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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Senate holds confirmation hearings for Treasury, EPA, other Trump Cabinet posts
        Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Brianna Tucker, Justine McDaniel

        The Senate is holding more confirmation hearings for President-elect Donald Trump's Cabinet picks ahead of his return to office on Monday.

      

      
        DeSantis picks Florida attorney general to replace Marco Rubio in Senate
        Hannah Knowles, Lori Rozsa

        Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday said he would appoint Ashley Moody, his state's attorney general, to replace Marco Rubio in the Senate.

      

      
        Kash Patel has vowed retribution. As FBI director, he could do it.
        Perry Stein, Mark Berman, Ellen Nakashima

        While some Republicans have hailed the pick, Donald Trump's choice of Kash Patel to lead the FBI has raised alarm among many national security veterans.

      

      
        Biden warns of the rise of a new American 'oligarchy'
        Toluse Olorunnipa, Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        From the White House he will soon cede to Trump, Biden likens the current crop of tech moguls to the "robber barons" of the 19th century.

      

      
        Ukraine hawk removed from House intelligence role, reportedly at Trump's request
        Maegan Vazquez

        The move by Speaker Mike Johnson provides the latest evidence of a changing posture more favorable to Russia under Donald Trump.

      

      
        Biden touts accomplishments, warns of 'oligarchy' in farewell address
        Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Michael Birnbaum, Mark Berman, Jeremy Roebuck, John Hudson, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Abigail Hauslohner

        President Joe Biden will give a farewell address to the nation, ahead of his term ending and President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration next week.

      

      
        As Biden exits the stage, Democrats are uncharacteristically quiet
        Paul Kane

        After three years of touting their historic record together, congressional Democrats have fallen silent on Joe Biden's legacy in his final days in office.

      

      
        Pentagon inspector general faults Austin for hospitalization secrecy
        Dan Lamothe

        The investigation details exasperation among key aides to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin as he refused to disclose the extent of his medical crisis last year.

      

      
        Biden and Trump jockey for credit in Israel-Hamas hostage deal
        Hannah Knowles, Toluse Olorunnipa, Karen DeYoung

        Their dealmaking cooperation represents an unusual moment in the polarized world of U.S. politics. But it did not stop both Trump and Biden from touting their respective roles.

      

      
        Trump's threat to place conditions on fire aid outrages Democrats
        Hannah Knowles, Maeve Reston, Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro

        Withholding natural disaster aid to force policy changes is unusual and would mark a major escalation in Republicans' feuds with blue states.

      

      
        Rubio details what Trump's 'America First' foreign policy will entail
        Abigail Hauslohner, Michael Birnbaum, John Hudson

        Sen. Marco Rubio, Donald Trump's pick for secretary of state, is widely expected to win Senate confirmation to the post.

      

      
        AG pick Bondi says no 'enemies list,' won't rule out probes of Trump foes
        Jeremy Roebuck, Mark Berman

        Pam Bondi, Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, sidestepped questions during her confirmation hearing about his threats to prosecute adversaries.

      

      
        House GOP members slam Martin O'Malley over telework contract
        Emily Davies

        Days after Trump was elected, O'Malley signed an agreement extending telework in the Social Security Administration through 2029.

      

      
        Supreme Court seems likely to allow Texas law requiring age verification to access porn
        Justin Jouvenal

        The justices appeared skeptical of a challenge to the law brought by an adult-content industry group, producers of pornographic material and a porn actress.

      

      
        4 takeaways from Pam Bondi's confirmation hearing
        Aaron Blake

        She walked a very fine line on election denial and Trump prosecuting his enemies.
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Live updates: Senate holds confirmation hearings for Treasury, EPA, other Trump Cabinet posts
The Senate is holding more confirmation hearings for President-elect Donald Trump's Cabinet picks ahead of his return to office on Monday.
By Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Brianna Tucker, Justine McDaniel, Dino Grandoni, Michael Birnbaum, Jeff Stein, Rachel Siegel, Jeremy Roebuck, Maxine Joselow, Hannah Knowles, Lori Rozsa, Marianne LeVine, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Meryl Kornfield, Patrick Svitek, Jacob Bogage, Faiz Siddiqui, Paul Kane, Perry Stein, Mark Berman, Ellen Nakashima, Toluse Olorunnipa, Karen DeYoung, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2025-01-16
The Senate is continuing to move briskly to hold confirmation hearings for key posts in President-elect Donald Trump's incoming administration, including Scott Bessent for treasury secretary and Lee Zeldin to lead the Environmental Protection Agency. Bessent called extending the 2017 Republican tax cuts "the single-most important economic issue of the day." Zeldin pledged support for career EPA staff and acknowledged climate change is real. Committees are also hearing Thursday from Doug Burgum for interior secretary and Scott Turner for housing secretary. And outside witnesses offered thoughts on Pam Bondi for attorney general, after her testimony Wednesday.
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DeSantis picks Florida attorney general to replace Marco Rubio in Senate 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday said he would appoint Ashley Moody, his state's attorney general, to replace Marco Rubio in the Senate.
By Hannah Knowles, Lori Rozsa | 2025-01-16

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) listens as Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody speaks during a news conference in West Palm Beach, Florida, on Sept. 17. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) on Thursday said he would appoint Ashley Moody, his state's attorney general, to replace Marco Rubio in the Senate, elevating a close ally.
Moody, 49, was elected to the state attorney general's office in 2018, the same year DeSantis won the governor's mansion, and has been a vocal defender of DeSantis's policies and actions. President-elect Donald Trump is nominating Rubio for secretary of state, creating an opening for DeSantis to fill until an election in 2026.
DeSantis cast Moody as a staunch ally of Trump's agenda and praised her as someone with a record of opposing undocumented immigration, "woke ideology" and the policies of President Joe Biden.
"She has stood strong time and time again," DeSantis said at a news conference in Orlando.
Moody was considered the favorite to replace Rubio. Trump and his allies had advocated for Trump's daughter-in-law, Lara Trump, who co-chaired the Republican National Committee this past election cycle -- putting DeSantis in an awkward position. But DeSantis continued to signal interest in other candidates, and Trump said publicly last month that he did not expect DeSantis to pick her. Lara Trump said Dec. 21 that she was removing her name from consideration.
Moody previously worked as a federal prosecutor in Florida and became the youngest judge in Florida when she won election to the Circuit Court in Hillsborough County. She is a fifth-generation Floridian whose father and late grandfather also served as judges.
Moody criticized "unelected bureaucrats" and "out-of-control federal agencies" in her own remarks and said she will support Trump and billionaire Elon Musk's "Department of Government Efficiency" initiative. She said she was excited to "shrink the bloat" of the federal government, echoing DeSantis's statements that his pick must be committed to spending cuts.
"I will not let the citizens of Florida down, and I will not let my country down," Moody said. She praised DeSantis's leadership of Florida and finished her speech with Trump's motto: "America first, let's get it done."
As state attorney general, Moody has aligned closely with DeSantis. Her office recently sued to keep an abortion rights amendment off the Florida ballot in November, and she also defended the state's use of taxpayer dollars to advertise against the measure. The amendment, which DeSantis also opposed, was defeated. Moody also supported DeSantis's controversial moves to use state funds to fly undocumented immigrants from Texas to Martha's Vineyard and California to make a political point about immigration.
In 2020, Moody backed a lawsuit filed by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton to block the election results after President Joe Biden defeated Trump.
At Thursday's news conference, DeSantis noted Moody's support for his agenda, calling her a defender of "law and order" and noting her role in DeSantis's removal of a Democratic prosecutor. In 2022, DeSantis suspended State Attorney Andrew Warren, a Democrat, and replaced him with Suzy Lopez, a Republican.
"She has stood with us every step of the way," DeSantis said.
Moody's office filed a motion to shield DeSantis from being compelled to testify in a lawsuit Warren filed to get his job back. A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit recently dismissed the case, declaring it was moot because Lopez defeated Warren in the November election.
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Kash Patel has vowed retribution. As FBI director, he could do it.
While some Republicans have hailed the pick, Donald Trump's choice of Kash Patel to lead the FBI has raised alarm among many national security veterans.
By Perry Stein, Mark Berman, Ellen Nakashima | 2025-01-16

Kash Patel, Donald Trump's pick to lead the FBI, heads to a meeting at the Dirksen Senate Office Building in December. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


If Kash Patel has his way, he has written, the FBI's top ranks will be fired. The bureau's headquarters in downtown Washington will be emptied out and shuttered, and its authority will be "dramatically limited and refocused," he wrote in his 2023 book.
President-elect Donald Trump's choice of Patel to lead the FBI has set off spasms of alarm among many national security veterans, law enforcement officials and others who have worked with him. The former prosecutor and national security aide appears to have secured the support of at least some key Republican senators, but critics say Patel lacks the record and temperament needed to run the country's premier law enforcement agency. They point to his lack of experience as well as his history of remarks attacking Trump opponents and threatening to punish perceived foes.
"The idea that he is going to become the FBI director is appalling," said Charles Kupperman, who was deputy national security adviser in the previous Trump White House while Patel worked as an aide to the National Security Council. "His legal career is modest at best. His ideas are ludicrous."
Patel's record is light on managing a large workforce and heavy on bombastic rhetoric and fervent loyalty to Trump, according to a review of his published writing and interviews with more than 20 people who have worked with him over the years. He also has at times overstated his achievements.
His detractors, some of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss information they were not authorized to disclose, said they fear Patel would weaponize an agency with sweeping powers and misuse sensitive intelligence.
Some Republicans have hailed the pick, however, saying that if confirmed Patel would bring needed changes to an agency they think has become too politicized. Trump, for one, called him "the most qualified" person ever tapped to lead the FBI. Sen. Markwayne Mullin (R-Oklahoma) said: "If you're going to clean up the FBI ... Kash is the perfect person."
Pam Bondi, Trump's pick for attorney general, has also backed Patel for the FBI job. During the first day of Bondi's confirmation hearing Wednesday on Capitol Hill, Democratic senators repeatedly grilled her about the FBI nominee.
"I have known Kash, and I believe that Kash is the right person at this time for this job," Bondi said. She also highlighted the chain of command.
"Mr. Patel would fall under me and the Department of Justice," Bondi said, adding that she would make sure "all laws are followed, and so will he."
Robert O'Brien, Trump's last national security adviser, said in an interview that Patel had laudable accomplishments -- including working to win the release of Americans held hostage overseas -- "but never made a big deal about it."
"Kash Patel has served in key national security positions throughout the government," Trump transition spokesman Alex Pfeiffer said in a statement. "Kash won an award from the DOJ for his efforts as a terrorism prosecutor in the National Security Division. He is beyond qualified to lead the FBI and will make a fantastic Director."
Since Trump announced his intent to have Patel lead the FBI, neither man has publicly detailed their plans for the bureau or outlined how, as director, Patel might try to reshape it. Patel's book and public comments offer some detail about possible changes -- including his desire to expel the FBI's leaders and close down its headquarters -- and more could emerge when Patel is questioned during his confirmation hearings.
In meetings with senators ahead of his confirmation hearings, Patel said he wants to increase FBI partnerships with local and state law enforcement throughout the country, according to a person familiar with those conversations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door sessions. He has also emphasized the need for increased transparency, as some senators have complained their requests for information from the bureau frequently go unanswered, this person said.
The bureau was run for decades by J. Edgar Hoover, whose tenure was marked by abuses of power and harassment. After his death, Congress passed a law limiting FBI directors to no more than 10 years on the job, a period that could insulate them from the political shifts spurred by presidential elections.
Patel would lead an organization with more than 30,000 employees, more than 400 offices across the country and dozens more around the world. He would succeed Christopher A. Wray, who Trump picked to lead the bureau in 2017 -- after firing the director at the time, James B. Comey, over his role in the investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 election.
Trump soured on Wray, too. He weighed firing him during his first term and then, after winning the 2024 election, announced plans to install Patel, effectively telling Wray to quit or be fired. Wray announced last month that he would step down at the end of the Biden administration.
Before taking over the bureau, Wray and former FBI director Robert S. Mueller III had both led the Justice Department's criminal division of more than 600 lawyers, a job that entails coordinating with U.S. attorney's offices around the country. Comey held a top Justice Department role and led the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York, which handles some of the highest-profile national security cases in the country.

Kash Patel, President-elect Donald Trump's pick to run the FBI, has in the past called for criminal investigations of individuals involved in Trump probes.


Patel would bring a different resume to the director's office. Over the past two decades, he moved from working as an assistant public defender to serving as a Justice Department prosecutor, congressional committee staffer, White House aide and Pentagon staffer. He became deeply entwined with Trump's world, serving as a close ally and an assiduous public critic of those investigating and prosecuting Trump and other perceived antagonists.
Patel has bristled in the past at suggestions that he was not experienced enough for top jobs in government. William P. Barr threatened to resign when Trump considered making Patel deputy FBI director during his first White House term, Barr wrote in his memoir. Patel was not qualified, the former attorney general wrote, and would be picked "over my dead body."
In his own book, "Government Gangsters," Patel wrote that he had worked in the government for 15 years and was the same age Barr had been when named attorney general. (Before holding that post, Barr worked in top Justice Department jobs, including as deputy attorney general, the department's No. 2 position.)
The book includes a list of dozens of former and current government officials who Patel describes as corrupt or disloyal and calls "Members of the Executive Branch Deep State." He declared that Wray was "corrupt," depicted the bureau as profoundly politicized and said it was "directed against the political opponents of the ruling class."

Patel, left, arrives for a meeting with Sen. Markwayne Mullen (R-Oklahoma) at the Hart Senate Office Building in December. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Several people familiar with Patel said his comments about the bureau suggest little understanding of how it operates. They expressed concern about him wielding control over investigative decisions and having access to immense amounts of sensitive intelligence.
The bureau is charged with everything from gathering evidence in investigations to deploying counterterrorism teams and tracking foreign spies on U.S. soil. Justice Department prosecutors assess evidence gathered by the FBI to decide whether to seek indictments, which happens in a small percentage of cases. After the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, the agency's work shifted to focus more on national security, terrorism and intelligence-related matters, in addition to high-profile domestic crime.
"The director is going to have access to the most sensitive intelligence in the United States just like any other principal," said Chris Costa, a former counterterrorism expert at the National Security Council who spent more than three decades working in intelligence at the Defense Department and now directs the International Spy Museum. He did not speak directly about Patel.
Rep. Jim Himes of Connecticut, the top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, said Patel's allegiance to Trump could mean he defers to the president when other FBI directors have maintained their independence. Wray and his predecessor both oversaw Trump-related investigations and probes into Democratic and Republican politicians.
"Donald Trump is going to get what I think he wants, which is total control over the prosecutorial apparatus," Himes said.

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray walks into a secure information area before a closed-door meeting on Capitol Hill in September. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


Patel's government career began in the public defender's office in Miami, where he landed after a lucrative job at a prestigious law firm did not materialize, according to his book. Bennett Brummer, who served as the elected local public defender in Miami for more than three decades and ran the office when Patel was hired, said colleagues from the time remember him as unremarkable.
"If he were trouble, we would know," Brummer said. "If he were exceptionally talented, somebody would've commented on that."
Todd Michaels, who worked with Patel in that office, described him as "very much a part of the team. He was a very good lawyer ... not afraid to try a case. Represented his clients well. Had a charm about him that played well with juries and was good on his feet."
From there, Patel moved to the federal public defender's office in Miami and then to Washington, working as a counterterrorism attorney in the Justice Department's national security division (NSD).
"He was just a mid-level employee who did what he was asked to do," one former NSD official said. "He's exaggerated what he did, but the work he did was fine."
One area where Patel appears to have amplified his record, this official and others said, was the federal prosecution of the ringleader of the 2012 attack on the diplomatic compound in Benghazi, Libya. The assault killed four Americans, including the U.S. ambassador.
The case was handled by the local U.S. attorney's office in Washington and the FBI. Patel wrote in his book that he was "leading the prosecution's efforts" at the Justice Department headquarters in Washington and coordinating multiple teams.
The counterterrorism section in which Patel worked was not in the lead, according to the former NSD official. "He didn't make any prosecutorial decisions," this person said. Instead, Patel "was one of several line attorneys" supporting the U.S. attorney's office.
Patel showed little respect for the chain of command, operating above his level of knowledge, according to two people familiar with the case. He left the Benghazi team after less than a year, when complaints reached senior officials in both the U.S. attorney's office and the NSD, according to former colleagues.
Patel's career then began shifting toward Trump. In the spring of 2017, Patel moved to Congress and worked for Rep. Devin Nunes (R-California), then the chairman of the House Intelligence Committee. He co-authored a 2018 memo accusing the FBI of abusing its surveillance authority to monitor a former Trump campaign adviser.
The FBI denounced the memo. The Justice Department inspector general in 2019 found "serious" mistakes in applications to wiretap former campaign aide Carter Page but concluded that the bureau had acted without political bias in opening an investigation into potential links between Russia and the 2016 Trump campaign.
In his book, Patel wrote that he resisted working on the Hill, but agreed once Nunes pledged to "do everything he could to get me a job at the National Security Council (NSC) -- a dream job of mine." After Republicans lost control of the House, Nunes urged Trump's White House to hire Patel to the council.
John Bolton, who was national security adviser at the time, resisted the effort, Patel wrote in his book. But Nunes kept pushing, and eventually Trump intervened and made it happen.
"I didn't think he was qualified," Bolton said in an interview. "He demonstrated no policy aptitude at all. I was forced to hire him."
Kupperman described a 2019 meeting in the Oval Office where Patel was sitting next to the president and Trump said he wanted to expand his portfolio to ensure White House personnel were "completely loyal to the administration."
At the time, Kupperman was Bolton's deputy. He said he and others at the meeting voiced opposition to the idea, and it was eventually dropped.
In an interview with Trump last month, NBC's Kristen Welker asked the incoming president whether he would direct Patel to launch investigations into perceived enemies. "No," Trump said. "I mean, he's going to do what he thinks is right."
Welker followed up, asking whether Patel might think such investigations were the right thing to do.
"If they think that somebody was dishonest or crooked or a corrupt politician," came Trump's answer, "I think he probably has an obligation to do it."
Spencer S. Hsu contributed to this report.
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Biden warns of the rise of a new American 'oligarchy' 
From the White House he will soon cede to Trump, Biden likens the current crop of tech moguls to the "robber barons" of the 19th century.
By Toluse Olorunnipa, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2025-01-16

In his farewell address from the Oval Office on Jan. 15, President Joe Biden warned that a "dangerous" concentration of wealth and power was forming in the U.S.


President Joe Biden used his final address from the Oval Office to deliver a somber warning about the threat posed by the "dangerous concentration of power" in the hands of wealthy and well-connected individuals, a thinly veiled reference to billionaire technology executives who have been increasingly signaling their desire to work closely with President-elect Donald Trump.
"Today, an oligarchy is taking shape in America of extreme wealth, power and influence that literally threatens our entire democracy, our basic rights and freedoms, and a fair shot for everyone to get ahead," Biden said during his farewell speech, days before he steps down from a four-year presidency and a lifetime in public office. "We see the consequences all across America, and we've seen it before."
Biden likened the current crop of tech moguls to the "robber barons" of the 19th century, men like John D. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie. Recalling President Dwight D. Eisenhower's farewell address warning about the military-industrial complex, Biden decried a "tech-industrial complex that could pose real dangers to our country."
The stark comparisons underscored how a president who has often heralded the "possibilities" afforded by America and proclaimed himself an enduring optimist is ending a 50-year career in public service with deep concerns that the nation's promise is being eroded by its wealthiest citizens. Biden spoke from a storied location that in five days is to be occupied by Biden's major political adversary, a man he has described as a threat to democracy and unfit for the presidency.
Tech executives have been visiting and dining with Trump at his Mar-a-Lago estate and donating millions to his inaugural committee. Tech moguls Jeff Bezos, Elon Musk and Mark Zuckerberg are planning to attend Trump's inauguration Monday, with prime seating on the dais that illustrates deepening ties between the nation's top technology leaders and the incoming administration. (Bezos, the founder of Amazon, owns The Washington Post.)
Biden's speech capped a career in which he experienced tragedy and triumph while scaling the heights of political power. His dark tone aligned with the humbling note on which Biden's career is ending, as his political nemesis surges back into power and pledges to take a wrecking ball to much of Biden's legacy.
The president had originally planned to deliver this address in 2029 at the end of a second term in office. But at age 82, he faced persistent questions about his physical strength and mental acuity, concerns that ultimately prompted fellow Democrats to force him to end his reelection bid, only to see his chosen successor, Vice President Kamala Harris, lose decisively to Trump.
Biden delivered the speech with images of his family, including his deceased son, Beau, behind him. His voice at times sounded raspy and he stumbled over a few words, but he largely delivered a forceful farewell with stern warnings for the future.
He suggested that artificial intelligence could "spawn new threats to our rights, our way of life, to our privacy." He lamented the "crumbling" of a free press. He warned that social media companies have given up on trying to verify the information they distribute, a reference to Zuckerberg's recent decision to end fact-checking on Facebook and Instagram.
"The truth is smothered by lies told for power and for profit," he said.

President Joe Biden delivers his farewell address to the nation from the Oval Office on Wednesday evening. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Senate has begun holding confirmation hearings for officials Trump has selected to fill his Cabinet, which is slated to be the wealthiest group of presidential advisers in modern history.
Still, Biden aimed to balance the warning with a sense of optimism. He recalled how he went from being a child with stutter to becoming the country's youngest senator and then eventually vice president to the nation's first Black president. Biden has cast his ascent to the presidency, an office he spent decades pursuing, as a uniquely American tale of opportunity and resilience.
"That's the magic of America," he said.
While several presidents have delivered parting speeches from the White House, the setting was more staid than the arena-like atmosphere of former president Barack Obama's farewell speech in 2017. Obama spoke to some 18,000 supporters at Chicago's McCormick Place Convention Center, encouraging them against despair, days before Trump was set to be sworn in, and reminding allies of what they had accomplished together.
Obama, too, warned against what he said were the dangers posed by an incoming Trump administration, in some ways prefiguring Biden's address Wednesday. "If every economic issue is framed as a struggle between a hardworking, White middle class and an undeserving minority, then workers of all shades will be left fighting for scraps while the wealthy withdraw further into their private enclaves," Obama said at the time.
Biden also used his speech to list some of his accomplishments, reminding viewers about the pandemic-ravaged economy he had inherited and his efforts to pull the country out of an economic and social morass in 2021. In addition to the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan, Biden touted the $1.2 trillion infrastructure law, a signature climate bill, and bipartisan wins on issues such as semiconductor manufacturing, veterans' health care and gun safety.
As Biden and his aides have done repeatedly in the weeks since Trump's victory, the president argued that the full benefits of his agenda will only be felt in the years and decades ahead, as new roads are paved and factories built. In some ways, the speech was designed to address tomorrow's historians as much as today's electorate.
"It will take time to feel the full impact of all we've done together," he said. "But the seeds are planted, and they'll grow and they'll bloom for decades to come."
Biden listed safeguards he said should be enacted against abuse of power by leaders of technology and government. He called for revisiting the tax code to make billionaires "pay their fair share," getting dark money out of politics, instituting term limits and ethical guardrails for the Supreme Court, and banning members of Congress from trading stocks.
In his most direct critique of Trump, whom he did not name, Biden suggested that the country needed a constitutional amendment to reverse a Supreme Court ruling that guaranteed broad immunity for official acts by a president. Trump had sought the immunity after being indicted in two federal cases, one for his alleged efforts to overturn the 2020 election and another for allegedly mishandling classified documents.
"We need to amend the Constitution to make clear that no president -- no president -- is immune from crimes that he or she commits while in office," Biden said, adding that a president's power "is not absolute, and it shouldn't be."
It is not clear how Biden's warnings will register with an electorate that soundly rejected his party in November. Leaving office with low approval ratings, Biden has had to grapple with the reality that despite his accomplishments, many Americans have chosen a sharply different direction.
In recent weeks, Biden has delivered legacy-focused speeches, praising his administration's record on the economy and foreign policy and suggesting that time will prove his doubters wrong.
Biden is the first president since Lyndon B. Johnson to step aside rather than seek a second full term, although the widespread dissatisfaction of fellow Democratic leaders left him little choice.
His remarks Wednesday in some ways echoed the parting words of Johnson, who also had an ambitious domestic agenda but struggled with low approval ratings. Johnson in his 1969 farewell address sought to paint a portrait of progress during his time in office, citing a strong economy, major legislative wins on social programs and advancements for people of color.
Biden spoke hours after his administration had helped broker a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas, ending months of painstaking negotiations. He began his remarks by hailing the agreement, which, if implemented, would reunite nearly three dozen Israeli hostages with their families and provide war-weary Palestinians a reprieve from deadly violence in the Gaza Strip.
"This plan was developed and negotiated by my team and will be largely implemented by the incoming administration," Biden said. "That's why I told my team to keep the incoming administration fully informed, because that's how it should be -- working together as Americans."
Biden's message offered a sharp contrast to the dystopian view that Trump presented of the country under Biden's stewardship. Trump, who is set to deliver his inaugural address Monday, has said Biden's presidency has been among the worst in history. He has strayed from the facts as he has described a nation overrun with criminal migrants, crumbling under runaway inflation and governed by vindictive bureaucrats.
Trump, who famously used his first inaugural speech to rail against "American carnage," has suggested his mission in a second term will be to undo many of the policies and programs Biden put in place.
While presidents have often used farewell remarks to speak to the challenges ahead, Biden was in the unique position of speaking days before the inauguration of a man he has long described as an existential threat to democracy.
"Trump looms heavily over this because November completely flipped the switch on how Biden's going to be viewed," said Tevi Troy, a presidential historian. "He was the dragon-slayer, the guy who defeated Trump ... and now he is the guy who let the dragon come back."
For all the warnings, Biden ended his speech on an optimistic note, suggesting he still had faith that America would live up to its promise.
"I still believe in the idea for which this nation stands, a nation where the strength of our institutions, and the character of our people, matter and must endure," he said. "Now it's your turn to stand guard."
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Ukraine hawk removed from House intelligence role, reportedly at Trump's request
The move by Speaker Mike Johnson provides the latest evidence of a changing posture more favorable to Russia under Donald Trump.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-01-16

Rep. Michael R. Turner (R-Ohio) speaks during a House Oversight Committee meeting on July 22. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has decided to remove Rep. Michael R. Turner (R-Ohio) as chair of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Johnson confirmed Wednesday.
The change in leadership to the closely watched and powerful committee provides the latest evidence of a likely shift in how Republicans will approach Russia's invasion of Ukraine during Donald Trump's second term in office and a GOP majority in both the House and the Senate.
Johnson told reporters Wednesday night that Turner "performed valiantly in a difficult time, under difficult circumstances" but said the committee needed a "fresh start" in the new Congress.
Turner -- an advocate for Ukraine funding who has at times been criticized by Republican skeptics of Ukraine in the House -- reportedly told CBS News that the speaker cited "concerns from Mar-a-Lago," Trump's primary residence in Florida, as the justification for his removal as chair.
But when asked by reporters Wednesday night whether Trump urged him to make the change to the committee, Johnson said: "This is not a President Trump decision. This is a House decision, and this is no slight whatsoever to our outgoing chairman. He did a great job."
Turner wrote on X on Wednesday night that he was "very proud to have served on the House Intelligence Committee and as its chairman."
"There are great members on the Committee, and I'm honored to have served with them," he wrote. "Under my leadership, we restored the integrity of the Committee and returned its mission to its core focus of national security. The threat from our adversaries is real and requires serious deliberations."
The speaker said Turner's replacement will be announced Thursday.
Turner was initially tapped to serve as the top Republican on the committee in January 2022, when the GOP was in the House minority. When Republicans took back the majority that November, he was kept on to serve as chairman of the committee beginning in 2023. Unlike most House panel leadership roles, the decision of who chairs the Intelligence Committee is at the speaker's discretion.
Roles on the committee are highly sought after. Members are granted access to some of the nation's most classified information and are charged with overseeing the spy agencies -- including the intelligence gathering within the FBI.
Last year, Johnson appointed Reps. Scott Perry (R-Pennsylvania) and Ronny Jackson (R-Texas), two Trump loyalists who denied the results of the 2020 election, to the committee. Reps. Michael Waltz (R-Florida), Trump's pick to serve as national security adviser, and Elise Stefanik (R-New York), the president-elect's choice to be the next U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, also currently sit on the committee.
Rep. Jim Himes (D-Connecticut), the top Democrat on the committee, told MSNBC earlier Wednesday, "If the speaker has in fact removed Michael R. Turner, I'm very, very concerned about who may replace him."
On the 2024 campaign trail, Trump vowed to bring an immediate end to the war in Ukraine but did not offer details about how he planned to do so. He also signaled privately that he would support a deal where Russia kept some captured territory, The Washington Post previously reported. More recently, Trump has said that his staff has been working to set up a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin. The Kremlin has signaled that Putin is open to a potential meeting.
Abigail Hauslohner contributed to this report.
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Biden touts accomplishments, warns of 'oligarchy' in farewell address
President Joe Biden will give a farewell address to the nation, ahead of his term ending and President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration next week.
By Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Michael Birnbaum, Mark Berman, Jeremy Roebuck, John Hudson, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Abigail Hauslohner, Jacqueline Alemany, Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles, Toluse Olorunnipa, Karen DeYoung, Warren P. Strobel, William Booth, Liz Goodwin, Kara Voght, Drew Harwell, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Aaron Blake, Patrick Svitek, Jacob Bogage, Ian Duncan, Lori Aratani, Clara Ence Morse, Jeff Stein, Evan Halper, Michael Kranish, Warren Strobel, Andrew Ackerman, Meryl Kornfield, Maxine Joselow, Emily Guskin, Maria Sacchetti, Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-01-16
President Joe Biden gave a farewell address to the nation from the Oval Office on Wednesday evening, ahead of his term ending next week. He discussed his administration's accomplishments while also warning of concerns he sees ahead for the country as a new administration comes to power. He cautioned against the "concentration of technology, power and wealth" and said that an oligarchy is forming. The speech came at the end of a busy day that saw Senate committees hold confirmation hearings for a half-dozen of President-elect Donald Trump's picks, including Sen. Marco Rubio to lead the State Department and Pam Bondi to serve as attorney general.
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As Biden exits the stage, Democrats are uncharacteristically quiet 
After three years of touting their historic record together, congressional Democrats have fallen silent on Joe Biden's legacy in his final days in office. 
By Paul Kane | 2025-01-16

President Joe Biden arrives to deliver his State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill in February 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Before a nearly empty chamber, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) paid tribute to a departing federal official whose presence is quietly vanishing from the Capitol: President Joe Biden.
In remarks Tuesday, Durbin praised Biden as a "source of hope and an author of history" and "one of the finest public servants" in American history. When the veteran lawmaker ended his six-minute speech, the Senate adjourned for a lunch break. No one else rose to applaud or back up his praise for Biden, as often happens in farewell tribute speeches.
Democrats are struggling with the meaning of Biden's legacy. They spent several years touting their shared legislative accomplishments as historic and embraced Biden's bid for a second term, yet many now blame his unpopularity for locking their party out of power in the new Washington.
Since early December, when tribute speeches poured forth almost daily for retiring senators, just two Democrats have taken to the Senate floor to salute Biden, according to a review of floor speeches.
Democrats on Capitol Hill genuinely liked Biden, having known him either through his 36 years in the Senate or eight years as vice president. Some of the newest lawmakers in Washington, who only got to know him as president, remained his most loyal when his candidacy crumbled in the wake of his June 27 debate performance against Trump.
Ask Democrats about his legacy, and they immediately rattle off some favorite policy success, but then they struggle to answer why voters did not give Biden or Vice President Kamala Harris, once she took the party's nomination, credit for those victories.
"You might not have predicted that Joe Biden was going to be the most effective president on climate action, but that's exactly what happened with the Inflation Reduction Act. So, for me, that's the unsung legacy of this administration," Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) said Tuesday.
"He is the first person to shift from a policy of consumerism that was leading to massive trade deficits and a hollowing-out of manufacturing, to say that we needed to build things in America again. We needed to be a nation of producers again," Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) said, citing the bipartisan 2022 legislation that is transforming the tech manufacturing sector.
When Biden withdrew from the presidential race July 21, Schatz issued a statement saying he was "the most consequential president of our lifetimes." Khanna, 48, defended Biden on national TV just hours before he withdrew as someone with a "bold vision" that could still defeat Trump.
Schatz, 52, blamed Biden's age for simply making it impossible to break through to younger voters despite implementing policies that hit squarely in their wheelhouse.
"I think the messenger matters. And I think it was very hard to make the case to young people that a leader had their back when our leader was many generations removed from them," he said in an interview Tuesday, citing Biden's work on labor organizing and consumer rights as achievements. "What they saw was a person that they couldn't relate to."
Khanna, 48, referenced a favorite liberal lion, the late Mario Cuomo, who spoke about campaigning in poetry and governing in prose. That duality was missing the past four years, Khanna suggested.
"I think we had the prose, but we were missing the poetry. I mean, we had to be out in these communities touting the economic revival," Khanna said.
The administration's pitch felt more like something delivered to academics rather than the stuff of Irish poetry that Biden loved to quote, Khanna said. "He needed more Irish poets around him in the White House."
But blaming Biden's age and cultural disconnect ignores the reality that Harris, more than two decades his junior, also failed to connect with those voters.
She boasted about being "brat" and delivered triumphal speeches before thousands of cheering fans, winning public endorsements from cultural icons like Beyonce and Taylor Swift.
Yet when the network exit polls finished tabulations, Harris, 60, received just 54 percent support from voters aged 18 to 29, down from Biden's 60 percent in 2020.
Trump, 78, got the largest share of the youth vote, 43 percent, for a GOP nominee since 2004.
Durbin, 80, chalked up the Democratic defeat to part of a global malaise. "Look across the world: You find incumbent governments of both political stripes losing elections, as we did here in November," he said in an interview after his speech praising Biden.
"We are dealing with economic forces and social forces that are powerful all across the world. And Joe Biden and Kamala Harris paid a price for that," he added.
That unknown X factor, to some degree, has left Democrats largely silent or unwilling to heap praise on an administration they consider to be the most successful since President Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law major civil rights legislation and Medicare.
The Biden legacy leaves an existential question for Democrats: Have voters tuned Washington out, or do they not care about accomplishments such as a massive infrastructure bill and lowering the cost of prescription drugs?
"He never gave up on the promise of our democracy, our nation and this institution in particular. The record of the bipartisan legislation that got passed under his leadership, I think, is striking and will stand the test of time," Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware) said in a Dec. 20 speech on the Senate floor.
That was the only other special tribute speech delivered for Biden from the Senate floor. Coons holds Biden's old Senate seat and is a family friend of the president. He sits in Biden's old desk on the Senate floor and, in his office, uses the desk Biden had as a senator and vice president. He's an admittedly biased observer.
Many Democrats have said that Biden should not have run for a second term and should have allowed a full primary to select a nominee, rather than the late baton-passing to Harris.
Durbin, who is not sure that would have made a difference, believes history will show that Biden should not have run.
"I believe Joe Biden sincerely felt that he could win reelection, as he had beaten Trump before. But having said that, sometimes we're our own worst critics. We don't see the real world. We see our world. And in this situation, he didn't see clearly what lies ahead," Durbin said.
Khanna, from the left flank of the party, faulted the Harris campaign for a play-it-safe strategy that did not make big policy promises for another Democratic term in the White House.
"It was too incremental, and it was not sufficiently understanding people's frustrations," he said.
Schatz said that it's pointless to define this administration's legacy, as previous one-term presidents such as Jimmy Carter and George H.W. Bush have been treated more favorably by historians than voters.
"We're too close to know, in time, because I think legacies of presidents get sorted over a matter of decades," he said.
With such little clarity on what went wrong, rather than soaring farewell tributes to Biden, most Democrats are focused on how to battle a second Trump term -- a contrast to how they treated Biden eight years ago when his tenure as vice president concluded. At that time, Coons organized a tribute day in which dozens of senators from both parties came to the floor and listened to speeches praising their old friend. Biden, in his capacity as president of the Senate, sat in the presiding officer chair and grew emotional during the tributes.
On Tuesday, as Durbin took up that role, the only other senator was Rick Scott (R-Florida), presiding over the debate. A few aides who run the Senate floor hovered about.
Even Durbin seemed to nod at the fact that the voters of today did not appreciate the outgoing president's accomplishments.
"When future generations hear the name Joe Biden," he said, "they'll think of the incredible growth, recovery and progress America has made under his leadership."
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Pentagon inspector general faults Austin for hospitalization secrecy
The investigation details exasperation among key aides to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin as he refused to disclose the extent of his medical crisis last year.
By Dan Lamothe | 2025-01-16

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin at Ramstein Air Base in Germany on Thursday. (Heiko Becker/Reuters)


The Pentagon's internal watchdog found that both Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks violated protocol in their handling of a medical crisis last year arising from Austin's prostate cancer treatment, according to an extensive report released Wednesday.
The inspector general's report, spanning close to 200 pages, faults Austin as the driving force behind an effort to keep his emergency hospitalization beginning Jan. 1, 2024, secret from President Joe Biden and other White House officials, and from Congress and the American public. Key officials and aides voiced exasperation to one another during the episode, saying that by concealing his incapacity they had failed in what his chief of staff at the time called a "big institutional responsibility," according to messages examined by investigators. Others -- including Hicks, who temporarily assumed Austin's duties without being informed of his grave condition -- were kept in the dark until Jan. 4, three days after his hospitalization.
Austin "can't just go totally dark on his staff," Kelly Magsamen, the chief of staff, wrote to an aide in one text message disclosed in the inspector general's report. "Please pass to him that we can't keep his hospitalization a secret forever." She later added, "He's not allowed to ghost us!"
Magsamen could not be reached for comment Wednesday.
The inspector general, Robert Storch, said in a statement that although the review found "no adverse consequences" to Defense Department operations, the handling of the situation still increased "risks to our national security."
Austin, now 71, was admitted to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center on Jan. 1, 2024, with "severe pain" after privately undergoing surgery for prostate cancer 10 days earlier. Austin withheld the severity of his setback from virtually everyone on his staff, the inspector general's report states, eventually telling Magsamen in a text message, "I don't want my health to be a media circus."
It was Jan. 4 when the White House was notified, and Jan. 5 when the Pentagon informed Congress and the public. A political firestorm ensued, with Democrats as well as Republicans upset they had been left in the dark. Some lawmakers, mostly Republicans, demanded Austin's resignation.
In all, Austin spent about 15 days in the hospital. Hicks stepped in to lead the agency for a handful of those of days while she was on vacation in Puerto Rico, with Austin later resuming his duties from his hospital room as he recuperated.
While the inspector general detailed Hicks's effort to glean information that had been withheld from her and others, the inspector general nonetheless assessed that she and Austin both were required to "immediately notify" congressional officials of Austin's vacancy but failed to do so. Though Hicks understood she had assumed the role of acting defense secretary in Austin's absence, it was not immediately disclosed to her that he was unable to fulfill his duties.
"While we acknowledge that Deputy Secretary Hicks had no knowledge of Secretary Austin's hospitalization on January 2 and did not realize at the time that she was serving as the Acting Secretary of Defense, there nonetheless was a requirement for her as the acting head of the DoD to make those immediate notifications," the report says.
Eric Pahon, a spokesman for Hicks, said defense officials made clear to the inspector general's office that they disagreed with the report's conclusion about what constitutes a timely notification. In a written response included with the report, Defense Department officials said the Federal Vacancies Reform Act lacks a "statutory definition" and noted that, outside of Austin's medical crisis, it might be weeks before the paperwork documenting such a handoff of responsibilities was transmitted from the Pentagon to Capitol Hill.
Defense officials have previously said that when Hicks was informed of the severity of the situation, she immediately sought for notifications to occur, including the release of a statement to the public.

Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks speaks in 2021 at the Pentagon. (Andrew Harnik/AP)


Senior defense officials said in a call with reporters after the report's release that Austin signed off on all of the inspector general's recommendations to avoid a similar situation in the future, and they portrayed what happened as a man struggling with his own mortality. This was a "very human response to a cancer diagnosis," one of the officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the Pentagon. They stressed that at no point was there a break in command and control of the U.S. military.
Austin previously apologized for his lack of judgment in how he handled the situation, saying in a news briefing after returning to work last year that the cancer diagnosis had been a "gut punch." The complications he developed included infections of the bladder and urinary tract, and he walked with a noticeable limp for months afterward.
"I want to be crystal clear: We did not handle this right. I did not handle this right," Austin said last year. "I should have told the president about my cancer diagnosis. I should have also told my team and the American public, and I take full responsibility. I apologize to my teammates and the American people."
The inspector general assessed that Austin's desire for privacy was "was well known by his staff and affected many of the events at issue in various ways." Not only did Austin decline to inform Hicks or his senior staff members about his medical appointments or cancer diagnosis, the report states, "he specifically told one junior staff member 'if anyone had any questions they're more than welcome to ask [me] directly,' an admonition not likely to foster further inquiry."
Austin informed only his personal security detail and a junior military aide that he was having medical treatment in December at Walter Reed, the report says, "and only his doctors knew that he was receiving treatment for prostate cancer and under general anesthesia."
A member of Austin's security detail told investigators that he would have notified Austin's aides of the defense secretary's initial hospitalization on Jan. 1 but Austin instructed him not to "tell anybody," the report says.
Lt. Gen. Ronald Clark, Austin's senior military assistant, disclosed Austin's hospitalization to Magsamen and Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, on Jan. 2. Two days later, Magsamen texted Clark and another military aide seeking more details to share with Hicks and Brown, according to the report.
Magsamen wrote in a text message later that day that "no one" at the White House was aware of Austin's predicament, saying that if he remained in intensive care and unavailable, "we have to be sure the appropriate leadership is tracking. I'm very uncomfortable with where we are right now."
Biden's aides were informed of Austin's absence later in the day. Magsamen told one military aide in a text message that White House officials were "pretty pissed" and that she was "taking ownership" of the situation.
Magsamen resigned in June 2024, after months of criticism. She had an illness during Austin's hospitalization that developed into pneumonia, but "nevertheless repeatedly sought information about Secretary Austin's status," the inspector general found. There was no "applicable standard" that required her, Clark "or others below them" to report Austin's hospitalization "when they did not know the seriousness of his condition and the staff was not successful in obtaining additional information about his condition," the report said.
The findings were released just days before the Biden administration is due to vacate Washington. A senior defense official referred questions about the timing to the inspector general's office. Mollie Halpern, a spokeswoman for the IG, said that her team's work is "independent and unbiased, so our reports are released when the teams complete the work."
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Biden and Trump jockey for credit in Israel-Hamas hostage deal
Their dealmaking cooperation represents an unusual moment in the polarized world of U.S. politics. But it did not stop both Trump and Biden from touting their respective roles.
By Hannah Knowles, Toluse Olorunnipa, Karen DeYoung | 2025-01-16

President-elect Donald Trump, and President Joe Biden, claimed credit for the breakthrough in negotiations that led to a Middle East ceasefire. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


President Joe Biden and President-elect Donald Trump jockeyed Wednesday for credit for a ceasefire and hostage-release deal between Hamas and Israel that Biden had long pursued and that came together days before Trump is set to retake the White House.
The Biden and Trump teams worked closely in the days leading up to the deal, talking daily and holding meetings in Qatar and Israel. Biden officials said a meeting Saturday between Trump's incoming Middle East envoy, Steve Witkoff, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was crucial to closing the deal, and Witkoff has called the Biden administration "the tip of the spear" in talks.
Their cooperation represents a highly unusual moment in the polarized world of U.S. politics, especially given the contentious history between the president and president-elect. But it did not stop both Trump and Biden from touting their respective roles.
Trump declared on social media that "the EPIC ceasefire agreement could have only happened as a result of our Historic Victory in November." The president-elect, who often boasts of his dealmaking prowess, had pushed for an agreement before his inauguration and threatened last week that "all hell will break out in the Middle East" if Israeli hostages were not returned by Inauguration Day, which is Monday.
Biden, speaking later from the White House, repeatedly noted that the agreement was very similar to the one he proposed in May.
"We got the world to endorse it," Biden said. "Secondly, it's America's support for Israel that helped them badly weaken Hamas and its backers and create the conditions for this deal." He said he told his team to make sure that he and Trump were "speaking with the same voice, because that's what American presidents do."
Asked Wednesday whom he expected to get the most credit for the deal -- "You or Trump?" one reporter queried -- the president demurred.
"Is that a joke?" he said, before turning to walk away.

On Jan. 15, President Joe Biden announced Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire deal that he introduced.


The issue of who gets credit for brokering a break in the 15-month conflict is a particularly personal one for Biden, who has been speaking to the history books as he prepares to end his 50-year career in public service on Monday. During the negotiations, Biden often grew frustrated with Netanyahu, who rebuffed U.S. admonitions about civilian casualties and at times seemed reluctant to approve a ceasefire.
The timing of the deal is unusual, coming less than a week before a U.S. presidential transition of power. It echoes the 1981 release of American hostages in Iran, who were held in Tehran for 444 days and whose plight hung over the failed reelection campaign of Democrat Jimmy Carter. The hostages were freed on Jan. 20, 1981, just as Republican Ronald Reagan took office.
Some in Biden's orbit felt that Netanyahu, who had cozied up to Trump during his first term, was aiming to give the Republican a leg up in the campaign by rejecting a ceasefire deal before the November election.
Trump aides and allies argued that it's evident that Trump's approach and imminent return made the difference.
"He made it clear and unambiguous that if the hostages were not released prior to his taking office, there would be hell to pay," said Matt Brooks, the CEO of the Republican Jewish Coalition.
Some Democrats also gave Trump credit. "This was Biden's deal, but as much as I hate to say it, he couldn't have done it without Trump -- not so much Trump's performative threats to Hamas, but his willingness to tell Bibi bluntly that the war had to end by Jan. 20," former Democratic congressman Tom Malinowski wrote on X.
Other groups -- such as the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) and the families of several American hostages in Gaza -- thanked both Biden and Trump in statements on the deal. Biden officials have emphasized the importance of working with the incoming administration, with one senior administration official calling the level of coordination with Witkoff "unprecedented."
But Biden officials pushed back on the idea that Trump drove the deal. Asked at a Wednesday briefing if he agreed that Trump deserves the credit, State Department spokesman Matthew Miller pushed back. "Not only do I not buy it, it's not what we've seen in the negotiations," he said.
Biden and his team have agonized over the situation in Gaza for over a year, struggling to balance a desire to show support for Israel with concerns over the plight of Palestinians, more than 46,700 of whom have been killed since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack, including more than 300 soldiers.
The conflict was a weight on Biden's reelection campaign, dividing Democrats: Activists branded him "Genocide Joe," and protesters sympathetic to Gaza regularly interrupted his rallies and White House events.
At the same time, pro-Israel groups and family members of hostages called on Biden to be more resolute in supporting a key ally and securing the release of American hostages held by Hamas.
Biden often responded to both groups by pointing to the efforts his administration was making to reach a ceasefire deal that would end the bombing of Gaza and allow for the release of several hostages. But negotiations repeatedly broke down until recently.
A diplomat briefed on the negotiations said Hamas's diminished position aided negotiations, in addition to Trump's influence, saying this was "the first time there has been real pressure on the Israeli side to accept a deal." The diplomat, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss closed-door talks, said the contours of the agreement suggest that Israeli negotiators offered concessions on issues that had previously impeded a breakthrough.
But a senior Biden administration official contested the idea that Trump's Inauguration Day ultimatum secured a conclusion to talks. The official said that while deadlines can be helpful, the "catalyst" for success was the defeat of Hezbollah, an Iran-backed militia; a ceasefire deal in Lebanon; and Hamas's "massive isolation."
Trump seized on Democrats' divisions on the campaign trail, often criticizing Biden as not backing Israel forcefully enough. At the same time, Trump courted Arab American voters who were angry at U.S. support for Israel -- a remarkable pivot for a candidate who once called for a "a total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States."
In remarks Wednesday, Biden referred to the ceasefire deal as the culmination of hundreds of days of diplomacy, calling it "one of the toughest negotiations I've ever experienced" and listing the efforts his administration has made over the past year to support Israel and degrade its regional foes.
International leaders bestowed credit on both sides for reaching a deal.
Both Brett McGurk, the Middle East director for Biden's National Security Council, and Witkoff were in the room Wednesday when Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani announced that an agreement had been reached. Mohammed gave them both credit for the historic milestone. "I really would like to thank both the envoys who are here with us in the last couple of days," he said. "And they played a vital role in reaching this moment."
Witkoff, Trump's Middle East envoy, emphasized the collaborative nature of the negotiations to reporters last week, as he said officials were "on the verge" of a deal. "No one has private authorship; we are totally outcome driven," Witkoff said, shortly before traveling to Doha.
But he made sure to cast Trump as the central player. "It's the president, his reputation, the things that he has said that, that are driving this negotiation," Witkoff said, standing next to Trump at the president-elect's Mar-a-Lago Club.
Biden is correct that the agreement announced Wednesday was identical in most respects to the proposal put on the table in May. That draft was built on the outlines of a U.S.-proposed deal reached in November 2023 that led to the release of about 100 hostages before collapsing in accusations of violations from both sides.
Over nearly 14 months of talks, McGurk was a near-constant presence in the region. CIA Director William J. Burns, a big gun who was brought in for moments when a deal seemed near, traveled 19 times to the region and Europe for negotiating sessions. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has made a dozen visits to the Middle East since the Hamas attacks that launched the war. White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin have visited at crucial moments, as well.
Biden can claim credit for a ceasefire in Lebanon between Hezbollah and Israel, negotiated by his special envoy, Amos Hochstein, that played a major role in leading to the Gaza ceasefire. That agreement, reached in late November, removed any hopes by Hamas that Hezbollah would come to its rescue. It brought an intensification of negotiations throughout December mediated by U.S., Qatari and Egyptian mediators.
Both Sullivan and Blinken made trips to the region in December. By the end of the month, as Hamas finally responded to demands to produce a full list of hostages it was holding, the talks accelerated into a final phase.
But there is little doubt that Trump's election -- and his threat that there would be "hell to pay" unless a deal was reached before his inauguration -- helped focus attention in Doha, the Qatari capital where the talks were held.
Biden administration officials have said they quickly began briefing Witkoff on the daily status of the negotiations, aware that they would be out of office when a deal, if reached, was implemented and would need buy-in from the incoming administration. Witkoff traveled several times to Doha and, in a session that administration officials described as crucial, met Saturday in Israel with Netanyahu.
Cat Zakrzewski, Susannah George and Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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Trump's threat to place conditions on fire aid outrages Democrats
Withholding natural disaster aid to force policy changes is unusual and would mark a major escalation in Republicans' feuds with blue states.
By Hannah Knowles, Maeve Reston, Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro | 2025-01-16

Firefighters work to put out a blaze at the Altadena Golf Course on Thursday. (Barbara Davidson for The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump's long-standing threats to place conditions on California wildfire aid are gaining traction with Republicans, looming over the government's response to the devastation in Los Angeles and infuriating Democratic leaders who said such actions would be unprecedented.
Some Republicans have suggested tying the aid to government funding or an increase in the debt ceiling, which Trump tried to pressure lawmakers to pass last month but struggled to sell to House Republicans. Others have suggested forcing California to change its water policies. Linking disaster funding to other priorities could increase the GOP's leverage -- but it could also backfire, with some Republicans already joining Democrats in condemning the threats.
Withholding natural disaster aid to force policy changes would mark a major escalation in the feud between national Republicans and leaders of Democratic-run cities and states. Recent hurricane funding for mostly GOP-led states passed Congress without any strings attached. Republican senators from two storm-ravaged states have pushed back on the idea of conditions for fire aid in Los Angeles.
But House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and other congressional Republicans said this week that federal help should have strings, while criticizing California's liberal policies and management of natural resources. Trump has spent the past week complaining about -- and misconstruing -- California's water policies, and he repeatedly threatened to withhold disaster aid on the campaign trail.
"We're going to take care of your water situation, and we'll force it down his throat," Trump said of California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) last fall during a rally in Coachella, California. "And we'll say: Gavin, if you don't do it, we're not giving you any of that fire money that we send you all the time for all the fire, forest fires that you have."
Compounding Democratic ire is the volume of misinformation that Trump and his allies are spreading to justify their stance. They have falsely claimed that Southern California lacks water because of poor policy decisions, but actually its reservoirs are full. Some have also unfavorably compared California's circumstances to those of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina in 2005, claiming that government could not have prevented disaster there, unlike in California. In fact, extensive research has shown that poor maintenance of New Orleans's levees contributed to catastrophic flooding.

President-elect Donald Trump arrives for a meeting with Republican governors at the Mar-a-Lago Club on Thursday in Palm Beach, Florida. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


Trump's transition team did not respond Tuesday when asked if he still believes the aid should come with conditions and if he would seek to change federal coverage of the fire costs. President Joe Biden has pledged to cover 100 percent of the initial disaster response costs for 180 days.
Rep. Salud Carbajal, a Democrat from Southern California, said in an interview that the push for aid with conditions is "unconscionable" and "sets a terrible precedent."
"When this happens in Florida again -- which it will happen; when it happens in the Carolinas; when it happens with tornadoes in Oklahoma or other places, we are going to provide them the aid that they need, because that is what Americans do," Carbajal said.
Some Republicans have been critical as well. John Kasich, a former Ohio governor and GOP presidential candidate, called it a "huge mistake" on Tuesday.
"Americans help Americans regardless of whether a state is red or blue," Kasich wrote on social media. "Brute politics is becoming a scourge on our country."
Sen. Rick Scott (R) of Florida -- a state hit hard by hurricanes last year -- told HuffPost that Congress should provide aid for California "the way we do everybody else." And Sen. Thom Tillis (R) of North Carolina said those pushing for conditions should "put themselves in the same position as people of western North Carolina," who are still recovering from last fall's Hurricane Helene.
House Democrats, many of whom represent California, are furious at the idea of any constraints. Democratic Caucus Chair and Californian Pete Aguilar said his party would not support disaster aid with conditions.
"Disaster aid for wildfire victims who have lost their homes and businesses shouldn't be used as a bargaining chip, no matter what state they live in," echoed Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nevada), who on Tuesday introduced a bill with Sen. Tim Sheehy (R-Montana) that would provide local governments with more resources to prevent and fight fires.
Johnson reiterated Tuesday that California fire relief may face extra scrutiny in the GOP-led Congress.
"The Americans there that are affected, you know, desperately need help. But you've also heard us talk about our concerns with the governance of California," Johnson said during his weekly news conference. "To the extent that there is complicity involved ... I think that's something that needs to be carefully regarded."

House Speaker Mike Johnson speaks to reporters in the Capitol on Thursday. (Caroline Gutman for The Washington Post)


It's not yet clear how or when Congress will address wildfire relief. Lawmakers are waiting to learn more about the cost of the fires, which are still largely uncontained and have killed more than 20 people.
Placing conditions on fire relief could be politically perilous for Republicans from California, many of whom represent competitive swing districts that determine the House majority. Two California Republicans, Reps. Ken Calvert and David G. Valadao, sit on the powerful House Appropriations Committee, responsible for cobbling together funding for the government and disasters.
Calvert -- who represents a district southeast of Los Angeles and has friends who lost homes -- suggested in a brief interview that he was interested in aid conditions.
"We probably want some safeguards that we can use to make sure things like this don't happen again," he said, after saying that Los Angeles "shouldn't have had this level of a disaster."
Valadao said in a statement that "once we know how much federal support California will require to rebuild, it is imperative we move as quickly as possible to deliver aid."
Trump's threat has haunted Newsom since the November election. It was one of the reasons the Democratic governor called an emergency special legislative session late last year to establish a multimillion-dollar legal fund to challenge any Trump administration moves.
When Biden immediately promised to reimburse 100 percent of California's fire response costs for six months, Newsom pointedly said that he did so without any "politics" or "kissing of the feet" -- a shot at Trump -- and said he hoped that attitude would prevail with the next administration.
Trump has not specifically threatened to alter Biden's aid pledge, but he has accused Newsom -- who antagonized him and was one of his most outspoken critics throughout the 2024 campaign -- of "incompetence."

A burned-out property frames the Pacific Ocean in the aftermath of the Palisades Fire on Tuesday in Malibu, California. (Ethan Swope/AP)


Newsom's office did not have an immediate comment Tuesday on what actions California would take if Trump tried to unravel Biden's funding pledge.
Keely Bosler, who served as the director of the California Department of Finance under both Newsom and former governor Jerry Brown, noted that while the federal government generally covers 75 percent of disaster relief to state and local governments, the president has discretion above that. In the course of a major recovery effort there are also constant negotiations between state and federal officials about what specific costs the Federal Emergency Management Agency will cover, she said.
"What I think Governor Newsom and others are going to be worried about is that difference between the 75 percent and the 100 percent, because the 100 percent is really at the discretion of the president," Bosler said. Still, she said, "it would be a pretty big deal to come in midstream and change that decision."
Before the fires broke out last week, Newsom proposed that the state set aside $4.5 billion in the 2025-2026 fiscal year budget in its Special Fund for Economic Uncertainties, more than in previous years. He said the additional dollars would be intended to provide flexibility "so that we have a posture, if we need to, to push back against those assaults" from Trump.
On Monday, Newsom proposed that California lawmakers should commit to providing at least $2.5 billion in funding for Los Angeles, calling the proposal part of a "Marshall Plan" to help the city rebuild.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, second from right, and Democratic Sen. Alex Padilla of California, right, watch firefighting efforts against the Palisades Fire in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Jan. 8. (Allison Dinner/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


When asked how California would respond to any effort by the Trump administration to reverse Biden's disaster aid decisions, a spokesperson for California Attorney General Rob Bonta's office said, "We are committed to protecting California's people, values, and resources, and we won't hesitate to take action if we believe the president-elect has violated the law."
One irony of the dispute is that California is a donor state to federal coffers, sending more money to Washington that it receives in return -- one of only a handful of states for which that is true.
Trump's fixation on California's water policy has frustrated experts who say it has nothing to do with the fires raging around Los Angeles. In social media posts last week, Trump suggested that Newsom is depriving the region of water and noted that some fire hydrants had run dry.
"Governor Gavin Newscum should immediately go to Northern California and open up the water main, and let the water flow into his dry, starving, burning State," Trump wrote in one post.
But Southern California's reservoirs are full -- even above historical averages, several experts told The Washington Post. Fire hydrants ran dry because demand was suddenly so high that the water supply, which relies on storage tanks and gravity, suffered a catastrophic drop in pressure, they said.
Plus, Los Angeles doesn't get its water from the Northern California systems Trump has focused on, said Brett Hartl, government affairs director at the Center for Biological Diversity. "There's no faucet that connects those things," Hartl said.
Marianne Levine contributed to this report.
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Rubio details what Trump's 'America First' foreign policy will entail
Sen. Marco Rubio, Donald Trump's pick for secretary of state, is widely expected to win Senate confirmation to the post.
By Abigail Hauslohner, Michael Birnbaum, John Hudson | 2025-01-16

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), President-elect Donald Trump's choice to become secretary of state, speaks with his Senate Foreign Relations Committee colleagues during a confirmation hearing Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The United States under a second Trump administration will stay committed to core allies such as Israel and Taiwan, pursue a more aggressive strategy to counter China, and take a more "realistic" approach to dealing with Ukraine, humanitarian aid and other global crises if they don't "advance U.S. interests," the president-elect's pick for secretary of state, Marco Rubio, told senators Wednesday.
Rubio, 53, the long-serving Republican senator from Florida who is widely expected to win Senate confirmation, used his hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to explain the incoming administration's vision for an "America First" foreign policy.
The hearing was noteworthy for its depth of policy discussion -- a sharp contrast with the contentious exchanges over sex and alcohol that characterized Tuesday's confirmation hearing for Trump's defense secretary pick -- and it offered a glimpse into Donald Trump's international priorities. More typically, the president-elect is prone to sharing such views with little context or detail over social media or in impromptu remarks to reporters.
China is "the most potent and dangerous near-peer adversary this nation has ever confronted," Rubio said, making clear that countering Beijing will be a key focus of the incoming administration -- and echoing a belief expressed by the Biden administration, which was to a certain degree diverted by the conflicts and crises in Ukraine and Gaza.
China dominates critical global supply chains. It is a competitor in science and technology, in global markets, and in political and military influence, Rubio said. It is wholly unlike the Soviet Union and other adversaries the United States has faced.
"When they write the book about the 21st century, there's going to be some chapters in there about [Russian President Vladimir] Putin. There's going to be some chapters in there about some of these other places," Rubio said. "But the bulk of that book about the 21st century will be not just about China but about the relationship between China and the United States, and what direction it went."
The Trump administration will seek to dictate the outcome by focusing the fight at home, he added, articulating Trump's desire to pull back on free trade agreements and return to a nation more focused on manufacturing.
"We have to rebuild our domestic industrial capacity, and we have to make sure that the United States is not reliant on any single other nation for any of our critical supply chains," Rubio said.
In Ukraine, where the Biden administration has spent billions of dollars to prop up Kyiv's fervent defense of its territory against Russia, it is time for America to be "realistic," Rubio said.
The conflict has become a "war of attrition," and the next administration should work quickly to achieve a ceasefire, he said. Both sides will ultimately have to make "concessions."
Rubio said the United States will continue its support for the NATO defense alliance. But he echoed the president-elect's demands that European countries will have to spend more money and suggested the United States should be "a backstop to aggression" in Europe rather than the bedrock of the continent's security.
And he signaled that America's purse strings would tighten in other ways. "Tragically, horrifying atrocities and unimaginable human suffering can be found on virtually every continent," he said. And, given America's values, "we will never be indifferent to the suffering of our fellow man."
"But ultimately, under President Trump, the top priority of the United States Department of State will be the United States," he continued. "American taxpayer dollars should only be spent to advance U.S. interests, and every penny should be scrutinized to ensure its sincerity and effectiveness."
In the Middle East, however, Washington's steadfast support for Israel would stay the course, he said. The administration would take a tough approach to Iran, and remain cautiously open to the swirl of changes in Syria, where new militant leaders swept to power last month.

Rubio on Wednesday approaches the Senate Foreign Relations Committee's chairman, Sen. James E. Risch (R-Idaho), and its top Democrat, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire). (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman James E. Risch (R-Idaho) briefly interrupted Rubio's hearing to share news that Israel and Hamas had reached a ceasefire deal -- a positive development that Rubio attributed to efforts made both by the Biden administration and by the Trump transition team.
If the deal holds, Trump will inherit the larger question of what the future holds for a Palestinian population and territory that have been partially decimated through 15 months of war with Israel. Rubio offered little insight into what the Trump administration would do.
He said he will continue to work toward a normalization deal between Saudi Arabia and Israel, an effort on which the Biden administration was focused before the Gaza war.
"There are opportunities available now in the Middle East that did not exist 90 days ago, whether it's what's happened in Lebanon, whether it's what's happened in Syria, whether it's what hopefully will happen with this ceasefire and the release of hostages after the horrifying detention and unjustifiable actions by Hamas, whether it's any of these things or all in combination," Rubio said.
"There are now factors at play in the Middle East," he added, "that I think we can build upon and may open the door to extraordinary and historic opportunities."
The most striking aspect of Rubio's hearing -- particularly in the wake of Tuesday's contentious hearing for Pete Hegseth, Trump's Pentagon pick -- was how civilized, polite, and downright friendly it was.
Democrats appeared relieved to be addressing a known quantity, a colleague with whom Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware) noted he has co-sponsored 60 bills over the years.
Rubio signaled early in his nomination process that he intended to serve as a loyal foot soldier for Trump, as a Cabinet secretary is tasked to serve the president.
But while Democrats said Wednesday that they appreciated the breadth of Rubio's foreign policy knowledge, and what many said they knew to be his moderate personal views, he struggled to answer the few questions that prodded at his willingness to take a stand against the president, if necessary.
He dodged the question of whether Trump's vast global business entanglements would conflict with Rubio's mission as secretary of State, and struggled to affirm that the State Department would maintain its authority in the face of Trump's various personal associates already deputized by the president-elect to serve as envoys.
"I just don't know that Marco is going to have much power," Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) said later.
"I thought he did a good job today of trying to shave the edges off of some of Trump's most irresponsible policies," Murphy added. But at the end of the day, Rubio will be implementing Trump's vision. "He's likely going to administer a policy of surrender" in Ukraine, Murphy said, and "a policy of constant belligerence towards our closest allies."
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AG pick Bondi says no 'enemies list,' won't rule out probes of Trump foes
Pam Bondi, Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, sidestepped questions during her confirmation hearing about his threats to prosecute adversaries.
By Jeremy Roebuck, Mark Berman | 2025-01-16

Pam Bondi, President-elect Donald Trump's choice for attorney general, listens Wednesday during her Senate Judiciary Committee confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Pam Bondi, President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, sought Wednesday to assure skeptical Democrats that she would not use the Justice Department to target the president-elect's political enemies.
But she repeatedly sidestepped questions during her confirmation hearing about his threats to prosecute specific adversaries -- including former special counsel Jack Smith and former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) -- and resisted pressure to explicitly state she was willing to defy the White House if it sought to interfere with investigations.
"There will never be an enemies list within the Department of Justice," Bondi told members of the Senate Judiciary Committee. "I will not politicize that office. I will not target people simply because of their political affiliation."
She vowed instead to eradicate what she called "the partisanship, the weaponization" of the department under Attorney General Merrick Garland -- a characterization frequently wielded by Trump and his Republican allies, even as Garland and his top deputies have kept their distance from the Biden White House and avoided politically oriented public statements.
"My overriding objective will be to return the Department of Justice to its core mission of keeping Americans safe and vigorously prosecuting criminals," Bondi said.
Bondi, a former Florida attorney general and the first woman to hold that job, was one of a half-dozen Trump nominees to face Senate confirmation hearings Wednesday.
Sen. Marco Rubio, a fellow Floridian and the president-elect's pick for secretary of state, received an unusually friendly welcome at his hearing before the Foreign Relations Committee, with colleagues from both parties praising his qualifications for that job.
Sean P. Duffy, Trump's choice for transportation secretary, and John Ratcliffe, picked for CIA director, receive praise at their hearings. Other selections who appeared before different Senate committees Wednesday were Chris Wright, Trump's choice for energy secretary, and Russell Vought, the president-elect's pick to head the Office of Management and Budget.
And while Bondi's more than five-hour grilling at times turned testy, it was less contentious than what had been expected had Trump's first pick for attorney general reached the confirmation stage. Former congressman Matt Gaetz, another Florida Republican, withdrew from consideration last year amid allegations of sexual impropriety, a House ethics investigation and concerns he could not secure the votes needed to be confirmed.
Bondi, a more conventional choice for the role of attorney general given her past law enforcement experience, remained largely composed as she sought to portray herself as an independent, crime-focused prosecutor.
Toward the end of the hearing, Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California), with whom Bondi had sparred over election denialism, acknowledged that there was little doubt she would become the nation's next attorney general.
"I know how to count," Padilla told her. "I know how to read tea leaves. It seems to me you're very, very, very, very likely to be confirmed."
There was far more skepticism expressed at the hearing about a different Trump selection: Kash Patel, the president-elect's pick to lead the FBI.
Patel has echoed Trump's calls for retribution against their perceived foes, and his selection has set off alarms among some former officials and many lawmakers. Again and again on Wednesday, Bondi was asked about Patel and whether she -- as attorney general -- would ensure that he did not become a personal enforcer for Trump as head of the nation's premier law enforcement agency.
"I have known Kash, and I believe that Kash is the right person at this time for this job," Bondi said. She emphasized the chain of command, noting that the FBI is part of the Justice Department, and insisted she would make sure "that all laws are followed, and so will he."
Bondi, who served as Florida's top prosecutor from 2011 until 2019, represented Trump during his first impeachment and has since emerged as one of his most reliable surrogates on cable TV.
Democrats repeatedly seized on a 2023 interview she did on Fox News, in which she assailed efforts to prosecute Trump and vowed that during the next Republican administration, "the prosecutors will be prosecuted, the bad ones. The investigators will be investigated."

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) brought up election denialism at former Florida attorney general Pam Bondi's U.S. attorney general confirmation hearing on Jan. 15.


Trump fired his first attorney general, Jeff Sessions, who had enraged him by recusing himself from the Justice Department's investigation into Russian interference during the 2016 presidential election. William P. Barr, who succeeded Sessions, also clashed with Trump over several issues, including Barr's public comments disputing Trump's claims of widespread election fraud in 2020.
Heading into his second administration, Trump has vowed to be even more involved in Justice Department decisions, calling for investigations into the prosecutors and lawmakers who probed his efforts to overturn the 2020 election results, and those involved in criminal cases related to his alleged mishandling of classified documents and obstruction of government efforts to retrieve them, and his falsification of business records in connection with a hush money payment in 2016.
Sen. Dick Durbin (Illinois), the Judiciary Committee's top Democrat, cited those comments in demanding a show of independence from Bondi.
"I need to know that you would tell the president 'No' if you're asked to do something that's wrong, illegal or unconstitutional," he said.
Bondi rejected the premise of a similar question from Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware) on how she would react if the White House were to pressure her to drop an investigation that was supported by career Justice Department staffers.
"Senator," Bondi responded, "if I thought that would happen, I would not be sitting here today. That will not happen."

Pam Bondi appears with Donald Trump at a news conference at Trump's golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey, in July 2021. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Bondi was more willing to engage with Republican anxieties over what Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), the committee's chairman, described as "rot infecting the Department of Justice."
"They targeted Donald Trump," Bondi said. "They went after him -- starting back in 2016, they targeted his campaign. They have launched countless investigations against him."
But she repeatedly avoided providing explicit answers to some questions, including whether she would acknowledge that Trump lost the 2020 presidential election. "Joe Biden is the president of the United States," she responded.
Bondi similarly refused to give a firm answer on whether she would advise Trump to pardon those convicted in connection with the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, including people who carried out violent assaults on police officers. She said she condemned "any violence" against law enforcement officials but added that she had not reviewed the files from those cases and would need to "look at each case and advise on a case-by-case basis."
Later in the hearing, when clemency came up again, Bondi used the question to shift gears and criticize Biden for his move last month to commute the sentences of 37 of the 40 people on federal death row, requiring them instead to serve life in prison without the possibility of parole.
Opponents of the death penalty had urged Biden to commute all 40 sentences, fearing that the incoming Trump administration would carry out federal executions that were halted because of a moratorium during Biden's term. During Trump's first stint in the White House, the Justice Department restarted federal executions and carried out 13 lethal injections before Biden took office.
"The pardons, the commutations that Joe Biden just made were abhorrent to me, absolutely abhorrent, taking people off death row," Bondi said.
One of her loudest critics during the proceeding -- Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California) -- used part of his time to look ahead to the incoming administration, telling Bondi that there may come a time when her loyalty to Trump clashes with her duties leading the Justice Department.
"What you do in that moment will define your attorney generalship," he said.
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House GOP members slam Martin O'Malley over telework contract
Days after Trump was elected, O'Malley signed an agreement extending telework in the Social Security Administration through 2029.
By Emily Davies | 2025-01-16

Social Security Administration Commissioner Martin O'Malley testifies on Capitol Hill in November. (Ben Curtis/AP)


House Republicans took aim at former Social Security Administration head Martin O'Malley on Wednesday for an agreement he inked allowing tens of thousands of his agency's employees to continue teleworking through 2029, asserting that he was trying to undercut the priorities of President-elect Trump's incoming administration.
The contract with one of the agency's powerful unions allows many employees to continue teleworking multiple days each week and permits 1.3 percent of the agency's workforce to stay fully remote. O'Malley, the former Maryland governor, signed the agreement weeks after the presidential election and soon before resigning from his year-long stint atop the beleaguered agency to run for chair of the Democratic National Committee, saying it resolved protracted union talks and saved the agency up to $10 million to $20 million.
"When you signed this agreement," Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Florida) said at a House Oversight Committee hearing, "did you do it purposefully to undermine President Trump on his way into the door?"
"I did what I did to better serve the American people," O'Malley said.
The issue of where and how federal employees can work has become a source of fierce debate in Washington, as Trump casts the government workforce as a broken, indolent bureaucracy, while Democrats defend it as the beating heart of democracy. The Wednesday hearing, the committee's first of the session, gave congressional Republicans a final chance to interrogate decisions made by President Joe Biden's appointees with Biden still in office. Democrats used the occasion to highlight how Trump's plans to cut the federal workforce would devastate the economy of the D.C. region.
Trump and the leaders of a newly formed commission, the "Department of Government Efficiency," run by businessmen Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, have made clear they want to make government smaller and to force federal workers back into the office, as some companies in the private sector have done. It is unclear exactly how the incoming administration will achieve that goal. After he takes office Monday, Trump can issue an executive order that requires nonunionized federal employees to return to the office. But his administration could face legal challenges in its bid to get the 56 percent of civil servants who are covered by collective bargaining contracts back working in person.
A number of GOP lawmakers have also introduced bills requiring chronically "absent" employees to show up in person for work.
For their part, Democrats defended telework as an important mechanism for recruiting and maintaining a competitive workforce and accused their Republican colleagues of exaggerating and distorting its implications for political gain.
"I do actually want to work on government efficiency," said Rep. Summer Lee (D-Pennsylvania). "But it is not efficient that we are probably going to do this same hearing five more times."
Republican lawmakers, including Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) and the committee's chairman, James Comer (R-Kentucky), accused O'Malley of subverting the desires of the electorate who chose Trump and allowing for an unproductive workforce. O'Malley, supported by lawmakers from his party, shot back with data that he says showed a 6.2 percent gain in productivity within the agency last year.
In one exchange, O'Malley and Rep. Glenn Grothman (R-Wisconsin) held up competing pictures of a Social Security Administration parking lot. O'Malley, who said he had increased some in-person work requirements during his time as commissioner, insisted there were more cars in the lot after he took over the agency. He blamed lack of congressional funding for problems at the Social Security Administration, including massive reductions in staffing as the number of customers ballooned.
In-person staffing has thinned in many field offices that offer walk-in service to the public, officials have previously acknowledged, but the agency says the at-home workers are processing retirement and disability benefit applications.
While disagreement raged about whether federal employees were productive or distracted while working from home, members of both parties found agreement on the importance of bringing more workers back to downtown Washington -- a priority championed by D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D).
Tom Davis, a former Republican congressman from Northern Virginia who now leads the Federal City Council, testified Wednesday that the pandemic-spurred shift toward remote work had forced hundreds of D.C.'s small businesses to close, triggered a crisis of declining commercial property values and reduced tax revenue, and threatened the region's public transit system and overall vibrancy.
"When the federal government sneezes," he said, "D.C. and the region catch a cold."
He advocated a "balanced approach that recognizes both the benefits of workplace flexibility and the essential role that in-person work plays."
Hanging over the hearing on telework were questions about how many people would soon be employed by the federal government and where they would be forced to live, as Musk and Ramaswamy have vowed to shrink the workforce and move parts of it outside of the D.C. region.
Reps. Gerry Connolly and Suhas Subramanyam, Democrats who represent tens of thousands of federal workers in Virginia, said following through on such promises would crater the local economy.
"Unfortunately, the Republican Party wants to make the federal workplace an inhospitable environment and drive workers away," said Connolly, the Oversight Committee's top Democrat, "regardless of how that hurts service to Americans."
Subramanyam also cautioned that characterizing teleworking employees as lazy could repel top talent.
"If you want to attract and retain great people," he said, "I don't think vilifying them is going to help."
Lisa Rein contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court seems likely to allow Texas law requiring age verification to access porn
The justices appeared skeptical of a challenge to the law brought by an adult-content industry group, producers of pornographic material and a porn actress. 
By Justin Jouvenal | 2025-01-16

The Supreme Court seemed likely on Wednesday to allow a Texas law requiring users to verify their age to access porn sites. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


The Supreme Court seemed likely on Wednesday to allow a Texas law requiring users to verify their age to access porn sites, the first major test of statutes in nearly 20 states aimed at protecting young people from lewd material that has become ever easier to access online in the age of smartphones and other devices.
The justices appeared skeptical of a challenge to the Texas law brought by an adult-content industry group, producers of pornographic material and a porn actress. The plaintiffs say the age-verification requirements chill the First Amendment rights of adults to access explicit content because users have to share identifying information that could be sold, misused or hacked.
In a high-profile protest, Pornhub, one of the world's most popular adult sites and a party represented in the challenge, has suspended service in nearly all the states that have passed age-verification laws -- essentially making the site inaccessible across a wide swath of the South.
Several justices indicated that the landscape of lewd content had shifted considerably in the two decades since the court last issued a major ruling dealing with pornography and suggested that may require a major rethinking of how such material is regulated. Still, the majority of the court seemed to be grasping for a narrower ruling that balances safeguards for children and adults' ability to access porn.
"We're in an entirely different world," Justice Clarence Thomas said. "Playboy was about squiggly lines on cable TV."
The Texas law requires age verification for any site where more than one-third of the content is sexual material "harmful to minors." Users must submit digital identification, a government-issued ID or other proof to show they are over 18. The law forbids sites from retaining that identifying information, but does allow them to transfer the data for verification purposes.
Another part of the law, which was blocked by a lower court, requires sites to post "sexual material health warnings" that make widely disputed claims that pornography is "potentially biologically addictive" and "proven to harm brain development."
Sites that violate the law face fines of up to $10,000 a day.
The porn industry plaintiffs, known as the Free Speech Coalition, sued to block the Texas law before it went into effect in 2023. Derek L. Shaffer, an attorney for the coalition, argued that a lower court ruling on the law could "open the door to an emerging wave of regulations that imperil free speech online."
Shaffer agreed young people should be blocked from accessing porn, but said there were far less onerous ways of doing that, such as educating parents to use content-filtering software. That assertion drew sharp pushback from several of the justices, notably Amy Coney Barrett, who referred to her own children.
"Kids can get online porn through gaming systems, tablets, phones, computers," Barrett said. "Let me just say that content-filtering for all those different devices, I can say from personal experience, is difficult to keep up with."
A federal court in Texas sided with the plaintiffs in the case, known as Free Speech Coalition v. Paxton, before a panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit partly reversed that ruling. The panel allowed the age-verification rules to go into effect while keeping the warning label requirements blocked. The coalition then asked the Supreme Court to block the age-verification law. The dispute over warning labels is not being considered by the high court.
The case turns on a technical question, but one with significant legal ramifications for the future of pornography and speech more broadly: What standard should courts use to evaluate the constitutionality of age-verification laws such as the one in Texas?
The Supreme Court has previously held that states are allowed to restrict minors' access to sexual materials, but any content-based limitations that might encumber adults' rights to free speech must undergo the law's most rigorous test. Strict scrutiny, as the test is known, requires the law to be narrowly tailored so it is the least restrictive means of advancing a compelling government interest. Most laws fail on that analysis, and the Free Speech Coalition said Texas's law would fail as well.
The coalition argues that the 5th Circuit erred when it departed from that precedent in allowing the age-verification part of Texas's law to take effect. Citing a 1968 high court ruling, the 5th Circuit used the most permissive legal standard, called rational basis review, which requires a law to have a legitimate purpose. Most laws that pass meet the rational basis review standard.
Texas argues the age-verification rules are sensible restrictions amid rising national concerns about effect of porn on young people.
The state's filings in the case cite research by a conservative pediatricians group that shows more than half of young people said they had seen porn by age 13 and that asserts porn can cause behavioral and psychological issues for children. A coalition of 24 states has filed a friend-of-the-court brief backing the Texas law.
"Age verification today, however, is simple, safe and common, including non-identifying means," said Aaron L. Nielson, the Texas solicitor general.
The Biden administration told the justices that it believes strict scrutiny is the proper standard the Texas law must meet. The Supreme Court should reverse the 5th Circuit's ruling and send the case back to the lower court for fresh analysis, Principal Deputy Solicitor General Brian H. Fletcher said during the argument.
That position seemed to be one most of the justices were gravitating toward. It would be a temporary setback for Texas, but it was clear there was little appetite for blocking Texas's law in the long run.
The Supreme Court is likely to rule by the summer.
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4 takeaways from Pam Bondi's confirmation hearing
She walked a very fine line on election denial and Trump prosecuting his enemies.
By Aaron Blake | 2025-01-15

President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, Pam Bondi, appears Wednesday at a Senate Judiciary Committee confirmation hearing. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump's pick for attorney general, former Florida attorney general Pam Bondi (R), is testifying Wednesday in her first of two scheduled confirmation hearings.
While Bondi isn't considered among the Trump nominees that the Republican-majority Senate is likely to reject, her testimony is being closely watched.
That's because attorneys general were central to several major controversies in Trump's first term -- with Trump often leaning on them to do controversial things -- and because Trump and his allies have spoken openly about the idea that his perceived foes should be prosecuted.
Below are some takeaways from Bondi's hearing.
A major subplot of Bondi's hearing is whether Trump will seek as president to target his political enemies -- something he has occasionally talked openly about and repeatedly attempted during his first term. The big question is what she might do about such an effort if she is leading the Justice Department. Would she go along with it? Would she resist it? And what are her own feelings on such prosecutions?
Trump has recently said members of the House Jan. 6 committee, for example, should be in jail. But he also indicated that he would defer to his attorney general.
Bondi herself talked in 2023 about how "prosecutors will be prosecuted -- the bad ones" and "the investigators will be investigated."
At the hearing, Bondi sought to downplay the idea of retribution, but she avoided some key questions.
She repeatedly talked around the question when Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) asked what she would do if Trump suggested she investigate one of his perceived enemies.
She initially responded by noting that Hirono had not met with her -- the first real testy moment of the hearing. When pressed again to respond, Bondi spoke broadly about restoring integrity to the Justice Department rather than giving a direct answer.
"I certainly have not heard the president say that," Bondi said. "But what I will tell you is, two-thirds of Americans have lost faith in the Department of Justice, and it's statements like that, I believe, that make people continue to lose faith.
"If I am confirmed as attorney general, it will be my job to not only keep America safe but restore integrity to that department."
Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware) also focused on the subject, asking what Bondi would do if Trump asked her to do something that was "outside the bounds of ethics or the law."
"I'll never speak on a hypothetical, especially one saying that the president would do something illegal," she replied.
But these questions aren't really that hypothetical. Trump repeatedly in his first term sought to get the Justice Department and the IRS to scrutinize his foes. He also talked about doing potentially illegal things. His former secretary of state Rex Tillerson said he had to talk Trump out of doing illegal things.
Bondi at another point assured senators, "There will never be an enemies list within the Department of Justice."
Bondi also said she hadn't discussed prosecuting President Joe Biden, Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California) or former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming) -- three people Trump has talked about prosecuting -- with Trump.
"No one will be prosecuted, investigated because they are a political opponent," Bondi added.
Interestingly, on the same subject, at least one Republican senator on the committee warned of the possibility of very real potential -- at least from prosecutors outside the federal government -- and cautioned against it.
"There are a lot of ambitious prosecutors in America, Democrat and Republican," Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) said. "And I'll bet you right now there's some prosecutor in a particular state thinking about, well, maybe I ought to file criminal charges against President Biden's inner circle for conspiring to conceal his mental decline.
"And that's the road we're headed down, and you've got to fix it, counselor."
One of the biggest personal issues looming over Bondi is her work to overturn the 2020 election results in Pennsylvania on Trump's behalf. As The Washington Post's Beth Reinhard reported this past month, that included echoing many of the baseless claims that Trump and fellow Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani were making.
Bondi walked a very fine line on election denial.
Bondi declined to say that Biden's win was legitimate, instead merely saying: "President Biden is the president of the United States. He was duly sworn in, and he is the president of the United States." When asked again later, she offered virtually the same answer.
That has become the stock Republican response these days -- saying Biden is president but not saying if he's a legitimate one -- because Trump still claims that the election was stolen. But it's still remarkable that an attorney general nominee wouldn't confirm Biden's legitimate 2020 election. There remains no evidence that the election was stolen, and claims to that effect have routinely failed in courts of law.
But very notably, Bondi soon showed she was willing to say whether an election result was legitimate -- at least when it came to Trump's 2024 win.
"President Trump left office and was overwhelmingly elected in 2024," she added.
And if you look closely, Bondi appeared to try to distance herself from the election challenges, at least somewhat. She said she did "accept" the 2020 election results. And while discussing her work in Pennsylvania, Bondi seemed to make a point to emphasize that she was serving as an "advocate" for Trump.
"What I can tell you is what I saw firsthand when I went to Pennsylvania as an advocate for the campaign," Bondi said, before repeating: "I was an advocate for the campaign. And I was on the ground in Pennsylvania, and I saw many things there."
The implication seemed to be that Bondi didn't necessarily believe these things but that, like all lawyers, she had a client she was serving.
In a later exchange, Bondi repeatedly avoided a yes-or-no answer when Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) asked whether she had actually found "any evidence of election fraud or irregularities in the 2020 election."
Bondi took exception when Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) suggested she was saying the things she needed to say to get confirmed.
"No, I don't," Bondi said. "I sit up here and speak the truth. I'm not going to sit up here and say anything that I need to say to get confirmed by this body. I don't have to say anything. I will answer the questions to the best of my ability and honestly."
But Bondi on more than one occasion clearly spun things in a favorable direction for herself and Trump.
She disputed a Democratic senator's premise that Trump called Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) and told him to, in the words of the Democratic senator, "find the votes to change the results of the election."
"Senator, I have not listened to the hour-long conversation, but it's my understanding that is not what he asked [Raffensperger] to do," Bondi said.
In fact, Trump repeatedly urged Raffensperger to find a number of votes that just so happened to align with his losing margin in Georgia, as The Post first reported at the time.
At another point, while talking about an "enemies list," she disputed that Trump's controversial pick for FBI director, Kash Patel, had one.
"Senator, to cut to the chase, you're clearly talking about Kash Patel," Bondi said when the issue was broached. "I don't believe he has an enemies list. He made a quote on TV, which I have not heard."
Patel in a 2023 book included an appendix of "Members of the Executive Branch Deep State" -- a list that included many Trump critics.
Whether you call it an enemies list or anything else, though, Patel has talked publicly about prosecuting several people who happen to appear in that appendix, as The Post's JM Rieger reported.
It wasn't just the testy exchange with Hirono or the corrective to Blumenthal. Despite her confirmation appearing likely and having motivation to play it safe, Bondi wasn't afraid to mix it up with Democrats on the committee. And some of the exchanges got quite heated.
Schiff peppered her with questions about whether she was aware of any factual basis to prosecute figures including Cheney and special counsel Jack Smith.
Bondi repeatedly dismissed it as a hypothetical -- even though Schiff was just asking her to reflect on what she knew about the situations -- and Bondi eventually suggested Schiff should focus on crime in California instead.
"We're all so worried about Liz Cheney, senator," Bondi began. "You know what we should be worried about? The crime rate in California right now is through the roof. Your robberies are 87 percent higher than the national average. That's what I want to focus on, senator."
When the other Democratic senator from California, Padilla, sought to quickly move through questions about election denial and birthright citizenship, Bondi objected to what she cast as Padilla not letting her speak.
"You pointed your finger at me and said you were speaking," Bondi said, as Padilla plowed ahead, believing she was avoiding his questions. "Let me answer my question. I'm not going to be bullied by you, Senator Padilla."
Padilla then asked Bondi to describe the citizenship clause of the 14th Amendment -- the one pertaining to birthright citizenship. He said he had given her a chance to "study it overnight."
Bondi shot back: "Senator, I'm here to answer your questions. I'm not here to do your homework and study for you."
"I look forward to, even given your remarks today, working with you and the people of California, if I am confirmed as the 87th attorney general of the United States of America," Bondi said. "I didn't take your homework assignment. I'm sorry. I was preparing for today."
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CNN's really, really dumb messages
In an ongoing trial, CNN is coming face to face with its own internal correspondence. 
By Erik Wemple | 2025-01-16

CNN Center in Atlanta in April 2022. (Mike Stewart/AP) 


CNN's Alex Marquardt sent a message to a colleague: "We gonna nail this Zachary Young mf---er." There were no dashes in the original.
Matthew Philips, an editor at CNN, replied, "Gonna hold you to that one cowboy!"
That exchange, from November 2021, is among the mainstays of an ongoing defamation trial, Young v. CNN, playing out in a state courtroom in Bay County, on the Florida panhandle. Zachary Young, a Navy veteran and security contractor who resides in Austria, sued the network over a story about Afghans struggling to exit the country following the frenetic and controversial U.S. pullout in August 2021. Young offered his services as a contractor to assist companies with extracting their people from the upheaval -- and he objected to the story's framing, which suggested shady or illegal dealings. A chyron that ran alongside the piece read, "AFGHANS TRYING TO FLEE TALIBAN FACE BLACK MARKETS, EXORBITANT FEES, NO GUARANTEE OF SAFETY OR SUCCESS."
The case is no Dominion Voting Systems v. Fox News. It concerns a single broadcast story and a web article, as opposed to weeks of false and distorted coverage. And it appears unlikely to tilt the First Amendment environment in which journalists now ply their trade. The proceedings, however, do take us right inside the sausage of CNN's multilayered review process for the Young story, where profanities reside -- many of them directed at the subject of a pending story. "We're not working in a church. We're in a newsroom," said Adam Levine, senior vice president of news and executive editorial director at CNN, in court testimony.
We know, we know: Newsrooms are raucous places, and sailor's lingo is common. But will a jury of northwestern Floridians see it that way? Or, to put it another way, how will the culture of CNN play with the culture of the Floribama shore?
Following the story, which was reported by Marquardt, Young's business has dried up and his personal life has nosedived, he claims. "I'm not the same person that my wife married," said Young on the stand last week. CNN's lawyers have countered that the segment -- and a related article -- drew on Young's own words, including messages posted on LinkedIn, and depicted the post-withdrawal crisis in Afghanistan. "They were tough but they were fair and they were accurate," said David L. Axelrod, an attorney representing CNN in the case. In 2022, CNN ran an on-air correction saying that its use of the term "black market" was an "error."
Roadblocks for those seeking to get out of Afghanistan were a popular topic among U.S. news organizations in the fall of 2021, with CNN and its competitors shedding light on the various efforts to carry out evacuations. According to evidence introduced at trial, a source of Marquardt's in mid-October sent him a message wondering whether he'd be interested in "a story about an American mercenary charging people $13 [to] 18k per head to get them out, and he is just dumping them in Islamabad and leaving?"
Yes! Marquardt launched an investigation into Young's business, an endeavor that included examining LinkedIn postings that Young had used to promote his services, along with messages with other LinkedIn users. One activist, for instance, questioned Young's business model, prompting him to write "f--- off" and to call her a "spiteful b----" on LinkedIn, according to messages shown at trial.
CNN journalists who reviewed a draft of Marquardt's story were privy to that exchange and other aspects of Young's spiel. Fuzz Hogan, a CNN editor who fact-checked the piece, received a message from a colleague expressing disbelief at an assurance that Young had provided to prospective clients. "Yeah, he's a s---," responded Hogan, according to a message introduced at trial. In his testimony, Hogan provided this explanation for his assessment: "We'd just seen the screenshot of him calling [inaudible] 'b---' and it looked like he was promising things, I think, including, if I recall, legal status, which didn't seem like a promise he could deliver on -- so it seemed like sh---y behavior," Hogan told the jury.
There's plenty more material of this sort. Katie Bo Lillis, a CNN national security reporter, called Young in internal communications a "sh--bag" and an "a---hole." Those assessments didn't spring from a vacuum: The first was a response to Marquardt's claim that he'd seen Young "shut down" evacuation seekers who didn't have a sponsor and money. "These are human beings," said Lillis on the stand. The second was a response to a message on LinkedIn in which Young said of trapped Afghans: "Have them run for the border themselves and see how far they get." That was "inhumane" and "cruel," concluded Lillis.
Michael Conte, a CNN producer, remarked in reference to Young, "what a punchable face," to which Marquardt responded, "right?" When asked in his deposition how he had reached that judgment about Young's face, Conte said, "probably the smirk and the sunglasses" in a photo.
And after Lillis wonders about the reliability of Young's claims, Marquardt responds as though speaking directly to the security contractor: "It's your funeral bucko" -- a quip that Marquardt, in his trial testimony, contextualized by saying that Young's reluctance to fully explain his business to CNN "would not reflect well on him."
Lillis's response: "HAHA bucko."
CNN declined to comment on its journalists' internal messages and its regime for training them on legal matters. It did issue this statement: "When all the facts come to light, we are confident we will have a verdict in our favor."
The network's internal chat logs now span two very different places.
Place No. 1 is a candid and freewheeling CNN newsroom, whose denizens apparently feel unconstrained in gossiping about pending stories. "I hear a lot of profanity at work," Conte said in his deposition. In a court filing, CNN acknowledged this "coarse and harsh language," though chalked it up to the industry: "Few things are more common in newsrooms than journalists using tough and indignant language to refer to persons whose misdeeds they believe they are in the process of exposing." The network also cited case law holding that stray newsroom language doesn't equate to malice.
Place No. 2 is Judge William Henry's Bay County courtroom. In a December order, Henry wrote: "While [CNN] downplays the 'coarse and harsh language,' which it previously referred to as 'journalistic bravado,' this type of evidence certainly presents sufficient evidence upon which a reasonable jury could find with convincing clarity that [CNN's] reporters acted with ill will, hostility or an evil intention to defame and injure Young or intended to personally harm him." For legal nerds: Young has been deemed a private figure by the court, meaning he doesn't need to meet the towering "actual malice" standard that public figures must meet; that standard, however, could figure into the damages dimension of the case if Young prevails.
In other words: Watch your Slack comments, journos. One spot you don't want to be is on the stand trying to explain away your dumb messages. One of Young's lawyers, for instance, asked Marquardt why he appeared to agree with Conte's conclusion that Young had a "punchable face." Marquardt replied, "I was just being agreeable."
Adding to the comedy, we now have iterations of "cowboy!" and "bucko" in the same trial. If I were CNN, I'd argue that any journalist who uses "bucko" -- a popular term on the 1970s sitcom "Happy Days" -- bears malice toward no one. "I just thought the word 'bucko' was funny, especially coming from Alex," said Lillis on the stand.
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Greenland does not want to be part of the U.S., but we are open for business
We welcome more American investments in our mineral sector.
By Naaja H. Nathanielsen | 2025-01-16

Nuuk, Greenland, on Sunday. (Sebastien Van Malleghem for The Washington Post)


Naaja H. Nathanielsen is minister of business, trade, mineral resources, justice and gender equality in the government of Greenland.
The past weeks have brought Greenland back into the spotlight. This attention provides an occasion to highlight business opportunities in our country. We are a highly skilled and rules-based market economy, and our strategic location is vital for North Atlantic maritime, aviation and space-based activities. We invite more American businesses to engage in the vast potential of our economy.
Rare earth elements are in abundance in Greenland and play a decisive role in the development of electric motors and components used in batteries and solar panels. Greenland possesses 39 of the 50 minerals that the United States has classified as critical to national security and economic stability. These minerals, which include rare earth elements as well as copper, zinc and nickel, are essential to modern technology.
Globally, the mining market for rare earth elements is dominated by China, which accounts for about two-thirds of the world's production. This dominance creates a strategic vulnerability for many countries. Greenland can be a solution to this problem by diversifying the sources of these minerals.
Greenland is part of the Kingdom of Denmark, but has its own government and parliament and full jurisdiction over our many natural resources. There exists a general political consensus in favor of developing our mineral sector. The one exception is the mining of uranium, which is banned by law. Bilateral and multilateral partnerships are essential for the further development of the country's many attractive mineral projects.
The big obstacle to development of Greenland's mineral resources is a lack of capital. Mining is slow business. The time frame from the early stages of exploration to the actual shipment of minerals can stretch over more than two decades, on average 16 years. This requires capital that is willing to commit to long-term investments at a high risk. At present, we are asking private investors to bear this burden alone. We must find solutions to bridge the gap between capital, political ambitions and industry needs. If not, we risk that the minerals stay in the ground.
So, Greenland is asking mineral-importing countries to lend these mining projects a helping hand, for our mutual benefit. We have joined an international collaboration between mineral importing and exporting countries that aims to ensure a stable and responsible supply of critical minerals. In this partnership, we have found the United States to be a constructive and supportive companion.
Greenland has been collaborating with the U.S. State Department for several years to provide new knowledge about our critical minerals. The latest agreement between our countries was signed in 2019, halfway through the first Trump administration. This agreement included a mapping campaign to investigate the potential for mining graphite; funds to carry out a direct marketing campaign aimed at relevant investors and major mining companies; and sharing know-how.
Greenland has high hopes of signing a new agreement with the United States as soon as possible. We are searching for ways to increase investments in our mining sector. Instruments such as direct investments, direct loans, loan guarantees or access to development banks would be of massive importance to help the projects get off the ground. Investments in infrastructure connected to the projects could also be of great value and help relieve some of the pressure in the first difficult years of a mining project's lifespan. Often a project will need roads and a harbor, as the seaways are our primary means of transportation.
At the moment, companies in Canada and Britain own the most mining licenses in Greenland. They each hold 23 licenses. The United States holds just one. I am sure this picture can change. There are existing, upcoming and as yet unknown possibilities available for investments.
As our prime minister has stated clearly, Greenland belongs to the people of Greenland. We do not want to be part of the United States. We are not Danes, nor Americans. But we see ample opportunities to make a deal that could benefit both of our countries. The potential for developing the Greenlandic economy is enormous. We have high environmental standards, we have sound regulations that include public hearings and local involvement, and we have an amazing geological resource. And we invite the United States to join us with much more business cooperation.
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Biden's farewell address, like his presidency, misunderstood his task
Biden was no FDR, but voters never wanted him to be one.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2025-01-16

President Joe Biden delivers a farewell address to the nation in the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Joe Biden had two messages to send America in his farewell address: His administration has been a historic success, and the country is on the verge of becoming an oligarchic dystopia. Oh, and the chief problem with this oligarchy is that it isn't active enough in telling the rest of us what's true and false. With such discordant themes, I can't fault him for tripping over his message this time.
There's a reason neither part of the speech tied together with the other, let alone with reality. Biden's speech, like his presidency, took its bearings from a nostalgic vision of the New Deal. On this understanding, the job of Democrats is to crusade against overbearing capitalists on behalf of the workers, who will then reward them with political success.
Like all forms of nostalgia, this one took liberties with the actual history: Franklin D. Roosevelt inaugurated a long free-trade era and opposed public-sector unions; Biden saw protectionism and those unions as part of his pro-worker mission.
But the parallel to FDR matched the scale of Biden's ambitions. Just two months into Biden's presidency, one breathless but well-sourced journalistic account held that it had "already been transformative, and he has many more giant plans teed up that could make Biden's New Deal the biggest change to governance in our lifetimes."
The election returns in 2020, which included small congressional majorities for  Democrats and a tighter presidential race than expected, should have made it obvious that the public wanted no such transformation and that none was going to be possible.
And so it turned out. By the standards of the New Deal tradition, Biden's successes were paltry. In his farewell speech, he said the rich should pay their fair share, a classic mantra of this tradition. But he is the first Democratic president in decades to have failed to raise the top income-tax rate.  Progressives spent years before his presidency building support for a $15 minimum wage. Biden endorsed it but became the first Democratic president since FDR not to see it increase. He didn't even mention the issue in his speech. The percentage of workers in a union continued to fall during his presidency.
When Biden did succeed in enacting his priorities, he didn't get the political payoff he sought. He won large spending initiatives on climate change and bent the law to forgive college debt, only to see young voters flee his party. Keeping his predecessor's tariffs and using subsidies to help manufacturing appears to have done nothing to stop  Democrats' collapse among working-class voters. To the extent his policies fueled inflation, they cost Biden support and his party votes.
A hoary progressive theory views cultural conflicts as a distraction from economics. If swing voters say they're mad about unchecked immigration or think it's crazy to let athletes with Y chromosomes compete in women's sports, Democrats don't need to moderate on those issues. They just need to change the subject to the greed of billionaires. Biden's speech, like his presidency, reflected the influence of that view: He had nothing to say about any of the issues that had actually dragged down his presidency. Blaming "misinformation," instead, is a way of evading the fact that most voters simply disagree with some of what Democrats stand for.
Biden referred to "the economic crisis that we inherited." The economy and employment were, in fact, growing rapidly when he took office, and inflation was subdued. But he frequently claims otherwise, both magnifying his achievements and positioning himself, once again, as the heir to Roosevelt.
Unlike Roosevelt, though, Biden did not meet any of the goals he set for himself. He did not transform the economy or humble  alleged oligarchs or restore the Democratic coalition or keep Donald Trump out of power. And even now, he can't see why the ideals of his youth are no longer working.
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Unhappy hour: Do we need to quit drinking?
Yes, alcohol increases your chances of getting cancer. So do many other things.
By Molly Roberts, Leana Wen, Drew Goins | 2025-01-16
It's "Dry January," and the surgeon general is warning people about the links between alcohol and cancer. But is it really so bad to have a few drinks at a weekly happy hour? On the latest episode of "Impromptu," opinions editor Drew Goins, contributing columnist and physician Leana S. Wen and columnist Molly Roberts weigh the pleasures and perils of drinking.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Drew Goins: I was going to ask, "What about the positive benefits of alcohol, which we see in terms of social capital -- all of these friendships that developed, the people who went up and asked out their future wife because they'd had a drink at the bar?"
But the more I thought about the question, the more I wondered: If I had been doing this podcast 40 years ago, would I have been saying, "Well, what about all the positive benefits of smoking? You met someone on a smoke break ..."
Do you think that a few decades from now, we're going to be in a place where we're thinking about alcohol the way we used to think about smoking?
Leana Wen: I don't think so. But I also say this as someone who enjoys alcohol. Not because it is mind-altering, but because I like the taste of alcohol, and specifically of wine. My husband and I both enjoy wine with some meals. We got married at a vineyard. We have friends who own vineyards.
I don't think that drinking alcohol, and drinking wine specifically, is good for your heart and that you need to be drinking a glass of wine every night. I think that is outdated. There's so much controversial data surrounding alcohol and heart protection that I just don't think it's worth it. And whatever benefit you might get from one glass of wine a night, even if it were to give you some small degree of cardio protection, it's outweighed by the potential cancer risk. So, no, I don't think we should be talking about the health benefits of alcohol.
But could it have social benefits? Could there be pleasure that one derives from drinking alcohol the way that you derive from eating cookies? Cookies are not essential for your health. But I also don't want to be telling my patients, "Stop eating cakes and cookies" if those are things they really enjoy.
Molly Roberts: I am now fully convinced that I don't need to have a glass of wine with dinner to improve my heart health. But I do think that accepting the occasional cocktail from my husband who loves to make them might be better for my relationship, and for my emotional health. I do think alcohol is just more interesting than cigarettes, not just because it's a social lubricant, but because there is a very real and vibrant culture around wine. And around cocktail-making, too.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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 Congestion pricing is about preserving freedom. Really.
The tolling initiative isn't about hurting commuters but helping the MTA -- and the miraculous car-free life it facilitates.
By Kate Cohen | 2025-01-16

A sign over the Henry Hudson Parkway announces that New York City's congestion pricing program is in effect. (Mike Segar/Reuters) 


Make a note for December's year-end roundups: A remarkable thing has happened in 2025. Yes, already. After 75 or 18 or five years, depending how you count, after a last-minute seven-month delay, and years after Singapore, Stockholm and London led the way, New York City has implemented congestion pricing.
Cars entering Manhattan below 60th Street pay a $9 toll during peak hours, once per day. Buses and trucks pay more; low-income drivers pay less; emergency vehicles, school buses and vehicles carrying people with disabilities pay nothing.
It's complicated enough to address some complaints -- you get a credit if you've already paid to enter the city via a tolled bridge or tunnel -- but simple enough to work.
"Work" in this case means two things: (1) reduce the congestion that plagues New York -- birthplace of the term "gridlock" -- where traffic crawls at a historically low 7 mph, by discouraging people from driving. And (2) use funds collected from undeterred drivers to repair, improve and expand New York's transit network.
Fewer cars, better public transport. Who could argue with that?
Donald Trump, for one. The governor of New Jersey for another. Also, the New York Post, the United Federation of Teachers, the Trucking Association of New York and assorted representatives from the suburbs surrounding New York. Rep. Mike Lawler, a Republican from commuter areas north of the city, shared a video of a toll sign being unveiled with the caption, "Imagine being such an a--hole as to celebrate screwing New Yorkers out of their hard-earned money just for the privilege to drive to work."
Imagine!
Look, I know this new toll is a burden to some and an inconvenience to many, and I know it will take some getting used to -- like cigarette taxes and paying for grocery bags (imagine!) -- but to the extent that it nudges people to ride rather than drive, I'm all for it. To me, "car-free" is one of the top freedoms, along with (and related to) "worry-free" and "debt-free." And that makes New York City the freest place in the country.
The other day, I was staring at the subway map on the platform of the F and M lines headed uptown and a man asked me, "Where are you trying to go?" I said, "Oh no, thank you, I was just marveling."
New York City has 423 separate subway stations. Parts of Manhattan and Brooklyn are so densely served by trains that it's like having a personal chauffeur trailing you as you walk down, say, 7th Avenue. "Would you like to rest your feet now?" the 1 train offers at 18th Street and, then, at 14th, it discreetly clears its throat again: "What about now?"
The city also includes its share of transport deserts; it would be hard to live on Staten Island or in parts of the Bronx without a car. And even in relatively well-served Manhattan, I had time to marvel at the subway map because ... my train was late.
But even in desperate need of the upkeep that congestion pricing will help fund, even though some aging trains and infrastructure are held together with "rubber bands and paper clips" and "chewing gum and twine," the New York public transit system is a wonder. Its subway cars run on 665 miles of track, 24 hours a day; 5,800 buses travel more than 300 different routes among the five boroughs. Six million passengers use it a day; half of all New Yorkers use it to get to work.
I remember visiting my cousins in Manhattan when I was a young teen. Though just a year or two older than I, they seemed impossibly grown-up. The source of their authority, I see in hindsight, was neither their school ties nor their easy chatter with the doorman. It was the Metropolitan Transit Authority, known simply as the MTA.
They rode the bus to school -- the city bus -- two city buses. They headed out every morning among strangers and got themselves where they needed to go, barely noticing this magical feat of independence.
Back home in Virginia, I got my driver's license when I turned 16 and relished my ability to park a 16-foot Buick, and the freedom from always asking for a ride. But those pleasures -- to me -- never matched my cousins' casual urban confidence, their tokens and their transfers, the transit map they carried in their heads.
I could drive a car, yes. But they could drive a city.
Of course, I recognize that, for now, "car-free" is possible in only a few places in the United States. As a country, we've gone all in for the automobile, subsidizing its costs, downplaying its dangers and romanticizing its virtues. Meanwhile, we've underfunded and undersupplied the infrastructure that would free citizens from the expenses of a car, insurance, gas and repairs; from accidents and pollution; from being trapped in place when we are old or disabled.
Is it too late to change? No -- not if we change our expectations.
New York's congestion pricing works if it reduces traffic, improves public transit and -- one more thing -- starts to feel normal. If other Americans see all that, they might start demanding their freedom, too.
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The content of King's character? It was ferocious.
He never suggested that his dream of a discrimination-free society should make us blind to the persistence of racism.
By Jonathan Eig | 2025-01-16
Jonathan Eig is the author of "King: A Life," winner of the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for biography.
The Martin Luther King Jr. federal holiday has been observed now for 39 years -- the same length as King's life.
At the time of the first celebration in 1986, M. Carl Holman, president of the National Urban Coalition, expressed concern that politicians might use the holiday to disguise their opposition to King's objectives, paying homage to the civil rights leader to provide cover for policies and beliefs they knew King would abhor. "Frankly," Holman said, "it's easier for a lot of people to honor Martin when he's safely dead and deal with him as if he were just a visionary, and not a practical and very pragmatic protester against the status quo."
It took less than a week for Holman's prediction to come true, as President Ronald Reagan delivered a radio address denying allegations that his administration sought to do away with affirmative action and weaken civil rights enforcement. "We want a color-blind society," Reagan said. "A society, that in the words of King, judges people not by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character."
That "content of their character" quote -- taken from King's famous "I Have a Dream" speech -- has proved to be one of the most dangerous weapons in the effort to airbrush his legacy. It is used widely to suggest that King wished for a color-blind society -- that he would have opposed affirmative action, for example -- and that all he ever stood for was peace, harmony and coalition-building.
In 2017, when I interviewed entertainer and activist Harry Belafonte, he wondered aloud whether the holiday had done more harm than good to King's legacy, making us forget the man's radicalism, even erasing talk of racism.
King never wanted White Americans to get comfortable with discrimination. He never remotely suggested that his dream of a society free of racial discrimination should make us blind to the persistence of racism and inequality.
In an essay published after his assassination, King criticized White America for its "ingrained and tenacious racism." Even in his "Dream" speech, before he mentioned "content of their character," he talked about racial segregation, the lasting social and economic impact of slavery, and the Black victims of police brutality. To come away from that speech thinking King called for a color-blind society requires willful distortion, which is exactly what we have seen.
If the King holiday has become a "contested site of memory," as historian John Kirk put it, we can fight back by celebrating more honestly. We can begin by remembering that, until his death in 1968, King had never gained the approval of most White Americans. In 1966, even after he had won the Nobel Peace Prize, a Gallup survey showed that 63 percent of Americans viewed him negatively. Just prior to his assassination, 3 out of every 4 White Americans disapproved of him. After the assassination, a shocking 31 percent of Americans, according to one survey, believed that King "brought it on himself."
At the time, some members of the Black community turned on King, criticizing him for being too accommodating to White people. He further alienated key allies (most notably President Lyndon B. Johnson) by his high-profile opposition to the Vietnam War.
King felt the pain. He was hospitalized numerous times for what he called exhaustion but friends identified as depression. He said privately that he felt as though Americans were no longer listening to him. We know this because the FBI tapped his phone lines and recorded his calls. The government -- the same government that honors him today -- worked aggressively to destroy him, at one point urging him to commit suicide or face public humiliation for extramarital affairs the FBI had been documenting.
Even facing such threats, King took action that he knew would make him less popular, expanding his work from civil rights to human rights, advocating economic changes that would address poverty, hunger and economic inequality in both the North and the South -- and even worldwide -- among people of all colors.
"The first thing I would like to mention is that there must be a recognition on the part of everybody in this nation that America is still a racist country," King said, addressing an audience in Michigan days before his murder. "Now however unpleasant that sounds, it is the truth. And we will never solve the problem of racism until there is a recognition of the fact that racism still stands at the center of so much of our nation and we must see racism for what it is." Had he lived another week, he would have presented a Sunday sermon called "Why America May Go to Hell."
That is not the message we hear on the King holiday, and yet it serves as a reminder of how King himself felt: deeply sad at times, and profoundly frustrated, but never hopeless. On this MLK Day, we might all benefit by remembering the more complicated King and the ferocious content of his character.
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How Trump can remake the Middle East
If he can achieve two concrete objectives, many things become possible.
By Dennis Ross | 2025-01-16

President-elect Donald Trump points while speaking at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida, on Jan. 7. (Carlos Barria/Reuters) 


Dennis Ross, a special assistant to President Barack Obama, is counselor and distinguished fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.
Carl von Clausewitz, a Prussian general and military theorist, famously noted that war is an instrument, not an end in itself. Only in circumstances in which one is fighting a war of survival can military means be said to overshadow political considerations.
After the Hamas onslaught on Oct. 7, 2023, with the country and its leadership and military in a state of shock, Israelis found themselves fighting a war of survival. They would frequently say that without destroying Hamas's military and guaranteeing that it no longer controls Gaza, Israel could not survive in its own neighborhood. Politics was not top of mind.
Since that time, Israel has destroyed Hamas as a fighting force and eradicated most of its military infrastructure in Gaza. And Israel's military and intelligence achievements went well beyond what it has done to Hamas: No one outside of Israel believed that it could decimate Hezbollah, decapitating its leadership, dismantling its command and control system, and destroying 80 percent of its missiles. Similarly, few people thought Israel could destroy all of Iran's strategic air and missile defenses and 90 percent of its ballistic missile producing capability on the night of Oct. 26, 2024.
Finally, almost no one would have predicted that Israel's defeat of Hamas and Hezbollah would set in motion Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham's attacks that would lead to the ouster of the Assad regime in Syria. Without Syria, Iran no longer has a land corridor to resupply and rebuild Hezbollah, the crown jewel of its "axis of resistance."
As a result, Iran's strategy for making Israel unlivable -- surrounding it with violent proxies intent on its destruction -- has been dealt a fatal blow. A massive investment by the Islamic Republic is yielding nothing. Israel's military achievements have fundamentally changed the balance of power in the region.
But were Clausewitz alive today, he would ask how these remarkable military gains will translate to political outcomes.
Israel remains in Gaza. But having rejected Gen. David H. Petraeus's strategy of "clear, hold and build," the Israel Defense Forces must go back into Gazan neighborhoods such as Beit Hanoun and Jabalya for the fourth or fifth time. Without an alternative to Hamas -- which Israel cannot create -- Gaza might remain a drag on Israel, not a victory.
Moreover, because of Iran's losses and current vulnerability, some in the country now believe they must restore their deterrent by pursuing a nuclear weapon. With Iran's accumulation of near-weapons-grade fissile material, this is a real danger.
Israel might feel it will have both an opportunity -- and the need -- to attack Iran's nuclear infrastructure to forestall this threat. But here again, force must not be an end in itself. Force can reduce the threat, but strategy must play a role in establishing a new political reality.
Such a strategy should be guided by two concrete objectives in 2025: Israel must end the war in Gaza and, provided the hostages are released, withdraw militarily. And it needs Iran's nuclear infrastructure reduced to the point that a weapon is no longer an option. On its own, Israel cannot produce either of these outcomes. With an active American role, both might be achieved, in turn transforming the Middle East.
President-elect Donald Trump will enter office with that outcome as a real possibility. But he also enters with something else: leverage. At the outset of his administration, Israeli and key Arab leaders alike will fear the cost of saying no to him. That might be precisely what is needed to fully end the war in Gaza. (The temporary ceasefire and hostage deal announced Wednesday is already a reflection of the Trump effect.)
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is reluctant to withdraw from Gaza as long as Hamas remains in control politically. The UAE, Egypt, Morocco and some European nations -- with American support -- are prepared to set up and run a transitional administration in Gaza to take the place of Hamas, prevent a power vacuum, restore law and order, and begin the process of rehabilitation and reconstruction. However, these partners will not engage unless Israel withdraws. And, because they want to appear to be rescuing Palestinians and not providing cover for Israel, they want the Palestinian Authority to play some role -- a scenario Netanyahu has rejected. Trump's pressure can help bridge this gap.
Trump is also keen to see Saudi Arabia normalize relations with Israel. But the Saudis will not do so as long as the war continues and Israel remains in Gaza. The death and destruction in Gaza have soured attitudes toward Israel in the region. Until the war is over and the process of reconstruction has begun, the Saudis will hold back.
As for the nuclear question, Iran's economic weakness, combined with its military vulnerability, now provide Trump with leverage here as well. No doubt, he will apply pressure economically. But he might also use the likely threat of Israeli force -- or our own -- to compel Iran to negotiate. The Iranians might not agree to reduce the size and character of their nuclear program to the extent necessary through negotiations alone. But having the use of force on the table as a starting point will make the Iranians understand very clearly the risks should they move toward developing a weapon.
Trump should keep in mind that the issue of Iran is sufficiently important to both Netanyahu and Saudi Arabia's Mohammed bin Salman that each side will concede many other things -- on Gaza or Palestinian politics on one hand, and on Saudi recognition of Israel on the other. If Trump can show he has essentially removed the Iranian threat, much will be possible.
Can Trump do it? That remains to be seen. If he does, Clausewitz would surely approve.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/01/16/trump-middle-east-breakthrough-strategy/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A barrier will be broken for college football. Why did it take so long?
While meritocracy may be embodied on the field, it frequently isn't on the sideline. Marcus Freeman is an exception. 
By Craig Meyer | 2025-01-16

Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman during the College Football Playoff semifinal game against Penn State on Jan. 9 in Miami Gardens, Fla. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP) 


Craig Meyer is a college sportswriter for the USA Today Network and the publisher of the Substack newsletter the Front Porch, where a version of this essay first appeared.
When Notre Dame takes the field for its college football championship game against Ohio State in Atlanta on Monday, its 39-year-old coach will make history. Marcus Freeman will become the first Black head coach in a national championship game at the Football Bowl Subdivision level.
For Freeman, it's a career-defining moment. When he was promoted at 35 to be Notre Dame's head coach after the 2021 season, questions arose about whether he was ready for the job. He had been defensive coordinator in South Bend for just one year. When the Fighting Irish were stunned at home by Marshall in his second game at the helm, those concerns intensified.
Now, Freeman has his team on the cusp of the storied program's first national title since 1988. His accomplishment, however, is happening during a challenging time for Black coaches in college football.
During the 2024 season, only 9 of the 70 Power Four programs had Black head coaches. That's just 12.9 percent. If you look at all 134 FBS programs, that figure drops to 12.7 percent. During this year's hiring cycle, 27 FBS programs had a head-coaching vacancy. Only three of those went to a Black coach.
The racial inequity is stark when you consider this fact: Black athletes make up 47 percent of the participants in the FBS, the highest level of college sports. Freeman's run to the championship game is the latest reminder of how far behind college football is among American sports -- including its NCAA peers -- when it comes to racial diversity in leadership positions. This season, 25.9 percent of major-conference head coaches in Division I men's college basketball are Black, more than double the percentage of their Power Four football counterparts.
While Freeman will be the first Black coach to lead his team into the FBS championship game, that historical marker was reached in men's college basketball in 1982, four years before Freeman was born. That year, John Thompson guided Georgetown to the NCAA title game, where the Hoyas lost in the final seconds to North Carolina and some freshman named Michael Jordan. Two years later, Thompson made it back and, this time, he won.
At the 1982 Final Four, Thompson made clear he didn't see his achievement as worthy of celebrating. "I resent the hell out of that question," he said when asked if he felt pride about what he had done. "It implies that I'm the first Black man to be accomplished enough and intelligent enough to do this. It's an insult to my race. There have been plenty of others who could've gotten here if they'd been given the opportunity they deserved." His larger point addresses why it took so long for a Black head coach to make it to college football's biggest stage. It wasn't a lack of competence or acumen. Rather, it was a lack of opportunities.
The SEC, the most successful conference of the 21st century in football, had never had a Black coach until Sylvester Croom was hired at Mississippi State in 2003. The league has had five Black head coaches in its 93-year history and is wrapping up its fourth consecutive season without a Black head coach at one of its programs. It wasn't until 1981 that a major-conference program hired a Black head coach, when Northwestern brought in future NFL head coach Dennis Green.
The wait for a Black head coach in the national championship has just as much to do with the kinds of programs that make the title game and their track record of hiring. Of the 15 winningest programs in FBS history, only five have ever had a Black head coach.
Better days could be ahead. Of the 190 people in major college football this past season who were offensive or defensive coordinators for their teams, 48 were Black, or 25.3 percent. They help make up college football's coaching bench.
A football field is one of the few places in this country where a player's race truly doesn't matter. Organized sports often pats itself on the back for being a true meritocracy. But while that ideal may be embodied on the field, it frequently isn't on the sideline. The best person isn't always hired for the job.
As Freeman advances in the playoffs, he recognizes the meaning behind what he and his team are doing.
"This isn't about one person," Freeman said at a pre-Orange Bowl news conference. "It takes a team. It takes a program. It takes a lot of people committing to something bigger than themselves to put your team in a position to be here, and I understand it, and I'm very grateful for it. If this creates more opportunities for other coaches, other minority coaches, great."
A barrier will be broken when the ball is kicked off Monday in Atlanta, and Notre Dame will be 60 minutes away from a national championship. Even if the Irish don't win, merely getting there will have meant something.
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This is why we have a presidential oath
The presidential oath was intended to be a measure of accountability.
By Kevin Butterfield | 2025-01-16
Kevin Butterfield is director of the John W. Kluge Center at the Library of Congress.
The Constitution is remarkably nonspecific on most things, and deliberately so. John Marshall famously wrote that the document marks the "great outlines" and designates the "important objects" only. It is a Constitution, not a legal code.
But in one place the drafters of the Constitution wrote word for word what governance would look like under the newly constituted United States: the president's oath of office.
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."
Nothing else in the Constitution sits inside quotation marks. The oath's significance nearly jumps off the page. It indicates just how important the Founders believed oaths to be.
Oaths are nearly an anthropological constant in human societies. They predated organized religion, magical utterances only later incorporated into systems of belief centered on divine beings and eventually a singular God. They were, in effect, self-curses: in an oath, wrote John Milton, "we call God to witness the truth of what we say, with a curse upon ourselves, either implied or expressed, should it prove false."
If you've ever misread the common closing phrase "so help me God" as being some sort of prayer that God will help us fulfill the promise just made, take note: It's not. What it really means, in the words of one of the most-read moral philosophy textbook of the 18th century, is: "upon condition of my speaking the truth, or performing this promise, and not otherwise, may God help me." -- that is, help spare me from eternal torment.
Oaths were everywhere in the ancient world, a fact that our own Rome-obsessed founding generation did not miss. They read Cicero's influential observations, "On Duties," where whole chapters are devoted to oaths. They knew that, in both Greece and Rome, people who died by lightning strike were denied a regular burial because that was Zeus's punishment for perjurers.
Readers of the Baron de Montesquieu's "The Spirit of Laws" -- they cited no book but the Bible more often than his -- learned that "nothing bound [the Romans] more strongly to the laws" than did an oath, for which they would do more "than they ever would have performed for the thirst for glory or for the love of their country."
This may well have been enough for the American Founders. But a few things happened across the intervening centuries to make oaths seem even more indispensable.
In the post-Roman world, as noblemen and kings in Europe and the Near East fused religion with political and military power, they found that oaths of fealty could establish legitimacy. Made solemnly and sincerely, a promise of loyalty became internalized in a way that outlasted the moment when an official or an army was there to demand it.
Henry VIII saw that potential as none had before. In the 1530s, when he expanded his power by separating England's church fully from the pope in Rome and placing himself at its head, Henry demanded oaths of every man (a massive administrative task), and more targeted ones regarding his role as supreme head of the church from all clergy and political officials.
One consequence was an explosion of oaths in English law and society. Those resisting Henry's Reformation drafted and demanded oaths in response. From this time forward, England never knew a serious conflict that did not have its oaths and counter-oaths.
The American Revolution was no exception. Allegiances appeared unknowable and, where known, might change overnight as battle lines shifted. George Washington sought oaths of loyalty to address this problem. He wrote to John Hancock, president of Congress, in February 1777, to "strongly recommend every State to fix upon some Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance to be tendered to all the Inhabitants without exception, and to out law those that refuse it." Should they not, "we lose a considerable Cement to our own Force, and give the enemy an opportunity to make the first tender of the oath of allegiance to the King."
Oaths were regarded as essential to victory. John Adams wrote to Gen. Nathanael Greene in June 1777 that to improve morale and discipline in the army, our chaplains "ought to make the Solemn Nature and the Sacred obligation of Oaths the favourite Subject of their Sermons to the Soldiery."

George Washington as statesman at the Constitutional Convention; painted in 1856 by Junius Brutus Stearns. (Virginia Museum of Fine Arts) 


The Founding generation believed that oaths have consequences, binding those who took them to a course of action. And so, in the summer of 1787 delegates to the Constitutional Convention knew from the outset that whatever they came up with would include oaths. The famous "Virginia Plan," a 19-point checklist offered up as a starting point for debate, proposed that all governmental powers within the states "be bound by Oath, to support the articles of Union."
The final text mentions oaths three times. The Bill of Rights would add one more mention, the 14th Amendment yet another. Article VI of the Constitution empowers Congress to draft an oath for every single officeholder in the nation -- federal, state and local -- which they did immediately. The first thing signed into law by Washington was the Oaths Act. Every elected or appointed government official in a state or federal role would henceforth "solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I will support the Constitution of the United States."
That oath was hugely important. Though it was rewritten by Congress in the wake of the Civil War, as Americans grappled with allowing former Confederates into federal service at all, that oath of office is still with us, for public servants low and high. I took it when I began work at the Library of Congress, incoming Vice President JD Vance will, too, and millions more have spoken the same words.
But only the president takes an oath written into the Constitution. A first draft had the incoming president swear simply to "faithfully execute the office of President of the United States of America." The last two words disappeared as the oath took shape, with James Madison and George Mason adding "and will to the best of my judgment and power, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."
It sat that way until the closing days of the Convention. Washington's copy, marked up as it received its final changes, shows him scratching out the words "judgment and power" and writing in the word "Abilities" (the final version actually used the word "ability"), a change the delegates must have made for concision, and the text was complete. He would be the first to speak those words.
There was not complete consensus. James Wilson wasn't sure the president's oath needed to be there at all. He "was never fond of oaths" generally, noted Madison, "considering them as a left handed security only." But if the president should take an oath, then surely "the general provision for oaths of office, in a subsequent place," that is, Article VI, should be enough, he argued.

The presidential oath of office, Article II, Section 1, Clause 8 of the U.S. Constitution (Courtesy National Archives) 


The convention disagreed. The president's oath would become a fixture in the text itself. Barring formal amendment of the Constitution, it will always remain the same.
In short, the framers believed that oaths mattered, and they were the only ones who could write it. No one wanted an all-powerful executive, but the idea of making the president "the mere creature of the Legislature," in the words of Mason, was a "violation of the fundamental principle of good government." So Congress could not write the president's oath -- this one or any other. As Thomas Jefferson would write as he was preparing to take the oath in 1801, "it may be questionable whether the legislature can require any new oath from the president." They have never tried.

George Washington, taking the oath as the first president of the United States of America. (E.E. Eckstein/Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division) 


Washington first took the oath on a balcony in New York in 1789, to a "Long Live George Washington" from Chancellor Robert Livingston and general huzzahs. He did not add "so help me God" -- Chester A. Arthur was the first to do that.
The beginning of Washington's second term made the oath what it is today. Initially unsure whether it should even be taken in public, he was eventually persuaded by his Cabinet to do so. In the Senate chamber, he stood to give what we now call his Second Inaugural Address. It will forever be the shortest one. In four sentences, he did little more than explain to Congress why he had chosen to take the oath "in your presence."
Should anyone find that he had "in any instance, violated, willingly or knowingly, the injunction" of the oath, Washington said, they should hold him accountable. "Constitutional punishment" (impeachment) was, he said, one consequence. But he hoped, too, to be "be subject to the upbraidings of all who are now witnesses of the present solemn ceremony."
Washington understood why the president's oath was set aside for that singular office. In the words of Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story a half-century later, the oath "results from the plain right of society to require some guaranty" that an officeholder "will be conscientious in the discharge of his duty."
Nearly a quarter of a millennium later, some surely have doubts about the binding power of a spoken oath. But to those who drafted the Constitution, the oath seemed to be history's best attempt at trust and accountability. Enshrined in the Constitution for reasons that mattered deeply to the Founding generation, it will always be there.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/01/16/oath-president-constitution-founders/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Scott Bessent's funny math would make his GOP predecessors blush
The more economic growth a politician promises, the worse his or her economic plan probably is.
By Catherine Rampell | 2025-01-16

Scott Bessent, President-elect Donald Trump's pick for treasury secretary, arrives for a meeting at the Capitol on Dec. 10. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images) 


Ronald Reagan had his "Miss Rosy Scenario" and "magic asterisks" to make his deficit numbers seem better than they actually were. Every Republican president since has used (and abused) a famous napkin sketch to pretend that tax cuts always pay for themselves.
Now, Scott Bessent, President-elect Donald Trump's choice for treasury secretary, is using all the budget high jinks at his disposal to produce a pseudoscientific plan that's rosier, more magical and more paper-thin than the past several decades of GOP budget fantasies.
Bessent, whose Senate confirmation hearing is Thursday, has pitched his economic plan as "3-3-3." No, it's not the diet version of Herman Cain's "9-9-9" (for those old enough to remember that silliness). Bessent promises three things: producing an additional 3 million barrels of oil, or its equivalent, per day; raising GDP growth to 3 percent; and reducing the federal budget deficit to 3 percent of gross domestic product by 2028 (half its current level).
Let's go through each.
You'd never know it from the political discourse, but U.S. oil production is already at all-time highs. We're drill-baby-drilling more than 13 million barrels per day -- more oil than any country on earth has produced, ever. Bessent wants to raise that impressive number by nearly a quarter.
But domestic producers are unlikely to cooperate. Trump's own oil industry donors have said this publicly. ("Our stocks will be absolutely crushed if we start growing our production the way Trump is talking about it," one Texas oilman, who donated more than $1 million to Trump, told the Wall Street Journal.) Absent a calamitous shock abroad, increasing supply that much would flood the market, depress oil prices and destroy producers' profits. Rather than boosting supply, producers want Trump to artificially prop up oil demand as the rest of the world transitions away from fossil fuels.
Bessent did include a vague "or its equivalent" disclaimer. Does he mean Trump should be cool with ramping up energy production through renewables instead of oil? If so, it's too bad Trump has pledged to kill the Biden-era programs encouraging those investments.
On to GDP growth.
My long-standing rule of thumb is that the more economic growth a politician promises, the worse his or her economic plan probably is. That's because such promises usually signify statistical sleight of hand. They need gangbusters growth to inflate tax revenue so their math adds up.
Which appears to be the case here. Over the long run, U.S. economic growth is expected to settle around 1.8 percent annually, according to nonpartisan public forecasts. The main obstacle to speeding that up is demographics: more workers aging into retirement, fewer babies being born. If Trump shuts off immigration, growth numbers will probably worsen.
Bessent promises Trump will turbocharge growth anyway, specifically through deregulation. That seems, er, somewhat implausible, given that the vaunted deregulatory agenda from Trump's first term was largely a bust.
Sure, he fattened the profits of a few companies whose business models depended on dumping more arsenic into the water supply or using a pesticide that gives kids brain damage. But the regulatory uncertainty driven by his trade wars and immigration policies, plus his erratic moves to punish companies or sectors he was mad at, did the macroeconomy no favors. This regulatory uncertainty is likely to get worse in a second term, if only because his tariff plans have grown bigger and nuttier.
But, hey, Bessent deserves one gimme, especially since he really needs improbably speedy GDP growth to achieve his third "3": slashing the budget deficit roughly in half.
This will be extremely difficult given his commitment to prioritizing tax cuts. Bessent has publicly endorsed about half of Trump's tax-related campaign promises; these would expand the budget deficit by about $4 trillion over the next decade.
Even Trump's most expansive tariff hikes, which are disproportionately paid by the poor and middle class, cannot come close to filling that hole and then cutting the current deficit in half. Nor would repealing Biden-era clean-energy subsidies.
Meanwhile, Trump pledged to exempt Medicare and Social Security from budget cuts. Bessent has ruled out defense cuts and said he'd "freeze" nondefense spending appropriated every year (FEMA, cancer research, food safety inspectors, etc.). Getting Bessent's budget numbers to then add up -- even with breakneck GDP growth -- would require gutting the rest of domestic spending.
Think: Medicaid, food stamps, disability compensation for veterans. Many of which House Republican leaders are already eyeing as potential offsets for their tax cuts.
The magnitude of cuts required to make Bessent's arithmetic work is breathtaking. Government programs would shrink by a third (about $500 billion, in 2028), according to calculations from Center for American Progress researchers Brendan Duke and Bobby Kogan. But if you add up all the tax-cut promises Trump made during his campaign, the budget hole swells to almost $10 trillion. To compensate, government programs would have to shrink by two-thirds. Alternatively, Trump could raise taxes on the middle class. Pick your poison.
There is no get-out-of-math-jail-free card, much as Republicans might wish it so.
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Facial recognition is everywhere. What will Trump do with it?
Plus, how to think about the links between alcohol and cancer.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-01-15

A video surveillance camera above a subway platform in New York in 2020. (Mark Lennihan/AP)


Regarding the Jan. 14 front-page article "Police ignore standards after facial recognition matches":
The Post's investigation into widespread police misuse of AI facial recognition in place of more reliable investigative techniques deserves high praise. But this report will require extensive follow-up in the months ahead. If this technology is deployed in service of President-elect Donald Trump's pledged roundup of undocumented immigrants, and coupled with the possibility that private citizens will be encouraged to report neighbors they suspect via a hotline set up by the incoming border czar, the abuses highlighted in The Post's account might multiply geometrically. If anyone can be rounded up on the basis of an AI facial identification, none of us will be safe from the resulting harm, including incarceration, expense and trauma. Will our neighbors simply forward cellphone photos to hotline websites or even seek to employ open AI to elevate their claims that they have spotted an illegal immigrant? We have short memories or no memory at all. Even without the help of modern technology, people living under totalitarian regimes in many other countries have taken up their leaders' calls to condemn their neighbors. We appear about to embark on a similar path. The Post must play a major role in revealing the information that will help stave off this impending disaster.
Robert E. Honig, Potomac
The Post is correct to suggest that when police use facial recognition technology, they should consider the state of the technology and obtain a corroborating piece of evidence before making an arrest. This fact was emphasized in a report released in 2024 by the National Academy of Sciences.
However, The Post should also have considered a number of other factors in assessing this critical technology. First, while The Post identified eight incidences of false arrests over the more than a decade of use of the technology, this is an infinitesimally small figure compared with the number of times these tools have been used.
I also think The Post should have provided more context for the St. Louis Metropolitan Police's claim that the results of technology testing are "nonscientific." The National Institute of Standards and Technology has for many years been performing accuracy testing on the algorithms used by the different systems. And as the article acknowledged, universities in this country and abroad have been publishing scientific papers on the technology. Just because given algorithms might be more or less accurate does not make them pseudoscience.
Finally, as with DNA testing and other forensic technologies, facial recognition technology is advancing at a rapid pace. It is used by U.S. Customs and Border Protection for people entering the United States, the Transportation Security Administration for airport security and security staff at sporting events looking for people intending to make trouble. Police departments should be allowed to use facial recognition technology as one tool in their investigations -- as long as it's not the only one.
Ira Reese, Olney
The writer is director and chief technology officer at GSIS, a security consulting firm.
Regarding the Jan. 8 editorial, "Dr. Murthy puts alcohol consumption on the rocks":
I had a traumatic accident at home a little over three months ago. And while the incident was unrelated to drugs or alcohol, it did make me reconsider my consumption. One of the first tests administered to me in the emergency room was blood alcohol: I had zero. But later in my recovery from many broken bones and vertebrae, an intensive care unit nurse asked me how much I had had to drink. I said  two glasses of wine daily. She immediately warned me of withdrawal symptoms and admonished me for drinking daily: "None is best."
When I returned home, I did some research. I'm a 66-year-old man, and I didn't think I drank too much. Well, the research states otherwise. People over 65 shouldn't drink at all, except maybe on special occasions.
So I've mostly stopped. Over the past four months, I've had a drink four times: Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year's and a birthday party. It was more difficult than I thought. I had to plan my evenings around something else. My wife is supportive. The payoff has been great. I feel so much better than before the accident. I have more energy, don't get as sore exercising and sleep better. I recommend the change to everyone!
Richard Wichmann, Brookline, Massachusetts
We should stop talking down to Americans who drink: They are smart enough to understand that a substance can have benefits and harms, depending on the quantity consumed.
Over the past month, we've heard the surgeon general warn Americans about the lack of knowledge regarding alcohol's cancer risks, while at the same time,  a 2024 National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine review confirmed -- with moderate certainty -- what medical research has long shown: that moderate drinking is associated with lower mortality from all causes.
There is a physiological explanation for this. Alcohol, in moderation, has been found to be a clot buster in animal, cell and human studies, to increase the level of good cholesterol (HDL) and to reduce the incidence of diabetes.
Given measured findings from all around the world, why insinuate that the supposedly nefarious alcohol industry is influencing scientific outcomes or conclude that adults can't be left to make their own decisions about drinking?
A 2020 analysis of 386 observational studies that evaluated the effects of industry funding on alcohol and health studies was unable to find bias. That analysis showed that only 5 percent of studies were definitely funded by the alcohol industry (56 studies did not have identifiable funding sources) and that funding sources did not appear to have an impact on the results of those studies.
I think it would be wise for the mainstream media to stop treating the American public as if it can't deal with just one of many decisions  that have  both potential risks and benefits.
Laura Catena, San Francisco
The writer is a retired emergency physician and a vintner who works for her family's Argentine wine company.
The surgeon general's call for warning labels on alcohol could help Americans who imbibe adjust their intake and reduce their risk of breast, colorectal and other cancers. But the government also needs to sound the alarm about the clear-cut cancer risk associated with the meat and dairy products that most Americans consume daily. Warning labels on packages of chicken and bacon and containers of milk are long overdue.
There are no warnings at all on cancer-causing animal products. Instead, dietary guidelines recommend that Americans consume three cups of dairy a day, which could increase the risk of both breast and prostate cancers. A study funded by the National Institutes of Health and the World Cancer Research Fund that observed 52,795 women found that drinking three-quarters of a cup of cow's milk a day increased lifetime breast cancer risk relative to women who drank no dairy. (In this study, yogurt and cheese do not appear to have raised participants' risk.) Milk and other dairy products may be dangerous for men's health, too. Men drinking more than one glass of whole milk per day are at  a higher risk of fatal prostate cancer, compared with men drinking less, according to one study.
The dietary guidelines also fail to warn Americans that red and processed meats, such as bacon and hot dogs, increase colorectal cancer risk. Nearly a decade ago, the World Health Organization evaluated more than 800 studies and classified processed meat as "carcinogenic to humans." Eating the equivalent of about one hot dog daily increases colorectal cancer risk by 18 percent. Processed meat also raises the risk of stomach cancer, breast cancer, prostate cancer, pancreatic cancer and overall cancer mortality.
Some Americans have turned to consuming chicken, mistakenly believing it to be a "healthy" alternative. But chicken carries its own risks. In a study by the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, a group advocating a plant-based diet, all 100 grilled chicken samples from top restaurant chains contained PhIP, a federally recognized carcinogen that has been linked to breast, prostate and other cancers. PhIP forms  when  animal tissue is exposed to direct high heat.
Of course, cancer isn't the only reason warning labels are warranted on animal products. Research shows that eating red and processed meats increases the risk of type 2 diabetes, and decades of research show the dangers of daily meat consumption for heart disease.
The good news is that replacing animal products with fruits, vegetables, grains and beans can fight diet-related cancers as well as type 2 diabetes, heart disease and many other health conditions. If the federal government is going to begin adding warning labels to products Americans consume that increase cancer risk, meat and dairy products must be included. I recommend something straightforward: "Animal products are hazardous to your health."
Neal Barnard, Washington
The author is an adjunct professor at George Washington University's School of Medicine and president of the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine.
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Biden is getting hostages out of Gaza. Can Trump finally end the war?
The ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas is a big step. Now it's the Trump administration's turn.
By Max Boot | 2025-01-16

President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the negotiation of a ceasefire and hostage deal between Israel and Hamas at the White House on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


President Jimmy Carter spent his last hours in office on Jan. 20, 1981, negotiating the release of 52 American hostages held in Iran, but they did not head home until shortly after Ronald Reagan had been inaugurated. In similar fashion, President Joe Biden and his aides have spent their last days in office negotiating the release of Israeli hostages from the Gaza Strip -- and most of those hostages will not come home until after Biden has left the White House.
On Wednesday, Israel and Hamas finally agreed on a complex, long-delayed deal that will result in at least a temporary ceasefire in Gaza after 466 days of war. Assuming that the Israeli cabinet approves, the first stage of the deal will see 33 Israeli hostages -- an unknown number of whom are still alive -- released in return for a still-to-be-determined number of Palestinian militants held in Israeli prisons.
This is an important achievement, but only a partial one. Israel believes 98 hostages remain in Gaza and that about 60 of them are alive. Ending the war and releasing the remaining hostages will be a challenge for President Donald Trump and his team. But although Trump is not yet inaugurated, he is already taking a victory lap for this deal -- and deservedly so.
In a highly unusual level of cooperation between outgoing and incoming administrations of different parties, Trump's Middle East negotiator, Steve Witkoff, joined Biden administration representatives at the hostage-release negotiations in Doha, Qatar. Trump had threatened "all hell to pay" if the hostages were not set free, but hell had already descended on Gaza shortly after Hamas's barbaric assault on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. Most of the territory's buildings have been damaged or destroyed, and Palestinian health officials report that more than 46,000 people -- a figure that does not distinguish combatants from civilians -- have been killed since the start of the fighting. (A new study suggests the actual death toll is 40 percent higher.)
Trump's push for a hostage release might have been more important not in pressuring Hamas -- the Israeli assault has already done that -- but in finally persuading Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to conclude a deal very similar to one that had been on offer since May. National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, one of Netanyahu's far-right coalition partners, bragged on X on Tuesday about his party's success in blocking previous deals: "In the past year, through our political power, we succeeded in preventing this deal from moving forward time and time again," he wrote.
That is nothing to boast of, given how many Palestinian civilians, and probably Israeli hostages, died in the meantime. (On June 1, the death toll in Gaza stood, according to Palestinian health officials, at a little over 36,000, so the seven-month delay might have cost roughly 10,000 lives.) Trump's desire to get a deal done before he enters office strengthened Netanyahu's hand within his own government and made him more likely to finally reach an agreement with Hamas. Trump has a lot of leverage over Netanyahu, who has close ties with the Republican Party, and he showed a willingness to use it.
Now the challenge will be to transform a temporary ceasefire into a final end to this terrible bloodshed. As has been clear for many months, it is in the interests of both Palestinians and Israelis to bring this war to a close.
Israel has inflicted a great deal of damage on Hamas, rendering it incapable of conducting large-scale assaults for the foreseeable future. Israel's attacks in Gaza, combined with the offensive it mounted in the fall against Hezbollah, have dealt a massive setback to Iran's strategy of surrounding Israel with a "ring of fire." The indirect consequences probably include the fall of the odious Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria. With ruthless application of its immense military power, Israel has revived the deterrence it lost following the costliest single-day attack it has ever suffered.
But Hamas is far from destroyed, despite Netanyahu's persistence in laying out his scorched-earth war objectives. The terrorist group is actually rebuilding in the rubble under the leadership of Muhammad Sinwar, brother of Yahya Sinwar, the Hamas leader who planned the Oct. 7 attack and was later killed by Israeli forces. On Tuesday, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said, "Hamas has recruited almost as many new militants as it has lost." (Israel says it has killed 18,000 militants in Gaza.)
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) keep having to return to areas in Gaza they had previously cleared because Hamas militants pop up every time Israeli troops leave. Just in the past week, Israel has lost 15 soldiers in northern Gaza, while in the past two weeks, Hamas has fired more than 20 rockets at Israel. "We are in a situation where the pace at which Hamas is rebuilding itself is higher than the pace that the IDF is eradicating them," Amir Avivi, a retired Israeli brigadier general, told the Wall Street Journal. "Mohammed Sinwar is managing everything."
The only way to break out of this cycle of violence is to create a moderate government in Gaza capable of keeping the peace and preventing Hamas from staging a resurgence. It is far from clear whether the Palestinian Authority, even one that is reformed and bolstered with outside assistance, could ever control Gaza, but it is also obvious that there is no real alternative.
Arab states, for one, have made clear that they will not provide funds for rebuilding unless the Palestinians are in charge. The Saudi government has also said that any progress on a deal recognizing Israel -- which both Trump and Netanyahu ardently desire -- is now contingent on Israeli recognition of a Palestinian state.
But Netanyahu still will not agree to any role for the Palestinian Authority, and even the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), the primary source of humanitarian aid for Gazans, could be forced to stop work within weeks under a new Israeli law prohibiting any support for Palestinian Authority operations. (Some UNRWA employees are alleged to have taken part in the Oct. 7 attack.) Israeli officials are also determined to maintain a military presence in Gaza -- a condition that would be anathema to Hamas.
Therefore, who will govern Gaza in the future remains murky. That is the subject of the second phase of negotiations between Israel and Hamas, which are slated to start 16 days after the initial ceasefire deal.
Barring an agreement, the war could resume, sowing seeds of hatred on both sides that would be harvested for generations to come. If Trump can actually force a deal that paves the way for enduring peace in Gaza, rather than just a temporary ceasefire, he might well deserve the Nobel Peace Prize he is said to covet. But to do so, Trump will once again have to pressure Israel, not just Hamas.
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Hegseth's hearing revealed more about the pathetic Senate than Hegseth
Plus: California's fire insurance. R.E.M. in retirement.
By Drew Goins | 2025-01-15
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Pete Hegseth, President-elect Donald Trump's choice to be defense secretary, at his confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


"I have witnessed many contentious confirmation hearings over the years and watched as the system has become increasingly partisan and vitriolic," Ruth Marcus writes. But Tuesday's appearance by defense secretary-designate Pete Hegseth before the Senate Armed Services Committee, she says, "represents a new low in that diminished process."
In case you missed the hearing, it was probably about what you expected: MAGA steamrolling of legitimate concerns about Hegseth's fitness and, Ruth writes, a dump truck of hypocrisy and playing the victim.
As she argues, "If the GOP goal is getting Hegseth across the finish line -- well, mission accomplished, it appears. If the point was to determine whether he is fit for the job, abject failure." Ruth suggests the exercise taught us more about this pathetic Senate, and the feckless FBI ostensibly tasked with investigating the nominee, than it did about Hegseth.
But what did we learn about Hegseth? David Ignatius, Karen Tumulty and Gene Robinson compared notes in the latest issue of the Prompt 2025 newsletter. (Sign up here.)
The trio raises a chilling moment when Hegseth appeared to be flexible on war crimes, a thing you really probably shouldn't be flexible on. Given Hegseth's explanation of the shortcomings of the Geneva Conventions, David says, it's "very hard to know just what principles Hegseth would stand on, other than following the orders of [Donald] Trump."
Mostly, the three agreed that Hegseth appears single-mindedly intent on attacking "wokeness" in the military -- at the expense of all the duties actually important to making the Pentagon run.
"Is he going to think deeply about weapons systems?" Gene asks. "The procurement process? Unmanned vs. manned planes and ships?"
Chaser: Perry Bacon writes that the vilification of diversity, equity and inclusion is yet another indication that the United States is backsliding, just a few years after the protests that followed the 2020 murder of George Floyd.




From the Editorial Board's analysis of California's insurance crisis, which it says is a warning for the rest of the country, which also faces increasing catastrophes.
"Climate change is crushing insurance markets," the board writes, "and the solution is not to artificially lower premiums or rely on public options." The board plays out how those measures could ultimately make things more expensive for people in all sorts of insurance situations.
The better answer, however painful, is higher premiums, the board writes. If people are going to continue building (and rebuilding) in fire-prone zones, "accurate risk assessments are essential. ... State lawmakers have to face the unpleasant reality that the cost of home insurance -- and subsequently homeownership -- will go up."
Over the course of the past decade, R.E.M. did something unprecedented for a band of its prominence: It kind of disappeared. Its members are serenely progressing through their Social Security era, mostly grabbing coffee and going to the grocery store in Athens, Georgia, where the band formed so many years ago.
Mick Jagger is doing, well, not that.
Will Leitch writes that he really respects Michael Stipe and his bandmates for doing that -- walking away once they felt they'd produced their best and not clawing at their waning relevance: "There is something very Generation X about this most Generation X of bands refusing to take a payday just for the sake of reminiscence."
They're still around, of course, right there on Spotify, and, I recommend a listen if it's been a while. R.E.M. are losing their religion as head-bangingly as ever -- but holding tight to their dignity.
Chaser: If you're a Post subscriber, you can still sign up for Anne Lamott's excellent 12-week newsletter series on aging with grace.
Bonus chaser: How did you know it was time to stop doing something, whether a job, a habit or a relationship? Share your response with Post Opinions, and it might be published as a letter.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
There's a name for all
Those shiny happy people --
Enjoy, retirees
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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After the Gaza ceasefire, getting serious about peace
Antony Blinken's comments show deep frustration with the long impasse over "day after." 
By David Ignatius | 2025-01-16

Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at the Atlantic Council on Tuesday in D.C. (Luis M. Alvarez/AP)


The Gaza ceasefire and hostage release agreement announced Wednesday is joyous news that hopefully marks an end to this terrible conflict. But a speech this week by Secretary of State Antony Blinken shows just how hard it will be to make a new beginning toward Israeli-Palestinian peace.
Leaving a job allows you to say exactly what you think about intractable problems. And that's what Blinken did Tuesday in unusually blunt remarks about the Middle East. He talked about obstacles rather than breakthroughs. If speeches could bleed, this one would be dripping red.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the yoke worn by every secretary of state I have covered, back to George Shultz in the 1980s. They all labored to create a "two-state solution," a goal that seems screamingly obvious to everyone except the parties directly involved. Martin Indyk, a two-time U.S. ambassador to Israel and blessed among peacemakers, said a decade ago that the conflict had broken his heart. Maybe it broke Blinken's, too.
"I wish I could tell you that leaders in the region always put their people's interests ahead of their own interests. They did not," Blinken said. Make no mistake: That was a message to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Blinken began his speech by reciting the standard talking points about U.S. policy in the region: deepening partnerships, deterring aggression, de-escalating conflicts. This is the elevator music of diplomacy. And he faithfully recorded Israel's triumphs in the long arc of revenge for Oct. 7, 2023. Hezbollah had been "ravaged," Iran was "on its back foot," the balance of power in the region was "shifting dramatically."
But then he leaned into a discussion of a Gaza war that has haunted him and the State Department since Hamas began the nightmare. And he used language that he has usually suppressed in public. Gaza has brought "immeasurable suffering on Palestinian civilians," he said. "Nearly the entire population has lost a loved one. Nearly the entire population is enduring hunger. Nearly the entire population ... has been displaced."
Blinken, whose stepfather was a Holocaust survivor, has been a deeply faithful friend to Israel, as has his boss, President Joe Biden. But you could sense his anger with Netanyahu, who for more than a year has obstructed American efforts to plan for a "day after" in Gaza that might alleviate the misery there.
"Israel's government has systematically undermined the capacity and legitimacy of the only viable alternative to Hamas: the Palestinian Authority," Blinken said. As for humanitarian aid to Palestinian civilians, "Israel's efforts have fallen far short of meeting the colossal scale of need in Gaza."
Frustration turned to raw anger in Blinken's description of Israeli actions in the West Bank, actions that have deepened tension there. Under Netanyahu, Blinken said, "Israel is expanding official settlements and nationalizing land at a faster clip than any time in the last decade, while turning a blind eye to an unprecedented growth in illegal outposts." Meanwhile, attacks by extremist settlers on Palestinians "have reached record levels."
I've watched this ever-escalating Israeli encroachment in the West Bank for 40 years now. From north to south, the land that peacemakers imagined would someday become a Palestinian state is now sliced and diced so many ways by Israeli roads, settlements and outposts that there's little fabric left, only threadbare patches of ground.
Blinken put the matter bluntly: "Israel must decide what relationship they want with the Palestinians. That cannot be the illusion that Palestinians will accept being a non-people without national rights." I pray that members of the incoming Trump administration heed Blinken's warning: "Israelis must abandon the myth they can carry out de facto annexation, without cost and consequence to Israel's democracy, to its standing, to its security."
For the first time, Blinken publicly detailed the "day after" plan for Gaza that he began to float several months ago. It's centered on the Palestinian Authority that Netanyahu has tried so hard to undermine. The PA would invite international partners to help manage governance and reconstruction in Gaza. The United States would help train and equip a PA-led force that could gradually take over security there. The transition would be anchored in a United Nations resolution and overseen by a senior U.N. official.
It's not only a sound plan. It's the only plausible pathway out of the death and destruction in Gaza. Netanyahu surely understands that. But he has blocked Blinken's efforts for months. That's terrible for Palestinians, obviously. But it also leaves Gaza a festering mess on Israel's border.
Middle East diplomats always urge Israelis and Palestinians both to make "tough choices." But after so many months, it must feel to Blinken like pounding his head against a brick wall. "The unimpeachable reality is that, up to this point, they have either failed to make these difficult decisions, or acted in ways that put a deal and long-term peace further from reach," Blinken said.
You can argue that Blinken should have made this speech months ago. Or that Biden should have used the United States' enormous leverage to force Israel toward a stable outcome in Gaza. Blinken himself conceded that he didn't get every decision about Gaza right.
The Gaza ceasefire and hostage release could truly mark a new start toward negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians, rather than just another lull in fighting. Blinken's clear-eyed comments are a gift for anyone who, after the horror of Gaza, wants to get serious about peace.
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After 23 shameful years, close Guantanamo 
Biden will leave office as the third president to try -- and fail -- to close the prison.
By Editorial Board | 2025-01-15

The shadows of guards at the U.S. detention facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in 2008. (Brennan Linsley/AP) 


President Joe Biden is set to leave office Monday as the third president to try -- and fail -- to close the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. This ugly symbol of one of the most regrettable policies in recent American history will persist into another administration, and very likely beyond.
President George W. Bush opened Guantanamo at the height of the "war on terror" and quickly filled it with 780 men. After belatedly realizing that its existence had become a terrorist recruiting tool and a blight on America's global standing as a beacon of justice, Bush wanted to close it but settled for reducing the population to 242 inmates. Barack Obama campaigned on a promise to close the prison, but once elected he was stymied by Congress, managing only to reduce its population to 40. President Donald Trump, in his first term, pledged to keep the prison running and fill it with "some bad dudes," but added no prisoners.
Biden deserves credit for bringing Guantanamo's inmate population down to 15. This month, in the largest-ever transfer of detainees, 11 Yemeni men were sent to Oman. This followed the movement in December of two detainees to Malaysia and one to Kenya.
The remaining prisoners are from Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, Indonesia and Saudi Arabia. There is also one Palestinian and one stateless Rohingya Muslim who was captured by Pakistani troops near the Afghanistan border in 2001.
The inmate population might have been reduced further in August, had Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin not stepped in at the last moment to nix a plea deal with three men accused of plotting the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi had agreed to plead guilty before a military commission hearing their cases in exchange for the government taking the death penalty off the table. The men would have served life in prison instead. Austin's decision to revoke the plea deal was inexplicable -- he would have, or should have, known about it long before it became public -- and can only be marked down to the political calendar; the presidential election was three months away, and the families of the 9/11 victims might have been outraged by a deal that spared the lives of some of the terror plot's masterminds. Austin's decision was overturned by a military judge, and the deal is now stalled.
Biden also could have moved more quickly early in his term if he had made emptying Guantanamo a higher priority -- as might have been expected from a president who said "democracy promotion" was a core tenet of his foreign policy. Keeping inmates detained for decades in a parallel legal structure, without charges, after many were subjected to torture and denied basic due process (the presumption of innocence and speedy trials, for instance) contradicts core principles of American justice. For 23 years, Guantanamo's dark stain has hampered America's ability to honestly condemn other countries for using arbitrary detention and torture, and for denying basic human rights for the accused.
Opening Guantanamo was a mistake from the start, and presidents since Bush can be blamed for not correcting it. But Congress has thrown up obstacles. Biden and Obama were both hamstrung by foolish legislation that tightly restricted detainee transfers to other countries and  altogether prohibited  sending them to prisons on U.S. soil because of specious concerns about security. Federal prisons already hold convicted terrorists, including shoe bomber Richard Reid and Zacarias Moussaoui, sometimes called the 20th hijacker.
Leaving only 15 detainees in Guantanamo Bay at an estimated cost of about $500 million a year -- $33 million per prisoner -- exposes the absurdity of keeping the prison open at all.
Abuse of detainees during wars or periods of mass trauma is tragically common. Think of the forced relocation and imprisonment of people of Japanese ancestry during World War II. But it is left to future leaders to acknowledge and correct such wrongs. President-elect Trump, who signed an executive order in 2018 to keep Guantanamo open, has expressed no interest in closing it. But in 2019 he did acknowledge that the cost of maintaining the prison was "crazy." If he is now serious about wanting to improve government efficiency, he should work toward transferring the remaining inmates to secure federal prisons.
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Jennifer Rubin's live chat
Jennifer Rubin is no longer writing for The Post. Her live chat, including this week's, and her subscriber-only newsletter will not continue.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2025-01-13
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        CWG Live updates: Snow showers likely today. More snow possible Sunday, then brutal cold.
        David Streit

        After a chance or rain showers on Saturday and snow showers on Sunday, the next Arctic front blasts us with frigid air much of next week.

      

      
        Gov. Wes Moore reveals plan for budget cuts, tax changes in Maryland
        Katie Shepherd, Katie Mettler

        Moore has said the state will face difficult choices in handling its worst financial crisis in 20 years, leading to shortfalls that could reach nearly $6 billion by 2030.

      

      
        D.C.-area forecast: Snow showers possible today. Coldest air of the season on the way.
        David Streit

        After a chance of rain showers on Saturday and snow showers on Sunday, the next Arctic front blasts us with frigid air much of next week.

      

      
        Betty Monkman, longtime curator of White House treasures, dies at 82
        Emily Langer

        During 35 years under eight presidents, she was entrusted with the conservation and care of thousands of artistic and decorative artifacts in the White House.

      

      
        Richmond replaces utility director as Youngkin, Avula probe water outage
        Gregory S. Schneider

        Richmond's utilities director resigned Wednesday and was replaced by a former state official, as investigations got underway into last week's water outage.

      

      
        Man kills friend with AR-15 after argument in Maryland basement, police say
        Dan Morse

        Montgomery County's first homicide of 2025 occurred in a neighborhood filled with million-dollar homes. Authorities say the weapon used was illegal in Maryland.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: Frigid tonight, then less chilly before next Arctic blast arrives Sunday
        Dan Stillman

        We could see some light snow Thursday afternoon or evening. Additional light rain showers are possible Saturday, then a chance of snow showers late Sunday.

      

      
        Man killed in shootout with D.C. police was veteran with PTSD, mother says
        Olivia George

        "He was a good man who served this country," said the mother of Derrick Williams, who was killed in the police shootout Monday in a NoMa apartment building.

      

      
        Calls to adjust Maryland 'Blueprint' for schools grow amid budget concerns
        Nicole Asbury

        Maryland schools and governments are struggling to fund the education reform plan, which aims to improve teacher pay and increase planning time, among other changes.

      

      
        Maryland proposes delivery fee to pay for transportation needs
        Rachel Weiner

        Some vehicle costs would also be raised to cover billions in transit and road repairs.

      

      
        Amid a cold and snowy January in D.C., the most frigid weather is still to come
        Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow

        Temperatures will probably hold in the 20s on Monday through Wednesday next week, with bitter wind chills. Snow is possible Sunday.

      

      
        Arlington to fly drones for safety on Inauguration Day
        Martin Weil

        Arlington County, Virginia, across the Potomac from D.C., will fly drones as a safety measure on Inauguration Day.

      

      
        A Virginia law to protect pedestrians has almost never been used
        Rachel Weiner

        Virginia lawmakers hoped a 2020 law would help protect pedestrians. It's been used to convict eight people in four years.

      

      
        Small earthquake rattles part of Virginia
        Martin Weil

        No damage or injuries were reported from the small quake in central Virginia, but many people reported it to the U.S. Geological Survey.
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CWG Live updates: Snow showers likely today. More snow possible Sunday, then brutal cold.
After a chance or rain showers on Saturday and snow showers on Sunday, the next Arctic front blasts us with frigid air much of next week.
By David Streit, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2025-01-16
Happening now: Highs only reach the mid-30s this afternoon with light winds. Snow showers could produce a light coating and slick roads in some areas, mainly between 5 and 8 p.m.
What's next? Highs reach near or above 40 tomorrow and Saturday. After light rain showers on Saturday, accumulating snow showers are possible Sunday as the next Arctic blast arrives. Much of next week is brutally cold.
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Gov. Wes Moore reveals plan for budget cuts, tax changes in Maryland
Moore has said the state will face difficult choices in handling its worst financial crisis in 20 years, leading to shortfalls that could reach nearly $6 billion by 2030.
By Katie Shepherd, Katie Mettler | 2025-01-16

Gov. Wes Moore (D) holds a news conference as Maryland lawmakers convene for a new legislative session on Jan. 8 in Annapolis. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post) 


Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) on Wednesday revealed his plan to balance the state budget in the face of a $3 billion deficit, detailing wide-reaching cuts that would affect some vulnerable populations, key initiatives that he campaigned on and the state's ambitious education goals.
At the same time, the governor floated raising income taxes for the state's wealthiest earners and increasing taxes on some capital gains, gambling and cannabis to fill the looming budget hole. However, the proposed change to the state's tax system would lower what nearly two-thirds of Maryland taxpayers pay, saving them an average of $173, and up to $300 per year.
For months, Moore has been foreshadowing that the state will face difficult choices as it seeks to address its worst financial crisis in 20 years, leading to budget shortfalls that are projected to balloon to nearly $6 billion by 2030.
Wednesday's announcement offered the first glimpse into how the governor is willing to carry out the $2 billion in curtailed state spending he announced last week and signaled that he believes the fiscal crisis has met the "high bar" he set for raising new revenue.
Moore cast his plan as an approach that reins in expenditures while also investing $750 million in economic growth, especially in emerging industries such as cybersecurity, defense contracting, quantum computing and life sciences.
Now, Moore is tasked with making the case to lawmakers and the public to justify his proposed cuts and tax plan, the starting point in negotiations over how to address the budget shortfalls and steer Maryland to financial health.
"Where we can find efficiencies and where we can make things work better, we have to be unafraid to do it as a state," Moore said in an interview Wednesday morning.
Lawmakers and advocates were still combing through the details of Moore's plan, but many said the $67 billion proposed budget is a good starting point.
Moore's proposal, which state lawmakers are likely to debate over the next 21/2 months, balances the budget and would leave the state with a $106 million positive cash balance.
Sen. Jim Rosapepe (D-Prince George's), vice chair of the Budget and Taxation Committee, welcomed the idea of asking the state's wealthiest residents to contribute more in taxes.
Moore's proposed overhaul of the tax code would result in lower bills for 60 percent of Maryland taxpayers, no change for 22 percent and a tax hike for 18 percent -- the increases are largely concentrated among those who make $750,000 or more per year, Moore said Wednesday.
Rosapepe said Maryland's tax plan has been "too regressive for too long" and applauded the governor's proposal to shift the tax burden away from working people and onto the state's highest earners.
"Working people feel they pay too much in taxes, and they do," Rosapepe said.
The governor's budget plan is roughly 1.2 percent larger than in fiscal 2025 but would slow spending on some key initiatives that Moore campaigned on and that state leaders have touted as major priorities.
Among other cuts, Moore proposed temporarily freezing enrollment in the state's child-care scholarship program, trimming the anticipated budget of the state's Developmental Disabilities Administration and decreasing investment in public universities.
The governor has also floated cost-containment measures that will ask local jurisdictions to shoulder more financial burden across multiple programs and require hospitals and insurers to contribute more to the state's hospital deficit assessment to cover expanding Medicaid expenses.
Sen. Guy Guzzone (D-Howard), chair of the Budget and Taxation Committee, called the governor's effort to address the state's deficit a "first step" in a course-correcting process that could take years, adding that he believed Moore's proposed solutions were "reasonable" -- even if Senate lawmakers may ultimately differ on the details.
Guzzone predicted lawmaker concern over Moore's proposed cuts to programs that help people with disabilities and victims of crime.
"We will look at both of those very carefully," Guzzone said. "We know how important those are to a number of constituencies."
The governor is also recommending that the state adopt a policy known as combined reporting, which requires multistate parent companies and subsidiaries to report profits together for state tax purposes. Under Moore's plan, the state would simultaneously adopt a cut to the corporate income tax rate.
The proposed tax changes also include ending the state's inheritance tax, which would be offset by lowering the estate tax exemption from $5 million to $2 million.
And Moore's plan reaps revenue from some popular pastimes, including raising the tax on recreational cannabis from 9 to 15 percent and cutting into the profits of gambling operators. The governor suggested raising the tax on sports betting from 15 to 30 percent, raising the table game tax paid by casinos from 20 to 25 percent and doubling the tax paid by sports-betting operators, from 15 to 30 percent.
Whether lawmakers will support Moore's recommendations to raise taxes for some and lower them for others remains to be seen. Nor is it clear where Democrats, who control both chambers of the General Assembly, will land on the governor's proposed cuts.
"This is the moment. We're going to be asking all Marylanders, is this important to you? Are you willing to pay a little extra to do it?" Guzzone said. "That's what this moment is about."
Republican lawmakers said they welcome Moore's emphasis on growing the state's economy, his proposal to lower corporate taxes and cut income taxes for many Marylanders, but they did not support other parts of the governor's plan.
"I was very pleased he talked at length about how we have to grow our private sector economy," said House Minority Leader Jason C. Buckel (R-Allegany). Buckel said investment in making Maryland a more competitive, business-friendly state was the "long-term solution" to budget woes.
Still, Buckel said he would have liked to see deeper cuts to spending and a plan that did not rely on increasing income taxes for nearly 1 in 5 Maryland taxpayers.
Del. David Moon (D-Montgomery), the House majority leader, called Moore's plan "thoughtful and thorough."
"I am applauding the governor at the moment for digging in on the deficit," Moon said.
Last year, House Democrats proposed their own $1.2 billion tax, toll and fee increase package to generate revenue, though the General Assembly ultimately passed more modest changes to avoid major cuts to the state's transportation budget.
Moon said Moore's plan doesn't exactly match their old one and predicted that his members will need to spend time comparing the proposed cuts and revenue to ensure the underlying values align.
"It's going to be incumbent on the governor to sell the plan to the public," Moon said.
Moon said one of the "trickier parts" of Moore's budget plan will be the proposed cuts and delayed rollouts to key elements of the Blueprint.
The governor's plan would permanently slash funding for behavioral health services in schools from $130 million to $40 million and delay the rollout of designated planning time for teachers, a move that would also affect the underlying formula used to decide how much money schools receive.
"We in the House have a high bar for changes to the Blueprint and public schools spending," Moon said, adding that his members will need to see "good justification" for Moore's modifications.
On Wednesday, Moore made the case that wealthier Marylanders -- like himself -- should be willing to contribute more in the form of higher taxes to help support better schools, safer streets and a stronger economy, even as the state reduces the tax burden for most taxpayers.
"We refuse to balance the budget on the backs of working cl
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D.C.-area forecast: Snow showers possible today. Coldest air of the season on the way.
After a chance of rain showers on Saturday and snow showers on Sunday, the next Arctic front blasts us with frigid air much of next week.
By David Streit | 2025-01-16

Still some snow left at the National Mall on Monday. (Falak Shah/Flickr) 


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
3/10: A warm up is in no hurry. Instead it's still pretty cold, with maybe some p.m. snow showers or a flurry.
Winter still has a tight grip today with a chance of snow showers. Temperatures recover to seasonable levels tomorrow into the weekend. Light rain showers on Saturday are probably followed by snow showers on Sunday. That's when the next Arctic front arrives, blasting us with frigid air much of next week.
Today (Thursday): Clouds quickly increase this morning and a weak system moves through with occasional flurries, maybe a few show showers, during the afternoon into early evening. Can't rule out a light coating and slick roads at some point, especially north of the Beltway where it will be colder. Highs are only in the mid-30s with light winds from the south. Confidence: Medium
Tonight: Any snow showers or flurries should end early in the evening, then skies gradually clear into the overnight. Winds remain light, from the west, as lows drop to the low to mid-20s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast into next week...
Tomorrow (Friday): Still fairly chilly in the morning. But near-normal afternoon highs should feel pretty good under sunny skies. Temperatures top out near 40 to the low 40s with just a light breeze. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Skies remain clear and afford a good view of Saturn and Venus rubbing elbows on the southwest horizon in the early evening. Breezes remain light. Lows hold in the mid- to upper 20s. Confidence: High
Clouds return on Saturday as a cold front approaches from the west. Light rain showers are possible in the afternoon, and could initially mix with a few snowflakes, with highs around 40 to 45. Most of the rain should be on its way out by evening. Saturday night lows only fall to the upper 20s to low 30s. Confidence: Medium
On Sunday a sprawling mass of Arctic air begins spilling into our region. Highs still manage the mid- to upper 30s, but snow showers are possible, especially late morning into afternoon. Some models have shown the potential for an inch or two of accumulation, but confidence in that is still pretty low. Skies clear Sunday night with increasing winds and lows plummeting to the teens. Confidence: Low
Sunshine should be plentiful on Monday, both Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Inauguration Day, but temperatures are no holiday as highs may not make it out of the 20. Wind chills hover in the single digits to teens. Many areas could dip to lows in the single digits Monday night, with more of the same brutal chill Tuesday and probably Wednesday. Confidence: Medium
A daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-10 scale.
3/10 (|): Uncertain if snow showers today or Sunday will be heavy enough to coat the ground. If those don't materialize, there could be another chance later next week.
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Betty Monkman, longtime curator of White House treasures, dies at 82
During 35 years under eight presidents, she was entrusted with the conservation and care of thousands of artistic and decorative artifacts in the White House. 
By Emily Langer | 2025-01-16

Betty C. Monkman served on the White House curatorial staff for 35 years, under eight presidents. (The White House Historical Association)


Betty C. Monkman, a former White House curator who during 35 years under eight presidents was entrusted with the conservation and care of thousands of artistic and decorative treasures in the residence's collection, died Jan. 7 in Vienna, Virginia. She was 82.
She died at the home of a niece, Elizabeth Jackson-Pettine, who confirmed her death and said the cause was leukemia.
Ms. Monkman joined the fledgling White House curatorial staff in 1967, the year she turned 25. The role of curator had been created only six years earlier by first lady Jacqueline Kennedy and was officially established by an executive order of President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964.
Ms. Monkman was first hired as a registrar, tasked with keeping logs and inventories of a sprawling trove that had not yet been brought up to modern curatorial standards. She quickly earned the admiration of her colleagues with her knowledge, resourcefulness and respect for the traditions and history of the residence.
She was promoted to assistant curator in 1980 and became chief curator in 1997, a role she held until her retirement in 2002 and that encompassed preservation, conservation and interpretation.
"She very much cared for the collection and the White House itself, and that responsibility and enthusiasm was something that other people picked up on," said Lydia Tederick, a colleague who later served as chief curator. "It was kind of catchy."
With its vast holdings of artwork, furnishings, rugs, decorative pieces, textiles, light fixtures, china and flatware -- items ranging from first lady Martha Washington's sugar bowl to President Ronald Reagan's rocking chair -- the White House is a repository of centuries of American history.
Ms. Monkman's knowledge made her a go-to guide for important guests, including Raisa Gorbachev, the wife of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, who toured the residence accompanied by first lady Nancy Reagan during a visit in 1987. Raisa Gorbachev did little to hide her dislike for the White House as a home.
"I would say that humanly speaking a human being would like to live in a regular home," she remarked to a reporter. "This is a museum."

Ms. Monkman, right, assists first lady Nancy Reagan in leading Raisa Gorbachev on a tour of the White House in 1987. (Ronald Reagan Presidential Library)


Technically, she was correct. On Ms. Monkman's watch, the White House passed the exacting standards of what was then the American Association of Museums to be accredited as a museum in 1988.
But the White House also serves as a private residence. After the Inauguration Day pandemonium, with the exit of one president and the arrival of another, Ms. Monkman and her staff guided the new first family through the collection, helping them furnish the rooms of their residence to their liking and make the house a home.
However storied its furnishing may be, the president, the first family and guests must use the White House as they would any other home. They sit on chairs and occasionally don't place coasters beneath their drinks. At receptions, cookie crumbs inevitably end up on the fine rugs. Ms. Monkman and her colleagues gamely oversaw necessary repairs and refurbishments, ensuring that the treasures of the White House were well-preserved even as they added to the living grandeur of the home.
"We were kind of an all-purpose historical preservation office," said William Allman, who succeeded Ms. Monkman as chief curator, adding that they were also "the connection between the first family and the collection."

Ms. Monkman, left, leads President George W. Bush and first lady Laura Bush on a White House tour shortly after his inauguration in 2001. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


Betty Claire Monkman, one of four children, was born on Aug. 24, 1942, in Bottineau, North Dakota, and grew up in nearby Souris. Her mother was a schoolteacher, and her father ran a cafe.
Ms. Monkman received a bachelor's degree in history from the University of North Dakota in 1964 and initially followed her mother into education, taking a job as a teacher in Chicago.
Searching for other ways to indulge her love of history, she moved to Washington and worked for the D.C. Public Library before inquiring at the White House about job openings. There happened to be one for a registrar in the curator's office.
Ms. Monkman continued her education in Washington, receiving a master's degree in American civilization from George Washington University in 1980. Her survivors include a sister.
Ms. Monkman was the author of books including "The White House: Its Historic Furnishings and First Families" (2000), widely regarded as a definitive guide.
With Allman, Tederick and another curatorial colleague, Melissa C. Naulin, she wrote "Furnishing the White House: The Decorative Arts Collection" (2023). She contributed regularly to White House History Quarterly, the scholarly journal of the White House Historical Association.
Although her job was far removed from the politics of the White House, Ms. Monkman keenly felt the pressures of the place, such as when anti-Vietnam War protesters gathered outside the residence in Lafayette Square or when the Watergate affair closed in on President Richard M. Nixon. During Watergate, she said in an oral history for the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation, "I would come home at night and my legs would just ache from tension, from being there."
She also saw up close the toll that life in the White House took on its occupants. Many first families arrive with "this sense of hope and this sense of anticipation," she said, but the "reality" of living in the White House, and of their lost privacy, soon sinks in. As curator, she saw it as her duty to respect both the private life of the president and his family, as well as the historical value of the objects that surrounded him.
"The White House personifies the presidency," she once told The Washington Post. "If this place were only a museum, there wouldn't be so much interest. It changes and evolves, and that's what we are about as a nation."
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Richmond replaces utility director as Youngkin, Avula probe water outage
Richmond's utilities director resigned Wednesday and was replaced by a former state official, as investigations got underway into last week's water outage.
By Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-01-15

Volunteers hand out cases of bottled water to Richmond residents at Broad Rock Library on Jan. 8 during the water outage. (John C. Clark for The Washington Post) 


RICHMOND -- The city's utilities director resigned Wednesday and Mayor Danny Avula appointed an interim replacement as the repercussions of last week's water outage crisis in the state capital continued to play out.
The move came just a day after Republican state lawmakers blamed the administration of former mayor Levar Stoney for mismanaging the water system and promised to introduce legislation setting out job requirements for municipal utilities directors. Both Avula, who took office days before the outage, and Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) kicked off independent investigations of what went wrong.
"We need to look at policies that can make sure that this type of situation does not happen again," Senate Minority Leader Ryan T. McDougle (R-Hanover) said Tuesday, slamming "the former Democratic mayor" for failing to make needed upgrades. The General Assembly had to postpone the full start of the 2025 legislative session because of the outage, gaveling in Jan. 8 as planned but adjourning until Monday, when water service had returned to the city.
Avula said the water system was knocked out Jan. 6, when a winter storm caused a two-hour electricity outage at the century-old treatment plant. A backup battery died after an hour and generators never came on, and the lack of power caused valves to fail, flooding an equipment room, city officials said. Sensitive electronics shorted out and the IT system went offline. City residents and businesses were without water until Thursday night or Friday morning.
When water did return, customers were under a state-imposed boil-water alert until midday Saturday, when tests said it was clear to drink. Neighboring Henrico and Hanover counties, which connect to the Richmond system, saw spot outages and also faced boil-water advisories for the last few days of the crisis.
Youngkin told reporters Monday that he has launched an investigation into the causes of the outage through the state Office of Drinking Water. "We need to wait to see what that tells us," he said. "But I fully expect that there will be findings that there were operational challenges, technical challenges and equipment challenges. We've got to wait to do this work. And when we know the facts, then we will chart a course to make sure it doesn't happen again."
Avula has also promised an outside investigation, with equipment problems still flaring up. Tuesday night, a water pump failed at the treatment plant, but city officials said three main pumps and two auxiliary pumps were still distributing more than enough water to meet demand. The city's reservoir was said to be at a "normal operating height" of just over 17 feet.
By Wednesday afternoon, the city had a new utilities director: Anthony "Scott" Morris, an engineer and Navy veteran who is coming to the position from serving as director of water for the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality.
Though the position was officially interim, a spokeswoman for the state DEQ said Morris had stepped down from his state job. "He has been an incredible asset to DEQ, and although we hate to see him leave, we are ecstatic that he will be working with the City of Richmond to address their longstanding infrastructure needs," agency spokeswoman Irina Calos said via email.
"As someone with a history of working in local and state water service roles, including a previous tenure with the City of Richmond as a wastewater plant chief operator, I am excited to return to Richmond to lead the Department of Public Utilities," Morris said in a news release. He has also served as chief deputy of the state DEQ and spent a decade working in the water department in Chesterfield County.
He replaces April Bingham, who had drawn criticism for her leadership of the Richmond department that oversees four utilities -- natural gas, water, wastewater and stormwater -- serving 500,000 commercial and residential customers in the city and surrounding counties.
McDougle seemed to single out Bingham, who is not an engineer, by promising this week that Senate Republicans will file a bill requiring public utilities to be led by someone with "either degrees or a certain level of certifications."
McDougle's home district in Hanover suffered outages and boil-water restrictions, and he noted that Richmond had received a notice from the federal Environmental Protection Agency in 2022 outlining concerns about its aging water treatment facility. The city utilities department did not respond to the EPA report until this year -- just days before the outage.
He argued that the previous mayor -- Stoney -- failed to spend money on upgrading known deficiencies in the water system even after receiving some $150 million in American Recovery Plan money that could have been used for that purpose during the pandemic.
A spokesman for Stoney, who was term-limited out of office and now is seeking the Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor, said Wednesday that the claims of lack of investment are untrue.
"Budgets Mayor Stoney proposed and city council adopted included funding for needed maintenance updates to the century old water plant," campaign manager Zach Marcus said via email. Marcus cited more than $13.2 million for public utilities in the 2025 budget adopted last year and $56.6 million for the water plant in the previous fiscal year.
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Man kills friend with AR-15 after argument in Maryland basement, police say
Montgomery County's first homicide of 2025 occurred in a neighborhood filled with million-dollar homes. Authorities say the weapon used was illegal in Maryland.
By Dan Morse | 2025-01-15

The home in Kensington, Maryland, where Benjamin Dresbach is accused of fatally shooting Trevor Van Devander. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


A 21-year-old man fatally shot his friend with an AR-15 rifle in a basement in Kensington, Maryland, where police found numerous other weapons and boxes of ammunition, officials in Montgomery County said this week.
Benjamin Dresbach, who called 911 to report the shooting, was ordered to remain in jail Tuesday on a charge of second-degree murder in the death of Trevor Van Devander, 29, Montgomery police said. The incident marks the county's first homicide of 2025.
The shooting, just north of the Capital Beltway in a neighborhood of $1 million and $2 million homes, purportedly followed an argument Monday evening. Dresbach was armed with a specific type of AR-15 that is illegal in the state and fired from such a close range that soot was found on Van Devander's clothing, according to Assistant State's Attorney Donna Fenton. "This was a close-contact wound," Fenton said in court.
The weapon was loaded with 27 rounds of ammunition, Fenton added. Two other people were inside the home and upstairs at the time.

The Montgomery County District Courthouse in Rockville. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


In ordering Dresbach to remain in jail without bond, District Judge Holly Reed said Monday the allegations were troubling.
"He is a danger to the community," Reed said.
Dresbach's attorney, in arguing for his release under home-detention and ankle monitor restrictions, told Reed that firearms in the home could be surrendered to law enforcement during the case if they hadn't already been. She said that it's not clear what transpired in the basement and that it could have been an accident.
"I believe there needs to be some more investigation to determine exactly that happened," said Assistant Public Defender Sheherazade Stewart.
After the hearing, the county's head public defender, Sean Mukherjee, said that following the incident, Dresbach called for help. "It would be prudent to avoid a rush to judgment here," Mukherjee said.
Van Devander lived in the Sykesville area, police said. Two of his family members declined to comment.
About 5:40 p.m. Monday, according to Montgomery police, the county's 911 center received a call about a shooting in a home on Franklin Street just off of Connecticut Avenue. A police dispatcher relayed the information to patrol officers: "Ben is the complainant. He is advising that he just shot his friend," she said, according to OpenMHz, which archives audio from public safety scanners.
"There's a total of four people in the house: The complainant, the victim, the complainant's brother, the complainant's father," the dispatcher added. "The victim has been shot in the shoulder and is not breathing."
She said that there were weapons on the floor next to where the victim was shot and that the caller would be outside waiting for officers without any weapons.
Officers placed Dresbach in custody and found Van Devander in the basement. A bullet had traveled across his shoulder, according to authorities, and struck his head. Van Devander was pronounced dead on the scene.
Among those called to the scene was Fenton, who recalled in court Tuesday what she saw and noticed in the basement.
"There was a strong odor of marijuana. There was a great deal of alcohol about," Fenton said.
In addition to the alleged murder weapon, Fenton said, she also spotted two other rifles and three shotguns "laid out" in the bedroom area of the basement and "numerous additional firearms" visible. Police also found ammunition inside and outside of a safe, Fenton said.
Dresbach was taken to police headquarters for questioning and admitted to shooting Van Devander with an AR-15, according to an affidavit that investigators filed in court.
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CWG Live updates: Frigid tonight, then less chilly before next Arctic blast arrives Sunday
We could see some light snow Thursday afternoon or evening. Additional light rain showers are possible Saturday, then a chance of snow showers late Sunday.
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-01-16
Happening now: It should be among the coldest nights of the winter so far as temperatures range across the teens for much of the area. Winds diminish with time.
What's next? A little less chilly Thursday with the potential for a period of snow showers late in the day. Rain showers are possible Saturday, then a chance of flakes Sunday as the next cold blast arrives.
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Man killed in shootout with D.C. police was veteran with PTSD, mother says
"He was a good man who served this country," said the mother of Derrick Williams, who was killed in the police shootout Monday in a NoMa apartment building.
By Olivia George | 2025-01-15

Police stand outside an apartment building where officers were shot and wounded and an alleged assailant was killed Monday morning in Northeast D.C. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Derrick Williams moved to the nation's capital in September, hoping the change of scenery would help him build a life beyond the death and destruction he witnessed during military deployments years prior, his mother said. Memories from Iraq, Afghanistan and the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina haunted him.
He found a rental he could afford in the NoMa area in Northeast D.C. with easy public transportation to the veterans hospital. His mom said she talked to her son on the phone regularly. He told her he was in therapy, trying to treat his PTSD.
That's why, Malinda Williams said, the news she received Monday was so stunning. Three police officers had been wounded in a shootout with her son, and the 45-year-old veteran had been shot and killed.
"He was not a thug. He was a good man who served this country," she said, speaking to a news organization for the first time since her son's death.
Now she is trying to unspool how her son -- "smart and quiet" -- found himself at the center of the chaotic incident in one of D.C.'s most rapidly redeveloping neighborhoods.
According to Malinda Williams, 67, he spent his childhood in a home steeped in the importance of civic service. His dad worked for the Navy; his mom was an FBI clerk. Derrick joined the Army, she said, deploying to Iraq and Afghanistan. Later a member of the National Guard, he helped rescue civilians during Hurricane Katrina.

Police gather in the 300 block of Florida Avenue NE on Monday. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


He spent the years that followed trying to process what he'd witnessed, his mom said.
Some who lived near Derrick Williams in the upscale i5 Union Market apartment building said that in the days leading up to the shooting, he had behaved menacingly. One resident told The Washington Post that he had disrupted a private party held in the penthouse the weekend before, showing "signs of duress, signs of risk." Another told The Post he broke into her room and threatened her right before the shooting. Police say he also threatened others earlier that morning.
And the day before the shooting, police officers responded to a reported theft at the apartment complex. Surveillance footage revealed Williams took a laptop, mug and water bottle that someone had left unattended in the lobby and then "fled to his apartment," police records show.
"All I know is that my baby is dead," Malinda Williams said.
Police received the first 911 call about an armed suspect in the lobby at 4:38 a.m. Monday. He fled elsewhere in the building. When he returned to the lobby at 320 Florida Ave. NE, according to police, officers immediately attempted to take him into custody.
A "struggle ensued," according to the police statement, then Williams and the officers exchanged gunfire.
Malinda said she did not know her son had a gun.
"I was absolutely shocked when police told me," she said the day after the D.C. department posted a picture on social media of a black gun they recovered from the scene and suspect belonged to Williams.
"He had PTSD. He did not need a gun with his mental state," she said. "Ever since he got out of the Army, he's really been working with therapy."
As a child, Derrick Williams kept to himself, she said. He would fill his pockets with Matchbox cars and action figures to stay entertained alone. He read late into the night.
He was born in D.C., but the family moved to California when he was in second grade. His father was stationed at a naval base in San Diego.
They moved again, to Albany, Georgia, where Derrick graduated from high school, his mother said.
Initially, his mother said, he attended the Marion Military Institute. He left for active duty.
He was deployed Iraq and Afghanistan -- three years of active service in total, she said.
U.S. Army spokesperson Heather J. Hagan confirmed he served in the Army from 2001 to 2004, working as a soldier who manages the petroleum supply. He left the Army in the rank of specialist.
He joined the Georgia National Guard in 2005 for a year, Hagan said.
During that time, his mother said, he assisted with rescue operations for Hurricane Katrina.
"He said that was worse than the war zones he'd been in," his mother said. The damage, the death. He never forgot the X's spray-painted onto homes, rescue shorthand to keep track of which buildings had been searched. Often they bore merciful news: Zero people alive inside.
In 2009, he moved to the D.C. area for two years, living with an aunt and working as a security guard, she said.
He then returned to Atlanta, she said, and attended Georgia State University with help from the GI Bill, she said, first studying accounting and then African American studies. He was inspired by an uncle, who was a professor in the field and was "all about trying to empower our people," she said.
He had only a semester left when he dropped out. He qualified for disability and lived in Atlanta, taking on odd jobs but not doing much else. He was not married and did not have any children, his mother said.

Police gathered on Florida Avenue NE, where three D.C. police officers were shot and wounded. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


He returned to D.C. in September, moving into i5 Union Market, a glass-clad complex that boasts of a rooftop infinity pool and floor-to-ceiling windows on its website. Monthly rent for a studio apartment starts at $2,279, according to the website. There are also less expensive "co-living" offerings: rent-by-the-bedroom apartments. Williams lived in one of those room rentals on the ninth floor, another tenant told The Post.
"He was keeping to himself. He told me he made a point not to go out," his mother said.
She said he told her about a cat he met in the building and was occasionally feeding. "Other than that, nothing," she said. He also called his sister every day. She is "developmentally delayed," their mother said, and lives in a residential home.
"I don't think she's fully grasped the news yet," Malinda Williams said. "But when she does, it is going to be hard. I don't fully get it yet myself."
On Monday, the police called Derrick Williams's father, her ex-husband, first. Then he called her. She was at work in Booneville, Mississippi, so didn't pick up at first. He called again and again, she said.
"Sit down," she recalled him saying. "Derrick is dead. The police killed him."
The three officers involved in Monday's shooting have been placed on administrative leave while authorities investigate, in accordance with department policy.
Meanwhile, Derrick Williams's parents are organizing a trip to meet with D.C. police. They want to make plans for his afterlife care and find out more about their son's final weeks and days in the city they hoped would offer him a new chapter.
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Calls to adjust Maryland 'Blueprint' for schools grow amid budget concerns
Maryland schools and governments are struggling to fund the education reform plan, which aims to improve teacher pay and increase planning time, among other changes.
By Nicole Asbury | 2025-01-15

Then-Maryland House Speaker Michael Busch and other leading Democrats in the General Assembly during a 2019 news conference. (Brian Witte/AP)


Four years after Maryland lawmakers approved an ambitious reform plan to pump billions into the state's public schools, Gov. Wes Moore (D) and state superintendents are seeking to make changes or delay some requirements.
While support for the concept behind the "Blueprint for Maryland's Future" has been robust, school and county leaders have raised concerns about the ability of localities to shoulder their share of the cost. Those worries have grown as counties and the state prepare for another year of tight budgets and worries of a bigger hole in the years ahead.
The Blueprint -- which calls for measures such as expanding prekindergarten, raising teacher pay and increasing planning time for educators -- was passed after the General Assembly overrode a veto from then-Gov. Larry Hogan (R). The 10-year plan took effect in 2021 and is projected to increase annual education spending by roughly $4 billion in local and state money.
There have been few changes to the law so far.
On Wednesday, Moore said he would ask the legislature to delay a requirement to build in additional preparation time for teachers and instead focus on recruiting -- an idea he first pitched to county officials last month. The governor said that and other adjustments to the Blueprint could save roughly $2.5 billion through fiscal 2030.
"I believe in the promise of the Blueprint, and I definitely believe in the promise of our children," he told the Maryland Association of Counties in December. "But the realization of that promise doesn't come from strict adherence to formulas at all costs."
The concerns about the Blueprint's cost came almost immediately, with Hogan citing the potential financial burden in his veto. Last year, the Maryland Association of Counties wrote a letter to Moore and legislative leaders expressing concern that the law applies "a one-size-fits-all approach to education investment and implementation that does not account for our state's diverse local government capacities, processes, and abilities." They said the Blueprint spending mandates could take away from other local priorities and needs.
Worries over the Blueprint's funding have escalated in recent months as Maryland lawmakers are facing a projected $3 billion budget gap ahead of the fiscal year that starts July 1, and the state's financial outlook could worsen if cuts to the federal workforce promised by President-elect Donald Trump materialize. The Blueprint's costs are covered by a dedicated fund, but it is expected to run out of money in fiscal 2027. After that, the costs will come out of the state's general fund unless lawmakers decide otherwise, according to the Department of Legislative Services.
Superintendents charged with implementing the Blueprint say they are in an increasingly precarious fiscal situation because of the state's dire financial outlook, jurisdictions' tight budgets and the rising costs associated with running a school district. They say the Blueprint has improved schools, pointing to successes such as the addition of "community schools" that give schools with a significant enrollment of low-income students additional funding to cover wraparound programs such as vision and dental services and access to mental health practitioners.
But they also say changes need to be made to make the law more feasible.
"That's the biggest challenge with the Blueprint," said J. Scott Smith, superintendent of St. Mary's County Public Schools in southern Maryland. "You can't disagree with any of the tenets of the Blueprint. It's just a question of, 'How do you pay for it?'"
Sean Bulson, superintendent of Harford County Public Schools, said district leaders understand the state's budget picture. It's why he says officials need to "make deliberate strategic decisions about which [Blueprint] investments are yielding the best return for our students."
Bulson, whose district is anticipating a $60 million budget shortfall for the upcoming fiscal year, told families during a budget forum in November that the Blueprint has "tied up our money in a way." Under the Blueprint law, school districts can't deviate from some spending requirements.
In an interview, Bulson said the school system's financial challenges are exacerbated because officials are expecting its funding from the county will remain flat. In October, Harford County Executive Bob Cassilly posted a video on Facebook stating that the school's budget request, paired with those from other county agencies, would require him to raise property taxes by about 25 percent. But he added that he doesn't want to raise taxes and appealed to residents to contact the county council, which has the final say on the budget.
In the meantime, Bulson has asked families in his district to fill out a survey about which school initiatives they would be willing to drop to help close the expected budget gap.
Other jurisdictions have also reported struggling with tight budgets and relying on county government to compensate for the gaps. Last year, Montgomery County Public Schools received a $147 million increase in local and state funding, but it was still $30 million short of the district's request. To compensate, the school system delayed expanding some prekindergarten seats -- a provision called for in the Blueprint.
In St. Mary's County, Smith said he anticipates that he will have to rely on county commissioners to fund any budget increases from Blueprint. The school system was able to reach the $60,000 starting salary for teachers that the Blueprint calls for, but it's unclear how the district will be able to afford further salary step increases.
"We have really good things going on, but we need to have that continued investment for the next several years," he said.
In December, the state's superintendent association released a 12-page legislative agenda that suggested tweaks to the Blueprint. Among the recommendations: Altering a measure that requires districts cover the fees for AP exams, dual enrollment and similar programs for all students -- regardless of income. Instead, they pitched that districts should cover the costs only for students who meet certain income requirements and cap the costs for other students.
The Accountability and Implementation Board (AIB), a state governing body charged with overseeing the Blueprint's progress, is reviewing the recommendations, said board chair Isiah Leggett. He said the board has a joint meeting scheduled with the state board of education Jan. 28 that may include a formal response to some of the superintendents' suggestions.
Leggett said there have been few changes to the Blueprint so far, but that the board has always anticipated that some adjustments would be needed.
"The suggestion that a measure this broad, covering so many aspects of education, that you would not have adjustments somewhere along the line is a mistake," he said.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) holds a news conference on Jan. 8. (Jonathan Newton for The Washington Post)


Last week, the AIB approved Moore's suggestion to delay the planned increase in collaborative planning time for teachers.
Currently, most educators spend about 20 percent of their work day planning and the rest teaching. But the Blueprint calls for the amount of planning time to increase to 40 percent -- with some of the increase originally expected to take effect in the 2025-26 school year. The additional time was intended to allow teachers to determine which students were falling behind academically and determine potential interventions. The change included additional funding for schools that would have also kicked in this upcoming school year.
On Friday, the AIB voted unanimously to recommend a delay in adding the extra planning time, citing a nationwide teacher shortage exacerbated by covid. In a document explaining the proposal, the board said about 12,000 to 15,000 teachers needed to be hired first to ensure there was enough staff to teach children before increasing the time for planning. The change was supported by Maryland State Board of Education President Joshua L. Michael, who said in an interview that the state has to focus on hiring to avoid needing to increase class sizes.
In releasing his budget proposal Wednesday, Moore said that if the legislature agrees to pause the planning time addition, some districts who want to experiment with more collaborative time would be offered grants. He also is recommending freezing state funding for community schools at the levels offered for fiscal 2026.
"We will slow the implementation of certain mandated priorities to ensure all state programs are two things -- effective and sustainable," Moore said, adding that the government needed to "rein in spending."
Leggett said the board can't pinpoint how long the pause on the planning time increase would last. Leggett added that the board doesn't want to "X out all of the resources," since schools may need more funding to cover efforts to attract more teachers.
Michael said the state board is working with superintendents to "make adjustments as needed," and some of it will be addressed in upcoming state board meetings.
"Our goal is to have that world-class education to be ranked among the top states in the country," Michael said. "We think the Blueprint points us in that direction. ... It's about how do we adapt to the realities as we go so that we can stay on that trajectory."
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Maryland proposes delivery fee to pay for transportation needs
Some vehicle costs would also be raised to cover billions in transit and road repairs.
By Rachel Weiner | 2025-01-15

An early morning MARC train headed for Washington leaves the Monocacy station in September 2022. Added fees would be used in part for MARC repairs. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post)


Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) wants to tack a 75-cent fee onto delivery orders from big businesses like Amazon and DoorDash to help pay for billions in transportation improvements over the next five years. The plan unveiled in Moore's proposed budget would also double vehicle emission inspection fees, speed up a planned bump in registration fees, and get rid of a title tax allowance for more expensive vehicles.
In return the state will pay down its debt, update rail systems and improve highways that officials said in the fall would have to be left in disrepair due to a shortfall of more than $1 billion. The moves, which would add about $695 million a year to the budget through a combination of the fees and federal support, come the same week Moore announced a plan to plug other holes in the state budget by raising income tax rates for the state's wealthiest residents.
Moore "recognizes where we are in terms of what people are feeling in ... their own personal budgets," Maryland Transportation Secretary Paul J. Wiedefeld said in announcing the plan. "But a lot of the things that he wants to do with this is basically protect the investments we have." Failing to improve existing roads, bridges and transit, he said, would be both economically damaging and unsafe for drivers and riders.
States across the country have been grappling with declining revenue from gas, transit and vehicle registration as fewer people commute and more people buy electric vehicles while construction costs continue to rise. So has the federal government; the Highway Trust Fund, paid for with gas taxes, is running a large and growing deficit. Maryland, which relies heavily on fuel and vehicle fees to fund transportation, has been hit particularly hard.
"The gasoline tax is not the future," Wiedefeld said. "We have to start to think about how do we ... have other users pay for the use of the system."
The delivery fee would apply only to companies with retail sales of more than $500,000, Wiedefeld said, so as not to affect small businesses such as local restaurants. Last year, a similar 75-cent fee was added to ride-hailing trips in the state through companies like Uber and Lyft. Residents registering new cars valued at over $15,000 would no longer be able to deduct the cost of an old vehicle. Car inspection costs, currently capped at $14, would go up to $30. Late fees would also go up, as would the cost of paying for car registration in installments.
The delivery fee alone is expected to raise $225 million annually, while the end of the registration credit for more-expensive vehicles will raise $140 million.
In September, the administration proposed $1.3 billion in cuts to the capital transportation budget, saying the state could not afford to even begin planning for new projects. This proposal restores some -- but not all -- of the cuts in that plan. The budget still does not include funds for a new American Legion Bridge; Wiedefeld said the administration is in discussion with county officials on that project. There are deep disagreements in the state over whether the state should widen its portion of the Capital Beltway to match added express lanes on the Virginia side of the span.
The proposal includes money for widening and modernizing Interstate 81 and Route 15 in Western Maryland. Baltimore's crumbling light-rail system would get an overhaul, from new cars to the new stations needed to accommodate them. Moore would also restore funds to study the environmental impact of a rapid bus transit line from Waldorf in Charles County to the Green Line Metro station at Branch Avenue in Prince George's County. The planned cuts to that project were heavily protested by lawmakers in Southern Maryland, who have been advocating for it for years and had secured federal support to move it forward. Preparations for safety improvements to Route 97 in Silver Spring and Medical Center Drive in Landover are back also in the state's plans.
Of the new money raised by the state each year, $65 million will go toward operating the current transportation system, while $155 million will go toward paying off debt. Altogether, the state plans to spend $21 billion more on transportation infrastructure through 2030, up from about $19 billion last year.
The proposal must win the approval of the state legislature, where some Democratic leaders have been pushing the Moore administration to raise more money for transportation needs.
State Del. Marc Korman (D-Montgomery), who chairs the House transportation committee, said he was glad to see some cuts restored but that the new money is enough only to put the state "back in the same problematic position" it was in before last fall's proposal, with no money for new projects and not enough to advance many long-gestating ones.
"If you want to do even systemwide state of good repair, even maintenance, it requires more," he said. "And if you want to do big projects like the American Legion Bridge, it requires a lot more."
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Amid a cold and snowy January in D.C., the most frigid weather is still to come
Temperatures will probably hold in the 20s on Monday through Wednesday next week, with bitter wind chills. Snow is possible Sunday.
By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-01-16

People walk near the Washington Monument during a snowstorm Jan. 6. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Winter has hit the D.C. area with a vengeance this January after being missing in action in many recent years. This month's coldest weather has yet to arrive, and there could be more snow, too.
Next week, a lobe of the polar vortex will plunge into the Lower 48 states, delivering a brutal blast of Arctic air. The chill will arrive in the District on Sunday, setting the stage for the coldest presidential inauguration since President Ronald Reagan's in 1985. Some snow is possible Sunday as the cold air moves in, and there may be more opportunities for frozen precipitation next week.
So far, this January has delivered persistently below-normal temperatures and above-normal snowfall reminiscent of past decades when wintry weather was more reliable. All but four days this month have been colder than normal amid the 6 to 12 inches of snow that has blanketed the region.

Predicted high and low temperatures for the next 10 days from an average of computer models. (WeatherBell)


Colder weather will grip the region through Thursday, but it is poised to gradually ease, if only briefly, Friday and Saturday.
The Arctic cold front -- ushering in the frigid blast of air -- will swing through Sunday, holding temperatures in the 30s. The cold will keep pouring in during Inauguration Day, when temperatures may not reach 25 degrees, with wind chills hovering in the single digits and teens.
The worst of the cold is expected Tuesday, when the National Weather Service is forecasting a low of 12 degrees and a high of 22. The last instance of temperatures this low was on Christmas Eve in 2022, when the low was 9 and the high 22.

Low temperature forecast for next Tuesday. (The Washington Post)


Tuesday's predicted temperatures aren't far from the average coldest day in a given year -- when the high is 25 and the low 13.
Wednesday will probably be extremely cold, too, with highs in the 20s and lows in the single digits and teens.
The intensity of the cold will relax after that, but temperatures will probably remain at least slightly below normal for the rest of the week, meaning highs in the 30s to near 40.
There are some indications that, by the end of January or early February, the weather pattern will shift to a milder one. That would bring temperatures closer to normal: more 40s than 30s for highs.

A European model simulation of snow in the D.C. area Sunday. (WeatherBell)


The persistently cold weather keeps offering opportunities for snow, and there are at least a few over the next week.
A few snow showers or flurries are possible Thursday afternoon and evening, but chances are only about 30 percent around the District. The odds of snowfall increase somewhat toward northern Maryland and the mountains of Virginia; some areas could see a dusting or so.
The most promising chance of snow is Sunday, as a weak disturbance forms along the Arctic front moving through. However, the ceiling for accumulation is somewhat limited.
The European model shows the potential for about 1 to 2 inches, while the American model forecasts a dusting or less. Modeling systems, on balance, indicate just about a 30 to 40 percent chance of an inch of snow. The snow, should it materialize, will probably fall between Sunday morning and afternoon.

National Blend of Models snowfall forecast. (The Washington Post)


After Sunday, some models had been hinting at the possibility of winter storminess around Jan. 22-23 and/or Jan. 24-25. However, they have backed off some of the Jan. 22-23 prediction and now mostly suggest that any storminess will remain to the south. And it's too soon to reliably assess the potential for a storm later next week.
The cold weather that has gripped the area since shortly after New Year's has been notable for its persistence and longevity. January's average temperature of 34.1 degrees is running 3.6 degrees below the 1991-2020 normal or average.
Temperatures have failed to rise above the 30s for nine days, which is more than twice the average number of such days midway through the month.
It's the coldest opening to a year since 2018, when the average temperature was 29.4 degrees.
Despite the sustained chill, unusual of late, no cold-weather records have been threatened. The January average temperatures, as chilly as it's been, are warmer than what was typical in the early 1900s.
D.C.'s 7.9 inches in January is about 5.5 inches above average for the first two weeks of the month and 3 inches above average for the whole month. The seasonal total of 8 inches is about twice the norm through mid-January.

Winter snowfall as of Wednesday morning. (The Washington Post)


This January and last January mark the first consecutive Januarys with above-average snowfall since 2010 and 2011. The combined snowfall is the most in consecutive Januaries since 1987 and 1988 (when just shy of 34 inches fell).
Through Tuesday, nine straight days had at least 1 inch of snow cover at Reagan National Airport, the most in a month since that many days following the historic blizzard in January 2016.
There was no report of snow on the ground Wednesday at the airport, although snow persists in many other parts of the area.
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Arlington to fly drones for safety on Inauguration Day
Arlington County, Virginia, across the Potomac from D.C., will fly drones as a safety measure on Inauguration Day.
By Martin Weil | 2025-01-15

A drone flies over a neighborhood near where a person barricaded himself during a standoff with law enforcement in Washington on Feb. 14. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Arlington County, the Northern Virginia suburb across the Potomac River from Washington, said it will operate drones at places throughout the county Monday as part of Inauguration Day safety and security measures.
Authorities have announced heightened security for the inauguration, but the Arlington announcement appears to be one of the first -- if not the first -- by a local jurisdiction to describe the deployment of drones.
Unexplained sightings of the aerial devices became a matter of considerable public interest at the close of last year and spurred many expressions of concern.
In describing preparations for major public events this month, authorities have sought to provide general reassurance and prepare residents for drone sightings at strategic places and moments.
In Tuesday's announcement, Arlington County said its police department and its "regional partners" in law enforcement "will operate Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), commonly referred to as drones, at various locations throughout Arlington County."
Flights would begin in early morning and continue into late Monday, according to the announcement. Hours were listed as 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.
In detailing preparations for major public events this month, including the funeral of former president Jimmy Carter, authorities appeared to be considering the need to prepare the public for sightings of drones.
In a briefing before the funeral, a Secret Service official said his agency would use drones as part of a comprehensive security plan and advised residents not to be alarmed if the devices are seen at events or during training.
Several police agencies in the area either already use drones in their normal operations or have reported plans to do so. However, sightings of drones are not routine in Arlington County.
"Drones are not permitted to fly over Arlington County except for very limited circumstances," the county said.
It has coordinated the drone flights with the Department of Homeland Security, the Federal Aviation Administration and Reagan National Airport, Arlington said.
However, the county said that "operational security" prevented it from providing specific locations "where the drones will be surveying."
Despite the special plans for Monday, Arlington County is a "No Drone Zone," and recreational drone flights are prohibited.
Parts of Arlington are geographically closer to the site of  Monday's swearing-in ceremony than many parts of the District itself, and the approaches to major highway bridges leading into Washington are in Arlington.
"The safety and security of the residents, visitors and businesses of the National Capital Region remains our top priority," the county said.
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A Virginia law to protect pedestrians has almost never been used
Virginia lawmakers hoped a 2020 law would help protect pedestrians. It's been used to convict eight people in four years.
By Rachel Weiner | 2025-01-15

Pedestrians cross Route 123 in Tysons, Virginia, on Nov. 10, 2022. (Eric Lee for The Washington Post)


In 2020, Virginia passed a law intended to make it easier to prosecute drivers who hit pedestrians or cyclists. But prosecutors across the state have brought charges under the law 32 times in the last four years. In only eight of those cases was someone convicted of the charge.
It's a national problem with what are known as "vulnerable road user" laws, which generally penalize "careless or distracted" driving that results in a serious injury or death for someone outside a car. The laws are meant to punish drivers in those scenarios who, because they weren't speeding, drunk or otherwise reckless, might get away with only a ticket.
But prosecutors rarely charge them, and some judges have thrown out cases for lack of evidence of bad behavior. The same is true in Maryland; in the three years their similar law has been in effect, it was charged 34 times and only led to a conviction six times.
"Many of these laws try to fill a gap in the law," said Ken McLeod, policy director for the League of American Bicyclists, but "its harder to fill that gap than creators initially thought."
State Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-Alexandria) plans to introduce legislation this year that would sidestep debate over what counts as "careless" or "distracted" by punishing any driver who seriously injures or kills somebody in a crosswalk or legally on a roadway with up to a year in jail and a $2,500 fine. That's the same maximum punishment as in the state's vulnerable road user law, which is equivalent to reckless driving.
"There are people who are being struck in crosswalks, crossing the street, without much of a penalty at all," Ebbin said.
"I'm hopeful that this year it will actually get through," said Mike Doyle of the safety advocacy group Northern Virginia Families for Safe Streets. Doyle was hit by a turning SUV driver in a crosswalk in Old Town Alexandria in 2016; he suffered a serious head injury and it took him three years to recover. "Otherwise you can go around killing people and get a $250 fine" -- the current maximum punishment in Virginia for failure to yield to a pedestrian. As in other states, pedestrian fatalities in Virginia spiked during the pandemic. The numbers have since fallen, but not to pre-pandemic levels.
State Sen. Jennifer Carroll Foy (D-Prince William), who is also a public defender, opposed an attempt by Ebbin last year to bolster the law and said she would likely not support this legislation either. Prosecutors are having a hard time convicting in these cases, she said, because there simply isn't proof of wrongdoing.
"I do think that having a guilty mind matters, your intent matters," she said. "If [prosecutors] can't make their case because the evidence is lacking, then ... the Constitution warrants that that person should be found not guilty of that crime."
The one time someone was prosecuted under the law in Alexandria, a judge threw out the charge.
Like Doyle, Sofia Kay was walking in a crosswalk when a driver turning left knocked her to the ground. The crash took place on the morning of Feb, 1, 2023; she said she still lives with the effects of a traumatic brain injury as well as back and knee pain.
"My life as it was is gone; I suffer every day," Kay said. "I'm not the person I used to be."
She gets migraines and ringing in her ears; she can no longer run, and has fallen repeatedly in the past year. She had to have two eye surgeries, she said. Emotionally, she's changed as well. She is afraid to cross the street if cars are coming; when she sees people blow through stop signs and red lights she starts yelling.
The driver, Rafaela Lara, told police she was only going about 10 mph and didn't have any distractions; she simply didn't see Kay. At trial, Assistant Public Defender Meredith Condren told jurors that "sometimes an accident is just an accident."
After all the evidence was heard, but before the jury ruled, Judge Lisa Kemler concluded that there needed to be evidence that Lara was "inattentive or careless in a criminal sense" -- such as speeding, swerving, or looking at her phone. Merely establishing that it was a clear day with nothing obstructing her view of the crosswalk was not enough, she ruled.
Prosecutor Antwoine Coleman, Jr. argued that with that kind of evidence, Lara could have been charged with reckless driving. "The whole intent" behind the vulnerable road user law "was because there were pedestrian and road users being injured and ... the cases didn't meet the reckless driving standard," he said.
After the careless charge was dismissed, Lara pleaded guilty to failure to yield, which in Virginia carries a $100 penalty. "Getting away with a $100 fine, I don't think it's justice," said Kay, who was a lawyer in the Soviet Union and works on immigration cases here.
Carroll Foy said she learned that jurors would not have convicted Lara had they be given the opportunity.
"That is the sentiment of Virginians. But I think that it's exceptionally accurate," she said.
Last year, Ebbin tried to better define "careless" or "distracted" under the law to include failure to look out appropriately, driving too fast for the circumstances, adjusting the radio, eating or drinking or otherwise doing something that keeps someone from paying attention to the road. The bill died in committee.
Brad Haywood, a former public defender who lobbies the state legislature on criminal justice reform as part of the group Justice Forward Virginia, said that was the right result.
"People can't drink coffee on their commute?" he asked. "This is not the way to solve this fairly rare tragedy ... where there's no explanation and there's an empty feeling because nobody can prove that somebody did something wrong." Officials should focus on narrowing roads and improving crosswalks, he argued, instead of "holding somebody out as a scapegoat."
Sen. Scott Surovell (D-Fairfax), who wrote the original vulnerable road user law in 2020, countered that these cases are hard to prove not because they're blameless but because "most drivers lie when they're asked what they were doing," while "the pedestrian is dead or can't remember anything." He noted police attribute about 10 percent of crashes are attributed to cellphone use, while data from insurance companies indicate it's likely three times as many. (He's also introduced legislation this year to better preserve cellphone data from crashes.)
In his view, "If the driver says, 'I didn't see them,' then they're distracted or they're careless." But, he said, "The law isn't any good if nobody is going to use it."
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Small earthquake rattles part of Virginia
No damage or injuries were reported from the small quake in central Virginia, but many people reported it to the U.S. Geological Survey.
By Martin Weil | 2025-01-15
A small earthquake shook the ground in Virginia northwest of Richmond on Tuesday evening, causing no immediate reports of damage or injury but prompting a response from Gov. Glenn Youngkin.
More than 1,000 reports of people experiencing the quake reached the U.S. Geological Survey in less than four hours after it occurred at 5:29 p.m. in Henrico County, Virginia, in suburban Richmond about 100 miles southeast of Washington, D.C.
Its magnitude was given as 2.8 on the earthquake monitoring scale -- weak but apparently strong enough to be felt by several people as far away as the Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington.
"We're aware of a 2.8 magnitude earthquake that was felt in Central Virginia. Our teams are contacting local government officials now, and are working to assess the impact," Youngkin (R) said in a post on X.
"I was standing in my kitchen" in Short Pump, Virginia, "felt vibrations through my feet and then it felt like my house dropped 3-4 [inches]," a resident wrote in a response to Youngkin's post.
"I thought I was taking crazy pills," the person added.
An additional response to Youngkin came from a man who "thought it was a truck going by the house." Another post also described the quake in vehicular terms. "Rumbling in Spotsylvania," it said, "like a big truck."
Others reported that they had felt nothing, and a couple referred ironically to the relatively small magnitude of the quake. One joked that "we will rebuild."
On its "Did You Feel It" site, the USGS said the earthquake was about one kilometer, or about 3,000 feet from Wyndham, Virginia, and centered close to the surface. Its depth was estimated by the USGS as about 300 feet.
Most of those who reported feeling it appeared to be clustered around Wyndham.
In offering context, the Geological Survey said small earthquakes  have been reported in central Virginia for at least 250 years. Occasional large ones have also occurred, however, the USGS said.
Virginia has three seismic zones, or places where earthquakes occur, and one is in the central part of the state, where Tuesday's quake was centered.
According to the Geological Survey, the largest in the central Virginia seismic zone was the 5.8 quake of 2011 that caused substantial damage in the District. Under the system for describing earthquake magnitudes, the 5.8 was about 1,000 times as strong as Tuesday's quake, which was centered about 30 miles southeast of the powerful 2011 quake.
In Virginia's central seismic zone, the USGS said, smaller quakes that cause little or no damage, apparently similar to Tuesday's, "are felt each year or two."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/01/15/earthquake-virginia-usgs-richmond-youngkin/
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Commanders-Lions matchup preview: Washington's margins are thin
Washington has been a team of destiny this season, whereas Detroit has been dominant. Here's how Saturday's NFC playoff game could play out.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier | 2025-01-16
Washington's first divisional-round playoff game in nearly two decades comes against an NFL heavyweight. The Detroit Lions are the NFC's top seed and the team many view as a Super Bowl favorite, with a rabid fan base ready to spend Saturday night making Ford Field as loud as the most intense environments that Commanders rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels played in at LSU.
Here's a closer look at the matchup:

Jayden Daniels has had to do it all for the Commanders offense. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


The Commanders' hopes rest on Daniels. He'll have to shoulder another heavy load -- he has had at least 40 dropbacks and 10 runs in each of his past four full games -- and he'll have a thin margin for error against a hyperaggressive Lions defense.
Detroit defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn wants to beat you up. He plays man-to-man coverage more often than anyone else in the NFL and blitzes at the third-highest rate. He defies the trend toward faster, lighter subpackages by using bigger "base" personnel at the league's highest rate. His unit was flagged for the second-most penalties.

Lions defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn is an aggressive blitzer. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


Sometimes, Glenn's bold play-calling can leave his defense exposed -- it has allowed explosive plays at the fourth-highest rate -- but it has proved capable of taking punches. The Lions almost always outhit and outlast their opponents.
Detroit has endured a long run of injuries on defense, including star end Aidan Hutchinson and linebacker Malcolm Rodriguez. The unit is now led by two safeties -- all-pro Kerby Joseph and Pro Bowl selection Brian Branch -- and defensive end Za'Darius Smith, who was acquired at the trade deadline. Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said he respected Glenn's confidence to maintain his play style despite the injuries.
"He's going to get you," offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury said. "You just got to just stay within yourself. Sometimes you can become an emotional play caller, if you will, like, 'Oh, God, we got to make this up.' You just know with his scheme, there are going to be times that they win and they get you and you're going to have some negative plays, but you're going to have a chance, because they take risks, to hit some big ones as well. I think [the key is] staying in your pocket and not trying to force stuff, not getting out of your comfort zone and your rhythm because they've hit you on a few things."

Jahmyr Gibbs tied for the NFL lead with 16 rushing touchdowns, including three in a Week 18 game over the Vikings. He also had a touchdown reception in that victory, which clinched the No. 1 seed for the Lions. (David Reginek/Imagn Images) 


Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson has a deep bag of tricks, with laterals and offensive linemen pulling in receptions, but his best skill is knowing how to get the most out of his players. Jared Goff has revived his career in Detroit with Johnson as his play-caller, and the Lions closed the season in the company of some of the most prolific offenses in NFL history.
Detroit led the league in scoring average (33.2 points), touchdowns (70) and scoring margin (plus-222) while staying remarkably balanced in the running and passing games; the Lions are the first team to have a pair of running backs (Jahmyr Gibbs and David Montgomery) and a pair of wide receivers (Amon-Ra St. Brown and Jameson Williams) produce 1,000 scrimmage yards in a season.
Both running backs are expected to be available Saturday night -- Montgomery practiced in full Wednesday after missing Detroit's last three regular season games with a knee injury -- and they could be the biggest troublemakers for Washington.

Bobby Wagner and the Commanders defense will have its hands full with the prolific Lions. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


The Commanders' run defense was leaky throughout the regular season, allowing 137.5 rushing yards per game, third most in the NFL. They faced the top three rushers in the league -- Philadelphia's Saquon Barkley (twice), Baltimore's Derrick Henry and Atlanta's Bijan Robinson -- and Saturday will get the league leader in rushing touchdowns. Gibbs tied Henry and Buffalo's James Cook with 16.
The Lions have been exceptional on designed runs from under center, according to Next Gen Stats. No team came close to their production (1,801 yards) and explosiveness (56 explosive runs) on under-center designed runs, and their 47 percent success rate on such runs ranked second in the league. The Commanders, meanwhile, allowed the most yards before contact per carry (1.8) and the highest success rate (47.0 percent), and they gave up the second-highest explosive-run rate (13.7 percent) on under-center designed runs.

Dan Quinn's decisions on fourth downs have helped elevate the Commanders. (Julio Aguilar/Getty Images)


The Lions' Dan Campbell and the Commanders' Quinn are two of the NFL's most aggressive coaches. Campbell went for it on fourth down 33 times, fourth most in the NFL, and his team converted 22 of them. Quinn went for it 23 times, tied for 17th, and his team converted 20 of them for a league-best rate of 87 percent. (That's the highest rate of any offense with a minimum of 15 fourth-down attempts since at least 1991.) Quinn's decisions have been aggressive overall, and he has described his mindset as "bold but not reckless."
In December, Detroit faced fourth and inches from Green Bay's 21-yard line with 43 seconds left and the score tied at 31. Campbell famously went for it instead of trying a go-ahead field goal -- the Lions converted and kicked the game-winner without letting Green Bay back on the field.
"It certainly paid off for them," Quinn said at the time. "That's a good call."

Center Frank Ragnow leads a dominant offensive line. (Scot Tucker/AP)


Though not the splashiest pick, Detroit's interior offensive line vs. Washington's interior defensive line might be the most consequential matchup. Opponents have hammered the Commanders' weak interior with runs all season to move the chains on short yardage and to keep the ball out of Daniels's hands.
Detroit's interior is excellent and headlined by center Frank Ragnow. The Lions rank in the top three in efficiency, success rate and yards per carry between the tackles, according to Next Gen Stats. Johnson could capitalize by calling inside runs for "Sonic and Knuckles," the nickname Gibbs and Montgomery gave themselves.

Commanders wide receiver Dyami Brown had a breakout game Sunday against the Bucs. (Chris O'Meara/AP)


The Lions' affinity for man-to-man coverage gives Washington wide receiver Dyami Brown a prime opportunity to win down the field. Brown had five catches for 89 yards and a touchdown in Washington's first-round win over Tampa Bay.
Brown might have some added motivation after St. Brown roasted him following their 2022 meeting. St. Brown went off for 116 receiving yards and two touchdowns in the Lions' win; Brown played just one offensive snap and wasn't targeted.
St. Brown later told reporters that he was still irked that 16 wide receivers, including Brown, were selected ahead of him in the 2021 draft.
"I don't know how many catches he had. You guys can probably tell me that. Or how many yards he had," St. Brown, who was picked in the fourth round, said with a smirk. "But I don't forget things like that. I see him across the sideline from where I'm standing during the game, and I'm going to give every team hell."

Dan Campbell quickly established a winning culture in Detroit. (Erin Hooley/AP)


Campbell, like many others, has praised Daniels and said the quarterback doesn't play like a typical rookie.
"He's dangerous," Campbell told Detroit media Monday. "He poses a major threat. ... He's composed, he understands how to progress, he sees the field well, he can buy time with his legs, he's a dangerous runner, he's smart. You can tell he understands how to run that offense, what they're asking him to do, and then he's got weapons. ... He's a difference-maker."
Commanders defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. praised Johnson.
"They test your discipline," Whitt said. "I think Ben does a really nice job of understanding coverages. He understands horizontal spacing as well as vertical spacing, he understands the responsibility of every player, and he's going to test the discipline of those players and of the coverage. So you have to be where you're supposed to be and let your eyes be true. If you don't, he's going to take advantage of it. And then they have really good players."
Referee Ron Torbert will head the crew in his 13th playoff assignment, according to Football Zebras. The only Washington game he worked this season was a blowout win over Tennessee in Week 13. His crew called 19 penalties; the seven on the Commanders included two for unnecessary roughness and two for defensive pass interference.

Jared Goff pilots a prolific offense. (Quinn Harris/Getty Images)


The Lions' plus-133 first-half scoring margin was far and away the best in the league. (The Ravens were second at plus-99.) The bulk of the Lions' scoring came in the second quarter, when they averaged 13.1 points.
Jhabvala: Washington 30, Detroit 27
Washington has won its past five games (including the playoff win in Tampa) on the last play from scrimmage. Make it six consecutive games. The Commanders will make mistakes early and let Gibbs collect yards in the first half, but Daniels will keep it close and ultimately close it out on the final series.
Fortier: Detroit 34, Washington 27
Washington's hat is out of rabbits. While it's tempting to pick Daniels, who makes anything seem possible, Detroit is a complete, elite, battle-tested team that will punish the Commanders' weaknesses in the trenches and not leave the door open late as Tampa Bay did. The Lions simply have too much talent on both sides of the ball. The Commanders will fight hard and keep it competitive -- reminders that they're way ahead of schedule and can build on this strong season.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/16/lions-vs-commanders-analysis/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage
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David Blough, an ex-Lions backup QB, now has the ear of Jayden Daniels
Blough started five games for the Lions from 2019 to 2021 and then was on their practice squad last season before transitioning to coaching.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-16

David Blough started five games for the Lions in 2019, one of three seasons there in which he saw playing time. He was on their practice squad in 2023. (David Zalubowski/AP)


The Washington Commanders started practicing the play for December's game-winning touchdown against the Philadelphia Eagles in March. David Blough, the assistant quarterbacks coach, presented it as a potential option in what Washington calls "got-to-have-it" situations in the red zone.
Blough pulled it from his days as a backup quarterback with the Detroit Lions from 2019 to 2021. The starter at the time, Matthew Stafford, ran it successfully multiple times.
"We had some good teach-tape reps for it," Blough said. "We repped it in March, we repped it in April. We repped it a lot."
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury told his coaches that week that there was a good chance of the play working, and he was right. With the Commanders trailing by five with only 10 seconds remaining, Jayden Daniels threw a nine-yard dart to wide receiver Jamison Crowder in the back of the end zone for the win.
"Friday in practice we repped that and he hit Jamison -- a one-handed, diving catch," Kingsbury said before smiling, hinting at a karmic convergence. "... It was like some universe s---."
That might include Blough, 29, calling it a career after five NFL seasons and immediately transitioning to coaching after spending last year on the Lions' practice squad. His experiences and insight have been instrumental to the development of Daniels and the rest of the Commanders' quarterbacks.
"From a schematic standpoint, he's in there every single day, helping us with what the progressions and the reads are," backup Marcus Mariota said. "It's really helpful when you have a guy that's in there and who played the position and who's been around a few different offenses."
A former Purdue quarterback, Blough went undrafted and signed with the Cleveland Browns in 2019 before landing in Detroit, where he backed up Stafford and Jeff Driskel, who is now Washington's third-string QB. In late 2022, when Kingsbury was coach of the Arizona Cardinals, he signed Blough off the Minnesota Vikings' practice squad, giving him a brief -- two games -- but lasting impression of the quarterback.
"He's one of the smartest quarterbacks I've ever been around," Kingsbury said. "I just had him a little bit in Arizona, and he picked up the offense in like five days and we had him starting a couple days later and [he] executed at a really high level. Just his study habits, how he interacted with other players, how he communicated with the coaches -- I always thought this guy would be a phenomenal coach, and his experience with the young quarterbacks being so young and so recently a part of the game."
Blough was signed to the Lions' practice squad in 2023 and knew it probably would be his last season. Coaching was already on his mind; it was an interest developed largely by the coaches he had, many of whom also were some of his most important mentors.
"I had kind of known before last season started that my body was starting to fail me a little bit," Blough said. "I had known that I had wanted to [get into coaching]. I think when I was in high school, I said I wanted to be a high school coach. When I was in college, I wanted to be a college coach. And then at the highest level, learning from some of the great coaches that I've gotten to be around, this is what I'm supposed to be doing."
His experience with a variety of play callers -- former Lions offensive coordinator Darrell Bevell, Vikings Coach Kevin O'Connell, Kingsbury and current Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson -- gave him an advantage.
Blough's three months with O'Connell in 2022 introduced him to the condensed split formations that Los Angeles Rams Coach Sean McVay employs. With Johnson in Detroit, he worked in an explosive offense that balanced run and pass. And with Kingsbury, Blough learned about tempo and how to use it to exploit the defense.
Blough's connection to Kingsbury as well as Lance Newmark, the Commanders' assistant general manager who previously was senior director of player personnel in Detroit, gave him an in with the Commanders.
"He came on a recruiting trip here, and I can remember walking around the field with him and saying, 'Hey, I really want to be the one that can help start this for you, and we're not going to miss one step of your trajectory as a coach and what that would look like,'" Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said. "[We talked about] how he'd have his impact here, how that would be felt. He's going to be a fantastic coach, but I just wanted to clearly lay out to him what it would look like from a coaching side, and I wanted to be a real part of that."
Blough's development as a coach has worked in conjunction with Daniels's development as a quarterback. Like Quinn, Kingsbury takes a collaborative approach with his game plans, welcoming input from his assistants and the players.
"His offense was probably the most quarterback-friendly that I had ever played in," Blough said. "And now being on the other side of it and seeing how it actually gets made has been really eye-opening for me and how you can utilize tempo to affect people, how you teach it so the quarterback understands where the ball is supposed to go on every play. ... Seeing his mind work and being able to be by his side ... and then him able to say, 'Hey, is this how you would read it?' and me fire back with 'It's not how I've done it' or 'That is how I've done it' and then being able to collaboratively help Jayden see how it's supposed to go down."
He and Daniels have developed a relationship built on more than just football. They'll talk about the game, of course, but also weightier issues. And they're both competitive, known to talk trash to each other in pre-practice games of P-I-G (think H-O-R-S-E in basketball but with a football and a net).
In the visiting locker room last week after Washington's first-round win over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Blough took a seat next to Daniels for a brief conversation to applaud and encourage the rookie.
"Obviously, he's competitive, too, so we get there and he tries to fire me up with some things," Daniels said. "... He's very smart, very intelligent and just the little things but not too much."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/15/jayden-daniels-david-blough-commanders-qb-coach/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage
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Bob Uecker, announcer who was the comic bard of baseball, dies at 90
He had a mediocre career as a baseball player, but found fame as a comic actor and Hall of Fame broadcaster.

By Matt Schudel | 2025-01-16

Bob Uecker, Cardinals catcher, clowns around during workout by playing a tuba near the bleachers in 1964. (AP)


Bob Uecker, who transformed his futility as a baseball player into a successful second career as a baseball broadcaster, humorist and comic actor in television, film and commercials, died Jan. 16 at  90.
The Milwaukee Brewers, for whom he was a longtime radio announcer, announced the death. In a statement released by the club, Mr. Uecker's family said he had battled small cell lung cancer since early 2023.
Before he was known for two enduring catchphrases -- "I must be in the front row!" from a Miller Lite commercial and "Just a bit outside" from the movie "Major League" -- Mr. Uecker spent six years in the major leagues as a backup catcher and first-string clubhouse comedian. Among a long list of baseball jokers, he is widely considered the funniest.
Referring to his lowly career batting average of .200, Mr. Uecker said he was so hopeless at the plate that his manager would "send me up there without a bat and tell me to try for a walk."
In a best-selling 1982 autobiography, "Catcher in the Wry" (written with Mickey Herskowitz), Mr. Uecker described the secret of his success, such as it was: "Anybody with ability can play in the big leagues. But to be able to trick people year in and year out the way I did, I think that was a much greater feat."
He played for the Milwaukee Braves, St. Louis Cardinals, Philadelphia Phillies and Atlanta Braves. He never appeared in more than 80 games a season, but he did share a moment of glory as a member of the World Series-winning Cardinals in 1964.
"People don't know this, but I helped the Cardinals win the pennant," he later said. "I came down with hepatitis. The trainer injected me with it."
In reality, Mr. Uecker was considered a valuable clubhouse presence, with his lighthearted banter and his humorous running monologues in the bullpen. Before the first game of the 1964 World Series, he picked up a sousaphone left on the field by a musician and used it to shag flyballs.
If he was the definition of major league mediocrity, he found unlikely success against one of the game's best pitchers, Sandy Koufax, once hitting a home run off the Los Angeles Dodgers' Hall of Fame left-hander. (It was one of only 14 home runs Mr. Uecker had in the majors.)
During his final season in 1967, he was the personal catcher of Atlanta Braves knuckleball pitcher Phil Niekro. That year, Mr. Uecker led the National League in passed balls (pitches he should have caught but missed) -- "and I did that without playing every game," he boasted.
He described his method of catching the fluttering, unpredictable knuckleball: "Wait until it stopped rolling and then pick it up."

Mr. Uecker as a catcher for the Milwaukee Braves in 1964. (AP)


In fact, Niekro credited his Hall of Fame success to his catcher, writing in his autobiography that Mr. Uecker "ingrained in my mind that I shouldn't be afraid to throw the knuckler. What happened to it after it left my hand was not my responsibility, but instead his."
After his playing career, Mr. Uecker dabbled in broadcasting for the Braves and spoke at banquets, where he began to reshape his baseball experiences into a comedy act, with himself as the butt of the joke. Al Hirt, a popular trumpeter of the era, heard him at a nightclub in 1969 and recommended him to his agent. Mr. Uecker soon made the first of more than 100 appearances on the "Tonight" show, with host Johnny Carson dubbing him "Mr. Baseball."
In 1970, Milwaukee acquired a new baseball team, the Brewers, after an expansion franchise moved from Seattle. The owner, businessman Bud Selig, hired Mr. Uecker as a scout.
"Worst scout I ever had," Selig, who later became commissioner of baseball, told the New York Times in 2010. When Mr. Uecker turned in a scouting report on a potential player, it "was smeared with gravy and mashed potatoes."
Mr. Uecker moved to the team's radio booth as an analyst in 1971 and, during the next season, he began to do play-by-play announcing. He would remain the voice of the Brewers for more than 50 years. During much of that time, he was also on the field before the games, throwing batting practice to the players.
In the broadcast booth, he relied on his inside knowledge of the sport as he described the action. He had a clear, distinctive voice and developed a well-known home run call: "Get up! Get up! Get outta here! Gone!" He seldom resorted to comedy, except when the Brewers were far behind.
From 1976 to 1982, Mr. Uecker was part of ABC's "Monday Night Baseball" broadcasting team, often jousting good-naturedly with Howard Cosell, known for his large vocabulary and sometimes pompous manner. Once, when Cosell used the word "truculent," he asked Mr. Uecker if he knew what it meant.
"Sure I do," Mr. Uecker replied. "If you had a truck, and I borrowed it, that would be a truck-you-lent."

Mr. Uecker in 1976. (AP)


In the 1970s and 1980s, Mr. Uecker was among many retired athletes who appeared in Miller Lite commercials. He cultivated the persona of the lovable loser, unperturbed by snubs and insults.
"You know, one of the best things about being an ex-big-leaguer is getting freebies to the game," he says in one commercial, pulling a ticket from his pocket. "Call the front office, and bingo!"
An usher approaches, saying, "You're in the wrong seat, buddy, come on."
Mr. Uecker confidently says, "I must be in the front row!"
In the commercial's final scene, he is sitting by himself at the top of the stadium, ever ebullient as he declares to no one, "Good seats, hey, buddy?"
The commercials led to an acting career, including an appearance as guest host of "Saturday Night Live." From 1985 to 1990, Mr. Uecker starred in the ABC sitcom "Mr. Belvedere" as a sportswriter who hires a prissy English butler to manage his household.
Mr. Uecker also played Harry Doyle, a whiskey-drinking broadcaster in the 1989 baseball comedy "Major League." When a pitcher, played by Charlie Sheen, throws a wild pitch that bounces off the backstop, Mr. Uecker -- in an improvised line -- says, "Ju-u-u-u-st a bit outside."
The film became a cult classic, and generations of fans and players repeated the line, imitating Mr. Uecker's cheery inflection. While appearing in two "Major League" sequels, he continued to announce for the Brewers and helped cover the World Series with Bob Costas for NBC in the 1990s.
Mr. Uecker often joked about being overlooked year after year by the National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y.
"It finally got to the point," he told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, "where I had to say, 'Hey, I don't need it.' I can bronze my own glove and hang it on a nail in my garage."
But in 2003, Mr. Uecker gained a permanent place in Cooperstown, when he received the Ford C. Frick Award for broadcasting. His acceptance speech was a variation on his well-polished comedy act.
"All the television stuff, the movies, the sitcoms, the commercials, that's all fun," he said that year. "All I wanted to do is come back to Milwaukee every spring to do baseball."
Robert George Uecker was born Jan. 26, 1934, in Milwaukee. His father, who had played soccer in his native Switzerland, was an auto mechanic. His mother was a homemaker.
He later joked about his childhood as the child of immigrants, adapting to American ways. When his father bought a football, "we tried to pass it and throw it and kick it," Mr. Uecker said in his Hall of Fame speech, "and we couldn't do it, and it was very discouraging for him and for me. We almost quit. And finally ... a neighbor came over and put some air in it. And what a difference."
After high school, Mr. Uecker joined the Army, playing on baseball teams at bases in Missouri and Northern Virginia. He signed a minor league contract in 1956 with the Milwaukee Braves, his then-hometown team, for a $3,000 bonus.
He spent six years in the minor leagues -- once hitting .332 with 21 home runs for a Class C team in Idaho -- before getting called up to the major league club in 1962. His teammates included Hall of Famers Niekro, Hank Aaron, Eddie Mathews and Warren Spahn of the Braves and, in St. Louis, Bob Gibson and Lou Brock.

San Francisco Giants outfielder Willie Mays holds autographed miniature bats at a news conference in 1968. Flanking him are Joe Torre, left, and Bob Uecker, both Atlanta Braves catchers and friends of Mays. (AP)


In addition to his baseball broadcasting and acting, Mr. Uecker occasionally announced major professional wrestling matches and was named to the WWE Hall of Fame.
His first two marriages ended in divorce. Two children from his first marriage, Steven Uecker and Leann Uecker Ziemer, died in 2012 and 2022, respectively. A complete list of survivors was not immediately available.
Mr. Uecker had numerous health scares through the years, including heart surgery and cancer, and he stopped traveling to Brewers road games in his 80s.  Still, he remained steadfastly behind the radio microphone in Milwaukee past his 90th birthday, announcing the Brewers' playoff loss in October to the New York Mets, saying, "That one had some sting on it."
There are two statues of Mr. Uecker at Milwaukee's baseball stadium. One is in front of the stadium, where he shares pride of place with Hall of Fame players. The other is high in the upper deck, behind obstructing pillars -- the "Uecker seats" that could not be farther from the front row.
"Everything I've done," Mr. Uecker once said, "no matter how weird or ignorant it seems, people like it."

Mr. Uecker waves to the crowd after throwing out the ceremonial first pitch before a baseball game between the Milwaukee Brewers and the New York Mets in 2021. (Aaron Gash/AP)
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NBA midseason awards: Can anybody end Nikola Jokic's reign as MVP?
Jokic is having his best statistical season yet, but will it be enough to hold off Oklahoma City Thunder star Shai Gilgeous-Alexander?
By Ben Golliver | 2025-01-16
The first half of the NBA season has been chock-full of surprises: The defending champion Boston Celtics are looking up at the Cleveland Cavaliers in the Eastern Conference standings, the Oklahoma City Thunder is running away from the rest of the Western Conference, and the Philadelphia 76ers, Phoenix Suns and New Orleans Pelicans are among the notable disappointments.
Aspiring contenders such as the Dallas Mavericks, Minnesota Timberwolves and Milwaukee Bucks haven't fully found their footing, and the Houston Rockets and Memphis Grizzlies have emerged as young upstarts hoping to shake up the playoff picture.
All these unexpected comings and goings have left a mark on the major award races at the halfway point. The following midseason award selections reflect games played through Wednesday and aren't intended as projections of year-end winners. (All stats, records and rankings are through Wednesday.)

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander is leading the NBA with 31.4 points per game and has the Oklahoma City Thunder atop the Western Conference standings. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Let's be clear: It will take a near-perfect resume to unseat Nikola Jokic (30.6 points per game, 13.2 rebounds per game, 9.9 assists per game) as MVP during the most impressive statistical season of the Denver Nuggets center's career. The reigning MVP is averaging career highs in points, assists and minutes per game, flirting with a triple-double average for the season and somehow shooting 47.1 percent on three-pointers.
Despite Kentavious Caldwell-Pope's offseason departure, Jamal Murray's underwhelming play and Aaron Gordon's lengthy injury absence, Jokic has kept Denver in the mix for a top-four seed in the West. If Jokic maintains his current averages, he will post the highest combined points, rebounds and assists per game since Kareem Abdul-Jabbar in 1971-72. With mastery like this, no one should raise a fuss if Jokic, who has won one championship, becomes the sixth player in league history to win four MVPs.
Even so, Gilgeous-Alexander (31.4 ppg, 6.0 apg, 5.5 rpg) deserves the narrow edge at the midway point. Last year's MVP runner-up has led the Thunder to the top of the West standings, where they hold a six-game lead entering Thursday. Gilgeous-Alexander's value is evident in all aspects of Oklahoma City's success: His multifaceted scoring drives a top-10 offense, his motor contributes to the No. 1 ranked defense, his remarkable consistency has set the tone for the league's most energetic team, and his infectious confidence has helped pull the Thunder through Chet Holmgren's hip injury. Oklahoma City ran off 15 straight wins despite not having its starting center, who opened the season playing like an all-star and all-defense candidate.
Gilgeous-Alexander is the sole MVP candidate who can claim to have huge individual responsibilities on an elite team. Jokic, Giannis Antetokounmpo and Victor Wembanyama have massive burdens, but their teams trail well behind the Thunder in the standings. Meanwhile, the Cavaliers, Celtics and Rockets are ahead of the pack in the standings, but none of those teams has a star who is as central to his team's success as Gilgeous-Alexander. While Boston's Jayson Tatum is close, Oklahoma City has outperformed Boston with one of the NBA's youngest rosters and no established all-stars besides Gilgeous-Alexander in its lineup.
After Gilgeous-Alexander and Jokic, the rest of the top five includes Tatum, Antetokounmpo and Wembanyama. It's worth noting: perennial candidates Luka Doncic and Joel Embiid have already missed too many games to be eligible for end-of-season awards.
The past 17 winners of this award have played for teams that ranked top-five in defensive efficiency. Nevertheless, the 21-year-old Wembanyama is well on his way to shattering that strong historical precedent despite the San Antonio Spurs' mediocre team defense and losing record.
The reigning rookie of the year is on pace to become the first player since Dikembe Mutombo in 1995-96 to average four blocks per game, and his 10.7 block percentage -- the estimated percentage of opposing two-point attempts he has blocked while on the court -- isn't far off Manute Bol's modern record of 10.8. The Spurs have improved from 21st in defensive efficiency last season to 13th this year, but they defend at a top-three rate with their French center on the court. What's more, Wembanyama's basket protection grades out as the league's best: Opponents are shooting only 50.4 percent against him on shots from within six feet, the lowest percentage among players who have defended at least 200 such shots.
Somehow, the eye test might be even more favorable than the statistics for Wembanyama, who used his length to harass Jokic into a late-game turnover during a recent showdown and whose looming paint presence has led countless guards and wings to make U-turns back to the perimeter rather than challenge him. Without their reliable defensive anchor, the rebuilding Spurs would already be playing for lottery ping pong balls given their injuries to key players and limited supporting talent.
As impressive as Cleveland's Evan Mobley and Memphis's Jaren Jackson Jr. have been as versatile rim-protectors, Wembanyama has been in a class of his own. Even though he hasn't won one yet, it's time to start wondering whether Wembanyama can become the first five-time defensive player of the year, surpassing Mutombo, Ben Wallace and Rudy Gobert, who have won four times each. Another point of reference that could become increasingly relevant as the Wembanyama era unfolds: Dwight Howard is the only player who has been named defensive player of the year three times in a row, accomplishing the feat from 2008-09 to 2010-11.

Memphis Grizzlies forward Jaylen Wells has been the best performer from a lackluster rookie class. (Mike Stewart/AP)


This race looks like it will go down to the wire, but not in a good way. No. 1 pick Zaccharie Risacher is the seventh-leading scorer on the Atlanta Hawks. No. 2 pick Alex Sarr has 41/33/64 shooting splits for the basement-dwelling Washington Wizards. No. 3 pick Reed Sheppard was recently deployed to the G League because the Rockets can't find room in their rotation. You get the picture.
While 76ers guard Jared McCain emerged as the front-runner with an electric run of early-season scoring performances, he is sidelined after undergoing season-ending knee surgery. Spurs guard Stephon Castle has accumulated a fan club with his heady defense and flashes of athleticism, and Los Angeles Lakers guard Dalton Knecht generated some buzz by hitting nine three-pointers and scoring 37 points in a November win over the Utah Jazz. Still, both have exhibited the type of inconsistency that has marked this rookie class as a whole.
For now, Wells (11.6 ppg, 3.3 rpg, 1.6 apg) has the strongest all-around portfolio as a significant two-way contributor on one of the NBA's winningest teams. The second-round pick out of Washington State has emerged as a starter for the Grizzlies, who boast the third-best record in the West. An athletic wing who has been right at home in the NBA's fastest attack, Wells has maintained good efficiency as a complementary weapon and welcomed tough assignments on the defensive end. He has also enjoyed better health than teammate Zach Edey, a lottery pick who could still factor into the rookie of the year discussion.
Castle and Sarr will loom as challengers if they push hard to the finish line. Yves Missi, a late first-round pick, has been a pleasant and productive surprise at center for the Pelicans, but their atrocious record and awful team defense make it hard to get too excited on his behalf.
Pundits love to whine about this award, whether it's the squishy definition of "improved," or the recent tendency to simply award it to rising stars. These are valid complaints, but it's worth taking a breath to appreciate the range of worthy nominees this season.
Cade Cunningham is a quintessential candidate: He is a former No. 1 pick who has blossomed into a franchise player by averaging career highs across the board while lifting the downtrodden Detroit Pistons back into the playoff mix. Wembanyama's second-year leap -- he has upped his scoring, shooting efficiency, rebounding and defensive impact -- also deserves a look. His wide-ranging improvement has translated to the standings, where the Spurs are already approaching their 22 wins from last season.
Putting aside the top overall picks, Jalen Johnson is a strong alternative for the second straight season because he has made the most of an increased role for the overachieving Hawks. And then there's Los Angeles Clippers guard Norman Powell, a 31-year-old bucket-getter who has stepped into a starting role and raised his scoring average by nearly 10 points per game following Paul George's offseason departure.
Those four names will probably remain in the mix until April, but the vote here is for Hawks guard Dyson Daniels (13.0 ppg, 5.0 rpg, 3.6 apg). Consider that the 2022 lottery pick from Australia spent his first two years in obscurity coming off the bench for the Pelicans, then landed in Atlanta thanks to an offseason trade for Dejounte Murray. Daniels, 21, has stepped into a starting role in magnificent fashion, leading the NBA in steals and deflections while helping Atlanta improve from 27th in defensive efficiency last season to 20th. He has also more than doubled his scoring average, finding ways to contribute in a low-usage role alongside Trae Young. Daniels was ostensibly a trade throw-in, but he has been a better player and a far better value than Murray this season.
The sixth man field is still in flux. While Houston's Amen Thompson has been a defensive wrecking ball and a helpful complementary scorer, he recently earned a promotion to the starting lineup with Jabari Smith Jr. injured. Rockets Coach Ime Udoka will need to think long and hard about how to handle his lineup once everyone is healthy.
Elsewhere, Nuggets guard Russell Westbrook has enjoyed something of a late-career renaissance, but he has also shifted into a starting role that could compromise his candidacy. Another wild card: Bradley Beal, who recently lost his starting job with the Suns amid trade rumors. If Beal isn't moved and remains in the second unit, he could emerge as a sleeper pick by season's end.
For now, Pritchard (14.7 ppg, 3.6 rpg, 3.4 apg) gets the nod because he has scaled his scoring by maintaining an excellent 41.5 percent mark on more than eight three-point attempts per game. The 26-year-old guard has been a key source of offense and energy for the Celtics, who have juggled injuries to multiple key players and sometimes look like they're suffering through a championship hangover. While Hawks forward DeAndre Hunter is averaging nearly 20 points per game, Pritchard has led a Celtics bench that ranks fourth in plus-minus. By contrast, Atlanta's bench has been outscored by its opponents this season.

Kenny Atkinson has led the Cavaliers to a 34-5 start to the season. (Jason Miller/Getty Images)


Not much to see in this first-half runaway. Coming off a solid 48-win season, Cleveland has defied all reasonable expectations by racing out to a 34-5 start that puts it on a 71-win pace. Of course, only two teams -- the 2015-16 Golden State Warriors and 1995-96 Chicago Bulls -- have ever won 70 games. With Atkinson in his first year at the helm, the Cavaliers' offense has jumped from 16th last season to first this year without any major sacrifices on the defensive end.
Cleveland's pace, ball movement, three-point efficiency and turnover rate have all improved under Atkinson, who has pushed all the right buttons for a deep and talented group that lacks an A-list superstar. Donovan Mitchell was Cleveland's only 2024 all-star, but he could be joined by as many as three teammates this year: Darius Garland, Mobley and Jarrett Allen.
If the Cavaliers unexpectedly fall off track after the all-star break, Houston's Udoka and Detroit's J.B. Bickerstaff are poised to garner votes. The Rockets have been the West's biggest surprise thanks to their tough-minded defense, while the Pistons have moved past their record-setting 28-game losing streak last season to compete for a playoff spot. Bickerstaff, who arrived from Cleveland, has modernized Detroit's offense around Cunningham and coaxed improved effort and results from a group that isn't exactly loaded with high-impact defensive pieces.
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Fox Sports will air LIV Golf as PGA Tour rival presses on 
The upstart Saudi-backed golf league that sent shockwaves through professional golf four years ago announced a new broadcast rights deal Thursday with Fox Sports.
By Ben Strauss, Rick Maese | 2025-01-16

Former President Donald Trump in a pro-am tournament for LIV Golf in 2023. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


LIV Golf is coming to Fox.
The upstart Saudi-backed golf league that sent shockwaves through professional golf four years ago announced a new broadcast rights deal Thursday with Fox Sports.
The deal with Fox Sports, one of the most recognizable sports broadcasters in the United States, comes after several years of searching for more traditional and widely available distribution in the United States. LIV spent its first season airing its own telecasts on YouTube and then two seasons on the CW, after discussions didn't progress with streamers like Amazon and Apple.
Terms of the pact were not disclosed. The multi-year agreement will put more than half of LIV's upcoming season, which begins in February, on Fox and Fox Sports 1, with the rest of the schedule to be broadcast on Fox Business and the Fox Sports app. LIV will continue to produce its own broadcasts.
The golf league has been a lightning rod since it was announced in 2021. It went to war with the PGA Tour and poached some of the world's top golfers for eyebrow-raising sums, including Jon Rahm for a reported more than $300 million and Bryson DeChambeau for a reported $125 million. It sparked a debate about Saudi Arabia's role in American sports and developed close ties to Donald Trump and his political movement.
LIV is owned by the Saudi Public Investment Fund, which has been in discussions about partnering with the PGA Tour, its chief rival, for players, sponsors and eyeballs. According to a person familiar with the process, those negotiations continue, and the parties are in discussion with the Justice Department about PIF's possible investment in the PGA Tour. As those talks continue, LIV Golf has forged ahead on its own.
The league will begin its fourth season on Feb. 6 in Riyadh and is scheduled to stage 14 events this year, including six in the United States. Even though much of the golf establishment has been reticent to embrace LIV Golf and its unique format -- team play, shotgun starts, 54-hole events -- the league and teams have continued to grow and add sponsors and personnel. On Wednesday, the league announced Scott O'Neil, a former executive with Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment, which owns the NBA's 76ers and the NHL's Devils, would take over the CEO position from Greg Norman. Norman is expected to remain with LIV in an unspecified role, while handing off day-to-day duties to O'Neil.
"What LIV Golf has achieved in just three years is remarkable," O'Neil said in a statement. "The game has been infused with a long overdue bolt of energy and innovation with the team model, players have increased freedom and rights, fans are getting the access they have always wanted, and the game has been brought to new markets that have been desperate for elite golf for decades."
The PGA Tour has TV deals in place that ensures its events are televised in more than 200 countries. It renewed its agreements with NBC and CBS in 2020, a deal worth about $700 million annually that doesn't expire until 2030.
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An adored man adored the Lions. Why isn't he here to enjoy this?
One Detroit Lions fan waited a lifetime for a team like this. Now, as the team chases its first Super Bowl berth, his grieving family cheers for him.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2025-01-16
TAYLOR, Mich. -- On a surpassing Detroit night in an unsurpassed basement near Detroit last January, a supersize TV showed true scenes from old, unfulfilled daydreams. On a play the basement had craved for just about forever, with a one-point lead both merciful and merciless, Detroit Lions quarterback Jared Goff looked briefly right, then threw back toward the left hash mark to Amon-Ra St. Brown, whose trademark smarts and crisp route helped snare 11 yards and a first down with 1:54 remaining. "Mom!" then-48-year-old Nathan Beauchamp hollered up the stairs. "You've got to come down and see this!"
The nerve endings of his mother, Bobbie, often forbade her from watching and ushered her upstairs. She would sew. She would make more food. Now, on the night of Jan. 14, 2024 -- "I must make 20 trips down the stairs [per game]!" she says -- she descended as Goff took a snap and a knee, a snap and a knee, a snap and a knee. The Lions won a playoff game for the first time in 32 soul-bruising seasons. The NBC broadcast cut to a man in the stands crying hard both for happiness and for his departed father.
Within moments in the basement, four people wound up in a far corner, apart from the other beloved revelers, back between the food table and the bar. There, Bobbie and Nathan and Nathan's brother Shane and Joe Jaber, a longtime family friend and essential family member, hugged and wept and grappled with an impossible emotional tangle. "We knew exactly that we all kind of felt the same emotion, no words needed," Shane Beauchamp says, "and then Nathan said, 'I can't believe he's not here to see this.'"
Their group hug placed them between one of the hallmarks of following sports, the games' capacity to connect us to the departed we adored, and one of the harshnesses of same, the idea that long-devoted fans of long-futile teams sometimes die precisely before that team ascends. They knew the universe screwed up when David Beauchamp Sr. died suddenly at 73 the previous May of a heart attack while reaching his daughter and son-in-law's house to feed their cats. They knew the idea that an adored man with a populous funeral who hatched this basement tradition decades ago, who marshaled it through the 0-16 season of 2008 by stressing that togetherness should transcend scoreboards, who made this bunker a gallery of homage to Detroit sports teams and a place of welcoming humanity, diligent fandom and serial swearing, could miss this two-season breakthrough ...
They knew how wrong it felt.
Mr. Beauchamp had such an array of interests that you could wonder whether he found a wrinkle in the clock affording six extra hours. He seemed tireless from his tiring job in shipping at a dental products company and would come home and hurl himself into the interests of his and Bobbie's four sons and one daughter, with 13 grandchildren later on. He bowled. He fed feral cats. He gardened. He fished. He golfed. He frequented Mass. "I used to go long-distance bike-riding with him during summers," says longtime chum Chris Seay, who once was David's boss and tears up during a call.

David Beauchamp Sr. died in May, 2023, before two magical Detroit Lions seasons. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 



Bobbie Beauchamp, David's widow, retreats upstairs during games to escape the stress. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 


He joined VFW Post 1136. He organized fundraisers. He absorbed history. He watched documentaries about venomous snakes, about mountain climbing, about organized crime. He liked action movies but also romcoms such as "You've Got Mail" and "Sleepless in Seattle." He excelled at the fine art of welcoming. He exemplified the importance of curiosity.
He asked his kids questions until "we always joked he was a man of a million questions," said the youngest, Jeff -- about their friends, why they liked their friends, their interests, their friends' interests. He built, with his brothers and one brother's cement mixer, a backyard basketball court that lured umpteen friends to, as Shane says, "play three-on-three all day long." When it turned out Jeff didn't fancy sports as did the first three sons, they would talk history or heavy metal or Steven Seagal vs. Jean-Claude Van Damme. (Jeff's an AP history teacher in South Carolina nowadays.) If on some night Jeff couldn't join at David's bowling league where Jeff would make a beeline to the arcade, David would come home at 8:30 p.m. and take Jeff to a nearby arcade, stand beside as he played, then scurry across the room to fetch more cash when needed.
He often spoke of a childhood cat, Frisky, who would walk partway to his school to greet him and shepherd him home, and in adult years, when neighbors began selling exotic birds and cats began alighting nearby, David began feeding the cats diligently until one day one dragged her six or seven kittens one by cute, scraggly one to David because she knew he would help. He would adorn his iridescent flower gardens with the little signs indicating species. "He was very particular about his lawn," son David Jr. says, "and he had a certain way he always wanted it cut -- always diagonal."
When he fly-fished with sons or with longtime buddy Gary Simon, he infused the occasion with joy even as, Simon jokes, "He was a little uncoordinated sometimes." His golfing in later years proved so meaningful that son Nathan can't bear even to drive past the last two courses they played together. He would drive to bowling listening to Celine Dion's "When I Fall In Love," David Jr. recalls, and he would end movies with a streaming tear that would make Bobbie say, "Good grief!" and David Sr. reply, "I know!"
"I know this is going to sound weird and it's going to come across as weird," says Jaber, whom David treated like a fifth son once best friend Nathan started bringing him around in their teen years, "but when I found out he was a Vietnam vet [and a Marine], it was a complete shock. You just didn't see any of that hardness that you always grew up to expect people to have after they'd been to 'Nam and what they'd been through. How are you this sweet and kind when you've been through this much hell?"
Get a load of these passages from the guest book from David Beauchamp's online obituary: "such a warm-spirited man" ... "eyes were always twinkling" ... "one of the greatest people I ever knew" ... "What a great man he was" ... "the light in every room and at every function" ... "one of the warmest and kindest people I ever met."
"He was always open to talking with you if you had any kind of issue whatsoever," daughter Renee says. "He was great at talking you down from a ledge and making you see a different point of view. He was very -- I don't know how to explain it, but he was so nice."
When Jim Macek arrived in 1969 in Da Nang, Vietnam, to join the unit, he and David marveled that they hailed from homes five minutes apart and began a lasting friendship that would feature this gruff old exchange: "He'd always say, 'I love you, Jimmy Macek!' And I'd say, 'I love you, too, David Beauchamp!'"
He loved Michigan football yet did not hate Ohio State.
What rare humanity.
Such a man, of course, should fashion such a warmhearted bunker of a basement. The Beauchamps bought the house in 1988 from a family who fretted intensely about the Soviet Union to the extent of maps of Europe on the paneling. The small windows up near the ceiling reveal little of the outside world, and the concrete ceiling feels so uncommonly fortified that one son or another has joked to Bobbie that she probably couldn't even hear a tornado if it menaced.
And the walls -- the busy, busy walls. They brim with memorabilia of the Tigers, the Red Wings, the Pistons, the Wolverines, Barry Sanders, Al Kaline -- there's Mark Fidrych! -- and here's the thing: He bought just about all of it at flea markets, delighting in the puny prices. Above all, it's a Lions den: Lions helmets on a table, Lions-blue tree ornaments and lights, Lions-blue candy canes. As the Lions play, the viewing party reacts emphatically to details. There's high-fiving and there's fleeting anger and there's ample food and there's the curious fact that everybody seems not only to love one another but to like one another.

The Beauchamp family bought their home outside Detroit in 1988. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 



The basement is a shrine to Detroit sports, but especially the Lions. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 



The Lions never achieved the top seed in the NFC in David Beauchamp Sr.'s lifetime. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 



"It's kind of like a place that's not even on Earth," one family member said of the basement bunker. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 


"It's kind of like a place that's not even on Earth," says 19-year-old Kyle Jaber, Joe's son, a sophomore at Central Michigan. "It's like some other dimension."
Long after David married Bobbie in 1972 well after impressing her with his kindness and his deep-orange Camaro Z28 with its black front stripes and its big rear tires, he mourned once Nathan reached his young 20s and bought a house and brought David Jr. and Shane with him. The sons had a TV over there 15 minutes away, but Dad decided he could outdo their TV to help lure them back more often than not. "We went out to a Circuit City," Bobbie says. "He got himself one of those big-screen projection TVs."
The bunker gathered steam. David Sr. and Nathan would take days off to watch the opening Thursdays and Fridays of March Madness. With the Lions, everyone can recollect his lurches forward and his slouches backward in his usual chair, the one he would give up if the room filled, the one they left empty for a while after his death. The NFL draft became a must, and in April 2023, following a 9-8 season in 2022 with its gritty closing win at Green Bay that shooed the Packers from the playoffs, and with the Lions' culture amassing power, they watched the selections with great hope and stir.
David Beauchamp died almost exactly one month later, a shock somehow preceding 12-5 and the NFC championship game, then 15-2 and an unprecedented No. 1 seed this postseason, all of it redefining the act of watching the Lions. Now all watch while thinking of one man and how he might respond to every single little thing. Now Renee starts each game by saying to her father, "Sprinkle some magic on your guys today." Now Jeff and wife Megan in South Carolina up and bought an NFL TV package, a matter that would have floored his father. "I'm going to be honest," Jeff says. "That's really the only reason I watch it. I enjoy it, but I think at a very subconscious level it's my connection."
With each win, he cries some.
Everyone tries to process the universe's unconscionable blunder. David Jr. says, "We'd probably be talking almost every day on the phone about the Lions," and, "I would love to see how my dad would react." Sadness, happiness, traces of anger and bits of disgust mingle, as do some unforeseeable phenomena. "It's almost too difficult to process, honestly," Shane says. "The sad part about it, I told my brother, when they lost to San Francisco [34-31 in the NFC championship game last January], 'As sad as it is, I'm kind of glad they didn't win it this year.' It's not that I was rooting for them to lose -- I wasn't rooting for them to lose -- but it just made it a little bit easier, that it wouldn't have been that year."
Whatever the emotion of each of the brigade of the bereaved, all agree: The basement must carry on. It must carry on even through the emotional gantlet that would accompany the Lions to the Super Bowl, long after he used to joke to his sons that they would probably die without seeing the Lions in one. It must continue both without him and very much with him, in its roomful of hearts in which a departed gem of a human being long since took up permanent residence.

The chair that David Beauchamp Sr. occupied during every Lions game sat vacant for a while, but no longer. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post) 
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Speedy Ethen Frank, taking life 'moment by moment,' has the Caps dreaming
Since making his NHL debut Friday, Ethen Frank's speed has been on display on nearly every shift. "Can't say enough positive things about what he's doing," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said.
By Bailey Johnson | 2025-01-16

Ethen Frank made his NHL debut Friday and has two goals in three games. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


When he was growing up in Nebraska, Ethen Frank had a decal of Alex Ovechkin on his wall. More than a dozen years later, they are teammates on the Washington Capitals.
Frank's journey to making his NHL debut at 26 hasn't been linear, both across the arc of his life in hockey and within this season. He played youth hockey in the Omaha Lancers system, then joined the Lincoln Stars in the U.S. Hockey League for junior hockey before going to college. Frank started at Western Michigan in 2017 and didn't leave until 2022, benefiting from the NCAA's decision to not count the 2020-21 season -- played during the coronavirus pandemic -- against eligibility limits.
His 26 goals and 39 points in 38 games for the Broncos as a fifth-year senior earned Frank, an undrafted free agent, a professional contract, but not one in the NHL. He signed a one-year deal with the Hershey Bears, Washington's American Hockey League affiliate.
As an AHL rookie in 2022-23, Frank led the Bears with 30 goals and set a record in the fastest skater contest at the All-Star Game; his time of 12.915 seconds bested Connor McDavid's NHL record of 13.310. That season earned him a two-way contract with the Capitals, but his NHL debut still took nearly two more years to arrive.
"I still remember staring at the Fathead of Ovechkin on my walls when I was a kid in Nebraska," Frank said Tuesday after scoring his second goal in as many games. "It's pretty surreal to be here and [for it] to be happening the way it is. ... It's still pretty much a big whirlwind for me, but it's been a lot of fun. I'm just kind of [living] in the moment and take it day by day, moment by moment, and just enjoy what's going on."

Ethen Frank grew up in Nebraska, with a Fathead decal of Alex Ovechkin on his wall. (Geoff Burke/USA Today Sports via Reuters Con) 


Frank was in the mix for a spot on the wing of the third line during training camp, but a disappointing performance in his preseason appearances led to him being sent down to Hershey before the final roster cuts.
He turned his disappointment into motivation, racking up 20 goals in 35 games with the Bears before earning a call-up late last week.
"I didn't perform the way I thought I should've or hoped I would've," Frank said. "Just kind of using that fuel, just trying to be better and work my way back up for this moment."
The Capitals were looking to get faster, so Frank's speed was part of what made him a candidate for an NHL role during training camp. But he never showed off his wheels in the exhibition games he played.
In his brief NHL stint, though, that speed has been on display on nearly every shift. Against the Montreal Canadiens during his debut, Frank raced up the ice to beat out an icing call, then fed center Lars Eller for the game-tying goal in a 3-2 overtime loss. The next night in Nashville, defenseman Matt Roy sprung him on a break across the offensive blue line for what proved to be the game-winner in a 4-1 victory, and he scored again in Tuesday's 3-0 shutout of Anaheim on a two-on-one.
"I'm really excited and almost having to curb myself a little bit of, it's only three games, but you start to think about what he can do over a longer stretch and his speed," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said Wednesday. "I've just been really, really impressed with Ethen Frank. I'll be -- I was going to use 'frank' there, but I'll be honest. Caught myself. He's just been so impressive in every single way."
Carbery said he's seeing things from Frank now, even in practice, that he never saw during training camp. And Frank made it clear he intends to prove himself by continuing to do those things daily.
"I'm just trying to push myself every time I get on the ice, just skating as fast as I can," he said. "And obviously things are coming well and good offensively. I just need to keep my focus on the other parts of my game that helped get me here."

"It's pretty surreal to be here and to be happening as the way it is, for sure. ... It's still pretty much a big whirlwind for me, but it's been a lot of fun," Ethen Frank said Tuesday. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 


When Frank was sent down in October, he left Washington with a clear message of what he needed to work on. His attention to detail, with and without the puck, has sharpened, and Carbery raved about the intelligent reads and high-effort plays he has made in his three NHL games.
"He's a thinker: 'Okay, what do I need to do?' And he has a process to going and addressing those needs," Carbery said. " ... Usually, people like that figure it out, because they're problem-solvers. 'Here's where I'm deficient, and I'm going to do something about it. I'm going to get to work.' He works and works and works and then you get knocked down again, and then you get told you're not good enough, and you work and you work and you work and then, eventually, you break through. That's what he's done."
The next step for Frank will be consistency. It's uncommon, though not unheard-of, for a player of his age to break through at midseason and become a full-time NHL player.
Plenty of players can play well for a few games in the NHL; fewer can do it night in and night out all season long. But Carbery, who is well aware of that and is typically reluctant to get overly excited about a small sample, is having a hard time reining in his delight about Frank.
"Can't say enough positive things about what he's doing," Carbery said. "Now the challenge becomes doing it consistently and being able to -- [as an] everyday NHLer, you've got to try to do it for a week, two weeks, a month, a month and a half. ... I'm optimistic that he's going to be able to do that, and he'll continue to be in the lineup if he does."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/16/ethen-frank-capitals/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jack Hoffman, Nebraska super fan who battled childhood cancer, dies at 19
Despite recurrences over the years, Jack Hoffman, who was 7 when the Cornhuskers helped him to a touchdown, went on to play in high school himself.
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-01-16

Brain cancer patient Jack Hoffman, 7, ran for a 69-yard touchdown at the 2013 University of Nebraska spring game. His death was announced in January 2025.


Jack Hoffman, the pediatric brain cancer patient who became a viral sensation as a small boy with his touchdown scamper in a Nebraska spring game, died Wednesday after fighting the disease for 14 years.
"It is with heavy hearts that we share the news of the passing of Jack Hoffman. Jack passed away after a long battle with brain cancer, a journey that inspired countless lives and left a legacy of hope, strength, and resilience," the Team Jack Foundation announced. "Jack Hoffman, you will always be our hero."
Hoffman, who lived in Atkinson, Nebraska, was diagnosed with what doctors said was an inoperable cancerous glioma when he was 5. But his father, Andy, researched his case and Jack underwent surgery in Boston, where doctors removed more than 90 percent of the tumor, and had chemotherapy.
Andy Hoffman had reached out to running back Rex Burkhead, Jack's favorite player at Nebraska, and Burkhead became a lifelong friend. During a 2011 game in which the Cornhuskers trailed Ohio State by three touchdowns, Burkhead fired up some of his teammates by mentioning the youngster he'd met. "Hey, Jack wouldn't give up," he told them, "so why should we?" Burkhead went on to score the game-winning touchdown.
That led to an April 2013 decision by Nebraska coaches to draw up a play to give Jack a chance to score a touchdown. With a helmet that was far too large for him, the 7-year-old ran for a 69-yard touchdown, delighting 60,000 fans in the stands and millions on the internet.
Hoffman and "The Run" were awarded an ESPY as the year's best sports moment. He met then-president Barack Obama at the White House and the Team Jack Foundation has gone on to raise more than $12.6 million for pediatric brain cancer research according to its website.
"I was just so nervous," Jack wrote in a 2020 email to The Post, recalling his touchdown run. "I had just found out that morning what I was going to do. My dad helped me practice taking the handoff properly shortly before it happened. At the time, I didn't know what the end zone line was. My dad just told me to keep running until the big white line at the end, so that is what I did."
Over the years, Jack faced more bouts with the disease, receiving treatment with medication, his father told The Post that year, extensive checkups and lab work every three months to keep the cancer at bay. He was taking nearly two dozen pills per day to manage his condition, which included occasional seizures, in 2020. "The treatment has just become part of my day and is kind of a habit now and just something I know I need to do daily, so I just do it," Jack said then in an email.
Epilepsy was a side effect that kept him from doing some things, but he played on the offensive and defensive lines as a freshman at West Holt High, becoming the fifth Hoffman to wear No. 75. He also participated in baseball, basketball and track and field and Andy Hoffman told The Post that year that he thought his son "had enough snaps to letter this year."

Jack Hoffman, number 75, played football for West Holt Junior High on Sept. 16, 2019 despite his battle with brain cancer, before his death in January 2025.


In the summer of 2020, Andy Hoffman, a lawyer in Atkinson, was diagnosed with glioblastoma multiforme, an aggressive brain cancer, after he collapsed while running and he died at the age of 42 in March 2021. Burkhead called Andy Hoffman "a wonderful husband, father, friend, and unreal leader of pediatric brain cancer awareness in an Instagram post." He added: "It was a blessing to see Andy's attitude to make sure his family lived life to fullest [through] the amount of energy and love he poured into them. He was a man of his word and if there was something he wanted to do, he was going to do it. I'm gonna miss you a lot, man."
In 2023, scans showed that Jack's tumor had progressed and he underwent surgery, which showed that his tumor had advanced to an "extremely rare" high-grade glioma, according to the Team Jack website. He underwent radiation treatment and began his freshman year as a pre-law student at the University of Nebraska at Kearney, hoping to become a lawyer like his father.
But by December, a Team Jack Facebook update said that he had "multiple tumor locations" and his mother, Brianna, wrote in a CaringBridge post that she had the "heartbreaking" task of letting his professors know he was too ill to take his finals.
In addition to her, Jack is survived by his sisters Ava and Reese, his maternal and paternal grandparents and aunts, uncles and cousins.
"We know we have been given a lot of challenges," Brianna Hoffman wrote in a 2020 email to The Post, "but together as a family, we will continue to fight. We believe in the power of prayer and continue to rely on our faith to guide us through."
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The SEC isn't dominating college football anymore. Is it more than a blip?
For the second straight year, an SEC team won't play in the national championship game. It's too early to tell whether it's an aberration.
By Steven Godfrey | 2025-01-16

Texas was the last SEC team to bow out of the national championship race when it lost to Ohio State in the Cotton Bowl last week. (Gareth Patterson/AP)


For the first time in two decades, the SEC will not compete in college football's national championship game in back-to-back seasons. Monday night's College Football Playoff final between Ohio State and Notre Dame follows Michigan's defeat of Washington last year.
Depending on your geography, rooting interests and media consumption habits, this is either a complete and total aberration that portends nothing for the SEC or the cataclysmal end of Southern football's relevance altogether. Neither is totally accurate, but more important, neither is a good-faith assessment of the change we're witnessing in college football.
The former premise relies entirely upon what followed that previous two-year drought: After Oklahoma and Texas, then members of the Big 12, took turns playing former Pac-12 stalwart USC in the title games of the 2004 and 2005 seasons, four SEC programs combined to win the next seven national championships. If regionality matters to you -- and it shouldn't, because the sport is homogenizing by the second -- the "South" is responsible for 18 of the past 20 titles, save for Michigan last year and Ohio State in 2014.
That stretch of dominance suggests we're in a momentary blip of Midwestern relevance and the SEC will rip off another multiyear title run to restore order. But there's an ocean of shifting context underneath this era, and fans at places such as Michigan and Notre Dame are convincing themselves it's the death of a corrupt Southern reign over the sport.
The advent of the transfer portal and the arrival of name, image and likeness (NIL) payments have dramatically changed how college football rosters are constructed and maintained. Each season, NIL becomes more and more of a factor -- Ohio State is on the doorstep of its first national title in a decade and boasts a $20 million NIL "payroll" -- creating an argument that the SEC is somehow suddenly suffering in the era of aboveboard player payment because its programs aren't winning as they used to.
Is that idea the product of false equivalence or something credible? The correct (and boring) answer is we don't have enough data yet to determine an answer. But narrative abhors a vacuum, too, and it's no fun to wait for four or five more years' worth of data to be sure. So for the short term, the SEC is stinging from the accusation that its success was due to years of stockpiling talent by offering players illegal cash inducements to sign with programs they were then locked into.
This idea took voice live on ESPN last month, when comedian Shane Gillis, a lifelong Notre Dame fan, jabbed at former Alabama coach Nick Saban in person by claiming "not just the SEC and Coach Saban" can pay players in the modern game. According to Gillis, Saban wasn't amused when the show went off the air and ranted about the Crimson Tide's credibility as a program.
Anyone who has spent more than 10 minutes with the famously humorless Saban would find that believable, especially when the man himself is witnessing college football's crossroads at the exact moment his legacy begins to set. Saban compounded this perception when he told members of Congress he didn't "recognize the game" of college football in the NIL era shortly after he retired last January.
Did SEC programs pay players underneath the table for decades? Absolutely. I wrote about this process in detail 11 years ago in a story the conference took great pains to privately disavow and discredit, even while individual stories about cash offers to SEC players were confirmed publicly. But the SEC wasn't and never will be alone in bending some rules while breaking others outright.
Creating a moral binary is silly, even by the standards of barroom debate. When applied intentionally, it's willfully and harmfully naive. Michigan's 2023 title will forever be inseparable from the multiple investigations of NCAA violations ranging from recruiting to sign stealing. But the antics of former coach Jim Harbaugh's Wolverines staff certainly don't imply that such behaviors are mandatory for a cold-weather program to win it all.
For as long as college football has existed, its byzantine structure and corrupted systems have bred cheating. But it's equally naive to write off the South's two-decade stranglehold on the sport as standard lawlessness. The region, specifically the SEC, literally created a brand from caring more than anyone else about winning college football games. Years of marketing deck pablum have softened the truth of that sentiment, and the reality is much nastier than any TV ad for passionate fandom would ever hint at.
Yes, college football boosters benefited from NCAA's amateurism rules to secure players in a silent contract for thousands of dollars in cash. Today, those same athletes can entertain legitimate offers from programs nationwide, not just regional outfits with a personal connection or competing schools with enough zeal to cross state lines with cash. And, yes, in that era of black-market personnel, the SEC wrote, rewrote, edited and all but published the book on how to do it.
How frequently this happened and the exact economics we'll never know. Such is the nature of a black market. But even with a scant few seasons' worth of anecdotal evidence, it's beyond obvious the combination of NIL and the transfer portal allows players to leave rosters that formerly would have been overstuffed with positional talent, allowing for greater consistency season to season at the expense of athletes' personal agency.
And the era in which college football boasted its most disproportionate ratio of revenue to player compensation is when the South achieved near-total dominance. Before we can certify what's a trend and what's a new standard, we can acknowledge what has become at the very least a glaring coincidence.
For all of the league's apparent decline, I would still bet on more SEC teams making the playoff field of 12 next season than any other conference. That's not because of any of those programs' projected rosters, returning skill-position players or coaching staffs. It's solely because the SEC's critics have it right, even when they lack the data to prove it: The system for building a champion might have changed dramatically, and it might undercut the previous blueprint, but nothing about the South's desire to define itself by college football success has altered in the slightest. If anything, another two-year spot of ignominy will only fuel its drive to figure out the next way to wrest dominance, fair or not.
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NFL picks and best bets for the divisional round of the playoffs
Best value plays for the second round of the NFL postseason, plus picks for every game.
By Neil Greenberg | 2025-01-16

Buffalo Bills wide receiver Khalil Shakir could play a key role in Sunday's divisional-round playoff game against the Baltimore Ravens. (Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP)


There are a couple of heavy favorites this weekend in the NFL playoffs' divisional round, and history suggests at least one of them won't cover the spread. Since 2002, when the league expanded to 32 teams, home favorites of seven points or more have never gone undefeated against the number, per TruMedia. The teams that didn't cover missed by an average of 10 points.
This isn't to say these heavy home favorites won't advance -- they have a record of 32-12 straight up in this round -- but laying the points is not always lucrative (19-24-1 against the spread).
Best bets record in 2024-25: 19-32
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Tuesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Saturday, 4:30 p.m. | ESPN, ABC
Pick: Over 411/2 points (The pick is Chiefs -71/2, but it is not a best bet)
Houston has an excellent defense, ranking No. 1 in Aaron Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average (which measures a team's efficiency by comparing success on every play to a league average based on situation and opponent). Its offense, on the other hand, is below average at No. 24. Kansas City, which is coming off a week of rest from its first-round bye, is more balanced with an offense ranked eighth and a defense ranked 12th.
That's one reason the Chiefs have a good chance of covering in this one, especially if they're able to get pressure on Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud, who was the second-most-sacked quarterback (52 times) during the regular season behind Chicago's Caleb Williams (68). Not surprisingly, Houston's point production declines on drives with at least one sack. Since its offense isn't very efficient to begin with, the effect was more detrimental than it was to most teams.
The stronger play in this game is the over. Since 2002, when a team with a DVOA profile like Houston's (strong on defense but not on offense) faces a more balanced team like Kansas City, the final total averages 44 points. The matchups yield 42 or more points almost two-thirds of the time.
Saturday, 8 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Commanders team total under 221/2 points (The pick is Commanders +81/2, but it is not a best bet)
Washington has been on a heck of a run, but it is in for a big challenge Saturday night. Most notably, the Commanders' poor defensive play -- they rank 24th in defensive DVOA -- could keep their offense off the field. Per the game charters at Pro Football Focus, Washington ranks 28th in run defense, while Detroit ranks third in run blocking. Washington ranks 29th at covering receivers, while Detroit ranks seventh in passing.
Yes, Washington has a dynamic offense and Coach Dan Quinn has shown a willingness to go for it on fourth down to keep drives alive, but that advantage is mitigated somewhat against a similarly bold Detroit team. If the Lions can sustain drives, it will be tough for the Commanders to get scoring chances of their own.
Sunday, 3 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Matthew Stafford under 2261/2 passing yards (The pick is Eagles -6, but it is not a best bet)
Lincoln Financial Field has not been an inviting environment for opposing quarterbacks. The Eagles, who stifled Green Bay in their first-round win, boast the second-best pass defense in the NFL, per DVOA -- and no player has accumulated more than 212 passing yards against the Eagles in Philadelphia since Week 2.
I believe this line is being influenced by Stafford's 243-yard performance against the Eagles in Week 12, but that was at SoFi Stadium.
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Khalil Shakir over 511/2 receiving yards (The pick is Ravens -11/2, but it is not a best bet)
This game is the toughest handicap of the weekend. Both teams have an MVP-caliber quarterback, and both are on the short list of Super Bowl contenders. The line opened with the Bills as slight favorites; that has since swung to the Ravens.
But there is one play that stands out -- Shakir's receiving yardage total. Baltimore has struggled to cover No. 1 wide receivers, allowing Cincinnati star Ja'Marr Chase to tally 193 receiving yards in Week 5 and 264 yards in Week 10, and Denver's Courtland Sutton to catch 7 of 10 targets for 122 yards in Week 9. Davante Adams and Rashee Rice also broke the 100-yard milestone against Baltimore.
Shakir might not be viewed the same way as those pass catchers from a pure talent standpoint, but he has been highly productive as a slot receiver in Buffalo's balanced passing attack, including tallying 62 receiving yards, which was higher than his season average of 54.7, in the Bills' regular season loss to Baltimore. Moreover, the Ravens haven't been great against slot receivers, allowing a higher completion rate (69 percent) than they have to outside wideouts (60 percent) and yielding 54 or more yards to slot receivers five times.
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NCAA will now pay teams in its women's basketball tournament, too
The organization approved "performance units" for women's teams participating in March Madness after years of only paying men's programs.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2025-01-16

South Carolina beat Iowa in the NCAA women's basketball tournament final last year. (Morry Gash/AP)


It's official: Starting this year, Division I women's basketball teams will earn financial rewards for participating in and winning games in the NCAA tournament.
These performance units, as they are often referred to, were adopted by a unanimous vote of NCAA members at the organization's annual convention Wednesday in Nashville. As on the men's side -- which has long had performance units -- each team will earn money for its conference, which will then distribute it among all members of the league. A year ago, as the women's game surged in popularity, many coaches said they believed this would further incentivize schools to invest in their women's programs.
They also said they believed the units program is long overdue, coming after years of pressure from administrators and women's coaches.
The NCAA's Board of Governors voted unanimously for the proposal in August. On Wednesday, the details were made official: a $15 million pool for 2025, $20 million for 2026 and $25 million for 2027. For the coming tournament, that values each unit at about $113,000, with payments increasing as teams get deeper into the tournament.
These numbers are far lower than performance units for the men's tournament ($2 million for each unit in 2024, which amounted to a total pool of $226 million). But for the women's units, the pool is 26 percent of the annual value of the NCAA's media rights contract with ESPN, which was about the same percentage awarded to men's teams in the deal with CBS in the first year performance units were established.
In April, the women's final between South Carolina and Iowa had a record audience of 18.7 million -- 3 million more than the men's final between Connecticut and Purdue. Former Iowa star Caitlin Clark's presence helped, but it also showed how much women's basketball has boomed in recent years.
"People like money. They like return on investment," USC women's coach Lindsay Gottlieb said in March. "People are starting to see that women's basketball is not just a values proposition, although it's great theater and it's great entertainment, but there's also a monetary aspect to it."
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As international free agency begins, the Nats spend big on two Venezuelan prospects
Brayan Cortesia, a 17-year-old shortstop, signed a $1.92 million bonus, while 16-year-old catcher Daniel Hernandez signed for $1.1 million, according to a person with knowledge of the matter.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-01-15

The Washington Nationals signed 14 players on Wednesday, the first day of international free agency. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


Let's start here: The 14 players the Washington Nationals signed Wednesday, the first day of international free agency, were born between 2005 and 2008. In other words: It will take many years to know whether Wednesday was the day they turned around their spotty track record in international scouting.
But it was the first class headed by new international scouting director Victor Rodriguez, so it is perhaps a good demarcation point. It was headlined by two Venezuelan prospects -- who together took up about half of the $6,261,000 in bonus money the team had to spend. Brayan Cortesia, a 17-year-old shortstop, signed for a $1.92 million bonus, and 16-year-old catcher Daniel Hernandez signed for $1.1 million, according to a person with knowledge of the matter.
"The theme of all the guys we acquire, for the most part, is going to be the hit tool," Rodriguez said. "That's the hardest thing to find, the hardest thing to do, and those are the guys that we're going to try to add to the organization. That's the number one tool that drives value here."
Scouting services generally had Cortesia and Hernandez among the top 30 prospects in the class. The Nationals signed eight players from Venezuela and six from the Dominican Republic. Nine are position players.
Rodriguez described Cortesia as a five-tool player with an exciting physical upside. He mentioned that all of his tools are above average, with a chance to hit for power. He said the team also believes highly in Hernandez's bat and said his makeup is what separates him as a prospect. Though he was signed as a catcher, it was only a few years ago that he converted from third base.
The Nationals have rebuilt their catching depth over the past year. In last year's draft, they used two of their first four picks on catchers (Caleb Lomavita and Kevin Bazzell) and spent $500,000 to sign high school catcher Sir Jamison Jones, which was well over his slot value. Before those moves, the Nationals did not have a marquee catching prospect.
Rodriguez said he expects everyone in the class will start their professional careers at the Nationals' Dominican academy.
In the later years of former international scouting director Johnny DiPuglia's tenure with Washington, the team often targeted one big fish in international free agency. At times, that worked in its  favor -- think, for instance, signing a kid named Juan Soto for $1.5 million in 2015. But before DiPuglia's exit in 2023, the department didn't produce the same returns.
Shortstop Armando Cruz, who signed for $3.9 million in 2021, posted a .541 OPS between low Class A Fredericksburg and high Class A Wilmington last year. In 2022, Washington spent a team-record $4.925 million on outfielder Cristhian Vaquero. Last season, he hit .190 with five homers for Fredericksburg. The Nationals' Dominican Summer League affiliate -- a rough (if imperfect and early) evaluator for the depth of their international signing class -- last finished over .500 in 2021.
In 2024, the first and only class under Fausto Severino, the team signed outfielder Victor Hurtado and infielder Angel Feliz. Other international signings trending up in the system include starter Andry Lara, who was added to the 40-man roster after pitching to a 3.63 ERA with Class AA Harrisburg last year, as well as outfielder Dashyll Tejeda and starter Jose Feliz from the Dominican Summer League.
At MLB's general managers meetings in November, Mike Rizzo said the Nationals have put more technology into their international operations. Rodriguez values that side of scouting and developed his background in data with the Tampa Bay Rays.
"The way you improve is by being open-minded," Rodriguez said.
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Why a Jerry Jones-Deion Sanders pairing just might make sense
If Jerry Jones cares about branding and buzz, bringing one of the greatest showmen and talkers in pro sports history to Dallas would check plenty of boxes.
By Jason La Canfora | 2025-01-15

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones and Deion Sanders, shown before a 1995 game against Washington. (Doug Mills/AP) 


A Jerry Jones and Deion Sanders pairing might seem like a match made in Hollywood because it kind of would be, which helps explain why it just might happen in Dallas.
The Cowboys owner not being able to come to terms with former coach Mike McCarthy before his exclusive negotiating rights ran out this week was a surprise to many around the NFL. They had doubted that Jones really wanted to go through an exhaustive coaching search and knew the owner was comfortable with McCarthy running his team; they also knew McCarthy was comfortable enough to live with Dallas's broken front-office structure, in which Jones and his son (Stephen Jones, the team's chief operating officer) pick the players and negotiate the contracts while the coach deals with all of the drama and distractions they create.
But as he has grown older, Jerry Jones has grown stingier with what he is willing to expend on payroll -- from coaches to players -- and as I mentioned weeks ago, McCarthy was going to have a market if Jones didn't step up. I'd be surprised if McCarthy doesn't get an audience with the Chicago Bears -- the team requested an interview with him earlier this month -- along with the Las Vegas Raiders and the New Orleans Saints, among others.
Where does Jones go now? When you consider that the billionaire's superpower has always been the ability to market that star logo, sell his star players and keep people talking about a franchise that has been decidedly middling for a generation, well, it's not hard to imagine Cowboys legend "Prime Time" Sanders riding in on a white horse to save the day.
"It just feels like a total Jerry Jones move, doesn't it?" posited one NFL general manager, whose team is also looking at potential coaching staff alterations and who is not permitted to speak about the inner workings of coaching hires elsewhere in the league. "It would be the complete opposite of Mike in terms of personality. The media would be all over it. Every press conference would be must-see TV. The Cowboys stay in prime time all the time. You guys [in the media] would love it."
Indeed, if in lieu of hiring an empowered front office and focusing on winning above all else Jones instead wants to keep maximizing branding, Q rating and buzz, bringing in one of the greatest showmen and talkers in sports history -- and someone who did in fact turn around a morbid University of Colorado program in short order -- would check a lot of boxes. Furthermore, several people close to the Buffaloes' program, with whom I've chatted frequently as Sanders's son Shedeur became a top NFL prospect, have long believed Sanders would be open to new opportunities once his son hit the draft. There has been speculation that Deion and Shedeur Sanders would be a package deal in the NFL, and while the Cowboys are in no position to draft a top quarterback, I don't believe that's a dealbreaker.

Colorado Coach Deion Sanders and son Shedeur Sanders, the Buffaloes' quarterback. (Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP) 


"Deion has complete autonomy at CU, and he'd get none of that in Dallas, nor any other major college football program for that matter," said one booster, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive topic. "And he won't be able to bring his whole [entourage] with him, and there's a lot of them. ... It feels like Jerry is doing a lot of this for attention, but that's what he loves, and I think Deion will chase the money at the end of the day."
Sanders's coaching chops would be challenged at a much higher level, but then again, NFL owners have hired no shortage of woefully out-of-their-depth college coaches over the years -- men who, unlike Sanders, had no understanding of the NFL and brought none of his fame and ubiquity. (Try watching a televised sporting event without his face popping up.) The two men know each other well, have similar natural marketing instincts and know how to keep people hanging on their every word. Jones has dipped into the college ranks before, and he loves to work with people with whom he has relationships.
Nothing would peeve him more than being turned down by the candidates seen as the best-positioned for NFL coaching jobs, so making an immediate pivot to a candidate most would not consider as strongly might also make sense. Stay tuned, pardner. This could be quite a wild ride.
The New England Patriots made little pretense about their intent to hire Mike Vrabel from the moment owner Robert Kraft began trying to explain why he was firing Jerod Mayo after just a year on the job. Everything about the process -- from the haste with which two minority candidates with virtually no chance of landing head coaching jobs were interviewed to the franchise's immediate audience with Vrabel -- had some rival executives convinced the former Patriots linebacker was a slam dunk to be the team's next coach.
The question for many of those executives now is what becomes of longtime NFL assistants Pep Hamilton and Byron Leftwich, Black coaches who, despite their interviews for New England's opening, appeared more likely to land gigs serving as quarterback coaches than running their own teams. They didn't even merit individual posts from the Patriots on social media but were instead grouped together.
"You can't slow down long enough to make sure you at least interview a few diversity candidates who are being considered in other places?" asked the GM, who criticized Kraft's handling of the process. "If nothing else, there'd better be jobs for Pep and Leftwich on that staff. That's the least they could do."
There's a belief in other front offices that former Patriots offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels could return to run the offense and coach up young quarterback Drake Maye. Not including Leftwich and Hamilton on that staff would only intensify the scrutiny on Kraft in some rival front offices.
There is a strong sentiment among those I talk with that Detroit Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson is taking one of the six open head coaching jobs this time. He has changed his representation and is incredibly well-positioned in this cycle. Should he want a say in which general manager he works with, he'll merit it. It's hard to fathom a scenario in which he spurns all of these advances again. ...
The candidacies of Lions defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn and Minnesota Vikings defensive coordinator Brian Flores are very real in multiple cities, but I continue to hear that the brass in New Orleans is especially keen on both. If the New York Jets aren't waiting on Glenn, a former star defensive back with them, with the intent to let him help determine the right GM to work with, then they are even more backward than it appears. They fired Robert Saleh a long time ago. ...
The Jacksonville Jaguars' decision to retain General Manager Trent Baalke in no way makes that a more attractive coaching job opening. Quite the opposite. I could see Jaguars owner Shad Khan becoming enamored with Baltimore Ravens offensive coordinator Todd Monken on a personal and professional level. And Monken's recent success in the college game at Georgia could appeal to Khan, who is trying to get 2021 top draft pick Trevor Lawrence to resemble the generational talent he was at Clemson. Khan has shied away from younger coaches before -- Johnson is 38, two decades younger than Monken -- and he has failed to land Johnson previously. My suspicion is that doesn't change.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-16
NHL
7 p.m. Washington at Ottawa >>> Monumental Sports Network, WJFK (106.7 FM)
7 p.m. Detroit at Florida >>> ESPN
9:30 p.m. Edmonton at Colorado >>> ESPN
NBA
7 p.m. Phoenix at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network 2, WFED (1500 AM)
7:30 p.m. Cleveland at Oklahoma City >>> TNT
10 p.m. Houston at Sacramento >>> TNT, WSBN (630 AM)
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m. High Point at Longwood >>> ESPNU
7 p.m. Memphis at Temple >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. Michigan at Minnesota >>> Fox Sports 1
7 p.m. Hofstra at Towson >>> CBS Sports Network
9 p.m. Maryland at Northwestern >>> Big Ten Network, WTEM (980 AM)
9 p.m. Rutgers at Nebraska >>> Fox Sports 1
9 p.m. UTEP at Liberty >>> CBS Sports Network
11 p.m. Gonzaga at Oregon State >>> CBS Sports Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6 p.m. Georgia Tech at Notre Dame >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Mississippi State at Tennessee >>> SEC Network
7 p.m. Nebraska at Iowa >>> Big Ten Network
8 p.m. California at Duke >>> ACC Network
9 p.m. Florida at Mississippi >>> SEC Network
GOLF
5 a.m. DP World Tour: Dubai Desert Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. Latin America Amateur Championship, first round >>> ESPN2
4 p.m. PGA Tour: American Express, first round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. PGA Tour Champions: Mitsubishi Electric Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
2:30 a.m. (Friday) DP World Tour: Dubai Desert Classic, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
10 a.m. Saudi Pro League: Al-Fateh at Al-Hilal >>> Fox Sports 2
Noon Saudi Pro League: Al-Raed at Al-Ittihad >>> Fox Sports 2
2:45 p.m. Italian Women's Cup quarterfinal, first leg: Sassuolo at Inter Milan >>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. English Premier League: Southampton at Manchester United >>> USA Network
TENNIS
5 a.m. Australian Open, second round >>> ESPN2
9 p.m. Australian Open, third round >>> ESPN2
3 a.m. (Friday) Australian Open, third round >>> ESPN2
HOCKEY
7 p.m. USA Hockey All-American Game >>> NHL Network
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L.A. fires prompt changes to NBA schedule, including Wizards games
Three of Washington's games at Western Conference teams, including a matchup with the Clippers originally set for next week, have new dates.
By Varun Shankar | 2025-01-16

The Wizards, shown Monday playing at home against the Minnesota Timberwolves, are set to begin a six-game road trip this weekend. (Geoff Burke/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


The NBA altered the schedules of multiple teams, including the Washington Wizards, to accommodate the rescheduling of two games because of the fires that have burned some 40,000 acres and killed more than 20 people in the Los Angeles area.
Washington's game at the Utah Jazz was moved from Jan. 23 to March 19. Its game at the Los Angeles Clippers was moved from March 16 to Jan. 23, which is two days after a game at the Los Angeles Lakers. And its game at the Portland Trail Blazers was moved up one day to March 17.
The changes come before a six-game road trip against Western Conference teams -- beginning Saturday against the Golden State Warriors -- for the Wizards, who have slumped to a league-worst 6-32 record.
The schedule changes eliminate what would have been a back-to-back for Washington on March 15 and 16. The Wizards' two-day break between games March 18 and 21 is now cut to one day.
The league rescheduled three games that had been postponed. The Charlotte Hornets, who were set to take on the Lakers on Jan. 9, will now do so Feb. 19. Charlotte's game against the Clippers, set for Jan. 11, will now be played March 16. The game between the Houston Rockets and the Atlanta Hawks, which was postponed from its original Jan. 11 date because of a winter storm in Atlanta, is now set for Jan. 28.
Three other games were adjusted:
The new date for the game between the San Antonio Spurs and Lakers, which was set for Jan. 11 in Los Angeles, has not been announced.
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Five things: A few steps back represent progress for Bub Carrington
The Wizards' rookie guard makes go-to move, the pullup jumper, more efficient. Meanwhile, second-year player Bilal Coulibaly seems to be settling.
By Varun Shankar | 2025-01-16
After playing semi-competent basketball to close 2024, the Washington Wizards have regressed to their early-season malaise.
Washington has lost seven of its eight games in 2025, including two to the New Orleans Pelicans -- its counterpart at the bottom of the NBA standings -- and one to the Oklahoma City Thunder by a whopping 41 points.
Ouch.
But even this rebuilding team has intriguing aspects. This week's five things include a look at Bub Carrington's pull-up jumper, an examination of hustle stats, a breakdown of Bilal Coulibaly's struggles and more.
(Stats are entering Wednesday's games.)
Carrington entered the NBA with one ready-made tool: his pull-up shooting. The rookie was adept at dribbling to a spot and rising up for a jumper, often doing so from the midrange.
"We can't take any credit for that," Coach Brian Keefe said of Carrington's midrange abilities. "... He's always shot that shot pretty well. He's got good size [and] can get up over people."
The 6-foot-4 guard's size, ballhandling and pick-and-roll ability have helped that skill translate to the NBA. He is tied for 12th in the league in effective field goal percentage (which adjusts for the added value of three-pointers) on pull-up shots among players with at least 100 such attempts, per NBA.com.

Bub Carrington has extended his range on pull-up jump shots. (NBA.com)


For Carrington to make that shot an efficient weapon, he would need to move the bulk of his pull-ups behind the three-point line. And he has done that.
In his first 10 games, 22 percent of his shot attempts were classified as long midrange attempts by analytics site Cleaning the Glass. That was in the 96th percentile among combo guards (a player who can be a point guard or a shooting guard).
Since then, 13 percent of his shots are long midrange attempts, down to the 79th percentile. Conversely, Carrington has jumped from the 42nd percentile in the percentage of his shots coming from three-point range to the 72nd percentile. He is shooting 38.2 percent on pull-up threes since Nov. 16, per NBA.com, tied for the 19th-best mark in the league among players with at least 40 such attempts over that span.
"Those two shots don't necessarily hold a different degree of difficulty for me," Carrington said.
Coulibaly's strong start to his second season and increased confidence had many (including one Washington Post reporter) believing he was poised for a sizable jump.
The Wizards seemed to agree. The team empowered Coulibaly with ballhandling responsibilities. The guard's usage rate has increased. His efficiency has not followed.
His effective field goal percentage, which was in the 28th percentile among wings in his rookie season, is now in the 10th percentile, according to Cleaning the Glass. That drop could be the understandable growing pains of a player who spent little time with the ball in his hands as a rookie.
But Coulibaly's shot selection has been questionable. Thirty-six percent of his shot attempts come from the midrange, putting him in the 88th percentile among wings. He is shooting just 32 percent on such shots, which puts him in the 21st percentile.
Among the 20-year-old's best qualities is his upper-echelon athleticism. It's most evident when he attacks and finishes in the paint. Coulibaly is shooting 71 percent at the rim, in the 76th percentile among wings. But the rate of his shots that come at the rim dropped from 42 percent in his rookie year (88th percentile) to 33 percent (64th percentile) this season.
Part of that is because defenses sag off Coulibaly, treating him as a non-shooter. He has yet to make them pay, shooting just 29.7 percent from deep.
There also have been instances in recent games when he seems to settle for shots that defenders want him to take rather than get to the rim, where he can use his ability to draw fouls (88th percentile in drawing shooting fouls this season, per Cleaning the Glass).

Coulibaly misses a midrange shot. (NBA.com)


Kispert knows he isn't the most athletic player in the NBA. He also knows, if he keeps moving, he could tire out his defender. Then?
"All of a sudden, we're the same athlete," he said.

Corey Kispert's movement helps generate a three-pointer. (NBA.com)


The 25-year-old wing covers 1.21 miles per game on offense, according to NBA.com's tracking data, the highest among the Wizards' frontcourt players. Kispert, who started the season in a slump but has made 40.8 percent of his threes since the start of December, also discussed his efforts to add arc to his shot.
"I'm always trying to work on arc. It's not something when I'm in a game that I want to necessarily think about. When you start thinking about how you're shooting the ball, those tend to be misses," he said. "But I've been working behind the scenes ... and hopefully during games that just shows ... naturally through the reps on the back end."
Why is arc important?
"I don't want too much [arc] but enough to create a bigger hoop, essentially more chance for that ball to go in and have enough backspin," he said.

Thunder guard Cason Wallace battlers for a rebound against Wizards forward Kyshawn George and center Jonas Valanciunas. (Geoff Burke/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


NBA.com tracks several hustle stats, including loose balls recovered, deflections and charges drawn. The Wizards are in the bottom 10 of the league in all three per-game categories. The Thunder, an organization the Wizards have many ties to -- Monumental Basketball President Michael Winger, Wizards General Manager Will Dawkins and Keefe each spent at least seven seasons with Oklahoma City -- leads in all three hustle categories.
On the surface, that disparity looks like a troubling sign for Washington as it tries to pull aspects of the Thunder's culture in the process of creating its own.
But go back to the 2020-21 season, Thunder Coach Mark Daigneault's first at the front of Oklahoma City's bench. The Thunder was tied for third worst in deflections, tied for second worst in loose balls recovered and tied for fifth worst in charges drawn.
Part of that jump is having better talent. Part of it may also be the time needed to build the elusive winning culture Washington desires.
Some extra items from the notebook:
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Penguins' Evgeni Malkin is latest pro athlete targeted by burglars
Pittsburgh Penguins star Evgeni Malkin's three Stanley Cup rings reportedly were among the items taken during the break-in.
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-01-16

Evgeni Malkin "has requested that his privacy be respected during this time," the Penguins said in a statement. (Charles LeClaire/Imagn Images) 


The suburban Pittsburgh home of Penguins star Evgeni Malkin was the target of burglars over the weekend in the latest in a series of break-ins at the homes of professional athletes across the country.
The team confirmed the Saturday incident at Malkin's home in a statement to Pittsburgh TV station WPXI but declined to offer details on what police said is an ongoing investigation. The Penguins added that "Malkin has requested that his privacy be respected during this time."
In a statement to The Washington Post, Allegheny County police said they "were requested to investigate a burglary that occurred on Jan. 11 in the 800 block of Blackburn Road in Sewickley Heights," adding that detectives are investigating. It is the department's policy not to identify crime victims.
The break-in occurred on a day when the Penguins played the Ottawa Senators, and a 911 call came in a few hours after the 4 p.m. game in which Malkin did not play because of injury. He returned to the ice Tuesday night after a three-game absence and did not address the incident in comments after the loss to Seattle.
Malkin's three Stanley Cup rings (from 2009, 2016 and 2017) are missing, and his home security system was not working when thieves kicked in the back door of the home. Malkin's safe also was left open.
Over the past few months, break-ins have occurred at the homes of the NFL's Patrick Mahomes, Travis Kelce and Joe Burrow; the NBA's Luka Doncic, Bobby Portis and Mike Conley; and the NHL's Tyler Seguin, prompting the FBI to warn sports leagues that athletes could be targeted by crime organizations.
According to a Liaison Information Report obtained by ABC News last month, homes are targeted because they may contain high-end goods such as designer handbags, jewelry, watches and cash. In addition, the teams' schedules are publicly known. The break-ins have occurred during games, both at home and on the road.
The NFL and NBA also issued security alerts to players, suggesting they increase security. In a memo acquired by the Associated Press in November, the NBA urged athletes to update alarm systems, place valuables in a safe, use security services during road trips and have dogs. The NFL reminded players not to update social media with check-ins and daily activities until the end of the day and urged them not to post information about expensive items. In addition, Commissioner Roger Goodell last month said the NFL's security department had been in touch with the FBI.
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TikTok CEO to attend Trump's inauguration, a day after ban set to start
TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew will be a guest of Donald Trump at his inauguration Monday as the popular app's ban is set to go into effect, according to three people familiar with his plans.
By Marianne LeVine, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Drew Harwell | 2025-01-16

TikTok chief executive Shou Zi Chew appears at a hearing on Capitol Hill in March 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew plans to attend Donald Trump's inauguration on Monday, a day after a nationwide ban against the app that the president-elect has pledged to "save" it from is set to take effect, according to five people familiar with the plans.
Chew, who less than a year ago faced a hostile reception in Washington as lawmakers grilled him about TikTok's ties to China at a hearing, has been invited to sit on the dais as an honored guest as Trump is sworn in as president, two of the people said. The people spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss plans that were not yet public.
Chew's planned attendance arrives at a pivotal moment for the company's U.S. operations.
The popular video-sharing platform is barreling toward a possible shutdown in the United States on Sunday if its Chinese parent company, ByteDance, does not sell off the app and if neither the Supreme Court nor the Biden administration intervenes to halt a federal ban-or-sale law from taking effect.
While Trump previously advocated for a TikTok ban as president, he said on the campaign trail that he plans to rescue it from the bipartisan law passed by Congress and signed by President Joe Biden last year, though how he aims to do so remains unclear.
The Washington Post reported Wednesday that Trump is exploring issuing an executive order once he enters office to halt enforcement of the law for 60 or 90 days, a move that would give the app a temporary reprieve.
The company awaits judgment by the Supreme Court on its challenge to the ban-or-sale law, though a majority of the justices last week appeared inclined to uphold it. If the law is upheld or the court declines to delay its implementation, TikTok could shut down on Sunday.
TikTok did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Trump has praised TikTok in recent weeks, crediting the platform with helping him to court young voters during the presidential race last year. "I have a warm spot in my heart for TikTok," Trump said at a news conference last month.
Trump met with Chew at Mar-a-Lago last month as questions about the app's fate swelled, according to a person familiar with the plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
One top Democrat rebuked Trump's decision to invite the TikTok chief to his inauguration as the company battles a federal law aiming to close down or sell off the app in the United States for national security reasons.
"Donald Trump talks tough on China and once called for a ban on TikTok. ... But now, he's inviting TikTok's CEO to join him at his inauguration, despite the app's well-documented links to the Chinese Communist Party and its threat to our national security. What kind of message does this send?" Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-New Jersey), who backed the law, said in a statement.
TikTok's policy arm rebuffed the comments in a post replying to Pallone on X: "Message being that you want to silence and censor over 170 million Americans' right to free speech."
Chew will join other prominent tech executives who are set to attend Trump's inauguration, including Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, Tesla chief Elon Musk and Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg. (Bezos owns The Washington Post.) The New York Times first reported news of Chew's plans.
Google CEO Sundar Pichai and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman are also expected to attend, according to two people familiar with their plans, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the private deliberations.
The plans put TikTok chief in close proximity to the leaders of some companies tasked with imposing the ban. Under the ban-or-sale law, app store giants -- including Google and Apple along with internet hosting services -- could face billions in penalties if they continue to carry TikTok or push updates to the app.
Cat Zakrzewski and Gerrit De Vynck contributed to this report.
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Biden issues order to strengthen federal cyber defenses
President Joe Biden signed an order aimed at strengthening federal computer networks in the wake of damaging espionage intrusions by the Chinese government.
By Ellen Nakashima | 2025-01-16

Anne Neuberger, the U.S. deputy national security adviser for cyber and emerging technology, speaks during a White House daily press briefing on March 21, 2022. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


President Joe Biden has signed an order to strengthen federal computer networks in the wake of damaging espionage intrusions by the Chinese government.
The 53-page order issued Thursday builds on steps taken by the White House and federal agencies over the past four years to impose cybersecurity regulations on rail, pipeline and other critical infrastructure sectors of the U.S. economy and develop federal standards for secure software.
The deputy national security adviser for cyber and emerging technologies, Anne Neuberger, called it the administration's "capstone" cyber order -- "designed to put the country on a path to defensible networks across the government and private sector."
The federal government has learned a lot over the past four years from responding to crises, from Russia's compromise of the software contractor SolarWinds to China's hack of the Treasury Department to Russian-speaking criminals' ransomware attack on Colonial Pipeline, Neuberger said.
"We've spent the better part of a year carefully reviewing incidents to determine exactly how the Chinese and other criminals got through the gate," she said.
Attacking software contractors in the supply chain was a favorite tactic, for instance, as in the SolarWinds breach in late 2020. In a couple of cases, hackers compromised keys these vendors used to secure their software, enabling them to penetrate sensitive Treasury Department office systems late last year, and in 2023 to break into Biden officials' unclassified email accounts, including those of Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo and U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns.
The White House order requires that software vendors to U.S. agencies publicly prove they have met stringent standards to secure their software. Those who fail the tests could be referred to the attorney general for civil prosecution, Neuberger said.
The executive order requires federal agencies to improve internet traffic routing security and to make network security data available to the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, with the aim of better detecting adversary presence in civilian networks across the government. It also sharpens Treasury's power to punish criminals, such as ransomware actors, and others who might be undertaking malicious cyber operations on behalf of a government.
Brandon Wales, former CISA executive director now with the cybersecurity firm SentinelOne, noted particular provisions regarding secure software development, internet routing and threat hunting. If those measures are advanced by the next administration, he said, they "could have a profound impact not only on the cybersecurity of federal systems but of the broader cyber ecosystem."
Trump could, with the stroke of a pen, cancel the order. But Neuberger is hopeful the next administration will build on the Biden teams' efforts.
"Our feeling is that securing the nation in cyberspace and making it harder for ransomware hackers are pretty nonpartisan goals," she said. "We wanted to put the incoming administration on the best foot forward as they did for us."
The first Trump administration issued two executive orders that aided cybersecurity, Neuberger said.
A 2019 order empowered the Commerce Department to investigate certain software companies for national security threats to digital networks in the United States. The order led to a U.S. ban on sales of antivirus software by Russia-based cybersecurity firm Kaspersky in June.
President Donald Trump also signed an order in his final weeks in office that imposed know-your-customer requirements on cloud companies in the United States.
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TikTok races toward a ban as Supreme Court -- and Trump -- weigh its fate
Justices did not issue a ruling in the closely watched case over a potential ban, dialing up intrigue over the app's fate.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong | 2025-01-15

The Supreme Court justices have yet to issue an expected ruling on whether to uphold a law mandating the sale or ban of TikTok set to take effect on Sunday. (Tom Brenner/for The Washington Post)


TikTok inched closer to a nationwide shutdown after the Supreme Court did not rule on the ban-or-sale law targeting the app early Wednesday, leaving the platform in limbo, with President-elect Donald Trump's vague pledge to "save" it the last likely refuge.
After oral arguments last week, most of the justices appeared inclined to uphold the law banning the social media platform if its Chinese parent company does not sell it, but with the divestiture deadline of Sunday rapidly approaching, the app's prospects for an immediate lifeline are dwindling.
While the court is still expected to issue a ruling or order on the case this week, its continued silence has amped up the tension in years-long drama over the fate of TikTok, a platform that has captivated millions of users with its buzzy, short-form videos but triggered intense scrutiny in Washington over fears it could serve as a tool for Chinese spying or propaganda.
Further confounding the saga are the unknowns surrounding Trump, who during his first White House stint pushed for the app to be sold or banned in the United States but whose stance has softened after the app played a prominent role in his campaign to retake the White House. Trump will be sworn in Monday, a day after the ban may take hold, but his plans to aid TikTok remain hazy.
On Wednesday, the Washington Post reported that Trump is exploring unconventional ways to rescue the app, including issuing an executive order once he takes office to delay enforcement of the TikTok ban-or-sale law by 60 or 90 days. Trump has said publicly his plans will not be final until the Supreme Court weighs in.
The dynamic has left the company and officials in Washington scrambling to respond to a cascading series of possible scenarios, including the prospect that TikTok will immediately take the app offline early Sunday barring an intervention from the Supreme Court or the Biden administration, as the Information and Reuters reported it is planning. TikTok did not respond to requests for comment on its plans.
Trump as recently as this week has heaped praise on the app for helping him secure young voters during the 2024 presidential campaign and has previously questioned why he would want to "get rid" of it.
"We won young people and I think that's a big credit to TikTok," Trump said during a TV interview Monday. But he said his plans were in a holding pattern pending the legal review.
"I really have to wait to see what happens at the Supreme Court because nobody -- nobody knows what they can do and who's going to do it until they hear from the Supreme Court," Trump told Newsmax this week, adding that he had a "very good experience" with the app.
Trump in December asked the court to delay implementation of the law, with his legal team suggesting in a filing that his "consummate dealmaking expertise" could help broker "a resolution to save the platform."
But it's unclear whether the justices will buy into the arguments for a halt, a prospect that a federal appeals court rejected late last year. If they do not, Trump will probably be powerless to stop a ban that is set to take effect on the final full day of President Joe Biden's term.
At the Supreme Court on Wednesday, dozens of journalists flocked to the press room in anticipation of a possible decision announcement at 10 a.m. Instead, the court issued two unrelated rulings on overtime pay and a class-action lawsuit involving allegedly overpriced pet food.
Adding to the ongoing uncertainty were remarks by Pam Bondi, Trump's attorney general pick, who declined Wednesday to commit to enforcing the ban-or-sale law during her Senate confirmation hearing. Bondi, who if confirmed would be in charge of targeting violators who carry the app on their services, told lawmakers she could not discuss pending litigation.
In lieu of an intervention by the court or by Trump, some lawmakers critical of the ban-or-sale have pressured the Biden administration to take action. Under the law, Biden has the authority until Sunday to give ByteDance a one-time, 90-day extension to try to broker a sale of the app. The maneuver would give TikTok at least temporary reprieve from a ban and could allow more prospective suitors to form bids for the company, with the goal of staving off a permanent U.S. ban.
A senior Biden administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations, said the president is unlikely to extend the deadline himself unless there is a significant reversal from ByteDance in their opposition to a sale and the giant is able to show significant progress toward a deal, which it so far has not.
The official said the Biden administration views the passage of the law and its defense in court as major accomplishments but that its enforcement will largely be left up to the Trump administration. The administration may begin to engage with companies tasked with implementing the ban as early as this week, but the next phase will be up to the president-elect's team to shape, the official said.
The Justice Department declined to comment.
Under the law, app store giants Apple and Google and internet hosting services could face fines in the billions if they continue to offer updates for the app or carry the site beyond Sunday, but there are still significant questions about how exactly a ban might take effect, including whether companies could be held liable for not throttling traffic to TikTok's website. Apple and Google have not commented on their plans.
TikTok could still stave off a ban through a sale, but ByteDance has resisted the prospect and the full array of potential TikTok suitors remains murky. One would-be investor, "Shark Tank" star Kevin O'Leary, last week flew to Mar-a-Lago to pitch Trump on a $20 billion offer he and business magnate Frank McCourt recently presented to the tech giant.
O'Leary said he went hoping Trump would affirm his desire to keep the platform "lit up" in the face of a potential ban.
"I wanted to hear it from his own lips, and that's what he gave me," O'Leary told the Post. "He said, 'you know what, yeah, I'm for keeping it open.' That's all I needed to hear."
He and McCourt have called for the Biden administration to extend the deadline for a sale by 90 days, which O'Leary said he told Trump should be enough to close a deal.
China poses an additional hurdle to a sale. Beijing has long opposed a forced sale of TikTok in the United States. China's Foreign Ministry has said the law violates international trade rules and described it as an example of the United States using national security concerns to "unreasonably suppress foreign companies."
Bloomberg this week reported that Chinese officials discussed a potential sale that would involve close Trump ally Elon Musk acquiring TikTok's U.S. operations. But TikTok called the reports "pure fiction," and foreign ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun declined to comment.
O'Leary has suggested a TikTok deal could become a "negotiating tool" for Trump in his talks with China. But regardless, he said, Trump is the one primed to settle the issue.
"If he wants to make it his deal, it's going to be his deal. Period," he said.
Ann Marimow, Katrina Northrop and Vic Chiang contributed to this report.
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What happens if TikTok is banned? Your guide to a possible shutdown.
We have no clue what's going to happen with a possible TikTok ban. But here's how to prepare in case TikTok is shut down, briefly or for much longer. 
By Shira Ovide, Geoffrey A. Fowler, Heather Kelly | 2025-01-16

(Illustration by Emma Kumer/The Washington Post)


TikTok users, you're going to be in limbo for now.
TikTok, which is on the precipice of a nationwide ban in the United States as soon as Sunday, could avert a shutdown. It also might not.
We're waiting for a decision from the Supreme Court, which legal experts expect is likely to allow a ban on TikTok to go into effect. But President-elect Donald Trump is considering issuing an executive order once he's in office to put a hold on enforcing the law that could ban TikTok, The Washington Post reported Wednesday.
Maybe a TikTok ban is averted, or it goes through but is brief, or it goes into effect for a longer period. We won't predict the outcome, but we can help you prepare for the unpredictability of whatever happens with TikTok next.
A lawyer representing TikTok told the Supreme Court on Friday that he believed TikTok will "go dark" in the United States if a ban goes into effect.
The law says that companies providing technical services that keep TikTok running in the United States would have to stop.
The technology news site the Information also reported that if a ban goes into effect, TikTok has plans to shut off the app for people in the United States, and that people who try to open the app will see a pop-up message directing them to read information about the ban online.
The Post reported that executives in TikTok's U.S. headquarters have shared few firm details with employees about the coming days except that they are "planning for various scenarios."
TikTok has not responded to a list of questions.
The law also says that companies running U.S. app stores -- Apple and Google, essentially -- would have to stop making the TikTok app available to download. If you've already got the app, it's unlikely it would just disappear from your phone. Apple and Google have not commented on the issue.
It's not clear.
The law that might force a TikTok ban requires back-end computer providers to stop supporting TikTok in the United States. Even if TikTok's website, tiktok.com, is available for Americans if a ban goes into effect, it may not have the content you're used to seeing on TikTok.
One probable option to keep using TikTok, if it's banned, is through a virtual private network, or VPN. This software can make it appear as though you're using TikTok from another country where it isn't banned.
VPNs tend to be commonly used in countries in which the government blocks access to some apps, like YouTube and Instagram in Iran, and (briefly) X in Brazil, which last year temporarily suspended Elon Musk's app in the country.
If you do wind up using a VPN, be wary of downloading the first ones you find in a search of mobile app stores or the web. Some VPNs can be sketchy, data-hogging monsters.
We have previously pinpointed IVPN, Mullvad and Mozilla VPN as trustworthy. Each has a relatively small subscription fee. Proton VPN has a free option and was recommended by a digital security expert we consulted.
No.
The law doesn't order Americans to stop using TikTok if it's banned or to delete the app from our phones. Only companies, including app store owners Apple and Google, could face mammoth fines for breaking the law.
Replacing the unique combination of creators and conversation that makes TikTok popular won't be easy. But some people may turn to Instagram Reels and YouTube Shorts or the Chinese apps Lemon8 and RedNote.
Read more about your options here.
If you want to follow your favorite TikTok creators on other services, some include links to their other accounts in their TikTok bio. Many use the same username, too.
There are apps that promise to help you find friends across social media apps (often by syncing contacts), but beware how much personal information you're giving them.
Given the uncertainty about TikTok's immediate future, it might be wise to download all of your data from TikTok. Open the app and go to Profile - Settings and privacy - Account - Download your data. Do this soon. It's unclear if it will still be available if a TikTok ban goes into effect.
The download won't include video files but will have useful information like a list of accounts you follow or that follow you. It will include links to videos you've posted without a watermark (so you can upload them to another platform) as well as what videos you've favorited or bookmarked.
To save actual videos, you have a few options. You can download the most important ones individually by pasting the link for each video into a browser and saving it to your computer from there.
For large numbers of videos -- your own or others you want to keep -- there are a number of unofficial third-party tools that claim to be able to download them for you.
For example, Chrome extension myfaveTT will download all video files to a folder on your computer. Sorting through them isn't easy, but it makes a simple webpage on your computer that you can use to sort and find what you need.
Remember that using any extensions could put your data at risk. The maker of myfaveTT says the software does not sell or share people's personal data and only puts video files onto users' hard drives.
It's not clear. (Are you sick of that answer?!)
Once Trump takes office Monday -- the day after the deadline for a TikTok sale or ban -- he could order a delay on enforcement of the law. Lawyers have said that it's not clear whether companies legally obligated to carry out the ban, including Apple and Google, would take that as the final word.
Companies could face fines potentially in the many billions of dollars if they enable Americans to keep using a banned TikTok.
Some Republicans have suggested Trump should help broker TikTok's sale to an American company. ByteDance, the Chinese internet company that owns TikTok, has so far not been open to selling.
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Trump considers executive order hoping to 'save TikTok' from ban or sale in U.S. law 
Trump is exploring unconventional ways to rescue TikTok from a nationwide ban, arguing it will help him reach an adoring audience throughout his second term. 
By Drew Harwell, Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2025-01-16

Content creators outside the Supreme Court ahead of arguments on the TikTok law on Friday. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump is considering an executive order once in office that would suspend enforcement of the TikTok ban-or-sale law for 60 to 90 days, buying the administration time to negotiate a sale or alternative solution -- a legally questionable effort to win a brief reprieve for the Chinese-owned app now scheduled to be banned on Sunday nationwide.
Trump has been mulling ways to save the day for the wildly popular video app, talking through unconventional dealmaking and legal maneuvers such as an executive order that would unravel the law passed by Congress last year with bipartisan support, according to two people familiar with the deliberations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private talks.
Trump has expressed a keen interest in being seen as rescuing a platform on which he's been told he's widely admired, leading political aides and business allies to scramble for options that would allow him to deliver on his campaign promise to "save TikTok," as he has said repeatedly on his more than 14 million-follower TikTok account.
"I have a warm spot in my heart for TikTok," Trump said last month.
The main question is how. A law signed by President Joe Biden last year calls for the app's owner, the Beijing-based tech giant ByteDance, to sell the app by Jan. 19 or face an immediate ban.
The Supreme Court, which considered TikTok's challenge of the law last week, is expected to allow the law to proceed as planned but has not yet issued a ruling. The law is aimed at addressing Justice Department concerns that the Chinese government could covertly use the app to spy on Americans or broadcast propaganda.
Trump, one of the people said, is eager to be seen as "making a deal" and signing an executive order soon after the deadline's passing -- just one day before his inauguration -- would give the proceedings a cinematic flourish.
But the strategy of using an executive order -- the kind of presidential decree that Trump dashed off in rapid fashion at the start of his first presidential term -- has fueled doubts among some legal observers, who argue the president's word can't entirely overcome a law that Congress approved with overwhelming bipartisan support.
Executive orders "are not magical documents. They're just press releases with nicer stationery," said Alan Rozenshtein, a former national security adviser to the Justice Department now at the University of Minnesota. "TikTok will still be banned, and it will still be illegal for Apple and Google to do business with them. But it will make the president's intention not to enforce the law that much more official."
Trump's political allies have worked to build him up as the lone man qualified to rescue TikTok, saying in a filing to the Supreme Court that he "alone possesses the consummate dealmaking expertise, the electoral mandate, and the political will to negotiate a resolution to save the platform."
Though he tried to ban TikTok during his first presidential term, Trump has in recent years celebrated the app as a way to undercut tech companies he despised, such as Meta, and reach young voters at viral speed. He was shadowed during the campaign by a young TikTok specialist who made videos for the app.
TikTok chief Shou Zi Chew, who lives in Singapore, flew to Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach last month as part of the company's last-ditch attempt to save the app in the U.S. Shortly after, Trump posted to his social media platform Truth Social a collection of data showing that Trump is a star on the platform, with TikTok videos from Trump and his campaign having been viewed nearly 4 billion times -- more than Kamala Harris, Fox News and Taylor Swift.
"Why would I want to get rid of TikTok?" Trump said in a separate Truth Social post this month. Trump transition officials did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
To undermine the law, Trump could push Congress to repeal it -- a tough proposal, given it was one of Capitol Hill's few bipartisan points of agreement last year. He could also direct his attorney general not to enforce it, effectively pretending it doesn't exist; Pam Bondi, his pick for the job, declined to say whether she would commit to enforcing the law during her confirmation hearing Wednesday.
But some in Trump's orbit have floated options that would involve carving off pieces of the company for sale to satisfy the law, give American companies a slice of the business and let him take credit for sealing the deal. The law says the app will not be banned if its foreign owner executes a "qualified divestiture," a type of transaction that gives the president broad leeway to define.
Some suitors have made the case that Trump should help them take over the company and run it as an American enterprise. During Trump's first term, he pushed to force the sale of a large stake in the company to corporate giants such as Oracle and Walmart, as long as the U.S. Treasury got a cut of the proceeds, and one of the people involved in the recent discussions suggested Trump may pursue a similar option during his second term.
But one of the people familiar with the discussions said such a sale is extremely unlikely, given the political risks and the stratospheric price tag, which analysts estimate at around $50 billion. Some have also questioned whether TikTok remains as attractive of an asset as it did four years ago, given the flurry of short-video copycats from companies like Instagram and YouTube, and the fact that the few buyers and investors who could afford the costs may also face antitrust scrutiny or legal risks.
Bloomberg reported this week that Chinese government officials had discussed Elon Musk buying TikTok's U.S. operations, but TikTok has rejected the report as "pure fiction." The multi-business billionaire already faces heavy debts from his last purchase of the social network now called X. One person familiar with ByteDance's thinking dismissed the Musk proposal but said that the idea TikTok "could be part of a big bargain or a big negotiation" between the United States and China was "legitimate."
Kevin O'Leary, the Canadian businessman known from ABC's "Shark Tank" who posted a selfie Sunday with Trump at Mar-a-Lago, and the former Los Angeles Dodgers owner Frank McCourt have said they've crafted what they're calling the "People's Bid" to take over the app without its underlying recommendation algorithm, which China has blocked from being sold.
Both O'Leary and McCourt have tried to reach Trump through media interviews praising his dealmaking prowess, and O'Leary recently said the president-elect could use TikTok as a "negotiating tool" for his discussions over broader trade issues with China.
But "in the end, TikTok is Trump's deal," O'Leary told Fox News on Monday. "He's not giving it to anybody else." A person familiar with TikTok's thinking said O'Leary's proposal was a "nonstarter" and a "fairy tale."
To resolve lingering security concerns, Trump allies have also floated the idea of reviving Project Texas, the $1.5 billion corporate-reform package that TikTok unsuccessfully offered to the Biden administration in exchange for staying afloat, one of the people said.
The proposal would have given the U.S. government insight and veto power over TikTok's hires and programming decisions, as well as a kill switch if federal officials determined the app had crossed a line. But Biden's Justice Department declined the offer, saying it would not address the app's "serious national security risks."
Several of the high-profile China hawks Trump named to his Cabinet and the administration at large have a long history of panning TikTok as a threat to national security. But some of them have more recently recast their views to match Trump's friendlier stance.
His secretary of state pick, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), who introduced a law in 2022 to ban the "[Chinese Communist Party] puppet" app that is "collecting data on tens of millions of American children and adults every day," deferred to Trump when asked last week about his efforts to save the app: "If I'm confirmed ... I'll work for the president."

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., center, during his Senate Foreign Relations Committee confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Trump's pro-TikTok allies have worked to frame the issue as one in which he can further undermine Biden's regulatory legacy and take credit for eradicating an increasingly unpopular ban effort. The share of Americans who support a TikTok ban plunged from 50 percent in 2023 to 32 percent last summer, a Pew Research Center survey said.
Kellyanne Conway, who served in the first Trump White House and now advocates for TikTok, told The Washington Post in November that "Trump recognized early on that Democrats are the party of bans ... and to let them own that draconian, anti-personal-choice space."
Further complicating matters is that ByteDance has said TikTok is not for sale, with some officials inside the company dismissing such talk as hot air. The uncertainty has demoralized employees inside TikTok's U.S. headquarters in Culver City, California, where company executives have shared little firm details about the coming days except that they are "planning for various scenarios." In an email obtained by The Post, the company said the offices will remain open "even if this situation hasn't been resolved."
One employee, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk publicly, said most colleagues expected they'd continue working even if the app dropped off the app stores, but that no one really knew for sure.
After Trump pushed to force TikTok's sale in 2020, China added TikTok's core recommendation algorithm to its export-control list, effectively blocking any sale of the app's technical backbone. But some observers suspect the United States and China could use the app as a bargaining chip to extract concessions on other big issues, such as tariffs or international trade.
Locked in a competition with Washington over cutting-edge technology, Beijing has "little incentive" to open doors to the transfer of TikTok's core algorithms to the U.S. side unless "higher-level officials from both sides come to an agreement" as part of a broader thaw in bilateral relations, said Dong Yizhi, a finance and compliance lawyer of Shanghai Joint-Win Law Firm.
"If senior officials from China can get the talks started after Trump's inauguration, then maybe there is a chance," he added. "But that's a big 'if.'"
Lyric Li contributed to this report.
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Mapping the L.A. wildfires from Palisades to Eaton and Hurst
We're tracking the fires in Los Angeles, California. See maps of recently burned areas and key locations in the vicinity of the fire.
By Amaya Verde, Adrian Blanco Ramos, Dylan Moriarty, Janice Kai Chen, Laris Karklis, Aaron Steckelberg, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-01-16
After igniting Tuesday of last week, the wildfires in Southern California have burned so far some 40,000 acres and killed more than 20 people.
Five fires remain active in the Los Angeles area despite the easing of winds these days. However, the Santa Ana winds are expected to return across the region early next week, according to the National Weather Service.
Several wildfires are ripping through Los Angeles County, forcing widespread evacuations and causing power outages as firefighters struggle to combat the blazes.
The Palisades Fire, which broke out near the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, has burned over 23,000 acres.
The Eaton Fire, which erupted to the northeast, has burned more than 14,000 acres, according to Cal Fire, while in the north, the Hurst Fire (98 percent contained) has spread to over 700 acres.
The Auto Fire broke out at a river bottom in Ventura County on Monday evening.
Firefighters have contained six fires: the Lidia Fire, which emerged in Antelope Valley on Wednesday afternoon; the Sunset Fire, which started Wednesday evening in the Hollywood Hills; the Woodley Fire, which broke out in the Sepulveda Basin of the San Fernando Valley; the Archer Fire that began Friday in Granada Hills; the Kenneth Fire By Hidden Hills, which grew to over 1,000 acres; and the Scout Fire which broke out near Riverside on Tuesday afternoon but was quickly contained.
The largest of the three actives blazes so far in Los Angeles County has destroyed more than 5,300 structures since it began last week, according to Los Angeles Fire Department.
With the Eaton Fire, the Palisades Fire is expected to be the most destructive in Los Angeles County's history.
The fire has been spreading toward the parks north of Pacific Palisades. Firefighters are attempting to prevent the fire from reaching Brentwood, home to the Getty Center, and Interstate 405.
Immediate evacuation orders have been issued since Tuesday night of last week, forcing tens of thousands of residents to leave their homes.
Maxar, a commercial imaging firm, captured the destruction of the Los Angeles fires on Wednesday afternoon. The satellite imagery reveals how entire neighborhood blocks were completely burned. The following shows destroyed houses near Marathon Road in Altadena, California.
Using shortwave infrared imagery, Maxar captured shots of burning homes in Altadena. Below is a blended image showing the hundreds of fires that ravaged the area.

Satellite image from January 8 (c)2025 Maxar Technologies 


Both Palisades and Eaton fires grew exponentially in a matter of hours, due to fierce Santa Ana winds and dry vegetation from a rainfall shortage. On Wednesday morning, Cal Fire reported the Palisades fire at 2,921 acres; by 4 p.m. Eastern, the fire had grown over five times in size to almost 16,000 acres.
Santa Ana windstorms happen regularly in southern California, but experts say the current winds fueling the fires are stronger than usual. Another round of strong winds are expected for the area early this week.
Pressure changes create winds
Santa Ana winds usually occur from fall to spring, when a high-pressure system forms over the deserts of the Great Basin. The high pressure circulates clockwise, pushing air westward toward the lower-pressure areas of the coast. This region experiences Santa Ana windstorms multiple times a year.
Air gets hotter and drier
As the wind flows over the Sierra Nevada and Santa Ana mountains, it drops from high elevation to sea level. The sinking air becomes compressed and heats up, and its relative humidity drops.
Gaps in the mountains form wind tunnels
The wind speeds up as it pours over the mountains, particularly where it is forced through passes and canyons like water through a funnel. Gusts of 40 to 60 mph or even stronger are common. Suddenly dry, warm -- or downright hot -- air is whooshing toward the coast.
The result is like a giant hair dryer
The wind careens over low-lying Southern California, parching vegetation in its path that can easily become fuel for a fire. Extremely wet conditions in fall 2023 to spring 2024 resulted in the growth of large areas of vegetation, which have created fuel for these wildfires now plaguing the Los Angeles area.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/01/08/pacific-palisades-fire-map-california-los-angeles/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A storied Black community fears wildfires will claim its history
Altadena, the Los Angeles suburb leveled by the Eaton Fire, has a thriving Black community that bought homes in the civil rights era. Some fear the history will be lost.
By Daniel Wu | 2025-01-16

Shelia Elahee hugs her mother, Lois Walker, after seeing their family home in Altadena, California, for the first time since it burned down. (Barbara Davidson for The Washington Post)


ALTADENA, Calif. -- Lois Walker and her husband arrived in this Los Angeles suburb in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains more than 60 years ago.
The suburb had become a beacon for Black families across the country looking for a chance to buy a home. Some had been pushed out of their houses in nearby Pasadena to make way for a highway, while others were attracted to the community's relative affordability.
Walker, now 82 and a widow, had traveled to California from Texas looking for a better life and worked as a janitor to afford the down payment on a house that she had hoped to pass to her children.
That home, along with thousands of others, has been reduced to rubble by one of the wildfires sweeping through the Los Angeles area.
"It's devastating," Walker said from a sit-down walker in her charred driveway in front of the wreckage. She watched in silence as her daughter ducked under a downed power line to inspect the damage.
Walker had been drawn to Altadena because of the Black families migrating to the area at the time, her family said. Now, many of them are gone.
More than a week after the fires began, some Black Altadena residents say they are just beginning to absorb the loss of a community that nurtured Black artists and served a pivotal role in boosting local Black ownership. Some worry that as the community rebuilds, it will lose its ties to that history.
"It would be very awful if people decided: 'It's too much to rebuild. I don't want to be here anymore,'" said Veronica Jones, president of the Altadena Historical Society.
The Eaton Fire, which is still raging, has swept through this diverse hub for the Black middle class. So far, it has destroyed 7,000 structures in Altadena, a town of 40,000 bordering Pasadena and northeast of Los Angeles, according to local officials. At least 16 people have been killed.
The fire is 35 percent contained. The percentage reflects how much of the blaze is surrounded by a perimeter it can't jump, even if it continues to burn.

Caution tape in Altadena cuts through trees burned in the Eaton Fire. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


Altadena was an easy place to settle down, some longtime residents said. The streets were quiet and leafy, the neighbors friendly, and the nearby mountains kept the bustle of Los Angeles at a distance.
In 1960, about 95 percent of Altadena residents were White, according to Michele Zack, a historian and the author of "Altadena: Between Wilderness and City," a history of the town.
That began to change during the civil rights era, Zack said. In neighboring Pasadena -- which had limited through redlining where Black people could buy homes -- urban renewal projects and the construction of a freeway sliced through Black neighborhoods.
"A lot of the people displaced were people of color" who saw homeownership within reach next door in middle-class Altadena, Zack said.
The Black population in Altadena surged, and White residents began to leave. In 1980, about half the town was people of color, according to Zack. Now, about 20 percent of Altadena's residents are Black, a decline Zack attributed to gentrification.
In the 1960s, Altadena's new Black families had to fight to integrate Pasadena's public schools, which served their area, said Jones, of the Altadena Historical Society.
"When you fight for something like that, you don't just leave your community and move away," Jones said. "You're invested."
Now, the suburb is dotted with tributes to Black artists. Science-fiction writer Octavia Butler, who grew up in the area in the 1950s and '60s and included characters from Altadena in her work, is buried in the city's Mountain View Cemetery. Charles White, the legendary painter, lived for a time in the town in 1959 and has a park named in his honor.
Jewelie Thomas, 34, said her grandparents moved to their Altadena home in 1968 after they were pushed out of Pasadena by the construction of a freeway. The front of the two-story home featured brickwork by their grandfather. Her aunt's fingerprints are in the cement in the backyard. The family grew tangerine trees out front and would offer neighbors bags of fruit when they passed by.
"Everyone, they know us because of those tangerine trees we had," said Jewelie's father, Gary Thomas, 63. "The best tangerines."
The home is now among the many that have burned down.
Jewelie listed the neighborhood staples that burned to the ground nearby -- the post office, the cleaner's, the school her mother attended.
"We can't even begin to imagine what rebuilding looks like," she said.

Shelia Elahee, right, and her daughter Diarra Elahee look at what's left of Shelia's mother's home. (Barbara Davidson for The Washington Post)


Dorothy Greene, who has lived in Altadena since 1973, said she began to notice a change in the neighborhood in the past decade, as some homeowners died and their children left. She is worried the fire could accelerate changes in the suburb.
During a church service Sunday, a lawyer urged those who'd lost homes not to sell their property and move away, she said. Greene is intent on rebuilding her destroyed home, a brick house with bright-green gutters that was ablaze when she fled on foot last week. Her late husband would have wanted that, too.
"It's a legacy," said Greene's daughter Traci, 54. "Our legacy."
As the community slowly looks toward rebuilding, some Black residents say they worry parts of Altadena's history could be lost. Long-standing Black businesses burned, and the cemetery where writer Butler is buried was damaged by the fires, Jones said.
Many residents said they are adamant about wanting to return. But the process could be costly and slow. Jones said she fears that developers could buy out Altadena residents frustrated by the burden of rebuilding and erode the town's Black community. "I want to be able to tell the story," she said. "I don't want it told by other people who are new and who don't look like me."
The daunting size of the task became clear to Walker and her family this week. On Monday, as smoke rose from piles of debris still smoldering, Walker, her daughter Shelia Elahee and granddaughter Diarra Elahee returned to the remains of her house for the first time since evacuating.
Walker watched in tears as Diarra and Shelia picked through the debris. They could recognize only mangled fragments of the family home: the springs from a mattress, the metal skeleton of a lampshade. They held each other and prayed.
Walker's mailbox, set into a brick column at the foot of her driveway, was hanging open. As the family walked away, she reached out and swung it shut.
"For the last time," she said.

Lois Walker and her granddaughter Diarra Elahee walk away from the remains of their family house. (Barbara Davidson for The Washington Post)
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Trump's pick for energy secretary rejects linking climate change and wildfires
Chris Wright's arguments are set to draw scrutiny from Senate Democrats during his confirmation hearing for the Energy Department post.
By Maxine Joselow | 2025-01-15

An aerial view of homes destroyed in the Palisades Fire as multiple wildfires cause damage and loss across Los Angeles County. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


Oil executive Chris Wright, President-elect Donald Trump's pick to lead the Energy Department, has argued that climate change has not fueled more frequent and severe wildfires -- a claim at odds with the scientific consensus.
Wright's arguments drew scrutiny from Senate Democrats during his confirmation hearing Wednesday, as deadly wildfires continue to ravage the Los Angeles area, destroying thousands of homes and killing at least 25 people.
In a 2021 appearance on the PetroNerds podcast, Wright criticized mainstream media outlets for drawing a connection between wildfires and warming. Wildfires are "a major thing in the news now," he said. "'It's climate change. It's climate change.' ... The short answer: It is not."
Wright, head of the fracking company Liberty Energy, has also disputed this connection in more recent LinkedIn posts, according to a review of his comments conducted by the environmental group Evergreen Action and shared with The Washington Post.
In the summer of 2023, as smoke from Canadian wildfires engulfed the East Coast, Wright wrote on LinkedIn that "the hype over wildfires is just hype to justify" harmful climate policies. He linked to a Wall Street Journal opinion piece by Bjorn Lomborg, a Danish political scientist and author who contends that experts have overstated the negative impacts of climate change.
Sen. Alex Padilla (D-California) slammed Wright's comment about "hype" in a tense exchange during the confirmation hearing Wednesday before the Energy and Natural Resources Committee.
"The climate crisis and its deadly effects is very real to my neighbors and my constituents," Padilla said. "It's pretty disappointing to come across some social media posts of yours. ... Do you still believe that wildfires are just hype?"
Wright responded that he was watching the wildfires in the Los Angeles area "with great sorrow and fear." After the Democrat pressed him further, he added, "I stand by my past comments."
"So you believe it's hype," Padilla said. "Tell that to the families of the more than two dozen lost in these fires and counting because the urban rescue teams are still going property to property with cadaver dogs."

Liberty Energy CEO Chris Wright. (Andy Cross/Denver Post/Getty Images)


Yet Republicans, who have a 53-47 majority in the Senate, remain confident they can confirm Wright to helm the Energy Department, which oversees the nation's energy policy but not wildfire response efforts. Nominees for Cabinet positions can be confirmed by a simple majority vote, skirting the 60-vote threshold for most legislation.
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana), another member of the energy panel, said in an interview Tuesday that he was "125 percent" supportive of Wright's nomination, predicting he would easily win confirmation. Several other Republicans on the committee praised Wright's qualifications and background as a scientist during the confirmation hearing Wednesday.
Wright kicked off the hearing by promising he would be an unapologetic champion for Trump's plans to unleash fossil fuel production, saying, "I will work tirelessly to pursue his bold agenda." Shortly into his opening remarks, a climate protester disrupted the proceedings. Another climate protester interrupted again shortly into questioning.
The frequency and magnitude of extreme wildfires around the globe have doubled in the past two decades because of climate change, according to a study published last year in the journal Nature Ecology & Evolution. Rising temperatures have ushered in an era of hotter and drier weather, lending the right conditions for wildfires to erupt, the researchers found.
A study released last week in the journal Nature Reviews also found that climate change is contributing to "weather whiplash" -- periods of torrential rain followed by dry, tinderbox-like conditions -- in the Los Angeles area. Experts say this trend set the stage for the Los Angeles blazes, along with other key factors such as urban sprawl and a resistance to clearing vegetation around homes.
In the opinion piece that Wright cited on LinkedIn, Lomborg noted that the total acreage burned globally by wildfires has been declining since 2001. This shows that "climate change hasn't set the world on fire," Lomborg concluded.
Several climate scientists told The Post that this argument is misleading because it focuses on total acreage rather than certain regions where climate change has fueled more frequent and destructive blazes.
"Acreage does not tell the whole truth," Andrew Dessler, a climate scientist at Texas A&M University, said in an email. "Places are burning today that never burned in the past. ... Climate change has fundamentally altered the nature of wildfire."
Michael Mann, a climate scientist at the University of Pennsylvania, said Lomborg averaged "irrelevant" decreases in the burning of savanna and grasslands with "far more relevant" increases in the burning of forests in parts of the United States and Australia.
"He cites irrelevant statistics to obscure the well-established trend toward more extensive and more intense wildfires in dry subtropical regions of Australia and the U.S.," Mann said in an email.
"Human-caused climate change is the primary factor in the more widespread, damaging and deadly wildfires we have seen in the western U.S. in recent decades," he added.
A spokeswoman for Liberty Energy referred questions about the scientists' criticisms to Meg Bloomgren, who is volunteering for the Trump transition team and shepherding Wright through his confirmation process.
"Chris Wright has spent his career focused on energy solutions to better human lives, including studying and determining that climate change is real and a problem we must solve together with relentless U.S. innovation and technology solutions," Bloomgren said in a statement. "As a lifelong entrepreneur, Chris looks forward to advancing President Trump's energy agenda and positioning America to lead the world in innovation once confirmed."
In an email, Lomborg pushed back on the climate scientists' criticisms and said he stood by his claims.
"It is quite astonishing to claim that it is misleading to look at the total acreage burned by wildfires," Lomborg said. "This is one of the most obvious, common-sense and long-term measurements available, and the focus of many studies."
Wright has also argued that climate change is not a crisis and that a warmer Earth has reduced deaths from cold weather. Last year, he reposted another LinkedIn post that asserted: "Cold is way more deadly than heat. ... Now obviously burning to death in a fire is pretty grim but that is not what is happening like the climate zealots would like you to believe."
To justify these claims, Wright has cited studies showing that the rise in deaths from hot weather in recent decades was offset by the drop in deaths from cold weather. But the authors of these studies previously told The Post that Wright had misconstrued their work.
While the authors wrote that there could be a near-term decline in temperature-related deaths, they said it is misleading to attribute the drop in cold-weather deaths entirely to global warming while overlooking factors such as better clothing, better heating and car travel. Subsequent research also has shown that climate change could substantially increase the number of temperature-related deaths in the long term, they said.
Democrats on the Energy Committee sought Tuesday afternoon to delay Wright's confirmation hearing, saying the fracking executive had not provided key paperwork, including a financial disclosure report and an ethics agreement. But Energy Committee Chairman Mike Lee (R-Utah) said Tuesday evening that he had obtained the documents and that the hearing would proceed as planned.
"The committee has received Chris Wright's paperwork and is prepared to move forward without further unnecessary holdups," Lee said in a statement. "Mr. Wright has been fully transparent and cooperative throughout this process, working closely with the Office of Government Ethics and fully complying with its recommendations. ... The time for needless delays is over."
Evan Halper contributed to this report.
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For service workers, Los Angeles fires consumed jobs, homes and dreams
The workers who make the region run are struggling to recover from the devastating fires and worrying about a cascade of losses if they can't pay rent.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-01-15

Felicitas Silva, right, volunteers at the Pasadena Community Job Center's kitchen as people prepare Tuesday to clean up debris along the Eaton Fire perimeter in Pasadena. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


PASADENA, Calif. -- Nadia Martinez, a janitor, lost the Altadena home she's rented for 15 months and everything inside, including beloved photos of her late mother and her children still in Honduras. Her husband, Saul Moreno, a gardener, lost his lawn mower, leaf blower and other equipment that made his livelihood possible.
On the rolls of victims of the region's devastating fires, alongside wealthy and well-connected residents, are thousands of service workers like Martinez and Moreno whose jobs in landscaping, cleaning and contracting, jobs that make the metropolis run, vanished in last week's fires.
Many have clients whose homes are destroyed or inaccessible, meaning a sudden and dramatic loss of income. Some are too traumatized to work. Many have also lost their homes.
The ultimate casualty: their dream of finally prospering here.
Some said they were considering a return to their birth countries. Undocumented workers worried they would be blocked from fire aid and forced to return home, with President-elect Donald Trump taking office next week and vowing mass deportations. Even those whose homes were spared were anxious about making rent with no way to earn money.
"I feel sad and frustrated and lost," Martinez, 54, said in Spanish at a Pasadena community job center Tuesday. "We worked and worked for years to finally achieve some sort of stability. Now, we have nothing."
More than 3,500 members of the local Service Employees International Union live in affected zones, local union president David Green said, including dozens whose homes were destroyed, mainly in Altadena and Pasadena. And that number could go up as the local reaches more members. Many others who have been affected, like Moreno, are not members of the union.
Green said SEIU is delivering food and toiletries for members and still trying to get in touch with others who may have lost electricity. Other groups are also raising money for service workers whose incomes have been cut off.
Yet the scale of loss is too large for them to help everyone.
One gardener said half his clients' homes were destroyed or are in the evacuation zone, which he cannot enter. A barber said her salon was closed for days but recently reopened to few customers. A cleaner said she lost $5,000 in savings left in a jacket pocket in her burned-down house.

Richard Duran organizes supplies Tuesday at the Pasadena Community Job Center as people prepare to clean up debris in Pasadena. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


Others have had to relocate to the homes of friends or family, sometimes hours away, making it difficult to work even if their clients' properties are safe. SEIU has asked Los Angeles County to allow evacuated public-sector service workers to work remotely, or to pay workers if they can't make it in.
Kristal Romero, spokeswoman for the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, a coalition of 300 union and labor organizations, said the financial problems could cascade as the days without work stretch on, rents come due and the full scale of the destruction becomes clear.
"We've never seen anything like this before," Romero said. "This is just the beginning."
Homelessness, hunger and depression could follow, she said.
The looming change of presidents on Monday has only added to the fear among undocumented workers.
"There's this current literal firestorm, and then there's the potential storm that is coming on January 20," said Pablo Alvarado, co-executive director of the National Day Laborer Organizing Network, which runs the Pasadena Community Job Center, where fire victims were congregating. "We confront the fires, we confront the storms, and we won't go quietly from either."
Part of confronting both storms, he said, is showing how this community cares for its neighbors. The job center, usually a place for day laborers to find work, has become a center for donations and the distribution of water, toilet paper, diapers and hot meals, with the help of hundreds of volunteers each day.
It has also become a gathering space for laborers who are taking water and food to residents without electricity and cleaning up a neighborhood that is littered with debris from the winds and fire nearby, trading paid work for volunteer service.

Day laborers clean up debris south of the Eaton Fire burn zone in Pasadena. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


On Tuesday, they loaded up more than a dozen trucks with buckets, shovels and rakes, and drove to an area bordering the Eaton Fire evacuation zone. As forecasters warned that wind gusts could lead to explosive fire growth, they filled the trucks with ashes and broken branches.
"Only the people save the people," said Manuel Vicente, director of Radio Jornalera, a Spanish-language radio station aimed at day laborers, echoing a Spanish phrase on signs hanging from each truck. "The day laborers are our second responders, and they're going to be essential to building a new Pasadena."
Back at the job center, Felicitas Silva, a house cleaner and single mother from Mexico, was busy making breakfast sandwiches. She hasn't been able to work since the fires began and worried she wouldn't be any time soon. Half of the properties she normally cleans were inside the blocked-off evacuation zone as of Tuesday.

Felicitas Silva, a house cleaner and single mother from Mexico, prepares food at the Pasadena Community Job Center. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


She hopes she'll be able to afford half her February rent, which is scheduled to increase by $100 to $2,300 at the start of the month.
"I don't know what my landlord will do," said Silva, adding that the least she could do now is volunteer her time for Pasadena, where she's lived for 20 years.
Nadia Martinez hasn't been able to find a moment of joy or normalcy since the fire began, replaying over and over again in her mind her escape and wondering what would have happened to her grown children in Honduras if she had died.
On the day of the fire, she had been working her shift as a janitor in Pasadena when her landlord called with a warning: Smoke was billowing near their house. She couldn't reach her husband at home in Altadena, where internet and cell service had cut out. So she dashed home, passing car after car headed the other way.
"Where are we going?" Moreno asked when she arrived.
"We just need to get out," she said, and five minutes later they did. She thought they'd be back and took only two pairs of clothes and a purse. Martinez hasn't forgiven herself for leaving behind a framed photo of her mother, who died two years ago.
In the days since, Martinez, who is staying at her niece's house nearby, has regularly gone to the job center to get food and water. She doesn't know what else to do.
She tried going to work, where she makes minimum wage, but she couldn't focus. Her mind is still on the Tuesday night she left the same office and raced home, worried her husband could die.
She's grateful they're both alive, but keeps wondering what would have happened if her landlord had never called, or if the fire had broken out while they were sleeping.
She wants to start saving money to rent another place. Maybe her husband will try to find work in a restaurant, she said, even though he's been a gardener since he came to the United States in 2002.

Felicitas Silva hasn't been able to work since the fires began and worries she won't be any time soon. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


The thought of returning to Honduras, where she could at least start over near their children, is slowly creeping in. All her material possessions here, everything she worked hard to earn, are gone -- besides a couple of shirts and pairs of pants. She hasn't seen their three kids, ages 28 to 35, since she left Honduras in 2005. She now has three grandchildren she's never met.
But she came to the United States so she could work and make money to send home, to give her children a better life. She's not sure she wants to give that up.
"We are here for the American Dream, but it's different now," she said. "I don't know if I can achieve it, but I don't know what else to do."
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Watch man rescue woman and 4 dogs from Palisades Fire: 'Just miraculous'
"It was like driving through a fire tornado," said Caleb Serban-Lawler.
By Sydney Page | 2025-01-15

Fire crews battle the Palisades Fire as it burns multiple structures in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Jan. 7. (Ethan Swope/AP) 


When the Palisades Fire broke out on Jan. 7, Caleb Serban-Lawler could see it from his apartment in downtown Los Angeles.
Serban-Lawler jumped in his car and raced toward the flames to help with evacuations. He had worked for about a year as an EMT in San Diego and trained to become a firefighter.
"The first half of the day, I was just going around and making sure people were out," he said, adding that he also hosed down homes in the area to try to keep the approaching flames at bay.
Serban-Lawler, 25, had his medic equipment in his car and wore his fire turnout gear to the scene, which was about 20 minutes from his house. He went straight to the top of the hilly Pacific Palisades neighborhood.
As the sun was setting and Serban-Lawler was about to head home, a woman came running down the road through the smoke and banged on his car window.
"Help me! Help me!" Nani Nam screamed at Serban-Lawler. "Can you please help me get my dogs?"
In a panic, she told him she was trying to flee with her four dogs, but her car -- a hybrid SUV -- would not start. She called 911 for help, she said, but no one answered.

Video shows the moment Caleb Serban-Lawler saved Pacific Palisades resident Nani Nam and her four dogs from the Palisades Fire on Jan. 7.


"I was the only one up there," Serban-Lawler said. "I did not see one police officer or fire truck until I was all the way at the bottom."
He told Nam to get into his car.
"I got you; I got you," Serban-Lawler told her.

A field catches fire under a tree during the Palisades Fire in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Jan. 7. (Etienne Laurent/AP) 


They drove to Nam's house, about 1,000 feet away, to get the dogs.
There was a complication, though. One of Nam's dogs -- a pit bull named UFC, after the Ultimate Fighting Championship -- is a foster, and he doesn't get along with her other three rescue dogs.
"It was a really odd situation," Nam said.
Serban-Lawler agreed to bring Nam's three dogs down first, then go back for the pit bull. A news reporter they found at the bottom of the hill kept the three dogs in her car while they went back for the foster dog. When they got to Nam's house, the flames had spread and her home was beginning to burn.
"It was getting really, really bad ... within that five-minute drive down the hill, it got 10 times worse," Serban-Lawler said. "It was like driving through a fire tornado."
"There was a point where I thought I was going to die in the car," said Nam, who is in her 40s.

Water is dropped on the advancing Palisades Fire by a helicopter in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles on Jan. 7. (Ethan Swope/AP) 


Nam said she was shaken, while Serban-Lawler remained completely calm.
"Not too many people have the guts to do that," said Nam, who is an artist.
"I was just kind of in the zone," Serban-Lawler said. "I was focused on the mission of getting her out and keeping her safe."
They made it to the bottom of the hill, where Nam's three pups were waiting.
Because they only had one car and other vehicles were blocked off from the area, they put the pit bull in the back seat, while the husky-collie mix, Cleo, sat on Nam's lap in the passenger seat, and her two chihuahuas, Strawberry and Piranha, sat in front of her by her feet. They had no choice but to bring the dogs in same car.
Serban-Lawler then drove Nam and her dogs to her friend's house, about 40 minutes away. Nam said Serban-Lawler saved her life, and her dogs' lives as well.

Cleo, left, and Strawberry. (Nani Nam) 


"Me and my animals wouldn't be alive if it weren't for him," she said.
The rescue was captured on Serban-Lawler's dash cam, and he shared a video compilation on Instagram, including footage from the dramatic drive out of the neighborhood. Thousands of comments poured in.
"As a dog mom of three, this made me cry that you were so calm and said an immediate yes. You are a good man," someone wrote.
"The shock in her voice breaks my heart. Bless you. Thank you for saving her and her dogs," another person commented.

Caleb Serban-Lawler with Nani Nam after he rescued her from the Palisades Fire. (Nani Nam) 


Serban-Lawler, who works as a social media producer, said he acted on instinct.
"I would want someone to do the same if it was me," he said, adding that he has volunteered every day with cleanup efforts and giving out food and water to first responders. The ongoing wildfires have so far scorched some 40,000 acres and killed more than 20 people.
After spending a few days at her friend's house, Nam is now renting an apartment in Santa Monica. She said her home, which she lived in for 16 years, was burned to the ground.
"It's all gone, the whole block," Nam said between tears. "All the houses are gone."
Nam also had to leave her six rescue cats behind in the blaze. They scrambled when she tried to bring them together and get them outside.
"I couldn't catch them," said Nam, who lived alone with her animals.
She said she's hopeful the cats might still be alive. As soon as the neighborhood is no longer blocked off, Nam said, she and Serban-Lawler plan to go back to look for them.
Although Nam lost so much in the fire -- her home, her belongings and possibly her cats -- she said her dogs are helping her get through this dark time.
"That's what animals do for us," she said. "If I didn't have my babies, I would be heartbroken."
She said she's still stunned Serban-Lawler seemed to appear out of nowhere to help her.
"It was tragic, but it was just miraculous and beautiful that he was there," she said. "I'm forever grateful to him."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2025/01/15/wildfires-la-dog-rescue-serban/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Steady global economic growth leaves poorest nations behind, World Bank says
        David J. Lynch

        Global growth is expected to hold at an annual rate of 2.7 percent for the next two years, the same as in 2024, the bank's economists said.

      

      
        Live briefing: Netanyahu delays cabinet vote on Israel-Gaza ceasefire deal and hostage release
        Frances Vinall, Niha Masih, Victoria Bisset, Gerry Shih, Susannah George

        Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused Hamas of "reneging" on parts of the  deal, under which Israel would withdraw from some areas of Gaza and obtain the return of hostages.

      

      
        Ceasefire deal delayed as Netanyahu bargains with far-right allies
        Gerry Shih, Shira Rubin

        There are also remaining differences between Israel and Hamas over the proposed swap of hostages held in Gaza for Palestinians prisoners held by Israel.

      

      
        Gazans eye ceasefire with mixed feelings: 'What do we have left?'
        Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Hajar Harb, Loveday Morris

        Palestinians in Gaza reeling from war have modest hopes from a ceasefire: To return to ruined homes. To sleep a night without fear. To grieve.

      

      
        South Korea holds its president in solitary with cold cereal, no frills
        Andrew Jeong

        Yoon Suk Yeol this week became South Korea's first sitting president to be detained. The Seoul Detention Center is a far cry from his official residence.

      

      
        U.K.'s Starmer visits Ukraine to pledge support amid Russian air raid
        David   Stern

        While air raid sirens during visits by foreign leaders have sounded before, it is rare for air defenses to actually have to fight off attacking drones.

      

      
        France extradites U.S. man who confessed to alleged sex assault on Facebook
        Leo Sands

        Ian Cleary was charged in Pennsylvania with sexual assault in 2021 after he messaged his alleged victim "So I raped you." In April, he was detained in France.

      

      
        Woman poisoned baby to grow online following and solicit donations, police say
        Annabelle Timsit

        Australian police said the woman gave the child unauthorized medicines and posted videos of her in "immense distress and pain" to obtain tens of thousands of dollars.

      

      
        Indians lured to Russia are dying on the front lines in Ukraine
        Anant Gupta

        The forced recruitment of Indians into the Russian army has been a point of tension between New Delhi and Moscow, even as the countries have expanded ties.

      

      
        Here's what we know about the Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal
        Leo Sands, Abbie Cheeseman, Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Niha Masih

        After more than a year of talks, a deal that would halt Israel's bombardment of Gaza and return Israeli hostages home has been reached.

      

      
        Israel and Hamas agree to ceasefire deal, including hostage release, Biden says
        John Hudson, Frances Vinall, Abbie Cheeseman, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum

        The first phase of the agreement brokered by the United States, Qatar and Egypt will halt, for now, a 15-month war that changed the Middle East.

      

      
        Israel and Hamas agree to Gaza ceasefire, raising hopes of a reprieve
        Claire Parker, Karen DeYoung, Gerry Shih, Hazem  Balousha, Heba Farouk Mahfouz

        The deal, mediated by the United States, offered a glimmer of hope in a conflict that has taken an immense human toll.

      

      
        Israel's hostage families react to ceasefire deal with relief and fear
        Miriam Berger, Heidi Levine

        They applaud the potential freeing of loved ones after 15 months of captivity in Gaza but remain anxious that gradual releases could leave some in Hamas hands.

      

      
        Trump moves the needle on a Gaza ceasefire
        Ishaan Tharoor

        For months, Israel's Prime Minister made a ceasefire deal seem impossible. Trump's imminent return changed that.

      

      
        60 bodies pulled from illegal mine in South Africa; many more trapped
        Annabelle Timsit

        Hundreds are still trapped at the Stilfontein gold mine, a rights group said. Authorities tried to flush out the miners by depriving them of food and water.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Steady global economic growth leaves poorest nations behind, World Bank says
Global growth is expected to hold at an annual rate of 2.7 percent for the next two years, the same as in 2024, the bank's economists said. 
By David J. Lynch | 2025-01-16

On the LBS Road in the Kurla neighborhood of Mumbai outdated drainage systems and poor maintenance lead to frequent flooding in July 2024. (Gerry Shih/The Washington Post) 


The global economy is expected to expand at a steady but unimpressive clip this year, leaving dozens of developing nations struggling to escape poverty, hunger and ignorance, according to the World Bank's latest forecast.
Global growth is expected to hold at an annual rate of 2.7 percent for the next two years, the same as in 2024, the bank's economists said. That pace lags the pre-pandemic average and masks growing weakness in the world's less-developed nations, which face their most dire long-term outlook since 2000.
Developing-country performance matters more than in the past: These nations account for almost half of global economic output, up from one-quarter in 2000, the bank said.
But many of these countries such as South Africa, Mexico and Romania have lost momentum amid a general ebbing in global economic integration and a turn toward economic nationalism in the United States.
Foreign direct investment is flowing into the developing world at half the level of the early 2000s, the bank said. Globally, countries imposed five times as many new trade barriers last year as in the decade before the pandemic.
Amid this less hospitable climate, poor countries trying to advance into the ranks of middle-income nations must institute structural reforms to attract more private investment and to better educate their people, the bank said.
"There is no Ozempic for economic growth. You just need to put [in] the time and effort," said Ayhan Kose, the bank's deputy chief economist who oversees its twice-yearly Global Economic Prospects report.
The bank said the United States will grow this year at a 2.3 percent annual rate, down from 2.8 percent in 2024 but a half-percentage point faster than the bank predicted in June. U.S. growth is likely to continue slowing somewhat in 2026, even as it outpaces the Euro area for the third consecutive year.
The bank's analysis does not take into account the potential impact of whatever policy changes President-elect Donald Trump may implement following his inauguration, scheduled for Monday.
Meanwhile, the Chinese economy, which is saddled with an enormous property debt overhang, should grow this year at a 4.5 percent rate, down from an estimated 4.9 percent in 2024, the bank said.
Excluding China and India, developing nations since 2014 have seen living standards improve more slowly than in already rich countries such as the United States, the bank said. Closing that gap is likely to become even tougher, as trade tensions rise and higher interest rates increase financing challenges.
A 2015 United Nations goal of ending "poverty and hunger everywhere" by 2030 will not be met, the bank said.
In 2000, the World Bank classified 63 countries as "low income." Since then, India, Indonesia and 37 other nations have advanced to "middle-income" status, meaning their annual per-person incomes topped $1,145.
But facing heavy debt loads, aging workforces and growing climate risks, most are now expected to remain stalled in the poorest category.
"The next 25 years will be a tougher slog for developing economies than the last 25 years," said Indermit Gill, the bank's chief economist.
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Live briefing: Netanyahu delays cabinet vote on Israel-Gaza ceasefire deal and hostage release
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused Hamas of "reneging" on parts of the  deal, under which Israel would withdraw from some areas of Gaza and obtain the return of hostages.
By Frances Vinall, Niha Masih, Victoria Bisset, Gerry Shih, Susannah George, Claire Parker, Bryan Pietsch, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Leo Sands, Abbie Cheeseman, Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Hazem  Balousha | 2025-01-16
An Israeli cabinet meeting to approve a ceasefire and hostage deal with Hamas was delayed Thursday morning after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused the militant group of "reneging" on parts of the agreement.
Netanyahu's office said the cabinet would not convene until Hamas accepted all elements of the deal. A Hamas official said on social media that the group is committed to the agreement announced Wednesday. Neither provided any further details.
An official briefed on the talks, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive negotiations, said teams from both sides are continuing to meet to discuss how hostages and prisoners will be released, and to finalize details around the implementation and monitoring of the deal.
Ongoing negotiations in Doha mirrored intense talks in Jerusalem. The deal requires approval from Israel's cabinet and its coalition government -- but Netanyahu faces opposition from his far-right coalition partners, who reject the idea of a truce with Hamas and have threatened to topple his government.
If implemented Sunday as scheduled, the deal would bring relief to a battered and hungry population in Gaza, as well as to the captives taken from Israel and held in the enclave for more than 15 months. The agreement is expected to start with a 42-day ceasefire in which the Israeli military would withdraw from some areas of Gaza, accompanied by a surge of aid into the Gaza Strip, as well as an exchange of Israeli hostages held by Hamas for Palestinians held in Israeli prisons, according to President Joe Biden.
The next phase, which is still being negotiated, would bring the release of all hostages, a full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and a permanent ceasefire, Biden said. One of the parties in Netanyahu's coalition said it would support the deal as long as Israel resumes fighting after the 42-day first phase of the ceasefire.
The Biden administration insisted Thursday that the deal is not coming apart. "I am confident, and I fully expect that implementation will begin ... on Sunday," said Secretary of State Antony Blinken at a press briefing. 
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Ceasefire deal delayed as Netanyahu bargains with far-right allies
There are also remaining differences between Israel and Hamas over the proposed swap of hostages held in Gaza for Palestinians prisoners held by Israel.
By Gerry Shih, Shira Rubin | 2025-01-16

Israeli police try to move protesters blocking roads during a demonstration against the ceasefire with Hamas, in Jerusalem on Thursday. (John Wessels/AFP/Getty Images)


JERUSALEM -- On Wednesday, leaders around the world, from President Joe Biden to President-elect Donald Trump to Hamas politician Khalil al-Hayya, celebrated a hard-won ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas.
Notably silent has been Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who said he would not immediately issue an official statement until details of the ceasefire were finalized.
Netanyahu's reticence reflected the dueling political challenges that now face the Israeli leader -- and that may imperil a lasting truce. Even as his negotiators work round-the-clock to hammer out details of the hostages-for-prisoners exchange with Hamas, Netanyahu has been working simultaneously to placate his far-right political allies -- who have decried the ceasefire as premature -- and to prevent them from withdrawing from his coalition government and forcing fresh elections.
For now, Netanyahu is widely expected to wrap up negotiations with Hamas in Qatar and corral enough votes to ratify the ceasefire back home. But the result of his negotiations with domestic allies, according to Israeli officials and analysts, may be a promise that Israel will return to fighting after several weeks.
This week, Netanyahu came under fierce criticism from two key allies, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, who threatened to withdraw from the Netanyahu-led government. Smotrich and Ben Gvir argued that the ceasefire is dangerous, involving the release of hundreds of militant Palestinians to Gaza before Israel has had the chance to declare "total victory" over Hamas in the enclave. Withdrawing troops now, moreover, would foreclose the prospect of Israel occupying the territory long-term -- an aim they have championed for months.
Smotrich said in a statement Wednesday night that his Religious Zionism party would remain in Netanyahu's government on the condition that the war would resume "with great strength, on a full scale, and in a new form, until we achieve complete victory."
In a speech he posted on X this week, Ben Gvir boasted that he had successfully blocked previous attempts to reach a ceasefire agreement by threatening to quit, but he said he would not be able to block it this time. Instead, the Jewish Power party leader urged Smotrich to join him and topple Netanyahu's government if he pushed the deal through.
Behind closed doors, Netanyahu has been promising his far-right allies that the war could resume after the first, 42-day phase of the ceasefire, when Hamas is to release 33 hostages in exchange for the release of more than 1,000 Palestinian prisoners, according to three people familiar with the negotiations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a news conference in Jerusalem on Sept. 2. (Ohad Zwigenberg/AP)


Gayil Talshir, a political scientist from Hebrew University who is familiar with the negotiations in Israel's parliament, the Knesset, said Netanyahu focused his efforts in recent days on persuading Smotrich to stay. Smotrich holds a special position in the Defense Ministry and is in control of a government agency that oversees policy in Gaza and the West Bank. Talshir said Netanyahu has feared alienating Smotrich, who represents a small but politically critical base.
"In the eyes of Netanyahu, [Smotrich] is the mightiest because he could bring down the coalition, and so Netanyahu is promising to Smotrich and Ben Gvir that Israel will return to war after the first phase," Talshir said. "More importantly, he has made promises about Israeli sovereignty in both the West Bank and ensuring a military takeover of humanitarian aid in Gaza. That will mean that Israeli civilians need to enter Gaza, which is the beginning of Israeli occupation of Gaza."
Before the ceasefire was announced this week, a senior Israeli official emphasized that the agreement for the first phase would not be a comprehensive peace deal but a "ceasefire, many weeks long." Incoming Trump administration officials have also said they would back Netanyahu if he returned to fighting.
"We've made it very clear to the Israelis, and I want the people of Israel to hear me on this: If they need to go back in, we're with them," Michael Waltz, Trump's designated national security adviser,  said Wednesday on Fox News.  "If Hamas doesn't live up to the terms of this agreement, we are with them."
Another line of argument that Netanyahu took with Smotrich was that they "need Trump on our side" if they want to pursue other parts of their agenda, said an Israeli official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door negotiations. Trump has privately and publicly declared his wish to see Netanyahu and Hamas sign a ceasefire agreement before his Jan. 20 inauguration, a message that was repeated this week by Trump's incoming Middle East envoy, Steve Witkoff, in Jerusalem.
Smotrich's political base hopes it will receive Trump's support to eventually annex the West Bank and potentially pursue reoccupation of Gaza. The idea of currying favor with Trump now by supporting the deal, said the Israeli official, gives "Smotrich a justification for staying in the government after Ben Gvir pushed him to leave."
Polling on Wednesday showed that 70 percent of Israelis support some kind of hostage deal with Hamas and that Netanyahu's personal popularity will be boosted by the ceasefire. But Dahlia Scheindlin, a political consultant and pollster in Tel Aviv, said that polls have shown that Smotrich's popularity has waned among his supporters, and that if new elections are held, his Religious Zionism party may not win any seats in the Knesset.

Relatives and friends of people killed and abducted by Hamas react with mixed emotions to the ceasefire announcement as they take part in a demonstration in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Even so, Scheindlin said, it is possible that Smotrich and Ben Gvir may force the government's collapse due to their profound ideological opposition to the ceasefire.
"Ever since this government was formed, each time the coalition shakes, it's usually [Smotrich and Ben Gvir], and it's always that same dilemma," she said. "Would they stay in because they want their power, or would they leave to express their extremely powerful religious fundamentalism?"
While he tries to hold his government together, Netanyahu has recently been cobbling together other contingency plans. He has made overtures to Benny Gantz, a centrist who left Netanyahu's war cabinet in June, and Mansour Abbas, an Arab-Israeli political kingmaker, said Talshir, the Hebrew University scholar.
While Netanyahu sought to sell the deal on Thursday, the negotiations with Hamas also appeared to hit snags in Qatar.
Netanyahu's cabinet, which was scheduled to meet at 11 a.m. local time to ratify the ceasefire deal, did not convene and would not meet unless the differences were resolved, Israeli officials said. They accused Hamas of "reneging" on previously agreed details about which Palestinian prisoners would be released in the hostage exchange and insisted that Israeli troops will remain in the strategic Philadelphi Corridor.
In a message on social media, Hamas Political Bureau member Izzat al-Rishq said Hamas is committed to the ceasefire agreement, but he did not elaborate.
Amit Segal, a right-wing political commentator, said the delays in Doha were connected to Netanyahu's talks with Smotrich, which were underway simultaneously. Smotrich has asked for assurances from Netanyahu that Israel would tighten the flow of humanitarian aid flowing into Gaza and maintain a military presence within the territory, Segal said.
Smotrich's political party issued a statement Thursday demanding that Netanyahu "ensures a return to war to destroy Hamas ... followed by a change in the approach to achieving a victory immediately after the first phase of the deal as a condition for the party's continued participation in the government and coalition."
"Smotrich is saying, 'If you want to keep the government, I want to have a voice to decide how it goes,'" Segal said. "And that means resuming the war six weeks from now."
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/16/gaza-ceasefire-hostage-deal-netanyahu/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Gazans eye ceasefire with mixed feelings: 'What do we have left?'
Palestinians in Gaza reeling from war have modest hopes from a ceasefire: To return to ruined homes. To sleep a night without fear. To grieve. 
By Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Hajar Harb, Loveday Morris | 2025-01-16

Palestinians in Khan Younis celebrated the announcement of a ceasefire and hostage release deal between Israel and Hamas.


For Palestinians reeling from the devastating toll of Israel's more than 15 month-long war against Hamas in the Gaza Strip, their hopes Thursday, the day after a ceasefire deal was announced, were modest:
To return to homes reduced to ruins. To sleep a night without fear. To grieve.
Mohammed Abu Alkas, a 32-year-old marketing manager who now lives in a badly damaged house with 33 other people in the central Gazan city of Nuseirat, expressed mixed feelings about watching people celebrate as the news of the agreement -- brokered by the United States, Qatar and Egypt -- was announced Wednesday night.
"Their happiness breaks my heart, because what do we have left?" he said.
If the agreement takes effect as planned Sunday, an initial 42-day ceasefire would bring Gaza's 2 million residents some relief from a relentless war that Palestinian health authorities say has killed at least 46,600 people. In exchange, Hamas has agreed to release 33 of the hostages it kidnapped during its Oct. 7, 2023, assault on Israel.
Since that day, vast swaths of Gaza have been razed, entire neighborhoods wiped from existence. The bombing has been accompanied by the rampaging spread of disease, the 140-square-mile enclave also pushed to the brink of starvation.
Like Abu Alkas, more than 90 percent of those who have survived are displaced from their homes, many of them multiple times, according to the United Nations.
Abu Alkas is still wearing the same pair of pants, now tattered, that he had on when the war began more than a year ago. During that time, he has been displaced three times. He was injured alongside his mother in an airstrike.
On Tuesday, the day before the ceasefire was announced, another missile that hit a neighboring house sprayed body parts into their building: a leg and parts of a face.
"Until the last moment, death," he said.

Smoke rises from northern Gaza after an airstrike on Thursday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


The bombardment continued Thursday even after the announcement of the agreement, which still needs to be ratified by Israel's government. In the hours since, at least 77 people, including 25 women and 21 children, have been killed in Israeli strikes, according to Mahmoud Bassal, Gaza's civil defense spokesman. Some residents said they feared the attacks could intensify during the last hours before a truce comes into force.
The Israeli military, in a statement, said it conducted strikes on "approximately 50 terror targets" across Gaza and took "numerous steps" to avoid harming civilians.
During the first stage of the three-phase agreement, in which Israeli hostages held by Hamas would be exchanged for Palestinians held in Israeli prisons, internally displaced residents of Gaza are expected to be allowed to return to their homes -- or at least what is left of them.
"We want it to end so that we can cry and go place a tent over the rubble of our house," said Abu Alkas.
Mohammed al-Jamal, who now lives in a 22-square-meter tent with 10 family members in southern Gaza's Mawasi area, said he also plans to return to his home in the southern city of Rafah at the "zero hour" on Sunday.
He has no idea if it is still standing.
"Even if it is destroyed, I want to return to live in its rubble," he said.
For now, his family lives with little shelter from the wind and rain, and a worn-out cloth separates him from his neighbors. Mawasi, designated as a humanitarian zone by Israel, has not brought safety from bombing, he said.
"In reality, it is completely unfit for living."

Palestinians gather to receive food in the Deir al-Balah neighborhood of central Gaza on Thursday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


The deal envisages a surge in aid during the initial ceasefire period, delivered in more than 500 trucks per day, according to the State Department. It is desperately needed.
"The wind and rain hit us. Diseases ate at us without even a single pill," Jamal said. He described the war as a "nightmare of death and fear that haunts us around-the-clock."
Just what the future may hold remains deeply uncertain. Negotiations for a second phase of the deal, when the remainder of the hostages would be released in exchange for a complete withdrawal of Israeli troops, are expected to begin in the coming weeks. Plans for reconstruction, and who will run the enclave, remain unclear.
Jamal said he does not want to see a return of Hamas, which he blamed for the destruction of Gaza. He said he hopes for the return of the Palestinian Authority, which administers the West Bank and was violently expelled from the Strip by Hamas nearly two decades ago after losing elections.
"If that is not possible, then let any Arab power rule us," Jamal said.
Some in Gaza have little faith the ceasefire would hold, or expressed skepticism that it would take effect at all. Khaled Walid, 31, a father of two who is living in the remains of his devastated house in central Deir al-Balah, said he was contemplating leaving Gaza altogether if the crossing with Egypt opens during the pause.
"I want to give my family a new chance at life," he said. "We lost everything we owned. I want to build a future for my children free of death and killing."
Abeer Maher, a 36-year-old mother of three displaced from Gaza City to Deir al-Balah, said she thanks God for the ceasefire but cannot feel happiness.
"Now starts the real suffering, and the realization of what has happened. There is nothing left," she said.
"Only now," she added, "can I start to have the luxury to mourn my relatives and my friends."
Mahfouz reported from Cairo. Harb reported from London and Morris from Berlin.
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South Korea holds its president in solitary with cold cereal, no frills
Yoon Suk Yeol this week became South Korea's first sitting president to be detained. The Seoul Detention Center is a far cry from his official residence.
By Andrew Jeong | 2025-01-16

Protesters carry a caricature of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol during a rally demanding his arrest in Seoul on Dec. 21. (Ahn Young-joon/AP)


SEOUL -- South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol woke up Thursday morning in a solitary cell at the Seoul Detention Center. He was served a breakfast of cereal, boiled eggs, nuts and milk -- a far cry from the rice, fish and warm broths that professional chefs make at the president's official residence.
The previous morning, Yoon, who was impeached last month, became the first South Korean president to be detained while in office. His lawyers failed Thursday evening to have the detainment order invalidated, with a Seoul court ruling that prosecutors were justified in holding the president.
South Korea's detention centers have had plenty of experience at holding high-profile people, including former presidents and business tycoons. But this is the first time they've had to accommodate a sitting president.
So far, it seems Yoon has been given minimal special treatment.
Yoon was detained Wednesday morning on charges of insurrection, linked to his botched attempt on Dec. 3 to impose martial law and allegedly have lawmakers of the opposing party arrested.

South Korean authorities detained impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol on Jan. 15 for questioning over his Dec. 3 martial law declaration.


Lawmakers impeached Yoon last month, suspending his powers as president. But he technically remains in office while the Constitutional Court reviews the impeachment.
After Yoon was detained Wednesday morning, he was taken to the Corruption Investigation Office for High-ranking Officials, south of Seoul. Prosecutors questioned him for more than 10 hours. Yoon refused to cooperate.
Yoon was then taken to the nearby Seoul Detention Center around 10 p.m. Yoon, a former prosecutor, was allowed to sleep in his clothes and not forced to don prison garb. This was not because he's president but because he is not a felon, said Lim Wanseob, a spokesman for the center.
Dinner at the detention center on Wednesday was bulgogi (vegetables and marinated, stir-fried beef), bean sprout soup and kimchi. It's not clear whether Yoon made it in time for the meal.
The president arrived at the facility with his security team. Lim said that members of the team were not allowed inside the center's buildings and that correction officers had provided sufficient security.
The cell Yoon stayed at in the detention center measures about 100 square feet, Lim said. Cells usually contain thick blankets that can be laid on the floor to serve as a makeshift bed, according to Lim, who declined, on security grounds, to confirm details or elaborate on Yoon's quarters.
The cells usually also contain a television set -- handy if Yoon wants to keep up with the around-the-clock South Korean cable TV coverage of his detention.
The toilets in the cells are usually walled off -- but with translucent walls so correction officers can monitor potential suicide attempts.
Yoon, like other inmates, wasn't allowed to take in potentially lethal items such as belts or neckties, Lim said.
Kim Yong-Hyun, Yoon's former defense minister -- also charged with crimes linked to the botched attempt to impose martial law -- tried to hang himself using prison-issued underwear while held in a different facility last month.

Police officers on Wednesday guard the entrance to the Seoul Detention Center in Uiwang, South Korea, where Yoon is being held. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


Yoon remained in the detention center Thursday after his lawyers said he wasn't well enough for questioning, and the interrogation was suspended while Yoon's legal team challenged the president's detention in court.
Lunch offered at the facility Thursday was noodles with black bean sauce; bean-paste stew, chicken, salad and kimchi were on the menu for dinner.
The Seoul Detention Center says each meal costs just over $1 to prepare.
Yang Kyung-soo, a left-wing labor activist who was detained at the facility in 2021, offered the president some advice. "If you eat everything they give you, you'll gain weight quickly," he wrote on social media. "So eat moderately."
A Seoul court on Thursday considered a request by Yoon's lawyers to review the legitimacy of the detention order but rejected their argument, meaning the president will remain in custody.
Prosecutors had 48 hours following the detainment Wednesday morning to question Yoon before having to formally arrest or release him, or seek a new warrant to detain him for as many as 20 days. The clock stopped while Yoon's lawyers were challenging the detainment, meaning the president could remain in the center into Friday evening.
Built in 1987, the Seoul Detention Center has served as the temporary home to other high-profile inmates. In 2021, Samsung magnate Jay Y. Lee stayed there after being charged with corruption. Former presidents Park Geun-hye, Roh Tae-woo and Chun Doo-hwan have all rested their heads there at some point during the past three decades.
During his stay, Yoon will be neighbors with Cho Kuk, a vocal critic and Yoon's former boss at the Justice Ministry, who is serving a two-year term for obstruction of justice and corruption. Cho wrote a letter from his cell this month saying he hoped to see Yoon at the Seoul Detention Center.
While one part of the center holds people detained temporarily, it also confines longer-term prisoners who have been convicted of serious crimes.
Others being held at the facility include murderers on death row, drug dealers and rapists. "We have a diverse crowd of people," said Lim, the spokesman.
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U.K.'s Starmer visits Ukraine to pledge support amid Russian air raid
While air raid sirens during visits by foreign leaders have sounded before, it is rare for air defenses to actually have to fight off attacking drones.
By David   Stern | 2025-01-16

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer inspects a damaged vehicle on a road ahead of talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv on Thursday. (Carl Court/Pool/Reuters)


KYIV -- The arrival of British Prime Minister Keir Starmer in Kyiv on Thursday morning to sign a "100 year" security and trade agreement was accompanied by the sound of explosions as air defenses fended off an apparent Russian attack.
Shortly after noon local time, air raid sirens sounded in Kyiv, warning of an attack from an incoming drone. A few minutes later, blasts could be heard from the city's air defense systems, Kyiv Mayor  Vitali Klitschko wrote on Telegram.
Debris from the attack struck five districts and damaged a car, but there were no casualties, Kyiv's city military administration wrote on Telegram.
The drone attack was "a reminder to all of us of what Ukrainians experience every day," Starmer said at a news briefing following his meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. "It makes it real for us, but this is an every day threat that Ukraine is facing, if I may say so, with incredible resolve and determination."
Starmer was in Kyiv to sign an agreement that would provide long-term assistance to Ukraine so that it would "never again [be] vulnerable to the kind of brutality inflicted on it by Russia -- and committing to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with a sovereign Ukraine for the next century," according to a British statement
The agreement is an expansion of a previous agreement between Ukraine and Britain, which was signed almost a year ago by Zelensky and Starmer's predecessor, Rishi Sunak.
The earlier deal was "the first step in developing an unshakable hundred-year partnership," a British government statement said. It provided for "swift and sustained security assistance, military equipment across land, sea and air domains," Sunak said at the time.
On Thursday, Starmer said the latest agreement was a blow against Russian President Vladimir Putin's "ambition to wrench Ukraine away from its closest partners," which he said has been "a monumental strategic failure."
Starmer said Britain would work on steps "would be robust enough to guarantee Ukraine's security, guarantee any possible peace and deter any future aggression." Zelensky also said they would discuss proposals for Western units to be stationed in the country in the case of any ceasefire agreement.
Among other areas of cooperation, London and Kyiv are to create "special joint flotillas to bolster security in the Baltic, Black, and Azov Seas" and exchange "expertise in artificial intelligence and drones."
"The agreement is truly comprehensive ... everything that allows us not only to respond to the threats we face now but also to see how our defense potential will grow, our capacity for active actions," Zelensky said at the news briefing.
"We are with you not only today or tomorrow, this year or the next, but for a hundred years," Starmer said. "Long after this terrible war is over, and Ukraine is free and thriving once again."
The pledges come against a dramatically shifting geopolitical landscape, however.
President-elect Donald Trump's inauguration next Monday signals a possible drastic change in Ukraine's relationship with Washington, which has been Kyiv's strongest supporter and contributor of the largest amount of military aid.
This week, Trump said he wanted to meet Putin "very quickly" after taking office.
Air raid alerts have taken place during visits by world leaders since the beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine nearly three years ago. But the sounds of explosions -- either from air defenses or strikes on objects -- are a rare occurrence.
In June 2023, during a trip by African leaders to find a peaceful resolution to the conflict, airstrikes rocked the capital.
However, drone and missile attacks have been a regular occurrence in the past few months, especially in the early-morning hours, as Russian forces target Ukraine's energy infrastructure.
On Thursday, Russian forces launched 55 drones at locations across Ukraine, of which all but one were neutralized, Ukraine's air force said on Telegram.
The previous night, Russia pummeled Ukraine with more than 100 drones and missiles, causing temporary blackouts in a number of regions.
"Another massive Russian strike," Zelensky wrote on Telegram. "It's the middle of winter, and the target for the Russians remains the same: our energy sector. Among the targets are gas infrastructure and energy facilities that ensure normal life for people."
A major underground gas storage facility in the town of Stryi in the Lviv region was hit, the Russian Defense Ministry said Thursday.
Maksym Kozytskyy,  head of Lviv's regional military administration, did not confirm the strike on the storage facility but said that "two critical infrastructure facilities in the Drohobych and Stryi districts were hit."
Russia's Defense Ministry said the attack was in retaliation for recent Ukrainian strikes with Western-provided missile systems, including an attack on a gas compressor station in the Krasnodar region, part of a gas pipeline to Turkey.
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France extradites U.S. man who confessed to alleged sex assault on Facebook
Ian Cleary was charged in Pennsylvania with sexual assault in 2021 after he messaged his alleged victim "So I raped you." In April, he was detained in France.
By Leo Sands | 2025-01-16

This undated wanted poster, provided by the U.S. Marshals, shows Ian Cleary, of Saratoga, Calif. U.S. (U.S. Marshals via AP) 


An American man accused of sexually assaulting a college student in her dorm and later Facebook messaging her an alleged confession was handed to American authorities in Paris, French prosecutors said Thursday according to the AP.
Ian Cleary, 31, of Saratoga, California, was charged in June 2021 with sexual assault by a Pennsylvania judge after he wrote "So I raped you" in a Facebook message to his alleged victim -- prompting police to eventually reopen the 2013 case.
On Thursday, French prosecutors said they had handed Cleary to American authorities at Paris's Charles de Gaulle airport, according to the AP.
The suspect was detained on the street of Metz, in northeastern France, in a police stop in April, 11 years after the alleged sexual assault and three years since he was declared a wanted fugitive by the U.S. Marshals Service. According to the AP, he told a magistrate that he had arrived in France from Albania.
Cleary's extradition to the United States caps off a long and painful search for justice by Shannon Keeler, his alleged victim.
According to Keeler, Cleary stalked her and then raped her in her dorm in 2013, when they were both students at Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania. Despite immediately reporting the incident to the police and conducting a rape test at a hospital, no arrest was made.
Keeler previously told the AP that authorities had indicated to her at the time that it would be difficult to prosecute an alleged sexual assault when the victim had been drinking. Her lawyer Laura Dunn later told The Post that the local Gettysburg police had responded to Keeler with "victim-blaming and indifference."
In 2020, Keeler checked her Facebook inbox to find a string of disturbing messages from her alleged rapist, she said. The messages read: "So I raped you ... I'll never do it to anyone ever again ... I need to hear your voice ... I'll pray for you."
She forwarded the screenshots to police, who eventually reopened the case.
According to an affidavit, a warrant for Cleary's arrest was filed after police matched the Facebook account that sent the messages to a cellphone number.
The maximum sentence for a sexual assault felony in Pennsylvania is imprisonment of up to 10 years.
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Woman poisoned baby to grow online following and solicit donations, police say
Australian police said the woman gave the child unauthorized medicines and posted videos of her in "immense distress and pain" to obtain tens of thousands of dollars.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-01-16

Police said the woman "filmed and posted videos of the child" while the child was in "immense distress and pain." (iStock)


A 34-year-old Australian woman was charged with torture as police accused her of administering unauthorized medication to a 1-year-old girl and posting videos of the child in "immense distress and pain" so that she could solicit donations and grow her social media following.
Police arrested the woman Thursday in Underwood, eastern Australia, and charged her with five counts of administering poison with intent to harm, three counts of preparation to commit crimes with dangerous things, and one count each of torture, making child exploitation material and fraud. The individual charges can carry sentences of between five and 20 years of imprisonment.
Detective Inspector Paul Dalton said at a news conference Thursday that the child is now "safe" and doing "well."
Queensland police said the woman raised just above 60,000 Australian dollars ($37,000) from donors fraudulently. Authorities did not name the woman or child or specify their relationship, but they said the child "was known to" the woman. Police did not give information about her legal representation.
Dalton said that medical experts they consulted on the case suggested the child could have died if no one had intervened.
"There are no words to describe ... just how repulsive offenses of this nature are," Dalton said. "There is no excuse for hurting a child, particularly one so young, that is totally dependent on adults to care for and love ... them."
In a statement Thursday, police said that between Aug. 6 and Oct. 15, the woman "administered several unauthorised prescription and pharmacy medicines to" the girl "without medical approval."
They said the woman disregarded medical advice about a health condition for which the child was hospitalized  and "went to lengths to obtain unauthorised medicines, including old medicines for a different person available in their home."
The woman "carefully concealed her continued efforts to administer" the drugs, police said, and during this time, they said she filmed and posted videos of the child in distress "to entice monetary donations and online followers."
Her alleged plot unraveled when medical staff at a hospital in Brisbane, where police say the child had been treated for a serious medical condition, called the police. The hospital had given the woman instructions on how to care for the child's condition, Dalton said.
"The hospital staff must be extremely distressed and anxious about what happened here, and they've done nothing wrong at all," said Dalton. "We'll be alleging that the person has done what she's done in defiance of medical opinion."
Police first "took immediate action to protect the child" and launched an investigation that took several months, the statement said. They spoke to medical experts, analyzed the woman's social media accounts and conducted tests that identified the unauthorized medicines in the child's system.
Dalton said police investigated "a lot" of other people, and "the only evidence that we can establish to the satisfaction of the court is the lady we've charged." She is due to appear before the Brisbane Magistrates Court on Friday.
Many people donated "their hard-earned cash" to the woman, Dalton said, adding that police had been in contact with GoFundMe. A spokesperson for the fundraising site told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation that the company was issuing "proactive refunds ... to all donors as part of our ongoing commitment to protecting Australian generosity."
Dalton said he hoped this incident would not deter people from helping those in need in the future.
"I think the worst thing that could happen would be if as a society, we lose our generous Aussie nature where we dig in and help our mates out, because of one bad incident," he said.
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Indians lured to Russia are dying on the front lines in Ukraine 
The forced recruitment of Indians into the Russian army has been a point of tension between New Delhi and Moscow, even as the countries have expanded ties.
By Anant Gupta | 2025-01-16

Mohammed Imran in Hyderabad, India, holds a picture of his brother, Mohammed Asfan, wearing Russian military fatigues before being deployed to Ukraine. (Noah Seelam/AFP/Getty Images)


NEW DELHI -- The death of an Indian man working for the Russian army in Ukraine has brought renewed focus to the Kremlin's use of foreign nationals on the front lines -- from North Koreans to Cubans -- and revived a thorny issue in the otherwise thriving relationship between New Delhi and Moscow.
Nearly 100 Indians have been lured to Russia by offers of jobs or education, only to find themselves forced into service by the army, according to Indian government statements and interviews with families of men sent to fight in Ukraine. This month, Binil Babu, a 32-year-old electrician from the southern state of Kerala, became at least the 10th Indian to die in the war, drawing a sharp response from officials here.
"The matter has been strongly taken up with the Russian authorities in Moscow as well as with the Russian Embassy in New Delhi today," a spokesman for India's Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement Tuesday. "We have also reiterated our demand for the early discharge of the remaining Indian nationals."
Moscow has consistently denied any wrongdoing and has promised to release Indians from its armed forces. "The Russian Government has at no point of time been engaged in any public or obscure campaigns, more so in fraudulent schemes to recruit the Indian nationals for military service in Russia," the Russian Embassy in New Delhi said in an Aug. 10 statement.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in July that he would not comment on this topic "in any way," and there have been no other official Russian statements about it, though Russian media reported that it was discussed in meetings between the countries' leaders.
Despite the close coordination between the two governments, Indian recruits like Babu are unable to escape the fighting, reportedly because the Russian military is unwilling to let them go. The allegedly fraudulent recruitment has emerged over the past year as a recurring point of tension between India and Russia, even as the two countries have expanded their economic and military ties.
"It is very painful to see innocent Indians still getting caught up in the conflict there," said Ashwin Mangukiya, whose 23-year-old son, Hemil, was the first Indian to be killed in the war last year. "The Indian government has failed to stop this by arresting the agents who take advantage of people's ignorance to lure them into dangerous jobs."

Sheikh Mohammad Tahir was among the Indian nationals recruited to join the Kremlin's war effort in Ukraine. He fled Russia after beginning basic training. (Sam Panthaky/AFP/Getty Images)


Families say most of the unwitting recruits were duped by an international network of employment agents and social media influencers, who promised them high wages for low-skilled jobs such as driving, cooking, plumbing and electrical repairs.
Two Indian men reached by phone in Ukraine last year told The Washington Post that upon arriving in the war zone, they were made to sign Russian documents they could not read and their passports were confiscated. They said they were later forced to fight alongside Russian soldiers with very little military training.
After several Indian citizens were killed on the front lines last year, Indian officials took up the issue with their Russian counterparts and secured the release of dozens of men pressed into military service. In a July meeting with President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin, Prime Minister Narendra Modi demanded the early release of those who had been "misled."
Yet some remain entangled in the conflict. Last month, responding to a question in Parliament, an Indian government official confirmed that 19 Indian citizens were still serving in the Russian army.
The lingering issue has been a rare sore spot in a relationship that has grown considerably in recent years. Trade between India and Russia has increased since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, helping to blunt the impact of Western sanctions on Moscow. India is now the second-largest importer of Russian crude oil, after China, with purchases amounting to $46 billion in the last fiscal year, according to statistics released by India's Commerce Ministry.
Before his death, Babu had been pleading for months with the Indian Embassy in Moscow to secure his release from the Russian army, the Indian Express newspaper reported.
His brother-in-law, Saneesh Scaria, told The Post by telephone from Kerala that "the Indian Embassy in Moscow asked Binil to tell his commander that Prime Minister Modi had canceled all their agreements. But the commander told him he could only go after their one-year contract was complete."
Nearly a year ago, India's Central Bureau of Investigation launched a human-trafficking probe against at least 19 individuals and private companies accused of luring workers to Russia, according to the official complaint.
In addition to preying on those seeking employment, agents targeted Indian students "for admission in dubious private universities in Russia," investigators said in their complaint.
Four arrests were made in May, on charges of fraud, human trafficking and criminal conspiracy, but the suspects have since been released on bail, and there has been no reported movement in the case since.
"We have lost what was written in our fate," said the father of Hemil Mangukiya, who was recruited for a support role but then was killed on the battlefield. "The government must do something."
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Here's what we know about the Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal 
After more than a year of talks, a deal that would halt Israel's bombardment of Gaza and return Israeli hostages home has been reached. 
By Leo Sands, Abbie Cheeseman, Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Niha Masih | 2025-01-16

Demonstrators outside the Israeli Defense Ministry headquarters in Tel Aviv on Monday call for the release of Israeli hostages held in the Gaza Strip. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Hamas and Israel reached a ceasefire and hostage release deal Wednesday following more than 15 months of war that has laid waste to the Gaza Strip and divided Israelis.
Israel's government needs to ratify the deal, in a vote set to take place Thursday morning. The ceasefire, mediated by the United States, Egypt and Qatar, is set to begin on Sunday.

Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire and hostage release deal on Jan. 15, following more than 15 months of devastating war.


Hamas and Israel have been engaged for more than a year in negotiations, mediated by Qatar, Egypt and the United States. The existing plan is for three hostages to be the first released, a process that will take at least 48 to 72 hours and maybe longer to arrange, said a senior U.S. official Wednesday, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations.
Sticking points include how many and which hostages will be released and when, the number of Palestinian prisoners to be released and how many Israeli troops will remain in Gaza -- for how long and where.
Before the deal can be formally implemented, it needs to be approved Thursday morning by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 11-member inner cabinet and then the 34 ministers of his coalition government.
Netanyahu faced criticism this week from his right-wing allies, including Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, who lambasted the agreement as a bad deal that spares Hamas from complete destruction. Both threatened to withdraw from Netanyahu's government, potentially forcing its collapse.
Still, Netanyahu is widely expected to have enough votes to push the deal through.
Miki Zohar, Israel's minister of culture, called on government ministers to vote Thursday in favor of the deal. "Together with my colleagues, we will vote tomorrow at the government meeting on the deal led by Prime Minister Netanyahu with [President-elect Donald] Trump to secure the release of our brothers and sisters languishing in the hands of the despicable Hamas," he said.
In addition, some Israeli families have threatened to file legal cases to block the ceasefire, saying it would release Palestinians who committed terrorist attacks against their relatives, but the Israeli Supreme Court is expected to dismiss the petitions, as it has in the past.
The process of arranging the release of hostages could take days, a senior U.S. official said.
Following a pattern established in a hostage release in late 2023, the International Committee of the Red Cross is likely to escort the hostages from an agreed assembly point along a secured route, the U.S. official said. But the captives first have to be gathered and brought to that point, and the route established and cleared.
Gerry Shih and Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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Israel and Hamas agree to ceasefire deal, including hostage release, Biden says
The first phase of the agreement brokered by the United States, Qatar and Egypt will halt, for now, a 15-month war that changed the Middle East.
By John Hudson, Frances Vinall, Abbie Cheeseman, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Sammy Westfall, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Claire Parker, Gerry Shih, Hazem  Balousha, Maria Luisa Paul, Miriam Berger, Adam Taylor, Susannah George, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Bryan Pietsch, Leo Sands, Lior Soroka, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Kareem Fahim, Victoria Bisset, Julia Ledur, Leslie Shapiro, Ishaan Tharoor | 2025-01-16
This live coverage has ended. The coverage for Thursday can be found here.
A hostage and ceasefire deal between Hamas and Israel was reached Wednesday, following more than 15 months of extraordinary bloodshed and violence in Gaza, President Joe Biden said Wednesday. Implementation of the agreement is set to start Sunday, according to Qatar's Prime Minister. The agreement, which requires ratification by a vote of Israel's cabinet, follows an intense period of meetings and calls over the past several days, including by Biden to the leaders of Israel and mediating partners Qatar and Egypt. Steve Witkoff, President-elect Donald Trump's special envoy to the Middle East, has also played an instrumental role, meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over the weekend to express Trump's interest in attaining a deal before his inauguration on Monday.
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Israel and Hamas agree to Gaza ceasefire, raising hopes of a reprieve
The deal, mediated by the United States, offered a glimmer of hope in a conflict that has taken an immense human toll.
By Claire Parker, Karen DeYoung, Gerry Shih, Hazem  Balousha, Heba Farouk Mahfouz  | 2025-01-16

Loved ones of people killed and abducted by Hamas react with mixed emotions to the ceasefire announcement in Tel Aviv on Jan. 15. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


JERUSALEM -- After more than a year of painstaking negotiations, Israel and Hamas agreed Wednesday to a ceasefire deal in the Gaza Strip that, if implemented, could see nearly three dozen Israeli hostages reunited with their families and give hungry and displaced Palestinians a reprieve from months of violence.
Israel's government still needs to formally approve the deal, in a vote officials say will take place Thursday morning. But the agreement could mark a first step toward ending a 15-month war that has destroyed Gaza and divided Israelis.
The truce, mediated by the United States, Egypt and Qatar, would begin on Sunday and cover an initial period of 42 days.

Palestinians in Khan Younis celebrated the announcement of a ceasefire and hostage release deal between Israel and Hamas.


"This is one of the toughest negotiations I've ever experienced," President Joe Biden said Wednesday in remarks from the White House. "And I'm deeply satisfied this day has come ... for the sake of the people of Israel and the families waiting in agony, and for the sake of the innocent people in Gaza who suffered unimaginable devastation because of the war."
Under the first six-week phase of what mediators hope will evolve into a three-stage process for peace, 33 of the 98 remaining Israeli hostages in Gaza -- mainly women, children, the elderly and wounded -- will be released from Hamas captivity in exchange for hundreds of Palestinians in Israeli detention, in a carefully choreographed sequence that will involve humanitarian groups and coordination between Hamas, Egypt and Israel.

Freed hostage Aviva Seigel, with her daughter Shir, left, and niece, during an anti-government protest in Tel Aviv demanding a ceasefire in September. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 



Jonathan Dekel-Chen, father of American hostage Sagui Dekel-Chen, speaks with reporters alongside family members of other hostages following their meeting with President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the White House in July. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Among the 33 captives slated for release are Americans Keith Siegel and Sagui Dekel-Chen, said a senior administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the White House.
Dekel-Chen was wounded in the Hamas attack on Oct. 7, 2023, and Siegel, 65, will be freed because of his age. A third U.S. citizen, Edan Alexander, was abducted near Gaza while serving in the Israeli military and won't be released until the second phase of the ceasefire.
Hamas agreed to release five female Israeli soldiers in the first phase. The remains of at least four more Americans are also still in Gaza. "We are committed to getting the remains out," the official said.

Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire and hostage release deal on Jan. 15, following more than 15 months of devastating war.


Israel will withdraw troops from some parts of Gaza and allow a surge of humanitarian aid into the enclave, where 90 percent of the population, or 1.9 million people, are displaced in squalid conditions with little food, water or shelter from the cold.
During the first phase, the volume of aid entering Gaza is supposed to reach more than 500 trucks per day, State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said Wednesday -- a more than sixfold increase over the average number in December.
But even once the bombs stop falling, steep challenges will remain in getting lifesaving assistance to civilians who need it, including abiding lawlessness in Gaza, destroyed roads and onerous Israeli inspection processes for cargoes entering the territory, aid workers say.
"This is a moment of hope and opportunity, but we should be under no illusions how tough it will still be to get support to survivors," U.N. Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Tom Fletcher said in a statement. "The stakes could not be higher."

Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, Qatar's prime minister and foreign affairs minister, spoke on Jan. 15, as Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire.


Israeli forces will remain in a buffer zone along Gaza's borders, Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani said in a news conference in Doha, where negotiators spent the last few days hammering out the deal. After a week, if the truce holds, Palestinian civilians sheltering in southern and central Gaza will be allowed to return to the north, which in recent months has been decimated by intense Israeli bombardment and clashes with Hamas militants.
Since October, Israeli forces have besieged the northernmost part of the enclave, blocking most aid and forcing thousands of residents to evacuate. Israel divided the territory into a north and south with a line of fortified checkpoints known as the Netzarim Corridor just outside Gaza City, only occasionally allowing humanitarians to cross into northern areas.

Smoke rises from explosions in the northern Gaza Strip on Jan. 13. (Menahem Kahana/AFP/Getty Images)


Negotiations for Phase 2 of the deal -- during which the remaining living hostages would be released and Israel would withdraw completely from Gaza -- are supposed to begin in the coming weeks. During Phase 3, Hamas would return the bodies of hostages who were killed and the reconstruction of Gaza would get underway.
The deal has offered a glimmer of hope in a conflict that has taken an immense human toll: Israeli attacks have killed more than 46,700 people in Gaza and injured more than 110,200, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack, including more than 300 soldiers. It says 405 soldiers have been killed in its military operation in Gaza.
A war that began with Hamas-led attacks on southern Israel spiraled into a regional conflagration, marked by more than a year of exchanges of fire between Israel and its allies and Iran-aligned groups in Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq and Syria.

Palestinian women mourn those killed in an Israeli airstrike, at a hospital in Deir al-Balah in Gaza on Jan. 15. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


There was still much that could go wrong during the deal's implementation, and Israeli officials have emphasized that so far, it is a temporary pause. The thorniest questions -- including who will govern and secure Gaza -- remain unresolved, and negotiations over these and other issues are expected to begin later in the process.
Israel's bombardment of Gaza hasn't let up: At least 19 people were killed in Israeli airstrikes across the territory on Wednesday night after the ceasefire was announced.
Still, even before mediator Qatar declared that a deal was reached, celebrations broke out in Gaza and among hostage families and supporters in Tel Aviv.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office issued a statement shortly after the announcement insisting that some details still needed to be worked out. But President-elect Donald Trump had already blasted out the news to the world, writing on his social media platform, Truth Social: "WE HAVE A DEAL FOR THE HOSTAGES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THEY WILL BE RELEASED SHORTLY. THANK YOU!"

Palestinians celebrate the announcement of a ceasefire deal between Hamas and Israel in Deir al-Balah on Jan. 15. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Late Wednesday night, the parties were still arguing over the names of high-profile prisoners to be released under the agreement, according to an official familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive talks.
Netanyahu's cabinet and members of his coalition government must vote on Thursday morning to approve the deal. His far-right allies in government, including Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, both slammed the agreement as a bad deal that spares Hamas and threatened to withdraw from Netanyahu's government.
Still, the prime minister is widely expected to have enough votes to push through the agreement, and Israel's Supreme Court is expected to dismiss possible legal challenges to the deal.
"This is an important move. This is a necessary move," Israeli President Isaac Herzog said in televised remarks Wednesday night, urging the government to make the ceasefire official. "There is no greater moral, human, Jewish, or Israeli obligation than to bring our sons and daughters back to us -- whether to recover at home, or to be laid to rest."

Protesters chant in Tel Aviv for the return of all hostages on Jan. 14. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


Leaders from mediating countries appeared to dismiss the procedural steps in Israel as mere formalities. Qatar's Mohammed, Biden and Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi each declared victory after months of stop-and-start negotiations that repeatedly saw negotiators and intelligence chiefs huddle in Middle Eastern capitals, only to return home empty-handed.
"There was no other way for this war to end than with a hostage deal," Biden said Wednesday. "Too many innocent people have died. Too many communities have been destroyed."
The mediators, at least for now, overcame the herculean task of reconciling the diametrically opposed positions of Israel and Hamas. Israel wanted to continue the fighting after a temporary pause and hostage-for-prisoner exchange, while Hamas insisted on a permanent end to the war before it would surrender any captives.
But pressure on both parties pushed them to close the gap. Netanyahu was under fire from hostage families and those who lost loved ones in the war. He was also in potential legal peril abroad, after the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant accusing him of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
In Gaza, Hamas was severely weakened after Israel killed its top leaders and kneecapped regional allies. Residents grew increasingly angry as they struggled to survive the punishing campaign Israel launched in response to the Hamas attacks.

President Joe Biden delivers remarks on reaching a ceasefire and hostage deal between Israel and Hamas at the White House on Jan. 15. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In the end, the deal agreed to Wednesday aligns to a large extent with the phased approach Biden proposed in May: An initial pause in hostilities and release of hostages is intended to lead to "sustainable calm," according to a joint statement by Qatar, Egypt and the United States. Those three countries are meant to serve as guarantors of the deal, and Mohammed said a monitoring body would be established in Cairo.
Biden and Trump each claimed credit for a diplomatic achievement closed through rare foreign-policy collaboration between the outgoing and incoming administrations. As Biden officials carried out the formal diplomacy, Steve Witkoff, Trump's special envoy to the Middle East, met with Netanyahu over the weekend to pressure the Israeli prime minister to agree to a deal before Trump's inauguration.
"This EPIC ceasefire agreement could have only happened as a result of our Historic Victory in November, as it signaled to the entire World that my Administration would seek Peace and negotiate deals to ensure the safety of all Americans, and our Allies," Trump wrote on Truth Social.
Biden said "this deal was developed and negotiated under my administration" but that his officials had been speaking "as one team" with their soon-to-be successors in recent days.
Hamas leader Khalil al-Hayya hailed the ceasefire as a triumph for the militant group: "Today we prove that the occupation will never defeat our people and their resistance," he said in a statement.
Hospitals in Israel are preparing to receive hostages who may be malnourished, injured or ill -- and will certainly be traumatized, Israeli media reported.
In Tel Aviv, where thousands have gathered for months each Saturday night to protest the government's failure to bring all of the hostages home sooner, crowds beat drums and chanted.
"I hope it will not just be a ceasefire but a stop to the war," said Benjamin Terem, 65, from Tel Aviv. "We cannot stay in this situation."
In Gaza, 20-year-old Farah Hathout said she was displaced nine times throughout the war. She woke up where she is sheltering in Nuseirat, a refugee camp in central Gaza, to check the news.
"Is it real? Have they signed?" she said she asked herself.
"I pray it goes through," said Hathout, who was in tears. "May God compensate us for what we experienced."
DeYoung reported from Washington, Shih from Jerusalem, Balousha from Toronto and Mahfouz from Cairo. Miriam Berger and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut, and Hajar Harb in London contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/15/israel-gaza-ceasefire-deal-hamas-hostages/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Israel's hostage families react to ceasefire deal with relief and fear
They applaud the potential freeing of loved ones after 15 months of captivity in Gaza but remain anxious that gradual releases could leave some in Hamas hands.
By Miriam Berger, Heidi Levine | 2025-01-15

Family and friends from the West Bank Jewish settlement of Shilo hold posters Tuesday showing Israeli hostage Avinatan Or as they protest the proposed conditions of a ceasefire. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


TEL AVIV -- The families of Israeli hostages held by Hamas welcomed the ceasefire deal announced Wednesday with mixed emotions, expressing relief that their loved ones could be released after 15 months of captivity in Gaza but also fearing that the agreement could break down before all of them return home.
Under the terms of the deal, 33 hostages will be released gradually over the next seven weeks, with others to be freed in a subsequent phase.
The ceasefire agreement is "just the beginning," said Yehuda Cohen, whose son, Nimrod, is among about 100 hostages held in Gaza. There is still a "long way ... to go," he said Wednesday evening as the news broke.

Yehuda and Vicki Cohen are the parents of Israeli soldier Nimrod Cohen, 19, who was taken hostage in Gaza. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Four of Yosi Shnaider's relatives have been held hostage, and he said he spent the past few days praying as hopes for a deal rose and fell. For months, there was no apparent progress. "It was terrifying. It was very long, without any explanation for us, the families," he said earlier this week. Reached again Wednesday evening, he said, "We are not breathing."
His relatives -- Ariel, 5, Kfir, 1, their mother, Shiri Silberman Bibas, 33, and their father, Yarden -- are expected to be among the hostages to be released in the first phase of the deal. Kfir is the youngest Israeli in captivity in Gaza.
The Hostages and Missing Families Forum, an umbrella organization representing most of the hostages' families, said it received news of the deal "with overwhelming joy and relief" but called for "swift arrangements to ensure all phases of the deal are carried out."
In a statement, the group said, "This is a significant step forward that brings us closer to seeing all hostages return -- the living to rehabilitation, and the deceased for proper burial. However, deep anxiety and concerns accompany us regarding the possibility that the agreement might not be fully implemented, leaving hostages behind."

Demonstrators hold orange balloons, many with messages written on them, during a rally in solidarity with Kfir Bibas, an Israeli toddler in Hamas captivity, as he turns one year old in January 2024. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


The agreement has three phases. During the first, there would be an initial 42-day ceasefire and the gradual release of 33 Israeli hostages -- women, children and the elderly -- in exchange for an unknown number of Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons. Several of the hostages to be released during this phase hold dual American-Israel nationality, according to U.S. officials. Israel also agreed to pull back its troops in the war-ravaged enclave and allow a surge of humanitarian assistance.
Remaining Israeli hostages and additional Palestinian detainees are to be released in the second phase. Reconstruction and new arrangements for security and governing Gaza would be put in place in the third. The ceasefire does not formally put an end to the war.
The war erupted after Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas-led gunmen broke through barriers around the Strip and attacked southern Israel, killing about 1,200 people and taking about 250 others hostage. In response, Israel launched a ferocious air and ground campaign that has killed more than 46,500 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and destroyed much of the enclave.

Ruti Munder, center, the widow of slain hostage Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, is surrounded by family during her husband and son's funeral at Kibbutz Nir Oz in August. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Israeli hospitals have begun preparing to receive hostages, who are expected to be suffering from extreme physical and mental trauma after months in captivity, according to Israeli media. Previously released hostages described horrific conditions, including young women being kept in cages and children drugged to stay quiet.
Adding to the anguish, some families are not sure if their abducted relatives are alive or dead. Israel estimates that at least one-third of the remaining hostages are dead, though Hamas has refused to provide a list of the deceased and may itself not know, as some hostages are being held by smaller groups.
The families of hostages have been at this point before.

Bedouin women walk by a tin wall displaying a  poster showing hostages Youssef Ziyadne, 53, and his son Hamza, 22, in the southern Israeli city of Rahat on Jan. 9. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


In November 2023, Israel and Hamas agreed to a humanitarian pause and an exchange of those being held. Every day, Shnaider recalled, he waited for a text message notifying him that his relatives would be released.
Seventy-eight Israeli hostages and about 180 Palestinian prisoners were released before the truce ended and fighting resumed. Twenty-seven foreign and dual nationals were released outside that deal; Israel rescued eight hostages in military operations; and Hamas militants released four women for "humanitarian reasons."
Shnaider's relatives haven't been  among those freed.
"Hopefully, it will go through all the way," he said. "I don't want to think about somebody who won't be in this deal. If this deal will stop in the middle or something happens, that means that the person that's going stay, they will never come back."

Released Palestinian prisoners embrace their family members in November 2023. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Nimrod, Yehuda's son, was on duty at Israel's Nahal Oz military base when Hamas fighters kidnapped him. As a soldier, he is to be released during the second phase of the deal. The exact details of those releases are to be set during the first phase.
Yehuda supports the deal, he said, but added that "we want to see it happen in parallel," in which "all the details for the second phase are being set."
Ilay David's brother, Evyatar, 24, was kidnapped by Hamas while attending the Nova music festival in southern Israel. As the possibility of a ceasefire deal emerged earlier this week, David shared his anxiety.
"It breaks my heart to think that we will have to wait more time, and we don't know what will be at the end," David said Tuesday. "I am kind of between the fear of losing him for a very long time and the hope that we will see families united very soon."

Family members mourn over the body of Israeli hostage Eden Yerushalmi during her funeral in Petah Tikva, Israel, in September. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Tomer Dar, whose brother Avinatan, 31, was abducted during the Nova festival, had joined more than 1,000 others Tuesday night near Tel Aviv's Hostages Square to call for the hostages' release. Dar had deep concerns about the ceasefire, which was then still under negotiation.
Dar said she feared Israel would not have any leverage left when the time came to release the second set of hostages, which would include her brother.
"We are afraid that if this deal does not include everyone, it will cost my brother's life," she said. "We think the best deal is where everyone is included, because we are paying such a high cost."
Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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Trump moves the needle on a Gaza ceasefire
For months, Israel's Prime Minister made a ceasefire deal seem impossible. Trump's imminent return changed that.
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2025-01-15
You're reading an excerpt from the WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Protesters walk among traffic during a demonstration on Tuesday calling on the Israeli government to agree to a ceasefire with Hamas. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


The terms of the ceasefire deal clinched Wednesday between Israel and Hamas are little different than what they would have been months ago. A number of living hostages in captivity in Gaza will be swapped for a number of Palestinian detainees in Israeli jails in a "first phase" of a truce. Hostilities will cease for a prescribed set of weeks, in the articulated hope that a later second phase of exchanges will happen and an extended peace will take root.
At numerous points over the past 15 months of ruinous war in Gaza -- and particularly in the past eight months -- Israel and Hamas have drawn close to agreeing on some version of this deal. Each time, talks have foundered at the 11th hour, with both sides blaming the other for the impasse. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has repeatedly accused Hamas of rejecting a ceasefire in previous rounds. But for months, Arab interlocutors and U.S. officials in private have also pointed the finger at Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who repeatedly scuppered deals with new demands that Hamas was unwilling to accept. It is widely believed that Netanyahu wanted to keep the conflict running in a bid to appease the far-right lawmakers who keep his coalition in power.
Sticking points remained earlier this week, but officials were cautiously hopeful for a breakthrough. "We believe that we have reached the final stages," Majed al-Ansari, adviser to the Qatari prime minister and spokesman for Qatar's Foreign Ministry, said at a news briefing Tuesday. "We have overcome the main obstacles in the disagreements between the two parties."
The Biden administration pushed hard in its final week in office to clinch a deal, doing so in coordination with the team assembled by incoming President-elect Donald Trump, whose Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff has traveled to both Israel and Qatar, the main staging ground for negotiations.
My colleagues outlined what we knew of the proposal before it was finalized:
The successful brokering of a deal can be chalked up to Trump's imminent return to office. According to Israeli news media, Witkoff's blunt pressure tactics compelled Netanyahu to relent on some of his earlier positions.
As the U.S. election campaign took off last year, analysts assumed that Netanyahu, a stalwart Trump ally, would prefer to make a deal with a Republican back in the White House. The Israeli prime minister conveyed to U.S. interlocutors in the Biden administration that his hands were tied by local politics, with far-right allies in his coalition opposed to a hostage deal and eager for an even more brutal campaign in Gaza against Hamas. Itamar Ben Gvir, Israel's national security minister and a far-right firebrand, claimed he foiled earlier ceasefire attempts as he threatened to quit Netanyahu's government Tuesday.
Now, it seems Netanyahu is willing to call the bluff of figures like Ben Gvir. Little has changed apart from the political calendar in the United States.
"By May 2024, [Netanyahu] had reneged on and disowned a plan he himself had presented to Biden. During those months, the hostage and ceasefire deal that may come to fruition in the coming days was already on the table," wrote Alon Pinkas in Israeli daily Haaretz. "For eight full months, such a deal was presented time and time again by Qatar and the United States. But Netanyahu only had politics and his own survival in mind, and then the U.S. election and Trump's inauguration."
For much of 2024, Netanyahu's critics within Israel, including an animated bloc comprising the loved ones and friends of hostages in Gaza, protested against his government's seeming resistance to making a deal. The Biden administration urged a ceasefire, but exerted little leverage on Israel to compel Netanyahu to compromise. All the while, hostages continued to die alongside thousands of Palestinians slain in Israeli strikes and amid a spiraling humanitarian catastrophe.
"Trump persuaded Netanyahu to accept his own proposal, a proposal that was first presented in May and was still relevant in August," wrote Ben Caspit in the Israeli newspaper Ma'ariv. "There isn't any need to begin to rant and rave now about how it was Hamas that prevented a deal from being reached. First of all because we have no influence over Hamas, but we do over our own leaders. Second, because Hamas would have agreed  to a deal back in August had it  been given what it is being given now. It's that simple."
Even after a ceasefire, it's far from certain that real peace will follow. "There is a lot of skepticism all around that this is a deal that can progress beyond phase one," Michael Hanna, U.S. program director at the International Crisis Group, told me.
A right-wing Israeli government may not be keen to make further concessions to Hamas, and the Palestinian militant group may not want to surrender all the bleak leverage it has accrued in capturing Israeli hostages. The Trump administration, in turn, may not do much to force through a political agreement that would enable reconstruction in Gaza and a push toward greater Palestinian rights or even statehood.
"There are no indications that they have very ambitious plans for Gaza diplomacy and governance," Hanna added.
For Israelis and Palestinians alike, concerns abound. "How is it possible that my grandson, who was kidnapped at 8.5 months old, will mark his second birthday in hell?" asked Eli Bibas, whose relatives, including two young children, remain in captivity. "How is it possible that he still hasn't celebrated a birthday with his father, with his family, in his home and in his country?"
Meanwhile, Israeli bombardments of Gaza intensified, killing dozens Tuesday. "May God save us in the next hours and protect people because they go crazy in the last hours," Abeer Maher, a 36-year-old English teacher in Deir al-Balah, told The Post. "We have not slept all night."
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60 bodies pulled from illegal mine in South Africa; many more trapped
Hundreds are still trapped at the Stilfontein gold mine, a rights group said. Authorities tried to flush out the miners by depriving them of food and water.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-01-16

South African authorities pulled dozens of trapped miners and dead bodies from the Buffelsfontein Gold Mine in Stilfontein on Jan. 14.


Months after South Africa's government began an operation to flush out hundreds of people from an illegal gold mine near Johannesburg, police pulled out 60 bodies as part of a search-and-rescue effort, with hundreds more believed to be trapped underground.
South African authorities began their operation at the Buffelsfontein gold mine in Stilfontein, about 95 miles west of Johannesburg, in November after some of those accused of mining underground, known as "zama zamas," refused to come out for fear of arrest, leading to a standoff.
Rights groups say police cut off the miners' access to food, water and medicine to force them to the surface, and removed a rope-pulley system the miners had used to get themselves out -- tactics that critics said are a violation of the miners' rights.
The government began its search-and-rescue drive on Monday to get the remaining miners out, amid a public pressure campaign advocating for the miners' well-being and as a case filed by a group representing the miners made its way through the courts.

Protesters at the mine shaft where rescue operations were taking place in Stilfontein on Tuesday. (Ihsaan Haffejee/Reuters)


Since then, police said they confirmed 60 deaths -- nine bodies were pulled out on Monday and 51 on Tuesday, they said -- and retrieved at least 132 individuals alive who were later arrested on illegal mining and other charges, including trespassing and immigration violations. The rescue operation is continuing Wednesday.
Mining Affected Communities United in Action (MACUA), a group representing the miners that was behind the legal action against the government, believes about 400 miners remain trapped underground in what is essentially an extensive and deep maze of shafts and tunnels. Many of those who remain are "emaciated and in incredibly poor health," Jessica Lawrence, an attorney with Lawyers for Human Rights, a nonprofit representing MACUA, told The Washington Post in a phone interview from the mining site on Wednesday.
Lawrence said the group expects the death toll to rise, citing a body recovered from the mine that had a handwritten note attached to it that said at least 109 people had died inside.
MACUA last week obtained a cellphone that contained videos captured inside the mine appearing to show dozens of bodies wrapped in plastic shrouds and arranged in lines, the Associated Press reported.
The incident comes as South Africa has struggled to contain the illegal-mining industry, which critics say has siphoned off profits from public coffers and the local economy and brought increased crime and insecurity to local communities. Government officials have been vociferous in their criticism of the miners: In November, Khumbudzo Ntshavheni, a minister in the president's office, said: "We are not sending help to criminals. We are going to smoke them out."
Magnificent Mndebele, a spokesman for MACUA, said illegal mining is a socioeconomic issue. The unemployment rate in South Africa is 32.1 percent, and Black South Africans still continue to experience disproportionate unemployment compared with White South Africans. In a resource-rich country, many people feel they have no choice but to resort to illegal mining to provide for their families, Mndebele told The Post in a phone interview Wednesday.
It is also common for undocumented migrants from other African countries to be recruited or at times forced to work in unsafe conditions at mines that have been abandoned by mining companies because of economic and other factors.
Police said most of those arrested in Stilfontein this week were not South African nationals but came from Mozambique, Lesotho and Zimbabwe.
Big mining companies "come into our communities, they mine, they mine, they mine, and when they are done, they just leave the holes," Mndebele said. Experts and the South African government estimate the number of abandoned mines in South Africa at around 6,000.
Makhosonke Buthelezi, a spokesman for the South African government's Department of Mineral Resources and Energy, told The Post in an emailed statement that the department is in the process of reviewing legislation to ensure that it supports "artisanal and small scale miners."
Illegal mining, he said, "is an act of criminality because it is done" without proper permits, some miners are "subjected to serious physical abuse," the gold extracted "is traded illegally" and, in some cases, "involves violent gang clashes."
The police operation to shut down the illegal mine in Stilfontein is part of a national illegal-mining crackdown dubbed Operation "Vala Umgodi," or "Close the Hole" in Zulu.
Lawrence, the attorney, said "this entire situation was created" by the methods the South African police used to try to shut down the mining operation.
"They effectively trapped the miners underground and used tactics of starvation and dehydration in an attempt to force the miners out, and they intentionally or unintentionally did not take the underground layout of the mine into account," she said.
South African police did not respond to a request for comment from The Post on Wednesday. The government said in a statement that it ordered the rescue operation "independently and prior to" MACUA's legal action and said it was committed to facilitating "the exit of those illegal miners who remain underground."
In November, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa defended the police's actions. "The Stilfontein mine is a crime scene where the offense of illegal mining is being committed," he said. "It is standard police practice everywhere to secure a crime scene and to block off escape routes that enable criminals to evade arrest."
Still, he called on police then to ensure that "the rights of all people are respected."
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What foods contain red dye No. 3, and how do you avoid them?
Red dye No. 3 must be removed from food by mid-January 2027 and excised from ingested drugs the following year after the FDA's decision to ban it. 
By Mark Johnson, Rachel Roubein | 2025-01-16
The Food and Drug Administration's ban on the use of red dye No. 3 in food is set to take place in mid-January 2027 and affects hundreds of products, including candies and drinks, snacks and fruit cocktails.
The ban comes more than two years after advocates pressed the FDA to ban the dye, citing studies that show high doses could cause cancer in rats.
Here's what you need to know about what products contain red dye No. 3 and how to avoid it.
Many candies, "particularly those available during Halloween and Valentine's Day," contain red dye No. 3, according to the Center for Science in the Public Interest. Although the center said that the candy company Brach's sold about 100 products that contained the dye as of 2023, that has changed.
Ferrara Candy, owner of Brach's, released a statement Wednesday saying that it began phasing out the use of red No. 3 in early 2023, adding that "more than half of Brach's products do not include" the dye.
"Brach's Candy Corn candy shipping for the Fall 2025 season will not contain Red No. 3, and we are on track to eliminate the food coloring from remaining products by the end of 2026," the company said.
The National Confectioners Association, a trade industry group, said it will comply with the new FDA edict.
"Our consumers and everyone in the food industry want and expect a strong FDA, and a consistent, science-based national regulatory framework," the group said.
The dye has also been found in some beverages, ice creams, packaged snack cakes, canned fruit cocktails and some medicines. While red dye No. 3 will be banned in foods in 2027, it must be removed from ingested drugs by 2028.
Check food labels to make sure red dye No. 3 is not included in the ingredients. Some experts recommended seeking products with natural alternatives such as food colored with beets and red cabbage. For those trying to naturally add color to food while cooking and baking at home, concentrated vegetable or fruit juices, beet powder and fruit extracts are potential alternatives.
"Also you can limit your consumption of ultra-processed foods, which are more likely to contain Red 3," said Melanie Benesh, vice president of government affairs for the Environmental Working Group. "When you do eat packaged products, choose certified organic options when available and affordable. Organic packaged food must meet strong standards that protect consumers from exposure to potentially harmful food additives, including Red 3."
The International Association of Color Manufacturers told The Washington Post last month that it stands behind the dye, saying it is "safe for its intended uses" and that removing the additive would lead to higher costs for consumers.
But some companies began phasing out red dye No. 3, after California passed a statewide ban in 2023. Dole has eliminated the dye from all of its U.S. products, said Karey Tanner, senior communications manager for Dole Packaged Foods U.S.
Buena Vista Foods, which produces cookies and other baked goods, said it has been phasing out red dye No. 3. While the dye is in a pink heart-shaped cookie the company produces for Valentine's Day, it will be replaced by beet juice starting in March.
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The House Democrat who wants Trump to go big on tariffs
As most Democrats slam Trump's tariffs, Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) is defending the president-elect in Congress.
By Jeff Stein | 2025-01-16

Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) poses for a portrait in his office on July 27, 2023, at the Capitol. As President-elect Donald Trump prepares to return to the White House, Golden is embracing protectionist trade policies that Trump also espouses. (Minh Connors/The Washington Post)


As he expressed support for President-elect Donald Trump's tariff proposals, Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) paused to inspect his jeans, produced by the Maine company Origin USA.
"I bought these in like 2019, and they're just starting to show signs" of wear, Golden said in an interview in his House office. "Three pair of these at Walmart are all worn-through -- the wallet pocket, the knees, the hem around the bottom -- within a couple years."
Most Democrats are poised to bash Trump over any price increases that follow new tariffs in his second administration, especially on inexpensive consumer goods like clothing. But Golden is embracing Trump's maximalist trade vision -- and saying his own party needs to rethink theirs.
That stance reflects one end of the emerging debate among Democrats over how to respond to one of Trump's central economic policies. On Thursday, the fourth-term congressman from northern Maine will introduce legislation to codify Trump's campaign proposal to enact tariffs of at least 10 percent on all goods imported to the United States, according to a copy obtained by The Washington Post.
While economists of both parties say tariffs of that size would hurt consumers by raising the costs of imports, Golden is pitching what he characterized as a broader reconception of the U.S. economy. He said he recognizes that tariffs could result in higher prices, but argued Americans should be willing to pay more for higher-quality goods produced domestically because they would boost jobs and investment at home.
Even though Golden's legislation reflects Trump's signature economic policy, not a single House Republican has agreed to co-sponsor his bill, Golden said. Not a single House Democrat has, either -- and Golden says that the rest of his party should join him to push for measures that are tough on trade, too. A veteran of the Marine Corps, Golden has earned a reputation in Washington for defying his Democratic colleagues. Trump won Golden's district by 9 points in last year's election; Golden won reelection by less than 1 point.

Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) talks with reporters at the U.S. Capitol in 2021. (Allison Shelley/Getty Images)


"It wasn't that long ago that I thought the Democratic Party was literally the party of protection and economic policies, tariffs, against free trade deals, and pro-union," said Golden, 42. "Why are [Democrats] ceding our ground to him? This is ours, or it should be, and if it isn't anymore, than I would suggest the party's wrong."
Golden's approach could hardly diverge more from that of most of his colleagues. On Wednesday, Democratic Reps. Suzan DelBene (Washington) and Don Beyer (Virginia) held a call with reporters to unveil legislation aimed at limiting unilateral presidential authority to impose tariffs -- essentially the opposite of Golden's move to codify Trump's policy. Vice President Kamala Harris, during her 2024 presidential campaign, characterized Trump's universal tariff plans as a "national sales tax."
Democratic critics of Trump's tariff plans make both political and substantive arguments. In an analysis last year, the Peterson Institute for International Economics, a Washington-based think tank, found one of Trump's tariff proposals would cost the typical household $2,600 per year; the Yale Budget Lab estimated the annual cost could be as high as $7,600. The tariffs would disproportionately cost poorer Americans as a share of their incomes, according to the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, a left-leaning think tank.
Many Democratic lawmakers and pollsters argue they should stand opposed to these policies. Boosters may claim protective barriers promote domestic production, but economists of both parties point to research showing they also hurt U.S. exports by raising the costs of production, making national industries less productive globally.
"This is going to raise prices -- there's no two ways about it. Why on Earth Democrats would think it's a clever political strategy to support higher prices -- you got me, maybe that sells in Maine, but nowhere I've been recently," said Dean Baker, an economist at the left-leaning Center for Economic and Policy Research.
Trump imposed more than $300 billion in tariffs during his first administration, primarily on China. Most of those tariffs were extended by President Joe Biden -- who also imposed new ones, primarily on China's clean energy exports. Biden characterized those measures as necessary to protect certain sectors, such as energy production, that are critical to national security.
Trump's exact tariff plans for his second term remain unclear. On the campaign trail, he promised a 10 or 20 percent universal tariff, applied to all imports from every U.S. trading partner. But numerous reports, including in The Post, have said his team is considering dialing back these measures, particularly for the beginning of his administration. Trump has also separately said he'd order 25 percent tariffs on Canada and Mexico and an additional 10 percent tariff on China, on top of existing ones, unless those countries curb migration and drug trafficking into the United States.
Critics have argued that Trump's proposal to impose tariffs on all imports would raise prices for some goods that simply cannot be produced in sufficient quantities domestically. Joseph Politano, an economic analyst who has written on the subject on Substack, pointed out that the United States does not even have the climate necessary to produce foods such as bananas, avocados and coffee at levels that could come close to meeting U.S. demand.
Golden, however, said he hopes Democrats welcome even these protectionist measures.
"Avocados are nice, right? They have some omegas in them? But do we need to eat avocados? Do we need to eat them year-round?," he said. "Is there something grown here in America that delivers -- I don't know, American fish ... We can get omega-3s and 6s through American-harvested food."
Most Democrats are unlikely to go along with that argument. But Golden has pointed to numerous industries in his state, including lumber, that he said would benefit from tariffs that shield domestic production. Wall Street firms and economists in Washington, he argued, are out of step with what the country wants. The Coalition for a Prosperous America, which supports higher tariffs, has projected that a 10 percent universal tariff would generate 3 million additional jobs and lead to a surge in U.S. manufacturing output, while bringing in trillions of additional revenue to federal coffers.
"I guess the argument I'm trying to put forward here is that we have become the victim of our own political spin about free trade," Golden said. "Maybe it's time to start questioning the entire model."
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Musk's DOGE weighs recommendations to cut federal diversity programs
In private talks, the nongovernmental group is deliberating over policies that would counteract initiatives assailed by opponents as "DEI" programs.
By Jacob Bogage, Faiz Siddiqui | 2025-01-16

Vivek Ramaswamy and Elon Musk, with his son X, visit the Capitol in December. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


President-elect Donald Trump's "Department of Government Efficiency" is reviewing a conservative legal playbook to swiftly eliminate federal diversity programs, which argues that the initiatives are unconstitutional and distort spending.
"DOGE," a nongovernmental group led by Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy and charged with slashing the size of government, is considering a 19-page report from the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty, a right-wing civil rights nonprofit, that identified more than $120 billion annually in what it said was "diversity, equity and inclusion" spending, according to two people familiar with the conversations and a copy of the report obtained by The Washington Post.
Policymakers are unlikely to eliminate all of that spending, said the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share closely held details. But by removing federal designations that favor historically disadvantaged individuals or businesses, some DOGE backers believe they can find cost savings in federal contracts and grant programs.
The playbook, intended to contain policy recommendations for the incoming administration, has found an audience among members of the DOGE team. It is among various policy proposals -- formalized in documents and memos -- circulating in private chats and being reviewed by advisers to the efficiency group, according to another person familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.
"That's been sent down from on high, that all this DEI stuff has to go," said another person familiar with DOGE's early plans. "Once all these guys get confirmed and he's the president on Jan. 20, this is going to happen fast and furious."
Among the report's recommendations: stripping programs that would benefit Black farmers and businesses in disadvantaged neighborhoods and axing a Biden executive order that says 15 percent of federal contracts should be reserved for minority-owned businesses. The report categorized programs across 13 federal departments and offices in three buckets: terminate, settle and investigate.
The document contains ideas that one of the people familiar with the work said would find broad acceptance among Republicans -- for example, cutting Agriculture Department grants and loans for minority farmers and ranchers.
"DEI is your classic example of expanding and expanding and expanding government at the expense of providing government services," Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-Wyoming), a member of the House's DOGE Caucus and chair of the House Anti-Woke Caucus, told The Post.
Even eliminating all the spending the Wisconsin Institute identifies as DEI programs would make only a small impact on the overall federal budget of nearly $7 trillion.
But that funding has been crucial to help individuals of diverse backgrounds obtain certain opportunities because of years of discriminatory policies, Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (D-New Mexico) said in an interview. Cuts to diversity programs could endanger historically Black colleges and universities, institutions that serve Hispanic individuals and Native American communities.
"Many of these programs and these communities have been included in these very targeted programs because they've been left out and targeted to be discriminated against," Lujan said. "By the elimination of these programs, all those communities are being targeted."
If the cuts are as far-reaching as some Republican lawmakers have described -- policies that echo much of the Wisconsin Institute report -- "everything's gone," Lujan said.
The idea of slashing diversity programs broadly aligns with Musk's and Ramaswamy's political views. Musk has long decried diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives as antithetical to meritocracy, blaming -- without offering evidence -- the proliferation of such policies for myriad world problems, most recently the devastating wildfires in Los Angeles.
"DEI means people will DIE," Musk posted on Jan. 11 to X, the social media site he owns. Musk did not respond to a request for comment.
The report recently came to the attention of Steve Davis, president of the Boring Company, one of Musk's most trusted deputies, who oversaw cost-cutting at Twitter, now called X, after Musk bought it for $44 billion in 2022. Many DOGE advisers are reporting to Davis now, too.
Davis requested the study from WILL through intermediaries in the conservative legal world, according to a person involved with the document's development who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private talks.
DOGE advisers believe Trump can eliminate certain initiatives through executive orders and can direct his Justice Department to settle outstanding lawsuits about other programs to wind down their activity.
Programs marked for investigation include federal funding for universities that the administration deems are skirting the Supreme Court's ban on affirmative action or "discriminated against students during the pro-Hamas protests ... and hospital systems that discriminate against patients based on race."
Trump could direct agencies to conduct inquiries into those allegations and ultimately withhold funding, or could block appropriated funds from going to programs that the administration lawyers deem unconstitutional.
"I think that we need to see more of that. You all want to claim that you're racist and you have all these DEI programs? Then maybe we shouldn't be sending any federal funds to you, at all," Hageman said. "I think maybe that's the way that we ferret this stuff out. ... If you're that racist and that sexist, then maybe we need to just shut down the university."
The recommendations fit a more recent emphasis for DOGE not just on what policy priorities to focus on, but how to achieve them. As Monday's inauguration approaches, DOGE leaders have recognized the need for its work to shift from conceptual to practical. The group has been aggressively staffing up in D.C. More than 50 people are already working out of the SpaceX offices in downtown Washington, and the group aims to have around 100 people in place by the time Trump takes office, The Post previously reported.
DOGE is conducting many of its early deliberations over the encrypted messaging app Signal, where advisers who have taken on voluntary stints working for Musk and Ramaswamy are engaged in continuous discussion about how to shape the country's future.
But the group has yet to formalize its specific goals and is operating on principles set out by Musk and Ramaswamy in a Wall Street Journal opinion piece in November, which laid out "three major kinds of reform: regulatory rescissions, administrative reductions and cost savings." One of its most concrete priorities is to shrink the federal workforce and align the size of government with its core functions.
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Blue Origin's New Glenn rocket reaches orbit in first test
Successful flight puts Jeff Bezos's space venture on a path to compete with Elon Musk's SpaceX.
By Christian Davenport | 2025-01-16

Blue Origin successfully sent its New Glenn rocket into orbit Jan. 16, but lost its booster after launch.


Jeff Bezos's Blue Origin launched its New Glenn rocket into orbit early Thursday, in a critical milestone that comes some 25 years after the billionaire founded the company with the goal of reducing the cost of access to space.
The 320-foot-tall, two-stage rocket, named for John Glenn, the first American to reach orbit, lifted off in its first test flight at 2:03 a.m. from Launch Complex 36 at Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida. The vehicle was not carrying people or satellites, but rather a suite of technologies to be used in a spacecraft the company calls Blue Ring, which would service satellites and spacecraft in space.
New Glenn is designed to be partially reusable, and while Blue Origin tried to land its booster stage on a ship at sea, the attempt was not successful.
Three of the booster's engines relit to slow the vehicle down as it approached a ship at sea several hundred miles out in the Atlantic Ocean, but the booster was lost. It was not immediately clear what happened, Ariane Cornell, Blue Origin's vice president of in-space systems, said during the company's live broadcast of the mission.
"We didn't have booster landing, but man, we got close," Cornell said.
As for the landing attempt, success "would be icing on the cake," Bezos said in a brief interview before the mission. "It's probably a little crazy to attempt to land the booster on the first flight. But, you know what, if we have failure today, at any point in the mission, we'll pick ourselves up and do it again." He called the flight "a giant moment for sure." (Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
"Getting to orbit is hard," Cornell said. "There are not many countries, companies ... that have ever been to orbit and, y'all, we did it on our first go. Congratulations. That is huge."
The flight is also a key step toward getting certified by the Pentagon to launch national security missions. In June, the Defense Department selected Blue Origin, along with SpaceX and the United Launch Alliance, the joint venture of Lockheed Martin and Boeing, to launch the next batch of missions that combined are worth $5.6 billion. Before it can fly any of those, however, New Glenn must first demonstrate it can safely and reliably conduct its missions.
New Glenn's flight had been delayed repeatedly. Initially, high seas made the rocket landing on the boat difficult, if not impossible. An attempt early Monday was called off after repeated delays as the company struggled with technical issues. It finally called off the flight after it was unable to resolve what it called "a vehicle subsystem issue." It later said in a post Monday evening on X that the delay was caused by "ice forming in a purge line on an auxiliary power unit that powers some of our hydraulic systems."
Bezos has been trying to inject a sense of urgency into his space venture, which has lagged well behind Elon Musk's SpaceX. SpaceX first successfully launched a rocket to orbit in 2008. Since then, it has dominated the launch market, winning billions of dollars in contracts from NASA, the Pentagon and commercial satellite providers.
Musk, in a social media post shortly after the launch, congratulated Bezos for "reaching orbit on the first attempt."
New Glenn's debut is happening at an extraordinarily busy time in the space industry. SpaceX has moved quickly to develop its next-generation Starship rocket, the tallest and most powerful in the world, and it is expected to launch its seventh test flight as early as Thursday afternoon from the company's facility in South Texas. SpaceX has made some significant upgrades to Starship, which NASA intends to use to fly astronauts to the moon under its Artemis program, including a 25 percent increase in the volume of propellant it can hold.
Separately, SpaceX launched early on Wednesday a Falcon 9 rocket carrying a pair of spacecraft designed to land on the moon. One, the Blue Ghost lunar lander built by the Austin-based start-up Firefly Aerospace, is expected to reach the surface of the moon in about 45 days. The mission is part of a NASA program to deliver scientific instruments to the moon ahead of a human landing there.
The other, Japan's ispace Resilience lander, is expected to reach the moon by late May or early June. It intends to take a sample of the moon and sell it back to NASA for a few thousand dollars, part of a NASA program to develop a market for commerce on the surface of the moon.
Until Thursday's New Glenn launch, Blue Origin had only flown its New Shepard rocket, a small, one-engine vehicle that carries paying customers to the edge of space, where they experience a few minutes of weightlessness some 60 miles up. New Glenn, however, is a far more powerful vehicle, with seven first-stage engines, that is designed to compete against SpaceX and companies such as Rocket Lab.
The company is looking to fly New Glenn as many as eight times this year and hopes to fly an uncrewed spacecraft the company calls Blue Moon to the lunar surface. In 2023, Blue Origin won a $3.4 billion NASA contract to transport astronauts to the lunar surface by the end of the decade.
The company is also building a space station it calls Orbital Reef that it hopes could replace the International Space Station. For years, the company has also worked to develop technologies to create a permanent presence on the moon, such as building solar cells out of the moon dirt, or regolith.
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Fabrics and crafts chain Joann seeks buyer, files for bankruptcy again
The specialty retail chain, which says it has $615 million in debt and just $8 million in cash, is seeking Chapter 11 protection for the second time in a year. 

By Jaclyn Peiser | 2025-01-15

Joann says it has about 800 stores in 49 states. (Tony Dejak/AP)


Crafts and fabric chain Joann has filed for bankruptcy again, and now it's looking for a buyer.
It is the second time the retailer has sought Chapter 11 protection within a year. The company said in court filings Wednesday that it has "faced significant strategic and operational challenges" since April, when it emerged from its previous bankruptcy, six weeks after the initial filing.
Despite efforts to improve its inventory and profitability, the company on Wednesday cited "increasingly tight liquidity levels" -- which means Joann is having a hard time finding enough cash to maintain operations. Those obstacles, coupled with "significant and lasting challenges in the retail environment," have given the company no choice but to seek bankruptcy protection again, interim chief executive Michael Prendergast said in a news release.
According to court filings, Joann has $615.7 million in total funded debt obligations and just $8.4 million in cash on hand.
Gordon Brothers Retail Partners, a lender that has been involved with a number of troubled retailers -- most recently Big Lots -- put forth an initial bid for Joann. The retail chain is hoping for additional offers, but that could be a long shot, said Sarah Foss, global head of legal for Debtwire, a financial services firm. "It doesn't appear there will be a white knight coming in to save them," she said.
John Bringardner, head of Debtwire, said that if Gordon Brothers wins the bid, it will probably liquidate Joann's assets, close stores and try to sell the company's intellectual property.
The Hudson, Ohio-based chain, which has been operating for more than 80 years, has four distribution centers and about 800 stores in 49 states, according to court filings. The company did not comment on whether it expects store closures. Over the past few months, however, it shuttered eight locations in six states, Retail Dive reported.
Joann has been under margin pressure for years, Bringardner said. In the company's first bankruptcy filing, it said tariffs on goods imported from China during Donald Trump's first presidency hurt its bottom line.
The possibility of new tariffs when Trump returns to office also pose a threat, Bringardner said.
"I can't say for certain that that's what's driving the timing of this, but certainly it does not bode well for their business model [of] importing roughly half of their inventory from outside the country, where costs are most likely going to rise," he said.
The company saw a boom in business during the coronavirus pandemic, as homebound consumers sought out hobbies. But that didn't last, said Tim Hynes, Debtwire's global head of credit research.
In recent years, Joann reverted to its pre-pandemic downward trajectory. Meanwhile, the company couldn't gets its hands on some popular goods that might have boosted sales, and despite hopes that vendors would support the company after the first bankruptcy filing, inventory dropped 10 percent, Hynes said.
That left gaps in product lines and a smaller selection of premium fabrics and textiles, causing "customer defections," Neil Saunders, managing director of analytics company GlobalData, said in an analyst note. "The experience in many stores is also subpar, which has damaged sales."
At the same time, Joann faced increased competition from online retailers and growing strength from competitors such as Hobby Lobby.
Joann is the latest in a slew of specialty retailers to file for bankruptcy or announce store closures. Coresight Research in December projected that more than 7,300 stores locations would shutter by the end of 2024, compared with about 5,500 in 2023. Bankruptcies in the sector this past year about doubled.
Party City, once the destination for celebration essentials and holiday decor, announced in December that it was going out of businesses and closing all its stores. That same week, Big Lots said it was liquidating all 900 of its stores. Eight days later, the discount retailer said it has found a buyer that would keep at least 200 stores open, possibly preserving thousands of jobs. Two days before Christmas, the Container Store announced a bankruptcy filing, though no layoffs or store closures were imminent.
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Trump encourages Vivek Ramaswamy to seek Ohio's open Senate seat
The co-leader of the "Department of Government Efficiency" could move to replace JD Vance in the Senate, though other contenders remain.
By Jeff Stein, Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2025-01-15

Vivek Ramaswamy had publicly withdrawn his name from consideration for the Senate seat in November but is said to have recently reemerged as one of the contenders. (Johnnie Izquierdo for The Washington Post)


President-elect Donald Trump has encouraged billionaire biotech entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy to consider filling Ohio's vacant Senate seat should the post be offered to him, according to two people with knowledge of the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the private deliberations.
Ramaswamy publicly withdrew his name from consideration for the post in November, after Trump chose him to lead the "Department of Government Efficiency" panel along with billionaire executive Elon Musk. But the Ohio native has reemerged in recent days as one of the leading contenders for the Senate seat and is in advanced discussions with GOP leaders about the position, the people said.
JD Vance, who previously held the seat, officially resigned Friday to serve as Trump's vice president. Under Ohio law, Gov. Mike DeWine (R) will appoint a replacement for the next two years, and then a special election on Nov. 3, 2026, will decide who serves until the term expires in 2029.
While the decision rests with DeWine, Trump has personally appealed to Ramaswamy to accept the appointment if offered, the people said. That last-minute message was conveyed within the past week. Ramaswamy has long planned to run for governor of Ohio in 2026, after completing his work with DOGE, which is supposed to wrap up operations by July 4, 2026.
It's unclear how the appointment would affect Ramaswamy's leadership of DOGE, which is not an official government body. But some of his allies have argued that it would advance the group's legislative goals by giving him a perch in Congress. Musk and Ramaswamy hope to push for significant spending cuts, an effort that will require the cooperation of lawmakers to be successful.
DeWine traveled last week to Mar-a-Lago, where he met with Trump. Other candidates in the mix, according to Ohio news reports, include Jon Husted, DeWine's lieutenant governor, and Jane Timken, who ran for Senate in 2022.
"I'll have an announcement probably next week," DeWine told reporters in Florida on Thursday.
Spokespeople for Ramaswamy, Trump and DeWine declined to comment.
The ramped-up discussions of Ramaswamy moving to the Senate come at a moment when the DOGE leaders have sometimes been at odds with other parts of Trump's coalition.
Musk and Ramaswamy faced criticism from some Trump supporters in late December after defending a visa program for skilled immigrant workers that other MAGA allies opposed because it allows foreigners into the country. Trump ultimately sided with the businessmen on the visa program, which the tech industry relies on heavily, but the debate intensified questions about exactly how the DOGE pair would fit into the incoming Trump administration. Ramaswamy has not posted on X, the social media platform owned by Musk, since Jan. 3, a few days after the debate on the visa program exploded.
Still, some of his supporters argue that a shift to the Senate could give him more power to implement his agenda -- not less.
"I think it's a great idea, and he should do it," said Avik Roy, a former adviser to leading GOP policymakers and founder of the Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity, a think tank that supports free markets. "In terms of the DOGE component, you want someone quarterbacking the legislative and statutory components in the Senate, and for Vivek, I think he and the country will benefit greatly from him serving in elected office."
Ramaswamy, a Cincinnati native, ran for the 2024 GOP presidential nomination but dropped out last January and endorsed Trump. He has been friends with Vance since the two were at Yale Law School together in the early 2010s. Musk is also in favor of Ramaswamy occupying the Senate seat, one of the people said.
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Inflation heated up in December, as prices continue to weigh on Americans
Consumer prices rose by 2.9 percent in December, higher than in November.
By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-01-15

Shoppers look at eggs for sale at a grocery store in Glendale, California, in January. (Robyn Beck/AFP/Getty Images)


Inflation picked up in late 2024, fueled by an increase in gas prices, the latest sign of stalled improvement on lowering prices as President-elect Donald Trump prepares to take office.
The consumer price index increased by 2.9 percent in December from a year earlier, the Labor Department reported Wednesday, in line with economists' expectations and hotter than a 2.7 percent rise in November. It was also above a 2.6 percent annual increase in October.
The fresh data underscores the economic concerns of Americans, who voted out incumbents in federal elections in November even as inflation eased for much of the year. They also suggest the Federal Reserve's success at curbing inflation has potentially plateaued.
On a monthly basis, prices rose 0.4 percent from November. That was the largest increase since March, driven by a rise in energy prices, particularly for gas, which rose 4.4 percent from November. It was the largest monthly increase since August 2023, though gas prices remain lower than where they were a year ago.
Stripping out volatile food and energy categories, so-called "core" inflation was 3.2 percent for the year ending in December -- slightly cooler than the 3.3 percent reported in November. That is the smallest annual gain in core prices since August.
Stocks and bonds rallied after the better-than-expected core inflation figures, with the yield on 10-year Treasury bonds trending lower to around 4.7 percent. Bond yields drop when prices rise. Major stock indexes such as the S&P 500 also posted gains following the inflation data and strong quarterly earnings from big banks.
Though the Fed is widely expected to pause interest-rate cuts at its next policy meeting in late January, Wednesday's softer core figures "reinforce the base case" for two more interest-rate cuts later this year, said Krishna Guha of Evercore ISI.
Overall, prices remain much higher than in 2019, before the pandemic, amid a surge of consumer spending driving up the costs of health care, transportation and other categories of consumer services.
"Service sector inflation has proven quite stubborn due to robust consumer demand driven by a strong jobs market and wage gains above inflation," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM.
Another big factor that has kept monthly prices from falling is housing, although the category -- one of the biggest components of the consumer price index -- is beginning to ease somewhat. December's 4.6 percent annual rise in shelter costs was the smallest 12-month gain in about three years.
Still, overall housing prices have shown limited signs of abating, amid a national shortage of new housing and mortgage rates that continue to climb despite three consecutive rate cuts from the Fed. (Mortgage rates track 10-year Treasury rates, which have generally climbed since the Fed began cutting in September.)
Meanwhile, prices for food grew by 0.3 percent on a monthly basis, driven in part by a 3.2 percent rise in prices for eggs. Since December 2023, egg prices were up 36.8 percent.
Though Fed officials expect inflation to continue to cool over time from alarmingly high levels in 2022, the process could take longer than previously expected, in part because of potential trade and immigration policies when Trump takes office.
Trump has promised widespread deportations of undocumented immigrants and across-the-board tariffs on U.S. trading partners, policies that could rekindle inflation depending on how they are implemented.
After cutting interest rates by a full percentage point since September, Fed officials are widely expected to pause rate cuts at their upcoming meeting this month. Investors in the futures market estimate a nearly 97 percent probability of the Fed holding its benchmark rates steady at a range of 4.25 percent to 4.50 percent at its January meeting, according to CME Group.
The central bank's leaders strive to protect their independence from the White House and avoid commenting on politics or policy proposals. Ahead of the Fed's last meeting for 2024 in December, its chairman, Jerome H. Powell, said it was premature to discuss the degree to which the president-elect's proposals -- including higher tariffs, lower taxes and deportation of immigrants -- would factor into its decisions on interest rates.
But that began to change when Powell acknowledged that some Fed officials involved in forecasting interest rate cuts this year have begun thinking through the ways Trump's fiscal policies could affect the economy -- and that uncertainty around inflation was a reason to move slower on future cuts.
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As NA wine improves, should its terminology get more sophisticated?
As the quality and quantity of NA wine improves, should the language we use to describe it get as nuanced as it is with regular wine?
By Allison Robicelli | 2025-01-16

(Illustration by Marissa Vonesh/The Washington Post; iStock) 


When you juice grapes, nobody makes a big deal about it. Introduce fermentation, though, and suddenly you've got serious stakes with encyclopedias, expensive courses and even entire degree programs dedicated to the study of one single, solitary beverage. With so many varieties and variables, wine is a world that demands your full attention as you swirl, sniff and sip.
Nonalcoholic wines, on the other hand, have never received such consideration. Long derided as cloyingly sweet and devoid of nuance, few people approached the category with the same sort of care or craftsmanship. But thanks to scientific advancements in manufacturing and the exploding scene for alcohol-free adult beverages, the market is now abundant with options that rival traditional wine in elegance and complexity.  Is it time for us sober folk to start studying?
"It would be a terrible shame to transfer the worst habits of wine to nonalcoholic wine," says Mindful Drinking Fest founder Derek Brown, who spent over a decade as a sommelier before pivoting into the zero-proof sphere. "We don't need the over-the-top descriptions, confusing labeling, and a mentality that makes everyone feel like a permanent amateur. But we don't need to dumb it all down, either."
Creating nonalcoholic wine requires just as much skill and artistry as making its boozy counterparts: navigating the delicate balance of grape quality, climate and fermentation. But it adds  the challenges of removing or omitting alcohol. Nonalcoholic wine makers blend science and creativity to produce something entirely new.
Dealcoholized wines start out as traditional wines, with alcohol removed through processes such as vacuum distillation or reverse osmosis. These products often highlight grape varieties, regions, or vintages, offering a link to traditional winemaking. Though pure alcohol is, on its own, flavorless, removing it can drastically change a wine.
"Alcohol is a very important structural component in wine, as it contributes to its body and texture," says sober sommelier Abe Zarate. "Adding sugar to a dealcoholized wine can help mimic the texture and mouthfeel that alcohol usually provides."
In naturally sweet and sparkling wines, adding a little extra sugar adds body without much in the way of distraction, resulting in dupes convincing enough to trick you. However, in the realm of reds and bone-dry whites, the illusion isn't quite as compelling. But just because a nonalcoholic wine isn't a perfect mimic doesn't necessarily mean it's not massively enjoyable.
"We should first and foremost recognize only alcohol is alcohol, and they aren't going to taste the exact same," says Brown. "A corollary is we don't compare red wines to white wines. They're both wine, but exist in two discrete categories, and very rarely do they share the same characteristics."
Instead of taking the apples-to-oranges route when discussing dealcoholized wines, we should focus on what they, pardon the pun, bring to the table: artistry, creativity and the ability to connect people in meaningful ways. The inclusivity of nonalcoholic wine allows everyone -- whether they drink alcohol or not -- to join in rituals like toasts as well as partake in pairing wine with a meal.
"We need to shift the focus from what nonalcoholic wines lack to what they offer," says Zarate. "Just like their alcoholic counterparts, they provide a means for connection. Through that lens, you are not missing out on anything."
Nonalcoholic wine is inclusive by nature -- since everyone can drink it -- and the vocabulary we use to discuss it should match. These wines brim with unique characteristics a sharp palate can identify, and keeping our descriptions comprehensible ensures everyone feels smart enough to sip.
"The same tasting terms can apply, because they are both wine," says Brown. "But I prefer to use natural language. Using fruit terms like cherries or apples doesn't seem obscure or overly complicated. Saying 'tart' instead of 'tartaric acid,' and 'place' instead of 'terroir' might make it easier for consumers to navigate."
If you have a preexisting wine vocabulary, you should feel confident in using it to describe NA wines. The alcohol might be gone, and the body may be a little thinner, but plenty of the other characteristics -- body, dryness, fruitiness and other tasting notes -- are still there, ready for identification. Are you tasting slate? Mushrooms? Forest floor? Leather? Is there a hint of vanilla or black pepper? Focus on what's there, not what's absent. However, if you've never been one to agonize over the finer details of wine, there's no reason to start now. Be casual, be appreciative and, most importantly, be yourself. No one should ever feel like they're underqualified to drink something delicious.
NA wine reminds us that great beverages aren't solely about alcohol. They're about connection. Sitting down to share a meal or raise a glass is a deeply human experience that brings us together. By embracing NA wines on their own terms, and using terms everyone can understand, we create more opportunities for inclusion and community.
Nonalcoholic wine is not a lesser version of traditional wine; it's a category with its own stories, challenges, and triumphs. By celebrating it for what it is, we open the door to a richer, more inclusive wine culture -- one where everyone has a place at the table.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/01/16/na-wine-nonalcoholic-terminology-language/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Make this speedy chicken soup to help you through cold season
How to turn leftover roast or rotisserie chicken into soup, homemade stock and all.
By Daniela Galarza | 2025-01-16

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post )


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
I probably shouldn't put this in writing, but I did not get sick with a respiratory illness in 2024. I got close, though. One day in November, after a night spent near a drafty window, my head felt heavy and my throat scratchy. "I'm going to have some tea and take a nap," I told my partner, Joe. "Could you get me some chicken soup?"
What I really wanted was more specific than that: tender, bite-size pieces of chicken, onions, carrots, potatoes and celery floating in a hot bowl of homemade chicken broth, golden and glowing, rich with chicken fat and so much garlic, fragrant with fresh lemon juice and finely chopped tender herbs.
Get the recipe: Leftover Roast Chicken Soup
Joe knows me well enough to know that I didn't want a can of Campbell's; he brought home a jar of Rao's Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup. That did the trick. But it also got me thinking of what I'd want to be eating in bed when I do succumb to the next common cold.
The next day, with barely a tickle in my throat, I picked up a rotisserie chicken from a nearby shop. We ate half of it for lunch. As dusk approached, I picked the remaining meat off the bones, gathered the carcass, skin and scraps, and started on this recipe for Leftover Roast Chicken Soup.
Though you could use store-bought chicken broth or stock, this recipe is designed around a quick homemade stock made from the leftover roast chicken's bones and scraps. Here's how it goes: In a big pot, combine the bones and scraps from a partially eaten roast or rotisserie chicken with a lot of water and bring it to a boil. Sometimes I add a spoonful of chicken stock concentrate, such as Penzeys Chicken Soup Base, to enhance the flavor, but it's not necessary.
While the quick chicken stock simmers, I chop the vegetables.
Onions are the primary flavor in my ideal chicken soup, though garlic and carrots are similarly important. Celery, if I have it, is a really nice savory counterpoint to the sweetness of the carrots. Although I love chicken soups with rice, saltines, bread or noodles, potatoes are the carbohydrate co-star in this recipe.
After 40 minutes at a lively simmer, the stock gets strained and returned to the same pot over high heat. The chopped vegetables go in, along with some salt and pepper to taste. I love how the sharpness of the onions and garlic mellows as they cook. The potatoes, meanwhile, absorb those stronger flavors while their neat edges soften and tiny bits of potato slough off, gently thickening the soup.

It's optional, but if you want to amp up the flavor of this basic soup, make the gremolata and add a little to each bowl. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post )


The last step is to add the picked and pulled chicken meat. It's already well-cooked, so it only needs to be heated through.
After dinner, I ladled leftover soup into quart containers for freezing. "Do you know Justin Case?" I asked Joe. He cracked a smile. "This soup is for Justin Case. Just in case I catch a cold in the future and want some chicken soup!"
This basic chicken soup is satisfying on its own, especially for young children, someone with a very sore throat or anyone with an aversion to strong flavors. If you want more oomph, make the optional gremolata. It's just chopped fresh herbs, lemon juice, olive oil, garlic and seasonings, but it makes this simple soup into something special.
Get the recipe: Leftover Roast Chicken Soup
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Ask Sahaj: I resent my stepdaughter's and my grandkids' lack of manners 
Grandmother has a close relationship with most of her grandkids -- but not with her stepdaughter's kids. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-01-16

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj, I am a grandmother to three families with grandkids. Two of them have kids who are generous with homemade gifts, spending fun, quality time with us, and overall, we have a great relationship with them. The other family is my (otherwise wonderful) stepdaughter's, and she has two kids who have never offered one of their drawings to be taped up on our fridge. My stepdaughter complains that our home is like a tribute to the other grandkids because they give us handmade things for occasions.
I try to treat them all similarly by sending gifts for each birthday but haven't been thanked in years by my stepdaughter or her kids for items mailed or even given in person. She did text me four months after one of her daughters' birthdays saying they hadn't gotten anything from us. Without acknowledgment, we never know. We replaced the gift in person without getting thanks.
I've told my husband that their lack of manners has left me resentful and feeling used. He says it's a discussion he plans to have with my stepdaughter/his daughter, but it doesn't happen. So the beat goes on the same way. How do I come to terms with two of our grandchildren not being raised to say thank you or reciprocate with a simple gift in return?
-- Chewing Glass
Chewing Glass: Since you are urging your husband to talk to your stepdaughter, it makes me think that talking to her directly doesn't feel totally comfortable to you. Why is that? What has your relationship with her been like historically and how might that be amplifying these issues with her kids? Even more, if there are two parents in the picture, it's not just on your stepdaughter to raise the kids with manners. Zooming out may help prevent you from instinctually zeroing in on your stepdaughter being the problem.
Your grandkids not "being raised to say thank you" might feel like the problem, but to me, it seems like the issues are your relationship -- or lack thereof -- with your stepdaughter and your husband's passivity in helping quell the tension between you and her.
If your stepdaughter is the only stepchild you have, I wonder if there's something else at play that reinforces this "otherness" she feels. This doesn't excuse her from any accountability of having to actively bridge the relationship with you and her kids, but it may be possible other hesitations come up for her in a relationship with you, and it surfaces as "complaining" or pointing out how you "do more" for the other kids.
What would it look like to strengthen the relationship you have with her? This may mean making more of an effort, generally, to have a relationship with her, or choosing to focus on the positives in the relationship you do have with her and her kids. If that doesn't feel like enough, consider being honest with her. Just remember that you want to approach the conversation with care, not with the intention to "prove" that you treat all your grandkids similarly.
You can say, "I love you and [grandkids names], and it's important to me to have a relationship with you and them. Sometimes, you make comments that make me worry you feel like I love you and [her kids' names] less than [other grandkids' names]. I can't bear the thought of that and wanted to talk about it with you." You may even go on in the conversion to point out, "Sometimes I feel unappreciated because I don't hear anything or get a thank you when I send gifts or try to reach out." The goal here would be to connect with her individually and build a more intimate and generous relationship with her. You may even tell her kids directly, "I'd love some artwork from you to hang up in the house. Would you want to make me something?"
Now, you may decide you want your husband to do the talking or be there when you broach this conversation with your stepdaughter. It's possible he doesn't realize how much this dynamic is affecting you. I encourage you to kindly and vulnerably tell him that something needs to change and  you would appreciate working together to create a realistic, yet more specific and time-bound, plan on approaching his daughter.
You've been stuck in limbo and the only way for something to change is for something to change. So take some time now to consider how you can approach your stepdaughter and her kids differently, or how to have a more structured plan in place with your husband. Good luck!
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Miss Manners: We've run out of excuses to skip chatty friend's parties 
Letter writer feels bad about skipping a couple's parties.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-01-16
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I are frequently invited to another couple's parties. We are all gay, male seniors. One member of this couple seems to be going through some cognitive issues. He tells everyone assembled the same lengthy jokes and goes on and on about his religious and political views, always offending some present.
We have run out of excuses to skip these parties, and sometimes just attend for an hour or two, mostly out of compassion for his husband. He presents a lovely buffet and must be struggling with his husband's challenges. We bring a gift on the few times we attend.
We don't want to tell the husband why we would rather not attend future parties for fear of being cruel. My husband and I are disabled and not able to entertain. Even if we could, having them over would end up driving us to distraction, divorce or worse. Do you have any ideas on a better way to handle all of this? Are we boors for not reciprocating?
Someone evidently told you it would be a virtue to be honest with your hosts about why you dread their parties, but it was not Miss Manners. She is relieved that you have not done so.
It would not only be cruel, it would be rude and self-serving -- assuming it was meant to justify your feeling good about staying home. Spelling out the issue would also be pointless, as the unimpaired spouse is only too aware of the impact his partner's behavior is having on their social life.
The virtue is in what you are doing: namely, putting up with as much of the behavior as you can, because you feel for one spouse and believe the behavior of the other is beyond his control.
Dear Miss Manners: My fiance and I moved to a new neighborhood, and our neighbors have been really friendly, dropping by to introduce themselves.
One of our neighbors really likes to talk and comes over a little more frequently. One night, he rang the doorbell at 9 p.m. just as we were sitting down to a late dinner (we had been painting all day). He was bringing us some oranges from his tree. He chatted with us for about 10 minutes and then left.
After he was gone, I started wondering: Are we supposed to always invite our neighbors inside when they come over? We're still unpacking, our house is far from tidy and sometimes when they stop by, it's at an inconvenient time. At the same time, I don't want to be considered rude.
You cannot reasonably be expected to receive uninvited guests -- particularly after a recent move -- so there is nothing wrong with accepting the oranges and saying, "We look forward to being able to have you over when we are unpacked and ready for guests."
Miss Manners is only relieved that your neighbor also had the good manners -- and situational awareness -- to leave after 10 minutes. She was afraid, when you mentioned the time, that your question was going to be how to perform a polite eviction.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: A negative paternity test and a breakup leads to no contact
A DNA test revealed he's not his ex's child's father. Now, his ex is ghosting him.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-01-16
Dear Eric: I took a DNA test with an ex. The child is five. My ex gave me issues about it for years but finally caved in. We remained friends. Now that it's verified that I'm not the child's father, what do I do? The mother didn't even show up in court for the results. Do I reach out?
She has four other kids I've built a great bond with over the past six years. Even though we're no longer intimate, I offer my assistance, visit, call, etc. Do I disappear?
When I meet my next person, how do I explain this? My ex didn't want a relationship, and I love her and the kids. I want a family. They want to forget about me. I just want to do the right thing.
-- Confused Paternity
Paternity: It sounds like your ex is communicating the boundary that's most healthy for her right now and you should respect it. That doesn't mean disappearing but rather acknowledging to her that you see the distance and asking what, if any, contact she wants for you and her kids. Then follow that.
I'm sure this is painful and I'm really sorry. You've built relationships with these kids. It will be hard to grieve that, and I'd encourage you to talk about the feelings of loss with friends or loved ones you trust. Even though the child was not yours, there was likely a big part of you that felt connected as a father would be.
However, something has happened between you and your ex that indicates a lot of mixed messages, at the very least. She gave you "issues" about the test and didn't come to the results hearing; is it possible she knew you weren't the father, and you weren't ready to accept that?
People are sometimes only in our lives for a season. It will help you, your ex, and her kids for you to process the feelings you have about the dissolution of this relationship before attempting to reconnect.
Dear Eric: I am a recovering alcoholic who has thankfully been sober for more than three years now. I've had to go through many consequences for my actions through that turbulent period of my life and am happily through them and moving forward.
I've lost a few close friends from childhood who witnessed the whole thing, and I admit that I said some pretty mean things during that time. They, understandably, decided to "ghost" me completely and ceased all communication with me a year before I finally sobered up. It hurt to lose their friendships so suddenly, but I came to understand that I was at fault and accepted their decisions.
Focusing on career instead of just partying has led me to a burgeoning success in my field and I am beginning to reap some real spoils. Spoils that I enjoy sharing with family and friends as I have always been very generous. Since word has spread that I'm in a really good place now, some of those who "ghosted" me are now trying to come back into my life. I hold no anger toward them whatsoever, but I find myself doubting some of their intentions.
I don't resent any of them but accepting the consequences of losing their relationships is a big part of my recovery. Decisions were made and they should be respected and, in my case, learned from, for all to move forward in our now separate lives.
I attempted to make amends earlier in my recovery but none of them acknowledged they received my apologies. And I have no desire to keep beating myself up by repeating my apologies. Do I owe any of them an explanation for my decision to not reply to their requests to meet up to catch up?
-- Ghosted
Ghosted: If welcoming these people back into your life is going to trigger you, or add to a narrative that threatens your sobriety, it's fine to stay away. You don't owe them an explanation more than "it's best for my recovery that we stay apart." But I'm seeing some unresolved feelings in your letter, particularly about their resistance to your amends. Do you really not resent them?
Try to separate the narrative about your present professional success from the narrative about these fractured friendships. You all have unfinished business. You write that they "understandably" ghosted you but ask yourself if that's something you really do accept.
Similarly, talk to your sponsor about the incomplete amends. No one is required to accept an amends. But now that they're reestablishing contact, it will help you to be able to acknowledge what you did wrong and talk with them about how you can find resolution. Then, you can decide if you want to continue on together or go your separate ways.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Try a long-distance relationship after swearing never again?
A new guy has this letter writer wondering whether it's worth trying to make a long-distance relationship work again.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-01-16

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I married someone after dating mostly long-distance, but there were compatibility issues that were hidden by the distance, and it didn't last.
After several years of not meeting anyone I really, really liked post-divorce, I met someone who seems to be a great match for me. And, after seven months of dating, he is about to take a job that requires so much travel, it will basically become long-distance, and we don't live that close to begin with.
How do I decide whether to try this again, as it is the one thing I swore I would never do again? Adding to the problem, I am in love with him and he is not there yet. I don't want to do the distance unless both of us feel strongly about the other and want it to end up in the same place.
I understand there are no guarantees. He says he really likes me and thinks it is worth the investment to try long-distance. I'm not sure "really likes me" is enough. I don't want to be drilling him with questions about how *exactly* he feels and what he wants if we "worked out." But last time, I paid a lot of attention to how much I liked the guy and not enough attention to how much he liked or prioritized me back.
Adding to my concerns, the current guy occasionally gets distracted, and our very frequent contact will suddenly completely disappear for a week or so. He is a widower with teenagers, so there are somewhat understandable reasons, but the sudden changes in contact level leave me very unsettled and feeling a little expendable, though most of the time I feel loved, valued and respected -- and am laughing and smiling nonstop.
Long-distance would be a total leap of faith, and it terrifies me to think I would put myself through this for someone who won't ever actually love me back.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Whoo. My general takeaway from your letter is that embracing independence for its own sake -- vs. just for lack of a good-enough guy -- would be the kindest thing to do for yourself. Your little boat seems to rock with every ripple in this relationship, and that's not good for you even if the guy is wonderful and loves you silly.
There is a level of security where someone doesn't call you for a week and you do miss it, but you don't feel "expendable" -- meaning you take it as a sign about his busy schedule (shrug) ... and then if it persists, okay, as a sign about your relationship (ouch). But never, ever as a measure of your worth.
For some people, remaining single for a period/indefinitely/ever after is a way of getting to that point. Just the repetitive and reinforcing act of living a full life under one's own steam can help people recognize they are complete as-is.
For others, it may take some therapy to get there. If you have access to counseling, then that's what I suggest.
Maybe his travel is a gift, exactly the freedom you need to work on living independently while still dating, just dating, this guy. Forcing some work you maybe didn't do post-divorce, while you were looking instead?
Neither decision -- staying together vs. breaking up over the new "long-distance" job -- is good or bad on its own, and it's too soon to base it on being in love or not. It's purely a matter of self-knowledge: What do you trust yourself to handle? No one is worth having if it means losing yourself.
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Nathalie Dupree, Southern cooking queen who mentored women, dies at 85 
Nathalie Dupree's TV shows and cookbooks helped spark a nationwide interest in modern Southern cuisine.
By Emily Heil, Tim Carman | 2025-01-15
Virginia Willis comes from a long line of family cooks, women who knew their way around a Southern kitchen. Willis thought she was a decent home cook when she began an unpaid apprenticeship with Nathalie Dupree, working on a Georgia public television cooking show in the early 1990s.
"Nathalie Dupree took me out of my mother's kitchen, and I don't mean that as disparaging to my mom," said Willis, the James Beard Award-winning cookbook author and chef.
"She taught me French technique," Willis said. "She would have me whip egg whites in a copper bowl and hold it over my head to see if they were whipped enough. Upside down over my head."
The anecdote encapsulates much of what the culinary world loved about Dupree, who died Monday in Raleigh, North Carolina, at age 85: She was generous with the knowledge she had accumulated over a lifetime, especially to younger generations of women, a group Dupree referred to as her "little chickens." But Dupree was also a little cheeky, a little tough and absolutely uncompromising about dishes and the proper techniques to prepare them.
Often referred to as the "queen of Southern cooking" -- a title bestowed on her by Southern Living magazine -- Dupree was a Southerner not by birth, but by choice. Born in New Jersey in 1939 and raised from an early age in Virginia, Dupree would come to embrace the region's cuisine and the generations of women, Black and White, who shaped it. She championed the food in her 15 cookbooks, hundreds of television shows and in the countless people she mentored, whether in cooking classes or just in daily conversations.
"If you want to mark the most important careers of the last 50 years and you want to think about who within the world of food has had the biggest impact on how Southerners see themselves -- and how the world sees Southerners -- I think Nathalie's in the top tier of that number," said writer John T. Edge, former director of Southern Foodways Alliance.

Dupree in the living room of her Charleston, South Carolina, home in 2013. (Joe Yonan/The Washington Post)



Dupree's goat butter biscuits. See link to recipe below. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Get the recipe: Nathalie Dupree's Goat Butter Biscuits
"You could make a good case that she's had the deepest influence through her television shows and through her books," Edge added.
In those, viewers and readers saw an assured cook whose techniques had been honed at Le Cordon Bleu culinary school in London. In the mid-1980s, Southern food was maligned in much of the country as little more than fried chicken and collards. But with the TV show "New Southern Cooking With Nathalie Dupree" and an eventual cookbook of the same name, she helped showcase its breadth and contemporary relevance, featuring such dishes as grilled duck with muscadine sauce and kicking off a nationwide culinary movement.
Her approach was never elitist. "She did not seem like some kind of deity handing down knowledge, but instead an everywoman trying to figure this out alongside you, the viewer of her television show," Edge said.
In fact, her shows featured plenty of on-air missteps -- dropping items, getting dough stuck in her diamond rings, jostling prep bowls, struggling to peel garlic -- that only made her more relatable. Cynthia Graubart, who produced Dupree's first show for PBS Georgia and became a lifelong collaborator and friend, said fans connected with her kitchen mistakes, seeing themselves in them. "Thank God that audiences fell in love with her foibles in the kitchen, because there were tons," Graubart said.
Friends said the charmingly daffy persona she showed viewers was exactly what you got in real life. "You never know where Nathalie is going with a train of thought," wrote novelist and friend Pat Conroy in "The Pat Conroy Cookbook." "You simply know that the train will not be on time, will carry many passengers, and will eventually collide with a food truck stalled somewhere down the line on damaged tracks."
But her Southern lilt and often-scattered demeanor belied a flinty and plainspoken side that sometimes came off as abrasive behind the scenes -- particularly to men who expected a Southern woman to be less steel and more magnolia. "She very much ran up against the good old boy network," Graubart recalled of their early television days. "You know, 'Hey, pretty lady, you just sit down and we'll get it all worked out for you.' And that was not at all who Nathalie was."
"If you spoke up, you got branded as difficult or hard to work with," Graubart added. "Some people, people like Nathalie, are easily targeted for that kind of thing -- you know, 'She's mean,' or 'She's a pain.' Things we wouldn't say about a man."
In an era when women were supposed to know their place, Dupree carved a more ambitious path. She faced numerous traumas and challenges as a child -- an abusive father, a former colonel in the U.S. Army; a chaotic home life in which she was raised largely by a single mother; and financial hardships -- that seemed to shape her personality. She didn't seek the kind of security found in full-time employment with benefits. Instead, she took the risk to build her own career.
She hunted for sponsors for her TV cooking shows. She wrote cookbooks. She ran a cooking school in Atlanta for 10 years. In the early 1970s, she even operated an eponymous restaurant with her then-husband, David Dupree, in the back of an antiques store in Social Circle, Georgia, about 45 miles southeast of Atlanta. It was funded in part by Dupree's work delivering newspapers from her car.
Friends remember Dupree, fueled by what Graubart called "ever-present" Diet Cokes, as always hustling. That influenced a younger generation of women who would start their own businesses, such as Hanna Raskin, founder of the Food Section, an award-winning newsletter that covers the South's underserved communities.
"In the trunk of her car, she always had her books," Raskin remembered of Dupree. "She really taught me that, as a woman, you have to talk yourself up all the time -- and the other women around you."
Dupree empowered women while embracing the kitchen.

Dupree and Virginia Willis at Dupree's apartment in Raleigh, North Carolina. (Virginia Willis)


While working on his 2017 book, "The Potlikker Papers: A Food History of the Modern South," Edge had access to Dupree's personal papers. He found one page, date unknown, on which Dupree had apparently typed up her thoughts after speaking to a men's group the night before. The gist, as Edge recalls in "The Potlikker Papers," was that the person who decides what, when and where food will be eaten wields the power in a household.
"I know this because I'm a Southern woman and for us the only place to wield power was in the home -- more specifically in the kitchen," Dupree wrote. "Blacks knew this too. Keep a white man happy, be you slave or woman, and your lot in life will be better -- you may even be able to get some of what you want."
These kind of observations helped develop what Edge calls Dupree's brand of "subversive feminism."
"She came of age in a generation of women who were told that the kitchen was to be their life," Edge said in an interview. "She recognized that and said to a generation of women: The kitchen can be your vocation. It need not be a sentence to drudgery, but a vocation and a livelihood."
Dupree could be both genteel and confrontational, and she could be tough even on the women she mentored.
Toni Tipton-Martin, a food journalist who has since penned a number of cookbooks and is now editor in chief of Cook's Country, recalls Dupree seeking her out after they met about 25 years ago. "She befriended me in a way that sometimes she would challenge me," Tipton-Martin said. "She'd sit in the front row of one of my talks, and then later she'd say, 'All right, we have to talk about that.' Other times, she would say, 'That was really good, do that again.'"
Dupree was known for her ability to bring people together, whether at the legendary parties she threw -- where politicians mingled with chefs and writers over such signature Dupree dishes as shrimp and grits, orange slices in caramel and her famous biscuits -- or in the many organizations she helped found.
In 1978, along with Julia Child, Jacques Pepin and Martin Yan, she founded the International Association of Culinary Professionals, which began as an organization for cooking schools but grew to encompass the wider culinary community. She was one of the original 50 people who in 1999 launched Southern Foodways Alliance, whose aim was "to preserve and enhance the great food heritage of the South." (Though in typical Dupree style, she sometimes clashed with organizers as she sought more focus on home cooks.) She established several chapters of Les Dames d'Escoffier, an organization supporting women in culinary fields. (In memory of Dupree, the group's Atlanta chapter is accepting donations to its scholarship fund for young female culinarians.) And she was the founding chairwoman of the Charleston Wine + Food Festival.
Graubart suspects Dupree's interest in creating support networks was rooted in the lack of them in her early life. Her mother was not encouraging of her aspirations, warning her that "ladies didn't work in restaurants," Dupree wrote in her 2019 book, "Nathalie Dupree's Favorite Stories & Recipes."
"I think it was so important to her to help young women in the culinary field, because she was very much alone in the past," Graubart said.
Dupree liked to use a metaphor about pork chops to describe how women needed to help one another: A single pork chop cooking in a skillet can go dry. But if you cook two pork chops in the skillet, she said, the fat from each one helps the other.

One of Dupree's books, written with Marion Sullivan, focused on a classic Lowcountry dish, shrimp and grits, in many forms. (Julia Ewan/The Washington Post)



Dupree's shrimp and grits with spinach and tomatoes. (Matthew Mead/AP)


Tipton-Martin said that when Dupree first took an interest in her, she wasn't sure why. Throughout her career, the older woman served as a sounding board and cheerleader, even on Tipton-Martin's book "The Jemima Code," which explored the way Black women's culinary contributions, particularly to Southern cuisine, had been erased and misrepresented.
"I asked her, why did you befriend me and mentor me on a project that in some ways casts a shadow over White Southern women in the kitchen?" Tipton-Martin recalled. "And she said, 'Because that's the appropriate thing to do.'"
Dupree delighted in the successes of her mentees -- but she also "definitely wanted to take some credit," Graubart said.
In fact, Dupree introduced Graubart to her now-husband and often liked to remind the younger woman that she wouldn't have children if not for her. Even a few weeks before Dupree's death, Graubart and her husband were visiting when he left the room to fetch something. "And she looked at me and she said, 'I did good,'" Graubart recalled.
Survivors include Dupree's husband, Jack Bass; their children, Audrey Thiault (Pierre-Henri), Ken Bass (Antoinette), David Bass (Bonnie) and Liz Broadway (Joel); her sister, Marie Louise Meyer; her brother, James Gordon Meyer (Nancy June); seven grandchildren; and the man she called her "favorite former-husband," David Dupree, according to the obituary on the Dignity Memorial website.
Ultimately, Tipton-Martin said, she came to understand that Dupree was motivated mainly by affection and even love for those she helped cultivate.
"Over time, as I watched her move around in the world, I understood that the things she was doing for me weren't an expression of some kind of White guilt or something," Tipton-Martin said. "It was that she cared for me, and so she wanted me to succeed."

Dupree in 2010. (Bruce Smith/AP)
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Husband booked a gig on night of my 50th birthday party. Hax readers give advice.
Husband thinks it's okay to miss some of partner's 50th birthday bash because it wasn't in the family calendar.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-01-15

Carolyn Hax. (Washington Post illustration)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My thoughtful husband has taken up music in the past couple of years, which I love and support. About twice a month he plays local "open mic" style shows for fun and fundraising, along with other gigs. Today he mentioned he accepted an invite to a special fundraiser a month from now. But, oops, that's my 50th birthday and the night of the 100-person bash I've been planning for six months. It's kind of a big deal -- I'm shy and have never thrown a big birthday party. I invited his band to perform a paid set, but they said no for equipment reasons.
Now he's upset I asked him not to go to this fundraiser because he doesn't want to let down the band. He feels he's not at fault because I didn't put my birthday in the family calendar. *If* they can secure the opening spot, he can make it to my party only 30 minutes late. I'm worried that's wishful thinking. He'd also have to back out of helping me set up for the party.
I'm honestly not precious about my birthday. Last year he accidentally accepted an invite to a hockey game on my birthday -- no biggie, I just moved our restaurant reservation. I do care that when I asked him to honor his commitment to a party that can't be moved, he acted like something I really care about (and am also super nervous about!) wasn't his priority.
The world won't end if he misses some of the party. I have to get a friend to help me set up, and it would mean a lot to have him there. Is it too much to ask that he not try to do both things?
-- Happy Birthday to Me
Happy Birthday to Me: Please reread your letter. You are defending yourself like you did something wrong by asking your husband to not skip your milestone birthday and the party he knows you have been planning. Your letter is filled with so many apologies for taking up space in your own life. You get to want things! You matter! This is not all about what your husband wants.
The problem here isn't just your husband, it's that you don't think you deserve better. You do. You should be an equal partner in your marriage, and your partner should be supporting you as much as you support him. From here, all I'm seeing is one person supporting and the other person taking, taking and taking.
If your husband doesn't go to your birthday, then please tell your friends exactly why he isn't there and watch their faces when they hear it. You need to see that what he is doing isn't normal. It's not how a supportive, loving partner responds. He's twisting things to make it seem like you're being unreasonable to ask to be first for one day. If this isn't typical behavior for him, then I imagine it's only because you don't ask to be put first often.
-- First
Happy Birthday to Me: I am a widow who was married to a wonderful and successful musician for many years. It took a lot of getting used to. I came to understand this is who he was. When he committed to a gig with the band, he was not going to back out unless he was hospitalized. There was advertising involved, deposits, contracts, tickets, etc. He took his commitments very seriously, and that was one reason I loved and respected him so much. My job in health care meant I often worked holidays and weekends. We spent many a New Year's Eve apart, but we loved our marriage and supported each other.
I did love going to watch him play. He was so good at it, and it gave him so much joy. And he supported me in all the things I love. I understand you are hurt about this. This sounds to me like an honest scheduling screw up. Your husband is new at this, but I encourage you to support him, as long as he is supportive of your interests as well.
-- JC
Happy Birthday to Me: As I've learned the hard way, you can't force your husband (or anyone else, really) to care about something they really don't care about. Doesn't make him the bad guy, just someone whose priorities don't align with yours and vice versa. Perhaps you should use the occasion of this milestone birthday to figure out if this is the person with whom you want to spend the rest of your life.
-- Lollo
Happy Birthday to Me: Your husband feels more comfortable disappointing you because you have a long history of forgiving and loving him despite his flaws. He has no such history with the new people in his life, so he's afraid they won't forgive and forget. He sees the repercussions of disappointing you as less severe, so he's taking advantage of you. Been there, done that, so I know it's not right.
He needs to face his insecurity, own up to his mistake like the adult he is and take the repercussions -- which may not materialize or have lasting impact. He needs to remember you are more important to him than his friends and treat you as such.
-- Guilty As Charged
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Gatekeeping the 'Sex and the City' stoop
The very real residents of Carrie Bradshaw's brownstone will get some protection from overzealous fans.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2025-01-15

The owner of 66 Perry Street in New York has been granted permission to install a gate in front of the stoop to keep overzealous "Sex and the City" fans from bothering the building's residents. (Alena Veasey/Shutterstock)


Carrie Bradshaw once said that "Beauty is fleeting, but a rent-controlled apartment overlooking the park is forever."
Also forever, it would seem? The interest in the "Sex and the City" character's stoop in Manhattan's Greenwich Village historic district. (In the show, Bradshaw lives on the Upper East Side, but the exterior used for filming is actually farther south -- that's showbiz!)
Now, the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission has granted the building's owner, Barbara Lorber, permission to install a steel and iron gate at the foot of her brownstone stoop to prevent lookie-loos from climbing the stairs and bothering the building's residents. Because the building is part of a historic district, she needed the commission's approval for the gate, which will have a style in keeping with the facade of the rest of the building.
"That house shouldn't be gated," Lorber said in an emotional statement at a hearing Monday in front of the commission, adding, "I had hoped for literally decades that this would pass but at this point, I think even someone as stubborn as I am has to admit that this isn't going away in the near future."

Carrie Bradshaw's apartment from Sex and The City on Perry Street, Greenwich Village, New York City, USA. (Alex Segre//Universal Images Group/Getty Images)


What, exactly, do the residents of the famous brownstone face? The home is now a "global tourist destination," Lorber wrote in the letter, first reported by the newsletter Feed Me. She added that day and night, she experienced visitors taking flash photos, talking loudly, posting to social media and "just celebrating the moment." Some have added graffiti or carved their initials into the doorframe, she added.
Lorber has already installed a metal chain on the stoop with a sign that reads "Private Property -- No Trespassing." In her letter she notes that while the chain deters some visitors, others "climb over the chain, pose, dance or lie down on the steps, climb to the top to stare in the Parlor windows, try to open the main entrance door, or, when drunk late at night, ring the doorbells."
When she agreed in the late 1990s to let a "young location scout" use the building's exterior for "Sex and the City," mostly because she felt sorry for him, "no one knew the show would turn into anything long lasting ... much less, the iconic fantasy vehicle and touchstone for NYC's magic that it has become," she wrote. The show premiered in 1998 and, over the course of its six seasons, became a juggernaut for HBO, followed by two movies, a prequel and a sequel that is still on the air.
The residents at 66 Perry Street aren't the only people who experience disturbances from overzealous fans. Many people who live in famous homes face similar nuisances. Thousands of people have visited the Albuquerque house where "Breaking Bad" antihero Walter White lived. While the owners at first enjoyed the novelty of their home's celebrity, they soon soured on the experience and installed a fence in front of the driveway and a security camera. Now, they've decided it's time to sell, and the home is on the market for more than 10 times the home's value, courtesy of its connection with the popular show.
"You're living in a fishbowl," says Tommy Avallone, director of "The House From ...," a documentary about famous homes. "People are constantly looking at your house, taking pictures of your house ... People feel very, very connected to these houses." These locations also can become spontaneous memorials, as when mourners gathered outside the "Friends" apartment after the death of star Matthew Perry.
Avallone featured 66 Perry Street in his documentary and confirms the visitors to the property are "nonstop."
The Landmarks Preservation Commission unanimously approved the bid for a gate on the Manhattan stoop.
Lorber, who purchased the building in 1978 and restored the late Italianate facade in the early 1980s, said at the hearing that she didn't want to dissuade visitors entirely: "Take all the pictures you wish standing on the street, but please don't climb into our space."
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Taco Bell's new chicken nuggets sounded good. Then we tried them.
Who has the best fast-food chicken nuggets? We tested Taco Bell's new nuggets against those from McDonald's, KFC, Chick-fil-A, Burger King and Wendy's.
By Emily Heil | 2025-01-15
While chicken sandwiches have been the darlings of the fast-food circuit for the last few years, another drive-though poultry staple is suddenly reminding us that it's been here all along.
Are we in the midst of a nugg-aissance?
The humble chicken nugget is getting new attention, with the debut last month of Taco Bell's unlikely addition to its lineup, a tortilla-chip-breaded nugget. And chains are innovating, coming up with novel saucy and spicy versions of their classics.
Nuggets are versatile -- they can be a serviceable snack when you (or your kids) are hangry, a meal in a pinch, even an entertaining showpiece (I'm obsessed with the parties that designer Javier Burkle throws where he serves fast-food tenders on silver platters with sauces in gorgeous gravy boats).
There's something a bit retro about the new appeal of a menu item whose popularity reached a fever pitch in the 1980s. A 1986 story in The Washington Post headlined "Nugget Mania" declaring the food to be "the hot dogs of the '80s" included this prescient line, which seems even more relevant circa 2024: "We have less time to cook, less time to chew and an increasing ability to digest only bite-sized pieces, be it food or information."
Now that even Taco Bell, which is better known for its titular menu items, is winging into the nugget game, we decided to take stock of the field and taste the offerings from the largest chains.
Now, there are two categories of nuggets: those that comprise a sort of chicken paste that makes for a more uniform filling and those that employ whole pieces of chicken meat, and we included both in our survey. I'm partial to the latter, but as you can see, less processing doesn't guarantee a good nugg.
Here's how they ranked:
Note: Prices listed below reflect those at Washington-area restaurants. Prices vary by location.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post )


The newest entry into the nugget derby was unquestionably the worst. Which was too bad, because these sounded promising, like a Mexican-ish riff on the classic format: Whole bits of chicken are marinated in jalapeno buttermilk and breaded with tortilla chips, according to the Bell's marketing folks. But I was wary as soon as I opened the clamshell; the coating on these guys was of a strangely uneven color, with dark spots appearing randomly. I determined that this wasn't a one-off, since it occurred in two orders on different days (and confirmed by pics some others have posted online). And in one of my orders, several nuggets sported what looked like bald spots, where the breading had come off before frying, leaving off-putting dried-out patches on the bird flesh.
Looks weren't deceiving, either. These nuggets were as tough as the box they came in (that's a guess, seeing as I didn't attempt a nibble of the cardboard). And the prevailing flavor was tortilla chip, which made me wish I had just ... ordered nachos? It could be that Taco Bell simply isn't as dialed in on its deep fryers as its competitors are, but whatever the reason, these aren't cause for anyone to, as Taco Bell exhorts us, "think outside the bun."
($3.99/5; $6.99/10)
Here's another chain that should probably just stick to its eponymous business model. The nuggets were no royalty -- they were flat, flavorless and forgettable. The only note I could detect in the breading was, in at least one order, of overused fryer oil. And the interior, what little of it there was (did I mention these looked like they'd been run over by a steamroller?), was spongy. In these times of rising prices and budget-minding, it's not irrelevant to note that these are the cheapest birds in the coop. Still, no matter the price, I wouldn't call these sad snacks a bargain.
($1.59/4; $2.99/8; $5.39/16)
These were paler and rounder than others I tried, and seemed like they were aping the success of Chick-fil-A's nuggs (although Wendy's doesn't use whole chicken pieces, unlike its apparent inspo source). I found these to be softer than most of the competitors, which I didn't mind. But these were the most likely to have the breading separate from the filling, which might be handy for that small cult of people who like to peel their nuggets (yes, they exist!) but a turnoff for the rest of us who consume them like normal humans. Scant seasoning makes it easy to see why the chain now offers saucy nuggets -- they're probably better as a sauce-conveying vehicle than a stand-alone dish.
($2.69/4; $3.39/6; $5.59/10)
Admittedly, nostalgia might have factored into my appreciation for these classic specimens. The Golden Arches, after all, popularized the now-ubiquitous term "chicken nuggets" when it introduced them nationally in 1983, and since then they have become a staple of kid-dom for many, myself included. They aren't all that flavorful, with no discernible spices. But for me, it's the breading -- a light tempura batter that stays crisp long after you've left the drive-through -- that makes them special. Surprisingly, no other chain has tried to replicate it.
($2.99/4; $3.79/6; $7.79/10; $10.79/20)
The colonel's chicken chain went years without nuggets on its menu before adding them in 2023, which seems impossible to fathom given how popular nuggets have become in the fast-food galaxy over the last few decades. These relative newbies clearly share the DNA of their bone-in forebears, cloaked in an identical breading that famously contains a secret blend of 11 herbs and spices. That made for a super-flavorful nugg, and with chicken that's juicy and obviously well-seasoned itself, this instantly earned a spot ahead of most of the flock. I also liked their deep golden-brown color and the craggy shape, which offered nooks and crannies for an extra crunch factor.
($3.99/5; $5.99/8 or 10; $7.99/12; $22.99/36; $34.99/50)

Chicken nuggets from center: Chick-Fil-A; KFC and McDonald's; Wendy's, Burger King and Taco Bell.


This fast-growing chain offers a distinct style of chicken: The breading is lighter than many competitors and the bird itself is juicy and flavorful. A persistent rumor credits the latter to a pickle brine, but a peek at the ingredient list -- which doesn't include vinegar -- indicates that's probably just the stuff of legend. Instead, you can probably chalk it up to that sugar, salt and MSG.
Whatever alchemy the chicken wizards are getting up to, the result was one irresistible nugget -- that is, if you can stomach the brand's history of donations to anti-LGBTQ+ groups and its CEO's opposition to same-sex marriage. The nuggets weren't as crunchy as McDonald's or KFC's -- I'd describe them as tender, if that word didn't confuse things too much. (The chain also sells chicken tenders, which I found inferior to its nuggets.)
($3.75/5; $5.95/8; $8.09/12; $20.19)
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Cooking chat: Can you help me love canned tuna when my brain thinks 'cat food'?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-01-15

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/01/15/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dining chat: Are branches of famous restaurants as good as the original?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-01-15
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Travel around the world -- and the Beltway -- with D.C.'s best hand pies
Pastry-wrapped comfort food from Kenya, Turkey, Cuba and more.
By Warren Rojas, Gabe Hiatt | 2025-01-15

An assortment of savory pasties from the Pure Pasty Co. in Vienna. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


It's such a perfect fit.
Luscious fillings wrapped in golden-brown dough. A warm pastry nestled in the palm of your hand. An extra-flaky shell that reveals its baked-in secrets bite after delicious bite.
Savory hand pies are pocket-size panaceas that quash hunger like it's their job.
They're referred to by different monikers across the globe -- samosas in India, boreks in Eastern Europe, empanadas in Latin America -- but they all deliver the same indulgence, the culinary equivalent of a bear hug from Grandma.
We tracked down the best around the Beltway. And they demonstrate why these self-contained meals are beloved around the world.

A trio of seasoned crab-, salmon- and beef-filled pastries from Samosa Supreme. (Warren Rojas/The Washington Post)


A taste of Kenya? In Bowie?
Your tour guides are Rose Musonye-Smith and Jayne Musonye, the entrepreneurial siblings behind Samosa Supreme. Musonye-Smith credits the proprietary Kenyan spices, Scotch bonnet peppers and trio of saucing agents -- onions, scallions and cilantro -- that flavor all their cooking with conjuring true tastes of home. She bills the spicy beef royale as the top seller, but the zesty samaki salmon absolutely sings. The crisp shell gives way to salmon drenched in hot peppers and chives, the fragrant fish luring one in while creeper heat builds throughout. Wahala beef is even bolder, the crumbled beef and sauteed vegetables blazing their path down the gullet. The only thing mild about a crab version is the restrained seasoning; it's otherwise packed with tender pulled crabmeat. Complementary sides include zesty jollof rice, spinach-laced emerald rice, and a sweet rice seeded with nuts and raisins.
14207 Old Annapolis Rd., Bowie. samosasupreme.com. (Pastries $4 to $9.)

Aboveground at Union Market. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Union Market's remarkable curry fish puff is a tribute to the street food that Aboveground chef and founder Nicholas Martino says he devoured while working in Singapore. "Definitely inspiration that came from Malaysian heritage," he says of the seafood snack that stuck with him after nearly two years abroad opening the English House for his mentor, renowned British chef Marco Pierre White.
While composing his own menu, which includes a hearty shepherd's pie, Martino realized he had all the ingredients (puff pastry dough, fresh Alaskan cod for fish and chips, madras curry for chicken tikka masala dishes) to re-create the roadside snack. He just added curry mayo for dipping. "I have customers that come just for that," he says of the crunchy triangle shielding flaky white cod bathed in piquant sauce.  "It's soul-fulfilling," he adds. Customers also dig his buttery sausage rolls. "It's the ultimate hangover cure," Martino says of his egg-washed, dough-wrapped banger. "We bake them fresh all day."
1309 Fifth St. NE. abovegrounddc.com. (Pastries $6 to $15.)
Mola celebrates its Panamanian roots at every turn, specializing in boozy rum- and coffee-spiked cocktails and the fluffy fry bread known as hojaldra. But the pepper steak empanada, encased in fried masa, incorporates elements of Chinese cuisine.
The nixtamalized corn produces a denser and sweeter husk than the traditional flour used to surround a spicy chickpea-packed offering and tasty curried chicken pocket. Inside the masa resides diced steak, lean but still meaty, bolstered by an intoxicating ginger-garlic sauce. An initial bite releases a warning puff of steam (no stopping now), while the last sparks immediate regret that the East-West summit is over (order another one!). Neither the pepper steak nor the curry chicken needs to be dunked in the accompanying zesty red hot sauce or mellowing green condiment, but both benefit from a dash of either.
2438 18th St. NW. molaempanada.com. (Pastries $6 to $15.)

Stella Williams, Trinity Bergeron and Harper Matthews enjoy happy hour at Bammy's. (Hector Emanuel for The Washington Post)


Can't escape to Montego Bay to savor a piping-hot beef patty and chase it with a frosty Red Stripe? Head to critically acclaimed Bammy's instead for a taste of the islands.
Executive chef Peter Prime, a Cane alum, keeps two Jamaican-style patties on a personalized menu also featuring smoky jerk chicken wings, crackling salt cod fritters and pickled-peppers-kissed escovitch. "You can get one of each," a friendly barkeep counsels as I mull my patty strategy. The best-of-both-worlds plan has its merits, but the spicy beef patty edges out its paler counterpart in my experience. The flaky crust sports a light scorching on the bottom and golden glow all over, courtesy of a dose of annatto. The seasoned beef smacks of onions and hot peppers and is easily kicked into overdrive by dabbing it with a housemade heater whose orange hue trumpets its thrilling intentions.
301 Water St. SE. bammysdc.com. (Pastries $13.)

Assorted pastelitos from Colada Shop. (Colada Shop)


The powers that be at Colada Shop report that the burgeoning homegrown chain is cranking out more crispy empanadas and neatly pressed Cuban sandwiches than ever.
While I remain a sucker for the gooey croquetas de jamon, the glossy pastelito de picadillo gets the nod in this case. The sugar-glazed puff pastry shatters when pierced, exposing saucy ground beef punctuated by sauteed peppers, onions and green olives. "This contrast of flavors and textures is universally appealing and keeps guests coming back for more," founding partner Maru Valdes says of the solid performer, which she recommends pairing with a signature espresso to experience "an unbeatable combination of flavors and tradition." Seasonal selections help shake up dining routines, as is the case with a marriage of boniato and marinated mushroom that cha-cha-chas its way across the palate, with the Caribbean sweet potato taking the lead.
Multiple locations. coladashop.com. (Pastries $4 to $5.)
The hand pies from Springfield-based Welle Made tell a story of abundance. Founder Rose Essiem says a mix of dairy and plant butters creates "something really sublime" in her company's dough. You'll notice it once you bite through the flaky exterior of pies that draw from Essiem's world travels and family history. The Ghana Borga (pronounced bo-gah) is named after a term in the West African country for a cultured traveler who has returned home. In addition to describing Essiem, 36, it's a tribute to the meat pies sold by street vendors in the capital city of Accra. Foundational Ghanaian aromatics of onion, garlic, ginger and chiles add backbone to ground beef slow-cooked in small batches with tomato and a proprietary spice blend that includes paprika for color and cayenne for heat.
One of Welle Made's pies may take you two hands to eat, and they make for a portable lunch for customers at farmers markets in D.C. and Virginia. Not in the mood for beef? Try Welle Made's Get Curried Away (potato, chickpea, spinach) or a Chicken Namasko with ghost pepper heat and cheese. Welle Made started as a packaged product, launching on the delivery platform Goldbelly during the pandemic days of November 2020. Customers can still buy individual or bake-at-home pies from stands at several farmers markets in the D.C. area.
Check wellemade.com for farmers market schedules. (Hand pies sold individually for $7 to $9 or in frozen packs for home baking.)

Manager Danielle Webb holds a tray of sweet and savory pasties at the Pure Pasty Co. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Having shocked the pasty world in 2018 with an award-winning pineapple-spiked treat, baking provocateur Michael Burgess has released another shot across the bow: a pastry filled with sausage and baked beans that sells like hotcakes across the pond. "It was inspired by Greggs in the U.K.," Burgess, the founder and owner of Pure Pasty Co. in Vienna, says of a very British medley of savory bangers, tangy-sweet legumes and melted cheddar.
Best of luck to the trendy addition, but we'll stick with the traditional beef pasty: the time-honored blend of seasoned beef, melting onions and rutabaga, all enveloped by extra-buttery dough. And while Burgess, who hails from "medieval market town" Nantwich, Cheshire, in Northern England, says the filling recipe is straight from Cornwall -- "Its seasoning is just correct to give it a peppery finish," he tells The Post -- he's localized things by incorporating pasture-raised beef from Fool's Gold Farm in Bealeton, Virginia. The Moroccan lamb pasty is another powerhouse, bursting with spiced lamb, tart raisins, fresh mint, chewy garbanzo beans and more.
128-C Church St. NW, Vienna. purepasty.com. (Pastries $6 to $9.)

Pastry pockets from Mpanadas. (Warren Rojas/The Washington Post)


Ask the Mpanadas crew about their favorite handhelds, and fissures suddenly appear within the tight-knit co-founders of the Latin American restaurant. Husband and wife Jesse Correa and Paola Herbas prefer feasting on tangy barbecue pork and pico de gallo-zapped sausage, egg and cheese, respectively, while marketing whiz Gabriela Rojas remains firmly entrenched in the cheeseburger camp.
Not to stir the pot, but the chicken pesto empanada beats them all.
Each TurboChef-finished pastry is hot-potato hot to the touch and stamped with the marquee filling for easy identification. (House combo deals include three-, five- and seven-empanada orders accompanied by a cooling dill-garlic sauce and a cayenne-sparked dipper.) The chicken pesto features shredded dark meat mingling with a basil-forward sauce and molten mozzarella. The top-selling beef papa leans more toward Latin America, offering up a warm hug of seasoned beef, onions and diced potatoes. The golden melt is next-level grilled cheese, fusing melted cheddar ("to give it a little sharpness," Herbas says) and milky mozzarella into a dairy carnival.
2602-B Columbia Pike, Arlington. mpanadasusa.com. (Pastries $5.)

Turkish tea and an assortment of boreks from My Cravingz bakery in Manassas. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Staff members at suburban Turkish gathering place My Cravingz -- which is under renovation but still well-attended -- say most guests file in to claim their share of honeyed baklava and a pistachio-tinged variant.
Featured sweets are intriguing (goat milk ice cream, anyone?). Yet this hired mouth keeps filling up on beef borek. The restaurant stuffs assorted breads and pastries with everything from zesty sucuk sausage to black olive paste, none of which can hold a candle to the gold standard: No saucing. No extraneous veggies. Just lots of savory beef that crumbles when teased with a fork. The cheese borek is a close second, featuring flaky sesame-seed-studded dough stuffed with briny feta. The potato acma is another meatless marvel laden with creamy, herb-spiked spuds tucked into an airy Turkish bagel that "compares to no other," according to the proud in-house baking crew. And new menu items are coming in 2025.
7381 Sudley Rd., Manassas. mycravingz.com. (Pastries $3 to $16.)

The griddle keeps the arepas warm at Arepa Zone. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Where to even begin at Arepa Zone? The overstuffed Venezuelan arepas never fail to amaze. And a cachapa filled with queso de mano and topped with chicharron may be the greatest corn pancake party on earth. But perhaps the most transportive dish on the menu is the empanada de cazon.
The sublime snack, which I first stumbled upon while poking around the open-air Mercado de Conejeros during family vacations on the island of Margarita, folds marinated shark meat into a crunchy, lightly sweetened cornmeal shell. The succulent seafood is soaked through with sauteed onion and bell pepper. A dunk in the house hot sauce adds vinegary heat to the equation. Drizzling with the avocado-based guasacaca tempers any afterburn. Feeling more turfy? Get to know Venezuela's national dish, the pabellon criollo, via a self-contained pastry pocket weaving together savory shredded beef, sugary fried plantains, tender black beans and shredded white cheese in every mouthwatering bite.
Multiple locations. arepazone.com. (Pastries $5 to $6.)

Luzmary is famous for its authentic saltenas in Falls Church. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


It's one thing for a restaurant to boast about being the "home of the authentic saltena." But sitting down to eat inside, and noticing that everyone else in the main dining room is probably Bolivian (and definitely of Latino descent), speaks volumes about the quality of the cooking at Luzmary.
The modest suburban eatery excels at Andean baked goods, turning out oversize soup dumplings morning, noon and night for an incredibly loyal constituency. Regulars can't get enough of the beef saltena -- and for good reason. The bronze bubble is bursting with liquid, spewing out a payload of chopped steak awash in sweet raisins, chopped egg, onions, briny black olives and more when sliced into. Its poultry-based counterpart looks roughly the same from the outside. But the interior offers up a milder stew of chopped chicken, diced potatoes, onions, peas and more. Both offerings work even better once hit with a spoonful of the chunky jalapeno hot sauce.
7151 Lee Hwy., Falls Church. luzmarybolivianrestaurant.com. (Pastries $3 to $4.)
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This date nut bread lightens up an old-school coffee shop favorite
Recreate a nostalgic favorite in a healthier way, with no added sugar.
By Ellie Krieger | 2025-01-15

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


One of the most nourishing things about food is the joyful memories it can evoke, connecting us through taste and aroma to comforting moments past.
I have vivid memories of sitting at my grandmother's Formica kitchen table in Queens, New York, with a glass of cold milk and a thick slice of date nut bread with a schmear of cream cheese that was lovingly set in front of me for an afterschool snack.
Get the recipe: Date Nut Bread
The treat wasn't unique to my family. As food writer Leah Koenig explains in her Politico column "The Lost Foods of New York City," date nut bread and cream cheese sandwiches were a hallmark at the popular Chock Full o'Nuts coffee chain, and a budget-friendly staple for New Yorkers from the 1940s through the '60s. I'll bet my grandmother bought hers there.
This recipe re-creates that nostalgic experience in a better-for-you way, leaning on whole dates for most of the sweetness, tender whole-grain flour and healthful oil instead of butter.
Start by soaking chopped, pitted dates in hot coffee or boiling water to soften them, then puree most of the fruit with the soaking liquid and the rest of the wet ingredients -- oil, egg, vanilla and a touch of maple syrup, which keeps the bread free of refined sugar. The coffee and maple syrup infuse the bread with layers of flavor and moisture. To finish the batter you add the dry ingredients to the puree, stir in the reserved soaked dates along with the walnuts, and bake.
The loaf turns out moist and cakey, deeply flavorful and subtly sweet, and studded with crunchy walnuts and chewy dates. It's delectable on its own, but is certainly enhanced by a rich, tangy spread of whipped cream cheese. Although I now enjoy mine with a cup of tea or coffee in the afternoon rather than a glass of milk, a slice of this tender loaf still makes me feel like a kid in my grandma's kitchen.
Get the recipe: Date Nut Bread
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The Bunny Museum, a quirky monument to an L.A. love story, lost in fire
Candace Frazee and Steve Lubanski compiled the Bunny Museum's Guinness World Record collection of memorabilia for decades. They could only save about 20 pieces.
By Andrea Sachs | 2025-01-16
Candace Frazee and Steve Lubanski have spent their entire relationship amassing the world's largest collection of bunny objects. For nearly 30 years, from courtship to milestone wedding anniversaries, they have run a Los Angeles-area museum built on their love for the animals and for each other.
Then, last week, the Bunny Museum "burnt to the ground," the couple shared on social media.
They had only enough time to grab their pets -- three cats and two bunnies -- and about 20 items, including five 2,000-year-old antiquities, from their prodigious trove in Altadena, California. More than 60,000 other objects from their Guinness World Records-setting collection turned to ash in the Eaton Fire.
The fire had engulfed an adjacent structure, and Lubanski "valiantly hosed the building down all night long," he and Frazee wrote. Despite his efforts, the inferno reached the museum on Jan. 8, making it another casualty on the Eaton Fire's some 14,000-acre march that has damaged or destroyed an estimated 7,000 structures, according to CalFire.
But Frazee and Lubanski, both in their late 60s, are not abandoning their life's work or their legion of fans, who have pledged personal items such as plushies, artwork, antiques and sentimental objects from their childhood. The couple started a GoFundMe page and vowed to return with a new museum.
The rabbit, after all, represents rebirth.

A wedding photo of Candace Frazee and Steve Lubanski, owners of the Bunny Museum, as seen at the museum in 2010. Guinness World Records dubbed the Bunny Museum the largest in 1999 when there were only 8,437 items in the house. (Jae C. Hong/AP)



A remnant from a Rose Parade float adorns the awning at the Bunny Museum in Altadena last March. (Sarah Reingewirtz/MediaNews Group/Los Angeles Daily News/Getty Images) 



Candace Frazee holds an Elvis bunny sculpture in the museum, then based in Pasadena, California, in December 2016. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


The Bunny Museum started sweetly, with a gift from him to her.
In an interview with The Washington Post, conducted over email because the couple no longer had a phone, Frazee said neither of them grew up with bunnies. Nor were the creatures present when the Southern Californian (Lubanski) met the Canadian (Frazee) at a singles event in Pasadena.
For their first Valentine's Day together, Lubanski gave Frazee a white plush bunny, a manifestation of her pet name for him. That Easter, she surprised her "honey bunny" with a white porcelain figurine. A tradition was born.
"After that, [we] gave each other a bunny on all the holidays," Frazee said, and because Lubanski had "a hard time" waiting, he started insisting she open her presents on ordinary days. "So, it became a daily gift-giving practice."
They accumulated thousands of items from about 100 categories of collectibles, such as teapots, salt-and-pepper shakers, books, jewelry, movie posters and, an unintentional acquisition, dust bunnies, according to Guinness. Frazee said they had a simple criterion: If it was a bunny, it belonged. Including live ones.
"After the dogs passed, we got bunnies," she said, "and [we] have had cats and bunnies ever since."
In 1998, they opened their Pasadena home-slash-gallery to the public. A dozen years later, the actor Elijah Wood created a three-part "ad" about the quirky attraction. In the clips, he emerges from a cuddle puddle of stuffed bunnies (Part 1) and demonstrates the museum's official handshake (Part 3), a fist bump followed by a peace sign -- or, in this usage, rabbit ears.
"The Bunny Museum is saving bunny items that represent Candace and Steve's love for each other for the future," the Part 2 video informs viewers. "Their bunny collection will not be sold after their death, but kept together as a whole."
In 2017, the couple relocated the museum to a larger space in Altadena, in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains. They occupied an upstairs apartment, until last week's fire consumed that, too. They've since moved into a motel.
"It was an art gallery, so it came with unique curved walls and spotlights throughout," Frazee said. "It was the first building we looked at and it was perfect!"
When asked by The Post about career highlights, their short list included a celebrity marriage that "we cannot reveal," plus many famous names they can (actress Mayim Bialik, comedian Aparna Nancherla, the Yeah Yeah Yeahs); a slew of first dates; and Page 103 of the "Guinness World Records 2025" book.
In interviews with other outlets over the years, they demurred when pressed about their favorite items. (A parent wouldn't favor one child over another, so why would they?) But Frazee shared some of the museum's standout pieces, such as 10 Rose Parade float bunnies, three of which may have survived the fire; a bejeweled rocking bunny from India; five six-foot-tall dolls from Katherine's Collection, a home decor and collectibles company; and "Bunny Pants," a rabbit-ears-shaped sculpture constructed out of jeans and displayed in the Gallery of Original Bunny Art. Frazee said the piece, by local artist Tim Hawkinson, was worth $75,000.
Those and around 200 other items will now have to be preserved in a different way. The day before the fire struck, Frazee finished her latest book, "I Saw It in the Bunny Museum." The book is due out in March.
"It is now a unique record of what was," Frazee said.

More than 60,000 objects from the Bunny Museum's collection turned to ash in the Eaton Fire. (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post) 



(Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post) 



(Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post) 


The attraction, Frazee said, drew all walks and hops of life: families, seniors, individuals, influencers, artists, people dressed in bunny costumes.
In June, Amy Roiland, a fashion blogger who lives in nearby Studio City, visited with her 4-year-old daughter, Ryder, who was between chemotherapy treatments for a brain tumor. Roiland celebrated these brief respites by planning joyous, upbeat adventures.
"She styled herself in head-to-toe bunny: a bunny hat, bunny shoes, a whole bunny outfit," Roiland said. "It was so cute."
Outside the museum, Ryder drew chalk bunnies on the sidewalk. Inside, she chatted up Frazee and Lubanski, who directed them to a stone fountain surrounded by a mound of memorabilia. She pet the resident cats and ran around wide-eyed and cotton-tailed, taking in the profusion of bunnies.
"You're just like, 'My God, there's so much to see,'" Roiland said. "I wanted to stay there all day."

"It's such a magical, amazing place," Amy Roiland said of the Bunny Museum. "I pray and hope these two will come together and rebuild." (Sean Scheidt for The Washington Post) 


When Roiland learned the devastating news about the museum, she said she broke down in tears. To cheer up her mother, Ryder disappeared into her bedroom and returned with the bunny hat she wore that special day.
"It's such a magical, amazing place," Roiland said, her voice cracking. "I pray and hope these two will come together and rebuild."
Frazee and Lubanski appear well on their way.
Five days after they set up the GoFundMe page, it had raised over $35,000.
"THANK YOU," the couple wrote, "for helping to rebuild the hoppiest place in the world."
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Nintendo reveals Switch 2, successor to the massively successful Switch
In a sparse teaser, Nintendo announced the Switch 2, its first major console release since the original Switch released in 2017 to huge sales. 
By Gene Park | 2025-01-16

The Nintendo Switch 2 was announced Thursday, the long-awaited successor to Nintendo's 2017 hybrid portable and home console. It promises to play games from both systems, with some exceptions yet to be detailed. (Nintendo)


Nintendo announced the successor to the second-most-popular game console in the United States, and it's called the Switch 2.
A teaser trailer about two minutes long released Thursday morning revealed a console with a similar form factor of the 2017 handheld, retaining its hybrid format as a portable machine with a dock that connects to TVs and monitors for home console play.
The trailer is sparse in details. Maybe the most important one, besides the teased release date this year, is that the Switch 2 will play games from the first Switch console, including physical cartridges, with a disclaimer that certain games may not be supported or fully compatible.
The trailer featured no other information on future games (as games media have reported ahead of Thursday), but instead showed clips from a Mario Kart game, with little details hinting that it might be the follow-up for the original Switch's best-selling game, "Mario Kart 8 Deluxe."
The Switch 2 again features Joy-Cons, the motion-tracking controllers that can clip to the side of the console or detach and work independently. The controllers are bigger to match a bigger screen and base console, which is reported to be an LCD screen, as opposed to the original Switch's OLED line that boasted true blacks and sharp colors.
The machine itself is all black, with hints of the original console's blue and red controllers now showing through its seams and under its joysticks. The button layout is largely the same, including a disconnected direction pad. The dock, which connects the portable machine to bigger screens through HDMI connection, is more rounded and boasts a large 2 above the Nintendo Switch logo.
It's rumored that the Switch 2 will boast graphics horsepower just under the PlayStation 4 Pro, released in 2016. That may seem like old technology, but the original Switch used a mobile chip set older than anything in 2017. The portable and still-slim form factor would not be able to house the kind of power seen in the PlayStation 5, Xbox or desktop PC machines. It might be comparable to Valve's Steam Deck, a portable device that plays PC games through the Steam operating system.
With more than 146 million units sold since its release in 2017, the Switch is the third-best-selling console in history, and the second-best-selling gaming device ever in the United States. It was so successful, it led Nintendo to its most profitable era in video games.
The Switch's success surprised many analysts at the time. Developers of virtual reality technology, which has struggled to see mainstream appeal, marveled that a single piece of software, "The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild," was so compelling that it moved hardware. At the time, the game sold with the console at a one-to-one rate.
Nintendo promises more information April 2, with hands-on events to try the system to be announced at a later date.
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The 27 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Honor the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., explore wellness at the Folger Shakespeare Library or hear world-premiere operas at the Kennedy Center. 
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Haben Kelati | 2025-01-16
After a holiday season of spending, this week provides opportunities to give. Honor Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the first federal holiday to be observed as a National Day of Service, with a peace walk, wellness fair or volunteer activities, or help raise money for those affected by wildfires in Los Angeles at a benefit concert or food hall. You can also hear a new opera at the Kennedy Center; shop LPs, 45s, CDs, cassettes and music memorabilia at a record fair; or dance it out at a DJ night with music by Chappell Roan, Sabrina Carpenter and Charli XCX.
As you probably know, there's a presidential inauguration this coming week, too. Get details on traffic, museum and Metro closures, balls and protests on our inaugural FAQ.
World Central Kitchen Fundraiser at the Roost
Through Sunday, the Roost food hall in Hill East is hosting a fundraiser for World Central Kitchen's wildfire relief efforts in Los Angeles. Order select items at different counters -- such as a California roll at Ako, a California-inspired burrito at Hi/Fi Taco, Sierra Nevada's the Reunion West Coast IPA at Shelter -- and 100 percent of the proceeds go to World Central Kitchen. Through Sunday. Prices vary.
Suspicious Package fundraiser at Madam's Organ
Veteran cover band Suspicious Package -- which includes former Washington Post political cartoonist Tom Toles on drums -- takes one of its favorite stages at Madam's Organ to raise money for those affected by California wildfires. Doors open at 6 p.m. for this happy hour show, with half-price appetizers. One hundred percent of bar sales benefit charities supporting wildfire victims and firefighters. Band begins at 7:30 p.m. $5.
L.A. Fire Fundraiser at Present Company
In-N-Out Burger holds a special place in the hearts of Californians. So to raise money to support the Los Angeles Fire Department Foundation, NoMa's Present Company decided to make sliders inspired by In-N-Out's famous animal-style burgers -- grilled with mustard and topped with grilled onions and pickles. All proceeds go to charity. Through Wednesday. $10.
Rock the Rink at the Wharf
The Washington Capitals' 50th anniversary season has been exciting so far, with the team at the top of the Metropolitan Division and Alex Ovechkin closing in on Wayne Gretzky's NHL goal-scoring record. Take to the ice yourself at the Wharf's first Rock the Rink party of the season, where all fans wearing Caps gear receive $5 off their admission to the Wharf's outdoor ice skating rink. The evening features a DJ, giveaways and the Capitals' 7 p.m. game against the Ottawa Senators shown on a big screen. Drinks are available from the pop-up Caps Cantina Bar. 6 to 10 p.m. Admission free; skating $15-$25 before discount.
Say It Loud at the BlackRock Center for the Arts
The BlackRock Center for the Arts in Germantown honors Martin Luther King Jr. with Say It Loud, a multiday festival that begins with a Friday night concert with D.C. rapper Sa-Roc. (8 p.m. $35.) Saturday is packed with film screenings, including the documentaries "Four Little Girls" and "Fight the Power"; live music from the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and bassist Mohini Dey; a Beat Ya Feet dance workshop with D.C.'s Crazylegz; storytelling featuring voices from the civil rights movement; art exhibitions; and a record fair. (10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Most events free; concerts and storytelling require separate tickets, $15-$30.) Sunday concludes with a pizza party and painting session for families. (2 p.m. $13.50-$15.) Through Sunday. See blackrockcenter.org for a full schedule and tickets.
Folger Friday: New Year Wellness Celebration at the Folger Shakespeare Library
You probably associate the Folger Library with treasured Shakespeare folios or its intimate re-creation of an Elizabethan theater. But what about mindfulness and wellness? This week, the Capitol Hill landmark's Folger Friday after-hours gathering is focused on your mind and body, so you can try tai chi or chair yoga, explore a sound bath, or channel your inner bard during a manifestation journaling workshop. Oh, and make sure you leave time to explore the exhibits and interactive activities, too. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free; reservations recommended.
Can't Feel My Face at Union Stage
Over the years, Blisspop has launched a series of packed, popular themed dance parties at 9:30 Club -- No Scrubs (all '90s), Hot in Herre (all '00s) and, most recently, Can't Feel My Face (2010s). Expect a full night of bangers by Bruno Mars, Lady Gaga, Beyonce, Taylor Swift and, of course, the Weeknd, remixed for the dance floor when the party stops off at the Wharf. 10 p.m. $18-$40.
Cuffing Season at Shakers
Resolved to start meeting people IRL instead of on the apps? Head to Shakers for Drinks in the District's Cuffing Season party for LGBTQ+ singles. Grab a wristband -- green if you're ready to mingle, red if you're taken but there to provide moral support for a friend -- and get ready for icebreaker games. Stick around for the weekly "Drag Race" viewing party. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Lorton Luau at Fair Winds Brewing
If the cold's got you down, spend an afternoon pretending you're on a beach. Lorton brewer Fair Winds is hosting a luau-style party, featuring a pig roast, tropical-themed menu and plenty of offseason (or in-season, if you're really committed to the bit) lagers. 3 p.m. Free.
Peak Bloom at Pie Shop
The D.C. rockers' new EP, which they're releasing Friday, is more thoughtful than their last. That's in large part due to the addition of vocalist May Harrison. She joined the band three years ago, responding to the founding members' Craigslist ad, and has since wrote most of the group's catchy if self-deprecating lyrics. "Now I'm crying in the Denny's bathroom alone/ ... Too old to blame it all on my horoscope," she scream-sings on title track "Disaster Prone." 8:30 p.m. $12-$15.
Queer Frat Party at As You Are
Relive (or reimagine) your college days at As You Are's take on a frat party. Pin the snapback on the bro, show off your beer pong skills and dance to those songs you last heard in a sweaty basement Greek life party (and probably haven't wanted to hear since), while sipping cocktails like Jungle Juice and the Dirty White Sneaker Cosmo. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend at the Anacostia Community Museum
The Smithsonian's Anacostia Community Museum has a pair of creative projects this weekend: On Saturday, visitors of all ages can decorate oversize plates with artist Rain Young "to share messages of unity, hope and dreams for a better world," and take the plates home. (Noon to 2 p.m. Free.) Sunday and Monday feature a collaborative community art piece called "Stitching Together a Movement," as well as a chance to tour museum exhibits. (10 a.m. to 2 p.m. each day. Free.) Through Monday. Free; reservations suggested.
Martin Luther King Jr. Peace Walk and Wellness Fair
The city of Washington honors Martin Luther King Jr. Day with the annual Peace Walk and Wellness Fair, held at Entertainment and Sports Arena, with student essay winners, live performances, and health-focused vendors and exhibitors. The Peace Walk and rally begin at 9:30 a.m. in Shepherd Park before parading to the arena. 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
American Opera Initiative at the Kennedy Center
If you're tired of warhorse operas like "Carmen" and "La Boheme" and "The Marriage of Figaro," you should have your eye on the American Opera Initiative. Each year, the Washington National Opera commissions three contemporary one-act operas, and the world premieres at the Kennedy Center feature performers from the Cafritz Young Artists program. This year brings "Tati," "Cry, Wolf" and "Mud Girl," staged in concert at the Terrace Theater. 7 and 9 p.m. $25-$39.
D.C. Urban League's MLK Jr. Day of Service at Maya Angelou Public Charter School
The Greater Washington Urban League's young professionals auxiliary is celebrating its 25th Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service with a care package assembly session. Volunteer to help reach a goal of creating 2,000 packages containing blankets, toiletries and notes of encouragement to people in need in Washington. The event also includes family-friendly service options. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Pink Pony XCXpresso at Black Cat
We shouldn't have to spell this out, but: DJ Pharoah Haqq is spinning hits and remixes by Charli XCX, Sabrina Carpenter and Chappell Roan back to back to back on the Black Cat's main stage. 9 p.m. $10.
As If! at 9:30 Club
DJ Lil'e has been a fixture in D.C. clubs for two decades, primarily due to her Right Round '80s party at the Black Cat, which dug beyond the usual pop hits to focus on alternative bands like the Cure, Depeche Mode and Nitzer Ebb. She's exploring her poppier side at As If!, an '80s and '90s party that promises more from Madonna and the Spice Girls, but we wouldn't be surprised if a few alternative tracks made their way into the mix. 9 p.m. $20.
MLK Weekend Hip-Hop and R&B Bar Crawl on U Street
Spend eight hours with some of D.C.'s best DJs (and hundreds of other revelers) on Saturday during the annual MLK Weekend bar crawl around U Street. Each of the six participating venues has a DJ spinning themed sets for three hours at a time, like "Westside vs. Eastside," which runs from 4 to 7 p.m. at Saint-Ex, or "2000s Party Anthems" at Chi-Cha Lounge from 2 to 5. You can drop in and hang as long as you want before moving on to the next party, and there are drink specials including $5 Soul Mega beers, $5 shots and $7 rum punch at different locations. 2 to 10 p.m. $20.
Nerd Nite at DC9
Administrations change, but Washingtonians stay the same -- we may always be the type of people who prefer to spend weekend bar nights learning. This month's edition of the buzzed lecture series features talks on the wackiest future predictions from the 1950s, why our 2025 resolutions could use a little help from the animal kingdom, and the influence of outsider music (made by untrained or self-taught artists) on modern listening. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. $10-$15.
Chibuguzo at Songbyrd Music House
On the titular track of Chibuguzo's first full-length album, "Outrageous," their voices stack over one another; one singer hasn't even finished a line before another singer comes along. Bells twinkle in the background as steady strumming leads the way. "And I'm a mess for you, in front of you, don't matter, boo. Said I'm vulnerable," they sing. The second half of the song loses some order, like they got lost in the emotions found along the way of making the song; the chaos is clearly the point. 8 p.m. $15-$20.
Let Freedom Ring Celebration at the Kennedy Center
The annual Let Freedom Ring Celebration, a musical tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. produced by the Kennedy Center and Georgetown University, takes over the performing arts center's Concert Hall on Sunday evening. Hosted by actor Taye Diggs, it features music from actor Christopher Jackson, known for portraying George Washington in "Hamilton"; award-winning bassist and composer Esperanza Spalding; and genre-blurring violinist Chelsey Green. Tickets will be given away at the box office in the Hall of Nations, beginning at 5:30 p.m., with a limit of two tickets per person. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Fairfax Record Riot at the Arlington-Fairfax Elks Lodge
Organizers promise 15,000 vinyl records for sale in the ballroom of the Arlington-Fairfax Elks Lodge, with more than 40 dealers setting up tables full of LPs, 45s, CDs, cassettes and music memorabilia, while DJs provide the soundtrack for your crate digging. Admission is $5 for regular folks, $15 if you want to get in an hour early at 9 a.m., and $25 if you want to be able to browse dealers' tables while they're still setting up at 8 a.m. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $5-$25.
Dare to Dream Day at the American Visionary Art Museum
If you want to get out of D.C. on Monday, the American Visionary Art Museum in Baltimore has a full day of activities dedicated to Martin Luther King Jr. as part of its Dare to Dream Day, including hands-on art making, performances by musicians and African dancers, a poetry slam, artist talks, gallery tours, and a scavenger hunt. Admission is free, and the museum requests donations of toiletries and personal care items for the House of Ruth. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
MLK Day at Metrobar
Metrobar isn't usually open on Mondays, but it's making an exception for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Learn about ways to support families and strengthen communities in Wards 5 and 6 from the Edgewood/Brookland Family Support Collaborative, browse products from local Black-owned businesses such as Bailiwick Clothing while sipping Soul Mega beer or Old Line spirits, and grab soul food from the District Flames food truck. Noon to 10 p.m. Free.
School's Out With Rocknoceros at Jammin Java
The doors open at 10:30 a.m. -- not p.m. -- for a concert with local favorites Rocknoceros. After all, the reason for the performance is a day off school in honor of both the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday and Inauguration Day. Feed the kids breakfast and then take them to Jammin Java to burn some energy during a morning of rocking out as a family, with a soundtrack featuring classic childhood tunes and bouncy Rocknoceros originals. 11 a.m. $10.
Tipsy Tuesday Terrarium Workshop at PlantHouse
The Alexandria plant shop hosts a greener take on a paint-and-sip. Choose from a six- or eight-inch bubble ball to house your air plants, and get started crafting your own botanical art. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. $27-$43.
Speed puzzling at Aslin Beer Co. Alexandria
For most enthusiasts, assembling a puzzle is a peaceful pastime. At Aslin's monthly event, it's a high-energy, high-stress competition against other teams -- and the clock. Each team (up to four players) receives a sealed bag to open after a countdown and competes to be the first finishers. Single players without a team will be paired. 7 to 9 p.m. $20-$40.
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After 138 years, Black American composer Edmond Dede gets his flowers 
Prolific freeborn Creole composer Edmond Dede's career took him from New Orleans to Paris, but his masterwork has remained unheard until now.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2025-01-16

Composer Edmond Dede, who wrote the opera "Morgiane" in 1887. (Opera Lafayette)


When you think of the music of New Orleans, you might think of every genre but classical and opera. In a place known for its rich gumbo of musical styles and traditions, it's easy to forget that a long tradition of classical music (especially opera) runs deep in the Crescent City.
With the world premiere of a 138-year-old opera by composer Edmond Dede -- a freeborn Creole composer -- the Washington- and New York City-based company Opera Lafayette aims to fill a significant gap in how American ears hear New Orleans.
A co-production of the New Orleans-based OperaCreole and Opera Lafayette, "Morgiane" is a four-act opera, and Dede's final major work. This premiere production features the Opera Lafayette Orchestra, led by Patrick Dupre Quigley. (Following the 30-year tenure of founding artistic director Ryan Brown, Quigley will assume full directorship of the company on July 1 as it enters its 31st season.) It also features a top-notch cast that includes soprano Mary Elizabeth Williams in the title role, bass Kenneth Kellogg as the Sultan Kourouschah, soprano Nicole Cabell as Amine and bass-baritone Jonathan Woody as Beher.
First to note about Dede, says Quigley in a recent video call, is how prolific the composer was. Over a long and varied career that started in New Orleans and ended in Paris, Dede composed symphonic pieces, ballet interludes, operas comiques, overtures, operettas, cantatas and his as-yet-unheard grand opera, "Morgiane."
Dede composed "Morgiane" -- which draws themes from "Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves" -- in 1887, but never saw it performed. Nor has anyone, for that matter. The lone manuscript was only discovered in 2011, in a collection housed at Harvard University's Houghton Library. In an essay prepared for the program, historian Sally McKee notes that Dede's opera "stands as the oldest extant opera score by an African-American composer."
OperaCreole founder and artistic director  Givonna Joseph received a digital copy of the score from Xavier University archivist Lester Sullivan in 2012. At 550 handwritten pages, fully orchestrated (with references to other missing scores), it's a substantial musical document that has remained almost entirely unexplored.
"It blew me away," Joseph says of her first time viewing the manuscript and resolving to transcribe it. "For some reason, it was like: 'Go!' That was my instinct. 'Do it. You got it. You've got to push. You've got to make this happen.'" Through March 2, the manuscript of "Morgiane" will be on display at the Folger Shakespeare Library as part of its "Out of the Vault" exhibition.

Opera Lafayette artistic director-designate Patrick Dupre Quigley helped transcribe Edmond Dede's 1887 handwritten opera "Morgiane." (Opera Lafayette)


To Quigley, the belated premiere of "Morgiane" helps to correct the erasures of an interrupted musical tradition in New Orleans -- where many of the opera's biggest stars came from Paris to sing for audiences that defied the segregated venues of, say, New York.
"Who knows how many scores are waiting out there by people [like Dede] who left the United States and have no legacy because they were outsiders?" says Quigley. "They probably spoke French with a New Orleans accent. They looked different from everyone around them. They probably slowly assimilated into the culture, but not in time to have multiple students like Mozart did -- people who could tell the story of how amazing this person was."

A page from Edmond Dede's original handwritten score of his 1887 work "Morgiane," the earliest extant complete opera by a Black American. (Houghton Library/Harvard University)


When Joseph tells people that Dede was born as a free man in 1827, "it blows their minds."
"The wonderful thing about New Orleans is that we've always lived in a dichotomy," Joseph says by Zoom from New Orleans, where she runs OperaCreole with her daughter Aria Mason.
At the time of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, New Orleans had the largest population of free people of color in the South -- a population that doubled after the revolution in Saint-Domingue (now Haiti). At the same time, New Orleans was one of the biggest markets in the country for enslaved people. For young artists like Dede, life in New Orleans was a constant negotiation of the possible and the forbidden.
Dede supported himself working in a cigar factory while studying music with his father Basile, violinist Jacques Constantin Deburque, Italian-born conductor Ludovico Gabici (who led the orchestra at the St. Charles Theater) and French conductor Eugene-Prosper Prevost (who did the same at the Theatre Francais). He also absorbed the sounds of the European composers who had found a foothold in the busy opera scene of New Orleans -- where premieres by the likes of Rossini and Meyerbeer informed the shape of his own music.
But the narrow path carved for the composer eventually led him out of New Orleans. In 1848, he decamped for three years to Mexico City, where he played with orchestras until illness sent him back to Louisiana. In 1855, funds raised by friends and supporters in New Orleans allowed Dede to move to Paris, where he audited classes at the Conservatoire de Musique, took private lessons and eventually secured a post in Bordeaux as a composer and accompanist at the Grand Theatre.
It was in Bordeaux through the 1860s and 1870s that Dede engaged in a more musical negotiation -- that between the cafe-concert culture of the Theatre de l'Alcazar, the Folies Bordelaises and his own developing personal style.
In a program note, author Candace Bailey, who joins Joseph for a pre-performance talk on Feb. 3, notes that "the tuneful songs of the cafe-concert" (as well as a touch of the casinos) can be heard in the pleasing melodies of "Morgiane." You can detect Dede's reverence for grand operatic tradition -- even as opera was changing forms across France -- combining with his love of effervescently light vocals and his fondness for the music of his childhood in New Orleans.
Dede only returned to the United States once more, in 1893 -- a rocky visit that yielded one lost Cremona violin and at least one song lamenting the "implacable prejudice" of his once home. He died in Paris in 1901 at the age of 73.

Givonna Joseph, OperaCreole's founder and artistic director, helped transcribe "Morgiane" from the original handwritten manuscript. (Gus Bennett)


"For me, he's an example of making a way out of no way," Joseph says. "I'm descended from enslaved people and free people of color in New Orleans," she says. "And the more that I learn about the free-people side, I see those cracks and crevices they had to get through, and it makes me very proud of my people that they did."
But it's Dede's earliest published work -- a song titled "Mon pauvre coeur" ("My Poor Heart") composed in 1852 -- that unlocks the essence of Dede's art for both Quigley and Joseph. For Quigley, it's the resplendent beauty of the music (and its quotes of Rossini), showing off Dede's clear reverence for French and Italian operetta tradition.
Joseph, meanwhile, hears something more personal in the song: Dede's desire to expand what people understood and expected of him. In some ways, it's a tune he carried through his entire career.
"I always say 'Mon pauvre coeur' is the first blues song," Joseph says. "He wrote it as this wonderful art song, but sometimes I feel like maybe he's talking about himself. It's unrequited love. It says, 'I'm so sad, I just want to die, but if I die, would you put some flowers on my tomb?' I mean, just give me something!"
Morgiane, Feb. 3 at the Lincoln Theatre and Feb. 7 at the University of Maryland Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center; additional performances Jan. 23 in New Orleans and Feb. 5 in New York City. operalafayette.org.
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Conan O'Brien to receive Twain Prize for humor at Kennedy Center 
Conan O'Brien, the writer turned late-night host turned podcaster, will receive the Twain Prize for American humor at Kennedy Center on March 23.
By Travis Andrews | 2025-01-16

Conan O'Brien arrives at an event for his Max show "Conan O'Brien Must Go" in Los Angeles in April 2024. (Jordan Strauss/AP)


The Kennedy Center announced Thursday that Conan O'Brien is the 26th recipient of its Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. The 61-year-old writer, podcaster and former late-night host will accept the award March 23 -- a few weeks after he hosts the Oscars -- in the center's 2,465-seat Concert Hall, where fellow comedians will toast (and roast) him.
The award is given to comedians who, like Twain, have made a lasting impact on American society in the center's estimation.
Richard Pryor received the first Twain Prize, in 1998. Though it has often gone to satirists such as David Letterman, Jon Stewart and George Carlin, the prize was most recently awarded to comedians with more populist appeal: Adam Sandler in 2023 and Kevin Hart last year.
"I am honored to be the first winner of the Mark Twain Prize recognized not for humor, but for my work as a riverboat pilot," O'Brien said in a statement.
He is "a master of invention and reinvention, consistently pushing the envelope in search of new comedic heights," said Deborah F. Rutter, president of the Kennedy Center, in a statement.
The prize ceremony will be streamed on Netflix at a later date.
The Irish-Catholic comedian -- known for his height, swooping red hair, and surreal and utterly silly comic sensibility -- was born in Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1963 and attended Harvard University, where he was twice the president of its humor rag, the Harvard Lampoon. Not long after graduation, he began writing for "Saturday Night Live" and then "The Simpsons."
O'Brien joins fellow former late-night hosts Stewart, Letterman and Jay Leno as a Twain recipient. But O'Brien's late-night career was a little more complicated.
In 1993, though he was still largely unknown to the general public, O'Brien inherited NBC's "Late Night" from Letterman. O'Brien's run, which lasted until 2009, was characterized by a manic energy and frequently nonpolitical, non sequitur comedy. O'Brien's wacky absurdity motorized the show with playfulness and goofiness.
The show was not embraced at first. O'Brien "is a living collage of annoying nervous habits," wrote Tom Shales, The Washington Post's TV critic, in September 1993. "He giggles and titters, jiggles about and fiddles with his cuffs. He has dark, beady little eyes like a rabbit. He's one of the whitest white men ever."
After O'Brien's iteration of "Late Night" found its footing, O'Brien had Shales as a guest on his show -- to read aloud the most scathing parts of Shales's review.
In 2009, O'Brien took over "The Tonight Show" from Jay Leno, who moved to a prime-time slot. NBC then moved Leno's show to the 11:35 p.m. time slot, pushing "The Tonight Show" back by a half-hour. O'Brien was incensed and aggrieved. After less than nine months as its host, O'Brien left "The Tonight Show."
"I got very depressed at times," O'Brien said of the situation, on "60 Minutes." "It was like a marriage breaking up suddenly, violently, quickly. And I was just trying to figure out what happened."
O'Brien swapped his suit for a leather jacket and jeans and moved to TBS, where he hosted "Conan," a stripped-down version of the classic late-night format. After 11 years, he retired from late-night TV.
Now, he hosts the celebrity-interview podcast "Conan O'Brien Needs a Friend" and has hosted two travel shows: "Conan Without Borders" and "Conan Must Go." In November he was announced as the host of the upcoming 97th Academy Awards, perhaps his biggest stage yet.
For the second year running, the Twain Prize ceremony will be recorded and later streamed on Netflix, a platform that has embraced and promoted stand-up comedy.
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Inside the Getty museums' defense against the L.A. wildfires
The Getty -- with its multibillion-dollar endowment -- has emerged as a beacon of fire preparedness as deadly blazes have razed swaths of Los Angeles.
By Kelsey Ables | 2025-01-16

A view of the Getty Center in Los Angeles on Monday as the Palisades Fire burns nearby. (Daniel Cole/Reuters)


As wildfires ravaged greater Los Angeles last week, the J. Paul Getty Museum faced encroaching flames on two fronts. Blazes nearly surrounded the Getty Villa in Pacific Palisades, coming just six feet from its walls. Days later, ominous red clouds were visible from the Getty Center in Brentwood, hovering on the horizon like a warning.
The fire at the Villa was the closest flames had ever come to either building. But through it all, the institution made no evacuation plans. On the most intense nights at each location, a team of more than a dozen people at the Villa and 28 at the Center waited it out, and the museums' vaunted artworks -- the ancient sculptures, the Gentileschis, the Manets and Monets -- remained inside.
This was no gamble, though. Those familiar with the Getty describe it as a place one would evacuate to, rather than from.
With the fire about a mile away from the Center on Jan. 10, a security staff member suggested to J. Paul Getty Trust chief executive Katherine Fleming that she might want to leave. "I was thinking, 'I actually feel really good here,'" she said in an interview. "This feels like a very safe place to be."
This is by design. The Center, which houses a sprawling collection of art in a modernist building, is described on the Getty website as a "marvel of anti-fire engineering." The Villa, which focuses on ancient Greek and Roman art, also has a well-tuned anti-fire protocol that kept it intact amid the devastation of the Pacific Palisades neighborhood.
As the fires have killed more than 20 and razed swaths of the Los Angeles region, the Getty -- with its more than $8 billion endowment -- has emerged as a beacon of fire preparedness as well as a symbol of the defenses that wealth can build.
From its grounds to the museum's core, the $1.3 billion Getty Center, which was designed by architect Richard Meier and opened in 1997, is made to resist flames.
"I have often thought that if there was a major fire or [especially] earthquake," the Getty Center "is precisely where I would like to be," Todd Cronan, an L.A. native and art history professor at Emory University in Atlanta, wrote in an email.

Smoke from the Palisades Fire rises over the Getty Center on Saturday. (Agustin Paullier/AFP/Getty Images)



A statue is on display at the Getty Center on Monday. (Daniel Cole/Reuters)


High on a hilltop, the campus has sprawling plazas made of fire-resistant travertine imported from Italy. Open spaces surround imposing, elevated buildings that boast walls constructed from reinforced concrete or fire-protected steel. The roofs are covered with stone aggregate, which is fire-resistant. Inside, the buildings are equipped with special doors that prevent flames from traveling. Temperature and humidity are closely monitored during red-flag warnings.
Outside, the grounds are routinely cleared; the plants, selected for their drought-resistant qualities, are pruned regularly to prevent them from becoming fuel. During a previous fire, the museum said: "There is no need to evacuate the art or archives, because they are already in the safest place possible."
"It's very much like a fortress," said Cronan, who briefly lived at the Center as a fellow.
"It's meant to inspire you with a kind of monumentality," he said.
To Cronan, though, the Getty's unassailable features say "more about privatization and their ... endowment than anything else," pointing to a photo circulating online of the Villa surrounded by charred homes.
While the Getty stresses it does not hire private firefighters or seek special treatment, it maintains its own water tanks -- including a 1 million gallon tank at the Center -- year-round. "That's not a small thing," Cronan said.
When the Villa emerged largely unscathed last week, the museum in a press release credited firefighters' "extensive efforts to clear brush from the surrounding area," noting that it stores water on-site and the grounds were irrigated ahead of the blaze. The Center will be closed through Jan. 20, while the Villa is closed until further notice.

The hillside along the Pacific Coast Highway burns in front of the driveway to the Getty Villa in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood in Los Angeles on Jan. 7. (David Swanson/AFP/Getty Images)



An aerial view of the Palisades on Friday shows the Getty Villa intact. (David Swanson/AFP/Getty Images)


Fleming, the CEO, said they were confident in their preparations but described a nail-biting evening watching the fire move closer as 15 staff members remained on-site. "My primary concern was the people," she said. "I'm not going to say 'que sera sera' on the art ... but it's not people."
The next day, with staff unharmed and the Villa still standing, Fleming found a strange calm in the collections. The galleries were "cleaner than an operating room," she said.
"You just realize these artworks were just sitting there calmly through the whole thing, looking beautiful."
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'Wolf Man' tries to teach an old werewolf new tricks
Bad dads become bad dogs in Leigh Whannell's horror-drama.
By Ty Burr | 2025-01-16

From left, Julia Garner, Matilda Firth and Christopher Abbott star in "Wolf Man." (Nicola Dove/Universal Pictures)


If you're going to pay money to see a movie called "Wolf Man," you already know what you want: full moon, lots of mist, and a big, gnarly transformation scene in which a normal guy reverts to the atavistic man-beast we all know lurks within. It's right there on the assembly instructions.
"Wolf Man" takes its sweet time getting there, but eventually it delivers the goods: the growing fangs, the lengthening talons, the distressed wardrobe. Until then -- until the hero, Blake Lovell (Christopher Abbott), becomes a hairy-handed gent who runs amok in the Oregon woods -- we're treated to a lot of strained symbolism about father-son tensions, parenting roles, marital strife and male rage.
There's rich fodder there, of course, and director Leigh Whannell, who co-wrote "Wolf Man" with his wife, actress Corbett Tuck ("Insidious"), did well by his 2020 remake of "The Invisible Man," in which the title character was updated into an invisible toxic boyfriend. But the new film lopes to a false start with a prologue about a grizzled war veteran/survivalist (Sam Jaeger) living in the deep woods with a young son (Zac Chandler) who's cowed by Dad's maniacal protectiveness. A day of hunting turns into an episode of terror when they're trapped in a deer blind by a vicious but unseen beastie, and Dad vows to return to get to the bottom of things.
Cut to 30 years later and young Blake has grown up and sensibly enough moved to San Francisco, where he's a stay-at-home father to young Ginger (Matilda Firth) while his tightly wound wife, Charlotte (Julia Garner), works overtime as a journalist, which any audience in 2025 knows is shorthand for heartless shrew. Called back to the woods to pack up Dad's estate -- the old man has been declared dead after having gone ... missing -- the family arrives in the middle of nowhere on the night of a full moon. Okay, we're finally getting somewhere.

Christopher Abbott plays Blake in "Wolf Man," directed by Leigh Whannell. (Nicola Dove/Universal Pictures)


Not so fast. The middle section of "Wolf Man" becomes an overextended slow burn of tension as the three spend the night huddling in Grandpa's tumbledown farmhouse while a homicidal creature rages outside. On the way there, Blake has picked up a small arm wound -- oh, it's just a nick -- that's enough to infect him with next-gen lycanthropy, and the back half of the movie is a drawn-out process of Charlotte and Ginger watching Dad slowly become a savage monster. It's like a long family car trip.
As mentioned, there's a lot of mulch here for a good filmmaker to till, and the only problem is that Whannell has dumped out the whole bag. The special effects, when they kick in, are impressive, and the gore hounds in the audience will eventually get their gobbets of flesh, but the messaging of "Wolf Man" is so muddy that it's not clear what the movie's trying to say. (Which raises an interesting point: Should a horror movie try to say anything? Or should it just let the folkloric subtext do the talking?)
"Sometimes a parent wants so badly to protect his child from being scarred that he becomes the thing that scars," Blake tells Ginger at one point, which does make sense in the context of this movie but also feels a little too late, like something you'd hear at a custody hearing. What Lon Chaney Jr. created in 1941 is now looking like an apologia for bad dads.
The performances are as good as they can be given the thematic static -- Garner (TV's "Ozark") and Abbott ("Poor Things") are both smart, sensitive performers. And "Wolf Man" is at its most unexpectedly touching in the scenes that switch visually between Charlotte's human point of view and Blake's increasingly lupine sensory input, with its different colors, hyper-hearing and inability to understand English. As a metaphor for a husband and wife speaking completely different languages -- being completely different animals -- that's a potent one. "Wolf Man" brokers an entire new genre: the horror movie as couple's therapy.
R. At area theaters. Contains bloody violent content, grisly images and some language. 103 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Unstoppable' wants to be 'Rocky.' It's more like 'Talladega Nights.'
The by-the-numbers biopic sells short the story of Anthony Robles, a one-legged wrestler who won an NCAA title at Arizona State.
By Thomas Floyd | 2025-01-16

Starring as Anthony Robles, Jharrel Jerome wrestles with an opponent in "Unstoppable." (Ana Carballosa/Prime Video)


"Unstoppable," a lackluster biopic about the rise of one-legged Arizona State wrestler Anthony Robles, wears its heartstring-tugging ambition on its sleeveless unitard. But as much as this uplifting drama fashions itself in the image of "Rocky" -- packing in references to the Italian Stallion and bookending the tale in Philadelphia -- it has more in common with the parodying antics of "Talladega Nights" than Sylvester Stallone's sports movie standard.
Consider, for instance, one mustache-twirling coach's reductive platitude: "We believe second is the same as last." Sound familiar? If you've seen "Talladega Nights" and recognize Ricky Bobby's "If you ain't first, you're last!" absurdity, it sure does.
Robles deserves a more nuanced portrait than this. Born without a right leg, the three-time all-American and 2011 NCAA champion has led a life tailor-made for the big-screen treatment. But this directorial debut from William Goldenberg, the Oscar-winning editor of "Argo," sells short Robles's path of persistence by cutting corners at every turn. (Eric Champnella, Alex Harris and John Hindman adapted the screenplay from Robles's 2013 memoir, co-written by Austin Murphy.) Between its verisimilitude-killing caricatures and hand-waving montages, "Unstoppable" is all too easy to pin down as a by-the-numbers misfire.
None of that can be blamed on Jharrel Jerome, the "When They See Us" standout who imbues Robles with wide-eyed unease and palpable persistence. When we meet Robles, he's a renowned high school wrestler weighing his next step: Take a full-ride offer to join Drexel's unaccomplished squad, hold out for a slot with Iowa's prestigious program or try out for a walk-on spot with his hometown Arizona State Sun Devils. When his abusive stepfather (played by Bobby Cannavale) walks out on his flailing mother (a sufficiently fierce Jennifer Lopez), Robles decides to stay close and help look after his younger siblings.
Therein lies "Unstoppable's" momentum-killing flaw: This movie thinks the Robles household's drama is the most interesting thing about his story. Playing a patriarch with a self-righteous streak, Cannavale can only do so much to humanize such a flatly irredeemable figure who resurfaces every time the movie needs a jolt of friction. Although Michael Pena and Don Cheadle bring a spark as Robles's sage high school coach and matter-of-fact college coach, respectively, those performances are window dressing for a film built around a family in turmoil.

Coach Shawn Charles (Don Cheadle) in "Unstoppable." (Ana Carballosa/Prime Video)


Goldenberg does shoot the wrestling sequences with speed and tenacity -- authenticity achieved, in part, by cleverly casting the real-life Robles as Jerome's double. Yet there's a stop-start quality to Robles's trajectory that drains the catharsis from his successes. After painstakingly detailing Robles's effort to make the team at Arizona State, "Unstoppable" frustratingly skims over his surge from walk-on to national title contender.
When athletic department budget cuts put Robles's spot on the team in jeopardy, we get a criminally unearned scene in which his underdeveloped teammates rally around him in "Rudy"-like fashion. Iowa coach Tom Brands (Shawn Hatosy) and star wrestler Matt McDonough (Johnni DiJulius) are lazily portrayed as arrogant foils. And the unfair criticism that hounded Robles's athletic career -- that having one leg was actually an advantage -- is mentioned in passing and promptly forgotten.
Even the ever-imaginative composer Alexandre Desplat ("The Shape of Water") seems to be on autopilot, veering into the generic while adequately hitting the uplifting beats. When Robles finally opens up on the motivation behind his drive to succeed -- "If I win, having one leg won't be the most important thing about me" -- the introspection comes across as contrived. Sure, "Unstoppable" spends plenty of time on the mat. But it doesn't wrestle with much of anything.
PG-13. Available Thursday on Prime Video. Contains language, wrestling action and depictions of domestic abuse. 116 minutes.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-15

"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" is on view at the National Gallery of Art through Jan. 19. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Little Books, Big Gifts: The Artistry of Esther Inglis," through Feb. 9. The artistic, literary and social networking achievements of Inglis, a working mother of eight who was William Shakespeare's contemporary, are on view. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through April. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
KREEGER MUSEUM
"The DMV Collects the DMV," through Feb. 1. This celebration of the Washington Print Club's 60th anniversary features the work of 49 artists who lived in the D.C. region or built their careers there. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Tuesday. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Friday. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Sunday. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Tuesday. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Samantha Box: Confluences," through March 23. This display highlights the Bronx-based photographer's black-and-white work exploring race, gender, class, and sexuality.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Breaking It Down: Conversations From the Vault," through Sunday. This eclectic exhibition presents more than 90 works from historic and contemporary artists. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi, and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Drake sues Universal over Kendrick Lamar's 'Not Like Us'
The rapper Drake has sued Universal Music Group for defamation, alleging the music empire of promoting a diss track against him last spring.
By Herb Scribner | 2025-01-15

Drake performs in 2016. (Kevin Winter/Getty Images)


Drake has filed a defamation and harassment lawsuit against Universal Music Group, alleging that the mega media corporation improperly promoted his rival Kendrick Lamar's diss track to damage his career and gain leverage over future contract negotiations.
Drake filed his suit Wednesday in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York under his legal name, Aubrey Graham. He alleges that Universal, his record label, schemed with unnamed third parties to aggressively promote Lamar's track "Not Like Us," a chart-topping hit that suggested that Drake was a pedophile. In doing so, the lawsuit says, Universal damaged Drake's career and put him and his family at risk.
"UMG approved, published, and launched a campaign to create a viral hit out of a rap track that falsely accuses Drake of being a pedophile and calls for violent retribution against him," the lawsuit reads. "Even though UMG enriched itself and its shareholders by exploiting Drake's music for years, and knew that the salacious allegations against Drake were false, UMG chose corporate greed over the safety and well-being of its artists."
Universal, which did not respond to The Washington Post's requests for comment, denied the allegations in a statement to Variety. "Not only are these claims untrue, but the notion that we would seek to harm the reputation of any artist -- let alone Drake -- is illogical," the statement said.
The complaint pointed to the digital cover art for "Not Like Us," which includes a satellite image of Drake's Toronto residence with multiple red markers meant to represent sex offender locations. The picture, the suit says, may have led to a shooting outside Drake's residence in May that left a security guard injured.
Drake had to remove his son from a Toronto elementary school over safety concerns, according to the lawsuit, and arranged for his son and mother to leave the city altogether once the school year ended.
The complaint emphasizes that Drake is suing Universal and not Lamar, who wrote and performed the song, and who was widely considered the victor in his weeks-long rap battle with Drake last year. "It is, instead, entirely about UMG, the music company that decided to publish, promote, exploit, and monetize allegations that it understood were not only false, but dangerous," the lawsuit reads.
Drake's attorneys argue that UMG wanted to discredit the rapper because his contract with the group (estimated to be worth around $400 million) was nearing its end and he was up for an extension. "By devaluing Drake's music and brand, UMG would gain leverage to force Drake to sign a new deal on terms more favorable to UMG," the lawsuit reads.
Drake also alleges that Universal "made significant financial investments and leveraged its professional connections" to arrange for "Not Like Us" to be performed at next month's Super Bowl halftime show, which will be headlined by Lamar. It's unclear whether Lamar plans to use that song during his performance, considering he released new material on his November album, "GNX," and seems to have mostly left the feud behind him.
Michael J. Gottlieb, who represents Drake in the lawsuit, declined to comment.
Wednesday's lawsuit comes less than 24 hours after Drake withdrew a petition against Universal and Spotify that he filed in November. In the petition, Drake claimed that both Spotify and Universal schemed to boost listens to and streams of "Not Like Us" by using bots, pay-to-play tactics and other business practices to promote "Not Like Us." The filing, which was not a lawsuit, also accused UMG and Spotify of violating racketeering laws, of false advertising and of deceptive business practices.
Drake filed a similar petition in Texas in November against Universal and radio conglomerate iHeartMedia, alleging they conspired to artificially inflate the popularity of "Not Like Us." That petition remains pending, with a hearing scheduled for Jan. 28.
The widespread legal action comes about eight months after Drake and Lamar traded diss tracks against each other in a rap feud that dominated pop culture. Drake notably accused Lamar of physically harming women on his track "Family Matters," while Lamar alleged that Drake had a secret daughter on "Meet the Grahams."
Lamar's "Not Like Us" -- which had lyrics that suggested Drake was a pedophile and a "colonizer" of Atlanta's hip-hop scene -- was anointed by many as the song that won the feud for the California rapper. It topped the Billboard Hot 100 and was seen across sports events and political campaigns. The song was also a highlight of Lamar's "Pop Out" show in Los Angeles on Juneteenth.
Since the beef ended, Lamar released his album "GNX" and was named as the headliner of the Feb. 9 Super Bowl halftime show. Meanwhile, Drake has teased new music with frequent collaborator PartyNextDoor and announced a tour in Australia set to begin in February. It's unclear whether the lawsuit will delay either his tour or any new music.
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Sega's resurgence rides a wave of Japanese excellence in games
With "Sonic" sprinting at the box office and cult-hit reboots underway, Sega is on the rebound. It's not just nostalgia, says executive Shuji Utsumi.
By Gene Park | 2025-01-16

Attendees walk past the Sega booth during the Tokyo Game Show in September in Chiba, Japan. (Tomohiro Ohsumi/Getty Images)


Sega is in a cultural renaissance -- if only for the simple fact that Sonic the Hedgehog is hot on the tails of Disney's princesses and kingly lions at the box office.
"Sonic the Hedgehog 3" cemented the series as the rare Hollywood blockbuster trilogy acclaimed by critics and audiences alike. The blue hedgehog has become one of the main characters of meme culture, widely mocked since the turn of the century and now celebrated as a box office star.
It's all part of Sega's plan to return to the cultural zeitgeist, said Shuji Utsumi, Sega's CEO in America and Europe and president and COO of the parent Sega Corp. The confidence is evident in Utsumi's press tour, where he evokes the company's "rock-and-roll" spirit from the 1990s.
"Gaming is becoming a center for culture, like music and movies," Utsumi said in an interview. "Sega intellectual property is aging very well to appeal to a wider audience. Our core audience includes filmmakers who understand games culture, so they can create interesting films and streaming shows."
Utsumi has been vocal about reviving classic titles from Sega's impressive library of games, including a slate of franchise reboots for cult hits "Jet Set Radio," "Crazy Taxi" and "Shinobi." Last month, Sega announced the next installment of Virtua Fighter, a series that hasn't released a new entry since 2006.
"This is not just a nostalgia effort," Utsumi said. "We believe that it is important for Sega to incorporate modern technological and gameplay updates into these projects. Our goal is to have all of our legacy IP titles provide new expression and play for modern tastes and preferences."
The early 1990s were the height of the Japanese firm's success, but numerous strategic mistakes and the failing arcade market forced Sega to retreat from making game consoles. In the early aughts, Sega struggled to find its identity as a games publisher, publishing countless games with varying quality.
Last year, Sega had one of its best years for quality games. Last January, "Like a Dragon: Infinite Wealth" sold a million copies in a week, the fastest ever for the long-running crime drama series. The role-playing high school adventure "Persona 3 Reload" by Sega-owned Atlus quickly repeated that feat, a record for that series. In October, Atlus released "Metaphor: ReFantazio," which I, IGN and GameSpot named the best game of the year.
Sega ended the year by releasing "Sonic x Shadow Generations," timed with the release of the Paramount film. While Sonic games have received many a rotten tomato from reviewers, critics and fans called "Generations" the best Sonic game in years. (I played it over Christmas and concur.)
Today, Japanese games have returned as a dominant force in the industry. Four of the five games nominated for the top prize at the Game Awards were from Asia, "Metaphor" among them.

Shuji Utsumi, CEO of Sega's America and Europe divisions (Sega)


Sega's current success owes much to Like a Dragon and Persona, two game series that center Japanese people and culture. Utsumi, a veteran entertainment businessman who helped launch the Sony PlayStation and worked at Warner Music, pointed to the rally of other Japanese game publishers including Nintendo and Capcom. He credits the pandemic and its economic and social impact for introducing new audiences to Japanese entertainment and strengthening production.
"After covid, Asian culture saw an uplift with Korean drama, K-pop, and also Japanese games and anime," Utsumi said. He added that Japan did not have widespread debates about lockdowns, remote work and other issues surrounding the pandemic, which helped teams focus. Japan's vaccination rate was relatively high as its government learned to live with the pandemic.
"The impact was much smaller," Utsumi said. "Of course, we also have divided societies, but compared to the West it's not that big. Also the yen is getting weaker, which helps in terms of development costs."
The recent Virtua Fighter announcement points to Sega's ambitions. That unnamed project is being developed by RGG Studio, famous for its Yakuza/Like a Dragon series and for making high-quality, gorgeous games at a fast pace. RGG released the massive "Infinite Wealth" last year, just a month after its "Like a Dragon Gaiden" game. Next month, Sega and RGG will publish "Pirate Yakuza in Hawaii." This is all on top a mysterious "Project Century" that explores Japanese crime in the early 20th century.
Virtua Fighter is a long-lost crown jewel, unearthed for a shining. Released in 1993, the original "Virtua Fighter" introduced 3D graphics to video games, inspiring the breakthrough first-person 3D game "Quake" and the entire fighting genre. The new game's announcement even earned a surprise appearance from Jensen Huang, the CEO of Nvidia, the computer graphics firm that battles Apple for being the most valuable company in the world.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang talks about the company's history with Sega at the CES technology show in January. (Allison Dinner/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


In an announcement video for the game, Huang said Sega "gave Nvidia our first big break" by commissioning Nvidia to create the Sega Dreamcast -- and he again highlighted the importance of "Virtua Fighter" to modern computer graphics at his presentation at the CES technology show in Las Vegas this month.
Utsumi said the Virtua Fighter team came up with the idea to tap Huang for the announcement, as it helped highlight Sega's historical role in technology, something the company hopes to recapture.
"The evolution has mattered most when it has in turn advanced things like gameplay, and Sega is proud of the many innovations it created," Utsumi said.
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Art has long found inspiration, and foreboding, in the Santa Ana winds
As the L.A. fires rage, we're reminded of movies, books and songs that speak to the city's love-hate relationship with the forces that shape it.
By Ty Burr | 2025-01-15

Strong winds blow embers as the Palisades Fire burns homes on the Pacific Coast Highway amid a powerful windstorm on Jan. 8 in Los Angeles. (Apu Gomes/Getty Images)


"The wind shows us how close to the edge we are." -- Joan Didion
There's always been a black hole in the center of the California sunlight, and the Santa Ana winds blow through it. It's where the best Los Angeles writers have done their work: literati like Nathanael West ("The Day of the Locust"), John Fante ("Ask the Dust"), Raymond Chandler ("Red Wind") and, of course, Joan Didion.
The dread carries over to music, too, and the shiny hits of the city's recording studios. "Here come those Santa Ana winds again ..." You can hear the line in your head, can't you? -- the gentle sneer of Donald Fagen as the narrator in Steely Dan's "Babylon Sisters" admits that the California night before him, with its young lovelies and "show folk on the sand," is a lie he tells himself to avoid thinking about everything the wind brings.

From left, Dennis Wilson, Carl Wilson, Al Jardine, Mike Love and Brian Wilson of the Beach Boys in 1976 California. (Getty Images)


The Beach Boys have a 1980 song titled "Santa Ana Winds" -- of course they do. It's perversely upbeat, though, and unironically sunny, which is surprising given how skillfully Brian Wilson once sang of the undertow eating at the sand beneath the California dream. Wilson remains one of the great pop poets of L.A.'s sunshine and shadow, along with Jim Morrison of the Doors and Randy Newman, whose "I Love L.A." contains not only a shout-out to the Santa Anas but the immortal lyrics "Look at that mountain/look at those trees/Look at that bum over there, man/He's down on his knees." That's the town in a fractal.
Even more recently, the L.A.-based rock band "Cold War Kids" released "Santa Ana Winds" (2010), a bouncy Vampire Weekend-soundalike whose lyrics speak of taking "the elevator to the Getty's highest place" to "see the cliffs fall to the sea" and that ultimately conjures the spirit of Didion herself, the high priestess of the apocalypse.
Didion always fancied herself a prophet, I think -- no one titles a collection of essays "Slouching Toward Bethlehem" without at least one eye on the horizon -- and when her visions of the city and the fires that would take it came true this month, she was quoted everywhere. "The city burning is Los Angeles's deepest image of itself," Didion wrote in her 1969 essay "The Santa Anas," a piece much excerpted but worth reading in its brief entirety, for its meteorological details and its premonitions of a city's and country's fiery future.
For every Didion or Chandler, there have been a dozen writers who get the city and its mythology wrong. Anyway, it's impossible to talk of the winds as metaphor without acknowledging the reality currently upon us. As of this writing, per California's state website, 124 separate wildfires in the L.A. area have burned 40,588 acres and destroyed over 12,300 structures, most of them people's homes. At least 23 have been killed and tens of thousands evacuated amid winds that have reached 100 miles per hour and carried embers for miles. The biggest fire, in Pacific Palisades, is only 14 percent contained, and the latest high-threat wave of Santa Anas is expected to last at least into Wednesday. It is a cataclysm that may yet attain the scale of the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 and the San Francisco earthquake of 1906 -- a foundational American catastrophe.

Joan Didion with her husband and writer, John Gregory Dunne, in their Malibu library. (Henry Clarke/Getty Images)


The internet is, as always, both boon and bane in this crisis -- an ill electronic wind that somehow manages to blow a fair amount of good. Facebook has allowed Angelenos to let friends and family across the country know they're safe and GoFundMe.org has amassed nearly 1,200 verified pages for victims of the fires seeking immediate and long-term financial assistance.
By contrast, social media is awash with rumors and conspiracy theories. An acquaintance told me that Los Angeles had turned away Canadian firefighters because their trucks' emissions didn't meet California state standards, an easy-to-disprove falsehood that she'd heard via Instagram but that fed her generalized anger at all things "woke." Which was doubtless the point of the rumor in the first place.
Watching the devastation on cable news or TikTok -- the images that looked "just like a movie" -- you had to wonder whether this is what the pioneers pushed West for until they finally reached the sea. Was it worth it? It had to be, otherwise everything America thought about its manifest destiny -- about why we came here in the first place -- would be revealed as a delusion, something Didion also wrote about, 34 years after her essay on the Santa Anas in 2003's "Where I Was From," as she reexamined her own propensity for California mythmaking. That may even be why we built the Dream Factory at the frontier's end in Hollywood, to assure a nation of moviegoers that everyone who reached the New World got their piece of the pie. Instead of just the ones who got there first and had the money and pull to dictate whose stories got told and whose remain secret.
There's a lesson there. The Santa Ana winds, Los Angeles, apocalypse -- these three have always combined for a dark trinity of hope and disaster that has defined the West Coast since its colonization by Europeans. (And even before: Didion wrote of Native Americans throwing themselves into the sea when "the bad wind" blew.) But one might add a fourth strain, that of the land's plunder by important but shadowy men, and a secret history that only gets teased out later, if at all, in movies like 1974's "Chinatown" -- the buried bones of how the city got its water and power, the unseen forces that decreed whose neighborhoods got built and whose got demolished, the decisions that turned the L.A. basin into a clogged neural network of automobiles. The car capital of the world, once synonymous with the freedom of the open road, is jammed with commuters immobilized on their way home to houses that have burned to the ground.

Jack Nicholson as J.J. 'Jake' Gittes investigating land tracts in "Chinatown." (Cbs/Getty Images)


From all these certainties and doubts, we fashion movies, Rorschach tests of a nation's nightmares. "Earthquake" (1974) and "San Andreas" (2015), "Volcano" (1996) and "2012" (2009) -- all simultaneously rehearse and exorcise our anxieties in Sensurround. In the movies, California and Los Angeles have become psychic arenas where America hashes out the conflicts between its ideals and its brute realities, between Shirley Temple soft-shoeing down a plantation stairway with Bill "Bojangles" Robinson and Rodney King being beaten to a pulp by LAPD officers on a nighttime freeway. Between the endless open legs of a Busby Berkeley chorus line in a Warner Bros. musical and the nagging subconscious knowledge that the San Andreas fault is out there throbbing in the dark, ready to give way. Like a sequel, the winds return every year, bigger than before. Is this the year the fires will be too fast and furious to contain?
The subliminal message running like a zephyr through all these songs and books and films is this: If America is the Land of the Free, California is where that freedom gets put to the test. It's a place where you can reinvent yourself as whomever or whatever you want, from Marilyn Monroe to Marilyn Manson, and then see how close it takes you to the flames. And it will take you close to the flames. Because that kind of freedom frightens some people, they look to the fires and earthquakes, the mudslides and flash floods, as a form of divine retribution -- forget it, Jake, it's Babylon -- when it's just the folly of believing a hostile landscape could ever be tamed into a city for 18 million people.
A final thought: For all the art that speculates about L.A.'s landscape and its meanings, there may not be enough about the humans at the top, their power and their greed. They're there -- John Huston's Noah Cross in "Chinatown," Daniel Day-Lewis's Daniel Plainview in "There Will Be Blood" (2007) -- but their real-life analogs have generally made sure the spotlight stays elsewhere. Their modern versions bankroll the oil companies and lobby the politicians and seed our digital ether with conspiracies that cause people to blame "woke" rather than a climate crisis upon which humans and governments might possibly act, given enough civic willpower. Some of them may even own the companies that produce the songs and make the movies, but no one ever writes anything about them. Maybe, once the winds die down and before the next fires kick up, someone should.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Commanders-Lions matchup preview: Washington's margins are thin
Washington has been a team of destiny this season, whereas Detroit has been dominant. Here's how Saturday's NFC playoff game could play out.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier | 2025-01-16
Washington's first divisional-round playoff game in nearly two decades comes against an NFL heavyweight. The Detroit Lions are the NFC's top seed and the team many view as a Super Bowl favorite, with a rabid fan base ready to spend Saturday night making Ford Field as loud as the most intense environments that Commanders rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels played in at LSU.
Here's a closer look at the matchup:

Jayden Daniels has had to do it all for the Commanders offense. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


The Commanders' hopes rest on Daniels. He'll have to shoulder another heavy load -- he has had at least 40 dropbacks and 10 runs in each of his past four full games -- and he'll have a thin margin for error against a hyperaggressive Lions defense.
Detroit defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn wants to beat you up. He plays man-to-man coverage more often than anyone else in the NFL and blitzes at the third-highest rate. He defies the trend toward faster, lighter subpackages by using bigger "base" personnel at the league's highest rate. His unit was flagged for the second-most penalties.

Lions defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn is an aggressive blitzer. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


Sometimes, Glenn's bold play-calling can leave his defense exposed -- it has allowed explosive plays at the fourth-highest rate -- but it has proved capable of taking punches. The Lions almost always outhit and outlast their opponents.
Detroit has endured a long run of injuries on defense, including star end Aidan Hutchinson and linebacker Malcolm Rodriguez. The unit is now led by two safeties -- all-pro Kerby Joseph and Pro Bowl selection Brian Branch -- and defensive end Za'Darius Smith, who was acquired at the trade deadline. Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said he respected Glenn's confidence to maintain his play style despite the injuries.
"He's going to get you," offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury said. "You just got to just stay within yourself. Sometimes you can become an emotional play caller, if you will, like, 'Oh, God, we got to make this up.' You just know with his scheme, there are going to be times that they win and they get you and you're going to have some negative plays, but you're going to have a chance, because they take risks, to hit some big ones as well. I think [the key is] staying in your pocket and not trying to force stuff, not getting out of your comfort zone and your rhythm because they've hit you on a few things."

Jahmyr Gibbs tied for the NFL lead with 16 rushing touchdowns, including three in a Week 18 game over the Vikings. He also had a touchdown reception in that victory, which clinched the No. 1 seed for the Lions. (David Reginek/Imagn Images) 


Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson has a deep bag of tricks, with laterals and offensive linemen pulling in receptions, but his best skill is knowing how to get the most out of his players. Jared Goff has revived his career in Detroit with Johnson as his play-caller, and the Lions closed the season in the company of some of the most prolific offenses in NFL history.
Detroit led the league in scoring average (33.2 points), touchdowns (70) and scoring margin (plus-222) while staying remarkably balanced in the running and passing games; the Lions are the first team to have a pair of running backs (Jahmyr Gibbs and David Montgomery) and a pair of wide receivers (Amon-Ra St. Brown and Jameson Williams) produce 1,000 scrimmage yards in a season.
Both running backs are expected to be available Saturday night -- Montgomery practiced in full Wednesday after missing Detroit's last three regular season games with a knee injury -- and they could be the biggest troublemakers for Washington.

Bobby Wagner and the Commanders defense will have its hands full with the prolific Lions. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


The Commanders' run defense was leaky throughout the regular season, allowing 137.5 rushing yards per game, third most in the NFL. They faced the top three rushers in the league -- Philadelphia's Saquon Barkley (twice), Baltimore's Derrick Henry and Atlanta's Bijan Robinson -- and Saturday will get the league leader in rushing touchdowns. Gibbs tied Henry and Buffalo's James Cook with 16.
The Lions have been exceptional on designed runs from under center, according to Next Gen Stats. No team came close to their production (1,801 yards) and explosiveness (56 explosive runs) on under-center designed runs, and their 47 percent success rate on such runs ranked second in the league. The Commanders, meanwhile, allowed the most yards before contact per carry (1.8) and the highest success rate (47.0 percent), and they gave up the second-highest explosive-run rate (13.7 percent) on under-center designed runs.

Dan Quinn's decisions on fourth downs have helped elevate the Commanders. (Julio Aguilar/Getty Images)


The Lions' Dan Campbell and the Commanders' Quinn are two of the NFL's most aggressive coaches. Campbell went for it on fourth down 33 times, fourth most in the NFL, and his team converted 22 of them. Quinn went for it 23 times, tied for 17th, and his team converted 20 of them for a league-best rate of 87 percent. (That's the highest rate of any offense with a minimum of 15 fourth-down attempts since at least 1991.) Quinn's decisions have been aggressive overall, and he has described his mindset as "bold but not reckless."
In December, Detroit faced fourth and inches from Green Bay's 21-yard line with 43 seconds left and the score tied at 31. Campbell famously went for it instead of trying a go-ahead field goal -- the Lions converted and kicked the game-winner without letting Green Bay back on the field.
"It certainly paid off for them," Quinn said at the time. "That's a good call."

Center Frank Ragnow leads a dominant offensive line. (Scot Tucker/AP)


Though not the splashiest pick, Detroit's interior offensive line vs. Washington's interior defensive line might be the most consequential matchup. Opponents have hammered the Commanders' weak interior with runs all season to move the chains on short yardage and to keep the ball out of Daniels's hands.
Detroit's interior is excellent and headlined by center Frank Ragnow. The Lions rank in the top three in efficiency, success rate and yards per carry between the tackles, according to Next Gen Stats. Johnson could capitalize by calling inside runs for "Sonic and Knuckles," the nickname Gibbs and Montgomery gave themselves.

Commanders wide receiver Dyami Brown had a breakout game Sunday against the Bucs. (Chris O'Meara/AP)


The Lions' affinity for man-to-man coverage gives Washington wide receiver Dyami Brown a prime opportunity to win down the field. Brown had five catches for 89 yards and a touchdown in Washington's first-round win over Tampa Bay.
Brown might have some added motivation after St. Brown roasted him following their 2022 meeting. St. Brown went off for 116 receiving yards and two touchdowns in the Lions' win; Brown played just one offensive snap and wasn't targeted.
St. Brown later told reporters that he was still irked that 16 wide receivers, including Brown, were selected ahead of him in the 2021 draft.
"I don't know how many catches he had. You guys can probably tell me that. Or how many yards he had," St. Brown, who was picked in the fourth round, said with a smirk. "But I don't forget things like that. I see him across the sideline from where I'm standing during the game, and I'm going to give every team hell."

Dan Campbell quickly established a winning culture in Detroit. (Erin Hooley/AP)


Campbell, like many others, has praised Daniels and said the quarterback doesn't play like a typical rookie.
"He's dangerous," Campbell told Detroit media Monday. "He poses a major threat. ... He's composed, he understands how to progress, he sees the field well, he can buy time with his legs, he's a dangerous runner, he's smart. You can tell he understands how to run that offense, what they're asking him to do, and then he's got weapons. ... He's a difference-maker."
Commanders defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. praised Johnson.
"They test your discipline," Whitt said. "I think Ben does a really nice job of understanding coverages. He understands horizontal spacing as well as vertical spacing, he understands the responsibility of every player, and he's going to test the discipline of those players and of the coverage. So you have to be where you're supposed to be and let your eyes be true. If you don't, he's going to take advantage of it. And then they have really good players."
Referee Ron Torbert will head the crew in his 13th playoff assignment, according to Football Zebras. The only Washington game he worked this season was a blowout win over Tennessee in Week 13. His crew called 19 penalties; the seven on the Commanders included two for unnecessary roughness and two for defensive pass interference.

Jared Goff pilots a prolific offense. (Quinn Harris/Getty Images)


The Lions' plus-133 first-half scoring margin was far and away the best in the league. (The Ravens were second at plus-99.) The bulk of the Lions' scoring came in the second quarter, when they averaged 13.1 points.
Jhabvala: Washington 30, Detroit 27
Washington has won its past five games (including the playoff win in Tampa) on the last play from scrimmage. Make it six consecutive games. The Commanders will make mistakes early and let Gibbs collect yards in the first half, but Daniels will keep it close and ultimately close it out on the final series.
Fortier: Detroit 34, Washington 27
Washington's hat is out of rabbits. While it's tempting to pick Daniels, who makes anything seem possible, Detroit is a complete, elite, battle-tested team that will punish the Commanders' weaknesses in the trenches and not leave the door open late as Tampa Bay did. The Lions simply have too much talent on both sides of the ball. The Commanders will fight hard and keep it competitive -- reminders that they're way ahead of schedule and can build on this strong season.
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David Blough, an ex-Lions backup QB, now has the ear of Jayden Daniels
Blough started five games for the Lions from 2019 to 2021 and then was on their practice squad last season before transitioning to coaching.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-16

David Blough started five games for the Lions in 2019, one of three seasons there in which he saw playing time. He was on their practice squad in 2023. (David Zalubowski/AP)


The Washington Commanders started practicing the play for December's game-winning touchdown against the Philadelphia Eagles in March. David Blough, the assistant quarterbacks coach, presented it as a potential option in what Washington calls "got-to-have-it" situations in the red zone.
Blough pulled it from his days as a backup quarterback with the Detroit Lions from 2019 to 2021. The starter at the time, Matthew Stafford, ran it successfully multiple times.
"We had some good teach-tape reps for it," Blough said. "We repped it in March, we repped it in April. We repped it a lot."
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury told his coaches that week that there was a good chance of the play working, and he was right. With the Commanders trailing by five with only 10 seconds remaining, Jayden Daniels threw a nine-yard dart to wide receiver Jamison Crowder in the back of the end zone for the win.
"Friday in practice we repped that and he hit Jamison -- a one-handed, diving catch," Kingsbury said before smiling, hinting at a karmic convergence. "... It was like some universe s---."
That might include Blough, 29, calling it a career after five NFL seasons and immediately transitioning to coaching after spending last year on the Lions' practice squad. His experiences and insight have been instrumental to the development of Daniels and the rest of the Commanders' quarterbacks.
"From a schematic standpoint, he's in there every single day, helping us with what the progressions and the reads are," backup Marcus Mariota said. "It's really helpful when you have a guy that's in there and who played the position and who's been around a few different offenses."
A former Purdue quarterback, Blough went undrafted and signed with the Cleveland Browns in 2019 before landing in Detroit, where he backed up Stafford and Jeff Driskel, who is now Washington's third-string QB. In late 2022, when Kingsbury was coach of the Arizona Cardinals, he signed Blough off the Minnesota Vikings' practice squad, giving him a brief -- two games -- but lasting impression of the quarterback.
"He's one of the smartest quarterbacks I've ever been around," Kingsbury said. "I just had him a little bit in Arizona, and he picked up the offense in like five days and we had him starting a couple days later and [he] executed at a really high level. Just his study habits, how he interacted with other players, how he communicated with the coaches -- I always thought this guy would be a phenomenal coach, and his experience with the young quarterbacks being so young and so recently a part of the game."
Blough was signed to the Lions' practice squad in 2023 and knew it probably would be his last season. Coaching was already on his mind; it was an interest developed largely by the coaches he had, many of whom also were some of his most important mentors.
"I had kind of known before last season started that my body was starting to fail me a little bit," Blough said. "I had known that I had wanted to [get into coaching]. I think when I was in high school, I said I wanted to be a high school coach. When I was in college, I wanted to be a college coach. And then at the highest level, learning from some of the great coaches that I've gotten to be around, this is what I'm supposed to be doing."
His experience with a variety of play callers -- former Lions offensive coordinator Darrell Bevell, Vikings Coach Kevin O'Connell, Kingsbury and current Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson -- gave him an advantage.
Blough's three months with O'Connell in 2022 introduced him to the condensed split formations that Los Angeles Rams Coach Sean McVay employs. With Johnson in Detroit, he worked in an explosive offense that balanced run and pass. And with Kingsbury, Blough learned about tempo and how to use it to exploit the defense.
Blough's connection to Kingsbury as well as Lance Newmark, the Commanders' assistant general manager who previously was senior director of player personnel in Detroit, gave him an in with the Commanders.
"He came on a recruiting trip here, and I can remember walking around the field with him and saying, 'Hey, I really want to be the one that can help start this for you, and we're not going to miss one step of your trajectory as a coach and what that would look like,'" Commanders Coach Dan Quinn said. "[We talked about] how he'd have his impact here, how that would be felt. He's going to be a fantastic coach, but I just wanted to clearly lay out to him what it would look like from a coaching side, and I wanted to be a real part of that."
Blough's development as a coach has worked in conjunction with Daniels's development as a quarterback. Like Quinn, Kingsbury takes a collaborative approach with his game plans, welcoming input from his assistants and the players.
"His offense was probably the most quarterback-friendly that I had ever played in," Blough said. "And now being on the other side of it and seeing how it actually gets made has been really eye-opening for me and how you can utilize tempo to affect people, how you teach it so the quarterback understands where the ball is supposed to go on every play. ... Seeing his mind work and being able to be by his side ... and then him able to say, 'Hey, is this how you would read it?' and me fire back with 'It's not how I've done it' or 'That is how I've done it' and then being able to collaboratively help Jayden see how it's supposed to go down."
He and Daniels have developed a relationship built on more than just football. They'll talk about the game, of course, but also weightier issues. And they're both competitive, known to talk trash to each other in pre-practice games of P-I-G (think H-O-R-S-E in basketball but with a football and a net).
In the visiting locker room last week after Washington's first-round win over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Blough took a seat next to Daniels for a brief conversation to applaud and encourage the rookie.
"Obviously, he's competitive, too, so we get there and he tries to fire me up with some things," Daniels said. "... He's very smart, very intelligent and just the little things but not too much."
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