
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, May 1, 2025

      

      
        
          	
            Articles
          
          	58
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Articles

      
        Weekend round of nuclear talks between US and Iran has been postponed
      

      
        Ukraine and the US have finally signed a minerals deal. What does it include?
      

      
        From Tokyo to Turin to LA, Trump's policies loom over May Day marches
      

      
        Trump's health agency urges therapy for transgender youth, not broader gender-affirming health care
      

      
        Judge bars deportations of Venezuelans from South Texas under 18th-century wartime law
      

      
        Recent immigration arrests at courthouses around the country have advocates worried
      

      
        Mike Waltz to depart from Trump administration following Signal chat fallout
      

      
        Trump's agenda faces courtroom setbacks as Justice Department lawyers struggle to win over judges
      

      
        Man who fell over a railing at PNC Park is in critical condition
      

      
        Transgender women soccer players to be banned from women's teams in England and Scotland
      

      
        LeBron: 'I don't have the answer' to questions about his future after Lakers' exit from NBA playoffs
      

      
        'Buena Vista Social Club,' 'Death Becomes Her' and 'Maybe Happy Ending' lead Tony Award nominations
      

      
        Movie Review: 'Rust' is a serviceable Western, haunted throughout by its tragic offscreen history
      

      
        Summer Movies: 11 breakout actors to watch
      

      
        Cheap parcels from China will no longer be duty-free. Here's what it means for buyers and sellers
      

      
        Musk defends his work as he prepares to wind down at DOGE but gives hazy answers on future
      

      
        What to know about May Day and how it has grown over the years
      

      
        Scientists once thought only humans could bob to music. Ronan the sea lion helped prove them wrong
      

      
        NASA astronauts step outside space station to perform the 5th all-female spacewalk
      

      
        Ancient DNA confirms New Mexico tribe's link to famed Chaco Canyon site
      

      
        FACT FOCUS: Trump touts his accomplishments at 100 days but at times falls short on the facts
      

      
        FACT FOCUS: Trump credited with rising military recruitment. Growth started before his reelection
      

      
        FACT FOCUS: Examining RFK Jr.'s claims about measles, autism and diet as head of HHS
      

      
        NHL players are all about pregame routine, whether it's naps, walking the dog or eating same meal
      

      
        Despite broken car mirrors, Massachusetts residents take woodpecker invasion in stride
      

      
        Runaway kangaroo on the loose named Sheila shuts down Alabama interstate
      

      
        Why a New York zoo is feeding a baby vulture with a hand puppet
      

      
        Speedboat that flipped midair in 200 mph crash wins race on Arizona lake
      

      
        A man airlifted from Japan's Mount Fuji returns to the slope days later and is rescued again
      

      
        What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
      

      
        St. Louis dyemaker is racing to help food companies switch to natural colors
      

      
        Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety
      

      
        Community, mentors and skill-building: Experts weigh the role of employee resource groups
      

      
        In the rapidly shifting world of work, many employees are unclear what's expected of them
      

      
        How setting boundaries can improve your health at work
      

      
        Photos of a power outage in Spain and Portugal knocks out ATMs, subways and traffic signals
      

      
        AP PHOTOS: Thousands of Buddhists participate in Lotus Lantern Festival in South Korea
      

      
        AP PHOTOS: Palestinians struggle to feed their families under Israeli food blockage
      

      
        In this Indian city, smartwatches are part of the solution to dealing with searing heat
      

      
        Climate change is making coffee more expensive. Tariffs likely will too
      

      
        Decision looming for Trump administration on first PFAS drinking water limits
      

      
        FDA to rehire fired staffers who booked inspection trips, but other workers remain in limbo
      

      
        CVS Health rides improving Medicare business to better-than-expected first quarter
      

      
        Spring allergies are back. Here's how to check pollen levels and keep from sneezing
      

      
        Visa wants to give artificial intelligence 'agents' your credit card
      

      
        Microsoft says quarterly profits up 18% as it weathers tech sector turbulence with cloud growth
      

      
        Microsoft pledges to protect European operations and unveils data center expansion
      

      
        Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
      

      
        Actor Diego Boneta is trying something new with debut novel 'The Undoing of Alejandro Velasco'
      

      
        A trip to the Scottish Highlands offers a mix of history and modernity, along with whisky and Nessie
      

      
        Syrian Druze spiritual leader slams government over deadly sectarian clashes
      

      
        In final season, 'The Righteous Gemstones' embraces depravity even as it appeals to Christians
      

      
        Brazilian nun who was the world's oldest person has died at 116
      

      
        Juez prohibe deportaciones de venezolanos en el sur de Texas bajo ley de guerra del siglo XVIII
      

      
        Asesor de seguridad nacional de Trump dejara el cargo
      

      
        De Tokio a Turin a Los Angeles, las politicas de Trump se ciernen sobre marchas del 1 de Mayo
      

      
        Posponen negociaciones nucleares entre EEUU e Iran
      

      
        Agencia de salud de Trump recomienda terapia para jovenes transgenero, no atencion afirmativa
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Weekend round of nuclear talks between US and Iran has been postponed
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            By 
            JON GAMBRELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Planned negotiations between Iran and the United States this weekend over Tehran's rapidly advancing nuclear program have been postponed, Oman announced Thursday.
A message online from Omani Foreign Minister Badr al-Busaidi made the announcement in a post on the social platform X.
"For logistical reasons we are rescheduling the US Iran meeting provisionally planned for Saturday May 3rd," he wrote. "New dates will be announced when mutually agreed."
Al-Busaidi, who has mediated the talks through three rounds so far, did not elaborate. 
Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaei issued a statement describing the talks as being "postponed at the request of Oman's foreign minister." He said Iran remain committed to reaching "a fair and lasting agreement."
Meanwhile, a person familiar with the U.S. negotiators said that America "had never confirmed its participation" in a fourth round of talks in Rome. However, the person said the U.S. expected the talks to occur "in the near future." The person spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door negotiations. 

    
Rome soon will see the Vatican begin the conclave on Wednesday to pick a new pope after the death of Pope Francis. Two other rounds of talks have been held in Muscat, the capital of Oman. 



    
        




    




The talks seek to limit Iran's nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of some of the crushing economic sanctions the U.S. has imposed on the Islamic Republic closing in on a half-century of enmity. The negotiations have been led by Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and U.S. Mideast envoy Steve Witkoff. 

    
    
    
U.S. President Donald Trump has repeatedly threatened to unleash airstrikes targeting Iran's program if a deal isn't reached. Iranian officials increasingly warn that they could pursue a nuclear weapon with their stockpile of uranium enriched to near weapons-grade levels.

    
Iran's 2015 nuclear deal with world powers did limit Tehran's program. However, Trump unilaterally withdrew from it in 2018, setting in motion years of attacks and tensions. The wider Middle East also remains on edge over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. continues an airstrike campaign, called "Operation Rough Rider," that has been targeting Yemen's Houthi rebels, who long have been backed by Iran. U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth early Thursday warned Iran over the rebels. 
"Message to IRAN: We see your LETHAL support to The Houthis. We know exactly what you are doing," he wrote. "You know very well what the U.S. Military is capable of -- and you were warned. You will pay the CONSEQUENCE at the time and place of our choosing."

Last Saturday's round of talks, which included experts drilling down into the details of a possible deal, also took place as an explosion rocked an Iranian port, killing at least 70 people and injuring more than 1,000 others.
___
Associated Press writers Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, and Matthew Lee in Washington contributed to this report. 
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    Ukraine and the US have finally signed a minerals deal. What does it include?
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- After months of tense negotiations, the U.S. and Ukraine signed a deal that is expected to give Washington access to the country's critical minerals and other natural resources, an agreement Kyiv hopes will secure long-term support for its defense against Russia.
According to Ukrainian officials, the version of the deal signed Wednesday is far more beneficial to Ukraine than previous versions, which they said reduced Kyiv to a junior partner and gave Washington unprecedented rights to the country's resources.
The agreement -- which the Ukrainian parliament must ratify -- would establish a reconstruction fund for Ukraine that Ukrainian officials hope will be a vehicle to ensure future American military assistance. A previous agreement was nearly signed before being derailed in a tense Oval Office meeting involving U.S. President Donald Trump, U.S. Vice President JD Vance and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
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"We have formed a version of the agreement that provides mutually beneficial conditions for both countries. This is an agreement in which the United States notes its commitment to promoting long-term peace in Ukraine and recognizes the contribution that Ukraine has made to global security by giving up its nuclear arsenal," Economy Minister Yulia Svyrydenko, who signed the deal for Ukraine, said in a post on Facebook.



    
        




    




The signing comes during what U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said would be a "very critical" week for U.S.-led efforts to end the war that appear to have stalled. Ukraine sees the deal as a way to ensure that its biggest and most consequential ally stays engaged and doesn't freeze military support, which has been key in its 3-year-old fight against Russia's full-scale invasion. 

    
    
    
"This agreement signals clearly to Russia that the Trump administration is committed to a peace process centered on a free, sovereign, and prosperous Ukraine over the long term," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, who signed for the U.S., said in a statement.
Here is a look at the deal.

    
What does the deal include?
The deal covers minerals, including rare earth elements, but also other valuable resources, including oil and natural gas, according to the text released by Ukraine's government.
It does not include resources that are already a source of revenue for the Ukrainian state. In other words, any profits under the deal are dependent on the success of new investments. Ukrainian officials have also noted that it does not refer to any debt obligations for Kyiv, meaning profits from the fund will likely not go toward the paying the U.S. back for its previous support.
Officials have also emphasized that the agreement ensures full ownership of the resources remains with Ukraine, and the state will determine what can be extracted and where. 
The text of the deal lists 55 minerals but says more can be agreed to. 
Trump has repeatedly expressed interest in Ukraine's rare earth elements, and some of them are included in the list, as are other critical minerals, such as titanium, lithium and uranium. 

    
What are rare earth elements?
They are a group of 17 elements that are essential to many kinds of consumer technology, including cellphones, hard drives and electric and hybrid vehicles.
China is the world's largest producer of rare earth elements, and both the U.S and Europe have sought to reduce their dependence on Beijing, Trump's chief geopolitical adversary.
They include elements such as lanthanum, cerium and scandium, which are listed in the deal. 
How will the fund work?
The agreement establishes a reconstruction investment fund, and both the U.S. and Ukraine will have an equal say in its management, according to Svyrydenko.
The fund will be supported by the U.S. government through the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation agency, which Ukraine hopes will attract investment and technology from American and European countries. 
Ukraine is expected to contribute 50% of all future profits from government-owned natural resources into the fund. The United States will also contribute in the form of direct funds and equipment, including badly needed air defense systems and other military aid. 

    
Contributions to the fund will be reinvested in projects related to mining, oil and gas as well as infrastructure.
No profits will not be taken from the fund for the first 10 years, Svyrydenko said.
Trump administration officials initially pushed for a deal in which Washington would receive $500 billion in profits from exploited minerals as compensation for its wartime support.
But Zelenskyy rejected the offer, saying he would not sign off on an agreement "that will be paid off by 10 generations of Ukrainians."

    
What is the state of Ukraine's minerals industry?
Ukraine's rare earth elements are largely untapped because of state policies regulating the industry, a lack of good information about deposits, and the war.
The industry's potential is unclear since geological data is thin because mineral reserves are scattered across Ukraine, and existing studies are considered largely inadequate, according to businessmen and analysts.
In general, however, the outlook for Ukrainian natural resources is promising. The country's reserves of titanium, a key component for the aerospace, medical and automotive industries, are believed to be among Europe's largest. Ukraine also holds some of Europe's largest known reserves of lithium, which is required to produce batteries, ceramics and glass.
In 2021, the Ukrainian mineral industry accounted for 6.1% of the country's gross domestic product and 30% of exports.

An estimated 40% of Ukraine's metallic mineral resources are inaccessible because of Russian occupation, according to data from We Build Ukraine, a Kyiv-based think tank. Ukraine has argued that it's in Trump's interest to develop the remainder before Russian advances capture more.
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    From Tokyo to Turin to LA, Trump's policies loom over May Day marches




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Members of Argentina's main labor unions demonstrated in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, ahead of International Workers' Day, to protest President Javier Milei's austerity policies and to pay tribute to the late Pope Francis. (Victor R. Caivano)
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            People across Asia have kicked off May Day celebrations with marches and protests. Many of Thursday's demonstrations across Asia focused on U.S. President Donald Trump's tariffs, which have affected the global economy, with a knock-on effect on workers.
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[image: Members of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions gather to attend a rally on May Day in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, May 1, 2025. The letters read "Let's win basic labor rights." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: A supporter of the Iraqi Communist Party waves with a symbolic hammer and sickle and the communist flags as they take part in the May Day celebration in Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban)]
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[image: A union member is detained by Turkish police officers as he marches with others during Labor Day celebrations in Istanbul, Turkey, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]
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[image: Taiwanese workers shout slogans during a May Day rally in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French union leaders condemned the "Trumpization" of world politics, while in Italy, May Day protesters paraded a puppet of the American president through the streets of Turin.
Across continents, hundreds of thousands turned out for Thursday's rallies marking International Workers' Day, many united in anger over U.S. President Donald Trump's agenda -- from aggressive tariffs stoking fears of global economic turmoil to immigration crackdowns.
In the United States, organizers framed this year's protests as a pushback against what they called a sweeping assault on labor protections, diversity initiatives and federal employees.
In Germany, union leaders warned that extended workdays and rising anti-immigrant sentiment were dismantling labor protections. In Bern, Switzerland, thousands marched behind banners denouncing fascism and war -- part of a wider backlash against the global surge of hard-right politics.

    
In France, union leaders predicted hundreds of thousands would join demonstrations across the country, fueled by anger over U.S. military and trade influence in Europe. Far-left leader Jean-Luc Melenchon condemned Washington's role in global instability, accusing the U.S. of pushing Europe toward conflict and economic subservience. 



    
        




    




"If the North Americans don't want our goods anymore, we can just sell them to others," he said.
In Spain, thousands marched through the major arteries of Madrid, Barcelona and other cities, with demands ranging from a shorter workweek to answers for a historic power outage that blacked out the Iberian Peninsula earlier this week. Trump's name also surfaced. 
"The world has changed a bit with Trump's arrival," said Angel Lopez, 56, a worker from Madrid. "The arrival of the far right to a country like the United States is a major global shift."

    
Trump-fueled economic fears shadow Asia
Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te cited new U.S. tariffs under Trump as he promoted a sweeping economic package aimed at shoring up jobs and industry. In the Philippines, protest leader Mong Palatino warned that "tariff wars and policies of Trump" threatened local industries and people's livelihoods.
In Japan, Trump's image loomed over the day -- quite literally -- as a truck in the Tokyo march carried a doll made to resemble him. Demonstrators there called for higher wages, gender equality, health care, disaster relief, a ceasefire in Gaza, and an end to Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
"For our children to be able to live with hope, the rights of workers must be recognized," said Junko Kuramochi, a member of a mothers' group in Tokyo.
Tadashi Ito, a union construction worker, said he feared the rising cost of imported raw materials.
"Everybody is fighting over work, and so the contracts tend to go where the wages are cheapest," he said. "We think peace comes first. And we hope Trump will eradicate conflict and inequalities."
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Worries over American tariffs 
Under overcast skies in Taipei, about 2,500 union members marched from the presidential office, representing sectors from fisheries to telecommunications. Protesters warned that Trump's tariffs could lead to job losses.
"This is why we hope the government can propose plans to protect the rights of laborers," said union leader Carlos Wang. An autoworkers' union carried a cutout car topped with a photo of Trump.
Lai said his administration had submitted a 410 billion New Taiwan dollar ($12.8 billion) bill to support local industry and shield the economy from global shocks.
In Manila, thousands of Filipino workers rallied near the presidential palace, where police blocked access with barricades. Protesters demanded wage hikes and stronger protections for local jobs and small businesses.
In Jakarta, Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto addressed a cheering crowd at the National Monument Park.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An activist raises his clenched fist during a May Day rally in Manila, Philippines, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]


        

        
        
            
                    An activist raises his clenched fist during a May Day rally in Manila, Philippines, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
"The government that I lead will work as hard as possible to eliminate poverty from Indonesia," he said.
Roughly 200,000 workers were expected to take part in May Day rallies across Southeast Asia's largest economy, according to Said Iqbal, president of the Confederation of Indonesian Trade Unions. Their demands included wage increases, an end to outsourcing, and stronger protections for both domestic and migrant laborers.
Istanbul mayor's arrest in focus of protests in Turkey
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In Turkey, May Day served as a platform not only for labor rights but for broader calls to uphold democratic values. Tens of thousands gathered on Istanbul's Asian shore in Kadikoy for a rally, where some protested the jailing of Istanbul's opposition mayor, Ekrem Imamoglu. 
His imprisonment in March sparked the country's largest protests in more than a decade. Authorities blocked access to central Istanbul and shut down transit lines. A law association said that more than 400 protesters were arrested by mid-afternoon near Taksim Square including lawyers trying to follow the detentions.

    
A big rally planned in LA 
Los Angeles is expected to host one of the world's largest May Day events this year -- just days after Trump passed the 100-day mark of his return to office. Organizers say the protests reflect mounting frustration with policies they see as favoring tycoons over workers and corporations over communities.
While the demonstrations focus on labor rights, many also took aim at the administration's efforts to weaken unions, reduce the federal workforce, and curb protections for immigrants. Across the country, hundreds of rallies were planned by labor unions, student groups and grassroots coalitions, echoing a broader call to prioritize public services over private profits and working families over wealthy elites.
A banner at the LA march summarized the day's theme: "One Struggle, One Fight -- Workers Unite!"
"We're bringing the fight to the billionaires and politicians who are trying to divide us with fear and lies. We know the truth -- an attack on immigrant workers is an attack on all workers," said April Verrett, president of the Service Employees International Union, which represents 2 million workers.
___
Kageyama reported from Tokyo.
___

Associated Press journalists Suman Naishadham in Madrid, Nicolas Garriga and Masha Macpherson in Paris, Jamey Keaten in Geneva, Joeal Calupitan in Manila, Philippines, Andrew Wilks in Istanbul, Turkey, Niniek Karmini in Jakarta, Indonesia, Sophia Tareen in Chicago and Taijing Wu in Taipei, Taiwan, contributed to this report.
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    Trump's health agency urges therapy for transgender youth, not broader gender-affirming health care
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[image: Children hold signs and transgender pride flags as supporters of transgender rights rally by the Supreme Court, Dec. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


President Donald Trump's administration released a lengthy review of transgender health care on Thursday that advocates for a greater reliance on behavioral therapy rather than broad gender-affirming medical care for youths with gender dysphoria.
The 409-page Health and Human Services report questions standards for the treatment of transgender youth issued by the World Professional Association for Transgender Health and is likely to be used to bolster the government's abrupt shift in how to care for a subset of the population that has become a political lightning rod. Medical experts sharply criticized it as inaccurate.
This new "best practices" report is in response to an executive order Trump issued days into his second term that says the federal government must not support gender transitions for anyone under age 19. 
"Our duty is to protect our nation's children -- not expose them to unproven and irreversible medical interventions," National Institutes of Health Director Dr. Jay Bhattacharya said in a statement. "We must follow the gold standard of science, not activist agendas."

    
The report also questions the ethics of medical interventions for transgender young people, suggesting that adolescents are too young to give consent to life-changing treatments that could result in future infertility.



    
        




    




It also cites and echoes a report in England last year that questioned medical approaches to gender dysphoria as England's health services stopped prescribing puberty blockers to such children outside of research settings.

    
    
    
Child and adolescent psychiatrist Dr. Scott Leibowitz, a co-author of the WPATH standards for youth, said the new report "legitimizes the harmful idea that providers should approach young people with the notion that alignment between sex and gender is preferred, instead of approaching the treatment frame in a neutral manner."

    
The report contradicts American Medical Association guidance, which urges states not to ban gender-affirming care for minors, saying that "empirical evidence has demonstrated that trans and non-binary gender identities are normal variations of human identity and expression." 
It also was prepared without input from the American Academy of Pediatrics, according to its president, Dr. Susan Kressly.
"This report misrepresents the current medical consensus and fails to reflect the realities of pediatric care," Kressly said. She said the AAP was not consulted "yet our policy and intentions behind our recommendations were cited throughout in inaccurate and misleading ways."
HHS said its report does not address treatment for adults, is not clinical guidance and does not make any policy recommendations. However, it also says the review "is intended for policymakers, clinicians, therapists, medical organizations, and importantly, patients and their families," and it declares that medical professionals involved in transgender care have failed their young patients. 

    
    
    
Gender-affirming care for transgender youth under standards widely used in the U.S. includes supportive talk therapy and can -- but does not always -- involve puberty blockers or hormone treatment.

    
The Trump administration's report says "many" U.S. adolescents who are transgender or are questioning their gender identity have received surgeries or medications. In fact, such treatments remain rare as a portion of the population. Fewer than 1 in 1,000 adolescents in the U.S. received gender-affirming medication -- puberty blockers or hormones -- according to a five-year study of those on commercial insurance released this year. About 1,200 patients underwent gender-affirming surgeries in one recent year, according to another study.
Many U.S. adolescents with gender dysphoria may decide not to proceed with medications or surgeries. Medical association recommendations say the best care includes developing a plan with medical experts and family members that includes psychotherapy for each young person.
"It's very chilling to see the federal government injecting politics and ideology into medical science," said Shannon Minter, the legal director at the National Center for Lesbian Rights. Minter said the report could create fear for families seeking care and for medical providers.

    
"It's Orwellian. It is designed to confuse and disorient," Minter added.
Jamie Bruesehoff, a New Jersey mom, said her 18-year-old daughter, who was assigned male at birth, identified with girls as soon as she could talk. She began using a female name and pronouns at 8 and received puberty blockers at 11 before eventually beginning estrogen therapy.
"She is thriving by every definition of the word," said Bruesehoff, who wrote a book on parenting gender-diverse children. "All of that is because she had access to this support from her family and community and access to evidence-based gender-affirming health care when it was appropriate."

    
Laura Hoge, a New Jersey therapist who treats young people with gender dysphoria said, "I've seen that pain lift when they receive the gender-affirming care they need. This report denies that truth. It trades their healing for politics."
Dr. Jack Drescher, a New York psychiatrist and psychoanalyst who works on sexual orientation and gender identity issues, said the report is one-sided and "magnifies the risks of treatments while minimizing benefits of the treatments."
A judge has blocked key parts of Trump's order, which includes denying research and educational grants for medical schools, hospitals and other institutions that provide gender-affirming care to people 18 or younger. Several hospitals around the country ceased providing care. The White House said Monday that since Trump took office, HHS has eliminated 215 grants totaling $477 million for research or education on gender-affirming treatment.
Most Republican-controlled states have also adopted bans or restrictions on gender-affirming care. A U.S. Supreme Court ruling is pending after justices heard arguments in December in a case about whether states can enforce such laws.
The Jan. 28 executive order is among several administration policies aimed at denying the existence of transgender people. Trump also has ordered the government to identify people as either male or female rather than accept a concept of gender in which people fall along a spectrum, remove transgender service members from the military, and bar transgender women and girls from sports competitions that align with their gender. This month, HHS issued guidance to protect whistleblowers who report doctors or hospitals providing gender-affirming care. Judges are blocking enforcement of several of the policies.
This latest HHS report, which Trump called for while campaigning last year, represents a reversal in federal policy. The U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which is part of HHS, found that no research had determined that behavioral health interventions could change someone's gender identity or sexual orientation. The 2023 update to the 2015 finding is no longer on the agency's website. 
While Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has repeatedly pledged to practice "radical transparency," his department did not release any information about who authored the study. The administration says the new report will go through a peer-review process and will only say who contributed to the report after "in order to help maintain the integrity of this process."
The report says that medical groups have relied on medical treatment rather than behavioral therapy for transgender youth partly because of a "mischaracterization of such approaches as 'conversion therapy,'" which about half the states have banned for minors.

The American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry has said that evidence shows conversion therapies inflict harm on young people, including elevated rates of suicidal ideation.
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    Judge bars deportations of Venezuelans from South Texas under 18th-century wartime law




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump arrives to speak during a National Day of Prayer event in the Rose Garden of the White House, Thursday, May 1, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        A federal judge on Thursday barred the Trump administration from deporting any Venezuelans from South Texas under an 18th-century wartime law and said President Donald Trump's invocation of it was "unlawful."
U.S. District Court Judge Fernando Rodriguez Jr. is the first judge to rule that the Alien Enemies Act cannot be used against people who, the Republican administration claims, are gang members invading the United States.
"Neither the Court nor the parties question that the Executive Branch can direct the detention and removal of aliens who engage in criminal activity in the United States," wrote Rodriguez, who was nominated by Trump in 2018. But, the judge said, "the President's invocation of the AEA through the Proclamation exceeds the scope of the statute and is contrary to the plain, ordinary meaning of the statute's terms."

    
In March, Trump issued a proclamation claiming that the Venezuelan gang Tren de Aragua was invading the U.S. He said he had special powers to deport immigrants, identified by his administration as gang members, without the usual court proceedings.
"The Court concludes that the President's invocation of the AEA through the Proclamation exceeds the scope of the statute and, as a result, is unlawful," Rodriguez wrote.



    
        




    




The Alien Enemies Act has only been used three times before in U.S. history, most recently during World War II, when it was cited to intern Japanese-Americans.

    
    
    
The proclamation triggered a flurry of litigation as the administration tried to ship migrants it claimed were gang members to a notorious prison in El Salvador. 
Rodriguez's ruling is significant because it is the first formal permanent injunction against the administration using the AEA and contends the president is misusing the law. "Congress never meant for this law to be used in this manner," said Lee Gelernt, the ACLU lawyer who argued the case, in response to the ruling.

    
Rodriguez agreed, noting that the provision has only been used during the two World Wars and the War of 1812. Trump claimed Tren de Aragua was acting at the behest of the Venezuelan government, but Rodriguez found that the activities the administration accused it of did not amount to an invasion or "predatory incursion," as the statute requires.
"The Proclamation makes no reference to and in no manner suggests that a threat exists of an organized, armed group of individuals entering the United States at the direction of Venezuela to conquer the country or assume control over a portion of the nation," Rodriguez wrote. "Thus, the Proclamation's language cannot be read as describing conduct that falls within the meaning of 'invasion' for purposes of the AEA."
If the administration appeals, it would go first to the New Orleans-based 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. That is among the nation's most conservative appeals courts and it also has ruled against what it saw as overreach on immigration matters by both the Obama and Biden administrations. In those cases, Democratic administrations had sought to make it easier for immigrants to remain in the U.S.

    
The administration, as it has in other cases challenging its expansive view of presidential power, could turn to appellate courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, in the form of an emergency motion for a stay pending an appeal.
The Supreme Court already has weighed in once on the issue of deportations under the AEA. The justices held that migrants alleged to be gang members must be given "reasonable time" to contest their removal from the country. The court has not specified the length of time.
It's possible that the losing side in the 5th Circuit would file an emergency appeal with the justices that also would ask them to short-circuit lower court action in favor of a definitive ruling from the nation's highest court. Such a decision likely would be months away, at least.
The Texas case is just one piece of a tangle of litigation sparked by Trump's proclamation.
The ACLU initially filed suit in the nation's capital to block deportations. U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg issued a temporary hold on removals and ordered the administration turn around planes that had left with detainees headed to El Salvador, a directive that was apparently ignored. Later, the Supreme Court weighed in.


    
The justices stepped in again late last month with an unusual postmidnight order halting deportations from North Texas, where the ACLU contended the administration was preparing for another round of flights to El Salvador.
___
Riccardi reported from Denver. Associated Press writers Lindsay Whitehurst and Mark Sherman contributed to this report.
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    Recent immigration arrests at courthouses around the country have advocates worried
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            Cellphone video from April 22 shows immigration agents detaining a man who had just had misdemeanor assault charges dismissed in Virginia.
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[image: Protesters stand outside of the Milwaukee County Courthouse, April 25, 2025, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Andy Manis, File)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Inside a Virginia courthouse, three immigration agents in plainclothes -- one masked -- detained a man who had just had misdemeanor assault charges dismissed. They declined to show identification or a warrant to the man, and one threatened to prosecute horrified witnesses who tried to intervene, cellphone video shows.
In North Carolina, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement confirmed it arrested four people at a county courthouse, according to local media reports, prompting the sheriff to express concerns about a lack of communication from the agency as well as about disruption to court proceedings.
Inside a courthouse in New Hampshire, a pair of agents tackled a Venezuelan man outside an elevator, flattening an older man with a cane in the process. And in Boston, an ICE agent detained a man who was on trial. A municipal court judge held the agent in contempt over the arrest, but the order was later overturned by a federal judge.

    
The flurry of immigration enforcement at courthouses around the country in the past month -- already heavily criticized by judicial officials and lawyers -- has renewed a legal battle from President Donald Trump's first term as advocates fear people might avoid coming to court.



    
        




    




It's drawing further attention with last Friday's arrest of Judge Hannah Dugan in Wisconsin. The FBI arrested Dugan on charges that she tried to help a defendant evade waiting federal agents by letting him leave her courtroom through a jury door.
"Some of these judges think they are beyond and above the law and they are not, and we're sending a very strong message today," Attorney General Pam Bondi said during an appearance on Fox News after the arrest.

    
History of ICE's arrest practices
Lena Graber, senior staff attorney with the Immigrant Legal Resource Center, told The Associated Press that she's aware of at least a dozen recent immigration arrests at courthouses around the country.
"The historical context is really important," Graber said. "This is something that was not part of ICE's practice until the first Trump administration, and people were shocked."
ICE long had a general practice of not arresting people at certain locations, including schools, hospitals, courthouses and churches. But during the first Trump administration, the agency adopted a policy explicitly allowing courthouse arrests of "specific, targeted aliens," arguing that it was especially important in "sanctuary" jurisdictions where officials do not notify the agency before releasing immigrants facing deportation cases.
Courthouse immigration arrests jumped, drawing condemnation from judicial officials and legal organizations, as well as lawsuits from some states and the adoption of bills seeking to block the practice. 
Dugan's case is similar to one brought during the first Trump administration against a Massachusetts judge who was accused of helping a man sneak out a back door of a courthouse to evade a waiting immigration officer. A judge in Oregon faced similar allegations -- though not an arrest or criminal charges -- in 2017. 

    
The chief justices of some states, including California and Washington, asked ICE to stop, saying fear of arrest would keep crime victims and witnesses from showing up in court. In one well-publicized case, agents in Texas arrested a woman while she was obtaining a protection order against an alleged abuser. 
The Biden administration imposed restrictions on courthouse immigration arrests, but they were quickly undone when Trump returned to office this year. 
Under guidance issued Jan. 21, ICE officials are allowed to carry out immigration enforcement in or near courthouses if they believe someone they're trying to find will be there. Whenever possible, the agents are supposed to make arrests in nonpublic areas, to coordinate with courthouse security and to avoid disrupting court operations.

    
Virginia prosecutor promises to investigate court arrest
Teodoro Dominguez Rodriguez, identified by ICE as a Honduran national, was confronted and arrested by immigration enforcement officers after he left a Charlottesville courtroom April 22. It was the second immigration arrest at the court that day.
The first wasn't recorded, but as word spread, Nick Reppucci, who heads the public defender's office there, scrambled staff to the courthouse. They captured Dominguez Rodriguez's arrest on camera.
The three agents, one in a balaclava-style ski mask, ignored demands from observers to show badges or a warrant, the video shows. One agent threatened to have the U.S. attorney's office prosecute two women who tried to place themselves between the agents and Dominguez Rodriguez.
Sherriff Chan Bryant confirmed that the agents had shown badges and paperwork to a bailiff beforehand. But Albemarle County Commonwealth's Attorney Jim Hingeley criticized the officers for failing to identify themselves while making the arrest.
"Bystanders, or the person being arrested, might have violently resisted what on its face appeared to be an unlawful assault and abduction," Hingeley said in an emailed statement.

    
Reppucci decried the "normalization happening here, where federal law enforcement are at this point grabbing people without being required to show that person any form of identification." 
In a written statement, ICE stood behind the actions of the officers, "who are trained to assess and prosecute apprehensions in a manner that best ensures operational success and public safety."
The Associated Press was unable to locate relatives who might speak on Dominguez Rodriguez's behalf, and it was not clear if he had an attorney representing him.
Repucci stressed the impact arrests like Dominguez Rodriguez's could have on people coming to court, a place he said is supposed to be where "disputes are resolved in an orderly, peaceful manner."

"People in divorce proceedings, people with civil disputes, custody hearings, potential witnesses, all are going to be less likely to come to court," he said. 
___
Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, and Rebecca Santana in Washington contributed to this report. Hollingsworth reported from Mission, Kansas. 
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    Trump national security adviser Waltz is out in a major staff shake-up after his Signal chat blunder
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            White House national security adviser Mike Waltz is leaving the Trump administration just weeks after it was revealed he added a journalist to a Signal chat being used to discuss military plans.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: National Security Advisor Mike Waltz speaks during a television interview at the White House, Thursday, May 1, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            National Security Advisor Mike Waltz speaks during a television interview at the White House, Thursday, May 1, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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[image: White House national security adviser Mike Waltz listens as President Donald Trump meets with Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, April 17, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- White House national security adviser Mike Waltz is leaving the administration just weeks after it was revealed he added a journalist to a Signal chat being used to discuss military plans, according to two people familiar with the matter Thursday, marking the first major staff shake-up of President Donald Trump's second term. 
Waltz came under searing scrutiny in March after revelations that he added journalist Jeffrey Goldberg to a private text chain on the encrypted messaging app Signal, which was used to discuss planning for a sensitive March 15 military operation against Houthi militants in Yemen. A far-right ally of the president, Laura Loomer, has also targeted Waltz, telling Trump in a recent Oval Office conversation that he needs to purge aides who she believes are insufficiently loyal to the "Make America Great Again" agenda. 

    
Waltz's deputy, Alex Wong, is also expected to depart, according to the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a personnel move not yet made public. The National Security Council did not respond do a request for comment. 



    
        




    




Waltz, who served in the House representing Florida for three terms before his elevation to the White House, is the most prominent senior administration official to depart since Trump returned to the White House. In his second term, the Republican president had been looking to avoid the tumult of his first four years in office, during which he cycled through four national security advisers, four White House chiefs of staff and two secretaries of state.

    
    
    
The Signal chain also showed that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth provided the exact timings of warplane launches and when bombs would drop. Waltz had previously taken "full responsibility" for building the message chain and administration officials described the episode as a "mistake" but one that caused Americans no harm. Waltz maintained that he was not sure how Goldberg ended up in the messaging chain, and insisted he did not know the journalist. 

    
Trump and the White House -- which insisted that no classified information was shared on the text chain -- have stood by Waltz publicly throughout the episode. But the embattled national security adviser was also under siege from personalities such as Loomer, who had been complaining to administration officials that she had been excluded from the vetting process for National Security Council aides. In her view, Waltz relied too much on "neocons" -- referring to hawkish neoconservatives within the Republican Party -- as well as others who Loomer argued were "not-MAGA-enough" types.
Waltz was on television as late as Thursday morning, promoting the administration's agreement with Kyiv that would allow the U.S. to access Ukraine's critical minerals and other natural resources. As reports began to circulate that Waltz could be leaving the administration, Loomer appeared to take credit in a post on the social media site X, writing: "SCALP."
"Hopefully, the rest of the people who were set to be fired but were given promotions at the NSC under Waltz also depart," Loomer wrote in another post.


    
Loomer had taken a similar victory lap when several other NSC officials were dismissed last month one day after she met with Trump. Those firings included Brian Walsh, a director for intelligence; Thomas Boodry, a senior director for legislative affairs; and David Feith, a senior director for technology and national security, as well as other lower-ranking aides. 
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    Trump's agenda faces courtroom setbacks as Justice Department lawyers struggle to win over judges




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Department of Justice logo is shown on a podium during a news conference, Sept. 30, 2010, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]


        

        
        
            
                    The Department of Justice logo is shown on a podium during a news conference, Sept. 30, 2010, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    

            

            By 
            ERIC TUCKER and ALANNA DURKIN RICHER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- To understand the Justice Department's struggles in representing President Donald Trump's positions in court, look no further than a quick succession of losses last week that dealt a setback to the administration's agenda.
In orders spanning different courthouses, judges blocked a White House plan to add a proof-of-citizenship requirement to the federal voter registration form, ruled the Republican administration violated a settlement agreement by deporting a man to El Salvador and halted directives that threatened to cut federal funding for public schools with diversity, equity and inclusion programs.
That's on top of arguments in which two judges expressed misgivings to a Justice Department lawyer about the legality of Trump executive orders targeting major law firms and a department lawyer's accidental filing of an internal memo in court questioning the Trump administration's legal strategy to kill Manhattan's congestion toll -- a blunder the Transportation Department called "legal malpractice."

    
According to an Associated Press tally, Trump executive actions have been partially or fully blocked by the courts at least 64 times while they're in effect in about 45 cases. Dozens of others are pending.



    
        




    




The Trump administration's effort to reshape American civil society, including a crackdown on illegal immigration and downsizing of the federal government, is encountering resistance from judges across a broad spectrum of philosophical leanings as lawyers for the Justice Department in some cases have strained to answer straightforward questions from judges about the basis or rationale for a particular policy or about the mechanics of its implementation. In at least one instance, a government lawyer who became openly exasperated in court at the lack of information he'd been given from the administration was soon after fired by the Justice Department.

    
Experienced career Justice Department lawyers are leaving
Compounding the problem is an ongoing exodus from the department of experienced career lawyers accustomed to representing the federal government in court. Some of the key arguments in recent weeks have been handled by lawyers newly hired into political, rather than career, positions.
Justice Department leadership has in recent months hired lawyers with conservative credentials from law firms in Washington and with past experience at state and local government agencies.
"This is quite rare, if not unprecedented," said Boston College law professor Kent Greenfield. "I can't think of another instance in which the Justice Department has lost so many cases in a short period of time and the reason they're losing is because they're wrong -- and obviously wrong." 
Trump allies want to impeach the judges
Trump administration officials, including Attorney General Pam Bondi, have attributed the losses to what they call "activist" judges bent on impeding his agenda. Some White House allies have called for impeaching judges, with adviser Elon Musk describing it as a "judicial coup." 
But that belies the reality that some of the most blistering rebukes of Justice Department arguments have come from conservative judges like J. Harvie Wilkinson III, an appointee of Republican President Ronald Reagan who said in an April opinion that the idea the government could not return to the U.S. a man it had deported to El Salvador was "shocking not only to judges, but to the intuitive sense of liberty that Americans far removed from courthouses still hold dear." 

    
Jonathan Turley, a George Washington University law professor, cautioned against making too much so soon in the administration of its legal track record. The Supreme Court with its conservative 6-3 majority, including three Trump appointees, has yet to weigh in on the vast majority of the cases. 
"This Department of Justice will continue to defend President Trump's agenda in court, and we remain confident that we will ultimately prevail," Justice Department spokesperson Chad Gilmartin said in an email. 

    
Trump has seen some legal defeats reversed
The Trump administration has also succeeded in some cases in beating back legal challenges, and some early defeats at the trial court level have been subsequently overturned by a federal appeals court, such as when a panel cleared the way for the administration to fire thousands of probationary workers in spite of a judge's earlier opinion. 
In another case, the Supreme Court overturned a lower judge's order that had blocked the administration from using an 18th-century wartime law to deport Venezuelan migrants, though the court said they must get a chance to challenge their removals before they're taken from the United States. The Supreme Court also recently granted the Trump administration's plea to cut hundreds of millions of dollars in teacher training money while a lawsuit continues.
"There's over 600 District Court judges, any one of which can issue limited or national injunctions," Turley said. The rulings may be important, he added, "but there's a great deal of runway between a U.S. district court and the United States Supreme Court.

    
Judges push Justice Department lawyers to explain
The challenges, however, were laid bare in a Washington courtroom just last week when Richard Lawson, a newly minted deputy associate attorney general, repeatedly struggled to provide what the judge said was "basic" information about one in a series of executive orders targeting a major law firm with punishing sanctions.
"So you don't know whether the firm or the individuals whose security clearances were suspended have been given any notice about the timing of the review, who the decision-maker is, the information that's being reviewed as part of this review, whether they're going to have an ability to see that information, comment on the information, correct the information, object to the information?" Howell asked pointedly. "You can't tell me anything about that?" 
"I can't speak to that, Your Honor," replied Lawson, who before recently joining the Justice Department had worked with Bondi in the Florida attorney general's office and was also a lawyer at a pro-Trump think tank called the America First Policy Institute.
Lawson fared no better weeks earlier when pushed to explain the administration's national security rationale for punishing a different law firm, Jenner & Block, because one of its former partners, Andrew Weissmann, had years earlier been a prosecutor on the team of special counsel Robert Mueller that investigated Trump.
"You're not going to really tell me that having someone employed four years ago poses some kind of national security threat?" asked U.S. District John Bates, an appointee of George W. Bush, a Republican.
"Not per se, no," replied Lawson.
In another case, Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly scolded the Justice Department in court papers last week over what she described as the "contradiction" between statements made in court by one of its lawyers "and the facts on the ground." While the judge did not contend that the lawyer "intentionally misrepresented the facts," the appointee of Democratic President Bill Clinton added: "The Court must remark that this exchange does not reflect the level of diligence the Court expects from any litigant -- let alone the United States Department of Justice."
Stuart Gerson, who led the Justice Department's civil division under Republican President George H.W. Bush and later served briefly as acting attorney general, said it appeared the Trump administration was sending lawyers into court "without adequate information and instructions."

"I sympathize greatly with these folks who are arguing some of the cases, who are just parroting what they've been told to say without being able to answer questions about their ramifications, the what-ifs and the background information," Gerson said.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Department of Justice at https://apnews.com/hub/us-department-of-justice.
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    The man who fell over a railing at PNC Park is in critical condition. Police say it was an accident




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A fan is carted off the field at PNC Park after falling out of the stands during the seventh inning of a baseball game between the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Chicago Cubs in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: A fan lies on the warning track in right field of PNC Park after falling out of the stands during the seventh inning of a baseball game between the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Chicago Cubs in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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            By 
            WILL GRAVES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- A man who fell from the 21-foot-high Clemente Wall in right field at PNC Park during Wednesday night's game between the Pittsburgh Pirates and Chicago Cubs remained in critical condition on Thursday morning.
Pittsburgh Public Safety, which includes Pittsburgh Police and EMS, posted on X Thursday that the "incident is being treated as accidental in nature."
The unidentified man fell onto the warning track in right field just as Pirates star Andrew McCutchen hit a two-run double in the seventh inning to put Pittsburgh ahead 4-3. Players began waving frantically for medical personnel and pointing to the man.
The fan was tended to for approximately five minutes by members of both the Pirates and Cubs training staffs as well as PNC personnel, before being removed from the field on a cart. He was taken to the trauma center at Allegheny General Hospital, where he remained on Thursday.

    
Pittsburgh owner Bob Nutting said the club was "deeply saddened" and "truly heartbroken" over what he called a "terrible accident."
"In times like these, we must come together, support one another, and keep him and his loved ones in our prayers," Nutting said in a statement. "We also want to thank and appreciate the efforts of the first responders who rushed to his attention and provided him with compassionate care."



    
        




    




The railing that runs along the Clemente Wall in right field is three feet (36 inches) in height, which exceeds the building code requirements of 26 inches, according to Pirates vice president of communications Brian Warecki.

    
    
    
Fans were sitting in the front row above the Clemente Wall on Thursday ahead of the series finale between the two teams.
McCutchen, a five-time All-Star and franchise icon, said Thursday that the team was "devastated," adding that they prayed together after the game. Asked to describe his viewpoint of the sequence, McCutchen declined, saying he is trying not to think about it and is more focused on the man's health.

    
"We're just hoping for the best for him," he said. "I hope he pulls through because he's the reason why we are here. He's the reason why we play the game. People that show their support so we can do something we love, partly because of him and because of fans. So, I just pray that he's all right."
Pirates manager Derek Shelton and Cubs manager Craig Counsell both alerted the umpire crew of the situation immediately after the play.
"Even though it's 350 feet away or whatever it is, I mean the fact of how it went down and then laying motionless while the play is going on, I mean Craig saw it, I saw it. We both got out there," Shelton said. "I think the umpires saw it because of the way it kicked. It's extremely unfortunate. That's an understatement."
Players from both teams could be seen praying and McCutchen held a cross that hung from his neck while the fan was taken off the field.
The game was paused for several minutes while the man received medical attention but there was no official stoppage in play.
Police said any medical update on the fan will be provided by medical personnel in conjunction with the man's family.

    
Fans have died from steep falls at baseball stadiums in the past.
In 2015, Atlanta Braves season ticket holder Gregory K. Murrey flipped over guard rails from the upper deck at Turner Field. That was four years after Shannon Stone, a firefighter attending a game with his 6-year-old son, fell about 20 feet after reaching out for a foul ball tossed into the stands at the Texas Rangers' former stadium.

Both incidents prompted scrutiny over the height of guard rails at stadiums. The Rangers raised theirs, while the Braves settled a lawsuit with Murrey's family.
A spectator at a 2022 NFL game at Pittsburgh's Acrisure Stadium died following a fall on an escalator.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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    Transgender women soccer players to be banned from women's teams in England and Scotland




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Campaigners take part in a rally organised by trans rights groups, trade unions, and community organisations following the Supreme Court ruling on the definition of a woman in equalities law, at Parliament Square, central London, Saturday April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)]
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            By 
            BRIAN MELLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Transgender women will be banned from playing on women's soccer teams in England and Scotland following a U.K. Supreme Court ruling last month, the sport's governing body said Thursday.
The Football Association said it had decided to change its rules that had allowed transgender athletes to play on women's soccer if they had reduced testosterone levels. The Scottish Football Association made a similar decision that applies to competitive women and girls' soccer. 
The U.K's highest court issued a ruling two weeks ago that defined a woman for anti-discrimination purposes as someone born biologically female. The head of the Equality and Human Rights Commission said after the ruling that transgender women would be excluded from women's toilets, hospital wards and sports teams.
While the ruling was cheered by some feminist groups, it has been condemned by trans-rights groups who said it would have a broad and detrimental impact on daily life.

    
The issue has been polarizing in the U.K. and beyond, particularly in the United States, where President Donald Trump has signed executive orders to prohibit participation of transgender athletes in sports and to use a rigid definition of the sexes, rather than gender, for federal government purposes. The orders are being challenged in court.



    
        




    




The FA said that its policy before Thursday had been to make the sport accessible to as many people as possible, but that it would make alterations if there were changes in law, science or the operations of "grassroots football." 

    
    
    
"We understand that this will be difficult for people who simply want to play the game they love in the gender by which they identify, and we are contacting the registered transgender women currently playing to explain the changes and how they can continue to stay involved in the game," the FA said in a statement.
About 20 transgender women have been playing in English grassroots games this season.

    
"The people I know that are talking about this are saying: 'Well, that's it for football for me,'" said Natalie Washington, a member of the group Football v Transphobia. "Most people clearly don't feel that they can go and play in the men's game for reasons of safety, for reasons of comfort."
Fiona McAnena, of the group Sex Matters, welcomed the English FA decision, saying it was long overdue.
"The FA has had ample evidence of the harms to women and girls caused by its nonsensical policy of letting men who identify as women play in women's teams," McAnena said. "The requirement to lower their testosterone tells you that everyone knew they were not women."
McAnena said that every other sporting body needs to take similar action.
The group that oversees netball, an offshoot of basketball played mainly by women, said Thursday that its female category would apply to those who were born female. 

England Netball said its decision wasn't the result of the court ruling. It said that it would have three gender categories of participation: female, male and mixed, with the latter category allowing people to compete according to their gender identity.
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    LeBron: 'I don't have the answer' to questions about his future after Lakers' exit from NBA playoffs
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            LeBron James wasn't ready to make any decisions about his future in the painful moments immediately after his 22nd NBA season ended with the Los Angeles Lakers' first-round playoff exit.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James looks up toward the scoreboard in the closing seconds in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) shoots as Minnesota Timberwolves guard Nickeil Alexander-Walker (9) defends during the first half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, center, passes the ball as Minnesota Timberwolves center Naz Reid, left, and guard Nickeil Alexander-Walker defend during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James lays on the floor after injuring his knee during the second half in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Minnesota Timberwolves, Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, shoots as Minnesota Timberwolves guard Donte DiVincenzo defends in the closing seconds in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, left, shoots as Minnesota Timberwolves guard Donte DiVincenzo defends in the closing seconds in Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            GREG BEACHAM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- LeBron James wasn't ready to make any decisions about his future in the painful moments immediately after his 22nd NBA season ended with the Los Angeles Lakers' first-round playoff exit.
"I don't have the answer to that," James said Wednesday night when asked how long he will continue to play. "Something I'll sit down with my wife and my support group and kind of just talk through it, and see what happens. Just have conversations with myself on how long I want to continue to play. I don't know the answer to that right now, to be honest."
The 40-year-old James has given no public indication he is thinking about retirement this summer, but Lakers fans will be holding their breath until the top scorer in NBA history makes his plans official.
James provided no hints after recording 22 points, seven rebounds and six assists in the Lakers' 103-96 loss to Minnesota.

    
"It's up to me if I'm going to continue to play, or how long I'm going to continue to play," James said. "It's ultimately up to me, so it has nothing to do with anybody else."
Most observers think the four-time champion is planning to return for a 23rd season, which would break the NBA longevity record he currently shares with Vince Carter. He is also just 49 regular-season games behind Robert Parish, who holds the NBA record with 1,611 games played. James already holds the league record for career playoff games with 292.



    
        




    




But his seventh season with the Lakers is over after the Timberwolves' 4-1 series victory. Los Angeles didn't build a winning dynamic quickly enough to the midseason arrival of Luka Doncic in a seismic trade for Anthony Davis.

    
    
    
James' Lakers have advanced in the postseason just once in the five years since their championship in the Florida bubble -- but if James returns, he's coming back to a completely reconfigured team built around his new partnership with Doncic.

    
James and Doncic played only 21 games together after the deal, and it wasn't enough to maximize their potential teamwork. Another full year together could raise their partnership to formidable levels, and James still seems intrigued by the prospect of playing a full year or more alongside the Slovenian superstar he has described as his favorite active player.
"Anytime you make a big acquisition in the middle of the season, it's always going to be challenging, not only for me, but for (Austin Reaves) and the rest of the group," James said. "There were times where we obviously didn't look so well, but I think we kind of figured it out later in the season, the more games we had. I still don't think we had enough time to mesh, but for the time that we had, I thought we ended the regular season very well to be top three in the West."
Doncic isn't the only teammate who could compel James to return: His 20-year-old son, Bronny, is coming off a surprisingly solid rookie season with the Lakers in which they became the first father and son to play together in NBA history.
Bronny James is hoping to carve out a bigger role alongside his father next season after getting sporadic playing time this year. LeBron said the chance to work alongside Bronny this season was the "No. 1" accomplishment of his career.

    
There are no apparent contractual or financial issues in James' way: He has a player option for next season that will pay him more than $56.2 million. That's serious money to leave on the table, even for a business mogul with a net worth estimated at more than $1 billion.
An eighth consecutive season with the Lakers would be the longest stretch of his career with one team, surpassing his first seven seasons with Cleveland -- although he returned for four more years and a championship with the Cavaliers.
James' level of play remained high in his 22nd season, confounding all previous notions of basketball longevity. He averaged 24.4 points per game -- his lowest since his rookie season, but just barely -- along with 8.2 assists and 7.8 rebounds.
James remained the Lakers' heart while they won 52 games and the Pacific Division title despite the midseason roster upheaval. Every significant contributor on this season's roster is under contract for 2025-26 except for Dorian Finney-Smith, who has a $15.3 million player option, and inconsistent center Jaxson Hayes.


    
In a moment of reflection near his 40th birthday last December, James speculated that he could continue to play at this level for five to seven more years. He doesn't intend to stick around that long, however.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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    'Buena Vista Social Club,' 'Death Becomes Her' and 'Maybe Happy Ending' lead Tony Award nominations




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Megan Hilty, left, and Jennifer Simard during a performance of "Death Becomes Her" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Megan Hilty, left, and Jennifer Simard during a performance of "Death Becomes Her" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows the Broadway company of Buena Vista Social Club during a performance in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows the Broadway company of Buena Vista Social Club during a performance in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Audra McDonald portrays Rose during a performance of the Broadway musical "Gypsy" in New York. (Julieta Cervantes via AP)]
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            Audra McDonald portrays Rose during a performance of the Broadway musical "Gypsy" in New York. (Julieta Cervantes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows a performance of "Stranger Things: The First Shadow." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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[image: This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)]
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            This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: George Clooney appears at the "Good Night, and Good Luck" Broadway opening night on April 3, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]
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            George Clooney appears at the "Good Night, and Good Luck" Broadway opening night on April 3, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Natalie Venetia Belcon, foreground, during a performance of Buena Vista Social Club in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Natalie Venetia Belcon, foreground, during a performance of Buena Vista Social Club in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cole Escola appears during a Broadway performance of "Oh, Mary!" in New York. (Emilio Madrid via AP)]
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            Cole Escola appears during a Broadway performance of "Oh, Mary!" in New York. (Emilio Madrid via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows the Broadway company of Buena Vista Social Club during a performance in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows the Broadway company of Buena Vista Social Club during a performance in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand, center, with Julia Knitel, during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)]
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            This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand, center, with Julia Knitel, during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Jennifer Simard, left, and Christopher Sieber during a performance of "Death Becomes Her" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Jennifer Simard, left, and Christopher Sieber during a performance of "Death Becomes Her" in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand, right, and Julia Knitel during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)]
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            This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand, right, and Julia Knitel during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)]
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            This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Wesley Wray with the Broadway company of Buena Vista Social Club during a performance in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Wesley Wray with the Broadway company of Buena Vista Social Club during a performance in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joy Woods, left, and Audra McDonald appear during a performance of the Broadway musical "Gypsy" in New York. (Julieta Cervantes via AP)]
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            Joy Woods, left, and Audra McDonald appear during a performance of the Broadway musical "Gypsy" in New York. (Julieta Cervantes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Audra McDonald portrays Rose during a performance of the Broadway musical "Gypsy" in New York. (Julieta Cervantes via AP)]
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            Audra McDonald portrays Rose during a performance of the Broadway musical "Gypsy" in New York. (Julieta Cervantes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Conrad Ricamora, left, and Cole Escola appear during a Broadway performance of "Oh, Mary!" in New York. (Emilio Madrid via AP)]
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            Conrad Ricamora, left, and Cole Escola appear during a Broadway performance of "Oh, Mary!" in New York. (Emilio Madrid via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Isa Antonetti during a performance of Buena Vista Social Club in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Isa Antonetti during a performance of Buena Vista Social Club in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Natalie Venetia Belcon, left, and Mel Seme during a performance of of Buena Vista Social Club in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Natalie Venetia Belcon, left, and Mel Seme during a performance of of Buena Vista Social Club in New York. (Matthew Murphy/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of the stage appears before the start of the 75th annual Tony Awards on Sunday, June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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            A view of the stage appears before the start of the 75th annual Tony Awards on Sunday, June 12, 2022, at Radio City Music Hall in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Three Broadway shows -- "Buena Vista Social Club," "Death Becomes Her" and "Maybe Happy Ending" -- each earned a leading 10 Tony Award nominations Thursday, as nominators spread out the joy and gave nods to George Clooney,Sarah Snook and Bob Odenkirk in their debuts.
Twenty-nine shows got at least one nomination across the 26 Tony categories, even long-closed shows like "A Wonderful World: The Louis Armstrong Musical" and "Swept Away."
James Monroe Iglehart, who played Armstrong in his musical, wasn't expecting the nomination and woke to his phone blowing up. "I was like, 'What's going on? Is everything OK?' And then I was, 'OK! How cool is that?" he said. "I'm just really excited to be a part of this crop of amazing performers."
"Buena Vista Social Club," which takes its inspiration from Wim Wenders' 1999 Oscar-nominated documentary on the making of the album "Buena Vista Social Club," will face off for best musical crown with "Death Becomes Her," based on the 1992 cult classic film of the same name about frenemeies who seek a magic eternal youth and beauty potion.

    
The category also includes "Maybe Happy Ending," a rom-com musical about a pair of androids that crackles with humanity and " Dead Outlaw," a musical about a real life alcoholic drifter who was shot dead in 1911 and whose afterlife proved to be stranger than fiction as he was displayed at carnivals and sideshows for decades. 



    
        




    





            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand, center, with Julia Knitel, during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)]
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A second show with a corpse, the British import "Operation Mincemeat," also made it, the improbably true story about a British deception operation designed to mislead Nazi Germany about the location of the Allied landing at Sicily. 

    
    
    
"What I think is so cool about this year is that the shows are so widely different and I love that for Broadway," says Christopher Gattelli, the choreographer and first-time director of "Death Becomes Her," who earned nods for both jobs.

    
"We have chamber pieces and really small intimate shows and these wildly funny black box shows, and so, I love that it's been such a great scope of a year. I love that we get to add to that mix."
"Dead Outlaw" -- conceived by David Yazbek, who wrote the music and lyrics with Erik Della Penna -- reunites Yazbek with book writer Itamar Moses and the director David Cromer, who collaborated so winningly on the Tony-winning "The Band's Visit." Yazbek said Thursday that the team learned a lesson with that show that they applied to "Dead Outlaw."
"If you make the thing you want to make and make it true to itself and leave the rest of it up to the fates, then you might actually get the reception that you want. And so we sort of stuck to that approach," he said.

    
Best play category
In the best play category, "English," Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Sanaz Toossi's  look at four Iranian students preparing for an English language exam, made the cut. As did "The Hills of California," Jez Butterworth's look at a family gathering for the impending death of its matriarch set in a hotel in the summer of 1976 in England.
They'll compete with "John Proctor Is the Villain," Kimberly Belflower's examination of girlhood, feminism, the #MeToo movement and a compelling rebuttal to "The Crucible," and "Purpose," Branden Jacobs-Jenkins' drawing-room drama about an accomplished Black family destroying itself from within.
The category is completed with "Oh, Mary!," an irreverent, raunchy, gleefully deranged revisionist history by Cole Escola centered on Mary Todd Lincoln, portrayed as a boozy, narcissistic, potty-mouthed first lady determined to strike out of the subordinate role into which history has placed her.

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actor George Clooney attends the "Good Night, and Good Luck" Broadway opening night at the Winter Garden Theatre on Thursday, April 3, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by DKC/O+M shows Andrew Durand during a performance of "Dead Outlaw." (Matthew Murphy/DKC/O+M via AP)]
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Jacobs-Jenkins, whose "Appropriate," won best play revival last year, said Thursday morning that his category was filled with plays that started regionally or off-Broadway, showing the art's strength.
"I hope people kind of see the diversity of what's happening in terms of writing for the American stages right now. It's really an amazing time," he said. "I think that's just the testament to how fruitful the form is." 

    
Acting nods and some missing
Audra McDonald, as expected, heard her name called for her turn as Rose in a hailed revival of "Gypsy," a role that led to previous Tonys for the likes of Angela Lansbury, Tyne Daly and Patti LuPone. McDonald, already a holder for the most Tonys by a performer -- with six -- now vies for a seventh.
She will face off against Nicole Scherzinger in "Sunset Blvd.," Megan Hilty and Jennifer Simard in "Death Becomes Her," and Jasmine Amy Rogers from "Boop! The Musical."
McDonald credits the late Broadway star Gavin Creel for suggesting she lead "Gypsy" some eight years ago during a dinner party at her house. It wasn't on her radar, and she didn't think a Black-led "Gypsy" would fly. Creel insisted. He died the first day of "Gypsy" rehearsals. "We have another reason to thank him," she said.
Clooney got a nod as a leading actor in a play for his retelling the story of legendary reporter Edward R. Murrow in an adaptation of his 2005 film "Good Night, and Good Luck." Another hot ticket -- a revival of David Mamet's "Glengarry Glen Ross" earned Odenkirk a nod, but not for his co-stars Kieran Culkin or comedian Bill Burr. (The snub derails Culkin possibly winning an Oscar, an Emmy and a Tony in less than 18 months.)

    
Snook, Culkin's "Succession" co-star, earned a nomination for playing all 26 parts in "The Picture of Dorian Gray" and "Stranger Things" star Sadie Sink earned one for leading "John Proctor is the Villain." "Stranger Things: The First Shadow," an effects-driven prequel to her old Netflix hit show, earned five nods, including for lead actor Louis McCartney.
The news was less good for Kit Connor and Rachel Zegler, both in their Broadway debuts. Neither got nominations for their "Romeo + Juliet" pitched to Generation X and millennials. Robert Downey Jr., who also made his Broadway debut in the play "McNeal," also wasn't recognized. Mia Farrow earned a nomination for "The Roommate" but her co-star, the Broadway diva Patti LuPone, did not. 
And, in a shock, an edgy "Othello" with Denzel Washington and Jake Gyllenhaal that producers are charging north of $900 for orchestra seats, got not a single nomination. Idina Menzel's return to Broadway in "Redwood," a contemporary fable about trees, grief and the quest for healing, also got no nominations.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows a performance of "Stranger Things: The First Shadow." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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"Our Town," starring Jim Parsons and Katie Holmes, earned a best play revival Tony nomination, but nothing for its actors. Elton John's musical about 1980s televangelist Tammy Faye Bakker and the Stephen Sondheim revue starring Tony Award-winners Bernadette Peters and Lea Salonga came up blank. 
The Tony Awards will be handed out June 8 at Radio City Music Hall during a telecast hosted by "Wicked" star and Tony winner Cynthia Erivo.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tony-award-nominations-2025-9de5d6e964a4902b40e3b7c283e3af48
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                    Entertainment

    Movie Review: 'Rust' is a serviceable Western, haunted throughout by its tragic offscreen history




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image released by Falling Forward Films shows Alec Baldwin, left, and Patrick Scott McDermott in a scene from "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)]


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            This image released by Falling Forward Films shows Alec Baldwin, left, and Patrick Scott McDermott in a scene from "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Falling Forward Films shows a scene from the film "Rust." (Karen Kuehn/Falling Forward Films via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Falling Forward Films shows a scene from "Rust." (Karen Kuehn/Falling Forward Films via AP)]


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            This image released by Falling Forward Films shows a scene from "Rust." (Karen Kuehn/Falling Forward Films via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Falling Forward Films shows Alec Baldwin in a scene from "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)]
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            This image released by Falling Forward Films shows Alec Baldwin in a scene from "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Falling Forward Films shows promotional art for the film "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)]
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            This image released by Falling Forward Films shows promotional art for the film "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JOCELYN NOVECK

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Surely, bringing an audience to tears with a poignant ending is something every filmmaker dreams of.
And yet the moment that inspires a genuine, unambiguous tear in "Rust" is born of a true nightmare.
"...for Halyna," the screen reads as the film comes to a close. Halyna Hutchins' name also appears in Ukrainian. And we're given a favored quote from the late cinematographer: "What can we do to make this better?"
Just as there's no way to make this film's offscreen history any better, there's no way to write a normal review of a movie that is anything but. "Rust" has inevitably and inexorably become synonymous with tragedy: Hutchins' shocking death during an on-set rehearsal, when producer-star Alec Baldwin pointed a pistol at her that somehow contained a live round. It discharged, killing her and wounding director Joel Souza.
An involuntary manslaughter charge against Baldwin was dismissed. The movie's weapons supervisor is serving an 18-month prison sentence. And eventually, the film was finished, with Souza returning and cinematographer Bianca Cline replacing Hutchins.

    
Souza said at the film's premiere in Poland that the family wanted Hutchins' work to be seen. The movie's terse publicity materials note that the original producers will not gain financially from it, and that although terms of a settlement were sealed, "it has been confirmed that (husband Matthew) Hutchins and son Andros will receive profits from the film."



    
        




    




In any case, the movie is here. It is not, as many surely expect, a uniformly shoddy effort. The plot is basic and the dialogue merely serviceable, but there are lovely scenery shots throughout, the vastness, gentle light and deep colors of the American West illustrated carefully and evocatively by Hutchins' -- and Cline's -- camera work. Yes, the cinematography is what stands out here.

    
    
    
There are also several compelling performances, though Baldwin's somewhat halting, somber turn is not among them.

    
Most of all, though, there's not a moment in "Rust" in which one loses awareness of the tragedy. While the scene we've all read about does not appear, there is constant gunfire, this being a Western. It's hard to forget about a shooting while watching so much shooting.
In fact, we begin with an accidental shooting.
The unfortunate perpetrator is Lucas Hollister, a teenager in 1880s Wyoming who's recently been orphaned, along with his little brother. We learn later that their father shot himself a year after their mother died. So Lucas (Patrick Scott McDermott, in an accomplished performance) has become the parent.

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: (Karen Kuehn/Falling Forward Films via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Falling Forward Films shows Alec Baldwin in a scene from "Rust." (Falling Forward Films via AP)]
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On a trip into town, Lucas gets into a scuffle with another boy who's insulting their late mother, hurting him. The rancher father demands that Lucas come work for him to pay off his debt. And when he comes to the desolate farm where the boys live to get him, Lucas accidentally shoots and kills him, while aiming at a wolf.
A judge decides the crime was premeditated and sentences the boy to the gallows. His little brother comes each night to the prison to sleep next to him. Things look bleak -- until a shadowy character with a white beard comes to break him out of the jailhouse, killing whoever gets in the way.

    
"You tell any SOB who comes after me that he will shake hands with the devil himself," says the mystery man. It's Harlan Rust (Baldwin), a notorious outlaw who hasn't been seen for years. He is also Lucas' estranged grandfather, having been alerted to the boy's plight by his sister (Frances Fisher, excellent).
Thus begins the great chase. Rust and Lucas flee towards Mexico, the only place they can be safe. On their tail are a plethora of pursuers: Sheriff Wood Helm (Josh Hopkins) and various bounty hunters, chief among them the brutal Fenton "Preacher" Lang (Travis Fimmel, appropriately fearsome).
The two don't get along at first -- they never do, in such stories -- and Lucas aches to get back to his brother. But Rust convinces him it's better to stay alive. Eventually, luck runs out for the pair, and someone will have to pay. 

    
But for its unique circumstances, one can imagine "Rust" coming and going without much of a ripple. The question now is, who is going to be seeing this movie? Certainly many people will come -- or watch at home -- out of morbid curiosity.

What they will find is a movie better in some aspects -- especially, and poignantly, the cinematography -- than they may have suspected. But it is one that will always be defined, and reflected in every frame, by its tragic history. And there's no real way to make that better. 
"Rust," a Falling Forward release, is unrated by the Motion Picture Association. Running time: 139 minutes. One and half stars out of four. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rust-movie-review-alec-baldwin-shooting-289861a894b85b6e1c0ddf735da8942d
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    [image: This image released by Disney shows the character Stitch, left, and Maia Kealoha, as Lilo, in a scene from "Lilo & Stitch." (Disney via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Disney shows the character Stitch, left, and Sydney Agudong, as Nani, in a scene from "Lilo & Stitch." (Disney via AP)]
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            This image released by Disney shows the character Stitch, left, and Sydney Agudong, as Nani, in a scene from "Lilo & Stitch." (Disney via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows, background from left, Philip Schneider as Bobby, Maxwell Friedman as Gordie, Ethan Cutkosky as Wayne, Conor Sherry as Terry and John Daly as John Daly in "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Eva Victor in a scene from "Sorry, Baby." (Mia Cioffy Henry/A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows Ben Wang in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Ben Wang in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Mason Thames, left, and Nico Parker in a scene from "How to Train Your Dragon.", (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows Mason Thames, left, and Nico Parker in a scene from "How to Train Your Dragon.", (Universal Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Neon shows Benjamin Pajak in a scene from "The Life of Chuck." (Neon via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros.Pictures shows Krypto the dog, in a scene from "Superman." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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            By 
            LINDSEY BAHR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Many of the big movies this summer might come from familiar places - whether they're franchises, sequels or hybrid adaptations of beloved animated classics. But look closer and there are quite a few fresh faces making a splash with memorable characters new and old.
The Associated Press spoke to 10 of the actors about the roles. 

    
Sydney Elizebeth Agudong and Maia Kealoha in "Lilo & Stitch"
Maia Kealoha was 6 years old when she saw an advertisement for an open casting call for the new hybrid "Lilo & Stich" movie and promptly told her parents that's what she wanted to do. Now, 8, Kealoha, who was born on Hawaii's Big Island, is making her film debut as the spirited Lilo in Disney's new live-action adaptation, hitting theaters on May 23.
"It was so amazing," Kealoha said. "I was really proud of myself."
Sydney Elizebeth Agudong, who plays Lilo's older sister and caregiver Nani praised her young co-star.
"It was amazing building a world with her," Agudong, 24, said. "It's a lot of CGI and we're working with aliens and such and she was full of imagination and creativity."



    
        




    





            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Disney shows the character Stitch, left, and Sydney Agudong, as Nani, in a scene from "Lilo & Stitch." (Disney via AP)]
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A Kaua'I native, Agudong also came to the role from an open casting call. Being part of the film has been a special experience as a lifelong fan of the animated version and a proud Hawaii resident.
"Hawaii's very much like tough love and soft heart," Agudong said. "We truly created a family and hopefully people can see that."

    
    
    
The Gilmore Boys in "Happy Gilmore 2"
Happy Gilmore is a dad in the sequel coming to Netflix July 25. The Gilmore boys, played by Ethan Cutkosky ("Shameless"), Conor Sherry ("Shake Shack"), Maxwell Jacob Friedman (a pro-wrestler) and newcomer Philip Schneider, "are just goons," Schneider said.
All came to the project strangers, though intimately familiar with a film they'd all grown up with. And everyone but Friedman, 29, had to prove they had a little skill on the ice.
"I looked like a goon so they just assumed I'd be fine on the rink," Friedman laughed.

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Philip Schneider as Bobby, Maxwell Friedman as Gordie, Ethan Cutkosky as Wayne, Conor Sherry as Terry and John Daly as John Daly in "Happy Gilmore 2." (Scott Yamano/Netflix via AP)]
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The four actors quickly found their rhythm together on set in Jersey City playing the rambunctious, troublemaking Gilmore spawn during the four-month shoot.
"The fast pace of stupidity that we got to and what made us family was such an amazing thing," Cutkosky, 25, said. "It's really hard to come by."
Friedman added: "In between scenes, we could like look at each other and know what we were thinking and make each other laugh without talking."
Schneider, 24, attributed the atmosphere to their on-screen dad Adam Sandler, who made the whole set feel like a family. His genius, Schneider said, "is that he gets people he wants to work with and just sees what happens. He trusts the chemistry."
For Sherry, it was helpful so early in his career to get to see how Sandler could be both a giant in the industry and so humble.
"That's the dream, right? To balance both," Sherry, 24, said. 
Eva Victor in "Sorry, Baby"

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eva Victor in a scene from "Sorry, Baby." (Mia Cioffy Henry/A24 via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    This image released by A24 shows Eva Victor in a scene from "Sorry, Baby." (Mia Cioffy Henry/A24 via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
One of the breakout films from Sundance was "Sorry, Baby," a poignant drama that's both funny and shattering about the aftermath of a traumatic event. It's the feature debut of triple threat Eva Victor who wrote, directed and stars as Agnes, a graduate student at a New England school.
"I wanted to make a film that was about feeling stuck when everyone around you keeps moving that really didn't center any violence," said Victor, 31, who goes by they/she pronouns. 
Victor, who had a recurring role on "Billions," was making short comedy videos online and writing for the satirical website Reductress when Oscar-winning "Moonlight" filmmaker Barry Jenkins messaged them and asked if they had any scripts. Now, that script is going to be in theaters on June 27, through A24.
"I hope the film finds people when they need it," Victor said.
Ben Wang in "Karate Kid: Legends"

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ben Wang in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    This image released by Sony Pictures shows Ben Wang in a scene from "Karate Kid: Legends." (Jonathan Wenk/Sony Pictures via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Ben Wang didn't know he was up against some 10,000 people vying to play the new Karate Kid.
The 25-year-old actor, best known for his role on the Disney+ series "American Born Chinese," learned that after the fact. But it was a stressful month of not sleeping very well while waiting to hear if he got it, he said.
"Karate Kid: Legends" (out May 30) brings together Jackie Chan's Mr. Han and Ralph Macchio's Daniel LaRusso for this new entry, about teenager at a new school, Wang's Li, who has to learn from both.
"It's a fun one to play," Wang said. "And I get to try to kick Jackie Chan which is new and exciting for me."
Nico Parker in "How to Train Your Dragon"
Nico Parker grew up with both the "How to Train Your Dragon" books and movies, so it was a dream come true when she got the chance to play Astrid in the new live-action adaptation (June 13).

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Mason Thames, left, and Nico Parker in a scene from "How to Train Your Dragon.", (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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"It's a difficult thing when there's already such a brilliant version of Astrid out there," Parker, 20, said. "The main thing that I really wanted to be prevalent in everything was how driven she is and how it doesn't come easy. It takes effort and skill and determination."
Parker, the daughter of actor Thandiwe Newton and director Ol Parker, has been on sets her whole life. She was only 11 when she filmed Tim Burton's "Dumbo." But this feels different, she said, because she really understands the scale and scope of being in a major franchise.
"To be older I feel as if I'm acknowledging way more what it means and doesn't mean," she said. "And I get much more stressed about it."
Benjamin Pajak in "The Life of Chuck"

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Benjamin Pajak in a scene from "The Life of Chuck." (Neon via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    This image released by Neon shows Benjamin Pajak in a scene from "The Life of Chuck." (Neon via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
You can't blame filmmaker Mike Flanagan for assuming Benjamin Pajak was a skilled dancer. Pajak made his Broadway debut as Winthrop in "The Music Man" with Hugh Jackman and Sutton Foster. But ask Pakaj, now 14, and he demurs that dancing is not exactly his strong suit.
But you would never guess to see him waltzing and sambaing across the floor (thanks to Mandy Moore's choreography) in "The Life of Chuck" (out June 6). 
"Film is so different from theater," Pajak said. "But there were just so many people kind of lifting me up and helping me throughout the process."
One of those was Mark Hamill, who plays his grandfather. Perhaps even more exciting than being in the movies? Sharing scenes with Luke Skywalker.
Krypto in "Superman"

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros.Pictures shows Krypto the dog, in a scene from "Superman." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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Superman's very good boy Krypto might be a computer-generated creation, but the inspiration was a very real dog: Filmmaker James Gunn's rescue Ozu. It was difficult transition to life in a home --- Ozu destroyed shoes, furniture and even his laptop. Gunn, who was at work writing "Superman," thought, "How difficult would it be if Ozu had superpowers?"

That was how Krypto came to be part of the newest "Superman" (out July 11) changing the story and the script. The white pup features prominently in the film's trailer. At the Puppy Bowl earlier this year Gunn said that Krypto is lovable and mischievous and has all of the powers of Superman -- and, yes, he can fly too. 
___
For more coverage of this summer's upcoming films, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/movies
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    Cheap parcels from China will no longer be duty-free. Here's what it means for buyers and sellers




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Shipping containers are seen ready for transport at the Guangzhou Port in the Nansha district in southern China's Guangdong province on April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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            Shipping containers are seen ready for transport at the Guangzhou Port in the Nansha district in southern China's Guangdong province on April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A made in China sticker is displayed on a hat at a store in Chinatown in San Francisco, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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            A made in China sticker is displayed on a hat at a store in Chinatown in San Francisco, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ANNE D'INNOCENZIO and DIDI TANG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Consumers can expect higher prices and delivery delays when the Trump administration ends a duty-free exemption on low-value imports from China Friday. 
The expiration of the so-called de minimis rule that has allowed as many as 4 million low-value parcels to come into the U.S. every day -- mostly from China -- is also forcing businesses that have built their models on sourcing production in China to rethink their practices in order to keep their costs down.
But some might actually benefit from the termination of the duty exemption. For instance, companies that make their goods in the U.S. may feel relief from the competition of cheap Chinese imports, and likely experience a brighter sales outlook. 
The move, which applies to goods originating from mainland China and Hong Kong, comes on top of President Donald Trump's new tariffs totaling 145% on China. Beijing has retaliated with tariffs of 125% on the U.S., fueling a trade war between the world's two largest economies. Sellers are already seeing cautious consumers.

    
On Wednesday, Trump called the de minimis exemption "a big scam going on against our country, against really small businesses." 
"We put an end to it," he said.

    
    
    
What's the de minimis provision? 
Introduced in 1938, the de minimis exception was intended to facilitate the flow of small packages valued at no more than $5, the equivalent of about $109 today. The threshold rose to $800 in 2016. But the rapid rise of cross-border e-commerce, driven by China, has challenged the intent of the decades-old customs exception rule.
Chinese exports of low-value packages soared to $66 billion in 2023, up from $5.3 billion in 2018, according to a February report by the Congressional Research Service. And the U.S. market has been a major destination.
Former President Joe Biden proposed a rule last year that said foreign companies can't avoid tariffs simply by shipping goods that they claim to be worth $800 or less. Trump tried in February to end the exception but his initial order was called off within days when it appeared the U.S. was not prepared to process and collect tariffs on the deluge of parcels coming in.

    
What's the impact on shoppers? 
Consumers will face higher prices and delivery delays now that parcels will go through a more complicated customs process to enter the U.S. involving declaration and duty payment. 
Businesses could factor tariffs into the final price, or they can list them separately in the same way as sales taxes. For instance, Temu, which is owned by the Chinese e-commerce company PDD Holdings, now lists "import charges" that have reportedly doubled many items' prices. (The retailer also has a "local warehouse" option for some products, which are shipped from within the U.S. and therefore avoids the import charge.) 
Meanwhile, Shein, now based in Singapore, has a checkout banner that reads, "Tariffs are included in the price you pay. You'll never have to pay extra at delivery."
Amazon says it's not planning to display added tariff costs next to product prices on its site -- despite a report that sparked speculation the e-commerce giant would soon show the new import charges, and the White House has made fiery comments denouncing the purported change.

    
What about sellers and carriers? 
Parcel carriers will be burdened with collecting duties, and the paperwork to comply with the new rule could result not only in higher prices but also delays and even disruptions to delivery, said Ram Ben Tzion of the vetting platform Publican.
Major commercial carriers such as UPS and FedEx have said they are well-equipped and prepared to collect duties on international parcels in compliance with local laws, including the new U.S. rule.
Commercial carriers will be collecting 145% tariffs on declared values. The U.S. Postal Service, a government agency that offers international mail service, can choose either to charge a 120% tariff on low-value packages or a flat fee of $100 per shipment, which is set to rise to $200 on June 1.
The U.S. Customs and Border Protection says it "stands ready to fully implement the restrictions on de minimis shipments and collect all revenue owed for these shipments on May 2, 2025."

    
However, experts have expressed concerns that the surge in the workload could be a serious challenge.
In January and February, more than 70% of the 216 million packages coming into the U.S. were originating from China, according to CBP.
What's the impact on businesses? 
Those that relied on the de minimis exemption are now having to adjust.
John Curry, owner and chief executive officer of HAPARI International, an Arizona-based swimwear business, had switched from bulk shipping to de minimis shipping about six months ago to improve cash flow, speed up delivery, and eventually eliminate U.S.-based warehousing. His company makes its products in China and sells them directly to U.S. customers via its own online storefront.
Curry said he planned to stay the course and pay the additional 145% duty -- one parcel at a time -- while waiting for the U.S. and China to work out a more sustainable approach.

    
"There has to be a solution because both countries cannot survive this way," Curry said.
Izzy Rosenzweig, founder and CEO of the logistic company Portless, helps businesses like HAPARI to ship goods from its China-based warehouse using the de minimis exemption. He says U.S. businesses are likely to stay in China for now given the competitiveness of the manufacturing base and of the supply chain in China but can be expected to raise prices.
And while businesses with good profit margins probably will continue to ship from China, those that run on razor-thin profit margins are likely to "go local", setting up more U.S.-based warehouses to defray tariff costs, he said.
Who benefits?
Trade groups representing flag manufacturers and bike dealers said they expect to benefit from the end of the duty exemption.
In written comments on the U.S. Trade Representative portal, for instance, the Flag Manufacturers Association of America said its members have been bombarded by an onslaught of American flag imports mostly made in China that are falsely marketed and significantly discounted. The group cited a drop of 25% to 35% in industrywide sales of American-made U.S. flags last year.
Larry Severini, CEO of Embroidery Solutions Manufacturing LLC, which makes the star fields for U.S. flag manufacturers, had to shutter one of his two plants in South Carolina earlier this year because of stiff competition from cheap imports. He noted sales have fallen 20% since 2021 in part because of the de minimis exemption. 
"We need duties to level the playing field to make it fair," Severini said.
The National Bike Dealers' Association's Heather Mason said shoppers often check out $2,000 bike from a trusted brand like Trek and then they find a lookalike online for $1,200 -- often with lower quality parts, no warranty, no service, and safety risks.

"Reputable brands follow strict safety, labor, and warranty standards," she said in an email to The Associated Press. "De minimis allowed bad actors to dodge these."
----
Tang reported from Washington.
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    Musk defends his work as he prepares to wind down at DOGE but gives hazy answers on future




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Elon Musk speaks during a cabinet meeting at the White House, Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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            By 
            MICHELLE L. PRICE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Elon Musk, preparing to step back from his work leading the Department of Government Efficiency, had a request of the reporters gathered at the White House to interview him: Before he would answer any questions, he wanted someone to tell him a joke.
The tech billionaire's request in the Roosevelt Room on Wednesday underscored the surreal and idiosyncratic presence of the world's richest man at the highest echelons of American power. Over the past few months, his work of downsizing the workforce has sent shocks through the federal government and drawn intense pushback, including protests of his electric vehicle company, Tesla.
Musing about his and DOGE's incongruous role in the U.S. government, he said, "It is funny that we've got DOGE."
"Doesn't the absurdity of that seem, like, like, are we in a simulation here or what's going on? But, like, it was a meme coin at one point," he said, laughing. "How did we get here?" 

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Elon Musk speaks during a cabinet meeting at the White House, Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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Musk, clad in all black but missing the two hats he had worn at Wednesday's earlier Cabinet meeting, defended DOGE's work as he prepares to scale back his government role and spend more time at his businesses. But he gave hazy answers about the work he'd been doing and DOGE's future, and he seemed taken aback by the intense backlash he'd encountered.



    
        




    




"Being attacked relentlessly is not super fun," he said. "Seeing cars burning is not fun," he added, referring to the instances of Tesla cars being smashed or set on fire.

    
    
    
"In the grand scheme of things, I think we've been effective. Not as effective as I'd like. I think we could be more effective," Musk said. "But we've made progress."
DOGE's large-scale slashings have been met with dozens of lawsuits. DOGE's attempts to access sensitive government information, including Social Security data, has similarly met resistance in court. And Democrats this week unveiled an online tracker tallying the federal funds approved by Congress that DOGE has blocked, setting up a constitutional struggle between two branches of government.

    
Musk wouldn't offer examples of anything he'd do differently, though DOGE is nowhere near its original savings goal and has overstated its progress.
DOGE had sought to cut spending by $1 trillion. Musk estimates he's cut $160 billion so far and acknowledged it would be hard to get anywhere close to $1 trillion.
"It's sort of, how much pain is the Cabinet and the Congress willing to take?" Musk said. "It can be done, but it requires dealing with a lot of complaints."
Musk didn't detail any of those complaints and said he has a good relationship with President Donald Trump's Cabinet. But when asked about clashes with certain members, particularly Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Musk said, "at times, there will be some disagreements with the Cabinet."
He defended DOGE's attempts to access Americans' personal data, dismissing concerns about a potential "surveillance state" by quipping, "Don't we already have a surveillance state?" He said DOGE needs to access the systems in its hunt for fraud, and said, "There has to be some way to reconcile the improper payments." 

    
He said DOGE has referred cases of suspected fraud to the Justice Department, though he offered few details, including how many referrals were made. Antonio Gracias, a Musk investor working for DOGE, pointed to the indictment last week of an Iraqi man living in New York on charges he illegally voted in the 2020 election. U.S. prosecutors said DOGE assisted in the investigation. 
Musk acknowledged there were some instances in which they had to restore the jobs of government workers who, in his words, were "accidently let go," like "some people that were doing important regulatory work or taking care of national parks."
When asked if he's found any areas where he'd recommended efficiencies beyond cuts, Musk veered into the nation's military strategy and said he has repeatedly recommended to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth that he should be spending more money on hypersonic missiles and long-range drones instead of on crewed systems.

    
Musk said DOGE is also working on improving connectivity for the nation's air traffic control system and reviewing plans to improve its software, but DOGE's primary goal is "trying to stop wasteful and fraudulent spending."
But on other points, he was vague.
Who will lead DOGE when he leaves? 
"DOGE is a way of life," he said. "Like Buddhism."
Will he retain the title of senior adviser to the president? 
"I guess."
Will DOGE wrap up its work by July 2026, as originally stated? 
"If the president wants us to stick to that date, we'll stick to that date."
How many of the roughly 100 DOGE employees will stay on the job while he winds down?
"Some will stay on. Some will not. So it's up to them. This is basically a volunteer organization." 
Is DOGE winding down?
"No, I think it will gain momentum."

    
Musk struck up a friendship with Trump during the 2024 campaign and spent nearly $300 million on the election -- the bulk of which went toward helping the Republican reclaim the White House. He has since become a constant presence with Trump for much of the first 100 days of the administration, regularly traveling with the president to his home in Florida on the weekends.
Musk said Wednesday that he was working on DOGE seven days a week during the first months of the administration, at times sleeping in the Lincoln Bedroom at Trump's invitation.
He declined to say just how many times he had slept at the White House but said the president had implored him to try the caramel ice cream from the kitchen.
"Don't tell RFK," Musk joked, referring to Trump's Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Musk described it as an "intense period" during which he was trying to understand and map out the federal government.
"It's a startup, effectively. A new administration is like a startup," he said.
But he said he is now scaling back his work on DOGE, spending one to two days a week on it, and he plans to be in Washington less. 
"Now we're getting more of a rhythm so the amount of time that's necessary for me to spend here is much less," he said. 
He also pointed to the limitation on his status as a special government employee, which means he can only work 130 days in a 365-day time period. 

He said he will keep his "tiny" office on the second floor of the West Wing that he said has "a view of nothing" -- a feature, he then remarked, that keeps him safe.
"It's harder to shoot me," he said. "There's not a good line of sight."
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    What to know about May Day and how it has grown over the years
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            Members of Argentina's main labor unions demonstrated in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, ahead of International Workers' Day, to protest President Javier Milei's austerity policies and to pay tribute to the late Pope Francis. (Victor R. Caivano)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participants in an immigration rights rally walk under a giant American flag during a march through downtown Chicago, May 1, 2006. (AP Photo/M. Spencer Green, File)]
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            Participants in an immigration rights rally walk under a giant American flag during a march through downtown Chicago, May 1, 2006. (AP Photo/M. Spencer Green, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: More than 300,000 demonstrators march to show support for immigrant rights in Chicago, May 1, 2006. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)]
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            More than 300,000 demonstrators march to show support for immigrant rights in Chicago, May 1, 2006. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of French far-left leader Jean-Luc Melenchon raises his fist as his leader delivers his speech during a protest over the president's labor reform in Paris, France, Sept. 23, 2017. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)]
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            A supporter of French far-left leader Jean-Luc Melenchon raises his fist as his leader delivers his speech during a protest over the president's labor reform in Paris, France, Sept. 23, 2017. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters march during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla, File)]
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            Protesters march during the May Day demonstration, Wednesday, May 1, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of French far-left leader Jean-Luc Melenchon are gathered on Republique square to listen their leader during a protest over the president's labor reform, in Paris, France, Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)]
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            SOPHIA TAREEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- From worker rights rallies to marches for social justice, activists around the globe kicked off May Day demonstrations on Thursday.
In some countries, it's a public holiday honoring labor, but activists planning marches in the United States say much of their message is about fighting back against President Donald Trump's policies targeting immigrants, federal workers and diversity programs. 
Thousands are expected at demonstrations from Tokyo to Chicago. In some parts of the U.S., though, fear sowed by the Trump administration is expected to keep some immigrants home.
"Everybody is under attack right now," said Jorge Mujica, a longtime labor leader from Chicago, where May Day rallies historically have had a large turnout.

    
What is May Day?
The roots of May Day, or International Workers Day, stretch back over a century to a turbulent and pivotal time in U.S. labor history.
In the 1880s, unions pushing for better workplace conditions began advocating for an eight-hour workday with widespread demonstrations and strikes. In May 1886, a Chicago labor rally turned deadly when a bomb was thrown and police retaliated with gunfire. Several labor activists, most of them immigrants, were convicted of conspiracy to incite violence among other charges. Four were hanged.
Unions later recommended that the workers be honored every May 1. A sculpture in Chicago's Haymarket Square commemorates them with an inscription that reads: "Dedicated to all workers of the world."

    
    
    
May Day rallies and riots
May Day marches, rallies and riots have taken place worldwide in recent years as unions push for better rights for workers, groups air economic grievances or activists call for an end to the war in Gaza.
While most demonstrations have been peaceful, there have been clashes with police.
Last year, police in Paris fired tear gas as thousands of protesters marched through the French capital, seeking better pay and working conditions. In New York City, May Day demonstrations coincided with rising tensions at college campuses over pro-Palestinian student encampments, resulting in numerous arrests.

    
This year, organizers in numerous cities, including New York, are calling for unity across many causes and groups. 
"We're organizing for a world where every family has housing, health care, fair wages, union protection, and safety -- regardless of race, immigration status, or zip code," the American Civil Liberty Union of New York said in a statement.
Other notable U.S. demonstrations include a workers rally at Philadelphia City Hall with Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders and demonstrations at the Colorado State Capitol and in Los Angeles, Seattle and Washington, D.C.

    
May Day immigration marches
While labor and immigrant rights are historically intertwined, the focus of May Day rallies in the U.S. shifted to immigration in 2006. That's when roughly 1 million people, including nearly half a million in Chicago alone, took to the streets to protest federal legislation that would've made living in the U.S. without legal permission a felony.
Crowds for May 1 demonstrations have since dwindled with advocacy groups splintering and shifting activism arenas such as voters rights.
This year in Chicago, organizers say activism starting Thursday will last until Cinco de Mayo with boycotts and walkouts. Their focus is workers' rights but also rising anti-immigrant rhetoric from Trump's administration. 
Organizers acknowledge a chilling effect on immigrant communities since Trump has cracked down on enforcement, especially in so-called sanctuary cities including Chicago. They're expecting lower numbers of immigrants but are expanding their outreach to more unions, including for teachers and nurses.
"There's a lot fear out there," said Omar Lopez, a longtime Chicago organizer.

    
Who celebrates May Day?
In some countries, May Day is a public holiday for workers, including France, Kenya and China, where it lasts five days. In Russia, Communist-led May Day celebrations were once massive affairs.
It's also a traditional spring celebration that's observed in ways that don't involve marching in the streets or civil disobedience.
In Hawaii, May 1 is called Lei Day, which isn't an official holiday, but a statewide celebration of the Hawaiian culture and the aloha spirit through the creation and giving of lei -- usually a necklace of flowers.

Elsewhere, people mark the holiday by leaving May Day baskets filled with gifts and flowers on the doorsteps of friends. The city of Annapolis, Maryland, is set to hold its 70th May Day Basket Competition, where residents and businesses outdo each other for the best floral arrangements.
"It's our community's way of saying goodbye to winter and welcoming the beauty and energy of spring," Annapolis Mayor Gavin Buckley said.
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                    Science

    Scientists once thought only humans could bob to music. Ronan the sea lion helped prove them wrong




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by researchers shows California sea lion Ronan in Santa Cruz, Calif., in 2023, under an NMFS 23554 permit. (Carson Hood/UC Santa Cruz via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by researchers in April 2025, shows California sea lion Ronan in Santa Cruz, Calif., under an NMFS 23554 permit. (Colleen Reichmuth/UC Santa Cruz via AP)]
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            This undated photo provided by researchers in April 2025, shows California sea lion Ronan in Santa Cruz, Calif., under an NMFS 23554 permit. (Colleen Reichmuth/UC Santa Cruz via AP)
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            CHRISTINA LARSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Ronan the sea lion can still keep a beat after all these years. 
She can groove to rock and electronica. But the 15-year-old California sea lion's talent shines most in bobbing to disco hits like "Boogie Wonderland."
"She just nails that one," swaying her head in time to the tempo changes, said Peter Cook, a behavioral neuroscientist at New College of Florida who has spent a decade studying Ronan's rhythmic abilities.
Not many animals show a clear ability to identify and move to a beat aside from humans, parrots and some primates. But then there's Ronan, a bright-eyed sea lion that has scientists rethinking the meaning of music.
A former rescue sea lion, she burst to fame around a decade ago after scientists reported her musical skills. From age 3, she has been a resident at the University of California, Santa Cruz's Long Marine Laboratory, where researchers including Cook have tested and honed her ability to recognize rhythms. 

    
Ronan joined a select group of animal movers and shakers -- which also includes Snowball the famed dancing cockatoo -- that together upended the long-held idea that the ability to respond to music and recognize a beat was distinctly human.
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What is particularly notable about Ronan is that she can learn to dance to a beat without learning to sing or talk musically. 
"Scientists once believed that only animals who were vocal learners -- like humans and parrots -- could learn to find a beat," said Hugo Merchant, a researcher at Mexico's Institute of Neurobiology, who was not involved in the Ronan research. 

    
    
    
But in the years since since Ronan came into the spotlight, questions emerged about whether she still had it. Was her past dancing a fluke? Was Ronan better than people at keeping a beat? 
To answer the challenge, Cook and colleagues devised a new study, published Thursday in the journal Scientific Reports. 
The result: Ronan still has it. She's back and she's better than ever.

    
This time the researchers focused not on studio music but on percussion beats in a laboratory. They filmed Ronan bobbing her head as the drummer played three different tempos -- 112, 120, and 128 beats per minute. Two of those beats Ronan had never been exposed to, allowing scientists to test her flexibility in recognizing new rhythms. 
And the researchers asked 10 college students to do the same, waving their forearm to changing beats. 
Ronan was the top diva. 
"No human was better than Ronan at all the different ways we test quality of beat-keeping," said Cook, adding that "she's much better than when she was a kid," indicating lifetime learning.
The new study confirms Ronan's place as one of the "top ambassadors" of animal musicality, said University of Amsterdam music cognition researcher Henkjan Honing, who was not involved in the study. 
Researchers plan to train and test other sea lions. Cook suspects other sea lions can also bob to a beat -- but that Ronan will still stand out as a star performer.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    NASA astronauts step outside space station to perform the 5th all-female spacewalk
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            NASA's Anne McClain emerged from the International Space Station on Thursday alongside Nichole Ayers for the 5th all-female spacewalk

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by NASA, astronauts Anne McClain and Nichole Ayers work outside the International Space Station during a spacewalk, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/NASA TV)]
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            In this image provided by NASA, astronauts Anne McClain and Nichole Ayers work outside the International Space Station during a spacewalk, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/NASA TV)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- An astronaut who missed out on the first all-female spacewalk because of a spacesuit sizing issue got her chance six years later on Thursday. 
NASA's Anne McClain emerged from the International Space Station alongside Nichole Ayers. Both military officers and pilots, they launched to the orbiting lab in March to replace NASA's two stuck astronauts, who are now back home. 
Minutes before floating out, McClain noticed strands of string on the index finger of her right glove. Mission Control briefly delayed the start of the spacewalk to make sure her glove was safe.
During their spacewalk, the pair will prepare the space station for another new set of solar panels and move an antenna on the 260-mile-high (420-kilometer-high) complex. 
The space station had to be raised into a slightly higher orbit Wednesday evening to avoid space junk: part of a 20-year-old Chinese rocket.

    
McClain, an Army colonel and helicopter pilot, should have taken part in the first all-female spacewalk in 2019, but there weren't enough medium-size suits. The first women-only spacewalk was by Christina Koch and Jessica Meir. The latest was the fifth all-female spacewalk in 60 years of spacewalking. 



    
        




    




Koch soon will become the first woman to fly to the moon. She and three male astronauts will fly around the moon without landing next year under NASA's Artemis program, the successor to Apollo.

    
    
    
Men still outnumber women in NASA's astronaut corps.
Of NASA's 47 active astronauts, 20 are women. And of the seven astronauts currently living at the space station, McClain and Ayers are the only women. It was the first spacewalk for Ayers, an Air Force major and former fighter pilot, and the third for McClain.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nasa-astronauts-all-female-spacewalk-d2dfe696bfaaef8bae8de27cd846355a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Science

    Ancient DNA confirms New Mexico tribe's link to famed Chaco Canyon site




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: People cast shadows on the ancient Anasazi ruins of Chaco Culture National Historical Park in New Mexico on Nov. 21, 1996. AP Photo/Eric Draper, File)]


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            People cast shadows on the ancient Anasazi ruins of Chaco Culture National Historical Park in New Mexico on Nov. 21, 1996. AP Photo/Eric Draper, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by researchers, Clifford Tsosie stands in front of the Round House in Picuris Pueblo, N.M., in April 2024. It is one of the Picuris' ritual rooms, used by members of the summer and winter society for rituals and meetings. (Thomaz Pinotti via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by researchers, Clifford Tsosie stands in front of the Round House in Picuris Pueblo, N.M., in April 2024. It is one of the Picuris' ritual rooms, used by members of the summer and winter society for rituals and meetings. (Thomaz Pinotti via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pueblo Bonito, the largest archeological site at Chaco Culture National Historical Park, is seen in northwestern New Mexico, on Aug. 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio, File)]
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            Pueblo Bonito, the largest archeological site at Chaco Culture National Historical Park, is seen in northwestern New Mexico, on Aug. 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Cedar Attanasio, File)
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                                        For the first time, a federally recognized Indigenous tribe in the U.S. has led research using DNA to show their ancestral history. 
The Picuris Pueblo, a sovereign nation in New Mexico, has oral histories and cultural traditions that link the tribe to the region of Chaco Canyon, one of the ancient centers of Pueblo culture and society.
"We've been telling our stories as long as time immemorial," said Picuris Lt. Gov. Craig Quanchello. But he said those traditions were often "overlooked and erased."
As members of the Picuris Pueblo seek a greater voice in shaping decisions about the future of Chaco Canyon, where debates about oil and gas drilling loom, leaders including Quanchello decided that using DNA sequencing to complement or corroborate their oral histories could be a useful tool. The group began a collaboration with an international team of geneticists. 

    
"The DNA could help us protect" our heritage, he said. "Now we can say, 'This is ours, we need to protect it.'" 
The findings, published Thursday in the journal Nature, show close links between the genomes of 13 current members of Picuris and ancient DNA recovered from 16 Picuris individuals who lived between 1300 A.D. and 1500 A.D. in or near Chaco Canyon. 



    
        




    




"The results show a strong relationship between ancient and present-day Picuris," said co-author Thomaz Pinotti, a geneticist at the University of Copenhagen.

    
    
    
The genetic analysis was led by the Picuris. The researchers said this model of collaboration contrasts with a long history of archaeologists and geneticists seizing and studying artifacts and remains without the consent of Indigenous groups. 
"It wasn't an easy decision" to begin the collaboration with scientists, said co-author and Picuris Gov. Wayne Yazza. "This is life-changing data." 
There are 19 Pueblo tribes in New Mexico. The new study does not refute the historic connections of other tribes to Chaco Canyon. 

    
Chaco Culture National Historical Park is a UNESCO World Heritage site managed by the U.S. National Park Service. It is famous for sweeping desert vistas and for monumental sandstone structures -- including multistory homes and ceremonial structures -- built by ancestral Pueblos. 
"It's super important that we don't talk about Chaco in the category of 'lost civilizations,' like the Egyptian pyramids or Stonehenge," said Paul Reed, a preservation archaeologist at Archaeology Southwest, who was not involved in the study. That notion "is particularly damaging in this instance because it disenfranchises the Pueblo people who live all around the canyon to this day."
Brian Vallo, a member of the Acoma Pueblo who leads the Chaco Heritage Tribal Association, said a current concern revolves around drilling and mining permits on federal land adjacent to the park, which also impact the environment within the canyon. 
"We have these close connections because our ancestors migrated and built these places -- they remain central to the preservation of our own Indigenous culture," said Vallo, who was not part of the research. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump touts his accomplishments at 100 days but at times falls short on the facts
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            President Donald Trump celebrated the 100th day of his second term in office with a campaign-style rally in Michigan Tuesday, touting successes and focusing on grudges while U.S. consumer confidence plunged to a Covid-era low.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump walks on stage to speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump walks on stage to speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        In a visit Tuesday to Warren, Michigan, President Donald Trump celebrated his first 100 days back in office by touting his accomplishments, while embellishing some and misrepresenting others.
The speech of about 90 minutes was reminiscent of a campaign rally and covered much of the same ground as he lobbed insults at the previous administration and detractors.
In highlighting his accomplishments, he made a number of false and misleading statements on topics such as the state of the economy and the price of eggs.
Here's a look at the facts.
Trump exaggerates drop in gas prices
TRUMP: "Gasoline was almost $4 not so long ago. And now, Mike, we just hit $1.98 in a lot of states. Think of it."
THE FACTS: As of Tuesday, no state had an average gas price of $1.98. Mississippi had the lowest price, at $2.67 per gallon of regular gas. Trump previously made this claim about the level of gas prices on April 16, but they had not fallen as low as $1.98 that day either -- or any day in the last two weeks. Mississippi and Tennessee were tied for the lowest average price on April 16, at $2.707 per gallon of regular gas.

    
National average prices rose under former President Joe Biden to a high of $5.01 in June 2022 before falling to $3.09 in December of that year. Prices rose again to a high of $3.88 in September 2023, but were down to $3.139 in December 2024. They were at $3.13 nationally as of Tuesday. The last time prices surpassed $4 was in August 2022.

    
    
    
Cost of eggs not as low as Trump says
TRUMP: "Since I took office, the cost of eggs is down 87% now."
THE FACTS: The retail price of a dozen large eggs decreased in price to $2.07 in September 2023, but has been on the rise since October 2024. As of March, they were up to $6.23.
Wholesale egg prices, on the other hand, fell significantly in March, but not by 87%. They were at a high of $8.17 for a dozen large eggs on March 3 and had dropped to $2.92 by March 26 -- a decrease of approximately 64%.

    
University of Arkansas agricultural economist Jada Thompson told the AP earlier this month that because the wholesale prices did not start dropping until mid-March, there may not have been enough time for the average price for the month to decline. And grocery stores may not have immediately passed on the lower prices.
Inflation was already falling under Biden
TRUMP: "We're ending the inflation nightmare. The worst that we've had, probably in the history of our country."
THE FACTS: Inflation started falling long before Trump started his second term. Inflation peaked at 9.1% in June 2022 after rising steadily in the first 17 months of Biden's presidency from a low of 0.1% in May 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic. As of December, it had fallen to 2.9%. The most recent data shows that, as of March, it had fallen to 2.4%. Other historical periods have seen higher inflation, such as a more than 14% rate in 1980, according to the Federal Reserve. 

    
Coal production is cleaner, but it still creates emissions
TRUMP: "We stopped their crusade on coal. Did you see what I did the other day? Clean, beautiful coal."
THE FACTS: The production of coal is cleaner now than it has been historically, but that doesn't mean it's clean.
Planet-warming carbon dioxide emissions from the coal industry have decreased over the past 30 years, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Energy lobbyist Scott Segal told the AP earlier this month that "the relative statement that coal-fired electricity is cleaner than ever before is true, particularly when emissions are measured per unit of electricity produced."
And yet, coal production worldwide still needs to be reduced sharply to address climate change, according to United Nations-backed research.
Along with carbon dioxide, burning coal emits sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides that contribute to acid rain, smog and respiratory illnesses, according to the EIA.
Trump misleads on Biden-era 'electric vehicle mandate'
TRUMP: "I terminated Joe Biden's insane electric vehicle mandate where you were mandated to buy an electric vehicle. You were mandated within just a few years to buy an electric vehicle."
THE FACTS: It's misleading to claim that the Biden administration implemented such a mandate. In April 2023, the Environmental Protection Agency announced strict limits on greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles. The agency said these limits could be met if 67% of new-vehicle sales are electric by 2032.

    
And yet, the new rule did not include a requirement for automakers to boost electric vehicle sales directly. It set emissions limits and allowed automakers to choose how to meet them.
EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced on March 12 that the agency would reconsider the rule, but it has not yet been terminated.

In 2019, Kamala Harris co-sponsored a bill as a U.S. senator called the Zero-Emission Vehicles Act that would have required 100% of new passenger vehicles sold to be zero-emission by 2040. The bill, which stalled in committee, did not ban ownership of vehicles that produce emissions. ___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump credited with rising military recruitment. Growth started before his reelection




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: U.S. military members attend to patients as part of a program with Panama's Health Ministry, in Sardinilla, Panama, Thursday, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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            U.S. military members attend to patients as part of a program with Panama's Health Ministry, in Sardinilla, Panama, Thursday, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth listens as President Donald Trump meets with Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store during a bilateral meeting in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, April 24, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        U.S. military recruitment has made a comeback following a downturn caused primarily by the COVID-19 pandemic, low unemployment and stiff competition from the private sector.
Posts circulating widely on social media give President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth credit for this increase, a claim that has been pushed by the president and others in his administration.
But Defense Department data shows the uptick began well before Trump's reelection in November and experts point to actions taken by the military during the Biden administration as key reasons for the increase.
Here's a look at the facts.
CLAIM: President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth are causing military recruitment numbers to skyrocket.
THE FACTS: This is an overstatement and is missing context. Recruitment numbers for all military branches have been on the rise for the last few years, according to Defense Department data. Experts cite factors such as improving recruitment strategies, increased bonuses and new prep courses that predated the 2024 presidential election as factors in the change, although they acknowledge Trump's election could have also played a role.

    
"There may be some American teenagers or their parents, more likely, who were more comfortable joining the military in a Republican administration than a Democratic administration," said Katherine Kuzminski, director of studies at the independent Washington think tank Center for a New American Security and an expert on military recruitment. "But I don't think that alone explains why we've seen an increase lately."



    
        




    




Military enlistment was 12.5% higher in fiscal year 2024, which ran from Oct. 1, 2023 to Sept. 30, 2024, than in fiscal year 2023. There were 225,000 new recruits in the former and 200,000 in the latter, said Katie Helland, who oversees recruitment policies and programs as the Defense Department's director of Military Accession Policy, at a media roundtable in October. Those totals include both active and reserve troops in all five military branches, as well as about 4,800 Navy recruits from fiscal year 2024 who signed contracts, but could not be shipped out due to basic training limitations.

    
    
    
And the recruiting numbers for the current fiscal year 2025, which started the month before Trump's election, have continued to increase. 

    
In an interview with The Associated Press in January, then-Army Secretary Christine Wormuth said the Army is on pace to bring in 61,000 young people by the end of the fiscal year in September and will have more than 20,000 additional young people signed up in the delayed entry program for 2026. It will be the Army's second straight year of meeting its enlistment goals.
"What's really remarkable is the first quarter contracts that we have signed are the highest rate in the last 10 years," Wormuth said. "We are going like gangbusters, which is terrific."
Some on social media have given Trump and Hegseth sole credit for the improving numbers, this week citing a Fox News graphic that aired Tuesday during a "Fox & Friends" interview with Hegseth. The graphic compared cumulative recruitment numbers for the first two months of the current fiscal year with those of the first five months.

    
"Holy smokes. Military recruitment is THROUGH THE ROOF," reads one X post sharing the Fox graphic. "Absolutely smashing every goal. This is what happens when you have strong leadership."
Kuzminski noted there's no data to back up whether Trump's election had been a factor in the most recent increase in recruiting numbers.
"We can't rule out that for some people it was a factor, but the real way to get around that would be to actually do more qualitative surveys or interviews like," she said.
The Department of Defense did not respond to a request for comment beyond providing numbers around recruitment. 
Its most recent Joint Advertising Market Research Survey, published in January, does not list politics among the top reasons for either joining or not joining the military. 
The survey polled youth ages 16-21. Fifty-three percent of respondents listed "pay/money" in response to the question, "If you were to consider joining the U.S. Military, what would be the main reason(s)?"

    
Seventy-two percent chose "possibility of physical injury/death" in response to the question, "What would be the main reason(s) why you would NOT consider joining the U.S. Military?"
Prior to the recent uptick in recruits, military services struggled to overcome severe restrictions on in-person recruiting mandated by the COVID-19 pandemic, the low unemployment rate and stiff competition from private companies able to pay more and provide similar or better benefits.
Kuzminski said modernizing recruitment efforts was a major factor in improving the numbers. Instead of relying on recruiting centers in strip malls, for example, she said there has been a push over the last 20 years to "think about capturing American youth where they exist online and not just in person."

    
Another barrier to recruitment has been the number of potential recruits who are qualified for enlistment. According to the most recent Defense Department data available, 77% of youth 17 to 24 years old do not qualify for military service without some type of waiver for issues such as weight, drug abuse or mental health.
Military officials and experts have pointed to prep courses intended to help potential recruits meet academic and physical military standards as helping to solve this issue. The Army launched its Future Soldier Preparatory Course in August 2022. The Navy began its own program, the Future Sailor Preparatory Course, in April 2023.
Enticements, such as bonuses for recruiters who exceed their baseline enlistment requirement and promotions for young enlisted soldiers who successfully bring in recruits, also play a role.

Mark Cancian, a senior adviser in the Center for Strategic and International Studies' defense and security department, said, "In part, I think you're seeing the results of money that the Biden administration put in, and Congress too, the incentives are greater." 
But, he added, "I think that, to be honest, Hegseth, I think he has excited a certain part of the American society."
He noted that, ultimately, there isn't enough data yet to know the impact Trump and Hegseth have had on military recruitment.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    FACT FOCUS: Examining RFK Jr.'s claims about measles, autism and diet as head of HHS




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a news conference on the Autism report by the CDC at the Hubert Humphrey Building Auditorium in Washington, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. attends a swearing in ceremony for Dr. Mehmet Oz to be Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, April 18, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In just two months as the federal health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has made sweeping changes to the Department of Health and Human Services -- and its priorities. 
He's dismissed 10,000 public health workers, met with state governors who want to restrict unhealthy foods in taxpayer-funded programs and delivered an inconsistent message on vaccines as measles outbreaks across the country have sickened hundreds. Last week, he promised to find some of the causes of rising U.S. autism rates in under six months' time.
Kennedy's followers -- a contingent of health-conscious moms, Republicans loyal to President Donald Trump and others -- have celebrated his "Make America Healthy Again" initiatives. But scientists and public health experts have expressed dismay over some of Kennedy's statements about Americans' diets, vaccines, measles and autism. Here's a look at some of those claims Kennedy has made, with additional context and facts.


Autism
KENNEDY, at a news conference Wednesday: Studies show that autism rates in the U.S. were "1 in 10,000 when I was a kid" compared to a recent U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study that found it to be 1 in 31. He says that is evidence of an autism epidemic in the U.S. and that, "we know it's an environmental exposure. It has to be." 
THE FACTS: It's true that in the 20th century, only 1 in 10,000 children were diagnosed with autism --- the diagnosis was rare and given only to kids with severe problems communicating or socializing and those with unusual, repetitive behaviors. But the term became shorthand for a group of milder, related conditions known as ''autism spectrum disorders," and the number of kids labeled as having some form of autism began to balloon. 

    
    
    
The term "epidemic" is widely used to describe surges in different health problems -- like autism, obesity and gun violence, to name a few. But strictly speaking, "epidemic" is defined as a fast-spreading outbreak of disease, and there's not good evidence that autism meets that definition. 

    
Health officials have largely attributed growing autism numbers to better recognition of cases, through wide screening and better diagnosis. Last week, the CDC said diagnosis rate is up to 1 in 31 children. 
There are no blood or biologic tests for autism; it is diagnosed by making judgments about a child's behavior. Research has looked at a variety of other possible explanations, including genetics, the age of the father, the weight of the mother and chemicals in the environment.
Prior to his rise to health secretary, Kennedy joined anti-vaccine advocates in claiming childhood vaccines are responsible for autism, but studies by the CDC and others have ruled that out. A fraudulent single study that claimed a link between the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine was later retracted by the journal that published it. 
Kennedy recently announced a major study into the cause of autism and told an April 10 Cabinet meeting: "By September we will know what has caused the autism epidemic and we'll be able to eliminate those exposures." But last week, he softened that to having "some of the answers by September."
-- Mike Stobbe and Devi Shastri

    
Vaccines
KENNEDY, in interview with Sean Hannity that aired on Fox News on March 11: "There are adverse events from the vaccine. It does cause deaths every year. It causes -- it causes all the illnesses that measles itself causes, encephalitis and blindness, et cetera. And so people ought to be able to make that choice for themselves."
THE FACTS: The measles vaccine is safe and its risks are lower than the risks of complications from measles. There have been no documented deaths from the MMR vaccine in healthy, non-immunocompromised people, according to the Infectious Diseases Society of America.
Most people who get the MMR vaccine have no serious problems from it, the CDC says. The most common side effects are mild: a sore arm, fever, mild rash and temporary joint pain or stiffness in teenage or adult women who don't already have rubella immunity. There is a very small risk of febrile seizures that increases as infants get older, which is why the shot is recommended as early as possible. 

    
Some people can have allergic reactions; people allergic to the antibiotic neomycin should not get the shot, according to the CDC.
-- Devi Shastri
KENNEDY, in an April interview with CBS: "We're always going to have measles, no matter what happens, as the (MMR) vaccine wanes very quickly." 
THE FACTS: The measles vaccine is highly protective and lasts a lifetime for most people. Two doses of the vaccine are 97% effective against the virus, according to the CDC and medical experts worldwide. Before the vaccine was introduced in 1963, the U.S. saw some 3 million to 4 million cases per year. Now, it's usually fewer than 200 in a normal year.

    
Usually, most measles cases come to the U.S. from abroad. This is why high vaccination rates are important. When 95% or more people are vaccinated, entire communities are considered protected from the virus, which is important for people who are too young or who cannot get the vaccine due to health issues. 
-- Devi Shastri
Measles
KENNEDY, in a CBS interview posted April 9, discussing death of 8-year-old child in Texas who had measles: "The thing that killed (her) was not the measles, but it was a bacteriological infection." 
THE FACTS: Two children in Texas have died -- both from measles complications, according to the Texas State Department of Health and Human Services. The state health department has made clear that the children were not vaccinated and had no underlying conditions. Doctors at University Medical Center in Lubbock who treated the 8-year-old said she died of "measles pulmonary failure." 
Claiming that patients die of complications and not the actual disease that led to them is a tactic that anti-vaccine advocates have used to undermine Texas health experts since the first child died of measles in March -- and in other outbreaks before that. It's also a talking point that Kennedy, who spent 20 years as one of the world's leading anti-vaccine activists, continues to amplify. 
Measles complications can include pneumonia, brain swelling and other respiratory or neurological complications, which can lead to death in 1 to 3 of every 1,000 children who are infected, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
---Devi Shastri
KENNEDY, in April 6 in an X post, said two Texas doctors "have treated and healed some 300 measles-stricken Mennonite children using aerosolized budesonide and clarithromycin."
THE FACTS: Pediatricians note there is no cure for measles: It is a virus that the body has to fight off on its own. The best way to protect against the risks of measles is to get vaccinated to lower the chance of contracting it. 
Budesonide is a steroid used in different forms to treat asthma, ulcerative colitis and other conditions. Clarithromycin is an antibiotic; it fights bacteria, not viruses. Neither drug is recommended for treating measles -- the use is "risky and unproven" -- the American Academy of Pediatrics says. 
"There are no miracle cures for measles," Dr. Sean O'Leary, who chairs the academy's Committee on Infectious Diseases, recently said in a fact check on the organization's website. "If your child becomes sick with measles, doctors will do everything we can to care for them, but the truth is we do not have effective treatments against this viral infection."
---Devi Shastri
Nutrition and obesity
KENNEDY, at an April 15 event in Indianapolis, said 70% of Americans are obese or overweight, compared to 3% of Americans during President John F. Kennedy's tenure in the early 1960s.
THE FACTS: Nearly three-quarters of Americans are overweight, including about 40% with obesity, according to recent figures from the CDC. Between 1960 and 1962, about 13% of people in the U.S. had obesity, according to historic CDC data. 
The rise in obesity in the U.S. and other developed countries in recent decades has been well-documented and studied. Experts say there is no single explanation for the increase, but that it stems from a combination of factors, including biological and environmental contributors, an increase in available calories and a decline in physical activity. Changes in the food supply, including the development of high-calorie, cheap ultraprocessed foods have been linked to obesity, but exactly how these foods affect weight gain remains unclear. 
KENNEDY at April 10 cabinet meeting regarding food dyes: "We've shown now that this directly affects academic performance, violence in the schools, and mental health, as well as physical health."
THE FACTS: Recent research shows synthetic food colors common in U.S. foods are linked to neurobehavioral problems in children and that the dyes may cause or exacerbate symptoms, particularly hyperactivity. In addition, children may vary widely in their sensitivity to the dyes.
"It is clear that some children are likely to be more adversely affected by food dyes than others," researchers in California's Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment reported in 2021. 
Those responses have the potential to affect school work and behaviors such as aggression, but to date there is no clear evidence of a direct relationship between food dyes and academic performance, violence or other mental and physical conditions, scientists say. 
To date, scientific evidence shows that "most children have no adverse effects when consuming foods containing color additives," according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which regulates the dyes. 
KENNEDY on March 28 during a speech in West Virginia to encourage restrictions to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: "Twenty years ago, there was no diabetes in China. Today 50% of the population is diabetic."
THE FACTS: Diabetes prevalence has gone up in China over the past two decades, driven by rising living standards, urbanization and an aging population. About 6.1% of the population had diabetes in 2001-2002, according to a 2005 analysis.
But that has only grown to to 12.4%, according to latest data included in a Lancet report in 2024.
-- JoNel Aleccia
___
AP reporter Amanda Seitz in Washington contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rfk-vaccines-autism-measles-obesity-food-dye-f26089856550e978d28fd25b653d8103



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Sports

    NHL players are all about pregame routine, whether it's naps, walking the dog or eating same meal




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dallas Stars center Matt Duchene, front, drives past Colorado Avalanche defenseman Sam Malinski in the second period of Game 3 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 23, 2025, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Colorado Avalanche defenseman Devon Toews, left, fights for control of the puck with Dallas Stars center Matt Duchene, right, in the second period of Game 4 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff series Saturday, April 26, 2025, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Brayden McNabb (3) and Minnesota Wild center Gustav Nyquist (41) fall to the ice during the third period of Game 2 of a first-round NHL hockey playoff series Tuesday, April 22, 2025, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)]
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[image: Vegas Golden Knights right wing Reilly Smith (19) scores a goal past Minnesota Wild goaltender Filip Gustavsson (32) during the third period of Game 3 of a first-round NHL hockey playoff series Thursday, April 24, 2025, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Minnesota Wild goaltender Filip Gustavsson (32) and defenseman Jake Middleton (5) defend against a shot attempt by Vegas Golden Knights right wing Mark Stone (61) during the third period of Game 3 of a first-round NHL hockey playoff series Thursday, April 24, 2025, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)]
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[image: Dallas Stars center Tyler Seguin, front left, puts a shot on Colorado Avalanche goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood, front right, as defenseman Samuel Girard, back right, blocks Dallas center Matt Duchene in the first period of Game 3 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff series Wednesday, April 23, 2025, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Washington Capitals center Lars Eller (20) tries to get the puck past Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen (31) and Mark Jankowski (77) during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Thursday, April 10, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)]
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[image: Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour watches action behind players Mark Jankowski (77), Jack Roslovic (96) and his son Skyler Brind'Amour during first period NHL hockey action against the Montreal Canadiens in Montreal on Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (Christinne Muschi/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings left wing Kevin Fiala celebrates a goal by center Phillip Danault during the second period in Game 1 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff series against the Edmonton Oilers, Monday, April 21, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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                                        Before games, Dallas forward Matt Duchene relies on the same, tried-and-true routine. He blocks out a two-hour window for a nap, eats an identical meal -- pasta and salmon -- and spends time reviewing notes he's made in his journal.
Like many NHL players and coaches, Duchene is a creature of habit. Little pregame rituals and routines help them slip into the proper frame of mind for the next big game.
These familiar patterns can be sleep- or food-related. Or revolve around how they get dressed for a game. Or the way they warm up. Or how they tinker with their hockey sticks. Or be as simple as taking their dog for a walk.
Be careful, though, to lump these in with superstitions like Patrick Roy talking to his goalposts or Brendan Shanahan listening to Madonna. 
"I have a routine, but I don't think that means you're superstitious," Avalanche defenseman Erik Johnson explained. "Lots of guys have routines."



    
        




    




Serve it up
Food seems to be a common theme. Many have their go-to menu on game day.
For Vegas forward Pavel Dorofeyev, it's pasta with alfredo sauce and chicken, while Stars forward Mikko Rantanen prefers chicken, pasta and sweet potatoes. Vegas forward Tomas Hertl has the same breakfast every morning -- scrambled eggs with mushrooms, ham and onions. 
It used to be 13 meatballs with lingonberry sauce and mashed potatoes with gravy for Minnesota Wild goalie Filip Gustavsson. But he's changed it up this season.

    
    
    
"Went to a restaurant instead," Gustavsson said. "It makes it a little easier."
On the ice, Avalanche goaltender Scott Wedgewood follows the same steps before each period. He taps the crossbar, the right post, left post, back to his blade and the crossbar, each pad twice and then his gloves.
"That's just been a game-on, turn-the-engine-on, type thing," said Wedgewood, whose pregame meal is usually chickpea pasta with marinara sauce, two chicken breasts and a bowl of chicken noodle soup. "If I didn't do it, I don't think it would mentally screw me up." 

    
Coaches aren't immune to their routines, either.
Over the years, Stars coach Pete DeBoer has taken to walking through downtown Denver to get to the arena (the Stars and Avalanche are meeting for a second straight postseason). It's become a tradition for him.
"I'm probably going to get mugged now that I'm telling you this," DeBoer cracked. "It's a nice walk to the hotel."
Sometimes, he even stops along the way at a pizza joint for a slice.
"They have a jalapeno-popper pizza with grape jelly," DeBoer said. "Sounds crazy, but may be the best thing I've ever tasted."
Game days
All routines are subject to change. Unless, of course, it involves how players put on their uniform.
"I always dress (the same) -- left skate, left shin pad, left elbow (pad), but I don't even think about it," Hertl said. "I just do it."
Same with Vegas defenseman Ben Hutton: "I kiss the inside of my jersey when I put it on," he said.
One frequent requirement -- sneaking in a pregame nap. If they can't sleep, at least they log some chill time.
"I nap around the same time, that's just routine more than ritual. I was a little bit more (superstitious) when I was younger, but with my life the way it is, I've kind of had to change my schedule on the fly with a busy household," said Golden Knights defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, who has four kids, including triplets. "I try not to overthink it."

    
Following morning home skates, Carolina forward Mark Jankowski typically takes Lucy, his 6-year-old golden retriever, for a stroll.
"Get some sunlight," said Jankowski, who was acquired by the Hurricanes in March. "Get the legs moving a little bit."
Then, a pregame meal for Jankowski, followed by slipping on a pair of Normatec boots -- compression therapy to enhance circulation. He naps (60-90 minutes) before taking off for the rink.

    
Keeping it loose
Washington goaltender Logan Thompson used to have numerous superstitions, including not stepping on cracks. It got to the point where, "if I would mess one up or if I would do something wrong, I think it would throw off my whole game," he explained.
"Over the last two years just switched it up of making sure my body feels good and just keeping it loose," Thompson added. "I feel like when you overthink too much, that's when issues happen."
For keeping it loose, he credits "sewer ball," a game played in some corner of a hockey arena all over. Players form a circle and try to keep a ball from hitting the ground. If a player can't, they're out. The exact rules are always subject to debate.
"A good way to keep my mind off the game," Thompson said.
As part of his pregame routine, Hertl cranks up the tunes. These days, his playlist is heavy Czech music because it's been setting the proper goal-scoring mood. 
"I'm the kind of guy who can listen to everything," Hertl said. "I like just the songs I kind of know I can sing along. I have a terrible voice, I can't sing, but this I do by myself."

    
Other ways that players loosen up for a game: Gustavsson, like many, kicks around a soccer ball, while Vegas defenseman Noah Hanifin takes a cold plunge. Hanifin's teammate Brayden McNabb chomps on gum (peppermint) in warmups. 
Players spend all sorts of time making sure their equipment is as prepared as them. Avalanche forward Jonathan Drouin spray-paints the bottom of his sticks to add a little extra weight. Stars forward Mason Marchment makes sure his stick is stiff and newly taped.
Duchene slightly tweaks his routine depending on if it's a road or home game. On the road, he includes rice with his pasta and salmon. At home, it's salad. He also naps in a hyperbaric chamber before home games.
"As a younger player, I was extremely superstitious, and I hated it," said Duchene, who writes the title of a song -- "Jim Bob" by Hardy -- on his stick. "I did everything to the minute before a game. I was almost obsessive about it. I got away from it a few years back.

"My biggest thing is you do what you do to get prepared, and then you just throw the gear on and go play," he added. "That's the most pure form of playing hockey. That's how you do it your whole life. You don't need to do 'A-through-Z' to get ready."
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno, AP Sports Writers Aaron Beard and Dave Campbell and Associated Press Writer W.G. Ramirez contributed to this report.
__
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                    U.S. News

    A woodpecker has invaded a Massachusetts neighborhood. Residents are taking it in stride
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            A mating-season crazed woodpecker had damaged dozens of car mirrors in Rockport, Massachusetts, but residents remain amused rather than angry at their feathered neighbor (AP Video: Rodrique Ngowi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a woodpecker rests on a pick-up truck door, admiring its reflection in the sideview mirror, outside a home during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)]
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            In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a woodpecker rests on a pick-up truck door, admiring its reflection in the sideview mirror, outside a home during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a woodpecker rests on a camper, admiring its reflection in a window, outside a home during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)]
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            In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a woodpecker rests on a camper, admiring its reflection in a window, outside a home during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a recreational vehicle's broken side mirror, caused by a rogue woodpecker, is seen in the driveway of a home, during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)]
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            In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a recreational vehicle's broken side mirror, caused by a rogue woodpecker, is seen in the driveway of a home, during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a woodpecker rests on a tree outside a home during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)]
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            In this photograph provided by Janelle Favaloro, a woodpecker rests on a tree outside a home during April 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (Janelle Favaloro photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ben Favaloro poses next to a replacement sideview mirror on his pick-up truck, after the original was broken by a rogue woodpecker earlier in the month, Monday, April 28, 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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            Ben Favaloro poses next to a replacement sideview mirror on his pick-up truck, after the original was broken by a rogue woodpecker earlier in the month, Monday, April 28, 2025, in Rockport, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        ROCKPORT, Mass. (AP) -- Rockport residents have a history of fighting off invaders, but not this time.
During the War of 1812, townsfolk in the tiny fishing village hurled rocks at British soldiers using their stockings as slings. Now, they're slinging trash bags and towels over the side mirrors of their cars to protect them from a destructive and determined pileated woodpecker.
Over the last few weeks, the bird has broken more than two dozen mirrors and at least one vehicle's side window. But residents are taking the violence in stride.
"Everybody's having a good laugh about it," said Ben Favaloro. "Nobody wants harm to the bird. He's always welcome back."
Favaloro, who has lived in the neighborhood for nearly four decades, said he's seen the occasional woodpecker on the side of houses in years past and he removed several trees last summer that were damaged beyond recovery. But the attacking of glass is a new phenomenon.

    
"Initially, we just noticed that all the mirrors had been adjusted. It looked like maybe there's a child in the neighborhood that was going around pushing the mirrors down," he said. But then his sister-in-law spotted the roughly 21-inch (53-centimeter) tall woodpecker on Favaloro's truck, pecking at the side mirror.
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[image: A worker fixes the side mirror of a newly refurbished decorated truck at a yard for workshops in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday, April 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Pakistani truck art elevates heavy transport into mobile masterpieces
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matthew and Rachel Borriello on their wedding day in Egg Harbor, N.J. on July 31, 2022. (Asher Gardner Photography via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Late photographers. Surly photographers. Here's how to make sure wedding memories are made
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Given their enormous size, piliated woodpeckers are plenty strong enough to break mirrors, but such behavior is "definitely weird," said Pamela Hunt, senior biologist for avian conservation at the New Hampshire Audubon.

    
    
    
"Lots of birds will be aggressive against reflections in mirrors, but I don't usually hear about woodpeckers," she said. "They don't usually peck at their opponents, they kind of chase them around."
She said the woodpecker might be "a little stupid" and is trying to defend its territory and scare away what it sees as competition. The damage coincides with the mating season for pileated woodpeckers and resident Barbara Smith said she'd be fine with "lots of little woodpeckers" around, though she hopes they won't be as destructive.

    
"Woodpeckers have to do what woodpeckers do," she said. "Good luck, woodpecker."
Favalro said the woodpecker and the media attention it has attracted has been a fun distraction from everything else going on in the world.

"This small town of Rockport that I live in is one of the safest communities around," he said. "I think this is probably one of the biggest crimes in years. It's kind of funny, but it's nice as well."
___
Ramer reported from Concord, New Hampshire.
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    Runaway kangaroo on the loose named Sheila shuts down Alabama interstate
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            A runaway kangaroo named Sheila shut down a stretch of interstate in Alabama on Tuesday before state troopers and the animal's owner wrangled the wayward marsupial. The Alabama Law Enforcement Agency said the kangaroo was spotted Tuesday hopping along the side of Interstate 85 in Macon County, which is between Montgomery and Auburn. The animal's owner, Patrick Starr, told The Associated Press that the animal's name is Sheila and that she escaped from her enclosure.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from video, a runaway kangaroo moves down a stretch of interstate in Tuskegee, Ala., Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (Austin Andrew Price via AP)]
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            In this image taken from video, a runaway kangaroo moves down a stretch of interstate in Tuskegee, Ala., Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (Austin Andrew Price via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from video, a runaway kangaroo moves down a stretch of interstate in Tuskegee, Ala., Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (Austin Andrew Price via AP)]
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            In this image taken from video, a runaway kangaroo moves down a stretch of interstate in Tuskegee, Ala., Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (Austin Andrew Price via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TUSKEGEE, Ala. (AP) -- A runaway kangaroo named Sheila shut down a stretch of interstate in Alabama on Tuesday before state troopers and the animal's owner wrangled the wayward marsupial.
The Alabama Law Enforcement Agency said the kangaroo was spotted Tuesday hopping along the side of Interstate 85 in Macon County, which is between Montgomery and Auburn.
The sight snarled traffic, and state troopers shut down both sides of the interstate for the safety of motorists. The animal's owner and troopers were able to capture it, Capt. Jeremy J. Burkett of the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency said. 
"When somebody said there was a kangaroo of course I didn't believe it, and nobody believed it. But I'm looking at him," Macon County Sheriff Andre Brunson said in a Facebook live video as the animal was captured.
The owner used a dart to tranquilize the animal. 


    
Brunson's video showed the drugged kangaroo being carried to a vehicle to be returned to its home. The animal was captured on the side of the interstate between Tuskegee and Auburn, the sheriff said. 
"We see a little bit of everything here," the sheriff said. 



    
        




    




The animal's owner, Patrick Starr, told The Associated Press that the animal's name is Sheila and that she escaped from her enclosure. 
"She's back home safe. She's up. She's not sedated anymore. She's eating. She's drinking. She's not injured," Starr said. 
The kangaroo was treated by the Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine, he said. 

    
    
    
The family runs a pumpkin patch and petting zoo, but Sheila is just a personal pet, Starr said. 
"She's a sweet pet. I'm glad she's back home, and I'm glad everybody slowed down a little bit," he said. 
Austin Price, who took video of the animal hopping down the interstate, said he had to briefly question if he was seeing things.
"I hear my grandmother yell, 'Is that a kangaroo?' " Price said. 
He assumed it was probably a deer until he looked. "And yeah, it's a kangaroo."
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    Why a New York zoo is feeding a baby vulture with a hand puppet
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            Workers are using a homemade puppet fashioned to look like an adult king vulture to feed a chick that hatched in late February

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A king vulture feeds with the help of vulture puppet, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)]
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            A king vulture feeds with the help of vulture puppet, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A king vulture sits during a feeding session, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)]
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            A king vulture sits during a feeding session, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EGAD Manager Carolyn Fuchs paints details on a king vulture hand puppet, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)]
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            EGAD Manager Carolyn Fuchs paints details on a king vulture hand puppet, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: EGAD Manager Carolyn Fuchs explains how a king vulture hand puppet operates, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)]
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            EGAD Manager Carolyn Fuchs explains how a king vulture hand puppet operates, March 2025, at the Bronx Zoo in the Bronx borough of New York. (Terria Clay/Wildlife Conservation Society via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A baby vulture at a New York zoo is being fed not by another bird but by hand puppet -- a decades-old technique used to ensure the chick doesn't identify too closely with its human handlers.
King vultures can neglect their chicks, so hand-feeding is necessary to ensure the baby survives, the Bronx Zoo said in a statement Tuesday. But to make sure it doesn't imprint on humans, staff train the bird's instincts onto a hand puppet that's crafted to look like a real vulture. 
"At this stage of development, our animal care staff are feeding the chick with the Bronx Zoo-made puppet once a day and we are working to ensure it does not imprint on humans," Bronx Zoo Curator of Ornithology Chuck Cerbini said in a statement. 
Footage of a feeding session shows someone with their arm clad in black and a puppet that looks like a vulture's face and beak on their hand, which is used to grab morsels of food and deliver them to the chick's mouth. 

    
An adult king vulture is placed in an adjacent enclosure that "allows the chick to have exposure to appropriate king vulture behavior," Cerbini said. 



    
        




    




The zoo says it helped develop the feeding technique more than four decades ago when workers there used it to raise three Andean condor chicks, which were then released into the wild in Peru. Hand-puppet rearing has also been used to help bring back the critically endangered California condor.


    
    
    
The new king vulture chick, which is yet to be named, is the first of its kind to be hatched at the Bronx Zoo since the 1990s. The zoo said it wants to make sure the genetics of the chick's 55-year-old father are carried on, as it has only one other living offspring. 
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    Speedboat that flipped midair in 200 mph crash wins race on Arizona lake




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A speedboat trying to break a speed record in Arizona ended up airborne, spinning in the air before crashing back to the water.


                
                
            

        
    



            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LAKE HAVASU CITY, Ariz. (AP) -- A speedboat went airborne and did a complete backward flip while racing at about 200 mph (322kph) before crashing into an Arizona lake.
Two racers inside the boat's covered cabin survived the event, which saw the boat go over 30 feet (9 meters) in the air. They wore harnesses and helmets, and "were just a little banged up," according to a social media post on Facebook by the Freedom One Racing team and an account by a race witness.
The Saturday crash took place on a three quarter-mile course (1.2 kilometer) at an annual speedboat race.
The flying boat still managed to cross the finish line and win the contest by registering a top speed of 200.1 mph (322 kph), Speedboat Magazine Publisher Ray Lee said.
Lee said the twin-hull Skater boat is designed to rise up and hydroplane across the surface of the water. Windy conditions and propeller adjustments called trims likely contributed to the boat taking flight, he said.

    
Lee says it's an inherently dangerous sport, through courses have been shortened from a previous length of 1 mile (1.6 kilometers) that produced speeds in excess of 240 mph (386 kph). Safety precautions include reinforced cockpits with underwater diving gear.



    
        




    




Freedom One Racing released a video saying its boat operators got out safely and that the vessel was now back on a trailer. The video showed extensive damage to the boat, including splintered fiberglass.

    
    
    
Representatives for Freedom One Racing did not immediately respond to email and phone messages. The team emphasizes fundraising for charity.

Steve Ticknor, president of the company that runs the event, said the boat was participating in a contest to see which vessel could race the course the fastest. He said divers were on hand and responded to the crash within 20 seconds.
He described the relief of seeing both people on board the boat pop open the hatch. "Oh my gosh, it's just a miracle," Ticknor said.
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                    World News

    A man airlifted from Japan's Mount Fuji returns to the slope days later and is rescued again




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Mount Fuji is viewed, Jan. 29, 2021, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, file)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A climber airlifted with altitude sickness from near the peak of Japan's Mount Fuji last week returned to the slope and was rescued for a second time just four days later, authorities said Monday. 
Officials urged people to be aware of the harsh conditions at the country's tallest peak during its off-season. 
The climber was identified only as a 27-year-old Chinese student living in Japan. He made an emergency call on April 22 and was airlifted after developing symptoms of altitude sickness, police said, adding that his climbing irons also were damaged.
On Saturday, he returned to the mountain's Fujinomiya trail about 3,000 meters (nearly 10,000 feet) above sea level to look for his cell phone and other belongings left behind, Shizuoka prefectural police said. Another climber found him there unable to move after he apparently developed altitude sickness for a second time, police said. 

    
The mountain's hiking trails are officially open only from July to early September, but there is no penalty for hiking off-season. There also is no charge or penalty when a climber needs to be rescued, but the Chinese student's case prompted an uproar on social media and generated calls for him to be charged, at least for his second rescue.



    
        




    




The Shizuoka police urged all climbers to use caution, noting that the mountain has low temperatures and is covered in snow even in spring. 

    
    
    
The 3,776-meter-high (12,388-foot-high ) mountain was designated a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site in 2013. A symbol of Japan, the mountain called "Fujisan" used to be a place of pilgrimage and is increasingly popular among hikers today. 

To control overcrowding and risks from rushed overnight climbing through rocky slopes to see the sunrise, local authorities last year introduced an entry fee and cap on the number of entrants on the most popular trail and will introduce similar rules on other main trails this year.
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    What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]


        

        
        
            
                    A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)
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                                        Dr. Google is often on call for worried patients, but it may not give the best advice.
Doctors say internet searches for medical information should be done cautiously, especially with artificial intelligence playing a growing role.
Information from the right websites can teach patients about symptoms and prepare them for a doctor's visit. But a poorly done search might inflame anxiety well before someone reaches the waiting room. It's important to know the source of the information you find and to avoid trying to diagnose your health issue.
Here are questions to keep in mind if you seek medical help online.
What's your source?
When you do a search, don't automatically click the first link. It may not contain the best answers.
Some companies pay to have their websites listed at the top of a results page. Those links may be listed as sponsored.
Scroll for results that come from a source you can trust for medical information. That can include big health systems like the Mayo Clinic or sites run by government agencies like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
"We've gotten so used to clicking on that first link," says John Grohol, a psychologist who specializes in online behavior. "For your health information, especially when it is personal, you want to think about it."

    
    
    
Should I use AI?
That depends on what it tells you.
More people are using artificial intelligence to get quick answers pulled from a variety of internet sources. Some searches also will generate an AI summary at the top of the results page.
But an AI answer may not say where it got the information. That makes it hard to judge credibility.
AI also can be prone to " hallucinations," an industry term for issues that cause the technology to make stuff up. Be especially wary of this if no source is cited.
What should I ask?
How you phrase a question plays a big role in the results you see. Doctors say patients should search for information based on symptoms, not an expected diagnosis.
"You've got to ask at the very beginning the right questions," said Dr. Eric Boose of the Cleveland Clinic.
That means asking, "What could cause a lump to form under my skin?" instead of "Is the lump under my skin cancer?"
Focusing on a diagnosis means you may miss other explanations, especially if you just click the first few links listed in the results.
For some issues, you should skip the search altogether. If you are having chest pains, experiencing dizziness of showing signs of a stroke, seek help immediately.
"You don't want to delay something that should be treated within a certain amount of time," said Dr. Olivier Gherardi, medical director of Brown University Health Urgent Care.
Can the internet diagnose a problem?
No. Leave that to the real doctors who are trained to ask questions that lead to a diagnosis.
Blood in your urine could mean cancer. It also might be caused by kidney stones or an infection.
Unexplained weight loss also could be a sign of cancer. Or it could reflect an overactive thyroid or a new job that causes you to move around more.
Some testing and a visit with a doctor who knows your medical history may be the best medicine in these situations. 
"There are a lot of symptoms that overlap between minor conditions and major medical problems," said Dr. Sarah Sams, a board member with the American Academy of Family Physicians.
____

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    How bugs and beet juice could play roles in the race to replace artificial dyes in food
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            As U.S. health officials push to get artificial colors out of the nation's food supply, Sensient Technologies Corp., one of the world's largest dyemakers, has seen a surge in businesses rushing to convert their products. (AP Video: Mary Conlon, Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jobe Washington, right, and Dwight Brown use a large sifter to mix a shade of yellow coloring at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: Senior Application Scientist Nicole Carey works in a lab to match food coloring at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Senior Application Scientist Nicole Carey works in a lab to match food coloring at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Beet juice is seen on a mixing tank used in the making of coloring at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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[image: Abby Tampow works in a Sensient Colors laboratory in St. Louis on April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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            Abby Tampow works in a Sensient Colors laboratory in St. Louis on April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Liquid color samples are stored in bottles in a room at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Liquid color samples are stored in bottles in a room at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Applications Scientist Anuj Bag watches candy spin inside a drum while being coated with yellow coloring as he demonstrates the process of developing new food colors at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Applications Scientist Anuj Bag watches candy spin inside a drum while being coated with yellow coloring as he demonstrates the process of developing new food colors at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Caleb Whorl pours a container of caramel coloring into a vat to be mixed before packaging at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Caleb Whorl pours a container of caramel coloring into a vat to be mixed before packaging at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Natural food coloring is held in a jar in a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Natural food coloring is held in a jar in a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The results of various synthetic and natural food coloring are displayed inside a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            The results of various synthetic and natural food coloring are displayed inside a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Candy using food coloring are displayed in a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Candy using food coloring are displayed in a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Technician Heather Browning pours a liquid color sample into a smaller container to be shipped to a customer at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Technician Heather Browning pours a liquid color sample into a smaller container to be shipped to a customer at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Technician Heather Browning packages a color sample made of beet powder for a customer at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Technician Heather Browning packages a color sample made of beet powder for a customer at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sensient Technologies CEO Paul Manning speaks during an interview at a production facility for the color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Sensient Technologies CEO Paul Manning speaks during an interview at a production facility for the color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bottles containing a variety of colored liquids sit on a shelf in a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Bottles containing a variety of colored liquids sit on a shelf in a lab at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Containers of material wait in a warehouse for certification by the Food and Drug Administration at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Containers of material wait in a warehouse for certification by the Food and Drug Administration at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis., on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- As pressure grows to get artificial colors out of the U.S. food supply, the shift may well start at Abby Tampow's laboratory desk.
On an April afternoon, the scientist hovered over tiny dishes of red dye, each a slightly different ruby hue. Her task? To match the synthetic shade used for years in a commercial bottled raspberry vinaigrette -- but by using only natural ingredients.
"With this red, it needs a little more orange," Tampow said, mixing a slurry of purplish black carrot juice with a bit of beta-carotene, an orange-red color made from algae.
Tampow is part of the team at Sensient Technologies Corp., one of the world's largest dyemakers, that is rushing to help the salad dressing manufacturer -- along with thousands of other American businesses -- meet demands to overhaul colors used to brighten products from cereals to sports drinks.

    
"Most of our customers have decided that this is finally the time when they're going to make that switch to a natural color," said Dave Gebhardt, Sensient's senior technical director. He joined a recent tour of the Sensient Colors factory in a north St. Louis neighborhood.
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[image: A worker fixes the side mirror of a newly refurbished decorated truck at a yard for workshops in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday, April 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Pakistani truck art elevates heavy transport into mobile masterpieces
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matthew and Rachel Borriello on their wedding day in Egg Harbor, N.J. on July 31, 2022. (Asher Gardner Photography via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Late photographers. Surly photographers. Here's how to make sure wedding memories are made
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Last week, U.S. health officials announced plans to persuade food companies to voluntarily eliminate petroleum-based artificial dyes by the end of 2026. 
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. called them "poisonous compounds" that endanger children's health and development, citing limited evidence of potential health risks.

    
    
    
The federal push follows a flurry of state laws and a January decision to ban the artificial dye known as Red 3 -- found in cakes, candies and some medications -- because of cancer risks in lab animals. Social media influencers and ordinary consumers have ramped up calls for artificial colors to be removed from foods.

    
A change to natural colors may not be fast
The Food and Drug Administration allows about three dozen color additives, including eight remaining synthetic dyes. But making the change from the petroleum-based dyes to colors derived from vegetables, fruits, flowers and even insects won't be easy, fast or cheap, said Monica Giusti, an Ohio State University food color expert.
"Study after study has shown that if all companies were to remove synthetic colors from their formulations, the supply of the natural alternatives would not be enough," Giusti said. "We are not really ready."
It can take six months to a year to convert a single product from a synthetic dye to a natural one. And it could require three to four years to build up the supply of botanical products necessary for an industrywide shift, Sensient officials said. 
"It's not like there's 150 million pounds of beet juice sitting around waiting on the off chance the whole market may convert," said Paul Manning, the company's chief executive. "Tens of millions of pounds of these products need to be grown, pulled out of the ground, extracted."
To make natural dyes, Sensient works with farmers and producers around the world to harvest the raw materials, which typically arrive at the plant as bulk concentrates. They're processed and blended into liquids, granules or powders and then sent to food companies to be added to final products.

    
Natural dyes are harder to make and use than artificial colors. They are less consistent in color, less stable and subject to changes related to acidity, heat and light, Manning said. Blue is especially difficult. There aren't many natural sources of the color and those that exist can be hard to maintain during processing. 
Also, a natural color costs about 10 times more to make than the synthetic version, Manning estimated.
"How do you get that same vividness, that same performance, that same level of safety in that product as you would in a synthetic product?" he said. "There's a lot of complexity associated with that."
The insects that could make 'Barbie pink' naturally
Companies have long used the Red 3 synthetic dye to create what Sensient officials describe as "the Barbie pink." 
To create that color with a natural source might require the use of cochineal, an insect about the size of a peppercorn. 
The female insects release a vibrant red pigment, carminic acid, in their bodies and eggs. The bugs live only on prickly pear cactuses in Peru and elsewhere. About 70,000 cochineal insects are needed to produce 1 kilogram, about 2.2 pounds, of dye. 

    
"It's interesting how the most exotic colors are found in the most exotic places," said Norb Nobrega, who travels the world scouting new hues for Sensient.
Artificial dyes are used widely in U.S. foods. About 1 in 5 food products in the U.S. contains added colors, whether natural or synthetic, Manning estimated. Many contain multiple colors. 
FDA requires a sample of each batch of synthetic colors to be submitted for testing and certification. Color additives derived from plant, animal or mineral sources are exempt, but have been evaluated by the agency. 

    
Health advocates have long called for the removal of artificial dyes from foods, citing mixed studies indicating they can cause neurobehavioral problems, including hyperactivity and attention issues, in some children.
The FDA says that the approved dyes are safe when used according to regulations and that "most children have no adverse effects when consuming foods containing color additives."
But critics note that added colors are a key component of ultraprocessed foods, which account for more than 70% of the U.S. diet and have been associated with a host of chronic health problems, including heart disease, diabetes and obesity.
"I am all for getting artificial food dyes out of the food supply," said Marion Nestle, a food policy expert. "They are strictly cosmetic, have no health or safety purpose, are markers of ultraprocessed foods and may be harmful to some children."
The cautionary tale of Trix cereal
Color is powerful driver of consumer behavior and changes can backfire, Giusti noted. In 2016, food giant General Mills removed artificial dyes from Trix cereal after requests from consumers, switching to natural sources including turmeric, strawberries and radishes.
But the cereal lost its neon colors, resulting in more muted hues -- and a consumer backlash. Trix fans said they missed the bright colors and familiar taste of the cereal. In 2017, the company switched back.
"When it's a product you already love, that you're used to consuming, and it changes slightly, then it may not really be the same experience," Giusti said. "Announcing a regulatory change is one step, but then the implementation is another thing."
Kennedy, the health secretary, said U.S. officials have an "understanding" with food companies to phase out artificial colors. Industry officials told The Associated Press that there is no formal agreement. 
However, several companies have said they plan to accelerate a shift to natural colors in some of their products.
PepsiCo CEO Ramon Laguarta said most of its products are already free of artificial colors, and that its Lays and Tostitos brands will phase them out by the end of this year. He said the company plans to phase out artificial colors -- or at least offer consumers a natural alternative -- over the next few years.
Representatives for General Mills said they're "committed to continuing the conversation" with the administration. WK Kellogg officials said they are reformulating cereals used in the nation's school lunch programs to eliminate the artificial dyes and will halt any new products containing them starting next January.
Sensient officials wouldn't confirm which companies are seeking help making the switch, but they said they're ready for the surge.
"Now that there's a date, there's the timeline," Manning said. "It certainly requires action."
___
Dee-Ann Durbin contributed reporting from Detroit. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of Nobrega.
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    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.
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[image: A worker fixes the side mirror of a newly refurbished decorated truck at a yard for workshops in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday, April 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Pakistani truck art elevates heavy transport into mobile masterpieces
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matthew and Rachel Borriello on their wedding day in Egg Harbor, N.J. on July 31, 2022. (Asher Gardner Photography via AP)]
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More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    
    
Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Community, mentors and skill-building: Experts weigh the role of employee resource groups
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            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After moving to the United States from South Korea at age 6, Jenny Jang found it challenging to navigate through school and her first jobs. 
"In all of the environments I was in, I was always a minority," Jang said. "Coming to the States, I didn't have a road map for me. And I couldn't ask these questions to my parents, so I had to seek mentorship from elsewhere."
Now based in Atlanta and working at an international elevator company, Jang launched the organization's business resource groups in North America. The gatherings offered ways for employees to find support and connect around an identity or theme.
The first group, for women employees, drew 500 members in three years. Jang brought in a facilitator to lead conversations on topics such as balancing family responsibilities and a career in a male-dominated industry. A group for veterans and supporting military families came next. 
The gatherings "became a safe space where employees could share their experiences," she said. 
Employee resource groups, which are voluntary, employer-sanctioned groups designed to enhance diversity and inclusion, began in corporate America in the 1970s to help address tensions around race, gender and sexual orientation. Over the years, the focus has expanded to recognize other affiliations and experiences, such as caring for a family member, mental health challenges, neurodiversity and generational divides. 
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[image: Jobe Washington, right, and Dwight Brown use a large sifter to mix a shade of yellow coloring at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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Critics of ERGs have become more outspoken in arguing that such groups give participants unfair advantages and damage staff morale by splintering colleagues based on personal characteristics or beliefs. In some cases, companies have responded to complaints by revising the purpose and scope of their employee groups. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


An executive order President Donald Trump signed with the goal of ending diversity, equity and inclusion programs in the federal government and beyond has created additional uncertainty around the future of ERGs. Here is some information about starting, participating in or evaluating the groups at your company: 

    
    
    
Can you legally participate in an employee resource group?
The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission released guidance in March which said that limiting membership in ERGs to workers covered by anti-discrimination laws, such as only women or people of a particular race, can be considered unlawful segregation. 
To comply with the EEOC's interpretation, employers should ensure workplace groups are open to all employees. 
"They want to make sure these programs are not offering some tangible benefit to one group of employees at the expense of another," said Infinito Associates CEO Kevin England, whose consulting group helps organizations start ERGs.
If an ERG offers mentorship or opportunities only to people who identify as a member of a legally protected class, "you absolutely do need to open that up," said David Glasgow, executive director of the Meltzer Center for Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging at NYU School of Law. 
Some employee resource groups organized around an identity create separate email lists for members who share the identity and members who describe themselves as allies. Glasgow advises against doing that. "It raises the question of what you're excluding people from," he said.
The Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty, a conservative public interest law firm and policy organization, has received dozens of complaints from employees who felt excluded from their workplace ERGs, according to Deputy Counsel Dan Lennington. Opening employee groups to everyone will not necessarily satisfy those concerns, he said.
"The question is, are you treating employees differently based on race?" Lennington said. "Are you making employees feel uncomfortable about their race or gender or sexual identity?"
What benefits do employee resource groups provide?
Proponents of ERGs list numerous benefits for employees and management. For participants, the groups are places to find community, develop leadership skills and create a channel for sharing their views with higher-ups. Companies often sponsor affinity groups as a tool for recruiting and retaining diverse employees.
"Employee engagement is great because it creates, typically, higher effort and retention," said Helena Pagano, chief people and culture officer at insurance and financial services firm Sun Life. "One way that you drive engagement is making people feel like they had a voice. They had a place to express opinions and drive policies and outcomes that matter in the company."
England, the consultant, was working at a bank call center when he joined and then took on a leadership role in an ERG for people who identify as LGBTQIA+. 
"I was terrified to speak publicly, and because of that role, I had to do a lot of that," England said. "I was able to develop skills that were completely unrelated to my day job."
Anna Ettin co-founded Bank of America's intergenerational employee network about a decade ago, and worked on bridging gaps between millennials and baby boomers. Now, as co-founder of Tapestry Partner Solutions, a consulting group that specializes in intergenerational dynamics and skills development, she's doing the same work with Generation Z. 
"There are some real differences in the way they're coming into the workplace and what their needs are, their expectations," Ettin said. "We're really helping companies think through, how do you retain the incredibly talented staff you have and also be appetizing to Gen Z?"
If your workplace permits ERGs, how do you start one?
When Ettin worked in a call center about 20 years ago, she noticed few women in management roles. "There was a clear gap in the leadership pipeline for women," she said. She gathered 20 highly engaged women and they started by planning events on interviewing skills, resume writing and talks with senior female leaders about their career paths and obstacles they'd overcome.
Experts recommend finding a senior leader to act as a sponsor. In Ettin's case, that meant convincing the call center manager to approve and participate in the group.
Groups typically begin when 10 or 20 people find each other organically and get together for happy hours or lunches, England said. "You get some momentum going, and sometimes that group of 20 people becomes 50 or 100 people," he added. 
Then you can tell leaders, "we already have an informal collection of employees with this shared experience, and we would love to do something more with this," England said. "We think that this group of friends and colleagues could help the organization."
Some ERGs are given company funds for meals, events or travel to conferences. A new group should be prepared to make a business case for a budget request. Experts also advise collecting data to show the group's impact in areas such as employee retention. 
It's easier to start a new ERG when an organization already has one in place because there's a road map of what worked and who supported the initial group. But if none exist at your workplace, you can start with one and build from there, Jang said. "There is no perfect recipe," she said. "Start small."
As organizations absorb various federal directives, they're deciding which direction to take. Some have adjusted to make it clear that all are welcome. Others have shuttered their ERGs altogether, wiping out years of work, Ettin said.
"The underrepresented, underserved communities still need the programs, support, connectivity and advocacy that they've needed for the last decades," Ettin added. "That hasn't changed."
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    In the rapidly shifting world of work, many employees are unclear what's expected of them
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Nikelle Inman started a new job coaching first-generation college students, she looked forward to meeting with them one-on-one to talk about how to surmount obstacles and find resources to succeed. 
Instead, she and her fellow success coaches at a community college in North Carolina spent a year mired in paperwork, tasked with reviewing applications from aspiring undergraduates. They never did get to meet with students.
"Admissions work kind of took over what we were supposed to do," Inman, 34, said. "I felt disengaged with the position, more so because I just didn't feel valued." 
It's disorienting when a job turns out to be completely different than advertised or morphs into something we didn't expect. But more U.S. workers have reported feeling disconnected from their organization's purpose and unclear on how to meet expectations  since the coronavirus pandemic changed the way we work, according to a new Gallup analysis. 
Just under half of U.S. employees who participated in a Gallup survey in November "strongly agreed" that they know what is expected of them at work, which is one of the factors the polling firm uses to measure employee engagement. In January 2020, the figure stood at 56%. 
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The new survey showed that new employees, younger employees, people in white-collar industries like technology, insurance and finance, and those in hybrid work arrangements were especially likely to report that expectations for their roles weren't clear.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The findings make intuitive sense. Managers and employees have bushwhacked their way through disruptive changes since COVID-19 first upended public life five years ago. In late 2024, about one-quarter of employees with the ability to work remotely were doing so exclusively, up from around 1 in 10 in 2019, Gallup found. Another 55% were working in the office some days and remotely the rest, according to the 2024 data, up from about one-third in 2019.

    
    
    
More recently, layoffs at tech companies and in the government and other sectors have left organizations with fewer people to handle the load, and expectations aren't always adjusted to the new realities.
"With all the rounds of layoffs, people's scope and responsibilities are shifting constantly," said Jeremy Guttenplan, an executive leadership trainer and coach based in New York. "You think about the ones left behind and the work is just getting piled on them."
Here are some strategies for eliminating confusion when the scope and responsibilities of a job are ambiguous. 
Establish expectations early
Spell out or make sure you understand what a new role or project entails -- along with any relevant deadlines or performance markers -- from the beginning so everyone agrees on what's realistic and wanted. Writing it down in a shared document can help prevent future misunderstandings.
When a successful real estate developer asked Amber Krasinski to film and produce 85 TikTok videos in three hours, she thought hard about whether she really wanted to take him on as a client. The job might be good exposure for her communications agency, IvyHill Stategies, but Krasinski knew it would be impossible to complete in so little time. She turned it down.
Krasinski regularly gives her client progress updates and tries to make a practice of asking clarifying questions before taking on new projects. 
"Any time I have a conversation with a prospective client, I have that in the back of my mind," Krasinski said. "Avoiding that people-pleasing side that says, 'You can figure it out, you can do it.' You don't want to let anybody down, but you also need to set yourself up for success."
Seek frequent feedback
No one wants to spend all day in meetings. But more frequent check-ins with a manager or supervisor may help staff members who are unsure if they are prioritizing their time appropriately or don't know what they are supposed to be doing. 
Organizations can explore different ways of building connection between employees and providing more opportunities for feedback, which can result in better understanding of workplace expectations. Brian Smith, founder and managing partner of IA Business Advisors, said his company hosts gratitude sessions for 30 minutes each week. 
The first 20 minutes are led by a coach who advises attendees on issues such as how to effectively manage time or deal with challenging customers. Highlighting specific problems and strategies can help workers understand what's expected of them. At the end of the session, participants have an opportunity to share what they're grateful for.
Start the conversation
Workers don't have to wait for a supervisor to seek feedback or clarify expectations. You can suggest a quick check-in at any point, if you're unsure how to prioritize long-term goals or short-term deadlines, 
"Managing upwards is going to make your life easier," said Dale Whelehan, founder of 4 Day World, a think tank that explores new models of work. "Don't assume that management has all the answers. They're probably just as lost."
However, in hierarchical organizations where questioning management may be viewed negatively, it's important to be delicate, he said.
To initiate a feedback discussion, you can ask to meet with a manager about a current project. Whelehan outlined how to approach the conversation if the meeting gets scheduled. Start by sharing what you understand your assignment to be. Then request the manager's confirmation or clarification by saying something such as, "I just want to make sure that there's alignment here," he advised. 
Ask about anything else you need to clarify and close out the conversation by saying, "From what I understand from this conversation, my role is this. ... Have I understood that correctly?" Follow up with an email restating what you agreed to, Whelehan said.
Trust your instincts

With workplaces experiencing so many changes, employees can find themselves jumping from one assignment to the other, distracted by new responsibilities picked up after colleagues were laid off, or adjusting to spending more time physically in the office.
If it all feels too chaotic, take a moment to pause. Revisit your priorities. And then work on the most important task. 
"If something doesn't feel right, don't just accept it," Inman said. "Whatever that avenue is, if it's staying and trying to make it better or leaving, just don't give up on what you know is right."
____

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Working Well: Saying no is hard, but setting boundaries can improve your health
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Justin Stewart started his career, he juggled several jobs to make ends meet. He poured himself into his full-time role as a news show production assistant from 3 a.m. until noon. Then he rushed to the airport where he rented cars or to the big box stores where he pulled retail shifts. 
Sometimes, he slept in his car between jobs. Then he was hospitalized for exhaustion and a staph infection.
"While people around me praised my hustle, I eventually paid the price," Stewart said. "The doctor looked at me and said, 'I don't know what lifestyle you're living, but you're too young to be this stressed. You're going to have to quit something.'"
So Stewart, now 36, began setting boundaries. He gave up the side jobs, deciding he could survive without extra income. If people from the news show texted him after-hours, he let them know he was off-duty and where else to call. 
Setting boundaries at work, and in life, can be tricky. Many people find it difficult to say no, especially to a manager. Some get a sense of satisfaction from being needed or pleasing others.
But learning to turn down a request or invitation is essential for protecting our physical and mental health, experts say. And as with any new skill, drawing boundaries gets easier with practice. 
Experts in well-being and organizational behavior, along with other workers, shared strategies for setting limits. 

    
    
    
Schedule aggressively
Adding tasks to your calendar may seem counterintuitive if scaling back is the goal, but can provide more control over your time.
Bobby Dutton, the founder of event production company GBM6, uses a technique he calls "aggressive calendering." He schedules the task he's most likely to procrastinate on, such as handling contracts and invoices, for every Monday at 2 p.m. To keep his calendar from becoming overloaded, he also books time for recurring routine tasks like making coffee, walking the dog and eating lunch. 
Write a script
If you're unaccustomed to saying no, you can write down what you're going to say beforehand and rehearse it. Stewart worked on letting colleagues know when his assignment load began feeling too heavy with phrases like "Hey, this is a lot for me" or "You gave me seven stories, I think I can get four or five done." 
Cara Houser, a workplace engagement coach, says you don't have to explain yourself when declining a request. You can simply say you're not available at that time, followed by "Thanks for asking, and I hope to have more capacity next time." 
If the recipient of your "no" tries to argue, you can respond, "I hear you feel that way. But for me, this is what I've decided to do for that day," Houser said.
Entrepreneur Amber Krasinski grew up in a working-class environment where saying no to a boss could mean losing a paycheck. As the founder of marketing company IvyHill Strategies, Krasinski worries she'll lose clients if she turns down a project. "Not yet" is her go-to phrase when one more project is too much.
"That phrase has helped me through a lot of situations," she said.
Know your limits
It can be tempting to agree immediately when we're asked to chip in. But there may be times when we're better off demurring. When faced with a new work request, take five minutes to assess your workload, energy level and priorities before responding, suggests Israa Nasir, a psychotherapist in New York. 
Nasir says a former boss frequently texted work-related questions at 10 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. "I didn't say, 'Don't text me,'" she recalled. "I said, 'Can we check in on Fridays before the weekend? So everything that's on your mind, you can (tell me) and then I can plan my time accordingly."
Pay attention to the activities and interactions that leave you feeling drained or overwhelmed, Nasir said. Put those kinds of events on a "No List." The list doesn't mean you decline every time you're asked, but don't say yes right away, she advises. 
Harness technology 
Mobile devices make it easier to work from anywhere, and harder to draw boundaries. But there are ways to adjust our devices so they're less distracting.
After noticing that she checked email far too frequently on weekends, Nasir starting moving the Gmail app from her iPhone's homepage to the second page from Friday night to Sunday night.
An email signature is another tool you can use to manage expectations, by publishing working hours or upcoming vacation schedules, said Candice Pokk, a senior consultant in organizational effectiveness at Segal.
Pokk includes a "Well Being Notice" at the bottom of her emails which reads, "Receiving this email outside normal working hours? Managing a work-life balance is unique for everyone. I have sent this email at a time that works for me. Please respond at a time that works for you."
Choose meetings wisely
With the popularity of online meeting software, it's easy for others to overload your calendar with invitations. Accepting every one can leave little time for other work. 
Janine Pelosi, CEO of Oslo-based video technology company Neat, thinks workers should be able to leave a meeting that's not relevant to them, if it's an environment where that's accepted. 
If you're unsure it's worthwhile to attend, you can request an agenda in advance, or ask what is the desired outcome, she said. 
Give a time frame
Publisher Lori Perkins, 65, was working 12 to 16 hours daily when a cancer diagnosis halted her routine. During chemotherapy, she could only muster up enough energy to put in four hours a day, and even then felt like she was working "in a vat of molasses." 
After treatment, "I realized I was going to live, and then I said to myself, 'Do I want to continue doing this?'" Perkins said.
She now caps her work as owner of Riverdale Avenue Books at about 50 hours per week, and as a result can't review as many manuscripts. Instead of sending rejection letters, she tells authors to come back in three to six months when it's less hectic. 
She practices saying "no" in her head and in her journal, where she also chronicles what happened after she said it. She's gained time to visit museums, friends and the theater.
"No changed my life," Perkins said. "I am a different person than I was before I really learned to embrace no."
____

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    AP PHOTOS: A power outage in Spain and Portugal knocks out ATMs, subways and traffic signals
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[image: Vendors use their phone light to select and save some food, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People fail to board a crowded bus after the subway stopped running following a power outage in Lisbon, Portugal, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Vendors react outside their shop, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Traffic lights stopped working following a power outage in downtown Lisbon, Portugal, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Passengers wait outside Atocha train station during a nationwide power outage in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: A security guard speaks with a woman outside a temporarily closed metro station during a nationwide power outage in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Passengers roam outside Atocha train station during a nationwide power outage in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Passengers inside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Spectators roam inside the Madrid Open tennis tournament venue during a general blackout in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: A medical staffer relocates a patient during a nationwide power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)]
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            A medical staffer relocates a patient during a nationwide power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vendors use their phone light to select and save some food, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: A generator powers a meat shop during a massive power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)]
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            A generator powers a meat shop during a massive power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Garbage bags hang from the doors of electric recycling bins during a massive power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)]
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[image: People board a bus, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People wait outside a closed train station, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People buy food at a supermarket, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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            People buy food at a supermarket, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Passengers wait outside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Passengers wait outside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Passengers queue at Oriente transportation hub during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- A major power outage in Spain and Portugal has knocked out subway networks, traffic signals and ATMs.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vendors use their phone light to select and save some food, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People fail to board a crowded bus after the subway stopped running following a power outage in Lisbon, Portugal, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Vendors react outside their shop, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: Traffic lights stopped working following a power outage in downtown Lisbon, Portugal, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Passengers wait outside Atocha train station during a nationwide power outage in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: A security guard speaks with a woman outside a temporarily closed metro station during a nationwide power outage in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Passengers roam outside Atocha train station during a nationwide power outage in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Passengers inside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]


        

        
        
            
                    Passengers inside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Spanish power distributor Red Electrica said restoring power to large parts of the country could take 6-10 hours. The company declined to speculate on the causes of the blackout Monday. 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spectators roam inside the Madrid Open tennis tournament venue during a general blackout in Madrid, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: A medical staffer relocates a patient during a nationwide power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)]
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[image: Vendors use their phone light to select and save some food, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: A generator powers a meat shop during a massive power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)]


        

        
        
            
                    A generator powers a meat shop during a massive power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Garbage bags hang from the doors of electric recycling bins during a massive power outage in Pamplona, northern Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Miguel Oses)]
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[image: People board a bus, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People wait outside a closed train station, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People buy food at a supermarket, during a major power outage in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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The Portuguese National Cybersecurity Center said there was no sign of a cyberattack. The outage hit across Spain and Portugal, including their capitals.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Passengers wait outside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Passengers wait outside Lisbon Airport during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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[image: Passengers queue at Oriente transportation hub during a nationwide power outage in Lisbon, Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Armando Franca)]
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Later on Monday, Spain's electricity network operator said it was recovering power in the north and south of the peninsula, which would help to progressively restore the electricity supply nationwide.
___
This is a photo gallery curated by AP photo editors.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/power-outage-spain-portugal-photo-gallery-bb57e7acf2ffbead5b302e82185eb5ba
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                    World News

    AP PHOTOS: Thousands of Buddhists participate in Lotus Lantern Festival in South Korea




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Buddhists carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            LEE JIN-MAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Thousands of Buddhist believers and festival-goers filled downtown Seoul for Yeon Deung Hoe, or the Lotus Lantern Festival. Participants, some dressed in traditional Korean Hanbok clothing, carried lotus lanterns of different shapes and colors. 
The festival was originally a celebration rooted in Buddhism but has evolved into an annual cultural event, drawing a large number of participants and spectators each year. 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A statue of Buddha is seen in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Buddhist monks carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhist monks carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists prepare for a lantern parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: A Buddhist pours water on a statue of Buddha to celebrate Buddha's birthday at the Jogye temple in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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With a history spanning over 1,200 years, the festival is registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as well as Korea's National Intangible Cultural Heritage. The festival aims to spread the enlightenment of the founder of Buddhism across the world. More than 300,000 people, including both Koreans and international visitors, take part. 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists hold lotus shaped umbrellas as they prepare for a lantern parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Buddhists, including monks, prepare for a lantern parade during a service at the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists, including monks, prepare for a lantern parade during a service at the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists prepare for a lantern parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists prepare for a lantern parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lanterns are placed before a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Lanterns are placed before a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                
            

         

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of band perform in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Members of band perform in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists holding lanterns watch as a giant lantern moves in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists holding lanterns watch as a giant lantern moves in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Participants gather at the starting point of the parade before proceeding toward the heart of South Korea's capital. Lanterns of all sizes, handmade by temples across the country, are featured. 

The lanterns can be in the shape of Buddha sculptures, dragons, elephants, lotus flowers and phoenixes, lighting up the streets of Seoul at night. Smaller lanterns are carried by monks and followers but larger, themed and Buddhism inspired lanterns are transported by vehicles. 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        



    
        




    





            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists carry lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Seoul's Jogye temple and temples across the countries are lit by colorful lanterns as is the Cheonggye stream featuring paper lanterns. 

    
    
    
On May 5th, Buddha's birthday, many Buddhists will visit temples to attend ceremonies in celebration.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Thai Buddhist monks carrying lanterns march in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Thai Buddhist monks carrying lanterns march in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Signs are seen during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Signs are seen during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participants wearing lion costumes perform in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Participants wearing lion costumes perform in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists march with a giant lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists march with a giant lanterns in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People watch a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    People watch a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A participant wearing a costume greets with people in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    A participant wearing a costume greets with people in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Visitors cross Cheonggye stream near the lanterns hanging to celebrate Buddha's upcoming birthday, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Visitors cross Cheonggye stream near the lanterns hanging to celebrate Buddha's upcoming birthday, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cambodian Buddhists march in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Cambodian Buddhists march in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People take pictures near giant lanterns during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    People take pictures near giant lanterns during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists march with a giant lantern in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists march with a giant lantern in a parade during the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Buddhists prepare for the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Jogye temple in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Buddhists prepare for the Yeon Deung Hoe, or Lotus Lantern Festival ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, at Jogye temple in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lanterns hang around Jogye temple ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]


        

        
        
            
                    Lanterns hang around Jogye temple ahead of the Buddha's birthday on May 5, in downtown Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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This is a photo gallery curated by AP photo editors.
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    AP PHOTOS: Palestinians struggle to feed their families under Israeli food blockage




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Al-Najjar family eats peas with rice in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    The Al-Najjar family eats peas with rice in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip (AP) -- For nearly 60 days, no food, fuel, medicine or other item has entered the Gaza Strip, blocked by Israel. Markets are nearly bare, and the few items left have skyrocketed in price. Palestinian families are left struggling to feed their children. 
The around 2.3 million Palestinians in Gaza are now mainly living off canned vegetables, rice, pasta and lentils. Meat, milk, cheese and fruit have disappeared. Bread and eggs are scarce. 

The few vegetables or other items in the market have skyrocketed in price, unaffordable for most. Doctors warn that the poor nutrition could have long-term effects on children.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mohammad Abu Zeid, 12, tastes the food prepared for a meal in his family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Mohammad Abu Zeid, 12, tastes the food prepared for a meal in his family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Somaya Al-Najjar, 60, pours frying oil to cook peas in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Somaya Al-Najjar, 60, pours frying oil to cook peas in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maryam Al-Najjar, 38, opens a can of peas to prepare them for cooking in her family's tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Maryam Al-Najjar, 38, opens a can of peas to prepare them for cooking in her family's tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                
            

         

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Al-Najjar family prepares for a meal of peas with rice in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    The Al-Najjar family prepares for a meal of peas with rice in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A World Food Program warehouse is seen empty in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Saturday April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    A World Food Program warehouse is seen empty in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Saturday April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A World Food Program warehouse is seen empty in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Saturday April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    A World Food Program warehouse is seen empty in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Saturday April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mira Abu Shaar, 5, right, and her older sister, Raghad, 15, hold pots next to their family tent, as they wait for food to be prepared, in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Mira Abu Shaar, 5, right, and her older sister, Raghad, 15, hold pots next to their family tent, as they wait for food to be prepared, in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Al-Najjar family eats peas with rice in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    The Al-Najjar family eats peas with rice in their family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April, 25, 2025.(AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Abeer Abu Shaar, 45, prepares a dish of bread mixed with lentil soup for her son, Ibrahim, 3, in their tent at Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Abeer Abu Shaar, 45, prepares a dish of bread mixed with lentil soup for her son, Ibrahim, 3, in their tent at Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                
            

         

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sumaya Al-Najjar, 60, left, and Etemad Al-Maghari, 52, pour peas into a pot to cook over a fire next to their tents in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Sumaya Al-Najjar, 60, left, and Etemad Al-Maghari, 52, pour peas into a pot to cook over a fire next to their tents in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Green onions are displayed for sale at an outdoor food market in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Green onions are displayed for sale at an outdoor food market in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Damaged cans of white beans are displayed for sale on a shelf at Al-Tayebat supermarket in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Damaged cans of white beans are displayed for sale on a shelf at Al-Tayebat supermarket in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                
            

         

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Empty shelves are seen at Al-Tayyibat supermarket in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025, amid ongoing food shortages. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Empty shelves are seen at Al-Tayyibat supermarket in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025, amid ongoing food shortages. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Palestinian worker holds one of the empty sacks of flour at the World Food Program warehouse in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Saturday April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    A Palestinian worker holds one of the empty sacks of flour at the World Food Program warehouse in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Saturday April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tomato crops grow in a greenhouse in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Tomato crops grow in a greenhouse in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Farmer Mahmoud Al-Shaer picks tomatoes from crops growing in a greenhouse in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Farmer Mahmoud Al-Shaer picks tomatoes from crops growing in a greenhouse in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Green chili peppers are displayed for sale at an outdoor food market in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Green chili peppers are displayed for sale at an outdoor food market in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Empty water barrels are placed by the Al-Najjar family as they wait for the drinking water supplier to fill them in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Empty water barrels are placed by the Al-Najjar family as they wait for the drinking water supplier to fill them in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                
            

         

    

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Farmer Ahmed Al-Shaer, 20, holds green chili peppers grown in a greenhouse in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Farmer Ahmed Al-Shaer, 20, holds green chili peppers grown in a greenhouse in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sumaya Al-Najjar, 60, cuts stale bread to mix with rice to cook over a fire next to her family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Sumaya Al-Najjar, 60, cuts stale bread to mix with rice to cook over a fire next to her family tent in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Friday, April 25, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinian children wait to receive donated food at a distribution center in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]


        

        
        
            
                    Palestinian children wait to receive donated food at a distribution center in Muwasi, on the outskirts of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                    Climate

    In this Indian city, smartwatches are part of the solution to dealing with searing heat




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Hundreds of people in a poor neighborhood in one of India's hottest cities are receiving wristwatch-style health monitors to determine what the searing heat is doing to their health. (AP Video by Shawn Sebastian, produced by Teresa de Miguel)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            SIBI ARASU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        AHMEDABAD, India (AP) -- It's a little past 10 a.m. and the heat is already blazing on the outskirts of the Western Indian city of Ahmedabad.
Sapnaben Chunara, a 30-year-old mother of three, has just finished her morning chores. She seeks respite from the heat in the shade of a neem tree, a species that can withstand high temperatures and drought.

    
Chunara spends most of the day outdoors in Vanzara Vas, a low-income neighborhood of about 800 families, because her tin-roofed house is even hotter. Indoor temperatures can be even higher, especially when outside they climb above 40 degrees Celsius (104 F). 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Data collector Komal Parmar, right, talks with Sapnaben Chunara to get heat related information in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    Data collector Komal Parmar, right, talks with Sapnaben Chunara to get heat related information in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
That was once rare but now happens regularly. And this year, high heat started three weeks earlier than in previous years, touching 43 degrees Celsius (109.40 F) in early April. 
"Sometimes it gets so hot, I can't think straight," said Chunara, sporting a black smartwatch that contrasts sharply with her colorful bangles and sari.
Chunara is one of 204 residents of Vanzara Vas given the smartwatches for a year-long study to find out how heat affects vulnerable communities around the world. The watches measure heart rate and pulse and track sleep, and participants get weekly blood pressure checks. 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man applies reflective paint on the roof of a house to reduce indoor heat in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    A man applies reflective paint on the roof of a house to reduce indoor heat in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Researchers also painted some roofs with reflective paint to reduce indoor heat and will compare them to homes without so-called cool roofs using indoor heat sensors. Along with the smartwatches, this will help them understand how much cool roofs can help poor households deal with India's scorching summers.
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[image: Local tourists cover their heads to shield from the heat as they buy drinking water bottles, in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. A monthslong heat wave across swathes of India has killed more than 100 people and led to over 40,000 suspected cases of heat stroke in the last three and a half months, a Health Ministry official said Thursday. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Extreme heat in India has killed more than 100 people in the past three and a half months
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ricky Leath, an outreach specialist with the City of Miami, talks with Bei Zhao, right, as he works with the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust to distribute bottles of water and other supplies to the homeless population, helping them manage high temperatures, May 15, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Climate change added 41 days of dangerous heat around world in 2024
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Parking attendant Andy Tinto uses laundry clips to put a blue towel over his cap to protect himself from the sun in Manila, Philippines on Monday, April 29, 2024. Sizzling heat across Asia and the Middle East in late April that echoed last year's destructive swelter was made 45 times more likely in some parts of the continent because of human-caused climate change, a study found. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Sweltering heat across Asia was 45 times more likely because of climate change, study finds
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    






    
    
    
Chunara, whose home didn't get a cool roof, said she's happy to participate by wearing the watch, confident the results will help her family, too.
"They might paint my roof as well and they might be able to do something that helps all of us in this area cope with the heat better," Chunara said.
Killer heat is the new normal

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wheel in a heat stroke patient, covered in ice cube bags, at a hospital in Ahmadabad, India, May 21, 2010. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)]


        

        
        
            
                    People wheel in a heat stroke patient, covered in ice cube bags, at a hospital in Ahmadabad, India, May 21, 2010. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Cities like Ahmedabad have always had hot summers, but now they're nearing the threshold beyond which exposure for more than a few hours can be fatal. 
In the summer of 2010, the city witnessed nearly 1,300 excess deaths -- how many more people died than would be expected -- which experts found were most likely due to high temperatures. 
An increasingly hot planet, due largely to burning fossil fuels such as coal and gas that release carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, means already hot regions are getting even worse.

    
A 2023 study estimated that if the global mean temperature continues to rise to just under 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), there would be a 370% rise in heat-related deaths around the world and most would happen in South and Southeast Asia and Africa.
"This is a big concern, and it also shows the heat divide" between the poor and wealthy, said Abhiyant Tiwari, a climate expert with NRDC India and part of the group conducting the research in Ahmedabad.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Field data collector Manisha Parmar, left, checks the temperature of Shantaben Vanzara in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    Field data collector Manisha Parmar, left, checks the temperature of Shantaben Vanzara in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Following the 2010 tragedy, city officials, with help from public health and heat experts, devised an action plan to warn citizens when the heat is at dangerous levels and prepare city hospitals to respond rapidly to heat-related illness. The plan has been replicated across India and other parts of South Asia.
The last two years have been the world's hottest ever, and researchers hope their work can provide an additional line of defense for those who bear the brunt of increasing heat.
Finding solutions to deal with heat

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A device that tracks the temperature and other data is tied to the roof of a home in Vanzara Vas, a low-income neighborhood, in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    A device that tracks the temperature and other data is tied to the roof of a home in Vanzara Vas, a low-income neighborhood, in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Field data collector Manisha Parmar gathers information from a logging device tied to the roof inside a house in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    Field data collector Manisha Parmar gathers information from a logging device tied to the roof inside a house in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                
            

         

    
The Ahmedabad study is only one part of a global research project examining how heat is affecting poor, vulnerable communities in four cities across the world. Researchers also are measuring heat impacts using smartwatches and other devices in Africa's Burkina Faso, the Pacific island of Niue near New Zealand and in the Sonoran desert region in Mexico.
More than 1.1 billion people -- about one-eighth of the world's population -- live in informal settlements and poor neighborhoods that are particularly vulnerable, said Aditi Bunker, environmental health researcher associated with the University of Auckland, New Zealand, and Heidelberg University, Germany, who is leading the global project. 

    
"Climate change and heat are ravaging populations. And now the question comes, what are we doing to address this?" she said, referring to the motivation behind the research.
In Ahmedabad, Bunker, along with researchers at the Indian Institute of Public Health Gandhinagar and the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, is constantly collecting relevant health data.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shantaben Vanzara, wearing a wristwatch-style health monitor to study how heat affects vulnerable communities, wipes her face inside her house in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    Shantaben Vanzara, wearing a wristwatch-style health monitor to study how heat affects vulnerable communities, wipes her face inside her house in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
If they find that cool roofs effectively reduce indoor heat, they plan to paint the roofs of all the homes. Researchers hope their study leads to more use of solutions like cool roofs for poor, vulnerable populations around the world -- and that policymakers will factor in such solutions when deciding how their countries and communities can adapt to increasing heat exposure.
For now, Vanzara Vas residents like Chunara and her neighbor, Shantaben Vanzara, said they will take any help they can get. Shantaben Vanzara said the heat has made her diabetes worse, but being part of the study has provided her family some respite. "We don't get to sleep because of the heat," she said. "After the roof got painted, we can sleep for a few hours a night at least."
Chunara said temperatures used to be predictable.
"Now we don't know when or what will happen," she said. "The only thing that we know for sure is that the heat is getting worse every year."

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth bathes outside his home amid high temperatures in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]


        

        
        
            
                    A youth bathes outside his home amid high temperatures in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
___
This report has been edited to correct the name of NRDC India, previously incorrectly given as the Natural Resources Defense Council.
___
Follow Sibi Arasu on X at @sibi123
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Climate

    Climate change is making coffee more expensive. Tariffs likely will too




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Renee Colon lifts coffee beans from the cooling tray of a roasting machine at Fuego Coffee Roasters' roasting facility in Rochester, N.Y., Friday, March 21, 2025. (Max Conway via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    Renee Colon lifts coffee beans from the cooling tray of a roasting machine at Fuego Coffee Roasters' roasting facility in Rochester, N.Y., Friday, March 21, 2025. (Max Conway via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    

            

            By 
            MAX CONWAY of Rochester Institute of Technology and CEDAR ATTANASIO of The Associated Press

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) -- With her purple-and-pink hair swaying, Renee Colon stands on a stepladder in the rented corner of a warehouse, pouring Brazilian coffee beans into her groaning old roasting machine.
The beans are precious because they survived severe drought in a year when environmental conditions depressed coffee production globally, doubling the price of raw beans in just months. 

    
"Unfortunately, coffee is going to become more scarce," said Colon, founder and roaster at Fuego Coffee Roasters. "Seeing that dramatic loss of the Brazilian crop is a perfect example."

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, operates her roasting machine, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, operates her roasting machine, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, works at her roasting facility Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, works at her roasting facility Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, works at her roasting facility Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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___
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story is a collaboration between Rochester Institute of Technology and The Associated Press.
___
Losses from heat and drought have cut production forecasts in Brazil and Vietnam, the world's largest coffee growers. Global production is still expected to increase, but not as much as commodity market investors had expected. That's sent coffee prices up, largely because of continued high demand in Europe, the U.S., and China.
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[image: Solar panels operate at Fox Run Vineyards and Seneca Lake, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Penn Yan, N.Y. (Natasha Kaiser via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Vineyards in NY wine country push sustainability as they adapt to climate change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
Prices peaked in February but have remained high, forcing roasters like Colon to weigh how much of that cost to absorb and how much to pass on to consumers.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, stands for a photo, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, stands for a photo, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
The beans Colon was roasting cost her $5.50 per pound in early March, more than double what they cost in September. And that was for mixed, midrange beans. Specialty coffees -- grown in delicate climates to slow growth and add flavor -- can cost even more. 

    
    
    
President Donald Trump's current 10% tariffs cover most coffee-producing countries, including Brazil, Ethiopia and Colombia, and are expected to drive up costs for Americans. Amid his chaotic tariff pronouncements -- at one point he threatened 46% tariffs on Vietnam imports and 32% on Indonesia imports before pausing them -- American coffee roasters are rethinking their supply chains.
"With all these changes in coffee maybe we should open our own damn farm," Colon muses.

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Coffee beans fall into the cooling tray of a roasting machine at Fuego Coffee Roasters' roasting facility, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]


        

        
        
            
                    Coffee beans fall into the cooling tray of a roasting machine at Fuego Coffee Roasters' roasting facility, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, holds coffee beans while working at her roasting facility, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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Rural New York isn't an option, of course. The world's best coffee thrives near the equator, where seasons are long, and in high altitudes, where slow growing allows beans to gather flavor. But Puerto Rico, where Colon and her husband have roots, isn't a serious option, either -- labor costs are too high and she worries about the increasing risk of crop-damaging hurricanes.

    
She shrugs off buying coffee from Hawaii and California, which she says is either poor quality, overpriced or both.
In February, global coffee green exports were down 14.2% from a year earlier, according to the International Coffee Organization's market report. The shortage led to the highest price ever for raw coffee in February, breaking the record set in 1977 when severe frost wiped out 70% of Brazil's coffee plants.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Patrons sit at Fuego Coffee Roasters, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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[image: A couple of espresso drinks sit on a counter at Fuego Coffee Roasters, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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Climate isn't the only thing driving up prices, said Daria Whalen, a buyer for San Francisco-based Ritual Coffee Roasters. Inflation is driving up the cost of labor, fertilizers, and borrowing, she said.

    
She described being in Mexico in April seeking to finalize contracts between Trump's fits and starts on tariffs. It reminded her of being in Colombia a month earlier as Trump threatened and then backed away from tariffs that would have affected coffee prices.
"It was kind of like roller coaster day, because at the end of the day it didn't exist," Whalen said.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, makes a cup of coffee, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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Some of the recent rise in coffee prices may be from importers buying extra in anticipation of the tariffs. Colon believes prices will go still higher as import taxes begin being paid. And with consumer confidence hitting a 12-year low, Colon could see a decrease in demand for her premium coffee. 
"It is tough on our end because it drives the price up, tough on the consumer end because they have to pay more and tough on the farmers' end because they may be experiencing really significant losses," Colon said. 
Yet she's committed to expanding. 
In December, she and her husband took out a $50,000 loan to buy a custom coffee roaster from Turkey that will triple capacity. They're trying to increase sales by adding new wholesale clients like coffee shops, and selling directly to homes via a beans-of-the-month-style subscription service. 

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, uses a coffee machine, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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[image: Renee Colon, co-owner of Fuego Coffee Roasters, talks to Claire Terrelli, an employee, Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Max Conway via AP)]
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The Colons have raised the wholesale price on a pound of roasted beans by 25 cents. They're considering doing the same for pour-overs and espresso drinks at their two retail locations.
At one of those, called Melo, one couple said they don't look at the coffee's price on the receipt. For them, it's a treat.
"We know we could go find coffee cheaper somewhere else," said Rob Newell, a high school biology teacher, as he held a cooing infant daughter alongside his wife, who is also a teacher. "Maybe it's just because we're new parents, but you get, like, cabin fever staying in the house all day."
Colon is also seeking to cut costs.
The warehouse where she roasts has some extra space, so she's weighing stacking up more bags of raw beans there to save as much as $500 on monthly storage costs in port cities.

    
She's tried to cultivate relationships with farmers to minimize price spikes and control bean quality. She described working with a farmer in Colombia as coffee prices were spiking in February to lock in a one-year contract that avoided the worst of the increase.
And like many small business owners, she's had to get used to the complexity of tariffs. 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anderson Miller, left, and Claire Terrelli, right, make coffee at Fuego Coffee Roasters in Rochester, N.Y., Saturday, March 22, 2025. (Max Conway via AP)]
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In January, she turned down a pitch from a Montreal coffee importer who suggested the U.S. dollar's strength in Canada would allow her to save money by importing through their warehouse. She feared that tariffs on Canada could increase prices. Plus, the coffee would have to cross an extra border, risking delays. And the value of the dollar has been up and down.
"I want things to be less complicated instead of more," she said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Decision looming for Trump administration on first PFAS drinking water limits




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Cape Fear River, which supplies water to much of New Hanover County, flows past downtown Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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            By 
            MICHAEL PHILLIS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In pain so bad he couldn't stand, Chris Meek was rushed to the hospital with a life-threatening ruptured gallbladder. When he emerged from surgery, he learned he had kidney cancer that thankfully hadn't yet spread.
Meek, a social studies teacher in Wilmington, North Carolina, was 47 at the time. But he remained confused for years about why, as someone seemingly not at risk, he had gotten cancer until Emily Donovan, a parent of students at his school, gave a guest talk about high levels of harmful forever chemicals known as PFAS in North Carolina's environment. When Donovan mentioned kidney cancer, the possible cause of Meek's diagnosis finally clicked.
Until then, Meek said, he "had no idea what PFAS was." 

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chris Meek, who survived cancer he suspects was caused by forever chemicals known as PFAS in drinking water, stands in front of the Cape Fear River in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]


        

        
        
            
                    Chris Meek, who survived cancer he suspects was caused by forever chemicals known as PFAS in drinking water, stands in front of the Cape Fear River in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    

                

            

        
Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency set the first federal drinking water limits for PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, finding they increased the risk of cardiovascular disease, certain cancers and babies being born with low birth weight. 
In a decision with consequences for tens of millions of Americans, the Trump administration is expected to soon say whether it intends to stand by those strict standards and defend the limits against a water utility industry challenge in federal court. 

    
    
    

PFAS in drinking water created a crisis for many communities

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tanks hold water at the Sweeney Water Treatment Plant as the Northeast Cape Fear River flows past in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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In North Carolina, runoff from a Chemours plant contaminated the Cape Fear River, creating a crisis for cities like Wilmington that use it for drinking water. Amid public outcry, Wilmington effectively eliminated it from tap water. 
Other U.S. communities -- often near military bases or industrial sites -- did the same when test results were frightening and public pressure, local leadership or state law forced PFAS-laden wells offline or prompted installation of expensive filtering systems, according to Mark White, drinking water global practice leader at the engineering firm CDM Smith.
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[image: A home sits near the Gen. James Gavin Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant, on Monday, April 14, 2025, in Cheshire, Ohio. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Burning coal leaves dangerous waste. Trump's EPA eyes looser rules for handling it
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: George Philbin, of Boyle & Fogarty Construction, works to feed a new copper residential water supply line, after removing a old lead residential water supply line, in the basement of a home where service was getting upgraded, June 29, 2023, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                US infrastructure improved with Biden-era spending but there's a long way to go
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Traffic flows on Interstate 435 on Sept. 25, 2024, in Leawood, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                A breakdown of major EPA deregulatory moves around water, air, climate
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




The EPA said the PFAS found in North Carolina, often called GenX chemicals, can be toxic to the kidney. While other types of PFAS may raise kidney cancer risk, little research has focused on the link between kidney cancer and GenX, according to Sue Fenton, director of the Center for Human Health and the Environment at North Carolina State University. Chemours said evidence doesn't support arguments that GenX at low levels is a health threat. The company has sharply reduced PFAS discharges.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Equipment sits inside the Sweeney Water Treatment Plant, which processes water for much of New Hanover County in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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So far, sampling has found nearly 12% of U.S. water utilities are above the recently set EPA limits, but most aren't above by much. Forcing this group to reduce PFAS more than doubles the rule's health benefits but roughly triples its costs, the EPA has said.

    
The Biden administration's rule set standards for two common types of PFAS at 4 parts per trillion, effectively the lowest level at which they can be reliably detected. Standards for several other PFAS chemicals were set, too, and utilities must meet those levels by 2029.
PFAS have had wide uses over the decades

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Water is processed through carbon filters inside large reservoirs designed to remove forever chemicals, known as PFAS, at Sweeney Water Treatment Plant in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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Manufactured by companies like Chemours and 3M, PFAS were incredibly useful in many applications -- among them, helping clothes to withstand rain and ensuring that firefighting foam snuffed out flames. But the chemicals also accumulate in the body. As science advanced in recent years, evidence of harm at far lower levels became clearer.

    
EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin has championed fossil fuels and the rollback of major clean air and water rules. His history with PFAS is more nuanced; during his time as a New York congressman, he supported legislation to regulate forever chemicals in drinking water.

         
            
                
                
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pumps work inside the Sweeney Water Treatment Plant in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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[image: Water is processed inside large reservoirs designed to remove forever chemicals, known as PFAS, at Sweeney Water Treatment Plant in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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"It's an issue that touches people in a very tangible way across the political spectrum, including in Lee Zeldin's former district," said Melanie Benesh, vice president of government affairs at the nonprofit Environmental Working Group.
Zeldin has offered clues about what the EPA could do. The agency estimated the rule would cost about $1.5 billion annually and Zeldin said recently that communities struggling to afford a fix for PFAS that are just above the standard might be handled differently than wealthy places with lots of it.
"What we are going to have to be is extremely thoughtful in figuring this out," he said. 

    
On Monday, the EPA said it will establish an agency lead for PFAS, develop wastewater limits for PFAS manufacturers and investigate sources that pose an immediate danger to drinking water, among other actions.
EPA decision looms on whether to let the rule stay as it is

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pumps work inside the Sweeney Water Treatment Plant in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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Soon, the EPA must tell a federal appeals court in Washington whether the rule should stand or be rewritten, although weakening it could be complicated because the Safe Drinking Water Act prevents new rules from being looser than previous ones. The agency could, however, encourage exemptions and deadline extensions, according to Erik Olson, an attorney with the nonprofit Natural Resources Defense Council supporting the current standards in the court case. 
Consider Avondale, Arizona, outside of Phoenix, which produces PFAS results modestly above the limits. Officials have done detailed testing and are planning to enhance water treatment. All told, lowering PFAS may cost Avondale more than $120 million, according to Kirk Beaty, the city's public utility director.

    
That's money a city like Avondale "just doesn't have sitting in a back room somewhere," Beaty said, adding he'll defer to federal experts to dictate what's acceptable.
"We're hoping we're a little further ahead of everybody else. If the regulation changes, well you know, we may let off the gas a little bit, we may not," he said, adding that it is hard to justify spending extra money to do more than what's required when the cost falls on residents.
If the government decides higher amounts of PFAS are acceptable, that could confuse people, especially in areas where the public is already concerned.
"If we enter into a gray area over what's healthy and what's not healthy, then utilities are at risk of being caught up in a debate for which they have no real responsibility nor expertise to decide on," said Karine Rouge, CEO for municipal water at Veolia North America, a water operations company.
Industry group says the rule goes too far and is too costly

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pelicans sit on a dock in the Cape Fear River, which supplies water to much of New Hanover County in Wilmington, N.C., Monday, April 28, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown)]
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The American Water Works Association, an industry group, filed the court challenge to the new rule. It agrees that certain PFAS should be regulated but argues the EPA's standards go too far, underestimate costs and are "neither feasible nor cost-effective." There are serious consequences for residents' water bills, it says.
The burden of complying will fall heavily on small utilities that can least afford it. Many water providers already struggle to maintain their existing infrastructure, some experts say. On top of everything else, they face new requirements to replace lead pipes. The AWWA wants the EPA to extend the PFAS and lead deadlines by two years.
There is money available to help. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law provided $9 billion for chemicals like PFAS and utilities have won multibillion-dollar settlements against PFAS polluters that help as well.
Meek, who successfully recovered after surgery from cancer and is now 59, is planning to sue over his illness. He once didn't second-guess using tap water. Now he reaches for bottled water.
Donovan, who introduced Meek to PFAS and helped start Clean Cape Fear, says if the government's standards are weakened, it'll relieve pressure on utilities to effectively treat the water.
Previously, "our local utilities could tell us publicly that the water met or exceeded all state and federal guidelines because there weren't any," she said.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    FDA to rehire fired staffers who booked inspection trips, but other workers remain in limbo




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Food and Drug Administration (FDA) commissioner Marty Makary speaks during a news conference on the FDA's intent to phase out the use of petroleum-based synthetic dyes in the nation's food supply at the Hubert Humphrey Building Auditorium in Washington, Tuesday, April 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration building behind FDA logos at a bus stop on the agency's campus in Silver Spring, Md, Thursday, Aug. 2, 2018. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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            By 
            MATTHEW PERRONE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- For the second time in recent months, the Food and Drug Administration is bringing back some recently fired employees, including staffers who handle travel bookings for safety inspectors.
More than 20 of the agency's roughly 60 travel staff will be reinstated, according to two FDA staffers notified of the plan this week, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss confidential agency matters.
Food scientists who test samples for bacteria and study potentially harmful chemicals also have been told they will get their jobs back, but have yet to receive any official confirmation. 
The same uncertainty hangs over employees who process agency records for release to lawyers, companies and journalists under the Freedom of Information Act. About 100 of those staffers were recently eliminated, according to an agency official with direct knowledge of the situation. 

    
But in recent days the FDA has missed multiple court-ordered deadlines to produce documents, which could result in hefty fines. That's prompted plans to bring back a significant number of those staffers.
The apparent reversals are the latest examples of the haphazard approach to agency cuts that have shrunk FDA's workforce by an estimated 20%, or about 3,500 jobs, in addition to an unspecified number of retirements, voluntary buyouts and resignations. 



    
        




    




In February, the FDA laid off about 700 provisional employees, including food and medical device reviewers, only to rehire many of them within days after pushback from industry, Congress and other parties.

    
    
    
The Department of Health and Human Services hasn't detailed exactly which positions or programs were cut in the mass layoffs.
FDA Commissioner Marty Makary has repeatedly said that no FDA scientists were fired as part of the reductions. But at least two dozen food scientists who worked in a San Francisco testing laboratory and a Chicago research center were let go in March.

    
An HHS spokesperson suggested the apparent mix-up was due to "the fractured, outdated HR infrastructure we inherited from the Biden administration and are now actively overhauling." The spokesperson did not respond to specific questions about which employees are being reinstated but said the administration will "streamline operations and fix the broken systems left to us."
About 15 scientists working in FDA's Division of Food Processing Science and Technology in Chicago were told last week they be will reinstated, according to a staffer who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss confidential agency matters. But a week later there has been no written confirmation and the scientists have not returned to the office. The group's research includes studying ways to prevent harmful bacteria from growing on produce and preventing the spread of microplastics and other particles from food packaging.
"I hope Commissioner Makary continues to assess these ill-informed cuts and works to bring back impacted employees expeditiously," said Susan Mayne of Yale University, the FDA's former food director. "His legacy as commissioner is on the line."

    
With more than 15,000 employees remaining across various U.S. and foreign offices, the FDA's core responsibilities are reviewing new drugs, medical products and food ingredients as well as inspecting thousands of factories.
Makary has said no inspectors or medical reviewers were fired as part of the recent reductions. But current and former FDA officials note that those frontline employees are often supported by teams of administrative staff.
FDA inspectors, for example, have long relied on travel bookers to coordinate trips to India and other countries that often involve visa permissions, security measures, ground transportation, tech support, translation services and other logistics. Inspectors can spend up to half the year traveling, a grueling workload that makes recruiting and retaining staff a challenge.
For a brief period last month, inspectors were told they would be booking their own travel. The FDA set up a hotline to assist with making the arrangements. Then, agency leaders developed a plan to hire an outside contractor to perform the work.

    
On Monday, staffers were informed that about a third of the fired staff who performed the work would be returning.
___
AP reporter JoNel Aleccia contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    CVS Health rides improving Medicare business to better-than-expected first quarter




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The exterior view of a CVS branch is shown on Tuesday, May 16, 2023, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)]


        

        
        
            
                    The exterior view of a CVS branch is shown on Tuesday, May 16, 2023, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)

                

            
        

        
    

    

            

            By 
            TOM MURPHY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CVS Health hiked its 2025 forecast above Wall Street's expectations after improving Medicare benefits contributed to a better-than-expected first quarter.
The health care giant said Thursday that it also got a boost from better star ratings for its Medicare Advantage plans, which are privately run versions of the federal government coverage program.
CVS Health and other health insurance providers have been struggling for several quarters now with rising costs from their Medicare Advantage customers. The company's report Thursday comes a few weeks after rival UnitedHealth slashed its 2025 forecast after dealing with a bigger-than-expected spike in care use.
Overall, CVS Health booked adjusted earnings of $2.25 per share as the company's profit soared 60% to $1.78 billion in the year's first quarter. Total revenue climbed 7% to $94.59 billion.

    
Analysts expect earnings of $1.70 per share on $93.66 billion in revenue for the first quarter, according to the data firm FactSet.
For the full year, CVS Health now expects adjusted earnings to range from $6 to $6.20 per share.
The company forecast in February adjusted earnings of $5.75 to $6 per share. Analysts expect $5.92.



    
        




    




The guidance hike was unexpected so early in the year, Leerink Partners analyst Michael Cherny said in a research note. He added that the company's results showed positive signs across all business segments. 

    
    
    
CVS Health Corp., based in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, runs one of the nation's largest drugstore chains and a huge pharmacy benefit management business that operates prescription drug coverage for employers, insurers and other big clients. It also covers 27 million people through its Aetna insurance arm.
The company also said Thursday that it would leave the Affordable Care Act's individual marketplaces next year. It currently covers about a million people in that market across 17 states. CEO David Joyner told analysts the company saw no near or long-term path to improving this business after dealing with "continued underperformance."

    
Aetna had previously left the ACA's marketplace in 2017 before eventually returning.
Company shares jumped more 8% to $72.14 at the start of trading Thursday, while broader indexes rose slightly. 

The stock has already climbed more than 48% so far in 2025 after sinking over 40% last year. CVS Health's rough 2024 included several guidance cuts and the resignation of former CEO Karen Lynch.
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                    Health

    Spring allergies are back. Here's how to check pollen levels and keep from sneezing




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An oak tree with new leaf growth also shows pollen hanging amongst the branches at a park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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[image: The branches of an oak tree are stained with a green tint from pollen at park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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            By 
            KENYA HUNTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Allergy season can be miserable for tens of millions of Americans when trees, grass, and other pollens cause runny noses, itchy eyes, coughing and sneezing.
Where you live, what you're allergic to and your lifestyle can make a big difference when it comes to the severity of your allergies. Experts say climate change is leading to longer and more intense allergy seasons, but also point out that treatments for seasonal allergies have become more effective over the last decade. 
Here are some tips from experts to keep allergy symptoms at bay -- maybe even enough to allow you to enjoy the outdoors.
Where are pollen levels the worst this year? 

The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America issues an annual ranking of the most challenging cities to live in if you have allergies, based on over-the-counter medicine use, pollen counts and the number of available allergy specialists. 
This year, the top five cities are: Wichita, Kansas; New Orleans; Oklahoma City; Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Memphis. 

Which pollens cause allergies? 

There are three main types of pollen. Earlier in the spring, tree pollen is the main culprit. After that grasses pollinate, followed by weeds in the late summer and early fall.
Some of the most common tree pollens that cause allergies include birch, cedar, cottonwood, maple, elm, oak and walnut, according to the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. Grasses that cause symptoms include Bermuda, Johnson, rye and Kentucky bluegrass. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    



How do I track pollen levels?

Pollen trackers can help you decide when to go outside. The American Academy of Allergy Asthma and Immunology tracks levels through a network of counting stations across the U.S. Counts are available at its website and via email.

    
    
    

Limit your exposure to pollens
The best and first step to controlling allergies is avoiding exposure. Keep the windows in your car and your home closed, even when it's nice outside. 
If you go outside, wearing long sleeves can keep pollen off your skin to help ward off allergic reactions, said Dr. James Baker, an allergist at the University of Michigan. It also provides some sun protection, he added.

            
                
                    
    
        
    


        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The branches of an oak tree are stained with a green tint from pollen at park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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When you get home, change your clothes and shower daily to ensure all the pollen is off of you -- including your hair. If you can't wash your hair every day, try covering it when you go outside with a hat or scarf. Don't get in the bed with your outside clothes on, because the pollen will follow. 
It's also useful to rinse your eyes and nose with saline to remove any pollen, experts said. And the same masks that got us through the pandemic can protect you from allergies -- though they won't help with eye symptoms.
How to relieve allergy symptoms

Over-the-counter nasal sprays are among the most effective treatments for seasonal allergies, experts said. 
But the vast majority of patients use them incorrectly, irritating parts of the nose, said Dr. Kathleen Mays, an allergist at Augusta University in Georgia. She suggested angling the nozzle outward toward your ear rather than sticking it straight up your nose. 
Over-the-counter allergy pills like Claritin, Allegra and Zyrtec are helpful, but may not be as effective as quickly since they're taken by mouth, experts said. 
Experts also said that if your allergy symptoms are impacting your quality of life, like causing you to lose sleep or a lack focus at work or school, it might be time to consider an allergist appointment for immunotherapies. 
Some remedies for allergy relief that have been circulating on social media or suggested by celebrities -- like incorporating local honey into your diet to expose yourself to pollen -- have been debunked. 
Dr. Shayam Joshi, an allergist at Oregon Health and Science University, said that's because the flowers that bees pollinate typically don't contain the airborne pollen that causes allergy symptoms.

Is allergy season changing? 

With climate change, winters are milder and growing seasons are longer, meaning there's more opportunity for pollen to stay in the air, resulting in longer and more severe allergy seasons.
In many areas across the country, pollen counts have broken decades of records. In late March, the Atlanta Allergy and Asthma Center measured a pollen count of over 14,000 grains per cubic meter, which is considered extremely high. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Visa wants to give artificial intelligence 'agents' your credit card
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                                        Artificial intelligence "agents" are supposed to be more than chatbots. The tech industry has spent months pitching AI personal assistants that know what you want and can do real work on your behalf.
So far, they're not doing much. 
Visa hopes to change that by giving them your credit card. Set a budget and some preferences and these AI agents -- successors to ChatGPT and its chatbot peers -- could find and buy you a sweater, weekly groceries or an airplane ticket.
"We think this could be really important," said Jack Forestell, Visa's chief product and strategy officer, in an interview. "Transformational, on the order of magnitude of the advent of e-commerce itself."
Visa announced Wednesday it is partnering with a group of leading AI chatbot developers -- among them U.S. companies Anthropic, Microsoft, OpenAI and Perplexity, and France's Mistral -- to connect their AI systems to Visa's payments network. Visa is also working with IBM, online payment company Stripe and phone-maker Samsung on the initiative. Pilot projects begin Wednesday, ahead of more widespread usage expected next year.

    
The San Francisco payment processing company is betting that what seems futuristic now could become a convenient alternative to our most mundane shopping tasks in the near future. It has spent the past six months working with AI developers to address technical obstacles that must be overcome before the average consumer is going to use it.
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[image: A worker fixes the side mirror of a newly refurbished decorated truck at a yard for workshops in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday, April 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Pakistani truck art elevates heavy transport into mobile masterpieces
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Matthew and Rachel Borriello on their wedding day in Egg Harbor, N.J. on July 31, 2022. (Asher Gardner Photography via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Late photographers. Surly photographers. Here's how to make sure wedding memories are made
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




For emerging AI companies, Visa's backing could also boost their chances of competing with tech giants Amazon and Google, which dominate digital commerce and are developing their own AI agents.

    
    
    
The tech industry is already full of demonstrations of the capabilities of what it calls agentic AI, though few are yet found in the real world. Most are still refashioned versions of large language models -- the generative AI technology behind chatbots that can write emails, summarize documents or help people code. Trained on huge troves of data, they can scour the internet and bring back recommendations for things to buy, but they have a harder time going beyond that.

    
"The early incarnations of agent-based commerce are starting to do a really good job on the shopping and discovery dimension of the problem, but they are having tremendous trouble on payments," Forestell said. "You get to this point where the agents literally just turn it back around and say, 'OK, you go buy it.'
Visa sees itself as having a key role in giving AI agents easier and trusted access to the cash they need to make purchases. 
"The payments problem is not something the AI platforms can solve by themselves," Forestell said. "That's why we started working with them."
The new AI initiative comes nearly a year after Visa revealed major changes to how credit and debit cards will operate in the U.S., making physical cards and their 16-digit numbers increasingly irrelevant.
Many consumers are already getting used to digital payment systems such as Apple Pay that turn their phones into a credit card. A similar process of vetting someone's digital credentials would authorize AI agents to work on a customer's behalf, in a way Forestell says must assure buyers, banks and merchants that the transactions are legitimate and that Visa will handle disputes.

    
Forestell said that doesn't mean AI agents will take over the entire shopping experience, but it might be useful for errands that either bore some people -- like groceries, home improvement items or even Christmas lists -- or are too complicated, like travel bookings. In those situations, some people might want an agent that "just powers through it and automatically goes and does stuff for us," Forestell said.
Other shopping experiences, such as for luxury goods, are a form of entertainment and many customers still want to immerse themselves in the choices and comparisons, Forestell said. In that case, he envisions AI agents still offering assistance but staying in the background. 
And what about credit card debt? The credit card balances of American consumers hit $1.21 trillion at the end of last year, according to the Federal Reserve of New York.

    
Forestell says consumers will give their AI agents clear spending limits and conditions that should give them confidence that the human is still in control. At first, the AI agents are likely to come back to buyers to make sure they are OK with a specific airplane ticket. Over time, those agents might get more autonomy to "go spend up to $1,500 on any airline to get me from A to B," he said.
Part of what is attracting some AI developers to the Visa partnership is that, with a customer's consent, an AI agent can also tap into a lot of data about past credit card purchases.
"Visa has the ability for a user to consent to share streams of their transaction history with us," said Dmitry Shevelenko, Perplexity's chief business officer. "When we generate a recommendation -- say you're asking, 'What are the best laptops?' -- we would know what are other transactions you've made and the revealed preferences from that."


    
Perplexity's chatbot can already book hotels and make other purchases, but it's still in the early stages of AI commerce, Shevelenko says. The San Francisco startup has also, along with ChatGPT maker OpenAI, told a federal court it would consider buying Google's internet browser, Chrome, if the U.S. forces a breakup of the tech giant in a pending antitrust case.
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    Microsoft says quarterly profits up 18% as it weathers tech sector turbulence with cloud growth
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                                        REDMOND, Wash. (AP) -- Microsoft's cloud computing and artificial intelligence business helped deliver $70.1 billion in sales and boosted profits by 18% for the January-March quarter, a dose of relief for investors during a turbulent time for the tech sector and U.S. economy.
The company reported quarterly net income of $25.8 billion, or $3.46 per share, beating Wall Street expectations for earnings of $3.22 a share.
The Redmond, Washington-based software maker posted revenue of $70.1 billion in the period, its third fiscal quarter, up 13% from the same period a year ago and also beating Wall Street expectations. Analysts polled by FactSet expected Microsoft to post revenue of $68.44 billion for the quarter.
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella credited cloud growth for its strong quarter. The company's cloud unit posted revenue of $26.8 billion, compared with expectations of $26.17 billion.

    
"Cloud and AI are the essential inputs for every business to expand output, reduce costs, and accelerate growth," Nadella said in a statement.
The company also saw a 6% increase in revenue in its personal computing unit, which includes its laptop business and Xbox services.



    
        




    




Nadella noted on a call with investors that demand for cloud and artificial intelligence remained strong. He said Microsoft is constantly tweaking its investments based on efficiency improvements in computing systems and what kind of services customers want.

    
    
    
"We just want to make sure we are accounting for the latest and greatest information," he said.
Microsoft is among a group of the tech industry's bellwether companies that have been through a period of uncertainty and turmoil since President Donald Trump returned to the White House, with a see-sawing of stocks that has eviscerated trillions of dollars in shareholder wealth amid an onslaught of tariffs and other actions.
Microsoft's stock price has dropped nearly 8% since Trump's inauguration in January, to about $395 at the close of markets Wednesday. But investors appeared pleased moments later after Microsoft released its earnings report, sending stocks up more than 6% in after-hours trading. 

    
Revenue from Microsoft's cloud computing business segment grew 21%, to $26.8 billion, also beating Wall Street projections. 

The company felt more tariff uncertainty in its personal computing business, which is centered around its Windows operating system and the fees it collects from computer makers that put it on the hardware they sell. Revenue from that business was $13.4 billion for the quarter, up 6% from the first three months of last year. 
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    Microsoft pledges to protect European operations and unveils data center expansion




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Microsoft's President Brad Smith speaks at a conference on digital resilience during geopolitical volatility in Brussels, Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: Microsoft's President Brad Smith, center, arrives for a conference on digital resilience during geopolitical volatility in Brussels, Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: Microsoft's President Brad Smith speaks during a conference on digital resilience during geopolitical volatility in Brussels, Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Microsoft pledged Wednesday to fight any U.S. government order to halt data center operations in Europe as it sought to soothe concerns among European customers that trans-Atlantic tensions would lead to service disruptions. 
The company's president, Brad Smith, said it's not something that officials are talking about in Washington, D.C. but it is a "real concern" for Microsoft's customers across Europe, which include governments.
President Donald Trump has stoked tensions between the U.S. and Europe with his tariff-fueled trade war, and alarmed European leaders with policy changes, including pausing intelligence sharing with Ukraine, that throw into doubt his administration's commitment to the trans-Atlantic relationship. 
Smith, speaking at an event in Brussels, tried to allay concerns as he announced that the company was expanding data center operations across Europe. 

    
"What we want Europeans to know is that they can count on us," he said in a speech. 
"In the unlikely event we are ever ordered by any government anywhere in the world to suspend or cease cloud operations in Europe, we are committing that Microsoft will promptly and vigorously contest such a measure using all legal avenues available, including by pursuing litigation in court," Smith wrote in a Wednesday blog post. 



    
        




    




He noted that Microsoft has experience fighting lawsuits from the previous Trump administration as well as from former President Barack Obama's administration.

    
    
    
"If we ever find ourselves losing we will put in place business continuity arrangements" that include storing computer code in Switzerland that European partners can access, he said. 
Microsoft is making five digital commitments to Europe, including increasing its data center capacity by 40% over the next two years and expanding data center operations in 16 countries, Smith said. He did not list the countries. The expansion will cost tens of billions of dollars annually. Smith declined to be more specific about the cost when asked by reporters. 

    
The expansion comes amid calls for Europe to assert tech and data sovereignty by weaning itself off reliance from big U.S. cloud data service providers, including Microsoft, Amazon and, to a lesser extent, Google. 

"Given recent geopolitical volatility, we recognize that European governments likely will consider additional options," and Microsoft is committed to collaborating with European companies, Smith said.
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    Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It starts with a Post-it note scrawled with a reminder. Then a chocolate bar you'll probably eat later. An extra charging cord or two find their way into the mix, along with a laptop, a folder full of projects, a lanyard from a recent conference and a permission slip sent home from school.
And soon, the pile of things on your desk that are set aside for later becomes a giant, overwhelming stack.
The chaos of modern life and the ease of accumulating cheap items through online shopping have contributed to an abundance of clutter. That's true in home offices and traditional workspaces alike. And those jumbles of misplaced belongings can drain our mental resources, distracting us from work and dragging down our productivity.
"Clutter reduces our bandwidth. It negatively affects our perception of our environment or ourselves," said Marietta Van Den Berg, psychiatrist and medical director for Surrey Memorial Hospital in British Columbia. "It influences whether we make good choices or not. And it even influences our levels of stress and our levels of sleep."
Researchers at UCLA found that women who were living with a high density of household objects had high levels of the stress hormone cortisol.
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[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jobe Washington, right, and Dwight Brown use a large sifter to mix a shade of yellow coloring at Sensient Technologies Corp., a color additive manufacturing company, in St. Louis, on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                St. Louis dyemaker is racing to help food companies switch to natural colors
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




As households and workplaces embark on spring cleaning, it's possible to reduce clutter and find more mental peace.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Things circulate into our lives all too easily. We need a competitive plan for things to circulate out," said Matt Baier, owner of Matt Baier Organizing in Stamford, Connecticut. "A good example of that is buying on Amazon. It's so easy. Boxes come in. We have so many houses that are just piled with boxes, opened and unopened, things that need to be returned, boxes that need throwing out."

    
    
    
A pile of postponed decisions
There are many reasons we accumulate clutter. Sometimes we don't know where to put whatever's landed in our hands. Other times a paper represents a task -- whether it's paying a bill or making a phone call -- that we can't tackle right away.
"Clutter is actually just a postponed decision or action," Van Den Berg said. "It's things we pick up and put down. So we're not making a decision about that piece of paper on your desk, or that book."
Taking a minute to put an item away in its proper place can save time in the long run. The paper that requires a phone call can go into a bin labeled "Action Items." 
"If everything's chaotic and you can't find anything, you're not bringing your best self to work," said Renee Brown, owner of Renee Brown Organizing, based in Minneapolis.
Making time for decluttering
A messy workspace can be intimidating. But you don't have to tackle it all in one day, Brown said. Committing to small decluttering sessions over the course of a week or months can make a difference.
" Look at your schedule. Can you find 15 minutes or 30 minutes and block it?" Brown asked. If you have more time, spend an hour. Set a timer and see how much you can get done, she advised.
Some workplaces are setting aside time for employees to declutter their files and email inboxes weekly or quarterly, said Jenny Albertini, owner of Decluttered by Jenny, who works with individual and corporate clients. 
"It's OK to spend an hour a week or however much you need to declutter your inboxes, organize your files," Albertini said. "Having that time scheduled in is what makes people feel accountable."
Employees can gather on Zoom to support each other while decluttering, she said.
Start by sorting
Many professional organizers suggest sorting objects of the same category together. That way, you can see how much of each group you have and let go of any extras. After gathering office supplies, you may find you have more staplers or charging cords than you'll ever need.
And with the full picture, Albertini said, "we can suddenly say, 'Oh, I didn't realize I kept buying extra pens, because some were in this drawer, and some were over in this cup, and some were in that shopping bag on the floor.'"
Baier, who demonstrates decluttering strategies on YouTube, recommends sorting on a clean surface such as a folding table. Set up bins for trash, recycling and papers to shred. Bankers boxes are convenient for sorting, and you can label them with sticky notes for categories such as electronics, office supplies and keepsakes, he said.
Label one box "elsewhere" for items that belong in a different room; but distribute them later so you don't get distracted, Baier said.
Once you've sorted items into categories, then go through each box to eliminate what you don't need. 
Tackling piles of papers
When facing a mass of paperwork, consider whether you're legally required to keep certain files, and then ask, "when was the last time you used this document?" Albertini said.
"Do you have anything coming up that you know you need it for? Is this hard copy the only one? Would you be able to do your work or task if you didn't have this anymore?" she said.
Baier recommends dividing papers into four groups: running files, which you need to act on; sitting files, which you need to access regularly; sleeping files, which you need to keep just in case but can store remotely; and dead files, which you no longer need.
"Identify why you keep the files, because when you're clear on why you keep something, it takes you to where it should go," Baier said.
With a paper decluttering system in place, you can repeat it annually and it should only take about 20 minutes, he said.
Digital decluttering
When organizing digital files, take the same approach as paper: Sort into categories, then reduce. Work in short bursts of time to prevent decision fatigue, Albertini said.
"We're really looking to deduplicate items or reduce the number that you have that really aren't that special," Albertini said.
With presentations, delete drafts and keep the final product. If you have photos of an event, choose the best two or three and delete the rest. With email, ask yourself, "Will I need this email again to get my job done? Will it provide knowledge or motivation for future work?" If the answer is no, delete it, Albertini said.
In some email programs, you can automatically send mail from a specific client or team into a folder. If you have thousands of unread emails, you can move those to a digital archive at the end of the year, Brown said. 
Think before you buy

One obvious way to reduce office clutter is to buy fewer things. It can be tempting to buy drawer dividers or trays to organize pens and scissors. But another route is to reuse cardboard iPhone or greeting card boxes.
"You don't have to go out and get expensive items," Brown said. "Let's find what you already have in the house and use it instead."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Actor Diego Boneta is trying something new with debut novel 'The Undoing of Alejandro Velasco'
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            Diego Boneta grew tired of Hollywood's obsession with narcos storylines for Latinos, so he decided to shake things up by writing his own self-described "murder mystery sexual thriller" set around a fictional business empire. (May 1)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Diego Boneta poses for a portrait to promote "The Undoing of Alejandro Velasco" on Monday, April 14, 2025, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)]
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            By 
            LESLIE AMBRIZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Diego Boneta had grown tired of Hollywood's obsession with narco storylines for Latinos. The actor decided he would provide some new source material with his debut novel, out Thursday, a self-described "murder mystery, sexual thriller" set around a fictional business dynasty.
"As someone who's from Mexico City, seeing all these stories that are Mexican stories, most of them have been about narcos or border crossing. And that is part of our culture. But that's only this," the actor said, gesturing to indicate it only makes up a small portion of Mexico. "So why don't we show the other stuff?"
Boneta, best known for portraying Latin pop icon Luis Miguel in Netflix's 2018 biopic series and co-starring in "Rock of Ages," is now fighting against these stereotypical portrayals by unveiling his debut novel, "The Undoing of Alejandro Velasco." The Amazon Crossing book is publishing in English and available in Spanish on digital and audio formats. It is also slated for a television adaptation. 

    
"I feel weird calling myself an author. I feel like I'm a storyteller," said Boneta, 34, who is also a producer and a musician. "It's the most personal thing I've ever done, so it's really close to my heart."
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[image: A worker fixes the side mirror of a newly refurbished decorated truck at a yard for workshops in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday, April 21, 2025. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Pakistani truck art elevates heavy transport into mobile masterpieces
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Visa logo is displayed on a credit card in New Orleans, Aug. 11, 2019. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Visa wants to give artificial intelligence 'agents' your credit card
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]





        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The novel centers on a mysterious man named Julian Villareal, who sets out to solve the mystery behind his friend and tennis rival Alejandro's sudden death but finds himself in a series of twists and turns thanks to the Velasco family's wealth and business ties.

    
    
    
"It's in the vein of 'The Talented Mr. Ripley' meets 'Match Point,' set in San Miguel de Allende, full of plot twists," Boneta said.
Boneta says he wanted to set the novel in San Miguel de Allende to showcase a different side of Mexico to mainstream audiences. He grew up visiting family in the historic city and calls it the "Florence of Mexico."
"I really wanted it to feel like it was coming from my heart. So, I had to write about things that I was really passionate about, and San Miguel is one of them," he said. "It's truly a magical town."

    
Boneta did not plan on adding author to his list of attributes, until his sister and producing partner, Natalia Gonzalez-Boneta, suggested that they create their own intellectual property. Boneta will star as Julian in the Amazon Studios MGM series adaptation, which is currently in development. The actor and his team developed the novel and the series in tandem, though they put a pause on the series during the 2023 Hollywood strikes. Boneta says that he crafted the character to challenge himself when bringing the story to the screen. 
"I love transformative roles. I love the chameleon aspect of acting," he said. "That's what we tried to do with Julian and having the con man not be the introvert, but be like this like bon vivant guy. He's so worldly and says he has so much money, but is he really who he says he is?"
Julian is a role Boneta dreamed about as a kid when he failed to see himself represented on screen. He still remembers growing up and wondering why Batman wasn't someone who looked like his family members.


    
"To me, that's the most powerful way of creating an exclusive environment," he said. "If you're like, 'Oh, we're doing the Latin Batman, and he's gonna have a mariachi, sombrero and a lucha libre mask and maracas.' I'm like, 'Dude, I don't wanna see that.' I want the real Batman to happen to be a Latin guy. You don't even have to make a thing out of it."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/diego-boneta-undoing-of-alejandro-velasco-b9dc6746f314052e57b9f5a1965c8f36
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                    Lifestyle

    A trip to the Scottish Highlands offers a mix of history and modernity, along with whisky and Nessie




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Greig Street Bridge appears over River Ness in Inverness, Scotland, on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)]
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[image: Garry Coutts and his wife, Jane Cumming appear outside of their at their guest house and restaurant, Downright Gabbler, in Beauly, Scotland, on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)]
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[image: People shop in Leakey's Bookshop on Church Street in Inverness, Scotland, on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)]
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[image: The entrance to the renovated Victorian Market, hosting over 30 independent businesses, appears in Inverness, Scotland, on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)]
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[image: A general view of Inglis Street in Inverness, Scotland, appears on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)]
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[image: Tour guide Cath Findlay appears in the Old High Church Kirkyard in Inverness, Scotland, on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)]


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Tour guide Cath Findlay appears in the Old High Church Kirkyard in Inverness, Scotland, on March 31, 2025. (Albert Stumm via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ALBERT STUMM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        INVERNESS, Scotland (AP) -- As we crossed the Keswick Bridge into the rolling hills outside Inverness, green fields of early-spring barley still had months to grow until harvest. The grain will be sent to a nearby malting factory and eventually made into whisky at some of Scotland's 150-plus distilleries.
Interspersed among the barley fields were yellow rows of flowering rapeseed, used to make cooking oil, and herds of grazing sheep that seemed to outnumber people.
It was a tableau I thought would have been the same for a thousand years. But rapeseed only started to be planted in the 1970s, and at one point there were a lot more people than sheep, said my guide, Cath Findlay.
During the tumultuous hundred years of the Highland Clearance, landowners kicked out most of the tenants and replaced them with sheep, which were more valuable to them than people, Findlay said.

    
"At the time, the British government were fighting all over the world, and they needed wool for uniforms and meat for their soldiers," she said. "So in much of the Highlands, we see that it's hilly, and there's lots of sheep."
The history lesson resonated because it was obvious throughout my week in Scotland that the past is very much present. But Inverness and its environs are hardly stuck in the past.

    
    
    
Small, but thriving
Inverness is the gateway to the Highlands, a rugged, windswept region of northwest Scotland. The small but thriving city, one of the fastest-growing in the United Kingdom, is best known as the jumping-off point for mystical monster hunters attracted by the legend of Loch Ness.
In recent years, however, it's carving out an international identity beyond whisky, Nessie and tartan plaid, though there still is plenty of that too.
The center of town can be crossed on foot in a leisurely 15 minutes. Overlooking a cliff at one end, the red sandstone Inverness Castle was covered in scaffolding when I visited this spring. A renovation to turn it into an interactive attraction focused on stories of the Highlands is expected to finish this year.

    
Right in the center is the recently refurbished Victorian Market, a once bustling hall that was on the verge of closing anyway when the COVID lockdown arrived.
Town leaders took advantage of the moment to breathe new life into it. The market now includes a mix of craft stores, cafes, jewelry shops, barbers and one remaining butcher (try their meat pies, which Findlay said are better than homemade).
The seafood market was replaced with a lively food hall, with the acclaimed Bad Girls Bakery as its first tenant. Following soon were innovative but affordable seafood at The Redshank, pulled meat at Ollie's Pops, vegan at Salt N Fire, and more.
Now, there is live music every day and 75,000 people pass through the market during busier weeks -- nearly the size of the population of the entire city.
"It was dead as a doornail, and now it's the beating heart of the town," Findlay said.
Just up Church Street, the main drag, The Walrus and Corkscrew opened soon after as the town's only wine bar. And nearby at Black Isle Bar, wood-fired pizzas come paired with one of 24 organic beers that the owners brew on their own farm just outside town.

    
A story with your meal

In the nearby village of Beauly, the Downright Gabbler guesthouse has four suites and a full-time storyteller.
Garry Coutts and his wife, Jane Cumming, opened with a small dining room and their daughter Kristy as chef. It's not a restaurant, exactly, but they hold several themed events each week that combine Coutts' encyclopedic knowledge of Scottish history and legend with their daughter's modern take on traditional dishes.
Among the events is the regularly held Highland Banquet, six courses that trace the region's people from prehistory to modern times. Venison carpaccio with pickled blackberries, for instance, was inspired by hunter-gatherers, although Coutts noted they ate much more seafood and foraged vegetables than deer.
"They're very difficult to catch," Coutts quipped. "They run away!"
The courses unfolded with stories peppered throughout, ranging from some illegal origins of Johnnie Walker's whisky blends to the couple's distaste for Las Vegas. Also on the table was a deck of cards, each printed with the name of a prominent Scot to be drawn at random for a story told on the fly.

    
I pulled Alexander Graham Bell, who likely holds the record for having the most challenges from competitors for patent infringement, Coutts said.
"It's amazing the number of Americans that come in here and tell me he's not Scottish," he said.
If you go
Where to stay: Lodgings include the Ness Walk Hotel, a modern, five-star property a 20-minute walk from the center, and the Heathmount Hotel, a cozy, independent, three-star option within a 10-minute walk of Church Street.

Travelers tip: For such a small town, there is a shocking amount of live music. Performers attract crowds at Hootananny and The Highlander every night, and most nights at MacGregor's, among other spots. First, stop into The Malt Room for a whisky flight chosen from their list of 350 single-malts.
Find more information on visitscotland.com.
___
EDITOR'S NOTE: Albert Stumm writes about travel, food and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
Scottish history meets modern as the Highlands grow beyond whisky and Loch Ness
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    Syrian Druze spiritual leader slams government over deadly sectarian clashes




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Syrian citizens salute members of Syria's security forces deployed in the town of Sahnaya, south of Damascus, Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025, a day after clashes erupted between members of the minority Druze sect and pro-government fighters which left several people dead. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)]
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[image: Syria's security forces are deployed at a highway where they found bodies of Syrian Druze fighters who were in a convoy heading from the southern Sweida province towards the capital, at al-Sor al-Kobra village near the Sweida town, southern Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: A man checks a charred car that was burnt after clashes erupted between members of the minority Druze sect and pro-government fighters, in the town of Sahnaya, south of Damascus, Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)]
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[image: Sheikh Laith al-Balous, centre, a Druze leader in the southern Sweida province, speaks with Sweida governor Mustafa al-Bakour, left, at a highway where they found bodies of Syrian Druze fighters who were in a convoy heading from the southern Sweida province towards the capital to support their people, at al-Sor al-Kobra village, southern Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: A fighter of Syria's security forces is deployed at a highway where they found the bodies of Syrian Druze fighters who were in a convoy heading from the southern Sweida province towards the capital, at al-Sor al-Kobra village near the Sweida town, southern Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Syrian Red Crescent workers collect bodies off a highway of a convoy of Syrian Druze fighters who were heading from the southern Sweida province towards the capital to support their people, at al-Sor al-Kobra village near the Sweida town, southern Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: Syria's security forces deployed at a highway where they found bodies of Syrian Druze fighters who were in a convoy heading from the southern Sweida province towards the capital to support their people, at al-Sor al-Kobra village near the Sweida town, southern Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025.(AP Photo/Omar Albam)]
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[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrian boys look at the bodies of the former Shanaya's town mayor Houssam Warawar and his son Haidar, who were killed in the town of Sahnaya, south of Damascus, Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025, a day after clashes erupted between members of the minority Druze sect and pro-government fighters. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)]
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[image: EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Syrian boys take pictures with their mobile phones of the bodies of former Shanaya's town mayor Houssam Warawar and his son Haidar, who were killed in the town of Sahnaya, south of Damascus, Syria, Thursday, May 1, 2025, a day after clashes erupted between members of the minority Druze sect and pro-government fighters. (AP Photo/Ghaith Alsayed)]
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            GHAITH ALSAYED and KAREEM CHEHAYEB

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        DAMASCUS (AP) -- Druze spiritual leader Sheikh Hikmat Al-Hijri on Thursday harshly criticized Syria's government for what he called an "unjustified genocidal attack" on the minority community during deadly sectarian fighting in Druze-majority areas south of Damascus this week. 
Syria's Information Ministry said 11 members of the country's security forces were killed in two separate attacks, while Britain-based war monitor The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said 56 people in Sahnaya and the Druze-majority Damascus suburb of Jaramana were killed in clashes, among them local gunmen and security forces. 
The clashes broke out around midnight Monday after an audio clip circulated on social media of a man criticizing Islam's Prophet Muhammad. The audio was attributed to a Druze cleric. But cleric Marwan Kiwan said in a video posted on social media that he was not responsible for the audio, which angered many Sunni Muslims.

    
On Wednesday, 15 Druze men were killed in a highway ambush as they were heading to support armed groups south of Damascus against pro-government gunmen. No group has immediately claimed responsibility for the attack on the convoy.



    
        




    




"This collective killing is systematic, clear, visible, and documented," Al-Hijri's statement read. "We no longer trust a group that calls itself a government, because the government doesn't kill its own people through extremist gangs that are loyal to it, and after the massacre claims they are loose forces."

    
    
    
On Wednesday afternoon, the Syrian government said a deal was reached between Druze dignitaries and official representatives after which security forces and pro-government gunmen entered Sahnaya and Druze gunmen withdrew from the streets. 
Videos on social media showed what appear to be pro-government militias beating Druze men they had captured in Sahnaya and making offensive sectarian remarks. 

    
The Druze religious sect is a minority group that began as a 10th-century offshoot of Ismailism, a branch of Shiite Islam. More than half of the roughly 1 million Druze worldwide live in Syria. Most of the other Druze live in Lebanon and Israel, including in the Golan Heights, which Israel captured from Syria in the 1967 Mideast War and annexed in 1981. In Syria, they largely live in the southern Sweida province and some suburbs of Damascus.
Syria's leadership, former insurgents who toppled former President Bashar Assad in December, has promised to protect minority groups but they're led by Islamist Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS, which has had affiliations in the past with the Sunni Muslim extremist al-Qaida group and is viewed by the minorities with suspicion.

Most Druze spiritual leaders and factions have opted to air their grievances in closed communication with the new government, but concerns have heightened after a crackdown on Assad loyalists in Syria's coastal province turned into a series of targeted revenge attacks against the Alawite minority group. Videos widely circulated of houses burned down and bloodied bodies of Alawites on the streets. Tens of thousands of Alawites fled south to neighboring Lebanon and many are too scared to return. 
The Druze have since become reluctant to lay down their arms, which they say they need for protection. 
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. 
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    In final season, 'The Righteous Gemstones' embraces depravity even as it appeals to Christians




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    As the final season of "The Righteous Gemstones" comes to a close on Sunday, series creator and star Danny McBride says the megachurches that it depicts are particularly "reflective of America." (April 30)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- For a show about a Christian megachurch pastor and his nepo baby children -- between the sex, violence and full-frontal nudity courtesy of Walton Goggins -- the final season of "The Righteous Gemstones" is rife with its trademark depravity.
But Danny McBride, who stars in and created the HBO series, has always hoped it would speak to people of faith, even as he acknowledged his crude sense of humor might not be for everyone.
"My hope honestly with creating the show was that people who were religious would watch it. That, ultimately, they would understand that this isn't making fun of them, but it's probably making fun of people that they identify and are annoyed by," he told The Associated Press ahead of the fourth and final season's finale on Sunday. "A lot of people who come up to me, honestly, their first thing will be like, 'I go to church and I think it's funny.'"

    
McBride grew up in a devout Christian household in the South. His mom even led a puppet ministry when he was a kid. At some point, though, the 48-year-old decided churchgoing wasn't for him. But his interest remained, particularly as he began to learn more about megachurches after moving to Charleston, South Carolina.



    
        




    




"I felt like it kind of was reflective of America in a way that everything is sort of turned into a money game," he said. "The idea that like we could take something like religion and ultimately turn it into a corporation."

    
    
    
McBride's series follows widowed patriarch Eli Gemstone (John Goodman) and his three adult children, the eldest of whom is played by McBride. Although the series is steeped in modern evangelical culture, McBride said, in general, people of faith were not meant to be the target of his satire.
"It was more about hypocrites and people who were saying one thing and living another," he said.
Celebrity preachers like Joel Osteen and T.D. Jakes have been fixtures of evangelical culture since the early aughts thanks to their massive congregations and strategic media presence, not to mention the Billy Grahams, Jerry Fallwells and Jim Bakkers that preceded them. But a new generation of Instagram-savvy preachers has made its way into pop culture, like Hillsong's now-disgraced Carl Lentz and Justin Bieber's pastor, Judah Smith.
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With that fame comes scrutiny and the charge that their celebrity and wealth stand in contrast to the message of Jesus. But that disaffection with religious leaders that McBride exploits isn't new, says Kathryn Lofton, a professor of religious studies and American studies at Yale University.
"There's not a lot of very positive depictions of evangelists in American media in the last 50 years," Lofton said.
The Christianity of the Gemstone empire is anything but austere. The second episode of this season, for example, closes with Eli's kids hosting their extravagant annual give-a-thon in honor of their late mother's birthday.
"If the line's busy, call back. Somebody's gonna pick up. It might just be God," implores Uncle Baby Billy (Goggins). And what's a church service without a choir, dancing and, of course, jet packs?

    
For Deon Gibson, a graphic artist who used to work for pastor Paula White before she became the head of Donald Trump's White House Faith Office, the show is right on the nose. 
"I knew those characters while I worked in the megachurches," he said. "Aside from the Hollywood theatrics, it is spot on. The conversations they have, the switching around of power and positions."
McBride did admit it was a difficult subject to satirize considering the viral videos that often surface showing similarly extravagant stunts and rock concerts being performed at church. 
One comment on the show's subreddit shares a video clip of James River Church's annual Stronger Men's Conference in Missouri. "Thought this was a scene from the show at first," the commenter says of the massive pyrotechnics, monster trucks and acrobats descending from the ceiling.
"My biggest fear would be that we would put stuff in the show and then like months later before the show comes out you would like see a church actually doing something we were doing," McBride said. "You're like, 'I just hope people don't think we're ripping them off.'"
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Adam Devine said he thinks making satire in general is a challenge right now.
"Some of the headlines in the news, you're like, well, that wouldn't even work because people would be like, 'That's too crazy,'" Devine said.
For all its critique and humor though, the series also infuses moments of tenderness and poignancy. One storyline that culminates in the series finale is Kelvin's struggle with his queer identity and his relationship with his partner.
"I hope that some kids who feel like hopeless and they're battling over whether they're gay or not, that this gives them a sense of hope that you can come out and be accepted by your family, by people within your church," Devine said. "Not everyone is going to turn their backs on you."

    
But Gibson, who still identifies as a believer but is no longer part of a congregation, thinks the show's depictions of the megachurch world might be a tough hurdle for some people to get over.

"I think it would offend some people, the honesty of some of the characters. But I like the show because I saw both sides. I saw that side of the ministry corruption, but at the end of the day, they were people," he said. "They were regular people who just got caught up in the fame and the money."
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    Brazilian nun who was the world's oldest person has died at 116




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Sister Inah Canabarro, a Brazilian nun and teacher who was the world's oldest person, died on Wednesday just weeks short of turning 117, her religious congregation said. Canabarro died at home of natural causes, said her Teresian nun congregation, the Company of Saint Teresa of Jesus. She was confirmed in January as the world's oldest person by LongeviQuest, an organization that tracks supercentenarians around the globe.
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Sister Inah Canabarro, a Brazilian nun and teacher who was the world's oldest person, died on Wednesday just weeks short of turning 117, her religious congregation said.
Canabarro died at home of natural causes, said her Teresian nun congregation, the Company of Saint Teresa of Jesus. She was confirmed in January as the world's oldest person by LongeviQuest, an organization that tracks supercentenarians around the globe. 
She would have turned 117 on May 27. According to LongeviQuest, the world's oldest person is now Ethel Caterham, a 115-year-old British woman.
Canabarro said her Catholic faith was the key to her longevity, in a video taken by LongeviQuest in February 2024. The smiling Canabarro can be seen cracking jokes, sharing miniature paintings she used to make of wild flowers and reciting the Hail Mary prayer. 

    
"I'm young, pretty and friendly -- all very good, positive qualities that you have too," the Teresian nun told the visitors to her retirement home in the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre. 
As a child, Sister Inah Canabarro was so skinny that many people didn't think she would survive into adulthood, Cleber Canabarro, her 84-year-old nephew, told The Associated Press in January,



    
        




    




Her great-grandfather was a famed Brazilian general who took up arms during the turbulent period following Brazil's independence from Portugal in the 19th century.

    
    
    
She took up religious work while she was a teenager and spent two years in Montevideo, Uruguay, before moving to Rio de Janeiro and eventually settling in her home state of Rio Grande do Sul. A lifelong teacher, among her former students was Gen. Joao Figueiredo, the last of the military dictators who governed Brazil between 1964 and 1985. She was also the beloved creator of two marching bands at schools in sister cities straddling the border between Uruguay and Brazil.

    
For her 110th birthday, she was honored by Pope Francis. She was the second oldest nun ever documented, after Lucile Randon, who was the world's oldest person until her death in 2023 at the age of 118.
Canabarro took the title of the oldest living person following the death of Japan's Tomiko Itooka in December, according to LongeviQuest. She ranked as the 20th oldest documented person to have ever lived, a list topped by Frenchwoman Jeanne Calment, who died in 1997 at the age of 122, according to LongeviQuest.

"Her long and meaningful life touched many, and her legacy as a devoted educator, religious sister, and a supercentenarian will be remembered with great admiration," LongeviQuest said in a statement.
The wake for Canabarro will take place on Thursday in Porto Alegre, the capital of southern state of Rio Grande do Sul, her order said. 
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    Juez prohibe deportaciones de venezolanos en el sur de Texas bajo ley de guerra del siglo XVIII




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente Donald Trump en la Casa Blanca en Washington el 1 de mayo del 2025. (AP foto/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        Un juez federal prohibio el jueves a la administracion Trump deportar a cualquier venezolano del sur de Texas bajo una ley de guerra del siglo XVIII.
El juez Fernando Rodriguez Jr es el primer juez en dictaminar que la Ley de Enemigos Extranjeros no puede ser utilizada contra personas que la administracion republicana afirma son miembros de pandillas invasoras.
"Ni el Tribunal ni las partes cuestionan que el Poder Ejecutivo puede dirigir la detencion y expulsion de extranjeros que participen en actividades delictivas en Estados Unidos", escribio Rodriguez. Sin embargo, senalo que "la invocacion de la Ley por parte del Presidente a traves de la Proclamacion excede el alcance del estatuto y es contraria al significado claro y ordinario de los terminos del estatuto".
En marzo, el presidente Donald Trump emitio una proclamacion afirmando que la pandilla venezolana Tren de Aragua estaba invadiendo Estados Unidos. Alego que tenia poderes especiales para deportar a inmigrantes, identificados por su administracion como miembros de pandillas, sin los procedimientos judiciales habituales.

    
La Ley de Enemigos Extranjeros solo se ha utilizado tres veces antes en la historia de Estados Unidos, la mas reciente durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial, cuando se cito para internar a japoneses-estadounidenses.



    
        




    




La proclamacion desencadeno una ola de litigios mientras la administracion intentaba enviar a migrantes acusados de ser miembros de pandillas a una prision notoria en El Salvador.


    
    
    
El fallo de Rodriguez es significativo porque es la primera orden judicial permanente formal contra del uso de la ley por parte de la administracion y sostiene que el presidente esta haciendo un uso indebido de ese instrumento legal.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Asesor de seguridad nacional de Trump dejara el cargo




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El asesor de seguridad nacional estadounidense Mike Waltz en la Casa Blanca en Washington el 1 de mayo del 2025. (AP foto/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El asesor de seguridad nacional de la Casa Blanca, Mike Waltz, dejara el gobierno, segun dos personas familiarizadas con el asunto el jueves, en lo que marca el primer gran cambio de personal en el segundo mandato del presidente Donald Trump.
Waltz estuvo bajo un intenso escrutinio en marzo despues de que se revelara que anadio al periodista Jeffrey Goldberg a una cadena de mensajes privados en la aplicacion de mensajeria encriptada Signal, que se utilizo para discutir la planificacion de una operacion militar sensible el 15 de marzo contra los huties en Yemen. Una aliada de extrema derecha del presidente, Laura Loomer, tambien ha criticado a Waltz, diciendole a Trump en una reciente conversacion en la Oficina Oval que necesita deshacerse de los asesores que, segun ella, no son lo suficientemente leales.
El adjunto de Waltz, Alex Wong, tambien dejara el cargo, segun las personas que hablaron bajo condicion de anonimato para discutir un movimiento de personal que aun no se ha hecho publico. El Consejo de Seguridad Nacional no respondio a una solicitud de comentarios.

    
Waltz, quien sirvio en la Camara de Representantes representando a Florida durante tres mandatos, es el funcionario de alto rango mas prominente en dejar el cargo desde que Trump regreso a la Casa Blanca. En su segundo mandato, el presidente republicano ha tratado de evitar el tumulto de sus primeros cuatro anos en el cargo, durante los cuales paso por cuatro asesores de seguridad nacional, cuatro jefes de gabinete de la Casa Blanca y dos secretarios de Estado.



    
        




    




En el caso de la cadena de Signal, el secretario de Defensa, Pete Hegseth, tambien proporciono los tiempos exactos de los lanzamientos de aviones de guerra y cuando caerian las bombas. Waltz habia asumido previamente la "responsabilidad total" por construir la cadena de mensajes y los funcionarios de la administracion describieron el episodio como un "error" pero uno que no causo dano a estadounidenses. Waltz sostuvo que no estaba seguro de como Goldberg termino en la cadena de mensajes e insistio en que no conocia al periodista.

    
    
    
Trump y la Casa Blanca --que insistieron en que no se compartio informacion clasificada en la cadena de mensajes-- han apoyado publicamente a Waltz durante todo el episodio. Pero el asesor de seguridad nacional tambien estaba bajo ataque de personalidades como Loomer, quien se habia estado quejando a los funcionarios de la administracion de que habia sido excluida del proceso de seleccion para los asesores del Consejo de Seguridad Nacional. En su opinion, Waltz confiaba demasiado en los "neocons" --refiriendose a los neoconservadores belicistas dentro del Partido Republicano-- asi como en otros que Loomer argumentaba no eran totalmente leales.

    
Waltz estuvo en television hasta la manana del jueves, promoviendo el acuerdo con Ucrania para acceder a sus minerales y otros recursos naturales. 

A medida que comenzaron a circular informes de que Waltz podria dejar la administracion, Loomer parecio atribuirse el merito en una publicacion en el sitio de redes sociales X, escribiendo: "SCALP" ("Descapado").
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    De Tokio a Turin a Los Angeles, las politicas de Trump se ciernen sobre marchas del 1 de Mayo




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Un activista levanta el puno durante una manifestacion del Primero de Mayo en Manila, Filipinas, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Aaron Favila)]
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            Un activista levanta el puno durante una manifestacion del Primero de Mayo en Manila, Filipinas, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Aaron Favila)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Miembros de la confederacion sindical coreana participan en una manifestacion en Seul, Corea del Sur, coincidiendo con la celebracion del Primero de Mayo, el 1 de mayo de 2025. Los carteles, en coreano, dicen "Logremos derechos laborales basicos". (AP Foto/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Un partidario del Partido Comunista de Irak ondea una replica del simbolo comunista formado por una hoz y un martillo, durante la conmemoracion del Primero de Mayo en Bagdad, Irak, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Hadi Mizban)]
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[image: Un sindicalista es detenido por agentes de la policia de Turquia mientras participaba en los actos del Primero de Mayo en Estambul, Turquia, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Khalil Hamra)]
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            Un sindicalista es detenido por agentes de la policia de Turquia mientras participaba en los actos del Primero de Mayo en Estambul, Turquia, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Khalil Hamra)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El presidente de Indonesia, Prabowo Subianto (segundo por la izquierda), arroja su camisa a la multitud durante un mitin con motivo del Primero de Mayo, en el Monumento Nacional, en Yakarta, Indonesia, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Tatan Syuflana)]
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            El presidente de Indonesia, Prabowo Subianto (segundo por la izquierda), arroja su camisa a la multitud durante un mitin con motivo del Primero de Mayo, en el Monumento Nacional, en Yakarta, Indonesia, el 1 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Tatan Syuflana)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participantes en una marcha con motivo del Primero de Mayo recorren una calle en Tokio, el 1 de mayo de 2025. La pancarta dice, en japones, "Protejan la vida y los negocios". (AP Foto/Yuri Kageyama)]
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            Participantes en una marcha con motivo del Primero de Mayo recorren una calle en Tokio, el 1 de mayo de 2025. La pancarta dice, en japones, "Protejan la vida y los negocios". (AP Foto/Yuri Kageyama)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Lideres sindicales franceses condenaron la "trumpizacion" de la politica mundial, mientras que en Italia, manifestantes del 1 de Mayo marcharon un muneco del presidente estadounidense por las calles de Turin.
A traves de los continentes, cientos de miles de personas participaron en las marchas del jueves que conmemoraron el Dia Internacional de los Trabajadores, muchas unidas en su ira por la agenda del presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, desde los agresivos aranceles que avivan los temores de inestabilidad economica mundial hasta las medidas energicas contra la inmigracion .
En Estados Unidos, los organizadores enmarcaron las protestas de este ano como una resistencia contra lo que llamaron un ataque generalizado a las protecciones laborales, las iniciativas de diversidad y los empleados federales.
En Alemania, los lideres sindicales advirtieron que las jornadas laborales extendidas y el creciente sentimiento antiinmigrante estaban desmantelando las protecciones laborales. En Berna, Suiza, miles marcharon detras de pancartas que denunciaban el fascismo y la guerra, como parte de una reaccion mas amplia contra el auge global de la politica de extrema derecha.

    
En Francia, los lideres sindicales predijeron que cientos de miles se uniran a las protestas en todo el pais, impulsados por la ira sobre la influencia militar y comercial de Estados Unidos en Europa. El lider de extrema izquierda Jean-Luc Melenchon condeno el papel de Washington en la inestabilidad global y acuso a Estados Unidos de empujar a Europa hacia el conflicto y la subordinacion economica.



    
        




    




"Si los estadounidenses ya no quieren nuestros productos, simplemente podemos venderlos a otros", sostuvo.

    
    
    
En Espana, miles marcharon por las principales arterias de Madrid, Barcelona y otras ciudades, con demandas que iban desde una semana laboral mas corta hasta respuestas por un historico apagon que dejo sin electricidad a la Peninsula Iberica a principios de esta semana. Tambien surgio el nombre de Trump.

    
Temores economicos avivados por Trump ensombrecen a Asia
El presidente de Taiwan, Lai Ching-te, menciono los nuevos aranceles de Estados Unidos al promover un amplio paquete economico destinado a apuntalar empleos e industria. En Filipinas, el lider de la protesta, Mong Palatino, advirtio que "las guerras arancelarias y las politicas de Trump" amenazaban a las industrias locales y los medios de subsistencia de las personas.
En Japon, la imagen de Trump domino la jornada --literalmente-- al tiempo que un camion de la marcha en Tokio transportaba un muneco hecho a su imagen. Los manifestantes exigieron aumentos salariales, igualdad de genero, atencion medica, ayuda humanitaria, un alto el fuego en Gaza y el fin de la invasion rusa de Ucrania.
"Para que nuestros hijos puedan vivir con esperanza, los derechos de los trabajadores deben ser reconocidos", afirmo Junko Kuramochi, miembro de un grupo de madres que protesto en la capital japonesa.
Tadashi Ito, un obrero de la construccion sindicado, mostro su preocupacion por el posible aumento del precio de las materias primas importadas.
"Todo el mundo compite por el trabajo, por lo que los contratos tienden a ir donde los salarios son mas bajos", comento. "Creemos que la paz es lo primero. Y esperamos que Trump erradique el conflicto y las desigualdades".

    
Preocupacion por aranceles de EEUU
Bajo el cielo nublado de Taipei, alrededor de 2.500 afiliados a sindicatos comenzaron su marcha en la oficina presidencial representando sectores desde la pesca hasta las telecomunicaciones. Advirtieron que los aranceles de Trump podrian provocar la perdida de empleos.
"Por eso esperamos que el gobierno pueda proponer planes para proteger los derechos de los trabajadores", dijo el lider sindical Carlos Wang. Un sindicato de trabajadores automotrices llevo un auto recortado con una foto de Trump.
El presidente Lai dijo que su gobierno ha presentado un proyecto de ley de 410.000 millones de dolares taiwaneses (12.800 millones de dolares) para apoyar la industria local y proteger la economia de los impactos globales.
En Manila, miles de trabajadores filipinos marcharon cerca del palacio presidencial, cuyo acceso estaba bloqueado por barricadas policiales. Los participantes exigian aumentos salariales y una mayor proteccion para los empleos y negocios locales.

    
En Yakarta, el presidente de Indonesia, Prabowo Subianto, se dirigio a una multitud que lo vitoreaba en el Parque del Monumento Nacional.
"El gobierno que lidero trabajara tan duro como sea posible para erradicar la pobreza en Indonesia", sostuvo Subianto a la multitud.
Se espera que alrededor de 200.000 trabajadores indonesios participen en las marchas del Dia del Trabajo en la principal economia del sudeste asiatico, segun Said Iqbal, presidente de la Confederacion de Sindicatos del pais. Exigieron la eliminacion de las normas de subcontratacion, aumentos salariales y proteccion para trabajadores domesticos y trabajadores migrantes en el extranjero, explico Iqbal.

    
Arresto del alcalde de Estambul, en foco de protestas en Turquia
En Turquia, el 1 de Mayo sirvio como plataforma no solo para los derechos laborales sino tambien para exhortos a defender los valores democraticos. Decenas de miles se reunieron en la orilla asiatica de Estambul, en Kadikoy, para una marcha, donde algunos protestaron por el encarcelamiento del alcalde opositor de Estambul, Ekrem Imamoglu.
Su encarcelamiento en marzo provoco las mayores protestas registradas en el pais en mas de una decada. Las autoridades bloquearon el acceso al centro de Estambul y cerraron lineas de transporte publico. Segun una asociacion de abogados, mas de 400 manifestantes fueron arrestados antes de la tarde cerca de la Plaza Taksim, incluidos abogados que intentaban seguir las detenciones.
Marcha numerosa planeada en Los Angeles
Se espera que en Los Angeles se lleve a cabo uno de los actos mas multitudinarios del mundo este ano, solo dias despues que Trump superara la marca de los 100 dias de su regreso al cargo. Los organizadores dicen que las protestas reflejan una creciente frustracion con politicas que consideran favorecen a los magnates sobre los trabajadores y a las corporaciones sobre las comunidades.
Aunque las marchas se centran en los derechos laborales, muchas tambien apuntaron a los esfuerzos del gobierno para debilitar los sindicatos, reducir la fuerza laboral federal y frenar las protecciones para los inmigrantes. En todo el pais, cientos de manifestaciones fueron planeadas por sindicatos, grupos estudiantiles y coaliciones de base, haciendo eco de un llamado mas amplio a priorizar los servicios publicos sobre las ganancias privadas y las familias trabajadoras sobre las elites adineradas.
Una pancarta en la marcha de Los Angeles resumia el tema del dia: "Una lucha, una pelea - !Trabajadores unios!"
"Estamos llevando la lucha a los multimillonarios y politicos que intentan dividirnos con miedo y mentiras. Sabemos la verdad: un ataque a los trabajadores inmigrantes es un ataque a todos los trabajadores", declaro April Verrett, presidenta del Sindicato Internacional de Empleados de Servicios, que representa a dos millones de personas.
___
Kageyama reporto desde Tokio.
___

Los periodistas de The Associated Press Suman Naishadham en Madrid, Nicolas Garriga y Masha Macpherson en Paris, Jamey Keaten en Ginebra, Joeal Calupitan en Manila, Filipinas; Andrew Wilks en Estambul, Turquia; Niniek Karmini en Yakarta, Indonesia; Sophia Tareen en Chicago y Taijing Wu en Taipei, Taiwan, contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Posponen negociaciones nucleares entre EEUU e Iran
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                                        DUBAI, Emiratos Arabes Unidos (AP) -- Las negociaciones planeadas entre Iran y Estados Unidos este fin de semana sobre el programa nuclear de Teheran han sido pospuestas, anuncio Oman el jueves.
El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Oman, Badr al-Busaidi, hizo el anuncio en una publicacion en la plataforma social X.
"Por razones logisticas estamos reprogramando la reunion entre Estados Unidos e Iran, provisionalmente planeada para el sabado 3 de mayo", escribio. "Se anunciaran nuevas fechas cuando se acuerden mutuamente".
Al-Busaidi, quien ha mediado las conversaciones a traves de tres rondas hasta ahora, no dio mas detalles. 
Esmail Baghaei, vocero del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Iran, emitio un comunicado diciendo que las negociaciones "han sido postergadas a solicitud del ministro de exteriores de Oman". Indico que Iran sigue comprometido con "un acuerdo justo y duradero".

    
Entretanto, una fuente oficial estadounidense dijo que Washington nunca habia confirmado su participacion en la ronda de conversaciones, pero que los dialogos se reanudaran "en el futuro cercano". La fuente hablo a condicion de anonimato al no estar autorizada para hablar publicamente del tema.



    
        




    




Las conversaciones del sabado iban a celebrarse en Roma, donde pronto se realizara el conclave para elegir un nuevo papa tras la muerte del papa Francisco. Otras dos rondas de conversaciones se han celebrado en Mascate, la capital de Oman.

    
    
    
Las conversaciones buscan limitar el programa nuclear de Iran a cambio del levantamiento de algunas de las sanciones economicas que Estados Unidos ha impuesto a la Republica Islamica. Las negociaciones han sido lideradas por el ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Iran, Abbas Araghchi, y el enviado de Estados Unidos para Oriente Medio, Steve Witkoff.
El presidente estadounidense Donald Trump ha amenazado repetidamente con desatar ataques aereos dirigidos al programa de Iran si no se alcanza un acuerdo. Los funcionarios iranies advierten cada vez mas que podrian buscar un arma nuclear con su reserva de uranio enriquecido a niveles cercanos a los de grado armamentistico.

    
El acuerdo nuclear de Iran de 2015 con las potencias mundiales si limito el programa de Teheran. Sin embargo, Trump se retiro unilateralmente en 2018, poniendo en marcha anos de ataques y tensiones. El Medio Oriente en general tambien sigue en tension por la guerra entre Israel y Hamas en la Franja de Gaza.
Mientras tanto, Estados Unidos continua una campana de ataques aereos contra los rebeldes huties de Yemen, quienes son respaldados por Iran.

La ronda de conversaciones del sabado tambien tuvo lugar cuando una explosion sacudio un puerto irani, matando al menos a 70 personas e hiriendo a mas de 1.000.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Agencia de salud de Trump recomienda terapia para jovenes transgenero, no atencion afirmativa




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Una manifestacion a favor de los derechos transgenero frente a la Corte Suprema de Estados Unidos en Washington, el 4 de diciembre del 2024. (AP foto/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        La administracion del presidente Donald Trump publico el jueves una extensa revision sobre la atencion medica para personas transgenero que aboga por una mayor dependencia de la terapia conductual en lugar de una atencion medica amplia de afirmacion de genero para jovenes con disforia.
El informe de 409 paginas del Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos cuestiona los estandares para el tratamiento de jovenes transgenero emitidos por la Asociacion Profesional Mundial para la Salud Transgenero y probablemente se utilizara para respaldar el abrupto cambio del gobierno en la manera de atender a un subconjunto de la poblacion que se ha convertido en un tema polemico.
Este nuevo informe de "mejores practicas" es una respuesta a una orden ejecutiva que Trump emitio dias despues de comenzar su segundo mandato, la cual establece que el gobierno federal no debe apoyar las transiciones de genero para menores de 19 anos.

    
"Nuestro deber es proteger a los ninos de nuestra nacion, no exponerlos a intervenciones medicas no probadas e irreversibles. Debemos seguir el estandar de oro de la ciencia, no las agendas activistas", declaro en un comunicado el director de los Institutos Nacionales de Salud, el doctor Jay Bhattacharya.



    
        




    




El informe contradice fuertemente la orientacion de la Asociacion Medica Estadounidense, que ha instado a los estados a no prohibir la atencion de afirmacion de genero para menores, diciendo que "la evidencia empirica ha demostrado que las identidades de genero trans y no binarias son variaciones normales de la identidad y expresion humana".

    
    
    
Sin embargo, el Departamento indico que su informe no es una guia clinica y no hace ninguna recomendacion de politica. El informe tambien esta limitado a los ninos y no aborda el tratamiento para adultos.
La atencion de afirmacion de genero para jovenes transgenero segun estandares ampliamente utilizados en los Estados Unidos incluye terapia de conversacion de apoyo y puede --pero no siempre-- involucrar bloqueadores de la pubertad o tratamiento hormonal.

    
En el informe del gobierno de Trump se indica que "muchos" adolescentes estadounidenses que son transgenero o cuestionan su identidad de genero han recibido operaciones quirurgicas o medicamentos. De hecho, tales tratamientos siguen siendo raros como una porcion de la poblacion. Menos de 1 de cada 1.000 adolescentes estadounidenses recibieron medicacion de afirmacion de genero --bloqueadores de la pubertad u hormonas-- segun un estudio de cinco anos de personas con seguro comercial publicado este ano. Aproximadamente 1.200 pacientes se sometieron a cirugias de afirmacion de genero en un ano reciente, segun otro estudio.
Muchos adolescentes estadounidenses pueden decidir no proceder con medicamentos o cirugias de afirmacion de genero. Las recomendaciones de las asociaciones medicas indican que la mejor atencion incluye desarrollar un plan con expertos medicos y miembros de la familia que incluya psicoterapia para cada joven.
"Es muy inquietante ver como el gobierno federal inyecta politica e ideologia en la ciencia medica", dijo Shannon Minter, director legal del Centro Nacional de Derechos de las Lesbianas. Minter dijo que el informe podria generar temor entre las familias que buscan atencion y entre los proveedores medicos.

    
"Es orwelliano. Esta disenado para confundir y desorientar", agrego Minter.
El doctor Jack Drescher, psiquiatra y psicoanalista de Nueva York que trabaja en temas de orientacion sexual e identidad de genero, dijo que el informe es unilateral y "magnifica los riesgos de los tratamientos, al tiempo que minimiza los beneficios de los tratamientos".
Un juez bloqueo partes clave de la orden de Trump, que incluye negar subvenciones de investigacion y educativas a escuelas de medicina, hospitales y otras instituciones que brindan atencion de afirmacion de genero a personas de 18 anos o menos. Varios hospitales en todo el pais dejaron de brindar atencion. La Casa Blanca dijo el lunes que, desde que Trump asumio el cargo, el Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos ha eliminado 215 subvenciones por un total de 477 millones de dolares para investigacion o educacion sobre tratamientos de afirmacion de genero.

    
La mayoria de los estados controlados por republicanos tambien han adoptado prohibiciones o restricciones sobre la atencion de afirmacion de genero. Se espera un fallo de la Corte Suprema despues de que los jueces escucharon argumentos en diciembre en un caso sobre si los estados pueden hacer cumplir tales leyes.
La orden ejecutiva del 28 de enero es una de varias politicas de la administracion dirigidas a negar la existencia de personas transgenero. Trump tambien ha ordenado al gobierno que identifique a las personas como hombres o mujeres en lugar de aceptar un concepto de genero en el que las personas se situan a lo largo de un espectro, retirar a los militares transgenero del ejercito y prohibir que las mujeres y ninas transgenero participen en competiciones deportivas que se alineen con su genero. Este mes, el Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos emitio una guia para proteger a los denunciantes que informen sobre medicos u hospitales que brinden atencion de afirmacion de genero. Actualmente, los jueces bloquean la aplicacion de varias de las politicas.

    
El mas reciente informe del Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos, que Trump solicito mientras hacia campana el ano pasado, representa una reversion en la politica federal. La Administracion de Servicios de Salud Mental y Abuso de Sustancias, que forma parte del Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos, encontro que ninguna investigacion habia determinado que las intervenciones de salud conductual pudieran cambiar la identidad de genero o la orientacion sexual de alguien. La actualizacion de 2023 de las conclusiones de 2015 ya no esta en el sitio web de la agencia.
Aunque el secretario de Salud, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., ha prometido repetidamente practicar la "transparencia radical", su departamento no ha publicado ninguna informacion sobre quien fue el autor del estudio. El gobierno dice que este nuevo informe pasara por un proceso de revision por pares y dira mas adelante quien contribuyo al informe "para ayudar a mantener la integridad de este proceso".
En el informe se indica que los grupos medicos han utilizado el tratamiento medico en lugar de la terapia conductual para jovenes transgenero en parte debido a una "tergiversacion de enfoques como la 'terapia de conversion'", que aproximadamente la mitad de los estados han prohibido para menores.

La Academia de Psiquiatria Infantil y Adolescente ha dicho que la evidencia muestra que las terapias de conversion infligen dano a los jovenes, el cual incluye tasas elevadas de ideacion suicida.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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