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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Trump threatens tariffs, presses allies on defense spending during remote Davos address
        Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Praveena Somasundaram

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.

      

      
        In first days, Trump deals 'death blow' to DEI and affirmative action
        Julian  Mark, Taylor Telford, Susan Svrluga

        The president moved to end diversity, equity and inclusion programs throughout the federal government with a flurry of executive orders, upending decades of policy.

      

      
        Federal agencies must revise telework policies by Friday, White House says
        Emily Davies, Maxine Joselow

        Agencies should require workers to comply within roughly 30 days of the policy announcement, White House Office of Personnel Management says.

      

      
        Justice Dept. revokes job offers to young lawyers in elite honors program
        Perry Stein, Ann Marimow

        Students or graduates from Harvard, Duke, Georgetown, Stanford and other top law schools lost job offers from the Attorney General's Honors Program.

      

      
        Trump's Panama Canal ambitions gain traction in GOP-led Senate
        Abigail Hauslohner, Karen DeYoung

        Republicans hoping to thwart Beijing's influence in Latin America are urging the Panamanian government to cut ties with Chinese entities.

      

      
        Trump sure sounds like he wants to prosecute Biden
        Aaron Blake

        Trump made a series of suggestive comments in his first big presidential interview, with Sean Hannity.

      

      
        Trump revoked an anti-discrimination hiring rule. Here's what it means.
        Vivian Ho

        Lyndon B. Johnson's Executive Order 11246, promoting affirmative action in federal contracting, was among the number of DEI policies targeted by the president.

      

      
        Trump falsely triples number of reported overdose deaths as he targets cartels
        Glenn Kessler

        The president claims that overdose deaths are really 300,000, when the government reports 90,000.

      

      
        To gain a court seat, Republicans seek to throw out thousands of votes
        Patrick Marley

        Republican Jefferson Griffin narrowly lost his race for a North Carolina Supreme Court seat. He's asking the justices to throw out tens of thousands of votes.

      

      
        Trump's anger toward World Health Organization may reshape global health, politics
        Dan Diamond, Lena H. Sun

        Public health experts say the United States' departure could cripple the WHO's operations or leave an opening for China to assume greater control over the agency.

      

      
        Trump brings a jarring shift to the White House in first days back
        Matt Viser

        From decorations to executive orders, the 47th president has taken an aggressive posture in attempting to remake government.

      

      
        Trump threatens to withhold aid for California wildfires in first TV interview since inauguration
        Cat Zakrzewski, Sarah Ellison, Michael Birnbaum

        "I don't think we should give California anything until they let water flow down," he told Sean Hannity.

      

      
        Sean Hannity interviews Trump; Laken Riley Act passes
        Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.

      

      
        As Jan. 6 leaders call for retribution, judges warn against revisionism
        Spencer Hsu, Tom Jackman, Mariana Alfaro

        Proud Boys and Oath Keepers leaders call for investigation of prosecutors. Judges say history will remember their record of Jan. 6 Capitol riot and 2020 election.

      

      
        Trump targeted federal workers in his opening act, starting with DEI employees
        Emily Davies, Matt Viser, Michael Brice-Saddler

        Fifteen percent of federal workers are based in the D.C. region, where cuts and changes will be felt acutely.

      

      
        House passes Laken Riley Act as Trump begins immigration crackdown
        Mariana Alfaro, Marianne LeVine

        The bill would allow Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents to arrest and detain undocumented immigrants accused of theft-related crimes.

      

      
        Ex-'MAGA Granny' is turning down Trump's pardon of her Jan. 6 conviction
        Ben Brasch

        She was at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. She pleaded guilty. Now, she doesn't want President Donald Trump's pardon because she wants to own what she did.

      

      
        Parsing the latest Pete Hegseth allegation
        Aaron Blake

        Amid Republican claims of "anonymous smears," a named person -- and a Hegseth, at that -- accuses the defense secretary nominee of abusive behavior.

      

      
        Layoffs loom as Trump administration orders leave for federal DEI workers
        Frances Vinall, Cat Zakrzewski

        Employees of diversity, equity and inclusion programs are to be placed on administrative leave by 5 p.m. Wednesday. Agencies were told to make plans for layoffs.

      

      
        Supreme Court takes on accountability for police shootings
        Ann Marimow

        Ashtian Barnes, an unarmed Black man, was killed by an officer in 2016 after being pulled over outside Houston while driving his girlfriend's rental car, which had unpaid toll fees.
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Live updates: Trump threatens tariffs, presses allies on defense spending during remote Davos address
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.
By Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Praveena Somasundaram, Emily Davies, Maxine Joselow, Vivian Ho, Jeff Stein, Liz Goodwin, Cat Zakrzewski, Matt Viser, John Hudson, Rachel Siegel, Victoria Bisset, Abigail Hauslohner, Karen DeYoung, Will Oremus, Patrick Svitek, Meryl Kornfield, Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn, Dino Grandoni, Josh Partlow, Dan Diamond, Lena H. Sun, Glenn Kessler, Julian  Mark, Taylor Telford, Susan Svrluga, Sarah Ellison, Michael Birnbaum, Robyn Dixon, Catherine Belton, Maeve Reston, Reis Thebault | 2025-01-23
President Donald Trump took a combative tone at times as he spoke remotely Thursday to an international audience of business leaders, politicians and other elites at the World Economic Forum's annual event in Davos, Switzerland. Trump pressed NATO countries to increase defense spending, threatened to impose additional tariffs on products not made in the United States and challenged Bank of America's chief executive, baselessly claiming the company doesn't do business with conservatives. Meanwhile, the Republican-led Senate is advancing more of Trump's Cabinet nominees, including John Ratcliffe, his choice to lead the CIA.
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In first days, Trump deals 'death blow' to DEI and affirmative action 
The president moved to end diversity, equity and inclusion programs throughout the federal government with a flurry of executive orders, upending decades of policy.
By Julian  Mark, Taylor Telford, Susan Svrluga | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump has directed the federal government to end dozens of programs that give preference to minorities and women, some of which have been operating for decades. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


In the first 48 hours of his second term, President Donald Trump moved to eviscerate the surviving remnants of affirmative action, swiftly upending decades of policy -- actions observers say are sure to touch every aspect of American life.
The newly signed executive orders to end "illegal discrimination" and restore "merit to government service" were so sweeping and aggressive that even conservative activists -- ones who had been waging a multipronged attack to end diversity initiatives in the private and public sectors -- were shocked by their scope and intensity.
"I can't believe he's going this far," said Dan Lennington, deputy counsel at the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty, which for years has led a relentless legal campaign to invalidate diversity programs. "It still is sinking in, because I'm thinking of all the ways in which this affects the average American."
The flurry of executive orders was meant to put a hard stop to diversity, equity and inclusion programs (DEI) throughout the federal government. The administration ordered U.S.-run diversity offices to close and scores of their workers to be put on administrative leave by Wednesday. It also suspended dozens of contracting programs aimed at minorities and women, some of which have been operating for decades.
But the orders go far beyond the federal government. Trump also directed agencies to draw up lists of public companies to investigate over their DEI policies -- a move that legal experts said could send chills through the private sector.
The Justice and Education departments also were required to issue guidance to educational agencies and universities in ways to comply with the Supreme Court's landmark decision banning race-conscious admissions.
And in a move that scholars underscored as a historic turning point, Trump revoked an executive order signed by Lyndon B. Johnson in 1965 directing federal contractors to take "affirmative action" to end discrimination at their firms, a landmark policy viewed as a major step in the federal government's effort to foster racial equality. In 1985, the Reagan administration tried to replace the order, but backed off after widespread backlash from business leaders and members of Congress.
"The equal employment principles embodied in EO 11246 have stood the test of time and remained in place through both Democratic and Republican administrations," the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission's three Democratic members wrote in a joint statement. Rescinding it removes "a source of protection against discrimination for the millions of Americans working for companies that receive federal dollars. We should be standing up for working Americans, not weakening their civil rights."
Trump's actions come more than a year after the Supreme Court overturned race-based affirmative action at Harvard University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, a ruling that touched off an intense legal campaign to end DEI in the private and government contracting sectors. Since then, diversity programs and their proponents have largely been in retreat, with Fortune 500 companies such as Meta and Walmart proactively paring back their programs, and federal initiatives for minority-owned business being forced to undo fundamental aspects of their missions.
Now, the Trump administration is building on the Supreme Court's decision and, in some ways, attempting to take it further, according to legal experts.
"The Trump administration is trying to give the death blow to diversity in legal and in political cultural terms," said Noah Feldman, a constitutional law professor at Harvard Law School.
The order issued Tuesday evening, which directs the attorney general and heads of federal agencies to identify places to end DEI, is testing the boundaries of the high court's affirmative action ruling by applying its logic to private employers, Feldman said. If the Justice Department follows through, it "would be a new development, and would be significant in how corporate America would have to respond to the evolution of the constitutional and the statutory doctrine."
Feldman cautioned, however, that government actions take time to trickle through culture and society -- and the belief in diversity as a fundamental good won't go away overnight.
"Lots of people still take the idea of diversity super seriously and deeply," Feldman said. "But the writing is on the wall for the use of the justification of diversity in a range of spaces."
By Wednesday afternoon, Trump's actions were already being felt across the federal workforce. A memo from Secretary of State Marco Rubio warned State Department officials that they will face "adverse consequences" if they fail to report on colleagues who have concealed or obscured existing DEI programs at the department.
"The Administration is aware of efforts by some in government to disguise these programs," the memo says. "There will be no adverse consequences for timely reporting this information. However, failure to report this information within 10 days may result in adverse consequences."
Employees were asked to send any information regarding such efforts to an email address containing the term "DEIA Truth."
Similar messages were sent to staff at the Education and Homeland Security departments, according to emails reviewed by The Washington Post.
But Interior Department employees were told Wednesday that some civil rights programs are still required regardless of the executive orders, according to emails reviewed by The Post. These programs "should not be categorized as DEIA as they predated the executive orders in question and are mandated by law," wrote Jennifer Koduru, the agency's principal diversity officer and director of the Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Civil Rights. Interior's press office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The executive orders stand to reach deep into the private and government contracting sectors, said Jason Schwartz, a partner at Gibson Dunn and co-chair of the firm's labor and employment group. The attorney general and agency heads have been tasked with identifying as many as "nine potential civil compliance investigations" of publicly traded corporations, large nonprofits or associations, and foundations with assets of $500 million or more, state bar associations, medical associations and universities with endowments over $1 billion.
Schwartz described the order as "go find nine big whales and make examples of them."
He also highlighted new prohibitions on federal contractors and grant recipients from participating in many affirmative action or DEI measures. Violations are subject to the False Claims Act, which can bring heavy financial penalties -- while lawsuits could be filed either by the government or private actors.
"They are handing out sheriff's badges to private citizens to sue about government contractor DEI programs," Schwartz said.
Legal experts said parts of the executive order are sure to be challenged in court.
"It's going to be a really crazy ride," said Susan D. Carle, a law professor at American University, who predicted there would be "a lot of litigation."
"We're going to see whether our system of checks and balances holds," she added. "We're going to see what separation of powers means. He's testing all kinds of boundaries."
The American Civil Liberties Union, which has previously pledged to challenge Trump administration policies aimed at dismantling DEI, said it was still weighing its options. Ricardo Mimbela, an ACLU spokesman, said the organization is "analyzing Trump's EOs right now, their potential impact, and how we can protect people's fundamental rights in the face of these attacks."
But ReNika Moore, director of the ACLU's Racial Justice Program, cast the administration's position as extreme -- one that goes "far beyond what we've seen from prior Republican administrations."
Though much uncertainty remains about how Trump's directives will be enforced, "it's clear they're trying to create a chill and really make both the private sector and public sector actors really think twice about efforts that are absolutely legal," Moore said.
The flurry of orders marks a sharp turnaround from the summer of 2020, when the murder of George Floyd ushered in widespread calls for racial equity and prompted corporate America to double down on policies meant to increase opportunity for historically marginalized groups. DEI encompasses a wide range of practices designed to diversify companies, schools and organizations, including recruiting and mentorship programs, as well as anti-bias training and employee resource groups. But critics contend that such policies come at the expense of nonminorities, and that the real goal should be race neutrality.
One striking aspect of Trump's actions against DEI and affirmative action, Moore noted, is the argument that laws and programs implemented to eliminate historical barriers to opportunity for underrepresented groups are being accused of advancing discrimination themselves.
"The efforts to recast those with a broad brush as discriminatory is really galling," Moore said. "It flies in the face of history and the laws themselves."
But Lennington, the legal activist, said he believes the executive orders will be effective. "There is no hiding from this," he said. "You can roll the dice and think that maybe a court someday is going to hold that this is unconstitutional or illegal -- but that is a hell of a business decision."
The order also brings a lot of uncertainty for universities, said Jonathan Fansmith, senior vice president of government relations and national engagement for the American Council on Education.
He said it was very telling that the order indicates there will be a report within 120 days with guidance about how to comply with the Supreme Court ruling banning the use of race in college admissions. That's a clear hat tip that a more expansive definition is coming, he said, one that could go well beyond admissions to include things such as race-based scholarships, leadership programs for women and affinity housing.
Fansmith questioned the provision about agencies identifying up to nine examples of the worst actors. "It's a little bit frustrating and confusing. Why nine -- not entirely clear."
And restricting that scrutiny to institutions with an endowment of $1 billion or more doesn't make sense, he said; universities believe their diversity programs are beneficial and serve a huge variety of students, including those with disabilities, veterans and rural students. But if the argument is they are discriminatory and harmful, limiting the investigation to a tiny subset of the 4,000 or so colleges "certainly lends itself to being taken as a political maneuver rather than a real effort to address concerns."
That's not to say it won't have real practical implications, he said. "There's a clear effort to chill activities on campuses to try and incentivize schools into some sort of pre-compliance."
Christopher Rufo, an anti-DEI activist who participated in the campaign to oust Harvard President Claudine Gay in January 2024, marveled at the force of the order.
"This is a sea change and my sources in Silicon Valley, Wall Street, and the Ivy League are confirming that the institutions are adapting to the new reality," he said in an email to The Post. "We won. The next four years are going to be about making these changes permanent."
John Hudson and Carol D. Leonnig contributed to this report.
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Federal agencies must revise telework policies by Friday, White House says
Agencies should require workers to comply within roughly 30 days of the policy announcement, White House Office of Personnel Management says.
By Emily Davies, Maxine Joselow | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump walks the colonnade to the Oval Office after returning from a national prayer service on Jan. 21 in Washington, D.C. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Heads of federal agencies have until 5 p.m. Friday to revise their telework policies, according to guidelines released late Wednesday by the White House's Office of Personnel Management, the latest indication of how President Donald Trump is seeking to reshape the sprawling federal government.
The memo did not set a date for the new policies to take effect, but directed agencies to require employees to comply with in-office mandates within roughly 30 days of the new policy announcement. Trump left it up to agency directors to determine exemptions, which the memo said should be "due to a disability, qualifying medical condition, or other compelling reason certified by the agency head and the employee's supervisor." The memo also said some exclusions may be granted by "collective bargaining obligations" -- a nod to agency contracts with unions, many of which include provisions around telework.
"The only way to get employees back to the office is to adopt a centralized policy requiring return-to-work for all agencies across the federal government," Charles Ezell, acting director of the Office of Personnel Management, wrote in the memo. "Seeking to cajole individual agencies to try to get employees to return to the worksite has not succeeded."
The release adds some clarity, albeit not much, to how Trump will deliver on his promises to disrupt a 2.3-million workforce he has repeatedly cast as inefficient, indolent and corrupt. In his first 48 hours in office, Trump stripped protections from civil servants, paving the way for his administration to stock the government with political loyalists, and halted diversity, equity and inclusion programs (DEI) throughout the federal government. He required scores of employees connected to such initiatives to be placed on administrative leave by Wednesday.
The flurry of executive orders and corresponding memos have perplexed federal workers, who are scrambling to figure out how the president's vision for the country will upend their lives. Part of that confusion has centered on in-office work requirements, as many employees either work remotely (from an at-home or rented space far from a headquarters or satellite office) or telework (commuting to an office only a few days each week).
Trump on the first day of his presidency banned remote work with some exemptions, but notably left telework out of his executive order. The Wednesday memo instructed agency heads to appoint a "Telework Managing Officer" to enforce the new edict.
Ezell included a "tracking" email address in the Wednesday memo for agency heads to share information, one of many signals that the administration plans to conduct fierce oversight of its mandates.
Still, employees across agencies have started to push back.
The principal diversity officer at the Interior Department sought to remind employees Wednesday that some civil rights initiatives are required by federal law, regardless of Trump's executive orders targeting DEI efforts, according to an internal email obtained by The Washington Post.
Equal Employment Opportunity statutes, for example, will still require "public civil rights complaints processing and training," among other things, wrote Jennifer Koduru, Interior's principal diversity officer and director of the Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Civil Rights.
She linked to federal code that calls on agencies to attempt "to eradicate every form of prejudice or discrimination from the agency's personnel policies, practices and working conditions."
Asked for comment, an Interior spokesperson did not directly address questions about the email, saying only that "the Department of the Interior is working to expeditiously implement the President's Executive Order."
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Justice Dept. revokes job offers to young lawyers in elite honors program
Students or graduates from Harvard, Duke, Georgetown, Stanford and other top law schools lost job offers from the Attorney General's Honors Program.
By Perry Stein, Ann Marimow | 2025-01-23

The Justice Department in Washington. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


The Justice Department has abruptly revoked recent job offers from the Attorney General's Honors Program -- a prestigious and competitive opportunity for top law school graduates to work in entry-level positions across the department.
The Trump administration's cancellation of the program was confirmed by multiple people familiar with the decision, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss it. It is one of several unusual decisions made at the Justice Department since President Donald Trump took office Monday, including the reassignment of senior officials in multiple divisions; a directive that prosecutors consider criminal charges against local officials who don't cooperate with federal immigration enforcement efforts; a freeze on new or uncharged civil rights cases; and a review of police-reform agreements negotiated with localities in recent months.
Those who know the honors program said the cancellation is unprecedented and has the potential to demolish one of the Justice Department's main recruiting efforts to get the nation's top law school graduates into the public sector. The program has operated for more than 60 years, hiring young lawyers through Democratic and Republican administrations.
The decision was announced via short emails from the Justice Department on Wednesday afternoon, which cited a government-wide hiring freeze announced Monday, shortly after Trump was inaugurated.
"Pursuant to the hiring freeze announced Jan. 20, 2025, your job offer has been revoked," said the email, multiple copies of which were obtained by The Washington Post.
A Justice Department spokesperson did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

An image shows the notice from the Justice Department revoking positions for top law school graduates in the prestigious Attorney General's Honors Program. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


The number of lawyers given offers through the program varies, but people familiar with it said upward of 100 can be hired each year. The most recent hires had staggered start dates throughout the second half of this year in divisions including antitrust, national security, criminal and more, the people familiar with the situation said. They were interviewed for the positions toward the end of the Biden administration and accepted their positions after the election knowing that Trump would be president, the people said.
Lawyers are hired for two years, with the aim of placing them in permanent career-track jobs after that. People familiar with the program said it was a key tool in replacing top legal talent lost through the usual attrition process.
Current students and graduates of Harvard, Duke, Georgetown, Berkeley, Stanford and the University of Virginia law schools are among those affected. Deans at those schools who oversee public-interest law programs are reeling from the news and scrambling to help their students and graduates, according to people familiar with the matter.
"Since 1953, the Attorney General's Honors Program has been recognized as the nation's premier entry-level federal attorney recruitment program," the Justice Department website states. "The Honors Program attracts candidates from hundreds of law schools across the country representing a broad cross-section of experiences and interests."
In issuing the hiring freeze Monday, Trump ordered vacant positions to remain unfilled and said no new positions would be created. Hiring fellowship programs, such as the honors program, have typically been exempt from such freezes, according to federal guidelines.
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Trump's Panama Canal ambitions gain traction in GOP-led Senate
Republicans hoping to thwart Beijing's influence in Latin America are urging the Panamanian government to cut ties with Chinese entities.
By Abigail Hauslohner, Karen DeYoung | 2025-01-23

The Panama Canal's Miraflores Locks. (Arnulfo Franco/AFP/Getty Images)


President Donald Trump's allies on Capitol Hill are working to translate his recent complaints about the Panama Canal into legislative action.
Sen. Eric Schmitt (R-Missouri), an early supporter of Trump's musings about seizing the strategic waterway, on Thursday introduced a resolution "calling on the Government of Panama" to cut its political and economic ties with China and Chinese businesses.
The nonbinding resolution, co-sponsored by Republican Sens. Tom Cotton (Arkansas), Roger Marshall (Kansas), Katie Boyd Britt (Alabama) and Pete Ricketts (Nebraska), won't compel any action, but Schmitt said he hopes it sends a signal to Panama, and to Trump, that the Republican-controlled Congress is ready to act on his foreign policy ambitions.
"This is an opportunity, I think, for Panama to do the right thing," Schmitt told The Washington Post. "They've now heard what President Trump has to say, and I hope they hear what the United States Senate has to say."
Trump complained at a December political rally about what he said were unfair tolls charged by Panama for passage of U.S. ships through the canal, remarks that in the weeks since have evolved into a rallying cry to reassert colonial-era control over a foreign partner state as part of Washington's ongoing global power competition with China.
Panama's embassy in Washington could not immediately be reached for comment. Panamanian President Jose Raul Mulino said in a statement after Trump's December remarks that "every square meter of the Panama Canal and its adjacent area belong to PANAMA, and will continue to be."
"The sovereignty and independence of our country are not negotiable," he wrote in the statement, which is posted on the embassy's website and was submitted to the United Nations. Asked Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, whether he was concerned about a Trump takeover of the canal, Mulino said, "Be serious."
Trump used his inaugural address Monday to reiterate that President Jimmy Carter was "foolish" to hand control of the Panama Canal to Panama under treaties that guarantee perpetual neutrality and U.S. and international access to the vital shipping lane, through which tens of thousands of ships pass annually.
Trump also reiterated a claim that it is China, not Panama, that now controls the canal. Earlier this month, he left open the possibility that the United States might retake the waterway by force.
"Panama's promise to us has been broken," Trump said in his inaugural address. "The purpose of our deal and the spirit of our treaty has been totally violated. American ships are being severely overcharged and not treated fairly in any way," he said. "And above all, China is operating the Panama Canal."
Hutchison Port Holdings, a Chinese company, has had a lease since 1997 to operate container facilities at ports on each end of the canal but has no control over the operation of the waterway, which is administered by the independent Panama Canal Authority. Fees, set and regularly reviewed by the authority, are based on size and weight of vessels and are openly published and cannot discriminate. Tolls have increased across the board in recent years as a severe drought in the region lowered water levels, causing passage delays.
Schmitt this week echoed Trump's claim that Panama has violated the treaties, but the resolution stops short of the assertion. It says instead that the involvement of Chinese state-owned enterprises and affiliated companies in canal development, construction and management "calls into question" the ability of Panama and the United States "to defend the canal's neutrality and ensure its operational security."

A cargo ship traverses the Panama Canal's Agua Clara Locks in September. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


The Panama Canal is one of dozens of places around the world that lawmakers and U.S. officials have pointed to in recent years as examples of Beijing's growing competitive influence, often waged through its Belt and Road Initiative to develop critical infrastructure in poorer countries, and through alleged "gray zone" tactics used to camouflage military expansion or operations under the guise of commercial activity.
While there is no evidence of Chinese military activity in areas where the Chinese companies operate in Latin America, U.S. policymakers have wrestled with the challenge posed by China's dominance of some critical supply chains and infrastructure as Beijing has made economic and political inroads across Latin America, Africa and Asia.
Panama has long been a center of U.S. and international banking, with close relations with Washington, although it severed diplomatic ties with Taiwan in 2017, establishing relations with Beijing during Trump's first term and joining China's Belt and Road Initiative. Nearly two dozen Latin American and Caribbean countries have overcome U.S. objections and done the same.
The Senate resolution, which echoes Trump's references to the money the United States spent to build the canal at the beginning of the 20th century, calls on Panama to "expel all officials from the People's Republic of China and representatives of Chinese state-affiliated entities operating within Panamanian ports and other critical infrastructure projects." It urges the U.S. government to "leverage" the provisions of its treaty agreements with Panama to act "decisively to counter undue foreign influence."
It also calls on the U.S. government to step up its own competitive offers to counter China's, including through "significant United States investments to modernize Panama's canal infrastructure and provide alternatives to Chinese-funded projects."
Another Republican lawmaker, Rep. Dusty Johnson (R-South Dakota), earlier this month introduced a bill in the House to authorize the president to enter negotiations to acquire the canal from Panama.
"I think we've been distracted for far too long," Schmitt said in an interview, referring to U.S. national security priorities. Trump, he said, is targeting an important issue and bringing America "back to a place where we're taking care of our core national interests, and understanding that China is our chief adversary, and the 21st century is going to be defined by who wins this competition."
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Trump sure sounds like he wants to prosecute Biden
Trump made a series of suggestive comments in his first big presidential interview, with Sean Hannity.
By Aaron Blake | 2025-01-23

Then-President-elect Donald Trump embraces Fox News host Sean Hannity at Fox Nation's Patriot Awards in Greenvale, New York, last month. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


Two weeks after Election Day 2016, Donald Trump made big news by suggesting that he didn't really want to see Hillary Clinton prosecuted. This despite him having told Clinton to her face that if he were president, "You'd be in jail." It was taken as a sign that his talk about siccing investigators on his foes -- a violation of long-standing norms -- was all so much campaign bluster.
It wasn't. In fact, Trump not only proceeded to talk about investigations of various political opponents, but we gradually learned he actually did things to try to make them happen -- albeit unsuccessfully. That was true of Clinton, former secretary of state John F. Kerry and former top FBI officials James B. Comey and Andrew McCabe.
Given all of that -- and given that now-President Trump seemingly has even more motivation to target his foes now after his indictments -- one of the biggest questions of his presidency is how much he intends to do it again.
It sure sounds like he might go right to the top.
Trump gave the first interview of his second term Wednesday to a familiar ally: Fox News host Sean Hannity. And Trump suggestively spoke -- repeatedly -- about the fact that former president Joe Biden had preemptively pardoned family members and House Jan. 6 committee figures, but not himself.
Now, let's make clear from the outset that, despite many accusations and years of investigation by House Republicans, they did not find any real evidence that Biden had committed crimes or benefited directly from some of his family's questionable business deals. They never even voted to impeach him.
Furthermore, Trump and others have often suggested that retribution would be justified by claiming Biden was behind Trump's indictments. In fact, there is no real evidence of that or anything comparable to Trump's first-term actions. About the firmest thing Republicans have pointed to is a 2022 New York Times report that Biden had privately complained about Trump not having been indicted.
In the Hannity interview, Trump brought up Biden's failure to pardon himself no fewer than four times, often saying Biden not pardoning himself reflected bad advice.
"Joe Biden has very bad advisers," Trump said. "Somebody advised Joe Biden to give pardons to everybody but him."
"And you know, the funny thing -- maybe the sad thing -- is he didn't give himself a pardon," Trump said. "And if you look at it, it all had to do with him. I mean, the money went to him."
"He pardoned everybody, but he didn't pardon himself," Trump added at another point. "And remember this: Those people that he pardoned are now mandated, because they got a pardon, to testify. And they can't take the Fifth."
(Translation: Those people can no longer avoid questions by asserting Fifth Amendment protections against self-incrimination, because they've been pardoned.)
Hannity directly asked, "Should Congress investigate that?"-- apparently referring to Biden's preemptive pardons. But perhaps tellingly, Trump took it as a question about his attorney general investigating Biden.
Trump gave a noncommittal answer but suggested his calculus was now different than it was with Clinton.
"I was always against that with presidents and Hillary Clinton; I could have had Hillary Clinton -- a big number done on her," Trump said, adding: "I went through four years of hell by this scum that we had to deal with. I went through four years of hell. I spent millions of dollars in legal fees and I won, but I did it the hard way. It's really hard to say that they shouldn't have to go through it also. It is very hard to say that."
Then Trump repeated: "Joe Biden -- remember this: Joe Biden got very bad advice like he has in everything."
When Hannity told Trump that he was being told to turn the subject to the economy because he was running out of time, Trump objected, saying, "I don't care."
"This is more important, because right now the economy is going to do great," Trump said.
Then Trump returned to the "more important" point he had made repeatedly before -- about the bad advice.
"But you have to understand he had bad advisers on almost everything," Trump said. "It's like in the old days when the secretary of state said he never made a correct decision on foreign policy. Joe Biden got very bad advice."
This was clearly a point of emphasis, judging by Trump's repeating the talking point over and over and making sure he got it in one last time, even when Hannity wanted to move on.
Trump for some reason really wanted everyone to remember that Biden not pardoning himself was a bad idea and even pointed to how people could be made to testify fully. He also mentioned how "the money" -- it's not clear what money -- went to Biden.
It's not terribly subtle.
How to read that? It's certainly possible this is Trump being provocative. But those who would like to dismiss this as bluster are ignoring plenty of history.
And Trump not only seems to have more motivation this time -- as he effectively told Hannity -- but he'll be surrounded by people who are more loyal to him. A big problem with Trump's previous efforts to politicize the justice system was not just the sheer lack of evidence, but the people around him who tried to adhere to the norms.
It's all a marked contrast to after the 2016 election, when Trump at the very least saw value in the perception that he was moving on.
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Trump revoked an anti-discrimination hiring rule. Here's what it means.
Lyndon B. Johnson's Executive Order 11246, promoting affirmative action in federal contracting, was among the number of DEI policies targeted by the president.
By Vivian Ho | 2025-01-23

President Lyndon B. Johnson's Executive Order 11246 required affirmative action and prohibited federal contractors from discriminating on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or national origin. (iStock)


As part of his directives targeting diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives (DEI), President Donald Trump revoked a landmark executive order signed by Lyndon B. Johnson to prevent discrimination in government employment and advance racial equality.
Union leaders and labor advocates have decried the move, with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission's three Democratic members saying in a joint statement that rescinding the 1965 order will remove "a source of protection against discrimination for the millions of Americans working for companies that receive federal dollars."
"We should be standing up for working Americans, not weakening their civil rights," the members said, noting that the principles of Johnson's Executive Order 11246 "have stood the test of time and remained in place through both Democratic and Republican administrations."
Here's what to know about Executive Order 11246 and Trump's reversal:
Executive Order 11246 directed federal contractors to take "affirmative action" to end discrimination at their firms and gave the Labor Department enforcement authority over violations found by the EEOC. It was one in a series of laws and executive orders that codified the employment protections that have existed for the American workforce for decades.
The policy was considered a major step in the federal government's effort to foster racial equality, coming one year after Johnson signed into law the Civil Rights Act of 1964 -- which created the EEOC, tasked with eliminating unlawful employment discrimination in the private and public sectors. It eventually led to the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, which expanded the reach and authority of the EEOC. Subsequent laws and executive orders built upon these policies, extending employment protections to not just race, sex, color, religion and national origin, but also sexual orientation, gender identity, disability and status as a protected veteran.
Conservatives have long railed against DEI programs, saying that diversity measures taken in workplaces, schools and other institutions were, in fact, discriminatory. In his executive order, Trump said such policies "violate the text and spirit of our longstanding Federal civil-rights laws" and diminish "the importance of individual merit, aptitude, hard work, and determination." He said that they "undermine our national unity, as they deny, discredit, and undermine the traditional American values of hard work, excellence, and individual achievement."
"Hardworking Americans who deserve a shot at the American Dream should not be stigmatized, demeaned, or shut out of opportunities because of their race or sex," the executive order reads.
The revocation of Executive Order 11246 goes into effect on April 20, 90 days after Trump signed the order.
Executive Order 11246 applies only to federal contractors, but companies that do business with the U.S. government make up a considerable part of the American workforce. The policy for decades has ensured that some of the country's largest companies implement robust affirmative action plans to hire women and people of color.
The policy has led to a more diverse workforce over the past 40 years, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and provided protections for workers from discriminatory practices. In 1989, women employed by the Harris Bank of Chicago who said they received lower pay than their male co-workers and were given fewer opportunities to advance recouped $14 million in back pay in 1989 because of the executive order.
It's unclear how the Trump administration plans to enforce his directives, particularly around Executive Order 11246. The Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs defines its affirmative action obligations as "the obligation on the part of the contractor to take action to ensure that applicants are employed, and employees are treated during employment, without regard to their race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, or status as a protected veteran."
Trump and other conservatives have often spoken about affirmative action "quotas," in which employers are forced to make a certain amount diversity-based hires to fulfill their DEI requirements, but the Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs does not permit "quotas, preferences, or set asides." Contractors with at least 50 employees must develop and maintain written affirmative action programs, but diversity goals are not meant to serve as a ceiling, but rather, "a benchmark against which the contractor measures the representation of persons within its workforce."
In the context of all of Trump's directives, however, the revocation of EO 11246 could have a significant impact on federal contractors and subcontractors. Trump also revoked Executive Order 13672. Signed by President Barack Obama in 2014, the order prohibits contractors from discriminating against employees on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender identity.
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Trump falsely triples number of reported overdose deaths as he targets cartels
The president claims that overdose deaths are really 300,000, when the government reports 90,000. 
By Glenn Kessler | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump signs executive orders at the White House on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


"They're killing our people. They're killing 250,000, 300,000 American people a year, not 100, like has been reported for 15 years. It's probably 300,000."
-- President Donald Trump, while signing an executive order designating drug cartels as foreign terrorist organizations, Jan. 20
Trump often exaggerates statistics to hype the scale of a crisis. He did so again when he signed an executive order targeting drug cartels -- and reiterated his plan to boost tariffs on Mexico and Canada to force a crackdown on drug organizations. He told reporters that although for "15 years" the number of overdose deaths was estimated at 100,000, it's really 250,000 to 300,000 -- "probably 300,000."
He repeated the claim a day later, with the caveat "I think." But, as on Monday, he made more definitive statements during a Turning Point political rally in December -- "The United States has lost 300,000 people a year" -- and at a November campaign rally -- "We lose 300,000 people a year to drugs entering from Mexico."
But his claim of 300,000 deaths is false. Drug overdose deaths only began to exceed 100,000 four years ago, in part a legacy of the coronavirus pandemic, but they started to decline in 2023. As of the 12 months ending in August, the most recent data available, the number of deaths was about 90,000, the CDC says.
Experts say there is no evidence the statistics, collected by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, are faulty; in fact, they have improved after a boost in federal funding when the scope of the opioid crisis became clear during the Obama administration.
The surge in drug overdoses has gone through three phases: deaths involving prescription opioids, following the introduction of OxyContin onto the market in 1996; heroin-involved overdose deaths after OxyContin was reformulated to make it difficult to crush into powder for snorting; and now deaths related to fentanyl and other synthetic opioids.
Traci Green, director of the Opioid Policy Research Collaborative at Brandeis University, said that early in the crisis, many drug overdose deaths were missed because they were connected to prescription drug abuse, which was not on the radar of government statisticians. But that changed in the mid-2010s after Congress approved federal funding to combat the problem, so the statistics have become more accurate. "They have only gotten better," she said, especially with machine-learning tools.
"We're not missing 200,000 people, that's for sure," she said. In fact, "there has been a good deal of excitement because the numbers have been declining in the last year. It's not the kind of epidemic we saw in Trump's first term."
Trump's first term coincided with the third wave of the crisis, as heroin overdose deaths fell but overdose deaths involving fentanyl soared.
Overall overdose deaths reached a high of nearly 115,000 in the 12-month period ending in mid-2023, before declining in 2024. The number of overdose deaths is now estimated to be lower than when Trump left office in January 2021.
Trump is targeting drug cartels because he believes they are responsible for fentanyl crossing into the United States.
The president in his statements points the finger equally at Mexico and Canada, but Canada is a minor player. Just 43 pounds of fentanyl were confiscated at the northern border in the 2024 fiscal year -- 0.2 percent of the volume at the U.S.-Mexico border, according to Customs and Border Protection statistics. In the first three months of the 2025 fiscal year, 10 pounds have been seized at the Canadian border, compared with 4,400 pounds on the Mexican border. Canadian authorities announced in November that they had dismantled the nation's largest drug laboratory, discovered in rural British Columbia.
Moreover, most of the smuggling of fentanyl is done by U.S. citizens. Government statistics assembled by David J. Bier of the Cato Institute show that between 2019 and 2024, U.S. citizens were 80 percent of people caught with fentanyl during border crossings at ports of entry. Moreover, between 2015 and 2024, 92 percent of fentanyl seizures occurred at legal crossing points or interior vehicle checkpoints, not on illegal migration routes, Bier concluded.
The White House press office did not respond to an email requesting the source of Trump's claim.
Opioid overdose deaths have started to decline, though they remain high. But Trump has no basis to claim that the statistics -- generated by a government agency that he now oversees -- are so inaccurate that the death toll is three times higher than reported. He is also wrong to claim that the number of overdose deaths was reported as 100,000 for 15 years. That only happened for 21/2 years. He earns Four Pinocchios.
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To gain a court seat, Republicans seek to throw out thousands of votes
Republican Jefferson Griffin narrowly lost his race for a North Carolina Supreme Court seat. He's asking the justices to throw out tens of thousands of votes. 
By Patrick Marley | 2025-01-23

North Carolina state Democratic Party Chair Anderson Clayton speaks in Raleigh last month about the election for a state Supreme Court seat. (Gary D. Robertson/AP)


Voting went smoothly for Christy Clausell, or at least it seemed like it at the time. She visited an early-voting site in Raleigh, checked in with a poll worker, showed her driver's license and cast her ballot.
Later -- after North Carolina Supreme Court Justice Allison Riggs (D) gained a narrow lead -- she learned Riggs's Republican challenger wanted to throw out Clausell's vote, along with tens of thousands of others.
"This to me is very self-serving," said Clausell, 49. "The voters spoke and elected whom we wanted to represent us. And it's basically like, 'We really don't care what you said. We're going to do kind of what we want to do anyway.'"
Most elections are decided at the ballot box. This one may be decided in court -- by the very justices who will sit alongside whoever is ultimately declared the winner.
The fight over the court seat reveals the intensifying politics of judicial elections and the spread of audacious election litigation in the years since Donald Trump unsuccessfully challenged his 2020 presidential loss. Losing candidate Jefferson Griffin last month asked Republicans who control the state Supreme Court to discard more than 60,000 votes to help him erase Riggs's 734-vote margin of victory.
Within weeks, the state Supreme Court justices blocked North Carolina's elections board from certifying Riggs's win so they could consider Griffin's challenge. On Wednesday, the justices kept that order in place but said they would let a lower court consider the challenge first. Riggs and her allies, meanwhile, are trying to get the federal courts to take over the case.
Most of the votes Griffin wants tossed were cast by people who he says have voter registrations that lack driver's license numbers or the last four digits of Social Security numbers. He argues voters are required to provide that information and says their votes should not be counted if they do not have that information on file.
Riggs and advocates for voting rights say throwing out votes for what amounts to paperwork errors would undermine democracy by disenfranchising voters who followed the instructions of election officials, showed ID at the polls and never had a reason to believe there was any problem with their registration.
"If I showed the photo ID, what's the issue here?" said Matthew Giangrosso, 28, who lives in Ashville and discovered his vote had been challenged. "It just seems like it's coming down to extra technicalities to try to bully Riggs into conceding."
When Abraham Rubert-Schewel of Durham learned his vote had been challenged, he tracked down a copy of the voter registration form he filled out in 2020. The form includes the last four digits of his Social Security number.
Rubert-Schewel, 38, said he presumes at least some others whose votes are being challenged also have that information on file and should not have their eligibility thrown into doubt. "It really weakens my sense of our democracy in North Carolina," he said.
Griffin, a judge on the state's court of appeals, said he couldn't comment because discussing ongoing litigation would violate the state's judicial ethics code. Jason Simmons, chairman of the North Carolina Republican Party, said in a statement that Griffin is pursuing the case to correct errors made by election officials.
"Judge Griffin's protests highlight clear, specific violations of state law and must be addressed by the N.C. Supreme Court," Simmons said in his statement.
North Carolina is a battleground state, and Riggs's narrow victory highlights the closely divided electorate. Trump won the presidential race there, but Democrats secured victories in the races for governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general.
Republicans hold a 5-2 majority on the court, but they are not united. One Republican joined a Democrat in dissenting from the decision that blocked the elections board from certifying the results. In a concurring opinion, another Republican emphasized that the decision was preliminary and did not signal how the court would ultimately rule. Riggs did not participate in the case, and the GOP fractures raise the prospect of a 3-3 deadlock that could clear the way for election officials to confirm her victory.
The six justices hearing the case agreed Wednesday to send it to a lower court for now. The case could return to them soon but it may nonetheless persist for a long time.
"This litigation potentially could go on for years," said Robert Orr, who served on North Carolina's high court for a decade. "I don't think Justice Riggs is going to give up, and it appears that Judge Griffin isn't going to give up."
Most of the attention has been on voters who allegedly did not provide identification numbers on their registration forms. Griffin has also challenged two smaller groups -- overseas and military voters who did not provide copies of their IDs when they voted by mail and overseas voters who have never lived in North Carolina but cast ballots there because their parents are from the state.
Griffin's strategy would almost certainly hit Democrats harder than Republicans. He wants to throw out about 5,500 overseas ballots in four heavily Democratic counties -- but not tens of thousands in the state's 96 other counties.
Andrew Dunn, publisher of the conservative newsletter Longleaf Politics, said he shares Griffin's concerns about whether election laws are being strictly followed. But, he said, those questions should have been resolved before the election, not after.
"It's not right to lose a race and then ask a court that your party controls to throw out enough votes so that you win," he said.
And if Griffin prevails, other Republicans may pay a price for years, Dunn said.
"A stolen seat is a powerful attack ad that you can run against Republicans up and down the ballot," Dunn said.
As the case plays out, the challenged voters are waiting to find out whether their ballots will count. Among them is Gabby Chiarenza, an aide to a Democratic state lawmaker who discovered her vote was targeted when she was doing research for her boss.
"You find your name, and then there's nothing you can do about it," said Chiarenza, 23. "You just need to sit with it. And, you know, the fate of your vote at that point is kind of up to whatever the judge is going to decide."
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Trump's anger toward World Health Organization may reshape global health, politics
Public health experts say the United States' departure could cripple the WHO's operations or leave an opening for China to assume greater control over the agency.
By Dan Diamond, Lena H. Sun | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump signs executive orders at the White House on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


For five years, Donald Trump has blamed an arm of the United Nations for fueling the coronavirus pandemic that helped end his first presidency.
"The World Health Organization should be ashamed of themselves, because they're like the public relations agency for China," Trump seethed in April 2020, alleging that the WHO helped cover up the origins and spread of the virus. One month later, Trump announced that the United States would become the first nation to withdraw from the preeminent global health alliance -- a decision that his successor, Joe Biden, reversed when he took office in January 2021.
Now Trump is again pulling out of the WHO, signing an executive order Monday that immediately terminates America's commitment to the organization. The decision has alarmed WHO allies, who dispute Trump's characterization and say that the global health group worked diligently to combat an unprecedented threat. WHO leaders also insist that there is time to negotiate the U.S. departure, pointing to a one-year formal process to withdraw from the organization.
"We hope the United States will reconsider and we look forward to engaging in constructive dialogue," the WHO said in a statement.
But after years of grievances, including his complaints over the cost of participating, it is not clear that Trump can be persuaded to rejoin the WHO. Public health experts say the nation's departure could cripple the WHO's operations -- the United States is responsible for nearly 20 percent of its funding -- or leave an opening for China to assume greater control over the agency that helps coordinate the response to international health crises.
"Things have come full circle," said J. Stephen Morrison, who oversees global health policy at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a nonprofit focused on national security. "We thought we were striking a blow at WHO and China five years ago. Now, if we carry forward with this, we're giving a great benefit to the Chinese."
It is also unclear whether the WHO would need to downsize its ambitions, which include identifying disease outbreaks around the world and setting long-term public health goals such as eliminating malaria. The United States has historically been the single largest contributor to the WHO, with contributions ranging from $163 million to $816 million annually over the past decade, according to KFF, a nonprofit health-care-research organization.
The WHO and its member nations are currently battling an outbreak of Marburg virus, a deadly cousin of Ebola, in Tanzania; struggling to contain the H5N1 bird flu outbreak in the United States; and trying to stop the return of vaccine-preventable childhood diseases, such as measles, amid rising vaccine hesitancy around the globe.
Trump's decision to withdraw from the WHO could be "catastrophic," said Loyce Pace, who served as the Biden administration's liaison to the organization before leaving office this month. She credited the organization for its reach, saying that it could help combat diseases in countries where the United States does not operate, and noted that viruses do not respect international borders.
Pace, who mounted a 2020 effort to urge the United States to remain in the WHO, also predicted it would be harder to rally support today, saying that the global health alliance has been wrongly scapegoated.
"Now you have organized networks that would be happy to see WHO's demise -- even if it comes at our expense," she said.
Trump reiterated his complaints about the WHO as he signed his executive order Monday, framing it as a business negotiation. China, he told reporters, has long contributed just a fraction of what the United States has given to the WHO, despite having a larger population. Trump also said he had discussed rejoining the organization five years ago but cutting U.S. contributions by more than 90 percent -- which he suggested could have been a path for Biden, too.
The WHO "wanted us back so badly, so we'll see what happens," Trump said.
The WHO, which works out of a complex in Geneva, became the focus of global attention in the early days of the coronavirus pandemic, as its experts worked to track the new threat and explain its risks. Trump and his deputies initially hailed the WHO as a key source of information as the country abruptly shuttered schools and businesses in March 2020.
"The United States is working with our friends and partners around the world to stop the spread of the virus and coordinate our efforts," Trump said that month, crediting the WHO and its director general, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
But the WHO soon emerged as a favorite punching bag for Trump, as he castigated the organization as overly deferential to China and unfairly critical of the U.S. response.
Some of the agency's guidance, such as its decision to play down the risk that the virus was spreading by air, drew scorn from Trump administration officials. A GOP-led House panel that probed the coronavirus response also recently faulted the WHO as ignoring early warnings from Taiwan about the potential coronavirus threat "because of pressure from China." The self-governing island, which China claims as a province, is not formally recognized as a member of the WHO.
"The WHO was misinformed, denied access to China, and was used as cover for [the Chinese Communist Party's] reckless actions," the House report concluded.

A woman walks past a closed and fenced-off seafood market in Wuhan, China, on Monday. (Alex Plavevski/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


WHO officials dispute that they have favored China, with the media office pointing to a list of actions that the organization took to question China's transparency on the origins of the coronavirus. Morrison, the Center for Strategic and International Studies expert, also credited the WHO for managing a balancing act with one of its largest and most influential members.
Tedros, the public health official who leads the WHO, "did hang tough against China," Morrison said, citing examples such as the organization's efforts to further investigate the virus's origins after the agency's initial visit to the potential epicenter, Wuhan. "The Chinese wanted to declare victory and close the book. He refused to do that."
Republicans in Congress and conservatives have separately criticized the WHO's ongoing efforts to craft a new treaty that would guide the global response to the next pandemic, saying that the WHO's proposals would wrongly override U.S. intellectual property rights in favor of transferring technology to other countries -- such as China. They also have said the treaty repeats some of the mistakes of the coronavirus crisis by failing to hold China accountable for not fully sharing information about the origins of the pandemic.
Trump also continued to attack the alliance after leaving office and as he returned to the presidential campaign trail.
"The World Health Organization has become nothing more than a corrupt globalist scam," Trump said in a three-minute video posted to his social media account in October 2023, blaming Biden for rejoining the group and vowing to craft a better one. "I will work to forge a new coalition of nations that are strongly committed to protecting health while also upholding sovereignty and freedom."
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment about Trump's plan for an alternate alliance.
As Trump's potential return loomed in recent years, WHO officials debated how to reinforce the organization's value and stave off another attempt by the United States to withdraw, said three people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations with WHO leaders.
Seeking to shore up support, the WHO has reiterated a message to lawmakers: If the United States pulled out of the global alliance, it would pose a national security threat, not just a public health concern. As an example, the WHO has pointed to its own role helping its members build surveillance to monitor the health of migrants, such as the travelers who traverse the Darien Gap connecting Colombia and Panama as they attempt to make their way into the United States. That effort has been focused on identifying infectious diseases such as malaria and influenza.
The WHO also installed a full-time staffer in Washington last fall, the first time in more than a decade that the agency had done so, and has touted its efforts to become a more flexible, transparent organization.
But it has remained under fire from Republicans and some Democrats who have said that the WHO has not undergone sufficient self-examination -- and has not been savvy enough to recognize the existential threat.
"The WHO only have themselves to blame for this," Leslie Shedd, a former spokeswoman for the House Foreign Affairs Committee, wrote in a text message. "I don't want to speak for President Trump or his administration, but I would imagine they have no intention of getting back in the WHO until they see real change."

The WHO's headquarters in Geneva. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


Ashish Jha, who led the Biden administration's coronavirus response, wrote an op-ed last week calling on the United States to remain in the WHO but insisting that the organization needed to reform its operations and leadership. In an interview, Jha said he was perplexed as to why WHO leaders spent several days "aiming their fire" at his op-ed -- such as crafting a rebuttal that published Tuesday -- when, he said, there should have been higher priorities, such as trying to sway Trump and his allies.
"They should have been spending the last six weeks, when we knew this was likely coming, trying to do something to prevent this outcome," Jha said. "This outcome, if it holds, could be catastrophic for WHO -- but it is not clear to me that this is an organization that understands what has changed and the world that they're now living in."
Global health experts said they were unsure whether there would be popular backlash against Trump's retreat from the WHO. While Trump's actions in 2020 were met with surprise and indignation, "now, there's a real risk they will be met with defeat and resignation," Alexandra Phelan, an expert in global health law and senior scholar at Johns Hopkins University's Center for Health Security, wrote in an email.
Other experts say they are bracing for more Trump decisions that could affect global health. Rebecca Katz, director of the Center for Global Health Science and Security at Georgetown University, warned that other global health entities such as the Global Fund, a worldwide partnership to fight HIV, tuberculosis and malaria; the Gavi vaccine alliance; and domestic programs such as PEPFAR, face uncertain paths forward if the United States pulls back from the WHO.
Jennifer Kates, who directs global health and HIV policy at KFF, said she was worried about the inevitability of another health crisis -- and the uncertain role the United States would play.
"Perhaps the biggest potential impact is when the next outbreak or pandemic hits," Kates said. "While the U.S. can do a lot on its own, it can't do it all."
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Trump brings a jarring shift to the White House in first days back 
From decorations to executive orders, the 47th president has taken an aggressive posture in attempting to remake government.
By Matt Viser | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump speaks about infrastructure and artificial intelligence as Oracle Chairman Larry Ellison, left, SoftBank CEO Masayoshi Son and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman look on Tuesday at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump on Monday night sat at the Resolute Desk, the button summoning a Diet Coke having returned, and signed a batch of executive orders while answering question after question from reporters.
He said that China had invited him to travel to the country (and said he "could be" making a trip this year) and that he would soon speak with Russian President Vladimir Putin. He called former congresswoman Liz Cheney a "lunatic" and "a nut job." He complimented Bill Clinton ("a very good politician"), criticized Joe Biden's pardons of family members ("that makes him look very guilty") and talked about speaking with Barack Obama during the funeral for Jimmy Carter ("we were having some crazy conversation").
He discussed Venezuela ("great country 20 years ago"), signed an order seeking to revoke birthright citizenship ("it's just absolutely ridiculous") and claimed that Spain was a part of the BRICS global partnership (it is not).
The session stretched for some 45 minutes, contained numerous factual inaccuracies and offered a stark reminder of how much had shifted over the eight-hour span since Biden had departed the building, having taken a selfie with his wife just steps from where Trump was sitting.
In both style and substance this week, there has been a jarring shift inside the walls of the White House.
Where Biden rarely spoke to reporters at length, Trump is holding court and going so far as to reposition photographers in the room for a head-on shot. Where Biden's public appearances were often short, scripted and focused on a single topic he hoped would drive the day's news cycle, Trump's are lengthy, freewheeling and filled with potential news cycles in a single half-hour burst -- as well as multiple falsehoods and exaggerations.
"We're back," Trump said Tuesday night in the Roosevelt Room, where he started with remarks about large investments in private-sector artificial intelligence but then meandered into Ukraine, tariffs and how much water is required for a good shower ("Thirty-eight gallons doesn't last very long," he claimed).
"I think we're going to do things that people would be shocked at," Trump added.
On that, most Democrats seem to agree. The opposition party has struggled to keep pace with where to best focus its outrage. In a matter of days, Trump has granted mass pardons for rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol, including many who assaulted police; made plans to send at least 10,000 additional troops to the southern border; and signed the birthright citizenship order.
"I understand his tactics. I know he thrives in chaos and overloading people," said Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-Texas). "I think it's really important that Democrats lead the way in clarifying at least something ... you can wrap your head around."
Republicans have been surprised at how swiftly Trump has implemented some of his agenda and gleeful about the shift in power and the new invitations they have received to the White House.
"He's happy to be back," House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) told reporters after a White House meeting of GOP congressional leaders on Trump's first full day. "They're unpacking boxes, and they're setting up again."

Workers load moving trucks with furniture outside the West Wing of the White House on Jan. 10. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Over the course of several hours, from the time Biden left to the time Trump arrived, the Oval Office was redone in ways that are revealing about Trump's desire to leave his mark on the presidency a second time.
George Washington's portrait was positioned where Biden had put Franklin D. Roosevelt in a prominent spot over the fireplace. A bust of Winston Churchill, which Trump had four years ago and which Biden removed, had returned. So had the Diet Coke button, as first reported by the Wall Street Journal. Biden had kept the golden drapes Trump used, so those remained, but the new blue carpet Biden had installed was changed back to the more neutral one Trump had during his first term.
The bust of labor leader Cesar Chavez was gone, and a large portrait of Andrew Jackson, the pugilistic populist president, had returned.
"First of all, I just got here, so my people came in -- we have extraordinary decorators," Trump said, pointing to the portraits. "That's a good one; I can live with him."
"I can live with George Washington, I can live with Thomas Jefferson, I can live with most of them," he added. "They took a very safe route; they don't have any bad ones up there."
In the hallways, where photos were rotated every few weeks to include things that had occurred in Biden's administration, there are now images of Trump. He is watching fireworks. Getting on Air Force One and off Marine One. He is standing under umbrellas at Arlington National Cemetery.
Staffers are arriving and getting access to new email accounts. There are empty frames on office walls.
There has yet to be a briefing in the White House briefing room, but it is filled with reporters awaiting developments. On Wednesday, Fox News host Sean Hannity walked through after an interview with Trump, which he declared was "amazing."
"He is focused and he's happy and he has a big agenda," Hannity said. "He's dialed-in."
The font changed on the White House website, and a Spanish-language version was removed. At the Pentagon, a newly hung portrait of retired Gen. Mark A. Milley -- the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff who often clashed with Trump, and who Biden gave a preemptive pardon hours before he left office -- was swiftly taken down.
While several House Democrats served during the first Trump administration, many had never done so as members of the minority party. House Democrats talked for weeks about the party's way forward after a defining loss in November, recognizing the challenges that would come once Trump was officially sworn in.
But the rampant changes this week have been emotional for Democrats, leaving several with whiplash and the hopeless feeling that they don't have any levers of power to stop GOP policies.
"Donald Trump has been president for 48 hours and rolled back the clock on so much of our progress," said Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota).
"This is Trump 2.0 unhinged," said Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-California), who was in office during Trump's first administration.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (New York) tried to lift the mood of Democrats during their weekly caucus meeting Tuesday, saying their best strategy is to remain unified as Trump tries to "flood" the zone and divide them, according to several people in the room.
On the other side, Republicans are excited about reclaiming all the levers of political power.
"I like the quick pace," Rep. Mike Haridopolos (R-Florida) said in an interview. "He promised swift action. And he's doing that. If you're not keeping up, maybe you shouldn't be here. The president has been aggressive about it. And I can't wait to be even more aggressive."

Trump speaks to reporters as he signs executive orders in the Oval Office on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Where Trump entered office eight years ago as a political newcomer still viewed warily by members of his own party, he now arrives with experience in office, a staff of loyalists and an iron grip on congressional Republicans.
"He's so much more focused now," House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) told reporters after the Trump meeting. "You know, because he was in office already, he was president for four years, and he's got a resolve. You can just see it. He came here to really solve the problems that our country is facing, and do it quickly. He's, you know, he's got a very focused agenda. And so do we."
The night Biden took office, he too signed several executive orders -- some of which Trump, exactly four years later, reversed.
Biden sat for about three minutes in front of the cameras. He answered a single question, which was about the note Trump had left for him.
"The president wrote a very generous letter," Biden said that night. "Because it was private, I will not talk about it until I talk to him. But it was generous."
Trump, at the urging of Fox News correspondent Peter Doocy, opened the drawer of the Resolute Desk and found the letter Biden had left for him. He joked about reading it aloud but then stopped, thanking reporters for bringing his attention to a note he said he otherwise might not have found for months. "It was basically a little bit of -- an inspirational-type letter," he said later.
He joked that he might release it publicly. And then, less than 48 hours after discovering it, he did.
"As I take leave of this sacred office I wish you and your family all the best in the next four years," Biden wrote in the letter, a copy of which was published by Fox News. "The American people -- and people around the world -- look to this house for steadiness in the inevitable storms of history, and my prayer is that in the coming years will be a time of prosperity, peace, and grace for our nation."
"May God bless you and guide you," Biden added, "as He has blessed and guided our beloved country since our founding."
Marianna Sotomayor and Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report.
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Trump threatens to withhold aid for California wildfires in first TV interview since inauguration 
"I don't think we should give California anything until they let water flow down," he told Sean Hannity.
By Cat Zakrzewski, Sarah Ellison, Michael Birnbaum | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump on Jan. 22 gave his first sit-down interview since his inauguration with Fox News host Sean Hannity in the Oval Office.


President Donald Trump threatened to withhold federal aid from California as it works to recover from devastating wildfires, recycling several baseless claims and attacks against California's Democratic leaders during his first sit-down interview since his inauguration.
"I don't think we should give California anything until they let water flow down," he told Sean Hannity during a Fox News interview that aired Wednesday night.
Trump was repeating a false claim he has repeatedly made that California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) and other public officials have refused to allow water from the northern part of the state to flow down into the Los Angeles area.
Withholding aid, or making it conditional, would be a significant change in standard practice for how the government responds to natural disasters. Recent hurricane funding for mostly GOP-led states passed Congress without conditions.
Los Angeles does not get its water from the Northern California systems Trump described, and water experts have repeatedly explained that the scale and severity of the Southern California fires was not caused by empty reservoirs or a lack of water flowing from Northern California.
Trump is scheduled to visit California to review the damage from this month's devastating fires this week, but he said he was not yet sure if he would meet with Newsom while there. He derided Newsom for his response to questions about why the country's largest state has failed to contain the flames, which have killed at least 27 people and left 22 more unaccounted for.
Newsom wrote a letter to Trump earlier this month asking him to come see the devastation firsthand and to meet with firefighters and families affected by the fires. Newsom's team has not heard back from Trump's team, but the California governor plans to meet him as he steps off Air Force One, aides to Newsom said.
Trump used the wide-ranging interview with one of his closest friends in TV news to elevate a host of exaggerated claims about immigration and advance attacks against political opponents, including the lawmakers who investigated his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Such claims were a feature of his campaign, but now Trump is making them from the Oval Office as he moves in the first days of his presidency to swiftly advance his agenda and dismantle his predecessor's.
Trump also defended his pardons of almost 1,600 people convicted of crimes related to the Jan. 6 effort to overturn the 2020 election, minimizing the violence of the day.
"Most of the people were absolutely innocent, okay?" Trump told Hannity.
The pardons -- especially of the rioters who were convicted of committing acts of violence against police officers -- have come under criticism, including from police unions. More than 200 of the rioters were convicted of felony assault on police officers, with an average prison sentence of about four years.
"Nobody's ever been treated so badly," Trump said. "They were treated like the worst criminals in history. And you know what they were there for. They were protesting the vote because they knew the election was rigged."
Asked about the pardons for people convicted of violence against law enforcement, Trump said that "they were very minor incidents, and it was time."
About 140 police officers were injured at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Five officers' deaths are tied to the riot, though none of the criminal charges are connected to the deaths.
Trump said that he was clear during the 2024 campaign that he planned to pardon Jan. 6 rioters, and that since he won, it should be no surprise that he followed through with his vow.
During the interview, Hannity spoke of his 30-year friendship with Trump, recounting how he told him he would be even "bigger" if he came back with nonconsecutive terms after the 2020 election. The exchange underscored how Hannity has served as Trump's unofficial adviser, speaking with him several times a week, according to people familiar with the dynamic who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak about private conversations. Hannity has weighed in on policy arguments and made suggestions about specific administration personnel. During the first term, Trump's aides sometimes referred to Hannity as his "unofficial chief of staff," whom Trump turned to when he was frustrated by the advice of his White House aides.
Sometimes, that relationship has been too close for Fox. In 2018, Hannity made a guest appearance at Trump's final midterm elections rally in Missouri and stood onstage next to him, effectively becoming part of the campaign. Afterward, Rupert and Lachlan Murdoch were personally involved in a Fox-issued statement that expressed disapproval of Hannity's actions.
But Fox has greatly benefited from Hannity's proximity to Trump and is looking ahead to another term in which their prime-time star has a front-row seat to the Trump presidency. Hannity convened House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and dozens of fellow House members in the Rayburn Room inside the Capitol, where Hannity interviewed Johnson about how to push the president's agenda. Notably, Hannity urged the House members present to not "screw it up."
Hannity's show frequently features Trump's false claims about immigration. The president once again claimed that nations are emptying their prisons to allow criminals to enter the United States illegally.
"They came out of jail from other countries. ... They've emptied their jails. I would if I were president or prime minister or something of another country. I'd empty my jails right into America, into the United States. Why not? And many of them did."
Immigration experts know of no effort by other countries to empty their prisons and mental institutions, The Post previously reported.
In the meandering interview, Trump also mused about why President Joe Biden did not preemptively pardon himself before he left office.
"You know, the funny thing -- maybe the sad thing -- is he didn't give himself a pardon. And if you look at it, it all had to do with him," Trump said in a preview clip of the interview.
Trump also said he was "given the option" of preemptively issuing pardons -- including pardoning himself -- before he left office after his first term.
"I said, 'I'm not going to pardon anybody. We didn't do anything wrong,'" he told Hannity, lamenting how some of his advisers, such as Stephen K. Bannon and Peter Navarro, had "suffered." Navarro and Bannon were both sentenced to four months behind bars for stonewalling Congress's investigation into the Jan. 6 Capitol attack.
Trump said that he would prefer to put his legislative priorities into a single, massive bill as a way to tamp down on Republican infighting, but he also expressed an openness to breaking it into separate bills.
"I don't care as long as we get to the final answer," he told Hannity. "I like the concept of that one bill -- I guess I said one big beautiful and that's what everyone says."
"I do like that concept," he added. "It could be something else. It could be a smaller bill and a big bill. I think as long as we get to the right answer."
Maeve Reston, Matt Viser and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Sean Hannity interviews Trump; Laken Riley Act passes
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.
By Sabrina Rodriguez, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Michael Birnbaum, Maeve Reston, Reis Thebault, Matt Viser, Carol D. Leonnig, Spencer Hsu, Tom Jackman, Karen DeYoung, Emily Davies, Michael Brice-Saddler, John Hudson, Brianna Sacks, Maxine Joselow, Perry Stein, Aaron Blake, Marianne LeVine, Washington Post staff, Lori Aratani, Nick Miroff, Dan Lamothe, Maria Sacchetti, Ellen Nakashima, Jacqueline Alemany, Liz Goodwin, Lauren Weber, Rachel Roubein, Clara Ence Morse, Meryl Kornfield, Vivian Ho, Mark Berman, Jeremy Roebuck, Federica  Cocco, Amanda Coletta, David Ovalle, Caitlin Gilbert, Tony Romm, Will Oremus, Ellie Silverman, Cat Zakrzewski, Marianna Sotomayor, Frances Vinall, Lena H. Sun, Dan Diamond, Abigail Hauslohner, Jonathan O'Connell | 2025-01-23
President Donald Trump said in an interview that aired Wednesday evening that "all [the Federal Emergency Management Agency] does is complicate everything," repeating his criticism and misleading claims about federal disaster response during the Biden administration. "I'd rather see the states take care of their own problems," Trump told Fox News host Sean Hannity in his first sit-down interview of his presidency. He added states should "fix" what's happening in their states and "then the federal government can help them out with the money." The pretaped discussion with Hannity is airing hours after the House passed the Laken Riley Act -- legislation that would allow Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents to detain undocumented immigrants accused of theft-related crimes, raising questions about due process. The bill will be the first Trump signs in his second term and is seen as a sign of the immigration crackdown to come.
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As Jan. 6 leaders call for retribution, judges warn against revisionism
Proud Boys and Oath Keepers leaders call for investigation of prosecutors. Judges say history will remember their record of Jan. 6 Capitol riot and 2020 election.
By Spencer Hsu, Tom Jackman, Mariana Alfaro | 2025-01-23

Enrique Tarrio, the former Proud Boys leader, arrives Wednesday at Miami International Airport. Tarrio, who was serving 22 years in federal prison after he was convicted of seditious conspiracy in connection to the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol attack, was among the defendants who had their sentences pardoned or commuted by President Donald Trump. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Two newly freed leaders of the far-right Proud Boys and Oath Keepers groups called for investigations into the prosecution of people charged in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot, assailing judges, jurors and prosecutors as they sought "retribution" after being granted clemency from President Donald Trump.
The statements by Proud Boys leader Henry "Enrique" Tarrio and Oath Keepers founder Stewart Rhodes, released from sentences of 22 years and 18 years for seditious conspiracy, came before House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on Wednesday announced formation of a new Judiciary subcommittee led by Rep. Barry Loudermilk (R-Georgia) to investigate the House's own investigation of the Capitol riot four years ago.
The moves underscored how the punishments of Jan. 6 defendants have become a rallying cry for parts of Trump's base, and how his pardons of all of nearly 1,600 defendants -- including, controversially, those convicted of political violence and assaults against police -- have fed into GOP efforts to punish Democrats for what they call the "weaponization" of the Justice Department.
They also mark a deeper fight over how the history of the Jan. 6 Capitol breach will ultimately be written.
On Wednesday, several federal judges granted the Justice Department's pardon-based requests to dismiss cases while saying in their rulings that the true story of Jan. 6 could not be whitewashed.
"Dismissal of charges, pardons after convictions, and commutations of sentences will not change the truth of what happened on January 6, 2021," U.S. District Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly wrote in dismissing one riot defendant's case.
The record in these cases -- thousands of videos, trial transcripts, verdicts and legal opinions analyzing the evidence through a neutral lens -- "are immutable and represent the truth, no matter how the events of January 6 are described by those charged or their allies," the judge said.

President Donald Trump speaks to leadership with, from left, Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota), Vice President JD Vance, first lady Melania Trump, Speaker of the House Mike Johnson and House Majority Leader Steve Scalise as he signs documents after his swearing-in Monday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The clash came as newly pardoned defendants and their allies used their freedom to flood airwaves and lobby Capitol Hill. Tarrio addressed reporters upon returning home to Miami after serving 34 months of a 22-year prison term for seditious conspiracy.
"Now it's our turn," said Tarrio, who received the longest sentence in the riot for mobilizing his right-wing group as an "army" to keep Trump in power through violence as Congress met to confirm the 2020 election. Trial evidence showed that he and his lieutenants, inspired by Trump's directive to "stand by" during a 2020 presidential debate and join a "wild" protest on Jan. 6, drew scores of followers to Washington who helped instigate the mob at the Capitol.
Tarrio called into Infowars.com, the web stream hosted by pro-Trump conspiracy theorist Alex Jones, hours after his Tuesday release and claimed to be the victim of a campaign to put Trump supporters in prison. He called for imprisoning Biden attorney general Merrick Garland for "corruption" to "give him a taste of his own medicine."
"The people who did this, they need to feel the heat. They need to be put behind bars and they need to be prosecuted," Tarrio said. "Success is going to be retribution.
"We've got to do everything in our power to make sure that the next four years sets us up for the next hundred years."
Rhodes, whose 18-year term was commuted after he served 21/2 years, on Wednesday said he met with three GOP lawmakers at the Capitol, seeking to win a full pardon for himself and 13 others who received only commutations. He also sought relief from post-release supervision requirements and the loss of veteran disability payments.
"I want all 14 of the guys who received commutations to receive pardons," Rhodes said. "And then after that, I want reform."
Rhodes and his followers were convicted of stashing a "mini-arsenal" of firearms in hotels surrounding Washington for use at Rhodes's call, hoping that Trump would invoke the Insurrection Act and deputize them in charge of private militia to keep him in office.
After his release the previous day, Rhodes maintained that the 2020 election was "stolen" and the Capitol riot the work of what one person who interviewed him described as "a Jan. 6 fed-surrection coverup."
Asked outside the D.C. jail Tuesday if he would serve as Trump's "secretary of retribution," Rhodes outlined a plan to investigate police witnesses and prosecutors "on up the chain."

Stewart Rhodes, founder of the Oath Keepers, talks to the media outside the D.C. Department of Corrections after being pardoned for crimes related to the Jan. 6 insurrection at the Capitol. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post) 


Analysts warned that while pardons after violent moments in U.S. history -- such as those offered to Confederate soldiers after the Civil War -- were meant to be part of a process of reconstructing the country, Trump's pardons seemed different. They said Trump's decision appeared to be based on rewarding personal loyalty to himself and to validate his baseless claims that he lost the 2020 election to Joe Biden by fraud.
"It is not clear from Trump's statements that his interest in the January 6th convicts incorporates a larger vision about reconciliation or domestic tranquility after conflict or about the best path forward for American democracy," said political scientist Julie Novkov, dean of Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy. Rather, they may align with "his pledges to pursue his perceived opponents and enemies."
Novkov cautioned that if Trump reinforces his claims of election denialism and justification for violent popular resistance to the transfer of power, it might encourage other actors to take further measures in the hopes of winning his support.
How Jan. 6 will be viewed by historians "depends mostly on what happens next," said Columbia University historian Eric Foner, one of the country's leading experts on the Civil War and the Reconstruction.
"If Trump's second term now turns out to be fairly normal -- although Trump is not a normal character -- then maybe the memory of Jan. 6 will just fade away," Foner said.
But the idea of interfering in the electoral process -- the peaceful transfer of power that had been the American experiment's contribution to posterity -- "is alive and well," Foner said, "and if that continues and grows, that will be an unfortunate feature of American democracy going forward."
In an opinion Wednesday, U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell dismissed cases against two pardoned Proud Boys members but declined to go along with a Trump Justice Department request to do so "with prejudice," which would keep them from being charged again.
The distinction has little practical effect. The five-year statute of limitations on such charges ends Jan. 6, 2026, in less than a year, well before Trump's term ends. Howell's point was that prosecutors in citing Trump's pardon declaration failed to provide any factual basis to contradict evidence the men submitted in plea papers.
Howell defended the work of the courts, prosecutors, defenders and other public servants in the criminal justice system, saying they had afforded "those charged every protection guaranteed by our Constitution." And she rejected "the revisionist myth" in Trump's pardon proclamation, which stated that it "ends a grave national injustice that has been perpetrated upon the American people over the last four years" and "begins a process of national reconciliation."
"No 'national injustice' occurred here, just as no outcome-determinative election fraud occurred in the 2020 presidential election," Howell concluded. "No 'process of national reconciliation' can begin when poor losers, whose preferred candidate loses an election, are glorified for disrupting a constitutionally mandated proceeding in Congress and doing so with impunity."
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Trump targeted federal workers in his opening act, starting with DEI employees     
Fifteen percent of federal workers are based in the D.C. region, where cuts and changes will be felt acutely.
By Emily Davies, Matt Viser, Michael Brice-Saddler | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump issued an executive order calling for an end to remote work for federal employees on his first day in office. (Sarah Silbiger for The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump targeted federal workers in an opening act aimed at exerting political control over a sprawling bureaucracy -- putting federal diversity, equity and inclusion employees on leave, banning remote work and stripping employment protections from civil servants.
The moves, which came in rapid succession during Trump's first 48 hours as president, seek to fulfill a campaign pledge and a rallying cry among conservatives to crack down on programs that they consider unnecessary and exclusionary. DEI, the acronym for diversity, equity and inclusion that Trump uses in a derisive way, has long been a focus for some of his senior advisers such as Stephen Miller, now his deputy chief of staff.
Trump on Tuesday ordered all employees whose work is focused on DEI initiatives to be placed on leave no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday, and on Wednesday he revoked a 60-year-old executive order banning discrimination in hiring practices in the federal government. Some acting agency heads started enacting the guidance, with multiple directors Wednesday telling staff that all DEI offices are closing and mandating employees report instances where government workers were trying to "disguise" programs by using "coded or precise language," according to emails obtained by The Washington Post. The White House did not respond to questions about how many of the 2.3 million federal employees were affected by his order.
Federal workers, meanwhile, are scrambling to make sense of the decrees, which may apply differently to each agency, depending on the person in charge and the fine print of union contracts. The return-to-office executive order in particular mystified employees and their supervisors, who are trying to parse whether it also affects telework, which is when employees who are based in an office work from home. The night Trump issued the executive order, Google searches for "federal workers return to office" spiked by more than 600 percent -- with the most interest in the D.C. region, where 15 percent of federal workers are based.
One longtime federal worker who has a disability accommodation that allows her to work from home said she had no idea whether the in-office requirement applies to her. She cited the order, which said agency heads could consider "exemptions they deem necessary."
"I'm assuming that hopefully means me," she said.
Trump has now rescinded much of what former president Joe Biden did with the federal workforce during his time in office, continuing eight years of policy ping-pong between the two leaders. Toward the end of his first term, Trump signed an executive order that banned federal contractors from conducting anti-bias training. Biden quickly rescinded that order when he took office and promoted diversity and equity programs among federal government offices and contractors.
Trump's orders immediately triggered pushback from unions and Democratic lawmakers, who have vowed to fight the changes they characterize as existential threats to democracy. The National Treasury Employees Union, which represents federal government employees in 37 agencies and departments, sued Trump late Monday over his order that makes it easier to fire career civil servants and replace them with political loyalists. The American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE), the largest union representing federal workers, filed a separate lawsuit within minutes of Trump's inauguration claiming billionaire Elon Musk's "Department of Government Efficiency" violates federal transparency rules. The group, which Trump created and handed off to the Tesla CEO, is designed to cut regulations, reduce government staff and overhaul the structure of the federal bureaucracy.
"As far as I'm concerned, this is where I put my legal hat on: They need to sue the s--- out of him," Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-Texas) said of Trump in an interview. "It's time for those unions to get litigious. He loves going to court. He hates losing, but he tends to lose more than he wins in court."
Crockett spoke directly to federal workers: "My message is: Don't quit. Stay where you are. Make him fire you."
Musk, on his social media platform X on Wednesday, called Trump's decision to rescind the order banning discrimination in hiring practices "Massive." He has also been vocal in his support for banning remote work and replacing civil servants with political loyalists.
Still, lawmakers and researchers say there are legal obstacles to swift implementation. Trump's order stripping employment protections from many career federal workers, which the White House said is necessary to rein in what Trump and his allies have called a "deep state" of bureaucrats, is likely to be stalled by a Biden administration regulation.
"I am going to insist these measures not take place unless President Trump jumps through all the hoops, and goes through all the hoops in the right order," said Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), who represents about 140,000 federal workers.
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), who has for years introduced bills to protect the civil service, blamed the Biden administration for failing to push through legislation to permanently block Trump from creating job categories that convert career positions to political ones, like Trump originally tried to do at the end of his first term.
"Now we are paying a price for what I think is poor judgment in the previous administration in this one realm," he said.
Russell Vought, Trump's nominee to lead the Office of Management and Budget, at a Senate hearing Wednesday sidestepped questions about the rights of workers fired under the Trump's newly restored "Schedule F," the classification that would remove protections from civil servants.
"Schedule F is a different classification," Vought said in response to a question about if workers fired under the classification would have the due process rights granted to civil servants. "It is meant to ensure the president's administration has people working for him that are actually going to do the policies he ran on."
An email to employees at the Education Department on Wednesday advised that all DEI offices were closing and all DEI-related contracts were being terminated. "These programs divided Americans by race, wasted taxpayer dollars, and resulted in shameful discrimination," new chief of staff Rachel Oglesby wrote.
Benjamine Huffman, acting secretary for the Department of Homeland Security, the agency responsible for public security, on Monday terminated "all current memberships on advisory committees" within the agency, "effective immediately." He also ordered all employees to immediately report to work in person and mandated their managers submit reports of those who did not, with documented justification, within 30 days, according to an email and memo obtained by The Post.
A memo from Secretary of State Marco Rubio warns State Department officials that they will face "adverse consequences" if they fail to report on colleagues who have concealed or obscured existing DEI programs at the department.
"The Administration is aware of efforts by some in government to disguise these programs," the memo says. "There will be no adverse consequences for timely reporting this information. However, failure to report this information within 10 days may result in adverse consequences."
While Trump's intentions to further politicize the federal workforce only increased the partisan divide, some Democrats have previously expressed support for the new administration's plan to increase in-person work.
Across the D.C. region, the pandemic and proliferation of remote work have wreaked havoc on commercial corridors -- proving especially devastating in Washington, where around a quarter of the workforce consists of federal government employees and office vacancies have threatened the city's long-term financial health.
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) for several years implored the Biden administration to direct federal workers back to offices downtown or else transfer underutilized properties to the city for more productive use, such as retail or housing. The administration issued guidance in 2023 that instructed federal agencies to assess policies around remote work but stopped short of a mandate.
Bowser sat down with Trump at Mar-a-Lago last month in what she called "a great meeting." She said they discussed "areas for collaboration," which included changes to the federal workforce.
The mayor issued a statement Monday night expressing support for the return-to-office mandate. "Today, I am optimistic that by focusing on our shared priorities with President Trump -- whether it is keeping DC safe and clean or bringing workers back to our Downtown -- we will continue to deliver for DC and the American public," she said.
The District, because of its limited home rule, has little power to thwart GOP intervention if Trump and Republicans in Congress challenge city laws.
Still, Trump's anti-remote-work proposal is likely to rankle some federal workers in the D.C. region with teleworking arrangements. A 2023 Washington Post-Schar School poll found a large majority of people in the D.C. region with jobs that can be done remotely said they would prefer to mostly work from home if offered a choice.
Everett Kelley, president of the AFGE union, said in a statement that Trump's directive to ban remote work would make it harder for federal agencies to compete for top talent.
"Rather than undoing decades of progress in workplace policies that have benefited both employees and their employers, I encourage the Trump administration to rethink its approach and focus on what it can do to make government programs work better for the American people," Kelley said in a statement.
Some local officials have focused on Trump's threat to move federal agencies outside the D.C. region, which he has not yet made good on, warning that the move would devastate local economies and degrade the quality of government services.
"This discussion about trying to transfer operations to other parts of the country, that could also have a very harmful impact on the quality of services delivered to the American people," said Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland).
Even with the uncertainty, government workers say they are bracing for changes.
One teleworking employee at the Federal Emergency Management Agency said she was "shell-shocked" in a Tuesday meeting when the agency ordered workers back into the office by Feb. 21 -- an apparent directive from the Department of Homeland Security.
"My department in FEMA doesn't have enough seats for everyone -- we were already teleworking two days a week before covid," said the employee, who is based in Silver Spring, Maryland, and spoke on the condition of anonymity because she was not authorized to speak publicly. She said the agency's D.C. office lacks space for everyone, which she notices most when the agency hosts all-hands meetings.
On those days, the employee said, some workers are forced to work from the break room or a classroom just to find a seat.
Lisa Rein, John Hudson and Laura Meckler contributed to this report.
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House passes Laken Riley Act as Trump begins immigration crackdown
The bill would allow Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents to arrest and detain undocumented immigrants accused of theft-related crimes.
By Mariana Alfaro, Marianne LeVine | 2025-01-23

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) on Capitol Hill last month. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


A bill that would allow the detention of undocumented immigrants accused of theft-related crimes is heading to President Donald Trump's desk after passing the House on Wednesday, the first part of the president's plan to overhaul immigration policy.
The Laken Riley Act, named in memory of a nursing student killed in February by an undocumented immigrant in Georgia, would allow Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers to detain undocumented immigrants as well as allow state attorneys general to sue the federal government over immigration policy. The House voted 263-156 to pass it, with 46 Democrats joining Republicans.
The bill's passage is an early win for Trump, who made the border a central part of his presidential campaign. It marks an awkward turnaround for Democrats, some of whom initially opposed the measure but changed their position after the election.
Last week, Senate Republicans passed the measure with the support of 12 Democratic colleagues -- despite warnings from immigrant-rights groups, legal experts and other Democrats that the measure would do away with undocumented immigrants' right to due process after being accused of a crime and potentially unleash chaos by allowing state authorities to challenge long-standing federal immigration law.
Of the 12 Senate Democrats who supported the bill, nine are from states that Trump won in November, and three -- Sens. Maggie Hassan and Jeanne Shaheen, both of New Hampshire, and Mark R. Warner (Virginia) -- are from purple states where Trump made significant inroads among voters.
In the House, 48 House Democrats supported the initial version of the bill -- 11 more than when the bill was first brought to the floor last year.  In the final vote, 46 House Democrats supported the legislation. Some Democrats flipped their votes from earlier this month. Democratic Reps. Sanford D. Bishop Jr. (Georgia) and Eugene Vindman (Virginia) voted to support, while Reps. Chris Deluzio (Pennsylvania) and Val Hoyle (Oregon) voted against it.
"Donald Trump has been able to twist the Democratic Party's position on immigration into a caricature of itself," said Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colorado), who voted against the final Laken Riley bill after he attempted to amend it. "But it has not helped that the Democratic Party is not as clear as we should be about the principles that we support for a more comprehensive immigration bill."
Demands for more restrictive border security and immigration reform drove many voters to the polls in November and hurt the party's results across the board. And Trump has long seized on scattered cases of violence involving immigrants, including Riley's, to misleadingly portray large numbers of undocumented immigrants as being violent or dangerous.
But there is no evidence that undocumented immigrants commit crimes at a higher rate than U.S. citizens. A September 2024 study funded by the Justice Department's National Institute of Justice found that undocumented immigrants are arrested at less than half the rate of native-born U.S. citizens for violent and drug crimes, and at a quarter of the rate of native-born citizens for property crimes.
While polls show widespread support for deporting undocumented immigrants convicted of crimes, most Americans oppose deporting individuals who have lived in the United States for a long time and have no criminal record. A January AP/NORC poll found that while 82 percent of Americans favor deporting immigrants living in the United States illegally who have been convicted of a violent crime, only 37 percent support deporting all immigrants living in the United States illegally who have not been convicted of a violent crime.
"The Democratic position has been clear. Maybe we need to make it clearer," said Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) before the final vote. "We want a secure border, we want to make it much, much more difficult to get into the country illegally and we want to make it much easier to get into the country lawfully."
Some Democrats warned last week against the Laken Riley Act's provisions that would revoke immigrants' rights to due process -- Sen. Andy Kim (D-New Jersey), for example, said the measure's requirement for mandatory detention without bond for nonviolent misdemeanors like shoplifting "goes against our Constitution." But a vast majority of Democrats voted to advance the bill in its initial stages despite opposing the measure as originally written.
At the time, the Democrats, led by Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), said they voted to advance the measure because they wanted to have an opportunity to amend it.
But it quickly became clear that Republicans would not entertain Democratic amendments. No Democratic amendment made it into the final version of the bill, including several that would have protected minors who are Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival recipients from detention and some that would've required a preliminary hearing to determine if detention was appropriate.
"We told Republicans we wanted to have a serious and productive and fruitful debate on this legislation, with the chance to vote on amendments to modify the bill ... but unfortunately our Republican colleagues, and the Republican leader, didn't reach an agreement with us," Schumer said on the Senate floor Friday. "We Democrats want to see our broken immigration system fixed. ... While I do not support this particular bill, I stand ready to work with both sides to pass smart, effective and common sense legislation to secure our borders and reform our immigration system."
Republicans, meanwhile, have been eager to talk about their early success in quickly pushing ahead the Laken Riley Act and squeezing Democrats on the issue.
"I think it's significant that you look at the contrast between last Congress, where we passed the same bill ... ," House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) told reporters Wednesday ahead of the vote. "But now with [Senate Majority Leader] John Thune ... you now have a willing partner in the Senate that actually wants to confront real problems."
Experts warned that the bill would unleash more lawsuits over immigration policy.
Heidi Altman, director of federal advocacy at the National Immigration Law Center, told The Washington Post that the bill allows any state attorney general to essentially have standing "to bring a case and have it heard against the federal government for any immigration policy that they don't like with regard to large swaths of federal immigration law, including detention policy, certain aspects of visa policy and the issuance of parole."
She also said undocumented immigrants could "end up stuck indefinitely in immigration jail or prison without opportunity to even ask for a bond hearing."
Ezra Levin, co-director of the advocacy group Indivisible Project, said Democrats "are already regretting giving too much too fast to Senate Republicans on the Laken Riley Act."
"The only hope for MAGA's corrupt, chaotic, and unconstitutional agenda is a fast legislative process that moves before public opposition can build," Levin said. "Dems shouldn't give it to them."
Emily Guskin and Eric Lau contributed to this report.
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Ex-'MAGA Granny' is turning down Trump's pardon of her Jan. 6 conviction
She was at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. She pleaded guilty. Now, she doesn't want President Donald Trump's pardon because she wants to own what she did.
By Ben Brasch | 2025-01-23

Pamela Hemphill, who served a federal prison sentence for her role in the Jan. 6, 2021, riot. (Matt Kelley/AP)


A woman who once called herself the "MAGA Granny" has spent the past few years criticizing  Donald Trump after she was sentenced to 60 days in prison for being part of the mob that stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
Now Pamela Hemphill from Boise, Idaho, will decline the pardon that Trump offered her and other Jan. 6 convicts during the first hours of his second term, she told The Washington Post.
"I don't want to be a part of them trying to rewrite history. It was an insurrection that day," Hemphill said Tuesday, the day after Trump issued the pardons.
Hemphill, 71, is  giving up the chance to clear her name, and she said she will remain on federal probation for nine more months. She pleaded guilty, according to court documents, to violent entry or disorderly conduct on Capitol grounds. She said she served 60 days at a federal prison in California in 2022.
It is exceedingly rare for someone to reject a pardon, said Erica Zunkel, director of the Criminal and Juvenile Justice Clinic at the University of Chicago Law School.
"The reasons underlying what she did are truly of a different time and of a different political atmosphere, and really stands in stark contrast to how other people who got commutations and pardons for Jan. 6 stuff have very much leaned into 'I did nothing wrong,'" Zunkel said.

Hemphill, circled in red, in an image from surveillance footage from the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, included in Justice Department documents. (U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia)


Hemphill said she knows what she did was wrong. The evidence backs her up.
A week and a half after the riot, an FBI agent wrote in a court filing, a tipster sent a screenshot of a late December 2020 post from Hemphill that read: "It's not going to be a FUN Trump Rally that is planned for January 6th, its a WAR!"
Another post showed the self-proclaimed "MAGA Granny" holding a large firearm, with a caption saying she was on her way to Washington for Jan. 6, when Trump scheduled a rally that coincided with Congress's certification of the electoral college vote count confirming his election loss, the FBI agent wrote.
The FBI also said it found YouTube footage of Hemphill from a Jan. 5, 2021, event co-hosted by right-wing conspiracy theorist Alex Jones. In the video, the agent wrote, Hemphill can be heard saying she would try to get into the Capitol. "Keep an eye on me tomorrow," she allegedly said.
That next day, Hemphill passed through barriers at the Capitol as other rioters pushed against them. An officer told her to go back. As she did, a prosecutor wrote in a court document, she encouraged others to break through: "You just gotta come in. ... It's your house. Come on in."
At the Capitol steps, Hemphill was again at the front of the group when it reached the police barricades, the prosecutor wrote. She fell to her knees, and an officer helped her up.
She entered the Capitol at 3:01 p.m. through the East Rotunda doors, filming her progress along the way. The prosecutor wrote that Hemphill left nine minutes later, asking an officer to help her out, "claiming fear of injury from the crowd, and the officer escorted her out."
Hemphill left the Capitol grounds only after other rioters told her that Trump had tweeted that they should go home. "When Trump says something, I listen," Hemphill allegedly said.
That isn't the case anymore.
Hemphill, who retired about 10 years ago after three decades as a drug and alcohol counselor, was a lifelong Republican -- except when she voted for Barack Obama in 2008, citing how he would make history as America's first Black president.
Hemphill said her family persuaded her to start supporting Trump. She noted that Trump wasn't the first cult-of-personality figure she had fallen in with, saying she demonstrated with anti-government activist Ammon Bundy at the Idaho Capitol.
She said she was unnerved by Trump's rhetoric in the "Access Hollywood" video, in which he bragged about sexually assaulting women. But, she said, her family told her that Trump would keep America from falling into a communist regime.
Hemphill said she didn't watch the news, and she trusted her family.
"Trump was the father figure coming in to protect your children," she recalled of her former thinking. "... He set himself up to become a savior."
Hemphill said she found out about Trump's pardon Monday while on air with CNN's Abby Phillip.
When Phillip asked if she would take the pardon, Hemphill said she was still processing but added: "Oh, no, that would be an insult to our Capitol Police officers and the rule of law. I broke the law. I pleaded guilty because I was guilty."
Hemphill said she then emailed her attorney Nathan I. Silver II, who confirmed she had received a pardon. She said her first response was, "What do I do to get off the pardon?"
She said Silver told her they would write a letter to the federal Office of the Pardon Attorney saying she was turning down the pardon. Silver declined to comment to The Post.
"Pardons themselves are fairly rare ... given the size of the federal criminal justice system," said Jacob Schuman, an associate professor at Temple University's Beasley School of Law.
Schuman, who previously worked as a federal defense lawyer in Philadelphia, said he had never heard of anybody convicted of a crime turning down a pardon.

Protesters outside the D.C. Department of Corrections on Tuesday, ahead of the release of pardoned individuals who had participated in the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the Capitol. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


Hemphill has drawn widespread praise for her transparency and acceptance of responsibility for her role at the insurrection.
"When you're alone by yourself, you know what's right. I can't allow somebody else to tell me what I think I should do," she said.
A big factor, she said, was her therapist serving a hard truth: "You were not a victim, you were a volunteer."
She said she didn't want to go back to that therapist after hearing that -- until she realized the therapist was correct.
Hemphill said she will continue her advocacy. She has done a slew of interviews speaking out against what happened four years ago.
"I can never make it right, but hopefully I can share enough of my story where people maybe will start thinking about it and get away from the MAGA cult. You never know, you just plant the seeds," she said.
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Parsing the latest Pete Hegseth allegation
Amid Republican claims of "anonymous smears," a named person -- and a Hegseth, at that -- accuses the defense secretary nominee of abusive behavior.
By Aaron Blake | 2025-01-23

Defense secretary nominee Pete Hegseth attends during a luncheon in Washington this week with President Donald Trump and others. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump's defense secretary nominee, Pete Hegseth, in his Senate confirmation hearing last week dismissed a series of allegations against him as "anonymous smears."
But not all of them have been anonymous. And now for the second time, Hegseth has been accused of abusive behavior toward women by a woman named Hegseth.
Hegseth's former sister-in-law Danielle Hegseth has stepped forward in an affidavit to accuse the defense secretary pick of making his then-wife, Samantha Hegseth, fear for her safety -- among other allegations including alcohol abuse, aggressive behavior and racist statements.
We previously learned that Hegseth's mother accused him in a 2018 email of being an "abuser of women" for years -- though his mother has disavowed those sentiments.
The new affidavit throws a late wrench into a confirmation that had seemed at least somewhat in doubt over the past two months but appeared on track after last week's hearing. Some key Republican holdouts signaled after the hearing that they'd back Hegseth, who has also engaged in extramarital affairs and faced allegations of sexual assault and financial mismanagement, which he has denied. The hearing and his vociferous defense, supported by Trump, had probably set him on course in a 53-47 Republican Senate for the 50 votes he needs to be confirmed.
Danielle Hegseth said she submitted the affidavit in response to a request from Senate Armed Services Committee ranking member Jack Reed (D-Rhode Island), after conveying the information to the FBI last month. Reed said he made the request after learning she was interviewed and because details of her testimony weren't provided in the final background check briefing that the Trump transition team provided.
Republicans have fought back against the new allegation, claiming Samantha Hegseth has denied what Danielle Hegseth said in her affidavit. But it's not quite that simple.
It's worth a parse.
Danielle Hegseth says in the affidavit that Samantha Hegseth once hid in her closet from her husband and set up a safe word with Danielle for when she needed help. Danielle, who is now divorced from Pete Hegseth's brother, also said Samantha used the safe word in 2015 or 2016.
Vice President JD Vance and other Trump allies rejected the new allegations Tuesday and accused the media of unjustly targeting Pete Hegseth.
"This is a story about Hegseth's ex-wife, who herself said the story is a lie," Vance said on X. "'Journalism' like this is a disgrace and is why the corporate media has lost its relevance."
But Samantha Hegseth hasn't gone so far as to call the allegations lies.
In statements to NBC News, which broke the story Tuesday, Samantha Hegseth largely declined to address the situation, saying she didn't want to comment on her marriage. To the extent she did address the allegations, she said two things:
The Trump team has pointed out that the latter statement squares with a 2021 Minnesota court filing, which both Pete and Samantha Hegseth signed. It stated that there was no determination made that "there is probable cause to believe that one of the parents or the child of the parents has been physically abused or threatened with physical abuse by the other parent."
The key thing to note here, though, is that in the unredacted portions of the affidavit, Danielle Hegseth  doesn't explicitly accuse Pete Hegseth of physical abuse or even threats.
She says he was "abusive" to Samantha Hegseth. But the only abuse we know that Danielle Hegseth personally attests to is "emotional abuse" -- which she says Pete Hegseth used against both her and his then-wife. Beyond that, Danielle Hegseth says that she believed, and that Samantha told her, that Samantha feared for her safety.
Danielle Hegseth says at one point, "I did not personally witness physical or sexual abuse by Hegseth. However, I trust what Samantha told me for the reasons stated above ..."
Danielle Hegseth in this section cites a paragraph of the affidavit -- Paragraph 8 -- that is fully redacted.
Beyond that, Samantha Hegseth said she didn't think NBC's information was accurate, but without addressing specifics.
Notably, the idea that Pete Hegseth's alleged abuse was emotional or took forms other than physical would square with his mother's now-disavowed account from a 2018 email obtained by the New York Times.
In that email, Penelope Hegseth called Pete Hegseth an "abuser of women" but didn't mention things that could be construed as physical abuse.
She instead cited "the way you made Samantha feel today" and outlined other types of alleged abuse, including Pete Hegseth allegedly calling Samantha Hegseth "unstable."
Penelope Hegseth called him "a man that belittles, lies, cheats, sleeps around, and uses women for his own power and ego" and later cited "dishonesty, sleeping around, betrayal, debasing, belittling."
She has since said the email was fired off too quickly "in anger, with emotion" amid a difficult divorce between Pete and Samantha Hegseth. She said that she quickly apologized to her son.
"It is not true. It has never been true," Penelope Hegseth told the Times, adding: "I know my son. He is a good father, husband."
But now we have a former member of the same family attesting, under penalty of perjury, to seemingly similar behaviors.
And that brings us to the other key point here. Vance and others have cast these as yet more smears and accused the media of pursuing a nonstory to damage Hegseth. But in addition to Danielle Hegseth's account building on what Pete Hegseth's mother said in 2018, this is also an on-the-record, under-oath statement from someone who interacted with Pete Hegseth and his then-wife.
People can question whether the account is accurate and how much it matters. (Danielle Hegseth is careful in the affidavit to emphasize much of it is based on what Samantha Hegseth told her, rather than what she personally witnessed.) But that's different from saying it should be ignored, as Vance suggests.
Trump's legal team after the 2020 election repeatedly pointed to affidavits it had obtained as purported bona fide evidence of voter fraud -- even as many of them didn't expressly allege fraud and the claims in many of them fell apart under scrutiny. (Many people behind them seemed to misunderstand the vote-counting process.)
"These people are under penalty of perjury, the names that are on our affidavit," Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani said at that infamous November 2020 news conference. He added: "The American people are entitled to know this. You don't have a right to keep it from them."
Affidavits are far from bulletproof. But in a process in which Pete Hegseth and his allies have repeatedly decried allegations against him as being anonymous, we've again got something firmer to grab hold of -- if the crucial GOP senators are interested in pursuing it.
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Layoffs loom as Trump administration orders leave for federal DEI workers
Employees of diversity, equity and inclusion programs are to be placed on administrative leave by 5 p.m. Wednesday. Agencies were told to make plans for layoffs.
By Frances Vinall, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-01-22

President Donald Trump signs executive orders Monday at Capital One Arena in Washington. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump's administration ordered federal diversity, equity and inclusion employees to be placed on leave no later than Wednesday, highlighting how quickly the new commander in chief is moving to demolish DEI initiatives across the federal government.
The move builds on Trump's Day 1 executive orders, in which  he directed an end to what he called "radical and wasteful" federal government DEI programs.
The White House's Office of Personnel Management also directed government DEI offices to be shut down, according to a Tuesday memo. Eventually, impacted employees will be laid off or reassigned to other roles.
The directives in Trump's first 48 hours back in the White House are an immediate test of the powers of his office and his ability to fulfill the politically polarizing promises he made on the campaign trail. His expansive moves have invited scrutiny from legal experts and advocacy groups, and they are likely to be challenged in court.
Trump and other Republicans have made attacks on DEI initiatives a cornerstone of their political agenda, baselessly blaming corporations' and the Biden administration's efforts to foster a more equitable environment for a host of problems, including the spread of fires in California and the Secret Service's failure to protect Trump from an assassination attempt. The programs have emerged as a key fault line in the country's fraught racial politics, as conservatives allege that DEI initiatives result in minorities getting jobs or opportunities over more qualified White candidates.
The Trump administration's directives had an immediate impact on federal employees. OPM acting director Charles Ezell instructed federal department and agency heads to inform all employees of DEI offices by 5 p.m. Wednesday that they were being placed on paid administrative leave effective immediately.
By Jan. 31, agency heads must provide OPM with a written plan for "executing a reduction-in-force action" of DEI office employees, he said, using the federal government's term for layoffs.
Agency heads must ask employees "if they know of any efforts to disguise these programs by using coded or imprecise language," the memorandum said. DEI-related websites, social media accounts and other media must be taken down, it said.
OPM provided boilerplate language to be emailed to employees that said DEI programs had "divided Americans by race, wasted taxpayer dollars, and resulted in shameful discrimination." There would be "adverse consequences" for failing within 10 days to report any attempts to disguise DEI-related contracts and personnel, OPM added.
The directives build on Trump's efforts to dismantle central pillars of the Biden administration's agenda. In his first hours in office, he signed an executive order overturning 78 Biden-era executive actions in front of a cheering crowd at Capital One Arena. He overturned orders that instructed federal agencies to promote diversity among their workforces and for people accessing their programs, with a stated goal of "advancing equity for all, including people of color and others who have been historically underserved, marginalized, and adversely affected by persistent poverty and inequality."
The Biden orders instructed federal agencies to review their programs and policies searching for structural barriers to full and equal access by people from different backgrounds, among other strategies, which Trump called "illegal and immoral discrimination."
Trump's ascension to the White House gives conservatives more political fuel to advance their anti-DEI agenda.
Republicans introduced a bill in June, which has not passed, that would have ended federal funding for agencies, schools and other organizations that have DEI policies.
In December, Trump tapped attorney and conservative activist Harmeet K. Dhillon to lead the Justice Department's civil rights office, touting Dhillon's record of "suing corporations who use 'woke' policies to discriminate against their workers."
In the private sector, companies including Meta -- which owns Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram -- McDonald's and Walmart have scrapped DEI programs in recent months, following a 2023 Supreme Court ruling that overturned affirmative action in college admissions.
It is also a priority of the "Department of Government Efficiency," a body established by Trump and led by tech billionaire Elon Musk to identify ways to cut federal government spending.
DOGE is reviewing a 19-page report from the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty, a right-wing civil rights nonprofit, that identified more than $120 billion annually in what it said was "diversity, equity and inclusion" spending, according to two people familiar with the conversations and a copy of the report that was obtained by The Washington Post.
The dollar figure refers to DEI spending in federal programs and largely not on federal employees.
Jacob Bogage contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court takes on accountability for police shootings
Ashtian Barnes, an unarmed Black man, was killed by an officer in 2016 after being pulled over outside Houston while driving his girlfriend's rental car, which had unpaid toll fees.
By Ann Marimow | 2025-01-22

Sunset at the Supreme Court building. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court seemed inclined Wednesday to make it somewhat easier for individuals to try to hold police officers accountable for using deadly force, in a case involving the fatal shooting of an unarmed Black man during a routine traffic stop in Texas.
Ashtian Barnes was killed by an officer in 2016 after being pulled over outside Houston while driving his girlfriend's rental car, which had unpaid toll fees.
When Barnes began to drive away from the traffic stop, officer Roberto Felix Jr. stepped onto the driver's side door sill and fired two shots, striking Barnes in the head and killing him. The officer's dashboard camera recorded their deadly encounter, which lasted less than three minutes.
The question for the justices is just how much of that brief interaction courts should consider when evaluating whether a law enforcement officer acted reasonably in using deadly force. Should judges look only at what happened at the moment of threat in the seconds before Barnes was killed? Or should they examine the totality of the circumstances, including the officer's actions leading up to the shooting?
Justices from across the ideological spectrum seemed to agree with the mother of the deceased driver that lower courts should widen their lens to look at the entire chain of events.
"You have to look at the whole picture, not just the two seconds" when the officer is on the car, said Nathaniel Zelinksy, an attorney for Barnes's mother, Janice Hughes, who was in the courtroom Wednesday along with Felix, the officer who shot her son.
Justice Elena Kagan, a liberal, and Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, a conservative, suggested that the Supreme Court would send the case back to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit with instructions to take a broader look at the circumstances that led to Barnes's death.
The Supreme Court will issue a ruling in the case by the end of June. The justices' decision could expand the scope of evidence that judges must consider when individuals bring excessive-force claims against law enforcement officials. But even a ruling in favor of Barnes's mother would not necessarily mean that those claims ultimately prevail. Police officers are often shielded from civil liability based on "qualified immunity" -- the widely criticized legal doctrine that galvanized protesters and prompted debates in Congress and state legislatures following the murder of George Floyd in 2020.
In the Texas case before the Supreme Court, the 5th Circuit upheld a lower-court finding that the officer's actions were reasonable under the appeals court's current standard of review. But one of the judges on the panel took the unusual step of calling on the justices to clarify for divided courts nationwide how judges should determine when deadly force is reasonable and constitutional.
Judge Patrick E. Higginbotham lamented in a separate opinion that a routine traffic stop "has again ended in the death of an unarmed black man, and again we cloak a police officer with qualified immunity, shielding his liability." He called attention to the issue of what judges may consider, writing that the 5th Circuit's narrow standard constrains its analysis to the "precise millisecond at which an officer deploys deadly force."
That standard, Higginbotham wrote, requires judges to ignore "the reality of the role the officers played in bringing about the conditions said to necessitate deadly force."
The 4th Amendment guards against "unreasonable searches and seizures" and prohibits law enforcement officers from using excessive force when carrying out arrests and other seizures. The Supreme Court has held that law enforcement officers violate those protections if they use deadly force without a reasonable belief that a person presents an imminent threat of harm to others or the officer.
Barnes's mother sued Felix and Harris County, Texas, over the use of lethal force, which she said was a violation of her son's constitutional rights.
A District Court judge sided with Felix, finding that the officer did not violate Barnes's rights and that Felix had acted reasonably in response to Barnes's refusal to exit the car and sudden move to restart the car on the side of a busy toll road.
In appealing that decision and the 5th Circuit ruling, lawyers for Hughes urged the Supreme Court to broaden its review of the officer's actions to consider, for instance, that Felix had "unreasonably placed himself into danger in the preceding second," by stepping onto the side of the car, and that Barnes was pulled over for a minor violation.
Attorney Luke McCloud, representing Felix on Wednesday, described him clinging to the side of the fleeing car and said the officer believed his life was in danger. McCloud warned against second-guessing officers' split-second decisions and said the court's ruling could make it more difficult to train officers.
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh repeatedly seized on those concerns and asked about the real-world implications of a court ruling for police officers nationwide.
"What's an officer supposed to do when, at a traffic stop, someone pulls away? Just let him go?" Kavanaugh asked.
A broad range of organizations filed court papers in support of Barnes's position. The CATO Institute and criminal justice reform organizations told the court that the narrow test the 5th Circuit applied requires courts to ignore relevant facts and "frustrates accountability and contributes to an overreliance on the use of force by police, thereby undermining public confidence in law enforcement."
Before President Donald Trump took office, the Biden administration staked out a middle ground in the case that the Justice Department continued to back in court Wednesday. Judges should defer to an officer's split-second judgments, government lawyer Zoe Jacoby said, but should consider those actions in light of the full circumstances.
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How do we get through the next four years? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started 12 p.m. ET on Thursday, Jan. 23. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-01-23
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The Oscars ignored this taboo Indian movie. It's still a triumph. 
"All We Imagine as Light" and other movies show how women are changing Indian film.
By Rana Ayyub | 2025-01-23

A scene from the 2024 drama "All We Imagine as Light." (Janus Films) 


The wait is over: There was no Oscar nomination for "All We Imagine as Light," the Indian movie that won the Grand Prix at the Cannes Film Festival but was snubbed by the country's own film federation.
Now the recriminations will increase. If India had nominated the film in the best international feature category, would it have had a chance? Most Indians became aware of the sublime film only when it won at Cannes, where no Indian movie had even reached the main competition as a nominee in 30 years.
After all, "All We Imagine as Light" has been named best international film by the New York Film Critics Circle, and best foreign-language film by the Los Angeles Film Critics Association, the Chicago Film Critics Association and the San Diego Film Critics Society, as well as many other honors. . Last week, it was nominated for best foreign-language film by British film association BAFTA. But only the originating country can submit movies for the Best International Feature Oscars category.
Lost in the fracas over this movie is the remarkable surge of female cinematic talent that has blossomed over the past decade in India. Indian films have traditionally used women merely as good-looking props, but women in these new movies are the protagonists, with complex challenges and lives. Women directors are telling stories considered taboo that do not conform to the propaganda machinery of the state, stories of casteism, misogyny and Islamophobia. These are subjects that mainstream filmmakers and stars will not touch.
Over the past decade, most mainstream Indian films have tried to stay true to the diktats of the government, with many echoing state propaganda; there have also been blockbusters that have been deeply regressive, female-bashing films that normalize extreme violence. Women filmmakers are reclaiming that space.
Even without Oscar recognition, "All We Imagine as Light" has made a strong impact inside India, where young women are responding to its message about the power of female friendship. Director Payal Kapadia features subjects not often seen in Indian movies -- migrant workers, overcrowded trains, the struggles of the working class -- set in the fast-paced city of Mumbai. This is a film of beauty, about love and longing, and finding your own community.
The film, an Indo-French co-production, explores the life of three women working in a hospital, each with her own heartbreak. Prabha, the head nurse, has been largely abandoned by her husband, who lives in Germany. A nurse who shares an apartment with her, Anu, is a Hindu who is secretly dating a Muslim man. And then there is Parvaty, a cook in the hospital, fighting to save her home from developers. The film captures the profound loneliness people can experience in an overpopulated city.

Director Payal Kapadia in Mumbai on Dec. 21. (Hemanshi Kamani/Reuters) 


Another film that premiered at Cannes is "Santosh," made by British Indian filmmaker Sandhya Suri with an all-Indian cast and partly Indian crew. Shot in northern India, the film is Britain's official entry to the Oscars in the international feature category, and made the short list announced in December of movies to be considered for nomination. The film shows the underbelly of policing in India as seen through the eyes of two women police officers.
Santosh is a newly widowed woman who is offered her dead husband's job as a police constable. Investigating the case of the rape and killing of a Dalit (lower caste) girl, she watches as suspicion falls on a Muslim friend of the slain girl. Santosh is not free of prejudice herself, and the internal struggles she goes through to get justice constitute the crux of the film. She is not a female supercop with heroic qualities but a vulnerable human who rises to the occasion. The film, which has won multiple international accolades, has yet to clear the censor board and thus has not been released in India.
The movie that was chosen as India's official entry to the Oscars -- "Laapataa Ladies" -- is, ironically, also a film about women directed by a woman. It's a heartwarming lighthearted drama on the theme of feminism set in rural India. The film is about two brides, each wearing the traditional long bridal veil, who get mixed up on a train and end up in misadventures. Kiran Rao, the director, creates moving moments of realization and self-discovery by the women, one of whom has never been to school and the other who is being forced into marriage with an abusive man despite her desire to make a career for herself. The movie, which has been a streaming success in India, did not even make it to the Oscar short list of 15 international feature films.
Another film now streaming in India is "Girls Will Be Girls," by first-time director Shuchi Talati. It's about the complex relationship between a girl at a boarding school who is having her sexual awakening and her mother, who inserts herself into the daughter's relationship. With its frank look at female sexuality, as well as generational tension between a mother and a daughter, it's ahead of its time for India. In a country where some girls are still married against their wishes, and others are deprived of basic education, these movies present a stark contrast to the norm. The women directors have stood up for their belief in cinema as a reflection of society and its flaws. Last year was truly a revolutionary one for Indian cinema.
During the controversy about "All We Imagine as Light" and the Oscars, Indian media revisited an incident that continues to plague Kapadia 10 years later. The future director was one of 35 students charged with rioting and wrongful confinement during protests after the Modi government installed a divisive figure as the head of their school, the Film and Television Institute of India. Some have speculated that was the reason her movie was snubbed.
Kapadia was clearly not about to be drawn into the Oscars dispute. Asked about it in an interview with CNN's Christiane Amanpour, she responded that instead of dwelling on the competition between "All We Imagine as Light" and "Laapataa Ladies," "people should be rejoicing" that these two films directed by women have done so well. To the Cannes officials, she said: "Please don't wait another 30 years to have an Indian film."
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Trump's reckless pardon spree -- and other highlights
On his first day back at the job, America's new president kept himself very busy.
By Ruth Marcus, Dana Milbank, Jim Geraghty | 2025-01-23
In his first day back in the Oval Office, Donald Trump's issued so many executive orders and pronouncements that it was difficult to keep up. On the latest episode of "Impromptu," columnists Ruth Marcus, Dana Milbank and Jim Geraghty take stock of Day 1 of Trump 2.0, and discuss whether presidential pardons are getting out of hand.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Ruth Marcus: Some of the people who were pardoned were duly convicted by the Justice Department. I cannot imagine what it feels like to have been one of the prosecutors in those cases, one of the judges who worked incredibly hard -- and to watch all of your work be swept away in the course of a single document.
And what is the justification for this? In what way are they victims? They breached the Capitol, they engaged in violence, they hurt people, they destroyed property.
Jim Geraghty: I really hate the idea of preemptive blanket pardons. The argument against the Jan. 6 pardons was weakened by President Joe Biden popping out pardons and commutations like a Pez dispenser during the previous few weeks. But the Jan. 6 pardons were an outrage.
Having said that, a country that really is concerned about Jan. 6 doesn't return Donald Trump to the Oval Office. So, I think that issue, at least politically, has been settled: The country doesn't care. It should care, but it doesn't.
Dana Milbank: Well, now that we know that executive orders trump the Constitution, if I were president, I would issue an executive order banning the pardon power for all of these messes it has created.
But I think the most outrageous part of the Jan. 6 thing is that they just rode right over the distinction between people who were violent and people who were not violent. Trump has pardoned and commuted the sentences of people who beat police officers, leaders of the Proud Boys ...
Jim Geraghty: And Trump contradicted JD Vance, who said they were going to pardon the people who were walking through and hadn't really done anything wrong and got wrapped up in the roundup vs. the violent ones.
Listen to the entire conversation here:
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How Trump Opposition 2.0 will be different (and perhaps better)
The notion that the "resistance" is dead is wrong -- or at least exaggerated.
By Perry Bacon | 2025-01-23

The Right Rev. Mariann Budde walks past President Donald Trump at Washington National Cathedral on Tuesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


The anti-Trump movement almost certainly won't be as broad and big as before. But there is still an intense, organized opposition to the president -- and Anti-Trump 2.0 might end up being more strategic and savvy than the first edition. The notion that the "resistance" is dead is wrong -- or at least exaggerated.
People across the country attended marches on the day after Donald Trump's first inauguration  in 2017. That didn't happen this week. But many of the groups that fought the president during his first term are still around and are using the tactics that stalled Trump's agenda eight years ago. Even before the president  started his second term, the liberal group Indivisible, which was a key force in stopping Trump's attempt to repeal Obamacare, had been getting its activists to call their members of Congress in opposition to Trump-backed anti-immigration and anti-transgender bills.
Within 48 hours of Trump being sworn in and issuing a slew of controversial executive orders, the American Civil Liberties Union, Public Citizen and other left-leaning groups had already filed several lawsuits to block them.
And like eight years ago, many Democratic politicians, including some with presidential ambitions, are promising that they will push back against Trump. "This is only the beginning of the new administration's attempt to undermine the rule of law, and the people of Illinois can count on me to stand against unconstitutional actions," Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker said  hours after Trump's inauguration, referring to  the president's executive order  to end birthright citizenship.
And there are again prominent figures outside politics using their influence against the president. In her sermon at a church service at Washington  National Cathedral this week that the president attended, the Right Rev. Mariann Budde, the Episcopal bishop of Washington, urged Trump to backtrack from his anti-immigrant and anti-transgender proposals. "There is a really robust set of organizations and elected officials that have been preparing for Trump to do his worse, especially legal organizations and [Democratic] attorneys generals," said Maurice Mitchell, national director of the Working Families Party.
But the opposition is more muted than before because three groups so far aren't matching their anti-Trump fervor of eight years ago: average Democratic voters, the news media, and elected Democrats. It's unlikely that rank-and-file Democrats will show up to protests regularly as they did in Trump's first two years in office. Before the election, the owners of the Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post blocked staff-written endorsements of Vice President Kamala Harris. This week, CNN anchors seem more muted in their criticism of Trump than before, reportedly at the urging of the network's leadership. And many  elected Democrats  argue that Trump's second victory demonstrates that the country wants them to cut deals with the president when possible.
At first glance, an opposition in which the news media, liberal voters and Democratic politicians are more muted simply seems like a much weaker opposition. And that may be true. Perhaps the anti-Trump movement is so diminished that his agenda passes easily through Congress and his executive actions get little pushback.
I'm not that pessimistic about the renewed efforts to stop Trump, though, in part because much of what Trump Opposition 1.0 did wasn't that useful and doesn't need to be repeated. The January 2017 Women's March was an important visual display of opposition to Trump, but I am not sure the March for Science and other subsequent protests made much difference. So much of the mainstream media anti-Trump coverage in 2017 and 2018 was not on policy issues that affect average Americans but instead explored at times fairly tenuous connections between the president and various Russian officials.
The smart, targeted tactics that worked  then can be repeated, even with a less energized anti-Trump movement. If Trump and congressional Republicans once again try to cut programs such as Obamacare that offer concrete benefits to people, Indivisible and other groups are well positioned to pressure individual members of Congress. Many of Trump's policies in his term were blocked by judges after liberals filed lawsuits -- and I suspect that will happen again, particularly with his executive order  to end birthright citizenship.
"People are looking for strategies to win, not just shows of disapproval. What will move the needle is local organizing that pushes back, stops bad stuff at the ground level and builds the majority coalition we'll need," said Leah Greenberg, Indivisible's co-executive director.
And liberals are adjusting to a media environment that might be less anti-Trump by building their own networks. There has been a migration of liberals from Elon Musk's X to Bluesky. And unlike at the start of the Trump's first term, there is now a sizable ecosystem of openly anti-Trump media, from podcasts to newsletters to small news operations such as Democracy Docket, run by Democratic lawyer Marc Elias.
And even if the mainstream media, Democratic  officials and average Democratic voters aren't as inclined as before to blast all of Trump's actions, a mass deportation program could draw the kind of society-wide intense opposition that separating children from their parents at the border did in 2018.
This new Trump opposition almost certainly won't be as effective as the one from eight years ago because Trump himself is in a much stronger position. The federal courts, Congress and Trump's own Cabinet and senior staff include far fewer Trump-skeptical conservatives than in 2017. Trump is likely to get more of his bills passed through Congress and more of his executive actions upheld by judges.
But 50 percent of Americans voted against Trump (backing either Harris or a third-party candidate.) Democrats control most big cities and in 26 states, the state legislature, governor's office or both. There are plenty of people who don't agree with much of what Trump is doing -- and I hope and sincerely believe they will often stop him.
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Could the next four years offer Americans some real blessings?
I do not expect the new "golden age" the president promised -- but I'm going to remain hopeful.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2025-01-23

President Donald Trump folds his hands as he speak to reporters at the White House on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


For scores of millions of Americans, the start of Donald Trump's second presidential term is a time of great promise. Even some of those who did not vote for him wish him, insofar as they wish their fellow citizens, the best.
Personally, I do not expect the new "golden age" the president promised in his inaugural address. I do, however, think that the next four years could offer the country some real blessings, if we are lucky. Among my hopes:
This is a lot to ask for, I know, but I wouldn't rule out any one of these items as impossible. So I'm going to remain hopeful about the next four years. As for my fears -- well, there will be plenty of future columns to write about those.
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America must continue to arm Ukraine -- without U.S. taxpayer dollars
It's time to transition Kyiv from aid recipient to defense consumer.
By Jack Keane, Marc Thiessen | 2025-01-23
Jack Keane, a retired general, is chairman of the Institute for the Study of War and was vice chief of staff of the U.S. Army. Marc A. Thiessen is a Post columnist and a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.
As he prepares to negotiate an end to the war in Ukraine, President Donald Trump says he will continue to send U.S. weapons to Kyiv. "I want to reach an agreement, and the only way you're going to reach an agreement is not to abandon" Ukraine, he told Time magazine in his Person of the Year interview in late November.
He is right. To secure a lasting peace, we must continue to arm Ukraine -- but without asking U.S. taxpayers to foot the bill.
The time has come for a just and lasting peace, and Trump is right to seek an end to the fighting. He also understands who the intransigent party is. As he put it on his first day back in the Oval Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky "wants to make a deal. I don't know if [Vladimir] Putin does. He might not. ... I think he's destroying Russia by not making a deal. I think Russia's going to be in big trouble."
But regardless of what happens at the negotiating table, the United States will need to provide Ukraine with weapons for many years to come. If Putin resists Trump's peace efforts, the president has promised to increase U.S. military support for Ukraine to force the Russian leader to the negotiating table. And after peace is achieved, Kyiv will need U.S. weapons to deter Russia from resuming hostilities when Trump leaves office.
Trump can deliver those weapons without further burdening U.S. taxpayers. Since Russia's full-scale invasion began nearly three years ago, the American people have provided about $183 billion in aid to Ukraine. This assistance was not charity. Stopping Putin from subjugating Ukraine was, and remains, in the United States' vital national security interest. And most of the military aid money has been spent right here at home -- reinvigorating our dangerously atrophied defense industrial base, creating good manufacturing jobs and modernizing our military as we send Ukraine older weapons and replace our stockpiles with more advanced versions.

A restaurant employee in Kyiv adjusts a TV screen showing a speech by President Donald Trump on Monday. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images) 


But U.S. taxpayers cannot, and should not, subsidize Ukraine's defense indefinitely. The time has come to transition Ukraine from an aid recipient to a defense consumer -- just like many other U.S. friends and allies across Europe, Asia and the Middle East who purchase U.S. defense materiel. This is the only sustainable way to build a lasting defense cooperation between Washington and Kyiv.
Ukraine critics say they oppose an endless war funded by American taxpayers. What we propose is a strategy for lasting peace backed by U.S. arms sales. Here is our plan:
Washington and our European allies currently control about $300 billion in frozen Russian assets -- including about $5 billion held in the United States; almost $200 billion held by Euroclear, a Belgian financial services company; and the rest held frozen in Britain, France, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Canada, Japan and other countries.
Do we want Putin to get those funds? Or do we want the lion's share to go to the United States to purchase arms for Ukraine while further rebuilding our defense industrial base?
Using frozen Russian assets to arm Ukraine gives the United States all the benefits of Ukraine aid in terms of jobs and revitalized defense manufacturing -- but with Putin footing the bill instead of U.S. taxpayers. Let Russia pay to create jobs for American workers building Abrams tanks and Stryker combat vehicles in Ohio; Ground Launched Small Diameter Bombs, Bradley fire-support team vehicles and Hercules recovery vehicles in Pennsylvania; extended-range Joint Direct Attack Munition glide bombs in Arkansas, Missouri and Oklahoma; and 155mm artillery shells in Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Iowa, California and Texas, among countless other American communities producing weapons systems for Ukraine.
Using frozen Russian assets to produce those armaments is a win-win solution: Ukraine gets the weapons and the United States gets the money, while Russia bears the cost of Putin's aggression.

A worker walks the factory floor at an ammunition plant in Scranton, Pennsylvania, on Feb. 1, 2023. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post) 


Why has this not been done already? Answer: A lack of imagination in the Biden White House coupled with European intransigence. For years, Belgium was keeping the interest produced by those Russian assets, effectively profiting from Ukraine's misery. Only last year did our European allies finally agree to use the interest to buy weapons for Ukraine. But, led by Germany and France, they have balked at using the underlying assets themselves.
This is absurd. Why are U.S. (and European) taxpayers being asked to spend their hard-earned money to arm Ukraine when there is a massive pool of Russian funds available for that purpose? Putin should never have invaded Ukraine (and would not have, in our view, if Trump had been president). He -- not the American people -- should have to pay for the weapons to defend Ukraine from his unlawful aggression.
Twisting the arms of our European allies to release these funds is a challenge tailor-made for Trump. The president who got NATO allies to spend $400 billion more of their own money on defense should have no trouble persuading them to use frozen Russian assets to allow Ukraine to purchase weapons from U.S. defense manufacturers.
How would it work? Congress should create a "defense cooperation account" for Ukraine using the Russian assets. The model would be the similar account established by Congress in the 1990s to collect more than $50 billion in allied payments for expenses related to Operation Desert Shield. There is no need for legislation; current law already authorizes the defense secretary to create such an account to accept donations of funds, services or defense articles "from any person, foreign government, or international organization ... for use by the Department of Defense."
A defense cooperation account for Ukraine could use not just frozen Russian assets but also contributions from any sovereign party wishing to contribute to the defense of Ukraine with U.S. defense materiel and services. Such weaponry could be purchased, or drawn down from existing U.S. stockpiles, with reimbursement provided from funds deposited to the account.
Trump should tell European allies reluctant to use Russian frozen assets for this purpose that he does not care where the money comes from -- that if they don't want to use Russian money, they can replace the funds with their money from their own taxpayers.
Congress should also amend the Repo Act -- the law passed in 2023 which allowed the confiscation of frozen Russian assets in the United States to be used to aid Ukraine. The Biden administration designed the law to put seized assets into a fund administered by the secretary of state. The law should be amended to transfer the money to the Pentagon so it can be used for weapons drawdowns or purchases.
Once a defense cooperation account is established, we can also encourage our allies in the Asia-Pacific to support it, because their security is increasingly tied to Ukraine's and Europe's as the Russia-North Korea-China axis strengthens.
This international fund will deliver weapons to Ukraine to either force Russia to the negotiating table or to secure the peace that Trump negotiates. At the same time, it will serve as a way to modernize the U.S. armed forces, create American jobs and supplement Trump's planned defense buildup.
During the 2024 campaign, Trump proposed the idea of lending Ukraine the money to purchase U.S. weapons. As he put it during a South Carolina rally: "Do it this way: Loan them the money. If they can make it, they pay us back. If they can't make it, they don't have to pay us back."
In fact, Ukraine can pay us back. While the war has devastated its economy, the country is sitting on an estimated $26 trillion in untapped natural resources -- oil, gas, critical minerals and rare earth metals. Ukraine possesses some of the largest reserves of 22 of the 50 strategic minerals identified as critical to the U.S. economy and national security, including the largest reserves of uranium in Europe; the second-largest reserves of iron ore, titanium and manganese; and the third-largest reserves of shale gas, as well as massive deposits of lithium, graphite and rare earth metals, according to the Canadian geopolitical risk-analysis firm SecDev.
Ukraine's mineral and hydrocarbon resources can be used as collateral for loans to buy U.S. defense materiel, allowing Kyiv to provide for its own defense.
There are two mechanisms we can use to provide such loans. We can provide weapons to Ukraine using a Lend-Lease program, modeled on the one the United States used to arm Britain during World War II. There is no need for legislation to do this; the authority already exists in current law.
Ukraine can also buy U.S. weapons using another existing program: Foreign Military Financing (FMF) direct loans, like those we provide to U.S. allies and partners around the world. Since the war in Ukraine began, Poland has undertaken a massive defense buildup, financed in part by $11 billion in FMF direct loans, which come with interest that must be paid to the U.S. government. Warsaw is using those loans to purchase advanced U.S. defense systems, including M1A2 Abrams tanks that will be produced in Ohio, Apache helicopters built in Arizona, Airspace and Surface Radar Reconnaissance Systems produced in California, Maryland and Virginia; High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) produced in Florida, North Carolina, Alabama, Illinois, Nebraska, Texas, New Jersey and West Virginia; and Patriot air and missile defense systems produced in Missouri, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Mexico and Pennsylvania.
Similarly, last year, Romania took out a $920 million FMF direct loan to carry out a major military modernization program, including purchases of U.S. defense equipment such as Abrams tanks and co-production of Abrams tank ammunition. Congress also approved $2 billion in FMF loans for Taiwan, which it will have to repay over a 12-year period.
Ukraine can do the same. So as not to transfer costs to the U.S. taxpayer, the structure of such an agreement can be negotiated so that Ukraine guarantees these loans with its substantial natural resources.
Ukraine should be more than willing to enter into a loan agreement to purchase U.S. weapons, because it creates a sustainable model for long-term defense cooperation and creates a lasting U.S. interest in Ukraine's sovereignty and independence. American taxpayers get repaid only if Ukraine survives as a free, stable and prosperous nation.
Its resources can be developed for the benefit of both countries only if Trump succeeds in negotiating a resolution to the conflict. It is hard to mine for minerals or develop offshore oil and natural gas under enemy fire.
The time has come to end the war in Ukraine and to secure a just and lasting peace. The only way to do so is to make sure that Ukraine is armed with weapons made by American workers -- without requiring U.S. taxpayers to bear the cost.
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In the 'Great Stay' economy, Americans feel stuck
Hiring is anemic in most industries and, with mortgage rates high, people aren't moving.
By Heather Long | 2025-01-23

Adjacent "now hiring" and "store closing" signs in Vernon Hills, Illinois, on Jan. 2. (Nam Y. Huh/AP) 


When I ask Nancy Malkin about the current state of the job market, her response makes me pause: "2009 was nothing compared to this. It's been brutal." Malkin is a longtime recruiter in California's tech industry. She co-founded Curphey & Malkin Associates and usually has a flood of clients. But the past two years have been sparse for hiring -- for some, even worse than the Great Recession.
This is a weird time for the U.S. economy. On the surface, it's humming. Unemployment is a low 4.1 percent, growth is strong, consumers are spending, start-ups are booming, and inflation has cooled. But many Americans are finding it difficult to change jobs. Hiring is anemic, and companies are giving fewer bonuses and promotions. Moving is nearly impossible because so few homes are for sale, and no one wants to trade their 3 percent mortgage rate for 7 percent. Americans are even keeping their cars for record amounts of time. All of this is part of a phenomenon that has been dubbed the "Great Stay," where people feel cemented in place.
To be sure, this is a pretty good situation for many people, especially if they enjoy their current lifestyle. But for anyone feeling restless, it's tough. Young workers have started saying they have "resenteeism" at work: They don't like their jobs but are reluctant to quit. This is a big shift from 2021 and 2022, when jobs were plentiful and it was easy to quit and find a dream job that offered more money and flexibility.
Then there are the nearly 7 million people who are unemployed and finding it difficult to get interviews, let alone a job. Young people hunting for their first roles and older Americans who have been laid off have flooded social media sites such as TikTok with their frustrations.
The data backs up their angst. The official U.S. hiring rate is 3.3 percent -- the lowest level since 2013. Companies also are not doing much firing, which is why the unemployment rate remains low. Economist Guy Berger of the Burning Glass Institute has a good way of thinking about this: The current hiring rate is what we typically see when the unemployment rate is 8 percent.
Former president Joe Biden celebrated the fact that the economy added 2.2 million jobs last year. That's a good number. In fact, it's right in line with 2017 to 2019 levels, a period that President Donald Trump likes to characterize as the best economy ever. But last year's hiring was slow compared with the rapid job gains in 2021, 2022 and even 2023. And it's been especially tough in certain sectors.
Some have started calling this a "white-collar job rut." Only 96,000 "professional" jobs were added last year, a nosedive from the more than 600,000 added in 2022. It's been the weakest white-collar hiring in two decades, outside of the recession years of 2008, 2009 and 2020.
We're also in a blue-collar job rut. Manufacturing shed jobs last year. So who was hiring in 2024? Over half of the job gains came from two industries: health care and government (especially state and local government).
Since the election, there has been a clear uptick in companies saying they plan to increase staffing. But it hasn't materialized yet.
This is a warning for Trump -- and for governors and mayors. Jobs and home building have to be top priorities. A smart approach would be to roll back onerous zoning codes that prevent home building and to invest in job training, especially certificate programs and apprenticeships. Julia Pollak, chief economist at ZipRecruiter, told me that "more than 50 percent of newly hired workers are in an industry that's different from where they worked before." People need help to switch careers.
Unfortunately, Trump's flurry of executive orders includes nothing that touches on these issues. What's more, Trump threatens to slap 25 percent tariffs on Mexico and Canada starting Feb. 1. This would probably raise prices and extend the hiring pause -- or even cause layoffs.
The housing outlook is equally troublesome. Mortgage rates have soared back to 7 percent, largely due to fears about Trump's hefty tariffs and large tax cuts that won't be paid for.
Beyond the overall economic picture, artificial intelligence is also revolutionizing jobs -- and recruiting. It's now easier than ever to apply for hundreds of jobs a day. It's also easier than ever for companies to reject candidates who don't have a resume or LinkedIn profile that exactly matches the job description or level of experience required. One company told Malkin not to even look at resumes of people who graduated from college before 2014.
For workers, the Great Resignation era was more enriching than this Great Stay. People want to be able to move up the career ladder -- or move elsewhere. The sooner hiring and the housing market unfreeze, the better.
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Trump's withdrawal from the WHO is a mistake -- but also an opportunity
He could turn his rash action into a negotiation that might strengthen global health.
By Editorial Board | 2025-01-22

World Health Organization members prepare an Ebola vaccination drive in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 2018. (Junior D. Kannah/AFP/Getty Images) 


President Donald Trump's decision to withdraw from the World Health Organization could severely damage American interests. If his order stands, the U.S. government will find it more difficult to track and fight infectious diseases around the world. The United States' relationships with allies will suffer, and its adversaries' influence over the management of viral threats will increase.
Yet it is still possible to avoid these outcomes. The Trump administration could make its withdrawal conditional and use it as leverage to negotiate needed reforms to the WHO. For this strategy to work, however, the WHO and its member nations would have to be open to making changes, and the White House would have to recognize the WHO's value in protecting Americans.
Like any international body, the WHO is imperfect. Trump is right to point out that the United States funds a larger share of the organization's budget than any of its peers do, including China and India, which have much larger populations. He is also correct that to note that, during the covid pandemic, the WHO made critical missteps. For example, it neglected to acknowledge that the coronavirus was airborne until April 2021 -- months after scientists had accepted the fact. The WHO also failed to publicly criticize China as the country restricted scientists' ability to investigate the pandemic's origins within its borders.
WHO leaders have at times reacted to this criticism defensively, pointing out that many countries -- the United States included -- also struggled to save people from covid. This is a fair point, but the reforms the WHO needs don't involve addressing past grievances. What it needs is a stronger global infrastructure to stop pathogens from spreading before they become pandemics.
Fixing the payment structure should be a key piece of the reform effort. The WHO is funded by a mix of mandatory member fees -- calculated primarily by each country's gross domestic product -- and donations from governments and private organizations. The United States contributes about 18 percent of its $6.8 billion budget.
To put this in context, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has a budget of close to $10 billion -- to address public heath primarily in just one country. If other countries contributed a greater share of the budget, the WHO would be more equitable and better funded. And it would no longer need to rely as much on private donations, which are often earmarked for specific activities.
Other structural changes might help ameliorate Trump's misgivings about the organization. For instance, Ashish Jha, who was White House covid response coordinator under President Joe Biden, recently proposed the creation of an inspector general at the WHO who, unlike the organization's internal auditors, would be separately funded and not report to the director-general. This change would encourage more independent investigations and assessments of WHO activities. Jha also suggested creating a single term for the director-general to free the leader from the political pressures involved in seeking reelection.
Such reforms would not be easy to achieve, to be sure. A majority of member nations would have to support them at the WHO's World Health Assembly in May, and that means WHO leaders and the Trump administration would need to engage in serious negotiations.
But if they were to succeed, they might stave off calamity. After all, the United States needs the WHO as much as the WHO needs the United States. America cannot stop pathogens from crossing its borders. It needs an international organization to monitor diseases the world over, especially in countries that are unlikely to welcome U.S. investigators. Meanwhile, the WHO needs the United States not only for its financial support but also for its public health expertise. If the United States gives up on this partnership, what will stop populist leaders in other countries from following suit?
It is perhaps especially unfortunate that Republicans seem willing to discard the international infrastructure to fight infectious diseases. Twenty years ago, President George W. Bush demonstrated what can be accomplished when the United States engages willingly in global public health efforts. His PEPFAR program has saved an estimated 25 million lives from HIV/AIDS, generating enormous goodwill for America. Unless he changes course, Trump is on a path to leave a much darker legacy.
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Prince Harry's coming of age
His quest against the tabloids was a boyhood fantasy. His decision to settle is a cold calculation.
By David Von Drehle | 2025-01-22

David Sherborne, a lawyer for Prince Harry, speaks outside the High Court in London on Wednesday. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


As the defining battle of Prince Harry's life approached this week, I did what legions before me have done. I bought and read his memoir, "Spare." According to the authorities at the Guinness records operation, this is the fastest-selling nonfiction book in history, moving nearly 1.5 million copies in the first 24 hours -- a payday so staggering as to suggest that the lifetime of unwanted publicity the prince writes about so bitterly offers at least one consolation.
The book gives a few glimpses of anachronistic palace life: butlers serving fish sticks and fries to little boys, using antique china and silver domes; adults in formal dress reenacting the same dreary conversations night after night over dinner in stuffy rooms. We learn that Harry's brother, the future King William, disliked the silly uniform chosen for his wedding day but was powerless to change it, and we learn altogether too much about a case of frostbite to Harry's private parts.
But mostly, "Spare" is the story of a boy's grievance against the malevolent forces he blames not only for the death of his mother but also for the destruction of his family life, the travails of his young romances, and his exile from his destined realm. It is a manifesto for his revenge over "the plotters and stalkers and liars" of the media. And, in this sense, the book charts a saga that ended abruptly in London on Wednesday, not with a bang but a whimper.
Moments before a trial that was to be Harry's slaying of Fleet Street dragons, the prince's lawyers announced that he was accepting an eye-watering settlement from the Rupert Murdoch-controlled NGN group of newspapers, which includes the merciless tabloid the Sun. Along with the money, Harry received an abject (though not very specific) apology for years of hounding and exposure of the prince, his family, and his mother, Princess Diana.
His decision surprised many, but it shouldn't have. Had he spurned the offer to have his tilt at the NGN ogres, Harry could have been on the hook for many millions in legal fees -- not just his own but, in a quirk of British law, NGN's, too. Any plaintiff who spurns a juicy settlement offer must pay the bills for all parties if an eventual award is less than the amount passed up. Given the eight-figure settlement offer (an amount confirmed by the prince's lawyers and not disputed by NGN), Harry had no hope of winning a similar amount.
An estranged royal married to a TV star with two privileged children of their own, Harry has a lot of bills to pay; a lifestyle like the one portrayed in his memoir doesn't just happen. The choice between a windfall from Murdoch vs. a beggaring invoice from Murdoch's lawyers was no choice at all. Not for a grown man with responsibilities more pressing than his boyhood revenge fantasies.
But the fantasies won't be easy to give up. The author of "Spare" has nursed a white-hot grudge against NGN chief Rebekah Brooks since he was a schoolboy and she pushed a story about his alleged drug use. Sure, he used drugs, Harry admits in his book, but his tour of a rehab facility at the time was just a benign royal duty and besides, it was none of anyone's business. Brooks was the "loathsome editor," in Harry's words, and "her minions" included William Lewis, a rising company executive whose role in an internal investigation of abusive reporting techniques was, in Harry's view, part of a coverup. The battle thus ended, the prince has a big hole to fill.
Lewis, who is now CEO and publisher of The Post, has denied the accusation.
Harry's narrative leaves one rueful over the infinite variety of unhappy childhoods. No number of castles, trust funds, prep schools, ski trips, safaris, glamorous girlfriends or magic mushrooms can outweigh the pain of his imprisonment from birth, however gilded the cage. And in baring intimacies well beyond those exposed in the papers, the book reminds us that very few celebrities truly seek privacy; instead, most seek to control the revenue that flows from their exposure.
A teacher once told me that the saddest moment in all of Shakespeare comes near the end of "Henry IV: Part II." The overlong adolescence of Prince Hal, party boy, has ended with the death of his father, the king. Newly crowned as Henry V, the former Hal is greeted by his best pal, jolly mentor and comic foil, Falstaff. With terrible coldness, the king puts his boyhood behind him, saying: "I know thee not, old man."
To end the human appetite for gossip, to slay rapacious greed, to set right the death of a princess and undo the pain of a lonesome boy are jobs for a child's heroic imagination. With his calculated decision to settle his quest, Prince Harry put childish things behind him.
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The questions senators need to ask themselves about Pete Hegseth
Readers point questions to Trump pick Pam Bondi as well.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-01-22

Pete Hegseth, President Donald Trump's choice to be defense secretary, at his confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill last on Jan. 14. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


Regarding the Jan. 15 news analysis, "The questions Pete Hegseth wouldn't answer":
As Hegseth's hearing proceeded before the Senate Armed Services Committee, there was an air of unreality to the nominee's performance. Moreover, the committee's Republican majority seemed to have little appreciation for the gravity of decisions required of the defense secretary.
According to The Post, Hegseth "repeatedly and relentlessly" avoided answering direct questions. His responses to embarrassing questions about his alleged past abusive behavior toward women, and the reported evidence of a serious problem with alcoholism, came across robotic and disingenuous.
Who can imagine this man as a link in the nuclear chain of command? Any decision to deploy nuclear weapons would require the advice and recommendations of the president's senior advisers, especially the defense secretary. Can this country afford to gamble on a man with no experience at that level?
William E. Jackson Jr., Davidson, North Carolina
The writer is a former U.S. Senate staffer and State Department official.
Pete Hegseth should have been asked to make disclosures based on his pledge to stop drinking if confirmed. He should disclose whether he has already given up drinking. Many people who are heavy drinkers -- even if not technically addicted -- and alcoholics relapse even though they think they will not. Hegseth should disclose whether he will have a support system such as Alcoholics Anonymous to help him through this or whether he intends to give up alcohol "cold turkey." Equally important, is he going to implement a policy or procedure in case he does have a relapse, is impaired, and therefore cannot and should not make the required decisions?
Lynn Daucher, Brea, California
The writer is a former member of the California State Assembly.
Pete Hegseth's recent pledge to abstain from alcohol while in office has sparked an unnecessary and distracting debate. Questions from Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) probing Hegseth's past drinking habits and suggesting a history of problematic alcohol use crossed a boundary of basic decency and respect.
Warren argued: "While I believe we should support individuals with substance use disorders, we cannot have a secretary of defense, charged with making essential and critical national security decisions involving life and death, who is also struggling with alcohol abuse."
As someone who is in recovery and also who served in two presidential administrations, I find this reasoning deeply flawed. Recovery is not a destination but a lifelong process. I would challenge the senator to define how many years of sobriety one must have to be deemed fit for public service. Should there be a sliding scale, adjusted by rank or responsibility, to determine who is "qualified" to lead?
Countless Americans in positions of trust regularly manage health conditions, including addiction, while maintaining exemplary performance records. Organizations, including government and the military, are filled with individuals who rely on various forms of medication, therapy or support groups to address their personal health challenges. The notion that any single condition, such as a history of problematic alcohol use, disqualifies someone from public service reflects a profound misunderstanding of the complexities of mental and behavioral health. Worse, this perspective exhibits a sad view of humanity and denies our fundamental capacity for growth and change; it discounts the resilience and determination that so many in recovery embody. Instead of weaponizing our struggles, we should recognize and appreciate the valuable insights and empathy that lived experience can bring to policymaking and leadership.
Addiction stigma remains a barrier to many needing help, and public figures who must face this kind of disingenuous questioning risk perpetuating the notion that personal struggles are fair game for political theater. Some might conclude, quite reasonably, that attempting to hide their condition indefinitely and risk having it used against them later is better than seeking treatment and having it used against them now.
Warren's approach only discourages others in public service from being transparent about their health and choices, fearing judgment or exploitation for partisan advantage. Leaders should encourage transparency and demonstrate that it is possible to overcome adversity while excelling in public service. It is incredibly disheartening to see recovery weaponized. At a time when the overdose and addiction epidemic continues to devastate families across the country, we must do better in our national discourse.
Sobriety and recovery are not vulnerabilities; they are demonstrations of strength. It's time we treated them as such.
Christopher McGuinn, Washington
The writer served in the Labor Department under Presidents George W. Bush and Donald Trump and is the founder of More than 28, an organization that advocates expanded insurance coverage for addiction treatment.
Regarding the Jan. 15 news article "Hegseth, under senators' scrutiny, mutes critique of women in combat":
Pete Hegseth, as the nominee to be defense secretary, arbitrarily selects upper-body strength and the ability to carry heavy weights, which is gender-biased toward men, as the sole criteria for combat fitness. Nothing could be further from the truth. Survivability is an equally suitable criterion, and its metrics are demonstrably gender-biased toward women.
In his book "The Right Stuff," author Thomas Wolfe referenced NASA's Project Mercury data, which recorded that women have a decidedly higher threshold for pain than men, a feature that might be critical in combat. Also, disclosed records from the Soviet-era gulags reveal that women were consistently more likely to survive the brutal conditions of those camps than men. And anyone who has visited an assisted-living facility knows there are generally more women there than men. Women are natural survivors.
Rather than addressing why women should be allowed to fill combat roles, Hegseth might be better served asking why men are allowed to serve in political roles of any kind, anywhere, at all. There has always been a man to blame for each and every war ever fought from the beginning of recorded time. That, in itself, is a more significant issue worthy of real and deliberate examination.
Rocky Semmes, Alexandria
Matt Gaetz should never have been picked for attorney general. He was morally, intellectually and fundamentally unqualified to be the nation's chief law enforcement officer. But his tendered replacement, Pam Bondi (like Gaetz, a Floridian who is also a threat to legal norms) remains an unapologetic 2020 election denier.
Even President Donald Trump's attorney general at the time, William P. Barr, acknowledged Joe Biden's victory. Barr even told Trump the truth: that Trump was wrong and was misleading voters. Barr's resignation prompted Trump to excoriate him for refusing to echo the lie.
For the past four years, Bondi has been promoting Trump's "rigged election" claim, and she continues to be one of its most strident voices. That alone should prevent an honest Senate from confirming her. If that were not enough, while Bondi served as Florida attorney general, she halted an investigation into Trump University for potential fraud shortly after Trump gave her reelection campaign $25,000.
Americans do not deserve, nor should their senators allow, Pam Bondi to lead the Justice Department.
David Kahn, Boca Raton, Florida
It should be obvious from the Senate hearings for attorney general that Pam Bondi is poised to do President Donald Trump's bidding -- chief among which is pursuing those who investigated him, political rivals and others. This is evidenced by her refusal to say whether she would investigate special counsel Jack Smith, saying she hadn't yet "seen the file."
Her loyalty to Trump was made even clearer when she refused to admit that Joe Biden won in 2020, instead pointing to vague irregularities she witnessed in Pennsylvania voting. She must know what happened to Trump Attorney General Jeff Sessions when he recused himself -- how he was hounded out of office and made a scapegoat by Trump loyalists during Trump's 2020 reelection bid. Her conduct at the hearings does not show that she would be willing to stand up to Trump.
If nothing else, this should have served as confirmation to President Joe Biden that preemptive pardons were needed for Anthony S. Fauci; Gen. Mark A. Milley;  former representative Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming), Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California) and Rep. Bennie G. Thompson (D-Mississippi), as well as other members of and participants in the Jan. 6 committee; and Biden's siblings and their spouses. Let the conservatives howl (as they ignore Trump's pardons for people such as Paul Manafort, Roger Stone, Michael Flynn and, most of all, roughly 1,500 rioters who participated in the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol).
George Magakis, Jr., Norristown, Pennsylvania
Regarding Ruth Marcus's Jan. 15 column, "The Senate's dereliction of duty":
The Senate confirmation hearings, once the political equivalent of a proving ground, have devolved into a petty competition between elite politicians. The presiding senators seek to portray themselves as altruistic public servants, but when they read from self-aggrandizing scripts, the resemblance to play actors is incontrovertible.
True selfless agents of the people would avoid making a mockery of the vetting process. Yet, we see senators ignore and reimagine the deficiencies of nominees with thin resumes just because they share party affiliation.
When qualifications become subordinate to political ideology, democratic norms erode and America's security is compromised.
Jim Paladino, Tampa
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In a tit-for-tat pardon war, who deals the most damaging tat?
Plus: Border tunnels. Where med schools get their bodies.
By Drew Goins | 2025-01-22
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Rachel Powell, who was convicted of three felonies after participating in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot, speaks to journalists in D.C. on Tuesday after a pardon from President Donald Trump secured her release. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post) 


Ruth Marcus calls Joe Biden's outgoing pardon of his family and certain administration officials "a disappointing abuse of his presidential prerogative."
The Editorial Board says the "rash action" was an "affront to justice."
Both agree that President Donald Trump's pardons are worse. On the same day -- his first as chief executive -- Trump gave amnesty to almost all the Jan. 6 rioters, including the ones who bear-sprayed and beat police.
Yes, it was "bad enough" that Biden pardoned his son Hunter after assuring (and reassuring) he wouldn't, Ruth writes, and unsavory that he gave broad preemptive immunity to all manner of other family members.
But Trump's injustice, she says, was "perpetrated upon the rule of law itself [and] the single gravest misuse in the nation's history of presidential pardons." The board writes that the "reckless handout risks emboldening militias and others to commit future acts of barbarity" in the name of politics.
Meanwhile, Jason Willick is unsure whether one can really untangle a "tit-for-tat escalation" to determine which tat was ultimately most damaging. He, like Ruth and the board members, can understand the protective patriarch's motivation, given the noises Trump makes about exacting revenge on "the Biden crime family."
Yet Jason does not excuse Biden's decision. "This is the logic of norm erosion," he writes: "Different rules are needed for us than for them, because we are responsible and they are not."
So we end up here, with a tool intended by the Founders for political reconciliation, Jason says, used by Trump "to spit in the face of opponents." Or have we ended up anywhere? As he warns, "with all norm spirals, it's hard to predict what the next turn will bring."
Chaser: Philip Bump pulls the data, and it turns out Trump's pardons are not popular (and even a little dicey among Republicans). Neither are a whole bunch of Trump's Day 1 executive actions. Here's a little preview.




Bonus chaser: For a deeper dive into the first day of the second Trump administration, listen to Ruth discuss it on the "Impromptu" podcast with Dana Milbank and Jim Geraghty.

goins 


From urban warfare scholar John Spencer's essay explaining that as the border wall goes up, the threat underground will grow only stronger.
Spencer takes us on a subterranean world tour, passing through Gaza and Lebanon before returning to the U.S. southern border, where 11 tunnels were discovered in 2020 alone.
The bedrock (!) lesson here: "No matter how advanced, aboveground defenses often drive adversaries to seek alternate routes underground." Spencer lays out the investments the United States needs to make to head that off.
Want to know what professor and bioethicist Eli Shupe calls "one of the oldest dirty secrets in medicine"?
It's that many medical schools still use the unclaimed bodies of dead poor people for research and dissection, without their or their next of kin's permission; this was happening at north of 10 percent of U.S. medical schools as recently as 2019.
"A pillar of present-day medical ethics is the principle of autonomy, which compels medical professionals to respect the values and preferences of those under their care," Shupe says. "Does that obligation end when a person dies?"
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Pardoned party stops
Norm spiral with five brave words:
Ah, thanks -- but no, thanks
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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How human bodies end up on dissection tables without consent
Unclaimed remains of poor people in Texas were dissected for medical research without consent.
By Eli Shupe | 2025-01-22
Eli Shupe is an assistant professor of philosophy and co-director of medical humanities and bioethics at the University of Texas at Arlington.
Every year, tens of thousands of Americans die with no one able or willing to claim their remains. Some died without living relatives, while others were estranged from family. Many are survived by loved ones who would gladly have laid them to rest but could not afford cremation or burial costs.
In September, the University of North Texas Health Science Center in Fort Worth made headlines for dissecting the unclaimed remains of hundreds of individuals without their consent or the permission of their next of kin. The bodies were sent to the health science center by county officials to avoid paying for the cremation of their poorest residents. This was neither illegal nor peculiar to Texas. Indeed, the use of unclaimed bodies is one of the oldest dirty secrets in medicine.
A century ago, unclaimed bodies, as well as those of executed prisoners, were the default source of teaching specimens for U.S. medical schools. If their numbers were insufficient to meet the ever-growing demand, anatomists enlisted the help of grave robbers and body snatchers, who plied their illegal trade in communities too powerless to fight back.
Old habits, it turns out, die hard.
My initiation into the secret of the unclaimed occurred in 2021 while volunteering at a hospice in Fort Worth. A chaplain offhandedly remarked that one of our patients, a Medicaid recipient with no next of kin, would soon be "off to the medical school." When she explained what she meant -- that he would be relegated to the anatomy room table after his death regardless of his wishes -- I was shocked. As a medical ethicist and researcher, I set out to learn more.
By 2023, my team at the University of Texas at Arlington had learned that around 14 percent of bodies used for medical teaching in Texas originated as unclaimed remains, and the publication of our findings in JAMA sparked an NBC investigation that unmasked the University of North Texas as the primary driver of those trends.
The university fired officials who led the program in response to the ensuing public outcry and announced on Monday that the president of its health science center had resigned. And although the university suspended its anatomical gifts program, what happened there is happening at universities across the country. According to a survey published in 2019, 12 percent of U.S. medical schools still accept the bodies of the unclaimed poor alongside those of willing donors.
Most people do not want to be dissected after they die, even for a noble purpose. Some religious faiths prohibit it. A pillar of present-day medical ethics is the principle of autonomy, which compels medical professionals to respect the values and preferences of those under their care. Does that obligation end when a person dies? If it does, why do we not round up the bodies of the rich as well as those of the poor when they die without a will or next of kin? Why do only the wealthy need to sign consent forms for body donation?
You might think this is a matter of necessity. There is no question that medical students need bodies on which to practice their trade. But thanks to the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act of 1968, Americans have the right to donate their bodies to science -- and many do. Today, the majority of bodies used in medical schools have been donated by the deceased individual or by next of kin. A survey published last year of academic body-donation programs in the United States found that 70 percent typically receive enough to fit the needs of their institutions, 17 percent receive a surplus, and only 13 percent receive too few.
The sad reality is that use of the unclaimed is less about training doctors to save lives and more about saving money -- and sometimes even making it. The steady supply of unclaimed bodies received by the University of North Texas far surpassed the needs of its own students, to the extent that it was able to generate millions of dollars leasing the surplus to external groups and medical device manufacturers.
The federal government should enact regulations requiring the written consent of the deceased or their next of kin for whole body donation. In the absence of such legislation, state and local governments can step up. New York, Hawaii and Vermont have passed legislation banning the use of unclaimed bodies in education and research and can serve as models for states that have yet to do so. At the local level, counties primarily control what happens to the unclaimed bodies of their residents and can adopt policies and allocate funds to guarantee that the unclaimed are cremated or buried rather than dissected.
In the many places where the use of unclaimed bodies remains legal, U.S. medical schools must rebuild public trust by declaring unequivocally that they will accept the remains only of those who have voluntarily willed their bodies to science.
Many of those who die alone and in poverty have lived hard lives on the margins of society. Some have been failed by the very health-care system that eagerly commodifies their remains. Our hospice patient, destined for dissection whether he liked it or not, deserved better, and so did the many others whose remains were used without their consent.
If we cannot fix the social problems that lead Americans' bodies to go unclaimed, it is at least within our power to make sure that their remains are treated with respect.
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What to know about the March for Life rally in D.C. on Friday
Organizers expect 150,000 demonstrators to march in D.C. on Friday to advocate for tightened restrictions.
By Emma Uber | 2025-01-23

Thousands turned out for the 47th annual March for Life in Washington on Jan. 24, 2020. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


Thousands of antiabortion demonstrators are expected to gather in the nation's capital Friday for the 52nd annual March for Life, protesting and pressuring lawmakers to take action.
The march has been held every January since Jan. 22, 1973, when Roe v. Wade established a woman's right to have an abortion without excessive government restrictions -- the day Kristan Hawkins, president of Students for Life of America, calls "the darkest day of our American story."
While Friday marks the third March for Life since Roe v. Wade was overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court, Hawkins and others say they are motivated to rally as research found the number of abortions in the United States increased in the aftermath of the decision.
Antiabortion activists said in interviews that they are invigorated by President Donald Trump's return to the White House, even as his stance on abortion has been inconsistent over the years. He became the first sitting president to attend the March for Life when he spoke at the event in 2020, but appeared to distance himself from the issue during his 2024 campaign, criticizing six-week abortion bans and saying during a presidential debate he would refuse to sign a national ban.
"President Trump governed as a pro-life president during his first term which resulted in a long list of accomplishments," March for Life President-elect Jennie Bradley Lichter said in a statement.
Trump is scheduled to be in California on Friday visiting areas damaged by wildfires; a National Parks Service permit lists Vice President JD Vance as a speaker. Organizers expect 150,000 demonstrators to march against abortion access, according to the permit.
The rally is slated to be held on the Washington Monument grounds, near the World War II Memorial and between 17th Street NW and 15th Street NW, according to a map on the event website.
A pre-rally concert is set to begin at 11 a.m., with a performance from the Christian band Unspoken, and the main rally will be held from noon to 1 p.m. The march will last from 1 to 4 p.m., according to the event website.
The march route this year will lead demonstrators along Constitution Avenue NW to Pennsylvania Avenue NW, down Third Street SW near the Capitol Reflecting Pool, then onto Independence Avenue SW past the Capitol and up First Street NE to the area between the U.S. Capitol and the Supreme Court.
While the march used to end at the steps of the Supreme Court, in a post-Roe world it is now billed as a march to the Capitol building, Hawkins said.
"The Supreme Court said in the Dobbs decision is returned to the people and their representatives," Hawkins said of the focus on the Capitol. "It's a demand of the representatives at the U.S. Capitol to act."
Yes, several streets near the National Mall will be closed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., according to Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. The closures will also cause some Metro bus detours. A full list of road closures and detours can be found on the WMATA website.
The scheduled speakers this year include House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) and Rep. Chris Smith (R-New Jersey). The march will also feature church leaders, an obstetrician, a college student, an abortion survivor and others, according to the event website. Professional surfer, author and motivational speaker Bethany Hamilton, whose life is chronicled in the movie "Soul Surfer," is slated to deliver the keynote.
Though the website does not name Vance as a speaker, the permit includes the vice president in the speakers list.
March for Life addresses this question directly, calling the Supreme Court's decision a "wonderful blessing" on its website but redirecting supporters' attention to looming legal battles.
Though the March for Life began in response to Roe v. Wade, the antiabortion movement predated the court's decision, abortion movement historian Mary Ziegler said in an interview. The ultimate goal of the movement has always been to guarantee "the recognition of fetal personhood," she said.
"When Roe was the law, the sort of shorter term priority was getting rid of Roe," Ziegler said. "But somewhere along the way, almost everybody began to think that the whole point for the movement was getting rid of Roe. If you've spent so much time and money condemning Roe, you're going to confuse a lot of people that was the point. That's something the movement needs to re-message."
Hawkins agreed. "The job is not done in the pro-life movement," she said. "The mission is not done. Seeing Roe fall was the beginning of the end, not the end."
Yes, you can watch a live stream on the March for Life YouTube channel and Facebook page.
Ellie Silverman contributed to this report.
This article has been updated with new information about planned speakers. 
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Maryland effort to raise tipped wages hopes Trump's no-tax-on-tips will help
The One Fair Wage Coalition, which has been pressing for higher minimum wages in states across the country, this week renewed its efforts to raise Maryland's wage floor and exempt tips from state income taxes.
By Katie Shepherd | 2025-01-23

JD Vance signs a restaurant check "no tax on tips!!" as he leaves $200 in cash for a gratuity while on the campaign trail as Donald Trump's running mate at the Park Diner in Minnesota in July. (Alex Brandon/AP)


In the days after President Donald Trump took office, while many Maryland Democrats worried over his executive orders and threats to gut the federal workforce, one left-leaning group seized on a potential silver lining in the president's support for eliminating taxes on tips.
A package of bills introduced in the Maryland General Assembly on Thursday would send the question to Maryland voters in 2026 to decide whether to exempt tips from state income taxes -- a proposal backed by Trump on the campaign trail. The bills go further than Trump has on the issue by also raising wages for tipped workers to match the minimum wage for non-tipped employees in Maryland. The legislation would raise the minimum wage for all workers from $15 to $20 an hour by 2030, and give restaurants tax breaks as they transition to higher pay.
The effort mirrors a national movement that has already changed the law in places such as Washington, D.C., and California, and aims to do so in several other states this year, including Illinois and New York. While a similar effort in Maryland stalled last year, the politics have shifted this year: The state faces a massive budget deficit, Gov. Wes Moore (D) has proposed tax breaks to 60 percent of Marylanders, and the national political environment has changed since Trump's November victory by putting a finer focus on kitchen-table issues. Advocates and the bill's sponsor, Del. Adrian A. Boafo (D-Prince George's), hope the new dynamic will propel their proposal to put more money in waiters' pockets.
"It's absurdly clear from the election that elected officials who want to win have to deliver for working people because we're in a moment of an extreme cost of living crisis," said Saru Jayaraman, president of One Fair Wage. "We've come to realize we have to put more money in people's pockets, and that's where we're seeing the election results really create momentum."
Jayaraman said that while the group supports Trump's call to eliminate the tax on tips, that proposal alone will not do enough to help low-income workers. She said the group hopes the public's enthusiasm for getting rid of the income tax on tips will translate into support for one minimum wage for all workers, regardless of whether they earn tips or not.
The Maryland Restaurant Association has consistently opposed similar efforts to eliminate the tipped wage credit that allows eateries to pay waiters far below the minimum wage other workers receive. The trade group has argued that tipped workers will actually see less take-home pay, because restaurants will pass costs on to diners who could in turn tip less. Under existing law, if a tipped worker makes less than the standard minimum wage with their tips, their employer must pay the difference to ensure that worker takes home at least $15 an hour.
State lawmakers have been skeptical of raising the tipped wage in the past, but advocates hope the growing bipartisan national movement to get rid of taxes on tips will help buoy the issue in Maryland.
Jayaraman said Trump's victory put a spotlight on Democrats' failures to enact policies that help people struggling to make ends meet. At the same time, Trump has elevated the discussion around not taxing tips to the national stage and the issue has since gained bipartisan support in Congress.
Last week, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) introduced a bill alongside several Republicans and the Democratic senators from Nevada, Jacky Rosen and Catherine Cortez Masto, that would exempt tips from federal income tax. Another Democrat from Nevada, Rep. Steven Horsford, introduced similar legislation last year and said in a statement shared with The Washington Post that he was thrilled to see Maryland lawmakers take up the issue.
"From Nevada to Maryland and everywhere in between, the American people want lawmakers to help them keep more of their hard-earned money and build a brighter future," Horsford said. "That work must include eliminating the sub-minimum wage."
When Elijah Bell, 22, isn't taking cybersecurity classes in Upper Marlboro, he works 30 to 35 hours a week across two jobs, including one serving tables at a Mediterranean restaurant, to pay for school, his phone bill and other expenses. Sometimes he takes home a handsome haul of tips that can exceed the minimum wage. But on slow days -- when it rains or snows or is bitterly cold -- he might pocket no more than $25 in tips over an entire shift. His hourly wage under existing Maryland law is $3.63 an hour, and his employer must make sure he takes home at least $15 an hour.
Bell said he supports eliminating the lower wage for tipped workers and getting rid of income tax on tips -- a scenario that would significantly raise his take-home pay.
"That would not make me have to run myself down into the ground and burn myself out," he said. "I could focus on school."
The Maryland bills will require a 60 percent vote in both chambers to succeed, before the proposed constitutional amendment would go to voters on the 2026 ballot. Moore is expected to face reelection on that same ballot, as will many state lawmakers and Maryland's U.S. representatives.
Boafo, the bill's sponsor in the Maryland House of Delegates, said the proposal stands to boost the state's economy by attracting more servers and providing restaurant workers with a higher wage that could also boost state revenue as the state faces down a significant deficit that is projected to grow over the next five years.
"We want to have a thriving restaurant industry," Boafo said.
This story is developing and will be updated.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/01/23/maryland-taxes-tips-trump/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



CWG live updates: Sunshine through Saturday only slightly dents the chill
Arctic air eases up just a bit today.
By David Streit, Jason Samenow | 2025-01-23
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists ...
Happening now: The chill isn't quite as bitter this afternoon as it's been. But it's still very cold with highs in the upper 20s to low 30s, partly sunny skies and light winds.
What's next?:  Dry weather prevails through the weekend. We're still fairly frozen through Saturday, before highs reach the more seasonable 40s Sunday and Monday.
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New fossil hunting group aims to help Marylanders find buried treasures
Fossils from more than 600 species can be found in the area dating back to 23 million years ago. 
By Kyle Swenson | 2025-01-23

Felicia Ludwig found her "biggest and best" fossil on the Calvert Cliffs on the western shore of Chesapeake Bay. The tooth belonged to an ancient megalodon and measures nearly four inches. (Felicia Ludwig)


Forgive Felicia Ludwig for getting all cosmic about it, but that's just how she feels about fossil hunting.
Ludwig found her first fossil on the sandy expanse of Calvert County's Matoaka Beach in 2017. It was the mouth plate of an ancient stingray, a tiny bit of fossil that can easily be mistaken for a rock or bleached wood or even trash. But no -- this was millions of years old.
"There is magic in feeling so small," Ludwig, 37, said. "You're the very first human picking some of these things up. They're 30 million years old and you're 37 years old. That idea that you are so insignificant -- that really sings to me."
A Maryland native who had enjoyed the outdoors as a child but now spent her days at a computer compiling data, Ludwig learned about fossil hunting from a friend. Ludwig tagged along on her friend's next hunt and has been hooked ever since.
Ludwig is now in the middle of building a nonprofit called Maryland Fossil Finders. Launched in September, the group aims to encourage more Marylanders to fossil hunt via learning the basics from webinars and gathering for regular guided walks.
And there's good reason for them to give it a try: Maryland is uniquely peppered with remnants of long-gone geological eras. In 2023, scientists discovered a "bone bed" in Laurel, Md., containing fossils from a number of dinosaurs dating to the early Cretaceous period, about 150 million years ago. That same year, an amateur fossil hunter and his family were searching the Calvert County coastline when they discovered a 650-pound whale skull that was 12 million years old. The find was taken to Calvert Marine Museum for further research.
With so much history waiting to be discovered in the region, Ludwig hopes to expand the ranks of fossil hunters.
"If you're out there, you can find it," she said. "But if no one is there, it's possible it'll get washed out into the ocean and nobody will ever find it again."
The majority of the fossils in Maryland date to the Miocene age, which ran from 23 million to 5 million years ago. Saber-toothed cats and mastodons prowled alongside the first dogs and bears. Elevated temperatures also meant higher sea levels, and much of Maryland was underwater, part of a shallow sea, according to David Hoppe, a graduate student in Earth Systems Science at George Mason University and an avid fossil blogger. That area went as far west as I-95 and as far south as Richmond.

In 2023, Ludwig went to the Calvert Cliffs the day after her grandmother passed away. "Granny, tell me where the big ones are," she said to herself, and she found a pile of shark teeth. (Felicia Ludwig)


"This sea was teeming with life, like fish, saltwater crocodiles, dolphins, whales and sharks," Hoppe said.
Shark teeth are the most common fossil locally, Hoppe said, because these ancient sharks, like their modern equivalents, drop up to 10,000 teeth throughout their lifetimes.
"I often get asked actually if we are ever going to run out of fossil shark teeth here," Hoppe said. "I always say we won't run out of them anytime soon. There are millions if not billions of shark teeth out there."
The Calvert Cliffs, a scenic stretch of beach set against an ancient landmass hanging on the western edge of the Chesapeake Bay, is the region's most celebrated fossil-hunting location. Fossils from more than 600 species have been collected from the site, Hoppe said.
This includes one the most sought-after finds in the area -- the tooth of a megalodon, the supersized ancient shark that stretched to nearly 70 feet long. Its teeth run from three to five inches. In January 2023, a 9-year-old found a five-inch megalodon tooth at Calvert. Additional popular fossil hunting sites are along the Potomac, James, and Rappahannock rivers.
Although other fossil hunting groups and clubs exist across the state, Ludwig said her group will emphasize making fossil hunting open and accessible, regardless of language barriers or physical limitations. She has two volunteer ASL interpreters as well as a Spanish interpreter, in addition to access to motorized beach wheelchairs. So far, Ludwig has held three hikes, and as the group heads into 2025, they are planning more hikes and events in early spring.
Diane Bowlby, a 63-year-old yoga instructor, signed up for one of the walks after seeing Ludwig post about the Maryland Fossil Finders on Facebook. Bowlby, who had once instructed Ludwig, had always collected rocks and seashells on trips. This, however, would be her first fossil hunt.
She traveled from her home outside York, Pennsylvania, for one of Ludwig's organized hikes. Bowlby returned home with three shark-tooth fossils and plans to come again.
"There was a blind man on the trip, and he was searching for fossils based on feel," she added. "It was amazing."

Ludwig (left) went on fossil hunting trips beyond the Washington region, such as this trip with Corinne Osborn to hunt for fossils in South Carolina. (Felicia Ludwig)


Ludwig says that inclusivity is important to her, as she's faced reluctance from some seasoned fossil hunters who refused to share knowledge or good locations.
"A lot of people seem to want to keep things a secret," Ludwig said. "They seem to think the spread of information is ruining the hobby."
Gatekeeping is one of the main tensions running through fossil hunting for hobbyists, Hoppe said. Others include complaints from property owners about fossil hunters trespassing on their land. Many sites are also located on state park land, and it's legally dicey to take objects home.
"There are times people have destroyed scientific specimens because they were greedy and wanted something cool for themselves," Hoppe said. "The best practice is if you see something significant, call up a museum and let them know."
Ludwig said wider involvement would only benefit the entire mission of fossil hunting -- pulling more evidence of the history of the planet and its life forms out of the ground. While fossil hunting is a scientific endeavor requiring professional attention and analysis, major finds can be discovered by both amateurs and experts.
"This is a chance to discover things that have not been discovered yet," she said. "The more people that we have out there finding these things, the more stuff we will discover."
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D.C. sued the Trump administration -- but won't advertise it
As Donald Trump has grown more vocal in his threats against a vulnerable District, D.C. officials have grown more muted, seeking to avoid a conflict.
By Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn | 2025-01-23

D.C. Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb joined a lawsuit challenging President Donald Trump's executive order to end birthright citizenship but was the only plaintiff not to issue a news release or conduct interviews on it. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


D.C. sued to block President Donald Trump's executive order ending birthright citizenship on Tuesday -- but the city's top officials don't want to talk about it.
The 18 states and another city, San Francisco, that filed the initial federal lawsuit in Massachusetts on Tuesday all blasted out news releases or spoke with reporters about why they felt Trump's executive order was an "extreme" violation of the Constitution and denied basic rights to U.S.-born children of undocumented immigrants.
By contrast, D.C. Attorney General Brian L. Schwalb (D), whose office typically alerts its every major legal action, was the only one who made no public statement. Through a spokesperson, he declined to comment on the lawsuit. A spokesperson for D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) also did not respond to requests for comment, and she has made no public statement about it.
The silence from top D.C. officials exemplified their emerging strategy for dealing with Trump. D.C., unlike other cities, has limited home rule and is subject to vast amounts of federal control. The city's vulnerability has created a kind of inverse relationship between Trump and its top officials: As Trump has grown more vocal in his threats, D.C. officials have grown more muted, seeking to avoid inflaming a conflict.
On Day 1 of the Trump presidency, in which Trump signed executive orders cracking down on immigration, recognizing only two sexes and pardoning those who stormed the U.S. Capitol and attacked D.C. police officers on Jan. 6, 2021, Bowser's only public statement was an expression of optimism, focusing instead on her shared priorities with Trump.
The posture -- a contrast to public resistance from Bowser and other top officials in Trump's first term -- has come in the face of escalating hostility from Trump and Republicans toward the city's autonomy. On the campaign trail, Trump threatened a "federal takeover" of the District and fixated on graffiti and crime. In 2020 he expressed interest in taking over D.C.'s police force, a threat that has haunted D.C. officials since. And in Congress, Republicans have repeatedly targeted the District, at their most frequent clip in modern D.C. history.
"Please let your members of Congress know: It's time to repeal DC Home Rule," Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah), a frequent ringleader of attempts to strip D.C. autonomy, wrote on X Tuesday in response to a perception that it was taking too long for Jan. 6 defendants to be released from the D.C. jail.
Charles Wilson, chairman of the D.C. Democratic Party, said that considering the city's vulnerability, Bowser's approach was "smart" -- and thought the lack of fanfare over the birthright citizenship lawsuit fit neatly within the strategy while still finding a way to defend D.C.'s values.
"How do we fight but not be the guy up front fighting -- just be in the crowd? So you don't get the most attention, but you're still fighting for what you believe in," Wilson said. "We're in a very different position -- we're not a state. You've got a Republican Congress, a Republican president, so you have to be very careful."
It's been an adjustment for some who are used to seeing their Democratic elected officials push back loudly against Trump's policies. But some advocates working with immigrants and LGBTQ+ people -- two of Trump's major targets -- say they understand.
"You don't necessarily need to shout it from every mountaintop," said Abel Nunez, executive director of the Central American Resource Center, which works with immigrant communities in the District. "We don't want D.C. to become a target of the Trump administration."
Since Trump's election, Bowser -- who attended the inauguration in the Capitol Rotunda while many Republican governors were relegated to the overflow room -- has remained consistent in her approach and tone toward Trump, whom she met at Mar-a-Lago in what she called a "great meeting" last month.
She has pledged to find areas of common ground, such as on returning federal workers to the office or enlivening half-vacant federal buildings -- two areas Bowser sees as central to her downtown revitalization agenda. Trump's return-to-office order ruffled many in the federal workforce, especially amid concerns that he could upend federal agencies and move them out of the region, which could hurt D.C.
Bowser and D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) have long supported returning federal workers to the office. But her tone after the inauguration -- mentioning her optimism three times -- contrasted sharply with Mendelson's.
"I am optimistic that by focusing on our shared priorities with President Trump -- whether it is keeping DC safe and clean or bringing workers back to our Downtown -- we will continue to deliver for DC and the American public," Bowser said in a statement.
Hours later, Mendelson called the pardons of the Jan. 6 rioters, particularly those who assaulted police -- the city's own police -- "disturbing."
"January 6th was not just an assault on Congress and an assault on democracy, but an attack on law enforcement. More than 140 officers were injured in the attack on the Capitol. Those who support police do not pardon the individuals who assault police," Mendelson said.
Bowser did not respond to questions from The Washington Post about the Trump executive orders. But late Wednesday night, 48 hours after the pardons, she issued a statement flatly declaring that "the events of January 6 cannot be forgiven or erased," before going on to discuss separate pardons Trump granted Wednesday to two D.C. police officers convicted of misconduct in a 2020 deadly vehicle chase.
Mendelson said in an interview Tuesday that while, in general, he believes D.C. must pick its battles wisely, he said he felt the pardons were "important to speak out on," given D.C.'s own police officers were attacked that day.
"This is one of those moments when I think it's important to stand up for law enforcement and say it's wrong to attack them, and I don't think those individuals should be pardoned," Mendelson said. "I think it is important to choose our issues, because there are many we can disagree [on], with the White House and Congress."
Mendelson said he spoke with Bowser and Schwalb on Tuesday morning in a conference call. He said Trump's executive orders were a topic of the meeting but that the purpose of the call was to touch base so that all three leaders would "know what each other are saying and that we're saying things that are helpful, not harmful."
But later in the morning, after a council committee meeting, he said many council members took issue with the disjointed messaging from D.C. elected officials in response to Trump's actions. Mendelson said that while they agreed with his sentiment about the pardons, they wanted to see more coordination and a more unified response.
Council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) posted a video to Instagram in which he was vocal about "struggling" with messaging as Trump has begun to take action. He was wary, he said, of jumping at every disagreement and "falling for the chaos." Still, he said, "for the people affected by the various things Trump is doing, silence from elected officials can hurt. So we have to figure out strategically, how are we going to approach this presidency?"
Ultimately, White said, it was his job to remember that D.C. "is more vulnerable than anywhere else in the nation to the whims of the president" -- a reality that requires elected officials to be judicious with their words.
"I am not, right now, for waving a red cape in front of a chaotic bull," he said. "That's hard, because it doesn't feel good. You want to go out there, you want to fight, you want to protest."
Heidi Ellis, who coordinates the D.C. LGBTQ+ Budget Coalition, said Republican control of Congress -- and, in turn, D.C.'s purse strings -- means she understands Bowser's reluctance to be the face of the anti-Trump resistance.
"Does [Bowser] toe a line? I think she has to just because of that," she said.
Still, she said, advocates will probably want to hear some kind of affirmation that Bowser stands with them.
"Toeing the line can only go so far," she said. "There has to be some repudiation of his policy suggestions."
Ellis described D.C. as still one of the "most progressive spots in the country in terms of protections for queer people" and said the coalition remains focused on advocating for investments in housing and health care in next year's local budget. They are also in discussions with D.C. officials about bolstering safety precautions ahead of the WorldPride festival in the District, Ellis said, and do not feel the D.C. government has pulled back support for the coalition.
During Trump's first term, Bowser vocally championed D.C. as a sanctuary city -- a status she is not advertising this time around -- and penned an open letter in defense of DACA, asking officials not to end protections for immigrants brought to the United States as children. Nunez also recalled the time she launched a grant program for immigration legal services to much fanfare in 2017.
One day into Trump's second term, Nunez said he trusts Bowser will maintain her support for D.C.'s immigrants even if she is not vocal about it. He said he worries Republicans could attack D.C.'s use of local budget funds to support immigrants and immigrant-serving organizations.
It remains to be seen whether Bowser's strategy of seeking common ground will help her achieve her goal of revitalizing the city's downtown -- or convince Republicans in Congress and in the White House to leave the city alone and not meddle with its laws or policies. But ultimately, Nunez said, he will judge Bowser's success as a leader not by her public statements but instead by her actions.
"It's about making sure that the residents of the city are protected, that they receive services," he said, "and that is not done by putting out press statements about how much you're a sanctuary city."
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Trump pardons two D.C. officers convicted in fatal chase
Trump pardoned two D.C. officers convicted in a vehicle chase that killed 20-year-old Karon Hylton-Brown.
By Paul Duggan, Peter Hermann | 2025-01-23

Karon Hylton-Brown was killed when the moped he was riding collided with a vehicle following a police pursuit. (Khali Brown) 


President Donald Trump on Wednesday pardoned two D.C. police officers convicted of misconduct in a vehicle chase that killed a young Black man and sparked a night of destructive civil unrest in the city during the nation's 2020 racial reckoning.
Officer Terence Sutton and Lt. Andrew Zabavsky were convicted on charges of conspiracy and obstructing justice, and Sutton also was found guilty of second-degree murder. They were sentenced to prison terms of 51/2 years and four years, respectively, but remained free pending the outcomes of their appeals.
In ordering the clemency, Trump has waded into a case that set racial tensions ablaze in the Brightwood Park neighborhood of Northwest Washington and caused angry resentment between police and the U.S. attorney's office in the District.
On Oct. 23, 2020, five months after the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis spurred massive protests against police brutality across the country and abroad, Zabavsky and Sutton, both White, conducted what federal prosecutors said was an unjustified, illegally reckless vehicular pursuit. They were chasing 20-year-old Karon Hylton-Brown, who was riding a rented moped during the low-speed chase and crashed into an SUV in traffic.
Pardoning the two officers wipes out a jury's finding of deadly police misconduct in the incident.
Speaking with reporters in the Oval Office hours after his inauguration Monday, Trump hinted at forthcoming pardons in the case.
"Well, we're looking at two police officers, actually, Washington police officers, who went after an illegal, and things happened and they ended up putting them in jail," he said. "They got five-year jail sentences. You know the case. And we're looking at that in order to give them -- we got to give them a break."
The White House declined to elaborate on Trump's comments.
On Tuesday, he addressed the topic again.
"I'm going to be letting the two officers from Washington police, D.C. -- I believe they're from D.C. -- but I just approved it," he said, without specifying what he had approved. "They were arrested, put in jail for five years because they went after an illegal," Trump said. "And I guess something happened where something went wrong, and they arrested the two officers and put them in jail for going after a criminal. A rough criminal, by the way."
D.C. Superior Court records do not list any adult felony cases against Hylton-Brown.
As for Hylton-Brown's citizenship status, "he was a 100 percent American-born young Black man," said David L. Shurtz, a lawyer representing Amaala Jones-Bey, the mother of Hylton-Brown's child, in civil litigation related to his death. Hylton-Brown's mother, Karen Hylton, could not be reached for comment Wednesday. Shurtz described her reaction as "ballistic."
"Honestly, I wasn't surprised" by the pardons, Jones-Bey, 24, said. "I just think it's unfair because this is not something they do for Black men in America, just let them skate like that. I think everybody should be held accountable for their actions."
Shurtz called the pardons "outrageous, especially with Sutton," given his second-degree murder conviction. "By their actions afterward, the coverup, it's implicit that they knew they were guilty."
In a statement, the D.C. Police Department said it "acknowledges President Donald Trump's executive action in this matter," thanking him and the interim U.S. attorney for the move.
"The prosecutions of Officer Terence Sutton and Lieutenant Andrew Zabavsky were literally unprecedented. Never before, in any other jurisdiction in the country, has a police officer been charged with second-degree murder for pursuing a suspect," the statement said. "The Department recognizes the risks involved in vehicle pursuits, which are reflected in our pursuit policy. But violations of that policy should be addressed through training and discipline -- not through criminal prosecution."
A department spokesman said the officers remain on indefinite suspension without pay, pending administrative review of their actions.
In a statement issued through a spokesperson late Wednesday, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser said the District would "continue to hold our officers accountable to department policy and district law related to pursuits."
"While MPD has long believed that the unfortunate loss of life caused by this police pursuit was best addressed in MPD's administrative processes not a criminal one," she said, "we nonetheless accepted the jury verdicts."
Sutton, a plainclothes officer, and Zabavsky, his supervisor, were convicted in 2022. Zabavsky was not directly charged in Hylton-Brown's death. Sutton is the first D.C. officer to be convicted of murder for on-duty actions.

Karen Hylton, Karon's mother, leads a demonstration in the District two months after her son's death. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Sutton's attorney, J. Michael Hannon, did not respond to messages seeking comment. In an interview before the pardon was issued, Zabavsky's lawyer, Christopher A. Zampogna, said his client would welcome clemency from Trump, even though accepting a presidential pardon entails an acknowledgment of guilt. Zampogna said Zabavsky fell seriously ill after his sentencing in September and only recently has begun returning to health.
Numerous current and former law enforcement officials, summoned by defense lawyers during the sentencing phase of the case, told a federal judge in Washington that the prosecutions of Sutton and Zabavsky were unwarranted and would have a chilling effect on police officers.
Among those who testified was Police Chief Peter Newsham of Prince William County, Virginia, who was D.C. police chief when Hylton-Brown was killed. In court, Newsham said there was "absolutely no way in the world" that Sutton and Zabavsky, both highly commended officers, would have committed crimes and that he thought the prosecutions were politically motivated.
During the 2022 trial, prosecutors said that after Sutton and Zabavsky, in separate vehicles, saw Hylton-Brown riding the moped on a sidewalk without a helmet, Sutton chased him from behind while Zabavsky drove on parallel streets, trying to get ahead of Hylton-Brown to cut him off. Video evidence showed Hylton-Brown riding erratically on sidewalks and cutting in front of oncoming traffic. When Hylton-Brown darted out of an alley and onto Kennedy Street NW, he collided with an SUV.
Police department policy prohibits officers from chasing a motorist merely because of a traffic violation, such as operating a moped unsafely. But Hannon, in court, said the officers were pursuing Hylton-Brown because he had been involved in a dispute in Brightwood Park earlier in the day and was possibly going to retaliate against someone.
As Hylton-Brown lay dying, a prosecutor said, Sutton and Zabavsky conspired to "bury all this under a rock." After they turned off their body cameras and conferred with each other, Sutton gave the driver of the SUV clearance to leave, a prosecutor said. He said the officers did not notify the department's major crash unit, as was required, or secure the crash site for evidence collection.
At the department's 4th District station on Georgia Avenue NW, the officers misled their shift commander, a captain, by describing the crash as relatively minor, downplaying Hylton-Brown's injuries and omitting any mention of a chase, according to prosecutors.
Four nights later, on Oct. 27, scores of people massed outside the 4th District station in a demonstration that turned unruly. Protesters broke windows of the building, smashed police cars and shouted epithets at officers, who countered by firing pepper pellets and stun grenades. Police said four officers were injured and one arrest was made.
"I've reached out to lots of people," hoping to secure clemency for Zabavsky, said defense lawyer Zampogna. "I don't know if that influenced things. ... I know other people were also trying to help, too. There were police groups trying to help him. I know the Federalist Society published something. But I don't know what finally did it."

Stickers are displayed on a sign outside the 4th District station show an image of Terence Sutton in 2021. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Isaac Arnsdorf contributed to this report.
This story has been updated with comment from District Mayor Muriel E. Bowser.
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Exhausted and angry, police attacked on Jan. 6 watch pardons and worry    
Now, the same people officers sought to hold accountable for storming the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to subvert democracy are free.
By Peter Hermann, Ellie Silverman | 2025-01-23

From left: U.S. Capitol Police Sgt. Aquilino Gonell, Metropolitan Police Officer Daniel Hodges, former D.C. police officer Michael Fanone and Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn, in 2022. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


The calls kept coming.
"The defendant you testified against is being released from the Department of Corrections," the automated message said, according to former Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn.
Each of those defendants, Dunn said, assaulted his former colleague, Sgt. Aquilino Gonell, who sent him a screenshot of 10 calls from the Justice Department that began rolling in before the sun rose Tuesday, some just minutes apart.
Over the last four years, officers such as Dunn and Gonell had testified at trials and before congressional committees, at times facing the very people who made them fear for their lives on Jan. 6, 2021. They endured attacks with hammers, knives, bear spray and law enforcement's own shields as supporters of President Donald Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol. The officers believed it had become their duty to defend the truth of what they witnessed as politicians sought to dismiss or minimize the attack, which left more than 140 officers wounded. Some who had been there died in the weeks and months that followed.
Rioters attacked D.C. police officer Daniel Hodges, heard on a viral video crying out in pain as a mob crushed him. They dragged fellow officer Michael Fanone down the Capitol steps, Tasered him and beat him unconscious; he suffered a heart attack, concussion and traumatic brain injury. As Gonell fought off the attackers, he told lawmakers, he recalled losing oxygen and thinking to himself: "This is how I'm going to die, defending this entrance."
Now, the people they sought to hold accountable for storming the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to subvert democracy are free.
To them, Trump's decision to grant a blanket pardon on Monday evening to virtually all of the nearly 1,600 Jan. 6 defendants and to commute the sentences of the remaining 14 valorizes their attackers and seeks to recast the day in public memory, potentially emboldening further political violence.
"I feel betrayed," Gonell said in a statement. "Despite what we all witnessed four years ago, the American people voted him back in office, and one of the first things that he does is pardon the criminals who nearly took my life. It's a desecration to our service and the sacrifices made to keep everyone safe."

A pro-Trump mob clashed with police inside an entrance to the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, pinning an officer against a door and removing his mask in the process.


As Trump on Tuesday defended his decision to free the Jan. 6 defendants, whom he has termed "hostages," Fanone went to a courthouse in Northern Virginia to pick up applications for protective orders against his attackers.
"There's a complete lack of empathy for the officers whose lives were destroyed for simply doing their jobs," said Fanone, who resigned from the D.C. police force a year after the riot and became a celebrated advocate for officers harmed that day.
Among those released from federal prisons were Stewart Rhodes and Enrique Tarrio, leaders of the extremist groups Oath Keepers and Proud Boys, respectively, which played an outsize role in the Capitol attack. Tarrio was serving a 22-year term for mobilizing an "army" to overturn the 2020 election Trump lost to keep him in power.
Rhodes, who was sentenced to 18 years, was at the Capitol meeting with members of Congress on Wednesday, seeking pardons for the Oath Keepers whom Trump excluded from the order issued Monday night, and releases for those already pardoned.
Asked in the Capitol what he would say to police officers offended by the pardons, Rhodes said, "They should recall their oath; their oath is to the Constitution." He restated his claim that he did not receive a fair trial. "And once again, I didn't enter the Capitol. I didn't strike a police officer. None of my guys did either. We were railroaded for political purposes because of who we were. ... I would tell the cops, because I didn't hurt a cop, why should I be in prison for 18 years?"
Before departing office, President Joe Biden issued preemptive pardons for members of the Jan. 6 committee that conducted congressional hearings leading to Trump's impeachment by the House during his first term, and to police officers who testified. At the same time, Trump's pick to lead the FBI, Kash Patel, has publicly floated criminal investigations of lawmakers and witnesses who testified before the Jan. 6 committee, accusing them of lying.
"I didn't know that I was getting one. I didn't seek one. ... I didn't do anything wrong," Dunn said. "But the other main takeaway is, I wish I lived in a country where I didn't need a preemptive pardon."
U.S. Capitol and D.C. police officers suffered enduring trauma that day. Many quit. By early December 2021, a total of 135 officers had left the 2,000-member Capitol Police force in 2021, compared with the 80 who departed the previous year, Tim Barber, a department spokesman, said at the time. He added that "not all of these departures are because of Jan. 6."
Three people died as a result of medical emergencies suffered during the riot. Capitol Police Officer Brian D. Sicknick, who was pepper sprayed in the riot, died of two strokes partly attributed to the attack. A police officer shot and killed a rioter, Ashli Babbitt, as she attempted to breach a door inside the Capitol; he was cleared of any wrongdoing. Four police officers who worked that day later died by suicide.
"Donald Trump and his loyalists not only celebrate the deadly mob that killed my brother -- they are determined to pardon those responsible," Craig Sicknick said in a statement on Monday. "It is a betrayal to not only the families and loved ones of those who were injured and killed, but all Americans."
In a scathing order issued Wednesday, Senior U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell called the pardons part of a "revisionist myth."
"No 'national injustice' occurred here, just as no outcome-determinative election fraud occurred in the 2020 presidential election. No 'process of national reconciliation' can begin when poor losers, whose preferred candidate loses an election, are glorified for disrupting a constitutionally mandated proceeding in Congress and doing so with impunity," she wrote. "That merely raises the dangerous specter of future lawless conduct by other poor losers and undermines the rule of law."

Former D.C. police officer Michael Fanone, left, and Capitol Police Officer Harry Dunn talk before a hearing of the House Select Committee on the Jan. 6 attack, in Washington in 2022. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The D.C. police union issued a statement Tuesday night expressing "dismay" over the pardons, saying "anyone who assaults a law enforcement officer should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law, without exception." In the same statement, the union urged Trump to pardon two D.C. police officers convicted in the death of a motorist during a pursuit, calling their convictions a "glaring miscarriage of justice."
Greggory Pemberton, the union chairman, tied the two issues together, writing that the labor group "is hopeful that the same measure of justice that was extended to the recent January 6 pardons will also be applied to right these wrongs."
On Wednesday evening, Trump pardoned the officers, Andrew Zabavsky and Terence D. Sutton Jr., who were convicted of misconduct in a vehicle chase that killed a young Black man and sparked a night of destructive civil unrest in the District. Sutton was the first D.C. officer convicted of murder for on-duty actions.
Democrats have widely criticized Trump's pardons as a threat to democracy and a potential boon to people who may be inspired to pursue political violence. Some Republican lawmakers also have criticized pardoning rioters who attacked police, but most have fallen in line behind the president.
Fanone criticized D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and Police Chief Pamela A. Smith for their early silence on the matter, saying that "they have not been allies in the fight to hold Donald Trump and his surrogates accountable for the devastation they caused on the city of Washington."
The former officer has been an unapologetic critic of his own department, which he asserted ostracized him for speaking out and for publicly excoriating lawmakers and others who downplayed the attack. He said that he and his family, including his mother, have been threatened and that fellow officers have shunned him.
He said District leaders are "more concerned with the threats of retribution by Donald Trump than doing what's right and speaking out against this outrage."
Representatives for Bowser and Smith did not make them available for an interview. Smith did not make any public remarks. Bowser issued a statement through a spokesperson late Wednesday, saying: "The events of January 6 cannot be forgiven or erased. Our officers, city and democracy were assaulted on that day."
Bowser, an outspoken critic of Trump during his first term, has tempered her comments this time around, seeking instead to find common ground. Trump in his first term threatened to take over the D.C. police department, and District officials since the election have sought to avoid attracting the ire of the GOP's ruling trifecta. Because the District is not a state, Trump and a Republican Congress could wield significant influence over D.C.'s affairs.
The strongest statement from the Wilson Building came from Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D), who said of the pardons that "those who support police do not pardon the individuals who assault police." He added that it is "unthinkable that anyone who took part in the insurrection will be released before they are held accountable. We should not pick and choose who faces consequences for wrongdoing."
Extremism researchers say Trump's win and the subsequent pardons emboldened far-right groups and validated the false narrative that those who participated in the Jan. 6 riot were heroes trying to reclaim a stolen election. As defendants return to their communities, researchers tracking these groups and the broader MAGA movement said they will be watching to see if those released from jail will regroup, mobilize and seek revenge on anyone they deem an enemy, including the media, elected officials, judges, school board officials, librarians and witnesses who testified against them.

Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland) greets D.C. police officer Daniel Hodges during the Jan. 6 hearing in 2022. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


For hours on Donald Trump's Inauguration Day, Hodges, who still works as a D.C. police officer, guarded the inaugural events and attendees at various locations in D.C. as Trump set free the man who attacked him, described by a judge as "a poster child" for violence against police and ordered to serve a 71/2-year prison term.
He gave people in MAGA hats directions, he said in an interview. He assisted a person in medical distress. He was on standby in case extra police were needed outside the jail, where some of the accused rioters charged with storming the Capitol four years earlier were about to walk out to cheering supporters, freed by the new president.
As far as he could tell, no one seemed to recognize him, even though widely circulated video captured his agonizing groans while trapped between doors at the west tunnel entrance went viral. One rioter tried to rip off his gas mask, another beat him with his own baton, and a third shot his face full of bear spray.
"It's my job," Hodges, 36, said in an interview. "I take it seriously, regardless of my personal feelings."
Hodges, a patrol officer with more than 10 years on the force, said that although Trump's pardons were unsurprising, it was "very depressing to see it in real time." He said some fellow officers he's close with had "negative reactions" to the pardons, but "it wasn't a huge topic of discussion" with people he works with.

U.S. Capitol Police officer Harry Dunn testifies during a hearing on the Jan. 6 attack on July 27, 2021. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


"I don't bring up politics at work," Hodges said. "It would just be depressing." He added: "Everyone had a different experience that day."
Hodges, speaking in his personal capacity and not as a representative of the police department, said that he was grateful for the pardon from Biden but that he worries that accepting it implies guilt.
However, he said, that might only be true "if the Justice Department is functioning the way it is supposed to," and not "as an apparatus of vengeance rather than justice." In that case, Hodges said, "accepting a pardon is no longer an admission of guilt, but is simply a pragmatic defense against a Justice Department that is no longer about justice."
Spencer S. Hsu, Mariana Alfaro and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
This story has been updated with comment from D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser.
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Some D.C. area schools announce delays for Jan. 23
Classes will start late in a few D.C. area school districts Thursday as bitter cold is expected to continue for another morning. 
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-23

A partially frozen pond in Germantown, Maryland, on Jan. 4. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Classes will start late Thursday in a few D.C. area school districts, with bitter cold expected to hit the region for one more morning.
The Capital Weather Gang says temperatures are expected to be in the single digits and teens again early Thursday, but highs could later reach the upper 20s to mid-30s.
Montgomery County Public Schools, which initially announced a delay for Thursday, said it now plans to open on time because of "better-than-expected road conditions and the outstanding efforts of MCPS staff to treat and clear ice from our school sites."
Schools systems weigh a number of factors in deciding whether to delay or cancel classes, and officials say they consider road and other conditions across an entire district in making calls.
(Last updated at 6:17 p.m. Wednesday)
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Child witness in death of 5-year-old brother provides new evidence
The witness, a sister of the dead child, said her father told her to lie to police in October and that she saw him push her brother against a wall.
By Keith L. Alexander | 2025-01-22

During a hearing at D.C. Superior Court, new evidence surfaced in the case involving the death of a 5-year-old boy. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


The older sister of a 5-year-old boy who died under suspicious circumstances last year in his Northwest Washington apartment at first told authorities her brother had slipped and fallen.
But at a hearing Wednesday in D.C. Superior Court, a homicide detective on the case testified that a month later, the girl had recanted in a meeting with a therapist.
Ensconced in the safety of a child advocacy center in Northwest, she unburdened herself of a horrible secret, detective James Wilson told Judge Todd Edelman, confiding in a counselor that she had witnessed her father throw her younger brother into the living room wall.
"He never woke up," Wilson said, quoting the boy's sister.
Then, Wilson said the child told the therapist, her father told her to lie.
Deandre Pettus, 32, was arrested in October and charged with cruelty to children in the death of his son, also named Deandre. A federal prosecutor on Wednesday said her office was elevating the charge to first degree cruelty to children.
Under cross-examination by Pettus's attorney, Albert Amissah, Wilson said he did not notice any injuries or bruises on the boy's body when he arrived at the apartment where Deandre was pronounced dead. Amissah argued there was no credible evidence that Pettus was responsible for his son's death.
Prosecutors, Amissah argued, "have not proven my client pushed or beat the child."
Wilson said a second, more complete autopsy was pending and was not expected to be completed until March or April.
The youngster "was known for his enthusiastic imagination and liked to pretend he had transformed into Spider-Man" at the District's Murch Elementary School, where Deandre was a kindergartner, officials told families in a letter home. "Legos were another staple of his creativity, and his curiosity about dinosaurs fueled countless conversations," officials wrote then, remembering Deandre as "an energetic student who greeted everyone with a smile."
Police were summoned to the Connecticut House Apartments in the North Cleveland Park area by a 911 call at 9:43 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 6, and found the child naked and unconscious on the living room floor, according to a police affidavit filed in Superior Court.
A witness who lives nearby told detectives then that Pettus was upset that morning because his car needed a new battery and he had to take a bus to buy one, the affidavit says.
That witness "stated that [Pettus] left out and returned and stated 'I f---ed up, Dre is not breathing. I was going to his body and he was trying to run and hit the wall. I f---ed up and he is unconscious,' " according to the affidavit. It says this witness "demonstrated on [an officer's body camera] what 'going to the body' meant, described as throwing punches toward the decedent's body with full force."
The witness also said she had seen Pettus "punch the decedent in the past and it was with force that was not appropriate for a 5-year-old boy to be punched like that," the affidavit says. It says an initial autopsy found that Deandre had "suffered two small abrasions to his temples and a faint contusion to the back of the scalp," but that he had no fractures and "there were no visible contusions or visible signs of abuse ... other than the ones on his head."
Prosecutor Emma McArthur said Pettus "obviously coached" his daughter and another sibling into lying to police initially. "They were clearly told by their father not to talk to police or not to tell the truth," McArthur said.
A police affidavit recounting the initial interviews a child advocate conducted with the boy's two sisters suggests that the details they offered were sometimes confusing and contradictory.
After an initial hearing, Pettus was allowed to remain at home on the promise that he is to attend court, check in with court social workers weekly. A magistrate judge also ordered him to stay away from his children, in person, by phone, social media or any third party.
After a previous arrest in 2023 for an unrelated incident involving another adult, the District's Child and Family Services Agency came to the apartment to pick up Pettus's children, the police affidavit says. Asked about the agency's involvement with the family at the time of his arrest last year, spokesperson Keena Blackmon said an investigation was ongoing. She did not elaborate.
Edelman told Pettus -- who sat quietly Wednesday next to his attorney -- that the existing charges "could be enhanced or dismissed" depending on the complete autopsy findings. The next hearing was scheduled for April 18.
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A Maryland prison inmate is hospitalized with Legionnaires' Disease
A Maryland prison inmate has been hospitalized after testing positive for Legionnaires' Disease, a serious form of pneumonia caused by the bacteria Legionella.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-01-22

A 1978 electron microscope image of the bacteria Legionella, which causes Legionnaires' disease. A Maryland inmate recently tested positive for the rare form of pneumonia. (Francis Chandler/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention via AP)


A Maryland prison inmate has been hospitalized after testing positive for a serious form of pneumonia caused by the bacteria Legionella, state officials said.
Last week, an inmate at Dorsey Run Correctional Facility in Jessup experienced shortness of breath and a persistent cough and was transported to a local hospital where he tested positive for Legionnaires' disease, corrections officials said in a statement. As of Sunday, the patient remained hospitalized although officials said his condition was improving.
The state Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services posted a statement on Facebook Sunday, but declined to elaborate Monday and Tuesday on precautionary measures, testing or the patient's latest condition.
"The safety and well-being of our staff and those in our care remain our highest priority," the statement said.
The most common way for someone to get sick from Legionella is from inhaling small droplets of water containing the bacteria from sources such as showers and humidifiers, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The contamination may stem from showers in two buildings, the statement says. The prison facility is open, but showers in two buildings have been "modified," filters in the facility's air handlers are being replaced and water supply tests are underway, the statement said.
Prison and health officials declined to elaborate.
The corrections statement said prison medical staff are following recommendations from the Anne Arundel County Health Department. A spokeswoman for the county health department referred questions to the Maryland Department of Health.
The state health department recommended protective measures for inmates and staff who live and work in the same areas as the patient, the statement said. Chase Cook, a health department spokesman, shared a fact sheet on the disease but declined to say what precautions are being taken.
Legionella bacteria can become a health concern when it grows and spreads in building water systems such as shower heads and sink faucets, large plumbing systems and centralized air-cooling systems, which contain water and large fans, the CDC says.
Most healthy people exposed to Legionella don't get sick, but certain groups are at higher risk for becoming ill, including people older than 50; current or former smokers; and people with cancer, chronic lung disease, diabetes or a weak immune system, the CDC says.
It's common for routine testing in large public buildings to turn up the bacterium in concentrations that exceed thresholds, but rare for people to be sickened.
Legionella was discovered late last year in the water at Maryland's state government complex in Baltimore, shutting down buildings that house thousands of workers, and at the D.C. headquarters of the Federal Trade Commission and General Services Administration. At the time, no cases of illness were reported.
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D.C. experiences coldest weather in years     
It's the coldest spell the region has witnessed since 2018.
By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-01-23

A woman steels herself against a blast of winter weather as she walks along security fencing outside the White House on Sunday. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


The most intense blast of Arctic air since 2018 took hold of the D.C. region Monday through Wednesday and won't fully relent until the weekend. Temperatures remained below 32 degrees Monday for the first time this winter and have remained there since. High temperatures may not exceed the freezing mark until Thursday or Friday afternoon.
Wednesday's temperatures were 15 to 20 degrees colder than usual as the worst of the cold gripped the area. Highs ranged from the upper teens to mid-20s. After highs in the 20s on Monday and Tuesday, it marked the first time with highs this cold for three days in a row since January 2018.
Low temperatures Wednesday, the coldest of the season, ranged from the single digits to the low teens. Wind chills dipped right around zero or a few degrees below.

Wind chills in the D.C. region at 8 a.m. Eastern time. (NWS/The Washington Post)


It fell to 15 degrees at Reagan National Airport, the District's official weather observation site, the chilliest since Christmas Day 2022, when it was 14 degrees. The lowest temperature over the past decade was 8 degrees on Jan. 1, 2018.
Thursday morning is forecast to be just as cold.
Before Wednesday's biting chill, Tuesday was comparably cold, with a high of just 24 and a low of 16. A number of suburban locations north and west of the Beltway dipped into the single digits Tuesday morning, while wind chills fell below zero.

Lows on Wednesday morning in the D.C. region. (NWS/The Washington Post)


And before Tuesday, Monday had been the coldest day of this winter, with a high of 29 and a low of 17. The noon temperature of 27 degrees at National Airport marked the lowest swearing-in temperature on Inauguration Day since it was 7 degrees for President Ronald Reagan's 1985 swearing-in.
With an average January temperature of 32.3 degrees -- 5.1 degrees below normal -- the first 22 days of this year have been the coldest since 2009, when it was 31.4 degrees. Fourteen days so far have had highs in the 30s or colder, which is tied with 2009 for the most to-date since 1994 (when there were 15).
Computer models forecast a slow warming trend later this week, with high temperatures rebounding to the low to mid-30s on Thursday and Friday, mid- to upper 30s on Saturday and low to mid-40s by Sunday.
Next week, computer models suggest there may be a good deal of temperature variability, but highs should average close to normal, which is in the 40s.

Temperature forecast for the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell) 


Some models suggest we may experience a thaw, with temperatures into the 50s as we head closer to Groundhog Day. The overall weather pattern may switch to one that is chillier in the western United States and warmer in the East.
Keep in mind that normal temperatures (based on historical averages) start rising in D.C. on Thursday -- so we are near the precipice of the coldest time of year historically.
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How Trump's executive orders could affect federal workers
President Donald Trump has issued orders that send federal workers back to the office, terminate DEI positions and more. Here's what we know so far. 
By Aaron Wiener | 2025-01-23

The exterior of the Commerce Department building in August 2022. (Sarah Silbiger for The Washington Post)


Many federal government workers have greeted President Donald Trump's slew of executive orders with a mix of concern and confusion. Trump's actions could strip some of these 2.3 million workers of their job protections or their ability to work from home, while threatening to eliminate some positions and offices entirely. But the orders have come so quickly -- and are subject to so much interpretation and legal challenge -- that many employees aren't sure what to expect.
Here's what we know -- and what we still don't -- about how federal workers are likely to be affected.
About a half-dozen of the record 26 executive orders Trump signed on Inauguration Day directly target the federal workforce. The most significant of these remove job protections for tens of thousands of career civil servants, allowing them to be fired at will like political appointees; require federal workers to return to full-time in-person work; eliminate government diversity programs and terminate positions and offices relating to diversity, equity and inclusion; and freeze hiring for federal jobs, with exceptions for positions involving national security, public safety and the military.
The timing varies from order to order. The hiring freeze takes effect immediately, pausing any hiring for jobs that were vacant at noon Monday and preventing new jobs from being posted.
The order banning remote work states that agency heads shall terminate these work arrangements "as soon as practicable."
The DEI order gives agency heads 60 days to terminate all DEI and "environmental justice" offices and positions and to create a list of all such positions that existed before Election Day and assess whether they'd been "misleadingly relabeled."
There are two main categories of workers who will be at risk of losing their jobs or protections. The larger category comprises career civil servants. Late in his first presidential term, Trump sought to reclassify tens of thousands of these workers under something called Schedule F so they could be dismissed like political appointees. President Joe Biden reversed that policy and passed a rule to prevent it from being reinstated, and it's still unclear how Trump's new order -- which rebrands Schedule F as "policy/career" -- will navigate that rule. The order does not specify how many workers would be affected.
The smaller -- but more immediately affected -- category comes from the DEI order. According to a Tuesday memorandum from the Office of Personnel Management, all employees of DEI offices had to be notified by 5 p.m. Wednesday that they were being placed immediately on paid administrative leave. Agencies have until Jan. 31 to come up with a written plan for eliminating these positions.
That will be up to department and agency heads. The return-to-office order states that "department and agency heads shall make exemptions they deem necessary." However, since Trump will be nominating and appointing all the top department and agency chiefs, they are not likely to offer broad resistance to his push to get workers back to their desks.
Yes. The lawsuits have come almost as quickly as the orders. On Monday, the National Treasury Employees Union, which represents employees in 37 federal agencies and departments, sued Trump over the order targeting civil servants. Also on Monday, a public interest law firm claimed in a lawsuit that billionaire Elon Musk's "Department of Government Efficiency" violates federal rules around government transparency.
The return-to-office mandate will also have to navigate union contracts. About 56 percent of civil servants are covered by collective bargaining contracts, some of which have telework provisions, and one-tenth of federal positions are classified as "remote."
Meanwhile, lawmakers whose constituents include many federal workers in the D.C. region have vowed to make Trump comply with all rules and regulations in implementing his orders. "I am going to insist these measures not take place unless President Trump jumps through all the hoops, and goes through all the hoops in the right order," Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) told The Washington Post.
It's still unclear. On Wednesday, senators questioned Russell Vought, Trump's nominee to run the Office of Management and Budget, on the orders targeting the federal workforce, but he didn't provide much new detail. Asked about how the order targeting civil servants might be carried out, Vought said broadly, "It is meant to ensure the president's administration has people working for him that are actually going to do the policies he ran on. We think that is an important fundamental principle."
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CWG Live updates: Another night of bitter temperatures, then gradually warmer
Clear skies and light winds promote a very cold one tonight after highs in the upper teens and low 20s today. 
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-01-23
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists ...
Happening now: After highs mainly in the upper teens to low 20s today, we fall back through the teens this evening. Minimal wind means less wind chill than recently.
What's next? Many spots should get back to near freezing tomorrow and Friday afternoon, followed by further warming to near-normal temperatures this weekend.
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Federal workers: Tell The Post how Trump's return-to-office order will affect you
We want to hear from federal workers on how President Donald Trump's executive order is impacting you. Tell us through this form.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-22
The Washington Post's local desk and other teams want to tell the stories of federal workers who will be affected by President Donald Trump's return-to-office order.
Have a story to tell? Please use the form below. We won't publish or share this information without following up with you. If you are more comfortable, feel free to message Emily Davies, one of our reporters covering the federal workforce, on Signal at 202-412-9091. Thank you for contributing.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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At National Prayer Service, a plea to Trump: 'Have mercy'
An Episcopal bishop urged him to show compassion toward immigrants. Trump called her "not compelling or smart."
By Olivia George | 2025-01-22

Episcopal Church Bishop Mariann Budde preached a message of unity and urged President Donald Trump to show "mercy" during a Jan. 21, interfaith service.


The guests had arrived, the flowers had been arranged, and President Donald Trump had taken his front-row seat. Now, the prayer service designed to appeal for national unity in a country roiled by division could begin.
Tuesday's interfaith service at Washington National Cathedral, a tradition for almost a century, was the final inauguration event, capping a presidential election cycle marked by turbulence, threats and violence.
What to say at such an occasion?
The daunting task had fallen, in part, on the shoulders of the Right Rev. Mariann Budde, the Episcopal bishop of Washington, who has long expressed concern about Trump's language and conduct.
She had drafted and redrafted her sermon, she told The Washington Post on Tuesday morning. "It is a tremendous responsibility, one that I take with humility and prayer." She had listened closely to Trump's inaugural address the day before, she said. He had painted a grim portrait of a nation in decline, a downward spiral only he could reverse.
At midday Tuesday, Budde ascended the cathedral's pulpit, the stained-glass windows bathing the nave in multicolored light. She outlined three foundations for unity: honesty, humility and honoring the inherent dignity of every human.
Then she turned to Trump, seated feet away.
"In the name of God, I ask you to have mercy upon the people in our country who are scared now," she said.

President Donald Trump attended the interfaith service at Washington National Cathedral on Tuesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


She urged him to help those fleeing war zones, to have mercy on children who "fear that their parents will be taken away" and to consider the "gay, lesbian, transgender children in Democratic, Republican and independent families, some who fear for their lives," her voice echoing through the cathedral.
Beside Trump sat first lady Melania Trump. Beside her, Vice President JD Vance and his wife, Usha Vance. Behind them were members of the Trump family. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and Paula White, Trump's spiritual adviser, were among the other guests.

Trump greets family members at Washington National Cathedral. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


During his inaugural address Monday, Trump told the nation he saw divine intervention in his return to the White House, citing his close call during an assassination attempt in Pennsylvania last summer. "I was saved by God to make America great again," he said.
Appearing to refer to that statement, Budde urged Trump to show compassion, particularly for "the people who pick our crops and clean our office buildings, who labor in poultry farms and meatpacking plants, who wash the dishes after we eat in restaurants and work the night shifts in hospitals.
"The vast majority of immigrants are not criminals," she said. "They pay taxes and are good neighbors."
Trump did not speak at the service, which was closed to the public and came at the start of his first full day in office. But he called her a "Radical Left hard line Trump hater" in a post on Truth Social published in the middle of the night.
"She brought her church into the World of politics in a very ungracious way," the post continued. "She was nasty in tone, and not compelling or smart."
On Tuesday, the same day as the service, top Episcopal leaders issued a letter challenging Trump's immigration executive orders.
"As Christians, our faith is shaped by the biblical story of people whom God led into foreign countries to escape oppression," wrote Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe and House of Deputies President Julia Ayala Harris. The letter urges Episcopalians to push Congress to oppose deportation and to pray for immigrants, refugees and those who serve them.
Although the cathedral is the seat of the Episcopal Church in the United States,  its website describes it as "a house of prayer for all people." It was here that all five living presidents gathered less than two weeks ago for former president Jimmy Carter's funeral -- the first time they had all been together since Trump won a second term.
"Without unity, we are building our nation's house on sand," Budde said Tuesday.
The tradition of a prayer service for newly sworn-in presidents dates  to the nation's founding. Since the first inauguration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, most have been held at the cathedral. (The service for Biden in 2021 was virtual, the cathedral practically empty.)
In a break from years past, Tuesday's service was planned last summer to be more or less the same regardless of who won the presidency.
"This is a service for the nation, a service for all Americans," said cathedral spokesman Kevin Eckstrom. "Not for a particular person."

The prayer service concludes. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The logistics of the service -- security, guest list, seating -- were largely handled by the Presidential Inaugural Committee, Eckstrom said. Speakers and readers, however, were invited by the cathedral.
"Not too exciting, was it?" Trump later told news crews regarding the service. "They could do much better."
It featured representatives of the Muslim, Jewish, Sikh, Mormon and other faiths. By midmorning, the ornate nave was filed with guests in suits and clergy wearing a variety of colorful robes and head coverings. The U.S. Marine Chamber Orchestra played; the Cathedral Choir sang.

Representatives of multiple faiths attended the prayer service. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Chief Jesse J. Swann Jr. of the Piscataway Conoy Tribe withdrew his participation when he learned Trump would be there. The Native American invocation he was supposed to deliver was included in the printed program handed to guests.
"When Chief Swann was contacted, it was never specified that President Trump would be attending," the Piscataway Conoy Tribal Elders Committee wrote in an email to The Post. "Upon attaining that information, Chief Swann and our community kindly backed out of the event. ... We cannot and will not participate with the current administration."
Scattered throughout the service were prayers for the military personnel, governors, mayors, teachers, first responders and others who work in public service. Other prayers were for children and young people; for the poor, the homeless,  the sick and the suffering; and for outcasts, refugees and prisoners.
But it was Budde's sermon that appeared to strike a nerve, circulating online after the service. Rep. Mike Collins (R-Georgia) wrote on X: "The person giving this sermon should be added to the deportation list."
It was not the first time Budde has directly addressed Trump's language and conduct. After she led the inaugural prayer service for the Trump administration in 2017, she spent the rest of the day at the Women's March.
She was among those who, in 2019 during Trump's first term, wrote a statement that read in part: "After two years of President Trump's words and actions, when will Americans have enough?"
A year later, Budde said she was "outraged" when federal officers used force to clear a crowd of peaceful demonstrators from the street between the White House and St. John's Church, apparently so Trump could visit.
"Everything he has said and done is to inflame violence," Budde told The Post at the time.
On Tuesday, she offered a somber warning: "The culture of contempt that has become normalized in this country threatens to destroy us."
Soon afterward, Trump walked out of the cathedral and into the bite of the January wind.

Chief Jesse J. Swann Jr. of the Piscataway Conoy Tribe withdrew his participation when he learned Trump would be there. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


This article has been updated with additional comment from Donald Trump.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/01/21/trump-mercy-prayer-service-national-cathedral/
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Commanders vs. Eagles analysis: Here's what Washington must do to win
The NFC championship game in Philadelphia could come down to which team can better scheme its stars to make big plays. 
By Sam Fortier, Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-23
The Washington Commanders' surprising surge has landed them in their first NFC title game since the 1991 season, when they went on to win Super Bowl XXVI. But oddsmakers consider them underdogs for the third consecutive game and favor the Philadelphia Eagles by about a touchdown Sunday.
The first conference championship between NFC East teams in 38 years is expected to be one of the most expensive title games all time for fans to attend. Here's a closer look at the matchup:




Last week, Washington beat the Detroit Lions with football math. Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury used spread formations and run-pass options (RPOs) to get numbers advantages against the Lions' aggressive defense. If Detroit loaded the tackle box, quarterback Jayden Daniels could throw quick passes; if it lightened the box, he could hand off or run it himself.
The problem this week is the Eagles defy football math. Their elite defensive front can rush the passer with four players and stop the run out of light boxes. They can gain numbers advantages in coverage, which allows defensive coordinator Vic Fangio to call plays with three or four defenders in deep zones, limiting the offense's chances to hit explosive plays. Lions defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn wanted to punch early and often; Fangio plays a kind of rope-a-dope style, betting the offense will make a mistake before his unit does.
Fangio, 66, has been around. He knows what his opponents know, and in his second matchup against the Commanders this season, he got a little more aggressive by sending a few more blitzes. Most were zone pressures, most were on first down and all were just five-man blitzes.
Whatever Fangio's approach, the Commanders still must block the Eagles' deep and talented front, headlined by tackle Jalen Carter. It will be difficult, especially after standout right guard Sam Cosmi tore his ACL in Detroit. Kingsbury's biggest game-planning challenges of the season might be scheming to protect whomever takes over at right guard and giving Daniels a cheat sheet for the Eagles defense the same way he did last weekend against the Lions.
"Vic's excellent in terms of mixing the right front, the right coverage," Coach Dan Quinn said. "He makes it challenging for play callers to go against. ... [He's] going to change it and change it. And so, you want to make sure you take advantage of your [opportunities]."




The Eagles may have the more talented roster outside of quarterback, and they will have a significant advantage by playing at home, in one of the league's more hostile environments.
But something has been off with the Eagles' passing game for weeks, and to have a chance of beating a Washington team that put up 45 points in Detroit, Philadelphia needs to fix it, stat. Jalen Hurts had only 65 net passing yards and took seven sacks for a loss of 63 yards in the Eagles' divisional round win over the Los Angeles Rams last weekend. His top receiver, A.J. Brown, has caught only three of 10 targets in the postseason, and not one going more than 10 yards.
Hurts's health -- he injured his knee against the Rams -- could determine the effectiveness of the Eagles' passing game.
Lucky for them, they still have Saquon Barkley, the NFL's leading rusher, who has topped 100 rushing yards in 11 of his last 13 games. He put up 205 rushing yards on the Rams a week after totaling 119 against the Packers in the opening round.
The Commanders know all too well what Barkley is capable of: He averaged 148 rushing yards and two touchdowns per game in two meetings during the regular season and has a career average of 99.1 yards against Washington.
The Commanders' run defense has long been a weak link, and it nearly cost them in Detroit, against Jahmyr Gibbs and David Montgomery. But Washington did manage to slow Barkley a bit in the second half of its Week 16 win and may need to draw from their success to find a sustainable answer.
"Every single time that I've coached against him, he's been the emphasis, and he's a remarkable player," Quinn said of Barkley. "We have faced some excellent running backs through this season, and for him, another one. It's the explosive plays that he can create."
Trent Scott replaced Cosmi during the game in Detroit, but Quinn has not (and likely will not) declare who will suit up at right guard before kickoff Sunday.
Veteran linebacker Bobby Wagner is still on the injury report with an ankle issue, but he played through it last weekend and will surely play through it again Sunday.
The Commanders enter this game fairly healthy otherwise.
The Eagles, however, have a number of starters banged up. Hurts suffered a knee injury against the Rams last weekend that limited him after he returned. Rookie cornerback Quinyon Mitchell also suffered a shoulder injury in the win. Both were limited in their team's walk-through Wednesday and seem likely to play Sunday, but injuries could hinder their abilities.
Tight end Dallas Goedert (ankle) and center Cam Jurgens (back) did not participate in the Eagles' Wednesday practice.




Quinn and Eagles Coach Nick Sirianni have similarities. Neither calls plays, both manage timeouts and challenges, and both are aggressive on fourth down. (They also both played Division III football.)
Both coaches are bold, but not reckless, on fourth down. They went for it around league average rates and converted at elite levels. The Commanders had the NFL's best rate at 87 percent (20 for 23) and the Eagles were fourth at 70 percent (19 for 27).
Brown vs. Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore. There were fireworks in their last meeting and there are sure to be fireworks again Sunday.
Lattimore was practically nonexistent -- in a good way -- during his Commanders debut in New Orleans in Week 15; his former team didn't target him once in coverage. That changed the following week, when the Eagles targeted him 15 times and found success. Brown totaled eight catches, 97 yards and a touchdown in their December meeting, and Lattimore was flagged twice for pass interference.
Surely, Lattimore's bitterness from that game will spill over into their next matchup. Washington will need him to play better.




The Commanders' interior O-line. The Eagles' front is strongest on the inside, and the Commanders don't have an obvious replacement for Cosmi at right guard.
Quinn said Wednesday he has given "a lot of thought" to how to get the best five offensive linemen on the field. The two likeliest options are Scott, who played 45 snaps at right guard last week, and right tackle Andrew Wylie, who could slide over and be replaced by swing tackle Cornelius Lucas. The catch is neither Wylie nor Scott had played significant guard reps in at least three seasons until last week.
The Commanders don't seem to trust backup center Michael Deiter, who has struggled in limited work, and they probably don't want to give backup guard Chris Paul his first significant reps of the season against in the NFC title game.
The right guard will have to face a deep and talented interior of Carter, Jordan Davis, Milton Williams and Moro Ojomo.
Fangio told Philadelphia media this week Daniels is "a young quarterback by birth certificate, not by the tape." When asked if Daniels is the best rookie quarterback he has seen, Fangio said: "You know, probably, yeah."
Daniels, meanwhile, had this to say about facing the Eagles for a third time this season: "I think you put some different wrinkles into the game plan, and I'm pretty sure they will, too. But at the end of the day, it's about execution and fundamentals, and that's a very good team that we're going to face for a third time again. So, they got a lot of good players, obviously we know them, they know us, so it's going to be a fun matchup going up against them on Sunday."
Remember the clock debacle in New Orleans in Week 15? During the Saints' final drive, the clock stopped at nine seconds when it should have kept running. The error gave the Saints an extra four seconds or so to spike the ball and get a touchdown before time expired, setting up a chance for them to win it.
Referee Shawn Hochuli said in a pool report after that game "the covering official mistakenly stopped the clock at nine seconds, and it is not reviewable." But had Hochuli actually noticed the clock error, he could have corrected it. (His father, former referee Ed Hochuli, did so during a New York Jets-New England Patriots game in 2010 and explained thoroughly on the field.)
Had the Saints converted their two-point attempt and won, the error could have changed the trajectory of Washington's season and its playoff run. But it failed, and here we are.
"I lived down there for a year, so I know all the voodoo s---," Kingsbury said the following week. "I was just like, 'Here we go again.' So, I was actually shocked we won that game."
This is a long-winded way of saying Shawn Hochuli will be officiating Sunday's game in Philadelphia. Buckle up.
Never doubt the Eagles' willingness or ability to run the ball. They led the league in rushing attempts on third and three or longer (55), and they led the league in conversions (21). The stat is a reminder of the Eagles' diversity. They can bulldoze defenses on designed runs with probably the league's best offensive line and arguably its best running back, and they can escape broken pass plays by scrambling (though it's unclear how much Hurts will be able to run given his injury).

Wagner (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post;AP/Getty photos)


Jhabvala: Commanders 34, Eagles 31
I had a feeling Washington would win in Detroit -- I didn't think they'd put up 45 points, but I thought they'd win -- and I have a feeling they'll win again in Philadelphia and punch their ticket to Super Bowl LIX. Hurts was clearly limited after suffering a knee injury in the divisional round against the Rams, and the Commanders are in a rhythm of capitalizing on other team's mistakes.
Fortier: Commanders 30, Eagles 28
Don't look at the odds, stats or matchups. Look at the Commanders. They have Daniels and belief. The supporting cast, including Kingsbury and the defense, is peaking at the right time, and with a limited quarterback, the Eagles are vulnerable. The Commanders aren't just lucky; they're good. And they're going to the Super Bowl.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/23/washington-commanders-philadelphia-eagles-prediction-analysis/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage
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Commanders' Mike Sainristil makes plays, no matter where he lines up
With two interceptions in Saturday's win over the Lions, the rookie justified an early-season change that moved him to outside cornerback.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-23

Mike Sainristil intercepts a pass intended for Jameson Williams in the second quarter Saturday in Detroit. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


Dan Quinn had a framework for how he would approach the job in Washington. He would change things from his previous turn as a head coach in Atlanta, but he would prioritize keeping some aspects the same, no matter what. The messaging, the Commanders' approach to practice, the play style, the standard -- none of it would waver.
One part of his plan changed early -- and Washington has been better for it. In Week 5, because of injury and performance issues at the position, the Commanders moved rookie nickelback Mike Sainristil outside to full-time cornerback.
"Coming in, I had one vision of where he'd play," Quinn said this month. "And due to his work ethic and playmaking ability, it changed. And I thought having that was a significant move for us."
A 5-foot-10, 182-pound defensive back out of Michigan, Sainristil (whose first name is pronounced Mikey) was one of Washington's most coveted draft selections because of his physical and instinctive play on the field and his leadership off it. The Commanders picked him in the second round at No. 50 overall, believing his two years as Michigan's "star" defensive back would make him a perfect fit as Washington's nickel, an unofficial starter in the defense of Quinn and coordinator Joe Whitt Jr.
"Playing nickel is a lot like playing safety," Quinn said earlier this season. "There's run fits, there's calls, there's checks, and things happen quickly. And Mike has certainly shown he's up for the task to be into that spot."
Shifting outside to cornerback midseason can be challenging for any player, let alone a rookie. The responsibilities differ. The required skill set does, too.
Yet Sainristil has made the transition almost seamlessly, finishing the regular season with a team-high two interceptions, both on the road. He also led all NFL rookies with 14 passes defended and 63 tackles on pass plays, then played even bigger in the biggest game (so far) of his young career. His two interceptions last weekend in Detroit, some 45 miles from where he starred at the Big House, made him the first rookie in 10 years to have a pair of picks in a playoff game.
"He's a star, man," safety Jeremy Chinn said Wednesday. "I'm super happy for him, super proud of him. Just from the day he stepped foot in this building, just the way he's carried himself, the way he's come to work, and you guys can see it on Sundays."
Sainristil's first career interception ended a takeaway drought for Washington early in the season. In Week 6, he picked off Baltimore's Lamar Jackson after the ball tipped off the hands of tight end Mark Andrews.
"The ball wasn't even thrown to my man," Sainristil said. "But big things happen when you run to the ball."
Sainristil's second interception was off Jake Haener in New Orleans during Week 15. Washington's offense turned it into seven points in a one-point victory.
In Washington's divisional-round win at Detroit, Sainristil picked off Jared Goff in the end zone, then snagged a pass from wide receiver Jameson Williams on a failed trick play.

Sainristil's interception in the fourth quarter kept Washington ahead by two scores. (Nic Antaya/Getty Images)


"He plays bigger than he is," Chinn said. "He's aggressive. He has great vision, great eyes, and he trusts his instincts. He trusts what he sees, and he makes plays."
Sainristil bolstered his playing experience with countless hours of film study -- much like fellow rookie Jayden Daniels, the Commanders' star quarterback whose work ethic and attention to detail have drawn praise from coaches and teammates.
Whitt regularly provides his players "looks to own," or key formations or splits of situations that he expects the defense to master going into games. The teaching points have helped to simplify and slow down the game for Sainristil.
"They do a great job of teaching me not just the playbook but what I'm looking at when I'm on the field -- what formations I'm getting, what types of concepts I can expect out of certain formations," he said in October. "And then just being able to see who's at what spot, who are the premium receivers that the other team's trying to get the ball to, what type of routes are they going to have him running in the slot versus outside. Just being able to simplify the game down for me has been huge in my success outside."
For the longest time, Quinn valued length from his cornerbacks; their long wingspans can disrupt receivers' routes. Sainristil bucks that trend; he has the instincts and speed to keep up with leading receivers but also the physicality and aggressiveness to tackle and play the run like a linebacker who is 50 pounds heavier.
Sainristil probably could play both ways if Washington needed it. He spent his first three years at Michigan as a wide receiver, giving him a keen understanding of what his opponents will try against him in coverage.
"His background as a receiver certainly helps," Quinn said. "I thought that was indicative on the post play [in Detroit], where he undercut it to go make a play at the end of the half. But there's more to it than that. It's the football smarts that go into it as well. He doesn't usually get fooled on something twice."

Sainristil shows his technique at practice Wednesday. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


As a three-star recruit out of Everett, Massachusetts, he originally committed to Virginia Tech as both a wideout and a defensive back. But he flipped to Michigan and was used on offense from the start, recording five career touchdowns, including a 23-yard contested catch in the end zone against Wisconsin and a memorable one-handed grab against Maryland.
"[Defensive pass game coordinator Jason Simmons] says I'm a 'ball guy' in terms of when the football is in the air," Sainristil said. "So just being able to not panic when the ball is in the air, whether I'm able to make the play to get an interception or if I am looking at the receiver and knowing he's about to catch it, just being able to stay calm and play through his hands."
Before his 2022 season, Sainristil transitioned to defense at the urging of coach Jim Harbaugh, now the Los Angeles Chargers' leader.
"It was more like: 'Hey, you could try it out. If you don't like it, you could go back to receiver,'" Sainristil recalled. "I ended up switching, and it was a really good switch."
Sainristil opened that season as a starter and was voted a team captain. In his fifth and final year at Michigan, he was a first-team all-American, was voted a captain again along with team MVP, was named MVP of the Big Ten championship game and recorded six interceptions, two of which he returned for touchdowns. His final pick sealed Michigan's win over Washington in last year's College Football Playoff championship game.
"When a play has to be made, when the magic needs to happen, Mike makes it happen," Harbaugh told reporters in December 2023. "... He does it by always being in the right place where he's supposed to be, playing the right technique at all times, leading other guys to do the exact same thing."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/23/commanders-mike-sainristil-makes-plays-no-matter-where-he-lines-up/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage
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'Dowder's line' -- don't call it the fourth line -- plays big role for Caps 
"It starts defensively with us," said Brandon Duhaime, who skates with Nic Dowd and Andrew Mangiapane. "That's our goal every night -- to be solid defensively."
By Bailey Johnson | 2025-01-23

Brandon Duhaime (above), Nic Dowd and Andrew Mangiapane form Washington's fourth line, or "Dowder's line" as it is known to the Capitals. (Nick Wass/AP) 


SEATTLE -- Don't let Brandon Duhaime hear you call his line the fourth line.
"Fourth line" connotes a trio of grinding, physical and strictly defense-focused players, perhaps closer to enforcers than being viewed as offensive threats. The prototypical fourth line gets limited ice time -- typically not more than 10 to 12 minutes during a 60-minute game.
Duhaime's line with center Nic Dowd and Andrew Mangiapane on the right wing is listed on the Washington Capitals' lineup card in the fourth spot, but they don't consider it the fourth line.
"We call it Dowder's line," Duhaime said after Wednesday's optional practice at Climate Pledge Arena. "We don't call it the fourth line. We call it Dowder's line. He drives the bus for us, and he's been incredible for us all season. Just a privilege to play with a guy like that."
Dowd has anchored a 200-foot line for Washington for the past several years, taking on tough defensive assignments while playing a contributing role offensively. This year is no different. The 34-year-old reached double-digit goals for the fifth consecutive season after scoring his 10th on Dec. 29 and also leads the Capitals in defensive-zone faceoffs. Dowd has been on the ice for 277 defensive-zone draws, according to Natural Stat Trick, 13 more than teammate Pierre-Luc Dubois. But Dubois has been on the ice for 169 offensive-zone faceoffs -- compared with just 48 for Dowd.
Faceoffs and zone starts aren't a perfect encapsulation of a player's responsibilities because the vast majority of shifts start on the fly, but they still tell a story for Dowd and his linemates. Dowd and Duhaime have just 23 and 22 offensive-zone starts, respectively -- against 176 and 178 defensive-zone starts.
"It starts defensively with us," Duhaime said. "That's our goal every night -- to be solid defensively. Just creating pucks and holding pucks low, creating that space for each other in the [offensive] zone and finding offense off that is big for us as well."

"He drives the bus for us, and he's been incredible for us all season. Just a privilege to play with a guy like that," Brandon Duhaime said of Nic Dowd (above). (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Duhaime and Dowd played with Taylor Raddysh for much of the first part of the season, but in recent weeks, Raddysh has moved around the lineup and Mangiapane has slid into his spot on the right wing. The move has given Mangiapane a stable position in the lineup, and the new trio is clicking.
"They're two smart players, obviously," Mangiapane said. "All three of us are kind of hardworking and do whatever it takes to win. What's best for the team, right? So those guys play a lot of hard matchups against top guys. For me, just kind of coming in there, I wanted to be good defensively and kind of just play my game. Whatever way that helps the team win."
In Edmonton on Tuesday, the line was primarily on the ice against the Oilers' top lines. The home team has the last line change, so Oilers Coach Kris Knoblauch was choosing those matchups, and it's a trend that Washington Coach Spencer Carbery expects to continue for the next four games of the road trip.
Carbery said Wednesday that the underlying numbers from Tuesday's win weren't pretty for many of the Capitals, so the analytics don't suggest that Dowd, Duhaime and Mangiapane dominated their minutes -- but none of their teammates did, either. What they did do was prevent Leon Draisaitl, Zach Hyman, Evan Bouchard and the rest of the dangerous players they faced from scoring while they were on the ice.
"Last night I thought was a real good game from them, in a very difficult deployment situation and the spots that I'm putting them in," Carbery said. "This road trip is going to be very much of the same from them. I don't control the matchups on the road. They're going to be put in some spots where they're going to have to play against the other teams' top lines, probably in a defensive situation and probably utilized a lot -- especially if, hopefully, we're protecting a lead and not having to chase the game."
Mangiapane began the season on the top line, then was tasked with helping stabilize the in-flux third line for most of the year until the past few weeks. Since he has been playing with Dowd and Duhaime, Carbery said his game has been "trending in the right direction."
"I feel like that's what I kind of pride my game on, being a 200-foot player," Mangiapane said. "Always give it your all, no matter what kind of spot or position you're in."

Charlie Lindgren suffered an upper-body injury against the Montreal Canadiens earlier this month. (Nick Wass/AP) 


Goaltender Charlie Lindgren will get the start in net against the Seattle Kraken on Thursday, Carbery confirmed. Lindgren suffered an upper-body injury against the Montreal Canadiens on Jan. 10 and missed a week of action; he returned as Logan Thompson's backup against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday.
Lindgren again backed up Thompson in Edmonton on Tuesday; it was only the second time this season that Washington deviated from a strict rotation between the netminders when both have been healthy. The other alteration to the routine came in early November, which set up Thompson to play in Las Vegas against his former team.
"Each game is sort of an independent decision," Carbery said. "Last game was just a product of LT had been playing real well. ... Chuckie had been off for a bit because of the injury and just coming back. For us as a staff, just felt like LT continuing to play and playing in Edmonton, in that situation, was the decision that we went with."
The game in Edmonton was Thompson's fifth consecutive start; he won all five, with two shutouts and just four goals allowed. He has said that he's comfortable carrying the load -- something he has experience with from his time with the Golden Knights -- but the split between him and Lindgren has worked for the Capitals to this point, and it appears it will continue.
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NFL officiating under scrutiny after flags for Texans hits on Patrick Mahomes
The NFL could further tweak its replay-assist system in the offseason to deal with plays like Saturday's penalized hits on the Chiefs quarterback.
By Mark Maske | 2025-01-23

Referee Clay Martin, right, defended his crew's calls on a pair of personal fouls against Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes. (Reed Hoffmann/AP)


NFL officiating is under scrutiny as the postseason field narrows and, especially, as quarterback Patrick Mahomes and his Kansas City Chiefs play on.
The league could make additional adjustments to its instant replay system during the offseason to help deal with situations such as those that arose last weekend in the divisional round. In the meantime, Mahomes's Chiefs will play in their seventh straight AFC championship game Sunday, when they will host the Buffalo Bills. They're seeking an unprecedented third consecutive Super Bowl triumph.
Such success leads, predictably, to claims by some fans and social media commenters that Mahomes and the Chiefs benefit from favorable treatment by the officials.
The conspiracy theories about the Chiefs, plus the pushback by some football traditionalists to the enforcement of safety rules designed to protect quarterbacks, converged last weekend to produce controversy over a pair of personal fouls called on the Houston Texans for hits on Mahomes during their loss Saturday. Meanwhile, officials didn't penalize an illegal hit by the Washington Commanders on Detroit Lions quarterback Jared Goff during an interception return for a touchdown Saturday night and a questionable hit out of bounds along the sideline Sunday by the Bills on Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson.
The inconsistency further fueled the talk that Mahomes and the Chiefs get more than their fair share of calls. But while the two penalties called on the Texans for their hits on Mahomes were debatable, they were not clearly wrong under NFL rules that prohibit hits to the head or neck area of a quarterback in the process of throwing a pass in the pocket or sliding at the end of a run. And they were in line with the league's policy of safeguarding quarterbacks, who are often its biggest stars.
"In [almost] all of the rule book, when in question, officials are not supposed to call a foul," Walt Anderson, the NFL's rules analyst and club communications liaison, said in a broadcast interview last weekend. "But there's one place in the rule book where it states by rule that, when in doubt, officials are to call roughing the passer. ... They're going to protect the quarterbacks."
On the first of Saturday's much-debated calls, Texans pass rusher Will Anderson hit Mahomes in the head just after he released a pass. Under the NFL's rules, a quarterback who's in the process of making a throw is defined as a defenseless player and cannot be hit forcibly in the head or neck area. Anderson's hit on Mahomes was relatively light.
"I had forcible contact to the face-mask area, and so I went with roughing the passer on that play," referee Clay Martin said in a pool report following the game.
Walt Anderson said Sunday on league-owned NFL Network, "When the defenders come in and when they end up coming in face to face, if there's contact to the head of the quarterback, that's probably going to be called by the officials."
On the second play Saturday, two Texans converged on Mahomes as he slid with the ball. The slide made him, under the NFL's rules, a defenseless player with the same prohibition on being hit in the head or neck. The two Texans made heavy contact with each other. But there also was contact, if far lighter, with Mahomes's head.
That led analyst Troy Aikman, the Hall of Fame former quarterback of the Dallas Cowboys, to say on the ESPN broadcast: "Come on. ... Yeah, I mean, he's a runner. And I could not disagree with that one more. And he barely gets hit." Russell Yurk, ESPN's rules analyst who is a former NFL replay executive, said on the broadcast that he agreed with Aikman, adding: "There's no forcible contact to the head and neck area. ... The two Houston players hit each other."
Martin said in the postgame pool report: "I had forcible contact there to the hairline, to the helmet." Anderson said Sunday: "When [Texans linebacker Henry To'oTo'o] comes in, and his hairline of his helmet strikes the helmet of the runner who is already on the ground, that's a foul."
The NFL expanded the scope of its replay-assist system last offseason to give replay officials an increased role in assisting the on-field officials with certain objective aspects of penalties for roughing the passer, intentional grounding and late hits out of bounds. The replay official and the NFL's officiating department in New York can intervene on a play only when the on-field officials threw a flag.
On a play on which a flag was thrown for roughing the passer for contact to the head or neck of the quarterback, replay assist can be used to overturn the penalty if there is clear video evidence that the defensive player did not make any contact to the quarterback's head or neck.
Thus, the replay-assist system could have been used on Will Anderson's hit on Mahomes if he had made no contact with Mahomes's head. But there was contact. Replay assist cannot be used to help determine whether such contact was sufficiently forcible to warrant a penalty.
"On this play, there was contact," Walt Anderson said Sunday. "And so replay could not help the officials with picking that up. Now, you can end up having a debate about whether you felt it was forcible or not. And that's going to be one of those conversations for the competition committee to consider next year."
The replay-assist system would not have changed the penalty for the hit on Mahomes while he was sliding even if it could have intervened on that play under the replay rules, Anderson said.
Troy Vincent, the NFL's executive vice president of football operations, said at last month's NFL owners meeting in Irving, Texas, that several other calls -- face-mask infractions, illegal hits on players deemed to be in defenseless positions, taunting, tripping, fair catches, illegal batting of the ball, illegal double-team blocks and illegal formations on kickoffs -- could be added to the list of situations in which replay can be used to quickly assist the on-field officials.
"All of those are areas that could fall [into] that bucket of replay assist," Vincent said.
Without referring to any player specifically, Vincent also said the league monitors which quarterbacks attempt to take advantage of the safety rules with late slides or gamesmanship along the sideline before going out of bounds.
"It's something that we do, actually, weekly, especially those quarterbacks that we've identified that we would say: 'You want to play around with the sideline? You're going to be treated as such. You're going to be a runner. And you're going to lose your protection,'" Vincent said. "So that's something that we note every week: 'Bad slide. Good slide. Got down early enough.'"
The league keeps coaches informed, Vincent said, about what it observes. Mahomes did not draw a flag Saturday on a play on which he was shoved while still in bounds along the sideline, then threw his hands into the air while falling out of bounds.
But the notion that Mahomes and the Chiefs get all the calls is unsubstantiated. According to NFL penalty data, Mahomes ranked eighth among quarterbacks this season in the number of roughing-the-passer and unnecessary-roughness penalties he drew per hits absorbed. Last season, he ranked 29th.
Walt Anderson expressed confidence Sunday that the replay-assist system will be expanded in the offseason.
"This is one of those areas that is always going to be debated in terms of what's forcible, what's not," he said. "You want to end up having guidelines. And I'm encouraged that the committee every year adds some things for us to help with replay assist. But the game is not ever going to be perfect. ... We always want to work at continuing to try to: Can we make the game better? Can we use replay assist to help pick up things that are clearly and obviously not a foul? But in those areas that are gray and maybe debatable, we have to leave those on the field."
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Best bets for the NFL's conference championship games
Identifying the best value plays for Eagles-Commanders and Chiefs-Bills.
By Neil Greenberg | 2025-01-23

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels is set to face the Philadelphia Eagles for a third time. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


The NFL's conference championship field is mostly chalk. The Kansas City Chiefs (the No. 1 seed in the AFC), the Buffalo Bills (No. 2) and the Philadelphia Eagles (No. 2 in the NFC) are all featured Sunday. Joining them are the Washington Commanders, the NFC's No. 6 seed, who upset the top-seeded Detroit Lions on the road to reach the conference championship game for the first time since the franchise won the Super Bowl in the 1991 season.
To give some context on how far the Commanders have exceeded expectations, they were +300 (wager $100 to win $300) to make the playoffs, with the fifth-lowest odds to have the most losses in the NFL, in August, according to Aaron Oster of Circa Sports.
With the exception of the Commanders, the oddsmakers believe these teams are evenly matched. Using the hypothetical look-ahead lines for the Super Bowl allows us to reverse engineer each team's power rating, which is expressed in points per game better or worse than the remaining teams on a neutral field. The difference between two teams should give you the eventual point spread. Here are the values I got heading into the conference championship games:
Despite the Commanders' low power rating, they are the type of underdog that's capable of pulling an upset (as they did last week), in part because of their aggressiveness on fourth down. This extends their range of outcomes in terms of points scored and allowed beyond what we typically would expect from a team with a similar power rating.
Best bets record in 2024-25: 19-36
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Tuesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Pick: Commanders +61/2
The first two matchups between these teams had extenuating circumstances. In Week 16, Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts left the game early because of injury as Washington won, 36-33. In Week 11, the Commanders lost to the Eagles, 26-18, but quarterback Jayden Daniels might have been dealing with a rib injury. At the least, that game was an outlier for Daniels, and it's not inconceivable he turns in a better outing Sunday -- one good enough to lead Washington to a win.
Additionally, there is reason to expect this rematch between NFC East rivals will be lower scoring than expected. Since 1980, the earliest year Pro Football Reference has on betting data, the total in conference championship games between division rivals has gone under in 10 of 14 contests. If we limit the betting performance to totals over 40 points (the total in this one is 471/2), the under is 8-1.
Playoff games that go under the total generally favor the underdog covering the spread. In fact, since 2002, when the NFL expanded to 32 teams, the road underdog is 41-23 (64.1 percent) against the spread in playoff games that go under a betting total of 45 or more, per TruMedia.
Pick: Parlay Chiefs -11/2, a Josh Allen anytime touchdown and Travis Kelce under 681/2 receiving yards
Normally, playing parlays is a fool's errand. They heavily benefit the house. However, my model sees value in this one, largely because there appears to be value in the uncorrelated legs for Allen's touchdown and Kelce's receiving yards -- so I think it is worth a small portion of your bankroll, especially if you can boost it for even more value.
Let's start with the first leg. Kansas City hasn't always looked like a Super Bowl contender this season, but there is no denying its dominance in the postseason over the past several years. Since 2018, when quarterback Patrick Mahomes became the full-time starter, Kansas City is 16-3 in the playoffs and 13-6 against the spread. The Chiefs are 54-12 straight up as home favorites over that span, including the regular season and the playoffs. Looking for more reasons? Since 2002, the No. 1 seed has made the conference championship game 31 times and has won 24 of them outright.
Let's not stop there. The Bills have been good at holding opposing tight ends to low receiving yardage totals. Only one, Detroit's Sam LaPorta, produced more than 69 receiving yards against the Bills -- and that is the total set for Kelce on Sunday. Half the tight ends Buffalo faced didn't earn more than 26 receiving yards. My projection for Kelce is 51 receiving yards.
One more leg to add: Allen's rushing ability should leave a mark on this game, as it did during Buffalo's Week 11 win (at home) vs. the Chiefs. Allen rushed 12 times for 55 yards, including a 26-yard touchdown. Plus, Allen has a rushing touchdown in six of his past seven games and in four of his eight games against the Chiefs, playoffs included.
Because this parlay leg is uncorrelated -- an opposing touchdown makes it harder for a team to win -- the payout will be better than adding a Chiefs player to score a touchdown at a better price.
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This is the year Terry McLaurin became 'scary'
The Commanders wideout never had a signature celebration. This season, during which he has caught 15 touchdown passes, has inspired him to develop a few.
By Sam Fortier | 2025-01-23

After his 58-yard touchdown catch against the Lions on Sunday, Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin pulled down the mask for all to see one of the new celebrations he workshopped in the fall. (Seth Wenig/AP)


For months, teammates had been giving Washington Commanders star wide receiver Terry McLaurin a hard time because he did not have a signature celebration.
They were confused. NFL wideouts have a long, rich history of iconic "cellys," as players call them, including Chad Johnson's prop-filled antics, Jaylen Waddle's waddle and Justin Jefferson's Griddy. How could McLaurin -- whom Washington fans adore and chant for when he takes the field or catches a pass -- not have one by his sixth season?
"He's got to do something," cornerback Michael Davis remembered thinking.
Days after Halloween, "Scary Terry," as he's affectionately called, caught two touchdown passes against the New York Giants, which turned out to be a fortunate coincidence.
The man with no celebrations suddenly had two.
McLaurin is not a natural showman. Growing up in Indianapolis, he wore short shorts instead of fashionably baggy clothes because, according to friends, he cared about being a good athlete far more than looking cool. "No signature celebrations," Dominique Booth, a former QB who played with McLaurin in youth leagues, wrote in a text message. "We didn't showboat much if at all when we were younger."
McLaurin strove to embody his city's blue-collar values even after leaving it. "You pick your lunch pail up, you go to work, you grind," he explained. He worked for four years to carve out a significant role in the offense at Ohio State. Even when Washington drafted him in the third round in 2019, he teared up but was maybe the only person at his watch party not to jump or scream.
In Washington, he didn't celebrate much because, well, there wasn't much to celebrate. He instead became known for his poker face. He represented the locker room during many disappointments and above-his-pay-grade scandals. He never showed up any of his 11 quarterbacks. If he had an opinion on how the team could improve yet felt his coaches weren't listening, he figured out how to share his perspective with the media diplomatically.
But his competitive fire still burned. McLaurin's rare moments of joy on the field looked like all of his pent-up frustration exploding in singular, uncontrollable spasms, such as when he pounded his chest after sealing an upset over Tom Brady-led Tampa Bay in 2021, or when he screamed and flexed on the sideline after catching a touchdown pass for the first time in six weeks in 2022.
This season, in late September, McLaurin made a dramatic touchdown catch that knocked off Cincinnati and announced to the nation that things were different in Washington. McLaurin stood up and shrugged -- not flashily as Michael Jordan would, but with his own subtlety. Later, he borrowed the "night, night" celebration made iconic by NBA superstar Stephen Curry.

McLaurin's 27-yard touchdown catch put away the Bengals on "Monday Night Football." (Carolyn Kaster/AP)



McLaurin said good night to Cincinnati once the Sept. 23 game was pretty much decided. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Over the next month, he became one of the league's most productive receivers and kept hearing chants of "Ter-ry! Ter-ry!" Teammates nagged him about creating an original celebration. They teased him for dusting off his shoes against Arizona and for how he did nothing special after two scores against Baltimore.
"I was practicing a few things in my house," McLaurin remembered, and around Halloween he settled on a celebration but didn't tell anyone. Not long after, fourth-string quarterback Sam Hartman jokingly suggested another -- "Scary Terry" should scare people by playing peekaboo, as a parent would with a small child.
McLaurin had never loved the nickname "Scary Terry" because, by the time he got to the NFL, NBA player Terry Rozier had been using it for a few years. McLaurin preferred "F1," which referenced his speed and automaker McLaren, or to not have a nickname at all. But "Scary Terry" stuck, and when he caught two touchdown passes against the Giants, both of his celebrations descended from it.
After the first, McLaurin tried his own idea, which was pretending to pull a mask down over his head. "I'm a normal guy, but when I get out on the field, it's like, put the mask on and boo!" he explained. "Like, that part is scary."
After the second, he used Hartman's, shielding his face with his hands and opening his palms outward: Boo!

McLaurin's peekaboo celebration made its debut Nov. 3 in East Rutherford, New Jersey. (Seth Wenig/AP)


"I was freaking out," Hartman said, joking. "I was like, 'I basically scored that touchdown.'"
Over the next 11 weeks, McLaurin went on a spree -- one celebration against Dallas, two against Tennessee and two more against New Orleans. He set the franchise record for receiving touchdowns in a season with 13, but he still wasn't satisfied.
"I've asked my teammates, like, 'You think the fans would be able to, when I go like this" -- he demonstrates the peekaboo -- "everybody go boo?' They're like, 'Yeah, but it may sound like everybody's booing you.' So we're still working that part out."
As a reporter ended the interview for this story, McLaurin asked for advice: "You got any ideas of how to get the fans involved? I think that'd be dope."
The reporter said booing wouldn't be a bad thing if it were an inside joke. He suggested McLaurin explain his vision in a social media video.
"If we could get everybody involved and just go, 'Boo!' I think that could go hard," McLaurin said.
Someone suggested he could re-create the iconic "Fun Bunch" jump done by Washington players in the 1980s. McLaurin nodded. "It's fun," he said.
But several weeks later, McLaurin has maintained the status quo. He pulled down his mask after scoring the final touchdown in the first-round win over Tampa Bay, and in Saturday's divisional-round upset of Detroit, he pulled down his mask and played peekaboo after taking a screen 58 yards to the house. The mask and the peekaboo have become small markers of organizational transformation. Good things now happen so often that players can plan different ways to express joy.
"The cool part is ... you see the guys rallying around it," McLaurin said. "I just scored, and you see [quarterback Jayden Daniels] and everybody [covering their faces]." He grinned. "When you get a group celebration going, that kind of juice is infectious."

Joyous after the Commanders' first-round playoff win in Tampa, McLaurin has been rewarded this season after years of team struggles. (Peter Joneleit/AP)
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College football season wasn't what it used to be. Unless you knew where to look.
After traveling to 23 games through 19 states, a wanderer reflects on a season that featured a lot of new and yet much of the same, old charm.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2025-01-23

A one-of-a-kind season concluded Monday night in Atlanta when Ohio State won the College Football Playoff championship. So much happened on the way there. (Jamie Squire/Getty Images)


ATLANTA -- It began for one wanderer on Labor Day weekend as Las Vegas imported droves of the unaccustomed color of LSU purple, a marriage of host city and visiting fans that looked like a match made in the kind of heaven that serves alcohol. It ended in Atlanta as a longtime sage witness to the hysteria of college football proclaimed it the best season he had followed in an eon. It coursed, for said wanderer, through 23 games, 19 states, umpteen tailgates and one goalpost chunk in an Idaho river. It reached Lubbock, Texas.
How did it feel? That's an appropriate question, because in some minds it's about to start feeling lacking. A species and nationality so often hesitant about change must gauge how disconcerting it finds the transfer portal and its spoliation of the chance to get to know players, or the name, image and likeness numbers and their infringement upon a purity that never existed. The team standing with the trophy in the confetti storm at the end happened to be the team with a noted NIL bonanza and a constellation of free-market stars, something perhaps off-putting to traditionalists with delusions. Don't forget the conference realignment and its degradation of geography.
Try, though.
The TV numbers indicate ... nothing conclusive quite yet. The Michigan-Ohio State game declined by 7 million, but the two of them shared six losses coming in rather than the zero of 2023. The playoff first round fared well for the night games of Indiana-Notre Dame and Tennessee-Ohio State. The Rose Bowl numbers declined, but Pasadena held a quarterfinal rather than a semifinal. The semifinals declined but occurred on Thursday and Friday nights rather than on New Year's Day. The final of Jan. 20 seemed buried, hype-wise, in the immemorial NFL playoff deluge of January, even if the 10 previous such championship games occurred between Jan. 7 and 13, perhaps less deeply into the woods of the immemorial NFL playoff deluge of January.
How did it feel? It felt about the mad, mad same with fresh dashes of different. In the September heat of the great Madison, the Wisconsin student section made its usual awing spectacle jumping to the 1992 DJ Muggs creation "Jump Around" at the end of the third quarter, even if that section emptied immediately afterward given the 35-10 visit from Alabama ongoing at that moment (eventually, 42-10). The parking lot of the pretty trees around Stanford Stadium in the peerless California on Oct. 5 found people checking phones for updates on a faraway wonder, Vanderbilt's upset of Alabama, a tradition even if those fans did wear Virginia Tech maroon. A humongous game in Austin in mid-October felt like a humongous game in Austin in mid-October even if the new conference opponent, Georgia, hadn't rummaged around Austin since 1958. The highways toward Penn State in November promised pretty scenes, dead deer and a narrow loss to Ohio State -- and delivered all of the above. Team flags flapped from car windows on many a long road, even the one from Albuquerque to Lubbock -- toward the end, anyway.
The kids kept growing up faster than they used to. Here near the beginning was a slightly shy 17-year-old, Ryan Williams, making a gigantic 75-yard touchdown in a lunatic Georgia-Alabama game in Tuscaloosa, then humbly treating it as if he expected it. Here near the end was a man barely 19, Jeremiah Smith of Ohio State, zigzagging around the Rose Bowl 391 days after playing in a Florida high school state championship game yet humbly treating it as if he expected it. In the middle romped an older man, newly 24, Penn State tight end Tyler Warren, rumbling on the old floor of the Los Angeles Coliseum not only for 17 catches for 224 yards but also for one rush for four and one completion from a direct snap for nine.
Oddities brought freshness. Nick Saban prowled no sidelines but manned a TV desk and, damn, executed the latter just about as astutely as the former. As Heisman Trophy winner Travis Hunter and his chum Shedeur Sanders graciously posed for postgame selfies Nov. 9 in Lubbock, where Texas Tech fans propel tortillas onto the field, Sanders wound up accomplishing frontier by autographing a tortilla. As Ohio State held a home playoff game for the first time, Tennessee orange infused itself shockingly into the tapestry, maybe because Ohio State fans stayed mad over that Armageddon three weeks prior against You Know Who. The fans of a regenerated national contender from BYU, one of the last unbeaten teams come November, flooded the River Walk come December and bowl time, and their brilliant win over fame-rich Colorado led the non-playoff bowl TV ratings even if the bartenders around San Antonio had less to do.
Parity, never a feature of the 155-year-old sport, gained perhaps its best crest since that first misguided but so-much-fun day in New Jersey in 1869. One day in the Michigan press box, the TV showed a great football man named Thomas Hammock weeping near a golden dome and a Touchdown Jesus mural because the Northern Illinois alma mater he coaches had just nudged No. 5 Notre Dame. Arizona State, picked to finish 16th, won the Big 12. A playoff that tripled from four teams to 12 meant that playoff included Indiana, which long had existed as a record-fattener for Ohio State, Michigan and occasionally others. The whole thing opened with Florida State in Dublin and ranked No. 10, then ended with Florida State at 2-10 and a symbol of how many teams nowadays have the capacity to kick you when you're down.
The sport felt messy, sort of like 1990 when it felt messy, or 1978 when it felt messy, or 1966 when it felt messy, or 1926 when national championships went to five different teams as chosen by 14 different organizations. It's a different kind of messy, a newfangled messy. Some teams still play eight conference games, others nine, so there's incongruity -- as ever. There's still a premium on conference championships even if that made the playoff seeding look funky. People argue over who's No. 12 (or No. 11) rather than who's No. 4 or who's No. 2 (Bowl Championship Series days) or who's No. 1 (ancient days). People got mad at Alabama getting omitted from the playoff, but maybe the universe wanted payback for 1978 and the year voters managed to split national championships between Alabama and USC even after USC had manhandled Alabama in Birmingham.
Texas vs. Texas A&M returned, proving Texas A&M couldn't get away from Texas after all.
Vividness and loudness kept their twin reigns right on through to the end when Ohioan noise boomed for the first time in 10 loud years.
It's a sport in a period of turbulent change, of course, but when it's the night after Thanksgiving, and Georgia Tech and Georgia finish an eight-overtime epic, and coaches Brent Key and Kirby Smart share a hug of rare elongation less because of congratulation or consolation than because they know they've just shared in something that explored the grand depths of competition, it shows where the appeal remains, far from dull boardrooms hatching new wrinkles. The sport might fade in time as older generations grumble and younger generations hear, but it also might sustain as younger generations find their way to the paradise of tailgates or revel so much that Boise State has just reached a national playoff that they spend a 29-degree Friday midnight wading to fetch a goalpost chunk from Idahoan water.
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Good vibes keep flowing for the USMNT, which rolls Costa Rica, 3-0
With an MLS-heavy roster, new coach Mauricio Pochettino has plenty to be impressed with after a convincing pair of friendlies.
By Steven Goff | 2025-01-23

Brian White, right, celebrates his first international goal with Diego Luna, who recorded the assist in the 21st minute. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/AFP/Getty Images)


ORLANDO -- Nasal plugs filled each of Diego Luna's nostrils and blood leaked from a cut on the side of his broken nose. Cold mist clung to his blond-dyed hair, and dirt and grass smudged his uniform.
He was a mess.
He was also immaculate.
Moments after the medical staff patched him up, Luna threaded a pass to Brian White for a 21st-minute goal as part of the U.S. men's national team's 3-0 victory over Costa Rica on Wednesday night.
"He looked prettier than ever," White said, laughing. "He's a tough kid."
Substitutes Caden Clark and Patrick Agyemang scored in the late stages as a U.S. team featuring almost exclusively MLS players ended a winter camp in Florida with its second victory in five days.
Luna, a 5-foot-3 central midfielder for Real Salt Lake who was left off the Olympic roster last summer, was among a handful of players who distinguished themselves over 12 days in front of Coach Mauricio Pochettino and lifted themselves into contention for future call-ups as the 2026 World Cup draws closer.

Bloodied but unbowed, midfielder Diego Luna contributed an assist before receiving treatment for a broken nose. (Nathan Ray Seebeck/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


"We are happy, so happy because it was an impressive performance from the whole squad," Pochettino said. "That is why it makes us feel very positive for the future. We have different options."
Before his team even took the field, Pochettino had met one of his primary objectives for the camp: All 17 outfield players, as well as two of the three goalkeepers, started at least once in the two matches.
This assembly featuring mostly young players and international novices was not about the results, though Pochettino was pleased with the victories over Venezuela and Costa Rica by a combined 6-1.
It was about evaluating domestic-based candidates and building depth ahead of the Concacaf Nations League this spring, the Concacaf Gold Cup this summer and ultimately the World Cup.
It was also about players taking advantage of opportunities that, had Pochettino's roster been at full strength, would not have been afforded to many of them. Since the 2002 World Cup cycle, 30 players have made their first or second appearances in the winter camp and gone on to make a World Cup roster.
Pochettino's Europe-based players will return to the fold for a Nations League semifinal against Panama on March 20 in Inglewood, California. Mexico or Canada will await in the March 23 final or third-place match.
Luna, 21, was the ringleader Wednesday before leaving the match at halftime. The medical staff knew right away that his nose was broken, but because he was able to breathe normally and there was no concern the injury would get worse, Pochettino sent him back into the match. Later, he was taken to a hospital for treatment.
"He showed great character," Pochettino said. "He is a player for sure we are going to have in consideration for the future."
Pochettino made eight changes to the lineup that keyed a 3-1 victory over Venezuela on Saturday in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The only holdovers were defender Miles Robinson, midfielder Benjamin Cremaschi and forward Brian Gutierrez but with a wrinkle: Robinson, a traditional center back, lined up on the right side, yielding to World Cup veterans Tim Ream, 37, and Walker Zimmerman, 31, in the middle.
Zack Steffen started in goal -- his first appearance since the 2022 World Cup qualifying finale in Costa Rica. The former University of Maryland standout was a surprise omission from the World Cup squad by then-coach Gregg Berhalter, but since returning from a five-year stint in Europe to play for the Colorado Rapids, he has rejoined the national team mix.
"It's been a couple years and a hard road -- a hard road mentally," he said. "Just happy to get back out on the field, first and foremost."
Pochettino said Steffen was "great. ... It's good for us, the coaching staff, to feel we can trust a player like him."
After a slow start, the United States went ahead in the 21st minute. Luna had required treatment on the sideline after getting hit in the nose. Moments after returning to action, he delivered a pristine through ball to White, who made a diagonal run into the box.
Against the grain, the Vancouver Whitecaps forward pulled a left-footed shot in the far corner for his first international goal in three appearances.
"Training with him all week, he's such a special player," White said of Luna. "With the quality he has, I knew if I made a good run, he'd be able to find me."
Late in the first half, Steffen made a sensational leaping save on Alejandro Bran's long-distance threat and Robinson swept into the middle to interrupt Josimar Mendez's threat in the box.
In the second half, Steffen was at it again with a breathtaking stop on Allan Cruz's bid targeting the far top corner. Clark, a starter Saturday and a sub Wednesday, extended the lead in the 77th minute with a left-footed, 18-yard one-timer to the upper left corner for his first international goal in two appearances. Agyemang, who scored in his debut Saturday, converted again with an angled drive from 15 yards in the 90th minute.
Costa Rica played its first match under Miguel Herrera, a colorful and controversial figure who has coached numerous Mexican clubs and the Mexican national team. He is preparing Los Ticos for Gold Cup qualifying in March and the start of World Cup qualifying in June.
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A rookie QB in a conference title game? Here's how the first five fared. 
Jayden Daniels will be the sixth to start a game with a Super Bowl berth on the line. Spoiler: None of the others won at this stage.
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-01-23

A victory Sunday would put Jayden Daniels in the Super Bowl as the only rookie quarterback to win a conference championship game. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Jayden Daniels assured himself a spot in rookie quarterback history with the Washington Commanders' victory over the Detroit Lions, but a victory over the Philadelphia Eagles in Sunday's NFC championship game would make him one of a kind.
No matter the result, he will join rare company: Since the AFL-NFL merger in 1970, only five rookie quarterbacks have started a conference championship game. And Daniels -- "a young quarterback by birth certificate, not by the tape," as Eagles defensive coordinator Vic Fangio put it -- has the chance to gain separation because the others were winless in their appearances.
"I'm not even thinking that far," Daniels said Wednesday about the possibility of being the first rookie QB to start a Super Bowl. "It'd be a blessing if it happened, but I'm just trying to focus on how I can get better day by day."
Here's a look at the five QBs who made it to this point and how they performed in the big games:

Buccaneers quarterback Shaun King is sacked by Grant Wistrom of the St. Louis Rams. (Jeff Haynes/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


Jan. 23, 2000, vs. St. Louis Rams
Unlike Daniels, who was the Commanders' starter from the get-go in 2024, Shaun King, a second-round draft pick out of Tulane, was pressed into duty when Trent Dilfer broke his collarbone late in the regular season. King led the Bucs to a 4-1 finish to the regular season and then a win over Washington in the divisional round. Against the eventual champion Rams, King completed 13 of 29 passes for 163 yards with no touchdowns and two interceptions in an 11-6 loss. He was named Tampa Bay's starter for the 2000 season.

Ben Roethlisberger's remarkable rookie season came to an end against the Patriots. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Jan. 23, 2005, vs. New England Patriots
Ben Roethlisberger was the Pittsburgh Steelers' first-round draft pick (11th overall) in 2004, but he was third on the depth chart behind Tommy Maddox and Charlie Batch in training camp. An injury to Batch moved him to second, and then Maddox went down. "How it played out for Ben was great," former Steelers coach Bill Cowher told Dan Patrick last summer. Unlike Daniels, Roethlisberger "didn't have that expectation going in. He was thrust into the job ... so he really didn't have time to think about it." He led the Steelers on a 14-1 run over the rest of the 2004 regular season and to their first AFC championship game in three years. But the Steelers' surge ended in a 41-27 loss to New England with Roethlisberger completing 14 of 24 passes for 226 yards and two touchdowns and rushing for 45 yards. He was intercepted three times.

Joe Flacco and the Ravens did not have enough firepower to beat the Steelers. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


Jan. 18, 2009, vs. Pittsburgh Steelers
Like Roethlisberger, Joe Flacco was a first-round draft pick (18th out of Delaware in 2008) who started his NFL career as the third quarterback on the depth chart. But starter Kyle Boller got hurt and Troy Smith was diagnosed with an illness during the preseason, elevating Flacco into a starting role by the time the opener rolled around. He led the Ravens to the AFC title game with postseason victories against the Dolphins and Titans, but in the championship game in Pittsburgh, Baltimore lost, 23-14. Flacco completed 13 of 30 passes for 141 yards with three interceptions.

A surprise season for Mark Sanchez and the Jets came up a step short of the Super Bowl. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Jan. 24, 2010, vs. Indianapolis Colts
Mark Sanchez, the No. 5 draft pick out of USC, beat out Kellen Clemens to become the Jets' starter. Although they finished the regular season 9-7 (and second in the AFC East to New England), the Jets advanced to the conference title game with victories over the Bengals and Chargers. Peyton Manning's Colts got the better of Rex Ryan's top-ranked defense, advancing to the Super Bowl with a 30-17 victory. Sanchez, who completed 17 of 30 passes for 257 yards and two touchdowns, had one interception.

Eagles linebacker Haason Reddick causes a fumble by 49ers quarterback Brock Purdy. The hit forced Purdy to have surgery. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Jan. 29, 2023, vs. Philadelphia Eagles
Brock Purdy, Mr. Irrelevant as the last player chosen in the 2022 draft, became the first rookie to start a conference championship game in 13 years. The Iowa State product wasn't projected to start until injuries to Trey Lance and Jimmy Garoppolo. He piloted six straight wins to close the regular season and then two more in the playoffs over the Seahawks and Cowboys, but he hurt his elbow in the title game at Philadelphia. After backup Josh Johnson suffered a concussion, Purdy was forced to do the best he could with what turned out to be an injury that required Tommy John surgery. With Purdy limited to handoffs (and with San Francisco pressing Christian McCaffrey into emergency duty), the Eagles advanced with a 31-7 win. Purdy completed his four attempts for 23 yards. The situation led the NFL to enact an emergency quarterback rule.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/01/22/rookie-qb-title-game/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The NBA All-Star Game is new and messy. Here's who deserves to start.
The NBA will announce on Thursday the players voted to start next month's All-Star-Game tournament. The ones selected aren't always the most deserving.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-01-23
The best word to describe the new NBA All-Star Game? Convoluted.
For the first time, this year's All-Star Game will feature a four-team tournament comprising 24 all-stars split into three teams of eight players, plus a fourth team stocked with eight first- and second-year players from the annual Rising Stars event. The new format, which replaces the traditional Eastern Conference vs. Western Conference showdown, is confusing on its own, but a holdover voting process only makes things worse.
Fans, media members and players will vote on 10 "all-star starters" -- two guards and three frontcourt players from each conference -- just as they have in the past. But those 10 players will be distributed across the three NBA teams in the new tournament, and those three teams will need a total of 15 players to start their games. In other words, there will be five NBA players -- and another five "Rising Stars" -- who will technically start in their portion of the All-Star Game tournament without being recognized as "all-star starters" during the voting process.
It gets worse: Despite the East and West designations in the voting process, the "all-star starters" will represent teams coached by TNT commentators Charles Barkley, Shaquille O'Neal and Kenny Smith that have no conference affiliation. Got it?
Kevin Durant is one of several stars who pooh-poohed the new format, which was designed to create a more competitive product after years of boring showcases. For now, before the league announces its official selections Thursday night, here is how The Washington Post would cast its hypothetical ballot for the 10 "starters" in next month's All-Star Game in San Francisco. These picks considered individual statistics, availability and contribution to team success. The Post's selections for the rest of the all-star rosters will be made next week, before the reserves are announced Jan. 30.
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (Oklahoma City Thunder) and Anthony Edwards (Minnesota Timberwolves)
In recent years, Gilgeous-Alexander (31.5 points per game, 6.1 assists per game, 5.3 rebounds per game) has repeatedly battled Stephen Curry and Luka Doncic for the West's two backcourt starting spots. This time, the Canadian guard is the easiest selection on the all-star ballot: His Thunder sits atop the West by a healthy margin, he leads the league in scoring and Win Shares, and he received the most fan votes of any West guard in the most recent returns released Thursday. Everyone else is fighting for second place after Gilgeous-Alexander, who is the MVP front-runner at the midseason mark.
Many voters will be naturally inclined to give the second spot to Curry (22.9 ppg, 6.1 apg, 4.9 rpg) because Doncic has been sidelined since Christmas with a calf strain. After all, Curry's Golden State Warriors are hosting All-Star Weekend, and the Olympic hero ranked second among West guards in fan votes in the most recent returns. While Curry remains a worthy all-star at 36, the second starting spot should go to Edwards (26.3 ppg, 5.8 rpg, 4.2 apg).

Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards, right, should edge out Stephen Curry for the second starting spot among Western Conference guards. (David Berding/Getty Images)


There isn't much separating Edwards and Curry: They boast similar shooting efficiency numbers, and their teams sport nearly identical mediocre records. Edwards has been a more prolific scorer for a slightly more efficient offense, but the biggest difference has been his availability. Curry has missed eight games, allowing Edwards to log 500-plus more minutes than the Warriors star. Similarly, Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving must be docked because he has missed 10 games.
Nikola Jokic (Denver Nuggets), Anthony Davis (Los Angeles Lakers) and Victor Wembanyama (San Antonio Spurs)
Prime Jokic (30.1 ppg, 13.2 rpg, 9.9 apg) is an automatic selection. Like clockwork, the Serbian center has led a top-five offense, stuffed the box score like no one else from the past 50 years and kept Denver firmly in the West's second tier of playoff teams. Remarkably, Jokic is on track to finish first or second in MVP voting for a fifth straight season; Michael Jordan and LeBron James never did that.
The other two West frontcourt choices are trickier. The fan vote, unsurprisingly, has favored a pair of well-respected elder statesmen: James (23.7 ppg, 9.0 apg, 7.5 rpg) and Durant (27.3 ppg, 6.4 rpg, 4.1 apg). Both have had very good seasons, but there are better options.
James recently referred to Davis (25.7 ppg, 11.9 rpg, 3.5 apg) as the Lakers' "best player," and he's correct. The 31-year-old center has eclipsed James as the Lakers' No. 1 scoring option, and he is a far more productive and disruptive defender. James, who turned 40 last month, has shown his age at times, struggling to protect the ball and get to the rim. Though Davis isn't as fluid as he was in his mid-20s, he has few weaknesses and has been the NBA's best big man this season besides Jokic and Giannis Antetokounmpo.

Anthony Davis has eclipsed LeBron James as the No. 1 option for the Los Angeles Lakers. (Gary A. Vasquez/Imagn Images)


Meanwhile, Durant's value has been as clear as day: The Suns are 20-12 with him in the lineup and 1-9 without him. Those injuries have cost Phoenix dearly in the standings, and they should open the door for Wembanyama (24.4 ppg, 10.8 rpg, 3.7 apg) to be the West's third frontcourt starter. Wembanyama has outperformed Durant in the major advanced metrics, led the league in blocks and emerged as the defensive player of the year favorite. The Spurs have a losing record, but they would be even lower in the standings if they traded Wembanyama for James or Durant, given the amount of energy he must expend to carry his team on both ends.
Davis and Wembanyama also have been considerably more productive than Memphis's Jaren Jackson Jr. and Houston's Alperen Sengun, younger stars whose teams are off to better starts. Sacramento's Domantas Sabonis is a ruthless offensive force, but his limited defensive impact prevents him from challenging Davis or Wembanyama when it comes to all-around value.
Donovan Mitchell (Cleveland Cavaliers) and Jalen Brunson (New York Knicks)
It's unfortunate Charlotte's LaMelo Ball (29.3 ppg, 7.6 apg, 5.4 rpg) has led East guards in all-star fan votes; there are at least five players in the category who are more deserving of a starting spot. Ball is a talented and fearless scorer, but he has missed 11 games because of injury, his scoring efficiency is mediocre, he is overseeing one of the NBA's worst offenses, and the Hornets are way outside the East's play-in tournament picture.
Hype should be a consideration in all-star debates, but it can't be the only factor. Cleveland's Mitchell and Darius Garland, New York's Brunson, Milwaukee's Damian Lillard and Detroit's Cade Cunningham have stronger cases than Ball.

Jalen Brunson of the New York Knicks, center, and Donovan Mitchell of the Cleveland Cavaliers, right, deserve the starting spots among Eastern Conference guards. (Mary Altaffer/AP)


Cleveland's run to the top of the East has been so impressive that Mitchell (23.3 ppg, 4.6 rpg, 4.5 apg) and Garland (21.1 ppg, 6.8 apg, 2.5 rpg) both would be worthy selections. While Mitchell is the lead option and Garland is the chief distributor, they mix and match responsibilities for the NBA's top offense. They have enjoyed excellent health and have shot the three-pointer extremely well. Mitchell gets the slight nod here for two reasons: He is usually the primary focus of opposing defenses, and his willingness to sacrifice touches and shots has helped unlock Cleveland's offense.
Brunson (26.0 ppg, 7.3 apg, 3.0 rpg) has better individual statistics than Mitchell or Garland, in part because he logs more minutes for a Knicks team that rides its starters. There are reasonable concerns that New York's key players could burn out or get injured come playoff time, but for now Brunson has brilliantly incorporated Karl-Anthony Towns and Mikal Bridges into the NBA's third-ranked offense.
Few players are as indispensable to their teams as Brunson is to the Knicks, who need every minute their floor general has provided. In theory, Cleveland has sufficient talent depth to get by if Mitchell or Garland were to miss time. Switch Brunson and Garland, and the Knicks probably suffer without the former's off-the-dribble creation and free throw generation.
The Bucks haven't performed consistently enough to land two all-star starters, and Lillard is a clear second fiddle to Antetokounmpo. Cunningham's breakout campaign has been one of the best stories of the regular season, but lifting the Pistons from atrocious to mediocre isn't enough to unseat Mitchell or Brunson.
Giannis Antetokounmpo (Milwaukee Bucks), Jayson Tatum (Boston Celtics) and Karl-Anthony Towns (New York Knicks)
Boy, there's a lot of wreckage to sift through in the East frontcourt. Toss out Joel Embiid, Paolo Banchero and Franz Wagner because of injuries. Goodbye Jaylen Brown and Bam Adebayo, who seemingly have endured season-long shooting slumps. Pascal Siakam has been good but not great for an Indiana team that is good but not great. And then there's Jimmy Butler, who torpedoed his season with off-court antics.
That process of elimination sets up Antetokounmpo and Tatum as stone-cold locks, plus one seat that needs to be claimed. Antetokounmpo (31.5 ppg, 12.0 rpg, 6.0 apg) proved he belongs in the MVP conversation by leading the Bucks to the NBA Cup title, and his refined shooting diet has delivered another dominant scoring campaign.

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo and Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum are locks to be named all-star starters. (Morry Gash/AP)


Tatum (27.5 ppg, 9.3 rpg, 5.4 apg) continues to make it look easy as the defending champions stumble through a title hangover. There's room to quibble with his shooting numbers, but he remains the leading scorer for an elite offense and adds value as a playmaker, rebounder and versatile defender. His good health also has buoyed Boston through some minor injury concerns.
So who gets the final spot that is usually occupied by Embiid? Towns (25.1 ppg, 13.9 rpg, 3.5 apg) is the only player besides Jokic averaging at least 25 points and 13 rebounds, and he has fit in seamlessly with the Knicks after a late September trade. There's so much to like: He has stayed healthy, scored with elite efficiency, held up well enough as a back-line defender and handled the pressure that comes with a high-profile move to New York. After being one of the shakiest all-star selections last year, Towns has earned a starting spot this time.
The toughest snubs: Cleveland's Evan Mobley and Jarrett Allen, who have thrived in their roles within a balanced attack and a team-oriented defense.
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New York Jets hire Aaron Glenn as their coach
The former Jets cornerback leaves the Detroit Lions after four years as their defensive coordinator.
By Mark Maske, Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-23

Lions defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn was hired as head coach of the Jets on Wednesday. (Mike Mulholland/AP)


Aaron Glenn is returning to the New York Jets, this time as the coach who will attempt to end their playoff drought -- after first helping to determine whether quarterback Aaron Rodgers remains with the team.
The Jets reached a contract agreement with Glenn, the defensive coordinator of the Detroit Lions, to hire him as their coach, the team announced Wednesday. Glenn played for the Jets as a cornerback, beginning when they selected him 12th in the 1994 draft.
"I'm excited to welcome Aaron Glenn home as the head coach of the New York Jets," the team's owner, Woody Johnson said in a statement. "Aaron earned this opportunity through almost three decades of NFL experience -- ten with us as a player and a scout. He brings tremendous leadership skills and the vision this organization needs to be successful. I am thrilled to see him lead this team."
Glenn returns to a team that is coming off a 5-12 season, even with Rodgers back in the lineup after he missed all but four offensive snaps of the 2023 season because of a torn Achilles' tendon. The Jets missed the playoffs for the 14th straight season. They fired coach Robert Saleh five games into the season and failed to pull things together with Jeff Ulbrich as the interim coach.
"This place is special for me," Glenn said in a statement released by the Jets. "From the time I was drafted and practiced on Long Island, to the time I came back as a scout in New Jersey, this organization has always felt like home. I'm thankful to Mr. Johnson for this opportunity. To our players, prepare to be coached with everything we have. That is our responsibility. I ask that we share the same vision and that's working towards winning a championship. To our fans, simply put, expect a winning team that you will be proud of."
The hiring of Glenn seemingly increases the chances the Jets will hire Lance Newmark, the assistant general manager of the Washington Commanders, as their general manager. Newmark formerly worked for the Lions with Glenn. He has played a key front-office role in helping General Manager Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn turn around the Commanders, who face the Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC championship game Sunday. Newmark would replace Joe Douglas, the general manager who was fired by the Jets in November.
Glenn and Newmark interviewed in person with the Jets on Tuesday at their training facility in Florham Park, New Jersey. It was the second interview with the team for each.
One of the first major decisions for the Jets' new football decision-makers will be to determine whether to retain Rodgers or find a new starter at quarterback. Rodgers, 41, had a few promising moments later in the season but rarely resembled the player who was a four-time MVP with the Green Bay Packers before being traded to the Jets before the 2023 season.
Rodgers has said his preference would be to remain with the Jets if he opts to keep playing and if the team's new coach and general manager want him to stay. Rodgers said during a November appearance on "The Pat McAfee Show" that the Jets would be his "first option" if he does not retire.
"There's a lot of things," Rodgers said then. "Obviously if it's New York, they have to want me to be here. And then the new GM, new staff will have to want me to be with the Jets. And then body-wise, I've got to see how I'm feeling and if I want to sign up to go back to the grind and all that."
Glenn was in demand as a candidate for several teams during this hiring cycle. He was scheduled to have a second interview with the New Orleans Saints later this week for their vacancy. The Saints had to push back their second round of interviews because of a snowstorm in New Orleans. Glenn ended his playing career with the Saints in 2008 and was their defensive backs coach from 2016 to 2020. But he halted the interview process and chose the Jets.
Glenn was a two-time Pro Bowl selection while playing for the Jets between the 1994 and 2001 seasons. He was selected to a third Pro Bowl while playing for the Houston Texans in 2002.
The Lions' defense was decimated this season by injuries, which included the broken leg suffered by standout pass rusher Aidan Hutchinson. Merely patching together a lineup became challenging. But Glenn kept the defense competitive as the Lions won the NFC North and secured the NFC's No. 1 seed. Their bid to make the first Super Bowl appearance in franchise history was derailed Saturday, when they suffered a 45-31 loss to the Commanders in the divisional round of the playoffs.
Glenn's exit means Lions Coach Dan Campbell must replace his offensive coordinator and his defensive coordinator. The Chicago Bears chose Detroit offensive coordinator Ben Johnson as their coach Monday. The Bears announced the hire Tuesday. The Lions' loss jump-started the leaguewide hiring process by making Johnson and Glenn immediately available to be hired, under NFL rules.
The Jets and Bears joined the New England Patriots in selecting new coaches during this hiring cycle. The Patriots hired Mike Vrabel. The Saints, Jacksonville Jaguars, Las Vegas Raiders and Dallas Cowboys continue their coaching searches.
Glenn is the first Black coach to be hired as a head coach during this cycle. The Jets' choice gives the NFL five active Black head coaches, with Glenn joining the Pittsburgh Steelers' Mike Tomlin, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers' Todd Bowles, the Texans' DeMeco Ryans and the Atlanta Falcons' Raheem Morris. Two Black head coaches, the Patriots' Jerod Mayo and the Raiders' Antonio Pierce, were fired after the regular season ended.
The NFL has seven active minority head coaches. That includes the Carolina Panthers' Dave Canales, who is Mexican American, and the Miami Dolphins' Mike McDaniel, who is biracial. The league had nine minority head coaches at the outset of the season. That included Saleh, who is of Lebanese descent.
The Lions will be awarded a pair of third-round draft picks, one in each of the next two drafts, under the NFL program that rewards teams that develop minority head coaching and general manager candidates hired by other franchises.
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Washington Spirit will open the 2025 season on the road
The first of Washington's 13 home games at Audi Field is set for March 22 against the Kansas City Current.
By Ella Brockway | 2025-01-23

The Washington Spirit will open its home slate at Audi Field on March 22 against the Kansas City Current. (Hannah Foslien for The Washington Post) 


The Washington Spirit, seeking to build on the best regular season in club history, will open its 2025 campaign with a pair of road games, including a rematch of last year's NWSL final.
The NWSL on Wednesday released the schedules for all 14 teams. The Spirit will travel to Orlando on March 7 to face the defending champion Pride in the Challenge Cup before opening the regular season March 14 at the Houston Dash.
The first of 13 home games at Audi Field is set for 7:30 p.m. March 22 against the Kansas City Current.
The majority of Washington's home games will be on Saturdays or Sundays, with three Friday night kickoffs. Last year, the Spirit went 12-2-1 at Audi Field, averaging 13,937 fans in the regular season -- the fourth-best mark in the league -- and selling out the Buzzard Point venue three times.
Two of those sellouts came in the playoffs, where the Spirit won first in extra time and then in a penalty shootout to advance to the NWSL championship game for the third time. Washington lost, 1-0, to the Pride in the Nov. 23 final in Kansas City, Missouri.
The Challenge Cup is typically played between the team with the best regular season record and the champion. Since Orlando finished first in points and won the league title, the Spirit (the second-place finisher in the regular season and the playoffs) slotted in.
Washington will face the Pride twice during the regular season: April 19 in Orlando and Oct. 18 in the regular season home finale.
The NWSL is in the second season of a landmark media rights deal with CBS Sports, ESPN, Prime Video and Scripps Sports. The Spirit is set to play at least nine games on major networks (ESPN, ABC and CBS).
The NWSL will pause for a summer break beginning June 23 and resume play Aug. 1. During that window, clubs are allowed to schedule friendlies against league or international competition.
All 14 teams will play Nov. 2, the final day of the regular season. The championship game is set for Nov. 22, with the location to be announced.
The Spirit opened preseason camp in Leesburg on Monday and will head to Florida for warm-weather training next week. It sent four players -- forwards Ashley Hatch and Makenna Morris, midfielder Hal Hershfelt and center back Tara McKeown -- to the U.S. national team's camps this week in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
Coach Jonatan Giraldez and General Manager Mark Krikorian have not made major changes to the roster that helped the Spirit to an 18-6-2 record last year.
Defenders Anna Heilferty and Annaig Butel and forward Lena Silano departed in free agency. Nicole Barnhart, a 12-year veteran of the NWSL, retired and joined the club's staff as an assistant goalkeeping coach.
In the league's first offseason without the college draft -- an effect of a new collective bargaining agreement -- the Spirit signed two players out of the NCAA ranks: midfielder Deborah Abiodun from the University of Pittsburgh and forward Emma Gaines-Ramos from San Diego State. Abiodun, 21, played for the Nigerian national team at the 2023 World Cup and the 2024 Olympics. Gaines-Ramos, 23, is recovering from a knee injury and will begin the season on the injured list.
The club also made three international signings. Last month, it added Japan's Narumi Miura, who is expected to fill the defensive midfield void with Andi Sullivan recovering from an ACL injury suffered in October. It also signed Brazilian 21-year-old Tamara Bolt, a forward who also could contribute at fullback.
On Monday, the Spirit signed Scottish goalkeeper Sandy MacIver from Manchester City on a three-year deal with an option for 2028. The 26-year-old made 11 appearances across all competitions in 21/2 seasons in Manchester and spent much of 2024 rehabbing an ACL injury.
The Spirit paid an undisclosed transfer fee to Manchester City for the move. The club now has four goalkeepers on its roster: starter Aubrey Kingsbury, MacIver, third-year pro Lyza Jessee (nee Bosselmann) and fifth-year pro Kaylie Collins.
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Why NFL teams 'just lose their mind' when paying quarterbacks
The price of a starting NFL quarterback is rising faster than the salary cap -- even for QBs who can't last in the playoffs.
By Adam Kilgore, Emily Giambalvo | 2025-01-22

NFL teams can't stop paying quarterbacks more than the last quarterback to get paid. (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post) 


The Green Bay Packers drafted Jordan Love in 2020 with grand visions. He would replace Aaron Rodgers and extend Green Bay's line of franchise quarterbacks, the most valuable and coveted asset in North American sports, a figure who provides limitless hope for multibillion-dollar businesses.
By last summer, Love had started 18 career games and won just a single playoff start. Yet when Love walked into the Packers' offices July 27, he signed his name to a contract with an average annual value that was tied for the highest in NFL history.
"This position is the most important position on our football team," General Manager Brian Gutekunst said at a news conference later that day. "Nothing really starts until you have that."
As the NFL's conference title games arrive this weekend, the brilliance of the remaining quarterbacks underscores Green Bay's motivation to commit to a franchise-caliber player under center. But the absence of several quarterbacks -- including Love -- supports the logic of a slightly different sentiment: that the escalating contracts handed to signal callers without elite credentials have spiraled beyond sensible management and into something closer to utter desperation.
In the league's salary landscape, the time a quarterback signs his contract matters just as much as, if not more than, his quality as a player. The nine highest-paid quarterbacks in the NFL by the average annual value of their contract all signed extensions in the past two years. Only three have appeared in the Super Bowl, and none have won it. Two -- Tua Tagovailoa of the Miami Dolphins and Justin Herbert of the Los Angeles Chargers -- haven't won even a playoff game. Only one, Philadelphia's Jalen Hurts, will play this weekend.

Green Bay's Jordan Love, left, and Philadelphia's Jalen Hurts are among the highest-paid players in NFL history. (Terrance Williams/AP)


The divisional round of the playoffs highlighted why teams don't flinch at a quarterback's price tag. Four of the 13 quarterbacks whose contracts average at least $45 million annually -- Hurts, Jared Goff, Lamar Jackson and Patrick Mahomes -- led their teams last week. On the other hand, seven of those 13 missed the postseason entirely.
With the NFL's salary cap rising, it makes sense that salaries would go up, too. But contracts for quarterbacks are growing faster than the cap, suggesting that their value to their teams is still increasing. Some have deals worth double the annual value of the highest-paid passers from a decade ago, even when they lack the credentials of their highly compensated peers.
Every position's salary scale is governed by precedent and the ballooning cap. The wide receiver market, for example, soared in 2022 after the Jacksonville Jaguars signed free agent Christian Kirk for $72 million over four years. But quarterback pay has escalated differently. While extension-eligible wideouts on Kirk's level may receive expensive deals, they don't move to the top of the market. Quarterbacks do, in a fashion with no comparison in modern pro sports.
Buffalo Bills superstar and potential MVP Josh Allen, who signed his contract in 2021, is now the 14th-highest-paid quarterback at $43 million per season. During the same offseason that the Packers re-signed Love, the Jaguars signed Trevor Lawrence, the Dolphins signed Tagovailoa and the Dallas Cowboys signed Dak Prescott to contracts that paid them an average of at least $53 million per season, making them four of the five highest-paid players in NFL history. Only Love reached the postseason this year, and his team fell in the first round.
Though it has become standard practice, some in the league question the wisdom of paying top dollar to any entrenched, young starting quarterback. To illustrate the frenzy, one general manager presented a hypothetical scenario: A pass rusher with the pedigree of being chosen in the first round has a breakout -- though not Pro Bowl-level -- season on the precipice of becoming eligible for a contract extension.
"Just because he's up, I'm not going to put him ahead of T.J. Watt and Myles Garrett," the general manager said. "It's the one position that some of these teams/owners just lose their mind over."
The arc of NFL history bends toward the quarterback. Pro football's popularity soared alongside the advent of the modern passing game, which prompted changes to the rule book that protected quarterbacks and promoted passing. The league's dedication to parity ensured a huge proportion of games would be decided in the final minutes. The number of athletes who meet the physical threshold to play quarterback in the NFL is minuscule. Among those, teams must discern who can stride into the huddle and not flinch with his body battered, a catalogue of audibles and scars rattling in his mind, a stadium erupting, a city's dreams and dread in his hands.
"Could he at that point elevate his level of play to take a team to and through victory?" said famed agent Leigh Steinberg, who has represented a passel of top quarterbacks since the 1980s. "Those quarterbacks came at a premium."
The value of top quarterback contracts has swelled in recent years. Since 2020, the largest quarterback contract signed each year has had an average annual value worth at least 22.7 percent of the salary cap at the time of signing, according to Spotrac. A decade ago, the largest quarterback contracts were worth roughly 15 percent of the cap.
After the 2022 season, the Baltimore Ravens and Lamar Jackson engaged in lengthy, sometimes contentious negotiations that ended with him signing a five-year, $260 million contract extension, the largest in the NFL at the time. Less than two years later, seven quarterbacks have signed deals that pay them more on a per-year basis. Not all offer the same guaranteed money, but teams have eagerly paid their quarterbacks more than a passer who had won an MVP award before he signed.
"We made Lamar the highest-paid quarterback because we felt he was the best quarterback in the league," Ravens General Manager Eric DeCosta said shortly before this season. "He won an MVP -- now two MVPs. We're very happy that we did that. Generally speaking, I don't necessarily subscribe to the theory that every time you do a negotiation with a quality player, they need to be the highest-paid player at their position."

Lamar Jackson is one of 13 quarterbacks whose contracts average at least $45 million annually. (Al Bello/Getty Images)


DeCosta pointed to the pressure of precedent, as wielded by agents, as the reason teams feel obliged to pay at the top of the market for lesser players. "The hard part is that when a deal is done, good or bad, that goes into the library of deals that are done," DeCosta said. "And it's used, good or bad, by clubs and by agents."
And those agents, when it comes to quarterbacks, know how badly teams need the position. When teams wed themselves to a quarterback, it's sometimes done less out of eagerness for the marriage than fear of being alone. Without a franchise quarterback, teams worry they have no path to competitive relevance. The scarcity makes them desperate to tie themselves to him -- virtually no matter the cost.
"The critical question for many teams became, even if the player was not quite a sure bet as a franchise quarterback, if not that quarterback, then who?" Steinberg said. "The Dallases of the world faced that question. It wasn't that Dak Prescott had led them to multiple Super Bowls. He's a good quarterback, but because of the market, he got a great contract."
The dynamic can be maddening for franchises such as the Bills, Ravens, Kansas City Chiefs and Cincinnati Bengals. They signed proven franchise quarterbacks and planned for futures around their contractual figures, only for those quarterbacks to gaze upon a rearranged financial landscape that justifies a request for a redone deal.
In the mid-2000s, Tom Brady and Peyton Manning took disparate approaches to their salaries. Brady in his prime accepted contract extensions less than his market value, wanting to provide the New England Patriots financial flexibility to build around him. He could justify it from a strictly economic standpoint: If the Patriots won, his off-field income would more than cover the difference.
Manning bristled at Brady for not maximizing his salary and therefore raising the bar for his peers and quarterbacks who would come after him. Most quarterbacks of this generation have followed Manning's lead -- except one.
The unique contract Mahomes signed in 2020 provided him immense wealth. At 10 years and $450 million, it became, at the time, the largest ever signed in North American sports. It also enabled other quarterbacks to pass him financially as the salary cap grew and provided the Chiefs, at Mahomes's desire, immense flexibility for restructuring the deal and building a permanent contender around him.
Owners have squandered the indirect benefit of Mahomes's decision not to squeeze the Chiefs for every last dollar. Every front office in the NFL could use Mahomes as a benchmark in negotiations: No, we will not pay you more than a three-time Super Bowl champion. Teams still have blown past his salary for obviously lesser players.

Two-time defending champion Patrick Mahomes makes less per year than 12 NFL quarterbacks. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


Last summer, some owners floated the (ultimately far-fetched) idea of creating a separate salary cap for quarterbacks, a person familiar with the discussions said. In theory, it would be a mechanism to protect themselves from their own heedlessness.
The moment a quarterback signs a lucrative extension, his job grows more demanding. The highest-paid quarterbacks make more than 20 percent of the salary cap by average annual value. The question front offices must ask when signing a quarterback is not merely whether he can win the Super Bowl. It's whether he can win the Super Bowl with the roster around him built from 80 percent of the salary cap or less.
Front offices have developed tools to mitigate how a quarterback's contract restricts their ability to build the rest of their roster. While the average annual value of top quarterback contracts has skyrocketed, teams have structured the deals to neutralize how much they count against the salary cap.
Under NFL salary cap rules, signing bonuses are amortized -- spread out over the length of a contract. Front offices can structure contracts to align larger cap hits with years when they project to have more cap room. If they need more cap space, they also can restructure and add years to a player's deal in a way that is cash-neutral for him. Teams that plan wisely and use savvy cap management can have their elite quarterback cake and eat it, too.
"The quarterback contract is likely going to be seen almost like a bank," Steinberg said. "If a team needs to make a move or needs more cap room, they'll come back to that franchise quarterback and ask them to make an adjustment."
But there are intangible risks even if teams maneuver around the cap. Once a team pays a quarterback like an elite passer, it tends to treat him like one -- whether he is or not. The dynamic can trickle down harmfully to other roster decisions.
In a front-office meeting last offseason captured by "Hard Knocks," New York Giants General Manager Joe Schoen justified letting running back Saquon Barkley leave in free agency by pointing to the implication of quarterback Daniel Jones's contract extension. "You're paying the guy $40 million," Schoen said. "It's not to hand the ball off to a $12 million back."
Without Barkley this season, the Giants sank to the bottom of the league, and they ultimately released Jones at his request. Barkley had one of the greatest rushing seasons in NFL history and will play in the NFC championship game for Philadelphia.
For NFL front offices, the career arc of Russell Wilson provides a cautionary example of how a quarterback's rising salary can affect not only a franchise's roster-building ability but also a team's playing style.
After drafting Wilson in 2012 the Seahawks became one of the first teams to exploit the roster-building benefit of a quarterback on a rookie contract. They constructed a defensive juggernaut bolstered by a power running game and Wilson's knack for clutch playmaking.
After extending Wilson's contract, Seattle lost financial flexibility and also felt compelled to justify his salary by orienting its offense around his passing. In Wilson's first four seasons, the Seahawks had the No. 1 scoring defense every year, went to two Super Bowls and averaged 11.5 victories per year along with 32.2 running plays per game. In the next six years, with Wilson playing on a pair of extensions, the Seahawks missed the playoffs twice, didn't reach the conference championship game and averaged 9.8 wins per season -- and 27.4 rushes per game.
No matter the potential pitfalls, the risk of paying a mega-contract to a quarterback without elite credentials, for most teams, is less than the risk of trying to find a new one. Teams probably will keep taking those risks, spending ever-greater sums on passers with no guarantee of the ultimate payoff.
"Is there a limit?" Steinberg asked. "No."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-23
NHL
10 p.m. Washington at Seattle >>> Monumental Sports Network 2, WJFK (106.7 FM)
NBA
2 p.m. San Antonio vs. Indiana >>> NBA TV
7:30 p.m. Miami at Milwaukee >>> TNT
10 p.m. Boston at Los Angeles Lakers >>> TNT
10:30 p.m. Washington at Los Angeles Clippers >>> Monumental Sports Network, WFED (1500 AM)
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
5 p.m. Hampton at William & Mary >>> CBS Sports Network
7 p.m. Samford at Chattanooga >>> ESPNU
7 p.m. Wichita State at Memphis >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. Western Kentucky at Louisiana Tech >>> CBS Sports Network
9 p.m. Maryland at Illinois >>> Fox Sports 1, WTEM (980 AM)
9 p.m. Morehead State at Eastern Illinois >>> ESPNU
9 p.m. Appalachian State at Arkansas State >>> ESPN2
9 p.m. San Francisco at St. Mary's >>> CBS Sports Network
11 p.m. Utah Valley at Cal Baptist >>> ESPNU
11 p.m. Washington State at Santa Clara >>> CBS Sports Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6 p.m. Maryland at Ohio State >>> Big Ten Network
6 p.m. North Carolina State at Syracuse >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Kentucky at Texas A&M >>> SEC Network
7 p.m. UCLA at Rutgers >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. Duke at SMU >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. Illinois at Northwestern >>> Big Ten Network
8 p.m. Tennessee at Texas >>> ESPN
GOLF
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Farmers Insurance Open, second round >>> Golf Channel
3:30 a.m. (Friday) DP World Tour: Ras al Khaimah Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
12:45 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Olympiacos at Porto >>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Real Sociedad at Lazio >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
10:30 p.m. Australian Open, men's semifinal >>> ESPN
3:30 a.m. (Friday) Australian Open, men's semifinal >>> ESPN
FIGURE SKATING
7 p.m. U.S. championships: Women's short program >>> USA Network
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Meta courted Trump. Now comes the backlash from Facebook, Instagram users.
If you were surprised to see yourself suddenly following President Donald Trump on Instagram and Facebook this week, it's not because Meta forced you to, the social media company says.
By Tatum Hunter, Heather Kelly | 2025-01-23

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post; iStock)


If you were surprised to see yourself suddenly following President Donald Trump on Instagram and Facebook this week, it's not because Meta forced you to, the social media company says.
The apps' @POTUS, @FLOTUS and @VP accounts transfer over with each new administration.
But online, unfounded claims swirled that Meta had worked with the new Trump administration to promote its accounts. Some even speculated the company had acquired TikTok over the weekend to further consolidate Americans' social media options. Some called for a boycott of Meta platforms, which include Instagram, Threads and WhatsApp.
"If TikTok is gone, they get all the ad money back," said one video, discussing Meta's alleged involvement in the ban. "And taking all your data for themselves in the meantime."
"This is the same procedure we followed during the last presidential transition," Meta spokesman Andy Stone said Wednesday on Threads. "It may take some time for follow and unfollow requests to go through as these accounts change hands."
Meta has been a regular subject of controversy for years -- protesters organized an early "Quit Facebook Day" in 2010 over what they said were confusing and limited privacy controls. More than a decade later, the short-lived ban on competing app TikTok, combined with the sight of a president flanked by tech billionaires at his inauguration, set off a new wave of anti-Meta frustration and paranoia this week among users. Many took to the internet to wonder aloud about the perils of mass data collection and of alleged government-controlled social media. Some are deleting their accounts in protest. Others are settling in for the ride.
Michael Raine, 50, stayed on Facebook and Instagram while the apps weathered other scandals -- for instance, when a whistleblower revealed internal research in 2021 indicating that Instagram harms the mental health of young girls. But when Meta adjusted its content policies this month to stop third-party fact-checking and relaxed its rules around hate speech, Raine reconsidered.
He didn't want to see anti-LGBTQ+ content on his feed, he said. He also didn't want to contribute to the sprawling wealth of Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, who stood behind Trump at his Monday inauguration along with other tech billionaires.

A who's who of tech CEOs and their partners attended Donald Trump's inauguration. (Shawn Thew/Pool/Reuters)


"I can't imagine that I personally can make any difference in their wealth, power or influence," he said. "But I can't be a part of offering them my life and my joy to then turn it back around and make money off of me."
Seeing chatter on TikTok about Meta's data collection sealed the deal, Raine said. He has been reaching out to about 50 friends he'd like to stay in touch with out of his 9,000 or so Facebook connections, he said. When he is done, he says, he will delete the account.
This isn't the first time that anger around Meta -- accused in 2020 of being a monopoly by the Federal Trade Commission -- has sparked an exodus. In 2018, the discovery that political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica had harvested data from more than 87 million Facebook users for political advertising led some -- including the business pages for Elon Musk's Tesla and SpaceX -- to quit. Last year, artists on Instagram organized to leave the app in protest of Meta's AI training policies.
The incidents haven't kept Meta's money and user base from growing: The company reported $40.59 billion in revenue during the third quarter of 2024, a 19 percent increase from the year before, according to financial filings. And while the share of U.S. teens who use Facebook plummeted from 71 percent in 2014 to 32 percent in 2024, according to Pew Research, the app saw growth among users ages 18 to 29 last year due to Marketplace and Groups features, Meta has said.
But for some young users who were children or teens during PR meltdowns such as Cambridge Analytica, the recent crop of critical claims about Meta may be the first they have entertained. Some videos on TikTok accused Zuckerberg of orchestrating the app's ban -- and indeed, Meta paid a consulting firm to malign TikTok. Others asked why Meta hasn't received the same legal treatment as TikTok if it also collects vast amounts of hyper-specific user information. A few poked fun at Zuckerberg's recent statements on the "Joe Rogan Experience" podcast about "culturally neutered" workplaces with insufficient "masculine energy."
Others spread unsupported claims about Meta's relationship with the Trump administration after many were startled to see themselves following Trump, Vice President JD Vance and first lady Melania Trump. 
Rasheq Zarif, a 43-year-old in San Francisco, said he is seriously considering leaving Facebook in light of Zuckerberg's presence at Trump's inauguration and the company's recent policy changes eliminating fact-checking.
"I have done my best to block and unfollow specific content that's being pushed to me, but the amount of content that's irrelevant or trying to skew my opinions is overwhelming," he said.
A Silicon Valley veteran, Zarif sees the industry's alignment with the new administration as a sign that Trump will have more influence over the tech industry going forward.
Users who don't like it have limited options for pushing back. A Washington Post investigation in 2021 found that Facebook collects data about you even when you're not using the app or don't have an account.
As for Zarif, he said leaving social media could give this generation an opportunity to connect with what's important in their lives. "Pick up the phone and call a friend."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2025/01/23/meta-potus-instagram-facebook-tiktok-users/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How China is reacting to Trump amid tariff threats, TikTok bans
Beijing was steeling itself for a first-week assault from Donald Trump. That hasn't happened -- yet -- so Chinese leaders are making nice and hoping to cut a deal.
By Christian Shepherd, Lyric Li | 2025-01-23

Chinese President Xi Jinping takes part in the APEC summit in Lima, Peru on Nov. 16. (Sean Kilpatrick/Canadian Press/AP)


President Donald Trump, before taking office Monday, was ratcheting up the rhetoric against Beijing, threatening tariffs of as high as 60 percent on Chinese imports and surrounding himself with China hawks.
But his first three days back in the White House have not included broad attacks on China.
Since being sworn in, Trump paused a ban on TikTok and held fire on launching a trade war with China, vowing instead to target Mexico and Canada with higher tariffs.
In the apparent lull, Beijing has been angling for a reset in strained U.S.-China ties, even as it touts an arsenal of retaliatory tools and a network of partners, like Russia, it can rely on if relations sour.
"Trump loves esteem, and China is clearly showing him the esteem that he wants," said Xin Qiang, a professor of international relations at Fudan University in Shanghai.
Here's how Beijing has been positioning itself to cushion against the uncertainty of Trump.
China has so far avoided making threats in response to Trump floating a 10 percent punitive duty on Chinese imports to pressure Beijing to do more to crack down on Chinese fentanyl suppliers. This might be, in part, because 10 percent is a lot less than the 60 percent Trump was threatening.
The Chinese government has emphasized its readiness to work with Trump to reach a deal on trade imbalances, a marked departure from its combative warnings in response to trade measures in the final months of the Biden administration.
Asked about 10 percent tariffs on Thursday, China's Ministry of Commerce said it hoped that "under the strategic guidance of the two heads of state," the two sides would be able to manage differences, in line with Beijing's preference for working directly with Trump to reach a deal.
Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang, speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, this week, said China was looking for a "win-win and all-win" solution to trade tensions "based on mutually beneficial cooperation, and through communication and coordination."
Beijing appears to have slightly changed its position on TikTok in the past few days. It had consistently opposed the sale of the video app by its Chinese parent company, ByteDance.
But China's Foreign Ministry responded with relative openness this week to Trump's proposal of a 50-50 joint venture between ByteDance and an American company.
Instead of reiterating denunciations of unfair suppression of Chinese companies, the Foreign Ministry has, in recent days, underscored how TikTok has helped boost American jobs and employment, and it urged Trump to "listen to the voice of reason."
It has also signaled that it won't necessarily block a deal.
"When it comes to actions such as the operation and acquisition of businesses, we believe they should be independently decided by companies in accordance with market principles," ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said Monday.

TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew attends Donald Trump's inauguration in Washington on Monday. (Shawn Thew/Pool/European Pressphoto Agency)


Beijing has joined Panama in rejecting Trump's recent repeated claim that China is "operating" the Panama Canal.
"China does not take part in managing or operating the canal. China has never, ever interfered," Mao said Wednesday.
But Beijing has tried to distance itself from the debate, insisting that it has nothing to do with decision-making in the Hong Kong-based company that runs ports at either end of the waterway.
Although Hong Kong technically has a degree of autonomy, Beijing has tightened controls on the once-freewheeling territory and its business elites since 2020 by imposing draconian security laws.
The company that has drawn Trump's ire, Hong Kong-based Hutchison Ports, is one the largest of its kind in the world, operating more than 50 ports worldwide, including  some in Latin America.
Hutchison was granted a concession in 1997 to operate two ports at either end of the 50-mile canal that forms a critical trade route from the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Authorities in Panama have promised an audit of the deal after Trump's accusations.
China's slowing economy is probably a factor in Beijing's efforts to get along with Trump.
Although the Chinese government hit its target of 5 percent growth for 2024, that was only achieved through a major stimulus and a big bump in exports, as buyers rushed orders ahead of possible tariffs from Trump in the final months of the year.
But Beijing's figures are contested. The Rhodium Group, a New York-based research firm, put the actual growth rate at around half the official rate.
That positive momentum is fragile and a fresh trade fight with the United States -- China's largest national export market -- could knock between 0.6 to 2.5 percentage points off Chinese gross domestic product over the next two years, the Economist Intelligence Unit, a think tank, has estimated.
The risk of losing a rare bright spot in the economy to another trade fight gives Beijing a strong reason to head off tariffs, if possible, analysts say.
While Beijing has kept quiet on the possibility of striking a deal before tariffs are imposed, Chinese foreign-affairs analysts have spent months talking up the prospect of an early agreement to avert a spiraling trade war.
"Beijing has stayed in communication with Trump and his team and worked hard in the hope of getting an acceptable deal," said Xin, the Fudan University professor.

President Donald Trump speaks about artificial intelligence and infrastructure with journalists at the White House on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


According to Xin, China is still assessing whether Trump will single out China or impose tariffs indiscriminately. If the latter, he said, then "there is a lot of room for negotiation and Beijing might be willing to make more compromises on its non-core interests."
Such an agreement would buy Beijing time but it might not prevent a later fallout. Trump on Monday ordered the U.S. trade representative to assess China's performance in meeting the terms of a "phase one" trade deal signed in 2020. Experts widely agree that Beijing missed its target of buying $200 billion in American goods and services, in part thanks to the coronavirus pandemic.
Outreach to Trump is only one part of Beijing's strategy. It is also working to mend bridges with countries wary of Trump's "America First" policies and further Chinese leader Xi Jinping's efforts be seen as a responsible leader in a multipolar world.
After ending a three-year standoff with India over a disputed border in October, Beijing has moved to thaw relations with Japan, with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi last week saying this was a "crucial" moment for the countries' bilateral relations. He is expected visit to Tokyo soon.
China is also signaling readiness to take on a bigger role in multilateral organizations, international trade and climate negotiations as Trump has  moved to pull the United States out of the World Health Organization and the Paris climate agreement (again).
This week, China's Foreign Ministry said the role of the WHO "should only be strengthened rather than weakened" in response to a question about the American withdrawal. Meanwhile, Ding, the vice premier, was in Davos positioning Beijing as a champion of globalization and an upholder of "true multilateralism."
Such comments echo a similar bid by Xi during Trump's first term. That bid for global leadership saw mixed success -- its message of openness undercut by Beijing's aggressive diplomacy, rising trade tensions and intensifying Chinese military activity in the Asia-Pacific.
But this time, Xi has signaled that he won't be alone in pushing to reshape the global order. On Tuesday, hours after Trump's inauguration, Xi hailed a "flourishing" relationship with Moscow in a video chat with Russian President Vladimir Putin and called for a renewed push to jointly "defend the international system."
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'The vibes were off': How half a day without TikTok changed everything
Most people slept through the bulk of TikTok's outage. But the political play and a list of things that seem new or different on the app have left a bad taste in some users' mouths. 
By Tatum Hunter, Lisa Bonos, Gaya Gupta, Heather Kelly | 2025-01-23

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


When Alex Pearlman rejoined TikTok after the app went dark overnight in the United States last weekend, things just weren't the same.
Certain shopping and live-streaming features weren't working yet, said the 40-year-old comedy and politics content creator with 2.8 million followers. Videos were getting taken down for reasons their makers couldn't discern. But most importantly, Pearlman said, the energy had shifted.
"The vibes were off," he said. "I don't think the old TikTok we knew really exists anymore."
TikTok went down dramatically Saturday night, just before a federal ban that was upheld by the Supreme Court was set to go into effect. It was back online the next day, after receiving assurances from then President-elect Donald Trump that he would sign an executive order preventing the company from being fined.
On Sunday afternoon, as the app sputtered back to life, the manic mood that marked TikTok's last 24 hours before shutting down Saturday night was gone. Many said something felt different. There was trepidation and paranoia over the app's complimentary mentions of President Donald Trump in both its goodbye and welcome back messages, as well as concerns about features not working.
A number of users reported searches on anti-Trump hashtags and "fascism" were being hidden Monday and Tuesday. Some people are deleting the app over the shift.
A TikTok spokesperson said the company did not change its algorithm or policies over the weekend. In an update sent to users Monday, TikTok said some features may be temporarily unstable or unavailable while it restores service.
Pearlman said that since the app came back online he's seen a flurry of negative sentiment and conspiracies around Meta. Some users spread an unfounded claim that TikTok temporarily went offline because it had been bought by Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg. Others asked why Meta, which has been shown to collect vast amounts of data on its users, hasn't been subject to the same scrutiny as TikTok. In 2022, The Washington Post reported that Meta paid one of the biggest Republican consulting firms in the country to orchestrate a nationwide campaign seeking to turn the public against TikTok.
"A lot of people are traumatized by the back and forth, especially people I know who rely on TikTok for income," said Ariel Tusa, 35, who has been using TikTok since 2020. "I think we're all afraid it's going to be Meta or, worse, owned by the government."
Meta, which owns Instagram, Threads and WhatsApp, did not respond to a request for comment.
While TikTok is no longer blocking U.S. users, it's still dealing with technical fallout from the ban. Tump's executive order issued Monday said the ban would be delayed by 75 more days so he can "pursue a resolution," but Apple and Google have not yet restored TikTok or other ByteDance products to their app stores as they await legal clarity.
Some people report they're using TikTok less or have deleted it, while others are exploring alternatives such as Chinese-owned RedNote. Meta and Google both make competing products, and there are other options such as Clapper, Flip and Fanbase.
"Any time the government tries to control speech, the people will find their way around it. These young people are exercising their rights in this marketplace of ideas," said Israel Balderas, who's taught about the Supreme Court taking up the TikTok ban in his media law class at Elon University.
TikTok's audience is vast. A third of U.S. adults use TikTok, and the majority of teens ages 13 to 17 use the platform, according to surveys the Pew Research Center conducted in 2024. Pew also found that 52 percent of U.S. TikTok users regularly consume news content there. The U.S. adults who get their news on TikTok tend to be younger, female and Democrats, Pew found.
This isn't the first time TikTok users have thought about what might happen if they didn't have access to the app. Heather DiRocco, a 38-year-old TikTok creator in Bozeman, Montana, was among a handful of creators to sue the state in 2023 when Montana's legislature attempted to ban TikTok there, and failed. DiRocco is still angry about last weekend's blackout, even though access to the app has been restored for the United States. On Sunday, she posted a short video telling followers: "do NOT let go of that anger you felt last night" when TikTok was briefly unavailable.
DiRocco has been experimenting with other apps, like Clapper and RedNote, but she still prefers TikTok.
"Pivoting to a new app is not the same. Having to start over and rebuild -- it's like I've invested in a business and my business has been shut down without recouping my losses," she said in a phone interview Monday.
Before the app's short hiatus, DiRocco was already frustrated with the ways she felt TikTok was changing: In the past six months, she said, it's become harder to reach a larger audience and TikTok Shop was making the app feel more like an e-commerce machine than an entertainment engine.
Some creators see TikTok going dark, and getting close to Trump, as a warning of what could come next in the United States.
"During these next four years, it is going to be absolutely important for us to fight censorship on every level," Cait Jacobs, a 26-year-old creator in Long Island, said in a post Monday.
Jacobs, who has more than 300,000 TikTok followers, connected the brief interruption in access to TikTok to the efforts to ban books in the United States. This "isn't happening in a vacuum," she said, before noting that book bans are "expected to get worse during Trump's second term."
"A lot of people are very aware of the fact that all these platforms could be taken away from us in an instant," Jacobs said in a phone interview Monday. Going forward, she's "going to be even more careful to diversify the platforms that I'm on and never feel too comfortable in just one place," Jacobs added. She plans to be more active on Instagram, YouTube and Bluesky.
L. Michelle Smith has gone one step further and deleted her TikTok app. An author and executive coach based in Texas, Smith was alarmed when she saw the app's shutdown message mention Trump.
"I have never, ever seen any social media platform call out someone in a political position of power in such a direct way," she said.
When a similar message welcoming people back explicitly thanked the president, she said her "Spidey senses" went off. Given that she had a relatively smaller following on TikTok over other platforms that she had been on much longer, such as Instagram and LinkedIn, she decided to delete the app.
"It just seems that the government is very closely involved and might [continue to] be moving forward, which gives me pause," she said.
After seeing that TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew would attend Trump's inauguration, along with Elon Musk and Zuckerberg, Alex Nadirashvili, a 22-year-old working in sales operations in New York City, felt uneasy. By Sunday, he'd deleted TikTok and Facebook.
"These past few years have taught me to approach anything online-related with caution," he said. "I became worried that this app was going to join the ranks of the other mega social medias, like X and Facebook, that are actively pushing right-wing content and dismantling their fact-checking process."
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Officers found a man shot in the head and left him to die, body-cam shows
Two St. Louis officers have been barred from Missouri law enforcement after allegedly abandoning a gunshot victim because they didn't want to bother helping him.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2025-01-23

St. Louis police body-camera footage from Sept. 10, 2023, shows officers Austin Fraser and Ty Warren walking away from a man who had shot himself in the head.


Urayoan Alejandro Rodriguez-Rivera called St. Louis police at 6:13 p.m. on Sept. 10, 2023, to tell them he was going to kill himself. By the time two officers found him in Forest Park 13 minutes later, he had shot himself in the head and was clinging to life.
At first, the officers thought the 29-year-old was dead, body-camera footage shows. Then they discovered he was still breathing -- barely.
"We need to take this [guy], then," said Ty Warren, who according to authorities was referring to the need to take responsibility for the call and write reports about what happened.
"We ain't taking this [mess]," his partner, Austin Fraser, replied, according to the Missouri Attorney General's Office. "Let's cruise around and come back."
Fraser and Warren didn't try to give Rodriguez-Rivera any medical help, Assistant Attorney General David Hansen alleged in a disciplinary complaint. They didn't tell dispatch that they had found him or that he needed an ambulance. They didn't try to find the gun he had been shot with.
Instead, one minute after finding Rodriguez-Rivera, the officers left him, exiting the park and returning to their patrol vehicle as they laughed and joked around with each other, Warren's body-cam footage shows. They returned minutes later, pretending to stumble upon Rodriguez-Rivera's body for the first time as another officer called for an ambulance and took the lead on the call.
Within days, the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department fired Fraser, and within weeks, Warren had also left the department. Fraser's peace officer license was revoked earlier this month, after Warren's had already been -- meaning they can no longer work as law enforcement officers anywhere in the state, said Mike O'Connell, spokesman for the Missouri Department of Public Safety.
The Missouri attorney general's office accused the former officers of violating two statutes: gross misconduct and committing an act of "reckless disregard."
"By concealing from his fellow officers and his department that he had already located, and abandoned, a mortally wounded citizen who was the subject of an emergency call, while a dozen fellow officers continued a search, Fraser committed an act of gross misconduct demonstrating he lacks ability to function as a police officer," Hansen alleged in his complaint, which he filed on May 1.
Fraser and Warren did not respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post.
The St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department confirmed that Fraser and Warren no longer work at the agency but declined to comment further about the case. The department "holds its officers to the highest of standards. Appropriate disciplinary action will be taken if an officer is found to have violated policies," spokesman Mitch McCoy said in a statement.
Both officers were relatively new to law enforcement when they responded to Rodriguez-Rivera's suicide call. Both graduated from the police academy in May 2020, McCoy said. Warren had worked for the department since graduation, while Fraser had left in October 2022 and returned in August 2023, McCoy added.
Less than two weeks later, Fraser was partnered with Warren when they got the call about a possible suicide in Forest Park, found Rodriguez-Rivera gasping for life and at 6:27 decided to leave because, according to authorities, they couldn't be bothered to help.
So, as Fraser suggested, the two officers got into their vehicle at about 6:28 and cruised around, driving in a small loop encircling the northeast corner of the 1,300-acre park, the complaint and body-cam footage shows. Meanwhile, other officers responding to the call for service kept searching for Rodriguez-Rivera.
At 6:35, Fraser and Warren returned to the park, got out of their vehicle and spotted another officer, Timothy Tubbs. Together, the three officers walked toward Rodriguez-Rivera, although Tubbs didn't see him at first, the footage shows. As Fraser and Warren trailed Tubbs, neither told him that they had already found the man he was searching for.
At 6:39, Tubbs can be seen spotting Rodriguez-Rivera where Fraser and Warren had left him a few minutes earlier. He was still breathing, prompting Tubbs to notify dispatch and request an ambulance.
He then walked around, looking for the gun Rodriguez-Rivera used to shoot himself but told his fellow officers he didn't see one, the footage shows.
While waiting for the ambulance, one officer noted Warren's absence, according to the video.
"Warren's pretty good at just dipping randomly, which I think he already did," the officer said in his body-cam footage, adding: "You know what's [messed] up? Warren and Fraser just left."
Several minutes later, an ambulance took Rodriguez-Rivera to a hospital, where he died, Hansen said in his complaint.
The St. Louis city medical examiner ruled his death a suicide, and an investigator with the office reported that his mother said her son had struggled with depression for 17 years, according to his autopsy report. Rodriguez-Rivera left two suicide notes, one at the scene and another at his apartment, the report states.
Police determined that Rodriguez-Rivera owned the .380-caliber handgun he used to shoot himself. Although they didn't find the gun at the scene, officers did find a .380 casing and, upon searching Rodriguez-Rivera's apartment, a case for the gun on his bed. His roommates said they knew of his gun. Police determined that someone had stolen it before officers arrived at the scene.
Fraser and Warren's deception was discovered by their supervisor during a routine review of body-camera footage, Hansen said in his complaint. When confronted, Warren admitted he made a "dumb" decision by succumbing to pressure from Fraser.
On Sept. 14, 2023, the department fired Fraser. Six weeks later, Warren was also gone.
On May 1, 2024, Hansen filed disciplinary complaints against Fraser and Warren at the state level, which can affect a peace officer's license and ability to work at any law enforcement agency in Missouri.
In the eight months since the state attorney general's office filed complaints, neither Fraser nor Warren has formally responded, state records show. Fraser's license was revoked earlier this month, and Warren's had been taken away before then.
In a text written in Spanish and translated by The Post, Rodriguez-Rivera's mother said she was "sad and distressed by the actions of these two policemen," which she didn't think were possible from public officials who are supposed to help the people they serve. But, she added, she won't sue "because I don't want to live with that additional agony."
But that doesn't mean they will escape future punishment, she added.
"I will leave it to God to do his justice."
Maria Luisa Paul contributed to this report.
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Los Angeles begins long recovery from fires -- and braces for new disasters
Officials released details about the recovery effort from the initial Los Angeles fires -- an effort expected to last up to 18 months as authorities clear the wreckage. 
By Reis Thebault, Scott Dance | 2025-01-23

Ella Venne searches through the remnants of her family's home in Altadena, California, after the Eaton Fire destroyed it. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


LOS ANGELES -- Two weeks after disastrous fires first sparked across this county of 10 million people, residents and officials are confronting twin tasks: beginning a long, daunting recovery while girding for more danger, like possible landslides or even a fast-growing new blaze.
As hints of normalcy creep back into Los Angeles life -- with schools reopening and evacuees allowed to return to some undamaged areas -- risks in the forecast were a stark reminder that this remains a turbulent time here.
And it won't end soon. Officials released details Wednesday about the complex recovery effort -- expected to last for up to 18 months as authorities work to clear the wreckage. The new timeline comes amid mounting anxiety among residents who feel locked in limbo, unsure of when they might be able to return home or rebuild.
"We have to function on multiple levels," Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said Wednesday morning as she surveyed the city's preparation for weekend rain. "We have to continue with the response to the fires, while we anticipate rains, and also are focused on recovery -- all at the same time."
Much of the county remained under a red flag wind warning this week -- not due to expire until late Friday morning. There were still a "few more hours before we are out of the danger," Bass said during that tour, as more fierce Santa Ana winds kept Angelenos on edge.
As the mayor spoke, the Hughes Fire ignited nearly 40 miles north in the mountains near the Castaic Lake reservoir. It quickly exploded, growing to more than 10,000 acres in a matter of hours and forcing another set of evacuations -- tens of thousands of nearby residents forced from their homes.
In a region still reeling from the first round of infernos, new sparks spurred fresh waves of fear and only expanded the zones of recovery. As the Hughes Fire grew overnight, a smaller brush fire broke out on the eastern side of the key 405 freeway, though fire crews halted its spread soon after.
At the same time, with showers projected for Saturday and Sunday, officials scrambled to prepare for the prospect of rain-driven slides in the areas already burned.

The Hughes Fire erupted north of Los Angeles on Wednesday. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


City workers filled sandbags and hauled in concrete barriers to prevent ash and debris from washing into waterways, while firefighters reinforced scorched hillsides in danger of sliding.
Los Angeles leaders were also preparing for a visit from President Donald Trump, who said he would take in the damage on Friday. Bass was one of several officials to extend Trump an invitation and said it was "incumbent upon us to make sure he understands exactly what's been happening here."
In Pacific Palisades and Altadena -- the two areas most harmed in the initial firestorm -- the sprawling cleanup and rebuilding efforts were coming into clearer focus this week. Officials outlined what will be a lengthy process to allow residents to safely return to homes that are still standing and to clear the charred remains of others so they can be rebuilt.
The Environmental Protection Agency is sending some 500 inspectors to scour debris and remove hazardous substances, including lead- or asbestos-tainted building materials, household chemicals, batteries and fuel tanks. They began that work Jan. 16, Tara Fitzgerald, the incident commander leading the EPA's response to the fires, said at a news conference Wednesday.
That has allowed some residents to begin safely visiting their homes during the day to sift through the detritus or collect undamaged items, though a curfew remains in place in burned areas from 6 p.m. through 6 a.m.
Officials said homeowners should avoid digging through ruins if the EPA has not cleared their property. The area remains treacherous.
"This is toxic material that people should not be handling," said Randall Winston, Los Angeles's deputy mayor of infrastructure.
And even where the inspections have already occurred, risks from contamination and ash still in the air meant that some -- especially children and the elderly -- should consider steering clear as long as possible, said Los Angeles County Supervisor Lindsey Horvath, whose district burned in the Palisades Fire.
"If you can wait, we encourage you to do so," Horvath said.
And in many neighborhoods, significant work remains to reconnect unscathed homes to utilities before residents will be able to return for good, Horvath added.
Where the flames destroyed block after block, meanwhile, work to clear out heaps of debris could begin as soon as March, according to the Army Corps of Engineers.
And once it does begin, it could take about 18 months to complete, said Col. Eric Swenson, commander of the Corps' recovery field office. Officials said the $550 million budget allotted for the work may need to grow.
Swenson also led the debris removal process after fires destroyed structures on about 1,600 land parcels on Maui last year. It took nine months to complete.
Around Los Angeles, the destruction is scattered across more than 10,000 parcels, Swenson said in an interview.
After these fires, he said, "in terms of size and scope, this is a much bigger operation."
The Palisades burn zone buzzed with activity on Wednesday. Food trucks lined Sunset Boulevard, serving lunch to the legions of firefighters, police officers and construction crews who were working across the vast stretch of leveled tracts.
Flatbed trucks hauled off the twisted remains of melted cars, and signs on many street corners warned passersby to avoid drinking the area's water.
City fliers posted outside each property color-coded the devastation: Green papers were taped to the mailboxes and garages of homes that appeared intact; bright red leaflets were staked into the ground outside those reduced to rubble.
They read "unsafe."
After the EPA determines a site is safe to clear, the Army Corps will need the signed permission of each property's owner before it can begin work. That complicated process could help determine exactly how long removal will take across the 37,000 acres that the Palisades and Eaton fires burned, Swenson said.
While county officials noted Wednesday that residents could choose to hire private contractors to clear their debris, they urged them to opt in to the Army Corps process to help move the recovery along as swiftly as possible.
"It is incredibly important we get widespread participation," said County Supervisor Kathryn Barger, who represents northern Los Angeles suburbs, including the area facing the exploding Hughes Fire on Wednesday.
For Angelenos, the details could help ease what has been an agonizing wait for answers about what the coming weeks or months or even years will look like.
Kambiz Kamdar and his family finally returned to home to the Highlands area of the Palisades on Sunday to at least some relief: Their house appeared to suffer only smoke damage. Kamdar, a contractor and developer, said group texts with friends and neighbors have been full of speculation about how long it might be before they can return home -- or before rebuilding can even begin.
With so many questions, he said, he has tried to encourage patience.
"Until someone definitely says what's happening, it's just noise," Kamdar said. "It's a lot of doomsday scenarios and a lot of fear because we're not getting any answers."
Recovery, and the future, remain "impossible" to picture for Dani Valdes, who lost the Altadena home she shared with her mother, sister and children.
They had been in the middle of a renovation -- the last kitchen cabinet installed just as the Santa Anas began to howl.
"The damage is so catastrophic," Valdes said. "Based on what I see, it looks like it would be years before we would even be close to starting to rebuild."

Properties damaged by the Palisades Fire in Malibu. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


Meanwhile, the dangers of more crises linger.
The National Weather Service said dry, whipping winds will keep fire danger elevated into Friday. After that comes a narrow risk of flooding rains, before the wind is likely to return.
Up to half an inch of rainfall is forecast across most of Southern California over the weekend as a low-pressure system moves down from Canada, meteorologists said. But if it brings cold enough air, it could also produce thunderstorms with heavier downpours -- highly unusual for this part of the country and at this time of year -- as it clashes with the hot and dry conditions spread over the region.
The chances of thunderstorms are only about 10 percent, said Mike Wofford, a Weather Service meteorologist based in Oxnard, California. But given what Los Angeles has been through and how much havoc downpours could wreak across massive burn scars, Wofford said meteorologists are nonetheless stressing the potential for yet another disaster. Officials are worried that even a small amount of runoff could ferry toxins into the ocean, and that if enough rain soaked the hills, it could trigger a landslide.
"It's a long shot," he said, "but not a zero chance."
The odds that the rainfall could be enough to ease fire dangers and erase a widespread and severe drought, on the other hand?
"Basically zero," he said.
Joshua Partlow contributed to this report.
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Mapping the L.A. wildfires from Palisades to Eaton and Hurst
We're tracking the fires in Los Angeles, California. See maps of recently burned areas and key locations in the vicinity of the fire.
By Amaya Verde, Adrian Blanco Ramos, Dylan Moriarty, Janice Kai Chen, Laris Karklis, Aaron Steckelberg, Nick Mourtoupalas | 2025-01-23
After igniting during the second week of January, the wildfires in Southern California have burned over 40,000 acres and killed more than 20 people.
Four fires remain active in the Los Angeles area as dangerous Santa Ana winds continued to blow through the tinder-dry conditions that have plagued the region.
The Hughes Fire started Wednesday north of Los Angeles and has forced evacuation orders in and around the Castaic Lake area which border the city of Santa Clarita. It has burned more than 10,000 acres so far.
A new fire broke out early Thursday morning near Interstate 405 in the area of North Sepulveda Boulevard and Getty Center Drive.
The Palisades Fire, which broke out near the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, has burned over 23,000 acres while the Eaton Fire, which erupted to the northeast, has burned more than 14,000 acres, according to Cal Fire.
Firefighters have contained nine other fires: the Lidia Fire in Antelope Valley; the Sunset Fire in the Hollywood Hills; the Woodley Fire in the Sepulveda Basin of the San Fernando Valley; the Archer Fire in Granada Hills; the Kenneth Fire by Hidden Hills, which grew to over 1,000 acres; the Scout Fire, which broke out near Riverside but was quickly contained; the Little Mountain Fire that emerged in San Bernardino County; and the Hurst Fire, in the north near San Fernando, which has burned over 700 acres and the Auto Fire in Ventura County.
The largest of the three actives blazes so far in Los Angeles County has destroyed more than 5,300 structures since it began two weeks ago, according to Los Angeles Fire Department.
With the Eaton Fire, the Palisades Fire is expected to be the most destructive in Los Angeles County's history.
Maxar, a commercial imaging firm, captured the destruction of the Los Angeles fires during their first few days. The satellite imagery reveals how entire neighborhood blocks were completely burned. The following shows destroyed houses near Marathon Road in Altadena, California.
Using shortwave infrared imagery, Maxar captured shots of burning homes in Altadena. Below is a blended image showing the hundreds of fires that ravaged the area.

Satellite image from January 8 (c)2025 Maxar Technologies 


Both Palisades and Eaton fires grew exponentially in a matter of hours, due to fierce Santa Ana winds and dry vegetation from a rainfall shortage.
Santa Ana windstorms happen regularly in Southern California, but experts say the current winds fueling the fires are stronger than usual.
Pressure changes create winds
Santa Ana winds usually occur from fall to spring, when a high-pressure system forms over the deserts of the Great Basin. The high pressure circulates clockwise, pushing air westward toward the lower-pressure areas of the coast. This region experiences Santa Ana windstorms multiple times a year.
Air gets hotter and drier
As the wind flows over the Sierra Nevada and Santa Ana mountains, it drops from high elevation to sea level. The sinking air becomes compressed and heats up, and its relative humidity drops.
Gaps in the mountains form wind tunnels
The wind speeds up as it pours over the mountains, particularly where it is forced through passes and canyons like water through a funnel. Gusts of 40 to 60 mph or even stronger are common. Suddenly dry, warm -- or downright hot -- air is whooshing toward the coast.
The result is like a giant hair dryer
The wind careens over low-lying Southern California, parching vegetation in its path that can easily become fuel for a fire. Extremely wet conditions in fall 2023 to spring 2024 resulted in the growth of large areas of vegetation, which have created fuel for these wildfires now plaguing the Los Angeles area.
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Man pardoned on Jan. 6 charges arrested for possessing gun
Daniel Ball, whose Jan. 6 charges were dismissed this week, remains in custody after he was arrested Wednesday for a federal gun charge.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-01-23

Protesters take over the Inaugural stage during a protest calling for legislators to overturn the election results in President Donald Trump's favor at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A Florida man whose Capitol riot charges were dismissed after President Donald Trump's sweeping pardon of nearly every Jan. 6 defendant remains behind bars after authorities issued an outstanding arrest warrant against him Wednesday on a federal gun charge.
Daniel Ball, of Homosassa, Florida, was never allowed to leave federal custody and is among the first Jan. 6 defendants to face non-Jan. 6 legal woes following the president's pardon.
The gun charge was born out of Ball's Jan. 6 case, according to his attorney, Amy Collins, who indicated she would argue for dismissal on those grounds.
Authorities found that Ball was in possession of a firearm and ammunition when they executed a search warrant as part of the Jan. 6 case, Collins said. Ball wasn't legally allowed to own the weapon because of prior felony convictions, prosecutors alleged in an indictment filed in August 2024, while Ball was already detained after the Capitol riot. Officials said they seized the items from Ball's home in May 2023, the month of his arrest.
Ball had been arrested on felony charges, including assaulting an officer, using an explosive to commit a felony and obstructing law enforcement during a civil disorder.
He was awaiting trial when Trump signed a proclamation on Monday pardoning nearly all Capitol riot defendants and commuting the sentences of the remaining 14. But the separate federal indictment on the gun charge had included a warrant for his arrest that was not issued until Wednesday.
Ball had his first court appearance in the gun charge Wednesday, said Collins, who also represented him in his Capitol riot case.
On Jan. 6, 2021, Ball entered the Capitol building at 3:29 p.m. through the Senate Wing door, according to court records. He then allegedly broke off part of a wooden shutter from a nearby window. After two minutes inside the Capitol, Ball exited, court records say.
Later, around 4:47 p.m. that day, Ball threw a device that "flashed and exploded" at officers who were in the Lower West Terrace tunnel trying to keep people out of the Capitol, according to prosecutors. An FBI explosives expert was unable to determine whether the device was commercially manufactured or improvised, but claimed it could have seriously injured someone. Afterward, Ball kept throwing objects into the tunnel, including a wooden leg of a chair or table, court documents say.
When Ball was arrested in May 2023, investigators said they uncovered the firearm -- a .22 caliber rifle -- and assorted ammunition in his possession.
Federal prosecutors alleged that Ball had the items despite having prior felony convictions, including domestic violence battery by strangulation in 2017 and resisting law enforcement with violence in 2021. Federal law prohibits anyone who has been convicted of a crime punishable by a prison sentence longer than one year from receiving or possessing firearms and ammunition.
A warrant for Ball's arrest was filed out of Ocala, Florida, but he was already in custody on the Jan. 6 charges. That warrant finally was issued Wednesday after his Jan. 6 indictment was dismissed by Trump's pardon. The gun case will be prosecuted in federal court in Florida, where Ball is charged, Collins said.
His arrest and pending legal case raise questions about how broadly the clemency in Trump's proclamation will be applied to former Jan. 6 defendants. Collins said Wednesday that Trump's pardon offered new grounds for dismissal, pointing to one part of the proclamation in particular:
"I further direct the Attorney General to pursue dismissal with prejudice to the government of all pending indictments against individuals for their conduct related to the events at or near the United States Capitol on January 6, 2021."
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Ku Klux Klan fliers in Kentucky order immigrants to 'leave now,' police say
The fliers, which warned of a "Mass Deportation," were found on Inauguration Day in northern Kentucky, according to authorities.
By Daniel Wu | 2025-01-22

Members of the Ku Klux Klan arrive In Madison, Indiana, in 2019. (Matt Stone/Courier Journal/Imagn Images)


Police are investigating after racist fliers purportedly issued by the Ku Klux Klan that directed immigrants to "leave now" and "avoid deportation" were found in several Kentucky cities on Inauguration Day, officials said.
The fliers feature a cartoon image of Uncle Sam kicking at a family of four while holding a proclamation declaring a "Mass Deportation" on Jan. 20 and stating, "Monitor & Track all Immigrants REPORT THEM ALL," according to images shared by police departments in Ludlow and Bellevue.
A Ku Klux Klan group headquartered in Maysville, Kentucky, claimed to have issued the fliers, which advertise phone numbers for regional Klan "realms" in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Tennessee.
"I've never seen anything like this," Bellevue Police Chief Jon McClain told The Washington Post on Tuesday. "It was kind of alarming for our community."
The fliers were reported Monday in Bellevue, Ludlow and Fort Wright, small northern Kentucky cities near Cincinnati, as the nation marked both Martin Luther King Jr. Day and the inauguration of President Donald Trump. Trump has railed against immigrants and pledged to launch a mass deportation campaign upon assuming office.
Authorities condemned the fliers and said they would seek criminal charges against those who distributed them.
"This type of hateful garbage is loathsome and deplorable, does not represent the Fort Wright Community or the values of our businesses and residents, will not be tolerated in the City of Fort Wright and should not be tolerated by our society as a whole," Fort Wright Mayor Dave Hatter said in a statement.
The Klan has attempted to spread hateful messages in Kentucky before. Local officials in Covington said the Trinity White Knights, a Klan splinter group, were known to occasionally distribute the fliers as a recruiting tactic, the northern Kentucky-based Link NKY news website reported in September. Neighborhoods in Illinois, Ohio, West Virginia, Virginia and Indiana have also reported receiving Klan fliers in recent years.
Anti-immigrant Klan fliers that appear similar to the ones in Kentucky were found in northern Indiana in November, station WSBT-TV based in South Bend, Indiana, reported.
The most recent fliers encourage readers to join the Klan and offer to send respondents information packets and applications for a $1 payment. Another flier found in Bellevue called Martin Luther King Jr. a "fraud" and a "traitor to our country," according to an image shared by McClain.
No one answered the numbers advertised on the fliers Tuesday evening. A recorded greeting for the Ohio Klan group said, "In January, the world's going to change for a lot of people, especially the immigrants in Springfield, Ohio," an apparent reference to the Haitian community that became a target of right-wing attacks ahead of the presidential election.
A Bellevue resident found a Klan flier lying in the snow Monday morning and reported it to police, McClain said.
"He was distressed and concerned," McClain said. "He said he had some friends who just got their citizenship."
The Klan fliers found on Inauguration Day appeared to invoke Trump's campaign pledges to crack down on immigration upon entering the White House. Trump signed an executive order to end birthright citizenship on his first day in office. On the campaign trail, he routinely criticized the Biden administration's management of the U.S.-Mexico border and promised the largest deportation campaign in U.S. history in his second term. Officials have been weighing immigration raids in the days since Trump's inauguration and hope to encourage undocumented immigrants to "self-deport," The Post previously reported.
"I don't think it's a coincidence," McClain said of the distribution of the Klan fliers on Inauguration Day.
Trump denounced the Ku Klux Klan by name as "repugnant" in 2017 after sparking criticism for initially failing to call out and condemn white supremacists when an avowed neo-Nazi killed a counterprotester at a white-supremacist rally in Charlottesville. Trump at the time sought to downplay the incident.
The Ludlow Police Department said in a statement that the "disgusting" Klan fliers were protected under the First Amendment but that the agency would seek criminal charges against the distributors if they were identified. The department noted that it had received a harassment complaint about the fliers. McClain, of the Bellevue police, said he would consider charging anyone caught distributing the fliers with littering.
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What is birthright citizenship, and which countries have it?
President Donald Trump has falsely claimed the U.S. is alone in offering citizenship as a birthright. More than 30 countries do -- but some have rolled it back.
By Vivian Ho | 2025-01-22

President Donald Trump has falsely claimed that the United States is alone in offering birthright citizenship. In fact more than 30 countries do. (iStock)


Birthright citizenship, a practice that President Donald Trump is seeking to end, sets the United States apart from much of the world. But the U.S. is not alone in creating such a policy -- and Trump is not the only leader to push for getting rid of it.
Legal scholars and civil liberties groups say Trump's order, which seeks to reinterpret the 14th Amendment in an effort to prevent migrants from crossing into the United States to have U.S. citizen children, is illegal, and 22 states have filed legal challenges to it. "Birthright citizenship is part of what makes the United States the strong and dynamic nation that it is," Anthony D. Romero, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said in a statement.
Trump has falsely claimed that the United States is alone in offering birthright citizenship; in fact more than 30 countries do, including Canada, Mexico and many Western nations with a colonial history. More than 20 countries have reversed or rolled back their policies. "It has been challenged many times by countries pressed by immigration," said Graziella Bertocchi, an economics professor at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia in Italy who studies the effects of immigration and citizenship. "Trump is not the first."

President Donald Trump wasted no time signing a series of executive actions on his return to office Jan. 20.


The history of birthright citizenship in the United States differs from other countries in that it was codified almost a century after the country's founding in the 14th Amendment. The Naturalization Act of 1790 applied to only "free white persons," but the 14th Amendment that ended slavery in the country also established citizenship for freed Black Americans, as well as "all people born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof."
The Supreme Court upheld this right in 1898 when it ruled that Wong Kim Ark, who was born in San Francisco but had been denied reentry to the United States after a trip abroad because of his Chinese descent, was a U.S. citizen.
However, the U.S. adopted its jus soli policy from the United Kingdom, whose practice of birthright citizenship grew out of feudal traditions that assigned serfs born on a lord's land to that specific lord, Bertocchi said.
A number of European countries reversed their stance on jus soli after World War II, Bertocchi said, with much of Europe now practicing some form of jus sanguinis -- citizenship through blood. The United Kingdom changed its laws in 1984 to stipulate that a child born on British soil was a citizen only if a parent was a legal resident or citizen of the United Kingdom. Ireland followed suit in 2004, allowing for individuals abroad to claim citizenship through an Irish-citizen parent or grandparent.
There have been few studies on the effect of reversing or rolling back birthright citizenship, Bertocchi said, and little agreement on the economic, cultural or social impact of such a policy change. However, she said studies on countries that have done the reverse and loosened their citizenship restrictions -- rolling back jus sanguinis as Germany did after the fall of the Berlin Wall, for example -- had found the effects to be overall positive for the immigrants. "They're more likely to become educated, to participate in the political life," she said.
Most countries reversed course amid rising concerns around immigration, and the oft-repeated narrative that women were entering the country to give birth and get their children citizenship, Bertocchi said -- a practice that Trump has referred to as "birth tourism" -- though it's unclear how often this happens. Around the world, moves to end jus soli have been criticized as xenophobic and cruel to immigrant families. The decision of the Australian government to deport a Tamil family back to Sri Lanka -- two refugees and their two young daughters who had been born on Australian soil while their parents awaited a decision on their asylum claim -- was met with public outcry. The family spent years in immigration detention before they were ultimately granted permanent visas.
The Dominican Republic's decision to reverse its birthright policy resulted in chaos: The country's Constitutional Court had ruled that the policy change applied to anyone born after 1929, a move that left 200,000 Dominicans of Haitian descent stateless. While Trump's executive order states that it will not be retroactive and will only affect those born within the United States after 30 days from the date of the order, immigration rights' advocates are concerned that this order is only the start.
"This opens the door to a principle that says that the president gets to decide who is subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and who is not," said Martha S. Jones, a legal historian at Johns Hopkins University and the author of "Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in Antebellum America."
The executive order sends a dangerous message, Jones said. "The message is that we continue to harbor questions and skepticism about whether you belong," she said. "The message is ... if you believe yourself to be an American, you are going to have to fight for that."
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Saudi Arabia to invest $600 billion in U.S., crown prince tells Trump
Saudi Arabia's Mohammed bin Salman told President Donald Trump that he plans to invest $600 billion over the next four years.
By Victoria Bisset, Matt Viser | 2025-01-23

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman arrives at the E.U.-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) summit in Brussels on Oct. 16. (Christopher Neundorf/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman told President Donald Trump that he plans to invest $600 billion or more in the United States over the next four years, Saudi Arabia's state news agency reported Thursday.
The pledge by Mohammed, Saudi Arabia's de facto ruler, came days after Trump suggested that he could be willing to visit the kingdom for his first official trip abroad in return for substantial investments.
Mohammed congratulated Trump on his inauguration during the call, according to the Saudi Press Agency, which did not provide details about the nature of the investments.
"The Crown Prince affirmed the Kingdom's intention to broaden its investments and trade with the United States over the next four years, in the amount of $600 billion, and potentially beyond that," the news agency said, adding that the two leaders also discussed cooperation between their countries "to promote peace, security and stability in the Middle East."
The call took place Wednesday. A White House readout released Thursday said that Trump and Mohammed "discussed efforts to bring stability to the Middle East, bolster regional security and combat terrorism."
"Additionally, they discussed the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's international economic ambitions over the next four years as well as trade and other opportunities to increase the mutual prosperity of the United States and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia," the statement said.
Trump spoke at greater length about the Saudi offer Thursday during his opening remarks in a virtual address to the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. "I'll be asking the crown prince, who's a fantastic guy, to round it out to around 1 trillion," Trump said. "I think they'll do that because we've been very good to them."
Trump said that he was also going to ask the Saudis, along with OPEC, "to bring down the cost of oil," adding that he was "surprised they didn't do it before the election."
The State Department said Wednesday that Secretary of State Marco Rubio had spoken to the crown prince and "discussed the strength of the U.S.-Saudi partnership in this time of momentous change," as well as the "economic partnership" between the two countries.
Trump, speaking to reporters in the Oval Office on Monday, suggested that he would be willing to travel to Saudi Arabia for his first foreign visit, as he did during his first term.
"I did it with Saudi Arabia last time because they agreed to buy $450 billion worth of our product," he said. "Well, if Saudi Arabia wanted to buy another 450 or 500 [billion dollars] -- we'll up it for all the inflation -- I think I'd probably go."
(The Washington Post previously looked into Trump's mentions of Saudi deals worth $350 billion or $450 billion in 2017 and 2018 and found that the values were inflated, reflecting memorandums of intent or deals negotiated under the Obama administration, for example.)
Trump sought to forge close ties with Saudi Arabia during his first term, with encouragement from Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law and a former White House adviser who is close to the crown prince. But the relationship between the United States and the kingdom became strained during a rift that escalated after Trump's visit to the kingdom in 2017, pitting Saudi Arabia against Qatar, another U.S. ally.
In 2018, Saudi agents killed and dismembered journalist Jamal Khashoggi, a Washington Post contributor and U.S. resident, inside the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul.
Trump's relationship with Saudi Arabia continued outside of office, including through his golf courses, which began hosting tournaments for the Saudi fund-backed LIV Golf.
In his comments on Saudi Arabia in the Oval Office, Trump said he believed that "Saudi Arabia will end up being in the Abraham Accords" -- a series of agreements signed in 2020 to normalize relations between Israel and four Arab states. Trump did not give a timeline, but said he believed it could happen "soon."
Riyadh has said it would only pursue normalization if Israel provides Palestinians with a path to statehood.
Viser reported from Washington.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/23/saudi-arabia-us-trump-mbs/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



ICC prosecutor seeks warrants for Taliban leaders over women's rights
The requested warrants target Haibatullah Akhundzada, the reclusive Kandahar-based leader of the Taliban, and Abdul Hakim Haqqani, the group's chief justice. 
By Rick Noack | 2025-01-23

Taliban militants celebrate their victory in the square in front of the U.S. Embassy in Kabul on Aug. 15, 2022. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post) 


The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor announced Thursday he is seeking arrest warrants for the leader of the Taliban and another senior regime official over their alleged persecution of women and girls in Afghanistan.
The requested warrants target Haibatullah Akhundzada, the reclusive Kandahar-based leader of the Taliban, and Abdul Hakim Haqqani, the group's chief justice.
Karim Khan, the ICC prosecutor, said his office has determined "there are reasonable grounds to believe" that both men "bear criminal responsibility for the crime against humanity of persecution on gender grounds."
The judges of the court in The Hague will now decide whether to issue the warrants, the first to be sought over the situation in Afghanistan. Khan, a British lawyer, said Thursday that warrant applications for other senior Taliban members would be filed soon.
"These applications recognise that Afghan women and girls as well as the LGBTQI+ community are facing an unprecedented, unconscionable and ongoing persecution by the Taliban," the prosecutor said in a statement. He added that "persons whom the Taliban perceived as allies of girls and women" have also been targeted.
The Taliban-run Foreign Ministry and the chief government spokesman did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The application for warrants was the result of a years-long investigation and was widely applauded by human rights groups Thursday. But even if the warrants are issued, they are likely to remain largely symbolic.
Akhundzada and Haqqani have made no known trips abroad in recent years, and Haqqani was already sanctioned by the European Union in 2023 for "gender repression." Many of the countries where Taliban officials are currently able to travel have not signed or ratified the Rome Statute -- the ICC's founding document -- meaning they have no obligation to arrest Akhundzada and Haqqani.
The decision is likely to deepen the international isolation of the Taliban regime, which has not been formally recognized by any government since seizing power in 2021 after the withdrawal of U.S. forces.
Some countries have tried to establish diplomatic ties with the regime to solve bilateral issues, but the Taliban's treatment of women -- regarded by human rights experts as unparalleled in its severity and systematic implementation -- has significantly hindered further engagement.
Earlier this week, President Donald Trump suspended the U.S. refugee admissions program, which halted flights for Afghans who had hoped to resettle in America and left thousands of other applicants in limbo. Many of those seeking refuge are women and girls, who say they have no future in Afghanistan.
The government in Kabul has imposed increasingly repressive measures against women and girls, banning them from secondary and university education and limiting their ability to participate in public life.

A woman in a burqa poses for a portrait in Ishkashim, Afghanistan, on Nov. 9. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Women are currently barred from parks and are forbidden from long-distance travel without a male relative. Last month, they were banned from pursuing careers as nurses and midwives, which experts warned could exacerbate a mounting health crisis in the country.
Based on testimonies, forensic reports and public statements, the ICC prosecutor said his office found the Taliban leaders to be in violation of the "right to physical integrity and autonomy, to free movement and free expression, to education, to private and family life, and to free assembly."
The complaint also cited acts of "murder, imprisonment, torture, rape and other forms of sexual violence, enforced disappearance, and other inhumane acts."
Taliban officials have said previously that women's lives have improved under their rule. Akhundzada said in a 2023 audio message that he wants women to live "comfortable" lives.
Behind closed doors, some members of the Taliban government have criticized Akhundzada for the tightening restrictions against women and girls. But almost none of them have made their reservations public.
Haq Nawaz Khan contributed to this report.
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Who is next after Justin Trudeau? 
Justin Trudeau's resignation sparked a nationwide contest to replace him as prime minister of Canada, with several top candidates emerging from the Liberal Party.
By Amanda Coletta | 2025-01-23
TORONTO -- A former central banker who has drawn comparisons to George Clooney and who earned praise for guiding Canada through the 2008 financial crisis. A New York Times best-selling author who attracted the KGB's fury. The first woman in the federal cabinet to give birth while holding office.
They are among the candidates to replace Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who bowed to his bleak political prospects and pressure from his party, saying he intends to resign once a successor is in place. That kicked off a nationwide contest to replace him.
His successor will become prime minister and lead the Liberals in a federal election that must be held by October but could come sooner.
Several high-profile cabinet ministers decided against entering the race, choosing instead to focus on responding to President Donald Trump's return to office.
Here's what to know about the main contenders.

Chrystia Freeland holds a campaign event on Sunday in Toronto after announcing that she will run to replace Trudeau. (Cole Burston/Reuters)


Chrystia Freeland, 56, is a former journalist who covered the fall of the Soviet Union and its aftermath. An Alberta native and Ukrainian Canadian who studied at Harvard and Oxford, she drew the KGB's attention as a student traveling through Ukraine in the 1980s. Its code name for her was Frida.
When Trudeau recruited her to join politics, it was seen as a major coup. She earned praise for her role as foreign minister in renegotiating the North American Free Trade Agreement during Trump's first presidency. Maclean's magazine put her on its cover with the words "You're welcome, Canada."
Trudeau also tapped her to lead Canada's pandemic response and named her deputy prime minister, a title bestowed occasionally but not always. One of his most loyal lieutenants, she was nicknamed the "Minister of Everything." As finance minister, however, she had detractors.
In a 1991 op-ed in the Toronto Star, Freeland wrote that she was "embarrassed and angered" by Canada's "vacillating" policy on Ukraine. Several decades later, she played a role in shaping that policy, pushing allies to impose sanctions on Russia's central bank after the invasion of Ukraine.
Trudeau fired her as finance minister over Zoom last month and sought to shuffle her into a lesser role. She resigned from the cabinet instead. In a letter that accelerated a caucus revolt, she said she and Trudeau had been at odds over fiscal policy and preparations for the Trump presidency.
In a video announcing her candidacy, Freeland pitched herself as a "tough negotiator" and the best person to take on Trump.
"Donald Trump and his billionaire buddies think they can push us around," she says over video of him and Elon Musk at a rally. "Trump thinks we're for sale, that he can take what isn't his. We're not going to let him.

Mark Carney, a former governor of the Bank of Canada, earned praise for how he handled the 2008 financial crisis. (Simon Dawson/Bloomberg News)


Speculation about whether Mark Carney might one day enter Liberal politics has followed him for more than a decade. Born in a small town in the Northwest Territories, his career as a Goldman Sachs investment banker took him to New York, Toronto and Tokyo.
Carney, a former governor of the Bank of Canada, earned praise for his stewardship of the country during the 2008 financial crisis. He later became the first foreigner to head the Bank of England. His movie star looks and sharp suits made him an object of fascination for the British tabloids.
He does not have formal political experience but has not shied from opining on political issues. He warned of Brexit's negative impacts. He called on police to enforce the law during the self-styled "Freedom Convoy" blockades here in 2022, accusing those donating to the demonstrations of funding sedition.
Carney, 59, is a U.N. special envoy on climate action. He joined the Liberals as a special economic adviser last year. Conservatives call him "carbon tax Carney," a nod to his onetime support for an unpopular Trudeau policy.
During the leadership race, he has sought to cast himself as an outsider -- and has not held back from critiquing the Trudeau government's management of the economy.
"I know I'm not the only Liberal in Canada who believes that the prime minister and his team let their attention wander from the economy too often," he said at his campaign launch in Edmonton. "I won't lose focus."

Karina Gould launches her Liberal leadership campaign on Sunday in Burlington, Ontario. (Chris Young/Canadian Press/AP)


Karina Gould, 37, is the youngest contender in the race and the youngest female cabinet minister in Canadian history. She is leader of the House of Commons, responsible for coordinating the daily business of Parliament's lower chamber.
She was also the first female federal cabinet minister to give birth while in office. She breastfed her son, Oliver, in the House of Commons. "No shame in breastfeeding! Baby's gotta eat & I had votes," she said in a social media post.
Gould previously served as Trudeau's democratic institutions minister. She has cast herself as representative of a "new generation of leadership" with a history of "standing up to bullies."

Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre speaks at a news conference on Dec. 16 on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. (Patrick Doyle/Reuters)


The victor of the Liberal leadership race will be prime minister. It might not be a long tenure.
Trudeau suspended Parliament until March 24, a controversial move that allows the Liberals to hold a leadership contest and delays planned efforts by the opposition parties to bring down his government.
But those parties will have several opportunities to do just that not long after a new session of Parliament begins, triggering elections and leaving Trudeau's successor with a short window to close a 20-point gap with Pierre Poilievre's Conservatives.
Canada's Conservatives picked Poilievre to lead them in 2022 after three consecutive election losses. The 45-year-old is a right-wing populist firebrand with social media savvy and a pugilistic style who drew rare standing-room-only crowds during the Conservative leadership race.
Poilievre rose to the leadership by trafficking in grievance politics and railing against "wokeism." When the convoy demonstrators blockaded Ottawa and several border crossings, he hitched his wagon to them. He is not a fan of journalists but sat recently for an interview with Jordan Peterson, a self-proclaimed "professor against political correctness."
Poilievre has attacked "gatekeepers" and the political establishment, but politics has effectively been his only career. He has hammered the Liberals over the high cost of living and employs short and catchy slogans: "Ax the [carbon] tax, build the homes, fix the budget, stop the crime."
The Canadian Press described Poilievre in 2013 as similar to Pete Campbell from the television drama "Mad Men": The "character everyone loves to hate: young, conservative, ambitious and fabulously snotty." The question now is whether that style will turn off voters or win them over.
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Ukraine intel chief says North Korean weapons are flooding into Russia
Lt. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov said North Korea has already provided Russia with 120 self-propelled artillery guns and 120 multiple-launch rocket systems, with more to come.
By Serhii Korolchuk | 2025-01-23

This photo taken in Kyiv on Jan. 11 shows debris from a missile, used in a Jan. 2 strike on the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, that authorities identified as North Korean. (Kyodo)


KYIV -- The head of Ukraine's Defense Intelligence Directorate said in an interview published Wednesday that North Korea has sent hundreds of artillery and rocket systems to help Russia's ongoing fight against Ukraine, with more on the way.
North Korea troops have been helping Russian forces as they seek to push Ukrainian soldiers out of Russia's Kursk region, where they have controlled a small salient for the last six months. Multiple clashes between Ukrainian armed forces and North Korean troops have been reported, though neither Moscow nor Pyongyang has confirmed their presence.
Lt. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov, the intelligence chief, said that in the last three months, North Korea has provided Russia with about 120 170mm self-propelled artillery guns and 120 240mm multiple-launch rocket systems. He said he expects North Korea to send at least as many more in the future, as they have "a lot of these systems."
His comments to the online publication the War Zone were confirmed by his office and match reports by Russian military bloggers about the steady flow of North Korean weapons into Russia.
The well-connected Russian blog Rybar showed photos of what it said were camouflaged North Korean multiple rocket launcher systems moving through the country. It also described several other weapons systems being sent by the North Koreans.
In his interview, Budanov said that North Korea is also expected to send 150 more KN-23 short-range ballistic missiles to Moscow in 2025, after sending 148 last year.
The flood of weapons into Russia is the latest sign of the increasingly close military cooperation between the two countries after they signed a defense treaty in June.
In October, it was confirmed that as many as 10,000 North Korean elite troops were deployed to fight Ukraine. Budanov said in the interview that the number is higher, around 12,000 troops, and that about a third of them have been killed. U.S. estimates of the death toll are lower, at around 1,200.
On Jan. 11, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said that Ukraine captured two North Korean soldiers in Russia and transported them to Kyiv, where they were being interrogated.
"This was not an easy task: Russian forces and other North Korean military personnel usually execute their wounded to erase any evidence of North Korea's involvement in the war against Ukraine," his Instagram post read.
Soldiers who fought the North Koreans told The Washington Post that they were brave and well trained. After initially taking high casualties, the North Koreans adapted quickly to the unfamiliar Russian battlefields, the soldiers said.
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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First same-sex marriages in Thailand set it apart from much of Asia
Weddings took place across the country, including at a Bangkok mall, as same-sex marriage became legal. Thailand is one of the few places in Asia where it's allowed.
By Frances Vinall | 2025-01-23

Couples pose for photos at a marriage registration event at the Siam Paragon shopping mall in Bangkok on Thursday. (Chanakarn Laosarakham/AFP/Getty Images)


A law allowing same-sex marriage came into effect in Thailand on Thursday, leading to an outpouring of celebration across the country.
Thailand's government said a world record for the most same-sex marriages would be attempted on the big day. A mass wedding registration event at the Siam Paragon mall in the capital was so well-attended by beaming couples that organizers stopped accepting walk-ins, Bangkok Pride said, with similar ceremonies in Phuket, Chiang Mai and elsewhere.
Owen Zhu, a 40-year-old Chinese realtor living in Bangkok, said by phone that he was "deeply moved and heartened" as he witnessed what he estimated to be about 300 same-sex couples getting married at Siam Paragon.
"It's long due," he said. "This day is making me and my gay friends so happy and giving me hope that someday this could spread to other regions of Asia, too." He congratulated a lesbian couple in their 70s who told him they had been waiting for more than 30 years to be wed.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra encouraged couples last week to attend district offices to register their marriages from the day the law came into effect. Srettha Thavisin, who was prime minister when the law passed the legislature last year, said Thursday that it was a day "very close to the hearts of many Thais."
"I congratulate you wholeheartedly on your love," he said.
But Thailand is an outlier in its region, and same-sex marriage is not legalized in most of Asia. Here's what to know.
Thailand's Marriage Equality Law passed last year. It changes the wording regarding lawful marriages from "a man and a woman" to "two individuals" and "husband and wife" to "spouses," expanding rights relating to marriage, child adoption, health-care consent and inheritance.
Its passage was a "landmark moment," Amnesty International Thailand researcher Chanatip Tatiyakaroonwong said at the time, crediting activists, civil society organizations and lawmakers for their "tireless" efforts.
Thailand has for years promoted itself as an LGBTQ-friendly tourist destination, with a "Go Thai. Be Free" campaign.
Only Taiwan has fully legal marriage equality, which its legislature passed in 2019 after a Supreme Court ruling two years earlier found it was unconstitutional to deny same-sex marriages.
In Nepal, an interim court order in 2023 directed the government to allow same-sex marriages and "third gender" marriages to be recorded in a separate register to heterosexual marriages. While same-sex marriage remains unlegislated, its application in practice has been patchy, Human Rights Watch said. It also remains unclear how same-sex marriages will be viewed in other areas of the law such as merging finances and divorce, the Oxfam Human Rights Hub said.
Some other places on the continent have taken steps toward greater recognition of LGBTQ rights in recent years.
Israel recognizes same-sex marriages performed abroad and has expanded military bereavement to same-sex partners of fallen soldiers. Hong Kong expanded rights for same-sex couples regarding inheritance and housing. Meanwhile, India did so for social welfare benefits.
Singapore decriminalized homosexual acts in 2022, repealing a British-era law that remains in the criminal code of some other former colonies.
Among 12 Asian jurisdictions, slightly more than half had residents who were more likely to support same-sex marriage than opposite it, according to surveys by the Pew Research Center released in 2023. It had the greatest support in Japan and the least in Indonesia.
But there is still a long path ahead for many LGBTQ people. Same-sex acts remain a crime in more than 20 Asian countries, and maximum punishments can include the death penalty and other harsh measures.
More than 30 places recognize same-sex marriage, in a list dominated by Northern and Western Europe -- plus Greece -- and nations in the Americas such as Brazil, Colombia, Argentina and the United States. Australia, New Zealand and South Africa have also fully legalized same-sex marriage. Each has followed the lead of the Netherlands, which legalized it in 2001.
Lyric Li contributed to this report.
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Amazon to close Quebec warehouses and lay off 1,700 workers 
The online retail giant said the move was not linked to recent unionization efforts by workers in the Canadian province.
By Andrew Jeong | 2025-01-23

An Amazon warehouse in Montreal on Wednesday, after the company said it would end operations in Quebec. (Peter McCabe/Reuters)


Amazon said it would close its seven warehouses in Quebec and lay off 1,700 workers in the Canadian province, less than a year after employees at one of the facilities unionized and were inching toward a collective bargaining agreement.
Amazon said in an email that the decision was unrelated to recent efforts to unionize and was "about offering the best service we can to customers in a way that's efficient and cost effective."
Barbara Agrait, an Amazon spokeswoman, said in a separate emailed statement that the decision was made after a review of operations. Amazon will create a delivery model based on third-party local small businesses, Agrait said. "This decision wasn't made lightly," she said, adding that Amazon will offer up to 14 weeks' pay to affected employees.
In May, Quebec officials approved the unionization of the 300 workers at an Amazon warehouse in Laval, just north of Montreal, according to the Confederation des Syndicats Nationaux, the union representing the employees. They said that it was the first union at an Amazon warehouse in Canada, and that it would protect workers originally from Latin America, Africa and Asia.
In July, negotiations for a collective bargaining deal began. After months of talks, the two sides were about to seek arbitration, Francois L'Ecuyer, a CSN spokesman, said by phone.
L'Ecuyer said Amazon's closures are aimed at avoiding arbitration and violate Quebec's labor code, which stipulates that an employer cannot change working conditions until a labor "arbitration award is handed down."
"Closing its facilities is a significant change in working conditions," he said.
In a statement, Caroline Senneville, the CSN president, called Amazon's move an "anti-union campaign against the CSN and Amazon employees."
The closures are "a slap in the face for all workers in Quebec," Senneville said.
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
CSN had sought to unionize workers at the six other Amazon facilities facing closure in Quebec but had not obtained majority support from workers there, according to L'Ecuyer.
Francois-Philippe Champagne, Canada's industry minister, said on social media that he had expressed "dismay and frustration" to the head of Amazon Canada upon learning about the closures. "This is not the way business is done in Canada," he said.
Amazon announced plans to build its first fulfillment center in Quebec in 2019, creating 300 full-time jobs. In 2021, the company said it would open two sorting centers and three delivery stations, including the warehouse in Laval that unionized.
Amazon has laid off at least 27,000 workers since the end of 2022, as it sought to become leaner.
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Ahead of the expected Trump-Putin call, each side stakes out its position
Kremlin hard-liners are calling for the dismemberment of Ukraine, while Trump is threatening new sanctions if Putin doesn't come to the negotiating table.
By Robyn Dixon, Catherine Belton | 2025-01-23

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a news conference following talks with Iranian president at the Kremlin in Moscow on Friday. (Evgenia Novozhenina/Pool/AFP/Getty Images) 


Amid expectations in Moscow that President Donald Trump will speak by phone in the coming days with Russian President Vladimir Putin, Russian officials are staking out hard-line positions on the Ukraine war ahead of any talks and playing down any imminent major breakthrough on U.S.-Russia ties.
Sensing increasing progress on the battlefield amid the strong possibility that Trump will scale back military aid to Ukraine, many in Moscow appear to be doubling down, believing Russia can seize more territory and force Kyiv into submission later in the year.
"In spring the conditions won't be ripe for an end to the war," said Sergei Markov, a pro-Kremlin analyst. "But by autumn, while Trump reduces financing and while the Russian army makes further progress, maybe by then there will be better political conditions."
Trump, however, has called for a swift resolution to the war, and is expected to push for negotiations immediately. In a post Wednesday on Truth Social, he threatened to put "high levels of Taxes, Tariffs, and Sanctions on anything being sold by Russia to the United States," unless Putin agreed to a peace deal with Ukraine.
"I'm going to do Russia, whose Economy is failing, and President Putin, a very big FAVOR. Settle now, and STOP this ridiculous War! IT'S ONLY GOING TO GET WORSE," he added.
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said on Wednesday that Moscow sees a small window of opportunity to forge agreements with Trump's administration, but based on what many influential voices in the country are saying, the agreements would involve far-reaching changes in European security and the dismemberment of Ukraine.
This formula, increasingly pushed by officials from Putin on down, involves a neutral, demilitarized Ukraine outside of NATO, with Russia keeping the territory it has already annexed. It may also encompass Moscow's demands for broader talks on Europe's security architecture and for NATO to roll back its military infrastructure from its eastern borders. Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov earlier this week insisted that it "should be not some brief ceasefire, and not some respite, but a lasting peace based on respecting our objective interests."
Hard-line presidential aide Nikolai Patrushev, the former head of the Russia's Security Council, suggested in a recent interview with pro-Kremlin newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda that Ukraine and neighboring Moldova could cease to exist by the year's end.
"For Patrushev there is no other path than either Ukraine becomes ours -- friendly: they capitulate and accept all our demands -- or they collapse," said independent analyst Tatiana Stanovaya, of R.Politik, an analytical agency based in France.
Patrushev and other hard-liners represent an influential section of Russia's political elite, she said, but the final judgment on a deal with Trump would come from Putin alone.
In a series of articles for the pro-Kremlin online magazine Profile, hard-line analyst Dmitri Trenin wrote that the fighting would have to continue because Moscow's condition -- namely Kyiv's capitulation, would be unacceptable to the West.
"The confrontation between the two powers will remain deep and enduring. Trump's strategy will prioritize America's global dominance," he wrote, predicting Russia could take more Ukrainian territory in coming months, including Odessa, Kharkiv, Mykolaiv or Dnipro.
"For Moscow, anything less than full victory equates to defeat, and such an outcome is simply not an option," Trenin wrote. Any peace option where a pro-Western Ukraine survived "must be prevented at all costs." Ukraine must be "first pacified, then peaceful, eventually a partner, and ultimately an ally."
Several senior Russian officials have also expressed growing caution that Trump could pursue Washington's interests aggressively, at Russia's expense. They maintain that no matter who is in charge, the United States is determined to contain Russia militarily and economically.
Vyacheslav Volodin, the speaker of Russia's parliament, said during a plenary session that under Trump, the United States would "seek to retain its hegemony."
After all, these officials point out, in his first term, Trump's administration increased sanctions on Russia and provided the first lethal arms to Ukraine. Anatoly Antonov, the recently returned former Russian ambassador to the United States, told the Kommersant newspaper that Trump's first term saw "a consistent destruction of bilateral relations," a collapse in diplomatic contacts and the "strangulation of Russia."

A man takes photos as the Kremlin Wall, the Spasskaya Tower, an empty Red Square and St. Basil's Cathedral are seen early Tuesday during sunrise in Moscow. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP) 


Yet some are optimistic, given Trump's repeated calls for an end to the war and the expectation that he will cut military aid to Ukraine.
Many are looking to some of Trump's Cabinet picks, such as Tulsi Gabbard -- who has been nominated to the post of director of national intelligence and who often has echoed Kremlin talking points -- as potentially helping to steer relations Russia's way.
"Among these calls for caution and for the rejection of illusion, some hope is still peeping through because Trump is not a standard politician, and some surprises can be expected from him," said a Russian academic with ties to senior diplomatic officials.
"All of Moscow is now involved in what you can call expectation management," he added.
According to Stanovaya, the maximalist demands circulated by pro-Kremlin hawks indicate Putin's willingness to fight on in the war if he does not get what he wants from Trump.
"They are not looking for negotiations for the sake of negotiations. They are looking for understanding in Washington in the West that Ukraine has lost the war," she said in an interview. "This is Russia's view: We can continue to fight further. We will lose people, and it's going to cost a lot, but we will do this and we will do this for decades if we need."
Stanovaya said  Putin was less concerned with international recognition of Russia's annexations of Ukrainian territory than with establishing Russian dominance over Ukraine.
"The main thing is a friendly Ukraine. Kyiv should capitulate and admit that it has lost the war and stop resisting," she said.
But there are risks for Putin, notably due to the growing strain on Russia's economy and the steep cost of the war, that could be further exacerbated if Trump follows through on his sanctions threat. Interest rates and inflation are already soaring, with big business warning that massive corporate debt could lead to bankruptcies. Meanwhile, 40 percent of budget spending goes to the military and security agencies.

President Donald Trump walks the colonnade to the Oval Office after returning from a national prayer service at the White House in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


A major danger for Putin is the possibility that Trump could ramp up economic pressure on Russia by driving down oil prices, with his "drill, baby, drill" mantra, as well as his threat Wednesday that he would impose ever tougher new sanctions to bring Putin to the negotiating table.
"He should make a deal. I think he's destroying Russia by not making a deal," Trump said about Putin earlier this week, adding that Russia was "in big trouble."
Markov, the pro-Kremlin analyst, said a call between Trump and Putin would unblock the dialogue between Moscow and Washington, establish a working group on Ukraine and pave the way for a summit meeting.
"At this meeting, they won't be able to reach a compromise on the Ukraine problem but they will find a compromise on other questions," he said, adding that he was hopeful about possible concessions from Trump, for example reinstating the ban on Kyiv using Western missiles to target Russia. Last year, Trump strongly criticized the Biden administration's easing of restrictions on the use of Western weapons.
Despite Trump's tough talk, some in his Republican Party believe that if the leaders meet, Putin will secure the deal he wants from the American president. "Trump will demonstrate he ended the war. But he'll capitulate. Putin will get what he wants," said a Russia-sympathetic Republican Party operative on the condition of anonymity to speak frankly.
Trump's rhetoric before and during the inauguration also caught the attention of many as he talked about acquiring new territories for the United States, namely the Panama Canal and the island of Greenland, which is part of NATO ally Denmark.
Such moves chime with Putin's worldview, where the leaders of a few powerful nations carve out deals at the expense of smaller nations, and territorial expansion based on economic threats and potentially military force is the new normal.
The view is that this U.S. administration will break with the post-World War II rules-based order that outlawed the use of force to change borders, and so will find common cause with Putin's Ukrainian land grab.
"The statements of Trump show that the old rules don't work anymore, including for the United States," said the academic. "The U.S. can make territorial claims on its allies."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/23/russia-putin-trump-call-ukraine/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Man finds 2,000-year-old Greek statue dumped near trash cans
Authorities say the statue dates back to the Hellenistic period and are investigating how it ended up among garbage. It was worse for the wear, lacking a head and arms.
By Rachel Pannett | 2025-01-23

A statue believed to be more than 2,000 years old was found abandoned in a garbage bag in the northern city of Thessaloniki, Greece. (AP)


An ancient marble statue of a woman believed to be more than 2,000 years old was found dumped near a cluster of garbage bins in Greece, kicking off a police investigation into potential illegal trafficking of ancient artifacts.
A 32-year-old Greek man discovered the artifact in a black bag in the college town of Thessaloniki and turned it in to police on Saturday evening, Greek authorities said in a statement Wednesday.
An archaeologist determined that the statue dates back to the Hellenistic period, which lasted from 323 B.C. until 31 B.C., between the death of Alexander the Great and the rise of Augustus in Rome.
Estelle Strazdins, a classical studies expert at the Australian National University in Canberra, said that the loosely folded drapery suggests that the statue is of a goddess. Regular women in that period were typically depicted wearing tightly wrapped cloaks, and their statues were usually crafted out of terra-cotta, she said.
"The fact that it is marble suggests that it was probably dedicated in a temple," Strazdins said. "Because of the size -- around 30 inches -- it would not be the main statue in the sanctuary, but it might be a gift that someone has given to the god either to thank them for something or in the hopes of getting some kind of grant."
Uncovering ancient finds is not unusual in Greece, home to some of the world's earliest civilizations. During preparations for the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens, archaeologists worked alongside construction workers to preserve priceless artifacts they had unearthed with their shovels. They found a number of ancient dwellings and tombs, including remains of what was believed to be a 2,500-year-old temple to the love goddess Aphrodite near an Olympic equestrian venue.
As for the discarded statue, an investigation has been launched by police from the cultural heritage and illicit trafficking divisions this week to find out how the statue came to be abandoned.
Scores of antiquities were discovered during the construction of a new subway system in the city, which opened in November. The metro network took roughly two decades to complete as the tunneling exposed Greek burial sites, an early Christian basilica, a Roman-era thoroughfare and ancient water and drainage systems. Many of the artifacts are on display along the underground network.
The statue handed in to police on Saturday was a little worse for wear: It's missing its head and arms, although its female form is still clear from its flowing garments.
If it had arms or a head, it would be easier to determine the statute's identity, according to Strazdins. For example, Athena, the goddess of war, often wears a helmet and carries a spear and a shield, while Hera is often seen holding a pomegranate in a nod to her role as fertility goddess, she said.
The ancient artifact will be sent to a laboratory for further examination, police said, followed by the antiquities service for safekeeping and evaluation.
Police briefly detained a man for questioning, the Associated Press reported, but he was later released without being charged.
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Houthis release crew of Galaxy Leader after more than a year of captivity
Yemen's Houthi rebels on Wednesday released the crew of the Galaxy Leader, a commercial ship the militants hijacked in November 2023.
By Niha Masih, Abbie Cheeseman, Bryan Pietsch, Kareem Fahim, Karen DeYoung, Missy Ryan, Gerrit De Vynck | 2025-01-23
Yemen's Houthi rebels on Wednesday released the crew of the Galaxy Leader, a commercial ship the militants hijacked in November 2023 as they began attacking ships in the Red Sea in support of Hamas.
The U.N. special envoy for Yemen, Hans Grundberg, confirmed the release of the crew members in a statement, as did the Mexican Foreign Ministry, which said two of its nationals who were members of the crew had been released. Three Ukrainians, two Bulgarians, one Romanian and 17 Filipinos were also members of the crew.
The decision to release the crew was tied to the agreement for a ceasefire in Gaza between Hamas and Israel, the Houthi-run al-Masirah news channel reported, citing a statement from the rebel group. The Houthis made the move "in coordination with the Hamas movement and the mediation of the Sultanate of Oman" -- a neighbor of Yemen whose government has often mediated between the Houthis and other countries -- al-Masirah reported. The crew was handed over to Oman, the channel said, citing an unnamed source.
The Mexican Foreign Ministry said it was "important to mention" that because the Houthis had conditioned the release of the crew upon the ceasefire and improvement of conditions in the Gaza Strip, it was the ceasefire agreement that "facilitated their release." The Mexican ambassador to Saudi Arabia received the two Mexican crew members in Muscat, Oman, the ministry said.
A spokesman for the company that manages the Galaxy Leader, a Bahamian-flagged ship, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Despite the release, President Donald Trump on Wednesday signed an executive order to designate the Houthis a Foreign Terrorist Organization, citing its attacks against U.S. Navy warships in the region and maritime shipping in the Red Sea, as well as against infrastructure and civilian targets in Israel, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
Trump had first designated the Houthis as both an FTO and "Specially Designated Global Terrorist" group in the final days of his first term. Former president Joe Biden lifted those sanctions in response to concerns by humanitarian organizations that they prevented lifesaving assistance from reaching Yemeni civilians.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/01/22/israel-gaza-war-ceasefire-hamas-west-bank/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Toddler and man killed in knife attack at German park
Police identified the suspect as an Afghan man. Politicians gearing up for an election responded with comments about migration and law and order. 
By Kate Brady | 2025-01-22

Candles and flowers are placed at a park in Aschaffenburg, Germany, where a child and adult were killed in a knife attack Wednesday. (Heiko Becker/Reuters)


BERLIN -- A 2-year-old boy of Moroccan origin and a 41-year-old German man were killed in a knife attack Wednesday in a park in Aschaffenburg in southern Germany.
Three other people were injured in the attack. Authorities identified them as a 72-year-old German man, a 59-year-old German woman and a 2-year-old Syrian girl, police said in a statement Wednesday.
Police arrested a suspect, a 28-year-old Afghan man, shortly after the stabbings and were working with the public prosecutor's office to identify a motive, authorities said.
While visiting Aschaffenburg late Wednesday afternoon, Bavaria's interior minister, Joachim Herrmann, said the suspect had "suddenly and deliberately" targeted a child in a day-care group. The slain man was a passerby who apparently intervened to protect the children. The 59-year-old injured woman is a caregiver with the group, police said in the statement.
A search of the suspect's living quarters found no evidence of an Islamist motive. "At the moment, the suspicion is very strongly that he obviously has mental illnesses," Hermann said.
The suspect was known to police for violent crimes, and had been given psychiatric treatment and released each time, Hermann told reporters. He sought asylum after entering Germany in mid-November 2022 but announced his voluntary departure in writing last month. His asylum procedure was then discontinued and he was asked to leave the country. He is still receiving psychiatric care.
Shaken by an attack on a Christmas market in the eastern city of Magdeburg last month, Germany remains on high alert. Six people were killed and almost 300 injured when a driver rammed a car into a crowd. Police arrested a 50-year-old doctor from Saudi Arabia who authorities said had extreme anti-Islamic views. 
Ahead of Germany's election on Feb. 23, that attack prompted a more severe tone on migration policy, which 37 percent of German voters identify in polls as the most important issue that politicians must address.
After Wednesday's knife attack, election campaign slogans peppered the responses and condolences from some chancellor candidates.
Chancellor Olaf Scholz described the stabbings as an "unbelievable act of terror."
"I am tired of seeing such acts of violence here every few weeks -- by perpetrators who actually came to us to find protection," Scholz wrote on X. The chancellor called on authorities to "work urgently to find out why the attacker was still in Germany."
"The findings must be immediately followed with consequences -- talking is not enough," he said.
Friedrich Merz, leader of Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party and the man widely expected to become the next chancellor, said he was deeply shocked by the knife attack on a group of children.
"One thing is clear: Things cannot go on like this," Merz posted on X. "We must and will restore law and order!"
Alice Weidel, chancellor candidate of the far-right Alternative for Germany, also turned to one of her party's popular slogans for mass deportations and demanded, "Remigration now!"
Local emergency services received calls about a violent crime in Schoental Park in central Aschaffenburg at around 11:45 a.m. local time Wednesday. The Bavarian town, home to around 73,000 people, is about 25 miles southeast of Germany's finance hub, Frankfurt.
Police launched a large-scale search for the suspect, who was found in the immediate vicinity. The suspected weapon used in the attack, a knife, was confiscated, police said in a statement.
Authorities urged witnesses to contact police with any relevant information.
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Afghan refugees feel abandoned after Trump executive order halts flights
The fate of tens of thousands of Afghans awaiting resettlement in the U.S. hangs in the balance after Trump suspended the refugee admissions program.
By Rick Noack, Haq Nawaz Khan, Abigail Hauslohner | 2025-01-22

An Afghan woman taking refuge in Islamabad, Pakistan, holds her passport. (Saiyna Bashir for The Washington Post) 


President Donald Trump's executive order this week suspending the U.S. refugee admissions program has left in limbo tens of thousands of Afghans who were hoping to start new lives in America.
Under President Joe Biden, nearly 200,000 Afghans were resettled in the United States, according to the State Department -- most of them evacuated during or soon after the chaotic U.S. military withdrawal in 2021, when the Taliban seized control of the country. Tens of thousands of men and women who had worked for the U.S. military, American diplomats or government-funded organizations were left behind.
Between 40,000 and 60,000 Afghans around the world are actively seeking resettlement in the United States, and thousands had already received U.S. government approval, estimated Shawn VanDiver, the president of AfghanEvac, a volunteer organization formed during the U.S. withdrawal that has helped Afghans flee the country. About 1,700 people were expected to be moved out of Afghanistan over the next four months, he added.
"These are folks who for one reason or another are at risk because of their association with the United States -- and they're hiding because they're scared," VanDiver said. They include family members of Afghans serving in the U.S. military, as well as women and minorities who fear persecution under the Taliban.
The U.S. president has broad authority to decide how many refugees are admitted to the country in a given year, and to allocate funding for resettlement. During his first term, Trump dramatically reduced refugee admissions, particularly from Muslim-majority countries. Biden swiftly raised the admissions ceiling when he took office in 2021, but it took years to build up the country's resettlement capabilities. In the last fiscal year of Biden's presidency, the United States took in just over 100,000 refugees from around the world.
Trump's executive order, which suspends the refugee admissions program in its entirety, did not mention specific nationalities, and did not explicitly target Special Immigrant Visas, or SIVs -- reserved for Afghans who directly supported the 20-year U.S. war effort, including as military interpreters. VanDiver said he was optimistic that families would continue to arrive under the SIV program, which brought in more than 30,000 Afghans in fiscal 2024.
The State Department declined to comment for this article. The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Afghans and their advocates are bracing for the worst. On Wednesday morning, AfghanEvac posted screenshots to X of a State Department letter sent to groups that coordinate refugee resettlement. "All previously scheduled travel of refugees to the United States is being cancelled, and no new travel bookings will be made," it read in part.
Danilo Zak, the policy director at Church World Service, an official U.S. resettlement agency, told The Washington Post on Wednesday that "flight cancellations, including for refugee minors ... began rolling in this morning."
VanDiver said his phone hasn't stopped ringing, as those affected try to make sense of what to do next. Many fled to neighboring Pakistan months or years ago and are running out of money. They say they can't afford another delay.
"This is so disheartening," said Spesali Zazai, a 52-year-old Afghan woman. She has been stuck in Peshawar, in northwestern Pakistan, for almost three years, waiting for resettlement in the United States with three of her daughters. Poland, another NATO member, took in her fourth daughter.
"Going back is not an option," she said. "For women, there's nothing left to live for in Afghanistan."
The Taliban has imposed increasing restrictions on women since it returned to power, banning them from secondary and university education and limiting their freedom of movement and expression. While the government initially portrayed its education ban as temporary, hopes among women that classes would resume have faded over the past year as authorities introduced draconian measures governing nearly every aspect of public life.

Taliban police officers ride in the back of a truck as they patrol near a checkpoint in Kandahar, Afghanistan, last May. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Many Afghan men who were associated with the United States and its allies may also be at risk from the Taliban, human rights observers say, despite the regime's general amnesty for those who served in the previous, Western-backed government. The United Nations documented over 200 extrajudicial killings of former officials and members of the armed forces after the Taliban takeover in 2021. The Afghan Foreign Ministry rejects those figures, saying that "no military staff of the previous administration has been arrested, detained or tortured because of his activities in the security institutions."
A key question now will be how the Pakistani government responds to Trump's executive order. Pakistan has forced about 800,000 Afghans to return to their country since fall 2023. So far, Afghans awaiting resettlement in the United States and other countries have largely been spared, but authorities in Islamabad have indicated repeatedly that they are running out of patience.
A Pakistani Foreign Ministry official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to comment, said the government is still waiting for clarity from Washington.
The suspension of the refugee admission program takes effect Monday. While it does not have a set end date, it is expected to be reviewed after 90 days.
The order leaves room for "case-by-case" exceptions to the suspension, though it is unclear who would qualify. Refugee advocates are calling for much broader exemptions that would apply to applicants under the P-1 and P-2 programs, which include former Afghan officials and journalists.
Adam Bates, a senior supervisory policy counsel at the International Refugee Assistance Project, said Trump's suspension of the refugee admissions program is "a direct assault on the promises that the U.S. government made for 20-plus years to Afghans."
Biden vowed in August 2021 that "we will continue to support the Afghan people," but was criticized by refugee advocates throughout his term for not doing more to hasten the resettlement of America's Afghan allies. The criticism intensified in 2022 as the administration worked quickly to resettle Ukrainian refugees fleeing the Russian invasion, even as many Afghans were still waiting for their number to be called.
"We had hopes to be able to start over in the U.S., to build a future for our families," said Homaira Haidari, 28, who has been in Pakistan since early 2023 waiting for relocation to the United States. She found out about Trump's executive order on social media. "It feels like our dreams are falling apart," she said.
Haidari, a former journalist and midwifery student, has seen her prospects in Afghanistan wither. Female reporters have become a rare sight under the Taliban, and as of last month, women were banned from pursuing careers as nurses or midwives.
The United States has remained a major contributor of financial aid to Afghanistan, sending money through U.N. agencies and other organizations that allow the funds to bypass authorities in Kabul. But Trump suspended all foreign assistance programs on Monday for 90 days, pending review, and has threatened to permanently cut off funding unless the Taliban returns the billions of dollars in military equipment left behind by U.S. troops.

Norwegian Refugee Council chief Jan Egeland said on Jan. 19 that the U.S. order to halt foreign aid for 90 days will be "disastrous" in Afghanistan.


Jan Egeland, secretary general of the Norwegian Refugee Council, warned that a sustained halt to U.S. assistance would have severe ripple effects in Afghanistan, worsening the country's economic crisis and probably forcing aid groups to lay off female workers.
"Women and girls in Afghanistan would further suffer, and lives will be lost," he said.
Shaiq Hussain contributed to this report.
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Prince Harry settles with Murdoch's U.K. tabloids, gets long-sought apology
News Group Newspapers offered a "full and unequivocal apology" to Harry for the "serious intrusion" into his private life by the Sun between 1996 and 2011.
By Karla Adam, William Booth | 2025-01-22

Prince Harry's attorney David Sherborne speaks outside the High Court in London after a settlement was reached in the prince's legal action alleging unlawful information-gathering by Rupert Murdoch's News Group Newspapers. (Alastair Grant/AP)


LONDON -- A much-anticipated trial pitting a crusading prince against a media giant ended before it began Wednesday, when Prince Harry reached a last-minute settlement with Rupert Murdoch's British media group that included an eight-figure sum and a "full and unequivocal apology."
Murdoch's News Group Newspapers (NGN) acknowledged "serious intrusion" into Harry's private life, including "incidents of unlawful activities carried out by private investigators" working for Murdoch's Sun tabloid, as well as "phone hacking, surveillance and misuse of private information by journalists and private investigators" working for the shuttered News of the World, according to a statement read in court by Harry's attorney David Sherborne.
NGN also apologized for intrusions into the private life of Harry's mother, the late Princess Diana, and acknowledged that years of extensive coverage had caused distress for Harry and damaged his relationships with family and friends.
NGN said it had agreed to pay "substantial damages" to Harry, the younger son of King Charles III, and to Tom Watson, a former deputy leader of the Labour Party. The amount was not disclosed in court, but the eight figures reported is far more than they could have expected to be awarded through a trial.
In a statement read by Sherborne outside the courthouse, Harry and Watson called the outcome of the case "a monumental victory" and "a vindication for the hundreds of other claimants who were strong-armed into settling, without being able to get to the truth of what was done to them."
Harry and Watson were the last claimants actively pursuing phone-hacking litigation against Murdoch publications in Britain. NGN has settled with 1,300 people over the years, with payments before this latest deal reportedly totaling more than 1 billion pounds, or $1.2 billion. Because phones now prevent voicemail intercepts of the sort involved in these cases, and because of time limitations on filing claims, few new cases are expected to emerge.
But Harry and Watson said their settlement shouldn't be the end. On Wednesday, they called for "police and Parliament to investigate not only the unlawful activity now finally admitted, but the perjury and cover ups along the way."

Lawyer David Sherborne read a statement from Prince Harry after reaching a settlement with News Group Newspapers in London on Jan. 22.


Watson told reporters he would give London's Metropolitan Police a dossier "exposing wrongdoing" linked to the case.
The Met said in a statement that there were "no active police investigations into allegations of phone hacking or related matters" but that the department would "await any correspondence from the parties involved" in the case and would "respond in due course."
Murdoch and his News of the World tabloid had previously apologized to some individual victims of hacking, but the official line had long been that voicemail interception and other illegal methods of obtaining private information had been limited to a few rogue reporters working for that one outlet, which Murdoch closed in 2011. Wednesday's apology was the first acknowledgment by NGN of wrongdoing associated with the still-publishing Sun. NGN stressed in an emailed statement that this was for activity carried about by private investigators working for the Sun, not by journalists.
Steven Barnett, a communications professor at the University of Westminster, said the admissions about the Sun were "a complete vindication for Prince Harry's crusade."
"It's a hugely significant day, because the Sun and Murdoch have spent years, more than 15 years, trying to pretend that nothing happened at the Sun," Barnett said. "I know that their admission is they've tried to limit it to private investigators, but these were clearly private investigators who were commissioned by or authorized by journalists at the Sun. So that is a big deal."
The NGN apology did not address the allegation that senior Murdoch company executives had engaged in a coverup. In their statement Wednesday, Harry and Watson repeated that allegation, asserting that "senior executives deliberately obstructed justice by deleting over 30 million emails, destroying back-up tapes and making false denials -- all in the face of an on-going police investigation. They then repeatedly lied under oath to cover their tracks."
NGN had "strongly denied" that narrative in pretrial proceedings, and said Wednesday that "extensive evidence would have been called in trial to rebut these allegations from senior staff from technology and legal."
The claimants, though, objected that no senior executives or editors had submitted testimony or been scheduled to appear as witnesses. "The failure of each of these key individuals to come and answer questions under oath spoke volumes in itself, but their collective silence is deafening," Harry and Watson said in their statement Wednesday.
They added that "far from being relics of a distant past, many of those behind these unlawful practices remain firmly entrenched in senior positions today, both within News UK and other media outlets across the world, wielding editorial power and perpetuating the toxic culture in which they continue to thrive."
An executive summary of the claimants' arguments, shared with The Washington Post before the settlement, indicated that Harry's and Watson's legal teams had planned to allege in court that "a pivotal role" in directing the email deletions had been played by Sun editor Rebekah Brooks, now a senior executive for Murdoch, and News International general manager William Lewis, now publisher and CEO of The Post.
Both Brooks and Lewis have denied allegations of wrongdoing. NGN has acknowledged that emails were removed but said that the process was part of a planned system migration and a new data retention policy, and that additional instructions were given to preserve emails potentially relevant to a police investigation.
Murdoch's companies are known for offering big payouts to avoid messy public trials. And sometimes those settlements have come at late stages like this. In 2023, Fox News avoided a trial with Dominion Voting Systems after agreeing to pay $787.5 million. That deal was finalized between jury selection and opening arguments.

Anthony Hudson, a lawyer for News Group Newspapers, arrives with his legal team at the High Court in London on Wednesday. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


According to Harry's account in court filings, his brother, Prince William, settled out of court with Murdoch's newspaper group for a "seven-figure sum" in 2020.
But it came as something of a surprise that Harry would be willing to accept a settlement.
The 40-year-old prince has made it his "life's mission" to reform the media and its celebrity coverage. And he indicated that he was willing to take a big financial hit to get a public airing of allegations against NGN.
Other people "settled because they had to settle," Harry said at a New York Times DealBook Summit last month. "Therefore, one of the main reasons for seeing this through is accountability, because I'm the last person that can actually achieve that, and also closure for these 1,300 people and families."
Even if Harry had prevailed in court, he could have been stuck with a huge bill. Under English law, if claimants have refused a settlement that is worth more than the damages they are eventually awarded, they are on the hook for the legal fees of both sides. The system is designed to encourage parties to settle and not take up the court's time, but it is frustrating for those who want their day in court.
Actor Hugh Grant was part of Harry's lawsuit before he settled last year. "News Group are claiming they are entirely innocent of the things I had accused the Sun of doing," Grant said in a thread on X. "As is common with entirely innocent people, they are offering me an enormous sum of money to keep this matter out of court."
But Grant said his lawyers had advised him that if he won a court trial, "I would still be liable for something approaching PS10 million in costs." He said he would donate his settlement money to groups pushing for accountability. Harry and Watson did not say how their settlement money would be spent.
Analysts said it would have been reasonable to expect Harry's trial to cost roughly 1 million pounds ($1.2 million) in legal fees for each week the court was in session.
The settlement came after a day of theatrics in the courtroom.
The trial had been set to start Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. Lawyers and journalists filled two rooms at London's High Court, which hears important civil cases. A phalanx of photographers waited outside, hoping to spot one of the many high-profile witnesses expected to attend the eight-week trial.
But lawyers for both sides sought to delay the opening of the trial. Anthony Hudson, a lawyer for NGN, said that the two sides had "very intense discussions" but that "time-difference issues" had posed problems. Harry lives in California, which is eight hours behind London time.
Judge Timothy Fancourt granted two delays but refused a third. He said he recognized there was "a settlement dynamic at play" but said both sides had had "ample time" to come to an agreement, and it was time to start the trial. The lawyers appealed his decision, buying them time.
By Wednesday morning, they had reached a deal.
Harry launched his lawsuit against NGN in 2019. In court filings, he said he had learned in 2012 of an arrangement between the royal family and "senior executives" working for Murdoch: The royals wouldn't sue as long as they could expect an eventual resolution and apology after the conclusion of other hacking litigation. But the years dragged on with no resolution.
According to Harry's account, he texted his brother in September 2019 to say he was moving ahead with legal proceedings against NGN. "Obviously my aim is to expose all their lies and manipulation to the public, to get a public apology for all of us and to get some justice. It's certainly not the easy decision as they've always terrified me, but it's without doubt the right and only one to make."
Harry suggested to William that their grandmother Queen Elizabeth II approved. Harry texted: "After speaking to granny just now, feel this is the best course of action."
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At U.S.-Canada border, anxieties on both sides as Trump takes office
In Manitoba, along the longest undefended border in the world, Canadians push back against Trump's allegations of an "invasion" of migrants and drugs. 
By Amanda Coletta | 2025-01-22
EMERSON, Manitoba -- The U.S.-Canada border, once hailed as the "longest border of peace on Earth," has become a flash point in bilateral relations.
Like much of the 5,525-mile frontier, the line dividing this rural town from North Dakota and Minnesota is marked by few fences or imposing barriers, a testament to the close ties between the two nations. But now, President Donald Trump is threatening to impose 25 percent tariffs on Canada and Mexico, citing an "invasion" of fentanyl and migrants through the northern and southern U.S. borders as one justification.
Canadian officials bristle at comparisons to Mexico's border, where migrant and drug trafficking issues far outweigh those on the northern U.S. border. But in an attempt to stave off tariffs, Canada announced a $900 million border security plan last month.
According to U.S. Customs and Border Protection, agents apprehended a record number of people at the northern border in the most recent fiscal year, but those apprehensions are minuscule compared with those at the southern border -- and are falling.

An aerial photo of Pembina, North Dakota, a town of about 500 people that is near the U.S.-Canada border. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 


Canadians worry that Trump's immigration crackdown could push migrants north, as during his first term. Emerson -- with a population of about 660 -- was one of the Canadian communities that saw an increase in irregular border crossers, many of them trudging across prairie fields through waist-deep snow in harrowing journeys.
"We don't have the resources for a huge influx," said David Carlson, the reeve of the municipality of Emerson-Franklin, similar to a mayor. "I don't know how we would handle it."

Cars line up to enter Canada at the Pembina-Emerson Border Crossing station earlier this month. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 


Many irregular crossings from Canada occur in the U.S. Border Patrol's Swanton Sector, a 295-mile stretch of border separating Quebec and Ontario from Vermont, New York and New Hampshire.
David Favro, the sheriff of Clinton County, New York, said locals have found migrants who have crossed from Quebec hiding in barns, trailers and abandoned buildings. Crossing is dangerous, particularly at night and in winter, and his office is often called to rescue migrants who are lost or hypothermic.
"We have a lot of technology up here," Favro told The Washington Post. "But there's not enough boots on the ground from the Border Patrol to even respond."

An aerial view of the Noyes-Emerson East Border Crossing, which was closed in 2006. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 


U.S. border agents apprehended 23,721 people at the northern border in fiscal year 2024, according to CBP data -- a sharp increase from 10,021 in the 2023 fiscal year and 2,238 the year before that.
While the reason for this dramatic increase is unclear, some analysts and Canadian officials suggest it could have been a result of migrants acquiring visas to enter Canada as a back door to the United States. Under pressure from U.S. officials and premiers, Ottawa last year imposed visa requirements on Mexicans to address these concerns.
Still, apprehensions on the northern border account for just 1.5 percent of those at U.S. land borders. After peaking in June, irregular crossings from Canada have also fallen. U.S. agents made 510 arrests along the world's longest border in December, or 16 per day on average. Illegal crossings in the Swanton Sector area fell by 89 percent from June to December.

U.S. and Canadian border patrol agents keep watch by snowmobile earlier this month. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 


The border security plan announced by Canadian officials last month includes an aerial surveillance task force, Blackhawk helicopters, drones and new technology to detect fentanyl.
Officials here said Monday they received "positive feedback" on the plan over the weekend from Trump administration officials, including "border czar" Tom Homan. But hours later, Trump told reporters that he's still "thinking" of imposing tariffs on Canada and Mexico on Feb. 1 "because they're allowing vast numbers of people ... to come in and fentanyl to come in."
U.S. authorities confiscated 43 pounds of fentanyl at the northern border in the most recent fiscal year -- 0.2 percent of the volume seized at the U.S.-Mexico border.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Sgt. Chris Browne with his canine unit partner, Mack, near the U.S. northern border in Emerson. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 



Cameras monitor activity along the border in Emerson. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post)


Canadian officials also plan to propose to their U.S. counterparts the creation of a joint task force to target organized crime groups responsible for irregular border crossings.
Smugglers on the U.S.-Canada border can make from $300 to $20,000 per person, according to Canadian authorities and a Post review of court records. Some advertise their services on social media. One Instagram account touts "fully safe" crossings from Montreal to the United States: "30 min walk no arrest no camp," it says.
"No one should listen to the lies of smugglers; individuals who cross irregularly will be subject to removal if they do not have a legal basis to remain and will lose the ability to benefit from lawful pathways," a CBP spokesperson said in a statement.

Sgt. Lance Goldau of the RCMP drives past an old crossing station in Emerson. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 


On a bitterly cold morning this month, Sgt. Lance Goldau steered his truck across the snow-blanketed prairie to "hot spots" for migrant crossings into Emerson, a mixture of gravel, snow and ice crunching underneath.
The head of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police's border enforcement team in Manitoba kept his eyes peeled for footsteps in the snow and items migrants might have left behind. In Emerson, where everyone knows everyone, locals are a useful source of tips, he said.
Trump has complained about irregular crossings into the United States from Canada. But after his election in November, officials here have been preparing for a surge in crossings in the opposite direction -- a repeat of what happened during his first term.
Under the Safe Third Country Agreement, which went into effect in 2004, Canada could turn back asylum seekers attempting to enter from the United States -- and vice versa -- but it applied only at official border crossings. Asylum seekers could still enter at unauthorized crossings to make their claims.
Tens of thousands of asylum seekers began to cross into Canada at unofficial crossings beginning in 2017 as Trump sought to limit immigration and asylum, most of them crossing through a footpath in Quebec. The agreement was expanded to include the entire land border in 2023. Advocates warned that would push migrants to make riskier, more off-the-beaten-path journeys.

Manitoba RCMP's integrated border enforcement team patrols the border in Emerson earlier this month. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post)


The perils of irregular crossings weigh heavily here. In 2017, a Ghanaian woman died of hypothermia just south of Emerson. Several migrants attempting to enter Canada have lost limbs to frostbite over the years.
Migrants are "not dressed properly for the climate," Goldau said. "It poses a huge safety risk."
In 2022, four members of an Indian family, including an infant, froze to death in a blizzard in Emerson while trying to cross into the United States. It was minus-31 degrees Fahrenheit. One of the smugglers texted his wife: "They going to die before they get here."
A Minnesota jury in November convicted two men in the case. U.S. prosecutors alleged that they were part of a large operation that brought Indian nationals to Canada on student visas and smuggled them across the border.
Irregular crossings into Canada have continued, even if in smaller numbers. At the Emerson-Pembina Border Crossing station, the fourth-busiest on the northern border, authorities said there were contingency plans in case of another surge.
In one room, the belongings of two men who had walked across a field into Canada last week were piled into buckets as the Canada Border Services Agency processed their claims. They were part of a group of six that an RCMP aircraft had spotted. The others had been sent back to the United States, authorities said.

Items belonging to people who tried to illegally enter Canada but were detained at the Pembina-Emerson Border Crossing station. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 


Cross-border ties run deep in Emerson, a town named for the American essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson. Families and friendships span the frontier. Firefighters from one side respond to wildfires on the other.
And authorities rely on cross-border collaboration to respond to migrant crossings. In November, U.S. Border Patrol alerted the RCMP that a group of six migrants was heading their way, allowing Canadian authorities and a police dog named Mack to intercept them, Goldau said.
Lyndi Needham owns the Red Roost Motel in Pembina, North Dakota, on the opposite side of the border. She said the town of 500 is ill-equipped to help the migrants who gather there before or after their crossings.
"We don't have a food pantry," Needham said. "We have no transportation services of any kind. ... These needy people show up here and we have almost nothing to offer them."
Still, she added, "what we have here is not the mess that happens on the southern border."

The Red Roost Motel in Pembina, North Dakota, where migrants have been known to gather. (Tim Gruber for The Washington Post) 
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Netflix hikes prices as its lead widens over other streaming services
The company raised subscription prices across most plans in the U.S. and several other markets. It added 19 million subscribers in the fourth quarter of last year. 
By Aaron Gregg, Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-01-22

Netflix's annual operating income exceeded $10 billion for the first time in its history. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


Netflix has raised its prices after gaining a record 41 million subscribers last year.
The world's largest streaming service said Tuesday that it had raised subscription rates for most plans in the United States, Canada, Portugal and Argentina. For U.S. users, Netflix's ad-supported plan increased from $6.99 to $7.99 monthly, while a standard subscription has increased from $15.49 to $17.99. The platform's premium ad-free plan -- which allows four users to stream concurrently -- went up by $2, to $24.99 per month.
Also Tuesday, Netflix announced annual operating income that exceeded $10 billion for the first time in its history, on the back of year-on-year revenue growth of 16 percent.
Wall Street cheered the news, with the company's stock price gaining about 12 percent by midmorning Wednesday.
Netflix added 19 million paid subscribers in the fourth quarter of the year -- buoyed, it said, in part by the recent release of the second season of "Squid Game" and a push into live sports, including NFL games and the internet-viral boxing match between Mike Tyson and YouTuber-turned-boxer Jake Paul.
Netflix's massive scale allows it to buy more high-dollar material, making it harder for other services to compete, Evercore ISI analyst Mark Mahaney said.
"For [Netflix] to raise prices across all of their plans, they must be really confident that it's not going to lead to a consumer backlash," he said.
Netflix raised prices in its other international markets in the past couple of quarters without problems, co-chief executive Greg Peters said. "Those changes have gone smoothly," Peters said. "We certainly expect the same for these latest changes."
At $7.99 monthly, the ad-supported plan still represents "a highly accessible entry point," Peters said. The cheapest monthly plans for some of the largest streaming services other than Netflix include $8.99 for Amazon's Prime Video, $9.99 each for Disney Plus and Max, and $7.99 for Paramount Plus.
Disney Plus, Paramount Plus and Max sometimes give discounts to new or returning users, especially during the holiday shopping season, while Netflix rarely does. And some services, including Netflix, are occasionally offered as part of a bundle.
Don't expect Netflix's price hike to prompt rivals to do the same, Wedbush Securities Managing Director Dan Ives said. Other streaming services instead will hold their prices steady and try to gain market share, he said.
Netflix "stands at the top of the mountain looking down at competitors," Ives said in an email.
Netflix projected revenue of between $43.5 billion and $44.5 billion for 2025, equating to growth of about 12 percent to 14 percent year over year -- a significant reversal in outlook from recent years, when some industry watchers had forecast decreasing stock values after the company reported a decline in subscribers in 2022 for the first time in a decade.
As the market for streaming services has grown increasingly crowded, Netflix has sought to maintain its position by cracking down on password sharing, diversifying its products with a cheaper ad-supported plan and making a foray into mobile gaming.
The company is an undisputed leader in streaming video, with 302 million paying subscribers. 
By comparison, Disney reported 123 million global subscribers for its Disney Plus Core service at the end of September, the most recent period for which figures are publicly available, and an additional 35 million subscribers for Disney Plus Hotstar, a joint venture in India. Hulu, which is owned by Disney, had 51 million paid subscribers.
Amazon reported over 200 million monthly viewers for Amazon Prime. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) Warner Brothers Discovery said in its latest quarterly report that it had more than 110 million subscribers across its services, which include Max and Discovery Plus.
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This spiced Moroccan red tea is a warming, tingling elixir        
Khunjul, an infusion of chiles and spices, is sweet, tart and pungent.
By M. Carrie Allan | 2025-01-23

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post/food styling by Marie Ostrosky  for The Washington Post)


This past December -- amid a sunset crowd of vendors selling pomegranates, spices and snacks of steamed snails; henna tattooists, snake "charmers" with all the charm of used-car salesmen, fez-twirling dancers, curious tourists and hungry locals; and likely pickpockets taking advantage of everyone's distraction -- I tasted one of the best nonalcoholic drinks I've had in a long time.
That December was almost entirely dry for me was an accidental outcome, not an attempt to jump the gun on Dry January. I keep my alcohol consumption at a low level all the time, treating cocktails the way I do pizza and large slabs of chocolate cake: pleasures not for daily use. Dry January, Sober October, Abstinence August, No Booze Tues, and whatever TikTok might hand us next, just don't work for me. I prefer Slightly Damp Whole Year.
Get the recipe: Khunjul (Moroccan Spiced Red Tea)
My mostly-dry December happened because my sister, Molly, and I took a long-planned trip through Morocco, going from Rabat to the Western Sahara, passing through the Atlas Mountains and ending in Marrakesh. With all the cultures, religions and histories that have intersected in the country over centuries, it is a destination I cannot recommend highly enough, especially as presented by our guide, Ibrahim Laarif, a native Moroccan who served rotating roles as cultural and religious interpreter, translator, historian, blocker of hawkers, and procurer of stamps, local snacks and stomach medicines to treat their effects.
Usually when I travel, I try to hit some local craft cocktail spots, but I had no such expectation on this trip. Moroccan laws and attitudes about drinking are deeply shaped by Islam. Around 99 percent of the population is Sunni Muslim; the sacred texts of Islam are fundamentally consistent in forbidding alcohol; and the Quran is explicit about avoiding drinking alcohol before prayer. Morocco has a more moderate approach on the issue than many other Islamic countries, though: Drinking is not illegal. You can buy alcohol in shops and there are licensed bars and restaurants that serve it, but both cater mostly to expats and foreigners -- and Ibrahim told me that it's not uncommon for police to enter such places, find Moroccans drinking there and remove them for a talking to. So there's the law, and there's how it's enforced.
It was interesting to spend two weeks where alcohol is not a linchpin of meals and socializing -- personally, culturally and in terms of what we drank in the absence of beer, wine and cocktails. In the U.S., the uptick in nondrinkers has sparked a surge in nonalcoholic products, including wine, craft beers, mocktails and zero-proof spirits, reflecting a growing demand from those seeking the social and sensory experiences of drinking without the alcohol. But Morocco made me think about how many delicious nonalcoholic drinks have been available for centuries.
As with alcoholic products, today's commercial NA products are a mixed bag -- I've tried some that are terrific, and some that are assertively off-putting or so subtle they weren't worth their price tag. And there's added complexity around the number of products pitched to the "sober" that contain other psychoactive compounds such as THC. I doubt humans will ever lose the desire to experiment with substances that alter their consciousness, even as that desire changes shape.
Drinking mostly hot mint tea, fresh fruit juices and nos-nos (half coffee-half milk, also sometimes written as nous nous) for two weeks made me realize that the list of newer NA products that I'd purchase -- before turning instead to mint tea or the warmth of spiced chai or cooling horchata or one of the many hibiscus-based drinks common from Africa to the Caribbean to Asia -- is still a pretty short list.
In Morocco, mint tea is ubiquitous, a green gunpowder tea served hot, with fresh mint and often other herbs steeping into it. "Berber whiskey," as it's often cheekily known -- in reference to the indigenous people who have lived in North Africa for millennia -- is offered as a gesture of hospitality everywhere you go. "If couscous or a tagine symbolizes Morocco on the plate, then mint tea does so in the glass," Jeff Koehler wrote in the "North African Cookbook." "Mint tea starts and ends a day, is sipped as a midmorning and afternoon break, precedes and finishes a meal."
We drank it daily on our trip, and I could taste the variations in the herbs added from one place to the next. I had a moment of deep confusion when one of our hosts noted that he was adding absinthe instead of mint, only to realize that he meant not the drink but the bitter herb, wormwood, that gives the high-proof spirit its signature flavor.
I had expected the mint tea (I'm a big fan of a cocktail that incorporates it, the L'Aventura Punch). I had not been prepared for khunjul. But given Marrakesh's centuries of history as a stop for spice traders, maybe I should have been?
On one of our nights in Marrakesh, Ibrahim took our group around to a few select food and drink vendors in the Djemaa el-Fna, the ancient square near the labyrinthine market. Big copper pots were steaming at several stalls, but Ibrahim told me that he always goes to No. 69, because its vendor, Mustapha El Bahja, was the first to start selling it in the square decades ago. Ibrahim presented the drink almost as a dare, hot in a glass teacup. Deep red, its fumes were a punch in the face -- partly, I found out later, because Ibrahim added a sliver of crystalized menthol from the herbalist we'd visited in the souk.
Under that blast of minty vapors, it was sweet, tart and pungent. The flavor reminded me a bit of Angostura bitters, that deep, rich baking spice, but with more chile heat, florality and fruitiness. My eyes watered. My taste buds whooped.
The stall had posted a list of the ingredients, nearly 20 different spices that included galangal, ginger, cinnamon, cloves, peppercorn and many more. I snapped a shot of the list and did some more digging on khunjul later, and Ibrahim was kind enough to tell me about drinking it growing up. His family would have it every Thursday in the winter -- it's a drink people turn to warm themselves when temperatures dip, as well as to treat various respiratory ailments and colds. It's also considered an aphrodisiac. People make it at home, and the spice roster varies based on what conditions they're trying to remedy. Like so many drinks, what I was experiencing as a source of pleasurable intrigue started out, and continues to be used, as medicine.
I realize that suggesting you pop over to Marrakesh for the real deal may not be realistic. With some online reading, Ibrahim's tips and that precious posted ingredient list, I attempted a version. It is, no doubt, a shadow of the Moroccan quaff. I'm but a tourist dipping my toe -- or tongue! -- into this complex vat of spicy goodness.
I suspect some folks will find the roster of ingredients undesirable, but to be fair: I scaled back their number significantly. I did keep one of the listed components that Ibrahim said is unusual for khunjul -- dried hibiscus flowers, which were instrumental to the flavor and color that I experienced, and which made me wonder about possible connections between khunjul and sorrel, the spicy hibiscus drink with roots in West Africa. If you play around with the recipe, let me know if you land on a spice ratio you like -- and if those aphrodisiacal qualities kick in, I don't want to know about it.
Get the recipe: Khunjul (Moroccan Spiced Red Tea)
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Asking Eric: My wife interrupts our time together to answer her phone
Wife thinks the letter writer is overreacting about her phone use during their time together.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-01-23
Dear Eric: My wife and I are both 70. We recently gave up our landline and now both carry our cellphones. Lately my wife, when receiving a text or call, will stop what she's doing to reply. While eating lunch together recently and having a conversation, a text came in and she interrupted our talk to respond.
I voiced my feelings about being made to feel second class and asked if she couldn't have waited to address this, unless it was timely or very important. She acknowledged it wasn't a time-sensitive issue but said she wasn't being disrespectful. I told her that I disagreed with that and asked her to please prioritize in similar situations.
Tonight, we were watching a TV show together and with three minutes left, the conclusion unfolding, her brother called. The show was paused and she then proceeded to have a five-minute conversation about dinner plans for an evening 10 days from now.
I left the room, turned on another TV and watched the end by myself. When she asked what my problem was, I again explained there was no reason she couldn't have called him back after we were done watching the show together. She disagreed and said it was just a few minutes. I found this extremely rude and asked her again to prioritize these situations. She tells me I am overreacting. Having not grown up with these technological situations, I'd appreciate your thoughts.
-- No Call List
No Call: The technology is a factor here, but a bigger part may be a desire to have more meaningful time with your wife.
Having a cellphone on you can sometimes seem like being perpetually on hold. The minute it rings or buzzes, you feel an impulse to respond in a way that landlines, stationed on a wall or counter rather than in our pockets, rarely trigger. It's an easy habit to fall into and a hard one to break.
So, some of this is novelty and the siren song of technology.
But, even if the phone wasn't ringing, I think you'd still be yearning to feel valued by and connected to your wife. After all, these are only minutes-long digressions.
It's okay to ask for more intentional connection and have it not become an indictment of her phone. It's also okay to ask for a "no phones" hour while you watch a show or share a meal. Leave them in another room or plugged into a charger.
You'll get more quality time, and feel less annoyed about interruptions, if you approach this proactively and map out times that you can feel appreciated and show your appreciation for your wife.
Dear Eric: I have a friend who has struggled with mental health issues following a breakdown a few years ago. She has a diagnosis and is on medication. She is not supposed to drink alcohol while on the medication, but continues to do so, despite hearing the concerns from her friends and family. She is not a raging alcoholic but does have a couple of cocktails most days. She is also very depressed and clearly not on a good path.
I know that no one can make the decision to get better but her. It's hard to watch her suffer, and it's also frustrating to know that she could do something about it but won't. She is my friend, and I care about her, but I don't feel that I can stand by and watch this unfold any longer. Do I remove myself from the friendship? Do I make it clear to her how I feel, despite knowing she will react negatively? Do I do nothing?
-- Frustrated Friend
Friend: Stay in her life but set good boundaries. You can be clear with her that some of her behavior is concerning and destructive and it hurts to be around her. If she reacts negatively, hold your ground and tell her you'll be there for her when she cools off. It's up to her to accept the outstretched hand (and to see that it's not a wagging finger, scolding her).
You're correct that she's the only one who can decide to make a change. But you can investigate resources for providing her support and pointing her toward recovery by visiting the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Association.
Being a good friend doesn't mean accepting everything your friend does. Sometimes the best thing a friend can do is call us out on dangerous behavior or express concern about unhealthy patterns. Ask yourself what you need to feel safe in this friendship and relate to her from that place. That will keep you from getting too drawn in but will still provide her with someone to call when she's ready to seek help.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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This roasted feta fattoush leans on a zingy za'atar dressing
A fattoush salad at chef Michael Rafidi's Yellow cafe inspired this recipe.
By Daniela Galarza | 2025-01-23

Roasted Feta Fattoush. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
The first time I dined at Albi, chef Michael Rafidi's rousing party of a restaurant in Washington's Navy Yard neighborhood, I noticed a tiny, beautiful detail: Every time a lemon wedge garnished a piece of fish or a grilled kebab or a plate of slender flatbreads, one tip of it was neatly coated in za'atar, a jaunty green hat on a sliver of gold.
The za'atar in question here is the spice mix, which traditionally contains sumac, sesame seeds and the herb za'atar -- a fuzzy-leafed, musky green in the oregano, marjoram and thyme family that grows wild throughout the Levant.
Get the recipe: Roasted Feta Fattoush
As a za'atar enthusiast, I became fixated on the restaurant's fervent use of the seasoning. There it was with roast duck. And was that a pinch of it on the mushrooms? Mellowed in olive oil, it was brushed on nearly every pillow-like pita. The woodsy tartness of the spice blend goes well with seemingly everything, flora and fauna. I later learned that its use -- categorically common among cuisines of the Levant -- extended to Rafidi's other restaurants.
In the fall of 2023, at Yellow, the chef's casual cafe, I ate a salad that now has its own file inside my brain. There's a note on my phone about it: "Fattoush: Pita is coated with olive oil and za'atar and roasted or fried until crisp, then broken up and -- just before serving -- tossed with sliced apples, cucumber, fresh mint, basil and crumbled feta. Dressing: harissa, sumac, what else?"
Ever since, I've been mixing up similar salads at home. Though I'd had fattoush many times before, at homes and restaurants, Rafidi's was different. Its flavors, temperatures and textures coexisted in a gorgeous, vibrant equilibrium.
Needless to say, I've never re-created the real deal. This recipe for Roasted Feta Fattoush is inspired by the one served at Yellow. Unsurprisingly, it starts with za'atar.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


A tablespoon of the seasoning blend goes into a fairly standard vinaigrette, along with lemon juice, garlic and honey. Some of this -- good enough, I think, to sip like a cocktail -- is drizzled on top of slabs of feta, sweet potatoes and green beans before they're roasted. The feta gets burnished in the oven; use sheep's-milk feta for an even creamier result.
The roasted cheese and vegetables go onto beds of greens along with radish slices and fresh herbs. Meanwhile, the pita is brushed with oil and broiled on that same sheet pan. Just before serving, it's broken into shards and layered onto each salad, along with the remaining za'atar dressing.
But before you plate everything up, be sure to taste each element, then dip a green bean into the dressing. You're looking for a balance between sour, sweet and salty; creamy and crunchy; and fresh and cooked. It's tricky to reach such an equilibrium, and, for each of us, it's unique. But tweaking until you get there? Forgive the cliche, but that's the spice of life.
Get the recipe: Roasted Feta Fattoush
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Ask Sahaj: I'm offended my friend said I'm the 'dominant' one in my marriage
A friend said she wished she was "dominant" like the letter writer. Was that a slight?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-01-23

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My husband and I were out with another couple, who are pretty close friends. While walking from dinner to a concert, our friend said she wished she could be the dominant one in their relationship as I am in ours. I've had trouble getting beyond the comment. My husband and I make decisions together, and I'm respectful of his opinion. Yes, I'm louder, but that doesn't mean I'm dominant. Was this an offensive comment, or am I overly sensitive?
If we'd had this conversation without our husbands, I don't think it would have bothered me as much. It felt like she was trying to send my husband a message.
-- Loud Mouth
Loud Mouth: Your sensitivity about the comment could be about your friendship, or it could be about an underlying feeling or previous experience that is being activated by your friend's word choice.
I wonder if this specific comment your friend made feels especially hurtful because it's an insecurity you have about yourself? Reflect on this narrative of being "dominant" and why this word choice felt so offensive to you. Maybe it's because of past experiences where being "loud" or "dominant" was used against you in a relationship. Maybe there are cultural or gender norms you were conditioned to uphold. Or maybe it triggers internalized beliefs you've learned from society around being a "bossy" woman -- especially because this is often paired with other harmful descriptors.
What do you think it says about you if you are, in fact, an assertive partner? Why do you think this threatens the "respect" you show your partner? You may struggle with the belief that having a "dominant" personality is bad, but there's nothing inherently or morally wrong with that. And it may help you to really interrogate how your "dominant" trait has been a positive quality in your life, work and relationships. After some personal reflection, you may even consider broaching this with your husband and asking him what he thinks about her word choice to describe you as a partner. He may be able to offer reassurance, and even more, regardless of what your friend thinks, you and your husband want to be on the same page about what's working -- or not -- in your relationship.
If you continue to reflect on this and find that it's less about your beliefs and internalized stories, then it may be time to give deeper thought to this friendship. I chatted with a relational health educator, Danielle Bayard Jackson, about your dilemma, and she mentioned that the history of your friendship matters. "It helps to survey a few things before deciding what to make of it. Does the evidence of her supporting you as an individual and as a couple outweigh any evidence otherwise? Also, does your friend have a tendency of making passive-aggressive remarks toward you or others?" she says. If your friend's comment isn't consistent with other incidents, then try extending the benefit of the doubt to her.
But if you find it hard to let go, then kindly and honestly bring up your feelings to your friend next time you get together one-on-one. This may sound like: "I've been thinking a lot about something you said a few weeks ago, and I wanted to talk to you about it. You said that I'm the 'dominant' one in my marriage, and you said it in front of [husband's name]. I wasn't sure what you meant, and I'd like to hear more, because it did hurt my feelings." Focus on the impact of her comment and show curiosity for what she may have meant or how she perceives you as "dominant." As Jackson suggests, "This could be an opportunity for her to clarify what she meant while putting you at ease. It helps to eliminate the ambiguity as much as possible -- and sometimes that means asking questions when you're unsure before you make the wrong assumptions and it creates emotional distance."
It's even possible your friend was projecting her own insecurities about not being as confident or assertive and simply complimenting you. Regardless, it's okay for you to have feelings about the interaction. You just want to decide how to manage and tend to them without letting it cause a fracture in your relationships -- with others and with yourself.
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Pizza driver gets $2 tip in snowstorm. Outcry leads to $30,000 more. 
The driver trekked a half-mile from his car to make the $40 pizza delivery. When a police officer spotted him and posted on TikTok, tips poured in.   
By Sydney Page | 2025-01-23

Police officer Richard Craig, left, with pizza delivery driver Connor Stephanoff. (Richard Craig)


Police officer Richard Craig was at a bus crash during the height of a January snowstorm when he noticed a pizza deliverer trudging through the falling snow. The man was breathless and holding an empty pizza bag.
"It was shocking to me; the roads were nearly impassable," said Craig, a police lieutenant in Avon, Indiana. "I was like: 'I can't believe this kid is doing this. ... I've got to record this because nobody will believe what I'm seeing.'"
Craig struck up a conversation with the delivery person, Connor Stephanoff, 20, who works for Rockstar Pizza in Brownsburg, Indiana. Craig learned that Stephanoff had walked more than half a mile from his car to complete the $40 pizza delivery, as the road was blocked because of the crash.
"Did you get a good tip?" Craig asked Stephanoff.
"Two dollars," Stephanoff replied.
"Are you kidding me?" Craig said. "Cold-blooded!"
The standard tip for a pizza delivery worker ranges from 15 to 20 percent of the order's cost, and people often tip more for large orders and when there is bad weather.
"This man walked through hell and high water to deliver a pizza," Craig said in a video of the Jan. 10 interaction that he later shared on TikTok.
"It made me angry," said Craig, who described the neighborhood where Stephanoff made the delivery as "very affluent." He ran to his car to grab whatever cash he had in his wallet -- about $15 -- and handed it to Stephanoff to make up for the small tip.
"That is enough to rattle someone's spirit and really distract them from continuing that positive work ethic they have," said Craig, adding that he also called Stephanoff's manager to praise him. "Seeing people go above and beyond, especially in their job, it's rare to see in someone his age anymore."
Stephanoff said he didn't consider any other option but to brave the snow. He was wearing sneakers and a sweatshirt -- no jacket or boots.
"I had a job to do," Stephanoff said, noting that he was aware of the $2.15 tip beforehand, as the customer added it online, and he delivered the order regardless. "It was either that or call the shop to refund him."
Craig's impromptu tip, Stephanoff said, surprised and delighted him.
"There's really good people out there," he said. "Someone will see the good you do and you will get a reward."
Little did Stephanoff know that a much larger tip was coming his way. After Craig posted the video on TikTok, people were equally as outraged as he was about the meager tip -- and they asked to contribute. Craig decided to make a GoFundMe campaign on Jan. 12 to collect tips for Stephanoff.
"The $15 from me wasn't enough," Craig said.
Although Craig set the goal for $500, more than $29,350 has poured in. Both he and Stephanoff are stunned.
"It's incredible. ... We've gotten such great support," said Craig, explaining that the more he learned about Stephanoff and his financial circumstances, the more he was inclined to promote the GoFundMe campaign.

Stephanoff with his grandmother Diane Lowe. (Connor Stephanoff)


Stephanoff lives with his grandmother, and he uses his earnings from delivering pizzas to help pay the bills. He doesn't have his own car, so he drives his grandmother's to make deliveries.
"She didn't want me to go drive that day," he said.
Rockstar Pizza -- which gave its delivery workers the option to stay home during the storm -- commended Stephanoff in a Facebook post.

Craig visits Stephanoff at Rockstar Pizza in Brownsburg, Indiana. (Richard Craig)


"He's a great kid who works hard & we're so happy to have him," the restaurant wrote.
"From the bottom of our heart, thank you for showing Connor so much love & support. You have no idea how much this positively affects his family," Rockstar Pizza wrote in a subsequent Facebook post.
Stephanoff will use his windfall to buy a car. He also plans to give a portion to Craig to donate to a charity of his choice, and he will put the rest toward college -- which he hopes to attend one day.
"It will be a huge, huge help," he said of the funds.
Stephanoff said that even if his actions that day yielded no response, he wouldn't have done anything differently.
"Do for others what you would want someone to do for you," he said. "I hope other people see this and also go the extra step."
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Carolyn Hax: Angry at a lifelong friend for a recent, shocking arrest
What is the letter writer's "moral duty" after a lifelong friend is arrested for an awful, but nonviolent, crime?
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-01-23

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: So. A friend was recently arrested for some allegedly awful (nonviolent) behavior. Huge, huge shock to all of us who thought we knew him. I'll skip the details, but here's the dilemma: If he did it -- which all evidence points toward being true -- then what do I/we owe him, as lifelong friends? How can we "be there" for someone who seems to have done something horrendous?
I can see being friends with him again IF he admits guilt and faces consequences. But courts are slow, and what do I do in the meantime? People say he feels awful and realizes how stupid he has been. And if I did something dumb, I'd want my friends to still speak to me.
But I feel angry, and fooled, and really crushed for his family. Yet I'm not family and not personally affected by his actions.
What's my moral duty? How do I weigh my feelings against his needs? For what it's worth, this doesn't have a direct victim, so no one to direct my help toward there.
-- Friend
Friend: If this is a friend-friend vs. acquaintance, then you talk to your friend, no? "I think I'm furious at you, but I want to hear from you first before I commit to that. Are you willing and able to talk to me?" Your words, but get it right out there.
You would want your friends still to speak to you, yes, but certainly you'd need to answer to them. From what I can tell, you've got all this secondhand. He's obviously got bigger things to do than justify himself personally to everyone he knows, but at least take your place in line.
And if/when you get there, it's okay to say you appreciate his willingness to talk to you, and "now I have thinking to do." Especially if you feel burned, you needn't commit to an opinion on the spot.
Unless you have one. You may decide you're done, and that's a defensible consequence of doing awful things.
Re: Arrested: If your friend has a decent lawyer, then you probably won't get much satisfaction out of a conversation with him, because his lawyer will have advised him to keep his trap shut.
-- Anonymous 1
Anonymous 1: True. But an "I can't talk about this right now, but I hear you and respect your concerns and will catch up with you when I can" is information, too. Thanks.
Re: Friend: What can you be arrested for that is so awful but has no victim?
-- Anonymous 2
Anonymous 2: "Direct" victim. No such thing as a victimless crime. Unless it's a repressive regime that criminalizes bodily autonomy, but let's not go down any rabbit holes.
Re: Arrested: I have a friend who committed a crime (nonviolent), and I had a very hard time making sense of it, to the point where I really backed off communicating with him. He eventually pleaded guilty and went to prison, and while in prison, he wrote a letter to me telling me what a horrible, life-ruining mistake he had made. He's out of prison now and, from what I can tell, is doing everything in his power to make it up to his kids and his extended family. He has paid restitution to the victim. He is active in his community. He is very open about what he did and acknowledges the harm it caused. He has spoken about it at his church. He mentors troubled people. I guess my point is: Wait and see. Your friend may redeem himself in ways you could never imagine.
-- Firsthand
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Miss Manners: I had a text message argument with my best friend's husband
Letter writer is an awkward spot after an argument with their best friend's husband.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-01-23
Dear Miss Manners: The opportunity to work remotely has offered many individuals the freedom to engage in work-related activities not only at home, but also in public places such as libraries and cafes -- basically anywhere that offers WiFi and provides tables and chairs for patrons.
This is the case at a coffee shop where I often go to enjoy a coffee and a pastry. They serve coffee in paper cups and bag all food items to go, but if there is an open seat, one can stay and consume the items in the shop.
Unfortunately, this is rarely possible because all of the tables for two are occupied by single customers and their laptops. Usually, they have no food or beverage beside them (presumably having consumed it earlier), but they still retain their spot for one to three hours. I therefore have no choice but to consider my items takeout.
What is the etiquette for working with a laptop in a coffee shop? And what is a reasonable time frame for doing so?
This is a commercial transaction, but even commercial transactions can be gracious -- if everyone knows the rules and abides by them.
Unfortunately, no one does -- not only because camping out in the coffee shop is a relatively new phenomenon, so the rules are still evolving, but also because everyone has a strong opinion and is only too happy to share it. Those opinions are usually punctuated by scolding those who do not immediately comply.
A reasonable guideline is that as the establishment is selling refreshments, not office space, those who wish to remain should replenish their purchases at more-or-less regular intervals.
Dear Miss Manners: I had a text message argument with my best friend's husband. None of the exchanges were offensive.
I thanked him kindly for trying to help find a job for my partner but said that I preferred to handle the situation myself. I had mentioned that working as a caregiver to psychiatric patients was not in alignment with my partner's professional experience, and that I had concerns he could be potentially injured at the job. He then implied that my partner was unmotivated.
My friend said that her husband is very mad at me. She often invites me to see her new home; however, I do not want to inconvenience either of them. What should I say to my friend, as I genuinely do not want to annoy her husband?
Too late. You already annoyed him with your suggestion that psychiatric patients were going to injure your partner, and he already annoyed you by calling your partner unmotivated.
Assuming that you want to maintain the friendship, what you need to avoid is not your friend's husband, but communicating with him only via text. Texting is already prone to misunderstandings because it strips out necessary context. This is exacerbated when the people on either end do not know one another well.
If you do not want to go to your friend's home, invite her to yours for some actual social interaction.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Charles Phan, evangelist for modern Vietnamese cuisine, dies at 62
His San Francisco restaurant, the Slanted Door, was among the first to feature Vietnamese food in a modern, sophisticated setting.
By Harrison Smith | 2025-01-22

Chef Charles Phan in 2017, preparing a dish for an event at the New York City Wine & Food Festival. (Robin Marchant/Getty Images)


Charles Phan, a refugee from war-ravaged Vietnam who, after learning traditional recipes from his aunt and mother, elevated Vietnamese cuisine in the United States through his acclaimed San Francisco restaurant the Slanted Door, died Jan. 20 at a hospital in the city. He was 62.
The cause was cardiac arrest, according to a statement from his restaurant group.
Mr. Phan was among the first chefs to serve Vietnamese food in a modern, sophisticated setting, after decades in which fine dining was dominated by French cooking and other Western cuisines. Beginning in 1995, when he opened the original Slanted Door in the Mission District, he helped propel Asian cooking to the forefront of American dining, demonstrating that dishes like vegetarian spring rolls, caramelized black pepper chicken and beef pho -- "the perfect one-bowl meal," in his view -- were worthy of gourmands' money and attention.
"He was the person who said that preciousness and quality does not have to only be applied to European or Mediterranean food. It can also be understood and valued when it comes to Asian food," said cookbook author Andrea Nguyen, an authority on Vietnamese cuisine. In a phone interview, she added that Mr. Phan helped popularize traditional dishes like shaking beef, or bo luc lac, while also inspiring celebrated restaurants such as Monsoon in Seattle and Moon Rabbit in D.C.
"Charles Phan was the first chef I knew of that made Vietnamese food feel -- I hate using the word 'elevated' -- but kind of brought it to the mainstream," said Kevin Tien, Moon Rabbit's head chef, who has one of Mr. Phan's cookbooks prominently displayed in the restaurant's dining room. "He really made people see Vietnamese food in a new light, and paved the path for what Moon Rabbit is doing today," Tien continued, praising Mr. Phan for his ability "to tell the story of Vietnamese food" -- as well as his own story as a refugee and immigrant -- "and translate that onto a plate."

Mr. Phan and fellow chef Justin Smillie at a 2015 event for the New York City Wine & Food Festival. (Daniel Zuchnik/Getty Images)


As North Vietnamese forces closed in on Saigon in 1975, Mr. Phan and his family fled onto a cargo ship bound for the U.S. territory of Guam. "When we were safe in international water, my mom brought me to the top of the ship and said, 'From now on you need to be in charge of this family and take care of your siblings.' I was 13," Mr. Phan recalled in a 2017 interview with The Washington Post. "My childhood ended that day."
The family lived in a refugee camp before coming to San Francisco in 1977, settling in a cramped two-bedroom apartment in the Tenderloin district. Mr. Phan began helping his parents by cooking meals for their 10-person extended family, supplementing traditional Vietnamese dishes with French foods he learned from chef Jacques Pepin's television appearances.
Aided by a copy of Gourmet magazine, he prepared a full Thanksgiving dinner at 16, complete with turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes and apple pie. (His family hated it, he recalled: "Thank God I'd cooked rice to go with the gravy.")
Even after he opened the Slanted Door, Mr. Phan considered himself "a glorified home cook," not a chef. "The food that we serve at the restaurants is mostly my (and my family's) home cooking -- like scrambled eggs with pork and chicken porridge -- adapted for a restaurant, not the other way around," he wrote in the introduction to his first cookbook, "Vietnamese Home Cooking" (2012). "It is simple and direct cooking, and I think that's the reason we have so many return guests."
Mr. Phan had initially hoped to start a Vietnamese crepe stand or noodle shop in the Tenderloin, a downtown neighborhood home to Little Saigon. After a landlord refused his offer, telling him there were already too many Vietnamese restaurants in the area, he found a space on Valencia Street in the Mission district. He built the Slanted Door for $140,000, aided by relatives who joined him in maxing out their credit cards, and decided that he would keep the menu small, inspired by the Berkeley restaurant Chez Panisse.
"My hunch was that the Vietnamese dishes my mom made at home would be popular here if made with quality ingredients," Mr. Phan told The Post.
He was right. By 2000, when President Bill Clinton came for brunch with his daughter, Chelsea, the restaurant had already hosted celebrities including Mick Jagger and Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy, alongside legions of locals who wanted to try Mr. Phan's shrimp and pork-shoulder spring rolls, made from his mother's recipe.
Slanted Door soon outgrew its original location, moving to the South of Market neighborhood in 2002 and to a 250-seat space in the Ferry Building in 2004. That same year, the James Beard Foundation awarded Mr. Phan a prize for best California chef. The organization inducted him into its culinary Who's Who in 2011 and presented the Slanted Door with its outstanding restaurant honor in 2014, when Mr. Phan published his second cookbook, "The Slanted Door."
By then, Mr. Phan was building a restaurant empire that grew to include locations in San Ramon, Napa and Beaune, France, as well as failed ventures like Hard Water, a San Francisco bourbon bar. After closing Slanted Door's Ferry Building location during the coronavirus pandemic, he was working toward a relaunch on Valencia Street, at the restaurant's original location, planned for the spring.
Colleagues said that Mr. Phan, who had once aspired to become an architect, was as attentive to design as he was to food. Nguyen recalled that years ago, while chatting with Mr. Phan at the Ferry Building, he interrupted their conversation to alert a staffer to a loose thread on the curtains or upholstery.
"If you stepped into any of his properties, there was beautiful modern art. There was professional service. There were local, fresh ingredients -- which nowadays sounds so cliche," she said. "But my God, can you imagine Chez Panisse presenting Vietnamese food in an 8,000-square-foot space at the Ferry Building? Taking that sensibility of California cuisine and locality and freshness, and applying it to Vietnamese flavors -- that was groundbreaking."
The oldest of six children, Toan Phan -- he was given the name Charles by an immigration sponsor in Guam -- was born in the Vietnamese city of Da Lat on July 30, 1962. His father and uncle had emigrated from Guangzhou, China, and ran a small general store. Mr. Phan and his family lived on the second floor.
In San Francisco, his father worked as a janitor, his mother as a seamstress. Mr. Phan got jobs as a bar back and dishwasher, developing an interest in pottery on the side. After his father insisted that he pursue a more lucrative career, he enrolled in the architecture program at the University of California at Berkeley.
He dropped out after three years, renovated lofts in New York City and returned to San Francisco to dabble in clothing design, launching a retail store that went bankrupt. Following a stint at a software business, he decided to try cooking professionally. His restaurant's name, Slanted Door, was intended as "a reclamation of a crass stereotype about Asian people, chosen on a dare from a friend," according to Food & Wine.
Mr. Phan had three children with his wife, Angkana Kurutach. They divorced in recent years, according to friends, but remained close. Survivors include his children; three sisters; and two brothers.
"So many of his family members -- his sister, his brother-in-law -- worked at the Slanted Door or work there still. He's a tide that lifted a lot of boats," said Pim Techamuanvivit, a Thai chef based in San Francisco.
She described Mr. Phan as a key influence on her first restaurant, Kin Khao, which received a Michelin star soon after it opened in 2014. It was Thai, not Vietnamese, but like the Slanted Door it featured locally sourced ingredients, a small menu and flavors that its chef had loved since childhood. When it launched, Mr. Phan offered to help in any way he could.
"It's great that you're doing your own thing," Techamuanvivit recalled him saying. "Don't be like anybody."
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I'm offended by my friend's 'positivity' gift. Hax readers give advice.
Does receiving a trite self-help book as a gift mean the letter writer needs to stop opening up to this friend?
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-01-22

(The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: A longtime friend recently gifted me a book about the power of positivity, and it is filled with affirmations. My friend is a kind and insightful person. She knows I have experienced periods of anxiety and depression. This positivity gift feels like it's a message to get over things and to self-help my way out of my emotions and difficulties. It made me feel self-conscious, like I've been a burden in some way and didn't know it. This friend is already one of few people who know about some of my more personal experiences. She is also someone who shares her difficulties with me. We have shared the ups, downs and in-betweens of life, as many friends do.
I wondered if this was a book she's read and liked. Turns out she hasn't read it yet, nor does she own a copy. Instead she said she's read studies on the power of affirmations. To me, this book is filled with canned cliches and trite platitudes. I'm sure it has helped some, but it made me feel unseen.
I just thanked my friend for thinking of me, but now I wonder, what does she think of me? I'm wondering if my friend should be one less person with whom I speak openly? Should I only talk about surface stuff with her, and when she goes deep, I stay in shallow waters? I'm feeling confused, hurt, sad, emotionally isolated and shut down. Do I dare ask? I don't even know how to or if I should. Or am I reading too much into this?
-- Was It Something I Said ... Maybe?
Was It Something I Said ... Maybe?: The choices here are pull back from sharing while continuing to remain self-conscious about whether the gift was a not-very-veiled message or just clumsy, or to be emotionally vulnerable again and share how you feel and see what happens. As hard as that is, the worst-case scenario is essentially the same -- you pull back or even end the friendship. And the best case is your friend is able to explain and you both come to understanding and possibly better friendship.
So ask. Find a time when you feel like you can be open and have this out. It may not be an easy conversation, but it seems better than having these questions fermenting in the heart of your relationship and potentially ending it anyway. Good luck.
-- I Hate Self Help Books
Was It Something I Said ... Maybe?: I see where you're coming from, but given the length and breadth of your friendship, I would choose to be generous to her in this situation. She may have just seen this book, thought of you and impulse-purchased it. Even with our best friends, we don't hit the mark 100 percent of the time. How is she with other gifts? Does she seem distant when you talk about your darker or more downbeat feelings? If she is otherwise a great friend, then I would brush this gift off as a weird one-off.
-- Robby the Reader
Was It Something I Said ... Maybe?: Oh, boy, your friend could be me. I often listen to my friends talk about their troubles and feel an almost pathological need to help. I think I always mean well, but I don't usually recognize how condescending I probably sound to my friends when I so freely offer unsolicited advice.
Recently, a friend very gently pointed out in an email what I was doing and how uncomfortable it made her feel. I'm so grateful to her, and I emailed an apology along with praise for her bravery. Don't assume you've been a burden to her; this could just be her desire or need to help, even if it is inappropriate.
-- Susan
Was It Something I Said ... Maybe?: Your friend reminds me of an in-law of mine. Over the years, I've come to believe that while, yes, the insistence on positivity often feels dismissive and absurd, it's my in-law's inability to confront their demons that drives it, not me. From one anxious person to another, and if you're going to overthink it regardless: Maybe instead of focusing on what this gift suggests she thinks of you, it's helpful to consider what it says about her?
-- Flip It
Was It Something I Said ... Maybe?: Many people with depression and anxiety are deeply introspective, which can sometimes fan the flames of the condition. Having been there and come out the other side, I would gently suggest that you are reading too much into what was likely a kind, if slightly ham-handed, gesture. What works for some doesn't have to work for others; it also doesn't have to send you spiraling. Thank her for the book and move on.
-- Been there
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Should I start cakes in a cold oven?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-01-22

Grandmother's Pound Cake. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/01/22/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How TikTok has changed the way we cook
TikTok has fostered experimentation in the kitchen, exposed people to global foods and accelerated cooking trends.
By Emily Heil | 2025-01-22
TikTok's future -- and even its present -- in the U.S. is as murky as a sleepy girl mocktail, which is, of course, one of hundreds of recipes that have gone viral on the platform.
Newly sworn-in President Trump on Monday issued an order telling the Justice Department not to enforce a law banning the site. But it isn't clear whether that's enough for companies such as Google and Apple to justify ignoring the law, which went into effect Sunday, and continuing to support TikTok.
Some content creators, including the army of those who make and share cooking and food videos, are shifting their focus to YouTube, and others are just waiting out the legal mess. But one thing is certain: The widespread freak-out over the site going dark for good is just another indication of its cultural influence. TikTok might be the home of goofy dances, dubious health advice and mukbang galore -- but it has also changed the way many people cook.
Emily Contois, a professor at the University of Tulsa who studies food media, noted that the platform's popularity surged during the pandemic, when many people were cooking more than ever. It quickly became a destination for people seeking inspiration, community -- and novelty. "Food culture's saturation and excitement and enthusiasm had reached a particular boiling point on food Instagram," she said. "That pitched into something even bigger once food TikTok took off within that context of lockdowns and the pandemic."
"The virality of TikTok seems more potent," she says.
On the platform, food trends accelerate at the speed of light. Before social media, it might have taken months or even years for a dish to become trendy. Think of chicken Marbella from the 1982 "Silver Palate Cookbook," which eventually became one of the decade's "it" dishes. Your mom might have heard about it from a friend, or tried it at a dinner party and then purchased the book herself -- a process that seems positively glacial these days.
"That was like Paul Revere," laughs Joanne Molinaro, who began posting in 2020 under the handle the Korean Vegan and now has nearly 3 million followers. "Now multiply that by a billion -- not only is the communication faster, it's reaching an exponentially larger audience. You have this compounding of reach that is absolutely unimaginable."
The torrent of "you've gotta try this" dishes means some cooks are experimenting more. Even in its earliest mediums, food media was always about entertainment, not just teaching. Plenty of people read cookbooks without making a single dish from them or binged Barefoot Contessa episodes while eating takeout. Even Instagram can feel like a gallery of beautiful food that we're simply meant to ogle. But TikTok's mimetic emphasis - where users riff on each other's creations, whether it's a dance or a recipe - means people are actually making many of the dishes that go viral.
"There's a community aspect, where lot of people coming onto the platform to not only consume content, but to also to act in some way," says Margot Dukes Eddy, a partner and head of social at digital agency Acadia, which advises clients on TikTok strategy and produces content.
Of course, not everyone is on TikTok to participate. A study last year by the Pew Research Center found that about half of all American adults on the site have never posted a video themselves. Still, TikTok does not prize slick production values or perfect lighting, meaning anyone could, in theory, become a TikTok star -- or at least make videos people want to watch.
Food writer Adam Roberts has been on just about every platform: He started his blog, the Amateur Gourmet, in 2004, he's written cookbooks, and is now on Substack, Instagram and TikTok, and even has a novel coming out this spring. To him, making video content is freeing in a way that writing isn't. "It's pretty liberating - you don't have to proofread or worry over your sentence structure," he says. "You just have to make sure the food looks good and that you don't sound like an idiot."
Sure, some of the food content on TikTok is of the stunt variety. You'll find people dumping piles of spaghetti onto their tables, or cooking steak in a toilet tank. And there are esoteric subgenres - elaborate cake decorating or sushi making, for example. But some of the most viral food videos have involved simple recipes and basic techniques that users say are actually helping people learn to cook.
The ultimate example of this phenomenon is the feta-tomato pasta dish that went mega-viral in 2019. It was easy -- toss a block of feta, cherry tomatoes and olive oil in a pan and throw it in the oven until softened, then mix with pasta -- and delicious. People posted their own versions of riffs and spins, adding other vegetables or swapping in different cheeses.
"It really opened people's minds to the idea that cooking doesn't have to be so freaking intimidating," Molinaro says. "You can have a hearty, healthy, delicious, satisfying meal without a lot of work. You don't need to chop everything up. You don't need to have knife skills."
TikTok's short-form format means recipes have to be streamlined. Many videos feature pared-down instructions and a minimum of ingredients -- and often, a cook who isn't taking themselves too seriously.
"I know it's such a buzzword, but there's an approachability and fun with food," Eddy says. "When I think about Martha Stewart or a cookbook, everything has to be perfect, and [TikTok] is just taking away those barriers and that pressure and making it fun."
Some might bemoan how the platform caters to our ever-shortening attention spans and the lack of detailed, precise recipes that can help guide home cooks to success.
But Roberts notes that users are learning something even if it comes in 30-second bites. "Complex recipes and techniques are simplified for the most distracted of distractible audiences," he says, "And basic cooking precepts -- salt early and well, get things really brown -- have become more commonplace."
TikTok prizes the visual, and so many people are gravitating to prettier food, or those with dramatic transformations (like those "onion boils" from a few months ago that go into the oven as hard, unappealing alliums and emerge tender and melting). Did the world really need pancake cereal? Probably not, but those tiny flapjacks served in a bowl doused with milk were so cute!
And then there's the spectacle of Logan Moffitt (aka "cucumber guy"), whose videos went viral over the summer. People went wild for his flavorful salads, though their success was at least in part to do with the mesmerizing preparation: Moffitt deftly sliced the vegetables, using a mandoline, into a plastic container into which he added other ingredients, and then violently shook the whole thing up. "I'm still trying to understand this myself completely," he told us in August, of the sudden fame he was enjoying.
At the very least, Roberts said, TikTok has "made us more visual in how we plate and serve food. Whether it's baking feta with cherry tomatoes or flipping a perfectly crisped tahdig out of a pot, any home cook who watches cooking videos on TikTok has a good sense of what makes food look alluring."
Many also say TikTok's wide-casting algorithm and rapid scrolling feature has meant people are coming across the cuisines of other cultures. Birria tacos, dalgona coffee, salmon-rice bowls with Kewpie mayonnaise have all had moments on the platform.
"I think it has exposed people to lots of different kinds of cuisines, different kinds of people, lots of different ways of eating," Contois said.
Molinaro notes, too, that the platform's cultural grab bag and the lack of gatekeeping means culturally significant foods can be misrepresented. Recently, she saw a TikToker use paprika to season kimchi, which horrified her. "That sort of stuff is really problematic, because you're passing yourself off as an expert to people who know not a thing about kimchi," she says.
But she likens the exposure to how online dating broadened her romantic horizons. Before she tried finding a match on apps, she had a very specific type. But she ultimately fell for a guy -- an Italian-American white guy who's a professor and a piano player, as she described him -- who was nothing like what she thought she was looking for. "I never would have come across him if I hadn't opened myself up to online dating, and it's the same thing with food," she said. "There are so many different kinds of cuisines that I just would not be exposed to in my daily life had it not been for something like TikTok."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/01/22/tiktok-food-cooking-impact/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dining chat: I think a driver ate my food delivery
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-01-22
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Make-ahead simmer sauce is your shortcut to a flavor-charged meal
The sauce is so luscious and tasty, you might want to double the recipe and have some for a future meal.
By Ellie Krieger | 2025-01-22

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Whenever I get takeout Indian food, I don't just see that evening's meal in front of me, I envision a future meal, too. That's because I'm a card-carrying sauce saver.
It started years ago when I couldn't bring myself to throw away the cups of mouthwatering sauce that remained after we ate all the shrimp from my daughter's favorite Indian curry. Instead, I froze it, and weeks later used it to create another meal. Simmering the leftover sauce with sauteed shrimp and handfuls of spinach, and serving it over rice made for such a quick, easy and tasty dinner it became one of my all-time favorite hacks.
Get the recipe: Shrimp in Tomato Curry Simmer Sauce
In fact, it's such a handy trick, that rather than wait for leftovers I created this recipe to have a meal-making simmer sauce at my fingertips anytime.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The tomatoey, coconut-creamy curry sauce is simple to make and, according to my daughter, tastes just like her go-to dish. Just saute some onion, garlic and ginger, stir in yellow curry powder, paprika, salt and pepper, and warm the spices through. Add a can of tomatoes, coconut milk and a touch of cayenne pepper, if you like some heat, and simmer it until the sauce thickens a bit and the flavors meld. Once the mixture cools, you blend it until it's smooth and creamy -- what you get is so good, you might want to double the recipe so you have some for a meal now, and some for one later.
This brightly-hued sauce adds richness, color and fragrant flavor to just about any protein -- shrimp, chunks of fish, chicken, pork or tofu -- and can be used right away if you'd like, or refrigerated or frozen for on-demand meals. Choose a protein, brown it in the pan, then simmer it in the sauce, with quick-cooking greens -- such as spinach, baby kale or Swiss chard -- tossed in at the end.
Served over rice or whatever grain you like, this make-ahead sauce is your hack to a fast, tasty meal your future self will thank your past self for.
Get the recipe: Shrimp in Tomato Curry Simmer Sauce
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The biggest Oscar nominations snubs and surprises in 2025
Voters shake things up with nods for "A Complete Unknown," "I'm Still Here," "The Apprentice" and more.
By Jada Yuan, Sonia Rao | 2025-01-23

Oscar nominees Karla Sofia Gascon, left, and Zoe Saldana appear in a scene from "Emilia Perez. (Shanna Besson/Netflix/AP)


The 97th Academy Awards nominations were announced Thursday morning in a jubilant, celebratory manner -- a welcome burst of enthusiasm after they were twice delayed due to devastating wildfires in Los Angeles. Comedians Bowen Yang and Rachel Sennott started out by declaring that, between the two of them, they'd had "three Diet Cokes, an entire pack of cigarettes and one Adderall." They made little quips along the way. When Sennott announced that "Beautiful Men" had been nominated for best animated short, Yang looked around and gasped, "Where?!"
Films with liberal messaging did well with the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, whose voters submitted their ballots in the midst of the fires and just before President Donald Trump's inauguration. "Emilia Perez" made history by garnering 13 nominations, a record for a non-English language film. The musical -- yes, musical! -- about a Mexican drug cartel leader who undergoes gender-affirming surgery actually made history twice, when star Karla Sofia Gascon became the first openly transgender performer to be nominated for an Oscar. (Elliot Page was also nominated in 2008 for "Juno," but before coming out as trans.) "The Brutalist" and "Wicked" got 10 nominations each, which is pretty amazing considering one is a 31/2-hour epic about an architect, and the other is Part 1 of a glitzy adaptation of a hit Broadway musical. They're followed by "A Complete Unknown" and "Conclave," with eight nominations each, and "Anora," which earned six.
In this fluid and unpredictable year for movies, in which big-budget fare was tabled or delayed due to last year's industry-upending strikes, there were plenty of fun surprises, too. "The Substance," an intensely bloody body-horror film from a French director, got five nominations, which is a sentence no one thought they would be writing earlier this year. And Demi Moore, in a fierce portrayal of an aging Hollywood star who will do anything to reclaim her youth, has emerged as the front-runner for lead actress.
Here's our list of the biggest surprises and snubs for the upcoming Oscars, which will air March 2 at 7 p.m. on ABC.

Jeremy Strong, left, and Sebastian Stan appear in "The Apprentice." (Pief Weyman/Briarcliff Entertainment/AP)


When President Donald Trump won the election, the conventional wisdom was that "The Apprentice" -- a darkly comedic dramatization of Trump's early days as a New York real estate magnate in the late 1970s and early '80s -- didn't have a chance with Oscar voters. Turns out, academy members did watch the film, which is largely based on meticulously researched real events. Jeremy Strong was a surprise supporting-actor nominee for his snakelike portrayal of Roy Cohn (which even Roger Stone said was spot-on). Even more surprising, Sebastian Stan got a lead-actor nomination for playing Trump. Getting into that crowded field at all is a coup for Stan, but to be nominated for this film, rather than his Golden-Globe-winning role in the far less controversial A24 film "A Different Man," is very, very good. -- Jada Yuan

Monica Barbaro plays Joan Baez in "A Complete Unknown." (Macall Polay/Searchlight Pictures/AP)


It was a fantastic morning for the team behind "A Complete Unknown," the Bob Dylan biopic that landed some of the most coveted nominations (including best picture, best director for James Mangold and best lead actor for Timothee Chalamet). But the most notable nod might have gone to Monica Barbaro, who was recognized for her supporting role as Dylan's musical collaborator and lover Joan Baez. With all of the brouhaha over whether Chalamet nailed Dylan's gritty vocals, it would have been easy to overlook Barbaro's careful performance as the legendary folk singer, which helped anchor the film. But the academy was sure to honor the actress, who had no formal voice training or guitar skills before taking on the role. -- Sonia Rao

From left, Kieran Culkin and Jesse Eisenberg play cousins in "A Real Pain." (Searchlight Pictures/AP)


This Oscars race has been highly unpredictable, but the one thing that seemed fairly set in stone was the movies that would make the cut for best picture. For months, the same 10 titles have circulated as fait accompli. And then on Thursday ... both "A Real Pain" and "Sing Sing" were left off the list. The former, written and directed by Jesse Eisenberg, is an awkward buddy comedy about two cousins with polar opposite personalities who go on a tour of World War II sites in Poland to honor their late grandmother, a Holocaust survivor. The latter is a tearjerker of a crowd-pleaser about a prison theater program with a terrific ensemble cast of formerly incarcerated actors (and Colman Domingo) that was positioned as this year's "CODA." Maybe Eisenberg's film never had the juice, but "Sing Sing" was doomed as soon as A24 bought "The Brutalist" in September, and the company shifted its attention. With their snubs, the academy reasserted its preference for weighty dramas over comedies. -- J.Y.

Ethan Herisse, left, and Brandon Wilson play teenagers at an abusive reform school in "Nickel Boys." (Orion Pictures/Amazon/MGM/AP)


RaMell Ross took a big swing by shooting "Nickel Boys," his adaptation of Colson Whitehead's Pulitzer-winning novel, as a point-of-view film. Events unfold as though we're watching them through the eyes of two Black teenagers at an abusive reform school at the end of the Jim Crow era, a bold choice that risked alienating viewers -- but wound up playing very well with critics, and apparently the academy. The film landed one of 10 slots in the best-picture category, as well as an adapted-screenplay nomination (but notably, no directing nod for Ross). It will compete for the top prize alongside "The Substance," Coralie Fargeat's body-horror extravaganza that earned tons of praise for its direction and lead performance by Moore but wasn't a sure bet for best picture. Whether either film stands a chance against heavyweights such as "Emilia Perez," "The Brutalist" and "A Complete Unknown" remains to be seen. -- S.R.

Clarence Maclin, right, is among the adapted-screenplay nominees for "Sing Sing." (A24/AP)


All season long, Maclin had been on the bubble for getting a supporting-actor nomination for "Sing Sing," a tearjerker of a dramedy about a theater program in a maximum-security prison. Maclin, a formerly incarcerated actor, plays himself, as a hardened thug with a talent for Shakespeare who upends the program's most dedicated actor, "Divine G," played by Domingo. While Maclin didn't get recognized for his acting -- leaving the category with no Black entrants, particularly after Denzel Washington's bid for "Gladiator II" faded -- he did get a surprise chance at an Oscar when his name was announced as one of the co-writers of the screenplay. And he has a chance of winning. His speeches on the campaign trail have been impressive, and it would be extremely powerful for a formerly incarcerated man to get up on that national stage. -- J.Y.

Fernanda Torres in "I'm Still Here." (Alile Onawale/Sony Pictures Classics)


Fernanda Torres delivered a career-defining performance in "I'm Still Here" as Eunice Paiva, a Brazilian woman grappling with the forced disappearance of her husband, political dissident Rubens Paiva, under a military dictatorship. She won a Golden Globe for her performance some 25 years after her mother, Fernanda Montenegro, was nominated for "Central Station" -- and once again follows in Montenegro's footsteps with her Oscar nomination for best lead actress. They are reportedly the only two Brazilian actresses to ever have been recognized in the category. Torres's performance is no doubt a major force behind "I'm Still Here," which landed an expected nod for best international feature, also appearing as a best-picture contender. -- S.R.

Marianne Jean-Baptiste, a favorite among critics, was not recognized for her performance in "Hard Truths." (Simon Mein/Bleecker Street/AP)


You would think that winning just about every major critics' award would have some sway with academy voters. Not so for Marianne Jean-Baptiste, whose often hilarious, incredibly sad performance as a very angry Black Londoner in "Hard Truths" has been championed by film critics from coast to coast. The film reunites her with director Mike Leigh for the first time in an on-screen role since 1996's "Secrets & Lies," which earned Jean-Baptiste a supporting-actress Oscar nomination. There was a time when a Mike Leigh film would be an automatic Oscar contender, but perhaps the changing academy has lost its memory of what a force he is, particularly with one of his greatest collaborators. It's a shame. Jean-Baptiste is blistering and deeply sympathetic as a woman trapped by her depression. Greta Gerwig described it as watching someone try to breathe with an anvil on them. -- J.Y.

Kieran Culkin won a Golden Globe for "A Real Pain." (Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)


The Oscars are yet another opportunity for the Roy siblings to face off. Former "Succession" co-stars Kieran Culkin and Strong were each nominated for best actor in a supporting role, an echo of this year's Golden Globes (where Culkin, who played a Jewish American man visiting Poland to honor his grandmother in "A Real Pain," beat Strong, nominated for playing Cohn in "The Apprentice"). These two aren't the only serious contenders -- Guy Pearce ("The Brutalist") and Edward Norton ("A Complete Unknown") both appeared in best-picture front-runners, for instance -- but let's be real: It sure is fun to watch these TV brothers go at it. -- S.R.

Nicole Kidman stars in "Babygirl." (Niko Tavernise/A24/AP)


From the moment Angelina Jolie showed up on-screen in "Maria," having learned how to sing opera to play Maria Callas, she seemed like a best-actress shoo-in. But the movie, from Chilean director Pablo Larrain ("Jackie," "Spencer") just never got momentum. On nominations day, Jolie became just one of several big-name stars to miss out, despite critically acclaimed performances. Nicole Kidman won the best-actress prize at the Venice Film Festival, but her vulnerable and often funny turn in "Babygirl," as a wound-up CEO who has a BDSM affair with a much-younger intern, proved too kinky for the academy's taste. Also not on the roster was Daniel Craig, who completely shed his James Bond machismo to play an alcoholic, barely fictionalized version of William S. Burroughs in Luca Guadagnino's "Queer," pining after a young man who seems indifferent to his affections. However odd this year was for movies, it was incredibly strong for actors, and there simply weren't enough slots to go around. -- J.Y.
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The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate the Lunar New Year with concerts and lion dances, enjoy a discounted meal during Winter Restaurant Week, or immerse yourself in a game festival.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Thomas Floyd, Chris Kelly | 2025-01-23
The Lunar New Year arrives Wednesday, but celebrations get underway this weekend with concerts, ballet and family activities on the agenda. Elsewhere, there are Dry January cocktails, monster trucks, new plays and the return of the acclaimed Festival of Films From Iran. Ride on vintage streetcars, groove at one of the area's top jazz destinations, learn to play Indigenous games and flash back to your school days playing flick football. See a performance by a "Drag Race" winner, honor Martin Luther King Jr. or find a new favorite dinner destination during Restaurant Week.
Dry January Party at the Square
Whether you're a nondrinker, taking the whole month off alcohol or just going sober-curious to kick off the new year, the Square's Dry January Party is worth marking on your calendar. The downtown food hall throws a party centered on mocktails, complete with live music and a chance to try samples from nonalcoholic drink brands. Keep the party going through the rest of Dry January, since each ticket holder heads home with a goody bag stuffed with at least $50 worth of merch. 5:30 to 10 p.m. $15.
'Love Is Blind' Season 7 Ladies Night at Bobby McKey's
There was no shortage of drama on Season 7 of "Love Is Blind" -- extending to this week, when Ashley and Tyler decided to end their marriage. Get behind-the-scenes stories and gossip from four participants on the Netflix reality show -- Brittany, Hannah, Katie and Marissa -- during a ladies' night pajama party at National Harbor's favorite dueling piano bar. A photo session follows the Q&A and performance. 7 p.m. $20.
Victoria Granof's "Sicily, My Sweet" at Bold Fork Books
Cookbook author Victoria Granof, dubbed "Cannoli Queen" by Bon Appetit, joins Bold Fork Books' Brinda Penmetsa in conversation about Sicilian cuisine. The talk explores her new book, "Sicily, My Sweet," which features recipes for over-the-top desserts native to the island just off the southern Italian coast. 7 p.m. $10 admission; $40 for admission and signed copy. 
Jazz Night anniversary at Westminster Presbyterian Church
For more than a quarter-century, the spiritual home of Washington's jazz scene has been a Presbyterian church in Southwest Washington, where veteran musicians perform for a crowd that knows its stuff. Celebrate 26 years of Jazz Night at Westminster with an all-star concert that includes saxophonists Marshall Keys and Paul Carr, drummer Nasar Abadey, pianist William Knowles, and guest vocalist Kristine Key. As always, there's a fish fry in the basement, and former Washington defensive back Dick Smith serves as MC, vocalist and curator. 6 to 9 p.m. $20 at the door.
Festival of Films From Iran at the National Museum of Asian Art
Take a deep dive into the world of Iranian cinema at the Freer Gallery of Art on weekends in January and February, during the National Museum of Asian Art's long-running Festival of Films From Iran. Co-organized with the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the film series showcases excellent recent flicks from Iranian filmmakers as well as movies that exemplify Iranian New Wave. Highlights of the 29th annual event include opening night feature "Universal Language," a comedy set in an alternative Canada that won an audience award at Cannes and became Canada's entry in this year's Academy Awards, and a 4K restoration of Iranian New Wave icon Bahram Beyzaie's 1974 drama "The Stranger and the Fog" on Feb. 23. Most festival screenings take place at the Meyer Auditorium, but additional films will be shown at the AFI Silver Theatre in Silver Spring. Through Feb. 23. Free; preregistration is suggested but not required.
Monster Jam at Capital One Arena
For once, the most aggressive drivers in the DMV won't be found on I-95, as Monster Jam rolls into town for its annual stop at Capital One Arena. Cheer on the folks behind the wheel of 12,000-pound Monster Jam trucks including Grave Digger, Megalodon and El Toro Loco as they career around the course during the racing competition or show off wild stunts like nose wheelies in the freestyle competition. Optional add-ons include getting up close and personal at prerace "pit parties" and post-event meet-and-greets with drivers. 7 p.m. Friday, 1 and 7 p.m. Saturday, and 1 p.m. Sunday. $20-$120.
Club XCX at Union Stage
Even after an artist's tour has come and gone, the party isn't necessarily over. Consider Charli XCX: The British singer-songwriter's Sweat Tour stopped in Baltimore in September, but "Brat" summer continued into fall and now winter as the album topped year-end lists and gets ready for awards season. Three-six-five party girls have filled out nights including the Brat Rave, the Charli Parti and Club Classxcx, and they have another chance with the 18-and-over Club XCX, where DJ Skylan will spin dance cuts by Charli and her constellation of collaborators, including Billie Eilish, Troye Sivan and Slayyyter. For the Raleigh, North Carolina-based DJ, artist-specific dance nights (she also has played Taylor Swift- and Chappell Roan-themed parties) make up the majority of her income while also helping her foster a safe space for women and the LGBTQ+ community. As an added bonus, Club XCX is a bit easier for the EDM DJ to prepare for because "Brat" is already so ready for the floor. "I don't have to remix any of Charli XCX's songs," she says. "They're all super upbeat, and they're all club-worthy. It's great." 10 p.m. $20-$25.
The All Star Purple Party at the Hamilton
Edward "Junie" Henderson may have earned local fame as a member of go-go legend E.U., but these days, he's a bigger draw when he takes the stage and embodies Prince Rogers Nelson. The All Star Purple Party features a crack band that nails Prince's upbeat funk tunes and smoldering ballads, while Henderson serves as vocalist and party starter. There are almost as many costume changes as crowd-pleasing hits, and it's impossible for the audience not to sing and dance along. Be warned: The show is standing room only. 8 p.m. $20.
Summer in Winter Party at Red Derby
Tired of single-digit temperatures? Give in to a brief delusion that it's July and you're sipping a pina colada on a catamaran at Red Derby's two-day Summer in Winter Party. Come in your finest Hawaiian shirt to sip tropical drinks and loosen up to some yacht rock. Friday and Saturday from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Oh Lorde! at Songbyrd
Dance parties focused on the library of a single artist are all too common these days, but Songbyrd knows how to mix it up. Oh Lorde! obviously draws on the music of the New Zealand singer-songwriter, as well as other indie/electronic/pop tunes, but also features an on-theme drag show with performances by Blanca Gemini and Silver Ware. 11 p.m. $10-$15.
Lunar New Year celebration at the Kennedy Center
The Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage rings in the Lunar New Year with traditional lion dancing and a musical performance that blends elements of East and West. Chinese American jazz saxophonist and composer Stephanie Chou sings in both Mandarin and English and combines traditional jazz and pop styling with nods to her Chinese heritage. Advance reservations to the Kennedy Center's celebration of the Year of the Snake are available online, and additional tickets will be available at the box office on the day of the show. 6 p.m. Free.
DC Transit Day at National Capital Trolley Museum
Attention, D.C. transit nerds: Your first and possibly only stop on Saturday is DC Transit Day at the National Capital Trolley Museum. The annual event, which marks the 63rd anniversary of the end of streetcar service on Washington's streets, includes rides on vintage streetcars; a talk by John DeFerrari, the author of a book on D.C. streetcars; a model railroad display; exhibits about the history of streetcars; and representatives from the Purple Line, WMATA and other agencies discussing the future of public transit in our area. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $10-$12.
Sasha Velour's 'The Big Reveal Live Show' at the Music Center at Strathmore
"RuPaul's Drag Race" Season 9 winner Sasha Velour reimagines her 2023 book, "The Big Reveal: An Illustrated Manifesto of Drag," for the stage. Expect campy antics, a personal and historical perspective on drag through childhood film footage, lip sync performances, and storytelling, set to music by Britney Spears, Stephen Sondheim and Stevie Wonder. Audiences are also invited to a program specific to this stop on the tour: "Generations of Drag Royalty," a pre-show event led by prominent local drag queens that explores the birth of drag in D.C. Like the main show, it's presented in partnership with the Capital Pride Alliance and World Pride Alliance. It begins at 6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. $36-$84.
Winter Blast: A Day of Native Games at the National Museum of the American Indian
Bored with Connect 4, Zingo and Sorry? Hawaiian Checkers, Bolivia's Toad Game and the Miami people's Moccasin Game are among the Indigenous games you can learn to play at the National Museum of the American Indian's festival of Native games, suitable for all ages. Play games with staff, and make your own ball and triangle game -- similar to the more familiar ball and cup game -- long played by children from the Penobscot tribe of Maine and Canada. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Flickfest at Aslin Beer Co.
Remember the heady days of flicking triangular paper "footballs" through a friend's fingers to score a field goal, or pushing that "football" across your school desk, trying to slide it so just enough of the corner is hanging off the edge? Whether you played flick football in elementary or middle school, or even later, you can flash back to being a kid at Aslin's Flickfest, taking place across all three area taprooms. Enter the bracket and kick your way to victory -- don't worry, rules will be provided -- to win gift cards, with a fresh beer in hand. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Year of the Snake crafting workshop at Ukraine House
Bring the kids to this jar-decorating workshop hosted at the Ukrainian cultural center. The craft, which celebrates the Lunar New Year, uses plasticine, mica powder, LED candles and glitter to decorate jars with clay snakes. Light refreshments are included. 4 p.m. $15.
'The Sound of D.C.: A Visual History of Go-Go' opening reception at Brentwood Arts Exchange
Brentwood Arts Exchange's most recent installation examined "The Visual History of Punk." Now the Prince George's County arts center is switching tracks to dive into "The Visual History of Go-Go," looking at the development of D.C.'s homegrown funk through vintage concert posters, photographs, album covers and fliers. If you can't make the official opening, the exhibit runs through March 8, with a special artist talk Feb. 15. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Ice Fest at the Village at Leesburg
An ice carving competition is at the heart of this winter celebration at the Leesburg town center, which features free ice skating and curling activities, s'mores stations, face painting, and a kid-size racetrack. The Village at Leesburg is one of Virginia's designated "commercial lifestyle centers," so adults are allowed to purchase alcohol from a bar or restaurant (say, the franchised Anchor Bar) and carry it around; just don't ice skate after drinking. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
La Galette des Rois at the French Embassy
The French galette des rois is similar to Mardi Gras's king cake: The person who finds the "feve," a porcelain charm hidden in their slice of festive cake, is crowned king or queen for the night. At this party at the French Embassy, sponsored by the French-American Chamber of Commerce, you can hunt for the feve, and even if you don't find it, there's free-flowing champagne and French wines; a buffet of French cheese and charcuterie; live music, including opera; plus art, photo ops and other activities. Chic business or cocktail attire is requested. 7 to 11 p.m. $105-$179.
Third Annual Abortion Access Benefit Series at Songbyrd
Ground Control Touring is back with the latest edition of its Abortion Access Benefit Series, a day of concerts with all proceeds benefiting nonprofit Noise for Now, which will allocate funds to local independent abortion clinics and abortion funds in each region. The D.C. edition of the series, which includes concerts in eight cities, features a loaded bill of bands with ties to D.C. and Virginia, including Yaya Bey, Clear Channel, Flowers for the Dead, Birthday Girl, Simpson and more to be announced. 8 p.m. $25.
'Guac' at Woolly Mammoth Theatre
Manuel Oliver, the father of Parkland, Florida, shooting victim Joaquin Oliver, performs this one-man show (co-written with James Clements) about processing grief, advocating for gun control and considering the dark side of the American immigrant experience. Having toured the show around the country since its 2019 debut, Oliver returns to the city where he was arrested in 2023 after disrupting a congressional hearing on gun regulations. Through Feb. 16. $30-$60.
Day of Action at the National Portrait Gallery
To honor Martin Luther King Jr., the gallery is hosting local social justice organizations and community groups for a day of musical performances, art and letter writing workshops, information tabling, and guided tours of exhibits that explore activism. Stick around afterward for a free talk with civil rights attorney Fred Gray, who defended Rosa Parks, and Michael Shane Neal, the artist who painted Gray's portrait, at 4:30 p.m. The conversation is moderated by Sheryll Cashin, a professor of law, civil rights and social justice at Georgetown University. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Winter Restaurant Week
Each year during the blustery January cold, restaurants lure patrons out of their cozy homes and into dining rooms with the promise of great deals on food and drinks. More than 350 restaurants are participating in the 2025 version, with multicourse dinner specials for $40 to $65 per person and set brunches and lunches for $25 or $35. (Wine, beer and cocktail pairings are available at select restaurants for an additional fee.) New spots making their Restaurant Week debuts include the Michelin-starred Tail Up Goat in Adams Morgan; A. Kitchen + Bar, Philly restaurateur Ellen Yin's project serving American small plates in the West End; and Arrels, chef Pepe Moncayo's destination for paella and tapas within the Arlo Washington DC hotel. You could also use the week as an opportunity to try out Post food critic Tom Sietsema's recent raves, like 14th Street's Southern-accented Mallard or Georgetown's "sublime" River Club. Through Feb. 2. $25-$35 for lunch or brunch; $40-$65 for dinner.
Brooke Shields at Sixth and I
At 11 years old, Brooke Shields was a sexualized child star. But at 59, she's exploring what it means to be confident, empowered and free on her own terms. This conversation with OB/GYN and "Grown Woman Talk" author Sharon Malone explores Shields's relationship to autonomy and power, which she further explores in new book "Brooke Shields Is Not Allowed to Get Old." The event will be ASL-interpreted. 7 p.m. $45 for in-person ticket and signed book. $12-$38 for virtual admission.
BSO: Lunar New Year at Strathmore
This year marks the third time the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra has presented a Lunar New Year program but the first occasion that it's held at the Music Center at Strathmore. Tuesday's program, led by conductor Naomi Woo, includes the world premiere of Viet Cuong's "Elevators," co-commissioned by the BSO, and works by Li Huanzhi, Huang Ruo and Zhou Tian. 8 p.m. $14-$58.
Lunar New Year Celebration at Rosslyn Central Place Plaza
The Rosslyn Business Improvement District hosts an after-work Lunar New Year celebration on Central Place Plaza, across the street from the neighborhood Metro station, with lion dance performances, free fortune cookies and ceremonial tea with the Asian American Chamber of Commerce. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
National Ballet of China: Open Rehearsal of 'Chinese New Year (A Ballet in Two Acts)' at the Kennedy Center
Hours before the National Ballet of China performs "Chinese New Year (A Ballet in Two Acts)" on the Opera House stage -- a production that tells the story of a Chinese family's new year celebrations set to the score of "The Nutcracker" -- the company holds an open rehearsal in which the public can listen on wireless headsets as ballet experts discuss the choreography, dancers and what's happening onstage. 1:30 p.m. $15.
Year of the Snake celebration at Eden Center
Eden Center is the heartbeat of Northern Virginia's Vietnamese community, and the Falls Church shopping center hosts a Tet party on Wednesday afternoon to welcome the Year of the Snake with lion dances, family activities, entertainment, and plenty of food and drinks. Noon. Free.
'Fresh Talk: Photography and Advocacy' at National Museum of Women in the Arts
Photographer Samantha Box, whose images of LGBTQIA+ youths of color in New York City are featured in the exhibition "Samantha Box: Confluences" at the National Museum of Women in the Arts, and filmmaker Kristen Lovell, the creator of the documentary "The Stroll," about transgender sex workers in New York, share a forum at the museum to discuss how film and photography can draw attention to and boost the voices of marginalized communities. The discussion is followed by a cocktail reception. 6 to 8 p.m. $22-$25.
The Anderson Brothers Present: Duke Ellington at 125 at the Kennedy Center Millennium Stage
Edward Kennedy "Duke" Ellington's 125th birthday was in April 2024, but the Kennedy Center's year-long celebration continues, this time with a free performance by the Anderson Brothers. These identical twins are D.C. natives who left the area to study saxophone and clarinet at Juilliard and have since recorded multiple albums of their own, as well as appearing on the soundtracks of "Boardwalk Empire" and "Killers of the Flower Moon" and headlining Carnegie Hall, Birdland and other well-known jazz venues. For this program, they're diving into the Ellington songbook, including "Caravan" and "Mood Indigo," with their quintet. 6 p.m. Free.
'The Many Lives of Anne Frank' at Politics and Prose
The diary of Anne Frank has been many things -- a confessional for the teenager who began writing on its pages shortly before her family went into hiding during World War II; a historical document; the inspiration for movies and plays; and a book banned from schools, including in Virginia. In her new book, "The Many Lives of Anne Frank," author Ruth Franklin looks at "how Anne has been understood and misunderstood, both as a person and as an idea," and the use and meaning of the diary in the modern world. She discusses her work with Frank Foer of the Atlantic at Politics and Prose, where seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. 7 p.m. Free.
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Karla Sofia Gascon becomes first out trans actress nominated for an Oscar
Karla Sofia Gascon was nominated for an Oscar on Thursday, becoming first out trans actress nominated for an Oscar.
By Herb Scribner | 2025-01-23

Karla Sofia Gascon attends the 36th Annual Palm Springs International Film Awards at Palm Springs Convention Center on January 03, 2025 in Palm Springs, California. (Frazer Harrison/Getty Images)


"Emilia Perez" star Karla Sofia Gascon made Academy Awards history Thursday by becoming the first openly transgender actress to be nominated for an Oscar.
"Emilia Perez" racked up 13 nominations total, including for best picture, best supporting actress and best director. Gascon will compete in her category with nominees like Demi Moore ("The Substance") and Cynthia Erivo ("Wicked").
The Academy Awards have had some transgender nominees in recent years in nonacting categories. In 2018, Daniela Vega became the first openly transgender person to present at the Oscars. Elliot Page, who came out as transgender in 2020, was nominated for best actress in 2008.
In "Emilia Perez," Gascon plays Manitas Del Monte, a brutal Mexican cartel boss who hires a lawyer (Zoe Saldana) to help him transition into a woman (with the name Emilia Perez) and assume a new life.
At the Cannes Film Festival, the best actress award was shared by Gascon, Saldana, Selena Gomez and Adriana Paz for their performances in the film. Gascon also won best actress at the European Film Awards.

"Wicked," "Emilia Perez" and "The Brutalist" led the nominations for the 97th Academy Awards, which will air live on March 2.


Gascon was nominated for her lead performance in a musical or comedy at the Golden Globes this month, though the Spanish actress lost to Demi Moore for "The Substance." Still, Gascon gave a speech after "Emilia Perez" won for best picture, musical or comedy, calling for trans people to stand up to bigotry. "You can put us in jail, you can beat us up, but you can never take away our soul, our resistance, our identity," she said. "I want to say to you, 'Raise your voice' ... and say, 'I am who I am. Not who you want.'"
Gascon's career largely blossomed in Mexican telenovelas. She published her memoir, "Karsia: An Extraordinary Story," in 2018 under her birth name, Carlos Gascon, which served as something of an announcement of her female identity. She said she was worried at the time that her transition would lead to fewer acting roles.
She has certainly found success with "Emilia Perez," a film that has been praised by reviewers for its big stylistic swings and nigh-operatic drama. In a review for The Washington Post, Ty Burr called it "dazzling" and "one of the damnedest things you'll ever see." But the movie has also attracted criticism for its depiction of Mexican culture (its director, Jacques Audiard, is French, and it was shot in France) and trans experiences. The LGBTQ advocacy group Glaad said the movie is "a step backward for trans representation," arguing the portrayals of trans people are inauthentic and potentially dangerous.
Gascon told Vanity Fair ahead of the Oscar nominations that she's well aware of the criticism, but she's hoping to spread a more important message.
"I think I've done my job when it comes to acting, and the awards and nominations, that's a plus," Gascon said. "I put my best work forward. But I've made history in cinema with my work -- my message to the world is much bigger."
She added, "If you don't like it, go and make your own movie."
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David Lynch's sound world was the source of his surrealist force
David Lynch was a visionary director of the strange and the surreal - but what we hear in his films is as important as what we see.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2025-01-23

The singular terror of David Lynch's sound world, as he enjoyed reminding us, is always churning just there below the surface, like the writhing swarm of bugs in the mud below a perfect lawn at the outset of "Blue Velvet." (Collection Christophel/Alamy)


The night after my favorite director died, I was upstairs watching YouTube clips of "Twin Peaks: The Return," David Lynch's 2017 resuscitation of his landmark TV series, when I was unsettled by a sound downstairs. Or maybe I just felt it.
It started as a low rumble -- perhaps a faraway train, but different from the one that usually goes by our house (and never this late). I cracked open the door and an even lower sound rolled in like heat before refining into a horrifying whistle.
Downstairs, my husband was watching "Eraserhead," Lynch's first full-length feature, released in 1977 and starring Jack Nance in the tall-haired title role of Henry Spencer. Nearly half a century later, the nightmarish chronicle of a man, his girlfriend and in-laws, what may or may not be a baby, and a woman who lives in the radiator is considered the bubbling molten core of Lynch's oeuvre. Or maybe more like a puddle of scorched engine oil.
On the surface of "Eraserhead," you can catch reflections of Lynch's entire career to come -- the upholstered furniture and flickering lamps, the zigzag floors and velvet curtains, the steam and smoke and dirt and guts that undercut the gloss of the American Dream.
But even more so: You can hear the birth of Lynch's sound world. Like the saturation of light and shadow that shapes each frame of the film, sound is an ever-present source of bad vibes in "Eraserhead": The low industrial churn of Henry's postindustrial hellscape of a neighborhood, the wet wriggle and haunting squeal of their newborn whatever-it-is, and that haunting train whistle -- a ghostly wheeze -- that echoes over his oeuvre. It's the very same sound that 40 years later would open each episode of "The Return."
Is this Lynch's train of thought coming full circle? No, nothing so cute. If anything, listening to Lynch's films reveals that he treats sound with the same blurry dream logic that links their disparate storylines and allows them to transcend their stubborn inscrutability. Sound becomes a way of navigating the dreamscape, often alerting us that we are the dreamer.
When thinking of Lynch and his use of sound, it's easy to think exclusively about the outsize role of music. "Where we're from, the birds sing a pretty song and there's always music in the air," the Man from Another Place once memorably muttered in the 1990 original "Twin Peaks."

From left, David Lynch, singer Julee Cruise and composer Angelo Badalamenti on the rooftop of New York hotel in 1989. (Michel Delsol/Getty Images) 


Every movie Lynch has ever made has music at its core -- much of it the product of his longtime friendship and collaboration with composer Angelo Badalamenti, who died in 2022. Through Badalamenti, Lynch siphoned pop-culture pathos into the textures of "Twin Peaks," transforming what could have been a dry whodunit procedural into a subversive, surrealist soap opera. (Complete with one of the most memorable main themes in history.)
Lynch often pushes music through an additional layer of media, roughing it up through some sort of dimensional transition: It squeaks through a transistor radio or hisses through the needle of an old Victrola. In a particularly terrifying episode of "The Return," a heavily filtered recording of Beethoven's "Moonlight Sonata" is slowed to an unrecognizable crawl to accompany the horrible rituals of the ghostly labor force known as the Woodsmen.
But even when music is front and center, like Rebekah Del Rio's (seeming) rendition of Roy Orbison's "Crying" onstage at Club Silencio in the 2001 surrealist mystery "Mulholland Drive" -- it's treated like material for play, a starting point for meaning. The festival-quality lineup of bands that took the stage at the Roadhouse in "Twin Peaks: The Return" -- including Chromatics, the Cactus Blossoms, Au Revoir Simone, Sharon Van Etten and "the" Nine Inch Nails -- were all callbacks to the original TV series, where singer Julee Cruise lent her wispy voice to defining the vibe of an entire universe.
But I've always been most drawn to the soundtrack under the soundtrack in Lynch's movies. What we hear isn't always what we're hearing -- or as the "Twin Peaks" resident medium, Log Lady, would put it, "The owls are not what they seem."

Lara Flynn Boyle as Donna Hayward and Kyle MacLachlan as Special Agent Dale Cooper in 1991 in the TV series "Twin Peaks." (RGR Collection/Alamy)


In "Twin Peaks," Lynch transported viewers to an alternate reality through the inverted speech that served as the official language of the Black Lodge -- a waiting room, of sorts, for spirits and their doubles. Lynch would record a line of dialogue, play it backward, teach the actors to voice the inversions, and flip those recordings in turn. The effect was speech that felt snuck through a tear in time, their forms and syntax warped beyond recognition (i.e. subtitles were necessary). Footsteps in the Black Lodge were treated the same, and they sounded like attempts to ignite a dead lighter.
Going back to his earliest experimental short films from the 1970s such as "The Alphabet" and "The Grandmother," Lynch moonlighted as sound designer or mixer on the majority of his projects. He loves spasms of crackling electric currents and struggling lightbulbs, distant howls and looming owls, revving engines and bloodcurdling screams.
One sound engineer who frequently worked with Lynch recalled a representative request from the director: "I need it to sound like a 30-ton piece of metal being scraped across a polished piece of smooth granite." But sometimes it's the faintest sounds that mean a lot. "Mulholland Drive" is studded with the stray sensory details of a barely remembered dream, like the cool click of our amnesiac heroine Rita's high heels crossing the wet streets of Los Angeles after she flees the car wreck. Another friend recalls with love the sound of Rita unzipping her purse.

Laura Harring, left, Justin Theroux and director David Lynch confer in the 2001 movie "Mulholland Drive." (Maximum Film/Alamy) 


Sometimes the devil is in the details -- sound design stunts such as the hurried fade-out of the anodyne party music when, in Lynch's 1997 psycho-thriller "Lost Highway," the Mystery Man (a garishly powdered Robert Blake) approaches the gradually cracking protagonist Fred at a ritzy soiree in the Hollywood Hills. The space cleared by the sudden silence mimics the sinking of one's stomach or the flushing of the skin as something that's not supposed to happen happens again.
The singular terror of Lynch's sound world, as he enjoyed reminding us, is always churning just there below the surface, like the writhing swarm of bugs in the mud below a perfect lawn at the outset of "Blue Velvet." (The good stuff of consciousness resides way deeper; that's another story.)
Of course, of all the nonmusical sounds Lynch was known for, the most beloved may be his own voice. How to describe its singular tinny ring? Long, thin, tight, loud -- especially when portraying FBI Deputy Director Gordon Cole in "Twin Peaks." But its occasional piercing pitch was just as often tempered by a gravelly, knowing calm -- the product of decades of cigarettes and Transcendental Meditation, the latter a practice he spent a good part of his life trying to share.
Like any good artist, Lynch employs darkness as a means to celebrate light, and sound is just one dimension at his disposal. If you can watch his films in a long, uninterrupted row, I recommend it -- but especially so if you do more than just watch. When I first saw Kyle MacLachlan's naive sleuth Jeffrey Beaumont discover a severed ear in the manicured lawns of "Blue Velvet," I covered my eyes. These days, I see the scene for what it was: Lynch asking us to listen.
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David Lynch's deep influence on video games, from Alan Wake to Zelda
The filmmaker's popularity struck at a formative time for a medium poised to smash narrative styles, influencing "Final Fantasy VII," "Silent Hill 2," "Alan Wake" and more.
By Gene Park | 2025-01-23

(Illustration by Lucy Naland/The Washington Post; Chris Pizzello/AP; iStock)


Besides George Lucas, David Lynch is arguably the film and TV director with the most influence on video games.
To be "Lynchian" in part is to bewitch the audience in a dream state, and video games are a medium that can viscerally re-create moving through imagination. Plenty of games take direct inspiration from his work. But Lynch himself understood the connection. In 2000 he directed a surreal PlayStation 2 commercial, 60 seconds of flames, blaring alarms and impossible imagery.
Lynch once took interest in creating a game, "Woodcutters From Fiery Ships," a compelling but doomed project with a Japanese developer of PC adventure games. Lynch described it as a "conundrum thing ... a beautiful kind of place to put yourself. You try to make a little bit of a mystery and a bit of a story, but you want it to be able to bend back upon itself and get lost, really get lost." He told the Guardian the project was "blocked from the get-go" because players wouldn't be interested in such a thing. Two decades of hindsight and history would prove that instinct wrong, as some of the most popular and influential games would carry that spirit.

"Twin Peaks" co-creator Mark Frost weighed in on the story of "The Legend of Zelda: Link's Awakening." (Nintendo)


The most famous example might surprise, but Nintendo's Legend of Zelda series often played with surrealism. Its first real attempt -- as well as its first major shot at a story breaking the confines of princess rescues -- was 1993's Game Boy game "Link's Awakening." Nintendo even brought in "Twin Peaks" co-creator Mark Frost for a conversation about the game's story. Later, on the Nintendo 64, "Majora's Mask" questioned the roles each of us play through the masks we wear. These two games remain the most tragic tales ever told by the House of Mario.
Lynch never delved completely into horror, but his DNA is all over the genre, particularly in video games. "Silent Hill," released in 1999 for the first PlayStation, eschewed the horror game's fascination with creatures and zombies to create something far more paranoid and unnerving, and a motley crew of Konami developers looked to Lynch for guidance. Last year, art director Masahiro Ito confirmed that early ideas for "Silent Hill 2" were inspired by Lynch's film "Lost Highway." The Silent Hill series itself inspired decades of psychological horror games, all the way to last year's indie masterpiece "Mouthwashing."
That even the famously puritan Nintendo joined this wave isn't so surprising. In the 1990s, Japan's obsession with "Twin Peaks" ignited a sort of Lynchmania, with people even re-creating funerals for Laura Palmer. The show's depiction of Americana fascinated Japan and countless would-be video game creators.
"Twin Peaks" is all over "Final Fantasy VII," the groundbreaking 1997 PlayStation game that might be the medium's first big-budget project. Director Yoshinori Kitase has said "Twin Peaks" is his favorite show of all time, and his game's plot dives deep into the nature of consciousness and self-identity. Fans have noted some strong musical ties, too: On YouTube, one playlist collects songs from the show that sound suspiciously similar to the game's jazzier score.
In 2010, eccentric game director Hidetaka Suehiro, most famously known as Swery65, would release "Deadly Premonition," a retelling of "Twin Peaks" that coincidentally uses gameplay elements from "Majora's Mask" to create a township of people with schedules and odd behaviors.
And before he became arguably the most popular and celebrated game director in the world, a young Hideo Kojima criticized U.S. military fetishism by lacing it with supernatural wickedness in his Metal Gear series.
In 2001, Kojima imagined an all-too-familiar future of a digital hellscape poisoned with misinformation. For Lynch, the horror lies in life's uncertainties, while Kojima held a mirror to our tech-obsessed future where AI builds hell on earth. Kojima said in 2018: "Thank you Lynch-sensei. You gave me courage."
The list of games Lynch inspired are countless (the Persona series is another prominent example). But besides Kojima, acclaimed Finnish game director Sam Lake is perhaps gaming's most successful creative in evoking Lynch. His thriller series Alan Wake takes place in Lynch's home region of the Pacific Northwest, like "Twin Peaks," and the second game stars a pair of coffee-addicted and awkward FBI agents.
"There would not be Alan Wake without him," Lake said of Lynch in his acceptance speech of the Andrew Yoon Legend Award at the New York Game Awards on Tuesday.

"Alan Wake 2" evokes "Twin Peaks" and "Lost Highway" by featuring multiple protagonists, including two coffee-addicted FBI agents investigating bizarre murders in a sleepy Pacific Northwest town. (Remedy Entertainment)


"A journey into a secret mystery. I think this is what we seek -- a presence we sometimes fleetingly sense in our everyday lives, but something that is invisible to us, denied from us," Lake said. "We suspect it's there, but we are blind to it, and we can't reach it until a doorway opens and allows us to pursue it and journey into a hidden world. It can be wonderful, and it can be terrifying."
Even though they never met, it's clear Lake has a firm grasp of why Lynch's influence is felt across all artistic mediums. "Alan Wake 2" was The Washington Post's best game of 2023 because of its mixed-media approach combining film, pop music, literature and gameplay to create an interactive puzzle box of the collective consciousness.
It calls to mind Lynch's approach to creating evocative sounds. "Sound is, and I think every director would realize this, 50 percent of the picture," Lynch said in a 2014 interview with the Paris Review about his longtime sound editor, the late Alan Splet. "To get it married to the picture is the trick."
Lake evoked that spirit in his speech. "There is specific craft to each of these mediums, and yet they overlap. I'd like to think this pursuit is universal in art and entertainment," he said. What makes games special, he said -- their blend of mediums, their interactivity -- is in service to "a concrete journey you make, and the secret mystery is something you actively work on, to look for and piece together, all of which us draws us and makes us an active part of the experience, fully engaged."
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'I'm Still Here': A stark history and warm memoir of Brazil's darkest days
Fernanda Torres's award-winning performance anchors this dramatic portrait of an indomitable woman and her family.
By Ty Burr | 2025-01-23

Selton Mello, top left, as Rubens and Fernanda Torres, top right, as Eunice in "I'm Still Here." (Alile Onawale/Sony Pictures Classics)


Walter Salles's "I'm Still Here" is an epic within an epic: a teeming family drama contained within the melodrama of a country going insane.
No, it's not set in modern-day America. Perhaps that's the point: If we're not very careful, it could be.
Brazil in 1970 existed in a state of constant tension, with a military dictatorship installed in a 1964 coup that was overseeing a resurgent economy and the increasingly brutal repression of anyone it saw as stepping out of line. Among the latter was Rubens Paiva (Selton Mello), a civil engineer and congressman from Sao Paulo who fled the country when his position was nullified by the dictatorship, but who returned within the year because he couldn't keep away from his wife and kids.
You can hardly blame him. If you were lucky growing up, you knew one of those big, warm, rambunctious families whose dinner table was always open to strays and whose conversations on art, politics, culture and morality expanded one's brain and the possibilities of life. (If you were luckier still, it was your family.) The Paivas were one of those special clans, and director Salles was, in his youth, one of the strays at their table, making "I'm Still Here" as much personal memoir as national history.
In Mello's playing, Rubens is affable, smart and maybe too unconcerned for his personal safety. Or maybe he just doesn't have the time, since he's active in labor causes, holds meetings at home, publishes a left-wing newspaper and insists on being a present, loving father to his five children. In this, his wife Eunice (Fernanda Torres) is his partner and equal.
And then, one day in January 1971, Rubens is taken away for questioning, and "I'm Still Here" depicts the harrowing disorientation of a home invaded by men with guns. Eunice was detained and interrogated for a brief period, as was their adolescent daughter Eliana (Luiza Kosovski), and the glimpses Salles gives of the junta's tactics -- blood on the floor, screams down the hall -- chill them and us to the marrow.
At this point, Eunice comes to the fore as the real hero of "I'm Still Here," embarking on a relentless course of action to discover her husband's whereabouts while holding her family together with elegance and grit. That path would eventually take her to a law degree and a national role as an activist pushing for the government's recognition of those who were "disappeared" during the dictatorship, which ended in 1985. (The script by Murilo Hauser and Heitor Lorega is based on a 2015 memoir by Eunice and Rubens's only son, Marcelo, a successful Brazilian playwright and screenwriter.)

Eunice (Fernanda Torres) makes memories with her children. (Adrian Teijido/Sony Pictures Classics)



The Paiva family and friends, as portrayed in "I'm Still Here." (Alile Onawale/Sony Pictures Classics)


Salles gilds his movie with the sounds and colors and grain of memory, his own and his generation's. The eldest Paiva daughter, 18-year-old Vera, carries a Super 8 camera with her everywhere, and "I'm Still Here" regularly cuts to re-creations of her footage, half witness to history and half home movie. The music of Brazil's tropicalia movement is all over the soundtrack, songs by Caetano Veloso, Gal Costa, Os Mutantes and others looking to a future the generals were desperate to prevent. (The soundtrack is streaming on Spotify: Go listen already.)
Torres has already won a Golden Globe for her performance here and on Thursday scored an Oscar nomination; in her hands, Eunice is an ordinary woman (if a resourceful one) who takes up the call to action out of love for her family and her country. Salles does not present this as easy, but he does present it as necessary.
The strands of "I'm Still Here" wind through many aspects of Brazil, including its movies. Torres, an actress of international standing, is the daughter of Fernanda Montenegro, the star of Salles's 1998 hit "Central Station" and her country's only other Golden Globe (and Oscar) nominee for best actress. To add to this movie's emotional wallop, the 95-year-old Montenegro can be seen as the older Eunice Paiva in the final scenes.
Despite a campaign against it by the country's right-wing media, "I'm Still Here" has become Brazil's biggest theatrical hit since before covid. The film's title may hold a key. Does it refer to Rubens Paiva, whose fate remained unknown for decades? To Eunice as she doggedly seeks the truth? To her children, who have carried their parents' memory forward?
All of them and more. In the film's final scenes, Salles makes us see that it's Brazil herself who is still here and, more crucially, her people, enduring through decades of dark times before emerging once more into the light.
Maybe, when all is said and done, this is a movie for modern-day America.
PG-13. At the Angelika Film Center and Landmark's Bethesda Row Cinema. Contains thematic content, some strong language, drug use, smoking and brief nudity. 136 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Presence' is a handcrafted ghost story as seen by the ghost
Steven Soderbergh's latest genre experiment wants to unsettle you more than it wants to scare you.
By Ty Burr | 2025-01-23

A scene from "Presence," directed and filmed by Steven Soderbergh. (Neon/Spectral Spirit Company)


They're selling "Presence" as a horror movie when it's something else entirely: a ghost story as told from the point of view of the ghost. As such, it's more unsettling than scary, more dramatically gripping than nerve-shredding. And it's directed by Steven Soderbergh, so you know it has to be smart.
Best of all, "Presence" is short and sure of itself, a tidy 84 minutes that explore a fraying family dynamic as observed by the household poltergeist. Soderbergh always seems most interesting when he's bored and gives himself an artistic or technical challenge, and here, with a camera that silently roams an old suburban house, unable to step past the doors outside, the challenge is putting the audience inside the mind of a phantom as it yearns to protect the family's most vulnerable member.
That would be Chloe (Callina Liang), a teenager still reeling from the death of her best friend after an apparent overdose. When the family moves in at the start of "Presence," Chloe immediately feels something in the room with her, her eyes darting uncertainly toward the camera's gaze, which nervously beats a retreat to the safety of the girl's bedroom closet.
The screenplay by David Koepp ("Jurassic Park," "Mission: Impossible") sketches in the rest of the family with broad but adroit strokes: ruthless tiger mom Rebekah (Lucy Liu), a business executive whose instincts aren't strictly legal; her son Tyler (Eddy Maday), a swaggering high school swimming star and the mother's perfect prince; and dad Chris (Chris Sullivan), a gentle giant who feels he married out of his league and is just beginning to realize his mistake.
These relationships tend toward the schematic, but this is a ghost story, remember, and the ghost's curiosity compels it to wander from room to room, watching a family hurtling toward meltdown. Chloe's extrasensory antenna leads her to realize there's a spirit in the house, and Liang achingly conveys the raw adolescent confusion and resistance of a young woman who knows what she feels, no matter what anyone tells her.
Sullivan is touchingly empathetic in his scenes with Liang -- they're two outcasts in a house of strivers -- and Liu works to make her role more than a cartoon. The only other characters who intrude on the family are Tyler's high school friend Ryan (West Mulholland), who shows Chloe an unexpected sensitive side, and a part-time neighborhood psychic (Natalie Woolams-Torres), who corroborates Chloe's and Chris's fears even as Rebekah and Tyler mock her as a con artist.

Chris Sullivan (Chris) and Lucy Liu (Rebekah) in "Presence." (Peter Andrews/Neon/Spectral Spirit Company)


"Presence" gets the maximum return from a minimum of setting and concept, and it doesn't overstay its welcome. (If anything, it seems to wrap up a little too quickly.) This has become a Soderbergh hallmark, and it puts him in the tradition of classic studio-era craftsmen who cranked out unassuming gem after unassuming gem and did so on time and under budget. There isn't a wasted shot or an untrimmed frill; you feel you're in the hands of a master who no longer needs to prove himself.
Is the ghost that of Chloe's dead friend? "Presence" leaves the matter unresolved and leans toward a larger mystery, one that nags at a viewer with an inconsolable air of loneliness. The fluid camerawork (by Soderbergh himself) holds the movie together with a restless, anxious personality of its own.
"It doesn't know why it's here," says the psychic of the phantom. "There's something it needs to do, but it doesn't know what." By contrast, "Presence" knows exactly what it needs to do: haunt the family up to the end credits and the audience well beyond.
R. At area theaters. Contains violence, drug material, language, sexuality and teen drinking. 84 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-01-22

The National Building Museum is hosting several special exhibitions, including "Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania" and "Brick City." (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"JewCE: The Jewish Comics Experience," through March 23. This exhibition highlights comic book superheroes who came from the minds of Jewish creators, writers and artists, as well as contemporary graphic novels that explore Jewish themes.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Little Books, Big Gifts: The Artistry of Esther Inglis," through Feb. 9. The artistic, literary and social networking achievements of Inglis, a working mother of eight who was William Shakespeare's contemporary, are on view. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
KREEGER MUSEUM
"The DMV Collects the DMV," through Feb. 1. This celebration of the Washington Print Club's 60th anniversary features the work of 49 artists who lived in the D.C. region or built their careers there. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Sunday. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Samantha Box: Confluences," through March 23. This display highlights the Bronx-based photographer's black-and-white work exploring race, gender, class, and sexuality.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election-year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi, and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
*TOUCHSTONE GALLERY
"The District 51 Art Show," through Feb. 9. This collection of nearly 100 works by 51 D.C.-connected artists highlights the creative forces who have shaped the city's cultural scene. 901 New York Ave. NW. touchstonegallery.com
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'What the Constitution Means to Me' has never echoed louder
Heidi Schreck's Tony-nominated autobiographical play gets a bitterly timely revival at Round House Theatre. 
By Chris Klimek | 2025-01-22

D.C. theater veteran Kimberly Gilbert plays the lead role in "What the Constitution Means to Me," at Round House Theatre through Feb. 16. (Kent Kondo)


"What the Constitution Means to Me" is already a period piece. Playwright and actor Heidi Schreck's nimble account of how she paid for college by extolling the virtues of our founding document in rhetorical contests as a Reagan-era teen first appeared in 2017, when it was still possible to see the Trump presidency as a sort of national arrhythmia. That her autobiographical play has remained arguably the most significant specimen of post-"Hamilton" political theater even as the world around it has changed profoundly comes down to the last two words in its title.
The "me" in question is no longer Schreck, who vacated the lead role after performing her Tony Award-nominated show at the Kennedy Center in September 2019. In Round House's stirring, bitterly timely revival, longtime D.C. favorite Kimberly Gilbert proves to be a consummate vessel for the cocktail of nerdery, opportunism, lust and burgeoning feminism that made Schreck's hybrid of constitutional scholarship and family history so absorbing. Late in the evening, Gilbert sheds the Schreck persona along with her sensible blazer (though she puts it back on for the debate in the show's finale), informing us she will conclude the performance as herself, a Doc Martens-wearing local stage veteran.
Michael Glenn, who plays an American Legionnaire during the scenes of Schreck's debate-champ teen years, also eventually gets to doff his garrison cap and tie in favor of an X-Men T-shirt and speak briefly about his relationship with his adolescent son. (These alterations to Schreck's text were scripted, with the playwright's blessing, by director Morgan Gould.)
As with prior productions, designer Shoko Kambara has built what Schreck calls a "crime-victim drawing" composite of the legion hall in her hometown of Wenatchee, Washington. Though the play employs not one but two didactic formats -- Schreck's digression-filled re-creation of a prizewinning speech she gave at age 15, followed by a debate over whether the United States should keep its 236-year-old operating manual or scrap it and write another -- it always feels like its primary intention is to entertain rather than to persuade. Sure, at one point the teen Schreck is challenged to describe Section 1 of the 14th Amendment -- and the tut-tutting in the audience acknowledged that this performance was just one day after the new president of the United States had decreed via executive order that birthright citizenship, enshrined in Section 1 since 1868, was no longer valid. That's not pandering; it's evidence of Schreck's dramaturgic foresight.

From left, Kimberly Gilbert, Fadekemi Laniyonu and Michael Glenn in "What the Constitution Means to Me." (Kent Kondo)


The meat of the show remains Gilbert-as-Schreck's growing awareness that the Constitution her 15-year-old self venerated as a "hot and sweaty" defender of her rights in fact reserves its benefits mostly for men like the ones who wrote it. Native Americans, people of color and women have received only the more-permeable, less-reliable "penumbra" of its protections (to use a judicial metaphor that recurs throughout), and only after generations of waiting.
The consequences of these omissions and delays become evident as she describes an ancestor purchased for $75 and imported to the United States from a catalogue, and the subsequent generations of abuse that shaped her lineage. Schreck's examination of more widely fought battles for women's suffrage and abortion rights comes through personal disclosures: that she acceded to an unwanted sexual advance at age 17 out of fear. That she chose, at 21, to end her first pregnancy -- and to keep the decision from even her own feminist-artist mother until well into her own middle age. Her discovery of the shocking frequency with which men rape and/or kill their spouses and intimate partners is, she confesses, the kind of fact she must banish from her consciousness just to get through the day.
It will sound, I fear, like faint praise to say that Gilbert makes these scripted, workshopped, revised, oft-re-created revelations from someone else's life feel extemporaneous, genuine and moving -- that is, after all, the definition of acting. But she honors and builds upon Schreck's sturdy foundation with warmth and vulnerability, a feat of aesthetic and ideological needle-threading.
The Q&A session that closes the show, wherein Gilbert and her debate partner -- a role that Fadekemi Laniyonu and Kat Pascual alternate -- ask each other personal questions submitted by the prior show's audience, is anticlimactic by design, a way of dissipating the cloud of inherited trauma that hangs over the show's core. But the 18-year-old Laniyonu's response when asked to imagine what she'll be doing 20 years from now puts a poetic button on the 40-something Schreck's excavation of her 15-year-old self -- and of all the selves that followed.
What the Constitution Means to Me, through Feb. 16 at Round House Theatre in Bethesda. About 1 hour, 40 minutes without intermission. roundhousetheatre.org.
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Need a boost? Hang with cuddly creatures at D.C.'s 7 best animal encounters.
Why wait in line for a far-off glimpse of pandas when you can snuggle with cows, stretch with goats or sip tea with kittens?
By Sophia Solano | 2025-01-23

Penny, a Nigerian dwarf goat, stands on the backs of two women during a goat yoga class at Faith Lutheran Church in Arlington. (Bonnie Cash for The Washington Post)


After new giant pandas Qing Bao and Bao Li make their public debut at the Smithsonian National Zoo on Friday, maybe you'll pay them a visit. You'll wait in a long line, enduring thick crowds, screaming kids and parents' impatient huffs. You'll inch along until you reach that slab of glass that allows you a glimpse into the bears' habitat. And there they will be. Round, rolly, maybe eating bamboo. They're a unifying symbol of diplomacy. A glorious act of goodwill. And they're -- well, a bit boring.
Hear us out. We don't mean to disparage the pandas, which are the platonic ideal of a good bear. But they don't like us much. Behind their glass enclosures, they hardly know we're there. And given the sharp claws and teeth that lurk behind those sweet appearances, that's probably a good thing.
But they're not the only adorable creatures around town. And it's that dreary time of year when we could all use a bit of animal-assisted therapy. So we've rounded up our favorite local experiences that allow you to get close and cuddly with creatures from Highland cows to African penguins -- no glass partition required.

This is Petey. He likes warm hugs. (Diolanda Caballero)


Just off a zippy country road in Prince George's County, Brandywine Cow Cuddles is easy to miss. The six-acre farm is hidden behind a brick ranch-style house, notable only for its cow-shaped lawn signs and the massive nose of a black Great Dane sniffing from under a cracked garage door. But circle around the side and you'll find something less common in Brandywine: three miniature Highland cows, longhaired and horned, gazing at you with wide eyes. Try not to swoon.
Their names are Maple, Petey and Brody, and you can pay hard-earned American dollars to spend a few hours snuggling them. Brandywine Cow Cuddles offers a variety of session types, including individual sessions, kids' meet-and-greets, and "Moos and Moonlight: An Evening Cow Experience for Two." It also hosts events, including a recent gender reveal (the cows all wore pink bows). Add-ons include a fire pit with s'mores supplies or the inclusion, during your session, of Mr. Buttons, the 6-month-old donkey who's training to cart drinks as a "beverage burro."

Maple, a miniature Highland cow, is available for snuggles at Brandywine Cow Cuddles. (Peter Watts)



But don't forget Petey. (Peter Watts)


At first, the herd were meant to be pets. Aiden Dart purchased her first two Highland cows (technically, the "minis" are the same breed as their larger Scottish cousins but smaller, around 600 pounds instead of 1,100 pounds) in 2023 for her daughter, a cow-obsessed teen who had found that being around the animals eased her anxiety. But the more time Dart spent with them, the more, she says, they became her "Zen zone." So she left what she calls a "high-stress, high-responsibility" job to offer cow cuddling experiences to all, full time.
As the business has expanded, so too has the herd. Dart is expecting three more Highland cows -- Moxie, Chester and Rox -- to join the farm so she can offer multiple sessions at once with each cow family. She's also hoping to get a "girlfriend" for Mr. Buttons. Besides the livestock, patrons can expect visits from Oakley, the Great Dane, or Kix, the hairless cat with whom they can book "catio cuddles" sessions.
Sessions available most days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with occasional evening session options. 11401 Cross Rd. Trail, Brandywine, Maryland. brandywinecowcuddles.com. $35-$500, depending on group size.

Tiffany Rodriguez pets Elsa at Crumbs & Whiskers, a cat cafe in Georgetown. (Bonnie Cash for The Washington Post)


It's been a full decade since the super-Instagramable Crumbs & Whiskers came crashing onto our feeds. The shop's 2015 opening was so eagerly anticipated that local blogs (remember those?) covered each phase from the zoning hearing to the fundraising parties. The groundbreaking combination of coffee and cats, not yet popular in the United States, made for the buzziest and most photogenic opening of the year. It was, as The Post's Maura Judkis wrote at the time, a peek into "the online world of cat fandom, IRL."
The internet -- and the world -- is a very, very different place in 2025. But the formula that powers Crumbs & Whiskers has proved timeless: Play with kittens while nursing a warm beverage. Though the supplier of the "Crumbs" has changed to the trendy and nearby Levain Bakery (in an effort to avoid hair balls in cappuccinos, the cat cafe has to outsource its food and beverages, per the D.C. Department of Health), little else has changed since the company's inception.

Sparkles the cat gets some love while she sleeps at Crumbs & Whiskers. (Bonnie Cash for The Washington Post)


The longest (and most expensive) session will run you $45 for 70 uninterrupted minutes of cuteness. With up to 25 cats and kittens, most between the ages of 6 months and 24 months, available at a time, you're likely to find a mix of feline attitudes to suit your mood, whether you'd rather chill out with cuddly nappers or play with rowdy youths. Place your food and drink order at the start of your session before lounging in the pink-and-white cloud of pillows and floor pads, surrounded by string lights, fake greenery and neon signs. You'll receive a free Polaroid of your group with a cat of your choice. And if you fall in love, you're in luck -- all the cats, which are fostered at Crumbs & Whiskers through rescue Homeward Trails -- are adoptable.
Weekdays except Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 3109 M St. NW. crumbsandwhiskers.com. $25-$45.

Trainers at the National Aquarium in Baltimore play with the dolphin pod. (National Aquarium)


Amid increasing public unease about sea mammal husbandry, Baltimore's National Aquarium discontinued its dolphin shows in 2011. Five years later, it announced that its dolphin residents would be moved to a sanctuary. As preparations for their transition to sea life continue, the six Atlantic bottlenose dolphins at the aquarium -- Beau, Foster, Chesapeake, Bayley, Spirit and Jade -- have spent more than 4,500 hours training for their eventual retirement in the Caribbean. Aquarium guests can get a front-row view at two different sessions, with separate fees from the main entry ticket. (And anyone who buys a normal ticket can see the dolphins splash around during and between training sessions, but from farther away.)
The $25 Dolphin Tour grants visitors a behind-the-scenes look at the Dolphin Discovery Center, which encompasses a massive amphitheater, a multistory tank that houses the animals, and a network of subterranean tunnels and rooms used by staff for preparation and medical needs. The all-ages tour starts at the top of the amphitheater with a bird's-eye view of dolphins splashing around the surface and zooming far below. It moves into the dolphin kitchen -- where staffers prepare over 100 pounds of raw fish per day, and where you might learn that dolphins love unflavored Jell-O -- before a trip to the staff-only area just in front of the glass. The proximity is part of the enrichment for the dolphins; prepare to get splashed as they swim by to check you out.

Snack time. (National Aquarium)


An extra $70 will get you an even closer look. The Dolphin Training Session, a 45-minute experience, takes you underneath the tank to learn about how its 1.3 million gallons of saltwater is powered and to see (through a window) the rescued sea turtles rehabilitating in a quarantined room. But the real reason to dish out nearly $100 per person is the access to the rear deck. From a few feet away, watch a training session and talk to trainers as they play with the dolphins, teaching them to flip, dash, tail walk and, adorably, cheer for themselves when they perform a task well. Wear closed-toe shoes and come curious -- there's plenty of time to get all your dolphin-related questions answered, straight from the experts.
Dolphin Tours available daily at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. $25. Dolphin Training Sessions available daily at 12:30 p.m. $95. 501 E Pratt St., Baltimore. aqua.org.

Dandy, a Nigerian dwarf goat, says namaste with her eyes. (Bonnie Cash for The Washington Post)


Yogis know downward dog, cat/cow, cobra and pigeon poses, but they might need a little help with goat. That's where Beth Wolfe comes in. The seasoned instructor, who teaches regularly at the National Building Museum and International Spy Museum, works with friends at Walnut Creek Farm to offer monthly yoga sessions featuring a herd of Nigerian dwarf goats. Each class, held on the top floor of an Arlington church, includes a guided yoga session with Wolfe and a visit from 15 to 18 fun-size goats owned by a veterinarian in Salem, Virginia. Bring your own mat, but don't expect a vigorous workout -- within a few minutes of the animals' arrival, the "class" might devolve into goat-fueled chaos. It's all by design.
"The yoga is absolutely secondary to the mental health benefits," Wolfe says. "We refer to it as animal therapy. People laugh. People leave feeling lighter. People feel connected to the animals and to each other."

Who needs a mountain when you can climb on the backs of women doing yoga? (Bonnie Cash for The Washington Post)


The goats' monthly visit north usually includes other types of sessions, such as bingo, nonalcoholic bar nights, tea and tarot events, and arts and crafts. Wolfe also hosts other animal yoga events throughout the month, most often with puppies and kittens. It helps socialize the animals, she says, before they become available for adoption through partnered rescues like the Animal Welfare League. Her events tend to sell out quickly, so check her website, newsletter or social media pages to stay updated.
One-hour sessions held monthly on Saturday and Sunday; dates vary. 3313 Arlington Blvd., Arlington. bethawolfe.com. $40.

Keeper Nikki Maticic plays with the Smithsonian National Zoo's Hereford calf Willow. (Nikki Maticic/Smithsonian's National Zoo)


While all eyes are on the Asia Trail, home of the new pandas, turn your attention instead to the other end of the National Zoo. At the Kids' Farm, you won't find animals dangerous or exotic -- but you will find cows, alpacas, hogs, donkeys and goats, and an experience designed for hands-on learning. It's the zoo's only exhibit that not only allows but encourages interaction with the animals.
Twice per day, the farm offers "Meet a Keeper" sessions that showcase the animals' daily enrichment. These variable, interactive demonstrations might include guided brushing, petting or playing with toys, plus Q&A's. Keepers might use the time to take the animals on walks around the zoo or guide them through a hoof-painting activity (think finger painting, but for hogs). But if you're lucky, you'll catch a special or seasonal enrichment activity -- celebrating a goat's birthday, watching a cow knock over a snowman or seeing an alpaca wreck a pumpkin. According to keepers, the animals' participation is completely optional. However ...
"We do see them actively choosing to come up [to the fence] on their own, which shows to us that they do enjoy the attention, the social interactions they get," says Kids' Farm keeper Nikki Maticic.
Though the experience at the Kids' Farm is open to all, it's designed with elementary-age children in mind. Added to the zoo in 2006, it was meant to give city kids an opportunity to interact with farm animals they might not otherwise see, and to teach them about how to interact with animals -- approaching quietly, petting gently and respecting the animals' space.
"It's a good teaching moment for learning more about empathy with the animals, and learning how to approach them in a safe way," Maticic says. "And then hopefully developing a passion and empathy towards them."
Daily at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 3001 Connecticut Ave. NW. nationalzoo.si.edu. Free; passes required.

The African penguins at the Maryland Zoo would like to examine your zippers and pant legs. (Sophia Solano/The Washington Post)


Imagine a nursery school class at recess -- dozens of tiny legs carrying toddling bodies into unregulated chaos, wordless screeches of joy, overstimulated eyes turning toward anything shiny. Now imagine those tots are African penguins and you're in the center of the whirlwind. That is, essentially, what happens at the Maryland Zoo's Penguin Encounters. The program offers up to eight guests at a time a hands-on experience with a small flock -- where you can fulfill your dream of petting penguins.
The zoo has a main flock of over 100 (living in a reproduction of an African fishing village) that are generally wary of human contact. But 12 "species ambassadors" were chosen for their outgoing personalities and fondness for people. Whereas the larger breeding flock is made up of penguins to make more penguins, the ambassadors are penguins to make penguin lovers.
A couple of times per day, keepers offer facts about the birds, from the breeding program to their diet and social behavior, to guests in a hut built just for this experience. But it can be hard to concentrate while the small flock fumbles around, braying, preening and gently nipping at colorful shoes and frayed pants. It's made up entirely of female penguins, many of them mated, who never quite grew into an adult distaste for people. That means they enjoy all the attention (you can't pick up or feed them, but selfies are encouraged).

This one's name is Tetra. (Sophia Solano/The Washington Post)


Combined with admission to the zoo, which is also required, the half-hour experience breaks down to cost almost $3 a minute. But that steep price is used to support the zoo's penguin breeding efforts, plus conservation organizations in the penguins' native South Africa and Namibia. The African penguins are critically endangered, with some estimates calculating they'll be extinct in the wild in the next decade. That's partly why the keepers are so cautious of flock members contracting avian flu. The ambassadors no longer go on as many "field trips" to bars, libraries and schools as they once did. All the more reason to see them on their home turf, where, set loose, they may or may not try to steal your zippers.
Friday to Monday at 11:20 a.m. and 1:50 p.m. Tuesday to Thursday at 1:50 p.m. from March through December only. 1 Safari Pl., Baltimore. marylandzoo.org. $64 for nonmembers, excluding zoo admission.

Pretty sure this is what you need in 2025. (James Ketola/Happy Paws Photography)


Unlike at most dog parks, you don't need a pet of your own to enter Snouts & Stouts. And if you don't have one, you're in good company. Owner Daniel Ramos estimates about 30 percent of his patrons come dog-less just to get the serotonin boost caused by watching pups tumble in turf. Besides, if you really want a dog to hang out with, he has some on standby; his and co-owner Brittany Schneller's five German shepherd mixes, two teacup Pomeranians, one miniature Australian shepherd and one goldendoodle spend their days greeting guests at the indoor dog park.
Snouts & Stouts opened in late 2023 and has since grown into something of a dog ecosystem. It includes a doggy day care -- and a retrofitted bus that picks up dogs and delivers them home -- a dog pool, a bath and dryer area, a dog birthday party room, and a dog fitness center called Canine Cardio. But the main focus is the 5,500-square-foot second floor, which includes an off-leash indoor dog park with an outdoor balcony. "Canine ruff-erees" keep the space safe and sanitary, while "barktenders" take human (and dog) drink orders.

Arlington's Snouts & Stouts lives up to its name. (James Ketola/Happy Paws Photography)


After your dog has let off some steam (or you get your fill of that dog-induced serotonin), head to the other side of the second level to the bar. Choose from a menu that includes a "shepherd smash" and "mutt-jito" for people and, for dogs, a blended "margarita" with applesauce, Greek yogurt and cucumbers. Humans can snack on an array of bar food, including wings and burgers, while pups might be treated to a chicken and rice bowl. The menu also nods to Ramos's Portuguese heritage with egg custard tarts and salt cod fritters. Before you leave, take a look at the calendar for events such as puppy yoga, breed-specific meetups, "pup power hour" workout classes and live music every Thursday night.
Dog park open Monday through Thursday from 5 to 8 p.m., Friday from 5 to 9 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 2709 S. Oakland St., Arlington. snoutsnstouts.com. Free for humans; $10 for dog day pass, plus $5 for each additional dog.
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Jules Feiffer and the art of crossing the line
The Pulitzer-winning cartoonist and satirist attacked lies, weasel words and half-truths wherever he saw them. His time in the military was formative.
By Michael Cavna | 2025-01-22

Cartoonist, author, playwright and Pulitzer Prize winner Jules Feiffer working on proof sheets from his first book, "Sick, Sick, Sick," in New York in 1958. (Dick DeMarsico/Getty Images)


To understand Jules Feiffer the legendary comic mind, one must look to a transformative point in his young adulthood. He didn't set his early sights on becoming one of America's greatest satirists. But his powerful creative conscience was sparked by one event and never ebbed across more than seven decades.
You might best know Feiffer, who died Jan. 17 at 95, as a Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist for the Village Voice, or as a screenwriter ("Carnal Knowledge") or playwright ("Little Murders") or children's book illustrator ("The Phantom Tollbooth") or graphic novelist ("Kill My Mother"). Yet this long, eclectic career took Feiffer far from the purity of the funny pages he first loved.

"The Phantom Toolbooth," published in 1961. (Epstein & Carroll/Abrams Books/Random House)


He told me more than once that it was the government that turned him into a lifelong creative commentator with a gimlet eye and an acid-dipped pen -- the kind of artistic life appreciated by the Library of Congress, which holds thousands of his artworks.
At a panel I moderated in 2018, he told the room that joining the Army in the '50s was that formative event because "it made a satirist out of me." In the military, he encountered what he saw as Cold War conformity, exercises in mind control and McCarthyist sympathies and thought: "These were what I had to cover -- what I had to attack." He said he didn't want to be molded into a fighting machine.
Instead, Feiffer turned himself into a warrior of the word -- a kind of conscientious projector, holding up a lens to our social and political ills.
Feiffer saw cartooning as an act of intellectual resistance. He liked to say: "I didn't want to go into the business of overthrowing the government, but at that time, the government cooperated by giving me a government that needed to be overthrown."
He also looked around at mid-century America and concluded that so much language was being deployed to obfuscate instead of communicate. "The misuse of language was how we governed," he said in 2018. "In our families. In our sex lives. In our marital lives. In the country at large. In politics." On every level, he saw language as a tool too often used to elude and evade, delude and deceive.
That outlook became a through line for much of his work.

Feiffer's military character Munro appeared in strips including this one, published later in "Out of Line: The Art of Jules Feiffer" by Martha Faye. (Jules Feiffer/Abrams Books)


In 1971's "Carnal Knowledge," for instance, Jack Nicholson's young lothario character uses words to dance around the truth while also trying to extract information from others. He asks the woman he's seeing behind his best friend's back: "Do you always answer a question with a question?" She responds with an equal sense of verbal elusiveness: "Do you always date your best friend's girlfriend?"
That same year, in a political cartoon, Feiffer drew President Richard M. Nixon in a series of headshots, circuitously saying: "If you think everything your government tells you is a lie -- and we know you think that -- and we go out of our way to prove to you we're not lying -- are we still lying? Or are we telling the truth? And by now, how would we know?"
Before he felt called to satire, young Jules devoured the Depression-era newspaper comics and dreamed of drawing adventure strips like his artistic hero Milton Caniff ("Terry and the Pirates"). As a boy in the Bronx, he also would render his version of E.C. Segar's Popeye, many decades before Feiffer wrote the screenplay for Robert Altman's 1980 film, which starred Robin Williams as the fast-talking sailor man. And he doodled his takeoff on the then-new Superman, a character whose personal appeal he explained to me in 2018: "Superman was the assimilation dream of the nerdy Jewish boy who couldn't get a date."
Feiffer eventually got his foot in the comics door as a teenager, in the mid-1940s, catching on at Will Eisner's studio that produced "The Spirit." Feiffer had one problem, though: Unlike the deft stylists such as Jack Kirby surrounding him, he said, he had a line like "coagulated glue."

Feiffer at the Venice Film Festival in 1989. (Lebrecht Music & Arts/Alamy)


No matter how many awards stacked up on his shelf, Feiffer was perpetually humble in his self-assessment.
I've never met such a sharp humor writer who, for many years, in fact, would downplay that he was much of a writer at all. And he was one of the most free-flowing illustrators I've ever known who, well into his 80s, said his art still didn't rise to the needs of his narrative storytelling.
Only after I interviewed Feiffer several times, and moderated for him twice at East Coast conventions, did I realize what two elements seemed most central to his staggering creative legacy: He held society to high standards despite perpetual disappointment, and, as a storyteller and satirist, he held himself to the same. His withering criticism of both could be unsparing. And that was crucial to his comic genius.
In his latter years, creating noir detective graphic novels became a fresh creative peak that blended his unyielding demands on himself and the world.

A page from Jules Feiffer's noir graphic novel "Cousin Joseph." (B. Mergendeiler Corp./Liveright Publishing Corporation)



A page from Feiffer's graphic novel "The Ghost Script." (B. Mergendeiler Corp./Liveright Publishing Corporation)


On a technical level, he discovered brush pens -- a nimble instrument that he vibed with almost organically. At last, he could render in ink what he had only felt free enough to do with his loose pencil lines. He called this stylistic breakthrough "a joy." When he spoke of that, he lit up like the Chrysler Building, which was completed shortly after his New York birth. That he was still motivated to evolve as an artist into his 80s was a testament to his relentless passion for artistic expression.
Feiffer's sociopolitical passion also had not ebbed. In his period noir trilogy that begins with "Kill My Mother," he includes such themes as targeting immigrants for America's social problems -- not an intentionally timely element, he said in 2018, but rather a historical constant going back many decades: "I had to do very little to update it" for contemporary times.
And Feiffer, the self-described liberal intellectual, continued to hold on to hope that the United States would strive to reach its founding ideals. He told the Small Press Expo attendees in Maryland nearly seven years ago: "The excitement is to see what happens next and to see what we can do about the cynicism and untruths we've always lived by and justified."
Always, for himself and society, he wanted language to illuminate. And for him, noir was a creative pinnacle of textual and visual craft. After all, he had spent a lifetime mastering how to bring our world's coded verbiage and the dialogue of disguise out of the darkness and into the light.
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Coast Guard orders forces to 'Gulf of America' after admiral ousted
The deployment was ordered after the Trump administration signaled its intent to rename the Gulf of Mexico and moved quickly to fire the Coast Guard commandant.
By Dan Lamothe | 2025-01-22

U.S. Coast Guard personnel operate off Florida in 2021. (Scott McIntyre for The Washington Post)


The Coast Guard will surge additional resources to the "Gulf of America" and several other locations, the service said in a statement Tuesday, after the Trump administration sacked its top admiral and alleged that she had failed to prioritize the security of U.S. borders.
The statement marked one of the U.S. government's first official uses of President Donald Trump's desired name for the Gulf of Mexico, a policy shift that has elicited derision from his domestic political foes and leaders in Mexico. Trump signed an executive order soon after his inauguration Monday setting a 30-day deadline for the Interior Department to take "all appropriate action" needed to codify the new name.
Asked about the statement's reference to "Gulf of America," Coast Guard officials cited Trump's executive order. The Defense Department, which also is preparing to deploy additional forces in support of the new administration's emphasis on border security, said it had no updates to provide when asked whether the Pentagon will also adopt Trump's desired name for the gulf.
The Coast Guard said in its statement that, in addition to its deployments to the Gulf of Mexico, commanders will increase the service's presence in waterways approaching Florida and the maritime border around Alaska, California, Hawaii, Texas, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
The Coast Guard has carried out such operations for years, and it was not immediately clear Wednesday how that may evolve under Trump, who has made border security central to his administration's agenda. In the closing days of the Biden administration, those operations included the interdiction of 15 migrants off Point Loma in California and the interdiction of 58 migrants off the coast of Puerto Rico. In the latter case, Coast Guard personnel returned the individuals involved to the Dominican Republic, the service said.
U.S. defense officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss military preparations, said they have spent weeks devising options for Trump to bolster U.S. forces along the southern border. In another executive order issued Monday, Trump directed U.S. Northern Command, which oversees military operations in North America, to develop a plan within 30 days.
The Trump administration announced Tuesday that it had "terminated" Adm. Linda Fagan as commandant, alleging that she had performed poorly as the service's top officer and focused too much on diversity, equity and inclusion programs at the expense of homeland defense. She was replaced on an acting basis with the service's No. 2 officer, Adm. Kevin Lunday, who in Wednesday's statement touted the service as "the world's premiere maritime law enforcement agency" and said he had directed subordinate military officials to "immediately surge" ships, aircraft, boats and "specialized forces" in response to Trump's order.
"Together, in coordination with our Department of Homeland Security and Department of Defense teammates, we will detect, deter and interdict illegal migration, drug smuggling and other terrorist or hostile activity before it reaches our border," Lunday said.
Fagan, 61, had been Coast Guard commandant since 2022, after President Joe Biden selected her for the post. She made history as the first woman to lead a branch of the U.S. military.
The Department of Homeland Security, which oversees the Coast Guard, said in a written statement Tuesday that Fagan had been ousted "because of her leadership deficiencies, operational failures, and inability to advance the strategic objectives of the U.S. Coast Guard." But the statement was one-sided and omitted key context while laying out the Trump administration's allegations.
For instance, while DHS said Fagan had overseen "significant shortfalls" in recruiting, the service met its goal for new personnel in 2024 after failing to do so each year since 2017, well before her tenure.
The DHS statement also cited an "erosion of trust" as a result of the service's handling of Operation Fouled Anchor, an investigation in which numerous allegations of sexual assault and abuse at the Coast Guard Academy were hidden from Congress and the public. An extensive report detailing the cases was completed in January 2020, during Trump's first term, but it was withheld by Fagan's predecessor as commandant, Adm. Karl Schultz.
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Commanders vs. Eagles analysis: Here's what Washington must do to win
The NFC championship game in Philadelphia could come down to which team can better scheme its stars to make big plays. 
By Sam Fortier, Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-23
The Washington Commanders' surprising surge has landed them in their first NFC title game since the 1991 season, when they went on to win Super Bowl XXVI. But oddsmakers consider them underdogs for the third consecutive game and favor the Philadelphia Eagles by about a touchdown Sunday.
The first conference championship between NFC East teams in 38 years is expected to be one of the most expensive title games all time for fans to attend. Here's a closer look at the matchup:




Last week, Washington beat the Detroit Lions with football math. Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury used spread formations and run-pass options (RPOs) to get numbers advantages against the Lions' aggressive defense. If Detroit loaded the tackle box, quarterback Jayden Daniels could throw quick passes; if it lightened the box, he could hand off or run it himself.
The problem this week is the Eagles defy football math. Their elite defensive front can rush the passer with four players and stop the run out of light boxes. They can gain numbers advantages in coverage, which allows defensive coordinator Vic Fangio to call plays with three or four defenders in deep zones, limiting the offense's chances to hit explosive plays. Lions defensive coordinator Aaron Glenn wanted to punch early and often; Fangio plays a kind of rope-a-dope style, betting the offense will make a mistake before his unit does.
Fangio, 66, has been around. He knows what his opponents know, and in his second matchup against the Commanders this season, he got a little more aggressive by sending a few more blitzes. Most were zone pressures, most were on first down and all were just five-man blitzes.
Whatever Fangio's approach, the Commanders still must block the Eagles' deep and talented front, headlined by tackle Jalen Carter. It will be difficult, especially after standout right guard Sam Cosmi tore his ACL in Detroit. Kingsbury's biggest game-planning challenges of the season might be scheming to protect whomever takes over at right guard and giving Daniels a cheat sheet for the Eagles defense the same way he did last weekend against the Lions.
"Vic's excellent in terms of mixing the right front, the right coverage," Coach Dan Quinn said. "He makes it challenging for play callers to go against. ... [He's] going to change it and change it. And so, you want to make sure you take advantage of your [opportunities]."




The Eagles may have the more talented roster outside of quarterback, and they will have a significant advantage by playing at home, in one of the league's more hostile environments.
But something has been off with the Eagles' passing game for weeks, and to have a chance of beating a Washington team that put up 45 points in Detroit, Philadelphia needs to fix it, stat. Jalen Hurts had only 65 net passing yards and took seven sacks for a loss of 63 yards in the Eagles' divisional round win over the Los Angeles Rams last weekend. His top receiver, A.J. Brown, has caught only three of 10 targets in the postseason, and not one going more than 10 yards.
Hurts's health -- he injured his knee against the Rams -- could determine the effectiveness of the Eagles' passing game.
Lucky for them, they still have Saquon Barkley, the NFL's leading rusher, who has topped 100 rushing yards in 11 of his last 13 games. He put up 205 rushing yards on the Rams a week after totaling 119 against the Packers in the opening round.
The Commanders know all too well what Barkley is capable of: He averaged 148 rushing yards and two touchdowns per game in two meetings during the regular season and has a career average of 99.1 yards against Washington.
The Commanders' run defense has long been a weak link, and it nearly cost them in Detroit, against Jahmyr Gibbs and David Montgomery. But Washington did manage to slow Barkley a bit in the second half of its Week 16 win and may need to draw from their success to find a sustainable answer.
"Every single time that I've coached against him, he's been the emphasis, and he's a remarkable player," Quinn said of Barkley. "We have faced some excellent running backs through this season, and for him, another one. It's the explosive plays that he can create."
Trent Scott replaced Cosmi during the game in Detroit, but Quinn has not (and likely will not) declare who will suit up at right guard before kickoff Sunday.
Veteran linebacker Bobby Wagner is still on the injury report with an ankle issue, but he played through it last weekend and will surely play through it again Sunday.
The Commanders enter this game fairly healthy otherwise.
The Eagles, however, have a number of starters banged up. Hurts suffered a knee injury against the Rams last weekend that limited him after he returned. Rookie cornerback Quinyon Mitchell also suffered a shoulder injury in the win. Both were limited in their team's walk-through Wednesday and seem likely to play Sunday, but injuries could hinder their abilities.
Tight end Dallas Goedert (ankle) and center Cam Jurgens (back) did not participate in the Eagles' Wednesday practice.




Quinn and Eagles Coach Nick Sirianni have similarities. Neither calls plays, both manage timeouts and challenges, and both are aggressive on fourth down. (They also both played Division III football.)
Both coaches are bold, but not reckless, on fourth down. They went for it around league average rates and converted at elite levels. The Commanders had the NFL's best rate at 87 percent (20 for 23) and the Eagles were fourth at 70 percent (19 for 27).
Brown vs. Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore. There were fireworks in their last meeting and there are sure to be fireworks again Sunday.
Lattimore was practically nonexistent -- in a good way -- during his Commanders debut in New Orleans in Week 15; his former team didn't target him once in coverage. That changed the following week, when the Eagles targeted him 15 times and found success. Brown totaled eight catches, 97 yards and a touchdown in their December meeting, and Lattimore was flagged twice for pass interference.
Surely, Lattimore's bitterness from that game will spill over into their next matchup. Washington will need him to play better.




The Commanders' interior O-line. The Eagles' front is strongest on the inside, and the Commanders don't have an obvious replacement for Cosmi at right guard.
Quinn said Wednesday he has given "a lot of thought" to how to get the best five offensive linemen on the field. The two likeliest options are Scott, who played 45 snaps at right guard last week, and right tackle Andrew Wylie, who could slide over and be replaced by swing tackle Cornelius Lucas. The catch is neither Wylie nor Scott had played significant guard reps in at least three seasons until last week.
The Commanders don't seem to trust backup center Michael Deiter, who has struggled in limited work, and they probably don't want to give backup guard Chris Paul his first significant reps of the season against in the NFC title game.
The right guard will have to face a deep and talented interior of Carter, Jordan Davis, Milton Williams and Moro Ojomo.
Fangio told Philadelphia media this week Daniels is "a young quarterback by birth certificate, not by the tape." When asked if Daniels is the best rookie quarterback he has seen, Fangio said: "You know, probably, yeah."
Daniels, meanwhile, had this to say about facing the Eagles for a third time this season: "I think you put some different wrinkles into the game plan, and I'm pretty sure they will, too. But at the end of the day, it's about execution and fundamentals, and that's a very good team that we're going to face for a third time again. So, they got a lot of good players, obviously we know them, they know us, so it's going to be a fun matchup going up against them on Sunday."
Remember the clock debacle in New Orleans in Week 15? During the Saints' final drive, the clock stopped at nine seconds when it should have kept running. The error gave the Saints an extra four seconds or so to spike the ball and get a touchdown before time expired, setting up a chance for them to win it.
Referee Shawn Hochuli said in a pool report after that game "the covering official mistakenly stopped the clock at nine seconds, and it is not reviewable." But had Hochuli actually noticed the clock error, he could have corrected it. (His father, former referee Ed Hochuli, did so during a New York Jets-New England Patriots game in 2010 and explained thoroughly on the field.)
Had the Saints converted their two-point attempt and won, the error could have changed the trajectory of Washington's season and its playoff run. But it failed, and here we are.
"I lived down there for a year, so I know all the voodoo s---," Kingsbury said the following week. "I was just like, 'Here we go again.' So, I was actually shocked we won that game."
This is a long-winded way of saying Shawn Hochuli will be officiating Sunday's game in Philadelphia. Buckle up.
Never doubt the Eagles' willingness or ability to run the ball. They led the league in rushing attempts on third and three or longer (55), and they led the league in conversions (21). The stat is a reminder of the Eagles' diversity. They can bulldoze defenses on designed runs with probably the league's best offensive line and arguably its best running back, and they can escape broken pass plays by scrambling (though it's unclear how much Hurts will be able to run given his injury).

Wagner (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post;AP/Getty photos)


Jhabvala: Commanders 34, Eagles 31
I had a feeling Washington would win in Detroit -- I didn't think they'd put up 45 points, but I thought they'd win -- and I have a feeling they'll win again in Philadelphia and punch their ticket to Super Bowl LIX. Hurts was clearly limited after suffering a knee injury in the divisional round against the Rams, and the Commanders are in a rhythm of capitalizing on other team's mistakes.
Fortier: Commanders 30, Eagles 28
Don't look at the odds, stats or matchups. Look at the Commanders. They have Daniels and belief. The supporting cast, including Kingsbury and the defense, is peaking at the right time, and with a limited quarterback, the Eagles are vulnerable. The Commanders aren't just lucky; they're good. And they're going to the Super Bowl.
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Commanders' Mike Sainristil makes plays, no matter where he lines up
With two interceptions in Saturday's win over the Lions, the rookie justified an early-season change that moved him to outside cornerback.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2025-01-23

Mike Sainristil intercepts a pass intended for Jameson Williams in the second quarter Saturday in Detroit. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


Dan Quinn had a framework for how he would approach the job in Washington. He would change things from his previous turn as a head coach in Atlanta, but he would prioritize keeping some aspects the same, no matter what. The messaging, the Commanders' approach to practice, the play style, the standard -- none of it would waver.
One part of his plan changed early -- and Washington has been better for it. In Week 5, because of injury and performance issues at the position, the Commanders moved rookie nickelback Mike Sainristil outside to full-time cornerback.
"Coming in, I had one vision of where he'd play," Quinn said this month. "And due to his work ethic and playmaking ability, it changed. And I thought having that was a significant move for us."
A 5-foot-10, 182-pound defensive back out of Michigan, Sainristil (whose first name is pronounced Mikey) was one of Washington's most coveted draft selections because of his physical and instinctive play on the field and his leadership off it. The Commanders picked him in the second round at No. 50 overall, believing his two years as Michigan's "star" defensive back would make him a perfect fit as Washington's nickel, an unofficial starter in the defense of Quinn and coordinator Joe Whitt Jr.
"Playing nickel is a lot like playing safety," Quinn said earlier this season. "There's run fits, there's calls, there's checks, and things happen quickly. And Mike has certainly shown he's up for the task to be into that spot."
Shifting outside to cornerback midseason can be challenging for any player, let alone a rookie. The responsibilities differ. The required skill set does, too.
Yet Sainristil has made the transition almost seamlessly, finishing the regular season with a team-high two interceptions, both on the road. He also led all NFL rookies with 14 passes defended and 63 tackles on pass plays, then played even bigger in the biggest game (so far) of his young career. His two interceptions last weekend in Detroit, some 45 miles from where he starred at the Big House, made him the first rookie in 10 years to have a pair of picks in a playoff game.
"He's a star, man," safety Jeremy Chinn said Wednesday. "I'm super happy for him, super proud of him. Just from the day he stepped foot in this building, just the way he's carried himself, the way he's come to work, and you guys can see it on Sundays."
Sainristil's first career interception ended a takeaway drought for Washington early in the season. In Week 6, he picked off Baltimore's Lamar Jackson after the ball tipped off the hands of tight end Mark Andrews.
"The ball wasn't even thrown to my man," Sainristil said. "But big things happen when you run to the ball."
Sainristil's second interception was off Jake Haener in New Orleans during Week 15. Washington's offense turned it into seven points in a one-point victory.
In Washington's divisional-round win at Detroit, Sainristil picked off Jared Goff in the end zone, then snagged a pass from wide receiver Jameson Williams on a failed trick play.

Sainristil's interception in the fourth quarter kept Washington ahead by two scores. (Nic Antaya/Getty Images)


"He plays bigger than he is," Chinn said. "He's aggressive. He has great vision, great eyes, and he trusts his instincts. He trusts what he sees, and he makes plays."
Sainristil bolstered his playing experience with countless hours of film study -- much like fellow rookie Jayden Daniels, the Commanders' star quarterback whose work ethic and attention to detail have drawn praise from coaches and teammates.
Whitt regularly provides his players "looks to own," or key formations or splits of situations that he expects the defense to master going into games. The teaching points have helped to simplify and slow down the game for Sainristil.
"They do a great job of teaching me not just the playbook but what I'm looking at when I'm on the field -- what formations I'm getting, what types of concepts I can expect out of certain formations," he said in October. "And then just being able to see who's at what spot, who are the premium receivers that the other team's trying to get the ball to, what type of routes are they going to have him running in the slot versus outside. Just being able to simplify the game down for me has been huge in my success outside."
For the longest time, Quinn valued length from his cornerbacks; their long wingspans can disrupt receivers' routes. Sainristil bucks that trend; he has the instincts and speed to keep up with leading receivers but also the physicality and aggressiveness to tackle and play the run like a linebacker who is 50 pounds heavier.
Sainristil probably could play both ways if Washington needed it. He spent his first three years at Michigan as a wide receiver, giving him a keen understanding of what his opponents will try against him in coverage.
"His background as a receiver certainly helps," Quinn said. "I thought that was indicative on the post play [in Detroit], where he undercut it to go make a play at the end of the half. But there's more to it than that. It's the football smarts that go into it as well. He doesn't usually get fooled on something twice."

Sainristil shows his technique at practice Wednesday. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


As a three-star recruit out of Everett, Massachusetts, he originally committed to Virginia Tech as both a wideout and a defensive back. But he flipped to Michigan and was used on offense from the start, recording five career touchdowns, including a 23-yard contested catch in the end zone against Wisconsin and a memorable one-handed grab against Maryland.
"[Defensive pass game coordinator Jason Simmons] says I'm a 'ball guy' in terms of when the football is in the air," Sainristil said. "So just being able to not panic when the ball is in the air, whether I'm able to make the play to get an interception or if I am looking at the receiver and knowing he's about to catch it, just being able to stay calm and play through his hands."
Before his 2022 season, Sainristil transitioned to defense at the urging of coach Jim Harbaugh, now the Los Angeles Chargers' leader.
"It was more like: 'Hey, you could try it out. If you don't like it, you could go back to receiver,'" Sainristil recalled. "I ended up switching, and it was a really good switch."
Sainristil opened that season as a starter and was voted a team captain. In his fifth and final year at Michigan, he was a first-team all-American, was voted a captain again along with team MVP, was named MVP of the Big Ten championship game and recorded six interceptions, two of which he returned for touchdowns. His final pick sealed Michigan's win over Washington in last year's College Football Playoff championship game.
"When a play has to be made, when the magic needs to happen, Mike makes it happen," Harbaugh told reporters in December 2023. "... He does it by always being in the right place where he's supposed to be, playing the right technique at all times, leading other guys to do the exact same thing."
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A rookie QB in a conference title game? Here's how the first five fared. 
Jayden Daniels will be the sixth to start a game with a Super Bowl berth on the line. Spoiler: None of the others won at this stage.
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-01-23

A victory Sunday would put Jayden Daniels in the Super Bowl as the only rookie quarterback to win a conference championship game. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Jayden Daniels assured himself a spot in rookie quarterback history with the Washington Commanders' victory over the Detroit Lions, but a victory over the Philadelphia Eagles in Sunday's NFC championship game would make him one of a kind.
No matter the result, he will join rare company: Since the AFL-NFL merger in 1970, only five rookie quarterbacks have started a conference championship game. And Daniels -- "a young quarterback by birth certificate, not by the tape," as Eagles defensive coordinator Vic Fangio put it -- has the chance to gain separation because the others were winless in their appearances.
"I'm not even thinking that far," Daniels said Wednesday about the possibility of being the first rookie QB to start a Super Bowl. "It'd be a blessing if it happened, but I'm just trying to focus on how I can get better day by day."
Here's a look at the five QBs who made it to this point and how they performed in the big games:

Buccaneers quarterback Shaun King is sacked by Grant Wistrom of the St. Louis Rams. (Jeff Haynes/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


Jan. 23, 2000, vs. St. Louis Rams
Unlike Daniels, who was the Commanders' starter from the get-go in 2024, Shaun King, a second-round draft pick out of Tulane, was pressed into duty when Trent Dilfer broke his collarbone late in the regular season. King led the Bucs to a 4-1 finish to the regular season and then a win over Washington in the divisional round. Against the eventual champion Rams, King completed 13 of 29 passes for 163 yards with no touchdowns and two interceptions in an 11-6 loss. He was named Tampa Bay's starter for the 2000 season.

Ben Roethlisberger's remarkable rookie season came to an end against the Patriots. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Jan. 23, 2005, vs. New England Patriots
Ben Roethlisberger was the Pittsburgh Steelers' first-round draft pick (11th overall) in 2004, but he was third on the depth chart behind Tommy Maddox and Charlie Batch in training camp. An injury to Batch moved him to second, and then Maddox went down. "How it played out for Ben was great," former Steelers coach Bill Cowher told Dan Patrick last summer. Unlike Daniels, Roethlisberger "didn't have that expectation going in. He was thrust into the job ... so he really didn't have time to think about it." He led the Steelers on a 14-1 run over the rest of the 2004 regular season and to their first AFC championship game in three years. But the Steelers' surge ended in a 41-27 loss to New England with Roethlisberger completing 14 of 24 passes for 226 yards and two touchdowns and rushing for 45 yards. He was intercepted three times.

Joe Flacco and the Ravens did not have enough firepower to beat the Steelers. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


Jan. 18, 2009, vs. Pittsburgh Steelers
Like Roethlisberger, Joe Flacco was a first-round draft pick (18th out of Delaware in 2008) who started his NFL career as the third quarterback on the depth chart. But starter Kyle Boller got hurt and Troy Smith was diagnosed with an illness during the preseason, elevating Flacco into a starting role by the time the opener rolled around. He led the Ravens to the AFC title game with postseason victories against the Dolphins and Titans, but in the championship game in Pittsburgh, Baltimore lost, 23-14. Flacco completed 13 of 30 passes for 141 yards with three interceptions.

A surprise season for Mark Sanchez and the Jets came up a step short of the Super Bowl. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Jan. 24, 2010, vs. Indianapolis Colts
Mark Sanchez, the No. 5 draft pick out of USC, beat out Kellen Clemens to become the Jets' starter. Although they finished the regular season 9-7 (and second in the AFC East to New England), the Jets advanced to the conference title game with victories over the Bengals and Chargers. Peyton Manning's Colts got the better of Rex Ryan's top-ranked defense, advancing to the Super Bowl with a 30-17 victory. Sanchez, who completed 17 of 30 passes for 257 yards and two touchdowns, had one interception.

Eagles linebacker Haason Reddick causes a fumble by 49ers quarterback Brock Purdy. The hit forced Purdy to have surgery. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Jan. 29, 2023, vs. Philadelphia Eagles
Brock Purdy, Mr. Irrelevant as the last player chosen in the 2022 draft, became the first rookie to start a conference championship game in 13 years. The Iowa State product wasn't projected to start until injuries to Trey Lance and Jimmy Garoppolo. He piloted six straight wins to close the regular season and then two more in the playoffs over the Seahawks and Cowboys, but he hurt his elbow in the title game at Philadelphia. After backup Josh Johnson suffered a concussion, Purdy was forced to do the best he could with what turned out to be an injury that required Tommy John surgery. With Purdy limited to handoffs (and with San Francisco pressing Christian McCaffrey into emergency duty), the Eagles advanced with a 31-7 win. Purdy completed his four attempts for 23 yards. The situation led the NFL to enact an emergency quarterback rule.
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This is the year Terry McLaurin became 'scary'
The Commanders wideout never had a signature celebration. This season, during which he has caught 15 touchdown passes, has inspired him to develop a few.
By Sam Fortier | 2025-01-23

After his 58-yard touchdown catch against the Lions on Sunday, Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin pulled down the mask for all to see one of the new celebrations he workshopped in the fall. (Seth Wenig/AP)


For months, teammates had been giving Washington Commanders star wide receiver Terry McLaurin a hard time because he did not have a signature celebration.
They were confused. NFL wideouts have a long, rich history of iconic "cellys," as players call them, including Chad Johnson's prop-filled antics, Jaylen Waddle's waddle and Justin Jefferson's Griddy. How could McLaurin -- whom Washington fans adore and chant for when he takes the field or catches a pass -- not have one by his sixth season?
"He's got to do something," cornerback Michael Davis remembered thinking.
Days after Halloween, "Scary Terry," as he's affectionately called, caught two touchdown passes against the New York Giants, which turned out to be a fortunate coincidence.
The man with no celebrations suddenly had two.
McLaurin is not a natural showman. Growing up in Indianapolis, he wore short shorts instead of fashionably baggy clothes because, according to friends, he cared about being a good athlete far more than looking cool. "No signature celebrations," Dominique Booth, a former QB who played with McLaurin in youth leagues, wrote in a text message. "We didn't showboat much if at all when we were younger."
McLaurin strove to embody his city's blue-collar values even after leaving it. "You pick your lunch pail up, you go to work, you grind," he explained. He worked for four years to carve out a significant role in the offense at Ohio State. Even when Washington drafted him in the third round in 2019, he teared up but was maybe the only person at his watch party not to jump or scream.
In Washington, he didn't celebrate much because, well, there wasn't much to celebrate. He instead became known for his poker face. He represented the locker room during many disappointments and above-his-pay-grade scandals. He never showed up any of his 11 quarterbacks. If he had an opinion on how the team could improve yet felt his coaches weren't listening, he figured out how to share his perspective with the media diplomatically.
But his competitive fire still burned. McLaurin's rare moments of joy on the field looked like all of his pent-up frustration exploding in singular, uncontrollable spasms, such as when he pounded his chest after sealing an upset over Tom Brady-led Tampa Bay in 2021, or when he screamed and flexed on the sideline after catching a touchdown pass for the first time in six weeks in 2022.
This season, in late September, McLaurin made a dramatic touchdown catch that knocked off Cincinnati and announced to the nation that things were different in Washington. McLaurin stood up and shrugged -- not flashily as Michael Jordan would, but with his own subtlety. Later, he borrowed the "night, night" celebration made iconic by NBA superstar Stephen Curry.

McLaurin's 27-yard touchdown catch put away the Bengals on "Monday Night Football." (Carolyn Kaster/AP)



McLaurin said good night to Cincinnati once the Sept. 23 game was pretty much decided. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


Over the next month, he became one of the league's most productive receivers and kept hearing chants of "Ter-ry! Ter-ry!" Teammates nagged him about creating an original celebration. They teased him for dusting off his shoes against Arizona and for how he did nothing special after two scores against Baltimore.
"I was practicing a few things in my house," McLaurin remembered, and around Halloween he settled on a celebration but didn't tell anyone. Not long after, fourth-string quarterback Sam Hartman jokingly suggested another -- "Scary Terry" should scare people by playing peekaboo, as a parent would with a small child.
McLaurin had never loved the nickname "Scary Terry" because, by the time he got to the NFL, NBA player Terry Rozier had been using it for a few years. McLaurin preferred "F1," which referenced his speed and automaker McLaren, or to not have a nickname at all. But "Scary Terry" stuck, and when he caught two touchdown passes against the Giants, both of his celebrations descended from it.
After the first, McLaurin tried his own idea, which was pretending to pull a mask down over his head. "I'm a normal guy, but when I get out on the field, it's like, put the mask on and boo!" he explained. "Like, that part is scary."
After the second, he used Hartman's, shielding his face with his hands and opening his palms outward: Boo!

McLaurin's peekaboo celebration made its debut Nov. 3 in East Rutherford, New Jersey. (Seth Wenig/AP)


"I was freaking out," Hartman said, joking. "I was like, 'I basically scored that touchdown.'"
Over the next 11 weeks, McLaurin went on a spree -- one celebration against Dallas, two against Tennessee and two more against New Orleans. He set the franchise record for receiving touchdowns in a season with 13, but he still wasn't satisfied.
"I've asked my teammates, like, 'You think the fans would be able to, when I go like this" -- he demonstrates the peekaboo -- "everybody go boo?' They're like, 'Yeah, but it may sound like everybody's booing you.' So we're still working that part out."
As a reporter ended the interview for this story, McLaurin asked for advice: "You got any ideas of how to get the fans involved? I think that'd be dope."
The reporter said booing wouldn't be a bad thing if it were an inside joke. He suggested McLaurin explain his vision in a social media video.
"If we could get everybody involved and just go, 'Boo!' I think that could go hard," McLaurin said.
Someone suggested he could re-create the iconic "Fun Bunch" jump done by Washington players in the 1980s. McLaurin nodded. "It's fun," he said.
But several weeks later, McLaurin has maintained the status quo. He pulled down his mask after scoring the final touchdown in the first-round win over Tampa Bay, and in Saturday's divisional-round upset of Detroit, he pulled down his mask and played peekaboo after taking a screen 58 yards to the house. The mask and the peekaboo have become small markers of organizational transformation. Good things now happen so often that players can plan different ways to express joy.
"The cool part is ... you see the guys rallying around it," McLaurin said. "I just scored, and you see [quarterback Jayden Daniels] and everybody [covering their faces]." He grinned. "When you get a group celebration going, that kind of juice is infectious."

Joyous after the Commanders' first-round playoff win in Tampa, McLaurin has been rewarded this season after years of team struggles. (Peter Joneleit/AP)
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Good afternoon:

This email is about your application to the Attorney General’s Honors Program.
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