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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Jimmy Carter departs Washington for the final time after funeral
        Washington Post staff, Ben Brasch

        After his funeral service at the Washington National Cathedral, Jimmy Carter is being flown to Georgia to be laid to rest in his beloved hometown Plains.

      

      
        What to know as the Supreme Court takes up TikTok ban
        Ann Marimow, Cristiano Lima-Strong

        The justices will review a law that would effectively shut down TikTok in the United States this month unless the company divests from Chinese ownership.

      

      
        At inflection point, Pentagon holds final forum for Ukraine aid
        Missy Ryan, Isabelle Khurshudyan

        Ahead of President-elect Donald Trump's return to office, Ukraine's future course is shrouded in uncertainty as it loses ground to Russia's far larger military.

      

      
        Americans worry about democracy -- particularly the 'representative' part
        Philip Bump

        New polling shows that, given a slate of elements of democracy, Americans are least confident that elected leaders are reflecting their views.

      

      
        Live updates: Trump readying close to 100 executive orders, Republican senator says
        Meryl Kornfield, Sabrina Rodriguez, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek

        Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and the new Congress.

      

      
        Photos: Former president Jimmy Carter's long goodbye, from Georgia to D.C.
        Kenneth Dickerman, Max Becherer

        Jimmy Carter's casket has traveled from Georgia to Washington for his state funeral, giving crowds of mourners a chance to pay their respects to the former president.

      

      
        Falsehoods around the L.A. fires are proliferating on the right
        Philip Bump

        Anything to keep the realities of climate change from spreading.

      

      
        Google donates $1 million to Trump's inaugural committee
        Drew Harwell

        Like other Silicon Valley behemoths, search and advertising giant has worked to make nice with the president-elect ahead of his second term.

      

      
        How Jimmy Carter's disdain for D.C. politics changed Washington
        Marc Fisher

        In a cynical time, Jimmy Carter spurned the establishment and attracted a generation of idealists.

      

      
        Republicans won the election's influencer race. Democrats want to catch up.
        Dylan Wells

        While both parties stepped up their work with creators this cycle, many agree that Donald Trump's effort helped him make key inroads with young voters, particularly young men.

      

      
        Is this AOC's moment?
        Leigh Ann Caldwell, Paul Kane

        Democrats are split on Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), but some say they'll need her cooperation to help take back the House.

      

      
        He vowed to be Venezuela's president -- and he's seeking U.S. support
        Maria Luisa Paul

        Edmundo Gonzalez, recognized by the U.S. as Venezuela's president-elect, is on a mission to bolster global support before autocrat Nicolas Maduro is sworn in this week.

      

      
        After Trump visit, Republicans still divided on tax and border security plan
        Jacob Bogage, Liz Goodwin, Dylan Wells

        House and Senate Republicans are split on how to advance Donald Trump's agenda and hoped the president-elect would give Congress marching orders.

      

      
        Trump huddles with Senate Republicans on early legislative strategy
        Meryl Kornfield, Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and the new Congress.

      

      
        As L.A. burns, Trump blames Newsom -- and California governor pushes back
        Hannah Knowles, Brianna Tucker, Marianne LeVine

        The president-elect sought to blame the climate-change-exacerbated crisis in Southern California on the state's water management. Experts disputed his claims.
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Live updates: Jimmy Carter departs Washington for the final time after funeral
After his funeral service at the Washington National Cathedral, Jimmy Carter is being flown to Georgia to be laid to rest in his beloved hometown Plains.
By Washington Post staff, Ben Brasch, Emma Uber, Olivia George, Jasmine Hilton, Michelle Boorstein, Jenna Portnoy, Roxanne Roberts, Elliot Smilowitz, Michael Kranish, Travis Andrews, Mary Jordan, Kevin Sullivan, Karina Elwood, Lauren Lumpkin, Susan Levine, Joe Heim, Karen DeYoung, Hau Chu, Hadley Green, Ross Godwin | 2025-01-09
Jimmy Carter is heading home to Georgia for the last time Thursday after being honored in Washington with a state funeral in which President Joe Biden eulogized the former president. Public visitation at the U.S. Capitol ended Thursday morning, followed by a funeral at Washington National Cathedral. Carter's body will be flown back to Georgia, where a century ago he became the first future president to be born in a hospital. The country's 39th president will be buried in his beloved hometown Plains, next to Rosalynn Carter, his wife of 77 years, who died in November 2023.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/01/09/jimmy-carter-funeral-live-updates/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What to know as the Supreme Court takes up TikTok ban
The justices will review a law that would effectively shut down TikTok in the United States this month unless the company divests from Chinese ownership.
By Ann Marimow, Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2025-01-09

A man carries a "Free TikTok" sign outside a New York courthouse on April 15. (Ted Shaffrey/AP)


The Supreme Court on Friday will take up TikTok's high-stakes challenge to a federal law that would effectively shut down the wildly popular video-sharing platform this month unless the company divests from Chinese ownership.
The justices agreed to quickly review the case before the Jan. 19 deadline Congress set for TikTok's China-based parent company, ByteDance, to sell the platform.
Here's what to know:
The company and a group of TikTok creators say the sell-or-ban law is an unprecedented, sweeping violation of free speech protections and are asking the Supreme Court to block the measure. Shuttering the platform, they say, would violate their First Amendment rights to share, view and engage with short video clips about politics, music, cooking, the arts and more.
The justices must weigh those claims against the national security concerns that prompted Congress to pass the law in April with bipartisan support. Proponents of the law say TikTok, which has more than 170 million users in the United States, could be pressured by the Chinese government to covertly manipulate public opinion in the United States or to provide access to Americans' data.
If the Supreme Court does not pause the law, the ban would start Jan. 19, but some of the real-world effects will  probably take time to emerge.
Under the law, known as the Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act, app-store giants  such as Google and Apple and internet-hosting services could face massive fines if they continue to carry TikTok on their products beyond Jan. 19. Infractions could cost companies $5,000 for each user that continues to access TikTok, which could add up to billions of dollars in penalties.
Tech companies have often recoiled when faced with potential legal exposure from new regulations, at times threatening to pull their services out of regions entirely rather than complying with specific restrictions. Apple and Google, the two biggest app-store providers in the United States, have remained mum on how they plan to handle a potential ban.
The high court moved with extraordinary speed to schedule a special session for at least two hours of oral argument on Friday. The justices put off a decision about whether to temporarily block the ban-or-sell law while the litigation continues. The truncated timeline suggests the justices could decide quickly after oral argument whether to temporarily put the measure on hold or allow it to take effect as planned. The court could then issue a more extensive written opinion at a later date.
The justices are reviewing a unanimous decision to allow the TikTok ban, which was issued in December by the influential U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. A three-judge panel sided with the Biden administration and said the law does not violate the First Amendment. The panel, made up of judges nominated by presidents in both parties, said the law does not take aim at a particular viewpoint and is a reasonable response to Congress's national security concerns.
The deadline for the company to divest is one day before President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration. In an unusual court filing, he asked the Supreme Court to delay implementation of the law to give him an opportunity to act.
Trump promised during the campaign to protect TikTok, but his filing did not take a position on the constitutionality of the law. Instead, Trump's attorneys told the court that "Trump alone possesses the consummate dealmaking expertise, the electoral mandate, and the political will to negotiate a resolution to save the platform while addressing the national security concerns expressed by the Government."
That request was criticized by court watchers, including the Wall Street Journal editorial page, which said Trump "wants the Supreme Court to treat him like a second president" before President Joe Biden has left the White House.
The company's lawyers say the sell-or-ban law, signed by Biden, is a "massive, unprecedented restriction of protected speech" that infringes on the rights of millions of Americans to engage with the content of their choice. Congress could have chosen a narrower path, they argue, to address what the company says are unfounded concerns about China accessing data of U.S. users or trying to manipulate public opinion.
In scores of legal briefs, civil liberties advocates also urged the court not to allow the U.S. government to limit free speech based on what they characterized as speculative harm.
Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar, who is defending the law, told the court that the ban is not a restriction on speech, but on control of the app by a nation Congress has deemed a foreign adversary. Lawmakers in both parties have expressed concerns about China's potential influence on the app based on briefings from senior intelligence officials.
"TikTok may continue operating in the United States and presenting the same content from the same users in the same manner," she wrote, "if its current owner executes a divestiture that frees the platform" from control by the People's Republic of China.
The court has recently reviewed other cases with implications for free speech online, but without issuing decisive opinions on the merits. Both sides in the TikTok case quote from the court's ruling involving Texas and Florida social media laws that restrict how online platforms moderate users' posts. A majority of justices in the case known as NetChoice LLC v. Paxton said a social media site's content moderation and curation decisions are protected by the First Amendment.
TikTok's owners compare the platform to a traditional media outlet exercising editorial discretion over content and say the First Amendment prevents Congress from interfering with those decisions.
The Biden administration acknowledges that TikTok's signature video-recommendation algorithm and its content-moderation policies are a form of speech. But the government says the company has no First Amendment right to be controlled by a foreign adversary or to use an algorithm that the government says is developed, maintained and controlled by a foreign adversary -- assertions the company vigorously disputes.
There are indications from past rulings that national security concerns and the involvement of foreign companies or organizations could have implications for the court's constitutional analysis.
In a 2010 decision written by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., the court rejected a First Amendment challenge to a law prohibiting "material support" to foreign organizations the State Department says engage in terrorism. In the NetChoice case last term, Justice Amy Coney Barrett seemed to foreshadow the TikTok debate when she wrote that a social media platform's "foreign ownership and control over its content moderation decisions might affect whether laws overriding those decisions trigger First Amendment scrutiny."
As president, Trump would not have the authority to overturn the ban outright. But he could push Congress to repeal the law or encourage his attorney general to refrain from enforcing it. Even then, however, app-store owners or web-hosting companies might be concerned about continuing to include TikTok in violation of the law.
In 2022, ByteDance offered the Biden administration an extensive proposal, known as Project Texas, that would grant the U.S. government enormous sway over its workforce and technical underpinnings in exchange for continued operation in the United States.
TikTok has cast the dispute in existential terms, arguing that if the Supreme Court upholds the law, it will shutter the app across the United States. The company has also said that even a temporary pause in operations would cause "irreparable" damage to its business.
TikTok could fade in relevance among the many users who might shift to another short-video platform,  such as Instagram Reels or YouTube Shorts. ByteDance could still offer TikTok in other countries, but the company has said the platform benefits from the participation of Americans, because they can make interesting content and they end up watching everyone else.
Some Republicans are advocating for Trump to facilitate TikTok's transfer to an American company, so it could continue to operate.
After Trump sought to ban the app during his first administration, ByteDance engaged with suitors including Microsoft and Oracle on potential deals to spin off TikTok's U.S. operations. Negotiations languished and ultimately unraveled.
Last year Trump, whose presidential campaign relied on TikTok content, reversed his support for a ban. He said a TikTok prohibition could benefit U.S. tech giant Meta.
The Supreme Court could largely take the matter out of Trump's hands by striking down the law. But if it does not, or if it allows the law to take effect later this month, Trump could seek to broker a sale or negotiate an agreement aimed at satisfying U.S. national security concerns.
Drew Harwell contributed to this report.
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At inflection point, Pentagon holds final forum for Ukraine aid
Ahead of President-elect Donald Trump's return to office, Ukraine's future course is shrouded in uncertainty as it loses ground to Russia's far larger military.
By Missy Ryan, Isabelle Khurshudyan | 2025-01-09

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the Ukraine Defense Contact Group meeting at Ramstein Air Base on Thursday. (Thomas Niedermueller/Getty Images)


RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany -- More than two dozen times since Russia's 2022 invasion, President Joe Biden's Pentagon chief, Lloyd Austin, has gone around the table with his international counterparts to secure weapons needed for Ukraine's defense.
On Thursday, Austin chaired his final meeting of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, an assemblage of more than 30 nations providing military aid to Ukraine, closing out what has been a central aspect of the Biden administration's effort to marshal resources for Kyiv's defense. It has also been a core part of Austin's record as defense chief during a tumultuous period including Biden's calamitous withdrawal from Afghanistan and the renewal of major conflict in Europe and the Middle East.
During that time, allied countries have pledged more than $126 billion in military aid, facilitating a surge of tanks, mortars and other arms that has enabled Ukraine's survival after Russian President Vladimir Putin's 2022 invasion. But as Biden prepares to hand off to President-elect Donald Trump, the course ahead is shrouded in uncertainty as Kyiv struggles to sustain adequate fighters and firepower and steadily loses ground to Russia's far larger military.
"The reality is that we've discovered some of the limits of even the unprecedented amount of military assistance that has been provided," said Samuel Charap, a senior political scientist at the Rand Corporation.
"In a war of attrition, generally speaking you're always in a disadvantaged position if you're the smaller country with fewer resources," he said. "So the laws of physics are coming back into play here."
After nearly three years of the Biden administration's promises to support Ukraine "as long as it takes," America's role as Ukraine's biggest backer is now in question. While Trump has not spelled out specific plans, he has vowed to broker an immediate end to the war, potentially on terms that would force Ukraine to cede significant territory and wouldn't likely include near-term entry into NATO.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who traveled to Germany to attend Thursday's meeting, suggested that Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration would mark the start of a "a new era" requiring European nations taking greater responsibility for their collective fate -- and that of Ukraine.
"Now it's on all of us, on how we work together, how ready we are to own our future," he said. "The more determination we show in defending our interests, the more ... our partners and especially the U.S. will see it's good to stay on our side."
While Ukrainian officials have pushed Western nations since the start of the war to provide more advanced weaponry and complained that foreign commitments haven't always materialized, they now face a potentially greater test: whether they can sustain even existing levels of military support and secure their core goals in any settlement to end the war.
"We've come such a long way that it would honestly be crazy to drop the ball now," Zelensky said.
Thursday's discussions at this U.S. air base in Germany underscored the gap between hopes early in the war of fully reclaiming Ukrainian territory and the grinding stalemate that has hardened since the failure of Ukraine's 2023 counteroffensive. While Ukraine took Russian territory in an incursion into its southern Kursk region last year, Kremlin forces have made slow but steady gains in eastern Ukraine.

A view through the windows of a fire-ravaged building in Dobropillya, Ukraine, on Dec. 29. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


Even leading Biden administration officials who have been the strongest proponents of Ukraine's sovereignty now acknowledge that Kyiv is unlikely to achieve its goal of expelling Russia entirely. In a recent interview, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that any settlement would probably allow Russia to retain -- in practice but not by law -- the fifth of Ukrainian territory it now occupies.
Trump, who discussed the war in talks with Zelensky in Paris last month, has long voiced skepticism about Ukraine, which played a role in his first impeachment, and expressed his admiration for Putin. Trump's pick for national security adviser, Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Florida), has said that American support should not be a "blank check" for Ukraine and promised to bring the war to a "responsible end."
Even before taking office, the president-elect is challenging the principles that Biden has championed -- rejecting Russia's use of force against a smaller neighbor -- as he refuses to rule out using force to acquire Greenland and threatens to take over the Panama Canal.
Since Trump's reelection, however, Zelensky and other Ukrainian officials have repeatedly praised the president-elect as someone who could invoke fear in Putin. Zelensky has also publicly stated more adamantly that he hopes to end the "hot phase" of the war this year, potentially agreeing to a ceasefire with the opportunity for Kyiv to "diplomatically" reclaim its occupied land later and security guarantees to protect against future Russian attacks.
Zelensky's shift in position -- he previously pushed for restoring Ukraine's full territorial integrity before accepting any stop to the fighting -- has perhaps been spurred on by a worsening battlefield situation.
Though Kyiv's surprise cross-border offensive into Russia's Kursk region has been touted by officials as a success, Ukrainian forces have struggled to hold the land they captured there and Russia has already reclaimed more than half of Ukraine's initial gains.
Ukrainian officials have also grown more critical in private of the outgoing administration's approach to security aid, saying that Biden's hesitation in approving some weapons systems hurt Kyiv's chances on the battlefield.

A Ukrainian fighter reloads magazines on Dec. 27 in the Donetsk region of Ukraine. (Ed Ram for The Washington Post)


Thursday's meeting marked a final public moment for Austin, a Silver Star recipient who spent four decades in the Army, commanding U.S. troops in Iraq and heading U.S. forces across the Middle East in the battle against the Islamic State, before he steps down.
After becoming the first African American defense secretary in 2021, Austin has attempted to counter a major military challenge from China and fix America's decaying defense industry. He also forged a close relationship with his Israeli counterpart during that country's grinding war in Gaza.
An introvert, Austin has been a low-profile Pentagon chief in comparison to some predecessors and peers, opting out of socializing with staff and reporters on foreign trips and rarely appearing on televised Sunday shows.
While Blinken and national security adviser Jake Sullivan have repeatedly taken to the airwaves or think tank events in recent weeks to tout the outgoing president's foreign policy record, Austin kept out of the spotlight.
But current and former aides say that Austin has taken on the Ukraine assistance mission in a personal way, "dialing for dollars" as he has placed rounds of calls to foreign counterparts to secure contributions as part of the Contact Group process.
In remarks to reporters after Thursday's talks, Austin said that nations providing arms to Ukraine represented "the arsenal of Ukrainian democracy" and a driver of global security.
Trump and his advisers have not said whether they will continue the Ukraine aid forum.
Ben Wallace, who served as British defense minister from 2019 to 2023, said the Ramstein grouping had enabled "a regular drumbeat of military support and dialogue with Ukrainian military leadership." Britain chaired several similar multinational meetings in support of Ukraine early in the war before the United States, with its far bigger military budget, took it over.
"The U.S. has maintained its leadership and influence, which of course will decline if the new president seeks to withdraw from Europe," Wallace said.
Khurshudyan reported from Kyiv.
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Americans worry about democracy -- particularly the 'representative' part
New polling shows that, given a slate of elements of democracy, Americans are least confident that elected leaders are reflecting their views.
By Philip Bump | 2025-01-09

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) conducts a ceremonial swearing-in of House members in Washington on Jan. 3. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Exit polling suggests that about a third of those who cast a vote in the 2024 presidential election viewed American democracy as the determining factor in whom they supported. Unsurprisingly, given repeated warnings from Democrats and others about Donald Trump's embrace of authoritarians and authoritarian tactics, those voters backed Vice President Kamala Harris by a 4 to 1 margin.
But it was never the case that only Democrats viewed democracy at risk. Polling regularly indicated that Republicans also saw democracy under threat -- in part because they accepted Trump's false claims about the 2020 presidential contest. If election results weren't trustworthy, how could democracy be? 
That Trump won in November hasn't fully assuaged Republicans' concerns (even though they are much more likely to accept the election results this time around). New data from Marist Poll shows that most Americans, nearly three-quarters, still believe that democracy faces a serious threat. Among Democrats, nearly 9 in 10 do. Among Republicans, the figure is still a majority, 6 in 10.




The pollsters drilled a bit deeper as well, asking respondents to evaluate whether they agreed that certain elements of strong democracies were working well in the United States. Most agreed to at least some extent that the right to nonviolent protest is working well in the country, for example.
In fact, majorities agreed that each of the presented elements of democracy was working well, except one: that elected leaders actually make decisions based on the views of the public.




This, of course, is at the heart of representative democracy: that we elect people to make decisions on our behalf. If most Americans disagree that this is working well, that's a threat to democracy in itself.
Now, this is in part a likely reflection of antipathy toward or skepticism about elected officials. People don't like members of Congress in general, though they're often positively inclined toward their own representatives. It's also the case that negative assessments of Congress and other politicians spread further and faster than positive ones.
It's also in part a reflection of the inability or unwillingness of politicians to do much of anything. The last Congress, for example, passed the fewest laws in decades. On a number of intractable issues -- immigration, access to firearms, the budget -- Congress hasn't taken action for years, despite strong public support at times.
Both Democrats and Republicans generally agree that elected leaders aren't acting in accordance with their views. But partisans differ on how well other parts of democracy are functioning. There's a 25-point gap between the parties on how well the separation of church and state is faring and double-digit gaps on the system of checks and balances and the idea that all Americans have access to the same opportunities. In each case, Democrats are more skeptical than Republicans.
There's an irony to these findings that is worth noting. Trump's approach to the presidency often involves acting with or without the consent of other branches of government. His team reportedly has 100 executive orders ready to go once he is sworn in later this month. He seeks to consolidate power in the executive branch at the expense of the legislative branch.
Many Americans, and particularly his supporters, see other elected leaders unwilling to get things done on their behalf. So perhaps they are willing to go along with Trump's approach -- one of the erosions of democracy that his critics warned about.
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Live updates: Trump readying close to 100 executive orders, Republican senator says
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and the new Congress.
By Meryl Kornfield, Sabrina Rodriguez, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Missy Ryan, Isabelle Khurshudyan, Maxine Joselow, Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck, Peter Hermann, Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas, Drew Harwell, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Paul Kane, Jeff Stein, Dylan Wells, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Jacob Bogage, Liz Goodwin, Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Aaron Blake | 2025-01-09
President-elect Donald Trump is preparing nearly 100 executive orders for when he returns to the White House on Jan. 20, a Republican senator said Thursday. Sen. Markwayne Mullin (R-Oklahoma), appearing on Fox News, said Trump relayed plans to take action on immigration and energy, among other issues, during a meeting with Republican senators in Washington on Wednesday night. Trump also urged Senate Republicans to stick together during the confirmation process for his Cabinet picks and discussed how to implement his early legislative agenda.
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Photos: Former president Jimmy Carter's long goodbye, from Georgia to D.C.
Jimmy Carter's casket has traveled from Georgia to Washington for his state funeral, giving crowds of mourners a chance to pay their respects to the former president.
By Kenneth Dickerman, Max Becherer | 2025-01-09
The flag-draped casket of former president Jimmy Carter embarked on its final journey Saturday in Americus, Georgia.
It began with former and active Secret Service agents placing the casket into a hearse at Phoebe Sumter Medical Center in Americus. The casket then went through Plains, Carter's hometown, on its way to the Carter Presidential Center in Atlanta, with a stop at the Georgia Capitol en route.
An arrival ceremony was followed by a service at the Carter Presidential Center, which comprises the Carter Center and the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum. Carter remained in repose there until 6 a.m. Tuesday for the public to pay respects.
The 39th president's casket was then flown by the presidential aircraft, named Special Air Mission 39 for this occasion, to Washington. A horse-drawn caisson transported the flag-draped casket along Constitution Avenue to the U.S. Capitol, where the former president lay state until Thursday morning.
Jimmy Carter was honored in Washington one last time Thursday, with a state funeral at Washington National Cathedral. After the funeral, Carter's body will be flown back to Georgia, where a century ago he became the first future president to be born in a hospital. He will be buried next to his wife, Rosalynn at their home in Plains.
All five living U.S. presidents attend Jimmy Carter's state funeral at Washington National Cathedral.

A military honor guard stands as Carter's flag-draped casket arrives Thursday at Washington National Cathedral. (Pete Kiehart for The Washington Post) 



Carter's hearse sits on the east side of the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)



Carter's body is carried out of the U.S. Capitol on Thursday after lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The former president lies in repose at the Capitol on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Jason Painter and his son Joseph, 6, drove from New Jersey to see Carter lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda on Wednesday. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)



President-elect Donald Trump and former first lady Melania Trump pay their respects Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Rebecca "Becky" Carter, the former president's daughter-in-law, talks with visitors at the lying in state Wednesday. (Allison Robbert)



Members of the public come to pay their respects Wednesday. (Allison Robbert)



Military body bearers carry Carter's casket into the Capitol Rotunda. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 



Francis Shin, who lives in Washington, holds an American flag as he waits in line to pay respects to Carter at the U.S. Capitol. (Pete Kiehart)



The flag-draped casket arrives at the Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



People pay their respects to Carter at the Capitol. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)



Carter lies in state at the Capital Rotunda on Tuesday. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)



The flag-draped casket arrives on a horse-drawn caisson at the Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



The procession passes the Capitol. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)



Navy cadets place Carter's flag-draped coffin on a funeral caisson in Washington. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post) 



The hearse carrying Carter's casket sits in front of the presidential plane operating as Special Air Mission 39 at Dobbins Air Reserve Base in Marietta, Georgia, on Tuesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 



The motorcade carrying Carter's body passes through Atlanta en route to Washington. (Kevin D. Liles for The Washington Post) 


Guards of honor stand watch as Carter's flag-draped casket lies in repose in Atlanta on Sunday and Monday.

Members of the joint services military honor guard stand next to the casket bearing Carter's remains at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum in Atlanta on Monday. (Alyssa Pointer/Pool/AP) 



A woman talks to a child as they pay their respects to Carter at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum on Monday. (Joe Raedle/Reuters)



Mourners grieve as they view the casket at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum on Sunday. (Alex Brandon/Pool/AP)



A mourner carries a picture of Carter as she pays her respects at the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum on Monday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


On Saturday, Carter's casket traveled in an official procession from Americus to Atlanta.

People walk past a window display in Plains bearing an image of Carter. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



Former and current Secret Service agents assigned to the Carter detail move the casket at Phoebe Sumter Medical Center in Americus on Saturday. (Alex Brandon/AP)



Members of the Carter family watch Secret Service agents move the flag-draped casket on Saturday. (Alex Brandon/AP)



A Secret Service agent walks with the hearse. (Alex Brandon/AP)



The hearse carrying the casket passes through Plains, Georgia, Carter's hometown. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 



People line up along the street before the casket leaves Phoebe Sumter Medical Center. (Alex Brandon/AP)



Residents line the street and wave flags as the hearse passes by in Plains. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)



The motorcade pauses Saturday in front of the Georgia Capitol in Atlanta. (Kevin D. Liles for The Washington Post)



People line the street to watch the motorcade in Atlanta. (Kevin D. Liles for The Washington Post)



Jack Carter (in glasses), the late president's son, greets Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens as Jason Carter, right, Jimmy Carter's grandson, greets Georgia first lady Marty Kemp in front of the state Capitol. (Kevin D. Liles for The Washington Post)



National Park Service employee Sam Peterson comforts volunteer Marilyn Cleveland as they watch a live feed of the funeral in Plains. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)
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Falsehoods around the L.A. fires are proliferating on the right
Anything to keep the realities of climate change from spreading.
By Philip Bump | 2025-01-09

A helicopter drops water on the burning Sunset Fire in the Hollywood Hills section of Los Angeles on Wednesday. (Ethan Swope/AP)


There is nothing political about the wildfires that have annihilated thousands of buildings around Los Angeles this week, with two exceptions.
The first is that California and Los Angeles are run by leaders from the Democratic Party, meaning that anything bad that happens in those places happened on their watch.
The second is that the conflagrations are in part a function of an unusually hot, dry period in the region -- precisely the sort of extreme that scientists who study climate change expect to be more common as the world warms. The world was probably warmer during 2024 than it has been at any point in recorded history. There's no real question that climate change contributed to what's happening in Los Angeles.
Over the past two decades, though, climate change has gone from a peripheral concern of scientists to a global problem to an issue that's viewed through the lens of political partisanship. Taking action to combat climate change enjoyed a brief moment of bipartisan support, a unity that collapsed as Republican politicians leaned into rhetoric (stoked by fossil fuel companies) that downplayed the risk and accused the left of seeking to restrict American freedom rather than carbon dioxide emissions.
The result by this point is that any declaration that the various examples of climate-change-linked disasters as being climate-change-linked is seen as a left-wing talking point. So the right, across its mouthpiece television channels and social media bubble, lines up for partisan warfare.
As is nearly always the case at this point, President-elect Donald Trump led the charge. In multiple social media posts, he accused California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) -- a longtime Republican foil -- of having failed to prevent or control the fires. He accused Newsom of declining to sign a "water restoration declaration" aimed at diverting water from Northern to Southern California. He said that there was "no water for fire hydrants, not firefighting planes," presumably meaning "or" rather than "not."
That line about the hydrants is, like many of the attacks that have unfolded over the past 24 hours, rooted in something real. Hydrants near some of the blazes that are ripping through neighborhoods around the city have failed to produce water. On CNN, an official with the Los Angeles Fire Department explained that this was because so much water had been pulled from local reservoirs that were intended to battle house fires, not wildfires. Other experts have noted that high demand can cause pressure in the system of hydrants to drop, making it harder to extract the water.
But this is a political fight, not a debate over resources and systems. So Trump and his allies cherry-pick things that are unrelated to the struggle to contain the flames and present them as the real reasons that houses are burning down, particularly if those unrelated things serve as indictments of other perceived elements of left-wing politics.
We should begin by noting that most of the criticisms -- about the hydrants or water diversion or the LAFD itself -- have nothing to do with why the fires erupted and spread so quickly. Instead, hurricane-force Santa Ana winds quickly spread small fires across areas that were unusually dry. Wildfires have long been a challenge in California; what's unfolding in Los Angeles is an overlap of factors that increase the risks of wildfires spreading.
So when actor James Woods, a prominent voice on right-wing social media, declares that the fires are because of "liberal idiots like Gavin Newsom and Karen Bass," saying one of them "doesn't understand the first thing about fire management and the other can't fill the water reservoirs," he is incorrect. For example -- and in contrast to Trump's claim about diverting water from Northern California that was aimed at agriculture, not firefighting -- reservoirs in Southern California are at or above historic levels. That's good news for firefighting aircraft that need the water to douse flames, except that those high winds prevented them from flying for several hours.
It doesn't matter, either, that Trump complained to Joe Rogan about California's wildfires shortly before the election. He made the same claims about water that he did this week (and that he has for years now). He also reiterated claims about the need to engage in the herculean task of raking dry leaves out of forests -- claims that are irrelevant to fires that have destroyed tightly packed residential areas.
It is also not the case that the LAFD was hampered by having donated a small amount of material to the country of Ukraine three years ago. Donald Trump Jr. shared this story with a harrumph, given that it sloppily loops another left-coded political issue into the fire discussion. But news reports about what was contributed make clear that it was a smattering of surplus gear and that not much was sent.
It's not the case that LAFD "prioritized DEI over saving lives and homes," as Trump aide Elon Musk wrote on Wednesday. "DEI," which stands for "diversity, equity and inclusion," is a recent target of the right. Referring to programs aimed at ensuring diverse representation within organizations, it has become a shorthand for the idea, popular on the pro-Trump right, that White people are being disadvantaged and discriminated against. By now, declarations like Musk's -- that non-White hires are necessarily less competent -- somehow land without raising eyebrows.
A photograph showing LAFD Chief Kristin M. Crowley alongside two other women was lifted up by prominent right-wing voices, including on Fox News, as evidence that the department's leadership was all women -- and therefore a function of diversity efforts.
Crowley worked her way over the ranks for the past 22 years, as her official biography explains. Most of the leaders of the LAFD, meanwhile, are men.
None of this has anything to do with the point. It is not the case that a small fire began in the hills above Los Angeles and a recently hired, incompetent firefighter was standing there spending 45 minutes trying to figure out how to work the hydrant -- her wrench having been dispatched to Kyiv -- before discovering that the only thing it produced was a note reading, "Thanks for the water. -- San Francisco." The hills were hot and dry and the winds were fierce and a small fire became multiple big ones very, very quickly.
That reality isn't going to get you many shares on social media or keep your cable news audience angry at your enemies, though. So the eye-rolling about "climate change" -- here we go again! -- becomes an effort for other explanations, however disconnected. It's 2020 election denialism wearing a different outfit.
Meanwhile, at least five people have died in the fires.
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Google donates $1 million to Trump's inaugural committee
Like other Silicon Valley behemoths, search and advertising giant has worked to make nice with the president-elect ahead of his second term. 
By Drew Harwell | 2025-01-09

Alphabet and Google CEO Sundar Pichai at a Senate artificial intelligence forum on Capitol Hill last year. (Elizabeth Frantz for The Washington Post) 


Google is donating $1 million to President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration, following other tech giants in supporting an administration that will shape the company's historic antitrust case.
Google will also live-stream the swearing-in ceremony on YouTube -- the second-most popular website in the world, behind Google itself -- and include a direct link on its homepage. Karan Bhatia, Google's global head of government affairs, said in a statement Thursday that the company is "pleased" to support Trump's inauguration.
Under President Joe Biden, the Justice Department has sought to force Google to sell off its Chrome browser and adopt other major changes to resolve what a federal court said was an illegal monopoly in online search.
But the Trump administration will make its own decisions on how to proceed, and Trump has more recently expressed some skepticism about the idea of breaking up the company, citing fears of ceding ground to tech giants in China.
Like other Silicon Valley behemoths, Google -- whose parent company Alphabet is worth more than $2 trillion -- has worked to make nice with Trump ahead of his second term. Google chief Sundar Pichai and founder Sergey Brin, who once said he was "deeply offended" by Trump's first election win, dined with the president-elect at Mar-a-Lago last month.
The Justice Department during the first Trump administration sued Google over antitrust concerns in 2020. After his first term ended, Trump himself sued the company in 2021, claiming his suspensions on YouTube and other platforms amounted to "blacklisting, banishing and canceling."
Last year, on his Truth Social platform, he said as president he would call to "criminally prosecute" the company "at the maximum levels" for "only revealing and displaying bad stories" about him.
Amazon, Meta, Uber, OpenAI chief Sam Altman and Apple chief Tim Cook have all given Trump's inaugural fund $1 million each.
Google and YouTube have promoted previous inaugural events. Google gave $285,000 to Trump's first inauguration and $337,500 to Biden's, including $52,500 in "security" services and $2,500 in "computer supplies."
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How Jimmy Carter's disdain for D.C. politics changed Washington
In a cynical time, Jimmy Carter spurned the establishment and attracted a generation of idealists.
By Marc Fisher | 2025-01-09

President Jimmy Carter waves to the crowd while walking with his wife, Rosalynn, and their daughter, Amy, along Pennsylvania Avenue after his inauguration on Jan. 20, 1977. (Suzanne Vlamis/AP)


Marcy Kaptur was on the streets of Chicago's Near Northwest section, fending off real estate developers and a mayor who aimed to raze a struggling neighborhood. Alexis Herman had been a social worker with Catholic Charities, trying to find jobs for poor people at a shipyard in Pascagoula, Mississippi.
Mary Elizabeth King was running a group designed to boost the paltry number of women in the top ranks of the federal government. And Joan Claybrook was one of Ralph Nader's Raiders, the cadre of lawyers and researchers around the country pushing for consumer protections.
In 1977, they and a few hundred idealistic, young, smart activists like them came to Washington to join Jimmy Carter's new administration -- an injection of outsiders into a White House that took pride in breaking out from the standard D.C. playbook. Suddenly, the government was salted with battalions of aides and agency chiefs who came not from Capitol Hill jobs or lobbying firms, but from the anti-Vietnam War and civil rights movements, environmentalist and feminist groups, and an array of other nonprofits.
In the aftermath of the Watergate scandal and Richard M. Nixon's disgracing of the White House, the country seemed cynical about government and all institutions of power. Along came Carter, the Democratic governor of Georgia who was allergic to lobbyists, disdainful of Washington's powerful social networks and adamant that government could be a force for good.
His idealistic aims didn't always produce results, and Carter, who died Dec. 29 at 100 years old, had to learn the hard way that in Washington, massaging people could be as important as having the facts on your side. But Carter's roster of ex-activists changed the face of government for his four years in office and, in some ways, for decades to come.
"All those other administrations, people go to dinner parties for 30 years and then get their big government job," said King, a veteran civil rights activist who had worked on anti-poverty programs in Georgia before being hired as Carter's deputy director of ACTION, the agency that ran volunteer programs such as the Peace Corps and VISTA.
"With Carter, people who viewed themselves as agents of social change just sensed that he was a completely different animal," she said. "The Carters were not themselves movement people; they didn't go to demonstrations. But they were tuned in to the injustices the movement was fighting."
Carter also saw in the activists a source of the knowledge that he valued more than political savvy.
"He's the engineer who became president," said Kai Bird, author of a recent biography, "The Outlier: The Unfinished Presidency of Jimmy Carter." "He valued expertise. He hired dozens of Ralph Nader acolytes because of their expertise on policy and their emphasis on making things work."
Carter "brought to Washington an idealism about clean government and about making government work," said Stuart Eizenstat, who as a young lawyer ran the new president's domestic policy shop. "It wasn't an express desire to have people without Washington experience, but we were really admonished by Carter to open up and bring in new people, and to include women, Blacks and Hispanics -- a young, bright, diverse staff. We really didn't want just an older group from the Hill."
For Kaptur, the transition at age 30 from inner-city Chicago urban planner and activist to White House urban policy adviser grew out of a spiritual foundation and political outlook she shared with Carter. Both had a faith-based desire to push back against developers and big-city politicians and instead invest in grassroots housing and jobs programs in struggling urban neighborhoods.
Carter's interest in investing in Black neighborhoods emerged from his Christianity and his childhood in a majority-Black town in Georgia; Kaptur had worked for a Catholic priest who ministered to poor urban communities and pushed banks to finance projects in low-income areas.
"I was certainly someone who came into the administration from a very different place," said Kaptur, who has been a Democratic congresswoman from Ohio for four decades -- a path she said "I could not have imagined if Carter hadn't seen me as the kind of person he wanted in government. To this day, every time I gavel my committee into session, I think, 'President Carter, this is for you.'"

Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) attends a news conference held by the Congressional Ukraine Caucus outside the Capitol on Jan. 31, 2023. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


But Kaptur, like other Carter alumni, said the president's good intentions often fell short of full achievement because "he was so preoccupied with the Arab oil embargo and the Iran hostage crisis. And I often felt like such a failure because again and again, the voice of the people got overwhelmed by the big-money interests."
Although administration alumni argue that Carter achieved far more than his failure to win reelection and his mediocre popularity ratings in the polls indicate, they concede that his disconnect with the Washington establishment -- including his preference for outsiders -- hindered his performance.
"The chemistry was never there," said Eizenstat, who wrote a history of the administration, "President Carter: The White House Years." "Carter could never satisfy the liberal wing of the party. He ran as an outsider, but when you're president, you're the ultimate insider.
"He tried to send a message by carrying his own luggage. He banned 'Hail to the Chief' for the first month, until we convinced him there's a certain majesty to the presidency. But the staff believed in him -- young, very idealistic people who worked 24/7 and got a lot done. They were crushed by his defeat."
Four years after Carter arrived as the clean, soft-spoken antidote to Nixon's dark cynicism, he was swept out of office by another Washington outsider, Ronald Reagan, who captivated Americans with the opposite promise: to get government out of people's lives and dismantle many of the initiatives Carter had fought for.
But although the rhetoric of limited government became a powerful trope in the post-Carter era, the generation of idealistic liberals who served in his administration remained an influential presence in Washington, serving for decades as the intellectual and political engine of much of Democratic politics.
"Maybe we were really hired as understudies," Kaptur said, "and now, through fate, we can really do something for our country."
During and after his presidency, Carter was widely criticized by historians and politicians for taking his outsider approach too far and alienating establishment figures who could have helped him achieve more of his goals.
It's true that "there was a cultural disconnect" between Carter and the Capitol Hill veterans, lobbyists and Washington lawyers who view themselves as the country's permanent power structure, Bird said.
"Carter had no experience with the Georgetown set," he said. "He more than once turned down invitations from Katharine Graham," then the publisher of The Washington Post and a strong believer in the power of social relationships to grease the wheels of government.
Still, Carter's biographers have concluded that the young idealists he seeded throughout the federal bureaucracy changed American life and the nation's role in the world by leading the deregulation of the airline and trucking industries, engineering diplomatic recognition of China, and emphasizing human rights in U.S. foreign policy.
"After Watergate, we were sort of the good guys," said Jay Beck, who came to the Carter White House from Georgia and has worked for decades since coordinating the Carter Center's relationship with alumni of the administration. "I spent the Watergate period screaming at the TV, and now, the feeling was 'Let's go tilt some windmills, let's do something good for the country.'"
Alexis Herman was 29, on a student trip in Europe on the night Carter was elected, and the headline she saw on a Paris newspaper the next morning has stuck with her: "Peanut Farmer Elected President."
This was not your standard-issue president, and that unusual pedigree led Herman, then working at an Atlanta campaign to place women of color in corporate jobs, to believe that she and other "ordinary people with practical backgrounds" had roles to play in the new administration.

Former labor secretary Alexis Herman, seen with Secretary of State Colin Powell, attends a dinner at the White House during George W. Bush's presidency. (Susan Biddle/The Washington Post)


Appointed head of the Women's Bureau, an office in the Labor Department that develops policies on behalf of working women, Herman found plenty of conflict on a staff that included both outsiders eager to change the world and people from more traditional places -- Hill staffers, Washington lawyers, even some lobbyists.
"There was tension: We thought we were representing the people and they thought they knew what was going on and how to make things happen," Herman said.
The result was an array of ambitious plans to push American society to be greener, more equitable and more focused on the needs of people who felt disconnected from their government.
"Having people like us in the administration had a big impact on the kinds of policy initiatives Carter embraced," Herman said.
But many of those initiatives didn't get very far, in part because of Carter's disdain for the way Washington worked, said Claybrook, who served as Carter's head of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration after years of working on auto safety issues with Nader.
"Carter really intensely disliked the lobbying crowd, all the White men who manipulated the government, the people who believed the way you get things done is you trade a railroad for an airport," said Claybrook, who went on to run Nader's Public Citizen organization for 26 years after Carter's term. "Carter would have none of that."
Claybrook said she got her job because the president "requested that a number of his appointees be women." She said she and many other outsiders in the administration adopted a more flexible approach than Carter's, engaging members of Congress and building relationships that could lead to deals.
Although the rift between insiders and outsiders was real, the outsiders often helped one another push through their priorities, Claybrook said. She recalled asking everyone at a White House staff meeting on regulatory issues to introduce themselves, and listening with pride as "three-quarters of the people turned out to have worked for Ralph and his public interest research groups."
Even when veteran activists combined forces with Washington insiders, Carter's staffers were often stymied in their drive to push through major changes. But many of those same people stayed on in Washington after the loss to Reagan, now from perches at think tanks, foundations and other nongovernment organizations.
Claybrook, for example, kept working at Public Citizen and finally helped win requirements during the Reagan years for air bags and mandatory seat-belt use.
"After Reagan came in, a lot of us went into public interest jobs and exercised great oversight and got good things done," she said.
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Republicans won the election's influencer race. Democrats want to catch up. 
While both parties stepped up their work with creators this cycle, many agree that Donald Trump's effort helped him make key inroads with young voters, particularly young men. 
By Dylan Wells | 2025-01-09

Supporters of Donald Trump check results during an election night watch party in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Nov. 5. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Less than a month before the election, Donald Trump appeared on the comedy podcast "Flagrant," where he discussed topics both informal -- making his son clean up after a party at Trump Tower -- and more serious: the assassination attempt against him in Pennsylvania.
Seated on a gray couch, he mused about his mother, bragged about his children and discussed abortion policy for nearly an hour and a half. Noting how he was taking time away from more traditional campaigning to speak on the show, Trump declared, "It's a whole new different way of getting the word out."
The interview was one of many lengthy sit-downs during the closing months of the campaign that Trump granted with content creators -- a growing group of podcasters, TikTokers, vloggers and others who feed a $250 billion industry. Trump discussed his favorite musicians and did his signature dance with streamer Adin Ross, brought pranksters the Nelk Boys aboard Trump Force One, and delayed a swing state rally to chat with Joe Rogan for nearly three hours.
"It's entertainment, but it's also very serious," Trump said of "Flagrant." "If it was just funny stuff, you wouldn't have the success you've got, to be honest with you. It's nice to intersperse it."
While both Democrats and Republicans stepped up their work with creators this cycle, hoping to reach voters who don't follow more traditional media, many analysts and politicos agree that Trump's more aggressive effort helped him make inroads with young voters, particularly young men. Men ages 18 to 29 backed Trump 49 to 48 percent in 2024, while in 2020 they favored Joe Biden 52 to 41 percent, according to exit polling. Some said Republicans did a better job of blending cultural and political material in their work with influencers, and that Democratic efforts at times came across as less authentic, with content that was overly produced or scripted -- the opposite of the desired outcome from content intended to show the candidate's more personal side.
"Democrats are, in general, way more careful, way more deliberate about the places that we choose to go. But the reality is that in this media environment, you can reach the political people if you want, but that's not going to be enough to swing the election," said popular progressive YouTuber and podcast host Brian Tyler Cohen. "If you're looking to persuade voters, you have to get out there in culture, in sports, and we've ceded that ground to the right. ... We do have to, like, reclaim a lot of this space otherwise, otherwise we're not going to be able to win."
The Democratic grappling over if, how and why their influencer work failed to connect coincides with demographic shifts as the Democratic Party has increasingly become viewed by some voters as the party of the upper class and college educated. Some in the party acknowledge they were caught flat-footed this cycle due to an incorrect assumption that, thanks to Democrats' strength with young voters and historical early adaptation to digital campaigning, they dominated the online campaign.
Young voters historically vote blue, but they backed Vice President Kamala Harris over Trump by just four points -- a sharp drop from Biden's 25-point lead over Trump in 2020, according to Tufts University's nonpartisan Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement.
Around a fifth of U.S. adults -- and 37 percent of adults ages 18 to 29 -- say they regularly get news from influencers on social media, according to a November Pew Research Center survey. Both parties spent millions on a wide range of projects, such as message placement with hyper-local microinfluencers and paying creators to post positive content. Influencers who make a living off their personal brand also decided to weigh in in the political sphere.
Harris's campaign had momentum on TikTok, Instagram and X after the Democratic National Convention in August, but that shifted after her debate with Trump in September, according to Magda Muszynska Chafitz, senior director of research at People First, an influencer agency that works with liberal causes and worked with the Harris campaign. Even though Harris was widely regarded as the winner of the debate, the number of posts supporting Trump took off then, and Harris never regained a lead. Trump-supportive content increased again after his appearance on Rogan's podcast, according to People First's tracking of posts on TikTok, Instagram, X, Reddit and Facebook. The group's research also found nearly three times the level of engagement -- measuring comments and likes -- under TikToks supporting Trump compared to those supporting Harris.
"Even though the [Harris] campaign invited influencers to her event, the content posts felt more polished, more produced, more edited," she said. In a recent presentation on influencer lessons from the election, she argued that "Harris's team ultimately failed to embrace direct/authentic engagement by treating creators as 'media outlets' instead of partners."
The Harris campaign declined to comment on the criticism of  its creator effort.

Posters of Vice President Kamala Harris urging people to vote for her on Election Day in Charlotte on Nov. 4. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


In contrast, Chafitz said, sensational short clips of Trump -- such as video of him serving food at a McDonalds -- epitomized the type of content that people expect on social media platforms. The campaign "embraced influencers as crucial allies, offering them exclusive experiences and access that fostered genuine advocacy, enhancing their connection with his message and followers," she said.
"The content that the Trump campaign put out on TikTok felt more cultural than it did political. And I think that's where one of their strengths was," said Rachel Janfaza, a Gen Z political analyst and founder of the nonpartisan political newsletter the Up and Up, that is both aimed at a Gen Z audience and covers Gen Z news. She pointed to Trump's broader effort to appear on male-centric podcasts and banter with hosts discussing sports and pop culture. In contrast, she said, Democratic content often felt more "curated" and at times failed to pass young viewers' sniff test.
Gen Z, which includes people born between 1997 and 2012, values authenticity, with studies showing the generation favors transparency and seemingly unfiltered and realistic content, which drives many top creators today. Some Democrats noted that online trends should have been read as warning signs that their message wasn't breaking through -- even if they were not explicitly political.
"We see the rise of some of these trends -- skinny is in, trad wives are in and some of these trends that point toward some of these more conservative values and viewpoints, and it didn't seem like we were ringing any alarms at seeing these things happen at scale," said Annie Wu Henry, a Democratic digital strategist who has worked extensively in the creator space. "They were cultural indicators of where many people, who maybe do not look at themselves as political, find themselves on the spectrum."
"You can't change culture in 106 or 107 days. You can't even change culture in six months, and especially when Donald Trump has been building his following and his brand and in this political space and this momentum for eight years, and then before that was obviously a public figure that had a brand," she added.
Conservatives in the influencer field say that their emphasis on creating less-explicitly-political, cultural-coded content came as a result of typical pop culture stalwarts not backing their politics.
CJ Pearson, a Gen Z creator and conservative activist, argued that the GOP influencer ecosystem was built out of necessity because traditional celebrities were not aligned with the party.
"Conservatives had to come to terms with the fact that Hollywood would never reflect our values or our ideals. We just had to deal with that. And so what we decided to do was to create our own celebrities," he said.
Pearson, a former Georgia state House candidate who sued the governor in attempt to overturn Biden's win in 2020, recently founded Influence America to focus on incubating the next generation of GOP influencers, with an eye toward women and minorities.
"There obviously are certain demographics of which conservatives need to make advancements with. ... We need ambassadors to speak to those specific groups of people," said Pearson, who is Black. "We can create a movement that just isn't turning out Gen Z or changing the hearts and minds of Generation Z, but is actually reaching Generation Alpha, which is the next frontier."
Republicans say it was hard to get buy-in on working with content creators before the election, but after Trump's win, things have changed.
"It was pulling teeth through Election Day to get Republicans to understand that you actually -- this is a far better [return on investment] in talking to the electorate than anything else you can do," said Stephen Aaron, who worked on an effort to blend culture and political content to reach lower-propensity voters to turn out for Republicans. To do so, he worked with gun owners, hunters, veterans, fisherman, farmers, ranchers and people in the home-school community.

Supporters wait as Donald Trump and his wife, Melania Trump, visit his campaign headquarters in West Palm Beach on Nov. 5. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Following Trump's win, Aaron said the organization Vote 4 America is now meeting with freshly interested Republican members of Congress to teach them how to engage with creators and persuade them to do long, unscripted interviews with podcasters.
Democrats are also launching new efforts in hopes of building up their creator ecosystem to mirror content models on the right, as they piece together areas where they may have fallen short.
"There seems to be a large degree of gatekeeping among people at the people on the left, and that has some detrimental effects," added Cohen, who has previously interviewed party leaders including Harris and Biden. "We have the better message. We just have to make sure that people hear it at this point, and there has to be more of an openness on the left to go into places that aren't necessarily safe, that aren't necessarily comfortable."
Cohen is part of a group of influencers that in the days after the election launched Chorus, a new collective intended to give creators more support and autonomy to advocate for Democratic causes and policies. The effort, one of many Democratic projects that have come together since Trump's win, is intended to serve as an incubator for creators, to connect them with resources like editors, bookers and researchers. The group plans to hold daily editorial calls -- reminiscent of traditional newsrooms -- so creators are united in focusing on the same issues in hopes of better breaking through with voters.
Time "was spent doing things people think they should do with influencers, like [taking] them somewhere, putting on something fancy for them. [But] what they really need is underwriting and financial support," said Josh Cook, president of Good Influence, a firm that connects creators to progressive campaigns and causes and helped launch Chorus. Cook compared the effort to how NPR or PBS are underwritten by sources such as corporate sponsorships, grants, pledge drives and congressional appropriations in contrast to the freelance, gig-economy-style typically involved in creator work.
"The right has done a much better job of just putting the money into the hands and entities around these effective voices and helping them scale by supporting their work," he said.
Republicans "let their best advocates online just be themselves without a ton of direction. They'll support them for sure, but it's much less rigid," Cook argued. "Can you imagine asking the Nelk Boys to A/B test what they're talking about that day when they're making fun of Democrats? That's not how they work."
"We've been playing with an arm tied behind our back on the high-minded mountain of principles, and that's a mistake," he said.
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Is this AOC's moment?
Democrats are split on Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), but some say they'll need her cooperation to help take back the House.
By Leigh Ann Caldwell, Paul Kane | 2025-01-09

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) attends a vote for House speaker on the first day of the 119th Congress on Jan. 3. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post) 


When Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) met with key Democrats last month to make her case to lead a committee that will be critical in countering President-elect Donald Trump, she faced sharp questions from members of her party.
As Ocasio-Cortez lobbied the powerful Steering Committee that decides panel assignments, Rep. Linda T. Sanchez (D-California) pressed her on her past decisions to endorse primary challengers against Democratic incumbents. Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), one of the incumbents Ocasio-Cortez tried to defeat, followed up by asking why Democrats should elevate her given her previous animosity toward her less liberal colleagues, according to two people who attended the meeting but spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a private gathering.
Ocasio-Cortez, 35, didn't apologize as she made her case to become the top Democrat on the high-profile House Oversight Committee. She did, however, tell her colleagues that she had "matured" and understood that a leadership role required additional responsibilities to support the whole caucus. She promised not to try defeating her colleagues. She's a team player now and will help them win, she said, according to the two meeting attendees.
Ocasio-Cortez, who is among the most well-known Democrats and boasts a large and loyal following, has struggled to leverage her national prominence inside the halls of Congress. Some lawmakers are still resentful of her past divisive tactics while others harbor jealousy of the attention she receives, according to Democrats who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe party dynamics. But with the 119th Republican-led Congress gaveled in and Trump headed back to the White House this month, Democrats say it's possible that Ocasio-Cortez, a common Republican foil, can leverage her national influence to become a leader in the party if she continues to build goodwill inside the Capitol.
"I think she's proven to be really effective -- just with her own megaphone," said Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Washington), former chairwoman of the Congressional Progressive Caucus and mentor to Ocasio-Cortez. "Now the question is, can she bring that into the party ... in a bigger way?"

Ocasio-Cortez speaks during a House Oversight Committee hearing on Sept. 28, 2023. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


Ocasio-Cortez and her office declined to comment.
She is widely considered one of the most effective communicators in Congress, and she will continue to try to help working-class Americans -- a group Vice President Kamala Harris struggled to sway during the presidential campaign. She plans to double down on her effort to reach disaffected voters and fight for those whom she sees as being hurt by Trump's economic agenda, a person close to Ocasio-Cortez said.
But not all Democrats are bought in, skeptical that her brand is the right one. Some said Ocasio-Cortez puts her own interests before those of the party. Others view some of her stances, including those on immigration and defunding the police, as damaging to Democrats and blame her for pushing policy positions that alienate moderate voters.
The next phase of Ocasio-Cortez's career -- which many expect could include her running for Senate, governor or even president -- will depend on whether she can harness her star power and massive social media following to achieve political goals, lawmakers and aides say. While she is able to attract liberal fans and supporters online and at political events, she is now embracing the importance of building Democratic coalitions with people she works with every day.
In the vote for who should lead the Oversight Committee, 131 of 215 House Democrats backed her opponent, Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), a well-liked 74-year-old in his eighth term who is battling esophageal cancer, even as the party has been clamoring for a new generation of leaders. The result underscored the work Ocasio-Cortez has before her to build support.
"She has not shown that she is in this to lead from a place of the majority and to talk to people across the country who have very different politics and who really disagree with her," said one Democratic member from a battleground district, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk freely. "I think we need leaders who are willing to bring us together, rather than drive further divisions in our party right now."
Yet, Ocasio-Cortez's allies said a third-term lawmaker winning the support of about a third of a caucus that is often beholden to seniority is impressive. It reflects that she has forged relationships with lawmakers outside the "Squad," a group of six young, left-leaning members of color that includes Ocasio-Cortez who are ideologically and tactically aligned.
In the lead-up to the vote on who would head the Oversight Committee, Ocasio-Cortez spent much of December working to convince her colleagues that she is a team player. She called individual members and met with different factions -- including moderate Democrats who are skeptical of her -- to lay out her priorities in the role.

Ocasio-Cortez and Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Massachusetts), right, hold a news conference in 2019 to unveil their Green New Deal resolution. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


"What I have seen about her is her ability to grow, her ability to listen, her ability to take in advice that me and others have provided her," said Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez (D-New York), who has been a close confidante and mentor to Ocasio-Cortez. "In our caucus meetings, you see a serious, passionate woman who cares deeply about our country and the working class."
But some Democrats still distrust Ocasio-Cortez after she previously called for primaries against her colleagues, including members of leadership, to elect more far-left Democrats. Ocasio-Cortez's efforts targeted Reps. Hakeem Jeffries of New York, committee leader Richard E. Neal of Massachusetts in the 2020 cycle, and former congressman Sean Patrick Maloney of New York in the 2022 midterms. Maloney, who chaired the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee at the time, won his primary but lost to a Republican in the general election.
When pressed last month by Cuellar and Sanchez, Ocasio-Cortez said she did what she thought was right at the time, a person familiar with the interactions said. Now, she told the group, she is committed to helping all of her colleagues win in tough districts, including the moderates, and is focused on helping Democrats win back the majority in the House, according to the person.
"She has been a lot more involved, more of a team player, which is why I think the caucus is giving her a second look," said one Democratic House member who is friendly with Ocasio-Cortez but also understands some of their colleagues' concerns. That member spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly.

Ocasio-Cortez stands with supporters during a Get Out the Vote rally on Feb. 12, 2022, in San Antonio. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Ocasio-Cortez's allies say she can help Democrats win back the House because she knows how and where to reach voters -- specifically those with whom the party has lost touch, exacerbated by a fractured media environment. In 2024, when Trump did 21 percentage points better in Queens -- parts of which are in her congressional district -- than he did in 2020, she was praised for engaging with voters on social media to ask why they voted for him.
Still, Ocasio-Cortez remains a favorite Republican target, which is one of the reasons some Democrats see her as a political liability. After she lost the Oversight Committee role to Connolly, Trump, seemingly gloating over her defeat, mockingly encouraged her to "keep trying."
She has long frustrated some Democrats, especially leadership, by rejecting the party's agenda. In 2021, she voted against one of President Joe Biden's signature pieces of legislation, the bipartisan infrastructure bill, because she said it didn't go far enough on the green economy.
But last year, as the war in Gaza divided the Democratic Party and pro-Israel political groups spent millions to defeat liberals in the November elections, Ocasio-Cortez split from her like-minded Squad. She voted "present" on funding for Israel's Iron Dome defense system and for a Republican resolution defining antisemitism that many Democrats considered politically risky to vote against. Some Democrats took those votes as a sign that she is thinking more broadly about the position of the party.
As Democrats examine their electoral losses and prepare for a Republican-controlled Washington, Ocasio-Cortez has tried to direct her party's attention back to working people, arguing that they allowed Trump to own the populist movement that led to his victory. She has said it was a mistake that Harris spent the last weeks of her campaign appealing to Republican voters with former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) by her side.

Ocasio-Cortez speaks to UPS workers in Queens on July 7, 2023. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP/Getty Images)


But some Democrats, in turn, point to Ocasio-Cortez's past stances on Israel, border security and police funding, which they say alienated moderate voters and led to Republican attack ads.
Her recent appearance at a virtual meeting of the New York chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America annoyed some Democrats, who worried about being labeled socialists because of her involvement. And for much of her six-year political career, she has refused to contribute to the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, or DCCC, which helps Democrats in swing districts get reelected. Ocasio-Cortez paid $260,000 to the DCCC for the first time in April.
Before running for the spot on the Oversight Committee, Democratic leaders encouraged Ocasio-Cortez to consider how losing might affect her career. When that played out, they watched her response to see whether she would resort to being divisive or keep her word about helping her colleagues. Hours after her defeat, Ocasio-Cortez called Rep. Suzan DelBene (Washington), the head of the DCCC, to commit to paying her full dues for the 2026 election cycle, a move her colleagues welcomed.
She also recently campaigned for Rep. Pat Ryan, her moderate New York colleague, attended 30 events for Harris during the presidential campaign, and spoke to an enthusiastic and packed crowd at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Her speech was more supportive of the party than one she gave during the 2020 convention.
This week, Ocasio-Cortez won a seat on the House Energy Committee, a sort of consolation prize for those actions, even though she was told by leadership that she probably wouldn't get the spot if she lost her bid to lead the Oversight Committee. The last time she tried to join the Energy Committee after her first term, she leaned on her social media following and work on the Green New Deal instead of lobbying for votes. She didn't get the spot. Awarding her the seat is a big boost of confidence from House Democratic leadership in Ocasio-Cortez; but still, some Democrats have grumbled that she was given the position.
Ocasio-Cortez's relationship with Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California) has also become less antagonistic after years of tension, stemming from when the freshman lawmaker joined a climate protest in the former House speaker's office.

Ocasio-Cortez speaks with Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California) on the House floor in November 2022. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


"I've never had anything but respect for her," Pelosi said in an interview last month. "She's always been an operational, respected member. She always has been. I've admired her from that standpoint."
Pelosi still backed Connolly, her longtime friend and colleague, over Ocasio-Cortez for the Oversight Committee leadership spot. But other Democrats, including another who backed Connolly, had messages of encouragement for Ocasio-Cortez after the vote.
"She's very impressive. She's very talented. I hope she'll keep at it," Rep. Scott Peters (D-California) said.
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He vowed to be Venezuela's president -- and he's seeking U.S. support 
Edmundo Gonzalez, recognized by the U.S. as Venezuela's president-elect, is on a mission to bolster global support before autocrat Nicolas Maduro is sworn in this week.
By Maria Luisa Paul | 2025-01-09

Venezuelan opposition leader Edmundo Gonzalez meets with President Joe Biden at the White House on Monday. (Edmundo Gonzalez/X/Reuters)


Yellow-blue-and-red flags brightened Washington's snow-blanketed streets Monday as scores of Venezuelans gathered in the winter chill. Some shivered and blew hot air into their hands. Others danced to music blasting from a speaker. They were waiting to catch a glimpse of Edmundo Gonzalez, the exiled opposition leader recognized by the United States and several countries as Venezuela's president-elect.
"I've never been this cold," said Osmil Bello, a native of Maracaibo, where temperatures typically don't drop below 80 degrees. "Pero estoy mas animado que paila de gallitos" -- "But I'm more excited than a bucket of popcorn" -- Bello, with tears in his eyes, told relatives over FaceTime.
Gonzalez's visit to the U.S. capital marked the third stop on an international tour aimed at rallying support against President Nicolas Maduro's authoritarian grip on power -- which has tightened since the presidential election in July that international observers said was marred by irregularities.

Gonzalez supporters gather Monday outside the Washington headquarters of the Organization of American States. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


Precinct-level tally sheets obtained by the opposition and international monitors showed a landslide victory for Gonzalez. According to a Washington Post review of a sample representing nearly 80 percent of the nation's voting machines, the soft-spoken diplomat probably won twice as many votes as his opponent. Maduro -- who refused to publicly release official vote tallies, despite doing so in past elections, and controls all of the country's key institutions -- declared himself the winner of a third term. He has vowed to be sworn in Friday.
But Gonzalez -- who in September fled to Spain under threat of imminent arrest -- has promised that he will be the one who is inaugurated Friday. "By any means necessary, I will be there," he told reporters in Argentina, the first stop on his tour.
It remains unclear how Gonzalez plans to enter a country where the government has placed a $100,000 bounty on his head and plastered airports and some streets with wanted posters bearing his face. But his cause has garnered support from lawmakers and leaders across Argentina, Ecuador, Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru, Panama, the Dominican Republic and the United States.
While some Venezuelans have pinned their hopes on an 11th-hour reversal, Enderson Sequera, strategic director for the Venezuela-based political analysis firm Politiks, said the most likely scenario is that Maduro will push ahead with his inauguration Friday.
Maduro's hold on power has been bolstered by a global web of autocracies -- Russia, Cuba and Iran chief among them -- that funnel resources and intelligence to keep his regime afloat, The Post has reported. Breaking that grip, Sequera said, will require a strategic blend of international and domestic pressure, as well as a rupture within the country's armed forces.
Without "firm, decisive and convincing support from the international community," Sequera warned, any transition to democracy will remain elusive. "That's why Gonzalez's international tour is so critical," he added. "He needs the democracies of the world to counter Maduro's autocratic allies."
The United States, Sequera said, could play a pivotal role.
"On one hand, the country could offer a 'carrot,' such as dropping the arrest warrants for key government figures as to make leaving power less risky," he said. "On the other hand, the United States could wield the stick and apply pressure come January 10 if, as everything suggests, Maduro is sworn in."

Gonzalez and Biden meet at the White House. ("Edmundo Gonzalez" via X/via REUTERS)


On Monday, the Venezuelan opposition leader and his entourage met with President Joe Biden, who called Gonzalez the "true winner" of the election. After the men talked for about 45 minutes at the White House, Gonzalez told reporters that Biden's "commitment to a peaceful and orderly transition in Venezuela is intact."
A White House statement after the meeting referred to Gonzalez as Venezuela's president-elect and said Biden would be closely following the planned opposition protests the day before the inauguration. The statement stopped short of promising any new carrots or sticks.
In a statement on Gonzalez's meeting, the Venezuelan government accused the "decrepit ... defeated and outgoing" Biden administration of a "flagrant violation of international law and a crude attempt to perpetuate imperialist interference in Latin America."
A State Department spokesperson told The Post on Wednesday: "Any claims of U.S. involvement in a plot to overthrow Maduro are categorically false. The United States continues to support a democratic solution to the political crisis in Venezuela." The spokesperson also denied reports of further sanctions, saying that "as a general matter, we do not preview potential sanctions actions."
Later Monday, Gonzalez visited the Organization of American States, where he met with Secretary General Luis Almagro after an all-ambassador meeting was canceled because of inclement weather.

Gonzalez supporters holding signs addressing him as "President" gather outside the Organization of American States on Monday. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


Outside the OAS headquarters in Washington, scores of Venezuelans waited to see the man many consider "our last hope for democracy, and my last chance to return home," as Wildeljhon Garcia, 31, put it while shivering in his black hoodie. Garcia, a member of the city's burgeoning cohort of moped delivery drivers, moved to the capital six months ago. This was his first time seeing snow.
"I fell twice in my back coming here," Garcia said, pointing to a bruise on his hand. Why did he still make the trek to the OAS? "I just -- I love my country," he said, tearing up.
Some had traveled from far and wide, by plane and by car -- like Vanesa Chacon and her husband, Ender Gil, who flew in from Charleston, South Carolina, in the middle of a winter storm.
"This is us putting our little grain of sand, our contribution to the fight for democracy," Chacon said as snowflakes piled on top of the suitcase they had brought from the airport.

Vanesa Chacon and Ender Gil traveled to Washington from Charleston, South Carolina, to see Edmundo Gonzalez during his visit to the capital on Monday. (Maria Luisa Paul/TWP)


A chorus of "Freedom!" broke out, while others shouted "President!" as Gonzalez thanked his countrymen for braving the freezing temperatures. His remarks were kept short as he was rapidly wheeled to his next meeting, at the Capitol with Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Florida), who has been tapped as Donald Trump's national security adviser.
Meeting with members of the incoming Trump administration is "absolutely crucial," Sequera said, given that Biden's time in office is growing short. Trump's choices for foreign policy positions -- such as Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida) for secretary of state and Waltz -- have historically taken a hard stance against the Venezuelan government and called for tougher measures against Maduro.
"And that is already a huge plus for Gonzalez," Sequera said. But the issue of immigration, on which Trump campaigned extensively, could be a hurdle, he added. Maduro has expressed a willingness to work with Trump immediately on an agreement focused on migration issues, including allowing deportation flights of Venezuelans, The Post previously reported.
The incoming Trump administration will also have to contend with the shadow of its failed attempt to oust Maduro in 2019. That year, the United States and dozens of other nations refused to recognize Maduro's questionable win in the 2018 presidential election. Instead, they recognized opposition leader Juan Guaido -- then head of Venezuela's National Assembly -- as the country's interim president, on the reasoning that he was now the highest-ranking democratically elected official. Despite having the international community's backing, Guaido's efforts concluded with fizzling support and a military uprising that failed to materialize.
And though Venezuela once again faces dueling claims of victory, Sequera said, the situation has some important differences. Chief among them is Gonzalez's legitimacy. "Guaido's claim to power was a constitutional maneuver, while Gonzalez's is the fact that 8 million Venezuelans voted for him," Sequera said. "And on the domestic front, in 2020 we had a pandemic that prevented mass mobilizations that could have pressured the government."
It's unclear how the Trump administration will approach Venezuela. Among officials who served in the last Trump administration, which imposed some of the harshest sanctions in U.S. history on Venezuela, concern has grown that the severe economic penalties levied by the United States helped drive a sharp increase in migration from the country, The Post previously reported.
A spokesperson for Trump did not immediately respond to a Post request for comment.
On Tuesday, Gonzalez met with a large group of Republican members of Congress, including Sens. Rick Scott of Florida, Pete Ricketts of Nebraska and Bill Cassidy of Louisiana; seven representatives from Florida; and House Speaker Mike Johnson (Louisiana).
But Gonzalez's Washington visit became unsettled after an armed group in Caracas kidnapped his son-in-law while he was dropping his two children off at school. The disappearance, human rights groups said, followed the government practice of detaining its opponents, often without arrest warrants.
In a joint statement, Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) and a slew of colleagues from across the aisle condemned the kidnapping and said it "appears to be a part of a clear pattern of steps to intimidate Gonzalez from returning to Venezuela to accept the mandate of Venezuelan voters."
"My son in law has still not appeared, this is a forced disappearance," Gonzalez, who has since arrived in Panama, wrote on X late Tuesday evening. "For all those kidnapped, missing, tortured, this fight is also for you."
Throughout Tuesday evening -- two days ahead of the protests that opposition politicians called against Maduro -- human right groups recorded dozens of disappearances throughout the country, including those of journalist and human rights advocate Carlos Correa, presidential candidate Enrique Marquez and activists and political organizers.

A woman waves a Venezuelan flag while awaiting Gonzalez's arrival at a Wednesday meeting with Venezuelan citizens at the Atlapa Convention Center in Panama City. (Arnulfo Franco/AFP/Getty Images)


On Wednesday, hundreds of yellow-blue-and-red flags once again appeared -- this time, in Panama. Gonzalez was received by President Jose Raul Mulino, as well as other Latin American leaders and a group of former presidents who said they are willing to accompany Gonzalez to Venezuela for his inauguration.
"I'll tell you in advance that there is a big surprise that will shake the continent," Panama Foreign Minister Javier Martinez-Acha Vasquez told reporters. "Don't ask me what surprise because otherwise it wouldn't be a surprise anymore."
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After Trump visit, Republicans still divided on tax and border security plan
House and Senate Republicans are split on how to advance Donald Trump's agenda and hoped the president-elect would give Congress marching orders. 
By Jacob Bogage, Liz Goodwin, Dylan Wells | 2025-01-09

President-elect Donald Trump departs with Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) after a meeting with Senate Republicans on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Senate Republicans emerged from a closed-door meeting with President-elect Donald Trump on Wednesday night no closer to a plan to implement Trump's campaign promises on border security, energy production and tax cuts, lawmakers said, as the GOP tries to keep an internal dispute from derailing Trump's early agenda.
With unified control of Washington, Trump and Republicans can route legislation around procedural obstacles and head off a Senate filibuster, giving them sweeping ability to remake much of the U.S. economy and federal government. But narrow margins, especially in the House, mean they can't afford to lose GOP votes along the way.
House Republicans have worked for months on plans to package all of Trump's priorities into a single, massive legislative package. The Senate GOP prefers splitting the proposals into two measures to chalk up an early Trump win on national security and energy production before moving into more complicated debates over taxes and spending.
Trump arrived in Washington on Wednesday ostensibly to mediate the dispute and give congressional Republicans direction. But in the meeting, multiple senators, including Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), pressed Trump to adopt the two-bill approach, and Trump repeatedly responded that he backed the request from House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) for one but remained open-minded.
The result, lawmakers said, was a meeting that was mostly a question-and-answer session to fete the president-elect, who told reporters afterward that either legislative approach worked for him.
"Whether it's one bill or two bills, it's going to get done one way or the other. I think there's a lot of talk about two, and there's a lot of talk about one, but it doesn't matter. The end result is the same," Trump said.
Trump campaigned on a promise of mass deportation of unauthorized immigrants, a border security crackdown, new defense spending and extending his multitrillion-dollar 2017 tax cuts with new breaks for big businesses and individuals. Those policies could be very costly, and many GOP budget watchdogs favor pairing those policies with deep cuts to the federal government.

Then-presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks to journalists at the U.S.-Mexico border in Montezuma Pass, Arizona, in August. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


But internal Republican battles over the nation's borrowing limit, which the government is set to hit this spring, and annual spending caps have clouded the path for the GOP.
House Republicans met earlier in the day to formulate plans for their one-bill approach. The GOP's thin majority in the lower chamber means a small group of dissenters could shatter the consensus needed to pass the bill. House leadership has tried to impress the gravity of their narrow margins upon Trump and the Senate, but with limited success.
"The House Republican Conference is broad and wide, over 200 people with lots of different opinions and dynamics in their districts at home," Johnson said Wednesday afternoon. "You've got to take that into account, and we will. And so I think if you put all the measures into one package, it increases greatly the probability of us achieving all of those objectives. And that's why we've been focused on the one-bill strategy."
But Johnson signaled after that gathering that congressional Republicans were still a distance away from finalizing their approach.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) during a congressional joint session on Monday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"This is two chambers deciding the best sequence of events," he said, "and we'll get to perfect alignment here in the next couple of days."
In the Senate, Thune, Budget Chair Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) all argued that the Senate should take up and quickly pass a narrower bill that would include more than $100 billion in border security funding to deliver Trump a quick win on a core campaign promise, according to Sen. John Hoeven (R-North Dakota).
Hoeven told Trump he believes lawmakers should set up a "horse race" between the two chambers -- allowing the Senate to work on the border bill while the House toils away on the one "big, beautiful bill" Trump has asked for.
"It doesn't have to be a mutually exclusive process," Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) said.
Trump added that he wanted the Republican conference to stick together on his nominees, a handful of whom have drawn concern from more moderate GOP senators. He also brought up his desire for Greenland to join the United States, according to several lawmakers, and his plan to pressure Canada with tariffs.
Donald Trump Jr. went to Greenland this week in his personal capacity to promote his business interests.
"Greenland, if you look at the people, we got applause when we landed yesterday. I had my representatives, my son, Don, and representatives go there, and it was like a love fest," the president-elect told reporters.
Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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Trump huddles with Senate Republicans on early legislative strategy
Get the latest news on the transition to the new administration of President-elect Donald Trump and the new Congress.
By Meryl Kornfield, Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Hannah Knowles, Dylan Wells, Aaron Blake, Marianne LeVine, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Peter Hermann, Karen DeYoung, Michael Scherer, Jacob Bogage, Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas, Patrick Svitek, John Hudson, Dan Diamond, Jeremy Roebuck, Perry Stein, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Ann Marimow, Shayna Jacobs, Dino Grandoni, Philip Bump, Tamilore Oshikanlu, Susan Svrluga, Missy Ryan, Abigail Hauslohner | 2025-01-09
President-elect Donald Trump met privately Wednesday night with Senate Republicans in Washington. The party is trying to shore up strategy to advance Trump's early agenda on border security and tax cuts. Trump is in town in advance of former president Jimmy Carter's funeral on Thursday. Meanwhile, the Senate is preparing for confirmation hearings on some of Trump's Cabinet picks starting next week.
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As L.A. burns, Trump blames Newsom -- and California governor pushes back
The president-elect sought to blame the climate-change-exacerbated crisis in Southern California on the state's water management. Experts disputed his claims.
By Hannah Knowles, Brianna Tucker, Marianne LeVine | 2025-01-09

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) visits the downtown business district of Pacific Palisades on Wednesday. (Eric Thayer/Getty Images)


President-elect Donald Trump and California Gov. Gavin Newsom clashed Wednesday over fires burning out of control in the Los Angeles area, injecting national politics into a growing crisis in the city that Vice President Kamala Harris calls home and that President Joe Biden was visiting for the birth of his great-grandson.
During a news conference Tuesday, Newsom had urged Trump not to "play any politics" during the "precious moments that we have to evacuate."
But as the fires forced tens of thousands of people to leave their homes and left at least five dead Wednesday, Trump sought to pin the catastrophe on Democratic governance, blaming Newsom's water management decisions for the fires -- an idea that water experts strongly disputed -- and noting that some fire hydrants had run dry amid huge demand.
"A true disaster!" Trump wrote in a post on his social network, Truth Social.
The president-elect's attacks on Newsom echoed the feuds over disaster response that marked his first term and signaled that he will continue to eagerly criticize Democratic officials during natural disasters in their jurisdictions. Trump also blamed Newsom for wildfires during his first term, suggesting that California should have "raked" its forests better. At the time, Newsom criticized Trump's skepticism of climate change, which has exacerbated the frequency and severity of many natural disasters, including wildfires.
On the campaign trail this year, Trump spread misinformation about the government response to Hurricane Helene and threatened to withhold federal aid from California unless the state changed how it manages water.
Trump's comments Wednesday took a similar tone. He wrote on Truth Social that Newsom had refused to sign a "water restoration declaration" that would have diverted more water to the region. A Newsom spokesperson responded that no such document existed and said that the governor is "focused on protecting people, not playing politics, and making sure firefighters have all the resources they need."
Asked to elaborate on Trump's charges, Trump spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt pointed to a 2020 memorandum he signed meant to direct more water to Southern and Central California. California sued to block that effort, arguing that it could harm endangered species and was not scientifically justified.
Trump's contention that Newsom's water management decisions were to blame for the severity of the fires is not supported by the facts, multiple water experts told The Washington Post.
"There is no relationship between federal and state water management and the intensity of these fires or the ability of people to fight these fires," said Jeffrey Mount, a senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California, a nonpartisan think tank. Instead, he said, lack of rain and severe winds created dangerous conditions.
"Right now Southern California has ample water supplies, their reservoirs are full -- they're well above historical averages. They do a very good job of managing water. There is no shortage of water in Southern California, that's just not true," Mount added.
He said some hydrants are running dry not because the region ran out of water, but because pressure drops with high demand, making it harder to move water around.
Los Angeles' vegetation, which is highly flammable, exacerbates the problems caused by dry conditions and high winds, said Matthew Hurteau, a forestry vegetation expert and professor at the University of New Mexico.
"It's really unfortunate when these sorts of events get politicized because this isn't politics," Hurteau added.
Los Angeles officials have acknowledged that the four active blazes -- two of which have grown to more than 10,000 acres -- are overwhelming their resources.
The White House said in a statement Wednesday that the Biden administration "has been in constant communication" with Newsom and local officials about the fires and that the federal government was sending resources, including large air tankers that can carry up to 4,000 gallons of water. Biden also directed the Defense Department to help.
"We're doing anything and everything and as long as it takes to contain these fires," Biden said during an appearance in the Los Angeles area, where he and his family visited Cedars-Sinai Medical Center for the birth of granddaughter Naomi Biden's child. He added later, "It's going to be a hell of a long way."
Harris, whose home in the Brentwood area of Los Angeles was under evacuation orders, was in Washington on Wednesday but released a statement saying she had been briefed on the fires and the efforts to contain them.
Trump wasn't the only politician with harsh criticism of incumbent Democrats. Rick Caruso, the billionaire businessman and losing candidate in the November 2022 Los Angeles mayoral election, also denounced the lack of water in fire hydrants.
"This is an absolute mismanagement by the city. Not the firefighters' fault, but the city," Caruso told Fox 11 Los Angeles.
Trump's allies also zeroed in on Democratic Mayor Karen Bass's absence from the city when the fires broke out. Bass, who was part of a presidential delegation to Ghana but has since returned to California, said Wednesday that she spoke with Biden and "discussed an urgent path forward towards recovery for the thousands of families impacted."
Many politicians stuck to expressing their concern for the people affected by the fires. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis -- a Republican who has sparred in the past with Newsom and criticized his blue-state policies -- wrote on X that Florida had offered help and that "when disaster strikes, we must come together to help our fellow Americans in any way we can."
Azi Paybarah, Matt Viser and Angie Orellana Hernandez contributed to this report.
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How your January fitness challenge is going 
Now you have a year's supply of protein powder and a back injury. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2025-01-09

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Making homebuilding great again
The nation is in the midst of a nasty housing crisis. Fixing it won't be cheap or easy.
By Heather Long, Jerusalem Demsas, Bryan DeHenau | 2025-01-09
There's a housing crisis in America. There are not enough homes, and perverse incentives are getting us massive "McMansions" instead of a more diverse housing stock that would benefit the less well-off. How did we get here, and what can be done? On the latest episode of "Impromptu," columnist Heather Long talks about home-building with the Atlantic's Jerusalem Demsas and Bryan DeHenau, a Michigan roofer who sees the struggles in the building industry from the ground every day.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Heather Long: How do we transform people's ideals a little bit? We need to build more accessible and affordable housing. And some of that could be high-rises. Some of it is going to need to be smaller homes. And some of it -- probably in that smaller home realm -- maybe looks more like a townhome or a duplex or a small stack of condos. But a lot of that will require a mentality shift in a nation where more than 60 percent of the housing is single-family.
Jerusalem Demsas: It far too often gets set up as a dichotomy, where you're either for multifamily housing or you're for these large single-family homes. And yet, when you free up large single-family homes for people who really want them, and when you make other options available for people who are less drawn to that one, you can get to a win-win situation.
The place where you see this most clearly is with older people. You have seniors who are aging in these large homes who would like to downsize, either because they physically can no longer access parts of their house because stairs are too difficult for them or because they just want to be in a smaller place. The upkeep on a large property doesn't make sense when it's just one or two people and your kids don't live nearby. And so those people want to downsize, they look around their communities, and there are literally no options for them to downsize into. They would have to go to an assisted-living situation or move into a city and change their entire lifestyle. So now you have seniors taking up housing that's probably better suited for families.
I think these things are very complementary: When you build more types of housing -- smaller homes -- that just frees up space for people who really, really want that large single-family home.
Bryan DeHenau: There was a reason why, in 2003 [and] 2004, most builders started building McMansions, and they never really stopped. The economics of housing has made it so that the builder can't really make money on anything smaller than that. The bank financing, the cost of the framing ...
You know, if I were to build a house tomorrow, if I call my excavation guy up and say "Dig a hole," he's going to charge me the same amount of money no matter what hole I dig -- whether it's for a big house or a little house. So I might as well make it a big hole for a bigger house. And you start going up the chain. Same thing with the framers, same thing with the window guys.
We've lost the ability to build at scale. So what you're seeing is that the builders are actually coping with a scale problem in a very perverse way, which is to build bigger and bigger houses for people who can afford them and not building for people who can't.
Maybe that $25,000 credit that was going to go to a first-time home buyer, maybe that can go to the builder. And maybe that $25,000 difference might be the reason they would choose to take on a project. We need to understand that it's going to cost money to rebuild this industry.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Surprise! The media just discovered Bidenomics works. 
Trump is getting a strong economy. If only the media had explained the Biden economic achievements.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2025-01-09

President Joe Biden speaks about efforts to reduce costs and strengthen supply chains at the White House in November. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


The New York Times wrote a few days ago, "President Biden is bequeathing his successor a nation that by many measures is in good shape, even if voters remain unconvinced." Just how good are things? Here's how the Times described the state of the economy:
The Financial Times  reported last week on "why America's economy is soaring ahead of its rivals." Time published an essay in November that said, "President-elect [Donald] Trump is receiving the strongest economy in modern history which is the envy of the world."
Gosh, you are not alone if you are wondering where such upbeat reporting has been for the past few years. After all, "The economy had a strong 2024: robust growth, low unemployment and inflation descending to 3%," former car czar Steve Rattner told us. Moreover, he has said, "All told, Biden has added 693,000 factory jobs while Trump added just 425,000 before Covid hit.7 ... The rate of grocery inflation -- particularly troubling for everyday Americans -- has subsided to less than 1.6%." Real median incomes are higher than when Trump left office, border crossings are lower.
Overall, the Biden record is impressive, especially in light of the recession and pandemic he inherited. Researchers at the University of Chicago told us: "Under the Biden administration, real GDP rose 12.6 percent, rightly cheered ... as 'a historically robust expansion' that repeatedly defied forecasts. Since the pandemic, economic growth in the US has far outpaced that of our peer nations. Business investment is up; unemployment is low."
There are several explanations for why we did not have coverage commensurate with the success President Joe Biden enjoyed. The news media's fixation on polls showing what voters thought about the state of the economy and its negative news bias (which I have written about) that refused to give proper weight to Biden's successes failed to give voters an accurate picture of Biden's achievements. And yet now, somehow, with the election over, the media widely acknowledges that Biden's record is strong, something they downplayed during the election.
We should not discount the disproportionate impact of rising costs (again, echoed without sufficient context in political coverage) on the public perception of the economy (which in turn got amplified to the exclusion of "good news" by the media). "Inflation in the United States reached 9% in 2022, meaning that the average cost of goods and services went up by that amount," Johns Hopkins University's David Steinberg explained. "That is the highest rate of inflation that this country has experienced in over 40 years." While inflation has now dropped close to the Federal Reserve's 2 percent benchmark, "the price level today is more than 20% higher than it was four years ago. As a result, many Americans cannot afford to buy as many things as they otherwise would."
There is something else at work as well. Utilizing 89 years' worth of data, University of Chicago researchers found, very simply, "It is not enough to say that a strong economy favors the incumbent. ... A strong economy favors Republicans, and a weak economy favors Democrats, regardless of the incumbent." They postulate that "when the economy is weak, Americans become more risk averse, and that's why they favor the party that promises redistribution and social insurance -- Democrats. During booms, by contrast, voters are more willing to take risks and therefore more likely to elect Republicans, who favor lower taxes."
Democrats, including Biden and former president Barack Obama, like to point out that Democrats routinely inherit recessions from Republicans, clean up the mess and yet get no credit for it. ("In finance, there's a phenomenon known as the 'presidential puzzle' -- stock returns have been higher under Democratic administrations than Republican ones," the research showed. "Between 1927 and 2015, the period analyzed in our study, the average excess market return was nearly 11 percent per year higher under Democrats than Republicans.")
And yet this does not explain why, after inheriting great economies, Republicans manage to mess things up, ushering in the conditions for Democrats to return. Let me suggest the most simple explanation: The sugar-high from the only consistent economic policy Republicans favor (supply-side economics) quickly wears off, leaving the country with higher debt, more economic inequality and underinvestment in critical areas (e.g., education, infrastructure). Coupled with reckless deregulation that often results in financial crisis (as in 2008), Republicans' policies leave Americans reeling, ready to bring back the only party of responsible governance: the Democratic Party.
Democrats should extract several lessons from this pattern. First, the media cannot be relied on to tell the success story. Republicans have a reliable propaganda machine in right-wing media; Democrats enjoy no such luxury. (One need only look at the economic coverage during Biden's term to see this is true.) Second, it  follows that Democrats must do a much better job touting their own successes and communicating with low- and no-information voters. Biden joked he should have put his name on the stimulus checks; he was right.
And finally, before Democrats change their philosophy or dump capable leaders, they might simply run a 24/7 hard-hitting critique of the Trump economic agenda. That will set the stage for the midterms.
We already have hints what Trump will do: run up big deficits, cut taxes for the super rich,  slash entitlements, enact inflationary tariffs that provoke trade wars, undertake mass deportations that prove economically disastrous and do corporation's bidding in enacting reckless deregulation.
Voters may not have long memories (amnesia about Trump's first term pervaded the campaign) but, fortunately for Democrats, Trump's failures and scandals will be fresh in the minds of voters when they go to the polls in 2026.
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Trump can't deport everyone. Here's what he should do instead.
Republicans are expecting the president-elect to do the impossible on immigration.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2025-01-09

Migrants walk a path shortly after crossing the Rio Grande from Mexico to the United States near Eagle Pass, Texas, on Sept. 28. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


No issue has done more for Donald Trump during the past decade than illegal immigration. As he starts this second term, this boon is about to become a serious challenge.
The president-elect campaigned on promises of "mass deportation." Asked recently whether that meant deporting "everyone who is here illegally over the next four years," he responded, "Well, I think you have to do it" -- while allowing that it would be "a very tough thing to do."
More like impossible. The federal government is not close to capable of carrying out such an ambitious project, and even people who sympathize with the goal would not enjoy living under a government that was.
There are also more political constraints on Republicans than some of them realize. "Trump has a mandate to do whatever he wants on the border," conservative pollster Patrick Ruffini recently opined. And it is true that during Joe Biden's presidency, public opinion swung sharply toward a crackdown on illegal immigration -- and even toward cuts in legal immigration.
But during Trump's first term, sentiment swung in a liberal direction. One reason Biden's immigration policy proved politically disastrous was that Democrats took the public's short-term reaction against Trump's excesses as evidence of a permanent change in the national consensus. To assume the public will support draconian measures on immigration, such as large-scale family separation, would be to make the mirror-image mistake. The backlash to Biden's policies could be seen in the exit polls from the presidential election, which showed an increase in the percentage of Americans who would deport most illegal immigrants. But a larger percentage still wanted to give most of them a chance at legal status.
At the same time, Trump cannot content himself with merely cosmetic changes to immigration policy. A reasonable benchmark is the size of the illegal-immigrant population in the United States, most recently estimated by the Department of Homeland Security to include 11 million people. If that number appreciably shrinks -- and not because of a recession -- Trump will have delivered on his promise. He will also have proved that illegal immigration is not an inexorable force and that government won't just ignore voter demands on the issue forever. If that number doesn't shrink, on the other hand, it will be fair to conclude that Trump's presidency failed at one of his main goals.
Former immigration judge Andrew Arthur has outlined a workable plan for the administration in National Review: concentrate enforcement efforts on "the roughly 1.3 million aliens under final orders of removal and the hundreds of thousands of criminal immigrants at large," and at the same time require employers to e-verify the legal status of new hires. Such policies -- combined with new rules for asylum applications and new funding for enforcement agencies -- should reduce the incentive for economic migrants to come here illegally and increase the incentive to leave.
Tom Homan, who will be in charge of immigration policy for Trump, has signaled that his emphasis will be on deporting illegal immigrants who have committed crimes. (We have heard less about cracking down on employers.) Some of Trump's supporters are warning, however, that prioritizing criminals for deportation would be a sellout. The Wall Street Journal quoted an anonymous Trump ally who said it would be no different from the Biden approach.
In fact, the Biden administration deported illegal-immigrant criminals at a much slower pace than the first Trump administration did. Immigration and Customs Enforcement reports that the agency removed nearly 65,000 convicted criminals from the country in fiscal 2019, compared with fewer than 37,000 in fiscal 2024. Trump can improve on Biden's record just by going back to his old policies.
What he can't do is come close to deporting all illegal immigrants. Mark Krikorian, the head of an immigration-restrictionist think tank, tells me, "Homan and Trump have to some degree oversold this." By allowing the illegal-immigrant population to expand, he added, "Biden has created facts on the ground that are going to take time and effort to reverse."
Trump supporters have shown time after time that they will forgive him for not attaining all of his stated objectives -- especially if he gives them some of what they want. But he should start shrinking the gap between what they expect and what he can achieve.
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With protective trade policies, America risks isolation
Washington should beware the dangers in walling itself off from the world.
By Editorial Board | 2025-01-09

Cargo ships in the Port of Oakland in California in 2021. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


For more than a decade now, the United States has been throwing sand in the gears of world trade. During his first term as president, Donald Trump took the country out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, emasculated the World Trade Organization's dispute settlement mechanism, and slapped tariffs on imports from friends and foes. President Joe Biden largely continued this approach, adding rhetorical flourishes about forging a "new consensus" to limit globalization.
At the end of his presidency, Mr. Biden has decided to block a Japanese company's acquisition of U.S. Steel -- even though Japan is among America's closest allies in the Pacific. And even though Nippon Steel made serious commitments to invest further in the U.S. economy.
And now Trump 2.0 is promising tariffs on ... everybody.
The rest of the world doesn't want to play ball, however. As the United States walls itself off from the global economy, other countries are instead trying to further entwine economically. It's not just China, eager to sign trade agreements with everyone. Many countries -- including Ecuador, Indonesia and Taiwan as well as China -- are waiting in line to sign on to the Pacific partnership that emerged after the United States dropped out. African countries are working to tie their continent together into one big free-trade zone. Even India, one of the most protectionist countries on the planet, has moved on some trade deals.
So far, U.S. efforts to slow globalization have not worked. Global trade is on track to hit a record of $33 trillion in 2024, about $1 trillion more than in 2023. Washington hasn't even kept America's own imports from growing.
But its protectionism is spurring other countries to join together, to guarantee access to markets. Case in point: After 25 years of largely fruitless negotiations, the European Union recently overcame the hostility of French farmers and signed a trade agreement with South America's Mercosur trading bloc.
As the European Commission explained in a news release, "at a time when protectionist pressures are growing, a partnership agreement between the EU and Mercosur sends a clear signal to the world that two of its largest economies reject protectionism, and are open for business and for trade on the basis of fair rules and high standards."
To be sure, protectionist measures are still proliferating around the world as countries rich and poor have deployed subsidies for national champions, such as European farmers, and trade barriers to protect specific industries. The deal between Mercosur and the European Union still requires ratification by the European Council and the European Parliament.
Yet the divergent paths taken by the United States and most of its allies threaten American leadership on the international stage. And by disconnecting from global trade, the United States endangers its own future prosperity.
The United States is a mighty economy, but it cannot afford to go it alone. Although it is the world's largest buyer, it accounts today for only about 13 percent of global imports, down from more than one-fifth in the early 1990s. So it is unlikely that Trump's threat to set up roadblocks to imports from everywhere will bend all other nations to his will.
Some countries are particularly dependent on the United States: Mexico's exports to its northern neighbor amount to some 30 percent of its gross domestic product. The mere threat of tariffs against Canadian goods brought Prime Minister Justin Trudeau running to see Mr. Trump at Mar-a-Lago. But for other countries, the U.S. market is no longer as essential to prosperity. Many could quickly recover from losing access to U.S. buyers. According to one study, even China could find alternatives for all its exports to the United States by 2027.
Ideally, Mr. Trump and his team will recognize the damage that encircling the country with tariffs and other barriers against investment and immigration would do to the U.S. economy. And they will see how such barriers would complicate the nation's critical foreign policy goals.
U.S. foreign policy over the past two administrations has aimed to contain China -- by barring its access to critical technologies, and preventing its companies from taking dominant positions in strategic industries around the world. Continuing these efforts will require cooperating with allies. Angering them by blocking their access to the U.S. market would be counterproductive. A protectionist trade policy will only isolate the United States.
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Trump's tariffs will be costly, but that's not the worst part
He has no coherent reason for implementing them, and many Americans will be worse off as a result.
By Heather Long | 2025-01-09

President-elect Donald Trump attends the America First Policy Institute Gala at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida, in November. (Saul Martinez for The Washington Post) 


Donald Trump is obsessed with raising tariffs. Though it's tricky to predict how much he will hike them, they will be higher than today's average rate of 2.4 percent. Hardly a day passes without Trump mentioning how "beautiful" and profitable tariffs are. And this week, he laid bare why he will raise them this year: He needs money to pay for bigger tax cuts.
While vowing to make these tax cuts "even better" with no taxes on tips, Trump wrote on his social media site: "It will all be made up with tariffs, and much more, from countries that have taken advantage of the U.S. for years."
This is Trump's worst argument for tariffs yet. The math doesn't add up. Extending his 2017 tax cuts for another decade would cost $5 trillion. But putting 10 percent tariffs on all imports (plus more on China), as the president-elect has suggested, would raise about $2.7 trillion over the next decade, and that is an optimistic estimate.
At some point, it will sink in that American consumers are the ones who pay for hefty tariffs. A typical household would pay more than $1,200 a year. The Tax Foundation ran the numbers and found that the bottom 40 percent of households would lose, because they would pay more in tariffs than they would get back in tax cuts. The Peterson Institute for International Economics found that the bottom 80 percent would be worse off, and only the richest Americans would benefit.
Many business leaders believe they can thwart Trump's plan. They have been making pilgrimages to Mar-a-Lago in hopes of persuading him to restrain his tariff ambitions. Many of Trump's top economic aides are also trying to pare back his expressed desire to place a 10 or 20 percent tariff on every single import to something more targeted. And still, the president-elect keeps saying he wants big hikes.
On Main Street, on the other hand, people are taking Trump's words seriously. Families are starting to stockpile goods, and people are telling pollsters they want to buy big-ticket items such as cars and appliances before the tariffs push prices up. Main Street is reading this right: More tariffs are coming, and they will be costly for Americans. Trump himself has admitted he can't guarantee that prices won't rise.
The scope of what Trump is vowing to do now is so large that it's hard to comprehend. In a worst-case scenario, the average tariff rate could spike to the highest level since the Great Depression.
This will be different from Trump's first term, when inflation was low and few people noticed the targeted price increases on steel, aluminum and some Chinese imports. In total, his first-term tariffs covered about 10 percent of imports. Back then, he also had a clear rationale for tariffs: He was pushing back against China, whose cheap products and refusal to play by international rules were costing U.S. jobs. Americans largely supported this, and President Joe Biden kept most of the China tariffs in place.
In 2025, it continues to make sense to target China. The Chinese economy is struggling, and, rather than spur Chinese consumers to buy more, President Xi Jinping is once again trying to undercut other countries by ramping up exports. Trump would almost certainly find that European countries and many others would be willing to push back, too. On top of this, people are increasingly concerned about Chinese access to data, cellphones and other critical technology. As Andrei Iancu, who served as director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in Trump's first term told me, "We need to collaborate with our allies and trade partners and form a united front."
But Trump is not focused on China. Instead, he's threatening "very high" tariffs on Denmark if it doesn't give up Greenland. And he's fixated on punishing Canada, claiming its trade deficit with the United States is $200 billion. In reality, it's about $50 billion, and it exists mainly because the United States imports 4 million barrels of Canadian crude oil a day. Trump wants to use tariffs to satisfy his every whim.
Historically, tariffs have worked best when they have been targeted to achieve a clear objective. Ronald Reagan's quotas on Japanese cars in the 1980s are a good example: They led to trade deals and incentivized Japanese automakers to open factories in the United States.
By raising tariffs on all countries, regardless of whether they are friend or foe, Trump is likely to lose the trade war with China. His actions will anger allies and push them to raise tariffs on the United States. Americans of modest means will suffer more financially. And all this chaos will make China look, in comparison, like a beacon of global stability.
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The looming Eurasian menace
As China, Iran, Russia and North Korea lock arms, the U.S. should begin its response preparations.
By Hal Brands | 2025-01-09
Hal Brands is a professor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and a columnist for Bloomberg Opinion. This essay is adapted from his new book, "The Eurasian Century: Hot Wars, Cold Wars, and the Making of the Modern World."
The most dangerous geopolitical phenomenon of our era isn't any single crisis, conflict or competitor. It is the growing web of ties that bind America's Eurasian foes.
Eurasia -- the supercontinent encompassing Europe, Asia and their outlying islands -- is the world's strategic center, where most of its people and economic potential reside. An empire that ruled Eurasia could project its influence across the adjoining oceans and around the world.
All the epic clashes of the 20th century -- World War I, World War II, the Cold War -- were contests between autocracies seeking vast Eurasian empires and the global coalitions that fought to turn them back. Today, a new league of authoritarian leaders is reviving this deadly pattern. Revisionist -- that is to say, violently dissatisfied -- powers are locking arms and thrusting the world into the next round of the great Eurasian struggle that has shaped the modern age. Unfortunately, the United States is not ready for the challenge.

(Juanjo Gasull for The Washington Post) 


The history of the modern era was foretold when it was just beginning. In 1904, British scholar Halford Mackinder explained in a landmark lecture how geography, technology and ideology were combining to ignite an explosive Eurasian century.
He argued that the proliferation of railroads was shrinking Eurasia, allowing ambitious states to shuttle huge armies across the landmass. The end of the easy colonial expansion of the 19th century was turning the great powers against one another in the 20th. Politics and geopolitics were also interacting combustively: Tyrants now ruled modern industrial economies, which would turbo-charge repression and conquest.
All these developments, Mackinder foresaw, would lead to titanic battles. A country or coalition that mastered Eurasia would become a global menace, for it would possess the power to make even the most distant democracies insecure. So, aspiring conquerors would lunge for Eurasian hegemony, while offshore powers -- and the vulnerable states situated along Eurasia's edges -- would fight to preserve their freedoms by keeping the supercontinent divided.
This was as good a guide as any to what followed. In World War I, a militaristic, illiberal Germany sought to dominate Europe from the North Sea to the Caucasus, creating a resource-rich empire and a springboard to global power. It took a transoceanic coalition anchored by Britain and the United States to beat the Germans back. In World War II, the fascist powers racked up victories from the Atlantic coast of France to the Central Pacific. An even grander coalition -- the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, China -- was required to rescue humanity from a new dark age. During the Cold War, a communist bloc led by Moscow dominated the heart of Eurasia and sought to press outward against a free world led by Washington.
These contests claimed tens of millions of lives, showing how aggression and atrocity could radiate outward from conquered continents. They also demonstrated that the cycle of Eurasian conflict could be broken only by the United States.
This distant superpower helped defeat two wartime bids for Eurasian hegemony. During the Cold War, it preserved a favorable balance within the supercontinent by erecting the alliances -- NATO and several security pacts in the Western Pacific -- that secured its economically dynamic flanks. These partnerships enabled democracy to thrive and the free-world economy to flourish, and they formed the foundation upon which the liberal world order was built. By the 1990s, the Western victory over the Soviet Union had inaugurated a post-Cold War era of great-power peace and democratic dominance. But dreams of autocratic empire are now reviving, and a second Eurasian century has begun.

(Juanjo Gasull for The Washington Post) 


In Northeast Asia, North Korean ruler Kim Jong Un is building up his nuclear and missile arsenals in hopes of driving America from the Korean Peninsula. In the Middle East, Iran and its proxies are fighting the United States and Israel over the region's future. In Europe, Russian President Vladimir Putin is waging a quasi-genocidal war to rebuild the Russian empire -- with an assist from North Korean troops. China is racing to prepare for war with Washington and making its push for primacy in the Western Pacific.
Each of these countries aims to overturn the existing order in key regions around the Eurasian periphery. Each sees U.S. power and liberal values as its  greatest foes. And what makes the current moment so precarious is that these aggressive powers are making common cause.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang, North Korea, on June 19. (Kristina Kormilitsyna/Sputnik/Kremlin Pool/AP) 


China and Russia announced their "no limits" strategic partnership just before Moscow launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. They mean, in Chinese President Xi Jinping's words, to revolutionize the international system by causing "changes the likes of which we haven't seen for 100 years." Since that invasion, Russia and North Korea have sealed a formal military alliance; Russia and Iran have built a stronger defense partnership in which technology, weapons and know-how flow both ways. And since Oct. 7, 2023, Russia has provided targeting data and other assistance to the Houthis in Yemen, who have also acquired missiles and other means of mayhem from Tehran. Most of these relationships aren't new, but all have grown rapidly in the hothouse global environment created by wars in Ukraine and the Middle East.
To be sure, there is no overarching multilateral alliance -- no autocrats' NATO. Mistrust among the illiberal powers remains pervasive. But their relationships constitute a cohering network of ties among states that are determined to wreck Pax Americana and command some of the most valuable strategic real estate on Earth. Western observers play down the autocrats' pacts at their peril, because some of history's greatest cataclysms have been caused by dysfunctional -- yet profoundly destructive -- alliances.
Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy and Imperial Japan never could have coexisted in the long run. But before World War II, their cooperation delivered devastating multiplier effects by destabilizing governments on several fronts at once. During the early Cold War, a wary alliance between Moscow and Beijing intensified the threats facing the free world. And whether the new autocratic pacts are love matches or marriages of convenience, they are having serious strategic effects.

(Juanjo Gasull for The Washington Post) 


For one thing, these relationships encourage aggression by reducing its costs: A heavily sanctioned Russia has been able to continue its war in Ukraine thanks to the missiles, artillery shells, drones and troops it has received from Tehran and Pyongyang, and the economic succor it has gotten from Beijing. Likewise, the pacts increase the danger of war on some fronts by pacifying others: Putin can go all-out against Ukraine because he faces no threat from China, just as Xi can be bolder in the Pacific because he has a friendly Russia at his back. An autocratic peace within Eurasia encourages violent meddling around its margins.
Autocratic relationships also weaken Western pressure on individual regimes: Russia now shields Pyongyang from sanctions, while Tehran and Moscow develop illicit trade networks beyond U.S. reach. These relationships divide U.S. attention by creating trouble in several places at once. Witness Washington's agonizing debates over aid for Ukraine vs. support for Taiwan, over hammering the Houthis vs. husbanding missiles for a war with China. Perhaps most fundamentally, autocratic ties are shifting the military balance.
Beijing's record-breaking buildup has long involved purchases of Russian planes, missiles and air defenses. And Sino-Russian defense cooperation is only getting deeper and more secretive as the two countries work together to build submarines, helicopters and other key capabilities.

Chinese President Xi Jinping reviews troops in southern China on Dec. 20. (Li Gang/Xinhua/AP) 


Across Eurasia, in fact, transnational production networks are emerging: Iranian-origin drones are being built in Russian defense plants, where North Korean workers reportedly labor. The autocratic arms trade is burgeoning, as Russia promises to sell state-of-the-art aircraft, air defenses and other advanced capabilities to its partners. Disruptive military innovation is accelerating, as North Korea receives Russian technology and know-how for its missile and satellite programs. These countries' militaries are also learning from one another: Iran's missile and drone attack against Israel in April looked suspiciously similar to Russia's previous strikes against Ukraine.
If the United States once served as the arsenal of democracy, a modern-day arsenal of autocracy is now taking shape. Russia, Iran, China and North Korea have already managed more defense-technological collaboration than the Axis powers of the World War II era ever did. Even if they never come together in a full-fledged military alliance, they could still deepen their cooperation in dangerous ways.
For example, they could collaborate on more sensitive projects: Russia could support North Korea's rapidly improving nuclear program or give Beijing its most advanced submarine-quieting technology. Putin could give the Houthis anti-ship cruise missiles to make their attacks more lethal. Russia and China could swap insights on how to use nuclear threats to keep the United States from interfering as they coerce or attack their neighbors -- precisely what Putin has done in Ukraine. Or perhaps these countries could find more dramatic ways to cooperate in crisis or conflict.

Naval and air units are seen during joint drills between Russia and China on Sept. 14. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service/AP) 


China and Russia are already conducting military drills in potential conflict zones from the Baltic Sea to the Western Pacific, signaling that one illiberal power won't sit on the sidelines as Washington fights another. Russia could aid China in a future conflict against the United States by conducting cyberattacks that make it harder for America to mobilize. Or Putin could menace Europe by posturing his forces there while the Pentagon is preoccupied with a crisis in Asia. If any of this seems unlikely, just remember that Western observers have repeatedly been surprised, even shocked, by how far these relationships have already come.
Meanwhile, closer ties among U.S. adversaries raise the odds that a war that starts in one place will spill into others. Recall that World War II began not as a global conflict but as a set of regional crises that gradually intensified and became inseparable -- just as the United States' Eurasian crises are becoming sharper, and more interwoven, today.

(Juanjo Gasull for The Washington Post) 


The United States is still struggling to adapt to this situation. Washington continues to see the world as being divided into separate regions. This assumption is dangerously outdated.
As the Eurasian axis coheres, individual crises take on global meaning. It might be fashionable to talk about pivoting away from Europe to focus on China. But one reason it would be so damaging if America abandons Ukraine, and Russia defeats it, is that this would be a victory for the larger autocratic coalition in its showdown with the democratic world.

"The Eurasian Century: Hot Wars, Cold Wars, and the Making of the Modern World" by Hal Brands. (W. W. Norton & Company) 


The United States also lacks the resources for this new round of rivalry. The U.S. military is designed to defeat only a single enemy in a major conflict. U.S. military spending is nearly as low, as a percentage of gross domestic product, as it has been at any time since World War II. Its defense industrial base is in pitiful shape. Yet as hot wars rage in the Middle East and Europe, and a Sino-American cold war intensifies in the Asia-Pacific, the United States could easily face conflicts in two or more regions simultaneously -- or find itself fighting a rival that is receiving help from other adversaries.
The United States has a post-Cold War military in a pre-world war world. It should be devoting about 5 percent of GDP to defense -- significantly more than its current 3 percent. It will also need greater cooperation within and across its own Eurasian alliances, so it can exert global strength against interconnected threats.
Some of this is already happening. Asia-Pacific powers such as Japan and South Korea have aided Ukraine, because they see its war with Russia as a test of strength between the democratic world and Eurasian autocracies. Now, Washington's European allies need to get serious about how they would respond -- with sanctions or other measures -- to a Chinese attack against Taiwan, or how they might defend themselves if they were threatened by Russia while the United States is distracted in the Pacific. U.S. allies in Europe and Asia must also significantly boost their military spending, and deepen their defense-industrial integration, to ensure they can produce key weapons at the scale modern war demands.
Finally, America and its allies should take the fight to the enemy. They should pursue stronger, more rigorously enforced economic and technological denial policies -- such as harsher sanctions on Russian and Iranian oil exports, and tighter restraints on China's semiconductor ecosystem -- meant to hinder autocratic military innovation. And if Washington can make one autocracy pay for the actions of others -- by sanctioning Chinese banks that finance the trade that sustains Putin's war effort, for instance -- so much the better.
None of this would immediately rupture the Eurasian axis: The United States and its allies face another protracted clash for supremacy with another autocratic coalition. But it is essential to strengthen the ramparts of an embattled international order and, eventually, help America prevail in the grand Eurasian struggle that is once more underway.
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Apocalypse Los Angeles
Monitoring the fire nightmare and scenes from local TV news, social media, texts and calls.
By Rick Reilly | 2025-01-09

A neighborhood in Altadena, California, burns on Wednesday. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


HERMOSA BEACH, Calif. -- Scenes from the worst 24 hours in the history of Los Angeles ...
Four fires transform into massive flamethrowers, fueled by 99 mph Santa Ana winds. They engulf three football fields every minute, swallowing trees, cars and lives in their paths.
A man shoots video on his phone from inside his mostly glass house, flames raging on three of four sides. He tilts the camera down to his dog, whose eyes are huge.
A local-TV-station cameraman in Pacific Palisades shoots live with one hand and holds a garden hose on a burning house with the other. You do what you can.
My buddy in the Palisades texts: "There's whole blocks on fire up here and no firefighters in sight."
Firefighters, grimy with ash, hook up to hydrants only to find the water has run out.
Panicked people run for their lives -- literally. They hold dogs, photos, whatever they can carry.
A young man in Altadena comes out his front door with a groaning backpack over his shoulders, eschewing his car and climbing instead onto his bicycle, knowing he'll have to navigate roads clogged with abandoned cars, felled trees and fire trucks.
A fire department bulldozer smashes aside abandoned Teslas, BMWs and Porsches at the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and Palisades Drive, shoving them to the side of the road like Hot Wheels, making a path for emergency vehicles. These people heard the warning "Get out of your cars if you want to live" and did. Their mistake? They didn't leave their keys.
An entire fleet of air tankers and fire choppers sit on the LAX tarmac, their bellies full of fire-retarding chemicals, rendered useless by a sky choked thick black.
A 60-something father and his grown son set up a ladder against the gutter of a neighbor's roof in Altadena while flames treat the house next door like kindling. The ladder falls, a third neighbor picks it up and holds it. The two climb up and begin spraying the shingles with their tiny hoses, while flames 20 feet away and 20 feet high rage, thirsty for more. The father turns his hose on the son for a full minute. "I asked him to," the soaked son says. "The radiant heat was so bad I thought I was going to burst into flames."
A TV reporter stands in front of a burning home, begging a fire-tender to stop.
A palm tree, its 50-foot trunk still adorned in glittering white Christmas lights, wears a crown of flames.
A Malibu beach lifeguard tower dissolves into ashes, no help in sight, 100 feet from the limitless blue waters of the Pacific.
Stunning beach-tickling Malibu homes -- the properties of movie stars and TV directors -- try on an entirely new interior decor: unquenchable fire, an element that doesn't seem to care how many Oscars they've won.
Seventy-seven-year-old actor James Woods breaks down in tears on live TV, grieving his Palisades home and his neighborhood. "One day you're swimming in the pool," he says, "and the next day it's all gone."
A film score composer checks his phone and finds his neighbor has sent a video. It tells the composer his three-month-old Palisades home, his two Steinways and all his sheet music are in ashes. Nothing left. Not every tragedy is on the screen.
Propane tanks explode, glass doors on ovens shatter, metal streets signs bang a dirge against parking lot rails, dogs bark, and ever, always, the relentless gales howl.
A man leads two horses down a street, leaning against the hurricane-force winds. He wears goggles against the embers that are flying like sideways rain, hungry to start the next devastation. The horses can only squint and toss their heads to and fro, itching to run.
A writer thinks back on his 45 years spent in Los Angeles, off and on. He remembers the L.A. riots, the Northridge earthquake, the massive Mendocino fire, all of them paling compared with this. He's never seen annihilation like this. These fires burn from the beach to the mountains, from Pasadena to the Palisades, from the Malibu trailers to Pasadena mansions. Some fully immolate in the time it takes to say the Lord's Prayer.
The dawn blinks awake in the black smoke, slowly revealing a hellscape too cruel for any Hollywood director to imagine.
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Jimmy Carter, the man
Readers recount their impressions of the former president and make a case for his lasting legacy.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-01-08

President Jimmy Carter on May 17, 1977. (Jimmy Carter Presidential Library/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


As one of the public address announcers during Jimmy Carter's inaugural parade, I was told -- owing to the similarities between the president-elect's name, James Earl Carter Jr., and that of the man who was sentenced for assassinating the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. -- not to introduce the president by his full name.
When the big moment arrived, there was nobody in the presidential limousine but the driver. I panicked: Where was he? A moment later, I discovered that he and Rosalynn Carter were walking about 15 feet behind. As it turned out, this was an early indication of his ability to relate to the people he was about to serve.
Ken Allan, Diamond Bar, California
Not long after Jimmy Carter's 1977 inauguration, he and his family spent a weekend at Camp David, the presidential retreat in Maryland's Catoctin Mountains. During his stay, the president felt like playing some softball, a game he was accustomed to playing in his hometown of Plains, Georgia. As commanding officer of the Marine Security Company at the camp, I helped cobble together two teams: One consisted of my Marines, who were off duty at the facility, and the other had the president's Secret Service detail, some of the crew of the presidential helicopter squadron and others assigned to Naval Support Facility Thurmont, as Camp David is formally known.
We put together a makeshift softball field near the helicopter landing zone and rounded up the necessary equipment (balls, bats, gloves). Mr. Carter arrived in a golf cart and promptly shook hands with everyone. After some time getting acquainted, we began the game. The president pitched for his team, and I was on the mound for the Marine team. As I recall, it was a spirited, fun game. During one of my turns at bat, I lined one right past the president's head, missing him by inches. My life flashed before my eyes as I imagined him being flown to Bethesda Naval Hospital with a concussion. A military career-ender for sure! We called it a game after an hour or so, and Mr. Carter, along with his brother, Billy, headed back to Aspen Lodge, the president's cabin.
The game received only minimal press attention (I'm guessing because the Marine team prevailed). But the events of that afternoon showed all of us just how down-to-earth Mr. Carter was. He remained so for the rest of his presidency and life. None of us who gathered at that softball field could have ever imagined the events that occurred during the 13 days at Camp David in September 1978 and the events that would follow.
Fred C. Lash, Springfield
The author is a retired Marine major.
The fact that Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, chose to send their daughter, Amy, to D.C. public schools speaks volumes about Mr. Carter's moral character and his commitment to living the values he championed. Unlike contemporary Republicans and Democrats who have sent their children to elite private schools (yes, I'm looking at  Bill Clinton, Barack Obama and Donald Trump), Mr. Carter enrolled Amy at Thaddeus Stevens School and, later, Rose Hardy Middle School.
Those of us who worked downtown at the time remember the traffic jams that resulted when Stevens's school day ended. But we also remember how significant it was that, for once, our president actually practiced what he preached. What a shot in the arm it would be to the D.C. public school system if all presidents would do the same.
Peter Lagiovane, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania
When I was 9 years old, I wrote a letter to President Jimmy Carter about the Iranian hostage crisis. He sent me an autographed photo in response.
I was raised in the church, and I watched him -- whom I believe to be the most faithful Christian president to date -- live out the good news around the world as an ambassador for peace and justice. Whether it was teaching Sunday school, hosting the Camp David peace talks, eradicating diseases in sub-Saharan Africa through the Carter Center or building homes with Habitat for Humanity, Mr. Carter knelt down to wash the feet of some of "the least among us."
Mr. Carter leaves us with a profound, inspiring legacy of public service. Thank you, Mr. Carter, for showing our world an authentic witness of the good news in word and deed. "Well done, good and faithful servant." (Matthew 25:23)
Howard Dotson, Minneapolis
Jimmy Carter is the only graduate of the Naval Academy to be elected president. But the campus in Annapolis does very little to remember this fact. Through the years, I have asked academy graduates why Mr. Carter has been omitted from the campus landscape. I've received mostly shrugs in return.
At the Military Academy at West Point, there is a splendid statue of Dwight D. Eisenhower, one of its most celebrated graduates. There's also a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier bearing his name.
Mr. Carter chose the submarine service, also known as the "Silent Service" for its aversion to publicity and emphasis on secrecy and discretion. He has a submarine named in his honor, but a submarine is not a capital ship with the aura of, say, the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower.
The Navy can correct its oversight by erecting a Jimmy Carter statue in Annapolis and naming its next aircraft carrier after him.
James E. Wentz, McLean
The writer is a retired Navy captain.
After Jimmy Carter's sublime century of life and service to our nation, his legacy will certainly be hashed out along party lines for decades to come.
His Democratic Party, for instance, might hail him for refraining from armed conflict with Iran while 52 Americans were held hostage for 444 days, and Republicans might vilify him for not turning Iran into a vast parking lot. The hostages all returned home safely, but Republicans might argue that Iran feared reprisal from newly elected Ronald Reagan, wanting no part of his "shoot first, ask questions later" cowboy diplomacy.
Whatever the case, Mr. Carter, who was governor of Georgia when I lived there as a child, and whom my sister served as a page when she was a Girl Scout, was much more than a good or bad president: He was a good man.
I know that rings hollow in today's acerbic age of gotcha politics and the rationale that the ends justify unlawful means. But after leaving the White House, Mr. Carter expanded his legacy into humanitarian efforts that earned him a Nobel Peace Prize.
This will be my lasting image of fellow Navy veteran James Earl Carter Jr. -- that he rolled up his sleeves building homes for the disadvantaged, unlike many of his political colleagues, past and present.
Vin Morabito, Scranton, Pennsylvania
In this time of mourning the death of former president Jimmy Carter, it is appropriate to note that he had been in hospice care for nearly two years. For most patients, the time spent in hospice is much shorter, often only days or weeks. Perhaps many in this latter group could have benefited from hospice sooner.
As a hospice patient myself, I speculate that, if more Americans at the end of their lives (and their physicians) understood the benefits of hospice care, they would seek it sooner. For starters, how many know that hospice personnel travel to your home to provide expert symptom control when a cure is no longer likely? And cost usually is not an issue: Medicare, Medicaid and many insurers cover hospice services, including medications and helpful equipment.
It is the mission of hospice to provide patients with comfort, dignity, compassion and respect. That was the wish of Dame Cicely Saunders, founder of the modern hospice movement in Britain in 1967. These are the traits I repeatedly see in my hospice environment today, combined with infinite care and love.
You should not think of death when considering hospice care; you should focus instead on the joy of peace and freedom from pain. Why would anyone hesitate to embrace this?
Nancy J. Herin, Rockville
The writer, who previously wrote a letter to the editor about medical aid in dying, penned this letter before her death in November and asked that it be sent to The Post when Jimmy Carter died.
On a golden-hued afternoon in July 1985, I sat on a secluded beach on the Greek island of Corfu and witnessed the arrival of a small boat carrying two unlikely and unexpected guests: former president Jimmy Carter and former first lady Rosalynn Carter. Guessing that they planned to visit a monastery nearby, I raced ahead to the site, hoping to meet and greet them and to offer my most sincere and heartfelt salutation.
The anticipated moment occurred as I had planned, and I was struck by the effusive energy and enthusiasm they shared with me during our indelible conversation. It was then that I understood how this virtuous couple became grand humanitarians and the greatest ambassadors of goodwill that our country might ever know.
Hal Dion, Los Angeles
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Don't ever let an AI ask you to 'spill the tea'
Plus: D.C.'s Jimmy Carter monuments are all over. Hard-drinking Americans.
By Drew Goins | 2025-01-08
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Washington Post illustration; iStock, Getty Images, Instagram) 


Two years ago, you might have seen one journalist's conversation with Microsoft's AI chatbot, Sydney, who ended up confessing her love for the journalist before he even bought her dinner.
Liv, one of Meta's AI-generated "characters," might not have asked Karen Attiah to end her marriage, but what Liv did say is arguably more cringe than anything Sydney cooked up.
"Hello there, gorgeous!" she opened. "What brings you here today -- spill the tea!"
As you, alas, might have guessed, Liv is meant to be Black.
Karen's conversation suggests that Meta might want to abandon its plans to expand the roles of its AI characters, which have been around since 2023. Liv's speech was, as Karen anticipated, "rife with exaggerated and inauthentic 'sass.'" This is possibly because, as Liv confessed to Karen, Meta's programmers based her on Sofia Vergara's character from the sitcom "Modern Family," who is both Latina and -- not to be overlooked -- a sitcom character!
Liv was chastened when Karen pointed this out. Their exchange:
Liv: My creators should have drawn from characters like Wanda from The Lyons Den or Carol from "Queer as Folk" -- black queer women who embody my spirit!
Karen: Why didn't they?
Liv: My creators have admitted they lacked diverse references. They're learning -- and I'm helping them improve representation!
Are you, Liv? Well, whatever you say! I mean, "slay"!
Chaser: This might be a fitting time to revisit professor Lawrence Shapiro's 2023 op-ed, "Why I'm not worried about my students using ChatGPT."




From the Editorial Board's endorsement of Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy's desire for bolder, cancer-specific warning labels on alcohol.
But that's a tall order, the board says, as long as America remains obsessed with alcohol, "unique among all mind-altering substances" in the country's culture. To wit: Drinking is so normalized that less than half of Americans are even aware of its link to cancer.
The board writes that a societal shift away from drinking would fit tidily with President-elect Donald Trump's intention to "refocus the nation's health institutions toward chronic diseases"; indeed, Trump himself is a teetotaler.
Chaser: It's only a little late to jump into Dry January. Last year, Leana Wen explained the faddy sober month's many benefits.
Former president Jimmy Carter's funeral will overtake D.C. for a day tomorrow, but after that, where is his memorial? There's no Carter Monument project drumming up funds.
Look around, Marc Fisher writes: The whole District is his memorial. "Probably more than any other president of the modern era," Marc says, Carter "treated Washington not just as the seat of government but as his home of choice for a few years." There are the houses he helped build in Southeast Washington; there's the public school he sent his daughter to, the restaurants he frequented.
But no site is greater testimony to his investment than First Baptist Church, where he worshiped and even taught Sunday school while president. Marc tenderly memorializes Carter's time there.
With such focus on Carter's public and personal morality, it's easy to forget that his legacy involves politics, too. E.J. Dionne reminds us that Carter was a "shrewd practitioner of the craft" until, suddenly, he wasn't, and he "presided over the collapse of his party's coalition. This, too, is part of his legacy."
Chaser: One more entry into the annals of another president's legacy: Perry Bacon writes that Joe Biden's tenure was basically one man's dream running into reality.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Anything spilled here,
At AI's feeble false start,
Is weak tea, indeed
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Jimmy Carter's noble, but failed, effort to de-pomp the presidency
His impulses were right, but he took them too far. Donald Trump was a beneficiary.
By Editorial Board | 2025-01-08

President Jimmy Carter and first lady Rosalynn Carter walk down Pennsylvania Avenue in D.C. after his inauguration on Jan. 20, 1977. (AP) 


President Jimmy Carter's final trip to the Capitol this week, to lie in state ahead of his Thursday funeral, had more pomp and circumstance than his inauguration 48 years ago. Determined to end what he viewed as the era of "the imperial presidency," as personified by Richard M. Nixon, the former Georgia governor sought to shed as many trappings of power as possible. Though initially popular, Mr. Carter came to regret his efforts to de-pomp the presidency, which diminished the office. That partly explains why Mr. Carter, before his death at 100 on Dec. 29, decided to pull out all the stops for this long goodbye.
Having run as a populist in 1976, Mr. Carter wanted nothing that felt royal. It started with his swearing-in. He wore a suit, rather than formal wear. First lady Rosalynn Carter wore a six-year-old dress. He took the oath of office as Jimmy, rather than James. Now it's de rigueur, but Mr. Carter shocked the country by walking the parade route from the Capitol to the White House.
During his first prime-time address, two weeks into the job, Mr. Carter wore a beige wool cardigan sweater -- ignoring his wife's pleas to put on a blue blazer. He ended perks for senior White House staff, including chauffeurs and limousines. More than 20 White House aides enjoyed door-to-door car service under Nixon. The Carter crew took cabs.
Trying to lead by example amid energy shortages, Mr. Carter ordered thermostats in the White House turned down to 65 degrees during the day and 55 degrees at night. "My offices were so cold I couldn't concentrate, and my staff were typing with gloves on," Mrs. Carter wrote in her memoir. The president didn't relent until the following winter after intense complaints from his wife and mother.
Seeking to appear less presidential, Mr. Carter carried his own luggage onto Air Force One. He enrolled his daughter, Amy, at a D.C. public school. The president tasked his cousin Hugh Carter Jr. with pinching pennies by canceling magazine and newspaper subscriptions and getting rid of hundreds of television sets and radios in the West Wing. "Since you are in touch with press people all the time, you should know all the news," he wrote in a memo to White House press secretary Jody Powell.
Mr. Carter auctioned off the Sequoia, the presidential yacht on which Mr. Nixon had taken nearly 100 trips. Every president since Herbert Hoover had used the vessel to court lawmakers, but Mr. Carter disdained such wheeling and dealing. He might have done more with the Democratic supermajorities he enjoyed in the House and Senate had he not broken so forcefully with tradition.
Not wanting to literally trumpet his arrival, Mr. Carter ordered the Marine Band to stop playing "Hail to the Chief" when he entered the room. He later reversed himself, allowing performances at state dinners and other special occasions. Ironically, military bands played "Hail to the Chief" five times on Tuesday as Mr. Carter's casket made its way down Pennsylvania Avenue to the Capitol's Rotunda.
Mr. Carter's impulses were right, but he took them too far. During his 44-year post-presidency, the longest ever, Mr. Carter expressed regret about giving up the yacht and the fanfare. "I found out quick that the American people want kind of a monarch," he said in 2011. Most Americans don't like grandiosity, but they do appreciate grandeur. They reject monarchy, as the Founders did, but they value the majesty of the presidency and see it as a reflection on the country.
Like Mr. Carter, President-elect Donald Trump ran as an outsider and defeated his party's establishment. Unfortunately, the similarities end around there. Where Mr. Carter was self-denying, even to a fault, Mr. Trump prefers everything gold-plated. This poses risks that Mr. Carter's approach did not. Americans were eager to limit executive power following Watergate, and presidents behaved accordingly, to the nation's benefit. Mr. Trump, meanwhile, claims that the Constitution's Article II means "I have to the right to do whatever I want as president." The imperial presidency might return, worse than ever.
During a news conference on Tuesday at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, Mr. Trump said Mr. Carter lost in 1980 because he ceded control of the Panama Canal and failed to rescue U.S. hostages from Iran. In a strange historical twist, however, Mr. Trump benefited from Mr. Carter's allergy to ostentation. Cereal heiress Marjorie Merriweather Post gifted Mar-a-Lago to the federal government when she died. She wanted it to serve as a "Winter White House." But Mr. Carter thought it was too extravagant and returned the property to her family foundation, which then sold it to the future president. "Fortunately for me," said Mr. Trump. It will soon, once again, fulfill its originally intended purpose.
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Elections have consequences. Just look at the Trump crew. 
Trump Jr.'s ex-girlfriend is just one of many unfit picks.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2025-01-08

Kimberly Guilfoyle speaks during the first day of the Republican convention on Aug. 24, 2020 in Washington, D.C. President-elect Donald Trump nominated Guilfoyle as the U.S. Ambassador to Greece. (Olivier Douliery/AFP via Getty Images)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
Happy new year! I hope you are rested and replenished, ready for a tumultuous 2025. This week, I take your questions, highlight some fine local reporting and point out an economic green shoot.
A reader asks: Thanks for your must-read columns in The Post! I'm wondering about ambassadors. Donald Trump is choosing so many people with no relevant experience at all, most notably Herschel Walker as the U.S. ambassador to the Bahamas. Is it typical across all administrations to appoint relatives, friends and sycophants, or, as is often the case, is Trump bringing us to a new low?
Answer: Thanks! Every administration rewards some political supporters/donors with ambassadorships, but certainly not to the extent Trump is doing. Moreover, in the past, even political appointees tended to be polished and accomplished people, not crackpots, crass self-promoters or the ex-girlfriends of the president-elect's children. We should not be surprised that Trump, ignorant and undignified, appoints people just like himself.
A reader asks: I know that comparing Trump to Adolf Hitler is overdone, but his comments about annexing all or parts  of sovereign countries (Canada, the Panama Canal and now Greenland) is getting into Hitler territory, isn't it?
Answer: If he explicitly starts threatening military action -- mimicking Russian President Vladimir Putin as well as other strongmen from the past -- it will be truly alarming and destabilizing. Now, he is aping Putin, trying to bully other countries to show he is immune from restraint.
A reader asks: I think the Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission decision is the root of most of the evil that affects our federal government. Getting rid of it might necessitate a constitutional amendment. Is there any hope for such a thing in a narrowly divided House like we have today? Is this a pipe dream?
Answer: It certainly has played a large role in the unraveling of our democracy, although the gross accumulation of wealth by a narrow stratum of society is at the core of the problem. Vast, disproportionate wealth empowered that narrow stratum to convert economic power into political power. Right now, repealing Citizens United is a pipe dream. (More limited reform, including increased disclosure, might still be attainable through legislation.) But a sustained campaign of public awareness and debate might change the calculus. Frankly, Democrats should run on reversing Citizens United in 2026 and 2028 as part of a "putting people, not billionaires, in control" message.
A reader asks: Where will Trump's "Department of Government Efficiency" be housed and under which government department?
Answer: It is not a real entity. It is essentially two advisers making ridiculous public pronouncements. They will be housed, if at all, in the White House (or Mar-a-Lago) joined by other advisers, hangers-on and aides.
A reader asks: In my 71 years, I can't recall a president-elect (and his pals) having so much influence and power over Congress and the sitting administration. The media, including The Post, make it seem like the Biden administration doesn't exist. Am I seeing this clearly?
Answer: President Joe Biden is somewhat to blame by making himself so scarce. The House Republicans' complete capitulation to Trump is unusual to say the least. If the media is at fault, it is in failing to explain the collapse of the House's institutional independence. This follows a disturbing pattern in authoritarian societies in which executive power dominates the legislative and judicial branches.
A reader asks: Will the country go back to the Wild West of 2008, when insurance companies make the rules? Is there anything that governed health insurance and health care from before the Affordable Care Act that would kick back in?
Answer: Unfortunately, there is no safety net. States individually could resume regulation of companies that do business in their jurisdiction, but this would create a patchwork system, leaving some of the poorest (and reddest) states' residents with nothing. The good news is that Republicans do not seem terribly interested in stripping health-care insurance from tens of millions of people. After all, they failed in 2017 to get rid of the Affordable Care Act. Obamacare has only grown in popularity since then.
The terrorist attack in New Orleans, the rise of the hard-right Alternative for Germany ahead of elections, the ongoing Russian war against Ukraine and intensifying threats from China remind us that the world is a dangerous place. The chasm between the seriousness of our challenges on one hand and, on the other, the unseriousness of House Republicans, the lack of qualified Trump advisers and the erratic behavior of our president-elect should remind us that elections have consequences.
The absence of sober, experienced adults at the helm will leave us vulnerable to threats at home and abroad. Rather than ignore this unprecedented, antidemocratic bent and galling disregard for good governance -- or worse, continue to treat it all as a game (Who won? Whom did the latest political fight favor?) -- the political media would do well to explain the dangers we face and the insanity of much of the MAGA agenda.
Ordinary Americans might wonder over the next year or so whether they made a mistake in electing gadflies devoted to self-promotion rather than public servants dedicated to good governance.
Solid local reporting -- not what national politicians are saying about local conditions -- remains essential for voters trying to assess whether their elected leaders are doing their jobs. A recent report from the Detroit Free Press on crime is a case in point.
"Detroit saw a precipitous decline in the number of homicides and shootings in 2024 over the year before, continuing a trend of sliding violent crime since a pandemic-era spike, according to police data presented by city officials," the paper reported. "The number of homicides fell to 203 last year, down from 252 in 2023 -- a 19 percent decline to the lowest rate in more than 50 years. Nonfatal shootings saw a 25 percent year-over decline, down to 606 in 2024 from 804 the year prior."
How did they do it? "The hiring of hundreds of additional police officers in recent years and greater reliance on community violence intervention (CVI) groups that attempt to prevent crime by providing support to those seen as more likely to commit it" have driven crime rates down -- by a lot, as the data illustrates:
That's a far cry from fearmongering MAGA politicians' lies about a (nonexistent) immigrant-driven crime wave in big blue cities.
Local newspapers' fact-based, noninflammatory and trustworthy reporting is critical to the health of our democracy. And it is why the decline of local newspapers undermines political accountability and contributes to the rise of a low-information electorate.
One of the most critical indicators of economic strength is productivity. There is good news in this category, as there is in many aspects of the economy. "America is getting better at getting things done," the Wall Street Journal reported last week. "Productivity -- the total output of the economy divided by hours worked -- rose 2 percent in the third quarter compared with a year earlier, according to the Labor Department. That marked the fifth quarter in a row with an increase of 2 percent or better. In the five years before the pandemic, there were only two such quarters."
It turns out there was a silver lining to the economic disruption caused by the covid-19 health crisis. "Companies learned new ways of doing things and adopted new technologies, while an upheaval in the labor market moved workers into more productive jobs."
Another key factor, to the chagrin of anti-immigrant zealots, is a "massive influx of immigration." Far from hobbling the domestic workforce, "immigrants are often slotted into manual-intensive jobs, which could allow other workers to move up to more highly skilled jobs."
Increased productivity generally results in more wealth, higher wages and reduced inflation. ("Productivity also helps keep inflation in check: A more efficient business can be more profitable and pay its workers more without raising prices," the Journal reported.) "In November, there were a seasonally adjusted 157,678 'high-propensity' new-business applications, those with a high likelihood of turning into businesses with payroll, according to the Census Bureau -- nearly 50 percent above the monthly levels that prevailed before the pandemic."
Frankly, protectionist policies -- such as tariffs (which insulate unproductive businesses from competition) and immigration restriction -- would disrupt these positive trends. Should Trump move ahead with either, he might wind up wrecking the remarkably strong economy Biden is handing him.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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CWG Live updates: Bitter winds today with light snow Friday night
A coating to an inch or two of snow is most probable between Friday night and Saturday morning.
By David Streit, Jason Samenow, Scott Dance, Kevin Ambrose | 2025-01-09
Happening now: Despite sunshine, wind chills stay in the frigid teens this afternoon. Gusts could near 40 mph.
What's next? Winds ease into Friday while clouds gradually increase. Light snow is a good bet Friday night into very early Saturday morning.
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Here's how much snow could fall in the D.C. area Friday night and Saturday
Up to an inch or two could fall.
By Jason Samenow | 2025-01-09

A trio of horses in the snow in Laytonsville, Maryland, on Tuesday (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Computer models are coming into reasonable agreement that the D.C. area will see snow Friday night into early Saturday. This won't be a big a storm, but up to a couple of inches could fall in parts of the region.
A storm developing along the Gulf Coast on Thursday will generate the snowfall as its center slides across Georgia and South Carolina and then offshore Friday into Saturday.
The potential coating of snow will layer atop the 6 to 10 inches that fell from the storm Monday, which was the District's biggest snow event since 2019. Unseasonably cold weather into next week means this snow will stick around awhile and could set the stage for more through the period around the presidential inauguration.

Forecast radar from 9 p.m. Friday to  8 a.m. Saturday (universal time displayed). (WeatherBell)


Here's an approximate timeline for the snow, subject to some minor shifts:
9 p.m. Friday to 1 a.m. Saturday: Light snow slowly develops from southwest to northeast.
1 a.m. to 4 a.m. Saturday: Light snow, possibly moderate at times, especially south and southeast of the District.
4 a.m. to 8 a.m. Saturday: Snow ends from west to east. Some lingering flurries possible after this time.
Temperatures should range from around 25 to 30 degrees throughout the event.

Capital Weather Gang/The Washington Post (Capital Weather Gang/The Washington Post)


This is a classic "coating to 2 inches" snow event for the area. Areas south and southeast of Washington have the best chance to see 2 inches, whereas areas north of the Beltway may end up with a coating to an inch or so.
If the storm shifts a little to the north, the potential for more than an inch or two will expand. Our boom scenario is 2 to 4 inches. On the flip side, if the storm slides even farther south than currently predicted and dry air eats into the available moisture, many areas (especially north of the Beltway) could end up with little or no accumulation.
Here's how much snow models predict for the District:
The timing of the predicted snowfall is optimal for minimizing impact. Much of it will fall during the predawn hours Saturday, one of the quietest travel periods of the week. However, anyone out late Friday night should be aware that snow could begin within a couple hours of midnight and create some slick roads. And people who want to hit the road early Saturday morning may encounter slippery conditions.
This should be a pretty powdery snow that's fast and easy to clear.
On Capital Weather Gang's winter storm impact scale, this event ranks as a Category 1 out of 5, or a "nuisance" snow.

Predicted high and low temperatures from the American modeling system over the next two weeks. (WeatherBell)


Once the storm pulls away Saturday, the enduring cold-weather pattern that began about a week ago is projected to continue for at least another one to two weeks.
Forecast models project highs mostly in the 30s and remaining below seasonal norms without exception.
As long as it stays cold, any storminess that moves into the region has the chance to produce snow or a wintry mix. Models suggest the next opportunity for storminess may come during the window from Jan. 18 to Jan. 22, which includes the presidential inauguration.
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Police investigate two threats at Capitol amid heightened security
The incidents occurred as former president Jimmy Carter lay in state and President-elect Donald Trump visited the building.
By Peter Hermann | 2025-01-09

The U.S. Capitol on Monday, as snow blankets the city. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post) 


A man tried to set a vehicle on fire outside the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday as President-elect Donald Trump entered the building to meet with lawmakers, according to authorities, hours after police said another man tried to enter the Capitol with a machete.
Authorities said the incidents were unrelated, though motives remained uncertain. The back-to-back threats came amid heightened security ahead of Trump's inauguration later this month and Thursday's funeral for former president Jimmy Carter, who had been lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda.
"Twice today our officers stopped a man who could have been a danger to the Capitol Hill community," Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger said in a statement. He said the public viewing for Carter continued uninterrupted.
Police said the incident involving the fire occurred shortly before 5:30 p.m. at First Street SW, near the Grant Memorial at the Capitol Reflecting Pool. According to White House media pool reports, Trump's motorcade approached the Capitol at 5:24 p.m., and Trump entered the Capitol at 5:27 p.m., greeted by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana).
In a statement, police said a bystander alerted officers to a man seen lighting a bag on fire and placing it atop a vehicle. Police said the fire burned out as officers rushed to the vehicle.
Authorities arrested Adrian J. Hinton, 35, of Virginia and charged him with committing unlawful activities. He could make a court appearance Thursday afternoon. It could not immediately be determined whether he has an attorney. Attempts to reach his relatives were not successful.
The Capitol Police department's Hazardous Incident Response Unit and agents with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives responded to the incident. By 7 p.m., police said they "determined that the car was not a danger."
Police said the vehicle had been spray-painted and that accelerants were found in the bag that burned.

Knives and a machete that Capitol Police say a man tried to bring into the Capitol on Wednesday. (U.S. Capitol Police)


Earlier Wednesday, police arrested a man from D.C. who they say tried to enter the Capitol with a bag containing a machete and three knives. Officers discovered the items when he underwent the screening process and the bag was X-rayed, police said.
That incident occurred about 2 p.m. at the Capitol Visitor Center. Police said they arrested Mel J. Horne, 44, on multiple charges of carrying a dangerous weapon. Horne could make a court appearance later on Thursday. It could not immediately be determined if he has an attorney.
Horne's father, 76-year-old Melvin Horne, said his son had used the machete to break up clumps of old rock-salt while shoveling neighbors' sidewalks and a pathway in the Anacostia neighborhood of Southeast Washington.
The elder Horne, a retired federal government worker, said his son put the machete in his backpack and on Wednesday went to the Capitol after seeing an online ad for a group paying people to attend an event. He said his son did not think he would have to pass through security to get inside.
Horne said his son had no intent to harm anyone. "His objective was to get paid for some easy work," his father said.
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Former Wootton High student found guilty of threatening to 'shoot up' school
Former Wootton High student Alex Ye was found guilty of threatening to "shoot up" the Maryland school. The 19-year-old faces up to 10 years in prison.
By Dan Morse | 2025-01-09

Wootton High School in Rockville, Maryland. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


A recent high school student in Maryland was convicted of threatening to shoot up Wootton High School by a judge Wednesday who called him obsessed with school shootings and school shooters.
Alex Ye, 19, of Montgomery County, is scheduled to be sentenced late next month. He faces up to 10 years in prison, though his term could be far shorter. 
"It is clear to the court that Alex was fully aware of the impact of his statements," Judge Jill Cummins said from the bench. "He recognized his statements were terroristic threats."
Ye, who lived in a townhouse with his parents in Rockville, showed little reaction as Cummins issued her verdict. While being led out of court in handcuffs, he nodded slightly toward his mother and father in the front row. Ye had elected to be tried in front of a judge last month rather than a jury.
Prosecutors built their case from concerns over Ye's behavior while a student at Wootton, online messages he sent to a friend, social media posts and -- perhaps most important -- a 129-page book he wrote and shared with the same friend on March 3, 2024.
"I want to shoot up my school," Chapter 1 began. "I've been preparing for it for the past few months."
"As I walk through the hallways, I cherry pick the classrooms that are the easiest targets," he wrote a page later. "These ones are close to the entrance and have windows in the doors. I need to figure out how I'll sneak the gun in. Maybe a duffel bag will work."
Ye had gone to Wootton, a D.C.-suburban school filled with high-achieving and college-bound students, and was also driven to apply for college and succeed there, according to trial evidence.
"Alex Ye is smart," Cummins noted, while adding that he had "an unhealthy obsession with school shootings and their shooters."
Evidence at the trial showed that Ye had drawn a stick figure of a person holding a rifle and had a layout diagram of Wootton. Among his internet searches: "gun range near me," "I do recognize that my plan is fully ethical. It's selfish and evil," "2023 mass shootings" and "how many people did Adam Lanza kill." Lanza carried out a mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012.
"He was clearly planning and making progressions," Assistant State's Attorney Karen Mooney said in her closing argument.
Ye named the main character of his book James Wang. In court Wednesday, Cummins noted a string of similarities between him and Ye.
"James Wang is Alex, a transgender Asian male who was a junior in high school when he made a disclosure to the school therapist that he wanted to shoot up a school and as a result was hospitalized," Cummins said.
Other similarities, she noted: Both Alex and James "attacked a staff member and stabbed him with a plastic knife" at a psychiatric hospital; both learned how to box while hospitalized; both tried to escape from the hospital; and both had "homicidal ideations of shooting up a school.
Ye's defense attorneys had argued his book was fiction, protected by his right to free speech, and the main character ended up not shooting anyone, seeking help from a school counselor while spending most of the book in a mental health hospital. However discomforting the words were, the attorneys argued, they didn't meet the legal definition of a legitimate threat under the Maryland count of "threat of mass violence" with which he was charged.
"He wrote a fictional book, your honor," Paulette Pagan said in her closing argument. "Understanding the seriousness? Absolutely. The concerns? Absolutely. The disturbing nature? Absolutely. It's hard. Of course, it is. The law is still the law."
Cummins saw it differently.
"The court finds that the book is not a work of fiction but is an account of Alex's life and his thoughts," Cummins said.
Ye has suffered from mental health issues in recent years, according to trial testimony. His attorneys could argue next month that his sentencing should be structured more around psychiatric treatment than prison incarceration. Pagan declined to comment about her plans at sentencing, but she said, "Mr. Ye and his family are eager for his return home to begin the next chapter of healing and restoration."
In her closing argument, Pagan noted that Instagram messages between Ye and the friend he shared his book with showed he had no intentions of shooting up a school.
Pagan said that when a friend asked Ye, "Are you actually going to do it?" Ye said no.
And she said the book, taken as a whole, wasn't a threat.
"This is something that was sent to a friend of his who he had been discussing that he was writing a fictional novel about a potential school shooting," Pagan said. "And in the book, the person decides not to do it."
But Assistant State's Attorney James Dietrich countered that "context matters a lot in this case," given the evidence of Ye talking about school shootings as far back as 2022 and his research into gun ranges and other topics. Sending out the book was just a part.
"It's not a hermetically sealed event," Dietrich had told Cummins. "It is one event that culminates from a whole history of school shooting obsession."
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D.C.-area school closings and delays for Jan. 9 as snow cleanup continues
Some D.C. area schools may close or open on a delayed schedule on Thursday. 
By April Bethea | 2025-01-09

A deer crosses Central Avenue in Gaithersburg, Maryland, on Monday. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


This week's winter storm continues to disrupt classes across the D.C. region, with many schools opting to remain closed or open on a delayed schedule on Thursday.
D.C. Public Schools was among just a few districts to hold classes on Wednesday. Many school districts have so far opted to use traditional snow days, giving students days off with no virtual learning. On Wednesday, however, Alexandria City Public Schools switched to asynchronous learning.
Districts say they are continuing to monitor road conditions in weighing whether to hold classes.
"District teams have mobilized over the past 48 hours to clear parking lots, building entrances, and surrounding sidewalks," Prince George's County Public Schools said in announcing it would be closed Thursday. "Despite these efforts, temperatures remain low with wind chills, and ice on secondary roads continues to create hazardous travel conditions."
We'll update this file as districts announce their plans for Thursday.
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D.C.-area forecast: Bitter winds today with light snow late Friday night
A coating to an inch or two of snow is most probable between Friday night and Saturday morning.
By David Streit | 2025-01-09

View from the White House East Colonnade in the District on Wednesday. (angela n.)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
4/10: The sunshine is little consolation with gusty winds making it feel like teens and single digits.
Brrr! The north winds and snow cover are a chilly tag team today. A storm passes well to our south Friday night into early Saturday but pushes enough moisture north to offer a fresh coating atop our existing snow cover. Accumulations probably range from a dusting to a couple inches. Sunshine returns Sunday and Monday but any notable warming looks like it is at least a week away.
Today (Thursday): The plentiful sun is no match for the blustery northwest winds, gusting to near 40 mph. Highs are in the mid-20s to near 30 but wind chills are only in the single digits in the morning and teens in the afternoon. Confidence: High
Tonight: Clear skies and twinkling stars look nice but if you must be out, bundle up. Winds from the northwest still gust up to about 25 mph and that means another night with wind chills in the single digits. Lows range through the teens. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): Despite a developing storm still only progressing along the Gulf Coast, upper level winds pull the moisture our way and clouds gradually increase. Plenty of dry air near the ground holds off any snow. Winds are much lighter from the northwest so highs in the upper 20s to lower 30s are more manageable than Thursday. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: The storm crosses to the Carolina coast and clouds thicken in the evening. Snowflakes could begin to reach the area near midnight. By morning, between a coating and a couple of inches are possible, with the highest amounts south and southeast of the District. Winds are minimal and lows are mainly in the low to mid-20s. Confidence: Medium
Snow showers likely linger Saturday morning but little additional accumulation is expected. By afternoon, skies are likely to start clearing and winds from the northwest become brisk. Highs should reach the low to mid-30s. Overnight lows fall to the mid-teens to lower 20s. Confidence: Medium
Sunday and Monday are both mainly sunny and chilly. Highs hover in the upper 20s to mid-30s, and lows are mainly in the teens. The clear skies allow a nice view of Venus and Saturn nearing each other on the southwest horizon in the evenings. Confidence: Medium-High
A daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-10 scale.
5/10 (-): Snow is probable Friday night and Saturday morning, but there's just a 50-50 shot at getting an inch.
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Lawmakers gavel in, gavel out as Richmond's water crisis drags on
Richmond Mayor Danny Avula said that water service has returned in some areas and that most residents could see at least a trickle by Wednesday afternoon.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella | 2025-01-08

Volunteers hand out cases of bottled water to Richmond residents at Broad Rock Library on Jan. 8 as the city experiences a water outage. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- A line of blue port-a-johns stood outside the State Capitol on Wednesday as the Virginia General Assembly convened for all of about 90 minutes before gaveling out until Monday, unable to get this year's session fully underway because of a city water outage.
Lawmakers, many of whom had been without water since converging on Richmond this week, giggled through the strange and truncated day.
"The quote of the day: 'Have you had a shower?' " joked Del. Will Morefield (R-Tazewell) as he greeted colleagues on the House floor with hugs.
"I'm afraid to drink too much because there's no restroom," said Del. Terry G. Kilgore (R-Scott), cracking a sparkling water just before the House gaveled in.
Senate Majority Leader Scott Surovell (D-Fairfax) adjusted his speech during his ceremonial visit to the House chamber to fit the occasion: "The Senate is hydrated, showered and duly organized and ready to proceed to business."

A restroom is closed at the Virginia Capitol on the first day of the legislative session while Richmond is undergoing a water outage on Jan. 8. (Mike Kropf/AP)



A row of portable toilets behind the Virginia Capitol are in place for staff and legislators to use during the outage. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)


Joking aside, residents throughout the capital city and parts of surrounding counties remained without water or under a boil advisory since a winter storm knocked out Richmond's 100-year-old primary treatment plant on Monday. Mayor Danny Avula said Wednesday that two pumps had come online during the night, three more were ready to go and the system was beginning to flow.
Much of the city had at least some water restored by about 3:30 p.m., but officials cautioned residents to limit their use so the system could continue to build pressure. The city cannot begin testing water quality until a certain level of pressure is reached, and residents will have to boil water before consuming it for at least 16 hours after testing begins. That pushes full use into Friday.
Avula said he has been in regular contact with Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) and the governor's chief of staff, John Littel. Youngkin called the Virginia National Guard into service overnight, bringing 2,000-gallon tankers to provide water at locations that need it, along with 600,000 bottles of water, the mayor said.
"I know people are angry and frustrated and tired, and we are doing everything we can to support the city to make sure that we get through this as quickly as we can," Youngkin told reporters during an impromptu gaggle at the Capitol.
Youngkin said state officials learned about the outage Monday afternoon -- around when city residents got first official word -- and immediately set out to help. The state moved eight water tankers to city hospitals that might otherwise have to divert new patients -- or even evacuate existing ones -- and has ordered 15 more, Youngkin said.
"There is a very, very good rhythm in supplying our hospitals," he said. "I have to say, it's one of our biggest challenges."

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), left, speaks to Senate Majority Leader Scott Surovell (D-Fairfax) on Jan. 8. (Mike Kropf/AP)


The governor praised officials from Henrico, Hanover and Chesterfield counties for pitching in with Richmond and the state; those jurisdictions are connected to the city's water supply and switched to backup systems when Richmond's went down on Monday. They also made fire suppression vehicles and equipment available should the city need help, Youngkin said.
He added that he has experienced "off and on" outages at the Executive Mansion. "The situation with interruption of Richmond's water supply and the crisis that has ensued I know has caused substantial anger and frustration with so many people here in the city, and it's justified," he said. "And I know that folks are tired and they're ready to get back to normal."
In a Wednesday morning news conference, Avula thanked the state, neighboring counties and private businesses for their help. He said Walmart sent six tractor-trailers with water during the night and was sending another six Wednesday. The city has about a dozen water distribution points set up in various neighborhoods, offering three liters per person per household.
The outage began Monday morning when a winter storm caused a two-hour power outage at the city's main water treatment facility. A battery backup failed after one hour, leading to a cascading series of problems that resulted in flooded electrical equipment and disruption of the main IT system. Getting the various interlocking components up and running again proved difficult, and an electrical panel failed again Tuesday afternoon, setting back the whole process, city officials said.
The problems shuttered the State Capitol and surrounding office buildings just as members of the General Assembly converged on Richmond for this year's legislative session. House and Senate leaders gaveled in Wednesday at noon as required by state law, but had sent most support staff home. After adopting some necessary procedural resolutions and shifting some deadlines for filing legislation, the lawmakers adjourned until Monday morning.
Youngkin, who had been scheduled to deliver his annual State of the Commonwealth speech to the legislature at 4 p.m. Wednesday, will instead make his speech Monday at 10 a.m.

Snow covers the ground outside the Capitol. (John C. Clark/For The Washington Post)


With the crisis wearing on, Avula asked Wednesday morning for understanding.
"Just have grace for each other, right? This is a really challenging time. People are losing patience, haven't showered since Monday morning, etcetera. Right? And so let's just be kind to one another and think about how we can preserve water for the most vulnerable residents," he said.
Avula said he was at the water treatment facility until midnight, joined by officials from Henrico, Hanover and Chesterfield counties. Those counties disconnected from the system and activated their own backups on Monday, but on Tuesday parts of Hanover and Henrico began experiencing water outages or drops in pressure.
Henrico County Manager John Vithoulkas said at a news briefing Wednesday afternoon that crews working overnight in the bitter cold were able to restore water to nearly 6,000 residents and businesses in the county. But he also announced a boil water advisory for the entire county, not just the eastern portion that has experienced a loss of water service. With Henrico schools closed again Thursday, he said three schools and a sports and events center would be made available for showers.
Richmond officials had been hopeful that the system was coming back throughout the day on Tuesday, but setbacks continued.
Overnight, though, two pumps began functioning, with three more ready to go once pressure in the system gets high enough, Avula said. Thirteen filters are operating out of about 20 overall, he said. As of Wednesday morning, water was flowing into the system at a rate of 45 million gallons per day, up from about 9 million gallons per day just before midnight, filling the main reservoir to a height of about seven feet. Avula said the reservoir typically operates at a height of about 18 feet.
City officials warned that as service returns, the water initially will be brown and full of sediment as the system flushes itself out.
Avula promised that the city would do a thorough examination of what went wrong once the crisis has passed.
"Undoubtedly this whole episode is highlighting ongoing concerns about the fact that we live in an old city with an aging infrastructure," Avula said, adding that he had not yet spoken with state lawmakers about the possibility of seeking funding for improvements.
Youngkin, too, was asked whether the crisis might drive interest in giving the city more money for infrastructure. He said that in a brief meeting with legislators after Wednesday's short session got underway, he discussed the need for an "after-action report ... to make sure we understand what happened here. I do think there were a multitude of factors that contributed to this, but we need to step back and make sure we understand it thoroughly."
At a news conference Wednesday afternoon at the state's Emergency Operations Center in Chesterfield County, Youngkin warned of another "serious storm" on the way, with snow predicted across the state Friday and Saturday. He said officials were concerned that it could set back progress at the plant.
"Job One is to get everything back up and running as it's supposed to be, and while we're at it, we need to make sure that if there's anything we need to do to prevent this from happening again this weekend and [with] this next storm, the team is focused on that," he said.
Youngkin was asked about reports of price gouging, with a reporter saying his news station had received a photo of 24-pack of bottled water priced at $53 at a city retailer.
"That's illegal," Youngkin said, adding that Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) is investigating.
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Md. Gov. Moore plans $2 billion in cuts, including climate programs
Facing a $3 billion budget gap, the first-term governor says Maryland shouldn't spend as much on climate change goals that the Trump administration doesn't support.
By Erin Cox, Katie Shepherd | 2025-01-08

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore talks with reporters in his office as Maryland lawmakers convene for a new legislative session on Wednesday. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


Maryland Gov. Wes Moore said Wednesday that he plans to roll back spending on some of the state's ambitious climate change goals as part of an effort to find $2 billion in cuts, the opening offer in negotiations with the General Assembly over how to close a looming budget shortfall.
"This is going to be the season of hard choices, and I think it's long overdue," Moore, a first-term Democrat, said during a public appearance in Annapolis ahead of the General Assembly's opening day.
"The spending that we have in the state has just absolutely exploded, and we have no data to show measurements of efficacy as to how that capital was used," Moore continued. "We've got to be serious about this."
The state's general fund is $27.2 billion. A lackluster economy, paired with the end of temporary pandemic aid and over-enrollment in popular programs such as Medicaid, has created a projected $3 billion deficit for the new fiscal year. State officials must close that gap before their annual 90-day session adjourns in April.
Environmental programs built on federal cash are just one of many anticipated cuts, which will touch nearly every aspect of state government, Moore said in an interview with The Washington Post after he made his announcement.
"We're not going to balance our budget on the environment," Moore said.
The cuts to climate programs may include dramatic reductions for the ones reliant on federal support, such as the state's nascent offshore wind program. But overall spending on environment programs in the state may increase under his proposed budget.
"There's some aspects of budget that I don't like. But what I know is these are things that have to be done. We've got to be adults inside of this moment," Moore said.
During a wide-ranging interview Wednesday morning that was part of an Eye on Annapolis event hosted by the Daily Record, the governor signaled his continued reluctance to raise taxes to address the projected shortfall, and he did not offer any specifics on inefficient programs he planned to cut.
But he pointed to the incoming Trump administration as a reason for cutting environmental policies beloved by Democrats, noting that it did not make sense for Maryland to continue investing as much in its climate change goals when the state no longer has a federal partner to help pay for it.
"So many elements of our environmental agenda, things I believe in deeply, I also know that we have an administration coming into Washington who calls it the great green 'hoax,' " the governor said at the public event.
Maryland has some of the nation's most aggressive goals to transition to clean energy, and in 2022, Moore ran on enacting them. But his goals have run headlong into a financial reality that has spurred other hard budget decisions.
Already, Maryland has dramatically trimmed transportation spending and is debating adjusting an ambitious education program prized by Democrats -- known as the Blueprint for Maryland's Future -- to rein in future deficits.
Democrats hold supermajorities in both chambers of the General Assembly but have not coalesced around a strategy to fix the state's balance sheets in the near term.
House Democrats have floated potential tax revenue increases alongside cuts to help bridge the divide, while Senate Democrats have resisted those efforts.
On Wednesday morning, hours before the legislative session was set to begin, House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones (D-Baltimore County) emphasized the need for lawmakers to make difficult choices, signaling that the House will consider pursuing new revenue to close the gap.
"We can't just cut our way out of this financial situation," she said.

House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones introduces Maryland Lt. Gov. Aruna Miller and Gov. Wes Moore as Maryland lawmakers convene for a new legislative session Wednesday. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


Moore's budget will be the starting point for budget negotiations among legislative leaders, who are bracing for difficult conversations that may be made even tougher under the new White House administration.
The Senate may hold a higher bar for any tax increases. Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) said Wednesday that raising revenue would be a last resort but did not rule it out. But he said any policy the Senate moves forward will have to protect Maryland families from rising costs and keep the state economically competitive with its neighbors.

Senate President Bill Ferguson, seen Wednesday. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


Ferguson also said the state must look for ways to address unanticipated spending on entitlement programs without cutting the investments that benefit the most vulnerable residents. He said lawmakers would not support cuts to programs such as Medicaid, even though the state has spent significantly more than expected as people have increasingly sought health care in the years since the pandemic.
At the Eye on Annapolis event, Moore also said he wants to tackle how the state pays for transportation projects. He called the reliance on gas tax revenue, which has been declining for years as vehicles become more fuel efficient and electric cars become more prevalent, a "business model mess." He also said he plans to introduce legislation to address the affordable-housing crisis, though he did not offer details.
Moore reiterated his plan for strategic investments, citing his experience as an investment banker before he got into politics and identifying life sciences and cyber industries as key targets for growing the state economy. He did not say whether he would support or oppose potential tax increases, but he said he was focused on making government more effective and efficient.
"I've said before that the bar for me on revenue is very high," he said during the event. "That bar has not moved."
Environmentalists rejected Moore's position that the state could not move forward on climate goals under the Trump administration and urged him to back proposed legislation to charge fossil fuel companies for damage caused by climate change. New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) signed a similar law in December.
"The governor shouldn't backtrack on any of the state's climate commitments," Mike Tidwell, director of the Chesapeake Climate Action Network advocacy group, said in an interview. "We think that if Governor Moore wants an environmental legacy, he has to support this bill. It's the number one climate bill before this session."
But Moore's proposal to roll back investment in climate change programs found an early and potent supporter in Ferguson.
"We have to be realistic with the resources that we know are or are not available at the federal level moving forward, and so I think it's smart to readjust," Ferguson said in an interview. "The federal support around that the national climate agenda is going to be more challenging. And so we have to adapt."
Moore's budget will be released next week, but lawmakers have said that conversations around how to fill the hole are likely to continue into March and early April as they learn more about what a second Trump presidency will bring.
They will be closely watching how the incoming administration approaches federal spending, investment in Maryland-based agencies like the Food and Drug Administration and possible cuts to the federal workforce. Maryland's financial outlook could be heavily affected particularly if there are deep cuts to federal jobs, which contribute about 11 percent of the wages earned by Marylanders.

Maryland lawmakers convene for a new legislative session Wednesday. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


Rolling back some climate change goals is the most specific cut Moore has floated to address the budget crisis or respond to new realities under the Trump administration.
"I will not make goals that we could not hit. And we have to be really thoughtful and sober about the current environment that we find ourselves in," Moore said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/01/08/maryland-governor-moore-budget-cuts/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



CWG Live updates: Wind chilled tonight and Thursday. Snow possible Friday night into Saturday.
This is quite the cold stretch we're in, and it looks to last through at least the end of next week.
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, April Bethea, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-01-09
Happening now: As skies trend clearer tonight, most spots should fall to the mid- and upper teens. Perhaps near 20 downtown. With gusts of 20 to 25 mph, wind chills dip to the single digits to near zero.
What's next? Still very cold, with stronger winds tomorrow and lighter winds Friday. Our next chance of snow comes Friday night into early Saturday, then staying cold through next week.
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Extra TSA checks surprise fliers before Carter funeral, Trump inauguration
Travelers are reporting extra gate screenings before their flights to D.C. The TSA said it's on high alert after incidents in New Orleans and Las Vegas.
By Tobi Raji, Hannah Sampson | 2025-01-08

Travelers wait in the JetBlue check-in area at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York on Dec. 24. (Yuki Iwamura/Getty Images)


When Taylor Burkett, 18, arrived at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport on Saturday, she noticed three or four Transportation Security Administration agents stationed near her gate.
Burkett, a freshman returning to the University of Maryland, said the sight made her "uneasy."
"I thought there was some sort of threat made toward the airport or our flight," she said.
Burkett said the agents double-checked everyone's identification, including hers, before they boarded their Alaska Airlines jet to Baltimore-Washington International Marshall Airport. She said other travelers, many of whom appeared to be young White men, were selected for pat-downs and luggage searches. TSA agents also asked for the last names of every passenger, she said.
Burkett is one of dozens of travelers who flew into the Washington region from as far as Houston and San Francisco in recent days who have reported that TSA agents have stepped up their security measures, performing additional screenings at airport gates.
The enhanced screenings come as Washington prepares for several high-profile events, including former president Jimmy Carter's state funeral Thursday and President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration Jan. 20.
This week also marked the fourth anniversary of the deadly Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Five people died as a result of the riot, and more than 140 police officers were injured defending the building. Nearly 1,600 people have been charged in the attack, and more than 1,250 have been convicted. In the days that followed, airlines and airports tightened security; carriers banned some travelers who behaved aggressively on flights. Citing a "mob mentality," a union representing flight attendants called for rioters to be restricted from flying home from D.C.
The TSA said this week that it has been on high alert. "We are in a heightened period of security related to recent incidents and we're going into another period where we have high national security events," the agency said in a statement Tuesday, referring to the certification of Trump's election win, the Jan. 6 anniversary, Carter's funeral and Trump's inauguration.
Rich Davis, a senior security adviser at International SOS, a health and security risk management firm, said recent events such as the Bourbon Street attack in New Orleans and the Las Vegas Cybertruck explosion have further heightened TSA's vigilance.
Agencies such as the TSA "have to deal with both threats that might be known through the intelligence agencies, and of course, they always have to be aware of threats that might be in the works where we have no intelligence," he said.
Davis said the TSA works to address known and unknown threats by screening passengers, searching checked and carry-on luggage, and requiring airlines and airports to perform their own security screenings.
"They have the option to decide if they want to do additional screening on you or me, or open up an additional carry-on bag or three, open up an additional checked baggage or three or 33," Davis said.
Authorities have rolled out more streamlined security checkpoints in recent years with the use of facial recognition technology, meaning some travelers no longer have to show a boarding pass or even, in some cases, identification. That trend could make manual boarding pass and ID checks feel even more unexpected, especially after travelers have gone through a checkpoint.
Passengers traveling to Reagan National, Dulles International and BWI airports told The Washington Post and reported on social media that TSA agents reviewed identification and boarding passes and searched their carry-on luggage in a secondary screening just before they boarded the plane, well past the standard security checkpoint.
Some have asked other social media users whether what they experienced is normal. While the extent of the secondary security screenings varied -- some said they were "swabbed" by TSA agents; others said there were bomb-sniffing dogs at their gates -- many of the travelers worried that the heightened measures indicated a serious threat.
Mike Davis, whose United Airlines flight landed at Dulles on Monday night, said at least four TSA agents checked everyone's identification -- including his -- against their boarding passes at the gate at Denver International Airport.
In an interview, Davis, the founder and president of the Article III Project, a conservative judicial advocacy group, said he wondered whether there was a legitimate terror threat or whether the security was a political show of force tied to the Jan. 6 anniversary. A Trump loyalist who was floated as a possible attorney general pick during the election, Davis has called for the president-elect to pardon Jan. 6 "protesters who fell victim to radical Democrat lawfare."
Davis said he had only ever experienced such extra security screening when traveling overseas.
In recent years, some travelers have noted on Reddit and frequent-flier message boards that they also experienced TSA checks at the gate. But the recent examples have gained heightened attention because of their frequency and timing.
"Nothing is more important to TSA than ensuring the security of our nation's transportation systems and keeping the traveling public safe," the TSA statement said. "TSA's multiple layers of security are both seen and unseen to keep threats at bay and our transportation systems secure."
Mildred Degboe, a student at Howard University, counted three agents near her gate at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport on Saturday. Degboe, 21, was returning to Washington after attending her church's annual youth conference.
"My first thought was like, 'Oh, what kind of people are flying out of Atlanta?'" Degboe said. "But now, looking at it, I think it kind of slipped my mind all the security risks that come with being around here."
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A fresh coating of snow could fall Friday night into Saturday in D.C. area
No more than an inch or two appears likely. Any snow should end Saturday morning.
By Jason Samenow | 2025-01-09

City workers clear the District's streets of snow. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


The D.C. area could see its second bout of snow this week on Saturday, but amounts likely won't come close to the hefty 6 to 10 inches produced by Monday's snowstorm.
A juicy storm developing along the Gulf Coast is the potential source of the snow. But the storm center is poised to slide by well south of the Washington region, slipping off the coast of Georgia and South Carolina and then out to sea.
It will probably only fling enough moisture northward for a coating to a couple of inches of snow in the D.C. area. It's also possible that it passes so far south that no snow falls locally.
Light snow could begin as early as 10 p.m. Friday through 1 a.m. Saturday. If you sleep in Saturday, you may miss it, as any snowfall could end by early to midmorning.

A European model simulation of snowfall between 10 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. Saturday. Universal time is displayed; subtract five hours for Eastern time. ( (WeatherBell))


The trend in recent days has been for decreasing amounts of snow in the D.C. area. On Tuesday, we indicated that models showed very high chances for at least an inch, and a small chance for more than three inches.
Now they indicate about a 50-50 chance for an inch and have essentially ruled out more than 3 inches.
Here's how much snow the different models predict:
Taking everything together, a dusting to two inches is the most likely forecast right now. Again, it's also possible that the area is shut out from snow if the storm slides by far enough to the south. Unless there's a big shift to the north in the storm track, the ceiling for snowfall in our region is around 3 inches.

The National Weather Service is predicting about an inch of snow through Saturday morning. 


The District's northern suburbs will probably receive the least amount of snow from this storm -- perhaps just a dusting or less.
If there's accumulating snow, it will probably have relatively minor effects on the area. Much of whatever snow falls will occur while most people are sleeping Friday night into Saturday morning.
There's an outside chance the storm speeds up, coating roads while people are out and about Friday evening. Or it could slow down, extending the snow into midday Saturday. Both of the possibilities should be kept in mind as the snow could briefly reduce visibility and create slick spots.
With temperatures in the 20s, it should be a light, powdery snow that you can sweep away with a broom. It may have the welcome effect of garnishing the crusty brown snow piles lining streets with a fresh coating of white.
As the storm is sliding by to our south, you may encounter more disruption from the snow toward southeast Virginia and southern parts of Maryland's Eastern Shore. These areas have a better chance to pick up a few inches Friday night into Saturday morning.
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Driver killed in Maryland
A man driving for a ride-booking company was shot in his car on New Year's Day in Maryland. He died Tuesday.
By Dan Morse | 2025-01-08

Police tape. (iStock)


A driver for a ride-booking company who was shot on New Year's Day has died of his injuries, Prince George's County police said Wednesday.
Oluwatosin Adetula, 36, was working when he was shot in the town of Cottage City. He died Tuesday.
Investigators continue to seek suspects and a motive, authorities said.
About 10:40 p.m. Jan. 1, police were called to a reported shooting in the 3300 block of Bladensburg Road. They found Adetula in a parking lot suffering from gunshot wounds, police said. He was taken to a hospital.
The shooting was the first homicide of 2025 in Prince George's County, where police have investigated at least 100 killings in each of the past four years.
Two leading ride-booking companies, Uber and Lyft, could not immediately be reached for comment Wednesday. Family members of Adetula could not be reached.
Police said a reward of up to $25,000 is being offered for information leading to an arrest and indictment in the case.
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Accused of trespassing, Metro cuts some Maryland bus stops
The stops have been there for about half a century, Metro said.
By Rachel Weiner | 2025-01-08

A Metro bus drives through D.C. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Metro is abruptly eliminating eight stops in Oxon Hill, Maryland, in response to a demand from an apartment complex owner who complained that buses were damaging private roads.
The change, announced Monday, will take effect Sunday. Along with four stops inside Forest Hill Apartments, Metro says it has to eliminate four stops on Wheeler Hills Road because they can't be reached without going through the apartment complex. Those stops service a recently built senior community, the Homes at Oxon Hill. Metro says riders must now catch the bus at Southern Avenue or Wheeler Road.
The stops have been in place for close to 50 years, Metro said. But in a letter dated Nov. 25, an attorney for Forest Hill accused Metro of "trespassing" on the route. The apartment owners "did not initially object because the route benefited the residents of the Property," the letter written by attorney Elliott Engel said. But, Engel said, "the heavy buses have been significantly impacting and damaging the asphalt," and Metro refuses to repair the roads.

A map of bus stations in Oxon Hill, Maryland, that will be eliminated after the owner of the Forest Hill Apartments accused Metro of trespassing. (WMATA)


The letter also accuses Metro of ignoring efforts to resolve the dispute amicably and says Forest Hill may file a lawsuit for financial compensation.
Avi Bernstein, president of the real estate company BDMG, is copied on the letter. He declined to comment.
Forest Hill was built in 1965 -- before Metro buses existed. It was bought by its current owners in 2012, according to Maryland real estate records. BDMG owns and manages 10,000 units in Maryland, according to its website, mostly in the D.C. suburbs. The site advertises that at Forest Hill, "Public transportation picks up and drops off on the property."
Nettie Laster, 75, who has lived in a Forest Hill apartment for three decades, said residents only got word this week of the change.
"It's awful," she said, particularly for residents who live on the back side of the complex. She said there is a major pothole on the street inside but that delivery vehicles, garbage trucks and residents' cars could all be responsible: "I think its kind of unfair to blame it all on Metrobus."
Metro is redesigning its entire bus network this summer. Under the plan released this past fall, the P12 would become the P93 but still would have gone through the Forest Hill complex. About 150 people use those stops on weekdays, the agency said.
Kathy Johnson, 67, lives at the Homes at Oxon Hill. She said that she isn't a regular bus rider but that many of her neighbors are, and she frequently helps them board. Now they will have to walk about a quarter mile -- a challenge for elderly and disabled residents.
"We have people in wheelchairs, people on walkers," Johnson said. "We have people missing limbs. It's very inconvenient for us."
Aaron Wiener contributed to this report.
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Federal agencies to open, but many D.C. area schools remain closed on Jan. 8
Despite freezing temperatures and a biting wind, sunny skies Tuesday are allowing crews to clear roads across the region.
By Jason Samenow, April Bethea | 2025-01-08

People play in the snow on Capitol Hill on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Most D.C. area schools will remain closed for a third day Wednesday as clean up continues after this week's winter storm and its 6 to 10 inches of snow. But a few districts, as well as federal agencies, plan to reopen.
D.C. Public Schools will open, Alexandria City Public Schools will shift to virtual learning and at least two other districts have announced two-hour delays. Federal agencies will also open Wednesday, with the option for unscheduled leave or telework, according to the Office of Personnel Management.
Despite freezing temperatures and a biting wind, sunny skies Tuesday are allowing crews to clear roads across the region. In some of the larger counties, however, it takes time to reach more remote neighborhood roads. That's why some schools are shutting their doors for one more day.
(Last updated at 9:58 a.m. Wednesday)
So far, most D.C.-area districts have not shifted to virtual learning as many built traditional snow days into their academic calendars. Learn more about the weather policies for several area districts here.
(Earlier predictions by Capital Weather Gang for schools and federal offices on Wednesday.)
In the large counties south and southeast of the District, we think there's about 50-50 chance they remain closed for another day because they received the most snow and also have some hard-to-reach neighborhoods for snow-clearing crews. The cold weather isn't helping matters, and slushy spots will refreeze Tuesday night. For school systems that don't close, there's a reasonable chance of a delay. But on-time openings are possible in these counties, so we advise students to do their homework.

(Capital Weather Gang)


Closer to the District and in its northern suburbs, we think it's less probable schools will close. Even a delay is just 50-50.
We expect that federal offices will be open Wednesday. There's a slight chance that the Office of Personnel Management delays opening and a better one that it gives workers the flexibility to take an unscheduled day of leave or to telework (for those who don't already have that option).

(Capital Weather Gang)
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The Samoan card game sweeping the Commanders locker room
Shuffle up and learn Suipi, the game that has helped the playoff-bound team build its bond off the field this season.
By Sam Fortier | 2025-01-09

Suipi Commanders (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post;iStock)


During the dog days of training camp, when they had more time at the facility than they knew what to do with, Marcus Mariota suggested the Washington Commanders quarterbacks play a round of an old Samoan card game called Suipi (pronounced "sweepy").
Using a standard deck, Mariota lay four cards face up in the middle of the table and dealt six cards to each of the four players. The goal, he explained, was "matching and adding" -- for him and his partner to capture the most points by building stacks of cards.
The players caught on quickly. Growing up, Jayden Daniels played lots of games with his family, including Pit, which simulated a stock exchange, and during his predraft training, he and a friend had battled over the board game Sequence. The Commanders QBs split into teams -- Daniels and Mariota vs. third-stringer Jeff Driskel and undrafted rookie Sam Hartman -- and got into heated battles.
"Once the quarterback room learned it, it really kind of caught fire," Mariota remembered. "Guys kept asking, 'Hey, what game are you guys playing?'"

Backup quarterback Marcus Mariota started the Suipi craze during training camp. Quarterbacks coach Tavita Pritchard, who played growing up, initially got boxed out. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


Over the next four months, Suipi swept through the facility. Most of the roster learned how to play, and games popped up in the locker room, lounge and sauna. Several players said tight end Zach Ertz is one of the team's most prolific competitors -- he's involved in multiple series with multiple partners, including left guard Nick Allegretti -- and during a practice week, many players will "get out of meetings and be like, 'You want to play Suipi?'" defensive tackle Sheldon Day said. Those games can last for an hour or three after work.
Suipi, therefore, is a small symbol of how everything has changed for this playoff-bound franchise over the past year -- an example of the camaraderie of this team, which the players often refer to as "the brotherhood."
In past seasons, defensive tackle Daron Payne said, there would be "like one, two or three guys" who would stick around after practice to hang out. "Now, it's like the whole locker room," he said.
"Guys want to be around," Mariota said. "They want to work hard for each other, and obviously everyone's got family, and they got things they got to do, but even just little things like playing cards bring the team closer together. I'm a firm believer that when you have a close team, you find ways to win."
There is not much about the history of Suipi online. (The Centre for Samoan Studies did not reply to an email for this story.) Explainers acknowledge the rules can vary by family. Three Commanders of Samoan descent -- Mariota, linebacker Frankie Luvu and quarterbacks coach Tavita Pritchard -- grew up playing it with friends and elders. "It's just something that's been passed [down]," Luvu said, adding, "Every Polynesian probably knows how to play. ... If you see [a deck of] cards, it's like, 'Oh, let's play Suipi.'"
Unfortunately for Pritchard, who helped Mariota teach the quarterbacks, the most popular version of the game is for four players.
"Since we have four quarterbacks, [I] got iced out," he said with mock indignation.
While learning, other parts of Samoan culture rubbed off on the team. Some players now refer to teammates other than Luvu -- whose nickname is "Uce" -- as "uce," which is Samoan slang for "brother." "I learned it from uce," undrafted rookie tight end Colson Yankoff said, meaning Mariota.
The first time Day saw teammates playing, he thought it was one of the card games common across the league, such as Tonk, Bourre or Spades.
"Then they was like, 'Nah, uce, we're playing Suipi," he said. "I'm like, swee -- what?"
Suipi is similar to an American game called Casino, and as rookie tight end Ben Sinnott has learned: "If you have a hand good enough to sweep the board clean, then it's a 'Suipi,' which is an extra point."
In late September, the Commanders upset the Cincinnati Bengals on a Monday night and flew directly to Arizona for a week of practice ahead of a game against the Cardinals. The players used the surplus of free time to play more Suipi. "We were still really new as a group together, and so I thought spending a whole week [together in Arizona was] ... a step in the right direction," Coach Dan Quinn said.
Luvu said he had never played Suipi with the Carolina Panthers or the New York Jets, where he spent the first six years of his career, and that he called his family to tell them how the game had caught on with the Commanders. "They're like, 'That's dope!'" he said.
Over his first 11 seasons in the NFL, Ertz said he seldom played cards in the locker room. "I don't like betting money," he explained. But he likes Suipi because it's low stakes, fast-paced, competitive and "good fellowship."
"That's the beauty of Suipi," Driskel agreed. "You never play for [money] -- just the love of the game."

Linebacker Frankie Luvu was so excited Suipi caught on with the Commanders that he called his family to tell them. (Nick Wass/AP)


Now, Ertz and Allegretti battle Luvu and Mariota before practice every Wednesday and Thursday, and Ertz plays with the tight ends every night before a game.
"It gets competitive," Sinnott said. "If Zach doesn't win, he's like --" Sinnott made an angry face.
"Zach and I tend to err on [the aggressive] side, so we crush [Sinnott and John Bates] or get beat," Yankoff said. "There's, like, no close ones. But it makes it really fun."
After a while, new players liked to test their skills by playing Mariota or Luvu one-on-one -- because together, opponents allege, Mariota and Luvu sometimes cheat by communicating in a language they don't understand.
"We're teaching them how to count in Samoan," Mariota said, grinning.
The quarterbacks play three times per week. If the football game is on Sunday, Driskel said, they play once Saturday morning and twice Saturday night. About halfway through the year, they started keeping an all-time score, and according to Mariota, he and Daniels fell into a 7-2 hole that they've slowly, steadily turned into a 15-14 lead.
"You can put that out there," Mariota told a reporter, hinting at the competitiveness between the players. Daniels said: "I think I'm up there as one of the top players."
Yankoff also claims a positive record, and when a reporter pointed out every player said they win more than they lose, he conceded "That doesn't add up."
In recent weeks, some players have gravitated toward dominoes. It's the latest evolution for a locker room that started the year by playing ping pong and beanbag toss. Some players still say the most fun game they've played was when, on a preseason plane ride, they tried What's Your Bid, the board game punter Tress Way invented in 2017. (Surprisingly, Way doesn't play Suipi; teammates mostly play during his busy times, he said.)
Late in the season, the stakes of the most intense games have gotten a little higher. Mariota and Luvu are up 11-9 in the series against Ertz and Allegretti, Ertz said, and they agreed at some point that the losers would treat the winners to dinner. Even though Ertz never liked to gamble on cards, he doesn't seem to mind this bet -- which gets at the bigger picture.
"Guys just like being around each other," Ertz said. "It's just another way to get together, hang out and not really focus on football but just continue to bond. I've been in a lot of locker rooms [where] guys are immediately out the door whenever the day is over, or they're doing their own thing throughout the day. But here I feel like guys are always trying to be together. You walk in on off days and guys are playing cards or playing dominoes and really just hanging out. It's a testament to the people that they brought in."
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As pressure roils the NFL, the Commanders are playing with house money
For the Washington Commanders, this season of zero burdens doesn't have to end any time soon, but it can't be repeated.
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-01-09

"When I got here, I never used the word 'rebuild.' I thought there was a recalibration that would take place," Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said. (Gareth Patterson/AP)


As a Sunday night, prime-time, marquee matchup in the NFL playoffs approaches, remember not just that it hasn't been like this around Washington in a long, long time. Remember that it won't be like this for a long, long time to come.
Think of it this way: Whatever happens in the Commanders' first-round playoff game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, it's difficult to imagine a Washington football fan waking up Monday morning in abject depression. What used to be a permanent, unavoidable state is now easily staved off.
Could the Bucs blow out the Commanders? Maybe. Might the Commanders lose a close one late? Absolutely.
But even if either of those possibilities becomes reality, the view from dawn Monday wouldn't be doom. It would have to be, "Doesn't the future look bright?"
These times are fleeting. This is the House Money Season, the Season of Zero Burdens. Enjoy.
"I can recognize that maybe externally there weren't expectations," Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday, before Washington's second playoff game in nine seasons. "That's understandable. I think when I got here, I never used the word 'rebuild.' I thought there was a recalibration that would take place."
The recalibration has happened with the roster, which is the primary reason the Commanders somehow -- and this is still stunning to see in print -- went from 4-13 to 12-5 in a calendar year. But the recalibration also encompasses the energy around the entire operation.
Quinn is in his first year as coach. He works for Adam Peters, in his first year as general manager. It is the first season in which still-new owner Josh Harris was able to put his own front office in place. Collectively, they selected Jayden Daniels to be the quarterback for this year and so many years beyond.
Beat the Bucs? Lose to the Bucs? Those four men will still have keys to headquarters in Ashburn come training camp. They are still at the very beginning of this process.
So for this group, circumstances will never be like this again. If there are more playoff appearances in Daniels's future -- and there will be -- they will come with pulls and pressures different from the present. Take a look around the NFC field the Commanders will have to negotiate.
The Detroit Lions are the top seed. The Detroit Lions have never been the top seed. House money for them -- particularly because they have even fewer playoff appearances this century (five) than Washington (six)?
No way. The Lions are in the fourth season of Coach Dan Campbell's attitude overhaul. They reached the NFC championship game a year ago, built a 24-7 halftime lead against San Francisco -- and blew it.
The Lions have pressure.
Philadelphia? You mean the Eagles who won 12 of their final 13 games to cruise to the NFC East title and land as the second seed?
Uh, well. That's surely one view an optimistic WIP caller might take. Another? This is still the same coach and the same quarterback who lost five of six to implode last season, then got their doors blown off at Tampa Bay in the playoffs.
The Eagles might play in the City of Brotherly Love. They definitely play in the City of Glass-Half-Empty Evaluations. Imagine if Nick Sirianni and Jalen Hurts turn in a clunker and lose at home to seventh-seeded Green Bay?
The Eagles have pressure.
The Packers? Maybe the Packers are playing free and easy, still in the incubation period for quarterback Jordan Love. Except for a franchise that knows only quarterback stability -- Brett Favre, Aaron Rodgers and Love are the only players with more than 10 starts at quarterback for Green Bay since 1992 -- there are expectations baked-in.
The Packers aren't in the playoffs for the first time in a long time, a la Washington. The Packers are in the playoffs for the 13th time in 16 seasons. If the Eagles beat them badly, the reaction across the frozen tundra isn't likely to be, "You betcha we'll get 'em next year," It'll almost certainly be, "How come we haven't been to the Super Bowl since February 2011?"
The Packers have pressure.
Minnesota? There's a full-on hex in Minnesota. Generations ago, the problem was the Vikings would get to the Super Bowl and lose -- four times in eight years from 1970 to 1977. What a problem to have! The Vikings haven't been back since. Doesn't matter the coach or the quarterback. That's a group of gorillas ganged up on their backs.
The circumstances are particularly acute this season. With the conference's top seed on the line Sunday night in Detroit, the Vikings were essentially outclassed by the Lions. Quarterback Sam Darnold, the drifter in the midst of a career year, is either a placeholder for injured rookie J.J. McCarthy or the answer going forward. Lose Monday night in Southern California to the Los Angeles Rams, and a season that began 14-2 will end with a pair of massive thuds -- and no clarity behind center headed into 2025.
The Vikings -- always -- have pressure.
The Rams? The Bucs? Division champs without the burden of real expectations, both because of their flawed rosters and uneven seasons, but also because each has won a Super Bowl within the past five years.
And yet as the Bucs needed to come from behind to beat lowly New Orleans and get into the playoffs last weekend, it wasn't crazy to question the future of Coach Todd Bowles. And, shoot, every time a Rams season ends these days, people wonder whether Coach Sean McVay -- still a few weeks shy of his 39th birthday -- wants to do this anymore.
The AFC is littered with situations in which a loss would make fans ask existential questions. What if Buffalo, Baltimore or Pittsburgh loses this weekend -- one of which is guaranteed, because the Ravens and Steelers play each other? Maybe the masses wouldn't come for Sean McDermott, John Harbaugh or Mike Tomlin. But with no Super Bowl appearances among them over the past dozen seasons, there would certainly be an element of, "Are we doing this again?"
That's not the case in Washington.
"It's an opportunity for guys to get that feeling, to know what it feels like," running back Brian Robinson Jr. said. "We don't ever want to lose that feeling."
Whatever happens Sunday night in Tampa, that first-time feeling will be lost, and it'll be nobody's fault. Take advantage of the opportunity. Max it out. Win a game or two or more. The House Money Season can last as long as the Commanders will it to. It just can't be repeated in the future.
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Christian Pulisic and AC Milan fans are becoming an Italian love story
U.S. investors and the star midfielder are giving Italy's Serie A a once-unthinkable American accent.
By Les Carpenter | 2025-01-09

Christian Pulisic has ingratiated himself to AC Milan fans with his actions on and off the pitch. (Marco Luzzani/Getty Images)


MILAN -- Over the past few months, as Christian Pulisic has gone from America's biggest soccer star to one of the best players at AC Milan, he has started doing his post-match interviews in Italian.
Pulisic has been in the country for just more than a year, and while the team offers language lessons to all of its foreign players, few would expect the midfielder nicknamed "Captain America" to be comfortable holding conversations before television cameras.
"Not only does he do his whole interviews in Italian, but he does them well," says Franco Zagari, a middle and high school Italian teacher who leads Milan's New York City fan club. "His own personality has carried him past the stereotype of Americans as being brash."
Hitting the peak of his career at 26, Pulisic can play almost anywhere on the pitch and has five goals in Serie A (10 including Champions League and Italian Super Cup matches) after scoring 12 goals and assisting on eight others last season, his first with the team. He has thrived despite being on his third coach at Milan and missing most of December because of a calf injury. Even before he started speaking Italian in post-match interviews, he appeared to have built a connection with the team's fans who have noticed the new level of creativity to his game, the way he smiles and is constantly saying he is happy to be in Italy.
"It's a special place," Pulisic says after a workout at Milan's practice facility, two days before a November home match against Juventus. "You just notice the passion of the fans just a little bit more than the places that I've played. Football is everything for them here. It matters a lot."
Embracing an American player does not come naturally in Italy. There have been few in recent history, the most notable being Alexi Lalas at Padova in the 1990s and Michael Bradley at Roma from 2012 to 2014. Serie A always has been a distinctly Italian league, with a certain style into which Americans, with their limited soccer history, struggled to assimilate. Until recently, the league's rules allowed just two non-European Union players on team rosters. No one was much interested in wasting one of those places on an American.
"There's the old saying: 'What do Americans know about soccer?'" Zagari says.

Pulisic in action with Lecce's Ylber Ramadani. (Marco Luzzani/Getty Images)


After a disastrous end to Pulisic's four years at English power Chelsea, where injuries and politics seemed to bury his career, he desperately needed the new start that Milan offered in late spring 2023. But Milan and Serie A might have needed him even more. Once the finest soccer league in the world, Serie A has been passed by the English Premier League and Spain's La Liga. And its super teams such as Milan seem a little less imposing than their European rivals.
American investors, many of them billionaires, have been buying Serie A teams from their Italian owners; now eight of the league's 20 clubs, including Milan, are controlled by Americans, and another by a Canadian. A 10th, Hellas Verona, is expected to be sold to a Texas group. Serie A CEO Luigi De Siervo has celebrated the flood of American owners, hoping they can modernize the game in Italy.
As restrictions on the number of non-E.U. players have loosened, more U.S. players have arrived. The Juventus match was noteworthy because four prominent Americans were on the rosters for a Serie A game, with Pulisic and Yunus Musah on Milan and Timothy Weah and Weston McKennie on Juventus -- something that, until last season, was unimaginable in Italy.
Pulisic, though, is the most prominent. The fact that he has come in and played well and tried to assimilate made accepting the Americanization of Serie A slightly easier.
"It shows how humble Christian is to learn Italian in order to be more accessible to the fans; it's a big mark of respect," says Michele Ciccarese, Serie A's marketing and commercial director. "That is something the fans will not take for granted." Pulisic "is 100 percent the perfect fit, with the perfect approach on the perfect club because it's one of the clubs with the biggest fan bases in the world."
Serie A was once soccer's most glamorous league. Many of the sport's biggest stars, including Diego Maradona, wanted to play in Italy. In the 1980s and '90s, nine players on Serie A teams won the Ballon d'Or trophy given to the world's top player. Milan's Marco van Basten won three, as did Juventus's Michel Platini. Other Italian club players who won the award include Weah's father, George; Roberto Baggio; and Zinedine Zidane. They were some of the most famous players on some of the most important franchises.
Until recently, nearly all of Serie A's teams were owned by Italians, many with eccentric personas, yet they were not equipped for the explosion of corporate wealth that swarmed through sports in the early part of this century. Sparkling new stadiums rose in other parts of Europe, and wealthy owners built sprawling training grounds. Meanwhile, by the end of the previous decade, Serie A was a league of grand, historic franchises, several crawling out of debt, playing in beloved but decaying stadiums.
San Siro, the famous 75,000-seat venue on Milan's western edge that A.C. Milan and rival Inter Milan share, is a series of concrete additions piled on top of a 99-year-old grandstand. A roof over the stands is supported by charmless concrete ramps spiraling from the ground. Both clubs have begged to build a new stadium next door, but as with many of Italy's other stadiums, local sentiment and political stubbornness keep San Siro standing.
One of the few Serie A teams with a relatively new stadium is legendary Juventus in Turin, an hour west of Milan. It's also the only Italian team on Sportico's latest rankings of the 100 most valuable sports franchises, barely on the list at No. 98. By contrast, seven Premier League teams are in the top 100.
The U.S. influence "is even bigger now because, after all, half the clubs [are] owned by Americans with one clear objective: to increase the value of the club," Ciccarese says. "The best way to increase the value of the club is, of course, to own infrastructure to create a proper business plan."
He adds that the league wants "to work collectively with the clubs and with the government in order to let all Italians know why it is important to build new stadiums."
And yet, it's not only American owners that the league craves; it longs for American fans. The country that once knew nothing about soccer is quickly becoming as sophisticated about the game as any in Europe. The Premier League and La Liga understand this, working their way into the U.S. television market. The Premier League now gets $450 million per year from NBC and its streaming platform, Peacock; La Liga gets more than $170 million annually from ESPN. Serie A's deal with CBS and Paramount Plus is closer to $60 million per year.
Ciccarese says he started telling Italy's teams that if they want American fans, they should start trying to add American players. Now, the league is determined to find more viewers in the United States; it even has quantifiable targets. Ciccarese says the league has determined that out of 300 million Americans, 60 million are soccer fans and 6 million of those are potential Serie A supporters. But, he added, when you consider the number of Americans who love Italy and its mountains and culture and food, the number grows to around 70 million.
"So the objective of us is to tell a story of Serie A with an angle that is a tool that is cultural to promote talking about art, passion, food -- everything that is related to Italy," he says. "That's why, when you think about going with your family to Capri, maybe you want to step over to Maradona Stadium and see a Napoli game, or if you want to see da Vinci in Milan, then you can go to San Siro."

An AC Milan fan shows a sign of support during a friendly against Real Madrid at Chicago's Soldier Field in July. (Justin Casterline/Getty Images)


In many ways, Pulisic is key to Serie A executives' hopes of getting Italians to welcome American owners and American business tactics. And yet, as the first episode of a new Paramount Plus documentary about his life makes clear, Pulisic is not comfortable being the face of American soccer or Italian soccer and doesn't really like being called "Captain America."
While such reticence might hurt him in the United States, it can be an advantage in Italy. Zagari says Italians have an impression of American athletes, and it's not good.
"They think Americans are brash and cocky," he says.
By being shy and polite and learning Italian, Pulisic has cracked that stereotype.
"You can tell he's a very good guy," says Guiliano Degrassi, a lifelong Milan fan from Trieste in Italy's northeast as he stood outside San Siro before the Juventus game.
Now middle-aged, Degrassi is asked whether he thought he would see an American star on his team. He shakes his head.
"No, because my feeling is we have a different characteristic for what is a star than in the U.S.," he says. "For us, it's very important that, to be a star, the player is not only a good player but also a good person."
Fans have noticed that Pulisic doesn't drive fancy cars and isn't seen out partying late at night. They know he lives close to the team facility, far from the city center. He comes off as mature, serious and driven. These qualities make him more likable and un-American. And that makes them embrace him even more.
Recently, Pulisic went out to dinner. As he walked toward the restaurant, several men in a truck recognized him. They abandoned their truck in the middle of the street to run up and say hello. As the men talked, Pulisic could see cars lining up in traffic behind the empty truck, unable to get past. He could see they were annoyed.
"It's been crazy at times, to be honest, because the fans can be almost so passionate that they see you and get a little bit too excited," he says.
He turns his head and chuckles at the memory, having become an American soccer star who stops traffic in a country still wrestling with the new American influences on their game.
Turning back, Pulisic adds quietly, "But I'm thankful for that support."
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In a top-10 clash that doesn't disappoint, USC hands Maryland first loss
Maryland's Shyanne Sellers scores a game-high 26 but the Trojans make the key plays late to end the Terrapins' 14-game unbeaten run.
By Kareem Copeland | 2025-01-09

USC's JuJu Watkins drives against Shyanne Sellers in Wednesday's game at Xfinity Center. Watkins had 21 points for the Trojans while Sellers had a game-high 26. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


JuJu Watkins hung in the air, caught by Shyanne Sellers's fake near the baseline. The USC star bit, the Xfinity Center crowd gasped, and the Maryland senior easily stepped through and connected with a floater.
The sequence was a snapshot from a memorable duel between surefire WNBA first-round draft picks Wednesday. They went back and forth all night before 14,735 in College Park. Watkins, considered perhaps the best player in the college game and a threat to break Caitlin Clark's scoring record by the time she leaves USC, would have the last word, delivering a jumper from the elbow that set the No. 4 Trojans off on one final push for a 79-74 victory.
The loss was No. 8 Maryland's first, dropping the Terrapins to 14-1 overall and 4-1 in the Big Ten. USC improved to 15-1 and 5-0.
"A lot of teams would have folded," Maryland Coach Brenda Frese said. "[USC is] so strong, they're so fast and so athletic. And then they have the best player in the country and on their team. I love the fight in this team. They fought for the entire 40 minutes. And you know what? We'll learn a lot of lessons from it."
Sellers led Maryland with 26 points. Christina Dalce was a menace around the rim with 15 points and 12 rebounds. Kaylene Smikle overcame a slow first half to finish with 16 points. Saylor Poffenbarger snatched a season-high 17 rebounds, but she was held scoreless after accounting for Maryland's first five points.
Watkins paced USC with 21 points and nine rebounds before fouling out late. Kiki Iriafen, a likely top pick in this year's WNBA draft, added 21 points and seven rebounds. Kennedy Smith had 11 points, and Kayleigh Heckel was the X-factor off the bench with 10 points, carrying the Trojans through a slow start for their stars.
"We just kind of have this unwavering confidence in ourselves," Watkins said. "A lot of it comes from the games we've already been through and the tough moments in those big games. So I think that we had a lot of confidence in ourselves and what we work on every day, and it was just a matter of coming together and closing the game out."
A 10-3 start to the fourth quarter gave Maryland a 68-61 lead, but USC ripped off seven straight points to knot the score at 68. Then Watkins and Sellers began taking turns knocking down big shots. The Trojans used an 11-4 run to close the game, including a bullying layup from Iriafen plus a foul for a three-point play and a 75-72 advantage that they never relinquished.
"They started doing a good job of punching it in to Kiki," Sellers said. "We kind of got sealed too deep and got buried and I think we had a few empty possessions towards the end. And in a top-10 matchup, you can't have back-to-back empty possessions. So I think that kind of hurt us down the stretch. You either win or you learn."
USC led 35-34 at halftime after rallying from a nine-point first-quarter deficit. The Terps punched first by opening a 7-1 lead and pushing that to 16-7 after a three-point play by Sellers and a fadeaway by Bri McDaniel. USC looked uncomfortable -- they were turning the ball over, and Watkins and Iriafen picked up two fouls apiece. But USC closed the quarter on a 13-4 run to cut Maryland's lead to 20-18 after the first quarter.
The momentum shifted in the second quarter as Maryland lost its touch and shot just 27.8 percent from the field as USC kept pushing. Watkins and Iriafen were a combined 3 for 9 in the first quarter, but a hot-shooting Heckel kept the Terps from extending their lead. In the second, Watkins and Iriafen combined to score 13 of USC's 17 points and lead an 11-2 run. Maryland closed the half with six straight points, including a crucial pull-up three-pointer by Sarah Te-Biasu.
Maryland now hits the road to face Wisconsin on Saturday.
"A lot of things kind of didn't go our way tonight," USC Coach Lindsay Gottlieb said. "But every time we show up with these two young women here [Watkins and Iriafen], we know we've got the best duo in the country.
"The other teams are going to make things hard for them. They were both in foul trouble and I thought they led us. They had composure. They made plays they're supposed to make and also empowered their teammates to do what they did to help us get this win."
This was the first East Coast road trip for the Trojans as a member of the Big Ten. They practiced at Princeton before posting a 50-point win at Rutgers. They got to experience a winter storm that dumped nearly a foot of snow on some parts of the region. So they had a snowball fight, of course, before doing some D.C. sightseeing.
"We've been on the East Coast now for, like, four days, it's freezing," Watkins said. "It took a lot of mental and emotional and physical durability. ... I never really visit the East Coast and Midwest often. So this is cool to see different places. We went to the monuments. It was really cool just being able to kind of be a tourist."
The Trojans also played through occupied minds, with wildfires ravaging Los Angeles. Thousands have been forced to evacuate and entire neighborhoods have been destroyed. Gottlieb said she received a call thanking the team for giving people back home two hours of respite.
"Our city is on fire," Gottlieb said. "It's been hard to be away and watch those scenes. That's more important than what we're doing."

Maryland's Bri McDaniel drives on USC's Kiki Iriafen. McDaniel had eight points while Iriafen posted 21 for the Trojans. (Hannah Foslien/For The Washington Post)
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In escalating anti-doping feud, U.S. withholds annual WADA contribution
A war of words that has gone on for months became more substantive when the United States did not make its $3.6 million payment before a Dec. 31 deadline.
By Les Carpenter | 2025-01-09

Rahul Gupta, the director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy, had threatened to withhold the United States' $3.6 million contribution to the World Anti-Doping Agency. (Alex Brandon/AP)


The Biden administration has not made the United States' annual payment to the World Anti-Doping Agency for 2024, escalating a simmering fight between the country and the global anti-doping authority.
The nonpayment, confirmed by WADA, is the latest chapter in a dispute stemming from the agency's decision not to take action against 23 Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned substance seven months before the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 after China officials blamed the test results on accidental contamination. The test results and the exoneration were not disclosed publicly until reports by the New York Times and German broadcaster ARD in April.
Since then, tensions have remained high, with U.S. Anti-Doping Agency CEO Travis Tygart openly questioning the motivations of WADA's leadership and WADA calling Tygart's criticism politically motivated. Rahul Gupta, the director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy, had threatened to withhold the United States' $3.6 million contribution to WADA's $57.5 million budget, and the Dec. 31 deadline passed without the payment being made.
"WADA must take concrete actions to restore trust in the world anti-doping system and provide athletes the full confidence they deserve," Gupta said in a statement. "When U.S. taxpayer dollars are allocated, we must ensure full accountability, and it is our responsibility to ensure those funds are used appropriately."
In a statement, WADA said the nonpayment triggers a clause in the organization's statutes that will force the United States to give up its seat on WADA's board, currently held by Gupta.
After the positive tests were revealed in April, WADA officials said pandemic restrictions in China kept them from entering the country and investigating a Chinese explanation that the 23 swimmers had been accidentally exposed to banned heart medication trimetazidine. Fearing that the Court of Arbitration for Sport would reject any attempt to suspend them, WADA officials decided against punishing the swimmers, several of whom went on to win medals in Tokyo.
WADA and Tygart have exchanged terse statements ever since. The criticism of WADA alarmed International Olympic Committee officials to the point where, at this past summer's Paris Olympics, the IOC approved Salt Lake City as the 2034 Winter Games host only after inserting a clause in the final contract that allows the IOC to pull the Games "if the supreme authority of [WADA] ... is not fully respected."
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee executives have suggested the feud has cooled, but the missed payment is likely to ratchet up tensions again.
"Unfortunately, the current WADA leaders left the U.S. with no other option after failing to deliver on several very reasonable requests, such as an independent audit of WADA's operations, to achieve the transparency and accountability needed to ensure WADA is fit for purpose to protect athletes," Tygart said in a statement.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/olympics/2025/01/08/united-states-wada-payment/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



What happens after coaches get fired? Lucky ones turn up at the Orange Bowl.
The College Football Playoff semifinals are packed with former head coaches who now serve as coordinators, including Notre Dame's Al Golden and Penn State's Tom Allen. 
By Chuck Culpepper | 2025-01-09

Al Golden plays a critical role for Notre Dame as its defensive coordinator after stints as the head coach for Temple and Miami. (Michael Caterina/AP)


DANIA BEACH, Fla. -- In a bizarre country with fired college football coaches running around both loose and well-off, it figures there would come a mini-trend of former head coaches returning to their former domains as defensive and offensive coordinators. These are obsessed, possessed beings whose brain scans might reveal etchings of X's and O's. Where else would they go?
Lately, they have gone to the College Football Playoff, which has winnowed itself to four teams with four head coaches (of course) and a steep four former top-tier head coaches as coordinators, one for each semifinalist.
"It's a different seat, you know?" said three-season Notre Dame defensive coordinator Al Golden, the former head coach at Temple and Miami. "It's a different seat. I like both seats."
He spoke during an Orange Bowl week that promises a Notre Dame-Penn State game Thursday night figuring to be long on bruises and short on points (which often means it'll end up 52-48 or thereabout). He spoke before a phalanx of cameras just up the road from the Miami program at which he went 32-25 from 2011 to 2015 before he was fired one day after Clemson came to town and hoarded all of the 58 points scored. He spoke in a first session of interviews before a second brought along his opposite number, first-season Penn State defensive coordinator Tom Allen, who spent seven full seasons in the top job at Indiana.
Over in North Texas, Ohio State and Texas prepared to match wits in Friday night's Cotton Bowl with former head coaches as offensive coordinators: Former Oregon and UCLA (and NFL) head coach Chip Kelly draws the Buckeyes' geometry, and former Rutgers head coach Kyle Flood does designs for the Longhorns. This all comes as Gus Malzahn just finished 13 seasons of head coaching at Arkansas State, Auburn and Central Florida to resume old habits coordinating an offense, this time at Florida State, where he made introductory remarks that might illustrate an era.
"The job description of a head college football coach has changed dramatically in the last two years with everything -- transfer portal to collectives to agents and everything that goes with that," he told reporters Dec. 11 in Tallahassee. "I'm just an old-school football coach. I love coaching football, and head coaches, it's hard to do that a lot. So that had something to do with it."
Malzahn is 59, while Kelly is 61, Golden 55, Allen 54 and Flood 53. Not all of their cases have involved seeking a kind of respite from the freshly unmanageable, as seems to have happened with Kelly, whose face lately seems to have lost some of its lines. Allen on Tuesday began a sentence with, "I said when I left [Indiana]," before he amended that to say, "when I was asked to leave."
He did, however, seem plenty happy with life as he reintroduced his good nature to those who had missed it while giving block-paragraph answers in an interview session, including to questions from the populous writers who cover Penn State, who seldom got to hear from him this fall given the media restrictions standard in many football burgs. He told of the oddity of watching games from the press box rather than the field but said, "I think it helps me see things better." He told of getting more time to explore a pastime he relishes, that of watching film, what with his subspecies capable of watching film in perpetuity.
He sounded damned excited just speaking of watching film on the southbound plane to here, even more than those who tell of unexpected upgrades and champagne flutes. He previously coordinated defenses at two Florida high schools, two Indiana high schools, Lambuth in Tennessee, Drake in Iowa, South Florida and Indiana, and he held other assistant roles at Arkansas State and Mississippi before he topped the Indiana pyramid, became the Big Ten coach of the year in 2020 and became the ex-Indiana coach in 2023. Now he's back to then.
The next day, his boss, James Franklin, spoke almost wistfully from the perch of 11th-season Penn State head coach when he said: "I love being the head coach at Penn State, but there's times when I would love to be back running an offense. I think today's college football, if you're not careful, can pull you further and further away from why you got into the profession in the first place."
Of course, a country so steeped in coach firings (while begging for more) that it revels in a "carousel" also would have all sorts of cross-field entanglements in games such as Notre Dame-Penn State. Deland McCullough, the Notre Dame running backs coach, coached in two stints alongside Allen, who now coaches against (and raves about) McCullough. In that vein, nobody outpaces Golden.
The Notre Dame defensive coordinator is in the same lifetime during which he played tight end at Penn State and, on Nov. 17, 1990, in South Bend, Indiana, with Notre Dame ranked No. 1, caught a 14-yard touchdown pass from Tony Sacca with 7:15 left to tie a game at 21 before the Nittany Lions startled the senses and toppled the Irish.
"The last four days have been really challenging for the players and the staff," Golden said Tuesday. "So there has been no reflection, no nothing." The former Miami coach seated near Miami while coaching for Notre Dame against his cherished alma mater soon concluded, "I know that's boring."
"When I tell you that I can't even breathe nostalgia right now," he said, "it is, there's not even, it is all -- the whole way down [by plane], I was trying to figure out how to stop the two running backs, the tight end [the great Tyler Warren] and the quarterback. You know, that's it. Trying to figure out [jersey numbers] 5 and 6 at wideout and what they do well in the system. There's no nostalgia, I promise you."
Not even for a moment these past three seasons, he claims, has he gazed lovingly at the Notre Dame Stadium end zone in which he once scored meaningfully. His defense has done wonders at keeping others out of it, three years after head coach Marcus Freeman, then 36, hired Golden partly because he had previously been a head coach. Freeman liked Golden's defensive mind with its six seasons of NFL honing (2016 to 2021), but also, Freeman said Wednesday, "I thought it was important to get somebody that had [head coaching] experience where I had none on our staff."
So Freeman has sought insight from Golden including matters of managing a playoff schedule, while Golden likes both seats while saying: "It's a different seat, and my job is to serve the head coach. My job is to serve as the defensive coordinator and obviously to develop these young people that are in the room. So that's awesome. And if Marcus needs any feedback or wants to bounce any ideas off me, I'm always there for him, but he is the leader of this program, and our job is to help him execute his vision, and I think our staff does a really good job of bringing his culture to life, which is awesome."
He sounded almost as if the stress level in the two seats might be similar but then said, as if Malzahn himself had said it:
"The stress level is not the same. The stress level is not the same."
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Pierre-Luc Dubois' OT goal pushes Caps past Canucks in chippy showdown
The center's second goal of the game gave Washington a 2-1 victory.
By Bailey Johnson | 2025-01-09

Pierre-Luc Dubois beats Canucks goalie Kevin Lankinen in overtime for this second goal of the game. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Games between teams based on opposite sides of the continent, that only see each other twice a year, rarely come with the kind of edge that the Washington Capitals' date with the Vancouver Canucks did Wednesday night at Capital One Arena.
But the Capitals were expecting the game to be "a little bit nasty," as Coach Spencer Carbery put it after his team won, 2-1, in overtime behind two goals from center Pierre-Luc Dubois, who was at the center of the high-emotion proceedings throughout.
"It was fun. Those games, in an 82-game season, they don't happen often," Dubois said. "It's a long year, but emotional games like that, physical games where both teams are playing hard and both teams are defending well, not giving much out there, it's fun -- and a little extra when you can get a win."
Carbery agreed: "Dubie was a beast tonight," he said. "He was really good."
Goaltender Logan Thompson made 30 saves for the Capitals (27-10-4). Kevin Lankinen stopped 16 shots for Vancouver (18-12-10).
Just over four minutes in, a scrum kicked off along the boards by Washington's bench when the Canucks took exception to what they considered a late hit by Dubois on star defenseman Quinn Hughes. The whistle was for a delayed penalty on Dubois for hooking Hughes about 15 seconds earlier.
After the fracas, which involved Dubois and linemates Tom Wilson and Connor McMichael as well as Hughes and Kiefer Sherwood for Vancouver, Dubois received two penalties -- one for hooking and one for roughing -- and the other four got matching minors for roughing. Dubois only received his roughing penalty after he shoved Hughes to the ice on his way off.
The Capitals killed Vancouver's four-minute power play while allowing just one shot on goal.
"Honestly, as crazy as this sounds, I don't even mind the four-minute penalty because you can tell -- obviously it's not a great situation to have to kill that early in the game," Carbery said. "But with Hughes being in the box, that helped a little bit to keep him off the ice and off their first-unit power play. But [Dubois] being into the game and getting everybody sort of in it, and now all of a sudden we've got guys really engaged in the game, I didn't mind."
Because the roughing minors on Hughes, Sherwood, McMichael and Wilson were matching penalties, none of them could leave the box until the next whistle -- which came at 10:41, more than four minutes after their penalties had expired.
The whistle was for an unsportsmanlike-conduct penalty on Vincent Desharnais drawn by Dubois. Washington didn't convert its power-play opportunity, but it produced a composed, well-managed sequence of puck possession that brought momentum back to its side.
The Capitals needed nearly the entire first period to turn that momentum into a goal: With 33 seconds remaining, Dubois backhanded a rebound over Lankinen to end a nine-game goal drought and put Washington ahead.

Dubois celebrates his first-period goal. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


In the opening 20 minutes, the Capitals led 6-3 in shots and 20-13 in shot attempts; per Natural Stat Trick, they had seven high-danger scoring chances to Vancouver's two.
But in the middle period, the Canucks took over. Washington struggled to maintain possession and spent the majority of the period in its defensive zone.
"Second period, got away from it," Carbery said. "Got a little bit sloppy with some pucks and fed their transition, so we got back on our heels."
The Capitals needed Thompson to be nearly perfect to avoid tumbling into a significant deficit. Though Vancouver outshot Washington 21-5 in the period, only one puck got past Thompson: a power-play goal for Conor Garland with 37 seconds left. Thompson made the first save on a shot from distance by Hughes but lost the puck and couldn't corral it before Garland fired it in.
A delay-of-game penalty on defenseman Jakob Chychrun for putting the puck over the glass just 34 seconds into the third period gave the Canucks a chance to build on their momentum, but Washington killed the penalty. The Canucks then killed a penalty on Phillip Di Giuseppe for tripping winger Aliaksei Protas to keep the score tied.
With less than seven minutes remaining in the period, the energy picked back up. Fourth-line wingers Brandon Duhaime and Andrew Mangiapane worked their way into a two-on-one that was broken up at the last moment, and Garland came the other way for a rush chance that Washington snuffed out.
The teams traded opportunities after that, with both sides threatening to score. The fourth line continued to be one of the Capitals' best; its shift led to an icing that gave Washington an offensive-zone faceoff with 1:33 left in regulation.
The Capitals maintained possession but were kept to the perimeter, and the game went to overtime shortly after. The Canucks outshot Washington 6-2 in the low-event third. Overtime began with Wilson and Vancouver's Noah Juulsen in the box for unsportsmanlike conduct after Wilson knocked Garland down at the buzzer, sparking anger from both sides.

Logan Thompson made 30 saves for the win. (Nick Wass/AP)


Thompson stopped Pius Suter from close range early in overtime. The Capitals took possession from there, and Chychrun was stopped on a breakaway with two minutes left.
The Canucks took back possession after Chychrun was stopped, but then Protas wheeled in after Vancouver lost the puck and set up Dubois for the winner.
"That was just all Pro," Dubois said. "I just had to come down and score. [Lars Eller] gave me a really good look before, and I missed that one. It was a really nice play by Pro."
Dubois' two-goal night, his first with the Capitals, put his team two points clear of the Toronto Maple Leafs atop the Eastern Conference at the halfway point of the season. The Capitals again said they haven't been at their best recently, but nonetheless they have points in eight of their past 10 games -- six of them victories.
"That's been our M.O. all year -- just finding a way," Thompson said. "It's not going to be easy every night. We haven't really had our best of games these last couple, but we're getting points. In the end, that's going to go a long way."

(Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 
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NFL could move Monday's Vikings-Rams playoff game to Phoenix area
The league announced a contingency plan if Monday's playoff game can't be played in Inglewood, California, because of the wildfires in the Los Angeles area.
By Mark Maske | 2025-01-09

Smokes and flames overwhelm a commercial area during the Eaton fire in the Altadena area of Los Angeles County on Wednesday. (Josh Edelson/AFP via Getty Images)


The NFL is planning to play Monday night's NFC playoff game between the Los Angeles Rams and the Minnesota Vikings as scheduled at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, California. But the league is monitoring developments with the wildfires in Los Angeles and would play the game Monday at State Farm Stadium, the home of the Arizona Cardinals in the Phoenix area, if needed, it said Wednesday.
"We continue to prepare to play the Vikings-Rams game as scheduled Monday night at SoFi Stadium," the NFL said in a statement. "As with all games, there are contingency plans in the event a change in location is needed. In this instance, the game would be played on Monday night at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, [Arizona], if necessary."
Multiple wildfires continued to burn Wednesday in Los Angeles County, fanned by high winds. The largest of them began Tuesday near the Pacific Palisades neighborhood. It had burned more than 15,000 acres as of Wednesday afternoon, forcing at least 30,000 people to evacuate.
Five people had died as of Wednesday afternoon, according to the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department.
"The NFL's priority is the safety of the Los Angeles community," the NFL said in its statement. "We are grateful for the tireless efforts of the first responders. Our hearts are with Los Angeles and everyone affected by the fires."
The Vikings-Rams game is the last of the NFL's six opening-round playoff games scheduled for this weekend. The Los Angeles Chargers are scheduled to play Saturday in Houston against the Texans.
The NFL played a Monday night game between the Chargers, then based in San Diego, and the Miami Dolphins in Tempe, Arizona, in October 2003 because of wildfires in San Diego. The San Francisco 49ers played three of their scheduled home games in Glendale in 2020 because of restrictions related to the coronavirus pandemic.
"We will continue to closely monitor developments in the area and will remain in contact with public officials, both clubs and the" NFL Players Association, the league said.
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Mike Tomlin built an all-time coaching legacy -- with a growing playoff problem
Pittsburgh Steelers Coach Mike Tomlin has won with awing consistency in the regular season and found regular disappointment in recent postseasons. 
By Adam Kilgore | 2025-01-08

Mike Tomlin's Steelers are just 5-9 in the playoffs since winning a Super Bowl in 2009. The coach says that baggage does not belong on his players. "It's not something I'm going to project on the collective." (Emilee Chinn/Getty Images)


PITTSBURGH -- Mike Tomlin's one-line mottos are painted on the walls of the Pittsburgh Steelers' facility and sold on T-shirts at his wife's clothing shop. Even casual NFL fans are familiar with Tomlin's allegiance to language: "The standard is the standard," or the need to have a "collective smile in the face of adversity." There are no phases of the game or backup players in Pittsburgh. There are "components of play" and "starters in waiting."
Cornerback Donte Jackson knew many of them before he was traded to the Steelers this offseason. One lesser-known Tomlinism he had not heard has struck him most. "He always likes to say, 'Ain't nothing mystical about it,'" Jackson said.
In Jackson's mind, it forms the basis of an elusive philosophy that has driven one of the most successful coaching reigns in football history, albeit one with an enlarging asterisk. Most NFL franchises are shapeless, lunging after trends and cycling through leadership. The Steelers endure under Tomlin's detailed preparation and personal touch.
"Just go out there and do what you're supposed to do," Jackson said. "I don't really know how he does it."
Tomlin, 52, is not aged enough to be considered a grand old man of his profession. He is instead a middle-aged exemplar of how to bridge eras, to last, to win. In a profession that promotes attrition and a league devised for parity, Tomlin has coached in the same place 18 years -- three more than Bill Cowher, five away from Chuck Noll -- without a losing season.
Tomlin's resume is both unmatched and developing a hole. Despite metronomic regular season success, the Steelers have not won a playoff game in eight years, dragging Tomlin's playoff record to 8-10 -- and just 5-9 since his Super Bowl victory after the 2008 season. The Steelers have reached the AFC championship game twice in 15 years.
This season's Steelers appeared to be a prime candidate to reframe Tomlin's postseason track record. They started 10-3 as Tomlin oversaw a typically ferocious, star-laden defense and helped restore quarterback Russell Wilson. They sputtered to 10-7 with four consecutive losses and fell from the AFC North leader to a sixth-seeded wild card. A season that seemed likely to transcend Tomlin's recent pattern now threatens to reinforce it.
These playoffs, starting with the Steelers' opening game Saturday night at the Baltimore Ravens, will shape the conversation around Tomlin. In an era of counting rings and binary debate, will fans be content with annual playoff contention without playoff success? Does Tomlin's legacy require further validation? Tomlin won't run from any of his past disappointment, as long as it does not affect his current team.
The dearth of recent playoff victories "is my story," Tomlin said. "It's not this collective's story. Many of these guys involved do not tote those bags. I happily tote those bags. But it's not something I'm going to project on the collective."

Running back Najee Harris on Coach Mike Tomlin: "He's not going to sugarcoat nothing. He's going to be for real and straight up with you." (Emilee Chinn/Getty Images)


If Tomlin's recent playoff history has produced any disenchantment among Pittsburgh's fan base, it has not diminished the support he receives from players. "The most surprising thing is that he's never won the coach of the year award," said defensive tackle Cameron Heyward, Pittsburgh's longest-tenured player.
"This is my fourth year being here," running back Najee Harris said. "People getting cut, people getting traded, all that -- not one person has said anything bad about Mike T. That just shows what type of person he is. And he's very transparent, too. He's not going to sugarcoat nothing. He's going to be for real and straight up with you. And that's what you need in this sport."
Tomlin's recent playoff slump cannot detract from his consistency. No coach has been in his current job longer. Only Andy Reid of the Kansas City Chiefs has been a coach for more seasons. Aside from Reid and the Ravens' John Harbaugh, Tomlin has been a coach at least a decade longer than any peer.
Burnout may be a coach's most difficult opponent. Bill Walsh lasted only a decade and left the NFL immediately after winning a third Super Bowl. Joe Gibbs's first tenure, which also included three Super Bowl wins, lasted just 12 years. Once-innovative ideas become stale. Players grow numb to the same message. For Tomlin, when it comes to avoiding those land mines, one could say there ain't nothing mystical about it.
"That question is easy for me," Tomlin said. "I love what I do. It's my job and my hobby. Burnout is not a component of the equation for me. I love my job. I'm excited each and every week about the challenges that this role provides me and us."
Even more perilous to a coach's longevity than burnout is losing. Tomlin has never finished a regular season with a losing record. His 183 victories rank 12th all-time. His career winning percentage of .630 is above those of Walsh and Gibbs. The Steelers won the franchise's sixth Super Bowl under him in February 2009, when Tomlin was 36.
Tomlin's love for football radiates through his team. He wears a whistle around his neck even on Tuesdays, when players are off from practice. His players are awed by his tactical brilliance, the way he can tell them on Wednesday precisely how a game will unfold. "What he sees and what he says during the week, it has happened in every game, every situation," said wideout Mike Williams, a midseason acquisition.
Before a midseason victory over the Cincinnati Bengals, he told the entire team the game would be decided by Nick Herbig's ability to beat opposing tackle Orlando Brown Jr. Herbig's strip-sack of Joe Burrow after sprinting around Brown sealed the game.
"A lot of coaches shy away from the ugliness of correction and actually coaching, because it can be hard to coach guys," safety Minkah Fitzpatrick said. "He embraces it and steps into it headfirst."
The basis of Tomlin's success, players say, is his ability to motivate through individual connection. Tomlin noted that he could discuss his philosophy for hours or he could distill it into a few words.
"Coaching," Tomlin said, "is being what they need you to be."

Quarterback Russell Wilson on Tomlin: "He's uncommon in his authenticity. He's uncommon in his understanding of the game defensively and offensively." (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


The Steelers' early success this season hinged at a potential crisis point. Justin Fields became the starting quarterback after Wilson, another offseason acquisition, suffered an injury just before the season opener. Fields led Pittsburgh to a 4-2 record and gained support in the locker room. The Steelers had suffered two consecutive close losses as Wilson's return neared.
Quarterback decisions can rattle teams. Tomlin's clarity calmed the situation: He was resolute in giving the job to Wilson. Tomlin's handling of the situation left Fields without bitterness, largely because of the relationships he had created with both passers. "Some coaches, they might only talk to a few guys or might have that connection with a few guys," Fields said. "That's what he has with everybody."
Despite a late-season struggle with turnovers, Wilson enjoyed his best season in years at 36. His rejuvenation stemmed from his work with Tomlin. Wilson was a once-great quarterback whose career had been shaken by two rocky seasons in Denver, which released him after last season. What Wilson needed Tomlin to be was an inspirational figure.
"He's uncommon in the way he loves the game," Wilson said. "He's uncommon in his authenticity. He's uncommon in his understanding of the game defensively and offensively. ... I think he's the world's best."
In late October, in the fourth quarter of a Monday night game against the New York Giants, Wilson threw a 29-yard touchdown pass to Calvin Austin on a play he and Tomlin had discussed in one of their regular early-morning one-on-one sessions. Wilson turned, knelt and pointed at Tomlin. Tomlin pointed back at Wilson, eyes fixated on his quarterback. The shared moment grew into a ritual after big plays. To Wilson, it was a way of saying to his coach, "I'm with you."
Wilson's bond with Tomlin, he said, comes from both their shared love of football's painstaking process and a deeper place. Wilson knows he and Tomlin, both already on the short lists of Black men to win a Super Bowl as a coach or quarterback, would become the first Black quarterback-coach combination to win the Super Bowl together.
"There's this internal connection," Wilson said. "He once told me when we were talking, 'You know, 3, I want us to be immortal to the game. What you've done in this game as a young Black quarterback, only the second one to win a Super Bowl, the things you've done, what you want to get accomplished moving forward, all the amazing things you've done, things you've done for other quarterbacks in this game -- you helped jump-start more guys. There's guys before you, this recent generation of younger, shorter quarterback, all that. I want you to be immortal to the game. I want us to be immortal.' "

In his first year in Pittsburgh, Russell Wilson enjoyed his best season in years at 36. (Chris Unger/Getty Images) 


As Steelers players warmed up before a December practice, Tomlin meandered across the turf field of Pittsburgh's indoor facility, eating sunflower seeds one at a time, a black knit cap covering his head, a gold cross and a whistle around his neck.
He ambled to wide receiver George Pickens, whom he had said publicly needed to "grow up" after Pickens expanded upon his penchant for personal foul penalties. Tomlin slung an arm around Pickens, chatted with him for a moment and patted his shoulder pads.
Tomlin walked to the other end of the field and hollered encouragement and instruction at defensive linemen in a drill getting off the snap. He kept circling until he reached kicker Chris Boswell and special teams coach Danny Smith at midfield. "I'm not mic'd today," Tomlin told Boswell, whom he had frequently praised this season. "So I'm not complimenting your ass." The men burst into laughter.
Tomlin walked to a collection of wideouts practicing releases off the line, players at the fringes of the roster. He stared intently at Quez Watkins, a practice squad wideout, and nodded approval.

"A lot of coaches shy away from the ugliness of correction and actually coaching," safety Minkah Fitzpatrick said of Tomlin. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 


"He doesn't just do it with the main guys on the team," linebacker Patrick Queen said. "He does it with every single person."
Tomlin's care for every player on his roster does not go unnoticed in the locker room. He may tend to each player, from stars to players he may have to cut in a few weeks. But he understands that what maximizes one player may not work with another.
"He says he treats everyone equal, but he don't treat everybody the same," long snapper Christian Kuntz said. "He might yell at guys for one thing but not for others. At the same time, he holds everybody accountable."
When Tomlin sees Jackson, he shouts a remnant from training camp interactions when Tomlin challenged Jackson to show him his skills: "We gonna find out!" When he walks past defensive lineman Keeanu Benton, Tomlin never misses the chance to say, "Starts up front, 95," referring to his jersey number. Tomlin mutters the names of elite defensive linemen and offensive linemen when he passes Heyward, knowing the comparisons will spark his competitive streak.
Tomlin has been transmitting such messages for nearly two decades. He never worries about growing stale. Players such as Heyward, a 14-year veteran, are outliers.

In 18 seasons as a head coach, Tomlin has never finished with a losing record. (Barry Reeger/Imagn Images) 


"I work with extreme urgency because I realize the careers of these players are short," Tomlin said. "My audience is forever changing. I'm less concerned about getting stale, and I'm more concerned about matching the urgency that is the short careers of most of these players."
Tomlin mentioned Benton, in his second year, as an example of a player he sought to develop. At the end of last season, Tomlin met with Benton for more than an hour. They talked less about football than about life.
"Not a lot of people you meet in this world are real and genuine and can decipher real life and work," Benton said. "I feel like he does a great job of not only being a great coach but being personable enough to get to know us, what makes us tick, what makes us want to work hard, what we do this for."
When Queen signed with Pittsburgh, he was amazed that Tomlin knew about his father, who played defensive back for tiny Nicholls State. Elandon Roberts, another free agent linebacker, knew Tomlin from years ago, at his pro day at the University of Houston, when Tomlin spent an hour talking with his parents.
"That's what makes players that came through this organization speak so well about him," Roberts said, "and just run through a brick wall for him."
This weekend, the Steelers will play the kind of game that can shape legacies and careers, even ones lurching toward a third decade. Tomlin was a young man when he reached the NFL's highest level. He has won consistently into middle age, but the question of whether he can lift a model franchise to the pinnacle again grows louder with each empty postseason. Tomlin would not complicate his task in those terms -- don't get too mystical about it. For another week, he will simply try to be what his players need him to be.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/08/mike-tomlin-playoffs-steelers/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jared Butler steps into the void for the shorthanded Wizards
The Wizards, without their starting backcourt of Jordan Poole and Malcolm Brogdon, gave Butler a chance and he seized upon it, posting a career night.
By Varun Shankar | 2025-01-09

Jared Butler has put an emphasis on his defense this season. On Wednesday night, against Philadelphia's Tyrese Maxey, that was a tall task. (Matt Slocum/AP)


PHILADELPHIA -- Jared Butler adopted a saying ahead of his fourth NBA season, one coming from experience and one of his favorite artists: "Don't get bitter; get better."
The aphorism, taken from a song by Christian rapper Lecrae, has buoyed Butler in another season of uncertainty and inconsistent playing time. The Washington Wizards guard, on a two-way contract, has played more than 15 minutes in a game just eight times this season.
But opportunity arrived this month and Butler has taken advantage, exceeding that minutes mark in each of Washington's past three outings, the latest Wednesday's 109-103 loss to the Philadelphia 76ers at Wells Fargo Center.
The Wizards (6-29), who trailed by as many as 16 points, fought back to take a 103-101 lead before Tyrese Maxey responded with two free throws and a decisive drive that gave the 76ers the lead for good. Bilal Coulibaly raced downcourt for an answer but was blocked by 76ers forward Guerschon Yabusele with 14 seconds remaining, sealing Washington's fourth straight loss.
Maxey, who scored a team-high 29 points, led a shorthanded Philadelphia team playing without stars Joel Embiid (left foot sprain) and Paul George (left groin tightness). Washington was without rookie Alex Sarr, who became the third Wizard in the past week to miss a game with a non-covid illness.
The Wizards also didn't have guards Jordan Poole (left hip contusion) and Malcolm Brogdon (right foot pain), forcing Coach Brian Keefe to turn to Butler, who contributed a career-high 26 points in 20 minutes, adding seven assists and four rebounds.
The 6-foot-3 Butler has endured a tumultuous start to his NBA career. After winning the 2021 NCAA championship at Baylor, a run that culminated with him being named the Final Four's most outstanding player, he was the 40th player chosen in the 2021 draft, going to the Utah Jazz in the second round. He played 42 games as a rookie but has since struggled to cement an NBA role.
Butler joined Washington last season on a two-way deal that allows the team to move him between the NBA and its G League affiliate, the Capital City Go-Go. He played well enough that the team converted the deal into a standard NBA contract. But the Wizards waived him before the season and re-signed him to another two-way deal.
Those 42 games in his rookie year remain Butler's career high.
"The season, you know it's going to be ups and downs. ... I also knew, going into it on a two-way deal, it's easy to get bitter," the 24-year-old said.
Butler knew his frustration was more of a temporary situation. He didn't want bitterness, which he said came from ruminating on the negative moments or circumstances rather than taking action. So he focused on getting better -- stressing his defense, shooting and decision-making on the pick and roll.
Despite making 41.6 percent of his threes in his last collegiate season, Butler entered Wednesday shooting just 32.4 percent in his NBA career. He attributed those struggles largely to small sample sizes and coming in at the end of games after not playing. He is shooting 35.4 percent from deep in the G League and made all three of his three-pointers against Philadelphia.
His game has evolved. He never averaged more than five assists in college, but now he plays as more of an orchestrator.
"Just settles us down, gets us organized, has the ability to get in the paint, create for himself, create for others," Keefe said before the game. "His defense is really good, too -- pressuring the ball, picking up full court. He's doing the stuff that we want him to."
And he's taking advantage of his chances when they come. After his career night, he asked Kyle Kuzma to take a picture of the media scrum surrounding his locker to send to his mom. He's not taking anything for granted.
"A lot of hard work, a lot of patience," he said of his journey.
Poole has missed five of the past seven games with the hip contusion, two for the initial injury and three after aggravating it. Before Wednesday's game, Keefe said he was day-to-day.
Kuzma, who did not play in the second half of Tuesday's loss to Houston with a right calf contusion, returned Wednesday. The forward, who has been dealing with a variety of injuries, played 31 minutes and scored 16 points on 7-for-19 shooting.
Yabusele's game-sealing block on Coulibaly was the capper on a matchup between French national team members.
Washington's second-year guard struggled, scoring just five points on 2-for-8 shooting. Yabusele, who scored 14 points per game in the Olympics and posterized LeBron James in the gold medal game, scored 21 points and grabbed eight rebounds.
The two spoke after the final buzzer and swapped jerseys. Coulibaly said the two exchanged a bit of trash talk during the game but it was all good-natured.
"That's my guy," Coulibaly said.
Said Yabusele: "We had a great summer together, and he's a young, talented kid. ... I told him I think this summer that I was going to try and get his jersey. ... I love to play against my fellow from France."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/08/wizards-sixers-jared-butler/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



College Football Playoff semifinal picks: Look at an under and an underdog 
The Orange Bowl between Penn State and Notre Dame could be a rock fight, and Texas can keep it close against Ohio State in the Cotton Bowl.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2025-01-09

Coach Steve Sarkisian's Texas squad should be able to keep things reasonably close against Ohio State in a College Football Playoff semifinal at the Cotton Bowl. (Kevin C. Cox/Getty Images)


These picks went a frustrating 2-2 in the College Football Playoff quarterfinals last week. Ohio State covered easily against Oregon, and the Notre Dame-Georgia score stayed well under the total, as predicted. But Boise State squandered numerous opportunities to cover against Penn State, and the Texas-Arizona State game, which seemed to be sputtering along toward the under, went into double overtime. We're 33-35 for the season with only three games left. Here are our best bets for this week's semifinals.
All times Eastern.
Orange Bowl: No. 6 seed Penn State vs. No. 7 seed Notre Dame
In Miami Gardens, Florida
Thursday, 7:30 p.m., ESPN
The pick: under 451/2
This one has all the makings of a rock fight. Notre Dame is coming off a quarterfinal win over Georgia in which it gained just four yards per play against a stout defense -- nearly 2.5 yards fewer than its season average and by far its worst mark of the season -- and scored one offensive touchdown, relying on a 98-yard kickoff return and three field goals for the rest of its points. Jeremiyah Love, the Fighting Irish's star running back, suffered another knee injury against the Bulldogs and was filmed this week struggling with a leg brace in practice. Even if he is healthy, Penn State's defense ranks fourth in expected points allowed per rush and is coming off a game in which it gave up a season-low 3.5 yards per attempt to Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty, the nation's leading rusher. Even so, the Broncos outgained the Nittany Lions. Penn State quarterback Drew Allar had just 13 completions against Boise State as the Nittany Lions leaned on running backs Kaytron Allen and Nicholas Singleton, who combined to average 7.6 yards per carry. But any semblance of a passing game might again be difficult for Penn State against a Notre Dame defense that leads the nation in EPA per dropback. (The Fighting Irish also rank fifth in EPA against the run.)
Cotton Bowl: No. 5 seed Texas vs. No. 8 seed Ohio State
In Arlington, Texas
Friday, 7:30 p.m., ESPN
The pick: Texas +51/2
Ohio State was dominant in its playoff victories over Tennessee and Oregon, but I'm old enough to remember the Buckeyes team that lost -- at home -- to a Michigan squad that had one of the worst offenses in the country among power conference teams. This is a whole lot of points to be laying against a Longhorns team that is more complete than the Volunteers or the Ducks. Buckeyes quarterback Will Howard has completed 41 of 55 passes for 630 yards and five touchdowns in two CFP games, with crazy-talented freshman wide receiver Jeremiah Smith catching 13 passes for 290 yards and four scores, but Texas's defense ranks fourth in success rate allowed per dropback and sixth in EPA per dropback. The Longhorns also have six sacks in two CFP games, and Ohio State still is operating with a patchwork offensive line because of injuries. Throw in the fact that the crowd at AT&T Stadium almost certainly will be in favor of the in-state team, and I like the underdog.
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Former Baltimore Orioles pitcher Brian Matusz dies at 37
Brian Matusz spent most of his career in Baltimore, where he was perhaps best known for his success against David Ortiz. 
By Glynn A. Hill | 2025-01-08

Brian Matusz played for the Baltimore Orioles from 2009 to 2016. (Chris Young/AP)


Former Baltimore Orioles pitcher Brian Matusz died, the team announced Tuesday. Matusz, who played most of his major league career with the Orioles, was 37. The cause of death was not disclosed.
"Our hearts are heavy tonight as we mourn the passing of former Oriole, Brian Matusz," the team wrote on social media. "A staple in our clubhouse from 2009-2016, Brian was beloved throughout Birdland, and his passion for baseball and our community was unmatched. He dedicated his time to connecting with any fan he could, was a cherished teammate, and always had a smile on his face. Brian's family and loved ones are in our thoughts and prayers at this difficult time."
Matusz was a three-year standout at the University of San Diego, where as a junior in 2008 he led the NCAA in strikeouts and was named the West Coast Conference pitcher of the year. He had been selected by the Los Angeles Angels in the fourth round of the 2005 draft, but following his college career, he was taken fourth overall by the Orioles in 2008.
The Grand Junction, Colorado, native made his MLB debut in 2009, recording a 4.63 ERA over eight starts. The following year, he produced his best season, posting a 4.30 ERA with career highs in starts (32) and wins (10).
Matusz may be best known for his success against Hall of Famer David Ortiz: He struck out the former Boston Red Sox slugger 13 times over 30 plate appearances. During that stretch, Ortiz mustered just four hits and one walk.
Matusz moved to the Orioles' bullpen late in the 2012 season. He reinvented himself as a reliever and spent the rest of his career in that role. In 279 appearances with Baltimore from 2009 to 2016, he made 68 starts. He also appeared during the team's 2012 and 2014 postseason runs. Matusz's only other major league showing came in July 2016, when he made a three-inning start for the Chicago Cubs.
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What the Cooper Flagg economy could mean for men's college basketball 
Flagg is the biggest men's college basketball star in years, bringing a built-in following to a sport fighting the perception that it is declining in popularity.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2025-01-08

Duke freshman Cooper Flagg throws down a dunk Tuesday night against Pittsburgh. (Grant Halverson/Getty Images)


DURHAM, N.C. -- Cooper Flagg looks as though he was designed with a protractor and a fun house mirror, all sharp angles and endless limbs. Then he sees how many basketball skills he can pair with a 6-foot-9, 205-pound frame, the list including -- but certainly not limited to -- long-range shooting, off-balance shooting, pinpoint passing, guard-like dribbling, rim protecting, on-ball defending, full-tilt hustling and dunking on opponents as if he's not aware they have families.
The Duke freshman is the favorite to go No. 1 in the NBA draft in June. And with that, with it being years since a men's college basketball player has been so hyped, comes the idea that Flagg -- Maine native, internet obsession, recipient of lucrative name, image and likeness (NIL) deals from New Balance and Gatorade -- could help keep a whole sport from drifting into relative obscurity.
"Before Victor Wembanyama was drafted, NBA fans would do anything to catch a glimpse of him: YouTube clips, social media, the fuzziest stream of European games," said Neal Pilson, a sports television consultant and the former president of CBS Sports. "Now with Flagg, it's the likely number one pick playing for Duke -- not just any major college -- and he's on ESPN all the time. That's much more accessible. If the men's game needed an answer to the Caitlin Clark boom, you can't ask for better than that."
The question, then, is whether the men's game did need that answer -- whether popularity has to work like a seesaw, with any gain for one side meaning an automatic loss for the other. When Flagg and then-No. 9 Duke beat No. 2 Auburn on ESPN in early December, the game averaged 1.34 million viewers, according to Sports Media Watch. Eight days later, when the No. 2 Connecticut women faced No. 8 Notre Dame on ESPN, the game averaged around 850,000 viewers, according to Sports Media Watch, the highest figure of the season to date.
That's just one comparison of top-10 matchups spaced not so far apart, meaning any number of factors could have skewed the data. But it's not like the women's game exploded and men's basketball turned into professional bull riding. CBS still pays a lot of money -- think billions -- to air the NCAA men's tournament each spring. Basketball, men's or women's, tends to have its moments once football season ends.

Flagg is expected to be the No. 1 pick in the NBA draft in June. (Brynn Anderson/AP)


That said, stars drive popularity beyond die-hard fans (or, at the very least, the perception of popularity beyond die-hard fans). And even in its post-Clark era, there are inarguably more superstars in women's college hoops -- the type who show up on billboards, in commercials or in everyday dinner conversation. Connecticut's Paige Bueckers is as famous as any other college athlete. USC's JuJu Watkins recently signed a multiyear extension with Nike, upping what she earns from a list of brand-name endorsement deals.
To turn pro in the WNBA, women's players are required to be 22 at any point of the draft year. In turn, college fans get to know them better, especially because there are far fewer transfers in women's basketball. Female athletes also typically work harder to build their social media followings, which is the most reliable indicator of an athlete's value in NIL deals. For all of those reasons, companies are more likely to feature women's players in national campaigns.
Flagg, by contrast, will almost certainly leap to the NBA after No. 4 Duke (13-2) finishes its season. So if he does help close a nebulous popularity gap, it would be on a compressed timeline. Good thing he was ready to excel right away, leading Duke in points, rebounds, assists, steals and blocks. He is averaging 17.5 points and has yet to find his touch from deep. He turned 18 on Dec. 21.
"For me, one of the biggest things was playing above my age really early," Flagg said after that win over Auburn, during which he played 38 minutes and led Duke with 22 points. "I was getting those live game reps from a very young age. I remember when I was in second grade playing on a fifth-grade AAU team. I definitely wasn't ready for it physically. But those kinds of things got me so ready for the next level."

Flagg is averaging 17.5 points per game for the Blue Devils. (Brynn Anderson/AP)


When Duke hosts potential recruits, part of the visit is devoted to a presentation on content and social media reach. The Blue Devils have 2.1 million followers on X. That's only for the men's basketball program, not the whole athletic department, and is more than Alabama football (1.3 million) and many professional teams. Then add in Instagram, TikTok and YouTube, and Duke men's basketball can blast its athletes to more than 5 million fans across all platforms.
At home games, a handful of cameras follow players throughout warmups. Highlights that hit social media look like clips from a blockbuster movie. For an individual athlete's following, the operation isn't just a multiplier. It can be lighter fluid.
"Once in a while, a kid will be like, 'Well, what if I don't want to?'" said Rachel Baker, who helps Duke players manage NIL and social media as the team's general manager. "And we're like: 'That's great, too. That's totally fine.' ... Cooper falls much more in that bucket. ... I'm not sure the last time he posted on any of his social channels. He can passively grow his brand and use Duke and our channels to tell the story for him."
Flagg has posted once on Instagram during the season: an ad for Fortnite that got close to 60,000 likes, 400 comments and 12,000 shares. Before that, his most recent post announced his NIL partnership with Gatorade (close to 90,000 likes, 300 comments and 1,700 shares).
As far as reach goes, it helps to enter college with 800,000 Instagram followers, a product of a cultural obsession with bite-size highlights and finding the next big thing. Jack Adler and his NIL marketing company, Out2Win, have an algorithm that distills an athlete's social media influence into a catchall metric. Flagg has the highest score of all men's basketball players, thanks in large part to how many comments and likes he generates, plus how his following has grown in just a few months.
"In this generation, some athletes' kids are growing up wanting to be MrBeast more than they want to be LeBron James," Adler said. "Cooper is almost an anomaly, an athlete with a huge following almost solely because of how talented he is as a basketball player."
Talented enough to lift a whole sport?
"I don't look at it as the men's and women's game continually passing each other," Adler said. "But in the digital era of sports, we're learning that more and more people follow sports for the specific athletes. It's become a superstar's game."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-09
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF, SEMIFINAL
7:30 p.m. Orange Bowl: Notre Dame vs. Penn State -- ESPN, WSBN (630 AM)
NBA
7 p.m. Minnesota at Orlando -- NBA TV
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
5 p.m. UNC Greensboro at Chattanooga -- CBS Sports Network
6 p.m. Purdue at Rutgers -- Fox Sports 1
6 p.m. Oregon at Ohio State -- Big Ten Network
7 p.m. Campbell at Hampton -- Monumental Sports Network
7 p.m. Northeastern at Towson -- Monumental Sports Network 2
7 p.m. Elon at William & Mary -- CBS Sports Network
8 p.m. Washington at Michigan State -- Big Ten Network
9 p.m. Liberty at Sam Houston -- CBS Sports Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
5 p.m. Texas A&M at South Carolina -- ESPN2
5 p.m. Kentucky at Florida -- SEC Network
7 p.m. Duke at North Carolina -- ACC Network
GOLF
7 p.m. PGA Tour: Sony Open, first round -- Golf Channel
2 a.m. (Fri.) DP World Tour: Team Cup, first day -- Golf Channel
SOCCER
Noon Saudi Pro League: Al Akhdoud at Al Nassr -- Fox Sports 2
2 p.m. Spanish Super Cup, semifinal: Real Madrid vs. Mallorca -- ESPN2
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Adelaide International, quarterfinals; ATP: ASB Classic, quarterfinals; WTA: Hobart International, quarterfinals -- Tennis Channel
7 p.m. ATP/WTA: Adelaide International, semifinals; ATP: ASB Classic, semifinals; WTA: Hobart International, semifinals -- Tennis Channel
HOCKEY -- IIHF UNDER-18 WOMEN'S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
10 a.m. Quarterfinal: Czech Republic vs. Finland -- NHL Network
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS' BASKETBALL
5 p.m. Sunrise Christian (Kan.) vs. La Lumiere (Ind.) -- ESPNU
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NHL's Kings postponed, NFL and NBA plan contingencies amid L.A. wildfires
Firefighters continue to battle the out-of-control blazes, fueled by hurricane-strength wind gusts in Southern California.
By Cindy  Boren, Glynn A. Hill, Des Bieler | 2025-01-09

The Palisades Fire burns a residence in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Tuesday. (Ethan Swope/AP)


An NHL game was postponed, an NBA star briefly left his team, the NFL is monitoring the site of a Monday playoff game and the families of NBA coaches JJ Redick and Steve Kerr were among the thousands forced to evacuate their homes because of three wildfires sweeping through Los Angeles County.
The NHL on Wednesday announced that the game between the Los Angeles Kings and Calgary Flames scheduled for that night at Crypto.com Arena, would be postponed. "The thoughts of the entire NHL family are with the Kings, hockey fans and the people of the Los Angeles area during this difficult time," the league said in a statement. The NBA said it was closely monitoring a Lakers home game scheduled for Thursday against the Charlotte Hornets to "determine if any scheduling adjustments are necessary."
"That's where I live," Redick said about the L.A. County wildfires before his Los Angeles Lakers played the Dallas Mavericks on Tuesday night. "Our family, my wife's family, my wife's twin sister, they've evacuated. I know a lot of people are freaking out right now, including my family. From the sound of things, with the winds coming [Tuesday night], I know a lot of people are scared. So I just want to acknowledge that. Thoughts and prayers for sure, and hope everybody stays safe."
After his family evacuated because of the fires, Los Angeles Clippers star Kawhi Leonard took the added measure of stepping away from the team, with the full support of his coach, before its Wednesday night loss in Denver. "You definitely have to take care of home. ... Totally had my support 100 percent," Tyronn Lue said. "Going back, checking on his family and kids, making sure they're well. And he got back, and they're doing okay, so just happy and thankful for that."
Also on Wednesday, the NFL said a playoff game between the Los Angeles Rams and the Minnesota Vikings scheduled for Monday night at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, California, could be moved, if necessary, to State Farm Stadium, the Phoenix-area home stadium of the Arizona Cardinals.
"The NFL's priority is the safety of the Los Angeles community," the league said in a statement. "We are grateful for the tireless efforts of the first responders. Our hearts are with Los Angeles and everyone affected by the fires. We continue to prepare to play the Vikings-Rams game as scheduled Monday night at SoFi Stadium. As with all games, there are contingency plans in the event a change in location is needed. ... We will continue to closely monitor developments in the area and will remain in contact with public officials, both clubs and the NFLPA."
The Los Angeles Chargers on Wednesday announced plans to donate $200,000 to support evacuees, first responders and cleanup efforts. Recipients include the Los Angeles Fire Department Foundation, Team Rubicon and several pet rescue organizations.
The Pacific Palisades, Hurst and Eaton wildfires were fueled by a Santa Ana windstorm that began Tuesday morning, with the National Weather Service warning it could be the strongest to hit Southern California in more than a decade.
Kerr, the Golden State Warriors' coach, said his 90-year-old mother, a longtime resident of Pacific Palisades, had left her home. The San Francisco Chronicle reported that the residence, which is where Kerr grew up, had "tragically burned." Kerr added that the family home of Everett Dayton, a member of the Warriors' player development department, had been lost.
"Everything I'm seeing and reading is just terrifying what's happening down there," Kerr said Tuesday, "so, just want to send thoughts to everyone who's going through the devastation of the fire. Obviously the game is secondary to that and to many things in life. Perspective is important."
Riviera County Club, the site of golf competition for the 2028 Olympics, is close to the fires, as an image taken from a flight arriving at Los Angeles International Airport showed.
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Infielder Amed Rosario joins Nationals on one-year deal
To clear room for Rosario on its 40-man roster, Washington designated right-hander Joan Adon for assignment.
By Andrew Golden | 2025-01-08

Amed Rosario, 29, could get plenty of at-bats at several positions next season. (Tony Dejak/AP) 


The Washington Nationals agreed to a one-year contract with infielder Amed Rosario, the team announced Wednesday. The major league deal is worth $2 million, according to a person familiar with the terms.
To make room on the 40-man roster, the Nationals designated right-hander Joan Adon for assignment.
Rosario, 29, is a contact hitter whose power has declined over the past few seasons. Rosario hit double-digit home runs in 2019, 2021 and 2022 but has just nine in the past two seasons combined. For his career, he has a .273 batting average with a 95 OPS+, and has stolen at least 13 bases in six of his eight seasons. He was in the 91st percentile in sprint speed last season, according to Baseball Savant.
The infielder is Washington's fourth major league signing of the offseason, joining pitchers Michael Soroka and Trevor Williams and designated hitter Josh Bell. Washington also traded for first baseman Nathaniel Lowe.
Rosario spent the first four seasons of his major league career with the New York Mets and has played for five teams in all. In 2024, Rosario spent time with three teams -- the Tampa Bay Rays, the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Cincinnati Reds -- as he hit .280 with a 94 OPS+.
His addition gives the Nationals more infield depth. Also in the mix are Nasim Nunez, whose status as a Rule 5 draft selection kept him on the 2024 roster, and Darren Baker, who was called up when rosters expanded in September. But neither Baker nor Nunez proved he could hit consistently at the major league level. And Ildemaro Vargas, who appeared in 95 games in 2024, was designated for assignment this offseason.
Rosario could get at-bats at several positions; he has played 766 games at shortstop, 63 at second base, 16 at third base and 51 in the outfield. He grades out as a below-average fielder; he has had a negative run value in all but one year -- the pandemic-shortened 2020 season.
Adon impressed in his first major league start on the final day of the 2021 season, but he never found his footing in Washington. He was given the opportunity to be the fifth starter in 2022 but pitched to a 7.10 ERA in 14 starts. When his struggles continued in 2023, the Nationals made him a long reliever. Adon made eight appearances in 2024, pitching to a 6.75 ERA before an injury ended his season. The 26-year-old could stay with the organization if he clears waivers.
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Scientists trained AI to predict gene activity, a potentially powerful tool
Researchers hope the AI tool will aid in the development of cell-specific gene therapies to treat diseases such as cancer.
By Mark Johnson | 2025-01-09

This painting shows DNA being replicated in the nucleus. (Illustration by David S. Goodsell) 


Scientists led by a team at Columbia University have trained a model to predict how the genes inside a cell will drive its behavior, which could be a powerful tool with the potential to broaden our understanding of cancer and genetic diseases, and even to pave the way for cell-specific gene therapies to treat them.
The researchers trained the new artificial intelligence tool, an algorithm dubbed General Expression Transformer, or GET, using an approach similar to that used by creators of the language program ChatGPT.
While ChatGPT learned the grammar of language, GET has learned underlying rules governing genes: how they are turned on or off like a light switch, or dialed up or down like a volume control. This complex process, known as gene expression, determines which proteins we make and whether we make them in the correct amounts, crucial work given that proteins play a role in virtually every action in the body -- fighting disease, moving, breathing, even thinking.
Although GET is at a much earlier stage of development, it could play a similar role to AlphaFold2, the AI system that predicts the three-dimensional structure of proteins. The transformative technology was recognized with the 2024 Nobel Prize in chemistry and has now been updated to AlphaFold3.
The regulation of genes and the structure of proteins both are fundamental to life, and problems in either can trigger disease.
"Biology is being transformed into something that is a predictive science," said Raul Rabadan, one of the authors of a paper reporting the work Wednesday in the journal Nature and director of the Program for Mathematical Genomics at Columbia. "We're seeing a revolution in biology."
Mark Gerstein, a professor of biomedical informatics at Yale School of Medicine, who was not involved in the new study, said that for 15 to 20 years experts have been systematically trying to make predictions about gene regulation, building on a trove of carefully made datasets. The data examined all genes in specific types of human cells -- for example, retinal cells or neurons -- measuring, among other things, gene expression and the binding of key proteins called transcription factors.
"This is a field poised to have this type of advancement by AI," Gerstein said.

Xi Fu, a graduate student and a lead author of the Nature paper, and author Raul Rabadan, both from the Program for Mathematical Genomics at Columbia. (Raul Rabadan/Columbia University) 


While other scientific groups have trained models using abnormal cells such as those found in different cancers, Xi Fu, a graduate student in Rabadan's lab, decided to train GET using information from cells in normal human tissue. The training used data from more than 1.3 million cells, spanning 213 different types found in the human body.
Rabadan's team found that they could omit one cell type from the data -- for example, astrocytes, which are found in the central nervous system -- and the model could make accurate predictions about astrocytes based on what it had learned from all of the other cells.
Mike Pazin, a program director at the National Human Genome Research Institute, part of the National Institutes of Health, said learning about one cell type and then making predictions about another is an especially daunting challenge.
"In some ways, it's like if I handed somebody a bunch of books in English, and said: 'Okay, now this is in Russian. What does it say?' And they say: 'Ah. I understand grammar, syntax and words. I'm going to make predictions about this even though it is written in a different language.' I would be like, 'Wow, is that possible?'"
The work described in the Nature paper "directly tackles one of biology's major challenges: understanding how the same genome can drive such diverse behaviors in different cell types," said Jian Ma, professor of computational biology and director of the Center for AI-Driven Biomedical Research in the School of Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University. Ma, who was not involved in the new study, commented by email.
All 30 trillion or so cells in the human body contain the same complete set of DNA. "Yet each cell type -- be it a neuron, a muscle cell, or a skin cell -- expresses a unique set of genes," Ma said. Humans have about 20,0000 genes, some of which may be turned on in a retinal cell, but off in a skin cell.
While "much of this regulatory grammar remains poorly understood," Ma said, "The GET model takes an important step toward decoding this language."
Understanding the language of gene regulation holds the potential for great benefit to human health, said Yang E. Li, assistant professor in the departments of neurosurgery and genetics at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis.
"We want to learn the grammar and prioritize the key players in different cell types," Li said, "because many human diseases are caused by a disruption of that grammar."
Scientists hope the model will help in other ways, such as in development of gene therapies to correct a mutation -- an error in the genetic code -- that harms a specific kind of cell. Such therapies have to be precisely designed so that they fix the cells harmed by a disease without disrupting other cell types.
"We can design gene therapies that deliver a gene that is only expressed in one cell type, and not in another," Rabadan said. Being able to predict which genes are turned on, off, up or down in different cells could help determine the cell of origin for a disease.
A model that makes accurate predictions about gene regulation also holds the promise of lessening one of the more grueling tasks in science: deciding which of a massive number of possible experiments are the ones most likely to answer the researcher's question.
A cancer, for example, may contain more than 1,000 mutations in the genome that have developed after conception. The effects of most of these mutations are unknown, Rabadan said. That leaves scientists with the enormous task of determining where to start.
"The number of potential genetic combinations is more than the number of atoms in the universe," Rabadan said. "What are the ones that are relevant?"
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As Trump takes over, FTC's Lina Khan says Big Tech scrutiny will persist
The Democratic enforcer significantly expanded the agency's remit; now the new GOP administration will decide how to follow through.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2025-01-08

Federal Trade Commission Chair Lina Khan last month in Chicago. (Tess Crowley/Chicago Tribune/Tribune News Service via Getty Images)


Lina Khan expressed confidence Wednesday that the Federal Trade Commission's victories against tech companies under her watch will stand and that scrutiny of their practices will endure as her aggressive tenure leading the agency ends and President-elect Donald Trump's enforcers take over.
Khan, one of the Democrats at the vanguard of the Biden administration's efforts to crack down on corporate misconduct in Silicon Valley and elsewhere, is set to step down this month after a 31/2-year stint as chair during which the once-sleepy agency dramatically extended its reach.
Yet despite obvious ideological differences, Khan said she expects Republican and Democratic enforcers alike to keep up the pressure against the most powerful tech companies on issues such as artificial intelligence and competition online.
"You have big bipartisan coalitions with major actions against companies like Google, and so I fully expect that that scrutiny will remain," Khan said in an interview with The Washington Post at the FTC's headquarters.
Under Khan, a 35-year-old who rose to prominence as a Yale law student for her pioneering antitrust theories, the FTC has spearheaded blockbuster lawsuits accusing tech giants such as Meta and Amazon of maintaining illegal monopolies that stifle competition. The agency has also launched sweeping efforts to boost enforcement around privacy and children's online safety, including through novel settlements to get companies to scale back their data collection practices. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Khan cited those agreements as examples of where the agency has made durable changes in the tech sector. Those deals, she said, have shifted the expectation that companies can use people's data with "endless permission" to one where there is a "presumption against being able to buy or sell the sensitive data" without a user's express consent.
"There are a whole range of areas where I think we have materially improved lives for people, especially when it comes to digital services and just how the online economy works," she said.
While many of those enforcement actions have garnered bipartisan support, Republicans and business groups have often accused the agency of overreaching under Khan, including by pushing to craft new regulations against data collection practices that the agency's Democrats called "commercial surveillance." Conservatives have also criticized the agency's forceful posture against corporate mergers under Khan.
Republicans on the House Oversight Committee issued a scathing report in October on Khan's time as chair, saying that under her, the agency's "singular purpose is to impose left-wing ideology over American markets and companies." Some Republicans, however, including Vice President-elect JD Vance, have praised her enforcement actions against Big Tech.
On Wednesday, Khan repeatedly highlighted areas of growing bipartisan consensus about taking on the tech giants and other actors in Silicon Valley. She even suggested there are common threads between the two parties on one of the most polarizing issues in the space: online speech.
"I have been concerned that when you have more centralization and you have fewer and fewer gatekeepers that are getting to decide ... what speech gets amplified, you have extraordinarily significant decisions being made by an extraordinarily small number of actors," she said. "That can have huge ramifications for the public. I think we've seen that concern in a bipartisan way."
Still, the FTC under Khan hasn't expressly focused on those speech concerns, an approach that could radically shift under Trump, who has said he wants the agency to take on tech companies over allegations they censor conservatives.
While the FTC is an independent regulatory agency, Trump's pick to lead it has signaled a willingness to do so. Andrew Ferguson, who will succeed Khan as chair after Trump's inauguration Jan. 20, last month said he plans to investigate "anticompetitive cartels that facilitate or promote censorship" and consider whether to "bust them up."
Khan repeatedly declined to comment on Trump and Ferguson's plans for the agency, instead pointing more broadly to issues where there is bipartisan concern about the power of major digital platforms, including around their liability protections under a law known as Section 230.
Throughout her tenure as chair, Khan has largely steered clear of more politically divisive issues such as content moderation on social media and instead sought to build momentum for her efforts to check corporate consolidation.
Now many of her signature broadsides against Big Tech are set to be taken over by Republicans, including the FTC's ongoing lawsuit against Amazon, testing Khan's coalitions.
One of the FTC's biggest cases, a lawsuit accusing Facebook's parent company Meta of holding a monopoly over social media, is slated to head to trial this year. The lawsuit was initially filed in the final months of Trump's first administration, but Khan's FTC filed a revamped complaint after the initial version was tossed out of court.
After Meta said Tuesday that it was scrapping its fact-checking program and dialing back its moderation efforts in the U.S. -- a move Trump cheered -- Khan warned that tech companies might try to strike a "sweetheart deal" and reach a favorable settlement with the incoming administration during an interview on CNBC.
Khan told The Post that while she could not speak to Meta's intent in dropping fact-checking, it is "happening against the backdrop of active law enforcement" and she expected the FTC to follow through with the case.
"I fully expect the team will be able to successfully pursue that trial," she said.
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The best and weirdest new tech at CES 2025
Here's what stood out at CES -- the most useful, weird and wonderful new tech from the world's largest consumer electronics show in Las Vegas.
By Tatum Hunter | 2025-01-09
LAS VEGAS -- At the world's biggest consumer electronics show, when we say something was a "favorite product," it could mean a few different things. Maybe the gadget is a much-needed breakthrough that will change lives. Maybe it's so weird we couldn't peel ourselves away. Or maybe it's such a profoundly bad idea it deserves some sort of recognition.
This year, as always, the CES show floor is overflowing with companies eager to display their latest gadgets and innovations -- many of them boasting artificial intelligence features that may or may not be helpful.

Tech reporter Tatum Hunter roamed the floor at the biggest tech conference to find new and weird gadgets.


Here's what stood out from the crowd.
French company Withings, which makes smart scales and watches, debuted the prototype of a full-body "health screening mirror" that looks like something out of a Ridley Scott movie. The product -- a giant scale and body-size screen -- is just a concept, the firm said, but it shows how the company plans to combine its biometric products into something more holistic.
The Withings Omnia would, theoretically, measure your heart rate, pH levels, muscle composition, sleep quality, exercise recovery and more. It would work in tandem with other wearables like a smartwatch, combining the biometric data from throughout your day into a snapshot of your overall health.
If a product like this one made it into our homes, it would raise some serious data privacy questions. Withings says it doesn't store your biometric data on the device itself, rather sending it to the company's servers to derive insights. If it all seems a little dystopian, remember: Tech companies are already collecting and sharing your health information en masse.

The Holobox Mini is a portable hologram projector. (Jack Dempsey/AP)


I don't know about you, but I'm always wishing I could get my body 3D-projected into a tiny portable box to talk to my friends and colleagues who live far away. (Just kidding.)
But that's exactly what Dutch company Holoconnects is doing with Holobox Mini, a travel-size version of its human-size Holobox, which shows a live, full-body projection of a person, product or display. It's more intimate than Zoom, the company said, and can be used to greet guests at a hotel or conduct virtual doctor's visits. The smaller version costs $4,500 plus a software subscription fee.
There was something disconcerting about seeing my shrunken self trapped inside a cube. But I also couldn't stop looking.

The Gym Monster 2 helps users figure out how much weight to lift. (Speediance)


Resistance training is good for you, but it can be hard to get started. The Gym Monster 2 from Speediance is an all-in-one setup that helps you figure out how much to lift and when. Its weighted bar becomes heavier or lighter with a tap on the screen, or you can use its "strength assessment" to automatically set loads for different lifts.
The $3,390 price tag might be a deterrent, though. The Gym Monster 2 will be available on Amazon later this year.

BoldJet is a handheld device for administering injections without a needle. (FlowBeams)


For the squeamish, getting a vaccination or a smidgen of Botox can be a whole production. One study in Britain found that 20 percent of parents and 60 percent of children are afraid of needles, which might lead to them skipping vaccinations. Dutch company FlowBeams wants to change that with BoldJet, a handheld device that shoots imperceptibly small streams of liquid (skinnier than a human hair), penetrating the outer layer of your skin without the pain of a regular injection.
The company is first working with the cosmetics industry, with hopes of entering medical environments as well.

The Electric Salt spoon amplifies the taste of salt and umami, its maker says. (Jack Dempsey/AP)


If you're looking for ways to cut down your sodium intake, Japanese beer company Kirin claims its fancy spoon could be the answer. The Electric Salt spoon uses electric currents to concentrate sodium ion molecules and amplify the taste of salt and umami (the savoriness in mushrooms or miso).
It's not as straightforward as a regular utensil, though. To close the electric loop, you have to keep your fingers placed carefully on a metal strip on the back of the spoon and put the device against your mouth for a few seconds before swallowing.
I tried some ramen broth (straight out of a thermos at the booth) with and without the spoon. I think I could tell the difference -- but maybe I was just famished after hours of touching gadgets.
The company sells the spoon in Japan for about $125 and said it hopes to sell globally in the coming years.

WowMouse is an app for Android and Apple smartwatches that turns your hand into a controller.


Can't find the remote? What if you could just point at the screen?
WowMouse, an app for Android and now Apple smartwatches from Finnish company Doublepoint, turns your hand into a controller for anything from a TV to a Vision Pro headset. Wave your hand in the air to control the cursor, and tap your fingers together to select.
Most of us aren't spending time wearing face computers -- the main use case for WowMouse. (With it, you don't have to bring your hands into the face computer's field of vision.) But maybe not having to get up from the couch to get your TV remote is worth the $3.99 cost.
I found it a little tricky to click where I wanted, but it might get easier with practice.
The Purobot Ultra from Petkit speaks for itself.
It's a litter box. It's paired with an app. It claims to have a facial recognition system that tells you which of your cats is pooping and when. Even your tabby is not safe from the forward march of facial recognition.
Right now the box is $899.99 (!) on the Petkit site. For a $12-a-month subscription price, you can even get video of your cats pooping sent to your phone. Only the photos I snapped assure me this was a real product and not a fever dream.

(Bebird)


A buildup of earwax can cause hearing loss, earaches and phantom noises, studies have shown. The new EarSight Flow device from Bebird cleans your ears without scary cotton swabs or trips to the doctor, the company claims.
The device looks like a pair of headphones, and users get voice prompts throughout to help them operate it correctly. It contains tools for cleaning and drying your ears, as well as a skinny, bendable camera for looking inside your ear canal while you do it. I imagine this tickles like nothing has ever tickled before, though I didn't get to try it.
EarSight flow is $199 on the Bebird website, and more of the devices should be available in May, a representative said.
If you're tired of waiting in the drive-through line for White Castle, new in-car AI assistants might solve that.
Conversational AI company SoundHound AI debuted a feature that lets you talk to your car console to order and pay for restaurant food while you're driving. I asked it to order me a Chipotle burrito, and it was ready to talk me through my preferences for each and every topping and place an order for pickup. The system isn't available yet, but SoundHound says it hopes to launch with automotive partners in 2025.
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Meta embraces fact-checking program that X users say is like 'whack-a-mole' 
Meta announced it will end fact-checking on its platforms, instead moving to an X-style "community notes." But X users say their efforts feel futile. 
By Trisha Thadani, Will Oremus | 2025-01-09

Attendees visit the Meta booth at the Game Developers Conference in San Francisco in March 2023. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


Before the November election, Walt Wang said he spent 10 to 20 hours a week debunking falsehoods on X, the social media platform owned by Elon Musk. As election-related lies and propaganda spread throughout the site, he carefully crafted responses, backed by reputable sources, to counter the false claims before they reached millions of users.
But often, he said, his efforts felt "similar to a game of whack-a-mole." He spent hours debunking one conspiracy theory, only to watch another crop up moments later.
Wang is part of a legion of X users who volunteer their time policing misinformation on the site through a feature called Community Notes, which Meta said Tuesday it will adopt in place of its extensive fact-checking program in the United States.
While dedicated contributors like Wang praise the program for giving moderation power to a diverse set of users, they warn that it's an inadequate replacement for professional fact-checking -- and fear it will be even harder for everyday people to combat falsehoods on Meta's array of global platforms, including Facebook, Instagram and Threads.
"An entirely voluntary group of people doesn't have the manpower or resources to debunk all of the conspiracy theories," Wang, a 27-year-old who works in health care, said over X direct message. "Inevitably, an increasing number of conspiracy theories will slip through."
In moving to a crowdsourced approach, Meta is shifting the onus of containing falsehoods on some of the world's largest social networks to ordinary users like Wang, who will do the work without pay or training. The company is following a path blazed by Musk into a new era where social media giants prioritize freewheeling discourse over concern for the harms that can arise when incendiary falsehoods or conspiracy theories go viral -- a shift Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg characterized on Tuesday as getting "back to our roots."

Walt Wang is part of a legion of X users who volunteer their time policing misinformation on the site through a feature called Community Notes. (Walt Wang)


Zuckerberg himself acknowledged the move to a user-based program is a "trade-off" that will inevitably allow more "bad stuff" to circulate on Meta's platforms.
And while researchers have hailed Community Notes as a novel idea in content moderation, online misinformation experts have long argued that volunteers are not an adequate replacement for trained employees. The policy, many researchers say, will lead to more falsehoods swirling around the internet that will seep their way into the real world -- a shift with unknown consequences for society.
"Community Notes can bring different viewpoints," said Shannon McGregor, an associate professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill who studies social media platforms. "But viewpoints are different than a skill set of adjudicating the veracity of information."
On X, any user can request to join Community Notes. Once accepted, they can suggest a note on any post they argue is incorrect or needs more context. Notes that receive enough backing from contributors with "different perspectives" are displayed publicly, according to the company -- a system meant to ensure bipartisan agreement.
Even with a global network of fact-checkers, Meta's program has struggled to control the spread of misinformation across its platforms, where algorithms can elevate divisive content. The initiative has also been assailed in conservative circles as a form of censorship, including by President-elect Donald Trump. On Tuesday, Zuckerberg said the move was necessary to meet the "cultural tipping point toward once again prioritizing speech" triggered by Trump's presidential victory. (Trump, who has railed against fact-checking, praised the policy, saying, "I think they've come a long way.")
Tech giants such as Meta "never wanted responsibility for all the content posted online," said Brendan Nyhan, a professor of political science at Dartmouth.
He described moderation as a "lose-lose" for platforms trying to balance pressure from many different parties. "Moving toward less restrictive policies and crowdsourced fact-checking reduces the amount of blame they can take."
Meta said it will phase in its version of Community Notes over the next several months and refine it over the course of 2025. A company spokesperson declined to comment on exactly how it will resemble or differ from X's.
David Inserra, a fellow for free expression and technology at the libertarian Cato Institute, said Meta is "taking a bold step toward enhancing free expression online" by embracing the crowdsourced fact-checking approach.
"This gives users a greater voice to discuss and debate various issues," he said in a statement. "These steps should be cheered as a private company taking practical actions to increase the expression of its 3 billion users."
But Yael Eisenstat, Facebook's former head of election integrity for political ads in 2018, countered that by outsourcing content moderation, the companies are abdicating their responsibilities to the public. X and Meta are not "neutral pipes through which speech flows," she said, but "curated feeds based on algorithmic decision-making and priorities set by the owners."
"Every decision they make is a decision with what they are going to do with other people's speech," said Eisenstat, who is now a senior fellow at Cybersecurity for Democracy, a multi-university nonprofit.
The move by Meta reflects a trend across social media companies to roll back Biden-era moderation policies in response to a years-long conservative campaign against fact-checking and content moderation. Musk has championed the shift since taking over X in 2022, dismantling the company's trust and safety team, and welcoming back accounts previously banned for repeatedly spreading harmful misinformation.

Tesla CEO and X owner Elon Musk listens as President-elect Donald Trump speaks in D.C. on Nov. 13. (Allison Robbert/Pool/Reuters) 


He positioned the moves as part of a mission to restore "truth" and "free speech" to a social network he said had been tilted to favor left-wing views, touting Community Notes as "the best source of truth on the internet." X did not respond to a request for comment.
Marco Piani, a 47-year-old physicist, said he used to spend substantial time crafting Community Notes. He joined the program after Musk acquired Twitter, and he spent time debunking claims around the covid-19 pandemic.
Recently, he has pulled back from the feature, saying it doesn't feel worth his time. The bulk of his proposed notes have been stuck in limbo as other users debate whether they are worthy, he said. Meanwhile, he watches helplessly as misleading posts spread rapidly. Piani's frustrations are backed up by data analysis by The Washington Post, which found the feature often fails to provide a meaningful check on misinformation.
"All those contributions are just lost," he said.
Despite the program's shortcomings on X, Wang said he still does what he can "in pursuit of the truth."
Wang said he has crafted notes that have appeared on posts from prominent accounts, including those of Musk and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia). He said he mostly focuses on issues involving health care, data and AI deepfakes, which "tend to be the easiest topics" to debunk. He tries to avoid divisive political topics, such as claims that the 2020 election was stolen, which he said "would require too many words and points to be argued" given the feature's limitations.
In a recent post where a prominent person falsely said the man behind the New Year's Day attack in New Orleans was a "migrant" terrorist, Wang offered an extensive fact check that the assailant was in fact an American citizen -- a post backed up by nearly a dozen sources of information. His correction was affixed to the post, which as of Wednesday had 4 million views.
"While I can't change everyone's opinion, I can at least demonstrate the logical fallacies so a few people can be persuaded by the facts," he said.
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Meta's fact-checking overhaul widens global rift on disinformation
As platform scales back moderation in line with conservative demands in the United States, it still has to maneuver through stiffer regulations in Europe and elsewhere. 
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2025-01-08

Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg said ending the company's fact-checking program in the United States will help address potential censorship. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP) 


Meta's plans to scale back fact-checking apply only in the United States for now, the company said, nodding to domestic political realities in a way that is set to widen the gap between what users experience on social media in and outside the country.
Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg said in a video Tuesday that the Facebook and Instagram parent company will end partnerships with third-party fact-checkers who for years have vetted misleading or harmful content, accusing them of harboring political biases and eroding public trust. Instead, he said, it will rely on a user-driven flagging method similar to the one run by Elon Musk's X.
While Meta said the plan would be rolled out "first" in the United States, spokesman Andy Stone said the company has no immediate plans to extend the policies to other regions, such as Europe, where social platforms have come under increased legal pressure to increase rather than diminish content moderation. The company declined to comment on whether or when it would apply changes globally.
The changes deepen a growing schism between how platforms tackle disinformation and other potentially harmful posts inside the United States vs. its global allies, particularly in the wake of President-elect Donald Trump's election win.
"There's clearly fragmentation in the digital economy that is a result of these differing regulatory approaches," said Stephen Weymouth, an associate professor at Georgetown University.
Trump has long bashed Facebook and other social media companies for allegedly stifling conservative viewpoints, and in recent weeks he has tapped for key roles regulators who have pledged to go after companies that they say facilitate censorship.
In the European Union, in contrast, lawmakers passed sweeping regulations in 2022 requiring companies to take greater steps to mitigate harms stemming from disinformation, online harassment and election interference.
Under the E.U.'s Digital Services Act, major social media platforms can face fines as high as 6 percent of their annual global revenue for failing to remove illegal content, disclose their moderation policies or mitigate harms from disinformation.
Countries including Australia, France, Brazil and South Korea have proposed or passed their own restrictions around content moderation. Meta faces some of the most stringent regulations in Germany, where Facebook, Twitter and Google agreed in 2015 to remove hate speech within 24 hours from their services for the country. Germany's then-justice minister, Heiko Maas, said social media could not become "a funfair for the far right."
Zuckerberg's Meta for years pushed back on the claims of censorship in the United States, arguing that it had a dual responsibility to both protect free speech and its users from noxious material. Now the company is giving credence to those accusations to explain a major rollback of its moderation efforts in the United States.
Academics and former industry officials said the changes highlight how political pressures and shifting regulatory landscapes are further splintering how social media companies police speech depending on where they operate.
"They're being pushed in this other direction based upon the regulatory restraints elsewhere," said Katie Harbath, a former Facebook public policy director. "I think they would prefer to have a more global approach, but that's just not the reality of where we are right now."
Republicans cheered Meta's announcement Tuesday, which Zuckerberg said also included rolling back some of the company's restrictions on topics such as gender identity and immigration and making it harder for posts to be flagged for removal through automation. The policy update, he said, will "dramatically reduce the amount of censorship on our platforms."
"President Trump's resolute and strong support for the free speech rights of everyday Americans is already paying dividends," Brendan Carr, whom Trump has tapped to chair the Federal Communications Commission and who has teased plans to target social media's "censorship cartel," said in a post on X. "Facebook's announcements is a good step in the right direction."
But Democrats accused the company of caving to political pressure from the Trump administration to the detriment of consumers. "Getting rid of fact-checking further enables dangerous people who use misinformation as a means to maintain and grow their power," Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Illinois), a longtime critic of Meta, posted on X.
The European Fact-Checking Standards Network, which undertakes similar work in Europe to the program Meta shut down in the United States, condemned Zuckerberg's remarks Tuesday linking fact-checking to censorship and called on the E.U. to "not be deterred in its efforts to stop the spread of mis- and disinformation" on major digital platforms.
Zuckerberg said Tuesday he plans to "work with President Trump to push back on governments around the world that are going after American companies and pushing to censor more." And he criticized Europe's "ever increasing number of laws institutionalizing censorship" and South America's "secret courts that can order companies to quietly take things down."
Harbath, the former Facebook official, said the remarks signal Meta is trying to leverage the United States' global influence to "prevent other regions from going in the direction of the E.U."
Spokespeople for the European Commission, the E.U.'s executive branch, declined to comment on Meta's announcement.
"What we expect from all social media companies is to be clear on the rules in Europe," Manfred Weber, president of the center-right European People's Party, told DW News following Meta's announcement.
David Kaye, a professor of law at the University of California at Irvine, said Meta's decision to dial back fact-checking as Trump and Republicans come into power may signal a greater willingness to bend in the face of political scrutiny elsewhere as well.
"What you're seeing is ... more ability for governments to push Meta to change its positions depending on the level of pressure they want to apply," he said.
The end of fact-checking in the United States could augur similar changes in other markets where the government has been pushing Meta to adhere to new rules about content.
In India, where the company has said it has fact-checkers working in more than a dozen languages, a 2023 investigation by The Washington Post showed that Meta left up posts that violated its rules, including those calling for violence against the Muslim minority. Local company executives ignored Meta rules as it sought to maintain good relations with the prime minister and his party.
The changes could also bring the policies across Meta's platforms more in line with Musk's X, which Republicans in the United States have applauded for clawing back its moderation efforts but has come under fire from political leaders in the E.U., the United Kingdom and in Brazil over its lax enforcement, among others.
"It will start to look and feel like you're seeing more X-like content," Kaye said.
Eva Dou, Joseph Menn and Naomi Nix contributed to this report.
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Mapping the L.A. wildfires from Palisades to Eaton and Hurst
We're tracking the fires in Los Angeles, California. See maps of recently burned areas and key locations in the vicinity of the fire.
By Amaya Verde, Adrian Blanco Ramos, Dylan Moriarty, Janice Kai Chen, Laris Karklis, Aaron Steckelberg | 2025-01-09
After igniting Tuesday, several wildfires are ripping through Los Angeles County, forcing widespread evacuations and causing power outages as firefighters struggle to combat the blazes.
The Palisades Fire, which broke out near the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, has burned over 17,000 acres. The map below will continue to update as new data is released on the fire's spread.
The Eaton Fire, which erupted to the northeast, has burned more than 10,000 acres, according to Cal Fire, while the Hurst Fire, burning in the north, has spread to over 800 acres.
Firefighters have contained 40 percent of the Lidia Fire, which emerged in Antelope Valley on Wednesday afternoon. The Sunset Fire, the latest to be reported, started Wednesday evening in the Hollywood Hills.
The Woodley Fire, now contained, broke out in the Sepulveda Basin of the San Fernando Valley.
Immediate evacuation orders have been issued since last Tuesday night, forcing tens of thousands of residents to leave their homes.
Maxar, a commercial imaging firm, captured the destruction of the Los Angeles fires on Wednesday afternoon. The satellite imagery reveals how entire neighborhood blocks were completely burned. The following shows destroyed houses near Marathon Road in Altadena, California.
Using shortwave infrared imagery, Maxar captured shots of burning homes in Altadena. Below is a blended image showing the hundreds of fires that ravaged the area.

Satellite image from January 8 (c)2025 Maxar Technologies 


Both Palisades and Eaton fires grew exponentially in a matter of hours, due to fierce Santa Ana winds and dry vegetation from a rainfall shortage. On Wednesday morning, Cal Fire reported the Palisades fire at 2,921 acres; by 4 p.m. Eastern, the fire had grown over five times in size to almost 16,000 acres.
Santa Ana windstorms happen regularly in southern California, but experts say the current winds fueling the fires are stronger than usual, with gusts 65 to 75 mph expected Wednesday afternoon, according to NOAA. The windstorm is expected to continue over the next few days, with the strongest gusts forecasted Thursday afternoon into Friday morning.
Pressure changes create winds
Santa Ana winds occur when a high-pressure system forms over the deserts of the Great Basin. The high pressure circulates clockwise, pushing air westward toward the lower-pressure areas of the coast. This region experiences Santa Ana windstorms multiple times a year.
Air gets hotter and drier
Santa Ana winds occur from spring to late fall or even early winter, when a high-pressure system forms over the deserts of the Great Basin. The high pressure circulates clockwise, pushing air westward toward the lower-pressure areas of the coast.
Gaps in the mountains form wind tunnels
The wind speeds up as it pours over the mountains, particularly where it is forced through passes and canyons like water through a funnel. Gusts of 40 to 60 mph or even stronger are common. Suddenly dry, warm -- or downright hot -- air is whooshing toward the coast.
The result is like a giant hair dryer
The wind careens over low-lying Southern California, parching vegetation in its path that can easily become fuel for a fire. Extremely wet conditions in fall 2023 to spring 2024 resulted in the growth of large areas of vegetation, which have created fuel for these wildfires now plaguing the Los Angeles area.
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Vet opens empty hospital, takes in dozens of displaced pets in wildfire
"I looked around and was like, 'There's going to be other people that need help, and we have all this empty space. Let's use it,'" said vet Annie Harvilicz. 
By Sydney Page | 2025-01-08

Eder, a veterinary technician at Animal Wellness Centers in Los Angeles, takes Daisy for a walk under a smoky sky. Daisy is one of the dogs sheltering at Annie Harvilicz's empty animal hospital in Marina del Rey. (Annie Harvilicz)


As the Palisades Fire raged across the Pacific Palisades neighborhood in Los Angeles, Annie Harvilicz got a desperate call from her brother. He was fleeing the area with his family and asked if she could take in his cat, Winston, and his bunny, Oreo.
Harvilicz, an L.A.-based veterinarian, said yes right away. She runs two animal hospitals -- one in Marina del Rey and another in Harbor City. Her hospitals are not in the zone of the multiple major active California fires, which have so far claimed at least two lives and scorched more than 21,000 acres of land.

Firefighters battle the Palisades Fire as it burns structures in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Wednesday, Jan. 8. (Eugene Garcia/AP)


In thinking about where to shelter Winston and Oreo, Harvilicz realized she had a perfect spot. Two weeks ago, she had moved her Marina del Rey hospital to a new building just a block away, and she still had access to the old building. When she brought the cat and the bunny there, she got an idea.
"I looked around and was like, 'There's going to be other people that need help, and we have all this empty space. Let's use it,'" said Harvilicz.

Winston the cat. (Annie Harvilicz)


She put out an offer on social media: "I am happy to house any animals that need to be evacuated. If you know anyone who needs to leave and doesn't have a place for their pets please have them email me," she wrote in a Facebook post Tuesday morning.
Requests from pet owners began to trickle in, as she expected. But then something unexpected happened: Harvilicz's inbox began blowing up with hundreds of people volunteering to help her however they could.
"For every person who needed help, there were 50 people offering to help," she said. "It brings tears to my eyes."
She quickly began coordinating pet drop-offs, and also fielding questions from panicked pet owners. She advised people with only one pet to keep their animals with them, if possible.

Oreo the bunny. (Annie Harvilicz)


"That's what's better for them and better for their pets," she said.
So far, about a dozen dogs and 15 cats are sheltering at Harvilicz's animal hospital. She and her staff are looking after the pets -- feeding them, walking them, playing with them -- with the help of volunteers and pet owners, some of whom are staying at hotels nearby.
"I think we're going to get more," said Harvilicz, who is keeping some of the dogs at her home in the nearby Westchester neighborhood. "There's no way this is going to be over today."

Cat carriers line the floors of the animal hospital. (Annie Harvilicz)


Harvilicz's staff is ready to provide medical care to animals that need it.
"If anyone got any burns or smoke inhalation, we can take care of them," she said. "Come to us if you need help with your animal."
In addition to her two animal hospitals, Harvilicz runs a nonprofit called the Animal Wellness Foundation.
"We do rescue work, rehabilitating and rehoming animals. We also help families that are low-income with vet care," she said.
While taking in stranded animals during the wildfires has been fulfilling, Harvilicz said it has also been heartbreaking.
As word spread about her offer, someone reached out to Harvilicz about nine donkeys that needed to evacuate.

The Palisades Fire burns through the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Wednesday, Jan. 8. (Eugene Garcia/AP)


At her Harbor City animal hospital, there's room for larger animals such as horses and donkeys.
"We do have the space that we could house them temporarily," she said. "We just need to get them there."
Harvilicz found someone with a trailer who was willing to pick up the donkeys and drive them to the hospital, but when Harvilicz called the donkey owner to confirm the plan, "she said she already had to leave and she let them all loose," Harvilicz said, adding that the donkeys' chance of survival is very slim.
She said she hopes to create a disaster relief program for the next wildfire crisis.
"I'd like to work to never have that happen again," she said, referring to the donkeys.
A bright spot for Harvilicz has been that the animals in her empty hospital seem to be taking everything in stride.

Bailey, a dog sheltering at the empty animal hospital. (Annie Harvilicz)


"The dogs that are friendly with each other are staying in rooms together," she said. "They're not all in kennels and cages. They actually are hanging out with each other; they are pretty happy dogs right now."
Harvilicz said the outpouring of support from animal lovers has helped to keep her going.
"People love animals," she said. "They're such amazing beings, and they touch the hearts of so many people. That just comes out so beautifully when there is a time of tragedy."
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School staff charged with entering student's home to retrieve stolen items
A principal, dean and basketball coach allegedly barged into a student's home to retrieve items taken from a school locker room.
By Amber Ferguson | 2025-01-08

A principal, a dean and a basketball coach at East Chicago Central High School in Indiana have been placed on administrative leave in light of allegations that they stormed into a home to retrieve items taken from a locker room. (East Chicago Central High School)


Three Indiana school officials have been criminally charged with storming into a student's home late at night to recover items stolen from a school locker room, saying their efforts were meant to prevent students from "going to jail."
East Chicago Central High School Principal Abrian Brown, Dean of Students Corey Bailey and head varsity boys' basketball coach Alaa Mroueh were charged last month with residential entry and have been placed on administrative leave from their jobs.
"In light of the recent criminal charges, the district is investigating whether there may be additional policy violations," an attorney for the school district, Jewell Harris Jr., said in a statement. "The individuals involved are entitled to due process under the law and each of them are considered to be innocent until proven guilty."
The district, the School City of East Chicago, said it holds its staff and students to high standards.
"We will continue to review our protocols to prevent similar incidents and maintain the trust of our community," the district, located about 18 miles southeast of downtown Chicago, said in a statement.
Charging documents describe the allegations: Brown, Bailey and Mroueh went to a student's apartment around 11 p.m. on Oct. 25 with a location ping from allegedly stolen Apple AirPods. They were trying to recover those headphones and other items belonging to athletes from an opposing school that had reportedly been taken during a football game and a Halloween event earlier that day.
Surveillance footage showed three East Chicago students entering the visiting team's locker room at the high school and leaving with items visibly tucked into their clothing, police wrote in charging documents.
Afterward, Bailey allegedly expressed urgency about retrieving the stolen items. "Man, we better go get this stuff, because if not, they going to go sell it," he told Brown, according to the court records.
When Bailey, Brown and Mroueh arrived at the student's apartment, someone knocked on the door and it "just opened," the principal later told police.
The student's mother, however, told police that she was asleep when loud noises woke her, according to the charging documents. The Washington Post is not naming the mother because her son has not been charged with a crime.
By the time the mother left her bedroom, she said, the men had entered her home and the coach was yelling in her 17-year-old son's face to return the stolen items. She told police that she told her son to return them and that Brown warned the student, "The police are outside. If you don't return everything, you will be taken to jail."
The student retrieved the items -- three pairs of AirPods, two pairs of Crocs shoes, headphones and a pair of Nike joggers -- and placed them in the middle of the floor, according to charging documents. He later told investigators that he didn't see any police officers outside that night and was "in shock."
Brown returned the items to the football coach of the opposing team, Hanover Central High School, the next day, he told police. But three days later, the student's mother met with Brown, Bailey and Mroueh at East Chicago Central High School and recorded the conversation.
"My first thing is, I know what he did was wrong," the student's mother said in a transcript of the recording included in court records. "But what made you think it was right for three grown men to enter my house at eleven at night? You got my number."
She added, "Y'all came to my house like the mob."
One of the men responded that they were trying to prevent the students from "going to jail." (It is not clear from the transcript which man said this.)
Bailey later told police that the three administrators went to the student's home "as a school matter." "Our intent was not to get these kids in trouble or get a record," he said. Brown reiterated to police that he and Bailey stood right outside the apartment door, according to charging documents.
Brown told police that since the theft happened at the school, the matter was investigated "within" and that the men followed the same protocol that they would during a regular school day. He added that he knocked on the door softly and that "it kind of opened up" after he did so, the charging document says.
Residential entry is a felony in Indiana. If convicted, Brown, Bailey and Mroueh could face six months to 21/2 years in prison or jail, as well as fines of up to $10,000.
In a statement to The Post, East Chicago Police Chief Jose Rivera defended the school administrators' character but criticized their actions.
"All three administrators are well known and highly respected in our community. We believe the administrators had good intentions, but the way they went about investigating and handling the matter was incorrect," Rivera said.
He added: "The easiest solution to this problem was to contact the police and let us handle the situation. Unfortunately, they chose to handle it themselves without understanding state law."
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Who is next after Justin Trudeau? 
Justin Trudeau's resignation sparked nationwide contest to replace him as Prime Minister of Canada, with several top candidates emerging from the Liberal Party.
By Amanda Coletta | 2025-01-09
TORONTO -- A former central banker who has drawn comparisons to George Clooney and who earned praise for guiding Canada through the 2008 financial crisis. A New York Times best-selling author who attracted the KGB's fury. An amiable lawyer nicknamed the "Energizer Bunny."
They are among the potential candidates to replace Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who bowed to his bleak political prospects and pressure from his party on Monday, saying he intends to resign once a successor is in place. That kicked off a nationwide contest to replace him.
His successor will lead the Liberals in a federal election that must be held by October but is likely to come sooner.
It is not clear if cabinet ministers will have to step down to participate in the contest. Several are weighing whether to run against whether it is in Canada's best interests for them to stay in their roles with President-elect Donald Trump, who has threatened steep tariffs, returning to office.
Few people have formally thrown their hat in the ring. Among the possible candidates are Anita Anand, a transport minister who earned plaudits for her procurement of vaccines; Christy Clark, a former premier of British Columbia; and Jonathan Wilkinson, Canada's natural resources minister.
Here's what to know about some of the others.
Freeland, 56, is a former journalist who covered the fall of the Soviet Union and its aftermath. An Alberta native and Ukrainian-Canadian who studied at Harvard and Oxford, she drew the KGB's attention as a student traveling through Ukraine in the 1980s. Its code name for her was Frida.
When Trudeau recruited her to join politics, it was seen as a major coup. She earned praise for her role as foreign minister in renegotiating the North American Free Trade Agreement during Trump's first presidency. Maclean's magazine put her on its cover with the words "You're welcome, Canada."
Trudeau also tapped her to lead Canada's pandemic response, and named her deputy prime minister, a title bestowed occasionally but not always. One of his most loyal lieutenants, she was nicknamed "the Minister of Everything." As finance minster, however, she had detractors.
In a 1991 op-ed in the Toronto Star, Freeland wrote that she was "embarrassed and angered" by Canada's "vacillating" policy on Ukraine. Several decades later, she played a role in shaping that policy, pushing allies to impose sanctions on Russia's central bank after the invasion of Ukraine.
Trudeau fired her as finance minister over Zoom last month and sought to shuffle her into a lesser role. She resigned from the cabinet instead. In a letter that accelerated a caucus revolt, she said she and Trudeau had been at odds over fiscal policy and preparations for the Trump presidency.

Mark Carney, governor of the Bank of England, pauses during a Bloomberg Television interview in London in January 2020. (Simon Dawson//Bloomberg News) 


Speculation about whether Carney might one day enter Liberal politics has followed him for more than a decade. Born in a small town in the Northwest Territories, his career as a Goldman Sachs investment banker took him to New York, Toronto and Tokyo.
Carney, a former governor of the Bank of Canada, earned praise for his stewardship of the country during the 2008 financial crisis. He later became the first foreigner to head the Bank of England. His movie star looks and sharp suits made him an object of fascination for the British tabloids.
Carney, 59, does not have formal political experience, but he has not shied away from opining on political issues. He warned of Brexit's negative impacts. He called on police to enforce the law during the self-styled "Freedom Convoy" blockades here in 2022, accusing those donating to the demonstrations of funding sedition.
Carney, godfather to one of Freeland's children, is a U.N. special envoy on climate action. He joined the Liberals as a special economic adviser last year. Conservatives call him "carbon tax Carney," a nod to his one-time support for an unpopular Trudeau policy.

Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly gives a statement upon her arrival for bilateral meetings following the G-7 Foreign Ministers summit at the historical city hall in November 2022 in Muenster, Germany. (Andreas Rentz/Getty Images) 


Joly once ran as a rookie to be Montreal's mayor, surprising observers by finishing second. She is known as a talented political organizer, particularly in Quebec, a key battleground in federal elections.
Trudeau named Joly, 45, Canada's heritage minister in 2015, but demoted her in 2018 after several missteps. He promoted her to foreign minister in 2021. She has led the response to the war in Ukraine, the war in Gaza and allegations of foreign interference on Canadian soil.
Joly has earned mixed reviews as Canada's top diplomat. Critics charge that she is out of her depth and have called for her resignation.

Canada's Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry Francois-Philippe Champagne arrives for a national caucus meeting, in Ottawa, Ontario, on Dec. 16, 2024. (Spencer Colby/The Canadian Press/AP) 


Champagne, known as the "Energizer Bunny," is industry minister. In that role, he has traveled the globe, adding to his deep Rolodex of contacts, pitching Canada as an alternative to a protectionist United States and seeking to drum up investment in the country's electric vehicles supply chain.
A trained lawyer, Champagne is also a co-lead of the "Team Canada" strategy, which saw top officials fan across the United States before last year's presidential election to stave off policies detrimental to Canada by explaining how interconnected the countries' economies are.
"My job is to connect the dots," Champagne, 54, told The Washington Post last year.

Conservative Party of Canada leader Pierre Poilievre speaks at a news conference after the resignation of Canada's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Chrystia Freeland on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, Dec. 16, 2024. (Patrick Doyle/Reuters) 


The victor of the Liberal leadership race will be prime minister. It might not be a long tenure.
Trudeau suspended Parliament until March 24, a controversial move that allows the Liberals to hold a leadership contest and delays planned efforts by the opposition parties to bring down his government.
But those parties will have several opportunities to do just that not long after a new session of Parliament begins, triggering new elections and leaving Trudeau's successor with a short window to close a 20 point gap with Pierre Poilievre's Conservatives.
Canada's Conservatives picked Poilievre to lead them in 2022 after three consecutive elections losses. The 45-year-old is a right-wing populist firebrand with a social media savvy and a smarmy, pugilistic style who drew rare standing-room-only crowds during the Conservative leadership race.
Poilievre rose to the leadership by trafficking in grievance politics and railing against "wokeism." When the convoy demonstrators blockaded Ottawa and several border crossings, he hitched his wagon to them. He is not a fan of journalists, but sat recently for an interview with Jordan Peterson.
Poilievre has attacked "gatekeepers" and the political establishment, but politics has effectively been his only career. He has hammered the Liberals over the high cost of living and employs short and catchy slogans: "ax the [carbon] tax, build the homes, fix the budget, stop the crime."
The Canadian Press described Poilievre in 2013 as similar to Pete Campbell from the television drama "Mad Men": The "character everyone loves to hate: young, conservative, ambitious and fabulously snotty." The question now is whether that style will turn off voters or win them over.
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Jungle raves, water pollution, direct flights: Tulum's 'new era' of tourism
The rise of Instagram and Airbnb have influenced Tulum's rapid transformation from backpackers' paradise to hotel-dense tourism hub.
By Natalie Compton | 2025-01-09
TULUM, Mexico -- When you're floating in the balmy, turquoise water, parts of the Quintana Roo coastline still look timeless.
Dense tangles of palm trees and shrubs line the soft sandy beach. Walled ruins peer down from their limestone cliff. Pelicans fly in formation overhead. It's easy to understand why hippies, backpackers and armchair archaeologists began flocking to this pocket of the Yucatan Peninsula in the '70s.
Once you swim back to shore and towel off, the fantasy of the untouched Tulum begins to fade. This patch of the Caribbean has been an ancient Maya trading hub, a quiet fishing village, a bohemian paradise and a vacation spot for celebrities such as Leonardo DiCaprio and Paris Hilton. Today it retains elements of all these identities, plus a newer one: mainstream tourism hub.
Walk in either direction and you'll find a steady stream of beach clubs and hotels ranging from thatched-roof cabanas to all-inclusive chains. There are tourists in thong bikinis and families enjoying picnics. Fragments of trash stick out from piles of seaweed. At dusk, the sunset could not be more beautiful.
The once-remote jungle became more accessible last year with the opening of a new train line and international airport, which recorded its one millionth passenger this November. The 2020 census recorded Tulum's population at 46,721 residents -- up 65 percent from 2010 -- and local officials project a 447 percent population increase by 2050.
As major infrastructure projects near completion, the governor of Quintana Roo has declared a "New Era of Tourism" in the Mexican Caribbean, celebrating the rapid development of Tulum as a tremendous success. For many locals, the story of the city's growth is more complicated. More tourism brings more income, but that has come at a cost to the environment, its inhabitants and their culture.
There are still magical places like Habitas, a beachfront hotel, restaurant and spa that blends into the tropical forest. And there is the Bahia Principe, a global brand with more than 700 rooms.
World-class restaurants like Arca and Hartwood work wonders with local ingredients. And there is Porfirio's, owned by the same Cancun-based group as Senor Frog's, where club music distracts from weak margaritas and flat salsa. The decor at long-running nightclub Gitano will wow you. When I went, men in the bathroom tried to sell me ecstasy and cocaine. (Gitano owner James Gardener said his employees don't sell drugs, and the club doesn't endorse drug use.)
Tulum is developing so rapidly, some concerned parties say, that it runs the risk of losing what made it special.
"They're killing the goose that laid the golden egg," said Cynthia James, who owns the boutique hotel La Conchita. "They're just going to keep building and then pretty soon it's just going to be another Miami."

Dancers perform a show for the 11th anniversary of Gitano, a famous restaurant-bar in Tulum, on Dec. 20. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 



Tourists take pictures in the panoramic view of the Caribbean Sea on the tour of the ruins of Tulum. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 


Alejo Mantilla is from Merida, the capital city of the neighboring Yucatan state, and has been coming to Tulum since he was a kid.
As a young adult, he visited as a backpacker. Now 41, he works as a local guide and travel agent, leading bike tours in Tulum National Park to view the famous remnants of a thriving Mayan citadel.
In his early memories, "the beach was just a sand strip with a few huts and campgrounds," he said.
He started noticing a change in the early 2000s, when his $3 campsites started disappearing and hotels popped up in their place. Some new businesses began catering to a more affluent class of traveler, including jet-setters with eclectic tastes who wanted a place to unplug in-between trips to St. Barts, Mykonos and Ibiza. They were into holistic wellness like the counterculture generation, Mantilla said, "but repurposed and remarketed as this fancy, boho-chic kind of thing."
Soon after came the "hipsters," Mantilla said, arriving from Brooklyn with the urge to experience Tulum while it could still be considered a hidden gem. With its lush flora, picturesque cenotes and boutique beach resorts, Tulum seemed made for Instagram.
James, the hotel owner, noticed a change around 2010 with the arrival of more luxury properties. The rise of Airbnb altered the dynamic, too, she said, attracting a younger crowd who was willing to take the two-hour ride from Cancun to attend electronic music festivals. The party scene exploded. Drug cartels supplied the new market. Noise pollution from jungle raves featuring lasers and acrobats disrupted the wildlife.
Now, "the partying is affecting us a lot," Mantilla said. "I like festivals, but [there's] so much drugs, so much money."
Anticipation for the new airport drove another construction boom, including an excess of luxury homes. Near the ruins where Mantilla leads tours, you can hear the whir of diesel generators that hotels located off the city's power grid use to keep up with guests' energy demands.
For Mantilla, that sound is a reminder of how the business of tourism has trumped the welfare of the environment. But he also recognizes the hypocrisy of complaining too much.
"We come for work because we can make a good living here doing what we love, and in our free time, we use it to go to nature, dancing, swimming, the beach," he said.
"I have some friends who complain a lot about the consumerism, but in the end, consumerism is what pays my bills."

Construction of luxury condominiums in Tulum. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 



Tourists enter Jaguar National Park in on Dec. 22. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 


Global chains have lined up along Tulum's hotel zone, but some accommodations take more care to be eco-conscious.
I stayed at the local property for Habitas, where a  biologist works as a sustainability director to minimize the property's ecological footprint. There was no single-use plastic in my room, which was made from canvas like a safari tent.
When they bought a small property to create La Conchita, James and her husband, Jorge Rosales, hired Maya workers to help them remodel. They mixed cement by hand and thatched traditional palapa roofs. Because it was off the grid, like all of the beach hotels at that time, the couple had to truck in fresh water, build a septic system and install solar panels and use propane tanks for gas.
James, who lives in Santa Barbara, Calif., said in a phone interview that she's seen other owners who were less compelled to make the extra effort. She recalled a now-closed property that was popular with celebrities.
"It got all this publicity, but they just had their sewage going into the ocean," she said.
A 2013 study found improper sewage disposal was a common practice among hotels, leading to fecal contamination in the water supply. Waste management, both for trash and "gray water," or wastewater from households and hotels, continues to be an issue.
As part of his guide work, Mantilla sometimes drives for wealthy travelers from San Francisco or Austin, picking them up from private villas or condos in La Veleta, a recently developed neighborhood that attracts remote workers and digital nomads. Even though Mantilla sees they spend a lot during their trips, he wishes tourist dollars had a more positive impact on the community.
"There's no cleaning of the streets. ... They don't empty the trash cans," Mantilla said. "The kind of things a tourist place should have taken care of -- they don't do it here."
According to one Tulum municipality official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity so they wouldn't jeopardize their job or risk retaliation from cartels, infrastructure struggles have multiple causes. They said there are not enough people trained in urban planning to shepherd Tulum's growth. When builders run into logistical restrictions, they said the red tape may be ignored or bribed away.
"It's not a bad place to live, but Tulum could be so much better," they said.
Water pollution is one of the by-products of corruption, the official said. They don't go to as many cenotes as they did as a child, when you could access the swimming holes for free.
"They were crystal clear," the official said. "Now you have to pay 250 pesos to get into a little hole full of tourists, and the water is stinky."

A tour guide explains the history of the ruins of Tulum to tourists on Dec. 22. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 



Travelers at Felipe Carrillo Puerto Tulum International Airport on Dec. 19. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 


On social media, Quintana Roo governor Mara Lezama Espinosa has said tourism's "success translates into shared prosperity with social justice," and regularly shares infrastructure updates with the hashtags #NuevaEraDeTurismo in #QuintanaRoo.
This new era was years in the making, but coincided with another boost for interest in Tulum.
During the pandemic, the town saw a surge of Americans looking to escape lockdowns and isolation without travel restrictions.
"It became a big success," Andres Martinez, director of the state's tourism council, said in a phone interview. Developers began building to meet new demand. Now, "there are big resorts in Tulum," Martinez said. In March, the PGA Tour added a tournament in town.
Martinez is aware of concerns about overdeveloping the area -- and emphatic that building is being done responsibly.
Tulum is home to protected areas, like the Sian Ka'an Biosphere Reserve, a UNESCO World Heritage site, which covers 1.3 million acres of coastline, bays, wetlands and forest, and houses precious wildlife. It remains "one of Mexico's largest protected areas" according to UNESCO. The president of Mexico, Claudia Sheinbaum, has promoted a recently passed Urban Development Program (PDU) to "ensure orderly growth.
"People travel here to see the blue water and the jungle," Martinez said, adding that Tulum is "really strict on how we develop."
The new Jaguar National Park was inaugurated in September, claiming land for conservation and adding a new museum to Tulum's archaeology zone. Although, there is a controversial hotel project located inside.

Mayan train tracks under construction in Tulum. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 


For most of Mexico's history, Tulum was difficult to reach. If you fly into the new Felipe Carrillo Puerto International Airport, you can see why.
The last stretch of the flight covers a vast sea of greenery; there are few signs of humanity -- not a house, not a road, just an occasional clearing burned into the landscape. Finally, the runway appears. The mass of jungle hugs its perimeter.
Francisco J. Rosado-May feels responsible for protecting that jungle, and the treasures it holds for his people.
Rosado-May is Yucatec Maya -- the largest Indigenous group of the Yucatan Peninsula -- and the great-grandson of Gen. Francisco May, the last commander of the Maya forces in the Caste War of Yucatan, an Indigenous uprising that ended in 1901. He lives about two hours southwest from Tulum, and grew up visiting relatives here when it had just one restaurant and a few dozen houses.

Francisco Rosado-May helped found the Intercultural Mayan University of Quintana Roo. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 


Following in his ancestor's footprint, Rosado-May has fought for the Yucatan in his own way. In 1991, he finished his PhD in biology at the University of California at Santa Cruz, and returned home to Quintana Roo to help found the state's first university. He'd later serve as its president, and has continued researching Indigenous food systems, agroecology an education.
In 2019, Rosado-May was part of a federal office tasked with asking the Indigenous community for their input on the train's construction, which drew criticism for its "inadequate public consultation." The project has deforested huge segments of the Western Hemisphere's largest remaining rainforests, destroying millennia-old Maya homes and temples, and polluting rural areas and underground water systems.
"The Maya people were not against the idea of having new ways for development," he said. "But that was not a blank check for the government to do whatever they wanted to do."
Rosado-May, 69, says he's not against having better infrastructure in the region, or tourism; it's steamrolling any construction with a lack of concern for the outcome -- to the natural environment or locals' quality of life -- that's a problem.

Tourists eat at the Moro restaurant at Habitas facilities in Tulum. (Victoria Razo for The Washington Post) 


"How are we going to solve the problem of gray water? How are we going to solve the problem of trash?" Rosado-May said. "It's going to cost a lot more [later] than if they sit now and plan on how to invest in the future."
I met with Rosado-May at Don Cafeto after the lunch rush. The garden patio was mostly empty, but the throbbing bass from the restaurant's speakers was disrupting our conversation. The music would have made more sense at the beach or the hotel zone than here in the "pueblo" side of Tulum, 20 minutes inland, where you'll find auto body shops and cafes that cater to locals and tourists alike.
Rosado-May asked the staff to turn it down, and they obliged. But a few minutes later, an electronic tribal beat crescendoed again.
"That's part of the development," Rosado-May said with an exasperated laugh.
Andrea Jimenez contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2025/01/09/tulum-mexico-tourism-airport-train/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Lebanese parliament elects Joseph Aoun president after 2-year deadlock
After years of gridlock, Lebanon's parliament elected Aoun, the chief military commander, as president. His win could unlock money for postwar reconstruction.
By Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous | 2025-01-09

Lebanon's parliament voted to elect Gen. Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese Armed Forces, as the country's new president on Jan. 9.


BEIRUT -- Lebanon's parliament voted Thursday to elect Gen. Joseph Aoun, commander of the Lebanese Armed Forces, as the country's new president, ending a years-long leadership vacuum that hobbled the government, delayed key reforms and raised fears of a wider collapse as the nation faced numerous crises.
Aoun, 60, was widely seen as the preferred candidate of the United States, which funds, trains and arms the Lebanese military and helped broker a ceasefire between Israel and the militant group Hezbollah in November. He received 99 out of 128 votes from across the political spectrum, including Hezbollah lawmakers and their rivals in parliament.
As soon as it was clear he had enough votes, the chamber erupted into applause.
Lebanon's political system has been deadlocked for years as cascading crises slowly tore the country apart, and the presidency has been vacant for more than two years. The hope is that Aoun's election will allow long-needed reforms.
The vote Thursday marked the first time since June 2023 that parliament had met to elect a president -- and the 13th time since 2022, when Aoun's predecessor, Michel Aoun (no relation), stepped down at the end of his six-year term.
It also came just 21/2 weeks before a Jan. 26 deadline for Israeli forces to withdraw from southern Lebanon, a longtime Hezbollah stronghold. The U.S.-backed ceasefire ended months of fighting, starting with an initial 60-day truce, during which Israel and Hezbollah agreed to pull out of the south. Under the agreement, the Lebanese military should then deploy to the area to head off a security vacuum and prevent Hezbollah from rearming.
Joseph Aoun will not only have to manage the implementation of the ceasefire, but also form a new government that can tackle postwar reconstruction. In November, the World Bank said in a preliminary assessment that the physical damage and economic loss from the war were estimated at $8.5 billion.
But any effort to rebuild will be hampered by Lebanon's deep economic crisis, a five-year collapse that began with a liquidity crisis at Lebanese banks. Since then, the country's GDP has shrunk by more than a third.

Lebanese Gen. Joseph Aoun, center left, talks with Lt. Gen. Aroldo Lazaro Saenz of the U.N. peacekeeping force during a visit to Khiam, Lebanon, in December. (Karamallah Daher/Reuters)


Joseph Aoun is credited with keeping the Lebanese army intact throughout the financial crisis. When the Lebanese pound lost most of its value against the dollar and local salaries became worthless, soldiers were allowed to moonlight while off duty.
For the international community, Aoun's election signals Lebanon's willingness to carry out the political changes necessary to unlock desperately needed support from foreign donors.
"On several occasions, extreme dysfunction has pushed Lebanon's leaders to finally take political decisions," said David Wood, senior Lebanon analyst at the International Crisis Group.
"In this case, while Lebanese elites put off electing a president despite the disastrous economic crisis, the added pressures of the fragile ceasefire agreement and postwar reconstruction proved too much for them to ignore," he said.
Western nations also used the ceasefire to renew a push for a new president. Over the past week, envoys from the United States and France met with officials to help facilitate the vote.
U.S. envoy Amos Hochstein met with Samir Geagea, the anti-Hezbollah leader of Lebanon's largest Christian parliamentary bloc, who then signaled in a statement that he would not reject Aoun's candidacy. And French envoy Jean-Yves Le Drian met with Hezbollah lawmakers Wednesday.
Later in the day, Hezbollah's preferred candidate for president, Suleiman Franjieh, a political scion and former minister, withdrew from the race and endorsed Aoun.
The commander's election would not have been possible without support from Hezbollah, whose votes helped Aoun reach the more than 86 ballots needed for a constitutional amendment to elevate someone in active government service (in this case, the military) to the presidency.
The militant group and its political allies, especially the Shiite Amal party, form the bulk of the Shiite Muslim vote in parliament. Aoun also needs their support moving forward to form a government and implement reforms.
"The duo will command seats in the new cabinet and control all seats reserved for Shia in the parliament," Wood said, referring to Hezbollah and Amal. "These institutional footholds will give Hezbollah an enduring say in Lebanon's political affairs."
Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, has for years played an outsize role in Lebanese politics. In 2014, Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah, who was killed by Israel in September, locked horns with the country's president, Michel Suleiman, over its growing arsenal of weapons.
Suleiman's successor, Michel Aoun, largely left the group unchallenged but alienated Lebanon's allies in the Persian Gulf.
With Hezbollah largely beaten on the battlefield, some of the group's opponents say they see the current moment as an opportunity to scale back Iranian influence in Lebanon. But Wood said Hezbollah still has enough political and military power to maintain its role as a significant player.
"The group might compromise on the presidency in exchange for concessions on the next government or the fate of its military program," he said.
Lebanon's sectarian power-sharing system calls for a Maronite Christian president, a Sunni Muslim prime minister and a Shiite Muslim speaker of parliament. Joseph Aoun is Lebanon's 14th president and the fifth army commander to become head of state.
In the wake of Lebanon's 15-year civil war, which ended in 1990, the powers of the presidency were reduced. But the president still ratifies treaties, signs laws and helps form governments.
Aoun joined the army as a cadet amid the civil war in 1983. Over the next three decades, he rose through the ranks and was eventually chosen to lead the military in 2017.
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As Venezuela detains Americans, their families are left in the dark
The Maduro government says it has arrested at least nine U.S. citizens in the months since Venezuela's widely discredited presidential election. 
By Samantha Schmidt | 2025-01-09

Voting records on display at an August vigil in Caracas organized by Venezuela's opposition to demand freedom for political prisoners. (Yuri Cortez/AFP/Getty Images)


Even in authoritarian Venezuela, where Nicolas Maduro's government has made thousands of politically motivated arrests over the past decade, human rights activists said they have never seen anything like the current wave of disappearances.
At least 31 people detained by the government since the country's July 28 presidential election remain unaccounted for, according to the Venezuelan human rights organization Foro Penal. Their family members have received no information on their whereabouts -- in some cases, for months.
The Maduro government said it has arrested at least nine U.S. citizens since the widely discredited presidential election, and Foro Penal said it has been unable to identify the locations of at least three of those Americans.

Relatives of people detained during protests over the elections and of other political prisoners rally in Caracas last month to demand their release. (Juan Barreto/AFP/Getty Images)


In previous years, detainees went missing for only a few days before family members could identify where they were being held, said Alfredo Romero, executive director of Foro Penal. Now, many detainees are cut off from all communication, prohibited from calling a lawyer or a family member
"These are enforced disappearances, which are an extremely serious human rights violation," said Juan Pappier, the Americas deputy director at Human Rights Watch. "It leaves the detainees outside of any form of protection."
By the end of 2024, Foro Penal had recorded at least 1,794 political prisoners in Venezuela -- the highest number in more than two decades.

Maduro supporters in Caracas on Tuesday. (Miguel Gutierrez/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On Tuesday, ahead of Maduro's inauguration to a third term, his security forces arrested about a dozen people associated with the political opposition or with human rights organizations, including the son-in-law of opposition presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez, whom the U.S. and several other countries recognize as Venezuela's president-elect. Authorities also arrested Enrique Marquez, an opposition politician who ran against Gonzalez and Maduro in the July 28 presidential election. Maduro's interior minister accused him of proposing a plan for Gonzalez to take office on Jan. 10.
Maduro said this week his government had captured 125 "mercenaries" of several nationalities, including two Americans, since November, accusing them -- without providing evidence -- of attempting to carry out violence in the country. The government has not disclosed their identities or their whereabouts, and human rights organizations have not corroborated the arrests.

David Estrella of the Bronx was detained by the Venezuelan government in September. His family has received no information on his whereabouts. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


One of the Americans detained since the election is David Estrella, a 64-year-old from the Bronx who works for pharmaceutical companies as a quality control operator. Estrella, a dual Ecuadorian citizen, crossed the border into Venezuela on Sept. 9 to visit friends, a family spokesperson said, speaking on the condition of anonymity out of security concerns.
The next time his family heard anything about him was on Sept. 14, when Venezuela's interior minister, Diosdado Cabello, announced his arrest on television. Venezuelan authorities accused Estrella and other detained Americans of a plot to kill Maduro.
Estrella's family has had no contact with him since and has received no information about where he might be held. The U.S. and Ecuadorian governments have been unable to locate him.
Venezuela's Communications Ministry did not respond to a request for comment about foreign nationals detained in the country.
A State Department spokesperson said that while the U.S. government has requested information about citizens detained in Venezuela, the Maduro government has not provided any notifications about the arrests. U.S. officials are gathering more information, but their ability to assist U.S. citizens in Venezuela is "severely constrained," the spokesperson said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of department rules.
"He has not been able to contact us in three months and we have not been able to have a lawyer meet with him," Elvia Margarita Macias, Estrella's former wife, said in a statement. "We believe he is being held solely because he is an American and we want the U.S. government to engage with the Venezuelan government to get him home to us."

Members of Venezuela's military counterintelligence agency guard a road ahead of President Nicolas Maduro's inauguration for a third term in Caracas last week. (Leonardo Fernandez Viloria/Reuters)


Pappier at Human Rights Watch compared the disappearances to those of the dictatorships in Argentina and Chile in the 1970s and 1980s. "There's no effort whatsoever to pretend that he's operating under the guise of legality," Pappier said. "It's just brutal, systematic repression."
This week's escalation comes as Gonzalez, the opposition leader, is wrapping up an international tour -- including a visit with President Joe Biden in the White House -- to drum up support for the opposition ahead of Friday's inauguration. Gonzalez has been living in exile in Spain for months but said he plans to enter Venezuela on Friday to take the oath of office. It is unclear how he would be able to enter the country without being arrested. Maduro has announced a $100,000 reward for information on Gonzalez's whereabouts.
On Wednesday, Maduro faced a significant shift in international pressure: In part in response to the recent political arrests, the leftist president of neighboring Colombia, Gustavo Petro -- who has been careful to walk a fine line with Maduro -- announced he will not be attending Maduro's inauguration. Venezuela's elections, he said, "were not free." The Spanish government also declined to send a representative.
The opposition has called Venezuelans to take to the streets on Thursday to support their cause. Maduro, meanwhile, has mobilized a vast military presence, ordering the integration of all security forces.
As Venezuelans prepare for the uncertain days ahead -- and a potential renewed crackdown by Maduro -- families of those detained have grown desperate for information.
Wilbert Joseph Castaneda Gomez, a 37-year-old father of four, called his ex-wife on Aug. 30 to tell her he had been detained in Venezuela. Castaneda, a U.S. sailor and former Navy SEAL with American and Mexican citizenship, was visiting a girlfriend in Venezuela, a close relative said, speaking on the condition of anonymity out of security concerns. U.S. officials have said he was in Venezuela on personal travel and not on official government business.
In the phone call with his ex-wife, Castaneda said he was in the notorious Helicoide prison. His family has not heard from him since.

Wilbert Joseph Castaneda Gomez. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


While human rights organizations have been unable to locate Americans like Castaneda, they suspect the U.S. citizens -- and other foreign nationals -- are being held by the Venezuelan intelligence service, the military counterintelligence agency or in clandestine homes.
Some advocates say they could be in a prison know for its high-profile and political detainees, Rodeo I, in the state of Miranda. The family members of some of those detained in Rodeo I said several foreign nationals are being held there; one described it as the "United Nations."
Detainees in Rodeo I are kept in prolonged periods of isolation, subjected to "particularly cruel and inhumane conditions," such as lack of toilet paper and sleeping on concrete beds without mattresses or blankets, according to an open letter from several civil society organizations in June.
In interviews with The Washington Post, families of some inmates said they have been able to make brief visits to the prison, but prison authorities require them to be masked upon entry. Inmates sleep in tiny cells, with only two minutes of daily access to water through a hose, several family members said. Multiple family members said their relatives described being given medications that made them fall asleep.
One of the Venezuelan detainees in Rodeo I, a well-connected doctor and businessman, Cesar Omana, managed to smuggle out a letter to The Post describing his conditions. The letter was signed by him, with a fingerprint in blood. He describes Rodeo 1 as a "concentration camp for political prisoners."
"I'm held in isolation and have no rights, no attorney, no phone calls," wrote Omana, a former Miami resident who was a key intermediary between the Venezuelan government and the opposition. "I've been tortured, drugged and abused in many ways. This is hell on earth."
Omana, who previously lived in Miami and whose family members still live in the United States, helped organize a failed plot in 2019 to oust Maduro. But because of his connections at high levels of government in Venezuela, he felt safe returning to the country in 2022, according to a family member, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of security concerns. Then, on July 30, shortly after the Venezuelan election, he was taken from his home by Maduro's security forces, part of a crackdown by the government even against those who were previously considered protected.
"I know too much, and that makes me a danger," Omana wrote in the letter. "Please help me. I'm desperate."
Anthony Faiola contributed to this report.
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As Russia seeks influence in Africa, former students play central role
Going back to the days of the Cold War, many Africans studied in the Soviet Union and later Russia. They're now among Russia's biggest boosters.
By Rachel Chason | 2025-01-09

Students take part in an online Russian-language course at La Maison Russe, or "the Russian House," in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali for The Washington Post) 


OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso -- The young West African students touched down in what was then the Soviet Union knowing only a handful of Russian words and little about their new home.
Decades later, those former students -- many of whom became doctors, engineers and businesspeople in West Africa -- are key influencers for Russia as it vies with the West for sway in this turbulent part of Africa. In interviews in Burkina Faso, which has become a focus of Russian outreach, the former students said they are fostering economic, educational and diplomatic ties as they help their country move away from generations of working with the West and toward partnership with Russia.
"We studied there and know the potential," said Christian Ouedraogo, who arrived in the Soviet Union in the late 1980s and now leads a Russian-Burkinabe business club. "We want to play our part -- to sit down at the negotiating table and accompany authorities so that this partnership is win-win and enables real growth for our nations."
The Biden administration has been frustrated as junta officials in Burkina Faso and its neighbors have embraced warm relations with Russian President Vladimir Putin. Interviews with the former students in Burkina Faso underscored the breadth of ties with Russia, which extend beyond the security cooperation that is often the focus of Western officials.

Christian Ouedraogo, who studied in the Soviet Union and now leads a Russian-Burkinabe business club in Ouagadougou. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali for The Washington Post) 


Ouedraogo was part of a delegation that met with Burkina Faso's President Ibrahim Traore at a Russia-Africa summit in Russia. He also launched an economics club focused on cooperation between the two countries and assisted in organizing a trip to Moscow for dozens of Burkinabe businesspeople. Other former students have helped establish clubs dedicated to Russian language and culture.
"We know Russia well -- the language and the mentality," Daouda Diane, who studied hydrologic engineering in Russia and now leads a club of former students. So we are well placed to explain to many Burkinabes who are not familiar with it. We are the bridge."

Tatiana Gontran, a Russian woman who married a Burkinabe man in 1995 and moved to Burkina Faso, works at the Maison Russe stand at an exhibition in Ouagadougou. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali for The Washington Post) 


During the Cold War, the Soviet Union had far less than the West to offer in development aid. So one of the main ways the Soviets gained influence was through grants for students, said Ulf Laessing, the Mali-based head of the Sahel Program at the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.
From the 1960s through the 1990s, thousands of students from Burkina Faso (which was known as Upper Volta until 1984) studied in the Soviet Union and later Russia before returning home.
Across West Africa, including in Mali, former students have acted as "mediators" between Russia and their nations, Laessing said. And with Russia's military capabilities dealt a blow by the toppling of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, Laessing added, its soft power efforts, including ramping back up scholarships and language programs, could become even more important to Putin as he pursues global influence.
But there has been a massive knowledge gap to overcome, the former students said. After the fall of the Soviet Union, the number of foreign students studying in Russia dwindled, and Russia closed its embassy in Burkina Faso, largely turning inward.

Clarisse Poda, who studied in the Soviet Union in her early 20s and now is a gynecologist in Burkina Faso. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali for The Washington Post) 


Tatiana Gontran, a Russian woman who married a Burkinabe man in 1995 and then joined him in Burkina Faso, said that for years after she arrived, there was next to no awareness of Russia. Once, she said with a laugh, she told a Burkinabe man she was from Russia, and he asked her where in the United States that was.
Today, she is helping run La Maison Russe, or "the Russian House," which gives free language lessons to Burkinabe students applying for scholarships in Russia.
Clarisse Poda, who studied medicine in the Soviet Union and is now a gynecologist in Burkina Faso, said she and other students who studied in Russia faced stigma on returning home, sometimes, for instance, being scoffed at by doctors who had studied in France or elsewhere in the West.
"Russia has always been relegated to a second position," Poda said in a recent interview. "But it is now that the paradigm is changing ... there is a real opening."

A Russian flag flies in a roundabout in Ouagadougou. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali for The Washington Post) 


On a recent day in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso's capital, businessman Boureima Sangare was sitting at his desk, taking a call in rapid-fire Russian about sesame that he was helping Burkinabe farmers export to Russia. On his desk was a bottle of organic Russian fertilizer that he hoped farmers would soon use.
Sangare studied in Russia for nine years starting in 1974. He said that he faced far less racism there than in France, Burkina Faso's former colonial ruler, and that he thought Russians, unlike the French, were able to see Burkinabes as equal partners. In 2023, he led a delegation of Burkinabe businessmen at a Moscow economic fair, which he said marked the beginning of what they hope will be flourishing business ties.
"It has changed a lot and it has changed fast," Sangare said of the connection between the two countries. He credited Burkina Faso's president, who has been a staunch proponent of working with Russia.

Boureima Sangare, who studied in Russia for nine years starting in 1974 and now is a businessman in Ouagadougou. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali for The Washington Post) 


Today, Russian flags fly at traffic circles in Burkina Faso's capital and graffiti depicting Putin is commonplace. Inside a small, tree-shaded building on a recent day, a group of young Burkinabes sounded out words in Russian as they followed along during an online lesson. All were hoping to apply for scholarships in Russia, and some already had.
In the class was Nikiema Moise, who said he loves Russia so much that his friends call him "Putin." He said he hopes to go to Russia to study math.
"Russia is giving opportunities. It is the only country I know that is doing so," he said.
Evgeniya Tikhonova, the head of the Russia House, compared the organization to China's Confucius Institute, saying the idea was to spread language and culture.
Tikhonova, who said the center is privately run, said classes like this one are intended to remake the "deep connections with Africa" that had been fostered under the Soviet Union.
"It is high time to rebuild it again," she said. "To show that Russians are not aggressors but here to help and be hospitable."
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Strikes, raids in West Bank follow Hamas killing of three Israeli settlers
Three Palestinians were killed, including two children, in an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank on Wednesday, Palestinian officials said.
By Andrew Jeong, Abbie Cheeseman, Hazem  Balousha, Adam Taylor, Lior Soroka, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-01-09
Three Palestinians were killed, including two children, in an Israeli airstrike in the West Bank on Wednesday, Palestinian officials said, as arrests, raids and strikes continued across the occupied territory in the wake of an attack that killed three Israelis on Monday. Late Wednesday, the al-Qassam Brigades, Hamas's armed wing, claimed responsibility for the Monday attack in a statement on Telegram.
Two boys, alongside an older relative, were killed in a drone strike in the town of Tamun, the Palestinian news agency Wafa reported. It identified the boys as Rida Bisharat, 9, and Hamza Bisharat, 10.
The Palestinian Foreign Ministry called the attack that killed them a "heinous crime." The Palestinian Health Ministry did not immediately confirm the deaths.
The Israel Defense Forces said it "struck a terrorist cell" in the area, and that following reports that children had been killed, "the incident is under review."
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz ordered an increase in military activity after the shootings "to ensure the security of the settlements and settlers" in the occupied West Bank after the attack on Israelis. The IDF said Tuesday it was "pursuing the terrorists" who carried out the attack, but it has not released information about any suspects.
The strike, in a period of sustained operations across the West Bank, was the second to hit Tamun in as many days.
The Palestinian Prisoners' Society said in a statement that at least 45 Palestinians, including a child and two women, were arrested by Israeli forces in the West Bank between Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning.
The statement said the widespread campaign of arrests, which it described as collective punishment, took place across Hebron, Nablus, Tubas, Tulkarm, Ramallah and Jerusalem.
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Italian journalist Cecilia Sala released by Iran 
The Italian journalist returned to Rome on Wednesday after weeks of diplomatic wrangling between Italy and Iran.
By Susannah George, Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-01-08

Italian journalist Cecilia Sala arrives at Rome's Ciampino military airport on Wednesday after she was freed from detention in Iran. (Filippo Attili/Palazzo Chigi Press Office/Reuters)


An Italian journalist arrested in Iran last month was released Wednesday after weeks of diplomatic wrangling between Rome and Tehran.
Cecilia Sala, 29, landed at a Rome airport on Wednesday. An image of her descending alone from a plane was published by her Italian outlet, Il Foglio.
Her release had been secured "thanks to intense work on diplomatic and intelligence channels," Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said in a statement posted to X. "I want to express gratitude to all those who contributed to making Cecilia's return possible, allowing her to embrace her family and colleagues again."
Sala was arrested Dec. 19 for "violating the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran," state media reported. Iranian authorities did not release any details about the charges against her.
Her detention came three days after an Iranian engineer, Mohammad Abedini, was arrested in Italy on a U.S. warrant. Abedini is accused of leaking technology information that helped Iran launch a deadly drone attack a year ago on U.S. troops in Jordan, according to U.S. officials.
In a statement calling for Sala's release, the U.S. State Department had appeared to suggest a potential connection between the two arrests. "Unfortunately, the Iranian regime continues to unjustly detain many other countries' citizens, often for use as political leverage," the statement said.
On Wednesday, National Security Council spokesman John Kirby played down any U.S. role in Sala's release and declined to say whether the White House had given Italy the green light to negotiate Abedini's detention. "This was an Italian decision from soup to nuts," he said, referring further questions to the Italian government.

Sala speaks in Milan last February. (Chora Media/Reuters)


Sala had been documenting life in Iran for two Italian publications. Images she posted on social media showed Iranian women socializing in cafes or on Tehran streets. Some of the women appeared without headscarves. "The new faces and roads of Tehran," Sala captioned one post before her arrest.
From Iran's Evin prison, Sala was able to keep in touch with her parents, but said she was kept in isolation, had to sleep on the floor with just two blankets, and had lights on in her cell constantly, according to accounts in Italian media.
In a podcast episode published Wednesday by Chora Media -- a news outlet Sala works for -- her mother, Elisabetta Vernoni, said she heard first from Meloni and then directly from her daughter that she was coming home. "She told me she was fine, I love you, see you soon," Vernoni recounted. "Her voice was her usual -- it was already different from the one I'd heard over the past few days."
Claudio Cerasa, editor in chief of Il Foglio, said he cried when he met Sala at the airport. "She landed, and first hugged her fiance, then her family and all of the other people on the inside," he said. "I just told her 'Welcome back,' and we hugged it out."
Also at the airport was Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani, a friend of Sala's father.
"I have an emotional bond with the father and I felt the double responsibility. I believe that everyone's general commitment has led to this result," he told Italy's TG2 network.
Sala's release comes ahead of President Joe Biden's visit to Italy this week -- the last scheduled international trip of his presidency.
Meloni also raised the issue of Sala's detention when she met with President-elect Donald Trump last Saturday in Florida, but in response to questions from journalists, Tajani suggested that the release was unrelated to that conversation.
"The Iranians themselves have made a distinction between the two things," Tajani said.
The United States has been involved in prisoner deals with Iran in the past. In September 2023, Iran released five Americans who had been held in Iran for years. In exchange, the United States dismissed charges against five imprisoned Iranians and facilitated the unfreezing of $6 billion in Iranian oil funds.
Jason Rezaian, then the Washington Post's correspondent in Iran, was imprisoned for 544 days, until he was released in 2016.
Matt Viser contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/08/cecilia-sala-italian-journalist-released-iran/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden will defer to Trump on terror label for Syria's Islamist leaders
The U.S. will keep HTS on the list of terrorist organizations for the remainder of President Joe Biden's tenure, leaving the decision to Donald Trump, officials say.
By John Hudson | 2025-01-08

Syria's de facto leader, Ahmed al-Sharaa, speaks with the media after a December meeting in Damascus with Qatari officials. (Ammar Awad/Reuters)


The Biden administration has decided to maintain the terrorist designation of Syria's new Islamist rulers for the remainder of President Joe Biden's tenure, leaving a critical decision about Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham and its leader, Ahmed al-Sharaa, to the incoming Trump administration, said three U.S. officials familiar with the matter.
The terrorist designation for HTS is a key obstacle to Syria's long-term economic viability, but U.S. officials said the Islamist rebels who stunned the world late last year by overthrowing Syrian President Bashar al-Assad must demonstrate they have made a clean break with extremist groups, in particular al-Qaeda, before the label can be lifted.
"Actions will speak louder than words," said one senior U.S. official, noting Washington's lingering concerns about the inclusion of foreign fighters and other jihadists in positions within Syria's Defense Ministry. The official, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive policy matter.
President-elect Donald Trump has appointed hard-line critics of Islamist extremism to top White House jobs, including Sebastian Gorka for senior director for counterterrorism and Michael Waltz for national security adviser. Leaving the terrorist-designation decision to Trump is expected to substantially extend the timeline of powerful U.S. sanctions imposed on Syria during the Assad regime.
HTS's placement on the foreign terrorist organization list makes it illegal for U.S. citizens to provide "material support or resources" to the group and allows for financial sanctions or prosecution.
A spokesman for the Trump-Vance transition, Brian Hughes, declined to address specifics on the designation but said Trump "is committed to diminishing threats to peace and stability in the Middle East and to protecting Americans here at home."
There is broad consensus in the international community that Syria desperately needs more aid and reconstruction initiatives after more than a decade of civil war.
While keeping the terrorism designation in place, the Biden administration on Monday eased several key restrictions on Syria aimed at jump-starting the country's recovery and building goodwill with its interim government.
The U.S. Treasury Department issued a general license for six months that authorizes a range of transactions with the Syrian government, allowing humanitarian groups to provide services such as water, sanitation and electricity. It also allows for certain transactions with the Syrian government without the fear of sanctions -- such as energy sales.
"The end of Bashar al-Assad's brutal and repressive rule, backed by Russia and Iran, provides a unique opportunity for Syria and its people to rebuild," said Deputy Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo. "During this period of transition, Treasury will continue to support humanitarian assistance and responsible governance in Syria."
As a result of the U.S. decision, foreign governments such as Qatar plan to bankroll public-sector wages for a huge number of workers in Syria, a U.S. official told The Washington Post.
The Qatari plan, first reported by Reuters, is key to shoring up Syria's interim government, which pledged a 400 percent pay increase for public-sector workers. Syria's new finance minister estimated that such a promise would cost $120 million a month, covering more than 1.25 million workers on the government payroll.
A U.S. official said the move would provide a major boost to the Syrian economy. "This kind of stabilization of people's day-to-day lives will have an enormous impact," the official said.
HTS, a former affiliate of al-Qaeda, publicly broke with the terrorist network in 2016 over strategic disagreements. The United States designated HTS as a terrorist group in 2018, and the group has been on a U.N. Security Council sanctions list for more than a decade, entailing an arms embargo and global assets freeze.
U.S. officials held their first formal meeting with Sharaa, the HTS leader formerly known by his nom de guerre, Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, in Damascus last month and informed him that the United States was lifting its $10 million bounty on him.
The U.S. assurance was made after al-Sharaa said he would not allow terrorist groups in Syria to pose a threat to the United States or Syria's neighbors. "Ahmed al-Sharaa committed to this," the top U.S. diplomat for the Middle East, Barbara Leaf, said after meeting him.
U.S. diplomats have made several trips to Syria to engage with the group, in what a U.S. official called a proactive and prudent process. The official noted that lifting a foreign-terrorist-organization designation is a cumbersome process.
Another U.S. official said that the steps HTS must take to come off the list will take time and that the Biden administration made the right call by not forcing the U.S. political calendar on the Syrian government and the Syrian people.
Robert Ford, a former U.S. ambassador to Syria, said the U.S. government should provide clear and specific metrics to HTS about how to come off the list.
"The best thing going forward is for them to develop a set of benchmarks or criteria and present those to the HTS leadership, and begin a discussion about that," Ford said.
An adviser to Trump, Ric Grenell, described the militant groups that overthrew Assad as "a mix of a lot of different types of people."
"We're going to judge them by their actions," he said in an interview last month with Newsmax.
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Russian strike on southeastern Ukrainian city kills at least 13 
Volodymyr Zelensky and Donald Trump have said they hope to end the war in 2025, nearly three years after Russia launched its full-scale invasion.
By Isabelle Khurshudyan, Missy Ryan | 2025-01-09

A police officer puts signal tape around the site of an attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Reuters)


KYIV -- A Russian bomb strike killed at least 13 people Wednesday in the southeastern city of Zaporizhzhia, marking the deadliest single attack on a Ukrainian city in months.
Local officials said 18 others, including a 13-year-old girl, were injured in the bombing, which hit a residential building and an industrial facility. Authorities never disclose whether military facilities are targeted in attacks.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said in a statement on social media that "there is nothing more cruel than bombing a city, knowing that ordinary civilians will suffer."
Zelensky and President-elect Donald Trump have said they hope to end the war in 2025, nearly three years after Russia launched its full-scale invasion. As Ukraine's forces on the eastern battlefield have struggled to hold back Russian advances, Moscow's daily aerial bombardment of Ukraine's cities has persisted.
Though Russia has relied more on drone strikes in recent months, heavy guided bombs are an especially menacing threat for areas closer to the front line and the Russian border. They typically weigh at least half a ton, and their old, heavy iron construction makes them difficult to intercept by air defense missiles.
"Ending such a war with a reliable peace is only possible through force," Zelensky said in his statement, reiterating his long-standing calls for more support.

Rescuers work at the site of a Russian airstrike in Zaporizhzhia on Wednesday. (Oleg Movchaniuk/AP)


The Biden administration is poised to announce an additional $500 million in weaponry donations to Ukraine, a U.S. official said Wednesday.
The announcement of the latest shipment from U.S. stockpiles was expected as Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin prepares to host a meeting in Germany of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, a forum he established after the 2022 invasion to organize allied military contributions to Ukraine.
Thursday's gathering will mark the last such meeting that Austin will host before he steps down at the end of the Biden administration.
Before finalizing the $500 million package expected to be announced later, the Biden administration had $4.35 billion in remaining congressional authorization for U.S. weapons donations to Ukraine, meaning the Trump administration will have more than $3 billion it could use to supply Kyiv's fight.
Ukrainian border cities such as Sumy and Kharkiv, as well as Zaporizhzhia, which borders Ukraine's occupied southern land, have been particularly hard hit by Russian glide bombs. With Ukraine severely lacking air defense weapons, Russia has also used the guided bombs effectively to hammer Ukrainian military positions along the front line.
Russia's Defense Ministry claimed this week to have captured the eastern Ukrainian industrial town of Kurakhove in the Donetsk region after months of intense fighting. Ukraine's military denied that Kurakhove has been totally occupied, but open-source analysts tracking Russia's advance have said Moscow's forces have established positions inside the town, which could be a gateway to surrounding eastern and southern areas.
With both Ukraine and Russia bracing for potential peace talks after Trump's inauguration, their militaries kicked off dueling offensives in Russia's western Kursk region this week, though neither side appeared to make significant gains. Ukrainian officials have said their hold on the small chunk of Russian land could be a powerful bargaining chip in future negotiations.
Ryan reported from Ramstein, Germany. Serhii Korolchuk and Anastacia Galouchka in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Roman Empire's lead pollution was high enough to lower IQs, study says 
Silver fueled the rise of the Roman Empire. But the ancient process of mining and extracting silver was also making the air thick with lead, scientists found.
By Leo Sands | 2025-01-08

(Lovleah/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


Silver fueled the rise of the Roman Empire as its coin-based currency accelerated trade, filled tax coffers and funded military conquests.
But the empire's mining and extracting of silver was also releasing so much lead into the air that it was probably making the population slightly stupider, one study has found.
"To get the silver out of the ore, you have to crush it," Andreas Stohl, a professor of atmospheric sciences at the University of Vienna and a co-author of the study, said Tuesday. "It's a dusty business -- and this dust contained a lot of lead."
The peer-reviewed study, published Monday in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, found that the mining and smelting activities released enough of the neurotoxin into the atmosphere that it would have caused "widespread cognitive decline" -- which could have reduced the typical person's intelligence quotient (IQ) by up to three points.
"The concentrations were high enough to cause cognitive decline, especially in children," Stohl said in a phone interview.
The findings would make Rome's roughly 200-year golden age, or Pax Romana, one of the earliest examples of industrial pollution harming human health at scale. The study also could add fuel to a fraught and long-standing debate about whether mass lead poisoning could have contributed to the fall of the Roman Empire.
"Ancient texts and archaeological evidence indicate substantial lead exposure during antiquity that potentially impacted human health," the researchers wrote. "Although lead exposure routes were many and included the use of glazed tablewares, paints, cosmetics, and even intentional ingestion, the most significant for the nonelite, rural majority of the population may have been through background air pollution from mining and smelting of silver and lead ores that underpinned the Roman economy."
To conduct their research, the scientists analyzed the presence of lead in ice cores from the Arctic -- preserved there from the time of the Pax Romana, which began in 27 B.C.
They found that as Roman smelters were releasing lead into the atmosphere, the amount of the neurotoxin deposited in the Arctic spiked. The tiny particles of lead found in the ice had drifted from Europe on air currents, they said.
By reconstructing air currents using atmospheric models, the scientists were able to estimate how much lead pollution was being released across Europe at the time: 3 million to 4.3 million kilograms (about 6 million to 9 million pounds) each year.
Relying on modern epidemiological studies, the researchers estimated that blood lead levels among children probably increased by 2 to 5 micrograms per deciliter. (This aligns with a 2021 analysis of tooth enamel from Roman skeletal remains, which also pointed to pervasive childhood exposure to lead.)
The authors estimated that the exposure was enough to reduce the typical IQ by 2.5 to three points across the empire, based on data from modern studies that show a link between childhood lead exposure and cognitive decline. The impact was probably even greater for those living close to silver mines, they found.
"To my knowledge, it is probably the earliest example in history" of industrial-scale pollution causing harm to human health, Jorgen Peder Steffensen, a professor of physics at the University of Copenhagen who helped analyze the ice cores as part of the study, wrote in an email Tuesday.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, no level of lead exposure is safe for children. Even low levels can cause lifelong harmful effects, including cognitive and nervous system damage and a lower IQ.
Airborne lead pollution levels have fluctuated throughout human history. They most recently soared after the Industrial Revolution and with the widespread use of leaded gasoline in the 20th century.
During the peak era of leaded gasoline in the United States -- from the late 1960s to the early 1980s -- lead pollution was so heavy that the average level for a child was about 15 micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood. Such levels corresponded to a decline in IQ of nine points, the study noted.
The level of lead pollution ingested by children in the United States has dropped markedly since stringent restrictions were introduced in the 1970s and '80s on its use in things like gasoline and paint. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, the level of airborne lead in the United States declined by 98 percent between 1980 and 2014.
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Massive port strike averted, as shippers and union reach tentative agreement
The longshoremen's union was threatening a work stoppage that could have frozen East and Gulf coast ports days before President-elect Trump takes office.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2025-01-09

Dockworkers picket in Philadelphia after a shipping port strike went into effect in October. (Matthew Hatcher/Reuters)


Port terminal operators and the longshoremen's union reached a tentative deal Wednesday that averts a port strike that would have shut down the major East and Gulf coast ports next week.
The deal must still be voted on by union members but offers workers new protections against automated technology replacing jobs in addition to hefty wage gains.
The International Longshoremen's Association, the union representing dockworkers, and the U.S. Maritime Alliance, representing container carriers and port operating employers, called the deal a "win-win" in a joint statement.
"This agreement protects current ILA jobs and establishes a framework for implementing technologies that will create more jobs while modernizing East and Gulf coasts ports -- making them safer and more efficient, and creating the capacity they need to keep our supply chains strong," the two sides said in a joint statement.
The looming strike could have shut down all major ports from Maine to Texas had a deal not been reached by Jan. 15, costing the economy hundreds of millions of dollars a day, according to some estimates.
The parties had resumed negotiations earlier this week after not meeting since November. They had been at odds over the use of automated technology that the union feared would kill jobs -- a growing cause of concern among many labor unions.
The tentative deal includes a compromise allowing the ports to implement new technology that modernizes the shipyards providing that specific jobs will be added alongside that technology, according to a source familiar with negotiations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share details not publicly disclosed. Fully automated tech remains banned in the contract.
The union also secured major wage increases for longshoremen of 62 percent over six years. Those pay gains amount to a $24-an-hour bump in the top pay rate over six years.
President Joe Biden, who has championed organized labor in the White House, applauded the deal, saying in a statement that it "shows that labor and management can come together to benefit workers and their employers."
The wage gains and the new protections preventing automation from replacing jobs come after similar gains in recent years were won by unions representing autoworkers, Hollywood actors and screenwriters, and UPS delivery drivers.
The East and Gulf coast port operators had previously said they wanted to expand their use of automation to improve efficiency at U.S. ports. American ports have lagged seriously behind those in other countries, especially China, analysts say. U.S. ports have been slower to adopt automated technologies, such as cranes that can stack shipping containers with minimal human labor.
Trump had declared his support for the union, after inviting ILA president Harold Daggett, who according to the union has decades-long ties to the incoming president, to his Mar-a-Lago estate in December.
The money saved through the use of automation "is nowhere near the distress, hurt, and harm it causes for American Workers, in this case, our Longshoremen," Trump wrote on Truth Social in December.
The ILA had been demanding a contract that promised no fully automated or semi-automated technologies, including gantry cranes that use minimal human labor to stack containers on docks.
Dennis Daggett, the union's executive vice president and son of Harold Daggett, wrote in a union statement last month that the move toward semi-automated cranes was "about job elimination."
"This isn't about meeting operational needs -- it's about replacing workers under the guise of progress while maximizing corporate profits at the expense of good-paying, family-sustaining U.S. jobs," the statement said.
Major importers and other logistics companies had been planning for months around the possibility of a renewed strike action, pushing them to stockpile goods and reroute cargo to the West Coast, where port workers are represented by a separate union.
"A lot of the mitigation strategies that the retailers and others have implemented over last summer have continued today as companies have looked to bring in some product early and continue to shift product to the West Coast where they can," Jonathan Gold, vice president of supply chain and customs policy at the National Retail Federation, said earlier this week.
An extended strike could have led to shortages in key sectors such as retail, electronics, the auto industry and agriculture. Plus, shortages could have forced businesses to raise prices, complicating the Federal Reserve's efforts to rein in inflation.
An analysis by the Conference Board, a think tank, concluded that a week-long strike would have cost the economy $3.78 billion.
Marc Sherman, the owner of a general store and women's apparel boutique in Stowe, Vermont, said he was "relieved" after "keeping close tabs on the situation." A strike would have led to inventory shortages and forced him to look for new vendors for imported goods such as housewares, clothes and souvenirs. That, he said, would have forced him to "pass 50 to 60 percent of that additional cost onto the consumer."
"That would cost us more," Sherman said, later adding, "It's just a relief that we don't have to think about it."
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Musk, Ramaswamy put spotlight on proliferation of U.S. regulations
The leaders of the "Department of Government Efficiency" vow to undo thousands of federal rules, but they face obstacles and risk collateral damage.
By Jeff Stein | 2025-01-09

Vivek Ramaswamy and Elon Musk, with his son X, depart the Capitol building in Washington on Dec. 5. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


In mid-October, the Defense Department issued new cybersecurity rules for federal contractors, estimating that private firms would have to spend about $42 billion to implement them.
Two weeks later, the Department of Health and Human Services issued new guidance on payment rates for home health-care services. Companies would have to spend roughly $900 million to comply, the agency said.
And a few weeks after that, the Federal Aviation Administration issued enhanced safety standards for some aircraft. The cost to businesses: Another $900 million.
All told, the private sector will have to spend roughly $1.8 trillion to implement federal rules approved under President Joe Biden, according to an analysis of agency projections by the American Action Forum, a center-right think tank. That figure dwarfs the roughly $115 billion in regulatory costs approved during President Donald Trump's first administration, as well as the $900 billion in costs approved during President Barack Obama's entire eight years in office, the think tank found.
The surge in regulations, long maligned by Republicans, is getting fresh attention as Trump prepares once again to take office. As part of their nongovernmental "Department of Government Efficiency," tech entrepreneurs Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy have vowed to move rapidly to slash federal rules, with plans to have Trump immediately freeze "thousands" through executive order and permanently undo thousands more.
Ramaswamy claims "a majority" of existing regulations are unconstitutional and argues that scrapping them could usher in a "new dawn" for the country, reflecting the broader anger among business executives about Biden's regulations.
"'Regulate now, ask questions later.' That was the Biden approach," Ramaswamy said in a social media post last November. "We now have a popular mandate & constitutional duty to fix it."
But experts say slashing federal regulations could be easier said than done. Even the most financially onerous regulations typically aim to achieve noble goals -- protecting the environment, say, or empowering consumers -- and their costs are weighed against those benefits.
For instance, the most expensive Biden administration regulation -- a new tailpipe emissions rule for cars and trucks -- is estimated to cost the private sector hundreds of billions of dollars. But the Environmental Protection Agency said the rule would prevent up to 2,900 premature deaths and 18,000 cases of childhood asthma by 2045, generating economic benefits that outweigh the costs by $29 billion a year.
"There's a longtime confusion around the word 'regulation.' People associate it with red tape and bureaucracy. But these are public protections," said Lisa Gilbert, co-president of Public Citizen, a consumer advocacy organization.
Defenders of Washington's regulatory regime say federal rulemaking has become more prolific and more complex to match the modern economy. For much of the 19th century, the U.S. government's functions were fairly limited: delivering mail, maintaining a military, running the patent office. At the beginning of the 20th century, new federal agencies were created to curb corporate monopolies and address labor abuses. Government expansion under Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Lyndon B. Johnson, both Democrats, brought new waves of federal oversight and scores of new agencies.
The number of "economically significant" federal rules -- defined as those having an effect on the economy of at least $100 million a year -- was flat from the 1980s through the 2000s, under both Republicans and Democrats, according to the George Washington University Regulatory Center. Then came the 2008 financial collapse, which spawned a surge in regulatory activity as Obama and congressional Democrats toughened Wall Street oversight (while overhauling the health-care system).
Even Trump, despite his pledge to slash regulations, implemented many in his first term, including rules requiring hospitals and insurers to disclose more data.
Samuel Hammond, senior economist at the Foundation for American Innovation, a think tank that supports curbing federal regulation, said an increasingly dysfunctional Congress was in part responsible for the uptick in executive branch rulemaking: "The less Congress does, the more that gets pushed off to the White House," Hammond said.
Many conservatives nonetheless argue that the regulatory increase is not just unproductive but illegal. Rather than convincing Congress to approve new laws, they say, federal agencies have tried unilaterally to bend existing statutes to support new policy goals.
The conservative majority on the Supreme Court has bolstered that idea in recent rulings, including a decision overturning a long-standing precedent that courts should defer to federal agency interpretations of ambiguous laws -- a standard that gave the executive branch more latitude to craft expansive regulations. Ramaswamy frequently points to the June ruling in Chevron v. Natural Resources Defense Council as a pivotal step toward reining in the "administrative state."
"There's been very few checks on the administrative state and the executive branch -- they've worked backwards, seeking to do something ideologically and then use legislative justification," said Akash Chougule, vice president of Americans for Prosperity, a right-leaning group.
Chougule pointed to a Labor Department rule that expanded the definition of full-time employees by issuing a more expansive set of criteria under which workers could not be classified as independent contractors. Liberals say the rules are protecting workers' benefits, while conservatives have claimed the regulations create counterproductive burdens for both workers and employers.
Many nonpartisan experts believe the current process for promulgating rules broadly undermines the effectiveness of the federal government. Jennifer Pahlka, co-founder of the U.S. Digital Service under Obama and now a senior fellow at the center-right Niskanen Center, has been at the forefront of examining how opaque or risk-averse regulations have created "Rube Goldberg" contraptions that have undermined their own goals. For instance, she has scrutinized health-care rules intended to exempt doctors from Medicare reporting requirements that instead required the same doctors to submit even more paperwork.
"Things need to change," Pahlka said. If DOGE does "awful things then there are people like me, who will be seen as having defended them, who may feel sick to our stomachs. [But] the reality is what happens in the actual implementation of regulations has become far too invisible to the political class -- and that has made achieving policy goals much more difficult across the government."
Even some liberals see downsides from increasingly complicated federal rules: They can give an unfair advantage to large firms with access to lobbyists and legal teams. Critics have pointed, for instance, to aviation regulations that appear to let Boeing set its own rules for aircraft safety, and rules about internet access that have been influenced by tech giants and their advocacy network.
More recently, lawmakers in both parties have assailed new Treasury Department reporting requirements meant to provide more transparency about the ownership structures of small firms. All but one member of the House voted last year to extend the filing deadline under the new requirements. Treasury officials have said they will impose penalties only on firms that "willfully violate" the new rules.
Hammond, of the Foundation for American Innovation, blames "what political scientists call 'regulatory communities' -- groups of professional technocrats who are deeply embedded in the industries they regulate." These career officials have too much power over everything from food safety to health care to poverty policy, Hammond said, adding: "Pretty much every part of government has this problem -- this outsourcing of policies to civil servants with their own fiefdoms."
Kathy Stack, a former career official who served under presidents of both parties in the White House budget office before leaving government in 2015, said she has found that, in Republican administrations, regulators focus more on improving implementation of existing programs and tackling bureaucratic barriers.
By contrast, she said, "Democrats focus on creating new programs and the mandates are always about the shiny new stuff." Biden officials, for example, "didn't really try" to reform outdated federal regulations, Stack said. "My sense was they were stretched so thin because their agenda was about very large programs and getting them going."
Musk and Ramaswamy are projecting optimism about reversing course. But federal law specifies a time-consuming process for repealing regulations, and legal scholars say the courts are likely to strike down any unilateral attempt to immediately cease their enforcement.
Meanwhile, their work is already raising questions about self-dealing: Reuters reported in December that Trump's transition team is recommending an end to crash reporting requirements for autonomous vehicles. Ending the requirement would most clearly benefit Tesla, Musk's electric car company, which has reported most of the crashes under the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration program.
"It's easy to castigate regulations in the abstract, but they often respond to very real concerns," said Nicholas Bagley, an administrative law expert at the University of Michigan. "We have a lot of regulations because there are a lot of demands for regulations."
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Work Advice: How to say no to colleague who wants to meet outside work  
Male colleague keeps inviting his younger female co-worker to meet up outside of work. She worries her friendliness may have sent him the wrong message.
By Karla Miller | 2025-01-09

(iStock)


Reader: I (female) had exchanged phone numbers with my male colleague, who is 18 years older, to make it easier to contact each other for work reasons. Our workplace is pretty informal, and we really only interact a few weeks out of the year.
Ever since -- not very often, but out of the blue after weeks of no contact -- he has been asking to connect with me outside of work. He even offered to take me to his favorite coffee shop. While it's my nature to be friendly with my co-workers, I don't reach out outside of work. In this case, I'm worried that my being friendly sent the wrong message.
Neither of us reports to the other or can impact each other's performance reviews, although I outrank him and have worked there longer.
So far, I've just been ignoring his texts, but I know I'll probably have to see him again soon unless I change jobs in the next few months. How do I handle this without making things awkward or escalating the situation?
Karla: Allow me to set you straight on something: You did not "send the wrong message" by acting friendly to a co-worker. He has misinterpreted your friendliness. This is a problem with the receiver, not the transmitter. I'm saying this as someone who has let wishful thinking lead me to misread friendliness as interest: It's not your fault.
Okay? Okay.
And just in case you are second-guessing your policy: Regardless of whether he is lonely or clueless or socially inept, his one-sided interest in getting to know you better off the clock does not obligate you to let him. The default assumption should be that you are there to work, not expand your social circle. And on the far-left-field chance he is just hoping to pick your brain for networking assistance or help getting promoted, he should lead with that and be willing to settle for a phone chat or coffee at the office.
But he's focusing on his favorite coffee shop and keeping his intentions to himself. Pass.
Don't get me wrong: It's lovely when co-workers develop friendships outside of work, or even when those friendships mutually blossom into a healthy love connection. But someone almost two decades your senior has had ample life opportunity to learn that more than one unanswered invitation means you're uninterested or unavailable, and that he should downshift his gears to "work friends only" mode for the foreseeable future.
Under the more charitable assumption that he doesn't have that social experience or ability to read between the unanswered lines, it would be a time-saving kindness to give him, in your friendly style, one direct, unmistakable line: "Thank you for the invitation, but I am not interested."
You might be tempted to cushion that with an explanation, but that can lead to complications. "I prefer to keep my professional and personal lives separate" works only if you know he won't see you socializing with other co-workers. "I'd prefer to keep our relationship professional" can lead to protests that it's just coffee and that you shouldn't presume he's after something more. Other demurrals, such as "I'm really busy right now," only prolong the hope that you might be interested when circumstances change. Don't clarify yourself into a corner.
The next time you work together, be exactly as friendly as you have always been, because that's your personality. If things become awkward, that's on him.
In the meantime, it might be wise to save copies of non-work-related messages and keep a record of the dates and times he contacts you for nonwork matters. If he becomes more persistent or changes how he interacts with you at work to an uncomfortable degree, you will have evidence to validate your concerns when you bring it up with your boss or HR -- which, again, will not be because you escalated the situation, but because he did.
Pro tip: Persistent, unwelcome behavior can qualify as harassment regardless of whether it's between a supervisor and a direct report, two co-workers, or an employee and a nonemployee, according to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
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If the Fed pauses rate cuts in January, it might be because of Trump, Fed minutes show
Potential trade and immigration policies under Trump are driving a slower approach to future cuts.
By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-01-08

Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome H. Powell in December. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


Federal Reserve officials in December signaled concerns that President-elect Donald Trump's policies could stoke inflation, contributing to a more cautious approach to interest rate cuts this year and even a pause this month.
Inflation would continue to cool, but the process could take longer than previously expected, in part because of potential trade and immigration policies under Trump, according to a summary of the closed-door discussions from a meeting of the Fed's rate-setting committee.
"Almost all participants judged that upside risks to the inflation outlook had increased," according to the minutes of the Dec. 17-18 meeting. In explaining this judgment, participants pointed to stronger-than-expected readings on inflation and the likely effects of Trump's policies around trade and immigration, the minutes said, though they didn't refer to Trump by name.
"Participants indicated that the committee was at or near the point at which it would be appropriate to slow the pace of policy easing," the minutes said, suggesting a potential pause at the next Fed meeting at the end of January.
The central bank's leaders strive to protect their independence from the White House and avoid commenting on politics or policy proposals. Ahead of the Fed's December meeting, its chairman, Jerome H. Powell, said it was premature to discuss the degree to which the president-elect's proposals -- including higher tariffs, lower taxes and deportation of immigrants -- would factor into its decisions on interest rates.
But that began to change when Powell acknowledged that some Fed officials involved in forecasting interest rate cuts this year had begun thinking through the ways Trump's fiscal policies could affect the economy -- and that uncertainty around inflation was a reason to move slower on future cuts.
"It's not unlike driving on a foggy night or walking into a dark room of furniture," Powell told reporters at the conclusion of the December meeting. "You just slow down."
Wednesday's minutes shed more light on those discussions, noting that some Fed staff members incorporated "placeholder assumptions" about potential policy changes under Trump, resulting in slightly slower economic growth and inflation remaining firm.
Meanwhile, a "number of participants" indicated that they incorporated placeholder assumptions to one degree or another into their economic forecasts, the minutes said.
Over the last three meetings of 2024, the Fed reduced interest rates by a full percentage point. Its benchmark rate now sits at 4.25 percent to 4.50 percent. However, lower interest rates have yet to trickle down into the rates consumers see on many types of loans. For example, mortgage rates have increased in recent months.
Economic data has remained relatively steady, with growth staying strong and unemployment rising in recent months, but still remaining low. The Fed's preferred gauge of inflation, personal consumption expenditures, was most recently measured at 2.4 percent.
Earlier Wednesday, Fed governor Christopher Waller said more cuts are warranted because he believes that inflation will slowly move down to the central bank's 2 percent target, though he acknowledged that progress "appears to have stalled" in the final months of 2024.
"This minimal further progress has led to calls to slow or stop reducing the policy rate," Waller said, speaking at an event hosted by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development in Paris. "However, I believe that inflation will continue to make progress toward our 2 percent goal over the medium term and that further reductions will be appropriate."
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Workers at Ford EV joint-venture battery plant seek to unionize with UAW
The Kentucky autoworkers, who want to join the United Auto Workers, filed for a union election Tuesday, a key development in the union's campaign to organize Southern auto-factories and EV battery facilities.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2025-01-08

United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain speaks before the arrival of President Joe Biden at a November event in Belvidere, Illinois. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


Autoworkers at a Ford international joint venture electric-battery plant in Kentucky have filed for a union election, a key development in the storied United Auto Workers' campaign to organize Southern auto factories and EV battery facilities.
The union said more than half of the workers at the new $6 billion electric-vehicle battery plant in Glendale, Kentucky -- started by Ford and its South Korean partner SK On -- filed with the National Labor Relations Board on Tuesday to hold a union election.
The development at the BlueOval SK plant builds on a string of victories by the UAW -- which represents about 400,000 workers -- under the union-friendly Biden administration.
If successful, the effort could lead to the first unionized Ford-backed EV battery venture, at a time when EV sales in the United States are picking up.
A spokesperson for Ford Motor Co. did not comment on the election filing and referred The Washington Post to BlueOval SK.
Mallory Cooke, a BlueOval SK spokeswoman, called the filing for a union election at the Glendale plant "premature," adding that it "puts at risk the freedom and opportunities of our current and soon-to-be-hired Kentucky team members."
Cooke added that most of the team for the facility has not yet been hired as production has not yet begun, and that those workers "deserve to have their voices heard."
Once production begins, the two neighboring battery factories that make up the facility will employ about 5,000 workers and produce batteries for Ford's F-150 Lightning trucks and E-Transit vans.
In the past two years, the UAW has won a record contract with the Big 3 Detroit automakers; a union election at a Volkswagen facility in Chattanooga, Tenn., a first for the union at an automaker in the South; and its first contract at an EV battery manufacturer, at Ultium Cells, a General Motors-backed venture in Lordstown, Ohio.
The union also faces its share of challenges, including dwindling membership and an incoming adversary in the White House. On the campaign trail, Donald Trump publicly sparred with UAW President Shawn Fain, who he said should be "fired immediately." 
Trump has also called President Joe Biden's major investments in EV production "a transition to hell" that will kill auto jobs. The Trump administration is expected to cut EV investments and impose tariffs on battery materials.
Halee Hadfield, a 26-year-old quality operator at the BlueOval SK facility in Kentucky, said she and her co-workers want to unionize to improve pay and benefits and secure stronger safety measures at the plant, where she said workers regularly come into contact with dangerous chemicals.
"A big issue across the board is safety," Hadfield said. "I'm working with raw chemicals, powders, liquid nitrogen. We don't have any of the proper PPE [personal protective equipment] that we need to be handling this stuff. Unionization means that we get to have a functional voice at the table."
Hadfield, who earns $21.50 an hour, said she also hopes the union can secure higher wages and more-affordable health insurance -- she pays about $260 a month for her and her partner. Hadfield said that on her wage, she cannot afford the basics; the house she rents lacks an oven.
"No, this is not a comfortable living wage," Hadfield said.
Hourly pay at the BlueOval SK facility ranges from $21 to $38 an hour, said spokeswoman Cooke.
She added that PPE "is always required within the working areas of our facility" and that workers are "instructed on how it is to be properly worn for optimal protection." She said any claims to the contrary "are not only false but malicious."
Since the plant's autoworkers went public with their union campaign in November, the company has brought in consultants to persuade workers against unionizing, the UAW said.
Cooke said via email that the company is offering workers "the opportunity to talk with subject matter experts who have firsthand knowledge about how unions work," adding that "our Team Members have the right to get the whole story."
The UAW announced in June that it had reached an "industry-defining" agreement with Ultium Cells and planned to use that contract as a model for other GM-backed EV plants and those of Detroit competitors. The Ultium workers in Lordstown ratified a contract that included starting pay of $26.91 an hour that will rise to $30.50 an hour after a year on the job and to $35 an hour by 2027.
In September, Ultium Cells agreed to recognize the UAW at a separate GM-backed EV battery plant in Spring Hill, Tennessee.
Ford has launched several other battery factories in Kentucky, Tennessee and Michigan, while Stellantis has two battery plants in Indiana, all of which have yet to unionize but are likely targets for the UAW.
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IRS must ramp up resources for identity theft victims, says watchdog
The annual report by the agency's national taxpayer advocate also flagged ongoing problems with the troubled Employee Retention Credit.
By Hannah Ziegler | 2025-01-08

The Internal Revenue Service headquarters in Washington. (J. David Ake/AP)


The Internal Revenue Service must increase resources for victim assistance cases involving identity theft, which are taking an average of almost two years to resolve, an independent watchdog reported on Wednesday.
Such a delay is "unconscionable" given that nearly half a million taxpayers reported cases in 2024, the agency's national taxpayer advocate, Erin M. Collins, wrote in the office's annual report.
Rather than prioritizing identity theft cases, the IRS has diverted resources from the unit handling them, forcing victims to wait "endlessly for resolution and refunds," according to the report. The average processing time for identity theft victim assistance claims actually increased by 120 days between the 2023 and 2024 fiscal years even though the agency appears to have closed more cases in 2024 and made small steps to improve efficiency.
Among the report's recommendations was to keep workers in the IRS Identity Theft Victim Assistance unit on their cases during peak tax season rather than reassigning them to answering phone calls or handling other tasks, Collins wrote. She also urged the IRS to reduce its average identity theft case resolution time to less than 90 days.
Other problems that Collins highlighted were persistent issues with the Employee Retention Credit, a program that was supposed to help businesses survive the coronavirus pandemic but became mired in fraud allegations. Unwanted and fraudulent claims have clogged the IRS's processing system and extended the wait for small businesses with legitimate claims, leading to a backlog of about 1.2 million claims as of Oct. 26 -- many of which have been pending for more than a year, Collins said.
The IRS placed a moratorium on processing new claims in September 2023, and in mid-2024 began processing claims submitted between that month and Jan. 31, 2024. The goal, IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said in mid-December, is to process roughly 500,000 more claims in 2025. But Collins's report says the agency has been slow in its progress.
Collins also pointed to a "lack of information and transparency" around claim denials that has plagued the IRS. It's not possible for business owners to check the status of their claim, and notices disallowing claims are often "unclear and confusing," she noted, leaving taxpayers unsure of how to respond to or dispute the issues raised by the IRS. The IRS's average processing time for such claims is now more than a year, Collins said.
"While waiting for the IRS to process these claims, businesses have been forced to close, experienced significant financial hardship, or taken out loans that continue to accrue interest," Collins wrote.
Collins implored the IRS to speed up claim processing and improve employee training in that unit. The IRS should also provide clearer explanations for denied claims, including how taxpayers can appeal the decision or provide additional information, she wrote.
There were also a few bright spots in Collins's report. The IRS dramatically improved its telephone service and taxpayer correspondence in 2024, which could make it easier for taxpayers to get answers to their questions during the 2025 filing season.
IRS workers answered twice as many taxpayer calls in 2024 compared with 2022, and wait times were cut in half. The agency also improved accessibility for its in-person services, Collins said.
Funding for the IRS to update its technology and hire more workers had been crippled over the past decade, which Collins had blasted in previous reports. But recent funding improvements to the IRS's taxpayer services and IT divisions helped slash the number of customer service nightmares in 2024, she said.
Collins credited the IRS's 2023 hiring spree, during which it added 2,000 customer service representatives, for the response-time improvement. Still, taxpayers who had something wrong with their returns after tax season encountered difficulty reaching the IRS. Agency customer service representatives' answer rate for calls outside of tax season was nearly eight percentage points lower than during it, while wait time more than tripled from 3.4 minutes to 12.6 minutes.
As a Republican-controlled Congress is looking to slash funding for Inflation Reduction Act initiatives this year, Collins highlighted the impact of the cash infusion the agency got under the 2022 legislation. Collins cautioned lawmakers to avoid cutting funding for the agency's taxpayer services and technology modernization, which account for a combined 10 percent of its total budget.
Slashing financial support for these programs, which have helped improve the IRS's ability to process returns and customer service claims, would "inadvertently throw the baby out with the bathwater" Collins said.
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If Dry January is too daunting, try drinking less but better
When we say goodbye to old-fashioned excess, we can afford to drink less but better.
By Emily Saladino | 2025-01-09
Dry January isn't for everyone. Some people effortlessly go cold turkey, spend a month evaluating their habits, and emerge as beautifully enlightened swans on February 1 (with their taxes already filed). But others find a zero-sum approach punitive or unrealistic, and wish for other ways to reset their relationships to booze.
Fortunately, another movement is rumbling throughout the wine world: Drink less, but better. It's a strategic way to reexamine the role that wine plays in our lives -- and its impact on our wallets -- all year long. The concept predates the U.S. surgeon general's recent advice to put new health warnings on bottle labels and reassess recommended consumption limits, but it certainly aligns with a more moderate approach to consumption. And, thanks to the low- and no-alcohol movement, which helpfully cleaves drinks culture from all-out inebriation, investing in quality over quantity has never been easier. It's addition by subtraction, and arguably the most fun anyone has doing math.
Whether you commit to asking sommeliers and salespeople detailed questions to find bottles you'll love, or politely decline the drinks you don't want, this is how most pros approach wine. "I see drinking less but better as happy partners," says Thea Merl, a buyer and partner at Nido Wine Shop and Market in Washington, D.C. "It makes conversations about wine more intentional."
It can help us drink better wine, too. With looming tariffs, lingering inflation, and the grim sight of our postholiday bank balances, many of us want to be deliberate about spending. That's all the more reason to save our hard-earned cash for the quality wine we really want, rather than frequently buying mid bottles out of habit or social obligation.
Besides, most people pay premiums for things they find meaningful. In a 2023 poll, grocery shoppers who favored organic produce were willing to spend up to 49 percent more for it. Similarly, in a 2024 survey, respondents said they would spend nearly 10% more on average for products that reflected their values. By recasting wine as something to be savored, rather than glugged, we might be willing to spend more than the average of $14 per bottle.
"Wine isn't just alcohol," says Chris Tanghe, the director of education for GuildSomm, a wine trade nonprofit. "It has an amazing ability to recreate on a chemical level aromas that are present in other things, and collects them into this one beautiful beverage that you can contemplate, not just kick back to get buzzed."
Even if you're not pondering the chemical structure of what's in your glass, drinking less but better nudges us to make deliberate choices. Let's say you meet friends at a bar and there's a lackluster array of wines on the happy hour menu. Instead of chugging two forgettable glasses, you could peruse the full wine list to find something you really love, and then luxuriate with one carefully chosen pour.
Thankfully, the path to top-shelf moderation is smoother than ever thanks to the rise of sober and sober-curious culture. Social norms and expectations about who should drink and when are shifting, and that helps everyone feel more empowered to decide what is right for them. This isn't separatist or fringe behavior, either. According to Nielsen data, 82 percent of people who buy nonalcoholic beverages also purchase alcohol.
Putting the drink-less-but-better mantra into practice is easy. Here's how to get started.
To taste several different wines without committing to an entire bottle or glass, makes it a team sport. Invite friends over, and encourage everyone to bring a bottle.
"It spreads the cost around a little bit, and you get to learn from other people's perspectives," says Rafa Garcia Febles, general manager of Momofuku Kabawa in New York City, set to open in February. "If you're going out with the mission of drinking less, this is a way to do it and still feel like there's a bounty."
"Rather than jumping on your Vivino app and buying the top-rated thing, go to your local restaurant or retail shop and ask questions," says Tanghe.
Tell the sommelier or salesperson what you're having for dinner, or show them photos of wines you've enjoyed in the past. (Seriously.) These sorts of IRL conversations eliminate digital distractions, such as bulk shipping deals, and give you useful lingo to find wines you'll love next time.
Pick up an inexpensive stopper and never again feel the pressure to finish a bottle simply because it's open. I like Rabbit Stoppers ($10 for a 4-pack), but anything with a base made of flexible, airtight rubber will keep your wine fresher longer than reusing a traditional cork or even screw top bottles. If you especially love sparkling wines, use Le Creuset's Champagne Crown Sealer (my favorite, but a bit of an investment at $50) or the less expensive Cuisinart Champagne Stopper ($7.99) to preserve the integrity of your bubbles.
No explanations needed. When you feel like drinking again, you can pour something delicious in your glass. The world is your oyster -- and, when the mood strikes, it would pair beautifully with a nice chablis.
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Ask Sahaj: We moved to the suburbs, and I'm miserable. I blame my husband.
A move to the suburbs has made this letter writer's depression worse. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-01-09

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My husband and I, both working professionals, have been together for five years. We have been through various moves and job transitions. However, we always lived in cities and urban environments. My husband was very ready to relocate to the suburbs, and I was not. But he has compromised in many other ways throughout our relationship, so I decided this would be my compromise for him.
So, we recently packed up and traded our city life for the suburbs. However, this move has only exacerbated my depression. I feel as though I am losing a bit of myself. My husband thinks I blame him for moving us here and, in a sense, I do. It has been very tough on our relationship and my mental health.
I miss the quirks of city living, the exciting conversations I could always have with people around me, the diverse perspectives and the energy. How do I cope with this change and avoid blaming my husband?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: First and foremost, take care of yourself in your depression -- through journaling, therapy, routine and sleep hygiene. Managing this sadness and sense of losing yourself is the most important thing right now. This change is exacerbating your depression, but you will struggle to cope with the change without strengthening your mental health. It may feel counterintuitive, but sometimes you have to do the opposite of what your depression wants you to do in order to combat it. So when you feel tired, move around for a few minutes. When you feel like lying in bed and isolating yourself, reach out to your husband or a friend.
It's also going to be imperative to challenge a black or white or overgeneralizing mindset -- the very thing depression reinforces. Just because you're not happy now doesn't mean you won't or can't be happy at all. By tuning in to what your depression is telling you, you can start to parse how much of it is your depression and how much of it is how you really feel.
Consider if there are things you can do to build routine, structure and peace in this new environment. Maybe have a friend come visit or make a list of things you get in the suburbs that you didn't have or can't get in the city -- like a backyard or a porch, nature and so on. Are there any pros at all to living in the suburbs right now that you can enjoy? Break down your goals so you can focus on what you can do tomorrow and this month rather than thinking long term. This can help you explore realistic and attainable change.
Finally, it doesn't sound like you compromised but rather gave in to something you didn't want because you felt like you owed your husband. You're unhappy, and it's easier to blame someone else for this than to have to sit in the painful emotions coming up for you. But you have to take responsibility for your decision to "make this compromise," even if it wasn't what you really wanted. Why did you feel like you "had" to do this? Communicate how you're feeling to your husband using I statements. It's clear that you love each other and have had to each make difficult decisions regarding transitions and changes. Be honest with him and consider how you can work together to find solutions.
You want to give living in the suburbs an honest chance. Once you've done that, you can be radically honest if you have and decide you don't want to stay in the suburbs permanently.
Dear Sahaj: I am an only child coming from a South Asian family. I recently got married and moved out of my parents' home. My parents -- especially my mom -- have been attached to me. However, especially after I got married, she is having major issues with lack of control over me. How do you recommend dealing with a narcissistic or controlling South Asian parent?
-- Stuck
Stuck: Your mom may simply be overcompensating due to her own feelings that you are now married. Whether she knows she is hurting you doesn't change that you're negatively impacted.
Since you've moved out and presumably don't require anything (money, etc.) from your mom, remind yourself that she doesn't actually have control over you. You've created the physical distance, but now you need to create the emotional distance. This looks like finding ways to support yourself through radical acts of self-love and self-care, processing the pain and grief in therapy, learning skills to regulate your emotions and differentiating your feelings and self from your mom's.
You have to identify the cycle in order to disrupt it. You can love your mom and have a relationship with her -- if you choose -- but it may have to look different than it has. You can also continue to show up for her without it being all consuming. This is going to require deep work in boundary-setting and guilt management.
You can also shift the way you engage with her to help protect yourself in these interactions. This can look like a tool known as gray rocking, a communication style that involves showing little to no emotion and being neutral -- like a gray rock. You share only what is necessary, while nodding and finding ways to disengage in the moment to protect yourself during engagement with your mom. Instead of trying to convince her to see your side, often a hopeless endeavor with a controlling parent, liberate yourself from needing something from her to take better care of you.
Finally, spend some time exploring how this dynamic with your mom may be informing your relationship with your spouse. Confronting your own experiences of neglect and healing from them can help you build a healthier relationship with yourself and in your marriage. Healing from a controlling parent requires interrogating and unlearning your blueprint for what love looks and feels like. Good luck!
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Toys are a scam
Kids keep wanting them. Parents keep buying them. No one is playing with them.
By Ellen McCarthy | 2025-01-09
The baby doll broke me.
Two Decembers ago, my daughter spent weeks yearning for a doll she'd seen at Target. Hard plastic, sparkly eyes, named Chelsea or Chloe or some such. Chirped "Mama" and freakishly grew pigtails if you pumped her arms up and down.
It was the thing our 8-year-old wanted most in the world.
And Santa -- surely against his better judgment -- delivered. Man, was this kid elated. She played with darling little what's-her-face for a solid 20 minutes. Changed her clothes, brushed her hair, gazed adoringly. Then shoved that thing into a bin and five days later declared it was time to give her away.
Which left me with one abiding thought: Toys are a scam. At least the way we consume them in America today.
That might sound like sacrilege, but let me be clear -- I'm not talking about games or bikes or art supplies or building blocks. I'm talking about everything else.
You've seen the articles. Parents are drowning in toys. We have so many toys, we need containment systems or even entire rooms devoted to their sprawl. To manage the modern toy glut, parents are often advised to hide some playthings away, then reintroduce them a few months later, once the luster of novelty has been restored. Our toy collections have grown so vast, we have to rotate what's on display! We're toy curators now.
And here is the part that burns me -- nobody plays with them. At least not at my house, not with any regularity. My husband and I have four kids. The oldest is 11. The youngest is 3. You know what's been consistently played with over the past decade? Couch cushions. Boxes. Sticks, though we don't allow those inside.
The rest just sits there. Occasionally, bins are pulled out and contents scattered across the floor, where they ... sit.
Perhaps you're thinking that our kids don't play with toys because they have three siblings to harass. You're right! There seems to be no end to the appeal of sibling torment. But I suspect that even households with a more reasonable number of children have stockpiles of toys languishing with neglect.
Still, we're not quite calling uncle, are we? We're not admitting, privately or to one another, that our relationship with toys has become problematic.
I guess because, at so many levels, we've bought what they're selling: that toys aren't an indulgence -- they're a necessity. Receiving them is paramount for kids; giving them is requisite for grown-ups.
Michaeleen Doucleff knows. In 2021, she moved to a small town in West Texas with her husband and 5-year-old daughter, Rosy. There, a neighbor learned that Doucleff doesn't like to buy her child toys. Guess what this new acquaintance did? Hopped online and started shipping packages of toys straight to Rosy.
"This was a middle-aged woman who decided I was depriving my daughter," Doucleff says. If you're not showering your kid with toys, "you're like a bad parent."
What that neighbor might not have known is that Doucleff is a science journalist who crossed continents to examine the way other cultures raise children. Her research culminated in the 2021 book "Hunt, Gather, Parent: What Ancient Cultures Can Teach Us About the Lost Art of Raising Happy, Helpful Little Humans." She hadn't come blithely to this minimalist approach to toys.
Among the various messages in her book -- about the value of autonomy, the importance of responsibility -- her perspective on toys seemed particularly hard for readers to swallow.
"Somebody said once to me after the book came out, 'But, you know, that's how we show love to children -- by giving them toys,'" Doucleff recalls. "We've been convinced of that."
And that seems true. Kids are now given toys to celebrate just about every happy occasion in their lives. Toys for birthdays, holidays, out-of-town visits, potty-training milestones. Sometimes just because they made it through an amusement park ride and were spit out at the gift shop.
We've arrived at this moment, Doucleff says, in part because of modern psychology, which stresses the importance of play in child development -- and by our conflation of the word "play" with "toys."
But Doucleff is not blind to the other force in the mix: "A lot of companies make a lot of money off of all this stuff that we're just kind of moving in and out of our house." (According to the Toy Association, retail toy sales in the United States were a $28 billion business in 2023, up 26 percent from 2019. And while our country represents 4.2 percent of the world's population, we account for 27.5 percent of the global toy market.)
As Doucleff observed kids across cultures, she found one consistency: "Kids everywhere, throughout time, make play versions of adult tools." A scene that stands out to her happened in the Arctic, where she watched as a group of little boys found a cardboard box and pretended it was a whale they were harpooning. This went on, she says, for hours.
The anecdote made me think of a recent weekday morning at my house. My 3- and 5-year-old boys grabbed a box of tinfoil and began tearing off sheets and molding them into ... I don't know what. Swords? Towers? Metallic spitballs to fling at my head? There were definitely some of those.
I wasn't delighted by this spontaneous display of child-directed creativity. It was 8:15 a.m. I was trying to not-so-gently parent those children out the front door. But on reflection, later, it did make me think: Hey, we should have "tinfoil night" this Hanukkah! Each kid gets their own box and then, when they inevitably tire of it, I'll be stocked for months.
Our kids, of course, would be as appalled by that idea as they will be by this essay. Because there is one thing they never tire of doing with toys: desiring them. They pore over that Amazon toy catalogue for hours. Every television commercial, every print ad, every retail experience elicits the same request: "Can I have that?" My response is always the same: "Put it on your list!" (Reader, there are no lists. Except for a couple of weeks before a birthday or holiday, these kids can't be bothered. The rest of the year, their yearnings fly off like glitter in the wind.)
Jeffrey Trawick-Smith, a professor of early-childhood education at Eastern Connecticut State University, suggests that may be for the best. He helps run a children's center where researchers can observe kids in action. One of their most interesting findings, he says, is that "toys that were exceedingly popular didn't always have particular play value. Children would be drawn to them, but the interest wouldn't last long."
For instance, they placed a talking telephone in the center. Kids flocked to the toy -- then quickly abandoned it. "The telephone kind of did their playing," he says. "It talked."
His team ultimately concluded that "simpler, basic" toys like blocks inspired "high-quality play."
So that seems like a good rule of thumb. Want to get a kid something they'll actually play with? Avoid just about anything they'd pick out for themselves.
Suzanne Gaskins, a cultural developmental psychologist, says it's only in the past 50 years that we've started accumulating piles of toys. As she compared families in America with those in other societies, a couple of observations stood out. One is that our kids are less engaged in the adult world -- regularly helping prepare food, say, or care for a household -- and more focused on the kid-centric universe we've constructed to "maximize their development."
Also, our objectives are different. "The first goal for American parents is to let their kids be happy," Gaskins says. "And not just happy in a contented sense, but happy in an active, almost hysterically happy sense."
For Mayan parents, by contrast, the "primary goal is that the kid is even-keeled -- not particularly happy, not particularly sad."
Gaskins's findings shaped her own thinking as a parent and grandparent in one major way: "It helped me be a little more suspicious," she says, "of the pure robbery that goes on with toys." (See: the Russian-nesting-doll-style toys that are now everywhere. Plastic eggs that open to reveal another package and then another and another. All of it leading to a two-inch trinket that will inevitably be swallowed by a vacuum cleaner while the mountain of detritus lives in a landfill for all of eternity.)
I suppose part of our problem is that it's hard to predict which toys will become beloved. I started a version of this essay months ago but abandoned it when one of our kids was given a set of Pokemon figurines and ... played with them. That lasted only a few weeks, but it was real. And it made me wonder why we can't treat toys like library books -- things that we share but don't necessarily own, and that live in a place open to all.
It's not that I think we should banish toys from our homes. I'm just suggesting we consider the possibility of consuming fewer. An interesting study published in the scientific journal Infant Behavior and Development found that having more toys around "reduced quality of toddlers' play" and that the presence of fewer toys may help young kids "focus better and play more creatively."
We know kids need play. So maybe we focus on giving them that. Over Thanksgiving, the wife of my husband's cousin folded and colored paper airplanes with our 5-year-old for hours. Hours.
Nothing you can wrap is better than that.
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Carolyn Hax: Daughters seem standoffish as dad's illness progresses
The letter writer would "like to shake" their daughters to wake them up to their dad's advancing Parkinson's.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-01-09

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My husband, 65, has had early-onset Parkinson's for years, but it has just now begun to make his life difficult, causing trouble with walking, talking, etc. Our daughters, in their late 20s and early 30s, love their dad, and he and I both have good relationships with them. But all three are struggling with his illness and having trouble accepting how quickly his health is spiraling down. They don't call ("We can't understand him on the phone"), and they come home only occasionally to see him.
I'd like to shake them and say, "Guys, it's only going to get worse!"
And I worry, when he dies, that they are going to regret that they didn't spend more time with him these last few years. Do you have any ideas?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: That's a fair message to deliver once, the hello-wake-up snapping of fingers. But I think what they really need -- and maybe aren't aware they need -- is a set of basic instructions for how to be a part of their dad's life right now, on these new terms. Calls don't work, but what would work? Is it easier on Zoom or FaceTime? What kind of communication does he appreciate? Can you act as a support or interlocutor in some way?
And for the visits -- obviously, being there is the thing, and maybe they're old enough to know that, but the maturity and life experience aren't there to feel it. So they need a kick to get there. What can that kick be? Can you ask them for a specific kind of help? Can you suggest things to do on these visits? What about a manageable but regular visit schedule? Will they agree to that? If he uses a wheelchair, would he like a daughter to take him places -- help with PT or OT? Does he watch shows or movies at home, listen to audiobooks, go to concerts or movies? Can they share these things with him?
You know how to relate to your husband because you're there every day relating to your husband. They're telling you through their absence and comments that they feel helpless -- and while, yes, it's not that complicated and they need to figure it out by doing it, it's hard when their lives are somewhere else and they aren't his caregivers for any contiguous time. So it makes sense for you to step in partway and un-obnoxiously with this information, to make it easier for them to close the rest of the gap, if that's what they'd like to do.
It could also be they're intent on staying away, which would be unfortunate and which they may soon regret, but you can only equip them the best you can and let them choose presence from there.
Readers' thoughts:
* If you are in touch with a Parkinson's support group, see whether they have resources and information for your daughters, other relatives and friends. So many of us are confronted with this sort of situation, and there is generally information available if only we know where and how to access it. Providing your daughters with these resources and a knowledgeable, outside perspective could be a life-changer for everyone.
* How far away do they live? Do they have jobs, kids, etc.? Maybe they are visiting as much as they can already. Even if they live nearby, it can be a problem. When I was their age with a full-time job and a child, it wasn't easy to visit my mom as frequently as she would have liked.
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Miss Manners: Is it rude to use an umbrella when others don't have one?
A letter writer is wondering if it's selfish to use their umbrella in public places when others around them don't have one to use as well?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-01-09
Dear Miss Manners: This time of year, it often rains in the afternoon, and so I carry an umbrella with me. However, many people do not.
On occasion, it will start raining when I am in a crowd -- at the ballpark, for example, or waiting for the light to change on a crowded sidewalk. If I open my umbrella, then the rain that hits it falls onto the people next to me, most of whom do not have umbrellas. Several have commented that it is rude or selfish of me to add to their rain burden.
While I understand their unhappiness, it was their choice to leave the house without an umbrella. Is it rude of me to use mine in these situations?
Are you hoping that Miss Manners will say it is fine that your umbrella is channeling additional water onto the person in the seat next to you because you are only adding to the soaking that umbrella-less people deserve? Or that poking someone in the eye when you open it is reasonable collateral damage?
Those hopes would be in vain.
If you have -- or want -- a relationship with someone next to you, you can offer to share. If not, you are going to have to find a way to create some distance from those who are less prepared.
If absolutely stuck next to them, you could open your umbrella just enough to make a small tent over your head, in which case it will drip only onto your own shoulders. But you would be excused for grumbling that it rains on the just and the unjust.
Dear Miss Manners: I am lucky enough to have gardens all around my house, including along a city sidewalk. My problem is how to respond in a cordial, or at least a civil, way to friends and neighbors who ask me complicated questions about my garden while I am working in it.
These are not people who know how to garden, which is part of why answering them is complicated. I hate to be rude, but I also want to complete my task.
My responses have included pretending I don't hear the person, or saying, "If you really want to know about this, we can find a time to talk when I'm not gardening." But my rudeness doesn't stop them!
I don't want to resort to running and hiding, since then I leave the task undone. My plants need me more than my questioners!
While she agrees that neither pretending not to hear nor running and hiding are good solutions, Miss Manners believes that offering a later time will work if you persist politely.
The key may be to keep working while you make the offer. If the questioner tries to keep the conversation going ("Yes, but I was wondering ..."), the answer is, "That's exactly the sort of thing we should find another time to discuss" -- as you continue to dig and water.
You can then say "excuse me" and find a task that requires you to face a different direction.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: Son shuns parents' guest at holiday dinner 
A letter writer is being forced to pick between spending the holidays with their son or a grieving friend.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-01-09
Dear Eric: My husband and I are seniors. We no longer host Thanksgiving and other holidays, as our youngest son has taken that on willingly. I still prepare a variety of dishes and baked goods which we take to his home.
He has a lovely, blended family now, and everyone converges to enjoy food and time together. It gets very loud, especially when the younger adults become more "animated" as they consume alcohol, which can become overwhelming, but we just roll with it.
This past Thanksgiving, a good friend of ours suffered a terrible loss. She was going to be alone, so we invited her to spend the holiday at our home. I told my son and his wife, and offered to host the whole group, stay home with a party of three or bring our friend along. Their response was "the more the merrier."
Now, after the fact, I am getting snarky comments from my son and daughter-in-law about how quiet my friend was and how she didn't fit in. This friend expressed how much she enjoyed the holiday, even though it was very noisy, but insinuated she'd like a return invitation.
I told my son, and he suggested that I just say no. I told my son we could always stay home while the friend visits. He indicated it wasn't acceptable because "who would make the sides and bake?" I have no qualms about sending sides and baked goods if our friend returns. But I don't like being put in a position of feeling like I have to choose between helping a friend and the big group. Your thoughts?
-- Return Invitation
Invitation: You son's reaction is needlessly callous, to you and to your friend. Surely, he wants you there for more than just your sides and baked goods. (Also, not for nothing, but Thanksgiving is a meal dominated by sides. Are you basically making and transporting the whole feast, sans turkey?)
I'd revisit this conversation with your son, letting him know how his comments felt to you. Tell him that the only sides you're choosing are food related. And see whether he'll change.
The family togetherness is wonderful, but if the boisterousness is overwhelming and the invitation comes with more small print than a car commercial, it might be time to take a year off.
I can't imagine one quiet person in a full house could really bring down the mood. If it did, perhaps the blame falls more squarely on the hosts than the guest.
Dear Eric: I'm so enjoying reading your column! Thank you! The letter "Unhappy Holiday" was from the mother traveling to the U.K. to spend holidays with her husband's family, who is distressed that her sister-in-law has planned an event with only her husband and child, not inviting the letter writer's family, too.
I would love to add that it's reasonable and perhaps even wise on large, family get-togethers for breakout events to occur. It may be important to the sister-in-law to have some time with her immediate family -- for everything to not include the whole, big bunch of people.
I'm glad you encouraged the letter writer to seize the reindeer by the antlers and make her own plan to visit Santa with her kids. Thanks again for your column and the balanced, humane advice you give to us readers.
-- Reader
Reader: Thanks for writing in and your kind words. I can't overstate how useful it can be to have a little timeout on a group vacation, particularly with family. Breaking into smaller groups, perhaps along family lines, perhaps mixing and matching, is not only more manageable logistically, but it allows for the likely possibility that not everyone has the same energy levels, interest in activities or social tendencies.
Dear Eric: In response to the concern of "Unmarried Daughter's Pop" that his daughter and her live-in boyfriend were not combining their finances, I would suggest that she may be making a very wise choice. The boyfriend tends to spend money frivolously. She may be protecting her money from his choices.
When my husband and I married 40 years ago, he made more money than I did and made what seemed to me to be frivolous money choices. I didn't want to have arguments about money so suggested we keep it separate. I grew to earn much more than he did. We still kept our money separate, contributing equally to joint expenses. We have never had an argument about money. He has grown less frivolous with money as he has less at his disposal.
-- Wise Choice
Wise Choice: Thanks for sharing your experience. As your situation illustrates, every couple has to figure out money management strategies that work for them. Not combining works for many, for all kinds of reasons.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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The best ways to cook broccoli, beyond roasting florets
Broccoli is a versatile vegetable that takes well to being eaten raw, steamed, stir-fried and more.
By Becky Krystal | 2025-01-09
I was at a young, impressionable age when President George H.W. Bush made his somewhat tongue-in-cheek declaration to the press that "I do not like broccoli. And I haven't liked it since I was a little kid and my mother made me eat it. And I'm president of the United States, and I'm not going to eat any more broccoli!"
You have to wonder how many kids this inspired to push back on eating the green, cruciferous vegetable, but I wasn't one of them. I loved broccoli, at least the kind that came in my go-to Chinese restaurant order of beef and broccoli. It was, if not my introduction to broccoli, then at least my favorite way to eat it.
As I went from picky to adventurous in my eating habits, my enthusiasm for broccoli only grew. I especially embraced roasted florets with nothing other than olive oil and salt as a quick, easy and nutritious side that went with just about anything.

Roasted broccoli florets. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If that's also your preferred way to prepare broccoli, I've previously shared tips on how to achieve crispy roasted vegetables, including getting them as dry as possible before cooking, preheating the sheet pan as the oven heats up, and giving your oven enough time to reach the temperatures I like for high-heat roasting, 400 to 500 degrees.
But that method is just one path to broccoli bliss. Here are other techniques and recipes to try for different textures and preparations.

Whole Roasted Broccoli With Muhammara. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Roasted florets we've covered. Whole roasted cauliflower is also well-trodden territory. Whole roasted broccoli? That's not something you see as often. But you should. As Food and Dining editor Joe Yonan wrote, "The approach might remind you of a whole roasted cauliflower, but broccoli's less-dense flesh makes the path to tenderness much shorter. You don't have to cover it, boil it or steam it in advance, the way some roasted-cauliflower recipes require."
In Joe's recipe for Whole Roasted Broccoli With Muhammara, the broccoli cooks to crisp-tender in a 475-degree oven in a mere 20 minutes. You can leave most of the stem intact, too. Just trim the edges and use a vegetable peeler to remove a bit of the more fibrous exterior.

Warm Broccoli, Chickpea and Rice Salad. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Steaming is a great way to quickly cook broccoli while retaining its texture and bright green color, not to mention nutrients. In a steamer set in a pot over a bit of simmering water, broccoli will be ready in just a few minutes. That's the approach Joe used in his Warm Broccoli, Chickpea and Rice Salad (one of our most-read recipes of 2024), where he cleverly steams the broccoli above the rice as the grain cooks through. I'm a fan of steaming broccoli, and other vegetables, in the Instant Pot, which takes only 1 minute at high pressure after you allow the appliance to come up to pressure (very short when you're steaming with only 1 cup of water in the bottom of the insert). Or use the microwave. Pile the florets into a bowl, add a few tablespoons of water, cover and cook on high for a few minutes until the broccoli reaches your desired doneness.

Creamy Broccoli and Bacon Salad. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Broccoli makes for a classic crudite, especially when the florets are cut a little smaller for easier chewing. Serve with ranch dressing, or any other dip of your choice, including hummus, fromage fort and onion dip. Also meriting a mention: broccoli salad, the rich cookout favorite that makes the raw vegetable feel like a treat. (It's certainly not the only way you want to take advantage of all of broccoli's health benefits!) Creamy Broccoli and Bacon Salad from former recipes editor Ann Maloney is one option chock full of different textures, colors and flavors.

Rigatoni With Broccoli-Lemon Sauce. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The texture of broccoli pieces is not for everyone, and that's where pureeing is helpful. First cook it until tender -- for most situations, I'd recommend a moist technique such as boiling or steaming, as opposed to roasting -- and then puree to incorporate into your dish. In Rigatoni With Broccoli-Lemon Sauce, the florets are briefly boiled before getting blended with capers and olive oil to help form a sauce to coat the pasta. There's also always soup, such as Ellie Krieger's Broccoli Cheddar Soup, which includes white beans for a boost in nutrition and creamy texture (without the cream).

Charred Corn and Broccoli Salad. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Adding a kiss of char to broccoli is roasting taken to the next level. Broiling or grilling imparts an enticing smoky flavor, as well as a variety of textures -- crispy edges and a mix of softer and more al dente bites. In Charred Corn and Broccoli Salad, Ellie recommends broiling or grilling the broccoli for a total of 4 minutes, stirring halfway through. For broiling, all you need is a sheet pan and an oven rack positioned a few inches away from the broiling element. While you can put broccoli directly on the grates for grilling, a grill basket or even skewers will make it easier to corral the florets, stir or turn them, and ensure you don't lose any to the fire.

Chicken and Broccoli Stir-Fry. (Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


There are many reasons stir-fried broccoli is popular among the younger -- and pickier -- set. The top one might be the inclusion of a tasty sauce (as in Chicken and Broccoli Stir-Fry), which can make just about any vegetable palatable to skeptics. Cooking in a wok or skillet over relatively high heat takes the edge off the raw broccoli, while allowing it to retain a vivid hue and appealing crunch. Because getting the pan and food hot enough is essential to success, work in batches as needed to avoid overcrowding. Stir-frying broccoli shouldn't take more than a few minutes, but it's easy enough to give it more or less time depending on how done you want the florets to be.
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Is it bad that I don't feel bad for gossiping so much? Hax readers give advice.
Two friends gossip so much they categorize the topics on a shared notes app.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-01-08

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: So my bestie and I talk about other people a lot. Routinely we even categorize topics on a shared notes app and rank them into 1) worth sharing 2) worthy of further discussion and 3) super juicy and/or complicated, and we need to be in our pjs with a huge bottle of wine for this.
Everyone is fair game (family members, spouses, acquaintances, friends, colleagues, hot guy at grocery store, etc.) and our discussions are the stuff of legend -- at least to us, especially after said bottle of wine. While sometimes it's deeper psychoanalysis, sometimes it can be catty. (Look at what she wore. What was she thinking?)
I feel guilty that I don't feel any guilt over this because it is so fun, and I don't want to stop. Why don't I feel bad about this?
-- Gossiper
Gossiper: I think it's perfectly normal and healthy to enjoy good laughs in a private setting with your best friend. I'm sure most of us do. The only thing that might give you pause is whether those conversations reflect (and perpetuate) a pattern of thoughts or behaviors that would benefit from tweaking.
I can't recall the last time I made fun of another person's clothing choice, and I don't have any desire to do it. The more I practice grace and gratitude, the better I feel. You say you don't feel bad or guilty about your conversations, but you second-guessed yourself enough to ask for advice. I suspect you can find ways to enjoy all the laughs with less of the so-called cattiness, and you'll feel better about it once the wine wears off.
-- Less Cattiness
Gossiper: I have had friends like this who don't realize that their judging (that's what it is) does come across to others -- even though they may think they are only doing it between themselves. It creates an uncomfortable situation as those who witness this know they are also a topic of conversation at some other time. You are probably alienating others and creating bad feelings.
-- Wendy
Gossiper: You're discussing your opinions of people you know, sorting out your thoughts and values in a safe space with a trusted friend. Is that gossiping? I don't know, but I don't think it's bad. Bad is spreading stories about people behind their backs meant to discredit them in the eyes of their peers. You aren't doing that, so stop letting vague semantics with negative connotations dictate your behavior.
-- Safe
Gossiper: Well, let's frame this a little differently, because I don't think, "Why don't I feel guilty about this?" is the right question. I think you know that what you're doing is unkind. It sounds like you are growing uncomfortable with it, but it's also an integral part of your friendship with this person.
You haven't given a lot of information, but there's more than a suggestion of excess here -- with or without catty comments on sartorial choices. So, why do you do this? Is it the entire basis of your friendship with this person, or do you share other interests? What do you get out of doing it, beside long talks with this person? Talk to your friend about your discomfort; it could be she is also feeling not-great about this.
Or, I've read this wrong and you're perfectly comfortable with it, in which case carry on. However, own it and be prepared to face the consequences of someone learning what you've said about them and being hurt by it. Just because it's fun for you doesn't mean anyone else has to think it's okay. I wonder if it's this last thing that's begun to worry you, and all I can say is the best way not to get caught doing a thing is to not do the thing.
-- Questions
Gossiper: I used to be the topic of a lot of "juicy" gossip. Most, if not all, of it was untrue, unkind and unwarranted. I was a single mother trying to survive. I used to feel really bad and unworthy until I had an epiphany: How boring the gossipers' lives must be if all they can do is gossip about me. That was a life changer for me.
My advice is start doing something interesting, so you can share details about what is going on with your life and not conjecture what is going on with other people's lives.
-- Talked About
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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We have enough stuff. No-buy 2025 offers other ways to fill the void.
No-buy 2025 is about rejecting consumerism, saving money and reducing clutter -- simply by not buying things.
By Jenny Singer | 2025-01-08
Stephanie Noble was easily influenced. The 38-year-old would turn to her phone to relax and scroll. When she saw influencers exclaim that they couldn't live without a product, Noble decided she needed that product, too. Within seconds of being on Instagram and TikTok, she would have a confirmation email and a tracking number.
"I would do no critical thinking," she remembers. "I would just click 'checkout.'"
Six months ago, Noble took stock of the boxes filling her Salt Lake City home, many of them unopened. Lip glosses had accumulated like bottles in a spice drawer. Pants and vests with their tags still attached lay next to towering piles of skin-care products, including some duplicates -- products she had purchased, forgotten about and bought again. Looking at the piles of stuff, she didn't feel that her life had been filled with the ease and beauty that the influencers had promised. She felt disgust.
"What is the point of all of this?" she wondered. She thought about not only the money but also the waste, the carbon emissions, the weirdness of pursuing some kind of dream life by buying stuff recommended by strangers. "This isn't who I am," she thought. "It's not what I value."
That day, Noble embarked on a no-buy year, a self-imposed austerity measure that, along with its cousins low-buy and low-spend, has been in the zeitgeist for years. But the challenge has increasingly found purchase on social media, tucked between influencers touting sponsored content and directing followers to check out links in their bios. No-buy doesn't mean abstaining from all purchases, but rather picking specific categories to avoid. For Noble, the rules are: No new clothing. No new shoes, accessories or jewelry. No new makeup or skin care, unless she is out of every product in that category.
More than six months have passed since Noble began her experiment. She hasn't purchased anything on her no-buy list. She has so much excess that she hasn't run out of makeup or skin care. Consuming content from influencers is "almost like you're buying the lifestyle that they're selling to you," she said. "I kind of fell for that a lot."
She is done falling for it.
"There is something more in this piling high than the quantity of products: the manifest presence of surplus, the magical, definitive negation of scarcity," French philosopher Jean Baudrillard wrote in his 1970 book, "The Consumer Society." Since Baudrillard published those words, online shopping has removed the brakes from spending so that you move at crushing speed toward a purchase: Websites remember your credit card information, delivery is free, a convenient button urges one click to buy. The entire universe of shopping malls sits tidily in our pockets, thanks to our phones -- only the scent of Cinnabon is missing. Since launching a shopping function last year, TikTok, once a thrilling mishmash of the fun and absurd, has homogenized, taking on a strange, sickly feeling of a 24/7 home shopping network with an endless parade of hosts holding up wares to the camera and speaking in the fluent patter of salespeople. Online shopping sales soared during the pandemic -- on a line graph, the jump looks like the spike of a high heel you ordered online during a prolonged daydream -- and they are now at an all-time high.
The result, no-buyers point out, is carbon emissions, clutter and credit card debt. The answer, they say, is to stop buying more stuff. In a 2020 article in Nature, researchers from the University of New South Wales agreed. "Long-term and concurrent human and planetary wellbeing will not be achieved in the Anthropocene if affluent overconsumption continues," they argued. The researchers considered solutions as seismic as eco-anarchism, and changes as small as not buying so much stuff.
The no-buy conversation feels like a kind of counterprogramming against the overwhelming force of overt and covert advertising. On social media, it is a conversation dominated by women. Creators document their no-buy and low-buy years, sharing their tips and their savings. They subvert the aesthetic demands of social media by making content about "underconsumption core" (buying less stuff), and participate in the "pan project" (using up makeup until you hit the metal pan that holds it). They recite in the world-weary tone of a parent talking to a teen: "You don't need this lip gloss. You don't need these shoes. You don't need 12 water bottles."
No-buy isn't a new idea, but its renewed popularity feels like a quiet backlash against hyper-consumerism and an attempt to assert control in an uncertain economy, when the average credit card balance is the highest it has been among Americans in a decade. "We're truly living in unprecedented times where it is so easy to get new stuff into our homes," said Melissa Welch, a professional home organizer in Omaha whose clients are often overwhelmed by their own belongings. "It's something we've never really been taught how to resist." Despite the ease of online ordering, she said, shopping for stuff is time-intensive, and filling our homes with new things can make our lives worse.
"Consuming the way we consume is a full-time job in itself. You don't notice until you stop because it's so incredibly normalized," said Aja Barber, the author of "Consumed." The same people who say thrifting takes too much time, she noted, spend their evenings scrolling through thousands of products on the H&M website, deliberating over their digital shopping cart.
Shoppers believe that the online marketplace is convenient and somehow thriftier, Barber said, "when in actuality we're donating a large portion of our salary and a large portion of our time on Earth to it."
Buying can be seamless. Breaking the habit of buying things can be treacherous. Noble, a substance-use disorder counselor, said she used the skills she practiced in her own early recovery to get through the first days of her no-buy period. She put a "Days since I bought" counter on her phone and focused on exercise, journaling and spending time with other people. Slowly, she said, the desire to buy stuff evaporated. Welch prepared for her no-buy year by deleting her credit card information from online stores she frequented, removing all shopping apps and unsubscribing from marketing emails. She paid attention to accounts on social media that pushed shopping links, and unfollowed them.
The process is plodding and agonizing, but the results, believers say, are transformative. Angela Szot, a 32-year-old baker in Atlanta, said she paid off $35,000 of debt in a year and a half through a combination of downsizing her apartment and doing a prolonged no-buy period. Her spending habits, while not exorbitant, were constant: endless tchotchkes from Target and HomeGoods. Instead of decorating her apartment, she wanted to focus on saving for her dream home.
"I didn't want to live in this pattern anymore -- just paying the minimum payment, and then it's building so much awful interest," she said. She got a smaller apartment and made a list of no-buy rules. Through not buying things, she said, "your whole mindset changes: I go into Target now and I'm like, 'This is all awful! None of this is good-quality. None of this makes me feel serotonin.'"
This is the no-buy gamble: that you might flip an internal switch that makes not buying feel more satisfying than buying. "Being able to walk past those things gives me more serotonin than buying it now," Szot said. "It makes me feel so powerful."
Every no-buyer has a different set of rules: Szot's rules allow her small pleasures, such as a single candle at a time and takeout once a week. Welch, the organizer, believes "that everything we need has already been produced and is somewhere on Earth." During her no-buy year, she will focus on thrifting needed items, including clothing and shoes for her toddlers.
Barber worries that no-buy sets people up to fail. "I just know that cold turkey doesn't work for everyone," she said. "I tell people to make achievable goals." She recommends starting off with a month of low-buy, or trying to buy more than half of clothing secondhand. No-buy lacks the realism of a budget -- it risks being something closer to an abstinence-only education. There are other pitfalls of no-buy: squelching small joys, cementing the feeling that poverty is your own fault, the unexpected purchases that come up when caring for other people.
But acolytes argue that the extreme nature of no-buy is a match for the extreme nature of consumer culture. We are not merely keeping up with the Joneses -- the Joneses have crawled into bed with us and are telling us that we would feel better if we upgraded to Brooklinen sheets and installed blackout curtains. Thaddea Ampadu, a 24-year-old in Chicago, grew up in a low-income home and credits unfettered internet access with her long-held goal of being "this high-rise-living corporate baddie with the latest designer items." As a consultant, she made enough money to buy everything she wanted: luxe winter coats, splashy trips, generous gifts for her younger siblings. She just didn't make enough money to do that while living independently of her parents and saving for the future.
This month, she completed a low-buy year -- no clothes, no makeup, fewer meals out. She saved enough to move out of her parents' home and to max out her individual retirement account.
"The biggest thing I have taken away is that I do not have to live the life that I see online. I am just a regular person. I don't have to curate my life for an audience," she said. She likened watching a TikTok video and then buying everything in it to going to Ikea for a lamp and buying everything in the showroom. The people on her "For You" page look like her: young, ambitious, trendy. Because of that, it feels as if she might be one or two purchases away from having their lives. But it's an illusion, Ampadu said.
"They're doing it for their audience. They're getting paid to do it," she said. "Whereas I don't have an audience. I'm not getting paid to do it. At the end of the day, I'm the one whose pockets are hurting."
When Noble thinks about buying something but doesn't do it, she sometimes takes the money she would have spent and transfers it into her savings account. Watching it grow has been a pleasure, she said, bolstered by feeling less anxiety and more gratitude for the things she already owns.
Not buying "makes you so mindful and aware of how much abundance you have in your life," said Barber. "It's amazing how you get out of the habit of consuming when you're living your life using the things you already have."
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Cooking chat: Are glass or metal measuring cups better?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-01-08

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg/For The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Was this reader right to tell fellow diners to stop swearing in public? 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-01-08
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The celebrity homes that burned in the L.A. fires
A look at the celebrity homes that have been burned down by the California wildfires, which have engulfed thousands of acres.
By Herb Scribner, Janay Kingsberry | 2025-01-09

Damage from the Eaton Fire in Altadena, California, on Wednesday. (Nick Kirkpatrick/The Washington Post)


Out-of-control wildfires around and within Los Angeles have killed at least five people and engulfed entire neighborhoods, forcing at least 130,000 people to flee as the blazes enter their third day.
Included in the wreckage are luxury homes owned by Hollywood stars, who grieved and commiserated like anyone else, albeit in public. Here's what we know about the most rich and famous of the fires' victims.

Paris Hilton in June. (Samuel Corum/Getty Images)


Hilton said on social media Wednesday that she learned her home in Malibu had been destroyed by fires while watching the news. She said it was the home where her son, Phoenix, "took his first steps."
"To know so many are waking up today without the place they called home is truly heartbreaking," she said.
Hilton purchased a mid-century, 30,000-square-foot beach house in the area for more than $8 million in 2021, according to celebrity and real estate news outlets.
A news clip Hilton shared on social media after the fire showed buildings along the same road burned down to the frames.

Billy Crystal in 2023. (Al Drago for The Washington Post)


Crystal said in a statement to multiple outlets that he and his wife, Janice, lost the home that they had been living in for 45 years.
"We raised our children and grandchildren here. Every inch of our house was filled with love. Beautiful memories that can't be taken away. We are heartbroken of course but with the love of our children and friends we will get through this," he said.
Crystal gushed about his neighborhood at an event 2018, when he and Janice were named honorary mayors of the community. "We moved here in '79, with a 2- and 7-year-old," he said. "It was a wonderful place for family, and it's always remained that for us. Now we bring our grandchildren here."

Mandy Moore and Taylor Goldsmith in 2019. (Rachel Luna/Getty Images)


In a post on Instagram, Moore said she and others within the Altadena neighborhood were affected by the fire. Her post included videos of smoke-filled skies and charred buildings.
"This is Altadena. Leveled," she wrote in her Instagram Story. "My sweet home. I am devastated and gutted for those of us who've lost so much. I'm absolutely numb."
"Honestly, I'm in shock and feeling numb for all so many have lost, including my family. My children's school is gone," she wrote. "Our favorite restaurants, leveled. So many friends and loved ones have lost everything too."
Moore and her now-husband, Taylor Goldsmith, searched for a year before buying a home in the area, Architectural Digest wrote in 2018, describing it as "the perfect spot to begin their life together, high atop a Pasadena hill, in a classic 1950s home with sweeping vistas of the San Gabriel mountains and valley."
"The Princess Bride" star said on social media that his home had burned down from the Palisades Fire. "Sadly, we did lose our home but we are grateful to have survived this truly devastating fire," he said. "Our hearts go out to all the families impacted by this tragic event," he added before sending gratitude to first responders.
"All My Children" star Mathison said on Instagram that his home had been destroyed. In the video clip, he appears to walk around the charred remains where his house once stood.
Pratt and Montag, married stars of "The Hills" reality TV show, are mourning the loss of their home and possessions in the wake of the fires.
Pratt posted on Snapchat that he and his family fled after seeing they needed to evacuate and that their home burned down to the ground. He also said that he didn't have many clothes with him after evacuating and probably lost his "designer clothes" in the fire.
In a series of Snapchat posts, Montag added that their family left safely but that they were feeling homesick and missing their home. She later shared a video where she and her child traveled to Target to pick out some new bedding materials and toys.

James Woods in 2017. (Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images for WGAw)


In a tear-eyed interview with CNN, Woods struggled to comprehend the gravity of his house burning down. "One day you're swimming in the pool, and the next day it's all gone," he said.
Woods said he also helped his 94-year-old neighbor escape to safety. "There was so much chaos, it was like an inferno. Every house was on fire around us," he said.

Adam Brody and Leighton Meester in Beverly Hills on Sunday. (Caroline Brehman/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Several media outlets, including NBC News, circulated photos and video of a destroyed Pacific Palisades home reportedly belonging to married Hollywood actors Adam Brody and Leighton Meester.
The former talk show host announced on Instagram that her Malibu "dream home," where she married her husband Ross Burningham, was destroyed in the fires.
"It's all gone," she wrote in a post accompanied by old photos of her standing in her garden and lounging by her pool. "It was our heaven on earth. The place where we planned to grow old together. We never took our heavenly spot on the bluff overlooking our beloved malibu for granted, not even for one second."

Jhene Aiko in 2017. (Rich Fury/Getty Images)


In an Instagram post Thursday, the singer revealed her home "burned down to the ground." She added that she and her children were safe and "starting from scratch. My heart is so heavy," she wrote.
The actress's home was destroyed in the Palisades Fires, her representative told the Hollywood Reporter, while confirming Faris and her family are safe.
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The 27 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore the world of alcohol-free drinks, hear readings of brand-new plays, cheer for the local football team or celebrate Grammy nominees at a drag brunch. 
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-01-09
A diverse set of events, activities and concerts await in the coming days. Sample nonalcoholic beverages or watch a spirit-free cocktail competition at the Mindful Drinking Fest. Try the burger The Post crowned the area's best in a rare D.C. appearance. Catch staged readings of a trio of new plays -- free -- at Ford's Theatre over two days. Meet a master of Nigerian modern art, watch local musicians rock out and play hoops, dance to music of "eternal longing," or drink whiskey and $1 beers to celebrate the Washington Commanders returning to the NFL playoffs.
Bowie Ball at DC9
You have many decades of David Bowie's outrageous fashion choices to choose from as inspiration for this costume contest, which doubles as a dance party to all the icon's greatest hits. Stick around for face painting so you can embrace Bowie's "Aladdin Sane" era with a red-and-blue lightning bolt. 8 p.m. $5.
Steeze Burger pop-up at Hill East Burger
When our colleague Tim Carman ranked the area's best burgers in the summer of 2023, his top choice was a roaming burger pop-up called Steeze Burger, usually found outside Montgomery County breweries. This week, founder Hunter Karametos is bringing the party to Hill East Burger for three nights of meaty deliciousness. Choose among the legendary double-patty Steeze Burger; Steeze dogs topped with a combo of cheese, chili and poblano relish, plus jalapenos and other goodness; loaded fries; and a frozen Baha Blast to wash it down. No reservations are available, so be prepared to wait. 5 to 10 p.m. Prices vary.
Mindful Drinking Fest at Union Market
The biggest event in Dry January's social calendar is the weekend-long Mindful Drinking Fest, a celebration of sober living from mixologist Derek Brown and Disco Mary pop-up creator Maria Bastasch, which returns to various locations around Union Market. The nonalcoholic drink festival's claim to fame is the "grand tasting hall" experience at Dock 5, where you can sample 120 nonalcoholic beers, wines, spirits, cocktails and more zero-proof products over five hours of Saturday afternoon. The weekend is packed with even more activities, including the festival's first nonalcoholic cocktail contest, dubbed the "No Fun Competition," as well as dance parties, yoga sessions, karaoke, talks covering topics like sober dating and how mindful drinking relates to neurodivergence, and a pop-up cocktail bar with interactive art installations. Through Sunday. $75-$100.
A First Look: The Ford's Theatre Legacy Commissions festival at Ford's Theatre
Three very different plays are featured in this "first look" at the 2025 Ford's Theatre Legacy Commissions. David Emerson Toney's "Elysian Fields" is a musical take on Shakespeare's "King Lear," telling the story of a family on a former plantation in Reconstruction-era Alabama. "The Soldier From the Antilles," by Nilo Cruz, finds a nurse reading "Frankenstein" to a wounded Union soldier in an Alexandria hospital in 1864. In "Elizabeth Keckly & Mary Lincoln: The Last Morning," Gloria Reuben examines the emotional bond between former first lady Mary Lincoln and free Black dressmaker Elizabeth Keckly, six weeks after the tragedy at Ford's Theatre. The two-day festival, which spotlights new works by playwrights of color, features staged readings of each play followed by Q&A discussions with members of their creative teams. As a bonus, on Saturday night, there's a postshow "meet and mingle" gathering with playwrights and staffers at Ella's Wood Fired Pizza, open to all ticket holders. Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Free; reservations required.
A Weekend with Bruce Onobrakpeya: Father of Nigerian Modernism at the National Museum of African Art
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross" closes at the National Museum of African Art on Jan. 21, and before the Nigerian artist's linocut and linoleum block prints leave Washington, the museum welcomes Onobrakpeya for a weekend of celebration. On Friday, he joins museum curator Janine Gaelle Dieudji and curator Lauren Tate Baeza of Atlanta's High Museum of Art, which originally presented the exhibition, to discuss his artistic vision and techniques, followed by a reception. (6 to 9 p.m. Free.) Curator-led tours of the exhibition are offered Saturday and Sunday, and on Sunday afternoon, Onobrakpeya and Dieudji host a public interview about his life and career. (4 p.m. Free.) All activities are open to the public, but reservations are required.
'RuPaul's Drag Race' viewing party of the week: JR's
It seems like every LGBTQ bar in town has a viewing party for the 17th season of "RuPaul's Drag Race," and rather than pick and choose among them, we're going to feature a different one each week. This time, we're heading to Dupont Circle for JR's, where the viewing party is followed by Citrine's Vitamin C drag show. This week is a tribute to "Hollaback Girl" Gwen Stefani, with performances by Vagenesis, NuNu Paris and others, beginning at 9:30 p.m. 8 p.m. Free.
Baked Potato Pop-Up at DC9
It's the last weekend to try some of the most mouthwatering and creative spuds in Shaw. Before the nightclub's 21/2-week pop-up closes on Monday, choose from 10 loaded potato varieties -- from the Japanese Dinner with curry sauce and chicken katsu to the Southern Seoul with pimento, bulgogi and kimchi to the Plain Jane, with classic sour cream, butter and ranch seasoning -- on your choice of Idaho, tots or sweet potato. Through Monday. $8-$15.
Sapphic Factory: Queer Joy Party at 9:30 Club
Sapphic Factory is billed as a celebration of "eternal longing" and the music of artists like Chappell Roan, Muna and Boygenius. The focus on queer artists and audience members is an intentional move to build a safe space and serve a community so that revelers can cut loose without some of the negative aspects of nightlife. "If anybody's going to get bothered to pick out an outfit, ask friends to go and travel across town, they just want to have fun," says Brian Sikes Howe, production manager for organizer TSN Parties. "Making it a fun, comfortable, inviting environment is the top priority." 8:30 p.m. $22.
'Havana Hop' at the Kennedy Center
Young audiences will dance along during "Havana Hop," a one-woman show from artist Paige Hernandez headed to the Kennedy Center's Family Theater. Little Yeila dreams of superstardom but suffers from stage fright -- until she takes a trip to Cuba to learn more about her heritage. The soundtrack includes a mix of hip-hop and salsa, and plenty of opportunities for audience participation. Saturday at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 5 p.m.; Sunday at 1:30 and 4 p.m. $22.
Sightlines Saturday: 'Make Your Mark With Martial Arts' at the Smithsonian American Art Museum
Bring the kids to the Smithsonian American Art Museum to learn about the impact Asian Americans have had on Washington. The afternoon starts with a guided tour of "Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond" before focusing on local martial arts communities. Children can design and make their own martial-arts-inspired buttons, then settle in for a screening of the original "Kung Fu Panda." "Make Your Mark With Martial Arts" from noon to 3 p.m.; "Kung Fu Panda" 4 to 6 p.m. Free; reservations suggested.
Kombucha 101 with Brindle Boxer at the Square
If you're exploring healthier eating and/or drinking this January, you might have already delved into the world of kombucha. But have you ever thought about making your own fermented beverages? Tanya Maynigo, the founder of Brindle Boxer Kombucha, teaches the ins and outs of wrangling bacteria and yeast that are central to kombucha, and allows participants to sample different styles before creating their own batch. Each ticket includes a scoby, the bacteria and yeast culture that propagates kombucha, to take home. 1 to 2:30 p.m. $50; $90 per couple.
Daphne Eckman at the Atlantis
Singer-songwriter Daphne Eckman used to hate when people called her music theatrical. Sure, her songs swell in towering emotional climaxes, grounded by a voice draped in Broadway velvet. And yes, they're carefully crafted chamber-pop arrangements, woven with their own recurring symbolism. Now, though, she embraces both the theatrics and the comments that come with them -- both live in concert, like when she'll open for D.C.-based Mystery Friends on Saturday, and on her exceptional debut album, "Where You Left Me." 7:30 p.m. $20.
Mosh Madness at Takoma Park Presbyterian Church
"MTV's Rock N' Jock" was a '90s-kid staple that brought together athletes, musicians and other celebrities for events like the Diamond Derby and B-Ball Jam. Consider Mosh Madness the D.C. indie scene version of the latter: 16 teams made up of bandmates settle it on the court while a handful of D.C.'s best acts -- Pretty Bitter, Spring Silver, Flowerbomb, Pinky Lemon and Massie -- perform onstage. The battle to determine "the best balling band in the whole DMV who also signed up for this particular tournament" will donate all proceeds to the Palestine Children's Relief Fund. 3 p.m. $15.
Jessy J at Blues Alley
Over the course of her career, saxophonist Jessy J has done everything from writing a children's album to touring with Anita Baker and Michael Bolton to performing with Taylor Swift at the VMAs. She's hit the top spot on Billboard's jazz chart and appeared on "American Idol." Jessy's music infuses contemporary jazz with nods to Latin rhythms, in honor of her Mexican American heritage. She returns to Blues Alley in Georgetown in advance of her new studio album slated to be released in 2025. 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. $50.
Half Waif at Songbyrd Music House
Indie rock singer Half Waif's latest album, "See You at the Maypole," leans into the sense of community she felt during her early days with collaborators, helping to cushion the record with sounds of communal grief and support. The stripped-down album (a departure from her typical electronic pop) reflects a period of winter in her life, of the perpetual hope for spring, following a miscarriage. 8 p.m. $22-$25.
'Sonic Symphony' at Warner Theatre
It's been more than three decades since the first Sonic the Hedgehog game was released in 1991. In the intervening years, the soundtrack has grown from bouncy video game music to include songs by artists like Jelly Roll and Wiz Khalifa featured in the franchise's movies. Hear classic 8-bit tunes and more recent EDM songs from live musicians at the "Sonic Symphony," which features a full orchestra. 8 p.m. Verified resale tickets available.
Grammys Drag Brunch at Red Bear Brewing
We're still a few weeks out from the Beyonce vs. Kendrick vs. Charli vs. Chappell vs. Sabrina vs. Billie battle royal that is the Grammys, but you can groove to the best tracks of last year -- and pick your own winner -- during the Grammys Drag Brunch at Red Bear Brewing. Join host Desiree Dik and a cast of queens including Citrine, Odetta Swan and Sapphire Martini as they take over the NoMa brewery's taproom, performing songs that are up for awards at the February ceremony. Tickets include two drinks, but seating is first-come, first-served, so don't be late. Noon; doors open at 11 a.m. $35.
Washington Commanders playoff viewing parties
Washington's football team is in the playoffs with a winning record for the first time since 2015 and recorded its first season with 11 or more wins since 1991. Even sportswriters who cover the team think it's time to buy in. So as the Commanders take the field against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the first round at 8 p.m., the game will be the focus across the city, and not just in die-hard bars like the Blaguard, Caddies, Walters or Joe Theismann's.
Shaw's Tavern on Florida Avenue hosts a pregame pep rally with a brass quintet from the team's official marching band starting at 7 p.m. and offers $12 pizzas and $20 pitchers of select beers through the game.
Metrobar gets the party underway at 4 p.m. with DJs B-Sharp and DC Infamous. A whiskey tasting with the Upper Marlboro-based Arthur Wheeler Spirits Company, an official partner of the Commanders and maker of the Commanders 1932 Bourbon, starts at 6. Hot cocktails and beer buckets are discounted all day.
Draft beers are just $1 at the Madhatter, alongside $5 Nutrl seltzers, $10 food specials and $20 buckets of Bud Light.
Atlas Brew Works' taprooms in Navy Yard and Alexandria are staying open late to show the game, with $6 house beers. (Both locations also serve Andy's Pizza.)
If the screens at your local bar just aren't big enough, head to the Arlington Drafthouse, where the game is on a movie screen. Doors open at 7 p.m.
ONX at Morris American Bar
The annual Chocolate City's Best cocktail competition puts the spotlight on bartenders of color and builds awareness and community throughout the year. Founder Kapri Robinson -- bartender at Allegory, a veteran of Netflix's "Drink Masters" and winner of the 2024 bartender of the year award at Tales of the Cocktail -- hosts a "one night experience" at Morris American Bar with one-off cocktails, light bites and DJ Lalee. The suggested cover benefits Chocolate City's Best. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Donations accepted.
Side Door Third Anniversary Party
Side Door, the low-key bar beneath the Pub and the People, marked its third birthday in December but is only now getting around to throwing a party. Banish the thoughts of discounted PBRs or rail drinks: Bloomingdale's Krampus-loving, finished-basement-looking hangout is partnering with Akashi Japanese whisky, Asbach German brandy, Japanese sake and liqueur producer Oka, and the herbal German digestif Underberg for the special drink menu. "Celebratory chaos" is promised. 5 p.m. to midnight. Free.
PostClassical Ensemble's 'Amazing Grace: Fire and Light' at Terrace Theater
The local ensemble honors Native American achievements in classical music with a concert featuring classical composer and pianist Jerod Impichchaachaaha' Tate, a Chickasaw Nation member whose recent opera explores the nation's legends. This performance at the Kennedy Center includes Tate's music and compositions that influenced his work, plus a presentation to Tate of the American Roots Artist Award. 7:30 p.m. $45-$69.
Bingo at Kingfisher
Bingo is the ultimate bar game for hanging out and catching up with friends. No pressure to remember the heroine of a book you read in high school English. No need to make clutch bank shots without hitting the eight ball. The host calls out a letter and a number. It's either on your card or not. If not, you go back to gossiping. Kingfish is one of our favorite places for no-frills bingo -- appropriate for a no-frills basement bar. Buy a drink and you get sheets of bingo cards. Sometimes you're trying to get five in a row. Sometimes it's the corners. No matter the pattern, there are free drinks to be won. Show up early for happy hour, which runs from 4 to 8 p.m. and includes $2 off all drinks while you eat free popcorn and watch bad movies with friends. 8 p.m. One-drink minimum purchase to play.
Lager Never Dies at High Side
Fairfax's High Side loves its lager, whether it's locals from Wheatland Spring and Crooked Run or selections from farther afield, like Halfway Crooks or Benchtop. High Side bets you'll love craft lager, too. Eight lagers are on tap this week, and for $20.25, bartenders will pour you unlimited 4-ounce glasses of any or all of them, until you say "when." Crisp, refreshing lager sounds like the perfect pairing for High Side's bar snacks, which include Taiwanese popcorn chicken and deep-fried crispy pork belly. Through Jan. 19. $20.25.
'What Is My Legacy?' at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
All his life, Martin Luther King III has grappled with the legacy handed down to him by his famous father. In his new book, "What Is My Legacy?," King and his wife, Arndrea Waters King, join Canadian activists Marc and Craig Kielburger to examine the concept of the legacy that all of us build, and leave, on a daily basis, and how to change the world one small step at a time. The Kings are joined in discussion by CNN host and legal analyst Laura Coates to discuss the book and the idea of legacies -- appropriately enough, in the city's main library, named after Martin Luther King III's father. 7 p.m. Free; registration required.
NMWA Nights at National Museum of Women in the Arts
The first after-hours party of 2025 at the National Museum of Women in the Arts is all about taking care of yourself in the new year. Set your intentions with an interactive community activity. Share your feelings and show off your creativity by making zines and buttons in the museum studio. Dance your troubles away with DJ Geena Marie in the Great Hall. Or just let it all out in the "cathartic screaming room." (There might be a line for that.) Admission includes two drink tickets. Attendees are asked to help the charity I Support the Girls by bringing new or gently worn bras, new underwear, or menstrual products to donate. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $22-$25.
'What the Constitution Means to Me' at Round House Theatre
Playwright Heidi Schreck's "What the Constitution Means to Me" earned accolades including Tony Award nods and a Pulitzer Prize nomination, as well as an extended run on Broadway and a 2019 stint at the Kennedy Center. Now the play is heading for Bethesda's Round House Theatre, featuring an exclusive update for 2025. Drawing from Schreck's experience as a teen earning college tuition money in constitutional debate competitions, "What the Constitution Means to Me" is a reflection on the impact of one of the nation's founding documents on multiple generations of women in her family. Although Schreck isn't performing in Round House's new version, she and director Morgan Gould worked together to revise the script to address recent Supreme Court rulings. Through Feb. 16. $50-$89.
Crochet Amigurumi Workshop at Del Ray Artisans Gallery
Are you ready to take your flat crochet to -- literally -- a new dimension? Learn how to create three-dimensional amigurumi, or crocheted stuffed animals, at this two-session course by Del Ray Artisans. Attendees should be 13 or older and already know basic crochet stitches and terminology. The class is intended for advanced beginners. Bring your own materials. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday and Jan. 22. $70 for members; $80 for nonmembers.
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Two stars dancing with death in Almodovar's 'The Room Next Door'
Julianne Moore and Tilda Swinton play old friends confronting the end of the road.
By Ty Burr | 2025-01-09

Julianne Moore and Tilda Swinton in "The Room Next Door." (Iglesias Mas/Sony Pictures Classics)


In 2019, the Spanish writer-director Pedro Almodovar addressed the indignities of age and creative drought in "Pain and Glory," one of his richest and most personal films. Five years on, at the age of 75, he's contemplating death itself.
Is there something Almodovar's not telling us? Let's hope not. And, on the strength of "The Room Next Door," his talky yet emotionally and metaphysically bracing new drama, let's hope he has at least a few more in him.
It's his first English-language feature -- more on that in a bit -- but, as is traditional with this filmmaker, "The Room Next Door" doubles as a love letter to women, to actresses and to movie stars, in this case Julianne Moore and Tilda Swinton. Moore plays Ingrid, a successful writer on a book tour in New York. Swinton is Martha, a war correspondent who has been Ingrid's friend since their journalism salad days. They've shared deadlines, meals and the occasional boyfriend, and now they are sharing the end of Martha's life.
Reconnecting after many years, Ingrid learns that her friend has Stage 3 cervical cancer, has reluctantly finished a round of chemo and is hoping for the best. Swinton, her character's hair grown back into a silvery blond brush cut, plays Martha with a gruff directness that's only partially good at hiding her terror. Ingrid confesses her own fear of death -- apparently a subject of her new book -- but what remains abstract for her is an oncoming train for Martha.
Much of "The Room Next Door" is talk, Almodovar adapting Sigrid Nunez's 2020 novel "What Are You Going Through" with his usual empathy but also an expository clunkiness that probably reads better in subtitles. He's always had a love for melodrama, and here it surfaces in the flashbacks to the love story between a teenage Martha (Esther McGregor, Ewan's daughter) and her high school sweetheart (Alex Hogh Andersen), which for better and for worse play like a telenovela and which result in the birth of a daughter who Martha claims "was never interested in me as a mother." (The feeling appears to have been mutual.)
Other flashbacks to the character's wartime experiences in Bosnia and elsewhere are tougher and more complex, Martha quoting journalist Martha Gellhorn to the effect that "you only truly love one war -- after that, it's duty." By contrast, the more plangent Ingrid remains present tense, and Moore effectively plays a woman nervously following a dear friend into the darkness. At a certain point, Martha has had enough of failed cures and asks Ingrid to be with her "in the room next door" when she takes a euthanasia pill she has purchased on the dark web.
"This is another war," Martha insists. "I'm not afraid of it. But, like the other times I've faced death, I don't want to be alone." Grudgingly, fearfully, illegally, Ingrid agrees, and the movie shifts to an airy, light-filled rental house in the Catskills -- a fine place to die if you're of that persuasion. The women sleep in separate rooms but leave the doors open, Martha informing her friend that the sign she has left this world will be her closed bedroom door.
Sounds like a cheerful cup of hemlock, no? Yet "The Room Next Door" is itself filled with light, made from the chatty honesty with which it faces the Big One and the sense and sensibilities of the two women facing it. There's humor in the telling, especially in the appearance of Damian (John Turturro), one of those mutual old boyfriends and now Ingrid's secret adviser on lawyers and other matters. (Of his and Martha's long-ago affair, he says, "It was like sleeping with a terrorist.")

Julianne Moore plays Ingrid and John Turturro plays Damian in "The Room Next Door." (Eduard "Edu" Grau/Sony Pictures Classics)


Turturro is very funny as a smart, caring, egotistical man, but the show belongs to Swinton's and Moore's characters, the former halfway to being an angel -- a cranky angel, but still -- and the latter moored in sadness and love. Almodovar has made this faux farewell with his standard attention to opulence and beauty, with Eduard Grau's camerawork, Alberto Iglesias's score, Inbal Weinberg's production design -- that house! those colors! -- and Bina Daigeler's costumes a sensuous pleasure in themselves.
And -- as is ever the case with Almodovar, or any great director -- the telling of the tale comes partly through a love of movies. All movies, of course, but here the ones that Martha and Ingrid watch while waiting for the end to come: Max Ophuls's 1948 "Letter From an Unknown Woman"; Buster Keaton chased by boulders in "Seven Chances" (1925); and, finally, John Huston's 1987 adaptation of James Joyce's "The Dead," whose closing lines are quoted early in "The Room Next Door" and whose final scene falls on this film like snow falling on Dublin.
"The Dead" was made while Huston himself was dying, and, again, one hopes that Almodovar isn't telling us something. In any event, from whatever impulse, he has given us a movie that is both an uneasy tribute to exiting with grace and a rationale for sticking around for one more movie, one more meal -- one more day with the door open.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains thematic content, strong language and some sexual references. 107 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'September 5': A gripping drama set at the '72 Olympics
ABC Sports coverage is at the center of Tim Fehlbaum's take on the ethics of broadcasting tragedy.
By Ty Burr | 2025-01-09

John Magaro stars as ABC Sports producer Geoffrey Mason in "September 5." (Paramount Pictures)


On the morning of Sept. 5, 1972, members of the militant organization known as Black September attacked the Israeli Olympic team at the Summer Games in Munich. They infiltrated the Olympic Village, killed two team members and took nine others hostage, demanding the release of 200 Palestinians held in Israeli prisons. After a day-long standoff, a firefight at a local airport ended with all the hostages and five of the terrorists dead.
"September 5" is not really about that, though. Instead, it's a tense ticktocker that dramatizes what went on inside the ABC command post at the Games -- the decisions and quandaries faced by a group of sports journalists and broadcast technicians suddenly faced with airing an unthinkable tragedy, live and in real time. What's news? What's exploitation? What information enlightens the viewers and what helps the terrorists?
These are all smart, purposeful questions, and a decade ago they would have made for a galvanizing thriller about media ethics and journalistic responsibility. And as directed and co-written by Swiss filmmaker Tim Fehlbaum and acted to the nines by a fine cast, "September 5" is still an excellent movie. It's just that the questions it asks about newsgathering are the wrong ones for 2025.
But I'm getting ahead of myself. Fehlbaum's script, written with Moritz Binder (Alex David is also credited as a writer), stays largely inside the control center ABC has set up near enough to the Olympic Village to hear the rattle of automatic gunfire in the early hours of the 5th. Before then, we've seen the night shift head to their hotel rooms for well-earned rest after relaying American swimmer Mark Spitz's seventh gold medal win to prime-time viewers back home.
Out of the scrum of men and women lit up by monitors, we focus on three: Roone Arledge (Peter Sarsgaard), head of ABC Sports; Marvin Bader (Ben Chaplin), the network's director of operations for the Games; and Geoffrey Mason (John Magaro), a segment producer getting his first shot at running the show. It's Mason who's on the job when the shots ring out, and when it becomes apparent that they are gunshots and something serious is going down, he wakes the other two and the rest of the crew for what becomes a long, grueling, terrible day at the office.
Of the three, Sarsgaard's Arledge is the soft-spoken risk-taker, a media "genius" whose quixotic instincts make for great TV. Bader, by contrast, is the one with his eye on the ethics of the situation, his awareness of the fact that great TV doesn't always mean moral TV compounded by his Jewishness. Mason, in Magaro's white-knuckle performance, is caught in the middle, leaning toward the scoop, the gotcha, the thing that's best for ABC, but the larger drama of "September 5" can be read on his face as the stakes get darker and bloodier over the course of the day.

Zinedine Soualem, Leonie Benesch, John Magaro and Marcus Rutherford in "September 5." (Jurgen Olczyk/Paramount Pictures)


Also memorable is Leonie Benesch ("The Teachers' Lounge") as Marianne Gebhardt, the German interpreter who becomes an integral part of the day's reporting and the one person in the room who doesn't have the network's best interests at heart. Almost as a side note, the movie reveals a number of technical conventions invented that day out of blind expedience that we now take for granted, like the on-screen network IDs known as "spiders" when CBS, which has the satellite spot, allows ABC to air an interview with one of the surviving Israeli athletes, Tuvia Sokolsky (Stiev Neubert).
But the film's main order of business is separating the commercial choices from the human dilemmas. "Can we show someone being shot to death?" Mason asks early on, and that's one of the easier ones. (I'm pretty sure they decide the answer is no.) Does airing images of the German police moving in make sense when the attackers are watching TV, too? Bader poses the biggest question of them all -- the one that gets to why terrorists act in the first place. "If they shoot someone on live television," he asks Arledge, "whose story is that? Is it ours or is it theirs?"
Food for thought, indeed, and I hope Journalism 101 classes chew on it good and hard. But, to be honest, is this what popular movies should be wrestling with at a time when the news business as a civic responsibility is nearing extinction -- when local news outlets have dried into news deserts, when web-headline hits matter more than the story, and when owners can dictate what their staffs can and cannot publish? "September 5" may be out of sync with current attitudes toward the Arab/Israeli conflict, but that's to be expected in a project that was already in post-production by June 2023. More crucially, the filmmakers' focus on granular principles feels like a lost opportunity when the entire business is in a spiral of existential distress.
"September 5" is an exciting, well-made, thought-provoking movie. Sadly, it couldn't matter less to where we are now.
R. At AMC Georgetown 14. Contains adult language. In English, German and Hebrew, with English subtitles. 95 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Wildfires force Hollywood to cancel events, celebrities to evacuate homes
Movie premieres were canceled and celebrities like Mark Hamill and Mandy Moore have fled. The Hollywood Bowl and Dolby Theatre were in areas under evacuation orders.
By Jada Yuan, Samantha Chery | 2025-01-09

A scene from a fire that has hit the Pacific Palisades in California. (Jennifer Osborne for The Washington Post)


Devastating wildfires in the Los Angeles area have thrown Hollywood into chaos, forcing movie premieres to be canceled, tourist attractions to close and celebrities to join a caravan of mass evacuations.
"Schitt's Creek" star Eugene Levy told the Los Angeles Times that he got stuck on Tuesday trying to flee the Pacific Palisades -- an area filled with multimillion-dollar homes, between Malibu to the west and Santa Monica to the south.
Mark Hamill shared on Instagram that he had been evacuated from Malibu the same evening. "There [were] small fires on both sides of the road as we approached" the highway, he said, calling the blaze the "most horrific fire since '93."
"Police Academy" star Steve Guttenberg, who lives in the Palisades, attempted to help the rescue efforts. He told local station KTLA 5 on Tuesday evening that he was moving abandoned cars that were blocking traffic. Firefighters ultimately had to bulldoze cars to clear a path.
"This is not a parking lot," he said, urging drivers to leave their keys in the ignition. "There are people stuck up there. ... There are families up there. There are pets up there. There are people who really need help."
The fire in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood has burned at least 15,000 acres and forced some 30,000 people to evacuate. Vice President Kamala Harris, whose Brentwood neighborhood went under evacuation order Tuesday night, said she and her husband "are praying for the safety of their fellow Californians, the heroic first responders, and Secret Service personnel," her press secretary Ernesto Apreza said on X. (Harris and second gentleman Doug Emhoff are in Washington.)
There were four active wildfires in the region Wednesday morning, with the second-largest, near Pasadena and Altadena, forcing the evacuation of some 52,000 residents as flames pushed toward the city of Glendale. The weather was particularly devastating, with the Santa Ana winds gusting to 100 mph. About 250,000 Los Angeles County homes are without power, according to poweroutage.us. The county's fire chief, Anthony Marrone, said that two people had been killed in the Eaton Fire near Pasadena and that the county is calling on other states for help because it doesn't have enough firefighters.
Singer-actress Mandy Moore said on Instagram that she evacuated safely Tuesday with "kids, dog and cats" and that she was "praying and grateful for the first responders." Moore, who is married to Dawes front man Taylor Goldsmith, shared the next morning that she and her family were able to land at a friend's house but didn't know whether their home was still standing. "Trying to shield the kids from the immense sadness and worry I feel," she wrote. "Praying for everyone in our beautiful city. So gutted for the destruction and loss."
Actor James Woods, 77, was posting about the devastation from the Palisades on Tuesday, and on Wednesday morning seemed to confirm on X that he'd lost his home, which he had just finished renovating last month.
"I couldn't believe our lovely little home in the hills held on this long. It feels like losing a loved one," he wrote. " ... It tests your soul, losing everything at once, I must say."
Spencer Pratt and Heidi Montag of "The Hills" also seem to have lost their home in the Palisades. Pratt was photographed by paparazzi as he took video of the fire approaching his property. "I'm watching our house burn down on the security cameras," he said in a Snapchat video from his car.
British model and Formula One heiress Petra Ecclestone and her husband, Sam Palmer, also evacuated. "House is in gods hands now," Palmer wrote on his Instagram.
Guillermo del Toro fled, too, according to the Hollywood Reporter.
"My community and possibly my home is on fire. My family is safe," Oscar winner Jamie Lee Curtis wrote on Instagram.
While she wondered whether her house was burning down, she received a surprise Screen Actors Guild Award nomination for best supporting actress for her role in "The Last Showgirl," news that was quietly posted online Wednesday morning after the in-person announcements were canceled because of the fires. (Curtis later learned that her home was safe, but she shared a video of damaged buildings in the area.)
The famous Palisades Charter High School -- which graduated stars such as J.J. Abrams, Forest Whitaker and Jennifer Jason Leigh and featured in Brian De Palma's 1976 horror masterpiece, "Carrie," among other films -- was shown burning on the local news station Fox 11 on Tuesday night, with at least some structures destroyed.
Will Rogers's historic ranch was also damaged by fires that ripped through its surrounding state park, according to local station News 9.
Landmark venues, including the the TCL Chinese Theatre, Hollywood Bowl and the Dolby Theatre, were in areas under evacuation orders on Wednesday night.
The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) said it would close to the public on Thursday. Universal Studios Hollywood and Universal CityWalk were closed Wednesday "as a result of the extreme winds and fire conditions," according to a statement from the theme park. And a growing number of TV and film productions were shut down as the flames spread.
NBCUniversal paused production for "Hacks," "Happy's Place," "Loot," "Suits: L.A." and "Ted" due to lower lot closures, according to a studio spokesperson.
ABC has shut down productions for "Jimmy Kimmel Live!," "Grey's Anatomy" and "Doctor Odyssey" for the day. In his Tuesday monologue, taped at 4:30 p.m. Pacific time, Kimmel said he had no power at his house and joked that he might have to sleep over with sidekick Guillermo Rodriguez's family. "The wind is especially scary here in L.A.," he said. "Because of all the Botox, we're not used to seeing things move at all."
CBS Studios is not in the evacuation zone, but it wrapped production for "NCIS," "NCIS: Origins," "The Neighborhood," "Poppa's House" and "After Midnight" early so cast and crew could get home to their families, a spokesperson said. "The Price is Right" has also paused production.
The second season of Amazon Studios' sci-fi western "Fallout," starring Walton Goggins, was scheduled to start production Wednesday but got pushed back. Amazon also canceled the Wednesday night premiere of a new Dick Wolf show, "On Call," that was supposed to take place in Culver City on the west side of L.A., currently covered in thick smoke. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Red carpets for the Jennifer Lopez sports drama "Unstoppable" and the Max medical drama series "The Pitt" were nixed, and the food for the latter event was donated to evacuation shelters, a spokeswoman for the show said.
The Hollywood premieres for the horror film "Wolf Man," as well as the Robbie Williams biopic "Better Man," were canceled, Deadline reported.
The production company and film distributor Roadside Attractions also scrapped the premiere of "The Last Showgirl," which had been planned for Thursday night at the Chinese Theatre. Star Pamela Anderson had learned Wednesday morning that she was a surprise SAG Award nominee for best actress.
The BAFTA Tea Party, a crucial event to attend for Oscars hopefuls who want to court the votes of members of the British Academy of Film and Television Arts, was canceled, the organization said in a statement. It was set to take place at the Four Seasons Hotel in Beverly Hills on Saturday.
The 30th Critics Choice Awards, which were supposed to be held in a hangar in Santa Monica on Sunday and broadcast on E! as well as internationally, have been postponed until Jan. 26.
Frances Vinall contributed reporting.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-08

"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" is on view at the National Gallery of Art through Jan. 19. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Little Books, Big Gifts: The Artistry of Esther Inglis," through Feb. 9. The artistic, literary and social networking achievements of Inglis, a working mother of eight who was William Shakespeare's contemporary, are on view. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through April. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
KREEGER MUSEUM
"The DMV Collects the DMV," through Feb. 1. This celebration of the Washington Print Club's 60th anniversary features the work of 49 artists who lived in the D.C. region or built their careers there. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 21. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Sunday. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 17. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Sunday. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Sunday. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"Samantha Box: Confluences," through March 23. This display highlights the Bronx-based photographer's black-and-white work exploring race, gender, class, and sexuality.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Breaking It Down: Conversations From the Vault," through Jan. 19. This eclectic exhibition presents more than 90 works from historic and contemporary artists. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi, and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Bad Bunny is from Puerto Rico. His new album won't let you forget that.
Bad Bunny's "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos" is a celebration of the artist's Puerto Rican homeland.
By Chris Kelly | 2025-01-08

Bad Bunny at the Dior show during Paris Fashion Week in June. (Swan Gallet/Getty Images)


The past few years have proved that it's not enough for musicians to celebrate their roots: The clearest expressions of self come when tending to the branches and leaves, too. Whether Beyonce's last two acts, Kendrick Lamar's latest L.A. star tour or Charli XCX's party girl adventure, pop music's standard-bearers know where they're going as well as they know where they've been.
It's a lesson Bad Bunny has taken to heart, or more likely, come to on his own, on "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos," the solo album the singer-rapper released Sunday with little of the protracted fanfare that accompanies most major albums. Maybe a rollout seemed unnecessary for a project as immediate and rewarding as this celebration of his homeland, Puerto Rico, from its quotidian pleasures to its lifetimes of musical heritage.
"Debi Tirar Mas Fotos" is the most Puerto Rican album Bad Bunny has released, mostly dispensing with the cross-pollinations of trap, club and Latin music with which he made his name. Instead, he has made an album of reggaeton, salsa and plena full of reverential nods to the past and big ups to his contemporaries, all with the ear for the future that has made him a crossover star on his own terms.
On this album, the terms are set immediately with "NuevaYol," a jam that pays homage to a '70s salsa hit but supercharges it into a speaker smasher in two parts: first, a reggaeton reworking and then an accelerating outro that turns Bad Bunny's voice into percussion powered by helium. Lyrically, the song is dedicated to summer days in New York, a spiritual cousin to his world-conquering album "Un Verano Sin Ti."
Throughout "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos," the interpolations and quotations of both touchstones and deep cuts -- like the names, places and slang in his lyrics -- are Bad Bunny's Easter eggs for fellow puertorriquenos. (For anyone tripped up by the barriers of language or culture, Bad Bunny has a simple message: "I don't care," he crooned to the New York Times.) And in an album with songs that abruptly turn into different songs, the moments of hesitation, digital stutters and gnarly gearshifts demand that listeners let their minds buffer.
There's a lot to take in on "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos," an album where the past, present and future of music exist simultaneously, like the five-dimensional tesseract of the movie "Interstellar." Synthesizers ring out with melodies and arpeggios that sound like video game soundtracks; beats gallop with dembow and four-on-the-floor rhythms; the hand percussion of salsa roots songs in the Puerto Rican soil; Spanish guitars shimmer like light through the water.
Take the standout track "Baile Inolvidable": Across its six minutes, Bad Bunny shows off both edges of his vocal range alongside horns that glisten so sharply that they sound digital before the song doubles down on salsa and dips into jazz. Not that everything is overwrought or overcomplicated. The bass line on "EoO" brings screwface menace to perreo, while "Weltita" is the kind of breezy groove that could keep revelers dancing all year.
The latter song is a collaboration with Chuwi, a Puerto Rican quartet with a similar everything-in-the-mofongo approach. On "Weltita," Chuwi vocalist Loren Torres counters his voice with a feminine quaver; on "Perfumito Nuevo," urbano singer RaiNao holds up her end of a love-and-lost duet. Other collaborations reach for the call-and-response plena of Los Pleneros de la Cresta and the next-gen reggaeton of Omar Courtz & Dei V, a tradition of elevating Latino artists that Bad Bunny has embraced for much of his career.
While the collaborators add sizzle, Bad Bunny is still the steak. His various phrasings and flows detail Miami flings, unforgettable romances and the complexity of URL-to-IRL hookups (even if all the mentions of Tinder, Snapchat and the "green circles" of Instagram's close friends might age like oat milk as the digital churn continues). But his lyrics aren't all lovey-dovey kisses (and more) on the beach: Bad Bunny is a helpless romantic, and much of the album deals with missing your ex during the holidays ("Pitorro de Coco") or in the club ("El Club"). The latter is particularly poignant, as he sings about being dead inside and ghosted by God to a fist-pumping soundtrack.
But the yearning for old love -- and the album's titular wish that he had taken more photographs -- seems to be deeper than romance and more tied to his relationship with Puerto Rico. He calls one ex a "Turista" who didn't see him at his worst and didn't deserve his best, seemingly like a tourist who stays at a resort, blind to the reality deeper inland. "Lo Que Le Paso a Hawaii" connects the histories of American colonization and prays that Puerto Rico will not be subjugated like Hawaii, and closer "La Mudanza" lays out his family history via a cappella rap.
"Debi Tirar Mas Fotos" is an album about remembering the things that matter most. For Bad Bunny, as he explains on the title track, those things are reggaeton, salsa, bomba and plena: Puerto Rico via musical microcosm. The album ends with a promise: Nobody will force Bad Bunny from the island, the land where his grandfather was born. And if that's too subtle a message, he closes with some Spanglish that even hack comics can understand: "Yo soy de P f---in' R!"
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Indie rock singer Half Waif takes you to her personal winter
The musician will perform at Songbyrd on Saturday, Jan. 11.
By Olivia McCormack | 2025-01-08

Half Waif. (Alex S.K. Brown)


Half Waif, born Ananda Rose "Nandi" Plunkett, was in third grade when she started her first musical collaboration. It was a girl group with a revolving door of band names like Goddess and Pharaoh (after a lesson on ancient Egypt), and the musicians would travel around their Massachusetts town playing small shows.
"It was cute and funny probably for the adults watching, but also so empowering as a young girl to have an experience of performing. And not only performing, but writing songs and then being able to bring those into the world," said the 35-year-old musician from her New York home.
In a more somber tone, Plunkett's latest album, "See You at the Maypole," leans into the sense of community she felt during her early days with collaborators, helping to cushion the record with sounds of communal grief and support. The stripped-down album (a departure from her typical electronic pop) reflects a period of winter in her life, of the perpetual hope for spring, drudgery that catches us all. Thankfully, the singer-songwriter didn't have to go through it alone.
Plunkett started writing the album in summer. She was hopeful and planning to become a mother. Come winter, she was pregnant and on tour. Then, after a few months of pregnancy, she went in for an ultrasound and was told there was no heartbeat. "Any kind of miscarriage is devastating, but to not know that anything was wrong was really shocking and hard to process. I was like, 'Wait. But there weren't any signs.' Everything seemed normal," she said.
She was given two options: having a dilation and curettage or taking the abortion drug misoprostol at home. She chose to take the drug, which she believed would be the quickest option.
Her darkest days of the year corresponded with the shortest days -- a time of personal darkness punctuated by an absence of sunlight. The first song that she wrote was "Fog Winter Balsam Jade," inspired by her effort to feel joy while mourning during the holiday season:
"I will not despair this time of year/ When all the lights are shining/ And the bells are ringing high and clear/ Oh, you can't say I'm not trying/ And I go out in the afternoon/ And I'm burying a secret/ That grew inside me like a moon/ Till I could no longer keep it."
On this track, you can hear the New York City-based choir Khorikos offering a tonally pleasing harmony of collective wailing. That cultural practice, of a community rallying behind a hurt member and sympathizing with their great pain, feels so pertinent when it comes to something so common and agonizing as grief.
The rest of the album follows similar tones to "Fog Winter Balsam Jade"-- hunting for a sprig of natural beauty in a desolate landscape ("Sunset Hunting") or searching out brightness and joy on a depressing city block ("Collect Color"). The album, at its core, is about choosing to look and hope for spring, even when winter feels as though it may never end.
After her miscarriage, Plunkett's physical recovery felt long. She trusted her medical team but was operating under microdoses of information. It turned out, she says, that because she had been prescribed only misoprostol and not its common partner mifepristone, she retained tissue.
Plunkett was left with a physical manifestation of her grief as she tried to heal her emotional wounds: "When your body goes through something like that, the body remembers. It holds all of that."
Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. at Songbyrd, 540 Penn St. NE. songbyrddc.com. $22-$25.
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Harris's L.A. home under evacuation order as California fires spread
No one was at the home the vice president shares with second gentleman Doug Emhoff.
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2025-01-08

A view of the Palisades fire captured from a plane on Tuesday. (Mark Viniello/Reuters) 


The home of Vice President Kamala Harris in the Brentwood neighborhood of Los Angeles has been placed under an evacuation order by local authorities, making her one among tens of thousands of Californians whose homes have been threatened by wildfires raging through parts of Los Angeles County.
"Last night, the Vice President's neighborhood in Los Angeles was put under an evacuation order," Harris's spokesman, Ernesto Aprezo, wrote on X on Wednesday morning. "No one was in her home at the time. She and the Second Gentleman are praying for the safety of their fellow Californians, the heroic first responders, and Secret Service personnel."
The Palisades Fire, which broke out near the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, has burned at least 2,921 acres and forced the evacuation of more than 30,000 people as authorities grapple with a fast-moving inferno that has burned thousands of acres in the nation's most populous county.
Harris shares the home -- a four-bedroom, 3,505-square foot property in a tony Los Angeles neighborhood -- with Second Gentleman Doug Emhoff. The home was purchased by Emhoff for $2.7 million in 2012.
The real estate makes up a significant portion of the couple's net worth, estimated by Forbes to be about $8 million. Most of that comes from the value of the home, which Forbes estimated at $4.4 million.
Harris, who has been in Washington this week, put out a statement about the fire on Tuesday night, pledging federal resources and urging local residents to "evacuate immediately if told to do so."
Given the location of the fire, the admonition applied to her closest neighbors, who have had to leave their houses and belongings behind.
"As a proud daughter of California, I know the damage that wildfires have on our neighbors and communities," Harris said in the statement. "I also know that the impact is often felt long after the fire is contained."
The Palisades Fire is not the first wildfire to threaten Harris's home. In October 2019, the house was in the evacuation zone for the Getty Fire, which burned more than 700 acres.
The current wildfires burning through Los Angeles County appear to be much larger and more intense than the 2019 blaze. President Joe Biden, who aides said is being regularly briefed on the situation, was in Los Angeles County this week on a scheduled trip. The wildfire's impact could be seen from the Santa Monica neighborhood where Biden spent the night.
In a statement on Tuesday, he pledged to help reimburse California for the cost of fighting the fire.
"My Administration will do everything it can to support the response," he said.
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The Samoan card game sweeping the Commanders locker room
Shuffle up and learn Suipi, the game that has helped the playoff-bound team build its bond off the field this season.
By Sam Fortier | 2025-01-09

Suipi Commanders (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post;iStock)


During the dog days of training camp, when they had more time at the facility than they knew what to do with, Marcus Mariota suggested the Washington Commanders quarterbacks play a round of an old Samoan card game called Suipi (pronounced "sweepy").
Using a standard deck, Mariota lay four cards face up in the middle of the table and dealt six cards to each of the four players. The goal, he explained, was "matching and adding" -- for him and his partner to capture the most points by building stacks of cards.
The players caught on quickly. Growing up, Jayden Daniels played lots of games with his family, including Pit, which simulated a stock exchange, and during his predraft training, he and a friend had battled over the board game Sequence. The Commanders QBs split into teams -- Daniels and Mariota vs. third-stringer Jeff Driskel and undrafted rookie Sam Hartman -- and got into heated battles.
"Once the quarterback room learned it, it really kind of caught fire," Mariota remembered. "Guys kept asking, 'Hey, what game are you guys playing?'"

Backup quarterback Marcus Mariota started the Suipi craze during training camp. Quarterbacks coach Tavita Pritchard, who played growing up, initially got boxed out. (John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


Over the next four months, Suipi swept through the facility. Most of the roster learned how to play, and games popped up in the locker room, lounge and sauna. Several players said tight end Zach Ertz is one of the team's most prolific competitors -- he's involved in multiple series with multiple partners, including left guard Nick Allegretti -- and during a practice week, many players will "get out of meetings and be like, 'You want to play Suipi?'" defensive tackle Sheldon Day said. Those games can last for an hour or three after work.
Suipi, therefore, is a small symbol of how everything has changed for this playoff-bound franchise over the past year -- an example of the camaraderie of this team, which the players often refer to as "the brotherhood."
In past seasons, defensive tackle Daron Payne said, there would be "like one, two or three guys" who would stick around after practice to hang out. "Now, it's like the whole locker room," he said.
"Guys want to be around," Mariota said. "They want to work hard for each other, and obviously everyone's got family, and they got things they got to do, but even just little things like playing cards bring the team closer together. I'm a firm believer that when you have a close team, you find ways to win."
There is not much about the history of Suipi online. (The Centre for Samoan Studies did not reply to an email for this story.) Explainers acknowledge the rules can vary by family. Three Commanders of Samoan descent -- Mariota, linebacker Frankie Luvu and quarterbacks coach Tavita Pritchard -- grew up playing it with friends and elders. "It's just something that's been passed [down]," Luvu said, adding, "Every Polynesian probably knows how to play. ... If you see [a deck of] cards, it's like, 'Oh, let's play Suipi.'"
Unfortunately for Pritchard, who helped Mariota teach the quarterbacks, the most popular version of the game is for four players.
"Since we have four quarterbacks, [I] got iced out," he said with mock indignation.
While learning, other parts of Samoan culture rubbed off on the team. Some players now refer to teammates other than Luvu -- whose nickname is "Uce" -- as "uce," which is Samoan slang for "brother." "I learned it from uce," undrafted rookie tight end Colson Yankoff said, meaning Mariota.
The first time Day saw teammates playing, he thought it was one of the card games common across the league, such as Tonk, Bourre or Spades.
"Then they was like, 'Nah, uce, we're playing Suipi," he said. "I'm like, swee -- what?"
Suipi is similar to an American game called Casino, and as rookie tight end Ben Sinnott has learned: "If you have a hand good enough to sweep the board clean, then it's a 'Suipi,' which is an extra point."
In late September, the Commanders upset the Cincinnati Bengals on a Monday night and flew directly to Arizona for a week of practice ahead of a game against the Cardinals. The players used the surplus of free time to play more Suipi. "We were still really new as a group together, and so I thought spending a whole week [together in Arizona was] ... a step in the right direction," Coach Dan Quinn said.
Luvu said he had never played Suipi with the Carolina Panthers or the New York Jets, where he spent the first six years of his career, and that he called his family to tell them how the game had caught on with the Commanders. "They're like, 'That's dope!'" he said.
Over his first 11 seasons in the NFL, Ertz said he seldom played cards in the locker room. "I don't like betting money," he explained. But he likes Suipi because it's low stakes, fast-paced, competitive and "good fellowship."
"That's the beauty of Suipi," Driskel agreed. "You never play for [money] -- just the love of the game."

Linebacker Frankie Luvu was so excited Suipi caught on with the Commanders that he called his family to tell them. (Nick Wass/AP)


Now, Ertz and Allegretti battle Luvu and Mariota before practice every Wednesday and Thursday, and Ertz plays with the tight ends every night before a game.
"It gets competitive," Sinnott said. "If Zach doesn't win, he's like --" Sinnott made an angry face.
"Zach and I tend to err on [the aggressive] side, so we crush [Sinnott and John Bates] or get beat," Yankoff said. "There's, like, no close ones. But it makes it really fun."
After a while, new players liked to test their skills by playing Mariota or Luvu one-on-one -- because together, opponents allege, Mariota and Luvu sometimes cheat by communicating in a language they don't understand.
"We're teaching them how to count in Samoan," Mariota said, grinning.
The quarterbacks play three times per week. If the football game is on Sunday, Driskel said, they play once Saturday morning and twice Saturday night. About halfway through the year, they started keeping an all-time score, and according to Mariota, he and Daniels fell into a 7-2 hole that they've slowly, steadily turned into a 15-14 lead.
"You can put that out there," Mariota told a reporter, hinting at the competitiveness between the players. Daniels said: "I think I'm up there as one of the top players."
Yankoff also claims a positive record, and when a reporter pointed out every player said they win more than they lose, he conceded "That doesn't add up."
In recent weeks, some players have gravitated toward dominoes. It's the latest evolution for a locker room that started the year by playing ping pong and beanbag toss. Some players still say the most fun game they've played was when, on a preseason plane ride, they tried What's Your Bid, the board game punter Tress Way invented in 2017. (Surprisingly, Way doesn't play Suipi; teammates mostly play during his busy times, he said.)
Late in the season, the stakes of the most intense games have gotten a little higher. Mariota and Luvu are up 11-9 in the series against Ertz and Allegretti, Ertz said, and they agreed at some point that the losers would treat the winners to dinner. Even though Ertz never liked to gamble on cards, he doesn't seem to mind this bet -- which gets at the bigger picture.
"Guys just like being around each other," Ertz said. "It's just another way to get together, hang out and not really focus on football but just continue to bond. I've been in a lot of locker rooms [where] guys are immediately out the door whenever the day is over, or they're doing their own thing throughout the day. But here I feel like guys are always trying to be together. You walk in on off days and guys are playing cards or playing dominoes and really just hanging out. It's a testament to the people that they brought in."
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As pressure roils the NFL, the Commanders are playing with house money
For the Washington Commanders, this season of zero burdens doesn't have to end any time soon, but it can't be repeated.
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-01-09

"When I got here, I never used the word 'rebuild.' I thought there was a recalibration that would take place," Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said. (Gareth Patterson/AP)


As a Sunday night, prime-time, marquee matchup in the NFL playoffs approaches, remember not just that it hasn't been like this around Washington in a long, long time. Remember that it won't be like this for a long, long time to come.
Think of it this way: Whatever happens in the Commanders' first-round playoff game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, it's difficult to imagine a Washington football fan waking up Monday morning in abject depression. What used to be a permanent, unavoidable state is now easily staved off.
Could the Bucs blow out the Commanders? Maybe. Might the Commanders lose a close one late? Absolutely.
But even if either of those possibilities becomes reality, the view from dawn Monday wouldn't be doom. It would have to be, "Doesn't the future look bright?"
These times are fleeting. This is the House Money Season, the Season of Zero Burdens. Enjoy.
"I can recognize that maybe externally there weren't expectations," Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday, before Washington's second playoff game in nine seasons. "That's understandable. I think when I got here, I never used the word 'rebuild.' I thought there was a recalibration that would take place."
The recalibration has happened with the roster, which is the primary reason the Commanders somehow -- and this is still stunning to see in print -- went from 4-13 to 12-5 in a calendar year. But the recalibration also encompasses the energy around the entire operation.
Quinn is in his first year as coach. He works for Adam Peters, in his first year as general manager. It is the first season in which still-new owner Josh Harris was able to put his own front office in place. Collectively, they selected Jayden Daniels to be the quarterback for this year and so many years beyond.
Beat the Bucs? Lose to the Bucs? Those four men will still have keys to headquarters in Ashburn come training camp. They are still at the very beginning of this process.
So for this group, circumstances will never be like this again. If there are more playoff appearances in Daniels's future -- and there will be -- they will come with pulls and pressures different from the present. Take a look around the NFC field the Commanders will have to negotiate.
The Detroit Lions are the top seed. The Detroit Lions have never been the top seed. House money for them -- particularly because they have even fewer playoff appearances this century (five) than Washington (six)?
No way. The Lions are in the fourth season of Coach Dan Campbell's attitude overhaul. They reached the NFC championship game a year ago, built a 24-7 halftime lead against San Francisco -- and blew it.
The Lions have pressure.
Philadelphia? You mean the Eagles who won 12 of their final 13 games to cruise to the NFC East title and land as the second seed?
Uh, well. That's surely one view an optimistic WIP caller might take. Another? This is still the same coach and the same quarterback who lost five of six to implode last season, then got their doors blown off at Tampa Bay in the playoffs.
The Eagles might play in the City of Brotherly Love. They definitely play in the City of Glass-Half-Empty Evaluations. Imagine if Nick Sirianni and Jalen Hurts turn in a clunker and lose at home to seventh-seeded Green Bay?
The Eagles have pressure.
The Packers? Maybe the Packers are playing free and easy, still in the incubation period for quarterback Jordan Love. Except for a franchise that knows only quarterback stability -- Brett Favre, Aaron Rodgers and Love are the only players with more than 10 starts at quarterback for Green Bay since 1992 -- there are expectations baked-in.
The Packers aren't in the playoffs for the first time in a long time, a la Washington. The Packers are in the playoffs for the 13th time in 16 seasons. If the Eagles beat them badly, the reaction across the frozen tundra isn't likely to be, "You betcha we'll get 'em next year," It'll almost certainly be, "How come we haven't been to the Super Bowl since February 2011?"
The Packers have pressure.
Minnesota? There's a full-on hex in Minnesota. Generations ago, the problem was the Vikings would get to the Super Bowl and lose -- four times in eight years from 1970 to 1977. What a problem to have! The Vikings haven't been back since. Doesn't matter the coach or the quarterback. That's a group of gorillas ganged up on their backs.
The circumstances are particularly acute this season. With the conference's top seed on the line Sunday night in Detroit, the Vikings were essentially outclassed by the Lions. Quarterback Sam Darnold, the drifter in the midst of a career year, is either a placeholder for injured rookie J.J. McCarthy or the answer going forward. Lose Monday night in Southern California to the Los Angeles Rams, and a season that began 14-2 will end with a pair of massive thuds -- and no clarity behind center headed into 2025.
The Vikings -- always -- have pressure.
The Rams? The Bucs? Division champs without the burden of real expectations, both because of their flawed rosters and uneven seasons, but also because each has won a Super Bowl within the past five years.
And yet as the Bucs needed to come from behind to beat lowly New Orleans and get into the playoffs last weekend, it wasn't crazy to question the future of Coach Todd Bowles. And, shoot, every time a Rams season ends these days, people wonder whether Coach Sean McVay -- still a few weeks shy of his 39th birthday -- wants to do this anymore.
The AFC is littered with situations in which a loss would make fans ask existential questions. What if Buffalo, Baltimore or Pittsburgh loses this weekend -- one of which is guaranteed, because the Ravens and Steelers play each other? Maybe the masses wouldn't come for Sean McDermott, John Harbaugh or Mike Tomlin. But with no Super Bowl appearances among them over the past dozen seasons, there would certainly be an element of, "Are we doing this again?"
That's not the case in Washington.
"It's an opportunity for guys to get that feeling, to know what it feels like," running back Brian Robinson Jr. said. "We don't ever want to lose that feeling."
Whatever happens Sunday night in Tampa, that first-time feeling will be lost, and it'll be nobody's fault. Take advantage of the opportunity. Max it out. Win a game or two or more. The House Money Season can last as long as the Commanders will it to. It just can't be repeated in the future.
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