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            It follows Indian missile strikes on Pakistani locations that killed 31 civilians a day earlier, including women and children, according to officials. (AP video by Muhammad Farooq)
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            The development came after India fired attack drones into Pakistan on Thursday, with one wounding four soldiers, the Pakistani military said, a day after missiles struck several locations and killed more than two dozen people. (AP video shot by Muhammad Farooq)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rubina Begum wails as she stands outside her house damaged by Pakistani artillery shelling, at Salamabad village in Uri ,north of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Mukhtar Khan)]
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[image: A big hole is seen on a rooftop of a house suspected to have been damaged in Indian drone attack as residents, behind, gather near a cordoned off site, where Pakistan's air defense system shot down a suspected Indian drone in Karachi, Pakistan, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Fareed Khan)]
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[image: People holding Indian national flags rally's in support of the Indian Army as they celebrate the success of 'Operation Sindoor', in Guwahati, India, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)]
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[image: Students place candles during a candle light vigil for children killed in the Indian missile strikes, in Islamabad, Pakistan Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)]
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[image: Traders burn an effigy of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during an anti-India demonstration, in Mulan, Pakistan, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Asim Tanveer)]
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            BABAR DOGAR, MUNIR AHMED, SHEIKH SAALIQ and AIJAZ HUSSAIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) -- India fired attack drones into Pakistan on Thursday, killing at least two civilians, the Pakistani military said. India, meanwhile, accused its neighbor of attempting its own attack, as tensions soared between the nuclear-armed rivals.
India acknowledged that it targeted Pakistan's air defense system, and Islamabad said it shot down several of the drones. India said it "neutralized" Pakistan's attempts to hit military targets. It was not possible to verify all of the claims.
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The exchanges came a day after Indian missiles struck several locations in Pakistan, killing 31 civilians, according to Pakistani officials. New Delhi said it was retaliating after gunmen killed more than two dozen people, mostly Hindu tourists, in India-controlled Kashmir last month. India accused Pakistan of being behind the assault. Islamabad denies that.
Both sides have also traded heavy fire across their frontier in disputed Kashmir, and Pakistan claimed it killed scores of Indian soldiers. There was no confirmation from India.

    
Late Thursday in Indian-controlled Kashmir, residents of the city of Jammu reported hearing explosions and sirens. 

    
    
    



    
        




    






    
    
    
Shesh Paul Vaid, the region's former director-general of police, said there was a complete blackout in Jammu following loud blasts. Vaid told The Associated Press that the Jammu Airport likely was under attack and that some of the 50 loud explosions he heard likely were because "our defense system is at work."
Indian officials did not immediately comment. Jammu is close to the Line of Control, the de factor border that divides the Kashmir region between India and Pakistan. 

    
Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has vowed to avenge the deaths in India's missile strikes, raising fears that the two countries could be headed toward another all-out conflict. Leaders from both nations face mounting public pressure to show strength and seek revenge, and the heated rhetoric and competing claims could be a response to that pressure.
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke Thursday to the Pakistani prime minister and India's External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, urging both sides to de-escalate the situation, the U.S. State Department said. 
The relationship between countries has been shaped by conflict and mutual suspicion, most notably in their dispute over Kashmir. They have fought two of their three wars over the Himalayan region, which is split between them and claimed by both in its entirety. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Kashmiri village boy walks inside a house damaged by Pakistani artillery shelling, at Salamabad village in Uri ,north of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Mukhtar Khan)]
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With tensions high, India evacuated thousands of people from villages near the highly militarized frontier in the region. Tens of thousands of people slept in shelters overnight, officials and residents said Thursday.
About 2,000 villagers also fled their homes in Pakistani-administered Kashmir.
Mohammad Iftikhar boarded a vehicle with his family on Thursday as heavy rain lashed the region. "I am helplessly leaving my home for the safety of my children and wife," he said.
India fires drones at Pakistan

India fired several Israeli-made Harop drones at Pakistan overnight and into Thursday afternoon, according to Pakistani army spokesman Lt. Gen. Ahmad Sharif, who said 29 were shot down. Two civilian were killed and another wounded when debris from a downed drone fell in Sindh province.
One drone damaged a military site near the city of Lahore and wounded four soldiers, and another fell in the garrison city of Rawalpindi, near the capital, according to Sharif. "The armed forces are neutralizing them as we speak," he told state-run Pakistan Television.
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In Lahore, local police official Mohammad Rizwan said a drone was downed near Walton Airport, an airfield in a residential area about 25 kilometers (16 miles) from the border with India that also contains military installations.

    
India's Defense Ministry said its armed forces "targeted air defense radars and systems" in several places in Pakistan, including Lahore.
Blackout in Gurdaspur district

New Delhi, meanwhile, accused Pakistan of attempting "to engage a number of military targets" with missiles and drones along the Line of Control that divides Kashmir and elsewhere along their border. "The debris of these attacks in now being recovered from a number of locations," it said.
At a news briefing, Pakistan's Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar on Thursday rejected India's claim that Islamabad carried out any attack in Indian Punjab. "These accusations are an attempt to incite anti-Pakistan sentiment among the Punjabi Sikh population in India," he said.
Seated alongside Dar, the military spokesperson, Sharif said Pakistan shot down 29 Indian drones after they violated its airspace. 
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Pakistani Information Minister Attaullah Tarar told parliament that so far Pakistan has not responded to India's missiles attacks, but there will be one. Later Thursday, Indian authorities ordered a night-time blackout in Punjab's Gurdaspur district, which borders with Pakistan.

    
The Harop drone, produced by Israel's IAI, is one of several in India's inventory, according to the International Institute for Strategic Studies' Military Balance report.
According to IAI, the Harop combines the capabilities of a drone and a missile and can operate at long ranges.
The two sides have also exchanged heavy fire over the past day. 
Tarar said that the country's armed forces have killed 40 to 50 Indian soldiers in the exchanges along the Line of Control. India has not commented on that claim. Earlier, the army said one Indian soldier was killed by shelling Wednesday. 
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Sikh Temple in Kashmir

Tarar denied Indian accusations that Pakistan had fired missiles toward the Indian city of Amritsar, saying in fact an Indian drone fell in the city. Neither claim could be confirmed.
India's Foreign Ministry has said that 16 civilians were killed Wednesday during exchanges of fire across the de facto border. 
Pakistani officials said six people have been killed near highly militarized frontier in exchanges of fire over the past day.
Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri denied that New Delhi has targeted civilians and a key dam, as Pakistan has alleged. He, in turn, accused Pakistani forces of targeting civilians, including at a Sikh Temple in Kashmir, where he said three Sikhs were killed.
Flights remained suspended at over two dozen airports across northern and western regions in India, according to travel advisories by multiple airlines. Pakistan resumed flights nationwide after a suspension at four airports, according to the Civil Aviation Authority.
___

Ahmed reported from Islamabad; Saaliq reported from New Delhi and Hussain reported from Srinagar, India. Associated Press writers Rajesh Roy in New Delhi, and Ishfaq Hussain and Roshan Mughal in Muzaffarabad, Pakistan, contributed to this report.
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    [image: Indian soldiers guard at a market in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Tuesday, May 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Mukhtar Khan)]
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[image: A motorcyclist drive through a checkpoint on an entry point to a garrison area, where a suspected Indian drone crashed, in Lahore, Pakistan, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)]
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[image: Police officers stand guard at an entry point to Pindi Cricket Stadium following the crash of a suspected Indian drone in the parking area, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/W.K. Youszai)]
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                                        ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) -- India and Pakistan have fought three full-scale wars since they gained independence from British India in 1947. They've also had dozens of skirmishes and conflicts, including one atop a glacier dubbed the coldest and highest-altitude battlefield in the world.
The latest escalation follows a deadly gun attack on tourists that India blames Pakistan for -- Islamabad denies any connection. But they don't fight wars like other countries.
The dominant factor is their nuclear weapons arsenal, a distinct way of deterring major attacks and a guarantee that fighting doesn't get out of hand, even when the situation is spiraling.
Here's how -- and why -- Pakistan fight the way they do:



    
        




    




Their nuclear arsenals can destroy each other
"Pakistan and India have enough nuclear weapons to wipe the other side out several times over," says security analyst Syed Mohammed Ali, who is based in Islamabad, the Pakistani capital. "Their nuclear weapons create a scenario for mutually assured destruction."
Both countries have "deliberately developed" the size and range of their stockpile to remind the other about the guarantee of mutually assured destruction, he adds.
Neither country discloses their nuclear capabilities but each is thought to have between 170 and 180 warheads that are short-, long- and medium-range. Both countries have different delivery systems -- ways of launching and propelling these weapons to their targets.

    
    
    
The arsenals are a defensive move to prevent and deter further fighting, because "neither side can afford to initiate such a war or hope to achieve anything from it," Ali says.
It might not look this way to the outsider, but nuclear weapons are a reminder to the other side that they can't take things too far.
But the secrecy around their arsenals means that it's unclear if Pakistan or India can survive a first nuclear strike and retaliate, something called "second-strike capability."

    
This capacity stops an opponent from attempting to win a nuclear war through a first strike by preventing aggression that could lead to nuclear escalation. 
Without this capability, there is, in theory, nothing to stop one side from launching a warhead at the other.
Kashmir at the crux of the dispute
India and Pakistan have each laid claim to Kashmir since 1947, when both gained independence, and border skirmishes have created instability in the region for decades. Each country controls a part of Kashmir, which is divided by a heavily militarized border.
The two archrivals have also fought three wars over Kashmir, where armed insurgents resist Indian rule. Many Muslim Kashmiris support the rebels' goal of uniting the territory, either under Pakistani governance or as an independent country. 
Border flare-ups and militant attacks in India-controlled Kashmir have prompted New Delhi to take an increasingly tough position on Islamabad, accusing it of "terrorism."
In the latest conflict, India punished Pakistan by hitting what it said were sites used by Pakistan-backed militants linked to a gun massacre last month.

    
A conventional military imbalance
India is one of the biggest defence spenders in the world, with $74.4 billion in 2025, according to the Military Balance report from the International Institute for Strategic Studies. It's also one of the world's largest arms importers. 
Pakistan is no slouch, spending $10 billion last year, but it can never match India's deep pockets. India also has more than double the number of active armed forces personnel than Pakistan does. 
While India's armed forces are traditionally focused on Pakistan, it has another nuclear neighbor to contend with, China, and it is increasingly concerned with maritime security in the Indian Ocean. Those are two factors that Pakistan doesn't have to consider in its security paradigm. 
Pakistan's long and narrow shape, together with the outsized role of the military in foreign policy, makes it easier to move the armed forces around and prioritize defense.

    
A pattern of escalation and defusing
Neither Pakistan or India are in a hurry to announce their military moves against the other and, as seen in the current flare-up of hostilities, it can take a while for confirmation of strikes and retaliation to surface.
But both launch operations into territories and airspace controlled by the other. Sometimes these are intended to damage checkpoints, installations, or sites allegedly used by militants. 
They are also aimed at embarrassing or provoking -- forcing leaders to bow to public pressure and respond, with the potential for miscalculation.
Many of these activities originate along the Line of Control, which divides Kashmir between India and Pakistan. It's largely inaccessible to the media and public, making it hard to independently verify claims of an attack or retaliation.
Such incidents raise international alarm, because both countries have nuclear capabilities, forcing attention back to India and Pakistan and, eventually, their competing claims over Kashmir. 
The fear of nuclear war has put the two countries at the top of the agenda, competing with the papal conclave, U.S. President Donald Trump's policies, and the Sean "Diddy" Combs trial in the news cycle.

    
No desire for conquest, influence or resources
Pakistan and India's battles and skirmishes are away from the public eye. 
Strikes and retaliation are late at night or early in the morning and, with the exception of the drone attacks on Thursday, they mostly take place away from densely populated urban centers. It shows that neither country has the desire to significantly harm the other's population. Attacks are either described as surgical or limited.

Neither country is motivated by competition for resources. Pakistan has huge mineral wealth, but India isn't interested in these and, while there are stark ideological differences between Hindu-majority India and Muslim-majority Pakistan, they don't seek control or influence over the other. 
Other than Kashmir, they have no interest in claiming the other's territory or exercising dominance.
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    White smoke pours out of the Sistine Chapel chimney, signaling the election of a new pope




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Watch live as cardinals choose the new pope. Candidates need a two-thirds majority, or 89 votes.


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            NICOLE WINFIELD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on the Conclave to elect the next Pope


    


VATICAN CITY (AP) -- White smoke poured from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel and the great bells of St. Peter's Basilica tolled Thursday after cardinals elected the 267th pope to lead the Catholic Church on the second day of their conclave.
The crowd in St. Peter's Square erupted in cheers, priests made the sign of the cross and nuns wept as the crowd shouted "Viva il papa!" after the white smoke wafted into the late afternoon sky at 6:07 p.m. Waving flags from around the world, tens of thousands of people waited to learn who had won.
The smoke signal means the winner secured at least 89 votes of the 133 cardinals participating in the conclave to elect a successor to Pope Francis. 
As the crowd waited, the Swiss Guards marched out and a military band played, marching up the steps to the basilica.
The name will be announced later, when a top cardinal utters the words "Habemus Papam!" -- Latin for "We have a pope!" -- from the loggia of the basilica. The cardinal then reads the winner's birth name in Latin and reveals the name he has chosen to be called.
The new pope is then expected to make his first public appearance and impart a blessing from the same loggia.

    
    
    
Eyes on the chimney
Earlier Thursday, large school groups joined the mix of humanity awaiting the outcome in St. Peter's Square. They blended in with people participating in preplanned Holy Year pilgrimages and journalists from around the world who have descended on Rome to document the election.
"The wait is marvelous!" said Priscilla Parlante, a Roman.
Pedro Deget, 22, a finance student from Argentina, said he and his family visited Rome during the Argentine pope's pontificate and were hoping for a new pope in Francis' image. 
"Francis did well in opening the church to the outside world, but on other fronts maybe he didn't do enough. We'll see if the next one will be able to do more," Deget said from the piazza.

    
The Rev. Jan Dominik Bogataj, a Slovene Franciscan friar, was more critical of Francis. He said if he were in the Sistine Chapel, he'd be voting for Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem who is on many papal contender lists.
"He has clear ideas, not much ideology. He's a direct, intelligent and respectful man," Bogataj said from the square. "Most of all, he's agile."
Some of the cardinals had said they expected a short conclave.
For much of the past century, the conclave has needed between three and 14 ballots to find a pope. John Paul I -- the pope who reigned for 33 days in 1978 -- was elected on the fourth ballot. His successor, John Paul II, needed eight. Francis was elected on the fifth in 2013.

    
Conjecture on contenders
The cardinals opened the secretive, centuries-old ritual Wednesday afternoon, participating in a rite more theatrical than even Hollywood could create. Bright red cassocks, Swiss Guards standing at attention, ancient Latin chants and oaths preceded the slamming shut of the Sistine Chapel doors to seal the cardinals off from the outside world.
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the 70-year-old secretary of state under Francis and a leading contender to succeed him as pope, assumed leadership of the proceedings as the most senior cardinal under age 80 eligible to participate. 
Parolin seemed to have received the blessings from none other than Re, the respected elder among the cardinals. During the traditional exchange of peace during the pre-conclave Mass on Wednesday, Re was caught on a hot mic telling Parolin "auguri doppio" or "double best wishes." Italians debated whether it was just a customary gesture acknowledging Parolin's role running conclave, or if it might have been an informal endorsement or even a premature congratulations.
The voting process
The voting followed a strict choreography, dictated by church law.
Each cardinal writes his choice on a piece of paper inscribed with the words "Eligo in summen pontificem" -- "I elect as supreme pontiff." They approach the altar one by one and say: "I call as my witness, Christ the Lord who will be my judge, that my vote is given to the one who, before God, I think should be elected."

    
The folded ballot is placed on a round plate and tipped into a silver and gold urn. Once cast, the ballots are opened one by one by three different "scrutineers," cardinals selected at random who write down the names and read them aloud. 
The scrutineers, whose work is checked by other cardinals called revisers, then add up the results of each round of balloting and write them on a separate sheet of paper, which is preserved in the papal archives.
As the scrutineer reads out each name, he pierces each ballot with a needle through the word "Eligo." All the ballots are then bound together with thread, and the bundle is put aside and burned in the chapel stove along with a chemical to produce the smoke.
___
Giada Zampano, Helena Alves and Vanessa Gera contributed to this report.

    
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    No verdict, mistrial declared, in trial of Michigan police officer who killed Congolese immigrant
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            The trial of a Michigan police officer charged with second-degree murder in the fatal shooting of a 26-year-old Black man ends in a mistrial, after the jury couldn't reach a unanimous verdict.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Jurors have begun deliberating over whether former Grand Rapids, Michigan, police officer Christopher Schurr was justified when he shot and killed Patrick Lyoya, a 26-year-old Congolese immigrant, three years ago.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Grand Rapids Police officer Christopher Schurr appears at the Kent County Courthouse in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, May 8, 2025. (Joel Bissell/MLive.com/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]
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[image: Body worn camera footage showing former Grand Rapids Police officer Christopher Schurr with a Taser7 and Patrick Lyoya is shown during the third day at the Kent County Courthouse with his wife Brandey in Grand Rapids, Mich. on Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (Joel Bissell/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]
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[image: Judge Christina Mims declares a mistrial after the jury could not reach a verdict in the murder trial for former Grand Rapids Police officer Christopher Schurr at the Kent County Courthouse in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, May 8, 2025. (Joel Bissell/MLive.com/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]
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            Judge Christina Mims declares a mistrial after the jury could not reach a verdict in the murder trial for former Grand Rapids Police officer Christopher Schurr at the Kent County Courthouse in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, May 8, 2025. (Joel Bissell/MLive.com/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of former Grand Rapids Police officer Christopher Schurr hug after Judge Christina Mims declared a mistrial at the Kent County Courthouse in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, May 8, 2025. (Joel Bissell/MLive.com/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)]
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            Supporters of former Grand Rapids Police officer Christopher Schurr hug after Judge Christina Mims declared a mistrial at the Kent County Courthouse in Grand Rapids, Mich., Thursday, May 8, 2025. (Joel Bissell/MLive.com/Kalamazoo Gazette via AP)
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            ISABELLA VOLMERT and ED WHITE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) -- A judge declared a mistrial Thursday after a Michigan jury couldn't reach a unanimous verdict in the second-degree murder trial of a police officer who shot Patrick Lyoya, a Black man, in the back of the head following a traffic stop in 2022.
The result came at the start of the fourth day of deliberations and was a partial victory for Christopher Schurr, who still could face another trial. The killing of Lyoya, a Congolese immigrant and father of two, sparked weeks of protest in Grand Rapids, especially after the city's police chief released video of the confrontation. 
"It hurts my family, my wife. We are bleeding. We are in pain," Lyoya's father, Peter Lyoya, said of the outcome, speaking through an interpreter. "We'll continue to fight until we get true justice for Patrick."
Defense attorney Matthew Borgula said he talked to jurors and learned that most wanted to acquit Schurr.

    
"We cannot declare victory because there really is no winning here. A man died, and that is a very serious thing," Borgula told reporters.
The mistrial occurred a day after three former Memphis police officers were acquitted in the beating death of Tyre Nichols after a traffic stop. His death was the first post-George Floyd case that revealed the limits of an unprecedented reckoning over police reform and racial injustice in Black America.

    
    
    
Video was played for days
Schurr shot Lyoya while on top of the 26-year-old, who was facedown on the ground. Schurr told jurors he feared for his life after losing control of his Taser during an intense struggle across front yards in a residential neighborhood.
Videos were an important part of the trial and were repeatedly shown to the jury, including critical images recorded by a man who was with Lyoya. The struggle with the Taser, which fires electrically charged probes, was central to Schurr's defense. 
The 34-year-old stared straight ahead as the mistrial was declared. One spectator sitting near the Lyoya family loudly objected to the result as he left the courtroom. Few members of the general public were present compared to earlier in the trial.

    
Judge Christina Mims had urged the jurors to keep working after they said Tuesday that they were struggling to reach a consensus. Besides murder, they also could consider a lesser charge of manslaughter.
Lyoya's family wants a second trial. Kent County prosecutor Chris Becker said he would need more time to decide, adding that he won't "bow to public pressure" from supporters or critics.
"We thought we put a good case forward. Obviously the jury thought differently," Becker said.

    
Foot chase turned tragic
The shooting happened on April 4, 2022, when Schurr, who was patrolling alone, stopped a Nissan Altima for improper license plates and requested Lyoya's driver's license.
Body camera and dash camera footage showed Lyoya running and the officer tackling him. They struggled and the officer wasn't able to subdue Lyoya with a Taser, which Lyoya was able to grab. Schurr repeatedly demanded he stop resisting and drop the Taser, then fired one bullet into his head.
Schurr testified he was "running on fumes" after the fight and in great fear because a Taser can cause "excruciating pain."
"I believed that if I hadn't done it at that time, I wasn't going to go home," Schurr said of shooting Lyoya.
The prosecutor, however, argued that the Taser had already been deployed twice by Schurr and could only be used in a different mode if Lyoya had decided to turn it against the officer.
Speaking to reporters Thursday, Becker said the jury was divided over the threat of the Taser and whether to focus on the exact moment of the shooting or the entirety of the encounter.

    
Experts filled witness chair 
It's not known why Lyoya was trying to flee. Records show his driver's license was revoked at the time and there was an arrest warrant for him in a domestic violence case, though Schurr didn't know it. An autopsy revealed his blood-alcohol level was three times above the legal limit for driving.
Besides Schurr's account of that day, jurors heard from witnesses who were described as experts in the use of force. Some were Schurr's fellow officers at the Grand Rapids department who supported him.
Defense experts said the decision to use deadly force was justified because the exhausted officer could have been seriously injured if Lyoya had used the Taser. The prosecutor's experts, however, said Schurr had other choices, including simply letting the driver run.
Schurr, a Grand Rapids officer for seven years, was fired shortly after he was charged.

Lyoya's family has said they came to the U.S. to escape prolonged civil unrest in eastern Congo. Lyoya ultimately joined a list of other Black immigrants who sought better lives in the U.S. only to suffer abuse or death at the hands of law enforcement, including Botham Jean, Amadou Diallo and Abner Louima.
___
White reported from Detroit.
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    Lawyers for man executed by firing squad in South Carolina say bullets mostly missed his heart
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            David Weiss, Attorney for Mikal Mahdi, discusses the autopsy results for Mahdi, which show the bullets meant to quickly stop his heart struck him lower than expected. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the South Carolina Department of Corrections shows the state's death chamber in Columbia, S.C., including the electric chair, right, and a firing squad chair, left. (South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP, File)]
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            This photo provided by the South Carolina Department of Corrections shows the state's death chamber in Columbia, S.C., including the electric chair, right, and a firing squad chair, left. (South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ron Kaz demonstrates outside the site of the scheduled execution of South Carolina inmate Mikal Mahdi in Columbia, S.C., Friday, April 11, 2025. (AP Photo/David Yeazell)]
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            This photo provided by South Carolina Department of Corrections shows Mikal Mahdi. (South Carolina Department of Corrections via AP)
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            JEFFREY COLLINS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- A man who was put to death last month in South Carolina's second firing squad execution was conscious and likely suffered in extreme pain for as long as a minute after the bullets, meant to quickly stop his heart, struck him lower than expected, according to a pathologist hired by his attorneys.
The lawyers called it a botched execution because they think either the volunteer prison employees who all had live ammunition missed or the target was not placed properly.
An autopsy photo of Mikal Mahdi's torso showed only two distinct wounds at the April 11 execution, according to the pathologist's report, which was filed Thursday with a letter to the state Supreme Court.
Mahdi chose to be executed by firing squad over lethal injection or electrocution in the killing of an off-duty police officer in 2004. 
All three guns fired simultaneously and prison officials believe all three bullets hit Mahdi with two of them entering his body at the same spot and following the same path, Corrections Department spokeswoman Chrysti Shane said Thursday. That has happened before when the firing squad team practices its job to fire at the inmate from 15 feet (4.6 meters) away.

    
A pathologist hired by attorneys for condemned inmates said there isn't enough independent evidence from the autopsy -- where only one photo of the body was taken and Mahdi's clothes weren't examined -- to make that conclusion.



    
        




    




"The shooters missed the intended target area and the evidence indicates that he was struck by only two bullets, not the prescribed three. Consequently, the nature of the internal injuries from the gunshot wounds resulted in a more prolonged death process," Dr. Jonathan Arden said.

    
    
    
Arden said that likely meant Mahdi took 30 to 60 seconds to lose consciousness -- two to four times longer than the 15 seconds that experts including Arden and ones hired by the state predicted for a properly conducted firing squad execution.

    
During that time Mahdi would have suffered excruciating pain as his lungs tried to expand and move into a broken sternum and ribs, as well as from "air hunger" as the damaged lungs struggled and failed to bring in needed oxygen, Arden said.
"Mr. Mahdi elected the firing squad, and this Court sanctioned it, based on the assumption that SCDC could be entrusted to carry out its straightforward steps: locating the heart; placing a target over it; and hitting that target. That confidence was clearly misplaced," Mahdi's attorneys wrote in the letter to the South Carolina Supreme Court.
Witnesses heard him cry out as shots were fired

    

Witnesses to the execution heard Mahdi cry out as the shots were fired, groan again some 45 seconds later and let out one last low moan just before he appeared to draw his final breath at 75 seconds.
Mahdi, 42, was executed after admitting he killed Orangeburg Public Safety officer James Myers in 2004, shooting him at least eight times before burning his body. Myers' wife found him in the couple's Calhoun County shed, which had been the backdrop to their wedding 15 months earlier.
The official autopsy did not include X-rays to allow the results to be independently verified; only one photo was taken of Mahdi's body, and no close-ups of the wounds; and his clothing was not examined to determine where the target was placed and how it aligned with the damage the bullets caused to his shirt, Arden said in a report summarizing his findings.
"I noticed where the target was placed on Mikal's torso, and I remember thinking to myself, 'I'm certainly not an expert in human anatomy, but it appears to me that target looks low,'" said David Weiss, an attorney for Mahdi who was also a witness at his death. 
A prison worker performs a chest X-ray on an inmate and a medical professional uses a stethoscope to place the target over the heart, Shain said.

    
Official autopsy report called into question
In the official autopsy report, pathologist Dr. Bradley Marcus wrote that the reason there were only two wounds is that one was caused by two bullets entering the body at the same spot.
Arden called that virtually unheard of in his 40 years of examining dead bodies and said Marcus told him in a conversation that the possibility was remote. 
The autopsy found damage in only one of the four chambers of Mahdi's heart -- the right ventricle. There was extensive damage to his liver and pancreas as the bullets continued down. 
"The entrance wounds were at the lowest area of the chest, just above the border with the abdomen, which is an area not largely overlying the heart," Arden wrote.
In their conversation Marcus also said the severe amount of liver damage was not anticipated and he "expected the entrance wounds to be higher on the chest," Arden wrote in his report. 
Marcus declined to talk about the autopsy when reached by phone Thursday morning.

    
Autopsy on first man killed by firing squad showed obliterated heart
In contrast the autopsy on Brad Sigmon, the first man killed by firing squad in the state, showed three distinct bullet wounds and his heart was obliterated, Arden said. He added that the autopsy report in that case included X-rays, adequate photos and a cursory examination of his clothes.
Without X-rays or other internal scans to follow the path of the bullets through Mahdi's body, no additional light could be shed on the two-bullets-through-one-hole claim, Arden said. 
Weiss said he was stunned that so little was done in the autopsy even after the pathologist saw only two holes in his chest. The apparent errors in how the execution was carried out are a major problem, he asserted.
"I think that raises incredibly difficult questions about the type of training and oversight that is going into this process," Weiss said.
"It was obvious to me as a lay person upon reading his autopsy report that something went wrong here. We should want to figure out what it was that went wrong when you've got state government carrying out the most serious, most grave possible type of function," Weiss said.
Mahdi's body was cremated preventing a second autopsy, Weiss said.
South Carolina allows condemned inmates to chose method of death
South Carolina allows condemned inmates to choose whether to die by lethal injection, electric chair or firing squad. Three in the past year have chosen lethal injection, but the past two opted for the firing squad, saying they feared the other methods -- autopsies have shown that lethal injection causes a rush of fluid into the lungs, and burns have been found on bodies after electrocutions.
"The purpose of South Carolina's choice provisions is to guarantee 'that a condemned inmate in South Carolina will never be subjected to execution by a method he contends is more inhumane than another method that is available,'" Mahdi's lawyers wrote, quoting the state Supreme Court's decision to allow executions. "An understanding of how this botch occurred is essential for that choice to have any meaning at all."

Twenty-six people remain on South Carolina's death row. Stephen Stanko, who has two death sentences for murders in Horry County and Georgetown County, has run out of appeals and likely will be scheduled to die in June.
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    Deadly April rainfall in US South and Midwest was intensified by climate change, scientists say
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[image: A mobile home park floods where rising waters of the Little Sugar Creek meet the Ohio River, Monday, April 7, 2025, in Napoleon, Ky. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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            A mobile home park floods where rising waters of the Little Sugar Creek meet the Ohio River, Monday, April 7, 2025, in Napoleon, Ky. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A home is flooded by the Kentucky River, Lockport, Ky., Tuesday, April 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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            By 
            ISABELLA O'MALLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Human-caused climate change intensified deadly rainfall in Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee and other states in early April and made those storms more likely to occur, according to an analysis released Thursday by the World Weather Attribution group of scientists.
The series of storms unleashed tornadoes, strong winds and extreme rainfall in the central Mississippi Valley region from April 3-6 and caused at least 24 deaths. Homes, roads and vehicles were inundated and 15 deaths were likely caused by catastrophic floods.
The WWA analysis found that climate change increased rainfall intensity in the storms by 9% and made them 40% more likely compared to probability of such events in the pre-industrial age climate.
Some of the moisture that fueled the storms came from the Gulf of Mexico, where water temperatures were abnormally warm by 1.2degC (2.2degF) compared to pre-industrial temperatures. That warming was made 14 times more likely due to climate change, according to the researchers from universities and meteorological agencies in the United States and Europe.

    
Rapid analyses from the WWA use peer-reviewed methods to study an extreme weather event and distill it down to the factors that caused it. This approach lets scientists analyze which contributing factors had the biggest influence and how the event could have played out in a world without climate change.



    
        




    




The analysis found a rainfall event of April's intensity could occur in the central Mississippi Valley region about once every 100 years. Even heavier downpours are expected to hit the region in the future unless the world rapidly slashes emissions of polluting gases such as carbon dioxide and methane that causes temperatures to rise, the study said. 

    
    
    
"That one in 100 years ... is likely to go down to once every few decades," said Ben Clarke, a researcher at the Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial College London and the study's lead author. "If we continue to burn fossil fuels, events like this will not only continue to occur, but they'll keep getting more dangerous." 

    
Heavier and more persistent rainfall is expected with climate change because the atmosphere holds more moisture as it warms. Warming ocean temperatures result in higher evaporation rates, which means more moisture is available to fuel storms. 
Forecast information and weather alerts from the National Weather Service communicated the risks of the April heavy rain days in advance, which the WWA says likely reduced the death toll. But workforce and budget cuts made by the Trump administration have left nearly half of NWS offices with 20% vacancy rates or higher, raising concerns for public safety during future extreme weather events and the upcoming Atlantic hurricane season that officially begins June 1.
"If we start cutting back on these offices or reducing the staff ... the unfortunate result is going to be more death. We're going to have more people dying because the warnings are not going to get out, the warnings are not going to be as fine-tuned as they are today," said Randall Cerveny, a climate professor at Arizona State University who was not involved in the study.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Joe Biden blames Kamala Harris' loss on sexism and racism, rejects age concerns




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Former U.S. President Joe Biden speaks at the Advocates, Counselors, and Representatives for the Disabled conference in Chicago, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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            Former U.S. President Joe Biden speaks at the Advocates, Counselors, and Representatives for the Disabled conference in Chicago, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Vice President Kamala Harris delivers the keynote speech at the Emerge 20th Anniversary Gala in San Francisco, Wednesday, April 30, 2025. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            By 
            STEVE PEOPLES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Joe Biden says he's responsible for Donald Trump's victory last fall, but he attributed Kamala Harris ' loss, at least in part, to sexism and racism.
Biden, who left office in January, addressed the Democrats' disastrous 2024 election, concerns about his age and Trump's divisive leadership during a Thursday interview on ABC's "The View." The 82-year-old Democrat said he has intentionally avoided speaking out publicly until this week to give Trump more than 100 days in office without his interference, as is typically the tradition following a change in the White House. 
Asked about the last election, Biden said he was surprised by the role that he gender and race played in the contest. 
"They went the sexist route," Biden said of criticism that "a woman couldn't lead the country and a woman of mixed race." 

    
He added: "I was in charge and he won, so I take responsibility."
Biden has largely stepped away from national politics since leaving the White House. 
He's not expected to play a central role in Democratic affairs as the party turns to a new generation of leadership, although he acknowledged on Thursday that he has maintained regular contact with Harris and has offered his guidance on her political future. 



    
        




    




"She's got a difficult decision to make about what she's going to do. I hope she stays engaged," Biden said, declining to share his specific advice.

    
    
    
Biden rejected concerns about his cognitive decline prompted by a disastrous debate performance last June. He also declined to criticize the Democratic leaders who privately pressed him to abandon his campaign. 
"The only reason I got out of the race was because I didn't want to have a divided Democratic Party," he said, adding that the broader party didn't buy into concerns about his age following the "terrible" debate performance, "but the Democratic leadership and some of the very significant contributors did." 

    
Thursday's appearance also marked Biden's first joint interview with former first lady Jill Biden since leaving Washington. She rejected those who believe she created a protective cocoon around her husband while in office to protect him from scrutiny about his age.
"It was very hurtful especially from some of our so-called friends," she said of the criticism.

"I was with Joe day and night ... and I did not create a cocoon around him," she continued. "You saw him in the Oval Office. You saw him making speeches. He wasn't hiding somewhere."
Meanwhile, the former president did not hold back when the conversation turned to Trump's job performance. 
"He's had the worst 100 days any president has ever had," Biden said.
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                    Politics

    Trump says he'll pull the nomination of Ed Martin for DC US Attorney after concerns of partisanship




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Ed Martin speaks at an event hosted by Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., at the Capitol in Washington, June 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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            By 
            SEUNG MIN KIM and MICHAEL KUNZELMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Thursday that he would pull his nomination of Ed Martin Jr. to be the top federal prosecutor for the nation's capital, bowing to bipartisan concerns about the conservative activist's modest legal experience and divisive politics.
Trump abandoned his pick to lead the nation's largest U.S. Attorney's office two days after a key Republican senator said he could not support Martin for the job due to his defense of rioters who stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
"We have somebody else that will be great," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office when asked about the status of Martin's confirmation. He said it was disappointing, but "that's the way it works sometime."
Within minutes of Trump's announcement, Martin jokingly posted a doctored image of himself on social media dressed in papal garments with the words, "Plot twist" -- alluding to the breaking news that a new pope has been elected to lead the Catholic Church.

    
A spokesperson for Martin didn't immediately respond to messages seeking comment.
Martin has served as acting U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia since Trump's first week in office. But his hopes of keeping the job faded amid questions about his qualifications and background, including his support for Jan. 6 rioters.



    
        




    




Martin has stirred up a chorus of critics during his brief but tumultuous tenure in office. He fired and demoted subordinates who worked on politically sensitive cases. He posted on social media about potential targets of investigations. And he forced the chief of the office's criminal division to resign after directing her to scrutinize the awarding of a government contract during Democratic President Joe Biden's administration.

    
    
    
Martin's temporary appointment is due to expire on May 20. 
North Carolina Republican Sen. Thom Tillis said Tuesday that he wouldn't support Martin's nomination. Tillis, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said his opposition stemmed from Martin's defense of rioters who breached the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Other Republicans seemed likely to oppose Martin's nomination as well.

    
In response to a committee questionnaire, Martin initially failed to disclose that he made over 150 appearances on the Russian government-funded RT and Sputnik networks before he took office. He later included them in a follow-up letter.
Dozens of former prosecutors from the office publicly opposed Martin's nomination. In a letter to the committee, more than 100 office veterans described him as "an affront to the singular pursuit of justice for which this Office has stood for more than two centuries."
Martin also had some prominent supporters, including Elon Musk, Charlie Kirk and Donald Trump Jr. His backers touted his record of fighting for conservative causes and his efforts to reduce violent crime in Washington.
Martin was a leading figure in Trump's "Stop the Steal" movement. He spoke at a rally in Washington on the eve of the Capitol riot. He represented three Jan. 6 defendants and served on the board of the nonprofit Patriot Freedom Project, which reports raising over $2.5 million to support riot defendants.

    
In office, Martin oversaw the dismissals of hundreds of Jan. 6 cases after Trump pardoned defendants, commuted sentences or vowed to throw them out. Martin also ordered an internal review of prosecutors' use of a felony charge against hundreds of Capitol rioters, directing employees to hand over files, emails and other documents.
Martin's opponents also honed in on his public praise for a Capitol riot defendant, Timothy Hale-Cusanelli, who openly espoused white supremacist and antisemitic ideology and photographed himself sporting a Hitler mustache. He referred to Hale-Cusanelli as a friend who is "an extraordinary guy." 
Martin told committee members that he condemns Hale-Cusanelli's hateful comments as "abhorrent and deplorable." He claimed he didn't learn about them until after he presented him with the award during an event at Trump's golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey.


    
Martin practiced law in Missouri but never worked as a prosecutor or tried a case before Trump appointed him in January. Martin chaired the Missouri Republican Party before becoming president of conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly's Eagle Forum in April 2013. He co-authored a book about Trump with Schlafly, who died in 2016.
___
Associated Press writer Zeke Miller contributed reporting.
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                    World News

    Trump agrees to cut tariffs on UK autos, steel and aluminum in a planned trade deal with Britain




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump speaks on the phone to Britian's Prime Minister Keir Starmer aon a trade deal between the US and United Kingdom in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, May 8, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Shipping containers wait to be processed at London Gateway port, in Stanford-le-Hope, on the Thames estuary east of London, England, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2025. (AP Photo, File)]
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            JOSH BOAK, JILL LAWLESS and CHRIS MEGERIAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump has agreed to cut tariffs on U.K. autos, steel and aluminum in a planned trade deal with Britain, which would buy more American beef and streamline its customs process for goods from the United States.
The symbolically resonant agreement announced Thursday still has yet to be finalized, but it suggested that Trump was still able to negotiate with other countries after his vast set of tariffs stoked fears around the world of an economic downturn and higher inflation.
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The announcement provided a political victory for U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer and offered a degree of validation for Trump's claims that his turbulent approach on trade may be able to rebalance the global economy on his preferred terms.
The U.S. president talked up the agreement to reporters from the Oval Office, even as the fine print remains in flux despite his prior statements that a full agreement was signed
"The final details are being written up," Trump told reporters. "In the coming weeks, we'll have it all very conclusive."

    
The president said that the agreement would lead to more beef and ethanol exports to the U.K., which would also streamline the processing of U.S. goods though customs. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick said the baseline 10% tariffs would stay in place, while U.K. officials said that Trump's auto tariffs would go from 27.5% to 10% on a quota of 100,000 vehicles and the import taxes on steel and aluminum would go from 25% to zero.
Trump cautioned that the agreement with its preservation of a 10% tariff was not a template for other countries pursuing possible trade deals with the U.S. He said he intends to charge higher rates on other countries as part of any agreement -- a sign that the import taxes could stay in place in ways that economists warn would reduce economic growth.
"That's a low number," Trump said of his 10% tariff rate.
Starmer, speaking over the phone to Trump, stressed the importance of the relationship between the two countries as the anniversary of the World War II victory in Europe was being commemorated.



    
        




    






    
    
    

    
"To be able to announce this great deal on the same deal 80 years forward, almost at the same hour and as we were 80 years ago with the U.K. and the U.S. standing side by side, I think is incredibly important," Starmer said.
Starmer later spoke to workers at a Jaguar Land Rover plant and touted the deal, which he said would protect thousands of auto jobs. He told the workers that "this is just the start," saying "we are hammering out further details to reduce barriers to trade with the United States and across the world."
The planned deal was the first outlined since Trump began his stutter-step efforts to rewire the global economy by dramatically increasing import taxes in an attempt to increase domestic manufacturing. The Republican president quickly rolled out tariffs after returning to the White House, targeting traditional allies such as the U.K. with import taxes on steel, aluminum and autos. Trump announced near universal tariffs on April 2, then partially retreated a week later and announced that his administration would seek individual agreements with various countries over the next few months.
The U.S. already runs a trade surplus with the U.K., making it a bit easier to find common ground as Trump has staked his tariffs on specifically eliminating the annual trade deficits with multiple nations he says have taken advantage of the U.S.
No new deals have been reached with America's largest trading partners, including Canada, Mexico and China. Trump has left the highest tariffs in place on China, sparking a confrontation between the world's two biggest economies. Washington and Beijing are sending officials to Switzerland this weekend for an initial round of trade talks.

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, left, and U.S. President Donald Trump shake hands at a joint press conference in the East Room at the White House Thursday, Feb. 27, 2025, in Washington. (Carl Court/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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Trump promised on Thursday that there are "many other deals, which are in serious stages of negotiation, to follow!" 
Starmer, speaking at a defense conference in London, said "talks with the U.S. have been ongoing, and you'll hear more from me about that later today."
The U.S. and the U.K. have been aiming to strike a bilateral trade agreement since the British people voted in 2016 to leave the European Union, allowing the country to negotiate independently of the rest of the continent. Then-Prime Minister Boris Johnson touted a future deal with the U.S. as an incentive for Brexit. 
Negotiations started in 2020, during Trump's first term. But the talks made little progress under President Joe Biden, a Democrat and a critic of Brexit. Negotiations resumed after Trump returned to office in January and intensified in recent weeks.
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A major goal of British negotiators has been to reduce or lift the import tax on U.K. cars and steel, which Trump set at 25%. The U.S. is the largest destination for British cars, accounting for more than a quarter of U.K. auto exports in 2024, according to the Office for National Statistics.
Britain has also sought tariff exemptions for pharmaceuticals, while the U.S. wants greater access to the British market for agriculture products. Starmer's government has said it won't lower U.K. food standards to allow in chlorine-rinsed American chicken or hormone-treated beef.
The British government will see a deal as a vindication of Starmer's emollient approach to Trump, which has avoided direct confrontation or criticism. Unlike the European Union, Britain did not announce retaliatory tariffs on U.S. goods in response to Trump's import taxes.
A trade deal with the United Kingdom would be symbolically important and a relief for British exporters. But an agreement would do little to address Trump's core concern about persistent trade deficits that prompted him to impose import taxes on countries around the world.
The U.S. ran a $11.9 billion trade surplus in goods with the U.K. last year, according to the Census Bureau. The $68 billion in goods that the U.S. imported from the U.K. last year accounted for just 2% of all goods imported into the country.
The U.S. is much more important to the U.K. economy. It was Britain's biggest trading partner last year, according to government statistics, though the bulk of Britain's exports to the U.S. are services rather than goods. 
Trump has previously said that his leverage in talks would be U.S. consumers, but he appeared to suggest that the U.K. would also start buying more American-made goods.
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"I think that the United Kingdom, like every other country, they want to ... go shopping in the United States of America," he said. 

A trade deal with the U.S. is one of several that Starmer's government is seeking to strike. On Tuesday, Britain and India announced a trade agreement after three years of negotiations. The U.K. is also trying to lift some of the barriers to trade with the EU imposed when Britain left the bloc in 2020.
___
Jill Lawless reported from London. Associated Press writer Zeke Miller contributed to this report. 
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                    Sports

    Knicks take a 2-0 lead over the Celtics after coming from 20 down again to win 91-90
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            1 of 5 | 
            New York Knicks forward Mikal Bridges (25) blocks a pass by Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum in the final seconds of the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) celebrates after defeating the Boston Celtics in Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Boston Celtics, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: New York Knicks guard Josh Hart (3) and center Mitchell Robinson (23) celebrate after defeating the Boston Celtics in Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum, left, grabs a loose ball against New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (11) during the first half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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            KYLE HIGHTOWER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BOSTON (AP) -- For the second straight game, the New York Knicks found themselves in a hole the Boston Celtics have rarely let teams out of this season.
The Knicks again found a way -- almost the same way, in fact -- to pull off the improbable. And now they are two wins away from knocking the defending champions out of the playoffs.
Mikal Bridges sealed another 20-point comeback with his second straight game-ending steal and the Knicks stunned the Celtics again Wednesday night, winning 91-90 for a 2-0 lead in the Eastern Conference semifinals.
"Just finding ways to win," Bridges said. 
Jalen Brunson scored 17 points for New York and made two free throws with 12.7 seconds left for a 91-90 lead. Jayson Tatum then couldn't get to the rim and Bridges moved in to bat the ball away and recover it. 
Bridges also scored all of his 14 points in the fourth quarter. Josh Hart had 23 points and Karl-Anthony Towns finished with 21 points and 17 rebounds for the Knicks, who will host Game 3 on Saturday. 

    
"Going home we realize the opportunity we have. We just have to stay locked in," Brunson said.
Jaylen Brown and Derrick White scored 20 points apiece for the Celtics, who were 10 for 40 from 3-point range after going 15 for 60 in Game 1.



    
        




    




Tatum was limited to 13 points on 5-for-19 shooting for the Celtics, who went more than eight minutes without a field goal in the fourth quarter. They missed 13 consecutive shots during the stretch.

    
    
    
Teams that win the first two games of a best-of-seven series on the road win the series 85.7% of the time. The Knicks took the opener when Bridges stole the ball away from Brown with a second left in overtime.
"Opportunity to show what we're made of," Brown said of a Boston team that swept New York 4-0 in the regular season.
"We've got to respond."
Kristaps Porzingis didn't start after sitting out the second half of Game 1 with an illness. He came off the bench for just the fifth time in his NBA career and finished with eight points and four rebounds in 14 minutes.

    
All eyes were on the Celtics' offense after they missed an NBA playoff-record 45 3-pointers in their Game 1 loss. They went 24 for 54 from 2-point range Wednesday. 
Despite their shooting struggles, the Celtics found some traction late in the third quarter, using a 16-6 run - keyed by their effort on the defensive end - to turn a 10-point lead into a 73-53 advantage late in the period.
It was 84-68 after Payton Pritchard's 3-pointer with 8:40 to play but the Celtics wouldn't make another basket until Tatum's driving dunk with 18.5 seconds remaining. 
New York cut it to 86-82 on a floater by Hart before Towns' three-point play cut it to 86-85. Tatum missed a jumper, and Brunson made an 18-footer to put New York in front. 

A jumper by Brown rolled off the rim on Boston's next trip up the floor. Brunson then found a lane to the basket and dropped in a layup to make it 89-86. 
Tatum connected on a pair of free throws and then got it back following a New York miss that rolled out of bounds with 24.2 seconds left.

    
Trailing 89-88, Tatum pushed the ball in to the front court and drove easily past Mitchell Robinson for a dunk to put the Celtics back in front. 
Brunson was fouled and connected on both free throws. 
Hart said they are going home knowing they can still play better.
"I don't even think we know what we're capable of," he said. 
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/nba 
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                    Sports

    Gilgeous-Alexander scores 34 as Thunder roll past Nuggets 149-106, tie West semis at 1-1




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) leaps to the basket for a shot over Denver Nuggets' Peyton Watson (8) in the second half of Game 2 in the conference semifinals of the NBA basketball playoffs, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder's Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) shoots as Denver Nuggets' Christian Braun, front, and Michael Porter Jr., rear, defend in the second half of Game 2 in the conference semifinals of the NBA basketball playoffs, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) takes a shot as Denver Nuggets' Michael Porter Jr. (1) defends in the second half of Game 2 in the conference semifinals of the NBA basketball playoffs, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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[image: Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, center, loses control of the ball as Oklahoma City Thunder's Jalen Williams (8), Isaiah Hartenstein, center rear, and Luguentz Dort, right, defend in the second half of Game 2 in the conference semifinals of the NBA basketball playoffs, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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[image: Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, center, talks with referee James Williams (60) as Oklahoma City Thunder's Isaiah Hartenstein (55) looks on in the second half of Game 2 in the conference semifinals of the NBA basketball playoffs, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo/Kyle Phillips)]
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            By 
            CLIFF BRUNT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 34 points in three quarters, and the Oklahoma City Thunder set league and team records in a 149-106 win over the Denver Nuggets on Wednesday night that tied the Western Conference semifinal series at one game apiece.
Oklahoma City set an NBA playoff record for first-half points with 87, surpassing the 86 scored by the Cleveland Cavaliers against the Golden State Warriors in Game 4 of the NBA Finals on June 9, 2017. Chet Holmgren, who missed two critical free throws late in Game 1, made a pair with one second remaining in the second quarter to set the record and give the Thunder an 87-56 lead.
The Thunder tied the record for points in any half of a playoff game. Milwaukee had 87 in the second half against Denver on April 23, 1978.
"Basically it was one team playing tonight," Denver center Nikola Jokic said. 

    
The top-seeded Thunder wanted to avoid taking a 2-0 deficit on the road. Oklahoma City became the first home team to win a game in the second round. Game 3 is Friday in Denver.
"We knew what was at stake tonight," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "We came out desperate. We wanted to just take care and control the things that we knew we could. And we did a pretty good job of that, specifically to start the game. The start carried us through the rest of the night." 



    
        




    




Gilgeous-Alexander made 11 of 13 field goals, all 11 of his free throws and had eight assists. He led eight players who scored in double figures.

    
    
    
Thunder coach Mark Daigneault said Gilgeous-Alexander did much more than score.
"He made them pay when they overhelped on him," Daigneault said. "He had the ball ahead of them all night, so he got his teammates shots, too. It wasn't just a one-man show. He was super efficient. I mean, he had an unbelievable blend tonight."
Jokic, who had 42 points and 22 rebounds in a Game 1 win, had just 17 points and eight rebounds on Wednesday before fouling out late in the third quarter.

    
Russell Westbrook led the Nuggets with 19 points. Oklahoma City's crowd cheered for the ex-Thunder star when he entered Game 1 as a reserve, but the fans changed their approach and booed him shortly after he entered Game 2. Westbrook got called for a technical foul moments later, and Gilgeous-Alexander made the free throw to make it 34-13.
The Thunder led 45-21 at the end of the first quarter after shooting 71.4% from the field and setting a team record for points in a quarter in a playoff game.
"We got punked, and we didn't play well enough and they came out with the right intensity," Denver interim coach David Adelman said. "We didn't."
Oklahoma City continued its dominance in the second quarter. A lob from Gilgeous-Alexander to Jalen Williams for a two-handed jam gave the Thunder a 78-43 lead.
Oklahoma City led 124-76 after three quarters. The largest lead was 49 points. 
Adelman said he wouldn't minimize the loss, even though the Nuggets head back to Denver with home-court advantage.

"I'm not sitting here tonight talking about the 1-1 thing tonight," he said. "Not tonight. We're not going to flush that. We've got to be better. We know that. That being said, it's nice to know that you got a win underneath your belt."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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                    Sports

    The year of the NBA playoff comeback continues. A look at how these 20-point rallies keep happening




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: New York Knicks guard Josh Hart (3) celebrates after defeating the Boston Celtics in Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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[image: Indiana Pacers forward Aaron Nesmith (23) and center Myles Turner, right, celebrate after the Pacers defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers in Game 2 in the Eastern Conference semifinals of the NBA basketball playoffs Tuesday, May 6, 2025, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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[image: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Jalen Williams (8) reacts in the second half of Game 3 of an NBA first-round playoff series against the Memphis Grizzlies Thursday, April 24, 2025, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill)]
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            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        New York down by 20 on Monday. Indiana down by 20 on Tuesday. New York down by 20 again Wednesday.
No problem.
For the first time since play-by-play began being digitally tracked across the NBA about 30 years ago, there have been three consecutive days where the winning team in a playoff game came from at least 20 points down to win.
The Knicks did it in Boston on Monday, the Pacers did it in Cleveland on Tuesday and the Knicks did it again on the Celtics' home floor Wednesday. Add in a pair of similar rallies -- a 29-pointer by Oklahoma City and another 20-pointer by Indiana -- in Round 1, and that pushes the total of 20-point comebacks so far this postseason to five.
That's the most of any postseason in the digital play-by-play era, which goes back to 1997.
A look at how the comebacks happened:

    
April 24: OKC trails by 29, wins
The big lead: Memphis 69, Oklahoma City 40, 3:07 left first half
The final score: Oklahoma City 114, Memphis 108
How it happened: Memphis' undoing started when star guard Ja Morant got hurt and left the game on the possession where the Grizzlies took the 29-point lead. The Thunder outscored the Grizzlies 74-39 the rest of the way, with Chet Holmgren scoring 23 points for Oklahoma City in that span. Memphis missed 30 of its final 41 shots.



    
        




    




April 29: Indiana trails by 20, wins
The big lead: Milwaukee 33, Indiana 13, 11:26 left first half
The final score: Indiana 119, Milwaukee 118, OT
How it happened: The Pacers got the lead down to six by halftime, then the final 29 minutes were largely back and forth. The Bucks led by seven with 40 seconds left in overtime, before Indiana ended the game on an 8-0 run and won it on Tyrese Haliburton's layup with 1.4 seconds remaining.

    
    
    
Monday: New York trails by 20, wins
The big lead: Boston 75, New York 55, 5:47 left third quarter
The final score: New York 108, Boston 105, OT
How it happened: The Celtics went up 20, then shot 23% the rest of the way (9 for 39) and relied almost entirely on the 3-point shot (6 for 28) over those 23 minutes. OG Anunoby and Jalen Brunson combined to outscore Boston 39-30 by themselves over that finishing stretch, and neither team scored in the final 1:16 of overtime.

    
Tuesday: Indiana trails by 20, wins
The big lead: Cleveland 81, Indiana 61, 6:51 left third quarter
The final score: Indiana 120, Cleveland 119
How it happened: Over the game's final 40 minutes, Indiana led for 0.00046% of the time -- and won the game. The Pacers outscored Cleveland 59-38 over the final 18:51, Tyrese Haliburton's 3-pointer with 1.1 seconds left capping an 8-0 burst in the final minute and giving Indiana a 2-0 series lead.
Wednesday: New York trails by 20, wins
The big lead: Boston 73, New York 53, 2:19 left third quarter
The final score: New York 91, Boston 90

How it happened: The Knicks outscored the Celtics 38-17 in the final 14:19 of the game, as Boston -- just like in Game 1 -- built a big lead and then couldn't hit a shot. The Celtics were 5 for 25 from the field in that stretch, 2 for 12 from 3-point range. Boston's starters were a combined 2 for 19 down the stretch, while New York shot 15 for 28 and got 14 points from Mikal Bridges over those minutes. Jayson Tatum couldn't get a good look on the last play, and the Knicks took a 2-0 series lead.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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                    Entertainment

    'All good things must come to an end': The Who announce North America farewell tour dates
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            Iconic musicians The Who announced a farewell tour of the U.S. and Canada at a press conference in London on Thursday. (May 8)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Roger Daltrey, left, Pete Townshend and Claire Sturgess during the announcement of ' The Who: The Song Is Over, The North American Farewell Tour' on Thursday, May 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Roger Daltrey, left, and Pete Townshend of The Who perform at TQL Stadium on May 15, 2022, in Cincinnati. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Pete Townshend speaks during the announcement of ' The Who: The Song Is Over, The North American Farewell Tour' on Thursday, May 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Pete Townshend poses for photographers during the announcement of ' The Who: The Song Is Over, The North American Farewell Tour' on Thursday, May 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Pete Townshend poses for photographers during the announcement of ' The Who: The Song Is Over, The North American Farewell Tour' on Thursday, May 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Pete Townshend, left, and Claire Sturgess during the announcement of 'The Who: The Song Is Over, The North American Farewell Tour' on Thursday, May 9, 2025, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            By 
            PAN PYLAS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- British rock band The Who are to say their final goodbye to North America this summer.
Singer Roger Daltrey and guitarist Pete Townshend confirmed Thursday that they will perform hits from six-decade career during "The Song Is Over North America Farewell Tour," named after the band's 1971 hit.
The band, which by the 1970s had become one of the world's biggest touring bands, easily filling the largest U.S. stadiums, will play their first gig in Florida on Aug. 16, with further dates in cities including New York, Toronto, Los Angeles and Vancouver, before a final date in Las Vegas on Sept. 28.
"Every musician's dream in the early '60s was to make it big in the U.S. charts," Daltrey said. "For The Who, that dream came true in 1967 and our lives were changed forever."
The band went from performing club shows to headlining the Woodstock festival in the U.S. and becoming one of the biggest box-office draw in the world. The band were inducted into the Rock n' Roll Hall Of Fame in 1990.

    
Daltrey, 81, and Townshend, two years his junior, have been one of rock's most prolific double acts, surviving the deaths of drummer Keith Moon in 1978 and bass guitarist John Entwistle in 2002. 


"Today, Roger and I still carry the banner for the late Keith Moon and John Entwistle, and, of course, all of our long-time Who fans," Townshend said. "I must say that although the road has not always been enjoyable for me, it is usually easy: the best job I could ever have had. I keep coming back."

    
    
    
Though Daltrey didn't write songs, he was able to channel Townsend's many and complicated moods -- defiance and rage, vulnerability and desperation. 
Together, they forged some of rock's most defining sounds: the stuttering, sneering delivery of "My Generation," the anguished cry of "They're all wasted!" from "Baba O'Reilly," and the all-time scream from "Won't Get Fooled Again." Two albums -- "Tommy" and "Quadrophenia" -- were also adapted into successful films in 1975 and 1979, respectively.

    
Ticket pre-sales will run from May 13 ahead of the general sale beginning May 16.
"Well, all good things must come to an end. It is a poignant time," Townshend said. "For me, playing to American audiences and those in Canada has always been incredible."
Daltrey, who said a throat specialist has told him he should have a "day off" after every gig he performs, and Townshend also revealed there are no plans at the moment for a farewell tour of the U.K.

"Let's see if we survive this one," Daltrey said. "I don't want to say that there won't be (a U.K. farewell tour), but equally I'm not confident in saying there will be."
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                    Entertainment

    Kali Uchis pours her heart into new album 'Sincerely,'




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Kali Uchis wrote the album that she knew her future self would need to listen to. "Sincerely," began as a collection of letters to herself, friends and loved ones but took on a deeper meaning as the Colombian American songwriter gave birth to her first child and dealt with her mother's death. She sat down with AP entertainment journalist Leslie Ambriz in Los Angeles to talk about her writing process, staying true to her sound as an artist and how her mother and newborn baby inspired her lyrics.


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            LESLIE AMBRIZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Kali Uchis wrote the album she knew her future self would need to listen to. The Grammy-winning artist unknowingly was crafting her own audible remedy.
"I really did make the music that I needed for my grieving process, for just the place that I'm at in my life right now," she says of the album out Friday.
"Sincerely," (yes, the title includes the comma) began as a collection of letters to herself, friends and loved ones but took on a deeper meaning as the Colombian American songwriter gave birth to her first child and processed her mother's recent death. The first single, "Sunshine & Rain...," includes a clip of Uchis' mother saying, "Good morning, sunshine."
"I wanted to immortalize her in the project," said Uchis. "I thought it was just a beautiful way to open the album."

    
The 14-track album finds Uchis proudly wearing her heart on her sleeve with songs like "Daggers!," where Uchis encourages a close friend to lean into self-love, or "ILYSMIH," which includes baby coos at the beginning and was written as she lay in her hospital bed with her newborn.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kali Uchis poses for a portrait on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Uchis hopes that after listening to her fifth full album, fans will feel more connected to themselves and more in touch with their emotions: "I hope it will give them some type of solace."
This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity.


AP: When you decided to step into this album and encompass that world of tenderness and strength, what was your thought process of the themes that you wanted to follow?
UCHIS: I'm a very deep feeler. I'm very empathetic. I feel a lot. And I wanted to make a body of work that fully showed that vulnerability and that actually really dug deep into my heart in a way that none of my other albums ever had. 
I felt like I was ready to do that because I've been making music long enough that I felt that it was that time for me, and then it just so happened that, shortly after working on the album, I became pregnant, which was such a big part of being able to feel even deeper than I ever have.

    
AP: How was working on this album healing for you?
UCHIS: It's crazy because a lot of times I feel, and especially with this album in particular, I felt that I really made music that my future self would need, that I didn't realize I was going to need at that time. 
The album is actually dedicated to my mom. My mom later ended up getting diagnosed, and she's no longer here. ... And so pretty much all of the songs ended up taking on a deeper meaning to me because of that and because of it being dedicated to her. ... At the time, I might not have even realized subconsciously that I was making all of this to heal myself. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kali Uchis poses for a portrait on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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AP: Is that how you got to the title "Sincerely,"?
UCHIS: At one point, I was like, "I'm gonna make sure each of these songs is like, this is my letter to the world, this is my letter to this person, this my letter to that, this one to myself." I tried to really conceptualize in a different way that I never have when making any other album. And then ... when my mom passed, a lot of what I had left from her is letters that she wrote to me, and so it ended up, like I said, just more and more reasons for me to realize that it was the correct title for the project.

    
AP: When you are in that studio space by yourself, what comes first? Is it the melody? Is it the lyrics? How did you specifically craft this album?
UCHIS: I never stick to one process, but one particular process that stuck out to me on a lot of the songs was that most of them were written with no music, just songs that came to me.
For instance, "ILYSMIH" -- that one literally I was just recovering from labor, my son was sleeping next to me; I was still in my hospital bed when I got this idea for this song and started it, started recording it on my phone, started writing some lyrics down. ... There's one called "All I Can Say." I wrote that whole song in the car on the way to the studio. ... I try to just make beauty out of all of my experiences.
AP: Fans online were saying "Sunshine and Rain" is the answer to "After the Storm." Do you agree with that and if so how does it feel to now, five albums later, do you agree with the correlation?
UCHIS: Thematically, nature is kind of a reoccurring theme in my music because I am so inspired by nature and I feel nature is where God exists and nature is where a lot of my creativity just thrives.
I feel like it just happened. Afterwards, I even thought, "Is this too similar to what I've already done?" But ... I just love the things that I love, and I just returned back to those nostalgic elements. I may branch out and try what people think is different sounds. Like on "Orquideas," I did a lot of different genre-bending on "Sin Miedo (del Amor y Otros Demonios)" as well, but to me, that's still nostalgic because it's still music I grew up listening to. 

    
I return a lot to things that are core memories for me. It's soothing to my nervous system. I'm the person who watches the same episodes of my favorite TV shows over and over again, ... I think that's what makes it beautiful too, is to see the evolution and know that it's still true to me. It's still true to my roots in music and where I started, but an evolved version. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kali Uchis poses for a portrait on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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AP: What does that mean to you to have your mother's voice be a part of the album?
UCHIS: After she passed, one of the first things I did was go through all of the audio messages that she had ever sent me and I was just listening to all her messages over and over, wanting to hear her voice. When I heard that one I just thought of, "Oh how perfect is this that the song is called 'Sunshine &Rain...,' and she had said, "Good morning, sunshine." It was for my son that she sent that message. I thought it was just a beautiful way to open the album, considering that it's dedicated to her. 

I struggled a lot with whether or not I wanted to share because I'm a very, very private person. So I struggled a lot with if I even wanted to share that my mom was no longer here, but I felt I just had to not be afraid of that vulnerability and not pretend like it didn't affect me or didn't have some type of impact on me when it had such a big impact on me and still does. And I wanted to also honor her and honor her life in a way through art that I know that she would have loved and that she would have been proud of.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kali-uchis-sincerely-new-album-interview-6b204b89379268dd782c57ff68aa5d15
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    Trump's tariffs have launched global trade wars. Here's a timeline of how we got here
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            Long-threatened tariffs from U.S. President Donald Trump have plunged the country into trade wars abroad -- all while on-again, off-again new levies continue to escalate uncertainty.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers walk by as shipping containers are stacked at Jakarta International Container Terminal (JICT) at Tanjung Prior Port in Jakarta, Indonesia, Friday, April 11, 2025.(AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks during an event to announce new tariffs in the Rose Garden of the White House, Wednesday, April 2, 2025, in Washington, as Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick listens. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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[image: Wu Liying who runs the Xinyue Stockings Co. reacts at the Yiwu International Trade Market in Yiwu, eastern China's Zhejiang province on Thursday, April 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Mostly imported items are displayed at Paper & Pencil stationary store Thursday, April, 10, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)]
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[image: An aerial view shows auto dealerships in Cerritos, Calif., Thursday, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: A model stands next to a new vehicle during the Manila International Auto Show in Pasay city, Philippines Friday, April 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            A model stands next to a new vehicle during the Manila International Auto Show in Pasay city, Philippines Friday, April 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two people shop at a Toyota dealership in El Monte, Calif., Thursday, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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            WYATTE GRANTHAM-PHILIPS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- 
Long-threatened tariffs from U.S. President Donald Trump have plunged the country into trade wars abroad -- all while on-again, off-again new levies continue to escalate uncertainty.
Trump is no stranger to tariffs. He launched a trade war during his first term, taking particular aim at China by putting taxes on most of its goods. Beijing responded with its own retaliatory tariffs on a range of U.S. products. Meanwhile, Trump also used the threat of more tariffs to force Canada and Mexico to renegotiate a North American trade pact, called the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement, in 2020.
When President Joe Biden took office, he preserved most of the tariffs Trump previously enacted against China, in addition to imposing some new restrictions. But his administration claimed to take a more targeted approach.
Fast-forward to today, and economists stress there could be greater consequences on businesses and economies worldwide under Trump's more sweeping tariffs this time around -- and that higher prices will likely leave consumers footing the bill. There's also been a sense of whiplash from Trump's back-and-forth tariff threats and responding retaliation seen over the last few months.
Here's a timeline of how we got here:



    
        




    




January 20
Trump is sworn into office. In his inaugural address, he again promises to "tariff and tax foreign countries to enrich our citizens." And he reiterates plans to create an agency called the External Revenue Service, which has yet to be established.
On his first day in office, Trump also says he expects to put 25% tariffs on Canada and Mexico starting on Feb. 1, while declining to immediately flesh out plans for taxing Chinese imports.

    
    
    
January 26
Trump threatens 25% tariffs on all Colombia imports and other retaliatory measures after President Gustavo Petro's rejects two U.S. military aircraft carrying migrants to the country, accusing Trump of not treating immigrants with dignity during deportation. 
In response, Petro also announces a retaliatory 25% increase in Colombian tariffs on U.S. goods. But Colombia later reversed its decision and accepted the flights carrying migrants. The two countries soon signaled a halt in the trade dispute.

    
February 1
Trump signs an executive order to impose tariffs on imports from Mexico, Canada and China -- 10% on all imports from China and 25% on imports from Mexico and Canada starting Feb. 4. Trump invoked this power by declaring a national emergency -- ostensibly over undocumented immigration and drug trafficking.
The action prompts swift outrage from all three countries, with promises of retaliatory measures.
February 3
Trump agrees to a 30-day pause on his tariff threats against Mexico and Canada, as both trading partners take steps to appease Trump's concerns about border security and drug trafficking.
February 4
Trump's new 10% tariffs on all Chinese imports to the U.S. still go into effect. China retaliates the same day by announcing a flurry of countermeasures, including new duties on a variety of American goods and an anti-monopoly investigation into Google.
China's 15% tariffs on coal and liquefied natural gas products, and a 10% levy on crude oil, agricultural machinery and large-engine cars imported from the U.S., take effect Feb. 10.

    
February 10
Trump announces plans to hike steel and aluminum tariffs starting March 12. He removes the exemptions from his 2018 tariffs on steel, meaning that all steel imports will be taxed at a minimum of 25%, and also raises his 2018 aluminum tariffs from 10% to 25%.
February 13
Trump announces a plan for "reciprocal" tariffs -- promising to increase U.S. tariffs to match the tax rates that countries worldwide charge on imports "for purposes of fairness." Economists warn that the reciprocal tariffs, set to overturn decades of trade policy, could create chaos for global businesses.
February 25
Trump signs an executive order instructing the Commerce Department to consider whether a tariff on imported copper is needed to protect national security. He cites the material's use in U.S. defense, infrastructure and emerging technologies.

    
March 1
Trump signs an additional executive order instructing the Commerce Department to consider whether tariffs on lumber and timber are also needed to protect national security, arguing that the construction industry and military depend on a strong supply of wooden products in the U.S.
March 4
Trump's 25% tariffs on imports from Canada and Mexico go into effect, though he limits the levy to 10% on Canadian energy. He also doubles the tariff on all Chinese imports to 20%. 
All three countries promise retaliatory measures. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announces tariffs on more than $100 billion of American goods over the course of 21 days. And Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum says her country would respond with its own retaliatory tariffs on U.S. goods without specifying the targeted products immediately, signaling hopes to de-escalate.
China, meanwhile, imposes tariffs of up to 15% on a wide array of key U.S. farm exports, set to take effect March 10. It also expands the number of U.S. companies subject to export controls and other restrictions by about two dozen.

    
March 5
Trump grants a one-month exemption on his new tariffs impacting goods from Mexico and Canada for U.S. automakers. The pause arrives after the president spoke with leaders of the "Big 3" automakers -- Ford, General Motors and Stellantis.
March 6
In a wider extension, Trump postpones 25% tariffs on many imports from Mexico and some imports from Canada for a month.
Trump credited Sheinbaum with making progress on border security and drug smuggling as a reason for again pausing tariffs. His actions also thaw relations with Canada somewhat, although outrage and uncertainty remains. Still, after its initial retaliatory tariffs of $30 billion Canadian (US$21 billion) on U.S. goods, the government says it's suspended a second wave of retaliatory tariffs worth $125 billion Canadian (US$87 billion).
March 10
China's retaliatory 15% tariffs on key American farm products -- including chicken, pork, soybeans and beef -- take effect. Goods already in transit are set to be exempt through April 12, per China's Commerce Ministry previous announcement.
March 12

Trump's new tariffs on all steel and aluminum imports go into effect. Both metals are now taxed at 25% across the board -- with Trump's order to remove steel exemptions and raise aluminum's levy from his previously-imposed 2018 import taxes.
The European Union takes retaliatory trade action promising new duties on U.S. industrial and farm products. The measures will cover goods from the United States worth some 26 billion euros ($28 billion), and not just steel and aluminum products, but also textiles, home appliances and agricultural goods. Motorcycles, bourbon, peanut butter and jeans will be hit, as they were during Trump's first term. The 27-member bloc later says it will delay this retaliatory action until mid-April.
Canada, meanwhile, announces plans to impose more retaliatory tariffs worth Canadian $29.8 billion ($20.7 billion) on U.S. imports, set to go into effect March 13.
March 13
Trump threatens a 200% tariff on European wine, Champagne and spirits if the European Union goes forward with its previously-announced plans for a 50% tariff on American whiskey.
March 24
Trump says he will place a 25% tariff on all imports from any country that buys oil or gas from Venezuela, in addition to imposing new tariffs on the South American country itself, starting April 2. 
The tariffs would most likely add to the taxes facing China, which in 2023 bought 68% of the oil exported by Venezuela, per the U.S. Energy Information Administration. But a number of countries also receive oil from Venezuela -- including the United States itself.
March 26
Trump says he is placing 25% tariffs on auto imports. These auto imports will start being collected April 3 -- beginning with taxes on fully-imported cars. The tariffs are set to then expand to applicable auto parts in the following weeks, through May 3.
April 2
Trump announces his long-promised "reciprocal" tariffs -- declaring a 10% baseline tax on imports across the board starting April 5, as well as higher rates for dozens of nations that run trade surpluses with the U.S. to take effect April 9.
Among those steeper levies, Trump says the U.S. will now charge a 34% tax on imports from China, a 20% tax on imports from the European Union, 25% on South Korea, 24% on Japan and 32% on Taiwan. The new tariffs come on top of previously-imposed levies, including the 20% tax Trump announced on all Chinese imports earlier this year. 
Meanwhile, for Canada and Mexico, the White House says USMCA-compliant imports can continue to enter the U.S. duty-free. Once the two countries have satisfied Trump's demands on immigration and drug trafficking, the White House adds, the tariff on the rest of their imports may drop from 25% to 12%.
April 3
Trump's previously-announced auto tariffs begin. Prime Minister Mark Carney says that Canada will match the 25% levies with a tariff on vehicles imported from the U.S.
April 4
China announces plans to impose a 34% tariff on imports of all U.S. products beginning April 10, matching Trump's new "reciprocal" tariff on Chinese goods, as part of a flurry of retaliatory measures.
The Commerce Ministry in Beijing says it will also impose more export controls on rare earths, which are materials used in high-tech products like computer chips and electric vehicle batteries. And the government adds 27 firms to lists of companies subject to trade sanctions or export controls.
April 5
Trump's 10% minimum tariff on nearly all countries and territories takes effect.
April 9
Trump's higher "reciprocal" rates go into effect, hiking taxes on imports from dozens of countries just after midnight. But hours later, his administration says it will suspend most of these higher rates for 90 days, while maintaining the recently-imposed 10% levy on nearly all global imports.
China is the exception. After following through on a threat to raise levies against China to a total of 104%, Trump says he will now raise those import taxes to 125% "effective immediately" -- escalating tit-for-tat duties that have piled up between the two countries. The White House later clarifies that total tariffs against China are actually now 145%, once his previous 20% fentanyl tariffs are accounted for.
China upped its retaliation prior to this announcement -- vowing to tax American goods at 84% starting April 10. Also earlier, EU member states vote to approve their own retaliatory levies on 20.9 billion euros ($23 billion) of U.S. goods in response to Trump's previously-imposed steel and aluminum tariffs. The EU's executive commission doesn't immediately specify which imports it will tax, but notes its counter tariffs will come in stages -- with some set to arrive on April 15, and others May 15 and Dec. 1. 
Separately, Canada's counter tariffs on auto imports take effect. The country implements a 25% levy on auto imports from the U.S. that do not comply with the 2020 USMCA pact.
April 10
The EU puts its steel and aluminum tariff retaliation on hold for 90 days, to match Trump's pause on steeper "reciprocal" levies. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen says the commission wants to give negotiations with the U.S. a chance -- but warns countermeasures will kick in if talks "are not satisfactory."
April 11
China says it will raise tariffs on U.S. goods from 84% to 125%, in response to Trump's heightened levies. The new rate is set to begin April 12.
Later, the Trump administration unveils that electronics, including smartphones and laptops, will be exempt from so-called "reciprocal" tariffs. But in the days following, U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick signals that this is only a temporary reprieve, saying that sector-specific levies on semiconductors will arrive in "probably a month or two." And other, non-"reciprocal" tariffs that tax some electronics, notably from China, remain.
April 14
Trump says he might temporarily exempt the auto industry from tariffs he previously imposed on the sector, to give carmakers time to adjust their supply chains.
The Trump administration also launches investigations into imports of computer chips, chipmaking equipment and pharmaceuticals -- signaling next steps toward imposing tariffs on these sectors. The U.S. Commerce Department posts notices about these probes, seeking public comment within the next three weeks.
Separately, the Commerce Department says it's withdrawing from a 2019 agreement that had suspended an antidumping investigation into fresh tomato imports from Mexico. That termination, set to take effect July 14, means most tomatoes from Mexico will be subject to a 20.91% tariff.
April 29
Trump signs executive orders to relax some of his 25% tariffs on automobiles and auto parts -- aimed at easing import taxes for vehicles that are made with foreign parts, but assembled in the U.S. 
For one year, the administration says it will provide a rebate of 3.75% relative to the sales prices of a domestically-assembled car -- a figure reached by putting the previously-imposed 25% import tax on parts that make up 15% of that price. And for the second year, the rebate would equal 2.5% of the sales price, applying to a smaller share of the vehicle's parts.
May 3
The latest round of Trump's auto tariffs takes effect. The previously-announced 25% levies now apply to a range of imported auto parts.
May 4
Trump threatens a 100% tariff on foreign-made films, while claiming that the movie industry in the U.S. is dying. It isn't immediately clear how such a tariff on international productions could be implemented, but Trump says he's authorized the Commerce Department and the U.S. Trade Representative to "immediately begin the process."
May 6
The U.S. trade deficit soared to a record $140.5 billion in March as consumers and businesses tried to get ahead of Trump'stariffs. Federal data showed an enormous stockpiling of pharmaceutical products. The deficit -- which measures the gap between the value of goods and services the U.S. sells abroad against what it buys -- has roughly doubled during the past year.
Also, the U.S. government announced that top officials are set to meet with a high-level Chinese delegation over the weekend in Switzerland in the first major talks between the two nations since President Trump sparked a trade war. No country has been hit harder by Trump's trade war than China, the world's biggest exporter and second largest economy. U.S. tariffs against China are set at 145% and China tariffs on the U.S. at 125%. 
May 7
The Federal Reserve left its key interest rate unchanged at 4.3%, saying that the risks of both higher unemployment and higher inflation have risen due to uncertainty about how and when Trump's tariffs might impact the U.S. economy. Chair Jerome Powell underscored that the tariffs have dampened consumer and business sentiment and that there's currently too many unknowns to be able to predict how the Fed might adjust its monetary policy going forward.
May 8
The United States and Britain announced a trade deal, potentially lowering the financial burden from tariffs while creating greater access abroad for American goods. The president said the agreement would lead to more beef and ethanol exports to the U.K., which would also streamline the processing of U.S. goods though customs. Trump said final details were being written up. "In the coming weeks, we'll have it all very conclusive," Trump said.
Britain said the deal will cut tariffs on U.K. cars from 27.5% to 10%, with a quota of 100,000 U.K. vehicles that can be imported to the U.S. at a 10% tariff. It also eliminate tariffs on steel and aluminum.

Separately, the European Union published a list of U.S. imports that it would target with retaliatory duties if no solution is found to end U.S. President Donald Trump's tariff war. The EU's executive branch, the European Commission, also said it would begin legal action at the World Trade Organization over the "reciprocal tariffs" that Trump imposed on countries around the world a month ago.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariff-england-trade-war-e8300b457256d4c23d64928c09ce2b63
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    Bill Gates pledges his remaining fortune to the Gates Foundation, which will close in 20 years
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            Bill Gates says he will donate 99% of his remaining tech fortune to the Gates Foundation. Today, that would be worth an estimated $107 billion. He also announced the foundation will now close in 2045, earlier than previously planned. (AP Video: Eugene Garcia, Manuel Valdez and Joe Frederick)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bill Gates speaks during the Global Fund's Seventh Replenishment Conference, Sept. 21, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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[image: People walk by a Gates Foundation sign at the foundation's campus Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Melinda French Gates smiles as she leaves June 23, 2023 the Elysee Palace in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, file)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Melinda French Gates smiles as she leaves June 23, 2023 the Elysee Palace in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, file)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Berkshire Hathaway Chairman and CEO Warren Buffett smiles during an interview in Omaha, Neb., May 7, 2018, with Liz Claman on Fox Business Network's "Countdown to the Closing Bell". (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)]
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[image: Gates Foundation CEO Mark Suzman poses for a portrait at the Gates Foundation campus Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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            Gates Foundation CEO Mark Suzman poses for a portrait at the Gates Foundation campus Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Bill Gates says he will donate 99% of his remaining tech fortune to the Gates Foundation, which will now close in 2045, earlier than previously planned. Today, that would be worth an estimated $107 billion. 
The pledge is among the largest philanthropic gifts ever - outpacing the historic contributions of industrialists like John D. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie when adjusted for inflation. Only Berkshire Hathaway investor Warren Buffett's pledge to donate his fortune -- currently estimated by Forbes at $160 billion -- may be larger depending on stock market fluctuations.
Gates' donation will be delivered over time and allow the foundation to spend an additional $200 billion over the next 20 years. The foundation already has an endowment of $77 billion built from donations from Gates, Melinda French Gates and Buffett.

    
"It's kind of thrilling to have that much to be able to put into these causes," Gates said in an interview with The Associated Press. 
His announcement Thursday signals both a promise of sustained support to those causes, particularly global health and education in the U.S., and an eventual end to the foundation's immense worldwide influence. Gates says spending down his fortune will help save and improve many lives now, which will have positive ripple effects well beyond the foundation's closure. It also makes it more likely that his intentions are honored. 

    
    
    
"I think 20 years is the right balance between giving as much as we can to make progress on these things and giving people a lot of notice that now this money will be gone," Gates said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bill Gates speaks during the Global Fund's Seventh Replenishment Conference, Sept. 21, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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In a league of its own
The pledge is "a welcome bit of boldness," at a time when optimism is in short supply said, Rhodri Davies, a philanthropy expert and author of the publication, "Public Good by Private Means."
"This announcement seems like yet more evidence that norms in foundation philanthropy might be shifting" away from a default of operating in perpetuity, he said.
The Gates Foundation has long been peerless among foundations -- attracting supporters and detractors but also numerous unfounded conspiracy theories. 
In addition to the $100 billion it has spent since its founding 25 years ago, it has directed scientific research, helped develop new technologies, and nurtured long-term partnerships with countries and companies.
About 41% of the foundation's money so far has come from Warren Buffett and the rest from the fortune Gates made at Microsoft. 
Started by Bill Gates and Melinda French Gates in 2000, the foundation plays a significant role in shaping global health policy and has carved out a special niche by partnering with companies to drive down the cost of medical treatments so low- and middle-income countries could afford them. 
"The foundation work has been way more impactful than I expected," Gates said, calling it his second and final career.
The foundation's influence on global health -- from the World Health Organization to research agendas -- is both a measure of its success and a magnet for criticism. For years, researchers have asked why a wealthy family should have so much sway over how the world improves people's health and responds to crises.

    
Gates said, like any private citizen, he can choose how to spend the money he earns and has decided to do everything he can to reduce childhood deaths. 
"Is that a bad thing? It's not an important cause? People can criticize it," he said, but the foundation will stick to its global health work.
The Associated Press receives financial support for news coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation and for news coverage of women in the workforce and statehouses from Melinda French Gates' organization, Pivotal Ventures.

    
Major ambitions for the remaining 20 years
The foundation's most prized metric is the drop in childhood deaths from preventable causes by almost half between 2000 and 2020, according to United Nations figures. The foundation's CEO Mark Suzman is careful to say they do not take credit for this accomplishment. But he believes they had a "catalytic role" -- for example, in helping deliver vaccines to children through Gavi, the vaccine alliance they helped create.
The foundation still has numerous goals -- eradicating polio, controlling other deadly diseases, like malaria, and reducing malnutrition, which makes children more vulnerable to other illnesses.
Gates hopes that by spending to address these issues now, wealthy donors will be free to tackle other problems later. 
The Gates Foundation had planned to wind down two decades after Gates' death, meaning today's announcement significantly moves up that timetable. Gates plans to stay engaged, though at 69, he acknowledged he may not have a say.
In its remaining two decades, the foundation will maintain a budget of around $9 billion a year, which represents a leveling off from its almost annual growth since 2006, when Buffett first started donating. 

    
Suzman expects the foundation will narrow its focus to top priorities. 
"Having that time horizon and the resources just puts an even greater burden on us to say, 'Are you actually putting your resources, your thumb down, on what are going to be the biggest, most successful bets rather than scattering it too thinly?'" Suzman said, which he acknowledged was creating uncertainty even within the foundation about what programs would continue. 
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Gates is the only remaining founder
Major changes preceded the foundation's 25th year. 
In 2021, Melinda French Gates and Bill Gates divorced, and Buffett resigned as the foundation's trustee. They recruited a new board of trustees to help govern the foundation, and in 2024, French Gates left to continue work at her own organization. 
French Gates said she decided to step down partly to focus on countering the rollback of women's rights in the U.S. At the ELLE Women of Impact event in New York in April, she said she wanted to leave the foundation at a high point.
"I so trusted Mark Suzman, the current CEO," she said. "We had a board in place that I helped put in place, and I knew their values." 
Even as the foundation's governance stabilizes, the road ahead looks difficult. Enduring conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza, global economic turmoil and cuts to foreign aid forecast fewer resources coming to global health and development.
"The greatest uncertainty for us is the generosity that will go into global health," Gates said. "Will it continue to go down like it has the last few years or can we get it back to where it should be?" 
Even facing these obstacles, Gates and the foundation speak, as they often do, with optimism, pointing to innovations they've funded or ways they've helped reduce the cost of care. 
"It's incredible to come up with these low-cost things and tragic if we can't get them out to everyone who needs them," Gates said. "So it's going to require renewing that commitment of those who are well off to help those who are in the greatest need."

    
    More on the Gates Foundation announcement
	How the Gates Foundation changed global health and philanthropy in its first 25 years.

	Bill Gates in his own words: "I'd love to be beat in all of this work. Somebody should try and pay more taxes than I did, and save more lives than I did, and give more money than I did, and be smarter than I've been."

	Melinda French Gates in her own words: "I like to think that right now, the foundation's work is contributing to a child getting a vaccine or a woman opening her first bank account -- and that decades from now, their families and communities are going to continue to look different."

 


    


___
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    The Gates Foundation's first 25 years: How it changed global health and philanthropy
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[image: A person walks outside of the Gates Foundation campus Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Gates Foundation CEO Mark Suzman poses for a portrait at the Gates Foundation campus Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Bill Gates speaks during the Global Fund's Seventh Replenishment Conference, Sept. 21, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)]
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            By 
            THALIA BEATY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- In its first 25 years, the Gates Foundation became one of the world's largest charitable foundations and one of the most powerful institutions in global health -- an accomplishment that carried both accolades and controversy.
Bill Gates and Melinda French Gates had grand ambitions for their foundation, but little experience in global health or philanthropy. They were moved by stories like those written by New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof about children dying from diseases caused by a lack of sanitation. In characteristic Gates style, they tackled these problems with rigor, data and close oversight. 
As a result, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation -- formed in 2000 by the merger of two family foundations and funded by Gates' Microsoft wealth and later, by tens of billions from investor Warren Buffett -- inserted itself into the architecture of global health. 

    
Along the way, the foundation's leaders redefined what it means to be philanthropists.
"As I was learning about what children die of, you know, HIV and diarrhea and pneumonia, were all things that I was stunned how little was going into helping the poor countries," Gates said in an interview with The Associated Press.



    
        




    




He responded in a way few others could, by pouring billions into the foundation, which spent $100 billion in its first 25 years, with about half going toward global health.

    
    
    
Thanks to its largesse, as well as the expertise of its employees, its connections to governments and companies, and the profile of its founders, the Gates Foundation now garners at least the same influence, if not more, in almost any global health forum as many countries. 
That era now has an end date. Gates announced Thursday that the foundation will close in 2045, pledging that he plans to donate 99% of his remaining fortune, which would be $107 billion today, to the nonprofit by then. Gates said the foundation can maintain its culture and workforce over that time. 
"We'll be showing that we're doing the most we can and give a lot of predictability to the field by (saying,) 'We'll be here all of those 20 years, but not thereafter,'" he said.

    
With great power, comes much scrutiny
The foundation's influence over global health policy and its partnerships with companies and other private sector actors have long drawn questions. 
Researcher Linsey McGoey, a professor of sociology at the University of Essex, who wrote the book "No Such Thing as a Free Gift " about the foundation, asks how charitable it is to "give away" money to a foundation the donor controls.
Others like Anuj Kapilashrami, global health professor at the University of Essex, argue the foundation's preference for low-cost treatments and interventions does not inherently help build the capacity of health systems. 
"We do not tackle the causes, the underlying drivers of what is producing ill-health, but we choose areas and health issues where we can just push these magic bullets: commodities, drugs (and) bed nets," she said.
Mark Suzman, who has been with the foundation for 18 years and CEO since 2020, said close supervision of grantees and the foundation's data-driven processes are key to its success.

    
"We are not a 'write the check, call us in three years and let us know what it looks like,'" kind of funder, Suzman said. "We'll be calling you up probably every week, and we'll have some opinions. But we want your opinions back."
The foundation is proud of the many vaccines, medical devices and treatment protocols it has helped develop. It is optimistic about a pipeline of innovations, including potential vaccines for malaria and HIV, as possible accomplishments in its remaining 20 years.
David McCoy, a physician who was then at the University College London, argued back in 2009 that only a small portion of the foundation's spending went directly to organizations located in the countries where they work, with most going to international organizations like the World Health Organization or to groups located in the U.S. and Europe. 
Suzman said he has been an internal champion of shifting more of the foundation's work from Seattle to in-country offices. 

    
Lifting private partnerships in global health 
The foundation's flagship issue, and the main way it measures its success, is in reducing preventable childhood deaths.
The Gates Foundation helped establish two major public-private partnerships: Gavi, the vaccine alliance that funds and distributes vaccines for children, and the Global Fund, which, along with governments, funds the treatment and control of HIV, tuberculosis and malaria.
The foundation says the two organizations have saved tens of millions of lives and are some of the most important examples of its impact.
However, Amy Patterson, politics professor at The University of the South, Sewanee, says public-private partnerships like Gavi and the Global Fund diminish the power of civil society groups and citizens compared to public health systems.

    
"It certainly has moved us from thinking about health as a state responsibility, which raises questions about accountability and participation," said Patterson, who has researched the management of AIDS in African countries, including the role of civic groups.
"That is not to discount the millions of lives saved, or children immunized, or women who have access to reproductive health, or the innovations that have brought efficiency," Patterson said. "But if you think about the social contract between states taking care of their people, how do we have that same kind of accountability in this type of a system?"
Championing philanthropy and setting the bar for billionaires
A huge moment in the early history of the foundation came in 2006 when Buffett pledged to donate a percentage of his Berkshire Hathaway shares annually, almost doubling the foundation's resources.
Buffett teamed with Gates and French Gates again in 2010 to launch a new commitment for billionaires: to give away more than half their money in their lifetimes or at the time of their death.
The Giving Pledge now has more than 240 people agreeing to those terms, far exceeding Gates' expectations. However, certainly not every billionaire has.
Gates hopes others will surpass his giving. 
"I'd love to be beat in all of this work," he said. "Somebody should try and pay more taxes than I did, and save more lives than I did, and give more money than I did, and be smarter than I've been."
He acknowledged that cuts to foreign aid and health funding under President Donald Trump's current administration, wars, and economic turmoil significantly challenge the foundation's hopes of eradicating polio, controlling malaria, and reducing the number of child and maternal deaths in the next 20 years. 
"The metric that we should be measured against is the success of the whole global health field. Did we draw people in? Did we keep governments engaged, and therefore, do we get childhood death rates down from the 5 million to cut it in half again?" he said. "I can't promise you we will, because without the partners, that's not doable. And the current trend line is not positive for that."
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for news coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation and for news coverage of women in the workforce and in statehouses from Melinda French Gates' organization, Pivotal Ventures.
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    Eggs are less likely to crack when dropped on their side, according to science




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A hen stands on eggs inside her coop at at a farm in Glenview, Ill., on Friday, Feb. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]
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            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Eggs are less likely to crack when they fall on their side, according to experiments with over 200 eggs.
What does this mean for the best way to crack an egg for breakfast? Not much, since a break around the middle is the best way to get the golden yolk and runny whites to ooze out. 
But scientists said it could help with hard-boiling eggs in a pot: Dropping eggs in horizontally may be less likely to cause a stray crack that can unleash the egg's insides in a puffy, cloudy mess.
It's commonly thought that eggs are strongest at their ends -- after all, it's how they're packaged in the carton. The thinking is that the arc-shaped bottom of an egg redirects the force and softens the blow of impact.
But when scientists squeezed eggs in both directions during a compression test, they cracked under the same amount of force. 
"The fun started when we thought we would get one result and then we saw another," said Hudson Borja da Rocha with Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who helped run the experiments. 

    
The researchers also ran simulations and dropped eggs horizontally and vertically from three short heights up to 0.4 inches (10 millimeters). 



    
        




    




The egg result? The ones dropped horizontally cracked less . 
"The common sense is that the egg in the vertical direction is stronger than if you lay the egg down. But they proved that's not the case," said materials scientist Marc Meyers with the University of California, San Diego who was not involved with the new study.

    
    
    
Scientists found that the egg's equator was more flexible and absorbed more of the energy of the fall before cracking. The findings were published Thursday in the journal Communications Physics.
Eggs are also usually nestled top-down into homemade contraptions for egg drop challenges as part of school STEM projects, which partially inspired the new study. It's not yet clear whether the new results will help protect these vulnerable eggs, which are dropped at much loftier heights.

    
It's a bit counterintuitive that the oblong side of an egg could hold up better against a tumble, said study co-author Tal Cohen with Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Countless broken eggs show "the courage to go and challenge these very common, accepted notions," Cohen said.
___
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                    Science

    Private Japanese lunar lander enters orbit around moon ahead of a June touchdown




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This photo provided by ispace in January 2025 shows the Resilience lunar lander. (ispace via AP, File)]
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            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        A private lunar lander from Japan is now circling the moon, with just another month to go before it attempts a touchdown. 
Tokyo-based ispace said Wednesday morning its Resilience lander entered lunar orbit. 
"The countdown to lunar landing has now officially begun," the company said in a statement.
SpaceX launched Resilience with U.S-based Firefly Aerospace's lunar lander in January. Firefly got there first in March, becoming the first private outfit to successfully land a spacecraft on the moon without crashing or falling over. Another American company, Intuitive Machines, landed a spacecraft on the moon a few days later, but it ended up sideways in a crater.
Now it's ispace's turn. It's targeting the first week of June for Resilience's touchdown. The company's first lander crashed into the moon in 2023.
The lander holds a mini rover equipped with a scoop to gather lunar dirt for analysis as well as other experiments.
___
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    Snakes have bitten this man hundreds of times. His blood could help make a better treatment




                    

                

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    In a new study published Friday in the journal Cell, scientists created one antivenom to treat snakebites from several different species in mice -- using antibodies from Tim Friede's blood. A more universal antivenom for humans is still many years away.


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Tim Friede has been bitten by snakes hundreds of times -- often on purpose. Now scientists are studying his blood in hopes of creating a better treatment for snake bites. 
Friede has long had a fascination with reptiles and other venomous creatures. He used to milk scorpions' and spiders' venom as a hobby and kept dozens of snakes at his Wisconsin home.
Hoping to protect himself from snake bites -- and out of what he calls "simple curiosity" -- he began injecting himself with small doses of snake venom and then slowly increased the amount to try to build up tolerance. He would then let snakes bite him.

    
"At first, it was very scary," Friede said. "But the more you do it, the better you get at it, the more calm you become with it." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Centivax, Tim Friede, center, stands in a lab in South San Francisco, Calif., in 2023, that is using his blood to prepare an antivenom to the bites of various snakes. (Centivax via AP)]
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While no doctor or emergency medical technician -- or anyone, really -- would ever suggest this is a remotely good idea, experts say his method tracks how the body works. When the immune system is exposed to the toxins in snake venom, it develops antibodies that can neutralize the poison. If it's a small amount of venom the body can react before it's overwhelmed. And if it's venom the body has seen before, it can react more quickly and handle larger exposures. 
Friede has withstood snakebites and injections for nearly two decades and still has a refrigerator full of venom. In videos posted to his YouTube channel, he shows off swollen fang marks on his arms from black mamba, taipan and water cobra bites.
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[image: Challah slices are dipped into an egg custard to make French toast in New York. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Challah French toast is a simple but indulgent breakfast to make Mom on Mother's Day
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cultural and architectural historian Michael Henry Adams poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Met Gala is over, but dandyism isn't. Here's how to dress like a dandy in everyday life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Holly LaFavers shows boxes of Dum-Dum lollipops outside of Holly LaFavers's home Monday, May 5, 2025, in Lexington, Ky. (Holly LaFavers via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Kentucky boy uses mother's phone to order 70K Dum-Dum suckers to share with his friends
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"I wanted to push the limits as close to death as possible to where I'm just basically teetering right there and then back off of it," he said. 

    
    
    
But Friede also wanted to help. He emailed every scientist he could find, asking them to study the tolerance he'd built up.

    
And there is a need: Around 110,000 people die from snakebite every year, according to the World Health Organization. And making antivenom is expensive and difficult. It is often created by injecting large mammals like horses with venom and collecting the antibodies they produce. These antivenoms are usually only effective against specific snake species, and can sometimes produce bad reactions due to their nonhuman origins.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Centivax shows Mark Bellin and Hannah Hirou who are involved in efforts to produce an antivenom to counteract the bites of various snakes, at a lab in South San Francisco, Calif., in 2025. (Centivax via AP)]
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When Columbia University's Peter Kwong heard of Friede, he said, "Oh, wow, this is very unusual. We had a very special individual with amazing antibodies that he created over 18 years."
In a study published Friday in the journal Cell, Kwong and collaborators shared what they were able to do with Friede's unique blood: They identified two antibodies that neutralize venom from many different snake species with the aim of someday producing a treatment that could offer broad protection. 
It's very early research -- the antivenom was only tested in mice, and researchers are still years away from human trials. And while their experimental treatment shows promise against the group of snakes that include mambas and cobras, it's not effective against vipers, which include snakes like rattlers. 
"Despite the promise, there is much work to do," said Nicholas Casewell, a snakebite researcher at Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine in an email. Casewell was not involved with the new study.

    
Friede's journey has not been without its missteps. Among them: He said after one bad snake bite he had to cut off part of his finger. And some particularly nasty cobra bites sent him to the hospital.
Friede is now employed by Centivax, a company trying to develop the treatment and that helped pay for the study. He's excited that his 18-year odyssey could one day save lives from snakebite, but his message to those inspired to follow in his footsteps is simple: "Don't do it," he said.
___
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump touts his accomplishments at 100 days but at times falls short on the facts
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            President Donald Trump celebrated the 100th day of his second term in office with a campaign-style rally in Michigan Tuesday, touting successes and focusing on grudges while U.S. consumer confidence plunged to a Covid-era low.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump walks on stage to speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In a visit Tuesday to Warren, Michigan, President Donald Trump celebrated his first 100 days back in office by touting his accomplishments, while embellishing some and misrepresenting others.
The speech of about 90 minutes was reminiscent of a campaign rally and covered much of the same ground as he lobbed insults at the previous administration and detractors.
In highlighting his accomplishments, he made a number of false and misleading statements on topics such as the state of the economy and the price of eggs.
Here's a look at the facts.
Trump exaggerates drop in gas prices
TRUMP: "Gasoline was almost $4 not so long ago. And now, Mike, we just hit $1.98 in a lot of states. Think of it."
THE FACTS: As of Tuesday, no state had an average gas price of $1.98. Mississippi had the lowest price, at $2.67 per gallon of regular gas. Trump previously made this claim about the level of gas prices on April 16, but they had not fallen as low as $1.98 that day either -- or any day in the last two weeks. Mississippi and Tennessee were tied for the lowest average price on April 16, at $2.707 per gallon of regular gas.

    
National average prices rose under former President Joe Biden to a high of $5.01 in June 2022 before falling to $3.09 in December of that year. Prices rose again to a high of $3.88 in September 2023, but were down to $3.139 in December 2024. They were at $3.13 nationally as of Tuesday. The last time prices surpassed $4 was in August 2022.

    
    
    
Cost of eggs not as low as Trump says
TRUMP: "Since I took office, the cost of eggs is down 87% now."
THE FACTS: The retail price of a dozen large eggs decreased in price to $2.07 in September 2023, but has been on the rise since October 2024. As of March, they were up to $6.23.
Wholesale egg prices, on the other hand, fell significantly in March, but not by 87%. They were at a high of $8.17 for a dozen large eggs on March 3 and had dropped to $2.92 by March 26 -- a decrease of approximately 64%.

    
University of Arkansas agricultural economist Jada Thompson told the AP earlier this month that because the wholesale prices did not start dropping until mid-March, there may not have been enough time for the average price for the month to decline. And grocery stores may not have immediately passed on the lower prices.
Inflation was already falling under Biden
TRUMP: "We're ending the inflation nightmare. The worst that we've had, probably in the history of our country."
THE FACTS: Inflation started falling long before Trump started his second term. Inflation peaked at 9.1% in June 2022 after rising steadily in the first 17 months of Biden's presidency from a low of 0.1% in May 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic. As of December, it had fallen to 2.9%. The most recent data shows that, as of March, it had fallen to 2.4%. Other historical periods have seen higher inflation, such as a more than 14% rate in 1980, according to the Federal Reserve. 

    
Coal production is cleaner, but it still creates emissions
TRUMP: "We stopped their crusade on coal. Did you see what I did the other day? Clean, beautiful coal."
THE FACTS: The production of coal is cleaner now than it has been historically, but that doesn't mean it's clean.
Planet-warming carbon dioxide emissions from the coal industry have decreased over the past 30 years, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Energy lobbyist Scott Segal told the AP earlier this month that "the relative statement that coal-fired electricity is cleaner than ever before is true, particularly when emissions are measured per unit of electricity produced."
And yet, coal production worldwide still needs to be reduced sharply to address climate change, according to United Nations-backed research.
Along with carbon dioxide, burning coal emits sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides that contribute to acid rain, smog and respiratory illnesses, according to the EIA.
Trump misleads on Biden-era 'electric vehicle mandate'
TRUMP: "I terminated Joe Biden's insane electric vehicle mandate where you were mandated to buy an electric vehicle. You were mandated within just a few years to buy an electric vehicle."
THE FACTS: It's misleading to claim that the Biden administration implemented such a mandate. In April 2023, the Environmental Protection Agency announced strict limits on greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles. The agency said these limits could be met if 67% of new-vehicle sales are electric by 2032.

    
And yet, the new rule did not include a requirement for automakers to boost electric vehicle sales directly. It set emissions limits and allowed automakers to choose how to meet them.
EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced on March 12 that the agency would reconsider the rule, but it has not yet been terminated.

In 2019, Kamala Harris co-sponsored a bill as a U.S. senator called the Zero-Emission Vehicles Act that would have required 100% of new passenger vehicles sold to be zero-emission by 2040. The bill, which stalled in committee, did not ban ownership of vehicles that produce emissions. ___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    Politics

    FACT FOCUS: Trump credited with rising military recruitment. Growth started before his reelection




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: U.S. military members attend to patients as part of a program with Panama's Health Ministry, in Sardinilla, Panama, Thursday, March 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)]
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            By 
            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        U.S. military recruitment has made a comeback following a downturn caused primarily by the COVID-19 pandemic, low unemployment and stiff competition from the private sector.
Posts circulating widely on social media give President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth credit for this increase, a claim that has been pushed by the president and others in his administration.
But Defense Department data shows the uptick began well before Trump's reelection in November and experts point to actions taken by the military during the Biden administration as key reasons for the increase.
Here's a look at the facts.
CLAIM: President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth are causing military recruitment numbers to skyrocket.
THE FACTS: This is an overstatement and is missing context. Recruitment numbers for all military branches have been on the rise for the last few years, according to Defense Department data. Experts cite factors such as improving recruitment strategies, increased bonuses and new prep courses that predated the 2024 presidential election as factors in the change, although they acknowledge Trump's election could have also played a role.

    
"There may be some American teenagers or their parents, more likely, who were more comfortable joining the military in a Republican administration than a Democratic administration," said Katherine Kuzminski, director of studies at the independent Washington think tank Center for a New American Security and an expert on military recruitment. "But I don't think that alone explains why we've seen an increase lately."



    
        




    




Military enlistment was 12.5% higher in fiscal year 2024, which ran from Oct. 1, 2023 to Sept. 30, 2024, than in fiscal year 2023. There were 225,000 new recruits in the former and 200,000 in the latter, said Katie Helland, who oversees recruitment policies and programs as the Defense Department's director of Military Accession Policy, at a media roundtable in October. Those totals include both active and reserve troops in all five military branches, as well as about 4,800 Navy recruits from fiscal year 2024 who signed contracts, but could not be shipped out due to basic training limitations.

    
    
    
And the recruiting numbers for the current fiscal year 2025, which started the month before Trump's election, have continued to increase. 

    
In an interview with The Associated Press in January, then-Army Secretary Christine Wormuth said the Army is on pace to bring in 61,000 young people by the end of the fiscal year in September and will have more than 20,000 additional young people signed up in the delayed entry program for 2026. It will be the Army's second straight year of meeting its enlistment goals.
"What's really remarkable is the first quarter contracts that we have signed are the highest rate in the last 10 years," Wormuth said. "We are going like gangbusters, which is terrific."
Some on social media have given Trump and Hegseth sole credit for the improving numbers, this week citing a Fox News graphic that aired Tuesday during a "Fox & Friends" interview with Hegseth. The graphic compared cumulative recruitment numbers for the first two months of the current fiscal year with those of the first five months.

    
"Holy smokes. Military recruitment is THROUGH THE ROOF," reads one X post sharing the Fox graphic. "Absolutely smashing every goal. This is what happens when you have strong leadership."
Kuzminski noted there's no data to back up whether Trump's election had been a factor in the most recent increase in recruiting numbers.
"We can't rule out that for some people it was a factor, but the real way to get around that would be to actually do more qualitative surveys or interviews like," she said.
The Department of Defense did not respond to a request for comment beyond providing numbers around recruitment. 
Its most recent Joint Advertising Market Research Survey, published in January, does not list politics among the top reasons for either joining or not joining the military. 
The survey polled youth ages 16-21. Fifty-three percent of respondents listed "pay/money" in response to the question, "If you were to consider joining the U.S. Military, what would be the main reason(s)?"

    
Seventy-two percent chose "possibility of physical injury/death" in response to the question, "What would be the main reason(s) why you would NOT consider joining the U.S. Military?"
Prior to the recent uptick in recruits, military services struggled to overcome severe restrictions on in-person recruiting mandated by the COVID-19 pandemic, the low unemployment rate and stiff competition from private companies able to pay more and provide similar or better benefits.
Kuzminski said modernizing recruitment efforts was a major factor in improving the numbers. Instead of relying on recruiting centers in strip malls, for example, she said there has been a push over the last 20 years to "think about capturing American youth where they exist online and not just in person."

    
Another barrier to recruitment has been the number of potential recruits who are qualified for enlistment. According to the most recent Defense Department data available, 77% of youth 17 to 24 years old do not qualify for military service without some type of waiver for issues such as weight, drug abuse or mental health.
Military officials and experts have pointed to prep courses intended to help potential recruits meet academic and physical military standards as helping to solve this issue. The Army launched its Future Soldier Preparatory Course in August 2022. The Navy began its own program, the Future Sailor Preparatory Course, in April 2023.
Enticements, such as bonuses for recruiters who exceed their baseline enlistment requirement and promotions for young enlisted soldiers who successfully bring in recruits, also play a role.

Mark Cancian, a senior adviser in the Center for Strategic and International Studies' defense and security department, said, "In part, I think you're seeing the results of money that the Biden administration put in, and Congress too, the incentives are greater." 
But, he added, "I think that, to be honest, Hegseth, I think he has excited a certain part of the American society."
He noted that, ultimately, there isn't enough data yet to know the impact Trump and Hegseth have had on military recruitment.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    Health

    FACT FOCUS: Examining RFK Jr.'s claims about measles, autism and diet as head of HHS




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a news conference on the Autism report by the CDC at the Hubert Humphrey Building Auditorium in Washington, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. attends a swearing in ceremony for Dr. Mehmet Oz to be Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, April 18, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In just two months as the federal health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has made sweeping changes to the Department of Health and Human Services -- and its priorities. 
He's dismissed 10,000 public health workers, met with state governors who want to restrict unhealthy foods in taxpayer-funded programs and delivered an inconsistent message on vaccines as measles outbreaks across the country have sickened hundreds. Last week, he promised to find some of the causes of rising U.S. autism rates in under six months' time.
Kennedy's followers -- a contingent of health-conscious moms, Republicans loyal to President Donald Trump and others -- have celebrated his "Make America Healthy Again" initiatives. But scientists and public health experts have expressed dismay over some of Kennedy's statements about Americans' diets, vaccines, measles and autism. Here's a look at some of those claims Kennedy has made, with additional context and facts.


Autism
KENNEDY, at a news conference Wednesday: Studies show that autism rates in the U.S. were "1 in 10,000 when I was a kid" compared to a recent U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study that found it to be 1 in 31. He says that is evidence of an autism epidemic in the U.S. and that, "we know it's an environmental exposure. It has to be." 
THE FACTS: It's true that in the 20th century, only 1 in 10,000 children were diagnosed with autism --- the diagnosis was rare and given only to kids with severe problems communicating or socializing and those with unusual, repetitive behaviors. But the term became shorthand for a group of milder, related conditions known as ''autism spectrum disorders," and the number of kids labeled as having some form of autism began to balloon. 

    
    
    
The term "epidemic" is widely used to describe surges in different health problems -- like autism, obesity and gun violence, to name a few. But strictly speaking, "epidemic" is defined as a fast-spreading outbreak of disease, and there's not good evidence that autism meets that definition. 

    
Health officials have largely attributed growing autism numbers to better recognition of cases, through wide screening and better diagnosis. Last week, the CDC said diagnosis rate is up to 1 in 31 children. 
There are no blood or biologic tests for autism; it is diagnosed by making judgments about a child's behavior. Research has looked at a variety of other possible explanations, including genetics, the age of the father, the weight of the mother and chemicals in the environment.
Prior to his rise to health secretary, Kennedy joined anti-vaccine advocates in claiming childhood vaccines are responsible for autism, but studies by the CDC and others have ruled that out. A fraudulent single study that claimed a link between the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine was later retracted by the journal that published it. 
Kennedy recently announced a major study into the cause of autism and told an April 10 Cabinet meeting: "By September we will know what has caused the autism epidemic and we'll be able to eliminate those exposures." But last week, he softened that to having "some of the answers by September."
-- Mike Stobbe and Devi Shastri

    
Vaccines
KENNEDY, in interview with Sean Hannity that aired on Fox News on March 11: "There are adverse events from the vaccine. It does cause deaths every year. It causes -- it causes all the illnesses that measles itself causes, encephalitis and blindness, et cetera. And so people ought to be able to make that choice for themselves."
THE FACTS: The measles vaccine is safe and its risks are lower than the risks of complications from measles. There have been no documented deaths from the MMR vaccine in healthy, non-immunocompromised people, according to the Infectious Diseases Society of America.
Most people who get the MMR vaccine have no serious problems from it, the CDC says. The most common side effects are mild: a sore arm, fever, mild rash and temporary joint pain or stiffness in teenage or adult women who don't already have rubella immunity. There is a very small risk of febrile seizures that increases as infants get older, which is why the shot is recommended as early as possible. 

    
Some people can have allergic reactions; people allergic to the antibiotic neomycin should not get the shot, according to the CDC.
-- Devi Shastri
KENNEDY, in an April interview with CBS: "We're always going to have measles, no matter what happens, as the (MMR) vaccine wanes very quickly." 
THE FACTS: The measles vaccine is highly protective and lasts a lifetime for most people. Two doses of the vaccine are 97% effective against the virus, according to the CDC and medical experts worldwide. Before the vaccine was introduced in 1963, the U.S. saw some 3 million to 4 million cases per year. Now, it's usually fewer than 200 in a normal year.

    
Usually, most measles cases come to the U.S. from abroad. This is why high vaccination rates are important. When 95% or more people are vaccinated, entire communities are considered protected from the virus, which is important for people who are too young or who cannot get the vaccine due to health issues. 
-- Devi Shastri
Measles
KENNEDY, in a CBS interview posted April 9, discussing death of 8-year-old child in Texas who had measles: "The thing that killed (her) was not the measles, but it was a bacteriological infection." 
THE FACTS: Two children in Texas have died -- both from measles complications, according to the Texas State Department of Health and Human Services. The state health department has made clear that the children were not vaccinated and had no underlying conditions. Doctors at University Medical Center in Lubbock who treated the 8-year-old said she died of "measles pulmonary failure." 
Claiming that patients die of complications and not the actual disease that led to them is a tactic that anti-vaccine advocates have used to undermine Texas health experts since the first child died of measles in March -- and in other outbreaks before that. It's also a talking point that Kennedy, who spent 20 years as one of the world's leading anti-vaccine activists, continues to amplify. 
Measles complications can include pneumonia, brain swelling and other respiratory or neurological complications, which can lead to death in 1 to 3 of every 1,000 children who are infected, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
---Devi Shastri
KENNEDY, in April 6 in an X post, said two Texas doctors "have treated and healed some 300 measles-stricken Mennonite children using aerosolized budesonide and clarithromycin."
THE FACTS: Pediatricians note there is no cure for measles: It is a virus that the body has to fight off on its own. The best way to protect against the risks of measles is to get vaccinated to lower the chance of contracting it. 
Budesonide is a steroid used in different forms to treat asthma, ulcerative colitis and other conditions. Clarithromycin is an antibiotic; it fights bacteria, not viruses. Neither drug is recommended for treating measles -- the use is "risky and unproven" -- the American Academy of Pediatrics says. 
"There are no miracle cures for measles," Dr. Sean O'Leary, who chairs the academy's Committee on Infectious Diseases, recently said in a fact check on the organization's website. "If your child becomes sick with measles, doctors will do everything we can to care for them, but the truth is we do not have effective treatments against this viral infection."
---Devi Shastri
Nutrition and obesity
KENNEDY, at an April 15 event in Indianapolis, said 70% of Americans are obese or overweight, compared to 3% of Americans during President John F. Kennedy's tenure in the early 1960s.
THE FACTS: Nearly three-quarters of Americans are overweight, including about 40% with obesity, according to recent figures from the CDC. Between 1960 and 1962, about 13% of people in the U.S. had obesity, according to historic CDC data. 
The rise in obesity in the U.S. and other developed countries in recent decades has been well-documented and studied. Experts say there is no single explanation for the increase, but that it stems from a combination of factors, including biological and environmental contributors, an increase in available calories and a decline in physical activity. Changes in the food supply, including the development of high-calorie, cheap ultraprocessed foods have been linked to obesity, but exactly how these foods affect weight gain remains unclear. 
KENNEDY at April 10 cabinet meeting regarding food dyes: "We've shown now that this directly affects academic performance, violence in the schools, and mental health, as well as physical health."
THE FACTS: Recent research shows synthetic food colors common in U.S. foods are linked to neurobehavioral problems in children and that the dyes may cause or exacerbate symptoms, particularly hyperactivity. In addition, children may vary widely in their sensitivity to the dyes.
"It is clear that some children are likely to be more adversely affected by food dyes than others," researchers in California's Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment reported in 2021. 
Those responses have the potential to affect school work and behaviors such as aggression, but to date there is no clear evidence of a direct relationship between food dyes and academic performance, violence or other mental and physical conditions, scientists say. 
To date, scientific evidence shows that "most children have no adverse effects when consuming foods containing color additives," according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which regulates the dyes. 
KENNEDY on March 28 during a speech in West Virginia to encourage restrictions to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: "Twenty years ago, there was no diabetes in China. Today 50% of the population is diabetic."
THE FACTS: Diabetes prevalence has gone up in China over the past two decades, driven by rising living standards, urbanization and an aging population. About 6.1% of the population had diabetes in 2001-2002, according to a 2005 analysis.
But that has only grown to to 12.4%, according to latest data included in a Lancet report in 2024.
-- JoNel Aleccia
___
AP reporter Amanda Seitz in Washington contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    World News

    Yes, New Zealand still has more sheep than people. But humans are catching up




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Farmer Ross Turner feeds his sheep hay in his snow covered paddocks on the outskirts of Christchurch, New Zealand, July 12, 2017. (AP Photo/Mark Baker,File)]
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            By 
            CHARLOTTE GRAHAM-MCLAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- The vast number of sheep in New Zealand relative to the country's scant human population has long been the subject of jokes aimed at New Zealanders abroad. It's true: The country is one of a handful in the world that's still home to more sheep than people.
But humans are catching up, according to new figures released Tuesday. With a population of 23.6 million sheep and 5.3 million people, there are about 4.5 sheep for each New Zealander, government statistics agency data showed.
That's down from 22 sheep per person in 1982, when farming sheep for meat and wool was New Zealand's biggest earner. Now, years of falling wool prices prompted by a global shift to synthetic fibers have led farmers to change what they do with their land, the sector's biggest lobby group said.

    
A shrinking flock
By land area, New Zealand is about the size of the United Kingdom, but it has a human population 13 times smaller than the U.K. That means there's plenty of room for sheep.
For close to 150 years, the sheep industry was the backbone of New Zealand's economy and numbers boomed -- peaking in 1982 when there were more than 70 million sheep and just 3.2 million people. Before "Lord of the Rings" brought waves of tourists to the country, images of green fields filled with placid sheep against backdrops of snow-capped mountains dominated the country's marketing abroad.
But over years of decline for global wool prices since -- and despite recent rallies -- the national flock has steadily diminished. Now dairy holds the biggest share of New Zealand's agriculture and horticulture-dominant export market.

    
    
    
Farmers try something new
In 2023, Stats NZ, a government agency, said New Zealand in 2022 dipped below five sheep per person for the first time. The national flock had lost a million more sheep in Tuesday's figures, which recorded livestock numbers as of June 2024.
Toby Williams, a spokesperson for sector lobby group Federated Farmers, said sheep farmers have switched to more lucrative pursuits -- dairy, or the conversion of land from farming to pine forestry in order to sell carbon offsets.
"If I'm really honest, the wool industry is almost at that tipping point, if not already there, of not having a wool industry anymore," he said.

    
Measures to bolster wool
The government has drawn up measures intended to slow the decline, including an announcement in 2024 that they will place limits on the scale of farmland that can be converted to carbon forestry.
New government procurement guidelines launched in April urge the use of New Zealand wool products -- such as carpets and insulation -- in newly constructed or refurbished public buildings. But those measures are not expected to halt declining sheep numbers.

Some sheep-farming countries are recording similar trends. New Zealand's closest neighbor Australia -- the source of most of the sheep jokes about New Zealanders -- is also home to more sheep than people, but the national flock is shrinking there too.
The gap is slimmer: There are about three sheep per Australian. 
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                    World News

    A rare New Zealand snail is filmed for the first time laying an egg from its neck
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            CHARLOTTE GRAHAM-MCLAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- The strange reproductive habits of a large, carnivorous New Zealand snail were once shrouded in mystery. Now footage of the snail laying an egg from its neck has been captured for the first time, the country's conservation agency said Wednesday.
What looks like a tiny hen's egg is seen emerging from an opening below the head of the Powelliphanta augusta snail, a threatened species endemic to New Zealand. 
The video was taken at a facility on the South Island's West Coast, where conservation rangers attempting to save the species from extinction have cared for a population of the snails in chilled containers for nearly two decades.
The conditions in the containers mimic the alpine weather in their only former habitat -- a remote mountain they were named for, on the West Coast of the South Island, that has been engulfed by mining. 



    
        




    




Observing their habits
Lisa Flanagan from the Department of Conservation, who has worked with the creatures for 12 years, said the species still holds surprises.
"It's remarkable that in all the time we've spent caring for the snails, this is the first time we've seen one lay an egg," she said in a statement.
Like other snails, Powelliphanta augusta are hermaphrodites, which explains how the creatures can reproduce when encased in a hard shell. The invertebrate uses a genital pore on the right side of its body, just below the head, to simultaneously exchange sperm with another snail, which is stored until each creates an egg.

    
A long but slow reproductive life
Each snail takes eight years to reach sexual maturity, after which it lays about five eggs a year. The egg can take more than a year to hatch.
"Some of our captive snails are between 25 and 30 years old," said Flanagan. "They're polar opposites to the pest garden snail we introduced to New Zealand, which is like a weed, with thousands of offspring each year and a short life."
The dozens of species and subspecies of Powelliphanta snails are only found in New Zealand, mostly in rugged forest and grassland settings where they are threatened by habitat loss.
They are carnivores that slurp up earthworms like noodles, and are some of the world's largest snails , with oversized, distinctive shells in a range of rich earth colors and swirling patterns.
A political storm
The Powelliphanta augusta was the center of public uproar and legal proceedings in the early 2000s, when an energy company's plans to mine for coal threatened to destroy the snails' habitat. 
Some 4,000 were removed from the site and relocated, while 2,000 more were housed in chilled storage in the West Coast town of Hokitika to ensure the preservation of the species, which is slow to breed and doesn't adapt well to new habitats.
In 2011, some 800 of the snails accidentally died in a Department of Conservation refrigerator with faulty temperature control. 

But the species' slow survival continues: In March this year, there were nearly 1,900 snails and nearly 2,200 eggs in captivity, the conservation agency said.
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                    Sports

    Sliding mitts are baseball's 'must-have,' even if at youth levels, they're all fashion, no function




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO COLES NOT COLE Youth ballplayer Grayson Coles, left, waits for his game to get underway with his Savannah Banana sliding mitt in his back pocket on April 27, 2025 in Monroeville, Pa. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: Youth ballplayer Josiah Jones bats during youth baseball game in Monroeville, Pa., with his sliding matt in his back pocket on April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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            Youth ballplayer Josiah Jones bats during youth baseball game in Monroeville, Pa., with his sliding matt in his back pocket on April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youth ballplayer Josiah Jones bats during youth baseball game in Monroeville, Pa., with his sliding matt in his back pocket on April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: Chicago White Sox's Scott Podsednik steals second base during a baseball game against the Cleveland Indians, June 29, 2009, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]
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[image: San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr., left, scores before Pittsburgh Pirates catcher Joey Bart can apply the tag on a wild pitch by pitcher David Bednar during the ninth inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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            WILL GRAVES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Andrew McCutchen hasn't had the conversation with his 7-year-old son Steel yet, but the Pittsburgh Pirates star knows it's probably coming at some point.
Steel, already playing in a youth baseball league, will probably come home at one point and ask his five-time All-Star father if he can have whatever hot item his teammates might be rocking during a given spring.
McCutchen plans to accommodate Steel up to a point. The oldest of McCutchen's four children is already rocking an arm sleeve, just the way dad does.
Yet if Steel is hoping his father will spring for a sliding mitt -- a padded glove a player can slip over one of their hands to protect it should the hand get stepped on while diving head-first for a base -- he probably shouldn't get his hopes up.
McCutchen, who has stolen 220 bases at the major league level, has never worn one. And he's quick to point out the next time the cleat of a fielder mashes his hand will also be the first.

    
Still, the 38-year-old understands. Once upon a time, he was a 20-something who epitomized baseball cool, from his dreadlocks (long since shorn) to his goatee to his rope chain to the occasional skull cap he wore underneath his batting helmet, all of it designed to accentuate McCutchen's innate blend of talent and charisma.



    
        




    




"It's all about the drip," McCutchen said with a smile.
Even if the "drip" (Gen Z slang for stylish clothes and their accessories) emphasizes fashion over function, particularly when it comes to the gloves -- which look a bit like oven mitts -- that are becoming just as ubiquitous in the Little Leagues as they are in the major leagues.

    
    
    
Safety and self-expression
Former major leaguer Scott Podsednik (career stolen base total: 309) is credited with "inventing" the sliding mitt during the late stages of his 11-year career.

    
Tired of having his hand stepped on, Podsednik worked with a hand therapist for a solution. The initial mitts were relatively simple. A 2009 picture of Podsednik sliding into second base shows his left hand covered in what looks like a padded modified batting glove, all wrapped in black to match the trim on his Chicago White Sox uniform.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chicago White Sox's Scott Podsednik steals second base during a baseball game against the Cleveland Indians, June 29, 2009, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]
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Things have gotten considerably more intricate over the years. Google "sliding mitt designs" and you'll find themes ranging from the American flag to an ice cream cone to aliens to a poop emoji ( yes, really ).
Scott McMillen, a lawyer in the Chicago area, had no plans to get into the baseball accessory business. He first took notice of sliding mitts when his son Braydon, then 10, pointed out one of his teammates had one and said basically, 'Oh hey dad, wouldn't it be nice if I had one, too.'
They headed to a local sporting goods store, where McMillen was surprised at the variety available.
That was around 2021. By early 2024, McMillen had launched " Goat'd," a specialty baseball accessory company with everything from sliding mitts to batting gloves to arm sleeves to headbands and more, many of them religiously inspired. 
Sales during their first full year? Over 1 million units.

    
"We were surprised at how large the marketplace is," McMillen said.
Maybe he shouldn't have been.
Youth sports have bounced back from the COVID-19 pandemic. The Aspen Institute's 2024 State of Play report noted that the participation levels in sports among children ages 6-17 were the highest they've been since 2015. Baseball's numbers have steadied following a decline. Little League International told The Associated Press last fall that more than 2 million kids played baseball or softball under its umbrella across the world, an uptick over 2019.
Many of those kids are also fans of the game, some of whom may have noticed their favorite major leaguer sporting a mitt when they're on the bases. Yes, that was San Diego Padres star Fernando Tatis Jr. sliding across home plate ( feet first, by the way ) with a bright yellow mitt on his left hand in the ninth inning of a 2-1 win over Pittsburgh last weekend.
It's one of the many ways in which the game has evolved over the years. When McMillen grew up, there wasn't much swag to go around.

    
"We had our baseball uniform and our glove (and) everyone looked the same, everyone was the same," he said. "Now, everyone wants to express themselves individually. The best way to do that without acting like a clown is to wear something that shows people who you are."
Self-expression, however, doesn't exactly come cheap, particularly in an era where top-of-the-line bats are $400 or more. What amounts to an entry-level sliding mitt can go for $40, but Goat'd and others have versions that can fetch double that. 
That hasn't stopped sales from being brisk, and McMillen points out it's not merely a luxury item.
"We don't play football with 1940s safety equipment," he said. "You feel better in the (batters) box when you have something that protects you, right? With a sliding mitt, it's also like, 'Hey this is fun. It's cool. I want to be like my fave high school player, like my favorite college player.'"

    
It's becoming increasingly common for McMillen and other members of the company's staff to spot Goat'd gear at the field. In recent months, they've popped up in youth tournaments from Georgia to Las Vegas, sometimes in the back pockets of players as young as 6 or 7. McMillen can't help but shake his head to see his product become part of the time-honored tradition of kids imitating their heroes.
Which is good for business and, oh by the way, probably unnecessary.
The pressure to keep up
Here's the thing: In most -- if not all -- youth baseball leagues, head-first slides that would require a player to stretch out their hand to secure the bag are illegal.
In Little League, for example, stealing bases for players 12-and-under is rare because the player can only take off after the ball has reached the batter. And even if they do bolt for the next base, they have to slide feet first. The only times in Little League that a baserunner can dive head-first toward a base is when they are returning to it while in a rundown or during a pick-off attempt, both of which are also rare.
That doesn't stop the players from wanting a sliding mitt. It also doesn't stop their parents from buying them, all part of the pressure to "keep up with the Jones'" that has practically been a part of youth sports culture since the first time somebody came to practice with a batting glove or wristbands.
It's a phenomenon Chelsea Cahill and her family have known for years. The longtime educator who lives just east of Columbus, Ohio, has spent most of the last decade shuttling her three boys from practice to games to tournaments.
What she and her husband have learned over the years is that some trends come and go, but the pressure to have the right stuff remains.
"There's always that feeling of 'This is the next new thing' or 'This is what you've got to get,'" Cahill said.
They appeased their sons up to a point, but only up to a point.
Last summer their youngest son Braxton, then 11, and the rest of the kids on his travel team kept pestering their parents to buy sliding mitts. Entering the final tournament, the team moms decided to give in. 
Sort of.
Rather than plop down that kind of money for something they didn't actually need, the moms headed to a local dollar store and bought them actual oven mitts -- the kind used to pull tonight's dinner from out of the oven. Average retail price? Less than a cup of coffee at the gas station.
Oh, and the kids loved them, and wore them during the game. Cahill posted video of them playing with the mitts stuck in their back pocket to her TikTok account. The video is now at 12 million views and counting.
"They thought it was hilarious, but we didn't really think they would wear them for the rest of the tournament," Cahill said. "We were wrong. They really embraced it!"
Among viewers of that TikTok, by the way, were the people at Goat'd, who sent Braxton a couple of mitts as a result.
The good news is, Cahill now won't have to buy one for Braxton this spring. Yet there's also something else she has learned through the years: this time in her boys' lives is fleeting.
For proof, just look at her calendar. Her two older sons -- the ones who played travel baseball just like Braxton, and asked for all the cool stuff their teammates had, just like Braxton has -- gave up baseball by the time they got to high school.
Her advice to parents who might be feeling the financial pinch of what it takes to play these days: relax.
"We've learned as parents is to stop taking it so seriously," she said. "They're kids. Let them have fun."
The reality
A day after hundreds of members of the Monroeville Baseball and Softball Association marched through the Pittsburgh suburb's well-appointed community park, the regular season is in full swing.
All four fields are alive with the chatter of coaches, parents and boys and girls aged anywhere from 5-12.
Over on Field 1, the Rays are in the middle of their season opener. Playing first base, Josiah Jones has his glove at the ready, with a black sliding mitt noticeably sticking out of his left back pocket.
Per the league rules, the Rays and the other players at the "Bronco" level (ages 11-12), play actual full-on baseball. They can take leads and steal bases whenever they like, though head-first slides are only allowed when returning to a base, just like in Little League.
Longtime MBSA executive commissioner Josh Playssmeyer is milling about, trying to keep tabs on everything. Plassmeyer outlawed sliding mitts on his son Grant's 10-and-under tournament team, calling them a "distraction" because players would spend so much time fiddling with them once they got to first base, they would miss signs from the third-base coach.
About 50 feet away, Jones settles into the box and rips a ball to left-center field. His long legs carry him past first base, and he cruises into second with an easy double. 

As his teammates erupted in the dugout, Jones beamed for a brief moment. Then, as the opposing pitcher stepped onto the rubber, he took an aggressive lead off second and eyed third. 
His back pocket, the one where his sliding mitt had been 30 minutes before, was empty.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    U.S. News

    A woman who disappeared from Wisconsin more than 6 decades ago has been found safe




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A welcome sign stands at the entrance of the city of Reedsburg, Wis., in July 2020. (Erica Dynes/Reedsburg Times-Press via AP)]
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            By 
            HALLIE GOLDEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Sixty-two years ago, Audrey Backeberg disappeared from a small city in south-central Wisconsin after reportedly hitchhiking with her family's babysitter and catching a bus to Indianapolis.
Nobody ever knew where she went or what happened to her.
All that changed last week when she was found alive and safe in another state, thanks to the fresh eyes from a deputy who took over the case in February.
Detective Isaac Hanson discovered an out-of-state arrest record that matched Backeberg, which triggered a series of investigative moves that led to finding her alive and safe in another state.
Turns out Backeberg chose to leave the town of Reedsburg on her own accord -- likely due to an abusive husband, Hanson said.
"She's happy, safe and secure; And just kind of lived under the radar for that long," he said.
Hanson was assigned the case in late February and, after discovering the arrest record, he and other officials met with Backeberg's family to see if they had a connection with that region. They also started digging through Backeberg's sister's Ancestry.com account, pulling census records, obituaries and marriage licenses from that region.

    
Within about two months, they found an address where a woman was living that Hanson said shared a lot of similarities with Backeberg, including date of birth and social security number. Hanson was able to get a deputy from that jurisdiction to go to the address. Ten minutes later, Backeberg, now in her 80's, called Hanson.



    
        




    




"It happened so fast," he said. "I was expecting the deputy to call me back and say, 'Oh nobody answered the door.' And I thought it was the deputy calling me, but it was actually her. And to be honest it was just a very casual conversation. I could sense that she obviously had her reasons for leaving."

    
    
    
Most of the information he learned during that call he declined to share, saying that it was still important to Backeberg that she not be found.

    
"I think it overwhelmed her of course with the emotions that she had, having a deputy show up at her house and then kind of call her out and talk with her about what happened and kind of relive 62 years in 45 minutes," he said.
Hanson described discovering her safe after more than six decades practically unheard of. And while he doesn't know what will happen next in terms of her family reconnecting, he said he was happy that she can reach out if she wants to.

"There's family living here, so she has my contact number if she ever wants to reach out or needs anything, any phone numbers of family members back here," he said. "Ultimately she kind of holds the cards for that."
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                    U.S. News

    Here's why May the 4th is celebrated as Star Wars Day across the galaxy
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            "Star Wars" fans around the world are celebrating the space epic this weekend through unofficial, fan-made holiday. A sly nod to one of the films' most popular catchphrases, May the 4th is known as Star Wars Day and has been embraced by businesses and communities over the years. (AP Video: Haven Daley)
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            Fans celebrate "May The Fourth" at the newly reopened Carolina Theatre: with the screening of the 1977 "Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope" film, Sunday, May 4, 2025. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Star Wars supporter poses for a photo during a fan convention called the Star Wars Celebration Japan in Chiba, near Tokyo, Friday, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)]
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            A collection of "Star Wars" memorabilia is displayed at Rancho Obi-Wan, a nonprofit museum in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Star Wars fans in different creations of the Boba Fett uniforms attend a fan convention, the Star Wars Celebration in Chiba, near Tokyo, Friday, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)]
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            A collection of "Star Wars" memorabilia is displayed at Rancho Obi-Wan, a nonprofit museum in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)
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            A collection of "Star Wars" memorabilia is displayed at Rancho Obi-Wan, a nonprofit museum in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A collection of ]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            10 of 10 | 
            A collection of "Star Wars" memorabilia is displayed at Rancho Obi-Wan, a nonprofit museum in Petaluma, Calif., on Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Haven Daley)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ANDREW DEMILLO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        It didn't begin a long time ago or in a galaxy far far away, but every May 4 it feels like images, memes and promotional deals involving "Star Wars" have an inescapable gravity.
May 4 -- or May the 4th, as fans say -- has evolved over the years into Star Wars Day, an informal holiday celebrating the space epic and its surrounding franchise. 
What is Star Wars Day?

Star Wars Day was created by fans as a sly nod to one of the films' most popular catchphrases, "May the force be with you." Get it? Good, now May the 4th be with you too.
It's not an official holiday but has become so well-known that even former President Joe Biden marked it last year when "Star Wars" actor Mark Hamill dropped by the White House a day beforehand. This year, the Trump administration marked the occasion with a Star Wars-themed meme.
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"I think it's a very clever way for fans to celebrate their passion and love for 'Star Wars' once a year," said Steve Sansweet, founder and executive chairman of Rancho Obi-Wan, a nonprofit museum in California that has the world's largest collection of "Star Wars" memorabilia.
How did it begin?
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The phrase "May the 4th be with you" was used by fans in the years after the first film was released in 1977, and even appeared in a British political ad in 1979 celebrating Margaret Thatcher's victory as prime minister on May 4 that year.
For some fans, the official Star Wars Day comes on May 25, the date of the first film's release. The Los Angeles City Council even declared the date to be Star Wars Day in 2007, although the California Legislature voted in 2019 to designate May 4 as Star Wars Day.

    

How has it spread?

May the 4th caught on informally among fans through inside jokes shared on social media and viewings of the films to mark the occasion. Businesses eventually joined in on the fun, with brands ranging from Nissan to Jameson Whiskey running ads or posting on social media about it.
Disney, which acquired Lucasfilm in 2012, embraced the day as a way to further promote the franchise with merchandise, special screenings and other events surrounding the brand.
Not all "Star Wars" fans are enthused about how ubiquitous the once-underground joke has become. Chris Taylor, a senior editor at Mashable and author of "How Star Wars Conquered the Universe," labels himself a "May the 4th grinch" in part because of its commercialization.
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"I love a good dad joke as much as anyone, but my God you can take it too far," Taylor said.
In western Germany, a Protestant congregation held a Star Wars-themed service Sunday, German news agency dpa reported. Pastor Samuel Dorr and some of his congregants wore costumes and decorated their church in Bensberg.
How is it being celebrated this year?

The day is being celebrated on a large and small scale this year. Disney+ is launching the new series "Star Wars: Tales of the Underworld" on the date, and it comes as the second season gets underway for another franchise series, "Andor."
It also follows the announcement that a new stand-alone "Star Wars" film installment starring Ryan Gosling will be released in 2027.
Disney marks the day with the launch of new "Star Wars" merchandise, ranging from lightsaber sets to jewelry.
Most Major League Baseball teams have marked the day in recent years with special events incorporating "Star Wars" characters. For example, the San Francisco Giants sold special tickets for Saturday's game that included a bobblehead portraying pitcher Logan Webb as "Obi-Webb Kenobi." 
It's hard to find a place where May the 4th celebrations aren't occurring, from bakeries serving cookies with a "Star Wars" theme to concerts featuring the memorable scores of the films.
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It's a town-wide celebration in New Hope, Pennsylvania, which shares its name with the subtitle of the first "Star Wars" film. The town of about 2,600 people, located 30 miles (50 kilometers) northeast of Philadelphia, plans to have costumed characters throughout town with restaurants serving themed items like a "YodaRita."
"I would always joke around and wish people 'May the 4th' -- but taking it to this level, I've definitely upped my 'Star Wars' nerdiness," said Michael Sklar, president of the Greater New Hope Chamber of Commerce.
The White House posted an AI-generated image of a muscular Donald Trump in a jedi robe and wielding a red lightsaber. The image on X was accompanied by a Star Wars-themed broadside.

"Happy May the 4th to all, including the Radical Left Lunatics who are fighting so hard to to bring Sith Lords, Murderers, Drug Lords, Dangerous Prisoners, & well known MS-13 Gang Members, back into our Galaxy. You're not the Rebellion--you're the Empire," the White House posting said.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/star-wars-day-may-4th-holiday-ea1b5b43b00c23f53294dc159da2bae9
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    Burro racing wins over runners in backcountry ode to mining history
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            Hundreds of cheering spectators watched Saturday as runners and their burros raced through turquoise-mining country in northern New Mexico. (AP Video by Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People look on as Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: A Pack burro is attended to in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            A Pack burro is attended to in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros are placed outside their trailers in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros are placed outside their trailers in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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            Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)
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                                        CERRILLOS, N.M. (AP) -- Backcountry runners are embracing the physical and emotional challenge of racing with pack burros that don't always move at their pace.

    
Burro races honor Old West history and hinge on a delicate partnership between runner and beast of burden. Burros, a Spanish-derived word for donkeys and their wild cousins, must carry a saddle, pick, pan and shovel in homage to a bygone era and the mythical sprint by miners to a land claims office with their pack animal.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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Some 70 teams tested their skills Saturday in a race winding through the historic, turquoise-mining town of Cerrillos in northern New Mexico. Runners led burros by rope on 6-mile (10-kilometer) and 3-mile (5-kilometer) courses on unpaved roads and single-track desert trails.
More ambitious burro races in Colorado can extend for nearly 30 miles (48 kilometers).
Racers often buy or inherit burros from owners who run out of money, time or patience. Others adopt burros that were corralled by the federal government to prevent overpopulation. Novices easily can rent an ass to try it out for kicks. 

    
    
    
Quick start to the race
The race in Cerrillos, which provided the rugged backdrop in the 1980s Western "Young Guns," started with a madcap sprint as competitive teams galloped to the front of the pack, and other burros instinctively attempted to keep pace.
Runners can't ride the burro but can push, pull and coax the animal as long as they don't abuse it. Some racers swing a rope in circles -- like a lasso -- to encourage movement. Others on the trail cry out, "Hup, hup!"
Joe Polonsky of Monument, Colorado, took up burro racing in 2018. He described himself as a mediocre ultramarathon runner, but in burro racing he is a top contender.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros are placed outside their trailers in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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[image: A Pack burro is attended to in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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"I am fortunate because Jake does like to be up front at the start of the race," Polonsky said about his four-legged partner. "So I will let him pull me."

    
Burros wear a halter, which is less restrictive than a horse's bridle and bit, attached to a 15-foot (4.5-meter) rope held by the runner. Some racers tether the rope to their waist and draft off the burro.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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Marvin Sandoval of Leadville, Colorado, and his mini burro named Buttercup finished first Saturday, completing the longer course in just over 49 minutes. Hundreds of cheering spectators lined the street, and the nearest competitors were out of sight.
The secret to his racing success, Sandoval likened Buttercup to a unicorn: "She wants to be out front, she climbs really well."
Burros are cautious, not stubborn
A burro race can devolve into a contest of wills when the animals get defiant and won't budge. 
But experienced racers say that doesn't mean the donkeys are being stubborn. They are smart and naturally curious animals. When they sense danger, discomfort or the unknown, they lock down in place, unlike horses that quickly flee. 
"If something scares them and they're nervous, they're going to just stop and assess the situation," Polonsky said.

    
Healthy donkeys typically live 40 years or more and vary in size from waist-high "minis" that may weigh 300 pounds (135 kilograms) to bulky "mammoths." Burros first appeared in the region more than 400 years ago, led from Mexico City by Spanish settlers and Catholic friars.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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For those who rent or borrow a burro for the race, they are encouraged to show up early or even the night before to get acquainted with their racing buddy, not unlike a blind date, said Lisa Kazmar, a massage therapist from Edgewood, New Mexico, who owns four burros with names taken from Harry Potter novels.
"You don't know what the new donkey is going to do. It can be very scary," Kazmar said.
Modern race circuit
Burro racing emerged shortly after World War II in depopulated Colorado mining towns and now is an official state-heritage sport with marquee races in Leadville, Buena Vista and Fairplay that blend county-fair cheer and athleticism.
The pun-loving Western Pack Burro Ass-ociation manages the modern race circuit that extends from the Tombstone Donkey Dash in Arizona to a Weekend at Burney race in Cassel, California, and a new "burro stampede" this year in the Magdalena Mountains of New Mexico. Tennessee got in on the action five years ago with a race held annually in April.

    
Race and team sponsors include veterinary clinics, as well as brands selling sneakers, hydration drinks and beef jerky.
At Cerrillos, the teams competed for Western belt-buckle trophies, including a "last ass" award for the final finisher. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pack burros and their human companions race through the streets of a former mining town and across backcountry desert trails in Cerrillos, N.M., on Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Morgan Lee)]
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Success in racing doesn't come easy, according to Shane Weigand of Edgewood, New Mexico, a construction manager, burro race organizer and backcountry outfitter for burro-pack trips and "tequila-burro" weddings.
"You have to spend a lot of time on the trail with your burro, building up that relationship and trust," he said.
__
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of the first name of Marvin Sandoval.
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    How cruise ship passengers can stay safe from the latest version of norovirus




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Queen Mary 2 prepares to depart the Red Hook Terminal, bound for Southampton, England, in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Nov. 11, 2018. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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                                        For Americans planning cruise ship vacations this spring or summer, there could be reason to worry about more than rough seas, experts say.
Recent government cuts included top staff at the Vessel Sanitation Program, which is run by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and conducts inspections and investigates illnesses.
The reductions, part of larger Trump administration cuts, come amid a surge in cruise ship outbreaks fueled by a new strain of norovirus.
So far this year, there have been 16 illness outbreaks reported on cruise ships in the CDC's jurisdiction, mostly from norovirus, compared with 18 outbreaks in all of 2024 and 14 in 2023, VSP reports show. U.S. officials conducted nearly 200 inspections of 150 ships last year.
"Certainly it's something that would be on my mind if was getting ready to get on that cruise ship," said Donald Schaffner, a food science expert at Rutgers University.
Here's what you need to know about staying safe on board: 

    
    
    
What happened to the CDC's Vessel Sanitation Program? 
U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. launched a broad restructuring of the nation's health agencies in April. The move eliminated the CDC's Division of Environmental Health Science and Practice, which housed the cruise ship vessel program, along with others focused on asthma, air quality, lead exposure in children and other issues.
Four full-time CDC staff, including scientists, were dismissed, said Erik Svendsen, the division's fired former director. The program also employed 12 U.S. Public Health Service commissioned officers, who remain. 
The officers, however, lack the expertise of the scientists who were let go, Svendsen said. In addition, the program was already understaffed, he said. 
"It's going to put them back many months before they're really functional again," he said.
A CDC spokesperson said in a statement that the VSP work "has not stopped."
"Critical programs in the CDC will continue under Secretary Kennedy's vision to streamline HHS to better serve Americans," the statement said.

    
How often do cruise passengers get sick?
About 18 million people board cruises in North America each year, part of nearly 32 million passengers worldwide, according to the Cruise Lines International Association, an industry trade group. Cruise industry officials say the chance of contracting a gastrointestinal illness is far greater on land than on a ship. 
Norovirus is the most common ailment tracked on ships, though other outbreaks do occur.
Of the 19 million to 21 million norovirus illnesses that occur each year in the U.S., less than 1% are tied to cruises, said Lee-Ann Jaykus, a North Carolina State University food microbiologist and virologist who has studied norovirus. 
But even that fraction of cases can mean misery for many hundreds of people on ships who come down with symptoms that include sudden onset of vomiting, diarrhea and stomach pain that can last three days, according to the CDC. 
Norovirus is highly contagious, often spread by food or on surfaces, particularly in crowded conditions. It is a short-lived illness for many people, but it can be dangerous for people with underlying health conditions, young children and those aged 65 and older.

    
What about this new strain of norovirus?
There are many different types of norovirus, but typically one dominant strain causes illness outbreaks, Jaykus said.
This year, a new epidemic strain has emerged, called GII.17. This version has circulated at low levels for years, but it was behind a surge in U.S. norovirus outbreaks this past winter. 
Between Aug. 1 and April 9, more than 2,400 suspected or confirmed norovirus outbreaks were reported to a CDC monitoring system, roughly double for the same period a year earlier. The GII.17 strain has been responsible for nearly 80% of them, the CDC reported.
"It's new to the population," Jaykus said, which means most people don't have immunity to the germ, so it can spread more widely. 

    
I booked a cruise! How can I keep from getting sick?
People infected with norovirus typically shed "literally billions of viral particles," said Schaffner, the food safety expert. And it only takes a few viral particles to make someone sick.
The first rule should be for sick people to stay home, he said. That's not possible on a cruise. 
If people get sick on a cruise ship, they're required to report the illness and isolate themselves, but many fail to do so.
"You spent all this money for a fancy cruise and you're feeling a little bit under the weather, so you tough it out," Schaffner said. "But in the meantime, now you spread the virus."
Passengers should be alert for signs of illness, even in other travelers. Vomit, for instance, can spread norovirus particles into the air, Schaffner noted.
"If you're in a situation where you see someone vomit, immediately walk away from them, ideally into the wind," he said.
Washing hands frequently is key, especially after using the bathroom or before eating and drinking. Using soap and water is best; wash for at least 20 seconds, scrubbing well. Hand sanitizer alone doesn't work well against norovirus, the CDC notes.

    
Cruise lines have extensive sanitation protocols in place that are monitored through the CDC's vessel program, which is paid for by industry through inspection and other fees that total tens of thousands of dollars per ship per year.
It remains to be seen how cuts to the program will affect inspections and outbreak investigations in the future, Schaffner said.
"If you want to have no disease outbreaks, all you have to do is fire all the epidemiologists," he said. "And there'll be no one there to investigate."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Altar acupuncture: A Minneapolis church brings well-being sessions to its migrant ministry
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            Marakah Mancini de Leon performs a Reiki treatment near a sign in Spanish reading, "Christ is risen," in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guadalupe Gonzalez, foreground center, and two other practitioners perform Reiki treatments in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, where congregant Lizete Vega, left, helped organize wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Juan Carlos Toapanta receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Juan Carlos Toapanta receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Rev. Hierald Osorto speaks to the congregation of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which holds wellness sessions after Sunday worship in the sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Acupuncturist Kahlyn Keilty-Lucas starts a treatment at St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which holds wellness sessions after Sunday worship in the sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Juan Carlos Toapanta, foreground, and Martha Dominguez, background, receive acupuncture treatments in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Martha Dominguez receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Guadalupe Gonzalez performs a Reiki treatment as Limber Saliero, background right, undergoes an acupuncture session in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness programs as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Congregants of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church receive acupuncture treatments in the sanctuary after worship during a wellness program the church started as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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[image: Spring blossoms bloom on a tree next to the entrance of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, a congregation founded by Swedish immigrants in the late 19th century that has started offering wellness programs in its sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Right after Sunday worship at St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, Juan Carlos Toapanta lay in a lounge chair set up by the altar, needles sticking out of his forehead, wrist and foot for an hourlong acupuncture session.
"Just like the Lord's light helps emotionally, the body's pain is treated as well," said the Ecuadorian construction worker, who suffers from sciatica and has worshipped at the Minneapolis church for about five months. "Everything feels freed, emotionally."
Founded by Swedish immigrants in the late 19th century, the church is now a predominantly Latino congregation. Like most other churches in the U.S. that serve migrants, it has expanded its humanitarian, financial, legal and pastoral ministries during the Trump administration's immigration crackdown.
It has also added monthly well-being sessions -- at no charge -- with acupuncture, Reiki and cupping therapy to ease the stress that uncertainty and fear have sown among the migrant community -- including people in the U.S. illegally and U.S.-born citizens in mixed-status families.
"We have to feel well to respond well, not with panic and fear, which leads to nothing good," said Lizete Vega, the church's family engagement coordinator. "People here feel that they're protected and can be cared for spiritually, emotionally and physically."

    
    
    
Mental health and faith ministry collaborations increase
Faith leaders have increasingly found themselves called to help their congregations with mental health concerns, from chaplains in the U.S. Navy to pastors in the rural heartland.
Some see the need to provide reassurance and well-being as a growing part of their ministry to migrants, even as revised federal immigration guidelines now provide more leeway for enforcement in or near houses of worship.
"It was as if they were able to exhale a big breath," the Rev. Hierald Osorto said of the 30 congregants who signed up for the first well-being session in March at St. Paul's, where an outdoor mural features two traditional Swedish Dala horses between the Spanish words "sanacion" (healing) and "resiliencia" (resilience).
After last Sunday's worship, the altar table and Easter lilies were moved to make room for seven acupuncture chairs, arranged in a circle facing the central cross. Three massage tables were set up in front of the pews for the Reiki treatment, where practitioners hold their hands on or near the body's energy centers.
"To see this space be quite literally a place of healing, in the place where we talk about it right at the altar, it moved me to tears," Osorto said.
Rising anxiety and confusion affect migrants' mental health and well-being
Wellness practitioners and mental health clinicians say anxiety and depression among those they serve in migrant communities have spread and intensified this year.
Already, migrants often arrive with severe trauma from violence they fled in their home countries as well as attacks along cartel-controlled routes to and through the U.S. border.
Women in particular often suffer sexual violence on the journey. For many, the fear that they or someone in their families might be deported is revictimizing. That makes it imperative that "safe places" exist where they can focus on wellness, said Noeline Maldonado, executive director of The Healing Center, which helps domestic and sexual violence victims in Brooklyn, New York.
Sessions that promote grounding and mindfulness are necessary to cope with the stress of both immediate crises as well as long-term unpredictability as immigration policies shift.
"Uncertainty is the biggest thing," said Cheryl Aguilar, director of Hope Center for Wellness in the Washington, D.C., area, which has partnered with churches to provide mental health programs.
Being in community and cultivating hope is crucial because many people are responding to fear with rising anxiety, traumatic symptoms and isolation, all of which can have lasting consequences, Aguilar added.
"It's nonstop work, nonstop fear," said Sarah Howell, a clinical social worker in Houston with more than a decade of experience in migration-related trauma. "Every issue seems bigger."
Howell said many of her clients in Texas are realizing they can't live in a state of constant alarm, and the respite that wellness programs can bring becomes essential.
Finding healing in houses of worship
"People feel hopeless, but they have to keep fighting," said Guadalupe Gonzalez, one of the bilingual Reiki practitioners whose organization, Odigo Wellness, partnered with St. Paul's in Minneapolis to offer the sessions.
She said she had some doubts about offering these healing practices inside a church -- a large space with light flooding in and people moving through.
"But the sanctuary has a very nice, very positive energy," Gonzalez said. "As practitioners we feel a lot of emotions."
Several congregants who attended last Sunday's two-hour wellness session said they felt both the energy and the connection between these healing practices and faith.
Martha Dominguez came bouncing down the altar steps after an acupuncture session. Grinning, she said she had never imagined a church would offer these kinds of "benefits."
"Yes, it helps so much," said the Mexican immigrant. "It takes the stress away from you."
Limber Saliero, a roofer from Ecuador who has been worshipping at St. Paul's for more than a year, said he had never heard of acupuncture but decided to try it.
"I felt like an energy that was flowing into me," he said.
Vanessa Arcos tried acupuncture with her sister and her father, while her mother got a Reiki treatment. The family started attending the church the week they arrived in Minnesota from their home state of Guerrero, Mexico, almost a decade ago.
Lying in the lounge chair next to a statue of the Virgin of Guadalupe, Arcos said she overcame her fear of needles and found the treatment relaxing for both muscles and mind.
"It felt very peaceful, very safe," Arcos said. "It's important to do little things for yourself."
___
This story has been updated to correct Lizete Vega's job title to family engagement coordinator instead of its Latino outreach coordinator. It has also been corrected to reflect that Limber Saliero has worshipped at St. Paul's for more than a year, instead of five years.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It starts with a Post-it note scrawled with a reminder. Then a chocolate bar you'll probably eat later. An extra charging cord or two find their way into the mix, along with a laptop, a folder full of projects, a lanyard from a recent conference and a permission slip sent home from school.
And soon, the pile of things on your desk that are set aside for later becomes a giant, overwhelming stack.
The chaos of modern life and the ease of accumulating cheap items through online shopping have contributed to an abundance of clutter. That's true in home offices and traditional workspaces alike. And those jumbles of misplaced belongings can drain our mental resources, distracting us from work and dragging down our productivity.
"Clutter reduces our bandwidth. It negatively affects our perception of our environment or ourselves," said Marietta Van Den Berg, psychiatrist and medical director for Surrey Memorial Hospital in British Columbia. "It influences whether we make good choices or not. And it even influences our levels of stress and our levels of sleep."
Researchers at UCLA found that women who were living with a high density of household objects had high levels of the stress hormone cortisol.
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[image: The Queen Mary 2 prepares to depart the Red Hook Terminal, bound for Southampton, England, in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Nov. 11, 2018. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                How cruise ship passengers can stay safe from the latest version of norovirus
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marakah Mancini de Leon performs a Reiki treatment near a sign in Spanish reading, ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Altar acupuncture: A Minneapolis church brings well-being sessions to its migrant ministry
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




As households and workplaces embark on spring cleaning, it's possible to reduce clutter and find more mental peace.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Things circulate into our lives all too easily. We need a competitive plan for things to circulate out," said Matt Baier, owner of Matt Baier Organizing in Stamford, Connecticut. "A good example of that is buying on Amazon. It's so easy. Boxes come in. We have so many houses that are just piled with boxes, opened and unopened, things that need to be returned, boxes that need throwing out."

    
    
    
A pile of postponed decisions
There are many reasons we accumulate clutter. Sometimes we don't know where to put whatever's landed in our hands. Other times a paper represents a task -- whether it's paying a bill or making a phone call -- that we can't tackle right away.
"Clutter is actually just a postponed decision or action," Van Den Berg said. "It's things we pick up and put down. So we're not making a decision about that piece of paper on your desk, or that book."
Taking a minute to put an item away in its proper place can save time in the long run. The paper that requires a phone call can go into a bin labeled "Action Items." 
"If everything's chaotic and you can't find anything, you're not bringing your best self to work," said Renee Brown, owner of Renee Brown Organizing, based in Minneapolis.
Making time for decluttering
A messy workspace can be intimidating. But you don't have to tackle it all in one day, Brown said. Committing to small decluttering sessions over the course of a week or months can make a difference.
" Look at your schedule. Can you find 15 minutes or 30 minutes and block it?" Brown asked. If you have more time, spend an hour. Set a timer and see how much you can get done, she advised.
Some workplaces are setting aside time for employees to declutter their files and email inboxes weekly or quarterly, said Jenny Albertini, owner of Decluttered by Jenny, who works with individual and corporate clients. 
"It's OK to spend an hour a week or however much you need to declutter your inboxes, organize your files," Albertini said. "Having that time scheduled in is what makes people feel accountable."
Employees can gather on Zoom to support each other while decluttering, she said.
Start by sorting
Many professional organizers suggest sorting objects of the same category together. That way, you can see how much of each group you have and let go of any extras. After gathering office supplies, you may find you have more staplers or charging cords than you'll ever need.
And with the full picture, Albertini said, "we can suddenly say, 'Oh, I didn't realize I kept buying extra pens, because some were in this drawer, and some were over in this cup, and some were in that shopping bag on the floor.'"
Baier, who demonstrates decluttering strategies on YouTube, recommends sorting on a clean surface such as a folding table. Set up bins for trash, recycling and papers to shred. Bankers boxes are convenient for sorting, and you can label them with sticky notes for categories such as electronics, office supplies and keepsakes, he said.
Label one box "elsewhere" for items that belong in a different room; but distribute them later so you don't get distracted, Baier said.
Once you've sorted items into categories, then go through each box to eliminate what you don't need. 
Tackling piles of papers
When facing a mass of paperwork, consider whether you're legally required to keep certain files, and then ask, "when was the last time you used this document?" Albertini said.
"Do you have anything coming up that you know you need it for? Is this hard copy the only one? Would you be able to do your work or task if you didn't have this anymore?" she said.
Baier recommends dividing papers into four groups: running files, which you need to act on; sitting files, which you need to access regularly; sleeping files, which you need to keep just in case but can store remotely; and dead files, which you no longer need.
"Identify why you keep the files, because when you're clear on why you keep something, it takes you to where it should go," Baier said.
With a paper decluttering system in place, you can repeat it annually and it should only take about 20 minutes, he said.
Digital decluttering
When organizing digital files, take the same approach as paper: Sort into categories, then reduce. Work in short bursts of time to prevent decision fatigue, Albertini said.
"We're really looking to deduplicate items or reduce the number that you have that really aren't that special," Albertini said.
With presentations, delete drafts and keep the final product. If you have photos of an event, choose the best two or three and delete the rest. With email, ask yourself, "Will I need this email again to get my job done? Will it provide knowledge or motivation for future work?" If the answer is no, delete it, Albertini said.
In some email programs, you can automatically send mail from a specific client or team into a folder. If you have thousands of unread emails, you can move those to a digital archive at the end of the year, Brown said. 
Think before you buy

One obvious way to reduce office clutter is to buy fewer things. It can be tempting to buy drawer dividers or trays to organize pens and scissors. But another route is to reuse cardboard iPhone or greeting card boxes.
"You don't have to go out and get expensive items," Brown said. "Let's find what you already have in the house and use it instead."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Taking a mental health leave from work is an option most people don't know about
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Her first panic attack came at a company-wide meeting, right before her scheduled presentation. Carolina Lasso had given many similar talks about her marketing team's accomplishments. When her name was called this time, she couldn't speak.
"I felt a knot in my throat," Lasso said. "My head, it felt like it was inside a bubble. I couldn't hear, I couldn't see, and it felt like an eternity. It was just a few seconds, but it was so profound, and in a way earth-shattering to me."
Lasso was struggling after a cross-country move followed by a divorce. Her boss suggested a mental health leave, a possibility she didn't know existed. She worried whether taking time off would affect how her team viewed her or cost her a future promotion, but in the end she did. 
"I'm thankful for that opportunity to take the time to heal," Lasso, 43, said. "Many people feel guilty when they take a leave of absence when it's mental health-related. ... There is some extra weight that we carry on our shoulders, as if it had been our fault."
Despite a fear of repercussions, more adults are recognizing that stepping back from work to deal with emotional burdens or psychological conditions that get in the way of their lives is a necessary choice, one that a growing number of employers recognize. 
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[image: The Queen Mary 2 prepares to depart the Red Hook Terminal, bound for Southampton, England, in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Nov. 11, 2018. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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ComPsych Corp., a provider of employee mental health programs and absence management services, encourages its business clients to make the well-being of workers a priority before individuals get to a breaking point while also having processes in place for those who require leaves of absence. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, collectively we've just been in this constant state of turmoil," Jennifer Birdsall, the senior clinical director at ComPysch, said. "We just have had this barrage of change and uncertainty."

    
    
    
Depression, anxiety and adjustment disorder, which involves excessive reactions to stress, were the top three diagnoses of employees who took mental health leaves in the past two years among clients of Alight, a Chicago-based technology company which administers leaves and benefits for large employers.
Structuring a leave
A mental health leave can last weeks or months. In some cases, workers get approval to work a reduced schedule or to take short periods of time off when needed, using an approach called "intermittent leave." 
At most U.S. organizations with 50 or more employees, people can request leaves through the Family and Medical Leave Act. The federal law entitles workers with serious health conditions to paid or unpaid leaves of up to 12 weeks, depending on state and local laws. 
Some employers require people to use sick days or accumulated vacation days to continue receiving a paycheck while out. For longer leaves, workers can access short-term disability plans, if their employer offers one. 
Lasso's leave lasted six months, and included therapy and travel to India for additional treatment. She returned to her job but decided after a year to leave for good. She later launched a business to train people on fostering a more humane work culture. 
A mental health leave is "not only OK, but it can really unlock new possibilities once we have the time to do the work -- therapy, medication, whatever it is -- and have enough distance from work to be able to reconnect with ourselves," Lasso said.
Talking openly about struggles
A social stigma around mental health challenges causes many people to avoid seeking treatment or requesting a leave of absence. Newton Cheng, director of health and performance at Google, hopes to change that by sharing his own struggles. 
His first self-disclosure happened during the pandemic, when a senior manager invited employees at a meeting to share how they were doing. When it was his turn, Cheng started crying. 
He explained he was struggling to live up to his expectations of himself as a father and didn't know how to turn things around.
"It was just totally horrifying to me because, one, I had just cried in front of my coworkers and I was definitely taught as a professional -- and as a man -- you do not do that," Cheng recalled. "And then two, I had never really articulated and said out loud those words. I hadn't even allowed myself to think that. But now they're out there and I had to face them."
Colleagues responded by relaying their own struggles, but Cheng's difficulties continued. By February 2021, he couldn't get out of bed because he felt paralyzed by dread, he said. A therapist said he was showing symptoms of major depression and anxiety.
"I just realized, 'I'm struggling a lot and this goes pretty deep. I don't think I can keep just putting duct tape on this. I probably need to take some leave,'" Cheng recalled. 
Hoping his decision would benefit others, he announced to 200 people at a conference that he planned to take mental health leave. Instead of derailing the gathering as he feared, his honesty inspired fellow conference attendees to open up.
"It was like a fireworks show," Cheng said. "They're like, 'Wow, I can't believe he did that.' Then they forgot about me. But the tone was set. It was like 'Oh, this is what we're doing. Let me talk about what's going on with me, too.'"
Take the time you need
While balancing classes and a full-time job during her last year of college, Rosalie Mae began struggling to get out of bed and crying uncontrollably. Yet she felt like she had "to keep it together" to avoid burdening her colleagues at the University of Utah bookstore, where Mae worked as an accounting clerk. 
Then she found herself calling a suicide hotline. "Once it reached that point, I knew, especially at the urging of my husband, we need to do something more," Mae, 24, said.
In her case, that meant taking a five-week work leave to put her own health and well-being first. She recommends the same for others who find themselves in a similar position. 
"Taking a mental health leave is not necessarily a cure-all, but it is important to give yourself a break and allow yourself to regroup, make a plan of how to proceed and take the steps to work towards feeling better," Mae said.
Telling managers and colleagues
Before broaching the subject of a mental health leave with a manager, consider the workplace culture and the strength of your professional relationships, Cheng said. He recalls saying, "For my health and well-being, and the sake of my family and what's best for the business, the least risky thing for me to do is to go on leave soon." 
Individuals who suspect an unsympathetic reception can simply say, "I need to go on medical leave. I need time to recover," he advised. 
There's also no legal or ethical requirement to tell everyone you work with the nature of your leave. 
"Your coworkers don't need to know why," said Seth Turner, co-founder of AbsenceSoft, a leave and accommodation management solutions provider. "They just need to know, 'I'm going to be here at this time, and I'm going to be gone at this time, and I'll be back.'"
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Community, mentors and skill-building: Experts weigh the role of employee resource groups
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- After moving to the United States from South Korea at age 6, Jenny Jang found it challenging to navigate through school and her first jobs. 
"In all of the environments I was in, I was always a minority," Jang said. "Coming to the States, I didn't have a road map for me. And I couldn't ask these questions to my parents, so I had to seek mentorship from elsewhere."
Now based in Atlanta and working at an international elevator company, Jang launched the organization's business resource groups in North America. The gatherings offered ways for employees to find support and connect around an identity or theme.
The first group, for women employees, drew 500 members in three years. Jang brought in a facilitator to lead conversations on topics such as balancing family responsibilities and a career in a male-dominated industry. A group for veterans and supporting military families came next. 
The gatherings "became a safe space where employees could share their experiences," she said. 
Employee resource groups, which are voluntary, employer-sanctioned groups designed to enhance diversity and inclusion, began in corporate America in the 1970s to help address tensions around race, gender and sexual orientation. Over the years, the focus has expanded to recognize other affiliations and experiences, such as caring for a family member, mental health challenges, neurodiversity and generational divides. 
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                Altar acupuncture: A Minneapolis church brings well-being sessions to its migrant ministry
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Critics of ERGs have become more outspoken in arguing that such groups give participants unfair advantages and damage staff morale by splintering colleagues based on personal characteristics or beliefs. In some cases, companies have responded to complaints by revising the purpose and scope of their employee groups. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


An executive order President Donald Trump signed with the goal of ending diversity, equity and inclusion programs in the federal government and beyond has created additional uncertainty around the future of ERGs. Here is some information about starting, participating in or evaluating the groups at your company: 

    
    
    
Can you legally participate in an employee resource group?
The Equal Employment Opportunities Commission released guidance in March which said that limiting membership in ERGs to workers covered by anti-discrimination laws, such as only women or people of a particular race, can be considered unlawful segregation. 
To comply with the EEOC's interpretation, employers should ensure workplace groups are open to all employees. 
"They want to make sure these programs are not offering some tangible benefit to one group of employees at the expense of another," said Infinito Associates CEO Kevin England, whose consulting group helps organizations start ERGs.
If an ERG offers mentorship or opportunities only to people who identify as a member of a legally protected class, "you absolutely do need to open that up," said David Glasgow, executive director of the Meltzer Center for Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging at NYU School of Law. 
Some employee resource groups organized around an identity create separate email lists for members who share the identity and members who describe themselves as allies. Glasgow advises against doing that. "It raises the question of what you're excluding people from," he said.
The Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty, a conservative public interest law firm and policy organization, has received dozens of complaints from employees who felt excluded from their workplace ERGs, according to Deputy Counsel Dan Lennington. Opening employee groups to everyone will not necessarily satisfy those concerns, he said.
"The question is, are you treating employees differently based on race?" Lennington said. "Are you making employees feel uncomfortable about their race or gender or sexual identity?"
What benefits do employee resource groups provide?
Proponents of ERGs list numerous benefits for employees and management. For participants, the groups are places to find community, develop leadership skills and create a channel for sharing their views with higher-ups. Companies often sponsor affinity groups as a tool for recruiting and retaining diverse employees.
"Employee engagement is great because it creates, typically, higher effort and retention," said Helena Pagano, chief people and culture officer at insurance and financial services firm Sun Life. "One way that you drive engagement is making people feel like they had a voice. They had a place to express opinions and drive policies and outcomes that matter in the company."
England, the consultant, was working at a bank call center when he joined and then took on a leadership role in an ERG for people who identify as LGBTQIA+. 
"I was terrified to speak publicly, and because of that role, I had to do a lot of that," England said. "I was able to develop skills that were completely unrelated to my day job."
Anna Ettin co-founded Bank of America's intergenerational employee network about a decade ago, and worked on bridging gaps between millennials and baby boomers. Now, as co-founder of Tapestry Partner Solutions, a consulting group that specializes in intergenerational dynamics and skills development, she's doing the same work with Generation Z. 
"There are some real differences in the way they're coming into the workplace and what their needs are, their expectations," Ettin said. "We're really helping companies think through, how do you retain the incredibly talented staff you have and also be appetizing to Gen Z?"
If your workplace permits ERGs, how do you start one?
When Ettin worked in a call center about 20 years ago, she noticed few women in management roles. "There was a clear gap in the leadership pipeline for women," she said. She gathered 20 highly engaged women and they started by planning events on interviewing skills, resume writing and talks with senior female leaders about their career paths and obstacles they'd overcome.
Experts recommend finding a senior leader to act as a sponsor. In Ettin's case, that meant convincing the call center manager to approve and participate in the group.
Groups typically begin when 10 or 20 people find each other organically and get together for happy hours or lunches, England said. "You get some momentum going, and sometimes that group of 20 people becomes 50 or 100 people," he added. 
Then you can tell leaders, "we already have an informal collection of employees with this shared experience, and we would love to do something more with this," England said. "We think that this group of friends and colleagues could help the organization."
Some ERGs are given company funds for meals, events or travel to conferences. A new group should be prepared to make a business case for a budget request. Experts also advise collecting data to show the group's impact in areas such as employee retention. 
It's easier to start a new ERG when an organization already has one in place because there's a road map of what worked and who supported the initial group. But if none exist at your workplace, you can start with one and build from there, Jang said. "There is no perfect recipe," she said. "Start small."
As organizations absorb various federal directives, they're deciding which direction to take. Some have adjusted to make it clear that all are welcome. Others have shuttered their ERGs altogether, wiping out years of work, Ettin said.
"The underrepresented, underserved communities still need the programs, support, connectivity and advocacy that they've needed for the last decades," Ettin added. "That hasn't changed."
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    In the rapidly shifting world of work, many employees are unclear what's expected of them
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Nikelle Inman started a new job coaching first-generation college students, she looked forward to meeting with them one-on-one to talk about how to surmount obstacles and find resources to succeed. 
Instead, she and her fellow success coaches at a community college in North Carolina spent a year mired in paperwork, tasked with reviewing applications from aspiring undergraduates. They never did get to meet with students.
"Admissions work kind of took over what we were supposed to do," Inman, 34, said. "I felt disengaged with the position, more so because I just didn't feel valued." 
It's disorienting when a job turns out to be completely different than advertised or morphs into something we didn't expect. But more U.S. workers have reported feeling disconnected from their organization's purpose and unclear on how to meet expectations  since the coronavirus pandemic changed the way we work, according to a new Gallup analysis. 
Just under half of U.S. employees who participated in a Gallup survey in November "strongly agreed" that they know what is expected of them at work, which is one of the factors the polling firm uses to measure employee engagement. In January 2020, the figure stood at 56%. 
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The new survey showed that new employees, younger employees, people in white-collar industries like technology, insurance and finance, and those in hybrid work arrangements were especially likely to report that expectations for their roles weren't clear.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The findings make intuitive sense. Managers and employees have bushwhacked their way through disruptive changes since COVID-19 first upended public life five years ago. In late 2024, about one-quarter of employees with the ability to work remotely were doing so exclusively, up from around 1 in 10 in 2019, Gallup found. Another 55% were working in the office some days and remotely the rest, according to the 2024 data, up from about one-third in 2019.

    
    
    
More recently, layoffs at tech companies and in the government and other sectors have left organizations with fewer people to handle the load, and expectations aren't always adjusted to the new realities.
"With all the rounds of layoffs, people's scope and responsibilities are shifting constantly," said Jeremy Guttenplan, an executive leadership trainer and coach based in New York. "You think about the ones left behind and the work is just getting piled on them."
Here are some strategies for eliminating confusion when the scope and responsibilities of a job are ambiguous. 
Establish expectations early
Spell out or make sure you understand what a new role or project entails -- along with any relevant deadlines or performance markers -- from the beginning so everyone agrees on what's realistic and wanted. Writing it down in a shared document can help prevent future misunderstandings.
When a successful real estate developer asked Amber Krasinski to film and produce 85 TikTok videos in three hours, she thought hard about whether she really wanted to take him on as a client. The job might be good exposure for her communications agency, IvyHill Stategies, but Krasinski knew it would be impossible to complete in so little time. She turned it down.
Krasinski regularly gives her client progress updates and tries to make a practice of asking clarifying questions before taking on new projects. 
"Any time I have a conversation with a prospective client, I have that in the back of my mind," Krasinski said. "Avoiding that people-pleasing side that says, 'You can figure it out, you can do it.' You don't want to let anybody down, but you also need to set yourself up for success."
Seek frequent feedback
No one wants to spend all day in meetings. But more frequent check-ins with a manager or supervisor may help staff members who are unsure if they are prioritizing their time appropriately or don't know what they are supposed to be doing. 
Organizations can explore different ways of building connection between employees and providing more opportunities for feedback, which can result in better understanding of workplace expectations. Brian Smith, founder and managing partner of IA Business Advisors, said his company hosts gratitude sessions for 30 minutes each week. 
The first 20 minutes are led by a coach who advises attendees on issues such as how to effectively manage time or deal with challenging customers. Highlighting specific problems and strategies can help workers understand what's expected of them. At the end of the session, participants have an opportunity to share what they're grateful for.
Start the conversation
Workers don't have to wait for a supervisor to seek feedback or clarify expectations. You can suggest a quick check-in at any point, if you're unsure how to prioritize long-term goals or short-term deadlines, 
"Managing upwards is going to make your life easier," said Dale Whelehan, founder of 4 Day World, a think tank that explores new models of work. "Don't assume that management has all the answers. They're probably just as lost."
However, in hierarchical organizations where questioning management may be viewed negatively, it's important to be delicate, he said.
To initiate a feedback discussion, you can ask to meet with a manager about a current project. Whelehan outlined how to approach the conversation if the meeting gets scheduled. Start by sharing what you understand your assignment to be. Then request the manager's confirmation or clarification by saying something such as, "I just want to make sure that there's alignment here," he advised. 
Ask about anything else you need to clarify and close out the conversation by saying, "From what I understand from this conversation, my role is this. ... Have I understood that correctly?" Follow up with an email restating what you agreed to, Whelehan said.
Trust your instincts

With workplaces experiencing so many changes, employees can find themselves jumping from one assignment to the other, distracted by new responsibilities picked up after colleagues were laid off, or adjusting to spending more time physically in the office.
If it all feels too chaotic, take a moment to pause. Revisit your priorities. And then work on the most important task. 
"If something doesn't feel right, don't just accept it," Inman said. "Whatever that avenue is, if it's staying and trying to make it better or leaving, just don't give up on what you know is right."
____

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    AP PHOTOS: Cardinals return to the Sistine Chapel for a second day of voting to elect a new pope




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Faithful hold a banner reading "Up with the pope", after white smoke billows from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel during the conclave to elect a new pope, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]



        

        
        
            
                    Faithful hold a banner reading "Up with the pope", after white smoke billows from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel during the conclave to elect a new pope, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Cardinals returned to the Sistine Chapel on Thursday to resume voting for a new pope after the first conclave ballot failed to find a winner, sending billowing black smoke through the chapel chimney.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of St. Peter's Square during the conclave to elect a successor of late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]



        

        
        
            
                    A view of St. Peter's Square during the conclave to elect a successor of late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Meryl Espiniero from New York holds her dog Romeo Valentino at St. Peter's square where people wait to see smoke pour from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Television crews working at St. Peter's square wait to see smoke pour from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: A nun prays at St. Peter's Basilica waiting for smoke to billow from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Faithful gather at St. Peter's square during the conclave to elect a new Pope, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: People wait in St. Peter's Square where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor of late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]



        

        
        
            
                    People wait in St. Peter's Square where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor of late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man prays during the conclave to elect a new pope, in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: Group of faithful from France chant religious songs as they arrive at St. Peter's Square at the Vatican where 133 cardinals gather on the second day of the conclave to elect successor of late Pope Francis, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: Group of faithful arrive at St. Peter's Square at the Vatican where 133 cardinals gather on the second day of the conclave to elect successor of late Pope Francis, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)]
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[image: People react after white smoke billowed from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel during the conclave to elect a new pope, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: A drone used for TV broadcast is attacked by a seagull above St. Peter's Square where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect successor of late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Nuns from Vietnam eat their lunch at St. Peter's square during the cardinals' conclave to elect a new pope, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: A woman looks up during the conclave to elect a new pope, in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman looks up during the conclave to elect a new pope, in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People at St. Peter's square wait to see smoke pour from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]



        

        
        
            
                    People at St. Peter's square wait to see smoke pour from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person holds a rosary while people at St. Peter's square wait to see smoke pour from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]



        

        
        
            
                    A person holds a rosary while people at St. Peter's square wait to see smoke pour from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Faithful gather at St. Peter's Square at the Vatican where 133 cardinals gather on the second day of the conclave to elect successor of late Pope Francis, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]



        

        
        
            
                    Faithful gather at St. Peter's Square at the Vatican where 133 cardinals gather on the second day of the conclave to elect successor of late Pope Francis, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                    World News

    AP PHOTOS: Those devoted to bullfighting in Mexico feel recent bans harm a sacred tradition




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti touches an image of the Virgin of Guadalupe in the bullring chapel before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti touches an image of the Virgin of Guadalupe in the bullring chapel before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            EDUARDO VERDUGO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        AGUASCALIENTES, Mexico (AP) -- Mexico City lawmakers recently voted to ban violent bullfighting in the country's capital. 
Animal rights advocates celebrated the decision, but for matadors, fans and cattle breeders, this long-time Spanish tradition bears a profound significance that would be shattered if bulls were not to be killed at the arena. 

For Diego Silveti, a fourth-generation matador, bullfighting is a vocation, a path that he embraces despite knowing it might kill him. "I am willing to lose my life if necessary," Silveti said. "For my legacy, for my significance, for what God has commanded me to do."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An embroidered image of the Virgin of Guadalupe decorates Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti's capote, or bullfighter's cape, in a hotel room in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    An embroidered image of the Virgin of Guadalupe decorates Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti's capote, or bullfighter's cape, in a hotel room in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti partakes in a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti partakes in a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti smiles at fans in the bullring after a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti smiles at fans in the bullring after a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman in traditional Spanish garb touches her cross necklace before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman in traditional Spanish garb touches her cross necklace before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bullfighters pray in the bullring chapel before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Bullfighters pray in the bullring chapel before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Saturday, April 26, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti holds his montera, or bullfighter's hat, during a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti holds his montera, or bullfighter's hat, during a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mexican bullfighter Arturo Gilio partakes in a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mexican bullfighter Arturo Gilio partakes in a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spanish bullfighter Alejandro Talavante partakes in a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Spanish bullfighter Alejandro Talavante partakes in a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti gestures to fans in the bullring after a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mexican bullfighter Diego Silveti gestures to fans in the bullring after a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans look at bulls before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Fans look at bulls before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women in traditional Spanish garb gather before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Women in traditional Spanish garb gather before a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spanish bullfighter Alejandro Talavante holds a bull's tail and ears after a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Spanish bullfighter Alejandro Talavante holds a bull's tail and ears after a bullfight in Aguascalientes, Mexico, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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                    World News

    AP PHOTOS: Israel police fire tear gas into Palestinian schoolyard in Jerusalem




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A boy rubs his eye after tear gas was fired by Israeli Police into the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    A boy rubs his eye after tear gas was fired by Israeli Police into the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MAYA ALLERUZZO and MAHMOUD ILLEAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Israel has ordered six schools in East Jerusalem to close this week, throwing the educational future of 800 children of Palestinian refugees into turmoil.
In a visit to one of the schools -- all run by the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees, known as UNRWA -- Associated Press reporters witnessed Israeli police throw tear gas into the schoolyard as a group of boys played outside.
Children sprinted away from the gas, coughing, drooling and covering their eyes. Some stripped off their clothes while others donned disposable masks.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A student reacts to tear gas fired by Israeli Police while he was playing soccer with classmates in the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School, run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    A student reacts to tear gas fired by Israeli Police in the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School, in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students and teachers react to tear gas fired by Israeli Police into in the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025.(AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students and teachers react to tear gas fired by Israeli Police into in the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025.(AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A student runs from tear gas fired by Israeli Police into the yard of the UNRWA Boys School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, while he was playing soccer with his classmates in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    A student runs from tear gas fired by Israeli Police into the yard of the UNRWA Boys School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students react to tear gas fired by Israeli Police into the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students react to tear gas fired by Israeli Police into the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

    
Israeli police said the incursion into the Shuafat refugee camp came in response to stone-throwing but denied directly targeting the school. Teachers and administrators said the firing of tear gas onto schools grounds is uncommon, but Israeli operations into the camp regularly interfere with learning.
Teacher Duaa Zourba ran to check on her students.

"As teachers in Shuafat, our first job has always been to ensure the protection and the safety of our kids," she said. "Whenever there's a raid, we close windows. We close doors so that they don't smell very heavy tear gas."



    
        




    




"The goal," she said, "is for the kids to always think of this school as a safe place, to remember that there's a place for them."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students participate in physical education at the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students participate in physical education at the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students sit at their desks at the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students sit at their desks at the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students snack during recess in the yard of the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students snack during recess at the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Puppets and educational materials are displayed in teacher Doaa Zourba's classroom at the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Puppets are displayed in teacher Doaa Zourba's classroom at the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students participate in physical education at the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students participate in physical education at the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman passes the front entrance to the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    A woman passes the front entrance to the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Students play outside during recess at the UNRWA Boys' School run by the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Students play outside during recess at the UNRWA Boys' School in the Shuafat Refugee Camp in east Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                    Climate

    The construction of a road in Brazil draws criticism before first-ever climate talks in the Amazon




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Workers construct an avenue, named Liberdade, or Freedom, ahead of the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Tuesday, March 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Workers construct an avenue, named Liberdade, or Freedom, ahead of the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Tuesday, March 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People look out at the coast of Belem, Brazil, as a boat nears shore, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz, File)]
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            People look out at the coast of Belem, Brazil, as a boat nears shore, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People ride bikes near signage for the upcoming COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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            People ride bikes near signage for the upcoming COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers construct an avenue, named Liberdade, or Freedom, ahead of the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Tuesday, March 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Workers construct an avenue, named Liberdade, or Freedom, ahead of the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Tuesday, March 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Construction workers make progress in Belem, Brazil, Sept. 24, 2024, on a project for the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit. (AP Photo/Paulo Santos, File)]
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            Construction workers make progress in Belem, Brazil, Sept. 24, 2024, on a project for the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit. (AP Photo/Paulo Santos, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            FABIANO MAISONNAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BELEM, Brazil (AP) -- In the run-up to the annual U.N. climate conference, set to take place in Brazil's Amazon in November, the construction of a road is drawing attention, with critics arguing it will lead to environmental degradation.
Before the talks, called COP30, the state government of Para is building a 13-kilometer (8-mile) avenue designed to ease traffic on a major highway that runs parallel.
The road was planned long before Belem, a metropolitan area of 2.5 million people that sits on the edge of the Amazon, was chosen as conference host. That hasn't spared it sharp criticism, however, because the road is expected to cut across the last remnants of rainforest in Belem. 
Road building in the Amazon, which historically has often led to deforestation and development of surrounding areas, also stands in stark contrast to a central aim of climate conferences, and in particular this one: conservation of biodiversity. 



    
        




    




Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who has made the slowing of deforestation a central focus of his administration, has frequently boasted that this will be the first such conference in the Amazon rainforest.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People look out at the coast of Belem, Brazil, as a boat nears shore, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz, File)]
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The Amazon is key to regulating the climate, because trees absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that heats the planet when released into the atmosphere. 
"We will hold the best COP in history because the topic of all the ones held in other countries was the Amazon," Lula said while visiting Belem worksites in February. "This one will be in the Amazon."

    
    
    
An official project map shows a straight line dividing a green area through the city's outskirts. This protected area is slightly larger than Manhattan. It was designated in 1993 to protect two lakes, a river basin and to restore a degraded rainforest. However, its rules allow private properties, government-approved deforestation and public works. Two university campuses are located within its limits.

    
"Even with measures to reduce the damage, there are tough issues to address," said Roberta Rodrigues, a professor of architecture at the Federal University of Para. "It's hard to imagine a road being built along the banks of the Guama River without it leading to illegal development. It may lead to the end of this protected area."
The project dates back to 2020. Construction began in mid-2024, despite criticism over its impact on one of the city's few remaining green areas. The project drew wider attention in March, when the BBC reported that the avenue was "being built for COP30." As the story was picked up by news outlets around the world, Brazil's government issued a statement saying the avenue wasn't among the 33 infrastructure projects planned for COP30. 

    
In a statement to The Associated Press, the state government of Para said that the avenue, named Liberdade, or Freedom, will be an expressway and development around it won't be permitted. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers construct an avenue, named Liberdade, or Freedom, ahead of the COP30 U.N. Climate Summit in Belem, Brazil, Tuesday, March 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]
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The chaotic growth of Brazilian cities, however, suggests it's a promise that will be hard to keep. Countless public areas have been occupied for the irregular construction of housing -- from modest structures to luxury condos -- with the expectation that they will eventually be legalized, which often ends up happening.
Belem is the capital of Para, which is run by Gov. Helder Barbalho, a politician from a traditional family who is an ally of Lula. Both support oil drilling in the nearby mouth of the Amazon River, likely a point of contention during COP30.
The road is scheduled to be inaugurated just before the conference kicking off on Nov. 10. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Less farmland is going for organic crops as costs and other issues take root




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A cow, left, nudges dairy farmer Jeremy Brown as he inseminates a cow at Twin Birch Dairy on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Skaneateles, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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            By 
            CAITLYN DAPROZA of Rochester Institute of Technology and PATRICK WHITTLE of The Associated Press

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SKANEATELES, N.Y. (AP) -- Farmer Jeremy Brown taps the nose of a young calf. "I love the ones with the pink noses," he says.
This pink-nosed animal is just one of about 3,200 cattle at Twin Birch Dairy in Skaneateles, New York. In Brown's eyes, the cows on the farm aren't just workers: "They're the boss, they're the queen of the barn."

    
Brown, a co-owner at Twin Birch, is outspoken on the importance of sustainability in his operation. The average dairy cow emits as much as 265 pounds (120 kilograms) of methane, a potent climate-warming gas, each year. Brown says Twin Birch has worked hard to cut its planet-warming emissions through a number of environmentally sound choices.
"Ruminants are the solution, not the problem, to climate change," he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dairy farmer Jeremy Brown inseminates a cow at Twin Birch Dairy on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Skaneateles, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: Dairy farmer Jeremy Brown prepares his tools to inseminate cows at Twin Birch Dairy on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Skaneateles, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: An employee of Twin Birch Dairy cleans up the milking area in preparation for the next group of cows at Twin Birch Dairy on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Skaneateles, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: Cows stand at a milking station at Twin Birch Dairy on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Skaneateles, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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___
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story is a collaboration between Rochester Institute of Technology and The Associated Press.
___
Wearing a weathered hoodie and a hat promoting a brand of cow medicine, Brown was spending a windy Friday morning artificially inseminating some of the farm's massive Jerseys and Holsteins. He stepped over an electric manure scraper used to clean the animals' barn.
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[image: Solar panels operate at Fox Run Vineyards and Seneca Lake, Friday, March 21, 2025, in Penn Yan, N.Y. (Natasha Kaiser via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Vineyards in NY wine country push sustainability as they adapt to climate change
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon lifts coffee beans from the cooling tray of a roasting machine at Fuego Coffee Roasters' roasting facility in Rochester, N.Y., Friday, March 21, 2025. (Max Conway via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Climate change is making coffee more expensive. Tariffs likely will too
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    


    
    
    
The electric scraper means the dairy doesn't have to use a fuel-burning machine for that particular job. Twin Birch also recycles manure for use on crops, cools its milk with water that gets recirculated for cows to drink and grows most of its own feed.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers milk cows at Twin Birch Dairy on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Skaneateles, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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Despite all that, the farm has no desire to pursue a U.S. Department of Agriculture organic certification, Brown said. Doing so would add costs and require the farm to forego technology that makes the dairy business, and ultimately the customer's jug of milk, more affordable, he said.
He raises a question many farmers have been asking: Is organic farming just a word? 
Declining enthusiasm for the organic certification
An increasing number of American farmers think so. America's certified organic acreage fell almost 11% between 2019 and 2021. Numerous farmers who implement sustainable practices told The Associated Press that they have stayed away from the certification because it's costly, doesn't do enough to combat climate change and appears to be losing cachet in the marketplace. Converting an existing farm from conventional to organic agriculture can cost tens of thousands of dollars and add labor costs.

    
The rules governing the National Organic Program were published in 2000, and in the years after, organic farming boomed to eventually reach more than 5 million acres. But that has been declining in recent years.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Young plant sprouts are kept in a tray at Bolton Farms, a hydroponic farm, on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Hilton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: A bunch of kale is displayed at Growing Family Farms' vendor table at the Brighton Farmers Market on Sunday, March 23, 2025, in Brighton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: Baskets of apples are displayed across vendor tables at the Rochester Public Market on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: Seedlings grow at Bolton Farms, a hydroponic farm, on Friday, March 21, 2025, in Hilton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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Any downward trend is significant, as organic farms make up less than 1% of the country's total acreage, and organic sales are typically only a tiny share of the nationwide total. 

    
Shannon Ratcliff, a farmer and co-owner of organically certified Shannon Brook Farms in Watkins Glen, New York, attributes the decline to a 2018 fraud case in Iowa involving a farmer selling grain mislabeled as certified organic. "The whole thing went crazy -- work requirements for farmers ramped up and inspection levels were higher," she said.
It's also just a tough business, Ratcliff said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Courtney Klee, an employee of Growing Family Farms, handles a purchase at the Brighton Farmers Market on Sunday, March 23, 2025, in Brighton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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Her co-owner, Walter Adam, also thinks younger generations' interest in farming of any kind is also declining.
"It takes six months to learn everything," Adam said. "We can't find anybody as willing to work on the farm."

    
Adam drives to Manhattan each week to sell their meat and eggs at markets, and spends Sunday mornings helping Ratcliff with business at the Brighton Farmers Market in Brighton, New York.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alison Venuti, who goes by Sunny, an employee of Bolton Farms, laughs as she speaks with a customer at the Rochester Public Market on Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Rochester, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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Frank Mitloehner, a professor in animal science in the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at University of California Davis, said lack of flexibility and efficiency are driving farmers away from organic in an era of rising prices for farmers. He said organic standards need to be overhauled or the marketplace risks organic going away completely.
"I am in awe that so many organic farmers were able to produce that way for that long," he said. "It seems that they are losing consumer base in these financially troubling times."
But the label still matters to some buyers

Still, there are consumers determined to buy organic. Aaron Swindle, a warehouse employee at a chain supermarket, spends every Sunday morning shopping for organic groceries at the Brighton Farmers Market.
"The taste quality is different when it's growing nearby," Swindle said. He calls the Finger Lakes of New York a "trifecta," a region that contributes dairy, produce, and meat for its residents.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Aaron Swindle and his daughter Zoe look at product price signs at the Brighton Farmers Market on Sunday, March 23, 2025, in Brighton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: A young girl yawns as she looks at signs of products being sold at the Brighton Farmers Market on Sunday, March 23, 2025, in Brighton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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John Bolton, owner of Bolton Farms in Hilton, New York, said he has some reservations about organic certification, but he's pursuing it for his hydroponic farm, which grows produce in nutrient-rich water instead of soil. It produces greens such as kale and chard and is popular as a supplier for restaurants in western New York, and draws waves of regular customers at the Rochester Public Market on weekends.

    
Bolton doesn't use pesticides. On a chilly day this spring, he was at his greenhouse unloading 1,500 ladybugs to do the work of eliminating the operation's aphids. That's the kind of practice organic farms use to earn the certification, he said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bolton Farms owner John Bolton looks up as he works at the hydroponic farm Friday, March 21, 2025, in Hilton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: Ladybugs disperse out of a tray to mitigate aphids at Bolton Farms, a hydroponic farm, on Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Hilton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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[image: Water drips from plants at Bolton Farms, a hydroponic farm, on Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Hilton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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He said his operations aren't immune to the dangers posed by climate change. Abnormally hot days affect their greenhouse, he said: "It's devastating to not only the people but the plants."
But Bolton described the organic certification as economically and environmentally beneficial to his farm. Getting the certification will carry an expense, but he is confident it will be worth the price.
"It helps with sales. And you feel good about it - you're doing the right practices," Bolton said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Janet Vandenberg, right, an employee of Bolton Farms, speaks with owner John Bolton as they prepare spring mix bags at Bolton Farms on Saturday, March 22, 2025, in Hilton, N.Y. (Caitlyn Daproza via AP)]
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                    World News

    Brazilian state's deforestation amnesty poses 'one of the greatest threats' to the Amazon
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            With little fanfare and virtually no publicity, lawmakers in the Brazilian state of Rondonia have passed legislation in favor of hundreds of cattle ranchers who had illegally converted swathes of Amazon rainforest into pasture land. (AP Video: Teresa de Miguel and Tatiana Pollastri)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cattle walk along an illegally deforested area in an extractive reserve near Jaci-Parana, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)]
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            Cattle walk along an illegally deforested area in an extractive reserve near Jaci-Parana, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            FABIANO MAISONNAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) -- With little fanfare and virtually no publicity, lawmakers in the Brazilian state of Rondonia have passed legislation in favor of hundreds of cattle ranchers who had illegally converted swathes of Amazon rainforest into pasture land. 
The new legislation, which was passed April 28 and took effect immediately, also grants amnesty to slaughterhouses that purchased cattle illegally raised inside what had been the Jaci-Parana conservation area, which the new law effectively dissolves. 
"All fines, notices of violation and other administrative penalties tied to the occupation and use of the area are automatically voided and carry no legal or financial consequences," declared the law.
One of the beneficiaries of the amnesty is likely to be JBS SA, the world's largest meatpacker, which is poised to start selling shares on the New York Stock Exchange in June. According to a 2023 audit by Brazil s Federal Prosecution Service, 12% of cattle purchased by JBS in Rondonia came from illegally deforested areas.

    
In exchange for the amnesty, cattle ranchers must join Rondonia's environmental regularization program, which requires them to halt deforestation and submit a plan to reforest part of the area. The law does not give them the public land, but allows it to be used under concession for 30 years. They will also be allowed to sell cattle, despite a law forbidding commercial cattle in Brazil's protected areas. Around 216,000 head graze on pasture there, according to the state animal division.
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[image: Coral, a rescued manatee, swims in a pool at the Bicho d'Agua project facilities in Castanhal, Brazil, Sunday, March 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Hope floats in the Amazon as Bacuri, a young manatee, fights for survival
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A humpback whale, dolphins and sea birds feed on a school of fish Thursday, May 1, 2025, in Channel Islands, Calif. (AP Photo/Annika Hammerschlag)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                As Trump pares back ocean protections, California weighs expanding them
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Renee Colon lifts coffee beans from the cooling tray of a roasting machine at Fuego Coffee Roasters' roasting facility in Rochester, N.Y., Friday, March 21, 2025. (Max Conway via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Climate change is making coffee more expensive. Tariffs likely will too
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"The law is an affront. If it's not declared unconstitutional, it will pose one of the greatest threats to the protection of all conservation areas facing land invasions," said Wellington Lamburgini, a coordinator with the local chapter of the Pastoral Land Commission, a nonprofit affiliated with the Catholic Church. "It sends the message that this crime is tolerated and will eventually be legalized." 
State lawmaker Luis do Hospital, who sponsored the bill, Alex Redano, president of the state parliament, and JBS all declined to comment.

    

Legal loopholes

The expectation that illegally used land will become sanctioned has been the main driver of deforestation in the Amazon. 
Land-grabbers clear land in hopes it will eventually be legalized due to lax land laws or government amnesties. In most cases, the forest is cleared for pasture to show economic activity. 
In recent years, Rondonia's attorney general's office, state prosecutor's office and environmental agency have fined and prosecuted hundreds of cattle ranchers and four slaughterhouses for causing damage inside the Jaci-Parana conservation area, where large-scale cattle raising is forbidden.
Fines and pending legal settlements total $280 million -- a fraction of the more than $1 billion in damages estimated by Rondonia state. Many of the 778 identified land invaders have never been prosecuted. While several have been convicted, most have escaped punishment due to legal loopholes.
The state prosecutor's office told The Associated Press it is considering appealing the new law. 

    
The attorney general's office declined to comment.
In December 2023, the state's attorney sued JBS and three other slaughterhouses for buying cattle raised in Jaci-Parana. Months later, two of the slaughterhouses -- Distriboi and Frigon -- were ordered, along with three cattle ranchers, to pay $764,000 for causing environmental damage. Neither company responded to requests for comment.

    

'Could cause immeasurable harm'

JBS is facing three lawsuits pending trial. In one of them, the company argued that it has an environmental monitoring program that has blocked over 20,000 farms in Rondonia alone, according to the company's defense included in the court filings. It also states that the lawsuit is based on purchasing only 73 heads of cattle, representing 0.0006% of the company s purchases in the state. 
According to the company, the transaction, which took place 12 years ago, involved fraud from the cattle rancher, as he used geographic coordinates outside the Jaci-Parana reserve to make the sale appear legal. The producer has since been blocked from further sales.
"The mere existence of this lawsuit -- even if ultimately unsuccessful -- could cause immeasurable harm to JBS and, by extension, to Brazil's economy, to which the company contributes significantly, accounting for roughly 2.1% of the national GDP," the company said in court filings.
In a statement to AP, the meatpacker said that starting Jan. 1, 2026, it will only buy cattle from producers enrolled in its Transparent Livestock Platform, which allows ranchers to register information about their own suppliers, who will also be subject to JBS's socio-environmental compliance criteria.
Last month, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission approved the listing of JBS on the New York Stock Exchange despite strong opposition from environmental groups. 

    
____
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    Cancer before age 50 is increasing. A new study looks at which types




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A radiologist uses a magnifying glass to check mammograms for breast cancer in Los Angeles, May 6, 2010. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    A radiologist uses a magnifying glass to check mammograms for breast cancer in Los Angeles, May 6, 2010. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            CARLA K. JOHNSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Cancer before age 50 is rare, but increasing, in the United States and researchers want to know why.
A new government study provides the most complete picture yet of early-onset cancers, finding that the largest increases are in breast, colorectal, kidney and uterine cancers. Scientists from the National Cancer Institute looked at data that included more than 2 million cancers diagnosed in people 15 to 49 years old between 2010 and 2019.
Of 33 cancer types, 14 cancers had increasing rates in at least one younger age group. About 63% of the early-onset cancers were among women. 
"These kinds of patterns generally reflect something profound going on," said Tim Rebbeck of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, who studies cancer risk and was not involved in the research. "We need to fund research that will help us understand."
The findings were published Thursday in Cancer Discovery, a journal of the American Association for Cancer Research. 

    
How many extra cancers are we talking about?
The researchers compared cancer rates in 2019 to what would be expected based on 2010 rates. 
Breast cancer made up the largest share of the excess cancers, with about 4,800 additional cases. There were 2,000 more colorectal cancers compared with what would be expected based on the 2010 rates. There were 1,800 more kidney cancers and 1,200 additional uterine cancers.
Reassuringly, death rates were not rising for most cancers in the young adult age groups, although increasing death rates were seen for colorectal, uterine and testicular cancers.

    
Why is this happening?
Explanations will take more research. The big databases used for the study don't include information on risk factors or access to care. Theories abound and a big meeting is planned later this year to bring together experts in the area.
"Several of these cancer types are known to be associated with excess body weight and so one of the leading hypotheses is increasing rates of obesity," said lead author Meredith Shiels of the National Cancer Institute. 
Advances in cancer detection and changes in screening guidelines could be behind some early diagnoses. 
For breast cancer, the trend toward women having a first child at older ages is a possible explanation. Pregnancy and breastfeeding are known to reduce risk.
It's not a uniform trend for all cancers
This isn't happening across the board. Cancer rates in people under 50 are going down for more than a dozen types of cancer, with the largest declines in lung and prostate cancers. 
Cigarette smoking has been declining for decades, which likely accounts for the drop in lung cancer among younger adults. 
The drop in prostate cancer is likely tied to updated guidelines discouraging routine PSA testing in younger men because of concerns about overtreatment.
___
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    Donald Trump taps wellness influencer close to Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for surgeon general




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Dr. Casey Means, a wellness influencer, left, and journalist Megan Kelly, attend a confirmation hearing for Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for the Secretary of Health and Human Services post, at the Capitol in Washington, Jan. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks after David Perdue was sworn in as U.S. Ambassador to China during a ceremony in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump is tapping Dr. Casey Means, a physician-turned-wellness influencer with close ties to Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., as his nominee for surgeon general after withdrawing his initial pick for the influential health post.
Trump said in a social media post Wednesday that Means has "impeccable 'MAHA' credentials" - referring to the " Make America Healthy Again " slogan - and that she will work to eradicate chronic disease and improve the health and well-being of Americans.
"Her academic achievements, together with her life's work, are absolutely outstanding," Trump said. "Dr. Casey Means has the potential to be one of the finest Surgeon Generals in United States History."
In doing so, Trump withdrew former Fox News medical contributor Janette Nesheiwat from consideration for the job, marking at least the second health-related pick from Trump to be pulled from Senate consideration. Nesheiwat had been scheduled to appear before the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee Thursday for her confirmation hearing. 

    
Means and her brother, former lobbyist Calley Means, served as key advisers to Kennedy's longshot 2024 presidential bid and helped broker his endorsement of Trump last summer. The pair made appearances with some of Trump's biggest supporters, winning praise from conservative pundit Tucker Carlson and podcaster Joe Rogan. Calley Means is currently a White House adviser who appears frequently on television to promote restrictions on SNAP benefits, removing fluoride from drinking water and other MAHA agenda items.


Casey Means has no government experience and dropped out of her surgical residency program, saying she became disillusioned with traditional medicine. She founded a health tech company, Levels, that helps users track blood sugar and other metrics. She also makes money from dietary supplements, creams, teas and other products sponsored on her social media accounts.

    
    
    
In interviews and articles, Means and her brother describe a dizzying web of influences to blame for the nation's health problems, including corrupt food conglomerates that have hooked Americans on unhealthy diets, leaving them reliant on daily medications from the pharmaceutical industry to manage obesity, diabetes and other chronic conditions.

    
Few health experts would dispute that the American diet -- full of processed foods -- is a contributor to obesity and related problems. But Means goes further, linking changes in diet and lifestyle to a raft of conditions including infertility, Alzheimer's, depression and erectile dysfunction.
"Almost every chronic health symptom that Western medicine addresses is the result of our cells being beleaguered by how we've come to live," Means said in a 2024 book co-written with her brother.
Food experts say it's overly simplistic to declare that all processed foods are harmful, since the designation covers an estimated 60% of U.S. foods, including products as diverse as granola, peanut butter and potato chips.

    
"They are not all created equal," said Gabby Headrick, a nutrition researcher at George Washington University's school of public health. "It is much more complicated than just pointing the finger at ultra-processed foods as the driver of chronic disease in the United States."
Means has mostly steered clear of Kennedy's controversial and debunked views on vaccines. But on her website, she has called for more investigation into their safety and recommends making it easier for patients to sue drugmakers in the event of vaccine injuries. Since the late 1980s, federal law has shielded those companies from legal liability to encourage development of vaccines without the threat of costly personal injury lawsuits.
She trained as a surgeon at Stanford University but has built an online following by criticizing the medical establishment and promoting natural foods and lifestyle changes to reverse obesity, diabetes and other chronic diseases.
If confirmed as surgeon general, Means would be tasked with helping promote Kennedy's sprawling MAHA agenda, which calls for removing thousands of additives and chemicals from U.S. foods, rooting out conflicts of interest at federal agencies and incentivizing healthier foods in school lunches and other nutrition programs.

    
Nesheiwat, Trump's first pick, is a medical director for an urgent care company in New York and has appeared regularly on Fox News to offer medical expertise and insights. She is a vocal supporter of Trump and shares photos of them together on social media. Nesheiwat is also the sister-in-law of former national security adviser Mike Waltz, who has been nominated to be Trump's ambassador to the United Nations.
But she had recently come under criticism from Laura Loomer, a far-right ally of Trump who was instrumental in ousting several members of the president's National Security Council. Loomer posted on X earlier this week that "we can't have a pro-COVID vaccine nepo appointee who is currently embroiled in a medical malpractice case and who didn't go to medical school in the US" as the surgeon general. 

    
Independent freelance journalist Anthony Clark reported last month that Nesheiwat earned her medical degree from the American University of the Caribbean School of Medicine in St. Maarten, despite saying that she has a degree from the University of Arkansas School of Medicine. The White House pulled Nesheiwat's nomination because of doubts about her confirmation prospects, according to a person familiar with the matter who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the administration's reasoning.
"I am looking forward to continuing to support President Trump and working closely with Secretary Kennedy in a senior policy role to Make America Healthy Again! My focus continues to be on improving the health and well-being of all Americans, and that mission hasn't changed," Nesheiwat wrote on social media Wednesday.
The surgeon general, considered the nation's doctor, oversees 6,000 U.S. Public Health Service Corps members and can issue advisories that warn of public health threats.

In March, the White House pulled from consideration the nomination of former Florida GOP Rep. Dave Weldon to lead the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. His skepticism on vaccines had raised concerns from key Republican senators, and he withdrew after being told by the White House that he did not have enough support to be confirmed.
The withdrawal was first reported by Bloomberg News.
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    Moderna study shows immune response in older adults for a combo flu and COVID-19 shot




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A vial of Moderna COVID-19 vaccine rests on a table at an inoculation station in Jackson, Miss., on July 19, 2022. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        A combination shot for flu and COVID-19 using messenger RNA generated antibodies in a study, but U.S. government regulators want to see data on whether the new vaccine protects people from getting sick.
Researchers from vaccine-maker Moderna reported in a study published Wednesday that the new combo shot generated a stronger immune response against COVID-19 and most strains of flu than existing standalone shots in people 50 and older. Side effects were injection site pain, fatigue and headaches. Moderna previously reported a summary of the results from the company-sponsored trial in 8,000 people.
The mRNA technology is used in approved COVID-19 and RSV shots, but has not yet been approved for a flu shot. Moderna believes mRNA could speed up production of flu shots compared with traditional processes that use chicken eggs or giant vats of cells. A combo shot also might improve vaccination rates, the researchers wrote in the study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association.

    
Dr. Greg Poland, who studies vaccine response at Mayo Clinic and was not involved in the new study, said he's not convinced that a combo shot would be popular. And while flu comes in seasonal waves, COVID-19 has been spreading throughout the year, Poland said, posing challenges for how to time the shots to keep protection strong.



    
        




    




He'd also like to see data on how well the new shot protected people from infection and hospitalization.

    
    
    
The findings are based on measuring antibodies in participants' blood after 29 days, an indication of short-term disease protection. 
Last week, Moderna pushed its target date for the vaccine's approval to 2026 after the Food and Drug Administration requested a more direct measure: how much the shot lowered the risk of disease.
"I agree in this case with FDA that efficacy data are important to see," Poland said.
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has cast doubt on the safety of mRNA vaccines, but Moderna President Stephen Hoge told investors in an earnings call last week that talks with the FDA were productive and "business as usual."

    
Also last week, Novavax said the FDA was asking the company to run a new clinical trial of its protein-based COVID-19 vaccine after the agency grants full approval, sowing uncertainty about other vaccine updates.
___
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    What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]



        

        
        
            
                    A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            TOM MURPHY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Dr. Google is often on call for worried patients, but it may not give the best advice.
Doctors say internet searches for medical information should be done cautiously, especially with artificial intelligence playing a growing role.
Information from the right websites can teach patients about symptoms and prepare them for a doctor's visit. But a poorly done search might inflame anxiety well before someone reaches the waiting room. It's important to know the source of the information you find and to avoid trying to diagnose your health issue.
Here are questions to keep in mind if you seek medical help online.
What's your source?
When you do a search, don't automatically click the first link. It may not contain the best answers.
Some companies pay to have their websites listed at the top of a results page. Those links may be listed as sponsored.
Scroll for results that come from a source you can trust for medical information. That can include big health systems like the Mayo Clinic or sites run by government agencies like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
"We've gotten so used to clicking on that first link," says John Grohol, a psychologist who specializes in online behavior. "For your health information, especially when it is personal, you want to think about it."

    
    
    
Should I use AI?
That depends on what it tells you.
More people are using artificial intelligence to get quick answers pulled from a variety of internet sources. Some searches also will generate an AI summary at the top of the results page.
But an AI answer may not say where it got the information. That makes it hard to judge credibility.
AI also can be prone to " hallucinations," an industry term for issues that cause the technology to make stuff up. Be especially wary of this if no source is cited.
What should I ask?
How you phrase a question plays a big role in the results you see. Doctors say patients should search for information based on symptoms, not an expected diagnosis.
"You've got to ask at the very beginning the right questions," said Dr. Eric Boose of the Cleveland Clinic.
That means asking, "What could cause a lump to form under my skin?" instead of "Is the lump under my skin cancer?"
Focusing on a diagnosis means you may miss other explanations, especially if you just click the first few links listed in the results.
For some issues, you should skip the search altogether. If you are having chest pains, experiencing dizziness of showing signs of a stroke, seek help immediately.
"You don't want to delay something that should be treated within a certain amount of time," said Dr. Olivier Gherardi, medical director of Brown University Health Urgent Care.
Can the internet diagnose a problem?
No. Leave that to the real doctors who are trained to ask questions that lead to a diagnosis.
Blood in your urine could mean cancer. It also might be caused by kidney stones or an infection.
Unexplained weight loss also could be a sign of cancer. Or it could reflect an overactive thyroid or a new job that causes you to move around more.
Some testing and a visit with a doctor who knows your medical history may be the best medicine in these situations. 
"There are a lot of symptoms that overlap between minor conditions and major medical problems," said Dr. Sarah Sams, a board member with the American Academy of Family Physicians.
____
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    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.
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[image: Challah slices are dipped into an egg custard to make French toast in New York. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Challah French toast is a simple but indulgent breakfast to make Mom on Mother's Day
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cultural and architectural historian Michael Henry Adams poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                The Met Gala is over, but dandyism isn't. Here's how to dress like a dandy in everyday life
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Holly LaFavers shows boxes of Dum-Dum lollipops outside of Holly LaFavers's home Monday, May 5, 2025, in Lexington, Ky. (Holly LaFavers via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Kentucky boy uses mother's phone to order 70K Dum-Dum suckers to share with his friends
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    
    
Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Health

    Spring allergies are back. Here's how to check pollen levels and keep from sneezing




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An oak tree with new leaf growth also shows pollen hanging amongst the branches at a park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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[image: The branches of an oak tree are stained with a green tint from pollen at park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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            By 
            KENYA HUNTER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Allergy season can be miserable for tens of millions of Americans when trees, grass, and other pollens cause runny noses, itchy eyes, coughing and sneezing.
Where you live, what you're allergic to and your lifestyle can make a big difference when it comes to the severity of your allergies. Experts say climate change is leading to longer and more intense allergy seasons, but also point out that treatments for seasonal allergies have become more effective over the last decade. 
Here are some tips from experts to keep allergy symptoms at bay -- maybe even enough to allow you to enjoy the outdoors.
Where are pollen levels the worst this year? 

The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America issues an annual ranking of the most challenging cities to live in if you have allergies, based on over-the-counter medicine use, pollen counts and the number of available allergy specialists. 
This year, the top five cities are: Wichita, Kansas; New Orleans; Oklahoma City; Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Memphis. 

Which pollens cause allergies? 

There are three main types of pollen. Earlier in the spring, tree pollen is the main culprit. After that grasses pollinate, followed by weeds in the late summer and early fall.
Some of the most common tree pollens that cause allergies include birch, cedar, cottonwood, maple, elm, oak and walnut, according to the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. Grasses that cause symptoms include Bermuda, Johnson, rye and Kentucky bluegrass. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    



How do I track pollen levels?

Pollen trackers can help you decide when to go outside. The American Academy of Allergy Asthma and Immunology tracks levels through a network of counting stations across the U.S. Counts are available at its website and via email.

    
    
    

Limit your exposure to pollens
The best and first step to controlling allergies is avoiding exposure. Keep the windows in your car and your home closed, even when it's nice outside. 
If you go outside, wearing long sleeves can keep pollen off your skin to help ward off allergic reactions, said Dr. James Baker, an allergist at the University of Michigan. It also provides some sun protection, he added.
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When you get home, change your clothes and shower daily to ensure all the pollen is off of you -- including your hair. If you can't wash your hair every day, try covering it when you go outside with a hat or scarf. Don't get in the bed with your outside clothes on, because the pollen will follow. 
It's also useful to rinse your eyes and nose with saline to remove any pollen, experts said. And the same masks that got us through the pandemic can protect you from allergies -- though they won't help with eye symptoms.
How to relieve allergy symptoms

Over-the-counter nasal sprays are among the most effective treatments for seasonal allergies, experts said. 
But the vast majority of patients use them incorrectly, irritating parts of the nose, said Dr. Kathleen Mays, an allergist at Augusta University in Georgia. She suggested angling the nozzle outward toward your ear rather than sticking it straight up your nose. 
Over-the-counter allergy pills like Claritin, Allegra and Zyrtec are helpful, but may not be as effective as quickly since they're taken by mouth, experts said. 
Experts also said that if your allergy symptoms are impacting your quality of life, like causing you to lose sleep or a lack focus at work or school, it might be time to consider an allergist appointment for immunotherapies. 
Some remedies for allergy relief that have been circulating on social media or suggested by celebrities -- like incorporating local honey into your diet to expose yourself to pollen -- have been debunked. 
Dr. Shayam Joshi, an allergist at Oregon Health and Science University, said that's because the flowers that bees pollinate typically don't contain the airborne pollen that causes allergy symptoms.

Is allergy season changing? 

With climate change, winters are milder and growing seasons are longer, meaning there's more opportunity for pollen to stay in the air, resulting in longer and more severe allergy seasons.
In many areas across the country, pollen counts have broken decades of records. In late March, Atlanta Allergy & Asthma measured a pollen count of over 14,000 grains per cubic meter, which is considered extremely high. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    World Video Game Hall of Fame inducts Defender, Tamagotchi, GoldenEye 007 and Quake
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[image: This Sept. 17, 2024 photo shows the remodeled World Video Game Hall of Fame in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)]
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                                        ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) -- The World Video Game Hall of Fame on Thursday inducted four honorees, paying tribute to games that challenged players and changed the industry.
Making up the Class of 2025 are: Defender, the 1981 arcade game that raised the bar on difficulty; Tamagotchi, the digital pets that bridged toys and video games; GoldenEye 007, whose four-person mode influenced multiplayer games that followed; and Quake, which debuted in 1996 with a 3D engine that became the new standard for the industry.
The winners emerged from a field of 12 finalists that included Age of Empires, Angry Birds, Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare, Frogger, Golden Tee, Harvest Moon, Mattel Football, and NBA 2K. 
The Hall of Fame each year recognizes arcade, console, computer, handheld, and mobile games that have had staying power and influenced the video game industry or pop culture. 

    
The best-selling Defender, released by Williams Electronics, proved that players would embrace complex and challenging games in the arcade, the experts said. It combined intense gameplay and a complicated control scheme with a horizontally scrolling shooter. 



    
        




    




"Defender's punishing gameplay raised the level of competition in arcades, and it was among the first games to truly separate dedicated players from more casual ones," Jeremy Saucier, assistant vice president for interpretation and electronic games, said.

    
    
    
The 1996 launch of Tamagotchi is credited with sparking the popularity of pet simulation video games. The handheld egg-shaped electronic game allowed owners to care for a virtual pet from birth through death, feeding, playing with and cleaning up after it by pressing buttons. Collections manager Kristy Hisert said Tamagotchi offered something different than the popular video game electronics of the time.
"It provided players with feelings of connection, caring, and customization, a respite from competition and fighting games," she said. Neopets, Nintendogs and other social media and app-based versions of pet simulation games would follow.

    
GoldenEye 007 was based on the 1995 James Bond spy film "GoldenEye" and was the third best-selling game for the Nintendo 64, behind Super Mario 64 and Mario Kart 64. The result of a 1997 partnership between Nintendo and Rare, the first-person shooter game was known for its four-person multiplayer mode, which Hall of Fame experts said influenced many multiplayer games that followed. 
Id Software's 1996 Quake was also recognized for its lasting influence, with a game code that "is a literal legacy" and continues to be used in some games after nearly 30 years, electronic games curator Lindsey Kurano said. 
 "Of few games can it be said that its DNA -- its code -- continues to be present in modern games, decades after release," she said.

The World Video Game Hall of Fame is inside The Strong National Museum of Play. Anyone can nominate a video game for consideration. Museum staff name 12 finalists each year and solicit votes from experts and fans before announcing the winners.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/video-game-hall-of-fame-defender-tamagotchi-2e4ad6ec2258d482dc3a34ed324ee7f5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    He was killed in a road rage shooting. AI allowed him to deliver his own victim impact statement
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[image: Stacey Wales, sister of the late Christopher Pelkey, displays her brother's image at her mother's home, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Chandler, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Stacey Wales, sister of the late Christopher Pelkey, is shown at her mother's home, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Chandler, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: The Army dress uniform and photo of the late Christopher Pelkey is shown at his mother's home, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Chandler, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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            MATT YORK, RIO YAMAT and SEJAL GOVINDARAO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CHANDLER, Ariz. (AP) -- There were dozens of statements submitted to the court by family and friends of Christopher Pelkey when it came time to sentence the man convicted of shooting him during a road rage incident. They provided glimpses of Pelkey's humor, his character and his military service. 
But there was nothing quite like hearing from the victim himself -- in this case, an AI-generated version.
In what's believed to be a first in U.S. courts, Pelkey's family used artificial intelligence to create a video using his likeness to give him a voice. The AI rendering of Pelkey told the shooter during the sentencing hearing last week that it was a shame they had to meet that day in 2021 under those circumstances -- and that the two of them probably could have been friends in another life. 
"I believe in forgiveness and in God who forgives. I always have and I still do," Pelkey's avatar told Gabriel Paul Horcasitas.

    
The AI version of Pelkey went on to share advice for people to make the most of each day and to love each other, not knowing how much time one might have left. 
While use of artificial intelligence within the court system is expanding, it's typically been reserved for administrative tasks, legal research and case preparation. In Arizona, it's helped inform the public of rulings in significant cases. 



    
        




    




Using AI to generate victim impact statements marks a new -- and legal, at least in Arizona -- tool for sharing information with the court outside the evidentiary phases.

    
    
    
Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Todd Lang, who presided over the road rage case, said after watching the video that he imagined Pelkey, who was 37 at the time of his killing, would have felt that way after learning about him. Lang also noted the video said something about Pelkey's family, who had expressed their anger over his death and had asked for Horcasitas to receive the maximum sentence. 

    
Horcasitas, 54, was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 10.5 years in prison.
"Even though that's what you wanted, you allowed Chris to speak from his heart as you saw it," Lang said.
The Associated Press left phone and email messages Wednesday seeking comment from Horcasitas' lawyer.
The shooting happened the afternoon of Nov. 13, 2021, as both drivers were stopped at a red light. According to records, Pelkey was shot after getting out of his truck and walking back toward Horcasitas' car.
Pelkey's sister, Stacey Wales, raised the idea of her brother speaking for himself. 
For years, while the case worked its way through the legal system, Wales said she thought about what she would say at the sentencing hearing. She struggled to get words down on paper.
But when she thought about what her brother would say to the shooter, knowing he would have forgiven him, the words poured out of her.
In Arizona, victims can give their impact statements in any digital format, said victims' rights attorney Jessica Gattuso, who represented the family.
Arizona Supreme Court Justice Ann Timmer didn't address the road rage case specifically in an interview Wednesday. But she said the rise in popularity and accessibility to AI in recent years led to the formation of a committee to research best practices in the courts.

    
Gary Marchant, a member of the committee and a law professor at Arizona State University, said he understands why Pelkey's family did it. But he warned the use of this technology could open the door to more people trying to introduce AI-generated evidence into courtrooms.
"There's a real concern among the judiciary and among lawyers that deepfake evidence will be increasingly used," he said. "It's easy to create it and anyone can do it on a phone, and it could be incredibly influential because judges and juries, just like all of us, are used to believing what you see."
Marchant pointed to a recent case in New York, where a man without a lawyer used an AI-generated avatar to argue his case in a lawsuit via video. It took only seconds for the judges to realize that the man addressing them from the video screen didn't exist at all.

    
In the Arizona case, Wales said the AI-generated video worked because the judge had nearly 50 letters from family and friends that echoed the video's message.

"There was a solid gold thread through all of those stories -- that was the heart of Chris," Wales said. "This works because it talks about the kind of person Chris was."
___
Yamat reported from Las Vegas. Associated Press reporter Susan Montoya Bryan in Albuquerque, New Mexico, contributed to this report.
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    Google partners with Elementl Power on nuclear energy sites as power demand for AI grows
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            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Google is partnering with Elementl Power on three project sites for advanced nuclear energy as the energy required to power burgeoning artificial intelligence projects rises sharply. 
Under the agreement announced Wednesday, Google will provide capital for the projects, which the companies say will each produce 600 megawatts of power capacity. No dollar figure for Google's investment was given.
"Our collaboration with Elementl Power enhances our ability to move at the speed required to meet this moment of AI and American innovation," said Amanda Peterson Corio, Google's head of data center energy.
Google and Elementl said they will collaborative with utility and regulated power companies to identify and advance new projects.
"We look forward to working with Google to execute these projects and bring safe, carbon-free, baseload electricity to the grid," said Elementl Power Chairman and CEO Chris Colbert.

    
U.S. states have been positioning themselves to meet the tech industry's power needs as policymakers consider expanding subsidies and gutting regulatory obstacles.
Last year, 25 states passed legislation to support advanced nuclear energy, and lawmakers this year have introduced over 200 bills supportive of nuclear energy, according to the trade association Nuclear Energy Institute.



    
        




    




Advanced reactor designs from competing firms are filling up the federal government's regulatory pipeline as the industry touts them as a reliable, climate-friendly way to meet electricity demands from tech giants desperate to power their fast-growing artificial intelligence platforms.

    
    
    
In October, Amazon announced that it was investing in small nuclear reactors, just two days after a similar announcement by Google. 
A month before that, Constellation Energy, the owner of the shuttered Three Mile Island nuclear power plant said it it planned to restart the reactor so tech giant Microsoft could secure power to supply its data centers. 

    
Three Mile Island, located on the Susquehanna River just outside Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, was the site of the nation's worst commercial nuclear power accident, in 1979.

Amazon, Google and Microsoft also have been investing in solar and wind technologies, which make electricity without producing greenhouse gas emissions.
Elementl Power was founded in 2022.
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    Challah French toast is a simple but indulgent breakfast to make Mom on Mother's Day




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Challah slices are dipped into an egg custard to make French toast in New York. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]
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[image: A recipe for challah French toast appears on a plate topped with raspberries, maple syrup, confectioners' sugar, and a side bacon. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]
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            A recipe for challah French toast appears on a plate topped with raspberries, maple syrup, confectioners' sugar, and a side bacon. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Challah slices, dipped into an egg custard, are fried in a skillet to make French toast in New York. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]
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            Challah slices, dipped into an egg custard, are fried in a skillet to make French toast in New York. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Slices of French toast are displayed in a dish in New York. (Cheyenne Cohen via AP)]
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            KATIE WORKMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Cooking for your mom on Mother's Day is probably the Best Gift Ever for a lot of moms. Sure, we're delighted to get flowers, or a lovely box of chocolate, or a new power drill, but what we really want is to be taken care of for one single, blessed day. Just kidding, we know you love us. Now cook something to prove it.
A chill brunchy breakfast is a great way to go. And, by the way, it doesn't have to be in bed. In fact, having balanced a toddler, a mug of hot coffee and a plate of eggs on my lap while lying in bed in years past, I can say that's challenging, even when charming.
The smell of French toast cooking up on the stove should make a morning person out of anyone. There are few breakfasts that feel as indulgent, but it couldn't be easier to make!
In some parts of the world, French toast is called "eggy toast," "Bombay toast," "gypsy toast" and "poor nights of Windsor." In France, it is actually called "pain perdu," which means "lost bread," as the bread is dunked into an eggy custard to soak for a while. Besides, the name French toast probably has nothing to do with France -- the most reasonable story is that a man named Joseph French invented it.
Whatever you call it, it's a fan favorite.

    
    
    
For best results, choose an eggy bread
Challah is far and away my favorite bread to use for making French toast. The bread is made with eggs, so it is richer than plain white loaves, and the middle becomes almost custardy in texture when it is soaked in a milk and egg mixture and griddled up on a pan.
Brioche is another egg-based bread that is a great choice. And you can definitely use a plain Pullman loaf, a firm white bread, if you like - just make sure your slices are nice and thick.
Use bread that is a bit on the dry side, meaning it needs to be a few days old. When I have a fresh challah, I simply slice it 3/4-inch thick and leave the slices on the counter for about 24 hours to dry out a bit. Flip them sometime in the middle of the day so both sides have a chance to air dry. Or put them on a wire rack, and then you can just let them dry without having to flip them.
And it should be said that French toast leftovers heat up nicely in the microwave, so make a few extra pieces for later in the week.

    
Tips for making perfect French toast:
-- Mix the custard batter thoroughly so you don't get patches of just egg or milk.
-- Use two skillets to make the cooking go faster, especially if you are making it for a crowd.
-- Your bread slices should be around 3/4-inch thick, and no more than 1-inch thick. Thinner slices might get too soggy in the custard dip and fall apart. Thicker slices are hard to cook through properly.
-- Soak the bread for just long enough: too long and it will get soggy and disintegrate, too short and the milk and egg mixture won't penetrate to the center of the bread, offering that custardy texture in the middle.
-- Use moderate heat: too high and the bread will burn on the outside, too low and it won't get that nicely browned crusty exterior.
-- Preheat the pan. Again, this will allow for the nice browned exterior.
-- Use a heavy skillet if possible, which holds heat more evenly. Cast iron is perfect, regular or enameled.
The recipe:

    
Challah French Toast
Serves 6
Ingredients:

3 large eggs
1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract
1/2 to 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon (optional)
3 tablespoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
2 cups milk (I prefer whole)
1 loaf slightly stale challah, sliced 3/4 inch thick
About 4 tablespoons butter for cooking, divided
For serving (pick and choose, or combine)
Maple syrup
Confectioners' sugar
Berries or chopped soft fruit, like ripe peaches or nectarines
Directions:

Use a whisk or a fork to beat the eggs in a wide shallow bowl or baking pan. Beat in the vanilla, cinnamon (if using), sugar and salt. Add the milk and whisk to combine thoroughly.
Heat a very large skillet over medium heat. While the skillet is heating up, place a piece of the challah in the milk mixture and let it sit for about 1 minute. Flip the bread and let soak for another minute. If your bread is very dry, it might need to soak for longer. Take it out when it is soaked through, but not mushy.
When the skillet is quite hot, take the bread from the milk mixture, allow any excess to drip back into the bowl, and then melt a tablespoon of the butter in the pan, swirling it to coat the bottom. Place the dipped bread in the skillet, and repeat with more slices, fitting as many pieces in the pan as possible in a single layer. Cook for about 2 minutes on each side, then transfer the French toast to a serving plate or platter. Repeat with the remaining butter and dipped bread.

    
Serve the French toast hot with confectioners' sugar, maple syrup, berries or other fruit, and whatever other toppings you like.
French toast also goes well with Strawberry Sauce, Fruit Salad and Crispy bacon.
___

Katie Workman writes regularly about food for The Associated Press. She has written two cookbooks focused on family-friendly cooking, "Dinner Solved!" and "The Mom 100 Cookbook." She blogs at https://themom100.com/. She can be reached at [email protected].
___
For more AP food stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/recipes.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mothers-day-breakfast-brunch-french-toast-recipe-6281d490ad8db0b9c6dc64d30dbb4c9d
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                    Entertainment

    The Met Gala is over, but dandyism isn't. Here's how to dress like a dandy in everyday life
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            With the Metropolitan Museum of Art preparing to open its highly anticipated "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style" exhibit to the public, Michael Henry Adams, Guy Wood and Michael Andrew give their own thoughts on embodying the Black dandy look they wear daily. (May 7) (AP interview/production by Gary Gerard Hamilton)
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            Rising designer Jacques Agbobly, founder of the brand Agbobly, says having designs in the highly anticipated "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style" exhibit at The Metropolitan Museum of Art is a "pinch me moment." (May 6) (AP video shot by Joseph Frederick, AP interview/production by Gary Gerard Hamilton)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cultural and architectural historian Michael Henry Adams poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]
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[image: Style advisor, Michael Andrew, poses for a portrait on Friday, May 2, 2025, in Atlanta. (Photo by Paul R. Giunta/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Entrepreneur and co-owner of Harlem Haberdashery, Guy Wood, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]
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[image: Fashion designer/founder of Agbobly, Jacques Agbobly, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]
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[image: Fashion designer/founder of Agbobly, Jacques Agbobly, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            9 of 16 | 
            Fashion designer/founder of Agbobly, Jacques Agbobly, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Master tailor, Jim "Gentleman Jim" McFarland, poses for a portrait on Friday, May 2, 2025, in Atlanta. (Photo by Paul R. Giunta/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Style advisor, Michael Andrew, poses for a portrait on Friday, May 2, 2025, in Atlanta. (Photo by Paul R. Giunta/Invision/AP)]
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            Style advisor, Michael Andrew, poses for a portrait on Friday, May 2, 2025, in Atlanta. (Photo by Paul R. Giunta/Invision/AP)
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[image: Entrepreneur and co-owner of Harlem Haberdashery, Guy Wood, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]
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            Entrepreneur and co-owner of Harlem Haberdashery, Guy Wood, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)
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            By 
            GARY GERARD HAMILTON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Michael Henry Adams had reached a fashion crossroads by the early 1970s: As bell bottoms and afros became the trend and the look of film figures like John Shaft and "Super Fly" became style prototypes, the teenager felt unrepresented.
But a previous trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, for its "Harlem On My Mind" exhibit, had already begun to lay down his fashion foundation.
"When I saw those photographs of elegant Harlemites promenading up and down Seventh Avenue and Lennox Avenue ... the raccoon coats and fox coats, and spangled gowns, and bowler hats ... I thought, 'Oh! There is another way for me to be authentically Black,'" recalled the New York-based cultural and architectural historian, now 69, of the fashionable splendor. 

    
The style Adams would embrace had a name: dandyism. And dandyism was at the heart of Monday's Met Gala, where many of the world's most famous and influential tastemakers donned their luxury best to kick off the Met's "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style" exhibit. But Black dandyism isn't limited to expensive couture -- it's displayed daily.
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"It's everywhere in the Black community, the notion of what a dandy is," explained Adams, who was photographed for the "Superfine" catalog. "The ingeniousness and ingenuity and creativity of Black people, so far as fashion was concerned, it's always been with us."
As the menswear-focused exhibit -- the Costume Institute's first to exclusively display Black designers -- opens to the public Saturday, here are tips from dandies on embracing the style in everyday life.

    
    
    
Tip 1: Start with confidence
Dandies say the key to a distinctive look first begins on the inside.
"Fashion's a sense of personality. Two guys can go to the same store and get the same outfit and look totally different," said Guy Wood, 62, the stylish co-owner of Harlem Haberdashery. Inspired by family members and dapper Harlem neighbors, he developed a knack for style early. "It's confidence ... you walk in the room, and all the heads turn."

    
Michael Andrew, a 42-year-old Atlanta-based style consultant, first delved into dandyism after being inspired by Fonzworth Bentley, most recognized as Sean "Diddy" Combs' often-photographed assistant and umbrella holder in the early 2000s. Bentley's colorful outfits and tailored outfits separated himself from the hip-hop era's prevalent baggy look.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michael Andrew (Photo by Paul R. Giunta/Invision/AP)]
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"A lot of guys think that being a dandy is about being over the top," said Andrew, who was photographed for Rose Callahan's 2013 book "I Am Dandy: The Return of the Elegant Gentleman." "For me, dandyism is the highest form of taste with self-expression."
Tip 2: Opt for the statement pieces
The foundation of dandyism rests upon tenets such as bold colors and fine tailoring, but there's no singular way to achieve the look. Each dandy creates their own unique style, often centered on specific elements. For Wood, who refers to crafting looks as making gumbo, it starts with suits.
"Wearing a suit, you just feel important," said Wood, who often pairs them with brogue shoes of various bright colors. "We love well-tailored."
James McFarland, an 80-year-old master tailor, says a dandy's affinity for tailoring is easy to understand: "It's very simple: we're a visual world. When you wear something that's fine tailored and it's fitting you well, people look at that."
Known as "Gentleman Jim," McFarland was tutored by Orie Walls, the go-to Harlem-based tailor of the 1960s. McFarland says they crafted suits for nearly every famous Black male celebrity of the time, from Duke Ellington to Jackie Robinson to Muhammad Ali -- as well as some of the era's most infamous characters, like gangsters Frank Lucas and Bumpy Johnson. He says wearing a suit "makes you feel better. You ever heard the term styling and profiling?"
While Adams, the historian, is drawn to bow ties, buck shoes and straw hats, Andrew says the beauty of dandyism is making it your own.
"Texture is the must-have when you start talking about dandyism -- textures and patterns. The great point here is that dandies always have their thing. And so, for me, hats are my thing," Andrew said, adding that small accessories, like stylish wool or cashmere socks and pocket squares, can easily elevate a look. "Now, it's starting to become glasses. ... Every dandy has the opportunity to utilize something."
Tip 3: Creativity is worth more than cash

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Entrepreneur and co-owner of Harlem Haberdashery, Guy Wood, poses for a portrait on Thursday, May 1, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Gary Gerard Hamilton)]
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Wood says creativity is essential to becoming a dandy -- not a high income.

    
"That's a cheat code," said Wood. "It is being creative ... most of us don't have a lot of money. You might go in your mom's closet and (think), 'Oh, that scarf is fly.' You tie it around your neck and lay it over your shoulder. You just can't be scared."
Adams says while style and inspiration can go hand-in-hand, individuality should always be paramount.
"People should find their truth and aspire to look like themselves," he said, noting he shops at a variety of stores, from the high-end Brooks Brothers to off-price and discount stores like Marshalls and K&G Fashion. "Part of the thing that made me rebel against looking like 'Super Fly' or 'Shaft' is I didn't want to look like everybody else."

    
Jacques Agbobly, a designer whose clothes are featured in the Met exhibit, agrees.
"There are people who would really just think it's about the suit that you're wearing and the top hat ... but for me, and I think that's what this exhibition does really fondly, is really putting together a group of amazing clothing that really redefines what dandyism is," he said. For the Togo-born designer, "taking up space is a sort of open-ended thing in a way," whether it's achieved through colors, silhouettes or fabric choices. 
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Tip 4: Avoid the crisis of casualness
A general consensus among dandies is that society has embraced casualness, shunning the well-dressed looks of the past.
McFarland, the tailor, says his profession isn't as admired or used in U.S. as it was years ago. He teaches fine tailoring as he has for decades, and is planning to start a podcast to discuss the craft and his adventures styling celebrities of his era.
"When I grew up, I wanted to look like the people in the neighborhood," he said, explaining his mother couldn't afford the clothes he wanted, leading him to tailoring. "Everybody, male and female, was dressed up."
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Andrew hopes that same stylish spirit of yesteryear can make a resurgence, believing appearance and pride work together.
"I would challenge or would encourage all of us, especially as Black people, to remember our history, to remember that we used to throw on our Sunday's best," he said. "We wanted to show up as the best versions of ourselves."
The "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style" exhibit, which will run through October, is sure to introduce visitors to the most elevated forms of Black dandyism. But for Wood and fellow daily dandies, it's just business as usual.

"The fact that the Met realizes that is a beautiful thing," he said with a sly smile. "But we've been doing this forever and we really not paying attention to it. We just do it because we love it."
___
This story has been corrected to report that the "Harlem On My Mind" exhibit was at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, not the Museum of Modern Art.
___
Follow Associated Press entertainment journalist Gary Gerard Hamilton at @GaryGHamilton on all his social media platforms.
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                    World News

    How many days and votes does it take to elect a pope? History offers some clues




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Faithful take photos the black smoke billows from the Sistine Chapel during the conclave to elect a new Pope, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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[image: People wait at St. Peter's Square at the Vatican where 133 cardinals gather on the second day of the conclave to elect successor of late Pope Francis, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Black smoke billows from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025 (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: A woman looks up during the conclave to elect a new pope, in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: People gather at St. Peter's Basilica waiting for smoke to billow from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel where 133 cardinals are gathering on the second day of the conclave to elect a successor to late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Thursday, May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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            By 
            COLLEEN BARRY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- How long does it take to choose a pope? 
It's hard to say precisely, since the Vatican doesn't publish official data on the number of votes or tallies in past conclaves, and sources compiling their own data are not in complete agreement. 
But historical figures provide a few clues.
The longest conclave since the 20th century began took 14 rounds of balloting across five days, ending with the election of Pius XI in 1922. The shortest was the conclave that elected Pius XII in 1939, which took three ballots in two days.

    
    
    

Cardinals must reach a two-thirds majority to elect a pope. That was somewhat easier in conclaves past: In 1922 there were just 53 voting cardinals, and until 1978 there were fewer than 100 each time. This year there are 133, so 89 votes are needed.
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    Orthodox Church leader says faith is humanity's safeguard against the 'impending robotocracy'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew speaks during his meeting with Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, in Athens, on Thursday May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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[image: Greece's Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, right, welcomes the Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew before their meeting in Athens, on Thursday May 8, 2025. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- The spiritual leader of the world's Orthodox Christians has said that religious faith should serve as humanity's safeguard amid rapidly advancing technology and what he described as the "impending robotocracy."
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 85, said that Orthodox tradition preserves "valuable human-centric wisdom" essential for navigating a world of accelerating technological change and automation.
His comments during an event at Athens University reflect growing concerns across major branches of Christianity -- and ongoing dialogue between them -- about artificial intelligence's potential impact on human dignity and social structures, as well as the dangers posed by autonomous weapons systems.
"In a world of rapid change, an upheaval of values, and dizzying technological advances -- from artificial intelligence to the impending robotocracy -- our Church proclaims that 'there is nothing more sacred than the human being, with whom God Himself shared His nature,'" Bartholomew said.

    
The patriarch, who is based in Istanbul, Turkey, made the remarks late Wednesday in a speech published on Thursday.



    
        




    




Religious tradition, the patriarch said, "upholds the absolute priority of the person over systems ... and the need for an education that cultivates and supports the spiritual nature of humanity."
While not opposing technological advancement, Bartholomew emphasized the need for innovation to remain human-centered.

    
    
    
The comments echo similar concerns raised by other Christian leaders, who increasingly frame their responses to AI and robotics through theological perspectives on human uniqueness, free will, and spiritual nature.
In guidance issued by the Vatican in January, the Catholic Church said applications of AI "must all be evaluated to ensure they respect human dignity and promote the common good."
The head of the Anglican Church traveled to Rome last year to sign the Call for AI Ethics -- an initiative backed by the Italian government and supported by tech giants IBM and Microsoft.

Bartholomew, who is on a weeklong visit to Greece, met Thursday with Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis days after they both attended the funeral of Pope Francis.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/greece-automation-religion-robots-orthodoxy-2d5765621d591fa4e58ac8f60df1a3d4
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    Locals gather for red wine spritz and conclave watch in a cardinal's hometown




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Journalists and residents of Schiavon, northern Italy, hometown of Cardinal Pietro Parolin, gather at the Caffe' Centrale, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, to watch a live TV broadcast from the Vatican, where Cardinal Parolin is presiding over the conclave where the successor of Pope Francis will be elected. (AP Photo/Colleen Barry)]
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[image: Cardinal Pietro Parolin takes the oath inside the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican at the start of the conclave to elect the successor of late Pope Francis, Wednesday, May 7, 2025. (Vatican Media via AP)]
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[image: Cardinal Pietro Parolin arrives in St. Peter's Basilica to attend a mass on the eight of nine days of mourning for late Pope Francis, at the Vatican, Saturday, May 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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    > Follow live updates on the Conclave to elect the next Pope


    


SCHIAVON, Italy (AP) -- Conclave watching turned out to be a perfect aperitivo activity.
Caffe Centrale, on the main drag of the Veneto hometown of Cardinal Pietro Parolin, a papal favorite, filled up with locals and journalists awaiting the first sign of smoke on Wednesday.
A large TV screen displayed images from St. Peter's Square and the chimney atop the Sistine Chapel, where 133 cardinals were casting the first votes for pope, as locals in the Veneto town of Schiavon, near Vicenza, quaffed glasses of wine.
"We're waiting, and we're rooting for him,'' said Giacomo Bonora, raising a glass of the local favorite, a red wine spritz, and using the local nickname for Parolin, "Don Piero." 
Bonora said that when Parolin returns to the town of 2,600, he asks to be called "Don Piero," the way a parish priest would be addressed rather than "eminence," a cardinal's honorific. Piero is the Veneto dialect for Pietro.

    
Parolin, 70, is a veteran diplomat who was Francis' secretary of state, essentially the Holy See's prime minister and No. 2 to the pope.
Outside, a city worker stopped to show the parish sacristan a photo of Parolin when the town celebrated his elevation to secretary of state 12 years ago. Everyone is hopeful, but officials have been instructed not to speak to the media until a new pope is elected.



    
        




    




Angelo Cisotto, the sacristan at the town's St. Margherita parish church, was heading home to keep an eye on the smoke coming out of the chimney.

    
    
    
If it is white, it is his job to go and ring the church bells. Cisotto, 84, remembers Parolin as a child, 14 years his junior, and always devout. "He used to dress up as an altar boy, and at home, in his garage, he had a little altar,'' where he would play saying Mass, Cisotto recalled. "He is a very good, very humble and very kind person.''
Back at Caffe Centrale, clients ordered plates of cold cuts as the closed meeting of cardinals dragged on long past the expected hour. TV reporters whose air times had passed headed out for the night. Finally, black smoke emerged.

    
"Tomorrow, we'll do it again," Bonora said. 
As for Paroline's papal chances, 86-year-old Sebastiano Minuzzo said: "This is a dream, but usually dreams don't come true."
Locals recalled that Parolin came regularly to Schiavon before his mother died last summer. His father died when he was 10, and he entered the seminary in nearby Vicenza at 14. For a period, he was a parish priest in the foothills town of Schio before joining the Vatican's diplomatic corps.
"He has such a mind, I can't grasp it,'' said Cisotto, the sacristan. 
While closely associated with Francis' pontificate, Parolin is much more demure in personality and diplomatic in his approach to leading than the Argentine Jesuit he served -- and he knows where the Catholic Church might need a course correction. Many see him as embodying Francis' pastoral message while being more open to conservative points of view. While his career has been spent in Italy, his job as a Vatican diplomat has seen him travel the world, giving him a global perspective.

If he were elected, he would return an Italian to the papacy after three successive outsiders: St. John Paul II (Poland), Pope Benedict XVI (Germany) and Francis (Argentina).
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                    World News

    ?Cuantos dias y votos se necesitan para elegir un papa? La historia da pistas




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: La multitud toma fotos cuando sale humo negro de la chimenea de la Capilla Sixtina en el Vaticano el 8 de mayo del 2025 (AP foto/Emilio Morenatti)]
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                                        CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (AP) -- ?Cuanto tiempo tarda elegir a un papa?
Es dificil decirlo con precision, ya que el Vaticano no publica datos oficiales sobre el numero de votos o conteos en los conclaves pasados, y las fuentes que recopilan sus propios datos no coinciden completamente.
Sin embargo, las cifras historicas proporcionan algunas pistas.
El conclave mas largo desde el siglo XX tomo 14 rondas de votacion a lo largo de cinco dias, terminando con la eleccion de Pio XI en 1922. El mas corto fue el conclave que eligio a Pio XII en 1939, que tomo tres votaciones en dos dias.

Los cardenales deben alcanzar una mayoria de dos tercios para elegir a un papa. Eso era algo mas facil en los conclaves pasados: en 1922 habia solo 53 cardenales votantes, y hasta 1978 habia menos de 100 cada vez. Este ano hay 133, por lo que se necesitan 89 votos.

    
Aqui un vistazo a la duracion de los conclaves en la historia reciente, segun multiples fuentes, incluidas publicaciones catolicas y otras italianas:
- 1914: Benedicto XV: diez votaciones, tres dias
- 1922: Pio XI: 14 votaciones, cinco dias
- 1939: Pio XII: tres votaciones, dos dias



    
        




    




- 1958: Juan XXIII: 11 votaciones, cuatro dias
- 1963: Pablo VI: cinco o seis votaciones, tres dias
- 1978: Juan Pablo I: cuatro votaciones, dos dias
- 1978: Juan Pablo II: ocho votaciones, tres dias
- 2005: Benedicto XVI: cuatro votaciones, dos dias
- 2013: Francisco: cinco votaciones, dos dias
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Que saber en el segundo dia del conclave para elegir al proximo papa




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Un grupo de monjas espanolas, cerca del Vaticano, en Roma, el 7 de mayo de 2025, en el primer dia del conclave para elegir al 267mo pontifice de la Iglesia catolica, que sucedera al difunto papa Francisco. (AP Foto/Francisco Seco)]
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                                        CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (AP) -- Los cardenales participan en un conclave secreto y sagrado por segundo dia mientras buscan un nuevo pontifice que suceda a Francisco. El conclave comenzo el miercoles por la tarde, pero una primera ronda de votaciones produjo una fumata negra en la chimenea instalada sobre la Capilla Sixtina.
Los 133 cardenales que participan en las votaciones intentaran de nuevo el jueves elegir al proximo papa que guie a la Iglesia catolica romana, que cuenta con 1.400 millones de fieles, en un momento de agitacion global.
A continuacion, algunas cosas que debe saber sobre la eleccion del 267mo pontifice de la Iglesia catolica.
?Por que se celebra el conclave ahora?
El conclave se convoco despues del fallecimiento de Francisco el 21 de abril, a los 88 anos. Hubo un lapso entre su muerte y el conclave para celebrar el funeral y el entierro, asi como para un periodo de luto. Tambien era necesario dar tiempo a los cardenales para que llegasen a Roma desde todos los rincones del mundo y para que se conocieran antes de entrar en el conclave, un ritual antiguo lleno de misterio y tradicion.

    
    
    
?Que sucede en un conclave?
Los cardenales estan aislados del mundo mientras estan en el Vaticano, entre sus residencias y la Capilla Sixtina, donde votan en secreto --y en silencio-- bajo el famoso fresco de Miguel Angel de "La creacion de Adan" y su monumental "Juicio Final".
El proceso --ficcionado en el thriller politico de 2024 "Conclave"-- se dice que esta guiado por el Espiritu Santo y esta disenado para ser tanto contemplativo como libre de interferencias externas.
Para mantener el secreto y la seguridad, la Santa Sede pide a los cardenales que entreguen sus celulares durante la duracion del conclave y desactiva la cobertura movil en el Vaticano. Tambien emplea inhibidores de senal alrededor de la Capilla Sixtina y del hotel Domus Santa Marta y la residencia adyacente donde duermen los cardenales para impedir el espionaje y la comunicacion con el mundo exterior.

    
?Senales de humo blanco o negro?
Los cardenales electores emiten su voto en papeletas y la votacion continua hasta que un candidato obtiene una mayoria de dos tercios, u 89 votos. Despues de la votacion, las tarjetas se queman en una estufa especial: si sale humo negro quiere decir que no hay decision, mientras que el de color blanco significa que se ha elegido un nuevo papa.
Los electores deben tener menos de 80 anos y son mas diversos que nunca en cuanto a su procedencia geografica. Representan la creciente presencia del catolicismo en Africa, Asia y America Latina, asi como su base de poder tradicional en Europa.
?Cuanto dura?
El conclave mas largo de la historia duro casi tres anos, pero es razonable suponer que este sera mucho, mucho mas corto.
Los cardenales apuntaron esta semana que esperan un conclave breve, aunque probablemente se necesitaran varias rondas de votacion.
Durante la mayor parte del ultimo siglo, se han necesitado entre tres y ocho votaciones para elegir papa. Juan Pablo I --quien goberno la Iglesia durante 33 dias en 1978-- salio en la tercera votacion. Para dar con sucesor, san Juan Pablo II, se necesitaron ocho. Francisco fue elegido en la quinta en 2013.

    
?Quienes son los candidatos?
No hay candidatos oficiales al papado, pero algunos cardenales son considerados "papables", es decir, que reunen las caracteristicas necesarias para asumir el cargo.
Despues de que san Juan Pablo II rompiera el dominio italiano sobre el papado en 1978, las opciones se han ampliado considerablemente y ahora se considera que cardenales de paises lejanos tienen probabilidades. Los ultimos tres papas han sido de Polonia (Juan Pablo II), Alemania (Benedicto XVI) y Argentina (Francisco).
De los 133 cardenales que se espera que voten en el conclave, 108 fueron nombrados por Francisco. Es posible que sientan comprometidos a continuar con su legado, aunque el difunto pontifice no eligio a los prelados basandose en la ideologia, sino mas bien por sus prioridades pastorales y su diversidad geografica.

    
?Que sucede despues de elegir nuevo papa?
Una vez que un candidato recibe los votos necesarios y acepta, elige el nombre que tendra como pontifice y entra en la "Sala de las lagrimas" --llamada asi por el peso emocional de la responsabilidad que tiene por delante-- para ponerse las vestiduras papales.
Minutos mas tarde, es presentado al mundo desde el balcon de la Basilica de San Pedro con la proclamacion en latin: "Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum: Habemus papam!", o "Les anuncio una gran alegria: !Tenemos papa!".
A continuacion se revela su nombre de bautismo, en latin, seguido por el nombre papal que ha elegido.
Una linea que se remonta a san Pedro y Jesus
Cada nuevo papa es considerado un sucesor de san Pedro, el apostol que los catolicos creen que fue designado por Jesus como el lider de la Iglesia. En el Evangelio de san Mateo, Jesus le dice: "Tu eres Pedro, y sobre esta roca edificare mi iglesia", un versiculo que forma la base biblica para el papado.
Segun la tradicion, Pedro viajo a Roma para difundir el mensaje cristiano y fue martirizado alli durante el reinado del emperador Neron, alrededor del ano 64 d.C., en plena persecucion a los cristianos. Se dice que fue crucificado boca abajo a peticion propia, porque se consideraba indigno de morir de la misma manera que Jesus.
La Basilica de San Pedro se erige sobre lo que se cree que es su tumba.

    
?Por que es importante el papa mas alla de la Iglesia catolica?
Aunque el papa lidera una institucion religiosa, su influencia va mucho mas alla. Juan Pablo II desempeno un papel fundamental en el apoyo al movimiento Solidaridad en su Polonia natal y en alentar la resistencia ante el dominio sovietico en Europa del Este. Muchos atribuyeron a su liderazgo moral el haber contribuido a acelerar el final de la Guerra Fria.
Francisco, el primer pontifice latinoamericano, se convirtio en una voz destacada en cuestiones globales, desde el cambio climatico hasta la migracion y la desigualdad economica. Hizo un llamado a la compasion hacia los refugiados, advirtio sobre los peligros del nacionalismo e insto a tomar medidas para proteger el planeta, posturas que transcendieron mas alla de los muros de la Santa Sede y que, en ocasiones, lo enfrentaron a lideres politicos.
Un nombre que marca la direccion del papado
La primera senal de las prioridades del nuevo papa estara en el nombre que elija.
Un Francisco II podria senalar la adopcion del legado de Francisco de priorizar a los pobres y marginados, mientras que un Pio insinuaria una restauracion tradicionalista. ____

La cobertura religiosa de The Associated Press recibe apoyo a traves de una colaboracion con The Conversation US, con fondos de Lilly Endowment Inc. La AP es la unica responsable del contenido.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Rusia y Ucrania continuan ataques a pesar de tregua declarada por Moscu; Ucrania ratifica acuerdo




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: El presidente de Rusia, Vladimir Putin (derecha), recibe a su homologo chino, Xi Jinping, en el Kremlin, en Moscu, el 8 de mayo de 2025. (Alexei Danichev/Photo host agency RIA Novosti via AP)]
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                                        KIEV, Ucrania (AP) -- Rusia y Ucrania informaron de ataques a sus fuerzas en el primer dia de un alto el fuego de 72 horas convocado por el presidente ruso Vladimir Putin, mientras que el parlamento de Ucrania aprobo por unanimidad un acuerdo historico de minerales con Estados Unidos.
La ratificacion es un paso clave para poner en marcha el acuerdo. Permitira a Washington acceder a los minerales en gran parte inexplorados de Ucrania, profundizar los lazos estrategicos y crear un fondo de inversion conjunto con Estados Unidos para la reconstruccion de Ucrania.
El parlamento aprobo el acuerdo con 338 miembros votando a favor de los 226 votos requeridos, escribio el legislador ucraniano Yaroslav Zheleznyak en su cuenta de Telegram. Ningun legislador voto en contra ni se abstuvo.
"Este documento no es meramente una construccion legal, es la base de un nuevo modelo de interaccion con un socio estrategico clave", escribio la ministra de Economia de Ucrania, Yuliia Svyrydenko, en X.

    
Mientras tanto, bombas rusas golpearon el noreste de Ucrania en las primeras horas del alto al fuego unilateral de Moscu, matando al menos a un civil, dijeron funcionarios ucranianos. Los asaltos de artilleria tuvieron lugar a lo largo de la linea del frente de 1.000 kilometros (620 millas), aunque con menos intensidad que en las 24 horas anteriores, indicaron los funcionarios.



    
        




    




El alto al fuego coincide con la mayor festividad laica de Rusia, el 80 aniversario de la victoria sobre la Alemania nazi. Kiev ha presionado para que se establezca un alto al fuego mas duradero.

    
    
    
Putin dio la bienvenida el jueves al presidente de China Xi Jinping en el Kremlin. Xi, a quien Putin habia descrito antes como "nuestro principal invitado" a las festividades del Dia de la Victoria el viernes, llego a Rusia el miercoles para una visita de cuatro dias.
El ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Ucrania, Andrii Sybiha, acuso a Rusia de violar su propio alto al fuego 734 veces entre la medianoche y el mediodia del jueves. Llamo al alto el fuego una "farsa" en la plataforma de redes sociales X.

    
Dijo que Rusia llevo a cabo 63 operaciones de asalto a lo largo de la linea del frente, 23 de las cuales aun estaban en curso al mediodia. Ucrania "responde adecuadamente" y esta compartiendo activamente informacion sobre los ataques con Estados Unidos, la Union Europea y otros. "No dejaremos que Putin engane a nadie cuando ni siquiera cumple su propia palabra", recalco Sybiha.
Los ataques rusos tambien tuvieron lugar cerca de Chasiv Yar en la region de Donetsk el jueves por la manana, dijo un oficial de prensa de la 24a Brigada Mecanizada de Ucrania, Oleh Petrasiuk, a The Associated Press por telefono.
Una persona murio y dos resultaron heridas cuando las fuerzas rusas lanzaron bombas aereas guiadas sobre zonas residenciales proximas a la frontera en la region de Sumy, en el noreste de Ucrania, indico la fiscalia regional.
No hubo ataques a gran escala con misiles y drones, que han sido casi diarios en Ucrania en las ultimas semanas, desde las 8:30 p.m. del miercoles, de acuerdo con la Fuerza Aerea.

    
El presidente ucraniano Volodimir Zelenskyy habia puesto en duda un alto el fuego que califico de "manipulacion", mientras los esfuerzos de paz liderados por Estados Unidos se estancan. 
"Por alguna razon, se supone que todo el mundo debe esperar al 8 de mayo para cesar el fuego, para proporcionar a Putin silencio para su desfile", declaro Zelenskyy.
En marzo, Estados Unidos propuso una tregua de 30 dias, que Kiev acepto, pero el Kremlin mantuvo su posicion para lograr unos terminos mas favorables a sus intereses.
El Ministerio de Defensa de Rusia, mientras tanto, acuso a las fuerzas ucranianas de atacar sus posiciones y dijo que sus fuerzas continuarian "reflejando" las acciones de Ucrania durante el alto el fuego del Kremlin.
En Rusia, las autoridades declararon que las regiones de Belgorod, Lipetsk, Orenburg, Ryazan y Tambov estuvieron bajo alerta por amenaza de drones durante la noche, pero no hubo reportes de derribos o intercepciones. La autoridad de aviacion civil del pais, Rosaviatsia, tambien decreto brevemente restricciones a los vuelos con origen y destino en el aeropuerto de Nizhny Novgorod.

    
En su bienvenida a Xi, Putin afirmo que "la fraternidad de armas entre nuestros pueblos, que se forjo durante los anos duros de la guerra, es uno de los pilares fundamentales de las relaciones modernas de asociacion integral y cooperacion estrategica entre Rusia y China".
Moscu y Beijing estaban desarrollando lazos "en beneficio de los pueblos de ambos paises y no contra nadie", agrego.
Xi, por su parte, indico que "la historia y la realidad han demostrado plenamente que el desarrollo continuo y la profundizacion de las relaciones entre China y Rusia es una necesidad para la amistad entre los dos pueblos de generacion en generacion". El mandatario pidio ademas que se proteja "la equidad y la justicia internacionales".

    
Putin y Xi se han reunido mas de 40 veces y han desarrollado fuertes lazos personales que han reforzado la "asociacion estrategica" de sus paises, ya que ambos enfrentan tensiones con Occidente.

China ofrecio un solido apoyo diplomatico al Kremlin tras su invasion a gran escala de Ucrania en 2022 y se ha convertido en uno de los principales mercados para su petroleo y gas, lo que contribuye a llenar las arcas de guerra de Moscu. Rusia ha dependido de China como la principal fuente de maquinaria y electronica para mantener su esfuerzo belico en marcha luego de que las sanciones occidentales restringieron la llegada de alta tecnologia.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Administracion Trump invoca privilegio de secretos de Estado en caso de Abrego Garcia
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- La administracion Trump esta invocando el "privilegio de secretos de Estado" en un aparente intento de evitar responder a las preguntas de una jueza sobre la deportacion erronea de Kilmar Abrego Garcia a El Salvador.
La jueza Paula Xinis revelo la posicion del gobierno en una orden de dos paginas el miercoles. Establecio un plazo hasta el lunes para que los abogados presenten informes sobre el tema y como podria afectar el caso de Abrego Garcia. Tambien programo una audiencia para el 16 de mayo en Greenbelt, Maryland, para abordar el asunto.
La administracion republicana previamente invoco la misma autoridad legal para detener la investigacion de un juez sobre si desobedecio una orden de dar la vuelta a aviones que deportaban migrantes venezolanos a El Salvador.
Abrego Garcia, de 29 anos, ha estado encarcelado en su natal El Salvador durante casi dos meses. Su deportacion erronea se ha convertido en un punto critico para las politicas de inmigracion del presidente Donald Trump y su creciente friccion con los tribunales.

    
Trump ha dicho que podria llamar al presidente de El Salvador y hacer que Abrego Garcia, quien vivia en Maryland, regrese a Estados Unidos. En cambio, Trump ha insistido en sus afirmaciones de que Abrego Garcia es miembro de la pandilla MS-13.



    
        




    




La policia en Maryland habia identificado a Abrego Garcia como miembro de la pandilla MS-13 en 2019 basandose en sus tatuajes, una sudadera con capucha de los Chicago Bulls y la palabra de un informante. Pero Abrego Garcia nunca fue acusado. Sus abogados dicen que el informante afirmo que Abrego Garcia pertenecia a la rama de MS-13 en Nueva York, donde Abrego Garcia nunca ha vivido.

    
    
    
La administracion se ha resistido a decirle a Xinis que, si es que ha hecho algo, ha hecho para facilitar el regreso de Abrego Garcia a Estados Unidos. La jueza dictamino que los abogados del detenido pueden interrogar a varios funcionarios de la administracion Trump bajo juramento sobre la respuesta del gobierno a sus ordenes.


    
En un documento judicial el miercoles, los abogados del detenido dijeron que ya han realizado declaraciones de tres funcionarios y aun estan "en la oscuridad" sobre los esfuerzos del gobierno para liberar a Abrego Garcia. Estan pidiendo permiso para interrogar a mas funcionarios, posiblemente incluyendo a uno de la Casa Blanca.
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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