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                  Army denies use of online 'IO' campaigns                

                Spokesman says efforts to correct misinformation and inform the public are above-board
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                                The army does not conduct online military-style information-influencing operations (IO), but has been providing facts to correct misleading information on social media, says Maj Gen Winthai Suwaree.
The Royal Thai Army spokesman made the comment during a discussion about the state's use of social media at a meeting of the House Committee on National Security, Border Affairs, National Strategy and Reform.

Representatives from other agencies including the Office of Policy and Planning, Internal Security Operations Command and Royal Thai Police also attended to clarify their roles in the alleged use of IO, also known as "coordinated inauthentic behaviour".

People's Party deputy leader Rangsiman Rome, the committee chairman, said IO was not a new issue as it has been raised multiple times since the coup regime of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, when IO tactics used against activists, academics and politicians were exposed and taken down by Facebook.

Despite expectations that such operations would end under the current civilian-led government, Mr Rangsiman claimed they have instead become more aggressive.

He stressed that the state's use of IO not only targets opposition parties but also figures within the government itself.

He strongly opposed the use of taxpayers' money to spread fake news or hate speech online, as it could create division among people, which contradicts the military's mission of national unity.

He noted that IO can be justified in military conflicts between nations. However, using such tools domestically by treating some Thai citizens as enemies harms national security. It also reduces the country's ability to tackle real threats, such as drug trafficking.

In response, Maj Gen Winthai told the committee that the army did not conduct IO in the way critics had pointed out.

He explained that while "IO" is a term commonly used in military contexts globally, especially during wartime, the Thai army uses regular communication tools, particularly online, to correct misinformation and build public understanding, and it does so openly.

If content is found to be inaccurate or inappropriate, legal tools such as the Computer Crime Act or defamation laws can be used to deal with it, he said, adding that figures such as politicians or academics may be monitored due to the level of their influence.
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                  Trans women barred from women's football in England                

                Policy in line with UK Supreme Court ruling that definition of 'woman' is based on sex at birth
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                                LONDON - Transgender women will no longer be able to play in women's football from June 1, England's governing Football Association announced on Thursday.
The FA said it had updated its policy following last month's UK Supreme Court ruling regarding the Equality Act.

The Scottish Football Association said Thursday it would also introduce a similar ban from the start of its 2025-26 season.

The rule changes will apply to all women's football at amateur and professional levels in both countries.

The English FA's transgender inclusion policy had been updated just before the Supreme Court ruling, and continued to allow transgender women to play in women's football provided they reduced testosterone levels.

Those rule changes gave the FA discretion on whether to allow a trans woman to play, with consideration given to issues of safety and fairness.

Now though, the FA has redrawn its policy and barred trans women from the women's game after the Supreme Court, the UK's highest court, ruled the legal definition of a "woman" is based on a person's sex at birth and does not include transgender women who hold a gender recognition certificate.

"We understand that this will be difficult for people who simply want to play the game they love in the gender by which they identify, and we are contacting the registered transgender women currently playing to explain the changes and how they can continue to stay involved in the game," the FA said in a statement.

In a separate announcement, the SFA said: "As a gender-affected sport, the Scottish FA board has determined that from the start of season 2025-26 only biological females will be permitted to play in competitive girls' and women's football which is governed by the Scottish FA."

'Fairness and safety'

Fiona McAnena, director of campaigns at the charity Sex Matters, welcomed the ruling at the time, saying it was crucial for fairness and safety.

"The judges mentioned fairness in sport," she told Britain's Press Association. "The law was always clear that everyone male can be excluded to provide fair, safe sport for women and girls, but some people claimed it was unkind or complicated to do so.

"It's neither of those -- it's essential for fairness and safety for everyone female."

Transgender participation has become a hot issue as different sports try to balance inclusivity with ensuring fair competition.

International governing bodies in a number of sports including cycling, swimming and athletics have tightened policies to effectively ban transgender competitors, in some cases amid fears of possible legal action should a biological woman be injured by a trans competitor.

Sebastian Coe, the president of World Athletics, has been outspoken about "protecting" the female category.

The British track great, a double Olympic 1500 metres champion, made defending women's sport a key plank of his unsuccessful bid to succeed Thomas Bach as president of the International Olympic Committee.

In March, World Athletics said it had introduced a cheek swab test to determine if an athlete is biologically female.

"It's important to do it because it maintains... not just talking about the integrity of female women's sport, but actually guaranteeing it," said Coe.

Meanwhile, Donald Trump's administration has said it will only recognise two sexes, male and female, and the US president signed an executive order seeking to ban transgender athletes from participating in women's sports.
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                Rapid disbursement of state budget urged to curb impact of uncertainty over US tariffs
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                                The Ministry of Finance has cut its forecast for Thailand's economic growth this year to 2.1% from 3%, saying that the impact of US tariffs and a global slowdown would weigh on Southeast Asia's second-largest economy.
However, if the US eventually chooses to impose only a 10% tariff on Thai imports rather than the announced 36%, gross domestic product (GDP) growth could reach 2.5%, said Pornchai Thiraveja, director-general of the Fiscal Policy Office.

Exports, a key driver of Thai growth, are seen as rising 2.3% this year, down from an earlier forecast of 4.4%, he told a press conference.

The forecasts came a day after the Bank of Thailand cut interest rates at a second consecutive meeting and lowered its own forecasts for the economy this year.

The central bank expects the economy to grow by 2% in a best-case scenario, and 1.3% if the impact of US tariffs is pronounced.

The ministry lowered its forecast for foreign tourist arrivals, another key driver of growth, to 36.5 million this year from a previous estimate of 38.5 million. The lower figure would still represent modest 2.7% growth from 2024.

Now that Thailand's economic outlook hangs in the balance, the government needs to expedite the disbursement of the 2025 fiscal budget to support economic activity, said Mr Pornchai.

For the 2025 fiscal year, the government aims for a disbursement rate of 94.4%, with current expenditure targeted at 101% and capital investment at 74.8%, he said.

While Thai exports in US dollar terms are forecast to grow by 2.3%, with direct pressure from US tariffs taken into account, the postponement of the US reciprocal tariffs until early July, along with exemptions on certain items including electronics and computers, has slightly eased the burden, said Mr Pornchai.

Despite all the uncertainty about US trade policy, Thailand's domestic consumption remains a bright spot, with private consumption projected to grow by 3.2%, thanks to rising purchasing power and a recovery in tourism, he said.

Private investment is forecast to grow by 0.4%, while government consumption is projected to rise by 1.2% and public investment by 2.8%, boosted by continued infrastructure spending in the third and fourth quarters of fiscal 2025 and into the first quarter of fiscal year 2026, he said.
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday visited the Apostolic Nunciature of Thailand, the formal name for the Vatican embassy, to sign the book of condolences following the passing of Pope Francis.
The Pope died at the age of 88 on April 21 in Vatican City. A funeral mass was held on April 26 at St Peter's Basilica in Rome.

Among those who also paid their respects were Paolo Dionisi, the Italian ambassador to Thailand, and Dr Somsak Leeswadtrakul, a prominent businessman and Thai philanthropist, who was awarded the Knights Grand Cross of the Pontifical Order of St Gregory the Great -- one of the highest honours the Catholic Church bestows upon laypersons.

Ms Paetongtarn earlier expressed her sadness on the pope's passing on social media.

"On behalf of the people of Thailand, I extend my profound sorrow and deepest condolences on the passing of His Holiness Pope Francis," she wrote.

"His unwavering compassion, moral courage, noble humility, and tireless pursuit of peace inspired millions of people across faiths and nations. Thailand joins the world in mourning the loss of a true beacon of humanity. May His Holiness rest in eternal peace."
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                Some evacuees complain that authorities were not properly prepared to tackle blaze
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                                JERUSALEM - Bushfires that erupted near Jerusalem were largely brought under control on Thursday, authorities said, with major roads reopened and firefighting teams still tackling lingering hotspots.
The blaze, which ignited along the main Jerusalem-Tel Aviv highway on Wednesday, prompted widespread evacuations and road closures as firefighters battled through the night to contain what officials have called the largest fire in a decade.

"The fire is under control," said Shlomi Harush, a senior official with the firefighting service.

"There are only hotspots left ... all teams remain deployed across the affected areas," he told AFP, warning that strong winds could still reignite the flames.

In Latrun, approximately 25 kilometres from Jerusalem, smoke continued to rise near a monastery as firefighters sprayed water on smouldering embers, according to an AFP journalist on the scene.

Civilians also came out to help douse the fire.

"We used water hoses connected to homes and municipal taps installed along the streets," Ahmad Ibrahim, a resident of Abu Ghosh village, told AFP.

"We acted out of concern for the community, trying to stop the fire from spreading and endangering residents or their homes."

Earlier, the fire service reported that 163 ground crews and 12 aircraft had been mobilised to fight the blaze, which has scorched an estimated 13,000 hectares of forest, according to police.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had warned late Wednesday that the flames could reach Jerusalem, declaring the situation a "national emergency".

Police confirmed on Thursday that all major routes, including the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv corridor, had been reopened.

"All routes have been reopened to traffic," they said in a statement, adding that residents of the evacuated Mavo Horon settlement had been allowed to return.

Authorities were also instructed to expedite the return of other displaced residents.

Authorities 'weren't ready' 

While several Independence Day events scheduled for Wednesday evening were cancelled, celebrations resumed on Thursday despite the ongoing firefighting operations.

National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir has hinted that arson may be behind the fires.

The Times of Israel reported that Netanyahu told a function in Jerusalem on Thursday that authorities were "holding 18 people at the moment who are suspected of arson, one of whom was caught in the act".

While wildfires are not unheard of in Israel this time of year in the past, they are not considered a regular occurrence.

The rescue agency Magen David Adom said it treated 23 people on Wednesday, mostly for smoke inhalation and burns.

Seventeen firefighters were injured, according to the public broadcaster Kan.

The Israeli military said its personnel were helping in Jerusalem and other central districts.

Engineering vehicles were deployed "to form lines to prevent the fire from spreading", it said in a statement, with the air force also assisting and around 50 firetrucks dispatched.

Fanned by strong winds, the fires spread rapidly through wooded areas on Wednesday, prompting evacuations from at least five communities, police said.

"It's just very sad because we knew the weather, we kind of knew that would happen, and still we feel like they weren't ready enough with the big planes that can drop large amounts of water," evacuee Yuval Aharoni, 40, told AFP on Wednesday.

"A lot of police arrived, a lot of firefighters, but it didn't really help. The fire had already completely taken over the whole area here," student Yosef Aaron said from the side of a highway, flames visible in the distance.

Late Wednesday, the foreign ministry said firefighting aircraft were expected to arrive from Croatia, France, Italy, Romania and Spain to join the operation.

Cyprus and Serbia also announced they were sending firefighting helicopters to Israel.
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                  Hospital chief faces drunk-driving probe                

                Two TV crew members injured when vehicle crashed into food shop in Chaiyaphum
              

                                A Chaiyaphum hospital director is facing a disciplinary investigation as well as criminal charges for allegedly driving drunk and crashing his vehicle into a roadside food shop, seriously injuring two people.
Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin said that Dr Phuttha Samadchai, director of Nong Bua Daeng Hospital in the northeastern province, would face a full inquiry.

The crash took place in Muang district around 10pm on Wednesday when a car, displaying a ministry logo and driven by Dr Phuttha, veered onto the footpath and crashed into the roadside restaurant. Two crew members from Amarin TV and Thai Rath TV, who were ordering food, sustained serious injuries.

Authorities reported that the driver initially refused a breathalyser test and allegedly made threats at the scene. However, a later blood test revealed an alcohol level of 119 milligrammes per 100 millilitres -- far exceeding the legal limit of 50mg.

Mr Somsak said drunk-driving charges would be filed if the evidence confirms the violation, emphasising that the ministry would also take strict action without leniency. Dr Phuttha could face additional penalties for refusing a breathalyser test, he added.

Police are gathering further evidence, including witness testimony that placed the suspect at a pub-style restaurant shortly before the crash.

Mr Somsak also assured that all injured parties would receive proper medical care and the case would be handled with full transparency.
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                  US to return 4 sculptures looted from Buri Ram                

                Artefacts located at San Francisco museum had been smuggled out of Thailand in 1964
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                                The United States will return to Thailand four sculptures believed to have been stolen from Prasat Hin Khao Plai Bat II in Buri Ram, according to Phnombootra Chandrajoti, director-general of the the Fine Arts Department.
He said the department was informed on April 26 by an officer from Homeland Security Investigations in the US that the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco had removed the four items from its inventory so that they can be repatriated.

The four items are three Bodhisattva sculptures and one Buddha statue, which were among several artefacts discovered in Prakhon Chai district of Buri Ram and smuggled out of the country in 1964. They have come to be known as the Prakhon Chai sculptures.

According to Mr Phnombootra, evidence suggests that Douglas Latchford, an American art dealer who died in Bangkok in 2020, excavated the sculptures from Prasat Hin Khao Plai Bat II on Plai Bat Mountain.

A department committee tracking the stolen Prakhon Chai artefacts learned that they were in San Francisco and asked David Keller, an investigator with the HSI, to help back in 2017.

The museum reviewed the evidence submitted by Mr Keller and acknowledged that the artefacts had been smuggled out of Thailand. A months-long process of gathering public input resulted in the museum's decision on April 22 to remove the items from its inventory.

In November last year, the US returned four 3,000-year-old Ban Chiang artefacts -- a clay pottery item, a bangle and two cylindrical beads -- to Thailand.

Two ancient statues -- the "Golden Boy", or standing Shiva, and a kneeling woman -- were also returned from the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York in May last year.
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                  'Nominees' linked to B2bn condo development                

                Construction project in Rayong was to be run entirely by Chinese nationals, investigators say
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                                Thai police have arrested a Chinese-led nominee group suspected of acquiring land worth 2 billion baht for a luxury condominium project in Rayong province.
The group had acquired 72 rai of land for a project that was to be run entirely by Chinese nationals -- from management to construction, said Pol Maj Gen Thatphum Jaruprat, chief of the Economic Crime Suppression Division (ECD).

The crackdown took place at three locations across Rayong and Chon Buri. It was the third operation following earlier raids in Phuket and the Huai Khwang area Bangkok, Pol Maj Gen Thatphum said at a briefing on Thursday.

Authorities seized crucial documents and are pressing charges against five board members and shareholders -- both Thai and Chinese -- as well as supervising engineers, plumbers and construction workers, he said.

[image: Land plots in Rayong allegedly acquired by nominees for Chinese investors are used for a condominium project. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Some construction has already taken place on land plots in Rayong allegedly acquired by nominees for Chinese investors. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



Investigations revealed four registered companies suspected of being proxies for Chinese investors.

The firms had purchased land in Rayong and Chon Buri to build 10 eight-storey condo buildings with a total of 1,821 units.

The group used one company to hold shares in place of another company to obscure true ownership, said Pol Col Wichak Tarom, the ECD deputy chief.

Chinese nationals oversaw all stages of the project, from engineering to construction, even opening a concrete production firm to support the project, he added.

A financial investigation uncovered over 500 million baht in transactions linked to a Hong Kong-registered company.

Police seized seven land title deeds, 48 bank passbooks showing combined balances of 72 million baht, a desktop computer, 2 laptops, 3 mobile phones, land purchase contracts, six company seals and seven bank tokens, said Pol Col Krit Woratat, chief of ECD sub-division 4.

The ECD will forward the land data to the Department of Land, which may force the companies to restructure their shareholding or have the properties sold to Thai nationals.
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                  Trio arrested with 450kg of crystal meth                

                Three cars seized after large haul of Bangkok-bound drugs found following car chase in Nong Khai
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                                Three drug couriers have been arrested and 450 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine seized following a car chase in Nong Khai province, police said on Thursday.
The three men -- identified only as Prasobsuk, 23, Thongthawat, 28, and Chalanthorn, 20, all from Khon Kaen -- were apprehended shortly after their vehicles drove past a police checkpoint in Tha Bo district of the northeastern province.

Seized from them were 450 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine worth over 450 million baht and three cars, said Pol Maj Gen Kittisak Plathong, commander of Border Patrol Police Region 2.

Intelligence gathering officers had been closely monitoring the activities of the three suspects and their associates for about one year and learned that they often rented cars from various rental shops to smuggle drugs, Pol Maj Gen Kittisak said during a media briefing on Thursday.

Investigators subsequently learned that the gang planned to smuggle large quantities of crystal methamphetamine from Bueng Kan through Nong Khai and Khon Kaen and onward to Bangkok. Officers were dispatched to keep watch on the smuggling route.

Border patrol police spotted three suspected cars approaching the checkpoint in Tha Bo district. They signalled the vehicles to stop but the drivers sped off, and the officers gave chase.

The three vehicles were subsequently intercepted. Three men were arrested and three others managed to flee.

During questioning, the three suspects reportedly confessed to having been hired for 300,000 baht to smuggle the drugs. They were also given some ecstasy pills imprinted with a Labubu character for personal use, said Pol Maj Gen Kittisak.

[image:  Pol Maj Gen Kittisak Plathong, commander of Border Patrol Police Region 2, inspects crystal methamphetamine seized from the suspects during a media briefing in Khon Kaen on Thursday. (Photo: Chakkapan Natanri)]
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                  Prosecutors recommend dropping royal insult case against US academic                

                No reason given, but decision comes at sensitive time for Thai-US relations
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                                Thai prosecutors have recommended dropping charges of lese-majeste and computer crime against American academic Paul Chambers, the Office of the Attorney General said on Thursday.
Spokesman Sakkasem Nisaiyok said prosecutors for OAG Region 6, which includes Phitsanulok province where the charges were laid, had made the decision after reviewing the investigation file submitted by the Muang district police station.

Prosecutors would submit a request to the Phitsanulok Provincial Court to dismiss the case against Mr Chambers, with a copy to the Provincial Police Region 6 commander, said Mr Sakkasem.

The statement gave no reason for the decision, other than saying that prosecutors believed the evidence did not meet the guidelines for enforcing an action under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the royal defamation law.

The coalition-leading Pheu Thai Party posted a copy of Thursday's statement from the OAG on its official X account.

The announcement comes at a highly sensitive point in US-Thai relations. There was even unconfirmed speculation that the case might have been one of the reasons for the postponement of negotiations on the 36% tariffs Washington seeks to impose on Thai imports.

The Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) denied there was any such link, saying the timing of the charge was purely coincidental.

The complaint against the academic reportedly centred on a notice for an academic webinar organised by the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore on Thailand's military and police reshuffles. It listed Mr Chambers, a recognised expert on the topic, as a speaker.

Mr Chambers, 58, has said he neither wrote nor published the text, which has since been taken down from the Institute's website.

Mr Chambers, a lecturer and special adviser on international affairs at Naresuan University in Phitsanulok, was charged on April 8, a week after the Third Army Region and Isoc filed a complaint with police in the province.

Lese-majeste is punishable by between 3 and 15 years in prison. Charges against foreigners are very rare. Computer crimes charges are frequently filed alongside royal defamation charges, and can further lengthen sentences. 

After spending a night in detention he was granted bail, on condition that he wear an electronic monitoring device on his ankle.

On Monday of this week he petitioned the Phitsanulok provincial court for the removal of the device, saying has shown no behaviour indicating an intent to flee. The court denied the request but the Court of Appeal overruled the decision on Wednesday and approved the removal of the device, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights.

Mr Chambers also had his passport seized and his visa revoked by the Immigration Bureau after he was charged. However, officials said no decision on deportation could be made until after court proceedings are finished.

Mr Chambers' family in Oklahoma campaigned for his release, lobbying congressmen, senators and the US State Department. Kit Chambers wrote an opinion piece in a local newspaper saying trade talks between Thailand should not start until his brother was released.

The American Political Science Association also issued a statement this week, calling on the Thai government to respect freedom of expression and academic freedom, as protected by the Constitution and international treaties to which Thailand is a party.

Mr Chambers, who holds a PhD in political science from Northern Illinois University, is well-known in academic circles as a commentator on civil-military relations and democracy in Asia, with a special focus on Thailand. He has lived in Thailand since 1993.

His books include Khaki Capital: The Political Economy of the Military in Southeast Asia, and Praetorian Kingdom: A History of Military Ascendancy in Thailand.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3015561/prosecutors-recommend-dropping-royal-insult-case-against-us-academic



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

      Top Stories

      
        Prosecutors recommend dropping royal insult case against US academic
        Thai prosecutors have recommended dropping charges of lese-majeste and computer crime against American academic Paul Chambers, the Office of the Attorney General said on Thursday.

      

      
        Fake Thailand Digital Arrival Card website alert
        The first fake Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC) website has already been spotted on the day that the real system made its debut for foreign visitors to the kingdom.

      

      
        Labour groups push May Day asks
        A network of labour groups has made nine demands to mark Labour Day on Thursday, including an increase in overtime pay and a risk insurance fund for workers.

      

      
        School discounts to generate B900m
        The Commerce Ministry has launched its "Back to School 2025" campaign to provide 8,000 educational items at discounts of up to 74%.

      

      
        Siam Cement frets over impact of US tariffs on Asean
        SET-listed Siam Cement Group (SCG), Thailand's largest cement maker and industrial conglomerate, is worried about the impact of Washington's new tariff policy on Southeast Asia, as the region is the company's main market.

      

      
        Deputy PM calls for new department
        Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul proposed establishing a dedicated department to handle immigration matters.

      

      
        Production index slips on downbeat trade projection
        Unpleasant trade prospects threaten to affect the Thai manufacturing sector, with the Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) dipping by 0.6% year-on-year in March to 105.03 points, says the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).

      

      
        Monthien defends high price of furniture picks
        Auditor-General Monthien Charoenpol has defended the choice of high-priced furniture selected for the new State Audit Office (SAO) headquarters building, which collapsed on March 28.

      

      
        Chamber views downgrade as a warning
        The Thai Chamber of Commerce sees Moody's downgrade of Thailand's credit outlook as a critical policy warning.

      

      
        Moody's downgrade sends a signal
        Thailand must accelerate its economic growth potential to 3-4% to avoid a downgrade in its sovereign credit rating, say analysts.

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Prosecutors recommend dropping royal insult case against US academic                

                No reason given, but decision comes at sensitive time for Thai-US relations
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                                Thai prosecutors have recommended dropping charges of lese-majeste and computer crime against American academic Paul Chambers, the Office of the Attorney General said on Thursday.
Spokesman Sakkasem Nisaiyok said prosecutors for OAG Region 6, which includes Phitsanulok province where the charges were laid, had made the decision after reviewing the investigation file submitted by the Muang district police station.

Prosecutors would submit a request to the Phitsanulok Provincial Court to dismiss the case against Mr Chambers, with a copy to the Provincial Police Region 6 commander, said Mr Sakkasem.

The statement gave no reason for the decision, other than saying that prosecutors believed the evidence did not meet the guidelines for enforcing an action under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the royal defamation law.

The coalition-leading Pheu Thai Party posted a copy of Thursday's statement from the OAG on its official X account.

The announcement comes at a highly sensitive point in US-Thai relations. There was even unconfirmed speculation that the case might have been one of the reasons for the postponement of negotiations on the 36% tariffs Washington seeks to impose on Thai imports.

The Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) denied there was any such link, saying the timing of the charge was purely coincidental.

The complaint against the academic reportedly centred on a notice for an academic webinar organised by the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore on Thailand's military and police reshuffles. It listed Mr Chambers, a recognised expert on the topic, as a speaker.

Mr Chambers, 58, has said he neither wrote nor published the text, which has since been taken down from the Institute's website.

Mr Chambers, a lecturer and special adviser on international affairs at Naresuan University in Phitsanulok, was charged on April 8, a week after the Third Army Region and Isoc filed a complaint with police in the province.

Lese-majeste is punishable by between 3 and 15 years in prison. Charges against foreigners are very rare. Computer crimes charges are frequently filed alongside royal defamation charges, and can further lengthen sentences. 

After spending a night in detention he was granted bail, on condition that he wear an electronic monitoring device on his ankle.

On Monday of this week he petitioned the Phitsanulok provincial court for the removal of the device, saying has shown no behaviour indicating an intent to flee. The court denied the request but the Court of Appeal overruled the decision on Wednesday and approved the removal of the device, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights.

Mr Chambers also had his passport seized and his visa revoked by the Immigration Bureau after he was charged. However, officials said no decision on deportation could be made until after court proceedings are finished.

Mr Chambers' family in Oklahoma campaigned for his release, lobbying congressmen, senators and the US State Department. Kit Chambers wrote an opinion piece in a local newspaper saying trade talks between Thailand should not start until his brother was released.

The American Political Science Association also issued a statement this week, calling on the Thai government to respect freedom of expression and academic freedom, as protected by the Constitution and international treaties to which Thailand is a party.

Mr Chambers, who holds a PhD in political science from Northern Illinois University, is well-known in academic circles as a commentator on civil-military relations and democracy in Asia, with a special focus on Thailand. He has lived in Thailand since 1993.

His books include Khaki Capital: The Political Economy of the Military in Southeast Asia, and Praetorian Kingdom: A History of Military Ascendancy in Thailand.
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                                The first fake Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC) website has already been spotted on the day that the real system made its debut for foreign visitors to the kingdom.
The fake website, claiming to be from an official third-party service provider, asks users to pay a processing fee of US$10 while the real one is free.

The TDAC system replaces the paper TM6 arrival cards that travellers used to fill out. It is required for all foreign nationals entering Thailand by air, sea or land and took effect on May 1.

Travellers can fill out their details at the official TDAC website, after which they will receive an email that they can show on arrival in the country.

Responding to confusion about the deadline for applying, the Immigration Bureau has clarified that applications can be submitted within a three-day period prior to arrival, but not earlier. Some previous reports said applications had to be made at least three days before arrival.

"The system is fully ready, and backup measures are in place to ensure smooth operations. During the initial phase, travellers who encounter any issues can temporarily use a paper immigration form," the Ministry of Tourism and Sports said in a statement.

There are also computer terminals available at Immigration at Suvarnabhumi Airport for travellers who need to fill out a TDAC form when they arrive.

[image: This is the official TDAC website run by the Immigration Bureau.]
This is the official TDAC website run by the Immigration Bureau.
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                Risk insurance fund among 9 demands
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                                A network of labour groups has made nine demands to mark Labour Day on Thursday, including an increase in overtime pay and a risk insurance fund for workers.
Panus Thailuan, president of the National Congress of Thai Labour, said the most crucial demand among the nine is the need to establish a risk insurance fund that protects workers from unfair dismissals and non-payment of severance packages.

This demand stems from repeated cases of employers shutting down businesses without compensating their employees, such as the case involving Yarnapund Public Co Ltd, which owed workers some 400 million baht in severance pay, he said.

Mr Panus said this fund could be created through amendments to labour protection laws, adding the fund would take money from employers and serve as a guarantee for employees.

It would ensure they would not lose their money should their place of work close down.

Another key demand is amending the Labour Ministry's Ministerial Regulation No 7, issued in 1998, to ensure monthly salaried employees will receive 1.5 times of their wage for overtime work, the same rate granted to daily-wage employees.

The ministry has acknowledged this issue and pledged to finalise the amendment by June, said Mr Panus.

Other demands include freedom of association and collective bargaining rights, tax exemption on final lump-sum payments (not exceeding one million baht) for all dismissed employees.

Others are inclusion of state enterprise employees in the social security system, a minimum pension of 5,000 baht and lifetime healthcare for retirees, strict enforcement of labour protections, and heightened safety standards for workers.

The groups also called for the formation of a task force to monitor the government's efforts to fulfil these demands.

Meanwhile the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) urged the government to protect the rights of all types of workers -- formal, informal, migrant, and service sector employees, as well as workers in the gig economy -- who it said still face issues like wage theft, exclusion from the social security system, and discrimination.
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                                The Commerce Ministry has launched its "Back to School 2025" campaign to provide 8,000 educational items at discounts of up to 74%.
The campaign aims to help parents save more than 300 million baht while generating monetary circulation of 900 million baht for the upcoming school term.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said this effort is supported by more than 50 producers, wholesalers, retailers and online marketplaces.

From April 30 to May 31, a diverse range of products and services are available at reduced prices at 24,924 stores nationwide and through various online platforms.

The offerings include school uniforms, shoes, stationery, textbooks, educational materials, tutoring services, internet packages, musical school offerings, milk products, and other consumer products.

In addition to this initiative, the ministry, in partnership with the private sector, has undertaken various projects aimed at lowering the cost of living for Thais and boosting the economy.

These projects include reduced rental fees for shops and stalls in wet markets, lowered postal fees, provision of sales spaces under the "Choojai Seniors 60+" programme, and collaborations with retail stores for promotional activities on essential items.

Mr Pichai said these projects have helped circulate more than 30 billion baht in the economy.

He said the ministry has been working to enhance the livelihoods of people, emphasising both product pricing and international trade policies.

Even with increasing costs faced by producers, the ministry has successfully maintained a low level of inflation.

Last year Thailand's inflation rate was below projections at 0.4% due to effective price management strategies, said Mr Pichai.
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                                SET-listed Siam Cement Group (SCG), Thailand's largest cement maker and industrial conglomerate, is worried about the impact of Washington's new tariff policy on Southeast Asia, as the region is the company's main market.
The economies of many countries in the region will be affected by America's reciprocal tariffs if they fail to negotiate with US President Donald Trump's administration, according to SCG.

The steep tariffs, with a rate of 36% on Thai goods, were initially set to take effect on April 9, but Trump decided to delay enforcement for a period of 90 days, allowing countries that did not retaliate against the tariffs to negotiate on trade matters.

"We are concerned the economy of Southeast Asia will slow down if the reciprocal tariffs are applied. This will affect SCG's businesses in the region," said Thammasak Sethaudom, president and chief executive of SCG.

The company has invested in Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines.

With Trump's proposed tariffs, some analysts believe Thai GDP will grow by less than 1.8% this year due to economic challenges both domestically and externally.

Mr Thammasak is worried Trump's policy will cause China to export more products to Southeast Asia, intensifying competition in the Asean market for Thai companies.

SCG Chemicals (SCGC), the petrochemical arm of SCG, expects the global petrochemical industry, which is facing a supply glut, to improve if there are no new products from China.

The construction of SCGC's Long Son Petrochemical complex in Vietnam is finished but the company has yet to start commercial operations, pending the result of trade talks between the US and Vietnam, said Sakchai Patiparnpreechavud, chief executive and president of SCGC.

Mr Thammasak called on the Thai government to carefully plan its negotiations with the US and China to avoid a serious economic impact on the Thai economy.

This year, SCG has allocated 30 billion baht for investment projects. The company already spent 6.1 billion from the budget during this year's first quarter.

The company expects its revenue to increase by 5% this year from 511 billion baht in 2024.
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                                Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul proposed establishing a dedicated department to handle immigration matters.
Mr Anutin on Wednesday submitted a formal proposal to the chairman of the Immigration Commission, recommending the formation of a subcommittee to study the feasibility of setting up an immigration affairs department.

He said the initiative aims to address the increasing cross-border movement of both Thai nationals and foreigners.

He emphasised the Interior Ministry has wide-ranging responsibilities related to national security, public welfare, and legal rights for all residents, both Thais and foreigners. These include matters such as residency permits, work authorisations, citizenship applications and civil registration.

The ministry also has a database that can be enhanced to streamline immigration-related services and support population mobility more efficiently.

The proposal followed the government's directive, assigning the Interior Ministry to lead the integration of the population database with public services. This was part of preparing to improve and expand the database, which would be more cost-effective than creating a new system.

This directive is part of the government's goal to improve efficiency, responsiveness, and performance in public administration.

Mr Anutin's proposal is linked to events from Jan 10, 2017, when the cabinet approved the proposal to allow the prime minister and the interior minister to issue ministerial regulations under the Immigration Act.

It also designated the permanent secretary of the interior as the chair of the Immigration Commission and asked the Office of the Public Sector Development Commission (OPDC) to assess the impact of creating an immigration affairs department. The findings were approved in principle by the cabinet.

Mr Anutin said joint discussions between the OPDC and the Ministry of Interior have taken place, during which the Interior Ministry provided details on its roles and functions, as well as recommendations for integrated border management.

The proposal calls for a unified agency to oversee cross-border human movement, aiming to enhance coordination, efficiency, and national security.

Currently, immigration duties are dispersed across multiple agencies, including the Interior Ministry, the Foreign Affairs Ministry, the Royal Thai Police (RTP), the Labour Ministry, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG), the Board of Investment (BoI), the National Security Council (NSC), the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) and the Immigration Bureau.

Major immigration-related challenges faced by the government include increased population mobility, a lack of mechanisms for providing immigration services, a focus on managing rather than controlling, and ineffective cooperation due to the absence of a lead agency.

Those were good reasons to set up an immigration affairs department, he said.
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                                Unpleasant trade prospects threaten to affect the Thai manufacturing sector, with the Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) dipping by 0.6% year-on-year in March to 105.03 points, says the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).
The index increased by 9.2% from February, attributed to state economic measures and exports.

Future global economic uncertainty cannot be avoided, given US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariff policy, said Passakorn Chairat, director-general of the OIE. Washington proposed a 36% levy on imports from Thailand on April 9, but paused enforcement for a period of 90 days to allow some countries to negotiate.

"The tariff policy is pressuring global trade, with the manufacturing sector in Europe and Japan expected to slow down," said Mr Passakorn.

If other countries retaliate against Trump's steep import duties, the trade war will intensify, he said.

In March, the Thai manufacturing sector benefited from the second phase of the government's 10,000-baht handout for the elderly and the "You Fight, We Help" debt relief scheme.

The value of exports also increased in March by 17.8% year-on-year, driven by sales of computers and peripheral devices, air conditioners, rubber products, and gold jewellery.

Capacity uilisation was 63.6%, up from 59.2% in February 2025, indicating that Thai manufacturers had increased their production.

The sugar industry was one of the sectors that contributed to the increase in the March MPI. Production of sugar and molasses increased by 19.9% year-on-year due to an uptick in sugar cane harvests and prices.

Manufacturing of computers and peripheral devices rose by 15.9% year-on-year, mainly driven by greater demand for hard disk drives with high data storage capacity.

Production of rubber products, including tyres, also grew by 7.4% year-on-year as manufacturers expanded their production capacity, following an uptick in purchase orders from China, the US and Europe.

The automotive industry remained sluggish in March, with production decreasing by 3.8%, particularly in the small passenger car category as well as hybrid electric vehicles with an engine size not greater than 1,800 cubic centimetres.
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                                Auditor-General Monthien Charoenpol has defended the choice of high-priced furniture selected for the new State Audit Office (SAO) headquarters building, which collapsed on March 28.
Speaking after a four-hour meeting with the House committee on corruption and misconduct prevention and suppression on Wednesday, Mr Monthien said designers were hired to create the building plan, including specifications for equipment and furnishings on each floor, while the SAO's responsibility was to verify whether the design and proposed furnishings were appropriate and reliable.

"The [high-priced] items mentioned in the news were part of the design phase. And for them to become actual furnishings, the construction must be completed and the items procured," he said.

[image: Monthien: Items matched status]
Monthien: Items matched status



Unfortunately, before construction was completed, the building collapsed as a result of the powerful earthquake in Myanmar.

Regarding the reported 30,000-baht showerheads and 90,000-baht meeting room chairs, for instance, Mr Monthien said, the SAO employs about 2,400 staff, and standard chairs typically cost only between 10,000 and 20,000 baht.

As with many companies, upper floors are designated for executives, and furnishings are accordingly matched to their status, he said in response to public criticism over the prices.

The high-priced chairs -- only one set -- were for the chairman and board members in the meeting room, while many people tend to mistakenly believe that every SAO staff member would sit on a 90,000-baht chair, which is untrue, he said.

The positions of SAO executives are equivalent to cabinet ministers, as stipulated by law, he said, suggesting that they deserved high-priced chairs.

As for the showerheads, he said, all modern office buildings require restrooms, and there were two types of showerheads in the design, which, when combined during the actual implementation, make the cost appear high.

As for the claims the new SAO building included a movie theatre, Mr Monthien said they were simply meeting rooms, while the term "theatre room" only referred to the room layout, not its function.

These include formats like "classroom" or "theatre" style meeting rooms, he said, firmly denying that there was a movie screening room.

Meanwhile, former auditor-general Phisit Leelavachiropas has denied any involvement in the design of the SAO building. He said he was only involved in the project in the early stages.
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                                The Thai Chamber of Commerce sees Moody's downgrade of Thailand's credit outlook as a critical policy warning.
The move highlights the urgent need for the country to adopt prudent, transparent, and objective-driven management practices to ensure sustainable development, said Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the chamber.

He expressed concern following Moody's Investors Service downgrading Thailand's credit outlook from stable to negative on Tuesday.

Although the credit rating was not reduced, the shift reflects significant global concern regarding Thailand's economic and fiscal stability in the near term, said Mr Poj.

The adjustment could affect international investor confidence during a crucial recovery period for Thailand, as the country seeks to increase private sector investment both at home and abroad, he said.

Being flagged by a prominent credit ratings agency may impact investor decisions and could lead to higher borrowing costs for the country in the future, said Mr Poj.

Moody's noted some factors for the downgrade: a lack of clear fiscal discipline, challenges in managing public debt, and uncertainties concerning the government's ability to generate revenue.

He said this outlook aligns with the private sector's call for the government to act swiftly to restore confidence by developing concrete, transparent and flexible fiscal management strategies to cope with the rapid changes in the global landscape.

Mr Poj said external variables are intensifying economic vulnerabilities, particularly concerning potential US tariff hikes on imports.

As Thailand relies on exports, the implementation of these policies could have serious consequences.

As a result, he said it is crucial for Thailand to prepare for these risks and diversify its export markets from existing markets.

Despite these challenges, Mr Poj said he remains hopeful, highlighting Thailand's strong economic drivers such as domestic consumption, a resurgence in private sector investments, and new promising industries such as electric vehicles, digital technology, and processed agriculture.

However, he said these sectors can only thrive if the country has international trust.

"In terms of global trade, the chamber sees a growing trend of protectionist measures and suggests Thailand explore new potential export markets such as India, Africa and the Middle East to mitigate the risks associated with fluctuations in its main markets," said Mr Poj.

The chamber also called for Thai businesses to swiftly adjust to global economic uncertainties by enhancing workforce skills, developing and using innovation, and leveraging technology to maintain competitiveness.
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                                Thailand must accelerate its economic growth potential to 3-4% to avoid a downgrade in its sovereign credit rating, say analysts.
Kobsak Pootrakool, director and senior executive vice-president at Bangkok Bank, said in a Facebook post on Wednesday Moody's Investors Service revised Thailand's outlook from stable to negative, the first step in a potential credit rating adjustment and possibly leading to a future downgrade.

WARNING SIGNAL

Moody's is the first global credit ratings agency to revise its outlook on Thailand, potentially prompting the other two major agencies -- S&P Global Ratings and Fitch Ratings -- to review and possibly adjust their assessments as well, he said.

According to Mr Kobsak, Thailand's outlook downgrade by Moody's is primarily based on concerns that the nation's economic and fiscal strength could deteriorate further, particularly in light of US trade and tariff policies.

These global headwinds threaten international trade and economic growth, posing significant risks for Thailand's export-driven economy.

"The downgrade to a negative outlook does not necessarily imply that a credit rating cut is imminent. However, it serves as a warning sign -- an indication of increased risk," he said.

During the 2008 global financial crisis, Thailand's outlook was also downgraded to negative by Moody's. However, after navigating the crisis, the outlook was restored to stable within two years.

Moody's indicated the outlook could be revised back to stable if Thailand demonstrates sustained economic growth above current expectations, thereby improving its fiscal position.

Mr Kobsak said a credit rating downgrade would likely stem from further weakening of Thailand's economy, with potential growth declining due to structural challenges and global economic instability, particularly influenced by US trade policies.

Moreover, if Thailand's public debt continues to rise -- driven by both external and internal shocks that hinder economic growth, or by political tensions that weaken the government's ability to implement effective policies -- it could potentially lead to a credit rating downgrade.

To avoid such a downgrade, he said the Thai government must prepare the economy to withstand global headwinds, particularly US President Donald Trump's tariff schemes and the potential resurgence of protectionist policies.

In addition, the government should focus on building a sustainable economic future by strengthening Thailand's growth potential, in line with Moody's target of at least 3-4%, said Mr Kobsak.

He said the government should move swiftly to advance infrastructure development, cultivate high-potential industries that generate sustainable income, strengthen Thailand's research and innovation capacity, overhaul outdated legislation that impedes progress, and prioritise the development of human capital.

CAUTION REQUIRED

Bank of Thailand governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput said the regulator must strengthen financial stability in anticipation of heightened risks and global uncertainties, particularly those stemming from US tariff hikes and a potential trade war.

Although Thailand's international reserves are at a relatively high level, having increased more than tenfold since the 1997-1998 financial crisis, the situation still requires caution, Mr Sethaput said during a gold offering ceremony held by the disciples of the late revered monk Luangta Maha Bua Yannasampanno.

The central bank's foreign reserves total US$276 billion, compared with just $23 billion in 1998.

He said while the current level of international reserves and the overall strength of the country's financial system are reassuring, financial stability has weakened in recent years, primarily due to rising debt levels.

"With both household and public debt at elevated levels, we cannot afford to lower our guard as a storm is approaching," said Mr Sethaput, referring to the trade war.

Although the risks have yet to fully materialise, they are clearly emerging. The central bank is monitoring the situation and sees a stronger financial buffer as essential, he said.

LITTLE FOREIGN DEBT

In response to Moody's downgrade, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said yesterday Thailand's ability to repay debt remains robust and the government has borrowed very little from abroad.

He said one of Moody's concerns about the Thai economy is the potential impact of Trump's tax policies on domestic investment. However, in the first quarter this year, investment inflows into Thailand grew by more than 90% year-on-year, directed towards several key sectors of the Thai economy.

Mr Pichai acknowledged investors who have already applied for investment promotion may be waiting to evaluate the full impact of Trump's policies before beginning their actual investments. However, he still views the situation as a positive sign.

Regarding the cost of government borrowing, Mr Pichai said Thailand does not borrow from abroad, and domestically the situation remains strong.

He said any potential impact predicted by Moody's due to Trump's policies would affect all countries, not only Thailand.

The framework for government borrowing was already set during the budget planning stage, said Mr Pichai.

However, issuing an emergency loan decree would require careful consideration, he said.

As of February 2025, the government's public debt tallied 12 trillion baht, accounting for 64.2% of GDP. This debt comprises government debt worth 10.7 trillion baht, state-owned enterprise debt worth 1.06 trillion baht, and financial sector state-owned enterprise guarantees worth 162 billion baht.

The government's foreign debt amounts to 72.3 billion baht.

TOO HASTY

Government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said on Wednesday Moody's acted too hastily in downgrading Thailand's outlook, noting trade talks with the US have not concluded.

"Thailand's economy is still growing, while the government is accelerating its economic stimulus amid global volatility," he said.

"I believe the downgrade was too fast. Thailand and many other countries are still in negotiations, with no clear outcomes yet. If the results turn out positive, what will Moody's do then?"

For the second half of the year, Mr Jirayu said stimulus policies will focus on four major growth engines: domestic private consumption, international trade, government spending, and private and public investment.

LIMITED IMPACT

Rakpong Chaisuparakul, senior vice-president at KGI Securities (Thailand), said Moody's action makes it unlikely Thailand will issue new borrowing bills worth 500 billion baht, as this would push the public debt-to-GDP ratio to rise, raising the risk of a ratings downgrade.

While Moody's maintained Thailand's credit rating at Baa1, the agency dimmed its outlook for Thai GDP growth this year, cutting the forecast from 2.9% to 2%.

Following Moody's action, the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index continued its rise yesterday, surging 0.89% to 1,181.52 points by midday, after increases the three prior sessions.

Krungsri Securities (KSS) views the downgrade as having a short-term psychological impact on the SET index.

Historical data suggests when Thailand's outlook was downgraded, the baht was not significantly affected, while Thai equities tended to dip briefly before recovering to previous levels or even higher.

For example, on Dec 1, 2008, S&P downgraded Thailand's outlook from stable to negative, and the SET index decreased 3.6% before rebounding 0.5% the next day and recovered to the previous level within four days. On Dec 4, 2008, when Moody's lowered Thailand's outlook from stable to negative, the SET index gained 4.49% during early an recovery from the global financial crisis.

When S&P downgraded the Thai outlook on April 13, 2020 from positive to stable, the SET index rose 2.3%, and as Moody's lowered the outlook from positive to stable on April 21 of the same year, the Thai index shed only 0.34%.

"Given these precedents and that this is only an outlook downgrade, not a ratings cut, KSS expects limited impact on the SET," said head of research Suwat Wattanapornprom, adding Thailand hasn't had a credit rating trim since the 1997 financial crisis.
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                                The Ministry of Finance has cut its forecast for Thailand's economic growth this year to 2.1% from 3%, saying that the impact of US tariffs and a global slowdown would weigh on Southeast Asia's second-largest economy.
However, if the US eventually chooses to impose only a 10% tariff on Thai imports rather than the announced 36%, gross domestic product (GDP) growth could reach 2.5%, said Pornchai Thiraveja, director-general of the Fiscal Policy Office.

Exports, a key driver of Thai growth, are seen as rising 2.3% this year, down from an earlier forecast of 4.4%, he told a press conference.

The forecasts came a day after the Bank of Thailand cut interest rates at a second consecutive meeting and lowered its own forecasts for the economy this year.

The central bank expects the economy to grow by 2% in a best-case scenario, and 1.3% if the impact of US tariffs is pronounced.

The ministry lowered its forecast for foreign tourist arrivals, another key driver of growth, to 36.5 million this year from a previous estimate of 38.5 million. The lower figure would still represent modest 2.7% growth from 2024.

Now that Thailand's economic outlook hangs in the balance, the government needs to expedite the disbursement of the 2025 fiscal budget to support economic activity, said Mr Pornchai.

For the 2025 fiscal year, the government aims for a disbursement rate of 94.4%, with current expenditure targeted at 101% and capital investment at 74.8%, he said.

While Thai exports in US dollar terms are forecast to grow by 2.3%, with direct pressure from US tariffs taken into account, the postponement of the US reciprocal tariffs until early July, along with exemptions on certain items including electronics and computers, has slightly eased the burden, said Mr Pornchai.

Despite all the uncertainty about US trade policy, Thailand's domestic consumption remains a bright spot, with private consumption projected to grow by 3.2%, thanks to rising purchasing power and a recovery in tourism, he said.

Private investment is forecast to grow by 0.4%, while government consumption is projected to rise by 1.2% and public investment by 2.8%, boosted by continued infrastructure spending in the third and fourth quarters of fiscal 2025 and into the first quarter of fiscal year 2026, he said.
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                                BEIJING - United States officials have reached out to their Chinese counterparts for talks on vast tariffs that have hammered markets and global supply chains, a Beijing-backed outlet said on Thursday citing sources.
Punishing US tariffs that have reached 145% on many Chinese products came into force in April, while Beijing has responded with fresh 125% duties on imports from the United States.

And on Thursday Yuyuan Tantian, a Chinese outlet linked to the state broadcaster CCTV, said citing sources that Washington was "proactively" reaching out to China via "multiple channels" for talks on the tariffs.

"From a negotiation standpoint the US is currently the more anxious party," the outlet, which blends analysis with news reporting, said on the X-like platform Weibo.

"The Trump administration is facing multiple pressures," it added.

AFP has reached out to China's foreign ministry for comment.

US President Donald Trump has repeatedly claimed that China has reached out for talks on the tariffs.

And on Wednesday Trump reiterated there was a "very good chance we're going to make a deal".

"But we're going to make it on our terms and it's got to be fair," he told a NewsNation "town hall".

Beijing has vehemently denied any talks are taking place while repeatedly urging the United States to engage in dialogue in a "fair, respectful and reciprocal" manner.

But it has also said it will fight a trade war to the bitter end if needed, with a video posted on social media this week by its foreign ministry vowing to "never kneel down!"
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                                Thailand aims to increase its purchases of liquefied natural gas (LNG) from the United States to 2.2 million tonnes annually within five years, from 1 million tonnes under an existing contract, according to Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira.
The purchases are among a number of measures the government plans to reduce its trade surplus with the US, in hopes of persuading Washington to cut the steep 36% tariff it has announced on imports from Thailand.

The national oil and gas company PTT has already signed a 15-year contract with US suppliers for 1 million tonnes of LNG per year, worth $500 million, starting in 2026. The country imports about 10 million tonnes of LNG each year, mainly from the Middle East, for power plants and other uses.

About 60% of all the natural gas used in Thailand is imported, compared with 90% of the crude oil, Mr Pichai said on Thursday.

Mr Pichai, who is also a deputy prime minister, discussed other steps Thailand would propose when it opens trade negotiations with Washington. The talks were postponed from April 23, reportedly after Washington asked Bangkok to resolve other unspecified "issues".

In addition to measures to ease the trade imbalance with the US, Thailand will offer assurances that it will not manipulate its currency -- a charge Washington levels against many countries -- to gain a trade advantage.

As well, said Mr Pichai, negotiators will outline proposals to resolve the problem of exported products with fake certificates of origin. Goods to be exported to the US must have at least 40% of local content, he said.

While the Thai economy is expected to encounter temporary "air pockets" due to the impact of tariffs, aligning its tariffs more closely with those of its trade competitors will help.

"No matter how much the tariff will end up, if it is at an equal level and equal to our competitors, it will not affect us," Mr Pichai said.

"With our proposal, we should be at a point where we would get what we want," he added.

Mr Pichai said he had also held talks with the Chinese ambassador to Thailand to find ways to prevent a larger influx of Chinese goods.

Thailand is willing to import advanced technology from China, the minister said, adding that Chinese investors in Thailand would be urged to consider including more Thai entrepreneurs in their supply chain.

To solve the problem of Thai nominees fronting foreign-controlled businesses, authorities are reviewing foreign shareholding limits for certain businesses with an eye to possibly increasing them said Mr Pichai.

He said he would also push for 99-year-land leases for foreigners to stimulate the real state sector.
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                  Student visa misuse 'affecting Thai tourism industry'                

                Universities in second-tier provinces targeted by foreigners looking to stay and work in the country
              

                                The tourism industry has been directly impacted by the large number of foreigners exploiting student visas to work illegally in Thailand, mostly targeting universities in second-tier provinces.
The issue was exposed recently by CSI LA, the Thai investigative news Facebook page, which has 1.3 million followers. It described how foreigners who applied for short courses at universities, but were absent from classes.

The report was heavily discussed on social media until one university decided to investigate and expel some foreign students, including those from China, Myanmar, India and Malaysia.

The People's Party has also raised the issue and asked the higher educatiion ministry to investigate.

Paisarn Suethanuwong, a committee member of the Professional Tourist Guides Association of Thailand, said many foreigners exploit student visas to work here, including as tour guides and business owners.

He said they are not afraid of the laws in Thailand because they perceive law enforcement as weak.

With Thailand's declining birth rate, many universities and institutes are seeking ways to survive financially. These include trying to attract more students from abroad, including from China, which has a massive population.

Mr Paisarn said it is unusual for Chinese to want to enrol at Thai universities because China has more universities with higher global rankings.

He said many of the foreigners flouting student visa rules target universities in the provinces that have low tuition fees and may not be well-known, avoiding private universities with high tuition fees in the city.

Mr Paisarn said this persistent misconduct by foreigners highlights the ineffectiveness of the authorities, including both educational institutions and immigration officials, who are unwilling to enforce the law despite comprehensive immigration regulations.

"Thailand needs foreign tourists to lift the economy. However, it is more important to ensure they abide by the law," he said.

Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of the Association of Thai Travel Agents, said it is a concern that Chinese misusing student visas may intensify negative perceptions towards Chinese tourists, reducing travel sentiment among Chinese tourists.

Mr Adith said the more illicit behaviour of Chinese are debated on Thai social media, the more Chinese tourists who want to visit here will be reluctant to come, worsening arrival figures.

He said the authorities should be more stringent in enforcing the law to prevent foreigners from conducting illegal activities.

Reducing the visa-free duration for Chinese tourists to only 15 days is more than enough for them to travel around Thailand, said Mr Adith.
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                                Jorakay Corporation, a manufacturer of tile adhesive, grouting products and construction chemicals, is targeting 10% sales growth this year as its key export markets in Southeast Asia remain unaffected by US tariffs.
Suppapong Phetsuit, chairman of Jorakay's executive committee and president, said the company faces minimal direct impact from US President Donald Trump's proposed tariff hikes as its exports primarily go to Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.

"But an indirect impact could occur from an influx of Chinese products using Thailand as an export base, competing through aggressive pricing," he said. "We plan to counter this with superior product quality."

Demand for tile adhesives in neighbouring countries remains strong, particularly in Vietnam, where consumers prefer tiled flooring.

In contrast, domestic demand has softened, with more Thai consumers shifting to alternatives such as laminate or engineered wood.

Thailand's tile market contracted by 10% in 2024 and is projected to decline by another 15% this year. The downward trend has become more pronounced in recent years, said Mr Suppapong.

Despite this market contraction, Jorakay posted 6% sales growth last year, up from 3.7 billion baht in 2023.

In comparison, the Thai tile adhesive and grouting market shrank by 2-3% to 4.4 billion baht last year, according to Krungsri Research.

Around 70% of Jorakay's sales came from tile adhesives and grouts, which rose by 5% year-on-year.

Construction chemical products accounted for 20%, with a strong growth of 15% from the previous year. The remaining 10% derived from paints, decorative materials, tools, and related solutions.

Paints delivered the highest growth, surging 35% from 2023, helping to lift this segment's performance despite its smaller share in the portfolio.

Mr Suppapong said domestic sales accounted for 90% of the total, while overseas markets made up 10%, with expectations to reach 15% within the next two years.

"The Thai economy last year was unfavourable, but we continued to grow in line with GDP expansion," he said. "We expect the tile adhesive and grouts market to grow by 4-5%, supported by the recovery of the tourism industry."

He said growth will also be driven by government infrastructure spending, including mass transit and motorways, which is projected to expand by 3% to 856 billion baht, according to SCB Economic Intelligence Center.

Private investment is expected to rise by 1% to 586 billion baht, while post-earthquake home repairs, following the March 28 quake, will further support sector growth.
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                                The Commerce Ministry has launched its "Back to School 2025" campaign to provide 8,000 educational items at discounts of up to 74%.
The campaign aims to help parents save more than 300 million baht while generating monetary circulation of 900 million baht for the upcoming school term.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said this effort is supported by more than 50 producers, wholesalers, retailers and online marketplaces.

From April 30 to May 31, a diverse range of products and services are available at reduced prices at 24,924 stores nationwide and through various online platforms.

The offerings include school uniforms, shoes, stationery, textbooks, educational materials, tutoring services, internet packages, musical school offerings, milk products, and other consumer products.

In addition to this initiative, the ministry, in partnership with the private sector, has undertaken various projects aimed at lowering the cost of living for Thais and boosting the economy.

These projects include reduced rental fees for shops and stalls in wet markets, lowered postal fees, provision of sales spaces under the "Choojai Seniors 60+" programme, and collaborations with retail stores for promotional activities on essential items.

Mr Pichai said these projects have helped circulate more than 30 billion baht in the economy.

He said the ministry has been working to enhance the livelihoods of people, emphasising both product pricing and international trade policies.

Even with increasing costs faced by producers, the ministry has successfully maintained a low level of inflation.

Last year Thailand's inflation rate was below projections at 0.4% due to effective price management strategies, said Mr Pichai.
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                                SET-listed Siam Cement Group (SCG), Thailand's largest cement maker and industrial conglomerate, is worried about the impact of Washington's new tariff policy on Southeast Asia, as the region is the company's main market.
The economies of many countries in the region will be affected by America's reciprocal tariffs if they fail to negotiate with US President Donald Trump's administration, according to SCG.

The steep tariffs, with a rate of 36% on Thai goods, were initially set to take effect on April 9, but Trump decided to delay enforcement for a period of 90 days, allowing countries that did not retaliate against the tariffs to negotiate on trade matters.

"We are concerned the economy of Southeast Asia will slow down if the reciprocal tariffs are applied. This will affect SCG's businesses in the region," said Thammasak Sethaudom, president and chief executive of SCG.

The company has invested in Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines.

With Trump's proposed tariffs, some analysts believe Thai GDP will grow by less than 1.8% this year due to economic challenges both domestically and externally.

Mr Thammasak is worried Trump's policy will cause China to export more products to Southeast Asia, intensifying competition in the Asean market for Thai companies.

SCG Chemicals (SCGC), the petrochemical arm of SCG, expects the global petrochemical industry, which is facing a supply glut, to improve if there are no new products from China.

The construction of SCGC's Long Son Petrochemical complex in Vietnam is finished but the company has yet to start commercial operations, pending the result of trade talks between the US and Vietnam, said Sakchai Patiparnpreechavud, chief executive and president of SCGC.

Mr Thammasak called on the Thai government to carefully plan its negotiations with the US and China to avoid a serious economic impact on the Thai economy.

This year, SCG has allocated 30 billion baht for investment projects. The company already spent 6.1 billion from the budget during this year's first quarter.

The company expects its revenue to increase by 5% this year from 511 billion baht in 2024.
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                                Unpleasant trade prospects threaten to affect the Thai manufacturing sector, with the Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) dipping by 0.6% year-on-year in March to 105.03 points, says the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).
The index increased by 9.2% from February, attributed to state economic measures and exports.

Future global economic uncertainty cannot be avoided, given US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariff policy, said Passakorn Chairat, director-general of the OIE. Washington proposed a 36% levy on imports from Thailand on April 9, but paused enforcement for a period of 90 days to allow some countries to negotiate.

"The tariff policy is pressuring global trade, with the manufacturing sector in Europe and Japan expected to slow down," said Mr Passakorn.

If other countries retaliate against Trump's steep import duties, the trade war will intensify, he said.

In March, the Thai manufacturing sector benefited from the second phase of the government's 10,000-baht handout for the elderly and the "You Fight, We Help" debt relief scheme.

The value of exports also increased in March by 17.8% year-on-year, driven by sales of computers and peripheral devices, air conditioners, rubber products, and gold jewellery.

Capacity uilisation was 63.6%, up from 59.2% in February 2025, indicating that Thai manufacturers had increased their production.

The sugar industry was one of the sectors that contributed to the increase in the March MPI. Production of sugar and molasses increased by 19.9% year-on-year due to an uptick in sugar cane harvests and prices.

Manufacturing of computers and peripheral devices rose by 15.9% year-on-year, mainly driven by greater demand for hard disk drives with high data storage capacity.

Production of rubber products, including tyres, also grew by 7.4% year-on-year as manufacturers expanded their production capacity, following an uptick in purchase orders from China, the US and Europe.

The automotive industry remained sluggish in March, with production decreasing by 3.8%, particularly in the small passenger car category as well as hybrid electric vehicles with an engine size not greater than 1,800 cubic centimetres.
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                                The Thai Chamber of Commerce sees Moody's downgrade of Thailand's credit outlook as a critical policy warning.
The move highlights the urgent need for the country to adopt prudent, transparent, and objective-driven management practices to ensure sustainable development, said Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the chamber.

He expressed concern following Moody's Investors Service downgrading Thailand's credit outlook from stable to negative on Tuesday.

Although the credit rating was not reduced, the shift reflects significant global concern regarding Thailand's economic and fiscal stability in the near term, said Mr Poj.

The adjustment could affect international investor confidence during a crucial recovery period for Thailand, as the country seeks to increase private sector investment both at home and abroad, he said.

Being flagged by a prominent credit ratings agency may impact investor decisions and could lead to higher borrowing costs for the country in the future, said Mr Poj.

Moody's noted some factors for the downgrade: a lack of clear fiscal discipline, challenges in managing public debt, and uncertainties concerning the government's ability to generate revenue.

He said this outlook aligns with the private sector's call for the government to act swiftly to restore confidence by developing concrete, transparent and flexible fiscal management strategies to cope with the rapid changes in the global landscape.

Mr Poj said external variables are intensifying economic vulnerabilities, particularly concerning potential US tariff hikes on imports.

As Thailand relies on exports, the implementation of these policies could have serious consequences.

As a result, he said it is crucial for Thailand to prepare for these risks and diversify its export markets from existing markets.

Despite these challenges, Mr Poj said he remains hopeful, highlighting Thailand's strong economic drivers such as domestic consumption, a resurgence in private sector investments, and new promising industries such as electric vehicles, digital technology, and processed agriculture.

However, he said these sectors can only thrive if the country has international trust.

"In terms of global trade, the chamber sees a growing trend of protectionist measures and suggests Thailand explore new potential export markets such as India, Africa and the Middle East to mitigate the risks associated with fluctuations in its main markets," said Mr Poj.

The chamber also called for Thai businesses to swiftly adjust to global economic uncertainties by enhancing workforce skills, developing and using innovation, and leveraging technology to maintain competitiveness.
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                                Thailand must accelerate its economic growth potential to 3-4% to avoid a downgrade in its sovereign credit rating, say analysts.
Kobsak Pootrakool, director and senior executive vice-president at Bangkok Bank, said in a Facebook post on Wednesday Moody's Investors Service revised Thailand's outlook from stable to negative, the first step in a potential credit rating adjustment and possibly leading to a future downgrade.

WARNING SIGNAL

Moody's is the first global credit ratings agency to revise its outlook on Thailand, potentially prompting the other two major agencies -- S&P Global Ratings and Fitch Ratings -- to review and possibly adjust their assessments as well, he said.

According to Mr Kobsak, Thailand's outlook downgrade by Moody's is primarily based on concerns that the nation's economic and fiscal strength could deteriorate further, particularly in light of US trade and tariff policies.

These global headwinds threaten international trade and economic growth, posing significant risks for Thailand's export-driven economy.

"The downgrade to a negative outlook does not necessarily imply that a credit rating cut is imminent. However, it serves as a warning sign -- an indication of increased risk," he said.

During the 2008 global financial crisis, Thailand's outlook was also downgraded to negative by Moody's. However, after navigating the crisis, the outlook was restored to stable within two years.

Moody's indicated the outlook could be revised back to stable if Thailand demonstrates sustained economic growth above current expectations, thereby improving its fiscal position.

Mr Kobsak said a credit rating downgrade would likely stem from further weakening of Thailand's economy, with potential growth declining due to structural challenges and global economic instability, particularly influenced by US trade policies.

Moreover, if Thailand's public debt continues to rise -- driven by both external and internal shocks that hinder economic growth, or by political tensions that weaken the government's ability to implement effective policies -- it could potentially lead to a credit rating downgrade.

To avoid such a downgrade, he said the Thai government must prepare the economy to withstand global headwinds, particularly US President Donald Trump's tariff schemes and the potential resurgence of protectionist policies.

In addition, the government should focus on building a sustainable economic future by strengthening Thailand's growth potential, in line with Moody's target of at least 3-4%, said Mr Kobsak.

He said the government should move swiftly to advance infrastructure development, cultivate high-potential industries that generate sustainable income, strengthen Thailand's research and innovation capacity, overhaul outdated legislation that impedes progress, and prioritise the development of human capital.

CAUTION REQUIRED

Bank of Thailand governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput said the regulator must strengthen financial stability in anticipation of heightened risks and global uncertainties, particularly those stemming from US tariff hikes and a potential trade war.

Although Thailand's international reserves are at a relatively high level, having increased more than tenfold since the 1997-1998 financial crisis, the situation still requires caution, Mr Sethaput said during a gold offering ceremony held by the disciples of the late revered monk Luangta Maha Bua Yannasampanno.

The central bank's foreign reserves total US$276 billion, compared with just $23 billion in 1998.

He said while the current level of international reserves and the overall strength of the country's financial system are reassuring, financial stability has weakened in recent years, primarily due to rising debt levels.

"With both household and public debt at elevated levels, we cannot afford to lower our guard as a storm is approaching," said Mr Sethaput, referring to the trade war.

Although the risks have yet to fully materialise, they are clearly emerging. The central bank is monitoring the situation and sees a stronger financial buffer as essential, he said.

LITTLE FOREIGN DEBT

In response to Moody's downgrade, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said yesterday Thailand's ability to repay debt remains robust and the government has borrowed very little from abroad.

He said one of Moody's concerns about the Thai economy is the potential impact of Trump's tax policies on domestic investment. However, in the first quarter this year, investment inflows into Thailand grew by more than 90% year-on-year, directed towards several key sectors of the Thai economy.

Mr Pichai acknowledged investors who have already applied for investment promotion may be waiting to evaluate the full impact of Trump's policies before beginning their actual investments. However, he still views the situation as a positive sign.

Regarding the cost of government borrowing, Mr Pichai said Thailand does not borrow from abroad, and domestically the situation remains strong.

He said any potential impact predicted by Moody's due to Trump's policies would affect all countries, not only Thailand.

The framework for government borrowing was already set during the budget planning stage, said Mr Pichai.

However, issuing an emergency loan decree would require careful consideration, he said.

As of February 2025, the government's public debt tallied 12 trillion baht, accounting for 64.2% of GDP. This debt comprises government debt worth 10.7 trillion baht, state-owned enterprise debt worth 1.06 trillion baht, and financial sector state-owned enterprise guarantees worth 162 billion baht.

The government's foreign debt amounts to 72.3 billion baht.

TOO HASTY

Government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said on Wednesday Moody's acted too hastily in downgrading Thailand's outlook, noting trade talks with the US have not concluded.

"Thailand's economy is still growing, while the government is accelerating its economic stimulus amid global volatility," he said.

"I believe the downgrade was too fast. Thailand and many other countries are still in negotiations, with no clear outcomes yet. If the results turn out positive, what will Moody's do then?"

For the second half of the year, Mr Jirayu said stimulus policies will focus on four major growth engines: domestic private consumption, international trade, government spending, and private and public investment.

LIMITED IMPACT

Rakpong Chaisuparakul, senior vice-president at KGI Securities (Thailand), said Moody's action makes it unlikely Thailand will issue new borrowing bills worth 500 billion baht, as this would push the public debt-to-GDP ratio to rise, raising the risk of a ratings downgrade.

While Moody's maintained Thailand's credit rating at Baa1, the agency dimmed its outlook for Thai GDP growth this year, cutting the forecast from 2.9% to 2%.

Following Moody's action, the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index continued its rise yesterday, surging 0.89% to 1,181.52 points by midday, after increases the three prior sessions.

Krungsri Securities (KSS) views the downgrade as having a short-term psychological impact on the SET index.

Historical data suggests when Thailand's outlook was downgraded, the baht was not significantly affected, while Thai equities tended to dip briefly before recovering to previous levels or even higher.

For example, on Dec 1, 2008, S&P downgraded Thailand's outlook from stable to negative, and the SET index decreased 3.6% before rebounding 0.5% the next day and recovered to the previous level within four days. On Dec 4, 2008, when Moody's lowered Thailand's outlook from stable to negative, the SET index gained 4.49% during early an recovery from the global financial crisis.

When S&P downgraded the Thai outlook on April 13, 2020 from positive to stable, the SET index rose 2.3%, and as Moody's lowered the outlook from positive to stable on April 21 of the same year, the Thai index shed only 0.34%.

"Given these precedents and that this is only an outlook downgrade, not a ratings cut, KSS expects limited impact on the SET," said head of research Suwat Wattanapornprom, adding Thailand hasn't had a credit rating trim since the 1997 financial crisis.
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																Land conflicts on Lipe island -- home to sea gypsies -- have flared up again amid concerns over land grabs by greedy business operators in this part of the southern province of Satun.
On April 27, a company involved in a long-standing land ownership dispute blatantly tore down Ban Koh Lipe school's canteen and toilets in its bid to claim part of the school land.

This school has been at the centre of land conflict for years. In late 2022, the company sparked an outcry when it built a fence blocking access to the school. The fence, which was later demolished, also cut off an old pathway that links the community's habitat with the beach.

The confrontation prompted the Prayut Chan-o-cha government to ask deputy police chief Surachate Hakparn to head a panel tackling land conflicts across the island.

Pol Gen Surachate pledged a swift probe into false land claims. Yet luck was not on the sea gypsies' side, as the deputy RTP chief fell from grace, and while the government found a replacement, it has yet to approve a budget for the mission.

With several interruptions, the process to verify land ownership is proceeding sluggishly.

False land claims are indeed a serious problem for Lipe island, where demand for land is high.

Last year, the National Park, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP) Department transferred a senior officer over complaints that he abused his authority in helping business operators encroach on forests on this popular island.

The root cause of the false land claims stems from the fact that several sea gypsies, or Urak Lawoi, an indigenous group who lacks literacy and legal knowledge, fell prey to greedy land speculators as they sought land ownership documents decades after settling in the area in the late 1890s.

The situation worsened as the island, with a silvery beach and turquoise sea, became a world-class tourist site in the south Andaman Sea.

Under such circumstances, several sea gypsies were kicked off their land in recent decades.

Almost half the community, or 125 families, became illegal occupants of their own land, which was turned into high-end resorts.

With regard to the demolition of school canteen and toilets, some rights activists and sea gypsies claim that state authorities stayed idle: a dereliction of duty on their part.

They were upset with the company's bid to demolish the school facilities while the verification process is still going on.

Needless to say, the destruction of the school facilities is a sign that the business will not give in, but is intent on pursuing a massive land grab. The state needs to step in.

Long-term solutions are needed for the embattled sea gypsies to ensure their rights are not encroached upon, and they can maintain a traditional lifestyle without threat or intimidation in whatever form.

This requires sincerity on the part of the government to honour its promises to the indigenous group. It must give the panel working on solving the land conflict the tools and budgets it needs so it can work quickly for the benefit of the sea gypsies who would otherwise be further marginalised.
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																President Donald Trump's tariff policy has received numerous criticisms from various parties, including several Nobel Prize laureates, for being against the economic principles of free trade.
The policy would surely bring havoc to both the US and the world economies. The financial markets were quick to agree, causing Mr Trump to hold the tariff increases for 90 days and allow zero tariffs on certain computer products. The markets temporarily calmed down, but they have been damaged. The Dow Jones Industrial Average Index has lost 5.3% of its value, and the US dollar has depreciated about 4% against major currencies.

If the tariff increase were to be a lose-lose strategy, why would Mr Trump follow such a "shot-in-the-foot" policy? His popularity is now at rock bottom. Does he not know that the US constitution provides several means of quick impeachment? Or does he have specific reasons for doing so, which many quietly agree with, including the IMF and the World Bank?

This is not the first time that Mr Trump has raised tariffs on imports. During his first term as president, he increased tariffs on Chinese imports from 3.0% to 19.3%. His successor, President Joe Biden, did not attempt to lower them but left the tariff rate untouched. I have a theory that Mr Biden agreed with the rate but lacked the guts to raise it further.

Mr Trump was voted back into the Oval Office for a second term and, sure enough, he continued his job of raising tariffs to "Make America Great." This time, it is not only Chinese imports that are targeted, but all imports coming into the United States. Has Mr Trump gone mad? Or did something so bad happen during Mr Biden's administration that Mr Trump felt compelled to correct it, even at a high political and economic cost? The evidence is in the attached table of the US's twin deficits. Mr Trump left office on Jan 20, 2021. The US's twin deficits worsened during his administration but were still within the acceptable range, particularly the current account deficit. One must partly thank his tariff hike on Chinese imports. But look at the twin deficits after Mr Biden left office. If the twin deficits were allowed to continue at such pace, the US economy would surely risk bankruptcy by 2029.

The 2029 columns are my estimates of the likelihood of Trump and No-Trump effects. Mr Trump would cut the current account deficit by raising import tariffs to lower imports while persuading (forcing?) other countries to purchase more US products. This is a standard formula to narrow a trade deficit. Tax income from increased tariffs, estimated to be US$660 billion (22 trillion baht), would be used to narrow the fiscal gap.

Without Mr Trump's tariff madness, the US is likely to continue running a fiscal deficit, reaching $2.63 trillion by 2029, and allowing the current account deficit to widen further to $1.93 trillion. The world economy would become very unstable then.

As William Shakespeare said in his play Hamlet "What's done cannot be undone." Whatever the causes of twin deficits might be, it was Mr Trump's job to fix them. I read that soaring interest costs on the government's debt, expanded welfare programmes, and student debt transfers were the main contributors to the four-year spending surge under Mr Biden's administration. No wonder Mr Trump emphasises the need to lower US interest rates.

Regarding the widening current account deficit issue, the IMF pointed out that a slower Chinese economy following the real estate bust, coupled with a buoyant US economy benefiting from a high fiscal deficit, prompted China to export more of its products to the US. With all the excess capacity to produce and 700 million workers to care for, the products must go somewhere. The US provided the perfect answer -- an insatiable appetite with a bottomless wallet. Hence, the 2.6 times rise in the current account deficit from 2019 to 2024.

Mr Trump shows no concern for economic theories or Nobel Prize laureates. This is how he determines to fix the exploding twin deficit problem -- by having others pay for it. Please go back to the table.

In the provided example, readers will notice that, by 2029, the US deficit would be lowered by $660 billion if Mr Trump stays until the end of his second term. This $660 billion would come from a 20% increase in customs duties. In 2024, US imports of goods were valued at $3.3 trillion, and 20% of that is $660 billion.

[image: ]

Mr Trump has already received half of the money by imposing a 10% universal tariff on all imports coming into the US. The rest would come from the collection of reciprocal tariffs.

If I read Mr Trump's mind correctly, that he only wants a 20% average tariff increase, countries still have some room to negotiate on reciprocal tariff rates. All negotiation teams should note that the key point of the negotiation is how bad your country has become as a Chinese export front.

In 2024, the US had a trade deficit of $918 billion with the rest of the world, while China had a trade surplus of $992 billion. Basically, in the current global trade game, there are only two real players.

China sells while the US buys. The US has a direct trade deficit of $295 billion with China and an indirect trade deficit of $623 billion with other countries. Raising tariffs only on China, as Mr Trump did in his first term, would not win the trade game, as China would channel its products through other countries.

I am sure the issue of fronting for Chinese products would be a prime topic to discuss at reciprocal tariff rate meetings. I have heard rumours the negotiation session with Thailand has been indefinitely postponed because Thailand does not address the fronting issue.

Since the US seems to be the final buyer of global products, Mr Trump has the absolute upper hand in this negotiation. I see no reason why a country like China can win a trade war against the world's biggest buyer.

It is not only the US-China deficit of $295 billion that is of concern here. It is the US-world deficit of $918 billion that gives the US the upper hand.

On the specific issue of US-China trade, first, the US imports $439 billion of goods from China, while China imports only $144 billion of goods from the US. Second, US imports from China generate 18 million jobs for Chinese workers, while China's imports from the US create only 0.82 million American jobs.

Those 18 million Chinese have been out of work for a month now. Third, China faces excessive manufacturing capacity and cannot afford to have low global sales amid weak domestic demand.

The tariff strategy would undoubtedly hurt the American economy and consumers, including Mr Trump's current popularity. However, as seen in the table, the "No Trump" option is a guaranteed formula for a mega-disaster on the scale of the 1930s Great Depression.

If one wants to see long-term stability in the world economy, as the IMF and the World Bank do, one would not want to stop Mr Trump.
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																India and Pakistan have had several shooting matches since they carried out a total of nine underground nuclear weapons tests in 1998. However, they don't make Putin-style thinly veiled threats to use their nukes (around 170 nuclear warheads each at the moment), and they do understand that escalation from smaller, "conventional" wars is the real danger.
For example, Islamabad did not retaliate to Indian air strikes on Pakistan in 2016 and 2019, didn't even admit that they had happened in order to damp down domestic pressure for a tit-for-tat escalation. India has also worked to keep the level of violence down, even though the basic relationship is one of mutual hatred with religious overtones.

However, the relationship between the two countries is fundamentally unstable, because Pakistan has only one-sixth of India's population and one-tenth of its wealth.

"Conventional" wars are basically wars of attrition, which means that Pakistan would almost certainly lose a non-nuclear conflict. By contrast both countries would be destroyed in a nuclear war, so threatening to escalate a war to the nuclear level would give Pakistan a weird kind of leverage.

The two countries have not strayed that far into the swamp of nuclear deterrence theory yet, but they will probably get there in the end. Yet the rest of the world pays almost no attention to these "local" calculations, because other countries doesn't feel threatened by a nuclear war between India and Pakistan. They believe it would largely stay within South Asia.

They are wrong about that, which is why the present confrontation between the two is far more dangerous for the world than the Ukraine war or any other current conflict.

The trigger for the India-Pakistan crisis this time was a terrorist attack in the Indian-controlled part of Kashmir on April 22 by four gunmen who stepped out of the woods at a well-known tourist site and machine-gunned a group of Indian tourists, killing 26 of them.

All the dead but one were Indian Hindus. The terrorists have been identified as Kashmiri Muslims or Pakistanis of Kashmiri origin, and the Indian government has declared that they were supported by the Pakistani government. That is possible, but India has offered no evidence and a home-grown Kashmiri group is an equally plausible alternative.

Kashmir was India's only Muslim-majority state, and since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's sectarian Hindu and ultra-nationalist regime ended its special status in 2019 it has been boiling with resentment and is effectively occupied by the Indian army.

Matters have now got worse, with Mr Modi suspending the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 that regulates the sharing of the six rivers' water between India and Pakistan. The water is important for India but utterly existential for Pakistan, where it irrigates 80% of the land on which the country grows its food.

In no previous war has India suspended this treaty, but Mr Modi's party almost lost its parliamentary majority in the last election and the quickest way to rebuild its support among Hindu nationalist voters is to have a huge crisis with Muslim Pakistan. Many other countries have leaders just as reckless, but few of them have nuclear weapons. And Mr Modi is playing with far more lives than the others: not just the 20 million "prompt" dead expected from blast, fires and fall-out in a full-scale India-Pakistan nuclear war, but the 200 million to 2 billion dead predicted elsewhere in a 10-year "nuclear winter".

A nuclear winter is a long period with conditions cold enough to cut global food production. It would start with hundreds of firestorms in cities hit by nuclear explosions that boost enormous amounts of soot in the stratosphere. The soot blocks much of the incoming sunlight -- and it stays there for years because there is no rain in the stratosphere to remove it. The original calculations were done in the 1980s for a nuclear war between the US and the Soviet Union, but a decade ago a team led by Professors Alan Robock and Brian Toon of Rutgers and Colorado Universities redid the calculations for an India-Pakistan nuclear war on fast modern computers with a huge data-processing capacity. The results were horrifying.

Hundreds of burning cities in India and Pakistan provide the initial boost of soot into the stratosphere over South Asia as before, but prevailing upper-altitude winds would carry most of it east and north until it blankets the northern temperate zone too. Those south of the equator would fare somewhat better, but countries in North America, Europe, the Middle East and East Asia would not be spared. Famine would prevail for 10 years.

Worry about Ukraine, Gaza, Iran and Taiwan but the big threat is a nuclear war between India and Pakistan.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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																As Myanmar spirals further into civil war, Asean stands at a defining crossroads. The region cannot afford to remain passive while Myanmar's military junta intensifies its assaults under the guise of so-called "temporary ceasefires". These declarations are not peace -- they are pretexts. Airstrikes and scorched earth tactics continue with impunity, while international actors too often confuse propaganda with progress.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) must chart a bold, realistic course -- one grounded not in abstract declarations, but in tangible, courageous diplomacy. This begins with the deployment of a focused, principled military mission. I propose an Asean military delegation led by a senior Malaysian general, with respected officers from Thailand, Indonesia, and the Philippines. Their task: is to engage with all sides of the conflict as impartial observers -- not to fight, but to listen, assess and open the doors to dialogue.

This approach may seem unconventional, even provocative. But it is precisely this break from orthodoxy that gives it power. Soldier-to-soldier engagement speaks in a language Myanmar's top brass understands. Sen Gen Min Aung Hlaing has proven unresponsive to traditional diplomatic overtures.

But seasoned military peers, speaking from shared experience rather than condemnation, may find a way through the impasse. This is not appeasement. It is strategy -- meeting entrenched militarism with pragmatic, disciplined dialogue.

Tragically, many Asean leaders and international partners have accepted the junta's manipulations at face value. They mistake temporary lulls in fighting for ceasefires, and staged meetings for negotiations. We must not be complicit in this deception. Ceasefires must be real, verifiable, and grounded in humanitarian necessity. Anything less is an endorsement of continued violence.

Yet amid the bleakness, there are signs of possibility. Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim's recent engagement with the National Unity Government (NUG) is a courageous diplomatic pivot. It signals that Asean can evolve -- that it can acknowledge the democratic aspirations of Myanmar's people. This gesture must be amplified.

Out of this opening, a coherent regional response can take shape. First, an Asean-led military mission must assess battlefield realities and engage all armed actors, including the junta and ethnic resistance groups. This will lay the groundwork for trust and transparency. From there, a UN-supported peacekeeping presence -- staffed by Asean and dialogue partner personnel -- can monitor ceasefires, de-escalate tensions, and signal international resolve.

Simultaneously, we must deliver relief where it is needed most. Humanitarian corridors must be established along the Thai-Myanmar border, with operations led by the Asean Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA) and supported by UN agencies.

These centres would be lifelines to the displaced and desperate, as well as hubs for neutral, needs-based assistance.

This multifaceted effort must be coordinated. A central mechanism, chaired by Malaysia and based in Kuala Lumpur or Bangkok, should steer operations and ensure unity of purpose. Asean must also work with the UN secretary-general to mobilise international funding for humanitarian aid and eventual reconstruction.

Most importantly, we must prepare for inclusive political dialogue. Peace cannot be imposed; it must be built. A regional peace conference hosted by Malaysia as Asean Chair must bring together the junta, The Interim National Unity Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar (NUG), ethnic armed organisations, and civil society. These voices, long excluded, are indispensable to forging a lasting settlement.

But to imagine a viable political future, we must confront a foundational truth: Myanmar has never truly been united. It is a mosaic of peoples, cultures, and histories-- diverse and often divided. The notion of a singular, centralized "Union of Burma" has always been more fiction than fact. Any durable solution must embrace federalism -- not as a concession, but as a framework for peace and coexistence.

This is Asean's moment of reckoning. Will it choose passivity, watching as Myanmar descends further into chaos? Or will it act -- imperfectly perhaps, but decisively and with moral clarity? The people of Myanmar are not asking for miracles. They are demanding that the world see their suffering, acknowledge their dignity, and support their struggle for peace. Asean still has the tools to help -- if only it summons the will.



Kasit Piromya, Former Thai Foreign Minister and Member of Asean Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR). APHR is a regional network of current and former parliamentarians who use their unique positions to advance human rights and democracy in Southeast Asia.
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																The report of flash flooding in the Sai River in Chiang Rai yesterday has renewed fears among local communities that floods and mudslides will return in ever greater numbers. Their fears are valid. In less than an hour, the flooding in the Sai River swelled to knee level, forcing villagers along the river to move their property and elders, as well as bedridden patients, out of harm's way.
Last year, the plight of communities along the Sai and Kok rivers in Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai provinces made national media headlines when they were hit by floods and mud slides that came from upstream in Shan State, Myanmar.

It took months for the communities to clear the debris and remove the vast piles of dried mud from their houses.

Now, local villagers are again questioning whether their communities will face similar woes, as concerns have arisen that the man-made structures the government has installed to combat flooding may not be effective in protecting them.

Land use in Shan State, where the Sai and Kok rivers originate, has deteriorated. Over the past five years, much of the watershed forest area in Shan State has been converted into rudimentary open-pit gold mines and mineral extraction sites. As a result, natural forests that helped absorb floods disappeared, and red soil was carried down the river.

Indeed, floods and mudslides are not the only problems with the Sai and Kok rivers. Lest we forget, the Chiang Rai provincial governor put up signs asking people not to use water in the Kok River in March this year. The warning came after the Pollution Control Department's water sampling showed that arsenic levels exceeded safety standards. Arsenic is a byproduct of gold mine extraction. Meanwhile, this week, there were reports of fish in the river suffering associated side effects and skin problems.

What is worrying is the government's response. Despite the growing scale of the problem, national and local governments still treat it like another natural disaster. It is not. With the gold mines upstream, communities downstream will only suffer disproportionately from more severe floods and mudslides.

Without practical environmental protection efforts being applied to these gold mines, toxic residue will end up in the rivers.

But it is unfair to blame only the gold mines in Myanmar. Natural land along both transboundary rivers has also been urbanised, and natural low-lying areas that absorb floodwaters have become scarcer.

The government needs to add more natural floodplains to communities along the river, and they must act on this now.

The Sai and Kok rivers are the latest examples of transboundary pollution that require government-to-government solutions.

On April 14, former premier Thaksin Shinawatra publicly spoke about the arsenic contamination in the river. Known to have strong ties with the Myanmar government, Thaksin said that the Thai government "can handle the issue". But we have yet to see any meaningful development in that regard.

These issues are, more broadly, a reflection of the mindset of governments that favour short-term band-aid solutions. Flood prevention for the government primarily involves rescue operations, evacuation, and building stronger structures. Without a change in attitude, the government is more of a cause of problems and not the solution provider it should be.
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																The US dollar has suffered its worst start to any year since 1989 as the Trump administration has put forward once unthinkable economic policies, unnerving global investors.
But one proposed shift would be of a different order altogether: an exit by the US from the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Sweeping global trade barriers, broken alliances and blistering verbal attacks on the US central bank and other federal institutions have taken a toll on what many consider an already over-valued US currency and assets.

In the process, the dollar index has shed 8.4% so far in 2025.

That compounds heavy Wall Street losses for global funds that have driven US markets higher for more than a decade.

Consider that dollar weakness transformed a 6% drop in the S&P 500 index into a 15% hit for unhedged euro-based investors, who would have also seen modest Treasury losses in dollar terms turned into drops of almost 10%.

If nothing else, the fog of uncertainty surrounding Washington has seriously dented the attraction of US Treasuries and the dollar as predictable havens amid global trouble.

But the impact of an IMF exit on the greenback would go far beyond frayed trust or investment rethinks.

That's because this step -- openly advocated by the controversial "Project 2025" conservative wish-list for President Donald Trump's second administration -- would mechanically unravel overseas dollar reserve holdings.

Many observers breathed huge sighs of relief at the IMF and World Bank spring meetings last week when Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent merely demanded reform of these multilateral institutions rather than broaching a US withdrawal.

But Project 2025's "Mandate for Leadership" document, compiled ahead of last year's US elections by the Heritage Foundation, held nothing back about what it thinks should happen with what it termed "expensive middle men".

"The Treasury Department plays an important role in these international institutions and should force reforms and new policies," it stated.

"The US, however, should withdraw from both the World Bank and the IMF and terminate its financial contribution to both institutions."

Mr Trump doubled down on that idea after his inauguration in January, issuing one executive order on membership of "all international intergovernmental organisations" that set in motion a 180-day review to "provide recommendations as to whether the United States should withdraw from any such organisations, conventions, or treaties".

That review is due in July.

Mr Trump's withdrawal from the Paris climate accord, World Health Organization and effective exit from the World Trade Organization already speak clearly to the administration's wider intentions.

Hesitation about departure from the IMF may be related to the scale of the financial disentanglement likely involved -- one with potentially ominous implications for the dollar's global reserve status and its value on open exchanges.

In an op-ed for the Financial Times last week, former Treasury under secretary for international affairs, Ted Truman, detailed the gigantic financial implications of a US exit from the IMF that he said would be a "significant own goal" and "dramatically diminish" the dollar's global role.

Mr Truman said that the vast bulk of IMF operations is conducted in dollars, as that's what distressed sovereign borrowers typically need and seek, and countries, as a result, pool their dollar reserves.

He argues that the dollar would be excluded from use by the fund if the US were no longer a member, raising the question: "What nation would want to hold assets in a currency that cannot be used in IMF transactions issued by a country that has abdicated its international financial responsibilities?"

The IMF's unit of account -- Special Drawing Rights (SDR) -- is a structure of five main currencies.

The dollar currently holds the biggest weight at 43%, the euro 29%, the yuan 12%, the yen 8% and sterling 7% -- and global reserves piles are often held roughly in those measures.

A US exit would see redistribution of shares and voting rights around the biggest remaining members, with the yuan and the euro set for much higher weightings in the SDR, which would expand those currencies' international roles as a result.

Consequently, what to date has been a glacial drift away from dollar reserve holdings over the past decade could accelerate sharply.

"Withdrawal from the IMF would spell the end of America's status as the principal reserve provider to the rest of the world," Mr Truman wrote.

The exchange rate implication of that could be huge.

While a dollar devaluation on that scale may be welcomed by many administration advisers who see it as another way to regain global competitiveness for US goods, the big question -- much like higher import tariffs -- is whether that is worth the price of massive US financial disruption.

It's possible the whole IMF membership question will get sidelined. But the prospect will remain another powerful weight on the dollar as long as it lingers. Reuters

Mike Dolan is Reuters Editor-at-Large for Finance & Markets.
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																As the State of Israel marks its 77th Independence Day, we celebrate this special occasion with hearts full of pride, gratitude, and reflection. This day is a celebration of our resilience, innovation, and the enduring spirit of our people. It is also a time to honour the close and growing bonds we share with other nations -- and among them, the friendship with the Kingdom of Thailand is a cherished and long-lasting bond.
This year's Independence Day comes at a particularly complex and emotional time for Israel. We continue to confront the consequences of the brutal attack by Hamas terrorists on Oct 7, 2023 -- the darkest day in recent Israeli history. While we have been able to bring many of the hostages back home, we are still grappling with the pain of the fact that 59 hostages remain in captivity in the Gaza Strip. Among them are three Thai workers, two of whom were tragically confirmed dead and one whose whereabouts remain unknown. These losses are deeply mourned in Israel. These individuals, including the Thai workers, are remembered with sorrow and respect by the entire Israeli nation.

We strongly believe that peace will only be possible when Hamas, the vicious terrorist organisation responsible for the Oct 7 massacre, is no longer present in the Gaza Strip and governing it. As long as this terror organisation continues to threaten innocent lives and disrupt regional stability, the hope for peace remains elusive. Israel is determined to secure the return of all remaining hostages, to ensure that such tragedies will never happen again, and to defend and protect our people and sovereignty.

Despite the hardships, ties between Israel and Thailand are even closer and brighter. Our friendship stands as a beacon of cooperation, mutual respect and human connection. In recent years, this partnership has blossomed across multiple sectors, driven by shared goals and complementary strengths.

One of the most exciting areas of collaboration is food technology (FoodTech). As the world seeks sustainable, innovative solutions to feed growing populations, Israel has emerged as a global leader in agricultural innovation, alternative proteins, precision farming and climate-resilient technologies. These are areas where Israel and Thailand are increasingly working together, combining Israeli know-how of small start-up companies with Thailand's agricultural richness and big powerhouses.

Cybersecurity is another dynamic frontier where both nations are finding common ground. Israel's advanced cybersecurity capabilities are being matched with Thailand's rapid digital transformation. Together, we are creating opportunities for training, investment and mutual development, thus ensuring that our citizens are protected and our economies are well-positioned for the challenges of tomorrow.

A central pillar of the Israel-Thailand relationship is the remarkable Thai labour community in Israel. Thai workers are an essential part of our agricultural sector and are known for their dedication and skill. We deeply value their contributions to Israeli society and the personal bonds they foster every day.

Recently, our Minister of Labour made an official trip to Thailand. This important visit strengthened our government-to-government ties and opened the door to significant advancements in our labour partnership. One of the key outcomes of these discussions is expanding employment opportunities for Thai workers in Israel, beyond agriculture into other sectors such as construction and industry.

To support this expansion, both governments are working towards increasing the annual number of Thai workers coming to Israel. From the current average of 8,000 workers per year, we are now preparing to raise this number to 13,000 and potentially up to 20,000. This initiative reflects the trust and deep cooperation between our two countries and our shared desire to create dignified work opportunities for Thai citizens in Israel.

These advancements are not only about policy but also about people. The ties between Israel and Thailand exist at every level: government to government, business to business, and people to people. Every Thai worker, every student exchange, every business venture and every act of cultural exchange adds a new thread to the fabric of our friendship.

Israeli tourists have long played a role in deepening this connection. Before the Covid-19 pandemic, around 200,000 Israelis visited Thailand each year, and that number had already surpassed 300,000 by the end of 2024, with hopes of continued growth. More recently, the bond between our countries was further demonstrated during the tragic earthquake that impacted Thailand and the collapse of the State Audit Office building that resulted in the loss of many lives. Israel was among the first foreign nations to respond, sending a 22-member Search and Rescue Team to assist Thai authorities in their mission. These moments we have shared together continue to strengthen the enduring partnership between our two nations.

As we mark 77 years of Israeli independence, we look forward to remembering our past and also to building a brighter future together with our Thai friends. In times of peace and challenge alike, this partnership remains strong and full of promise.

This year's Independence Day message also holds personal significance for me, as it marks the final year of my tenure as the Ambassador of Israel to the Kingdom of Thailand. It has been a profound honour to represent the State of Israel in your beautiful and gracious country. Over the past years, I have witnessed firsthand the strength of our bilateral relationship, demonstrated through official agreements and government-level cooperation, as well as in the warmth, generosity and goodwill of the Thai people.

I will carry with me countless memories of kindness, collaboration and mutual respect from the vibrant Thai-Israeli communities to the tireless efforts of our partners across ministries, businesses and civil society. It has been a privilege to contribute to the growth of this relationship and to help deepen the bonds between our nations.

As I complete my mission in a few months, I do so with a heart full of gratitude and confidence in the future of Israeli-Thai relations. I will leave knowing that the ties between our two countries are stronger than ever and will continue to flourish in the years to come.



Orna Sagiv is the Ambassador of Israel to Thailand and Cambodia.
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																On May 11, communities across Thailand will vote in 2,469 municipal elections. Despite these polls being routine, they are a pivotal test of the country's commitment to moral leadership and enabling governance at the grassroots level.
Local politicians may not command the same spotlight as national figures, but their decisions shape daily life, from road repairs and waste management to community development. If they serve with integrity, towns and cities thrive. If they succumb to corruption or complacency, everyone suffers. These elections present a rare opportunity to demand higher standards from those who would lead our communities.

First of all, we need to look at what "moral leadership at the grassroots" is.

Moral leadership means guiding decisions by ethics, honesty, and a genuine commitment to public service. Though this may sound lofty, it is demonstrated in practical ways. A leader with integrity says no to under-the-table deals and yes to transparent decisions that prioritise community welfare. When officials act ethically, they build trust. Citizens are more likely to support initiatives when they believe their leaders work sincerely for the public good.

In contrast, nepotism and graft quickly breed cynicism. When voters conclude that "all politicians are the same", political disengagement follows. Electing honest local leaders can break this cycle and restore faith that politics, even at the grassroots, can still be a noble calling. Moral leadership is beyond pork-barrel politics.

Moral leadership also requires resisting the misuse of public resources for political gain. A major pitfall in local politics is pork-barrel spending -- using public funds for pet projects to sway voters. For instance, a council might hastily pave a few roads before Election Day to impress one neighbourhood, even if other areas have greater needs. Such practices waste resources and neglect broader community priorities.

While pork-barrel promises may deliver short-term gains to a few, they ultimately divert funds from projects that benefit everyone. Worse, pork-barrel spending often accompanies corruption: rigged contracts, inflated budgets, and kickbacks. Communities must reject this approach. Voters should beware of candidates offering cash or gifts and instead support those with clear, inclusive plans for community development. Good governance is not about winning favours but building a future for all.

Beyond personal integrity and avoiding pork-barrel policies lies a deeper structural change: building a system that empowers citizens. This is the heart of enabling governance -- shifting from control to collaboration.

Instead of a top-down attitude, an enabling local government asks residents, "What do you need and how can we help?" It invites citizens into the decision-making process. For example, a municipal council can hold open meetings where residents can weigh in on budget priorities or community projects. An enabling administration also supports grassroots initiatives, whether a neighbourhood welfare programme or a community economic effort, by offering resources and cutting red tape. When people feel heard and see their ideas enacted, they gain a sense of ownership, not just in their community but also in local government itself. Enabling governance turns local government into a two-way street of trust and accountability.

The beauty of enabling governance is that it depends on citizens. True enabling governance cannot be built by elected leaders, administrators, or civil servants alone. Citizens must play an active role. Their first and most basic responsibility is to vote. A strong turnout on May 11 will send a clear message that people care about who leads their communities. In particular, government workers, merchants, and traditionally less politically active groups must step forward.

Yet participation should not end at the ballot box. Citizens must stay engaged by attending local meetings, asking questions, and demanding transparency in spending and decision-making. Choosing the right leaders from the start is just as critical.

Voters must look beyond old patronage, networks, personal ties, and vote-buying tactics. Instead, they should focus on candidates with honest reputations and concrete ideas for community improvement. A vote should no longer be seen as a personal favour but as a deliberate decision to hire the best person for the job. Voting is not the end -- it is the beginning. By staying involved after the election, praising good work and calling out missteps, citizens ensure that officials keep their promises and serve with integrity.

In short, voting is an act of planting the seed of enabling governance.

Though rich with a cultural legacy spanning over seven centuries, Thailand's political soil presents challenges for planting the seed of enabling governance. Deep-rooted traditions, bureaucratic inertia, and patron-client networks have resisted change for generations. Reforming such entrenched systems demands a profound cultural shift -- and as history shows, cultural shifts take time.

Two dominant sociological theories help explain this dilemma. One argues that individuals create effective systems through agency, integrity, and collective will. The other contends that strong systems must first exist to cultivate responsible citizens. In Thailand's case, both views must inform efforts to build a democratic culture that is simultaneously citizen-driven and institutionally sound.

Against this backdrop, the People's Party (PP) candidacy in 97 municipalities is a noteworthy development, even if their chances of winning more than a few seats appear slim. The PP positions itself as a reformist movement seeking to move Thai governance away from clientelism and rent-seeking towards an enabling society.

If the PP secures a few mayoral seats, it will have the chance to show that change can grow from the ground up. Their post-election performance will speak louder than campaign rhetoric. If they resist rent-seeking, sidestep cronyism, and demonstrate enabling governance, they will not only strengthen their standing for future national elections but also prove that enabling governance is politically possible in Thailand.

Ultimately, the future of local governance will not be decided in campaign speeches, but in the hard, patient work of building trust, empowering citizens, and putting principles into practice. May 11 marks only the beginning of a longer journey -- one that must be sustained longer after the votes are counted.



Peerasit Kamnuansilpa is Founder and Former Dean of The College of Local Administration, Khon Kaen University.
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																Fifty years ago, on April 30, 1975, North Vietnamese military units surged into Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam, forcibly reuniting the country, thus ending 20 years of conflict.
Scenes of North Vietnamese T-54 tanks crashing through the gates of the Doc Lap Independence Palace were among the poignant closing episodes of the Vietnam War. Soon, the massive outpouring of refugees became a searing reminder of the fast-ending conflict.

The original US plan of limited counterinsurgency to thwart communist attacks morphed into a full-scale war. For the US, a cardinal mistake was deposing nationalist South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem. The coup d'etat orchestrated by President John F Kennedy and the CIA deposed Diem's government on Nov 1, 1963, putting the country on a perilous trajectory of incompetent military governments over the next decade.

The US massively reinforced troops from 1965 until 1971, when there were 535,000 Americans in Vietnam. President Richard Nixon began a process of "Vietnamisation" whereby the South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) would transition to do the fighting to defend their country. The US military commitments would be reduced; the last American combat troops left the country in March 1973.

During the conflict, the Americans were not alone in supporting the South Vietnamese; there were military units from Australia, Thailand, and, among the best, more than 50,000 South Korean combat forces. A decade of war cost nearly 58,000 American lives, with more than 2,500 MIAs. Millions of refugees fled. More than 2 million Vietnamese died on both sides.

Significant political divisions in the US during the war persisted for decades. Now, half a century later, it's not the time to "re-fight or re-litigate" the war, but rather revisit to assess the lingering "What ifs?"

Recall that Henry Kissinger's flawed 1973 Paris Peace negotiations produced an agreement whereby communist North Vietnam and reasonably democratic South Vietnam would coexist as separate entities, as they had since 1954 following the French colonial period. But the North Vietnamese army (NVA) and their local Viet Cong proxies gained military advantage through the "ceasefire in place agreement", allowing the North an unquestionable foothold, given their forces already controlled substantial territory.

This fact offers an eerie echo with plans for a Ukraine ceasefire, a ceasefire in place for Russian troops. An international settlement ensured that the status quo of North and South Vietnam, divided by the DMZ at the 17th parallel, would legally form the dividing line much as the 38th parallel separated both North and South Korea since 1953. Both sides had pledged not to attack the other, at least on paper.

The collapse in 1975 came like dominoes; NVA probing attacks in February from Boun Me Tout and Pleiku in the Central Highlands proved surprisingly successful. The Soviet-supplied Hanoi communists gambled and launched a major offensive with 30 divisions of regulars, during which South Vietnamese towns and ARVN units crumbled, often ineffectively, without a fight. By April, the NVA were near the gates of the capital, Saigon. The rest is history as NVA tanks and units captured the city on April 30. The curtain fell on the Indochinese wars.

Contrary to popular myth, the US military was not retreating from embattled Saigon in the last days; rather, the formidable logistics and economic support apparatus in South Vietnam was being hastily evacuated. American combat forces were withdrawn two years earlier.

But Vietnam is not a war, but a country of 100 million people. Let's say the status quo held as in Korea. Even in 1974, South Vietnam's economy outshone the communist North. North Vietnam's now forcibly reunified Socialist Republic of Vietnam suffered under a corrupt and incompetent socialist economy until 1986 when Do Moi market reforms began to replace the moribund Marxist system. China, the US and the European Union are major trading partners. Massive foreign investment has flourished in recent years. Former South Vietnam would likely have emerged as a Southeast Asian "Tiger Economy" by the late 1970s, a moderately prosperous export economy with an upward trajectory.

Today, Vietnam boasts 6% GDP growth, and per capita income is near $5,000. Vietnam is a top 10 trading partner of the US, with $149 billion in two-way trade; yet Washington faces a $123 billion trade deficit!

Nonetheless, 50 years after a united Vietnam, the country is reasonably prosperous but retains a communist authoritarian system. Who would have thought?



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Yesterday marked one month since one of the worst earthquakes in Thailand's history shook the capital. The tremor mostly caused minor damage to thousands of properties nationwide, but one building -- the under-construction State Audit Office (SAO) building in Chatuchak district -- completely collapsed during the quake.
As of Sunday, 62 bodies had been recovered from underneath the rubble, but more than 31 remain unaccounted for.

While the efforts of workers involved in the search operation should be commended, the government's inability to act swiftly to determine the cause of the collapse and the culprits behind it is causing frustration among the public.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra had promised to conclude the probe within a month, but so far, the government has yet to make any significant progress in its probe into the disaster.

Last week, the Department of Public Works decided to focus its probe on the decision to alter the design of the building's elevator shafts.

So far, 40 engineers have been summoned to explain the decision. Officials, including Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, seem eager to lend their weight to the theory that the reduced thickness of the building's elevator shafts significantly contributed to the collapse.

But they can't rush to any conclusions -- officials, Mr Anutin included, must not act in any way that pressures investigators into expediting the probe into the disaster in the name of protecting the government's image.

They must be given enough time to find out what actually happened and who was involved in the design change and approval process.

Without a proper investigation, only the "small fry" such as engineers whose names are listed in construction documents and their supervisors will bear the consequences, while the big fish will remain off the hook.

Authorities must ensure the probe focuses on officials at the Office of the Auditor General of Thailand who were involved since bidding for the project was launched. To date, these officials have stayed in the background, leaving the public to focus on the design of elevator shafts and the project's contractors.

In addition, they must scrutinise other projects by China Railway No.10 (Thailand) Co (CREC 10), a joint venture with Italian-Thai Development Plc that was hired to build the collapsed building.

The company is accused of collusion and using proxies to open a local construction firm. Last week, four CREC 10 executives were arrested, though they have since been freed on bail.

CREC 10 won the right to carry out about 30 public infrastructure projects in the country, including the passenger terminal at Narathiwat airport, several public hospitals, housing projects of courts of justice staff and a wastewater treatment plant, among others.

It is surprising that after the collapse, government agencies which granted CREC 10 the concession for these projects chose to keep mum. They were quick to assume that the other projects handled by CREC 10 are safe.

The Department of Public Works, along with neutral experts from the Engineering Institute of Thailand, must review the other projects to ensure their safety.

The SAO building collapse has undermined the public's faith in the government's transparency and safety standards in the country. As such, the official investigation must leave no stone unturned, or a similar tragedy will occur again in the future.
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        Thai Youth Orchestra to perform challenging repertoire
        Two Silpathorn Award artists will be performing with the Thai Youth Orchestra (TYO) during "Thai Youth &amp; Legends", at the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Sunday, at 2pm.

      

      
        Madana returns to the stage in Bangkok
        This year, Somtow Sucharitkul will bring back Madana, the opera he composed 25 years ago, to the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on May 7 at 7.30pm.

      

      
        Night Library brings art to the people
        Artists have launched a new collaborative project titled Night Library to inspire everyday life with exclusive art prints.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: April 30-May 6
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!&nbsp;

      

      
        Madana - 25 years on
        Twenty-five years ago, composer and novelist Somtow Sucharitkul, living in the United States and never imagining a career in Thailand, was invited to compose an opera to help raise funds for the reconstruction of King Rama VI's Phayathai Palace.

      

      
        Stories behind the artwork
        Since water is an essential and vital component for life on Earth, the White Elephant Art Competition chose "Water And Alternation" as its theme for 2025. Prof Yanawit Kunchaethong, a judge at the competition, commented that "Water And Alternation" is a relatable topic which allows artists to showcase their imagination through a variety of techniques.

      

      
        Eight emerging artists navigate space and self
        "Be Your Own Island" is the theme of the "8th Early Years Project (EYP#8)" which features artworks by eight emerging artists at the Main Exhibition Gallery, 7th floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection, until June 29.

      

      
        Acclaimed Thai artists to reveal their inspiration and process
        Six contemporary artists widely acclaimed in the Thai art scene are sharing their perspectives on artistic inspiration during "Back To The Flow", which is running at La Lanta Fine Art, until May 31.

      

      
        Chinese firm pushes mobile payments via AI glasses
        HONG KONG --- Consumer electronics firm DreamSmart Group, owned by Chinese auto giant Zhejiang Geely Holding Group, will soon enable mobile payments via smart glasses, according to an executive, as the race to make eyewear powered by artificial intelligence (AI) more useful to the public heats up.

      

      
        Elitist no more, caviar is turning casual
        PARIS --- When Burger King announced it was selling caviar with nuggets at its French restaurants on April 1, many people assumed it was an April Fool's joke.
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									Thai Youth Orchestra to perform challenging repertoire

									
								

								Two Silpathorn Award artists will be performing with the Thai Youth Orchestra (TYO) during "Thai Youth & Legends", at the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on Sunday, at 2pm.
								This landmark concert will see legendary pianist Nat Yontararak, both a Steinway and Silpathorn artist, perform Beethoven's monumental Piano Concerto No.5 In Eb Major while Vanich Potavanich, the orchestra's newly appointed conductor and also a celebrated Silpathorn Award artist known for his visionary leadership and deep musical insight, will be leading the TYO for the first time.

Their collaboration marks the beginning of an exciting new era for TYO, showcasing the orchestra's new generation of young talent. They will also perform Wagner's overture from Die Meistersinger Von Nurnberg and Sibelius' Symphony No.2 In D Major.

Tackling Wagner's richly textured Die Meistersinger overture and Sibelius' emotionally charged Symphony No.2, the programme showcases the orchestra's extraordinary ambition and artistry.

[image: Vanich Potavanich. Thai Youth Orchestra]
Vanich Potavanich. Thai Youth Orchestra



These masterworks, renowned for their technical and emotional demands, are rarely entrusted to youth ensembles -- making this a truly remarkable debut for the orchestra's newest generation. This afternoon concert promises to be an inspiring testament to the power of dedication, mentorship and youthful passion.

Founded in 1990, the TYO has become a cornerstone of Thailand's classical music development. The youth orchestra has earned international acclaim, including first prize at the Summa Cum Laude International Youth Music Festival in Vienna, and continues to nurture musicians who reach national and global stages.

For reservations, visit dcpthaiyouth.net or call 02-247-0013 ext 4121/2 for group reservations.

[image: Nat Yontararak. Thai Youth Orchestra]
Nat Yontararak. Thai Youth Orchestra


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3015370/thai-youth-orchestra-to-perform-challenging-repertoire



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Madana returns to the stage in Bangkok

									
								

								This year, Somtow Sucharitkul will bring back Madana, the opera he composed 25 years ago, to the Main Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre, Ratchadaphisek Road, on May 7 at 7.30pm.
								Called "the operatic event of the year" by London's Opera Now magazine when the opera, inspired by King Rama VI's drama Madanabadha, played to the packed Thailand Cultural Centre back in 2001, the remake will feature homegrown opera stars in major roles.

Nadlada Thamtanakom, who started in the chorus of Opera Siam and moved onto leading roles as a regular member of the Flanders Opera in Belgium, will play the winsome were-rose Madana. Up and coming mezzo-soprano Kridhima Siriwatanakamol, who recently shone in productions of Dido, Rigoletto and DasJati, is a double threat, playing both Arali the scheming handmaiden and the celestial Sudeva.

Besides Thai principal Barbara Zion, the male leads in this production will feature Kenneth Tarver as King Jayasena, Damian Whiteley and Andrew Eisenmann. Conducting the production will be Trisdee na Patalung, with choreography by Unesco traditional dance expert Darren Royston.

The grand opera in three acts is being presented by Opera Siam and the Department of Cultural Promotion. A number of important anniversaries are being celebrated with this production -- the centenary of HM King Rama VI's reign and the 50th anniversary of HM Queen Indrasakdisachi; the 70th birthday of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn; the 40th year of the National Artist Awards; and the 25th year of Opera Siam.

Opera Siam is offering complimentary tickets on a first-come, first-served basis. Just add Line @operasiam and give your name, phone, email and the number of tickets you would like. Alternatively, email to operasiam.pr@gmail.com. Tickets for superior seating in the VIP/gala area are available for those who make a donation to the production.

Visit ticketmelon.com.
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									Night Library brings art to the people

									
								

								Artists have launched a new collaborative project titled Night Library to inspire everyday life with exclusive art prints.
								Night Library provides a platform for local talent to share their works and gain recognition at home and abroad. By making art more accessible, the project aims to bridge the gap between creators and the wider community.

A diverse array of artists, including A KID FROM YESTERDAY, 130.pdf, Kx2DK, and Ronnakorn & Jitta adopt giclee printing technique, which involves using inkjet technology, to create vibrant, museum-quality art prints.

Some examples of their work include Temporary, Forever by Natthaphat Lueangrungthip, an independent designer and creative strategist, who reflects on the status of the poster, questioning whether it is meaningful as it vacillates between functionality and decoration.

Gas Storm is a moment frozen in fire and fog. This powerful image captures the intensity of a protest engulfed in tear gas -- a haunting visual of resistance, chaos and courage. Urban Pulse is a split second of a stunning purple lightning strike cutting through the sky. Photographed by Ong Asadawut, a photojournalist for the online platform The MATTER, it speak volumes without saying a single word.

[image: Temporary, Forever by Natthaphat Lueangrungthip. (Photo: Night Library)]
Temporary, Forever by Natthaphat Lueangrungthip. (Photo: Night Library)



Meanwhile, The Room Of Going Nowhere by Noweenilan is an empty space that simply exists waiting for an audience to fill it with something remarkable. Noweenilan is a graphic designer with a lifelong passion for art and design. Since childhood, she has explored creative possibilities, blending inspirations with experimentation of new ideas.

Prospect by Ratchanon Boongsrithong, an artist and type designer fascinated by drawing and typography, is a poem characterised by chaotic, almost aggressive scribbles, which are partially erased. These fragments suggest stories of labour, sacrifice and resilience, evoking a place where identity is shaped by the efforts of its people but remains intertwined with the shadow of a dominant force.

Visit night-library.com.

[image: Prospect by Ratchanon Boongsrithong. photos courtesy of Night Library]
Prospect by Ratchanon Boongsrithong. photos courtesy of Night Library
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: April 30-May 6

									6 new titles from Apple TV+, Max, Prime Video, Netflix and AFN
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick! 
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Careme 

Premieres on April 30

A biographical drama series about one of the world's first celebrity chefs, Antonin Careme, who rose from humble beginnings in Paris to the height of culinary stardom in Napoleon's Europe. While he dreams only of becoming the most famous chef in the world, his talent and ambitions attract the attention of renowned and powerful politicians, who use him as a spy for France. Determined to escape poverty and fulfill his dream, Careme can choose revenge, or he can have it all -- women, wealth, fame -- but at what cost? His love? His soul? His life? Based on the book "Cooking For Kings: The Life Of Antonin Careme, The First Celebrity Chef" by Ian Kelly.



HBO/MAX

[image: ]

Grizzy And The Lemmings: Season 4

Premieres on May 1

While falling, Grizzy performs a series of acrobatics that amazes the Lemmings.

[image: ]

Piece By Piece

Premieres on May 3

A vibrant journey through the life of Pharrell Williams, told through the lens of Lego animation.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Another Simple Favour

Premieres on May 1

The American black comedy mystery film follows Stephanie Smothers and Emily Nelson's reunion on the island of Capri, Italy. What was supposed to be a peaceful and happy moment for Emily as she gets married to a rich Italian businessman in an extravagant wedding, turns into a nightmare after a murder.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Angi: Fake Life, True Crime

Premieres on May 1

The crime docuseries follows the murder of a young Ana Paez, at the hands of Maria Angeles Molina in 2008. The two episodes of the series will shed light on Angi's past, her marriage to Juan Antonio Alvarez Litben, and the businessman's death in 1996. The series will release some of the details that were never made public before.



AFN

[image: ]

Dishing With Chris Lee: Season 2

Premieres on May 7 

Award-winning actor Christopher Lee will breathe new life into his very own culinary show by shifting his kitchen to a fish farm or fondly known as "kelong". Will cooking be tougher than before? Chris is up for the challenge! As the guests enjoy sumptuous meals prepared by Chris, they also embrace quality time filled with sea breeze, great friends and laughter.
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									Madana - 25 years on

									
								

								Twenty-five years ago, composer and novelist Somtow Sucharitkul, living in the United States and never imagining a career in Thailand, was invited to compose an opera to help raise funds for the reconstruction of King Rama VI's Phayathai Palace.
								He chose as his subject King Rama VI's drama Madanabadha, which had been dedicated to his great-aunt, Queen Indrasakdisachi. The play, inspired by the Shakespeare tragedies and comedies the poet-king so greatly admired, is a tale of a beautiful woman cursed by a jilted god to live on Earth as a rose, becoming human only in the light of the Full Moon.

"Madana falls for the human King Jayasena," Somtow explained, "whose wife is none too happy, and the result is a bittersweet, romantic fantasy... nothing could be more operatic."

Opera was a rarity in Thailand, and the singers were flown in from different parts of the world. The Bangkok Symphony, which hadn't done a fully staged grand opera, was called in to perform under the composer's baton. Peeramon, a Thai dancer who had worked with the Paris ballet, came on board to create a stunning divertissement.

Looking back 25 years, the time has come to present Madana again -- this time with a quarter-century of hindsight.

[image: Madana back in 2001. photos courtesy of Opera Siam]
Madana back in 2001.



This time, homegrown opera stars will take major roles. Nadlada Thamtanakom, who started in the chorus of Opera Siam and moved onto leading roles as a regular member of the Flanders Opera in Belgium, will play the winsome were-rose Madana. Up and coming mezzo-soprano Kridhima Siriwatanakamol, who recently shone in productions of Dido, Rigoletto and DasJati, is a double threat, playing both Arali the scheming handmaiden and the celestial Sudeva.

The opera is being presented by Opera Siam and the Department of Cultural Promotion with sponsorship from many individuals and corporations including the Thailand Foundation. A number of important anniversaries are being celebrated with this production: the centenary of King Rama VI's reign and the 50-year anniversary of Queen Indrasakdisachi; the 70th birthday of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn; the 40th year of the National Artist Awards; and the 25th year of Opera Siam.


	In celebration of all these momentous events, Opera Siam is offering complimentary tickets to the only show, on May 7 at the Thailand Cultural Centre, while the supply lasts. As of now, the seats are currently 85% booked.

	Send a Line text message via @operasiam giving your name, phone, email, and the number of tickets you would like. Or email operasiam.pr@gmail.com.

	Tickets will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis until the hall is filled.
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									Stories behind the artwork

									Two freelancers win top prizes at the White Elephant Art Competition
								

								Since water is an essential and vital component for life on Earth, the White Elephant Art Competition chose "Water And Alternation" as its theme for 2025. Prof Yanawit Kunchaethong, a judge at the competition, commented that "Water And Alternation" is a relatable topic which allows artists to showcase their imagination through a variety of techniques.
								Organised by Thai Beverage, the White Elephant Art Competition offers a 1 million baht prize to the winner. Since the prize money is significant, the competition was fierce, with 458 entries. The winner this year was Niratchaporn Nuamjerm, a freelance artist, for her cubic sculpture Taphien (Silver Barb Fish). Meanwhile, Yerrinda Kaewsuwan, also freelance, won the Grand Prize (500,000 baht) for her embroidery piece Underwater.

Niratchaporn said she entered the competition hoping to win an honourable mention award of 100,000 baht so she could take her grandmother to Chiang Mai.

"Winning the White Elephant Art Award was beyond expectations. I was surprised and felt unsure if it was really happening since a sculpture had never won first prize at this competition," said Niratchaporn.

Meanwhile, Yerrinda, who also put a lot of effort into her piece, said she hoped to win the award, but the Grand Prize was also unexpected.

"I had to finish my work in a limited time. I felt lucky to be selected as a finalist. When the Facebook account of White Elephant Art shared the image of my work, it received over 2,000 shares. The feedback was beyond expectation."

[image: Taphien by Niratchaporn Nuamjerm. White Elephant Art Award]
Taphien by Niratchaporn Nuamjerm. (Photo: White Elephant Art Award)



Taphien  by Niratchaporn Nuamjerm Winner of the White Elephant Art Award

Taphien stands out from other works at the White Elephant Art Exhibition on display at Bangkok Art & Culture Centre. Inside the transparent cubic box, there are many barb fish made of woven bamboo strips moving to the sound of the Thai traditional instrumental song Dancing Rabbit. The bottom of the box is made of acrylic glass to portray water, with clay models of elderly people on fishing boats holding fishing gear and sitting on barbs.

"This sculpture resembles a fish tank which depicts my imagination from childhood in Phichit province, where people used to live happily with an abundance of water and fish. I decided to choose the upbeat music piece Dancing Rabbit because I wanted to create an enjoyable piece," explained Niratchaporn.

"I wove discarded fishing gear into barb fish which are symbols of the abundance of water. It is a contradiction that the discarded fishing gear is used as a symbol of abundance."

Growing up in Phichit, Niratchaporn remembered that when it was not rice farming season, floods filled the rice fields bringing many kinds of fish, especially barbs. Niratchaporn said at the time, water seasonally flooded the road. However, after she became a high school student, things changed. Villagers complained that they could not catch fish easily like before.

"My grandmother had once told me that the fishing gear they used may one day be displayed in a museum so that the younger generation can learn about it since such equipment will no longer be used. I created Taphien on a red platform which was inspired by red velvet displays in museums. Items showcased on red velvet cloth are usually valuable and can be seen only in a museum," she said.

Niratchaporn is known for her kinetic art which incorporates movement that can be created by motor, wind or vibration. She explained that she has been familiar with electrical equipment since a young age because her father was an electrician. She also learned from Prof Krit Ngamsom about several other techniques to incorporate with kinetic art when she was an undergraduate student at the Faculty of Architecture, King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang.

"I am interested in kinetic art because it creates movement which makes artwork more interesting. However, it requires knowledge of mechanisms and electronics which take a long time to master. If you make a mistake in one spot, it can ruin the whole project. To prevent mistakes, I experimented on a small piece before creating a real one."

In addition to winning the 2025 White Elephant Art Award, in 2021 Niratchaporn won the Excellent Prize for her mixed media titled Big Tiffin at the White Elephant Art Award. In 2018, she created the installation Thai Smile and won the Outstanding 3D Art Award at the Young Thai Artist Award. Niratchaporn said that her inspiration came from the local lifestyle since she was raised by her grandmother and her grandmother's sister.

In the future, Niratchaporn will continue to create works related to Thailand's local lifestyle.

"I would like to present an ordinary story and incorporate it with special material. I hope that my artwork can make viewers happy and bring a smile to their face."

[image: Underwater by Yerrinda Kaewsuwan.]
Underwater by Yerrinda Kaewsuwan.



Underwater  by Yerrinda Kaewsuwan Winner of the Grand Prize Award

When Yerrinda heard about the theme of the White Elephant Art Competition, she thought about future predictions regarding flooding of the world.

"During a diving experience in Koh Tao, I discovered a beautiful underwater world. In Underwater, I tried to create a new underwater world, with coral reefs and other aquatic creatures. I believe people should be aware of the value of the ecosystem which is like our second home that we should take care of," said Yerrinda.

When asked if she thinks it is possible for humans to live underwater like the image in her artwork, Yerrinda replied yes. "If a new region emerges underwater, I believe humans will adapt to a new era. However, before that, people should be aware of the value of spaces that we have."

[image: Yerrinda Kaewsuwan, winner of the Grand Prize Award. Yerrinda Kaewsuwan]
Yerrinda Kaewsuwan, winner of the Grand Prize Award. (Photo: Yerrinda Kaewsuwan)



With delicate and beautiful embroidery skills, Yerrinda uses her needles to create a variety of works, including animals and portraits of Thai, European, Chinese and Japanese people. Due to her expertise in embroidery, besides winning the Grand Prize Award in 2025, Yerrinda has consecutively won significant awards at the White Elephant Art Award. She won the Khunying Wanna Sirivadhanabhakdi Award for Bond Of Friendship in 2024 and the CEO Award for Home in 2023.

Yerrinda gained recognition after her 2023 debut solo exhibition "Flowers Need Time To Bloom" at the People's Gallery in the Bangkok Art and Culture Centre. The exhibition displayed embroidery artwork created using silk, thread and sequins. It represented Yerrinda's female soul in different forms because she is part of the LGBTI community. The exhibition attracted many people to queue in a long line to view it.

Before Yerrinda became successful, she planned to find a stable job and quit creating art. She pursued a master's at the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts, Silpakorn University. However, Yerrinda had a car accident which caused her to stop working for a year. After that, she realised that life is uncertain, so she should do what she wants.

"I was worried that people would judge my embroidery as craft or criticise that it was not good enough. However, after the accident, I was no longer worried. Working on embroidery healed my mind. I was happy to create artwork and after that, I received positive feedback from art galleries and was selected to participate in many group exhibitions," said Yerrinda.

"In the future, I hope to have a solo exhibition abroad. I once displayed my work in Singapore because a gallery there discovered me. Many people appreciate my work, and I want to see how far I can go."



The White Elephant Art Exhibition displays 52 award-winning and selected artworks until May 11, on the 9th floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre. Admission is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/TheWhiteElephantArtAward.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3014512/stories-behind-the-artwork



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Eight emerging artists navigate space and self

									
								

								"Be Your Own Island" is the theme of the "8th Early Years Project (EYP#8)" which features artworks by eight emerging artists at the Main Exhibition Gallery, 7th floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Pathumwan intersection, until June 29.
								Held in collaboration with Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, the 8th edition of the art project aims to support and develop the potential of emerging artists by providing them opportunities to express themselves and enhance their skills in contemporary art.

Eight artists were selected by a distinguished panel of experts from various fields to work within the constraints of the art centre's exhibition space, with no allowance for additional construction. Such limitations demand not only adaptability but also problem-solving and flexibility.

The artist line-up includes Apisara Hophaisarn, who encourages viewers to perceive the hidden connections within everything around them through her works; Lalita Singkhampuk, who reflects the meaning of existence in a world shaped by cyclical crises, unavoidable losses and instability; and Nitithorn Nooklin whose work is inspired by environmental issues in southern Thailand.

While Papimol Lotrakul presents six uniquely designed vessels to represent six different visions of the future, Pipatpong Seepeng allows his instincts to guide him on a journey of self-acceptance and learning to reveal his true self and Pitchapa Wangprasertkul highlights the lasting impact of domestic violence on survivors and addresses the recurring cycle of abuse in Thai society.

Also displayed are drawings, paintings, sculptures and prints by Thanawat Numcharoen who invites contemplation on the intersection between mythology, history and the entangled relationships between humans, animals and the natural world as well as Yotsunthon Ruttapradid's sculptural video tunnel that reflects the impact of societal change driven by the integration of information technology in daily life.

Visit facebook.com/EarlyYearsProject.
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									Acclaimed Thai artists to reveal their inspiration and process

									
								

								Six contemporary artists widely acclaimed in the Thai art scene are sharing their perspectives on artistic inspiration during "Back To The Flow", which is running at La Lanta Fine Art, until May 31.
								Participating in this group exhibition are Yuree Kensaku, Tawatchai Puntusawasdi, Maythee Noijinda, Pod Thanachai Ujjin, Krit Ngamsom and Rukkit Satapornvajana. They will take viewers on an exploration of each individual's unique aesthetic and worldview.

One thing the six artists have in common is their constant commitment to the process of creating their artwork, which reflects the flow state, a concept proposed by psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi.

His research concluded that artists who immerse themselves in creating work regardless of surrounding distractions and without any thought of fatigue all operate under conditions based on a balance of having clear and challenging goals while also following a process grounded in structure and direction.

[image: Artwork by Rukkit Satapornvajana. photos courtesy of La Lanta Fine Art]
Artwork by Rukkit Satapornvajana. 



The exhibition portrays how these artists explore their roots of inspiration and the working practices of individuals who have already found their artistic identities. Although each has established their own vision and purpose for creating art, they remain open to new challenges.

Viewers will find each artist's inspiration from various perspectives, ranging from childhood memories, observations of connections between different fields of aesthetics, impressions of other people's life stories, reflections on their current state of mind, to personal views on today's society. What all the artists share is a passion for transforming their ideas to reality.

La Lanta Fine Art is located at N22 Art Warehouse, Narathiwat Ratchanakarin 22, and opens Tuesday to Saturday from 10am to 7pm.

Visit lalanta.com.
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									Chinese firm pushes mobile payments via AI glasses

									
								

								HONG KONG -- Consumer electronics firm DreamSmart Group, owned by Chinese auto giant Zhejiang Geely Holding Group, will soon enable mobile payments via smart glasses, according to an executive, as the race to make eyewear powered by artificial intelligence (AI) more useful to the public heats up.
								DreamSmart is working with Chinese fintech giant Ant Group to allow AI smart glass users to make payments, a feature that will be made available on its StarV Air2 eyewear in the third quarter this year, according to Guo Peng, general manager of the company's XR (extended reality) business unit. Ant Group is an affiliate of Alibaba Group Holding, owner of the South China Morning Post.

Payment is an important use case as it is "closely tied to consumers' daily behaviour and frequently used", Guo said in an interview with the Post on Monday.

"I personally don't believe that a single 'killer app' on AI glasses would make them popular overnight," Guo said. "As a long-term goal, they should become a daily wearable device for most people ... and have many practical application scenarios."

The mobile payments functionality reflects how proponents of AI glasses are expanding the use cases to help broaden the adoption of smart eyewear.

StarV Air2 users will be able to complete a payment by simply tapping a button on one of the temples - the arms connected to the frame of the eyeglasses that extend behind a user's ears - and confirm the transaction via voice command, as shown to the Post by DreamSmart in a product demonstration on Monday.

DreamSmart's AI glasses currently allow real-time translation and navigation and features a teleprompter via its smart lens - common functions offered by smart glasses made by Chinese firms including Rokid and Even Realities.

DreamSmart, known as Xingji Meizu in Chinese, was formed in 2022 after Geely subsidiary Hubei Xingji Shidai Technology bought a 79.09% stake in smartphone maker Meizu for an undisclosed sum.

[image: Police officers display their AI-powered smart glasses in Luoyang, Henan province, China, on April 3, 2018. (File photo: Reuters)]
Police officers display their AI-powered smart glasses in Luoyang, Henan province, China, on April 3, 2018. (File photo: Reuters)



Founded in 2007 as a maker of MP3 players, Meizu was once one of the most popular smartphone brands in mainland China. It has lost market share over the years amid cutthroat domestic competition against brands such as Honor, Oppo, Vivo, Xiaomi and Huawei Technologies.

DreamSmart's strategy is focused on building its own product ecosystem across smartphones, XR devices and even smart electric vehicles (EVs) under a partnership with Swedish carmaker Polestar.

The StarV Air2, DreamSmart's most advanced XR glasses, is priced at 2,799 yuan (US$384), and has sold more than 50,000 units, according to Guo. XR is an umbrella term for virtual reality and augmented reality technologies.

DreamSmart plans to launch a new model of AI glasses in the second half of the year that comes equipped with a camera. This would enable features such as AI object recognition or helping visually impaired users navigate certain daily tasks, Guo said.

The company is also gearing up to launch its AI glasses outside China this year, including in Southeast Asia, Europe and North America, along with Japan and South Korea, according to Guo.

Global shipments of smart glasses surged 210% in 2024 following the launch of Meta Platforms' Ray-Ban AI glasses, according to a report by Counterpoint Research last month.

The research firm predicted the smart glass market this year would see increased competition among hundreds of vendors, including Xiaomi and Samsung Electronics.
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									Elitist no more, caviar is turning casual

									
								

								PARIS -- When Burger King announced it was selling caviar with nuggets at its French restaurants on April 1, many people assumed it was an April Fool's joke.
								But as news spread on social media, buyers rushed to try one of the world's most expensive delicacies paired with a humble and highly commoditised piece of deep-fried chicken while limited stocks lasted.

For 19 euros (US$22), they got seven nuggets, mayonnaise and a 10-gramme (0.35-ounce) pouch of Chinese-origin caviar from the Astana brand, which explained it had worked with the fast-food giant to "make the caviar of chefs available to as many people as possible".

It was a marketing coup -- the story quickly went viral after being picked up by French news outlets -- but it also revealed how the image of caviar as an out-of-reach luxury product is rapidly changing.

As with most new food trends, interest in the exclusive fish eggs is being driven by online influencers and celebrities.

Rihanna posted a video to her 150 million followers on Instagram on Dec 20 last year showing her eating nuggets topped with caviar.

"I don't like how much I like this," she began.

US celebrity chef David Chang is also a champion, with a 2022 Instagram video showing him dunking a deep-fried chicken leg into a one-kilogram tin of caviar -- "one of my favourite most obscene things to do" -- which racked up more than three million views.

He credits New York chef Wylie Dufresne with first adding it to the menu at his influential WD~50 restaurant in the 2010s.

Last year, the US Open tennis tournament caused a stir by selling a $100 box of six nuggets with caviar created by the luxury Manhattan fried chicken restaurant Coqodaq.

'Less formal'

Producers and food writers have mixed feelings about the popularisation of the culinary indulgence, which sells for EU1,000 to EU30,000 a kilogramme depending on the type.

The high prices are due to rarity and the high investment producers make in the sturgeon fish needed for caviar, which start to produce eggs only after eight or 10 years.

The most expensive caviar -- the one famously preferred by Hollywood star Elizabeth Taylor -- is the roe of the beluga sturgeon, which takes at least 15 years to mature.

Mikael Petrossian, head of the French brand Petrossian, said there was a "demystification" of caviar underway.

"Caviar doesn't necessarily have to come in a large tin with silver serving pieces... You can enjoy the product in a much more relaxed way," he said. "I personally like eating caviar with crisps."

The founder of French caviar producer Neuvic, Laurent Deverlanges, says his company also aims to make it "less formal".

He posted a review of the "King Nugget Caviar" menu online, concluding that "it works, even if you can't really taste the caviar much".

But Olivier Cabarrot, the head of the France-based Prunier brand whose caviar restaurant is one of the most famous in the world, pushes back on the idea of it becoming a regular product.

"In terms of gastronomy, there is nothing as expensive. It's hard to talk about it becoming 'democratised'," he said. "But we can speak of greater accessibility, achieved through the sale of smaller quantities rather than lower prices."

Many distributors including Petrossian and Prunier offer tins of 10, 20 or 30 grammes, helping to attract a younger clientele.

Dreamy 

Remi Dechambre, a food journalist at Le Parisien newspaper, said people associated caviar with opulence and refinement less and less.

"We've completely moved on from that... Consumption has become a little more common, a little less formal -- even though it still makes people dream," he told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

But knowing how to enjoy the product properly remains essential, said Francoise Boisseaud, managing director of the supplier Le Comptoir du Caviar.

"There's a whole education to be done," she said about the different types -- baeri, oscietre, sevruga or beluga -- adding that "the richness of the world of caviar is infinite -- just like wine".

For her, the best way to enjoy it is with a crusty baguette and butter, not with fried chicken or crisps.

Robin Panfili, a food journalist who runs the food blog "Entree, Plat, Dessert", said Burger King had pulled off a "marketing trick".

"By trying to bring together two worlds that are completely opposed -- luxury and fast food -- the aim is to shake up the codes, to demystify a product historically seen as luxurious and elitist. It's visual, it's viral, it sparks discussion because it's provocative," he told AFP.
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