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Secret Deals, Foreign Investments, Presidential Policy Changes: The Rise of Trump's Crypto Firm

World Liberty Financial has eviscerated the boundary between private enterprise and government policy in ways without precedent in modern American history.

Video: 



By Eric Lipton, David Yaffe-Bellany and Ben Protess



Apr 29, 2025 at 10:01 AM

The pitch from "ZMoney" arrived on the encrypted messaging app Signal just days before Donald J. Trump's presidential inauguration.

"ZMoney" was Zachary Folkman, an entrepreneur who once ran a company called Date Hotter Girls and was now representing World Liberty Financial, the cryptocurrency firm that Mr. Trump and his sons had recently unveiled. Mr. Folkman was writing to a crypto startup in the Cayman Islands, offering a "partnership" in which the firms would buy each other's digital coins, a deal that would bolster the startup's public profile.

But there was a catch, The New York Times found. For the privilege of associating with the Trumps, the startup would have to make, in effect, a secret multimillion dollar payment to World Liberty.

"Everything we do gets a lot of exposure and credibility," Mr. Folkman wrote, asserting that other business partners had committed between $10 million and $30 million to World Liberty.

The Cayman startup rejected the offer, as did several other firms that received a similar pitch from World Liberty, executives said. They considered the deal unethical, concluding that World Liberty was essentially selling an endorsement -- and hiding the arrangement from the public.

World Liberty's executives, who have maintained that they did nothing improper, were undeterred. They successfully pitched similar deals to other firms while also marketing their coin to buyers around the world, reaping more than $550 million in sales, with a large cut earmarked for the president's family.

Mr. Trump's return to the White House has opened lucrative new pathways for him to cash in on his power, whether through his social media company or new overseas real estate deals. But none of the Trump family's other business endeavors pose conflicts of interest that compare to those that have emerged since the birth of World Liberty.

The firm, largely owned by a Trump family corporate entity, has erased centuries-old presidential norms, eviscerating the boundary between private enterprise and government policy in a manner without precedent in modern American history.

Mr. Trump is now not only a major crypto dealer; he is also the industry's top policy maker. So far in his second term, Mr. Trump has leveraged his presidential powers in ways that have benefited the industry -- and in some cases his own company -- even though he had spent years deriding crypto as a haven for drug dealers and scammers.

He has filled his administration with sympathizers to the crypto cause, including by appointing a former adviser to industry players as chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission. In addition, the Justice Department recently disbanded a crypto crimes task force, continuing a broader unwinding of Biden-era scrutiny of the industry.

A Times examination of World Liberty's rapid ascent from fledgling startup to international force -- and Mr. Trump's conversion from crypto skeptic to industry cheerleader -- highlights the range of conflicts of interest trailing the company:



	World Liberty has directly benefited from Mr. Trump's official actions, such as his announcement of a federal crypto stockpile that would include a digital currency the firm has invested in. The president's announcement caused a temporary jump in the value of World Liberty's holdings.


	World Liberty has sold its cryptocurrency to investors abroad, including in Israel and Hong Kong, according to interviews and data obtained by The Times, establishing a new avenue for foreign businesses to try to curry favor with Mr. Trump.


	Several investors in World Liberty's coin managed firms that the federal government accused of wrongdoing. They include an executive whose fraud case was suspended after he invested millions of dollars in World Liberty. Other investors and business partners, some of whom haven't been publicly identified before, are looking to expand in ways that will require the Trump administration's approval.


	World Liberty proposed swapping cryptocurrencies with at least five start-ups, and often used the Trump name to solicit steep payments as part of the deals. Even in an industry with a disreputable history, the deals raised alarm among veteran executives.



"It's a black spot on our industry," said Andre Cronje, a founder of SonicLabs, a crypto firm that turned down World Liberty's pitch. Anyone who accepted would "obviously think they're going to make money because it's the officially endorsed Trump project."

A spokesman for World Liberty, David Wachsman, disputed that any of the company's deals constituted a "one-sided payment for services rendered." But he acknowledged that the company has engaged in "mutual investment deals," and said that its deal-making had resulted in "thoughtful, strategic exchanges between parties who stand to mutually benefit."

Mr. Wachsman also said it would be "false, absurd and dangerous to suggest that investments or partnerships with World Liberty Financial were conducted as some sort of political quid pro quo."

"Never has an investor or partner requested any political favoritism," he said. "Nor would we ever entertain such a possibility."

Still, the company's deal-making benefits the president's family. A Trump business entity owns 60 percent of World Liberty, according to the company's website, and is entitled to 75 percent of certain revenue from coin sales, which could be converted into cash.

"It's one of the more successful things we've ever done," Eric Trump, the president's son who runs the family business, said in an interview this month at the Trump Doral golf course in Florida.

He and his older brother, Donald Trump Jr., are actively involved in World Liberty, though they rely on three partners to oversee the daily operations. Two of them, Mr. Folkman and Chase Herro, have a mixed track record in crypto. The other is Zach Witkoff, the son of Mr. Trump's envoy to the Middle East, Steve Witkoff, who is also a World Liberty founder.

In recent days, Zach Witkoff, Mr. Folkman and Mr. Herro were in Pakistan meeting with the country's prime minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, and other top government officials to discuss World Liberty. The trip, complete with limousines, a dance performance and police escorts, seamlessly blended the president's business interests with the trappings of a state visit. (Mr. Wachsman said no U.S. government officials were involved in the meetings.)

President Trump has noted that conflict of interest laws do not apply to him, and that he has broad immunity for official actions he takes as president.

In a statement, a spokeswoman for President Trump noted that his "assets are in a trust managed by his children," and that as a result, "there are no conflicts of interest." (The trust still benefits President Trump directly.)

World Liberty's supporters are unbothered by questions about conflicts.

"Trump wants to make a lot of money in crypto," Konstantin Kuznetsov, a Russian citizen living in Miami whose Gibraltar-based firm bought $1 million of World Liberty's coins, said in an interview. "We can join in this wave."

Chief Crypto Advocate

 Illustration by Ricardo Tomas; Photograph by George Clerk via Getty Images


As a businessman who made his name in the tactile world of real estate, Donald Trump never aspired to build a digital coin empire.

Indeed, at the end of his first term, Mr. Trump turned to social media to express disdain for cryptocurrencies.

They "are not money," he warned. Their "value is highly volatile and based on thin air."

By last year, his views had begun to shift.

His older sons had become enthusiastic crypto proponents after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol effectively exiled the family business from the mainstream financial system.

"We built and sold and held real estate forever. And for a long period of time, I had access to everyone in the world," Donald Trump Jr. explained in a live video appearance at a crypto conference in Washington last month. "All of a sudden that became really difficult. And I sort of realized very quickly just how much discrimination there is in the ordinary financial markets."

Donald Trump Jr. joined Chase Herro, left, Zach Witkoff, center, and Zachary Folkman at a cryptocurrency summit in Washington last month. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times

At the conference, Mr. Trump said cryptocurrency "It's the future of our financial systems." Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


The change of heart also coincided with an influx of millions of dollars in campaign contributions from the crypto industry into the Trump re-election effort. Under the Biden administration, the industry had faced nearly 100 enforcement actions by the S.E.C., and crypto executives wanted a leader to champion their interests in Washington.

During his campaign stumps, Mr. Trump's qualms about crypto appeared to vanish. At a Bitcoin conference in July, he vowed to turn the United States into the "crypto capital of the planet."



Bitcoin

Bitcoin is the original cryptocurrency and still the most valuable by far. At current prices, one Bitcoin is worth about $94,000.



Two months later, Mr. Trump completed his conversion, announcing that he and his sons would enter the crypto marketplace with a new venture called World Liberty Financial.

Mr. Trump delivered the news in a livestream at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, where he had gathered with Eric and Donald Jr., along with Mr. Herro and Mr. Folkman.

"Crypto is one of those things we have to do," Mr. Trump said. "Whether we like it or not, I have to do it."

Mr. Herro and Mr. Folkman were unusual choices to partner with a president.

Mr. Folkman, who has short curly hair and tattoos, ran a company in his 20s tutoring forlorn men on how to pick up women. In numerous podcast appearances, Mr. Herro has recounted his life's redemption arc, describing a wild youth in which he was charged with marijuana possession and spent a couple of weeks in a Wisconsin jail.

The two men had worked together for years, selling everything from colon cleanses to get-rich-quick advice, before pivoting to crypto with uneven results.

In 2022, Mr. Herro urged a roomful of crypto enthusiasts to invest in the currency TerraUSD, calling it "one of the coolest assets in history." The coin imploded a month later, erasing billions of dollars in wealth. Mr. Herro's most recent venture with Mr. Folkman was a crypto platform called Dough Finance, which was hacked in July, leading to the theft of $2 million.

It's not clear exactly how the pair earned the Trumps' trust. But Steve Witkoff said last year that he met them through his son, and then introduced them to the family.

On the livestream introducing World Liberty, Donald Trump Jr. hailed the men as first-class financial minds.

"You could put them in a boardroom at Goldman Sachs, and they're going to smoke the people in the room," he said.

In October, Mr. Herro and Mr. Folkman got to work on the company's first initiative -- selling a new cryptocurrency, which it called $WLFI, with the goal of $300 million in sales.

These coins would be different from $TRUMP -- the so-called memecoin that spiked in January after Mr. Trump marketed it to his followers before it abruptly crashed.



Memecoin

A memecoin is a type of cryptocurrency based on an online joke or celebrity mascot. It has no practical function other than speculation. After $TRUMP's initial surge, its price plummeted, costing investors a cumulative $2 billion.



World Liberty, at least according to its marketing pitch, eventually plans to operate as a new type of internet bank that would allow customers to borrow and lend money in various digital currencies. Anyone who bought the $WLFI coins would get to vote on certain bank business decisions like shareholders in a traditional company.

Mr. Trump was at the core of the pitch. The company published a 13-page "Gold Paper" that described its mission and leadership team. On the cover was a portrait of Mr. Trump, styled to look as if gold paint had been splashed across the page.

He would serve as the company's "Chief Crypto Advocate," the paper said.

When World Liberty launched, the Trump family and its affiliates were given 22.5 billion units of the crypto coins -- a stash now worth at least $1.1 billion on paper, depending on the various prices used in recent sales.

Under the company's rules, the Trumps and other World Liberty investors are not allowed to sell their coins on the open market, though the company has said it might eventually lift that restriction if other buyers of the coin agree.

Initially, there were few buyers. By the end of October, World Liberty had sold only $2.7 million worth of the coins, a tiny fraction of its goal.

Election Day was a game changer.

A Flood of Investors

 Illustration by Ricardo Tomas; Photograph by Hisham Ibrahim/Getty Images


With polls closed in most of America and Mr. Trump on his way to victory, the World Liberty account on X posted a celebratory message on Nov. 5: "Big things on the horizon."

Soon a surge of investment flowed into World Liberty's cryptocurrency.

Most crypto purchases are recorded on a public ledger called the blockchain, with the buyers and sellers largely anonymized. But World Liberty has said it performs extensive checks on investors in its coin, so it knows who they are.



Blockchain

The blockchain is the publicly viewable ledger of all cryptocurrency transactions. Every time someone spends money with a digital coin, it shows up as an entry, allowing investigators to track the flow of funds. In most cases, the identities of the buyers and sellers are concealed behind strings of letters and numbers.



An analysis performed for The Times by the forensics firm Nansen, drawing on crypto industry data, showed that many of the investors were based abroad in places like Singapore, South Korea, Hong Kong and the United Arab Emirates.

Federal law prevents foreigners from donating to presidential campaigns or inaugural funds, but World Liberty's coin sale offered a new, legal way to back Mr. Trump.

"The main reason for purchasing such a token was to support Trump's inauguration, as he was the first crypto-friendly president of the United States," said Keer Lau, chief strategy officer at Orbiter Finance, a Hong Kong-based entity.

Some investors, domestic and overseas, have managed firms that ran afoul of U.S. regulations. One was Yoni Assia, an Israeli who founded eToro, an online trading platform whose U.S. subsidiary reached a $1.5 million settlement with the S.E.C. last year for crypto-related violations. Troy Murray, a Puerto Rico-based investor, also bought World Liberty's coin. Before that, he had helped create BarnBridge, which in late 2023 agreed to pay the S.E.C. $1.7 million to settle its own crypto-related accusations.

Since Mr. Trump took office, some World Liberty investors have pushed the government for regulatory approvals, or are poised to interact with the administration as they try to build or expand businesses in the United States.

In March, Mr. Assia's company notified the S.E.C. that it intended to go public in the United States. DWF Labs, a crypto firm based in the United Arab Emirates, announced this month that it had bought $25 million of $WLFI -- and that it was opening a New York office.

"Our visibility in the U.S. has been increased because of this deal," Andrei Grachev, the managing partner of DWF Labs, said in an interview. "We would like to have direct dialogue with the policymakers."

The crypto executive with perhaps the most to gain from his affiliation with World Liberty is Justin Sun, a Chinese billionaire who founded the crypto platform Tron.

Justin Sun is the crypto executive with perhaps the most to gain from his affiliation with World Liberty. Tamir Kalifa for The New York Times


Eric Trump called World Liberty one of the family's most successful ventures. Tamir Kalifa for The New York Times


Mr. Sun gained global attention late last year, when he spent $6.2 million at an art auction to buy a banana that had been duct taped to a wall. Not long after, Mr. Sun made another headline-grabbing maneuver: He spent $75 million on $WLFI coins.

The investment drew widespread criticism given that Mr. Sun had a clear incentive to gain favor with the Trump White House. During the Biden administration, the S.E.C. sued Mr. Sun, arguing that he had fraudulently inflated the price of a Tron cryptocurrency.

Mr. Sun has denied the S.E.C.'s charges, and in a text message to The Times last year, he said his World Liberty investment was simply a vote of confidence in the Trump family's "excellent project."

In late February, the S.E.C. asked a federal judge to halt proceedings in Mr. Sun's case: The agency said it was exploring "a potential resolution." The judge granted the stay.

The Stars Align

Justin Sun gave World Liberty a big lift. But Mr. Trump's company wanted more money. Much more.

So World Liberty executives soon announced what they called "a transformative initiative" to partner with other crypto outfits and invest in their coins. The strategy, the executives said in February, would leverage World Liberty's growing clout to help their lesser-known partners.

"It's like taking care of your brother in the space," Mr. Herro said at a crypto event in New York that month.

But World Liberty's public pronouncements omitted a key aspect of its private pitch to several crypto startups, executives at these companies told The Times. World Liberty wanted to sell its own coin -- not just to invest in others'. It was proposing a currency swap.

Here is the deal World Liberty offered, according to executives at three crypto firms approached by the company: The startups would spend between $10 million and $30 million on a large chunk of World Liberty's coins. In return, World Liberty would buy a smaller amount of each startup's own cryptocurrency. World Liberty would keep the rest of the money for itself -- a premium as high as 20 percent.

World Liberty's purchases would signal to the market that Mr. Trump's firm had deemed the startups worthy of investment. But the market would have no way of knowing that World Liberty had been compensated for that endorsement. Some details of a similar pitch from World Liberty were previously reported by Blockworks, an industry news outlet.

"They kept telling us, 'We're like, we're super close to Trump,'" said Mike Silagadze, the chief executive of Ether.Fi, a crypto startup that World Liberty approached.

"We immediately rejected," said Dominik Schiener, who founded the IOTA Foundation, a Berlin-based group that also received the pitch. "It's a very dishonest approach."

Dominik Schiener, a 14-year crypto industry veteran who founded the IOTA Foundation, called World Liberty's approach "dishonest." Axel Schmidt/Reuters


Ondo, a crypto start-up backed by Peter Thiel, helped sponsor the Crypto Ball, an inauguration event. Jason Andrew for The New York Times


In his statement, Mr. Wachsman, the World Liberty spokesman, said The Times's reporting contained "fundamental misunderstandings about standard industry practices" and called the company's business arrangements "not only common in the blockchain industry but essential for creating lasting economic alignments in business, generally."

"These arrangements establish skin in the game for all parties," he added.

The benefits of a partnership were enough to attract at least five crypto firms to strike other deals with World Liberty, without disclosing details of the financial arrangements, The Times found.

In one deal, the Sui Foundation, a U.S.-based group, announced that World Liberty would buy an unspecified amount of its cryptocurrency, prompting Sui's price to jump more than 10 percent. As part of the arrangement, the foundation was slated to receive World Liberty's coins in return, said two people familiar with the deal who requested anonymity to discuss private negotiations.

Other World Liberty partnerships have shown how Mr. Trump is mixing his official role with his business. In December, the company announced that it would use technology designed by a startup based in Lisbon, Ethena Labs. It also bought more than $5 million of Ethena's cryptocurrency.

One of Ethena's investors is Arthur Hayes, a crypto entrepreneur who pleaded guilty to violating the Bank Secrecy Act in 2022 and was sentenced to six months of home detention. Last month, Mr. Trump granted Mr. Hayes a pardon. (A spokesman who represents both Ethena and Mr. Hayes declined to comment.)

Another World Liberty partner is Ondo Finance, a New York-based startup backed by Founders Fund, the conservative billionaire Peter Thiel's venture capital firm.

World Liberty made its first purchase of Ondo's coins in December, buying more than 130,000 of them. The transaction at least briefly helped drive up the price of Ondo's coin, drawing headlines in crypto news sites celebrating World Liberty's bet.

In January, Ondo donated $1 million to Mr. Trump's inauguration, securing an invite to a candlelight dinner at the National Building Museum in Washington, where the guest list included several of Mr. Trump's cabinet nominees. Ondo also helped sponsor an inauguration event called the Crypto Ball. Soon after, Donald Trump Jr. and World Liberty's management team were headliners at a conference Ondo organized in New York.

"This is a moment we weren't sure was gonna happen," Ian De Bode, Ondo's chief strategy officer, said from the stage. "But sometimes the stars align."

'Thank Me Later'

 Illustration by Ricardo Tomas; Photograph by Keystone Pictures USA, via Alamy


In February, Eric Trump passed along some investment advice to his followers on Elon Musk's social media platform, X: "In my opinion, it's a great time to add $ETH."

It was the ticker symbol for a digital coin called Ether. "You can thank me later," he added, before deleting that line.

His advice proved prescient.

The next month, his father announced the creation of a "U.S. Crypto Reserve" -- a Fort Knox-like repository of cryptocurrencies intended to help bolster the industry.



Ether

Ether is the second-most valuable cryptocurrency behind Bitcoin, worth about $1,800 at current prices. Many of the most influential crypto companies use the coin to conduct transactions and build financial applications.



Mr. Trump's announcement included a list of digital currencies to go into the stockpile. Along with Bitcoin, he included Ether, saying it would be "at the heart of the Reserve."

Ether's price surged more than 13 percent.

The spike had an immediate beneficiary: World Liberty. Over the previous few months, the company had bought $240 million worth of Ether, according to Arkham, a crypto data firm.

The day the president announced the crypto reserve, the value of World Liberty's Ether stash rose by $33 million, assuming it had not sold any of its holdings. That gain was later lost as Ether declined in value. 

That same pattern -- Mr. Trump making policy pronouncements or posting messages that intersected with World Liberty's business interests -- occurred again in March.

In a video feed at a crypto conference in New York, Mr. Trump called on Congress to pass legislation governing stablecoins, a type of crypto designed to maintain a value of $1.



Stablecoin

Stablecoins are a type of cryptocurrency that maintain a constant price of $1. They differ from traditional digital currencies like Bitcoin, which constantly fluctuate in price, making them easier to use for certain types of transactions. Companies that issue stablecoins operate similarly to banks: The issuers make money by taking deposits from investors, giving them coins in return and then investing those deposits to generate a yield that the companies keep.



Both the Senate and the House have introduced bills that would make it easier for firms issuing stablecoins to operate in the United States. In his remarks last month, Mr. Trump said that the rise of stablecoins would "expand the dominance of the U.S. dollar."

A week later, World Liberty announced it was releasing its own stablecoin, USD1. "The future is here, and it is so bright!" Zach Witkoff wrote on X.

President Trump hosted the first digital assets summit at the White House last month. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Jordi Alexander, a crypto executive who helped World Liberty with its plans to launch its stablecoin, said in an interview that the company had already secured commitments of at least $1 billion from investors to buy the stablecoin once it hits the market. On Tuesday, Zach Witkoff confirmed that World Liberty had reached that mark.

The new venture will only compound World Liberty's ethical conflicts. The company plans to offer USD1 on a platform developed by Binance, a giant exchange that settled criminal charges with the Justice Department in 2023. This week, Mr. Witkoff, Mr. Herro and Mr. Folkman met with Changpeng Zhao, Binance's founder and former chief executive, in Abu Dhabi.

Mr. Zhao, who served four months in federal prison for money-laundering violations, has been seeking a pardon from the Trump administration, according to people familiar with the matter, who requested anonymity to discuss a sensitive topic. The pardon effort was first reported by The Wall Street Journal.

The overlap between Mr. Trump's policy pronouncements and his business interests have alarmed congressional Democrats, who moved recently to amend the pending stablecoin legislation to bar the Trump family from issuing one.

The amendment failed, and none of the concerns about World Liberty have disrupted its momentum.

Last month, Mr. Witkoff was among a group of executives invited to the White House for a first-of-its-kind industry summit.

After the meeting, Mr. Witkoff posted a photograph on social media of him smiling outside the White House next to Mr. Herro and Mr. Folkman.

"Thank you Mr. President," Mr. Witkoff wrote.

Susan C. Beachy contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/29/us/politics/trump-crypto-world-liberty-financial.html
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At Vietnam War Memorial, Grief, Anger and a Sense of Finally Moving On

Visitors to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the anniversary of the fall of Saigon said they still felt sadness and fury. And some, at last, had a sense of closure.

A National Park Service volunteer, Sam Calabrese, helps a visitor trace a name at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Wednesday, the 50th anniversary of the fall of Saigon. Allison Robbert for The New York Times



By Christopher Maag
Christopher Maag reported from the National Mall in Washington.


Apr 30, 2025 at 11:37 PM

They began to arrive when the late-morning sun had risen above the trees, just as the black paving stones at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial had started to get hot. They were teenagers on school trips, and tourists out for a stroll, and veterans of several American wars dressed in matching red T-shirts and red vests to identify them as members of a tour group from California.

As the path grew crowded with hundreds of people, Dan Creed positioned himself at the center of the memorial, a pair of black granite walls inscribed with the names of the dead, across from the Lincoln Memorial in Washington. He is a volunteer with the National Park Service. He is also a veteran of the Vietnam War. His infantry unit in the 101st Airborne lost no soldiers to injury or death during his time as the unit's leader, a notable achievement in a war that killed 58,220 American soldiers and left many thousands more injured and disabled.

After the war, Mr. Creed got married, had six children and built a successful career as a military contractor. On Wednesday, the 50th anniversary of the war's end, Mr. Creed found that his thoughts about the war -- especially the primary place it once held in his mind -- had changed.

"I always thought that was my proudest thing, that nobody got wounded or killed" under his command, said Mr. Creed, 76, who lives in Fairfax, Va. Then his children became happy and successful adults. "And that's the thing I'm proudest of now," he said.

For decades, the conflict in Vietnam lay at the heart of America's discussion about itself, about what it meant for the world's wealthiest nation to fight and lose a war in which the purpose was never clear, and that viscerally divided a generation. On Wednesday, 50 years after the last U.S. soldiers and embassy staff evacuated Saigon, it seemed the war's central role in American culture had faded.

Few people, it seemed, came to the memorial to mark the anniversary. Many did not even realize it was an anniversary, arriving on long-planned vacations to find a lovely day in the capital, with fresh green leaves on the trees and azaleas in full bloom. In the crowd, many came to look back on Vietnam and the loved ones they had lost through the eyes of the older people they are: still sad, less angry and happier now to talk about the grief they buried half a century ago.

"I had so much anger and frustration that for years I couldn't talk about it," said Dan Moore, 80, a Vietnam veteran who lives in McLean, Va. "A lot of the stuff that tormented me for so long, it has passed."

Dan Moore, an 80-year-old veteran of the war in Vietnam and a current volunteer with the park service. Allison Robbert for The New York Times


When Tim O'Brien wrote "The Things They Carried," the semi-autobiographical collection of linked stories based on his time as an infantry soldier in Vietnam, he created a character named "Tim O'Brien" who tussled with the same question as the real one: Should he dodge the draft, flee to Canada and live in exile, possibly forever? In the novel as in real life, Mr. O'Brien reached the same conclusion: No. He would go to Vietnam.

The book was published in 1990, to great critical acclaim. In the 35 years since, Mr. O'Brien has come to believe more strongly that he made the wrong decision.

"I shouldn't have gone," Mr. O'Brien, 78, said in an interview this week. "I knew that when I was younger. But now it's really clear."

There are more than 58,000 names on the memorial's enormous granite walls. Allison Robbert for The New York Times


Tran Van Ly never questioned his role in the war. Among the T-shirts, gym shorts and sleeveless leather jackets worn by tourists and veterans to the Vietnam memorial on Wednesday, Mr. Ly stood out for his formal dress: a tan military uniform, bedecked with bronze medals and red epaulets and topped by a black beret cocked to the right.

Little has changed for Mr. Ly, a former officer in the South Vietnamese Army who lives in Virginia. He still hates communism, he said. He has never returned to Vietnam after escaping the country in a small boat in 1991, and he never will.

Recently his feelings have softened, however, if only a little. His family members back home are enjoying more prosperity, he said, and more opportunity to speak their minds.

"I thought it would never change," he said of Vietnam's government. "Now my country, it has changed for the better. I feel more hope now."

Carolyn Watson's father was killed in Vietnam on Aug. 7, 1969. Ms. Watson was 10. Fifty-six years later, Ms. Watson visited the memorial for the first time. She pressed her fingers to her father's name, Milford Marvin Tognazzi, inscribed in stone. Her cheeks grew wet with tears. After her father died, money from the federal government helped to support her mother, who died two years ago of natural causes.

Carolyn Watson's father died in Vietnam when she was 10. She visited the memorial for the first time on Wednesday. Allison Robbert for The New York Times


Ms. Watson's sadness is an old sadness. Her gratitude is new.

"The sad side is I lost my daddy," said Ms. Watson, who lives in Creston, Calif. "If there's any good in it, it's that my mom was taken care of her whole life."

The first group of high school students left. Another arrived. In front of the walls of names, the stone path grew crowded. Standing in the crowd, Mr. Moore knew the exact location of at least one name, Kenneth E. Stetson.

In the middle of January 1968, Lieutenant Moore relinquished command of his artillery unit to Lance Corporal Stetson, his friend and assistant, and was assigned as an artillery liaison officer with the Second Battalion, Fifth Marines. Two weeks later, North Vietnamese forces began the Tet offensive, a surprise attack that marked a major escalation in the war.

Mr. Moore remembers the date he next saw his assistant: Feb. 17, 1968. He noticed an injured soldier lying in front of a bombed-out building in the city of Hue. He walked over and recognized the wounded man as his friend. He had been shot in the upper abdomen.

"Stetson, what happened?" Mr. Moore said.

"Lieutenant, I've been shot," Mr. Stetson replied. He was evacuated to a hospital, where he died.

Mr. Moore continued fighting. After the military, he became an intelligence officer with the C.I.A. For decades, he focused on the work. He tried to read books about Vietnam, and to write a memoir. He failed. He found himself incapable of even thinking about the war.

"I was angry about how futile the whole thing was," Mr. Moore said, "and how so many people I knew died there."

After he retired, during the Covid pandemic, Mr. Moore sat down again to write. He addressed his final, brief interaction with Mr. Stetson. A new, happier narrative formed.

 Allison Robbert for The New York Times


"It was providence," Mr. Moore said. "God allowed me to see him before he died, and I was able to give him some comfort."

Fifty-seven years, two months and eight days later, Mr. Moore finds he no longer dwells on the chaos or the sadness or the anger or the fear.

"I'm sort of at peace," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/30/nyregion/vietnam-veterans-memorial-50-anniversary.html
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U.S. Announces Deal to Share Ukraine's Mineral Wealth

The Trump administration did not immediately provide details about the agreement, and it was not clear what it meant for the future of U.S. military support for Ukraine.

Scott Bessent, the U.S. Treasury secretary, and Yulia Svyrydenko, the Ukrainian economy minister, signing the minerals deal. U.S. Department of the Treasury



By Alan Rappeport, Michael Crowley, Andrew E. Kramer and Kim Barker
Alan Rappeport and Michael Crowley reported from Washington, and Andrew E. Kramer and Kim Barker from Kyiv.


Apr 30, 2025 at 11:23 PM

The United States will share future revenues from Ukraine's mineral reserves under a deal announced by the Trump administration on Wednesday that creates a joint investment fund between the countries.

The agreement comes after months of fraught negotiations as the United States tries to broker an end to Ukraine's three-year war with Russia. It is intended to give President Trump a personal stake in the country's fate while addressing his concerns that the United States has provided Kyiv with a blank check to try to withstand Russia's invasion.

"This agreement signals clearly to Russia that the Trump administration is committed to a peace process centered on a free, sovereign and prosperous Ukraine over the long term," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a statement. "President Trump envisioned this partnership between the American people and the Ukrainian people to show both sides' commitment to lasting peace and prosperity in Ukraine."

He added: "And to be clear, no state or person who financed or supplied the Russian war machine will be allowed to benefit from the reconstruction of Ukraine."

The Trump administration did not immediately provide details about the agreement, and it was not clear what it meant for the future of American military support for Ukraine. One person familiar with the negotiations, discussing them on the condition of anonymity, said the final deal does not include explicit guarantees of future U.S. security assistance. Another said the United States rejected that idea early in the process. Despite the fanfare, the deal will have little significance if fighting between Ukraine and Russia persists.

But Ukraine's supporters hope the agreement might lead Mr. Trump to see the country as something more than a money pit and an obstacle to improved relations with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia.

The concept of giving the United States a stake in Ukraine's minerals was first proposed to Mr. Trump by Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, during a meeting at Trump Tower last September.

While the announcement made no mention of Ukraine's minerals, a Treasury Department spokesman said that the deal did refer to the natural resources pact that had been the subject of negotiations.

The Treasury Department said that the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation would work with Ukraine to finalize the details of the agreement.

In a post on Telegram, Ukraine's prime minister, Denys Shmyhal, wrote that the two countries would have equal voting rights over the fund and that Ukraine would retain full control over its subsoil, infrastructure and natural resources. It also said that profits from the investment fund would be reinvested in Ukraine.

"Thanks to this agreement, we will be able to attract significant resources for reconstruction, start economic growth, and receive the latest technologies from partners and a strategic investor in the United States," Mr. Shmyhal said, according to a translation of his post.

In Washington, several of Ukraine's allies breathed a limited sigh of relief, calling the deal a notable improvement over earlier versions -- and a sign that Kyiv can work constructively with Mr. Trump.

"They got a much better minerals deal" than the one first proposed, said William B. Taylor, a former U.S. ambassador to Kyiv. "The Americans took a lot of the Ukrainians' suggestions."

"A good sign for cease-fire negotiations," Mr. Taylor added.

President Volodymyr Zelensky met with President Trump at the White House in February. Doug Mills/The New York Times


A former U.S. official familiar with the negotiations said that the Trump administration had rebuffed at least one Ukrainian effort to include explicit security guarantees, such as the continuation of U.S. military aid to Kyiv.

But the former official said the agreement would serve the important purpose of building good will with Mr. Trump, and giving him an economic interest in the country's survival and stability.

The deal had been delayed after an explosive meeting in the Oval Office in late February between President Trump and Mr. Zelensky. In the two months since then, the major sticking point in the negotiations centered on whether the American aid given to Ukraine since Russia launched its full-scale invasion in February 2022 would be treated as debt that Ukraine needed to repay.

Mr. Trump said that Ukraine should repay the money. Ukrainian officials said agreeing to do so would financially punish the country for generations.

Ukraine initially proposed drawing American investment into mining in Ukraine as an incentive for the United States to back any peace deal with security guarantees to prevent Russian aggression in the future.

But talks on the deal were contentious from their start in February. Besides saying that Ukraine needed to repay the United States for its help, Mr. Trump has also said that Ukraine should look to Europe, not the United States, for any security guarantees.

Earlier drafts had swiveled between what critics called a brazen extortion of Ukraine by the Trump administration and versions that included points sought by Ukraine, such as references to U.S. support for postwar security guarantees. Without them, Ukraine says, Russia could quickly violate any cease-fire or restart the war after regrouping and rearming. 

Mr. Trump and Mr. Zelensky were meant to sign a deal at the White House in February. But instead of signing it, Mr. Trump and Vice President JD Vance berated the Ukrainian leader in front of TV cameras, saying he was not grateful enough for U.S. assistance. Mr. Zelensky was asked to leave.

The Trump administration then briefly suspended the delivery of all U.S. military aid and intelligence sharing for Ukraine. Mr. Trump said Mr. Zelensky "should be more appreciative" to restart negotiations.

Mr. Zelensky came forward with an overture the next day, calling the Oval Office meeting "regrettable."

Some in and outside Ukraine have seen the deal as nothing more than the United States taking advantage of Ukraine's reliance on American weaponry and financial support to win control of valuable natural resources, without offering strong guarantees in return. American negotiators have said that U.S. investment would deter future aggression.

In a memorandum of intent to conclude the deal, signed on April 16, Ukraine and the United States outlined an agreement to form a fund for investment in postwar rebuilding.

In addition to opening opportunities for U.S. companies in mining, oil or natural gas, the fund could steer reconstruction work, expected to be a multibillion-dollar business if a cease-fire is reached, to American companies.

But Mr. Zelensky has made clear that the minerals agreement is not an end in itself. Wrapping up the deal is aimed at clearing the way to more consequential talks on U.S. military backing and on the terms of a possible cease-fire with Russia, he said.

"We see this agreement as a step toward greater security and solid security guarantees, and I truly hope it will work effectively," Mr. Zelensky said in March in a post on X.

A uranium mine in Neopalymivka, Ukraine. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


Ukrainian authorities say the country holds deposits of more than 20 critical minerals; one consulting firm valued them as being worth several trillion dollars. But they may not be easy to extract, and the Soviet-era maps outlining where the critical deposits are have never been modernized nor have they all been thoroughly vetted.

Ukraine now earns about $1 billion a year in natural resources royalties, far below the hundreds of billions of dollars Mr. Trump said he expected the United States to gain from the agreement.

The revenue-sharing deal comes at a perilous moment for Ukraine: Russian forces have seized the advantage on the battlefield, and Mr. Trump has drawn closer to Mr. Putin.

A cease-fire deal proposed by the United States -- at least the terms that have been made public -- favors Russia. It would force Kyiv to abandon its aspirations of joining NATO, would offer Ukraine only vague security guarantees and would see the United States officially recognizing Crimea as Russian. Ukraine has rejected that deal.

The Trump administration has repeatedly threatened to walk away from peace negotiations. On Sunday, Mr. Trump said he wanted a cease-fire deal in two weeks or less -- later on, he said a little more time might be acceptable.

But Mr. Trump has also insisted that the minerals deal needed to be signed. On Friday, he said Ukraine was at least three weeks late in signing the minerals agreement with the U.S. "Hopefully, it will be signed IMMEDIATELY," he wrote on Truth Social.

There was some uncertainty about the deal on Wednesday, as Ukrainian officials arrived in Washington and indicated that they were seeking some late changes.

During a cabinet meeting at the White House, Mr. Bessent expressed optimism that the agreement, which he said was reached in principle over the weekend, would soon be signed.

"The Ukrainians decided last night to make some last-minute changes," Mr. Bessent said. "We're sure that they will reconsider that and we are ready to sign this afternoon if they are."

Cassandra Vinograd, Constant Meheut and Oleksandra Mykolyshyn contributed reporting.
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Gates Foundation Is Rattled by Trump's Threat to Its Mission

As the Trump administration dismantles foreign aid, Bill Gates, whose philanthropy is devoted to global health, is trying to talk to anyone with the president's ear.




By Theodore Schleifer and Stephanie Nolen
Theodore Schleifer covers wealthy donors like Bill Gates. Stephanie Nolen, who covers global health, has reported on Gates Foundation projects around the world for more than 20 years.


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:01 AM

On Dec. 27, Bill Gates, the billionaire philanthropist, made a trip to Mar-a-Lago for dinner with Donald J. Trump. Some people around him were surprised that he had decided to go, but Mr. Gates wants to talk to whoever will listen.

The dinner lasted three hours, and Mr. Trump seemed to enjoy himself, a person close to him said. They talked about polio -- an interest of both men -- and Mr. Gates left the meeting "frankly impressed" by the incoming president's interest in global health.

Or so he told The Wall Street Journal. His comments, which he reiterated to some friends, did not age well. Less than a month after the Mar-a-Lago dinner, Mr. Trump was inaugurated and immediately went to work tearing down the global health infrastructure that undergirds the work of Mr. Gates's foundation.

Next week, the Gates Foundation, marking its 25th anniversary, plans to celebrate its achievements, including helping to cut global child mortality in half since 2000. At what should be a moment of self-congratulation, however, the foundation, which gives away $9 billion each year, is facing grave threats to both its work and its future.

Two days after Mr. Trump froze all U.S. foreign assistance, Elon Musk began to dismantle the United States Agency for International Development, which delivers aid around the world -- including vaccines, treatments and technologies created in labs bankrolled by the Gates Foundation.

At the same time, the Trump administration has been on a campaign of retribution against institutions -- universities, big law firms -- that it perceives as too liberal. Philanthropies have been on edge, assuming they will be the next target of his ire. They are concerned that the president will use his law enforcement agencies to paralyze charitable institutions through investigations. And they fear a challenge to their tax-exempt status -- a threat that Mr. Trump made explicitly against Harvard University when it refused to bend to his demands.

The Seattle headquarters of the Gates Foundation, which will celebrate its 25th anniversary next week.  Ted S. Warren/Associated Press


At the risk-averse Gates Foundation, officials have asked aides to put next to nothing in emails or other written materials, especially anything that Trump officials could take out of context. Some employees have locked down public social media accounts and shifted much of their work to Telegram or Signal, encrypted messaging apps. (Alex Reid, a spokeswoman for the foundation, said employees had always been encouraged to be careful about communications.)

The cautious partnership that Mr. Gates tried to initiate at Mar-a-Lago flamed out, but he has continued to make his case. He has met with the White House chief of staff, several cabinet secretaries, the National Security Council and members of Congress.

"It's a very wide tent of champions that we are trying to enlist," Mark Suzman, the foundation's chief executive, said in an interview.

Mr. Gates hoped to find an ally in Secretary of State Marco Rubio, a vocal champion of efforts to fight malaria and child poverty in the past. But Mr. Rubio, who oversees foreign assistance, has declined to meet or speak with Mr. Gates since the election, the foundation said. 

This article is based on interviews with two dozen friends and advisers of Mr. Gates, current and former Gates Foundation employees and their associates, and foundation grant recipients, most of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a powerful foundation.

The changes in Washington's approach have left Mr. Gates at sea, say current foundation employees and others who have talked with him. People who know him describe Mr. Gates as data-driven, sometimes to a fault, and they say he has struggled to align the apparent new rules of the game with the way he sees the world.

"In my experience, Bill is a rational thinker who wants to optimize for lives saved, so this chaotic world where people are acting off of spitefulness and vengeance is at odds with that," said Orin Levine, a former director of vaccine delivery at the foundation. "To be shellshocked and in this completely foreign environment is a double whammy."

Harsh Blows and a Muted Response

The foundation, which is based in Seattle, was started by Mr. Gates and his former wife, Melinda French Gates. They divorced in 2021, but ran the foundation together until 2024. The nation's biggest philanthropy, it has a $75 billion endowment. It employs more than 2,000 people and has offices around the developing world that can rival the power of the governments where they operate.

As big as it is, it can't operate on its own. It doesn't deliver services directly, but funds the development of strategies and technologies and then works with governments, aid agencies and the private sector to disseminate them.

The dismantling of U.S.A.I.D. was the first gut punch, but not the last. Deep cuts at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and at the National Institutes of Health followed. Both were major funders of global health. Most of the architecture of U.S.-funded global health care has been either radically diminished or destroyed.

Programs that have been Mr. Gates's priorities for decades were wiped out: vaccine research for malaria; deliveries of therapeutic food packets developed by the foundation to malnourished children; and African programs to deliver H.I.V. prevention technologies that the foundation helped invent.

One particularly harsh blow was the Trump administration's decision to end support for Gavi, an organization that helps the poorest countries buy childhood immunizations. Mr. Gates was Gavi's co-creator, and at times his foundation has been its largest funder.

Mark Suzman, the foundation's chief executive, wrote that he was "deeply disturbed" by the U.S. withdrawal from a global childhood immunization effort. Leon Neal/Getty Images


The news that the United States might withdraw from Gavi produced the foundation's most pointed response since the Trump administration began cutting foreign aid. On X, Mr. Suzman, the chief executive, said he was "deeply disturbed" by the news, "if true." The wording of that post, which went on to suggest the dire consequences of cuts, was debated intensely beforehand by advisers, according to a person who was involved.

The foundation has always been measured in its public statements, but it has labored to be as politically neutral as possible since Mr. Trump won the election, people close to it say. Some employees and allies have expressed frustration that Mr. Gates and the organization that leads much of the world's global health work have been muted in their response to what the employees see as a catastrophic level of cuts. Other than the post on X, Mr. Suzman has made a few careful statements related to Trump administration actions, such as the value of the World Health Organization and reproductive health care.

Haters in the White House

For people now in Trump's inner circle, the Gates Foundation has been a popular punching bag. When Vice President JD Vance was running for the Senate in 2021, he called the Gates Foundation, the Ford Foundation and the Harvard endowment "cancers on American society" because they received tax-exempt status to fund what he said was "radical left-wing ideology." Stephen Miller, Mr. Trump's powerful policy adviser, has attacked the foundation's focus on racial equity and funding "the most hateful, toxic and Marxist ideologies."

And then there is Mr. Musk. The richest man in the world, he once signed the Giving Pledge, a Gates-operated philanthropic commitment. Now he taunts Mr. Gates on X, and has called his climate philanthropy hypocritical because he believes Mr. Gates has shorted the stock of Tesla, the electric automaker that Mr. Musk runs. 

Elon Musk is one of several people close to President Trump who have criticized Mr. Gates and his foundation. Eric Lee/The New York Times


As head of such a large and influential foundation, Mr. Gates is greeted around the world as a head of state might be, and has held himself out as assiduously nonpolitical. That changed in 2024 when he made a $50 million donation to support Kamala Harris's presidential campaign.

After Mr. Trump was elected, Mr. Gates set out to make amends. In private conversations, according to a person who has heard him, Mr. Trump has name-checked Mr. Gates when he recalls the tech billionaires who used to despise him and now, as Mr. Trump says, want to be his friend.

Still, the administration has monitored and been briefed on the Gates Foundation's ties to a liberal donor network called Arabella Advisors, a person close to the White House said.

Mr. Suzman has told friends that he believes the Trump administration would target the foundation in various ways, primarily by stripping its tax-exempt status, two people who have spoken with him said.

The foundation's work, Mr. Suzman said in an interview, is nonpartisan. "What we work on -- saving kids from preventable deaths, trying to halt infectious diseases, providing opportunities for the poorest and most vulnerable -- is the absolute core of what charitable status exists to provide for," he said.

Federal law bars the president from using the Internal Revenue Service to punish his enemies, but outside conservative groups are testing the waters. Edward Blum, who has made a career of challenging affirmative action, filed a complaint with the I.R.S. against the Gates Foundation. He claimed that a fellowship program for students of color amounted to "invidious racial discrimination" that made the foundation "ineligible for tax-exempt status."

In fact, the foundation had changed the fellowship admissions policy months earlier, Ms. Reid, the spokeswoman, said.

But the foundation did not make the change public until it was asked for comment on an opinion piece by Mr. Blum that The Wall Street Journal had published. The way it came out looked like caving, and was portrayed that way in right-wing media.

Philanthropy leaders are also nervous about an executive order in January that directed the attorney general to identify institutions, including "foundations with assets of $500 million or more" that could be investigated for their diversity, equity and inclusion programs.

The Gates Foundation, like other corporations and institutions, has taken steps to de-emphasize its D.E.I. work. It laid off several members of its diversity team and retired the title of chief diversity, equity and inclusion officer. In a public appearance in February, Mr. Gates said D.E.I. initiatives had sometimes "gone too far."

A Failure of Imagination

The Gates Foundation is now the World Health Organization's largest funder. Ali Haider/EPA, via Shutterstock


The potential consequences of a significant disruption of the foundation's work are immense -- with the United States withdrawing from the World Health Organization, for example, the foundation is now the body's largest funder. Hundreds of scientists, aid groups and government ministers have turned to the foundation with panicked requests for help to preserve research and programs since the disruptions began in January. It is increasingly viewed as the last actor with both the resources and commitment to help.

Mr. Suzman said the foundation's priority advocacy effort was preservation of U.S. funding for Gavi and for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, a major organization funded by governments, philanthropies and the private sector. He also said the foundation had committed an initial $30 million for countries in Africa and Asia for efforts to assess the holes left by the U.S.A.I.D. cuts and to plan to restructure essential services.

But Mr. Suzman acknowledged that the foundation would have to adapt, now that the world's largest aid agency had been gutted and other high-income nations were also reducing aid.

In planning sessions around the election, foundation leaders tossed out various ways that Mr. Trump could change global aid. When the idea of a gutted U.S.A.I.D. was suggested, it was dismissed as too sensational, two people with knowledge of those sessions said. Instead, the foundation's planning focused on a U.S. withdrawal from the W.H.O. and a slashing of support for contraception and other reproductive health care.

Mr. Suzman said the foundation had tried to anticipate what the new government might bring, but did not foresee the scale of the change. A senior strategist for the foundation confessed to a former colleague that they had a failure of imagination.

At a TED conference this month in Vancouver, British Columbia, Mr. Gates's foundation passed out lapel buttons emblazoned with a buzzword of his philanthropy. But it is one that feels discordant with the landscape the foundation faces: "Optimistic."
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Israel Strikes in Syria, Intervening in Sectarian Violence

Israel launched airstrikes on Syria amid a spreading wave of sectarian violence in areas dominated by the Druse minority. Dozens of people have been killed in two days of clashes.

A funeral for members of a Druse militia who were killed fighting in Jaramana, a city on the outskirts of Damascus, on Wednesday. Nanna Heitmann for The New York Times
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Apr 30, 2025 at 12:31 PM

Israel launched airstrikes on Syria on Wednesday and threatened to strike government forces there if clashes persisted between pro-government fighters and militiamen from the Druse minority.

Wading into the latest eruption of sectarian violence in the country, the Israeli military said its aircraft had struck a group of "operatives" accused of having "attacked Druse civilians" in spreading violence around the outskirts of the capital, Damascus. The Syrian governor of the area, Amr al-Sheikh, said in a news conference on Wednesday night that the airstrike had killed one member of the Syrian government's general security forces and one civilian.

The Israeli military did not identify the "operatives," but forces aligned with the Islamist government have been locked in fierce clashes in the area with Druse militiamen for two days. Earlier, the Israeli government said its forces had targeted members of an unidentified "extremist group" south of Damascus.

Israel is home to a substantial Druse community, many of whom see themselves as loyal citizens and serve in the military.

At least 39 people -- including 22 on Wednesday -- have been killed in two days of clashes between Syrians on the outskirts of Damascus, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a war-monitoring group based in Britain.

The Israeli airstrikes on Wednesday came after violent clashes broke out around the town of Ashrafieh Sahnaya, a largely Druse area south of Damascus.

The attacks on areas around Damascus with large Druse populations began overnight Monday into Tuesday after an audio clip circulated on social media purporting to be a Druse cleric insulting the Prophet Muhammad. The cleric denied the accusation, and Syria's Interior Ministry said that its initial findings showed that he was not the person in the clip.

The violence is stoking fears among Syria's diverse ethnic and religious minorities who have grown increasingly worried about persecution under the rule of Syria's new Islamist leaders, who overthrew the dictator Bashar al-Assad in December.

The latest wave of sectarian violence began in the predominantly Druse city of Jaramana. By the end of Tuesday, 17 people had been killed.

The unrest spread into Wednesday to Ashrafieh Sahnaya, where Druse militia fighters battled "forces affiliated to the ministries of defense and interior and other proxy forces" of the government, according to the war monitoring group.

Mr. al-Sheikh, the area's governor, said in the news conference that members of "outlaw groups" had attacked checkpoints staffed by government security forces in Jaramana on Tuesday and in Ashrafieh Sahnaya on Wednesday, prompting the government to cordon off both cities to protect them.

He said that 14 were killed in total on both sides Monday. Clashes then erupted twice in Ashrafieh Sahnaya on Wednesday between government forces and the outlaws, he said, killing 11 government forces.

Mr. al-Sheikh did not identify the "outlaw groups." But in an apparent reference to Druse militias who appear linked to Wednesday's clashes, he repeated three times that "weapons should be in the state's hands."

Syria's new leaders have struggled to integrate the complex web of armed groups operating across the country into the new state apparatus. Several of the strongest Druse militias are in talks with the government about their conditions for integrating into the army.

Abu Hassan, a Druse militia commander in the southern Syrian city of Sweida who goes by a nom de guerre, painted a more sinister picture of the government forces Mr. al-Sheikh had said had been involved, saying foreign fighters and other extremist militants nominally affiliated with the government had been involved in the attacks on Druse areas. Abu Hassan also suggested that the audio clip had been a faked pretext for the violence, saying this was really about settling old scores in the aftermath of Syria's nearly 14-year civil war.

The state news agency, SANA, said armed gunmen -- an apparent reference to the Druse fighters -- had attacked checkpoints and vehicles overnight on Wednesday belonging to government forces in Ashrafieh Sahnaya.

An Interior Ministry official called the gunmen who attacked government forces "criminals" and vowed that the government would strike back "with an iron fist," according to SANA.

Israel's first airstrike on Wednesday was described as a warning against "an extremist group" said to be preparing to attack Druse, according to a joint statement by the Israeli prime minister's office and the defense minister.

Israel has offered to protect the Druse in Syria should they come under attack amid the tumultuous transition of power in the country. Many Syrian Druse have rejected that offer, however, denouncing what they consider potentially destructive foreign meddling.

Syria is a predominantly Sunni Muslim nation, while the Druse are a religious group that practices a secretive religion rooted in Islam.

The rebels who ousted Mr. al-Assad were led by a Sunni Islamist group once linked to Al Qaeda. They now run the government and the national military.

Since Mr. al-Assad was ousted, Israel has carried out numerous incursions in Syria, raiding villages, launching hundreds of airstrikes and destroying military outposts. Israel says that it wants to prevent weapons from falling into the hands of hostile groups and that it does not want enemy forces to entrench themselves close to its borders.

Sectarian violence has hit Syria several times since the ouster of Mr. al-Assad, stoking fears among many minority groups that the country's new leaders will marginalize or target them.

Last month, a wave of sectarian killings spread across Syria's coastal region, home of the country's Alawites, the minority group that the Assad family belongs to.
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Columbia Student Who Was Arrested at Citizenship Interview Is Freed

Mohsen Mahdawi had been an organizer of pro-Palestinian protests at the university. The Trump administration is trying to deport him for it.

Video: Freed Columbia Student to Trump: 'I Am Not Afraid of You'

Mohsen Mahdawi, an organizer of the pro-Palestinian movement at Columbia University, was freed from federal custody on Wednesday as immigration officials seek to rescind his green card.


By Ana Ley



Apr 30, 2025 at 04:31 PM

Mohsen Mahdawi, an organizer of the pro-Palestinian movement at Columbia University, was freed from federal custody on Wednesday, more than two weeks after immigration officials detained him and sought to rescind his green card as part of a widening crackdown against student protesters.

In releasing Mr. Mahdawi on bail, Judge Geoffrey W. Crawford of Federal District Court in Vermont drew parallels between the current political climate and McCarthyism.

"This is not the first time that the nation has seen chilling action by the government intended to shut down debate," Judge Crawford said.

The release of Mr. Mahdawi, a permanent legal resident, is a defeat for the Trump administration, though it does not mean the end of the federal government's action against him. His immigration case will continue, but he will be able to fight it from outside a detention facility.

Mr. Mahdawi struck a defiant tone after his release.

"I am saying it clear and loud, to President Trump and his cabinet: I am not afraid of you," he said.

The secretary of state, Marco Rubio, has argued that protesters like Mr. Mahdawi have spread antisemitism, while demonstrators say criticism of Israel's actions in Gaza is not antisemitic.

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Department of Homeland Security, denounced Judge Crawford's decision in a post on social media.

"When you advocate for violence, glorify and support terrorists that relish the killing of Americans and harass Jews, that privilege should be revoked and you should not be in this country," Ms. McLaughlin said, without offering any evidence to support her accusations.

Mr. Mahdawi, 34, had been in custody since April 14, when immigration officials detained him at an appointment in Vermont, where he is a resident, that he thought was a step toward becoming a U.S. citizen.

In granting the release of Mr. Mahdawi, Judge Crawford cited his extensive ties to his community and said he did not pose a danger to the public. He noted that the court had received more than 90 submissions from community members, academic experts and professors who know Mr. Mahdawi, "many of them Jewish," attesting to his character and consistently describing him as "peaceful."

The judge also spoke of the "extraordinary circumstances" of Mr. Mahdawi's detention and the present moment in history.

Michael Drescher, the acting U.S. attorney in Vermont, who argued on behalf of the Trump administration, said that immigration officials had solid legal reason to detain Mr. Mahdawi as they considered his deportation case.

Mr. Drescher noted that Mr. Mahdawi is not a U.S. citizen and has access to resources that would enable him to leave the country. "His detention is not illegal," Mr. Drescher said.

Judge Crawford's Burlington courtroom was packed on Wednesday with supporters of Mr. Mahdawi, who remained hushed as the judge issued his order. A few began clapping as Mr. Mahdawi was allowed to collect his belongings and leave immediately.

Dressed in a plaid suit and wearing gold wire-rimmed glasses, Mr. Mahdawi draped a kaffiyeh around his shoulders. As he walked out of the courthouse to a jubilant reception, he raised his hands in the peace sign.

"They arrested me. What's the reason? Because I raised my voice, and I said no to war, yes to peace," Mr. Mahdawi said. "Because I said, 'Enough is enough. Killing more than 50,000 Palestinians is more than enough.'"

A green card holder for the past 10 years, Mr. Mahdawi was not accused of a crime. Rather, Mr. Rubio wrote in a memo justifying his arrest that his activism "could undermine the Middle East peace process by reinforcing antisemitic sentiment."

Mr. Rubio has said that immigration authorities have the right to eject even legal residents from the country for protest activities that the government says harm America's foreign policy interests.

Mr. Mahdawi's lawyers had requested a temporary restraining order to prevent federal officials from transferring him to a more conservative jurisdiction.

That tactic was used in the detention and attempted deportation of at least four other college demonstrators, including Mahmoud Khalil, a legal permanent resident and Columbia graduate who has been in a Louisiana detention facility since last month.

Another federal judge in Vermont, William K. Sessions III, swiftly granted that request, ordering that Mr. Mahdawi, who grew up in a Palestinian refugee camp in the West Bank, not be removed from the United States or transferred out of Vermont until he ordered otherwise.

Judge Crawford then extended the decision to keep Mr. Mahdawi in the state until Wednesday's ruling.

Shortly after Mr. Mahdawi's release, his lawyers said that he would be allowed to finish his academic program at Columbia.

"Today's victory cannot be overstated. It is a victory for Mohsen who gets to walk free today out of this court," said one of the lawyers, Shezza Abboushi Dallal.

"And it is also a victory for everyone else in this country invested in the very ability to dissent, who want to be able to speak out for the causes that they feel a moral imperative to lend their voices to and want to do that without fear that they will be abducted by masked men."

Even though Mr. Mahdawi is still at risk of deportation, his release from detention will give him a much stronger chance to challenge the government's allegations, said Joshua Bardavid, an immigration lawyer in New York.

"It is so much more difficult to fight a case from detention, first and foremost, because the government gets to choose the venue," Mr. Bardavid said. "Generally speaking, a case is heard where you are detained, and certain courts are known for being much more government-friendly than other locations."

Because Mr. Mahdawi was released in Vermont, his case is likely to be heard in the Northeast, Mr. Bardavid said.

The Trump administration had sought to deport Mr. Mahdawi using the same legal provision that it used to detain Mr. Khalil in Manhattan before transferring him to Louisiana.

The government has contended that his presence is a threat to the foreign policy and national security interests of the United States. Federal officials have argued that pro-Palestinian demonstrators have enabled the spread of antisemitism, but they have not provided evidence of that.

Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, said the administration regards studying in the United States as "a great privilege, not a right," and that any noncitizen who harms national security or commits a crime "should be promptly deported."

In April, an immigration judge in Louisiana found that federal officials could deport Mr. Khalil, and the Department of Homeland Security later denied him permission to attend the birth of his first child, who was delivered at a New York hospital.

In recent weeks, Mr. Mahdawi had been in hiding, worried about being arrested by immigration police after Mr. Khalil was detained at campus housing at Columbia. He asked the university for help but did not receive it. An extreme pro-Israel group, Betar, had warned on social media that he was next to be detained.

But he was determined to appear for an interview he had been told was related to his naturalization, even though he feared it was a trap. He alerted Vermont's senators and representative in case things went wrong, and before the appointment, he studied the Constitution, preparing for a naturalization test.

Instead, immigration officers, some with their faces covered, placed Mr. Mahdawi in handcuffs and arrested him, according to a statement released by Vermont's congressional delegation, Senators Peter Welch and Representative Becca Balint, both Democrats, and Senator Bernie Sanders, an independent.

On Wednesday, the lawmakers expressed relief that Mr. Mahdawi had been freed from detention and said that his constitutional right to due process had prevailed. They said that he had done nothing wrong and had been unfairly targeted by the federal government.

"The Trump administration's actions in this case -- and in so many other cases of wrongfully detained, deported, and disappeared people -- are shameful and immoral," they said in a statement. On Columbia's campus, the news of Mr. Mahdawi's release from federal custody was hailed as an important first step.

Gabriella Ramirez, a second-year graduate student and member of the University Senate who knows Mr. Mahdawi, said she was "very encouraged to see the justice system at work with Mohsen's release from unlawful detention."

She added: "I remain hopeful that we will see a similar outcome for my classmate Mahmoud Khalil."

Anvee Bhutani and Carolyn Shapiro contributed reporting.
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El Salvador Is Said to Have Spurned U.S. Request for Return of Deported Migrant

It remained unclear whether the diplomatic effort was a genuine bid by the White House to address the plight of the immigrant, Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia.

President Nayib Bukele of El Salvador has refused to release a Salvadoran immigrant who the Justice Department has said was wrongly deported. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Michael S. Schmidt, Alan Feuer, Zolan Kanno-Youngs, Maggie Haberman and Maria Abi-Habib



Apr 30, 2025 at 04:43 PM

The Trump administration recently sent a diplomatic note to officials in El Salvador to inquire about releasing a Salvadoran immigrant whom government officials have been ordered by the Supreme Court to help free, according to three people with knowledge of the matter.

But the authoritarian government of Nayib Bukele, the leader of El Salvador, said no, two of the people said. The Bukele administration claimed the man should stay in El Salvador because he was a Salvadoran citizen, according to one of those people.

It remained unclear whether the diplomatic effort was a genuine bid by the White House to address the plight of the immigrant, Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia, whom administration officials have repeatedly acknowledged was improperly expelled to El Salvador last month in violation of a court order expressly prohibiting him from being sent there.

Some legal experts suggested that the sequence of events could have been an attempt at window dressing by officials seeking to give the appearance of being in compliance with the recent Supreme Court ruling ordering the White House to "facilitate" Mr. Abrego Garcia's release.

The disclosure about the note adds to the confusion about the Trump administration's efforts to free Mr. Abrego Garcia and whether it is seeking to comply with court orders. Even as the administration appeared to be moving privately to work toward Mr. Abrego Garcia's release, it has publicly expressed unwillingness to bring him back to the United States.

The revelation came just hours after the president, reversing course on his administration's previous statements, said in an interview with ABC News that he had the ability to bring Mr. Abrego Garcia back. The president added that he did not believe Mr. Abrego Garcia was a good person and that his administration's lawyers would decide. The Justice Department is also facing a court-ordered deadline of early next week to provide information about what it has done to seek his freedom.

The White House declined to comment on the diplomatic note. A spokeswoman for the State Department did not respond to a request for comment. A spokeswoman for Mr. Bukele did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio declined on Wednesday to say whether the State Department had been in touch with El Salvador about the release and return of Mr. Abrego Garcia.

"I would never tell you that," Mr. Rubio said during a question-and-answer portion of a cabinet meeting with Mr. Trump. "And you know who else I would never tell? A judge. Because the conduct of our foreign policy belongs to the president of the United States and the executive branch. Not some judge."

In a statement, the White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, said, "In the Oval Office, President Bukele made it very clear he will not be smuggling Abrego Garcia, who is a designated foreign terrorist, MS-13 gang member and El Salvadoran national, back into the United States."

Judge Paula Xinis, who is overseeing Mr. Abrego Garcia's case in Federal District Court in Maryland, has opened a searching inquiry in the case. She is looking into whether Trump officials acted in bad faith by ignoring both her instructions and the Supreme Court's to work toward freeing Mr. Abrego Garcia and obtaining for him the sort of due process he would have been afforded if he had not been wrongfully sent to El Salvador on March 15.

Judge Xinis, after putting that investigation on an extraordinary two-week fast track, abruptly placed it on hold last week after the Trump administration asked for a delay after revealing that the State Department had "engaged in appropriate diplomatic discussions with El Salvador regarding Abrego Garcia."

On Tuesday, the Justice Department asked for an additional delay, but Judge Xinis rejected the request after a sealed court proceeding on Wednesday.

That left the administration still facing a deadline of Monday to give Mr. Abrego Garcia's lawyers detailed information about who authorized his detention in El Salvador and what steps the White House has taken, and intends to take, on seeking his release. The lawyers will also take depositions no later than May 9 of four Trump aides, including Michael G. Kozak, a State Department official.

Stephen Miller, the architect of Mr. Trump's domestic agenda, and Attorney General Pam Bondi had said that because Mr. Abrego Garcia was in a Salvadoran prison, the responsibility of his release falls solely on Mr. Bukele. The Justice Department has argued it would be complying with the Supreme Court's order to facilitate Mr. Abrego Garcia's return by simply letting him into the United States if he were ever to make it to a port of entry.

Sitting alongside Mr. Trump in the Oval Office this month, Mr. Bukele said he would not release Mr. Abrego Garcia, arguing that it would be akin to releasing a terrorist.

But in his interview with ABC News on Tuesday, Mr. Trump acknowledged that he did have power to bring Mr. Abrego Garcia back. He said his administration, specifically his government lawyers, simply did not want to.

"I'm not the one making this decision," Mr. Trump said in the interview. "We have lawyers that don't want to do this."

Stephen I. Vladeck, a professor at the Georgetown University Law Center, said that the Supreme Court had given Mr. Trump "a graceful way" out of the legal morass involving Mr. Abrego Garcia by ordering him merely to take steps to seek the migrant's release from foreign custody. The diplomatic note might have satisfied the Supreme Court's demands, albeit in an extremely narrow way, he added.

"But as usual the president is his own worst enemy in court," Mr. Vladeck said. "When you have the president publicly saying there are things he can do but is choosing not to do, I think any federal judge or Supreme Court justice worth their salt may eventually order him to do those things. I think if the president had just kept his mouth shut, the government's case would have been a lot stronger."

Mr. Abrego Garcia entered the United States illegally in 2012 and was arrested in 2019 while looking for casual work outside a Home Depot in suburban Maryland. The administration's own career officials have acknowledged in court filings that including him in a series of deportations to El Salvador last month was an "administrative error."

In October 2019, an immigration judge ruled that Mr. Abrego Garcia could not be deported back to El Salvador because he could face violence or persecution from a gang, Barrio 18. He was allowed to stay in the United States and issued a work permit.

But Mr. Trump and his advisers have in recent weeks said they were right to deport him to El Salvador. While they have faced pressure from the courts to return Mr. Abrego Garcia, the administration has sought to win the battle of public opinion by posting photos on social media of Mr. Abrego Garcia's tattoos -- including a doctored label that the symbols on his hand were related to the gang MS-13.

The tattoos themselves appear to be real, but some gang experts have questioned whether they are truly MS-13 symbols, or whether tattoos in general are reliable evidence for identifying members of gangs.
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Could the Next Pope Be From Africa?

Nowhere in the world is the Roman Catholic Church growing faster than in Africa, a continent Francis showered with attention.

Sunday service at a Roman Catholic church in Juba, South Sudan, last year. About a fifth of Africa's population, roughly 280 million people, are Catholic. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times



By Elian Peltier
Reporting from Dakar, Senegal


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

When Pope Francis presided over a Mass that incorporated elements of Congolese tradition in St. Peter's Basilica in 2019, it was seen as a sign of his enduring commitment to Roman Catholics across Africa.

When he visited African migrants in southern Italy and later kissed the feet of South Sudan's two competing warlords, his actions drew more attention to his focus on a continent where the number of Catholics is growing faster than anywhere else in the world.

"Being from Latin America, he felt for our predicaments as a third-world continent struggling in a world controlled from far away," said Cardinal John Onaiyekan, the former archbishop of Abuja, Nigeria, who voted in the 2013 conclave that elected Francis.

As Cardinal Onaiyekan and his peers prepare to meet in the Sistine Chapel next week to elect the new pope after Francis' death, the question of how Africa's rising Catholic population might shape the next papacy and the church's future has become more timely than ever.

About a fifth of Africa's population, roughly 280 million people, are Catholic. Nearly a fifth of all Catholics are Africans, and that balance is changing: According to the Vatican, more than half of the 13 million people who joined the church in 2022 were in Africa.

Mourning Pope Francis in Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, last week. Francis visited the country in 2023. Guerchom Ndebo for The New York Times


Africa produces the highest number of seminarians in the world. Of the 135 cardinals who will name the next pope, 18 are from Africa.

Francis' legacy in Africa is mixed, with some crediting him for adapting church teachings to African customs and others saying his messages at times felt out of touch with the diverse and strongly held beliefs that animate many African societies.

On same-sex marriage and divorce, Francis' blessing of same-sex couples faced a strong rebuke from African bishops and many Catholics in countries where homosexuality remains criminalized, stigmatized or taboo. The resistance from African bishops highlighted their growing influence within the church, observers say.

"Pope Francis had a certain solidarity with Africa, and I think his teachings on social issues were appreciated," said Father Giulio Albanese, an Italian missionary who worked in Uganda in the 1980s and accompanied Francis on two trips to Africa. "But sometimes the openness of the people is not accepted by the bishops."

Francis visited 10 African countries over five trips throughout his 12-year papacy, while his predecessor visited the continent twice.

Among Francis' potential successors from Africa is Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo, the 65-year-old archbishop of Kinshasa, whom Francis made a cardinal in 2019, who was a member of his Council of Cardinals and who led the opposition to the Vatican's declaration allowing the church to bless homosexual couples.

That opposition essentially forced Francis to let African bishops ignore the policy.

Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo saying Mass last week in commemoration of Pope Francis at Notre Dame du Congo Cathedral in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo. Hardy Bope/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Other African contenders include Cardinal Peter Turkson of Ghana, who was a candidate in the 2013 conclave and holds views similar to Francis' on climate change, social justice and homosexuality.

On the other end of the spectrum is Cardinal Robert Sarah of Guinea, who was a leading opponent of Francis and his attempts to modernize the church.

The election of an African pope would most likely usher in an era of conservatism, in line with the traditional views of many African Catholics. 

On many topics, however, African Catholics said Francis had preached values close to their hearts, including a more respectful relationship to nature, interreligious dialogue with Islam and the importance of incorporating local traditions into one's faith.

Even on homosexuality, many said Francis' approach was one of subtlety that resonated in Africa and made the church's doctrine more appealing on a continent with the world's highest share of young people.

"Pope Francis' stance on homosexuals was one of both reaffirming traditional Catholic teaching while also advocating for greater inclusivity and respect," said Brian Mboh, 28, who is Catholic and a communications professional from Cameroon, where homosexuality is criminalized.

Cardinal Peter Turkson of Ghana, second from right, during a Mass at St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican in 2013. He is considered a contender to succeed Francis. Stefano Rellandini/Reuters


During a private audience with the pope in 2023, Sheila Leocadia Pires, a communications officer for the Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference, said she raised the issue of single mothers' being deprived of the Eucharist in Africa. "All are welcome," was his answer, said Ms. Pires.

For all of Francis' attention to Africa, Catholics there noted that his influence and calls for peace yielded few results.

The war in the Democratic Republic of Congo entered a new deadly phase this year. African migrants still face deadly obstacles in the perilous journey to Europe. The two competing leaders of South Sudan are threatening a new war.

"They forgot how he knelt down and kissed their feet since they're at each other's throats again," said Cardinal Onaiyekan.

Others said the care and attention Francis gave to Africa would be what they remembered about him most.

"Our country was at war but he still came here to share our suffering," said Eugenie Ndumba, a parish lecturer in Congo, which Francis visited in 2023.

"He knew where his children were, and he made sure he went toward them."

A picture of Pope Francis hanging on a church in the parish of St. Esprit in Goma last week. Guerchom Ndebo for The New York Times


Reporting was contributed by Neil MacFarquhar from Rome; Jack Buunda from Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo; Eugene Ndi Ndi from Yaounde, Cameroon; Zimasa Matiwane from Johannesburg; and Pius Adeleye from Eket, Nigeria.
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U.S. Economy Shrank in First Quarter, in Reading Clouded by Messy Trade Data

Underlying economic growth remained solid in early 2025, but tariffs and uncertainty are expected to cause a further slowdown.

President Trump's trade policies are expected to cause higher inflation and slower economic growth, as tariffs lead to increased prices for businesses and consumers. Mark Abramson for The New York Times



By Ben Casselman



Apr 30, 2025 at 01:41 PM

The chaotic start to President Trump's second term roiled the economy at the beginning of the year, as consumers and businesses scrambled to react to a constant stream of tariff announcements and policy shifts.

The policies, and the uncertainty they created, were enough to push economic growth into reverse in the first quarter. U.S. gross domestic product, adjusted for inflation, declined at an 0.3 percent annual rate in the first three months of the year, the Commerce Department said Wednesday, a stunning reversal from the strong growth at the end of last year.

The first-quarter decline was largely a result of quirks in the way economic activity is measured. More reliable data on consumer spending and business investment suggested that growth slowed in the first quarter but didn't contract.

But while the negative number was misleading, it reflected something real about the way Mr. Trump has upended the economy in his first months in office. Consumers raced to buy cars and other goods before tariffs took effect. Businesses did the same with equipment, parts and raw materials, laying in stores for the trade war to come.

Moreover, the first-quarter figures were a glimpse at the past, before Mr. Trump announced even more sweeping tariffs in early April. That announcement, and the series of escalations and reversals that followed, caused chaos in financial markets and set off a full-blown trade war with China.



Stocks fell on Wednesday morning, as Wall Street remained fixated on the effects of Mr. Trump's trade policies. The S&P 500 fell about 2 percent in early trading.

Mr. Trump, in a social media post on Wednesday, asked supporters to "be patient" and blamed his predecessor for handing him a bad economy, despite data showing that growth was strong when he took office.

Peter Navarro, an adviser to Mr. Trump and an architect of the administration's trade policy, told reporters that the G.D.P. figures "really should be very positive news for America."

Few economists agree. While the first-quarter figures showed basically solid growth beneath the tariff-induced noise, forecasters widely expect spending and investment to slow in the months ahead, as tariffs drive up prices and uncertainty keeps businesses on hold.

"All of this is going to change," said Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist for Nationwide, the insurer. "Once everything kicks in, we'll have a slower economy, the labor market slowing. Hiring has already stalled, and we expect the unemployment rate to start to rise."

Wednesday's data did bring some good news on inflation, which cooled in March. The Personal Consumption Expenditures price index -- the Federal Reserve's preferred inflation gauge -- was up 2.3 percent from a year earlier, an improvement from the 2.5 percent growth in February and closer to the Fed's 2 percent target. On a monthly basis, prices were flat.

The March data was from before the bulk of Mr. Trump's tariffs took effect. Still, the slower increase in prices will be welcomed by policymakers, who are dealing with competing concerns of slower growth and higher prices.

But it is unclear how long that, too, will last. The longer tariffs are in place, the more pressure businesses will feel to pass along higher costs to customers, feeding into higher inflation, said Sarah House, an economist at Wells Fargo.

"Businesses can absorb some of that cost and try to wait it out and shield their customers for a period," Ms. House said. But if tariffs stay on at elevated rates, "then at some point you have to think about your margins and your overall profitability."

Americans have become increasingly worried about higher prices as a result of tariffs, leading to a sharp drop in consumer confidence in recent months. Still, there is little sign so far that their dim outlook has translated into a pullback in actual spending.

Consumer spending slowed in the first quarter, growing at a 1.8 percent annual rate, down from 4 percent at the end of last year. But economists said that was at least in part because of harsh winter storms that hit Southern states in January, causing many shoppers to stay home. Spending rebounded in March, led by a big increase in car purchases before tariffs took effect.

Likewise, business investment in equipment soared in the first quarter despite surveys showing that corporate leaders have become more pessimistic about the economic outlook.

Rather, the decline in G.D.P. in the first quarter was driven almost entirely by a huge increase in imports as consumers and businesses tried to front-run Mr. Trump's tariffs. That surge shaved nearly five percentage points off G.D.P. growth in the first quarter.

To understand why the boom in imports led to a decline in G.D.P., it helps to understand a bit about how the numbers are calculated.

G.D.P., as the name suggests, is meant to measure only goods produced domestically, not imports, which are produced abroad. But rather than measure production directly, the government counts all the goods and services sold in the country, and then subtracts the ones that were made overseas. (It also adds in exports, which are produced domestically but sold to foreign buyers.)

That means that, in theory, imports neither add to nor subtract from G.D.P. Anything that is imported to the country should show up elsewhere in the quarterly data either as consumer spending or as an unsold product held in inventory, both of which are counted as additions to G.D.P.

In practice, though, the government is good at counting both imports and consumer spending, but often must rely on rough estimates for inventories, especially in preliminary data. The first-quarter figures showed an increase in inventories, but not a surge on a par with the growth in imports, despite anecdotal reports that companies were stockpiling products and materials ahead of tariffs.

Economists predicted either that the first-quarter inventory figures will be revised higher when more complete data become available or that inventories will jump again next quarter, providing a temporary lift to G.D.P.

Beyond such quirks in the data, however, economists said the larger takeaway from the latest data was clear: Consumers and businesses began changing their behavior in response to Mr. Trump's policies even before the April 2 tariff announcement that sent financial markets into a tailspin. The full effect of those policies won't become clear for months, but economists warn that the damage could be substantial, especially if Mr. Trump continues to change his approach on a nearly daily basis as he has over the past month.

Still, the U.S. economy has proved remarkably resilient in recent years, repeatedly defying predictions of a recession. Unemployment remains low and incomes are rising, giving Americans money to spend. Tariff-induced swings in spending patterns may make economic data difficult to interpret in coming months, but many forecasters say a more sustained downturn is unlikely as long as the labor market remains solid.

If companies start laying off workers, however, the economic situation could deteriorate in a hurry. Companies have already pulled back on hiring, and forecasters expected growth to slow this year even before Mr. Trump took office, leaving the economy with less of a cushion.

"We keep putting weight on the economy instead of lifting weight," said Diane Swonk, chief economist for the accounting firm KPMG.

Colby Smith and Danielle Kaye contributed reporting.
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Ken Griffey Jr. Is a Photographer Now

The baseball Hall of Famer has traded his bat for a camera. He shared the stories behind some of his favorite images.






By Victor Mather



Apr 22, 2025 at 06:22 PM

As if 630 home runs and a trip to the Hall of Fame were not enough, Ken Griffey Jr. has taken up a new activity since he retired in 2010: photography.

Most recently he was spotted taking pictures at the Masters where he captured an image of the winner, Rory McIlroy, celebrating on his knees that spread quickly online. But Griffey, a.k.a. the Kid, has been shooting for years in the sporting and non-sporting realms.

"Because I played baseball, then I'm not allowed to do anything else?" Griffey, 55, said in an interview. "They see me as one thing; that's not necessarily who I am."

Griffey tries to bring the perseverance he showed on the diamond to his life behind the lens. "What I'm trying to do is get better at something that I really enjoy doing," he said. "I didn't start off in the big leagues," he added. "If you're willing to learn and put in time, you're going to get better."

 Ken Griffey Jr./Augusta National/Getty Images


While at the Masters, Griffey picked up tips from professional photographers. "It really helped me understand about what's in the foreground, the background: Will it be a distraction? If you asked me that 10 years ago, I'm fine, I don't care what the background is. But now I'm looking at it."

Griffey shared five of his favorite shots with The New York Times and the stories behind how he got them.

2025 | Tokyo

Shohei Ohtani

 Ken Griffey Jr.


Griffey traveled to Tokyo for the Dodgers-Cubs regular season opener this year and photographed the Los Angeles superstar Shohei Ohtani. "Look at the attention to detail on how he puts on his equipment. How particular he is about it, the way he put on things."

2023 | Nairobi, Kenya

On Safari

 Ken Griffey Jr.


A trip to Kenya for a photographic safari put Griffey closer than he expected to wild animals. "I was like 20 feet away. At one point, one of the cheetahs ran underneath the safari vehicle."

"We landed in Nairobi; it was five minutes from downtown. There were kids playing in the field next to a pack of lions; I'd say they were like a couple hundred yards away. It's just a huge part of life there."

Austin, Texas

Circuit of the Americas

 Ken Griffey Jr.


Griffey has shot the annual motorcycle races at the Circuit of the Americas racetrack in Austin. Trying to catch motorcycles speeding by posed some photographic challenges: "It's funny, because I actually learned how to pan that day. You just try to follow them. In 25 shots, I get like half the motorcycle. It was a learning experience."

2024 | Seoul

Fernando Tatis Jr.

 Ken Griffey Jr.


In a full-circle moment, Griffey caught Fernando Tatis Jr. on camera at a Padres game in Seoul. Griffey played against his father, Tatis Sr. "I was just taking pictures of the guys warming up right before the game. I was on the field; I was next to the dugout."

"I just captured it. It wasn't like I was hoping for something like that or told him to turn away. Actually, I thought I was going to get a face-on and he just turned, and I was like, oh, I'll just keep that."

2024 | Orlando, Fla.

Tiger and Charlie Woods

 Ken Griffey Jr.


Griffey captured Tiger Woods watching his son, Charlie, putting at a golf event in Orlando. "I've known Tiger since he was 15; he did a clinic in Seattle. There's the good, the bad and the ugly throughout the years, but you see the joy he has when he's watching Charlie play."

Griffey said his renaissance as a photographer started when his children were playing sports.

"As a dad, I'm more ecstatic and happy for what they do than anything that I've done," he said. "There are going to be some kids who are good. There are going to be some kids who are bad. All I'm looking for is effort, because I feel that if you give me effort, you're going to give me effort in life."
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Supreme Court Seems Open to a Religious Charter School in Oklahoma

The justices have allowed vouchers for religious schools and required equal treatment in tuition programs. But direct government payments to religious public schools pose a new test.

The dispute is the third major case dealing with religion to be argued before the Supreme Court in the space of about a month. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Adam Liptak
Reporting from Washington


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:03 AM

The Supreme Court appeared open on Wednesday to allowing Oklahoma to use government money to run the nation's first religious charter school, which would teach a curriculum infused by Catholic doctrine.

Excluding the school from the state's charter-school system would amount to "rank discrimination against religion," Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh said during the oral argument.

The main question in the case is whether the First Amendment permits -- or even requires -- states to sponsor and finance religious charter schools, which are public schools with substantial autonomy. A decision endorsing such schools would spur their spread, extend religion's extraordinary winning streak at the Supreme Court and further lower the wall separating church and state.

The Oklahoma school, St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School, is to be operated by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa, and it aims to incorporate Catholic teachings into every aspect of its activities.

After Oklahoma's charter school board approved the proposal to open St. Isidore, the state's attorney general, Gentner Drummond, sued to stop it. Mr. Drummond, a Republican, said a religious public school would violate the First Amendment's prohibition of government establishment of religion and the State Constitution's ban on spending public money to support religious institutions.

The justices appeared to be divided along the usual ideological lines, with the court's Republican appointees largely sympathetic to the school and its Democratic ones quite wary. But Justice Amy Coney Barrett recused herself from the case, raising the possibility of a tie vote if a single Republican appointee joined the three Democratic ones. That would leave a state court decision rejecting the school intact.

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., who asked questions supportive of both sides, seemed to be the most likely member of such a potential alliance.

In earlier cases from Maine and Montana, the court ruled that states that decide to create programs to help parents pay for private schools must allow them to choose religious ones. Those decisions, Chief Justice Roberts said, "involved fairly discrete state involvement" while Oklahoma's supervision of the new school "does strike me as much more comprehensive involvement."

Later in the argument, though, he suggested that another of the court's decisions required allowing the school.

A ruling in favor of the school could affect laws in 46 other states that authorize charter schools, said Gregory G. Garre, a lawyer for Mr. Drummond. It would also, he added, blur a line established in earlier Supreme Court cases distinguishing between government money provided to parents to spend on private schools, including religious ones, and government support provided directly to religious schools.

The dispute is the third major case dealing with religion to be argued before the justices in the space of about a month. In March, the court seemed poised to rule that a Catholic charity in Wisconsin was entitled to a tax exemption that had been denied by a state court on the grounds that the charity's activities were not primarily religious. Last week, the court signaled that it was most likely to rule that parents with religious objections may withdraw their children from classes in which storybooks with L.G.B.T.Q. themes are discussed.

Since 2012, when the court unanimously ruled that religious groups were often exempt from employment discrimination laws, the pro-religion side has won all but one of the 16 signed decisions in argued cases that concerned the First Amendment's religion clauses.

Much of Wednesday's argument centered on the factual question of whether St. Isidore had been created and would be controlled by the state, making it a public school.

Lawyers for St. Isidore and the state agency that had approved it said the school was privately created and would be independently operated.

But Justice Elena Kagan said that St. Isidore and charter schools like it have many hallmarks of "regular public schools."

"They accept everybody," she said. "They're free. They can be closed down by the state. There's a good deal of curricular involvement by the state, approvals by the state. They have to comply with all the state standards."

Justice Neil M. Gorsuch suggested that St. Isidore was sufficiently independent of Oklahoma but said other states could exert more control, by, for instance, requiring public officials to serve on charter schools' boards.

"Have you thought about that boomerang effect for charter schools?" he asked James A. Campbell, a lawyer for the Oklahoma agency that approved St. Isidore.

Mr. Campbell said states "can set up their charter school programs as they see fit" but added that "there are significant trade offs, because part of what makes charter schools great is the autonomy that they're provided."

Justice Gorsuch returned to the point later in the argument. "A holding here may apply in some states and may not apply in others," he said.

D. John Sauer, in his first argument as U.S. solicitor general, argued in favor of St. Isidore on behalf of the Trump administration.

"Participation in charter schools is mediated through two layers of private choice, both of the applicants who create the schools and the parents who choose to send their children to them," he said. "Oklahoma does not control their programs, staffing or curriculum."

Mr. Garre said that a decision in favor of St. Isidore "would result in the astounding rule that states not only may but must fund and create public religious schools, an astounding reversal from this court's time-honored precedents."

Justice Kavanaugh took the opposite view. "All the religious school is saying is 'don't exclude us on account of our religion,'" he said, adding: "You can't treat religious people and religious institutions and religious speech as second class in the United States."

Justice Barrett recused herself from the case, Oklahoma Statewide Charter School Board v. Drummond, No. 24-394, but did not say why. She is a former law professor at Notre Dame, whose religious liberty clinic represents the charter school, and is close friends with Nicole Garnett, a professor there who has assisted St. Isidore.

The school said it would welcome students of "different faiths or no faith." It was less categorical about teachers, saying that all Oklahoma charter schools are free to adopt their own personnel policies.

The state's Supreme Court ruled against the school, with the majority saying it would "create a slippery slope" that could lead to "the destruction of Oklahomans' freedom to practice religion without fear of governmental intervention."

"St. Isidore is a public charter school," the majority said, noting that the state law allowing such schools requires them to be nonsectarian. "Under both state and federal law," the majority ruled, "the state is not authorized to establish or fund St. Isidore."

In the most recent decision from the U.S. Supreme Court about government support for religious schools, Carson v. Makin in 2022, the majority ruled that Maine could not exclude religious schools from a state tuition program.

But Chief Justice Roberts, writing for the majority, said that "Maine may provide a strictly secular education in its public schools."

In dissent, Justice Stephen G. Breyer, who retired that year, said that even Maine's program, limited to private schools, was problematic.

"Members of minority religions, with too few adherents to establish schools, may see injustice in the fact that only those belonging to more popular religions can use state money for religious education," Justice Breyer wrote. "Taxpayers may be upset at having to finance the propagation of religious beliefs that they do not share and with which they disagree."

Justice Kagan echoed that point on Wednesday, saying the state's position favored mainstream religions at the expense of "religions that seem peculiar to many eyes, but are deeply felt."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/30/us/politics/supreme-court-charter-school.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




India's Muslims Fear a Growing Backlash After Kashmir Attack

State officials have detained thousands of Muslims and demolished homes, and activists say that right-wing Hindus are intensifying a demonization campaign.

The government in Gujarat has razed about 2,000 huts in a residential settlement that it said was occupied illegally by Bangladeshis. Activists say that painting Indian Muslims as "Bangladeshi" is an old trope used by the Hindu ruling party. Sam Panthaky/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Mujib Mashal and Hari Kumar
Reporting from New Delhi


Apr 30, 2025 at 05:11 AM

Widespread detentions and demolitions of property targeting Muslims in India have provoked concerns that right-wing Hindu nationalists are exploiting last week's terrorist attack in Kashmir to deepen a campaign of oppression against the country's largest minority group.

Public anger has swelled after 26 people -- all but one of them Hindu tourists -- were killed by militants near the town of Pahalgam in the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, a Muslim-majority region. India has said that Pakistan had a supporting hand in the attack, an accusation that Pakistan denies.

India has appeared to be preparing to strike Pakistan militarily in response to the terrorist attack, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi vowing to hunt down the terrorists and "raze" their safe havens. A Pakistani government minister said on Tuesday that Pakistan believed an Indian strike was imminent.

On Wednesday, Pakistan's prime minister, Shehbaz Sharif, urged the United States to press India to de-escalate tensions and "act responsibly," the state-run PTV said on Wednesday, after Mr. Sharif had a phone call with Secretary of State Marco Rubio.

So far, India's central government has been focused on carrying out a series of punitive measures against Pakistan, including threatening to disrupt the flow of cross-border rivers. But officials and right-wing Hindu groups have intensified harassment of Muslims, which they have framed as a drive against illegal migrants.

In several states run by Mr. Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party, local officials have used the moment to hound what they call "illegal Bangladeshis" and Rohingya, the Muslim minority who have fled Myanmar. Such labels, including "Pakistani," are often used to target Muslim migrants from other parts of India.

The killings of Muslims were reported in two states, Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka, with media reports suggesting they were hate crimes.

Inside Kashmir, security forces have arrested hundreds as they seek the perpetrators of the April 22 attack, and they have blown up the homes of people they have accused of having terrorist affiliations. The sweeps, which has included the detention of 2,000 people according to one official, resemble the collective punishments that the authorities have previously carried out after attacks on security forces in Kashmir.

Kashmiris in other states have reported harassment and violence, with right-wing groups filming themselves assaulting Kashmiri roadside salesmen and threatening violence if Kashmiris do not leave.

India's security forces have arrested hundreds as they seek the perpetrators of the April 22 attack on tourists in Kashmir. Adnan Abidi/Reuters


"The attack in Pahalgam was horrible but should not become a pretext to engage in reprisals and attacks on minorities, including arbitrary arrests or summary punishments," said Meenakshi Ganguly, the deputy Asia director at Human Rights Watch.

Ms. Ganguly said that "ultranationalist broadcast networks and social media users have been inciting hate" that has resulted in violence.

The immediate backlash after the terrorist attack was targeted at Kashmiris and soon spread to a wider anti-Muslim sentiment. That, analysts said, has furthered a demonization of Muslims that Mr. Modi's party has long employed to unite India's Hindu majority.

In the days after the attack, Kashmiri students studying in cities around India reported harassment and threats. Kashmir's top elected official, Omar Abdullah, sent government ministers to different cities to help "ensure the safety and well-being" of Kashmiris.

In Uttar Pradesh, a Muslim restaurant worker was shot dead and another injured on April 23. The attackers, declaring themselves members of a Hindu group, released a video claiming responsibility and saying "I swear on Mother India that I will avenge the 26 with 2,600 of them." (The state's police, however, said the killing was related to a dispute over food.)

In Karnataka, another Muslim man was lynched for chanting pro-Pakistan slogans, according to local news reports.

The most sweeping action has come in Gujarat.

On Monday, the state's police chief said his officers had arrested 6,500 "suspected Bangladeshi citizens." Videos of the detention drive showed the men being moved through the streets inside cordons of ropes.

In an indication of how indiscriminate the arrests were, the police chief said that only 450 of the detainees had so far been found to be illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.

The government in Gujarat also announced a demolition drive at a Muslim slum near a lake, showing drone footage of bulldozers and dump trucks lined up for an operation that it said involved more than 2,000 police officers. By Tuesday evening, the state's home minister, Harsh Sanghavi, said that about 2,000 huts had been razed in a drive against "illegal Bangladeshis."

Harsh Mander, a social activist, said that painting Indian Muslims as "Bangladeshi" was an old trope used by Mr. Modi's party.

Court petitions by residents asking for a pause were denied on Tuesday, as the government had made a national security argument.

The petitioners argued that they were citizens of India with documentation and had lived in the area for decades. They acknowledged that the demolitions had taken place in an area the government claimed was public land, but said they had happened without prior notice or due process.

Petitioners in the Gujarati city of Ahmedabad said that those detained had been subjected to "custodial violence, atrocities and humiliation," despite police soon realizing that "more than 90 percent of those who are detained" were Indian citizens.

The actions against Muslims, Mr. Mander said, "are all signs of what the state is doing to use its power and authority in ways that are unlawful and unconstitutional against a particular community."

Suhasini Raj, Showkat Nanda, and Pragati K.B. contributed reporting.
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Stefanik Saw Her Cabinet Dream Dashed. She Blames the Speaker, Not the President.

The New York Republican is contemplating a run for governor and nursing a feud with the Speaker Mike Johnson after her cabinet nomination was withdrawn.

The nomination of Representative Elise Stefanik, Republican of New York, to be President Trump's ambassador to the United Nations was pulled to protect Republicans' thin margin in the House.



By Annie Karni
Reporting from the Capitol


Apr 30, 2025 at 04:13 PM

Styrofoam packing peanuts littered an empty office in the Rayburn House Office Building across from the Capitol on Monday morning as two moving men unpacked a plush couch, an upholstered armchair, lamps and a lucite side table.

Representative Elise Stefanik of New York was back.

This had not been the plan.

Ms. Stefanik, the self-proclaimed "ultra MAGA" warrior whom President Trump nominated to serve as ambassador to the United Nations, had expected to sail through her Senate confirmation vote, which was to be scheduled in early April.

So she boxed up her office. She sent off her longtime chief of staff, Patrick Hester, to start a new job at the State Department, where he ended up working for seven days. She completed a "farewell tour" of her district, checked out schools for her son in New York City and was looking forward to moving into the $15 million Manhattan penthouse that comes with what is considered a fairly cushy job.

Instead, Ms. Stefanik was back here on Capitol Hill amid the peanuts, contemplating her next steps and pinning most of the blame for what happened on Speaker Mike Johnson.

To detractors, the president's decision to pull Ms. Stefanik's nomination was something akin to karmic comeuppance for a Republican lawmaker who was elected as a moderate but tacked unapologetically to the MAGA right, coming to personify the opportunistic shape-shifting that has gripped her party in the age of Mr. Trump.

Ms. Stefanik's plight seemed to crystallize in one succinct cautionary tale the limits of loyalty in the MAGA universe. Even one of the president's most stalwart defenders, an effective ally since his first impeachment trial, ultimately did not get what she had long been promised.

To her supporters, however, the implosion of her cabinet dream was a gift in disguise, one that proved her mettle as someone willing to stomach a personal setback for the good of the team and set her up for something potentially better down the line. The result has been a new level of admiration from the president and among top G.O.P. donors, who are now encouraging her to enter the New York governor's race for 2026.

Ms. Stefanik, for her part, is taking the long view.

"Resilience is one of my strengths," she said in a brief interview. "We have bounced back pretty quick. The reality is almost everyone prominent in American politics has a twist and turn."

Ms. Stefanik, right, expected to sail through her Senate confirmation vote for U.N. ambassador, which was to be scheduled in early April. Tom Brenner for The New York Times


What has completely disintegrated since her return, however, is her relationship with Mr. Johnson, a dynamic that sets up a clash between two Trump loyalists and leaders in the House that could turn ugly as the speaker tries to pass the president's domestic policy agenda.

Ms. Stefanik is doing little to hide the fact that she finds Mr. Johnson to be dishonest. On Tuesday, she publicly called him a liar after he told reporters he was "having conversations" with her and Representative Mike Lawler, another New York Republican flirting with a run for governor, about that race.

"This is not true," she wrote on social media. "I have had no conversations with the Speaker regarding the Governor's race."

The post prompted an immediate phone call from Mr. Johnson, who then corrected himself publicly.

"Elise is one of my closest friends," he told reporters at the Capitol on Tuesday. "We haven't specifically talked about her running for governor. She's coming in to visit with me and it's all good."

Behind the scenes, however, the relationship has collapsed.

After Ms. Stefanik's nomination was pulled, the speaker promised her a position back at the leadership table -- in the last Congress, she served as conference chair, the No. 4 Republican -- and said publicly that she would also return to the Intelligence Committee. That would require removing a Republican from the panel, to preserve the balance of Democrats and Republicans.

Privately, according to three people familiar with the exchange, Mr. Johnson told her that he was considering removing another Republican -- either Representative French Hill of Arkansas or Representative Pat Fallon of Texas -- to make a space for Ms. Stefanik.

But Mr. Johnson has not done so or even discussed it with them, and has yet to resolve the issue of how to return Ms. Stefanik to the committee.

"It's all good," Speaker Mike Johnson, left, said of his recent interactions with Ms. Stefanik. Behind the scenes, however, the relationship has collapsed. Eric Lee/The New York Times


In early April, when a White House official called Ms. Stefanik to whip her vote on the president's budget, she expressed frustration that the speaker had yet to deliver on any of the promises Mr. Johnson had made to her on an earlier three-way call with Mr. Trump after the withdrawal of her nomination.

Under pressure from the White House, Mr. Johnson called her and told her he had a lot of angry members to deal with, according to two people familiar with the exchange.

Ms. Stefanik, who was once close with Mr. Johnson and spent part of election night with him in his hometown, Shreveport, La., pushed back and told him bluntly, "I'm the angriest one."

It was only after that heated conversation, and at a moment when she was a needed vote on the budget, that Mr. Johnson finally announced her as the new "chairwoman of House Republican Leadership."

Before the election, Kevin McCarthy, the former speaker, warned her that she could face headwinds in getting out of the House if Republicans managed to keep control with a tight margin.

After they did just that, it was immediately clear that poaching House Republicans for cabinet positions was going to be dicey.

After former Representatives Matt Gaetz and Michael Waltz of Florida both resigned to pursue positions in the Trump administration, Ms. Stefanik was stuck in a sort of purgatory.

"If we get the budget resolution passed this week, which is the plan, then it's possible that Elise Stefanik would go ahead and move on to her assignment at the U.N. as the ambassador there," Mr. Johnson said in February, a blunt acknowledgment of the political reality of his slim majority. "I had 220 Republicans and 215 Democrats, and then President Trump began to cull the herd."

Ms. Stefanik was always aware of the math problem, people close to her said. But her senior aides now blame Mr. Johnson for avoiding a direct conversation with her about his concerns over the vote margin. Instead, they said, he quietly tried to delay her hearing and poison the well against her nomination along with other secretive moves to slow walk it while saying he supported it.

Mr. Johnson, who said publicly that Ms. Stefanik would make a great ambassador, has maintained that he did nothing to stand in her way. A spokesman for Mr. Johnson, Taylor Haulsee, said the timing for Ms. Stefanik's confirmation was "a matter for the White House and the Senate to resolve" and that the speaker had been supportive of whatever they decided.

Still, the Republican Conference is already a place of little trust among members, who often assume that their colleagues are trying to stab them in the back. And the blowup between Ms. Stefanik and Mr. Johnson has led to more widespread distrust of the speaker, according to other lawmakers who did not want to speak on the record about a fight between colleagues.

For now, Ms. Stefanik is pulling in campaign donations because of what her allies are framing as a selfless decision to be a team player. She has $10 million in cash on hand, aides said.

After Mr. Trump officially pulled her nomination at the end of March, Newt Gingrich, the former speaker, called Ms. Stefanik to remind her that when cabinet nominees implode, it is typically because their own issues have jeopardized their confirmation chances. In this case, it wasn't really about her, he said.

Careers are long, he assured her, and after all, she was only 40 years old.

Mr. McCarthy has also been counseling her to keep things in perspective.

"My first advice is get up back on the horse, go on TV right away, set the stage as it is," he said he told her. "The party needs her; she is such a strong voice. No one's going to remember this next week. She's been in leadership longer than the speaker has."

"Trump just thinks she walks on water right now," Stephen K. Bannon said of President Trump's relationship with Ms. Stefanik. "She was a trooper. She's rock solid." Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


The president has privately and publicly promised Ms. Stefanik a position in his administration down the line. And she is now free to appear on television, which she could not do while her nomination was pending.

"In many ways, this has been more freeing in opening multiple paths for me to serve New Yorkers stronger than ever," she said in the interview.

Winning a governor's race in New York State is a long shot for any Republican candidate, but donors and operatives pressing Ms. Stefanik to enter see it as a win-win for her to challenge Democratic Governor Kathy Hochul. Running in New York would earn her plenty of attention and could set her up for something else down the line. Some of her allies point to the case of Lee Zeldin, who lost the New York governor's race in 2022 and landed as Mr. Trump's E.P.A. administrator.

Not everyone wants her to leave Washington.

"You're calling about the future speaker of the House?" Stephen K. Bannon, the former Trump adviser and influential podcast host, said when asked to speak about Ms. Stefanik. "I'm advising her to keep all options open right now. She's in a perfect position. Trump just thinks she walks on water right now. She was a trooper. She's rock solid."

"I haven't made a decision yet," Ms. Stefanik said of the governor's race, "but I am honored for the tremendous outpouring of support from voters across the state."

Alex DeGrasse, a longtime adviser to Ms. Stefanik, said that during her 10 years in Congress, Ms. Stefanik has consistently won independents and over 20 percent of Democrats.

"She has the largest donor base of any Republican in New York ever," he said. "So of course, she's taking a strong look at it."
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This State University Has a Plan to Take on Trump

Two professors from Rutgers University in New Jersey went out on a limb to write a "mutual defense compact" for Big Ten schools. Their effort is gaining steam.

Dr. David Salas-de la Cruz, left, and Dr. Paul Boxer of Rutgers University drafted a "mutual defense compact" that calls for schools to pledge to support each other against pressure from the Trump administration. Kriston Jae Bethel for The New York Times



By Tracey Tully



Apr 30, 2025 at 08:00 AM

The conversation between two Rutgers University professors that lit a fire in U.S. higher education circles lasted only about 10 minutes.

The professors -- one teaches chemistry in Camden, N.J., the other psychology in Newark -- said they were frustrated by the Trump administration's abrupt cuts to research funding and its efforts to dictate policy on some campuses.

They were also troubled by the lack of a unified response by university leaders.

"We needed to write something that had some meat," said David Salas-de la Cruz, who directs the chemistry graduate program at Rutgers University-Camden. He likened the effort to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, or NATO, a military alliance of 32 countries.

"This is not just about money," he said. "This is about the essence of education."

So late last month, Professor Salas-de la Cruz and Paul Boxer, a professor of psychology at Rutgers University-Newark, drafted a one-page "mutual defense compact." It was a one-for-all, all-for-one statement of solidarity among schools in the Big Ten athletic and academic conference -- 18 large, predominantly public universities that together enroll roughly 600,000 students each year. "An infringement against one member university," they wrote, "shall be considered an infringement against all."

Participating schools would be asked to commit to making a "unified and vigorous response" when member universities were "under direct political or legal infringement." Faculty members might, for example, be asked to provide legal services, strategic communication or expert testimony.

The compact, now approved by faculty at more than a dozen universities, does not come with a commitment by school administrators to provide financial backing for a joint defense fund, and detractors have criticized the initiative as largely toothless.

Still, the Rutgers resolution, and the professors' effort to galvanize a collective response, reflected a shift in strategy.

"Higher education, as an entity, is definitely worth fighting for," Professor Boxer said.

"The idea of a country where generative research gets cut down to the point where it's under the thumb of the federal government," he added, "is contrary to everything I believe in."

"We needed to write something that had some meat," said Professor Salas-de la Cruz, who directs the chemistry graduate program at Rutgers University-Camden. Kriston Jae Bethel for The New York Times


Throughout March, elite universities had been targeted, one by one, for large funding cuts as the Trump administration opened investigations into diversity policies and whether administrators were doing enough to protect Jewish students from harassment. Federal immigration agents began making a show of moving to deport international students who had spoken out against Israel's war in Gaza.

Under President Trump, the National Science Foundation has canceled more than 400 awards that commonly fuel university research. And the National Institutes of Health, a major source of biomedical research funding in the United States, terminated roughly 780 grants, according to an analysis by KFF Health News.

Rutgers itself was among 60 colleges and universities to receive a warning in March that federal officials had begun an inquiry into whether it had violated Jewish students' civil rights by failing to safeguard them from discrimination.

Schools were struggling to navigate the broadside when Columbia University, in a remarkable concession to Mr. Trump, agreed to overhaul its protest policies, security practices and Middle Eastern studies department as it sought to avoid a $400 million federal funding cut.

It was against this backdrop that the faculty senate at Rutgers, New Jersey's flagship state university, came together to vote on the professors' hastily drafted resolution.

No member of the Rutgers senate criticized the compact publicly before it was approved on March 28, by a vote of 62 to 17, Professor Boxer said. But in emails, some employees expressed concern that it risked making Rutgers an even bigger target for the Trump administration.

"We had to accept," Professor Boxer said, "that somebody had to be first."

Since then, nine additional Big Ten schools, including the University of Michigan, Michigan State, Ohio State and the University of Washington, have passed resolutions nearly identical to the one Rutgers adopted.

Outside the Big Ten, the University of Massachusetts Amherst, the State University of New York, and at least three City University of New York schools -- Hunter, Hostos and City College -- have also adopted similar statements of solidarity. Faculty senates at several other colleges are expected to vote in the coming weeks.

Some faculty members are skeptical that the resolutions will make much of a difference.

"At most universities, faculty senates have very little power, if any," said Keith Riles, a physics professor who was one of 214 employees at the University of Michigan who voted against that school's compact. "I do not expect these motions to have much effect on what administrations choose to do."

And, he said, he does not believe that President Trump's critique of higher education is completely misguided. Professor Riles said he had long opposed university hiring policies that were based on diversity, equity and inclusion goals, which he believes are illegal and discriminate against white and Asian men.

"Choose your battles and your allies wisely," he urged colleagues before Michigan's faculty vote began on April 17, according to a written summary of his comments. "It is not a very sound strategy to die on a D.E.I. hill in a legal, mutual suicide pact."

About 2,760 of his colleagues disagreed, and the resolution passed with 93 percent support.

Rutgers's president, Jonathan Holloway, has said that while he supports the "ethos" of the initiative, he could not provide additional support because he was stepping down at the end of the academic year, according to the Rutgers student news outlet.

In a statement this week, a university spokeswoman reiterated Dr. Holloway's "appreciation for the resolution" and said Rutgers would continue to support efforts to "reverse federal actions that are detrimental to our mission."

Even without overt buy-in from administrators, supporters said the clear goals first laid out by the Rutgers faculty had already been instrumental in helping to shift the tone of the national debate.

Last week, Harvard University sued the Trump administration over billions of dollars in proposed cuts rather than accede to the president's demands. And after months of silence, more than 500 university administrators have now signed a statement opposing "government overreach and political interference now endangering American higher education."

John Verzani, chairman of CUNY's faculty senate, credited Rutgers with having an "enormous" role in the evolving narrative.

"It definitely set off a rush within faculty senates to create this sort of alliance," Professor Verzani said.

"We had to accept," Professor Boxer said, "that somebody had to be first." Kriston Jae Bethel for The New York Times


Todd Wolfson, a journalism professor, leads Rutgers's faculty union. He is also president of the American Association of University Professors, a national organization.

He said he considered the effort to protect academic freedom and the independence of research institutions an existential battle.

"As goes higher ed," Professor Wolfson said, "so goes the U.S."

Michael Yarbrough, who contributes to a website called We Are Higher Ed, which has been tracking university responses to the Trump administration, noted that officials from community colleges, large research universities and Ivy League schools are now sharing information in a 60-person group chat.

Professor Yarbrough, who teaches about law and society at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York, likened the value of the group chat, and the networks now forming among faculty members at far-flung schools with mutual defense compacts in place, to a sociology theory known as the "strength of weak ties."

"It's understandable that some people may be fearful," Professor Yarbrough said. "But what we've done is to focus on something that's within our control: to ally with each other."
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The Resurrection of Rilo Kiley

Two and a half decades since the group won the hearts of a young generation -- and more than 15 years after calling it quits -- the indie-rock heroes are hitting the road.

Video: 



By Reggie Ugwu



Apr 29, 2025 at 10:02 AM

When the Rilo Kiley singer and guitarist Blake Sennett wrote them 25 years ago, he concurred with the lyrics of "Pictures of Success," a song about longing to arrive at a destination despite, or because of, the inability to fully imagine it.

"I'm ready to go / Ready to go / Ready to go," he howls on the track's refrain, harmonizing with the song's co-writer and the band's lead singer, Jenny Lewis, over a bed of chiming guitars.

But the words hit him differently now.

"I'm not as ready to go as I was then," joked Sennet, 51, on a recent video call from Los Angeles with his bandmates: Lewis, 49; the drummer Jason Boesel, 47; and the bassist Pierre "Duke" de Reeder, 52.

"You already went," Boesel quipped.

"We should license that song to, like, Cialis, or something," Lewis suggested. "Ready to go!"

Life comes at you fast. Since the release of the first Rilo Kiley EP in 1999, the band has survived affiliation with Hollywood, straddled mid-aughts indie exuberance with its third album, "More Adventurous" (2004), graduated to mainstream popularity with a follow-up, "Under the Blacklight" (2007), split up under tense circumstances and -- after the marriages, children and self-reflection of early middle-age -- found its way back together again.

Rilo Kiley, from left: Pierre "Duke" de Reeder (lying down), Jenny Lewis, Blake Sennett (seated) and Jason Boesel (standing in foreground). Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


On May 5, Rilo Kiley will play its first official show since 2008 -- the start of a 24-date reunion tour. A greatest hits album, "That's How We Choose to Remember It," will be released on the 9th.

"It's a tender and scary and magical thing," Lewis said. "But who wouldn't want to go back to being in their mid-20s again?"

The journey here began a little more than five years ago, in January 2020, when Sennett, who moved to Nashville in 2015, was visiting de Reeder in Los Angeles. The bassist invited Lewis and Boesel to join them for a casual barbecue, and the four found themselves in a room together for the first time in more than a decade.

When the tour supporting "Under the Blacklight" ended, in the spring of 2008, Rilo Kiley was effectively over. The album was the most commercially successful of the band's career, hitting No. 22 on Billboard's Top 200, with more than 186,000 units sold, and spawning a hit single, "Silver Lining," that has been streamed more than 37 million times on Spotify.

But recording had been a struggle. The relationship between Sennett and Lewis, who met as teenagers and were romantically involved during the first incarnation of the band, had grown increasingly prickly. (Both released side projects -- Sennett's "Sun, Sun, Sun" with the Elected, and Lewis's "Rabbit Fur Coat" with the Watson Twins -- on the same day in 2006.) On tour, their long-simmering tension had finally boiled over.

"I think the end was nigh the moment we first hooked up," Lewis said. "We never really fixed the issues that we had as a couple. I remember a fight that we had, after we had first broken up, where I threw Blake's Pink Floyd CD out of the window. And then we were hanging out with other people, which got very messy on the road."

Looking back, everyone agrees that it's remarkable the band lasted for as long as it did.

"I'm looking at people in the audience while I'm playing, and the connection was just so beautiful and powerful," Lewis said of touring with the Postal Service. "It really inspired me to want to do that with our songs." Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


"We didn't have the tools back then to sit down cross-legged and pass the ball back and forth and share our feelings, or whatever," Sennett said. "We just kind of stuffed it all down and became passive aggressive. Eventually, things devolved."

At the 2020 barbecue, their differences were far enough in the past that, for the first time, reconciliation felt possible. Soon after, Lewis relocated to Nashville during the pandemic, and Sennett came over and helped her work on her car. On another visit, he introduced her to his young daughter.

"We connected when the world was shut down, and that meant a lot to me," Lewis said. "It put things into focus."

In 2023, the organizers of the nostalgia-tinged music festival Just Like Heaven reached out to Lewis's manager to ask if Rilo Kiley would consider performing. At the time, she was on a tour with the indie electro-pop act the Postal Service, commemorating the 20th anniversary of its millennial-beloved album, "Give Up." Seeing the emotional outpouring from crowds who'd grown up with the music as the soundtrack of their lives made Lewis imagine creating a similar experience for Rilo Kiley fans.

"I'm looking at people in the audience while I'm playing, and the connection was just so beautiful and powerful," she said. "It really inspired me to want to do that with our songs."

A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO, at de Reeder's recording studio in Los Angeles's Highland Park, the band assembled to start rehearsals for the reunion tour. They unearthed their old instruments and gear, including a Roland keyboard used to record "The Execution of All Things," their breakthrough sophomore album from 2002.

Lewis and Sennett started the band in 1998, when they were 22 and 24. Both were former child actors who found in music what they had yearned for while shuttling between film and television jobs: autonomy, immediacy, a community that felt real.

"I don't want to prove anything, but I would like to illustrate," Boesel said, "that we're an authentic band and these are authentically wonderful songs that people love." Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


At Lewis's apartment in West Hollywood, which she shared with three roommates, they wrote dozens of songs inspired by heartache, sex, family lore and pop culture.

"It just unlocked something in me," she said. "I have all these shoe boxes from that era filled with notebooks of songs and insane lyrics. I couldn't stop."

Taking cues from their forerunners in left-of-center, confessional rock music, including Modest Mouse, Built to Spill and Elliott Smith, Rilo Kiley charted the soaring highs and hairpin turns of youthful identity formation.

Katie Crutchfield, of the alt-country band Waxahatchee, said discovering the band in high school was what pushed her to make her own music.

"There's a powerful femininity to the way Jenny writes and presents herself that made me feel like I could do that," said Crutchfield, who tattooed the cover of "The Execution of All Things" on her arm. "As a 15-year-old girl in Alabama, I just hadn't had examples of a person like her. It rocked my entire world."

Mike Mogis, of the indie-folk band Bright Eyes, who produced "The Execution of All Things" and "More Adventurous," said the band epitomized the alternately disillusioned and idealistic spirit of the age.

"The characters in Jenny's songs always have a troubled past or present, but at the same time there's some hopefulness to it," Mogis said. "It was the best of all worlds."

Apart from the band's interpersonal conflicts, there were some growing pains. In 2004, Rilo Kiley began working with Warner Bros. Records, parting ways with the indie label Saddle Creek and a collective of D.I.Y.-minded musicians in Omaha led by the Bright Eyes founder Conor Oberst.

Signing to a major helped Rilo Kiley reach a wider audience and get its songs on the radio and in movies and television. But Lewis felt anxious about preserving the band's authenticity, and clashed with Warner over its marketing.

"It's a tender and scary and magical thing," Lewis said. "But who wouldn't want to go back to being in their mid-20s again?" Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


"On our first video with them," for the "More Adventurous" single "Portions for Foxes," "I was wearing this cute little vintage Pucci dress and they wanted me in something more revealing," she recalled. "That was not something I was willing to do. I was like, 'No, no, no. I pick out my own clothes.'"

Although Lewis and the others said they had a positive experience at Warner overall, the greatest hits album will be released via Saddle Creek.

More than 15 years since their last performance, the band members are preparing themselves mentally, physically and emotionally for a return to the stage. The third stop on the tour is the Just Like Heaven festival -- at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Calif. -- which will be headlined by Vampire Weekend and attended by tens of thousands of fans.

Before hitting the road, they've planned an intimate friends and family show in Los Angeles to work out lingering nerves.

"I don't want to prove anything, but I would like to illustrate," Boesel said, "that we're an authentic band and these are authentically wonderful songs that people love."

Earlier this month, after a week of rehearsals, muscle memory had already begun to kick in.

"I look around and everyone's in their old spots," de Reeder said. "It's like, 'Oh, yeah. We're doing this thing.'"

Additional camera operator: Grant Spanier.
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Critic's Notebook


When Beauty Standards and Body Positivity Collide

A new cultural ideal for women is ultrathin and cloaked in the language of inclusivity and self-acceptance.




By Amanda Hess



Apr 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Recently Instagram led me to the account of a very thin social media influencer. I would not usually begin an article with a description of the subject's body, but in this case it's also her personal brand. She often appears in luxury apartments or hotels, modeling club wear while filming skits about how heterosexual men and women ought to relate to one another -- pretty standard fare for an Instagram model in 2025.

The twist? She identifies as disadvantaged, a survivor of adolescent bullying over her slender frame who has become a champion of "body positivity" for the ultrathin. In one video, she lists her height and weight in the corner of the image as she films herself stretching in athleisure; in another, she works to "boost the confidence of girls with a slim body type" by celebrating her own "small waist," sharp jaw and prominent collarbone.

As I scrolled, mesmerized, through her account, I watched her knit together two seemingly irreconcilable cultural forces. She performs a narrow beauty ideal for women and cloaks it in the language of inclusivity. Her feed is a clever combination of methods for capturing online attention: look like a model, talk like an activist, behave like a troll. And it represents a new balancing act for women in the public eye, and those who are watching them.

An influencer may now mold her body to a punishing standard while denying that any standard exists, or even that there is anything punishing about it. The woman herself appears to resolve all of these contradictions under the banner of self-love. It's cognitive dissonance as a content strategy, and it's everywhere.

I see it in Clara Dao, the influencer who amassed 2.9 million followers on TikTok by encouraging flat-chested women to embrace their look -- then revealed a set of breast implants and started a new brand around her unwavering acceptance of her new body. I see it replicated across social media, where slender models post unfiltered, unposed, #relatable shots that reveal some absurdly minor imperfection, like a single stomach fold or a barely perceptible pooch.

I saw it on "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives" last season, when a woman celebrated her upcoming vaginoplasty procedure by gathering her girlfriends to paint their ideal vulvas, a bizarre perversion of a feminist consciousness-raising exercise meant to banish shame. I even caught a glint of it during the "Wicked" press tour, when fans expressed concern over the apparent weight loss of the film's stars, prompting one of them, Ariana Grande, to caution that talking about other people's bodies is "dangerous to all involved."

In 2025, an early-2000s body ideal has returned, filtered through a mid-2010s body-positivity discourse. In the aughts, a newly invigorated tabloid culture made ultrathin stars like Paris Hilton and Amy Winehouse ultra-famous, shots of spiky hips and clavicles punctuating the morbid fascination of early celebrity blogs.

In the following decade, as millions of young women started documenting themselves on social media -- and grappling, hour by hour, with their self-presentation -- "body positivity" became a buzzy term on Instagram and the size of Sports Illustrated swimsuit models and Barbie dolls expanded to reflect a more inclusive range.

Now a stricter standard is reasserting itself. Last fall, the American Society of Plastic Surgeons announced the "ballet body" as the new aesthetic ideal, while Vogue Business released a "size inclusivity" report showing "the pendulum has swung back to the glamorization of thinness." 

On the fashion runways that presage coming trends in more than just clothes, models' bodies are shrinking once again. Conservative women's magazines, like The Conservateur and Evie, are championing the return of what they call an "objective" and "conventional" feminine ideal, which appears in their pages as a slim white woman with long hair, prominent cleavage and heavy makeup. And the rise of drugs like Ozempic -- which has helped millions of people manage chronic illnesses, and also aided skinny celebrities in becoming even skinnier -- has formalized the relationship among thinness, status and wealth.

The language of body positivity has not gone away. But it's been flattened and co-opted. The body-positivity movement urges us to embrace all bodies regardless of shape and size, but it doesn't stop there. It condemns the social structures that imbue some bodies with power and desirability while stigmatizing others.

When the Instagram skinny influencer applies the hashtags #skinnygirl and #bodypositive to the same image, she seeks an audience for her high-status appearance while gesturing at an inclusive movement. Then she captions it with a message that anticipates and neutralizes critiques by claiming that she has finally achieved #selflove after a childhood of being "skinny-shamed." The message is that any cultural trend toward prizing female emaciation ought to be embraced under the banner of empowering slender women; it is the criticism, or even noticing, of the trend that must be suppressed.

An ideal is a moving target; the exact dimensions of the unattainable body differ from culture to culture and fluctuate from year to year. Kim Kardashian made her "internet-breaking" body her brand by hopping between racially appropriative styles and cycling relentlessly between anime-character curves and a twiggy frame. When the size of a woman's body becomes a fashion trend, it suggests that she is always available to be reshaped and remolded to suit public tastes. Women in the public eye stand to be scrutinized for every pound they gain or lose. Even the fascination with celebrities who are "too thin" is a piece of a culture where women's bodies are considered public property. The language of "self-love" seems to individualize all of these cultural pressures, to recast them as the woman's own autonomous desire for her self-presentation. 

In her new book, "Girl on Girl: How Pop Culture Turned a Generation of Women Against Themselves," the journalist Sophie Gilbert examines the thin ideal promoted at the dawn of the century, and the new form in which it has returned. "I think certainly we don't have the same fatphobia now that we had back then. No one's going to publish a book called 'Skinny Bitch' where they lambaste the reader for being a disgusting fat pig," Gilbert recently told Emily Gould at The Cut. "But it's different. I think what's happening now is sneakier."

Does the body-positive influencer who creates content around her high-status body know what she's doing? There is a dose of trolling to these performances. The editor of The Conservateur recently said that in reinscribing an "objectively beautiful" standard for women's looks, she was giving "unrecognized women in the culture their due."

The competing performances of superiority and disadvantage, of self-love and self-optimization, make for a confounding spectacle, and it's clear that such contradictions drive engagement. The comments sections on their accounts host endless cycles of disillusionment, rage, debate and affirmation. But there's a sincerity to these influencers, too -- an enduring belief that a woman may just be able to have it all. Position herself just-so, and she can achieve self-acceptance and social approval at once.

Earlier this month, in a video Clara Dao posted explaining her decision to undergo breast augmentation surgery, she said she was pivoting her content to suit her changed body. She sat at the edge of her bed and spoke over a searching piano track. "I know this might come as a shock, because my whole page used to be about loving my flat chest and being confident with it," she said. "I literally built my entire career around that. Was everything a lie? Was I secretly insecure this whole time, and just using body positivity to make money so I could finally afford a boob job? No."

Dao got the implants for "fun," she explained. After six years and more than 900 videos of "flat-chest content," she "got bored." She had turned feeling good about her own body into a commodified brand, and now she was ready to trade it in for a new look.

When body-positive content rose in popularity on social media, it felt like a progressive movement. But it was also a trend like any other -- one that could be embraced and then discarded when the vibe shifted. Dao's followers are flooding her comments with anger and disappointment, but all the analytics show is that the engagement is through the roof. As she put it in a recent video caption, "I am convinced the internet is triggered whenever they see a confident woman." She tagged the post #selflove.
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news analysis


How Trump May Unintentionally Cut Carbon Emissions

Despite his administration's lack of concern about climate change, a recession would give the atmosphere a break. At least in the short term.

Video: 



By Lydia DePillis



Apr 29, 2025 at 04:51 PM

President Trump has expressed little interest in fighting climate change. One of his key cabinet officials has even sought to evaluate whether humanity benefits from a warming climate, in a bid to undermine environmental rules.

Yet even as he works to accelerate oil and gas production, Mr. Trump's economic approach may inadvertently reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as consumption slows in response to a global trade war.

Any reprieve for the planet, however, would be brief. Over the longer term, tanking the economy with tit-for-tat tariffs is likely to impede progress, because of how much clean energy deployment depends on overseas supply chains and because voters are less likely to support climate policy when they're financially stressed.

Carbon emissions, largely a byproduct of going places and making things, have always been tethered to economic growth. Forecasters increasingly anticipate that Mr. Trump's aggressive use of tariffs could tip the economy into recession as companies and consumers cut spending in the face of higher prices for imported goods.

"If we're talking about a traditional recession, people fly less, they buy less stuff, there's less investment in capital goods," said Alex Heil, a senior economist at the Conference Board, who focuses on energy and climate. "And just a slowdown in economic activity is likely to slow down carbon emissions."

That is what happened in the last two recessions. Global carbon emissions dipped slightly, before resuming their upward march. (Emissions in the United States continued to decline after 2008 as cheap natural gas displaced coal, and it's possible that a similar peak is nearing for the rest of the world.)



There are already signs of this happening: Airlines are forecasting lower traffic, and fewer homes are being built. After the pre-tariff panic buying is done, consumer-oriented companies are expecting lower sales as customers pare their shopping lists. The end of the de minimis exemption, which allowed shipments worth up to $800 to enter the country tariff-free, may result in many fewer flimsy but trendy clothing items flown across the ocean.

There's a certain irony here: U.S. environmentalists have long sought to impose some kind of tax on carbon, in order to discourage dirty products and encourage cleaner ones. Tariffs discourage people from buying foreign products, and plenty of those are also carbon intensive. So although a carbon tax would lower emissions more directly -- Europe is even planning a new tariff system targeted at carbon intensive goods -- broad tariffs are better than nothing, from a climate perspective.

It's also true that globalization fueled the explosion of climate-warming gases by making it possible for the citizens of wealthier countries to fill their large houses with toys, furniture and cars at a low cost. As environmental regulations tightened in Europe and the United States, more polluting factories moved to developing countries with looser rules.

But it's not clear that a trade war will run that process in reverse, because of the thicket of countervailing effects it creates. For one thing, even as the United States imposes tariffs, shipments of goods may simply be redirected, rather than falling overall.

"The question is, are we really looking at substantially reduced cross-border trade, or are we just looking at different cross-border trade?" said Ethan Zindler, chief policy analyst at BloombergNEF. "If you take trade route A versus trade route B, it might have higher emissions. So it's very hard to know."

Even if international shipping declined, and tariffs redirected consumption toward domestic goods, that wouldn't necessarily help. Most emissions associated with global freight actually come in the last-mile delivery via truck from ports of entry to warehouses and retailers.

Moreover, if the world did return to an age in which countries bought more within their own borders -- and that's a big "if" -- building new factories that may not operate as efficiently as China's enormous industrial zones could end up increasing the carbon required to produce a sofa or a pair of shoes.

The bigger factor for emissions in the medium term would be how trade restrictions and an economic downturn affected new sources of electricity.

Recessions always bring down gas prices; concerns about the Trump administration's economic policy have already done so. Tariffs on steel and aluminum are also making it more expensive to get oil rigs up and running, which has slowed down drilling.

But tariffs cut both ways for energy, and renewable sources may suffer even more. Solar arrays, wind farms and electric vehicles are currently built with goods produced in other countries, including batteries and turbines, most of which are now subjected to tariffs of at least 10 percent. (For solar panels, the duties are far higher.) Retaliatory measures, such as China's export controls on rare earth minerals needed in clean energy technologies, will magnify the effect.

The Biden administration worked to build up domestic sources of solar panels, batteries and other parts needed to build renewable energy, supported with billions of dollars in subsidies. It also used tariffs to protect some of those industries, and planned for more when they were up and running. But they're currently not producing nearly enough to supply domestic demand.

"Where we are in the process now is we're building the factories, now we need the equipment to put in the factories, and that takes a lot of steel," said Eric Van Nostrand, who ran economic policy at the Treasury Department under President Joseph R. Biden Jr. Tariffs on steel make that harder, and investment is already wilting in the face of high interest rates and the possibility that Congress will curtail the clean energy tax credits in the Inflation Reduction Act.

Trade barriers also make it more difficult to adapt when climate-related disasters hit. When a drought wipes out a wheat or soybean crop, shifting to imports without having to pay exorbitant taxes can cushion the blow. And rebuilding after a hurricane or a wildfire is much more costly without imported lumber, cement and appliances.

And economic downturns are hard on average consumers, who lose jobs and have their hours cut. Even if they might do fewer loads of laundry to save on their energy bills, investing in an electric vehicle or a heat pump for their house becomes more difficult (and will be even more so if Congress repeals Biden-era subsidies for those items).

Most emissions associated with global freight come in the last-mile delivery via truck traffic from ports of entry to warehouses and retailers. Maggie Shannon for The New York Times


"Recessions are not times when people decide to spend a lot of money to upgrade their washing machines to a more energy-efficient one," said Brian Prest, a fellow at Resources for the Future, an energy-focused think tank. Holding back the upgrade cycle can keep emissions from falling as much as they might have in a healthy economy.

But the more important implications of a trade war and ensuing recession would kick in over the longer term, and none of them are good for the climate.

First, the path of decarbonization depends a lot on how quickly technology progresses. As trade barriers rise, exporting to other countries becomes more difficult. That shrinks the market available for entrepreneurs, reducing the incentive to take risks and invest.

Second, even if Americans elect a more climate-friendly president and Congress in the coming years, recessions typically don't lend themselves to ambitious environmental policy. Relieving immediate financial pain tends to take priority, said Jonas Meckling, a climate fellow at Harvard Business School.

"If this results in a contraction of economic growth, then we know that climate won't be a top agenda item for voters, and everything will focus much more on just stimulating the economy," Dr. Meckling said. It's already happening up north: Faced with rising joblessness and high costs, Canada has backed off on its own consumer carbon tax.

That's also true on an international level. Economic insecurity focuses nations inward, when dealing with climate change requires international cooperation. Festering global conflicts are also pushing leaders to focus their resources on building up their militaries, leaving less money to support a transition to low-carbon energy, industrial processes and agriculture.

That's why climate economists take little solace in even the carbon silver lining of any impending recession.

"Emissions may drop a bit because of a bit less economic activity," said Brian Copeland, an economics professor at the University of British Columbia. "But I think it just makes the long-run transition to a less carbon intensive society harder."
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Google's Chief Says Breakup Proposal Would Hobble Business

Sundar Pichai told a federal judge that the government's solution to fix its monopoly in search would harm innovation.

Google's chief executive, Sundar Pichai, outside the federal courthouse in Washington in 2023. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By David McCabe
Reporting from the E. Barrett Prettyman Federal Courthouse in Washington


Apr 30, 2025 at 05:08 PM

Google's chief executive, Sundar Pichai, told a federal judge on Wednesday that a government proposal to break up the company would hobble the business, as he aimed to stave off drastic changes to fix an illegal monopoly in online search.

Judge Amit P. Mehta of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia ruled last year that Google had broken the law to maintain a search monopoly. This month, he convened a hearing to decide on the measures, known as remedies, that would be put in place to address the illegal behavior.

As the company's second witness, Mr. Pichai was called to make the case that the court should avoid the government's aggressive solutions, including forcing Google to sell its popular Chrome web browser and share data with rivals. Mr. Pichai said the government's proposal would lead the company to make fewer investments in new technology if it needed to share the benefits with its competitors for a minimal fee.

"The combination of all the remedies, I think, makes it unviable to invest in the R&D the way we have for the past three decades, to continue to innovate and build Google search," he said, referring to research and development.

Mr. Pichai is the highest-profile witness expected to testify at the landmark three-week hearing, which could rebalance the power dynamic in Silicon Valley. The tech industry is locked in a race to develop internet products powered by artificial intelligence, and new restrictions on Google's business could supercharge its rivals' efforts and hamper its own.

The Google search case is also the first major test of American government efforts to restrain tech giants' enormous power over commerce, communications and information online. A federal judge in Virginia ruled this month that Google was also a monopolist in some online advertising technology.

The Federal Trade Commission is squaring off with Meta in a trial over whether its acquisitions of Instagram and WhatsApp illegally snuffed out nascent competitors. Additional federal antitrust lawsuits against Apple and Amazon are expected to go to trial in the coming years.

The Justice Department filed its Google search lawsuit in 2020, during President Trump's first term.

Government lawyers argued during a 2023 trial that Google had locked out other search engines by paying companies like Apple, Samsung and Mozilla to be the search engine that comes up automatically in web browsers and on smartphones. The company paid $26.3 billion as part of those deals in 2021, according to testimony at the time.

Judge Mehta ruled against the company in August. Last week, he opened the three-week hearing to determine remedies.

The Justice Department's proposal is wide-ranging. The government argues that Google needs to sell Chrome because it automatically sends user queries to the company's search engine.

In Mr. Pichai's testimony, which lasted roughly 90 minutes, he said the company had invested heavily in Chrome and was best situated to ensure the app was protected from cyberattacks. Mr. Pichai, who helped to develop Chrome, bristled when a government lawyer questioned whether he could predict how a future owner of the browser would handle cybersecurity.

"Given my deep knowledge of the space and a general understanding of what other companies' capabilities and commitments are around web security, I do think I'm able to speak on it," he said.

The government also wants Google to share its search results with rivals. Under the proposal, other search engines would be able to gain access to data about the searches Google users were making and the websites they were clicking on.

Mr. Pichai called the forced data sharing required by the proposal "de facto divestiture" of the company's intellectual property that would "allow anyone to completely reverse engineer, end to end, every aspect of our technology stack."

Google's proposal is more narrow. It said it should be allowed to continue to pay other companies for its search engine to get prime placement. But it also said that some of those deals should be up for renegotiation every year, and that smartphone manufacturers should have more freedom when deciding what Google apps to install on their devices.

Judge Mehta asked Mr. Pichai how other search engines could compete with Google if the company was still able to pay for its own search product to get prime placement. 

"I can hardly think of exceptions to 'the best product wins out,'" Mr. Pichai later added.
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Trump's Tariffs Put China's E-Commerce Superpowers to the Test

Companies like Alibaba that built China's world-leading online shopping sector are now helping its sellers find markets beyond the United States.

Alibaba's headquarters in Hangzhou, China, in February. China's success at e-commerce has become a key feature of the country's broader economic rise. Long Wei/VCG via Getty Images



By Vivian Wang
Vivian Wang reported from Hangzhou, China, where the Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba is based.


Apr 29, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The auditorium at Alibaba's headquarters was packed with attendees, leaning against the wall and squeezing onto the stairs. Hundreds of Chinese small-business owners listened raptly as a stream of representatives from Alibaba, the Chinese online shopping giant, stepped onstage to reassure them of China's resilience in the face of America's eye-watering tariffs.

"Since the beginning of April," said Wang Shan, a digital marketing executive, "we've been researching and discussing, in this kind of policy environment, in such a rapidly changing situation, what should our methods and attitude be?"

"Everyone's consensus is that business still has to go out," she continued. "We think that what it tests in the end is our own ability."

The battlefield mind-set has become the norm for a vast number of Chinese people engaged in the business of online selling to the United States. The threat they face from the tariffs is immense: The United States is China's biggest export market for online trade, making up more than one-third of sales, according to official Chinese data. That includes individual Americans who rely on Shein for cheap swimwear or Temu for $2 garlic presses, as well as small-business owners who use platforms like DHGate or Alibaba to buy bulk goods to resell.

The Alibaba conference, in the company's home city of Hangzhou, in eastern China, offered a glimpse into how the country became such a behemoth in online shopping in the first place. And it suggested how the sector might weather the crisis.

China's success at e-commerce has become a central part of the saga of the country's broader economic rise. Few people better symbolize the country's rags-to-riches story than Alibaba's founder, Jack Ma, whose journey from English teacher to online-shopping entrepreneur eventually made him one of the world's richest men.

Making clothes for Shein at a garment factory in Guangzhou this month.  Qilai Shen for The New York Times


That journey was made possible in part by the vast ecosystem that China has built to support its export machine. It spans not only factories, marketers and shipping companies, but also drop-shipping suppliers, who handle sourcing and delivery on behalf of sellers; live-streamers, who hawk their products, carnival-style, on short video apps; and private tutors dedicated to helping the country's countless small-business owners sell internationally.

The Chinese government has in recent years also made expanding online international sales a priority, offering companies tax breaks and encouraging universities to introduce related majors. Hangzhou is dotted with gleaming towers offering discounted office space to e-commerce entrepreneurs.

Now with the tariffs, support from the government and companies is ramping up even more. Officials in Hangzhou have promised to help companies pivoting to non-American markets with legal paperwork. Employees from Amazon, which has built a center in Hangzhou to provide training to people selling on its platform, were hosting a session last week on the tariffs for their own merchants.

At the Alibaba conference, which was open to anyone interested in learning about selling abroad, company employees reassured attendees that they would help them take care of customs procedures. Online platforms have also promised tens of millions of dollars to help exporters advertise domestically instead.

As a result, the mood of many businesspeople at Alibaba's headquarters was concerned but undeterred.

Qiu Leisi, 36, who plans to open an online store selling plus-size clothing to retailers in the United States and Europe, said she would simply pass the expense of the tariffs on to her customers.

"American business owners should see that the unfairness is coming from their own people," she said, sitting in a coffee shop outside the Alibaba auditorium. (In a sign of how much interest the conference had drawn, the baristas cited a 50-minute wait for drinks.)

Ms. Qiu did not worry that Americans might balk at the higher costs. Her parents ran a hardware factory where one-third of business came from the United States, but they had offloaded some of their unsold inventory to India at a slight discount.

"They'll give concessions to people who are friendly to us," Ms. Qiu said of her parents. "Even if we lose America, there are many other countries that will step up."

A shipping center in Beijing last year during a shopping festival. Jessica Lee/EPA, via Shutterstock


Indeed, a key part of China's strategy is to channel its exports to other countries. Even before the latest tariffs, as U.S.-China tensions grew, Chinese entrepreneurs had been focusing on expanding in Southeast Asia and Europe.

But that transition can only be done so quickly, especially for people whose customers are primarily American.

That includes Shawn Zhao, whose company, HyperSKU, helps foreign small-business owners source goods like yoga mats from Chinese factories. About half of his business comes from the United States, and he had spent the last few weeks revising cost estimates for his clients there, as the tariffs climbed ever higher.

To adapt, he has slashed his advertising budget for the United States and is focusing more on Europe.

He has also has been focusing on personalized products that he hopes shoppers will think are worth the premium, such as engraved earrings, or lockets with their pets' photos. That was where China's supply chain was irreplaceable, he said, because it could deliver highly specific goods, in small batches, better than any other country.

Still, he expected at least a 20 percent drop in revenue.

"There are some things in the market that are beyond your control, like political factors," Mr. Zhao said over lunch in one of Hangzhou's many high-end malls that showcase its status as China's high-tech capital. "You can only try to assess, under the worst-case scenario, can the company keep going? Make sure you have a clear accounting."

The optimism at the Alibaba conference may run up against other realities, too.

Some sellers suggested getting around the tariffs by redirecting goods through a third country. But under pressure from the Trump administration, some countries have promised to crack down on the practice.

Yangshan Port in Shanghai, in February. The New York Times


Several people also said that looking overseas was less a choice than a necessity. China's domestic market is hypercompetitive, and because of a slowing economy, people are reluctant to spend. That is a reason the government itself has been so eager to push overseas e-commerce, too.

"The market is only so big, and the merchants are so saturated, so our share of the pie is getting smaller and smaller," said Fu Sicong, a 27-year-old wearing hip square-frame glasses, who with two friends runs an online shop selling car decorations. After his domestic business had fallen by about 20 percent in the last year, he decided to try Europe and the United States, where the profit margins are generally higher. "Even if we can't do it well, we still have to do it."

More than the government subsidies, or the e-commerce companies' reassurances, it was that resolve -- to do business no matter what -- that seemed to be fueling many entrepreneurs' confidence.

Inside an office building called Building Dreams, in one of Hangzhou's many industrial parks dedicated specifically to cross-border e-commerce, Li Tongzi, 30, brushed off the fact that his sales of bracelets and fortunetelling accessories to the United States had evaporated. He would double down on the Chinese market, despite the narrowing profits.

"It's just a matter of whether you make more money or less," he said. "Even if we only earn 10 cents, we dare to do it."

Siyi Zhao contributed research.
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Somalia Bars Taiwanese Passport Holders From Entering the Country

The decision comes as Taipei has worked to build its ties with Somaliland, a breakaway territory that declared independence from Somalia decades ago.

The Taiwan representative office in Hargeisa, Somaliland. Taiwan opened the mission in 2020 and appointed an ambassador to the enclave, as the two territories sought to deepen ties. Joao Silva/The New York Times



By Abdi Latif Dahir
Reporting from Nairobi, Kenya


Apr 30, 2025 at 03:23 PM

Somalia on Wednesday barred Taiwanese passport holders from entering the country, in a move that the authorities in Taiwan blamed on increasing Chinese pressure on the Horn of Africa nation.

The Somali government is battling a decades-long independence movement in Somaliland, a breakaway territory in the country's north that in recent years has deepened its ties with Taiwan, causing outrage in both Somalia and China.

Somaliland declared independence from Somalia in 1991 after the collapse of the central government in Mogadishu, but it is not recognized by any government.

In a memo, a copy of which was obtained by The New York Times, Somali authorities cited compliance with United Nations Resolution 2758, a measure passed in 1971 recognizing the People's Republic of China as the only global Chinese authority. The resolution does not mention Taiwan's sovereignty status, but Beijing has long said the resolution gives it full control over the island.

The memo, dated April 22, also called the "unauthorized establishment" of Taiwan's representative office in Hargeisa, the capital of Somaliland, a "clear violation of Somalia's sovereignty."

The decision to ban Taiwanese passport holders came five days before Taiwan's foreign minister was scheduled to visit the territory, said a senior Somaliland official speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. Last week, Taiwan's foreign minister, Lin Chia-lung, visited Eswatini, the tiny southern African kingdom that is the only country on the continent that formally recognizes the island.

Taiwan's foreign ministry called on Somalia to reverse the travel ban "immediately" and urged its nationals not to travel to Somalia or Somaliland until it had.

Somaliland's foreign minister, Abdirahman Dahir Adam, called the ban "unfortunate" and "alarming."

"Air-traffic control should not be politicized in any way," he said in a phone interview with The Times.

China welcomed Somalia's decision. It was a "legitimate measure" to safeguard the country's "sovereignty and territorial integrity," Guo Jiakun, a spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry, said at a news conference on Wednesday. Mr. Guo added that Taiwan was an "inalienable" part of China.

Somalia's civil aviation authority did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The announcement on Wednesday was not the first time Somalia had imposed similar travel restrictions. Last year, the authorities in Mogadishu refused entry to a plane carrying Ethiopian officials amid tensions over a port deal between Somaliland and Ethiopia.

Beijing continues to expand its influence in Africa and isolate Taiwan in the process. Across the continent, China has leveraged its political and economic power to push governments to sever ties with Taipei.

Somaliland has recently moved to court the Trump administration after years of developing ties with Republican lawmakers and conservative think tanks.

In 2020, Taiwan opened an office in Hargeisa and appointed an ambassador. Somaliland also sent a representative to Taiwan.

A worker at a Taiwanese-funded agricultural program near Hargeisa. Taiwan has provided economic and military support to Somaliland in recent years. Joao Silva/The New York Times


Taiwan subsequently backed Somaliland's push for recognition, trained its military, provided scholarships to students, supplied medical equipment and funded roads. Senior Taiwanese officials have also visited Somaliland, including the deputy foreign minister, who attended the presidential inauguration in December.

"Our histories and our aspirations have tied us hand in hand," Ambassador Allen C. Lou of Taiwan said in an interview with The Times in Hargeisa last month.

Somalia views the growing relationship between Taiwan and Somaliland as a challenge to its territorial integrity.

This month, Somalia's prime minister made a landmark visit to Las Anod, a city in a disputed region in southeastern Somaliland. Since 2023, Somaliland has been fighting local armed militias for control of the city, leading to widespread displacement and hundreds of deaths and injuries, according to rights groups, aid workers and doctors.

Amnesty International has accused Somaliland's security forces of indiscriminately shelling, killing and injuring civilians in Las Anod. The government has denied deliberately harming civilians.

China has provided aid to the disputed region through Somalia, a decision that Taiwanese officials and some experts say is aimed at unsettling Somaliland and weakening its political standing. Beijing has also ratcheted up its messaging against Hargeisa; its ambassador in Mogadishu has met regularly with senior Somali officials.

Experts said that Somalia's decision to block Taiwanese passport holders signals more trouble ahead. "The ban gives one of the Horn of Africa's most complicated and unresolved issues, that of Somalia and Somaliland, a global geopolitical element," said Moustafa Ahmad, a researcher on China and Taiwan relations with countries in the Horn of Africa region.

Amy Chang Chien contributed reporting from Taipei, Taiwan.
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A U.S. Businessman Is Sentenced to 5 Years in Prison in China

The charges stemmed from a criminal case more than 20 years ago. In the interim, the businessman, David Lee, had repeatedly visited China without issue.

David Lee, an American businessman who was sentenced to five years in prison on charges related to a case that took place nearly 25 years ago. Louise Lin



By Vivian Wang
Reporting from Beijing


Apr 30, 2025 at 04:36 AM

A Chinese-born American businessman was sentenced last week to five years in prison in China, on charges related to a criminal case nearly 25 years ago, despite having frequently made routine trips in and out of the country after the fact.

The businessman's family, as well as a longtime human rights activist, say the case is an example of the arbitrary nature of law enforcement in China. They have urged the Chinese government to release the businessman, David Lee, on humanitarian parole, noting that he had been hospitalized for 10 days and that they believed he had suffered a stroke.

Mr. Lee's sentencing on April 23 came as tensions between the United States and China were at their highest point in years, inflamed by President Trump's tariffs. There were no signs that the case was related to the tensions, but it could add another source of friction to the relationship.

Mr. Lee was found guilty of intentional injury and "picking quarrels and provoking trouble," a vague charge that China often uses against people it perceives as a threat to social stability. In the written verdict, the judge said that Mr. Lee, 61, had been involved in three altercations in 2000 and 2001, one of which led to a man's death.

But the family of Mr. Lee, who held a green card at the time and became an American citizen in 2002, said his role in those incidents was minor. He was briefly detained then released without charges, and he assumed the case was closed, his wife, Louise Lin, said. Over the next two decades, he traveled to China nearly every month for his work as a wholesale lighting supplier for Home Depot.

Mr. Lee sometimes spent months at a time in China with no issue, Ms. Lin said. "If you know you're in trouble, of course you're not going to go back," said Ms. Lin, who lives in California.

He often returned to Hebei Province, where he grew up. That was also where he was abruptly arrested in the elevator bank of his hotel last April, while going to breakfast with Ms. Lin, she said. She said she did not know why Mr. Lee was being targeted.

Ms. Lin has not been able to see her husband since he was detained, except for once briefly when he appeared in court, she said. But she had heard from representatives of the United States Embassy, who were allowed to visit him, that he was in poor health and appeared to have lost around 50 pounds.

John Kamm, the founder of the Dui Hua Foundation, a California-based organization that works to free political prisoners in China, said that Mr. Lee should have been released on humanitarian grounds, as China has done in the past, when a person is at risk of dying. 

He argued that the sentence was too heavy, and reflected the "appalling state of U.S.-China relations." He noted that Mr. Lee was arrested while the White House and the Chinese government were negotiating the releases of other American prisoners.

Reached by phone, the judge in the case, Lin Sen, declined to comment. The Chinese Foreign Ministry did not respond to a request for comment. The United States Embassy in Beijing declined to comment.

The main incident in the case took place in March 2001, in Mr. Lee's hometown, Baoding, in Hebei. According to the indictment, Mr. Lee, after learning of a business dispute involving an acquaintance, drove three people to the site of the dispute, where they began fighting with another group, using knives taken from the trunk of Mr. Lee's car. One of the men in the opposing group was stabbed and died. Then Mr. Lee and his acquaintances drove away.

The people whom Mr. Lee drove were sentenced to prison. Mr. Lee, according to the verdict, said that he had not gotten out of the car. Other witnesses said the same.

In the United States, people convicted of driving getaway cars have been charged with murder and received prison sentences ranging from a few years to life.

The judge in China said he sentenced Mr. Lee more lightly because he was an accessory rather than a direct participant in the violence. Ms. Lin acknowledged that, since her husband had driven the car, she would have accepted a short prison sentence. But she thought five years was excessive.

The police detained Mr. Lee after the fight, but prosecutors did not authorize his formal arrest, the verdict said. He was "released on guarantee," a form of bail. (Under Chinese law, criminal suspects must be released after 35 days if investigators have not gathered enough evidence to press charges. But the investigation can remain open.)

About a month later, Mr. Lee flew to the United States.

The court accused Mr. Lee of jumping bail, but Ms. Lin said that her husband had not been aware of any travel restrictions. She noted that he had not been formally arrested, and that he started returning regularly to China around 2004 or 2005, without incident.

His lawyers have filed an appeal.

Siyi Zhao contributed research.
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Ho Chi Minh City Celebrates the Fall of Saigon

Surging Vietnamese nationalism appeared on the streets, as thousands gathered to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the end of the war.

Video: 50th Anniversary Parade Marks End of Vietnam War

Veterans and young people alike commemorated the end of the Vietnam War with a 50th anniversary parade in Ho Chi Minh City on Wednesday.


By Damien Cave
Reporting from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam


Apr 30, 2025 at 11:41 AM

Vietnam marked the 50th anniversary of the end of what it calls the American War on Wednesday with a boisterous parade in Ho Chi Minh City featuring soldiers, dancers and speeches celebrating what the country's communist leader called "a triumph of justice."

The event brought tens if not hundreds of thousands, according to state media, including many who camped out overnight for the morning's festivities.

"The atmosphere was very special," said Nguyen Thi Song Anh, 18, who joined some 12th-grade classmates on a crowded sidewalk near the Opera House. "It was important for me to feel part of this country -- and part of this history."

The scenes of celebration, with a sea of red and yellow representing the flag of Vietnam in front of high-end French and American retailers, pointed to just how distant the final day of this country's grueling war has become.

Ho Chi Minh City, also still known as Saigon, is now a vibrant metropolis of 9 million people, where skyscrapers shadow the handful of buildings with wartime history and the streets are filled with locally made electric vehicles and young people snapping selfies for Instagram.

To Lam, the top leader of the Communist Party of Vietnam, acknowledged a need for greater reconciliation between North and South but also spoke about "respecting differences." Linh Pham for The New York Times


The parade included troops from China, providing public recognition of Beijing's assistance during the war. Linh Pham for The New York Times


On most days, people will tell you the war is irrelevant, too old for concern, except perhaps as a source of gritty stories that drive the young to be grateful for what they have.

But April 30 is different.

Every year, Vietnam honors the dead and recounts how the underdogs of the North definitively defeated the French, the Americans and ultimately South Vietnam.

On Wednesday, To Lam, the top leader of the Communist Party of Vietnam, struck many of the usual chords in a speech before international visitors, which did not include the U.S. ambassador.

But the U.S. Consul General, Susan Burns, was there -- a softening of an earlier directive from Washington barring senior diplomats from anniversary events.

Mr. Lam described the conflict as a struggle for national independence and a resistance movement against French colonialism and U.S. aggression. He celebrated "the liberation of the South," which Washington has generally referred to as "the fall of Saigon."

The boisterous parade celebrates the end to what Vietnam calls the American War. Linh Pham for The New York Times


Organizers said that 10,000 people attended the parade. Linh Pham for The New York Times


Vietnam also included troops from China in Wednesday's parade for the first time, providing public recognition of Beijing's assistance during the war. However it was not a huge surprise: A video of Chinese troops at a rehearsal singing the popular patriotic song, "As If Uncle Ho Were With Us on the Day of Great Victory" had already been shared widely on social media.

Still, there were also hints of a more conciliatory approach to past enemies. Even as Vietnam grits its teeth in negotiations with the White House over proposed tariffs set (and postponed) at 46 percent, Mr. Lam noted that 2025 is also when the U.S. and Vietnam celebrate 30 years of diplomatic ties.

Reaffirming an essay he published Sunday, acknowledging a need for greater reconciliation between North and South, he also spoke about "respecting differences."

"All Vietnamese are sons and daughters of this country," he said. "All are entitled to live, to work, to pursue happiness and love."

The parade brought together many international visitors. The U.S. ambassador did not attend, but the consul general did. Linh Pham for The New York Times


The parade featured soldiers, dancers and speeches celebrating what Mr. Lam called "a triumph of justice." Linh Pham for The New York Times


Ms. Song Anh, the 12th-grader, like many others on the parade route, found the message compelling. Her grandfathers had fought for the North, but she said it was time to "overcome our biases."

"We are all Vietnamese," she said. "We all carry a sense of pride."

On Wednesday, it was on full display. Billboards juxtaposed Ho Chi Minh's gaze with images of new bridges, connecting past struggles to modern development. Families sang patriotic songs. The young and hip snapped photos of helicopters flying over Independence Palace, the seat of the South's government, which northern troops seized on April 30, 1975.

Asked if there was anything they would change, a few parade-goers spoke about the need to eliminate corruption, to create an economy that served all more equally.

But many also pointed with admiration to new buildings that would have been unimaginable in the 1970s and '80s, when the war-wrecked economy was on its knees.

"It's so emotional, to see all the development and changes happening in Vietnam," said Tran Quang Duc, 67, who had traveled from the province that Ho Chi Minh was from and wore his military uniform on Wednesday.

"I don't think anyone would want to fight Vietnam now," he added, noting that he fought the Chinese in the war that broke out in 1979. "We're strong and confident."

We met beside the Rex hotel, where the U.S. military used to hold its briefings, claiming the war was being won. Reporters called them the "five o'clock follies."

Some spectators waited overnight to reserve a spot for the parade. Linh Pham for The New York Times


People taking photos with a statue Ho Chi Minh in the background, on Wednesday. Linh Pham for The New York Times


A statue of Ho Chi Minh now stands nearby. Vu Thi Ninh Thuy, 42, gathered there after the parade to take pictures with a few friends. She said she had come out early that morning because the 50th anniversary was a singular event.

"I wanted to be part of it," she said. "I wanted to feel what it was like to live in historic times."

Tung Ngo contributed reporting.
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A Contender for the Papacy in the Mold of Francis

Cardinal Luis Tagle of the Philippines is known as the "Asian Francis." But he has been criticized for not being vocal enough about his country's brutal drug war and clerical sex abuse.

Cardinal Luis Tagle of the Philippines is on many unofficial short lists of "papabile" cardinals, or those with a good shot at succeeding Pope Francis. Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters



By Sui-Lee Wee and Aie Balagtas See
Sui-Lee Wee reported from Bangkok, and Aie Balagtas See from Manila.


Apr 29, 2025 at 05:01 AM

He never aspired to be a priest. After he rose to be a bishop, he implied that he suffered from impostor syndrome. And when Cardinal Luis Antonio Gokim Tagle of the Philippines is asked if he could become the first Asian pope -- a frequent question in recent years -- he says it is impossible.

"Thinking of myself in that position, no, no, I laugh at it," Cardinal Tagle told the BBC in 2015. "I cannot even manage my life. How can I manage a worldwide community?"

By then he had already been talked about as a potential replacement for Pope Benedict XVI. Now 67, Cardinal Tagle (pronounced TAG-leh) is once again on many unofficial short lists of "papabile" cardinals, or those with a good shot at succeeding Pope Francis. The most prominent candidate from Asia, his election would be an emphatic marker of the Roman Catholic Church's shift away from Europe to Africa and Asia, where it continues to grow.

Francis was the only pope in the modern era who was born outside Europe. If Cardinal Tagle ascends to the papacy, he would be the first Asian pontiff in modern times. (Several popes in antiquity were from Syria, which is technically in West Asia, though it is now considered part of the Middle East.)

At the Vatican, Cardinal Tagle oversees missionary work. Widely known by his nickname "Chito," he is often called the "Asian Francis" for his ability to connect with the poor, his call for action against climate change and his criticism of the "harsh" stance adopted by Catholic clerics toward gay people, divorced people and unwed mothers. He is popular for his humility, and his homilies have drawn the faithful to the pews and to Facebook streams.

But as leader of the church in the Philippines, he was criticized by activists and fellow priests as being timid about the scourge of clerical sex abuse. Those complaints continued as his profile in the church rose. Last month, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, an advocacy group, urged the Vatican to investigate Cardinal Tagle's conduct in relation to cases of alleged clerical abuse in the Central African Republic and New Zealand. (The group also sought inquiries into five other cardinals.)

Pope Francis with Cardinal Tagle in 2013. Tiziana Fabi/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Separately, in 2022, Pope Francis removed the entire management team of Caritas Internationalis, the Vatican's charitable arm, including Cardinal Tagle, who served as president. An external review had found management and morale problems at Caritas's head office.

At home, Cardinal Tagle has been faulted for not adequately addressing former President Rodrigo Duterte's drug war, in which tens of thousands of people were summarily executed.

"Had Chito spoken clearly and courageously during the Duterte administration, fewer people could have died," said the Rev. Robert Reyes, who was in seminary with Cardinal Tagle.

At the time, the cardinal was archbishop of Manila. He called for an "end to the waste of human lives" but did not confront Mr. Duterte directly.

Cardinal Tagle did not respond to a request for an interview.

Relatives of people killed in former President Rodrigo Duterte's war on drugs demonstrating in Caloocan, Philippines, in June. Cardinal Tagle has faced criticism for failing to more strongly condemn the violence, which left tens of thousands of people dead. Ezra Acayan for The New York Times


Today, Cardinal Tagle is one of five cardinals from the Philippines. Some Vatican insiders see Cardinal Pablo Virgilio Siongco David, who has a lower profile, as a potential pope as well.

When the Philippine legislature proposed a bill to make it easier to access contraception, Cardinal Tagle called on lawmakers to reject it. But he said later that he disagreed with fellow members of the clergy who threatened several lawmakers with excommunication.

"He tries to persuade people rather than intimidate them," said the Rev. Joseph A. Komonchak, who taught Cardinal Tagle at The Catholic University of America in Washington in the 1980s.

While Cardinal Tagle was leader of the church in the Philippines, Mr. Duterte frequently mocked Catholicism and insulted Pope Francis. 

Mr. Duterte has said he was molested by a priest when he was a child. Some priests, including Cardinal David, criticized his drug war. But Cardinal Tagle stayed silent. His critics often point to Cardinal Jaime Sin, who was instrumental in toppling the dictator Ferdinand Marcos.

Cardinal Tagle celebrated Mass during the National Eucharistic Congress at a stadium in Indianapolis in July. Isadora Kosofsky for The New York Times


On the issue of clerical abuse, Cardinal Tagle has said that survivors' accounts "wound" him. But he has also said that survivors should seek justice through the church's canonical process because "the victims, once exposed to the public, might also be shamed." The church, he said, should also care for "the abuser, who is definitely lost."

"This is a very Asian approach," he told the Union Catholic Asian News in 2013, "and that approach leads to healing." 

"The sad thing is that Cardinal Tagle is very much out of touch with the realities facing the sexual abuse of children by priests and brothers," said the Rev. Shay Cullen, an Irish priest working in the Philippines. He said the cardinal had told him the church was more concerned about matters like divorce.

Cardinal Tagle's approach has contributed to a culture of impunity in the church in the Philippines, according to a watchdog group, BishopAccountability.org.

Cardinal Tagle has acknowledged being criticized for "not being strong, that I don't condemn enough," but he said he took heart from Francis's example, according to a 2015 interview with Crux, a publication specializing in the Catholic Church. "Who am I to judge?" he said, repeating Francis's position on gay priests.

Born in Manila, Cardinal Tagle was raised in the city of Imus by parents who worked in a bank. He wanted to be a doctor but entered seminary after attending Ateneo de Manila, a top Jesuit university.

Cardinal Tagle leading a prayer service at St. Peter's Square in February. Yara Nardi/Reuters


Ordained in 1982 at the age of 24, he later wrote his doctoral thesis on Pope Paul VI at Catholic University.

In Washington, on his own initiative, he regularly visited a hospice for people suffering from AIDS, said the Rev. Peter Bernardi, a classmate.

He returned to Imus in 1992, where he was known to travel by bicycle or jeepney, a cheap mode of public transport. In the following decades, he was named archbishop of Manila, then a cardinal, and eventually he moved to the Vatican.

Now he could rise to the helm of the church.

Back during the election of Benedict's successor, who proved to be Francis, Cardinal Tagle wrote to Father Komonchak, asking his former teacher to "pray for me."

"I took him to mean that he was overwhelmed by the possibility of his being elected pope," Father Komonchak said. "Who wouldn't be?"

Camille Elemia contributed reporting from Imus, the Philippines, and Elisabetta Povoledo and Jason Horowitz from Rome.
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Wildfires in Israel Force Towns Near Jerusalem to Evacuate

The fires interrupted memorial day ceremonies, and Israel's top firefighter called the blazes "one of the toughest events" he has faced.

Video: Wildfires Near Jerusalem Prompt Evacuations

Israeli officials reached out to Britain, France, Greece, Italy and other countries for assistance putting out the wildfires.


By Aaron Boxerman



Apr 30, 2025 at 07:07 PM

Raging wildfires forced the Israeli government to close major roads, evacuate several towns near Jerusalem and call for international assistance on Wednesday as firefighters battled some of the fiercest blazes the country has seen in years.

The fires interrupted Israel's annual memorial day for the country's fallen, one of the most hallowed dates on the national calendar. Television broadcasts of solemn ceremonies in military cemeteries were replaced with footage of Israelis making their way to safety on foot along a major highway.

Many planned celebrations for Israel's Independence Day on Thursday were canceled because of the expanding fires and inclement weather, including high winds. The cause of the wildfire was not immediately clear.

Eyal Caspi, the head of Israel's fire and rescue service, called the blaze "one of the toughest events" that he could recall. He said firefighting planes were unable to function because of difficult conditions.

There were no reports of deaths, but the Magen David Adom emergency rescue service said its medics had treated at least 19 people for light injuries.

People evacuated as fires neared the central Israeli city of Beit Shemesh on Wednesday. Ahmad Gharabli/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a video statement that a combination of strong wind and dryness had created a "deadly combination," aggravating the blazes.

Israel has requested international aid to fight the wildfires, which were still spreading as of Wednesday evening. Officials had reached out to Britain, France, Greece, Italy and other countries for assistance, according to the Israeli government.

The Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, offered to help in snuffing out the fires, Hussein al-Sheikh, a senior Palestinian official, said in a text message. In 2021, Palestinian firefighters joined Israeli efforts to beat back a similar wildfire near Jerusalem.

Israeli officials did not respond to requests for comment as to whether they would accept the Palestinian offer.

Mr. Caspi said over the weekend -- following a smaller but still intense fire near Jerusalem -- that climate change was likely exacerbating the strength of Israel's wildfires.

"This specific fire was advancing at eight meters per second. There has been nothing like it," he said at a news conference last weekend. "When we talk about global warming, this is the reality."

Israel has requested international aid to fight the wildfires, which were still spreading as of Wednesday evening. Jamal Awad/Reuters
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Britain Joins U.S. in Strike Against Houthis in Yemen

There was no immediate comment from the American military about the joint operation, the first since President Trump took office.

A building in northern Yemen that was hit in a previous strike. In March, President Trump ordered an intensified campaign -- known as "Operation Rough Rider" -- against Houthi targets in the country. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Stephen Castle
Reporting from London


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:29 AM

Britain's military carried out a joint operation with U.S. forces against the Houthi militia in Yemen, officials said on Wednesday, in the first such strike since President Trump re-entered the White House and stepped up attacks on the Iran-backed group.

There was no immediate comment from the American military about the operation, which the British Defense Ministry said early Wednesday was carried out overnight "to degrade Houthi capabilities and prevent further attacks against U.K. and international shipping."

Typhoon jets using precision guided bombs took part in the mission, the ministry said in a statement, adding that the strike took place "after dark" to minimize the risk to civilians. The target was "a cluster of buildings, used by the Houthis to manufacture drones of the type used to attack ships in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, located some 15 miles south of Sana," the statement added, referring to the Yemeni capital.

Speaking in Parliament, the British defense secretary, John Healey, said that the planned targets "were all successfully hit and we have seen no evidence of civilian casualties." 

The joint operation on Tuesday came after Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth used the unclassified Signal messaging app to post sensitive details about a U.S. mission in Yemen, raising questions about operational security and whether American allies would be deterred from further participation.

On Wednesday, Helen Maguire, who speaks for Britain's centrist Liberal Democrats on defense issues, asked for assurances that security was not compromised by the United States. Mr. Healey answered, "Our own U.K. intelligence, our own U.K. communications systems remain secure."

In leaked Signal messages, Mr. Hegseth strongly criticized European nations, describing them as "freeloading" and "pathetic." At the time, Mr. Healey characterized the comments as a "challenge" rather than an insult, adding that on military spending "the Americans have got a case."  

Since the fall of 2023, the Houthis have repeatedly attacked commercial and naval ships in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden in a campaign that they say is in solidarity with Palestinians under bombardment in Gaza.

Britain had taken part in joint strikes on Houthi targets ordered under President Joseph R. Biden Jr., which began in January 2024. Mr. Healey said that Tuesday's operation was the first time the British had struck the group's positions since May of last year.

In March, Mr. Trump ordered an intensified campaign, which U.S. officials have called "Operation Rough Rider." American forces have since then struck more than 800 targets, the U.S. military said on Sunday.

 On Wednesday Mr. Healey said that Britain was with its "closest security ally,"  at a time when the United States was stepping up its military activities in the Red Sea. He argued that disruption to global shipping caused by the Houthis was damaging the British economy as well as destabilizing the region.

"Make no mistake the Houthis act as an agent of instability across the region, they continue to receive backing from Iran both military and financial, and even Russia has attempted to support the Houthi operations," he told lawmakers.

Recent U.S. strikes had destroyed multiple Houthi command and control centers, air defense systems and advanced weapons manufacturing and storage sites, Mr. Healey added, citing American claims that ballistic missile launches had dropped by 69 percent and drone attacks by 55 percent.
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Man Who Tried to Enter Israeli Embassy in London Charged With Terror Offense

A man was arrested after trying to enter the grounds of the embassy on Monday with two knives, the police said. Nobody was harmed in the incident.

The street leading to the Israeli Embassy in London in 2023. Henry Nicholls/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Lizzie Dearden
Reporting from London


Apr 30, 2025 at 01:18 PM

A man has been charged with a terrorism offense in London after he attempted to enter the Israeli Embassy armed with two knives, the police said on Wednesday.

The Metropolitan Police, which is responsible for law enforcement in London, said Abdullah Sabah Albadri, 33, was arrested after being seen "attempting to gain unauthorized access" to the grounds of the embassy shortly before 6 p.m. on Monday.

"Officers prevented the man from entering and arrested him on suspicion of a public order offense, trespassing on a designated site and possession of an offensive weapon," the police force said in a statement.

"He was taken to a London police station and after further enquiries were carried out he was further arrested on suspicion of an offense contrary to Section 5 of the Terrorism Act 2006."

The charge is used against people accused of preparing or attempting terror attacks.

Mr. Albadri, of no fixed address, has also been charged with two counts of possession of a bladed article, the statement added.

Mr. Albadri appeared at Westminster Magistrates' Court on Wednesday afternoon but spoke only to confirm his identity and did not enter a plea.

Prosecutor Kristel Pous said that police officers tackled Mr. Albadri after seeing him attempt to climb over a wall outside the embassy. After his arrest, she said, a "martyrdom note" was found in his pocket, though she did not give further details.

Ms. Pous said Mr. Albadri told officers at the scene that he wanted to "send a message to the Israeli government to stop the war" in Gaza.

Judge Tan Ikram said Mr. Albadri would be held in custody ahead of another hearing on May 7.

Dominic Murphy, the head of the Metropolitan Police's Counter Terrorism Command, said that the police were not seeking anyone else in connection with the incident and that they did not believe there was "any wider threat to the public."

The Israeli Embassy, in the Kensington neighborhood, has tight security measures.

In a statement, the Embassy thanked the police for preventing what it described as an "attempted terror attack."

"We are relieved to report that this attack was prevented by the British security forces and that no injuries occurred and all embassy staff and visitors are safe," the statement added.
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Finnish Leader Warns the Kremlin: 'You Don't Play With President Trump'

President Alexander Stubb of Finland, who has become an interlocutor in peace talks, says in an interview he doesn't want Ukraine to suffer the same fate his country once endured.

President Alexander Stubb of Finland has inserted himself in the Ukraine peace process in what he calls "a humble way," regularly speaking with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and also talking to President Trump.



By Paul Sonne
Reporting from Hameenlinna, Finland


Apr 29, 2025 at 10:04 AM

A day after they golfed together in Florida, President Trump said he was "pissed off" at the Kremlin and threatened to impose sanctions on Russia's oil customers.

Hours after they sat next to each other at Pope Francis' funeral in Vatican City, Mr. Trump lit into Moscow for shooting missiles at civilian areas in Ukraine. "Too many people are dying!!!" Mr. Trump wrote on Truth Social on Saturday, again threatening Russia with sanctions if the Kremlin strung him along.

It could be a coincidence. Or Mr. Trump could be listening to Finland's president, Alexander Stubb, who has emerged as a prominent voice of Europe's smaller nations on Russia's war against Ukraine.

In an interview with The New York Times on Sunday, Mr. Stubb downplayed his effect on Mr. Trump. He noted that President Emmanuel Macron of France and Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain were leading European efforts, with his role being merely to "nudge things in the right direction" and "try to connect the dots."

But Mr. Stubb's country understands the peril of peace negotiations for Ukraine perhaps better than any other. After wars with the Soviet Union in the 1940s, Finland gave up land to Moscow, agreed to neutrality and accepted limits on its military, remaining under the Kremlin's thumb to some degree for decades.

Mr. Stubb doesn't want Ukraine to suffer the same fate.

Mr. Stubb and President Trump during the Pope Francis' funeral on Saturday. Dan Kitwood/Getty Images


He declined to detail his conversations with the American president, though he said he left Vatican City feeling "a tad more optimistic" about the prospects for peace. But Mr. Trump, after their two recent meetings, has repeated almost verbatim the very message Mr. Stubb has been sending publicly: President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia will "play a cat-and-mouse game to the bitter end" and is stringing Washington along, requiring Mr. Trump to increase the pressure through "power and sanctions."

"Everyone has to understand that the only thing that Putin understands is power," Mr. Stubb said. "I mean, there's a reason why Finland has one of the strongest militaries in Europe, and the reason is not Sweden."

Russia shares an 835-mile border with Finland, and by Mr. Stubb's count, has fought 30 wars or skirmishes against the Finns since the 1300s. An ancestor of his coauthored Finland's declaration of independence in 1917, after a century of Finland's being part of the Russian Empire, which followed several centuries of rule by Sweden.

Mr. Stubb, who took office last year and previously served as prime minister, warned that Mr. Putin would do the opposite of what he says.

"That is in the soul and spirit of Russian international relations," he said.

A center-right leader, Mr. Stubb, 57, is uniquely equipped to appeal to Mr. Trump. He is a 6-foot-2 marathoner and triathlete who speaks fluent English with only a slight accent, plays near-professional-level golf -- he competed on the Finnish national team -- and brings a central-casting look to his position. He spent a year of high school in Daytona Beach and graduated from Furman University in South Carolina. He studied on a golf scholarship, becoming a self-described "avid pro-American."

Mr. Stubb giving a speech in a National Veterans Day event in Hameenlinna, Finland, on Sunday. Saara Mansikkamaki for The New York Times


Despite claiming to play a bit role, Mr. Stubb has inserted himself in the Ukraine peace process in what he calls "a humble way," regularly speaking with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and other European leaders, in addition to Mr. Trump. He says he hopes his special understanding of the United States and Russia can be of assistance.

He said he sensed Mr. Trump's exasperation.

"The president is running out of patience, and we've now seen statements which are quite tough on Putin and Russia," Mr. Stubb said. "So I just hope the Kremlin understands that you don't play with President Trump."

He said Mr. Trump's diminished patience could "actually then move things in the right direction" by forcing Russia to stop delaying.

But Mr. Trump has been known to abruptly change his public stances, often aligning them with people he has recently consulted. And despite his warnings to the Kremlin, he hasn't followed through with any increased pressure on Mr. Putin, instead aiming much of his ire at Mr. Zelensky.

Mr. Putin declared a unilateral 72-hour cease-fire on Monday in what seemed to be a response to Mr. Trump's outburst. But the measure fell far short of the 30-day unconditional cease-fire proposed by the United States and Ukraine.

In many ways, Finland sees itself in Ukraine's troubles.

The Soviet leader Joseph Stalin invaded Finland in 1939, expecting a quick conquest in what became known as the Winter War. Vastly outmanned and outgunned, the Finns mounted a fierce resistance for more than three months, attacking unprepared Soviet forces on skis and sniping them from the forest.

The war ended in a 1940 treaty that forced Finland to give up approximately 10 percent of its land to Moscow, including much of Karelia, where Mr. Stubb's father and grandfather were born. That territory remains part of Russia today.

The Finns joined Nazi Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941 to reclaim their territory, but then lost it again in 1944. Agreements followed that restricted Finland's military strength and prevented it from aligning with Western powers.

Finnish soldiers on skis during the preparations for an Arctic military exercise in Sodankyla, Finland, in February. Jim Huylebroek for The New York Times


For the next 47 years, until the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Finland retained its independence and capitalist system but remained restricted by Moscow on foreign and defense policy. Finnish news media largely refrained from criticizing the Soviet Union. The country couldn't join NATO or develop a submarine fleet.

Finland's situation gave rise to an uneasy existence of deference to a nearby superpower in foreign affairs, an arrangement political scientists labeled "Finlandization."

Though it restricted Finland's autonomy and ties to the West, "Finlandization" proved better than the postwar fate of the nearby Baltic nations, which Moscow integrated into the Soviet Union, or the Warsaw Pact countries, which were left with Communist systems that answered to the Kremlin.

"It's an uncomfortable place to be in, but it was a successful strategy in all of its discomfort," Mr. Stubb said.

Even so, he is determined not to let Ukraine be forced into a similar role.

"I would never bestow upon another state the predicament of a larger player determining some of the key elements of who you are as a country," he said, calling on Europeans and Americans to "help out the Ukrainians to lose as little in this war as possible."

Mr. Stubb spent a year of high school in Daytona Beach and graduated from Furman University in South Carolina. Saara Mansikkamaki for The New York Times


U.S. negotiators have presented their proposed outline of a peace deal, which includes U.S. recognition of Crimea as Russian territory, he said, and Ukraine and the Europeans responded with a counterproposal, which Moscow rejected.

"What I suggest now is that we need to repackage these two proposals into something which gives the opportunity to strike a deal right now," Mr. Stubb said.

Statehood consists of land, sovereignty and independence, he said, and Finland lost two of the three in the 1940s. He said he wanted Ukraine to keep all three, but accepted that it might have to make compromises on territory, reflecting battlefield realities.

"If we get at least two out of the three for Ukraine, I think it's great," he said. "But Finland will never, ever recognize any of the areas that Russia has annexed during this war from Ukraine."

He said he believed that "a little bit of creative writing" could be drafted to stop the killing in Ukraine, even reflecting differences such as the U.S. willingness to recognize Crimea as Russian and the European refusal to do so in separate annexes. At some point, he added, Ukraine and Russia will need to negotiate directly.

"Right now, politically, the key is to maximize the pressure on Putin," he said.

A vigil in support of Ukraine in its war against Russia on the waterfront in Rovaniemi, Finland, in February. Jim Huylebroek for The New York Times


He said the security guarantees for Ukraine should include arming Kyiv "to the teeth," so it could deter a repeat attack by Moscow. Then, he said, Europe should provide a primary security guarantee with a "backstop from the U.S." What that looks like, he admitted, is unclear. A leaked draft of the original U.S. proposal published by Reuters suggested that the guarantors would be primarily European, and made no mention of U.S. involvement.

Mr. Stubb's approach is a departure from that of his predecessor, Sauli Niinisto, sometimes called a "Putin whisperer."

Mr. Niinisto played ice hockey with the Russian president and cast himself as a mediator, hosting Mr. Putin and Mr. Trump for their first summit in Helsinki in 2018. Mr. Putin's invasion of Ukraine in 2022 made that approach untenable among Finns, who broadly sympathized with Ukraine's plight, and their nation joined NATO in 2023 in response.

"Times, they are a-changing," Mr. Stubb said.

The Finnish leader has shown dexterity in his dealings with Mr. Trump.

He offered to supply the United States with icebreakers, which Finland produces and Washington needs to compete in the Arctic. He has proposed that Europe buy more American liquefied natural gas to even the trade balance with Washington. He has played up his time in South Carolina, meeting with Senator Lindsey Graham, a Republican of that state, and having dinner with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, a native of the state.

And he has offered positive words publicly about Mr. Trump.

Mr. Stubb understands that for his nation of 5.6 million people, outnumbered by Russia by more than 25 to 1, foreign policy isn't a game.

"For a small country like Finland, living next to a bigger place like Russia, quite often it's about survival," he said. "So, for us, foreign policy is real. It's existential."
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Families Are Split as Pakistan Deports Thousands of Afghan Refugees

Many undocumented Afghan migrants have Pakistani spouses and have lived in the country for years. Nevertheless, the government says they must leave.

Boys arrived at a refugee camp in Nangarhar Province in eastern Afghanistan after being expelled from Pakistan this month. Wakil Kohsar/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Zia ur-Rehman
Reporting from Karachi, Pakistan


Apr 30, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Every night in Karachi, a bustling port city in Pakistan, Fatima Bibi goes to bed in fear. The sound of police sirens from the streets outside makes her anxious. She wonders whether a knock at the door might tear her family apart.

Her husband, Sher Zada, is an Afghan refugee. His family fled conflict in Afghanistan when he was just a boy, in 1992, and Pakistan is the only home he knows. Ms. Bibi's family long hoped that despite Mr. Zada's undocumented status, his close ties to the country and marriage to a Pakistani national would eventually help him secure permanent residency, if not citizenship.

But to the Pakistani government, it is officially past time for Mr. Zada to leave.

On March 31, a government-imposed deadline expired for many Afghans in Pakistan to find another country of refuge. Those without legal status who remain in Pakistan, like Mr. Zada, now face repatriation. Less than three weeks after the deadline's expiration, the Pakistani minister of state for interior, Talal Chaudhry, announced at a news conference that more than 80,000 Afghans had already been expelled.

The deportations could subject the refugees to perilous conditions under the heavy hand of Taliban rule in Afghanistan. And, if they are married to Pakistanis, it could mean leaving their families behind.

"What will happen to my children and me if Zada is taken away?" Ms. Bibi said.

Afghan men embraced in Karachi, Pakistan, before boarding a bus for Afghanistan. A Pakistani official said more than 80,000 Afghans had been deported in recent weeks. Asif Hassan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The campaign to deport Afghans coincides with a resurgent conflict with India, Pakistan's eastern neighbor and archrival. India has ordered almost all Pakistani citizens to leave the country, part of its response to a terrorist attack in Kashmir that it has linked to Pakistan. The Pakistani government, which denies any involvement in the attack and has asked for an international investigation into it, responded by canceling most Indian citizens' visas.

Pakistan's crackdown on Afghans follows years of tightening restrictions on Afghan residency. Recent U.N. reports indicate that over 910,000 Afghans have been deported from the country since September 2023.

The deportations have been motivated largely by officials' frustration with the Taliban government, which they accuse of harboring Pakistani militants responsible for deadly attacks inside Pakistan. The Taliban deny those allegations, but tensions continue to rise.

Pakistan's military said on Sunday that it had killed 54 militants trying to infiltrate the country from Afghanistan over the previous two nights. Pakistan said the militants had been "khawarij" -- a term it often uses for the Pakistani Taliban.

The Pakistani government has also been emboldened by a tide of anti-immigrant sentiment around the world. It has drawn parallels to recent deportation efforts in the United States and various European countries to justify its own campaign.

Among the Afghans facing deportation in Pakistan are those who arrived after the Taliban seized power in August 2021 and now await resettlement in Western countries, including the United States. Pakistan extended the deadline for their relocation to another country to Wednesday, after which they will again face deportation.

Their fate became increasingly uncertain in January when President Trump issued an executive order suspending all refugee admissions to the United States. The decision left thousands of Afghans stranded in Pakistan with no clear recourse.

The deportation campaign is driven by officials' frustration with Afghanistan's Taliban government, which they accuse of harboring militants responsible for attacks inside Pakistan. Asif Hassan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In October 2023, during an earlier wide-ranging effort to expel undocumented Afghans, Mr. Zada was detained. He narrowly avoided deportation only after Ms. Bibi's father paid a last-minute bribe to secure his release.

This year's renewed deportation campaign forced Mr. Zada and his family to leave their home. Ms. Bibi's father offered them shelter, putting himself at risk. At the news conference this month, Mr. Chaudhry warned of strict repercussions for anyone who helped Afghans stay in the country illegally. 

Rights groups say that the plight of refugees like Mr. Zada -- Afghans married to Pakistani citizens -- is one of the most overlooked aspects of Pakistan's deportation drive.

While no official data on the subject is available, rights groups like the Joint Action Committee for Refugees, a Pakistani civil society network, estimate that thousands of Afghan-Pakistani marriages have taken place. They are especially common in parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, Pakistani provinces that share a porous border with Afghanistan.

Such weddings are often conducted through tribal customs or informal community ceremonies. Though socially recognized, the unions frequently lack formal documentation, such as marriage certificates, making it hard for the Afghan spouse to obtain legal residency or citizenship.

Even in big cities like Karachi, Afghans with Pakistani spouses often face obstacles to formally registering their marriages or the births of their children.

According to Pakistan's National Database and Registration Authority, or NADRA, foreign spouses of Pakistani citizens are eligible for a Pakistan origin card, which would grant them visa-free entry and the right to stay indefinitely and own property. But many Afghan applicants are denied the card.

Some of the Afghans facing deportation have potential legal options for staying in Pakistan, but they cannot afford the fees. Abdul Basit/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Legal experts have told Mr. Zada that his marriage to Ms. Bibi gives him a chance, if a slim one, of staying in Pakistan legally. But the lengthy process and the high fees are prohibitive. Mr. Zada earns just $3 a day, he said.

Some Pakistanis married to Afghans have turned to the judiciary for relief from the bureaucratic obstacles. In July, a court in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ruled in favor of 65 petitioners, affirming that their Afghan spouses were eligible for dual nationality. But such cases are uncommon.

Umer Ijaz Gilani, an expert on refugee rights based in Pakistan's capital, Islamabad, said the authorities had deliberately fostered the perception that refugees had few options for obtaining legal residency or citizenship, despite constitutional guarantees and numerous rulings from higher courts.

"The core problem lies in the government's erratic and inadequate implementation of existing safeguards, not in the laws themselves," Mr. Gilani said.

Refugee-rights activists also say that NADRA withholds origin cards from applicants who qualify, often citing the need for clearance from Pakistan's intelligence agencies. NADRA officials declined to comment on those claims.

Regardless of family ties, all undocumented Afghans must leave the country, Pakistani officials said. Sanaullah Seiam/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The Pakistani authorities remain firmly committed to the deportation campaign. Officials say that all undocumented Afghans must leave the country and re-enter on valid visas, regardless of marital or familial connections. But current immigration restrictions can make it almost impossible for them to secure visas after they leave.

Mukaram Shah, an undocumented Afghan migrant married to a Pakistani woman, had been living on the outskirts of Quetta, a city about 70 miles from the Afghan border. In December 2023, he was arrested by the police while working as a porter at a local vegetable market.

Without any legal proceedings, his family said, Mr. Shah was taken directly to the Chaman border crossing and deported to Afghanistan.

"We could not even say a proper goodbye," said his wife, Palwasha, who, like many women from rural Pakistan, goes by a single name.

Her family, citing security and economic concerns, refused to let her follow her husband, believing he would return on a long-term visa. But under the current crackdown on Afghan refugees, that hope is fading.

"Every night, my children ask when their father will come home," Palwasha said, her voice breaking. "I don't have an answer. All I can do is pray."
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A Rising Democratic Star Pitches a 'Resistance 2.0' in the Age of Trump

Greg Casar, a Texas Democrat and new chairman of the House Progressive Caucus, says his party must adopt economic populism to recapture voters and effectively counter President Trump.

"Workers in this country deserve a big raise," Representative Greg Casar told union employees in downtown Denver last week.



By Annie Karni
Reporting from Thornton, Colo.


Apr 28, 2025 at 08:34 PM

When he was a 29-year-old on the Austin City Council, Greg Casar led a charge to repeal a ban on camping in the city so that homeless people would not rack up criminal records that could make it harder to find permanent housing.

Tent cities sprang up, conservatives protested and residents voted to reinstate the ban.

These days, Mr. Casar, 35, is the chairman of the House Progressive Caucus and a rising star in a Democratic Party struggling to find its footing during the second coming of President Trump. He has shifted his emphasis to respond.

"We can't be known as the party of just the most vulnerable people," Mr. Casar, the bilingual son of Mexican immigrants, said in a recent interview in an Uber en route to a town hall in Thornton, Colo. "This isn't just about lifting up the poorest people, and that's where the progressive movement has been."

Mr. Casar's goal now is winning back the working people who feel as though the Democratic Party is not for them anymore. He said that also means making economic matters, rather than cultural or identity issues, the party's bread and butter.

"I'm shifting and changing," he said. "On immigration, for example, in 2017, I would say, 'Immigrant rights are human rights.' I still believe that, but I'm now saying, 'We need to make sure that all workers have equal rights.'"

He and his team refer to it as Resistance 2.0, and Mr. Casar took it out for a test drive last week. On a school stage here in this city north of Denver, more than 900 miles away from his district, he stood beside a cardboard cutout of a Republican lawmaker whose feet had been replaced with chicken claws.

Mr. Casar held a town hall in the district of Representative Gabe Evans, Republican of Colorado, who has held one such meeting since being sworn in. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


The rest of the cutout's body depicted Representative Gabe Evans of Colorado, a hard-right lawmaker elected in November who has held just one town hall since being sworn in. So here was Mr. Casar instead, hoping to show Democrats that their leaders were working to fill the void and defeat politicians too scared to show their faces in their districts amid a public backlash against Mr. Trump's policies.

It was Mr. Casar's third town hall in a Republican district, and he pushed back on the idea espoused by veteran party strategists like James Carville that Democrats should simply keep a low profile and "play dead," letting Mr. Trump's unpopular agenda win elections for them. If Democrats don't make vast changes, he said, they will pave the way for a President JD Vance.

"A corpse is not an inspiring political leader," Mr. Casar said at the town hall. "We need to be out there picking a villain and saying, 'Elon Musk is stealing your Social Security money for himself.'"

Many attendees did not sound convinced that the Democratic Party was doing much inspiring at all. One after another, they lined up for questions and expressed general fear and pointed concern that the Democrats were not standing up to Mr. Trump in any real way. They demanded to know what, exactly, the plan was.

"I'd like some confidence that my Democratic votes are actually going to result in strengthening a system and protecting it," Deb Bennett-Woods, a retired professor, told Mr. Casar.

"It's frustrating when we feel like our Democrats -- I'm sure they're doing the work, but we don't hear it," another woman vented at the microphone.

At Mr. Casar's town hall, many Democratic attendees expressed general fear and pointed concern that the Democrats were not standing up to Mr. Trump. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


As a young leader in his second term in Congress, Mr. Casar may be uniquely positioned to answer such angst. He is sprightly -- in high school, he placed sixth at the Texas state championships in the mile and once ran a 4-minute, 17-second pace. Despite the anxiety of the current political moment, Mr. Casar presents as a sunny, happy warrior. And his roots are in the progressive populism of Senator Bernie Sanders, independent of Vermont, whom he endorsed early in the 2016 presidential campaign and introduced at Mr. Sanders's first Texas rally of that campaign.

"Isn't our party supposed to be working for the many against the few that are screwing them over?" Mr. Casar said in the interview.

Ahead of the town hall on Thursday, Mr. Casar popped up at a Hyatt in downtown Denver to meet with workers fighting their employer for an extra dollar an hour in pay that they said they were promised in their last contract negotiation.

"You deserve a raise," Mr. Casar told them, first in English and then in Spanish. "I'm here with you in this. I'm not here asking for your vote. Your vote is your business, but what I want is to make sure that we all push for other politicians to be out here with you. Workers in this country deserve a big raise."

He then accompanied them to hand-deliver a letter outlining the pay raise request to the head of human resources at the hotel, who looked uncomfortable and begged the group not to film her.

Standing with the workers, he said, was the most fun he'd had all day.

Mr. Casar delivering a letter with a group of union workers to the head of human resources. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


"It feels a lot more productive," Mr. Casar said. "I prefer to do this than just voting 'no.' So often in Washington, we just get trapped in these senseless meetings." (He likes to kick off his own caucus meetings by playing Marvin Gaye and Aretha Franklin, hoping to distinguish them from the tedium.)

Those workers, he noted in the car, may not have voted in past elections. Maybe this kind of outreach from a Democrat could change that in the next one.

Mr. Evans' spokeswoman responded to Mr. Casar's presence in Colorado's Eighth District by calling him a "defund the police activist who wants to see socialism and transgenderism take over America."

Mr. Casar rolled his eyes at that. But he said he had made a purposeful pivot to responding to the political crisis in which he finds himself and his party. It means fewer purity tests, and a bigger tent.

And it means allying himself with more moderate Democrats who represent competitive districts and emphasize their military backgrounds to get elected -- the types who would never fight for urban camping rights for the homeless.

He is on a text chain with Representatives Pat Ryan of New York and Chris Deluzio in Pennsylvania, two Democrats representing swing districts who also want the party to focus on working people and make villains out of the billionaires benefiting from Mr. Trump's policies.

"We're just talking about issues that are central: utility bills, health care bills, housing affordability," Mr. Ryan said in an interview. "We can rebuild a broad American and patriotic coalition."

Mr. Casar leads the House Progressive Caucus, a group of nearly 100 lawmakers that is one of the largest in the House. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Mr. Ryan does not love the "Resistance 2.0" framing, but he and Mr. Casar share a vision for what the party needs to be about.

"If we're resisting something, we're resisting harm to our constituents, from a big corporation or a billionaire or a corrupt government official," he said.

Mr. Casar concedes that he has made some mistakes since taking over the Progressive Caucus, a group of nearly 100 lawmakers that is one of the largest in the House. It was his idea for Democrats to hold up signs that read "Musk Steals" and "Save Medicaid" during Mr. Trump's address to a joint session of Congress. The signs were widely panned, and Mr. Casar now admits they were a bit dopey.

"Looking back on it, I think that just showing up and then leaving would have been better," he said. "We get pressured into acting like we never make a mistake. I learned that some of the things we pushed for in 2017 became too-easy targets, so we've got to change. And I learned from that speech that when the president is just going to lie through the speech, it's probably best just to walk out."

But he has been consistent since Election Day that economic populism is the right approach for his party.

After the election, when Democrats were bemoaning that incumbents worldwide lost because of inflation, Mr. Casar advised his colleagues to take a look at President Claudia Sheinbaum's decisive victory in Mexico, where a representative of the incumbent party won on a populist economic agenda.

Mr. Casar with union workers in Denver. "Isn't our party supposed to be working for the many against the few that are screwing them over?" Mr. Casar said in the interview. Daniel Brenner for The New York Times


Since then, he has participated in a "Fighting Oligarchy" rally with Mr. Sanders and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Democrat of New York. He sees himself as a team coach, and he refers to Ms. Ocasio-Cortez as "the No. 1 draft pick we've seen in my lifetime."

Jetting around constantly can take a toll, especially on a young person attempting to have a normal life. He got dinged last year for skipping President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s address to House Democrats and going to a Joni Mitchell concert instead. It has also been tough at times on his partner.

"It's really hard," his wife, Asha, a philanthropic adviser, said of the realities of being married to an ambitious politician. "Greg is my favorite, but it's not my favorite."

He knows this, but Mr. Casar uses the word "resolute" to describe his commitment to the job and the fight ahead.

"There is a level of anxiety across the country that did not exist under Trump 1," Mr. Sanders said in an interview, referring to Mr. Trump's first term. "Greg understands that the future of American politics is to do what the Democratic leadership does not understand. That is to start addressing the serious crises of working families."
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States Sue After AmeriCorps Cuts Leave Communities Scrambling

The termination of hundreds of millions of dollars in federal grants from the agency has left its programs, which address an array of needs, in turmoil.

Cuts to AmeriCorps are expected to shutter more than 1,000 programs and abruptly end the service of more than 32,000 workers. J. Scott Applewhite/Associated Press



By Aishvarya Kavi
Reporting from Washington


Apr 29, 2025 at 07:51 PM

More than 20 states sued the Trump administration on Tuesday over the dismantling of the federal agency focused on volunteerism, including the elimination of hundreds of millions of dollars in grant funding for the states and the termination of almost all federal employees.

The lawsuit called the cuts "an unauthorized decision by the administration to dismantle" the agency, known as AmeriCorps, after Congress wrote its programs into law decades ago and had funded them annually. The cuts have jeopardized education, anti-poverty and disaster recovery community service programs across the country.

"My question to this administration is: Is nothing sacred? Is nothing worth protecting?" Philip J. Weiser, the attorney general of Colorado, one of the states that sued, said in a virtual joint news conference on Tuesday.

The White House did not respond to a request for comment.

On Friday, AmeriCorps suddenly canceled nearly $400 million in grants, an estimated 40 percent of its remaining funding, according to the nonprofit that represents AmeriCorps' state and national commissions, as the Trump administration continued its rapid dismantling of the agency. The cuts -- spread among all 50 states, several territories and Washington, D.C. -- would shutter more than 1,000 programs and abruptly end the service of more than 32,000 AmeriCorps workers, said the nonprofit, called America's Service Commissions.

"It has been determined that your award no longer effectuates agency priorities," said an email to the commissions, a copy of which was reviewed by The New York Times. "You must immediately cease all award activities. This is a final agency action and is not administratively appealable."

Some states, including Alabama, California, Oregon and Wyoming, had all their funding cut, America's Service Commissions said. States experienced the biggest cuts because they get the majority of AmeriCorps funds -- about 80 percent. The programs funded by that money undergo a rigorous process to win grants, in which the groups are pitted against one another and are obligated to partly match the funds.

Many grants funded under a decades-old anti-poverty program, Volunteers in Service to America, or VISTA, were also cut, the nonprofit said, including all but two that run through the states.

The cancellation of the grants further hollows out an agency that for three decades has marshaled Americans into a domestic version of the Peace Corps, putting them to work in poor communities and providing the grants that fund modest stipends and other expenses during their year of service. Some of those workers, faced with the prospect of no further money or housing, said they were getting help from the very communities where they had been placed for a job and a place to sleep.

"Terminating nearly $400 million in AmeriCorps grants with no advanced notice is already having a detrimental impact on the vast network that makes up the national service field in the United States," said Kaira Esgate, the chief executive of America's Service Commissions.

"Thousands of people who have steadfastly dedicated their lives to serving their country through AmeriCorps are finding their livelihoods suddenly thrown into jeopardy, and hundreds of communities are losing critical services," she said.

The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Maryland, was brought by 24 states with Democratic leadership, as well as the District of Columbia. But the cuts drew even a smattering of Republican criticism.

"I support improving efficiency and eliminating waste," Senator Bill Cassidy, Republican of Louisiana, wrote on social media, "but I would have to object to cutting AmeriCorps grants like those that support Louisiana's veterans and organizations that provide crucial support after hurricanes and natural disasters."

The Trump administration had already gutted most of the rest of AmeriCorps. At the direction of Elon Musk's government-cutting team, nearly all of AmeriCorps' federal staff was placed on leave this month. The emails sent on Friday were signed by the agency's interim head, Jennifer Bastress Tahmasebi.

Mr. Musk's team also ended one of AmeriCorps' major service programs, the National Civilian Community Corps, sending home hundreds of workers stationed across the country who were working on disaster response projects.

After receiving sudden notification of the broad cuts on Friday, state commissions were slowly informing organizations that their funding had been cut and that their workers, who receive a minimal stipend and sometimes housing and money for food, could not be paid for the remainder of their service.

The loss of the grants, which are awarded in cycles, would not necessarily be immediate, and many organizations were left wondering whether they were affected.

Sarah Riley, the head of High Rocks, a West Virginia nonprofit that runs educational programs, from educational youth summer camps to college prep, spent four days in distress over the future of the group's federal funding. On Tuesday morning, she received a call from the state commission telling her that her organization's two AmeriCorps grants had been canceled.

High Rocks relies heavily on federal grants in the absence of other kinds of investment in the poor, rural parts of the state where it sets up programming. Ms. Riley was overcome with emotion during a video call on Tuesday afternoon as she thanked her AmeriCorps workers for their service.

"It wasn't anything we did wrong; I want to emphasize that," Ms. Riley said.

Alex Tran, who has participated in multiple AmeriCorps programs and received a lifetime service award from former President Joseph R. Biden Jr., was devastated to hear on Friday that his latest program was ending.

Mr. Tran has done disaster recovery and conservation work, among other volunteer work for AmeriCorps. He had recently begun a new role as part of the VISTA program that tapped into his experience and helped steward service members nearing the end of their time in AmeriCorps toward public service careers.

"Every dollar invested in the community gets more than invested back. DOGE thinks that they're looking for fraud-based abuse?" Mr. Tran said, referring to Mr. Musk's government cost-cutting team. "I'd like to believe them, but at the same time, I don't see it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/29/us/politics/americorps-grant-cuts.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Justice Dept. Firings Prompt a Torrent of Legal Fights

A series of dismissals by the Trump administration has flooded a little-known group of administrative judges who protect civil servants.

Elizabeth G. Oyer, the former pardon attorney for the Justice Department, was dismissed shortly after resisting pressure to restore gun ownership rights to the actor Mel Gibson. Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Apr 29, 2025 at 06:24 PM

Dozens of fired Justice Department lawyers are fighting their dismissals in court, part of a growing tsunami of legal cases arising from the Trump administration's quest to slash the size of the government and rein in what the president and his advisers call the "deep state."

In just three months in office, the Trump administration has carried out mass firings across the government, provoking court battles over the parameters of executive power. At the Justice Department, the dismissals have been far more targeted, going after senior career officials who have served in administrations of both parties, as well as prosecutors who worked on investigations of President Trump and the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.

More than four dozen former Justice Department employees are appealing their dismissals to administrative judges -- in what some experts in employment law consider a crucial new test of long-established law that may ultimately be settled by the Supreme Court.

Last week, Adam Schleifer, a federal prosecutor in Los Angeles who was abruptly fired last month, filed legal papers challenging his dismissal. Mr. Schleifer, who handled white-collar investigations, was informed of his ouster by a brief email from the White House -- an unheard-of circumstance for generations of Justice Department lawyers.

Former federal employees seeking to fight their dismissals must first file appeals with the Merit Systems Protection Board, where administrative judges weigh the reasons for the firings before issuing rulings. Those rulings, however, can be appealed to federal courts in Washington.

The merit board's mission is to uphold civil service protections, which are intended to ensure competence and fairness in government. Federal case law has long held that civil servants may not be fired for partisan reasons, for blowing the whistle on misconduct or simply to clear out positions to fill with loyalists. The Trump administration is now testing those precedents and principles.

In a typical year, there are about 5,000 such appeals filed by fired or disciplined federal workers. This year, there have already been more than 10,000, and thousands more are expected. The spike in cases is a direct product of the Trump administration's aggressive efforts to push the limits of employment law, raising concerns among employment lawyers that the system will be swamped by a wave of litigation.

Mr. Schleifer was targeted by a far-right activist named Laura Loomer, who branded him a "Biden holdover" on social media because five years ago he had run for office as a Democrat. After losing that campaign, Mr. Schleifer returned to the Justice Department as a career prosecutor.

In his appeal, Mr. Schleifer said he was given no reason for his dismissal, and he highlighted how unusual it was for a line prosecutor to be fired by a White House official.

The same filing did note, however, that shortly before his dismissal, lawyers for a defendant he was prosecuting -- Andrew Wiederhorn, the founder of Fatburger -- argued that he should be removed from the case because his work reflected a "woke" and "Biden" bias.

Mr. Schleifer argued in his filing that his dismissal the same month set a damaging precedent. A firing, the filing stated, "for unprecedented partisan and political reasons also undermines a bedrock principle of our system of justice: that the federal prosecutor is not a partisan political actor, but has a duty to prosecute without fear or favor."

More than four dozen former Justice Department employees are appealing their dismissals to administrative judges. Rod Lamkey Jr. for The New York Times


In another closely watched case, the Justice Department is seeking to consolidate the appeals of a number of fired senior Justice Department officials. Those include Elizabeth G. Oyer, who was dismissed as the department's pardon attorney shortly after resisting pressure from above to restore gun ownership rights to the actor Mel Gibson, a prominent supporter of Mr. Trump.

Ms. Oyer has said she was retaliated against for taking a principled position, making her a whistle-blower of wrongdoing within the department. Todd Blanche, the deputy attorney general, has denied her claims.

In Ms. Oyer's case, the department is arguing she was fired along with several other senior officials on the same day, and therefore all of their appeals should be grouped together.

"These cases invoke almost identical factual scenarios and issues of law," a lawyer for the Justice Department, Eric Daniels, wrote in a court filing that also asked for the proceedings to be halted while the judge considers their request.

In an interview, Ms. Oyer denounced what she called a stalling tactic. "The Justice Department is trying to run out the clock," she said. "They are using tactics that appear intended to delay the proceeding as much as possible and avoid providing any meaningful information."

While the people pressing these cases are fighting for their jobs, their careers and their reputations, the cases could have significant consequences for the Justice Department and the country, Ms. Oyer said.

The department's political leaders "are trying to clear the way to install political loyalists throughout the department by firing the career experts who are standing in the way of their political agenda, and they're doing it in a manner that is plainly in violation of federal civil service laws," she said. "If they are able to get away with that, they are going to eliminate all of the career experts in the department who have deep knowledge about critical issues that are facing the department and our nation."

A Justice Department spokesman declined to comment.
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F.B.I. Reassigns Agents Who Knelt During Racial Justice Protests in 2020

The move has raised concerns that the bureau is taking action against agents and analysts who were involved in situations denounced by allies of President Trump and the right-wing news media.

F.B.I. agents kneeling alongside demonstrators on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, on June 4, 2020, during a protest against police violence. Jose Luis Magana/Associated Press



By Adam Goldman
Reporting from Washington


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:18 PM

The F.B.I. is reassigning several female agents in supervisory positions who knelt during demonstrations protesting police violence in the District of Columbia in 2020, according to several people familiar with the matter.

The move has raised concerns among current and former bureau employees that the F.B.I. is taking action against agents and analysts who were involved in situations denounced by allies of President Trump and the right-wing news media. The agents appear to have been offered no reason for the decision, according to those familiar with the matter.

It comes after Kash Patel, the F.B.I. director, testified before Congress during his confirmation hearing in late January that he would not settle scores inside the bureau.

"And as I told you in your office, I have no interest, no desire and will not, if confirmed, go backwards," Mr. Patel told Senator Chris Coons, a Delaware Democrat who serves on the Judiciary Committee. "There will be no politicization at the F.B.I. There will be no retributive actions taken by any F.B.I., should I be confirmed as the F.B.I. director."

The news of the reassignments was reported earlier by CNN. F.B.I. leadership has the authority to reassign employees based on the needs of the bureau, but the decision to reassign the agents five years later is being viewed as retaliatory by former and current agents.

It is not clear if the F.B.I. has referred the agents to the division of the bureau responsible for investigating allegations of misconduct, as would be typical. Regardless, it is highly unusual for the F.B.I. to revisit conduct that had been scrutinized five years earlier.

The bureau can move employees at will as long as they maintain the same pay and position. If their reassignment was motivated by reprisal or discrimination, there are legal options for the agents to pursue.

The F.B.I. said in a statement that "it is our standard practice to decline to comment on personnel matters."

The agents told their superiors at the time that they were trying to defuse tensions as Black Lives Matter protesters descended on Washington in the spring and summer of 2020. Their decision to take a knee that June outraged former and current agents at the time, including senior executives, who also believed that the women involved put themselves and the team at a tactical disadvantage.

The bureau reviewed their behavior but found no reason to pursue a formal investigation.

The agents also said their kneeling was not intended to be a political protest, and they were not found to be in violation of agency policies or the Hatch Act, a Depression-era law devised to ensure that the federal work force operates free of political influence or coercion.

At least one of the women, a senior executive, had already been quietly reassigned before the other agents were notified in recent days that they were being moved. And shortly after Mr. Patel became director, a senior bureau official in the F.B.I. Agents Association who was involved in the episode was forced to resign.

In April, the F.B.I. suspended an analyst on Mr. Patel's so-called enemies list. The analyst, Brian Auten, was placed on administrative leave with pay.

Former and current agents have said that F.B.I. personnel should never have been deployed to protect monuments and federal property, as they were in 2020, because they are not equipped or trained to deal with rioters or mass confrontation.

A 2024 report by the Justice Department's inspector general found that F.B.I. deployments on June 1 and 3 "lacked adequate planning" and "failed to provide sufficient guidance to personnel regarding their mission and legal authorities."

The report added that the deployments, "by sending armed agents to respond to civil unrest for which they lacked the proper training or equipment, created safety and security risks for the agents and the public."
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Senate Rejects Bipartisan Measure to Undo Trump's Tariffs

Only three Republicans joined Democrats in voting to end the national emergency President Trump declared to impose tariffs on most U.S. trading partners, leaving the measure short of the support needed to pass.

Senator Ron Wyden, left, Democrat of Oregon, and Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, at the Capitol earlier this month. "The United States Senate cannot be an idle spectator in the tariff madness," said Mr. Wyden, one of the measure's sponsors. Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times



By Robert Jimison
Reporting from the Capitol


Apr 30, 2025 at 11:51 PM

The Senate on Wednesday rejected an effort to undo President Trump's sweeping tariffs on most U.S. trading partners, even as a small group of Republicans joined Democrats in delivering a rebuke to a trade policy that many lawmakers fear is causing economic harm.

The vote deadlocked at 49 to 49, meaning it failed despite three Republicans joining Democrats in favor of a measure that sought to terminate the national emergency declaration Mr. Trump used this month to impose 10 percent reciprocal tariffs.

Senator Rand Paul, Republican of Kentucky and a cosponsor of the resolution, crossed party lines to support it, as well as Senators Susan Collins of Maine and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska. But the defections were not enough to make up for the absences of two supporters: Senators Sheldon Whitehouse, Democrat of Rhode Island, and Mitch McConnell, Republican of Kentucky, who backed a similar measure this month.

"It's still a debate worth having," Mr. Paul said of the failed resolution. He noted that many of his Republican colleagues are privately expressing consternation over Mr. Trump's trade war but have carefully calibrated their public responses to defer to the president.

A subsequent procedural vote on the measure prompted Vice President JD Vance to go to Capitol Hill on Wednesday evening to cast the deciding vote to table it, formally ending the effort to challenge Mr. Trump's use of the emergency power for wide-ranging tariffs.

Even if the resolution had passed the Senate, it had no path to enactment. The White House has threatened a veto, and House Republican leaders moved pre-emptively to prevent any such measure from being forced to the floor until the fall at the earliest. The maneuver was aimed at shielding their members from politically tricky votes on the matter.

The attempted intervention by a bipartisan coalition of senators followed weeks of rising frustration on Capitol Hill, where lawmakers have continued to fret about the tariffs even after Mr. Trump announced a 90-day pause on some of them. The president's whipsawing moves on trade have prompted even some Republicans to begin pressing for Congress to claw back its constitutional power over the issue.

"The United States Senate cannot be an idle spectator in the tariff madness," Senator Ron Wyden, Democrat of Oregon and one of the resolution's cosponsors, said ahead of the vote.

He pleaded with Republicans to vote for terminating the tariffs by repeatedly pointing to an economic report from the Commerce Department released on Wednesday that showed that the U.S. economy slowed in the first three months of the year.

"A major culprit is unquestionably Donald Trump and his senseless global tariffs," Mr. Wyden declared.

Weeks earlier the Senate approved a similar resolution to block 25 percent tariffs imposed on Canadian imports under the same emergency powers. That measure has stalled in the House as a result of the maneuvering by Republican leaders to block the consideration of such resolutions.

Ahead of Wednesday's vote in the Senate, Republican leaders in that chamber had sought to dissuade their members from backing the resolution. During a weekly party lunch, Senators John Thune of South Dakota, the majority leader, and John Barrasso of Wyoming, his No. 2, privately urged their colleagues to give Mr. Trump time to see through his economic agenda without challenge from Republicans in Congress, according to an attendee.

"Many of us in this chamber have heard from constituents concerned about the economic impact of the tariffs," Senator Mike Crapo, Republican of Idaho, said. But he praised Mr. Trump's decision to pause the reciprocal tariffs on most countries, excluding China, and urged senators not to disrupt ongoing negotiations by voting to rescind the paused tariffs altogether.

"We should not undermine these negotiations by the president at this critical juncture," Mr. Crapo said.

Speaker Mike Johnson said Wednesday morning that any president, no matter their party, had a "broad degree of latitude" to deal with trade matters, as Mr. Trump is doing. Speaking at an event reflecting on the administration's first 100 days hosted by Axios, he added that he did not "think it is appropriate for Congress to jump in the middle of that and try to legislate."

The speaker said he might be open to asserting congressional authority over tariffs if he saw an "imbalance" between the powers of the executive and legislative branches on the topic. But he did not elaborate on what might prompt such action.
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Floridians Are Getting Glimpses of What Aggressive Immigration Enforcement Looks Like

Two new laws that were demanded by Gov. Ron DeSantis have entangled every level of government, unnerving residents who had long considered the state an immigrant haven.

Gov. Ron DeSantis has said that he wants to be on the front lines of helping the Trump administration carry out mass deportations. Joe Raedle/Getty Images



By Patricia Mazzei
Reporting from Miami


Apr 30, 2025 at 12:25 AM

The year had barely begun when Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida demanded legislation cracking down on illegal immigration -- before President Trump was inaugurated, and before any other state could beat him to it.

The Republican governor got his wish. And now, the impact of the state's new, aggressive enforcement powers is starting to become clear.

The Trump administration has boasted of making hundreds of immigration arrests in Florida, with the state's help. A South Florida detention center has added a plexiglass structure with rows of cots to deal with overcrowding. Mr. DeSantis and his handpicked attorney general, James Uthmeier, threatened to remove members of a City Council who initially opposed working with federal officials on immigration enforcement, accusing them of embracing "sanctuary policies."

In recent weeks, Mr. Uthmeier also seemed to defy a federal judge's order on one of the new state laws. The judge, Kathleen M. Williams of the Federal District Court in Miami, temporarily blocked part of one law that makes it a state crime for unauthorized immigrants to enter Florida. Despite the judge's order, Mr. Uthmeier told police officers that he "cannot prevent" them from making arrests under the law in question.

Such has been the tumult playing out in Florida since Mr. DeSantis signed two sweeping immigration laws in February, saying that he wanted to be on the front lines of helping the Trump administration carry out mass deportations. The measures have entangled every level of state government and unnerved residents who had long considered Florida an immigrant haven.

"I've never seen so many people so scared or concerned in 50 years that I've been working in Miami," said Wilfredo O. Allen, an immigration lawyer.

The tension has been most palpable in South Florida, which is heavily Hispanic. The region's politicians largely avoid anti-immigrant rhetoric and policies, given that about 54 percent of Miami-Dade County residents are foreign-born and three-quarters speak a language other than English at home. Of particular concern is the federal government's attempt to end deportation protections for hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans and Haitians, many of whom live in the region.

But Mr. Trump and Mr. DeSantis both handily won Miami-Dade County, flipping it red and showing how even in one of the nation's most heavily Hispanic regions, sentiment has shifted in favor of stricter immigration enforcement. South Florida's Republican members of Congress have done little to push back against the administration's crackdown. A new political group began publishing ads against some of them last week.

"Deporting good immigrants back to dictatorships is cruel," one of the ads says. Pictured in it are Representatives Mario Diaz-Balart, Carlos A. Gimenez and Maria Elvira Salazar, as well as Secretary of State Marco Rubio. All are Cuban Americans from Miami.

In a state of 23 million, it has been hard to track who exactly has been targeted by the new policies, and where. The Trump administration has offered scant details on the arrests it has conducted with Florida law enforcement, beyond saying that about 780 people around the state were detained in a major operation last week. Immigration activists worry that those arrested include people with no criminal records.

Mr. Trump and Mr. DeSantis have talked about deporting criminals. But "the rhetoric is a mismatch of what is actually happening on the ground," said Paul R. Chavez, the litigation director for Americans for Immigrant Justice, a legal aid group based in Miami.

Mr. Allen, the immigration lawyer, said one of his clients was a truck driver who was detained by immigration authorities after dumping junk at a public facility without a permit.

City after city in South Florida -- including Hialeah, which is heavily Cuban; Doral, which is heavily Venezuelan; and Homestead, which has a significant farmworker community -- have entered into formal agreements known as 287(g) to help federal authorities with immigration enforcement. Only one city, South Miami, has gone to court to argue that such formal cooperation is not required under the new state laws.

"At this point, it feels like the governor and state attorney general are trying to intimidate people so they can tell the world that every municipality in Florida has signed on to help," Mayor Javier E. Fernandez of South Miami, a Democrat whose office is nonpartisan, said in an interview.

In February, Mr. DeSantis announced that all 67 county sheriff's offices had adopted 287(g) agreements, making Florida the first state in the country to have such wide buy-in.

"This is a task force model, which will lead to street-level enforcement operations," he said. "This is the maximum participation that a local entity can have."

Chief Edward James Hudak Jr. of the Coral Gables Police Department, which signed a 287(g) agreement, said police departments were used to cooperating with their federal partners. His officers will not be checking the immigration status of crime victims, witnesses or anyone who has not been charged with a crime, he said.

"My department is going to look at it as, this is just an additional tool," said Chief Hudak, who also serves as the legislative chair for the Florida Police Chiefs Association. "We don't want someone to not call us or not say something if they're in fear for their status."

Lawyers and organizations that defend immigrants' rights say that such arrangements have tended to lead to racial profiling.

But the politics in Florida have moved steadily toward stricter immigration enforcement, starting during the first Trump administration. Mr. DeSantis banned so-called sanctuary cities in 2019, the year he took office -- and noted this year that he had done so ahead of the White House. His stance represents a sea change from when Gov. Jeb Bush, a fellow Republican who led the state two decades ago, espoused relatively liberal positions on immigration.

Even Gov. Rick Scott, a Republican who was an immigration hard-liner, later allowed certain immigrants brought into the country illegally as children to receive in-state tuition rates at public universities -- a policy that the new legislation reversed.

Under other provisions of the two laws signed in February, unauthorized immigrants convicted of a capital offense are supposed to receive the death penalty. And nearly $300 million will be allocated to help local agencies assist with federal immigration enforcement, overseen by a new State Board of Immigration Enforcement.

"Florida has been, I think, one of the laboratories for experimentation, with harsh anti-immigrant measures for years now," said Cody Wofsy, a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union in San Francisco who is part of the team challenging Florida's illegal entry law, saying it encroaches on federal duties.

In a hearing in that case on Tuesday, Judge Williams upbraided the lawyers representing Mr. Uthmeier, the attorney general, for "inviting police officers" to continue making arrests even after she issued her order.

"What I am offended by, and what I do find problematic, is someone suggesting, 'You don't have to follow that order, it's not legitimate,'" she said.

Mr. Uthmeier initially wrote to local law enforcement agencies that while he disagreed with the judge's order, sheriff's deputies and police officers should hold off on making further arrests while the case moved through the courts. He then followed up with a letter that said he could not "prevent" such arrests from taking place.

On Tuesday, his lawyers argued that the letter laid out Mr. Uthmeier's legal position. "We just don't read it as inviting violations" to the judge's order, Jeffrey Paul DeSousa, the acting solicitor general in Florida, said in court.

The judge forcefully disagreed and asked Mr. Uthmeier's lawyers to provide some kind of redress for his second letter. His lawyers asked for more time to "have further conversations with our front office," suggesting that the attorney general was unlikely to back down.
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After Nudge From Trump, Senate Sets Fast Pace in Confirming His Ambassadors

Republicans have raced to approve the president's picks to serve as top diplomats around the globe, in some cases with solid backing from Democrats.

David Perdue, the former senator from Georgia and businessman, was confirmed this week as the U.S. ambassador to China. Nicole Craine for The New York Times



By Robert Jimison
Reporting from the Capitol


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Late last month, President Trump began grumbling -- first quietly and privately, then publicly -- that the Senate was moving too slowly to confirm his picks to fill highly sought ambassadorships around the world.

Mere weeks later, Senate Republicans have vastly stepped up their pace in approving his nominees, installing nearly a dozen mostly wealthy loyalists as envoys to key countries and moving more quickly than other presidents have in the past few decades.

The flurry of confirmations -- 10 in Mr. Trump's first 100 days in office -- has already outpaced his most recent predecessors and that of his first term, and it comes as the president and his team have undertaken a broader effort to reshape the State Department and U.S. diplomacy. Unlike some of his cabinet nominees, most have sailed through with unanimous Republican support and at least some backing from Democrats.

That was the case on Tuesday, when the Senate voted 67 to 29 to confirm David Perdue, the former senator from Georgia and businessman, to be the U.S. ambassador to China.

His approval did not come as a surprise. Mr. Perdue maintains close relationships with many of his former colleagues and at his hearing earlier this month, he was spared critical questions on topics such as his past criticism of across-the-board tariffs or when he boasted about frequently moving American jobs overseas during his time as a business executive.

Instead, Mr. Perdue said he would dutifully carry out the president's agenda and, like other Trump appointees to serve as top diplomats around the globe, affirmed his commitment to project an "America First" agenda while stationed abroad.

"President Trump's America First strategy is not isolation, it's just the reverse," Mr. Perdue said during his hearing in early April, arguing that an intense focus on strengthening domestic manufacturing would enhance the partnership between the world's two largest economies. "America will be a stronger ally and partner by rebuilding our strategic supply chains at home and with our friends."

Waiting in the wings are dozens more ambassadorial nominations that the White House has sent to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, setting the stage for what the Trump administration hopes will be a rapid transformation at the top of U.S. diplomatic ranks abroad.

Most of those confirmed so far or in line to be are extremely wealthy and politically or personally connected to Mr. Trump, such as Thomas Barrack, a billionaire private equity investor who has known Mr. Trump for decades and who was confirmed late Wednesday to serve as ambassador to Turkey. The Senate also worked late Wednesday evening, voting by an overwhelming margin to confirm Tilman Fertitta, the Texas billionaire owner of the Houston Rockets N.B.A. team, as the next U.S. ambassador to Italy. 

The unusually speedy action by the Senate, usually known for its slow-moving deliberation, is a point of pride for Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader.

"We're going to continue to confirm the president's ambassadors as expeditiously as possible," Mr. Thune said from the Senate floor on Monday morning as he unveiled the slate of votes to confirm several overseas posts.

Senator Jim Risch, Republican of Idaho, who leads the foreign affairs panel, said in a statement that the Senate was moving "at a record pace" to confirm Mr. Trump's ambassadors.

The momentum began to shift after Mr. Trump expressed frustration in late March over the slow pace at which his nominees for ambassadorships were being confirmed. During a meeting at the White House with a number of unconfirmed nominees, Mr. Trump criticized the delay, prompting Senate Republicans to prioritize his ambassadorial picks over other confirmations.

Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii, has taken the lead in opposing Mr. Trump's State Department nominees and has vowed to delay their advancement. Eric Lee/The New York Times


"We're being delayed as much as possible by Democrats," Mr. Trump said during the meeting.

Although Democrats do not have enough seats to derail any of Mr. Trump's nominees, some have sought to obstruct the process by placing holds on nominations and requiring that each post be considered and voted on individually. The move prompted Mr. Trump to lash out, accusing Senate Democrats of jeopardizing national security.

"A process that should take a matter of minutes is forced into taking months," Mr. Trump wrote in a social media post late last month, adding that it was "so hard to watch as Highly Qualified and Respected Ambassadors, who we desperately need representing our Country in Faraway Lands, are purposefully meant to wait."

Critics of Mr. Trump's picks, however, argue that many are unqualified for the roles. Among them is Senator Bernie Sanders, the independent from Vermont, who has spent much of the year drawing large crowds at his "Fight the Oligarchy" tour. He pointed to the appointments of wealthy donors and billionaires as evidence of systemic corruption.

"This is just one more indication of the corruption of our campaign finance system: Billionaires not only buy elections and presidencies, they buy top jobs in the White House and important ambassadorships representing our country around the world," he said in a statement.

Senator Brian Schatz, Democrat of Hawaii, has taken the lead in opposing State Department nominees and said he would seek procedural ways to delay each pick from moving forward, but Republicans have trudged ahead through the lengthy process anyway.

And other Democrats are not inclined to try to stand in the way. Senator Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire, the top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee, has broken with her party more than any other member of the caucus in supporting Mr. Trump's ambassadorial picks.

Out of the 10 confirmed, she has backed eight. Two of those times she was the only Democrat supporting the nominee, though she was never the deciding vote. In an interview, she said she did not see supporting Mr. Trump's nominees as tantamount to backing his efforts to upend American foreign policy.

"I don't see trying to put ambassadors in positions as an effort to reshape diplomacy," Ms. Shaheen said ahead of her vote in support of Mr. Perdue. "It is in America's interest to have ambassadors on the ground who can defend American interests in countries around the world," she said, adding that she had been disappointed that during the Biden administration, Senate Republicans had held up many appointments.

When asked about the approach of her Democratic colleagues who have sought to block nominations, she simply said: "Well, you have to talk to them about their views."

Senator Chris Coons, Democrat of Delaware, a member of the foreign affairs committee who regularly meets with ambassadors, said that Mr. Trump's picks to serve as top diplomats were not as concerning to him as other foreign policy changes Mr. Trump had instituted.

"I think the biggest impact on our standing in the world has been the crushing of U.S.A.I.D., the almost complete elimination of the significance and power of our foreign aid programs," Mr. Coons said on Tuesday, moments before voting to confirm Mr. Perdue. "So they can prioritize confirming a few ambassadors, but it won't change the very negative impact on our standing in the world of his recent making."
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A Key Question Before the Court: Are Charter Schools Public or Private?

The Supreme Court's answer will determine whether a Catholic school in Oklahoma can become the nation's first religious charter school.

If approved to open, St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School would be part of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa.  Nick Oxford/Associated Press



By Sarah Mervosh



Apr 30, 2025 at 02:56 PM

The very identity of the nation's 8,100 charter schools is on the line on Wednesday, as the Supreme Court considers whether they are fundamentally public or private institutions.

If they are public, there is little room for religious instruction, as proposed by the school at the center of the case, St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School, which seeks to open in Oklahoma as the nation's first religious charter school.

But if they are private, as St. Isidore's lawyers will argue, banning a religious group from operating a charter school when other nonprofits are free to do so would be religious discrimination.

If the Supreme Court decides charter schools are private, it would most likely allow St. Isidore to open, and potentially pave the way for religious charter schools in other states.

Charter schools, which were created in the 1990s to give families more options, have long occupied a hybrid space in education.

They are like traditional public schools in many ways because they are paid for by taxpayers and free to attend.

But charter schools are also run by private entities, often nonprofits, and are not zoned, allowing students to attend regardless of their ZIP codes. And unlike at many public schools, their teachers typically are not unionized.

Today, about 3.7 million students attend charter schools, in 44 states and Washington, D.C., representing about 7 percent of the public school sector. But in some cities, like Detroit and Philadelphia, enrollment is far greater, representing a third to half of all students.

Whether they should be classified as public or private may hinge on the specifics of Oklahoma state law.

Justices will most likely consider technical issues, like how charter schools are created. In Oklahoma, a state board must approve new charter schools, a fact that many in the mainstream charter school movement argue places them firmly in the public realm.

"A charter school doesn't exist unless the government gives it reason to open," said Starlee Coleman, president of the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, which opposes allowing religious institutions to operate charter schools.

Lawyers for St. Isidore say that it was created by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa and that it is operated by a board of private citizens. They will argue that St. Isidore is a private school with a government contract.

Any ruling in favor of St. Isidore could have broad implications.

Twelve Republican-leaning states filed an amicus brief in support of St. Isidore's petition, while 18 states, mostly Democratic-leaning, opposed.
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St. Isidore, an Online Catholic Charter School, Would Be the First of Its Kind

The virtual school, named for the patron saint of the internet, would be funded by Oklahoma taxpayers and incorporate Catholic teachings into its curriculum.

The board for Oklahoma's virtual charter schools during a 2023 meeting about whether to approve St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School. Doug Hoke/USA TODAY NETWORK
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Apr 30, 2025 at 02:19 PM

St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School, the school at the center of Wednesday's case, has not yet opened its doors.

In fact, it does not have doors to open.

If the Supreme Court allows it to proceed, St. Isidore will be an online school, an alternative to traditional schooling that has been growing in popularity for years and proliferated during the pandemic.

Named for the patron saint of the internet, St. Isidore aims to become the nation's first charter school with an explicitly religious curriculum. It would serve students in kindergarten through high school across the state of Oklahoma, seeking to bring Catholic education particularly to rural areas where many families do not have access to Catholic schools.

As an arm of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa, the school would have "a strong Catholic identity," according to the school's website.

In religion class, students would learn about Catholic saints, the Ten Commandments and other aspects of Catholic doctrine, according to the website.

But other subjects may also incorporate elements of religion. For example, in science, students would learn about the contributions of Catholic scientists, like Copernicus and Galileo. Sample reading lists for high school English classes include classics like the "Odyssey" and "Don Quixote," as well as Catholic readings such as "The Place Within," a poetry collection by Pope John Paul II.

The school, which estimates an initial capacity of 500 students, would also hold two in-person Masses each year, in Oklahoma City and Tulsa.

It would be open to students of all religious faiths. But as a private employer, it would be free to discriminate in hiring by, for example, showing preference to Catholic applicants or rejecting L.G.B.T.Q. candidates, an issue that may come up in the court's arguments on Wednesday.
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Justice Amy Coney Barrett Recuses Herself in a Charter School Case

The justice will not participate in oral argument, deliberations or vote. She gave no explanation.

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, second from right, with current and former Supreme Court justices at the Capitol in March. Kenny Holston/The New York Times
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Apr 30, 2025 at 02:32 PM

When the justices take the bench for oral arguments on Wednesday, one seat will be empty: Justice Amy Coney Barrett, the junior member of the court's conservative supermajority, has recused herself from the case, which means she will not take part in the oral arguments, deliberations or vote.

The justice did not provide an explanation for her recusal, but it may have to do with her close friendship with Nicole Stelle Garnett, a professor at Notre Dame Law School who was an early adviser for St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School, the school involved in the dispute.

The two clerked together on the Supreme Court in the late 1990s, and then became neighbors in South Bend, Ind., and colleagues for many years at Notre Dame. Their families are close, and Justice Barrett is the godmother to one of Ms. Garnett's children.

Ms. Garnett has described the pair's lives as "completely intertwined."

"Amy Barrett and I have been close friends since the year we clerked together, but we don't talk about the law," Ms. Garnett said in an interview in 2023. "We talk about our kids."

She declined to comment on Justice Barrett's recusal, and the justice did not respond to a request to comment.

Ms. Garnett is not listed as a lawyer on the case, but she has been a leading voice arguing for religious charter schools and has provided advice to St. Isidore. She has also worked with Notre Dame Law School's Religious Liberty Clinic, which is part of St. Isidore's legal team.

Although justices sometimes provide reasons when they recuse themselves, they are not required to. That practice was codified in the fall of 2023, when the justices announced the court's first ethics code.

The code followed months of revelations that some justices, most prominently Justice Clarence Thomas, had failed to disclose luxury travels and gifts from wealthy benefactors.

One major question during the debate over the ethics code was when justices must step away from a case because of an actual or perceived conflict of interest. The policy is far looser than that for lower court judges. The justices each decide for themselves, rarely recuse and never have to share their reasoning.

According to reporting by The New York Times, during internal conversations, several of the justices had focused on their "duty to sit," or obligation to hear cases, pointing out that if a justice recuses, there is no one to take that justice's place.
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N.Y.C. Panel Eyes Ways to Ease Housing Crisis and Improve Voter Turnout

The panel, known as the Charter Revision Commission, may introduce ballot initiatives to limit lawmakers' power to block housing development, among other changes.

The Charter Revision Commission, which Mayor Eric Adams created in December, was asked to propose changes to city rules to combat the housing crisis. Karsten Moran for The New York Times
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Stopping individual lawmakers from blocking new housing. Making it easier to remove homes from flood zones. Opening up primary elections to all voters.

These are three ideas that New York City voters might be able to vote on in November, through proposals developed by a special panel that is seeking to address problems like the housing crisis, climate change and poor voter turnout in local elections.

The panel, known as a Charter Revision Commission, has been working for months to design proposals that would change the City Charter, a document that is often described as a city version of the U.S. Constitution. On Wednesday, the commission released a preliminary report that describes what those changes might look like.

The commission's main focus was on housing. It described changes to the charter that could make it easier to build homes by exempting affordable housing or smaller residential buildings from a costly, complicated approvals process.

The report also discusses how letting all voters participate in primary elections, regardless of party affiliation, could improve turnout and representation. And in response to the climate crisis, it says, changes to the charter could make it simpler for the city to buy out homes vulnerable to flooding.

The 103-page report is not final. The commission's administrative staff created the list of proposals from testimony gathered at public hearings in all five boroughs, in addition to research and comments submitted electronically.

Over the next few months, members of the 13-person commission will debate the ideas, many of which are contentious, and may even choose to put nothing on the ballot. But the report shows that the commission is thinking about changes that could have a significant impact on the future of the city.

"It's really about whether the city can sustain itself at all," said Richard R. Buery Jr., a former deputy mayor who leads the commission. "We're at the point where people simply cannot live here."

Mr. Buery, who is also the chief executive of the Robin Hood Foundation, an anti-poverty group, described the preliminary proposals as "ambitious."

The commission was created in December by Mayor Eric Adams, who asked it to tackle New York's worsening housing crisis. Sky-high rents continue to rise and the number of apartments available to rent is at the lowest level in 50 years, according to city data.

But the legitimacy of the commission was immediately questioned. A prior commission created by Mr. Adams, for example, was stacked with donors and allies and was largely seen as doing the mayor's bidding.

The latest commission was also viewed as a political stunt to outmaneuver the City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, a fellow Democrat who created her own commission to propose changes to the charter. Ms. Adams, who is not related to Mr. Adams, announced her run for mayor last month.

The speaker's commission produced its own report earlier this month. Election rules say that the proposals from the mayor's commission are the only ones that will appear on the ballot in November if both commissions have proposals.

The report from the mayor's commission describes in detail how individual members of the City Council can effectively block new housing developments.

The charter, the report says, could be amended to make sure that a single Council member does not have the final say in the fate of a development, possibly by creating a new appeals board or allowing the City Planning Commission to override Council land use decisions through a supermajority.

The charter could also be changed to ensure Council districts make way for enough housing by setting enforceable targets, the report states.

Annemarie Gray, the executive director of Open New York, a nonprofit group that supports more development, said she welcomed the ideas in the report.

"For too long, many of the most centrally located and well-resourced New York City communities have not built enough homes, exacerbating our affordability crisis and deepening patterns of exclusion," said Ms. Gray, who had testified before the commission.

Separately, the report describes the problem of "abysmal" voter turnout in mayoral general elections, and says that the commission received "more written testimony calling for election reform than any other subject." In 2021, just 23 percent of registered voters participated in the November general election.

The report outlines the benefits of an "open primary" system, where all registered voters can participate in primary elections regardless of their affiliation with a political party.

Last year, more than one million registered voters were unaffiliated with a party, according to a report released by the New York City Campaign Finance Board on Tuesday. Unaffiliated voters are ineligible to vote in the city's consequential primary elections.

The report also describes how city rules slow down climate resiliency projects by triggering lengthy reviews -- a process that could be altered in the charter -- and outlines how to expand the availability of electric vehicle charging stations.

Many of the suggestions are likely to meet opposition or criticism, possibly even from members of the commission. Some have indicated that they do not want to put any initiative before voters that has no chance of passing.

Opponents of the mayor, who is running for re-election, are likely to push back.

Many City Council members may bristle at the idea of losing power over development in their districts, a practice known as "member deference."

"Going after member deference is undermining the community's ability to have a vote in their future," said Ben Kallos, a former council member who represented the Upper East Side from 2014 to 2022.

His opposition to building a tower in his district to house the New York Blood Center's headquarters is a rare example of member deference not being respected. In 2021, the Council approved the development, but it still has not been built.

He said it seemed as though the commission's focus on member deference was about compromising the power of the City Council.

A spokesman for the City Council, Benjamin Fang-Estrada, said the Council would review the report. But he also said that the "report conveniently omits the role a mayoral administration can play in politically interfering in the creation of new housing," pointing to the recent pause at the Elizabeth Street Garden development.

Influential labor unions, who often push developers to make sure workers are paid well on construction projects, have also signaled their opposition to some of the report's ideas.

"Under no circumstances will we support ending member deference," Paul Capurso, the executive secretary-treasurer pro tem for the New York City and Vicinity District Council of Carpenters, said in a statement on Wednesday. "This tool has been the only shield communities and workers have against developers decimating communities for profit."

And political parties, which control the primary elections, may oppose the idea of opening voting to people who are unaffiliated or members of other parties.

Still, Mr. Buery said most of the commissioners agreed on the broad thrust of the report. Over the next several months, the commission is expected to write and refine proposals, and ultimately hold a vote on each. Then, those that are approved will be submitted to the City Clerk in the summer.
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The M.T.A. Gets $68 Billion in the State Budget. What Will Riders Get?

New York State has agreed to fully fund the transit authority's five-year capital plan. Threats from the federal government could still lead to a shortfall.

 Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By Stefanos Chen



Apr 29, 2025 at 10:01 PM

A return of the Summer of Hell has been avoided. For now.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority will get $68.4 billion over the next five years as part of a state budget agreement -- its largest ever capital plan -- to prevent the subway, bus system and two commuter railroads from falling apart.

But completion of all the projects in the budget, which was agreed to in Albany on Monday, is far from assured. The M.T.A. is counting on $14 billion of the plan from the Trump administration, which has threatened to withhold funding for transportation projects unless the state ends its congestion pricing program in Manhattan. And full details on how the state intends to pay for the plan -- largely with an increased rate on an unpopular business tax -- are not yet clear.

Now, the onus is on the M.T.A., an agency long criticized for shaky finances, to prove its critics wrong and deliver its most ambitious plan in 45 years on time and on budget.

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced on Monday night that the State Legislature would "fully fund" the $68.4 billion program, most of which is dedicated to repairing or updating long-neglected components of the New York City region's sprawling mass transit network. The list includes buying new trains and buses, replacing nearly century-old equipment and making the system more accessible for riders with disabilities and families with young children.

The approval of the plan came as a relief to mass transit supporters, who had warned that failure to maintain critical infrastructure would lead to a repeat of the service meltdown seen in mid-2017, when dangerous overcrowding and long delays, mostly on the subway, led then Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo to declare a state of emergency. Politicians and headline writers called it the "Summer of Hell."

Here is what the plan means for commuters and the broader economy.

What's in it for you?

The five-year capital plan, which runs from 2025 to 2029, is chock-full of unglamorous improvements to reduce delays and enhance service reliability. More than 90 percent of the plan is dedicated to "state of good repair" projects.

Tom Wright, the president of the Regional Plan Association, an urban planning group, said funding these projects is vital at a time when post-pandemic ridership is rebounding. The subway has around 75 percent of its prepandemic weekday ridership, with more passengers returning.

Without the investment, "we would be running right into the teeth of more frequent failures," he said, which would affect not only the 2.1 million riders who live near mass transit and regularly take it to work, but the broader regional economy that depends on that work force. Workers who rely on public transit to get to their jobs earn a quarter of all state wages and salaries, and their spending supports hundreds of thousands of other jobs, Mr. Wright said.

The M.T.A. expects to spend $10.9 billion to buy roughly 2,000 new rail cars, an order that will include 1,500 subway cars and more than 500 for the Metro-North and Long Island Rail Road. Some of the train fleet has not been updated since at least 1980, the year of the M.T.A.'s first capital plan. Another $3.3 billion will buy and support 2,261 new buses.

The plan includes $5.4 billion to modernize the subway signal system, which dates back to the Great Depression. Over the past 15 months, the antiquated system has led to an average of nearly 4,000 train delays a month, according to the M.T.A.

About $7.8 billion will fix decrepit columns, stairs and other structures across transit stations, and add subway platform barriers -- to deter falls and shovings onto the tracks -- at 100 stations by the end of the year. About $7 billion will be used to make at least 60 more subway stations and six rail stations accessible to people with disabilities.

Billions more will be spent to upgrade power substations, improve dozens of train repair shops and yards, and prevent the worst effects of climate change, by, for example, mitigating flooding along the Hudson River rail line.

The new plan also paves the way for the long-awaited Interborough Express, or IBX, a 14-mile freight corridor that Gov. Hochul hopes will be repurposed to serve residents in parts of Brooklyn and Queens.

A smaller line item in the budget is a reminder of a different challenge for the transit authority. The M.T.A. will spend $1.1 billion to install modern fare gates at 150 stations to prevent fare evasion.

Fare evasion peaked in the spring of 2024, with 14 percent of subway riders and nearly half of bus riders failing to pay. The M.T.A. said it lost close to $800 million in fare and toll evasion last year.

Fare and toll revenue makes up almost 40 percent of the M.T.A.'s $20 billion annual operating budget, a pool of money separate from the capital plan that pays for day-to-day expenses like labor and utilities. The operating budget also covers the cost of financing many agency projects, an expense that could balloon if mismanaged.

The M.T.A. has recently reported progress on reducing fare evasion on trains and buses, and plans to install harder-to-bypass fare gates at 20 stations in 2025 and at another 20 the following year. That is in addition to a range of other strategies, including hiring guards to watch turnstiles, adding fare-enforcement teams at bus stops and maintaining increased police presence throughout the subway.

The challenges ahead

The budget is "incredibly short on details," especially as it pertains to the M.T.A., said Ana Champeny, the vice president for research at the Citizens Budget Commission, a civic watchdog group.

One of the biggest concerns, she said, is whether the Trump administration will contribute the $14 billion that the M.T.A. has factored into its calculations.

Sean Duffy, the secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation, has threatened to withhold approvals and funding for transportation projects in the state if Ms. Hochul does not kill New York City's congestion pricing toll program by May 21.

President Trump has vowed to end congestion pricing, claiming, without evidence, that it is harmful to the local economy.

Such an intervention could force the Legislature to revisit the budget later this year, leaving the M.T.A. with few options.

"You either have to spend less, or go back to the same pots of money," Ms. Champeny said.

A payroll tax is one of those funding sources that officials have leaned on. Much of the capital plan, about $30 billion, will be paid for with an increase to the payroll mobility tax, an unpopular levy on businesses in New York City and surrounding counties that use mass transit. Companies with a payroll of over $10 million will shoulder a higher rate while the tax on smaller businesses will stay the same or decrease.

The payroll tax was last increased for New York City businesses just two years ago to raise funding for the M.T.A., and there would most likely be limited political will to raise it again.

The increased scrutiny from Washington has, in at least one instance, helped ease the M.T.A.'s budget needs. About $1.2 billion that would have been used for the reconstruction of Pennsylvania Station will instead be applied to other transit projects, now that the Trump administration has declared it will take over the transit hub's renovation.

Ms. Hochul is also expecting the M.T.A. to come up with $3 billion in "savings" to fund the capital plan, which would require the authority to find up to $150 million in annual recurring savings and borrow against it in the bond market.

In a statement, Avi Small, a spokesman for the governor, said Ms. Hochul "has shown she'll go toe-to-toe with Donald Trump to fight for every possible dollar of transit funding," adding that it is up to Republican members of New York's congressional delegation to fight for their constituents who rely on the M.T.A.

A spokesman for the M.T.A. did not respond to questions about the budget, but said the plan is expected to be discussed at a board meeting on Wednesday.
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New York Bans Smartphones in Schools, Joining National Movement

Gov. Kathy Hochul argued that the "bell-to-bell" ban -- which restricts the devices during class, lunch and other parts of school -- would help prevent disruption and cyberbullying.

Some students have expressed doubts about a ban on cellphones at schools. Yana Paskova for The New York Times



By Troy Closson



Apr 29, 2025 at 09:19 PM

New York will require schools statewide to ban smartphone use during school hours, joining a national movement aimed at preventing compulsive social media use and distractions that interfere with school work, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced this week.

In more than 700 districts including New York City, school leaders will be required to create plans to store students' smartphones "from bell to bell" and prevent their "unsanctioned use" during class, lunch and other parts of the school day.

The ban, which applies to students in kindergarten through 12th grade, will also restrict other "internet-enabled personal devices" such as smartwatches. The ban will not apply to basic cellphones that lack internet access, state officials said.

New York will join roughly a dozen other states including California, Florida, Louisiana and Virginia that have moved in recent years to require districts to limit phone use, though the policies vary. Some states have banned devices only during classes; others have ordered districts to create their own restrictions.

The bipartisan movement to crack down on phones has been fueled by anxiety over the consequences of an "always online" youth culture. Today, about 90 percent of U.S. teenagers own a smartphone, surveys show. Nearly one in three 8-year-olds have a smartphone.

These bans come as policymakers are searching for solutions to soaring rates of depression, anxiety and self-harm among adolescents in the past decade. The U.S. surgeon general in the Biden administration warned last year that the addictive nature of social media could be part of the crisis, especially for young girls, though research on the issue is nuanced and mixed.

In New York, Ms. Hochul said that she had begun to consider restrictions after hearing stories from students about the negative effects of social media.

School smartphone bans are broadly popular and backed by nonprofit child advocacy groups and the teachers' unions for the state and New York City. More than 60 percent of voters -- including majorities of Democrats, Republicans and independents -- support a state prohibition, according to a poll this month from the Siena College Research Institute.

Districts are expected to create plans to restrict phone use by the start of next school year. The state, which announced the ban as part of its $254 billion preliminary budget deal, will also make roughly $13 million available to those districts that need help buying storage for devices, state officials said.

Ms. Hochul has argued that the bell-to-bell approach would be farther reaching than many other states' restrictions, and compared the move to previous national efforts to safeguard children from harms like cigarettes, alcohol and drunken driving.

"Now, we're protecting them from addictive technology designed to hijack their attention," the governor said on Monday. "Cellphones have dragged too many of our kids into dark places."

The rise of smartphones and social media has brought new challenges for teachers: Students sometimes make TikTok videos in cafeterias, browse Instagram in bathroom stalls and field texts from their parents in class. Significant numbers of students face bullying or harassment online, surveys show, and those virtual conflicts can seep into school.

Ms. Hochul's plan directs schools to provide a method for parents to contact their children if needed and to allow "common-sense exemptions" from the ban, including for children using phones for translation or for students with disabilities who might need a device for medical reasons, state officials said.

Many schools across the state already restrict cellphone use in some form. In New York City, some middle schools ask children to place their phones in cubbies at the side of their classrooms. High schools sometimes hand out locked fabric pouches for phones, which students then keep in their backpacks.

The governor's announcement followed a failed effort to restrict phone use in all New York City schools. The former schools chancellor, David C. Banks, was poised to announce a ban last summer, but it was called off amid a disagreement with Mayor Eric Adams.

Many school leaders who have banned cellphone use have reported benefits such as increased student participation in class. Thomas Barwick/Getty Images


For years, New York City students had been prohibited from bringing their phones to school, but the rule was reversed a decade ago in part because of concerns that students who commuted long distances by train and bus needed access to their phones for safety reasons.

Today, critics worry that cutting off students from their phones could hurt those with jobs or babysitting duties for younger siblings. Some parents fear being unable to quickly reach their children in a crisis, such as a school shooting. Groups of principals argue that the details of a ban -- such as whether to permit phone use at lunch -- should be left to schools.

The New York Civil Liberties Union expressed concern that the move would place "students at an increased risk of police searches and surveillance," and suggested that investing in private counseling and medical services would do more to boost mental health.

Ms. Hochul had previously said that schools would be required to report on the rollout of the ban, including any disparities in enforcement.

The restriction has many backers. Melinda Person, the president of the state teachers' union, said the bell-to-bell policy would stop students from "counting down minutes in each class for a few moments of screen time during passing periods."

Many school leaders who have banned cellphone use have reported benefits such as increased student participation in class. National reviews, though, show mixed results related to behavioral problems and academics.

Educators and students point out that smartphones are not always the source of classroom distraction.

Studies show that computer use in class can negatively affect learning, and teachers say it can make it harder to hold student attention. But even in early grades, district-issued laptops and tablets have become an increasingly common part of the school day.
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The Six Triple Eight: Black, Female Soldiers Honored for World War II Success

The women were sent to Europe to clear a backlog of 17 million pieces of mail waiting to be sent to U.S. troops.

An undated photograph of members of the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, an all-female, all-Black unit formed during World War II. National Archives, via Associated Press



By Karoun Demirjian
Reporting from Washington


Apr 29, 2025 at 11:29 PM

The only all-Black, all-female Army battalion to serve in Europe during World War II was awarded Congress's highest honor on Tuesday, in a celebration of the type of diversity that has come under assault by the Trump administration.

The unit, the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion -- known as the Six Triple Eight -- deployed to England in 1945 to clear a backlog of 17 million letters and packages. The mail was considered critical to maintaining U.S. soldiers' morale during some of the most grueling and bloody chapters of the war.

The members of the 855-woman battalion were given six months to complete the mission, knowing that if they failed -- as some military leaders believed they would -- the future of Black women in the military might be doomed. They finished in three, working around the clock, processing up to 65,000 pieces of mail in each eight-hour shift, and creating a card-based index of over seven million military serial numbers to ensure that mail addressed to people with similar names would go to the correct recipient.

Today, the battalion has only two surviving members: Fanny McClendon, 101, and Anna Mae Robertson, 104. While they watched from home, about 300 descendants of members of the battalion gathered in the Capitol's Emancipation Hall -- named after the enslaved people who helped construct the building -- to witness a ceremony honoring the unit's legacy.

Representative Gwen Moore, Democrat of Wisconsin, speaking during the ceremony at the Capitol on Tuesday.  Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times


"We're honored to host you and to celebrate these exceptional women," Speaker Mike Johnson, a Louisiana Republican who is a close ally of President Trump, said as he presented the award to the descendants of Lt. Col. Charity Adams, who as an Army major led the 6888th Battalion.

"What a testament this is to the enduring impact of the remarkable women we honor today," he added.

Over the last several decades, the battalion and Colonel Adams have been recognized in various ways. Most prominently, an Army installation in Virginia named for the general who led the Confederate Army during the Civil War was renamed in 2023 in honor of Colonel Adams and another African American military leader.

Congress created a Naming Commission in 2021 as part of an annual defense bill, tasking it with divining a plan to remove Confederate names from Defense Department assets, including military bases.

But the effort to recognize the 6888th Battalion with Congress's highest honor was a yearslong struggle that only recently came to fruition.

The medal for the battalion was approved by statute in 2022, when Democrats controlled both chambers of Congress. The bipartisan legislation that ultimately cemented the award was written by a Republican senator, Jerry Moran of Kansas, and passed both chambers of Congress unanimously.

The Congressional Gold Medal presented to the unit.  Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times


At the ceremony on Tuesday, Mr. Moran described the women of the 6888th as "soldiers who went above and beyond their duty."

"They broke barriers that should never have existed and defied odds that were stacked against them," he said, adding that the medal was part of an effort to give the women the respect and recognition they deserved during their lifetimes.

There was little mention of how the Trump administration, particularly the Pentagon, has rolled back similar efforts in recent months.

Almost immediately after Mr. Trump took office and issued executive orders mandating the erasure of diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives in the federal government, the Air Force removed training material with references to the Tuskegee Airmen, the all-Black aviation unit that served in World War II. After an outcry from some members of Congress, and a direct appeal from Senator Katie Britt, Republican of Alabama, the move was reversed.

Weeks later, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth began reviving the old names of the military bases. In March, Fort Liberty in North Carolina again became Fort Bragg. This month, Fort Moore in Georgia was renamed Fort Benning. Both now honor soldiers who happened to have the same last names as the Confederate generals.

While those moves were not specifically named, some of the Democrats who spoke at the ceremony alluded to the fact that efforts to prioritize, expand and recognize the history of diversity were under attack.

"We reject any efforts now to erase this history, and that is why this bipartisan ceremony, is so particularly important," said Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the minority leader.

"While there's much that divides our country today, there's even more that joins us together," said Representative Gwen Moore, Democrat of Wisconsin, who spearheaded the medal effort in the House. "Like a commitment to service, a commitment to doing something bigger than yourself."

Congress has awarded its gold medal nearly 200 times, and recipients have included a range of people, including George Washington and the Wright Brothers.

The award has been given to several veterans and survivors of World War II, including the Navajo Code Talkers, Chinese American and Filipino veterans, and women known as Rosie the Riveters who filled labor shortages, building weapons for the war effort.
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Harvey Weinstein Pushed, Grabbed and Then Attacked, Witness Testifies

Miriam Haley is the first to testify of the three women whose accusations are at the center of the disgraced producer's retrial on sex abuse charges.

Harvey Weinstein faces charges of first-degree criminal sexual act and third-degree rape in his New York retrial after his earlier conviction there was overturned. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Hurubie Meko



Apr 30, 2025 at 05:58 PM

It was the summer of 2006, the night before they were scheduled to go to a premiere in Los Angeles, when Harvey Weinstein invited Miriam Haley to his apartment in SoHo.

Ms. Haley had spent three weeks as a production assistant on one of Mr. Weinstein's television shows and felt she could not refuse, she told jurors in Manhattan on Wednesday.

But as she sat on a couch next to him, he lunged, she said. He overwhelmed her with kisses and groping. When she refused his advances and stood, he followed, she recalled, and kept "grabbing me and pushing me with his body." She was backed into a bedroom and fell onto a bed, where every time she tried to get up, he forced her back down.

"My brain was calculating what the best course of action was for me in that moment," Ms. Haley told the jury, at times speaking through tears. "I decided the smartest thing to do -- safest, rather -- is to check out, endure it and have it over with and leave."

Ms. Haley met Mr. Weinstein at a 2004 premiere in London, where she was living at the time. Two years later she reconnected with Mr. Weinstein in France and found work with his company.  Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


It was the second day of testimony for Ms. Haley, who was being questioned by a prosecutor with the Manhattan district attorney's office. She is the first to testify of the three women whose accusations are at the center of Mr. Weinstein's retrial in New York.

Mr. Weinstein, 73, was convicted in 2020 of sex crimes and sentenced to 23 years in prison. Last year, New York's highest court overturned that conviction in a 4-3 decision that said Mr. Weinstein had been deprived of a fair trial when prosecutors were allowed to call witnesses who said he had assaulted them, but whose accusations were not backed by physical evidence and were not the basis for any of the charges.

The court ordered a new trial, and he again faces charges of first-degree criminal sexual act and third-degree rape. The prosecution is based on complaints by Ms. Haley, who worked for his company as a television production assistant, and by Jessica Mann, an aspiring actress. Mr. Weinstein is also newly charged with sexually assaulting Kaja Sokola, a model who has accused him of attacking her in a Manhattan hotel in 2006.

Mr. Weinstein has pleaded not guilty and his lawyers have said that his interactions with all of the women were consensual. He also faces prison in California after being convicted of similar crimes there.

Ms. Haley's testimony is expected to last for days. She will be cross-examined by a defense team armed with transcripts of her earlier telling of her interactions with Mr. Weinstein.

As she spoke on Wednesday, Mr. Weinstein sat listening, at times with his left arm resting on the back of his wheelchair.

Describing that night in 2006 to jurors, Ms. Haley said she feared that the hulking producer's actions could turn from forceful to violent. When she told him she was on her period and had a tampon in, he found it and "yanked it out," she said, before he forcibly put his mouth on her vagina.

She thought, "I'm getting raped. This is what it is," she told the jury.

Ms. Haley had first met the former Hollywood titan at a 2004 premiere in London, where she was living at the time, she said. Two years later, she reconnected with Mr. Weinstein in France.

She saw him at the Cannes Film Festival and asked him whether there were any opportunities at the Weinstein Company, his production firm in New York, she said. Mr. Weinstein invited her to a hotel for what Ms. Haley believed was a business meeting, she said. There, he commented on her legs, she said, and asked her for a massage.

The interaction made her feel embarrassed, she told jurors Tuesday, and as she left the hotel, she burst into tears.

Throughout her testimony, Ms. Haley was asked if she had felt romantic or sexual attraction to Mr. Weinstein at the time, to which she repeatedly said no. "I always made it clear that I wasn't interested in him that way," she testified on Wednesday.

Mr. Weinstein did find her a post working on his reality show "Project Runway," she said. But his advances continued, she said. She said she had worked on the tail end of the season, about two to three weeks, and had been paid in cash.

During that time, Ms. Haley testified that she had some meetings and interactions with Mr. Weinstein that left her feeling respected. Others, she said, left her shaken.

At one point in 2006, after she had declined an invitation to travel with him to Paris on a private jet to go to fashion shows, he became insistent, she said. After calling her and messaging her repeatedly, he appeared unannounced at her apartment in Manhattan and barged inside, she said. He continued to request that she accompany him on the trip, she told the jurors.

Eventually, she told him, "I heard about your reputation with women," in an attempt to get him to leave, she testified on Tuesday. Mr. Weinstein departed, she said, seeming "offended" and upset.

After these episodes, Ms. Haley still met Mr. Weinstein on the day that he bought her a ticket to Los Angeles.

Last week, Ms. Haley's former roommate told jurors about how Ms. Haley, seeming "very shaken and distraught and frightened," told her that she had been assaulted by Mr. Weinstein.

Ms. Haley's demeanor changed in the weeks and months afterward, said the woman, Elizabeth Entin.

She had previously had a "zest for life," Ms. Entin said. After her encounter with Mr. Weinstein, she spent more time in her bedroom and "seemed to enjoy things a lot less," Ms. Entin said.

Ms. Haley told jurors on Wednesday that after the episode that July, she felt disgusted, embarrassed and disbelieving. She decided against contacting the police because she felt Mr. Weinstein was too powerful and was worried that the police would focus on the fact that she was working without a proper visa, she said.

Several weeks later, she agreed to meet Mr. Weinstein at a hotel, thinking they would speak in the bar, she said. But when she arrived, she was told to meet him upstairs in a room, where he pulled her to the bed and had intercourse with her while she "lay there like a dead fish," feeling stupid, she said.

Still, Ms. Haley said she had stayed in touch with Mr. Weinstein, asking to meet with him to pitch ideas and signing emails with comments like "lots of love" -- a point Mr. Weinstein's lawyers highlighted during the last trial as evidence of an amicable relationship.

Ms. Haley said Wednesday that she had felt trapped and had hoped to gain at least some professional benefit from the ordeal.

"I was desperate for work," she said.

In 2017, after learning of allegations of sexual misconduct by Mr. Weinstein, she decided to tell her story.

"It felt more important, because it wasn't just about me and I did want to support others," Ms. Haley said.
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Illinois Town Grieves After Car Slams Through Building, Killing 4 Young People

The car veered off a road and through a field, crashing into a center where children were cared for after school. The dead ranged in age from 7 to 18.

Emergency workers at the scene of a crash in Chatham, Ill., on Monday. WCIA, via Associated Press



By Julie Bosman



Apr 29, 2025 at 08:10 PM

Patrick McCarthy, the village manager in Chatham, Ill., was at his office on Monday afternoon when he heard the wails of so many sirens in his town of 14,000 people that he knew something was terribly wrong.

When he and a co-worker rushed to the scene a few blocks away, they saw what appeared to have been a violent and inexplicable accident: A car had plowed through a field, avoiding trees and pillars, and crashed through an after-school center. Three children and one teenager, ranging in age from 7 to 18, were killed.

"Hopefully that's what it was, an accident," Mr. McCarthy said. "Today we're just kind of going through and trying to figure out what do we do next after something like this happens."

The Illinois State Police said on Tuesday that the driver of the vehicle was a 44-year-old resident of Chatham.  The resident is not in custody, the police said, and the cause of the crash remains under investigation. Calls to the resident's home went unanswered on Tuesday.

Toxicology reports are pending, the authorities said, adding that the crash did not initially appear to be a "targeted attack."

In Chatham, a bedroom community about a 20-minute drive from the state capital of Springfield, residents wrestled on Tuesday with grief and horror over the crash. Y.N.O.T. Outdoors, the operator of the after-school program, was well known in town as a popular place for afternoon child care and summer camp, allowing parents with jobs to juggle work and family responsibilities.

On Facebook, Jamie Loftus, the founder and executive director of the center, described what he understood to have happened. Security cameras recorded the vehicle speeding toward the building, he said, "with no apparent attempt to alter its direction."

The vehicle drove into the east wall of the building, continued through the building and burst out its west wall, across a gravel road. It finally crashed into a ballpark fence.

"I cannot gather the words to express much of anything that will make sense in print," he said in a statement. "However, I do know that our families who suffered loss and injury today are hurting very, very badly."

The Sangamon County Coroner identified the victims of the crash as 7-year-old Kathryn Corley of Chatham; 7-year-old Alma Buhnerkempe of Chatham; 8-year-old Ainsley Johnson of Chatham; and 18-year-old Rylee Britton of Springfield.

Jennifer Walston and her daughters placed flowers and stuffed animals at the site of the crash on Tuesday. John O'Connor/Associated Press


Galen Johnson, Ainsley's grandfather, wrote in a Facebook post: "Words alone cannot express the pain we in the Johnson family are feeling with the loss of granddaughter Ainsley Grace Johnson."

Braelynn Finley, 20, a college student at Bradley University, works at Y.N.O.T. in the summers and said she was an employee at the after-school program several years ago.

She knew all four of the victims. Ainsley was "so funny, she never failed to make any of us laugh," Ms. Finley said. Kathryn was quiet and sweet. Alma was always wearing University of Illinois T-shirts, the place she wanted to go to college someday.

The three girls loved to sit together, color and make bracelets, she said.

"I can't even put them into words," Ms. Finley said. "They were the kindest girls ever."

The center was a boisterous, chaotic place, where children who were happy to be out of school played games, did their homework and watched movies on rainy days, she said.

On Tuesday, outside the after-school center, tire marks could be seen on the lot where the car drove before striking the building. Flowers were placed in front of the wall that the car drove through, which is now boarded up.

Around town, residents were wearing red -- the school district's color -- in support of the victims.

After the crash, several children were taken to hospitals. Children who were unhurt were transported on three buses to the Chatham Baptist Church, a short drive down the road.

Ahron Cooney, the senior pastor, said in an interview that he hurried to the church when he heard that the after-school building had been hit, along with other staff members, deacons and their spouses.

Children and teenagers were ushered into the gym, and parents were allowed into the church sanctuary. Nurses treated minor scrapes and bruises on the children.

One by one, frantic parents were reunited with their children, he said, and pastors counseled the families whose children had been killed.

"It's tough in those moments, because what can you really say?" he said. "There's very few words that matter to people in that much pain in that moment."

At his church, Pastor Cooney said, they call it "a ministry of presence," offering the grief-stricken comfort in the fact that other people are at their side.

"We live in a broken world," he said, "and sometimes bad stuff happens that we just have no answers for."

Susan C. Beachy contributed research. Carly Gist contributed reporting from Chatham, Ill.
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As Strike Looms, N.J. Transit Riders Are Warned to Prepare for 'Chaos'

Tens of thousands of New Jersey commuters are being told that they may need to work from home if train engineers go on strike.

A rail strike would be the first in New Jersey in more than 40 years. Bryan Anselm for The New York Times



By Patrick McGeehan



Apr 30, 2025 at 07:13 PM

Just as the post-pandemic return to offices in New York City has achieved sustained momentum, tens of thousands of commuters from New Jersey are being warned that they may need to work from home if train engineers go on strike in mid-May.

Amid strained negotiations with the union that represents its train drivers, New Jersey Transit began telling its customers on Wednesday to prepare for a shutdown of the statewide rail service as soon as May 16. It would be the first such strike in New Jersey in more than 40 years.

The agency laid out a contingency plan that involves substituting buses for some of the trains that carry 70,000 commuters into Manhattan on a typical weekday. But Kris Kolluri, the new chief executive of New Jersey Transit, said that supplemental bus service, from four "park and ride" lots around the state, could carry only about 20 percent of the daily train riders.

"Buses can never satisfy the demand we have on trains," Mr. Kolluri said, adding that each bus holds about 100 passengers, compared with 1,000 on an average train. "Those folks who have the ability to work from home during the strike should plan to do so."

Mr. Kolluri, who took over the agency in January, has been trying for weeks to work out a new contract with the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, which represents about 460 New Jersey Transit engineers. Last month, the two sides announced that they had reached a deal, but in mid-April the rank-and-file engineers overwhelmingly rejected the terms.

That rejection started a 30-day countdown to a May 16 strike deadline. Beginning on that date, a Friday, the agency advised its customers to work from home if they can and to limit their use of the rail system to "essential purposes only."

The contingency plan would go into effect on the following Monday, May 19, Mr. Kolluri said. He said that announcing the plan was not a negotiating tactic.

"We have an obligation to tell our riders what is about to happen on the system," he said. "Two weeks is not a long time for people to start thinking about how they're going to deal with this."

N.J. Transit said that a shutdown of the rail system would "create the potential for overcrowding" on its bus and light rail systems and would significantly increase congestion on the state's highways. Commuters who opt to drive into Manhattan in the event of a rail strike would face the city's new congestion pricing toll, which charges most drivers $9 to enter the zone below 60th Street.

Mr. Kolluri said that Congress could intervene to prevent or stop a strike under the federal Railway Labor Act, whose purpose is to protect interstate commerce. But the impasse has already been mediated by two Presidential Emergency Boards appointed last year by Joseph R. Biden Jr.

Negotiations resumed on Wednesday morning and are expected to continue next week, but Mr. Kolluri did not sound hopeful, referring to the "chaos the union is intent on creating."

Tom Haas, the union's general chairman, said in an interview that the union did not want to go on strike but could not accept a contract that left its members underpaid compared with their peers at other passenger railroads. He said the union would present a counteroffer to N.J. Transit on Monday.

Last week, Mr. Kolluri rescinded the agency's previous offer, which he said would have provided annual salaries of $172,000 on average, up from about $135,000 now. "The union voted down an agreement that was negotiated in good faith," he said.

Mr. Kolluri said that the engineers' demand of a 14 percent wage increase would cost taxpayers and N.J. Transit $1.363 billion between July 2025 and June 2030. "That's $684 million more than the contract proposal union members voted down on April 15," the agency said.

In a fact sheet posted on its website, the agency said that acceding to the union's demands would require either "drastic reductions to service systemwide," a fare increase of 17 percent or a 27 percent increase in the Corporate Transit Fee, a tax on businesses that the state legislature approved last year to bridge a large gap in the agency's budget. N.J. Transit raised fares 15 percent systemwide last year to help fill that gap.

Union officials said that those estimates were wildly inflated and that the contract they were seeking would cost the agency only about $250 million.

"Our members are angry," Mr. Haas said after his members voted down the agreement reached in March. "I, along with other N.J. Transit engineers, have kept the trains moving, but we have gone without a raise since 2019, during a period of high inflation and throughout the pandemic that claimed some of our co-workers."

The engineers' union is the only one of 15 unions that represent N.J. Transit workers that did not accept the agency's proposal for a contract that ran through June 2024. That agreement provided a total wage increase of 12 percent over four years.

Most of N.J. Transit's unions also agreed to a contract that offered 3 percent annual raises through June 2027. The agreement the engineers' union had reached last month included a 4 percent raise for the year starting July 1, 2027.
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Andy Bey, Jazz Singer Renowned for His Vocal Range, Dies at 85

An admirer of Nat King Cole, he began as a child performer and as part of a family trio before emerging as a master of the American songbook.

Andy Bey performing in 2004. The sheer reach of his voice, and his expert control over it, could astound audiences. Christian Rose/Roger Viollet, via Getty Images



By Clay Risen



Apr 29, 2025 at 11:22 PM

Andy Bey, a jazz singer, pianist and composer whose silky, rich bass-baritone and four-octave vocal range placed him among the greatest interpreters of the American songbook since Nat King Cole, his role model, died on Saturday in Englewood, N.J. He was 85.

His nephew, Darius de Haas, confirmed the death, at a retirement home.

Mr. Bey's life in jazz spanned more than 60 years, from his early days as a child prodigy singing in Newark and at the Apollo Theater in Harlem to a late-career run of albums and lengthy tours that kept him active well into his eighth decade.

The sheer reach of his voice, and his expert control over it, could astound audiences. Not only could he climb from a deep baritone to a crisp tenor, but he could also do it while jumping ahead of the beat, or slowing to a crawl behind it, giving even well-worn songs his personal stamp.

At a typical show, he might start out singing and playing piano, alongside a bassist and drummer, then, over the course of the set, sometimes singing without piano and sometimes play the piano alone.

Mr. Bey performed as part of the Charlie Parker Jazz Festival at Marcus Garvey Park in Harlem in August 2015. He was rediscovered late in his career.  Jack Vartoogian/Getty Images


Even long into his 70s, Mr. Bey had a commanding, compelling voice, projecting from his baby face beneath his signature porkpie hat, a look that made him seem younger than his years.

He was a rarity: a Black man singing jazz, a field in which women had long dominated, alongside white singers like Frank Sinatra and Tony Bennett.

"A lot of men don't want to sing ballads because it exposes your vulnerability," he told The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette in 2001. "It seems like male singers are not supposed to show that side a female singer can show. But as a singer you have to be willing to take it. For me it's like a cleanser."

Mr. Bey went far beyond jazz, incorporating blues, R&B and soul into his approach whether performing standards or his own compositions. Later in his career, he became known for his rendition of "River Man" (1969), by the British folk-rock singer-songwriter Nick Drake.

He liked to say that he had four careers, one after the other. the first was as a solo child performer, then as one-third of Andy and the Bey Sisters, with his sisters Geraldine and Salome.

"Experience and Judgment" was Mr. Bey's breakout album in 1973. Atlantic


After that, he played with a string of jazz artists before breaking out on his own with "Experience and Judgment" (1973), which melded soul and jazz, and seemed to herald the arrival of a major new talent.

Then he largely fell out of the spotlight. He worked with jazz artists like Sonny Rollins, Horace Silver and Gary Bartz, but he also spent long stints in Europe.

It was not until 1996 that he released his next solo album in the United States, "Ballads, Blues & Bey." By then, the industry had largely forgotten him -- he said that 25 record companies turned him down before Evidence, a small jazz label, said yes. (In 1991, he recorded an album called "As Time Goes By" on Jazzette, a Yugoslavian label.)

When Mr. Bey released this album in 1996, the industry had largely forgotten him. But it proved to be a success. 


"Ballads" was a success, and led to a career renaissance. Mr. Bey had lost none of his vocal range; if anything, his voice had taken on a smooth patina. He released seven more albums over the next 18 years, received two Grammy nominations and became a fixture on the global jazz-club circuit.

"The attention doesn't surprise me, because I believe I deserve it," he told The Philadelphia Inquirer in 1999. "But I didn't realize I'd get this much attention. I've been an underground figure, or a cult figure, all these years. An acquired taste, as some writers have called me."

Andrew Wideman Bey Jr. was born on Oct. 28, 1939, in Newark. His father, a window washer born Andrew Wideman, was an adherent of the Moorish Science Temple of America, an offshoot of Islam, and followed its practice of adopting Bey as a surname. His son kept the surname but did not share his father's faith.

His mother, Victoria (Johnson) Wideman, raised Andy and his eight older siblings.

He is survived by his sister Geraldine (Bey) de Haas.

At 3, Andy was already teaching himself to play boogie-woogie piano, and at 8 he was singing at shows alongside the saxophonist Hank Mobley. His singing in venues around Newark caught the attention of record labels, and he released his first solo album, "Mama's Little Boy's Got the Blues," in 1952, when he was 13.

He was no doubt gifted with preternatural talent, but he was also surrounded by a musical family and a close-knit community in Newark that produced jazz stars like the singer Sarah Vaughan and the saxophonist Wayne Shorter.

Mr. Bey credited his high vocal range to his decade-long run alongside his sisters, though he also closely modeled his style on Vaughan and Nat King Cole.

Mr. Bey in Paris in 1997. He became a fixture on the global jazz-club circuit. Christian Rose/Roger Viollet, via Getty Images


"I would never be tired of the comparisons," he told The St. Louis Post-Dispatch in 2001. "Nat King Cole was one of my idols and a major, major influence. He's still the one for me."

Just before releasing "Ballads, Blues & Bey," Mr. Bey revealed publicly that he was gay. He had never hidden his sexuality, but he decided to publicize it after he found out he was H.I.V. positive.

In a way, his sexuality only added to his uniqueness as a Black male singer, and an older one at that. His age, he said, made his performances more persuasive.

"You have to kind of put yourself out there if you're going to make somebody believe something," he told The South Florida Sun-Sentinel in 2005. "It's trying to focus on what the song is saying and hopefully that it communicates something through sound, melody, rhythm -- through all those components that help to make great music."
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Patrick Adiarte, Actor Seen in Musicals and on 'M*A*S*H,' Dies at 82

As a young immigrant from the Philippines, he had roles on Broadway in "The King and I" and "Flower Drum Song." He was later a familiar face on TV.

Patrick Adiarte in an episode of the sitcom "M*A*S*H" in 1972. He appeared in seven episodes of the show's first season, including the pilot. CBS, via Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



Apr 25, 2025 at 12:10 PM

Patrick Adiarte, who was imprisoned as a baby in the Philippines during World War II and then found a new life in the United States as an actor and dancer on Broadway, in Hollywood and on television, died on April 10 in Los Angeles. He was 82.

The cause of death, in a hospital, was complications of pneumonia, said Stephanie Hogan, his niece.

Mr. Adiarte had a varied career, in which he played many characters, of various ethnicities, before he was cast in the first season of "M*A*S*H" as Ho-Jon, the Korean helper of the wisecracking doctors Hawkeye Pierce (Alan Alda) and Trapper John (Wayne Rogers).

As a child, Patrick portrayed one of the children of the king of Siam (now Thailand), who are tutored by a widowed schoolmistress in the original 1951 Broadway production of the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical "The King and I." As a teenager, he played an assimilated Chinese American character in another of their shows, "Flower Drum Song" (1958).

Mr. Adiarte, center, with Mike Lookinland, left, and Christopher Knight in a 1972 episode of "The Brady Bunch." ABC Photo Archives/Disney General Entertainment Content, via Getty Images


He also appeared in the movie versions of both shows, in 1956 and 1961.

In the 1960s and early '70s, he was seen on several TV series. On "Bonanza," he played a Native American named Swift Eagle; on "Ironside," he was a Samoan boxer; on "CBS Playhouse," he was a Viet Cong guerrilla. He played a Hawaiian tour guide in two episodes of "The Brady Bunch," filmed in Hawaii.

In "High Time," a 1960 film directed by Blake Edwards, he played an Indian exchange student who rooms with Bing Crosby, whose character returns to college in his 50s.

Nancy Wang Yuen, a sociologist and the author of "Reel Inequality: Hollywood Actors and Racism" (2016), said that Mr. Adiarte's experience was not unusual. "To this day," she said, "Hollywood rarely represents Filipinx in its films and television shows -- even contemporary Filipinx actors like Dave Bautista or Vanessa Hudgens rarely play Filipinx characters."

Mr. Adiarte also appeared frequently as a dancer on the musical variety show "Hullabaloo" from 1965 to 1966. He told The Associated Press in 1965 that the most difficult dances for him to learn were the Watusi and the swim.

Mr. Adiarte, center, in a 1965 episode of "Hullabaloo." He appeared frequently as a dancer on the show from 1965 to 1966.  Hullabaloo Archive, via Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images


"Sometimes it takes me as long as four or five weeks to pick up something that is really simple for the untrained," he said.

He also had a brief career as a singer. He recorded a single, "Five Different Girls," in 1966, and sang it on the show. One newspaper headline called him the "Hullabalooest Hullabalooer."

In 1972, Mr. Adiarte appeared as the orphaned Ho-Jon on "M*A*S*H," first in the pilot and then in six more episodes.

Ho-Jon figured prominently in the pilot, in which Hawkeye and Trapper raise money to send him to medical school in the United States. In another episode, Ho-Jon confesses to stealing valuables to sell so that he can bribe border guards to let him bring the rest of his family out of North Korea. After the 11th episode, the character was gone, without explanation.

"Ho-Jon is one of those characters that 'M*A*S*H' fans remember quite fondly," Ryan Patrick, one of the hosts of the podcast "M*A*S*H Matters," said in an email. "Many 'M*A*S*H' fans simply assume that Ho-Jon traveled to the States to live with Hawkeye's father while going to medical school."

After "M*A*S*H," Mr. Adiarte's career focus changed. He worked as a choreographer of several productions of a musical revue, "Starting Here, Starting Now," and as a dance teacher at Santa Monica College from 1985 to 1997.

Mr. Adiarte in a publicity photo from 1956, the year he appeared in the movie version of the Rodgers and Hammerstein musical "The King and I." He had also appeared in the original Broadway production. via Everett Collection


Patrick Napoleon Adiarte was born on Aug. 2, 1942, in Manila. His mother, Purita (Rodriguez) Adiarte, was an actress and dancer, and his father, Isidro Adiarte, was a captain attached to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

In February 1945, Patrick, his mother and his sister, Irene, were imprisoned on the island of Cebu. When Allied forces fought to reoccupy the island, the Japanese set fire to the prison compound and threw grenades that caused severe burns to Irene and lesser wounds to Patrick as the family tried to escape, according to a report by a U.S. congressional committee. In March, his father was captured and put to death.

Patrick, his mother and his sister immigrated to the United States in 1946 and settled in New York City, where Irene underwent surgery on her face. The family was at risk of being deported for overstaying their allotted time as visitors. But in 1956, the U.S. Senate passed a bill, written by John F. Kennedy, Democrat of Massachusetts, that granted citizenship to them and others.

Meanwhile, Patrick, who was given dancing lessons by his mother, joined the cast of "The King and I" on Broadway as a replacement in 1951, earning $85 a week as one of the children of King Mongkut, a role made famous by Yul Brynner. Patrick played the crown prince when the show went on tour, and in the film.

Mr. Adiarte with Yul Brynner in the film version of "The King and I." Mr. Brynner played the king of Siam, and Mr. Adiarte played the crown prince. 20th Century Fox, via Everett Collection


"I sort of grew up from one of the little princes to the role of crown prince," Mr. Adiarte told The Associated Press. "It took about four years."

In the film version of "Flower Drum Song," he wore a baseball uniform and sang and danced to the song "The Other Generation" with two other young actors.

During the Broadway run of the musical, Mr. Adiarte promoted it by performing a tap dance with its director, Gene Kelly, on "Omnibus," a cultural TV series on NBC, in late 1958.


"Patrick is a mighty fine dancer," Mr. Kelly said before he and Mr. Adiarte demonstrated old and modern styles of tap. "If there's going to be another Fred Astaire, I think it might as well, might well be Pat."

In addition to Ms. Hogan, Mr. Adiarte is survived by his companion, Shirley Kong, and a nephew, Mike DeVito. His marriage to Loni Ackerman, a singer and actress, ended in divorce.
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Jane Gardam, Witty Novelist of a Waning British Empire, Dies at 96

"The Queen of the Tambourine," "Old Filth" and other fiction vividly captured both working-class and aristocratic Britain in the last years of the colonial era.

Jane Gardam in 1991. Her books are leavened by slapstick moments, farcical encounters and slippery characters who sometimes pop up where you least expect them -- in other, unrelated books. Mark Gerson/Bridgeman Images



By Helen T. Verongos



Apr 29, 2025 at 04:53 PM

Jane Gardam, a novelist whose works captured with wit and concision the last rays of the sun setting on the British Empire and the lifestyles that were extinguished with it, died on Monday in Chipping Norton, England. She was 96.

The death, at a care facility, was confirmed by her son Tom Gardam.

Distinct from one another as planets, Ms. Gardam's many novels are as thick with madness and self-sacrifice as Shakespeare and as fraught with longstanding misapprehensions as Moliere. Her books are leavened by slapstick moments, farcical encounters and slippery characters who sometimes pop up where you least expect them -- in other, unrelated books.

"The Queen of the Tambourine" (1991), an uproarious and surprising tale about a serious subject -- a woman's descent into psychosis -- contains almost all of the ingredients above, and won Britain's Whitbread novel prize (now known as the Costa award).

In it, the well-off, 50-ish Eliza Peabody writes increasingly intimate letters to a neighbor, Joan, as she insinuates herself into the perfect household she imagines across the street. This connection of sorts (she never gets a letter back) brings odd messengers, handsome strangers, gaudy earrings and other enrichments to her life.

In Ms. Gardam's rich, ambling prose, a sentence can end up far from where it started. In one letter to Joan, Eliza describes, for pages, a nighttime walk through the town, passing the lighted window of Marjorie Gargery and her husband drinking from mugs:

"The Queen of the Tambourine" (1991), about a woman's descent into psychosis, won Britain's Whitbread novel prize. St Martins Press


"The darkened windows on the floors above conceal each a sleeping Gargery child stuffed with knowledge. As I watch, the windows all burst open and the children fly out of them and away, five Chagallic embryos. One clutches its little blanket, another a suitcase labeled "Anywhere," one is baying at the moon. Take comfort in the cocoa, beloved Gargerys, while you can."

And a few blocks later: "I turn left. Down the line of little cottages I go, the servants' cottages of the big houses a hundred years back. A woman with a grim ponytail is playing a violin through double glazing so that there's no way of knowing if the music matches the passion of her widow's face. She's alone. I watch for a bit to see if she will explode into little bits -- stars and comets that stick to the ceiling like wet confetti. She did this for me last week."

Ms. Gardam's work captured both working-class and aristocratic Britain of a certain era, mostly between the world wars. "I try to write about real Englishness, not export-Englishness," she told the Elegant Variation blog in 2007, "and I believe that I sometimes get near to it, and occasionally it is not what's expected."

The impossible appears, cloaked by the conventional, in the books that ultimately endeared Ms. Gardam to Americans. She earned serious critical attention in the United States for "Old Filth" (2006, named a Notable Book by The New York Times) and "The Man in the Wooden Hat" (2009), intricate, interlocking works -- the first two of a trilogy -- that stand alone but also complete each other, as do their married protagonists, Filth and Betty.

Examining their relationship from either side of their largely unruffled marriage bed, Ms. Gardam shows us the tangled and lonely inner lives of two relics of British colonial Asia.

Edward Feathers -- his nickname, Filth, is an acronym for Failed in London Try Hong Kong -- lost his mother when he was a baby. His father, a colonial official in Malaya, showed little interest in the child and sent him "home" to Britain at a tender age to attend school.

Edward landed in an abusive foster home where affection was in short supply but punishment, and dark cupboards with locks, were not.

Betty Feathers, a Scotswoman born Elisabeth Macintosh in China, suffered, too. During World War II, her family was sent to an internment camp in Shanghai, where she saw her parents die.

Filth, a barrister, proposes to Betty in writing. When they finally meet, in Hong Kong, he tells her: "Elisabeth, you must never leave me. That's the condition. I've been left all my life. From being a baby I've been taken away from people. Raj orphan and so on. Not that I'm unusual there. And it's supposed to have given us all backbone."

And so Betty pledges to be with him always, and that evening, "just one hour too late," finds herself with another man, one who electrifies her very soul. That man turns out to be Filth's courtroom adversary and personal nemesis, Terry Veneering. His story, including his relationship with Betty, is the subject of the third book in the trilogy, "Last Friends" (2013).

Ms. Gardam in her garden in Kent, England, in 2014. Her books first appeared in Britain in the 1970s, but most of them crossed the Atlantic slowly. Hazel Thompson for The New York Times


Convoluted lives like these were a specialty of Ms. Gardam's. Her characters were sometimes precocious and often deeply damaged; on occasion, her books ventured into magical realism, and always there were secrets.

She was "sometimes too subtle," said Penelope Hoare, one of Ms. Gardam's editors.

"She hates explaining," Ms. Hoare told The Guardian in 2005. "She wants to keep the interpretation out of the books. She doesn't want to tell the readers what it means, as if that would take the bloom off."

Filth, for example, has a guilty secret no reader would guess. It was only at her editor's suggestion that Ms. Gardam consented to adding a letter in a novel that revealed his buried transgression.

Convoluted lives, like those detailed in the "Old Filth" trilogy, were a specialty of Ms. Gardam's. Europa Editions


Jean Mary Pearson was born on July 11, 1928, in Coatham, in North Yorkshire, England, to Kathleen Mary and William Pearson, both schoolteachers. She came to despise her given name and changed it to Jane when she was 18. She earned a bachelor's degree in English in 1949 from Bedford College, University of London (now Royal Holloway), where she pursued a Ph.D. but did not complete it.

Although she said she had always known inside that she would write fiction, she postponed that pursuit after her marriage to David Hill Gardam, a lawyer, until their children went to school. Mr. Gardam's work, like Filth's legal career, often led him to Asia.

He died in 2010. In addition to her son Tom, Ms. Gardam is survived by another son, Tim, five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. A daughter, Catharine Nicholson, died in 2011.

Although Ms. Gardam's books first appeared in Britain in the 1970s, most of them crossed the Atlantic slowly, some more than once. 

"God on the Rocks" (1978), which was shortlisted for the Booker Prize, appeared in the United States shortly thereafter and was reissued in 2010. It's another view of a faded Britain between the wars, this one in a seaside town with bandstands, beach preachers and a full complement of eccentrics.

The protagonist is a curious little girl, Margaret, whose father leads the "Primal Saints," an evangelistic sect. Margaret, feeling a bit displaced (homicidal, even) over the birth of a brother, sets off exploring, visiting the asylum for mental patients (in their gowns, like a cluster of pale hydrangeas, as Ms. Gardam tells it) and spying on the fleshly pursuits of the family's maid.

Ms. Gardam's first books, in the early 1970s, were for young people; many were later reprinted and marketed for adults, including "Bilgewater" (1976).  

"The Hollow Land" won the 1981 Whitbread prize for children's novel, and "The Stories," a thick, juicy volume of short stories, came out in 2014.

Aside from fiction writing, Ms. Gardam worked as a journalist and a librarian but preferred "the comfort of the alternative fictional worlds I inhabit," she told Lucasta Miller of The Guardian.

Reality, she said, in a line that recalled her letter-writing character Eliza Peabody, "has always seemed a bit of a fiction, to me anyway."

Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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Jed the Fish, Quirky Pioneer of Los Angeles Radio, Dies at 69

With his off-kilter sensibility and deep musical grounding, he brought attention to New Wave and alternative artists at the groundbreaking station KROQ.

Jed Gould, the disc jockey better known as Jed the Fish, in the control room at the Los Angeles radio station KROQ in about 1983. via Djjedthefish.com



By Alex Williams



Apr 26, 2025 at 06:37 PM

Jed Gould, the influential Los Angeles disc jockey known as Jed the Fish, who used his off-kilter sensibility and deep musical knowledge to shine a light on artists like the Cure, Depeche Mode and the Offspring at the groundbreaking New Wave and alternative rock station KROQ-FM in the 1980s and '90s, died on April 14 at his home in Pasadena, Calif. He was 69.

The cause was an aggressive form of small-cell lung cancer, Rudy Koerner, a close friend, said. Mr. Gould was never a cigarette smoker, he added, and before he was diagnosed last month, he had thought his recent violent coughing fits were related to the Los Angeles wildfires.

For decades, Mr. Gould served as a trusted musical savant -- and drive-time friend -- to young Angelenos, particularly members of Generation X. He also influenced future broadcasting stars.

In a social media post after Mr. Gould's death, Jimmy Kimmel, who worked on the morning show at KROQ early in his career, described him as "a legend." On his podcast, Mr. Kimmel's old sidekick on "The Man Show," Adam Carolla, a former host of the relationship show "Loveline" on KROQ, called Mr. Gould "an icon."

With his boyish energy, free-ranging musical tastes and maniacal cackle, Mr. Gould helped lead a radio revolution at the maverick KROQ, based in Pasadena, starting in the late 1970s.

At a time when FM rock stations were dominated by hyper-produced corporate juggernauts like Styx and Foreigner, KROQ became a sensation for its "Roq of the '80s" format, which shimmered with fresh sounds from New Wave bands like Talking Heads and Devo, synth-pop groups like the Human League and Spandau Ballet, and local heroes like X and the Go-Go's.

Mr. Gould, right, in an undated photo, with members of the band Devo: from left, Bob Casale, Gerald Casale and Mark Mothersbaugh. At a time when FM rock stations were dominated by hyper-produced corporate, KROQ became a sensation for its "Roq of the '80s" format. Djjedthefish.Com


"Jeddum Fishum," as he sometimes referred to himself, and his fellow KROQ jocks brought a sense of anarchy to the airwaves, cracking irreverent jokes and dropping in audio snippets -- like deadpan Jack Webb lines from "Dragnet" -- at well-timed moments in the middle of songs, often with hilarious results.

Mr. Gould and his colleagues were in the "right place at the right time," he wrote on LinkedIn. "We were leading the way but had no idea."

Following a broadcasting philosophy that he called "consistent inconsistency," Mr. Gould manned the afternoon slot at the station. His droll humor and his knack for musical surprises served as a needed tonic for a captive audience creeping along sclerotic freeways for hours that felt more like days.

"It took me years of imitation before I learned the simplicity of being myself on the air," he wrote. "Turns out this was a wacky position to take, but people seem to like the honesty behind it."

That prime post-lunch slot gave Mr. Gould a powerful platform for promoting new acts and hotly anticipated releases. "Because Jed was on from 2P to 6P, immediately following our music meeting, he would often do the honors of world-premiering new music," Andy Schuon, a former KROQ program director, wrote in a tribute on LinkedIn.

In a social media post, Noodles, the guitarist for the Southern California punk-pop band the Offspring, wrote that Jed the Fish was the first D.J. to play the band's 1994 breakout hit, "Come Out and Play," "which changed our band's trajectory in ways we never thought possible."

With a personality that was "insane in all the best ways," as Noodles put it, Mr. Gould was all too willing to defy convention. During a recent video tribute by former KROQ colleagues, Mr. Schuon recalled listening to Jed the Fish for more than an hour while driving to the office and noticing that he did not once mention the station's call letters, a standard practice for D.J.s that was crucial for ratings.

Mr. Gould in an undated photo. With his boyish energy, free-ranging musical tastes and maniacal cackle, he helped lead a radio revolution. via Rudy Koerner


When Mr. Schuon pressed him on the apparent oversight, Mr. Gould responded: "Everyone knows if I'm on the station, it must be KROQ. Who else would hire me?"

Edwin Fish Gould III was born on July 15, 1955, in Los Angeles, to Edwin Fish Gould Jr., a salesman for a valve-and-fittings company, and Joan (Hall) Gould. He grew up in the beach communities of Orange County before his family moved to Casa Grande, Ariz.

In high school, he hosted a local radio program for teenagers until he was fired for reading George Carlin's famous "Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television" monologue on the air.

He graduated from high school in 1973 and enrolled at the University of Southern California, where he received a bachelor's degree in broadcast journalism. After college, he held a series of jobs at Los Angeles-area radio stations before landing a position at KROQ in 1978. His application consisted of a crude punk-style pink flyer that featured a picture of himself in a white leotard scrunched up in a chair and an offer to work "30 hours per week or less 90 day max FUR FREE!"

Mr. Gould in the KROQ control room in 1982 with the singer and songwriter John Hiatt. via Djjedthefish.Com


It was not long before he was helping to orchestrate the chaos in the studio. In a 2001 oral history of the station, he said that for an outsider to ask about the early history of KROQ would be like saying, "'Tell me about Vietnam' or 'Tell me about the French Revolution.' No one will ever know all of it."

As it turned out, there was plenty about Mr. Gould that his listeners did not know. At one point in the mid-1980s, he said in the oral history, he left KROQ after he was kicked out of the Betty Ford Center for stealing a car to buy drugs.

He returned, but he was pulled off the air again when he was arrested on suspicion of possession of heroin and drug paraphernalia in March 1989. After more than two months in a detox center, he once again assumed his spot at the microphone.

"In the old days, I'd just shoot a bunch of dope, go on the air and do anything," he said in an interview the next year with The Los Angeles Times, while discussing his newfound commitment to sobriety. "I'd developed my crazy style as a result of getting high. But now it comes out of being me. I'm more clearheaded and more focused."

Mr. Gould in 2014. Jimmy Kimmel, who was a colleague at KROQ early in his career, called him "a legend." Kevin Winter/Getty Images for CBS Radio


Mr. Gould worked at KROQ until 2012 and later moved to two other local stations, KCSN-FM and KLOS-FM. In 2019, he joined the "Roq of the '80s" Sunday night show on KROQ's HD2 station.

He is survived by a half brother, Tony Chatterton.

Throughout his career, Mr. Gould strove to keep the spirit of the music alive in his work behind the microphone. "When a DJ is playing music we expect you to dance to, I think it's important for the DJ to dance," he wrote on his professional site in 2018.

"It's not that I'm a lithe and dainty dancer," he added. "No one who incorporates a golf swing into their dance moves should be considered dainty. I just believe anyone in charge of the music should move with it."
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Guest Essay


100 Days. That's All It Took to Sever America From the World.

 Federico Tramonte



By Ben Rhodes
Mr. Rhodes is a contributing Opinion writer and the author, most recently, of "After the Fall: The Rise of Authoritarianism in the World We've Made."


Apr 27, 2025 at 11:00 AM

In 1941, as President Franklin D. Roosevelt marshaled support for the fight against fascism, his chief antagonists were isolationists at home. "What I seek to convey," he said at the beginning of an address to Congress, "is the historic truth that the United States as a nation has at all times maintained clear, definite opposition to any attempt to lock us in behind an ancient Chinese wall while the procession of civilization went past." Roosevelt prevailed, and that victory expanded America's relationship with the world in ways that remade both.

Eighty-four years later, President Trump is systematically severing America from the globe. This is not simply a shift in foreign policy. It is a divorce so comprehensive that it makes Britain's exit from the European Union look modest by comparison.

Consider the breadth of this effort. Allies have been treated like adversaries. The United States has withdrawn from international agreements on fundamental issues like health and climate change. A nation of immigrants now deports people without due process, bans refugees and is trying to end birthright citizenship. Mr. Trump's tariffs have upended the system of international trade, throwing up new barriers to doing business with every country on Earth. Foreign assistance has largely been terminated. So has support for democracy abroad. Research cuts have rolled back global scientific research and cooperation. The State Department is downsizing. Exchange programs are on the chopping block. Global research institutions like the U.S. Institute of Peace and the Wilson Center have been effectively shut down. And, of course, the United States is building a wall along its southern border.

Other countries are under no obligation to help a 78-year-old American president fulfill a fanciful vision of making America great again. Already a Gaza cease-fire has unraveled, Russia continues its war on Ukraine, Europe is turning away from America, Canadians are boycotting our goods, and a Chinese Communist Party that endured the Great Famine and the Cultural Revolution seems prepared to weather a few years of tariffs. Travel to the United States is down 12 percent compared with last March, as tourists recoil from America's authoritarian turn.

The ideologues driving Mr. Trump's agenda defend their actions by pointing to the excesses of American foreign policy, globalization and migration. There is, of course, much to lament there. But his ability to campaign on these problems doesn't solve them in government. Indeed, his remedies will do far more harm to the people he claims to represent than to the global elites that his MAGA movement attacks.

Start with the economic impact. If the current reduction in travel to the United States continues, it could cost up to $90 billion this year alone, along with tens of thousands of jobs. Tariffs will drive up prices, and productivity will slow if mass deportations come for the farm workers who pick our food, the construction workers who build our homes and the care workers who look after our children and the elderly. International students pay to attend American universities; their demonization and dehumanization could imperil the $44 billion they put into our economy each year and threaten a sector with a greater trade surplus than our civilian aircraft sector.

The outlook gets worse with time. Why would other countries choose to invest in a country where the president roils global markets through social media posts, profits from crypto schemes that fleece ordinary people and undermines the rule of law upon which commerce depends? It's far more likely that nations will make trade deals and forge supply chains without the United States while China and its growing list of partners accelerate a movement away from the dollar as the world's reserve currency.

In the short term, treating international relations like a protection racket could yield some bilateral transactions. Yet something more fundamental is being lost: trust. An America that, for all its mistakes abroad, guaranteed the security of its allies. An America that, for all its nativism, took in refugees and educated countless world leaders through its universities and exchange programs. An America that, for all its hubris, responded to humanitarian crises and showcased an appealing cultural openness. An America that people around the world liked more than its government.

The destruction of that trust will hurt us more than the rest of the world. This was certainly the case with Brexit, a project animated by the same blend of nationalism and nostalgia that has propelled Mr. Trump. Nearly a decade after voting to divorce Europe, Britain finds itself wrestling with a predictable incapacity to generate growth, a diminished position in its region and a growing factionalism in its politics. Fewer than a third of Britons now believe they made the right decision.

We are following that course on a global scale. After 250 years of growing more diverse and more connected to the world, Mr. Trump and his cohort are imposing the staid insularity of self-imposed decline. The draining of democratic values from our national identity will leave America defined by its size, power and quixotic lust for profit: a place, not an idea. Roosevelt left us the inheritance of believing we were the good guys. Mr. Trump is eviscerating that pretense as cuts to U.S.A.I.D. have almost certainly caused more civilian deaths than Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Here is the good news: A nation's relationship with the world is not defined solely by its government, particularly one as big and multifaceted as the United States.

In the first Trump term, state and local governments remained committed to combating climate change, welcoming immigrants, protecting higher education and sustaining global ties. All those efforts will be harder in our new reality, but that makes them only more important. As Republicans often remind us, we live in a federal republic, and communities that maintain connections to the world will be better positioned to succeed than those that choose to follow Mr. Trump down the rabbit hole of isolationism.

Our institutions also have a choice. Part of what has shocked the world about their capitulation to the Trump administration is the failure to grasp that the moral choice is the best path to self-preservation. Law firms can choose to care more about the law than whether a callous competitor will pick up some of their business. Universities can build credibility within an interconnected world instead of validating the lie that a few students chanting "Free Palestine" is more dangerous than a far-right takeover of academic freedom. The entertainment sector can tell compelling stories about a consequential era instead of algorithmically designed superhero junk. Billionaires can spend money on STEM education for girls instead of financing celebrity trips into a higher part of the atmosphere.

At a more individual level, Americans can demonstrate that they don't want to be defined by Mr. Trump's xenophobia. There are international students who fear for their safety; defend their right to be here. There are colleagues and customers around the world; American businesses should engage them in new ways. There are enormous shortfalls in humanitarian assistance; American philanthropy should fill as much as it can. There are Republican members of Congress whose constituents will be devastated by Mr. Trump's policies; make them more afraid of losing their voters than the threats of a lame-duck president.

The wrong way to respond to our current emergency is to promise, as President Joe Biden did, that America will be "back." That ignores the enormous mistakes elites made over the past three decades and the political context that allowed Mr. Trump to return to power with the mind-set of an arsonist. We're not coming back, and that's OK. Indeed, it's an opportunity.

Our intention should be to return to the world as a different country. That requires something that Americans have not always done well: listening. We have much to learn. And ironically, we now have more in common with people in other countries living under corruption, autocracy and oligarchy. Perhaps this chapter in our national experience can be a moment when we find a new kind of solidarity with others who have been through versions of what we are now experiencing.

The United States will never be a normal country, if there is such a thing. Like China and Russia, it is too big, too shaped by a revolutionary and imperial past, too rived by traumas that it has inflicted and absorbed. What Roosevelt understood is that America's peculiarities could stir us to a more enlightened form of self-interest. As a multiracial nation connected to the world and committed to a set of freedoms core to our identity, we could never afford to follow the foolish path of "America First" -- a slogan that amounted to capitulation to fascism.

America's strength has always been connected to the fact that it comprises people from everywhere who chose not to be defined by a ruler or to fear the future. At a time when power in the world is becoming more diffuse, our shifting demographics should be seen as a strength, not something to be feared or suppressed through a reactionary politics that shuts out the world. If we continue down that path, the procession of civilization will leave us behind, in a fearful, diminished and impoverished place. If we recover our sense of agency, we can re-engage the world as a part of it -- neither hegemon nor hostile.

Ben Rhodes is a contributing Opinion writer and the author, most recently, of "After the Fall: The Rise of Authoritarianism in the World We've Made."
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Guest Essay


How the American Right Learned to Love Psychedelics

 Miki Kim



By Jules Evans
Mr. Evans is the founder of the Challenging Psychedelic Experiences Project.


Apr 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When the political scientist Rick Doblin founded an organization in the 1980s aimed at securing federal approval for the medical use of MDMA, also known as Ecstasy, his vision was nothing short of utopian. He thought the psychedelic drug, which can enhance feelings of love and social connection, would heal global trauma and usher in world peace. The psychedelic movement at that time was a grass-roots effort by hippies, students and bohemians.

Now his organization's corporate spinoff, Lykos Therapeutics, may soon be acquired by Antonio Gracias, a billionaire private equity investor and close friend of the richest man in the world, Elon Musk. Mr. Gracias, who previously served on the board of Tesla and SpaceX, is working in Mr. Musk's so-called Department of Government Efficiency, where, given the job of overhauling Social Security, he has pushed unsubstantiated claims about immigrants voting illegally.

The planned acquisition of Lykos is an example of how tightly entwined a once left-wing psychedelic movement has become with the Trump administration and the tech right. Peter Thiel, who has close ties with many top-level Trump officials, is a major investor in the psychedelic company Atai Life Sciences. Mr. Musk has talked about how he uses a small amount of prescription ketamine "once every other week or something like that." And Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has said he's open to decriminalizing or even legalizing the drugs in some form, citing his son's experience using ayahuasca to process grief from the death of his mother, Mary Kennedy. Stocks in companies working on psychedelic treatments rose after Mr. Kennedy's confirmation as health secretary.

The Food and Drug Administration turned down Lykos's application for MDMA therapy in 2024, citing the need for better data. But the pro-psychedelic lobby is hopeful that Mr. Kennedy's Department of Health and Human Services will appoint a psychedelic czar and trim the red tape in the F.D.A.'s approval process for psychedelic treatments. Some people are dreaming even bigger, aiming for the rapid legalization of these drugs.

For some psychonauts, the rightward shift of psychedelic politics is bewildering. Even if the federal government decides to support psychedelic medicine, will there be enough people working at the Department of Health and Human Services or the Department of Veterans Affairs (where there is hope to use psychedelics to treat post-traumatic stress disorder) to roll it out safely and effectively? Too close a marriage between MAGA and the psychedelic movement could politicize psychedelic science. Mr. Musk's erratic behavior has given ketamine a bad name.

I worry that the psychedelic enthusiasts of Silicon Valley will apply their "move fast and break things" philosophy to mind-altering drugs, approving them too quickly and without adequate protections for Americans. Psychedelics are very promising as a mental health treatment, but they are also incredibly powerful drugs that carry serious risks -- something I know firsthand.

When I was 18, I had a bad trip with LSD that left me traumatized. All through university and for a couple of years afterward, I struggled with panic attacks, dissociation, social anxiety and a belief that I had ruined my life before it had properly begun. I had to figure out for myself how to get better. More than 25 years later, as the head of a nonprofit that researches psychedelic safety, I get emails every week from people terrified they've permanently damaged themselves after a negative trip. A hardened Marine who served in two wars and was injured in one said the years of crippling anxiety after a psychedelic retreat were easily the worst suffering of his life.

The United States has already seen the risks of the underregulated expansion of psychedelics in the ketamine industry, which has boomed from around 50 clinics to over 1,000 in the past decade. Telehealth companies use targeted ads to promise miraculous benefits from injectable doses that they will deliver to your door. Many of them fail to adequately screen patients or ensure that they have mental health support. Last year the head of the Drug Enforcement Administration at the time warned of clinics overprescribing or illegally supplying the drug -- a pattern that she said played a role in the actor Matthew Perry's tragic death.

It's about to get harder to track the public health impact of the ketamine boom. Mr. Kennedy in April fired the 17-person team working on the National Survey on Drug Use and Health, which previously reported an 80 percent rise in recreational use of ketamine from 2015 to 2019. Some research suggests long-term ketamine use can lead to cognitive problems, bladder problems, dependency and dissociation; you might even start thinking you're in a simulation, as Mr. Musk suggests.

Many members of the millionaire and billionaire class have found meaning, healing and joy in psychedelics, and they want to bring that to the masses. (Take any of the big American dynasties -- the Gettys, Rockefellers, Mellons, Kochs, Hearsts -- and you'll probably find a member who has given money to psychedelic causes.) They may dismiss concerns about safety as sensationalism or drug war propaganda, but their resources provide them access to months of therapy and time off work to recover after a bad trip. Most Americans don't have that luxury.

A better public safety net for psychedelics is achievable. We need more research and better information on harms, as well as clinics and groups to help people struggling with severe adverse effects. These drugs should follow the same careful approval process as any other treatment. Policymakers should take seriously the probability that F.D.A. approval of psychedelics will lead to more widespread consumption in unregulated settings, which is why safety measures must consider all the ways these drugs may be used. The public needs to know that psychedelics aren't magic pills. They don't automatically heal you.

Psychedelics could play a leading role in mental health care. But if approval is rushed without necessary guardrails in place, there will be a backlash, and these drugs will be relegated to the fringes of alternative health. That would be a tragic missed opportunity for patients.

Jules Evans is the founder of the Challenging Psychedelic Experiences Project. He runs the newsletter Ecstatic Integration.
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Guest Essay


My Father Founded Singapore. He Wouldn't Like What It's Become.

 Jean Guichard/Gamma-Rapho, via Getty Images



By Lee Hsien Yang
Mr. Lee is a son of Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore's founder and former prime minister. He wrote from London.


Apr 30, 2025 at 06:00 AM

My father, Lee Kuan Yew, was the founder of Singapore. He guided the nation through its first 31 years with a firm hand as prime minister, pioneering a system of government that some have called benevolent autocracy.

His People's Action Party monopolized political power and denied the people some basic freedoms. Under my father, it was also dedicated to ensuring shared prosperity, clean government and high-quality public services such as affordable housing. Singapore became a spectacular success, an oasis of stability, prosperity and efficiency.

Today that luster is tarnishing.

The party, which has governed uninterrupted since 1959, is no longer living up to its obligations to the people. At the same time, it is becoming more authoritarian, introducing oppressive laws in recent years. Singapore is still an autocracy but no longer the benevolent one my father envisioned.

This will be on the minds of many Singaporeans when they vote in parliamentary elections on Saturday. Today many people feel that they are living in a country that primarily benefits the wealthy, members of the ruling party and their cronies.

I revered my father and always wanted to believe well of him. But even I have come to realize that benevolent autocracy is a myth. Singaporeans need and deserve more open and accountable government, real multiparty democracy with a viable opposition and an end to a single party's grip on power.

A simple family dispute led me to this realization.

My father, who remained influential until his death in 2015, lived frugally in our old family home throughout his political career and retirement. He was focused on the well-being of Singapore and its people, not self-aggrandizement, and had said that he wanted the house demolished after his death.

My sister and I wanted to honor that wish. This put us at odds with our older brother, Lee Hsien Loong, who was prime minister for 20 years until last year and remains a powerful figure. The house, which has symbolic political value to him and the ruling party, is still standing, against my father's wishes.

This disagreement should have stayed in the family. Instead, my wife, my son and I have faced a campaign of legal retribution. In 2022, fearing arrest, I left Singapore with my wife for Britain, where we have been granted asylum and live today.

My father was a product of Singapore's struggle for nationhood. He believed a firm hand was needed after full independence from Britain in 1963, a bitter separation with Malaysia two years later and the country's emergence as a tiny, multiracial, resource-poor city-state in the middle of the Cold War.

He held officials to high standards and removed those who fell short. He interacted with and listened to a wide spectrum of Singaporeans and was ready to adjust his approach when circumstances changed.

This is no longer the case. Today's ruling elite is out of touch, and Singapore's vaunted reputation for efficient, corruption-free governance is in danger.

The government has long claimed that the salaries it pays to its ministers, among the highest in the world, help prevent official corruption and ensure top-quality administration. Singapore still performs well in corruption perception indexes, but perception lags reality. A slew of scandals in recent years has implicated government ministers, ruling party politicians and influential state-linked companies.

The Economist's latest index of countries most affected by crony capitalism, which was released in 2023, ranked Singapore fourth, after Russia, the Czech Republic and Malaysia. A number of cases indicate that because of its carefully cultivated clean image, Singapore has become a prime destination for those seeking to launder money, evade international sanctions or otherwise dodge financial scrutiny, including wealthy Chinese citizens, Russian entities and drug and arms dealers from Myanmar.

More important to average citizens is that Singapore's wealth is no longer being fairly distributed. The country has become a playground of the superrich and is routinely ranked as one of the world's most expensive cities to live in. Providing inexpensive, quality public housing was once a point of national pride; today many citizens can't find affordable apartments, or they face competition for jobs from foreigners. Public transport breakdowns, flooding and data breaches add to the sense of decline in government competence.

At the same time, the government has doubled down on autocracy, introducing repressive and overly broad laws in recent years. These are described as necessary to protect national security and social harmony or to combat fake news, but they give the government even more tools to silence dissent. As it did in my father's time, the government continues to use police investigations, defamation lawsuits and other legal actions to intimidate political opponents, civil society groups and other critics. In February, with elections imminent, a court found Pritam Singh, the leader of the opposition Worker's Party, guilty of lying under oath to a parliamentary inquiry, which he denies.

There is no chance that the government, headed by Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, will fall on Saturday. The People's Action Party holds 83 of Parliament's 93 elected seats and has a firm grip on the institutions of state power and the media. Singapore's elections are not free and fair. Critics cite last-minute changes to electoral boundaries as signs of gerrymandering. A short nine-day campaign period and limitations on freedom of speech also put the opposition at a clear disadvantage.

In the previous elections, in 2020, the ruling party won 61 percent of the popular vote, among its worst showings, and the Worker's Party took 10 seats, the most ever for an opposition party. Those results made clear that a growing number of Singaporeans want change. The underlying public concerns that contributed to the 2020 outcome have only intensified since then.

Singaporeans deserve open and accountable government and more say in the policies that affect them. Genuine democracy also will help make Singapore more resilient in withstanding the challenges of a fracturing world. Even my father predicted a day "must come" when the People's Action Party would no longer be in power.

As successful as Singapore's system was under my father, it is clear now that it really works only with a man like him in charge. The political scientist Samuel Huntington probably said it best: "The honesty and efficiency that Senior Minister Lee has brought to Singapore are likely to follow him to his grave."

That prediction has sadly come true.

Lee Hsien Yang is a son of Singapore's founder, Lee Kuan Yew. He is a former chief executive officer of Singapore Telecommunications Limited and held a number of other public- and private-sector roles. He is a member of the Progress Singapore Party.
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Michelle Goldberg


I Can't Believe Anyone Thinks Trump Actually Cares About Antisemitism

 Jamie Lee Taete for The New York Times



By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


Apr 29, 2025 at 12:12 AM

About a decade ago, conservatives would often denounce Muslim immigration on the grounds that it threatened Western progress on gay rights. This posture, sometimes called homonationalism, got its start in Europe, then made its way into American politics with Donald Trump's first presidential campaign. In his acceptance speech at the 2016 Republican National Convention, Trump decried the murder of 49 people in a gay nightclub in Orlando, Fla., by the Islamist Omar Mateen. "As your president, I will do everything in my power to protect our L.G.B.T.Q. citizens from the violence and oppression of a hateful foreign ideology," he said. A month later he unveiled his proposal for the "extreme vetting" of Muslim immigrants, which would exclude anyone who failed to "embrace a tolerant American society."

It should have been clear at the time that Trump's putative concern for the safety of sexual minorities was simply a convenient wedge to try to divide the Democratic coalition. During his first term, he stacked the courts with judges who had opposed the rights of gay and transgender people and rolled back some of their workplace protections. Last year he used a growing backlash to trans rights to propel himself back to power, where his administration has been on a crusade to strip federal funding from almost anything with "L.G.B.T.Q." in it.

Trump's treatment of L.G.B.T.Q. people should have been a lesson to anyone tempted to take his campaign against antisemitism seriously, when it is screamingly obvious that it's just a pretext to attack liberal institutions. Trump and his allies, after all, have mainstreamed antisemitism to an astonishing degree. Elon Musk, to whom Trump has outsourced the remaking of the federal government, is perhaps the world's largest purveyor of antisemitic propaganda, thanks to his platform X. (My "for you" feed recently served me a post of a winsome young woman speaking adoringly of "the H man," or Hitler.) Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the secretary of health and human services, once said the unvaccinated had it worse than Anne Frank. Just last month Leo Terrell, the head of Trump's antisemitism task force, shared a social media post by a prominent neo-Nazi gloating that Trump had the power to take away Senator Chuck Schumer's "Jew card." Trump himself, of course, dined with the Hitler-loving rapper Kanye West and the white nationalist Nick Fuentes.

Yet I've been astonished to learn that some people believe that when the administration attacks academia for its purported antisemitism, it's acting in good faith. Speaking on CNBC last week, Jonathan Greenblatt, the head of the Anti-Defamation League, cheered Trump's attempt to exercise political control over Harvard, saying, "It is a good thing that President Trump is leaning in." In a shocking interview with The New Yorker's Isaac Chotiner, the Holocaust historian Deborah Lipstadt, who served as a special envoy to combat antisemitism under Joe Biden, praised Trump's assaults on academia and its attempts to deport some pro-Palestinian activists. While in some cases she thinks the administration has gone overboard, she suggested that those who don't give the president credit for standing up for Jews suffer from "Trump derangement syndrome."

It seems to me that there's another sort of derangement at play here, rooted in the way Israel's defenders conflate all but the mildest criticism of Israel with antisemitism. There have certainly been incidents of crude anti-Jewish bigotry in the protests that followed Hamas's attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. But too many backers of Israel can't seem to imagine a reason besides antisemitic animus for impassioned opposition to Israel's merciless war on Gaza. This leads them to vastly overstate the scale of antisemitism on the left and, in turn, to rationalize away Trump's authoritarianism as he attempts to crush progressive redoubts.

As I write this, Israel has been blocking food, medicine and fuel from entering Gaza for more than 50 days. The U.N. World Food Program has delivered its last stocks of food to Gaza's soup kitchens, which will shortly run out of supplies. "As aid has dried up, the floodgates of horror have reopened," Secretary General Antonio Guterres said this month. "Gaza is a killing field -- and civilians are in an endless death loop."

There are a couple of ways to interpret his words. One is that they're true. The other is that, as a spokesperson for Israel's foreign minister said, Guterres is "spreading slander against Israel," just like all the protesters, many of them Jewish, now being punished at the administration's behest. In this view, escalating opposition to Israel can be understood only as the product of a kind of antisemitic conspiracy, one so vast and entrenched that extreme measures might be needed to thwart it. Many Jews, said Lipstadt, "disappointed by how universities have behaved since Oct. 7," are relieved to see "a strong -- to use Passover terminology -- a strong hand being used." In the Exodus narrative, the "strong hand" belongs to God. In Lipstadt's analogy, then, Trump is an agent of the divine.

It seems clear to me that if your presuppositions about Israel lead you to sanctify Trump, they bear rethinking. But even Jews who continue to delight in Trump's animosity toward the Palestinians should be aware of the bargain they're making. In the right-wing nationalist movement that Trump leads, gutter antisemitism is often considered a cheeky transgression and a sign of in-group belonging. Holocaust denial has started cropping up on major podcasts like Tucker Carlson's and Joe Rogan's. A decade ago, it served Trump to align himself with gay rights; now his administration either bans or discourages the mere use of the word "gay" or the abbreviation "L.G.B.T.Q." I'm not sure why anyone, let alone a scholar of the Holocaust, thinks Jews will fare better.
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More Babies, but Little Support for Them?

Readers discuss the Trump administration's urging a baby boom while also cutting support for children.

 Rebecca Kiger for The New York Times


Apr 30, 2025 at 05:46 PM

To the Editor:

Re "Would $5,000 Bonuses Spur New Baby Boom?" and "E.P.A. Poised to Cancel Grants to Study Dangers to Children" (front page, April 22):

What an extraordinary juxtaposition of articles on the front page!

On the one hand, President Trump wants to encourage larger families ("I want a baby boom"), including a proposal to give $5,000 cash bonuses to mothers of newborns (child support that in itself would be supported by Democrats like me).

On the other hand, in the adjacent article we learn that the administration is set to cancel tens of millions of dollars in grants to scientists studying environmental hazards faced by children in America, especially in poor and rural areas, such as pesticides, poor air quality and "forever chemicals."

Mr. Trump's hypocrisy is clear. While wanting to increase the number of children being born, he cuts programs to protect their health before and after birth.

John Mason
Santa Rosa, Calif.

To the Editor:

"Would $5,000 Bonuses Spur New Baby Boom?" describes several incentives the White House is considering implementing to increase U.S. birthrates, including monetary compensation and medals for women who give birth. These incentives will fail because they focus on rewarding individual women rather than on improving broader economic, social and political factors.

Most young adults want to have kids in the future. But they want to do so in safe, stable environments where they feel connected across generations and supported in communities. The hardships of raising families at a time of increased social isolation, political polarization and soaring health care and child care costs give potential future parents pause. Furthermore, growing restrictions on reproductive rights and rising rates of maternal mortality make many women feel undervalued and unsafe.

If the U.S. government really wants to incentivize birth, it should work to improve the lives of women and children already living in this country. Start by improving the institutions that families depend on -- from health care to schools, housing to infrastructure. If people experience a supportive world, they may want to reproduce and ensure its future.

Janelle Lamoreaux
Tucson, Ariz.
The writer is the associate director and an associate professor at the School of Anthropology, University of Arizona.

To the Editor:

I laughed out loud when I read about the policy proposals being considered by the Trump administration to induce women to have more children.

A "baby bonus" of $5,000 when the cost of raising a child is estimated to be at least $200,000 to $400,000? The proposal is insulting to prospective parents' intelligence.

How about considering meaningful assistance to women and families such as subsidized child care and paid parental leave? And how about acknowledging that the risk of pregnancy to women in many states has increased since the Dobbs decision because of inhumane anti-abortion laws? How about ensuring affordable health care for parents and their kids?

Alas, the current administration is more likely to go in the direction of "The Handmaid's Tale" than consider such measures.

Maureen Ratigan
South Hadley, Mass.

To the Editor:

Re "MAGA Natalism Is Doomed to Fail," by Michelle Goldberg (column, April 27):

It's good to see Ms. Goldberg call out the concerning pronatalist developments in the MAGA White House. The Trump administration's approach to increasing the birthrate will only backfire because it completely disregards people's preferences and circumstances.

Population Connection recently conducted a survey in which we asked 1,400 Americans which factors had a major effect on their ability or decision to have children. The top limiting factors for younger adults were concern over the state of the world and finances.

For Gen Z respondents and younger women, mental health and worries about how abortion restrictions would affect them or their partner during pregnancy also played a major role. More than half of respondents said that raising kids on a crowded and warming planet makes them uneasy.

In other words, to help all people achieve their desired number of children, we need policies that improve social welfare, health and environmental protection -- the exact opposite of what President Trump's broligarchy is doing.

We disagree with Ms. Goldberg on one point: that "rapidly declining fertility really is a problem." While population aging does present socioeconomic challenges, these can be lessened by available and beneficial policy measures that increase productivity and reduce dependence.

Our finite planet is already overburdened. The sooner population growth ends, the better.

Olivia Nater
Washington
The writer is the communications manager at Population Connection.
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        Under Trump, Stocks Have the Worst Start to a Presidential Term Since 1974
        During the first 100 days of the Trump administration, shock waves from the chaotic tariff rollout continue to send tremors through the global financial system.

      

      
        Student Debt Collections Restart on May 5. Here's What to Know.
        More than five million borrowers are in default, and millions of others are projected to be on the precipice.

      

      
        Chinese Factories Slow in Early Sign of Trade War's Toll
        A slowdown in commerce between the United States and China caused by escalating tariffs was evident in a report Wednesday on manufacturing activity in April.

      

      
        Vietnam Used to Be a Safe Haven for Trade. Now It Might Not Be.
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        Paramount's interest in settling has dismayed CBS's news division. The executive producer of "60 Minutes" abruptly resigned last week.
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Under Trump, Stocks Have the Worst Start to a Presidential Term Since 1974

During the first 100 days of the Trump administration, shock waves from the chaotic tariff rollout continue to send tremors through the global financial system.

 Illustration by Alvaro Dominguez



By Joe Rennison



Apr 30, 2025 at 04:12 PM

One hundred days of President Trump. Seventy days of whipsaw trading in financial markets. Thirty-two days of losses. More than $6.5 trillion wiped from the value of public companies.

For financial markets, the 7 percent drop in the S&P 500 is the worst start to a presidential term since Gerald R. Ford took over from Richard M. Nixon in August 1974 after the Watergate scandal. The slump is worse even than when the tech bubble burst at the turn of the century, and George W. Bush inherited a market already in free fall.

In contrast, Mr. Trump inherited an economy on solid footing and a stock market rising from one record high to another.

That swiftly changed when Mr. Trump unveiled his marquee suite of tariffs on April 2 -- not the first new import taxes announced by his administration, but by far the most sweeping. Volatility erupted. Wall Street frantically began to grapple with the economic consequences of the new government's policies.

The S&P 500 tumbled more than 10 percent in two days, a drop comparable to some of the worst days of the pandemic-induced sell-off in March 2020 and, before that, the financial crisis in 2008.

Stocks have since stabilized, but the shock waves from the chaotic tariff rollout continue to send tremors through the global financial system.

Some investors have questioned the United States' role at the heart of that financial system and the safety of the nation's assets during periods of market turmoil, threatening the long-held market order.

There remain some optimists who note that the market turmoil did seem to eventually prompt Mr. Trump to back down on his steepest tariffs. But for many investors, even hopes of trade deals, tax cuts and deregulation -- a return to the more pro-business policies on the president's agenda -- remain marred by the sheer uncertainty over what else could happen next.

"It's a very unstable situation," said Michael Purves, chief investment officer at Tallbacken Capital.

Promises of Prosperity Ahead

It didn't start out like this.

One month into Mr. Trump's term, the S&P 500 notched a record high. Investors were encouraged by the seemingly unlimited potential of artificial intelligence and a new president who had campaigned on a pro-growth agenda.

Addressing the Future Investment Initiative Institute in Miami on Feb. 19, Mr. Trump assured investors of economic prosperity ahead.

"There's no better place on earth than the current and future United States of America under a certain president named Donald J. Trump," he said.

Investors were jubilant. "There was so much optimism in the air," said Todd Ahlsten, chief investment officer at Parnassus Investments, adding "there were few warning signs on the horizon."

Within a day of Mr. Trump's speech, however, worries over inflation started to weigh on the market, intensifying at the beginning of March with the announcement of 25 percent tariffs on Mexico and Canada. Economists expect tariffs, which are a tax on imports paid by the importer, to lead to higher prices for consumers and businesses.

Investors, who once believed that Mr. Trump's aggressive campaign talk about trade imbalances would not become policy, were suddenly confronting a new reality. The president was serious about imposing tariffs, and he was willing to risk a sell-off in the stock market to achieve his goals.

Investors were still not prepared for what came next.

'A Huge Change in the Paradigm'

The announcement of double-digit tariffs on countries across the globe incited the worst two-day sell-off for the S&P 500 since March 2020. The difference this time was that the slide came in direct response to government policy.

"It was a rapid sell-off, especially when you consider that there was no external shock like the pandemic," said Mohamed El-Erian, President of Queens' College at Cambridge University and the former chief executive of Pimco, one of the largest asset managers in the world.

Economists began sounding the alarm that the economy, which had been experiencing steadily slowing job growth as inflation cooled, was now headed toward a much sharper downturn. The administration again shrugged off the stock slide. Investors rushed to protect their portfolios from further losses.

"The U.S. economy has gone from being celebrated for economic exceptionalism to concerns that it is slipping into stagflation or recession," Dr. El-Erian said. "That is a huge change in the paradigm for the world's most important economy."

The week before the tariffs were expected to go into effect, both the tech-heavy Nasdaq Composite index and the Russell 2000 index of smaller companies -- which tend to be more of a barometer of the outlook for the economy than much larger, multinational companies -- had fallen into bear markets.

A bear market, in which an index falls 20 percent from its peak, is rare. When one occurs, it is a marker of extreme investor pessimism. In this case, analysts and economists say, it's over the direction of the economy in response to tariffs. It's a line in the sand for a sell-off turning into a sustained down market.

When markets closed on April 8 -- the day before the tariffs were set to take effect -- the S&P 500 had fallen 18.9 percent below its February peak. With the market continuing the fall further toward a bear market as the tariffs came into force the next morning, Mr. Trump announced a 90-day pause for the most punitive tariffs on all countries except China. Stocks rallied, with the S&P 500 recording its best day since 2008.

Alarm Bells Across the Financial System

But it wasn't the stock market that Mr. Trump said had made him blink.

That same week, something strange occurred in both the bond and currency markets. Typically, in times of turmoil, investors all over the world seek out U.S. assets as a source of reliability and safety. They buy dollars and U.S. government debt, typically pushing up the value of each.

That is what happened as the stock market initially tumbled. But in the days leading up to the tariffs, both the dollar and U.S. government bonds started to fall as well, setting off alarm bells across Wall Street.

Traders described a sense of panic and fear as prices lurched lower, sending yields soaring.

The 30-year Treasury bond started the week with a yield of just over 4.3 percent. In overnight trading before the tariffs went into effect, the yield -- which is indicative of the borrowing cost for the U.S. government -- rose above 5 percent. That was a huge move in a market that typically moves by hundredths of a percentage point each day.

"The bond market is very tricky," Mr. Trump remarked

Traders pointed to technical thresholds that were breached in the bond market, setting off a spate of selling from different computer-driven trading strategies that automatically buy and sell based on preset programming.

Then the sell-off gathered momentum, with some analysts saying the unusual moves were a sign that investors were souring on U.S. assets amid the chaos caused by tariffs.

U.S. exceptionalism is rooted in the notion that the United States plays a central role in global financial markets, where the dollar is the reserve currency and the nation's debt underpins borrowing domestically and internationally. That very notion, analysts say, has become vulnerable.

Amid the chaos, Mr. Trump also ramped up attacks on the people and institutions underpinning U.S. exceptionalism, such as Jerome H. Powell, the chair of the Federal Reserve, whose independence helps underpin investor confidence in U.S. markets.

The president was displeased that Mr. Powell had not lowered interest rates, even though the latter has warned that doing so could fuel further inflation. While many investors also long for lower rates, it is more important to them that the Fed maintain its independence.

More 'Yo-Yo' Tariffs?

Since April 9, there had been a shift in the tone of the administration.

Officials have promoted what they say have been positive trade negotiations taking place behind the scenes.

Even when the administration's claims of talks are rebuffed for being made up, as in the case of China, investors have taken the cue that the White House is trying to give the market something to cheer.

Still, few are willing to bet on what happens next.

One bond banker at a U.S. bank said his team was no longer making trading decisions with a time horizon of up to six months, as it was last year. Instead, uncertainty has forced it to make decisions week to week, with much dependent on the eventual level of tariffs that may not be known for weeks or even months.

Economic data will be watched closely for signs that tariffs are taking hold. Earnings reports will continue to be pored over for signs that tariffs are hitting Main Street.

Then it will be July and the end of the 90-day pause that put tariffs and the market's meltdown on hold.

"If the administration moderates the tariff policy soon, and the tariff uncertainty abates, the lasting damage might be modest or negligible," said James Egelhof, an economist at BNP Paribas. He said he was spending an increasing amount of time fielding questions from clients about what a potential economic downturn might look like if the tariff uncertainty persists.

"If we continue on a course where tariffs behave like a yo-yo, going up, then down, then up again, then this uncertainty won't abate, and it will have a paralyzing effect on businesses in particular," he said.

Highlighting that uncertainty again on Wednesday, Mr. Trump pushed off blame for the current market turmoil onto his predecessor.

"This is Biden's Stock Market, not Trump's," Mr. Trump wrote on Truth Social. "I didn't take over until January 20th. Tariffs will soon start kicking in, and companies are starting to move into the USA in record numbers."

"BE PATIENT!!' he added.
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Student Debt Collections Restart on May 5. Here's What to Know.

More than five million borrowers are in default, and millions of others are projected to be on the precipice.




By Tara Siegel Bernard



Apr 29, 2025 at 10:03 AM

After a five-year reprieve, the Trump administration will restart forced collections on federal student loans in default, which could include garnishing a portion of borrowers' paychecks.

With collections in place, the last piece of the student loan machinery has been turned back on, officially ending pandemic-era relief, which began when President Trump paused federal student loan payments in March 2020.

The Biden administration extended the freeze several times, and payments resumed only in October 2023. But the rules were relaxed for the first year of repayment, and borrowers weren't penalized for slipping behind until last fall.

Now that those penalties have begun to appear, borrowers who fell behind are beginning to see their credit scores plunge, including more than five million borrowers in default and many millions more projected to be on the precipice.

At the same time, the Biden-era repayment program known as SAVE -- which ties a borrower's loan payments to income and household size -- has been frozen since August, with its eight million enrollees' payments on hold. That plan is stuck in legal limbo, an evolving situation that threatens to upend the income-driven repayment plans that came before it.

Here's where things stand for borrowers.

Where can I learn more about my loan status?

If you log in to your account on the federal website, StudentAid.gov, you'll find your dashboard with details on how much you owe and the status of your loans -- whether they are in repayment, for example, or default. If it's the latter, you may also see a warning at the top.

Make sure your contact information is up to date both there and with your loan servicer, which is the company the government hired to administer your loans.

My loans are in default. What happens next?

The Education Department said it will begin forced collections on loans in default on May 5, which means any tax refunds and other federal payments can be withheld and applied toward your debt. (Seizures from recurring payments, like Social Security benefits, won't start until early June.) This summer, the government said, it will send out required notices that pave the way for garnishing a portion of borrowers' paychecks.

If you are among the five million borrowers in default, or those with loans 270 days or more overdue, you should expect to receive an email from the Federal Student Aid office in the next couple of weeks, urging you to get in touch with its Default Resolution Group. That unit can help get your loan situation sorted.

There are serious consequences if the loans remain in default, which means the balance becomes immediately due. The government can grab your entire tax refund (as long as it doesn't exceed your debt amount) and up to 15 percent of monthly Social Security retirement and disability benefits and your paycheck. (The Treasury Offset program has a more comprehensive list of what's eligible and what's off limits.)

Besides collections, the default will damage your credit standing, which can make it more difficult to qualify for an apartment rental or impossible to obtain new loans.

How can I get out of default?

You can pay the loan in full, but that's not an option for most people.

More feasible alternatives include consolidating the defaulted loans or rehabilitating the loan, which requires making nine out of 10 consecutive "reasonable" payments, determined by loan holders using a formula.

It's usually easiest to consolidate the defaulted loan (as long as you have more than one loan) into one federal Direct Consolidation Loan, which pays off the old ones.

But there are drawbacks, especially for borrowers in income-driven repayment plans (which forgive any remaining debt after a period, generally 20 years, of payments tied to your income and household size). After consolidation, you lose any credit earned toward loan forgiveness.

I can't afford my payments. What are my options?

Income-driven repayment plans, a decades-old safety net that ties the size of your monthly loan payments to your income level, is often a go-to option in times of financial distress.

But there are fewer income-driven options at the moment: The entire landscape was shaken up after two groups of Republican-led states challenged the Saving on a Valuable Education (SAVE) plan, the more affordable income-driven repayment plan introduced by President Biden. Given the high cost of the program, the states argued that Mr. Biden had overstepped his authority, and the courts temporarily froze SAVE while the merits of the case are decided.

Remaining programs include:



	The Pay as You Earn (PAYE) and Income-Based Repayment (I.B.R.) plans, where monthly payments are 10 percent of discretionary income for 20 years, at which time any remaining balance is forgiven* (or after 25 years for graduate borrowers in I.B.R.).


	The Income-Contingent Repayment (I.C.R.), a more expensive plan, where payments are 20 percent of discretionary income for 25 years, after which any remaining debt is wiped away.* (I.C.R. is the only income-driven plan available to federal parent PLUS loan borrowers.)



(*At the moment, loan forgiveness is on hold for all income-driven repayment plans with the exception of I.B.R. For more explanation on the complicated status of all income-driven plans right now, see the next question.)

Beyond the income-driven programs, there are repayment plans that can lower your monthly obligation: graduated repayment, where payments start lower and rise over time, and extended repayment, which lowers the monthly payment by lengthening the loan term.

The Education Department's Loan Simulator can help borrowers evaluate and compare which type of repayment plan would work best for their situation.

Have the rules of income-driven plans changed?

Some have, at least temporarily.

A February court order upheld the temporary pause on the SAVE plan, but also expanded it by calling into question a longstanding feature of income-driven plans: loan forgiveness, which usually occurs after at least two decades of payments.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit said the Education Department lacked the explicit authority to forgive loans as part of the Income-Contingent Repayment plans, a significant departure from how the statute governing the plan had been interpreted for about 30 years.

The litigation, which is ongoing, prompted the administration to pause forgiveness on the PAYE and I.C.R. plans since, like SAVE, they were created by the Education Department.

Borrowers in the I.B.R. plan, which Congress enacted, can continue to have their loans forgiven. (Payments on PAYE, SAVE and I.C.R. are counted toward I.B.R. plan forgiveness if the borrower enrolls in the I.B.R. program.)

Several other newer rules were changed or clarified, too. Separately, a married borrower in an income-driven plan who files a separate income tax return from their spouse will not have to include the spouse's income in the calculation determining monthly payments, experts said, but the spouse can be included in family size.

Where did the counter showing my progress toward forgiveness go?

Starting in January, borrowers in income-driven repayment plans were able to see their progress toward loan forgiveness on their StudentAid.gov dashboard. But with the appellate court's order temporarily banning the SAVE plan and parts of other income-driven plans, the Education Department said it had removed the payment counter for the time being.

Borrower advocates say it is still possible to find the counter once you're logged in, however, and they suggest taking screenshots.

"This is important so that they know where they stand and how much longer they should expect to have student loan bills," said Abby Shafroth, director of the National Consumer Law Center's Student Loan Borrower Assistance Project, "and so they have evidence of their credit toward forgiveness in case there is an effort to quietly roll it back."

Are loan servicers processing income-driven plan application requests?

The Education Department said it had not processed applications for enrollment in any income-driven repayment plans since August, but it is working with federal student loan servicers and expects processing to begin again in May.

Still, it could take a while, depending on your situation: Roughly 1.9 million applicants are in the queue.

I'm enrolled in an income-driven plan. Do I need to recertify my income?

Since income-driven plans base payments on earnings and family size, participants have been required to update -- or recertify -- their income each year (or face negative consequences).

If you were due to recertify on or after Feb. 21, 2025, your recertification date has been extended one year. (The Federal Student Aid office's website has more specifics.)

The department said that recertification would eventually be automated, and that it would release more information this week.

What other ways can I get a reprieve -- or lower monthly payments?

Borrowers can temporarily pause payments through deferments or forbearance. Review the terms carefully, because these programs have different eligibility requirements and consequences, largely because of the way interest is treated.

Simply consolidating your loans can also lower your monthly payments by extending the repayment period, but there are drawbacks. You may have a higher interest rate on all of your debt and end up paying more overall.

I'm in the SAVE plan. What's the status?

The Saving on a Valuable Education plan is still winding its way through the courts, and enrollees have been in limbo since last summer. Their accounts are in forbearance, which in this case means payments are on hold and interest is not accruing.

Can I still make progress toward Public Service Loan Forgiveness?

The Public Service Loan Forgiveness program is still open to government and nonprofit employees such as public schoolteachers, librarians and public defenders. After 120 qualifying payments are made, any remaining balance is wiped out. But most borrowers need to be enrolled in an income-driven repayment plan to be eligible for loan cancellation.

Borrowers in SAVE are currently in an interest-free forbearance -- and they cannot earn payment credits toward forgiveness. But the other available income-driven plans -- I.B.R., I.C.R. and PAYE -- are still compatible with Public Service Loan Forgiveness.

What if I'm in P.S.L.F. but I'm stuck in the SAVE plan?

You have a couple of options. You can switch to one of the other income-driven repayment plans, which will allow you to earn credit toward forgiveness.

Alternatively, you can ride out the SAVE forbearance and use what's called a "buy back" to get credit for those months once you have completed 120 months of eligible employment, said Betsy Mayotte, president of the Institute of Student Loan Advisors, a group that provides free guidance to borrowers.

Using the buy back option, borrowers later make payments that are at least equal to what they would have owed under an eligible income-driven plan for the time they were paused in forbearance. (Be sure to document and keep copies or snapshots of everything, including your work history with your eligible employer as well as any qualifying payments and recertification applications.)

Trump wants to shut down the Education Department. What does this mean for my loans?

President Trump instructed Education Secretary Linda McMahon to begin to shut down the agency, but he cannot do so without congressional approval. He also announced that the student loan portfolio would move to the Small Business Administration, a change that would also require approval. But as my colleague Stacy Cowley reported, Congress has shown no interest in that idea.

For now, the loan portfolio remains at the Education Department.

Where can I get more help?

You can try the Institute of Student Loan Advisors, a group that provides free guidance to borrowers. The Student Debt Crisis Center has a resource center and holds workshops, and some states, like New York, may offer services to assist borrowers.

If you're having trouble getting the help you need with your servicer, some states have student loan ombudsman offices that can help.

The Federal Student Aid office also has a list of frequently asked questions on its website.
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Chinese Factories Slow in Early Sign of Trade War's Toll

A slowdown in commerce between the United States and China caused by escalating tariffs was evident in a report Wednesday on manufacturing activity in April.

A garment factory in Guangzhou, China, this month. Qilai Shen for The New York Times



By Daisuke Wakabayashi
Daisuke Wakabayashi is the Asia business and economics correspondent.


Apr 30, 2025 at 06:57 AM

President Trump's tariffs are already taking a toll on China's factories.

Three weeks into a trade war that pushed import tariffs on Chinese-made goods to 145 percent, an official report on manufacturing activity signaled that in April, Chinese factories experienced the sharpest monthly slowdown in more than a year.

The report, a survey of industrial firms published on Wednesday by the National Bureau of Statistics, provides the first official indication of how the U.S. tariffs are affecting the Chinese economy. China has responded to the U.S. tariffs with 125 percent tariffs of its own on American goods.

The trade brinkmanship threatens U.S. and Chinese growth -- and potentially the global economy. Emerging signs of hardship in both countries have ratcheted up pressure on President Trump and Xi Jinping, China's top leader, to strike a deal to break the impasse.

Neither Beijing nor Washington appears ready to blink. China's foreign ministry released a video on Tuesday, saying the country refuses to cave to "a bully." Mr. Trump, in an interview with ABC News on Tuesday, continued to push back, saying China was "ripping us off like nobody's ever ripped us off." He said he believed that China "probably will eat those tariffs," defying anxiety among consumers and businesses about the impact of the import taxes he has imposed.

On Tuesday, United Parcel Service announced that it would cut 20,000 jobs and close 73 buildings this year. General Motors said it could no longer stand by its previous forecast for solid profit growth this year, citing Mr. Trump's tariffs on imported cars and imported parts. U.S. consumer confidence fell to its lowest levels in five years.

China's manufacturing purchasing managers' index fell to 49.0 in April, down from 50.5 in March. A reading below 50 indicates a deterioration in activity in the sector. The index was above 50 in the previous two months, driven by a bump in orders ahead of the tariffs. The April figure was below what economists had expected.

The survey's reading on new orders of goods for export was at its lowest level since the Covid-19 pandemic, dragging down the overall index. Also, a gauge of manufacturing employment contracted to its lowest level since February 2024.

Zichun Huang, China economist at Capital Economics, said in a note to clients that the data "suggests that China's economy is coming under pressure as external demand cools." Steps the government is taking to pump money into the economy are "unlikely to fully offset the drag," she said. Capital Economics forecasts the Chinese economy will grow 3.5 percent this year, well short of the government's 5 percent growth target.

In a research report on Tuesday, Nomura Securities said that if Chinese exports to the United States dropped 50 percent, 5.7 million people in China could lose their jobs immediately. That number could grow to 15.8 million workers once the long-term effects rippled through the economy.

Beijing has pledged to support its economy during the trade war with the United States, with a long list of initiatives aimed at encouraging its people to spend more. Among the ideas being proposed are pushing local governments to increase subsidies for those in need and improve pension benefits for retirees.

Chinese officials are hoping to stimulate domestic spending, which has remained stubbornly weak in the face of a property crisis that is weighing on the country's economy. To offset that stagnation in consumption, the Chinese economy has relied even more heavily on exports.

On Wednesday, China passed a law aimed at preserving the rights of private companies. China's focus in recent years on security and state control has come at the expense of the dynamism that helped propel China to become the world's second-largest economy.

Private business owners have complained that their economic interests and rights are often overlooked in favor of government priorities and policies. At face value, this law aims to alleviate some of those concerns.
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Vietnam Used to Be a Safe Haven for Trade. Now It Might Not Be.

On the 50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War, U.S. companies that have come to rely on Vietnam's factories, like Apple and Nike, are in a bind because of Trump's tariffs.

U.S. firms invested millions in Vietnam, but President Trump's tariffs could upend their trade plans. Kham/Reuters



By Grady McGregor



Apr 30, 2025 at 12:30 PM

During President Trump's first U.S.-Chinese trade war in 2018, American companies flocked to Vietnam to sidestep escalating tariffs, and the country became increasingly critical to their bottom lines.

But in Mr. Trump's escalating trade fight across the globe, Vietnam has become a new target. Tensions were so high that there were doubts about whether American diplomats would attend Wednesday's events commemorating the 50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War.

Here's how some U.S. businesses have come to rely on the country:



	Nike now produces half of its shoes in Vietnam and supports nearly half a million workers across 162 supplier factories.


	Apple, via contract manufacturers, employs more than 200,000 workers at 35 facilities. Apple suppliers have been offering sign-on bonuses and free housing to Vietnamese workers to support production.


	Firms like Intel and SpaceX have recently announced plans to expand in the country.


	In March, Vietnam welcomed the largest-ever delegation of American businesses -- over 60 firms in total, including Apple, Boeing and Amazon -- to explore opportunities for deepening ties to the country.



In all, American firms have enjoyed the benefits of cheaper Vietnamese manufacturing and calmer geopolitics.

That changed in April when Mr. Trump declared a 46 percent tariff on goods coming from Vietnam, some of the harshest duties imposed on any country. Trump administration hard-liners like Peter Navarro, the president's top trade adviser, and Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative, have made Vietnam into a punching bag. They have complained about the United States' $124 billion trade deficit with Vietnam and accused the country of being little more than a waypoint for Chinese-made goods as a way to avoid the steep tariffs.

Mr. Navarro has also criticized Vietnam's value-added tax, or VAT, a system that is common outside the United States and is essentially a local consumption tax. He claims it benefits Vietnamese exporters at the expense of American producers. Mr. Navarro has also accused Vietnam of cheating by stealing intellectual property. This week, the United States also imposed additional tariffs on Vietnam and three other countries for allegedly dumping solar panels on the U.S. market.

American firms aren't fleeing Vietnam just yet, experts say, given Mr. Trump's whipsawing tariff policies. Some Vietnamese manufacturers are even ramping up production to take advantage of a short-term arbitrage opportunity while the United States is engaged in another trade war with China. But for the most part, American firms are in wait-and-see mode.

"It's absolutely impossible to make any decisions right now about investing or expanding or spending any significant amount of capital" in Vietnam, said John Goyer, who leads American business engagement efforts for Southeast Asia at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. "You simply can't do it in an environment of this kind of uncertainty."

Shortly after April 2, Ho Duc Phoc, the deputy prime minister of Vietnam, called on the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the US-ASEAN Business Council to help persuade Mr. Trump to soften his stance toward the country and to convey a "message of goodwill." Last week, Mr. Greer, the U.S. trade representative, said he had a "productive" meeting with a Vietnamese trade official, according to the White House.

But experts see major shortcomings in the Trump administration's strategy. Mr. Trump wants to crack down on Vietnam to block shipments from China. Goods are often rerouted through Vietnam to avoid higher tariffs, known as transshipping, which Mr. Trump sees as a form of "non-tariff cheating." Vietnam has been so spooked by the allegations that officials convened an emergency meeting after Mr. Trump announced his tariffs to discuss steps to rein in the practice.

If the administration aims to cut Chinese imports, a country-by-country approach is shortsighted. "They only deal with countries bilaterally. That puts them at a huge disadvantage," said Inu Manak, a trade policy fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.

A Vietnamese crackdown on transshipping, for example, could lead tariff evaders to divert goods through countries like Cambodia, Thailand or Indonesia. "It just moves the problem elsewhere," Ms. Manak said. Multilateral negotiations would be more effective in creating rules to curb the practice, she added, "but that's just not the approach in this administration."

China is taking advantage of the situation. China's president, Xi Jinping, promoted his country as a relatively stable trading partner when he met Vietnam's top leader, To Lam, in Hanoi a few weeks ago. The two sides signed 45 deals to deepen economic ties, and Mr. Xi pledged to give Vietnam greater access to its market in agricultural trade and other areas. Mr. Xi urged Vietnam to oppose unilateral "bullying" tactics. Mr. Trump responded that Mr. To and Mr. Xi were out to "screw" the United States.

But Vietnam is happy to play both sides against each other. The country's talks with China won't stop it from cutting a deal with the United States.

"They're amongst the most practical and strategic partners I've ever met, and they're used to dealing in a transactional way," said Daniel Kritenbrink, who served as U.S. ambassador to Vietnam from 2017 to 2021.
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Paramount Board Clears Possible Path for Settling Trump's '60 Minutes' Lawsuit

Paramount's interest in settling has dismayed CBS's news division. The executive producer of "60 Minutes" abruptly resigned last week.

Shari Redstone, Paramount's controlling shareholder; Bill Owens, who resigned as executive producer of "60 Minutes"; and President Trump. Pool photo by Ron Sachs; Frederick M. Brown/Getty Images; Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Benjamin Mullin, Lauren Hirsch and Michael M. Grynbaum



Apr 29, 2025 at 11:45 PM

Lawyers for President Trump and Paramount, the parent of CBS News, are set to begin mediation on Wednesday over a lawsuit brought by Mr. Trump that accuses "60 Minutes" of deceptively editing an interview with his 2024 Democratic opponent, Kamala Harris.

Legal experts have called the suit baseless and an easy victory for CBS. But Paramount is entering the talks prepared to make a deal.

In an April 18 meeting, the Paramount board outlined acceptable financial terms for a potential settlement with the president, according to three people with knowledge of the internal discussions. The exact dollar amounts remain unclear, but the board's move clears a path for an out-of-court resolution.

Shari Redstone, the company's controlling shareholder, has said she favors settling the case. She is set to receive a major payday in a pending sale of Paramount to a Hollywood studio, Skydance, that requires sign-off from the Trump administration. Any settlement would ultimately require the board's approval, and Ms. Redstone has told the board that she is recusing herself from deliberations related to the lawsuit.

Paramount declined to comment.

Paramount's interest in settling has dismayed CBS's news division, in particular the staff of "60 Minutes," the country's most popular weekly news program. Four days after the April 18 board meeting, the show's executive producer, Bill Owens, abruptly announced he would resign, citing encroachment on its journalistic independence and saying Paramount "is done with me."

Mr. Owens's resignation sent shock waves through the media industry, which has faced an escalating series of legal and rhetorical attacks from the president. Mr. Trump has sued television networks, threatened to rescind broadcast licenses and barred reporters at disfavored news outlets from attending some White House events.

ABC News, which is owned by the Walt Disney Company, agreed in December to pay $16 million to settle a defamation case brought by Mr. Trump that many media lawyers considered frivolous. That decision foreshadowed a series of other high-profile settlements with Mr. Trump by corporate law firms and major universities.

Inside "60 Minutes," Mr. Owens has told confidants that he felt increasing pressure from Paramount in recent months. In January, Ms. Redstone complained to CBS executives about a "60 Minutes" segment about the war between Israel and Hamas. Afterward, a veteran CBS News executive was asked to review coming "60 Minutes" pieces that touched on the Middle East or the Trump administration.

Although no segments were canceled as a result, Mr. Owens was upset by the move. "60 Minutes" has long prided itself on an unusual degree of autonomy from the rest of CBS's news division, and Mr. Owens told his staff that the additional layer of review could create "a really slippery slope."

Tensions spiked again on April 13, when "60 Minutes" aired pieces on Mr. Trump's efforts to annex Greenland and his Oval Office dust-up with Volodymyr Zelensky, the president of Ukraine. The president reacted angrily, posting on social media that "60 Minutes," CBS and Paramount should be punished "for their unlawful and illegal behavior."

Ms. Redstone was unsettled by that post, and she requested a briefing from George Cheeks, Paramount's co-chief executive, about politically sensitive segments that "60 Minutes" had planned for the remainder of its season, which ends in May, according to two people with knowledge of the interaction.

Ms. Redstone expressed concern over some of those segments, and encouraged Mr. Cheeks to ensure that the news division was fair to subjects of coverage, although "60 Minutes" made no changes as a result of her remarks, the people said. Bloomberg and Semafor earlier reported on Ms. Redstone's conversations with Paramount's leadership.

By then, Mr. Owens had concluded that it would be untenable for him to remain at "60 Minutes" in the long term. Ms. Redstone's inquiry about future segments prompted Mr. Owens to consider announcing his resignation sooner rather than later, in part to attract public attention and persuade Paramount executives to refrain from meddling with "60 Minutes," the people said.

He did so in an emotional meeting last Tuesday, during which the correspondent Lesley Stahl choked up and Mr. Owens could barely get out his words. "It's clear that I've become the problem -- I'm the corporation's problem," he said, according to an audio recording. Mr. Owens lamented "having a minder" and seemed to allude to Ms. Redstone's request. "In a million years," he said, "the corporation didn't know what was coming up."

The frustration at "60 Minutes" about its corporate owners came to the surface at the end of its Sunday night telecast. In an astonishing segment, the correspondent Scott Pelley, a former anchor of "CBS Evening News" and a longtime friend of Mr. Owens, told viewers that his boss had resigned because he "felt he lost the independence that honest journalism requires." Mr. Pelley called out Paramount by name.

Inside the show's Midtown Manhattan offices, the worries about interference have not gone away.

This week, some "60 Minutes" producers expressed concern that corporate overseers could potentially interfere with an upcoming segment about conflicts between major law firms and the Trump administration, according to two people with knowledge of the conversations.

That segment, hosted by Mr. Pelley, could air as soon as Sunday.
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Trump's Cuts to Science Funding Could Hurt U.S. Economy, Study Shows

Reducing federal support for research and development could cause long-run economic damage and reduce government revenue.

The Trump administration in recent months has sought to cancel or freeze billions of dollars in grants to scientists. Joanna Kulesza for The New York Times



By Ben Casselman



Apr 30, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Cutting federal funding for scientific research could cause long-run economic damage equivalent to a major recession, according to a new study from researchers at American University.

In recent months, the Trump administration has sought to cancel or freeze billions of dollars in grants to scientists at Columbia, Harvard and other universities, and has moved to sharply curtail funding for academic medical centers and other institutions. Deeper cuts could be on the way. As soon as this week, the White House is expected to propose sharp reductions in discretionary spending, including on research and development, as part of the annual budget process.

Economists have warned that such cuts could undermine American competitiveness in areas like vaccine development, artificial intelligence and quantum computing, and could slow growth in income and productivity in the long term. The private sector can't fully replace government dollars, they argue, because basic research is too risky and takes too long to pay off to attract sufficient private investment.

The study, by a team of economists at American University's Institute for Macroeconomic and Policy Analysis, is among the first efforts to quantify the risks posed by Mr. Trump's cuts. Because the full extent of the administration's plans is not yet clear, the researchers studied a range of scenarios.

Even the mildest approach -- a 25 percent reduction in public support for research and development -- would correlate to a drop in economic output.

U.S. gross domestic product, adjusted for inflation, would be 3.8 percent smaller in the long term -- a decline similar in magnitude to that in the Great Recession, which ended in 2009. The drop in output would be much more gradual than that downturn, taking place over years rather than months. But it would also be more lasting. Cuts to scientific research would sap innovation, leading to slower productivity growth and, as a result, permanently lower economic output.

"It is going to be a decline forever," said Ignacio Gonzalez, one of the study's authors. "The U.S. economy is going to be smaller."

A smaller economy also means less income for the government to tax. As a result, while cutting investment could save money in the short run, it could leave the federal budget in worse shape over the longer term. The researchers estimate that a 25 percent cut to research funding would reduce government revenues 4.3 percent in the long term.

Larger funding cuts would have even greater effects. A 50 percent reduction in funding would lower gross domestic product nearly 7.6 percent, the researchers estimate, and a 75 percent cut would reduce it 11.3 percent -- a larger decline than in any recession since the Great Depression.

Such estimates might seem extreme, but they are consistent with other research. A recent paper published by the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas found that government investments in research and development accounted for at least a fifth of U.S. productivity growth since World War II.

"If you look at a long period of time, a lot of our increase in living standards seems to be coming from public investment in scientific research," said Andrew Fieldhouse, a Texas A&M economist and an author of the Dallas Fed study. "The rates of return are just really high."

Political leaders in earlier eras appeared to recognize that payoff. In another recent study, Mr. Fieldhouse found that past efforts to cut the federal budget largely spared investments in nondefense research and development.

In recent weeks, scientists and higher education leaders have tried to rally support among the public and in Congress for continued federal funding. On Tuesday, the Science Coalition, a group of public and private research universities, released a report on the role of federal funding in promoting economic growth. The report highlighted examples of private companies that grew out of government-backed university research.

"Research that's happening at one university, it doesn't just stay in those walls -- it has a ripple effect," said Abigail Robbins, president of the coalition. "This is not a blue or red state issue. It transcends that."
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Starbucks Profit Drops, but Leaders Say Turnaround Is Working

Profit fell 50 percent in the quarter, and the company said one reason was its hiring of additional workers to help its turnaround strategy.

Despite the challenges of tariffs and higher coffee prices, Starbucks said it was seeing progress on its turnaround strategy. Scott Olson/Getty Images



By Julie Creswell



Apr 30, 2025 at 12:35 AM

Faster coffee. More baristas. More seating.

Despite headwinds from higher coffee prices and tariffs on certain products, Starbucks is seeing progress on its turnaround strategy, its chief executive, Brian Niccol, told investors and Wall Street analysts on a quarterly earnings call on Tuesday.

"We're not just building back our business," he said. "We're building back a better business."

Global same-store sales for the first three months of the year fell 1 percent from a year earlier, an improvement from recent quarters. Global revenues rose 2.3 percent to $8.7 billion in the quarter while net earnings fell 50 percent, to $384.2 million, from year-earlier levels.

In China, the second-largest market for Starbucks and one that has struggled in recent quarters, same-store sales were flat, a considerable improvement from a year earlier, when they were down 11 percent. Last fall, Mr. Niccol said the company might seek a strategic partner in China, but he provided no update on Tuesday's call.

The company's stock was down more than 6 percent in after-hours trading.

Starbucks attributed some of the steep decline in profit to the hiring of additional workers for its turnaround strategy and various restructuring costs. During the quarter, the company announced plans to cut 1,100 corporate employees.

At the same time, Mr. Niccol said, the company is hiring more baristas and piloting a program that allows them to more easily pick up and trade shifts in their area.

In response to customer complaints about wait times, especially during peak periods, Starbucks is testing an order-sequencing program. In stores trying the new program, cafe wait times dropped by an average of two minutes, with a majority of customers now waiting less than four minutes for their coffee at peak times, Mr. Niccol said.

And for customers who groused about the removal of seating at some locations, Mr. Niccol said the company was moving quickly to bring it back. "We're making it more enticing to stay in our cafes with ceramic mugs and an expanded free-refill policy and the return of great seats," he said.

Still, coffee prices, which hit a 50-year high in the quarter because of weather-related shortages and heightened demand, are a concern, as is President Trump's tariff campaign on many countries. On the call, Cathy Smith, who joined Starbucks as the chief financial officer in March, said it got its coffee from 28 countries, a majority in Latin America. She added that coffee made up less than 15 percent of the company's total product and distribution costs and that Starbucks was looking to "further diversify and redirect coffee shipments as appropriate."

She also noted that some Starbucks merchandise was from China and that for the winter holiday season, the company was already shifting production of some products to alternative locations.

And while the company still sees the potential to expand the number of stores in the United States, Mr. Niccol said, it is slowing the pace as construction and renovation costs climb.

"We still believe there's a tremendous opportunity to, you know, double the store count from where we are today," he said. "I just want to double it with the right build at the right cost."
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European Automakers Scrap Forecasts Amid Tariff Uncertainty

Faced with tariffs introduced by President Trump on cars, steel and aluminum, Europe's carmakers are pessimistic about the future.

A Volkswagen factory in Wolfsburg, Germany. Volkswagen is the biggest automaker in Europe. Sean Gallup/Getty Images



By Melissa Eddy
Reporting from Berlin


Apr 30, 2025 at 05:21 PM

European carmakers, including Mercedes-Benz, Stellantis and Volkswagen, said Wednesday that the chaos and upheaval caused by the tariffs introduced by President Trump had left them struggling to assess the impact and unable to plan for the future.

After years of sluggish demand and high inflation, Europe's carmakers headed into 2025 with a raft of new battery-powered models and high hopes that they would lure back customers.

Instead, they are faced with global uncertainty surrounding supply chains and customer demand, set off by Mr. Trump's decision to impose 25 percent tariffs on all cars, steel and aluminum coming into the United States.

On Wednesday, Mercedes-Benz suspended its financial forecasts for 2025, as did Stellantis, which includes Fiat, Peugeot and Opel among its brands in Europe and Chrysler, Dodge and Jeep in the United States.

"The current volatility with regard to tariff policies, mitigation measures, and resulting potential direct and indirect effects in particular on customer behavior and demand is too high to reliably assess the business development for the remainder of the year," Mercedes-Benz said in a statement on Wednesday.

Stellantis cited "the evolution of customs tariffs, as well as the difficulty in predicting their potential impacts on the market and the competitive landscape," for its decision.

Volkswagen Group, the largest automaker in Europe, decided not to scrap its outlook for 2025, but instead scaled back its profit expectations to the lower end of its forecast, to between 5 and 6 percent. The company, which owns Audi, Porsche and the Volkswagen brand, cautioned that the initial calculations had been made before the tariffs were introduced in early April.

All three companies have factories in the United States. Mr. Trump on Tuesday announced changes to the tariffs in what he called "a little flexibility" toward automakers that produce cars in the United States and are concerned about the damage the import taxes will do to their business.

Under the latest version, carmakers that pay a 25 percent tariff on auto imports are not subject to other levies, like on steel and aluminum, or on certain imports from Canada and Mexico. However, the rules do not appear to protect automakers from tariffs on steel and aluminum that their suppliers pay and may pass on.

Volkswagen, which has a factory in the United States, scaled back its profit expectations to the lower end of its forecast, to between 5 and 6 percent.  Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters


The leading group representing German automakers welcomed the move by Mr. Trump, but called it "a small step" that only slightly eased the burden caused by the tariffs.

German carmakers operating in the United States have been caught off guard by the import taxes on parts and vehicles coming in from Canada and Mexico, where many set up operations after Mr. Trump reworked the free-trade agreement with those countries during his first term in office.

"Companies urgently need more clarity in order to be able to assess the exact impact and implement the measures with legal certainty," said Hildegard Muller, the president of the German Association of the Automotive Industry.

Porsche has been among the German brands hardest hit by the tariffs. It relies on the U.S. market for 40 percent of its sales, but manufactures its sports cars exclusively in Germany, leaving it heavily exposed to the duties.

The sports car maker's dismal performance in the first three months of the year dragged down its parent company, Volkswagen Group, which said Wednesday that its earnings dropped more than 40 percent in the first quarter.

The Volkswagen automobile factory, in Wolfsburg, Germany. The company said that its earnings dropped more than 40 percent in the first quarter. Sean Gallup/Getty Images


Even before Mr. Trump introduced tariffs, Volkswagen's key brands were struggling against high costs and overcapacity at its plants in Germany, as well as increased pressure from Chinese competitors that are flooding the European market despite an increase in import taxes passed by the European Union last year.

Volkswagen makes cars, including the electric ID.4, at a factory in Chattanooga, Tenn., and is building a factory in South Carolina to produce off-road vehicles under the Scout brand. Audi produces cars in Europe and Mexico but not in the United States. Oliver Blume, Volkswagen's chief executive, has said the company is considering shifting manufacturing of another one of its models to Chattanooga to avoid tariffs.

German media has reported that Mr. Blume and his counterparts at Mercedes-Benz and BMW met with Mr. Trump in an effort to work out a deal. German automakers and their suppliers employ some 138,000 people in the United States, according to the German industry trade group.

The tariffs are causing other European carmakers to rethink their strategy in the United States. The British automaker Aston Martin said Wednesday that it was holding back on imports to the United States because of the tariffs. Instead, the company plans to use up inventory that has already been shipped, its chief executive said in a statement. Jaguar Land Rover has also said it is pausing shipments to the United States.
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In TikToks and a Memoir, a Nun Makes the Unexpected Case for Convent Life

Though she long felt a calling, Sister Monica Clare tried Hollywood first. Her book, and a visit, confirm the warmth -- and fragility -- of her new community.

"This is where I belong, these are my people," Sister Monica Clare said. "I never thought I would find that."



By Elisabeth Egan
Elisabeth Egan is a great-niece of a Franciscan nun and a former student of the Sisters of the Holy Child, whose motto is "Actions not words."


Apr 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM

On a Sunday night during Lent, a circle of Episcopal nuns sat in their lamp-lit library, chatting, knitting and gazing upon an unlikely altar: An orthopedic dog bed cradling their venerable mutt, Jennie, who was recovering from ACL surgery.

Vespers was over. So was supper, featuring spring rolls, liverwurst and potato chips. It was almost time for the Great Silence, a nightly 12-hour hush that amplifies sounds of wind and wildlife around the convent on a hill in Mendham, N.J.

But first came the final prayer of the day, and everyone took turns reading lines. "Blessed be the air" sounded like an understatement in the golden glow of the room. At "Teach us to be at peace with what we have," Jennie sighed and repositioned herself on the plush gray cot, the rare modern furnishing in the century-old convent. It was a gift from a follower of Sister Monica Clare's TikTok account.

Imagine Maria von Trapp as a successful nun, and you have a sense of the 59-year-old mother superior who launched @NunsenseForthePeople in 2020 and now has a new memoir, "A Change of Habit." 

She started her TikTok as a way to raise awareness about progressive orders like the Community of St. John Baptist and, perhaps, to attract new members. After all, she worked in Hollywood before becoming a nun; she knows the power of social media.

The convent at Community of St. John Baptist in New Jersey, where Sister Monica Clare serves as mother superior.  Lila Barth for The New York Times


"If you want to reach young people, they're all there," Sister Monica Clare said. "They're not at the roller rink or the bowling alley."

Her pandemic videos of a troublemaking wild turkey made way for ones about living in isolation and, by popular demand, her skin care routine. As the account gathered steam -- it now has more than 200,000 followers -- strangers wondered: Who was this charismatic nun with a Southern twang and an eye for lighting? Why did she leave her marriage, a fledgling comedy career and a stable job for a life of prayer? And, let's be honest, who knew there were Episcopal nuns?

To understand what led Sister Monica Clare to the convent, it helps to know her sisters.

Old-fashioned surroundings notwithstanding -- think dumbwaiters, a sewing room and doors requiring a strong shoulder to open -- the nuns' sensible sneakers are squarely planted in the modern world. They support progressive causes. They livestream Thursday prayer group.  They share Priuses and Subarus. They have a treadmill and iPhones. During my visit, one nun wore a hoodie over her habit; another wore Crocs. Four members of the community were married before joining.

"I'll never forget the day I was in bed and a line of scripture came to me: Get up and put your house in order," Sister Monica Clare said. Lila Barth for The New York Times


Sister Monica Clare's call to sisterhood was complicated. And baffling. And completely out of step with her fame-adjacent life in Los Angeles.

"I tried to cure it in therapy," she said. "I tried to ignore it. I learned to be secretive about it. I kept asking people, 'What do you think of me becoming a nun?' I always got negative responses."

Claudette Powell, as she was then known, grew up Southern Baptist in Rome, Ga., with an abusive con-man father and minimal stability. Church was an escape from the chaos. Nuns were another species, Roman Catholics who were, according to her grandmother, going straight to hell. But in that post-Vatican-II era, as ruler-wielding nuns made way for guitar-toting ones, young Claudette found herself transfixed by "The Nun's Story," "The Flying Nun" and "The Sound of Music." She quietly fantasized about sisterhood.

Throughout the convent, religious statues mingle with, say, a bulletin board advertising a prayer group at Dunkin' Donuts. Lila Barth for The New York Times

The sisters at Community of St. John Baptist wear simple silver crosses with plain wooden rosary beads. Lila Barth for The New York Times


She studied acting at New York University, where she realized she'd always be the sidekick, never the ingenue. She joined an improv group called Sterile Yak -- Mo Willems was a member -- and worked as a nanny for a family with whom she moved to Los Angeles. There she took comedy classes with the Groundlings and was selected for their entry-level troupe along with Cheri Oteri and Jennifer Coolidge.

"I thought, I'm going to get into the main company, I'm going to get on 'Saturday Night Live,'" Sister Monica Clare said. "That was the trajectory."

In an interview, Oteri recalled her friend as a kind, calm person, "an amazing straight man." She said, "A lot of actors have neuroses that are very close to the surface. Claudette did not."

But Sister Monica Clare never made it to the main company, in part because she became entangled with the man she'd later marry. "I was putting a lot of energy into trying to fix my relationship," she said. "It was terrible from the very beginning."

She recalled an epiphany after attending Jimmy Fallon's birthday party at the Chateau Marmont. (Yes, it was strange hearing these words from a woman wearing a habit.)

"I stumbled out the door, burst into tears and thought, I can't hack it," Sister Monica Clare said. "I can't fit in. People think I'm weird. Why am I trying to do this? That was the turning point."

In the chapter room, a recumbent bike sits beneath 19th-century paintings. Lila Barth for The New York Times


She went to work at IMAX, then for a boutique firm that handled publicity for the Berlin Film Festival, among other clients. Her marriage ended after "two long, arduous years." She said, "I'll never forget the day I was in bed and a line of scripture came to me: Get up and put your house in order."

Sister Monica Clare joined All Saints' Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills and immediately felt welcome. Disillusioned by Hollywood, she started to contemplate religious life. She ruled out seminary -- "I needed a full-time job" -- and decided, at long last, to become a nun.

The convent houses an extensive collection of vestments and ecclesiastical textiles, most made by sisters in the 19th and early 20th century. Lila Barth for The New York Times


Cushions on the seats in the chapel were needlepointed by one of the associates in the community.  Lila Barth for The New York Times


But there was a catch: Sister Monica Clare had to pay off $150,000 of debt in order to join a convent. (There was no work-study program; she asked.)The process took a decade.

Suffice it to say, joining the sisterhood is not a sign-on-the-dotted line transaction. You have to choose a community, and the community has to choose you. You have to take vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. These are not goals for most people.

The Community of St. John Baptist sprawls over 85 acres in Mendham, including a former orphanage turned retreat house (put into service last month when Steven Spielberg filmed scenes for an upcoming movie at the convent), plus outbuildings, gardens and a labyrinth. Upon arrival, I was dazzled by the place, then struck by the disparity between the website and reality. These were old buildings surrounded by naked trees. The stucco on the convent looked weary. There was a loneliness to the empty parking lot, but also a sense of tranquillity.

Ten sisters now live in the convent, down from 33 a few decades ago. They range in age from 32 to 89, with the majority on the older side. Episcopal nuns aren't underwritten by the church; the community supports itself with bequests, donations, real estate deals and a retreat ministry catering to over 2,000 visitors each year, from different faiths and interest groups.

The sisters take care of one another, which would be impossible without new seekers.

Video: 


Niambi Mercado is the youngest resident. (She'll take on a new name later in the discernment process.) Before she arrived last year, she worked a melange of jobs -- dog groomer, Walgreens clerk, parish secretary, activities coordinator at an assisted living facility. Then Mercado realized she just wanted to "do good work for people and have a roof over my head."

After wrangling with her own debt, breaking the news to her parents and giving up her cat, Trinket, she made her way to Mendham. Her friends were supportive; Sister Monica Clare's TikToks helped them understand what convent life would look like.

Mercado, an only child, is unfazed by the age gap between sisters and the responsibilities that come with it. "I'm a 70-year-old trapped in a 30-year-old body," she said. "I've always felt more comfortable with older people."

Sister Pamela, a 50-year veteran, likened religious life to her experience playing violin in an orchestra. "I felt as though I were doing something with others and making a joyful noise that was pleasing to God," she said. "I get that feeling now."

A typical day includes more than five hours of worship. Of course, as mother superior, Sister Monica Clare has additional obligations.

"Keeping the doors open and the electricity on, it's a lot," she said, while a crew took down nearby trees infested with emerald ash borer. "Every year we fall short of our budget. We have to make up for it somehow. There's always this tension of having to keep everything going and protect the sisters."

When an agent proposed writing a memoir, Sister Monica Clare turned to the community for guidance: "I said, I would never portray any of you in a bad light because I love you all. You're my family."

Some sisters were fine with the idea; others requested to be identified by pseudonym.

"A Change of Habit" follows the arc of Sister Monica Clare's career with irreverence and sincerity. She writes about cosmetic surgery at the hands of Robert Kotler, "Beverly Hills Nose Job Guy"; then, 200 pages later, describes the view inside a church where she ministered to homeless people: "I was looking at the men sleeping in the pews, and for a brief moment I saw them all quite vividly as the little boys that they had been." She goes on, "My heart burst open, showering them all with God's love."

It was hard for Sister Monica Clare to stare down the ghosts of her own childhood on paper. "If my father was alive, I don't know if I would have been able to write the book because I'd be afraid he'd kill me," she said, only half joking. "I thought, wow, all these years later, it still affects me. It lives in your body."

Her collaborator on the book, Alexis Gargagliano, described working with Sister Monica Clare as "a master class in learning to listen to yourself."

All proceeds from "A Change of Habit" will go to the Community of St. John Baptist. As of late March, only a few sisters had read the book. Some are nervous about the spotlight it will bring to their world, suspended just beyond the bounds of suburbia.

"I don't think they fully realize the benefit that could come from raising awareness that we exist," Sister Monica Clare said. "For people who are lost and seeking, this way of life is available."

On Saturday afternoon, after this article was first published, Sister Monica Claire announced on social media that Jennie, the convent dog, had died suddenly. "She was always on the job, very serious about protecting the sisters," she wrote.

She assured her followers that Jennie was going straight to heaven.
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A Soccer-Loving Nation's Transcendent Summer Is Reimagined

The video game Despelote, set against Ecuador's journey to the 2002 World Cup, is filled with the sights and sounds of its country and candid, autobiographical details.

Despelote revisits Ecuador's soccer frenzy in 2001 from a child's perspective in Quito, its mountainous capital. Julian Cordero and Sebastian Valbuena



By Lewis Gordon



Apr 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM

In the summer of 2001, Ecuador found itself gripped by soccer fever.

With each match, including a 1-0 victory over the Brazilian giant, residents still reeling from a financial crisis were lifted out of their funk, carried along on a country-consuming wave of hope as the men's national team sought to qualify for the World Cup for the first time.

That period -- one filled with the palpable excitement that Ecuador was set to arrive on the world stage (which it duly did) -- looms large in the imagination of Julian Cordero.

He was only 4 in 2001 yet has "idealized" the time, theorizing that its horizon-shifting power was formative for his generation. So Cordero set out to make a video game about it from the perspective of a child in Quito, Ecuador's mountainous capital.

His game, Despelote, is a reconstructive voyage into this halcyon period, a narrative adventure that gives players not gun battles or dragon-slaying quests but more humdrum activities: skipping class, causing mischief and, naturally, kicking a soccer ball about in the park for hours on end.

You play as a lightly fictionalized version of a young Cordero, having to orient the first-person camera upward to look at everything. Its 3-D world is made from photographs of actual neighborhoods in Quito, rendered in a dreamy impressionistic style that evokes Cordero's own act of remembering. The bustling, excitable sounds that waft through these settings are field recordings.

Despelote, which is being released for the Xbox Series X|S, PC and PlayStation consoles this week, is a striking hybrid: video game, autofiction and documentary all at once. It was born from Cordero's own philosophical conviction that video games are "obsessed with creating worlds" at the expense of actually "capturing our own."

While studying at New York University's Game Center, Cordero was exposed to autobiographical indie games like Cibele by Nina Freeman, which put players in the shoes of a young woman navigating a relationship forged online. He began to see the act of creating games -- devising code, making art assets, designing environments -- as akin to a writer jotting down ideas into a journal.

Many scenes in Despelote, whose name is a pun combining the Spanish words for "mess" and "ball," have a delicate, diaristic quality, including the flash-forwards to Cordero's life as a teenager. He is at a house party, glugging on beer, navigating awkward conversations. You might direct him outside, finding comfort in the ritual of kicking a ball.

Despelote is a notable departure from the photorealistic, broadcast television stylings of most soccer games, said Robert Yang, a designer and a former professor at N.Y.U. Game Center. Rather, he said, the game emphasizes "grounded neorealism and an authentic sense of community."

"It already would've been fresh enough to make a first-person soccer game," said Yang, whose own games often focus on gay culture. "But Despelote also has the vision to rethink soccer itself as a world."

Julian Cordero, Despelote's creator, believes that video games are "obsessed with creating worlds" at the expense of actually "capturing our own." Julian Cordero and Sebastian Valbuena


Some of Despelote's most insightful, heartfelt moments are unscripted, arriving through the in-game chatter of real-life Quito residents. These people are rendered in vivid, hand-drawn style by the artist and musician Sebastian Valbuena. In a sprawling recreation of La Carolina Park, the game's centerpiece playspace, a couple having a picnic idly discusses life, love and the recent shift to the U.S. dollar as a result of the financial crisis.

This in-game moment was not prewritten and then recorded by voice actors, but improvised by nonactors, including Cordero's parents, and then edited. "Improvised conversations are so easy to record," he said. "The lack of a camera really opens people up."

Incorporating these conversations, which are relayed in Spanish with English subtitles, represented a major turning point for the project. Cordero initially conceived of the game as one about the "universal language" of soccer, inspired both by Ecuador and encounters he had in Queens and Brooklyn.

But the worldless approach was not working. Cordero's former professor at N.Y.U., Gabe Cuzzillo (known for his game Ape Out), suggested that he explicitly spell out the subtext, pushing details of place and history to the game's foreground. Despelote pivoted from a story about the general power of soccer to one steeped in Ecuadorean life and culture.

The game is earthy: Its defining sight and sound is perhaps that of scuffing feet on dry grass. Yet Despelote also makes room for form-busting metafiction. Toward the end, Cordero recounts the making of the game to the player and includes one eye-catching detail: He and the sound designer, Ian Berman, felt the need to hire a private bodyguard while making field recordings in one of Quito's parks. "Right now, Ecuador is going through a tough time," Cordero said. "It's becoming more dangerous."

Valbuena, who lives in Quito, compares the current socioeconomic picture to the one in the early 2000s. "We're going through economic hardship, and a lot of people are migrating outside of Ecuador," he said.

Previously, people might have learned about these events by reading a newspaper or watching a documentary film. Now they can play a personal video game, one as transporting as any swords-and-sorcery epic.
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Critic's Pick


Review: The Met Opera's New 'Salome' Fractures Its Princess

In his company debut, the director Claus Guth takes a psychological approach, surrounding the title character with six versions of her younger self.

The soprano Elza van den Heever, center, in the title role of Strauss's "Salome" at the Metropolitan Opera. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Zachary Woolfe



Apr 30, 2025 at 05:22 PM

The first sound in the Metropolitan Opera's new production of "Salome" isn't the wriggle of clarinet that begins Strauss's score. It's the tinkle of a music box, while a little girl plays with a doll at the lip of the stage. Projected on the curtain behind her is a giant image of herself, slowly twirling.

She suddenly gets angry at the toy and begins beating it against the ground. Even before the orchestra squirms in, Claus Guth's grimly effective staging has made clear its preoccupations: childhood, dancing, violence.

Guth, one of Europe's busiest directors and making his Met debut with this production, is also fascinated by multiple versions of the self. Starring the soprano Elza van den Heever -- simultaneously innocent and hardened, sounding silvery yet secure -- this "Salome," which opened on Tuesday, gives its title character not one youthful double, but six.

The group of Salomes, progressing in age from perhaps a kindergartner to the 16-year-old played by van den Heever, is dressed in matching dark frocks, giving hints of "The Shining" and Diane Arbus photographs.

Guth, placing the action in a dour black mansion around the turn of the 20th century, has shifted from ancient to modern times Strauss's 100-minute, one-act adaptation of Oscar Wilde's scandalous play. "Salome" depicts, in decadent music inspired by the flowery language of the Symbolists, the biblical princess who was drawn to and rejected by John the Baptist and who demanded that he be decapitated by her depraved stepfather, King Herod.

The fin-de-siecle setting adds to all this overripeness a touch of early psychoanalysis, an excavation of Salome's troubled past. The Dance of the Seven Veils, historically often a Gypsy Rose Lee-style striptease, is here a solemn parade of the seven Salomes, overseen by van den Heever and showing her years of abuse by Herod. This is a tad heavy-handed, but it doesn't feel made up out of nowhere; Herod's lust for Salome is explicit in the libretto, even if it's not clear he's acted on it.

Guth's production -- the Met's first new "Salome" since 2004, when Jurgen Flimm, in the midst of the Iraq War, set the opera in the contemporary Middle East -- feels very much of our time, an era obsessed with identifying and processing trauma. While the stark set (by Etienne Pluss), costumes (Ursula Kudrna) and lighting (Olaf Freese) don't evoke the jeweled colors of the score, they have a severity that might well have pleased Strauss, who said he wanted the Dance of the Seven Veils to be "as serious and measured as possible."

Van den Heever is serious and measured, too. As in Strauss's "Die Frau Ohne Schatten" at the Met earlier this season, her high register can both softly float and powerfully soar. If she lacks some force lower down, making the conversational passages early in the opera a bit muted, she paces herself smartly, leaving ample stamina and focus for Salome's great final monologue to be affectingly direct and sincere.

Van den Heever, left, and the baritone Peter Mattei as Jochanaan in Claus Guth's new production. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Her Salome has a habit of mimicry. When she copies the gestures that Jochanaan -- the opera's John the Baptist -- makes while praying, we realize queasily that her molesting of the servant Narraboth earlier must have been an echo of the way she herself has been touched.

It's almost always a stretch for a star of "Salome" to be persuasive as a 16-year-old, but the presence of the doubles actually makes van den Heever, who is in her mid-40s, seem younger -- an organic outgrowth of real children -- than she might have if she were on her own.

The baritone Peter Mattei is a fierce and roaring Jochanaan, held captive in an airy basement space painted the same powdery white that he is. The frenzied yet articulate tenor Gerhard Siegel, a veteran Herod, oozes unctuous entitlement. As Herodias, his wife and Salome's mother, the mezzo-soprano Michelle DeYoung might overdo boozy, chain-smoking cynicism, but she adds a memorable edge of anxiety.

Guth's eerie spectacle is heightened by the simmering panache of the Met Orchestra's performance under its music director, Yannick Nezet-Seguin. A trick of conducting "Salome" is to make an ensemble of over 100 play, for much of the score, with catlike grace, and Nezet-Seguin keeps the music simmering between grand explosions. The intensity is unremitting, but so is the transparency of the complex textures; even pianissimo flute trills register as Salome sings near the end that Jochanaan's body is like "a garden full of doves."

Not everything about the production is successful. The projections that are occasionally thrown on the stern set to show its walls shaking or disintegrating look silly. Animal head masks, meant to be sinister, come off as halfhearted gestures toward "Eyes Wide Shut"-esque eroticism.

Van den Heever during the Dance of the Seven Veils. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


But Guth's work is largely thoughtful and expressive. Much of Salome's final outpouring, ostensibly delivered to Jochanaan's head, is instead sung as private musings. Her younger doubles, who have previously been scattered and isolated, now surround her, their hands reaching out to touch her. The reintegration of a fractured self, the ultimate aim of therapy, has been achieved.

Yet Guth doesn't depict the ending as a triumphant realization of Salome's fantasies of revenge. Instead, with Herod screaming at his soldiers to kill her, she merely walks upstage into a dense mist. (The loud hiss of the smoke machine makes an unfortunate counterpoint to Strauss's climactic music.)

The final sight is Herodias reaching toward Salome, as the doubles did. ("Let me save you"? "Take me with you"?) But Salome, whether going toward literal death or something more symbolic, is going on her own. A few minutes before, she claimed to have arrived at an understanding of the secret of love and death; maybe that secret is that she will always be alone, scarred by what she's endured.

Well over a century after its premiere, "Salome" has lost its onetime ability to shock. At its best, perhaps, it can sadden. It certainly does at the Met, in Guth's gloomy staging and van den Heever's sober, committed performance.

Salome

Through May 24 at the Metropolitan Opera, Manhattan; metopera.org.
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Doubling Up: How 'Sinners' and Other Movies Multiply One Actor

From camera tricks to digital facial replacement, a history of duplicating effects.

Video: 



By Esther Zuckerman



Apr 25, 2025 at 10:01 AM

This year at the movies, you'd be forgiven for thinking you are seeing double -- because you are. Since March there have been three films featuring stars acting opposite themselves. "Mickey 17" has two versions (at least) of Robert Pattinson as an expendable working grunt on an alien planet in a futuristic world. Robert De Niro played two different mobsters in "The Alto Knights." And Michael B. Jordan just made his doubles debut as swaggering twins in Ryan Coogler's "Sinners," a vampire movie set in 1930s Mississippi.

Having the same actor appear two -- or sometimes three or four or more -- times onscreen is one of cinema's most enduring tricks. And while the effect has long been a powerful bit of movie magic, the technology has evolved over the years. Here are some of the landmarks.

'The Playhouse' (1921)

An In-Camera Method to Buster Keaton's Madness

Video: 


The use of doubling goes all the way back to the silent era in this Buster Keaton short in which the protagonist, played by the prodigious physical comedian, dreams himself as every single person in a show -- from the band to the audience members. (He also appears in blackface as a minstrel, an upsetting byproduct of the era.) How did Keaton accomplish this? Through masking and double exposure. He and his cameraman Elgin Lessley would cover part of the lens, perform a beat, and then rewind, uncovering the previously masked portion to add another version of himself to the shot. The effect is a wondrous confluence of Keatons all acting at once.



'The Parent Trap' (1961)

Split-Screen High Jinks

Video: 


In many ways, Disney's 1961 caper remains the go-to example of doubling an actor. Hayley Mills plays a pair of twins who conspire to get their divorced parents back together. The split-screen technique sounds almost quaint these days. Mills would perform the scene as one twin opposite her double and then switch clothes and do it all again as the other twin. The camera would have to remain perfectly stable, and nothing on set could be altered between takes. Mills also could not reach out to her scene partner. "When we were shooting a scene, on pain of death did you cross over the dividing line," Mills later told Vulture. After shooting, the two strips of film were fed into what was called an optical printer and rephotographed with mattes, which blocked out the sides that didn't feature Mills so that they could be combined.




'Back to the Future Part II' (1989)

Crossing the Line

Video: 


The cinematographer Dean Cundey remembered seeing "The Parent Trap" as a child and figuring out the trick. "I thought, 'Well, that's intriguing but they don't ever cross the line,'" he said in an interview with The New York Times. "I bet the way they did that was they put two pieces together down the middle." Though Cundey would later shoot Nancy Meyers's 1998 remake of "The Parent Trap," he helped solve the problem on "Back to the Future Part II," Robert Zemeckis's sequel to the time travel hit that features actors playing their characters' ancestors and descendants. The solution? The VistaGlide motion control dolly system, developed by the visual effects company Industrial Light & Magic. The technology meant that Cundey could shoot a scene as he normally would, without keeping the camera in a fixed position, and then the computerized dolly would be able to repeat that exactly for the next take when Michael J. Fox would change clothes to play Marty McFly's son, for instance.

Motion control also figured into the sequence in which an old Biff (Thomas F. Wilson) hands his younger self a sports almanac as part of a ploy to get rich in the future. While Cundey explained they could have simply had Wilson pass the book out of frame, instead they put it on a motion-controlled robotic arm. "He would hold the book in one hand and follow across, and then we would cut and he would go get made up and the book would come across and he would grab it and take it," Cundey said, adding, "We went the extra step to develop the motion-control arm that passed the book and it never left the audience's sight. Those are the kind of shots that are interesting because they just tell the story."



'Multiplicity' (1996)

Following the Feet

Video: 


In Harold Ramis's comedy, Michael Keaton plays an exasperated family man who clones himself so he can get more done. Eventually there are four Michael Keatons onscreen, each with a vastly different personality. The visual effects supervisor Richard Edlund quickly figured that one of the main challenges would be making sure Keaton was making eye contact with himself when the clones were interacting. So Edlund devised a contraption that was essentially a tripod affixed with a pistol scope and a laser that could send information to a computer. For the first take, an operator would use it to follow Keaton's feet. On the second take, Keaton would act opposite a stand-in who would hold a monitor that played Keaton's first take and stand over a laser dot that played back the movements Edlund's device had captured. "Michael would be talking to the monitor in sync and he had a hearing aid off screen on the other side so you never saw it," Edlund said in an interview. When Keaton had to cross in front of himself, they used pieces of green screen on the set. Meanwhile, throughout production, a team was stationed in a trailer creating composites of the takes so Ramis could get a sense of what the final product would look like.




'The Social Network' (2010)

Facebook Face Swap

Video: 


"I'm 6'5, 220 and there's two of me." That line spoken by Armie Hammer as one of the Winklevoss twins in David Fincher's "The Social Network" is also indicative of what Fincher had to accomplish in the film to bring the imposing Harvard bros to life. Instead of casting actual twins, Fincher chose Hammer and another actor, Josh Pence. But Pence's face is never seen onscreen. Instead, Fincher scanned Hammer and Pence's visages with a medical-grade laser and digitally replaced Pence's face with Hammer's. "It was really motion-capture acting in a way," Pence told The Huffington Post in 2020.



'Sinners' (2025)

A Cigarette Pass and a Camera 'Halo'

Video: 


On "Sinners," Ryan Coogler not only wanted to turn Michael B. Jordan into Depression-era twins named Smoke and Stack, he wanted to do so on 65-millimeter IMAX film. "There are a lot of extra challenges that come with the 65-millimeter film," the visual effects supervisor Michael Ralla said. "Not only is it the resolution -- how big the negative is -- but with that there's interesting challenges where the film is warping as it's being pulled through the camera, and then it's being pulled through the scanner again. Compared to digital photography where you have a perfectly stable frame, there's a lot of movement that we need to make sure is consistent across the frame."

The filmmakers developed what Ralla and the visual effects producer James Alexander called a matrix to decide how exactly they were going to double Jordan for each particular moment. In some cases that meant simple over the shoulder shots, in others it meant using a techno dolly, essentially a more advanced version of the VistaGlide. Their standout innovation was what they called the halo. It's a rig that sat on Jordan's shoulders with 12 cameras that could capture anything he did with his head. They could then use those images to replace a double's noggin with Jordan's.

Still, one of the most impressive moments of twinning in the movie is all Jordan. Early in the film, Stack hands Smoke a cigarette. Jordan intensely rehearsed the moves of both characters with a body double, and then would swap places during the shoot. "We had a little pole that would show where the cigarette handover had to happen," Ralla said. "They knew how to touch that pole that was digitally removed later and the two were combined."

The action took a long time to get right, but Ralla said it was worth it because of how it shows Jordan's characterization of the twins. "All the body movement, all the mannerisms, all the body language is established so well already and we weren't able to see it during the shoot yet," Ralla said.



Videos: Joseph M. Schenck Productions ("The Playhouse"); Disney ("The Parent Trap"); Universal Pictures ("Back to the Future Part II"); Columbia Pictures ("Multiplicity"); Columbia Pictures ("The Social Network"); Warner Bros. ("Sinners")
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Critic's Pick


'Ceremonies in Dark Old Men' Review: A Father in Defeat

Norm Lewis stars as the resigned patriarch of two slippery sons in this revival of Lonne Elder III's drama from 1969.

From left, Norm Lewis, Bryce Wood, and James Foster Jr. in "Ceremonies in Dark Old Men" at Theater at St. Clement's in Manhattan. Maria Baranova



By Juan A. Ramirez



Apr 30, 2025 at 10:02 AM

When it premiered Off Broadway in 1969, "Ceremonies in Dark Old Men" won Lonne Elder III a Drama Desk Award for "most promising playwright." Today, though, it's seldom staged or acknowledged. Taking place at a Harlem barbershop in the 1950s, it tracks the way a Black family is undone by scheming ambition and complacency.

A new production at Theater at St. Clement's, starring an excellent Norm Lewis as its flailing patriarch, makes a case not just for its revival but for a re-examination. As with the best of these observant midcentury dramas, "A Raisin in the Sun" and "Death of a Salesman" among them, "Ceremonies" has a bird's-eye understanding of human behavior, grounded by the specificity of its setting.

An old vaudevillian still grieving his long-dead wife, Russell Parker (Lewis) hangs around the deserted barbershop his daughter, Adele, pays to keep. Not attempting to earn clients, he kills time playing checkers with a friendly neighbor (James Foster Jr.) and spinning tales to his unemployed sons, the would-be hustler Theopolis (Bryce Michael Wood) and the sticky-fingered Bobby (Jeremiah Packer).

But Adele (Morgan Siobhan Green) has had it. She'd cut her dreams of college short to help support the family, and seven years later, none of them have made anything of themselves. In a week's time, she plans to sell the shop and change the locks on the adjoining house where they all live. (Harry Feiner's set fills the bones of its skeletal, two-level structure with homey period touches.)

Green fills out her short appearances imperiously. You're scared she'll catch the men as they hatch a plan to sell bootleg whiskey out of the shop with help from the shady Blue (Calvin M. Thompson). His phony "Harlem Decolonization Association" is a shameless front for a tentacled racket, which includes looting neighborhood businesses.

Elder's play brims with poignant gestures at the Parkers' world, capturing a Harlem in the midst of the promise of civil rights, and of those in its community caught in the crosshairs of honest work and easy exploitation. His characters feel real and their relationships insightful, though under Clinton Turner Davis's direction, some laugh lines seem purposely underplayed, as if leaning into the play's comedy would undermine its eventual tragedy. But Elder's sharp humor still peeks through his clever plotting, especially in the brothers' banter.

The work is also a portrait of a generational divide, between Russell's old-fashioned fear of God and his children's agnostic survivalism. With droopy-eyed weariness, Lewis affectingly registers a loss of faith. He's resigned to the scheme's obviously doomed fate, even as he admits flickers of happiness at remembering old dance routines or carrying on a pitiful fling with a younger woman (Felicia Boswell).

Some issues with pacing and characterization prevent this staging from effectively showcasing all that "Ceremonies" has to offer, but both the play and production have an undeniable dramatic and social potency. It's as essential as any in the oft-revived midcentury American canon.

Ceremonies in Dark Old Men
Through May 18 at Theater at St. Clement's, Manhattan; thepeccadillo.com. Running time: 2 hours 25 minutes.
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Mellon Foundation Announces $15 Million for Humanities Councils

The emergency funding came after the National Endowment for the Humanities canceled most existing grants, part of a pivot toward President Trump's priorities.

The Mellon Foundation said the funding would help preserve humanities programs, particularly in rural states without a robust base of private philanthropy. via The Mellon Foundation



By Jennifer Schuessler



Apr 29, 2025 at 07:00 PM

The Mellon Foundation on Tuesday announced $15 million in emergency funding for state humanities councils across the country, throwing what advocates say is a crucial lifeline after the cancellation of federal support had left some in danger of collapse.

The new funding, which will support humanities councils in all 50 states and six jurisdictions, comes a month after the National Endowment for the Humanities abruptly cut off federal funding for the councils, as well as most of its existing grants. The endowment, which had a budget of $207 million last fiscal year, is the nation's largest public funder of the humanities, providing crucial support to museums, historical sites, cultural festivals and community projects.

The $15 million from the Mellon Foundation will offset only a portion of the $65 million the state councils were set to receive this year from the humanities endowment, as appropriated by Congress. But Elizabeth Alexander, the foundation's president, said it would help preserve humanities programs, particularly in rural states without a robust base of private philanthropy.

"The projects that fall under the rubric of the humanities are of an extraordinary range," she said. "It would be terrible if countless people across the country lost access to all the things that help us understand what it is to be human, in history and in a contemporary community."

The money from the Mellon Foundation, the nation's largest funder of arts and humanities projects overall, with an annual grant-making budget of about $550 million, is a one-time infusion. Every council will get $200,000 in immediate operational support. Most of the remainder will come in the form of $50,000 challenge grants, which must be matched by other sources.

When the humanities endowment canceled virtually all of its existing grants earlier this month, after a review by Elon Musk's Department of Government Efficiency, it told recipients that it was redirecting its funding toward "the President's priorities." Last week, the agency announced it was committing $17 million to support the National Garden of American Heroes, a patriotic sculpture park that President Trump first called for during his first term. (Another $17 million will come from the National Endowment of the Arts.)

The agency also laid off nearly two thirds of its staff of about 180. And it announced a new grant program, "Celebrate America!," which will provide up to $6.25 million in grants for projects timed to the 250th anniversary of American independence in 2026.

For the humanities councils, the end of federal funding is an existential threat. Phoebe Stein, the president of the Federation of State Humanities Councils, which will administer the Mellon Foundation funding, said that 40 percent of councils had reported having less than six months of reserve funds.

"This is an absolute lifeline to restabilize the councils," Stein said. They "are really looking at this as a moment to take a breath as they find long-term solutions."

While humanities councils may have a low profile, they support book festivals, literary events, local history projects and historical sites. They are also drivers of local economies, including tourism; according to the federation, every $1 of federal support results in $2 in private investment.

The Mellon Foundation, whose assets totaled about $7.9 billion at the end of 2023, has taken emergency action before. In 2020, as the coronavirus pandemic threatened the survival of many cultural organizations, it increased its annual grant making, to $500 million from about $300 million. In June of that year, it also announced a "major strategic evolution" that would prioritize social justice.

Alexander, a poet and literary scholar who has led the foundation since 2018, said that recent cuts across the federal government, not just at the humanities endowment, had inflicted devastating impacts on many of its grant recipients. The foundation was considering other emergency aid, she said, but it could not replace all lost federal support.

"Philanthropy itself is not able to plug all of those holes," Alexander said. "For the humanities in particular, we thought this was someplace we had a responsibility to do what we could."
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Jason Kelce Takes 'Made in the U.S.' Very Seriously

For his new Underdog line of sweatshirts and T-shirts, the retired football star had specific thoughts on fit, materials and where the garments were made.

Jason Kelce, the retired N.F.L. star, worked with the company American Giant to ensure that his Underdog apparel was entirely made in the United States.



By Jacob Gallagher



Apr 24, 2025 at 02:00 PM

Jason Kelce, a mellow mountain of a man, has spent most of his life fretting over offensive snaps.

Now, a year into his retirement after 13 seasons as a center for the Philadelphia Eagles, Mr. Kelce has space to puzzle over other matters. Lately, he's been thinking about sweatshirts and T-shirts. And he has thoughts. Lots of thoughts.

"On the inside of a sweatshirt, I don't like when it feels fuzzy," said Mr. Kelce, speaking on a video call from his Philadelphia home in April, just a few days after the birth of his fourth daughter. He wants a "heavier-duty" sweatshirt, with a smidge of stretch. Something durable, "that you can wear working or lounging around on the couch."

Oh, and it needs to be made entirely in the United States.

To achieve all this, Mr. Kelce, 37, has taken matters into his own hands. Today, his Underdog apparel brand is debuting a tidy collection of crew neck sweatshirts and T-shirts, all produced -- from the cotton to the completed garment -- in the United States. These items are produced in collaboration with American Giant, a San Francisco-based company formed in 2012 that manufactures entirely in the United States.

The American Giant-produced Underdog pocket T-shirts and French terry sweatshirts will sell for $45 and $79, respectively, and will be sold on the Underdog website. They are, to Mr. Kelce's specifications, on the burlier side. During the interview, he wore the pocket T-shirt in green, his abundant biceps mildly squeezed by the sleeves.

 Underdog

 Underdog

 Underdog

Underdog has released a pocket T-shirt and a French terry sweatshirt, both of which had design input from Mr. Kelce. Underdog

"I don't want to offend anybody, I never understood the reason that somebody would want to wear Gucci, or some of these high-end brands," said Mr. Kelce, leaving unsaid that his brother, Travis, has been known to wear a Gucci hat or two. "It's never appealed to me."

"I would much rather wear something that symbolized a blue-collar worker as opposed to a suit," he added, even if he does have to wriggle into a suit when he appears as an analyst for "Monday Night Countdown" on ESPN.

That Underdog's clothes are entirely made in the United States is the most gratifying part to Mr. Kelce.

"I grew up going into steel mills with my father," he said of his childhood in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. "So, the concept of American workers making things was something that was ingrained early. And I just always gravitated toward it."

Mr. Kelce has long been plotting for life after his last snap. In 2022, he started the "New Heights" podcast with his brother. It remains in the top 200 of Apple's top podcasts, though it now runs behind his wife Kylie's show, "Not Gonna Lie."

While many retired athletes pour money into car dealerships or restaurant ventures, Mr. Kelce became curious about clothes.

"I was trying to come up with what's a way that we can celebrate Philadelphia," said Mr. Kelce, who is nothing if not an unofficial ambassador for his adopted city. "And I love wearing shirts that represent me and everything that I believe in."

Bayard Winthrop, the chief executive of American Giant, said Mr. Kelce "had lots of small opinions" on the clothing line. Michelle Gustafson for The New York Times


He started Underdog in 2022 as an apparel brand with vigorous nods to Philadelphia. Past graphics featured his Eagles teammates, and the name alludes to the Eagles having labeled themselves as underdogs on their way to winning the Super Bowl in 2018. It is a unique proposition from a former athlete, and one that has, to many outside the Eagles fandom, perhaps flown under the radar. Underdog does not have the techy edge of say, Tom Brady's slick, fitness-centric Brady brand. It leans more on Mr. Kelce's jolly, jumbo-size profile than on his on-field prowess.

The label has made prior attempts at producing in the United States, though Mr. Kelce soon learned that even if the tag said an item had been made here, "a good portion of that might be made overseas." Garments that read "Made in the United States" can be produced from cotton or other components that derive from elsewhere.

In American Giant, Underdog found a partner that was capable of producing the whole garment, including the fabric, here in the United States. The cotton was harvested and finished in the Southeast, including in North Carolina. The garments themselves were produced in Los Angeles.

"These fabrics were custom-designed for Jason," said Bayard Winthrop, the chief executive of American Giant who underscored that the ex-Pro-Bowler "had lots of small opinions" about how the shirts and sweats should fit and feel.

"The shirts have a really gutsy, sturdy quality to them," said Mr. Winthrop. "They drape a certain way. They're not clingy to the body. They're not overly delicate."

Mr. Kelce and his Philadelphia Eagles teammates labeled themselves as underdogs ahead of the Super Bowl in 2018, which helped inspire the brand's name and logo. Michelle Gustafson for The New York Times


Last year, Mr. Kelce traveled with Mr. Winthrop to North and South Carolina see the production process firsthand, giving him a look at how clothes are made that few people ever see, or even consider. With most apparel manufacturing having been exported overseas, only 2 percent of the clothing Americans buy is manufactured domestically.

"The eye-opening part for me was how truly decentralized this is, how many people touch just one T-shirt and how many steps there are in that process," said Mr. Kelce. "I had never really thought much about that."

Though this project has been in the works for around two years, it debuts at an auspicious moment, as Americans are contemplating what they're willing to sacrifice -- macro- and micro-economically -- to bring back American manufacturing. Hours before the interview, President Trump pulled back on steep tariffs that had unsettled the global economic landscape, though a tit-for-tat trade war with China has continued.

"I have no issues with global trade whatsoever," said Mr. Kelce, who was evenhanded about the impact of his small stab at making his goods solely in the United States. He was, he said, not going to stop buying shirts and clothes that were not totally made here.

"I don't think there's any type of statement trying to be made other than, 'Listen, there's some really awesome reasons to support homegrown American businesses and local businesses,'" he said.

For the company's initial wave of products, Underdog used cotton harvested and finished in the Southeast, with the garments being produced in Los Angeles. Michelle Gustafson for The New York Times


Considering Mr. Kelce's longstanding love affair with Philadelphia, it may strike some shoppers as odd that the Underdog line is not produced there. It was discussed, but the reality, said Mr. Winthrop, was that Philadelphia, like many cities that were once manufacturing hubs, was "gutted out" when it came to apparel production.

"There is no at-scale dyeing or finishing or knitting capability in Philly," he said. Mr. Kelce said that in the future, the company would find ways to incorporate the city into its brand. His partner, Stephen Porter, noted that anything Underdog screen printed or embroidered was done locally.

The line might not be made in Philadelphia, but his green shirt proved that Mr. Kelce knew he had to keep his fans happy.

"Philadelphia bleeds green," he said. "If we didn't have a green shirt, it would have felt like malpractice."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/24/style/jason-kelce-underdog-made-in-usa.html
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LeBron James, ASAP Rocky and Everything You Need to Know About the 2025 Met Gala

The co-hosts! The ticket prices! The dress code! A guide to the party of the year.

ASAP Rocky arriving at the 2023 Met Gala. The rapper is one of a small handful of co-chairs of this year's event. Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet for The New York Times



By Vanessa Friedman



Apr 15, 2025 at 08:30 PM

By now, you probably know the first Monday in May is not just any old Monday: It's the Metropolitan Museum of Art Costume Institute benefit, a.k.a. the Oscars of the East Coast or the party of the year. We think of it as the Fashion X Games, or the All-Star Game of Entrances.

This year, however, things are a little more complicated, partly because the first Monday in May is also the middle of the N.B.A. playoffs, and the start of jury selection in the Sean Combs trial.

Wait, why do the N.B.A. playoffs matter?

Because LeBron James is the honorary chair of the gala, and if his Los Angeles Lakers had made it through to the conference semifinals, he wouldn't have been able to attend. But with a season-ending 103-96 loss to the Minnesota Timberwolves the Wednesday before the gala, a Met appearance seems much more likely.

Who else is a host?

Queen of all she surveys is Anna Wintour, the chief content officer of Conde Nast and the editor in chief of its marquee fashion magazine, Vogue. Ms. Wintour has been the gala's chief mastermind since 1999, after first signing on in 1995, and has transformed the event from a run-of-the-mill charity gala into a mega-showcase for Vogue's view of the world -- the ultimate celebrity-power cocktail of famous names from fashion, film, tech, politics, sports and, increasingly, social media. Every brand scratches every other brand's back.

The longtime Vogue editor Anna Wintour selected Pharrell Williams, left, and Lewis Hamilton to join her as co-chairs of the 2025 Met Gala, whose dress code is given only as "tailored for you." Timothy A. Clary/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Standing beside Ms. Wintour as the 2025 gala's co-chairs will be the musician and men's wear designer Pharrell Williams, the rapper ASAP Rocky, the Formula 1 driver Lewis Hamilton and the actor Colman Domingo. For the first time since 2019, there will also be a host committee, which, along with the chairs, is pretty much a mosaic of Black excellence: the athletes Simone Biles and Jonathan Owens, the playwright Jeremy O. Harris, the author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the Broadway star Audra McDonald, the singers Tyla and Usher -- you get the idea.

Is there a theme?

Yes, always connected to the blockbuster exhibition that the party is celebrating. This year, that is the Costume Institute's spring show, titled "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style," which will focus on the history and influence of the Black dandy in the Western world, and the way fashion has been used as a tool of both enslavement and liberation.

The show was inspired by the 2009 book "Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity," by Monica L. Miller, a professor of Africana studies at Barnard College, and it has been jointly curated by Professor Miller and Andrew Bolton, the Costume Institute's curator in charge.

It is also the Costume Institute's first show devoted solely to men's wear since "Bravehearts: Men in Skirts" in 2003, and the first ever to feature only designers of color.

That sounds like a big deal.

It is. The exhibition is the culmination of a rebalancing of the Costume Institute's holdings and approach that Mr. Bolton embraced in 2020 after the murder of George Floyd. It has allowed Mr. Bolton to both use pieces from the Met's own collection and acquire more pieces by designers of color.

Last year, Professor Miller told The New York Times that the show was "an opportunity for everyone on the curatorial team to really understand how many Black designers, historically and contemporarily, are out there."

But it is also arriving in the world at a time when D.E.I. is under attack from the Trump administration. Similar efforts at universities and museums across the country have put a bull's-eye on the institutions that embrace them.

Is the Met a potential target?

Unlike other cultural heavyweights such as the Smithsonian Institution, which President Trump recently singled out in an executive order, the Metropolitan Museum receives very little federal funding, and so is much less vulnerable to pressure from Washington.

How does Sean Combs fit into all this?

As P. Diddy and the founder of the fashion line Sean John, Mr. Combs styled himself at one point as a sort of embodiment of the exhibition's theme. If he had not been indicted on federal charges of racketeering and sex trafficking last year, it's almost certain he would have been at the event. (Mr. Combs, who has been held in a Brooklyn jail since September, used to attend the gala regularly, most recently in 2023, when he debuted "Sean John couture.") Indeed, some involved were reportedly concerned that the tension between party and trial would interfere with the evening. There were even rumors of some requests to move the party, but that was a no-go.

Are there other famous people involved?

The show is designed by the artist Torkwase Dyson, and features mannequin heads created by Tanda Francis, an artist known for her sculptures of monumental African heads and masks. Ike Ude, a multimedia artist whom Mr. Bolton called the ultimate contemporary dandy, is a special consultant, and Tyler Mitchell, the first Black photographer to shoot a Vogue cover, created a special photographic essay for the catalog.

The photographer Tyler Mitchell in Prada at last year's Met Gala. Mr. Mitchell was enlisted to create a photo essay for the spring 2025 exhibition's catalog. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Oh, and the menu for the gala dinner will be created by Kwame Onwuachi, the Nigerian American chef and author.

What's the price for all of this?

Individual tickets to the gala start at $75,000, and tables of 10 at $350,000. All the money from ticket sales goes directly to funding the Costume Institute's yearly budget. This year, those sponsors include Louis Vuitton (Mr. Williams is Vuitton's men's wear designer), Instagram, Africa Fashion International, Tyler Perry and Conde Nast.

As to why the money has to go to the Costume Institute's budget: It is the only curatorial department in the Met required to pay for itself, the legacy of a weird deal dating to 1946, when the Museum of Costume Art merged with the Met, and fashion was not considered an entirely respectable art form. Enter the gala. Last year's event raised about $26 million; for comparison, the Frick Collection's reopening gala, held in April, raised $3.7 million.

Who's invited?

The guest list is a closely guarded secret. Unlike other cultural fund-raisers, like the Metropolitan Opera's season-opening gala, the Met Gala is invitation-only. Qualifications for inclusion have more to do with buzz, achievement and beauty -- Ms. Wintour's holy trinity -- than money. The Vogue editor has the final say over every invitation and attendee.

That means that even if you give tons of money to the museum, you will not necessarily qualify, and even if a company buys a table, it cannot choose everyone who will sit at that table. It must run any proposed guests by Ms. Wintour and Vogue and pray for approval. This year, as in 2024, there are about 400 Chosen Ones, according to a spokeswoman for the Costume Institute.

Is Rihanna going?

Given that her partner, ASAP Rocky, is a co-chair, the answer is most likely yes -- though you never know with Rihanna. (Last year, she confirmed her attendance and then called in sick at the last minute.) Athletes are increasingly becoming the celebrity guests du jour, so you can expect a smattering of basketball players, including the No. 1 W.N.B.A. draft pick Paige Bueckers, as well as, supposedly, Shakira, Mary J. Blige and Lizzo. There will probably also be a Kardashian/Jenner or two, judging from years past. Several young Black designers such as LaQuan Smith will also be there, many for the first time.

As for Jay-Z and Beyonce, your guess is as good as mine. With well under 24 hours until arrivals begin, Beyonce will still be onstage in Los Angeles, performing the third show of her Cowboy Carter Tour. But in the private jet era, stars have managed far gnarlier turnarounds.

Rihanna and ASAP Rocky at the September 2021 Met Gala, delayed from the first Monday in May because of the coronavirus pandemic. Calla Kessler/The New York Times


Do the celebrities buy their tickets?

Do dogs fly? No, they are invited by brands (or by brands on the instruction of Vogue), who buy their seats at the table, in addition to custom-making their looks, flying them in and putting them up. In return, the famous guests work the fashion angle. They can also, of course, always make a donation to the museum.

Is there a dress code?

Yes, inspired by the exhibit. This year it is "tailored for you," a suitably vague guideline. After all, given that most Met Gala outfits are made specifically for their wearer, they are all theoretically tailored for them. Still, the theme may counteract the tendency for guests to dress in costume that has characterized some of the recent galas.

Remember when Billy Porter, as a golden winged phoenix, was borne into the party celebrating "Camp" in 2019 by six shirtless men? Or when Jared Leto arrived at the gala celebrating Karl Lagerfeld in 2023 dressed as Mr. Lagerfeld's cat, Choupette?

One thing you can bet on, however: Since Vuitton is a sponsor, you will see a lot of that brand's creations. Also, a lot of suits.

When does it start?

In theory, the timed arrivals -- each guest is allotted a slot -- start at 5:30 p.m., usually with the evening's hosts, and end around 8 p.m. Unless, of course, you are Rihanna or Beyonce, in which case you arrive whenever you want.

Who are the livestream hosts?

To give an inside look at the gala, Vogue will be livestreaming the event for the fifth consecutive year. La La Anthony and Emma Chamberlain, both of whom hosted last year, will be joined on the red carpet this time around by Teyana Taylor and Ego Nwodim. Expect more than just "What are you wearing?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/article/met-gala-2025-theme-hosts-watch.html
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Beauty School


How to Go Gray Confidently

The actress Andie MacDowell, the colorist Lena Ott and the model JoAni Johnson share their tips for embracing silver hair.


By Zoe Ruffner



Apr 21, 2025 at 05:18 PM

Beauty School, a new series from T Magazine, answers common beauty questions with help from creative people who've become experts on the job. Sign up here to find us in your inbox once a month, and send any questions of your own to tmagazine@nytimes.com.



"Going gray is a personal journey," says the model JoAni Johnson, who made her runway debut at 65. "It's also empowering." Still, transitioning between colors, while keeping breakage-prone gray hair both healthy and luminous, isn't always straightforward. To help you along the way, Johnson and two other experts -- the actress Andie MacDowell, who has welcomed her salt-and-pepper curls, and the New York colorist Lena Ott, whose clients include Meryl Streep -- share their tips and product recommendations below.

Andie MacDowell, 67, actress

From left: Hermes Please Hold the Line scarf 90, $590, hermes.com; L'Oreal Paris Ever Pure Bond Repair Oil-in-Serum, $13, lorealparisusa.com; L'Oreal Paris Elvive Hyaluron Plump Hydrating Shampoo for Dry Hair, $18, lorealparisusa.com. MacDowell: Greg Williams; products: courtesy of the brands




	When my hair started growing out during the pandemic, I felt like it was time to embrace my age and be comfortable with where I was in my life. I didn't find many women who had silver hair, so I was inspired by men. I'd look at George Clooney or Hugh Grant and think, He looks great. I realized going gray wasn't going to be detrimental [to my career]; in fact, I think it made me more unique and powerful.


	Dying your roots to match the rest of your hair can be harsh; your top layers can be very brittle, and some of mine broke. [If you want your hair to be one cohesive color,] I highly recommend just cutting it short.


	I use a lot of conditioner because my gray hair is coarser and a little frizzier now. L'Oreal has a shampoo and conditioner that are great for silver hair, and I'll add a small amount of their Bond Repair Oil-in-Serum when my hair's damp, before styling, or when it's dry, to finish my look. It helps to make everything shinier and softer.


	I've noticed that wearing certain colors enhances silver hair, including silver hoops and gray accessories. Shades of blue and mint green also look so pretty against my hair. I have a great collection of blue Hermes silk scarves. But I still wear every color. I don't stop myself!



Lena Ott, 47, colorist

From left: Everist The Deep Conditioning Concentrate, $24, helloeverist.com; Oribe Supershine Moisturizing Cream, $54, oribe.com; Reverie Milk Anti-Frizz Leave-in Nourishing Treatment, $44, gmreverie.com. Ott: Taea Thale; products: courtesy of the brands




	Rather than completely covering up gray hairs, I love to do gray blending: I'll add highlights to certain areas to make the gray more reflective, which creates a little sparkle and takes away that dull, ashy look.


	Gray blending has a more diffused, seamless effect than coverage -- which creates a hard line of demarcation at your roots so quickly -- so it can grow out for eight weeks or even longer. My clients who used to have to come in every two weeks to dye their grays are like, "Why haven't I been doing this all along?"


	To protect the investment that you've made in your color, it's super important to use a high-quality, color-safe shampoo and conditioner. Because gray hair can be coarse, you'll need ones that are moisturizing and hydrating. Everist's 1 and 2 concentrates can help make your hair look smoother -- and they're thoughtful for the planet.


	Gray hair has a tendency to not air-dry well. Applying a styling cream with some hold to very wet hair can help make it look shiny and piecey and not so fuzzy. Reverie's Milk is a greatest hit for finer hair, and I recommend Oribe's Creme for Style and Supershine Cream for medium to thick hair.



JoAni Johnson, 73, model

From left: Peter Louis TR Conditioner, $29, peterlouis.com; Fenty Beauty The Rich One Moisture Repair Shampoo, $30, fentybeauty.com; Fenty Beauty The Comeback Kid Instant Damage Repair Treatment Bond Builder, $36, fentybeauty.com. Johnson: courtesy of JoAni Johnson; products: courtesy of the brands




	I started going gray in my 30s and let nature take its course in my 40s. First, I had a gray streak, which slowly turned into what it is now. My current color pattern would be very hard to reproduce in a salon.


	I've found that washing my hair too often results in breakage and dryness. I have to allow the natural oils to replenish themselves, so I typically wash it every two weeks. In between washes, if my hair feels brittle, I may apply argan oil in the evening. I'll rub a tiny bit in my palms, smooth it on top of the hair strands, and then brush it through.





	My hair gets used to certain products, so I have to change them periodically in order to keep my hair conditioned. Currently, I'm using Fenty's The Rich One Moisture Repair Shampoo, and every few months I'll switch between Peter Louis's TR Conditioner, which makes my hair really soft, manageable and healthy, and Fenty's Instant Damage Repair Treatment Bond Builder.


	If I'm wearing makeup, I prefer a dark eye because the contrast helps brighten my hair and skin. Every once in a while, I'll throw on a pop of red, whether it's a bag or an earring. My overall advice is to keep [your look] simple.



T Recommends



	Moroccanoil Treatment Purple, $38.


	Augustinus Bader The Leave-In Hair Treatment, $90.


	Oribe Silverati Shampoo, $49.





These interviews have been edited and condensed.
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Bad Bunny (the College Course) Heads to the Ivy League

With a new fall offering, Yale becomes the latest university to offer a course on the cultural impact of the Puerto Rican star.

Bad Bunny, a rapper and singer, will be the subject of a course at Yale University taught by Albert Laguna, an associate professor. Mario Anzuoni/Reuters



By Alex Vadukul



Apr 24, 2025 at 06:30 PM

Beyonce, Taylor Swift and Lady Gaga are among a handful of living pop artists who have amassed enough cultural clout to result in college classes being taught about them. At 31, the global superstar Bad Bunny is about to have (at least) his third, as Yale University plans to offer a course about him this fall.

The Yale course, "Bad Bunny: Musical Aesthetics and Politics," was conceived by Albert Laguna, an associate professor of American studies and ethnicity, race and migration. The Yale Daily News was the first to report on the new course, saying that Professor Laguna was inspired to create the class by Bad Bunny's latest album, "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos," which the artist has described as his "most Puerto Rican album ever."

Bad Bunny was raised in the coastal town of Vega Baja, Puerto Rico, and has risen over the past decade to become a megastar of reggaeton and Latin trap, helping launch Spanish-language music into the contemporary pop mainstream. He has since netted three chart-topping Billboard albums, headlined at Coachella and become one of the most streamed artists in the world. But his new album, which was recorded in Puerto Rico, is a soulful ode to his roots and homeland, where he was born as Benito Martinez Ocasio.

The Yale course intends to use the album to study the Puerto Rican diaspora, Caribbean politics and culture, colonialism and musical genres that Bad Bunny has experimented with, such as salsa, bomba and plena.

In a phone interview, Professor Laguna described an experience with Bad Bunny's new album during a trip to New Orleans, which inspired him to design the class.

"I was walking around New Orleans listening to it, connecting with the Caribbean feel of the city in neighborhoods like the French Quarter, which can feel a bit like San Juan, and I just became struck by everything this album is doing," Professor Laguna said. "You have all these creative ways he's addressing Puerto Rico's colonial past and present in it and the current challenges the island faces. It's all over the album. And he's engaging these issues in music that's joyful."

The course, and its emphasis on a young Puerto Rican pop star, comes at a time when universities are under pressure from the Trump administration and conservatives to reshape themselves and to eliminate what could broadly be considered attempts at diversity, equity and inclusion.

"The intellectual right's perspective on classes like this is, they tend to pooh-pooh on them, seeing them as lacking rigor or even indoctrinating," said Lauren Lassabe Shepherd, the author of "Resistance from the Right: Conservatives and the Campus Wars in Modern America," who cited previous criticism of courses on Ms. Swift. "For the faculty teaching these classes, though, they take them dead seriously, as chances to view a topic through a critical lens."

"The Ivies tend to make headlines," Ms. Shepherd added. "It can be easy to anticipate the Fox News headline banner, just because it's at the Ivies. But if it happened at a community college, it probably wouldn't even make a wave."

That response may come, but Professor Laguna believes the time is right to study Bad Bunny and the impact his music has already had on the world.

"I think we often mistakenly believe that to study culture we have to study the past, but that couldn't be more wrong," he said. "Bad Bunny is interesting for many reasons, and it's important for students to understand him in regards to the Puerto Rican diaspora, but he's also a global star, which isn't new. Music from the Hispanophone Caribbean has shaped the world before, and Bad Bunny is a link in a longer chain."

Professor Laguna said that the response to the course's announcement had been enthusiastic on Yale's campus.

"There are only 18 seats, and I've gotten notes from about a hundred students who want to get in," he said. "I've also gotten notes from Yale alums, some of them Puerto Rican, who appreciate we're doing this. There's really a hunger for this material."

Professor Laguna's course won't be the first of its kind. Wellesley College has offered a class taught by Petra Rivera-Rideau called "Bad Bunny: Race, Gender, and Empire in Reggaeton." And there has been one at Loyola Marymount University taught by Vanessa Diaz, titled "Bad Bunny and Resistance in Puerto Rico."

Those professors launched an online resource, "The Bad Bunny Syllabus," dedicated to their scholarship of the artist and his cultural influence.

A representative for Bad Bunny did not reply to a request for comment about the Yale class, but the artist was asked about the other courses during an appearance on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon" in 2023.

"Did you ever think you were going to be taught in a course at a school?" Mr. Fallon asked.

"That's a very crazy thing," Bad Bunny said. "I don't know, it feels weird. But I would love to take one of those classes."

"You'd be really good," Mr. Fallon replied.

"I think I would get an A," Bad Bunny said. "Totalmente."
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How These Little Elves Turned Into a Global Sensation

Online and in person, people are clamoring to get their hands on Labubus, which are dolls that are "well-intentioned" but somewhat mischievous.

Labubu dolls, which are known collectively as The Monsters, come in various collections, like the Big into Energy series. Pop Mart



By Alisha Haridasani Gupta



Apr 27, 2025 at 10:04 AM

There was a line of hundreds of people in front of the Pop Mart store in Los Angeles at 4:45 a.m. on Friday.

Korin Reese arrived thinking she was somewhat early and was stunned to find customers already waiting. Some brought stools and foldable chairs to sit on, while others came with bags full of snacks and drinks. Ms. Reese heard that some of the people in line had been there since 10 p.m. the day before.

They, like Ms. Reese, wanted to get their hands on the latest series of a new key-ring doll called the Labubu, which is sold exclusively at Pop Mart, a Chinese collectibles retailer. The dolls, which belong to a tribe called The Monsters, are the latest in a long line of iconic collectible characters from Asia, including Hello Kitty -- now a 50-year-old matriarch -- Sonny Angel and Gudetama.

Labubu dolls are fuzzy little Nordic elves with snaggletoothed, mischievous grins and impish ears. They're all female, they're kindhearted, but sometimes, as they go about spreading joy, they get into trouble. "Well-intentioned" trouble, though, said Emily Brough, head of licensing at Pop Mart North America. "It's never malicious."

The creatures, conceptualized in 2015 by an artist born in Hong Kong, Kasing Lung, began as characters in a children's book series. In 2019, Mr. Lung signed a partnership with Pop Mart to turn the storybook elves into collectible designer toys, starting with a line of figurines. Pop Mart's first Labubu key-ring series, called the Exciting Macaron, was released in October 2023.

Each time a new Labubu has been released, it has sold out within minutes online. (Each doll costs roughly $30, but some limited-edition items can cost more.) They have spawned communities -- in real life and online, where fans discuss tips on how to score dolls or dress them up and share images of their collections -- and have turned into unexpected fashion accessories, often juxtaposed against luxury handbags.

Labubu dolls, like this one from the Let's Checkmate collection, typically sell out within minutes of being released online. Pop Mart


The success of Pop Mart, the Chinese company behind the brand, has been somewhat recession-proof, according to Bloomberg, with its stock and profits rallying despite global economic uncertainty and trade war concerns. The company reported $1.8 billion in revenue in 2024 -- a more than 100 percent increase from the previous year. The Labubu dolls and The Monsters tribe contributed about $400 million in revenue last year -- a growth of 726 percent from the previous year -- making it among the company's top-selling products.

It was last year when the popularity of the dolls really took off, crossing over from the world of niche hobby collecting into the mainstream. Last spring, Lisa, a member of the pop group Blackpink and one of the stars of "White Lotus," posted a picture of her Labubu dangling off a Louis Vuitton bag on her Instagram story. And in the fall, she opened up about her obsession with Pop Mart and the dolls in an interview with Vanity Fair. "I spent all my money" at these stores, she told the magazine.

Then in February, the pop star and fashion icon Rihanna was spotted with a Labubu, also clipped onto her Louis Vuitton bag; the singer Dua Lipa was seen with one, too. This week, the actress Emma Roberts posted an Instagram story of her latest haul of four Labubu dolls, set to the Britney Spears song "Oops! ... I Did It Again." In March, Pop Mart opened a pop-up store at the British luxury department store Harrods, leading to lines of fans snaking around Knightsbridge, eager to get the doll.

One of the ways Pop Mart has built interest in the dolls is by releasing some of them in a "blind box" so that buyers don't know which doll is hidden inside. That distribution strategy is what "keeps fans interested" and constantly on their toes, said Joshua Paul Dale, the author of "Irresistible: How Cuteness Wired Our Brains and Conquered the World."

In December, it was that mysterious hype that got Martin Andre Navarro Nibungco, a 22-year-old musician, stopped at an airport. He was returning from a vacation in Bangkok to his home in Los Angeles with 12 Labubu dolls in his suitcase to gift to his friends. He had to transfer to a domestic flight at the San Francisco airport and, while going through airport security, six Transportation Security Administration agents descended on his suitcase and took him aside.

"Everyone was like, 'Oh, my god, we need to know what you guys got? What do you think you guys got?'" Mr. Navarro Nibungco said in a phone interview. He opened his suitcase, and "one of the agents took one of the boxes through the X-ray," he said.


When Mr. Navarro Nibungco carries his Labubu around (he clips it to his belt loop), he has found that it often serves as a fun conversation starter with strangers. "The association with the Labubus is only comfort," and it opens the door to a harmless, politics-free chat, he said. It's "escapism."

"People are patiently waiting and are willing to pay 20-something bucks despite whatever is going on with the world right now," he said. "That says something."

In response to the Labubu craze, entire mini industries have sprung up on sites like Etsy and AliExpress, where creators sell tiny outfits specifically designed for the dolls, car seats for them to sit in and even little handbags for them to carry.

At 10 p.m. Eastern on Thursday, the day before the new Labubu line was to release in U.S. stores, the dolls were supposed to drop online. But the Pop Mart website and app crashed because they were inundated with more traffic than the company had prepared for, Pop Mart said in an email. On Reddit, users shared that they were panicking and fervently refreshing the website.

When the site and app were back up, the dolls had already sold out.

"So I was like, you know what? I'm just going to go down and actually try to physically pick these up," Ms. Reese, 42, a financial planner in retail, said in a phone interview. "I expected there to be a line but I didn't think it was going to be that serious," she said, adding that it was "literally the Hunger Games." There were long lines at other Pop Mart locations as well.

At one point, the crowd in Los Angeles was growing restless, Ms. Reese said, with people pushing one another to reach the front. Amid the chaos, a woman in front of her fell to the floor. In the end, Ms. Reese left empty-handed. It didn't matter -- she already had six dolls at home.

Online, too, many Labubu enthusiasts -- who speculated that bots buying up the inventory to resell it were responsible for crashing the website -- felt defeated when they couldn't score a doll. "DID WE WASTE AT LEAST AN HOUR OF OUR TIME WAITING FOR THE ADORABLE STUPID LITTLE COLLECTABLE DOLLS," one user wrote in a post. "Yes."

"Twas a hard battle," the user wrote, "but we must play the waiting game now."
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Reality Sometimes Intrudes at the Time 100 Gala

In an event that mixed notoriety with earnestness, celebrities like Gayle King and Blake Lively rubbed elbows with athletes and activists.

Among those on hand for the annual Time 100 Gala on Thursday night in Manhattan were Elaine Lively, Blake Lively, Demi Moore and Georgina Chapman.



By Jacob Bernstein



Apr 25, 2025 at 02:00 PM

Nine days earlier, Gayle King had been pilloried online as a Marie Antoinette like figure for asking critics of her 11-minute spaceflight "have you been?" and suggesting they can't have a conversation about it until they have. But on Thursday evening, she walked the red carpet at the Time 100 Gala, her head held high and her green dress shimmering.

"I can't complain," Ms. King said at 7:30 p.m., standing on the 16th floor of the building that was previously known as the Time Warner Center, but is now called the Deutsche Bank Center. "My life is wonderful."

To her left was one of the night's honorees, David Muir, an ABC News anchor whose bosses recently paid President Trump $15 million to settle a defamation suit he filed against the company.

To her right was the designer Georgina Chapman, whose ex-husband Harvey Weinstein was back on trial this week over sexual assault allegations. Ms. Chapman was attending the gala with her current boyfriend, the actor Adrien Brody, who was being honored at the event.

Video: 

The rapper Snoop Dogg was the host of event and he walked the red carpet with his son Cordell Broadus.

Serena Williams Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

Adam Scott Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Ms. King turned to another celebrity on the line and moved toward her. "Hi Scarlett," she said, speaking to the actress Scarlett Johansson, who was also on the Time 100 list.

For much of the 20th century, Time was published weekly by Time Inc. Now, the magazine is owned by the tech billionaire Marc Benioff and is published biweekly. In the company's answer to events like the Met Gala, the Time 100 has become a petting zoo where contemporary artists get honored alongside champion athletes and take selfies together.

The artist Mickalene Thomas had never met the gymnast Simone Biles before Thursday night, but she wasn't shy about pulling out her phone for a selfie. "She's legendary. Why not?"

Scarlett Johansson, Adrien Brody and Georgina Chapman Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Just as attendees were being ushered toward the dining area, the actors Blake Lively and Ryan Reynolds, who are currently in the middle of a legal battle with the film director and actor Justin Baldoni, walked in.

Ms. Lively has accused Mr. Baldoni of misconduct on the set of the film "It Ends With Us." Mr. Baldoni has denied the accusations and sued Ms. Lively, her publicist Leslie Sloane, and The New York Times, which published a story about their feud, for defamation.

Was there something in the air on Thursday? A scent being delivered to attract people connected in various ways to recent controversies?

"Who knows," said Ali Zelenko, the former chief spokeswoman for NBC News, who was attending with her new boss, Jonathan Greenblatt, the chief executive of the Anti-Defamation League. "But it makes for good copy."

"This is a complicated moment," said Sam Jacobs, the editor in chief of Time. "The Time 100 reflects that."

Simone Biles and Jalen Hurts Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

Gayle King Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Angeline Murimirwa Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


The tiered dining room had a large stage on the lowest level. Behind it, glass windows showed off Central Park. Waiters served a kale and dandelion Caesar salad. Cameramen darted across the room, grabbing shots of the audience for a Time 100 special that will air on ABC in May.

Here was Demi Moore on the ground level at a table with her manager, Jason Weinberg, and Ms. Johannson. There at the next table over was Ms. Biles along with Serena Williams and the actor Adam Scott. Above them were Mr. Brody and Ms. Chapman.

The program began with a short speech by Jessica Sibley, Time's chief executive, who briefly talked about the vital role independent journalism plays in a functioning Democracy and then moved onto the longer business of thanking the evening's numerous corporate sponsors.

Video: 

Blake Lively and Ryan Reynolds in conversation with Ms. Murimirwa.

Shortly after the British singer Myles Smith performed his hit song, "Stargazing," Mr. Muir took control of the microphone to introduce another Time 100 recipient, Angeline Murimirwa, an activist from Zimbabwe who has spent decades creating educational opportunities for girls in Africa.

She was one of several speakers over the course of the evening, including Noa Argamani, an Israeli activist who was held captive by Hamas for 245 days.

Mickalene Thomas Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

Myles Smith Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


David Muir and Hiroyuki Sanada Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


To serve as comic relief, the magazine selected the rapper Snoop Dogg as the host of the program, though his appearances were somewhat sporadic.

"Man, I'm so proud of Simone Biles. Ain't y'all?" he said at one point. "Me and Simone, we have a lot in common. She's an expert at the balance beam vault and the uneven bars and I'm really good at high jumping. I'm also good at high sitting, high rapping, and as you'll see for the next two hours, high hosting." (He also suggested onstage that the only reason he was given a slot in this year's Time 100 was because the magazine needed a famous emcee.)

Around 9:30 p.m., a grilled branzino was served as the evening's main dish.

Ms. Biles called over a waiter to order a pair of margaritas for herself and Ms. Williams.

Kristen Bell and Dax Shepard Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


After that came a speech from Ms. Lively.

"I have so much to say about the last two years of my life, but tonight is not the forum," she said, seemingly in reference to her experience with Mr. Baldoni.

Then, she spoke for several minutes about the pain women endure and the way they ultimately "break" the hearts of their daughters when they, "let them in the secret that we kept from them as they pranced around in princess dresses: that they are not and likely will never be safe. At work. At home. In a parking lot. In a medical office. Online. In any space they inhabit. Physically, emotionally, professionally."

"But why does that torch have to be something we carry in private?" she asked. "How can we not all agree on that basic human right?"

In the speech, Ms. Lively also thanked her mother, Elaine Lively, for helping her acquire her voice, as well as her "sweet husband," Mr. Reynolds, whom she described as one of the men "who are kind and good when no one is watching."

The event ended around 11 p.m. with a performance by the singer Ed Sheeran.

Nikki Glaser Krista Schlueter for The New York Times

Miranda July Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Ed Sheeran Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


He also addressed Mr. Reynolds, albeit in less reverential terms.

Mr. Sheeran has a minority stake in Ipswich Town F.C., a soccer club located in Suffolk, England. Mr. Reynolds co-owns the Welsh soccer club Wrexham A.F.C.

Mr. Sheeran said his club would mess up Wrexham, using a more colorful term than that, before launching into a rendition of his signature hit, "Shape of You."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/25/style/time100-gala.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Pages A2-A3 and Corrections

      
        Deep in the Subway Station, Reporters Find a Century-Old System
        Much of the New York subway system still uses signal technology installed nearly 100 years ago. Two reporters wanted to find out how it worked.

      

      
        Quote of the Day: Economy Shrank Last Quarter In Anticipation of Tariff Costs
        Quotation of the Day for Thursday, May 1, 2025.

      

      
        Stuck for Hours on a Parked Plane? Here Are Your Rights.
        Long tarmac delays are on the rise at U.S. airports. What airlines owe inconvenienced passengers depends on the length of the holdup and what country they're in.

      

      
        
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




times insider


Deep in the Subway Station, Reporters Find a Century-Old System

Much of the New York subway system still uses signal technology installed nearly 100 years ago. Two reporters wanted to find out how it worked.

Dyanesha Pryor, a tower operator for the New York City subway, manually operates an interlocking machine, controlling train traffic at a crossing. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times



By Winnie Hu and Stefanos Chen



Apr 30, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

The sign on the scuffed-up door offered a warning: only New York City transit workers allowed.

Luckily, we were with a few.

They unlocked the door and escorted us through a maze of long, empty hallways and staircases at the Hoyt-Schermerhorn subway station in Downtown Brooklyn. It was like being let backstage at a theater when there was no show, or into the kitchen of a closed restaurant. The only thing we could hear was the roar of trains.

About five minutes later, we reached the control tower, where we saw one of the oldest pieces of signal equipment in the New York subway system: a bulky machine from the Great Depression that looked as if it belonged in a museum.

We had written about New York's signal system before, but this was the first time we were seeing how it worked. The system, which routes trains and controls and monitors their movements, is essential in a city where trains are constantly switching between tracks at more than 200 crossing points known as interlockings.

This unsung signal system even had its 15 minutes of fame in a 2009 movie about a hijacked subway car, "The Taking of Pelham 123," a remake of a 1974 film. Denzel Washington played a dispatcher at a control center who watched the trains in real time.

Reality is more complicated than the movies, of course. Most of the subway system still uses ancient signal technology. The equipment has to be manually operated, around the clock, from a network of underground control towers.

Our reporting trip grew out of our coverage of congestion pricing. The tolling plan is expected to raise $15 billion for transit improvements, and about $3 billion of that will fund further installation of a modern signal system, which uses computers and wireless technology, on more miles of tracks. But the Trump administration wants to end congestion pricing, jeopardizing such upgrades.

We had pitched an article idea about the system to our editor, Zeke Minaya, who oversees transportation coverage for the Metro section at The New York Times. To better explain to readers the system's technical aspects, we wanted the story to be interactive, with graphics, photos and video. So we enlisted the help of two colleagues, Eden Weingart, an editor on the Digital News Design team who specializes in visual stories, and Tony Cenicola, a veteran photographer.

On a chilly afternoon in late February, we boarded the A train at the Port Authority Bus Terminal station, which is across the street from The Times's newsroom in Midtown Manhattan. We pulled into Hoyt-Schermerhorn station about 20 minutes later. The station, which opened in 1936, is a major transit hub for more than 50,000 passengers a day. (Michael Jackson fans will remember it as the station in his 1987 video for "Bad.")

Near the turnstiles, we met signal experts from the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which operates the subway system. Then, we followed Jamie Torres-Springer, president of M.T.A. Construction & Development, which oversees the signal projects, deep into the station.

The control tower, as it turned out, was not a real tower. It looked like an old storage room, with dingy walls and exposed pipes, and sat beside the tracks, not above them. In the center of the room was an interlocking machine, with a paper sign taped to its front: "Do not put your feet on the interlocking machine or doors."

There we met Dyanesha Pryor, one of the roughly 300 tower operators who control train traffic at interlocking machines. She was merging Manhattan-bound A express trains and C local trains onto a shared track, and splitting Brooklyn-bound trains onto separate express and local tracks.

A radio crackled. It was another operator, giving Ms. Pryor a heads-up: "Charlie coming to you next." (The operators have their own language. "Charlie" is the C train. "Apple" is the A train.) Part of Ms. Pryor's job involves looking through a small, partially covered window to verify which train is coming.

"OK, copy," Ms. Pryor responded.

She went to work pushing and pulling levers from memory. The red-marked levers changed the signals to red, yellow or green, like traffic lights. Black levers moved switches, or sections of railing, allowing the trains to cross tracks.

The interlocking machine was connected to wires and relays, electromagnetic devices that send signals from the levers to the tracks. One cabinet was full of cylinder-shaped relays that made clicking sounds.

As this equipment becomes more fragile with age, it breaks down or wears out. In January, a relay failure took an hour to fix, delaying 25 trains.

We left the control tower with a better understanding of, and a new appreciation for, what it takes to keep the subway running. The old signal system, a marvel for its time, is still hanging on but is simply no match for modern trains and technology.

"When you work within the M.T.A., every time a train arrives at a station, it's like a miracle," Mr. Torres-Springer told us as we rode the subway back to Manhattan, thinking about all the levers being pushed and pulled so the train could run.
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Quote of the Day: Economy Shrank Last Quarter In Anticipation of Tariff Costs

May 01, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"We keep putting weight on the economy instead of lifting weight."

DIANE SWONK, chief economist for the accounting firm KPMG, after data showed that the U.S. economy shrank in the first quarter amid reaction to tariff announcements and policy shifts.
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Stuck for Hours on a Parked Plane? Here Are Your Rights.

Long tarmac delays are on the rise at U.S. airports. What airlines owe inconvenienced passengers depends on the length of the holdup and what country they're in.

Last year, lengthy tarmac delays, defined as more than three hours for domestic flights and four for international flights, rose 50 percent in the United States compared with the year before. David Zalubowski/Associated Press



By Christine Chung



Apr 09, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The airplane's cabin doors closed hours ago, you're fastened into your seat and you're still on the ground, going nowhere fast. What gives?

Tarmac delays may be routine, but that doesn't make them any less of a nightmare. And these instances of passenger purgatory only seem to be getting more frequent for airlines flying in and out of the United States.

Lengthy tarmac delays -- defined as more than three hours on domestic flights and exceeding four hours on international flights -- have jumped. Last year, airlines reported 437 long tarmac delays on domestic flights, compared with 289 in 2023, and 61 on international flights, compared with 35 in 2023, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation. For domestic flights, these delays have been on a steady uptick, more than doubling from 2018 to 2024.

Here's what passengers should know about tarmac delays and what they're owed when they happen.

You may never know why you're stuck.

Weather, air traffic control, and safety, maintenance or operational issues can all cause tarmac delays. Travelers may or may not know the reason their flight is held up. Though most carriers pledge to give passengers regular status updates when a delay exceeds a half-hour, not all promise to share the cause. Delta Air Lines and United Airlines say on their websites that they will. Others, including Southwest Airlines, do not.

Experts say there is no definitive explanation for last year's spike in long tarmac delays. Frequent thunderstorms could be at fault, said Michael McCormick, a professor of air traffic management at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, while John Cox, a former airline pilot who runs a safety consulting firm, said busier flying schedules may have stressed airline operations.

You may be entitled to some basic assistance.

During tarmac delays, airlines are generally required to give passengers food and drink and to provide working toilets, a comfortable cabin temperature and medical assistance.

At U.S. airports, airlines are required to give passengers water and a snack within two hours of the start of a tarmac delay, unless there are safety or security reasons preventing this, according to the Transportation Department. They don't have to serve a full meal.

In Europe, the right to refreshments kicks in after two hours on short-haul flights, three hours on medium-haul flights and four hours on long-haul flights, according to AirHelp, a Berlin company that assists passengers with airline claims.

In Canada, airlines are also required to let passengers use their phones or give them free Wi-Fi if possible, according to the Canadian Transportation Agency.

In many countries, you may deplane after three hours.

In the United States, airlines have three hours, for domestic flights, to move the plane to a place where passengers can safely disembark (four hours for international flights), according to the Transportation Department. Exceptions include safety, security or air traffic control reasons. These same time frames are in place in Europe. Canada also uses the three-hour rule, with exceptions.

But if you get off the plane, you might not be able to get back on it.

The Transportation Department says that airlines aren't required to allow passengers who have disembarked to reboard or retrieve their checked bags. If you've left the plane and it departs without you, you're on the hook for booking and paying for your replacement flight.

In Europe, passengers can receive compensation.

In Europe, passengers who arrive at their destination more than three hours late may be able to receive up to 600 euros in cash. Stricter rules could contribute to less frequent tarmac delays there. Kirill Kudryavtsev/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Tarmac delays tend to be less frequent in Europe, because of stricter rules, said Tomasz Pawliszyn, AirHelp's chief executive.

Travelers who arrive at their destination more than three hours late may be able to receive cash. Amounts vary depending on distance and can go up to 600 euros, or about $660. And if the delay would result in an arrival that's more than five hours late, passengers have a right to reimbursement of the fare if they don't take the flight.

The rule covers all passengers, regardless of nationality, and flights originating in the European Union -- even on U.S. carriers. On flights into E.U. countries, the rule applies only to E.U. carriers.

How to file a complaint.

Contact your airline first. As a last resort, reach out to the relevant transportation agency in the country where the tarmac delay happened. In the United States, that's the Transportation Department. In the European Union, it varies by member state.



Follow New York Times Travel on Instagram and sign up for our Travel Dispatch newsletter to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 52 Places to Go in 2025.
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