. Trump, progressives can build momentum around this agenda in cities, towns and states.

The problem with the Inflation Reduction Act was that it was an awkward compromise between neoliberal, market-based policy and government intervention. By mobilizing public investment through tax credits and other incentives, it effectively asked companies and affluent consumers to lead the transition.

The Department of Energy estimates that the Inflation Reduction Act and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law have prompted $400 billion in announced investment across the renewable energy, battery and electric car sectors, probably creating about 400,000 jobs -- a welcome infusion in some places but a rounding error overall for a labor force of 168 million people.

Yet fewer than 3 percent of tax filers in 2023 took advantage of new credits for energy efficiency and rooftop solar; even then, the wealthiest 25 percent of households captured 66 percent of the incentives. The same thing happened with electric car purchases: Households making over $100,000 are far more likely to own electric cars than those earning less. Though the Inflation Reduction Act includes investments in disadvantaged communities, these are a tiny fraction of overall spending.

The law's all-of-the-above approach also supports oil and gas extraction. Under Mr. Biden, the United States cemented its status as the world's largest oil producer.

All told, this looks less like an equitable green transition than what we call a Prius economy -- a hybrid model of green energy and fossil fuels, wedged together side by side. Like hybrid cars, which can't run on electricity alone, the Prius economy yields some climate progress while holding back more ambitious change. And it puts the burden of transforming sprawling energy infrastructures onto companies' balance sheets and consumers' bank accounts.

To cut carbon pollution at the necessary speed and scale, climate scientists are calling for comprehensive economic change. To win lasting political support for that transition, we need a green economic populism that helps voters more easily get from one paycheck to the next.

Over a quarter of U.S. households, and about half of Black and Latino ones, can't afford their energy bills; over three-quarters are stressed about energy payments. Renters are hardest hit: A record 22.4 million American households in 2022 spent more than 30 percent of their income on rent and utilities. Rising rents and electricity rates have outpaced wage growth. High interest rates and higher prices have driven up car payments, too. In May 2019 the average monthly auto loan was $535. Today it's $734.

Climate issues are fueling this cost-of-living crisis, especially for the poor and working class. Volatile oil prices drive inflation, while hotter temperatures spike utility bills. Extreme weather pushes up home insurance premiums -- raising monthly costs and making new homes more expensive to build. Climate breakdown is also increasing food costs, hitting those with low incomes the hardest.

In the long run, the Inflation Reduction Act's investments in greener infrastructure and new technologies could help. But these will take years to bear fruit and may not affect the cost of living. This is why we must replace the Prius economy with one focused on affordable green housing, higher wages, cheap clean energy, lower commuting costs and expanded mass transit. States, cities and towns can get the ball rolling.

Local governments can tackle the housing crisis and climate breakdown together by rezoning cities and towns for greater density. For example, in 2024, New York's City of Yes policy rezoned neighborhoods for denser housing and earmarked $5 billion to invest in affordable housing and community infrastructure, and tenant movements won stronger rent regulations to limit monthly costs.

Cities and states can also invest in mixed-income, union-built housing -- especially near mass transit to reduce car commutes and away from flood and wildfire risk zones. And governments can improve living conditions by capping rents and subsidizing green home repairs. In Pennsylvania, State Senator Nikil Saval led the passage of the Whole Homes Repair program, which helps working-class households renovate their homes, lowering their utility bills. He did this by building a coalition that included rural voters and Republican politicians, demonstrating this kind of populism's appeal beyond party lines.

On energy, lawmakers can both boost renewables and reduce household bills. Lawmakers in Illinois recently made it illegal for utilities to shut off power for nonpayment when temperatures exceed 90 degrees. In New York, the Build Public Renewables Act directs a state-owned public power utility to build wind and solar infrastructure using union labor and to help working-class households cover energy costs. Tribe-owned companies are developing renewable energy to cut bills and support community development.

Cities and states can also learn from Minnesota's new transportation policies. Minnesota's largest public transit operator aims to expand service by 35 percent by the end of 2027, and it just lowered fares. Local government officials could follow California, which recently approved a plan to fund nearly 17,000 new chargers for electric vehicles -- a policy that is helpful to renters who can't charge at home and alleviates range anxiety. Community-owned electric vehicle ride-share programs (like Uber but nonprofit) are also popping up in California's agricultural Central Valley, serving primarily Latino working-class residents.

To be sure, local governments' role is relatively limited. Some of their best policies depend on federal funds, which may be cut under the Trump administration. Still, local governments can help fold green economic populism into a broader agenda for economic security -- from a $17 minimum wage floor to universal health insurance to universal prekindergarten and affordable child care. Ideally, governments would coordinate countrywide, as some have done around protecting undocumented migrants and abortion access. If progressives win a national governing coalition for these ideas in 2028, they can hit the ground running.

Many Americans are plagued by endless bills and dangerous weather. Green economic populism heals some of that pain today while still building for the future.

Daniel Aldana Cohen is an assistant professor of sociology at the University of California, Berkeley. Thea Riofrancos is an associate professor of political science at Providence College.
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Nicholas Kristof


A Low-Tech Way to Save Babies' Lives

Ruth Chepleting with her newborn daughter. Trisha Mukherjee



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist


Jan 08, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Every year I choose a university student to accompany me on my win-a-trip journey, which is meant to highlight issues that deserve more attention. My latest winner was Trisha Mukherjee, a recent Columbia graduate and a budding journalist -- and with that, I'm handing the rest of the column to her.

By Trisha Mukherjee, reporting from Nairobi, Kenya

Here's a riddle: What is available worldwide, requires no new technology, costs no money and could save more than 800,000 children's lives a year?

If you answered "breastfeeding," you'd be correct. Optimal breastfeeding around the world could reduce child mortality by at least 10 percent for infants and young children. The instructions are simple: Breastfeed within an hour after birth, exclusively breastfeed for six months, then introduce solid foods while continuing to breastfeed until 2 years of age.

As Nick and I traveled through Kenya and Madagascar, many women told us they gave their babies water during the first six months. This water can be contaminated with pathogens that babies' developing immune systems can't fight off. And because babies have tiny stomachs, anything other than breast milk effectively replaces it, depriving the baby of its essential nutrients. The women we interviewed thought they were helping their babies cool off during hot days, but unknowingly, they were hurting them.

Research shows that breastfed babies are at a lower risk of illness, infectious disease, diabetes, asthma, obesity and sudden infant death syndrome. They also appear to have fewer behavioral problems and higher I.Q.s. Modeling suggests that a lack of optimal breastfeeding costs the global economy an estimated $341 billion per year.

The benefits of optimal breastfeeding multiply in developing countries, especially in contexts where families don't have access to sterilized bottles, adequate formula and clean water. And when medical care is practically nonexistent (some clinics have no medicine but pain relievers), every bit of additional nutrition and immunity matters. Given the often deadly risk of water-based pathogens and the lack of nutritious alternatives, breast milk is the ideal diet for babies -- safe and supercharged with essential nutrients.

"It's one of the most cost-effective things in all of global development," said Shawn Baker, the chief program officer at the nonprofit Helen Keller Intl, which supports several health centers in Kenya and promotes breastfeeding as part of its efforts to improve nutrition.

Yet fewer than half of babies worldwide are optimally breastfed.

The point is never to shame moms; breastfeeding can be painful, exhausting, difficult or, in a small percentage of cases, physically impossible. Especially when employers refuse to allow pumping or feeding, breastfeeding can be an arduous juggling act for working mothers.

The lesson, I think, is for the rest of us to support mothers to make it easier to breastfeed their babies. As a Lancet study on breastfeeding put it, "Success in breastfeeding is not the sole responsibility of a woman -- the promotion of breastfeeding is a collective societal responsibility."

But in many cases, moms aren't aware of the benefits.

When she had her first baby, Faith Syokau Mbovu, a resident of one of Nairobi's poorest neighborhoods, started feeding her baby store-bought milk and porridge at 4 months old to help him grow stronger. "I didn't have the knowledge," she said.

Ms. Mbovu is now a community health promoter in her Nairobi neighborhood, and her gentle presence shines as she visits families to provide basic health assessments, preventive care and education. As part of her work, she teaches pregnant women how to breastfeed. "We walk with them throughout the journey," she said, adding that community health promoters provide guidance from pregnancy until the child turns 5.

In a maternity ward in Ms. Mbovu's neighborhood clinic, Ruth Chepleting, 27, gazed down at her day-old daughter's tiny nose and lips in awe. Her mother, a nurse, advised her on optimal breastfeeding. Otherwise, she said, she wouldn't have known.

Each new mother I interviewed in the clinic planned to exclusively breastfeed her baby for six months, then supplement with solid foods until at least 2 years of age. Amid the gurgles of the swaddled newborns, the women in the ward told me how much community health workers' breastfeeding support meant to them.

Empowering women with information about optimal breastfeeding and employing community health workers to promote the practice have significantly lifted rates of breastfeeding in countries such as Vietnam and Burkina Faso.

In the United States, moms still face many struggles, not least because most states don't guarantee paid parental leave.

My mom had to commute four hours a day to a full-time job in the pharmaceutical industry when I was born. In the late 1990s breast pumps -- much lower quality than modern iterations -- were just being introduced for use outside hospitals. She recalled preparing bottles of formula for me and my younger brother before she left at dawn. "I really wanted to breastfeed, and I feel like I deprived my children," she told me. "I feel so much regret."

The good news is that there are so many ways we can support breastfeeding. We can employ community health promoters like Ms. Mbovu to educate women in their communities with empathy and understanding. We can desexualize and normalize public breastfeeding so mothers can nourish their babies without stigma. Spouses or family members of breastfeeding women can take on additional household and child-rearing responsibilities. We can formalize paid parental leave and lactation policies in workplaces so mothers can focus on caring for their babies rather than stress about finances or getting fired.

We can also consider creative ways to educate families about breastfeeding. In Tajikistan, for example, USAID partnered with imams to teach men before or after Friday prayers about the importance of breastfeeding. A global review of studies suggests educating grandmothers allows them to pass on accurate information to younger women who go to them for advice. And studies suggest that breastfeeding support programs can be scaled up quickly and successfully.

In many ways, breast milk is miraculous. It's been custom designed for babies' health over thousands of years. Given that it can also save more lives than many of the other interventions we have poured billions of dollars into, we have an imperative to make optimal breastfeeding easy for mothers -- and let them take it from there.

From Nicholas Kristof: Applications are now open for my 2025 win-a-trip contest. Students at any American university are eligible. The winner may, like Ms. Mukherjee, have the chance to write for The New York Times. To apply, visit nytimes.com/winatrip.
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Guest Essay


Justin Trudeau Was His Own Worst Enemy

 Cole Burston for The New York Times



By Stephen Marche
Mr. Marche is the author, most recently, of "The Next Civil War." He wrote from Toronto, where he lives.


Jan 08, 2025 at 06:00 AM

In the sunny beginnings of Justin Trudeau's time in power, a journalist asked him why his cabinet was 50 percent female. Mr. Trudeau gave a now well-known response: "Because it's 2015." If you want to know why on Monday he announced his plan to resign as prime minister, the answer is just as simple: Because it's 2025.

Mr. Trudeau's political career has followed the arc of global progressive politics over the past decade, reflecting its transformation from a pose of optimistic cool to its present state of despair. At the beginning of his time in office, New York magazine depicted Mr. Trudeau as a cutout paper doll with costumes, which seemed about right. Now he's increasingly the butt of jokes from the manosphere.

In 2015, Mr. Trudeau was at the forefront of a new kind of politics, both in terms of how he came to power and how he chose to use it. He harnessed the emerging force of social media with his easygoing celebrity to win his first election. Once in office, he stressed the gender and ethnicity of the people he put in important positions as much as what they planned to do with the power they possessed. Now, identity politics have helped bring about his downfall, and social media networks have soured on him.

Mr. Trudeau stayed who he was. The times changed around him. The worst you can say about him, and I have, is that he could not face the realities of a newly polarized world. But that inability has roots in what brought him to office in the first place.

"There is no core identity, no mainstream in Canada," he told The New York Times Magazine in 2015. "There are shared values -- openness, respect, compassion, willingness to work hard, to be there for each other, to search for equality and justice. Those qualities are what make us the first post-national state."

This vision, when he articulated it, seemed powerfully contemporary, steering Canada in the same direction as an opening, borderless world of expanding cross-cultural and economic exchange. He did not ask himself -- few did -- what a "post-national state" would look like, or if it would work.

The term itself sounds glamorous, a way of existing politically without the various insanities of nationalism. In practice, however, it is unclear how a post-national state could survive. Mr. Trudeau's tenure has seen patriotism decline significantly. Only 34 percent of people in the country today say they are "very proud" to be Canadian, down from 52 percent in 2016.

The failure of Mr. Trudeau's inclusive vision is more than a culture war question. Canada's economic superpower has always been its widespread, cross-party support for well-regulated immigration, which has been vital to replenishing the country's small, aging population with skilled workers. His government's policy since Covid of bringing in half a million immigrants a year, without any firm plan on how to manage their impact on housing and infrastructure, has been a disaster; his faith in immigration as a positive force might have been too naive to allow him to inquire about its limits. The result has been that the number of Canadians who believe there is too much immigration has increased more than 30 percentage points in the past two years alone.

At times, Mr. Trudeau seems to embody virtue signaling without effective policymaking, the worst feature of progressive politics as they have devolved over the past decade. During his time in office, land acknowledgments became common practice across Canada, while Indigenous life expectancy rates plummeted. I might add that virtue signaling is now, and has always been, a Canadian affliction, not just Mr. Trudeau's. What Canadians have come to hate about Mr. Trudeau they have come to hate in themselves, which explains, at least in part, the intensity of the hatred.

Canadians have a tendency to turn on their prime ministers every 10 years or so. The Harper government fell brutally in 2015, the Liberal government under Paul Martin with similar harshness in 2006. Before that, Brian Mulroney's Progressive Conservative government lost all but two seats in the 1993 election. Mr. Trudeau's departure is traditional: The way Canadians thank their leaders for their service is by kicking them out the door with the pointiest boots they can find.

Mr. Trudeau is, in a sense, a tragic figure -- what made him great is destroying him. At his best, he was capable of using his photogenic charm to serve the implementation of serious and important policies.

In the first half of his time in office, the Trudeau government cut child poverty in half, legalized marijuana and medical assistance in dying and made important investments in child care. The second half was defined by crises: negotiating with the increasingly chaotic first Trump administration, Covid and inflation. By any reasonable assessment, Mr. Trudeau's government handled all three as well as could be expected. Leaders in power during the aftermath of Covid have been rejected around the globe. That rejection makes sense, but that doesn't mean that it's sensible.

Mr. Trudeau will be a lame-duck prime minister until his party chooses a new head. (He also announced on Monday that he would resign as the leader of the Liberal Party.) The year 2025 does not seem, at least so far, to be a year devoted to nuance and sympathetic understanding of events in context. Nonetheless, two things can be true at the same time. Mr. Trudeau's politics of representation have imploded in a fit of the best intentions, and yet he leaves behind a legacy that has shaped Canada for the better. Canadians might someday be able to recognize that duality. But it may take until 2035.

Mr. Marche is the author, most recently, of "The Next Civil War." He wrote from Toronto, where he lives.
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Charles M. Blow


I Quit Drinking Four Years Ago. I'm Still Confronting Drinking Culture.

 Scott Semler



By Charles M. Blow
Opinion Columnist


Jan 09, 2025 at 12:00 AM

Maybe you made a New Year's resolution to cut down on the amount of alcohol you drink or to stop drinking altogether. Maybe you've committed to Dry January. Maybe you were alarmed when the surgeon general last week said that consuming alcohol is a leading preventable cause of cancer, and that alcoholic beverages should carry warning labels more like those for cigarettes.

Whatever the reason, a reconsideration of alcohol in our lives is in the air.

As someone who stopped drinking four years ago, shortly after my brother died -- for me, a moment of reflection -- I am always encouraged when people tell me that they are considering quitting. This is in part because I know that quitting involves more than conquering your thirst; it's also about confronting the aspects of our culture that normalize and romanticize drinking and can be suspicious and dismissive of those who quit.





I quit drinking because I was tired of being tired, of feeling foggy and sick, of not being able to recognize myself. I felt like I was dying, and I wanted to live.

But quitting didn't come without fears.

I didn't know who I would be without alcohol. I didn't know if I would still be fun and funny. More important to me, I didn't know if I would be able to access my creativity without some way of achieving transcendence.

In her autobiography, the late singer Natalie Cole describes how, at one point in her career, "I had really believed that I needed drugs to perform at my best." At one point, I worried that the poetry of language would elude me without drinking.

That worry proved unfounded.

Giving up drinking was one of the best decisions I ever made. I am healthier and happier. I think more clearly and sleep more soundly. I no longer lose things or forget things. I can sit quietly with my thoughts without becoming antsy. And I have saved a remarkable amount of money.

Someone once told me that I was one of the lucky ones: My drinking was habitual, not a physical addiction. Indeed, my body didn't crave alcohol, nor did I experience withdrawal. When I stopped drinking, the test was navigating difficult emotional moments.

Later, I would come to realize that drinking was a way for me to lessen the weight of feeling overwhelmed. When I drank, I could moderate the highs and lows. Life sometimes felt brutal, so I blunted it.

Switching off the impulse to drink turned out to be only one foot taking the step; fighting the culture around drinking was the other.

I always understood the moral judgments about overconsumption, but I hadn't anticipated those about nonconsumption.

Nondrinkers are routinely mocked as either nagging, joy-deprived, vibe killers or lacking the self-control to properly partake in a normal part of adult socialization. Surely, people often seem to think, something tragic must have precipitated your sobriety, a devastating diagnosis or grand embarrassment -- you didn't choose the bench, you were ejected from the game. The problem was you, not the alcohol.

It is as if some people need a trauma story to make sense of your decision to stop drinking; otherwise, your sudden abstinence casts a pall over their continued consumption, and they read your personal choice as a critique of theirs.

For this reason, people who stop drinking are constantly quizzed about why; I get asked all the time. Some people have an answer that satisfies this question -- if they describe, for instance, hitting rock bottom -- but others don't. Regardless, it's really none of anyone's business.

I now sometimes end the inquiry with a joke: "I quit because I'd already drunk everything." This is usually sufficiently self-deprecating to make people move on.

But the question often remains in lingering stares: Why wasn't I able to remain engaged in the glamour of elite drinking, in which people become amateur sommeliers, displaying their knowledge and collections of fine wines as class markers? Why wasn't I able to enjoy an occasional pretentious cocktail prepared with herbs or exotic bitters and garnished with dried fruit or edible flowers?

Well, elite alcohol is still alcohol, and I still don't want or need it.

I don't think everyone realizes what an othering experience it is to be treated like a freak because you have made a healthy choice.

It is precisely because I'm subject to these judgments as a nondrinker that I try not to judge those who do. My boyfriend is a moderate drinker, and I will occasionally meet friends at a bar.

But now the sadness of those spaces is the thing that strikes me, and I'm unable to connect to the part of me that once enjoyed them. How had I grown accustomed to the smell of dirty bar towels and cheap disinfectant? How had I not detected the loneliness hidden in the loud laughter? How had I not seen it then, as I do now, as a funeral dressed up as a festival?

At home, I keep both alcoholic and nonalcoholic options on hand for when I have company. I occasionally host cocktail parties -- I'm still searching for a better name that quickly signals "evening gathering" -- and I've been pleasantly surprised that an increasing number of guests have joined me in not drinking.

I view my role in my friend group not as a scold but to model a dynamic sobriety. I'm trying to relieve the killjoy stigma so that people know that they can become sober and remain social. I'm trying to change the culture.
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51st State? Canadians Say No Thanks.

Jan 08, 2025 at 06:11 PM


 Cole Burston for The New York Times


To the Editor:

In "Disheartened and Disliked, Trudeau Exits" (front page, Jan. 7), you report that "Mr. Trump responded to Mr. Trudeau's resignation by again suggesting that Canada should become America's '51st state.'"

I'd like to thank Donald Trump for his generous offer to become part of the U.S.A. However, most Canadians are quite happy to be living above the U.S.A. and would not even consider taking up that offer. If we were not so polite we would have told him to "Go to hell," but being polite we could not say that.

Being a good neighbour (our preferred spelling), we would like to extend a counteroffer. In view of the tumultuous years ahead in the U.S.A., we would like to bestow provincial status to any of the close-by states -- such as Maine, Vermont, Michigan, Minnesota, Washington and Oregon.

What a great way to get away from Crazy Town that looms just a couple of weeks from now.

Dennis Choptiany
Markham, Ontario

To the Editor:

Dear President-elect Donald Trump:

After reading your post on Truth Social about Canada becoming the 51st state, I have to admit you make two very good points, and those are:

1. We would pay lower taxes, and

2. You would not impose your tariff on our goods.

Unfortunately, your post left out some things we might lose by becoming the 51st state.

1. We would lose universal health care.

2. Our mothers and fathers would lose national maternity and paternity benefits.

3. Our children would have to learn the drills for active shooters.

4. We would have to learn to hate people who vote differently from us, which would be a little difficult since we have five parties in the House of Commons.

5. I apologize, but we would have to learn to be less polite.

6. We would have to give up the national right to an abortion.

7. We would have to learn to mistrust our immigrants.

All in all I think, with all due respect, that most Canadians would prefer to stay just that.

Dave Charlton
Windsor, Ontario

'Sheer Madness': Trump's Panama Canal and Greenland Threats

President-elect Donald J. Trump entering a room at Mar-a-Lago, his private Florida club, before speaking to reporters on Tuesday. Doug Mills/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Trump Hints at Force to Seize a Canal and Greenland" (news article, Jan. 8):

Donald Trump's continuing threats to take over the Panama Canal and Greenland as being crucial for our national security are not only sheer madness but also could have disastrous national and international consequences.

Sending troops into a foreign nation that has not attacked the U.S. is tantamount to a declaration of war, which under our Constitution can be declared only by Congress!

It could validate Vladimir Putin's claim that the invasion of Ukraine is to protect Russia's national security, give Xi Jinping a justification for invading Taiwan, and potentially encourage rogue nations like North Korea to send troops into South Korea and Iran to use its Revolutionary Guards against its neighbors.

Lastly, it could put the U.S. into a military conflict with NATO forces, as the treaty's Article 5 commits each member state to assist another member state if it is the victim of an armed attack ... or it could spell the death knell for the alliance.

Dick Newbert
Langhorne, Pa.

Trump and TikTok

To the Editor:

Re "Trump First Backed a TikTok Ban, but Now He Has Second Thoughts" (news article, Dec. 30):

Please ask your journalists to stop pretending that there's any reasoning process going on in Donald Trump's brain. He doesn't make decisions based on evidence; everything he does is based on how he feels in the moment, whom he spoke to last and primarily whether it benefits him or not.

We're in for years of chaos and damage to our government and society, courtesy of voters who believed his lies. Please don't act as if there's anything normal or reasonable about this impending disaster.

Carol Mathews
Redwood City, Calif.

Meta and the Facts

Meta's headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif. Mark Zuckerberg, the company's chief executive, is replacing professional fact-checkers with a system overseen by everyday users.  Jason Henry for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Meta Will Stop Checking Facts on Social Media" (front page, Jan. 8):

I imagine that our next president will be thrilled to hear that Mark Zuckerberg will no longer try to curtail the spread of lies, misinformation or disinformation on Meta's platforms.

"Fake news" wins the day.

At a time when Americans desperately need honest, factual information about current national and worldwide events and politics, another potential safety net has been lost.

Third-party fact-checking and warnings about possible misinformation are not censorship; they are important ethical business practices.

But being ethical, truthful, fair and honest is apparently not what's important. Being profitable is all that matters. Money rules; truth and the public lose.

Chandler Rosenberger
Suwanee, Ga.

To the Editor:

It's notable that Meta's elimination of its fact-checking is seen as good for the president-elect and his supporters. How odd to celebrate that facts don't matter.

Michael Lighty
Oakland, Calif.

A Messy Home: The Critic and the Defender




To the Editor:

Re "My Home Is Messy, and I Don't Feel Bad About It," by KC Davis (Opinion guest essay, Jan. 5):

I would like to ask Ms. Davis, "Do you want your children to grow up being messy?" I'm sure that as a therapist, she would answer that she wants them to be whoever they are. But part of raising children is teaching them self-respect, discipline and how to integrate into a challenging world.

Why would she force her children to be burdened with the difficulties of inviting their friends over to a disheveled and unclean home? Does she feel no obligation to teach them at least to be organized, as good organizational skills are imperative in many aspects of life?

Maybe she should ask her children what kind of home they would like to live in. I can't believe they would opt for that chaos.

Ms. Davis can be as guiltlessly messy as she likes, but unfortunately she does not live alone, and so for the sake of her children and even her dog, I believe that a more pragmatic and disciplined approach to housekeeping is warranted.

Dominic Russoli
Rockville, Md.

To the Editor:

Many thanks to KC Davis for her piece about messy homes. I have been constantly admonished by my mother, my friends and even my children for what they deem a mess. But it isn't a mess; it's really organized, because I know where everything is. It's right out in the open.

The "neatniks" clear everything away into drawers and closets and then can't remember where anything is.

I now have a remedy for all my critics: I leave a vacuum cleaner in full view, and they think I am in the midst of straightening up, so no one says anything.

Jane Feder
Long Beach, N.Y.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/opinion/canada-51st-state-trump.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      International

      
        Italian Journalist Released by Iran
        Cecilia Sala, 29, was detained last month while on a reporting trip. She had been held for 20 days and told her family that she was kept in isolation.

      

      
        Hostage Is Found Dead in Gaza Tunnel, Israel Says
        The hostage, Youssef Ziyadne, an Arab Bedouin, was seized along with three grown children on Oct. 7, 2023. Two of them were released, but there is "serious concern" about the fate of the third.

      

      
        Ireland Joins South Africa's Genocide Case Against Israel
        Ireland had said it would intervene in the case at the International Court of Justice, arguing that Israel's actions in Gaza amounted to collective punishment.

      

      
        Trump's Threat About Hostages Frustrates Gazans: 'It Is Already Hell'
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Italian Journalist Released by Iran

Cecilia Sala, 29, was detained last month while on a reporting trip. She had been held for 20 days and told her family that she was kept in isolation.

A photograph released by the Palazzo Chigi press office on Wednesday showing Italian journalist Cecilia Sala, who had been jailed in Iran since December, arriving in Rome following her release. Palazzo Chigi Press Office



By Emma Bubola
Reporting from Rome


Jan 08, 2025 at 11:10 AM

Cecilia Sala, an Italian journalist who was arrested last month in Iran while on a reporting trip, was released on Wednesday and is now back in Italy, putting an end to a detention that had gripped her country.

Ms. Sala, 29, who had a journalist visa, was arrested on Dec. 19 on charges of violating the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, but officials there have not provided any further details of accusations against her.

The Italian government announced Wednesday morning that Ms. Sala's release was "thanks to intense work on diplomatic and intelligence channels."

Ms. Sala had been held for 20 days and had told her family that she was kept in an isolation cell, with only two blankets and constant light, her family has said.

The Italian journalist Cecilia Sala in 2023. Iran said she had been arrested on charges of violating the laws of the Islamic Republic, but did not provide additional details.  Andrea Merola/ANSA, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


On Wednesday Ms. Sala's partner, Daniele Raineri, said she had called him and told him, "I am free."

"I am so happy," Mr. Raineri said as he prepared to go to the airport to greet Ms. Sala. He said the wait was "excruciating" but that Italy had done "exceptional work."

A photo posted later in the day on Il Post, the online newspaper where Mr. Raineri works as a foreign correspondent, showed Ms. Sala and Mr. Raineri hugging on the tarmac.

Another photo showed her alongside Italy's prime minister, Giorgia Meloni; the country's foreign minister, Antonio Tajani; and the mayor of Rome, Roberto Gualtieri.

"Welcome back Cecilia!" Ms. Meloni wrote on social media alongside a photo of the two of them.

It was unclear how Italy obtained the release of Ms. Sala.

She was taken into custody three days after the police in Milan had arrested Mohammad Abedini Najafabadi, a 38-year-old Iranian, on behalf of the United States. Mr. Abedini was accused by Washington of providing drone components to Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps -- the country's primary military force.

The Iranian authorities said on Dec. 25 that they expected "the Italian government to prevent the violation of the human rights of the Iranian citizen who has been unjustly accused by the United States."

A photograph released by Chora media showing Ms. Sala speaking with Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni. Chora Media


Iran has often jailed foreigners and dual nationals to extract concessions from their countries, including prisoner swaps. But Iranian officials said on Monday that there had been no connection between Mr. Abedini's arrest and Ms. Sala's.

On Wednesday, Mr. Abedini's lawyer in Italy, Alfredo De Francesco, said he was happy about Ms. Sala's release and now needed to focus on his client's case. He did not respond to questions about developments on Mr. Abedini's case.

Next week, on Jan. 15, Mr. Abedini faces a hearing to determine whether he will be granted house arrest as his case proceeds instead of remaining in jail.

Ms. Sala's visit to Iran was her first since 2021, and since then, much had changed in the country. A new president has been elected, its shadow war with Israel has moved into the open, and Bashar al-Assad, the president of Syria and a longtime ally, had recently been ousted.

Ms. Sala, a writer and podcaster, set out to document the shifting atmosphere. She interviewed a standup comedian, and she photographed women in cafes and on the streets who were not wearing head scarves, posting a selection of images on Instagram last month and describing them as "Tehran's new faces and new streets."

Around midday on Dec. 19, as she prepared to leave her hotel for a meeting, her phone was disconnected from the internet, Mr. Raineri said. For 24 hours, her family did not hear from her. The plane on which Ms. Sala was supposed to leave Iran took off without her on Dec. 20. Then they received a phone call, Mr. Raineri said. "I was arrested," Ms. Sala told her family. "I am not wounded."

The news of Ms. Sala's detention became public on Dec. 27, after she received a visit from Italy's ambassador to Iran. It dominated media coverage in Italy, and President Sergio Mattarella mentioned her case in his end-of-year message.

On Jan 1., Ms. Sala called her family again and reported the dire conditions in which she was being kept. When details of the phone call were leaked to the news media, they caused another shock wave. Ms. Meloni spoke with Ms. Sala's mother. Then she took off to Mar-a-Lago to meet with President-elect Donald J. Trump.

Less than a week later, Ms. Sala was on her way back to Italy.

On Wednesday, Chora Media, a company that posts podcasts by Ms. Sala, put up a new episode of her show. It contained an interview with her mother after she had received word of her daughter's release.

It also carried Ms. Sala's first words at the airport. "Hi, I am back," she said.

A photograph released by Palazzo Chigi Press Office showing Ms. Sala with her parents, Elisabetta Vernoni and Renato Sala, as she returned to Italy. Filippo Attili/Palazzo Chigi Press Office


Leily Nikounazar and Farnaz Fassihi contributed reporting.
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Hostage Is Found Dead in Gaza Tunnel, Israel Says

The hostage, Youssef Ziyadne, an Arab Bedouin, was seized along with three grown children on Oct. 7, 2023. Two of them were released, but there is "serious concern" about the fate of the third.

Relatives and friends of Youssef Ziyadne and his son Hamza, two Bedouins who were taken hostage on Oct. 7, 2023, gathered at the family home in the southern Bedouin city of Rahat, Israel on Wednesday. Ahmad Gharabli/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Ephrat Livni



Jan 08, 2025 at 09:08 PM

The Israeli military said on Wednesday that it had discovered the body of a hostage taken from Israel on Oct. 7, 2023 in an underground tunnel in the area of Rafah in the Gaza Strip, along with evidence that raises questions about the state of another, related captive.

The deceased hostage was identified as Youssef Ziyadne of Rahat, an Arab Bedouin city in southern Israel. Mr. Ziyadne, who was in his 50s, and three of his grown children, were abducted from a kibbutz where he and two of the children had been working during the Hamas-led attack on Israel that ignited the war in Gaza.

Two of Mr. Ziyadne's children, Bilal and Aisha, both in their late teens, were released during a temporary truce and exchange of hostages for Palestinian prisoners in November 2023.

But the father and his adult son, Hamza Ziyadne, about 22 at the time of his abduction, remained in captivity. The Israeli military noted that the same operation that led to the discovery of Youssef Ziyadne's body also revealed "findings" related to Hamza, "which raise serious concerns for his life."

The announcement that a hostage had been found dead, and that the fate of another is uncertain, came as the families of captives and President-elect Donald J. Trump have been pressuring Israel and Hamas to close a deal that would lead to a cease-fire and the return of the remaining captives before Mr. Trump takes office later this month.

Of the 250 hostages taken on Oct. 7, 2023, about 100 remain held in Gaza, with a third or more of those still there presumed dead.

In August of last year, the Israeli military freed Farhan al-Qadi, center, a Bedouin from a village near Rahat, where Mr. Ziyadne's family lives. Amir Levy/Getty Images


In a briefing with reporters on Wednesday, Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, an Israeli military spokesman, said "dozens of hostages" are still alive but declined to give a specific number.

Addressing the discovery of Mr. Ziyadne, Colonel Shoshani said that bodies presumed to belong to his Hamas guards had also been found nearby, but he did not indicate how the hostage or the others had been killed. He also did not detail the findings that the military said had raised concerns about the fate of Hamza Ziyadne, the son. 

"Our hearts ache over the immense tragedy of the Ziyadne family," Isaac Herzog, Israel's president, said in a statement. He added, "Time is running out. Youssef was abducted alive! Our hostages are in immediate life-threatening danger. We must continue to do everything possible to urgently return 99 of our brothers and sisters -- the living to their families and the fallen and murdered to be laid to rest in dignity."

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has been accused by some Israelis of failing to prioritize the return of the hostages, on Wednesday expressed "deep sorrow over the bitter news" for the Ziyadne family. He also pledged to "continue making every effort to secure the release of all hostages back home -- both the living and the dead."

There are about 300,000 Bedouin in the Negev desert area of southern Israel, and other members of the community, in addition to the Ziyadne family, were killed or taken hostage in the Oct. 7, 2023 attacks. Samer Talalka, a Bedouin, was one of three hostages mistakenly killed by Israeli forces in December 2023. In August of last year, the Israeli military brought home alive Farhan al-Qadi, a Bedouin from a village near Rahat, where Mr. Ziyadne's family lives.

A billboard on Wednesday in Tel Aviv beamed an image of President-elect Donald J. Trump and referenced his threat to unleash hell if hostages held in Gaza are not freed before his inauguration later this month. Oded Balilty/Associated Press


The Bedouin are a marginalized minority in Israel, with unemployment high and poverty rampant in their villages, which have long suffered from a lack of basic services, including running water and electricity. Some Bedouin, who are Arab and Muslim, choose to serve in the Israeli military or work on kibbutzim or for other Israeli Jews, and are sometimes seen as traitors by fellow Arabs.

Mr. al-Qadi had worked as an unarmed guard on a kibbutz in southern Israel when he was taken hostage. Mr. Ziyadne and the two sons were working on a dairy farm at a nearby kibbutz, and Aisha was visiting her father and brothers at work, when they were all taken captive.

President Biden and top aides have been working for many months to negotiate the release of the remaining hostages and to secure a cease-fire, and a deal has seemed imminent several times, only to fall apart after what Biden administration officials have said were rejections by Hamas negotiators. Israeli officials have also repeatedly objected to some parts of proposed deals.

Relatives of the captives argue that there is no time to wait, and many have pushed for an immediate cease-fire deal. In a statement expressing sorrow over the death of Youssef Ziyadne, the Hostages Families Forum, which represents relatives of the captives, repeated a call for urgency it has made many times before.

"Every day in captivity poses an immediate mortal danger to the hostages who have managed to survive for 15 months, and threatens the possibility of returning the deceased for burial," the forum said.

Johnatan Reiss contributed reporting.
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Ireland Joins South Africa's Genocide Case Against Israel

Ireland had said it would intervene in the case at the International Court of Justice, arguing that Israel's actions in Gaza amounted to collective punishment.

In Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on Tuesday. Abdel Kareem Hana/Associated Press



By Megan Specia
Reporting from London


Jan 07, 2025 at 07:18 PM

Ireland has formally joined South Africa's genocide case against Israel, according to a statement on Tuesday from the International Court of Justice.

The filing, made on Monday, comes months after Ireland announced plans to intervene in the case before the United Nations' highest judicial body.

"Ireland, invoking Article 63 of the Statute of the Court, filed in the Registry of the Court a declaration of intervention in the case concerning Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip," the court said in a statement on Tuesday.

South Africa brought its case to the I.C.J. in December 2023, accusing Israel of committing genocide in Gaza. Israel has strongly rejected the allegation, describing South Africa's filing as a "despicable and contemptuous exploitation of the Court."

In an initial ruling in January 2024, the court ordered Israel to restrain its attacks in Gaza, and in May it ordered the country to immediately halt its military offensive in the city of Rafah, in southern Gaza.

The United Nations allows countries to "intervene" in proceedings if they are parties to the United Nations' 1948 Genocide Convention.

A spokesperson for Ireland's Department of Foreign Affairs confirmed the filing on Tuesday. "It is important for the Court, in its consideration of any multilateral convention, to understand how other parties to that convention interpret and apply it," it said in a statement.

The filing was long anticipated. Last month, the government approved a plan to file its argument in the case, with Micheal Martin, the deputy prime minister and minister for foreign affairs, saying that it would be filed in The Hague, where the court is based, within weeks.

"There has been a collective punishment of the Palestinian people through the intent and impact of military actions of Israel in Gaza, leaving 44,000 dead and millions of civilians displaced," Mr. Martin said in December, adding that Ireland would ask the court to broaden its interpretation of what constitutes the commission of genocide by a state.

"We are concerned that a very narrow interpretation of what constitutes genocide leads to a culture of impunity in which the protection of civilians is minimized," he added.

Experts say the court is not expected to rule on the genocide charge for years.

The decision to intervene in the case reflects Ireland's longstanding support for Palestinian civilians, rooted in part in a shared history of British colonialism and in Ireland's own experience with a seemingly intractable sectarian conflict -- The Troubles, which came to a close with the 1998 Good Friday Agreement.

Last month, Israel announced it was closing its embassy in Dublin, citing what it said were "the extreme anti-Israel policies of the Irish government." Israeli officials said the action did not mean that Israel was severing diplomatic relations with Ireland.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/07/world/europe/ireland-icj-israel-genocide.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Trump's Threat About Hostages Frustrates Gazans: 'It Is Already Hell'

President-elect Donald J. Trump said "all hell will break out in the Middle East" if hostages captured in the Hamas-led attacks were not freed before he takes office.

Inspecting the damage in a building in Deir al Balah, Gaza, on Wednesday after an Israeli airstrike. Abdel Kareem Hana/Associated Press



By Hiba Yazbek, Abu Bakr Bashir and Lara Jakes



Jan 08, 2025 at 02:27 PM

For more than a year, almost two million Palestinians living in Gaza have been homeless, facing severe food and medical shortages and under enduring threat of Israeli airstrikes. Nearly 46,000 Gazans have been killed, local health officials said on Wednesday, in a landscape largely reduced to rubble.

So when President-elect Donald J. Trump vowed that "all hell will break out in the Middle East" if hostages taken from Israel during the Hamas-led attacks of Oct. 7, 2023, are not freed in the next two weeks, Gazans were left to wonder: if this is not hell, then what is?

"I am not sure he understands the situation here -- it is already hell," said Alaa Isam, 33, from Deir al Balah, in central Gaza.

Negotiations to end the war between Israel and Hamas have made little progress, leaving civilians in Gaza caught in the crossfire with little hope for the future.

"We have been being killed for 15 months," Mr. Isam said. "We have been through two cold winters in tents, two hot summers that ruined our food. We have been subject to starvation and people died out of hunger, in addition to the continuous brutal bombardment of everywhere."

Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, Mr. Trump said, "I don't want to hurt the negotiation" for a hostage exchange and a cease-fire agreement that remain under discussion. Mr. Trump's incoming top Middle East envoy, Steven Witkoff, is expected to join those talks in Doha, Qatar, later this week.

But Mr. Trump was explicit about threatening consequences should Hamas refuse to release about 100 remaining hostages -- at least a third of whom are presumed dead -- who were taken from Israeli territory and have been held since the militant group led the attack on Israel.

"It will not be good for Hamas and it will not be good, frankly, for anyone," he said.

"If the deal isn't done before I take office, which is now going to be two weeks, all hell will break out in the Middle East," Mr. Trump added.

His comments reverberated Wednesday across Gaza, including with some civilians who understood the threat to mean that Palestinians would be punished and not Israel if an agreement on the hostages is not reached by Jan. 20, when Mr. Trump is inaugurated.

Akram al-Satri, 47, a freelance translator from Khan Younis, in southern Gaza, said he found it strange that Mr. Trump "does not realize that Gaza has been deprived of all forms of life, and that he thinks he could add to that hell while Israel had not been spared any effort in turning the lives of Gazans into something far uglier than hell."

"All of us who witness bombs dropping over our heads daily" were living "a reality that is more destructive and miserable than hell," he added.

While most Gazans mainly blame Israel for the death and destruction around them, many also say they hold Hamas responsible for starting the war.

"Hamas should have reached an agreement long time ago," said Abdul Aziz Said, 33, who is also from Deir al Balah. "They say ending the war is their priority, but do not act like this is the case. I know Israel is not offering them anything serious, but I don't care. I want this killing to stop."

Mr. Witkoff on Tuesday struck an optimistic tone that a deal could soon be reached. "I think that we've had some really great progress, and I'm really hopeful that by the inaugural we'll have some good things to announce on behalf of the president," he said, standing next to Mr. Trump.

Regardless of the war's outcome, several Gazans interviewed on Wednesday said they feared a continuation of the pro-Israel policies Mr. Trump pursued in his first term, from 2017 to 2021.

In those years, the American Embassy in Israel was moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, which Palestinians also claim as their capital, and the United States also recognized Israel's sovereignty over the Golan Heights, which Israel captured from Syria in 1967. Palestinians and their allies in Arab states also worry that Mr. Trump will not stop Israel from annexing more disputed areas in the West Bank and occupying at least parts of Gaza.

But many Palestinians have fumed over the past year that the United States, under President Biden, has not done more to protect them from Israeli strikes that have leveled their cities and halted humanitarian aid deliveries.

Just this past week, the Biden administration informed Congress that it would allow American weapons producers to sell $8 billion in arms to Israel, including 500-pound bombs that can cause significant injury and death, especially in areas with little protection, like tent camps. Many of the weapons would most likely be shipped over the next two years, but some could be delivered within months.

"The engine of this entire ugly and unjust offensive is America," said Amna Soliman, 42, a former teacher at the American International School in Gaza. "There is nothing left of Gaza."

Forced to flee her home in Jabaliya, in northern Gaza, Ms. Soliman said that at least a half-dozen of her relatives had died and that she had lost her job since the start of the war's "hellish reality."

"We are already living in fear and worry and horror," she added.
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At a Beloved Lebanese Market, the 'Destruction Is Painful'

Israeli raids pummeled the historic souk in the city of Nabatieh, in southern Lebanon. Residents and shop owners are only beginning to come to terms with the damage.

The destroyed market in Nabatieh, once a bustling center for vendors and shoppers from across Lebanon.



By Abdi Latif Dahir
Photographs by Laura Boushnak
Reporting from Nabatieh, Lebanon


Jan 07, 2025 at 10:01 AM

The business owners arrived one by one, but all were united in their mission on a chilly December morning: Salvage anything from the pulverized market in this hillside city in southern Lebanon.

A photo studio operator and his son trudged through debris and twisted metal to recover dust-coated negatives and camera lenses. A clothes shop proprietor dragged a garbage bag holding leggings, retrieved from under mangled rebar. And an optical store owner stood atop crushed concrete slabs that were once the rooftop of his business's building.

"Everything is gone," said Raed Mokaled, 58, who, along with the eyeglasses business, co-owned a gold and watches store in the same building with his brother. "An orange ball of fire took out everything."

Israel conducted intense air raids and then began a ground invasion into south Lebanon in late September to retaliate against Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group that had been attacking it in solidarity with Hamas after the Oct. 7, 2023, terror attacks on Israel. A fragile 60-day truce, signed in November, has suspended the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah.

"Everything is gone," said Raed Mokaled, 58, who owns an optical business.


Broken and battered equipment from Mr. Mokaled's businesses.


In the city of Nabatieh, which shares its name with the surrounding governorate where Hezbollah largely held sway, Israeli strikes obliterated the historic market on Oct. 12, at the height of the war. Another strike hit the nearby municipal building a few days later, killing at least 16 people, including the city's mayor, according to Lebanese officials.

Israel said it had attacked Hezbollah targets in the area, but its claim could not be independently confirmed. Amnesty International said it did not find any evidence of a military target at the city's headquarters.

The strikes across the governorate, which borders both Israel and Syria, have left behind scenes of desolation and ruin that many Lebanese say are unlike any they have seen. A World Bank report estimated the Nabatieh governorate incurred $1.5 billion in economic losses during the war with Israel.

On a recent morning, two weeks after the cease-fire, reporters with The New York Times arrived in the market as residents and business owners came to survey and deal with the wreckage. One by one, they said, they drove across rutted and bombed-out roads to arrive at the centuries-old market they fondly called the souk. Once a bustling center for vendors and shoppers from across Lebanon, it was now a shell of its glorious past.

Iconic shops, like the decades-old sweets store, were wiped out. Collapsed walls, shattered glass and twisted steel lay everywhere. Instead of the fragrant herbs and fresh produce that many people once sought in the market, a smoky and charred smell still swirled in the air.

"This is a catastrophe," said Niran Ali. For 16 years, she co-owned a children's clothing shop in the market and used it to support her family of four.


The remains of a clothing store.


Mannequins perched atop the mound of rubble and wires. Receipts, CDs and tattered sneakers littered the scorched pavements.

"This is a catastrophe," said Niran Ali, 58, while standing amid the wreckage.

For 16 years, she co-owned a children's clothing shop in the market and used it to support her family of four. Now, almost everything -- about $100,000 in goods, she said -- was gone.

"The destruction is painful to look at," she said. "Our only hope is with God."

Just across the street, Abed Al Raouf Farhat, 34, inspected the damage to his father's photo studio. The strikes hadn't entirely crumbled the building, but left it marred with deep cracks, exposed beams and a leaking roof. Inside, thick dust coated everything: the damaged photocopier, the cameras, the wooden photo frames.

Mr. Farhat's father, Hamzah, opened the Amal Photo Studio Lab in 1982. Since then, generations of families across Nabatieh had been coming to take wedding and graduation photos. The elder Mr. Farhat, who is 65, also trained young photographers -- including his own son, who has since gone to work as a photographer and videographer across the Middle East and Africa.

Abed Al Raouf Farhat, 34, center, inspecting the damage to his father's photo studio.


Framed images at the damaged photo studio, where generations of families went for wedding and graduation photos. 


With the damage from the latest strikes, Mr. Farhat said, an establishment that was a symbol of community and collective memory has become a grim reminder of the war's heavy toll. "Everything is gone," Mr. Farhat said. "But my dad and Nabatieh are still standing, and he will start again from zero."

The photo studio's story -- and the larger market's -- is closely intertwined with the city's tumultuous past. Israel attacked Nabatieh in 1974 and 1978 and occupied it for three years beginning in 1982 following its invasion of southern Lebanon in retaliation for the Palestine Liberation Organization's shelling of northern Israel. It also bombarded Nabatieh in 1993, 1996 and during the monthlong 2006 war as it clashed with Hezbollah in the region.

Hezbollah is a dominant force in Nabatieh, which has a majority Shiite population, though the group doesn't have unanimous public backing. In several streets across the city, images of Hassan Nasrallah, the Hezbollah leader assassinated by Israel in September, are pasted on walls and electricity poles.

When Israel attacked the market in 2006, business owners said the Iran-backed group gave them some money to rebuild. This time -- with Hezbollah weakened, its military abilities and infrastructure degraded and its ally in Syria deposed -- no one had approached them to make assessments or lend support, several business owners said.

Hezbollah announced in late December that it had a program to rebuild the southern villages pummeled by Israeli raids. Hezbollah officials said priority would be given to families whose homes were completely or partly destroyed, but didn't say when or if businesses would get financial support.

Hezbollah also said the task of reconstruction was a national one and that the state -- over which it holds significant power -- also had a responsibility to help citizens rebuild.

"Every few years, we lose everything," said Khalil Tarhini, 67, whose lingerie and underwear shop was flattened. When his shop was damaged in 2006, Hezbollah, he said, gave him $18,000 in compensation -- a fraction of the more than $100,000 he lost, he said. He had to sell his property to rebuild the business, he said.

"We will be back, but it will take a while," Mr. Tarhini said as he stared at bulldozers clearing debris where his shop once stood.

For now, the slow and grueling process of rebuilding has begun. Across Nabatieh, advertisements and signs in Arabic declare, "We will rebuild together," or, "It will come back better."

Images of Hassan Nasrallah, the Hezbollah leader assassinated by Israel in September, are pasted on walls and electricity poles in Nabatieh.


"Every few years, we lose everything," said Khalil Tarhini, 67, whose shop was flattened.


Hassan Jamal Sabboury and his family returned to the city from the capital, Beirut, hours after the cease-fire took effect in late November.

What he found, he said, brought him to tears. The gas station and carwash, which his grandfather first built decades ago, were gone. His apartment down the street, which he had outfitted with plush, cream-colored furniture, was ravaged.

But the strikes didn't hit the fuel tanks underground, he said, allowing him the chance to restart somewhere.

"We are staying strong and resilient," he said as he managed workers moving debris and mixing cement. He hoped the gas station would reopen in a month.

Mr. Mokaled, who ran the glasses business, was not so lucky.

When he and his family returned to the market, they realized they had lost goods worth hundreds of thousands of dollars. Glasses, eyewear repair kits and gold cleaning equipment were wrecked. Out of 1,200 watches in the store, they were able to recover just over 100, he said. His home was also hit in a strike, and he was now staying in a one-bedroom guesthouse.

Despite an overwhelming sense of disbelief, he said, he had no choice but to rebuild. He and his brother have rented another store and plan to restart the optical business on a smaller scale.

"Life has to go on," he said, his face pale and drawn. "If you stop, that means you are dead."

A building destroyed by Israeli airstrikes near the market, which was obliterated at the height of the war.
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With Stakes High, Lebanese Lawmakers to Try Again to Choose a President

Despite pressure by the United States and others to elect a president in order to receive financial support, a consensus candidate has yet to emerge who can clearly end Lebanon's political gridlock.

The empty presidential chair of Lebanon after Michel Aoun's six-year term in the office ended, at the presidential palace in Baabda in 2022. Mohamed Azakir/Reuters



By Euan Ward



Jan 08, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Lebanon's deeply divided Parliament is set Thursday to try to elect a new president, potentially ending a yearslong political vacuum and ushering in a degree of stability for a country reeling from its bloodiest war in decades.

For more than two years, the tiny Mediterranean nation has been paralyzed by political gridlock and led by a weak caretaker government through a series of upheavals, including a historic economic collapse, a destructive war between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and the collapse of the Assad regime in neighboring Syria.

Lebanon's election of a president would be the first step in forming a full-fledged government with a mandate to steady the country. But, despite the urgency, it remains unclear whether anyone will be elected at all.

The country's Parliament is fractured along sectarian lines and lawmakers have failed in 12 previous votes to elect a new president since October 2022, when Michel Aoun stepped down from the office at the end of his six-year term.

The vote on Thursday could be no different. Lebanon is facing diplomatic pressure by the United States and other foreign donors who have hinged postwar financial support on the election of a president. But it is not clear that the leading candidate, Joseph Aoun, the U.S.-backed commander of the Lebanese military (and unrelated to the former president), will receive enough votes to be elected.

Former President Michel Aoun delivering a speech to his supporters gathered outside the presidential palace in Baabda, east of Beirut, in Oct. 2022. Bilal Hussein/Associated Press


"This election is about Lebanon basically reaching a necessary milestone in its much-needed recovery," said Lina Khatib, an associate fellow at Chatham House, a London-based research organization. "However, the reality is that Lebanon's various political stakeholders are nowhere near reaching the consensus needed to agree on who will be the next president -- even in this very critical period."

"The stakes are higher than ever," said Ms. Khatib.

The 14-month war between Israel and Hezbollah has left swaths of the country in ruin with little money to finance reconstruction. The World Bank estimates that the war has cost $8.5 billion in damages alone. Lebanon's security situation also remains volatile, and the government that eventually takes shape will need to steer the country through a fragile 60-day cease-fire that diplomats hope will become permanent.

For over two years, Lebanon's stalemate has paralyzed state institutions and exacerbated the country's already crippling economic malaise. Hezbollah, the dominant political force in Lebanon, has long been considered one of the main stumbling blocks by many in the country. The group scuttled a bid last year to elect a top International Monetary Fund official as Lebanon's president by walking out of the vote.

But analysts say that Israel's lightning offensive against Hezbollah, which decimated the group's leadership and shattered its image as a behemoth holding sway over the country, may provide the window of opportunity needed to break Lebanon's political gridlock.

Lebanon's caretaker prime minister, Najib Mikati, center, and the Lebanese army commander, Joseph Aoun, to his right, visiting the southern Lebanese village of Khiam last month. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In the run-up to the coming election, Hezbollah appears to be showing some signs of flexibility, although it remains to be seen how the vote will play out. On Sunday, a senior official in the group, Wafiq Safa, signaled that it would not veto Mr. Aoun's candidacy as many feared.

"They have calculated that they are still powerful, but they will have to make some concessions," said Paul Salem, the vice president for international engagement at the Middle East Institute in Washington. "Now, they need massive and large-scale foreign aid, and they also need a legitimate state within which to exist -- within which to protect themselves."

"The first building block is to elect a president," said Mr. Salem.

The Lebanese Parliament's 128 members elect a president via a secret ballot, a process marred in recent years by walkouts. In the first round, a two-thirds majority is required, an outcome that analysts have called unlikely for Thursday. In subsequent rounds, however, a simple majority will suffice.

If a president is elected on Thursday, he would then appoint a prime minister, in consultation with Parliament, who will be tasked with forming the government. That is likely to be a long process, and the resulting executive body will ultimately be left with the herculean task of reviving the crisis-hit nation.

The Parliament speaker, Nabih Berri, a key Hezbollah ally, said in an interview with local media last week that he was determined to elect a president on Thursday. He has pledged to keep voting open until a candidate is agreed upon.

Mr. Berri conceded however that there was not yet any consensus on who that candidate would be, marking a departure from previous elections where stakeholders normally reach an informal agreement before the vote itself.

Amid the mounting uncertainty, Lebanon's prime minister, Najib Mikati, who has become the beleaguered face of the country's caretaker government, struck an optimistic tone on Wednesday.

"Today, and for the first time since the presidential vacancy, I feel happy," he said in a statement. "God willing, tomorrow we will have a new president of the republic."

Pictures of former presidents at Baabda Palace in 2022. Wael Hamzeh/EPA, via Shutterstock
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How Bodyguards Are Keeping South Korea's Leader From Detention

President Yoon Suk Yeol's security service stopped an effort to detain him on insurrection charges and has vowed to do so again. Its roots are in the era of military dictatorships.

Security personnel at the Seoul residence of Yoon Suk Yeol, the suspended president of South Korea. Mr. Yoon was impeached after a short-lived martial law declaration last month.  Chang W. Lee/The New York Times



By Choe Sang-Hun
Reporting from Seoul


Jan 08, 2025 at 08:00 AM

South Korea's Presidential Security Service, a n agency  assigned to protect the president, prides itself on being the "last bastion for a safe and stable state administration." It is now at the heart of South Korea's biggest political mess in decades, acting as a final line of defense to prevent criminal investigators from detaining President Yoon Suk Yeol on  charges of insurrection.

Since  his impeachment over a short-lived martial law declaration last month, Mr. Yoon has been holed up in central Seoul, in a hilly compound that is now surrounded by barricades of buses, barbed wire and the presidential bodyguards . He has vowed to "fight to the end" to return to office.  But a majority of South Koreans, according to surveys, want him ousted and arrested, and a court on Tuesday granted investigators a new warrant to detain him .

The only thing standing between them and Mr. Yoon is the Presidential Security Service, or P.S.S., which blocked the first attempt to serve the warrant last Friday. When 100 criminal investigators and police officers showed up at  his residence, the agency's staff outnumbered them two-to-one and held them off, questioning the legality of the court-issued document. The two sides went back-and-forth during a five-and-a-half-hour standoff, before investigators abandoned efforts to detain Mr. Yoon.

Much like the Secret Service does in the United States, the P.S.S. protects sitting and former presidents, presidents-elect and visiting heads of state. Created in 1963 under the former dictator Park Chung-hee, the P.S.S. was once one of the government's most powerful agencies, with the military strongmen relying on its loyalty to  escape assassination attempts. As South Korea democratized in recent decades, it had largely receded into the shadows. But under Mr. Yoon, it began  attracting unsavory attention from the public as its agents   dragged away protesters during public events.

Mr. Yoon  appointed Kim Yong-hyun, his most loyal  ally, to serve as his first security service chief before promoting him to defense minister. Although South Korea is currently being run by an acting president after Mr. Yoon was suspended from office following his impeachment, the service has sworn to defend Mr. Yoon because he remains the sole elected leader.

The security service has warned  that there could be a clash if investigators try again to detain Mr. Yoon . The agency includes hundreds of trained bodyguards and anti-terrorist specialists, who are backed by detachments from the police and military .

Buses barricaded the entrance of Mr. Yoon's residence on Wednesday. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times


The police have ordered Park Jong-joon, the head of the security service, to appear for questioning on potential charges of obstructing justice, an order he has so far ignored. They threatened to seek a warrant to detain him if he continues to defy summons.

"We should not let the people  see the unfortunate scene of government agencies clash ," said Mr. Park.

 South Koreans who wanted Mr. Yoon arrested have expressed outrage at his refusal to cooperate. Park Chan-dae, the floor leader of the Democratic Party, the main opposition, called Mr. Yoon a coward for hiding behind  his  presidential guards and trying to "instigate civil war and bloodshed."

"The President Security Service has turned itself into a private militia for Yoon Suk Yeol," said Jung Ji Ung, a lawyer and president of the bar association for Gyeonggi, the populous province that surrounds Seoul. By rejecting the court-issued warrant,  he added, the security service "has  put itself above the judiciary." The security spat has added to the state of confusion that has paralyzed South Korea since Mr. Yoon's attempt to impose martial law. Multiple government agencies are investigating him on insurrection charges.

Caught up in the struggle are the police and military, which have been called upon by both sides to provide help. Compounding it all are ongoing legal disputes over who can investigate whom and who must follow whose orders in the wake of Mr. Yoon's impeachment.

Mr. Yoon faces a two-track investigation: one political, and the other criminal. The first is by the Constitutional Court, which will begin hearings next week to decide whether to formally remove or reinstate the president. The second is an unprecedented criminal investigation, the first time officials have tried to detain a president who is still in office.

Investigators  want to question Mr. Yoon to determine whether he committed insurrection when he ordered  troops to seize the National Assembly and round up his political opponents.

Mr. Yoon and his lawyers  have said his declaration of martial law was a legitimate use of presidential power to tame an unruly opposition, which has stymied his political agenda. They have fired a flurry of legal challenges against those who seek to arrest him.

On Wednesday, Mr. Yoon's lawyer, Yoon Kab-keun, reiterated that the president would not accept a detention warrant, but he said the president would surrender himself if a court issued a formal and proper arrest warrant because he did not want to escalate "the conflict, confusion and division" in the country.

Until recently, government prosecutors had usually investigated all politically sensitive criminal cases.

Mr. Yoon, left, with Moon Jae-in, then South Korea's president, in 2019. Mr. Moon created the Corruption Investigation Office for High-ranking Officials in 2020.  Yonhap/EPA, via Shutterstock


But Mr. Yoon's liberal predecessor, President Moon Jae-in, created the Corruption Investigation Office for High-ranking Officials, or C.I.O., in 2020, and it took away some of the investigative rights of prosecutors. But the new agency's role was never clearly defined, and it has fewer resources. Prosecutors have arrested many key figures involved in Mr. Yoon's ill-fated martial law, including army generals and Mr. Kim, the former P.S.S. commander, who was a close partner in Mr. Yoon's martial law decree.

The C.I.O., which has argued that the insurrection case falls under its jurisdiction, teamed up with the police for added support in a joint investigation. But the office's resources were so limited that it could mobilize only 20 officials in its operation to detain Mr. Yoon last Friday.

Even with 80 police officers backing them, it was unable to get past the security service, which mobilized 200 agents and soldiers, who locked arms to form barricades.

Stung by the embarrassing failure, the investigation office and the police are regrouping. They have indicated if they try to detain Mr. Yoon again, they would bring along more officials . Some fear a violent clash if neither side backs down.

"We will make thorough preparations to achieve our goal in the second attempt," Oh Dong-hoon, the investigation office's chief prosecutor, told a parliamentary hearing on Tuesday.

Some opposition lawmakers are pushing bills to disband the security service and replace it with a security detail from the police.

They see it as a relic from decades ago, when South Korea's military dictators feared North Korean assassins, as well as internal enemies, and used the presidential security detail as personal bodyguards, appointing their most trusted allies as their chiefs. (When the military dictator Park Chung-hee was assassinated by his national intelligence chief, Kim Jae Kyu, during a drinking party in 1979, Mr. Kim first shot Mr. Park's chief bodyguard, Cha Chi Chol, whose influence eclipsed that of his spy agency.)

"The Presidential Security Service is a symbol of imperial presidency and a legacy of our authoritarian past," said Shin Jang-sik, an opposition lawmaker  who helped draft one bill to disband the P.S.S. "We need to stop it from acting above the law  and acting like an agency of absolute power."

Mr. Yoon's compound on Wednesday morning. The Presidential Security Service has warned that there could be a clash if investigators try again to detain Mr. Yoon. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times
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In Tibet, Survivors of Strong Quake Face Freezing Weather Conditions

Rescuers rushed to distribute blankets and tents to those displaced by the magnitude-7.1 quake that struck Tibetan villages near Nepal, toppling over 3,000 homes.

Rescue workers conducting search and rescue for survivors in the aftermath of an earthquake in Changsuo Township of Dingri County in Tibet on Tuesday. Jigme Dorje/Xinhua, via Associated Press



By Tiffany May



Jan 08, 2025 at 05:56 AM

Rescuers working in subzero conditions and bracing winds searched the rubble on Wednesday after a strong quake in Tibet toppled thousands of houses in a remote area near the northern foothills of Mount Everest. Tens of thousands of residents were being transferred to safety while dozens were being treated for injuries.

At least 126 people have died and 188 were injured in the quake, which struck on Tuesday morning in Dingri County, near one of Tibet's most historic cities, in western China, state media reported. The quake was China's deadliest since December 2023, when 151 people were killed in a magnitude 6.2 temblor in the northwestern provinces of Gansu and Qinghai.

The area has since recorded more than 600 aftershocks, some exceeding a magnitude of 4.0, Chinese state media said. Survivors and rescuers have had to brave freezing temperatures, as the mercury dropped to a low of minus 18 degrees Celsius or 0 Fahrenheit at night. Recent aerial images near the epicenter showed frozen lake surfaces, and temperatures are expected to remain low for the next three days, which could narrow the window for rescuing survivors.

The true extent of the damage was hard to determine independently. Tibet is one of the most inaccessible and underdeveloped parts of China. Security has been heightened for decades because of tensions between Beijing and Tibetans, many of whom have struggled to maintain their cultural identity and religious traditions in a country dominated by Han Chinese. Foreign journalists are forbidden from traveling independently in the region.

Much of the relief effort is focused on warding off the cold. The state broadcaster showed video footage of rescuers setting up tents draped with an insulated layer and rigging them with light panels powered by generators as displaced residents draped in blankets huddled on cots and chairs.

Zhang Guoqing, the vice premier, visited hospitals and tent camps on Monday night. He instructed rescue teams to focus on finding remaining survivors, delivering medical care for the infirm, and ensuring that the displaced have enough food and warmth to survive the frigid winter.

Rescuers have pulled out more than 400 survivors from the rubble overnight. About 46,000 people were relocated to safety.

Chinese state media reported that road obstructions have been cleared, and electricity has resumed in most surrounding towns and villages. The state broadcaster showed footage of soldiers digging through rubble with gloved hands and shovels.

Li You contributed research in Beijing.
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Global Health


What We Know About HMPV, the Common Virus Spreading in China

While cases are climbing in China, the situation is very different from what it was when Covid-19 emerged five years ago, medical experts say. HMPV has circulated in humans for decades.

An X-ray of a four-month-old boy infected with human metapneumovirus, or H.M.P.V. Severe cases of the disease can result in bronchitis or pneumonia, particularly among infants, the elderly and immunocompromised people. Hilmes et al., Pediatric Radiology, 2017



By Stephanie Nolen
Stephanie Nolen covers global health.


Jan 07, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Reports of a surge in cases of a respiratory virus in China have evoked dark echoes of the start of the Covid-19 pandemic almost exactly five years ago.

But despite the surface similarities, this situation is very different, and far less worrisome, medical experts say.

The Chinese cases are reported to be infections with human metapneumovirus, known to doctors as HMPV. Here is what we know so far:

What is HMPV?

It is one of several pathogens that circulate across the world each year, causing respiratory illnesses. HMPV is common -- so common that most people will be infected while they are still children and may experience several infections in their lifetimes. In countries with months of cold weather HMPV can have an annual season, much like the flu, while in places closer to the Equator it circulates at lower levels all year long.

HMPV is similar to a virus that is better known in the United States -- respiratory syncytial virus, or R.S.V. It causes symptoms much like those associated with flu and Covid, including cough, fever, nasal congestion and wheezing.

Most HMPV infections are mild, resembling bouts of the common cold. But severe cases can result in bronchitis or pneumonia, particularly among infants, older adults and immunocompromised people. Patients with pre-existing lung conditions, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or emphysema, are at higher risk of severe outcomes.

In higher-income countries, the virus is rarely fatal; in lower-income countries, with weak health systems and poor surveillance, deaths are more common.

How long has this virus been around?

The virus was identified in 2001, but researchers say it has circulated in humans for at least 60 years. Though it is not new, it doesn't have the name recognition of influenza, Covid or even R.S.V., said Dr. Leigh Howard, an associate professor of pediatric infectious disease at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.

One reason is that it is rarely discussed by name, except when people are hospitalized with a confirmed case of it.

"The clinical features are really difficult to distinguish from other viral illnesses, and we don't routinely test for HMPV the way we do for Covid, flu or R.S.V.," Dr. Howard said. "So most infections go unrecognized and are chalked up to whatever respiratory thing is going around."

How does a person get infected with HMPV?

The virus spreads primarily through droplets or aerosols from coughing or sneezing, through direct contact with an infected individual or through exposure to contaminated surfaces -- basically the same ways people get colds, flu and Covid.

Is there a vaccine? Or a treatment?

There is no vaccine against HMPV. But there is a vaccine for R.S.V., and research is underway to find a vaccination that could protect against both viruses with one shot, since they are similar. There is no antiviral treatment specifically for HMPV; treatment focuses on management of symptoms.

What is China saying about it?

The Chinese authorities have acknowledged that HMPV cases are increasing, but have emphasized that the virus is a known entity and is not a major concern. The coronavirus that causes Covid-19 was a new pathogen, so people's immune systems had not built up defenses against it.

At a news conference held by China's Center for Disease Control and Prevention on Dec. 27, Kan Biao, the director of the center's Institute for Infectious Diseases, said that HMPV cases were rising among children 14 years and younger. The increase was especially notable in northern China, he said. Influenza cases have also increased, he said.

Cases could spike during the Lunar New Year holiday, at the end of January, when many people travel and gather in large groups, he said.

But overall, Mr. Kan said, "judging from the current situation, the scale and intensity of the spread of respiratory infectious diseases this year will be lower than last year's."

Official Chinese data shows that HMPV cases have been rising since mid-December, in both outpatient and emergency cases, according to Xinhua, the state news agency. Some parents and social media users were unfamiliar with the virus and were seeking advice online, the outlet said; it urged calm and ordinary precautions such as washing one's hands frequently and avoiding crowded places.

In a routine media briefing on Friday, a spokesperson for the Foreign Ministry reiterated that cases of influenza and other respiratory viruses routinely increase at this time of year but that they "appear to be less severe and spread on a smaller scale compared with the previous year."

Chinese officials said last week that it would set up a monitoring system for pneumonia of unknown origin. It will include procedures for laboratories to report cases and for disease control and prevention agencies to verify and handle them, the state broadcaster CCTV reported.

What has the public response in China been?

Online, amid comments from people saying they had never heard of HMPV and expressing concern that it was a new pathogen, state media outlets have sought to reassure people, warning them against blindly taking antiviral medications.

Some users have cracked jokes, saying that they could finally use up the masks they had stockpiled during the coronavirus pandemic. Many commenters have discussed a general uptick in illness, not just HMPV: "Why does the flu hurt so much" was trending on Weibo, a social media platform, on Monday.

What does the World Health Organization say?

The W.H.O. has not expressed concern. Dr. Margaret Harris, a spokeswoman for the organization, cited weekly reports from the Chinese authorities that showed a predictable rise in cases.

"As expected for this time of year, the Northern Hemisphere winter, there is a month-over-month increase of acute respiratory infections, including seasonal influenza, R.S.V. and human metapneumovirus," she said by email.

On Tuesday, the organization put out a statement saying, "W.H.O. is in contact with Chinese health officials and has not received any reports of unusual outbreak patterns." It added, "Chinese authorities report that the health care system is not overwhelmed and there have been no emergency declarations or responses triggered."

Should I worry?

The reports coming from China are evocative of those from the first, confusing days of the Covid pandemic, and the W.H.O. is still urging China to share more information about the origin of that outbreak, five years on.

But the current situation is different in key respects. Covid was a virus that spilled over into humans from animals and was previously unknown. HMPV is well studied, and there is widespread capacity to test for it. There is broad population-level immunity to this virus globally; there was none, for Covid. A severe HMPV season can strain hospital capacity -- particularly pediatric wards -- but does not overwhelm medical centers.

"However, it is also vital for China to share its data on this outbreak in a timely manner," said Dr. Sanjaya Senanayake, a specialist in infectious diseases and associate professor of medicine at the Australian National University. "This includes epidemiologic data about who is getting infected. Also, we will need genomic data confirming that HMPV is the culprit, and that there aren't any significant mutations of concern."

Vivian Wang contributed reporting from Beijing.
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News analysis


A Far-Right Government in Austria Would Be a Jolt, but Not Unexpected

The Freedom Party and its leader, Herbert Kickl, have steadily built support by demonizing immigrants, while entering Austria's political mainstream.

Herbert Kickl, the leader of the far-right Freedom Party, after speaking with reporters on Tuesday in Vienna. Lisa Leutner/Reuters



By Jim Tankersley and Christopher F. Schuetze
Reporting from Berlin


Jan 08, 2025 at 10:34 AM

The political party on the verge of leading Austria would take an already conservative country into a growing group of nations shifting to the far-right of European politics. It has flirted with Nazi slogans, cozied up to Russia and drawn warnings from Holocaust survivors' groups. It campaigned on promises to deport immigrants and ban political forms of Islam.

The Freedom Party, known as the FPO, and its firebrand leader, Herbert Kickl, were given the chance to form a governing coalition this week, after efforts to bar them from power collapsed. If they succeed in forming a government, it would be a shock to the Austrian political system and a further jolt to Western Europe, where similarly far-right parties are surging in France, Germany and elsewhere.

But it would not be a surprise.

The Freedom Party's rise follows years of growing acceptance of the far right in Austrian politics. Its growth has been helped by scandals and an ideological shift in the more mainstream conservative party that has led Austria's governments for 15 of the last 25 years.

Unlike in neighboring Germany, where all other parties have refused to include the right-wing-populist Alternative for Germany in federal ruling coalitions, other parties in Austria have allowed the Freedom Party to share power for years as a junior partner.

Mr. Kickl speaking to supporters during the final rally of his electoral campaign in September. Andreea Alexandru/Associated Press


The Freedom Party has broadened its appeal in recent elections with an anti-establishment message that harshly criticizes immigrants, Covid restrictions, the European Union and support for Ukraine in its defense against the Russian invasion. The party has gained support from blue-collar workers, university graduates and, critically, women. In elections for the European Parliament this summer, it was the most popular party among Austrian voters under the age of 35.

"The idea that the FPO is somehow politically taboo, that train has long left the station," said Laurenz Ennser-Jedenastik, a political scientist at the University of Vienna.

The Freedom Party was founded by former members of the SS, the Nazi paramilitary force, in the 1950s. It was largely shunned in its early years, but then slowly became part of the political establishment.

The party first entered a national government with progressive Social Democrats in 1983 and has served in four ruling coalitions since, the most recent just six years ago. It's also active on the state level and is in coalitions in the majority of Austria's nine states.

Until the late 1980s, the Freedom Party was a small, elitist entity largely associated with certain nationalist university fraternities. A new leader, Jorg Haider, attracted more voters by adopting campaign rhetoric harshly critical of foreigners. 

That focus has become the driving force of the modern party, sharpened and intensified by Mr. Kickl, who wrote speeches for Mr. Haider early in his career. Mr. Kickl steered the party into increasingly provocative slogans, including the xenophobic "Viennese blood -- too many foreigners does no one any good."

Jorg Haider, the former leader of the Freedom Party, in 2008. Dieter Nagl/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In 2017, the Freedom Party joined a governing coalition with the conservative People's Party. Karin Kneissl, then the Freedom Party's choice of foreign minister, was widely criticized for dancing at her 2018 wedding with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. She has since moved to Russia.

The administration and the coalition collapsed quickly in a scandal involving a hidden camera, a fake Russian heiress and a former Freedom Party leader in 2019.

During the administration, Mr. Kickl served as the country's interior minister, putting him in charge of immigration control, a subject that has been integral to the party's platform. 

He made headlines back then for suggesting "concentrating" refugees in centralized facilities. Although Mr. Kickl later claimed that he was not trying to provoke, many believe that his use of a Nazi-era phrase referencing concentration camps was deliberate.

It was also not isolated. Mr. Kickl's party has since repeatedly invoked the term "Volkskanzler" -- "the people's chancellor" -- that was used by Hitler.

While others in the party have wanted to soften the anti-immigrant rhetoric, Mr. Kickl has capitalized on raw, emotional appeals to native-born Austrian workers. He tapped into discontent over an influx of refugees to Austria from the Middle East and, later, Ukraine. At the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, he rallied opposition to vaccine mandates, lockdowns and masks.

In last fall's campaign, Mr. Kickl promised to build "Fortress Austria" -- by resorting to strict border control measures, the forced deportation of immigrants and a suspension of asylum rights for refugees, which would require breaking from a European Union agreement on migration. He called for a reversal of measures meant to fight climate change and a renewed focus on fossil fuels. 

He has also pushed for political changes that some analysts say would push Austria toward a more authoritarian model of government, akin to Viktor Orban in Hungary. Those changes include new referendum procedures that would allow a relatively small slice of the electorate to force a national vote to overturn the government or dismiss individual ministers. 

Refugees and migrants, many fleeing the civil war in Syria, in Vienna in 2015. Mauricio Lima for The New York Times


Mr. Kickl's platform appealed to many voters, with the party winning the most seats in the September election for the national assembly. "There's more demand for a certain toughness from politics," said Christoph Hofinger, an Austrian election researcher.

For some, it caused alarm. After the election, Christoph Heubner, the executive vice president for the International Auschwitz Committee, said that for Holocaust survivors, the victory had added "a new alarming chapter to their fears and concerns."

The Freedom Party has benefited, in part, from the problems of the People's Party. The group won the chancellorship handily in 2017, after turning toward the right on many issues. But the People's Party quickly fell into a series of scandals, including one related to rigged opinion polls published in the press. It also faced voter discontent over inflation and Covid restrictions, along with its most recent coalition partner, the Green Party.

After the election loss, Karl Nehammer, the incumbent chancellor from the People's Party, said he would not enter into a coalition with Mr. Kickl. Many saw the promise, made during the campaign, as a play to hold on to the chancellery, rather than an ideological stance, since the two parties have a long history of working together in state and federal governments.

"There was never any fundamental criticism of the FPO's understanding of democracy or the rule of law" from the conservatives, Mr. Ennser-Jedenastik said.

Despite months of trying, the People's Party was unable to form a coalition without the far right. And Mr. Nehammer announced his resignation from the chancellorship this week, paving the way for the Freedom Party to emerge on top in a coalition.

In a governing coalition, Mr. Kickl will not be able to deliver on all of his promises. The next Austrian government will need to close a budget deficit, which could hamper his economic agenda, including tax cuts and social spending increases.

But the party's popularity will give him a strong voice as he pushes for policy changes directed at foreigners and refugees, according to analysts. Likely among them: cutting social services to those who don't speak German or reducing financial aid for refugees.

During the fall election, 29 percent of Austrians voted for the Freedom Party. Current polling now puts voter support at more than 35 percent.

"If Kickl ever feels like the other side is not taking these talks seriously, he just gets up from the table and forces early elections," said Mr. Hofinger.
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Russian Strike Kills 13 in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine

The attack, which also wounded dozens of people, came hours after Ukraine's military attacked an oil depot deep inside Russia.

Firefighters work at the site of an administrative building damaged by Russian air and missile strikes, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine on Wednesday. Reuters



By Cassandra Vinograd and Oleksandr Chubko
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


Jan 08, 2025 at 12:14 PM

Russia bombed the city of Zaporizhzhia in southeastern Ukraine on Wednesday, officials said, killing at least 13 people and wounding dozens in a brazen daytime attack.

"There is nothing more cruel than launching aerial bombs on a city, knowing that ordinary civilians will suffer," President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine wrote in a post on X that included video showing dead and wounded people lying on city streets as rescuers rushed to respond.

The local authorities said that more than 60 people were wounded in the attack, which the regional governor of Zaporizhzhia, Ivan Fedorov, noted "cynically struck the city in the middle of the day." He shared graphic images on the Telegram messaging app that he said were from the scene, where medical teams and emergency workers were responding.

Slavko Khudiakov, a volunteer paramedic, was in the city by chance to recuperate between frontline rotations. He said that he raced to the scene of the explosion -- blowing through red lights on the way.

"I arrived maybe seven minutes after the strike," Mr. Khudiakov, 40, said in a telephone interview.

He said he treated a man "with a torn-off leg," and before the night was over he had treated about 10 people with "heavy" injuries. At least four were missing limbs, he added, and others were wounded by shrapnel.

A body of a person killed at the scene. Reuters


Zaporizhzhia was once considered relatively safe, but in recent months the city has increasingly come under attack. It is strategically important to Ukraine's defense of the south, and also holds symbolic significance as the capital of the Zaporizhzhia region, which Russia has sought to annex. The region is home to Europe's largest nuclear power plant, which Russian forces seized in 2022 in the early days of the full-scale invasion.

The death toll from Wednesday's attack was the largest from a single strike in recent weeks, and comes as both Russia and Ukraine are trying to project strength before President-elect Donald J. Trump's inauguration.

Hours before air-raid warnings were issued for Zaporizhzhia, Ukrainian drones attacked an oil depot near a critical military airfield in southern Russia. The attack was the latest in a Ukrainian campaign aimed at inflicting pain deep inside Russia even as Kyiv's forces lose ground at home on the battlefield.

Ukraine's military said early on Wednesday that it had struck the Kristall oil storage facility in Engels, around 300 miles from the border between the two countries.

It said the depot supplied fuel to the Engels airfield, which it has said is a staging ground for Russia's long-running attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastructure, and which hosts some of Russia's long-range, nuclear-capable bombers.

A Russian official wrote on the Telegram messaging app that a "massive" drone attack had targeted Engels. Roman Busargin, the governor of the Saratov region, said that air defenses had intercepted the drones but that falling debris had hit an "industrial facility" and ignited a fire.

Two firefighters died battling the blaze, Mr. Busargin said around 10 hours later, as the flames still raged and he declared a state of emergency.

A video circulating on Telegram and verified by The New York Times showed several structures on fire at the Kristall facility, which is roughly five miles from the Engels airfield. Other videos verified by The Times showed what appeared to be multiple explosions and huge plumes of smoke rising into the sky.

Kyiv has repeatedly targeted the airfield in trying to limit the strikes on Ukraine's energy system, which have plunged cities into darkness, battering the Ukrainian grid and forcing officials to scramble for alternative power options.

A satellite image released by Maxar Technologies in December 2022 showing the Engels air base in Russia. Maxar Technologies, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The latest attack came as Ukrainian forces were pressing what appeared to be a renewed offensive in the Kursk region in western Russia. Both sides have reported fierce fighting over the past few days in Kursk, where Ukrainian troops seized about 500 square miles of territory in a surprise cross-border incursion last summer.

Russia has since regained roughly half of the territory it lost. Analysts have said the renewed offensive appears to be Ukraine's attempt to regain momentum and demonstrate its capabilities before Mr. Trump takes office.

Mr. Trump has vowed to bring the war to a quick end, without saying how. That has spurred concerns that his administration might cut off military aid to Ukraine. The Biden administration has been rushing to get additional assistance to Kyiv before Mr. Trump's inauguration on Jan. 20.

Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III is expected to announce a $500 million shipment of arms and materiel for Ukraine on Thursday, according to an American defense official who requested anonymity, lacking authorization discuss the matter publicly.

The announcement would come during a visit by Mr. Austin to Germany for talks with a coalition of Kyiv's backers that formed after Russia's full-scale invasion. It will be Mr. Austin's 25th -- and last -- meeting with the group, which includes about 50 countries.

When asked on Wednesday whether there was concern about the future of the coalition once Mr. Trump takes office, two senior defense officials told reporters traveling with Mr. Austin that they were confident European allies would carry on the work -- regardless of whether the new U.S. administration decreased its support.

While the scale of the new Kursk offensive remains unclear, military analysts have suggested that it could also be an attempt to force Russia to divert troops away from the front lines of eastern Ukraine, where they have been steadily wearing down Kyiv's defenses to seize new ground.

On Monday, Russia's defense ministry said its forces had captured Kurakhove, a strategic town in eastern Ukraine, after months of heavy fighting.

Many civilians fleeing the fighting in the east have sought shelter in Zaporizhzhia, which has been shaken by a spate of Russian strikes in recent months.

At the scene in Zaporizhzhia on Wednesday. Reuters


Several of the attacks have featured glide bombs -- unguided Soviet-era weapons converted into long-range, more precise weapons with a "guidance kit" of small wings and fins. Experts have said they believe Russia has somehow modified the bombs to extend their range.

Previously deployed to devastating effect on frontline positions and near the Russian border, the bombs have increasingly been used to strike cities like Zaporizhzhia that were once considered beyond their reach.

Glide bombs are considered particularly dangerous because they are hard to intercept -- and the local authorities said two of them hit Zaporizhzhia on Wednesday. There was no comment from Russia's defense ministry.

Dmytro Sokolovsky, 55, said his apartment shook from the force of two nearby explosions on Wednesday. He could see the building that was hit from his apartment.

"I realized I needed to go there, as they hit the main entrance when the people were coming from work," he said.

When he got to the scene, Mr. Sokolovsky said, "it was hell."

There was a woman screaming in pain. Ambulances had not yet arrived. And people like him were trying to help the wounded. There were no stretchers, Mr. Sokolovsky said, so the wounded were loaded onto blown-off doors and carried gingerly as they slid in their own blood.

He called the strike a crime, especially given the timing: The end of the work day, when people were going home.

"They want to scare people," he said of Russia's military. "Tell them: we are not scared. No one who was carrying injured today thought to run away to save their lives."

Sanjana Varghese, John Ismay and Nataliya Vasilyeva contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/world/europe/ukraine-russia-oil-depot.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Visiting Dissident Is Gunned Down in Bangkok

The killing of a former Cambodian politician stoked safety fears that Thailand is no refuge for those fleeing autocracy.

Lim Kimya was shot on a busy street in Bangkok on Tuesday, in what appeared to be a planned killing. Lillian Suwanrumpha/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Hannah Beech
Reporting from Bangkok


Jan 08, 2025 at 08:30 AM

The killer was waiting by a noodle stand on Tuesday afternoon, on a busy street in Bangkok, with foreign backpackers milling around. When the bus traveling from the border with Cambodia pulled up, he strolled toward it, video footage released by the Thai police showed. Three shots rang out, like firecrackers, witnesses said. Then the assassin casually returned to the noodle stand, where his motorcycle was parked, and left the scene of the crime.

The victim was Lim Kimya, 73, a former legislator with the popular Cambodia National Rescue Party, which was crushed by the Hun dynasty that has ruled the Southeast Asian nation for four decades.

Thai police say they are still investigating the killing, and an arrest warrant has been issued for the suspect. But members of Cambodia's beleaguered political opposition say that their ranks have suffered from dozens of arrests, imprisonments and assassinations, all for daring to stand up to the Hun family.

Mr. Lim Kimya's killing, they say, echoes the kind of political violence that has turned Cambodia into a country where independent thinkers fear for their lives and internationally lauded environmentalists flee into exile.

Um Sam An, a fellow former parliamentarian for the C.N.R.P. who is in political exile in the United States, called Mr. Lim Kimya's death a "political assassination."

"Dictators around the world are increasingly resorting to transnational repression," said Sam Rainsy, the onetime president of the party and himself the target of repeated assassination attempts.

Since formally taking over two years ago from his father, Hun Sen, Prime Minister Hun Manet of Cambodia, a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, has shown little evidence of loosening the family's tight grip on power. Arrests of dissidents have continued. On Tuesday, the day of Mr. Lim Kimya's killing, Mr. Hun Sen, who still heads Cambodia's Senate, pushed for the passage of a law that would deem political dissent as terrorism.

Mr. Lim Kimya, who was a dual French and Cambodian citizen, was traveling by land from Cambodia to neighboring Thailand with his French wife. As Thai paramedics tried unsuccessfully to administer C.P.R., she stood near him, his blood spattered on her face.

On Wednesday, the Thai Criminal Court issued a warrant for Ekaluck Paenoi, 41, the motorcyclist who it said was responsible for the fatal shooting.

Pen Bona, a spokesman for the Cambodian government, said that since the killing happened in Thailand, journalists' questions should be directed to the Thai authorities.

For more than three decades, Mr. Lim Kimya was a civil servant in France, working at the ministry of economy and finance. He studied statistics in France, the former colonial power in Cambodia, after having left home in the 1970s when the country began descending into anarchy under the radical Communist Khmer Rouge. He eventually returned to Cambodia and aligned himself with opposition political parties, including the C.N.R.P.

Mr. Lim Kimya was elected to the National Assembly in 2013, four years before the party was dissolved by Cambodia's top court.

Mr. Hun Sen was a minor official in the Khmer Rouge, which presided over the deaths of up to a quarter of Cambodia's population. After its fall, he rose to power, eliminated political rivals and became the world's longest-serving prime minister before handing the reins to his eldest son. While Cambodia's economy has developed quickly in recent years, with backing from China, so, too, has corruption and kleptocracy.

Hun Sen, center, and Hun Manet, right, on Tuesday celebrated the 46th anniversary of the fall of Khmer Rouge. The Hun family has ruled Cambodia nearly ever since. Kith Serey/EPA, via Shutterstock


Last month, Mr. Lim Kimya wrote on his Facebook page about the dramatic ousting of Bashar al-Assad, the Syrian dictator who inherited power from his father. He noted the familial nature of the al-Assad political dynasty. He wrote of the woes of autocracy. He didn't have to make a direct comparison with Cambodia for the criticism to sting.

"Mr. Lim Kimya was a highly educated, patriotic man who served both his motherland and his second country, France," said Kem Monovithya, the exiled daughter of Kem Sokha, another former opposition leader who is under house arrest in Phnom Penh, the Cambodian capital, after being sentenced to 27 years for treason.

Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, is both a magnet for political dissidents from nearby autocratic countries and, increasingly, a staging ground for deportations and forced removals that human rights groups say border on illegality. In November, seven Cambodians who were registered with the United Nations refugee agency were forcibly sent home by Thai authorities. After their return, six of the seven -- one was a child -- were charged with treason in a Cambodian court.

Thailand is not a signatory to the U.N. refugee convention and therefore does not officially recognize individuals who claim political asylum. Thai authorities have returned asylum seekers and others trying to seek refuge here to Vietnam, Laos, China and other countries with repressive governments.

Hundreds of Cambodian dissidents have flocked to Thailand in recent months, but the forced deportations last year and Mr. Lim Kimya's killing have them spooked.

Khem Monykosal, 52, a political activist, fled persecution in Cambodia two years ago. He has barely left the room where he is sheltering in Thailand, he said, despite registering with the U.N. refugee agency. He worried about the possibility of political assassinations. Then came Mr. Lim Kimya's killing on Tuesday.

"As an asylum seeker in Thailand, I am very worried about my safety," he said. "There are planned plots to kill."

Sun Narin contributed reporting from Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and Muktita Suhartono from Bangkok.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/world/asia/cambodia-politician-dead-bangkok.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next







'Make Greenland Great Again'? No Thank You, Greenlanders Say.

After Donald Trump suggested he might take over Greenland by force, the consensus among the island's population appears to be bewilderment and anxiety.

A view of Ilulissat, Greenland. It is the world's largest island and has growing strategic value. Carsten Snejbjerg for The New York Times



By Jeffrey Gettleman and Maya Tekeli
Jeffrey Gettleman reported from London and Maya Tekeli from Copenhagen.


Jan 08, 2025 at 03:08 PM

Christian Ulloriaq Jeppesen remembers how this all started.

In 2019, during Donald J. Trump's first term as president, Mr. Trump floated the idea of the United States buying the island of Greenland. At the time, most people in Greenland (and Denmark, the European country that controls it) thought his suggestion was a joke.

"Everyone said, 'Ha-ha, you can't just buy a country, he doesn't mean it,'" Mr. Jeppesen, a native Greenlander and a radio producer, said by telephone. "Obviously that was the wrong way to take it. Look at where we are today."

Now Mr. Trump has doubled down on his insistence that the United States needs to annex Greenland for security reasons. And that has Greenlanders asking the same questions as everyone else, but with a lot more uneasiness.

Is Mr. Trump just being bombastic again, floating a fanciful annexation plan that he may know is a stretch?

Or is he serious?

Based on his comments in the past few weeks, Mr. Trump appears completely serious. Never mind that Denmark's leadership has said the territory is not for sale, and its future must be determined by the local population.

"For purposes of national security and freedom throughout the World, the United States of America feels that the ownership and control of Greenland is an absolute necessity," Mr. Trump wrote in late December in a social media post announcing his choice for ambassador to Denmark.

At a news conference on Tuesday, the president-elect took an even more surprising swerve: He refused to rule out using military force to get Greenland.

France and Germany are taking Mr. Trump seriously enough that they both issued statements on Wednesday defending Greenland's territorial integrity and warning against the threat of any military action.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany said the principle of the inviolability of borders applied to every country, "no matter whether it's a very small one or a very powerful one." The French foreign minister, Jean-Noel Barrot, said that it was "obviously out of the question" to threaten another country's "sovereign borders."

"Do I think the United States will invade Greenland? The answer is no," Mr. Barrot told France Inter radio. "Have we entered an era in which the rule of the strongest is returning? The answer is yes."

A further sign of Mr. Trump's interest in Greenland came on Tuesday when his son Donald Trump Jr. suddenly showed up on the island.

The president-elect's son landed in the afternoon in Greenland's capital, Nuuk, toured some sights, including a statue of an 18th-century Danish-Norwegian missionary, and was hosted by a Danish Trump supporter. He said the reason for the trip was personal, not official, but the president-elect posted about his son and "various representatives" visiting and said "MAKE GREENLAND GREAT AGAIN."

"This is all getting scary," Mr. Jeppesen said.

At a news conference on Tuesday, Donald J. Trump refused to rule out using military force to get Greenland. Doug Mills/The New York Times


At 836,000 square miles, Greenland is the world's largest island, about a fourth the size of the United States. It is an autonomous territory of Denmark and elects two representatives to Denmark's Parliament and 31 to its own, which is responsible for most aspects of the island's government. Denmark, however, retains control over defense, security matters and elements of international affairs.

Its location and landscape make it attractive to Mr. Trump on several levels.

Greenland is strategically positioned at the top of the world, east of Canada along the Arctic Sea, and is home to a large American military base. It is loaded with mineral resources such as cobalt, copper and nickel.

And as climate change melts the ice, it is opening up new paths through the Arctic zone, which is becoming a fiercely contested region for shipping, energy and other natural resources, as well as for military maneuvering.

The blast of attention falls at a touchy time for Greenland. More Greenlanders are chafing for independence, and many feel increasingly resentful toward Denmark, which has played an overseer role for decades. Greenland has a tiny population for its size, and most of the 56,000 Greenlanders are Inuit, part of a group of peoples who also live in Canada and Alaska.

The Greenlandic language is completely different from Danish. Many people follow a culture and belief system quite apart from those in Western Europe. And, like Indigenous people in the United States and elsewhere, they have been treated unequally for a long time.

The Greenlanders' disaffection with Denmark was heightened two years ago after revelations emerged about Danish doctors fitting thousands of Indigenous women and girls with intrauterine contraceptive devices in the 1960s and 1970s, often without their knowledge.

Danish officials have repeatedly said that Greenland is not for sale, though they have emphasized their desire for warm relations with the United States and signaled their openness to dialogue. Last month, Denmark's king jumped into the fray by abruptly changing the country's coat of arms to more prominently feature symbols of Greenland and the Faroe Islands (another territory under Denmark's control) -- a polar bear and a sheep.

Amid this debate over identity, many people are now puzzling over Mr. Trump's intentions.

"Is it just a distraction?" asked Ulrik Pram Gad, a senior researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies. "Or is it threat-based diplomacy?"

Aviaaja Sandgren, a nurse who lives in the small town of Qaqortoq (all of Greenland's towns are small), does not want to be part of the United States.

"We would lose many benefits," she said when reached by phone on Wednesday. "We have free education, education grants, free health care, and free medicine. Everything is free here in Greenland."

"I know they don't have that in the U.S.," she said.

Denmark governed Greenland as a colony from the 1700s until the middle of the 20th century and heavily suppressed Indigenous culture. During World War II, the United States set up bases in Greenland to keep it out of the hands of the Nazis after Germany occupied Denmark, and when the war was over, it offered to buy the island from Denmark, which refused.

Greenland was incorporated into Denmark in 1953, with the Danes helping to overhaul the economy, transportation and education systems. In 1979 Greenland gained limited autonomy over internal matters and established its own Parliament.

Thirty years later, Denmark expanded Greenland's self-rule and under that agreement, Greenlanders have the right to hold a referendum on independence. The reason it has not happened yet, analysts say, is that Greenland is still heavily dependent on Denmark for many professional services -- including doctors, nurses and teachers -- as well as half a billion dollars a year in subsidies.

Nuuk, Greenland's capital, in 2018. Danish officials have repeatedly said that the island is not for sale. Christian Klindt Soelbeck/EPA, via Shutterstock


Aaja Chemnitz, one of the two representatives from Greenland in the Danish Parliament, said she worried that Mr. Trump might be trying to pump up Greenland's independence movement to further his own interests. "We risk becoming a pawn in a game between Denmark and the U.S.," she said.

Greenland benefits from the Danish welfare system, she said, and it would do a lot worse if it became part of the United States.

"I've seen the American system," Ms. Chemnitz, who lived in New York while working for the United Nations, said in a telephone interview. "I know how harmful it can be for equality."

Mr. Jeppesen, the radio producer, said Mr. Trump might be misinterpreting the independent nature of Greenlanders. Greenland is not just a big chunk of territory. It is a nation, a story, a homeland.

"There is this enormous pride you get from being one of just 56,000," Mr. Jeppesen said. "Greenland is amazing, it's beautiful, it's the most wonderful country in the world."

"And it is a country fighting for independence," he said. "Not a piece of property you can buy."

Steven Erlanger contributed reporting from Berlin, Aurelien Breeden from Paris and Christopher F. Schuetze from Berlin.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/world/asia/greenland-trump-denmark.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




U.S. Presses for Release of Americans Held in Afghanistan

The White House has discussed a possible swap with the Taliban for a prisoner at Guantanamo Bay, according to people familiar with the matter.

Taliban flags in Kabul, the Afghan capital. The Taliban have acknowledged holding two Americans but have refused to say whether they are holding a third whose return the U.S. government is also seeking. Kiana Hayeri for The New York Times
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U.S. officials made a new offer to the Taliban over the weekend to try to secure the release of Americans held in Afghanistan, according to people familiar with the matter.

American officials declined to discuss the negotiations or the offer. But people briefed on the conversations said the White House had been working on a deal to get the Americans back in exchange for Muhammad Rahim, an Afghan who has been held at Guantanamo Bay since 2008.

The U.S. government has said Mr. Rahim was a senior aide in Al Qaeda, but others have cast doubt on his role in the organization, suggesting that he was a courier and a translator and would not pose a threat to the United States if he were released.

The Taliban have acknowledged holding two Americans. One of them, George Glezmann, a former airline mechanic, was touring Afghanistan when he was taken prisoner in December 2022. The other, Ryan Corbett, who had long lived in Afghanistan with his family before the fall of the U.S.-backed government, was on a business trip when he was seized in August 2022.

The Taliban have refused to say whether they are holding a third American whose return is also sought by the U.S. government. That person, Mahmood Habibi, a naturalized American, was taken captive soon after the U.S. strike in Afghanistan in 2022 that killed Ayman al-Zawahri, the leader of Al Qaeda.

Mr. Habibi's family has said that he was arrested with 30 other people who all worked for the same American firm, Asia Consultancy Group, on suspicion that the company was involved in the U.S. drone strike that killed the Qaeda leader. U.S. officials would not discuss whether Mr. Habibi had a role in the strike, nor is his condition known.

But his father, Ahmadullah, and brother, Ahmad, have denied that he was involved. Mr. Habibi was out of the country at the time of the attack and arrived in Afghanistan days later, they said. They have also said, based on "several independent sources in Afghanistan," that he was alive and last known to be in custody of the government's General Directorate of Intelligence.

Sean Savett, a National Security Council spokesman, said the Biden administration had negotiated the return of more than 75 Americans held overseas. He said officials were "working around the clock" to ensure the return of Mr. Glezmann, Mr. Corbett and Mr. Habibi.

"The administration will do so throughout the remainder of the term," he added.

The administration made an earlier offer to the Taliban to secure the release of the three men on Nov. 14, a proposal that The Wall Street Journal reported earlier.

Mr. Rahim has never been charged with crimes while held in Guantanamo. James G. Connell III, a defense lawyer who has represented Mr. Rahim for his detention review hearings, said that Mr. Rahim was willing to be traded but that the U.S. government had not reached out to them.

"I have never received official confirmation from any government that talks are ongoing, or were ongoing, for that matter," Mr. Connell said.

Mr. Rahim is not currently eligible for transfer out of Guantanamo. A federal national security review panel has repeatedly deemed him too dangerous to be released, most recently on Nov. 21, 2023.

But U.S. officials have discussed transferring him to Qatar as part of a prisoner swap, according to the people briefed on the discussions.

The Defense Department is legally required to notify Congress 30 days before a detainee is released from Guantanamo.

But the Obama administration ignored that requirement when it sent five Taliban prisoners from Guantanamo to Qatar in return for the release of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl in 2014. Like Mr. Rahim, none of those prisoners were approved for release through the national security review panel process.

Republicans criticized the Bergdahl trade, and a Government Accountability Office study concluded that the Obama administration broke the law.

But Dennis M. Fitzpatrick, a lawyer for the Glezmann family and a former terrorism prosecutor, said that Mr. Rahim was improperly classified as ineligible to be released and that the government had long exaggerated the danger he posed.

"He is no longer a national security threat," Mr. Fitzpatrick said. "He was never operational with respect to being a fighter or organizer. He's also not an intelligence risk to the United States, nor does he have any intelligence value. If he's not operational and there's no intelligence issue, then he's not a national security threat."

In a letter sent to the White House last July, Aleksandra Glezmann, Mr. Glezmann's wife, spoke about President Biden's long commitment to public service while she pushed for a deal.

"I beseech you to intervene personally in George's matter and do everything in your power to bring him home," she wrote. "We understand the Taliban poses extreme geopolitical challenges for the United States, and we do not suggest that securing George's release is easy. But you did not enter a life of public service to do easy things."

Mr. Corbett and his family had lived in Kabul between 2010 and 2021. After leaving Afghanistan during the American withdrawal, Mr. Corbett returned for a trip, to support his Afghan employees who were continuing his microloan and consulting business.

Since his capture, his wife, Anna Corbett, and their children have been lobbying the White House and officials in Washington to press for his release.

Both families met with Jake Sullivan, the national security adviser, late last year.
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A Flurry of Announcements Signal That the Trump Family Will Keep Making Deals

Even before the start of the new administration, there has been repeated blurring of lines between the federal government efforts and Trump family businesses.

Steve Witkoff, an American real estate investor chosen as President-elect Donald J. Trump's Middle East envoy, appeared alongside Mr. Trump at Mar-a-Lago on Tuesday. Mr. Witkoff is in business with the Trump family through a new crypto company.  Doug Mills/The New York Times
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President-elect Donald J. Trump was at the lectern talking through the approaching inauguration of his second term. But across the ballroom at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm Beach, Fla., was a display of the extraordinary way that his family business interests are now fully mixed with his plans for governance of the United States.

Mr. Trump opened the unusual news conference on Tuesday by introducing Hussain Sajwani, the founder and chairman of DAMAC Properties, a Dubai-based real estate firm that partnered with the Trump family a decade ago to build the first Trump-branded golf course in the Middle East.

Now, Mr. Trump said, DAMAC is planning to invest billions of dollars in the United States to build data centers, with the help of Mr. Trump and the federal government, even while DAMAC continues its role as a Trump business partner.

There too in the room at Mar-a-Lago was Steve Witkoff, who is in business with a new crypto company called World Liberty Financial that both Mr. Trump and his sons helped start. Mr. Witkoff, while still working with the crypto company, is already serving as Mr. Trump's Middle East envoy, and Mr. Witkoff provided an update from the stage on efforts to release Israeli hostages held in Gaza.

Mr. Trump pointed out that one of his sons, Eric Trump, who has been pushing new Trump tower deals in the Middle East, was in the back of the ballroom, as well, on the same day that LIV Golf, the Saudi-financed golf league, disclosed that it intends to host another tournament this year at the Trump National Doral resort near Miami. This means that money tied to the Saudi government will continue to flow to the Trump family, even when Mr. Trump is back in the White House, as LIV Golf is owned by the Saudi sovereign wealth fund.

Golfers at a LIV tournament at the Trump National Doral resort in Doral, Fla., last year. The Saudi-backed golf league said Tuesday that it would return to the Doral resort in April, in a sign that Trump family deals using Saudi government financing will continue. Scott McIntyre for The New York Times


Also on Tuesday, Trump Organization's other major Middle East business partner, Dar Al Arkan, disclosed that it planned to start building projects in the United States for the first time, according to a report by Reuters. Dar Al Arkan did not respond to a request for comment.

It all comes as Jared Kushner, Mr. Trump's son-in-law, recently disclosed that he has raised an additional $1.5 billion from Middle East investors for his private equity company. The firm he started after he left his position in the White House in 2020 now has more than $4.5 billion, mostly from oil-rich sovereign wealth funds.

"This will be the golden age of America -- this is the golden age of America," Mr. Trump said, as he was wrapping up his more than hourlong news conference, not referring to his own family business operations, but his confidence on the future path of the nation. "We're going to have a great country again."

The scale of overlap between Mr. Trump's family members and their business interests, and the government he will lead, all showcased on the same day, underscores how unprecedented the second Trump presidency and the potential for conflicts of interest will be.

"There was at least some concern from the Trump administration during the first term about the optics of financial intermingling between Trump's businesses and the government," said Adav Noti, executive director of Campaign Legal Center, a nonprofit ethics group. "What we are seeing with the incoming administration is no longer that kind of concern about those optics. There is an impression that the handcuffs are off."

Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for Mr. Trump, rejected the criticism.

"President Trump's family members are highly respected, intelligent individuals who love our country," she said in a statement. "They have always played an integral role in President Trump's campaigns and his first administration and have made many personal sacrifices to help their father make America great again."

Ms. Leavitt also pointed to Hunter Biden, the son of President Biden, who secured millions of dollars worth of contracts while his father was vice president from overseas business executives.

The Trump family has made clear since the election that it does not intend to forswear new international deals as it did in 2017, meaning it will continue to announce new ventures in spots around the world, Eric Trump said in an interview with The New York Times last month.

The family still plans to announce an ethics plan that will include hiring an outside legal adviser that will review these deals, in an attempt to avoid special treatment by companies that may be seeking favors from the United States government. It also has said that it will not be doing new deals directly with foreign governments while Mr. Trump is president.

But the list of new deals has accelerated in recent months as Mr. Trump is poised to take office.

Dar Al Arkan, a Saudi-based real-estate company, disclosed since the middle of last year that it will build new Trump-named towers in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and in Dubai, in addition to a previously planned project in Oman. Dar Al Arkan and its Dar Global subsidiary are private companies, but they have close ties to the Saudi government.

Mr. Kushner, in a podcast last month, disclosed for the first time that he had received $1.5 billion worth of new funding from the sovereign wealth funds of Qatar and Abu Dhabi. He said he also had a commitment from Saudi Arabia, which had previously agreed to deliver his firm $2 billion, to extend their agreement to 2029, two years later than the original date.

Mr. Kushner, in the interview, said this move means he avoided conflicts of interest, as he said he had negotiated these new commitments before his father in law was re-elected.

"I made very clear to them that in the event that Trump was elected, that they should not expect anything from me for that," Mr. Kushner said during the interview, with the podcaster Patrick O'Shaughnessy.

Mr. Kushner and his firm declined on Tuesday to comment on the record about the matter. To date, Affinity Partners, his company, has invested about $2 billion of its funds into firms, including about $129 million into Phoenix Holdings, an Israeli financial services company that has seen its stock value surge since the investment by Affinity.

The plan Mr. Trump announced on Tuesday while at Mar-a-Lago centered around DAMAC, which he said intended to invest $20 billion in the United States "over a very short period of time." The investment apparently focused on data centers that are needed to handle fast-growing demands coming from cloud computing and artificial intelligence industries.

"We're very, very excited, now with his leadership and his open strategy and policy to encourage businesses to come to the U.S.," Mr. Sajwani said, after Mr. Trump invited him to the stage at the start of his news conference. "For the last four years, we've been waiting for this moment."

DAMAC and the Trump Organization are already in business together in Dubai with a first golf course and have plans to build a second, although this project has long been delayed. But in the United States, Mr. Trump said, he intends to use the federal government's powers to help his family business partner, by offering DAMAC "expedited reviews" of any federal environmental questions that might emerge related to the company's plans.

"We're going to move them quickly through the environmental process," Mr. Trump said, adding that a similar benefit would be offered to any company planning to invest $1 billion in the United States, although DAMAC is the first to get such a promise.

A diorama of the Trump International Golf Club Oman, a planned development in partnership between the Trump Organization and Dar Global, a Saudi luxury real estate developer, in Muscat, Oman, in 2023. Andrea DiCenzo for The New York Times


Because Mr. Trump is so close to his children, moves they make attract attention regardless of whether there is a component related to the Trump Organization. For instance, three of Mr. Trump's incoming government officials posted photos to social media of themselves traveling with Donald Trump Jr., a key political voice with his father, to Greenland, which the president-elect has said he wants the U.S. government to acquire for strategic purposes. Donald Trump Jr. is not joining his father's government, and did not appear to have held any meetings related to any kind of development.

But the LIV Golf announcement on Tuesday means that the Saudi-financed tournament will be back at Mr. Trump's Doral resort in April, spending hundreds of thousands of dollars at the venue.

The event also drives thousands of ticket-buying fans to the resort, filling up hotel restaurants and guest rooms during the multiday event. LIV events also boost the international profile of the more than a dozen Trump family golf resorts around the world.

"What they're doing with LIV is very important," Mr. Trump told The Times at the 2022 competition at Doral, which as of this year will have been used four times by LIV Golf for tournaments. "They're putting a lot of effort into it and a lot of money into it, as you see."

Jonathan Swan contributed reporting.
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Trump Promises to End New Wind Farms

Wind energy is one of the fastest growing and cheapest forms of electricity in the United States. The president-elect calls it "garbage."

The South Fork Wind Farm off the Montauk coast in New York.  Joe Buglewicz for The New York Times



By Lisa Friedman and Brad Plumer
Reporting from Washington


Jan 07, 2025 at 08:30 PM

President-elect Donald J. Trump said on Tuesday that "no new windmills" would be built in the United States when he takes office, a direct rebuke of the Biden administration, which has approved 11 commercial-scale offshore wind projects.

In a meandering news conference, Mr. Trump angrily attacked President Biden's decision this week to ban oil drilling off most of the U.S. coast and criticized federal spending on clean energy as throwing money "right out the window."

But he saved some of his sharpest words for wind turbines, huffing new life into false claims he has made over the years about wind, an energy source he has bashed ever since he unsuccessfully tried to stop an offshore wind farm from being built in view of one of his Scottish golf courses. Mr. Trump insisted that wind farms "obviously" kill whales, although scientists have said there is no evidence to support that, and he said turbines "litter" the country and are like "garbage in a field."

"We are going to have a policy where no windmills are being built," Mr. Trump said.

Mr. Trump's pronouncement may surprise leaders in some states -- including Republican-led Wyoming, Iowa and Texas -- where wind energy has rapidly expanded in recent years. Those states are typically larger, with more open space, and many are in the gusty middle of the country with some of the best potential for wind energy on the planet. In 2023, wind farms accounted for 22 percent of the electricity generated in Texas and 59 percent of the power produced in Iowa.

According to the Department of Energy, wind power is one of the fastest-growing and lowest-cost sources of electricity in the United States. It accounted for 22 percent of new installed electricity capacity in 2022, an amount the agency said represented $12 billion in capital investment. The industry employs more than 125,000 workers.

"The No. 1 state for wind energy is Texas, and it has been for two and a half decades, so this is a bipartisan energy source," said Leah Stokes, a political scientist at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

"The fact is that wind energy is cheap and clean American-made power," Dr. Stokes said. She said data shows wind farms also can be built faster than gas plants. "If we're going to have energy shortages because of things like A.I. and data centers, why wouldn't we try to build cheap, clean and fast power?" she said.

As president, Mr. Trump would not be able to control what is built on private land. He would have influence, but not absolute authority, over whether wind power can be produced on federal lands and waters. If the government has already issued leases for wind farms, then legally, companies must be issued permits if they choose to move forward with projects.

President-elect Donald J. Trump spoke at his Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Springs, Fla., on Tuesday. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Jason Grumet, the chief executive of the American Clean Power Association, which represents renewable energy companies, criticized both Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden.

"Whether it's withdrawing offshore oil and gas resources from development or threatening policies that harm wind energy, American presidents shouldn't be taking American resources away from the American people," Mr. Grumet said. 

To date, companies in the United States have built more than 153 gigawatts of wind power capacity, with more than two-thirds of that in states carried by Mr. Trump in the November election, including Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, South Dakota and Indiana.

An additional 24 gigawatts worth of wind farms is currently under development, with major projects planned for Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Texas, according to the American Clean Power Association.

Still, the wind industry has faced a backlash from rural communities worried about disruptions from new turbines the size of skyscrapers. More than 400 counties have imposed local restrictions or bans on wind turbines to date, including much of Tennessee and Kentucky. And the pace of U.S. wind installations has slowed in recent years as developers faced difficulty in securing connections to the electric grid and delays in getting government approvals for new projects.

Mr. Trump also said that electricity produced by wind turbines was more expensive than generating power from gas. Direct cost comparisons can be difficult. Even without federal subsidies, it is often cheaper to build a wind farm to generate electricity than it is to build a combined-cycle gas turbine and produce the same amount of power, according to data from Lazard, an investment firm.

However, the wind farm may require costly long-distance transmission lines and needs to be backed up by other sources, since the wind blows intermittently. By contrast, a gas plant can run on demand. In recent years, many electric utilities have concluded that it's most cost-effective to build a mix of resources: wind, solar as well as gas.
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News Analysis


Dripping Faucets and Seizing Greenland: Trump Is Back and Chaos Ensues

President-elect Donald J. Trump's news conference at Mar-a-Lago was a reminder of what the next four years may have in store.

President-elect Donald J. Trump delivered remarks in an hourlong conference at Mar-a-Lago on Tuesday that included denouncements of the Biden administration and airing of personal grievances. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By David E. Sanger
David E. Sanger has covered five American presidents over four decades at The Times. He questioned President-elect Donald J. Trump on Tuesday at Mar-a-Lago.


Jan 08, 2025 at 02:35 AM

There was talk of the rising number of beached whales in Massachusetts, the victim, the president-elect said, of those windmills that have been erected off the coast. They "are driving the whales crazy, obviously."

There was a vow to rename the Gulf of Mexico, by presidential decree, to the "Gulf of America." And then there was Donald J. Trump's refusal to rule out using military force to seize the 51-mile Panama Canal on national security grounds, along with the 836,000 square miles of Greenland, the world's largest island.

Mr. Trump's family and supporters like to say "We are so back!" and they are, without doubt. Yet as the man who will be president again spun out threats and angry denouncements of the Biden administration and personal grievances for more than an hour on Tuesday in the living room of his Mar-a-Lago club, something else was back: the chaotic stream-of-consciousness presidency.

Mr. Trump has returned to our daily national cognizance, even though one could argue he never really left. Tuesday's news conference was a reminder of what that was like, and what the next four years may have in store.

He waxed on about a favorite complaint during his first term: Shower heads and sink faucets that don't deliver water, a symbol of a regulatory state gone mad. "It goes drip, drip, drip," he said. "People just take longer showers, or run their dishwasher again," and "they end up using more water."

Then he moved on to the prospect of a military clash with Denmark. After refusing to rule out the prospect of coercing a NATO ally with the use of force if it remained reluctant to turn over property the president-elect coveted, Mr. Trump suggested that Denmark had a dubious claim on Greenland anyway.

"People really don't even know if Denmark has any legal right to it, but if they do, they should give it up, because we need it for national security," he said.

As for Panama, he insisted the United States had to defend against an urgent national security threat from China, though the situation around the canal was little changed from the last time Mr. Trump sat in the Oval Office.

"It might be that you'll have to do something," he said with signature vagueness, when asked about his suggestion that the only solution to this problem may be military force.

There was a lot of deja vu in Tuesday's news conference, recalling scenes from his first presidency. The conspiracy theories, the made-up facts, the burning grievances -- all despite the fact that he has pulled off one of the most remarkable political comebacks in history. The vague references to "people" whom he never names. The flat declaration that American national security was threatened now, without defining how the strategic environment has changed in a way that could prompt him to violate the sovereignty of independent nations.

But there were also several differences in this version of Mr. Trump that are easy to overlook in a man who can move, in an instant, from the failures of American plumbing to the need to revive the territory-grabbing spirit of President William McKinley.

This time, he appears eager to get going in a way he was not in 2017. Time and again on Tuesday he seemed to resent the fact that Joseph R. Biden Jr. was still president. He complained that he could not meet with Vladimir V. Putin to negotiate an end to the Ukraine war until he was actually sworn in. He railed at the flurry of executive orders Mr. Biden has issued in recent days, designed to tie Mr. Trump's hands, or at least slow him down. He seemed particularly angry about one that barred offshore drilling along much of the U.S. coastline, which he said he would immediately reverse -- unless he had to take it to court first.

Mr. Biden, he said, was "essentially getting rid of $50 to $60 trillion worth of assets" beneath the sea floor, without explaining why few companies were drilling there in the decades before the order. He never addressed the environmental considerations that went into Mr. Biden's decision.

When the subject turned to the Middle East, Mr. Trump spoke like he was already in charge of the negotiations, and he called his chief negotiator, Steve Witkoff, to the stage to declare "we've had some really great progress." But as Mr. Witkoff later noted, the negotiations were being directed by Mr. Biden's team, not Mr. Trump's, though Trump representatives have been invited to participate, since they will soon inherit three-dimensional diplomacy with Israel and Hamas.

Nonetheless, it seemed at times like Mr. Trump was already president, in large part because Mr. Biden has faded from the scene so quickly.

This was Mr. Trump's second full news conference at Mar-a-Lago since he began forming his government, and in that respect, it follows tradition: Mr. Biden held a number of news conferences in Delaware four years ago, denouncing Russia for its "Solar Winds" hack of a critical piece of American software and then expressing horror at the violence wrought at the Capitol on Jan. 6.

But in the past six months, Mr. Biden has ceded the stage, making Mr. Trump's voice all the louder, his influence all the greater. The last lengthy Biden news conference came last July, after the NATO summit in Washington, and his aides were white-knuckled through the whole thing, fearful he would freeze up again as he did on the stage debating Mr. Trump in June.

When Mr. Biden issues executive orders these days, they are issued on paper or an email; he rarely talks about them, or takes detailed questions. He has never spoken publicly on the Chinese hack of the American telecommunications companies, which his aides describe as perhaps the most urgent new national security threat of the past six months. (Curiously, neither has Mr. Trump, who could make a clearer case for why the hack of the innards of the American communications systems is a threat to American government and private industry than he could about long-existing Chinese ports near the Panama Canal.)

With the departing incumbent fading from view, Mr. Trump seems to sense that if he takes the stage, there will be no one to push back on his interpretation of recent history. He is rewriting that history quickly, just as he recast the events of Jan. 6, in hopes that his election was evidence that Americans believe he was pursued by prosecutors out of vengeance, not the application of justice.

"That's a sick group of people, and it was all to influence the election," Mr. Trump said of the investigations led by Jack Smith, the special counsel. "It was all a fight against their political opponent. We've never had that in this country. We have had that in certain countries. We've had that in third-tier countries." Inevitably, he started talking about "banana republics," a familiar line from the first term. Some things don't change.
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Tax Cuts or the Border? Republicans Wrestle Over Priorities.

President-elect Donald J. Trump has waffled on his preferences for how his party tackles his agenda, adding to the uncertainty for Republicans.

The Capitol building in Washington on Monday. Republican lawmakers are weighing whether to cram their policy goals into one bill or split them into two, exposing divisions over whether to prioritize a crackdown on immigration or cutting taxes. Jason Andrew for The New York Times



By Andrew Duehren and Catie Edmondson
Reporting from the Capitol


Jan 08, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Republicans are preparing to cut taxes, slash spending and slow immigration in a broad agenda that will require unifying an unruly party behind dozens of complicated policy choices.

For now, though, they are struggling with a more prosaic decision: whether to cram their policy goals into one bill or split them into two.

It is a seemingly technical question that reveals a fundamental divide among Republicans about whether to prioritize a wide-ranging crackdown on immigration or cutting taxes, previewing what could be months of intramural policy debate.

Some Republicans have argued that they should pass two bills in order to quickly push through legislation focused on immigration at the southern border, a key campaign promise for Mr. Trump and his party's candidates. But Republicans devoted to lowering taxes have pressed for one mammoth bill to ensure that tax cuts are not left on the cutting-room floor.

President-elect Donald J. Trump met with Republican senators in Washington on Wednesday, as those lawmakers sought clarity on his preferred strategy. He has waffled between the two ideas, prolonging the dispute.

"Whether it's one bill or two bills, it's going to get done," Mr. Trump told reporters after the meeting.

Republicans are planning to ram the partisan fiscal package through the Senate over the opposition of Democrats using a process called reconciliation, which allows them to steer clear of a filibuster and pass bills with a simple majority vote. But for much of this year, Republicans will be working with a one-seat majority in the House and a three-seat majority in the Senate, meaning they will need near unanimity to pass major legislation.

That has left some worried that it will be hard enough passing one bill, much less two.

"There's serious risk in having multiple bills that have to pass to get your agenda through," Representative Steve Scalise of Louisiana, the majority leader, said. "When you know you've got a lot of people that want this first package, if you only put certain things in the first package, they can vote no on the second and you lose the whole second package. That would be devastating."

Representative Steve Scalise, Republican of Louisiana, right, at the Capitol last month. "There's serious risk in having multiple bills that have to pass to get your agenda through," Mr. Scalise said. Tom Brenner for The New York Times


Adding to the urgency of achieving their policy goals, Republicans are facing a political disaster should they fail to deliver. Many of the tax cuts they put into place in 2017, the last time Mr. Trump was president, expire at the end of the year. That means that taxes on most Americans could go up if Congress does not pass a tax bill this year.

Passing tax cuts can take time, though. While much of the Republican tax agenda involves continuing measures the party passed in 2017, Mr. Trump and other Republicans have floated additional ideas, including no taxes on tips and new incentives for corporations to manufacture in the United States. Ideas like that could take months to formulate into workable policy.

Then there is the gigantic cost. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimates that simply extending the 2017 tax cuts would cost more than $4 trillion over a decade -- a price tag that would grow if other tax cuts, like Mr. Trump's proposal to not tax overtime pay, are included.

Further complicating support for the legislation is that Republicans plan to raise the debt limit through reconciliation, another sensitive issue for fiscal hawks.

Members of the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus have said they would not support any legislation unless the costs it introduces are offset by spending cuts. While most Republicans support reining in federal spending, agreeing on which federal programs to slash always proves harder than expected. In an attempted workaround, Republicans have instead begun to explore ways to change Washington's budget rules so the tax cuts are shown to cost less.

The complexity of pulling together a tax bill that can secure the necessary votes has some Republicans hoping to hold off until later in the year and first charge ahead with a smaller bill focused on immigration, energy and military issues. Republicans have not yet publicly sketched out what that bill would look like.

Proponents of that strategy argue it would deliver Mr. Trump an early political victory on immigration and treat a top Republican campaign issue with the urgency it deserves.

"The No. 1 priority is securing our border," Representative Byron Donalds of Florida told reporters on Tuesday. "In my opinion it's the top priority, and everything else is a close second."

Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, the chairman of the Budget Committee who will be overseeing the reconciliation process, has also pressed for a two-bill approach. "If you hold border security hostage to get tax cuts, you're playing Russian roulette with our national security," he said.

In much of this legislative term, Republicans will be working with a one-seat majority in the House and a three-seat majority in the Senate. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Republicans have looked to Mr. Trump to intervene and set a clear direction for the party. On Sunday, he wrote on social media that Congress should pass "one powerful Bill," an apparent victory for lawmakers like Representative Jason Smith of Missouri, the chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, who had championed that approach. Mr. Trump's equivocation since then, though, has left Republicans still unsure of which strategy they should pursue.

Mr. Trump's meeting with top Republican senators on Wednesday will be followed by a discussion with various House Republicans in Florida over the weekend.

In a sign of how politically complicated the tax cut discussion could get, one of the sessions is expected to focus on relaxing the $10,000 limit on the state and local tax deduction, known as SALT.

Republicans included the $10,000 limit in the 2017 tax law as a way to contain the cost of that legislation. But the move angered House Republicans from high-tax states like New York and New Jersey, many of whom voted against the entire 2017 tax bill as a result. Such defections are a luxury that Republican leaders can't afford this year given their narrow majority.

G.O.P. lawmakers from New York, New Jersey and California could tank a tax bill if they are unsatisfied with how the provision is handled. They are now pushing to lift the cap as part of the party's tax bill. Eliminating the cap entirely could add roughly $1 trillion to the price tag of the legislation.

Maneuvering ambitious policy agendas through Congress has often been a messy and time-consuming process for presidents. A Republican effort to repeal the Affordable Care Act during Mr. Trump's first term collapsed after more than six months of discussion.

After quickly passing pandemic relief measures in 2021 under President Biden, much of Democrats' broader agenda was stymied for almost two years before a second party-line measure passed that was far narrower than many in the party had hoped.

This time around, Republicans will be grappling not only with a historically slim margin in the House, but also a president prone to sudden changes of heart.

"You can argue the merits of both" strategies, said Representative Jodey Arrington, a Texas Republican who leads the House Budget Committee. "He has to tell us what he wants and what he needs."
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Fact Check


Assessing Trump's Florida News Conference

The president-elect made inaccurate claims about his predecessor's energy policies and repeated familiar falsehoods on a number of topics.

President-elect Donald J. Trump held a rambling, hourlong news conference at Mar-a-Lago, his private club and residence in Florida. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Linda Qiu



Jan 07, 2025 at 09:08 PM

President-elect Donald J. Trump, in a news conference on Tuesday from his private club and residence in Florida, repeatedly denounced President Biden and made a series of inaccurate claims about energy policy.

Mr. Trump also reprised familiar falsehoods. Among them were specious claims about the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol and the various criminal investigations into him, including whether he had improperly handled classified documents after he left office, as well as inaccurate assertions about topics ranging from international affairs and trade to whale deaths.

Here's a fact-check.

What Was Said

"The 625 million acres people can't realize -- it's like the whole ocean."

False. Mr. Trump was referring to an executive order President Biden issued on Monday banning new oil and gas drilling on more than 625 million acres of U.S. coastal water. That is about 20 percent of the 3.2 billion acres of seabed managed by the Interior Department and less than 1 percent of the 360 million square kilometers, or 89 billion acres, of ocean.

What Was Said

"It's just massive and remember, that's worth, probably, I mean, I've had estimates $40 to $50 trillion. That's more than our national debt. Essentially, he's thrown it away."

This lacks evidence. It is unclear what Mr. Trump was referring to when he claimed that Mr. Biden had eliminated $50 trillion in value with his drilling ban. But if it was a reference to government revenue generated from potential offshore drilling on the 625 million acres, he is far off-base.

In a news release opposing Mr. Biden's executive order, the American Petroleum Institute, which represents U.S. oil and gas companies, estimated that "robust" offshore drilling could generate over $8 billion in additional government revenue by 2040. (The federal government collected $74 billion in revenue from oil and gas leases on federal lands over a 10-year period from 2012 to 2022.)

The entire global oil and gas sector had a market size of $4.2 trillion in 2024, with a market capitalization of $5 trillion.

What Was Said

"Sixty percent of homes and apartments have gas heaters. He wants them all removed quickly."

This is misleading. Mr. Trump was likely referring to a new regulation by the Biden administration that would tighten energy efficiency standards for certain gas water heaters by 2029. It would not ban gas heaters altogether.

The new regulation would require tankless gas water heaters to use 13 percent less energy than the least efficient model today. The Appliance Standards Awareness Project, a nonprofit that supports stricter energy efficiency guidelines, estimated that 60 percent of new heaters sold already meet those guidelines. The group noted that the Biden administration had already released a similar regulation on electric water heaters and that standard, completed in April 2024, required a greater energy efficiency improvement.

What Was Said

"According to Gallup, the American people's confidence in the economy has just surged to the highest level in history."

False. Gallup's economic confidence index was at negative 14 in December. That was a slight improvement from a years-low of negative 58 in June 2022, but nowhere the "highest level in history." The poll, which began in the 1990s, reached the highest point in January 2000, when the index hit 56.

Other Claims

Mr. Trump also repeated a number of claims that The New York Times has previously fact-checked:



	He claimed to have won "in a landslide." (His popular vote margin was one of the smallest in the past century.)


	He claimed to have presided over the "greatest economy in the history of our country" during his last term. (Even before the coronavirus pandemic decimated the economy, other presidents had presided over better economic performance.)


	He wrongly claimed that the Panama Canal is "run by China." (It is not.)


	He overstated the trade deficit with Canada as $200 billion and wrongly described it as a subsidy. (The trade deficit with Canada was $41 billion in 2023.)


	He suggested that a large number of whale deaths were caused by windmills. (There is no evidence for this.)


	He claimed that in the Russia-Ukraine war, soldiers are "killing each other at levels that haven't been seen since the Second World War." (Death tolls were higher in several other wars.)


	He misleadingly claimed Ashli Babbitt was the "only one that was killed" during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. (At least seven lost their lives in connection with the attack.)


	He falsely claimed that the rioters carried "not one gun." (At least three rioters face gun charges, including one who took a gun into the Capitol.)


	He falsely claimed that Mr. Biden, as a senator, "illegally" took "many more" documents than he did. (The documents that Mr. Biden donated to a university from his Senate career are not subject to presidential records laws, unlike those he took after his stint as vice president.)


	He claimed that other countries had released "thousands of murderers" and prisoners into the United States. (There is no evidence for this.)
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News Analysis


Trump's Lawyers Have Assailed Jack Smith. They Could Soon Have Power to Go After Him.

The president-elect's defense lawyers accused the special counsel of unethical and improper behavior in his prosecutions of their client. They could be in senior Justice Department roles within weeks.

Jack Smith, the special counsel, plans to resign from the Justice Department before President-elect Donald J. Trump or his deputies have a chance to fire him, according to people familiar with his plans. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Alan Feuer, Maggie Haberman and Devlin Barrett



Jan 08, 2025 at 10:01 AM

In many ways, the letter that President-elect Donald J. Trump's criminal defense lawyers sent to the Justice Department this week was a display of legal and political bombast.

The lawyers, Todd Blanche and Emil Bove, sought in it to prevent the special counsel, Jack Smith, from releasing a report about his inquiry into Mr. Trump's mishandling of classified material.

They accused Mr. Smith of "unethical" and "improper" behavior for how he has handled the case, using damning phrases like "dereliction of duty" and accusing the special counsel of "leaking sensitive details" to the news media. Mr. Blanche and Mr. Bove have for many months launched similar attacks against Mr. Smith and his team.

But while the tone of denunciation was familiar, the accusations themselves carry new weight now that Mr. Trump, who has often suggested that Mr. Smith is corrupt and should face consequences for bringing charges against him, has won the election.

And the letter's aggressive posture was all the more fraught and remarkable because Mr. Blanche and Mr. Bove are now poised to assume senior positions in Mr. Trump's Justice Department, where they could soon have a say in how to evaluate -- or even punish -- Mr. Smith and his deputies.

There is no precedent for a situation in which a former president's criminal defense lawyers go almost overnight from representing him against the federal government to being high-ranking officials in an administration led by that same client -- one who has regularly signaled that he wants to use the Justice Department to mete out retribution against his perceived opponents.

It is less clear whether seasoned former prosecutors like Mr. Blanche and Mr. Bove would follow instructions to do so, especially when there has been no evidence produced that Mr. Smith has committed an ethical breach, let alone a prosecutable offense.

Todd Blanche, the defense lawyer who is Mr. Trump's choice for deputy attorney general, would have the authority to make decisions about issues of internal Justice Department discipline, assignments and termination in that job. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


Nevertheless, the angry accusations that Mr. Smith misused his prosecutorial powers -- or relied on powers that he does not have -- cannot be ignored: They are coming from two lawyers who are about to help lead the Justice Department and assume such powers themselves.

Mr. Trump's lawyers contend that the issuance of a final report amounts to unethical conduct by Mr. Smith, and yet it is not clear that the special counsel could avoid doing so even if he wanted to.

Justice Department regulations require special counsels, upon finishing their work, to submit a report to the attorney general. In recent years, it has been the practice of department leaders to publicly release reports, albeit often with redactions to protect grand jury testimony or classified materials.

One person close to the Trump team said the incoming president's advisers saw the speed with which Mr. Smith was trying to make the report public, before Mr. Trump begins his new term, as a political act of its own. The person noted that the special counsel in the Russia inquiry, Robert S. Mueller III, took nearly two years to issue a report about whether the Trump campaign had conspired with Russians and whether Mr. Trump had obstructed that investigation. The report did not make a recommendation about prosecuting a sitting president, which is against longstanding Justice Department policy.

Mr. Blanche is Mr. Trump's choice to become the deputy attorney general. That position would give him the authority to make decisions not only about who should face charges, but also about issues of internal department discipline, assignments and termination. Mr. Bove is expected to take the job of principal associate deputy attorney general, a post that would make him Mr. Blanche's right-hand man.

The closer they get to assuming those roles, the more their legal work on behalf of their powerful client, Mr. Trump, may be seen both inside and outside the department as an indicator of how they intend to run it.

Indeed, their letter to Attorney General Merrick B. Garland could become a blueprint of sorts for how they and other Justice Department officials might go after those who were involved in the investigations and prosecutions of Mr. Trump by reassigning, demoting or even seeking to fire them.

Mr. Blanche and Mr. Bove did not respond to a message seeking comment. Steven Cheung, Mr. Trump's communications director, did not directly address a question about the letter and its authors, instead saying that Mr. Smith should not be allowed to "prepare an unconstitutional, one-sided, falsehood-ridden screed." He suggested that the Justice Department should push to keep the report from being released.

A few weeks before the election, Mr. Trump declared that he would fire Mr. Smith in "two seconds" if he was still in place after Inauguration Day, adding the next day that Mr. Smith should be "thrown out of" the country. Mr. Smith and many members of his team plan to resign from the department before Mr. Trump or his deputies have a chance to fire them, according to people familiar with their plans.

Mr. Trump has long pushed lawyers representing him, like Emil Bove, to be as aggressive as possible. Mr. Bove is Mr. Trump's pick for principal associate deputy attorney general. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


The process of the Smith team's departures has already begun.

Jay Bratt, a counterintelligence prosecutor and a key member of the classified documents team, retired on Friday, after 34 years of service. Mr. Bratt, 65, played a key role in the early days of the investigation and went on to become a critical member of Mr. Smith's team.

Mr. Trump has long pushed lawyers representing him to be as aggressive as possible, and Mr. Blanche and Mr. Bove have often taken that advice. Twice now, judges overseeing cases they have worked on have reprimanded them for appearing to go beyond the normal boundaries of zealous legal advocacy.

Just this week, Justice Juan M. Merchan, who is scheduled to sentence Mr. Trump on Friday for his 34 felony convictions in Manhattan, chided both men in a written order for "coming dangerously close to crossing the line of zealous representation" and for using "rhetoric that has no place in legal pleadings."

In October, Tanya S. Chutkan, the federal judge who handled Mr. Trump's now-defunct election interference case, accused them of repeatedly "focusing on political rhetoric rather than addressing the legal issues at hand."

"Not only is that focus unresponsive and unhelpful to the court," Judge Chutkan wrote, "but it is also unbefitting of experienced defense counsel and undermining of the judicial proceedings in this case."

Mr. Smith has said he intends to file his report on the classified documents case to Mr. Garland and resign from his position before the Trump administration begins.

In a surprise move, however, the judge overseeing the documents case, Aileen M. Cannon, issued a ruling on Tuesday temporarily blocking the release of the report.

Mr. Smith has said in court filings that his report will have two volumes: one for each of the indictments he brought against the president-elect. Judge Cannon's order barring the release of the report did not appear to distinguish between the documents case, which she oversaw, and the election interference case, which Judge Chutkan heard in Washington.
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Report Faults Trump Officials Over Coronavirus Inquiry in New York and New Jersey

While the findings are dated, they come as many current and former Justice Department officials fear that the incoming Trump administration will run the department with an eye toward score-settling.

Workers at a nursing home in Manhattan in May 2020. There was concern, particularly among conservatives, that New York's governor at the time, Andrew M. Cuomo, obscured cases of the virus in nursing homes and hospitals. Gregg Vigliotti for The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Jan 07, 2025 at 10:29 PM

Three senior Trump administration officials violated Justice Department rules just before the 2020 election by divulging details of an investigation into coronavirus deaths at nursing homes in New York and other Democratic-run states, according to an inspector general document obtained by The New York Times.

The inspector general, Michael E. Horowitz, released a summary of the report last month, concluding that the three officials, who remained unnamed, had disregarded the department's confidentiality and media policy "by leaking to select reporters, days before an election, non-public" details of an open investigation.

The summary did not disclose what investigation was at issue, but a longer report, obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request, shows that the review centered on inquiries to state officials in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Michigan concerning their policies toward coronavirus patients at nursing homes.

While the findings are dated, they come as many current and former Justice Department officials fear that Donald J. Trump's incoming administration will run the department with an eye toward settling scores with those who investigated and prosecuted him, pursuing inquiries into those he considers enemies.

According to the report, on Oct. 17, 2020, a senior Justice Department official in the press office texted that the release of the information "will be our last play on them before election, but it's a big one."

The name of the official is redacted. Justice Department officials ultimately sent letters to New York and New Jersey officials demanding data, and told The New York Post about the requests, the inspector general concluded. The New York Post published an article about the letters on Oct. 27.

"Fine with no press release, but we are going to give it to a reporter ahead of time," an official wrote on Oct. 23, before referring to the governor of New York at the time, Andrew M. Cuomo. "Otherwise, [New York Governor's] office will leak it and we lose the upper hand. This is going to be a big story up there and if we are going to send the letter we are going to do press right or we may as well not do it at all."

At the time, there was concern, particularly among conservatives, that the Cuomo administration was obscuring the number of coronavirus cases in nursing homes and hospitals.

The inspector general found that Justice Department employees had been told to focus on New York and New Jersey, despite data showing that nursing homes in other states, like Texas and Indiana, had worse track records on patient care.

A separate review of how New York handled coronavirus data, conducted by the state attorney general, later found that nursing home deaths because of the pandemic had been significantly undercounted, possibly by as much as 50 percent.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, said the federal inspector general report "confirms what we've said all along."

"The federal government corrupted and misused the Department of Justice to influence the 2020 presidential election -- and in the process weaponized the real pain of those who lost loved ones to Covid in a nursing home for their own craven electoral gain," he said.

The issue of news coverage about federal investigations has become more controversial since 2016, when the F.B.I. made several overt moves, including less than two weeks before the election, that critics said damaged the candidacy of the Democratic presidential nominee, Hillary Clinton.

In the years since, the Justice Department inspector general has investigated apparent leaks of sensitive information.

The department has long sought to enforce a "quiet period" before an election, meaning it typically refrains from taking unnecessary overt investigative steps that could be viewed as trying to influence voters. That practice is generally aimed at criminal investigations, not civil ones, like the nursing home inquiry.

The inspector general concluded that the efforts to publicize the letters sent to New York and New Jersey had violated Justice Department rules against employees disseminating sensitive information about investigations that is intended to remain private.

In the coronavirus inquiry, the inspector general's office said the evidence showed "that the upcoming election was the motivating factor" for one official's disclosures to the news media.

Mr. Cuomo was not up for re-election in 2020, so presumably the report was referring to the national election. Federal employees are barred by the Hatch Act from using their government positions to help a candidate or campaign.
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Trump Wants Oil Drilling in Alaska. A Lease Sale There Just Flopped.

No companies bid for the chance to drill in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. It was the second auction in four years that failed to draw strong interest.

Part of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge near Kaktovik, Alaska, in October. Lindsey Wasson/Associated Press



By Lisa Friedman
Reporting from Washington


Jan 08, 2025 at 04:00 PM

One of President-elect Donald J. Trump's biggest "drill, baby, drill" initiatives suffered a significant setback on Wednesday as the Interior Department announced that a lease sale in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge ended without a single bidder.

The sale, which was required by Congress, marks the second time in four years that an effort to auction oil and gas leases in the pristine wilderness -- home to migrating caribou, polar bears, musk oxen, millions of birds and other wildlife -- has been a flop.

The repeated failures suggest that oil companies are either not interested in drilling in the refuge or do not think it's worth the cost, despite insistence by Mr. Trump and many Republican lawmakers that the refuge should be opened up for drilling. The Biden administration offered 400,000 acres after shaving off one million acres from the original boundaries to avoid areas crucial to the polar bear and Porcupine caribou populations.

"The lack of interest from oil companies in development in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge reflects what we and they have known all along: There are some places too special and sacred to exploit with oil and gas drilling," Laura Daniel-Davis, the acting deputy secretary of the Interior Department, said in a statement.

Some Alaska lawmakers and officials, including the governor, had said before the sale that the decision by the Biden administration to shrink the leasing area would guarantee failure. Republican lawmakers have said that the wilderness area would generate a multibillion-dollar windfall as soon as drillers were allowed inside the refuge.

But Ms. Daniel-Davis noted that the oil and gas industry is "sitting on millions of acres of undeveloped leases elsewhere" and should pursue those first. "We'd suggest that's a prudent place to start, rather than engage further in speculative leasing in one of the most spectacular places in the world," she said.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is an expanse of roughly 19 million acres along the North Slope of Alaska. It's one of the last truly wild places in the United States. It also includes land considered sacred by the Gwich'in, an Alaska Native group.

Several major banks have said they would not finance any projects in the refuge. Drilling there would be difficult and costly because there are no roads or facilities.

But for Mr. Trump, the refuge is a field of dreams. He has called it "the biggest find anywhere in the world, as big as Saudi Arabia" and on the campaign trail he frequently assailed President Biden's efforts to protect the wild area. On Tuesday, Mr. Trump said drilling in the expanse remained one of his top energy priorities and pledged that extracting its "liquid gold" would help bring down the price of gasoline and groceries.

"We're going to be opening up ANWR," he said, using the acronym for the refuge. "We're going to be doing all sorts of things that nobody thinks is possible."

Democrats and Republicans have fought over the question of drilling in the Alaskan wilderness for half a century. Drilling in the refuge was barred in 1980. That ban ended with a 2017 tax bill that Congress passed and Mr. Trump signed into law in his first term. He frequently takes credit for opening the refuge.

"I got it done," Mr. Trump said at a rally in October. "Ronald Reagan couldn't get it done. Nobody could get it done. I got it done."

Republicans passed legislation that required two lease sales in ANWR to be held by 2024. They predicted the leases would generate $2 billion in royalties over 10 years. Half would go to the state of Alaska, and the other half would help to pay for Mr. Trump's tax cuts.

Two weeks before Mr. Trump left office in 2021, the Interior Department held the first auction. It was a dud.

Alaska's state-owned economic development corporation was the only bidder on nine of the tracts offered for lease in the northernmost section of the refuge, and half of the offered leases drew no bids at all. The Interior Department reported that the auction yielded a total of $14.4 million in bids.

After Mr. Biden took office, his administration suspended the leases, saying the Interior Department had not sufficiently analyzed the impact that drilling would have in the environmentally sensitive region. Then, leases sold in the 2021 auction were forfeited, relinquished, or canceled by the Biden administration.

The new environmental review, issued in November, recommended additional protections for wildlife, waterways and permafrost. It called for restricting leases to the northern and western part of the plain, areas not used by the Porcupine caribou herd.

In the sale conducted this week, the Biden administration offered 400,000 acres, the minimum amount required by law. The deadline to submit bids was Jan. 6.

The state of Alaska on Monday sued the Biden administration over the size of the lease area, saying it made the area economically unviable for oil drilling. If Alaska is successful in its lawsuit, the Trump administration could potentially redo the sale and offer more land.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Republican, wrote in a post on social media that the Biden administration "cloaked its latest sanction on Alaska as a lease sale in ANWR," which is "designed to fail" and part of an anti-energy "nightmare" for the state.

The Trump transition did not respond to a request for comment.

Senator Dan Sullivan, Republican of Alaska, said the latest failed lease sale was not a surprise and accused the Biden administration of trying to "shut down any chance of developing" the refuge by closing off three-quarters of the available land. He said the Trump administration would have greater success.

Environmentalists said the failures exposed false promises made by Republicans about a boon to the U.S. Treasury if the refuge were opened to drilling.

Erik Grafe, an Alaska-based attorney with Earthjustice, said oil companies "seem to understand that drilling in this remote landscape is too risky, too complicated and just plain wrong."

He said environmental groups would fight any attempt by the Trump administration to hold new lease sales in the refuge.
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Obamacare Enrollment Hits Record Ahead of Trump's Return

Almost 24 million Americans have signed up for plans offered under the Affordable Care Act, driven by subsidies that are expiring and that Congress may not renew.

A sign advertising enrollment in the Affordable Care Act, commonly known as Obamacare, at an insurance company office in Miami in 2023. Scott McIntyre for The New York Times



By Noah Weiland and Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Reporting from Washington


Jan 08, 2025 at 10:01 AM

The number of Americans enrolled in the Affordable Care Act's health insurance marketplaces has roughly doubled since President Biden took office, but White House officials warned Wednesday that the surge in Americans taking advantage of increased government health care subsidies could face risks as President-elect Donald J. Trump returns to office.

Nearly 24 million Americans, a record, have already signed up for plans under the program, popularly known as Obamacare, during the current enrollment period, according to the White House.

Those gains have been driven in part by major federal subsidies that helped shave the cost of premiums across income groups. Those subsidies, approved by Mr. Biden and Democratic lawmakers, are set to expire this year.

In a statement, Mr. Biden called on Congress to "double down on the progress we have made" by extending them.

As Republicans assume control of the Senate and the House, it is unclear whether those subsidies, which come in the form of tax credits, will be renewed without significant compromise.

Some key congressional Republicans have cast doubt on an extension. Mr. Trump has not outlined a health care strategy for his second term, and has spoken vaguely about the Affordable Care Act when asked if he would again seek to overturn the law, as he did in when he first became president in 2017.

A spokeswoman for Mr. Trump did not respond to a question about what his approach to the subsidies would be once he takes office. His campaign said it did not support the increased assistance, which makes insurance effectively free for many lower-income people and decrease premiums for higher-earning households.

Mr. Biden's chief domestic policy adviser, Neera Tanden, told reporters on a conference call on Tuesday that "our efforts to lower health care costs and expand coverage are in jeopardy."

Under the Affordable Care Act, Americans had been eligible for financial assistance on a sliding scale based on income. But Mr. Biden and Democrats approved more federal assistance and expanded who was eligible for it, allowing people who make more than 400 percent of the federal poverty level, or roughly $120,000 for a family of four, to qualify.

Mr. Biden's health secretary, Xavier Becerra, said in an interview on Wednesday that he believed the subsidies would be extended. "I'm confident that we're going to continue to support Americans having access to health care," he said.

The Congressional Budget Office last month estimated that premiums would spike without a permanent extension of the enhanced subsidies, and the number of uninsured Americans would go up by more than two million in 2026, 3.7 million in 2027 and then 3.8 million each year on average through 2034.

Wednesday's announcement was part of a broader effort by federal officials to highlight the Biden administration's health policy on its way out, including a new Medicare drug price negotiation program, an expansion of drug addiction treatment and gains in Medicaid coverage for new mothers.

The Affordable Care Act has transformed the American health system, covering roughly 50 million Americans at some point over the last decade, slashing the uninsured rate among minority groups and expanding access to Medicaid, the joint federal-state insurance program for the poor.

Conservative lawmakers and health policy experts have said that the subsidies, which the Congressional Budget Office has said would cost more than $300 billion over the next decade, are an exorbitant way to boost the health insurance marketplaces, which they have criticized for offering mediocre health coverage.

A spokesman for Representative Brett Guthrie, a Kentucky Republican who leads the key House Committee on Energy and Commerce, pointed to skeptical comments Mr. Guthrie made last month suggesting that the subsidies increased health spending. Representative Jason Smith, a Missouri Republican who led the House Ways and Means Committee last year, and Representative Jodey Arrington, a Texas Republican who led the House Budget Committee, have described a proposed renewal as "unconscionable."

Some conservative critics of the policy have alleged that Americans are benefiting from subsidized coverage above the amount they are entitled to. Asked about whether those claims were true, federal officials on Tuesday defended their process to verify that those who apply for and receive subsidized coverage have submitted accurate information about their income.

The subsidies have also been a boon for health insurers, which could lose billions if they expire. They have rallied with patient advocacy groups to push lawmakers for an extension.

Cynthia Cox, an Obamacare expert at KFF, a nonprofit health care research group, said that the politics of the subsidies were complicated for Republicans because of how much of the growth in the marketplaces was concentrated in southern, Republican-led states, where people in rural areas with few health coverage options would see enormous increases in premiums if they lapsed.

"The kind of demographics and the geographical distribution of who's signing up and who's benefiting from the enhanced subsidies make it so that it's possible that some Republicans might see a benefit to their constituents if they renew the subsidies," she said.

Some Republican leaders, including Senator Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, who is set to lead the chamber's health committee, have suggested that they could compromise with Democrats to do so.

Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska, a more moderate Republican, recently told the Northern Journal, an Alaska newsletter, that Congress needed to extend the subsidies.

"I worry a little bit that it's going to be one of these, 'We're just going to throw everything out. We didn't like those, and so we're going to let these expire,'" she said, referring to the legislation that approved the increased subsidies. "I look at this, and I would make the argument that you've got a lot of folks that have seen some real relief."

Democrats in December unsuccessfully worked to insert a one-year extension of the subsidies in a year-end spending package, but they have vowed to press on in budget negotiations early this year.

"This is a major, major, major, major priority," said Representative Lauren Underwood, an Illinois Democrat who has introduced legislation that would permanently extending the tax credits. Without the same kind of subsidized coverage, Americans who had signed up for cheaper plans in recent years "are going to be shocked, and they're going to be mad," Ms. Underwood said.
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It Was Dark, Freezing and 4 a.m. Still, They Came to See Jimmy Carter.

It was a once-in-a-lifetime chance to pay their respects to a president. They were not going to miss it, even if meant waking up in the middle of the night.

Video: 



By Rick Rojas
Photographs by Audra Melton
Reporting from Atlanta


Jan 08, 2025 at 03:54 PM

The early morning sky was a pool of ink, and the air was violently cold, at least by the standards of a Southerner by way of Nigeria. Still, Cornelius Ani pulled himself out of bed on Tuesday, bundled up and drove in 30 miles from the Atlanta suburbs. He had to.

This was his chance -- his only chance -- to be in the presence of someone like Jimmy Carter. A president of the United States. A Nobel Peace Prize laureate. A Georgian. A man with humble roots he deeply admired. Mr. Ani, 62, expected he would never encounter anyone else like that in his lifetime.

"That combination can only come from somebody who is chosen," Mr. Ani said, beaming -- suddenly immune to the chill -- as he walked away from Mr. Carter's coffin, having come to the Carter Presidential Library in Atlanta hours before sunrise. 

"Give it all, give it all, give it all," Mr. Ani, a civil engineer, said. That was the lesson he took from Jimmy Carter.




The library had been open around the clock since Saturday evening, allowing anyone who wanted to step up to the coffin covered in an American flag to do so -- to say a prayer, offer a salute, watch the changing of the guard, cry, or just stand there and savor the immersion in a moment that felt like a piece of history.

Soon after, Mr. Carter's remains would be carried on to Washington, the next leg in a journey encompassing the former president's long and multifaceted life. He would leave Atlanta for the final time. There was no big last-minute surge before the visitation ended at 6 a.m. In those last hours, the security officers and the crew of volunteers sometimes outnumbered the visitors.

Some arrived in scrubs and fluorescent vests. John Roberts, 58, put on a dress shirt, a tie and a gray sweater. "I feel like it warranted it," he said. He came in from Marietta in the Atlanta suburbs, parked somewhere he hoped he wouldn't get a ticket and went inside to say a short prayer.




"I pray I live to 100," he said. "I pray I live a life like he lived."

Kim Jensen, an associate director of the Carter Center's program for controlling trachoma, an eye disease that is a leading cause of blindness around the world, had already been to a special service for the center's employees. Still, she wanted to come again, walking over from her house around 4 a.m.

"I did kind of worry he was going to be alone," she said.

As humbly as Mr. Carter might have presented himself, he was nevertheless in that rarest category of figures known and respected around the world, the one occupied by presidents, popes and monarchs. 

Death, it seemed, did not dampen the power of being in his presence. It was, quite possibly, the opposite.

"I just wanted to be part of history," said Amber Seabrook Stokes, a chiropractor who woke up around 2:30 a.m. and came from Powder Springs, Ga., about 20 miles away. "My husband looked at me like I was crazy."




She struck up a conversation with Lailaa Ragins, a stay-at-home mother from Marietta, on the bus ride to the library, and they came out of the visitation together. They bonded over their affection for Mr. Carter and the realization they lived not too far from each other.

Ms. Ragins wanted to come before her children woke up. She felt a connection to Mr. Carter because of their shared Christian faith, she said, and because of Habitat for Humanity, the nonprofit long associated with Mr. Carter. Her family moved into a Habitat house when she was a child. She remembered her mother going to do her "sweat hours" every Saturday, the in-kind down payment required to buy one of the nonprofit's homes.

She left feeling joyful.

"This life is not all there is," Ms. Ragins, 39, said. "His soul is with God. He's with his wife. His soul is free."

Mel Selcho, 53, huddled by a heater outside and welcomed people in. "There are not a lot of men I would stand in the cold for," Ms. Selcho joked. She could have been one of the volunteers inside. But being "a professional shusher," as she called it, was not for her. This role suited her better.




"Here to see President Carter?" she asked people walking up.

"President Carter is waiting for you!"

As a girl in Utah, where Mr. Carter was not so popular, she was one of a handful of students in her elementary school who voted for him in a mock election. "He's always had a special place in my heart," she said.

When she had her own chance to step up to pay her respects, she got emotional. "I was very surprised I teared up," she said.

Others had the same unexpected response. Watery eyes that morning were not caused by blustery wind alone.

"I was there five to 10 minutes, tears literally falling down my face," said LaSonya Burton, another volunteer on the overnight shift who came from Douglas County, about 25 miles west of Atlanta.

She had never been to the Carter Center before, and now she was instructing visitors to sign the guest books.




Binders had been stuffed with messages in a variety of languages and more than a few renderings of peanuts, including one with a toothy grin and angel's wings. A family from Ellenwood, Ga., sat down and filled up pages. (A brief excerpt: "Exhibiting meek is not weak," one of them wrote.) Most people just jotted down a few words.

The world will miss you & so will Atlanta.

Thank you for tirelessly working for a cleaner, safer, better and fairer world. I will carry your message. I'm sorry we let you down.

My Aunt Kathryn met you in her 80s in North Carolina & was giddy as a school girl.

You rule Jimmy

By 5 a.m., the end of the visitation loomed. The size of the crowd picked up slightly. "One more hour!" Ms. Selcho called out.




Joshua Newsome, 24, and Antonio Hatch, 25, in their black, puffy winter jackets, rode over on their bicycles. "It was a once in a lifetime opportunity," Mr. Hatch said, "and a bit of an adventure with the cold, so we got up stupidly early."

The experience was powerful. "It's a moment of honor and respect," Mr. Newsome said. But he also conceded the gravity of that moment, and what he would ultimately take from it, had not set in yet. "I think I have to wake up a little bit," he said before pedaling home in the dark.


Read by Rick Rojas



Audio produced by Sarah Diamond.
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Democrats Prevail in Virginia Races, the First Elections Since Trump's Win

The party held onto two key seats in Loudoun County that will allow them to maintain control of the state's legislature.

The Virginia State Capitol. With victories in two special elections on Tuesday, Democrats held their majorities in the state's General Assembly for another term. Win McNamee/Getty Images



By Reid J. Epstein
Reporting from Washington


Jan 08, 2025 at 12:38 AM

Democrats on Tuesday held two key state legislative seats in Virginia, retaining their majorities in the General Assembly in the first special elections since President-elect Donald J. Trump won back the White House.

The results were expected in overlapping House of Delegates and State Senate districts in Loudoun County, a Washington suburb. Democrats have traditionally occupied the seats, which became vacant when the local state senator was elected to Congress and the delegate subsequently resigned to run to replace him.

But Democrats, who held single-seat majorities in both chambers, had worried that a shift toward Republicans in Loudoun County could accelerate after Mr. Trump's victory. They poured far more resources into the contests than Republicans did.

Kannan Srinivasan, a Democrat who had held the State House seat for the last year, won election to the State Senate, defeating Tumay Harding, a Republican schoolteacher, according to The Associated Press. JJ Singh, a former Capitol Hill aide, won Mr. Srinivasan's old State House seat, topping Ram Venkatachalam, an information technology consultant, The A.P. reported.

In the end, the margins in both Loudoun races tracked the difference between Vice President Kamala Harris and Mr. Trump from November -- even though the turnout is just a fraction of the presidential contest.

In a third special election, in central Virginia, Republicans retained a solidly red State Senate seat that John J. McGuire had vacated when he was elected to Congress in November. Luther Cifers, a kayak entrepreneur, easily defeated Jack Trammell, a sociology professor, according to The A.P.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a Republican, has one year left in his term.

Democrats focused their efforts on the Loudoun contests, with elected officials from across Virginia and beyond traveling to the districts to help get out the party's vote in what was expected to be a low-turnout special election.

Ken Martin, the Minnesota Democratic chairman and a contender to lead the party's national committee, stumped on Saturday in Loudoun and canvassed neighborhoods in the subfreezing temperatures. On Tuesday morning, two precincts in the State Senate district were briefly closed after a winter storm on Monday dumped up to 10 inches of snow across the Washington region.

"In Virginia, everything was at stake," said Roger Lau, a deputy executive director for the Democratic National Committee. He added, "As we face increasing extremism at the federal level, it's more important than ever for Democrats to fight back in the states."

Mr. Srinivasan and Mr. Singh campaigned on the importance of retaining Democratic control of the General Assembly in Richmond, where their party aims this year to advance state constitutional amendments on abortion rights, same-sex marriage and the restoration of voting rights for felons.

"Our win today shows the power of compelling candidates focused on unlocking Virginians' potential and protecting their rights," said Dan Helmer, the campaign chair for the Virginia House Democratic caucus. "It bodes well for expanding our majority and taking back the governor's mansion."
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Trump Asks Supreme Court to Halt His Sentencing in N.Y. Criminal Case

Prosecutors have been ordered to respond to the president-elect's request by Thursday morning, suggesting the court could rule before Friday's scheduled sentencing.

The effort hinges on Donald J. Trump's argument that he is entitled to full immunity from prosecution, and even sentencing, now that he is the president-elect. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Ben Protess and Adam Liptak



Jan 08, 2025 at 01:27 PM

Days away from his criminal sentencing in New York, President-elect Donald J. Trump is seeking a late-stage rescue from the U.S. Supreme Court that would shut down the case before he returns to the White House.

In an emergency application late Tuesday, Mr. Trump's lawyers urged the justices to intervene and halt the sentencing, which is scheduled for Friday, 10 days before the presidential inauguration. The filing came after a New York appeals court rejected the same request on Tuesday and sharply questioned the validity of his effort to stave off the sentencing.

Mr. Trump argues that he is entitled to full immunity from prosecution, and even sentencing, now that he is the president-elect. His lawyers have based that claim on a Supreme Court ruling last year that granted former presidents broad immunity for official acts.

"This court should enter an immediate stay of further proceedings in the New York trial court," the application said, "to prevent grave injustice and harm to the institution of the presidency and the operations of the federal government."

The Supreme Court directed prosecutors to respond to Mr. Trump's application by Thursday morning, an indication that the justices may act before the scheduled sentencing. A spokeswoman for the Manhattan district attorney's office, which prosecuted Mr. Trump on charges of falsifying records to cover up a sex scandal, declined to comment, saying only that the office would respond in court papers.

The filing capped a whirlwind stretch of legal wrangling for the former and future president, who is scrambling to avoid the embarrassing spectacle of a sentencing.

Although the trial judge, Juan M. Merchan, has signaled that he would spare Mr. Trump jail time, his sentencing would carry symbolic importance. It would formalize Mr. Trump's status as a felon, making him the first president to hold that dubious designation.

Mr. Trump's lawyers argued in the Supreme Court filing that officially becoming a felon might also complicate Mr. Trump's presidential duties.

"The prospect of imposing sentence on President Trump just before he assumes office as the 47th president raises the specter of other possible restrictions on liberty, such as travel, reporting requirements, registration, probationary requirements, and others -- all of which would be constitutionally intolerable under the doctrine of presidential immunity," Mr. Trump's lawyers wrote.

"Indeed, every adjudication of a felony conviction results in significant collateral consequences for the defendant, regardless of whether a term of imprisonment is imposed."

The filing noted that Mr. Trump had also asked New York's highest court, its Court of Appeals, for an emergency stay, acknowledging that litigants must ordinarily seek relief from lower courts before turning to the Supreme Court. Mr. Trump's lawyers wrote that the state court was unlikely to act in time and so "filing applications in both courts appears to be the only viable option."

A Supreme Court stay might scuttle Mr. Trump's sentencing for good.

The window to sentence him is rapidly closing -- once he returns to the White House, Mr. Trump cannot face prosecution -- and he would be 82 after his second term. It is unclear whether the trial judge would still seek to impose Mr. Trump's sentence four years later.

For now, Mr. Trump's odds of success at the Supreme Court are unclear. The district attorney's office is likely to argue that the court does not have jurisdiction yet, because Mr. Trump has not exhausted his appeals in state court.

But while some legal experts doubted the merits of his application, the justices have come to his rescue before. The Supreme Court's immunity ruling in July effectively thwarted a federal criminal case against Mr. Trump for his effort to subvert the 2020 election results.

And even as other courts have grown hostile to Mr. Trump's arguments in the New York case, he might find a friendlier reception at the Supreme Court, where the 6-to-3 conservative majority includes three justices he appointed during his first term. Five can grant a stay.

Michael Dorf, a law professor at Cornell, said Mr. Trump may well prevail.

"The application raises a novel question about whether presidential immunity extends to a president-elect, and, given the Supreme Court's handling of Trump's prior cases, has a fair chance of success," Professor Dorf said.

But he added that Mr. Trump "does not in any real sense need the relief he seeks" because "there is no risk that the further proceedings would impinge in any way on Trump's time."

Over the years, Mr. Trump had mixed success at the court. That changed in the term that ended in July, which included three big victories for the former president.

In addition to the immunity ruling, the court allowed him to seek another term despite a constitutional provision barring insurrectionists from holding office, and cast doubt on two of the four charges against him in the since-scuttled federal prosecution over his efforts to subvert the 2020 election.

The new application will be an early test of the court's independence in Mr. Trump's second term, and its ruling may set the tone for what will surely be a fire hose of litigation arising from Mr. Trump's plans to test the limits of presidential authority in, among many other areas, immigration and the economy.

Mr. Trump's application was filed by two of his picks for top jobs in the Justice Department: Todd Blanche, Mr. Trump's choice for deputy attorney general, and D. John Sauer, his selection for solicitor general.

They argued that Mr. Trump's status as president-elect required special protections.

"President Trump is currently engaged in the most crucial and sensitive tasks of preparing to assume the executive power in less than two weeks, all of which are essential to the United States' national security and vital interests," the application said.

"Forcing President Trump to prepare for a criminal sentencing in a felony case while he is preparing to lead the free world as president of the United States in less than two weeks imposes an intolerable, unconstitutional burden on him that undermines these vital national interests."

In May, a New York jury found Mr. Trump guilty on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records to hide a payoff to a porn star. Ever since, he has sought to unravel the verdict or at least postpone the sentencing, an effort that gained momentum in the wake of the Supreme Court's immunity ruling.

Justice Merchan, the trial judge, recently rejected Mr. Trump's bid to throw out the case based on that ruling. The judge concluded that because the ruling concerned a president's "official acts," it did not apply to the New York case, which centered on the "decidedly personal acts of falsifying business records."

Even Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., who wrote the majority opinion, held that not every act a president takes is official, Justice Merchan noted.

Mr. Trump this week filed a civil action against Justice Merchan to unwind his ruling, and asked the state appellate court to pause his sentencing. But at a hearing Tuesday, a lawyer for the district attorney's office emphasized that the case centered on "unofficial conduct," a sex scandal before his presidency. Mr. Trump's claim of immunity, the lawyer said, was "baseless."

Ellen Gesmer, the New York appellate court judge assigned to hear the emergency request, was similarly dubious. At the hearing, Justice Gesmer was immediately skeptical of Mr. Trump's arguments, grilling his lawyer, Mr. Blanche, about whether he had "any support for a notion that presidential immunity extends to president-elects?"

Mr. Blanche conceded that he did not, saying, "There has never been a case like this before."

Justice Gesmer also pointed out that Mr. Trump was no longer facing jail time, suggesting that he would not suffer much harm from the sentencing. In a recent ruling, Justice Merchan suggested that he would impose an unconditional discharge of Mr. Trump's sentence, a rare and lenient alternative to jail or probation.

Although Mr. Trump faces up to four years in prison, Justice Merchan's plan reflected the practical impossibility of jailing a sitting president.

In ordinary felony cases that involve falsifying business records, defendants often spend time behind bars. But nothing about Mr. Trump's case was ordinary.

It stems from a hush-money payment made in 2016 to a porn star, Stormy Daniels, who at the time was threatening to go public with her story of a sexual encounter with Mr. Trump.

Rather than risk a scandal during his presidential campaign that year, Mr. Trump directed his fixer at the time, Michael D. Cohen, to pay Ms. Daniels $130,000.

When Mr. Trump reimbursed Mr. Cohen, the jury at his trial concluded, he concocted a plan to cover up the deal with a series of false records.

Mr. Trump's application to the Supreme Court quoted at length from the Presidential Transition Act, a federal law that sets out procedures "to promote orderly transitions in the office of president."

Without noting Mr. Trump's own efforts to subvert the 2020 election in the weeks leading up to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, the application said the law should govern the current transition.

"Any disruption occasioned by the transfer of the executive power," the application said, quoting the law, "could produce results detrimental to the safety and well-being of the United States and its people."

Maggie Haberman and Kate Christobek contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/nyregion/trump-sentencing-supreme-court.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Trump's Pick for U.S. Attorney Is Enmeshed in Long Island Politics

Joseph Nocella Jr. has maintained deep connections in a Republican Party organization that has veered sharply to the right.

The Eastern District's 160-odd prosecutors have long pursued high-profile cases involving organized crime, national security and foreign politicians.  Bing Guan for The New York Times



By Santul Nerkar



Jan 07, 2025 at 11:46 PM

As a district court judge on Long Island, Joseph Nocella Jr. presided over low-level criminal cases and disputes involving small amounts of money. He could soon oversee some of the country's highest-profile criminal cases.

This week, President-elect Donald J. Trump announced that Mr. Nocella was his pick to be the next U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York. In a statement announcing his choice on Truth Social, Mr. Trump said Mr. Nocella had "a strong record of bringing Law and Order to the incredible people of New York."

As a Long Island judge, Mr. Nocella has adjudicated matters like Covid-19 relief fraud and drunken-driving cases and presided over family court.

The Eastern District, where Mr. Nocella was a prosecutor decades ago, operates at a different scale: The office and its 160-some prosecutors have long pursued high-profile cases involving organized crime, national security and foreign politicians. It has won convictions in a variety of recent blockbuster cases, including against the singer R. Kelly, who was convicted of sex crimes; the disgraced former congressman George Santos; and leaders of the sex cult NXIVM.

Seth DuCharme, who served as acting U.S. attorney in 2020, said Mr. Nocella's range of experiences, including presiding over a small court, would serve him well in the district, which he called "a friendlier version" of its more high-profile neighbor, the Southern District of New York. But he noted that Mr. Nocella was something of an outsider.

"I think that probably most of the prosecutors were surprised," Mr. DuCharme said. "It's not a name they've heard about a lot."

Former Senator Alfonse M. D'Amato, a Long Island Republican, said the Nassau Republican Party's chairman, Joseph G. Cairo Jr., "went to bat" for Mr. Nocella with the incoming Trump administration to help secure the nomination, which the Senate must approve.

"He's a fairly new judge, but outstanding. You couldn't get a better background," Mr. D'Amato said in an interview. "A great selection."

Mr. Nocella, who could not be reached for comment, graduated from Fordham University in 1986 and received his law degree from Columbia University in 1989. During a stint as an assistant United States attorney in the Eastern District from 1991 to 1995, Mr. Nocella won convictions against a married couple who stole $35 million from large banks, and against Vittorio Amuso, the head of the Lucchese crime family.

As U.S. attorney, Mr. Nocella would earn almost $192,000 annually. The Eastern District he would oversee covers Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island, as well as Suffolk and Nassau counties, a population of about eight million people, according to its website.

Mr. Nocella has deep connections in Nassau County's formidable Republican political machine and has spent recent years working in a series of prominent legal roles in local government. He worked as a lawyer for Nassau County and later as town attorney in Oyster Bay and Hempstead before becoming a judge in 2022. Mr. Nocella was also a reliable donor to G.O.P. causes, contributing thousands of dollars to local Republican candidates and clubs over the last decades.

Nassau County has lurched to the right politically in recent years, with its Republican Party embracing Mr. Trump. Bruce Blakeman, the Nassau County executive who won election in 2021, is a close ally of Mr. Trump and has created a force of armed citizens he says will be used in case of civil unrest and has also faced off with a roller derby team with transgender members.

In a social media post, Mr. Blakeman praised the choice of Mr. Nocella, calling him "a valuable asset in fighting crime and protecting the homeland."

Some Democrats criticized Mr. Nocella as overly partisan, but others signaled they were more supportive of his nomination. Representative Laura Gillen, a first-term Democrat who represents a competitive district on Long Island, said she would "look forward to working with him on the issues that matter to Nassau County residents."

Anne Donnelly, the Nassau County district attorney and a Republican, said she had known Mr. Nocella since they were 18 and students at Fordham University and described him as fair-minded. She said his experience overseeing "a rainbow of cases," along with his familiarity with the Eastern District's terrain, would serve him well.

"One thing about Joe: He certainly knows Long Island," Ms. Donnelly said.

Nicholas Fandos contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/07/nyregion/eastern-district-us-attorney-joseph-nocella.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Matt Gaetz Floats a Run for Florida Governor in 2026

The former congressman was the focus of a House Ethics panel report accusing him of "regularly" paying for sex and using drugs, which helped doom his short-lived nomination for attorney general.

Former Representative Matt Gaetz said in an interview with The Tampa Bay Times that he was "starting to think about running for governor" next year in Florida. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Neil Vigdor



Jan 08, 2025 at 03:25 PM

Former Representative Matt Gaetz, who withdrew as President-elect Donald J. Trump's nominee for attorney general ahead of the release of a House Ethics panel report that accused him of "regularly" paying for sex and using drugs, said he was "starting to think about running for governor" next year in Florida.

The contest for the open seat in Mr. Trump's adopted home state is expected to draw significant interest, as Gov. Ron DeSantis, who was elected in 2018 and 2022, is term-limited.

"I have a compelling vision for the state," Mr. Gaetz, a far-right provocateur, told The Tampa Bay Times in a report published on Tuesday.

In a telephone interview with The New York Times on Wednesday, Mr. Gaetz said that he had spoken to Mr. Trump about a possible bid for governor and that he "knows that I have that ambition." He declined to elaborate on their conversation, other than to say that the president-elect had shared advice with him and that he expected several of Mr. Trump's other allies would contend for the job.

Requests for comment were also left with Mr. Trump's aides.

Mr. Gaetz, 42, cruised to a fifth term in his safely Republican House district on Florida's panhandle on Nov. 5. But he resigned his seat on Nov. 13, shortly after Mr. Trump chose him for attorney general, trying to short-circuit the release of an Ethics Committee report that concluded he had engaged in sexual misconduct and taken illicit drugs, allegations he has denied.

He also filed an 11th-hour lawsuit in federal court in an attempt to stop the report's release, but that effort failed.

The panel found that from at least 2017 to 2020, Mr. Gaetz "regularly paid women for engaging in sexual activity with him." The report said that in 2017, Mr. Gaetz had "engaged in sexual activity with a 17-year-old girl," who was paid.

From 2017 to 2019, the report said, Mr. Gaetz used or possessed illegal drugs, including cocaine and Ecstasy "on multiple occasions," and accepted lavish gifts, including transportation to and lodging in the Bahamas, in excess of permissible amounts.

Asked on Wednesday if he believed the Ethics Committee's report would hurt him in a race for governor, Mr. Gaetz scoffed at the idea.

"Those lies have been circling me for years," he said.

After withdrawing as Mr. Trump's nominee for United States attorney general -- the first big setback to the president-elect during his transition -- Mr. Gaetz was hired as host of a weekly prime-time show on the far-right One America News Network.

In his remarks to The Tampa Bay Times, Mr. Gaetz suggested he could help stabilize an insurance crisis that has been gripping Florida, one that was exacerbated by Hurricanes Helene and Milton and has roiled both the industry and those who rely on its coverage.

"I understand how to fix the insurance problem, and it's not to hand the keys to the state over to the insurance industry," he said. "If I run, I would be the most pro-consumer candidate on the Republican side."

Mr. Gaetz's floating of his interest in the governor's office came just days after members of the 119th Congress were sworn in on Capitol Hill, where Mr. Gaetz was known for his bare-knuckles political style in trying to advance Mr. Trump's agenda.

The governor's race in Florida, once a battleground state that has been tilting toward Republicans, is one of the most prominent contests on the election calendar in 2026.

The race is shaping up to be another key test of Mr. Trump's influence in his adopted home state, where his endorsement helped carry Mr. DeSantis to victory in 2018 in a tight race.

Possible other Republican contenders include Representative Byron Donalds, who was a prominent surrogate for Mr. Trump among Black voters in 2024 and has welcomed speculation about his interest in the job.

On the Democratic side, Representative Jared Moskowitz, a centrist whom Mr. DeSantis tapped to run the state's disaster-relief agency in 2018, told Politico last March that he had not ruled out running. State Senator Shevrin Jones of Miami-Dade County, the state's first gay Black lawmaker, has also emerged as a potential candidate.
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'The Embers Were Just Flying': Two Friends' Rush to Save a Family Home

After evacuating, Orly Israel and a friend went back to his family's house to try to protect it. But the furious blaze was too much.

Orly Israel sprayed water around his backyard to try to save his family home Tuesday evening.  Tanner Charles Schaaf



By Isabella Kwai



Jan 08, 2025 at 02:01 PM

It seemed as if the sky was raining fire on Orly Israel's home. With embers whipping through the air, trees blazing and alarms blaring, Mr. Israel raced through the yard, hosing down bushes in a desperate attempt to save the house.

Mr. Israel, 30, had returned to the house in the Alphabet Streets neighborhood of Pacific Palisades on Tuesday evening with a friend after evacuating that morning with his brother and parents. "You could see it from the bedroom window," he said of their view from the house on Tuesday morning. "You could see the flames coming down the hill."

Ordered to evacuate, his family rushed to pack the cars with their most precious possessions -- books, memories, a crate of notebooks and journals for Mr. Israel. 

After leaving, Mr. Israel and a friend watched from a distant vantage point as the fire approached his family's neighborhood. They decided to go back to try to protect the house, driving through "thick and black" smoke that limited their visibility to several feet.

Wearing swimming pool goggles and N-95 masks, they sprayed down spot fires and moved flammable furniture inside. But the intense heat and encroaching flames pushed them back.

"The embers were just flying through the sky," said Mr. Israel, who said the family moved into the house on his 10th birthday. He added: "It wasn't even safe being there at all."

"His whole backyard was basically on fire," said Mr. Israel's friend, Tanner Charles Schaaf, a content creator who chases storms. But he had never seen anything like this before, he said.

The fire burned a wooden fence outside Mr. Israel's home.  Tanner Charles Schaaf


"I just stood there and was like, it's over," Mr. Schaaf said. "We can't fight it." He recorded a video and prayed as the two men gave up their efforts and ran out the front door into an apocalyptic-looking night.

As they fled the house, Mr. Israel saw a large tree with flames licking its trunk in the front yard. "When that tree falls, it's going to destroy our house," he said. In videos sent by other friends in the neighborhood, he said, it looked like every home on the street was on fire.

"I'm thinking about my family. I'm thinking that any future plans I had that are totally out the window," he said, adding that he had felt unprepared for the ferocity of the fire. Hours later, he said, his eyes were still stinging from the embers, and he didn't know what his family would do next.

"It's just, wait for the bad news that the house is completely gone, and then wait until they let us come pick through the rubble," he said. "And then, I don't know. I have no idea. Do I move to another state where they don't have fires?"

"What happens to the city?" he added. "Neighborhoods are going to be completely gone."
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Consulate at Heart of Adams Case Got Special Treatment, Review Finds

The Turkish Consulate was the only building of its size allowed to open without a required fire safety certification, an investigation by the city comptroller found.

Mayor Eric Adams was charged by federal prosecutors with pressuring the Fire Department to sign off on the opening of a new Turkish consulate building despite safety concerns. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons



Jan 08, 2025 at 09:20 PM

The Turkish Consulate at the center of the federal charges against Mayor Eric Adams was the only building of its size allowed to open without a required fire safety certification, according to an investigation the city comptroller released on Wednesday.

The investigation found that the $300 million, 35-story building in Manhattan was granted a dozen temporary approvals over three years and is operating without a certificate of occupancy.

The indictment against Mr. Adams accuses him of pressuring the Fire Department to allow the building to open in 2021, despite defects in its fire safety system, in time for an opening ceremony with the Turkish president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Prosecutors have said that the mayor accepted luxury travel worth more than $100,000 and illegal campaign contributions in exchange for his help with the consulate, which occurred after he had won the Democratic mayoral primary but before he was elected mayor.

The comptroller, Brad Lander, is running for mayor against Mr. Adams. His investigation, detailed in a 34-page document, did not mention Mr. Adams by name, except for one reference to his indictment. But Mr. Lander said in a statement that city officials had put public safety at risk.

"By rushing to allow the opening of Turkish House in advance of a ribbon-cutting ceremony with President Erdogan," Mr. Lander said, the Buildings Department and Fire Department "cut serious corners that could have compromised the safety of the occupants and neighbors of the building."

Mr. Adams, a Democrat who took office in 2022, has maintained that he has done nothing wrong and sought to play down the charges against him, arguing that he often helped constituents in his former role as Brooklyn borough president. He has pleaded not guilty and will go on trial in April.

The mayor's office and his campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Andrew Rudansky, a spokesman for the Buildings Department, said in a statement that the agency was focused on safety, but he did not address the comptroller's concerns directly.

"We treat the safety of our fellow New Yorkers as a top priority, and if any member of the public has safety concerns about a building, they are strongly encouraged to file an official 311 complaint, so that we can investigate the issue," he said.

Mr. Lander's investigation focused on the issuance of certificates of occupancy, which certify that a new building conforms to city rules and safety regulations. It found that the Turkish Consulate, known as Turkevi Center, was issued a series of temporary certificates of occupancy, with the most recent one expiring in October.

Six other mixed-use office buildings with 20 stories or more that had expired certificates of occupancy were not given waivers like the one the Turkish Consulate received. Mr. Lander called the special treatment a "troubling breach of process."

The comptroller also found broader concerns that 637 other office buildings did not have valid certificates of occupancy, including 88 buildings that were characterized as "immediately hazardous."

Mr. Lander sent a letter to Robert Tucker, the fire commissioner, and James Oddo, the building commissioner, urging them to address the concerns. The letter made one reference to Mr. Adams's indictment and how it had raised questions about the Turkish Consulate's safety.

Mr. Lander, a progressive Democrat, has been a fierce critic of the mayor, and Mr. Adams has often expressed frustration with Mr. Lander.

After Mr. Adams won the Democratic mayoral primary in July 2021, he contacted then-Fire Commissioner Daniel A. Nigro and urged him to allow the Turkish government to occupy the building at least on a temporary basis. At the time, Mr. Adams was widely expected to win the general election in November and become mayor in January.

The Fire Department allowed the Buildings Department to issue a temporary certificate of occupancy for the building on Sept. 17, 2021, just three days before the ribbon cutting. The first Fire Department inspection did not take place until more than a month later, on Oct. 26, according to the comptroller's investigation.

The building still has several violations related to its glass facade and elevator testing, the comptroller found.

Mr. Adams was charged in September with five counts, including bribery and fraud. He was also accused of conspiring with Turkish officials to receive illegal foreign campaign donations.

A businessmen accused of making illegal donations to the mayor's campaign was expected to face a criminal charge and wishes to plead guilty, federal prosecutors said last month. The businessman, Erden Arkan, has close ties to New York's Turkish community.
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Biden Administration Moves to Halt Sept. 11 Plea Deal

Justice Department lawyers are defending the defense secretary's decision to back out of the agreement that avoided a death penalty trial, moving the question from military to civilian courts.

Prosecutors had negotiated the deal with the defendants for more than two years, but last summer Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III undid the agreement two days after it was signed. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Carol Rosenberg
Reporting from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba


Jan 08, 2025 at 01:51 AM

The U.S. government asked a federal appeals court on Tuesday to stop Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the man accused of planning the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, from pleading guilty on Friday at the war court at Guantanamo Bay.

The filing argued that, contrary to the findings of two lower military courts, Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III had the authority to retroactively withdraw the government from plea agreements that were submitted at the military court last summer.

On July 31, Mr. Mohammed and two co-defendants signed an agreement with the Pentagon official in charge of the court to plead guilty to war crimes charges in exchange for sentences of life in prison rather than face a death penalty trial. Prosecutors had negotiated the deal for more than two years, but Mr. Austin undid the agreements two days later. Then on Nov. 7, the military judge, Col. Matthew N. McCall, ruled that the secretary acted too late and that the deal was valid.

Tuesday's move seeking to overturn Colonel McCall's ruling was the latest to whipsaw the families of the nearly 3,000 victims of the attacks in New York, Pennsylvania and at the Pentagon, who are divided over how the 12-year-old case should be resolved.

"All it does is drag this situation out for the families," said Stephan Gerhardt, whose brother Ralph was killed in the attack on the World Trade Center. "What is their end goal here?"

Mr. Gerhardt was at Guantanamo Bay this week to watch the start of the process to resolve the case through guilty pleas. It is expected to span months, including a presentation from prosecutors and testimony from victims of the attacks.

Mr. Gerhardt said he supported resolving the case through guilty pleas that cannot be appealed because he believed that any full trial would be doomed to the uncertainty of years of delay and appeals.

The appeal was signed by Matthew G. Olsen, who runs the Justice Department's national security division, and Brian H. Fletcher, a deputy solicitor general. They are asking the federal court to intervene in a question that had been handled in the military commission system that was set up after the Sept. 11 attacks.

The petition asked a three-judge panel at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit to forbid the military judge at Guantanamo from holding a hearing on Friday to question Mr. Mohammed about his understanding of the deal, initiating his guilty plea.

Colonel McCall has sealed the documents that support the plea, and has yet to rule on a motion by news organizations to release it to the public.

In fact, the filing by the Justice Department that was released to the public blacked out details of the plea, and in one instance also redacted a government statute the lawyers were citing as a legal authority for their appeal.

The Justice Department's lawyers described Friday's hearing as a point of no return. "The government and the public will lose the opportunity for a public trial as to the respondents' guilt and to seek capital punishment against three men charged with a heinous act of mass murder that caused the death of thousands of people and shocked the nation and the world," the filing said.

Colonel McCall summoned the parties to court on Wednesday to discuss the plea deals. On Tuesday night, a three-judge panel of the circuit court gave defense lawyers until Wednesday to respond to the request to halt the proceedings at the end of the week.
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Mel Shapiro, Honored Stage Director of 'Two Gentlemen,' Dies at 89

He worked with the playwright John Guare in mounting his "House of Blue Leaves," and they helped turn "The Two Gentlemen of Verona" into a hit musical.

The director Mel Shapiro in 1984. "Mel had a real gift for winning the actors' trust," the playwright John Guare, a frequent collaborator, said. Courtesy of Carnegie Mellon University Archives



By Richard Sandomir



Jan 06, 2025 at 10:50 PM

Mel Shapiro, an award-winning theater director whose collaborations with the playwright John Guare included their critically acclaimed musical version of Shakespeare's comedy "The Two Gentlemen of Verona" and the Off Broadway premiere of "The House of Blue Leaves," died on Dec. 23 at his home in Los Angeles. He was 89.

His son Josh said the cause was lung cancer.

In a career that began in the 1960s, Mr. Shapiro directed plays and musicals in New York City and around the country, worked at elite regional theaters, and taught acting and directing at major universities.

In 1969, when Mr. Guare was seeking a director for "Blue Leaves," he spoke to John Lahr, a former literary manager at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis and later a theater critic for The New Yorker. He recommended Mr. Shapiro, who had been a producing director at the Guthrie.

Mr. Lahr, Mr. Guare recalled in an interview, said, "The two of you were made to work together." They met when Mr. Shapiro directed Vaclav Havel's play "The Increased Difficulty of Conversation" at Lincoln Center. "I loved the play, met Mel and loved Mel," Mr. Guare said.

"The House of Blue Leaves" -- a dark comedy about a zookeeper, living with his mentally ill wife in Queens, who aspires to a songwriting career in Hollywood -- opened in early 1971 at the Truck and Warehouse Theater in the East Village.

Reviewing it in The New York Times, Clive Barnes called the play "mad, funny, at times very funny," and praised Mr. Shapiro's "fliply crisp staging." It won the Obie and Drama Critics' Circle Awards for best American play.

From left, Ralph Meeker, John Glover and Katherine Helmond in the Off Broadway production of "The House of Blue Leaves" in 1971. Mr. Shapiro directed the play by John Guare, their first collaboration. Friedman-Abeles/The New York Public Library.


Soon after, Joseph Papp, director of the New York Shakespeare Festival and founder of the Public Theater, asked Mr. Shapiro to direct "The Two Gentlemen of Verona" in Central Park in the summer of 1971.

"I reread the play that night and said, 'Oh, my God, this is such a dog,'" Mr. Shapiro told The Star Tribune of Minneapolis in 1974. He told Mr. Papp that "Two Gentlemen," an early, problematic Shakespeare comedy, would not work when it transferred from the Delacorte Theater in the park to the Public's mobile unit, which brought productions around the city and where audiences sometimes pelted actors with chairs and rocks.

Mr. Shapiro asked Galt MacDermot, the composer best known for "Hair," to write a rock score and Mr. Guare to write lyrics. "I told Papp what I'd done and he said, 'You really are doing a musical!'" Mr. Shapiro said.

The gamble worked. "Two Gentlemen of Verona" (the musical rendered the title without the "The") won the Obie Award for best direction and the Drama Critics' Circle Award for best musical. After it moved to Broadway in late 1971, it earned Tony Awards for best musical (its competition included Stephen Sondheim's "Follies") and best book of a musical, which Mr. Shapiro and Mr. Guare shaped from Shakespeare's five acts into a 90-minute show. Mr. Shapiro was also nominated for best director.

Raul Julia and Jerry Stiller "Two Gentlemen of Verona." The Broadway production won two Tony Awards in 1971. Friedman-Abeles/The New York Public Library


Melvin Irwin Shapiro was born on Dec. 16, 1935, in Brooklyn. His father, Benjamin, abandoned him at a young age, and he was raised by his mother, Lee (Lazarus) Shapiro, who ran the home, and his stepfather, Jimmy Curran, a truck driver.

Mel's love affair with Broadway began in high school, when he and some friends would take the subway from Brooklyn into Manhattan to see shows. But his urgent need to leave his dysfunctional family -- and the hope of attending college paid for by the G.I. Bill -- led him to join the Army near the end of the Korean War. He learned to speak Korean at the Army Language School in Monterey, Calif., and served as a translator in Japan for two years.

In his spare time, Mr. Shapiro joined a group of American, British and Australian diplomats who had formed an amateur theater. He was first a prop manager, for Noel Coward's "Blithe Spirit," and then an assistant director, before making his directorial debut with "The Diary of Anne Frank."

"I had no idea how I did it or organized it," he told the online interviewer Brian Snyder in 2021. "A young kid telling everybody what to do onstage."

Mr. Shapiro also directed the London production of "Two Gentlemen" in 1973, with a cast including, from left, Brenda Arnau, Samuel E. Wright and Cleo Sylvestre. Evening Standard/Hulton Archive, via Getty Images


After his Army service, Mr. Shapiro enrolled at the Carnegie Institute of Technology (now Carnegie Mellon University) in Pittsburgh and received bachelor and master of fine arts degrees from its School of Drama in 1961.

After directing plays at the University of Washington in Seattle, the Pittsburgh Playhouse and elsewhere, he was hired in 1963 at Arena Stage in Washington, a pioneering regional theater, where he directed Eugene O'Neill's "Long Day's Journey into Night" and George Bernard Shaw's "Heartbreak House," among other plays.

He began teaching acting at New York University in 1966 -- he is credited as a founder of its School of the Arts (now the Tisch School of the Arts) -- while he was a resident director of the Stanford Repertory Theater in California.

The actress Barbara Cason, whom Mr. Shapiro directed in a Stanford Rep production of Thornton Wilder's "The Skin of Our Teeth," told The Palo Alto Times in 1965: "He paints in bold, broad strokes while shaping the play in early rehearsals. Then he goes back and refines, working on details."

He left the Stanford theater in 1967 for a two-year stint at the Guthrie, where he also stayed for about two years.

In New York City in the 1970s, Mr. Shapiro directed three more plays by Mr. Guare -- "Bosoms and Neglect," on Broadway, and "Rich and Famous" and "Marco Polo Sings a Solo," off Broadway -- as well as a Broadway revival of Anthony Newley and Leslie Bricusse's "Stop the World -- I Want to Get Off," starring Sammy Davis Jr.

"Mel had a real gift for winning the actors' trust," Mr. Guare said. "He was a tough but gentle guy; that gentleness didn't overpower actors, and when he found the right actors, they just wanted to please him."

Mr. Shapiro in a recent photo. For 10 years, he led the school of drama at Carnegie Mellon, and then joined the U.C.L.A. theater department. Courtesy U.C.L.A. School of Theater, Film and Television


Disillusioned with commercial theater, Mr. Shapiro returned to Carnegie Mellon in 1980 as head of the school of drama. He remained there for a decade before he was hired as the head of graduate acting in the theater department at the University of California, Los Angeles. He retired in 2011.

Paul Schoeffler, an actor who was one of Mr. Shapiro's students at Carnegie Mellon, wrote on Facebook after his death: "He challenged all of us. He would throw you into the deep end of the pool, as it were, to see how you would fare and what you would learn. It was only later that I discovered that he loved it when people pushed back."

In addition to his son Josh, Mr. Shapiro is survived by his wife, Jeanne (Paynter) Shapiro, a former fund-raiser for the Pittsburgh public television station WQED; another son, Ben; and a grandson.

Mr. Shapiro was the author of two textbooks, "An Actor Performs" (1997) and "The Director's Companion" (1998), and a play, "The Lay of the Land," a comedy about a couple fighting to save their marriage, which won the National Arts Club's Joseph Kesselring Prize for emerging playwrights in 1990.

The actress and director Lee Grant, who in 1991 directed a production of "The Lay of the Land" at the Pittsburgh Public Theater, said that she had been preparing to make a documentary about divorce when she received Mr. Shapiro's script.

"I've been looking for a play that explores this kind of obsession," she told The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, which she described as "that fascination we have with people we couldn't live without but now can't live with, the love of your life."
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Mike Rinder, Scientology Spokesman Turned Critic, Dies at 69

In a memoir and as a host of the documentary series "Leah Remini: Scientology and the Aftermath," he accused the church of fostering a culture of abuse.

Mike Rinder in 2018. He was raised in the Church of Scientology and rose to become an international spokesman and the head of its Office of Special Affairs before breaking with the church in 2007. Paul Archuleta/Getty Images



By Michael Levenson



Jan 06, 2025 at 11:20 PM

Mike Rinder, a former spokesman for the Church of Scientology who became one of its fiercest critics and who gained prominence as a host of the Emmy Award-winning television series "Leah Remini: Scientology and the Aftermath," died on Sunday in Palm Harbor, Fla. He was 69.

His death, in a hospice center, was from esophageal cancer, which had metastasized, his wife, Christie Collbran Rinder, said.

Mr. Rinder was raised in the Church of Scientology and rose to become an international spokesman, the head of its Office of Special Affairs and a member of the board of directors of Church of Scientology International from 1983 until 2007, according to his 2022 memoir, "A Billion Years: My Escape From a Life in the Highest Ranks of Scientology."

Shortly after he graduated from high school in 1973, he joined the Sea Organization, or Sea Org, an elite corps of staff members who keep the Church of Scientology running, and met the church's founder, L. Ron Hubbard, for the first time.

Mr. Rinder remained in the Sea Org until 2007, he wrote in his blog, when he "finally decided there was no way I could change the culture of violence and abuse that had become endemic under the 'leadership' of David Miscavige," Mr. Hubbard's successor.

After leaving, Mr. Rinder spoke out about the abuses he said he had witnessed. The church responded by denying accusations of abuse and by attacking Mr. Rinder's credibility, saying he had been expelled for malfeasance and had become a "professional anti-Scientologist" who "spews religious hatred."

Mr. Rinder said he felt a duty to speak out because of the decades he had spent as a high-ranking church aide and one of its chief defenders in the news media.

"I don't want people to continue to be hurt and tricked and lied to," he told The St. Petersburg Times in 2009, when he served as a crucial source for a three-part series on Scientology. "I was unsuccessful in changing anything through my own lack of courage when I was inside the church. But I believe these abuses need to end."

Mr. Rinder was perhaps best known as a host, with the actress Leah Remini, of the documentary series "Leah Remini: Scientology and the Aftermath," which ran for three seasons on A&E starting in 2016. The series, based on the accounts of former church members who said their lives had been harmed by Scientology, won Emmy Awards in 2017 and 2020.

Ms. Remini, who left the church in 2013, has also been an outspoken critic of Scientology. Her 2015 book, "Troublemaker: Surviving Hollywood and Scientology," helped inspire the series.

Mr. Rinder was featured in the 2015 HBO documentary film "Going Clear: Scientology and the Prison of Belief," based on a 2013 nonfiction book of the same name by the journalist Lawrence Wright.

"I hope this movie increases public pressure for the church to change its abusive practices," Mr. Rinder told The New York Times in 2015.

Michael John Rinder was born on April 10, 1955, in Adelaide, Australia. His father, Ian, was a "serial entrepreneur," he wrote in his book, and his mother, Barbara, was "a homemaker who sometimes helped out in my father's various business ventures." The family, he wrote in his memoir, was introduced to Scientology by a neighbor who attended lectures by Mr. Hubbard.

"So, really, my life was preordained into Scientology," Mr. Rinder wrote.

While he was a church official, he said, his days were "crammed with keeping track of Scientology's enemies, conducting programs to neutralize them, putting out fires on the internet and dealing with the constant celebrity issues."

He decided to leave in 2007, he wrote, after a BBC reporter asked him if he had ever been struck by Mr. Miscavige. Mr. Rinder told the reporter that Mr. Miscavige had not hit him, even though he knew that that was not true, he said.

When he left, he recalled, "it began a metamorphosis, slowly transitioning me from a fanatical follower of the cult I had been raised in to a dedicated whistle-blower about the abuses I experienced, witnessed and committed."

The church has denied that Mr. Miscavige ever struck staff members and has accused Mr. Rinder of lying.

In addition to his wife, Mr. Rinder is survived by their son, Jack Rinder; a stepson, Shane Collbran; and two children from a previous marriage, Benjamin Rinder and Taryn Teutsch.

In a final post on his blog, published on Sunday, Mr. Rinder wrote that he had been "lucky -- living two lives in one lifetime."

He said he remained deeply concerned about the practice of "disconnection," under which members of the church break contact with friends, family members or associates who are deemed to have become hostile toward Scientology. Mr. Rinder had been estranged from his two oldest children since his departure from the church.

"My only real regret is not having achieved what I said I wanted to -- ending the abuses of Scientology, especially disconnection and seeing Jack into adulthood," he wrote. "If you are in any way fighting to end those abuses please keep the flag flying -- never give up."
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Times Insider


A Fashion Reporter Considers the Ways Trends Trickle Down

Jacob Gallagher, who covers men's style for The Times, writes about teddy bear jeans, papal robes and all the fashion moments in between.

For Styles, Jacob Gallagher covers the fashion industry and the personal power of clothes. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times



By Sarah Bahr



Jan 08, 2025 at 10:45 PM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

On a chilly day in December, Jacob Gallagher, a men's fashion reporter for the Styles desk of The New York Times, is wearing a button-up shirt and black slacks, one of about a dozen pairs he owns. The look is put together, but casual.

His love for style, Mr. Gallagher said in an interview that day, began with tailored suits and Italian shoes. His father, a museum exhibition designer, has worn such a uniform "every day to work for decades," Mr. Gallagher said.

It was that influence, and Mr. Gallagher's immersion in skateboarding culture and the hardcore punk scene growing up in Maryland -- subcultures in which, he said, image and how you carry yourself is very important -- that led him to his beat: analyzing fashion as an expression of political, social and cultural identity.

Mr. Gallagher, 33, joined The Times in October, after nearly a decade covering men's fashion for The Wall Street Journal. In recent months, he has written about the rise of the sinewy male stars that he calls noodle boys, the symbolism of the black sweatshirts and puffer jackets worn by rebels in Syria, and the cloaks on display in the papal drama "Conclave."

In an interview, he reflected on how men's wear has evolved, why he believes scrutinizing style matters, and the fashion advice he would give now to his 20-year-old self. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

Where do you find your story ideas?

We'll often look at the news of the day, or what's occurring in pop culture, and think, "What's the story off it that we can do that's style-focused?" I also spend a lot of time talking to retailers, and going to stores to try to figure out what's selling and what's not selling.

Had you worked in the fashion industry before you became a journalist?

When I was in college at The New School, I worked at a few mass retailers, and a men's wear boutique, in New York City. That was a pivotal moment in my life because it instilled in me the importance of understanding how people really shop, the way trends trickle down. I still think about those truisms a lot: If men find the right pair of pants, they will always buy that pair of pants.

Some people think of fashion as fluffy. Why does fashion coverage matter?

Fashion is one of the biggest industries in the world -- one of the richest men on earth, Bernard Arnault, runs a luxury conglomerate. After language and beyond how we carry ourselves, what they wear is the first thing people interpret about each other when they interact. There's so much messaging and self-identity that's reflected through clothing.

Your beat spans many cultural spheres, including politics, sports and film. Is there one you're particularly fascinated by?

I love looking at politics, because there's such a narrow box of what politicians can quote-unquote wear. So any minor change, a different way of appearing, or a different way of dressing, is always going to reverberate and be super interesting to write about.

And I think athletes are the most important people in men's wear right now. They're having the most fun, universally, and being the most experimental. You can find every microtrend in existence in tunnel-walk outfits.

They're definitely taking more risks than I would say most, but certainly not all, actors do. They're often doing the shopping for themselves, and that is always ripe for coverage. I might be sitting at a show in Paris and thinking, "Oh, that's wild. Who would ever wear that?" Six months later, it's on a football or basketball player.

It seems like we're in something of a golden age for male athlete fashion.

There was a time when people had a very narrow view of what kind of man was into clothes. That, in my experience, has withered.

A lot of people in the fashion industry keep it simple style-wise, like wearing all black. How do you think about dressing?

Certainly I would not wear everything that I cover, nor do I cover everything that I wear. I'm extremely particular about the brands I wear. That's a form of expression for me. I understand why other fashion reporters sometimes stick to a uniform, but I get a kick out of it.

Mr. Gallagher's closet. Jacob Gallagher/The New York Times


What fashion advice would you give your 20-year-old self?

Fewer zany pants. I wore patterned pants for too long.

Is there something you wish you would have taken a class on in college?

The ability to comb through documents and legal cases is such an impressive skill. It's something that I'm still learning. It took me some time to learn how to read an earnings report for a company. That level of investigative work is something I think every reporter is going to have to be skillful at, because our nation is so litigious, and there are fascinating legal wrinkles to almost every story. I definitely speak with more lawyers for reporting purposes than I had ever thought I would.
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Quote of the Day: Wind-Whipped Walls of Flame Consume Enclaves of L.A.

Jan 09, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"There are not enough firefighters in L.A. County to address four separate fires of this magnitude."

ANTHONY C. MARRONE, the Los Angeles County fire chief, on the firestorms ripping across Los Angeles, threatening an ever wider path of destruction. Page A1.
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How to Let People Down and Be OK With It

Setting boundaries often means disappointing others. We asked therapists for advice on how to do it -- without feeling guilty.

 Sonia Pulido



By Catherine Pearson



Oct 08, 2024 at 06:00 PM

In the last few years, several celebrities have captured the spotlight by stepping back to prioritize their mental health.

First it was Simone Biles bowing out of the 2020 Olympics early. Then Naomi Osaka avoided talking to the press at the 2021 French Open, and the singer Shawn Mendes canceled a tour in 2022. Most recently, the pop star Chappell Roan pulled out of two music festival performances.

These high-profile acts of self-preservation highlight an uncomfortable truth: Although self-care is important, putting your own needs first often means letting others down. When you set boundaries, there is a good chance that "some people will experience hurt, anger and disappointment," said Juliane Taylor Shore, a licensed therapist and the author of "Setting Boundaries That Stick."

The prospect of disappointing someone may cause you to set aside your own needs, Ms. Shore said, but you can get better at saying "no" without beating yourself up. We asked her and other mental health experts to share a few strategies.

Understand why saying 'no' feels uncomfortable.

Amy Wilson, 54, is a self-described former people pleaser. But early in the pandemic, she found herself overextended while caring for a child with a chronic health issue. For the first time, she had to learn to get comfortable saying "no."

When she announced the tough decision to step down as the board president of an organization where she volunteered, she said a "weird silence" followed.

"The hard part, if you're a people pleaser, is to not fill that silence. To not say, 'Oh, but never mind, maybe I can figure it out,'" said Ms. Wilson, author of "Happy to Help," a collection of essays on the topic that will be released in January.

Setting boundaries can be a challenge because we are inherently social creatures, said Kathleen Smith, a therapist and the author of "True to You."

It's "automatic" for the human brain to care about what others think, Dr. Smith said, "and for good reason! We're built to cooperate and to keep people calm and happy."

Understanding that can give you courage to set boundaries anyway, whether they're big -- like pushing back in a workplace that piles on more work than you can handle, Dr. Smith said -- or relatively small, like not answering your mother's phone call when you are busy, even if that makes her anxious, she added.

Offer context -- just not too much.

"'No' is a complete sentence."

Dr. Gregory Scott Brown, a psychiatrist and author of "The Self-Healing Mind," hears this phrase a lot. "That sounds cute," he said. "But I think in real life it's really hard to just tell everyone, 'no.'"

Of course, you do not owe anyone specifics about your health or well-being, Dr. Brown said. But sharing a bit of context can help foster understanding.

Feel free to keep it simple, like: "No, I can't do this because I need to focus a little more on my mental health," he said, and do not let yourself get drawn into a back and forth.

He advises clients to keep in mind that "boundary setting is not the same as burning bridges." You can always change your mind or set incremental limits on your time. "'No' doesn't have to be this permanent thing," he said.

Take it easy on yourself

Self-compassion is about finding a sweet spot between our needs and the needs of others, said Kristin Neff, an associate professor of educational psychology at the University of Texas at Austin, who has written several books on the topic.

After you let someone down, Dr. Neff recommends taking a few deep breaths and closing your eyes. Think about the person you let down and the precipitating event, and spend a few moments sitting with any feelings of pain or guilt that arise.

Next, remind yourself that you are human, and encourage yourself to accept who you are. If you want, it may help to put your hand on your heart or elsewhere on your body and imagine compassion flowing from your hand toward yourself on your in-breath, Dr. Neff said.

And try not to see another person's reaction to your news as a reflection of you. Ms. Shore emphasized that you are not responsible for anyone's feelings, which can be shaped by that person's history or the kind of day they are having.

Think like an authoritative parent.

Many parents become accomplished at tolerating their children's distress while still setting boundaries, Dr. Smith said. And there is research showing that this type of "authoritative parenting" serves children well.

"I don't think we're very good at remembering this with other adults," Dr. Smith said. The same parents who are authoritative at home may struggle to say "no" to their boss, she said, or to a demanding friend.

So, it can help to channel a parental mind-set, Dr. Smith said. Remember that another person's distress won't kill you, and that preserving your well-being will ultimately strengthen your relationships.

"This is how we help kids grow up," Dr. Smith said of boundary setting, "and this is how we help each other grow up, also."
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Corrections: Jan. 9, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025.

Jan 09, 2025 at 02:30 AM

NATIONAL

Because of an editing error, an article on Jan. 3 about the recipients of the Presidential Citizens Medal misstated a distinction held by Joseph L. Galloway. He was the only civilian awarded a Bronze Star by the Army for combat valor in Vietnam, not the only civilian in the war to be awarded one.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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U.S. Funding Dispute With World Anti-Doping Agency Boils Over

After the Biden administration withheld funding to the agency, saying it had lost confidence in its ability to police elite athletes, WADA removed the United States from its board.

The offices of the World Anti-Doping Agency in Montreal in 2021. Andrej Ivanov/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Michael S. Schmidt and Tariq Panja



Jan 08, 2025 at 05:57 PM

The fallout from the disclosure that the World Anti-Doping Agency did not discipline a slew of Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned drug erupted on Wednesday after the Biden administration said it withheld major funding for the agency and the agency removed the American government's representative from its board.

The United States had held back its funding to the agency, known as WADA, after losing faith in its ability to guard against the use of banned performance-enhancing drugs at events like the Olympics, the White House said.

The decision by the Biden administration was a significant blow to WADA, which has been under intense scrutiny for decisions not to punish or more aggressively investigate positive tests for banned substances by elite Chinese swimmers in recent years.

On Wednesday, the antidoping agency responded by removing the United States, which had been the single largest country funder to the agency, from a position on its board.

WADA said in a statement that in line with its rules, "representatives from a country which has not paid its dues are ineligible to sit on the foundation board or the executive committee."

Loss of the board seat is automatic, the agency added.

The White House chose to withhold the funding it had committed to providing WADA in 2024 in consultation with Congress.

"WADA must take concrete actions to restore trust in the world antidoping system and provide athletes the full confidence they deserve," the White House said in a statement released late on Tuesday. "When U.S. taxpayer dollars are allocated, we must ensure full accountability, and it is our responsibility to ensure those funds are used appropriately."

The United States had been slated to contribute $3.6 million for 2024, a tiny amount of the federal budget but a significant part of WADA's funding. The American contribution is matched by the International Olympic Committee and would ultimately make up 14 percent of the organization's roughly $52 million budget for 2024. It has budgeted to receive $57.5 million this year.

The question of whether the U.S. will provide funding for this year will fall to the second Trump administration, which took an adversarial approach to WADA during President Donald J. Trump's first term.

The action by the Biden administration, and WADA's response to it, will likely ratchet up tensions between the United States on one side and WADA and the I.O.C. on the other. Both WADA and the I.O.C. have defended the antidoping agency's handling of suspicions about Chinese doping and have gone to great lengths to thwart American attempts to hold WADA accountable for what U.S. officials see as its failures.

The United States is set to host two Olympics in the next decade. White House officials fear that the 2034 Winter Olympics, which were awarded to Salt Lake City in July, could be taken away as a punishment of the United States over both its refusal to pay and ongoing efforts by the Justice Department and Congress to investigate how the positive tests were handled.

U.S. policy toward WADA has been led by Dr. Rahul Gupta, the Biden administration's drug czar, who oversees the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy.

Dr. Gupta, who sits on WADA's executive committee, has been warning the agency's top officials for weeks that he would withhold the U.S. funding if WADA refused to go along with a range of measures that he contended would restore confidence in the agency's ability to police sports.

Dr. Gupta's chief demand was that WADA submit to an outside audit of its operations. He also said that WADA needed to drop a defamation lawsuit it filed against American antidoping authorities, who have accused WADA of covering up the positive tests. And he wanted proof that an ethics complaint filed against him -- that appeared designed to have him kicked off WADA's executive committee -- was dropped.

But despite a lengthy back and forth between the White House and WADA -- including face-to-face meetings in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia's capital, last month -- the agency failed to go along with Dr. Gupta's demands. It also signaled that if the United States failed to pay there would be consequences and WADA would find alternative funding.

In Riyadh, an Olympic official told a White House official that failure to pay U.S. dues could affect the country's ability to host or participate in the Olympic Games, according to two people familiar with the exchange who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.

The White House, in response, researched what fallout the country could face from not paying and concluded that it could mean losing out on hosting the 2034 Winter Olympics. But the White House decided the questions about WADA's credibility were so great that it needed to move forward with withholding the money, according to two people briefed on the matter.

American antidoping authorities -- who are charged with policing American athletes to ensure they are not doping -- praised the White House's decision to withhold the funding but said it would have no impact on American athletes, since they will still be held to WADA's antidoping code.

"Unfortunately, the current WADA leaders left the U.S. with no other option after failing to deliver on several very reasonable requests, such as an independent audit of WADA's operations, to achieve the transparency and accountability needed to ensure WADA is fit for purpose to protect athletes," said Travis Tygart, the head of the United States Anti-Doping Agency.

Mr. Tygart pointed out that the United States has contributed more money to WADA since its inception in 2000 than any other country has.

One of WADA's chief missions is that it is supposed to step in and hold athletes accountable when their own countries fail to do so. In April, The New York Times and the German television network ARD reported that WADA had secretly cleared 23 elite Chinese swimmers in 2021 of doping after they had all tested positive for similarly low levels of a drug that helps athletes train harder and recover quickly.

WADA had accepted a Chinese explanation that the swimmers had likely unwittingly ingested the drug -- a prescription heart medication -- through food they ate at a hotel they stayed at for a meet, a scenario independent experts have found implausible.

Since testing positive, the swimmers have won a slew of medals at the 2021 and 2024 Summer Olympics, including beating out Americans for golds. One of the Chinese swimmers who tested positive won more medals at the 2024 Paris Games than any other athlete who competed there.

The disclosure in April was followed by others by The Times that raised questions about WADA's performance and whether it looked the other way when confronted with other positive tests, leading to demands for greater scrutiny of how the international doping agency operates.

WADA and the I.O.C. have criticized a 2019 law that allows U.S. authorities to pursue antidoping cases around the world.

That type of extraterritorial power, they argue, could lead to the breakdown of the global antidoping system and lead to other nations creating similar laws. The I.O.C. recently endorsed WADA's leaders, Witold Banka, the agency's president, from Poland, and his deputy Yang Yang, from China, for new terms.

The stance by the White House stands in contrast to how American Olympic and Utah officials have behaved in response to the International Olympic Committee and WADA.

In July, the I.O.C. demanded that officials leading Salt Lake City's bid for the 2034 Games pledge to protect WADA's sovereignty. In the face of those demands, the officials -- Gene Sykes and Fraser Bullock -- capitulated, agreeing that they would push back on American investigations into the positive tests in exchange for the bid. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/08/us/politics/anti-doping-agency-funding.html
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Critic's Notebook


Why 'Show Boat' Is America's Most Enduring, Unstable Musical

A revival called "Show/Boat: A River" joins a history of reimagining the musical that goes back nearly a century, to its first performances.

From left, Paul Robeson, Irene Dunne, Hattie McDaniel and Helen Morgan in the 1936 film adaptation of "Show Boat." Getty Images



By Joshua Barone



Jan 08, 2025 at 04:21 PM

Few musicals have as much to say, and as much that could be said about them, as "Show Boat."

First performed in 1927, Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein II's work is a pioneering tale of romance, race and American culture at a turning point. Somewhere between operetta and popular entertainment, it helped to make musical theater a serious art form, weaving drama and song in a way that Hammerstein would carry on and master with Richard Rodgers in shows like "Oklahoma!" and "Carousel." And it did so while breaking barriers not only of form, but also of social convention.

Still, "Show Boat" traded in blackface performance and other types of casual racism that have long been discomfiting, and a source of controversy. This can be difficult to reconcile with the progress for Black artists that the musical provided, and with the idea it offered audiences: Its story, spanning several decades from the Reconstruction-era South to the rapidly modernizing North, was told through music, quietly arguing along the way that the history of American music was the history of America itself.

These complications are just a few reasons that "Show Boat" has endured. It was quickly revived after its first run, adapted into multiple films, and has appeared on New York and global stages every decade since. The latest revival, by Target Margin Theater, called "Show/Boat: A River," begins performances on Thursday at NYU Skirball, in partnership with the Under the Radar festival.

As the title suggests, this will not be an old-fashioned "Show Boat." While retaining the skeleton of the original musical at a smaller scale, "Show/Boat: A River" aims to reimagine it for the here and now.

In a way, there could be no more traditional way to approach "Show Boat," which has been "reimagined" in pretty much every iteration since it opened on Broadway. If "Show Boat" is, as Rodgers described it, "the first truly American theater music," it is also the most unstable musical. Some changes over the years have been dramaturgical, and some political, but all have been motivated by the belief that "Show Boat" is worth reviving not just for some good tunes, but because it has always, and may always, have something important to say.

Stephanie Weeks, left, as Julie, and Edwin Joseph as Steve in a rehearsal for "Show/Boat: A River." Marisa Tornello


KERN WAS STILL READING Edna Ferber's 1926 novel, "Show Boat," when he knew he wanted to adapt it for the stage. Its setting and plot, about generations of performers from a family that runs a Mississippi River show boat, lent itself to musical theater, he thought. And, as he told Hammerstein, it had "a million-dollar title."

Ferber was a populist author with a feminist bent, but she didn't consider "Show Boat" a serious work. Kern and Hammerstein, though, elevated the material. Where the novel viewed race with passive indifference, the musical faced it head-on, building out peripheral Black characters and opening with a Black chorus, followed in the same scene by a white one, integrating what was typically kept on separate stages.

"Show Boat" also elevated the musical as an art form. To tell the novel's story of multiple generations and locales, of romance and tragedy, it had to work as a proper drama, more like an opera than the more lighthearted, lightly plotted musicals that reigned on Broadway. Neither Kern nor Hammerstein had ever written something so ambitious.

The musical brought out some of the finest work from both: wit, bite and heartbreak in the libretto, and infectious melodies, cinematic underscoring and operatic sophistication in the score. Each decade of the story is indicated through musical signposts like spirituals and parlor songs in the 19th century, and an interpolation of George Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue" in the 1920s.


Because music is so central to the plot, Kern and Hammerstein also wrote crucial diegetic songs. In the first act Julie, the show boat's prima donna, sings "Can't Help Lovin' Dat Man," which Queenie, the Black cook, interrupts by saying, "How come y'all know that song?" She has only heard "colored people" sing it before, she says, a revelation that presages Julie being unmasked as mixed race.

In Act II, years later, Magnolia, who is white and like a little sister to Julie, auditions with "Can't Help" at a theater in Chicago. It turns out Julie is the star there, and she abruptly quits to make room for Magnolia. Magnolia then becomes a star, as if to embody the idea of Black culture being taken up (or taken over) by white entertainers, which is what happened with popular music in the early 20th century and continues to this day.

Kern signified the seriousness of this subject matter with a grand, dramatic A-minor chord in the Overture. Even more of a jolt, in the original Broadway run, was Hammerstein's lyric for the opening chorus, in which audiences heard Black singers identify themselves with the most severe racial epithet. (In revivals, that word was changed to "darkies," "colored folk" and, benignly, "we all.")

Although there are offensive tropes in "Show Boat," Hammerstein's attitude was more nuanced, and progressive. The musical also contains advocacy on behalf of Queenie, for example, who is given a scene in which she is made to suffer, with seasoned cool, the indignity of a white man questioning where she got a brooch that Julie gave to her. And the musical's biggest hit, "Ol' Man River," is reserved for Joe, the other principal Black character.


"Ol' Man River," more than the hit of this musical, is one of the greatest show tunes, period. Kern wrote it specifically for the beloved bass-baritone Paul Robeson, inspired by what he called the "organ-like" tone of Robeson's voice. Hammerstein described his lyric, which reflects on the forgotten lives of lowly people, as "a song of resignation with protest implied." Robeson, who was unavailable for the Broadway premiere but played Joe onstage and onscreen for nearly a decade afterward, had a relationship with the song that was ambivalent at best. He later made changes that transformed it into folk music of defiance.

"Show Boat" was, ultimately, a product of its time. Its first Queenie was Tess Gardella, an Italian American performer known for her blackface stage persona, Aunt Jemima. (The scholar Todd Decker wrote in "Show Boat: Performing Race in an American Musical" that this was "no cause for embarrassment in the late 1920s.") Racial slurs and offensive dialect were used liberally. And the World's Fair scene in Act II included the human zoo number "In Dahomey," which adds nothing to the plot and was written in a pseudo-African style.

ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, Kern and Hammerstein began to revise "Show Boat." The next run was in London, where it opened in 1928. A Broadway revival followed in 1932, then an acclaimed film adaptation in 1936. In that version, Queenie was played by Hattie McDaniel, who would go on to be the first Black woman to win an Academy Award, for "Gone With the Wind."

The "Show Boat" film is arguably the best version of the musical. Kern and Hammerstein rewrote the second act to streamline the story and shave the running time. But the movie still retained some of the performance practices of the original stage work: There is a blackface number, and McDaniel wore a kerchief on her head and had the comedic gestures of a mammy caricature. She and Robeson were also given a new song, "Ah Still Suits Me," that daringly reflected an affectionate Black couple, while still perpetuating racist stereotypes.


From the start, Black thinkers were critical of the musical, and Robeson, who often performed "Ol' Man River" in concert, with some reluctance, eventually altered the words "I'm tired of living and scared of dying" to "I must keep fighting until I'm dying." (Hammerstein didn't approve.) Robeson wasn't alone in making major revisions to "Show Boat," though. It became the first musical to be reimagined in the way that has since become routine for classics on Broadway.


In the 1940s, "Show Boat" moved from Broadway theaters to opera houses, which, some thought, was where it always belonged. Operatic scale and style were also applied to the musical's most complete recording, from 1988, which has a running time of nearly four hours and features stars including Frederica von Stade, Teresa Stratas and Bruce Hubbard, as Joe.

The project was both a reclamation and a reopening of old wounds. The conductor, John McGlinn, recorded nearly every bit of the musical that had been written, whether cut or added, since its pre-Broadway tryout in 1927. He wanted to restore the racial epithet to the opening number, and the Black chorus singers, who had been brought in from a production of "Porgy and Bess" at the Glyndebourne Festival, resigned in protest. Hubbard defended McGlinn, saying at the time, "Blacks today may want to forget the past and build on to the future, but we should never lose our sense of our history."

"Show Boat" has, despite the changes that accompany each revival, remained provocative. What makes it difficult is also what makes it, as Decker has argued, "the most important musical ever made."

That is also the belief of David Herskovits, the artistic director of Target Margin Theater, who is directing "Show/Boat: A River." The original, he said in an interview, has become a period piece, but was not conceived as such. "I want to see if I can restore this to that feeling of ending in the present," he added. "I'm interested in hearing this story today."

His production is recognizably "Show Boat," with principal characters and beloved songs intact. And yet it also isn't. For one, the roles of "Show/Boat" aren't cast according to race. Instead the actors, regardless of their race, wear sashes to denote whiteness, putting them on and removing them as they play multiple characters. They are also transparently modern performers; this production both tells the story of "Show Boat" and represents itself as a telling of it in our time.

"Show/Boat" restores "In Dahomey," in a version conceived by Dionne McClain-Freeney, the production's vocal arranger and co-musical director. She said the scene was something she wanted to "flip" to "create a moment of Black joy."

The performers, rather than sing in a fake language as they do in the original, precede McClain-Freeney's new take on "In Dahomey" with a text of praise in Zulu. It's a way to acknowledge the untenability of Kern and Hammerstein's writing, while honoring their idea for the scene, which ended with the punchline that the Dahomey specimens were actually Black Americans relieved that the white spectators have left them alone.

"It's so clear that Hammerstein and Kern intended to puncture that racial performance," Herskovits said. "That's the reason to do the show. They're not trying to just recapitulate a racist entertainment; they're trying to put it into question. If this is a period piece, then it's a period piece marred by all kinds of racist trouble. But I'm interested in restoring to it a kind of immediacy and a generous human intention that reaches beyond that, which has always been in the piece."
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The Projectionist


Could the Oscars Be This Cool?

If the nominations that are unveiled next week include these contenders, it would be the best kind of surprise from an academy often known for missteps.

Demi Moore in "The Substance." Unusually for the genre, this horror comedy's star seems headed for an Oscar nomination. But could the director, Coralie Fargeat, get one, too? Christine Tamalet/MUBI



By Kyle Buchanan



Jan 08, 2025 at 10:01 AM

I sometimes feel like I'm making Oscar predictions from a defensive crouch, already anticipating what the academy might get wrong. Still, hope springs eternal.

Over the last few years, the academy has diversified itself and added more young and international members, so the group's sensibilities are bound to shift, too. When the nominations are announced on Jan. 17, is there a chance that everything could suddenly go right, and voters could shock us not with what gets snubbed but with what they were cool enough to make room for?

If so, maybe we'll be fortunate enough to see some of the following names called next week.

Coralie Fargeat, best director

Gory horror comedies don't tend to sail through awards season, but "The Substance" has had a charmed run thus far, culminating in Demi Moore's triumphant Golden Globe win on Sunday. The 62-year-old actress now seems like a sure bet for an Oscar nomination, but can that good will extend to Fargeat, the film's envelope-pushing French director? The academy's directing branch tends to lean toward more highbrow picks, but there's no disputing Fargeat's vision and panache. In a year when Hollywood produced few female contenders for this category, seeing her included would be a welcome jolt.

'Challengers,' best original score

Zendaya and Josh O'Connor in "Challengers." Will Oscar voters recognize the thrilling score? MGM


Could the most exciting film music of the year be dealt a savage snub? Though the propulsive techno score earned Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross a Golden Globe, I fear that the Oscars may overlook it: Last week, when members of the British film academy winnowed the BAFTA original-score contenders to 10, "Challengers" failed to make the lineup. Since that awards body has a significant member overlap with the American academy, this may be an early warning sign that the "Challengers" score is simply too cutting-edge for more traditionally minded voters. Let's hope stateside Oscar voters prove more amenable than their British counterparts, since it's impossible to imagine Luca Guadagnino's tennis-themed love triangle (or any of my gym playlists) without those driving club synths.

'Union,' 'No Other Land' and 'The Bibi Files,' best documentary feature

Of the 15 films that made this year's Oscar shortlist for best documentary feature, three have tackled such controversial topics that no U.S. distributor was willing to pick them up: "Union," about the push to unionize an Amazon warehouse in Staten Island, "No Other Land," which chronicles the razing of a West Bank village by the Israeli authorities, and "The Bibi Files," about the corruption case against Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime Minister. The corporations that own many studios have only grown more hesitant to pick up political hot potatoes, but Oscar attention for these worthy contenders would at least be a boon to their self-distribution plans, and a rebuke to the wealthy movers and shakers who are too afraid to back controversial art.

Michele Austin, best supporting actress

Marianne Jean-Baptiste, left, has been recognized often for her work in "Hard Truths"; her co-star, Michele Austin, not so much. Simon Mein/Bleecker Street


The three most notable critics groups have thrown their weight behind the "Hard Truths" star Marianne Jean-Baptiste, with the British actress's tetchy performance taking top honors from the New York Film Critics Circle, the Los Angeles Film Critics Association, and the National Society of Film Critics. But I was particularly pleased to see that the last group also gave its supporting trophy to Michele Austin, who plays Jean-Baptiste's patient sister: She's the joyful counterweight to Jean-Baptiste's dyspeptic Pansy and plenty deserving of awards attention, too.

'A Different Man,' best original screenplay

A24 is fielding plenty of major awards contenders this season, including "The Brutalist," which just took the Golden Globes for best drama, director and actor in a drama, and "Sing Sing," which could score Oscar nominations for best picture and its stars, Colman Domingo and Clarence Maclin. Still, it's the studio's lesser-known "A Different Man" that keeps surprising: An unusual dramedy about an actor (Sebastian Stan) who struggles with his facial disfigurement, it took top honors at the Gotham Awards and the Golden Globe for best actor in a comedy or musical. That's the kind of momentum that could coax Oscar voters to watch "A Different Man" at the last minute, and I think the writing branch in particular could warm to its script, which never goes quite where you expect.

Javier Bardem, best supporting actor

No cast member from "Dune: Part Two" has been regarded as a serious awards contender, perhaps because the real star of the movie feels like the director, Denis Villeneuve. Still, I haven't seen a performance this season that delighted me more than Bardem's: As the initially skeptical Stilgar, who becomes besotted with the budding leader Paul Atreides (Timothee Chalamet), Bardem puts the fun in religious fundamentalism. Like Guy Pearce in "The Brutalist," he locates a sense of humor in material that could otherwise be played too seriously, and his wide-eyed exclamation that Paul is the prophesied "Lisan al Gaib!" may be the line reading of the year. No one is expecting Bardem to make the Oscar lineup, but come on: In a supporting-actor race that seems destined to be won by Kieran Culkin, why not add a little spice?
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'The Brutalist' Won Big at the Golden Globes. But How Can You See It?

Interested in watching the three-and-a-half-hour epic about a fictional Hungarian architect? Good luck if you don't live in New York or Los Angeles.

Adrien Brody and Felicity Jones in "The Brutalist." Brody won a Golden Globe for best actor in a drama. A24, via Associated Press



By Annie Aguiar



Jan 06, 2025 at 08:48 PM

"The Brutalist" won some of the top prizes at Sunday night's Golden Globes, taking home the awards for best drama, best director and best actor in a drama. But it is exceptionally difficult for people to watch the story of the fictional Hungarian architect Laszlo Toth, played by Adrien Brody, who tries to realize his grand vision in postwar America.

Other contenders this awards season, like Netflix's "Emilia Perez," which won several Golden Globes, have comfortable homes on streaming services for audiences to watch at their leisure. "The Brutalist," which is distributed by A24 and has a three-and-a-half-hour run time (including a 15-minute onscreen intermission), is accessible only in a few theaters.

The movie will not release nationwide until Jan. 17 before expanding to a wider release on Jan. 24, said a person with knowledge of A24's distribution plans.

Where can I watch 'The Brutalist'?

If you don't live in Los Angeles or New York, your chances of seeing the film before then are, well, brutal.

Even in those cities, which often have theatrical releases before the rest of the country, the options to watch are limited. Screenings are currently scheduled at three theaters in New York and five in Los Angeles.

You may find some luck at art house cinemas across the country. Viewers in Doylestown, Pa., a major setting in "The Brutalist," can soon drive to Philadelphia for two screening options at art houses. Beginning on Thursday, large theater chains will also begin screenings in Austin, Denver, Phoenix, San Francisco and Washington.

(And if you happen to be an Oscars voter who needs to catch up before the period for nominations begins on Wednesday, "The Brutalist" is on your screener app.)

Is 'The Brutalist' streaming?

Not yet. While A24 has a deal with Warner Bros. to make Max the streaming home for its releases, there has been no announcement for the date when "The Brutalist" will come to the platform. The wait to watch at home may be a while, considering how long it has taken other A24 movies to arrive on Max: Alex Garland's "Civil War," released theatrically in April 2024, only made its way to streaming by September.

Why is 'The Brutalist' in so few theaters?

"The Brutalist," which was directed by Brady Corbet, received a limited theatrical release in New York and Los Angeles on Dec. 20, a tested strategy to help critical darlings build their appeal with mass audiences. "Parasite," which won best picture at the Academy Awards in 2020, opened at three theaters before hitting a peak of 2,001 theaters in the weeks after the Oscars. (By comparison, the blockbuster "Deadpool & Wolverine" opened in 4,210 theaters in July.)

In New York and Los Angeles, only two theaters screen "The Brutalist" with its intended 70-millimeter film format, the analog presentation that matches the midcentury VistaVision camera technology used to shoot the film in high resolution and with a wide field of view to capture its expansive architecture.

Last year's closest analogue to "The Brutalist" is probably Christopher Nolan's "Oppenheimer," another midcentury "great man" drama whose run time also hit the three-hour mark. But "Oppenheimer," which won the best picture Oscar, opened in thousands of theaters and catapulted to summer-blockbuster status thanks in part to the box office lift of the "Barbenheimer" phenomenon.

What other awards-season movies are elusive?

Fernanda Torres won a Golden Globe for best actress in a drama for her performance in "I'm Still Here," about a family torn apart by a military junta that ruled Brazil for decades. Other than film festival attendees and awards voters, few in the United States have seen "I'm Still Here," which releases in New York and Los Angeles on Jan. 17.

"Nickel Boys," a critically acclaimed adaptation of Colson Whitehead's novel about an abusive reform school in Jim Crow-era Florida, has also been difficult to access. The movie, directed by RaMell Ross and distributed by Amazon MGM Studios, opened in mid-December but is still in fewer than 20 theaters and has no official streaming release date.
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The Projectionist


SAG Award Nominations 2025: 'Wicked' Casts a Strong Spell

The box office hit landed five nods, while "The Last Showgirl" received unexpected recognition for stars Pamela Anderson and Jamie Lee Curtis.

Ariana Grande, left, and Cynthia Erivo were both included in the SAG Awards nominations. Universal Pictures



By Kyle Buchanan



Jan 08, 2025 at 04:17 PM

"Wicked" led this year's nominations for the Screen Actors Guild Awards, which were announced Wednesday morning. The announcement was supposed to take place live but the organization said that out of concern for the spreading wildfires in Los Angeles, the nominations would be relayed by news release instead.

Though "Wicked" underperformed at the Golden Globes on Sunday, picking up just one award, for box office achievement, it led the SAG field with five nominations, claiming individual recognition for lead actress Cynthia Erivo, supporting actress Ariana Grande and supporting actor Jonathan Bailey, as well as nominations for the stunt ensemble and cast.

Still, if any film overperformed on Wednesday, it was the indie "The Last Showgirl," which scored unexpected nominations for its stars, Pamela Anderson and Jamie Lee Curtis. In the lead-actress category, Anderson beat out the likes of Angelina Jolie ("Maria") and Nicole Kidman ("Babygirl") to secure a nomination, while Curtis found footing in a competitive supporting-actress race that had no room for the likes of Isabella Rossellini ("Conclave") or Felicity Jones ("The Brutalist").

Last year, all five SAG nominees for lead actor were also nominated at the Oscars while the other acting categories went four for five, with Sandra Huller ("Anatomy of a Fall"), Mark Ruffalo ("Poor Things") and America Ferrera ("Barbie") overcoming their SAG snubs to earn Oscar nominations. But it is very rare that an actor goes on to win the Oscar without first being nominated by their own guild.

The prizes, including a Life Achievement Award for Jane Fonda, will be handed out on Feb. 23, live on Netflix, with Kristen Bell as host.

Here is the complete list of nominees:

Film

Outstanding Cast

"A Complete Unknown"

"Conclave"

"Emilia Perez"

"Wicked"

"Anora"

Actor in a Lead Role

Adrien Brody, "The Brutalist"

Daniel Craig, "Queer"

Colman Domingo, "Sing Sing"

Ralph Fiennes, "Conclave"

Timothee Chalamet, "A Complete Unknown"

Actress in a Lead Role

Pamela Anderson, "The Last Showgirl"

Cynthia Erivo, "Wicked"

Karla Sofia Gascon, "Emilia Perez"

Mikey Madison, "Anora"

Demi Moore, "The Substance"

Actor in a Supporting Role

Jonathan Bailey, "Wicked"

Yura Borisov, "Anora"

Kieran Culkin, "A Real Pain"

Edward Norton, "A Complete Unknown"

Jeremy Strong, "The Apprentice"

Actress in a Supporting Role

Monica Barbaro, "A Complete Unknown"

Jamie Lee Curtis, "The Last Showgirl"

Danielle Deadwyler, "The Piano Lesson"

Ariana Grande, "Wicked"

Zoe Saldana, "Emilia Perez"

Stunt Ensemble in a Movie

"Deadpool & Wolverine"

"Dune: Part Two"

"The Fall Guy"

"Gladiator II"

"Wicked"

Television

Ensemble in a Drama Series

"Bridgerton"

"The Day of the Jackal"

"The Diplomat"

"Shogun"

"Slow Horses"

Ensemble in a Comedy Series

"Abbott Elementary"

"The Bear"

"Hacks"

"Only Murders in the Building"

"Shrinking"

Actor in a Drama Series

Tadanobu Asano, "Shogun"

Jeff Bridges, "The Old Man"

Gary Oldman, "Slow Horses"

Eddie Redmayne, "The Day of the Jackal"

Hiroyuki Sanada, "Shogun"

Actress in a Drama Series

Kathy Bates, "Matlock"

Nicola Coughlan, "Bridgerton"

Allison Janney, "The Diplomat"

Keri Russell, "The Diplomat"

Anna Sawai, "Shogun"

Actor in a Comedy Series

Adam Brody, "Nobody Wants This"

Ted Danson, "A Man on the Inside"

Harrison Ford, "Shrinking"

Martin Short, "Only Murders in the Building"

Jeremy Allen White, "The Bear"

Actress in a Comedy Series

Kristen Bell, "Nobody Wants This"

Quinta Brunson, "Abbott Elementary"

Liza Colon-Zayas, "The Bear"

Ayo Edebiri, "The Bear"

Jean Smart, "Hacks"

Actor in a TV Movie or Limited Series

Javier Bardem, "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story"

Colin Farrell, "The Penguin"

Richard Gadd, "Baby Reindeer"

Kevin Kline, "Disclaimer"

Andrew Scott, "Ripley"

Actress in a TV Movie or Limited Series

Kathy Bates, "The Great Lillian Hall"

Cate Blanchett, "Disclaimer"

Jodie Foster, "True Detective: Night Country"

Lily Gladstone, "Under the Bridge"

Jessica Gunning, "Baby Reindeer"

Cristin Milioti, "The Penguin"

Stunt Ensemble in a TV Series

"The Boys"

"Fallout"

"House of the Dragon"

"The Penguin"

"Shogun"
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Director of Netflix's 'Jerry Springer Show' Documentary Offers 5 Takeaways

Luke Sewell spoke about the complex legacy of the notorious talk show, which both coarsened American culture and affirmed the values of free speech.

For 27 years, Jerry Springer hosted a talk show that grew increasingly salacious, and often violent, over time. It is now the subject of a Netflix documentary. Ralf-Finn Hestoft/Corbis, via Getty Images



By Erik Piepenburg



Jan 08, 2025 at 05:00 PM

Ask people why American culture is going down the tubes, and the culprits might be partisanship, declining trust in institutions, empty calorie entertainment.

Or maybe the answer is an episode of "The Jerry Springer Show" from October 1997. That's when "Springer," a daytime talk show that reached around eight million daily viewers at its peak, aired "Klanfrontation!," an episode in which a chaotic brawl broke out among Klansmen, a Jewish activist and audience members.

Nothing quite like those fisticuffs had been seen on television, and the episode drew heavy criticism. But it also drew eyeballs, which, as the two-part Netflix documentary "Jerry Springer: Fights, Camera Action," makes plain, was the point.

"If you're producing a show that you want to be insane and unlike anything that's ever been on TV before, there's your goal," the show's cutthroat executive producer, Richard Dominick, says in the documentary, referring to "Klanfrontation!" Once that episode aired, he "never tried to do anything that didn't fall into some kind of confrontation."

In a world where slugfests on "Real Housewives" are ho-hum, and where a felon and former reality star is the president-elect, it's hard to imagine that such scenes were ever noteworthy, let alone shocking. But as the British director of "Fights, Camera Action," Luke Sewell, argues, the episode was a turning point for "Springer," which went on to have a coarsening effect on American culture that has only worsened since.

"I think that it obviously led to quite a dark place," Sewell said in a recent video call. As the show leaned on hand-to-hand combat and outre sex topics ("Diaper Bob" was a fan favorite), it "pushed the envelope in ways that no one else had," Sewell added, "and gave permission for everyone that followed them to go there."

Springer declined to participate in the documentary before he died in 2023, at age 79. The series, which debuted on Tuesday, relies instead on interviews with Dominick and several members of his producer staff, whose recollections evoke visible feelings of both nostalgia and shame. (One producer, Toby Yoshimura, describes having reached his breaking point while developing an episode about a father who paid his own daughter for sex.)

And yet the legacy of "Springer," which ran for 27 seasons and got better ratings once in 1998 than "The Oprah Winfrey Show," isn't simple. (Full disclosure: This reporter used to give tours of NBC Tower, in Chicago, that included the "Springer" set.) He also, for example, brought visibility to groups that had been historically overlooked.

Why does "The Jerry Springer Show" still fascinate? Speaking from London last month, Sewell had plenty of theories. Here are five takeaways from the conversation.

Springer Had a Way of Getting People on His Side

In 1991, Springer hosted a serious but unremarkable talk show in Cincinnati, where he was once mayor. He was a shrewd communicator, a skill that helped him navigate the various controversies the show generated after it moved to Chicago and became a circus, particularly after Dominick, a former tabloid journalist, took over as the show's executive producer in 1994.

The executive producer Richard Dominick, as seen in the documentary "Jerry Springer: Fights, Camera, Action." "The Jerry Springer Show" became a ratings juggernaut after he took it over. Netflix


Part of the show's appeal was the seeming surprise with which the mild-mannered Springer usually greeted the shocking revelations of his show's own making -- for instance, during the 1998 episode in which a man revealed marriage to a Shetland pony. The episode was banned in many markets and prompted protests, but none of it seemed to matter.

"He had this avuncular, almost detached way of making the show invitational to the audience," Sewell said, adding that criticism "didn't stick to him," as if Springer and his show "were two different things."

The Show Was Connected to a Murder Case

The show and Springer were sued unsuccessfully in 2002 by the family of Nancy Campbell, a woman who was killed by Ralf Panitz, her ex-husband. Both, along with Panitz's more recent wife, had been guests on the show. The killing happened on the day the episode aired nationally.

"What is interesting about the murder is that it showed how out of control things had gotten" in the making of "Springer," Sewell said, adding: "It raised all sorts of questions about duty of care."

It's difficult to say how much the murder can be pinned on the show. But when Panitz was sentenced to life in prison, the judge castigated Springer. "Are ratings more important than the dignity of human life?," she asked. "Shame on you."

The Producers Played With Fire

Sewell said he had been stunned at the producers' questionable tactics. As the documentary explains, most of the guests came from small towns in what producers called the "Springer Triangle," which cuts through Tennessee, Ohio and Georgia. Producers lured guests with assurances that going on the show would help them solve their problems, then gave them limo rides and drink tickets to keep the party going the night before taping. Backstage, producers rehearsed with, yelled at and otherwise provoked their guests, all in an effort to make things as combustible as possible.

Sewell said that the show's unscrupulous tactics included refusing to provide return bus tickets if a guest left the set mid-taping -- something which, according to the documentary, happened to Campbell before she was murdered.

Physical fights became a regular occurrence on the show, particularly after 1997. NBCUniversal


Campbell's case was "a damning indictment on what was going on behind the scenes, and how little importance they seemed to give to people's emotional well-being," Sewell said.

The Show Was an Inadvertent Positive for Queer People

As Springer argues in a TV interview excerpted in the documentary, "In a free society, the media should reflect all elements of that society, not just the mainstream."

Unfortunately, Springer's guests from outside that mainstream were rarely treated with dignity. That was certainly true of gay guests. (Their presence was hardly "a public service thing," as Sewell put it.) And the show treated transgender people even worse, Sewell noted, focused usually on how they had "duped" their lovers.

But for many queer people in the 1990s, cringe was better than nothing. Where else on television, especially during daytime, could gay men see other gay men rip their shirts off and make out as part of a love triangle? As flawed as it was, such visibility mattered, right hooks and all.

"They're important, those moments on the show that brought stuff out that wasn't widely seen," Sewell said.

Springer's Daughter Was One of His Biggest Defenders

Springer was fiercely guarded about his personal life. But he sometimes talked about his daughter, Katie, who was one of his most outspoken champions.

In the Netflix series, the Chicago media critic Robert Feder reads a letter that she wrote in which she came to his defense following attacks against him in the press.

"My dad has more education than many of the so-called journalists in this town," she wrote.

Decades later, Sewell said, the letter spoke to just how huge the show was -- and how pervasive the criticism. "It's amazing that she felt compelled to write and defend him in that way," he said.
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Don't Call It a Gym. It's a Sporting Club.

Some fitness centers are trading in the minimalist industrial aesthetic for midcentury nostalgia and country-club preppiness.

The Maker Gymnasium in Hudson, N.Y., which includes European gym equipment from 1920s and '30s. Francine Zaslow



By Sarah Wood Gonzalez



Jan 06, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When the five-star Gleneagles Hotel in Scotland set out to design a fitness center that would appeal to its next generation of guests, its designers didn't look to the future. Instead, they turned to the past -- specifically, a Slim Aarons photograph titled "Tennis in the Bahamas, 1957." The result is the Gleneagles Sporting Club, a retro, luxurious sports facility with ample courts, equestrian stables and a courtside lounge space.

Inspired by the iconic tennis and sporting clubs of the late 1800s and mid-1900s, spaces that were meant just as much for socializing as they were for exercise, the Gleneagles Sporting Club is part of a new wave of fitness centers that combine aspects of members clubs and gymnasiums under one roof.

Playing on the nostalgia for country clubs and Ivy League-coded preppiness, these athletic spaces are sharply veering away from the sleek aesthetics pioneered by fitness chains like Equinox.

For some, the shift is as subtle as a font change and some new merchandise. Last month, Blink Fitness, a budget gym chain, released a sweatshirt with 1980s-style script and "club" added to the end of its name. Others have gone further, building entire brands meant to evoke a vintage feel and even investing in period-era equipment.

"I wanted to bring in the spirit of the old gymnasiums, because I loved the type of equipment that they had and their focus on the actual design and how intricate it was," said Lev Glazman, a co-founder of the Maker Gymnasium, a 2,700-square-foot gym attached to the Maker Hotel in Hudson, N.Y.

Some of the vintage equipment at the Maker Gymnasium. Francine Zaslow

A post-workout smoothie bar at Maker. Francine Zaslow


The gym opened in 2020 with a cork checkerboard floor and European gym equipment from 1920s and '30s, including a pommel horse and circus rings from Austria.

"When you bring historical elements to a space and there's an element of curiosity, it makes your experience so much better," he said. "All of our customers who come to the gym say, 'I feel like I'm in such a different place.'"

The more recent past has been a source of inspiration for other athletic club owners, as films like "Challengers" and "King Richard" have spurred a renewed interest in tennis and other racket sports.

"We wanted Reserve to be simple, elegant, luxurious clubs that would be the foundation for growth of padel in the U.S.," said Wayne Boich, the founder of Reserve Padel, referring to the racket sport that is a blend of squash and tennis and is taking off in New York City.

A former college tennis player, he looked to the legacy of racket sports and to the tennis clubs of his childhood in the 1980s to develop the ethos for his venture.

"The Reserve green is a bit of a homage to the Wimbledon look and feel," he said.

The trend extends beyond the East Coast. In Nashville, Forza Pilates Athletic Co. has a crest and green and navy heritage-inspired merchandise.

"My inspiration for the branding was country clubs, tennis clubs and racket clubs," said Sydney Dumler, the founder of Forza. "It felt more timeless to me than just leaning into the Pilates aesthetic," which tends to be more minimalist. She added she was also tired of the "industrial vibe."

Forza Pilates in Nashville, founded by Sydney Dumler. Kate Gallaher

Ms. Dumler said she was inspired by "country clubs, tennis clubs and racket clubs." Kate Gallaher


Emily Oberg, the founder of the brand Sporty & Rich, was an early purveyor of this aesthetic resurgence. In 2014, she started an Instagram account where she curated an aspirational moodboard of vintage sport and style imagery. It later grew to include a print magazine and a multimillion-dollar lifestyle and clothing brand with a SoHo flagship store.

"The brand is very much rooted in this aesthetic of country clubs and '80s sports clubs and gyms," said Ms. Oberg, noting that the New York Health and Racquet Club, which was founded in 1973, inspired her logo.

She said the nostalgia Sporty & Rich tapped into seemed to be about more than just interior design.

"Over the past 15 to 20 years, gyms have become solely focused on the fitness aspect, rather than the cultural or social aspect they used to have," she said. "I think there's a specific culture around them that we've lost."

It is that culture and sense of belonging that this new crop of athletic clubs is hoping to recreate.

"As there is more awareness of the epidemic of loneliness, and especially as we emerge from the pandemic, there's certainly an emphasis on socializing and coming together in embodied, real ways with other people," said Natalia Mehlman Petrzela, a professor of history at the New School and the author of "Fit Nation: The Gains and Pains of America's Exercise Obsession."

Reserve Padel, Mr. Boich said, has made some strides in creating more of a social space. "People want to come here and hang out," he added.

Reserve, a padel club with locations in New York and Miami. Omar Vega for Reserve

Reserve's Miami Seaplane club. Reserve


The current generation of sports clubs is hardly inexpensive -- monthly memberships at Forza run from $140 to $440 per month, a month at Maker Gymnasium costs $140, and Reserve memberships start at $500 at the Hudson Yards location. But with drop-in options and open camps, some have tried to move away from the members-only exclusivity that was once standard.

"The democratization of luxury experiences is something we've seen in the consumer marketplace for the last couple of decades," Ms. Mehlman Petrzela said. "Uber gave you your own private driver. Now, you can join a country club without the $100,000 initiation fee or going through a super complicated board of approval."

The recent makeover for gyms may also owe to the simple idea that after years of the same look, people are ready to see something else.

"People want to get away from something that is standard," said Mr. Glazman, the co-founder of Maker Gymnasium. "Particularly in gyms, I think there's definitely going to be more movement to create environments that are more interesting and not just about functionality."
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Third Wheel


Platonic Romances and A.I. Clones: 2025 Dating Predictions

Ten experts share what they think will happen in the world of dating, relationships and romance in the new year.

 Getty Images



By Gina Cherelus
In the Third Wheel column, Gina Cherelus explores the delights and horrors of sex, dating and relationships.


Jan 03, 2025 at 08:30 PM

While dating and relationships look different for everyone, there's one thing that is almost universally true: When it's good, it's great. I mean, why else are so many people looking for "the one"?

A new year is an opportunity for a fresh start, with dating trends that will be sure to emerge as the months progress. Questions about the role that artificial intelligence will play in our relationships or what will be the new "running club" (a.k.a. place to meet singles) have been swirling. But we wanted to hear from experts in the world of romance about what they think singles and couples might expect in 2025.

Their responses offer a glimpse at what the year may hold in store.

Rise of the Offline Lover

What's considered attractive is shifting -- perhaps for the better. There's an interesting, subtle, yet unsurprising shift in what people find attractive during initial "get-to-know-you" conversations.

The markers of attraction used to be: "successful," "funny," "ambitious" and "confident." This language dominated dating profiles and conversations about what people wanted (and should look for) in a romantic partner. Now I am hearing a rise in qualities like "grounded," "steady," "balanced" and "down-to-earth" that are the new inexplicable romantic draws.

Suggest that you haven't checked Instagram in months? You had me at "logged off." Demonstrate that you are informed but not drowning in a torrent of anxiety-inducing headlines? Watch for the glint in their eye. Say that you know nothing of the latest trend? Swoon. -- Lakshmi Rengarajan, the host of the podcast "The Later Dater Today."

More Nonmonogamy and Perimenopausal Pride

I think we'll continue to see more exploration around nonmonogamy in married couples and definitely with singles. Even if more "traditional" married people won't actually open things up, they'll start talking about the possibilities around and interest in sleeping with other people, or dating outside the marriage, with less tension and angst. I also think some women, specifically moms, in perimenopause will start to vocalize their profound disinterest in sex and the disappearance of their libido without shame or apologies, but with frankness. Maybe even with humor and, ideally, self-acceptance. -- Alyssa Shelasky, the editor of "Sex Diaries" at The Cut

If inflation continues to rise, experts say, dating could change quite a bit. Elise Amendola/Associated Press


Fewer Dates, More Hookups

When President-elect Donald J. Trump comes into office, I think that dating is going to take a hit. Because the economy is going to change, inflation is going to continue, things are going to become more expensive. It's going to take time, but it means that people are going to tighten up their wallets. Men are not going to be taking women out as they used to. This is a bit more of a heteronormative prediction, but you can relate it to all kinds of pairings. There's going to be less discretionary income, which means that there's going to be less of a dating culture and more of a hookup culture. -- Anwar White, a dating and relationship coach

Expecting More from Apps

Our expectations for a life partner are at an all-time high: best friend, co-parent, gym buddy, personal chef, life coach, passionate lover. Now we expect the impossible to be delivered by an algorithm, a digital matchmaker. I predict that in the year ahead, people will expect apps to deliver greater connections in real life. Dating bears a disturbing resemblance to the hiring process. To remain useful, the best apps will elicit playfulness, spontaneity and curiosity. Dating has become too isolated from the rest of our lives, and I predict that daters will seek ways to integrate dating into existing circles instead. -- Esther Perel, a psychotherapist and the host of the podcast "Where Should We Begin?"

Less Dating Across Party Lines

As a new presidential administration takes power in 2025, political views will be make-or-break for many singles, especially among straight people: In the 2024 presidential election, women ages 18 to 29 favored Vice President Kamala Harris by 38 points, while men in the same age group preferred President-elect Donald J. Trump by 13 points -- a 51-point difference. From reproductive rights to men feeling disillusioned about their prospects for success, so much of this election revolved around gender. There's no way that won't impact dating. Already, some conservative men are hiding or downplaying their views in order to appeal to women. -- Hannah Orenstein, an editor at Bustle and the author of "Meant to be Mine"

A sharp political divide between men and women could cause major shifts in dating Eric Lee/The New York Times


Parent-Funded Dating App Subscriptions

I predict parents paying for their child's dating services. We've had moms DM us or fill out profiles for their children. Because of that, we're actually allowing parents (or grandparents) to purchase setups as gifts. We think this comes out of the exhausted landscape of dating and parents recognizing how different it was when they were partnering. And with the average age of marriage creeping higher, families are ready to get in the ring and help their families expand. -- Nandini Mullaji, a matchmaker and co-founder of Sitch, a dating concierge app

Prioritization of Platonic Romances

My prediction for 2025 is platonic romance! Women have shifted beyond self-care and operate in a mode of self-preservation. For some, dating is exhausting, perplexing and unfulfilling. Instead of navigating the hellscape of red-pill podcasts and "your body, my choice" bros, women are "dating" their friends. For some women, depending on their geographic locations, dating and sex can become a life sentence because of varying abortion laws. When we include racial outcomes, pregnancy can become a death sentence. Women are choosing what is safe; statistically, that doesn't always include men. Whether it's hot yoga or group Pilates, a pasta-making or floral arrangement class, girls' trips, movie dates or potluck parties, women are opting out of dating boys and going out with the girls! -- Lauren Napier, a beauty and lifestyle expert and the founder of The Sp1nster, a lifestyle brand

A.I. Will Help Solve Dating Woes

Many men will continue to struggle to find their feet in dating as they come across a lot of women who are financially better off -- higher earners with bigger job titles. Women will increasingly find themselves "intimidating" men who are disconnected from their value in the marketplace. And A.I. will become your ultimate wingman -- more people will be using A.I. to write their profiles, edit photos and write entire dialogues for them on dating apps. Some will even use A.I. clones to do the whole thing for them. Others will use A.I. dating coaches to practice chats before a date, help them come up with conversation topics and suggest preplanned date ideas in their cities. -- Matthew Hussey, a dating and relationship coach

If you can't find the perfect person near home, phone calls with a long-distance crush could be a great option. Getty Images


Long Distance Will Be More Popular

I think long distance relationships are becoming more common because of the internet. People in coastal cities kind of like having the freedom of their own lives and the sexiness of a Parisian crush whom they can text all day (my only will to live). Phone calls will have a massive resurgence because everyone is getting hand cramps from textingitis and phone sex is actually better than sex in the physical realm. -- Stef Dag, a stand-up comedian and the host of "Hot & Single," a digital dating show

Setting Up Friends on Dates

I think 2025 will be a big year for leaning more into community, mutual friends and social networks for dating. With a new president and societal changes ahead, I predict that stability and deeper connections will become central in romantic relationships. I see lots of potential for bringing back blind dates, and people relying more on real-life vetting before going on dates. -- Maxine Williams, the founder of We Met IRL, a speed-dating event in New York City



Send your thoughts, stories and tips to thirdwheel@nytimes.com.
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How to Start and Keep a Journal

Tips from writers, artists and a social worker that might make the practice less daunting.

Video: 



By Sarah Durn



Jan 06, 2025 at 07:03 PM

It's a familiar story: You buy a beautiful notebook, intent on starting a journal, only for it to sit untouched for years. While the benefits of journal-keeping are well established -- it "can raise levels of optimism and life satisfaction," says the psychology researcher Justine Richelle, 25, and strengthen creative writing skills ("The lines between what I write for myself and what I will ultimately write for publication are pretty blurred," says the novelist Pico Iyer, 67) -- that knowledge doesn't necessarily make the blank page less intimidating. Here, a handful of longtime journal-keepers share advice that may inspire you to try again and stick with it.

Consider why you're writing.

If you're just starting out, what do you hope to gain? You might want to record memories, untangle your thoughts or lay the foundations for a new creative project. For the writer and actress Tavi Gevinson, 28, a journal "is a place to dump psychic garbage," she says, and to leave "notes for my future self. It reminds me that there'll be a future where I'll feel differently." Iyer, who's kept a journal for almost 50 years, sees the practice as "looking at the sky within yourself." He meticulously logs his days, capturing little details like a song playing in the background to "fix" memories. If one goal is boosting your mood, the social worker Amy Krentzman, 60, who's developed a journaling method for people in recovery, suggests listing "all the good things that happened in the past day," things you're grateful for that "you normally take for granted," as well as "good wishes for others."

 Ilya Milstein


Don't be too precious about how your journal looks.

When the filmmaker Albert Moya, 35, needs a new diary, he grabs whatever's nearby -- hotel notebooks being a favorite because "they remind you where you were at that time," he says. Iyer uses Southworth's 24-pound, loose-leaf, unlined A4 paper, which he organizes in "endless folders." Gevinson likes journals from Season Paper, Cambridge Imprint and Midori but encourages those new to journaling to "use a legal pad if it helps you feel less pressure." You can also keep a digital journal: The journalist and T writer at large Aatish Taseer, 44, recommends Day One, an app he uses to color-code his notes when he's traveling.

Find a pen you like.

Krentzman suggests "experimenting with different kinds of pens and paper" until you land on a combination that "gives you some tactile enjoyment." Iyer gravitates toward fine-tipped Pilot Razor Point markers. Gevinson uses .38-millimeter Pilot G2 and Muji ballpoints. Moya loves a hotel pen. When you find a model you like, buy it in bulk so you always have spares.

 Ilya Milstein


Find a time of day that works.

Mornings and evenings are often best. Gevinson journals while having coffee just after waking. Moya writes at his desk before or after a morning workout. When he's traveling, Iyer finds time in the evenings. Krentzman recommends putting your phone away or switching it to airplane mode while you write.

There's no one way to write an entry.

If you're at a loss, try beginning each entry the same way. "I always start with where I am and the time," says Moya. From there, try stream-of-consciousness writing, jotting down feelings and thoughts as they arise, or answering open-ended questions like: What's been on my mind lately? Or, What's sparked my curiosity recently? If you're looking for a more specific prompt, Gevinson recommends "the 'Audre Lorde Questionnaire [to Oneself]' or a tarot reading or the I Ching." You can also just list interesting or funny moments from the day. Above all else, Moya says, try "to not judge yourself when you're writing."

It's OK to miss days -- or even years.

For almost a decade, Taseer stopped writing a journal. "I was just not drawn to it," he says. He cautions those new to the practice to "not go about it like homework. Let the journal call you." When Gevinson misses a day, she simply starts again the next. "The point is not to have a record of each day. In fact, you can use a journal to decide if you want to measure time by a day or week or month," she says. "You can change your relationship to time."

 Ilya Milstein


Try less expected approaches.

Recently Moya started writing notes that he calls "postcards" to himself, when he's working on a film. Gevinson has tried many techniques, she says: collaging mementos, drawing comics, typing notes on a computer and even recording "audio diaries when I need to talk stuff out and don't want to subject a friend to it." After trips, the novelist Maggie Shipstead, 41, edits together videos and photos into short montages set to music. They feel like "chapter markers," she says. "I think when you're living your life, it can be hard to step back and sort of look at the arc of it," and the videos "take me back to those moments of change and growth."
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Who's Afraid of a Flying Dior Bag?

To weigh in on the rash of reported drone sightings without fear of content suppression, Bethenny Frankel borrowed a term from the fashion world.

Bethenny Frankel said her first few videos about drone sightings got very little traffic, which she attributed to the use of a term that TikTok did not want to promote. Roy Rochlin/Getty Images



By Steven Kurutz



Jan 06, 2025 at 10:33 PM

In the last few weeks, Bethenny Frankel has been talking a lot about Dior bags on TikTok. The subject itself isn't unusual: As a reality TV star and entrepreneur, she frequently posts about fashion topics to her 2.4 million followers, including in a feature Ms. Frankel calls "Handbag University," where she offers reviews and tutorials.

But the tone of Ms. Frankel's posts about Dior is strikingly different than a typical conversation about luxury goods. Less Vogue and more Jason Bourne.

In a post on Monday, Ms. Frankel suggested there was a cover-up at play.

"I've received several Dior bag videos and messages about sightings which are obviously not being reported in the mainstream media," she said.

The day before, Ms. Frankel said she had been talking to an unnamed source about the Dior bag situation, and that this person -- the father of someone Ms. Frankel knows -- had passed along top-secret intelligence.

"If our government tries to tell us that they're from China, that these bags are from China, that we have an issue," Ms. Frankel said, cryptically, repeating what she said her source had told her, "that would be very alarming."

Confusion would be understandable to someone coming across just one of the videos, but watch enough of them and you will realize "Dior bags" aren't always Dior bags. In this case, Ms. Frankel is using the term to refer to the drones that have been reported flying in the skies over the eastern United States and elsewhere.

Ms. Frankel, and several other social media users, have built out a set of alternative terms for discussing drones and the government response to them. Bethenny Frankel

Ms. Frankel has seen the use of the term Dior bags to refer to drones catch on with a heavily male audience. Bethenny Frankel


Who but a fashion obsessive would use a French luxury label as a code word?

"It was in the moment -- it wasn't planned at all," Ms. Frankel said in a phone interview. "I was just like, 'The Dior bags are real, they're in the closet, and management doesn't want us to know about it.'"

Various governmental agencies have said the sightings, for the most part, are not drones, and a visual analysis by The New York Times indicated most of the sightings over New Jersey were of airplanes rather than drones.

That has not been enough to persuade Ms. Frankel.

She said she initially had only a peripheral interest in the story. Then someone she knows whose father has access to inside information of some sort -- and whom she refers to only as "Waterhammer" -- reached out to her with a theory explaining the drone sightings. Ms. Frankel posted about it on TikTok in the days before Christmas. But whereas her posts usually get millions of views, she said, the handful of posts in which she talked about drones "were getting 500 views."

TikTok creators have long complained that the reach of videos has been restricted because they touched on topics the platform didn't like -- "shadow banning," as the alleged practice has come to be known. It is hard to prove that TikTok is suppressing content, but Ms. Frankel started talking about Dior bags instead of drones in an attempt to get around algorithms and strict content moderation. Such a diversion technique is called "algospeak."

Ms. Frankel's fashionable way of talking in code has caught on. Indeed, the reality TV star, her followers and others who want to discuss the drone phenomenon and theorize on social media have created an alternative lexicon built around shopping terminology. "Store management," to this group, is the U.S. government; Oscar de la Renta products are the shiny objects some have claimed to have observed in the sky; and Prada items are plasmoids, or structures made of plasma and magnetic fields.

Curiously, the largely male audience that listens to podcasters like Joe Rogan and Shawn Ryan, a former Navy SEAL, has also adopted the term and used the hashtag #diorbags in their own videos.

"There were truckers with skull caps and guys on oil rigs talking about Dior bags," laughed Ms. Frankel.

One group not talking about it apparently is Christian Dior SE, the French company behind the Dior brand. Its representatives did not return a request for comment.

Ms. Frankel hasn't heard from Dior either, though she wouldn't be surprised if that were to happen, given that the company may not want its name associated with an online community sharing wild theories about the drones.

"I can't believe Dior corporate hasn't called me at this point," said Ms. Frankel. She clarified: "We're not mad at Dior. This is just what I used."

The conversation around "Dior bags" is happening just as another handbag discussion is dominating social media: the look-alike Birkin bag being sold at Walmart.

For anyone not in on algospeak, having a conversation about actual handbags can suddenly lead to confusion. The other day, Ms. Frankel posted about "why the Walmart Birkin is fascinating." She was quick to clarify, "And this is legitimately about bags -- it's not code."
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An Art-World Mom Dishes on Her Messy Life

In a new memoir, Sarah Hoover grapples with the uglier moments that she and her husband, the artist Tom Sachs, have faced while navigating parenthood.

Sarah Hoover described writing about certain complications in her domestic life as freeing. "Complaining is actually really liberating," she said.



By Maggie Lange



Jan 09, 2025 at 08:00 AM

"They're so pretty and lush," Sarah Hoover said while looking at a painting by Cecily Brown. Featuring a swirl of pastels, the piece was characteristic of the artist, who is known for colorful, frenetic works that appear abstract but reveal distinct and often explicit figures, when observed closely.

"They're a little pornographic and a little filthy," Ms. Hoover added. It was a Saturday morning in November, and she had just arrived at the Paula Cooper Gallery in the Chelsea section of Manhattan to see an exhibition of Ms. Brown's paintings.

Ms. Hoover, 40, a former gallery director who left her job to pursue a writing career, refers to the artist's works in a new memoir out this month. She describes another of Ms. Brown's artworks -- a velvety expanse with ecstatic lines that form tiny penises -- as representative of her ideal mental state.

The convergence of pretty and dirty is a through line in Ms. Hoover's book, "The Motherload: Episodes From the Brink of Motherhood." She writes about attending fabulous parties while coping with harrowing nightmares and vicious anxiety after the birth of her first child, a son, in October 2017. She also untangles some knots in her marriage to the artist Tom Sachs. The couple had their second child, a daughter, last April.

Ms. Hoover began writing "The Motherload" toward the end of a 14-year career at the Gagosian Gallery, during which she cultivated a reputation as a savvy art-world fixture with a bubbly demeanor, a passion for contemporary painters and a wardrobe of flouncy Chanel minidresses hemmed a precise 32 inches below her collarbone.

In the book, Ms. Hoover presents a far less polished version of herself, beginning by quoting part of the invitation to her first baby shower, held at the Chateau Marmont hotel in West Hollywood, Calif., several months after her son was born: "No gifts unless it's drugs."

Ms. Hoover began writing her memoir toward the end of a 14-year career at the Gagosian Gallery, during which she met her husband, Tom Sachs. Simon Element


The cheeky line was a foil for her postpartum depression, which manifested in a potent mix of self-loathing, apathy for her son and rage toward her husband.

She writes about losing faith in doctors after her obstetrician performed an extra vaginal suture known as a "husband stitch" without her consent after the birth of her son. For her daughter's birth, Ms. Hoover saw a different obstetrician and demanded that she be consulted about every procedure "even if it's in the name of medicine."

"I don't want to speak for other women," Ms. Hoover said as she walked out of Ms. Brown's art exhibition at Paula Cooper Gallery. "But I've learned in my own life of being a woman that saying your most shameful thing out loud most often has resulted in other people being like: 'Oh my god, me too. I'm so glad someone said it.'"

Hours earlier, she was at home with Mr. Sachs, 58, and snuggling her daughter, who was bundled up in a lilac cashmere cardigan. Their apartment, comprising the top two floors of a small building in NoLiTa, has a breakfast nook, a balcony overlooking an interior courtyard and curated touches that impart a sense of nonchalant luxury.

There's a handwritten sign noting the home's "no shoes" policy and a silver mint julep cup stuffed with toothbrushes on a bathroom counter. The living room is furnished with moss-green velvet curtains and a painting of passenger pigeons that the artist Walton Ford made for Ms. Hoover. On a side table were more paintings that the couple's son, now 7, made at camp.

Over breakfast -- waffles, bacon, and toast prepared by Ms. Hoover and pour-over coffee made by Mr. Sachs -- the two exchanged what at times sounded like practiced banter.

"She's extremely well trained," Mr. Sachs said of their stout 3-year-old French bulldog, Donut, who was nosing around as they ate.

Ms. Hoover interjected: "No, no, no, she's received a considerable amount of training."

Mr. Sachs, Ms. Hoover and their dog, Napoleon, at the couple's wedding in Indianapolis in 2012. Aaron P. Bernstein for The New York Times


Mr. Sachs compared his life before Ms. Hoover to that of Steve Jobs, specifically to Mr. Jobs's living without a sofa for several years because he couldn't find one to his liking. "I was always on that path to be the man who lived without curtains or a sofa," he said. "One of the many great things that Sarah brought to my life is civility."

Ms. Hoover deadpanned in reply: "You're so lucky you met me."

Ms. Hoover has particular tastes. She rarely watches television. She reads widely, but almost exclusively books by women. "It's really hard to hear about male perspectives," she said, adding that she has sworn off "the Jonathans" (Franzen, Safran Foer, Lethem).

Art history, ballet, complaining, being spoiled, clotted cream, loaded baked potatoes, her dog, psychedelics, full-bodied red wines, folding laundry, organizing her children's clothes and colorful platform heels are all things she loves. She's ambivalent about hotels. She hates pencils.

Jenna Lyons, the fashion designer turned "Real Housewife" and a longtime friend of Mr. Sachs's, recalled her initial surprise at his interest in Ms. Hoover. When they met in 2007, Ms. Hoover was 23, and he was 41.

"I was teasing him because she was so much younger than him," said Ms. Lyons, 56, who is a partner at FundamentalCo, a branding company. "I was like, 'Come on, Tom.'" Then she met Ms. Hoover at an art event. "She brings her dog, which I was dying about," Ms. Lyons said. "I was like, 'This girl is a spitfire!' She does not placate or hide things or mince words."

If Ms. Hoover has engendered civility in her husband, an artist known for his provocative works and behavior, he has pushed her to be more brazen. In "The Motherload," Ms. Hoover writes that after telling Mr. Sachs about a woman who was impolite to her, he said: "You're allowed to be more of a bitch."

She also recounts how Mr. Sachs has rewarded her shamelessness with gestures that have included the publication of a zine, "My Beautiful, Poorly Behaved Wife," in 2018. (Ms. Lyons still has a copy.) Its imagery included a picture of a wet towel that Ms. Hoover left on a bed, as well as another photo of a bag of dog feces that she left in the hallway of an apartment building where she used to live. (Ms. Hoover explained that her unit was the only one on that hallway: "I am lazy, but not a monster!" she said.)

Mr. Sachs and Ms. Hoover at a fund-raiser in Manhattan in 2010, about three years after the couple met. Shaun Mader/Patrick McMullan, via Getty Images


Jenna Lyons, left, a longtime friend of Mr. Sachs's, with Ms. Hoover at an event in 2022. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

A pregnant Ms. Hoover at a gala for the Art Production Fund last March. She had her second child, a daughter, last April. Nina Westervelt/WWD, via Getty Images


Behaving irreverently is something she was encouraged to do well before she met Mr. Sachs. When Ms. Hoover was a high school student in Indianapolis, Ind., her mother, Martha Hoover, a restaurateur, didn't just allow her to break a dress-code rule about hem length -- she took Ms. Hoover to a tailor to have a cheerleading uniform altered. "Anything I could shorten, I shortened," Ms. Hoover said.

As she was drafting "The Motherload," Ms. Hoover wrote articles about motherhood for publications like New York magazine and Vogue. They involved semi-taboo parenting topics: how she doesn't like to play with her son, for example.

Last year, as she was working on the book, Ms. Hoover's and Mr. Sachs's domestic life became a topic of conversation as people speculated that they were the "art world family" that posted a classified ad for an assistant. The job description included managing children, dogs, chefs, landscapers, housekeepers, guests and closets; the quoted salary was between $65,000 and $95,000. Ms. Hoover, in an interview for this article, said she did not post the ad.

It received outsize attention partly because the ad appeared weeks before New York magazine published an article with allegations that Mr. Sachs ran a cultlike workplace and harassed employees. He has since issued a statement apologizing to those who felt unsupported or unsafe at his studio and denying any claims of harassment.

The faults and failings of Mr. Sachs that Ms. Hoover shares in "The Motherload" -- his aloofness during her first pregnancy, his complaints about burning his tongue on French fries right after she gave birth, his flirtations with other women -- portray him as prone to thoughtlessness and duplicity. But he instructed Ms. Hoover not to go easy on him, she said.

"'You're an artist now,'" she recalled him telling her. "'You're going to have to do things that are embarrassing. You're going to have to tell your shame. Make me sound as bad as you need to.'"

After each of her pregnancies, Ms. Hoover and Mr. Sachs hired the same live-in baby nurse for a period of time. The nurse "modeled for me the way to be a mom," Ms. Hoover said. "She modeled true kindness and goodness and openness to these tiny creatures."

Mr. Sachs and Ms. Hoover at a gala for the Art Production Fund in early March of 2020, before Covid lockdowns took effect. He said that civility is among the many great things that she has brought to his life. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


In the book, she writes that employing caretakers is standard in their circle of friends: "Isn't spending money to give someone a job and help make parenting more of a delight the whole point of working hard?"

Ms. Hoover's friends include other mothers around her age, like the "Sweetbitter" author Stephanie Danler, and Nell Diamond, the founder of Hill House Home, the clothing line known for its nap dresses.

Ms. Diamond, 35, said that she and Ms Hoover shared an interest in "pretty, sparkly, shiny things," as well as in art history, literature and feminism. "I think both of us really love murderous women in that Gothic literature way," Ms. Diamond said. "Especially when it's obviously contradicted with hyperfemininity."

Ms. Danler, 41, said Ms. Hoover had one of "the most gifted social minds" that she has ever come across. "She has impeccable taste, and I think that no one has written about postpartum depression the way that she has," Ms. Danler added. "It widens the spectrum of experiences that we're able to talk about as mothers."

These days, Ms. Hoover takes her son to school in Brooklyn on some mornings and does bedtime three nights a week, which she's very strict about, she said. Other nights, she tries to see art, preferably dance. Now that she has another child, she says she has been luxuriating in certain things she didn't do the first time around, especially long walks with her daughter in a stroller. (She aims for three a day.) She writes from Mr. Sachs's studio, which is a few blocks from their apartment.

Ms. Hoover knows that "The Motherload" offers less than flattering glimpses of herself. She's also aware that it may make her husband "sound bad," she said. But she has found power in opening up about the turmoil, angst and mess swirling around in her outwardly pretty life.

"I gave up on worrying about being embarrassing," Ms. Hoover said. "Caring about being embarrassing didn't get me anywhere."
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Most Stylish


19 Unforgettable Looks at the Golden Globes

For reasons good and bad, these ensembles were among the most memorable.

Demi Moore was among the stars who stood out in metallic attire.



By The Styles Desk



Jan 06, 2025 at 05:21 AM

It wasn't long after celebrities started arriving on the red carpet at the 82nd annual Golden Globe Awards on Sunday that one of the night's biggest fashion trends came into focus: metallics. Those who wore them included Zendaya, who went with a coppery orange Louis Vuitton gown; Angelina Jolie, who chose a silvery Alexander McQueen dress; and Cate Blanchett, who donned a gold ensemble, also by Vuitton, that she had previously worn at Cannes and that made her shimmer like a statuette.

The lustrous attire brought sparkle to a carpet that was also full of colors, from pale pink Dior (on Anya Taylor-Joy); to navy Carolina Herrera (on Kate Hudson); to red Dolce & Gabbana (on Dakota Fanning). It being an awards show, there was plenty of black, too -- most notably, long black gloves that added a bygone touch to the finery.

With some of the biggest stars in television and film in attendance, there was no shortage of fabulous and flamboyant formal wear. These 19 looks, for reasons good and bad, were among the most memorable.

Pamela Anderson: Most Natural!

 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


The actress and star of "The Last Showgirl" continued to disavow heavy makeup and instead wore a nearly bare face with her black Oscar de la Renta gown.

Nicole Kidman: Most Space Age!

 Etienne Laurent/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The "Babygirl" actress's pairing of mod bouffant hairstyle and a sparkly, silvertone one-shouldered Balenciaga gown evoked "Jetsons" glam.

Timothee Chalamet: Most Dylan!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


The mustachioed star of "A Complete Unknown" hasn't abandoned dressing in character as Bob Dylan just yet. Instead of a tie, he accessorized his sparkly Tom Ford suit with a folksy blue scarf.

Michelle Yeoh: Most Witchy!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


The skirt of the "Wicked" actress's Balenciaga gown dramatically fanned out at the bottom, creating a silhouette not unlike that of a broom.

Mikey Madison: Most Goldfish!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


In a Bottega Veneta dress covered in gold enameled sequins, the "Anora" star looked like a 24-karat sea creature.

Demi Moore: Most Sculpted!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


The actress and star of "The Substance" opted for an Armani Prive gown with a sculptural bodice that exposed her toned physique.

Cynthia Erivo & Ariana Grande: Most Curveball!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


After months of appearing in green and pink, the "Wicked" actresses defied expectations by choosing neutral-toned looks: Ms. Erivo wore a black-and-silver lace dress by Louis Vuitton, and Ms. Grande went with an archival Givenchy gown from the label's spring 1966 couture collection.

Colman Domingo: Most Coquette!

 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


The "Sing Sing" actor appears to be feeling the trend known as coquette, which involves a liberal use of bows. Complementing his Valentino tuxedo were a scarf tied into an oversize bow and dress shoes adorned with bows, too.

Karla Sofia Gascon: Most Vitamin C!

 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


California's winter citrus season came to mind upon seeing the "Emilia Perez" actress in her draped yellowish-orange Saint Laurent number. She said she chose the palette to remind viewers that light triumphs over darkness.

Kerry Washington: Most Cocooned!

 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


Ruching made it seem as if the actress had been wrapped in her Balenciaga dress's Pepto Bismol-pink fabric.

Jeremy Strong: Most Gumby!

 Etienne Laurent/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In a soft green Loro Piana suit and matching bucket hat, the actor, a star of "The Apprentice," recalled a certain clay cartoon character.

Viola Davis: Most Disco!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


The actress conjured visions of party streamers and dance floors in her sequined Gucci gown, a reworked version of a dress she wore to a recent gala.

Miley Cyrus: Most Ink!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


The singer looked both edgy and elegant in a rhinestone-accented Celine gown that exposed her many tattoos.

Glen Powell: Most Tom Cruise!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


The "Hit Man" and "Twisters" actor, with his aviator glasses, unbuttoned Armani shirt and sly smirk, bore an uncanny resemblance to his "Top Gun: Maverick" co-star.

Anna Sawai: Most Risky!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


By choosing a white Dior bustier and skirt, the "Shogun" actress took a fashion risk at an awards ceremony known for serving food -- and red wine.

Tilda Swinton: Most Tilda!

 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


The actress, a star of "The Room Next Door," tempered the stuffiness of her two-piece Chanel look with electric powder pink lipstick and an '80s new wave hairstyle.

Emma Stone: Most Shorn!

 Amy Sussman/Getty Images


More remarkable than the actress's Louis Vuitton dress was her new pixie style haircut, a dramatic chop that some speculated might be related to her role in an upcoming film by Yorgos Lanthimos, who directed her Oscar-winning performance in "Poor Things."

Melissa McCarthy: Most Peony!

 Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press


Seen from behind, the actress's voluminous pink Christian Siriano ensemble, with its innumerable pink ruffles, resembled a peony in full bloom.

Vanessa Friedman, Anthony Rotunno, Misty White Sidell and Guy Trebay contributed reporting.
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Inside the Golden Globes: What Comes After the Red Carpet

How Tilda Swinton, Kieran Culkin and other stars spent their night. (Hint: There was an all-you-can-eat sushi buffet.)

Dakota Fanning and Elle Fanning at the after-party hosted by Walt Disney Studios.



By Jacob Bernstein
Reporting in a $400 J. Crew tuxedo


Jan 06, 2025 at 04:30 PM

"Ariana Grande, Cynthia Erivo, Miley Cyrus, Selena Gomez, Angelina Jolie -- oh my God, there's been so many," a young waiter standing at the front of the red carpet at the Beverly Hilton said on Sunday afternoon just after 4 p.m.

The server, with a tray of spring water, was listing all the divas and star actresses who had already showed up to the 2025 Golden Globes, which serve as the unofficial beginning of the yearly awards derby.

If the Oscars are a memorial service for the year that was, the Globes are the prom, a bubbly, fun party -- and a product placement vehicle for fashion companies -- where it feels appropriate for the actor Jeremy Strong to show up in a sea-foam-green suit and matching bucket hat from Loro Piana.

"Everybody's celebrating, everybody's laid back," said Dwayne Johnson, who was standing a few feet away from Mr. Strong, waiting his turn for an interview with E! Entertainment Television.

He wore a light violet Dolce & Gabbana suit paired with a violet silk shirt left open nearly to his navel, showing off his prominent chest tattoo.

"Just had it made," Mr. Johnson said.

Anna Sawai with the Golden Globe for her performance in "Shogun." Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

Hiroyuki Sanada with his Golden Globe for his role in "Shogun." Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


The actor Jesse Plemons with the actresses Ayo Edebiri and Kirsten Dunst.  Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


In front of Mr. Johnson on the carpet, being interviewed by another outlet, was Colin Farrell, who stood among a cavalcade of stars in custom Louis Vuitton. His hair had taken on a brownish-orange tint that is seldom applied anywhere east of Sunset Boulevard, but that wouldn't hurt him here: He would go on to win the Golden Globe for best actor in a limited series, anthology series or movie for TV for his role in "The Penguin."

Cate Blanchett tore past the press line in a beaded gold Vuitton gown. Zendaya primped and posed in a floor-length saffron Vuitton gown with matching satin pumps, and on her left ring finger was a large diamond ring that she did not discuss.

Up marched Emma Stone, sporting a new pixie cut and a sleeveless, ruby-red, long Vuitton dress that cinched at the waist. Just behind Ms. Stone was Cynthia Erivo, who was nominated in the category of best actress in a musical or comedy for her role in "Wicked." Ms. Erivo's custom Vuitton gown was black and silver, with hand embroidery, silver sequins and a dramatic waistline.

From behind the barricades, reporters beckoned to Ms. Erivo, calling out the names of the outlets for which they worked. One was from the local NBC affiliate. Another was from the Beverly Hills High School student newspaper.

Inside the ballroom, Margaret Qualley was introducing people to her date.

"This is my dad," she said, referring to the former model Paul Qualley.

The actor Glen Powell was just behind her, introducing guests to Cyndy Powell, his mother.

Nikki Glaser delivered her opening monologue, where she declared it "Ozempic's biggest night."

Soon after, many guests appeared to be hanging out not in the ballroom, where the awards show was taking place, but next door, at an all-you-can-eat buffet of sushi.

The actor Anthony Mackie with the actress and singer Sheryl Lee Ralph. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

The actress Emma Stone with her husband, the producer Dave McCary. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Jesse Eisenberg, the writer, actor and director, with the actor Edward Norton, and his wife the producer Shauna Robertson. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Tilda Swinton fixed herself a plate. Ms. Stone headed to the bar, where she ordered drinks for a group of her friends.

One minute, a slew of publicists and journalists were ogling the actor Edgar Ramirez near the dessert table. Seemingly the next, he was onstage presenting the award for best actor in a motion picture, drama.

A little after 8 p.m., the show ended, and many seemed less tipsy this year and than in some years past. A party was taking place in an event space adjacent to the ballroom, but few of the stars (if any) headed there.

Instead, they streamed for the exits, bound for a slew of nearby bashes.

The cast and crew of "Emilia Perez," which took home the award for best picture, musical or comedy, hit the Italian restaurant Spago for a party hosted by its distributor, Netflix.

Zoe Saldana with her Golden Globe for her supporting performance in "Emilia Perez." Roger Kisby/Getty Images


The actress and comedian Ali Wong, who won a Golden Globe for "Ali Wong: Single Lady," with the actress Keri Russell. Roger Kisby/Getty Images

Jodie Foster, who won a Golden Globe for her role in "True Detective," with the actress Karla Sofia Gascon. Charley Gallay/Getty Images


The actresses Jessica Gunning, who won a Golden Globe for her performance in "Baby Reindeer," with the actress Tilda Swinton, and Richard Gadd, the actor, writer and comedian who created the series "Baby Reindeer."  Charley Gallay/Getty Images


That was also the first stop for Ms. Swinton, though she remained in the lobby of the Beverly Hilton for a good while, texting her driver, who was having trouble navigating a slew of police barricades and security checkpoints.

"That's what happens," Ms. Swinton said. "One waits and one hopes it comes and one checks one's emails and then it's all absolutely all right."

The actress Naomi Watts waited on the curb for hers, after which she headed to the Creative Artists Agency party at the Chateau Marmont.

And Elle and Dakota Fanning rode off to the party hosted by Walt Disney Studios at Funke, an Italian restaurant in Beverly Hills.

Ryan Murphy held court at a table in the back Funke. The actress Amy Adams, who had been nominated for her role in "Nightbitch," was stationed near the front. A DJ played disco classics by Diana Ross and Melba Moore. Waiters walked the room serving meatballs and cacio e pepe to the likes of Edward Norton and Jesse Eisenberg.

Ryan Murphy, the writer, director and producer.  Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


The actor Kieran Culkin, who won a Golden Globe for his role in "A Real Pain," with his wife Jazz Charton. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

The actress Catherine O'Hara with her husband Bo Welch, a production designer and director. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Upstairs, the actor Anthony Mackie was posing for pictures with friends inside a photo booth. Earlier in the evening, Mr. Mackie had presented an award with Harrison Ford.

Mr. Mackie had been audible. Mr. Ford, not so much.

"He's been a movie star so long, he's not even impressed by being a movie star anymore," Mr. Mackie shrugged. (All of this was seemingly delivered as a compliment.)

In walked Kieran Culkin, who last year won a trophy for his role on the television show "Succession" and this year had in his hand the gold trophy he had picked up a few hours earlier for his role in "A Real Pain," which was written and directed by Mr. Eisenberg, who also co-starred in it.

"Every time this year, he gets the awards," Mr. Eisenberg said, laughing.

The trophy was heavy.

"I think it's eight pounds, maybe 10," Mr. Culkin said, handing it around to be examined.
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