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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: President Trump plans to replace national security adviser Michael Waltz, officials say
        Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Daniel Wu, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.

      

      
        Let's talk about Trump's first 100 days: Has he delivered on his promises?
        Naftali Bendavid, Natalie Allison, Matt Viser, Alexandra Pannoni

        Our politics reporters will answer your questions during a live chat Thursday at 1 p.m. Eastern.

      

      
        Miller touts Trump's war against 'cancerous, woke culture' in fiery remarks
        Matt Viser, Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        Like other events this week celebrating the president's first 100 days in office, Miller avoided talk of the week's dim economic news, focusing instead on the social issues that helped Trump win a second term: transgender politics, diversity programs and immigration.

      

      
        Trump plans to replace national security adviser Michael Waltz
        John Hudson, Karen DeYoung, Missy Ryan

        Waltz's expected departure appears to signal a tightening focus within the White House on loyalty and ideological cohesiveness.

      

      
        Amid DOGE-induced turmoil, National Science Foundation in crisis
        Carolyn Y. Johnson, Joel Achenbach

        The $9 billion agency, which exists solely to fund researchers, projects and facilities outside its Alexandria, Virginia, headquarters, is hitting reverse on its mission.

      

      
        Aide's rise under Hegseth scrutinized in White House, Pentagon
        Missy Ryan, Dan Lamothe

        Recently retired Marine Ricky Buria's status as one of the few current aides appointed during the Biden era has elicited "purity" questions from Trump loyalists.

      

      
        A small Montana town has thrived on federal jobs. Now come Trump's cuts.
        Karin Brulliard

        In this pocket of red America, locals worry that the losses at Rocky Mountain Laboratories and the Bitterroot National Forest could have dire consequences.

      

      
        Republicans wave off recession fear, just as Democrats did on inflation
        Paul Kane

        Faced with economic data showing clear warning signs, Republicans declared those data points as premature, just as Democrats did four years ago with inflation.

      

      
        Stocks and the economy down? Watch the Trump bait-and-switch.
        Glenn Kessler

        President Trump changes his tune whenever bad news strikes, so the spin is always good.

      

      
        As Musk steps back, DOGE looks to Congress to finish what it started
        Cat Zakrzewski, Matt Viser, Emily Davies, Elizabeth Dwoskin

        The effort faces an uncertain future in a largely frozen Congress that has passed few bills since President Donald Trump took office in January.

      

      
        Trump ran on boosting prosperity. Now, economic uncertainty grows.
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Michael Birnbaum, Rachel Siegel

        The messaging strategy does not appear to be working for a president whom voters returned to the White House largely to address economic concerns.

      

      
        Trump wants voters to prove citizenship. Arizona tried that and bungled it.
        Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley

        The state requires voters to prove their citizenship. An error led to chaos, suspicion and confusion, signaling broader challenges for Republican-led efforts across the country.

      

      
        Haagen-Dazs and Buddha: Elon Musk waxes philosophical on his time with Trump
        Matt Viser

        Musk reflected on what it has been like at the center of the U.S. DOGE Service. At times, the man running the show wondered aloud how the show even started.

      

      
        Kamala Harris condemns Trump's 'reckless' policies and 'unconstitutional demands'
        Maeve Reston

        In her first major speech since leaving the White House, Harris urged supporters to fight what she called Trump's efforts to stoke fear and "punish truth tellers."

      

      
        Former Rep. Bob Filner, San Diego mayor embroiled in scandal, dies at 82
        Emily Langer

        The 10-term congressman resigned as San Diego mayor in 2013 amid a torrent of sexual misconduct allegations.

      

      
        David Horowitz, combative right-wing activist and author, dies at 86
        Harrison Smith

        A former Marxist, he edited Ramparts magazine before growing disillusioned by the left in the 1970s. He later influenced Trump officials and allies.

      

      
        Rwanda responds warmly to Trump request to take noncitizen deportees
        Adam Taylor

        The talks coincide with a U.S.-led effort to broker a peace agreement between Rwanda and the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo.

      

      
        Trump welcomes business leaders to the White House for event highlighting investment in America
        Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.

      

      
        Trump urges patience, blames Biden after weak economic news
        Matt Viser, Theodoric Meyer

        The latest news crystalized several economic forecasts that have warned of a possible recession and have been one of Trump's biggest vulnerabilities.

      

      
        Supreme Court majority seems open to religious public charter schools
        Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow, Laura Meckler

        A ruling for St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School would allow direct and complete taxpayer funding for a faith-based school for the first time.

      

      
        Hegseth 'proudly' terminates Women, Peace and Security program supported by Trump
        Brianna Tucker

        The defense secretary's move to end the program that two fellow Trump Cabinet members helped establish while in Congress -- and that was signed into law by Trump -- drew bipartisan pushback.

      

      
        Supreme Court appears open to approving state-funded religious schools
        Justin Jouvenal, Laura Meckler, Ann Marimow, Daniel Wu

        The Supreme Court heard arguments over whether taxpayer dollars may be used to directly fund a proposed Catholic charter school in Oklahoma. The case could redraw the line between church and state.

      

      
        Trump's big admission about the Kilmar Abrego Garcia deportation case
        Aaron Blake

        The administration has suggested it couldn't get Abrego Garcia returned even if it wanted to. Trump just blew that up.
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Live updates: President Trump plans to replace national security adviser Michael Waltz, officials say
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Daniel Wu, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Theodoric Meyer, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Alexandra Pannoni, John Hudson, Maxine Joselow, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Azi Paybarah, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Sarah Cahlan, Maria Luisa Paul, Teo Armus, Samantha Schmidt, Matt Viser, Glenn Kessler, Katrina Northrop, Lyric Li, Michael Birnbaum, Rachel Siegel, Missy Ryan, Dan Lamothe, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Cat Zakrzewski, Emily Davies, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Maeve Reston, Siobhan O'Grady, Jeff Stein | 2025-05-01
President Donald Trump plans to replace national security adviser Michael Waltz, according to a current and former U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share a personnel move that has not been announced. Waltz's anticipated exit would be the first major departure from Trump's new administration. Waltz infuriated Trump after he mistakenly included a journalist on a Signal group chat discussing highly sensitive attack plans against Houthi militants. Trump, meanwhile, is speaking at a National Day of Prayer event at the White House on Thursday before heading to the University of Alabama to deliver a commencement address. While Trump handily carried Alabama all three times he sought the presidency, he is expected to face protesters in Tuscaloosa.
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Let's talk about Trump's first 100 days: Has he delivered on his promises?
Our politics reporters will answer your questions during a live chat Thursday at 1 p.m. Eastern. 
By Naftali Bendavid, Natalie Allison, Matt Viser, Alexandra Pannoni | 2025-04-29
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Miller highlights key Trump priority: the war against 'cancerous, woke culture' 
Like other events this week celebrating the president's first 100 days in office, Miller avoided talk of the week's dim economic news, focusing instead on the social issues that helped Trump win a second term: transgender politics, diversity programs and immigration.
By Matt Viser, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2025-05-01

Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller addresses the media during a press briefing Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump and his top advisers on Thursday sought to spotlight their efforts so far to remake the federal government and American society with a pointed and at times chilling focus on cultural issues.
Stephen Miller, one of the chief architects of Trump's second term, highlighted a months-long effort to dismantle previous policies on diversity, equity and inclusion and transgender medical treatments. In harsh and at times angry rhetoric, he cast Trump as a cultural warrior taking on entrenched interests and political correctness.
Miller's roughly 35-minute appearance was the latest in a burst of activity during a week-long push to promote Trump's first 100 days in office. And like the other events this week, it was light on commentary about the week's dim economic news, focusing instead on the social issues that helped Trump win a second term: transgender politics, diversity programs and immigration.
The remarks crystalized just how much of an emphasis Trump has placed on fighting culture wars in his second term, particularly those he views as a central reason for his victory. The president took office in January with a huge initial focus against transgender politics and diversity programs. He has also returned to these issues again and again to change the subject from less popular news, and this week was no different as the administration sought to deflect attention from headlines about economic contraction and job losses. 
Miller's appearance at the briefing room lectern also provided a rare glimpse of his deep involvement in Trump's more controversial policy initiatives. He displayed in turn his passion for those issues and his animus toward the media and the left. He raised his voice and banged the lectern. He accused the media of siding with "terrorists" in its coverage of undocumented immigrants, told them they live in condos in nice areas, and decried the "cancerous, communist, woke culture that is destroying this country."
"This president has fought head on," Miller said, his voice rising. "He inherited an economic catastrophe, a border catastrophe, a public safety catastrophe and a cultural catastrophe. And in every case, he has reversed those catastrophes and brought America into the new golden age."
Miller warned of hospitals that use "taxpayer dollars to perform chemical castration and sexual mutilation of children." He said former president Joe Biden "promoted prison rape by putting men into female prisons" and that schoolgirls would be "sexually assaulted, because school districts have allowed men into women's and girls' private spaces."
He also assailed the teaching of critical race theory in public schools and universities, which he said will be forced to change if they plan to continue relying on federal funding: "Children will be taught to love America. Children will be taught to be patriots." Critical race theory is an intellectual movement that examines the way policies and laws perpetuate systemic racism.
Miller cast diversity, equity and inclusion programs as "one of the most significant crises" facing the nation and said Trump was attempting to rid the country of such policies. He suggested that air traffic controllers and other federal employees were not hired based on merit, effectively declaring that any consideration of race or gender in hiring is discriminatory and will be barred.

White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt and Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller at a press briefing Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Miller also said the administration would continue pushing for prosecution of those who don't comply with a rash of new policies that are subject to lawsuits.
He declined to say whether Trump is working to facilitate the return of Kilmar Abrego Garcia, the Maryland resident mistakenly sent to a prison in El Salvador, but he lambasted the media over its coverage of the episode and not focusing more on victims of crimes committed by immigrants who entered the country illegally.
"Every one of you that sides over and over again with these terrorists," he said, "to the extent that you have the financial means to do so, you all choose to live in condos or homes or houses as far away from these kinds of gangbangers as you possibly can."
Throughout the week, the White House has held early morning briefings to highlight various aspects of his first 100 days. The administration initially focused on immigration, lining the lawn of the White House with posters of illegal immigrants who committed crimes, and had Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent discuss the sweeping changes to the economy that Trump has overseen.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent participates in a Cabinet meeting at the White House on Wednesday. (Yuri Gripas/For The Washington Post)


By Wednesday, there were new indications that those policies were taking a toll, with dim economic forecasts that clouded what he had hoped would be a valedictory marker of his 100 days in office.
The new data showed that the U.S. economy shrank in the first three months of 2025, a reversal after three years of growth that was attributed to his promised tariffs.
Trump lashed out, largely blaming Biden for the economy, even though most of the latest indicators have been a reaction to policies put in place since Trump took office.
"You probably saw some numbers today," he said at the start of a Cabinet meeting that was open to reporters. "And I have to start off by saying, that's Biden; that's not Trump."
Miller on Thursday also largely rebuffed concerns that economists and businesses have raised around the impact of Trump's tariff policy.
When asked about a Chamber of Commerce letter calling for relief for small businesses, he said, "The relief for small businesses is going to come in the form of the largest tax cut in American history."
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Trump plans to replace national security adviser Michael Waltz
Waltz's expected departure appears to signal a tightening focus within the White House on loyalty and ideological cohesiveness. 
By John Hudson, Karen DeYoung, Missy Ryan | 2025-05-01

White House national security adviser Michael Waltz in the Oval Office in April. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump plans to replace national security adviser Michael Waltz, one current and one former official said Thursday, marking his administration's most significant foreign policy shake-up to date as the president seeks to advance his "America First" agenda while managing internal divisions, staff turmoil and serious security lapses.
The expected exit of Waltz, a combat veteran and former member of Congress from Florida whose selection was among the least controversial of Trump's senior picks for his second term, follows embarrassing revelations in March that Waltz had inadvertently included the editor of the Atlantic magazine in a highly sensitive chat among top administration officials as they coordinated an imminent military strike in Yemen.
The impending move came after weeks in which Waltz, initially a ubiquitous presence on Sunday television news shows and Fox News interviews, seemed to fade from view amid widespread speculation and media reports that White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles was heading a search for his replacement.
His expected departure may also signal a tightening focus on loyalty and ideological cohesiveness following Trump's purge last month of National Security Council staff aides who reported to Waltz and whom the president deemed out of step with his priorities.
The brevity of Waltz's tenure in the job  -- Trump marked his first 100 days in office just this week -- was exceeded only by that of Michael Flynn, Trump's initial security adviser during his first term. Flynn served less than three weeks before resigning amid allegations he lied to the FBI over pre-inauguration contacts with Russia. Trump ultimately went through four men in the post.
The president was said to have been initially reluctant to dump Waltz -- as some other key aides advocated -- after the episode revealed by the Atlantic and subsequent reports exposed more extensive use by Waltz's team of the unclassified messaging app Signal for sensitive national security conversations.
Critics, primarily Democrats but some Republicans, too, cited the administration for carelessness and chaos, even as Trump defended Waltz as a "good man" who had learned a lesson. The president blamed the messaging technology and the news media for creating the problem.
The level of criticism rose after The Washington Post subsequently revealed that Waltz and senior staff on the National Security Council that he led also had conducted sensitive government business over their personal Gmail accounts.
"There is a clear, troubling pattern and Congress needs to look at it in a serious, bipartisan manner," Sen. Jack Reed (Rhode Island), ranking Democrat on the Armed Services Committee, said in a statement following the Gmail revelations. "Mr. Waltz and his team have engaged in questionable data security practices and it could cost our nation dearly."
"This administration lacks both discipline and accountability and it shows," Reed said.
But even as Waltz appeared to be weathering the "Signalgate" storm, Trump pulled the rug out from under him with the firing of senior NSC staff members, including his directors for intelligence, legislative affairs and technology.
That purge came amid reports that Trump and other America First isolationists among his team suspected Waltz of more hawkish, neoconservative tendencies and advocating aggressively for confronting adversaries such as Iran, China and Russia. In Congress, Waltz had opposed the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and endorsed continued strong U.S. support for Ukraine, topics that have divided Republicans.
In an interview with The Post after his selection as national security adviser but before Trump's inauguration, Waltz downplayed differences over Afghanistan, pointedly drawing a contrast with aides who tried to obstruct Trump's foreign policy decisions during his first term. "He welcomes disagreement. He welcomes vigorous debate," Waltz said of Trump. "But when he makes the decision, he expects you to implement it, and I will do that."
He would ensure that his NSC staff "are 100 percent aligned with the president's agenda," Waltz told Breitbart News around the same time.
It is unclear what the fired staffers had done to earn Trump's ire. The day before their departure, Trump was visited in the Oval Office by far-right activist Laura Loomer, who reportedly urged him to remove a number of NSC staff on grounds of neoconservatism or the fact that some had also worked in government under Democratic administrations or held politically suspect nongovernment jobs.
Trump, who spoke Thursday at a National Day of Prayer event at the White House, praised as doing a "fantastic" job Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, whose tenure has also been under a cloud, as well as other Cabinet members and senior officials. He did not include Waltz on the list.
It was unclear whether Waltz deputy Alex Wong would remain in his job. Loomer, who had also targeted Wong as disloyal as a former adviser to the 2012 presidential campaign of  then-Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah), claimed him as a "SCALP" in a posting on social media Thursday.
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Amid DOGE-induced turmoil, National Science Foundation in crisis
The $9 billion agency, which exists solely to fund researchers, projects and facilities outside its Alexandria, Virginia, headquarters, is hitting reverse on its mission.
By Carolyn Y. Johnson, Joel Achenbach | 2025-05-01

(Washington Post illustration; Dado Ruvic/Reuters) 


From Antarctic research stations to telescopes high in the Andes to research submarines miles below the waves -- and in laboratories and classrooms across the United States -- the fingerprint of the National Science Foundation is vast and consequential. The 75-year-old government agency has one function: keep the U.S. science enterprise at the leading edge.
In the last two weeks, however, the $9 billion agency, which exists entirely to fund science researchers, projects and facilities outside its Alexandria, Virginia, headquarters, hit reverse on its main mission.
NSF has been forced to cancel more than a thousand active research grants. Funding for new research has slowed to a crawl, as the agency has awarded half the number of grants since President Donald Trump's inauguration compared to the same period in 2024, according to a Washington Post analysis of the NSF grants database. On top of that, officials are running budget scenarios of drastic cuts for next year.
Now there's a leadership vacuum. Last week, NSF director Sethuraman Panchanathan abruptly resigned, writing in an email to staff: "I have done all I can."
NSF funds basic science research, the kinds of questions sparked by curiosity that may have no clear application and little interest from corporations or philanthropies, but can deepen our understanding of nature, spawn new industries and change the world. An NSF-funded observatory was the first to detect ripples in space-time predicted by Albert Einstein. NSF's basic research into circuits and transistors helped advance the chips that power modern technology. Some 268 Nobel laureates have received funding from the agency.
The first months of Trump's second presidency have been marked by the unraveling of a historic relationship between research institutions and federal government. That partnership, forged in the wake of World War II, has powered American science preeminence.
At the National Institutes of Health, the funding of science has been massively slowed by a multipronged attack on the process of awarding new grants, as well as an unprecedented effort to terminate existing awards. Now, that same playbook is unfolding at NSF.
The journal Science reported that Trump's draft budget proposal, which has not yet been submitted to Congress, would cut 55 percent of the NSF budget. Multiple people familiar with the agency's operations who shared information on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the situation, believe that to be plausible but could not confirm the number. The agency is modeling various budget scenarios, the people said.
A spokesman for NSF declined to answer specific questions, referring to a FAQ that describes the agency's changing priorities.
"The US science machine that is the envy of the world is about to be wrecked," Michael Turner, a cosmologist at the University of California at Los Angeles, said in an email. "If we go down the route of dismantling the great American science machine we will suffer the consequences in all aspects of life."
Panchanathan, caring for an ailing family member, was not available for an interview. In his goodbye letter, he alluded to attempts to cut NSF.
"While NSF has always been an efficient agency, we still took the challenge of identifying other possible efficiencies and reducing our commitments to serve the scientific community even better," he wrote. "NSF is an extremely important investment to make US scientific dominance a reality. We must not lose our competitive edge. A thoughtful approach to efficiencies and investments is incredibly important. I believe that I have done all I can to advance the mission of the agency."

Director of the National Science Foundation Sethuraman Panchanathan, testifying during a Senate hearing to examine CHIPS and science implementation and oversight in 2023, abruptly resigned last week. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Panchanathan was nominated as NSF director in the first Trump administration, and his six-year term was not set to end until the middle of 2026.
While serving under President Joe Biden, Panchanathan oversaw new initiatives, mandated in congressional legislation, to broaden the impact of, and participation in, science. Researchers seeking grants have been required to describe how their work would advance those goals. Such efforts, which seek to diversify the demographics of the scientific community -- historically dominated by White males -- also are designed to expand funding for research in institutions in rural America and far from the coasts.
But the return of Trump put much of this in reverse. One of his first actions was banning the use of federal money for DEI research.
NSF officials immediately complied, launching keyword-triggered reviews of grants, mining the agency's vast research portfolio for topics the administration no longer wanted to support, including DEI and "gender ideology."
The immediate compliance with Trump's executive orders was viewed as a betrayal by many of his own employees, but Panchanathan continued. He went on to fire 10 percent of NSF's probationary employees, despite internal anger -- a blow that was later partly reversed.
According to multiple NSF employees who spoke on the condition of anonymity and shared screenshots, known U.S. DOGE Service employees were recently added to the NSF staff directory database. Funding started to get held up.
Then, in two tranches of cancellations, more than a thousand grants were terminated, most of them focused on DEI. Also targeted are "misinformation" and "disinformation" research programs.
NSF has been the focus of Republican ire in recent years. Last year, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) released a staff report that claimed to have identified 3,483 NSF grants, totaling more than $2 billion, that promoted DEI tenets or "pushed onto science neo-Marxist perspectives about enduring class struggle."
The Democratic staff of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee responded this year with its own report, saying the Cruz report contained "embarrassing mistakes" such as flagging grants focused on biodiversity. "At best, the Cruz Report is a sloppy mess that should be viewed as nothing more than the political hit job it is," the report said.
Cruz's office did not provide a statement on the departure of Panchanathan.
Nicholas George, a biology major at Florida State University, was crushed when he got an email less than two weeks before graduation with the news that his year-long research opportunity at Oklahoma State University -- an on-ramp to science for recent college graduates set to start June 1 -- was canceled.
For George, this program would have been the next step toward a scientific career -- he hoped to study the genetics and physiology of anole lizards in response to novel climates and environments.
George had turned down other opportunities. He'd told friends and family. He'd been preparing to move.
"It's definitely very discouraging," George said. "Even talking to my current research mentor and grad students in my lab, they're like: Any day, you could get an email, because you never know when that funding security is going to be taken away."
While many of the grants canceled have been focused on smaller-scale projects, Alondra Nelson, a member of the National Science Board, which oversees the NSF, said they would have a long-term impact. "These accounts of how we are decimating with a thousand cuts the science and research ecosystem are devastating. ... It's sort of cutting off the future."
The grant terminations at NSF may not be legal, said Rep. Zoe Lofgren (California), the leading Democrat of the Science Committee. And if the Trump administration does, as has been speculated, push through drastic cuts to the budgets of NSF and other science agencies it will be a "disaster," she said.
"The vast majority of GDP growth in the United States is related to science and technology investments, and now we're crushing it," Lofgren said. "There's plenty of things that could be made better at NSF. That's different from gutting the agency."
And the larger, flagship research infrastructure NSF runs -- its telescopes, its observatories, its South Pole operations -- will also be on the chopping block if extreme budget cuts are enacted, according to multiple people familiar with planning scenarios.
"If the agency is operating at 50 percent capacity, how should the agency approach hard strategic decisions? Do you start shutting down astronomical observatories? Do you turn off all of Antarctic operations?" said a person familiar with the agency's governance. "You have to look at the biggest ticket items."
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Aide's rise under Hegseth scrutinized in White House, Pentagon
Recently retired Marine Ricky Buria's status as one of the few current aides appointed during the Biden era has elicited "purity" questions from Trump loyalists.
By Missy Ryan, Dan Lamothe | 2025-05-01

Ricky Buria, left, who until recently was the junior military assistant to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, trails the Pentagon chief outside the White House in early April. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Pete Hegseth's 100-day tenure as defense secretary has brought an unceremonious end to the careers of numerous top military officers -- but it has also created unexpected avenues for advancement, including for one Marine who has thrown his lot in with the controversial Pentagon chief.
Biden-era officials say they were flabbergasted when Ricky Buria, a respected officer who worked closely with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, abruptly set aside a promising future in uniform to assume a political position as a senior adviser to Hegseth, whose security lapses and anti-diversity agenda have fueled widespread calls from Democrats, and at least one Republican, to resign.
The change in course by Buria, who had been seen as a rising star in the Marine Corps, underscores the different ways in which Hegseth's disruptive approach is impacting the military ranks, summarily ousting at least nine senior officers, including the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, while creating unconventional -- and professionally risky -- opportunities for others.
It also illustrates how the increasingly politicized climate enveloping what has been one of America's most independent institutions has created risks even for allies of the defense secretary, as White House officials and other Republicans voice concern about Buria -- even after his recent, unexpected retirement -- because of his association with Austin and his status as one of the few top aides who span the administrations.
"In a place with a lot of purity tests," one person familiar with the issue said, "that could be a kiss of death."
Buria did not respond to a request for comment. Neither did spokespeople for Hegseth.
Some Republicans loyal to the president have sought to block the elevation of Buria, whom officials say Hegseth has openly considered for his next chief of staff following a purge of top aides, by alerting the White House to his background, said two people familiar with the issue. Officials there have begun to ask questions about him, one of those officials said. Like others, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss personnel matters.
Buria, an MV-22 pilot who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, has emerged as a top contender for one of the Pentagon's most powerful jobs only months after being named as Austin's junior military aide. In a prestigious but unglamorous role, a junior military aide typically acts as a defense secretary's "body man," shadowing him at the Pentagon or overseas, getting his meals and ensuring necessary documents are in hand for meetings or public remarks. The job exposes officers to top-level operations and typically opens doors leading to the military's highest ranks.
Former officials who worked alongside Buria in the Biden administration said the Marine was usually the first person to greet Austin at the Pentagon in the morning and would typically remain until the retired general was ready to go home. They described Buria as competent and focused, and said he never gave any indication about his political views or suggested he disagreed with Biden-era policies.
"He was an absolute professional," one former official said.
When Austin stepped down in January, Buria posted words of praise and gratitude for some of the outgoing secretary's political aides, including deputy Pentagon press secretary Sabrina Singh.
"I can't wait to serve with you again," Buria wrote on LinkedIn.

Buria, right, is seen during a March meeting at the Pentagon with Elon Musk, seated at center, and Hegseth. (Senior Airman Spencer Perkins/Office of the Secretary of Defense Public Affairs)


When Hegseth arrived at the Pentagon in January, Buria quickly became close with the former Fox News host and his wife, Jennifer, according to people familiar with the inner workings of Hegseth's team. They attributed that partly to Buria's role, in which he saw Pete Hegseth daily and traveled with him on weekends to Tennessee, where the Hegseths own a home. Hegseth, who came to his role with little Washington experience, also bounced ideas off Buria, they said.
His stature in Hegseth's circle grew in February when Hegseth fired Buria's boss, Air Force Lt. Gen. Jennifer Short, whom Austin had appointed as senior military aide, another nonpartisan role typically held by a three-star military officer who bridges administrations and has often gone on to be promoted to a high-profile job.
Her firing left a vacancy that Hegseth let Buria fill temporarily. As such, he was seated alongside Hegseth for bilateral meetings with foreign dignitaries, an unusual move for an officer of his rank. His relative influence expanded again when, in a sign of upheaval among his top advisers, Hegseth's chief of staff, Joe Kasper, stepped aside and other senior aides were forced out amid a leak investigation.
That Buria had assumed Short's role rubbed some the wrong way at the Pentagon, where hierarchy and tradition can be sacrosanct. Generals and other military staff grumbled about Buria, who was promoted to the rank of colonel only last fall, delivering curt messages from Hegseth to officers far more senior, two officials said.
The arrival in April of Army Lt. Gen. Christopher LaNeve as Hegseth's new senior military assistant shifted the dynamics again. Buria was due to return to his less-influential role, which people familiar with the issue said made the prospect of leaving the military for an advisory position appealing despite the controversy that has largely defined Hegseth's stewardship of the institution.
"It was going to be hard for him to step back into the JMA role," one person familiar with the issue said, using an acronym for junior military assistant. "He was telling certain folks that he was willing to retire and become a civilian person all the way back in March."
Buria's move appears all the more surprising because of the stark contrast between the two men he has served in the Pentagon's executive suite: Austin, a reserved retired four-star general who largely avoided the spotlight after becoming the first African American defense secretary, and Hegseth, a former National Guard major and conservative TV personality who has routinely attacked critics on social media and focused on rooting out the military's diversity programs.
Despite Democrats' criticism of Hegseth, he has remained defiant -- and President Donald Trump has voiced his support.
"I have so much confidence in him," Trump told supporters in Michigan on Tuesday night. "The fake news is after him, really after him, but he's a tough cookie. They don't know how tough he is."
Some former officials who praised Buria's performance under Austin questioned whether his gamble would pay off.
"It seems like a miscalculation, with Hegseth on the ropes," one former official said.
"He went from being in a low-key, safe position under Hegseth to a white-hot dangerous one," said another.
Former officials noted that successful chiefs of staff at the Pentagon, with its budget of more than $800 billion and a famously unwieldy bureaucracy, often have broad experience across government agencies and Congress, credentials many military officers lack.
Given Hegseth's lack of experience in Washington policymaking, "he really needs ballast in the team underneath him," one of the former officials said.

Buria, left, greets NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, who is trailed by Hegseth, during an April 24 meeting at the Pentagon. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


For Buria to retire with his current rank, a consideration with significant implications for his retirement pay, he would need to either serve as a colonel for two years or seek and receive a waiver from the Defense Department, defense officials familiar with the issue said.
In recent days, Buria has stepped out as a voice for the "Make America Great Again" movement, setting up a social media account on X and boosting posts from Hegseth, the White House and other administration accounts that boast about Trump's record and tout the military's expanded role on the southern border and its steps to tighten fitness standards for troops.
He has also echoed attacks by Trump and Hegseth on the media, a frequent target of both officials when they face criticism.
"Results...not fake news!" Buria wrote. "Thank you President Trump for your clear leadership!"
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A small Montana town has thrived on federal jobs. Now come Trump's cuts.
In this pocket of red America, locals worry that the losses at Rocky Mountain Laboratories and the Bitterroot National Forest could have dire consequences. 
By Karin Brulliard | 2025-05-01

The windows of Chapter One Book Store look out onto West Main Street in downtown Hamilton, Montana. (Holly Pickett/For The Washington Post)


HAMILTON, Mont. -- In an era of rural decline, this town of 5,000 touts art galleries and upscale cafes. Its Main Street, with a homegrown department store still going strong after 75 years, remains a draw not just for locals but for the tourists who come to explore the surrounding mountain wilderness.
But many people worry that the future is at risk. Hamilton has depended for decades on what seemed a reliable economic foundation -- the federal government, which employs hundreds at a world-renowned scientific laboratory and in the Bitterroot National Forest. Now staff and funding cuts at both are shaking this pocket of deep-red Montana, prompting its leaders to warn the Trump administration of "dangerous safety and economic consequences" and sending citizens into the streets to protest.
As one saying here goes, locals either have a PhD or a GED. It's wry recognition of the outsize role of federal employment in an area where most alternatives pay little despite a median home price of about $600,000. Hamilton leaders fear researchers at Rocky Mountain Laboratories and forest managers who lose their jobs are likely to leave, taking their salaries, families, firefighting skills and community contributions with them.
"They are participating in the local economy. They're volunteers for our nonprofits, for our schools. They're very engaged citizens," said Robin Pruitt, the city council president. "We know that our community would be devastated to lose these community members."
The dynamic has made Hamilton a prime example of the ripple effects of the administration's efforts to drastically shrink the government. The consequences of pink slips always reach beyond the individual employees fired. Yet they feel magnified in a town this size.
"This is the small business, main street American economic impact," said Mary Casper, who watched with alarm as the labs canceled bookings for visiting researchers at her motel in downtown Hamilton.
The scope of the firings and buyouts is unclear because the White House has not made numbers public. At the labs, a scientist who is keeping a tally counts at least 25 of 573 people gone, most of them support staff. Fourteen more are expected to leave or be terminated by June, according to the scientist, who talked on the condition of anonymity because workers are not permitted to speak publicly.
At the national forest, some 30 to 40 of 208 employees have been fired or have left through various incentive programs, said Melissa Pingree, a Bitterroot employee who's on the executive council of the local federal workers union.

Hamilton Mayor Dominic Farrenkopf, left, and City Council President Robin Pruitt discuss a resolution on the federal cuts at a council meeting in April. (Holly Pickett/For The Washington Post)


A spokesperson for the Department of Agriculture, which includes the forest service, said via email that staffing numbers continue to be finalized; operational firefighters were not offered voluntary retirement and deferred resignation, according to the service. The National Institutes of Health did not respond to a request for comment about staff cuts at the labs.
This spring, the city council moved a listening session on the cuts from city hall to the middle school, a larger venue to accommodate more than 200 attendees. Though Hamilton leans more blue than the broader river valley, the council had seen its share of ideological battles -- a proposed rainbow-painted crosswalk sparked a "holy war" a few years ago, Pruitt recounted -- and was unsure how heated the meeting would get.
All comments were on one side: Protect federal jobs.
The council responded by passing a resolution opposing the cuts and pleading, in letters to NIH and the Agriculture Department, to consider its perspective. "We're just about as low on the government pecking order as it comes, but we had to do something," said Pruitt, whose position is nonpartisan.
But this is Trump country, and Ravalli County's three Republican commissioners, who represent a jurisdiction where 69 percent of voters backed the president, see the situation differently. At a recent meeting, dozens of residents urged them to press Montana's congressional delegation to challenge the staff reductions. "Some of the people making cuts could not tell the difference between a deer and an elk," a former lab worker said.
"There's some reason for concerns," commissioner Greg Chilcott responded, "but at the same time, we're 37 trillion dollars in debt as a nation. ... Something has to be done."
His comments were booed.
Like the rest of the lush Bitterroot Valley, Hamilton once thrived on timber. Those jobs dried up with the closure of sawmills, and few here expect even tariffs on Canadian lumber to revive the industry.
Luckily, the town had something else: Rocky Mountain Laboratories. It began more than a century ago with scientists in sheds and tents researching Rocky Mountain spotted fever, a deadly tick-borne disease. And while a moat was dug around the facility in its early days, to assuage residents' fears of tick escapes, the labs have long been a source of pride for many.
It has been at the forefront of infectious-disease research, producing yellow fever vaccine during World War II, identifying the bacterium responsible for Lyme disease and contributing to immunizations for Ebola and covid. Today its work draws scientists from around the globe. A 2023 University of Montana report found that the labs support 1,497 Montana jobs, $89 million in after-tax income for households and $232 million in annual business revenue.

Rocky Mountain Laboratories, a federal research facility that employs more than 500 people, occupies a roughly 36-acre campus in Hamilton. (Holly Pickett/For The Washington Post)


Hamilton's backdrop is the 1.6-million acre Bitterroot National Forest, a wonderland of hiking, hunting and fishing. Visitation and migration boomed during the pandemic and grew more when the smash television series "Yellowstone" started filming in the county. 
The federal government accounts for 4 percent of jobs but 8 percent of wages in Ravalli -- both numbers significantly higher than the statewide figures, according to Bryce Ward, an economist in Missoula.
The combination of solid salaries in a charming town next to an outdoor playground makes this place a coveted assignment. Everyone in Hamilton knows someone who works at the labs or the forest. Some households have two federal salaries. Their children are on teams and in classrooms, where lab employees volunteer in an after-school science program.
Kara Bond landed a job last year as a forest archaeologist. She loved the work, and she loved Hamilton, where she rented an apartment that backed up to the Bitterroot River. She began to imagine staying for the long haul in what she calls "the quietest place I've ever lived."
But she was still a probationary employee when the Trump administration fired thousands of workers in that category in mid-February. The email came in as Bond was at a chemotherapy session for breast cancer.
She gave up her apartment and moved to her home state for treatment, only to have a court ruling lead to her reinstatement. Now she's working remotely and hoping she will still have the job and be able to return to Hamilton after she has surgery in May.
"Nobody knows who's going to get RIFs," she said, meaning reductions in-force or more layoffs.
Jeff Burrows, a county commissioner whose district includes the labs, said he feels for those losing jobs. He is also uneasy about the lack of transparency on how deep the cuts will be and how they're being orchestrated by people in Washington.
He's no drain-the-swamp guy; he thinks forest service employees have been crucial partners to the county. Still, Burrows said he understands the administration's focus on slashing costs.
"I don't think it's going to devastate our economy from the proposal so far that I've seen," he said in an interview.

Smoke billows from a prescribed burn in the Bitterroot National Forest about 15 miles from Hamilton. (Holly Pickett/For The Washington Post)


Yet business owners are already feeling the cuts. Allegra printing has long worked with the forest service and the labs, producing signs and materials for presentations. That generated additional business from NIH divisions based elsewhere, said co-owner Michelle Mendenall, who estimated the federal purchases typically make up 10 percent of Allegra's revenue.
The lab orders are gone for now, she said. At a community event, a lab employee told her his department had "just a couple of us left."
"I'm 20-something years into these relationships," Mendenall said. "You'll start a project one week, and you'll talk to them on Friday, and you email them on Monday, and they're not there anymore."
Casper and her husband bought the City Center Motel two years ago and spruced it up, confident it could become profitable and inject more money into downtown. Soon it was getting good reviews, and lab officials started booking rooms for their visitors.
Last year, two people from Africa stayed for three weeks. Nine people came from Europe to attend a four-day conference. In 2024, the motel logged $15,000 in reservations from the labs, about 10 percent of its total. By year's end, the 2025 calendar already had $5,000 in lab bookings.
Weeks after the president's inauguration, a travel freeze led to them all being canceled. Such losses "can make or break your year," Casper said.
Inside the labs, supplies are low because much of the purchasing department has been let go. New experiments are on hold. So are maintenance contracts, meaning critical machines -- mass spectrometers, electron microscopes -- cannot be fixed if they fail, according to Kim Hasenkrug, a scientist emeritus who remains in close contact with lab employees.
"A lot of those experiments are time critical," he said.

A yard sign in Hamilton offers encouragement to the workers employed at Rocky Mountain Laboratories in town and the nearby Bitterroot National Forest. (Holly Pickett/For The Washington Post)


At the forest, beyond keeping toilets clean and maintaining trails, there are concerns about how to fulfill the administration's greater focus on timber harvest and fire mitigation with a smaller staff.
"You need all the people that know this stuff," said Mary Williams, a retired Bitterroot archaeologist who lives in Hamilton. "There's so much that goes into managing the forest."
Commissioner Burrows does not completely disagree. Ravalli is 73 percent federal land, and he said the forest service has struggled to stay on top of trail and road maintenance. In one of the nation's highest-risk wildfire areas, Burrows and others are well aware the county relies on federal funding and workers to ensure its safety.
For now, he said, the commission is in wait-and-see mode, "trying to keep our roads paved and trying to keep public safety going."
He does wonder where all this will end up.
"If you're going to reduce the number of people, if you are going to reduce the cost, you are going to see a service reduction, and what are people going to tolerate?" he said. "Because it's unrealistic, I think, to expect the same level of service with less folks on the ground."
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Republicans wave off recession fear, just as Democrats did on inflation 
Faced with economic data showing clear warning signs, Republicans declared those data points as premature, just as Democrats did four years ago with inflation.
By Paul Kane | 2025-05-01

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters following the weekly Republican Senate policy luncheon on April 29. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Exiting his party's Tuesday luncheon, Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) expressed no worries about the economic clouds that have spooked Wall Street and Main Street.
"I don't see any signs of a recession," Kennedy told a couple of reporters, citing "some weakness" in consumer confidence and a "very slight weakness" in job markets.
A day later, after federal data showed the economy contracted in the first quarter under President Donald Trump's watch, he stuck to his story. "I still don't," he said of recession concerns.
Almost every Republican on Capitol Hill this week has tried to wish away fears of Trump's trade wars starting a recession that could lead to the highly unusual pairing of job losses and spiked inflation.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), who like many traditional Republicans has voiced skepticism about tariffs without challenging Trump, told reporters Wednesday that the administration was playing the "long game" and trying to focus on rebalancing the manufacturing sector's decades-long decline. "All these short-term economic indicators are -- they are short-term, they measure it sort of day by day, month by month, quarter by quarter," Thune said.
Given a chance to rebuke Trump's trade policy, on a resolution that had little chance of making it to his desk, Senate Republicans stood behind him. Just three GOP senators joined 46 Democrats in calling for an end to Trump's declaration allowing him to impose 10 percent tariff on goods from most nations. The vote failed in a 49-49 tie.
In this regard, congressional Republicans have managed to talk themselves into the same sort of arguments that Democrats used four years ago, when the U.S. economy overheated coming out of the pandemic and spiked inflation to 40-year highs.
In June 2021, Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen acknowledged "some inflation" had taken hold but that it was the result of temporary issues like global supply chains struggling to reopen after economic lockdowns.
"This represents transitory factors," she said.
Thune on Wednesday even sounded like Democrats when he suggested one way to overcome tariff fears would be approving the emerging $5 trillion-plus package of tax cuts and reducing regulations on the energy sector. Those bills, Thune said, "are going to have a positive impact, long term."
Back in 2021, Democrats said they needed to pass a multi-trillion-dollar package of climate and health laws to combat inflation.
"I'll say it again: if you want to fight inflation -- if you want to lower costs and grow the economy -- support Build Back Better," Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said in November 2021.
That legislative moniker, Build Back Better, eventually got dropped in the summer 0f 2022 as Democrats finally approved a slimmed-down version of the legislation, the Inflation Reduction Act.
The Democratic efforts floundered. The trillions of dollars in pandemic relief provided to Americans, a large chunk signed into law by Trump, was one of the causes of increased inflation.
Voters never gave President Joe Biden or Democrats credit for battling inflation -- that issue became the central thrust of Trump's return to the White House and Republicans taking control of Congress.
Barely three months into Trump's second term, Republicans are staring at similar headwinds: high costs causing businesses and consumers to pull back their spending.
"The Republicans may want to hide their heads under a blanket. But the reality is that Donald Trump's policies are a disaster for our country," Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts), the top Democrat on the Senate Banking Committee, said in an interview Wednesday.
Warren noted that the root causes of the economic crises are dramatically different because this one was caused by Trump imposing tariffs as a way to force multinational businesses to build their products in America.
"This could be fixed. This is, you know, this is not a kink in supply chains and a pandemic," she said. "This is one man who has caused a financial crisis all by himself."
Some Republican economists have been more outspoken in criticizing Trump, including Douglas Holtz-Eakin, the head of American Action Forum, which has ties to the GOP super PAC that is backed by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana).
"The sheer economic mechanics of a tax hike of hundreds of billions of dollars are a severe headwind to growth and have already produced a significant decline in consumer sentiment, small business optimism, and other survey-based measures," Holtz-Eakin wrote last week in his "Daily Dish" newsletter.
He dismissed the impact of one-to-one deals with some individual nations when Trump's agenda still includes some historically heavy tariffs.
"The universal tariff of 10 percent was featured consistently during the campaign, and the steel, aluminum, auto, pharmaceutical, lumber, copper, and China tariffs are a fixed feature of the president's policy landscape. Expecting them to go away is crazy optimistic," Holtz-Eakin wrote in another missive.
But that's exactly the hope-and-pray approach that traditionally pro-trade, anti-tariff Republicans are embracing at this stage.
"I'm not concerned at this point about a recession. But obviously, we need the administration to be able to move as fast as they can to get as many trade deals done as they can," said Sen. James Lankford (R-Oklahoma), a member of the Senate Finance Committee, which has jurisdiction over trade policy.
A supporter of "low and no tariffs," Lankford said he would give Trump "some space" to work out these reciprocal deals, believing it would settle down financial markets that have been whipsawed by the president's declarations on the issue.
"I do think within the next several weeks they need to have some announcements out there because then that settles the market," Lankford said. "And it also settles every other trading partner to say that's what a trade deal look."
Warren said the GOP agenda mostly skews tax cuts to benefit the most wealthy and businesses, not the middle class, and its main function is extending existing tax rates. Those are combined with proposals for cuts to services benefiting lower-income Americans, which would reduce their buying power and possibly hurt the broader economy.
"This is a moment when American families could use a lifeline, but the Republican budget tosses them an anchor," she said.
Kennedy is willing to wait before he will entertain the chance of a recession. "You're not going to know the impact of the tariffs on GDP for probably four to six months," he said Wednesday.
Republicans need a better outcome than the Democratic viewpoint from four years ago, epitomized by Yellen's views in March 2021. "Is there a risk of inflation? I think there's a small risk," she said. "And I think it's manageable."
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Stocks and the economy down? Watch the Trump bait-and-switch. 
President Trump changes his tune whenever bad news strikes, so the spin is always good.
By Glenn Kessler | 2025-05-01

(Yuri Gripas for The Washington Post)


"You know, we had a tremendous campaign. I said all of these things during my campaign. I said, 'You're gonna have a transition period.' We've been ripped off by every country all over the world. They're laughing at us. They thought we were stupid people, and we were."
-- President Donald Trump, interview with ABC News, aired April 29
"This is Biden's Stock Market, not Trump's. I didn't take over until January 20th. Tariffs will soon start kicking in, and companies are starting to move into the USA in record numbers. Our Country will boom, but we have to get rid of the Biden 'Overhang.'"
-- Trump, in a post on social media, April 30
When times get tough, Trump resorts to a maneuver that we call the Trump bait-and-switch. He insists that he has long warned about a problem -- when he hadn't. Or he will claim that a problem is not his, even though he took credit when things were good before.
The result is that, in the president's mind, he's always on course. During his first term, our favorite example of this tactic was his rhetoric on arrests of undocumented immigrants at the southern border. When the numbers went down, he would brag about how much apprehensions had been cut. But when the numbers increased, he would also sell it as an achievement -- boasting how many people had been apprehended. The result was, no matter happened at the border, it was always pitched as perfect. If a drop in arrests previously was cause for celebration, now a surge in arrests is even better.
At the 100-day mark of his second term, Trump faces plunging polls, sagging economic numbers and skittish securities markets -- mainly because of his tariff policy. So let's see how he's trying to spin it.
In his ABC News interview, Trump attempted to create a new reality -- that he had told Americans during the election campaign there would be a "transition period" as the world adjusted to his new tariff regime.
That's false. We can find no evidence he ever even hinted this.
Our search of campaign transcripts finds he used the word "transition" only when referring to the transition period between administrations or men transitioning to women. Attacking transgender people was a big part of his campaign -- but that's not the same thing.
Instead, he constantly extolled the virtues of tariffs. He lauded (misleadingly) how effective they were in his first term. "If I didn't put those tariffs on, there wouldn't be one steel plant in this country open, and that's a business, right?" he told a campaign rally in Pittsburgh on Nov. 4.
(Note: A 2020 study found perhaps 1,000 jobs were created in steel production, but the increased cost of steel led to 75,000 fewer manufacturing jobs in firms where steel or aluminum are an input into production. A 2019 Federal Reserve study also concluded the 2018 tariffs reduced manufacturing jobs and raised costs.)
And he pushed back, in the presidential debate and in campaign rallies, against Vice President Kamala Harris's attack that Trump's tariffs would amount to a national sales tax.
"She said I'm going to impose a sales tax on the people," Trump told a rally in North Carolina on Nov. 3. "No, I'm going to impose a tariff on the outside world, and they're going to pay it for their privilege of coming in and robbing our jobs and robbing our companies for years and years."
He added: "The most beautiful word is the word tariff because it's going to make us so rich, and we're going to save our companies."
Right now, Americans are acting as if tariffs are a looming sales tax. A key reason the gross domestic product fell in negative territory in the first quarter is because families and businesses rushed to buy foreign-made goods before the tariffs took effect. In fact, the United States imported nearly twice as many goods as it exported in March. That widened the trade deficit -- the problem Trump says he wants to eliminate.
Trump did say that the goal of his tariffs was to persuade companies to build factories in the United States -- "the way you get rid of the tariffs is to build your plants in the United States of America," he said. But he often suggested that would happen quickly -- "they're going to be coming in here by the hundreds and by the thousands" -- even though, logically, it takes time to build a factory and hire workers.
He also promised to eliminate supply chain problems -- "We're going to bring back our supply chains to stop costly supply chain disruptions. We have tremendous disruptions," he told reporters on Aug. 15 -- even though the Biden administration had largely fixed the problem. Now experts warn that the slowdown in shipping from China might create new supply chain issues.
As far as we can tell, the first time Trump hinted that the tariffs might introduce uncertainty was on Jan. 31, 11 days after he took office, as he signed executive orders and again recalled what he considered the success of tariffs in his first term. But he acknowledged the possibility of "some temporary short-term disruption."
"I had almost no inflation, and yet I charged hundreds of billions of dollars of tariffs to countries," he said. "And think of it, I had almost no inflation and took in $600 billion of money from other countries and tariffs don't cause inflation. They cause success, they cause big success. So we're going to have great success. There could be some temporary short-term disruption and people will understand that."
(Note: Inflation was about 2 percent in his first term, and his tariffs garnered only about $75 billion, not counting $28 billion in aid to farmers -- perhaps an example of the "short-term disruption" on his mind.)
On March 6, he reiterated this point, even mentioning the potential impact on farmers.
"We had the greatest economy in history in the first administration," he told reporters. "And I think we'll do even better now. But this is something that we have to do. There will always be a little short-term interruption. I don't think it's going to be big. But, the countries and companies that have been ripping us aren't particularly happy with what I'm doing. But the United States will be very happy. And you know, our farmers are going to be very happy. And again, there'll be disruption."
(Note: Under no objective measure did Trump have the greatest economy in U.S. history. Since World War II, Harry S. Truman, Lyndon B. Johnson and Bill Clinton had much better economic records, even before the pandemic upended Trump's last year.)
On March 9, during an interview on Fox News, host Maria Bartiromo point-blank asked Trump: "Are you expecting a recession this year?"
That's when Trump finally suggested a transition period, though with an upbeat tone.
"I hate to predict things like that," he said. "There is a period of transition, because what we're doing is very big. We're bringing wealth back to America. That's a big thing. And there are always periods of -- it takes a little time. It takes a little time. But ... I think it should be great for us. I mean, I think it should be great."
A few days later, when asked again if there could be a recession, he told reporters, while pitching Tesla vehicles on the White House lawn: "I think this country is going to boom. But as I said, I can do it the easy way or the hard way. The hard way to do it is exactly what I'm doing, but the results are going to be 20 times greater."

President Donald Trump and Tesla CEO Elon Musk climbed inside one of five vehicles on display on the South Lawn of the White House on March 11.


In other words, he never mentioned disruption or a transition period while campaigning. Warnings started to creep into his statements after he became president -- but always with a sugar coating.
Asked for comment, a White House official pointed to an interview Trump gave to NBC News on Dec. 8. Trump was asked about tariffs. "Can you guarantee American families won't pay more?" Trump replied: "I can't guarantee anything. I can't guarantee tomorrow. But I can say that if you look at my -- just pre-covid, we had the greatest economy in the history of our country."
(Note: This obviously wasn't during the campaign -- but afterward. And there is no mention of a transition period, just more sugarcoating.)
During the campaign, Trump also (wrongly) insisted that tariffs would be paid by other countries and not passed onto consumers. "I have no sales tax. That's an incorrect statement," he said during the debate with Harris. "She knows that. We're doing tariffs on other countries. Other countries are going to finally, after 75 years, pay us back for all that we've done for the world."
On Wednesday, he told reporters there might be shortages and higher prices, but Americans could cope. "Maybe the children will have two dolls instead of 30 dolls, you know, and maybe the two dolls will cost a couple of bucks more than they would normally," he said.
So he now specifically admits tariffs will increase prices for consumers.
When markets fell after the glum economic report, Trump posted on social media that this was "Biden's stock market, not Trump's." He noted that he did not become president until Jan. 20.
Funny thing, when stocks kept going up during Biden's last year as president, Trump took full credit -- even though he was not yet president.
"This is the Trump stock market," Trump declared on Jan. 24, 2024. "My polls against Biden are so good that investors are projecting I will win."
The day before he took office a second time, Trump also alluded to his influence over the stock market. "I don't want to say this. It's too braggadocios, but we'll say it anyway, the Trump effect," he told a campaign rally on Jan. 19. "Since the election, the stock market has surged, and small-business optimism has soared, a record 41 points to a 39-year high. Bitcoin has shattered one record high after another."
But as soon as investors soured on his tariff policy, Trump diminished the importance of stocks as an indicator of success.
During the Bartiromo interview in March, when Trump admitted to a transition period, he also warned viewers not to pay attention to the day-to-day swings in stocks. "You can't really watch the stock market," he said. "If you look at China, they have a 100-year perspective. We have a quarter. We go by quarters."
This patient attitude would have been a surprise to anyone who paid attention to Trump's pronouncements during his first term. Day after day, he regularly took credit for stock market gains.
For instance, on Jan. 21, 2020, he said: "U.S. stock markets have soared by more than 50 percent since my election, adding more than $19 trillion to household wealth."
(Notice how he adds in the months before he took office to boost the numbers.)
On Feb. 10, 2020, he declared: "144 records on the stock market in three years, 144 records, 144 records, record stock market. And you know that means? That your 401(k)s are up 60 percent, 70 percent, 80 percent, 90 percent, 100 percent."
(Note: Trump's counts of the "records" he supposedly set were often inaccurate.)
Weeks later, the pandemic tanked the stock market, wiping out much of the gains during Trump's presidency. But he provided running commentary on stock market movements during the pandemic, even if losses were still high. "I was honored to see that the stock market -- you were mostly there with us -- set a record in a short period of time -- over a 45-minute period that we had the press conference yesterday in the Rose Garden," he said on March 14, 2020. "That was a record. All-time record."
Eventually, stocks mostly recovered, and Trump ended his term with a 69.6 percent gain in the S&P 500, an index of 500 widely traded stocks considered the best barometer of the market. That was less than the 84.5 percent gain under Barack Obama in his first term, but slightly better than the 55.3 percent under Biden.
(Note: Measuring stock market gains by presidency is a bit of fools' errand, since the results are affected by whether a president took office during hard economic times, such as Obama. Kiplinger says the best stock market performance over the last 130 years on an annual basis, not adjusted for inflation, are Calvin Coolidge, with 26.1 percent per year; Bill Clinton, 15 percent; Trump, 13.6 percent; Obama, 12.8 percent; and Biden, 11.9 percent.)
When campaigning against Hillary Clinton, Biden, and Harris, Trump repeatedly insisted that a Democratic victory would mean a stock market plunge. So far, the S&P 500 is down about 7 percent in Trump's second term -- the worst 100-day start since 1974.
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As Musk steps back, DOGE looks to Congress to finish what it started
The effort faces an uncertain future in a largely frozen Congress that has passed few bills since President Donald Trump took office in January.
By Cat Zakrzewski, Matt Viser, Emily Davies, Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2025-05-01

Elon Musk listens to President Donald Trump during a Cabinet meeting at the White House on March 24. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Elon Musk arrived at the White House prepared to take a chain saw to the federal government, promising to slash $2 trillion in spending.
A little more than 100 days later, the world's richest man is retreating from Washington far short of that goal after an often painful education in the mechanics of the U.S. government.
As Musk prepares to return to his private companies in coming weeks, he and his allies are increasingly pressing for Congress to take up the mantle of their government cost-cutting. But that effort faces an uncertain future in a largely frozen Congress that has passed few bills since President Donald Trump took office in January.
In a meeting with reporters Wednesday, Musk boasted about the U.S. DOGE Service's success but appeared sober about its future. He estimated the project will save $160 billion in fiscal year 2026, but that tally lacks many specific details. Musk said those savings are "pretty good," even though it was only a fraction of his initial promise, which he said would take a long road to reach.
"How much pain is the Cabinet and this Congress willing to take?" he said to reporters in the Roosevelt Room. "Because it can be done, but it requires dealing with a lot of complaints."
Musk said he is planning to meet in the next week with lawmakers in the DOGE caucuses from the House and Senate, underscoring how his attention has, in part, shifted to finding ways to codify the many cuts and changes he has tried to make to the federal bureaucracy.
David Sacks, a close friend of Musk and the White House's AI and crypto czar, said it is now up to Washington politicians to act on Musk's findings.
"At the end of the day, in order to capture the savings here, we do need those appropriations eliminated from the budget," Sacks said on an episode of the "All In" podcast that aired Saturday. "It's not up to DOGE to do that. It's up to these old bulls in Congress who control the appropriations process."
States, labor unions, local governments and nonprofit organizations have launched a legal blitzkrieg against many of the Trump administration's efforts to cut the scale and size of the federal workforce, arguing that Congress needs to approve these actions. DOGE's strategy has also always involved seeking favorable decisions in the courts that could allow the agency to have lasting influence, while bypassing Congress's role in setting federal spending, said two people familiar with the development of the initiative, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail the private discussions.
After early losses in some of those cases, DOGE is also seeking an enduring impact through Congress, which controls the federal budget and has traditionally been involved in government cost-cutting efforts. Musk on Wednesday said DOGE has made "more progress" than any initiative since the Clinton administration, which ran a years-long process to reduce government waste in part through signing bipartisan congressional legislation into law. Multiple judges have restrained DOGE's efforts to withhold government funds and dismantle agencies, with some finding that DOGE is violating the Constitution.
Musk's move to spend less time in Washington leaves a vacuum atop DOGE -- which stands for the Department of Government Efficiency -- even though he's not technically its director, as no other figure at the office wields the same social media bully pulpit or access to Trump. Musk is expected to remain very involved in DOGE from afar, but he did not explicitly say who would take the reins as he scales back his day-to-day work. Musk has key allies in the White House who could continue to support his initiative, including White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller.
"Is Buddha needed for Buddhism?" Musk said when pressed on the plans for his succession. "Was it not stronger after he passed away?"
At the Hill and Valley Forum, a conference focused on connecting Silicon Valley and Washington, Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) said Wednesday that Congress needed to act to ensure the changes DOGE has made aren't overturned amid political changes in Washington. Ernst, the chair of the Senate DOGE caucus, has introduced several bills aligned with DOGE initiatives, such as updating the Treasury Department's payment system. Still, she acknowledged the nascent caucus was entirely composed of Republicans.
"We do have some Democrats that operate around the fringes," she said. "They just don't want their names associated with DOGE right now."
A Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll this week found that Americans have mixed views on whether the Trump administration is actually limiting government spending, and Americans increasingly disapprove of Musk. The poll found that 35 percent of Americans approve of the way Musk is handling his job in the Trump administration, while 57 percent disapprove.
Many Democrats have used Musk as a foil in their efforts to criticize the Trump administration. But Musk continues to have allies in the Republican Party, even as some lawmakers raise concerns about cuts that could negatively impact their states. Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) said he would give Musk's effort an A-plus.
"He's a rock star," said Kennedy, who supports passing legislation that would formalize the cuts that DOGE has made so far. "He has changed the conversation in Washington."
While much of the initial focus of DOGE has been on cutting government programs, the project was also intended to modernize government technology systems.
"With DOGE, it's either the most mundane systems stuff or they're deleting entire agencies," said Sam Hammond, the chief economist at the Foundation for American Innovation, a group that has made recommendations to DOGE. "My hope is it snaps back to more of the former going forward."
A senior White House official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to detail private plans, said there are discussions underway about ways that DOGE can "streamline" inefficient government systems, including conversations with large companies such as Amazon and Microsoft.
"There are some departments who have used different software, and it's not compatible with another department within the same agency," the person said, explaining that DOGE is working on ensuring different government databases are working together.
Musk on Wednesday acknowledged that the time he spent at DOGE has come with some personal costs. His electric-vehicle company Tesla in April reported a stunning 71 percent plunge in profits compared with the first quarter of 2024. Musk said that his experience in the government has been fun about 60 or 70 percent of the time, noting that he does not like to see people protesting his moves at DOGE by burning Tesla vehicles.
At Wednesday's Cabinet meeting, Cabinet members clapped for the billionaire as Trump acknowledged the contributions Musk made in the first 100 days of the administration. Musk tinkered with his baseball hats during the meeting, stacking his "Gulf of America" hat on top of a DOGE hat.
"Mr. President, they say I wear a lot of hats," he said. "Even my hat has a hat."
Going forward, some allies expect Musk to adopt similar tactics at DOGE that he has to running his other businesses.
"The thing that makes Elon uniquely successful is not being a great manager of a complex system," but rather that he delegates minutiae to focus on the bigger picture, said a person who has helped craft DOGE's strategy. "And he can continue to do that from afar," the person said.
Over at the Hill and Valley conference in the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, attendees were optimistic about DOGE's performance, arguing that entrenched government systems needed to be broken up with a radical program.
"It's a forcing function for people to look to do things in a different way," said Randy Hayes, vice president of public sector for the AI company Vast. "Things need to be broken up." He added that he felt empathy for many people who had lost their jobs.
Some saw the changing landscape in Washington as an opportunity for tech companies to expand contracting beyond the space and defense industries.
"It feels like it's sort of a new topic for the government to be thinking about more basic technologies and the way that they should be looking to commercial industry," said Delian Asparouhov, a co-founder of the conference and a partner at Founders Fund, a venture capital firm linked to Peter Thiel.
But some told The Washington Post they thought DOGE's record was mixed. Few wanted to speak publicly about it.
Faiz Siddiqui contributed to this report.
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Trump ran on boosting prosperity. Now, economic uncertainty grows.
The messaging strategy does not appear to be working for a president whom voters returned to the White House largely to address economic concerns. 
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Michael Birnbaum, Rachel Siegel | 2025-05-01

President Donald Trump attends at a rally held to celebrate his 100 days in office in Warren, Michigan, on Tuesday. (Dieu-Nalio Chery/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


At a Tuesday night rally in Michigan, President Donald Trump, flanked by signs that read "a golden age," bragged about his economic policies of the last three months. They will usher in an era of prosperity, he said, that "you won't even believe."
"We will end inflation, slash prices ... raise wages, and give you the greatest economy in the history of the world," he boasted.
By Wednesday morning, new data showed the first deceleration of the U.S. economy in three years, and analysts said the country was inching closer to a recession -- a contraction, they said, that was the direct result of Trump's imposition of tariffs on foreign imports.
Trump has spent this week claiming that his first 100 days have brought unparalleled economic opportunity in the face of clear data to the contrary. It is not a new strategy for a president who has publicly espoused the mantra of never admitting defeat.
In the current moment, that strategy does not appear to be working for a president whom voters returned to the White House largely to address economic concerns, but whose first three months in office have been defined by economic uncertainty, stock market turbulence and deepening anxiety among business owners, investors and everyday Americans.
The fallout threatens Trump's political capital, his agenda and the electoral prospects for Republicans in the 2026 midterms.
Trump's economic approval rating is 39 percent positive and 61 percent negative, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll published last week. That compares with 45 percent positive and 53 percent negative only two months ago, before the president had announced most of his tariffs on nations around the world.
Notably, that approval rating on the economy is only two points better than Joe Biden's 37 percent roughly a year ago.
And it will probably get worse, experts said.
In the three weeks since the tariffs took effect, container ship bookings from China to the U.S. are down by more than 60 percent, Ryan Petersen, founder and CEO of Flexport, a global shipping company, told The Washington Post. Cargo carriers that bring Asian goods to the Port of Los Angeles, the nation's main Pacific gateway, have canceled 20 port calls next month, more than three times as many as last month, according to port data.

In an aerial view, shipping containers are stacked at the Port of Oakland on Monday in California. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


"Damage has been done" that is likely to continue to hurt the economy, said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG.
"Some of the disruptions are already in place even if you were to turn tariffs off tomorrow," Swonk said. Thinking back to the pandemic and supply-chain snarls that lasted years, Swonk said: "We learn the hard way that things are easier to close down than they are to ramp up."
In addition, inflation is widely expected to rise again. The Federal Reserve, which is charged with keeping prices in check, had managed to wrestle price growth down to normal levels. But now officials are warning that the trade war will probably undo some of that progress and keep officials from lowering interest rates soon. At the same time, the Fed is cautioning that it could end up in a bind, with the economy slowing too much but inflation on the rise. (Normally, slower growth would push the Fed to boost the economy by lowering rates. Rising inflation, though, is combated with higher rates.)
Households and businesses are under a cloud, too. March survey data from the New York Fed showed that households think inflation will rise in the short term, their income growth will slow, and their financial situations and credit access will decline. Home builders, after cheering Trump's return, are pessimistic about the future as tariffs add thousands of dollars to their construction costs and immigration crackdowns weigh on their ability to hire.
The job market has so far chugged along, with employees hiring more than expected in March, and the unemployment rate staying at a healthy 4.2 percent. But drastic cuts to the federal workforce could start to ricochet through the economy as buyout packages phase out, contractors get cut loose and grantees nationwide lose funding.
Confidence in the stability of U.S. policymaking has long been an advantage that kept borrowing costs lower than for other countries. But a host of warning indicators suggests that premium is waning. The dollar is losing value against other currencies. Investors are selling off U.S. bonds amid worries they won't get repaid. If the damage becomes broader, voters may eventually punish Republicans the same way they punished Biden.
Trump, who has argued that American industries suffer from international trade agreements, imposed what the White House labeled "reciprocal" tariffs on 75 countries this month. Amid the economic shock waves and signs of an escalating trade war that followed, Trump largely reversed course, though he is still standing by a historic tariff of 10 percent for most imports, along with levies on Chinese goods that stand at 145 percent. China has vowed to "fight to the end" and raised tariffs on U.S. imports to 125 percent, and there have already been economic aftereffects of the trade war.
Trump recently began to acknowledge the potential for economic pain. At a Cabinet meeting Wednesday, he said: "Maybe the children will have two dolls instead of 30 dolls, and maybe the two dolls will cost a couple of bucks more than they would normally."
But mostly, Trump and his administration have sought to pin the dismal economic figures on Biden -- and claimed that his policies are laying the groundwork for strong economic growth in the future.
"I'm just saying that we inherited a mess," Trump said at the Cabinet meeting. "It says how bad a situation we inherited. We came in on January 20. This is Biden. And you can even say the next quarter is sort of Biden, because it doesn't really happen on a daily or hourly basis."
At times, the administration's language has veered toward the surreal. Trump's press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, like Trump, blamed Biden's "economic disaster" for the current numbers in a statement issued shortly before the Cabinet meeting Wednesday. But Leavitt in other ways declined to acknowledge the current economic reality -- or the possibility, if past is prologue, that the public will blame Trump for it.
"The underlying numbers tell the real story of the strong momentum President Trump is delivering," Leavitt said. "Robust core GDP, the highest gross domestic investment in four years, job growth, and trillions of dollars in new investments secured by President Trump are fueling an economic boom and setting the stage for unprecedented growth as President Trump ushers in the new Golden Age."
Trump won a second term largely with the argument that Biden's post-pandemic policies sparked runaway inflation -- and that a ruling class of elected elites was blind to the needs of normal Americans. Trump offered himself as a fast-acting remedy, pledging palliative economic effects as soon as he took office.
In fact, the economic landscape Trump inherited was relatively rosy, many experts said, outpacing most other wealthy nations.
"We came into the year performing very well. GDP growth was strong, very different than what we've got today. Job growth was healthy. Unemployment was four percent, and it's been there for three, four years," said Mark Zandi, the chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "We had other countries in the world trying to figure out how to be like the U.S."
Now the economy is paralyzed by uncertainty, unsettling consumers and businesses as Trump enacts policies, then reverses them.
"It's caused everyone to sit on their hands," Zandi said, "not knowing what to do because they just don't know what the rules of the road are."
Former U.S. House speaker Newt Gingrich, a Trump adviser, said the president still has time to course correct, particularly if the positive impact of the tariffs and other policies begin to take effect. If that happens, and if Congress is able to pass a bill that lowers taxes and helps to improve the economy by summer, most Americans could see their financial circumstances improved.
"There's only one question that's going to matter in the 2026 election: Is it working? If [voters] think it is working, Republicans are going to win. But it's going to be choppy and confusing for a while," Gingrich said.
Trump, for his part, has gone from saying that positive effects of his policies would be evident on Day One to encouraging patience until the end of his second term.
"We've stemmed the tide," he said Wednesday. "We've turned it around. But hopefully we're going to really turn it around over the next three years. Hopefully, we've turned it around to the point where it can't be destroyed."
Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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Trump wants voters to prove citizenship. Arizona tried that and bungled it.
The state requires voters to prove their citizenship. An error led to chaos, suspicion and confusion, signaling broader challenges for Republican-led efforts across the country.
By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley | 2025-05-01

Voters wait in line outside a polling station in Phoenix on Election Day 2023. (Anna Watts/For The Washington Post)


PHOENIX -- For 30 years, no one questioned Danny Dobosz's citizenship when the lifelong Republican cast his ballot.
So when a letter arrived from a local election official last month asking him to send back a copy of his birth certificate to prove he was an American citizen who was eligible to vote, he tossed it in the trash at his home in Yuma, Arizona. Dobosz, an ardent supporter of President Donald Trump who was born in New Mexico, said he had "no real ambition" to verify his legal status to anyone -- even if his ability to vote is jeopardized.
"It's their duty to prove I'm not," said the 48-year-old owner of a water-softening business.
"I know I'm a citizen. I pay my taxes," he said. "Obviously we're citizens -- it's on their end to fix it, not our end."
If Dobosz and about 200,000 other Arizona voters don't provide citizenship documentation, they will not get to vote in next year's race for governor. State officials last year discovered they had failed to keep records confirming whether about 4 percent of the state's 4.4 million registered voters were citizens, and they've been hustling to fix the problem ever since. They have set off on a scramble that has prompted incredulity, hostility and suspicion from longtime voters like Dobosz who are now learning they are among those caught in the state-caused voter registration blunder.
Trump and Republicans, who have claimed without proof that large numbers of noncitizens are illegally casting ballots, are pushing for similar policies nationally. It is already illegal for noncitizens to vote in federal elections, and the glitches with Arizona's registration system illustrate the risks of enacting policies that may keep eligible voters from participating in the democratic process.

The border fence stands between the United States and Mexico on Oct. 11, 2024, in San Luis, Arizona. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The unfolding situation here in Arizona foretells the challenges GOP-led efforts in other states could soon face and shows the perils of a broader push by Trump and other Republicans to tighten regulations that force voters to demonstrate they are citizens.
Three states in recent years -- New Hampshire, Louisiana and Wyoming -- have adopted proof-of-citizenship laws, and others plan to join their ranks this year. The U.S. House recently passed legislation that would extend documentary proof of citizenship requirements to all states, but its prospects in the Senate are unclear.
Trump, meanwhile, signed an executive order in March aimed at requiring people to provide citizenship documents when they register to vote. A federal judge blocked part of his order last week while she considers legal challenges to it.
Most states have people sign statements declaring they are citizens when they register to vote, but Arizona requires them to submit documents proving they are citizens. Last fall, election officials discovered they had erroneously classified about 200,000 voters as having proved their citizenship even though there was no record that they had.
These longtime voters got their initial driver's licenses decades ago, before a state law went into effect requiring residents to provide citizenship documents when they applied for licenses. State computer systems wrongly tagged them as having shown that information when they got replacement licenses.
Now, local election officials are asking a skeptical public to prove their citizenship to continue voting in all races on the ballot. Republicans are more affected because of the party's registration advantage in the battleground state. The inaccuracies in the records were unknown to ordinary voters, including more than a dozen who spoke to The Washington Post about their experiences.
Many thought they were being contacted by mistake. To some, the letters from election officials appeared to be a scam to obtain sensitive records and came amid a bewildering barrage of actions from Trump's administration that included attempting to access private Social Security data. Others said they suspected government officials or political operatives were seeking retribution against those of the opposing party.
They said they supported ensuring that only citizens vote but most felt inconvenienced by the policy.
"It's a little annoying," said Tiffany, a Yuma Republican who said she voted for Trump and spoke on the condition that her full name not be used for privacy reasons. "There's so much fighting between the Republicans and the Democrats, now we're having to jump through hoops to vote."
Joseph Preciado, a Republican from southern Arizona who declined to say whom he voted for last year, appreciates the scrutiny. He said he would find time to present his records to officials in person since he doesn't trust the mail.
"Jus sanguinis and jus soli," he said, invoking the Latin phrases referring to citizenship through ancestry or place of birth.
Secretary of State Adrian Fontes (D) has said state officials acted quickly once they learned of the problem, which was decades in the making. He and other officials attributed the problem in part to a lack of investment in state computer systems. Fontes and Gov. Katie Hobbs (D), who oversees the state's Motor Vehicle Division, have said they will ensure similar problems don't surface again.
The White House said states should make it easy for voters to provide citizenship proof but should not abandon such requirements.

President Donald Trump shows off a signed executive order on March 25 requiring people to provide documents proving they are citizens when they register to vote. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


Only citizens are allowed to vote in federal and state elections, and voting or attempting to vote by noncitizens is rare. In recent years, Republicans have argued there aren't enough checks to ensure voters are citizens, and they have embraced requiring voters to show birth certificates or other documents proving citizenship when they register to vote.
In most places, voters sign statements declaring they are citizens when they register. Noncitizens who falsely sign those statements can face criminal charges and deportation for falsely signing that paperwork -- deterrents that election experts cite as keeping voting by noncitizens to a minimum.
Arizona goes further than most states. In 2004, voters adopted a ballot measure requiring residents to prove they are citizens when they register to vote. After years of legal fights, the Supreme Court in 2013 ruled the state could not require voters to provide proof of citizenship in federal elections under the National Voter Registration Act.
In response to the ruling, state officials set up a bifurcated voter registration system to require proof of citizenship to vote in state and local elections, but not federal ones.
When election officials learned last fall that they had no record that a swath of longtime voters had provided proof of citizenship, they turned to the state Supreme Court. The court allowed the voters to cast ballots in November because there was too little time to update voter registrations. After the election, local officials developed plans to alert the 200,000 voters they needed to update their registrations if they want to vote in all races.
As Republicans in more states consider adopting registration laws like Arizona's, they may find the policy dampens GOP turnout more than Democratic turnout, said Walter Olson, a senior fellow at the conservative Cato Institute.
Wealthier and better-educated voters are more likely to have easy access to citizenship documents and more likely to be resolute about voting, he said.
"I think the Democrats may have some pleasant surprises ahead, because they've lately been doing better with those groups of voters," he said. "And the Republicans have seen their base move toward people who are not as committed to the voting process."
Democrats don't see it that way. In court, they argued the citizenship requirement in Trump's executive order would subject low-income voters aligned with the Democrats to onerous reviews that would inhibit their ability to vote.
Joshua Douglas, a University of Kentucky professor of election law, called proof-of-citizenship laws "the next big litigation battle" over voting but said it's too soon to know how they could affect turnout or each party.
"If it's implemented in a stringent way, I think it's going to hit a lot of voters that will be surprised," he said.

A Yuma County ballot drop box stands outside the San Luis Library on Oct. 10, 2024. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


In Yuma County, a heavily Republican area along the border with Mexico, voters of all stripes said they had misgivings about mailing personal documents to County Recorder David Lara, a Republican who took office this year and helped inspire a widely debunked film that alleged the 2020 election was fraudulently stolen from Trump.
"He's an election denier," said Allison Engler, an independent voter who said she voted for Trump.
"Who knows what he's going to do with those records?" she recalled asking friends after she got the letter. "We were thinking he's probably going after independents and Democrats."
Engler's letter landed in her mailbox a day after Trump signed his executive order attempting to require new voters to prove citizenship. She at first thought the letter from the county was tied to Trump's efforts and was put off by the letter's faded ink and confusing jargon. "It looked so janky," she said. "It just went back in my pile of stuff."
Days later, she concluded it was legitimate but then faced another problem: She didn't have immediate access to her birth certificate, and a health condition prevented her from going to her storage unit to rummage through boxes to find it.
"I have to cajole somebody else to go with me," Engler said.
Lara said his office has been inundated with calls from angry constituents.
"Some, they're veterans and now they're upset because why do they have to prove their citizenship when they went to war to protect their country and are citizens?" Lara said. Other people have called his office wrongly accusing "Republicans of pulling this out of thin air," he said.
"Right now, I'm on my way to my office because there's a man, 75 years old, who is really angry," Lara said. "I've got to go back and deal with him and explain: We didn't cause this problem."
Lara declined to say how many of the estimated 5,000 people he sent letters to have proved citizenship.

Yuma County Recorder David Lara (R). (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Candice Orduno-Crouse, a Yuma attorney and Democrat born and raised in Arizona, received a letter last month. It frightened her.
"It just all became very suspect," she said. "I cried. You hear these stories of people being purged from voter rolls or being questioned about their citizenship. I probably shouldn't have been so naive but I didn't think it would happen to me."
She worried election officials would not accept a credit-card-size birth certificate issued decades ago, so she paid $50 to get a modern version. Instead of showing the certificate to Lara -- whom she does not trust -- she provided it to state officials.
In ruby-red Mohave County, hundreds of voters have called to complain about the letters, County Recorder Lydia Durst (R) said. Older voters have told staff they do not have their records. "They're like, 'I don't have that,' or 'It's going to cost me a lot of money,'" she said.
In Coconino County, a Democratic area north of Phoenix with many Native American residents, Recorder Aubrey Sonderegger (D) said most voters are being civil about the situation. But the process is drawing an avalanche of visits and calls from agitated constituents from both sides of the political spectrum.
Maricopa County -- home to Phoenix and most of the state's voters -- plans to send notifications to affected people after local elections in May, said Sam Stone, a top aide to the Republican county recorder. Those who do not prove citizenship status will be classified as "federal only" voters, he said, until they demonstrate their status.
Georgia Valdez, 67, has been struggling to figure out how to get a copy of her naturalization papers since getting a letter from the Yuma County recorder last month. She came to the United States from Mexico when she was about 2, was naturalized when she was in 8th grade and said she has voted for decades.
"I've never had trouble. No one's ever asked for them," she said of her naturalization papers. "And it's just exasperating."
Valdez, a retired nurse who voted for Kamala Harris last year, said she doesn't have copies of her naturalization papers and doesn't have the money to replace them. She said she has rheumatoid arthritis, which limits her mobility and has made it harder for her to get her papers, so she sought help from a Phoenix-based Latino rights group. But she has gotten no response so far.
"It's a big difficulty for me," she said.
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Haagen-Dazs and Buddha: Elon Musk waxes philosophical on his time with Trump
Musk reflected on what it has been like at the center of the U.S. DOGE Service. At times, the man running the show wondered aloud how the show even started.
By Matt Viser | 2025-05-01

Tech billionaire Elon Musk attends a Cabinet meeting Wednesday at the White House. (Yuri Gripas/For The Washington Post)


Elon Musk sat down in the Roosevelt Room late Wednesday afternoon with a gathering of journalists and, chuckling at something on his iPhone, asked if anyone had any good jokes.
Over an hour, he revealed that, during his 100 days working with the Trump administration, he had slept more than once in the Lincoln Bedroom. He had eaten a tub full of caramel Haagen-Dazs ice cream. He also compared himself to the Buddha.
He was a rare man, in rare form.
In the opening burst of activity during President Donald Trump's second term, few people have played a more central or high-profile role than Musk, the billionaire businessman who has led the president's effort to remake the vast federal bureaucracy and seemed to always be at his side.
He has been vilified by opponents. He has been parodied on "Saturday Night Live." He has clashed with members of the Cabinet. And Americans have grown increasingly critical of his role in the Trump administration.
But as Musk's role begins to fade -- he has said he is going to be spending much less time in Washington and more time running his companies -- he reflected on what it's been like these past 100 days. At times, he projected a can-you-believe-this attitude. He said he is still a little unsure his ideas will come to fruition. And at moments he appeared as though he couldn't believe he's here in the first place -- the man running the show wondering aloud how the show even started.
"It is funny that we've got DOGE. Doesn't the absurdity of that seem like a weird simulation? It was a memecoin at one point," he said.
"How did we get here?" he added. "Doesn't it seem absurd?"
Several times, Musk referred to his efforts with religious fervor -- "DOGE is a way of life. Like Buddhism" -- and he recalled being struck by the similarities between his efforts and those undertaken by former president Bill Clinton and former vice president Al Gore.
"We're basically Democrats from the 1990s who got teleported into 2025," he said.
Musk recalled the blizzard-like pace of activity that has marked the past three months, during which his team infiltrated various federal agencies and gained control of their systems, consolidating data in ways it sought to use to find government waste. The effort has attracted lawsuits seeking to block the U.S. DOGE Service's access to private data, concerns about potential conflicts of interest for Musk and others, and criticism over the treatment of federal employees.
It has also soured public opinion on Musk, with 57 percent disapproving of his performance in a late-April Post-ABC poll, up from 49 percent in February.
"Things have been very intense," Musk said. "It's a start-up, effectively."
Asked where he slept, he said he spent some nights inside the White House residence -- evenings that, by his telling, unfolded like boyhood friends spontaneously inviting one another over for a sleepover.
"The president is -- I guess we're good friends," Musk said. "And we'll be on Air Force One or Marine One. And then he's like, 'Hey, do you want to stay over?' I'm like, 'Sure.'"
He emphasized that the Lincoln Bedroom was something Trump offered, not something he requested. Trump gave him a tour and talked about the history of the room -- and then provided it for him.
But the presidential hosting duties didn't stop.
"He'll actually call, like, late at night and say, 'Oh, by the way, make sure you get some ice cream from the kitchen,'" Musk said.
He obliged, he said. He proceeded to empty the entire container.
"It was epic. I mean, don't tell RFK," he said, in reference to Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., letting out several bursts of laughter. "This stuff is amazing. I ate a whole tub of it, added three pounds in one night."
He declined to say how many nights he stayed over, but he offered that it was "more than once."
Musk said he is pleased with the $160 billion in estimated savings that DOGE -- the Department of Government Efficiency, though it is not a Cabinet-level agency -- claims to have achieved, and he says it is still "possible" to get to $1 trillion.
"It's a long road to go. It's really difficult. But our rate of savings per day is pretty good," he said. "It's sort of, how much pain is the Cabinet and this Congress willing to take? It can be done, but it requires dealing with a lot of complaints. And the fraudsters complain the loudest."
He said his team has found instances of fraud and turned over cases to the Justice Department. He also said it has unearthed widespread fraudulent use of Social Security numbers, although many of the biggest examples cited in the past have been found to be overblown or inaccurate.
"There are definitely fraud rings operating, but in order to break it up, it's basically like mafia," he said. "You work your way up the chain until you get the mafia boss."
But cutting funding, Musk said, has proved difficult. He has faced opposition from members of the Cabinet protecting their agencies and members of Congress speaking out for their constituents.
"There's an intense set of interests in the vast federal bureaucracy that wants to keep things as they were before," he said. "In order to change that, it's like changing the direction of a fleet of supertankers."
He's planning now to phase out his time in Washington.
"It's like 60 percent fun, 70 percent fun. Depends on the week," he said. "Being attacked relentlessly is not super fun. Seeing cars burning is not fun."
Previously, he was spending almost every day working on DOGE but now plans to spend an average of one or two days per week, perhaps traveling to Washington every other week.
"The amount of time that it's necessary for me to spend here is much less," he said. "And I can return to primarily running my companies, which do need me."
Musk said he would keep his West Wing office, which he said is small and where, from time to time, he has played video games including Diablo and "Pathfinder" on a large computer monitor.
"It has a view of nothing. It has a window, but all you see is the HVAC unit," he said. "Which is fine. It's harder to shoot me there ... there's not a good line of sight. I like my comically tiny office upstairs."
He said about 100 employees work on DOGE, and it's unclear how many will continue. He believes the effort can continue without him running it, possibly for the duration of Trump's second term.
Asked who would lead it when he fades, he demurred.
"Is Buddha needed for Buddhism?" he said. "Was it not stronger after he passed away?"
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Kamala Harris condemns Trump's 'reckless' policies and 'unconstitutional demands'
In her first major speech since leaving the White House, Harris urged supporters to fight what she called Trump's efforts to stoke fear and "punish truth tellers."
By Maeve Reston | 2025-05-01

Former vice president Kamala Harris urged supporters April 30 to fight what she called President Donald Trump's efforts to stoke fear.


SAN FRANCISCO -- Former vice president Kamala Harris marked President Donald Trump's first 100 days in office by condemning his "reckless" tariffs, "unconstitutional demands" and efforts to stoke a climate of fear to silence his dissenters.
Speaking at the annual gala for Emerge -- a group that recruits and trains women to run for office -- Harris used her first major address since leaving the White House to urge her supporters to speak out and fight back against what she cast as the Trump administration's efforts to roll back decades of progress.
She accused Trump of breaking his campaign promise to lower costs. Instead, Harris said, the president is hurting working families and paralyzing American businesses with his "reckless tariffs."
But the former California attorney general placed the greatest emphasis on how spreading courage could dispel the climate of fear that she said Trump has tried to create in Washington.
"We all know, President Trump, his administration and their allies are counting on the notion that fear can be contagious," Harris said. "They are counting on the notion that, if they can make some people afraid, it will have a chilling effect on others. ... But what they've overlooked is that fear isn't the only thing that's contagious. Courage is contagious."
Harris is returning to the public stage at a moment of deep anger and frustration within the Democratic Party, nearly six months after her loss to Trump. At huge rallies across the country, Democrats have fulminated about their leaders' inability to do more to slow Trump's agenda, including his mass deportation efforts.
In her speech, Harris pointed out some of the Trump administration's most controversial actions, including how it swept up hundreds of people it alleged to be gang members and shipped some of them to a foreign country without due process.
She praised Americans "who are speaking out to say, 'It's not okay to violate court orders. ... Not okay to detain and disappear American citizens or anyone without due process.'" She said she was also inspired by judges who "uphold the rule of law in the face of those who would jail them" and universities "that defy unconstitutional demands."
While Trump's critics have described his agenda as creating chaos, Harris said her supporters should not be "duped into thinking" that. She described Trump's tactics as a "high-velocity event" that is being used to "slash public education" and shrink government before privatizing its services.
What is happening under Trump, Harris said, is the implementation of a decades-long agenda on the right that is a "narrow, self-serving vision of America where they punish truth tellers, favor loyalists, cash in on their power, and leave everyone to fend for themselves."
Since returning to her home state of California, Harris has kept a low profile as intrigue swirls around whether she will run for governor in 2026 to succeed Gavin Newsom (D), who is term-limited.
Though she set a deadline of mid- to late summer to make that decision, it has been complicated by her desire to keep the door open to another run for president and to explore other paths outside elected office, according to interviews with former aides, allies and friends.
Harris's defeat in November cast her political career into uncertainty. Some Democrats are ready to turn the page on the Biden era and a disappointing 2024 election, looking to a new crop of potential White House hopefuls. But she remains popular in her home state and would probably vault to the top of the field of candidates running for governor if she entered the race.
Harris helped inspire the formation of Emerge in her 2002 run for district attorney of San Francisco against an entrenched incumbent. The obstacles she faced in that first campaign shaped some of the training programs and curriculums that Emerge has developed to guide female candidates through the challenges they face in building fundraising networks, hiring staff and running their campaigns.
A'shanti F. Gholar, president of Emerge, said the group has been seeing "the Kamala effect" since November of more women stepping up to run for office. At the president's 100-day mark, Gholar said, Harris was well-positioned to deliver a rebuttal to Trump and urge a room of aspiring leaders and their supporters to stay engaged.
"Because we know that really making us exhausted and disillusioned and feeling that there is nothing we can do is part of the game plan," Gholar said. "That's how authoritarianism works. That's how dictatorships work. They really just want people to be so exhausted that they don't stand up and fight."
Harris addressed some of those themes and urged her listeners to show courage during her recent remarks to prominent Black female leaders and business owners at the Leading Women Defined Summit in Dana Point, California.
In those remarks, she said was dismayed that she was "seeing organizations stay quiet. We are seeing those who are capitulating to clearly unconstitutional threats."
The former vice president spoke at the Dana Point event after news broke that Willkie Farr & Gallagher -- the law firm where her husband, Doug Emhoff, is a partner -- had struck a deal with Trump despite Emhoff's objections. In late February and March, Trump began using executive orders to target several law firms that had represented clients whom he considers his adversaries. He issued directives that barred them from government contracts and access to public buildings. On April 1, the president announced that Emhoff's firm had reached a deal to avoid those kinds of punitive actions.
Emhoff said publicly several days after Trump's announcement that he had argued against the arrangement. "I wanted them to fight a patently unconstitutional potential executive order. Patently unconstitutional," Emhoff said in remarks to Bet Tzedek, a nonprofit organization that provides free legal services.
Trump revived criticism of Harris on Wednesday. In a social media post Wednesday, Trump bashed Harris for giving a "disastrous answer" during a "60 Minutes" interview before the 2024 election. Trump sued the show over how it edited the interview, sparking a legal fight that continues to roil CBS.
While closely tracking the Trump administration's actions in Washington, Harris has been thinking about how she will shape her own political organization to build on the ideas from her presidential campaign and her legal career. She and her team have also been exploring the formation of a policy institution, either on its own or connected to an academic institution such as Howard University, her alma mater, or Stanford University. But those talks have been informal and preliminary.
Harris did not address her potential run for governor on Wednesday night, but her shadow has shaped the early months of the race.
The Democratic field is already large and includes some of her allies, such as Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis and former congresswoman Katie Porter, who previously represented a swing district in Orange County. Both Porter and Kounalakis attended the Emerge dinner in San Francisco Wednesday night.
Initially, it seemed as though Harris's entrance would clear the field, but that is no longer certain. Candidates including former health secretary Xavier Becerra and former Los Angeles mayor Antonio Villaraigosa are likely to stay in the race if she enters, according to several people with knowledge of their thinking.
Rufus Gifford, finance chair of Harris's 2024 presidential campaign, said that while some of Harris's donors are eager to see her run for governor, she also has an important role to play now, at a time when the Democratic brand "couldn't be any worse."
"Whether you are Barack Obama, Bill Clinton, Joe Biden or Kamala Harris, now is not the time to sit on the sidelines and not share and not speak your mind. I think the time is now to speak out," Gifford said. The majority of her supporters, he added, would "welcome her running for governor, doing that work in the state -- being back on the national stage."
Harris left office and returned to her home state as Los Angeles was reeling from wind-driven wildfires in January. Minutes after stepping off the plane from Trump's inauguration, Harris headed to a World Central Kitchen outpost near Altadena to thank volunteers who were handing out dinners and to talk with residents who had been affected by the fires -- offering words of encouragement out of earshot of news cameras. Before driving to her home in the Brentwood neighborhood, she stopped to thank the firefighters and support staff at L.A. County Station 12, which had been the first to respond to the Eaton Fire northeast of Los Angeles.
She later toured the fire damage with Los Angeles County Supervisor Lindsey Horvath, who represents a large swath of L.A.'s west side, as well as heavily impacted areas such as Malibu. And she and Emhoff attended the FireAid benefit concert that raised an estimated $100 million for people affected by the fires.
More recently, Harris has enjoyed the chance to reconnect with friends and entertain with Emhoff at the four-bedroom, 3,505-square-foot Brentwood property he bought in 2012. Former aides and allies frequently resisted questions about her next political moves by joking about how much she has been cooking.
The couple were spotted soon after their return having dinner with friends at Craig's in West Hollywood, the same spot where they went on their first date. She was tracked by the paparazzi on a run to the grocery store.
As she and Emhoff contemplated a life split between New York and Los Angeles, her fans chronicled some of their New York outings on social media. They made several appearances on Broadway, including when they took in "A Wonderful World: The Louis Armstrong Musical" and visited with the cast and crew after the show.
Emhoff has shared brief glimpses of their public outings on his Instagram account, including a hike last weekend. The couple have been able to have a degree of privacy at the Hillcrest Country Club, a historically Jewish private club where Emhoff has long been a member. On Easter, Harris and Emhoff attended services at Faithful Central Bible Church in Inglewood, a predominantly Black city in southwest Los Angeles County, with her niece Meena Harris and her grandnieces.
Though she chose until now not to weigh in publicly on the daily political debates raging around the Trump White House, Harris has frequently offered to serve as a private sounding board for fellow Democrats. Those have included potential candidates seeking her advice, as well as the next generation of leaders trying to shape the party.
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Former Rep. Bob Filner, San Diego mayor embroiled in scandal, dies at 82
The 10-term congressman resigned as San Diego mayor in 2013 amid a torrent of sexual misconduct allegations.
By Emily Langer | 2025-05-01

Bob Filner, a former congressman and San Diego mayor, appears in court in 2013. (John Gastaldo/AP)


Bob Filner, a California Democrat who served 10 terms in Congress and then won election in 2012 as mayor of San Diego, a post he held for less than a year before resigning amid a torrent of sexual misconduct accusations, died April 20 at a hospital in Costa Mesa, California. He was 82.
His daughter, Erin Filner, confirmed his death but did not cite a cause.
Dr. Filner -- he taught history at San Diego State University for more than two decades -- ventured first into local politics before he was elected to Congress in 1992. Described by the Almanac of American Politics as "one of the most liberal members of the House," he was steeped in the tradition of activism.
As a student at Cornell University in 1961, Dr. Filner participated in the Freedom Rides organized to challenge segregation in interstate transit during the civil rights movement. He spent two months in jail in Mississippi and, years later, posted his mug shot on his congressional website.
In Washington, Dr. Filner was an early member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus and chaired the Veterans' Affairs Committee from 2007 to 2011. In 2008, he helped win passage of an updated GI Bill providing educational and other benefits to military service members and veterans.
The following year, he played a leading role in securing approximately $200 million in compensation for Filipino veterans who had served under U.S. command during World War II but in most cases were denied benefits.
During his time in Congress, Dr. Filner became known for a confrontational manner that at times attracted negative attention. In 2007, he was charged with misdemeanor assault and battery after allegedly pushing a baggage employee at Washington Dulles International Airport.
Dr. Filner entered what is known as an Alford plea to a reduced charge of trespassing -- maintaining his innocence but acknowledging that prosecutors had evidence sufficient to win a conviction -- and was fined $100.
After the court resolution, the House Ethics Committee dropped an investigation of Dr. Filner but found that he had displayed "poor judgment" and that he was "responsible for creating a situation that implicated the reputation of the House of Representatives."
Dr. Filner did not seek reelection to the House in 2012, instead running for mayor of San Diego, the eighth-largest city in the United States. He was the first Democrat elected to the post in 20 years.
According to an obituary in the San Diego Union-Tribune, Dr. Filner "upended the status quo across city hall and went sideways with the entrenched leadership in near-record time." Among other acts, according to the article, he hammered out a five-year labor deal with municipal workers and secured funding for year-round homeless shelters.

Dr. Filner addresses the California Democratic Convention in San Diego in 2007. (Lenny Ignelzi/Associated Press)


But Dr. Filner quickly faced an onslaught of accusations of sexual harassment and misconduct. Among the first women to make formal, public allegations was his former communications director, Irene McCormack Jackson, who in July 2013 filed a sexual harassment lawsuit against him. She was represented by lawyer Gloria Allred.
In the lawsuit, the aide accused Dr. Filner of placing her in a headlock, proposing that they be married and asking: "Wouldn't it be great if we consummated the marriage?" In other instances, she said, he told her he "would do a better job if you kissed me" and suggested that she work without wearing panties.
"The past six months turned out to be the worst time of my entire working life," McCormack Jackson told reporters at the time. "I had to work and do my job in an atmosphere where women were viewed by Mayor Filner as sexual objects or stupid idiots. I saw him place his hands where they did not belong on numerous women."
At least 16 more women lodged complaints against Dr. Filner for alleged offenses that included groping and forcible kissing. Among his accusers were a retired Navy admiral and a university dean.
Dr. Filner faced mounting pressure to resign, including from all members of the San Diego City Council, the state's two Democratic U.S. senators, Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, and Nancy Pelosi, the California Democrat then serving as House minority leader.
He at first refused and underwent two weeks of therapy -- "I need help," he said -- before returning to his post. Citizens began forming a recall campaign. After reaching an agreement according to which the city would pay most of his legal fees, Dr. Filner resigned in August 2013.
"To all the women I offended, I had no intention to be offensive," he said in his resignation speech. He also said that the media, in reporting on the allegations against him, had "played into the hands of those who wanted a political coup" and claimed that he had been the victim of a "lynch-mob mentality."

Dr. Filner leaves a news conference after announcing his resignation as San Diego mayor in 2013. (Bill Wechter/Getty Images)


In October 2013, Dr. Filner pleaded guilty to a felony count of false imprisonment and two misdemeanor battery charges in incidents involving three women. The false imprisonment charge stemmed from an encounter at a political gathering where Dr. Filner allegedly placed the victim in what became known as the "Filner headlock."
In the other two instances, Dr. Filner admitted to forcibly kissing one woman and touching the buttocks of another when she requested a photograph with him.
"This conduct was not only criminal, it was also an extreme abuse of power," then-state Attorney General Kamala Harris said at the time.
Dr. Filner received three months of house arrest and three years of probation and was prohibited from seeking elective office.
Robert Earl Filner was born in Pittsburgh on Sept. 4, 1942, and graduated from high school in Queens. His father, who ran a scrap metal business, was active in the labor and civil rights movements and became a fundraiser for the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Under the tutelage of his father, Dr. Filner began studying the works of King and Mohandas K. Gandhi, immersing himself in the concepts of nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience, according to a profile in the publication Voice of San Diego.
Dr. Filner studied chemistry and the history of science at Cornell, where he received a bachelor's degree in 1963 and a PhD in 1973. He received a master's degree in history from the University of Delaware in 1969.
While teaching at San Diego State University, where he was on the faculty from 1970 to 1992, Dr. Filner embarked on his political career. He served on the staff of U.S. Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D-Minnesota) before joining the San Diego school board in 1979 and then the city council in 1987.
Redistricting created an open congressional seat in 1992 covering a district that spanned from San Diego to the U.S.-Mexican border. The Los Angeles Times endorsed Dr. Filner, crediting him with helping to establish drug-free zones around schools and create low-income housing.
Dr. Filner's marriages to Barbara Christy and Jane Merrill ended in divorce. According to a death notice placed by his family in the Union-Tribune, survivors include two children from his first marriage, Erin Filner and Adam Filner; a brother; and two grandchildren.
In an interview with the Voice of San Diego in 2016, Dr. Filner characterized his ouster from office as "just an attempt of the establishment to take back their city."
When asked if he was "sorry about what happened," he replied:
"Of course, but I mean, I still can't get into it. I have a few legal things I have got to settle about it, but ... as I said, I gave them the ammunition but they pulled the trigger. They aimed the gun and pulled the trigger. It wouldn't have happened to someone else."
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David Horowitz, combative right-wing activist and author, dies at 86
A former Marxist, he edited Ramparts magazine before growing disillusioned by the left in the 1970s. He later influenced Trump officials and allies.
By Harrison Smith | 2025-05-01

Conservative activist and author David Horowitz in 2006, at a conference on academic freedom held at George Washington University in Washington. (Lawrence Jackson/AP)


David Horowitz, a former 1960s firebrand who moved from the far left to the far right, becoming an ideological touchstone for the Trump administration while railing against illegal immigration, political correctness and liberal indoctrination on college campuses, died April 29 at the age of 86.
His death was announced on social media by his son Ben Horowitz, co-founder of the venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz, and by the David Horowitz Freedom Center, a nonprofit organization that Mr. Horowitz started in Los Angeles.
The cause was cancer, according to a post on X from the center, which did not say where he died.
A Queens-bred son of communist schoolteachers, Mr. Horowitz grew from a red diaper baby into a committed Marxist, attending his first march at age 9 and becoming a top editor at Ramparts magazine, a voice of the 1960s and '70s New Left. 
He gradually became disillusioned by the movement and, in a break from politics, partnered with his friend Peter Collier to write books about powerful American families, including well-received portraits of the Kennedys, the Roosevelts and the Ford auto-making family. Their first collaboration, "The Rockefellers: An American Dynasty" (1976), was a finalist for the National Book Awards.
Beginning in 1985, when the duo co-wrote a Washington Post Magazine article titled "Lefties for Reagan," they also drew attention for their turn toward conservatism. The Los Angeles Times likened them to "lumberjacks on a two-man saw, enthusiastically cutting through a forest of former beliefs."
In their essay for The Post, Mr. Horowitz and Collier explained that they had decided to vote for President Ronald Reagan out of frustration with the left's "anti-Americanism" and "casual indulgence of Soviet totalitarianism," among other issues.
"Looking back on the left's revolutionary enthusiasms of the last 25 years, we have painfully learned what should have been obvious all along: that we live in an imperfect world that is bettered only with great difficulty and easily made worse -- much worse," they wrote. "This is a conservative assessment, but on the basis of half a lifetime's experience, it seems about right."

Mr. Horowitz, right, at a 1972 news conference for Ramparts magazine. He was joined by colleagues including Peter Collier, second from left, with whom he later wrote histories and biographies. (Sal Veder/AP)


Although he continued to write biographies with Collier, Mr. Horowitz shifted his focus back to politics, reinventing himself as a conservative commentator and provocateur. 
He spoke at college campuses, wrote dozens of books (including the 2017 bestseller "Big Agenda: President Trump's Plan to Save America") and appeared frequently on television, particularly on Fox News, where he denounced President Barack Obama as "an evil man" who was "destroying our borders."
Long before the Trump administration began seeking more federal control of universities, he helped lay the groundwork for the White House's efforts, arguing in books such as "Indoctrination U" (2007) that America's universities had become incubators for left-wing politics and had abandoned the principle of academic freedom.
Mr. Horowitz influenced conservative activists and political advisers such as Charlie Kirk, who called him "a titan in the battle of ideas and a warrior for Western civilization," and Stephen Miller, the Trump White House deputy chief of staff for policy, who credited him with inspiring "generations of bold conservative leaders."
Miller first sought out Mr. Horowitz for advice as a teenager in Santa Monica, while trying to persuade high school administrators to direct daily recitations of the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Horowitz later helped him get a job in the office of Sen. Jeff Sessions, the Alabama Republican who served as attorney general during Donald Trump's first term.
Outside of right-wing circles, Mr. Horowitz was harshly criticized, including for describing Black Lives Matter as "a violent racist organization" and equating Palestinians to "Nazis." The Southern Poverty Law Center called him "a driving force of the anti-Muslim, anti-immigrant and anti-black movements," citing his direction of the Freedom Center, which began in 1988 as the Center for the Study of Popular Culture.
The center has denounced climate science, illegal immigration and the spread of Islam, organizing a 2007 event called "Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week" that was billed as a campaign to call out "the oppression of women in Islam." Its gatherings drew future Trump officials and advisers including Sessions and Stephen K. Bannon.
Discussing the group in a 2017 interview with The Post, Mr. Horowitz cast the center as a key defender of "traditional American values," and as a counterweight to rival groups spending money on behalf of the left.
"People would refer to my Freedom Center as a 'think tank,'" he wrote in a 2017 article for Breitbart News, "and I would correct them, 'No, it's a battle tank,' because that is what I felt was missing most in the conservative cause -- troops ready and willing to fight fire with fire."

Mr. Horowitz talks with a reporter after a 1998 speech by Texas Gov. George W. Bush in Beverly Hills, California. (Reed Saxon/AP)


One of two children, David Joel Horowitz was born in Queens on Jan. 10, 1939. He studied English at Columbia University, receiving a bachelor's degree in 1959, and married Elissa Krauthammer that same year.
Mr. Horowitz earned a master's degree in English from the University of California at Berkeley in 1961, and the next year he published his first book, "Student," a report on the political activism taking place on campus.
His political advocacy took him to London, where he worked for the Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation and befriended the Polish Marxist writer Isaac Deutscher, whose biography he published in 1971, a few years after returning to Berkeley and joining the staff of Ramparts.
"The system cannot be revitalized; it must be overthrown," the magazine declared in a 1970 editorial. "As humanely as possible, but by any means necessary." (Mr. Horowitz later told the New York Times that he was the one who pushed for the "humanely" part.)
At Ramparts, Mr. Horowitz worked closely with Collier, a fellow editor who had also been a graduate student at Berkeley. He also got to know Huey Newton, the founder of the Black Panther Party, which was heavily featured in the publication. Mr. Horowitz helped the Panthers raise money to finance a school for poor children in Oakland, California.
But he grew disillusioned with the organization, and with left-wing politics more broadly, after the death of his friend Betty Van Patter, a White woman whom he had introduced to the Panthers. While working for the group as a bookkeeper, she disappeared in late 1974. Weeks later, her body was found in San Francisco Bay, badly beaten.
Although no one was charged with her killing, Mr. Horowitz was convinced the Panthers were responsible. "Everything I had believed in and worked for, every effort to ally myself with what was virtuous and right, had ultimately led to my involvement with the Panthers, and the invitation to Betty to take the job that killed her," he wrote in a 1997 memoir, "Radical Son."
By his own acknowledgment, her death sent him into a tailspin. He bought a Datsun sports car; was nearly killed when it was struck by a train, according to the New York Times; and divorced his wife after nearly two decades of marriage.
Writing, especially in partnership with Collier, seemed to bring stability. Together they produced books including "The Kennedys: An American Drama" (1984), a four-generation history that charted the rise of patriarch Joseph P. Kennedy Sr. and the successes and disappointments of his descendants.
"Collier and Horowitz have blended historical research and journalism brilliantly," Washington Post journalist Bob Woodward wrote in a review. "The information they have gathered will always be an important part of the record, although their particular vision of the Kennedys as doomed family will likely die with other Kennedy myths. They see the Kennedy history as a story of alliances and dreams -- in their view, the wrong alliances and the wrong dreams. Where the individual family members succeeded, the authors see money, manipulation and insincerity. Where the family failed, Collier and Horowitz see payment for the successes."

Mr. Horowitz in 2007. (Bebeto Matthews/AP)


Mr. Horowitz's marriages to Sam Moorman and Shay Marlowe ended in divorce. In 1998, he married April Mullvain.
Complete information on survivors was not immediately available. Mr. Horowitz had a stepson, John, and four children from his first marriage: Jonathan Daniel, Ben, Anne and Sarah Horowitz, who was born with Turner syndrome, a chromosomal condition, and died in 2008 at the age of 44. He wrote about her legacy in a 2009 book, "A Cracking of the Heart."
Describing his political views, Mr. Horowitz said he was more moderate than his critics made him out to be, writing in a 2002 essay for Salon that he was "a defender of gays and 'alternative lifestyles,' a moderate on abortion, and a civil rights activist."
But he was unabashed about his combative style and, to the dismay of some conservatives, his defense of Trump, whom he falsely claimed had won the 2020 election.
"If you're nuanced and you speak in what I would call an intellectual manner, you get eaten alive," Mr. Horowitz told the New York Times in 2017. "It's a great handicap to be talking like accountants while the opposition are making moral indictments."
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Rwanda responds warmly to Trump request to take noncitizen deportees
The talks coincide with a U.S.-led effort to broker a peace agreement between Rwanda and the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo.
By Adam Taylor | 2025-05-01

Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks during a Cabinet meeting at the White House on Wednesday. (Yuri Gripas/For The Washington Post)


The Trump administration's efforts to significantly broaden the number of countries willing to accept people deported from the United States has found a welcoming partner in the African nation of Rwanda.
A recent U.S. overture, which included a list of names of potential deportees to Rwanda, was received warmly, according to a Rwandan official with knowledge of the situation. Under the proposal, Rwanda would join a growing number of nations -- including El Salvador, Mexico, Costa Rica and Panama -- that have agreed to receive deportees who are not their citizens.
Though the administration has deported only one person -- an Iraqi refugee accused of having links to terrorism groups -- from the United States to Rwanda so far, "we're open to others," said the Rwandan official, speaking, like some others, on the condition of anonymity to describe private discussions or because they are not authorized to talk with the news media.
The deportation discussions have coincided with U.S. efforts to broker a peace agreement between Rwanda and the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo. They have been in conflict since early 2022 in their most recent round of fighting.
Rwanda has for years promoted itself as a destination for deportations of people who are not its citizens, which critics say is an attempt to downplay its reputation for human rights abuses under its longtime president, Paul Kagame. Britain and Denmark also have explored policies for sending large numbers of asylum seekers to Rwanda, but those efforts were halted after they sparked public outcry and legal challenges.
The State Department, under the Biden administration, said last year that there were reports of "significant human rights issues" in Rwanda, including extrajudicial killings and arbitrary detention. The Trump administration has deported people to other nations with poor human rights records, including El Salvador, where migrants have been housed in a notorious megaprison.
A U.S. official who worked on issues related to Rwanda during the Biden administration said it appears officials there are working to reset the country's relationship with the United States after the new administration in February imposed sanctions on a Rwandan minister for allegedly supporting an armed group in eastern Congo.
"The cozier that Rwanda gets to the Trump administration, the less likely they are going to press them to make concessions" in any U.S.-brokered peace talks with Congo, the U.S. official said.
The talks between the United States and Rwanda began not long after Trump took office, the Rwandan official said.
"They asked us if we were open to discussing it and we said yes," the Rwandan official said, adding that "our government, our institutions, have a lot of experience" in this area.
The State Department declined to address questions about future deportations to Rwanda, but in a statement to The Washington Post it tacitly acknowledged the ongoing discussions. "In some cases, we might work with other countries to facilitate the removal from the United States of nationals of third countries who have no legal basis to remain here," it said, noting, too, that if Rwanda and Congo were to reach peace, it could "unlock further bilateral cooperation."
During a Cabinet meeting Wednesday, Secretary of State Marco Rubio added that the Trump administration was "actively searching" for nations willing to take citizens from third countries.
"We are working with other countries to say, 'We want to send you some of the most despicable human beings,'" he said, adding that it would be a "favor to us" and that the "further away from America, the better."
The administration has cast a wide net in searching for countries that could host third-party deportees, even considering troubled nations such as Libya -- which the State Department advises against all travel to because of crime, terrorism and other dangers.
One third-party national, Iraqi citizen Omar Abdulsattar Ameen, was sent to Rwanda this month. Ameen was granted refugee status in the United States in 2014, but he had been the center of a legal battle under both the first Trump administration and the Biden administration, which accused him of having links to the Islamic State.
The Trump administration, apparently heeding a judge's order, asked that Ameen not be sent to his home country of Iraq because of safety concerns, the Rwandan official said, adding that he is allowed to leave the country if he chooses.
The deportation appears to mark the conclusion of Ameen's lengthy legal battle. He was arrested in 2018 and accused of being part of an Islamic State murder plot in Iraq. Trump administration officials highlighted the case to criticize the vetting process for resettled refugees.
Critics said the evidence against him was weak, and in 2021, a federal judge determined that the allegations against him were "simply not plausible" and ordered his release. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents began new deportation proceedings soon after. A judge found that Ameen was eligible to be deported because he lied on immigration papers but barred the United States from sending him to Iraq where, the judge said, he could be tortured.
Ameen's presence in Rwanda was first reported by independent journalist Marisa Kabas, who cited a State Department cable that described it as a new "removal" program for third-party nationals. The Post has not independently confirmed the contents of that cable.
During the first Trump administration, the United States sent Adham Amin Hassoun, a stateless man born in Lebanon to Palestinian refugees, to Rwanda. The United States had sought to deport Hassoun, who had moved to the U.S. in the 1980s, after he had served a sentence on a terrorism-related charge.
Jeffrey Smith,  executive director of the pro-democracy nonprofit Vanguard Africa, said any plan to deport immigrants to Rwanda would be both "morally and legally reprehensible."
"This is merely a ploy to garner positive headlines and a cynical way in which to compel Western governments, like the U.S., to look the other way when inevitable human rights abuses are committed," Smith said.
Ongoing peace talks between Rwanda and Congo are being spearheaded by a new U.S. envoy for Africa: Massad Boulos, father-in-law of Tiffany Trump, the president's daughter. In a notable shift from prior peace talks, they have focused on the economic opportunities presented by large amounts of rare earth and other critical minerals in Congo's politically unstable eastern region.
Rwandan Foreign Minister Olivier Nduhungirehe visited Washington last week, where he met with Rubio and Congolese Foreign Minister Therese Kayikwamba Wagner. They set a goal of reaching a peace agreement by Friday.
Rubio praised Boulos's efforts as he spoke at Wednesday's Cabinet meeting, saying he had defied the expectations of people who said it could "never be done."
Abigail Hauslohner and John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Trump welcomes business leaders to the White House for event highlighting investment in America
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the new Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Sarah Ellison, Scott Nover, Matt Viser, Theodoric Meyer, Perry Stein, Rachel Lerman, Alyssa Fowers, Abha Bhattarai, Maria Sacchetti, Marianne LeVine, Ellen Nakashima, Aaron Blake, Tobi Raji, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Andrew Jeong, Rebecca Tan, Marianna Sotomayor, Siobhan O'Grady, Emily Guskin, Andrew Ackerman, Washington Post staff, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Dan Lamothe, Maeve Reston, Olivia George, Aaron Wiener, Hannah Natanson, Herb Scribner, Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-05-01
Democrats are seizing on news that the U.S. economy shrank in the first three months of 2025 as uncertainty from President Donald Trump's tariffs upended spending patterns and raised fears of an impending recession. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said in a statement that Trump must "admit his failure and reverse course, and immediately fire his economic team." House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) in a speech blamed Trump and House Republicans for "driving us toward a recession." Later, former vice president Kamala Harris is scheduled to deliver a critique in California of the Republican who defeated her in the presidential election in November. Trump, meanwhile, held a lengthy on-camera Cabinet meeting and welcomed business leaders to the White House.
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Trump urges patience, blames Biden after weak economic news
The latest news crystalized several economic forecasts that have warned of a possible recession and have been one of Trump's biggest vulnerabilities.
By Matt Viser, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-04-30

President Donald Trump speaks during a Cabinet meeting Wednesday, flanked by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, left, and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. (Yuri Gripas/For The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump lashed out Wednesday morning at increasingly dim economic forecasts that have cast his policies in a harsh light and clouded what he had hoped would be a valedictory marker of his 100 days in office.
He has blamed the Federal Reserve. He has expressed anger at what he has described as unfair trade policies of the past, and bluntly said that Americans may have to stomach paying more and getting less. And, more than anything, he has blamed his predecessor.
"You probably saw some numbers today," he said at the start of a Cabinet meeting at the White House. "And I have to start off by saying, that's Biden; that's not Trump."
It was an echo of a social media post a few hours earlier -- "This is Biden's Stock Market, not Trump's," he wrote -- even though the financial falloff has occurred since he took office and Trump on the eve of his inauguration had pointed to a stock market that had "surged" and called it "the Trump effect."
"I'm not taking credit or discredit for the stock market," he said, when asked about the hypocrisy of claiming credit for good news and casting blame for bad. "I'm just saying that we inherited a mess."
His social media post concluded with a message to Americans about the economic policies he has implemented that have rocked the domestic and global economies: "BE PATIENT!!!" And during a Cabinet meeting, he suggested that American consumers may have to adapt.
"Somebody said, 'Oh the shelves are going to be open,'" he said. "Well, maybe the children will have two dolls instead of 30 dolls. And maybe the two dolls will cost a couple bucks more than they would normally."
He was reacting after new data showed that the U.S. economy shrank in the first three months of 2025. The contraction marked a stark reversal after nearly three years of solid growth and represented a reaction to many of Trump's policies. His promised tariffs have compelled companies and consumers to rush to purchase foreign goods, leading to an increase in imports. A drop in government spending has also caused growth to slow.
The new report on gross domestic product, released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis on Wednesday morning, showed that the economy contracted in the first quarter by an annualized rate of 0.3 percent. It was the first deceleration of the U.S. economy since the pandemic-fueled supply-chain woes of early 2022.
"We have a lot of things going," Trump said during the Cabinet meeting. "These are quarterly reports. We took over on January 20th. The tariffs haven't kicked in yet."
The figures are in part based on the threat of the tariffs, and economists worry that they could get worse once the new duties are in place. But as Cabinet officials went around the room to tout their first 100 days, several focused on the tariffs as a fundamental shift that will be seen as an accomplishment.
"They said you wouldn't be able to do global tariffs. We did it," said Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative. "They said everyone would retaliate. No one retaliated outside of China. They said no one would come to negotiate. We're talking to dozens of countries. They said no one would have offers. We have dozens of written offers. We have lots of countries in this week."
The latest news crystalized several economic forecasts that have warned of a possible recession and have been one of Trump's biggest vulnerabilities on a topic that won him the presidency for a second time. As president, Joe Biden long struggled to gain credit for positive economic indicators, which Trump exploited with promises of lower prices and a fairer trade system.
Financial markets all dropped Wednesday morning, reversing some earlier gains after Trump's tariffs caused a sell-off. And for one of the first times since Trump took office, Democrats began to rally around a consistent message.
"This is not Joe Biden's economy, Donald," House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said. "It is your economy. It is the Trump economy."

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) described President Donald Trump's first 100 days of his second term as a "debacle" on April 30.


Former vice president Kamala Harris was scheduled to deliver a critique in California of the Republican who defeated her in the presidential election in November.
The Senate rejected a resolution Wednesday evening to scrap Trump's "Liberation Day" tariffs on most countries by undoing the national emergency he declared to impose them. The vote was 49-49. Three Republicans -- Sens. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska), Susan Collins (Maine) and Rand Paul (Kentucky) -- voted with Democrats for the measure. But Sens. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-Rhode Island), both of whom backed a similar resolution this month to undo Trump's tariffs on Canada, did not vote.
Paul, a leading critic of Trump's tariffs, argued that many Republican senators privately dislike them and will start to speak out if the economy continues to weaken.
"I think if we went through another quarter of negative growth and/or another scare in the marketplace, I think there will be more visible voices against the tariffs," Paul told reporters.
But other Republicans largely defended Trump, arguing that Biden bore at least some of the responsibility for the economy's contraction.
"I don't see this as any reflection on this president's economic policies," Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said. "Most of his economic policies weren't even in place until the second quarter."
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters that the tariffs would take time to bear fruit. He also suggested that the massive bill Republicans are drafting to cut taxes and increase spending on defense and border security would help the economy if it passes.
"They're playing the long game," Thune told reporters, referring to the White House's tariff strategy. "Overall, the things we're going to be doing to support, help the economy on taxes and regulations and energy are going to have a positive impact long-term. The tariff issue is something that, like I said, it's an open question."
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) cautioned that while Trump can blame Biden for today's economic numbers, the same strategy won't work in six months.
"There is some argument to say that some of this is a lag from the prior administration, but once you get elected you own the economy," Tillis said.
White House senior trade adviser Peter Navarro put a positive spin on the numbers, saying that most of the dip in GDP was related to temporary impacts of Trump's tariff policy.
"We had a fairly extraordinary surge of imports that was totally driven by the rest of the world trying to get their products in here before the tariffs took full hold," he said. "So the great news about that is that's a one-shot deal. So next time we get the data, that won't be the case at all. And in fact, it'll reverse, and that'll contribute to growth."
He also pointed toward pledges from several prominent companies to expand manufacturing in America and a possible congressional bill that would lower taxes. And he suggested that declines in consumer and business sentiments were related not to Trump's policies but to negative media coverage of them.
"The idea that there's a recession coming should be heavily discounted," he said. "Because when we take into effect the tax cuts coming and the underlying strength of the economy, then I think all things, all things, are good."
The White House in recent days has focused on promoting Trump's first 100 days in office, with a barrage of briefings, interviews and events.
Trump held a rally Tuesday night in Michigan in which he railed against the news media and repeatedly said polls were biased against him. He claimed his approval rating was in the 60s or 70s rather than what most surveys have shown -- around 40 percent.
As he has throughout his presidency, he blamed Biden for the economy, for immigration and for not looking better in a bathing suit. Over the course of his 90-minute speech, he mentioned his predecessor two dozen times, at one point polling the crowd on whether they should refer to Biden as "Sleepy Joe" or "Crooked Joe."
Trump also returned to a theme of blaming Jerome H. Powell, the head of the Federal Reserve, for not lowering interest rates.
"I have a Fed person who's not really doing a good job," Trump said. "But I won't say that. I want to be very nice. I want to be very nice and respectful to the Fed. You're not supposed to criticize the Fed. You're supposed to let him do his own thing. But I know much more than he does about interest rates, believe me."
In an extensive interview with ABC News on Tuesday, Trump was also confronted with the volatility he has injected into the economy, causing concern among analysts and consumers.
"Well, they did sign up for it, actually," Trump said. "And this is what I campaigned on."
He said he would continue to remake the global economy, adding that there could be some short-term pain but that he was attempting to make long-term structural fixes that would go beyond the tariffs on China he imposed in his first term.
"You know, I had the best economy during my first term. We had a tremendous economy, tremendous success," he said. "We were given credit for a great economy. But I said, 'We have to fix this. Otherwise it's just not self-sustaining.'"
He adamantly rejected any notion that there would be major consequences from his tariffs, and he maintained that China would "eat those tariffs" rather than significantly escalate costs.
"Everybody's going to be just fine," he said. "It wouldn't have been if I didn't do this. I had a choice. I could leave it, have a nice, easy time. But I think ultimately you would've had an implosion. Our country had inflation that was worse than they've ever had it before."
Trump has also increasingly pointed toward the costs of average goods, including gas and groceries.
"There were plenty of eggs for Easter," he said. "They were saying, 'You won't have enough eggs for Easter.' We ended -- my secretary did a fantastic job on eggs. Groceries are down. Everything's down."
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court majority seems open to religious public charter schools
A ruling for St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School would allow direct and complete taxpayer funding for a faith-based school for the first time.
By Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow, Laura Meckler | 2025-04-30

The Oklahoma student group Free to Learn demonstrates at the Supreme Court ahead of oral arguments in a religious charter school case in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


A divided Supreme Court on Wednesday appeared open to allowing the creation of the nation's first public religious charter school in Oklahoma, a blockbuster move that could reshape American education and redraw the boundary between church and state.
A ruling for St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School would for the first time allow direct and complete taxpayer funding to establish a faith-based school, sanctioning government sponsorship of a curriculum that calls for students to adhere to Catholic beliefs and the church's religious mission.
It would be a giant new step for the court's conservative majority in boosting the role of religion in public life, building on a series of rulings over the last decade affecting schools, the workplace and the display of faith-based symbols on public property.
The change could have vast -- and unpredictable -- implications for parochial, charter and traditional public schools. It would almost certainly spark efforts to create similar schools in other states or convert existing religious private schools into public charters. But a ruling for St. Isidore also could prompt states that don't want to fund religious education to tighten their public-charter policies.
Sharp ideological differences emerged among the justices during the lengthy oral argument, with questioning ranged across First Amendment issues and culture war targets like the 1619 Project and the reading of story books with gay or transgender characters being read in elementary schools.
While all three liberals expressed deep skepticism about a religious charter school, there was no clear indication that any conservative members of the court would join them in voting against the proposal. Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh signaled his support, saying that excluding religious schools from the charter school program "seems like rank discrimination."
"Our cases have been very clear," he said, referring to recent rulings that have permitted public spending for religious as well as secular schools. "I think those are some of the most important cases we've had, of saying you can't treat religious people and religious institutions and religious speech as second class in the United States."
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., who is almost always in the majority in the court's most significant cases, asked probing questions of both sides. But Roberts has consistently sided with religious parties to expand the role of faith in public life.
Because Justice Amy Coney Barrett recused herself, only eight justices will vote on whether to overturn an Oklahoma state Supreme Court ruling that the school is unlawful. A 4-4 tie would keep that ruling in place. A decision is expected by summer.
The court's liberals made clear they view religious public schools in a far different light than government funding for private school vouchers or playgrounds. Justice Sonia Sotomayor said the essence of the First Amendment's prohibition on government establishment of religion is, "we're not going to pay religious leaders to teach their religion."
Conservatives presented both sides of the case. Attorneys for St. Isidore, an Oklahoma charter board that approved it and the Trump administration argued in favor of the school, while an attorney for Oklahoma Attorney General Gentner Drummond (R) -- who sued to stop the school -- spoke against it.
James A. Campbell, an attorney for the charter board, told the justices that denying St. Isidore amounts to anti-religious discrimination because states allow public money to flow to other types of charter schools. He also said the schools will give parents greater educational choices.
Under Oklahoma's current system, "there's one type of education that's off limits, and that's religion," Campbell said. "And that can't be consistent with this court's precedent."
Detractors say public religious charter schools could sap dollars from traditional public schools, undermine support for the charter school movement and lead to discrimination against religious minorities, nonbelievers and LGBTQ+ students.
Gregory Garre, representing Drummond, said the state already has means to support religious education. "Oklahoma respects and promotes, through vouchers and other means, the abilities of families to secure such an education in a private school," he said.

Supporters of a religious public charter school demonstrate outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa are seeking to establish St. Isidore's as an online-only school that initially would educate up to 500 students in kindergarten through 12th grade. The school would serve students with special needs and those in rural Oklahoma who do not have access to brick-and-mortar religious schools.
St. Isidore's would be open to students of all faiths and abide by state antidiscrimination rules, but school materials say "admission assumes the student and family willingness to adhere with respect to the beliefs, expectations, policies, and procedures of the school." Students are also required to attend Catholic Mass.
Much of the argument Wednesday turned on the question of whether religious charter schools are public or private schools. The answer is significant because the government can require public schools to be nonsectarian, but it can't restrict private schools from teaching religion.
Campbell said St. Isidore shouldn't be considered a public school because the Oklahoma government was not responsible for its "creation and control." He said it was created by Catholic dioceses and would be operated by a privately selected board. Garre countered that charter schools are defined as public in state law, and the government must approve them and regulate their curriculum and can shut them down.
Some states allow vouchers to pay for religious as well as secular private schools, but Garre said the creation of St. Isidore would be vastly different. He said a ruling that St. Isidore was a private school would render the federal charter school program unconstitutional as well as the laws of dozens of states and the District of Columbia, all of which require charters to be nonsectarian. Charter schools have traditionally been considered public schools.
"It would result in the astounding rule that states not only may, but must fund and create public religious schools," Garre said, calling the notion "an astounding reversal from this court's time-honored precedents."
But several of the conservative justices seemed more persuaded by arguments that a decision against St. Isidore would impinge on religious liberty. They repeatedly returned to a key ruling in which the court said a state agency's refusal to contract with a religiously run foster-care service amounted to impermissible discrimination.
In that case, known as Fulton v. City of Philadelphia, the court said Philadelphia had violated the Constitution by not extending a foster-care services contract to Catholic Social Services.
"How is that different from what we have here?" Roberts asked. "You have an education program and you want to not allow them to participate with a religious entity?"
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. said he understood the point of charter schools was to confer "flexibility" on school curriculums. He made an oblique reference to a case the justices heard last week on school curriculum in Montgomery County, Maryland, and suggested that religious charters would create educational diversity similar to a charter that based its curriculum on the 1619 Project -- or taught "American history like the way it was taught in 1955."
"Could a school say we're going to be a LGBTQ-plus friendly school so that the books that elementary schoolchildren are going to read are going to have lots of LGBTQ-plus characters, same-sex couples, and they are going to send the message that this is a perfectly legitimate lifestyle?" Alito asked.
Proponents of St. Isidore's say the high court opened the door to religious public charter schools with the Fulton ruling and others that broke down the church-state wall that existed in recent decades.
In 2017, the court found that Missouri could not exclude a religious preschool from a playground resurfacing program. In a 2020 Montana case, the court required states that aid private schools to include some faith-based ones in that funding. In 2022, the court required Maine to let parents use vouchers for religious schools. The same year, it let a high school football coach pray on a school field.
Roberts concluded in the Montana case: "A State need not subsidize private education. But once a State decides to do so, it cannot disqualify some private schools solely because they are religious."
Justin Driver, a Yale law professor and an expert on education law, said the jurisprudence has recalibrated the First Amendment's traditional balance between religion and secularism. The free exercise clause prohibits the government from interfering with the right of individuals to practice religion, while the establishment clause prevents the government from establishing an official religion or favoring faith over nonbelief.
"This Oklahoma case is the potential culmination of the Roberts court effort to cast the free exercise clause in the starring role in our constitutional order," Driver said. "And offer the establishment clause only a cameo."
The case arrived at the Supreme Court after a long -- and sometimes bitter -- fight that divided Republicans in Oklahoma, one of the nation's most conservative states. Catholic officials first floated the idea for the school in 2021; it was narrowly approved by the state's virtual charter board in 2023.
The ACLU, Americans United for Separation of Church and State, and others sued on behalf of a group of Oklahoma residents, saying their tax dollars should not go to a school that might discriminate against gay students and those of other faiths.
Drummond, the Oklahoma attorney general, then filed his own suit, arguing the charter board's contract with St. Isidore violated the state's constitution. The Oklahoma Supreme Court sided with Drummond, and the contract was rescinded.
None of the five conservatives on the bench Wednesday demonstrated clear support for the lower court rulings that barred St. Isidore's. Instead they seemed poised to go in a different direction.
"This is going to create uncertainty, confusion and disruption for, you know, potentially millions of schoolchildren and families across the country," Garre said.
Daniel Wu contributed to this report




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/04/30/supreme-court-oklahoma-religious-public-charter-school-st-isidore/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hegseth 'proudly' terminates Women, Peace and Security program supported by Trump      
The defense secretary's move to end the program that two fellow Trump Cabinet members helped establish while in Congress -- and that was signed into law by Trump -- drew bipartisan pushback.
By Brianna Tucker | 2025-04-30

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced the change to the congressionally established program in social media posts Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Tuesday announced that the department would eliminate an initiative created to increase women's participation in national security spaces, despite the program's bipartisan support from Congress and full backing from President Donald Trump.
The bill establishing the Women, Peace and Security program was co-sponsored by two Trump Cabinet officials: Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem and Secretary of State Marco Rubio -- who previously served in the House and the Senate, respectively. It was signed into law by Trump in 2017.
In a post on X, Hegseth derided the program, suggesting that the "woke" initiative does not contribute or align with the Defense Department's mission of "WAR-FIGHTING," and incorrectly tied it to the Biden administration.
"This morning, I proudly ENDED the "Women, Peace & Security" (WPS) program inside the @DeptofDefense." Hegseth wrote.
"WPS is yet another woke divisive/social justice/Biden initiative that overburdens our commanders and troops -- distracting from our core task: WAR-FIGHTING," he added. "WPS is a UNITED NATIONS program pushed by feminists and left-wing activists. Politicians fawn over it; troops HATE it. DoD will hereby executive the minimum of WPS required by statute, and fight to end the program for our next budget. GOOD RIDDANCE WPS!"
The WPS program contributes to "the meaningful participation of women in conflict prevention and conflict resolution processes helps to promote more inclusive and democratic societies and is critical to the long-term stability of countries and regions," according to the legislation.
Members of Trump's current presidential Cabinet were integral to its creation and eventual passage while in Congress: Noem was the lead sponsor of the bill in the House, and Rubio was a lead co-sponsor in the Senate. National security adviser Michael Waltz chaired the bipartisan House WPS caucus for several years.
Former Pentagon spokesman Jonathan Rath Hoffman and Defense Department officials said the initiative better equips the department to "promote our security, confront near-peer competitors, and defeat our adversaries." Other advisers in Trump's first administration, such as Trump's daughter Ivanka, also promoted the initiative, touting a partnership with Colombia that stemmed from the WPS program.
And this month at the International Women of Courage Award ceremony, Rubio said he was proud to have co-sponsored the bill at the time, which he touted as "the first law passed by any country anywhere in the world focused on protecting women and promoting their participation in society."
The Department of Homeland Security did not respond to requests for comment.
A spokesperson for the State Department, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly, said in a statement to The Washington Post: "The Department of State is committed to implementation of the WPS Act, and will continue to comply with all applicable requirements under the law. The State Department remains dedicated to empowering and protecting women and girls."
The agency's response comes a week after Rubio unveiled departmental reorganization plans that cut or scale back certain bureaus and offices, including women-focused initiatives such as the Office of Global Women's Issues.
A White House administration official, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly, referred to Hegseth's follow-up post on X and said, "'Ending' refers to ending the Biden administration's woke WPS initiatives and returning the program to its original intent."
Hegseth's announcement that he was terminating the program drew scrutiny and condemnation from both sides of the aisle.
Asked by reporters about the decision while on Capitol Hill, Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-West Virginia) said "I don't agree with it" and pointed out that Trump was "very involved" with that initiative.
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-New Hampshire), who sits on the Senate Armed Services Committee and grilled Hegseth about his views on women in the military during his confirmation hearing, blasted the move as "shortsighted" and reiterated criticism that the defense secretary is unqualified to lead the department.
"Secretary Hegseth has absolutely no idea what he's doing," Shaheen said. "This shortsighted, unlawful move to end the bipartisan Women, Peace and Security law -- which President Trump signed into law during his first term -- weakens America's global standing."
Some organizations, including the Alliance for Peacebuilding, a nonpartisan network of 235 organizations working in 181 countries to prevent and reduce violent conflict, also criticized the decision.
"At a time of record-breaking global conflict, the elimination of WPS at DoD, one of the key implementing agencies, will undermine U.S. national security and destabilize efforts to prevent and resolve conflict," a statement from the organization read.
"If the Trump Administration is serious about measuring its success by 'the wars that we end -- and perhaps most importantly, the wars we never get into,' then it is critical to continue to implement the WPS Act in DoD."
Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/04/29/hegseth-wps-rubio-noem/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Supreme Court appears open to approving state-funded religious schools
The Supreme Court heard arguments over whether taxpayer dollars may be used to directly fund a proposed Catholic charter school in Oklahoma. The case could redraw the line between church and state.
By Justin Jouvenal, Laura Meckler, Ann Marimow, Daniel Wu, Washington Post staff | 2025-04-30
In one of the most significant cases of the term, the Supreme Court's conservative majority seemed willing to allow the nation's first religious public charter school, permitting direct and complete taxpayer funding for a faith-based school for the first time.
St. Isidore of Seville Virtual Catholic School expects students in rural Oklahoma to adhere to its Catholic beliefs and religious mission. A ruling in favor of the school by the high court could trigger an explosion of religious schools funded entirely by tax dollars. It could also lead some states to put new limits on charter schools to avoid funding religion.
Sharp ideological differences emerged among the justices as they grappled with the significant constitutional and policy ramifications of the case. All three liberals expressed deep skepticism that barring the school would amount to discriminating against religious groups. But there was no clear indication that any conservative members of the court would join them to vote against allowing the school.
Here is a rundown of other major cases the court has heard this term.
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Trump's big admission about the Kilmar Abrego Garcia deportation case
The administration has suggested it couldn't get Abrego Garcia returned even if it wanted to. Trump just blew that up.
By Aaron Blake | 2025-04-30

President Donald Trump talks with reporters on the South Lawn of the White House on Tuesday. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


The buzziest part of President Donald Trump's sit-down with ABC News on Tuesday came when Trump insisted -- wrongly, repeatedly and vehemently -- that Kilmar Abrego Garcia literally had "MS13" tattooed on his knuckles. That image was in fact an edited one.
But the most significant part came just before that.
Trump, for the second time in a week, undermined the administration's claims about its ability to get Abrego Garcia -- who was wrongly deported -- returned to the United States. And it's quite possible his comments could feature significantly in an ongoing showdown with the courts in which the administration is at the very least flouting court orders -- if not outright defying them.
Trump's comments indicate the administration has effectively decided not to get Abrego Garcia returned. And they could be used as evidence that the administration is deliberately violating court orders that said the administration must "facilitate" his return.
The administration's argument for not getting the undocumented immigrant returned after he was wrongly deported to an El Salvador prison last month is largely two-pronged.
First, it argues that a Supreme Court order last month actually limited the courts' ability to dictate its foreign policy actions -- even though the court ordered the government to facilitate Abrego Garcia's return.
Second, administration officials have indicated that they have little to no power to get Abrego Garcia back, because he is now in the custody of a sovereign foreign nation, El Salvador.
But Trump keeps undercutting that second argument.
In two interviews in the past week, Trump has indicated that the administration has proactively decided not to get Abrego Garcia returned. In the ABC News interview, he even agreed that he could if he wanted to.
"You could get him back," ABC News's Terry Moran posited. "There's a phone on this desk."
To which Trump responded: "I could."
Moran submitted that Trump has huge power as president of the United States to "call up the president of El Salvador and say, 'Send him back, right now.'"
Trump didn't dispute this, but he said others have made the call not to push harder.
"I'm not the one making this decision," Trump said. "We have lawyers that don't want to do this."
That comment echoed one Trump made in an interview with Time magazine last week. In that interview, he said he had not even asked Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele to return Abrego Garcia. He even said he personally would be okay with getting Abrego Garcia returned, but he again cited the resistance of others in the administration.
"Frankly, bringing him back and retrying him wouldn't bother me," Trump said. "But I leave that up to my lawyer."
He added: "At this moment, they just don't want to do that."
These comments stand in sharp contrast to how Trump's administration has described its ability to get Abrego Garcia returned.
In a mid-April Oval Office event featuring Bukele, Attorney General Pam Bondi said of getting Abrego Garcia returned: "That's up to El Salvador, if they want to return him. That's not up to us."
Bukele at the event rejected the idea that he would return Abrego Garcia, saying it would mean releasing a "terrorist." (Abrego Garcia not only hasn't been charged with terrorism offenses, but he also has no known criminal record. And while an immigration judge once found evidence linking him to the gang MS-13 sufficient to detain him, that evidence has been called into question.)
This week, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said "the administration intends to comply with what President Bukele said. ... He does not intend to send that individual back."
The administration has also cited in court filings what it said was an inability to get Abrego Garcia returned.
It said April 14 that it does "not have authority to forcibly extract an alien from the domestic custody of a foreign sovereign nation."
Solicitor General D. John Sauer told the Supreme Court the week before: "The United States does not control the sovereign nation of El Salvador, nor can it compel El Salvador to follow a federal judge's bidding."
Trump now says that he could indeed compel El Salvador to return Abrego Garcia, if he wanted to -- but that others have decided not to do that.
That's a significant moment in this ongoing court fight.
The idea that the administration couldn't get Abrego Garcia returned even if it wanted to isn't its whole argument. Its main argument is that the word "facilitate" should be narrowly defined -- that it should not force the administration to engage in proactive foreign policy maneuvers as dictated by the courts. (A Republican-appointed appeals court judge strongly disagreed with that narrow definition, saying the administration must take actions that go beyond simply allowing Abrego Garcia to return if El Salvador releases him.)
The administration often says one thing in court and another publicly. And in this case, it's obvious why Trump would want to build up his ability to force El Salvador's hand. It fits into his brand as a powerful dealmaker.
But that can also undermine the government's legal posture. And Trump's comments certainly add fodder to legal arguments that the administration is defying these court orders and not being terribly honest about its ability to comply with them.
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How do you see Vance's future in the GOP? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-05-01
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The magic that happens when unheard voices join the chorus
Ralph Peer was just trying to make money. But he recorded the Carter Family, Jimmie Rodgers and more.
By David Von Drehle | 2025-05-01

Country singer Jimmie Rodgers and bluegrass musicians the Carter Family circa 1930 in Poor Valley, Virginia. (Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


In Bristol, Tennessee, there is a living monument to the value of diversity and inclusion from a time before those were hot-button words. It's called the Birthplace of Country Music Museum, and it celebrates the moment a century ago when technology made Walt Whitman's dream come true, and America began to hear itself singing.
1925 was one of many times when engineers at Western Electric Co. (progenitor of Bell Labs) changed the way we live. In this case, the company's first commercially viable condenser microphone, model 394-W, revolutionized recorded sound. By capturing the range of emotions and nuance, the microphone upended the music industry and made motion pictures talk.
A record-industry pioneer from wide-open Kansas City, Ralph Peer, immediately saw the possibilities. For several years, he had been looking for distinctively American artists performing in popular genres, but the limits of acoustical recording meant only loud -- really loud -- singers could enter a field dominated at the time by Italian super-tenor Enrico Caruso.
Peer's success with Black blues belter Mamie Smith on the 1920 OKeh Records hit "Crazy Blues" signaled that he was on to something, but it was the 394-W that really opened things up. In 1927, Peer took his wonderfully portable microphone to the border of Tennessee and Virginia in search of music that America's country folk shared.
His two-week stint in remote Bristol was a gold mine -- financially for Peer himself, who was no folklorist; he was in it for the money and arranged his contracts to maximize his upside. But culturally, too, because his work accelerated the wondrous cross-pollination of American art. Among the 19 acts who answered Peer's newspaper ad to perform for his mic was the trio of A.P. Carter, his sweet-singing wife Sara and his sister-in-law, guitar innovator Maybelle, as well as a slender fellow with a high, yodeling voice named Jimmie Rodgers.
It's hard to believe now that country music, the colossus that spawned Taylor Swift and influenced Beyonce's recent Grammy-winning "Cowboy Carter" album, was then small enough to fit into Peer's makeshift Bristol studio. But that's where it all began, with Jimmie Rodgers and the Carter Family. Why it started there is that someone saw the commercial and cultural advantages of wider inclusion of diverse voices.
Victor Records -- the company that recorded Caruso -- "had seen the success OKeh was having with so-called 'race records' and 'hillbilly' music," Rene Rodgers told me by phone recently. Rodgers (no relation to Jimmie) is head curator at the Birthplace of Country Music Museum, where this story is preserved and shared. Victor hired Peer and set him loose to build a music publishing and promotion empire that continues to this day.
It was one of Peer's OKeh discoveries, Ernest "Pop" Stoneman, who advised him to visit Bristol, Rodgers told me. The Norfolk and Western Railway station in its twin city of Bristol, Virginia, made the site accessible to artists throughout the blues belt, from the Mississippi Delta to the Appalachian hollows -- although, for the Carters, the 26 miles into town along unpaved mountain roads took much of a day. (Travelers today can make the reverse commute in less than an hour to visit the family's ancestral grounds, known as the Carter Family Fold.)
The same neighborhood of the ancient Appalachians had produced an infant and his toddler brother at the time of Peer's recording sessions: Ralph and Carter Stanley. Along with a band that they named for a nearby landmark -- the Clinch Mountain Boys -- the Stanley Brothers followed prickly genius Bill Monroe into the breakneck genre of acoustic strings and "high lonesome" vocal harmonies he dubbed "bluegrass" music. In the postwar years, home base for the Stanley Brothers and the Clinch Mountain Boys was radio station WCYB in, yes, Bristol, Tennessee.
When I spoke to Rene Rodgers, she was preparing for a listening party at the museum to enjoy a long-lost set of recordings the group made some 75 years ago for WCYB's "Farm and Fun Time" show. A disintegrating transcription disc, rescued from a trash can, was donated to the museum, which championed it for a Virginia state preservation prize in 2018. Experts at the Northeast Document Conservation Center in Andover, Massachusetts -- roots music has fans everywhere -- painstakingly rebuilt the disc, read it with a microscope, and converted its music to digital files.
It is grand and important to have such treasures recovered, to be reminded that our ability to see and hear one another across time and space is miraculous even as we take it for granted in our daily lives. But artifacts of yesterday's artists are not the primary treasure. The music of Bristol is part of the great flood of human creativity, a river in which, just for example, Jimmie Rodgers absorbs the art of former slaves to produce his yodeling blues; in turn, his singing inspires Howlin' Wolf to start howling, which later encourages Mick Jagger and Keith Richards to build the greatest of all rock bands.
This is the argument for diverse, inclusive societies: There's magic in the mash-up.
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How RFK Jr. could 'Make America Healthy Again'
If the MAHA movement wants healthier children, it should fight for policies grounded in science.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-05-01
Regarding the April 25 front-page article "The moms fueling a movement":
Thank you for shedding light on the "Making America Healthy Again" movement and capturing the surge of parental concerns around what we feed our kids. Though the MAHA moms definitely have the passion that will be necessary to reform our food system, some of that energy is aimed at the wrong bull's eye. Chasing the long-debunked assertions that vaccines cause autism only stirs more controversy and diverts energy from actual evidence-based threats hiding in our grocery aisles: added sugars, preservatives and other ultra-processed foods advertised to our children.
Ultra-processed foods supply up to 67 percent of our youths' calories, which is in part because of the presence of calorically dense added sugars in those foods. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, consuming too many added sugars can contribute to health problems such as obesity, Type 2 diabetes and heart disease. Though the MAHA movement's focus on banning food dyes is a definite nudge on the right door, that door must swing open even wider.
Using MAHA's traction, we must press the Trump administration to set national limits to added sugars and warnings in food packaging containing added sugars. It should also reverse the thousands of layoffs in the Food and Drug Administration. Staffing that agency is critical to ensure these changes can be carried out and enforced. The government should also publish a dashboard that names brands marketed to kids that are overloaded with preservatives and sweeteners.
If the MAHA movement truly wants healthier children, it should fight for policies that are grounded in science.
Arielle Susanto, Berkeley, California
The April 23 front-page article "Kennedy plans to phase out synthetic food dyes" rightly highlighted the potential health risks and regulatory complexities surrounding synthetic food dyes. But the plan to phase out those additives remains too narrowly focused on voluntary compliance by food companies and the incremental pace of reform. As the article noted, when asked whether there was a formal agreement on the phaseout, Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said, "We don't have an agreement; we have an understanding." Making compliance voluntary misses a broader opportunity for transformative change.
First, U.S. food and beverage manufacturers already create dye-free versions of many popular products for markets such as the European Union, where stricter regulations and consumer demands have driven innovation. This demonstrates that technical barriers are surmountable and that American consumers are not inherently more tolerant of risk -- just less empowered by policy.
Second, the article noted that most children are not adversely affected by dyes, but this framing underplays the ethical imperative: Why tolerate avoidable risk for any child, especially when these additives are unnecessary for nutrition or safety? Also, relying on voluntary industry action rather than government regulation has historically led to diluted outcomes.
Finally, the debate over food dyes should catalyze a broader reckoning with the U.S. food system's reliance on cosmetic additives and ultra-processed ingredients. If we are serious about public health, let's use this moment to reimagine food policy -- one that incentivizes whole foods, transparency and consumer choice.
Y. Tony Yang, Washington
The writer is a professor of health policy at George Washington University.
Regarding the April 25 news article "Millions of U.S. measles cases forecast over 25 years if vaccinations decline":
The disturbing risk of hospitalization and death from measles clearly makes Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s quibbling over vaccines unacceptable.
The United States used to be a leader in vaccination: In the mid-1980s, a measles outbreak in Sudan resulted in an unacceptable number of deaths. In one eastern Sudan refugee camp, 2,000 people died between February and May in 1985. To stop the spread, the State Department's refugee bureau chief stepped in and called on the U.N High Commissioner for Refugees to vaccinate refugees. When this plea was ignored, the United States flew in its own medical teams to facilitate vaccinations.
Amid concerns with the U.N. refugee agency's performance in eastern Sudan, an emergency conference was called in Geneva in January 1985. The U.S. delegation sharply criticized the lack of an effective emergency response from the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees. With this loss of confidence in his leadership, the United States subsequently initiated a campaign to replace him. We did our duty for refugees in Sudan, while also getting accountability for a U.N leader's dereliction.
Where is that sense of duty for potential measles victims in America today? Health leaders who plant unscientific doubts about vaccine safety need to be held accountable.
Arthur "Gene" Dewey, Washington
The writer was assistant secretary of state for population, refugees and migration between 2002 and 2005.
As a physician who has spent decades studying factors that determine our risk of getting sick and how long we live, I am concerned that the actions of the Trump administration will cost lives.
The administration has slashed staff and funding at almost every agency that deals with health and medical care. It is rolling back regulations to protect health and safety, halting clinical trials, firing scientists, threatening medical schools and planning large cuts to Medicaid.
The ripple effects of these cuts will eventually reach you. It will affect the pollutants in your air, the lead in your drinking water, the bacterial contaminants in your food and the safety of the drugs in your medicine cabinet. Cuts in vaccine programs will set off a surge in preventable diseases, as we have seen in Texas. Shutting down research labs will delay your access to breakthrough treatments that could save your life. Budget cuts might force your hospital or clinic to close.
All of this has been carried out under the banner of "Making America Healthy Again." While Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the health and human services secretary, makes a spectacle of himself with bizarre comments about autism, his department is wiping out the nation's top programs to address the leading causes of death.
For example, smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States, unintentional injuries are the leading cause of death in children, and chronic diseases cause most adult deaths -- yet Kennedy is closing programs and cutting research in each of these priority areas. The nation is facing a mental health crisis, especially among youths, but the administration is eliminating agencies and programs on addiction and mental health.
With this much at stake, I cannot explain the deafening silence of medical organizations such as the American Medical Association. Many are cowering from the Trump administration. But individual physicians such as myself, sworn to protect health and save lives, have a professional obligation to speak out.
Steven Woolf, Fairfax
The writer is director emeritus and senior adviser for the Center on Society and Health at the Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine.
The April 23 online article "Americans unsure what to believe about the measles vaccine, poll shows" highlighted the results of a recent KFF poll  documenting widespread public awareness of concerns about the safety and efficacy of the measles vaccine. In particular, respondents were worried about the risks of the vaccine compared with the risks of contracting the illness.
Unclear, contradictory and misleading statements made by Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. have heightened this public confusion and concern. Kennedy -- a longtime vaccine skeptic -- has undermined public confidence in sources of expert health information that have traditionally been trusted. This places the burden of informing the public correctly squarely on health-care providers' shoulders.
We are a nurse and a retired physician with a combined perspective of almost a century of clinical practice. Vaccination provides lifelong immunity to measles in 97 percent of recipients who complete the series. Measles vaccination -- despite carrying some risks, as does every clinical intervention -- is far safer than contracting the illness itself.
Alternative interventions such as Vitamin A supplements will not protect someone from measles, and they are not a suitable substitute for a vaccine. The science is well-established for the measles vaccine's safety and efficacy; Kennedy's proposed reevaluation of the disproved link between this vaccine and autism is -- at best -- a waste of taxpayers' money; at worst, a risk to Americans' health if uptake decreases.
Health-care providers still enjoy the public's trust. Let us deserve it by speaking out -- clearly and energetically -- and provide our patients with the information they need to make knowledgeable and sensible decisions for themselves, their families and their communities.
Adriana van Breda and John C. Ring, Alexandria
Declining fertility rates have been discussed in the news a lot recently: Vice President JD Vance told an antiabortion rally that he wants "more babies in the United States" and Elon Musk has called low birth rates "the biggest danger civilization faces." President Donald Trump suggested that a $5,000 "baby bonus" might help.
But a better idea to incentivize the public to have more babies would be to focus on making housing and day care more accessible.
Many young families cannot afford to buy a house. I build houses in New Jersey, and I often see young couples, even those with loans from family, having to devote more than 50 percent of their income to a mortgage and property taxes.
And with day care so expensive, I don't see how young couples will be able to afford to start a family. In New Jersey, many towns have fought hard against building affordable housing options such as multifamily units, and new land is very expensive.
A $5,000 "baby bonus" won't make a dent.
David F. Lipton, Toms River, New Jersey
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RFK Jr.'s view of autism is wrong -- but profitable
The study he hopes to conduct within a year is unlikely to refute the strong existing evidence against his ideas.
By Donald G. McNeil Jr. | 2025-05-01

Activists march against school vaccine requirements in Boston in 2020. (Scott Eisen/Getty Images)


Donald G. McNeil Jr., a former global health reporter for the New York Times, is the author of "The Wisdom of Plagues: Lessons from 25 Years of Covering Pandemics."
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s views on autism are clearly offensive. What's less obvious is that they are also self-serving: He has earned money from his crusade, and stands to do so again in the future.
He is already part of an industry that does this, and it's scary to think that, as head of the Department of Health and Human Services, he now has a way to act on a grander scale, with taxpayer dollars.
First, the offensive part. Advocates for autistic people have long objected to Kennedy's calling autism an "epidemic" or saying it "destroys families." The outcry grew louder when he said children on the spectrum would never hold jobs, pay taxes, play baseball, write poetry or go on dates.
After all, many highly accomplished people, from Elon Musk to Bill Gates to Dan Aykroyd to Daryl Hannah to Kanye West, have acknowledged they are, or likely are, on the spectrum -- and some describe the intense focus it involves as a superpower rather than as a handicap.
Anger at his remarks rose so swiftly that Kennedy appeared on Sean Hannity's show to say he had been misquoted. He was referring, he said, to children with "full-blown autism," which he described as "nonverbal, non-toilet-trained" kids with behaviors like "head-banging, biting, toe-walking."
He asserted that these children account for 25 percent of autism diagnoses. Where he got this figure is unclear, because it does not appear in recent data issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or by Autism Speaks. But Kennedy appears disdainful of accuracy. On Joe Rogan's podcast in 2023, he said half of all children on the spectrum had "head-banging, football-helmet-on" autism. (He also recently said that 50 percent of the population of China is diabetic. In fact, only about 12 percent of Chinese adults are.)
He also told both Hannity and Rogan that he had never met anyone his age with full-blown autism. Surely, he at least knew people on the spectrum. I'm his age, and in my all-male schools I had classmates who were. Even in the 1950s, It wasn't uncommon to know -- or to be -- a boy who was socially awkward, had trouble making eye contact (I can still hear many fathers, including mine, shouting "Look at me when I'm talking to you!") and to intensely focus on something like baseball statistics, comic books or, in my case, military models. I also met, through what my Jesuit high school called "sodality service," people with severe handicaps. I tried to teach a guy named Carl, aged about 40, to shave -- something I barely could do back then. If Kennedy never met anyone with severe autism in those days, it's because he wasn't trying. They existed, though many were locked away.
There's no question that the number of people diagnosed with autism has grown over the past decades -- but Kennedy goes to great lengths to pathologize it. Also, for many years, he has been part of an industry that exploits autistic children and their parents for profit.
The anti-vaccine lobby is a business. It holds lucrative sales conferences. Serious science reporters are routinely denied permission to attend and, if caught sneaking in, are escorted out. (See Anna Merlan's account of being kicked out of an AutismOne conference in 2019 or this excerpt from Seth Mnookin's 2011 book, "The Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear.")
The conferences are filled with sales booths run by hucksters selling autism "treatments." They include oral and injected vitamins, probiotics, CBD, unpasteurized apple juice and colostrum from lactating cows. Shields to block 5G cell signals. Hyperbaric chambers like those used to treat scuba divers. Injections of chelating chemicals like ethylenediamine tetra-acetic acid that bind heavy metals in the body. Injections of drugs that block testosterone and prevent puberty. If any of these treatments actually worked, millions of parents would seek them out, and science reporters would be welcome to spread the word.
There is big money in such claims. As Mnookin describes in his book, the treatment with the testosterone-blocker offered by the late Mark Geier and his son David required more than $12,000 in lab tests and can cost over $70,000 a year. In 2009, the Geiers had eight clinics injecting children. Mark Geier eventually lost his medical license and his son was fined for practicing medicine without one.
Kennedy recently hired David Geier to oversee a study of whether vaccines cause autism, according to The Post. Although serious researchers have spent decades hunting for the cause, Kennedy predicted his study will crack the case within a year. Kennedy insists that genes only create the vulnerability for autism. He says he suspects the trigger is something children are exposed to in the womb or infancy, such as ultrasounds, food additives, pesticides, mold -- or perhaps medicines or vaccines.
Once the cause is found, he said on X, the families of the injured should be compensated.
It certainly sounds as though he is looking for a scapegoat to target with lawsuits, which are the anti-vaccine industry's other big profit center.
And they are Kennedy's specialty. According to filings he made for his Senate confirmation hearings, he has earned about $2.5 million from one law firm for referring clients, including through ads, and will get 10 percent of any legal fees it is awarded. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) pressed Kennedy to promise to forgo all such fees while in office and for four years after. "Kennedy can kill off access to vaccines and make millions of dollars while he does it," she said. "Kids might die, but Robert Kennedy can keep cashing in."
Kennedy initially refused. "I'm not going to agree to not sue drug companies -- or anybody," he answered Warren to applause from his fans. Then he changed his mind and said he would pass the fees to his son -- keeping them in the family.
Suing pharmaceutical companies with deep pockets is not the equivalent of taking tobacco or asbestos companies to court. They knew their products were carcinogenic but covered it up for decades. Vaccine companies make lifesaving products. Under the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986, they usually cannot be sued, and for a reason: In the 1970s and '80s, a flood of lawsuits was forcing them out of the business and threatening to wipe out the vaccine supply. The 1986 law created a multibillion-dollar fund to compensate people damaged by known side effects, such as severe allergic reactions. (Note that the fund was set up to pay families, not to enrich lawyers, as class-action lawsuits do.) The anti-vaccine industry is frustrated that the vaccine-injury fund cannot compensate families with autistic children because autism is not a scientifically recognized adverse effect of vaccines.
Kennedy appears to be fishing for new targets to blame for autism -- including food companies, chemical companies, medical device companies, home builders and others -- which would enable the law firms he consults for to sue them. Given his deep conflicts of interest and his long history of misrepresenting scientific studies, he is the last person who should be trusted to study autism honestly.
Post Opinions wants to know: If you have an autism diagnosis, or have family and friends who do, what autism-related policies do you think the federal government should prioritize? Share your responses and they might be published as letters to the editor.
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Pritzker's 2028 standing goes up, while Whitmer walks a tightrope     
Fight or flight? A tough question, especially if you have presidential aspirations.
By Karen Tumulty | 2025-05-01

President Donald Trump listens as Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer speaks to members of the Michigan National Guard at Selfridge Air National Guard Base on Tuesday. (Alex Brandon/AP)


It's a ticklish time to be a Democratic governor -- especially one presumed to have presidential aspirations.
On Sunday night, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker set a partisan audience in New Hampshire on fire with a call to the barricades against a president he referred to as "a madman."
"Never before in my life have I called for mass protests, for mobilization, for disruption. But I am now," Pritzker said to a standing ovation. "These Republicans cannot know a moment of peace. They must understand that we will fight their cruelty with every megaphone and microphone that we have. We must castigate them on the soap box and then punish them at the ballot box."
In a party that is lacking a leader and spoiling for a fight, Pritzker's standing in the 2028 preseason presidential chatter shot up, which was the opposite of what happened to Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer two days later.
On Tuesday, Whitmer found herself onstage with President Donald Trump, who was in her state to mark his 100th day in office and to celebrate the announcement of a new fighter jet mission for an Air National Guard base whose survival had been in question. The president and the former antagonist he had once disparaged as "that woman from Michigan" hugged on the tarmac when he arrived in Macomb County outside Detroit.
The scene was a reminder of the awkward situation in which Whitmer found herself a few weeks ago, when she went to the White House to lobby for the base and was drawn into the Oval Office to witness Trump signing executive orders punishing those who had stood up against his lies about the 2020 election. Whitmer hid her face from photographers.
"She's done a very good job, frankly," Trump said during his appearance at Selfridge Air National Guard Base. Summoned to speak, which she had not planned to do, Whitmer, notably, did not mention him directly. "I am so, so grateful that this announcement was made today, and I appreciate all the work," she said.
So, it seems fair to ask: Which of them was getting played?
Trump is the most transactional of presidents, cravenly susceptible to flattery. And governors, from time to time, need things for their states that he has the power to provide -- or not to.
Disaster aid, for instance. California's Gavin Newsom has been solicitous of Trump as he seeks $40 billion from the Republican-controlled Congress to rebuild the Los Angeles area after January's devastating fires. And last week, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear pointedly said he was "thankful to President Trump and his administration" when his state received part -- but not all -- of its request for help following flooding in February.
Meanwhile, there is the case of Maine Gov. Janet Mills. She got under Trump's delicate skin when he called her out during a meeting with governors in February. The president brought up her state's law allowing transgender students to participate in school sports per their gender identity, which contradicts his own executive order. "See you in court," Mills retorted.
Since then, Washington Monthly reported, Trump's administration "has held up funds for after-school meals, universities, farmers, jails and, for a time, prevented people from applying for their newborns' Social Security numbers in hospitals. Acting U.S. Social Security Commissioner Leland Dudeck even admitted he singled out Maine because he 'was ticked' that Mills was not 'real cordial to the president.'"
The position that some Democratic governors are taking with regard to Trump stands in sharp contrast to the war footing of their party's state attorneys general, many of whom have been filing a barrage of legal challenges to Trump's actions.
"I can't just stand by and normalize his presidency in any way," Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel told the Detroit Free Press, adding that any show of chumminess by Whitmer toward Trump sends "a powerful message" in the opposite direction.
But other Democratic attorneys general have said some dissonance is inevitable, given the different roles that they and governors play.
California's Rob Bonta told me his relationship with Newsom is "super great, really strong," and that he understands the pressures that are on "the governor -- and governors -- in their role defending their people and their state, including helping make sure that federal funding continues to flow. It can be tricky."
Bonta added that Newsom has been an important ally in the legal fights that the attorneys general have launched.
"We're in constant communication about what cases are coming. They flag cases for us, too. They're on the receiving end of withholding of funding. When we bring our cases, we need the executive branch to tell us the impact on them, so we can put [forward] our declarations forward to show standing, to show financial harm," Bonta said.
The awkward optics with Trump aside, meanwhile, Whitmer is unapologetic. "Even though the president and I have had our differences, and certainly have our past, I'm always going to try to put Michiganders first," she told Detroit's WXYZ.
That might not be the best thing for her own political future, but it's what voters elected her to do.
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Talking with Iran is better than threats
Trump needs to show he can strike a better deal with Tehran than the one he threw away.
By Editorial Board | 2025-05-01

An Iranian man checks his phone as he walks next to an anti-U. S. mural in Tehran last month. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Two months ago, President Donald Trump was threatening Iran with "bombing the likes of which they have never seen before." Iran's foreign ministry retorted: "Violence brings violence."
Fortunately, the rhetoric has since toned down. The United States and Iran have held three rounds of meetings aimed at curbing the country's nuclear ambitions. These talks have been preliminary and mostly indirect, with Omani government officials acting as mediators, but both sides have described them as positive. Talks instead of threats are a welcome sign of progress.
It has been nearly seven years since Trump, during in his first term, precipitously withdrew the United States from the international agreement to cap Iran's nuclear activities. That deal, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, had been finalized in July 2015 as one of the Obama administration's biggest foreign policy achievements -- which probably was one reason Trump felt the need to scrap it. Trump promised to come up with something better, but no new negotiations took place before he left office in 2021.
To be sure, the original deal was flawed. For example, there were sunset provisions after 10 and 15 years, which critics complained would allow Iran to one day manufacture a nuclear weapon. What's more, the agreement was silent on Iran's support for militant regional proxies such as Hezbollah in South Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, Shiite militias in Iraq and Hamas in Gaza.
Nevertheless, the 2015 deal put severe constraints on Iran's nuclear program. Iran was allowed to enrich uranium only to a maximum of 3.67 percent -- below the 20 percent level needed for most peaceful purposes, and substantially below the 90 percent level considered weapons-grade. Iran also was forced reduce the number of its uranium-enrichment centrifuges to about 6,000, from 19,000. And Iran opened itself to intrusive inspections from the International Atomic Energy Agency.
Those constraints lengthened the "breakout time" for Iran to produce enough fissile material for a nuclear weapon from an estimated two months to more than a year. This was considered sufficient to warn the world of any Iranian intentions to build a nuclear weapon, and mount a response.
In exchange, Iran received relief from some U.S. and international sanctions and the return of billions of dollars in assets that had been frozen in overseas banks. Critics of the deal complained that Iran got sanctions relief and billions in assets too early in the process, providing it with money to fund terrorist operations around the Middle East.
The deal also made no mention of Iran's development of ballistic missiles, which could be used to deliver nuclear warheads. Iran is now believed to have one of the largest missile arsenals in the region. The country used some 300 of these missiles to launch an unprecedented series of direct strikes against Israel in April and again in October of last year, and it is thought to possess thousands more.
The onus is now on Trump and his team to show that they can negotiate a better deal -- one that doesn't end up looking like the old one.
So far, according to the Iranian side, the talks have focused solely on Iran's nuclear program. Discussion of Tehran's support for regional proxies and its ballistic missile program reportedly has been off-limits. In other words, this already sounds a lot like the deal Trump abandoned.
Iran is in a weaker position now than it was in 2015. Its economy has been severely hit by sanctions, and the Israel war has devastated some of its air-defense capabilities and weakened its regional proxies. Iran's main regional ally, Bashar al-Assad, has been toppled in Syria.
But Iran is in some ways is more powerfully connected. The country has emerged as a key weapons supplier for Russia in the Ukraine war. Tehran has sent attack drones and short-range missiles, cementing a new military partnership with Moscow.
In 2021, Iran also entered into a 25-year strategic partnership with China, with Beijing purchasing increasing amounts of Iran's oil exports and promising billions of dollars in new investment. The two countries' leaders meet regularly. In March, Iran, China and Russia held joint naval exercises in the Gulf of Oman.
President Barack Obama's 2015 deal was effective because it included the five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, plus Germany and the European Union -- all of which were responsible for enforcement and oversight. Trump appears to prefer going it alone as he seeks a new deal. But as Iran is cementing ties with Russia, China and North Korea, the United States will need its friends, too, especially when it comes to sanctions. Iran can be expected to insist on assurances that any future deal won't be as easily discarded as the last one.
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Germany is in shock -- and has a new 'absolute priority'
Can Germany's new chancellor fix a moribund economy and forestall the far right's surge?
By Lee Hockstader | 2025-05-01

Incoming German chancellor Friedrich Merz in Valencia, Spain, on Tuesday. (Eva Manez/Reuters)


BERLIN -- The sturdiest pillars of Germany's domestic and international identity have been pulverized with such dizzying speed over the past few weeks that millions of Germans must wake up these days wondering: Wait, what just happened?
The man now charged with making sense of that seismic disruption, and providing a stabilizing road map for Germany's new place in the world, is Friedrich Merz, a 69-year-old former corporate lawyer. Merz -- untested, maladroit and personally unpopular -- eked out a victory in Germany's splintered elections in February and will formally become chancellor on May 6.
In fact he has already exercised power for more than two months, setting in motion changes so far-reaching that, as one European official put it to me, "Germans don't know what world they're living in anymore."
Even before last year's U.S. presidential election, the quickening pace of disruption had upended German politics and contributed to prolonged stagnation of Germany's economy, the world's third-largest. Moscow's invasion of Ukraine halted Germany's supply of cheap Russian energy; China, a booming market for German exports, was rapidly becoming a rival.
Now, with Donald Trump's return to the White House, German disorientation is at unprecedented levels.
One shock was the Trump administration's open hostility, broadcast by Vice President JD Vance, in his speech at the Munich Security Conference, and by Elon Musk, in venomous social media posts. Another was Trump's own contempt for the transatlantic partnership and pro-Putin tilt.
To three generations of postwar Germans who saw the United States as a protector, export market and champion of a reunited Germany, the sudden swerve in Washington has been vertiginous.
Give Merz credit for correctly assessing the scale of the transformation and responding in equal measure. Within hours of his victory in Germany's Feb. 23 elections, he announced on live television that henceforth his "absolute priority" would be to "achieve independence from the U.S.," which he said had become "largely indifferent to the fate of Europe."
That pronouncement, from a resolute transatlanticist, seemed to shock even the man who uttered it. "This is really five minutes to midnight for Europe," Merz added. But in short order, he took bold concrete steps to reinforce his rhetoric.
Within weeks, he had effectively ended Berlin's strict, two-decade-long limit on borrowing and debt, which had starved Germany's economy of cash to modernize its atrophied infrastructure and armed forces.
Pushing the measure through Germany's lame-duck parliament, Merz opened the way for nearly $1 trillion in new spending over the next decade, the country's biggest fiscal shot in the arm since the Berlin Wall fell. That amount could supercharge defense industrial production beyond Germany's borders, partly offsetting the coming U.S. military drawdown across Europe.
Simultaneously, Merz executed an equally stunning pivot by tossing aside decades of German skittishness on nukes to broach the idea of Germany sheltering under France and Britain's nuclear umbrella.
That's an impressive head start for a man who has never held any executive position in government. It remains to be seen whether it yields the double-barreled political success he so badly needs.
The first priority is to overcome the broad sense of drift in a country whose economy had flatlined before the pandemic. The second, related priority is to convince disheartened Germans that mainstream parties -- meaning Merz's own center-right Christian Democrats and their coalition partners in the new government, the center-left Social Democrats -- are plausible change agents.
That will be a tall order given the herculean obstacles to German success posed by Trump. No other major Western economy is as export-dependent as Germany's, which sells more than $180 billion in goods annually to the U.S., the most in the European Union. That makes Berlin exceptionally vulnerable to Trump's announced and threatened tariffs, including on automobiles and pharmaceuticals.
The other immediate danger is domestic. Merz and his party, which scored under 30 percent in the elections, have slipped even further in the polls amid jockeying over government policies between the coalition partners. That forced marriage soured many in Merz's own base, who thought he'd given away too much in the deal. As he enters office, barely 1 in 5 Germans regard him as trustworthy.
In their disenchantment with centrist parties, more Germans have turned to Alternative for Germany, an ethnonationalist, anti-immigration party some of whose leaders have repurposed Nazi symbols and downplayed Nazi atrocities. Last month, the AfD edged ahead of Merz's Christian Democrats -- the first time an extremist right-wing party has led German polls since World War II.
The looming question now is whether Merz is the right man to forestall the disaster of an AfD victory in Germany's next elections, set for 2029.
His sense of urgency in preparation for the chancellorship suggest he might be. As to whether he has the right temperament for the top job, Germans, and much of the rest of the world, are waiting to find out.
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I'm a Midwestern Republican. Gutting AmeriCorps hurts America.     
Why destroy a program that enriches America every day -- including in financial returns?  
By Don Bacon | 2025-05-01

AmeriCorps volunteers rake debris from the remains of a home on June 18, 2011, in Joplin, Missouri. (Julie Denesha/Getty Images)


Don Bacon, a Republican, represents Nebraska's 2nd  Congressional District in the U.S. House. He co-chairs the bipartisan National Service Congressional Caucus.
As a small-government conservative who supports a leaner and more efficient federal bureaucracy, I have cheered President Donald Trump's efforts to identify and eliminate fraud and waste in Washington. We've been spending ourselves into oblivion and getting remarkably little in return.
But there's a difference between common-sense cuts to underperforming or bloated agencies and haphazardly eliminating every program a software engineer fails to appreciate, as the U.S. DOGE Service, or Department of Government Efficiency, is attempting with national service.
AmeriCorps has been one of the most effective public service initiatives of the post-Vietnam era. It allows young Americans to serve their country -- many for the first time -- through efforts ranging from disaster recovery and food-bank staffing to teaching and tutoring students and supporting our veterans and senior citizens. The program fosters civic pride, develops life-changing job skills and strengthens communities in every corner of this country.
I was honored to serve for nearly 30 years in the U.S. Air Force, and I recognize that not everyone is suited for the military. But many of those patriotic Americans still wish to contribute to our country. AmeriCorps is a way to do that.
These young men and women don't serve for accolades or headlines -- they simply believe in making a difference. And their work, often behind the scenes, brings hope and practical support to thousands of Americans every day. AmeriCorps is national service at its best: voluntary, community-based, impactful and efficient.
If DOGE were genuinely focused on creating a more efficient federal government, it would model everything on AmeriCorps. Unlike most federal agencies, AmeriCorps is almost exclusively directed by state governors, who are always better positioned than Washington to decide where and how to spend and deploy resources. It is a public-private partnership that marries nominal federal investment with matching private contributions. Every federal tax dollar invested in its programs generates a $17 return to society at large through increased earning potential (both by AmeriCorps members and those they serve) and reduced reliance on state and federal government support.
I know of no other federal agency that generates that kind of taxpayer return on investment through positive, measurable outcomes. For these reasons, I am profoundly troubled by the recent wave of national service cuts directed by DOGE.
Not only are we stripping Americans of a chance to serve, but the communities these services support are left scrambling. Teach for America, Habitat for Humanity, City Year, Boys and Girls Clubs, Big Brothers Big Sisters -- each of their budgets, workforce and impact will be gutted by these cuts. At the same time, disaster response efforts and AmeriCorps Senior programs that connect senior volunteers with second-act opportunities, including foster grandparents and senior companion programs, are similarly being shut down. These cuts are being implemented without a clear strategy -- just an arbitrary push to meet a numeric goal.
It's a sledgehammer approach when a scalpel is what's needed.
We can and should focus on eliminating waste, but we must also protect what works. AmeriCorps is not a bloated bureaucracy -- it's a lean, high-return investment in service, leadership and community resilience. With every dollar spent, the return in lives changed and communities improved is undeniable.
At a time when division dominates our headlines, AmeriCorps brings people together around a common purpose. That's something worth preserving.
I urge my colleagues and the administration to pause and consider the long-term implications of these decisions. If we want to build a stronger nation, we must continue supporting service, not sidelining it.
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House Republicans finally have corruption to investigate. They won't.
The House Oversight Committee went hard after Biden but ignores mounting evidence of Trump's profiteering.
By Philip Bump | 2025-05-01

Rep. James Comer, chair of the House Oversight Committee. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


One of the more striking aspects of Elon Musk's rampage through the federal government has been that it is, at least in theory, redundant. There already exist congressional bodies and powers that are ostensibly focused on waste and corruption. The House Oversight Committee, for example, declares as its mission to "ensure the efficiency, effectiveness, and accountability of the federal government and all its agencies." Why deal with Musk's messiness when Republicans control how the House exercises that power?
We are not so naive that we cannot summon some answers to that question. One reason for this approach, for example, is that Musk was tasked with operating outside  the system by design, pushing for sweeping cuts to congressionally appropriated spending specifically  to get around the system of checks and balances.
A more important reason, though, is that the majority of members on the House Oversight Committee and, in particular, Chairman James Comer (R-Kentucky.) have a specific vision for how their power should be deployed. Their mission is not to work across the aisle to make government faster and cleaner. As has been made very clear in the two years since Republicans retook the majority, their mission instead is to generate allegations of impropriety by their political opponents while shielding their allies.
Nowhere is this more obvious than in the conflicting approach Comer and his committee have taken to allegations of self-enrichment by the nation's chief executive.
Days after Republicans won their majority in November 2022, Comer held a news conference in which he sought to draw attention to claims -- stoked in right-wing media and embraced by his party while in the minority -- that President Joe Biden had benefited from his son Hunter Biden's consulting work. He insisted that "the Biden family swindled investors of hundreds of thousands of dollars -- all with Joe Biden's participation and knowledge" and suggested that the sitting president (and presumed 2024 Democratic presidential nominee) might be "a national security risk" who was "compromised by foreign governments."
What ensued over the next 16 months was far less "Law & Order" than "Keystone Kops." Comer and other Republican leaders made little progress in tying Biden to his son's business beyond the vaguest of connections, like that Hunter Biden would put his father on speakerphone during business meetings. Countervailing evidence for the idea that Joe Biden was entwined with Hunter's foreign partners was ignored or spun away. One particular allegation hyped by Comer backfired spectacularly.
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-California) was eventually pressured into announcing an impeachment probe targeting the president mostly centered on the same things Comer had been claiming since 2022. It went nowhere.
To put a fine point on it, two years of searching and subpoenas and depositions provided no concrete evidence (and very little circumstantial evidence!) that Joe Biden had used his position for his own personal benefit. Two seconds into Donald Trump's second term in office, by contrast, there could have been any number of ripe targets for a similarly focused investigation.
Comer very obviously has no interest in doing so. When he inherited the Oversight Committee in 2023, in fact, he quietly ended an investigation into Trump's finances, despite the committee having prevailed in a legal fight to obtain documentation from Trump's accounting firm. Even with the former president pushing for the 2024 Republican presidential nomination, the various ways in which Comer's allegations against Biden were much more obviously applicable to the Trumps attracted no interest from House Republicans.
Since the inauguration in January, viable avenues for investigation have  become only more numerous.
On Tuesday, the New York Times published an exhaustive look at the Trumps' creation of a crypto-centered investment structure called World Liberty Financial. It has explicit manifestations of nearly everything Comer was unable to prove about Biden and his family: exercising presidential power for the benefit of the company (and by extension himself and his sons), allowing partners to assume the trappings of the federal government for private financial discussions, foreign investors admitting that their interest is driven by the president's participation.
The Washington Post recently detailed Trump's rollout of a different cryptoworld product: a bespoke coin that serves as little more than a speculative vehicle -- one from which Trump and his family can directly profit. Trump recently announced that top investors in the coin would be granted an audience with him. At around the same time he did so, the  federal government registered the domain thetrilliondollardinner.gov.
"He's actually selling access, personal access, to him and to the White House if people invest in this meme coin, which really has no intrinsic value," Virginia Canter, the chief ethics counsel for the watchdog group State Democracy Defenders Action, told The Post. "If you are a foreign government burdened by tariffs, will you be enticed to invest? If you're a criminal felon, will you maybe invest in hopes of they'll give you an opportunity to make your case for a pardon?"
Oh, that reminds me: At least two investors in World Liberty Financial have already received presidential pardons.
Then there was the announcement last month that Donald Trump Jr. is the co-founder of a new private club in D.C. For a membership fee of $500,000, you can mingle with MAGAworld luminaries and -- if the kickoff event is any indicator -- members of the Trump administration. None of this rinky-dink "I'll put my dad on speakerphone if he calls" stuff. Aptly enough, the club is called Executive Branch.
Those are just recent reports, mind you. The Trump Organization (which directly enriches the president) still operates private businesses around the world, at times in partnership with foreign governments. Trump himself has visited properties run by his private company on 42 of his 102 days in office, giving customers a decent shot at getting face-time with the president. Even when he isn't at a Trump Organization property, he's still selling pro-Trump merchandise (like a "Trump 2028" hat) both directly through the Trump Organization and through licensing deals.
Comer, meanwhile, has been focused not on investigating the obvious questions about Trump but, instead, on probing ActBlue -- a fundraising system used by Democratic politicians. In an egregious break with the tradition of presidents avoiding interference in the Justice Department, Trump used the pretext of the House probe to demand that ActBlue face criminal investigation.
On Wednesday morning, Comer appeared on Fox Business to discuss Republican efforts to draft a budget bill. He began by asserting that his committee had identified billions in potential budgetary savings (which he later explained would come from targeting federal employee benefits, not from any robust investigation unearthing fraud or waste). Asked about articles of impeachment filed against Trump this week, he leveled a deeply ironic charge at his colleagues across the aisle.
"Harassing, obstructing -- that's all the Democrats know," Comer said, while insisting that impeachment would go nowhere. "They don't have any ideas or vision for the future."
If there is one thing that can be said of Trump, it is that he has a vision for the future -- in particular as it relates to the robustness of his own bank account. Comer and his colleagues in the House have proved to be more than happy to not stand in his way.
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Democrats can win over young Trump voters. Here's how.
The party should focus on the issue that represents the greatest threat to Gen Z: climate change.
By Jay Inslee | 2025-05-01

Climate activists protest near the White House in 2019. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post) 


Jay Inslee, a Democrat, was governor of Washington from 2013 to 2025.
It is a rare moment when a single action can address two national crises. Now is such a moment, as we watch both the collapse of young Americans' support for constitutional and law-abiding leadership and an attack on our nation's efforts to fight climate change.
Just 100 days into President Donald Trump's administration, it is painful to see the progress our nation has made against climate change being threatened by his assault on the protection of clean air and water. To combat this, we must turn around the dynamic that caused this crisis in the first place: the dramatic slide in young people's support for the Democratic candidate for president in 2024.
The percentage of young voters who supported the Democrat fell by more than 20 points from 2020 to 2024, a massive hemorrhaging that Democrats must stanch. Fortunately, we have a solution that speaks to both the economic and lifestyle desires of our youth and clearly separates our party from the anti-science GOP.
Democrats must embrace the virtues and benefits of clean energy and the need to defeat climate change. We need to be optimistic about our ability to build a brighter future for those with decades of life ahead of them -- both because the opposition denies the threat on our doorstep and because we can create jobs while offering young Americans a better living through clean technology and the chance to invent the future.
We can exercise that optimism because, although young people's declining support represents a remarkable swing that should alarm Democrats, it does not show an immutable partisan realignment. Gen Z did not embrace the GOP or Trump's far-right policies wholesale. Instead, the data paints a picture of an extremely fluid and disaffected generation -- a must-win voting bloc enamored of neither party and desperate to upend a failed status quo.
In post-election polls, young Trump voters overwhelmingly cited the economy as their top concern and were far more progressive than Trump's base on abortion, immigration and a range of other hot-button issues. In fact, nearly half of 18-to-29-year-old Trump voters said the government should be doing more to solve our problems, and 6 in 10 said they were concerned about the effects of climate change in their community.
Young voters have expressed similar frustration in focus groups about the overlapping crises they confront: a spiraling cost-of-living crisis; an existential climate crisis; and political dysfunction that precludes us from tackling the first two.
As Democrats consider how to present a compelling vision to the next generation, we should focus on the issue that simultaneously represents the greatest threat to them and the clearest delineation between the two parties. There are some Republicans, such as former senator Bill Frist (Tennessee) and former congressman Bob Inglis (South Carolina), who are farsighted on climate change, but unfortunately Trump's base still refuses to help find solutions. Until that changes, young voters should know that the Democratic Party is the only game in town.
And we have the record to prove it.
In 2021, as governor of Washington, I signed into law a landmark "cap-and-invest" program requiring our largest polluters to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and purchase carbon allowances from the state. The billions of dollars in revenue raised now finance clean energy and climate investments statewide -- from electrifying ferries and school buses to providing young people with free access to transit and working families with credits toward their electric bills -- that are boosting economic opportunity.
The next year, a Democratic Congress made historic investments in clean energy that spurred an American manufacturing renaissance, creating more than 400,000 well-paying jobs while curbing costs and pollution. Trump is on a warpath to destroy those gains, but he won't succeed if we all stand up to reject his cynicism.
I know this is possible because I've lived it. Special interests tried to kill my climate law shortly after it took force, spending millions to get a repeal initiative on the 2024 ballot and bombard voters with dishonest ads.
But the people spoke unequivocally, defeating the repeal initiative by a whopping 24 points. Moreover, Washington saw the smallest rightward shift of any state in 2024, with Democrats up and down the ballot notching victories even as the party suffered steep setbacks in other blue states.
None of this means that embracing clean energy is a panacea or that the tasks before us are easy. But we must inspire young people to believe once again in what is possible -- to see a future where upward mobility is accessible, climate action is achievable, and their leaders are bold champions for them.
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What's the right way to ride a horse? These photos offer an answer.
The short answer: There isn't one.
By Andria Hautamaki | 2025-05-01
Andria Hautamaki is a freelance photographer and writer based in Colorado and Chile. She is a member of Women Photograph and a frequent contributor to Western Horseman magazine.
When we're surrounded by people who look like us, act like us and share our expectations, we can think that our way of doing things is the only way. In the cowboying world, this might mean the saddle you ride, the type of rope you throw or the hat you wear.
I grew up in northern Colorado. I thought I knew a lot about what makes a "good" horse as I loped in circles in a sandy arena and practiced quick stops and snappy spins. But photographing ranches and riders around the world over the past decade has shown me  how many right ways there are to ride a horse.

The Spanish vaquero's traditional bridle has soft leather fringes that provide fly protection to the horse working in the fields. (Andria Hautamaki)


Upon arriving to help out at an estancia, or ranch, in Chile, it was important to lean into my previous horse experience. But if I wanted to improve, I would need to listen and adapt.
In Chile's rugged terrain, saddles evolved from early Spanish military saddles to fit the needs of local horsemen. Unlike North American saddles, which come standard with a saddle "horn" used as an anchor point when roping cattle, the Chilean saddle has no horn. Instead, these cowboys -- known as baqueanos in southern Chile and huasos in the central and northern regions of the country -- tie their lasso directly onto the cinch, the strap that holds the saddle in place. Across Argentina's golden-hued Pampas, the gauchos also ride a low-profile saddle fashioned from locally available materials: a leather seat stuffed with wool and dried grass, covered with a sheepskin saddle pad.

Three riders take part in an aparte campero, a timed event to separate three cows from the herd. (Andria Hautamaki)



Sky Carrithers, a ranch manager in Neuquen, southwestern Argentina, wears traditional gaucha attire.  (Andria Hautamaki)


On the outskirts of Medellin, Colombia's second-largest city, I visited a rodeo school that teaches roping skills and good sportsmanship. Pint-size vaqueros, little cowboys and cowgirls, practice breakaway roping, a rodeo event in which the lasso is tied to the saddle horn with a string. When a roped calf reaches the end of the lasso, the string simply pops off the horn and time is called.
In the Rhone wetlands of southeastern France, the bulls are black, the horses are white and the cattlemen are called gardians. Here, they still saddle up with a Crusader-style saddle; the Brotherhood of the Camargue Horsemen was founded in the Middle Ages. No lassos for these cowboys. The gardians ride with reins in one hand; in the other, they hold a wooden pole called a trident to help guide the bulls.

At Rancho Apalache, a rodeo school in Colombia, young cowgirls and cowboys learn good horsemanship and respect for livestock. (Andria Hautamaki)



In southeastern France, cowboys known as gardians ride Camargue horses and wear traditional black hats and skirtpants. (Andria Hautamaki)


In the United States, cowboy traditions also evolved to the landscape. In the Great Basin and along the West Coast, the buckaroo ropes using a long lasso. In these expansive rangelands, the buckaroo can float a big loop out to catch a calf and then restrain the animal by dallying, or wrapping, the lasso several times around a large saddle horn. In the American Southwest, the cowpuncher has to ride and rope fast to catch a cow before she's into the next patch of brush. Here, it's more common to tie on -- that is, tie a shorter lasso directly to a rubber-wrapped saddle horn. That way, once an animal is roped it can't scamper away into a mesquite thicket with the cowpuncher's lasso in tow.

Barbara East, an artist and range rider in western Colorado, wants to protect the range for sustainably grazing cattle on public lands. (Andria Hautamaki)



The Nez Perce people are recognized as the first breeders of Appaloosa horses, esteemed for their unique coat patterns and versatility. (Andria Hautamaki)


When we become accustomed to doing things only one way, calluses form around our actions, and our expectations harden. When we step out and understand the why behind someone else's way of working, our blacks and whites fade to gray. Sometimes, our own ways of thinking also change.
The vibrant array of cowboy traditions, steeped in history and adapted to each environment, illustrates both difference and commonality. A good horse is soft and responsive. Livestock should be moved with the least stress possible. And we all want to be treated with dignity and respect.
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Canada's election, explained via poutine
Plus: SCIFs and Signalgate. A $5,000 child bonus.
By Drew Goins | 2025-04-30
In today's edition:

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney in Ottawa on Tuesday. (Andrej Ivanov/Getty Images) 


There are a lot of complicated stories in politics. The electoral triumph this week of Canada's Liberal Party is not one of them -- but let's see whether I can't muddle it with a metaphor: Just two ingredients turned the sad fries that were the country's flailing incumbent party into the glorious poutine that won by two points this week after being down by as much as 25.
First, the curds. As E.J. Dionne writes, one of two necessary changes was the resignation of Justin Trudeau, the charismatic but deeply unpopular prime minister. The takeover by technocratic investment banker Mark Carney was a stark contrast. "If the country wanted change," E.J. writes, "Carney would allow the incumbent party to provide it."
But poutine is nothing without gravy, and, boy, did President Donald Trump lay it on thick. The 51st-state thing allowed Carney the layup (or whatever the hockey equivalent is) of campaigning on a "Canada strong" message, and Trump's spoiling for a tariff fight made the econometrics guy an easy pick.
Now, the Editorial Board writes, the prime minister has to figure out how to cut a deal with the president because "the hard truth is that neither country will 'win' a trade war. Tit-for-tat retaliation between Ottawa and Washington will hurt both sides." The board calls for de-escalation, not decoupling.
The countries exchange about $1 trillion of goods every year, making each the other's top trading partner. Carney will have to work hard to rescue that (and Trump ought to shape up to preserve North American amity), because Canada without the United States would be like, hmm, let's see, curds without gravy.
Chaser: After a lot of digging, Matt Bai writes that someone is winning the trade war. It just happens to be Elon Musk.
Bonus chaser: Economic journalist Dominic Pino explains why the pain from Trump's tariffs seems to be arriving slowly: It's coming at the speed of a container ship.




From Monica Hesse's assessment of the plan. Her column opens with a remembrance of the days when she didn't know the cost of a diaper, which calls to mind the out-of-touch Lucille Bluth's question on "Arrested Development": "It's one banana, Michael. What could it cost -- $10?"
Monica now intimately knows the cost of raising a child, and it is high, even if diapers go for less than a buck. This knowledge, however, leads her to question whether the Trump team knows the cost: "Jesus, have any of these policy wonks ever had to actually budget for a baby?"
To be clear, $5,000 is a lot of money, and Monica doesn't dispute that. But in the big picture of child-rearing, she says, "it's a fart-in-the-wind number; it disappears before you even registered it was coming." Readers with kids will believe her; the childless need only watch her do a little accounting.
Just as the arithmetic is getting good, Monica swerves: "The real issue here isn't that this administration doesn't seem to understand math. The real issue is that this administration, which purports to love families, does not seem to understand children."
Chaser: Do you really know where the money you give to the government is going? Gapminder Foundation is the organization that supports our occasional quizzes, and its head of editorial Keith Moore has pulled together a few tricky questions on tax dollars.
Does David Ignatius think Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth was right to discuss classified military operations via the commercial messaging app Signal? Of course not.
Does David kind of understand why Hegseth did? Well, yeah.
"Using the government's current technology," David writes in a criticism of the country's sensitive compartmented information facilities -- or SCIFs -- "military and intelligence officers simply cannot move at the speed needed to operate most effectively.
SCIFs, he writes, are small and stuffy and, worse, often preclude the use of artificial intelligence or even the internet; "the system imprisons information more than it protects it."
Signal is not the answer -- but reliable, secure technologies do exist, David writes, if only the Pentagon and intelligence community would invest in them.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Does Trump get a cut
Of $5K for midwifing
Liberals' rebirth?
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Should we teach our elementary students about the LGBTQ+ community?
Readers argue over the Supreme Court case regarding Montgomery County's LGBTQ curriculum. 
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-04-30
Regarding the April 24 editorial, "A school district's unneeded Supreme Court fight":
The Editorial Board rightly praises Montgomery County for wanting to ensure that its schools "welcome all the children in its diverse student body, including gay and trans children." But a few sentences on, the board chides those very same officials for "forcibly favoring" that message. Speaking as a proudly gay man and lifelong Christian (I've served as music director at my church for nearly 31 years), I could not disagree with the board more.
A lawyer representing the plaintiffs stated that they want to preserve their children's "innocence" -- as though the mere knowledge that people like me exist, like the fruit in the Garden of Eden, is what corrupts souls. I'm sorry to break it to the plaintiffs, but if their kids don't already know that some men love men, some women love women, and some people love both, they'll likely figure that out soon on their own. If you want to warn your families to fear or even hate sexual minorities, that (sad choice) is your First Amendment right. But I urge you to ask yourselves whether that message truly reflects the loving God you profess to worship.
The Editorial Board, along with several Supreme Court justices, bends over backward in crediting these plaintiffs for not asking the schools to remove the material in question. But I have no doubt they would  demand exactly that if they thought they could get away with it.
That is why Montgomery County's principled stand is so necessary. It is standing up for LGBTQ+ students in a climate where saying and doing nothing on their behalf, under the guise of "religious liberty" or "parents' rights," is more expedient.
Steven Alan Honley, Washington
The Supreme Court is again stepping into a bad case, as noted in The Post's editorial about Montgomery County's required reading topics. However, the reason is not that the dispute should have been settled at the county level, true as that may be, but rather that it's being brought as a freedom of religion case. That is a limiting justification; many nonreligious people share a  squeamishness over  elementary schools teaching about biological sex,  gender  and expressions of  sexual orientations. The nature of the plaintiffs' objections is discounted by the legal scope of their claims. Bad case, bad resulting law.
The claim of "religious freedom" is in need of formal definition, not just the "I know it when I see it"-type justification that Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart famously offered for pornography. Where do the freedom of religion and other personal freedoms require separation? What is intended (and limited) in the Constitution, and what are matters of personal feelings? Only with a clear definition will personal freedoms be protected from incursions advanced under the guise of religious freedom.
George Hoskin, Burtonsville
Regarding George F. Will's April 20 op-ed, "A new Scopes Monkey Trial starts Tuesday":
I am a huge liberal. I was advocating back in the '90s for gay men to be able to adopt children. But I believe Will is right that Montgomery County Public Schools should not subject their elementary-aged children to books and lessons that parents find objectionable for what they perceive are religious reasons. We must respect all values, and offering parents an opt-out for their children to read other material is not an outrageous request.
I'm  sympathetic to all  affected groups. I believe  transgender people should be addressed by whatever pronouns they prefer. (Although, as a former English teacher, I find assigning the plural pronouns "they/them" to an  individual just grating.) I raised my own daughters, who were in school 30 years ago, to reflect my Christian values of inclusivity and tolerance.
But let kids be kids. When the time comes for them to maturely absorb these issues, probably sometime around middle school, they'll be fully capable of understanding these ideas in a way that is not true for younger children.
Consider, too ,that this issue is political dynamite. Given all the damage President Donald Trump is now doing to this country, it kills me that "wokeism," however well intentioned, played a role in his election, in which he won the popular vote by only 1.5 points.
Joe Palka, Gaithersburg
I was disappointed to read George F. Will's criticism of Montgomery County's policy requiring students to learn about  social attitudes.
Will seems to have taken leave of our legal traditions while purporting to uphold them. Thomas Jefferson wrote of "unalienable rights" that include "the pursuit of happiness." The whole scheme of our Constitution depends on the imperative of tolerance. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. wrote that the First Amendment grants "freedom for the thought we hate" and that the Constitution is "made for people of fundamentally differing views." Yet Will seems happy to allow parents the freedom to pull their kids out of lessons on tolerance in our schools when they are applied to different sexual orientations and gender identities. This kind of thinking could lead to parents finding ways to avoid lessons about different religious and political affiliations simply because they offend individual prejudices.
One need not advocate "wokeism"  to support a person's right to seek their own happiness (not someone else's idea of what that happiness should be). Tolerance for others' pursuits of happiness is an essential democratic value. To allow parents to opt out of these discussions in schools is a betrayal of our core principles and a failure to teach basic civic-mindedness.
Peter Drymalski, Silver Spring
If the Supreme Court rules in favor of the Maryland parents who seek to opt their kids out of instruction that includes LGBTQ+ themes for religious reasons, I fear this will embolden so-called parents' rights groups to advocate  removing their children from any crucial curriculum they deem controversial.
Though there is merit in teaching elementary-schoolers to tolerate diversity in modern society, the books being taught were, admittedly, a litigious conservative's pipe dream. Take the story of a puppy getting lost at a Pride parade; this explicit example gave the anti-DEI crusaders plenty of ammunition.
Still, a ruling that is too broad risks students being pulled from teaching of such widely accepted topics as evolution. Should Muslim parents be able to pull their children on religious grounds if a world history teacher has a lesson on the Reformation? Such oversight would be ridiculous and would render children ill-suited to handle challenging ideas when they inevitably encounter them in the classroom and the world later in life.
Jacob Lafarga, Sacramento
Regarding George F. Will's April 24 op-ed, "Would we miss the Education Department if it were gone?":
Will wrote: "If the Education Department is the answer, what is the question?"
The questions include: "Who ensured girls could be on sports teams through Title IX?" And, "Who held schools accountable to treat students of different races fairly with the Civil Rights Act's Title VI?" And, let's not forget, "Who ensured, through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, that disabled students would be welcomed and provided for in schools?"
Edwin Martin, the first assistant secretary for special education and rehabilitative services,  was reported as saying that, before the IDEA, students with disabilities rarely got the help in school that would allow them to succeed and that there was no formal way to determine how many children with disabilities weren't even enrolled or were being home-schooled.
At  my daughter's recent school dance, I watched a gaggle of girls run to embrace a classmate with Down syndrome as she stepped onto the dance floor. Here's my question for Will: "Who wouldn't want to fight for a federal department that made magic like that happen?"
Meredith Baker, Midlothian, Virginia
We share George F. Will's concern over the decline in K-12 student achievement, but gutting the Education Department is not the answer. States and school districts, not the federal government, hire the teachers, control the curriculums, set the academic standards and provide  about 90 percent of the funding for public schools.
The 1965 Elementary and Secondary Education Act was a significant foray into the K-12 system for the federal government. It sought to equalize educational opportunities as part of Lyndon B. Johnson's War on Poverty by reducing school funding disparities. Other civil rights laws in the 1960s and '70s expanded its reach by aiming to protect the rights of minorities, women and people with disabilities. The Education Department, created in 1979, continued to pursue these priorities with bipartisan support.
Invoking the nearly 60-year-old (and much-debated) Coleman report, Will suggests that, because family attributes play a critical role in student success, it is pointless to increase federal funding. How money is spent, however, matters more than how much is spent. Funding improvements in facilities, classroom size and recruitment and retention of quality teachers can improve student outcomes and help address absenteeism and the other problems Will rightly laments.
David Wippman, Bethesda
Glenn Altschuler, Ithaca, New York
David Wippman is president emeritus at Hamilton College. Glenn Altschuler is a professor at Cornell University.
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'Sinners' is a Black challenge to white Christianity
Ryan Coogler's masterpiece mixes African spirits, the American church and the power of music into a terrifying brew.
By Karen Attiah | 2025-04-30

A promotional image for the film "Sinners" featuring actor Michael B. Jordan. (Warner Bros. Pictures/AP) 


The great, pioneering Afrobeat musician Fela Kuti once said: "Music is a spiritual thing -- you don't play with music. If you play with music, you will die young. Because when the higher forces give you the gift of music -- musicianship -- it must be well used, for the good of humanity."
I couldn't stop thinking about Kuti's quote as I watched Ryan Coogler's horror masterpiece, "Sinners." The movie -- and if you haven't seen it, this column contains spoilers -- displays the dual power of music as a carrier not just of entertainment, but of power. The ability of the musically talented main character, Sammie, to summon both the living and the undead is a sign that music can create portals between the material world and the spiritual world. It's why drums and singing in the West African traditional practices I follow are used to summon spirits and orishas, allowing them to temporarily inhabit the bodies of the initiated.
Yeah, you don't play with music. You respect it, because higher forces are at work. Which leads to what I would argue is the spiritual power of the film: The overt references to African and diaspora spirituality are both subversive and affirming.
"Sinners" is intended to be a horror film, with all the hallmarks of a traditional vampire drama, set in the Depression-era Mississippi Delta. There are all sorts of indications that the main characters are in proximity to, and navigating around, life-threatening forces. Twins Smoke and Stack, played by Michael B. Jordan, have tried escaping the South and settling in Chicago -- which just turned out to be a Jim Crow town with skyscrapers.
We know that the twins have seen war, and have mixed it up with gangsters in Chicago. They tempt fate again by buying an old mill in Mississippi from white supremacists. But as is the American (male) way, they believe that guns and money will protect them. And this is the truth that even the vampires tell the living: that in White America, Black people will never be safe, no matter how many guns or dollars they have. Because the vampires, whether they represent colonialism or white supremacy, will suck the life force and the talent from whatever comes their way.
But we knew that, right? As white power rises again from the White House, we know that Black progress, joy -- hell, having a Black president -- unleashed a monstrous effort to purge Black people and other minorities from positions of power and influence.
As someone who grew up evangelical Christian in an African home, I was taught to fear anything related to African spiritual power -- or to the ability of Black people to summon spirits. African spirituality was demonic, we were told. The film has overt references to hoodoo, rootworking and the spiritual power of Black and African women, represented in the character Annie, who sees threats before they materialize. She is the one who recognizes that the protagonists are up against vampires -- hungry spirits. She is the one who gives Smoke spiritual protection in the form of a talisman around his neck. She knows how to kill the vampires -- the ones that suck the life out of minorities, the environment  and one another in a quest for enlightenment, the desire to live forever.
And Smoke and Stack are a direct embodiment of the Yoruba orisha force Ibeyi: Identical twins are believed to carry special forces. They are divine beings charged with protecting families and communities.
I'm not surprised to see many Black Christians online dismissing "Sinners" as demonic. It's not the blood or the gore that is a threat to them. It's that "Sinners" questions Christian conditioning and its role in the material plundering of the world: the colonization of Africa, of Ireland; the enslavement of Blacks; and the mandate to dominate the Earth itself.
Sammie's ambivalence with the church, and with his pastor father, who teaches him to fear his natural musical gifts and powers, is closely akin to the increasing distance my generation of Black and African people is feeling with the White church. But leaving doesn't always mean that Christianity's conditioning completely leaves us. I consider myself one of those who have left the American evangelical church, unable to recognize as legitimate a belief system that doesn't worship Jesus' example to help the poor, the sick and the hungry. A church system that doesn't recognize Jesus' love and empathy, but rather worships money and power for money's and power's sake.
Sammie's journey in "Sinners" is to follow his instincts, which draw him away from his father and into the full understanding of his musical gifts. That's a metaphor for the very real distancing and awakening happening among Black people in the diaspora. There has been increasing interest in returning to African spiritualities outside the church, and more young Black people are identifying as agnostic or spiritual rather than Christian.
But at the end of the film, Sammie does return, haunted and scarred from the showdown with the vampires, his guitar broken, back to the white-painted church. Conditioning is hard to break, even after being exposed to the truth of Christianity's tainted role in our own disempowerment.
And maybe this is the true horror -- and triumph -- of the film. If Black people could use their spiritual power to defeat the hungry spirits of exploitation, colonization and white supremacy, the world would never be the same.
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CWG Live updates: A warm welcome to May with shower chances late
Not as warm as Wednesday, but still a warm start to the new month as we monitor scattered showers and storm chances later today. 
By Matt Rogers, Jason Samenow | 2025-05-01
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mix of clouds and sun today as afternoon highs approach 80 with a few late-day showers and storms possible.
What's next? A burst of warmth tomorrow before a weekend cool front brings rain chances each day. Temperatures cool off Sunday into Monday.
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We forecast a wet May for the D.C. area, maybe easing the drought
Capital Weather Gang predicts that especially the first half of May will be rainier than normal in the D.C. region, with temperatures a bit above average. 
By Matt Rogers | 2025-05-01

Chilly rain falls on a pedestrian crossing 13th Street NW in Washington. (Robert Miller/The Washington Post)


May is an important month leading into summer, as it is normally our wettest of the spring and plays a key role in refreshing the water supply. This year, May takes on extra importance as drought grips the D.C. area.
The good news is that the Capital Weather Gang is projecting wetter-than-normal weather, particularly during the month's first half. We predict the total rainfall to range from 3.9 to 4.5 inches, which is near or above the norm of 3.94 inches.
A wet pattern setting up this weekend into next week could give May a healthy start with respect to rainfall. One to three inches could easily fall.




Temperatures should be about 2 to 3 degrees warmer the norm of 67.2 degrees averaged over the month. The jet stream is forecast to be generally displaced well to the north of the Mid-Atlantic, which is expected to prevent meaningful intrusions of chillier air.
Meanwhile, a big area of warm high pressure is forecast to sit over the north-central United States. There may a tendency for weak weather systems originating from the Pacific and Southwest U.S. to track south of that high-pressure zone and become stalled, keeping the D.C. area on the wetter side.
Computer models are in relatively good agreement on predictions for a mild and wet weather pattern for the first two weeks of May, as shown below.

Medium-range model forecasts for first half of May. 


Longer-range models for the second half of May, shown below, conflict on how long this pattern will persist. No major heat is expected, but the European model projects warmer-than-normal weather late in the month.

Subseasonal models for second half of May 


April was 3.5 degrees warmer than normal, with an average temperature of 61.7 degrees, ranking as sixth-warmest on record. This was 1.7 to 4.7 degrees higher than we had predicted.
The month's rainfall of 3.03 inches was marginally drier than normal (by 0.18 inches). We had forecast 3 to 3.5 inches, so we were in the ballpark.
April featured several warm spells and only one notable cool period in the second week, when the lowest temperature of 34 degrees contrasted with the month's highest temperature of 84 degrees, reached Tuesday.

Washington's April weather calendar. 


Only one calendar-day record occurred at D.C.-area airports. On April 19, Washington Dulles International Airport reported a record-warm low of 67 degrees, besting the prior mark of 64 in 2019.
The first four months of 2025 are running cooler and drier than last year. But it has still been abnormally warm, ranking as the ninth-warmest year on record so far.

Year-to-date Washington mean temperature comparison. 


The total precipitation, while below normal, is far from record-dry:

Washington's year-to-date rainfall comparison. 
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Rayful Edmond III died of cardiovascular disease, Florida coroner finds
Ex-D.C. drug kingpin Rayful Edmond III, 60, died suddenly in December, within a year of his planned release from custody. 
By Keith L. Alexander, Nate Jones | 2025-05-01

Family and friends pay respects at the funeral for Rayful Edmond III in January in Clinton, Maryland. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Former D.C. drug kingpin Rayful Edmond III, who died within a year of his release date after spending over three decades in prison, succumbed to complications of hypertensive cardiovascular disease, a Florida coroner ruled.
Edmond, 60, died as a result of clogged arteries, according to a Lee County medical examiner.
He was living on supervised release at a Federal Bureau of Prisons-monitored home in Coral, Florida, and preparing to return to Washington later this year when he abruptly slumped over in the back seat of a ride-hailing vehicle in December after leaving a convenience store. His lawyers at the time said he had been in good health, prompting questions about whether a troubled past had caught up with the man known as D.C.'s bygone "King of Cocaine."
Edmond commanded a ruthless crack cocaine operation in the 1980s, raking in an estimated $2 million a week and fueling a deadly epidemic that cemented D.C. in the national consciousness as America's murder capital.
With his broad, toothy smile, a gold-hubcapped Jaguar and an operation prosecutors said comprised up to 150 employees, Edmond controlled up to 20 percent of the city's competitive cocaine business at his peak, federal prosecutors argued at trial. He was easily the biggest dealer in D.C. at the time of his arrest in 1989, authorities said, responsible for pouring an estimated 1,700 pounds of cocaine into the city each month.
Initially sentenced to life in prison with no eligibility for parole, Edmond became a government informant against other drug dealers, providing an "unparalleled magnitude ... of cooperation," a judge wrote in 2021 in significantly reducing his sentence. Edmond was never convicted of any violent crime, despite D.C. police allegations that he had ordered killings, which allowed federal prosecutors and judges to sign off on his reduced sentence.
Notorious and charismatic, he was glorified in movies, on TV and in rap lyrics as a calculating, business-savvy gangster. His success funded high-rolling trips to Las Vegas, shopping sprees in New York and on Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, and, according to court documents and testimony, mass handouts of $100 bills to youths in his Northeast Washington neighborhood, near Gallaudet University.
During his petition for a sentence reduction in 2019, Edmond, a father and grandfather, took the witness stand in U.S. district court, apologized to "everybody I hurt" and said he wanted to "make up for his crimes." A Southeast Washington pastor testified at those hearings about how, in 1992, Edmond brokered a peace agreement between two rival neighborhood gangs -- work his loved ones said he expected to continue upon his release.
At his funeral at a Clinton, Maryland, church in January, several speakers told Edmond's family and friends about his plans of returning to the Washington area to serve as a mentor and work with D.C. teens.
At the time of his death, authorities said that Edmond had a medical emergency and that there were no signs of trauma to his body.
According to Noelia A. Hernandez, the Lee County associate medical examiner, Edmond's body was "well developed and well nourished" and "appeared younger than his reported age of 60 years." Edmond was still wearing a black GPS-tracking device on his left ankle, according to a seven-page report obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request.
Hernandez found that the right coronary artery of Edmond's heart had narrowed by about 30 to 40 percent by the time of his death, while his left artery had narrowed by about 10 percent. His heart, the autopsy determined, had "mild coronary and aortic atherosclerosis," often attributed to the buildup of plaque, fat or cholesterol.

Friends of Rayful Edmond III stand guard as family and friends pay respects at the funeral in Clinton. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The autopsy found Edmond's lungs were congested with a buildup of blood, which often is caused by increased blood pressure.
In an interview Wednesday, Edmond's sister Rachelle Edmond-Millington said her brother did not receive adequate health care while he was incarcerated and had a physician's appointment scheduled for Dec. 29, just two weeks after his death.
"Had he been getting annual checkups in prison, and if they had put him on cholesterol medicine or ensured he had an excessive amount of fiber that would have kept the plaque from building up, this would not have happened," she said.
Kristie Breshears, a spokeswoman for the Federal Bureau of Prisons, declined to comment on Edmond's case but said the prisons provide "all inmates with essential medical, dental and mental health services in a manner consistent with accepted community standards for a correctional environment."
The medical examiner also completed a toxicology report and found no illicit substances in his system.
"He always took care of himself. He never ate garbage. He never took any drugs or drank alcohol," Edmond-Millington said.
His sister said she is now working on completing her brother's biography, which she said he worked on while he was in prison.
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Youngkin aide defends against extortion claim by lieutenant governor nominee
Matthew Moran, executive director of Youngkin's Spirit of Virginia PAC, issued a sworn affadavit against claims he tried to extort GOP nominee John Reid.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella | 2025-05-01

Virginia GOP lieutenant governor nominee John Reid talks to voters in Abingdon, in Southwest Virginia, on Saturday, April 26. (Laura Vozzella/The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin's top political aide said Wednesday that the campaign manager for GOP lieutenant governor nominee John Reid privately acknowledged he was aware of a social media account containing racy images that led Youngkin to urge Reid to leave the race -- but which Reid has said he knew nothing about.
Youngkin political adviser Matthew Moran included the statement in an affidavit responding to Reid's accusation that Moran's actions amounted to extortion, the latest escalation in the unusual spat between the state's leading Republican and one of his party's major nominees in an election year.
"The campaign manager ... commented that he might need help finding new clients" after discussing the account, Moran said in the affidavit sent to Reid by Moran's lawyer. The affidavit did not say whether Moran and Reid's campaign manager discussed who made the posts. Moran goes on to describe how he tried to communicate faithfully with Reid's campaign as his initial enthusiasm for the candidate turned quickly to deep concern.
That meeting last Friday morning between Moran and Reid campaign manager Noah Jennings, who is not identified by name in the affidavit, followed a call from Youngkin to Reid in which the governor urged Reid to drop out of the race. Youngkin's Spirit of Virginia PAC said the governor asked Reid to abandon his bid over "disturbing online content" on a Tumblr account, which reposted photos that ranged from explicit images of male genitalia to tamer pictures of men in skimpy bathing suits and underwear. The account shares the same handle as Reid's other social media accounts. Reid, who is openly gay and does not appear in any of the photos that The Washington Post viewed on the now-deleted account, has said the account was not his and refused to step down.
On Monday, D.C. attorney Charles R. Spies, who is representing Reid and his campaign, sent a letter to Moran warning him to stop spreading information about the disputed Tumblr account and to preserve all records of his efforts to get Reid to quit the race. Spies asserted in the letter that Moran provided "false and defamatory information to news outlets" and "threatened to share additional content if Mr. Reid does not drop out of the race by this Saturday, May 3, 2025."
Spies added that in a meeting Sunday with Reid's representatives, Moran "made clear that you only intend to stop sharing smears [against] Mr. Reid if he drops out of the race, and if he stays in the race, you intend to continue attacking and smearing him. You literally said 'him getting out of the race is the only way it stops.'"
Moran, a private Richmond political consultant who is executive director of Youngkin's Spirit of Virginia PAC, retained Washington lawyer George Terwilliger III and countered Wednesday afternoon with his own version of events.
Saying Reid's accusations are "unfounded," Terwilliger wrote that Moran's sworn affidavit shows that Moran "never attempted to extort, coerce or pressure Mr. Reid directly or indirectly, but rather as a seasoned professional endeavored to provide sound advice regarding the viability of Mr. Reid's candidacy to someone he counted as a friend."
Terwilliger goes on to request that Reid "correct the record by retracting those erroneous accusations" and warns that "any further unfounded and untoward accusations" will be legally actionable.
Reid and Jennings did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday, but a campaign adviser for Reid texted The Washington Post to question the validity of Moran's affidavit.
On Wednesday evening, Reid hosted a rally at a suburban Richmond event space that drew hundreds of supporters. His two ticket-mates -- GOP gubernatorial nominee Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears and Attorney General Jason S. Miyares -- had backed out of a unity rally scheduled for the same spot, but the crowd showed its support for Reid.
"I'd say this is a pretty big, good distraction," Reid said as the event got underway, drawing whoops as he invoked a word Youngkin used a day earlier -- "distraction" -- to explain why he tried to convince Reid to step down. "Moran must go!" a man in the crowd called out.
Moran's affidavit sketches out a timeline in which he says he was initially enthusiastic to have Reid join the Republican statewide ticket, which happened by default after the party's only other lieutenant governor candidate -- Fairfax County Supervisor Pat Herrity -- dropped out of the race for health reasons. A longtime Richmond radio host and first-time candidate for the state's second-highest office, Reid is Virginia's first openly gay nominee for statewide office from either party.
Moran writes that he has known Reid for years, considers him a friend and was planning to vote for him in the GOP's June primary if it had not been called off due to Reid automatically becoming the nominee. Once that happened, Moran said he worked to help his campaign, including by trying to recruit more staff.
Moran said he told Reid's manager on April 22 that "an outside group" was starting a "vulnerability report" -- a type of opposition research that campaigns routinely commission on their own candidate to be prepared for what their rivals might find -- "solely based on the fact John was a radio host with an extensive history of public comments."
The group is not identified in the affidavit.
On April 24, Moran said, he received "preliminary information from the third-party vulnerability study. Nearly simultaneously, I became aware that other political individuals and organizations were aware of this information."
The next morning, Moran said he received a written summary of the study findings, including the Tumblr account, "which would put John in a negative light and impact the viability of his candidacy regardless of its veracity." Moran said he spoke to Reid on the phone and "summarized the information, only after expressing my personal concern for him."
Moran said that Reid volunteered to come to his office to discuss the information, but that his campaign manager appeared instead and acknowledged he knew about the account.
When another meeting with Reid was set for Sunday, Moran said, Reid again sent his campaign manager. Reid's longtime partner, Alonzo Mable, also attended, along with another person who arranged the meeting. That person is not identified in the affidavit but is described as "a friend of John's and a professional colleague of mine." Moran is referring to former Virginia Beach delegate Tim Anderson, according to two people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
Anderson, a lawyer, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Moran does not spell out what he said in the meeting, but he disputes any wrongdoing and expresses confidence that "John's friend who arranged this meeting ... will confirm that at no time did I act inappropriately towards John or his campaign."
"I was clear in the meeting that I had acted on the information as a friend to and colleague of John Reid, and adamantly deny the characterization of the meeting," Moran said in the affidavit. "I never attacked John and did not threaten or coerce him. I communicated what I truly believed was in his best interests in my judgment."
Youngkin's effort to force Reid out of the race has shaken up the Republican Party heading into a high-stakes political season in which the offices of governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general and all 100 seats in the House of Delegates are on the ballot. Democrats see an opportunity to capitalize on the unpopularity of President Donald Trump, who as a candidate has lost Virginia elections three times, while Youngkin is hoping to build a legacy as a Republican who knows how to win over a purple electorate. While some evangelicals in the GOP had raised questions on social media about having an openly gay candidate for lieutenant governor, the response from conservatives since last Friday's phone call from Youngkin has largely been favorable toward Reid.
Two former Republican governors -- George Allen and Jim Gilmore -- stood by their endorsements of Reid, and some longtime party activists have criticized Youngkin for stirring up controversy. Youngkin supporters have been relatively muted, with former congressman Bob Good the only major former elected Republican to back the governor's call for Reid to step aside.
On Tuesday, Youngkin defended his push for Reid to quit while also signaling he was backing down somewhat by acknowledging "the decision is ... up to John."
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Kilmar Abrego Garcia's tattoos alone do not prove MS-13 membership, experts say 
Experts are divided over whether knuckle tattoos highlighted by President Trump suggest the wrongly deported man may be associated with MS-13.
By Sarah Cahlan, Maria Luisa Paul, Teo Armus, Samantha Schmidt | 2025-05-01

Kilmar Abrego Garcia is seen wearing the Chicago Bulls hat he had on when the police approached and arrested him in 2019. They cited the hat as evidence that he is a member of MS-13 in good standing. He was wrongfully deported to El Salvador and is at the center of a legal battle over his return to the United States. (Jennifer Vasquez Sura)


As the legal battle continues over the fate of Kilmar Abrego Garcia, President Donald Trump has repeatedly cited tattoos on the mistakenly deported man's knuckles as proof that he is an MS-13 gang member and should not be returned from El Salvador.
But several law enforcement officials and researchers who study the transnational gang say the tattoos on Abrego Garcia's left hand -- a marijuana leaf, a smiley face, a cross and a skull -- do not show definitive evidence of any gang affiliation.
"A tattoo alone, with nothing more, cannot be the single basis to opine someone is a gang member," said John Colello, who oversees the homicide division for the district attorney's office in Los Angeles County, where MS-13 got its start during the 1980s.
In an interview with ABC News on Tuesday night, Trump again adamantly insisted that Abrego Garcia is a gang member while referencing a photo circulated by his administration on social media that labels the tattoos on his four fingers with: "M -- S -- 1 -- 3."
"They looked, and on his knuckles he has 'MS-13,'" the president said in the interview. "He had MS-13 on his knuckles, tattooed. ... It says MS13. ... Go look at his hand, he had MS13. ... He had MS as clear as you can be."
A White House spokesperson did not respond to specific questions Wednesday about how the Trump administration determined Abrego Garcia's tattoos were evidence of gang activity.
Law enforcement officials interviewed by The Washington Post said that some of the figures on Abrego Garcia's hand have been seen on gang members before, particularly the marijuana leaf, though that symbol is also widely popular among those not affiliated with a gang. One official has seen some of those symbols in a similar configuration, but none have seen the exact same four symbols solely in that configuration spelling out "MS-13."
Simon Sandoval-Moshenberg, one of the lawyers representing the 29-year-old Abrego Garcia, called the tattoos "irrelevant." Before Trump's social media posts, the government had never cited the tattoos as proof of gang affiliation, he said, and had never been found by any court to be a gang member.
"If the government believes they can use his tattoos to justify deporting him, then they should do what the law requires. Bring evidence to a judge and give Kilmar his day in court," Sandoval-Moshenberg said in a statement. "So far, that hasn't happened."
Steven Dudley, the co-founder and co-director of InSight Crime and author of the book "MS-13: The Making of America's Most Notorious Gang," said that the use of tattoos as displays of affinity and loyalty to the gang has dropped in recent decades after law enforcement officials seized on them to identify members.
"Younger members of the gang are far less likely to tattoo themselves, at least in any obvious manner," Dudley said.

An annotated photo of Kilmar Abrego Garcia's meeting with Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) on April 17, Abrego Garcia's knuckle tattoos do not appear to include the letters or numbers "MS-13." (Office of Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele)


Raymond Tierney, the top prosecutor in Suffolk County, New York -- where the MS-13 clique Abrego Garcia was accused of belonging to also allegedly operated -- said he recalls explicit tattoos from the gang's members while prosecuting cases against them in the early 2010s. Gang leadership allowed and encouraged certain tattoos that were worn "like a badge," with certain acts qualifying members for certain tattoos, Tierney said.
But Tierney started to notice a shift in tattoos around 2018.
"The gang began to realize that law enforcement was using it as a means of identifying members," he said. When President Nayib Bukele started his crackdown on MS-13 in El Salvador, "the tattoos sort of evolved and became more clandestine," Tierney said.
Jeannette Aguilar, a psychologist and security researcher in El Salvador, said that a person's neighborhood -- and a gang's territorial control of that neighborhood -- remained a consistent factor in helping identify gang affiliation.
The neighborhood in El Salvador where Abrego Garcia lived as a child was under the influence of the Barrio 18 gang, a sworn enemy of MS-13.
Death threats from that gang after his mother -- whose pupusa shop they attempted to extort -- shielded him from being recruited into its ranks, prompted Abrego Garcia's family to send him to the United States when he was 16, according to testimony his attorney provided in an immigration court proceeding. He entered the country illegally around 2011.
It would be "very improbable," Aguilar said, that he would join a rival gang once he arrived in the United States.
But Abrego Garcia did get tattoos on his hands and arms, which he said was only because he liked how they looked, according to his attorney, Lucia Curiel, who provided The Post notes from a conversation she conducted with her client in 2019 about the tattoos.
Abrego Garcia told his attorney he got a star on his elbow, saying, "I like the Cowboys."
A heartbeat near his wrist came in 2018, the product of a since-ended relationship with a girl who had a matching tattoo.
The tattoo artist behind those pieces also filled in his left knuckles: a marijuana leaf, a smiley face, a cross and a skull, he told Curiel.
"I got the skull because I like it," he said, according to Curiel.

President Donald Trump holds a document with notes about Kilmar Abrego Garcia as he speaks with reporters in the Oval Office on April 18. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Curiel said he never described the tattoos as gang-related, nor did he suggest they carried any deeper meaning.
In an interview with The Post, Jennifer Vasquez Sura, Abrego Garcia's wife, put it simply: "He thought tattoos were cool."
The tattoos did not factor at all in the gang affiliation allegation made by the Prince George's County gang unit detective who was summoned to a Home Depot parking lot to question Abrego Garcia and three other Latino men in their 20s after they were detained by another police officer. Abrego Garcia has said he was at the parking lot frequented by day laborers in search of work and did not really know the other men.
Ivan Mendez, the Prince George's police detective who made the allegation, cited Abrego Garcia's clothing, including a Chicago Bulls cap, and information from unnamed confidential informant in his allegation.
He did not check a box in his "Gang Interview Field Sheet" that was reserved for tattoos as proof of gang ties. Mendez was later charged with misconduct for providing information to a sex worker he had hired about an investigation into the brothel that she ran.
Of eight law enforcement officials or gang culture researchers interviewed by The Post, some said it could be plausible the symbols photographed on Abrego Garcia's knuckle spell out MS-13.
Leandro Paulino, a former corrections officer at Rikers Island in New York and founder of the International Law Enforcement Officers Association said that "a tattoo alone cannot confirm gang affiliation. However, the specific positioning of the symbols and their meanings strongly suggest the MS-13 connection." Paulino speculated that the skull, for example, could represent "3" because the Spanish word "craneo" begins with the third letter in the alphabet.
Other experts said they did not believe the knuckle tattoos could be code for the gang's name. Roberto Lovato, author of the book "Unforgetting: A Memoir of Family, Migration, Gangs, and Revolution in the Americas," hadn't seen that configuration and when he contacted current and former gang members to ask if they had, they all said no.
Aguilar, the Salvadoran researcher and psychologist, also pointed to the facility where Abrego Garcia was transferred after he was initially taken to the high-security Terrorism Confinement Center, which is reserved for El Salvador's most hardened gang members.
The "semi-open" Santa Ana penitentiary center where Abrego Garcia is currently being held is specifically designated for inmates who are not gang members, Aguilar said.
"The government is contradicting itself by sending him to a place where no gang member would be admitted," she said.
Dudley, who has conducted nearly two decades of research on MS-13, said he has never seen Abrego Garcia's knuckle tattoos "as a representation of membership" in the gang. He said he has also never seen those symbols in different orders used to represent the letters or numbers of the gang.
But he warned that any discussion about the tattoos and their significance was missing the broader picture on Abrego Garcia's case, which is centered on his right to due process and the fact that the Trump administration has admitted that it mistakenly violated an immigration judge's 2019 order that he not be deported to El Salvador.
"At the end of the day, we have fallen into their trap: You cannot determine gang affiliation by tattoos alone, but this is what we are left debating," Dudley said about the Trump administration. Gang affiliation does not cancel out the need for due process, he said, "and we are not even talking about that."
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CWG Live updates: Warmth peaks on Friday; rain chances late Thursday into the weekend
Friday highs should reach well into the 80s, maybe even making a run at 90.
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-04-30
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Pleasant this evening, with light wind and comfortable temperatures. Partly to mostly clear tonight, with lows upper 50s to low 60s.
What's next? Remaining very warm, especially Friday, when some temperatures could clip 90, with shower and storm chances from time-to-time late Thursday into at least Saturday.
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Republican Medicaid cuts could mean 'Armageddon' in D.C., official says 
House Republican proposals to slash government spending on Medicaid could devastate the insurance program that covers 40 percent of District residents.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-04-30

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser at a news conference on the impacts of GOP budget proposals in March. (Ben Curtis/AP)


D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), her staff and health-care providers have been lobbying Congress for months to stave off Medicaid cuts that one top city official said would amount to "Armageddon" for low-income residents and wreak havoc on the region's health network.
House Republican proposals to slash government spending on Medicaid would devastate the insurance program that covers 40 percent of District residents and makes it possible for hospitals and clinics to care for the most vulnerable, they say. Under one scenario, D.C. could lose $1.1 billion, forcing the city to drop some residents from the rolls and scale back services for others.
"I have lost many hours of sleep over that possibility," said Wayne Turnage, deputy mayor for health and human services. He likened the possibility of crafting a bare-bones health-care finance budget to "Armageddon."
Cuts targeting Medicaid in the District are among the proposals the House Energy and Commerce Committee is expected to consider next week. Republicans also have floated reductions in federal contributions to D.C. and the 40 states that expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act, as well as governments, such as the District's, that use local dollars to insure undocumented immigrants.
"The Medicaid cuts that are being contemplated really will be devastating really for everywhere nationwide, but there are many reasons to especially worry about D.C.," said Joan Alker, executive director of the Center for Children and Families at Georgetown University.
Democratic lawmakers in Virginia and Maryland sent a letter Tuesday to leaders on the Energy and Commerce Committee urging them to consider how cuts could weaken health care in the nation's capital.
Reducing the federal payment in D.C. "will undermine health care not only for Medicaid recipients in the District but for everyone in the region, regardless of their insurance status. Families will lose coverage," Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Maryland) said in a statement. "Republicans' effort to cut Medicaid is cruel and nothing short of catastrophic for the health of the American people."
Bowser said she worries not just about her constituents in D.C., but people across the country and in red states and rural areas that only just expanded Medicaid.
"I happen to think it's one of the most cruel things to take insurance away when people have had it," she said Wednesday at a news conference on an unrelated topic. "You don't want a mom to be able to take the baby for a well-baby visit? Or a senior to be able to get insulin?"
City officials already face a $1 billion shortfall due to congressional action that prompted Bowser to institute a hiring freeze and other "extraordinary measures." The city also lost its coveted triple-A bond rating because of cuts to the federal workforce, a sluggish real estate market and the uncertainty over Medicaid funding, Moody's said.
Federal Medicaid payments for states are based on a formula that considers average per capita income, but in D.C., the rate was fixed in 1997 when the District teetered on the edge of financial collapse. Then-House Speaker Newt Gingrich and Thomas M. Davis III, a GOP congressman from Northern Virginia, brokered a deal that said the federal government would pay 70 percent of Medicaid costs and the District 30 percent.
But Davis said the national debt has ballooned since then. "Everybody's taking a haircut," he said Tuesday. "We just have to understand that the circumstances have changed, and the Congress is looking around anywhere they can."
The arrangement recognized that the District's tax revenue is limited by the amount of tax-exempt federal property within its borders and the inability to levy a commuter tax on people who work in the District but live elsewhere, said Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, the District's nonvoting representative.
D.C.'s federal payment "is higher than that of many states in part to compensate for those revenue-generating restrictions," Norton said in a statement. Reducing it "would be devastating for the nation's capital and the sizable number of residents from other jurisdictions who receive care within D.C., including federal officials and their staffs, federal employees, visitors, and the children from all 50 states who receive vital care at one of the hospitals in this region. To even consider this reduction is misguided and irresponsible."
Bowser and her federal affairs staff have talked to House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and members of the committees overseeing Medicaid and D.C.
Members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over health care, are expected to consider cutting spending by as much as $880 billion over 10 years, which they can't do without shrinking Medicaid. Members are at odds, with moderates saying they won't vote for a bill that cuts the public insurance program.
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) said he'll oppose such cuts if they come to the Senate.
"We'll be fighting back every step of the way against Republican efforts to strip Americans of their health care in order to pay for their giant tax giveaway for the rich," he said in a statement Tuesday.
Trade groups representing D.C. hospitals, community health clinics, behavioral health providers and others have met with lawmakers and strategized for months on how to protect the city's Medicaid payment.
Officials at hospitals serving D.C. and parts of Maryland and Virginia say cuts will probably force some to close, jeopardizing thousands of jobs and critical services such as labor and delivery and trauma care. They estimate caring for uninsured people could cost $232 million.
About half of patients treated at Children's National Hospital receive Medicaid, putting the highly specialized care at D.C.'s only Level 1 pediatric trauma center at risk.

Violence intervention specialist Jawanna Hardy shows physician Katie Donnelley an Instagram post from a young patient in their care at Children's National Hospital in D.C. two years ago. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post)


"This potential threat is the most concerning in my 26-year career as a health-care administrator. The impacts would be immediate and devastating," Children's National Hospital chief executive Michelle Riley-Brown said.
Community health clinics, which care for low-income patients -- many of whom have complex needs -- would also be hit hard by cuts. Unity Health Care, the city's largest network of clinics, receives about 70 percent of its funding from the federal government.
"Any significant cuts to these major programs would likely lead to reduced access for patients, including those who need it most -- pregnant individuals, people with substance use disorders, people needing behavioral health services, among other key groups," Unity Chief Medical Officer Benjamin Oldfield said.
Compared to states, the District has generous income eligibility limits -- up to 215 percent of the federal poverty level, which is $33,600 a year for a single adult and about $71,000 for a family of four.
Adults without children -- about 91,500 -- make up the biggest part of Medicaid in D.C. and are most likely to lose coverage if the program is slashed, city officials say. The second-highest number of D.C. residents are children under 20 years old -- about 90,600.
D.C. consistently ranks second, behind Massachusetts, with the lowest number of uninsured residents.
"It's a very laudable goal of city councils and mayors over time that they would provide so much emphasis on providing health insurance for everybody who can't afford commercial insurance," Turnage said. "It's a wonderful thing."
Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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Can the D.C. Council really say no to RFK Stadium site deal? Answers to your questions.
Post Metro and Sports reporters answered your questions about the deal to bring the NFL franchise back to D.C. during a live chat.
By Sam Fortier, Nicki Jhabvala, Jenny Gathright, Meagan Flynn | 2025-04-30




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/04/30/questions-answers-commanders-rfk-stadium/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Sports

      Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news, entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant reviews and more.


      
        Breathe: After seven long years, the Capitals have won a playoff series
        Read more

      

      
        The moments that shaped the Caps' first-round series win
        Read more

      

      
        LeBron James to mull NBA future after Lakers' early exit from playoffs
        Read more

      

      
        Fan critically injured in fall from 21-foot wall at Pirates game
        Cindy Boren

        Read more

      

      
        Bob Baffert's 12-1 long shot is primed to win the Kentucky Derby
        The Kentucky Derby demands more than raw talent, and our handicapper says the No. 4 horse, Rodriguez, has the right mix to triumph at Churchill Downs.

      

      
        Luka Doncic and the Lakers were a star-studded story. The first act fell flat.
        Read more

      

      
        An NBA star and the NFL's 144th pick offer two versions of humility
        Read more

      

      
        Caps take Game 5, eliminate Canadiens and advance in Stanley Cup playoffs
        The Capitals move on to meet the Carolina Hurricanes in the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs.

      

      
        Josh Bell's struggles are getting loud as Nationals' offense stays quiet
        Spencer Nusbaum

        Read more

      

      
        Mariano Rivera added to lawsuit alleging sexual abuse linked to his church
        Read more

      

      
        NFL fines Falcons, assistant coach for roles in Shedeur Sanders prank call
        Read more

      

      
        John Elway's business partner, former agent dies after golf cart incident
        Read more

      

      
        Mystics first-round pick Georgia Amoore suffers ACL injury in practice
        Read more

      

      
        She finished a marathon in her wedding gown to honor her late husband
        Read more

      

      
        The Orioles' first month was a mess. Can they still recover?
        Chelsea Janes

        Read more

      

      
        Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
        Channels and times for today's games.

      

      
        No one throws a baseball like the Nats' Mitchell Parker
        "Too many people coach the uniqueness out of people," said Tim Campos, player development coordinator at Albuquerque Baseball Academy, who knew to leave Parker alone.

      

      
        The Bucks flamed out again. Who can give Giannis Antetokounmpo a fresh start?
        Read more

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Breathe: After seven long years, the Capitals have won a playoff series
Washington's clinical closeout win sent the Capitals to the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time since that dreamy spring of 2018.
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-05-01

It had been nearly seven years since the Capitals went through a handshake line after winning a playoff series. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


The handshake line at center ice Wednesday night at Capital One Arena was both refreshingly new and a long time coming. The Washington Capitals were the better team in their series against the Montreal Canadiens in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs, and they acted the part. The reward: those congratulations from the Canadiens, a return of respect and a turn to the crowd that told those drenched in red there's more of this to come.
Spring is here in Washington, and it now means what it has for so much of Alex Ovechkin's career in a Capitals sweater -- another game, another opponent, another round.
Been a while, huh?
The Capitals took their first opportunity to finish the Canadiens -- and finished them. The 4-1 victory in Game 5 was never in doubt, not after Ovechkin opened the scoring in a blink on the power play in the first period with his fourth goal of the series, not with Logan Thompson locked in between the pipes, not with Brandon Duhaime finishing it into the empty net with hugs all around.
"It's obviously a good start," said center Dylan Strome, who had two assists. "I feel like this group has, obviously, big aspirations. We've proven that we're a great team all year. We got to keep proving it."
The reward: the Capitals' first win in a series since -- wait, can this be right?
Yes. Since 2018.

Washington earned a 4-1 victory in Game 5. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


You remember that spring? The whole, hey-they-really-raised-the-Cup-at-the-end-of-it thing? There are no guarantees of a deep run, and the Carolina Hurricanes -- a difficult team that plays a difficult system in a building where it's difficult to play -- await.
But the second round can't come without a win in the first. While the individual games were taut, this series felt tilted in Washington's favor from the start. That's because of the Caps' skill and depth and strength. But it's also because of their game-to-game, period-to-period, shift-to-shift willingness to take a blow -- and respond.
"We had control of the series from Game 1," winger Tom Wilson said, "which was great."
Which does not mean it was easy. Carolina, Washington and Florida are the only teams to finish their first-round series in five games -- and the Hurricanes needed to endure two double-overtime games to do it. Look around the NHL, and there is mayhem. It would be a surprise if a couple of the Western Conference series didn't go seven.

Logan Thompson was a big reason the Capitals took care of business against Montreal. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images) 


Seven years since Washington won a series? You could point to deficiencies in any of those squads. You could also just say: It's $%&%#! difficult.
"The parity in this league -- just in my personal opinion -- is unrivaled in any sports league," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "... I just think that even in the first round, [teams] 1 through 16, I think no matter what -- and you're seeing it all across the league -- it's a gantlet just to win a playoff game, let alone win a series."
So if it seems like a while since this fan base has been awash in the feelings from Wednesday night, it's because it has been a while since this fan base has been awash in those feelings. The Stanley Cup run from 2018 will always be the crowning achievement of Ovechkin's career -- well, other than those 897 regular season goals. But it's lost on no one that the most recent playoff series this franchise won, before Wednesday, was that Cup-clinching finals against Vegas -- seven long years ago.
"You always want to get to the playoffs, and you always want to win as many games as you can," said Wilson, one of just four players on this team who was on that title team. "You want to win the Cup. ... But to the group in there -- I guarantee if you ask a bunch of those guys, they're not thinking about two, three years ago. They're not thinking about five years ago."

Capitals forwards Alex Ovechkin and Tom Wilson spoke to the media after advancing to the second round of the playoffs with a win over Montreal on April 30.


Sure, the tough times in the postseason don't matter to, say, Jakob Chychrun or Matt Roy or Thompson or Pierre-Luc Dubois -- all new to the Capitals this season. But they can wear on a town that had grown accustomed to a couple of tense rounds most springs.
Yet since the Cup, to review: a meltdown in 2019 against Carolina, when they blew a 3-2 lead in the series and a 3-1 lead in Game 7 at home -- and lost in double overtime; a five-game crash-out in the covid-mandated Toronto bubble against the New York Islanders that ended the coaching tenure of Todd Reirden in 2020; a loss to Boston in 2021 in which the higher-seeded Caps won Game 1 and then didn't win again; a tough six-game loss to Presidents' Trophy-winning Florida in which Wilson blew out his knee in 2022; and then last year's sweep at the hands of the New York Rangers, against whom they were simply overmatched.

Spencer Carbery's Capitals are moving on. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


That's five tries to win even a single series -- and five failures. The assessment of how tough it is to win one of these things: "Extremely difficult," Carbery said, and he just laughed at the notion.
"Seven years it's been since we've won a series," said Carbery, in just his second season. "And we've been good teams -- even post-Cup -- there were some great teams. Just unfortunate. ... So I could feel it tonight."
They did it, though. They did it because they were the better team in the regular season and the better team in this series. It played out perfectly: an Ovechkin game-winner in overtime of Game 1; a taut Game 2 in which they got two quick goals in the second period and hung on; a knock-back in an absolutely insane environment in Montreal for Game 3; and then a response in Game 4, flipping a one-goal, third-period deficit into a 5-2 victory to take the series by the throat.
And then Wednesday night, when the Capitals methodically took apart the younger Canadiens. They did so by withstanding a frantic first half of the first period, when Montreal pressured them and could have led by a goal -- or two. The Canadiens didn't, because Thompson was at his close-the-garage-door best.
They did so because Ovechkin scored on yet another blistering shot in a career filled with them, a power-play tally off Strome's faceoff win. They did so because Chychrun buried a beautiful, cross-crease pass from Dubois later in the first, and because Wilson scored on the power play in the second to extend the lead to 3-0.
And they did it -- at home. It had been 10 years since the fans who fill this arena got to celebrate a series-clincher with all the red around them, back when Evgeny Kuznetsov buried the Islanders in Game 7.
This group, though, is different. When the final horn sounded, what was striking was the response: The Capitals didn't erupt in celebration but instead methodically congratulated each other.
Yes, the past seven years are littered with disappointments. But this group isn't those groups. And for these guys, there is more ahead.

(Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 
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The moments that shaped the Caps' first-round series win
The Capitals are moving on to face the Carolina Hurricanes in the Stanley Cup playoffs. Here's a quick look back at their first-round series.
By Scott Allen | 2025-05-01

The Capitals won Game 5 on Wednesday night, eliminating the Canadiens. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Capitals center Dylan Strome chuckled on Wednesday night, as he considered the question from Monumental Sports Network's Al Koken about when Washington's first-round playoff series with the Montreal Canadiens turned.
"What do you think?" a smiling Strome asked Koken during their postgame interview on Washington's bench, which was shown on the video board inside Capital One Arena after the Capitals advanced to the second round with a 4-1 win over the Canadiens in Game 5.
"I think it was maybe that big hit," Koken replied, referencing Tom Wilson's check on Montreal's Alexandre Carrier in Game 4, which led to the tying goal in the Capitals' eventual 5-2 win and became the biggest talking point of the series.
"I think you might be right," Strome said. " ... Tom makes a huge hit, we score right after, we have all the momentum, get one late and find a way to win it at home. So, I would say that was a big part of it."
Alex Ovechkin agreed, when asked the same question after Wednesday's win.
"You know my answer," the Capitals' captain said. "Game 4, third period, Tom Wilson."
It's hard to argue.
Brandon Duhaime scored the tying goal just 15 seconds after Wilson's hit on Carrier in the neutral zone. Washington scored the final four goals in Game 4 and then scored the first three goals in Wednesday's clincher.
"It's a momentum-changing play from a player that -- yeah, he's just a big part of our team, and those are the things that he can do," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said.
"I think we had control of the series from Game 1, which was great," Wilson said. "Obviously there's going to be ups and downs, but take Game 1, take Game 2, obviously a bit of a crazy Game 3 and then right back to business. There's ups and downs in a playoff series, but I think for the most part we were pretty focused, pretty diligent, and we went out and got the job done."
Here are three other moments that defined the first-round series.

Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals celebrate after Ovechkin's overtime goal in Game. (Nick Wass/AP Photo) 


As play-by-play man Sean McDonough noted on the ESPN broadcast, there are few things the NHL's newly minted all-time leading goal scorer has never done, and coming into this series, scoring an overtime winner in the playoffs was one of them. That changed in Game 1.
After Washington blew a two-goal lead in the final 10 minutes of regulation, Ovechkin, who opened the scoring with a power-play goal, rescued the Capitals with a career first 2:26 into overtime.
"A goal is a goal," the 39-year-old Ovechkin said after his 74th playoff tally. "It doesn't matter in the playoffs -- and especially it doesn't matter in OT -- it doesn't matter who scored."
Wayne Gretzky scored four overtime playoff goals in his career, which is tied with former Capitals great Dale Hunter for the fourth-most all-time. Joe Sakic holds the NHL record with eight.

Logan Thompson had a strong first-round series. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


With the exception of Game 3, when he allowed five goals before being helped off the ice after a scary collision with Strome, Thompson was brilliant in net for Washington. The goalie got the starting nod in Game 1 after missing the final seven games of the regular season with an upper-body injury and stopped 33 of 35 shots. In Game 2, he made 14 of his 25 saves in the third period, as the Canadiens turned up the pressure in an effort to even the series. Thompson's best stop that night, however, came with a bit of help.
With less than 13 minutes remaining and the Capitals clinging to a 2-1 lead, Canadiens winger Joel Armia fed a pass across the crease to Jake Evans, whose shot toward an open net deflected off the goal post and trickled away after appearing to graze Thompson's right pad.
"I didn't save it," Thompson said of the highlight-reel play. "It went off the post. I think I almost knocked it in."
But he didn't, and Washington maintained its 2-1 lead. Connor McMichael scored an empty-net goal in the final minute and the Capitals headed to Montreal with a 2-0 series lead.

Sam Montembeault left Game 3 with an injury and missed Games 4 and 5. (Eric Bolte/Imagn Images) 


Montembeault, the Canadiens' 28-year-old goalie, kept Montreal in Games 1 and 2 by stopping 58 of the Capitals' 63 shots on goal. After allowing two goals through the first 30 minutes of Game 3, he exited with an undisclosed injury and was replaced by rookie Jakub Dobes. Dobes, who became the third Canadiens goalie to earn a win in a relief appearance, started in place of Montembeault in Games 4 and 5. He made some impressive saves, but wasn't as effective as Montembeault was early in the series, and was outplayed by Thompson. Thompson avoiding serious injury and returning to the lineup in Game 4 was a huge boost for Washington.
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LeBron James to mull NBA future after Lakers' early exit from playoffs
The 40-year-old superstar said "I don't know" when asked after a first-round loss to the Timberwolves how many more seasons he plans to play.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-01

LeBron James and the Los Angeles Lakers were eliminated from the playoffs in the first round for the second consecutive season on Wednesday. (Abbie Parr/AP)


LOS ANGELES -- LeBron James's 22nd NBA season opened with a historic father-son moment and took a sharp turn thanks to a midseason blockbuster trade for Luka Doncic, but it ended abruptly Wednesday when the Los Angeles Lakers were eliminated from the playoffs by the Minnesota Timberwolves.
Minnesota completed its first-round series victory with a 103-96 victory over the Lakers in Game 5 at Crypto.com Arena. The defeat marked James's second straight first-round exit and the fourth time in the past five years that his Lakers have failed to advance to the conference semifinals. James finished with 22 points (on 9-for-21 shooting), seven rebounds and six assists in the deciding loss.
"Since my first NBA Finals appearance in 2007, the moment I got an opportunity to be a part of that and taste that feeling, from there on every season that I didn't make it to the Finals or didn't win a championship has been a disappointment," James said. "[This year] will be the same for me. It will be the same offseason of disappointment and unfulfillment. Nothing changes for me."
James, who turned 40 years old in December and has flirted with the possibility of retirement for several years, said he would mull his future this summer and answered "I don't know" when asked directly how many more seasons he planned to play. The four-time MVP has spent the past seven seasons with the Lakers and holds a $52.6 million player option for next season.
"I will sit down with my family, wife and my support group and talk through it and see what happens," James said. "Just have conversations with myself on how long I want to continue to play. I don't know the answer to that right now, to be honest. We'll see. ... It's a business, too. We don't know what the roster will look like next year, besides the guys who are locked into contracts. I mean, s---, I have a lot to think about myself. I don't know what the roster will look like. I don't know where I stand right now."
Though James showed his age at times against the Timberwolves, he averaged 24.4 points, 8.2 assists and 7.8 rebounds this season and earned his 21st consecutive all-star selection. On opening night, with MLB legends Ken Griffey Sr. and Ken Griffey Jr. in attendance, James took the court with his eldest son, Bronny, to become the first father-son teammate duo in NBA history. James said Wednesday the experience of playing with his son ranked "number one" on his list of career achievements.
After a rough patch in December, James recommitted to the defensive end and adjusted his offensive role to accommodate Doncic's arrival in February. The two superstars helped drive a late-season push that boosted Los Angeles to the Western Conference's No. 3 seed with a 50-32 record, but the Timberwolves' size and physicality proved to be too much for the undersized Lakers to handle.
The 26-year-old Doncic's arrival in a trade for Anthony Davis shifted James into a secondary scoring role, a move that could help extend his career. James is the NBA's all-time leader in points and minutes played, and he could surpass Robert Parish as the all-time leader in games played next season.
Doncic said he looked forward to having a full training camp and preseason to build rapport with James and Lakers guard Austin Reaves, while James noted that major midseason acquisitions are "always challenging" because they change the team's "whole dynamic."
"It's tough to get that chemistry on the court without any practices," Doncic said, bemoaning his short timeline to get acclimated to his new team before the playoffs.
James averaged 25.4 points, 9.0 rebounds and 5.6 assists in the playoffs and turned in a spectacular 38-point showing in a Game 3 loss, but he was called on to play heavy minutes as a small ball center by Lakers Coach JJ Redick and repeatedly faded as an offensive threat in late-game situations.
Nevertheless, James recognized Redick, his former podcast co-host, for having "a hell of a campaign for a rookie coach," noting the added degree of difficulty that comes with leading the big-market Lakers.
The swift loss to the Timberwolves made it clear the Lakers need to address the frontcourt hole created by Davis's departure, but James chose not to campaign for reinforcements. In a moment of levity after a deflating season-ending defeat, James recalled how Davis told ESPN in late January that the Lakers "needed another big" so that he could spend more time playing power forward. A few weeks later, the Lakers sent Davis to the Dallas Mavericks for Doncic.
"No comment," James quipped, when asked about Los Angeles's lack of size. "I'll never say that because my guy A.D. said what he needed, and he was gone the following week. I've got no comment."

Lakers stars LeBron James and Luka Doncic, who were united by a midseason trade, both said they still need more time to build their chemistry following their first-round playoff exit. (Kevin Jairaj/Imagn Images)
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Fan critically injured in fall from 21-foot wall at Pirates game 
Pittsburgh Public Safety said on Thursday that the "incident is being treated as accidental in nature."
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-05-01

A fan is carted off the field at PNC Park after falling from the right-field stands. (Gene J. Puskar/Associated Press)


A fan is listed in critical condition after falling roughly 21 feet onto the field Wednesday night during a Pittsburgh Pirates game at PNC Park.
The man, who has not been identified, lay motionless on the right-field warning track after falling from the Clemente wall in the bottom of the seventh inning just after Andrew McCutchen hit a two-run double to give the Pirates a 4-3 lead over the Chicago Cubs. Players in each dugout and personnel were waving frantically and pointing to the man, with Pirates and Cubs sprinting to him along with emergency personnel.
Pittsburgh Public Safety, which includes police and emergency services, wrote Thursday morning on X that the "incident is being treated as accidental in nature," adding that the "patient remains in critical condition." In a statement after the game, the team said the man had been taken to Allegheny General Hospital.
"We are all deeply saddened and truly heartbroken after the terrible accident that occurred last night," Pirates owner Bob Nutting said in the statement Thursday morning. "It was one of the most difficult moments many of us have ever experienced. We are devastated. Pirates baseball is a community, and our fans are like family. In times like these, we must come together, support one another, and keep him and his loved ones in our prayers. We also want to thank and appreciate the efforts of the first responders who rushed to his attention and provided him with compassionate care."
Graphic social media fan video of the fall showed the man, clad only in shorts, appearing to climb onto the railing in the front row of the 21-foot Clemente wall, which honors the late Pirates Hall of Famer Roberto Clemente. The fan was quickly taken from the field on a stretcher and play resumed, but players were shaken.
"I didn't see anything happen, but I saw the urgency on [manager Craig Counsell's] face when he came out on the field, and I could tell that it was a very scary moment," Chicago Cubs shortstop Dansby Swanson said. "All we could do was just pray for a good, strong recovery for him, just to be with him his family. I have never been part of something like that before and I hope I am never part of something like that again.
"It's definitely a humble reminder of the gratitude that we get to play this game. Folks obviously come out to support us, and they are a big reason why we are able to do what we do. It's obviously tough and puts things in perspective. Makes you want to tell everybody you love them and never take that for granted."
McCutchen wrote on X that he couldn't "help but think about that guy, his family and friends. I pray tonight for him. Let us think about his loved ones and hug our families a little tighter tonight. I hope he pulls through. May God Bless you all."
Pirates Manager Derek Shelton echoed McCutchen, saying, "Even though it's 350 feet away or whatever it is, the fact of how it went down and then laying motionless while the play is going on. I mean, Craig saw it. I saw it. We both got out there. ... It's extremely unfortunate. I mean, that's an understatement."
Fan falls at Major League Baseball parks have caused teams to rethink the height of guard rails at their stadiums. In 2011, Shannon Stone, a firefighter attending a game with his young son at the Texas Rangers' former stadium, died after falling from the stands while reaching for a foul ball. In 2015, Gregory K. Murrey flipped over the upper-deck rail at Turner Field in Atlanta. The Rangers raised the height of their rails and the Braves settled a lawsuit with Murrey's family.
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Bob Baffert's 12-1 long shot is primed to win the Kentucky Derby
The Kentucky Derby demands more than raw talent, and our handicapper says the No. 4 horse, Rodriguez, has the right mix to triumph at Churchill Downs.
By Neil Greenberg | 2025-05-01

Rodriguez is the pick to win the 151st Kentucky Derby. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


The Kentucky Derby demands more than raw talent. It rewards precision, adaptability and a perfect trip under peak pressure. With a full field of 20 horses, identifying the most likely winner requires separating underlying substance from surface-level hype. After a comprehensive review of each contender's strengths and weaknesses, No. 4 Rodriguez (12-1), trained by Bob Baffert and ridden by Mike Smith, emerges as the clear choice to win Saturday's race.
Rodriguez secured his spot in the Derby with a commanding front-running victory in the Grade II Wood Memorial at Aqueduct in early April. That also earned him his best Brisnet final speed figure (105) to date with Smith in the saddle for the first time.
"I knew that the New York race was going to be a perfect spot for him, but we've always thought he was a good horse," Baffert told Horse Racing Nation. "He's like his sire, Authentic. He's a free-running kind of horse. He looks happy, and that's all you can ask for."

Bob Baffert has two horses entered in the Kentucky Derby, which he has won six times. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images) 


Baffert is back at the Derby for the first time since 2021 following a suspension stemming from a failed drug test by Medina Spirit, and he appears in fine shape to win the Derby for the seventh time. Rodriguez's post position, No. 4, is conducive to the horse's early run style. Rodriguez prefers to race out to the front, and the inside post means he has no choice but to bolt to the front to avoid the oncoming crush of horses making their way to the rail.
To help label horses, analyst Bill Quirin introduced a system based on past performances at the first call, the one-quarter-mile mark in sprints and the one-half-mile mark in routes, or longer races. The running styles are denoted as front-runners (on the lead), stalkers (one or two lengths off the lead), pressers (more than two lengths off the lead at the first call) and closers (near the back of the pack). Of the nine front-running horses at this year's Derby, six are breaking from the first 10 posts, giving Rodriguez plenty of competition for the shortest trip possible inside. But he has an edge those other horses don't.
Flashing raw speed is one thing; the ability to carry that speed 11/4 miles for the first time is quite another. Rodriguez's pedigree is built for the demands of the Derby, blending speed, stamina and toughness. His aforementioned sire, Authentic, won the 2020 Kentucky Derby, and he's a grandson of Into Mischief, one of North America's top sires, renowned for producing elite, versatile runners. Into Mischief passes on tactical speed and resilience, key traits for handling the chaotic early stages of the Run for the Roses and the grueling stretch drive at Churchill Downs. On the dam side, Rodriguez descends from Cayala, a daughter of Cherokee Run, a Breeders' Cup Sprint champion who also sired durable routers such as War Pass (the 2007 champion 2-year-od colt) and Zanjero (who had 11 top-three finishes in graded stakes races).
I consider Rodriguez the best-suited contender, but there are two others who could offer enough value to be intriguing. To decide which are worthy to bet on, I use Marc Cramer's contender line as a guide. Cramer proposed ranking horses and assigning prefixed probabilities to them. If you think only one horse is a true contender, then you must demand even money or better to make a wager. Have two horses you like? Your top pick must be 2-1 or better, and your second choice must be 5-2 or better. Three contenders in the field would require at least 3-1 on your top choice, 9-2 on the second choice and 6-1 on the third choice. With that in mind, here are the other horses to consider in the win column if the odds warrant a wager.

Luxor Cafe has won four straight races in Japan. (Charlie Riedel/AP) 


This American Pharoah colt won four straight races in Japan after a slow start to his career, including impressive victories in the Hyacinth Stakes and Fukuryu Stakes. His dazzling final three-eighths in 36.6 seconds during the Fukuryu suggests he'll relish the Derby's 11/4-mile distance. Kentucky Derby winners typically finish the final three-eighths of a mile of their final prep race in 38 seconds or less.

Sandman's pedigree blends stamina and speed. (Charlie Riedel/AP) 


Sandman's pedigree, which includes sire Tapit (known for producing classic-distance runners), blends stamina and speed. Trained by Hall of Famer Mark Casse, the gray colt has evolved into a tactical, stalking threat, perfectly suited for the Derby's classic distance. With proven graded stakes form, continued development and ownership ties to 2017 Derby winner Always Dreaming, Sandman's profile fits the mold of a legitimate threat.
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Luka Doncic and the Lakers were a star-studded story. The first act fell flat.
After Doncic teamed up with LeBron James, Los Angeles had championship aspirations. Instead, the Lakers were run off the court by the Timberwolves in the first round of the NBA playoffs.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-01

Luka Doncic, LeBron James and the Los Angeles Lakers were considered championship contenders after Doncic joined the Lakers in a stunning February trade, but they flamed out in the first round of the NBA playoffs against the Minnesota Timberwolves. (Ronald Martinez/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- When the final credits rolled on the Los Angeles Lakers' season, there was no standing ovation, tearful outpouring of emotion or solemn moment of reflection. Somehow, the glitzy Lakers, who transfixed the basketball world by pairing Luka Doncic and LeBron James, fizzled out in the first round of the NBA playoffs, leaving an expectant audience in stunned silence.
Hollywood's movie critics would only need a dozen words to dismiss these Lakers: Starry cast, but the ending sucked. Didn't live up to the hype.
The Minnesota Timberwolves sent Doncic, James and the rest of the Lakers packing Wednesday night with a 103-96 Game 5 win at Crypto.com Arena that defied pre-series expectations. The Lakers were favored because they had bigger names, more experience, better late-game options and home-court advantage. They were also riding a major wave of momentum, and inflated expectations, after landing Doncic from the Dallas Mavericks in February thanks to a shocking blockbuster trade involving Anthony Davis.
But Los Angeles never recovered after dropping Game 1 at home, and Minnesota closed out the series with size, strength, hustle and just enough poise to make up for a dreadful shooting night. By the end, Doncic was coping with a back injury, James was shaking off a direct hit to his knee, and the rest of the undersized Lakers were left licking their wounds.
The Timberwolves punished the Davis-less Lakers on the glass, denied them easy scoring opportunities at the rim, and kept Doncic and James from consistently replicating the moments of offensive brilliance they displayed down the stretch of the regular season. In crunch time, Doncic and James were outplayed and outexecuted by the Timberwolves' balanced attack.
With Anthony Edwards, Julius Randle and Naz Reid all enjoying strong performances at various points of the series, Game 5 belonged to center Rudy Gobert, who posted playoff career highs with 27 points and 24 rebounds.
After scoring just 14 points in the first four games of the series combined, Gobert soared for dunks, scrapped for layups and consistently made the Lakers pay for their lack of a true center. And despite years of concerns that he was too slow-footed on the perimeter, Gobert held up very well when isolated against Doncic and James.
"[Gobert] is really big," Lakers Coach JJ Redick lamented. "Gobert is just bigger than everyone."

Timberwolves center Rudy Gobert finished with 27 points and 24 rebounds in Game 5 against the Lakers on Wednesday night.
(Harry How/Getty Images)


The Timberwolves' steady thumping led Redick to take increasingly desperate measures. In Game 4, Redick picked his favorite small ball lineup and didn't make a single substitution for the entire second half. In Game 5, he benched starting center Jaxson Hayes after an ineffective series. Then, in a truly stunning development, Redick inserted Maxi Kleber into his rotation with the season on the line, even though the backup center had been sidelined for more than three months with a foot injury. Nothing worked.
"We needed somebody to get rebounds," Lakers forward Rui Hachimura said. "Unfortunately, I'm not a [center]. I'm 6-foot-8."
Lakers forward Jarred Vanderbilt added: "[Minnesota] beat us to all the dirty work."
The Lakers, who won 50 games and climbed to the Western Conference's No. 3 seed with a late-season push, were supposed to counter the Timberwolves' beefy front line with beautiful perimeter playmaking and clutch shot-making. Unfortunately for them, Doncic battled a mid-series illness and never recaptured the ruthless control he exhibited over the Timberwolves in last year's Western Conference finals. James, consumed by major defensive responsibilities and a huge minutes load, largely deferred to Doncic on offense, especially as the series unfolded and the Lakers' supporting cast faded toward irrelevance. In hindsight, James peaked too early with a strong 38-point showing in Game 3.
"Any time you make a big acquisition in the middle of the season, it's always going to be challenging," said James, who averaged 25.4 points, 9.0 rebounds and 5.6 assists in the series. "Not only for me, but for [Lakers guard Austin Reaves] and the rest of the group. The whole dynamic changed when we made the acquisition with Luka. How can we change our approach to best fit his game? How can we center our game around his? There's times when it didn't look so well, but I think we kind of figured it out later in the season. I still don't think we had enough time to mesh."
Remarkably, the Timberwolves outscored the Lakers 127-85 in the fourth quarter during the five-game series. Los Angeles never scored more than 20 points in any of the final periods, and both Doncic and James were unable to find answers even with the season hanging in the balance. Doncic averaged 30.2 points, 7.0 rebounds and 5.8 assists in the series, but he shot 34.8 percent on three-pointers and committed four turnovers per game.
During a decisive stretch late in Game 5, James missed a midrange jumper, Doncic missed a three-pointer and James missed another three-pointer before Randle, Edwards and Mike Conley combined to put away the Lakers. Doncic never mustered the dagger three-pointers he uncorked against the Timberwolves to lead the Mavericks to the Finals.
While Dallas succeeded in covering up Doncic's defensive deficiencies until the Finals last season, he had nowhere to hide in Los Angeles. The Timberwolves hunted Doncic throughout the series, but particularly in the first and fourth quarters of Game 5. He repeatedly provided little resistance on drives and was late to cover perimeter shooters. This must have been what Nico Harrison, the oft-criticized general manager of the Mavericks, meant when he kept repeating his favorite mantra: "Defense wins championships."
Without traditional rim-protectors to limit the damage on the perimeter, the Lakers were left demoralized and exhausted by the Timberwolves' attacks. Minnesota led for virtually all of Game 5 despite shooting just 7 for 47 (14.9 percent) on three-pointers, easily its worst outside shooting performance of the season.
"Obviously, sadness," Doncic said in response to the Lakers' exit. "I didn't play the way I should. As a team, we didn't play the way we should. Mentally, I'm kind of exhausted with everything that happened [since the trade]. A lot of people won't believe me, but I am."
Doncic and James had less than three months to build chemistry before the playoffs, while Edwards, Gobert, Reid and several other Timberwolves rotation players benefited from their shared time together in last year's postseason.
"We played 13 games with our playoff rotation during the regular season," Redick said. "These things take time."
The Lakers will hope for a better sequel after a summer to rebalance the roster and more time for their superstars to jell. Doncic said he is already looking forward to being able to bond with James and Reaves during a full training camp and preseason, and he acknowledged it took him a while to learn how to play with Kyrie Irving, his former Mavericks co-star.
Considering the tight timeline created by Doncic's whirlwind arrival, it would be unfair to hold him to the Lakers' customary ring-or-bust standard. James, though, said the season was a "disappointment" because the Lakers didn't reach the Finals, which is the bar he has held himself to since reaching that stage for the first time in 2007.
Those lofty dreams of June basketball evaporated as Doncic and James trudged off the court Wednesday. The Lakers hadn't even pushed the Timberwolves all that hard, and their season was over in April. In their first playoff run together, two of basketball's most thrilling protagonists had failed to light up the screen.

Lakers Coach JJ Redick led Los Angeles to the No. 3 seed in the Western Conference in his first season at the helm, but he ran out of answers in the playoffs against the Timberwolves. (David Berding/Getty Images)
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An NBA star and the NFL's 144th pick offer two versions of humility
Giannis Antetokounmpo is a two-time NBA MVP. Shedeur Sanders is an NFL fifth-round pick. But they both know how to create memorable content.
By Candace Buckner | 2025-05-01

Shedeur Sanders and Giannis Antetokounmpo made headlines this week for different reasons. (Dustin Bradford and Stacy Revere/Getty Images) (Getty Images)


Shedeur Sanders reported to the gym Tuesday. And we all know that the 144th overall NFL draft pick went for a workout, because someone was recording Sanders as he walked inside a facility in Cleveland. And we also know, or at least strongly suspect, that micro-clip of Sanders will one day become a much longer video -- the kind of videos that fill his YouTube page and document his daily life. We know it's coming. What we don't know is which content creator/retired rapper/sixth-best incoming rookie quarterback will star in those clips.
Sanders, the personality exalted by his famous family and saturated with attention by a public that has grown even more fascinated with him?
Or Sanders, the athlete humbled by this draft experience?
The question of humility has followed Sanders since his slide into the third day of the NFL draft. It has been asked by those all too happy to offer hot takes on his humbling, but especially by those who are trying to fit Sanders into a narrative as a young and humble achiever. For some reason, many sports fans lionize humility as a necessary athletic ability, or at least a trait that makes an athlete seem more likable. This ignores the fact that many of us have played a game or a sport at some point in our lives, and only the most self-confident become the kind of sports icons after whom we would name our children.
Still, there is something alluring about humility. It draws attention even in an age when a college athlete (such as Sanders) will engage in trash talk by showing off a diamond-encrusted watch valued at $70,000. Or when a leader of a locker room (Sanders again) will mock a former teammate by claiming to not remember him. In the smog of a sports culture where brashness and bravado tend to break through and grab our attention, there's still space for the quiet of humility.
That space could be found somewhere between the fifth-round draft pick going for a workout while also providing content for his socials and the NBA superstar sharing his stream-of-consciousness thoughts after a brutal season-ending loss. The same day Sanders revealed to his 2.4 million Instagram followers that he had touched down in Cleveland, Giannis Antetokounmpo and his Milwaukee Bucks crumbled in spectacular fashion in Game 5 of their first-round series against the Indiana Pacers.
The night should've been celebrated as the best of the 2025 playoffs, with Pacers point guard Tyrese Haliburton scoring the winning layup in overtime. Instead, it will be remembered for the feisty interaction between Antetokounmpo and John Haliburton, Tyrese's father. Instead of simply delighting in his son, John, a middle-aged man who should know better, chose to stand in front of Antetokounmpo, waving a flag bearing his son's face and taunting him.
Antetokounmpo already has proved to be excellent in basketball, winning a championship and two MVP awards, but clearly he's an expert in the art of self-control since he never snatched that flag -- nor John Haliburton's soul. Rather, Antetokounmpo showed great restraint -- and then dominance, lowering his forehead to John's forehead and conversing in a way that compelled security guards to gather around to pry him away.
After the game, Antetokounmpo spoke for several minutes about the incident. His delivery was much more powerful than how his words appear on the transcript as he shared a lesson about humility in winning -- and in life.
"My dad used to come in the family room and was the most respectful person ever. When you come from nothing and you've worked your whole life to sell stuff in the street and your whole life you'll be scared of the police of deporting you and sending you back to your country, you have to protect your kids with all means. You create this mentality of being humble your whole life," he said.
"To not kind of disrespect anybody, not make the tension high, the emotions high, so anybody can, you know, snitch on you, say something bad about you. So when he came here I remembered, I was like: 'Dad, why are you so humble? Why are you going to the family room? You don't even say a word. You sit in the back. Why, why, why are you like that?' 'Don't worry, don't worry about it. Don't worry.' That's how I grew up. That's what I had around."
Antetokounmpo's childhood mirrored the experiences of so many immigrants -- needing to stay invisible while yearning to feel seen. To lay low from nosy neighbors who might ask too many questions about legal status, or from government officials who have the power to deport a dream. But also to stand out in a chosen profession so that, maybe one day, they can live life in the open.
Antetokounmpo's father, Charles, raised him that way, to stay as close to the fringes as possible. And even as Antetokounmpo defied the odds -- the skinny Nigerian kid who once sold cheap watches on the streets of Athens becoming the bedrock of an American sports franchise -- his father reverted to his old reflexes. Head down, stay humble.
While this could be seen as dehumanizingly subservient, Antetokounmpo wasn't trying to praise this approach as the only right way. And good luck still casting Giannis as that meek, aw-shucks immigrant with the way he shimmies, screams and commemorates his own greatness. However, the reaction to his speech proved just how unfamiliar humility -- the quiet kind -- can be in today's sports landscape. That is why it feels odd, if not naive, to wonder whether last weekend's NFL draft -- after which Sanders hosted a party featuring Kodak Black, CeeDee Lamb, Dak Prescott and others -- effectively humbled the year's most famous fifth-rounder.
Shedeur is the son of Deion Sanders, and while still a boy, his father made him work on his autograph. Charles Antetokounmpo raised his son to stay low; Deion taught his to sign footballs. The kid had no choice but to think highly of himself. And as he gained his own prominence, Shedeur's genius has been understanding how to capitalize on his last name, as well as his right arm. With that winning, hereditary combination, he has learned that in this content economy, confidence, no matter how excessive, is valued more than an accurate 10-yard completion.
But Tuesday, an NFL draft pick and an NBA global star created some shareable content. One used his platform to deliver a lesson in lowliness, while the other showed the world that he went to the gym.
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Caps take Game 5, eliminate Canadiens and advance in Stanley Cup playoffs
The Capitals move on to meet the Carolina Hurricanes in the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs.
By Bailey Johnson | 2025-05-01

Brandon Duhaime celebrates his goal Wednesday. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


This time, the Washington Capitals didn't need any heroics.
In Game 1 of their first-round Stanley Cup playoff series against the Montreal Canadiens, their hero was captain Alex Ovechkin in overtime. In Game 2, it was goaltender Logan Thompson in the third period. In Game 4, the big moments were a series-altering hit by Tom Wilson and a late game-winner from Andrew Mangiapane.
But on Wednesday night in Game 5, Washington turned in a calm, assured performance from start to finish, earning a 4-1 win that sent it to the second round for the first time since 2018. Washington next faces the Carolina Hurricanes; the start date for the series has not been announced, but the first two games will be at Capital One Arena.

The Capitals move on to face the Carolina Hurricanes. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images) 


Thompson made 28 saves for the Capitals; he finished the series with a 4-1 record, a .923 save percentage and a 2.23 goals against average. Jakub Dobes stopped 24 shots for Montreal; he took over as the starter in the final two games after Sam Montembeault was injured in Game 3.
"We knew it was going to be the toughest game of the series to win," center Pierre-Luc Dubois said. "We knew that it would have to be our best. I thought we played really well. It never goes 100 percent your way through 60 minutes, and when that happens, you've got to fall back on your principles, on your system, on LT. He was great tonight once again. Power play and [penalty kill] did a great job. On to the next one."
Washington came out on fire but quickly cooled off after not scoring on the first handful of shifts. Montreal seized the opportunity to put the Capitals on their heels as the game took a sloppy turn in the opening minutes.
"I could feel we were tight tonight," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. "We were tight. It didn't feel comfortable. You could see it with some of the decisions, some puck touches."
Dubois was whistled for interference just 7:06 in, giving the Canadiens a look with the power play that had given Washington fits throughout the series. But the Capitals killed off that man advantage before it was cut short by a penalty on Juraj Slafkovsky for slashing winger Brandon Duhaime.
The teams played at four-on-four for 32 seconds, and then Washington had its own try on the man advantage.
Three seconds after their power play began, Rasmus Sandin fired a shot from the right wing that was blocked by Alexandre Carrier and went up into the netting. The stoppage gave Washington an offensive-zone faceoff five seconds into its power play, and the top unit of forwards Dylan Strome, Ovechkin and Wilson, with defensemen Jakob Chychrun and John Carlson, came over the boards.
Strome lined up in the right-side dot for a draw against Montreal's Christian Dvorak. He won it cleanly back to Ovechkin, who waited at the edge of the circle for his window. The moment the puck arrived on Ovechkin's stick, he one-timed it past Dobes; only one second elapsed between Strome's faceoff win and Ovechkin's tally.
"He was outstanding the whole series, scoring huge goals," Carbery said. "Tonight is a prime example. When you are tight and you're trying to settle into your game, to get that first goal is huge."

"I could feel we were tight tonight," Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Chychrun doubled Washington's lead less than three minutes later. Dubois corralled the puck behind the net and worked his way to the right side of the ice, then spotted Chychrun coming down the left side with speed and a lane to the net. Dubois slipped a cross-ice pass through skates and sticks, landing it on Chychrun's blade, and the defenseman found enough space to convert on a sharp-angle finish next to the post.
"Me and him have had a nice little connection most of the year," Chychrun said. "I know he's a high-end player that wants to make plays, and I just try to find seams for him. I try to get open. That was just a play where I exploited an opening and he made a heck of a pass."

Jakob Chychrun scored in the first period Wednesday. (Nick Wass/AP Photo) 


The Capitals went back on the penalty kill late in the period when Duhaime was called for roughing Montreal's Kaiden Guhle. The Canadiens threatened with possession and snapped the puck around the offensive zone but recorded just one shot on goal, a slap shot from Cole Caufield that Thompson stopped.
Forward Connor McMichael narrowly missed making it 3-0 on a breakaway late in the period; Dobes just got his left pad extended to block the sliver of a window he had left open.

Logan Thompson made 28 saves for Washington. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The second period was rather tepid for both teams. Washington kept pushing, taking advantage of the chances that came its way without getting overly aggressive to stretch its lead. Montreal displayed some of the aggression expected from a team with its season on the line -- a three-on-one shorthanded rush is the kind of decision only a team with minutes left in its year makes -- but put just six shots on Thompson in the period.
"I felt good today," Thompson said. "I think the team did a good job of letting me see it. There wasn't many pucks that I didn't see tonight. Credit to the group in front of me for making my life a little easier."
Wilson, whose hit on Carrier in Game 4 changed the tenor of the game for Washington and directly sparked the game-winning rally, scored on the power play with 3:01 left in the middle frame to give the Capitals the 3-0 lead they had been seeking. Carlson picked up the puck behind the net for a wraparound attempt that Dobes stopped, but Wilson was waiting for the loose puck and jammed it home.
Montreal got on the board just 2:40 into the third period as a centering feed from Joel Armia deflected off defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk's stick at the net front amid a battle with Montreal's Emil Heineman. Heineman got credit for the goal.
The Capitals took their foot off the gas with third-period leads in Game 1 and Game 2. They didn't quite do the same in Game 5, but in the face of the Canadiens' last-ditch efforts to keep their season alive, they spent much of the period in their defensive zone.
Washington didn't, though, appear to be clinging on by its fingertips the way it did earlier in the series. The defensive structure was steady and focused as the Capitals largely kept Montreal to the perimeter.
"There was going to be a push, for sure. Their season's on the line," Dubois said. "But at times when momentum shifts to the other side, it can't just collapse. You have to defend well. You have to get pucks out. Slow the game down at times, and then the goalie has to be good. LT was great for us tonight. The D, I thought, played well. Wingers got pucks out, and that was the difference."

Capitals forwards Alex Ovechkin and Tom Wilson spoke to the media after advancing to the second round of the playoffs with a win over Montreal on April 30.


The Canadiens couldn't possess the puck long enough to pull Dobes for an extra attacker until there were just over three minutes left.
With 1:36 left, Thompson made a glove save on Nick Suzuki with a dramatic flourish to end the Canadiens' longest offensive-zone shift of the game. Montreal called a timeout to discuss its plans.
But the push in the final minutes was far too late to save the Canadiens from elimination, and with 26 seconds left, Duhaime slammed the puck into the empty net to send Washington to the second round.
"Our organization, we haven't won a series since 2018. Seven years it's been since we won a series," Carbery said. "... Hopefully that, getting over that hump, winning the first round [will let us take] a little bit of a deep breath. We know the opponent that we're going to face in the next round very, very well. Very, very familiar with them. Hopefully we can take a little bit of a deep breath now that we got over that hump."

(Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 
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Josh Bell's struggles are getting loud as Nationals' offense stays quiet
Signed to a one-year deal to address the team's glaring DH issues, he is among baseball's worst hitters as calendar turns to May.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-05-01

Bryce Harper scores a fifth-inning run during Wednesday's 7-2 win over the Nationals. (Bill Streicher/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


PHILADELPHIA -- Josh Bell stepped out of the right-handed batter's box, adjusted his gloves and took a moment to slow things down in the fifth inning Wednesday night. With two on and two out and the Washington Nationals facing a two-run deficit, Bell represented the go-ahead run against Philadelphia Phillies left-hander Cristopher Sanchez. But the pause couldn't get him, or the Nationals' offense, back on track in a 7-2 loss at Citizens Bank Park.
Bell swung over an ankle-high changeup -- a pitch that, looking back, Bell said he should have been looking for from Sanchez in that count -- and looked up at the scoreboard, which by game's end would display his batting average at .137. Bell also flied out with runners on second and third in the third. On a night when Phillies designated hitter Kyle Schwarber got the Phillies started with a three-run homer in the first, the Nationals' lack of production from their DH spot was all the more glaring.
"It's tough now knowing how good this team is, knowing how good this offense is, and knowing that if I'm hitting .200 at this point, I think we're over a .500 team," Bell said. "I take that personally. I know that I have some work to do. But hopefully I can make up for it here and there."
The Phillies tagged Nationals starter Jake Irvin for a season-high six runs across six innings. The right-hander allowed eight hits and three walks and struck out two.
The Nationals (13-18) signed Bell to a one-year, $6 million contract this offseason, hoping he was the answer for their woes at the position. Thus far, Bell ranks second-to-last in batting average and seventh-to-last in OPS among qualified batters. He has four homers, but productive at-bats have been few and far between. He has been working on posture, positioning and getting a bit more strength behind the balls he elevates.
"If I can hit the balls in the air at 101 [mph] and up, I'll be in a good place," Bell said. "But it seems like most of the balls I'm hitting in the air are under that, 95 to 96 mph. So I got to make a change here soon. Hopefully it starts tomorrow."
Schwarber, on the other hand, is a big reason the Phillies have accumulated 10.6 Wins Above Replacement (per FanGraphs) from their designated hitters, the second most in baseball, since he signed with Philadelphia in 2022. In that same span, the Nationals have given 11 players at least 50 plate appearances at DH. Since the start of 2022, the Nationals have gotten negative-4.2 WAR out of their DHs,  second worst in baseball. That includes James Wood, who has been worth 0.5 WAR as a designated hitter in four games this season.
The Nationals had a few internal options heading into the winter. But Andres Chaparro is still recovering from a left oblique injury, and Juan Yepez has a .506 OPS at Class AAA Rochester. The big stars at the position -- Marcell Ozuna and Schwarber -- are free agents after this season.
Bell, a stabilizing presence in the clubhouse, has been streaky throughout his career, a fact Manager Dave Martinez reiterates as Bell's slump continues. Last year, Bell had a .554 OPS in March and April with the Miami Marlins, then had a .831 OPS in May.
"We got to get him in the zone," Martinez said. "He hit one ball really good to right field today -- the ball was up in the zone. So we just got to get him to relax a little bit and stop chasing."
But he has 31 at-bats with runners in scoring position, the second most on the team, and has just five hits. Bell, though, hasn't been alone in his woes with runners in scoring position. The Nationals went 1 for 5 with runners in scoring position Wednesday, with Nathaniel Lowe's two-out double serving as the only production as they fell behind early.
"We're playing catch-up a lot," Martinez said.
The Phillies strung together three singles in the fourth, with Bryson Stott's two-out knock giving them a 4-1 lead. Nick Castellanos added an RBI single in the fifth, and Max Kepler hit a solo shot to lead off the sixth. By then, Irvin's fastball was down in the high 80s.
"Definitely something in the energy system that's a little messed up, needs a little tweaking right now," Irvin said. "Back to the drawing board tomorrow. But definitely not the best fastball today."
Irvin pitched well in his previous three starts, but his arsenal wasn't working against the Phillies (17-13). And the Nationals' struggling bullpen wrote another tough chapter when J.T. Realmuto took Eduardo Salazar deep in the eighth. Washington's bullpen has a 7.43 ERA at the month's close, more than two runs higher than any other team in baseball.
Note: Nationals batting practice pitcher James Frisbie was recovering at a Philadelphia-area hospital after collapsing while throwing batting practice before Wednesday's game. Several people called out for paramedics and turned him over on his back. Paramedics quickly arrived on the scene, placed Frisbie on a stretcher and removed him from the field.
Martinez said after the game that Frisbie was coherent and feeling better. "Just waiting on the results. We'll see what they are, and hopefully everything is okay," Martinez said.
The Nationals ended batting practice early and pulled the entire team off the field. Players and coaches were visibly shaken up. Frisbie, 52, joined the Nationals in 2023. He previously held the same role with the Detroit Tigers and managed in the Independent League.
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Mariano Rivera added to lawsuit alleging sexual abuse linked to his church
Mariano Rivera's wife, listed as a senior pastor at the church they founded, was also added as a named defendant.
By Des Bieler | 2025-05-01

An attorney for Mariano Rivera, shown in 2021, and his wife said in January they were being "targeted by false allegations." (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)


Former New York Yankees star Mariano Rivera and his wife were added to a lawsuit alleging that after a young girl who belonged to a church they founded was sexually assaulted, they sought to keep her story quiet and failed to protect her from further assaults.
The lawsuit was first filed in January against the Riveras' church, Refuge of Hope (a.k.a. Refugio de Esperanza), plus a limited liability company associated with a home owned by the Riveras where one of the assaults was alleged to have taken place. An amended complaint, filed Friday in Westchester County, New York, replaced the LLC with the longtime closer and his wife, Clara, as named defendants.
The amended filing was otherwise similar to the original one, plaintiff's attorney Adam Horowitz told ESPN. The complaint alleges that the girl, said to have been born in 2007 and identified by a pseudonym in the filing, attended services at Refuge of Hope. A website for the church says it was founded in 2009 at the Riveras' home before its growth led to the acquisition of a former Presbyterian church in New Rochelle, New York. Clara Rivera is listed as its senior pastor.
An attorney reported to be representing the Riveras, Joseph A. Ruta, did not immediately respond Wednesday evening to a request for comment. In January, Ruta told the Associated Press that the Riveras were being "targeted by false allegations."
According to the lawsuit, Clara Rivera recommended to the girl's mother in or around 2018 that the girl attend a summer internship at Ignite Life Center, a church located in Gainesville, Florida. Refuge of Hope was said to have paid for the expenses associated with the internship, which had a provision that children in the program reside at Ignite Life Center without parental supervision. While there, per the lawsuit, the girl was sexually abused by another female internship attendee, then also a minor, who was described as "a much older camper" who also attended Refuge of Hope. When a phone call from the girl to her mother led the latter to be concerned for her daughter's safety, per the lawsuit, the mother contacted Clara Rivera, who promised to investigate. Clara and Mariano Rivera were said to have traveled from New York to Florida to see the girl at Ignite Life Center.
According to the lawsuit, the Riveras then "each separately isolated and intimidated [the girl] to remain silent about her negative experiences at the summer internship, including her abuse ... to avoid causing trouble" for their church and for the Ignite Life internship.
When the summer camp ended, with the girl's mother allegedly having been assured by the Riveras that her daughter was in no danger, the girl and the older camper were said to have returned to New York to attend Refuge of Hope. Later in the summer of 2018, a barbecue was held by the church at a property then owned by the Riveras in Rye, New York. The event was said to have been provided for children from the church, with at least some of their parents not invited.
The older camper again abused the girl at the barbecue, per the lawsuit, engaging in acts that would "constitute a sexual offense" under New York's penal code. The Riveras "failed to inform [the girl's] parents of the risk of harm" the host couple knew or should have known was posed at the barbecue by the older camper, the complaint stated.
The girl was also sexually abused in 2021, according to the lawsuit, by an adult male who served as a youth leader at Refuge of Hope. He was said to have subsequently forced her to "engage in graphic electronic communications of a sexual nature for several months" before the girl's mother learned of it and confronted him. Others associated with the church knew or should have known, per the lawsuit, that the man "had a propensity to engage in sexual misconduct with children he encountered by virtue of his leadership role ... yet they took no action" to protect the girl.
Horowitz told the Associated Press in January that while the girl and her mother filed police reports in New York and Florida following the episodes of alleged abuse, he was not aware of any criminal charges having been brought against the Riveras or their church. Ignite Life Center settled three lawsuits last year, according to Florida public media outlet WUFT, that alleged the church enabled and covered up incidents of sexual abuse of minors.
Rivera, 55, played for the Yankees from 1995 until his retirement in 2013 and helped the team win five World Series titles. Widely regarded as the best relief pitcher ever, he became the first player unanimously elected to baseball's Hall of Fame.
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NFL fines Falcons, assistant coach for roles in Shedeur Sanders prank call
Falcons defensive coordinator Jeff Ulbrich's son was involved in a prank call made to Shedeur Sanders during the NFL draft.
By Mark Maske | 2025-04-30

Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders received a prank call during the NFL draft before being selected in the fifth round Saturday by the Browns. (Jeff Roberson/AP) 


The NFL fined the Atlanta Falcons and their defensive coordinator, Jeff Ulbrich, a total of $350,000 for their roles in allowing Ulbrich's son to access the draft contact phone number of quarterback Shedeur Sanders for a prank call.
The league fined the Falcons $250,000 and Ulbrich $100,000 for failing to prevent the disclosure of confidential information distributed to the team in advance of last week's draft. The team said it accepted the penalties.
"We appreciate the NFL's swift and thorough review of last week's data exposure and the event that transpired due to it," the Falcons said in a statement. "We were proactive in addressing the situation internally and cooperated fully with the league throughout the process, and accept the discipline levied to Coach Jeff Ulbrich and the organization. We are confident in our security policies and practices and will continue to emphasize adherence to them with our staff whether on or off premises. Additionally, the Ulbrich family is working with the organization to participate in community service initiatives in relation to last week's matter."
Ulbrich said at a news conference Wednesday that he wanted to apologize publicly to Sanders and his family and to the Falcons.
"My actions of not protecting confidential data were inexcusable," Ulbrich said. "My son's actions were absolutely inexcusable. And for that, we are both deeply sorry. The NFL has taken action, and I fully respect the punishment. We take full responsibility, my son and myself. ... Going forward, I promise my son and I will work hard to demonstrate we are better than this."
Ulbrich said he was "obviously not happy and shocked" when he learned what had occurred.
"I made the Falcons aware of the situation," Ulbrich said. "And then our next course of action was to try to get hold of the Sanders family so we could apologize ... which we were able to do. The Sanders family, Shedeur and Coach [Deion] Sanders, were amazingly gracious -- more gracious than they needed to be in a moment like this."
Ulbrich will not appeal the fine, he said.
"It's something that I brought upon myself and my son brought upon himself," Ulbrich said. "So it's one of those things where we've got to ... take this on the chin. And we absolutely are doing that and taking full responsibility. And I'm hopeful we'll grow and be better because of it."
The NFL continues to look into prank calls made to other players during the draft but those calls were unrelated to the prank call made to Sanders in which Ulbrich's son was involved, a person familiar with the deliberations said Wednesday. The NFL believes roughly six or seven prank calls were made during the draft to players, including Penn State tight end Tyler Warren and Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord. Warren was chosen by the Indianapolis Colts with the 14th pick Thursday. McCord was selected by the Philadelphia Eagles in the sixth round Saturday.
The draft contact numbers of about 40 players -- including those in attendance at the draft venue in Green Bay, Wisconsin, and those participating virtually such as Sanders -- were distributed to teams' general managers, head coaches and personnel directors in memos marked confidential, according to the person with knowledge of the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the process is not public. It was at the discretion of the teams whether the phone numbers would be shared beyond GMs, head coaches and personnel directors. Thus, the Falcons were held responsible for Sanders's number being shared with Ulbrich and then being improperly accessed.
The Falcons said Sunday that Jax Ulbrich, the 21-year-old son of Ulbrich, accessed Sanders's contact number for the draft "off an open iPad" while visiting home and "wrote the number down to later conduct a prank call."
Ulbrich, who was hired by the Falcons in January following a 12-game stint last season as the New York Jets' interim coach, was not aware of the data exposure or the prank until after it occurred, the Falcons said Sunday.
A video of the incident posted to social media showed a caller, with another person seated nearby, impersonating New Orleans Saints General Manager Mickey Loomis and telling Sanders, "We're going to take you with our next pick right here, man." After Sanders responded, the caller said, "But you're going to have to wait a little bit longer, man."
Sanders, widely projected to be a first-round choice, went unpicked Thursday and Friday. The Cleveland Browns selected Sanders with the sixth pick of Saturday's fifth round, the 144th choice.
Jax Ulbrich issued a public apology Sunday on social media in which he wrote that he had made "a tremendous mistake" and called his actions "completely inexcusable, embarrassing and shameful." He thanked Sanders for "accepting my call earlier today" and added, "I hope you can find it in your heart to forgive me."
Sanders said during a conference call with reporters Saturday that the prank call "didn't really have [an] impact on me" and added: "Of course I feel like it was a childish act. But everybody [does] childish things here and there."
Browns Coach Kevin Stefanski said during a news conference Saturday that prank calls "happened a lot" to players who were in the draft's green room, waiting to be selected.
"So it's silly," he said. "But onward and upward."
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John Elway's business partner, former agent dies after golf cart incident
The Riverside County Sheriff's Office said in a statement that it is investigating the death of Jeff Sperbeck, who fell from a cart reportedly driven by Elway.
By Glynn A. Hill | 2025-05-01

The incident reportedly occurred after John Elway, his business partner and their wives attended the Stagecoach music festival Saturday. (David Zalubowski/AP)


Hall of Fame quarterback John Elway's business partner and former agent died Wednesday, according to the Riverside County coroner in California, after suffering injuries that were the result of falling from a golf cart. According to TMZ, Jeff Sperbeck fell from a cart driven by Elway and hit his head on the ground. Sperbeck was 62.
After attending the Stagecoach music festival in Indio, California, earlier Saturday, Elway, Sperbeck and their wives were leaving a post-event party when the incident occurred on a private golf course about 10 miles southwest in La Quinta.
TMZ reported that Elway immediately called 911 and that Sperbeck was unconscious but breathing when paramedics arrived and later transported him to a Palm Springs hospital. Sperbeck was put on life support, per the report, which said there was no indication Elway was driving negligently when the incident occurred. Sperbeck was declared dead early Wednesday morning.
"I am absolutely devastated and heartbroken by the passing of my close friend, business partner and agent Jeff Sperbeck," Elway said later on Wednesday in a statement shared with ESPN. "There are no words to truly express the profound sadness I feel with the sudden loss of someone who has meant so much to me. My heart and deepest sympathies go out to Jeff's wife, Cori; his children Carly, Sam and Jackson; and everyone who knew and loved him. Jeff will be deeply missed for the loyalty, wisdom, friendship and love he brought into my life and the lives of so many others."
The Riverside County Sheriff's Office said in a statement to The Washington Post that it was informed of the incident Monday and has opened an investigation.
"The investigation is ongoing, and no further details are available. A press release will be issued in the future," the statement said.
Elway, 64, announced his retirement in 1999 after 16 seasons with the Denver Broncos and later served in executive roles for the team. He won two Super Bowls as a player and one as the Broncos' general manager. A 2004 Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee, Elway founded 7Cellars winery with Sperbeck in 2015.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Mystics first-round pick Georgia Amoore suffers ACL injury in practice
The team announced the rookie's injury Wednesday but did not provide a timeline for her return.
By Kareem Copeland | 2025-04-30

Washington Mystics guard Georgia Amoore is shown at the team's media day Monday. The Mystics announced Wednesday that she suffered a right ACL injury in practice Tuesday. (Hannah Foslien For The Washington Post) 


The Washington Mystics lost first-round draft pick Georgia Amoore for the foreseeable future after the guard suffered a right ACL injury in practice Tuesday. The team announced the injury Wednesday but did not offer details or a timeline for her return.
"Amoore and the team will examine treatment and rehabilitation options and provide an update as appropriate," the Mystics' statement said.
Amoore was the sixth pick in the April 14 draft. The 5-foot-6 point guard from Australia averaged career highs in points (19.6) and assists (6.9) in her final collegiate season at Kentucky after playing the previous four years at Virginia Tech. The Mystics started training camp Sunday and practiced Monday and Tuesday before having a day off Wednesday. Their first preseason game is Saturday at Indiana.
"Georgia just fills the building with energy," Coach Sydney Johnson said after Tuesday's practice without mentioning the injury.
The two-time all-American was expected to compete with Jade Melbourne and Sug Sutton to start at point guard. Johnson has repeatedly talked about the Mystics' need to stay healthy, and Amoore's is the first serious injury the team has suffered.
Amoore, 24, was one of the Mystics' three first-round picks as they restructured their roster. Notre Dame guard Sonia Citron was selected third, and USC forward Kiki Iriafen went fourth.
"Georgia has a lot of great assets," Mystics General Manager Jamila Wideman said Monday at media day. "I would name her brain as well, but I would name it as just one of them. What we've seen her show up and do is to be incredibly prepared to participate and really listen intently. She is really, really communicative with her teammates, and she's also come in with a sense of humility. She's come in and wanted to listen to our vets, learn from their experience, try to get a sense of the other players that are on the floor with her and find her spots to be present and vocal."
Mystics center Stefanie Dolson also praised Amoore at media day, saying the newcomer didn't act like a rookie. Dolson said Amoore was the first to answer questions from Johnson and didn't look like a rookie on the court, either.
"She impressed me from day one in terms of her confidence," Dolson said. "When the coach asked questions during practice, she was the first one to answer every time -- answering things I didn't even know were a thing. ... It takes a lot to speak up on things that you don't know if they are true or right or wrong."
Amoore spoke Monday about the increased physicality of the WNBA level, calling it a "grown woman's league." That was the biggest question about her as a prospect: At 5-6, how would she physically hold up? After the draft, Amoore said she wasn't concerned and noted she has always found a way to succeed despite being relatively small.
Amoore has played with and against Melbourne, a fellow Aussie, for years. The guards were excited to be playing together again, and Melbourne was quick to mention the energy her countrywoman brings to the floor.
"Georgia was always the leader when we played together," Melbourne said Monday. "And she's actually older than me and now she's calling me a vet, so it's just strange. It feels wrong calling her a rookie. It's awesome to just have a really good friend. I think we can bounce off each other. ... Just the fact that we're both here is crazy. It's a full-circle moment."
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She finished a marathon in her wedding gown to honor her late husband
Laura Coleman-Day ran the last three miles of the London Marathon in her wedding dress on what would've been her sixth wedding anniversary.
By Kyle Melnick | 2025-05-01

Laura Coleman-Day ran the last three miles of the London Marathon in her wedding dress. (Chloe Morgan)


With about three miles remaining in the London Marathon, Laura Coleman-Day jogged off the road and onto a median -- but not because she was tired.
Her friends were waiting, holding the ivory wedding dress Coleman-Day had worn on the same day six years earlier, the day her husband Xander told her she looked beautiful in it.
She pulled the dress over her sweaty running clothes and jumped back on the course to finish the marathon in honor of Xander, who died in February 2024 of a complication from stem-cell transplants.
The dress stretched about a foot past Coleman-Day's blue running shoes, so she held up the front and a friend held the train until they crossed the finish line Sunday.
Then Coleman-Day, 34, broke down in tears. Not only did wearing the dress make her feel connected to Xander, she said, but she had also finished her 12th marathon in 12 months as part of a fundraiser for a British stem-cell transplant charity.
"The challenge has brought me through the worst year of my life," Coleman-Day told The Washington Post.
About a decade ago, Coleman-Day, living with her parents, met Xander, who served in the Royal Air Force, near a military base in Northumberland, England. The couple married April 27, 2019, in a Harry Potter-themed wedding in a stone barn in Chipping Norton, a town in Oxfordshire, England.

Laura Coleman-Day and Xander got married on April 27, 2019 in Oxfordshire, England. (Nikki Watkins/Nikki Watkins Photo and Film)


Coleman-Day said she could always find Xander in a crowd by listening for his loud and infectious laugh. He enjoyed birdwatching in his garden in Lincolnshire, and he was especially excited when he spotted his favorite birds, magpies and hoopoes.
But that excitement hardly matched Xander's joy when he learned Coleman-Day was pregnant in February 2021, Coleman-Day said. They had their son, Amos, eight months later.
The next year, Xander was often sick and experiencing night sweats. Coleman-Day said she thought Xander had a cold until September 2022, when he was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, a cancer that occurs when the bone marrow produces too many immature white blood cells.
Xander beat the cancer three months later through chemotherapy, and he underwent a stem cell transplant in January 2023 to try to prevent the cancer from returning. He found a donor through Anthony Nolan, a British charity with a stem cell registry.
But Xander became sick again in June 2023. His liver and kidneys deteriorated, Coleman-Day said, and he was diagnosed with graft-versus-host disease, when transplanted donor cells attack the recipient's tissues.

Laura Coleman-Day with her husband, Xander, and son, Amos. (Laura Coleman-Day)


In the following months, Coleman-Day started planning a marathon project to raise money for Anthony Nolan. Coleman-Day said she wasn't much of a runner, but the hobby helped clear her mind while Xander was sick.
Her plans were sidelined when Xander, 36, died in February 2024, Coleman-Day said.
Coleman-Day said she initially was in denial but soon felt anger that Xander had died before he could watch Amos grow up. She wanted something good to come from Xander's death, so she restarted her marathon fundraiser "in the hope [Anthony Nolan's] research into GvHD will help save future daddy's and mummy's," she wrote.
She scheduled the first of her 12 marathons for May 2024, but she harbored doubts that she could run every race. Suddenly a single mother, Coleman-Day found family members to watch Amos when she went for training runs, or she ran miles on her treadmill after putting Amos to sleep.
In a green singlet and Brooks Glycerin GTS sneakers, Coleman-Day ran marathons through scorching heat, freezing temperatures, rain, strong winds and mud. She wanted to quit during each race, but after finishing, Coleman-Day said she felt a "high" that helped her through her grief.
She was shocked that strangers were donating to her fundraiser, which has now received more than $23,000.

Laura Coleman-Day with her son, Amos, after finishing a marathon in October. (Laura Coleman-Day)


Still, many days, Coleman-Day said she didn't want to leave her bed. But she did, teaching Amos how to swim and ride a bike -- and thinking about how Xander was missing those moments.
In December and January, Coleman-Day said she especially missed Xander while families got together for the holidays. She told herself she couldn't train anymore.
"But then I looked at it, and I thought, 'What I'm putting myself through is nothing compared to what Xander had to go through,'" Coleman-Day said.
Plus, Coleman-Day was determined run the London Marathon after learning it was the same day as what would have been her sixth wedding anniversary.

Laura Coleman-Day with her wedding dress. (Cebo Luthuli/London Marathon Events)


She pulled her wedding dress from a closet but didn't try it on until the day before the race -- worried it would no longer fit. She found it did, and she gave it to two friends, who planned to hand it to Coleman-Day at the 23rd mile marker near the Tower of London.
Coleman-Day ran the entire race in a veil -- not the one from her wedding, because it was too long, she said. When Coleman-Day arrived at the meeting point, she hugged her friends and quickly pulled the dress over her clothes. Her friends pinned her No. 76063 bib on the front of her dress and inserted the same pink rose and thistle near her chest that Xander had attached to the same spot at their wedding.
Coleman-Day said she ran slowly the last three miles while she held the front of her dress, and her friend Kate Walford clutched the back to prevent Coleman-Day from tripping. Coleman-Day felt hot and uncomfortable running on a roughly 60-degree afternoon, she said, but emotionally she felt "incredible."

Laura Coleman-Day with her friend, Kate Walford, who held the back of the wedding dress so Coleman-Day could finish the London Marathon. (Laura Coleman-Day)


She crossed the finish line near Buckingham Palace in under five hours and 53 minutes.
Coleman-Day was relieved to take a break from running marathons, she said, but she also felt bereft that the project was over. She said she will plan another race soon, maybe an ultramarathon.
In the past few days, she has considered what Xander would have thought of her fundraiser.
"He'd tell me I'm completely mad," Coleman-Day said. "But he was always my biggest cheerleader. I know he would be proud of what I've achieved."
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The Orioles' first month was a mess. Can they still recover?
Baltimore finished April with a 12-18 record after a cautious offseason approach failed to pay dividends. Is it too late to turn things around?
By Chelsea Janes | 2025-05-01

Baltimore Orioles right-hander Kyle Gibson allowed four home runs in the first inning Tuesday night in his season debut. The Orioles finished April 12-18 and face significant questions about their roster. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


The Baltimore Orioles finally won a tough game Wednesday night, a game in which they fell behind and rallied, looked vulnerable and held on -- a much-needed reminder that winning is still possible, maybe even something they can do regularly again.
A day after potential rotation savior Kyle Gibson surrendered four home runs to the first five batters he faced and left his Orioles shell-shocked, they somehow earned a series win against the first-place New York Yankees. They ended April with reason to believe May can be better. In fairness, after a 12-18 first month in which their starting rotation's 6.04 ERA was worst in the American League by more than a run, it is hard to envision a month going worse.
Regardless, Baltimore will start May with a season that can go one of two ways.
The first, once unfathomable for a team that spent the winter wondering how to go deeper in the playoffs rather than worrying about getting there, is that it continues to sputter. The Orioles' pitching does not recover, their offense cannot compensate, and they end up wasting a year of their treasured window to contend in total mediocrity. This scenario would probably include casualties, whether in the clubhouse or the manager's office or even upstairs. After an agonizing rebuild, this team is too talented to squander its chances.
The other option is recovery. The worst AL team to qualify for last year's postseason was the Detroit Tigers, who finished with 86 wins. To reach 86 wins this year, the Orioles will need to go 74-58 the rest of the way, a .561 winning percentage. This core played to a .623 winning percentage for 162 games in 2023 and a .562 winning percentage despite a dismal second half in 2024. The math does not rule out a revival.
But however hindsight shades the memories, make no mistake: April left the Orioles soul-searching and pushed a season they cannot afford to waste to the brink.
There was a 24-2 loss, and there was a players' only meeting. There were injuries -- maybe even enough to qualify as an excuse, at least enough for General Manager Mike Elias to admit the pitching depth he built to combat them had already run out. There were slumps, closed-door conversations and a return to old, trusted celebrations because, hey, they had to try something. And there was the unforgettable look of total helplessness on Manager Brandon Hyde's face when Gibson, the veteran they signed to stabilize their flailing rotation, crumbled in seconds Tuesday night.
Tensions always boil when shortcomings easily spotted in the offseason become deficits not easily addressed in the regular season. And after last year's stalwart, Corbin Burnes, signed with Arizona, the Orioles' willingness to replace quality with quantity in their starting rotation left them with neither when injuries to right-handers Grayson Rodriguez and Zach Eflin hit. The Orioles' front office is facing that failure now. But pitching was tough to find in January, let alone May. And Baltimore has not been able to duplicate the success it had developing young hitters when it comes to young starters, so the answers are not in-house.

Zach Eflin made three starts for the Orioles before going on the injured list. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


Still, how does a highly intelligent front office with all kinds of data swing and miss at so obvious a need as stabilizing its starting rotation? Well, growth does not paint by numbers. And when they did not sign or trade for a bona fide ace or two this winter, the Orioles built around a starting pitching foundation made of concrete that had not dried.
For example: Rodriguez has taken huge steps toward ace-dom in recent years. But he has also struggled with injuries. When they did not get an ace, they planned for Rodriguez to fill the void, hoping the oft-injured righty is learning how to stay healthy. In other words, they planned for something that had never proved it was possible.
Or consider the trade for left-hander Trevor Rogers at last year's deadline: At the time, trading two top prospects seemed like a hefty investment for the former first-round pick with a career ERA over 4.30. But logic was visible: He is under team control until 2027, so he would help for multiple years. Plus, the Orioles' pitching guys had fixed mediocre pitchers before. They could do it again, and then, a steal! Perhaps they will polish him into something yet -- Rogers is working his way back from a knee injury and has yet to make his 2025 debut. But he has never consistently been that starter before.
Not every pitching acquisition is yielding the worst-case scenario. Tomoyuki Sugano, the 35-year-old they signed from Japan, owns a 3.00 ERA and looks more comfortable every start. Kyle Bradish might return from last June's Tommy John surgery needing time to find himself in the second half. He also might look like the Cy Young candidate he was before his injury.
In other words, building a rotation around Rodriguez, Sugano, Eflin and struggling veteran Charlie Morton was not doomed to fail in every version of the 2025 season. But it was nowhere near certain to succeed in most of them.
Burnes was a sure thing, and people familiar with the offseason conversations are adamant Baltimore made a legitimate push to sign him. But those people also say Burnes's intentions to play closer to his Arizona home were clear from the start -- and therefore the Orioles probably should have anticipated needing to pivot. They have the prospect talent to match what Boston sent to the Chicago White Sox for ace left-hander Garrett Crochet. They had the money to shop at the top free agent tier.
But they didn't make those moves, and when the rotation faltered, it put a roster full of still-evolving players prone to pressing into early-inning deficits again and again.
So Adley Rutschman and Gunnar Henderson and Jordan Westburg, the latter two also dealing with early-season injuries, found themselves struggling at precisely the time when the team needed them most, just like they did in October. Herein lies another challenge Baltimore has struggled to navigate: The humanity of its young stars.
By no fault of its own, this Orioles core is made up of players whose first taste of confidence-ravaging, identity-shaking baseball adversity came at the highest level. So when Rutschman struggled in the second half of last year, for example, he spiraled. When Henderson struggled to start this year, the Orioles' great offensive star spent much of the first two weeks hanging his head or shaking it or both. And Westburg, now on the injured list with a hamstring injury, endured an 0-for-30 stretch in which his normally stoic demeanor turned visibly stern.
The front office identified the young stars' battle with pressure as something to address this year when they assessed what went wrong in 2024. They hired a new mental performance coach to be available whenever major leaguers needed him. They brought in beloved former Class AAA manager Buck Britton as a familiar ally in the dugout.

Orioles shortstop Gunnar Henderson is hitting .228 this season but showing some signs of improvement. (David Reginek/Imagn Images)


But when debacle hit this past month, it was no surprise the two most tested veteran players -- Cedric Mullins and Ryan O'Hearn -- proved the most consistent performers. They know what Rustchman and Henderson and the other young Orioles have no way of knowing until they prove it to themselves: That even the most all-consuming baseball struggles are neither career-defining nor permanent.
It was Mullins and O'Hearn who held a hitters-only meeting a few days ago, according to reporting in the Baltimore Sun, though offense will probably be the least of this team's concerns. Rustchman's batting average on balls in play suggests he has hit into endless bad luck. Henderson is finally starting to hit the ball hard more regularly. Westburg will return from the injured list soon. Colton Cowser, who broke his thumb on Opening Day, will also help when he returns. Sure, there is a scenario in which none of them rediscover their form. But there is also a scenario in which they recover and look like all-stars again -- and in so doing build resilience for the next time they struggle.
Reinforcements are coming for the rotation, too. Eflin will be back soon, Rodriguez will return eventually, and Bradish is on track to return in the second half. One or more of them will help. 
And if there is an advantage of building around still-setting bricks, it is that they might just harden into something stronger than before.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-05-01
MLB
1 p.m. Minnesota at Cleveland >>> MLB Network
6:45 p.m. Washington at Philadelphia >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
7 p.m. Boston at Toronto >>> MLB Network
9:45 p.m. Colorado at San Francisco >>> MLB Network
NBA PLAYOFFS -- FIRST ROUND
7:30 p.m. Game 6: New York at Detroit >>> TNT
10 p.m. Game 6: Denver at Los Angeles Clippers >>> TNT
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS -- FIRST ROUND
7 p.m. Game 6: Toronto at Ottawa >>> TBS
7:30 p.m. Game 6: Vegas at Minnesota >>> ESPN
9:30 p.m. Game 6: Dallas at Colorado >>> TBS
10 p.m. Game 6: Los Angeles at Edmonton >>> ESPN
GOLF
4 p.m. PGA Tour: CJ Cup Byron Nelson, first round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. LPGA Tour: Black Desert Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
10 p.m. LIV Golf: South Korea, first round >>> Fox Sports 1
SOCCER
2:30 p.m. English Premier League: Brentford at Nottingham Forest >>> USA Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League semifinal, first leg: Bodo/Glimt at Tottenham >>> CBS Sports Network
10 p.m. Concacaf Champions Cup semifinal, second leg: Tigres UANL at Cruz Azul >>> Fox Sports 2
TENNIS
7 a.m. ATP/WTA: Madrid Open, men's quarterfinals and women's semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m. Louisville at Notre Dame >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Texas at Arkansas >>> ESPN2
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6 p.m. Oklahoma at Florida >>> SEC Network
MEN'S COLLEGE LACROSSE
Noon Big Ten semifinal: Ohio State vs. Rutgers >>> Big Ten Network
2:30 p.m. Big Ten semifinal: Maryland vs. Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
6 p.m. Big East semifinal: Georgetown vs. Marquette >>> CBS Sports Network
9 p.m. Big East semifinal: Providence vs. Villanova >>> CBS Sports Network
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No one throws a baseball like the Nats' Mitchell Parker
"Too many people coach the uniqueness out of people," said Tim Campos, player development coordinator at Albuquerque Baseball Academy, who knew to leave Parker alone.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-04-30

Mitchell Parker owns a 2.65 ERA this season. (Nick Wass/AP) 


Tim Campos heard it all. The kid he just started coaching, a junior in high school, had upside. He looked like a man among boys. And, sure, Campos was surprised by his unorthodox delivery, an operation other coaches scoffed at. The way his body folded up like a lawn chair, hand stabbed backward and lower half rotated -- it all looked as though it belonged to a pitcher with a low arm slot. But when he pitched, the ball arrived from the heavens.
Where some saw the high, over-the-top release as a demerit, Campos saw opportunity. It was deceptive. It worked. It was just how Mitchell Parker threw a baseball. Insinuating that it was wrong because it was different? The Albuquerque Baseball Academy player development coordinator couldn't quite process that logic.
"No, you've got to leave that kid alone," Campos said. "Too many people coach the uniqueness out of people."
No one ever coached it out of Parker. Now 25 with a 6-foot-4 frame, a thick mustache and the backing of Campos and the Washington Nationals, Parker throws with the highest arm angle of any starter in baseball -- an idiosyncrasy that has defined Parker and helped him flourish. The 29 starts he made as a rookie last year, the 2.65 ERA he owns to start this season, even after a rough outing Sunday -- those are the product of Parker's conviction in himself and his funky delivery.
"I just kind of picked up a baseball one day, and that was what we got," Parker said.
That's part of the truth, anyway.

Mitchell Parker throws with the highest arm angle of any starter in baseball. (Nick Wass/AP) 


From a young age, Parker would long toss. His dad would get him a bucket. Parker would keep backing up, farther and farther, until he couldn't hit the target. Parker didn't think anything of it. Campos did: The lefty was developing motor patterns that prepared him to throw hard and over the top for a long time.
And those origins? They sounded familiar to Parker's Nationals teammate Colin Poche, who also throws from one of the highest release points in the sport.
"I played the outfield a lot," Poche said. "The idea then was just try to keep it straight, get it on as low of a line as you can so it can still be cut off. I think that experience translated to chasing the high vertical break, highest spin efficiency fastball."
Parker's story still had a different tilt -- not necessarily a chase for metrics but comfort. He doesn't obsess over movement or velocity, nor video of his past starts, preferring to devote time to scouting hitters. Until last week, Parker had no clue that he threw with the highest arm angle in baseball. An increase in arm angle -- from 52 degrees, on average, to 60.5 degrees -- was not the intention. He cleaned up the start of his windup and wanted to feel as though he could get on top of the baseball a bit more.
Campos helped. Nationals pitching coach Jim Hickey helped. This was the result.
"We're not trying to think about it," Parker said. "It's just a fun little note."
The more Parker can get above the baseball as he releases it, the better he feels he can command his pitches. The more over the top he throws, the more he can create perfect backspin -- think, for instance, of a bowling ball spinning in reverse.
For Parker, that helps the ball fight off gravity as it spins toward the plate. For the hitter, it appears the fastball is rising. Across the board with his pitches, the higher he releases the ball, the better his command and the more hitters chase.
For a fifth-round draft pick who had a 13.1 percent walk rate in the minor leagues between 2022 and 2023 -- a number that usually doesn't fly in the majors -- that was essential. The team was considering moving him to the bullpen as recently as spring training last year. Hickey had another take. He was reminded of another talented left-hander -- Andy Pettitte. Physically, the delivery, the "peekaboo" ability to hide the ball, the way the ball came out of his hand, the angle, all that kind of stuff.
While standing behind Parker during an early bullpen session in 2024, Hickey turned to David Higgins, the Nationals' director of baseball information, and said, "That guy's going to pitch in the big leagues for about 10 years."
"I'm sure I've observed that about other guys that have never made it to the major leagues also," Hickey said with a laugh. "But sometimes you got a better idea than not. He's unflappable; nothing really bothers him. You talk to him in the dugout -- whether he gives up four in the inning or just struck out three, [either way] you talk to him and he goes, 'Okay, okay.' It's like, 'Are you there?' -- in a good way."
And therein lies the secret with Parker. There's a nonchalant, happy-go-lucky attitude rather than an all-consuming anxiety. He struggles when he feels overloaded with information but feels free when he's allowed to be true to himself. It's because he believes in himself and his process. It's the same demeanor Campos saw when he first spotted Parker sitting on a bench 10 years ago. The same demeanor he saw in the batting cages when Parker would throw to his dad before men's league games. That kid only wanted to throw strikes. Throwing over the top was the only way he knew how.
Still is.
"I say it 1,000 times here when I'm throwing -- I just want to feel like I'm getting on top of the baseball," Parker said. "I just really want to feel that."

Mitchell Parker, a fifth-round pick, made his MLB debut last season. (Nick Wass/AP) 
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The Bucks flamed out again. Who can give Giannis Antetokounmpo a fresh start?
A miserable loss to the Pacers ended Milwaukee's season in the first round of the playoffs again and intensified speculation about Antetokounmpo's future.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-04-30
The Milwaukee Bucks suffered their third straight first-round playoff exit Tuesday, done in this time by a devastating injury to Damian Lillard earlier in the series and a late-game collapse against the Indiana Pacers that inspired a messy postgame confrontation on the court.
Giannis Antetokounmpo posted 30 points, 20 rebounds and 13 assists in the decisive Game 5, but the two-time NBA MVP couldn't prevent the Bucks from blowing a seven-point lead in the final 35 seconds of a 119-118 overtime loss to the host Pacers at Gainbridge Fieldhouse. After the final buzzer, Antetokounmpo confronted Indiana guard Bennedict Mathurin and John Haliburton, the father of Pacers star Tyrese Haliburton, over profane comments and "very, very disrespectful" behavior that he felt were "totally unacceptable." John Haliburton later apologized on social media.
"Not being able to win games definitely hurts," Antetokounmpo said. "I believe in being humble in victory. A lot of people out there [think winning] is a green light for you to be disrespectful to someone else. I disagree. I have won a championship. [The Pacers] haven't."
Once the pain of Milwaukee's embarrassing season-ending collapse wears off, Indiana's glee at his expense will be the least of Antetokounmpo's concerns. In fact, there isn't a healthy, prime-age superstar in the league with a bleaker long-term outlook than what Antetokounmpo faces in Milwaukee.
Lillard tore his Achilles' tendon in a Game 4 loss, an injury that could sideline him for the entire 2025-26 season. The nine-time all-star could be 36 once he is available to return, and his $54.1 million salary will make it much more difficult for the Bucks to add talent this summer. Considering the Bucks haven't won a playoff series since trading for Lillard in 2023, it's unreasonable to expect the Antetokounmpo-Lillard pairing to reach new heights two years from now.
Khris Middleton, Antetokounmpo's longtime sidekick, was traded away at the deadline because he was severely limited by his own health concerns, and other mainstays from Milwaukee's 2021 title team -- Brook Lopez and Bobby Portis -- are no longer impact performers in the playoffs. The Bucks have no potential young stars to support Antetokounmpo during Lillard's absence, and they already have traded away several future first-round picks to prolong their championship window.
Antetokounmpo, one of three MVP finalists this season, has spent his entire 12-year career with Milwaukee, repeatedly showing loyalty to the franchise that drafted him as an unknown Greek teenager and molded him into a future Hall of Famer. While rumors have swirled around the possibility of Antetokounmpo leaving the Bucks in the past, an exit has never made more sense or been easier to justify. Who could blame Antetokounmpo for requesting a trade in the wake of Lillard's injury? And who could blame the Bucks for concluding they have exhausted all options to build a contender around Antetokounmpo?

Antetokounmpo, left, had to be separated from members of the Pacers after the Milwaukee Bucks' season-ending loss. (Michael Conroy/AP)


As always, Antetokounmpo tried to maintain perspective as he processed Milwaukee's latest early exit.
"There's a lot of times that life has made me sad or frustrated," he said. "Since I was a kid, I never gave up. I always tried to find solutions in my life. Translate it to the basketball court -- I always have class and an optimistic mentality of coming back and keep on working. There's going to be a day that's your turn. It cannot always go your way. Growing up, I was never spoiled. I was never a brat thinking that everything would go my way in life and I'm supposed to win every single year."
Yet Antetokounmpo would be wise to survey his fellow superstars to better understand how dire his situation has become: LeBron James, Luka Doncic, Stephen Curry, Jimmy Butler, Nikola Jokic, Jayson Tatum, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, Anthony Edwards, Victor Wembanyama, Donovan Mitchell and Cade Cunningham are among the many stars who have more desirable setups heading into next season and beyond.
When James was 30, he had just returned to the Cleveland Cavaliers from the Miami Heat and was in the middle of making eight straight Finals appearances. When Curry and Kevin Durant were 30, they embarked on their third consecutive Finals run as Golden State Warriors teammates. When Michael Jordan was 30, he was preparing to moonlight with the Birmingham Barons in minor league baseball and recharge for an NBA comeback that produced his second three-peat. Now 30, Antetokounmpo is backsliding while flanked by the uninspiring likes of Kyle Kuzma and Kevin Porter Jr. After the Bucks sat atop the Eastern Conference for much of Antetokounmpo's mid-20s, the Boston Celtics, Cleveland Cavaliers, New York Knicks, Pacers, Detroit Pistons and Orlando Magic can claim to have brighter futures.
Antetokounmpo deflected Tuesday when asked whether he thought he could win another title with the Bucks, aware his words would be subjected to intense scrutiny around the league.
"I'm not going to do this," Antetokounmpo said. "Whatever I'm going to say, I know how it's going to translate. I don't know, man. I wish I was still playing, still competing and going back to Milwaukee [for Game 6]."
If Antetokounmpo decides this summer that he must choose between the Bucks and winning a second title, these five teams should inquire about landing him in a blockbuster trade.
The Spurs have traditionally been a draft-and-develop organization, but they took a sizable swing in February by trading for De'Aaron Fox to improve Wembanyama's supporting cast. As a landscape-altering follow-up, San Antonio could pair Wembanyama and Antetokounmpo as a modern-day sequel to Tim Duncan and David Robinson. The perimeter-oriented Wembanyama and the rim-attacking Antetokounmpo look like natural complements on offense, and they would form a formidable and disruptive defensive duo. While Fox, a one-time all-star, might be underqualified to be the second-best player on a championship team, he would slide in as an ideal third option tasked with organizing the offense and creating drive-and-kick scoring opportunities.
Antetokounmpo would need to accept playing in another non-prestige market for a team that didn't make the playoffs this season. That shouldn't be a tough sell, assuming Wembanyama is on track for a full recovery from a season-ending blood clot in his shoulder and legendary coach Gregg Popovich can provide clarity on his future following a stroke in November.
Wembanyama's elite production at a young age is a crucial factor in San Antonio's pitch: The French center will earn just $13.4 million in the third year of his rookie contract next season, so San Antonio could still field a quality roster around its star trio. With Wembanyama ascending as one of the sport's best players, Antetokounmpo theoretically could enjoy a title contention window that lasts five years or more.
The Spurs also have significant draft capital, multiple young prospects and plenty of tradable contracts to help Milwaukee launch a full-scale rebuilding effort. It's worth noting the Bucks' 2026 and 2027 first-round picks are controlled by the New Orleans Pelicans, so returning those picks to Milwaukee should be a priority in any Antetokounmpo deal. Given Milwaukee's unfavorable long-term outlook, those picks are valuable. The Spurs are one of a small number of teams with enough draft assets to recruit New Orleans into a multi-team trade.
If Antetokounmpo wants a superstar partner, a chance to win big for the foreseeable future and an organization that shares his dedicated approach to the sport, the Spurs check all the boxes.
The Rockets, like the Spurs, have extra draft picks to help the Bucks dig out of their hole, which should help position them as one of Antetokounmpo's top suitors. Houston has some other key advantages: a big market; a star-studded history that includes Hakeem Olajuwon, Yao Ming and James Harden; and a young and talented roster that won 52 games and reached the playoffs.
Antetokounmpo would fill the Rockets' biggest need as a bona fide two-way superstar, and he wouldn't need to share the spotlight. That said, his basketball fit with Houston's talent is worth some examination. Playing Antetokounmpo alongside Alperen Sengun and Amen Thompson would inevitably create spacing issues on offense, and some of Houston's recent lottery picks would need to be sent back to the Bucks.
Still, Antetokounmpo would seemingly find a natural home in Coach Ime Udoka's intense and physical defense. There aren't many teams with enough draft picks and young players to build a workable trade for Antetokounmpo while still retaining enough depth to remain in the 2026 title hunt, but the Rockets are one of them.
The Nets don't have a budding superstar such as Wembanyama or a promising core of youngsters like the Rockets, but they can sell Antetokounmpo on the marketing benefits of playing in New York and provide him a relatively clean slate for his next chapter. Of course, a similar pitch once worked on Durant and Kyrie Irving.
Although Brooklyn is sitting on a big pile of draft picks after multiple liquidation trades in recent years, it would need to line up major subsequent moves to give Antetokounmpo a shot at winning in the short term. For Milwaukee, sending Antetokounmpo to Brooklyn might be more palatable than handing him to a Central Division neighbor such as the Chicago Bulls or the Pistons.
There are three certainties in life: death, taxes and the Heat landing on short lists for NBA superstars in need of sunnier pastures. While James and Butler maneuvered to Miami and Lillard once tried to follow a similar blueprint, the timing could be tricky for Antetokounmpo this summer.
The Heat needs a new franchise player after trading Butler to the Warriors, but it lacks the quality extra draft picks to compete with other potential offers. Meanwhile, Antetokounmpo and Miami center Bam Adebayo would make for an athletic and versatile pairing on the defensive end, but they would run the risk of stepping on each other's toes offensively.
While the Heat has some desirable players to offer in a trade, including Milwaukee native Tyler Herro, the Bucks should prioritize draft picks and flexibility if they aren't landing a superstar-level player in return. Why try to be mediocre without Antetokounmpo if you could still be mediocre with him?
Thunder General Manager Sam Presti has meticulously constructed a roster that broke through this season to win a franchise-best 68 games around Gilgeous-Alexander. Oklahoma City has arguably the most promising present and five-year future of any team in the league, and trading for Antetokounmpo would fundamentally alter the organization's power dynamics and timetable.
Given Presti's culture of loyalty and desire for sustainability, it's hard to envision Oklahoma City parting with two or three of its core players to construct a trade for Antetokounmpo. Even so, the Thunder has far more future draft picks than it could ever use, and Presti will face increased pressure to win his first title in Oklahoma City if his young team falters this postseason.
Antetokounmpo would bring championship experience and step in as an interior complement to Gilgeous-Alexander, though his lack of shooting would require adjustments for Oklahoma City's offense. Don't forget: Presti once traded for Paul George when the all-star forward decided he had outgrown the Pacers.

Antetokounmpo posted a triple-double in a season-ending loss to the Pacers. Might it have been his final game with the Bucks? (Michael Conroy/AP)
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Tesla board says it's 'highly confident' in Elon Musk, despite company turmoil 
The board's chairman says company has full confidence in the CEO's ability as he winds down his DOGE work and rededicates himself to running Tesla. 
By Trisha Thadani | 2025-05-01

Elon Musk listens to President Donald Trump during a Cabinet meeting at the White House in March. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The chair of Tesla's board said Thursday she is "highly confident" in CEO Elon Musk, who last week said he would shift his attention toward addressing Tesla's depressed sales, profits and stock price after months of intense involvement in promoting President Donald Trump's transformation of the U.S. government.
Robyn Denholm, who has led the board since 2018, issued the statement in response to a Wall Street Journal report Wednesday night that said the board began searching for a new chief executive sometime in the last month. Citing anonymous sources, the Journal said Tesla's board reached out to several executive search firms as investors grew increasingly frustrated with Musk's focus on the federal government.
Denholm called the Journal's report "absolutely false" in a post on X.  She said of Musk, "The Board is highly confident in his ability to continue executing on the exciting growth plan ahead."
In his own post on X, Musk said the report was an "EXTREMELY BAD BREACH OF ETHICS." Tesla did not respond to a request for additional comment.
The statement from Denholm, an Australian tech executive whom Musk picked in 2018 to succeed himself as board chair of the electric-vehicle company, appears to be the first instance of Tesla's board making a public comment about the company's chief executive since he joined the Trump administration in January to lead the U.S. DOGE Service.
Tesla's board has previously been criticized for being too deferential to Musk. In a December 2024 ruling against restoring a $56 billion pay package that the board granted Musk in 2018, a Delaware judge criticized Musk's close ties to members of the board, which includes his brother.
DOGE, which stands for the Department of Government Efficiency, has drawn controversy for its aggressive approach to reducing what it describes as "waste, fraud and abuse" in the federal government.  Its efforts have led to lawsuits over layoffs that have hampered the functioning of some government agencies.
Musk told investors last week he would soon step back from his role at the U.S. DOGE Service to refocus on Tesla, as the company reels from a 71 percent plunge in profits in the first three months of the year. He said in an earnings call last month that his "time allocation to DOGE will drop significantly" starting in May. He added, however, that he would probably maintain his involvement with DOGE through the remainder of Trump's term.
Since Trump's inauguration, Tesla has morphed into a political symbol for those aggrieved at the administration and its policies. Protests at Tesla dealerships and charging stations have erupted around the world, and vandals have at times attacked the company's properties with molotov cocktails and gunfire. Meanwhile, Tesla's sales sank 13 percent in the first quarter of the year compared to the same period last year -- a dip that analysts attributed to increased competition and Musk's polarizing politics. Tesla is a critical business in the personal portfolio of Musk, the world's richest man.
The turmoil comes at a pivotal time for the company, as it prepares to launch its first fully autonomous rides next month in Austin. Musk has staked the future of the company on self-driving vehicles, and he has said in previous earnings calls that the future of Tesla lies "overwhelmingly" in full autonomy.
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The neurodivergent worker's guide to return-to-office
How to navigate office policies, accommodations and tough conversations about your neurodivergent brain.
By Danielle Abril | 2025-05-01

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


It's no secret that some workers find office mandates annoying -- from commuting to paying more for food and gas and having less time for loved ones. But for some workers, the cost is beyond inconvenience. It's a determining factor of their success, workers say.
Some people who identify as neurodivergent, or those whose brains function differently, as with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder or autism, say full-time office work can be overwhelming. About a fifth of U.S. adults self-identify as neurodivergent, according to a recent survey by research and analytics firm YouGov. While many neurodivergent people thrive in office environments, others say it disrupts focus, triggers their anxiety or sensory issues and drains their energy as they try to conform. Amid a growing number of five-day office mandates, these workers say they feel lost in the mix.
But there are a few things people can do to better navigate their workplaces, experts say.
Disclosure can be tricky, work experts say. In some cases, disclosure could trigger legal protections from the Americans With Disabilities Act, which can be helpful. But consider the organization's culture and management. While laws aim to protect workers from discrimination at work, they don't always prevent negative outcomes, said Joseph Riddle, director of the nonprofit consultancy Neurodiversity in the Workplace.
"For every individual, they have to weigh, 'Is it safe to disclose?'" he said. "If you're going to be met with an assumption that you can't do your job or [a] misunderstanding, then it makes no sense to disclose."
If you decide to tell your employer, check the employee handbook for privacy policies and processes around disclosure, said Domenique Camacho Moran, a partner in the labor and employment practice of the New York-based law firm Farrell Fritz. You can also ask human resources, a trusted colleague or supervisor. If you want to limit how much you share, focus on the accommodation vs. your diagnosis, Camacho Moran said. You could say your impairment makes it difficult to work in loud environments, but you don't have to say you have autism.
Medical records have to be segregated from personnel files under the federal law, and access is limited to a need-to-know basis, she said. To receive an accommodation, you'll probably have to tell HR. An employer following best practices will only tell your supervisor things related to managing you, Camacho Moran said.
"The manager is looped in for accommodation, but not the reason" you need it, Tristan Hall, chief human resources officer at OhioHealth, said about practices at the Columbus-based health-care system. "I would encourage [workers] to ask all the questions on their mind," including about policies and protocols.
Technically speaking, nothing is out of bounds, Camacho Moran said. The ADA requires that employers provide "reasonable accommodations" for employees with disabilities, but it leaves the interpretation of "reasonable" open.
For some employers, buying pricey equipment, like an ergonomic chair or a top-of-the-line standing desk, might be reasonable, whereas others won't have the budget, Camacho Moran said. For remote work requests, employers probably will evaluate the duties of the job. It boils down to whether the "core aspects of the job" can be done with the accommodation, Hall said. If so, "most employers will try to make that accommodation."
Things people might consider requesting include noise-canceling headphones, special lighting, uninterrupted working hours, quiet or less trafficked workspaces, specific breaks, flexible hours, written instructions, agendas before meetings, software, hardware, or even visual trainers and job coaches, experts said.
"A job coach may offer one-on-one training or monitor and observe to see if the employee requires additional help," said Kristyn Roth, chief marketing officer of the Autism Society of America. "They may put the instructions into more plain language or explain things visually."
If you are comfortable, you can be up front about your needs. But if not, frame the conversation with curiosity or by explaining how you work, experts said.
You can ask, "Is there an opportunity for flexible work hours?" or "How do you expect people to communicate?" Roth said. You can also say, "Can I share what typically works best for me?"
Focus on your strengths by saying, "I best concentrate when I have a quiet environment," or "I do best when I have something written down, can think about it, and talk about it after," said Laurie Hommema, OhioHealth senior medical director of well-being. "Many things [can] happen before needing to work with the accommodations department."
It's never too early to start these conversations, experts said. You can even ask for an agenda for or a coach to sit in on the job interview, Riddle said. Address it before it becomes a problem.
"Employees should be interviewing the employer," Camacho Moran said. "Ask good questions about the environment, the culture."
Even if the employer grants the accommodation, like remote work, evaluate whether you'll be the only one doing so, she added. The underlying questions should be, "Am I going to have a great experience?"
Try to find out why, either through the documentation provided or by following up with the manager or HR representative, recommends the Job Accommodation Network, a service provided by the U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment Policy. That will allow you to follow up with documents they may need or offer alternative suggestions.
Check with employee resource groups or trusted colleagues that may understand your employer, or with your network, who may have knowledge about workplace issues.
Employees can say: "'Okay, you don't want to do this. How can we work around it?'" Camacho Moran said.
If your employer won't work with you, you can file a complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, state enforcement agency or union, if you have one. But litigation should be the last resort. "It's time-consuming so we don't get the answer quickly," Camacho Moran said.
Consider transferring to another team that may be more amenable to a request like remote work, Hall said. But if you don't feel psychologically safe, it might be time to leave, Riddle added.
Generally the onus of creating an inclusive environment should be on employers, Roth said. But "if you're being stigmatized or discriminated against and nothing is changing, it's time to take action."
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Apple violated court's order to loosen app store rules, judge says
A judge referred Apple for potential criminal investigation, saying it breached an order to allow flexibility in how consumers make digital purchases from apps.
By Shira Ovide | 2025-05-01

The ruling stems from a lawsuit filed by Epic Games, the maker of the Fortnite series. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


A federal judge in California said Wednesday that Apple violated her legal order to offer Americans more options for making digital purchases from iPhone apps. She also referred the case to prosecutors for potential criminal investigation into the company and a top finance executive.
U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers criticized the conduct of Apple CEO Tim Cook and two key finance executives in her ruling, writing that one of the finance executives had "outright lied under oath" to conceal Apple's defiance of her order.
"We strongly disagree with the decision," Apple said in a statement. "We will comply with the court's order and we will appeal."
The company was ordered in 2021 to stop requiring app developers to offer any digital purchases via its own payment system, from which Apple takes a commission of up to 30 percent.
The new ruling reinforcing that order could force dramatic changes in Americans' experiences with iPhone and iPad apps. If app developers have more latitude in how they charge for the digital products they sell, they might lower the prices of virtual weapons in video games, streaming music and online fitness subscriptions, among other purchases.
Last year, another federal judge ordered Google to overhaul its Android app store -- which is on hold as the company appeals. The twin rulings could sweep in the biggest changes to apps in the 15-year history of the smartphone era. That could threaten the tens of billions of dollars that Apple and Google generate each year from their app stores.
The Wednesday ruling against Apple stems from a lawsuit filed in 2020 by Epic Games, the maker of mobile games including the Fortnite series.
The judge in 2021 ruled partly in Apple's favor, saying the company didn't break federal anti-monopoly laws in how it oversaw its app store for iPhones and iPads. But Epic won part of the case, with the judge finding that Apple violated state competition law by forcing app makers to route any digital purchases through Apple's payment system.
Apple was ordered to give app makers more flexibility in how they charged for their apps, services and digital goods.
After the Supreme Court last year effectively let the judge's ruling stand and Apple outlined its approach to implementing the  order,  some developers, including Epic, immediately complained that Apple was breaking the spirit and the letter of the judge's ruling by imposing onerous conditions on developers.
The ruling "is an immediate victory for all developers," Epic CEO Tim Sweeney said during a media event Wednesday.
Gonzalez Rogers agreed with Epic that Apple's action last year was a "willful violation" of her order. The company, her ruling said, "at every turn chose the most anticompetitive option."
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Reddit slams 'unethical experiment' that deployed secret AI bots in forum
The platform's chief legal officer called out the University of Zurich team that deployed bots on r/changemyview to study how AI can influence opinions.
By Vivian Ho | 2025-04-30

(Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


Reddit is raising the alarm about what it called an "improper and highly unethical experiment" by a group of University of Zurich researchers, who secretly deployed AI bots on a popular forum to study how artificial intelligence can influence human opinion.
Moderators on the changemyview subreddit alerted the group's 3.8 million users over the weekend of the "unauthorized experiment" that had been unfolding over the past few months. The moderators said they had received notice from the researchers as "part of a disclosure step" in the study in which the researchers said they had used multiple accounts to post on the subreddit without disclosing that AI was used to write comments.
The subreddit, which operates as a "place to post an opinion you accept may be flawed" to better understand opposing views, does not allow the use of undisclosed AI-generated content or bots. "The researchers did not contact us ahead of the study and if they had, we would have declined," the moderators wrote in the post.
In an administrator post identifying himself as Reddit's chief legal officer, Ben Lee, using the Reddit username traceroo, called the experiment "improper and highly unethical," as well as "deeply wrong on both a moral and legal level."
"We are in the process of reaching out to the University of Zurich and this particular research team with formal legal demands," Lee said Monday in a post in the forum. "We want to do everything we can to support the community and ensure that the researchers are held accountable for their misdeeds here." He did not immediately respond to a request for comment about what those demands might entail.
Melanie Nyfeler, a spokeswoman for the University of Zurich, confirmed in an emailed statement on Wednesday that the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences reviewed a research project last year "investigating the potential of artificial intelligence to reduce polarization in value-based political discourse." One of four studies associated with this project involved using "large language model (LLM)-driven conversational agents ("chatbots") in online forums and subreddits," Nyfeler said.
The committee had advised the researchers that this study would be "exceptionally" challenging because "participants should be informed as much as possible" and "the rules of the platform should be fully complied with," Nyfeler said. But committee assessments are recommendations and not legally binding. "The researchers themselves are responsible for carrying out the project and publishing the results," Nyfeler said.
"In light of these events, the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences intends to adopt a stricter review process in the future and, in particular, to coordinate with the communities on the platforms prior to experimental studies," Nyfeler said. "The relevant authorities at the University of Zurich are aware of the incidents and will now investigate them in detail and critically review the relevant assessment processes."
Nyfeler added that the researchers have decided not to publish the experiment's results.
In their Saturday post detailing their findings, the subreddit moderators said they had filed an ethics complaint with the university and asked it not to publish the research, arguing that publishing it "would dramatically encourage further intrusion by researchers, contributing to increased community vulnerability to future non-consensual human subjects experimentation."
They said the researchers had shared a draft of the experiment's results with them, which was linked in the post but restricted to those with permission to access it.
Logan MacGregor, one of the subreddit's moderators, told The Washington Post that the researchers' actions left him feeling violated. He had joined the forum about a year ago after disconnecting from most other social media because of how toxic and vitriolic the discourse can get. But r/changemyview, with its well-established rules and ethos, was different, he said.
"I very reluctantly joined Reddit because Rule 1 is 'Remember the human,'" he said. "And then I found this place where you could talk about anything, where any view was permitted and civility was enforced. It was a safe human place for the exchange of ideas."
The researchers, whose names have not been released, used AI bots to run 13 different accounts, one of which purported to be a victim of rape and another a Black man who opposed Black Lives Matter, the moderators wrote in their announcement post.
Using a Reddit account vetted by the forum's moderators, LLMresearchteam, the researchers responded to concerns and criticisms from the community, posting that they had to conduct their experiment without alerting users or getting consent from unknowing participants because "an unaware setting was necessary."
The researchers said they had attempted to launch 34 accounts at first, but 21 were shadow-banned within the first two weeks, meaning that the accounts could still view the subreddit, but their posts were hidden from the rest of the community. The remaining 13 accounts averaged about 10 to 15 posts a day, the researchers said, an amount they described as negligible given the 7,000 posts averaged per day by the entire subreddit.
In total, the bots posted about 1,700 comments, according to moderators.
"Previous research on LLM persuasion has only taken place in highly artificial environments, often involving financially incentivized participants," the researchers wrote. "These settings fail to capture the complexity of real-world interactions, which evolve in spontaneous and unpredictable ways with numerous contextual factors influencing how opinions change over time. Consent-based experiments lack ecological validity because they can't simulate how users behave when unaware of persuasive attempts -- just as they would be in the presence of bad actors."
The researchers apologized for any disruption their study may have caused but maintained that "every decision" throughout their study was guided by the principles of "ethical scientific conduct, user safety and transparency." They argued that the Ethics Committee at the University of Zurich had reviewed and approved their approach, and they "acknowledged that prior consent was impractical."
The university, while sharing its statement, did not respond to further questions.
Angeliki Kerasidou, an associate professor in bioethics at the University of Oxford, told The Post that while deception in research can be justified in cases in which the research has high social value, informed consent has come to be considered a cornerstone of ethical research "because it underpins respect for persons and supports individual autonomy."
The experiment conducted on r/changemyview "exemplifies the importance of thinking about the social (and not just scientific) value of research, and of engaging with the research communities when planning research projects," Kerasidou wrote in an email.
MacGregor said one silver lining of the experiment was that it brought attention to a pervasive issue: how to protect the "precious few civil human spaces" that still exist on the internet.
"The researchers are right about the existential challenges of AI," he said. "The way they went about this was wrong. But I think they were well-meaning, and one of the things I'd personally like to see come out of this is ... a better way forward as all of us wrestle with AI. It's not going away. You can't turn it off. But what can we do to keep these spaces human?"
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More than 1,100 arrested in 6-day Florida immigration sweep, officials say
Florida and federal officials said the joint mission, dubbed "Operation Tidal Wave," could be replicated in other states.
By Lori Rozsa | 2025-05-01

A U.S. Customs and Border Protection agent is reflected in the window of a helicopter at Homestead Air Reserve Base in Homestead, Florida,  ahead of a news conference by Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) on Feb. 26, 2025. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


More than 1,100 people have been arrested in Florida over the last week as part of a sweeping immigration operation involving state and federal law enforcement agents, Department of Homeland Security officials and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said on Thursday.
Federal agents worked with local sheriffs and members of Florida's highway patrol, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and National Guard to apprehend people across the state, said U.S. Customs and Border Protection Chief Patrol Agent Jeffrey Dinise.
Larry Keefe, who heads Florida's new board of immigration enforcement, said the joint mission -- dubbed "Operation Tidal Wave" -- could be replicated in other states.
"Florida looks forward to being the bellwether, the blueprint, the prototype of how state and locals work with their federal partners to make things happen and get things done in all settings," Keefe said at a news conference in Miramar in South Florida.
DeSantis said the state wants to do more to help the Trump administration, which has made immigration and deportations major priorities since President Donald Trump returned to office. Several of the administration's actions have been met with court challenges.
The governor said he wants judge advocates in the Florida National Guard to serve as immigration judges and that he'll seek permission from the federal government to set up new immigration detention centers.
"If we get the sign off from DHS, we can expand detention space very quickly in Florida," DeSantis said. "When we have hurricanes, we end up setting up locations for tens of thousands of linemen. We do that very, very quickly. So we have the capacity to set it up, quickly."
Linemen and trucks are typically stationed in large parking lots and fields around the state before a hurricane hits so crews can quickly work to restore electricity in a storm's aftermath.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Florida has criticized the operation as harmful for the state, calling it "racial profiling disguised as immigration enforcement."
"Seeking asylum is not a crime, it's a human right," the organization posted on social media.
This story is developing and will be updated.
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Texas Senate votes 31-0 to clarify exceptions to abortion ban
The Texas Senate voted to pass a bill clarifying that patients do not have to be at imminent risk to receive an abortion for a life-threatening condition.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-05-01

Texas state Sen. Bryan Hughes (R-Mineola) speaks during a news conference at the Capitol in Austin in 2023. (Eric Gay/AP)


The Texas Senate on Tuesday unanimously passed a measure to clarify when doctors can legally perform abortions to save the life of the mother, a significant bipartisan effort to more directly define exceptions to the state's near-total ban.
The bill is now in the House, which was already considering an identical measure.
Since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, pregnant Texans seeking abortions have traveled across state lines for care -- some after being denied emergency treatment at Texas hospitals for pregnancy complications. Such cases made headlines nationwide and sparked court battles, highlighting physicians' fear about broadly written Texas laws that make performing an illegal abortion punishable by up to life in prison.
Ahead of Tuesday's 31-0 vote, state senators said they supported the bill to make the exceptions "crystal clear" for physicians.
"We don't want to have any reason for hesitation," said Sen. Bryan Hughes (R-Mineola), the measure's primary sponsor who wrote the Texas "heartbeat" bill banning abortions after six weeks.
The bill clarifies that physicians can perform abortions if a patient has a "life-threatening" condition, even if the condition is not actively hurting the patient. It would also create training programs on the exceptions for physicians who provide abortions -- including emergency medicine doctors -- and lawyers who represent them. The bill received support from an unlikely coalition of antiabortion groups, Democratic lawmakers and statewide health-care organizations.
During a tearful speech in the chamber Tuesday, Sen. Sarah Eckhardt (Austin), one of the state Senate's 11 Democrats, said she would vote for the bill -- but added that it demonstrates "how desperately fragile our personal rights and liberties are."
"I want to believe this bill will make things better, because it's hard to believe that things could be much worse," she said.
Beyond Texas, conservative lawmakers in other states with strict abortion bans have sought to defend their laws by passing measures that clarify exceptions. Backers of these bills argue that they save lives by giving physicians fearful of breaking the law clearer guidance. Last year in South Dakota, then-Gov. Kristi L. Noem (R) signed a bill mandating the creation of a video to inform viewers about what qualifies as an exception to the state's abortion laws. And last month, the Kentucky legislature sent Gov. Andy Beshear a bill similar to Texas's measure. But the Democratic governor vetoed it, saying that the definitions and scenarios outlined were not enough to protect patients.
"No one, including legislators, can possibly create an exhaustive list of emergency situations that may occur in a hospital or medical facility," Beshear wrote in his veto letter. "Gaps in the law are literally a matter of life and death."
The Texas bill, introduced by bipartisan sponsors in March, clarifies that pregnant patients do not have to "first suffer physical impairment" or be at imminent risk to receive an abortion for life-threatening complications, such as an ectopic pregnancy, when the embryo implants outside of the uterus. Such pregnancies are never viable.
As Texas senators considered the bill, they heard testimonies from women who were denied care while experiencing pregnancy complications. GOP senators, including Hughes, have largely characterized those circumstances as "medical malpractice," rather than as a product of confusion over what would count as a legal exception under the state's ban.
"Every one of those women that showed up there should have been treated by the doctors, and it was obvious that the doctors chose not to treat them," Sen. Bob Hall (R-Rockwall) said on Tuesday. "And it was clear that their intent was to try to take that action to overturn the law that we had passed."
Democratic lawmakers, meanwhile, noted that the bill would not establish exceptions for rape and incest or fetal anomalies.
During hearings over the bill, senators heard testimony from Amanda Zurawski, who in 2022 was denied an abortion after learning that her fetus would not survive. Her water broke that evening at 18 weeks pregnant, but only after she went into septic shock three days later did medical staff induce labor and provide treatment. The baby died, and Zurawski was left with permanent physical damage: a permanently closed fallopian tube.
Zurawski was the lead plaintiff in a case alongside four other women who sued Texas after being denied abortions.
Even if the bill the Senate endorsed Tuesday had been law then, Zurawski said it was unclear whether she would have been able to receive timely care.
"I find that to be problematic," she said. "The last thing I want in the room with my doctor is confusion, especially when it's a matter of life and death like it was for me."
Zurawski said the bill's lack of language for fetal anomalies, like the one her baby had, would jeopardize care for patients in Texas.
"Exceptions to abortion do not work," she said. "What's more is that no two pregnancies are the same, so we cannot expect a blanket rule to be applicable to all cases."
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Judge orders release of Columbia student arrested by ICE
Mohsen Mahdawi was detained as part of a crackdown by the Trump administration on international students. A federal judge ordered him released Wednesday.
By Joanna Slater | 2025-05-01

Columbia student activist Mohsen Mahdawi was released from federal custody in Burlington, Vermont, on April 30, after being detained by ICE weeks earlier.


BURLINGTON, Vermont -- A U.S. district judge on Wednesday ordered the release of Mohsen Mahdawi, a permanent resident who was detained at his citizenship interview this month as part of a crackdown on pro-Palestinian activists by the Trump administration.
Mahdawi, 34, is a student at Columbia University who settled in Vermont in 2014. He emerged as a prominent critic of Israel's military campaign in Gaza in the months after the Oct. 7, 2023, attack by Hamas.
U.S. District Judge Geoffrey W. Crawford said at a hearing Wednesday that Mahdawi had made "substantial claims that his detention is the result of a retaliation for protected speech that he engaged in as a college student on the Columbia campus."
In a strongly worded order, Crawford noted what he called the "extraordinary setting" of the case, a time when "legal residents -- not charged with crimes or misconduct -- are being arrested and threatened for stating their views on the political issues of the day."
Crawford likened the current climate to the McCarthy era of the 1950s and the Red Scare around the end of World War I. "The wheel of history has come round again, but as before, these times of excess will pass," he wrote.
Crawford, who was appointed to the federal bench by President Barack Obama, ordered Mahdawi released on bond while his federal habeas corpus petition and his immigration proceeding continue.
Outside the courthouse, there was exultation as Mahdawi addressed hundreds of supporters while wearing a suit with a kaffiyeh, a symbol of the Palestinian cause, draped around his shoulders.
"I am saying it clear and loud to President Trump and his Cabinet: I am not afraid of you," Mahdawi said. "Never give up on the idea that justice will prevail."
Since April 14, Mahdawi had been held in a prison north of Burlington. The Trump administration is seeking to deport him using an obscure provision of immigration law that allows the removal of a person whose presence is deemed to undermine U.S. foreign policy. The government has not accused Mahdawi of a crime.
Mahdawi's lawyers say federal agents gave him a notice from the Department of Homeland Security with a form attached accusing him of engaging in "anti-Semitic conduct through leading pro-Palestinian protests and calling for Israel's destruction." A memo from Secretary of State Marco Rubio alleges Mahdawi engaged in "threatening rhetoric and intimidation of pro-Israeli bystanders," something his lawyers deny.
Mahdawi organized and spoke at campus protests but stepped back from activism at Columbia in March 2024, his lawyers said in a court filing. Mahdawi's supporters also noted that at a protest in 2023, he forcefully denounced a person making antisemitic remarks, an interaction described by the Columbia Spectator.
Since last fall, Mahdawi has met weekly with a group of Israeli students at Columbia to discuss a peaceful resolution to the conflict. This month, more than 200 Israelis living in the U.S. signed an open letter condemning his arrest.

Mohsen Mahdawi, a Palestinian student at Columbia University, was detained April 14 at an Immigration and Customs Enforcement office in Colchester, Vermont.


After Mahdawi arrived for his naturalization interview at an ICE office in Vermont on April 14, he was taken into custody by masked agents. The same day, agents drove him to the airport in Burlington with the goal of flying him to Louisiana, his lawyers said. Several other international students involved in pro-Palestinian campus activism, including Mahmoud Khalil and Rumeysa Ozturk, have been sent to detention centers in that state.
Mahdawi missed the flight by nine minutes, he told a crowd outside the courthouse. Around the same time, a Vermont judge issued an order telling the government not to remove him from the state in response to an emergency motion filed by Mahdawi's lawyers.
Tricia McLaughlin, assistant secretary for public affairs for the Department of Homeland Security, did not respond to a question about where the agents were taking Mahdawi.
"The Trump Administration is committed to restoring the rule of law to our immigration system," McLaughlin said in a statement Wednesday. "No lawsuit, not this one or any other, is going to stop us from doing that." A State Department spokesperson previously declined to comment on ongoing litigation. Prosecutors indicated they will appeal Crawford's order.
At Wednesday's hearing inside a packed courtroom, Crawford said the government had failed to show that Mahdawi was a danger to the community or a flight risk.
Prosecutors submitted a police report from 2015 alleging Mahdawi had made inflammatory comments; the FBI investigated and took no further action. In a sworn statement, Mahdawi denied making the comments. His lawyer called them "cartoonishly racist hearsay."
Crawford pointed to the more than 125 letters submitted on Mahdawi's behalf by neighbors, professors and friends, many of them Jewish, attesting to his "commitment to principles of nonviolence."
Mahdawi, who was born in a refugee camp in the West Bank, met and married an American woman who studied medicine at Dartmouth College. He received his green card in 2015 and the couple later divorced. He became a practicing Buddhist. At Columbia, he majored in philosophy and was set to graduate next month.
Inside the courtroom, Mahdawi embraced his lawyers after the judge announced his order. Within minutes, Mahdawi was outside under a sunny sky addressing the crowd. He gathered with others in a circle, their arms around one another, and sang "We Shall Overcome."
Asked what he was most looking forward to after more than two weeks in prison, Mahdawi smiled and looked up. "Nature," he said.

Mohsen Mahdawi pictured near a cabin he built in Vermont's Upper Valley. (Michael Denmeade) 
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A tiny tribe wanted to shape the future of a famed canyon. Ancient DNA helped.
The Picuris Pueblo tribal nation initiated a genetic study that confirms their connection to Chaco Canyon -- a potential model for Indigenous people to partner with scientists.
By Carolyn Y. Johnson | 2025-04-30

Researchers look at a Round House, a structure used in various rituals at Picuris Pueblo. (Thomaz Pinotti)


The elders of the Picuris Pueblo nation, a 300-person tribe in Northern New Mexico, have passed down their history for centuries. They trace ancestral connections to the famed complex of sandstone dwellings and roads at Chaco Canyon, a World Heritage site about 125 miles to the west.
But the small tribe didn't have a "seat at the table" or much influence when it came to the future of Chaco Canyon and debates about drilling in the area, said Picuris Lt. Gov. Craig Quanchello. Six years ago, the tribe took the unusual step of partnering with an international team of scientists to probe whether analysis of ancient DNA could strengthen their case and more firmly connect them to the community they wanted to shape.
The findings, reported Wednesday in the journal Nature, confirm what the Picuris have always known -- a continuous genetic thread connects human remains at Chaco Canyon to Picuris ancestors to modern-day people. The work also provides a possible new model for research involving Indigenous people, in which research is driven by the community.
"We steered this ship, in the hopes that using technology in the Western way, they would now listen," Quanchello said at a news conference. "We've always known who we are. Our elders [have] always known we've been here. Come to find out, everything we felt and knew [is] just validated on their terms."
The study is novel because research on Indigenous communities has often been exploitative. Scientists drop into a community and take samples -- sometimes without proper consent -- and publish results without consideration of how they might affect tribal members.
The Havasupai tribe in Arizona, for example, sued Arizona State University in 2004 after samples collected for a study of type 2 diabetes were used without permission on other genetic studies. A 2017 genetic study of human remains in Chaco Canyon created a firestorm of criticism, because scientists failed to consult with tribal nations affiliated with the site.
The new study offers an alternate way for such studies to occur, guided by the interests of the tribe.
"I truly believe that DNA can be used to help Indigenous people fight for their rights, their claims and their sovereignty," said Thomaz Pinotti, a geneticist from the University of Copenhagen who led the work.
Katrina Claw, a Navajo geneticist at the University of Colorado's Anschutz Medical Campus who was not involved in the study, said the tribe's participation is evident in the paper, which discusses the traditional knowledge of the Picuris alongside genetics.
"I think we're entering an era where ethical standards have changed -- from 5 years ago, 10 years ago, 20 years ago. It's changing rapidly, which is very positive," Claw said. "I like that scientists and researchers are trying to keep up with these changes."

The ruins of Pueblo Bonito house built by Ancient Puebloan People is seen at Chaco Culture National Historical Park. (Mladen Antonov/AFP/Getty Images)


Picuris is a small tribe today, but this wasn't always the case. Before the arrival of European colonizers, there were around 3,000 individuals according to the paper's estimate. Within a century, their population plummeted by 90 percent.
Michael Adler, an archaeologist at Southern Methodist University, began working closely with the Picuris in the early 1990s. He said Western scientists, including himself, knew embarrassingly little about the tribe's history at the time.
The traditional "archaeological worldview," Adler said, was that the Picuris did not follow the ways of the Chacoan people to the west, who built "great houses" of masonry with hundreds of rooms. Chaco was the center of the Pueblo world from about 850 to 1150. Nearly two dozen tribes have ancestral claims to the site.
But around that same time, the Picaris built subterranean pit houses. Their pottery style was different.
"Even though everyday in class, we tell our students, 'pots aren't people, arrowheads aren't people,' we fall into the same pitfall," Adler said.
Traditional knowledge, however, was clear that Picuris people had a deep connection to Chaco Canyon. Tribal leaders said that line of evidence was often ignored.

Picuris tribal member Clifford Tsosie, second from left, gave a tour of the village to members of the research team, including Victor Moreno-Mayar, Eske Willerslev and Thomaz Pinotti. (Michael Adler)


In 2019, Picuris tribal leaders were faced with a dilemma: what to do with human remains that had been exhumed in archaeological excavations that began in the 1960s. Tribal leaders wondered whether genetic analysis could help reveal their ties to Chaco Canyon.
Members of the tribe began meeting with experts in ancient DNA from the University of Copenhagen via Zoom. Undertaking the project was risky, with concerns about how the data and samples might be used. After two years of consultation, they decided to move ahead. Eske Willerslev, an ancient DNA expert at the University of Copenhagen said the tribe retained the right to call off the research at any point.
"There has unfortunately been a long history of harmful and unethical genomic research with Indigenous communities and Ancestors, and many Indigenous communities have had deep -- and justifiable! -- concerns about studies of their DNA and the DNA of their Ancestors," Deborah Bolnick, an anthropological geneticist at the University of Connecticut who was not involved in the research, said in an email.
Bolnick said she hoped to see tribal members directly involved in data collection and analysis, but she praised the current study as refreshing and positive.
Anne Stone, an anthropological geneticist at Arizona State University, agreed. "I think it's a very deliberative process when a community decides to participate. And given the politics and impact of colonialism -- a very brave process. And I think this is a lovely example of a respectful dialogue between both parties."
In total, scientists analyzed DNA from 16 Picuris individuals who lived 500 to 700 years ago and 13 present-day individuals. They compared those data to the 2017 genetic study of human remains from Chaco Canyon, which had been criticized because tribal communities were not consulted.
Scientists said that they were hesitant at first to use the controversial dataset. They brought the question before Picuris leaders. Those leaders said, "It's not your call, that's our call," Adler recalled being told.
Those genomic data show a throughline, from Chaco Canyon to present day Picuris -- reflecting traditional knowledge, and giving the Picuris a new line of evidence when trying to make their voices heard.
The research team is quick to say they aren't making an exclusive claim. Other tribes also have genetic ties to Chaco ancestors. But now the Picuris know.
"We have it on their terms, with the science talk," Quanchello said. "It not only runs through our land, through our veins, but now through science."
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The latest on measles outbreak cases in the U.S.
The latest measles outbreak case counts, with data from the CDC and affected states.
By Dan Keating | 2025-04-30
The United States is experiencing a large measles outbreak centered in West Texas. The first cases were reported in late January. Since then, the outbreak has spilled over to more states. Two unvaccinated and otherwise healthy school-aged children have died in Texas. An unvaccinated adult has died in New Mexico.
Here's a look at measles cases so far this year from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and affected states.
Most of the cases are in the Texas region.
The national view of cases.
The outbreak is mainly among unvaccinated children. These are the latest CDC estimates of vaccination rates for kindergartners, from the 2023-2024 school year. To prevent measles outbreaks, 95 percent of the population needs to be vaccinated with two doses of the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine.
Data for this page is updated as of April 30, 2025. Lena H. Sun contributed to this report.
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Man accused of killing woman, then confessing under someone else's name
An Indiana county prosecutor said Nigel Thomas used social media to frame another man, who was arrested and jailed for over a week before being freed. 
By Victoria Bisset | 2025-04-30

Nigel Thomas was charged with the murder of Wilma Robertson. (Butler County Sheriff's  Office)


Police carrying out a welfare check in Hanover, Indiana, this month discovered the body of a 35-year-old woman who had been stabbed inside her home. The case seemed straightforward: A man from Kentucky had apparently sent messages to the victim's family admitting to the killing and was soon arrested.
Prosecutors now allege that while the killer was behind the messages, he did not use his own name and instead attempted to frame an innocent man, who spent more than a week in jail before he was freed.
Nigel Thomas, 34 -- also known as "Nati Bang" -- was arrested Friday in Oxford, Ohio, in the killing of Wilma Robertson, Jefferson County Prosecutor David Sutter said in a Monday statement. The man he is accused of framing was released the same day.
After Robertson's killing, Thomas "engaged in an elaborate plan to frame a man named Shawn Bailey for her death," the statement said. "Thomas fabricated evidence to incriminate Shawn Bailey," including setting up multiple social media accounts in Bailey's name, which he then allegedly used to send the false confessions to Robertson's relatives.
Bailey was arrested on April 15, the day after Robertson's body was discovered. He was released 10 days later after new evidence, including DNA analysis, ruled him out as a suspect, the statement said.
The Jefferson County prosecutor and several police departments involved in the case did not immediately respond to The Washington Post's requests for comment early Wednesday, and it was not clear whether Thomas had legal representation. Sutter's statement did not provide any further details about Robertson's death or a potential motive behind the killing. He said in an email that all court documents for the case are under seal.
Robertson had two children and worked as a certified nursing assistant, according to an obituary posted online by the Morgan and Nay Funeral Center in Madison, Indiana, and "would often post videos on social media bringing encouragement and inspiration to those who followed her."
"The criminal justice system is ultimately a search for the truth," Sutter said in the statement. "Multiple agencies across three states worked tirelessly in their pursuit of all investigative leads to uncover the crimes of Nigel Thomas and clear Shawn Bailey."
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Teens threatened with kidnapping charges over lacrosse team hazing
Prosecutors gave 11 high-schoolers in Syracuse, New York, a 48-hour deadline to turn themselves in or face felony kidnapping charges over a "hazing on steroids."
By Leo Sands | 2025-04-30

New York's Onondaga County District Attorney Bill Fitzpatrick speaks during a news conference in 2019. (Nick Lisi/AP)


Authorities in Upstate New York have given a group of high-schoolers, accused of staging an extreme lacrosse team hazing ritual, an ultimatum: hand yourselves in within 48 hours or face felony charges for kidnapping.
Onondaga County District Attorney Bill Fitzpatrick accused 11 students of staging the kidnapping of at least five younger lacrosse team players last Thursday as part of an elaborate initiation ritual that involved driving them into the woods, brandishing what appeared to be a handgun and putting at least one of them into the trunk of a car.
"I cannot really adequately express to this community the level of stupidity and lack of judgment involved in this case," Fitzpatrick said during a news conference Tuesday. "This went way beyond hazing."
Fitzpatrick did not name the  students, who he said were a mixture of minors and 18-year-olds, as no charges have been brought. He said he believed they were lacrosse team players at Westhill High School in the western suburbs of Syracuse and that there could be more than 11 involved.
At the news conference Tuesday, the district attorney called on those involved to turn themselves in within 48 hours and receive an appearance ticket for unlawful imprisonment, a misdemeanor. After that, he said, anyone else believed to have participated will be prosecuted as an adult and given a felony charge of kidnapping, "perhaps in the second degree." In the state of New York, kidnapping in the second degree is punishable by imprisonment of up to 25 years.
"This is a one-time, 48-hour offer," Fitzpatrick said.
According to an investigation by the local sheriff's office, the hazers pulled off a mock kidnapping, beginning with a seemingly innocent offer to give a group of younger students a ride to watch a lacrosse game, Fitzpatrick said.
That offer was a ruse, Fitzpatrick said.
The driver of their vehicle pretended to get lost in a remote, southern area of Onondaga County. Then, he said, a group of masked accomplices -- pretending to be kidnappers -- emerged from the surrounding woods, dressed in black and armed with what appeared to be a handgun and a knife.
At this point, Fitzpatrick said, some of the younger players managed to escape, but at least one person was tied up, hooded with what appeared to be a pillowcase and placed in the trunk of a car. While that student did not sustain physical injuries and was eventually returned home, he believed at one point that he would be abandoned in the woods, Fitzpatrick said.
"I've seen the videotape of what happened to this young man. It is not a rite of passage," Fitzpatrick said, adding that the student faced "long-term" emotional damage.
"If you want to welcome someone onto your team and toughen them up, maybe an extra hour of practice might be appropriate, as opposed to taking someone at gunpoint, stuffing them in the back of the car and traumatizing them for the rest of their life."
Fitzpatrick said he intends to prosecute those involved irrespective of whether the victims and their families want to bring charges, in a reflection of the seriousness of the offense. "This is criminal activity, and this is hazing on steroids," he said.
It was not immediately clear Wednesday morning if any students had responded to the district attorney's ultimatum. The district attorney and local sheriff's office did not immediately respond to overnight requests for comment.
Westhill Central School District is cooperating with the district attorney's office, Superintendent Steve Dunham said in an email Wednesday. "Any behavior that negatively affects the physical safety, mental health or well-being of other students will be addressed promptly and appropriately," he added.
On Tuesday, local news outlet Syracuse.com reported that Dunham had canceled the Westhill boys lacrosse team's season, citing an email he sent to parents.
The school contacted law enforcement after becoming aware of the incident on Friday morning, Dunham said in a previous letter to parents, reported by Syracuse.com.
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What are Ukraine's critical minerals actually worth? No one knows.
The U.S. and Ukraine announced a contentious minerals deal Wednesday. But the value of Ukraine's minerals remains murky.
By Adam Taylor, Anumita Kaur, Rachel Pannett | 2025-05-01

Environmental experts for CDM Engineering Ukraine, Yuliia Zazerina and Alina Tatarchuk, test the groundwater level at the Polokhivske lithium deposit in Ukraine's Kirovograd region. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)


President Donald Trump has suggested that the minerals beneath Ukraine could be worth trillions of dollars and that they could help shore up vital U.S. supply chains. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has said his country's mineral wealth is "priceless."
But as the United States and Ukraine signed a deal Wednesday paving the way for joint investment in Ukraine's mineral wealth, oil, gas and other natural resources, the full extent of what lies below ground in Ukraine remains unclear.
The work of mining and processing minerals is slow, messy and can require vast new infrastructure, with uncertain costs. In many cases, that means deposits are not economically viable to exploit, according to analysts.
Currently, foreign investors are reluctant to intensify mineral projects in Ukraine for a number of reasons, including the war, and the lack of concrete security guarantees from the United States.
The deal announced Wednesday will establish the "United States-Ukraine Reconstruction Investment Fund," allowing the "two countries to work collaboratively and invest together to ensure that our mutual assets, talents, and capabilities can accelerate Ukraine's economic recovery," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a statement. Ukraine's government posted the full text of the agreement online Thursday.
Extracting many of the critical minerals the United States seeks -- including lithium, graphite, uranium and titanium -- would "require billions in investment," Robert Muggah, principal at SecDev, a geopolitical and digital risk company that has studied Ukraine's resources, said ahead of initial talks between Trump and Zelensky at the White House in February.
That Oval Office meeting devolved into a shouting match between Zelensky, Trump and Vice President JD Vance in front of reporters, leaving the fate of the deal unresolved for months.

While meeting in the Oval Office on Feb. 28, President Donald Trump and Vice President Vance got into an argument with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.


Yulia Svyrydenko, Ukraine's minister of economy, said the latest version of the deal "reflects the United States' dedication to Ukraine's security, recovery, and reconstruction."
The agreement, reviewed by The Post, states that Kyiv and Washington agree it affirms a "long-term strategic alignment" between the two countries and U.S. "support for Ukraine's security, prosperity, reconstruction, and integration into global economic frameworks."
Gaining access to Ukraine's minerals could be a long-term bet, according to analysts.
Willy Shih, a Harvard economist who studies supply chains, said at the time of the Oval Office talks that developing a new mine "might take 10 years" or more.
Trump in his second term has shown an intense interest in critical minerals, apparently out of concern about China's growing domination across a range of resources. He mentioned minerals in remarks about gaining territory in Canada and Greenland, and he said Ukraine's mineral wealth should be used to repay the cost of U.S. aid since Russia invaded the country three years ago.

An ilmenite mine in the central region of Kirovohrad, Ukraine. (Efrem Lukatsky/AP)


The Biden administration also considered access to resources a priority. But new projects are hard to make economically viable when Chinese production keeps prices low, said Alex Jacquez, a former White House official who worked on industrial policy.
"There are massive deposits of these shiny new critical minerals and rare earths that everyone is now focused on around the world," Jacquez said. "There's a reason there's not a massive influx of new production outside of China."
The most significant mapping of Ukraine's mineral resources was performed in the Soviet era. Details of key mineral deposits, including titanium and lithium, have been classified since. "It's a very outdated approach," said Roman Opimakh, former director general of the Ukrainian Geological Survey.
Some experts noted that more than a decade ago, U.S. officials said Afghanistan was sitting on $1 trillion in minerals. Trump later expressed interest in these resources in his first term. But those minerals are still sitting there, untapped.
"Ukraine has significant mineral potential, but how large that potential is, we simply don't know," said Rod Eggert, deputy director of the Critical Materials Innovation Hub at the Colorado School of Mines.
Ukrainian officials admit a large portion of the country's mineral resources are in territory held by Russia, including the resource-rich Donbas region. SecDev's estimates found that 40 percent of critical minerals were in Russian-controlled areas, Muggah said.
In some cases, resources the U.S. is seeking from Ukraine might not be plentiful. Trump in February said that the proposed deal would include "rare earths and other things." But the U.S. Geological Survey does not record Ukraine as having significant deposits of rare earths, a category of 17 elements with varied high-tech and industrial functions.
Ukraine is known to have significant deposits of lithium, graphite, uranium and titanium -- minerals that are sometimes mistakenly included among rare earths. All four have been listed as "critical minerals" by the U.S. Geological Survey, an indication that their global supply chains are threatened.
These are important raw materials for the future. Lithium and graphite are both crucial for batteries that power electric vehicles, while uranium is used for nuclear energy.
As strong as steel but some 45 percent lighter, titanium is used in alloys important to the commercial aerospace and defense industries. Ukrainian officials have said that up to 20 percent of the world's supply of titanium is in Ukraine's earth, though other estimates are far lower.
Turning Ukraine's large deposits of minerals such as ilmenite, a titanium-iron oxide, into "titanium sponge," the first stage in making the metal, requires intensive and expensive methods -- and only then can it be combined into valuable alloys.
"It's the processing that is key," Shih said. "It's dirty and energy-intensive."

The U.S.-Ukraine mineral deal is an important step in the war with Russia. Here's why Ukraine's natural resources have become a valuable negotiating chip.


The United States stopped making titanium sponge in 2020, citing the high cost compared with cheaper imports. While Ukraine can make titanium sponge, its only plant -- Zaporizhzhia Titanium-Magnesium -- has halted production because it is close to the front line.
Russia and China dominate the global market, which is widely acknowledged in the West as a major supply chain issue. One giant state-backed Russian firm has continued to supply Western aerospace companies during the war in Ukraine.
Velta, a Ukrainian company, is experimenting with a new, quicker way of making titanium alloys. But it could be some years away from large-scale use, said Matthew Murray, a former Obama administration official who chairs Velta's advisory board.
Murray said he hoped a Ukraine-U.S. deal would allow more investment in the project, as Trump "clearly has in mind that he wants to be able to compete with China more effectively."
While titanium is being mined, other Ukrainian resources lie dormant. The Ukrainian Geological Survey estimates that the country has 500,000 metric tons of lithium reserves -- among Europe's largest deposits and around 3 percent of global supply.
But Ukraine does not extract lithium, in part because deposits are based in petalite, a type of mineral that makes mining and processing more expensive, said Volodymyr Landa, an economist with the Kyiv-based Center for Economic Strategy.
Soviet-era infrastructure still dominates. The Zavallivsky graphite mine in central Ukraine has not been modernized since the height of the Cold War. Refining graphite to battery grade requires extra processes that would cost even more and are hazardous to the environment.
"Most Western nations struggle to compete with China due to energy costs and environmental regulations," said Pierre Josso, deputy director of the U.K. Critical Minerals Intelligence Center.
Ukraine's only producer of uranium ore, meanwhile, is the state-owned VostGOK. Its mining costs are so high that it cannot currently turn a profit. Before the war, Ukraine's nuclear industry relied on uranium from Russia.
Ukraine does have large-scale extraction industries outside of critical minerals. The country has enormous iron ore reserves, which it uses as the raw ingredient for its sprawling steel industry. But there, too, old Soviet technology dominates. The war has hindered plans to transition to "green" steel, which uses hydrogen rather than fossil fuels and requires a different type of iron ore.
Oil and gas have also been mentioned in discussions of the deal and would probably be more economically viable faster.
Results on critical mineral projects, on the other hand, might take decades.
"It's a capital-intensive business, and it's a long-term project," said Opimakh, the former director general of the Ukrainian Geological Survey. But, he said, that does not mean it would not pay off eventually. "To satisfy the demand" for new technology, "you need critical minerals," he said.
Siobhan O'Grady and Leo Sands contributed to this report.
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South Korea's presidential race upended as front-runner returns to court
Democratic Party nominee Lee Jae-myung will be retried on electoral violation charges, while the acting president has resigned and is expected to enter the race.
By Michelle Lee | 2025-05-01

Lee Jae-myung, South Korea's Democratic Party presidential candidate, at a primary rally on Sunday. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


SEOUL -- South Korea's presidential race was upended Thursday, less than five weeks until election day, when the front-runner was ordered to undergo a new trial on charges of election law violations and the nation's acting president resigned amid speculation he will enter the field.
South Korea's tumultuous political scene had looked like it was beginning to stabilize after an unprecedented declaration of martial law, multiple impeachments and a president put on criminal trial on charges of insurrection.
The Supreme Court ordered a new trial on Thursday for Lee Jae-myung, the Democratic Party nominee with a commanding lead in polls, who was convicted of an election law violation last year -- for lying during his presidential campaign in 2022 -- but had the verdict overturned on appeal.
Now the Supreme Court has quashed that decision with unusual speed, raising questions about whether Lee will still be eligible to run for the presidency.
He can still run for office while the case returns to the courts, a process that usually takes months. Even if the lower court rules against Lee, he can appeal, which could delay a final verdict past the June 3 election and mean that voters would go to the polls with his case unresolved. If he was successful in the election, he would have immunity from further prosecution as president. But there is debate over whether that immunity would extend to trials that began before the election.
Regardless of the status of his case by election day, the Supreme Court's decision is likely to deepen the controversy over his record and potentially hurt him among moderate swing voters who are already uncomfortable with Lee's political scandals.
"This ruling is completely different from what I expected. But what is important is that the law reflects the consensus of the people, and the will of the people is the most important," Lee told reporters Thursday.
Meanwhile, a new candidate is set to enter the presidential race: Han Duck-soo, a career technocrat who served as prime minister but became acting president in December after South Korea's elected president was impeached.

South Korea's Han Duck-soo pays his respects following the death of Pope Francis last week. Han has resigned as acting president and hinted he intends to run for the top office. (Anthony Wallace/AFP/Getty Images)


Shortly after the Supreme Court ruling in Lee's case Thursday, Han resigned as acting president effective immediately and hinted he intends to run for the top office. In recent days, as some polls showed growing support for Han, South Korean media reported that he may resign and launch a presidential bid.
"I decided that if there is no other path than this, then I must take it," Han said Thursday, describing his decision to step down.
Han denounced extreme politics and called for unity in the deeply divided society.
A former South Korean ambassador to the United States who had previously served as finance minister, Han became prime minister in 2022 under President Yoon Suk Yeol. He is highly regarded by many policymakers and security experts in Washington.
Some political analysts here say Han, who has always been a bureaucrat and never a politician, could be a credible contrast to Lee, a controversial figure. But he faces an uphill battle and has no strong political base.
South Korea has been through a riotous political period since Yoon declared martial law in December. The decree itself was short-lived, but the fallout has continued for months, and the nation has rotated through acting top leaders.
Han took the helm after Yoon was impeached for his decision to declare martial law. Then Han was impeached and suspended after opposition party leaders blamed him for stalling the judicial appointments needed to continue Yoon's impeachment process.
But the Constitutional Court reinstated Han as acting president in March. Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok, who took over when Han was impeached, was expected to return to the acting leadership. But late Thursday, Choi also resigned, as he was also facing an impeachment motion because of his decisions around judicial appointments. Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister Lee Ju-ho is expected to assume the role.
The Constitutional Court found last month that Yoon had gravely violated the constitution by declaring martial law, and it permanently removed him from office. By law, South Korea must hold a new presidential election within 60 days of Yoon's removal.
Yoon continues to face a criminal trial on charges of insurrection for his attempt to seize control by imposing martial law.
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A rising star was accused of cookbook plagiarism. But can you own a recipe?
Two food writers accused Brooke Bellamy of copying their recipes, raising questions over whether it is ever legally possible to copyright food creations.
By Victoria Craw | 2025-05-01

Australian food writer Nagi Maehashi has accused bakery owner and influencer Brooke Bellamy of using two of her recipes in her first cookbook, "Bake with Brooki." (iStock)


Caramel, baklava and vanilla cake are not supposed to taste this sour. A rising star in the baking world has been accused of plagiarism for her version of three classic dishes in her first cookbook, sparking online outcry and raising questions about whether it's possible to ever "own" a recipe.
The case is the latest copyright allegation in the food industry, where chefs and influencers tread a delicate line between blending the necessary steps to make food with innovations to create something to be repeated and shared.
On Tuesday, Australian food writer Nagi Maehashi, of the popular food website RecipeTin Eats, accused bakery owner and influencer Brooke Bellamy of using two of her recipes -- for caramel slice, a classic Australian recipe layering chocolate and caramel atop a biscuit base, and baklava -- in her first cookbook, "Bake with Brooki."
Maehashi, who has published two cookbooks, also accused Bellamy's publisher, Penguin Random House Australia, of copyright infringement, and published side-by-side pictures of her and Bellamy's recipes. The company's lawyers rejected the allegations, Maehashi said. Neither Penguin Random House Australia, Maehashi nor Maehashi's lawyers responded to requests for comment.
"This is a story about a multi-million dollar cookbook by a social media influencer, published by a blue-chip publisher, featuring numerous recipes that, in my opinion, are plagiarised, given the detailed and extensive word-for-word similarities to mine and those of other authors," Maehashi wrote.
The plagiarism claims were echoed by U.S. baker Sally McKenney, author of Sally's Baking Addiction, who wrote on Instagram that her vanilla cake recipe  had been "plagiarized in this book." Maehashi said she recognized McKenney's cake because of its unusual use of buttermilk as an ingredient. McKenney did not respond to a request for comment.
Bellamy denied the allegations. "Like many bakers, I draw inspiration from the classics, but the creations you see at Brooki Bakehouse reflect my own experience, taste, and passion for baking, born of countless hours of my childhood spent in my home kitchen with Mum," she said in a statement Wednesday.
She added that she had been subject to online attacks since the allegations emerged.
"While baking has leeway for creativity, much of it is a precise science and is necessarily formulaic," she said. "Many recipes are bound to share common steps and measures: if they don't, they simply don't work." In a separate post on Instagram, she said she had offered to remove the recipes from future reprints of the book to "prevent further aggravation."
While intellectual property law -- which covers patents, trademarks, copyright and trade secrets -- can be used to protect unique names of creations such as the Cronut or trade secrets like the formula for Coca-Cola, it's much trickier with recipes.
Copyright law in Australia, where Bellamy and Maehashi are based, follows the same broad architecture as in the United States and Britain, where simple lists of ingredients or recipe steps can't be protected because they are regarded as an idea.
It is only when there is a highly original expression of instructions or a collection of recipes, such as in a book, that there may be a basis for a claim.
Legal experts say the proliferation of content in the online world has amplified opportunities for creators to share their content, but also makes distinguishing its origins difficult.
"Recipes are mostly derivative of each other, and I think that's okay," said Jenne Claiborne, the creator of recipe website Sweet Potato Soul. "The problem comes when you clearly copy someone's unique spin or original never-before-seen recipe without credit."
In 2021, the publisher of London-based chef Elizabeth Haigh's highly anticipated cookbook, "Makan: Recipes from the Heart of Singapore," withdrew the title from circulation "due to rights issues" after another author claimed that content in Haigh's book, including recipes and other passages, had been copied from her own.
On the flip side, in 2010, Jessica Seinfeld won a copyright lawsuit filed against her after a New York judge ruled that her cookbook, "Deceptively Delicious," did not plagiarize that of Missy Chase Lapine as the central idea behind both books -- hiding vegetables in kids' food -- was not protectable by law.
In her Instagram statement, Bellamy described recipe development as being "enveloped in inspiration from other cooks, cookbook authors, food bloggers and content creators." (Maehashi also said her baklava recipe was initially sourced and credited from another food website, Natasha's Kitchen, before she rewrote it in her own words after testing it extensively.)
Daniela Simone, a senior lecturer in intellectual property law at Australia's Macquarie University, said the scope of copyright law in Australia for recipes is "so thin, there would almost have to be exact copying" for a claim to succeed.
"They could have independently come up with the same way of expressing a particularly common method or set of ingredients," Simone said.
"The key difference, for me at least, is between a moral wrong and a legal wrong. Plagiarism is a moral wrong -- but legally it's less likely to be successful," she said in a phone interview.
William Miles, a partner at Briffa, a U.K.-based law firm specializing in intellectual property law, said the incident highlights the ethical issue of acknowledgment for inspiration, particularly in the online world where judgments from the public can be swift and brutal.
"To be honest, the damage could already be done by the court of public opinion," he said. "And the judgment from the court of law, which might take a year or two years to produce, is often forgotten because ... the bad media has already been generated."
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Firefighters battle blazes near Jerusalem as officials investigate cause
The blazes were concentrated on the city's outskirts and firefighting efforts are ongoing, authorities said. At least nine nearby communities were evacuated.
By Heidi Levine, Lior Soroka, Frances Vinall, Vivian Ho | 2025-05-01

Videos show people abandoning their vehicles and others driving through flames on the main highway between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem on April 30.


LATRUN, Israel -- At the Latrun Monastery northwest of Jerusalem, smoke rose into the air as firefighters sprayed their hoses on hot spots Thursday, amid a blackened landscape that still smoldered around the ancient olive trees.
Farther east in the blackened forest near Sha'ar Hagai, a wild boar fled with her young as fire crews checked for spot fires. Firefighter Rami Alyan -- a 32-year-old Palestinian Israeli who lives in Jerusalem -- knelt on the dirt road by a fire truck to pray. The crew was a mix of Arabs and Jews, his colleague Shlomi Saadon said. "In Israel, we are the same people," said Saadon, 51.
The common enemy Thursday was the wind. While the flames were under control in this area, with just bits of the charred ground smoldering, the firefighters feared that it could worsen. "The wind is coming," Saadon said. "We are afraid of the wind because if the wind gets stronger, it will take the forest fire much further.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned Wednesday night that the wildfires in Israel that had forced communities near Jerusalem to evacuate could also threaten the city. He called the blazes, which broke out that day, life-threatening and a "national danger."
Shmulik Friedman, Jerusalem District Fire and Rescue commander, said in a Wednesday news conference that the fires were the biggest in recent years and may be the largest in Israel's history. About 5,000 acres had burned as of Thursday, including about 3,200 acres of forest, according to the Jewish National Fund (KKL), a forestry organization.
There were dozens of active fire centers, concentrated in the Jerusalem Hills between the city and Tel Aviv, Friedman said, according to Israeli media outlets. He said he expected the firefighting effort to continue until at least Saturday.
Tal Volvovitch, a spokeswoman for Israel's fire and rescue service, said in an interview that investigators were looking into the cause of the fire but there were no findings yet, with most efforts still focused on extinguishing the blaze.
Ninety-three firefighting and rescue teams are operating in several fire spots near Jerusalem, Volvovitch added. She said 20 firefighters were slightly injured.
The fires broke out on Israel's Memorial Day and ahead of its Independence Day, from Tuesday night to Thursday, causing many events to be canceled.
Magen David Adom, Israel's emergency medical service, said it transferred at least 12 people to hospitals with injuries such as smoke inhalation and treated at least 10 on the spot as of Wednesday.
The first fire began in the Mesilat Zion area, about 10 miles from Jerusalem, and grew as it was fueled by strong winds, Friedman said. At least nine communities had been evacuated, according to the fire authority, but evacuated residents were allowed to return as of Thursday afternoon.
Several countries had offered help or were sending planes to assist with firefighting efforts, Israel's fire and rescue service said.

Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning near the Latrun Monastery, northwest of Jerusalem, on Thursday. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post) 


The main highway between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem had been closed, though it reopened Thursday morning, according to Israeli police.
The Israel Defense Forces has been instructed to assist as needed and has deployed search-and-rescue brigade members, firefighting teams, fire trucks, aerial observation aircraft and a heavy transport plane to drop fire retardants, it said.
There is a ban on fires in open areas in place until at least next Wednesday.
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After 100 days, the toll of Trump's foreign aid cuts has begun to sink in
Here's how programs on the ground in countries around the world have been upended by President Donald Trump's swift dismantling of most U.S. international aid.
By Sammy Westfall | 2025-05-01

A nurse with patients at a hospital in Kisumu, Kenya, on April 24. Nearly  18 percent of adults in Kisumu have HIV -- about four times the national average of 4.5 percent. (Michel Lunanga/Getty Images)


In the first 100 days of his second term as president, Donald Trump has presided over a dismantling of U.S. foreign aid so sweeping that in many areas only a skeleton remains.
Few foresaw the speed and magnitude of the world-spanning cuts pursued by Trump, Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service (the Department of Government Efficiency).
First came an executive order that paused all international assistance, followed by a stop-work order that ground aid projects to a halt, including in some of the world's most impoverished and unstable regions. While some programs received limited waivers to continue, including those deemed to offer live-saving assistance, funding for these was often disrupted.
Three months in, the Trump administration has axed more than 80 percent of programs funded through the U.S. Agency for International Development, and the agency has been whittled to a nub. Much of what remains, from parts of a bipartisan anti-HIV program estimated to have saved 25 million lives worldwide to food and nutrition assistance in countries facing severe hunger, faces an uncertain future.
USAID and the State Department oversee some 90 percent of the U.S. foreign aid budget. Trump and Rubio plan to cut State Department funding nearly in half, and the administration is in the process of slashing the U.S. African Development Foundation, the U.S. Institute of Peace, the Inter-American Foundation and the Millennium Challenge Corporation, independent government agencies and institutions also involved in aid and development. The full extent of cuts has yet to be fully quantified, as Trump's budget takes shape.
The United States accounted for 40 percent of all humanitarian aid the United Nations tracked last year. Aid groups around the world are navigating a head-spinning period.
It has been "enormously hard to communicate to staff, to clients, to people, in some cases, whose lives are at stake -- the outcome of these deliberations that are happening in darkened offices somewhere in Washington D.C.," said Simon Adams, head of the Center for Victims of Torture, an organization that offers counseling to survivors of torture in Ethiopia, Jordan and elsewhere.
The State Department is "continually evaluating" U.S. aid efforts "to ensure they make America safer, stronger, and more prosperous," read a statement from the department last week. USAID's remaining programs "advance the core national interests of the United States," the statement said, highlighting work on the Ebola outbreak in Uganda, "lifesaving" HIV care and treatment services, emergency treatment in conflict zones and support for "key American strategic partners."
Here is how the first three months of Trump's second term have affected aid organizations on the front lines of crises around the world.

A camp for internally displaced people in Bentiu, South Sudan, in November 2023. (Luke Dray/Getty Images)


South Sudan was already experiencing a spiraling humanitarian crisis -- a confluence of hunger, conflict and disease -- when the stop-work orders and funding cuts hit.
Of 27 health facilities that provided free critical care operated by nonprofit aid organization Save the Children, seven closed and the others had to scale back.
"That's why we are seeing people arriving really at the door of death at these hospitals -- and some have died on the way," said Christopher Nyamandi, the organization's South Sudan director. On a recent trip to the country, he said he saw hundreds of people crowded around admission ward tents meant to hold 25, with sick children and entire families lying in the open.
"What I saw on the ground was one of those things I did not believe I would see in 2025," he said. At least five children with cholera died on a three-hour walk in over 100-degree heat to the closest hospital, after closer clinics shut down due to funding cuts, the organization said.
According to the U.N., three-quarters of people in South Sudan require humanitarian assistance, most of whom are also severely food insecure. Official Development Assistance from governments is equal to about one-quarter of South Sudan's gross national income. The U.S. provides 40 percent of that share, according to the Center for Global Development.
Save the Children last year spent $52 million in South Sudan. It expects to spend $20 million less this year.
A State Department spokesman on Wednesday said the transition toward reorienting foreign assistance program focuses on "improving accountability and strategic coordination -- not eliminating our commitment to vulnerable populations and allies. The United States continues to provide critical, life-saving assistance in South Sudan."

An Eritrean man at a center for Eritrean refugees in the town of Mekele in the Tigray region of Ethiopia in October 2023. (Arlette Bashizi/For The Washington Post)


For the Center for Victims of Torture, the sudden halt in U.S. funding felt like a "handbrake got pulled" and left the people in its care stranded. Many of those people had survived "the worst things human beings can do to one another," said Adams, the organization's president.
The U.S.-based organization provides counseling and therapy care to survivors of torture, including in communities in Ethiopia's Tigray region in the aftermath of conflict; in Kenya providing rehabilitative care with a specialization in LGBTQ+ survivors; and in Jordan, focused on refugees from Iraq and Syria.
But the pause, in many cases, "meant telling people who survived torture and fled from authoritarian regimes and from active conflict zones that the treatment that we were providing them was finished, without any advance warning," said Adams. "Literally just shutting and locking doors and telling them we don't know if and when we'll ever be able to resume again."
Solyana Gebru, a longtime counselor for the center in Tigray, who has been furloughed, said she worries for her clients. The people she serves have gone through imprisonment, torture, displacement, sex slavery and sexual torture. Some were children who had seen their parents killed in front of them, or mothers whose children were killed.
Some clients were suicidal and found it "difficult to start to be hopeful and see the future" after the violence of war, she said.
The organization's annual budget was around $36 million for global programs. After January's announcement, more than 75 percent of that funding was immediately and indefinitely paused.
The organization furloughed some 430 staffers, including former refugees working in refugee camps.
Although some programs continue using non-U. S. funding, "It's hard to see how we can come back," Adams said.

Florence, a former cleaner, holds her last remaining HIV medication at a PEPFAR-supported clinic in Nairobi in March. (Sarah Waiswa/For The Washington Post)


The President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR, the largest public health initiative funded by a single nation, was launched more than two decades ago under President George W. Bush. It has saved about 26 million lives and prevented nearly 8 million babies from being born with HIV, the U.N. estimates.
Some PEPFAR operations around the world resumed under waivers for lifesaving aid after halting during the initial aid pause, but some did not. The State Department says PEPFAR's care, treatment and prevention of mother-to-child transmission services are operational for 85 percent of beneficiaries. PEPFAR's congressional authorization expired late March and its future remains uncertain.
Catherine Connor, vice president of public policy and advocacy at the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation (EGPAF), a nonprofit that works to end pediatric HIV and AIDS in more than a dozen countries, said the stop-work order and project terminations were debilitating.
The organization, which has been a longtime PEPFAR implementing partner, supports treatment projects run locally, including in African countries that face significant challenges in fighting the virus such as Tanzania, Eswatini and Lesotho. The programs in those three countries alone supported 350,000 people, including nearly 10,000 children and more than 10,000 HIV-positive pregnant women.
The organization's work in these three countries was paused by the stop-work order, but resumed under waivers for live-saving aid, only to be suddenly terminated. Funding in Tanzania was eventually restored again, after a series of communications that the organization said came mostly out of the blue, without discussion.
Caspian Chouraya, an Eswatini-based regional director for EGPAF, said: "It's really been, you wake up and today this is on, tomorrow this is not on."
In addition to implementing HIV and AIDS prevention care and services and strengthening local health systems, the organization ran dozens of peer-to-peer support groups for teenagers living with HIV in Eswatini. The teens would encourage each other to continue treatment, and open up about their challenges living with HIV, said Chouraya.
Restricting funding to certain types of lifesaving aid ignores the interconnectivity of these programs, Connor said. For example, a woman may be administered an HIV test at a supported clinic, but if the contract with the receiving lab is cut, they can't get results, she said.

Staff members work at the center for treatment of malnourishment in children of Haji Baba hospital, supported by Action Against Hunger (ACF) in Afghanistan, on Apr. 21. (Samiullah Popal/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


After stop-work orders halted food aid globally, the State Department restored emergency food aid programs. But it completely terminated awards in Yemen and Afghanistan -- both facing severe hunger crises -- due to concerns the funding was "benefiting terrorist groups," State Department spokeswoman Tammy Bruce said at an April 8 news briefing.
More than half of Afghanistan's population is in need of humanitarian aid, according to the U.N. That includes nearly 15 million people facing acute food insecurity.
The U.S. has long been the largest donor to Afghanistan's humanitarian needs and response plan -- funding around half of it in 2024.
The International Rescue Committee, a humanitarian relief organization, operates across Afghanistan, addressing malnutrition and providing food and other key services.
Nearly 80 percent of the IRC's programming in Afghanistan was funded by USAID grants that were terminated in the initial stop-work order. Some work was permitted to resume under lifesaving aid waivers, before U.S. funding for the entire country program was cut last month.
As a result of cuts, more than 700,000 people are at critical risk at losing access to essential humanitarian services from IRC programming, such as outpatient clinics, malnutrition services, protection and emergency cash assistance, said IRC communications officer James Sussman.
"When we one day tell them that there is food on the table, and the next day we tell them 'You know, sorry, the donor has been suspended,'" said Sherine Ibrahim, IRC's Afghanistan country director, "it's not just disappointing. It puts people at greater risk and vulnerability and stress in an already very stressful environment, an already precarious situation for families."
Graphics by Dylan Moriarty and Adrian Blanco Ramos.
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U.K.'s right-wing Reform party aims for historic gains in local races
Thursday's local elections could see a major breakthrough for Reform UK, with the party eyeing hundreds of council seats and a chance to challenge the Conservatives and Labour.
By Steve Hendrix, Karla Adam | 2025-05-01

People enter a polling station as voting gets underway Thursday in the Runcorn and Helsby parliamentary by-election in Frodsham, Britain. (Phil Noble/Reuters) 


LONDON -- Britain's political establishment is braced for the possibility that a right-wing populist movement could make historic gains as voters go to the polls in local elections Thursday. Early polls show the anti-immigration Reform UK party poised to win hundreds of council seats for the first time, potentially upending decades of two-party dominance by the Conservative and Labour camps.
The races are limited to about 1,600 seats in two dozen local councils across England. But political scientists view the contests as the first test of voter sentiment since Labour knocked the Conservatives from power in national elections last summer.
Gains by Reform would be a barometer of public discontent with incumbent parties across the United Kingdom, and signal a growing willingness among Britons to embrace the tear-it-all-down movements roiling politics across Europe and in the United States. Reform UK founder Nigel Farage, a champion of Britain's Brexit vote in 2016 to leave the European Union, has aligned himself with President Donald Trump, Hungary's Viktor Orban and other antiestablishment leaders.
Following Reform victories in three recent special parliamentary races, additional gains by the party Thursday would be seen as a major breakthrough and another signal that the Conservative/Labour lock on electoral power is cracking.
"Britain has arrived at a profoundly interesting moment, what may be the end of the long duopoly of a largely two-party political system," Tony Travers, a professor of government at the London School of Economics, said in an interview. "People are less and less trusting of liberal democracies and more and more willing to vote for eccentric populist parties."
The local elections come 10 months after Labour decisively ended 14 years of Tory governments, putting leader Keir Starmer in the prime minister's office with a 174-seat majority in the House of Commons. It was the ninth time the two dominant parties have traded places at the top of government since 1945.
But Labour's popularity has slumped following early missteps that infuriated the party's left wing, including a cut in winter fuel subsidies for retirees and tax hikes on businesses and farmers that drew tractors to central London in protest.
Conservatives are in an even deeper crisis, struggling to recover from a chaotic final stretch of their reign, when they went through three prime ministers in two months.
British voters are far less partisan than they once were, and Reform is emerging as a haven for disaffected voters from both the Conservatives and Labour.
"Reform voters are a curse on both of the big established parties," said Martin Baxter, chief executive of Electoral Calculus, a political consulting firm. The electorate is "very fluid," he said.
Reform aims to shoulder its way into a three-way split for real electoral power. Thursday's results will be a test of its recent efforts to mature from a rough-hewn protest movement, riven by infighting and scandal-prone candidates, to a party machine racking up wins.

Reform UK founder Nigel Farage and Reform UK mayoral candidate Andrea Jenkyns look toward the media as they have a cream tea break while campaigning in Scunthorpe, England, on Tuesday. (Darren Staples/AP)


Andrea Jenkyns is among the new Reform candidates hoping to win a seat, in Lincolnshire in England's East Midlands.
"The energy on the doorstep is quite remarkable, really. There's some magic there. I haven't felt that since the Brexit years," Jenkyns said in an interview, taking a break from door-knocking in the market town of Grantham on the eve of the election.
Jenkyns was a Conservative lawmaker for nine years before losing her seat in last year's general election. She switched to Reform, and some polls show her leading the race for first mayor of the Greater Lincolnshire region.
The area is one of several where decades of factory closures and complaints about surging immigration have blown up long-standing political norms, giving an upstart party a chance.
Lincolnshire had been a Labour bastion for generations, then voted for Brexit in 2016 and supported Conservatives pledging to "get Brexit done" in 2019.
Last year, voters in Lincolnshire supported Labour again, "because they were fed up with Conservatives," Travers said.
Enter Reform. Farage has campaigned in Lincolnshire and elsewhere in England, holding Trump-style rallies in several areas. The flamboyant politician and broadcaster has been leading efforts to detach Britain from Europe for decades. A former Tory, he broke with Conservatives over the Maastricht Treaty, which created the European Union, in 1992.
Farage founded the anti-Europe, anti-immigrant UK Independence Party and played a key role in goading then-Prime Minister David Cameron into holding the 2016 referendum on Britain's E.U. membership.
After Britons shocked the world by voting to leave the bloc, UKIP lost its purpose and imploded amid scandals. Farage went on to found the Brexit Party in 2018 -- a forerunner to Reform UK.
Despite Farage's instrumental role in the Brexit campaign, his parties, until recently, had struggled to gain traction in national elections. In last summer's general election, Reform UK won five seats in Parliament and 14.3 percent of the vote, making it the third-largest party by vote share.
Reform's gains also helped split the vote on the right, paving the way for Starmer to win a commanding majority with just 33.7 percent of the vote.
In January, polls showed Reform edging ahead of the Conservatives in public support for the first time. The party has been trying to build on the momentum, setting up candidate-vetting systems and bulking up local chapters that had often been little more than Facebook pages. Some recent surveys show Reform with an edge on both major parties.
Still, the party remains prone to dramatic blowups. In March, Reform Parliament member Rupert Lowe blasted Farage as a "messiah" leading a "protest party" and was promptly suspended from the party. Elon Musk, a onetime Farage supporter before the two fell out, hailed Lowe, who is now an Independent, as a preferable Reform leader.
Tory leaders are hoping such spats will eventually lead Reform to melt down.
"Their whole strategy is largely waiting for the implosion of Reform," Travers said of the Conservatives.
Reform's building efforts have also been complicated by Trump's aggressive first months. Farage, an ardent Trump supporter, was forced to criticize the president's unpopular tariff barrage and to praise Starmer's pushback against Trump's threats to cut off aid to Ukraine.
Reform candidates believe the party is finding the right balance between critiquing Trump and tapping the same anger that propelled him to power.
"I'm hoping that anger at the two main parties will overcome the apathy and send a clear message: People want someone who will be a voice for them," Jenkyns said.
A strong performance by Reform on Thursday will show that the Conservatives, in particular, haven't learned their lessons following their major drubbing in the 2024 national election.
"There's a bit of a 'born-to-rule' attitude," she said. "But if you get kicked out, you've got to look at the reasons why."
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She finished a marathon in her wedding gown to honor her late husband
Laura Coleman-Day ran the last three miles of the London Marathon in her wedding dress on what would've been her sixth wedding anniversary.
By Kyle Melnick | 2025-05-01

Laura Coleman-Day ran the last three miles of the London Marathon in her wedding dress. (Chloe Morgan)


With about three miles remaining in the London Marathon, Laura Coleman-Day jogged off the road and onto a median -- but not because she was tired.
Her friends were waiting, holding the ivory wedding dress Coleman-Day had worn on the same day six years earlier, the day her husband Xander told her she looked beautiful in it.
She pulled the dress over her sweaty running clothes and jumped back on the course to finish the marathon in honor of Xander, who died in February 2024 of a complication from stem-cell transplants.
The dress stretched about a foot past Coleman-Day's blue running shoes, so she held up the front and a friend held the train until they crossed the finish line Sunday.
Then Coleman-Day, 34, broke down in tears. Not only did wearing the dress make her feel connected to Xander, she said, but she had also finished her 12th marathon in 12 months as part of a fundraiser for a British stem-cell transplant charity.
"The challenge has brought me through the worst year of my life," Coleman-Day told The Washington Post.
About a decade ago, Coleman-Day, living with her parents, met Xander, who served in the Royal Air Force, near a military base in Northumberland, England. The couple married April 27, 2019, in a Harry Potter-themed wedding in a stone barn in Chipping Norton, a town in Oxfordshire, England.

Laura Coleman-Day and Xander got married on April 27, 2019 in Oxfordshire, England. (Nikki Watkins/Nikki Watkins Photo and Film)


Coleman-Day said she could always find Xander in a crowd by listening for his loud and infectious laugh. He enjoyed birdwatching in his garden in Lincolnshire, and he was especially excited when he spotted his favorite birds, magpies and hoopoes.
But that excitement hardly matched Xander's joy when he learned Coleman-Day was pregnant in February 2021, Coleman-Day said. They had their son, Amos, eight months later.
The next year, Xander was often sick and experiencing night sweats. Coleman-Day said she thought Xander had a cold until September 2022, when he was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, a cancer that occurs when the bone marrow produces too many immature white blood cells.
Xander beat the cancer three months later through chemotherapy, and he underwent a stem cell transplant in January 2023 to try to prevent the cancer from returning. He found a donor through Anthony Nolan, a British charity with a stem cell registry.
But Xander became sick again in June 2023. His liver and kidneys deteriorated, Coleman-Day said, and he was diagnosed with graft-versus-host disease, when transplanted donor cells attack the recipient's tissues.

Laura Coleman-Day with her husband, Xander, and son, Amos. (Laura Coleman-Day)


In the following months, Coleman-Day started planning a marathon project to raise money for Anthony Nolan. Coleman-Day said she wasn't much of a runner, but the hobby helped clear her mind while Xander was sick.
Her plans were sidelined when Xander, 36, died in February 2024, Coleman-Day said.
Coleman-Day said she initially was in denial but soon felt anger that Xander had died before he could watch Amos grow up. She wanted something good to come from Xander's death, so she restarted her marathon fundraiser "in the hope [Anthony Nolan's] research into GvHD will help save future daddy's and mummy's," she wrote.
She scheduled the first of her 12 marathons for May 2024, but she harbored doubts that she could run every race. Suddenly a single mother, Coleman-Day found family members to watch Amos when she went for training runs, or she ran miles on her treadmill after putting Amos to sleep.
In a green singlet and Brooks Glycerin GTS sneakers, Coleman-Day ran marathons through scorching heat, freezing temperatures, rain, strong winds and mud. She wanted to quit during each race, but after finishing, Coleman-Day said she felt a "high" that helped her through her grief.
She was shocked that strangers were donating to her fundraiser, which has now received more than $23,000.

Laura Coleman-Day with her son, Amos, after finishing a marathon in October. (Laura Coleman-Day)


Still, many days, Coleman-Day said she didn't want to leave her bed. But she did, teaching Amos how to swim and ride a bike -- and thinking about how Xander was missing those moments.
In December and January, Coleman-Day said she especially missed Xander while families got together for the holidays. She told herself she couldn't train anymore.
"But then I looked at it, and I thought, 'What I'm putting myself through is nothing compared to what Xander had to go through,'" Coleman-Day said.
Plus, Coleman-Day was determined run the London Marathon after learning it was the same day as what would have been her sixth wedding anniversary.

Laura Coleman-Day with her wedding dress. (Cebo Luthuli/London Marathon Events)


She pulled her wedding dress from a closet but didn't try it on until the day before the race -- worried it would no longer fit. She found it did, and she gave it to two friends, who planned to hand it to Coleman-Day at the 23rd mile marker near the Tower of London.
Coleman-Day ran the entire race in a veil -- not the one from her wedding, because it was too long, she said. When Coleman-Day arrived at the meeting point, she hugged her friends and quickly pulled the dress over her clothes. Her friends pinned her No. 76063 bib on the front of her dress and inserted the same pink rose and thistle near her chest that Xander had attached to the same spot at their wedding.
Coleman-Day said she ran slowly the last three miles while she held the front of her dress, and her friend Kate Walford clutched the back to prevent Coleman-Day from tripping. Coleman-Day felt hot and uncomfortable running on a roughly 60-degree afternoon, she said, but emotionally she felt "incredible."

Laura Coleman-Day with her friend, Kate Walford, who held the back of the wedding dress so Coleman-Day could finish the London Marathon. (Laura Coleman-Day)


She crossed the finish line near Buckingham Palace in under five hours and 53 minutes.
Coleman-Day was relieved to take a break from running marathons, she said, but she also felt bereft that the project was over. She said she will plan another race soon, maybe an ultramarathon.
In the past few days, she has considered what Xander would have thought of her fundraiser.
"He'd tell me I'm completely mad," Coleman-Day said. "But he was always my biggest cheerleader. I know he would be proud of what I've achieved."
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China signals, ever so obliquely, that it's more open to trade talks
After three months of bluster and huge tariffs on both sides, Beijing and the Trump administration are softening their language on holding negotiations.
By Katrina Northrop, Lyric Li | 2025-05-01

President Donald Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in 2017. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


China has signaled that it is becoming more open to engaging in trade negotiations with the Trump administration, according to two blogs closely associated with China's state apparatus, even as Beijing maintains a defiant stance in the trade war.
After three months of bluster and tariffs so high they have all but curtailed trade between the world's two biggest economies, both sides now appear to be softening their rhetoric ever so slightly. This comes amid new data showing that the trade war is already damaging both sides.
Beijing sees "little downside in exploring" contact with the Trump administration, wrote Yuyuan Tantian, a blog affiliated with state broadcaster CCTV. But, it added, China won't start negotiations until the United States takes "concrete actions."
"This could be a way for China to observe -- and potentially draw out -- the U.S.'s true intentions, while keeping the upper hand in both dialogue and confrontation," the blog wrote Thursday.
That marks a subtle shift in Beijing's trade war messaging and may indicate a fragile opportunity for the countries to come to the negotiating table, Chinese politics experts say, though brokering a real trade war de-escalation will probably be difficult.
"China appears ready to engage with the U.S. on talks or negotiations," said Zichen Wang, author of the Pekingnology newsletter and research fellow at the Center for China and Globalization, a Beijing think tank.
The similar and simultaneous messages come from two blogs -- the other run by Ren Yi, a politically well-connected writer who uses the moniker "Chairman Rabbit" -- that "have a record of conveying messages out of Beijing," he said.
Ren said in an interview that Beijing is "definitely" willing to come to the negotiating table. "Nobody wants this war," he said, adding that this has been China's position since the beginning of the trade showdown.
But the Trump administration needs to "indicate that they're really serious," he added, with moves like significant tariff reductions.
The U.S. has imposed a minimum tariff of 145 percent on all goods it imports from China, while Beijing responded with a 125 percent blanket levy.
It's unclear whether President Donald Trump would be willing to take the steps that Beijing wants, given that he has repeatedly said China must make the first move, though he has struck a more conciliatory tone in the past two weeks. At a Cabinet meeting Wednesday, he praised Chinese leader Xi Jinping and claimed to be "talking with China."
"At a certain point, I hope we're going to make a deal with China," he added.
Asked Wednesday whether China and the U.S. had been in touch on tariffs within the previous 24 hours, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo Jiakun said he was not aware of any consultations or negotiations between the two sides.

Festive goods for export at a factory in Yiwu, home to thousands of China's small commodities companies. The trade war is hurting Chinese exporters, with official data this week showing manufacturing activity fell last month to its weakest level in more than a year. (Kevin Frayer/Getty Images)


The slight tempering from Beijing comes just after data was released showing the early economic toll of the trade war on China. Overall manufacturing activity in April was the weakest in over a year, according to figures published Wednesday by China's National Bureau of Statistics.
Though the Chinese economy had been grappling with a property crisis and persistent deflation, there had recently been tentative signs of recovery, with the economy growing at an annual rate of 5.4 percent -- exceeding expectations -- in the first three months of the year. The trade war now threatens to undo that progress.
On the U.S. side, data released Wednesday showed the world's biggest economy shrank in the first three months of 2025, as trade uncertainty spooked consumers, investors and businesses.
Some commentators in China say economic pressure in the U.S. is driving Trump to pull back from his previous trade brinkmanship.
"High tariffs are taking a huge economic toll, domestic political pressure is heating up day by day, and Trump's strategy to rally allies [against China] has failed," Chairman Rabbit wrote on Thursday. "Those, combined with resolute and forceful countermeasures from China, are pressuring the Trump administration to adjust its approach, proactively seek dialogues with China, and try to find a dignified way to wrap up his unsustainable tariff war."
Still, the messaging from Beijing is mixed.
It has continued to blast Washington's trade levies, and the Foreign Ministry published a fiery video this week promising that China would "never kneel down."
At the same time, China exempted some U.S.-made goods, including semiconductors, from its 125 percent tariff.
During a visit to Shanghai this week, Xi conveyed strength, casting China as a champion for the international community. Visiting an artificial intelligence incubator, he emphasized China's investment and policy support for technologies of the future.
China's legislature also passed a law on Wednesday aimed at promoting the private sector, ensuring fair competition and supporting entrepreneurs. Against the backdrop of the trade war, the Paper, a state-run outlet, said in an editorial that China needs such a law "all the more to encourage, support and guide the development of the private economy."
The combination of Xi's Shanghai visit and the confrontational video makes some observers skeptical that Beijing is ready to launch negotiations.
"I don't think we should read too much into the CCTV piece, which is just one tiny soft voice in a mostly hard-line camp," said Andy Xie, a Shanghai-based independent economist and financial adviser. "China is still defiant and has not softened its stance on Trump's tariff war."
One thing is certain: Beijing and Washington each seem to be betting on the idea  that the rippling economic pain from the trade war will drive the other country to the negotiating table first.
"Both sides are waiting for the other side to blink first," said Yao Yang, an economist at Peking University. "Both sides are worried if they blink first, they are going to lose bargaining power in the negotiation."
Trump implied Wednesday that China's tariff-related economic troubles -- which he described as the country "getting absolutely hammered" -- would help the two nations strike a deal.
Trump may be engaging in wishful thinking, said Alfred Wu, who studies public governance in China at the National University of Singapore.
"The trade war back-and-forth really impacts the daily lives of many people," Wu said. "But the most important thing for Chinese leadership is trying to keep power. So the economic side is one factor, but it may not be fundamental."
Even if the two countries begin talking, informally or formally, there is no guarantee of success.
It is unclear what concessions Washington is seeking in a potential deal with Beijing, while China may first look for significant tariff reductions or exemptions. As Chairman Rabbit put it: "Welcoming dialogue does not mean making concessions without principles."

A screen at a mall in Beijing this month showed coverage of Chinese military drills around Taiwan. (Florence Lo/Reuters)


More broadly, the U.S.-China relationship has been increasingly fraught since Trump's first term in office, with issues including Taiwan and the South China Sea creating stumbling blocks between the superpowers.
"We are still sounding each other out, and we don't know how long this process is going to take," said Xin Qiang, deputy director of the Center for American Studies at Fudan University. "And even after we get the talks started, it will probably be long before we see any concrete results."
Beijing isn't holding its breath, analysts say. Instead, Chinese officials are trying to expand trade relationships with countries in Asia and Europe.
As part of that outreach, China lifted sanctions on Wednesday on five European Union lawmakers, which it imposed in retaliation for the bloc's defense of Uyghur Muslims in China's northwestern Xinjiang region, according to a European Parliament news release. The sanctions halted official dialogue with China and froze negotiations on a bilateral investment pact.
"Our relationship with China remains complex and multifaceted," European Parliament president Roberta Metsola said. "The best way to approach it is through engagement and dialogue."
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Pakistan warns of an Indian attack, while quietly urging de-escalation
Pakistan is bracing for Indian military action before Thursday night, officials warned, but cautioned that neither side would benefit from a return to war.
By Shaiq Hussain, Rick Noack | 2025-05-01

Pakistanis arriving from Jammu and Kashmir sit on a bus escorted by police officials at the Attari-Wagah border crossing with Pakistan on Wednesday. (Francis Mascarenhas/Reuters)


ISLAMABAD -- More than a week after a shocking militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir -- prompting the worst crisis between India and Pakistan in at least half a decade -- Islamabad is  awaiting its archrival's next move.
Citing "credible intelligence," the Pakistani government said Wednesday it is bracing for Indian military action before Thursday night and has warned that any attack will be "responded to assuredly and decisively."
The Indian government has accused Pakistan of "linkages" to the April 22 militant assault on tourists at a mountain resort in Pahalgam, which killed 26 people, the deadliest attack of its kind in Indian-administered Kashmir in recent memory. New Delhi has said two of the suspected gunmen are Pakistani nationals but has not identified the group behind the attack, and there has been no public claim of responsibility. Pakistan's government has denied any involvement.
Similar claims have repeatedly brought the two nuclear-armed nations to the brink of war -- most recently in 2019, when a deadly militant attack in Kashmir prompted Indian airstrikes in Pakistan, followed by brief aerial combat along the Line of Control, which divides the contested territory. Both countries administer parts of Kashmir and claim the region in its entirety.
Pakistani officials are quietly striking a different tone this time. Neither side would have much to gain from an escalation, they say. After years of surging inflation and suffocating government debt, Pakistan's economy had just begun to recover in recent months.
"Things are looking up, so we cannot afford a distraction," Rizwan Saeed Sheikh, Pakistan's ambassador to the United States, said in an interview with The Washington Post on Wednesday. "The only thing we need right now is a peaceful neighborhood."
Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke with Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Indian External Affairs Minister  S. Jaishankar in separate calls on Wednesday, where he condemned and expressed sorrow over the attack and urged both officials to de-escalate tensions, State Department spokeswoman Tammy Bruce said.
In the call with Jaishankar, Rubio "reaffirmed the United States' commitment to cooperation with India against terrorism," Bruce said. Jaishankar, in an X post about the call, said the attack's "perpetrators, backers and planners must be brought to justice." 
According to Pakistan's readout of Rubio's call with Sharif, the prime minister condemned "terrorism in all its forms," rejected Indian allegations, and urged the U.S. to tell India "to dial down the rhetoric and act responsibly." 
In a move that surprised some observers, Pakistan called last week for a third-party investigation into the Kashmir attack, a potential signal that it is seeking de-escalation. "Pakistan is open to participating in any neutral, transparent and credible investigation," Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said on Saturday.
But in India, which has long blamed its neighbor for harboring and supporting Kashmiri separatists, there are loud calls for decisive action against Pakistan. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has pledged to track down the perpetrators "to the ends of the earth." His government suspended a key water treaty with Pakistan, downgraded already threadbare diplomatic relations and ordered Pakistanis to leave the country. Islamabad responded with reciprocal measures and closed its airspace to Indian airlines.

Indian paramilitary soldiers guard a busy market in Srinagar, in Indian-controlled Kashmir, on Tuesday. (Mukhtar Khan/AP)


Some analysts fear India may be tempted to go further than it has before, perceiving Pakistan as feeble and divided after years of turmoil following the arrest of former prime minister Imran Khan in 2023.
"How could such a weak Pakistan take them on, how dare they?" said Asfandyar Mir, a South Asia analyst, summarizing the prevailing Indian sentiment.
"But I don't think Pakistan is as weak as some Indian analysts make it out to be," he cautioned, citing the recent modernization of Pakistan's air force and navy, which went ahead despite the economic challenges. For India, "this sort of flawed assessment, I worry, can be a source of miscalculation," he said.
Pakistani and Indian forces exchanged fire along the disputed Kashmir border overnight Wednesday, but it largely followed the usual playbook -- characterized by a tense and unstable calm since a ceasefire was brokered in 2021. Both sides blamed each other, and there were no immediate reports of casualties.
The countries have fought three wars since the end of British colonial rule in 1947 and the bloody partitioning of India. Even periods of relative calm have been marked by hostility, mistrust and regular allegations of interference in each other's internal affairs. For decades, Pakistan actively supported militant groups in Indian-administered Kashmir, but it appeared to distance itself in recent years under Western pressure, analysts said.
After the 2008 attacks in Mumbai, when gunmen killed 166 people and injured more than 300, "there were linkages to the Pakistani state apparatus, and then we saw some pullback," said Mir. "In the 2010s, we saw a revival of this kind of support," he added, but in the wake of a 2019 attack, "Pakistan pulled back considerably."
Islamabad has accused India of being linked to attacks on its side of the border, too, including a campaign of covert killings.
India would hold a significant advantage over Pakistan in any conventional conflict. It has more than twice the number of active military personnel and a much larger defense budget. But so far there are no signs of a broad military mobilization in India, according to Ijaz Awan, a Pakistani security analyst and former major general.
"We would know if they moved their tanks, strategic columns and heavy weapons," he said. "A major war cannot be fought with the infantry alone."
Full-scale wars between Pakistan and India were fought before either country successfully tested nuclear weapons. Any new conflict has the potential to escalate quickly -- and dangerously.
"There is hardly any room for either any misadventure or miscalculation, so the only thing the two countries can best do is try to avoid an escalation," said Sheikh, the Pakistani ambassador. "Otherwise, once it starts, where it ends up we don't know."
Shamshad Ahmad, a former Pakistani foreign secretary, said he's optimistic the situation can be resolved diplomatically. "India has a booming economy, and it knows that war would also damage it badly," he said.
But the region is nervously holding its breath. Muhammad Afzaal, a 37-year-old chicken farmer outside Peshawar, in northwestern Pakistan, said a possible return to conflict is the only thing on people's minds these days.
"We're so close to the Afghan border that we have seen the impact of war up close before," said Afzaal. "Everyone is worried."
Noack reported from Paris. Haq Nawaz Khan in Peshawar, Pakistan, contributed to this report.
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Italians once ruled the Catholic Church. Will they lead it again? 
The last Italian pope died in 1978. Now, among the papal candidates ahead of next week's conclave, there are several Italian contenders.
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli, Michelle Boorstein | 2025-05-01

Cardinals at the funeral Mass of Pope Francis at St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Saturday. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


ROME -- Ahead of the 2013 conclave to replace Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Angelo Scola of Milan was tipped to restore the papal hat to an Italian. Italians got the next best thing in Pope Francis -- the Argentine son of Italian immigrants. But many here wondered whether one of their own would ever again sit on the throne of St. Peter.
Now some Italians are daring to dream again.
The papal conclave that begins Wednesday remains unpredictable, with the largest and most diverse group of cardinals in church history set to elect the next leader of 1.4 billion Catholics. As the princes of the church prepare to shutter themselves in the Sistine Chapel, Italy has more cardinals talked about as top contenders than any other country, boosting the chances of a nation that birthed roughly 80 percent of the 266 popes -- though none since 1978.

Selecting a new pope is a centuries-old process involving rounds of secretive voting, speeches, prayers and a dose of political maneuvering.


Italians this time are hopeful but guarded, knowing full well that a church growing fastest in the developing world may see another Italian pope as an ill-advised step backward. On the other hand, Italy has more voting cardinals than any other country, and its contenders, some seen as skillful diplomats, tick boxes that their international peers may see as vital in unstable times, when wars are raging in the Middle East and Europe, and nationalism is reawakening in the West.
It is often said that he who enters a conclave as pope, leaves a cardinal. But Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican's powerful secretary of state, and Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, Francis's emissary to Russia and Ukraine as well as the archbishop of Bologna, nevertheless rank among the most talked-about contenders. Parolin is viewed as a moderate while Zuppi is seen as more progressive.
A third contender, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, has not shied from wading into politics in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

The Latin Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa arrives at the Church of the Nativity, traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, in Bethlehem, the West Bank, on Dec. 24, 2023. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


An Italian pope makes some practical sense. Italian remains the lingua franca of Vatican City, serving as the language of documents and official meetings. The pope is also officially the bishop of Rome, and traditionally addresses his local flock in their native tongue. The lack of Italian fluency has been cited as a mark against some rumored contenders -- including Congo's Fridolin Ambongo.
Yet when the overwhelmed Benedict became the first pope in 600 years to retire, Italians were seen as central to the Vatican's problems. Corruption allegations and scandals swirled in the heavily Italian papal staff and Roman Curia, the Vatican's byzantine bureaucracy. The Italian cardinals were also divided by bitter rivalries.
That dynamic is somewhat less prevalent today.
"Surely there was a problem at the time at the end of Benedict because of the scandals in the Roman Curia, but I think this problem is now overcome, it is not so important, and a good pope could come from anywhere, also, of course, from Italy," Italian Archbishop Bruno Forte said in an interview with The Washington Post.
Italians dominated the papacy from 1523 to 1978, when Pope John Paul II from Poland began a streak of non-Italians that included Benedict, a German, and Francis, the first from Latin America.
Italian popes rank among both the most cherished and chastised in history. In the mid-20th Century, John XXIII, for instance, combated antisemitism and sought to calm tensions during the Cuban missile crisis. The 16th-century Pope Leo X, meanwhile, was a spoiled Medici who fueled his Protestant critics by selling papal indulgences -- while also indulging himself in a lavish lifestyle.
Ines San Martin, vice president of communications for the Pontifical Mission Societies -- a missionary network under the pope -- said the selection of an Italian pope would signal a parochial turn.
"For a lot of cardinals, who are not from Europe, an Italian would be too insular, would be once again confusing the fact of the Holy See being the church," she said. "But you can't reduce the Catholic Church to the Vatican."
The energy of the church is not in Italy, she said. "The strength if you look in numbers is Asia and Africa. If you look at money it's not Italy, it's the U.S. and Germany. For the rest of the world, an Italian pope wouldn't necessarily be good."
The Italians beg to differ.

Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, center, and Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi attend a Mass on the fifth of nine days of mourning for Pope Francis in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican on Wednesday. (Alessandra Tarantino/AP)


Media outlets in Italy have been cautiously heralding the chances of the Italian contenders.
"The party of Italians at the Conclave: Parolin and Zuppi remain the most prominent names. But the historic internal divisions among our cardinals weigh heavily," declared the Quotidiano Nazionale news website.
"After three pontificates, the [solution] could indeed come from our country," promised La Stampa newspaper.
Cardinal Camillo Ruini, 94, told the Italian daily Corriere della Sera that the next pope "may come from anywhere in the world [but] usually Italians have the advantage of being less influenced by their origins, they are more universalists."
Some argue that the Italian candidates lack the charisma of Francis, or even other contenders now, such as Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of the Philippines, a social media sensation who has gone viral in one video singing verses of John Lennon's "Imagine." But Ruini, a critic of Francis, argued that the Argentine suffered from an excess of personality, and had focused too much on those on the peripheries of the faith.
"Francis seemed to favor those who were distant, to the detriment of those who were close," Ruini told the newspaper.
The Italian cardinals will not be nearly as dominant in the coming conclave as they once were. But they will still make up the largest single national group with a total of 19 voting members, including 17 national cardinals and the two Italian cardinals serving abroad.
That doesn't mean they form a united bloc.
During the 2013 conclave, Cardinal Scola's prospects were said to have been undone in part by his bitter rivalry with another Italian, Tarcisio Bertone, who was later prosecuted by the Vatican for corruption. This time, Parolin and Zuppi are said to be on warm terms.
The 19 Italian cardinal electors are split between reformists, moderates and traditionalists, with Vatican watchers saying they are likely to put their religious leanings before their nationalities.
"They will be as scattered as they've always been since October 1978," said Giovanni Maria Vian, former editor of the Vatican's newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, referring to the conclave that elected John Paul II.

Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin prays at the end of a Mass he led on the second of nine days of mourning for Pope Francis in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on Sunday. (Andreea Alexandru/AP)


Of all the Italian contenders, Parolin is the highest profile -- and the odds-on favorite at William Hill, the same betting agency that ranked Scola as the favorite in 2013.
As Francis's secretary of state, the 70-year-old Parolin filled a role that is more like a prime minister, and was seen as the No. 2 in Vatican City. The last Vatican secretary of state elevated to pope was Pius XII, who secured the post in the months before the outbreak of World War II. Some argue that the unsettling global landscape -- marred by wars, political polarization and collapsing Western alliances -- could favor Parolin now.
From a pastoral standpoint, Parolin is viewed as more centrist than Francis. He has criticized, for instance, the progressive German church for advocating in favor of women's ordination and radical inclusion of LGBTQ+ Catholics. Yet, with his reputation as a coolheaded diplomat, he also does not rank among the conservative ideologues who would alarm church liberals the most.
He does, however, have baggage. He is seen as an architect of a secretive Vatican deal with Beijing first struck in 2018. Though never made public, the deal is believed to give the Chinese government the power to select the names of Catholic bishops, which the Vatican can veto -- an arrangement that has been widely criticized in the United States and elsewhere. Parolin was additionally associated, though never charged, in a financial corruption case involving a London real estate deal that entangled another Italian cardinal, Angelo Becciu.
Perhaps his biggest weakness, however, is his perceived staidness. The Sunday after Francis's funeral, for instance, Parolin said Mass for 200,0000 young Catholics, dryly reading a dutiful homily from prepared pages without offering a vision for the future.
One senior Vatican official called it significant that Parolin had never worked as a diocese priest. Speaking on the condition of anonymity to frame internal discussions, the official shook his head, saying, "he does not have, as Francis would say, the smell of the sheep on him."
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Israel redraws Gaza map, limiting Palestinians to a third of the enclave
Since breaking the ceasefire, Israeli forces have declared about 70 percent of Gaza either as a military "red zone" or under evacuation.
By Miriam Berger, Julia Ledur | 2025-05-01
In the six weeks since Israel resumed its war in Gaza, Israeli forces have dramatically altered its map, declaring about 70 percent of the enclave either a military "red zone" or under evacuation, according to the United Nations, and pushing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians into ever-shrinking pockets.
The Israeli military says its evacuation orders allow civilians to flee ahead of fighting, and those who remain could be considered combatants. In practice, Palestinians say, the evacuation orders often force them to flee under fire. Recent evacuation orders have covered border areas and population centers and have displaced more than 420,000 people, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
In addition, Israel has enlarged its "security zone," also called a buffer zone, along Gaza's borders with Israel and Egypt. The military says the move is meant to prevent a Hamas attack similar to the Oct. 7, 2023, assault on southern Israel that killed about 1,200 people.
Israeli officials have signaled they do not intend to relinquish this territory. These areas, where the military has deployed, are considered "no-go zones" and Palestinians risk being shot if they approach.
The largest such expansion has been in the southern Gaza city of Rafah, which Palestinians were ordered last month to evacuate as Israeli troops moved in. Rafah is on the border with Egypt, and previously the Israeli-controlled Philadelphi Corridor along that border served as part of the buffer zone. This month, Israel said the buffer zone now extends north to the city of Khan Younis and the newly declared Morag Corridor.
These significant changes in the Gaza map have occurred since Israel ended the two-month-old ceasefire with Hamas on March 18 and resumed its military campaign. While Israel's leaders say these moves are necessary for security and to pressure Hamas to return the Israeli hostages it holds, some Israeli officials have also signaled that the territorial changes could presage an extended occupation of Gaza that could last for months or more.
Humanitarian agencies have warned that the evacuation orders and expansion of buffer zones have cut off thousands of Palestinians from their land and from aid, which is in short supply since Israel put Gaza under a complete siege nearly two months ago. Areas now under evacuation order include half of the enclave's water wells and many medical and other vital facilities, according to OCHA. Not all civilians have left some areas that are under evacuation orders.
The war has killed more than 52,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not differentiate between civilians and combatants.
In the early months of the war, Israeli forces razed buildings and agricultural fields to create an initial buffer zone. Israeli officials said this was necessary to eliminate Hamas tunnels and prevent another attack. Legal experts said the military's tactics violate international law.
As part of the ceasefire agreement, Israel initially pulled back its troops, retaining a buffer zone about 700 to 1,000 meters (or about half a mile) wide inside Gaza. The area comprised about 17 percent of the enclave, according to the Israeli rights group Gisha, which tracks access in Gaza. These areas were closed military zones, so Palestinians could not reach their land or homes.
Sources: Evacuation areas are from the Israel Defense Forces. Restricted buffer zones were provided by Yaakov Garb of Ben-Gurion University via the Harvard Dataverse repository.
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U.S. and Ukraine announce signing of contentious minerals deal
The deal's language marks a win for Kyiv, which has been seeking any concrete show of support from the United States since President Trump returned to power.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Jeff Stein | 2025-05-01

An excavator digs as mining dump trucks drive in the Southern Iron Ore JV open-pit mine in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, on April 23. (Thomas Peter/Reuters)


KYIV -- The United States and Ukraine have signed a deal to establish joint investment in Ukraine's mineral wealth, oil, gas and other natural resources, officials said Wednesday, in a move that would fulfill a key White House request and give Kyiv a degree of much-desired U.S. backing.
"As the President has said, the United States is committed to helping facilitate the end of this cruel and senseless war," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said. "This agreement signals clearly to Russia that the Trump Administration is committed to a peace process centered on a free, sovereign, and prosperous Ukraine over the long term."
The deal will establish the "United States-Ukraine Reconstruction Investment Fund," which will allow the "two countries to work collaboratively and invest together to ensure that our mutual assets, talents, and capabilities can accelerate Ukraine's economic recovery," Bessent said in a statement.
Yulia Svyrydenko, Ukraine's Minister of Economy, said the deal "reflects the United States' dedication to Ukraine's security, recovery, and reconstruction. ... The document we have today can ensure success for both our countries -- Ukraine and the United States."
The latest version of the deal, reviewed by The Washington Post, falls short of providing any concrete security guarantees to Ukraine, but it states that Kyiv and Washington agree it affirms a "long-term strategic alignment" between the two countries and U.S. "support for Ukraine's security, prosperity, reconstruction, and integration into global economic frameworks."
That language alone marks a win for Kyiv, which has been seeking any show of support from the U.S. since the relationship between the two countries turned rocky under President Donald Trump. Ukraine will seek significantly more tangible security guarantees under any future peace deal.
This agreement makes no mention of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, the largest such facility in Europe, which Russia violently seized in early 2022 and now occupies. U.S. officials have proposed taking control of the plant as part of a future deal to end the war.
Ukraine initially marketed its potentially vast mineral wealth as a possible investment opportunity under President Volodymyr Zelensky's "victory plan" that he introduced in September. But an initial version of such a deal, presented to Zelensky by Bessent in February, offered very little to Ukraine and described the arrangement as a means for Washington to recoup the cost of its military aid to Ukraine.
Zelensky refused to sign the document, insisting he would not agree to any deal that reclassified aid as debt. He also criticized that version's lack of wording regarding Ukraine's future security.
Ukrainian officials then rewrote the deal and intended to sign a different, initial version when they visited Washington in February. That plan went haywire when Trump and Vice President JD Vance lambasted Zelensky on live TV in the Oval Office, before canceling the rest of his visit to the White House.

The U.S.-Ukraine mineral deal is an important step in the war with Russia. Here's why Ukraine's natural resources have become a valuable negotiating chip.


Since then, the lack of agreement has hung over U.S. talks with Ukraine over a separate peace deal with Russia. Trump, who prides himself as a dealmaker, has grown increasingly impatient, writing on his Truth Social site last week that the mineral deal "is at least three weeks late."
"Hopefully, it will be signed IMMEDIATELY," he wrote.
A Ukrainian familiar with the process said despite reports of widespread disagreement, the discussions were productive and both sides listened to each other's arguments.
"Ukraine reached a strong agreement which, if properly implemented -- and that's key -- could lead to mutual success," he said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly. "Ukraine truly needs U.S. investment."
The latest draft of the deal adjusts several key points that Ukraine had objected to in past versions. Kyiv had, for example, raised concerns over language in a different draft that it feared could have put it in violation of European Union laws by offering advantages to American investors.
Ukraine is urgently attempting to join the bloc of nations and must ensure that its laws conform to it. The text includes a provision that protects Ukraine from any binding agreement that may hamper its goal of E.U. accession. It also allows for the possibility of future good-faith negotiations to rewrite parts of the deal if Ukraine legally must do so.
Svyrydenko said "the agreement complies with the Constitution ... aligns with national legislation and does not contradict any of Ukraine's international obligations. Importantly, the agreement will also send a message to other global players that Ukraine is a reliable long-term partner -- for decades to come."
The agreement also nixes old language that would have set up Ukraine to reimburse Washington for past U.S. military aid. Instead, it says that future military aid contributions can be considered part of American contributions to the fund.
Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said Wednesday that the two sides were finalizing "technical details" regarding the deal, which he described as a "milestone" for Ukraine.
Still, the deal reflects largely hypothetical questions given the substantial uncertainty over the future of the sector in Ukraine, said Oleg Ustenko, who served as an economic adviser to Zelensky.
Currently, foreign investors are reluctant to significantly scale up mineral projects in Ukraine for a number of reasons, including the war. Trump cannot force private U.S. firms to make expensive and potentially unprofitable investments.
"Trump wants to present this as a victory for the Americans, but it's not Trump who will invest, and it's not the U.S. who will invest -- you need the private sector," Ustenko said. "So I think it's more symbolic than anything else right now."
Alex Jacquez, who served as a senior official on minerals in the Biden administration, said it's extremely unlikely Ukraine has the ability to develop a new mining industry in lithium or rare earth metals, calling the trillions of dollars in natural resources claimed by the Trump administration to be illusory. Ukraine does have a large iron ore industry, but the draft agreement does not appear to include it.
"The bottom line is Ukraine has deposits of a variety of critical minerals being valued at essentially imaginary numbers," Jacquez said. "There is a reason few of these mining projects are actually being developed outside of China -- under current economic conditions, it makes little sense for investors."
Stein reported from Washington. Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Israel launches strikes, intervenes in sectarian clashes near Damascus
The Israeli military said Wednesday that the raids in Syria targeted "operatives" who attacked Druze civilians. 
By Louisa Loveluck, Zakaria Zakaria | 2025-04-30
DAMASCUS, Syria -- The Israeli military intervened in deadly sectarian clashes near Damascus on Wednesday, launching strikes in support of Syria's Druze minority as its members battled Sunni Muslim fighters, but also threatening to unravel further the country's fragile security situation.
The capital was already on edge: In recent days, worsening violence between the Druze and Sunni gunmen resulted in dozens of people killed in two southern suburbs and scores more sent to local emergency rooms. The fighting started early Tuesday after an audio recording, circulated online, purported to reveal a well-known Druze cleric insulting the prophet Muhammad. The cleric denied that it was his voice in the recording, and Syria's Interior Ministry said its own investigation supported that claim.
But the damage was done, and the clashes broke out, first in Jaramana, which is home to mostly Druze and Christian residents, and then to Sahnaya, where Israel carried out the strikes. The Israeli military said Wednesday that the raids targeted "operatives" who attacked Druze civilians. Later, it said it evacuated three "Syrian-Druze citizens" to receive medical treatment in Israel.
Israel has launched a steady stream of airstrikes here in the five months since rebel groups overthrew Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, as part of what analysts describe as a strategy to keep the country's new Islamist-led authorities too weak to pose a threat. Most of the attacks have targeted military facilities and weapons caches, although Israel has more recently framed its intervention as a way to protect members of the Druze sect, about 150,000 of whom live in Israel and the occupied Golan Heights.

Druze residents of Majdal Shams, in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, gather along the security fence as they wait for the arrival of a Syrian Druze religious delegation on April 25. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


The majority of Syria's population is Sunni Muslim, but the country is home to numerous religious and ethnic minorities, including the Druze, a monotheistic offshoot of Shiite Islam. The community's leadership is divided between those who have appealed for international protection and others who have sought to work with the new government and rejected Israel's advances.
The strikes came as pitched gun battles between the Druze and Sunni fighters, as well as criminal groups and other militias, spread south down a major road from Damascus to the city of Suwayda. At least 11 people were killed in clashes in Sahnaya, Syria's state media agency, SANA, reported.
At al-Mujtahid Hospital in Damascus, Syrian government forces injured in the strikes said they were sent to Sahnaya as reinforcements as officials and local notables tried to negotiate calm. Several casualties were terribly injured: One man's leg had been sheared off entirely; on a metal gurney, a young boy lay motionless, with blood on his face. Fares al-Masri, a doctor in the emergency room, said that the hospital had treated at least seven people for explosive injuries and that people were sent to other hospitals, too.

A boy who was injured by an Israeli airstrike in Sahnaya near Damascus lies on a stretcher at al-Mujtahid Hospital on Wednesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/For The Washington Post)


In Jaramana, shops were shuttered and streets nearly deserted Wednesday as armed men patrolled the intersections and locals peered nervously from their windows. Residents said government-aligned fighters advanced on Jaramana in the early hours of Tuesday morning, sparking heavy firefights with security forces from the Druze community.
"Our men were in the street as soon as it started," said Malak al-Malaih, 51, who described cowering inside with her daughter as her sons picked up weapons and headed out to confront the attackers.
The instability highlighted the scale of the challenges faced by Syria's new president, former rebel fighter Ahmed al-Sharaa, as he struggles to find a way to bring the disparate group of armed forces that brought him to power under one command.
In a statement, Hossam Al-Tahan, a Damascus security official, blamed the violence on "outlaw groups." The Interior Ministry said it would not show leniency toward "anyone who contributed to inciting chaos or undermining stability," but it announced no arrests.
Government soldiers stationed outside Jaramana on Wednesday, as part of a mediated de-escalation, said some of the Druze gunmen were linked to the former Assad regime. "There was an element of provocation in the midst of all this," said one fighter, who identified himself as Abu Jaffar. "Some of these are people who don't want to submit to the new authorities because they have blood on their hands."

Residents of Damascus march during the funeral of Mohammed Amer al-Qatib, a former rebel fighter who was killed early Tuesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/For The Washington Post)



Qatib was killed during clashes between Druze and Sunni militias in Jaramana, a suburb of Damascus. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/For The Washington Post)


At an emotional funeral for residents slain in the previous day's fighting, much of the crowd in Jaramana carried weapons, with the colors of the Druze flag on their rifle butts. "We have to protect our areas," said Ghaith al-Karkh, a 52-year-old carpenter, clutching a rifle. "We were attacked; what else do you expect?"
No one interviewed by The Washington Post said they welcomed the Israeli overtures. "This was an assault on the Druze community and we need support, but Israel does not protect us," said Jamal Azzam, a local cleric. "They didn't protect us before; why would we think they would protect us now? They're doing this for their political benefit, not ours."
Along the southern approach to the suburb, Druze fighters had stationed heavy weapons behind berms in the street; the men were jumpy and girding for a fight, following news of the violence on their cellphones and scanning the horizon for another attack.
But on the other side of the front line, government fighters were sure one would soon emanate from Druze lines. "Go faster, go faster," the men yelled at cars passing an area of open land between Jaramana and the road they were standing on.

Syrian government forces man a checkpoint at the entrance of the majority-Druze suburb of Jaramana. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/For The Washington Post)



Syrian government forces stationed near Sahnaya outside Damascus react as an Israeli fighter jet swooped low over the capital. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/FTWP)


By late afternoon, hundreds of government forces had massed to secure the road to Sahnaya, as part of an apparent security cordon to prevent further attacks in the area. Suddenly, an Israeli jet screamed low overhead, and the troops scattered through abandoned buildings, in search of some kind of cover. "Get down," bellowed one man, "get down!"
Back at al-Mujtahid Hospital, the soldiers who had loaded their wounded into pickup trucks still had their comrades' blood on their hands. "There's nothing you can do about the planes," said Abdul Fidah, 27. "We were focused on our mission; we didn't know the strike was coming until it hit."

Medics provide first aid to a gunman who was injured during an Israeli airstrike on Sahnaya on Wednesday. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/For The Washington Post)
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Gazans are again going hungry as Israel's total siege nears two months
No food, fuel, aid or commercial goods have entered Gaza since March 2. Residents say they are surviving on one meal a day or less.
By Miriam Berger, Tim Carman | 2025-04-30

Palestinians gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


JAFFA, Israel -- Israel's two-month siege of the Gaza Strip has again plunged the enclave into a hunger crisis, leaving shelves and aid stocks empty, residents and relief agencies say, and wiping out the humanitarian gains made during a brief ceasefire earlier this year.
No food, fuel, aid or commercial goods have entered Gaza since March 2, after the first phase of the truce expired. Israel said it was imposing the blockade to pressure Hamas, which rules the territory and attacked Israeli communities on Oct. 7, 2023. That assault killed around 1,200 people, with Hamas and other militants taking more than 250 others hostage.
Weeks into the siege -- which is now the longest of the war -- people are surviving on one meal a day, if they eat at all, Palestinians and aid workers say. The flour, milk, eggs and meat that were available during the ceasefire have disappeared from the market. With no supply of cooking gas, residents use makeshift wood fires or, in some cases, burn waste or plastic to heat rice, beans and other canned food.
What food vendors have left has soared in price, according to the World Food Program, which said this month that onions and potatoes now cost 1,000 percent more than before the war. But even if Gazans could afford those prices, a liquidity crisis has made accessing cash extremely difficult.
WFP said last week that it had depleted its food stocks for community kitchens, which served meals of last resort for about 420,000 of Gaza's 2.2 million people, according to country director Antoine Renard. WFP had already closed the 25 bakeries it ran in Gaza in March and exhausted the food parcels it delivered directly to families in mid-April.
"We spend our days between looking for water and food and charging batteries so we can see at night, and waiting to die," said Mohammed Murtaja, 25. He lives in Gaza City with about 40 relatives and eats once daily at most, he said.

Displaced Palestinians gather at a market near the rubble of destroyed buildings in Jabalya in the northern Gaza Strip on Sunday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)



What food is left at markets in Gaza is often prohibitively expensive. But even getting cash to pay for the food is difficult, as the territory faces a liquidity crisis. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Mass hunger has gripped Gaza throughout the war, during which Israel has severely restricted the amount of food and aid that could enter the territory. The closures previously prompted the world's leading initiative on food crises, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), to warn of imminent famine.
Earlier this week, the IPC, including more than 50 U.N. and other analysts, began another evaluation of food insecurity and acute malnutrition in Gaza, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
But Palestinians say the current situation is particularly devastating, as they had just started to rebuild their lives under the truce, when aid dramatically surged. On March 18, a little over two weeks after Israel imposed the siege, it shattered the ceasefire with a wave of strikes. Israeli troops now occupy swaths of Gaza, but the government has refused to open the crossings to aid.
"Israel is monitoring the situation on the ground, and there is no shortage of aid," Israel's Foreign Ministry said in a recent statement. Israeli officials have said they plan to overhaul the distribution system for food and other relief, claiming without evidence that Hamas was engaged in the widespread diversion of aid.
Israel's military campaign has killed more than 52,000 people in Gaza, according to the local health ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. It has also displaced over 90 percent of the population, with residents forced to flee multiple times.
But the United Nations has warned that the situation in Gaza "is likely the worst it has been" because of the siege, the ongoing war and evacuation orders that have displaced about 500,000 people since March 18. On Tuesday, the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Turk, said the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza was in danger of "reaching a new unseen level."
"The situation now is the hardest by far from previous periods in the war," said Haroun al-Khatib, 29. He was displaced from Rafah in March and is now living in a tent in the Mawasi area of Khan Younis. His family fled Israel's advance into the city without any belongings, including the food they had stocked up on during the truce.
Now they depend on free food from a community kitchen, where lines are long, or they eat macaroni and canned beans bought using the savings of Khatib's recently deceased father. They wait in more lines for water from aid organizations.
"The basics of life are not available," he said.

An employee of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees enters an empty aid distribution warehouse in Gaza City on Monday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


Aid agencies say that cases of malnutrition -- particularly dangerous for children -- are rising.
Israel "is practicing a policy of starvation," said Narmeen Abu Nasr, a mother of four who is struggling to eat and breastfeed her baby in the Jabalya refugee camp in the north.
There are no nearby malnutrition treatment centers, and she fears traveling far for care. "If there was a truce, I could quickly heal them," she said of her children.
In some cases, Palestinians have been killed trying to recover food from abandoned homes or fields inside the Israeli military's expanded security zone, which includes prime agricultural areas, aid agencies said.
Residents are stretching their meals with what food remains.
Ibrahim Abu Shawareb, 37, said he and his family, who are staying in Khan Younis, make "war kebabs" -- soaked chickpeas ground up and fried in oil on a fire made in an empty tomato sauce can.
"In Palestine here, we adore food," Abu Shawareb said. "Now the quality of life is dropping to the minimum, so that you eat things you never imagined you'd eat."
Carman reported from Washington.
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Imitation weight-loss drugs boosted Hims & Hers. Executives cashed in.
Hims & Hers launched a pharmacy-made weight-loss drug last year, taking advantage of an FDA rule allowing it to temporarily make copies of Novo Nordisk's semaglutide. The gambit boosted the telehealth firm's stock price, and executives made millions selling shares.
By Daniel Gilbert | 2025-05-01

Hims & Hers CEO Andrew Dudum, center, is joined by company representatives to ring the closing bell at the New York Stock Exchange in June 2022. (Courtney Crow/Business Wire/AP)


Executives of Hims & Hers always knew their ability to sell a cut-rate weight loss drug could come to an end. The question was: When? Three days before the federal government signaled that companies would no longer be permitted to sell doses of imitation Wegovy, its CEO sold $10 million in stock -- at a price that was near the company's all-time high.
Investors had driven up the value of shares dramatically just days before, after Hims & Hers aired a one-minute Super Bowl ad on Feb. 9 declaring its determination to upset the status quo with its "affordable" off-brand medication.
The stock plunged Feb. 21, when the Food and Drug Administration declared an end to the long-running shortage of Novo Nordisk's semaglutide-based drugs, closing the door on cheap, pharmacy-made versions of Wegovy and Ozempic sold by Hims & Hers and others.
CEO Andrew Dudum's sale of shares on Feb. 18, under an automatic trading plan established months before, was the largest in a series of transactions by executives that capitalized on the boost Hims & Hers' semaglutide gave to the company's shares. The sales are perhaps the most visible display of wealth generated during an unprecedented boom in imitation weight-loss drugs made possible by FDA rules. Compounding pharmacies, which customize prescription drugs for individual patient needs, are allowed to make and sell their own versions of brand-name drugs when the FDA deems them to be in shortage.
Although it was doomed to be temporary once the big, patent-holding manufacturers caught up with demand, the sales opportunity was too good to pass up for pharmacies and telehealth companies that rushed to make the groundbreaking drugs accessible to millions of patients nationwide.
Hims & Hers says it has cut off an undisclosed number of its weight-loss patients since the FDA's ruling in February that semaglutide was no longer in shortage. It has waged an ad campaign and recruited patients to pressure the government into keeping the cheaper versions accessible, while continuing to sell "personalized" doses made by compounding pharmacies. In an abrupt shift Tuesday, the company said it is partnering with Novo Nordisk to make discounted Wegovy available through its platform.
After Hims & Hers began selling semaglutide in May 2024, its stock price rose and executives ramped up selling shares, an examination by The Washington Post found.
Over nine months, Hims & Hers insiders collectively sold 42 percent more shares than they had in the previous two years, a Post analysis found. They made $122.5 million, nearly three times what they had made selling shares in the two years before they started selling the weight-loss drug.
The Post analyzed data provided by the Washington Service, a firm that compiles insider trading data from mandatory disclosures filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Experts in corporate stock sales said it doesn't appear that company executives did anything improper. The vast majority of sales were made according to trading plans set months in advance that determine when, how much and at what price insiders will sell. Such plans are commonly used by corporate insiders to insulate them against the perception that they could benefit from nonpublic information.

Dudum at the New York Stock Exchange in June 2022. (Courtney Crow)


A review of the plans and subsequent trades, though, shows that several Hims & Hers executives significantly increased how many shares they could sell, enabling them to take advantage of the rise in Hims & Hers's stock price after launching semaglutide.
Hims & Hers declined to make Dudum available for an interview.
"Our leadership team remains heavily invested in Hims & Hers and focused on building long-term value," the company said by email in response to written questions. Executives commonly sell shares through trading plans "for financial and tax planning purposes," the spokesperson said, and "all executive stock sales follow strict policies."
A 30-second spot during the Super Bowl reportedly cost around $8 million, indicating Hims & Hers likely shelled out roughly $16 million for its one-minute ad. Hims & Hers declined to disclose how much it spent on the ad.
"We don't base our marketing strategy on rumors or speculation, and our Super Bowl ad did not market any specific weight loss product, but is instead focused on our entire weight loss offering," the company said, adding that the ad "was designed to spotlight a critical public health issue by highlighting the barriers many people face in accessing life-saving weight loss treatments."
Hims & Hers's strategy is rapidly evolving. As recently as February, Dudum accused Big Pharma of trying to "question the need for affordable compounded solutions and incite fear in regular Americans." In the company's statement to The Post on Monday, it said it has heard from hundreds of thousands of people who are unable to access brand-name weight-loss drugs including Wegovy.
On Tuesday, Dudum said in a statement announcing the partnership with Novo Nordisk that the companies "share a vision of what consumer-centered healthcare looks like."
Many telehealth firms sell compounded weight-loss drugs, but San Francisco-based Hims & Hers is one of only two publicly traded companies to do so, along with smaller rival LifeMD. The FDA does not review compounded drugs for safety or effectiveness and has issued periodic warnings of their risks.
Hims & Hers was co-founded by Dudum, a charismatic 36-year-old venture capital investor who previously launched a home-rental company, a home-building company and a speech-recognition company. The telehealth firm started out offering erectile dysfunction and hair-loss treatments, and expanded into skin care and other wellness categories.
Dudum's profile has grown along with his company, which went public in 2021 and has a stock-market value of more than $7 billion. He has repeatedly taken aim at Big Pharma and compared Hims & Hers to storied disrupters like Amazon and Netflix.
From the outset, Hims & Hers executives envisioned their foray into selling compounded semaglutide as a long-term business, insisting that there's a valid clinical need to personalize doses for individual patients.
Despite the public optimism, the company's financial statements appended a warning: "after the shortage ends, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to continue offering these products," adding that this could affect its stock price.

Hims & Hers began selling semaglutide weight-loss drugs in May 2024. (Business Wire)


By 2023, once Hims & Hers had settled on expanding into the red-hot weight-loss market, executives began positioning themselves to sell more shares.
Oluyemi Okupe, the company's chief financial officer, terminated a trading plan in May 2023 more than 200 days before it was set to expire, and replaced it with a new plan that was authorized to sell 22 percent more shares. The same day, he said at an investment conference that the company was planning to offer a weight-loss service. "We're very much excited about it," he said at the time.
That November, Dudum created a new trading plan that would take effect the following March and could sell up to 3 million shares over nine months -- more than double what he had sold up to that point.
Chief Commercial Officer Michael Chi created a trading plan in March 2024, set to take effect in late May. On May 20, 2024, Hims & Hers announced it would sell semaglutide made by compounding pharmacies for $199 a month -- and its stock price jumped 28 percent.
Executives soon began converting stock into cash.
Okupe revised his trading plan last May to sell twice as many shares as his previous plan. He made $15.6 million by selling shares between May 2024 and February 2025, when the FDA told compounding pharmacies they would have to stop making their versions of semaglutide. In the previous two years, his sales had fetched $1.3 million.
Chi gained $19.1 million from selling shares after the semaglutide launch, compared with less than $630,000 before.
Dudum's stock sales totaled $59.6 million between May 2024 and February 2025 -- more than twice the value of his sales over roughly a year before then. He owns about 16.4 million shares of Hims & Hers's publicly traded stock, or nearly a million less than a year ago, according to securities filings. That holding would be worth more than a half a billion dollars at the current price.
In response to a question about these executives' sales, Hims & Hers said that it is common for executives to "update their selling schedules and capacities as a company grows."
Ben Silverman, vice president of research at analytics firm VerityData, said the uptick in selling didn't trigger any red flags. "I see people who were set up to sell and take advantage of circumstances of price appreciation," he said.
By last fall, there were increasing signs that Hims & Hers's ability to sell its imitation semaglutide was nearing an end.
The FDA in October said the shortage of Eli Lilly's weight-loss drug tirzepatide was over and directed compounding pharmacies to stop making off-brand versions within months.
Later that month, the FDA's drug-shortage database indicated that all dosages of semaglutide were available, a precursor to resolving the shortage. When the agency affirmed the end of the tirzepatide shortage in December, Michael Cherny, an analyst at Leerink Partners, wrote in a note to clients that it "likely signals an eventual resolution of the semaglutide shortage as well."
Dudum was defiant. He blasted the FDA's tirzepatide decision on the social media platform X, saying it "should make you angry." The next month, Hims & Hers donated $1 million to Trump's inaugural committee and Dudum shared a photo of the company's chief operating officer posing with Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Then came the Super Bowl ad.
In front of a championship game audience of more than 127 million viewers, Hims & Hers promoted its offering as "affordable" and "doctor-trusted," while criticizing brand-name drugs as "priced for profits, not patients."
Google searches for Hims & Hers surged 348 percent from the previous month, while mentions across social media platforms registered a sharp uptick, according to Real Chemistry, which tracks social media activity.
The Monday after the Super Bowl, Hims & Hers's stock began a climb to new heights, buoyed by retail investors and -- counterintuitively -- by investors who had bet the stock price would fall. Such a bet is known as shorting a stock, and it can backfire: If a stock price keeps going up, investors who bet against it will buy the stock to cut their losses, sending the share price even higher.
"That's where momentum really came into play," said Ryan MacDonald, an analyst at Needham & Company. "We obviously have learned the power of the Reddit community," he said. "They gravitate toward heavily shorted companies."
Hims & Hers's share price climbed from $30 when it unveiled the ad in late January to more than $40 by the Super Bowl. Within 10 days of the event, the stock soared to almost $70.
The FDA announced the end of the semaglutide shortage on Feb. 21. By Feb. 25, when the company held its quarterly earnings call, the stock tumbled below $40.
Dudum acknowledged on the call that the company would stop prescribing doses of compounded semaglutide that come in Novo Nordisk's auto-injector pens. But this was far from a capitulation: the company is still offering "personalized" semaglutide dosages that aren't available in the brand-name drug, made by compounding pharmacies, saying that it is allowable under FDA rules.
Some patients began receiving messages from Hims & Hers that their prescription would no longer be available. Others, like Sarah Azar, got a different one: "As you are on a personalized dose, this announcement does not directly impact your subscription." Her refill would come as scheduled.
The message concluded by asking patients to "help ensure that compounded medications remain available and affordable" by contacting the FDA.
How Hims & Hers determines the clinical criteria justifying a personalized dosage is unclear. Azar and other patients told The Post that they were given a personalized prescription at the outset, despite never having tried a similar weight-loss drug before.
The company said in its statement that a licensed health-care provider reviews a patient's clinical intake form and "makes an independent decision about the most appropriate treatment (if any)," which can include a brand-name weight-loss drug or a personalized dosage of compounded semaglutide.
Azar, a 35-year-old Michigan resident, decided to order compounded semaglutide from Hims & Hers in December, enticed by the convenience and low price. "It was like my brain went towards it," she said. She ultimately lost 16 pounds, though she isn't sure if it was a result of the medication or following a strict diet. She opted to stop taking it.
As a business owner herself, Azar wondered why Hims & Hers and other telehealth firms launched a weight-loss product that they could only sell temporarily. "But then, they made a lot of money really fast," she said.
Hims & Hers's stock price, though well down from its peak, is still more than twice as high as it was before launching the weight-loss drug.
Dudum and other executives have continued to sell stock. In mid-March, the CEO exercised options and sold shares that netted him $8.3 million, his second-highest monthly total on record.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/05/01/ozempic-wegovy-weight-loss-drugs-hims/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Here's how GDP shows tariffs are starting to take a toll
Few pieces of the first-quarter GDP report remained untouched by the Trump administration's tariff policy.
By Rachel Lerman, Alyssa Fowers, Abha Bhattarai | 2025-04-30
The much-anticipated report on the nation's economy released Wednesday showed that the U.S. economy shrank during the first three months of the year -- offering the first window into the widespread effects of the Trump administration's tariff policies.
The sweeping tariffs, which have roiled global supply chains and international relations, have left an impression across nearly every part of the nation's economy, the report shows. Businesses are stockpiling goods, causing imports to surge, and consumers are growing wary of spending too much money amid uncertainty about their financial futures.
The gross domestic product report, released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, measures the value of goods produced in the country, providing a deep look at the health of the economy across a variety of sectors.
Here's what you need to know about how tariffs are already affecting the U.S. economy.
Imports surged during the quarter as businesses rushed to "front-load" inventory, or stock up on products before anticipated and threatened tariffs went into effect. Faced with uncertainty about what exactly new tariff policy would bring, companies across the United States started buying equipment, tech products, clothing, food and other goods their businesses rely on.
Imports count against the country's GDP growth, because they are not produced domestically. So this influx of imports helped shrink the U.S. economy. But that data could be later revised, said Michael Pearce, deputy chief U.S. economist at Oxford Economics, because there's often a lag between when goods are imported and when they are sold or reported as company inventory.
The trade deficit -- the difference between incoming and outgoing goods -- is the widest it has ever been, which is expected to be a significant drag on economic growth.
The reason for the surge is that companies are trying to beat tariffs on goods imported from abroad. For now, tariffs are frozen at 10 percent for most global trading partners until at least early July. After that, higher tariffs could be imposed on dozens of countries.
"You're seeing businesses make a lot more bookings to get those goods in because they know what they're dealing with for the next 90 days," said Paul Brashier, global supply chain vice president at ITS Logistics.
However, goods imported from China face a tax rate of about 145 percent on most products, threatening the future of trade with America's second-largest trading partner.
Brashier is already starting to see shippers cancel or suspend their orders on goods from China.
"There will be a drop in May," he said. "A pretty significant drop. Just because of what China represents."
An executive of the Port of Los Angeles, which relies heavily on shipments from China, said this month that they expect shipments to fall dramatically in May. "Folks are not shipping out of China right now because they're not going to pay 21/2 times for those goods that are coming in until we get some semblance of a plan," Gene Seroka, the port's executive director, said in an April 11 news briefing.
China, second to Mexico as America's largest trading partner, has hit back at the U.S. with retaliatory tariffs. Trump has recently softened his tariff rhetoric around relations with China, but even if a deal is reached, supply chains cannot adjust immediately.
Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG, compared it to the early months of the coronavirus pandemic, when global shipments were disrupted. "It was easier to turn the lights out on plants than it was to ramp them back up again," she said. "So even if we were to drop tariffs tomorrow, there's some damage to supply chains."
The slowdown in shipments could end up worsening inflation if lower inventory levels result in empty store shelves, athey did during the pandemic. Economists expect consumers will begin to feel the effects of rising prices in the next few months.
The latest GDP report showed that Americans are still spending, albeit at a slower pace than they have been. What's worrisome, though, economists say, is that some of that spending was the result of people buying cars, furniture, appliances and clothing ahead of new tariffs. Those big purchases are unlikely to continue in coming months, especially if tariffs result in higher prices for imported goods.
In March, for example, Americans bought nearly $790 billion worth of cars and vehicle parts -- an 8 percent increase from the month before -- as they tried to outrun sweeping auto tariffs that went into effect in early April, according to new figures from the Commerce Department released Wednesday. But economists say momentum is already waning, with some auto retailers reporting a drop-off in sales this month.
"We sold a lot of cars in March, and despite that, spending is slowing," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "The economy is clearly weakening."
Consumer spending, which makes up more than two-thirds of the economy, has so far held up, helping prop up broader growth. But economists say they worry that Americans, who already say they're feeling increasingly gloomy about the economy, may begin pulling back even more this year. Spending growth in the most recent quarter -- at 1.8 percent -- was markedly lower than the previous quarter's 4 percent pace.
"We would have had even weaker spending if we had not had the tariffs, because that did pull spending ahead," said Swonk of KPMG.
Another drag on the economy during the first quarter was a decrease in federal government spending. The GDP report specifically called out a slowdown in defense-related expenditures.
The drop in government spending could be partly, though not entirely, attributed to the Trump administration's efforts to reduce the size of government, led by DOGE, which stands for Department of Government Efficiency and is housed within the White House. The group, led by billionaire Elon Musk, has been orchestrating funding cuts and workforce reductions across the federal government.
"DOGE cuts are also playing a role [in the economic slowdown]," said Zandi of Moody's. "The decline in federal spending is having an impact that will likely continue into the current quarter and is also a reason to be nervous."
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U.S. economy shrank in early 2025 as tariffs sapped growth, imports surged
GDP contracted at an annual rate of 0.3 percent, a new report shows, as imports surged with panic purchases ahead of tariffs.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2025-04-30

Washing machines and dryers at a Home Depot store in Boston. (Steven Senne/AP)


The U.S. economy shrank in the first three months of 2025, contracting by an annualized rate of 0.3 percent -- a stark reversal after nearly three years of solid growth, as tariff-related uncertainty upended spending patterns and raised fears of an impending recession.
The new report on gross domestic product, released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis on Wednesday morning, showed the first deceleration of the U.S. economy since the pandemic-fueled supply chain woes of early 2022.
This economic slowdown came primarily from a dramatic increase in imports -- which count against GDP -- as businesses rushed to purchase foreign goods ahead of President Donald Trump's promised tariffs.
A drop in government spending also weighed on growth, and separately, consumer spending slowed, especially compared with recent months, as Americans hit the brakes on large purchases.
"Growth has simply vanished," Chris Rupkey, chief economist at Fwdbonds, a financial research firm, wrote in a note to clients after the report's release. "Maybe some of this negativity is due to a rush to bring in imports before the tariffs go up, but there is simply no way for policy advisers to sugarcoat this."
Financial markets initially recoiled at the news, with all three major indexes trading lower for much of Wednesday before paring back those losses later in the day. Still, it was a tough month for the stock market, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average losing more than 3 percent of its value and the S&P 500 down about 1 percent.
Trump dismissed the negative GDP reading, calling it an "overhang" from the previous administration.
"This is Biden's Stock Market, not Trump's," he posted on his social media site, Truth Social. "Tariffs will soon start kicking in, and companies are starting to move into the USA in record numbers. ... This will take a while, has NOTHING TO DO WITH TARIFFS, only that he left us with bad numbers, but when the boom begins, it will be like no other."

New government data released on April 30 reveals the U.S. economy contracted in Q1 2025, marking the first deceleration since the covid-19 pandemic.


Still, economists attribute recent economic shifts to tariff-related anxiety. Earlier in the year, families and businesses ramped up purchases of  foreign-made goods, including industrial equipment, cars, electronics, clothing and furniture, ahead of the Trump administration's tariffs, which largely went into effect this month. As a result, the United States imported nearly twice as many goods as it exported in March.
The trade deficit -- the difference between incoming and outgoing goods -- is the widest it has ever been, which is expected to be a significant drag on economic growth. Sales of American-made goods to other countries help bolster GDP, while purchases of foreign-made products count against it.
GDP, the sum of all goods and services produced in the country, is the broadest measure of the economy. In the latest quarter, a surge of imports subtracted a record five percentage points from the reading. That drop was largely offset by consumer spending and business investments, though economists warn that those gains were probably the result of tariff-related front-loading and likely to lead to less spending later in the year.
"What we see is a series of one-time factors propping up the economy, in the guise of a $140 billion inventory accumulation and a 22 percent increase in equipment spending," said Joe Brusuelas, principal and chief economist for RSM US. "Those are going to completely reverse and then some, which tells me we're ripe for the onset of a recession midyear."
Democrats were quick to pounce on the president's handling of the economy, with Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) saying Trump must "admit his failure and reverse course, and immediately fire his economic team."
Economists say emerging economic weakness is not just a sign of current trepidation but, more pointedly, a warning that the situation may continue to worsen as the full effect of tariffs comes into view.
The fact that many families and businesses have already stocked up on cars, appliances and other big-ticket items, for instance, means they won't have to make those purchases again anytime soon, further denting consumer spending. And businesses, which have largely held off on investments and hiring, are unlikely to reverse course right away.
"The weakness this quarter is also a preview of weakness in future quarters," said Tara Sinclair, director of the Center for Economic Research at George Washington University. "We are seeing a dramatic change in people's behavior, similar to what we saw during the shock of the pandemic. They're front-loading purchases they might've made later in the year, and that's very concerning for future quarters."
Although economists generally agreed that growth has petered out this year, their predictions ahead of the GDP report varied wildly: The Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta's economic growth model was forecasting a 1.5 percent contraction in the first quarter, while the New York Fed's version was predicting 2.6 percent growth. Most economists' forecasts fell somewhere in between, though large swings in trade, business inventories and consumer spending have made it particularly tough to gauge the state of the economy.
Some economists said the GDP report is likely to have overstated weakness in the economy. They pointed to a 3 percent increase in final sales to private domestic purchasers -- a measure of the economy that excludes trade and inventories -- as a sign that consumers and businesses are still on solid footing.
Peter Navarro, Trump's senior trade adviser, doubled down on that argument, saying GDP had been skewed by tariff-related stockpiling.
"When you strip all of that out, and you strip out the volatility of inventories in the equation, we actually had about 3 percent GDP growth, which is very, very good and quite encouraging for employment," Navarro said, speaking with reporters at the White House.
A separate government report Wednesday showed some progress on the Federal Reserve's fight against inflation. But lingering uncertainty over Trump's trade policies -- which could drive prices higher in the months ahead -- are likely to keep the Fed in a holding pattern for now. Although the central bank cut interest rates three times late last year as inflation started to ease, it has held off on further reduction despite pressure from the president as officials wait to see what trade wars do to the economy.
"The level of the tariff increases announced so far is significantly larger than anticipated," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said this month at the Economic Club of Chicago. "The same is likely to be true of the economic effects, which will include higher inflation and slower growth."
Still, the latest personal consumption expenditures report shows cooling inflation: The price index rose 2.3 percent in March from a year earlier, down from 2.5 percent the previous month. That metric, not the consumer price index, is the Fed's preferred inflation gauge.
Notably, the report showed a sharp monthly increase in consumer spending on motor vehicles and parts -- another sign that buyers hurried to make purchases ahead of expected tariffs.
Those large spending shifts are further muddling the economic picture at a time when there's already little clarity on what comes next. The Trump administration's sweeping new tariffs -- which include a 10 percent tax on all imports and up to 145 percent on Chinese goods -- have raised concerns that inflation may worsen.
Perhaps the most significant wild card, economists say, is how Americans will respond in the months to come. Consumer spending, which makes up nearly 70 percent of GDP, has been driving much of the economy's recent growth. But surveys show many are worried about worsening inflation and unemployment, and consumer confidence has dropped to its lowest level since May 2020, according to data released by the Conference Board this week.
There are also signs that Americans are starting to pull back on nonessentials.  Consumer spending growth slowed to 1.8 percent in the first quarter, from a 4 percent pace at the end of last year, the GDP report shows.
"Everything is lining up for a much weaker, perhaps recessionary, economy dead ahead," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "Perhaps the most worrisome aspect of the report is the downshift in consumer spending growth -- and that's despite the forward-buying because of tariffs. The consumer is the key to the outlook, and if the consumer starts to pack it in, we're going into recession."
Carmine's, a chain of family-style Italian restaurants with locations in New York, D.C. and Las Vegas, is seeing an increase in customers, as cash-strapped families and businesses eschew pricier options, said Jeffrey Bank, CEO of parent company Alicart Restaurant Group. Even though they are booking parties, it's clear they are feeling jittery, he said: For the first time, many are asking about the company's cancellation policies before signing contracts.
"People are nervous: Will there be a recession? Will I lose my job? Is my 401(k) up, down or sideways? They're trading down from their expensive steakhouse and coming to us," he said. "We saw it during the financial crisis, and we're seeing it now."
Andrew Ackerman contributed to this report.
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After signaling restraint, Trump renews criticism of the Federal Reserve 
President Donald Trump's detente with the Federal Reserve lasted just one week.

By Andrew Ackerman | 2025-04-30

President Donald Trump attends a rally to mark his 100th day in office  at Macomb Community College in Warren, Michigan, on April 29. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


President Donald Trump took aim at the Federal Reserve during a rally Tuesday in Michigan, suggesting that the central bank's leadership is underperforming and claiming he knows more about interest rates than its  chairman.
"I have a Fed person who is not really doing a good job," Trump told supporters, without naming Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell. "I want to be very nice and respectful to the Fed," he added.
The remarks suggest the president has no intention of relenting in his public criticisms of the Fed and its chairman. Trump continues to push the independent central bank to lower interest rates amid widespread economic uncertainty fueled largely by the president's escalating trade war.
Just a week ago, Trump moderated his tone on the Fed after making  social media posts criticizing Powell as a "major loser" whose "termination cannot come fast enough" fueled new declines in stock prices, a weaker dollar and a spike in government borrowing costs -- as well as speculation that the president would seek to dismiss Powell.
In reversing himself, Trump said last week  that he had "no intention" of seeking to remove Powell from his post. "Never did," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "The press runs away with things. No, I have no intention of firing him."
The president's shift in tone last week followed the counsel of several administration officials, including Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick, The Washington Post reported. The officials cautioned that the administration did not need further disruption in financial markets from an all-out battle with the Federal Reserve and that it already had several major economic fights on its hands, including new tariffs.
In his Michigan remarks, Trump seemed to acknowledge the pushback against attacking the Fed.
"You are not supposed to criticize the Fed; you are supposed to let him do his own thing," Trump said Tuesday. "But I know much more than he does about interest rates, believe me."
Congress structured the Fed to be insulated from short-term political pressure. That's because presidents and other elected officials often prefer lower interest rates to spur immediate growth, even if it risks higher inflation down the line, which could ultimately harm the broader economy.
During his first term, Trump repeatedly criticized Powell -- whom he originally appointed as chair -- berating him on social media and imploring the Fed to lower rates. By late 2018, Trump started asking advisers whether he could fire Powell after markets dipped on fears of the president's escalating trade war with China. His advisers told him he lacked the authority.
Publicly, Powell did not respond to the attacks, and while the Fed ultimately cut interest rates in 2019, those moves were unrelated to Trump's browbeating. Instead, officials tied the cuts to a potential slowdown caused by the U.S.-China trade war. It was an easier call because inflation wasn't a concern at the time, unlike the present circumstances.
In recent weeks and months, Trump had revisited the idea of dumping the Fed chair with new intensity, raising fears among longtime observers that he might finally act on it. Some of the restraints that had once held him back -- legal caution, institutional norms and strong pushback from senior officials -- have largely been removed.
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At Butterworth's, the food knows no party affiliation
Bart Hutchins, chef-partner at Butterworth's on Capitol Hill, wants diners to judge his new restaurant on the bistro cooking, not the politics of its customers.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-05-01
So few restaurants make their own french fries, Butterworth's in Washington deserves a shout-out for the paces its potatoes go through.
Using sliced Kennebec potatoes, chef-partner Bart Hutchins blanches and freezes them, then blanches and freezes them again before frying them in beef tallow, a fat enjoying 15 minutes of fame with the MAGA crowd and, honestly, discerning taste testers.
The hot fries shine with just a shake of salt, although they come with a pot of aioli for gilding what's already gold.
French fries aren't the only reason people are talking about Butterworth's. When a restaurant backed by well-known names opens two blocks from the Capitol, headlines follow. Introduced in October, Butterworth's is named for co-owner Alex Butterworth, senior legal counsel at Uber, and backed by investors including Raheem Kassam, a former Breitbart News London editor.
Early coverage of the two-story Butterworth's led me to believe I'd be walking into a bespoke Trump rally that served food and drink. So I did what any food critic with acquaintances on both sides of the aisle would do and invited two Republicans to join me for my debut dinner.
First surprise: There's a minder at the entrance. He smiled when I approached but didn't ask for identification (or open the door, for that matter). Initially worried about guests being harassed, as occurred several times with high-profile Republican diners during the first Trump administration, Hutchins says, the attendant, who works Fridays and Saturdays, has yet to encounter any problems.

Lamb tartare topped with foie gras and onion rings. 



Server Danta Windzor chats with diner Merrie Turner. 


Second surprise: The foyer looks like some Victorian grandmother had a hand in the design. Mismatched old fabric chairs and a rug that looks as if it's had decades of soles walk across it resemble props from "Oh, Mary!" on Broadway. Illumination comes by way of old chandeliers and a single candelabra tilting dangerously close to a scarred wall.
A few steps in, Butterworth's takes on the air of a bistro, with spindly chairs, porthole-shaped mirrors on white tiled walls and a bar lit with fetching fringed lamps suspended from a white pressed-tin ceiling. Assorted greenery softens the borders.
At the table, I'm handed a menu that shoots holes in the idea that conservatives tend to gather around steak and liberals eat more adventurously. Yes, there's grilled beef on the list, but also bone marrow, pheasant pate and pork cheeks. Butterworth's opened with a different chef and a longer script and has evolved under Hutchins, who previously cooked at Le Mont Royal and the nearby Beuchert's Saloon. He says he sees Butterworth's as the American equivalent of "the French bistro, English pub and Italian trattoria."
The chef dreams big. Hutchins says he wants Butterworth's to become a "D.C. institution" like the Monocle or Old Ebbitt Grill.
The lamb tartare could facilitate a long run. The dish comes with traditional jolts of seasoning but over-the-top lacy onion rings and near-melting foie gras, garnishes that double the fun. Another memorable appetizer is the pheasant pate fashioned from pheasant trimmings: breast, legs and liver seasoned with the almond-flavored liqueur Prunelle de Bourgogne.
White asparagus signals spring. The kitchen cooks the stalks on a yakitori grill and pairs them with crushed hazelnuts and romesco. Vegetarian options are greater -- more evident, more interesting -- each visit. Chopped red and yellow beets piled on a raft of toasted bread, slathered with labneh, was another recent crowd-pleaser, spurred along by harissa crisp and roasted peanuts in the mix.
The menu changes every few days. Hutchins asks his farmers and growers what they've got before he creates dishes, and he prefers to buy whole animals, breaking them down in the kitchen. Pork cheeks, their flavor intensified with pork stock, rosemary and verjus, have been on the list every time I've dropped by. Tender chunks of braised meat with filings of horseradish atop a swirl of buttery pureed potatoes are a keeper. Grilled, head-on shrimp atop a scattering of peas were brighter for a crimson and sweet Jimmy Nardello pepper on the plate and lesser for an underliner of dry sliced fingerling potatoes.

White asparagus salad on romesco. 


You should know going in, the appetizers are all shareable, the "plates" that follow on the menu are medium-size portions -- a detail I applaud -- and your entire order might show up all at once unless you tell your server otherwise from the start. Dishes including the dry-aged flat iron steak (sometimes bavette) seasoned with crushed black peppercorns deserve to be eaten in leisurely fashion. Dessert fans will dig the decadent chocolate mousse with whipped cream.
Hutchins spends time in both the kitchen and dining room, where he once gifted my party of wine drinkers an unfinished bottle of red left over from a tasting. The owner says he doesn't know when I've been in, and our brief interaction suggested as much.
"THE CROWD, TOM! THE CUSTOMERS!" Or so I imagine some people are asking about now.
The first three times I ate at Butterworth's, I never got the sense that it tilted right. I didn't spot anyone wearing a MAGA cap, for instance, or Secret Service standing watch outside. Only on a fourth visit did I see anything that signaled red: "Free Ross Day 1," read a sticker on a young diner's laptop, referring to the founder of the dark web commerce site Silk Road whom Trump pardoned in January. A GOP dining companion of mine let me know that on his maiden visit, the first three people he spotted at the bar were Democrats.
I also didn't go on a night Steve Bannon or another Republican bigwig hosted a party upstairs, so your mileage might vary.
Mindful of both his business partners and a city that overwhelmingly votes Democratic, Hutchins says he hopes customers make decisions about visiting his restaurant based on "their palate rather than an electoral map." Honestly, the roar of the crowd some nights might be enough to dissuade some folks.
Given the competition around town, I might not fight traffic to eat here, but neighbors in search of a reliable bistro experience will find what they want. And ultimately, neighbors will determine the restaurant's fate.
My Republican acquaintance with no dog in the fight went back to Butterworth's on his own recently. "I didn't see anything that would lead me to think that it is some kind of a MAGA hangout," he texted me, "and their playing of Sylvie Vartan and other old school French pop over the speakers doesn't scream Freedom Fries."
I agree to agree.

Butterworth's restaurant by day. 


319 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. 202-621-7525. butterworths.club. Open: 10 a.m. to midnight daily (kitchen closes at 10 p.m.). Prices: Shareable appetizers $17 to $20, main courses $22 to $37. Sound check: 75 decibels/Must speak with raised voice. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; ADA-compliant restroom.
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Yes, you need to clean your toilet brush
How to clean your cleaning supplies
By Erin Chan Ding | 2025-05-01

(iStock)


There's not much that's more satisfying than crossing a handful of tedious cleaning chores off your to-do list. But before you give yourself a (well-deserved) mental high-five for scrubbing the tub, vacuuming the rugs or wiping the crumbs off the kitchen counters, there's one more thing you need to do: Clean your cleaning tools.
It's an oft-neglected task, says Zeynep Mehmetoglu, co-owner of Maid Bright in the Washington, D.C., area, because "you're just like, 'Oh, let me get this clean and just walk away.' You just want to clean as fast as possible and move on to something else."
But not cleaning your cleaning implements can negate all the time you took to clean.
"If you are not cleaning your tools, you're also kind of spreading the dirt," says Becky Rapinchuk, founder of Clean Mama. "There's a reason to clean the cleaning tools, and that is so that we're not spreading germs around."
Ultimately, Rapinchuk says, "it's really not that difficult to clean them. You just have to know what to do."
Here's how she and other cleaning experts suggest disinfecting and caring for some common cleaning tools.
A toilet brush, says Rapinchuk, who's based in suburban Chicago, is "the grossest thing to clean." After you're done scrubbing your toilet with the brush, she says, don't just return it to its holder. Instead, flush the toilet a couple of times with the brush still in the bowl to ensure the brush is clean. Suspend the brush over the bowl, with the toilet seat holding it in place, and use a spray bottle to squirt hydrogen peroxide on the bristles. Leave it there until it's dry, then put the brush back in the holder. "It's super easy," Rapinchuk says. "You don't have to touch anything."
Vacuums are the power tools of cleaning, but they require a little attention to keep them running smoothly. Jarelle Flibotte, owner of Jolly Maids and Cleaning By JMF in Barre, Vermont, recommends that, after every use, you unplug your vacuum, examine the underside of the brush and cut along the indentation by the brush with a small razor or pair of scissors to remove accumulated hair that can slow the brush down. You should also inspect the filters weekly, she says. If they are made of foam, rinse and air-dry them. (High-efficiency particulate air, or HEPA, filters should be changed about once every six months.)
James Rothstein, owner of the Maid Man in Chanhassen, Minnesota, says he sprays the tubing and attachments with a multi-surface cleaner, then wipes them down.
Mehmetoglu recommends emptying the dust bin on bagless models each time you vacuum. To keep your vacuum functioning well, find a small air compressor, such as the type used to clean computer keyboards, and spray the inside of the bin and the vacuum's surrounding parts and crevices to ensure dust does not accumulate. "This has happened to me, where the vacuum will stop working if you don't clean the parts, because there is no bag trapping all of that dust," she says. If your model has a bag, change it according to the manufacturer's instructions -- or before it becomes full. If your vacuum isn't picking up dirt, there's a good chance you need to change the bag.
Carlos Soto and Joanna Krzesinska, a married couple who own ChicProClean in Chicago's northwest suburbs, say they use microfiber cloths more than anything else in their cleaning arsenal. The cloths are workhorses, Soto says, and they can withstand hundreds of washes.
A word of caution, though: Don't mix them with other fabrics in the wash. If they're thrown in with towels and cotton shirts, "all the lint is going to get inside the microfiber," Soto says. "It's going to clog up the pores, and it's going to shorten the length of how long the microfiber cloths will be usable."
And never use fabric softener or bleach when washing microfiber cloths. Instead, Krzesinska says, pour a cup of white vinegar and a teaspoon of dish soap in with the laundry detergent. "It deodorizes the microfiber, too," she adds.
Once they're washed, air-dry them or use the medium heat setting on your dryer, Soto says.
Flibotte and her cleaning technicians scrub sponges with a small brush, then toss them in the dishwasher. Soto also uses the dishwasher to clean sponges. He puts them on the top rack and uses the sanitize cycle.
Danielle Steiner, owner of Steiner Cleaning in Minnesota, says she throws her scrub brushes in the washing machine with hot water and laundry detergent. To keep them from banging around inside the machine, she suggests tossing them in with cleaning rags. Don't put them in the dryer, though; air-dry them instead. "I've melted some toothbrushes," she says, "so I try to remember to grab those out before I dry the rags."
For brooms, once you're done sweeping, use a paper towel or your hands to grab anything sticking to the bristles. Wash the dustpan in a utility sink with Castile or dish soap and warm water. While the water runs, Rapinchuk recommends working the tips of the bristles into the soapy dustpan to remove excess dirt. Then let it drip-dry over the sink.
If your mop has a detachable microfiber cloth, toss it in the washing machine with laundry detergent, Flibotte says. If you use cotton terry cloths, Mehmetoglu says to throw them in the wash with a little bleach to disinfect them. She suggests rinsing wet mops that don't have a detachable head in a utility sink. Fill a clean bucket with hot water and dishwashing liquid, and let the mop soak for at least 10 to 15 minutes. "Depending on how gross your mop head gets, you're probably going to have to soak it for longer and run your hands through that mop head to get it all sudsy," she says. Then rinse it until the water runs clear, and let it air-dry.
To clean your reusable rubber gloves, put them on, drop a dollop of dishwashing detergent on them, and wash them as if you're washing your hands. Hang them to dry. "Easy," Soto says. "Your best friend is simplicity."
Erin Chan Ding is a freelance writer based in Illinois.
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Your toilet is grosser than you think. Here's how to clean it better.
All kinds of bacteria, mold and viruses can thrive in your toilet bowl. Take your cleaning game to the next level with this expert advice.
By Susannah Herrada | 2025-05-01
If there's one place in the home most of us can probably agree requires a regular scrubbing, it's the toilet. But even if yours looks sparkling, truly getting it clean can be tricky, because the toilet provides optimal conditions for all kinds of bacteria, mold and viruses.
Changjie Cai, an aerosol scientist at the University of Oklahoma's Hudson College of Public Health, heads a lab that studies what lurks in the bowl and what each flush may send into the air. One takeaway from his research: "We sometimes don't pay attention to cleaning the underside of the rim. It can become very nasty," he says. "Salmonella can persist there for a long time -- months even -- because it has the perfect environment." (Staph and E. coli might be hiding there, too.)
For more expert insight into your toilet -- and step-by-step advice on how to properly disinfect it -- read on.




Selecting the right toilet brush is critical. Go for an angled one with stiff bristles, which will do a better job accessing the underside of the rim and inside the trap (the hole in the bottom of the bowl). An old toothbrush also works well for getting under the rim. Good Housekeeping recommends cleaning your toilet brush after each use by filling its holder with hot, soapy water; rinsing the brush; then repeating with cold water and a little bit of bleach. If you follow that process and your brush still doesn't look clean, it's time to replace it.
When it comes to protecting yourself, rubber dish gloves (designated for use in the bathroom only) are a great choice, because they extend nearly to your elbow. The pros at Molly Maid also recommend wearing a mask, particularly if your ventilation is subpar and you're using products that require good airflow to be safe, such as bleach.




The American Cleaning Institute merely advises using a "disinfectant" on your toilet -- but there are so many on the market that picking one can be confusing. One crucial tip: If the label promises that the product "kills 99.9%" of viruses and bacteria, that means the Environmental Protection Agency has verified that it will get the job done. Toilet-bowl cleaners by Lysol and Clorox are both verified, for instance, as are bathroom disinfectant sprays by those same brands (which can be used on the outside of the toilet).
If harsh chemicals are a concern, look out for the EPA's "Safer Choice" label, which a product  receives only after the agency has determined that its ingredients meet certain criteria for human and environmental health while remaining effective. Toilet cleaners by Seventh Generation, for example, carry the label.
For a simpler approach, old-fashioned household bleach remains arguably the best germ-killing bang for your buck. The EPA recommends a ratio of 1/3 cup liquid chlorine bleach per 1 gallon of water. (If you use bleach, be extra careful about properly ventilating the bathroom.)
Although a lot of people reach for the white vinegar when it's time to clean, its ability to disinfect is limited, according to NSF International, an organization that tests products and develops public health standards for them. The pantry staple, however, is worth adding to your toilet-cleaning arsenal if you're contending with tough stains. Try scouring them with a paste of 3 parts baking soda to 1 part white vinegar, a safe and effective way to break down grime.
One product to skip? Those bleach-based tablets for your tank that promise to continuously clean. They can damage a toilet's rubber gaskets and seals. Plus, the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals warns that they're unhealthy for pets who slurp toilet water.




Before you start cleaning, flip on the bathroom fan or open a window -- or, if you can, do both. Between the fumes from your cleaning products and whatever's kicked into the air while scrubbing, proper ventilation is essential.




To properly sanitize a toilet, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, its surfaces must first be free of visible grime that could obstruct your disinfectant. So, if you can see gunk such as hair, mold and you-can-imagine-what-else, it's important to give exterior parts such as the seat an initial wipe-down and the bowl a preliminary brushing.
Lowering the water level doesn't require a plumber's license. In some toilets, you can just turn off the tank's water supply and flush. If that doesn't work, empty the bowl by plunging or by pouring in around 11/2 gallons of water. (Either method will simulate a flush while preventing the bowl from refilling.)
Although this step might sound like overkill, we tried it ourselves and can attest that it's a game changer. Less water makes cleaning the bowl marginally better, because you're not as likely to splash yourself. Reducing the water minimizes reflections, giving you a clearer view of what's going on in the bowl, and it allows cleaning products to work better, because they're not as diluted and they'll spend more time in direct contact with the toilet.
Now you can really get down to business. Add your bowl cleaner and grab your angled brush. Be meticulous about scrubbing the underside of the rim, as well as the trap. Cai says that both areas are often neglected and hard to see, and that they tend to become hot zones for biofilms (essentially slimy colonies of microorganisms that attach to surfaces).
A common mistake is to immediately flush away the cleaning product inside the bowl, minimizing its effectiveness. "If you want to disinfect, you have to allow sufficient contact time" with the disinfectant, Cai says. Follow the directions on the label, or if you're unsure, the CDC recommends waiting at least a minute.
The final step is to disinfect the exterior parts of the toilet. Using your EPA-verified disinfectant, spray and wipe down the top and underside of the seat, the bowl base, the top and underside of the lid, the tank, the handle and the hinges that connect the lid to the bowl. If you use a generous wad of toilet paper for the job, you'll be able to flush it when you're done. If you use paper towels, toss them in the trash immediately, so they don't contaminate other areas. And remember: Every flush -- not to mention, every poor aimer who uses your loo -- sends all manner of germs beyond the boundaries of your toilet, so take care to clean the rest of your bathroom regularly, too.
Susannah Herrada is a travel and lifestyle writer in Virginia.
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Celery takes the spotlight for a change in this beef stir-fry 
Celery brings flavor and crunch to this adaptable, speedy meal.
By Olga Massov | 2025-05-01

Celery and Ground Beef Stir-Fry. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Carolyn Robb/Both for The Washington Post )


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
I've long been a celery apologist. It started in college, when one of my friends referred to it as "crunchy water," implying that celery was boring, flavorless and pointless. It occurred to me right then and there that celery has a PR problem. It's generally thought of as a background player, and never the star. Quick, how many dishes can you think of off the top of your head where celery gets top billing?
Get the recipe: Celery and Ground Beef Stir-Fry
There are a few that have transformed how I think about celery and that I still daydream about. Years ago, during a fabulous restaurant meal, I was served a palate cleanser: a celery granita laced with fresh apple juice. I don't remember what else I ate that night, but I remember that granita like it was yesterday. I keep telling myself I'll re-create it at home one day. Then there's the famed celery and anchovy starter at San Francisco's Zuni Cafe, which comes with shards of parmesan, Nicoise olives, a few flecks of cracked black pepper and a squeeze of lemon. And a few years back, right before the pandemic, I had the most delicious shaved celery salad that was mixed with chopped dates, crunchy candied nuts, and a drizzle of lemon juice and olive oil, all covered with a fluffy mound of shaved parmesan. Heaven.
But this stir-fry, from food writer Fuchsia Dunlop, is my favorite of them all. So much so that I've been making it on repeat for more than 13 years. It has several things going for it: It requires minimal chopping and boasts just seven ingredients. But the best thing about this recipe is that it's a genius way to use up that bunch of celery languishing (mocking you?) in your fridge's crisper drawer.

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Carolyn Robb/Both for The Washington Post )


The recipe calls for an entire bunch of celery (or however much you've got sitting around), and the combination of crunchy bits of celery with tender ground meat -- we often use a plant-based substitute -- in a sauce of funky, umami-rich doubanjiang (Sichuanese chili bean paste) and Chinkiang vinegar (Chinese black vinegar) is bold and flavorful but, at the same time, pared-down and elegant. In the original recipe, Dunlop instructs you to blanch the celery, but after trying it once and deciding it was too fussy for my weeknight efforts, I've never done it again. I couldn't really tell the difference.
Dunlop lists amounts for the ingredients, but I think of them as gentle suggestions. Use more or less of the ground meat -- or a plant-based alternative -- if you'd like. Adjust the seasonings to taste. Just be sure to let the celery be the star for a change. It deserves the spotlight.
Get the recipe: Celery and Ground Beef Stir-Fry
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Ask Sahaj: How do I forgive my in-laws when the real issue is my skin color?
The letter writer's in-laws weren't happy her husband married a White woman. How she can forgive their behavior?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-05-01

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I am struggling to forgive and forget and move on with my in-laws. This could be because they have never apologized and also because I have not told them how their actions have hurt me.
I know they were upset that my husband married a White woman. They used to subtly put me down. Even though I was a registered nurse, they told me I was not educated enough to marry into the family despite others marrying into the family who had no college degree at all. One Thanksgiving they agreed to let me cook for their very large family, and then they cooked and ate at home before coming. I was still kind, although I wanted to cry. I was told by a niece they did not trust a White girl to cook. It broke my heart because I researched soul and Cajun food and incorporated the recipes into my menu.
My mother-in-law has always made passive-aggressive comments aimed at me, and I finally just shut off to her. Now they are upset. I don't want to invest half a million dollars into living on a family compound which I would not own or have rights to. It would be owned by a trust that no doubt my MIL would have full power over.
I do not want to keep their son away, and I tell him all the time to visit them. I simply just hate going, so now I will only do a visit once a year. I will admit the comments stopped, and she has even been nicer to me lately. I just think it's fear of losing her son because I am no longer trying. How do I forgive them when it's so difficult to confront the real issue: They were mean to me because I'm the wrong color.
-- Bitter Daughter-in-Law
BDIL: It sounds like your in-laws have developed a prejudice against those who are not like them. This may have been learned through survival or to protect their family, community and heritage from harm. But alas, this has created a rigid and uncompassionate dynamic in which "others" like you are not welcomed or accepted. Regardless of the reasoning, disrespect and lack of reciprocity are not okay.
I wonder what your husband says about all of this. It's important that you can talk openly with him about what you're feeling and that you can discuss, together, what his role is in helping manage this situation with his family. Your husband should be actively stepping up as a buffer and ambassador. He may not be able to change the dynamic, but he should be supporting you.
My colleague Shadeen Francis, a licensed marriage and family therapist, suggests exploring: "What insights can he offer about the best ways to communicate with his family? Is he able to offer care or encouragement to you in times that feel tense or tender? If it is meaningful to you, can he share anything about what the family's history has been with fear or distrust of White people?" The goal isn't to absolve your in-laws of the harm they have caused you but rather gain understanding and support to help you traverse into their family system without losing yourself.
Regardless of the context your husband does or does not give you, your hurt makes sense. And, as you attempt to move forward, it'll be important to differentiate between forgiveness and reconciliation. Forgiveness is about freeing yourself from the weight of resentment; reconciliation is about rebuilding a relationship. You don't have to do both -- and, in fact, the latter requires change and accountability -- but forgiveness will help you focus on your healing. If you choose it, forgiveness doesn't mean pretending things didn't happen or even letting your in-laws all the way back in; instead, forgiveness is the process of releasing the hold their actions have on you -- for your own peace, not for their comfort.
Francis calls what you're seeking from your in-laws a "measured closeness and reasonable distance," and I agree. In order for you to forgive, continue to explore the boundaries you have to put in place within the relationship. For example, your not wanting to financially invest in a family compound is, as Francis says, "a great example of advocacy for space that you need. This isn't about rejecting family; it's about protecting yourself from arrangements that are out of alignment with your goals and the state of your relationship." Boundaries are an imperative way to invite a relationship with your in-laws that works within your parameters of comfort and tolerance.
Finally, it's hard to forgive when what you've been through hasn't been acknowledged. It's also hard to gain acknowledgment when you haven't been able to share what you're feeling. I wonder if you'd be willing to express your hurt more directly with your in-laws? Use "I" statements, briefly reference the moment of hurt and keep it future focused on what you want going forward. This may sound like, "Hi, [MIL name], I really want to have a stronger and closer relationship with you. I felt hurt when [reference moment of hurt], and it made me feel unwelcome. I'd really appreciate it if, moving forward, we could [specific request]." You may want to include your husband in the conversation. Be prepared to repeat the boundary calmly if it's ignored.
I want to leave you with this reminder from Francis: "Remember that healing this relationship doesn't rest solely on your shoulders. True reconciliation is a relational process, so do not carry this alone." Open up to your husband and seek out support in friends or reach out to a professional to help you navigate this. Good luck!
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Can any of these viral window-washing tools make the task less of a slog?
We put four internet darlings to the test.
By Jolie Kerr | 2025-05-01
Washing the windows is a staple of spring cleaning, one of the chores that first springs (sorry, sorry!) to mind when the season arrives. There are practical reasons to wash windows in spring -- falling leaves and winter storms leave windows very dirty -- but there is also this: Washing the windows is a big, often sloggy, job that is easy to put off until, sigh, spring cleaning rolls around, and it's time to admit the windows are filthy.
That slogginess makes window washing an area ripe for disruption, but does the Uber of window washing exist? A scroll through cleaning content on Instagram and TikTok suggests yes -- clever, newfangled tools that promise to make washing the windows a cinch abound, evoking a strong, "I have got to have that" response.
Ahead of spring cleaning, I took four viral window cleaning tools for a spin around my home to see if they really offer a better way to tackle this often dreaded chore.
The product: Baffect double-sided magnetic window washer, $26.97
What it is: Double-sided magnetic window cleaners are all over TikTok, promising a virtually effortless way to clean interior and exterior windows in one go. These gadgets use magnets to adhere to both sides of a window, allowing double-sided cleaning and offering a solution for exterior window cleaning that doesn't require ladders, ropes, pulleys or scaffolding. For apartment dwellers and people who prefer not to dangle midair, this clever contraption looks like a window-cleaning game changer.
What we thought: Unfortunately, its performance was dismal and, more troubling, magnetic window cleaners pose two major safety problems. The magnets are quite strong, and it is very easy, even when you are paying close attention, to trap your fingers between the plates. I did! It hurt -- quite a lot. Then, in testing, the tool fell apart: It bumped the metal frame of my window, disturbing the magnet holding the two pieces together and causing the outer piece to fall to the ground and break.
One of my catchphrases for expressing how much I dislike a person or thing is to say, "I hate it so much I want to throw it out my window." The nicest thing I have to say about the magnetic window cleaner is that it took the initiative to throw itself out the window, so I didn't have to.
Our verdict: Not recommended.

(Andrea Arevalo/FTWP)


The product: YYYFEI multifunctional window cleaner brush, $8.99
What it is: A window and screen cleaning tool that features a microfiber cleaning pad on one side and a squeegee blade on the other. To use this window cleaning brush, apply glass cleaner to the window and scrub away dirt, pollen, and other buildup using the thick microfiber pad attached to the head of the tool. Then flip the tool around and use the squeegee blade to skim away the cleaning solution. (I do not have screens on my windows and was unable to test the tool's screen-cleaning ability.)
What we thought: The product I expected the least from was, naturally, the one I ended up being most impressed by. This is a handy little tool indeed! The extendable handle allows for impressive reach, allowing me to clean all the way to the top of my windows with no problem (I am short).
However, the flimsy handle and the subpar squeegee blade give me strong reservations. There are better-made tools for the job, like a flat microfiber cleaning tool with an extendable handle and high-quality squeegee.
Our verdict: Recommended, with reservations.
The product: Karcher WV 1 electric window vacuum squeegee, $69.28
What it is: A cordless power tool that suctions water and cleaning solutions off flat surfaces like windows, mirrors, glass shower doors, glass stovetops, glass tables, countertops and more. Start by applying cleaning solution using the spray bottle (included) and flat microfiber blade. Then use the window vac, working in overlapping lines to vacuum up dirt and excess cleaning solution.
What we thought: The window vacuum was not the superstar I'd hoped it would be. While very cool in theory, in practice the window vac simply didn't perform well enough to justify the extra work it created, the bulkiness of the two separate pieces for applying and then removing glass cleaner, or its cost. In particular, a line of fluid left behind after vacuuming needed to be wiped away manually -- which, after using not one but two separate window cleaning tools, was an annoyance. It would have been faster, easier and more effective to have stuck with manual window cleaning tools -- microfiber cloths and a squeegee -- than to use this cumbersome and disappointing power tool for the job. People who have frequent issues with window condensation may find this tool useful for quickly removing a lot of water from glass surfaces, but most users will find the window vacuum creates more problems than it solves.
Our verdict: Not recommended for most people.

(Andrea Arevalo/For The Washington Post)


The product: Aevrry magic window track cleaner tool set, $9.99
What it is: A dusting pad folded into a plastic clip that serves as a handle to guide the tool along window tracks, window sills, and other grooved surfaces to pick up dirt, hair and other debris.
What we thought: While it's a clever idea, this little window cleaning tool didn't do a whole lot. It picked up some dirt from an exterior window track, but a significant amount of grime remained after several passes. Mostly, the tool pushed dirt around, rather than picking it up, leaving a streaky, grimy mess. Using a handheld vacuum fitted with a crevice or gap tool, or cleaning window tracks manually with a microfiber cloth, are much more effective methods.
Our verdict: Not recommended.
Until the Uber of window washing materializes and actually offers a way to make washing the windows less awful, skip the viral tools in favor of tried and true methods. Jessica Ehrlichmann, a vice president and general manager at Andersen Windows and Doors, provided the following tips.
Work in the right order
Follow these steps to clean and maintain the clarity and shine of your windows.
Step 1: Remove loose debris
"Get your windows ready for a cleaning by gently wiping away dust, dirt, or loose particles using a soft, dry cloth. This preliminary step prevents abrasive materials from scratching the glass and helps you get the grime off so your cleaning products work harder," Ehrlichmann says.
Step 2: Apply glass cleaner
"Select an appropriate cleaning agent, such as a mild soapy mixture, a diluted vinegar solution, or a glass cleaner such as Sprayway or Windex," Ehrlichmann says. "Lightly mist or apply the solution onto the glass, then use a soft cloth to wipe the surface in circular motions to clean the surface."
Step 3: Remove cleaning solution and streaks
"To remove any remaining cleaning solution, use a squeegee or a clean, lint-free microfiber cloth," Ehrlichmann says. "For optimal results, work in smooth, even strokes, ensuring no streaks or watermarks remain."
Use the right tools for the job
One thing that TikTok gets right about window cleaning is that the right tools can make a difference  -- it's just that for now the best tools are the basic ones. "For the best results," Ehrlichmann says, "I recommend using a combination of a squeegee and a microfiber cloth. The squeegee is perfect for removing the cleaning solution from the glass, ensuring a streak-free finish. Meanwhile, the microfiber cloth is excellent for wiping away any remaining moisture and polishing the glass to a shine."

(Andrea Arevalo/For The Washington Post)


Avoid these common mistakes
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Miss Manners: Am I being a 'pest' by asking about people's walkers?
People have been receptive to the letter writer's questions about their walkers, but were they just being polite?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-05-01
Dear Miss Manners: I am employed at a local department store where my primary position is in the dressing room. I check the number of items taken into each room, then I button, zip and hang up items to be placed back on the floor racks.
Our store's dressing room has a limit of 10 items per customer at a time. Most of the time, the customer will bring in the full 10 items, keep two or three things and hand the rest to me when they are done. Often they will bring shopping carts loaded with more than 10 things, try on a few, then bring those back to their cart to swap for additional items. They will still leave with just a couple of items, or none at all!
There aren't nearly enough racks in the dressing room to rehang all the items that are deposited with me. We are a busy store, and it's impossible to keep up with this frenzy.
I wish I could get the store managers to reduce the limit of items allowed in the dressing room, but that's not going to happen, so I'm appealing to you women here: Rein in the free-for-all try-ons. You aren't creating jobs, just making the work harder to keep up with -- and making few purchases to show for it. Most of us only make minimum wage as it is.
Carrying out a policy that makes your workday harder is one of the joys of working for others -- particularly when the policy is either so poorly thought out or so poorly implemented that it cannot achieve its objectives.
But unilaterally implementing one's own policy will result in looking for a new job. And so the options are: carrying out the objectionable policy, convincing the boss to see the error of their ways, or finding a way to implement the boss's policy that does work.
The latter may be the most challenging, but will open up possibilities for an even better fourth option: finding a more agreeable job, either by expanding your experience or by proving your worth in your current position.
Dear Miss Manners: I know several people who use walkers, and I see some of the devices' limitations. It can be hard navigating tall curbs, walking over rocky ground, maneuvering through tight spaces, walking downhill, traveling for long distances, standing in line for too long and folding it up to put in a car.
Every so often, I see someone using a walker that seems really well designed for various terrains or different uses. I sometimes stop and ask them about it -- where they got it, if it works well, what they think of it, etc.
Everyone I have talked to has been receptive and informative. But now I wonder if they were just being polite, and I was being a pest. What do you think?
Asking people about their medical devices is technically not, Miss Manners admits, inquiring into someone's medical condition -- which would be a no-no -- but it is too nearly that to receive her blessing. She would be slightly more receptive if you were using a similar device yourself, or if you were the person's doctor. Or lying prone and in need of assistance.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: My nephew will live with us. What do I do if he breaks my rules?
Aunt wants her nephew in a chaotic home to come live with her family. What does she do if he messes up and has to leave?
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-05-01
Dear Eric: This is probably an odd question. A very large percentage of the time, more than 50 percent, when I come home from being out (lunch/shopping/whatever), my husband is in the restroom. The powder room is right next to his office and sometimes I've tried to open the door, and it's locked, which seems odd since he's the only one in the house. I guess it could be a coincidence, but it just seems odd. Is this something to worry about?
-- Too Much Rest Room
Room: Nope.
If you're concerned that increased bathroom usage indicates a health problem, you can ask him. But chances are he just likes to use the restroom while the house is empty.
As to the lock, again you can ask. But if you're already going around trying to open closed bathroom doors, it makes sense that he'd turn the latch for privacy.
Dear Eric: My family moved out of state to cut ties with my husband's verbally and emotionally abusive mother. One brother did the same.
The last brother engaged in a horrific divorce, succumbed to drugs and alcohol and lives in my MIL's basement. My husband eventually took his own life, and so now I live alone in a state six hours away.
My nephew (and godson) has been living in that household, being subjected to this abuse at the hands of his father and his grandmother. I have invited him to stay with me as he keeps calling and crying to me that he wants to be "normal" like my three kids; he wants to "break the cycle."
I've laid down boundaries and directed him to employment openings in my area. My biggest worry is what to do if he messes up? Or starts imitating the dynamics of the family? How many chances should he get? Can you help with an exit strategy?
If he lies, gets fired, drinks, or something I haven't imagined, can I put him out in a state where he knows no one? He is saving for a car but has totaled two, plus a motorcycle, in the past. Thank you for any insight you can provide.
-- Protective Aunt
Aunt: It's wise of you to think through in advance the different ways that this could go. There are always unknowns when you invite a relative to live with you, plus you'll be in a de facto parental role. So, boundaries and expectations should be crystal clear.
Consequences should be crystal clear as well. If lying, drinking or getting fired are dealbreakers for you, you should tell him that in advance, put it in writing and mutually acknowledge the consequence. And that consequence can be that he has to move back home, if that's what you want.
One of your objectives is helping your nephew mature and flourish in a safe environment. Understanding consequences is part of that maturation.
As you set consequences, however, think carefully about which behaviors are unacceptable even once and which behaviors are opportunities for improvement. You have to protect yourself, your home and your peace, so I understand your concern. But it's also helpful to think about the context that your nephew is coming from. He may benefit from both clear, strong consequences and gentle leeway where appropriate.
Dear Eric: This is in response to "Loving But Frustrated Daughter," whose 92-year-old mother lives in a secluded rural home in the Midwest, very distant from the daughter's home in Southern California. The mother scolds the daughter when she needs to end what's been a long phone conversation, and the daughter feels guilty trying to please and support her mother while carving out time for herself and her family.
I have always lived a considerable distance from my mother, grandmother and then a mother-in-law, and "back in the day" we corresponded regularly with written letters and cards. A card or letter received in the mail brightens anyone's day and can be picked up and reread at the receiver's convenience and saved for as long as the receiver cares to do so. Letters do not need to be long, and if poor vision is a problem, could be written or printed in larger than normal font. This daughter could send a short letter or card once a week or every two weeks, and could even furnish her mother with self-addressed, stamped cards for the mother to jot a note on and send back.
My older relatives have all passed, but I still cherish the cards and letters we shared for so many years. This might be a helpful suggestion to your letter writer.
-- Letter Writer
Writer: Another great suggestion; thank you. I recently met someone who writes their grandmother a letter every single week and the tradition warmed my heart.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: 4 a.m. bathroom breaks become perseverations on life's mistakes
Letter writer wonders how much overthinking is too much after sleepless hours reflecting on minor mistakes.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-05-01

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: How much retrospection is too much? Sometimes I find myself in a cycle of reflecting on the thoughtless thing I said to a friend 25 years ago, or the time I did something foolish in front of a boy I liked in what seems like a different lifetime. Sometimes it's more serious, like reflecting on how I should never have gotten married (the first time) and poor decisions I made not trusting myself after my divorce.
For what it's worth, I'm remarried now, happily, I think, and have kids and a good job and friends and am in a good space, and have been for years. So why am I perseverating on the past whenever I happen to wake up to pee at 4 a.m.? Does everyone do this?
-- Nighttime Reflections
Nighttime Reflections: As an utterly uncredentialed person who doesn't know your age or sex, I'm just wildly throwing this out there, but your bio has enough markers that it might not be too out there: I wonder if you're having perimenopause symptoms. If you're female and in that general age range, then mention to your gynecologist that you're having these wake-ups and you're perseverating.
Then hope with all your might that you're in a practice that pays at least some attention to that phase of life, because it has, infuriatingly, been treated with long-standing indifference by the medical-training establishment.
[Scrapes soapbox back into closet.]
If you don't fit the demographic profile, then you still have options. One is through your ears: Try an app that disrupts repetitive thought loops with boring bedtime stories. Another is through your bladder: Hydrate differently through the day and watch your late-day liquids. Another is through your psyche: Sometimes there's unfinished business, sometimes there's unruly brain chemistry, sometimes it's both. Talk to your primary-care provider or a therapist if you're bothered and the quicker fixes don't fix it.
Re: Nighttime Reflections: I also perseverate and mull embarrassing or stupid things I did from decades ago, sometimes at night and sometimes when I'm just walking somewhere. I also wonder whether I'm alone in it, and I guess not. I suppose I'm in the perimenopause area, too, though this thinking isn't a new thing for me.
-- Not Alone
Not Alone: It can be lifelong -- I do it, too -- and get more pronounced during menopause. Worth asking your doc.
Hi, Carolyn: My parents have lived in the same house for 45 years, where my brother, sister and I grew up. The house doesn't have air conditioning. Historically, it rarely goes above 85 there, and when it does, it cools to the 60s at night. My parents are good at cooling the house other ways and firmly believe your body will acclimate to heat if you let it. They barely go indoors from May to September because commercial air conditioning is too cold for them.
With climate change and their older ages, they need a break during heat waves, so my parents have had full permission to use our townhouse with central air while we were at our lake house. They were there almost the entire last summer, which actually doesn't bother us.
What does bother us is that they still talk about not having air conditioning as a point of pride.
I can check the thermostat remotely, and they are very conservative with their use, but they still use it. My husband makes no promises he won't point this out if they start up in person. Should I give my parents a heads-up?
-- Uncool
Uncool: Why does either of you care? Sincere question.
Also a rhetorical one. Also my answer.
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Mom stole my silver to re-gift it to brother's fiancee. Hax readers give advice.
Mother, "shamed by my unwed motherhood," stole the letter writer's heirlooms and re-gifted them to her son's fiancee.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-04-30

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Hi Carolyn: My significant other and I had a child without benefit of matrimony. We're both hardworking, self-sufficient, contributing, law-abiding young adults who put ourselves through college/graduate/law school. Unfortunately, my mother feels shamed by my unwed motherhood, even though we live in different cities, and her friends only know if she tells them. My slightly older brother has always been her favorite, which she readily acknowledges. Curiously, she resents the fact that I had the first grandchild before him, who hadn't married yet.
Fast-forward a year to a wedding shower my very affluent mother hosted for my brother's fiancee. I was sitting next to the guest of honor, recording gifts and gifters. At one point, my mother handed her a large gift. When she opened it, I realized my mother had given her the sterling silver cutlery her father had given me several years earlier. (She had borrowed it under false pretenses a few months before.) I was shocked but didn't react in the moment. As we were cleaning up after the party, I asked my mother why she would do that. She said, "You're not married, you don't deserve, I mean, need, silver."
When my grandfather died, my brother was given everything of value. My grandfather anticipated this, so he gave me the silver cutlery years before, commenting: "Your mom always gets what she wants. I don't think I can trust her to give this to you after I'm gone." He's right, the silver was the only thing of his I had.
What do I do now? Do I tell my sister-in-law my mom gave her my silver, and leave it to her conscience? Do I tell her and ask her to give it back? Do I suck it up, keep quiet and let her keep the silver?
-- Tarnished Gift
Tarnished Gift: Do not bring your plea to future sister-in-law, the unwitting recipient of stolen goods. This is a family inheritance matter that preceded your brother's engagement, so talk to your brother. If he is unaware, he needs to know about the poisoned intent and deception behind your mother's gift.
You didn't mention how close you are with your brother, or whether he knew that your grandfather had given the silver to you. But if he does wish to honor that the silver belonged to you, I suggest he tell his future bride the gift was not his mother's property to give. What future bride does from there will be on her -- granted she doesn't run screaming from the crazy drama her future mother-in-law is serving.
However, if brother rebukes your claim and refuses to discuss it with future bride, I'd say step away. That's not a healthy relationship to foster. I really hope he does not, but if he does, maybe talk to a lawyer? Bottom line, you had property stolen from you.
-- Sibling To Sibling
Tarnished Gift: File a police report. She's counting on your not making waves to spare the family dynamics. That's how she gets away with this treatment. But if she's going to resort to theft in her endless quest to shame you, then treat her like a thief.
Obviously that's something of a nuclear reaction, and it could have fallout in your other familial relationships. But it sounds like that might not be a bad thing. If your brother and sister-in-law are anything but mortified to have been dragged into this immense show of disrespect toward you, your partner, your child and your grandfather who explicitly wanted you to have this silver, then they're not worth keeping the peace with.
Besides, the nonnuclear options you listed put the onus on your sister-in-law to right a wrong that wasn't hers, while letting your mother slide by without taking responsibility. Again. It's time for her to face the music.
-- The Music
Tarnished Gift: The gift was given under false pretenses -- your future sister-in-law was misled about its origin or ownership -- then it's completely reasonable to address it. In situations like this, fraud or misrepresentation can legally and morally invalidate a gift. I'd gently but clearly explain to your sister-in-law that the silver was never your mother's to give, and that it actually belongs to you. Let her know you understand she may not have known the full story at the time and kindly ask for it to be returned. Keep it respectful but stand firm in asserting your rightful ownership.
-- PW
Tarnished Gift: I'm so sorry this happened to you. It sounds like your mother has a long history of being emotionally unkind and untrustworthy with you. That must be painful. Perhaps it had to get this far -- her stealing the only inheritance you had -- for you to see this unhealthy pattern for what it is.
You don't say anything about your relationship with your brother, but it sounds like he has been willing to accept the favoritism that puts you in a one-step-down-from-him position in the family. In this circumstance, I don't see how discussing the provenance of the silver would do anything but cause more drama and hurt for you, and possibly your future sister-in-law, too.
The more you can put yourself out of your mother's reach and into communities of support, the better for your mental health and the health of your own family. Counseling with a therapist would be a big help in gaining strength to protect your own well-being.
-- Next Steps
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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15 of the best late-night dining spots in the D.C. area
Don't settle for slimy, oversize pizza slices. These joints offer elevated options into the wee hours.
By Warren Rojas, Fritz Hahn, Gabe Hiatt | 2025-04-30
The most important decision you're faced with on a night out might not be which IPA you order, or whether you attempt to make small talk with the good-looking stranger at the other end of the bar. No, the decision that could make or break your night -- and the morning after -- is where to eat after you've finished imbibing.
Washingtonians have long attempted to stave off late-night hunger pangs (and preemptively thwart hangovers) with comically large slices of pizza, wings slathered in mumbo sauce, stuffed empanadas, and, of course, half-smokes buried under blankets of chili and cheese. A trio of writers dedicated recent weekends to taking the pulse of the late-night dining scene, from round-the-clock taco stands to post-dance party pizza and subs in search of D.C.'s best late-night fare. (Note: We excluded traditional diners, which deserve their own time in the spotlight.)
So the next time you're feeling peckish after midnight, seek out one of these joints, which are elevating the culinary after-party. We'll see you in line.

A crowd shares slices and fries at Andy's Pizza. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


At 1 a.m., the block-long line to get into 9:30 Club's Recession Pop Party is just a memory. But after hours of dancing to Charli, Chappell and Sabrina, clubbers sporting telltale smudged black handstamps are forming another line across the street, hemmed in by stanchions and watched over by a man wearing tactical gloves and a black "Security" T-shirt. This time, they're waiting for pizza.
Andy's Pizza has close to a dozen area locations, and while most turn the deck ovens off by midnight, a select few located in nightlife hubs stay open late: Adams Morgan and Ballston run Friday and Saturday until 2 a.m.; this one, on V Street NW, is humming until 3. The crispy, foldable New York-style pizza is a serious upgrade over questionable jumbo slices: The margherita is topped with fresh basil and gooey mozzarella; the white pizza features a three-cheese blend in perfect harmony with a fragrant roast garlic sauce. No wonder Washington Post readers voted it the best pizza in D.C. Most of the chatty crowd walks away with a slice or two to satisfy their cravings, scarfing it down as they walk away. The smart ones carry home a whole pie, guaranteeing happy roommates or, better still, a breakfast fit for champions.
If you're not in a rush, patio seating is available, and the inside bar, home to one of the area's finest selections of canned craft beer, stays open until last call.
808 V St. NW. eatandyspizza.com. Open Sunday through Wednesday until 10 p.m., Thursday until midnight, and Friday and Saturday until 3 a.m.

Lemehn Boayue and Justin Moore eat at the counter of Ben's Chili Bowl. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Turning to Ben's for sustenance is nothing new. The U Street mainstay, home to sizzling half-smokes and chili-covered everything, has welcomed a who's who of Americana -- including U.S. presidents, civil rights leaders and myriad celebrities -- during its 66-year run.
As the clock ticks toward 2 a.m., go-go music is pumping, prompting a trio of women to shimmy in their seats as they munch on freshly grilled fare. The rest of the crowd -- an army of famished adventure seekers from nearby clubs and concert venues -- stares intently at the receipts clutched in their palms, waiting for their turn to grab a basket of mouthwatering, artery-clogging deliciousness from the well-worn Formica counter.
Spicy chili cheese dogs summon zesty half-pork, half-beef links, seared till smoky on the main griddle and then draped with yellow mustard, diced white onions, and the signature chili packed with beef and kidney beans. A burger honoring late co-founder Ben Ali delivers twin beef patties (vegetarian and turkey-based options are also available) layered with melted American cheese and chili, all cooled off by mayo, lettuce and ripe tomato. Nacho enthusiasts can drown Doritos, Fritos, Tostitos or Sun Chips with meaty chili. Our go-to is loaded cheese fries -- crisp and salty spuds smothered in diced tomatoes, onions, jalapenos, chili and molten cheese sauce.
1213 U St. NW. benschilibowl.com. Open Sunday through Thursday until 11 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 4 a.m.

Danielle Phan and Anais Kaminski eat sandwiches as they hang out with Teddy Wansink at Capo Deli. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


There's a bit of a bottleneck outside Capo, again.
It's late on a weekend. And the visitors -- college kids in fuzzy loungewear, nightclubbers in cocktail dresses and designer heels, helmet-clad delivery drivers watching viral videos on their phones -- keep piling up. But are they jockeying in line to rub elbows at the swank speakeasy shrouded by a fake freezer door? Or fighting their way to the front counter in search of saucy meatballs and cream-filled sweets?
Yes.
Although the chain sandwich shop has multiple locations in D.C., Virginia and Maryland, the clandestine bar at the Shaw outpost attracts revelers who often wind up mingling with night owls craving a bite before turning in. Hot, juicy meatballs quash hunger, the plum-size protein bombs doused in chunky tomato sauce and dusted with grated parmesan. Hearty sandwiches abound, including a namesake cold cut combo stacked with cured Italian meats, salty provolone and tangy sub dressing, as well as a stellar chicken cutlet. The lightly breaded bird is nestled in herb-spiked aioli, roasted sweet peppers, peppery arugula and melted fontina, yielding cheesy, crunchy bites all around. Regulars know to order two of the chocolate-chip-studded, pastry-cream-packed cannoli before rolling out -- one to inhale on the spot, the other to soften the blow of the next morning's hangover.
715 Florida Ave. NW. capodeli.com. Open Monday through Wednesday until 8 p.m., Thursday until 10 p.m., Friday and Saturday until 3 a.m., and Sunday until 10 p.m.

Kyle Williams, Krys White and Michelle Mabson at Copycat Co. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


"There's a lot going on back there," a friendly barkeep says as he nods toward a chalkboard outlining 22 subtle permutations on a classic daiquiri (splash of curacao here, cloud of egg white foam there). "If you just tell me what you're into, I'll find something for you."
I know he's referring to the featured cocktails at this 10-year-old H Street haunt. But my man could have just as easily been describing the chill vibe that permeates the dimly lit second-story lounge or the arresting Asian fare the kitchen serves until midnight from Sunday through Thursday and until 1 a.m. on weekends. Granted, things can get a little snug while snaking one's way between the zigzagging main bar and the two-tops sprinkled wherever possible in the tightly knit space. But once you're seated, it's all smooth sailing.
Staff members whet everyone's appetites with shot glasses brimming with Goldfish crackers, a childhood snack that spreads smiles. Spice-rubbed lamb skewers disappear in seconds, the lightly scorched crust giving way to meltingly tender meat. Double-fried spareribs are a knockout, revealing fall-off-the-bone pork that's sweet and savory, crispy and juicy, and salty and peppery from bite to delicious bite. A bowl of garlicky dan dan noodles is big enough to share, but you won't want to. The Sichuan-style stunner is an intoxicating blend of minced pork, peanuts, scallions and slurp-worthy noodles tossed in chili oil.
1110 H St. NE. copycatcompany.com. Open Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday until 2 a.m. and Friday and Saturday until 3 a.m.
You never know whom you're going to wind up next to at George's King of Falafel in Georgetown as Friday blurs into Saturday: college students coming from a nightclub with X's on their hands, a couple on a date, a group dressed for a girls' night out. A few weeks ago, a car pulled up with a crew that looked like they came straight from prom. But after perusing the menu, you will find yourself crowded with strangers in front of a deli counter, gazing at all the dollar bills taped to the walls, or standing on the sidewalk outside, waiting for your number to be called over the slightly staticky loudspeaker. "860! Eight, six, zero!"
For more than four decades, George's has been the neighborhood's after-the-bars destination for Middle Eastern food "with hints of Lebanese and Syrian flavors." The standout is the juicy chicken shawarma, shaved from the rotating vertical spit in the back of the restaurant and served in a pita with a tangy garlic whip that you'll be thinking about long after you've devoured everything else, including the fries. By contrast, the falafel wrap is crunchier but drier -- the tahini just doesn't have the same zing. The sleeper on the menu might be the lamb gyro with cucumber-flecked yogurt, and all the options are halal. Sandwich in hand, head up the narrow, winding stairs to the converted town house's L-shaped dining room, which is bigger than you might expect, or grab a seat at one of the handful of sidewalk tables.
1205 28th St. NW. georgesdc.com. Open Sunday through Wednesday until 2 a.m., Thursday until 3 a.m., and Friday and Saturday until 4 a.m.
No one seems stressed about anything at this plush Dupont Circle hangout.
Most folks sink into the padded banquette opposite the marble-topped bar, their heads bobbing slightly as the sounds of wailing torch singers fade into funky '70s jams. We watched a pair of martini-sipping friends catch up until the wee hours one night, their minds seemingly unbothered by work, time or anything other than being fully present for each other.
Staff make it easy to unwind, plying customers with boozy cocktails (more smoky mezcal negronis and rye-fueled Sazeracs, por favor), refreshing local ciders (Winchester Ciderworks, Potter's Craft Cider) and gonzo sours (Aslin Beer Company). There's also a price break from midnight till closing every night, thanks to a reverse happy hour featuring $2 off beer, wine and cocktails; a $10 beer and shot combo (any featured brew, any rail pour); and the occasional cut-rate burger ($10 for the "crucial" single-patty version of the house specialty).
The full menu is available until closing, so fourth meal options run the gamut. Toasted pumpernickel cradles a mound of sauteed mushrooms awash in mustard and shallots -- gourmet toast for the foraging set. Seafood fritters marry luscious shredded crabmeat with sweet fried cornmeal, a hush puppy-crab cake mash-up bolstered by lemon aioli. Juices drip from the signature burger, a savory send-off featuring grilled beef, Dijon mustard, melted American cheese and a crunchy pickle chip.
1726 Connecticut Ave. NW. thegoldenagedc.com. Open Sunday and Tuesday through Thursday until 2 a.m. and Friday and Saturday until 3 a.m.

Daniel Allen preps takeout orders at Jerk at Nite. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


There are no tables outside Jerk at Nite, but the top of a decorative oil drum works well in a pinch. If you've got a Jamaican beef patty in a foil sheath still radiating heat, you won't want to wait. Once the spice blend hits, you may feel suddenly alert while riding a capsaicin high.
Denville Myrie Jr., 33, founded the business from his Howard dorm room, when the only late-night competitor around campus was McDonald's. He said his studies in organic chemistry inform the way he combines flavors in the seasoning mixes for the patties, the jerk chicken and sides of Ja'Mac and Cheese that stretch behind your fork with every bite. "We have a rule where if it doesn't string, it's not a thing," Myrie said.
Jerk chicken and jerk wings are two of the most popular items, Myrie said. And with good reason. Dry- and wet-spiced, smoked and finished on the flattop, the tender bird has a charming char. It disappears quickly. Large scoops of peas and rice and cabbage mean nobody's going hungry.
Even on a subdued night on H Street NE, you'll see a couple of people waiting for orders and enjoying the island vibes in the window propped up by bamboo and topped with dried palms. Show up on a particularly busy night and you might find most of the menu sold out. That's no problem if it leads you to curried goat.
1100 H St. NE. jerkatnite.com. Open Tuesday through Sunday, with hours extended on Saturday nights until 3 a.m.
This all-hours Middle Eastern grill in Crystal City has been at it so long, it has spawned a culture of late-night dining right around it. During a recent visit, I spotted neighboring shops advertising made-to-order buffalo wings, specialty pizzas, protein-packed gyros and smash burgers to all the Crystal City revelers wandering home after last call.
Kabob Palace patrons are treated to dinner and a show as staff prepare flame-licked skewers galore for folks looking to really savor their chosen midnight snack. The interior is brightly lit and meticulously maintained by bussers who swoop in to wipe down and reset vacant tables for the constant stream of new arrivals. There are one-way signs directing first-timers where to order/how to keep the line moving along -- a monument to efficiency that's been refined over three-plus decades of serving inebriated diners.
The kitchen composes heaping helpings of food featuring freshly baked pitas, steamed basmati rice, assorted vegetables (think spiced chickpeas, curry potatoes and stewed okra) and mixed proteins -- including evergreen options like lamb chops, onion-laced ground sirloin and marinated chicken as well as weekend specials like spicy pigs' feet -- that work like a charm whether mixed together or dispatched separately. Boneless chicken emerges as juicy spice bombs, lamb tenderloin embraces a bit of smoke, and seasoned kubideh brings the beef.
2315 S. Eads St., Arlington. instagram.com/kabob.palace. Open 24 hours.
The hand-painted sign that adorns Mario's come-as-you-are patio in Arlington advertises the combination sub shop/pizza joint/ice cream parlor as "the last stop before home."
Which it usually is. Just maybe not tonight.
"Let's go to MGM!" yells a clearly tipsy 20-something trying to keep the post-bar-hopping frivolity rolling at the always-open casino a whole other state away. His friends scarfing chili cheese fries seem unmoved by the impassioned pitch. Probably because they just watched the would-be organizer miss a chicken tender a gal pal tried to wing into his mouth -- only for him to pluck it from the pavement and eat it anyway (five-second rule!).
The most important judgment call most people make here is how, exactly, to blow through their respective calorie budgets. You could go the Sicilian slice route, which opens the door to extra-cheesy squares topped with everything from savory sausage patties or crisp pepperoni drizzled with hot honey to a Mediterranean feast of diced tomatoes, banana peppers and olives. Bacon cheese fries are a solid contender, delivering a big honking basket of shoestring fries buried beneath a mountain of melted mozzarella and crunchy pork. An ultramarathoner might be the only person who could justify polishing off a foot-long triple double steak sub packed with a double order of shaved prime rib, three types of melted cheese, caramelized onions, crunchy coleslaw and perky pickle chips. That hasn't fazed countless brazen bargoers, ourselves included, who have taken down Mario's iconic meat missile before blissfully blacking out.
3322 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mariospizzaandsub.com. Open Sunday through Thursday until 9:30 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 2 a.m.
New Big Wong is a favorite destination for off-duty chefs and bartenders after long shifts and has been one of Chinatown's go-to spots since the days when 9:30 Club was just a few blocks away. But you might forgive first-time visitors who wander down the stairs into the basement, encounter the faded interior of a suburban strip-mall Chinese restaurant and wonder if they're in the right place. They are.
The pages of New Big Wong's plastic-covered menus are tightly packed with familiar dishes -- General Tso's chicken, orange beef, fried wontons stuffed with crabmeat -- and those you don't encounter every day, like Cantonese fried "good dale," with slippery rice noodles stained yellow with curry, mixed with shrimp, beef strips, onions and peppers; crispy dry scallops atop a bed of fried rice; snow pea leaves sauteed in garlic; and spicy salt-and-pepper shrimp, fried with a delicate batter. When Tim Carman counted 12 years ago, there were more than 200 options; the best strategy is to arrive with a group and hope you can secure one of the tables with a built-in lazy Susan, so you can order a variety of dishes to share and sample. (Wherever you sit, service is quick and efficient, to the point of curt.) Don't miss the section of chef's suggestions, with dishes like stir-fried duck feet in XO sauce or sour cabbage and tripe, and make sure you order at least one. Then you can really say you've been to New Big Wong.
610 H St. NW. new-big-wong.com. Open Sunday through Thursday until 2 a.m. and Friday and Saturday until 4 a.m.
It's hard to believe today, but back in the 1990s, the Food and Drug Administration ran a public safety campaign warning diners about the dangers of eating raw shellfish after oysters contaminated with a deadly bacteria called Vibrio vulnificus killed multiple people. Demand plummeted, and raw bars across the country closed, including the famed counter at the Old Ebbitt Grill. The Old Ebbitt restarted its oyster program in 1994 after a two-year hiatus and soon began offering happy hour to lure guests back -- including a late-night selection of towering platters and half-price oysters on the half shell.
Decades later, Old Ebbitt is still synonymous with midnight oysters. The 575-seat destination buzzes nonstop, from power breakfasts through group dinners for tourists -- Restaurant Business magazine ranked it as the fourth busiest independent restaurant in America in 2024. The best time to go is the late-night happy hour, when it's actually possible to stroll into the clubby Corner Bar, or the lavishly decorated Grant's Bar, and find an empty bar stool. Settle in and immerse yourself in the timeless saloon vibes, amid what feels like acres of polished wood, brass rails, oil paintings and carved decoys.
The kitchen stays open until 1 a.m., and you can order crab cakes, burgers and fried calamari from the something-for-everyone menu, but I have a hard time looking past six or 12 little treats arranged on a bed of ice, for $15.99 or $27.99, respectively. Sometimes sweet and creamy in long, low-profile shells; sometimes bringing the salty smack of cold brine in craggy, scalloped cases. Either way, paired with a crisp white wine or perfectly poured pint of Guinness, these oysters present one of the most refined options for a nightcap in D.C.
675 15th St. NW. ebbitt.com. Open daily until 2 a.m.; kitchen open until 1 a.m. Oyster happy hour daily from 3 to 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.

The Saturday night crowd at Surfside. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


A soulful reggae tune floats out of an overhead speaker. A 30-something couple, having placed their order, wander over to the twin racks lined with multicolored hot sauces (a library stocked with Tapatio, Cholula and Valentina, among others) to peruse their spicing options. A young woman wearing chunky headphones bops along to a personal playlist while scooping up onion-studded guacamole with sunny yellow tortilla chips.
Welcome to Surfside after dark.
While this local chainlet also serves tropical Tex-Mex to college kids in Tenleytown and tourists at the Wharf, the Dupont Circle stand is the only location that's open 24/7. Grab-and-go customers are common, but you are just as likely to see folks digging into shrimp-stuffed burritos and blackened-salmon-topped Tahitian salads at the adjoining two-tops during the dead of winter or a balmy summer night.
Grilled street corn brings slightly blistered cobs that have been cut in half, slathered in creamy mayo, dusted with paprika and sprinkled with salty powdered cotija that clings to every smoky kernel. Tonga tacos summon breakfast favorites -- crispy hash browns, crumbly scrambled eggs, melted cheese, zesty sauce -- folded into soft, blue corn tortillas. Vegetarian tacos are layered with sauteed spinach, saucy mushrooms, grilled queso fresco, diced onions and cooling ranch sauce.
1800 N St. NW. surfsidedc.com. Open 24 hours.

The scene outside Taqueria Xochi. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


If the mission is hangover prevention, Taqueria Xochi has many ways to get you there.
Need something cheesy? The Mexican street food window on U Street NW plies nachos, seasoned fries and braised birria tacos (beef or lamb) with melted Chihuahua. Is your style more brothy? Order your birria with a cup of dark red consomme, redolent with red meat, cumin and chiles, for dunking and slurping. Craving crunchy? Grab tortilla chips with Xochi's outstanding guacamole (mild or spicy). Add smoky-sweet chile morita salsa. And Taki esquites, a warm street corn salad mixed with mayo and salty cheese, come with a cup of fuego-flavored corn chip crumbs. Need a sweet? You've got your choice of tres leches, mangonada, chocoflan or sugar-dusted bunuelos fried from a mold.
You'll want to revisit the window -- or sister locations in Crystal City and the Square food hall downtown -- during regular hours to try my Xochi favorites: generous tlayudas and cemitas.
924 U St. NW. taqueriaxochi.com. Open Sunday and Monday until 10 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday until 11 p.m., and Friday and Saturday until 1 a.m.
"!Buenas noches!" the cashier chirps as I approach the front counter, her sunny disposition unwavering even though it's nearly 3 a.m. While many bleary-eyed patrons look exhausted from clubbing -- save for the older gentleman who popped by for a demure and mindful nightcap of Diet Coke and milky tres leches cake -- the Arlington staff are chipper, courteous and attentive, no matter the hour.
This location (there are other La Chiquitas in Ballston and Falls Church) is open 24 hours, making it a natural pit stop for folks streaming out of the adjoining Arlington Drafthouse or anyone cruising down Columbia Pike upon leaving D.C. The vibe inside is Latin after-party, with decorative sombreros affixed to walls, brightly colored flags crisscrossing the ceiling and salsa music playing at all hours. Tortas are two-handed masterpieces, whether composed of a single slab of crispy breaded chicken cutlet sparked by fiery habanero sauce or packed with grilled steak, spicy chorizo, chewy lengua, lean ham, fried eggs, melted queso and piquant onions. Housemade tacos are double wrapped to ensure structural integrity and loaded with all manner of delights. I can still taste the broth-soaked birria punctuated by sliced raw radishes (perfection!). And the juicy-sweet marriage of crumbly seasoned pork and fresh pineapple kills it in the al pastor.
Pro tip: Don't park in the Bangkok 54 lot. You will get towed. Pull in behind the 7-Eleven or stick to the surrounding streets.
2911 Columbia Pike, Arlington. tortasytacoslachiquitadmv.com. Open 24 hours.
A dive bar at 1 a.m. really isn't that much different from a dive bar at 6 p.m. Okay, the crowd might be a little louder, a little more spirited, probably a little younger. At the Tune Inn, a Capitol Hill staple since 1947, the jukebox blasts Boz Scaggs, Taylor Swift and Led Zeppelin. Older regulars who greet the staff by name sip longnecks and lean against the wooden bar; the booths in the back are filled by groups in their 20s and 30s on the way home from somewhere else.
No matter their age or what they're sipping, the common denominator, at least as Friday turns into Saturday, is plates of old-fashioned diner-cum-bar food: mozzarella sticks, fried dark brown and as fat and stumpy as Cuban cigars; crunchy jalapeno poppers with molten cheese centers; a solid patty melt, griddled with onions between slices of toasted rye. Want breakfast a few hours before the sun's up? Country fried steak or omelet platters are available, too. The Tune Inn serves food until an hour before closing, which means the kitchen shuts down at 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday nights and 1 a.m. the rest of the week, but the Washington area's second-best dive bar isn't really a place suited for grabbing carryout. You'll find yourself admiring the taxidermy on the wood-paneled walls, humming along to the music, drawn into a conversation as you wait for a bar stool. Food's coming. What's your hurry?
331 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. tuneinndc.com. Kitchen open Friday and Saturday until 2 a.m. and Sunday through Thursday until 1 a.m.; bar open Friday and Saturday until 3 a.m. and Sunday through Thursday until 2 a.m.
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Cooking chat: What can I make with chocolate chips besides cookies?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-04-30

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Bread. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Nichole Bryant for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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How to do the laundry better, according to a TikTok cleaning queen
Ann Russell draws on nearly 20 years of cleaning experience to deliver no-nonsense housekeeping tips on TikTok. We asked her 10 burning questions about laundry.
By Jandra Sutton | 2025-04-30
Laundry is one of the most essential -- and loathed -- tasks of keeping a home. And while there are multitudes of opinions about how to do it correctly, we wanted to know how one woman in particular approaches her dingy whites and delicates: Ann Russell, also known as TikTok Auntie, has amassed 2.3 million followers on the social media platform for her practical cleaning hacks, delivered in refreshingly frills-free videos. Among her most popular laundry posts: tips for rescuing a shrunken sweater (4.6 million views), and why she doesn't like fabric softener (2.3 million views).
The 59-year-old, who lives in a small village in southern England, says her TikTok stardom was "a complete accident." She joined only to follow her niece, but decided on a whim to post a video of her dog, Holly, reacting to fireworks. Then, a simple explainer she made about how to use a bay leaf took off. "I went from having eight people watching a video to having 60,000 watch it ... and it just kind of rolled on slowly and inexorably from there," she says.
She published the bay leaf video in autumn 2020, back when she was self-employed as a professional cleaner. This past September, she published her first book, "How to Clean Everything." Russell says she never could've imagined winding up here. She insists she's "absolutely rubbish" at social media -- she still isn't certain how to add captions to her videos -- and chalks up her success to being "very, very lucky."
Her nearly two decades of cleaning experience, though, surely have something to do with it. As does her low-pressure approach: "It's laundry. It's not the end of the world. If it all goes wrong, it really doesn't matter." (Even so, we still wanted her tips!)
Russell says you can use the delicate cycle on your washing machine for hand-wash only clothes -- as long as they're not antique, valuable or extremely fragile -- but don't put them in the dryer. (She says you can also usually take them to the dry cleaner.)
If you do hand-wash items in a sink, she prescribes squeezing, never wringing them dry to avoid twisting them out of shape. "Once you squeeze lots of water out of them, lay them flat on a big towel, roll the towel up, and squeeze it to get as much water as you can out," she says. "Then just hang them to dry."

(Linnea Bullion/for The Washington Post)


Russell almost always advises using less than the quantity recommended by your particular brand. This is "much better for your clothes, much better for your machine, much better for your skin," she says, because any leftover detergent can linger in fibers -- which can actually make your clothes dirtier over time.
Sometimes, she says, only washing with water -- no detergent at all -- is enough: "I don't use detergent in probably 30 to 40 percent of my washes."
While this might sound controversial, Russell explains that there's a big difference between clothes that have simply been worn and clothes that are dirty. "You want your clothes to be pleasant and fresh," she says. For items that have only been mildly worn, water should do the trick.

(Linnea Bullion/for The Washington Post)


Russell is a devotee of pre-treatment sprays, but she's not loyal to a particular brand. "It's not so much what's in them," she explains. "It's the fact that you are giving whatever you are using to clean ... more time to do the cleaning."
Another tip: Don't be afraid to try washing a stained item again. "Quite often, things don't come out the first time. They will come out eventually."
"I'm not a fan of fabric softener," Russell says. "I do use it occasionally, but if you overuse it, after a while, your clothes ... they feel heavy and greasy and floppy, and they smell," because it builds up on fabric. It can also coat the inside of your washing machine, where "mold grows on it quite nicely."
Dryer sheets aren't as common in the United Kingdom, where Russell lives, as in the United States. Regardless, she considers them "more waste."
The average sweater can go in the machine, but always use a cool cycle -- and it's better to skip the dryer, Russell advises. For expensive or precious sweaters, handwashing in a sink of lukewarm water and a bit of detergent is generally safest: "Pop it in there, pat it down, leave it, just soak for 15 to 20 minutes." Then squeeze out excess water and repeat the process without any detergent.
Russell recommends pulling sweaters to shape, then draping them over a rack instead of hanging them. (Drying flat is fine, too, though tougher in a smaller space.) "What I do is hang them over a rail from armpit to armpit, so it's folded over," she explains. "That way, if I get a line it's there [across the chest], but I'm not distorting anything."
It can be. "I have to confess that if I wasn't trying to be mean on my energy bills, which in the U.K. are ridiculous, I have always liked to wash cotton and linen hot," Russell says. Plus, washing on a high temperature is better for sanitizing fabric without the help of detergent.
However, this only applies to cotton and linen that have been pre-shrunk by the manufacturer. "Everything else should be washed cool," Russell says. If you find that even your pre-shrunk cotton clothing is shrinking in the wash, she says tumble drying is usually the culprit.
In short: Sometimes. Certain fabrics, such as silk and viscose, contract -- meaning the space between fibers tightens -- but they don't actually shrink. "When you iron them or pull them out, they'll come back," Russell says. "True shrinkage is when the fibers themselves become shorter, and there's not a lot you can do about that."
Cotton that hasn't been pre-shrunk is a common victim of true shrinkage. Wool and cashmere are others. "Once [they're] shrunk, you're pretty much done."

(Linnea Bullion/for The Washington Post)


"Yes, yes, yes," Russell emphasizes. "It's all good until it isn't." If you want to keep your whites brilliant, she advises never washing them with anything that isn't pure white -- no exceptions.
She recommends washing lighter shades -- like whites with small bits of color, ivories or tans -- together with a color catcher sheet. "Generally speaking, the hotter you wash, the more likely dye is to be released," she says, adding that a color catcher can also help you determine which items might be releasing dye.
Russell explains that smells don't always mean your clothes are dirty. Some dyes and fabric treatments have specific odors, she says. "I've noticed sometimes [wet] black jeans can smell really quite sour, but they are clean -- and when they're dry, they have no smell at all."
Another common culprit? Letting your clothes sit wet in the washer for too long. Even after you wash them again, Russell explains, some of the bacteria can remain. "So of course, as soon as they get wet, they start to breed again and the smell will come back." Her solution is simple -- rewash and dry them until the odor recedes.
A smelly washing machine can make your clothes reek, too, which is why Russell advises leaving both the detergent drawer and machine door open to air out.
For whites that have grayed or yellowed, Russell uses oxygen bleach -- which is gentler than chlorine bleach and usually considered color-safe -- and warns that sometimes you have to use more than you'd expect. "People say they tried it and [it] didn't work," she says, but usually, "they're not using enough."
Her method? Add half a mug of oxygen bleach powder (such as OxyClean) to a bucket of hot water, add your whites and stir with a wooden spoon -- then put something heavy on top of the clothes inside the bucket, like a plate, to keep everything submerged for 24 hours. Finally, wash everything in the machine twice, without detergent: "Usually, it comes out beautifully."
Jandra Sutton is a freelance writer in Nashville who covers wellness, lifestyle and culture.
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Do the dishes better and faster with these easy tweaks
Tricks for loosening stuck-on food, the key to sparkling glasses, the right way to load silverware and other surprising ways to do the dishes better. 
By Maya Pottiger | 2025-04-30
Washing the dishes tends to be something we do on autopilot. We've all developed our preferred methods and habits, and yet, if a simple tweak or two to your usual strategy could save you time and labor, you'd probably make them, right?
Doing a thorough job, says Carolyn Forte, the executive director of the Good Housekeeping Institute's Home Care & Cleaning Lab, "is not rocket science."
Indeed, we asked Forte and several other cleaning experts and dishwasher pros 10 fundamental questions about doing the dishes, and they were full of easy -- and often surprising -- advice. Read on for ideas that could elevate your washing game faster than a rinse cycle.
Not much, according to experts. The key is to remove food that's really caked on and to rinse away large chunks, so they don't clog your dishwasher filter. You can save water by scraping these bigger scraps into the trash can.
But beyond that? "Our recommendation is to scrape and load, and then use a high-quality detergent," says Brandon Schaefer, a director of product management at GE Appliances. "Then really let the dishwasher take care of this chore for you."
If your dishwasher is too full, your dishes will not get clean. Once items are stacked on top of each other, the water won't be able to reach everything, and you also might end up blocking the spray arms entirely. If you're unsure whether you've gone too far, before you hit the start button, give the arms a spin manually to make sure they don't get caught on anything.
One tip: If you're hosting a big dinner party, try to run a couple of smaller loads of dishes throughout the evening, rather than waiting to cram everything in at the end of the night.
Yes, there is a right way to fill the flatware basket, Forte says. Load forks with the prongs upward for optimal cleaning. Knives, on the other hand, should go blades down for safety. Spoons should go bowl-side up, but make sure you alternate them, so they don't nest together. (Otherwise, the suds might not be able to reach each bowl.)
If your glasses are fogged up and you have a dishwasher, try adding a rinse aid to the cycle. You'll find rinse aids in the same aisle as the dishwasher detergent, and your dishwasher should have a specific compartment for this booster (which comes in liquid or powder form) near the compartment for detergent. Adding a rinse aid will help combat spots left behind by hard water.
If you're hand-washing, enlist the help of distilled white vinegar. Simply soak your glasses in a basin filled with enough of it to cover about half the glass, Forte says, rotating them after about 30 minutes to get the other side, then rinse and dry. To get rid of spots even faster, "I dip my finger in a little baking soda and rub it on the spot, and then rinse it and buff it dry," Forte says.
You probably already know that cast iron should never go into a dishwasher. (It can rust.) Neither should anything wooden, nor wine glasses, particularly ones with stems. Stemless wine glasses are less of a risk, but you should still put them in the dishwasher only sparingly. (Otherwise, the glass may develop a haze, called etching, over time.) If there are screen-printed mugs you're attached to, keep those out of the dishwasher, too, or the design will eventually fade. Same with nonstick pans: A couple of times through won't hurt, but eventually, the dishwasher can break down their finish.
A regular sponge doesn't always get the job done. Stock up on specialty tools, such as a plastic scraper, scrub brushes and non-scratch scouring pads. You can also use a ball of aluminum foil to scrub really stuck-on food off pots and pans (but never use it on white porcelain or other surfaces prone to scratch marks). If something is really burned onto the bottom of a pot, fill it with water and dish soap, and set it back on the stove to simmer, Forte says. After the suds dissolve the residue, you should be able to scrub it right off.
Yes, according to cleaning experts. Nearly everyone we interviewed recommends Dawn, Cascade and Bar Keepers Friend in particular. Off-brand cleaners often don't have as much surfactant, which helps remove oils, so they aren't as effective.
"Investing in brand names, you're going to get more bang for your buck, and you're going to get those dishes cleaner faster," says Grace Reynolds, a founder of the American House Cleaners Association.
It can be overwhelming to see that mountain of dishes after a big meal, but a little organization will help. Start by corralling the flatware into a colander, says Becky Rapinchuk, the owner of Clean Mama. This will keep loose utensils from falling into the drain and rinsed-off food from clogging it, plus you won't accidentally cut your hand on knives obscured by soap.
Then address the least-dirty dishes first and finish with your pots, pans and greasiest items, Reynolds says. This will keep the water and your sink cleaner for longer.
Drying your dishes is the final step in making sure they're as clear and shiny as possible. Karizma Dickson, the owner of D.C. catering company Have Some Charisma, prefers to let dishes air-dry, turned upside down so the excess water drips off instead of pooling at the bottom.
Brandon Pleshek, a cleaning expert known as CleanThatUp on Instagram and TikTok, keeps a microfiber towel over his shoulder when unloading the dishwasher, which he uses to wipe off excess moisture. "Microfiber does a great job polishing up any sort of glass or dish," he says.
One common culprit for an underperforming dishwasher: a clogged filter, which is found at the bottom of the dishwasher tub, under the lower rack. Many homeowners don't realize that the filter should be cleaned at least once a month. It isn't too difficult: Remove your dishwasher's bottom rack, twist the filter and lift it out, then wash out trapped food and grime with a sponge and warm, soapy water. When you put it back, lock it into place.
Maya Pottiger is a D.C.-based journalist who also covers K-12 education.
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Dining chat: Let Kristi Noem's runaway purse be today's PSA. Don't stow things on the floor.
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-04-30
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This family-friendly sheet pan shrimp boil is TikTok grandma-approved
Beloved social media grandma Barbara "Babs" Costello puts the focus on family dinners in her latest cookbook.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-04-30

Sheet Pan Shrimp Boil. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


TikTok's favorite grandma wants to help you feed your family.
Barbara Costello -- or Babs, as she's known to her more than 4 million followers -- is encouraging people to build connection through having more family dinners, and she's got science to back her up. She cited research from Massachusetts General Hospital that shows the positive impact family meals can have on the well-being of everyone involved.
"If we can bring that back, wow, that would be awesome," Costello said on a video call from her Connecticut home.
Helping people figure out how to feed their families delicious homemade food and enjoy those meals together is the focus of her latest cookbook, "Every Day With Babs."
But Costello, 76, knows that is often easier said than done. "It isn't easy to sit down and have a family meal. I don't want to guilt anybody, that's for sure. It's a different culture than it was when I was growing up," she said. "Shoot for one night a week, maybe. Make that one night a week special," which can be achieved through the atmosphere, the conversation or the food.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Shrimp Boil
Costello's ideal family meal starts with putting down devices so the people sitting around the dinner table can focus on talking with one another. To jump-start the conversation, she suggests everyone share two truths and a fib (she doesn't like using the word "lie") focused on their activities of the day or creating a question jar to pull from that everyone has to answer. "You have to be kind of clever, but you have to make it fun."
Costello's daughter came up with the idea of restaurant night. "One night, a child is designated to put the candle on the table, a parent will light the candle and then the dinner's not over until that child blows out the candle. Everybody has to stay at the restaurant till the candle's out."

A compound butter with fresh herbs, garlic, smoked paprika and more Old Bay adds an extra touch of flavor and pizzazz. (Justin Tsucalas; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


But before anyone can sit down to eat, of course, cooking has to be done. "I think preparing food for the people you love most in the world is an expression of your love for them," she said. But with adults and kids both busier than ever, finding the time to do so isn't always easy. Her pro tip, which she learned from her own mother, is to use whatever free time you have at your disposal to meal prep.
"Even though [my mom] worked, she prepped in the morning when she had 15 minutes," Costello said. "We were still getting up brushing our teeth, she was down [in the kitchen] starting her spaghetti sauce or chopping the onions that are going to be sauteed a few hours later or whatever. I think the whole thing is you sneak time here and there." Then, once you have everything cut and measured, it's simply a matter of combining things and cooking them off when it nears time to eat.
Costello also offers the important reminder to enlist others to help load the dishwasher and set the table. "Get people involved. Don't have it all on you, either."
Another tip? "Cleanup has to be easy as well." The chapters of her book are organized by the day of the week -- for example, "Get Your 'Sheet' (Pan) Together Monday" and "One and Only Wednesday" -- with the recipes at the start of the week focused on one-pot or skillet recipes and sheet-pan meals. "You don't want to be dreading, 'Oh, my gosh, now I got to clean up this mess,' right? So you want to keep it simple."
Her Sheet Pan Shrimp Boil is a prime example. It's inspired by family trips to the Outer Banks, where shrimp boils were the one meal Costello's family went out for. "We wanted to somehow streamline a shrimp boil so it won't be so intimidating." It's got all the same components -- baby potatoes, freshly shucked corn, spicy andouille sausage, sweet shrimp and the requisite Old Bay seasoning -- but instead of grabbing the largest pot you can find and filling it with water to boil everything, a sheet pan makes the dish less of a hassle. You can go straight from the oven to the table.
More than the cooking method, the thing that makes this recipe special is a compound butter filled with fresh herbs, garlic, smoked paprika and more Old Bay that adds an extra touch of flavor and pizzazz. "I like to say it takes it over the top and around the block," Costello said.
You'll find the recipe in the "Fri-Yay!" chapter of Costello's book, which is filled with dishes that are a little bit more laid back to celebrate the end of the week. "There's just a lightheartedness to that recipe," she said; everyone can just gather around and dig in with their hands -- no utensils required.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Shrimp Boil
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Why the 'Rust' director finished the movie -- and left out its tragic scene
Joel Souza says he "had to see it through" for Halyna Hutchins, the cinematographer who was killed on the set of the western starring Alec Baldwin.
By Sonia Rao | 2025-05-01

Director Joel Souza at the Energa Camerimage film festival in Poland, where "Rust" premiered in November. (Daniel Raczynski)


Joel Souza says he and Halyna Hutchins weren't the most obvious collaborators.
Whereas the American filmmaker's ambitions were shaped early on by his childhood infatuation with Amblin Entertainment's 1980s hits -- think "E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial" and "The Goonies" -- Hutchins, a Ukrainian cinematographer, spent her formative years watching what Souza describes as smaller "art films." And yet the two found a common language when Souza brought Hutchins on board as director of photography on "Rust," a $7.5 million western starring Alec Baldwin as a gruff 19th-century outlaw who must come to the rescue of his fugitive grandson (Patrick Scott McDermott).
Souza was optimistic about the work they would create together. He couldn't have known that his sixth feature film, which he started developing a decade after his directorial debut, would be the one to drastically alter both their lives.
For a while, things went smoothly. Souza and Hutchins shared a love of the enduring American genre and talked at length about movies such as "Days of Heaven," "Unforgiven" and "No Country for Old Men." They spent hours scouting locations in New Mexico, climbing hills and driving toward far-off mountaintops as they worked together to determine how they could best make use of daylight hitting the vast desert landscapes.
"The DP is the person I work with more than anyone," Souza, 51, says in late April over a Zoom call from his home in Pleasanton, California. So how does it feel for "Rust" to be released without Hutchins celebrating by his side?
The film will be widely available on-demand Friday, more than three years after Hutchins, 42, was fatally shot on set by a prop gun that discharged in Baldwin's hands. ("Rust" will also play in select theaters, but not at any in Washington.) The Oscar-nominated actor was cleared of criminal wrongdoing last year when a judge dismissed his involuntary manslaughter case over mishandled evidence. Armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, tasked with handling weapons on set, was found guilty of the same charge and sentenced to 18 months in prison. Assistant director David Halls was charged under a plea deal with negligent use of a deadly weapon and received six months of unsupervised probation.
After years of unrelenting controversy and tense legal proceedings, "there's a real sense of crossing a finish line," Souza says. "That chapter of things closes ... Friday. I guess there's relief in that."
Souza, who was hit in the shoulder by remnants of the same rogue bullet that traveled through Hutchins's chest in October 2021, was reluctant to return to "Rust" when he heard producers were thinking of starting things up again about a year after the incident. It was only when he confirmed with Hutchins's husband, Matthew, that he and Hutchins's Ukrainian family hoped for the public to see her final work that Souza decided to reassume his position as director. Matthew became an executive producer on the film as part of a settlement that also stipulated he and the couple's young son, Andros, would receive a portion of its profits.
"There were people saying both 'How can you do this?' and 'How can you not do this?'" Souza says. "I don't begrudge anybody their opinion. All I can say is ... I had to see it through for her."

Souza appears behind the scenes of "Rust." (Karen Kuehn/Rust Movie Productions LLC)


Hutchins was killed on Day 12 of what was scheduled to be a 21-day shoot, Souza says. When "Rust" resumed production in April 2023, they wound up shooting for 26 or 27 days, allowing for a more "manageable schedule." Hutchins was replaced by cinematographer Bianca Cline ("Marcel the Shell With Shoes On"), who worked with Souza to salvage as much of her predecessor's work and overall vision as she could.
There was a fair amount of crew member turnover when the production moved from New Mexico's Bonanza Creek Ranch to Montana's Yellowstone Film Ranch. But many of the actors were able to return -- including Baldwin, who had developed the story with Souza and was a producer on the project. Baldwin's initial charge of involuntary manslaughter was dropped right before shooting resumed in 2023. He was indicted again on the same charge in January 2024 and was once again cleared that July.
"I don't know that there was ever a more difficult movie made than this," Souza says, adding of Baldwin: "It was emotionally fraught for everybody. I'm sure it was emotionally fraught for him. It wasn't easy. I'm sure I wasn't easy. But at the end of the day, we finished it, so."
The director, who otherwise speaks freely about his experiences on "Rust," responds tersely when asked whether he has remained in touch with Baldwin: "There's this thing where they always want people who make movies together to be best friends," he says. "It's like, I don't know, are you best friends with someone you worked with for two months, once? It doesn't work that way."
At the very least, actors tend to reunite with their director to promote a film before its release. But Baldwin hasn't conducted any high-profile interviews to promote "Rust" and was not invited to its November premiere at the Energa Camerimage film festival in Poland. There has been minimal marketing for the western overall -- an echo of how Miramax years ago handled "The Crow," the 1994 superhero movie on the set of which 28-year-old Brandon Lee, the lead actor, was also killed by a prop gun. Back then, David Dinerstein, Miramax's president of marketing, told the Los Angeles Times that "what happened is not something we're running from. But we have to be very sensitive to Brandon's memory, his family and the film."
Marketing materials for "The Crow" didn't mention the accident. Neither does the "Rust" trailer.
"There are no winners in marketing this movie," says Monica Koyama, a communications professor at the University of Southern California who worked on Hollywood campaigns for 25 years. "If you acknowledge the tragedy too much, it takes away from the film and moves the spotlight away from the actual work. At the same time, you have to acknowledge it. Everybody's talking about it."

A grandfather, played by Alec Baldwin, comes out of hiding to take his grandson to Old Mexico after the child was sentenced to hanging in an accidental killing.


Baldwin and his wife, Hilaria, mentioned the on-set incident about 90 seconds into the February premiere of their critically panned TLC reality series, "The Baldwins." Hilaria starts off by saying: "The hardest part about this is that a woman lost her life. A son lost his mom." Alec notes that he has "never been through anything like this in my life," after which the audio cuts to Hilaria asking out loud: "Where do you go from a tragedy?"
Souza doesn't have the answer. But he made sure he did everything he could to prevent another catastrophe from occurring on the Montana set. He says the new armorer, Andrew Wert, worked with replica weapons and built custom props that "might as well have been paperweights."
"Nothing on the second go-around was capable of firing," Souza says. "It was all done with CGI."
Baldwin was rehearsing a scene set in a church when the revolver discharged in 2021. When Souza returned to the project, he cut the scene and rewrote those around it. "There's no trace of it," he says.
The filmmaker didn't want viewers playing detective, trying to figure out which sequence was the one that led to Hutchins's untimely death. He hates that people remember her final moments most, and he instead tries to focus on his memories of her radiant spirit and enthusiasm for her craft.
"I think of her skipping from setup to setup -- not because we were pressed for time, but because she wouldn't wait to do the next one," Souza says. "No one loved making movies like she did."
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Tony Award nominations 2025: Full list of nominees, snubs, surprises
George Clooney and Sarah Snook are among the Tony Award nominees, , while Audra McDonald makes history and Jake Gyllenhaal and Denzel Washington of "Othello" miss out.
By Naveen Kumar, Thomas Floyd | 2025-05-01

"Buena Vista Social Club" was among the nominations for best musical. (Matthew Murphy/AP)


The robotic romance "Maybe Happy Ending," the Havana-set celebration "Buena Vista Social Club" and the macabre romp "Death Becomes Her" each landed 10 nods to lead the nominations for the 78th Tony Awards on Thursday morning.
Those shows will compete against the stranger-than-fiction entries "Dead Outlaw" and "Operation Mincement" for best musical at the ceremony honoring the 2024-25 Broadway season.
"John Proctor Is the Villain," a feminist reexamination of "The Crucible" through the lens of the #MeToo movement, and the family drama "The Hills of California" led all plays with seven nominations. Those productions will compete against "English," "Oh, Mary!" and "Purpose" for best play.
Thursday's announcement, made by actors Sarah Paulson and Wendell Pierce, featured some Tonys history: Audra McDonald's nomination for lead actress in a musical for "Gypsy" was her 11th acting nod, setting the record for the most by any performer (breaking a tie with Chita Rivera and Julie Harris, each of whom has 10). McDonald, who already has the record for the most Tony wins for acting with six, will vie for the statuette against "Sunset Blvd." star Nicole Scherzinger in a long-anticipated showdown.

Nicole Scherzinger as Norma Desmond in "Sunset Blvd." (Marc Brenner)


"Floyd Collins" and "Pirates! The Penzance Musical" joined "Gypsy" and "Sunset Blvd." in the revival of a musical category. "Eureka Day," "Romeo + Juliet," "Our Town" and "Yellow Face" made the cut for revival of a play.
Cole Escola, the "Oh, Mary!" writer and star seeking to become the third openly nonbinary performer to win a Tony, will contend for best actor in a play against George Clooney ("Good Night, and Good Luck"), Daniel Dae Kim ("Yellow Face"), Louis McCartney ("Stranger Things: The First Shadow"), Jon Michael Hill and Harry Lennix (co-stars in "Purpose").
Special recognition Tonys will go to "Buena Vista Social Club's" onstage band and the illusions team behind the onstage trickery of "Stranger Things: The First Shadow."
"Wicked" star Cynthia Erivo will host the Tonys for the first time June 8 at Radio City Music Hall, where the ceremony returns for the 21st time but first since 2022. The show will be broadcast on CBS.
"Torch Song Trilogy" and "Kinky Boots" writer Harvey Fierstein will receive a lifetime achievement Tony, and "To Kill a Mockingbird" actress Celia Keenan-Bolger will receive the Isabelle Stevenson Award for arts advocacy. -- Thomas Floyd

Audra McDonald, left, and Joy Woods in "Gypsy" on Broadway. (Julieta Cervantes)


Jake Gyllenhaal, whose weasel-like Iago is the best part of the hottest ticket in town, was favored to earn a nomination for "Othello." His co-star Denzel Washington also missed out but was less likely to land a nod in this category -- and has a spotty track record at the Tonys. He won for "Fences" in 2010 but has been overlooked doing Shakespeare before, in "Julius Caesar" in 2004. Another star leading man, Jim Parsons was passed over for his performance as the narrator in "Our Town."
Kieran Culkin's winning streak is at an end. After bagging an Emmy (for "Succession") and an Oscar (for "A Real Pain") within the past year and change, he missed a Tony nod for his divisive turn in "Glengarry Glen Ross." The David Mamet revival, which is minting cash at the box office but was tepidly received by critics, was also left out of the best play revival category, though Bob Odenkirk got a nod for featured actor in a play.
Helen J. Shen, who stars opposite Tony-nominated Darren Criss in the critical darling "Maybe Happy Ending," didn't make it into the lead actress in a musical category. She's giving a radiant breakthrough performance that was edged out by heavy-hitting Broadway veterans.

Helen J. Shen and Darren Criss in "Maybe Happy Ending." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman)


A few of those vets were absent in the featured actress in a musical race, including Bernadette Peters and Lea Salonga, who were seen as contenders for their work in the handsome tribute revue "Stephen Sondheim's Old Friends," which was totally shut out in all categories.
Several shows left out of the best musical race may face steep odds to win in other categories -- and, more importantly, to earn box office dollars and stay afloat. "Real Women Have Curves," a heartfelt and surprisingly funny adaptation of the play and movie of the same name, earned a nod for its Latin-inspired score and for standout Justina Machado. But a best musical nomination might have raised more awareness and enthusiasm for the show. The same goes for "Boop! The Musical," which raised eyebrows in concept but has gained a lot of affection for its dazzling execution. Aside from the costumes, other design elements in the show went unrecognized, as did the score by megaproducer David Foster.
"Smash," a musical about the making of a musical (based on the NBC series), missed out in most major categories, including best musical, leading actress (for Robyn Hurder), score, book and direction. Its sole nods came for Brooks Ashmanskas, making the most of a joke-a-minute role, and Joshua Bergasse's choreography. -- Naveen Kumar
James Monroe Iglehart gave a magnificent performance as Louis Armstrong in "A Wonderful World," which struggled to find an audience and has already closed. It's ... ahem, wonderful to see him earn recognition for such a transformational turn in what was obviously a passion project.
The featured actress races made room for less familiar faces that are highlights of their respective shows. Folk singer and actor Gracie Lawrence earned a nomination for her sterling-voiced performance as Connie Francis, opposite fellow nominee Jonathan Groff's Bobby Darin in "Just in Time." (The immersive biomusical was also celebrated for its design elements, though it didn't make the best-musical cut.) Julia Knitel, whose multiple roles in "Dead Outlaw" include a moon-eyed love interest and a curious girl who befriends a corpse, is another welcome addition to the lineup.
On the play side, Fina Strazza landed an unexpected nod for her role as a trusting teacher's pet in "John Proctor Is the Villain." Playwright Kimberly Belflower's #MeToo-inspired spin on "The Crucible" was a favorite across categories, including for featured actor nominee Gabriel Ebert. (Fun fact: Strazza and Ebert are both veterans of "Matilda the Musical," for which Ebert won a Tony.)
Of this season's two starry Shakespeare tragedies, "Romeo + Juliet" eked ahead of "Othello" into the best revival category. Though it earned no other nods, including for stars Kit Connor and Rachel Zegler, the production's popularity with young audiences seems to have counted in its favor. -- Naveen Kumar
Here is the full list of nominees:
"Buena Vista Social Club"
"Dead Outlaw"
"Death Becomes Her"
"Maybe Happy Ending"
"Operation Mincemeat"
"English"
"The Hills of California"
"John Proctor Is the Villain"
"Oh, Mary!"
"Purpose"
"Floyd Collins"
"Gypsy"
"Pirates! The Penzance Musical"
"Sunset Blvd."
"Eureka Day"
"Our Town"
"Romeo + Juliet"
"Yellow Face"
Megan Hilty ("Death Becomes Her")
Audra McDonald ("Gypsy")
Jasmine Amy Rogers ("Boop! The Musical")
Nicole Scherzinger ("Sunset Blvd.")
Jennifer Simard ("Death Becomes Her")
Darren Criss ("Maybe Happy Ending")
Andrew Durand ("Dead Outlaw")
Tom Francis ("Sunset Blvd.")
Jonathan Groff ("Just in Time")
James Monroe Iglehart ("A Wonderful World: The Louis Armstrong Musical")
Jeremy Jordan ("Floyd Collins")
Laura Donnelly ("The Hills of California")
Mia Farrow ("The Roommate")
LaTanya Richardson Jackson ("Purpose")
Sadie Sink ("John Proctor Is the Villain")
Sarah Snook ("The Picture of Dorian Gray")
George Clooney ("Good Night, and Good Luck")
Cole Escola ("Oh, Mary!")
Jon Michael Hill ("Purpose")
Daniel Dae Kim ("Yellow Face")
Harry Lennix ("Purpose")
Louis McCartney ("Stranger Things: The First Shadow")
Natalie Venetia Belcon ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Julie Knitel ("Dead Outlaw")
Gracie Lawrence ("Just in Time")
Justina Machado ("Real Women Have Curves")
Joy Woods ("Gypsy")
Brooks Ashmanskas ("Smash")
Jeb Brown ("Dead Outlaw")
Danny Burstein ("Gypsy")
Jak Malone ("Operation Mincemeat")
Taylor Trensch ("Floyd Collins")
Tala Ashe ("English")
Jessia Hecht ("Eureka Day")
Marjan Neshat ("English")
Fina Strazza ("John Proctor is the Villain")
Kara Young ("Purpose")
Glenn Davis ("Purpose")
Gabriel Ebert ("John Proctor Is the Villain")
Francis Jue ("Yellow Face")
Bob Odenkirk ("Glengarry Glen Ross")
Conrad Ricamora ("Oh, Mary!")
Saheem Ali ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Michael Arden ("Maybe Happy Ending")
David Cromer ("Dead Outlaw")
Christopher Gattelli ("Death Becomes Her")
Jamie Lloyd ("Sunset Blvd.")
Knud Adams ("English")
Sam Mendes ("The Hills of California")
Sam Pinkleton ("Oh, Mary!")
Danya Taymor ("John Proctor Is the Villain")
Kip Williams ("The Picture of Dorian Gray")
David Yazbek and Erik Della Penna ("Dead Outlaw")
Julia Mattison and Noel Carey ("Death Becomes Her")
Will Aronson and Hue Park ("Maybe Happy Ending")
David Cumming, Felix Hagan, Natasha Hodgson and Zoe Roberts ("Operation Mincemeat")
Joy Huerta and Benjamin Velez ("Real Women Have Curves")
Marco Ramirez ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Itamar Moses ("Dead Outlaw")
Marco Pennette ("Death Becomes Her")
Will Aronson and Hue Park ("Maybe Happy Ending")
David Cumming, Felix Hagan, Natasha Hodgson and Zoe Roberts ("Operation Mincemeat")
Marsha Ginsberg ("English")
Rob Howell ("The Hills of California")
Marg Horwell and David Bergman ("The Picture of Dorian Gray")
Miriam Buether and 59 ("Stranger Things: The First Shadow")
Scott Pask ("Good Night, and Good Luck")
Rachel Hauck ("Swept Away")
Dane Laffrey and George Reeve ("Maybe Happy Ending")
Arnulfo Maldonado ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Derek McLane ("Death Becomes Her")
Derek McLane ("Just in Time")
Brenda Abbandandolo ("Good Night, and Good Luck")
Marg Horwell ("The Picture of Dorian Gray")
Rob Howell ("The Hills of California")
Holly Pierson ("Oh, Mary!")
Brigitte Reiffenstuel ("Stranger Things: The First Shadow")
Dede Ayite ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Gregg Barnes ("Boop! The Musical")
Clint Ramos ("Maybe Happy Ending")
Paul Tazewell ("Death Becomes Her")
Catherine Zuber ("Just in Time")
Natasha Chivers ("The Hills of California")
Jon Clark ("Stranger Things: The First Shadow")
Heather Gilbert and David Bengali ("Good Night, and Good Luck")
Natasha Katz and Hannah Wasileski ("John Proctor Is the Villain")
Nick Schlieper ("The Picture of Dorian Gray")
Jack Knowles ("Sunset Blvd.")
Tyler Micoleau ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Scott Zielinski and Ruey Horng Sun ("Floyd Collins")
Ben Stanton ("Maybe Happy Ending")
Justin Townsend ("Death Becomes Her")
Paul Arditti ("Stranger Things: The First Shadow")
Palmer Hefferan ("John Proctor Is the Villain")
Daniel Kluger ("Good Night, and Good Luck")
Nick Powell ("The Hills of California")
Clemence Williams ("The Picture of Dorian Gray")
Jonathan Deans ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Adam Fisher ("Sunset Blvd.")
Peter Hylenski ("Just in Time")
Peter Hylenski ("Maybe Happy Ending")
Dan Moses Schreier ("Floyd Collins")
Joshua Bergasse ("Smash")
Camille A. Brown ("Gypsy")
Christopher Gattelli ("Death Becomes Her")
Jerry Mitchell ("Boop! The Musical")
Patricia Delgado and Justin Peck ("Buena Vista Social Club")
Andrew Resnick and Michael Thurber ("Just in Time")
Will Aronson ("Maybe Happy Ending")
Bruce Coughlin ("Floyd Collins")
Marco Paguia ("Buena Vista Social Club")
David Cullen and Andrew Lloyd Webber ("Sunset Blvd.")
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The 38 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Tour dozens of embassies for free, rock out in Adams Morgan, sip mint juleps at a Kentucky Derby party or cheer for speedy Chihuahuas.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2025-05-01
Is this the biggest weekend of 2025 so far? Combine the always-popular Around the World Embassy Tour, which features free open houses with games, snacks and cultural performances at more than 60 embassies, with Kentucky Derby viewing parties, Cinco de Mayo parties, the Running of the Chihuahuas at the Wharf, Adams Morgan's PorchFest neighborhood music festival, Washington National Cathedral's annual Flower Mart, the grand opening of Glen Echo's historic carousel, Star Wars-themed gatherings on May the Fourth and the return of outdoor movie season. Yes, there are going to be some hard choices to make, though at least the Cinco de Mayo celebrations are spread out, since the holiday falls on Monday.
Warning: Weather could put a damper on some outdoor activities, as organizers of events like PorchFest are warning they might modify schedules if rain is in the forecast. Check websites for updates.
Movies on the Potomac at National Harbor
National Harbor's Movies on the Potomac outdoor film series is the first of the D.C. area's major summer movie series to return in 2025. As in previous years, there are two events a week: "date night" movies for adults on Thursdays and "family nights" on Sundays. Opening weekend starts with the Matthew McConaughey/Kate Hudson adventure rom-com "Fool's Gold" on Thursday, and a "May the Fourth"-themed night with the animated "Star Wars: The Clone Wars" on Sunday. Movies are shown on the giant LED screen in the main plaza near the Capital Wheel Ferris wheel. Picnics are encouraged, with to-go meals from nearby restaurants like Nando's, Mezeh and Bombay Street Food. Thursday at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 6 p.m. Free.
Ed Helms at Sixth and I
In case you missed it, "The Office" actor Ed Helms has a new gig -- not regional manager, and not just acting. He hosts "SNAFU," a podcast about historical disasters told with a writer and producer's keen storytelling. Helms is in conversation at Sixth & I with David Chalian, CNN's political director, about his new accompanying book: "SNAFU: The Definitive Guide to History's Greatest Screwups." Buy a book with your ticket and get a signed copy, and tack on $5 for signing line access. 7 p.m. $25 general admission; $42 for ticket and book; $12 for virtual admission.
D.C. Labor FilmFest at AFI Silver Theatre
The city's annual film festival returns to the AFI Silver Theatre with a dozen screenings of movies about work, workers and the issues affecting their lives. Opening night kicks off with a showing of "Lilly," a film about a woman's fight for equal pay that takes her to the Supreme Court, followed by a Q&A with producer Simone Pero. Check the festival's website for a full list of screenings, and check out other festival events: tours of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Museum and the American Postal Workers Union History Center, plus a "Singing for Justice" concert May 19 at New Deal Cafe in Greenbelt. Through May 29. Free.
Flower Mart at Washington National Cathedral
Since 1939, Washington National Cathedral's All Hallows Guild has hosted a Flower Mart as a way to raise money for the upkeep of the cathedral's grounds and gardens. The "Flower District," with tables full of orchids, bonsai, garden plants and cut flowers, is the centerpiece, but there's a wide variety of booths with apparel, jewelry, chocolate and home accessories, plus white elephant booths and a book tent. Children can ride an 1890s carousel or play carnival games, while musicians and dancers entertain on a stage in front of the cathedral. This year, the guided tours of the bell towers return, including the "Angels and Monsters" climb focused on gargoyles. Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free admission. Fees for rides and games; tours $35-$90.
Star Wars Weekend on Barracks Row
Whether you fancy yourself a Sith, a rebel, a Jedi or just the kind of person who'd hang out at the Mos Eisley Cantina, you'll find something to enjoy as the merchants of Barracks Row bring back their annual May the Fourth Be With You, an "unofficial Star Wars weekend." Galactic Empire, a costumed heavy metal group that plays blisteringly fast and crunchy cover songs from John Williams's "Star Wars" score, opens the weekend with a concert at the Miracle Theatre on Friday night. The same theater hosts screenings of "Star Wars: A New Hope" on Saturday and Sunday, with a pre-movie "Star Wars" game show on Sunday. Neighborhood tavern Lola's is turning into a pop-up bar called "Sith Happens" on Friday and Saturday, with themed cocktails and movie props and backdrops. The Eastern Market Metro Park is the place to be on Saturday afternoon for character meet-and-greets, choreographed lightsaber battles, "Jedi training" for kids and, somehow, a Stormtrooper comedy show. A full schedule of events is available on the Barracks Row website. Friday through Sunday. Times and entry fees vary.
Half Halloween at the Black Cat
Don't look now, but Halloween is only six months away. (Time files, like witches and bats and Voldemort.) Catch some out-of-season Spooky Szn vibes at the Black Cat, thanks to DJs Dianamatic and $et and a killer drag performance by Jane Saw. Costumes are strongly suggested -- there's a contest with prizes -- and vendors are on hand for a pop-up market. Don't forget to have your tarot read by Skye Miranda. 8 p.m. $10-$15.
Cinco de Mayo at El Techo
El Techo's Tulum-inspired rooftop has Cinco de Mayo parties all weekend, with free tastings of the bar's single-barrel Dobel tequila, $20 tequila flights and $16 buckets of Coronas, as well as special DJ sets. Through Monday. Free; reservations suggested.
Cinco de Mayo Under the Stars at the Ven hotel
The International Club of D.C. hosts a Latin-themed evening on the rooftop of the Ven hotel, with salsa lessons, a live band and sunset views of Embassy Row. Cocktail attire is requested. Salsa lessons begin at 7 p.m., and admission begins at 8 p.m. for those who don't purchase lessons. $25-$35.
Sasami at the Atlantis
Since leaving Cherry Glazerr and going solo in 2018, Sasami has tried on different hats to deliver deeply personal pop and rock tunes. After the shoegaze embrace of her self-titled debut, she shed her skin on "Squeeze," exploring nu metal and industrial. True to its title, this year's "Blood on the Silver Screen" is a cinematic approach to Robyn-Taylor-Lana-styled pop. "The protagonist in every song is the same actor, but in a different film genre," Sasami told Exclaim. "So, as you're going through the album, you're flipping channels and it's like, 'This is an old Western film.' Then the next song is a '90s rom-com, and the next song is a futuristic thriller." 7:30 p.m. $22.
Azalea Festival at Landon School
The cherry blossoms may have fallen, but azaleas are in peak bloom at Bethesda's Landon School. Celebrate springtime with carnival rides, food, performances and, of course, a walk through the flowers. While you're there, shop for unique blooms for your garden and browse crafts and antiques from local vendors. Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Friday carnival is open noon to 4 p.m.) Free.
Around the World Embassy Tours
Washington's international community is front and center in May, thanks to back-to-back weekends of embassy open houses. First up is the Around the World Embassy Tour, which includes activities and tours at more than 60 non-E.U. embassies and affiliated cultural centers. Take a K-pop dance workshop at the Korean Cultural Center, sip tea in the gardens of the British ambassador's residence, or watch muay Thai demonstrations or try Thai massage at the Royal Thai Embassy. A few tips: This event seems to get more popular every year. Expect long lines at the best-known embassies. Wear comfortable shoes, and bring a book or phone charger. Know where you're going. Download the Passport DC app or look at the website, and find clusters of embassies, such as those around Sheridan Circle or in Van Ness. Start with embassies farthest from the Metro and work back. This is the weekend to skip brunch. If there's an embassy you have to see, get there before it opens. Bring cash. Many embassies sell food, drinks and traditional crafts, but not all take cards. See our guide to Passport DC for more advice. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free; entry to embassies is on a first-come, first-served basis.
Running of the Chihuahuas at the Wharf
Cinco de Mayo falls on a Monday, which means this weekend is full of bars and restaurants offering margaritas, mariachis and other Mexican specials. The most beloved tradition in D.C., through, is probably the 13th Running of the Chihuahuas at the Wharf, which finds more than 150 tiny dogs racing down a 70-foot track on the central District Pier in a series of heats. The party gets so crowded that organizers show the action on jumbo screens to provide the best views. Other highlights include an all-breed costume contest, parades of adoptable dogs, DJs and multiple beer gardens. Races start at 2:15 p.m., with the championship around 4:30. 2 to 5 p.m. Free; all slots for racing Chihuahuas are full, though hopefuls can join a wait list.
Adams Morgan PorchFest
Adams Morgan's twice-yearly PorchFest is one of the city's biggest music festivals, with more than 100 bands taking to 25 stages across the neighborhood -- including one in the middle of 18th Street NW, which is closed to traffic between Columbia and Kalorama roads. Wander around up and down side streets, taking in punk, synth-pop, funk and country, with new bands starting at or around the top of each hour, or head for the main drag, where you can grab drinks at sidewalk cafes while listening to music. (Speaking of drinks: Pick up a wristband at the festival's "HQ tables along 18th Street," which get you deals at participating businesses, like $5 beer-and-a-shot combos at Legacy HiFi or $5 beers and $6 wines at Roofers Union.) Check the PorchFest website for maps and schedules. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
Glen Echo Park Carousel Day
Be among the first to ride Glen Echo Park's magical, 104-year-old Dentzel carousel when it opens for the season Saturday -- and if one ride isn't enough for little ones, you can snag an all-day pass with unlimited rides. Glen Echo goes all out to celebrate the carousel's opening day: The festivities include family-friendly art projects, open art studios and galleries, food trucks, and a full day of free performances. Dance company Step Afrika! performs in the park's historic Spanish Ballroom, along with organizations including Furia Flamenca and the Culkin School of Traditional Irish Dance. The Bumper Car Pavilion hosts the Washington Conservatory of Music and Adventure Theatre, and Happenstance Theater and Puppet Co. put on roving shows throughout the park. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $2 per carousel ride or $5 for an all-day pass. Other activities, parking and performances free, with a suggested $10 donation.
D.C. Truck Touch at RFK Stadium Lot 8
Are your children fascinated by dump trucks, fire trucks, snowplows and emergency vehicles? Of course they are. Do they dream about crawling inside and honking the horn? Duh. The D.C. Department of Public Works' annual Truck Touch allows them to do just that, exploring close to 30 vehicles. There are also games, bounce castles and a student electric vehicle race. All attendees under 18 receive a free packed lunch. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Cinco de Mayo on 14th Street NW
The collection of Mexican restaurants and bars on 14th Street NW between Spring Road and Shepherd Street are again banding together for a Cinco de Mayo celebration. Go barhopping for live mariachi bands on Saturday and Sunday nights, plus a range of specials: Taqueria Habanero has $5 tequila shots and $9 margaritas on Saturday; Mezcalero has $3 tacos and $8 margaritas on Sunday. Anafre is doing $3.50 tacos and margaritas from Friday through Sunday, while Lyman's Tavern has special $8 hot dogs, including Sonoran dogs, Saturday through Monday. On Cinco de Mayo, head to Chicatana for live music from Banda Perla Sagrada, starting at 8 p.m., and various tequila and margarita specials. Through Monday. Free.
Cinco de Mayo at La Cosecha
Apapacho Taqueria is taking over Union Market's Latin American market for a three-day Cinco de Mayo party that features margarita specials and a menu of tacos, street corn and conchas. Mariachis perform Saturday at 7 p.m. and Monday at 9 p.m., and Cinco de Mayo also brings Mexican karaoke from 7 to 9 p.m. Saturday through Monday. Free.
Cinco de Mayo at Mi Vida Wharf
What's better than a bottomless brunch? Bottomless brunch with mariachis. The pregaming for the Wharf's Running of the Chihuahuas (see above) includes brunch from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., with mariachis performing from noon to 2. Yes, Mi Vida will also have a party on Monday with a DJ from 6 to 10, but is that as much fun as mimosas and mariachis? 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Prices vary.
Cinco de Mayo at Taco Bamba
Multiple locations of chef Victor Albisu's Taco Bamba are getting in the Cinco de Mayo spirit over the next few days. On Saturday, the City Ridge restaurant in Upper Northwest has free salsa and bachata lessons on the patio from noon to 3 p.m., while the new restaurant in Sterling has a patio party with a DJ and drink specials from 5 to 9 p.m. On Monday, each customer at City Ridge receives a free margarita between 5 and 7 p.m., and the location in Alexandria's Landmark neighborhood hosts free salsa lessons from 6 to 9. Through Monday. Free.
Picnic Day at the Kreeger Museum
The Kreeger is one of Washington's oft-overlooked and most peaceful museums. To be honest, we rediscovered the charms of its sculpture garden while indoor museums were closed during the pandemic. Don't make the same mistake of neglecting this gem. The Foxhall Road museum is hosting Picnic Day on its grounds, inviting the public to bring blankets, snacks and drinks (but no glass bottles) and spread out on the lawn for lunch. Museum admission is free, too, if you want to enjoy the collection of impressionist art indoors. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Chesapeake Catfish Cook-off at Annapolis Maritime Museum and Park
Maryland is known for its crabs, but don't miss out on its underrated other offering: baked, fried and grilled blue catfish. Chefs from restaurants like the Dabney and the Salt Line compete in a cook-off, with judges including Maryland's Secretary of Agriculture Kevin Atticks. There will be plenty of leftovers -- a ticket includes samples from each participating restaurant, raw oysters, and Southern-style sides like mac and cheese, cornbread, coleslaw and moon pie. Stick around once your belly is full for live music, fish cutting and cooking demonstrations, and Duffy boat rides. Tickets benefit the museum's environmental education program. Noon to 4 p.m. $55.
Lady Gaga Album Battle Party at Trade
While many pop parties pit artists against each other (Taylor Swift vs. Beyonce; Chappell Roan vs. Charli XCX), Gaga is in a league all of her own -- her only competition, per Trade, is herself. Which is superior: "The Fame" or "Artpop"? Battle it out on the dance floor with help from drag queens Crystal Edge, Sirene Noir and Desiree Dik. 10 p.m. Free.
Alexandria Spring Fling Block Party and Springtime Art Festival
Two events provide one great reason to visit Old Town Alexandria this weekend. On Saturday, the Spring Fling Block Party brings together around 30 locations on and around King Street -- boutiques, studios, a wine shop and cocktail bar -- for a day of trunk sales, demos and hands-on activities. Take a break from browsing to make a card, craft a paper flower, taste cocktails, or bring the kids for story time or snow cones. (Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., though store hours vary. Most events free; some have registration fees.) Near the King Street Metro station, the fourth Alexandria Springtime Art Festival pops up in John Carlyle Square Park with more than 1,000 sculptures, paintings, pottery, textiles and other pieces of fine art to peruse. (Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.)
Rockville Arts Festival
Rockville's newly renamed downtown park the Square transforms into an open-air art gallery during the 13th annual Rockville Arts Festival. Participants include 130 artists and artisans selling everything from ceramics, woodworking pieces and stained glass to paintings and photography. The weekend also features a makers' market, art demonstrations and a chalk art competition. If shopping works up an appetite, purchase a meal from visiting food trucks or culinary pop-ups including Dini's Divine Pies, the Tender Rib and Sherri's Crab Cakes. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
'Loving v. Virginia' at George Mason University's Center for the Arts
The Virginia Opera caps its 50th anniversary season with the world premiere of "Loving v. Virginia," an opera inspired by the couple behind the Supreme Court decision that struck down U.S. laws prohibiting interracial marriage. Famed mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves is the stage director behind this production, co-commissioned by the Virginia Opera and Richmond Symphony and created by composer Damien Geter and librettist Jessica Murphy Moo. The opera version of Mildred and Richard Loving's love story is traveling throughout Virginia, with performances in Richmond following the visit to George Mason University's Center for the Arts. Of note: The university offers free tickets for federal employees and contractors who've been "recently separated" from their positions. Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. $40-$110; half-price for students in 12th grade and below.
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta at Eighteenth Street Lounge
Two of the area's finest purveyors of soulful house, DJ Divine and DJ Oji, get the Cinco de Mayo party started early with a mix of Afro-Latin sounds and the usual dose of "feel-good vibes," on both the main dance floor and ESL's patio. 6 to 10 p.m. Free.
Duke Ellington School of the Arts senior recitals at the Kennedy Center
At performing arts schools, it's a tradition, if not a requirement, for graduating students to play a senior recital, demonstrating the skills they've learned before heading off to college. And when you're a senior graduating from a performing arts school like the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, you might have the option to play in a venue as grand as the Kennedy Center. Violinist Elias Kurtz-Papadopoulos and pianist Kidus Yohannes perform music by Chopin, Debussy, Mendelssohn and other greats during a free concert on the Millennium Stage. 6 p.m. Free.
Pottery on P Street
Now in its second year, Dupont Circle Business Improvement District's pop-up pottery sale lines the P Street NW corridor with handmade works from more than 20 artisans. (Totally unrelated reminder that Mother's Day is next weekend and artisan-made bowls make a great gift.) Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
The Kentucky Derby is known as "the fastest two minutes in sports," which is why viewing parties on Derby Day are really more about mint juleps and fancy hat competitions than cheering for Journalism (and other horses). Here's a sampling of the happenings. Just remember that post time is 6:57 p.m. Saturday, and you'll want to be in front of a screen well before then.
Jack Rose is host to D.C.'s best-known party, with doors opening at 4 p.m. for first-come, first-served seating and standing on the Adams Morgan bourbon bar's rooftop terrace, and a special menu of juleps, cocktails and tacos. (Hey, it's also Cinco de Mayo weekend.) Admission is free; the screening in the downstairs saloon is sold out.
One of the pricier options in town is at the Watergate's Next Whisky Bar. Tickets are $75-$125, which includes Derby-inspired snacks, a pair of signature cocktails, and a hat competition with a stay at the hotel and dinner at Kingbird among the prizes.
Vibes are more casual at Lulu's Winegarden, where Run for the Roses offers bottles of various roses for $40 to $45, mint julep slushies, and other treats inside the bar and on two patios. Bar seats are first-come, first-served, beginning at 3 p.m.
Chef Ed Lee made his mark in Louisville before he came to the D.C. area, so you'd expect him to know a thing or three about Kentucky Derby parties. The $59 tickets to the gathering at Succotash Prime in Penn Quarter include two Maker's Mark cocktails; passed hors d'oeuvres like curry chicken tea sandwiches and bourbon-glazed wings; a Kentucky ham and pimento cheese station; and, to take home, a Maker's glass dipped in red wax. The party lasts from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
The Red Derby has been mixing the Kentucky Derby and Cinco de Mayo as long as we can remember. The Derby de Mayo features a choice of house bourbon or tequila shots for $3.50, and either margaritas or mint juleps for $7. The race is on, of course, and big hats are encouraged. Doors open at 5 p.m.
Dry 85 is Annapolis's whiskey capital, with a thick book of bourbon, rye and American whiskey. Head there for $7 mint juleps from 11 a.m. to post time during the Win, Place, Show or Pour party. The best hat wins a $50 gift certificate.
There are two ways to win at the party at Crimson Whiskey Bar in Chinatown. First, don your big hats and seersucker and win the best-dressed contest, which has a $100 prize. Or, if you fancy yourself a prognosticator, pick the winner of the Derby and you'll walk away with a special prize. And even if you strike out on both counts, there's live music from Mularky and discounted Maker's Mark cocktails. Doors open at 4 p.m., and admission is free.
Starr Hill, which has a street-level brewpub and a rooftop biergarten at the Capital One Center in Tysons, celebrates with mint juleps and Kentucky mules; a menu of fried green tomatoes and pimento cheese bites; and live roots, rock and blues music from Medicine Wind between 4 and 8 p.m.
Derby Day at Buddy's in Columbia Heights starts with the R&B Bunch from noon to 4 p.m., with best dressed and best hat contests to go along with mimosa specials and smooth tunes. The vibes shift at 5 p.m., as bourbon specials, cigar vendors and a set by DJ Coco Spinelle lead into the horse race. Admission is free.
There's a choose-your-own-adventure vibe at Whitlow's on U Street: Cinco de Mayo is celebrated on the rooftop and at the street-level bar, with drink specials and a face painter starting at 6 p.m. The middle floor is dedicated to the Kentucky Derby, with a best hat contest and $10 bourbon cocktails, as well as the sound on all TVs.
If watching a horse race on TV isn't exciting enough, head out to Great Meadow in The Plains for the 100th running of the Virginia Gold Cup steeplechase race. It's a chance to dress up in your linen suits and glamorous hats for an afternoon in the countryside with tailgating, terrier races and listening to the thundering of hooves as the horses leap over fences. 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. First race at 1 p.m. $50-$250 general admission. $100 for parking pass; $10 for ride-share pass.
NMWA Community Day and Makers' Market at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
The National Museum of Women in the Arts offers free admission during the first Sunday of each month, and May's NMWA Community Day is a particularly great time to drop in. A makers' market runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the museum's Great Hall, and visitors can shop for handmade jewelry, art and ceramics as well as vintage picks -- all set to a soundtrack courtesy of Les the DJ. The day also includes tours of collection highlights at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and an all-ages open studio from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., where you can make your own art inspired by pieces on view in the galleries. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free; reservations recommended.
Cinco de Mayo party at Lost Generation
The brewers of Lost Generation join forces with frequent taco purveyor La Michoacana for an early Cinco de Mayo party with a live mariachi band and DJs, $5 beer specials, and a menu with micheladas, agua frescas and margaritas, with optional Tajin rims. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Pinata class at Taqueria Habanero
It's fun to break open a pinata and scoop up the candy and prizes inside, but did you ever think about designing your own? Learn to craft a custom pinata -- and take it home -- during a pre-Cinco de Mayo class with Pinatas DMV at Taqueria Habanero's Bryant Street Market location. Tickets to the event, which is open to all ages, include a snack, a margarita and your own creation. Noon to 2 p.m. $45-$50.
May the Fourth at the Roost
A celebration of all things Star Wars at the Hill East food hall features screenings of Star Wars films, "Pin the Lightsaber" and pinata games, and themed food and drink specials. Those include exclusive Modestman beers like Mega: The Death Edition, a collaboration with Richmond's Corks and Kegs. Wear your favorite Star Wars outfit: There are Lego sets and beers for the best. Doors open at noon. Free.
Lvrs & Frnds Market at the Black Cat
In keeping with the Black Cat's laid-back-yet-punk style, the venue's latest night market offers piercings, tattoos, zine making and tarot readings. You can also find ceramics, collage art, photography and size-inclusive vintage. 5 to 9 p.m. $10.
Lambrini Girls at the Howard Theatre
Every generation gets the riot grrrls it deserves. Thankfully, we get Lambrini Girls: a British power duo who make fast-and-furious punk jams that deliver missives against misogyny, homophobia, transphobia and other ills of capitalism with a sense of humor (their debut album is titled "Who Let the Dogs Out," after an inside joke about the Baha Men) and contagious energy. 8 p.m. $21-$40.
International Day of Women and Girls in Science at the National Museum of Natural History
Do you have a budding paleontologist, oceanographer or zoologist at home? Scientists and curators from the Smithsonian's Natural History Museum are setting up activity carts around the museum in honor of the International Day of Women and Girls in Science, including in the Hall of Mammals and Hall of Fossils, to spark curiosity and wonder, even if the kids don't know yet that they're really into science. For adults, the event coincides with "Celebrating Science at the Smithsonian," a day of presentations, talks and discussions with scientists and Smithsonian leaders. The symposium will be screened online for those who can't attend in person. Family activities 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; symposium 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Both events are free.
Cinco de Mayo at Urbano
A party at the Heights food hall in Friendship Heights brings half-price margaritas, $10 taco platters, discounted Mexican beers and a DJ spinning holiday music. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
CiNoMatic: 'Wicked' at Alethia Tanner Park
As noted earlier, summer movie season has returned, and the much-lauded CiNoMatic series returns to NoMa's Alethia Tanner Park with an outdoor screening of "Wicked." Singing along is encouraged, so bring your friends and blankets, and grab an alfresco dinner from one of the on-site food trucks. Gates open about one hour before sunset; the NoMa BID estimates that will be around 6:30 p.m. Film begins at sunset. Free.
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10 noteworthy books for May
Michael Connelly introduces readers to a new protagonist, and a notorious Wild West outlaw gets her due.
By Becky Meloan | 2025-05-01
May's stellar new books include memoirs from a spy and a cult escapee, along with a biography of a Wild West outlaw. Fiction offerings range from historical to fantastical with a new Michael Connelly protagonist making a debut.

Union Square The Artist and the Feast by Lucy Steeds (Union Square)


Longlisted for the 2025 Women's Prize for Fiction, Steeds's captivating debut novel evokes summer life on a Provence farm with imagery as lush as an oil painting. The story follows fictional artist Edouard Tartuffe, who apprenticed under Cezanne, rose to the apex of the art world then retreated from the public eye. He still produces paintings to great acclaim yet never leaves his farm, requiring his caretaker and niece, Ettie, to stay quietly out of his way and accede to his tyrannical demands, like handing over her half-eaten dinner plate whenever Tartuffe feels inspired by the composition of her remaining food. When Joseph, a young journalist, agrees to pose for a painting in the hopes of writing a profile of Tartuffe, his presence on the farm has unexpected consequences for Ettie and her uncle. (Union Square, May 6)

Del Rey Silver Elite by Dani Francis (Del Rey)


Resilient and resourceful, Wren Darlington lives in a divided world where people who gained psychic gifts during a biotoxin outbreak are rebelling against an oppressive ruling class. After a misstep draws unwanted attention, she is forced to join a training institution for soldiers at war with "modified" people -- even though she secretly is one. Survival depends on masking her power and avoiding the gaze of her maddeningly attractive commanding officer. Like Katniss Everdeen and Violet Sorrengail, Wren has a strong moral compass that's put to the test both physically and emotionally as she battles seemingly insurmountable odds. (Del Rey, May 6)

St. Martin's The Last Secret Agent by Pippa Latour (St. Martin's)


Latour, who died in 2023 at age 102, had a long life despite the dangerous time she spent as an undercover British operative during World War II. Parachuting into occupied France, her job was to gather and send coded intelligence messages to England using telegraph sets hidden in the countryside. She was told before taking her assignment that there was a six-week life expectancy for wireless radio operators like her, and her capture would mean certain death. She took an oath never to disclose secret information, a vow she kept until her old age, when a question from her son motivated her to share the complete story of her past. Her matter-of-fact storytelling style belies the unusual life she led both before and during wartime, and her inspiring memoir is a tribute to a level of bravery that few possess. (St. Martin's, May 13)

Little, Brown The Devil Three Times by Rickey Fayne (Little, Brown)


Seeking redemption, the Devil is tasked by his brother, Jesus, with freeing the Africans who were stolen from their homes and sold into slavery in America. He strikes a deal with Yetunde, an African woman on a transatlantic ship heading for enslavement, providing protection and power in the form of visions, an inherited ability that will enable him to tempt her two children and their many descendants. Their stories unfold over the course of nearly two centuries against a backdrop of racial and social change, while the Devil works in the background, trying to keep his promise by inciting rebellions and disobedience. Fayne's imaginative narrative illustrates how the choices made in each generation ripple through the next. (Little, Brown, May 13)

William Morrow Queen of All Mayhem by Dane Huckelbridge (William Morrow)


Belle Starr only came to notoriety after her death at age 40, when an 1889 New York Times article brought her salacious -- and partially fabricated -- story to light just when readers were hungry for stories of lawlessness from the American frontier. In truth, Huckelbridge asserts, she did associate with outlaws like Jesse James and, despite a financially secure upbringing, chose a life of crime, rising to the top of one of the largest theft and smuggling rings in the Indian Territory. A "whiskey-drinking, horse-thieving, gunslinging double widow," she was killed by an unknown assassin while riding her horse home from the general store. Huckelbridge's well-researched account excels at sorting fact from embellishment as he verifies the truth and offers possibilities when proof cannot be found. (William Morrow, May 13)

W. W. Norton Isabella Nagg and the Pot of Basil by Oliver Darkshire (W.W. Norton)


On the rockiest, most useless farm in East Grasby, Isabella boils a nightly batch of "scrunge" to feed her husband, Henric Nagg, a dullard who alternately ignores and antagonizes her. When Farmer Nagg swipes the missing local wizard's spell books, Isabella tries her hand at a simple spell in her kitchen and uncovers an invigorated sense of purpose. Darkshire's humorous and clever fantasy borrows from poets and folklorists alike, incorporating talking animals, goblins with enticing fruit, a sentient plant and an opportunistic peddler whose dark ambition satirizes late-stage capitalism. (W.W. Norton, May 13)

Little, Brown Nightshade by Michael Connelly (Little, Brown)


Having created stalwart characters like Harry Bosch and Mickey Haller, Connelly introduces a new cop in his latest propulsive police procedural. Demoted from the Los Angeles County sheriff's homicide desk to patrol sleepy Catalina Island, Detective Sergeant Stilwell's duties include rounding up drunken tourists and making sure the golf cart gets plugged in at the end of each shift. While investigating a poaching case -- the island is home to an endangered herd of American bison -- Stilwell is notified that a diver has discovered a plastic-wrapped body in the harbor. Taking the lead on the murder investigation brings pressure from the mainland to pass the case to them, but Stilwell is determined to find the killer, even if it means exposing long-buried secrets. (Little, Brown, May 20)

Random House The True Happiness Company by Veena Dinavahi (Random House)


The studious daughter of doting Indian immigrants, Dinavahi was raised in suburban Maryland, where her high school was notable for both its academic rigor and its unusually high suicide rate. After she attempted to end her life multiple times, even after therapy and hospitalizations, her desperate parents took her to rural Georgia, where the 60-year-old founder of "The True Happiness Company," Bob Lyon, claimed he could help. Over the next several years, Bob, who told Dinavahi to call him "Daddy," would cherry-pick self-help and religious dogma, using it to manipulate her and her loved ones until she became dependent on him. Enmeshed in a cult and no longer able to recognize the person she once was, she finally realized things had gone too far and made a fresh start toward reclaiming her mental health. Dinavahi writes with grace and compassion about her complex challenges, showing how happiness can look different for everyone. (Random House, May 20)

Sourcebooks  The Girls of Good Fortune by Kristina McMorris (Sourcebooks)


In 1888, Celia Hart wakes up imprisoned in a dank room with only one thought: She must find a way to escape. In an alternate storyline set three years prior, Celia's past unfolds. Although her employer's son, Stephen, claims he wants to marry her, it becomes clear that his father, the mayor of Portland, Oregon, will never accept Celia because of her half-Chinese heritage. After Stephen's disapproving family packs him off for four years of medical school, Celia is sent to work as a maid in a brothel, where she raises their child alone in a city teeming with racial tension. As the past catches up to the present timeline, Celia faces significant obstacles as she seeks safety, self-sufficiency and maybe even justice. (Sourcebooks, May 20)

Pamela Dorman The Bombshell by Darrow Farr (Pamela Dorman)


Severine Guimard, the bored teenage daughter of the recently appointed prefect of Corsica, dreams of leaving the French island behind and becoming a Hollywood star. After being kidnapped by Corsican nationalists who keep her hostage during a lengthy ransom negotiation, she tries to charm her kidnappers into releasing her while hoping the ordeal might elevate her chance at stardom. But as she learns more about the group's political philosophies, her priorities shift, and she finds herself willing to go past the point of no return. Inspired by heiress Patty Heart's abduction, Farr incorporates elements of glamour and darkness into her novel's political core. (Pamela Dorman, May 27)
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16 Broadway shows worth seeing right now
From the comedy of "Oh, Mary!" to the songs of "Buena Vista Social Club," here are our picks for the best new Broadway plays and musicals this season.
By Naveen Kumar | 2025-05-01
Broadway is lately catering to an especially wide range of tastes. Stars -- including familiar Hollywood names and thrilling fresh discoveries -- are out in multitudes. Want to escape the world outside the theater, confront it head-on or both at once? There are multiple shows for each. Ditto if you have a whole family to please, or weird and arty friends who never seem to agree on anything. (Have they seen "Oh, Mary!"? Try "Maybe Happy Ending" around the corner.)
Here are our picks for the best of what's new on Broadway.
A jazzy and joyous spectacle for the whole family

Jasmine Amy Rogers, center, as Betty Boop. (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman)


As the cartoon vixen sprung to life in "Boop! The Musical," Jasmine Amy Rogers gives the most sensational, star-making Broadway turn in years -- funny, captivating, a total knockout. It would be impossible to take your eyes off her if the rest of the production, directed and choreographed with maximalist razzle-dazzle by Jerry Mitchell, weren't such an eye-popping spectacle.
Read our full review of "Boop! The Musical." Ongoing at the Broadhurst Theatre. About 2 hours and 40 minutes with an intermission. boopthemusical.com.
A musical feast that delights the senses

From left: Justin Cunningham, Marco Paguia (seated at piano), Renecito Avich, Natalie Venetia Belcon and Roman Diaz. (Matthew Murphy )


This new musical about the supergroup whose eponymous 1997 album of Cuban hits became an international sensation weaves a few of the artists' personal histories with the story of the recording. If ever there were an argument to give a band a Tony Award, the one assembled onstage for "Buena Vista Social Club" would be it. To say that the show features the most spectacular musicianship on Broadway undersells the thrill. In addition to a feast of Afro-Cuban numbers -- including full-band showstoppers, aching boleros and laments for racial justice -- the production is a visual sunburst.
Read our full review of "Buena Vista Social Club." Ongoing at the Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre. 2 hours with an intermission. buenavistamusical.com.
A rollicking mummy musical

Andrew Durand stars as Elmer McCurdy in "Dead Outlaw" ( Matthew Murphy/OMDKC)


Elmer McCurdy, killed in a shoot-out with no family to identify him, is commodified in death as a carnival sideshow. Others snatch, prod and neglect poor Elmer until he's discovered, more than half a century after his demise, strung up in an amusement-park ride. Elmer's outrageous journey is matched by the dynamism of the rollicking score. Rockabilly, lilting folk and whatever rad genre entails the electric banjo are all exuberantly traversed by the onstage band.
Read our full review of "Dead Outlaw." Ongoing at the Longacre Theatre. 1 hour and 40 minutes without an intermission. deadoutlawmusical.com.
An ode to the American spirit, with bluegrass and yodels

Lizzy McAlpine, left, and Jeremy Jordan in "Floyd Collins." (Joan Marcus/Lincoln Center Theater)


At first, there is little indication from the wide and eager eyes of Floyd, enchantingly played by Jeremy Jordan in this revival of the 1996 musical, that he may have gotten himself into an irreversible pickle. Based on the 1925 incident of an entrapped caver and the media frenzy that ensued, "Floyd Collins" exalts American ideals -- boundless exploration, can-do determination, collective resilience -- even as it questions their limits. The lyrical complexity and buoyant bluegrass of Adam Guettel's score resounds with the sense that purity of spirit can overcome even the steepest odds.
Read our full review of "Floyd Collins." Through June 22 at Lincoln Center Theater's Vivian Beaumont Theater. Around 2 hours and 35 minutes with an intermission. lct.org.
A handsome star vehicle with a timely plea

Glenn Fleshler, left, and George Clooney. (Emilio Madrid)


History often repeats on Broadway, where revivals and remakes dominate over the new. But the stage adaptation of "Good Night, and Good Luck," starring George Clooney as Edward R. Murrow, speaks so directly to the present moment that if the story weren't true -- and the film hadn't already been made in 2005 -- it would seem almost pandering. This handsome and sensuously detailed production, from director David Cromer, elevates the grubby busywork of reporting the news into a finely choreographed art. Call it a rallying cry for integrity from both the media and the masses.
Read our full review of "Good Night, and Good Luck." Through June 8 at the Winter Garden Theatre. 1 hour, 40 minutes without an intermission. goodnightgoodluckbroadway.com.
A classic musical with an unparalleled star

Audra McDonald, left, and Joy Woods in "Gypsy." (Julieta Cervantes)


From Audra McDonald's first divine note, it's clear that her Mama Rose has been devilishly wronged. The "Gypsy" matriarch has been pegged for over half a century as the ultimate stage mom from hell, prodding her daughters with the pitchfork of her own shattered dreams. In director George C. Wolfe's brooding and heartfelt revival, it's impossible not to take her side: Were there any justice, this Mama Rose would have been a star.
Read our full review of "Gypsy." Ongoing at the Majestic Theatre. 3 hours with an intermission. gypsybway.com.
A zeitgeisty new play with youthful appeal

The cast of "John Proctor is the Villain." (Julieta Cervantes)


The most bracing and truthful moments in "John Proctor Is the Villain" achieve the full-throated vehemence of the best pop music. Exploring what has and hasn't changed about coming of age since 1692, playwright Kimberly Belflower filters "The Crucible" through the lens of #MeToo by putting Arthur Miller's drama into the hands of high-schoolers in rural Georgia in 2018. The result, which has become one of the most produced plays in the country since its premiere at Studio Theatre three years ago, arrives on Broadway with a dynamite cast -- led by "Stranger Things" star Sadie Sink -- leading a guts-deep excavation of the messiness of late adolescence.
Rad our full review of "John Proctor Is the Villain." Through July 6 at the Booth Theatre. About 1 hour and 45 minutes without an intermission. johnproctoristhevillain.com.
A dazzling love letter to live performance

From left: Christine Cornish, Jonathan Groff and Julia Grondin in "Just in Time." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman/Polk & Co.)


Jonathan Groff is kind-eyed, honey-voiced and all but irresistible as the chameleon crooner Bobby Darin. "Just in Time" travels the familiar narrative road of an artist's rise and fall, but immersive swank and charming personality set this bio-musical apart from even its most successful predecessors. ("Jersey Boys," watch your tail.) Staged nightclub-style by director Alex Timbers -- with seating on three sides plus cabaret two-tops down front -- the production fizzes with class and delight like a coupe of champagne.
Read our full review of "Just in Time." Ongoing at Circle in the Square Theatre. 2 hours and 30 minutes with an intermission. justintimebroadway.com.
An impeccably staged romantic comedy (between robots!)

Helen J. Shen, left, and Darren Criss in "Maybe Happy Ending." (Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman)


Art about artificial intelligence tends to warn us about the dangers of playing God and creating monsters. So there is an immediate element of surprise and delight to this swoony and only-slightly-dystopian rom-com between robots. The musical, like most science fiction, reflects on human experience but with an eye toward exploring our best impulses rather than our worst. It's a darling gem of a show with a big heart and a captivating sideways sensibility. And in a Broadway assembly line churning with revivals and remakes, it's a refreshing model of innovation.
Read our full review of "Maybe Happy Ending." Ongoing at the Belasco Theatre. 1 hour, 40 minutes with no intermission. maybehappyending.com.
A daringly original, supremely silly comedy

Cole Escola in "Oh, Mary!" (Emilio Madrid)


Writer-performer Cole Escola's demented, outlandishly fictionalized retelling of Abraham Lincoln's final days, through the lens of his wife, Mary Todd -- here, a sadistic and alcoholic wannabe cabaret star -- is the success story of the year. Wholly unique, deeply stupid and spit-wine-out-your-nose funny, "Oh, Mary!" should serve as an invitation for every artist with a harebrained idea to let their imagination roam free. Not only did the show leap from downtown to Broadway, it also broke box office records and recouped its investment. In an industry rife with safe bets, Escola renews our faith that sometimes getting weird as hell not only makes a fabulous show, but also leads straight to the bank.
Through June 28 at the Lyceum Theatre. 80 minutes with no intermission. ohmaryplay.com.
An unbelievable true story, ingeniously told

From left: David Cumming, Natasha Hodgson and Claire-Marie Hall. (Julieta Cervantes)


What possessed British spies to dress a cadaver as a pilot and deposit it off the coast of Spain with fake plans for an Italian invasion in tow? Creativity and chutzpah, which this production from the multi-hyphenate company SpitLip has in spades. The ingenuity of the storytelling matches the zaniness of the plot, which is exactly as it should be in musical comedy. In the spirit of Austin Powers, Monty Python and the high-concept farce of Alan Ayckbourn, "Operation Mincemeat" is both unabashedly goofy and exceptionally smart.
Read our full review of "Operation Mincemeat." Ongoing at the John Golden Theatre. 2 hours, 35 minutes with an intermission. operationbroadway.com.
A hypermodern take on a literary classic

Sarah Snook of "Succession" plays multiple roles in the new production. (Marc Brenner)


Sarah Snook's turn in "The Picture of Dorian Gray" is a fabulous tour de force -- cheeky, campy and captivating to the point of uncanny. This adaptation of the novel from director Kip Williams combines the pleasures of multiple forms -- literature, fine art and video design among them -- into a modern hybrid fueled by old-fashioned showmanship. Though you may ultimately feel like burying your nose in a book to make up for the glut of screen time, Snook's tremendous performance is among the year's best.
Read our full review of "The Picture of Dorian Gray." Through June 15 at the Music Box. Two hours without an intermission. doriangrayplay.com.
A powder-keg drama full of gasps and guffaws

The company of "Purpose." (Marc J. Franklin)


Over the course of one snowy Chicago night, "Purpose" aims to interrogate the legacy of the Black civil rights movement -- and the reality that its architects are as fallible as anyone -- through the lens of a family at its center. Littered with as many scandals as a nighttime soap and directed with a sitcom sheen by Phylicia Rashad, the play investigates the ironies of accruing power while fighting injustice, the political consequences of personal foibles and more. It's a lot -- too much for one drama to hold, ultimately -- but the result is nonetheless a feast of jaw-dropping tea and riveting food for thought.
Read our full review of "Purpose." Through July 6 at the Hayes Theater. 2 hours, 50 minutes with an intermission. purposeonbroadway.com.
A funny and heartfelt portrait of striving against the odds

Florencia Cuenca and the company of "Real Women Have Curves." (Julieta Cervantes)


"Real Women Have Curves" arrives on Broadway at a moment when seeing the humanity of immigrants -- however they're seen by the law -- has assumed head-spinning relevance. Don't expect a taste of medicine beneath the heaping spoonfuls of sugar: It's a laugh-out-loud musical comedy with a massive dose of heart. The show is based in part on the 1990 play by Josefina Lopez and is set three years before, when immigration reform signed by President Ronald Reagan extended amnesty to undocumented immigrants. Hesitant to trust U.S. authorities and apply for permanent residence, the characters live under the threats of raids and deportation. The musical's coming-of-age story has a brighter outlook and richer detail than the 2002 HBO film (on which it is also based), and paints a fuller picture of the generational dynamics in immigrant families.
Read our full review of "Real Women Have Curves." Ongoing at the James Earl Jones Theatre. About 2 hours 15 minutes with an intermission. realwomenhavecurvesbroadway.com.
A tender and soaring tribute to the singular songwriter
This survey of Sondheim's work, the first since his death in 2021, captures the tremendous breadth of his artistry as the preemptive poet of the human condition. Handsomely directed by Matthew Bourne, the revue features an embarrassment of unforgettable performances from Broadway greats: Sondheim muse Bernadette Peters coos aching renditions of "Send in the Clowns" (from "A Little Night Music") and "Losing My Mind" ("Follies"). Beth Leavel gets her crack at "The Ladies Who Lunch" (from "Company"). And Lea Salonga delivers the show's most delightful surprise, a knockout Mrs. Lovett (from "Sweeney Todd") hocking "The Worst Pies in London" with a toothy smile.
Through June 15 at the Samuel J. Friedman Theatre. Around 2 hours and 40 minutes with an intermission. manhattantheatreclub.com.
A bracing revival with an unmissable star turn

Nicole Scherzinger in "Sunset Blvd." (Marc Brenner)


Nicole Scherzinger's radiance as Norma Desmond is difficult to overstate. She sings "As If We Never Said Goodbye," an aching one-sided duet with fame, with such delicacy and gut-slugging power that even Barbra Streisand, who covered it the same year the musical came to Broadway in 1994, might consider retiring the song from her repertoire. Scherzinger, who moves with the steely grace of an exacting ballet mistress, is almost absurdly glamorous. She has the rare, unflinching magnetism of an exotic bird and commands the spotlight with bone-chilling intensity. Does all that make it hard to believe her Norma Desmond is a has-been hanging on by a thread? Yes, laughably so. But if buying Norma's fragility is a major casualty, the pleasures of such a tremendous performance are worth the sacrifice.
Read our full review of "Sunset Blvd." Through July 13 at the St. James Theatre. 2 hours, 35 minutes including intermission. sunsetblvdbroadway.com.
This story has been updated.
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Cowabunga! 'The Surfer' is a sunbaked Cage match.
Nicolas Cage brings madness to the Method in a sandy thriller set in Australia.
By Ty Burr | 2025-05-01

Julian McMahon and the cast of "The Surfer." (Roadside Attractions)


"The Surfer" is the kind of Nicolas Cage movie we've been getting a lot of lately -- the kind that's mostly about Nicolas Cage rather than any character he's signed on to play. The Cage brand in all its gonzo dedication -- the baroque line readings, the tireless work ethic, the fascinating lack of discernment in choosing projects -- has become a selling point, especially to a younger generation of fans who worship his go-for-broke spark as a badge of honor and a beacon of honesty in a corrupt, corporatized entertainment culture.
They aren't necessarily wrong, but I wonder if "The Surfer" might be a better movie with a different lead actor -- one less rewarded for catering to his own outlaw mythology. The movie's a male-meltdown special about a bourgeois prat trying to get back to his roots and instead being humiliated by a crew of beach thugs; set in Australia, it starts out in "Straw Dogs" territory before venturing into a surreal, parodic meditation on masculine identity and Tony Robbins-style men's movement booshwah. It is, in other words, a lot, even before you airlift Cage in like a Method-acting maraschino cherry on top.
The star plays "The Surfer" -- the script by Thomas Martin doesn't give him any other name, so you know he's supposed to be, like, iconic -- who, when the movie opens, is trying to get back to the beach in the most desperate way possible. A businessman with a failed marriage and a failed life, he's arrived at remote Luna Bay -- the film was shot in Western Australia, south of Perth -- to buy back his childhood home above the dunes and get in a day on the waves with his estranged teenage son (Finn Little). (Cage's American accent gets explained with a throwaway bit of dialogue that doesn't convince; wherever this character is from, it's away.)
"Oy! Locals only! Don't live here, don't surf here," father and son are warned by a hulking beach boy (Alexander Bertrand), and our hero's attempts to force the issue only bring down further wrath from the gang headed by the smooth-talking Callahan (Julian McMahon), who oozes a silky, vicious misogyny. After the son heads back home, the Surfer becomes marooned in the beach parking lot miles from anywhere, forced to sleep in his power-drained EV while his yuppie accoutrements -- cellphone, watch, shoes, surfboard, pride -- are stripped from him over the course of several days.

Nicolas Cage in "The Surfer." (David Dare Parker/Roadside Attractions)


Everyone seems in on the conspiracy of his unmanning: a nearby cop (Justin Rosniak), a food truck proprietor (Adam Sollis), the local real estate agent (Rahel Romahn), a lady with a dog (Nina Young), a trio of underage surf punks. By day three, the Surfer has been reduced to a gibbering wreck, and if you expect a Nicolas Cage rage tantrum to rise phoenixlike out of the character's twitching self-abasement, you do not have long to wait. I fully anticipate the frenzied phrase "Eat the rat!" will enter the Cage lexicon just behind "Oh, no, not the bees!" (from 2006's "The Wicker Man") and the actor's whole-body recitation of the alphabet in 1988's "Vampire's Kiss."
But, see, "Vampire's Kiss" had a sense of tragedy to go with the freak show -- an obnoxious but insecure young man losing himself to madness -- while "The Surfer" has a lot of ideas and not quite enough sense to go with the sensation. The director, Lorcan Finnegan, is an Irish up-and-comer in the New Horror school -- his 2019 "Vivarium" won a distribution prize at Cannes -- and I'm betting he has seen 1971's "Wake in Fright," a notorious Australian cult movie about an outback town steeped in macho devolution. That film is genuinely sweaty, weird and frightening, whereas "The Surfer" feels overthought and underwritten, a cacophony that builds to an undeserved power chord of acceptance, transcendence and retribution.
Anyway, any filmmaker casting Cage these days risks outsourcing the weird without doing the work themselves. The actor's performances can feel of a piece with coherent works of craziness like "Mandy" (2018), "Pig" (2021) and "Longlegs" (2024), less so in a boilerplate studio thrill ride like "Renfield" (2023) or the self-reverential "The Unbearable Weight of Massive Talent" (2022), in which Cage plays Cage (or the public's idea of Cage) in a movie that disappears up its own tail. In "The Surfer," he never seems more than a guest star hired to ride the wave of gonzo. And while his fans will get what they came for -- eat the rat! -- the rest of us are stuck in the undertow.
R. At area theaters. Contains language, suicide, some violence, drug content and sexual material. 100 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2025/05/01/surfer-nicolas-cage-movie-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Diddy allegations are shocking. Were they also business as usual?
The music industry is reeling from the sex abuse scandal surrounding Sean "Diddy" Combs, with many calling for greater accountability and protections for women.
By Geoff Edgers | 2025-05-01
In late 2022, well before Sean "Diddy" Combs got into real trouble, a man in Los Angeles approached Tanea Wallace with an offer.
The man was a scout for Soft White Underbelly, photographer Mark Laita's YouTube channel about people struggling with issues such as abuse or addiction. Wallace, an aspiring singer who sometimes made money doing sex work, took Laita up on it, for $300, sitting for his camera and talking about her life.
In the interview, she recounted an alleged incident from 2018 -- a crown prince of Brunei flew her from Los Angeles to Miami with a promise to help her singing career. Once there, he took her to a party on Star Island, an uber-exclusive, man-made enclave home to celebrities such as rapper Rick Ross, retired basketball star Shaquille O'Neal and Combs. The music mogul was throwing the party. Security guards took her phone before she could wander through the property.
Wallace entered quite a scene, as she recently described in a Washington Post interview. Topless waitresses served drinks by the pool, she said. Inside, woozy partygoers were having sex as if nobody was watching. Wallace eventually encountered Combs outside on a patio couch. At some point, she says, he started masturbating.
But she says she'd had enough when Combs and their mutual acquaintance, Prince Abdul Azim of Brunei, who died in 2020 at age 38, asked her whether she would fly with them out of the country to Cuba the next day.

Tanea Wallace, seen in Los Angeles on Nov. 29, says she was disturbed by a sex party she attended at Diddy's Miami Beach home in 2018. (Maya Iman/For The Washington Post)


"I was freaked," Wallace says, adding that she not only left the party but also headed back home to Los Angeles after the incident. "I was happy to just ... be able to get away from it and get out of it and not really become a victim, but I kind of still felt like a victim, because I didn't want to do music anymore." (Representatives for Combs declined to comment, but after Wallace appeared in a TMZ documentary about Combs's parties, his attorneys told the outlet that her account was "completely and categorically false.")
When her Soft White Underbelly interview posted on Dec. 31, 2022, more than 75,000 people viewed it the first day. Yet Wallace's story was just one more passing glimpse into the almost banal acceptance of Combs's world, barely registering to the many who work in his industry. After all, Combs's bacchanalia had been a late-night punch line. In 2002, he joked on "Late Night With Conan O'Brien" about locking women in at his parties: "Got to keep them there," he said.
In this world, the rules have always been different. Here, against a backdrop of fame and exclusivity, overlooked behavior and permissiveness are part of the brand. A moneymaking star might attract sex workers, hangers-on and ambitious young people looking for their big break. There, always in the background, these strivers form a shadow world and can be vulnerable to abuse. If they do speak out, the industry's penchant for contracts and confidentiality clauses can be a particularly useful method for guaranteeing silence.

Sean "Diddy" Combs and Casandra "Cassie" Ventura in 2013 in New York City. Ventura alleged years of physical and sexual abuse, coercion, and sex trafficking by Combs in a 2023 lawsuit. (Shareif Ziyadat/FilmMagic/Getty Images)


For Combs, it has all come under intense scrutiny after former girlfriend Casandra "Cassie" Ventura's accusations led to an onslaught of lawsuits from others, a sensational arrest and a federal investigation accusing the mogul of abusing women as part of a sex trafficking ring. Combs, who is now in jail awaiting trial, is alleged to have threatened and coerced women to take part in drug-fueled "freak offs," described by federal prosecutors as multiday group sex parties that he would film for his own entertainment -- and use to threaten participants afterward. If convicted, Combs could face life in prison.
Combs has pleaded not guilty to the federal charges, and his trial is set to begin in May.
It could take years to sort out the more than 70 other sexual assault lawsuits that have been filed by alleged victims, both men and women, including sex workers and those struggling to break into the music and fashion businesses.
According to The Post's analysis of the filings, at least four people have accused Combs of using hush money or nondisclosure agreements (NDAs). At least 16 people claim they were threatened to stay silent. In his February lawsuit against Combs, Bad Boy co-founder Kirk Burrowes alleges that Combs engaged in a "deeply disturbing pattern of sexual abuse, coercion, violence, and intimidation."
Combs has denied the allegations.
"It is unfortunate that anyone can file a complaint even without any proof. No matter how many lawsuits are filed, it won't change the fact that Mr. Combs has never sexually assaulted or sex-trafficked anyone -- man or woman, adult or minor," Combs's attorneys told The Post in a statement.
Still, much of Combs's behavior was in plain view. He fired a gun into the air at a crowded nightclub in 1999 (he was acquitted after arguing that it was self-defense), was charged with assault and criminal mischief in the beating of record executive Steve Stoute (who agreed to a settlement) that same year, and screamed at his girlfriend-slash-protegee, Ventura, in full view of her friends.
That last incident took place at Ventura's 29th birthday in 2015. Her friend, songwriter Tiffany Red, recalls Ventura not wanting to go anywhere with Combs, only to be whisked away by him and his security men.
"For 30 years, Puff has been violent in front of people," Red says. "People might not have known he was [allegedly] sex trafficking -- that includes me -- but we all knew he was violent."
Then there were the White Parties, described in society pages as see-and-be-seen events, where topless women embraced as Combs poured champagne over them for the cameras while an assortment of bold-faced names -- Leonardo DiCaprio, Jay-Z, Salman Rushdie -- mingled in the Hamptons. At least eight people have come forward to allege that they were sexually abused at Combs's celebrity-packed events. (The mogul has denied allegations of sexual misconduct at the parties. "It's disappointing to see the media and social commentators twist these cultural moments into something they were not," a spokesperson for Combs told The Post last year.)
In the months after Wallace's Soft White Underbelly video was posted, Combs remained untouchable. He released a new album, received MTV's Global Icon Award and was given a key to the city by New York Mayor Eric Adams.

Combs at one of his White Parties in Bridgehampton, New York. At least eight people have come forward to allege that they were sexually abused at Combs's celebrity-packed events. (Dimitrios Kambouris/WireImage for Bragman Nyman Cafarelli/Getty Images)


Only in May 2024 did public perception of Combs begin to shift. He had been sued months earlier by Ventura, after attempting to use familiar tools for accused celebrities: a payout and nondisclosure agreement. "Mr. Combs offered Ms. Ventura eight figures to silence her and prevent the filing of this lawsuit," Ventura's lawyer Douglas Wigdor said in a statement at the time. The pair reached a settlement for an undisclosed amount the following day.
But then footage leaked of Combs beating Ventura in a hotel hallway in 2016, a clip not even his former collaborators in the music industry could stomach. Combs posted a since-deleted video apology on Instagram, though it seemed to have little impact. (In March, Combs's defense team alleged that the video aired by CNN was "substantially altered" -- claims the news outlet has denied.)
"It was shocking and painful to see that video," says Ty Stiklorius, the longtime manager of John Legend and an advocate for greater protections for women in music. "And none of it surprised me."
A Post analysis of the filings, interviews with music world figures and sex workers, and documents from other cases reveal that Combs's behavior may be, in part, rooted in the long-standing practice of using nondisclosure agreements in the industry, which allowed talent to act with impunity.
"This is not a Diddy story," says songwriter Red. "This is an abuse in music story. The only reason he's the main character is because he's famous and Cassie is famous. But what happened with Diddy is business as usual."
Business as usual, perhaps -- but the allegations against Combs are on a scale rarely seen.
Combs used NDAs in other instances. In 2023, he made headlines by offering to return publishing rights to artists who recorded on his Bad Boy label. But former Danity Kane singer Aubrey O'Day, in refusing to accept his offer, noted that it came with a caveat.
"I have to release him for any claims or wrongdoings or actions prior to the date of the release," O'Day said on the "Only Stans" podcast. "I have to sign an NDA that I will never disparage Puff, Bad Boy, Janice Combs, or Justin Combs Music, or EMI, or Sony ever in public." (A representative for Combs declined to comment on O'Day's allegations.)

From left, D. Woods, Aubrey O'Day and Combs at the Hudson Theatre in 2009 in New York City. O'Day, a singer, said she refused to sign an NDA to get the rights to her music back from Combs. (Jerritt Clark/WireImage/Getty Images)


The lawsuits against Combs also list NDAs as the mogul's main instrument in keeping questions at bay.
NDAs are effectively a legal contract between parties to not discuss anything, good or bad. (A non-disparagement clause in a contract restricts employees from making negative comments.) In exchange, the second party receives compensation. If they violate the NDA, the penalty can be harsh, including a fine or a lawsuit, according to Anne Andrews, an attorney representing former Atlantic Records executive Dorothy Carvello in a case against the label and former label executives.
The Post's examination shows that NDAs and the corresponding payments are nothing new. They are a tool dating back to the days of the late mogul Ahmet Ertegun, who died in 2006 and is known for signing Led Zeppelin, the Rolling Stones and Ray Charles. They became a key weapon for convicted sex trafficker R. Kelly as he paid millions to young women and teenage girls to remain silent even as he continued to abuse others.
For more than two decades, "I Believe I Can Fly" singer Kelly recruited underage girls and sexually assaulted them, often on camera, and silenced them with payoffs and nondisclosure agreements that his label was aware of and indirectly funded through his record deal. (In 2022, Kelly was sentenced to 30 years in prison for crimes including the sexual exploitation of children; the following year, he was handed another 20-year sentence for similar crimes, to be served mostly concurrently.)
"The idea is to silence women," says Carvello, an artists and repertoire executive at Atlantic Records in the late 1980s who has filed a lawsuit alleging abuse by top executives, including Ertegun. "And if you continue NDA'ing women, the behavior never stops."
According to Carvello's lawsuit, the Atlantic offices were freewheeling men's clubs where sex toys, pornographic magazines and propositions were as standard as record-release parties.

"If you continue NDA'ing women, the behavior never stops," says former Atlantic Records executive Dorothy Carvello, pictured in 2019. (Amy E. Price/Getty Images for SXSW)


Another former Atlantic staffer, Jan Roeg, has also filed a lawsuit against the Ertegun estate, accusing him of sexually assaulting her and decades of harassment during her years at the label. Roeg, through her attorney, declined to speak with The Post.
In both lawsuits, Carvello and Roeg allege that Atlantic regularly used company money to pay off women threatening to go public with their stories about Ertegun. An Atlantic spokesman declined to comment on this and the Carvello and Roeg cases. (An attorney representing Ertegun's estate, which filed motions to dismiss both lawsuits, told The Post that they were "meritless.")
Those kinds of alleged hush payouts are noted in a lawsuit filed by Liza Gardner, a North Carolina woman, against Combs. Gardner was 16 in 1990 when she alleges that she was raped by Combs and singer Aaron Hall. (Combs has denied Gardner's claims and has filed a motion to dismiss her suit; court filings show that co-defendant Hall has not been served as lawyers attempt to locate his whereabouts. Hall could not be reached by phone and did not respond to The Post's emails requesting comment.)
Gardner's attorneys accuse Universal Music Group, which had a distribution deal with Combs's Bad Boy Records, and its subsidiaries of "covering up the sexual assaults ... by paying off the victims through unmarked international wire transfers." The complaint then lists demands for further information from Universal, suggesting that the corporation made several six-figure payments to victims between 2015 to 2023. (A Universal spokesman declined to comment on the lawsuit.)
"I think the point is how rampant it is," says Andrews, the attorney for Carvello. "You're just trying to meet people who say they're going to produce your record, and then you're drugged and sexually assaulted or criminal behavior ensues, and then you're essentially told that you have to sign a document. And women did this freely because they wanted to. They wanted jobs. They wanted to be employed. They didn't have the power."
Even when NDAs are not employed, it can take years for music industry leaders to notice bad behavior.
Jamal Rashid, a producer convicted of running a prostitution ring over a 12-year period, established a career working with Chris Brown, Nicki Minaj, Justin Bieber and others even as he was being investigated. Rashid, who uses the stage name Mally Mall, is now trying to relaunch his music career after his release from prison last year. He declined to speak with The Post through his attorney, David Bigney.
The Post found that, during his sentencing in 2021, Rashid submitted testimonials and letters of support from prominent music world figures (including former Columbia and Sony/ATV Music Publishing executive Shawn "Tubby" Holiday, Jay-Z's Roc Nation and Bieber collaborator Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd) and entered them into the court record.
Both Holiday and Boyd lived with Rashid during the same time period that he pleaded guilty to running the prostitution ring. All three parties told The Post that they did not write the letters.
"I didn't know there was a letter," Boyd says.
"That's not even my signature," Holiday says.
Holiday is no small player in the music world, having collaborated with big names such as Quincy Jones and Solange. He has worked at Combs's Bad Boy Records, Interscope, and Sony/ATV and is now an executive at Giant Records and Publishing.

Combs hosts a dinner for his Sean John "Unforgivable" fragrance aboard a yacht in St. Tropez, France, in 2006. Paris Hilton and Ivanka Trump were among the guests. (Stuart Morton/WireImage for MAC Cosmetics/Getty Images)


Holiday said he knew Combs professionally but never saw any of the "freak off" parties he has read about. He said that he never knew of Rashid's prostitution ring but confirmed that he did live with Rashid for a time in Los Angeles, an arrangement he described as one of convenience.
Holiday said that his relationship with Rashid was based on music. Rashid, who earned millions through his prostitution businesses, eventually built a recording studio in Las Vegas. Holiday, already established in the music business, helped him branch out, co-producing a song on Bone Thugs-N-Harmony's 2007 Top 10 album, "Strength & Loyalty."
"You've got to remember, I didn't know anything about his court case until I heard he was arrested," Holiday says. "Or going to jail. People hide what they want to hide from you."
Holiday wasn't the only significant music figure to share an address with Rashid. Boyd also lived in one of Rashid's homes, this one in Las Vegas.

Jason "Poo Bear" Boyd, seen in 2023, lived with producer Jamal "Mally Mall" Rashid, who was convicted of running a prostitution ring. "I didn't see him do anything that was bad," Boyd told The Post. (John Parra/Getty Images for the Recording Academy)


Boyd, reached by The Post, also denied that he knew about Rashid's prostitution business while living with him. He said his relationship with Rashid began because of his own misfortune. He was struggling financially and was homeless at the time they met. (The IRS filed a lien against Boyd while he was at the Las Vegas address.) In 2013, Boyd's fortunes would turn. That's when the rapper Lil Twist introduced him to Bieber. Over the next decade, Boyd would write four No. 1 singles with Bieber, including "Despacito (Remix)" and "I'm the One."
"When I met [Rashid], he was a good person," Boyd says. "And I thought I was a good judge of character. I didn't see him do anything that was bad. He was trying to be in the music business and he had a studio. It was just good energy, you know?"
Angela Williams, who worked for Rashid's prostitution business and later served as a government witness against him, is now an advocate for women struggling to get away from prostitution. When she watched Tanea Wallace talk about her experience with Combs, Williams was struck by the similarities to what she and others say they experienced under Rashid.
"There's the excitement of being blindsided by the glitter and the glam and the riches and fortunes," Williams says. "You go there thinking you're going to get spoiled like 'Pretty Woman,' and you end up having to do the spoiling on your knees."
Even now, Samantha Maloney declines to discuss the specifics of her case. That's because her settlement requires that she pay $60,000 for every public comment she makes about an incident she says occurred at the 2017 Grammys with Warner Music Group chief executive Stephen Cooper.
"This is how the cycle repeats," Maloney says. "You have no choice but to take the actual money and then they demand you stay silent."
A former drummer (for Hole and Eagles of Death Metal), Maloney was hired in 2014 as vice president of artists and repertoire by Warner. Three years later, she was at a Grammy party when her boss, Cooper, waved her over, according to email exchanges between attorneys representing WMG and Maloney acquired by The Post. In her account, Maloney says Cooper was with a younger woman -- not his then-wife, Nancy -- and he asked her whether she would join them for sex in their hotel room.

Samantha Maloney performs in 2009. Maloney's settlement with Warner Music Group requires that she pay $60,000 for every public comment she makes about an incident she says occurred at a 2017 Grammy party. (Tiffany Rose/WireImage/Getty Images)


Maloney turned him down and reported the incident to Warner's human resources department, according to the documents. Within months, Maloney was laid off from Warner for reasons "unrelated to the incident" and paid $45,000 in severance. When she asked to be hired back and given additional compensation, per the documents, WMG paid her $240,000 and had her sign a settlement agreement that included an NDA. (WMG also denied any wrongdoing in the paperwork.)
Today, Cooper denies Maloney's accusation and says she may have misheard him in a room that was very loud.
"The only threesome I've ever referred to in my entire career is with golf," Cooper told The Post. "And I have been involved with dozens upon dozens of companies. For decades I have never ever, ever in my career been accused of anything that has to do with harassment, whether it be verbal, psychological, sexual."
Cooper remained at Warner until 2023, when he retired at age 75. At the time of his retirement, his compensation was $17 million, according to Billboard magazine. Maloney, meanwhile, is no longer working in the industry. She said she has applied for jobs and believes her case has kept her from being hired.
"There's no good explanation why somebody of her caliber, aside from something punitive, wouldn't be working in the business," says Michael Howe, a former Warner Music Group A&R vice president who worked alongside Maloney.
The hope, for some, is that the Combs case may change that. Even if Ventura has an NDA, it wouldn't prevent her from being subpoenaed. Since the Combs accusations broke, Stiklorius, John Legend's manager, and songwriter Red have grown closer as they advocate for changes in the industry. They want to make recording studios safe, posting rules so everyone is conscious of them. Several Combs allegations are centered on experiences in studios.
"If you go on the Metro in L.A., there are signs that say your body is your body," Stiklorius says. "Nobody is to be touched or harmed or harassed in this space. If anybody threatens you or touches you or makes you feel uncomfortable, here is the hotline."

Ty Stiklorius, the longtime manager of John Legend and an advocate for greater protections for women in music, is seen at her L.A. home in December. (Philip Cheung/For The Washington Post)


Stiklorius knows this fear firsthand. At a 1997 party hosted by Combs on a yacht in St. Barts, she was looking for the disco room when a man directed her to a bedroom and then locked the door behind them. Luckily, she nervously talked her way out of the situation.
Now, she's thinking about not only Combs but also the seemingly endless stream of women she talks to in her work, whether signing artists or hiring for staff jobs. It seems as if they all have a story. It can be big or small. Persevering after dealing with unwanted advances and even sexual assaults. Simply having to remain silent as the boss and his buddy chuckle as they make tasteless comments about women.
"It's devastating every time you hear it," Stiklorius says, "but it doesn't surprise me in the least, because we have never had proper truth and reconciliation. And in the music industry, we've never uncovered so many of the things that have happened, the abuses, the exploitation. Hardly anybody is held accountable."
Alice Crites and Evan Hill contributed to this report.
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Do yourself a favor: Decline 'Another Simple Favor'
Anna Kendrick and Blake Lively star in a straight-to-streaming sequel that no one asked for.
By Ty Burr | 2025-05-01

From left, Stephanie (Anna Kendrick), Dante (Michele Morrone), Emily (Blake Lively) and Vicky (Alex Newell) in "Another Simple Favor," filmed off the coast of Italy. (Amazon Content Services)


"Another Simple Favor" is a textbook example of what I call the Location Vacation Movie: a film so dreadful that it's a mystery why actors of any credibility would have signed on -- until you realize they're getting paid to spend three or four weeks in a gorgeous setting, with hotels and meals covered. I'd go, and probably so would you -- who needs a script?
There certainly isn't one in this painfully unnecessary sequel to 2018's "A Simple Favor," a dark mystery-comedy of mismatched female bonding that was a sizable hit and that gave a welcome boost to its stars, Anna Kendrick (as tightly wound mouseburger mom Stephanie Smothers) and Blake Lively (as amoral, martini-guzzling party mom Emily Nelson). That film ended -- cover your eyes if you didn't see it and don't want spoilers -- with Emily going to jail for the murder of her twin sister and the attempted murder of her husband, Sean (Henry Golding), and Stephanie. Meanwhile, Stephanie freed her inner bad mama and became a true-crime podcast celebrity.
You would think that would have been the end of it, but no. The stars have regathered, along with director Paul Feig, to somehow spring Emily from jail -- it's never convincingly explained how or why the character's been granted parole, but there's the American justice system for you -- and head to Capri, off the coast of Italy, for her lavish wedding to Dante (Michele Morrone), a former boyfriend with the physique of a romance-novel cover model and the mob ties of Vito Corleone. For a dash of further implausibility, Emily asks Stephanie to be her maid of honor, notwithstanding that her onetime best friend is the reason she went to jail in the first place.
Why? Does Emily have revenge in mind or something even darker? Don't ask because no one here seems to know, and, anyway, Capri is calling and it looks great. There we're reintroduced to Emily's ex, Sean, now somehow transformed from a genteel novelist to a vulgar drunk, and Emily's demented born-again mother, played by poor Elizabeth Perkins in a blond wig because the first film's Jean Smart lived up to her name and got out while she could.
New characters include Dante's silky, homicidal Mafia mamma (Elena Sofia Ricci, the classiest thing in a bargain-basement movie); Emily's Aunt Linda (Allison Janney), who's too nice to not be up to something; and Stephanie's agent/assistant Vicky (Alex Newell of "Glee"), who's here to fill the plus-size Black lady comic relief slot and is forced to spout reaction lines ("Lord have mercy!") like the second coming of Hattie McDaniel.

Anna Kendrick, left, and Blake Lively star in "Another Simple Favor." (Lorenzo Sisti/Amazon Content Services)


The locations, as mentioned, are lovely. A number of scenes double as full-on wedding porn, and Renee Ehrlich Kalfus's costumes for Emily are entertainingly over the moon enough to almost make "Another Simple Favor" bearable. At around the midpoint, after someone gets killed, and then another someone, you're inclined to stick around just to see how the filmmakers climb out of the hole they've dug for themselves. Anita Pititto has a very funny couple of scenes as an annoyed maid.
Those are the good points. But the screenplay, dear God, the screenplay. Written by the first film's Jessica Sharzer with Laeta Kalogridis ("Shutter Island"), and based on characters in Darcey Bell's original 2017 novel, it is a cringe contest of forced banter, bald exposition, dialogue that sags rather than snaps and plot developments that don't twist so much as spiral into incredulity like a failed SpaceX launch.
The two stars do what they can. For Kendrick, that involves a lot of heavy lifting to make Stephanie's moments of peril seem giddy and lighthearted; the dialogue is dire, but she wrings a few laughs from the quicksilver spin she gives it. Lively, who was the first movie's antic ace in the hole, has less to work with, since no one here seems able to decide whether Emily is to be pitied or sent back to prison. The film's lighting and makeup flatter neither actress, but that's a minor offense compared with the assault and battery represented by the movie as a whole.
"Another Simple Favor" is skipping theaters and heading straight to Prime Video, where you may find it an acceptably inane postcard from abroad, given that you're not technically paying for it. But to paraphrase the T-shirt, everyone here went to the Isle of Capri and all we got was this lousy movie.
R. Available on Prime Video. Contains violence, sexual content, nudity, language throughout and suicide. 120 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Tina Fey's reboot of 'The Four Seasons' feels like a throwback
Think "Friends" but middle-aged, starring Fey and Steve Carell, and filtered through Alan Alda.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-05-01

Will Forte as Jack and Tina Fey as Kate in Netflix's "The Four Seasons." (Jon Pack/Netflix)


"The Four Seasons" might look at first glance like a knockoff of "The White Lotus," Mike White's astringent comedy about the ultrarich and the staff serving them at a luxury hotel chain based on the Four Seasons resorts. Here, too, wealthy vacationers, played by the likes of Tina Fey and Steve Carell, both of whom have built careers on exceptional satire, agonize over first-world problems in opulent settings.
But "The Four Seasons" comes out of a different comedic strain entirely. The eight-episode miniseries is based on the popular 1981 Alan Alda film of the same name, which New York Times film critic Janet Maslin praised at the time as "a fond, generous movie about characters who might have easily lent themselves to satire." That the potential satire never quite materializes is key; this is a straightforward feel-good story that loves its characters too much to really lampoon them. The original starred Alda, Rita Moreno, Carol Burnett, Sandy Dennis, Jack Weston and Len Cariou as six middle-aged friends -- three middle-class couples -- dealing with the aftermath when one of the three pairs splits up.
Co-creators Fey, Lang Fisher and Tracey Wigfield decided to remake the movie as a miniseries. The result is a warmhearted but uneven TV rom-com that feels like the throwback it is. (Think "Friends" if the gang had kids in college.) The first two episodes are tight, ultracompetent comedy, wry and polished and cringey. From that point on, though, the show works so hard to fair-mindedly avoid turning any of its characters into bad guys that conflict barely has time to surface before it's good-naturedly squelched.
The chemistry of the ensemble is almost good enough for this not to matter. Fey plays Kate, the planner of the gang's quarterly excursions and the pragmatic counterpart to Will Forte's Jack, an amiable hypochondriac prone to sentimental speechifying. (Alda played Jack in the film.) Carell plays Nick, a restless hedge fund manager married to Anne (Kerri Kenney-Silver), a flighty potter who spends more time playing online farm games than making ceramics. Rounding out the group are Colman Domingo's Danny, a hard-partying designer, and his dreamy, sensitive Italian husband, Claude (Marco Calvani).

From left, Colman Domingo as Danny, Tina Fey as Kate, Erika Henningsen as Ginny, Will Forte as Jack and Steve Carell as Nick. (Francisco Roman/Netflix)


"The Four Seasons" is named for the four different vacations the three couples take together over the course of a single year. (Yes, you read that right: one vacation per season.) That premise, at a time when Americans are socializing less than ever before, might be the main thing preventing the show's world from feeling even a little bit real. Maybe in 1981 it was unremarkable for six middle-aged adults to gather that frequently. It's sufficiently unusual these days (unless you're super-rich) that the setup plays against the "ordinary people" typologies the show otherwise works hard to sketch out.
The series starts with a sharp, vivifying crisis: Nick reveals to his fellow husbands that he wants to leave Anne. The show explores how the group metabolizes the split and Nick's new, much-younger girlfriend, Ginny (Erika Henningsen). The result is an extended, frequently amusing obituary to the ease and comfort with which the friends used to gather. There's also some gentle, largely generic comedy about the generational divide between Gen Xers and millennial/Gen Z cuspers (including one extremely good joke about how well each demographic skis).

Steve Carell as Nick and Kerri Kenney-Silver as Anne. (Jon Pack/Netflix)


It's all pleasant and watchable and elaborately over-narrated; even the clashes with their college-aged children feel predigested. Because the characters are written as relatively intelligent, they are (almost) all able to comment, with irony and accuracy, on their own situations -- and analyze themselves and the way others are reacting. Calvani routinely steals the show as Claude, the one exception, whose approach to love differs from the thoroughly American, therapy-first approach everyone else uses to muscle through conflict. Kenney-Silver is particularly good as the left-behind spouse trying to gauge whether her place in the group was ever real.
The show never persuasively answers her (very good and objectively interesting) question, because the truth would be too sad. Instead, Anne receives warm and polite assurances, which the show seems to at least partially endorse. No one in "The Four Seasons" is difficult. No one is mean. In character-building terms, that's a little weird: There's altogether too much courtesy for a group this tight.

From left, Marco Calvani as Claude, Colman Domingo as Danny, Tina Fey as Kate and Will Forte as Jack. (Jon Pack/Netflix)


"The Four Seasons" comes closest to letting itself be "about" something when it focuses on Kate and Jack, whose relationship gets believably destabilized by Nick's apparent happiness with his new partner. Fey's role (which is Burnett's in the film) is the only one with some edge. As the group's planner and organizer, she's a keen observer and easily the meanest friend when drunk. Kate's irritation with the others -- and her friendship with Domingo's Danny, a rakish bon vivant -- anchors a series that sometimes drifts.
Maybe the problem is that the hangout comedies of yore -- which made the group the protagonist -- required some situational inertia to build in the conflict you need to make stuff funny. You've got to believe that people who annoy one another get together anyway; they've got nothing better to do. "The Four Seasons" structurally requires everyone concerned to dedicate massive effort (and income) to these get-togethers, and it isn't always clear why they do, or that they would.
In the end, though, it is -- like all rom-coms -- a fantasy. This one is about hanging on to the friends we made in other phases. It might also be a fantasy about the stories we told in other phases, and a lament that they don't quite make sense now. (One has twinges of this watching Carell and Fey, both of whom starred in a kind of comedy whose moment seems to have passed.) "The Four Seasons" is high-grade nostalgia. It's sentimental. It's funny. It might be more a feature than a bug that there isn't a single original idea in it.
The Four Seasons premieres May 1 on Netflix.
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Singer Michael Bolton has incurable brain cancer. What is glioblastoma?
The Grammy-winning singer-songwriter has been battling glioblastoma, an aggressive and often deadly brain cancer, since late 2023. He plans to keep fighting.

By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-05-01

Michael Bolton sings with the Boys Choir of Harlem before a baseball game at Yankee Stadium on Sept. 25, 2001, in the Bronx. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


American singer-songwriter Michael Bolton, whose enduring rock music career has earned him two Grammy Awards over the course of five decades, announced that he has a rare and incurable form of brain cancer called glioblastoma.
Bolton, 72, first revealed the formal diagnosis in an interview with People magazine set to publish this week and also confirmed it on social media. He vowed to fight the disease after revealing last year that he was pausing his tour because of illness and that he had undergone surgery for a brain tumor.
"Succumbing to the challenge is not an option," he told the magazine. "You're really quickly drawn into a duel. I guess that's the way you find out what you're made of."
Glioblastoma, although rare, accounts for about half of all brain tumor diagnoses, according to the National Brain Tumor Society, with the average age of diagnosis around 65. Though it was first identified in scientific literature more than 100 years ago, only a handful of drugs or devices have been approved by the Food and Drug Administration to treat the disease.
About 90 percent of glioblastoma patients experience a recurrence of the tumor at its original site, a 2021 study stated. Already, Bolton has defeated incredible odds by surviving more than a year since his diagnosis.
About 15,000 Americans are diagnosed with the disease each year, the National Foundation for Cancer Research says, meaning it accounts for about 1 percent of all invasive forms of cancer. "Although considered a rare cancer, doctors are seeing an increase in cases of the aggressive and deadly brain cancer that's notoriously hard to treat," the foundation stated.

Michael Bolton with his Grammy Award for best male pop vocal performance in 1990. He won for his song "How Am I Supposed to Live Without You." (Douglas Pizac/AP)


Bolton told People he is facing "a reality of mortality" and has been meditating daily and playing golf, while also spending time with his numerous children and grandchildren in Connecticut, according to the interview. He also exercises with a personal trainer and does "voice therapy" with an online coach, the magazine reported.
"Suddenly a new light has gone on that raises questions, including 'Am I doing the best that I can do with my time?'" he told the magazine.
On Instagram, he said he hopes that sharing his cancer diagnosis and his experience "might offer comfort to other families facing similar challenges, and perhaps even inspire those navigating their own adversity." He also thanked his family and friends for being by his side.
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Bill Belichick and Jordon Hudson's relationship is everyone's business now
Bill Belichick and girlfriend Jordon Hudson are the main characters of a national conversation after a startling CBS Sunday Morning interview with Tony Dokoupil
By Emily Yahr | 2025-05-01

Bill Belichick and Jordon Hudson at the NFL Honors in New Orleans in February. (Todd Rosenberg/Getty Images)


Even without the train-wreck ending, Bill Belichick's interview on "CBS Sunday Morning" would have drawn a lot of eyeballs. The notoriously gruff and reclusive football coach has always been an object of fascination -- especially in the past year, given his startlingly public relationship with 24-year-old beauty pageant veteran Jordon Hudson. Their nearly 50-year age gap has fueled countless headlines since they confirmed their romance last summer, and they appear happy to add to the discourse with red carpet appearances and social media posts.
But no tabloid story could compete with what happened when Belichick, 73, showed up on CBS to promote his new book, "The Art of Winning: Lessons From a Life in Football." In one brief but excruciating behind-the-scenes moment captured on camera, Hudson interrupted the interview to shoot down a question that host Tony Dokoupil asked the coach. Suddenly, Hudson's increasingly influential role in Belichick's life and career vaulted into the national conversation, thanks to the still-potent reach of broadcast television.
"Bill Belichick Has a Problem Named Jordon Hudson," warned Fox Sports Radio. CBS Boston chatted with Patriots fans, who called the interview "weird" and "cringe-y." TMZ Sports stationed a videographer outside a New York City hotel where the couple stayed this week. On "The View," the Hudson interruption was analyzed as one of the show's hot topics, as Sunny Hostin deemed it "kind of inappropriate and improper."
"I don't think you should judge," Joy Behar cracked. "Maybe she has a nursing degree."
On Wednesday, Belichick addressed the controversy with a statement released through the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he recently signed a five-year contract to be the head coach of the football program. Belichick said he told his book publicist that he wanted any interviews to just focus on the book, but that "that expectation was not honored" when Dokoupil asked about "unrelated topics."
"After this occurred several times, Jordon, with whom I share both a personal and professional relationship, stepped in to reiterate that point to help refocus the discussion. She was not deflecting any specific question or topic but simply doing her job to ensure the interview stayed on track."
Belichick complained that the aired segment, taken from a 35-minute conversation with Dokoupil, "presents selectively edited clips and stills from just a few minutes of the interview to suggest a false narrative -- that Jordon was attempting to control the conversation -- which is simply not true."
CBS said Wednesday that "there were no preconditions or limitations" placed on the interview.
The interview started like the kind of gentle celebrity sit-down that "CBS Sunday Morning" is known for. Dokoupil ribbed Belichick about showing up in a tattered sweatshirt -- his trademark style --and asked about the dynasty he built with the New England Patriots. Things got uncomfortable when Dokoupil noted that Belichick made no mention of Patriots team owner Robert Kraft in the book. Then it took a turn for the incredibly awkward when Dokoupil brought up Hudson, whom Belichick described in the book as his "idea mill and creative muse."
"Jordon was a constant presence during our interview," Dokoupil told viewers, as the screen flashed to a photo of Hudson conferring with Belichick when the cameras were off. As Dokoupil warmly asked Belichick about a relationship that "everybody in the world seems to be following," the camera zoomed out to show Hudson sitting to the side of the set, intensely staring at a monitor. Belichick assured him that he has never cared what anyone else thinks.
"How did you guys meet?" Dokoupil asked.
That's when Hudson cut in: "We're not talking about this," she said, in an exchange CBS enhanced with subtitles.
"No?" Dokoupil said.
"No," she said.
It's a question that has stirred constant intrigue for followers of the Belichick-Hudson relationship. In his statement on Wednesday, the coach reiterated their previous explanation that they met on a flight to Florida in 2021. (Hudson, who was in college at the time, shared this year that their "meetiversary" was Feb. 11, 2021, when Belichick autographed her logic textbook.)
The interview never recovered from Hudson's intervention, even as Dokoupil veered toward a seemingly safer topic -- the "charming" photos, as he called them, that Hudson posts on Instagram. In one, from Halloween, Belichick was costumed as a fisherman and Hudson a mermaid.
"What's the reaction been like?" Dokoupil asked. Belichick looked baffled. After a long pause, he said that while he is on social media, he doesn't follow it.
The fallout was immediate and intense. NBC's "Pro Football Talk" reported that Hudson interrupted the interview many more times than CBS producers ultimately aired, which could explain why they chose to include that brief glimpse of behind-the-scenes drama. (CBS News did not respond to The Post's questions about the interview.)
Ultimately, that choice by a respected network news program helped lend mainstream virality -- and no small measure of hilarity -- to a saga that has been burbling on a smaller scale in sports and tabloid culture for months.
In March, a higher education reporter at the Assembly broke the news that Belichick asked UNC communications staff to copy Hudson on his emails. The following month, the Athletic obtained the messages and found that Hudson, despite not being a university employee, shared her thoughts with staff about his public image. On Wednesday, the Athletic reported that Hudson was a key reason that "Hard Knocks" -- the long-running HBO documentary series that follows a different football team each season -- decided against bringing production to Chapel Hill. The publication cited sources who said Hudson wanted to be "heavily involved" in the show.

Bill Belichick and his girlfriend Jordon Hudson look on during a game between the North Carolina Tar Heels and the Duke Blue Devils in March. (Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images)


"This whole thing has changed so drastically in the past three days," said Charlotte Wilder, who co-hosts "The Sports Gossip Show" podcast with Madeline Hill, and is a lifelong Patriots fan who has worked in sports media for a decade. "The CBS interview was a massive inflection point, because it was so strange."
Wilder and Hill latched onto the Hudson drama much earlier than most. They suspected that there was more going on than your typical eyebrow-raising May-December celebrity romance last September when Belichick started an Instagram account, a move that seemed direly off-brand for the famously guarded and offline coach. (Belichick played into this when he announced he had finally joined "InstaFace.") Both co-hosts surmised this was as much a story about power dynamics as dating, as Hudson seemed to get involved in Belichick's work and public-image management -- a hunch confirmed by the UNC emails and reports of Hudson being listed as a manager on some of Belichick's LLCs.
Wilder theorized that the CBS interview stood out because it was a rare occasion where Belichick and Hudson were showcased on a platform they do not control, seemingly unprepared for the possibility that the program would use behind-the-scenes footage. And after months of Belichick presenting a new image -- Instagram photos of him doing "AcroYoga" with Hudson on the beach, for example -- the Dokoupil interview offered a reversion to the no-nonsense, humorless Belichick persona the public has known for years.
Wilder and Hill are hesitant to perpetuate tropes about younger women and older men; they noted that both the coach and his girlfriend have previously shown a certain prickliness in the spotlight. Belichick made no secret of his dislike of journalists during his tenure with the Patriots; on Tuesday, Hudson posted a screenshot of an email from her beau complaining about what he sees as the media's focus on negative aspects of his book. And Hudson often seems braced for combat with their social media "haters."
"Cheers!!! To our 3rd midnights' kiss," she wrote over a New Year's photo of them clinking champagne glasses. "I can't wait to take punches for you in 2025. Keep swinging, keyboard warriors. Your illusion of righteousness only fuels my authenticity."
Here, Hill, who writes the "Impersonal Foul" sports Substack, sees something of an us-against-the-world attitude.
Outwardly, it's business as usual for the couple, who attended the American Museum of Natural History luncheon on Tuesday in New York, where Hudson was seen wearing a substantial ring on her left hand. Next week, the Hancock, Maine, native will compete at the Miss Maine USA pageant.
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At the Met, an unsettling new vision of 'Salome' unfolds like a dream
The first new Metropolitan Opera production of "Salome" in 20 years takes a surreal, psychological approach to Strauss's 1905 opera.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2025-04-30

A scene from the Metropolitan Opera's gripping new production of Richard Strauss's "Salome." (Evan Zimmerman/Metropolitan Opera)


Describing the new Metropolitan Opera production of "Salome" feels a bit like recounting the details of a dream: The lines start to blur, the colors begin to drain, the details dissolve in the telling.
This, it seems, is by design. German director Claus Guth made his Met debut on Tuesday with a gripping vision of Richard Strauss's 1905 thriller that expands beyond the bounds of its single act into a surreal study of one of opera's most unhinged antiheroines.
Strauss built his "Salome" upon a libretto by Hedwig Lachmann, itself a German translation of Oscar Wilde's scandalous 1893 play of the same name, which first plumbed the dark psychological potential of the biblical tale -- like the lecherous gaze of Salome's stepfather, King Herod, the erotic power of her "Dance of the Seven Veils," or her own lurid fascination with the body of the imprisoned Jochanaan (most notably his head).
Guth's version feels fully situated in these subconscious levels. The setting is shifted from the  1st century A.D. to the waning years of the Victorian era; at times the monochromatic palace designed by Etienne Pluss (also making his Met debut) could be a model of Wilde's own dark imagination. This is especially so when the entire palace elevates to reveal a spindly staircase to the cavernous cistern below, where Jochanaan wastes away in chains.
Guth's black-and-white treatment might suggest a minimalist approach, but the creative team maximizes possibilities without excess conceptual clutter. This includes Ursula Kudrna's costumes -- like the animal masked revelers engaged in a pursuit out of "Eyes Wide Shut"; Olaf Freese's lighting design, which destabilized the set with its shifting shadows; and Roland Horvath's projections, which conjured a sinister fizz of white dust rising from the palace floor -- an insistent reminder of the cruelty below.

Gerhard Siegel, left, as Herod and Elza van den Heever, center, as Salome. (Evan Zimmerman/Metropolitan Opera)


But above the crisp conceptualization and clean execution of Guth's vision, "Salome" soars thanks to a stellar cast of singers.
Soprano Elza van den Heever debuted her Salome in Lydia Steier's 2022 production for Paris Opera, and her grip on the character was tight enough to leave marks. She brought the perfect balance of winsome innocence and iridescent rage to her performance, which highlighted the heat and heft of her instrument, but also her keen dramatic sensibilities.
In addition to van den Heever, there are six other Salomes -- ghostly iterations of the princess as she matures. They hang around the palace, lurk around the dungeon, and, one by one, perform a "Dance of the Seven Veils" that sheds garish light on her unstable state.
Baritone Peter Mattei, who recently sung Starbuck in the Met's "Moby Dick," was a magnificent Jochanaan. He was powerful enough bellowing from the offstage depths of the cistern, but was most moving in the flesh -- his big voice in defiance of the pale, gaunt body coiled in the corner.
Tenor Gerhard Siegel offered a dynamic and devilish Herod, his voice well-suited to the king's swings between power and impotence -- especially as he tries to win his stepdaughter's affections ("Salome, komm, trink Wein mit mir"). Mezzo-soprano Michelle DeYoung brought sharp intensity to her crimson-gowned Herodias. And tenor Piotr Buszewski sung a sympathetic Narraboth, whose departure in Guth's telling is a bit less self-imposed.

Soprano Elza van den Heever in "Salome's" title role. (Evan Zimmerman/Metropolitan Opera)


The night's other big star was Met music director Yannick Nezet-Seguin, who ably steered the nonstop ride through Strauss's whirlwind score, including its cache of sound effects (like the rising winds in the strings, or those ugly pinched notes on double bass that anticipate Jochanaan's beheading). And he ensured that Strauss's orchestral palette burst with all of the colors forgone onstage by Guth; the music bristles with xylophone, harmonium, castanets and a lowing heckelphone (an oboe of sorts first deployed in "Salome").
While Guth's "Salome" is pulled between extremes -- the unrelenting black of the palace and the chalk-white walls of the prison, for instance -- the magic of this production is the way it illuminates the gray area in between, the unresolved traumas and unanswered questions. Guth sheds just enough light on the opera for us to see it anew, but, smartly, not enough to wake us from the dream.
Salome runs at the Metropolitan Opera through May 24. metopera.com.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2025/04/30/salome-metropolitan-opera-review/
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-04-30

"In Slavery's Wake" will be on view at the National Museum of African American History and Culture through June 8. (Mignonette Dooley Johnson) 


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Six exhibitions are on view through May 18: "Transit: AU Master of Fine Arts Thesis Exhibition," "Alone, Together: Viewpoints from the Corcoran Legacy Collection," "Looking for Mushrooms: Bruce and Jean Conner in Mexico, 1961-62," "Monumental Washington," "#SerbiaInRealLife" and "Fred Folsom: Women Smoking and Last Call." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM
"Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence.
"Intrinsic Beauty: Celebrating the Art of Textiles," through June 14. The museum celebrates its 100-year anniversary with a showcase of its collection's masterworks. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN
"Setting Sail: The Story of Sea Cloud," through June 15. Photographs, models, paintings and more tell the story of the sailing yacht built by Marjorie Merriweather Post and husband E.F. Hutton in the early 20th century. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
*MIDDLE EAST INSTITUTE ART GALLERY
"Maximal Miniatures," through May 23. A showcase of 13 contemporary Iranian artists reimagining Persian miniature painting. 1763 N St. NW. mei.edu/art-gallery
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Descent From the Cross," through Monday. Works spanning five centuries examine how 21 artists depicted Jesus' crucifixion.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005.
"C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON
Four exhibitions are on view through May 25: "Milan Warner: Where Growths Sleep But Cannot Dream," "Brandon Morse: Gradually, All at Once," "Joshua Challen Ice: Something to Do With My Hands" and "A Passage of Force Through Matter: Current Painting." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org.
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through June 30. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Elizabeth Catlett: A Black Revolutionary Artist," through July 6. More 150 works from the D.C.-born sculptor and graphic artist capture the injustices she witnessed living in the United States and Mexico.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"In Slavery's Wake," through June 8. This immersive exhibition uses hundreds of objects, images and multimedia elements to explore the impacts of colonialism and slavery, as well as the legacies of Black freedom makers.
"Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Timeless Mucha: The Magic of Line," through May 18. More than 100 works from Czech painter and decorative artist Alphonse Mucha track his creative evolution. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"We Gather at the Edge: Contemporary Quilts by Black Women Artists," through June 22. A collection of 35 quilts examines Black history and culture through textile traditions.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM
"American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Japanese incarceration interrupted these artists' careers, but not their art
Works by Hisako Hibi, Mine Okubo and Miki Hayakawa are featured in "Pictures of Belonging" at the Smithsonian American Art Museum. 
By Maura Judkis | 2025-04-30

Miki Hayakawa's "One Afternoon" (circa 1935) is part of the Smithsonian American Art Museum exhibit "Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo." (Miki Hayakawa/New Mexico Museum of Art)


Gray is the predominant color of the landscapes Japanese American artist Hisako Hibi painted during the three years she spent detained in World War II incarceration camps. But she often topped her images of the bleak, blocky camps of Utah's Topaz War Relocation Center with a brilliant sky -- an orange sunset or luscious, puffy clouds. It was the one part of her view that wasn't completely immutable, and a reminder of freedom.
She inscribed the back of one painting: "Free, free, freeforme in the spacious sky/ I want to be free, as free as that cloud I see up above Topaz."
Hibi's work is on display at the Smithsonian American Art Museum in "Pictures of Belonging," along with the works of two other female Japanese American artists -- Mine Okubo and Miki Hayakawa -- whose careers were interrupted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 1942 order to imprison people of Japanese descent living in America after the attack on Pearl Harbor. The exhibition elevates them to their proper place in the artistic canon, telling a remarkable story of three women's intersecting circumstances and providing an opportunity to reflect on the individual capacity for creativity and resilience in exile.
All three women were members of the San Francisco Bay Area arts community before their displacement: Hibi and Okubo were sent to the Central Utah Relocation Center -- also known as Topaz -- and Hayakawa relocated to New Mexico, avoiding detention. Hibi and Hayakawa were Japanese immigrants, but Okubo was a U.S. citizen. In all, 120,000 people, including 70,000 American citizens, were incarcerated.
The three artists worked in dramatically different styles. Hayakawa's portraits are sumptuously fleshy, serious and still, with an almost ethereal light that emanates from her subjects. Okubo's style draws from comics and advertising with thick, blocky lines. Hibi's expressive landscapes convey the paradox of confinement amid the vast terrain beyond the camp walls.
Hibi was the only one of these artists who was a mother, and her work provides a glimpse into the intimate lives of women and children in the camp. She taught art classes and painted fellow residents and her own children as they lived their lives in captivity, as well as still life and interior portraits that document the banal scenery of incarceration. One painting, "A Bathroom," depicts women bathing their children in a communal tub, rendered in bleak grayscale. Another more vibrant still life shows off the corn that inmates grew.
Okubo helped establish a camp magazine, Trek, and worked as an illustrator for a camp newsletter. She sketched prolifically during her incarceration -- no photography was permitted -- and her drawings later became the graphic memoir "Citizen 13660," an important historical source documenting what life was like in the camps. It won the American Book Award in 1984.
"'Line-ups here and line-ups there' describes our daily life," she wrote in the book. "We line up for mail, for checks, for meals, for showers, for washrooms, for laundry tubs, for toilets, for clinic service, for movies." Her work for the prison camp media led to a job at Fortune magazine as an illustrator, which enabled her release from Topaz and resettlement in New York.
Hayakawa continued to paint portraits in New Mexico until her death, at age 53, of cancer. The two incarcerated artists' work goes in interesting directions after they left the detention center. Okubo experimented with cubism and abstraction, filling her canvas with joyful colors. Her figures became even more cartoonlike -- Botero-esque, round and childlike -- and she called them her "Happy Paintings."
Hibi, who moved to New York before returning to San Francisco, used brighter colors and looser brushstrokes, finding inspiration in traditional Japanese calligraphy and the changing seasons. One painting, "Eternal Seasons," seems to exemplify her transformation: Instead of a gray landscape on a horizon, it swirls with color and light. It looks like freedom.
Smithsonian American Art Museum, Eighth and G streets NW. americanart.si.edu. 202-633-7970.
Dates: Through Aug. 17.
Prices: Free.
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