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News Analysis


China Agreed to U.S. Tariff Talks but Is Likely to Play Hardball

Beijing says it will meet with American officials to discuss trade, but warned Washington against using the engagement to ratchet up pressure on China.

He Lifeng, second from right, China's top trade official, in Beijing in March. China said Mr. He would meet with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent in Switzerland this week. Pool photo by Ng Han Guan



By Alexandra Stevenson
Reporting from Hong Kong


May 07, 2025 at 11:54 AM

By agreeing to meet with the Trump administration to discuss trade, China is seeking to cast itself as the responsible one in a bruising superpower competition that has roiled the global financial system and set off fears of a recession.

For weeks, China had publicly said that it would not engage in trade talks with the United States under duress, refusing to "kneel down" and compromise with a "bully." It insisted that Washington should first drop its eye-watering tariffs on China as a condition for negotiations.

On Wednesday, Beijing indicated it would come to the table after all, saying that its top trade official, He Lifeng, would meet with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent in Switzerland this week. Even so, it maintained a tough stance, warning Washington against using the talks as "a smoke screen to continue coercion and extortion."

The Chinese government said it had come to this decision "based on a full consideration of global expectations, China's interests and the calls of American industry and consumers," suggesting that it was doing so largely for the greater good.

"China is trying to frame itself as the responsible party, but it's still a pretty hard-line tone: You better behave yourself in these talks," said Yun Sun, a China analyst at the Stimson Center.

But the move is still a softening of China's stance, at a time when economic data has shown that the trade brinkmanship was taking a toll on both countries' economies.

The Trump administration's decision to raise tariffs on Chinese goods imported to the United States by 145 percent, and China's response in hiking its own tariffs on American goods to 125 percent, has effectively frozen all trade between the two countries in recent weeks.

Chinese factories were hit with the steepest slowdown in activity in more than a year, and shipments of Chinese goods to the United States have plunged, triggering a wave of warnings from retailers about shortages. The American economy shrank in the first three months of the year, and companies slashed growth forecasts.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent with President Trump aboard Air Force One last month. Mr. Bessent said the talks with China were more likely to be aimed at de-escalating trade tensions than reaching a deal.  Tom Brenner for The New York Times


Both the United States and China seem interested in reducing the tariffs, but neither side has wanted to make the initial concession. It also remains unclear if, or how quickly, the two countries might strike any kind of deal, or what its specifics could be.

In an interview with Fox News on Tuesday night, Mr. Bessent said he expected the meeting with Chinese officials in Switzerland to focus on de-escalation rather than any major deal.

"We've got to de-escalate before we can move forward," Mr. Bessent said.

For its part, China wants to show that it will be coming to the negotiations from a position of strength, even though the U.S. had not canceled tariffs first as Beijing had demanded. In recent days it has repeatedly said that U.S. officials had reached out for talks and that it was considering the request.

"The Chinese are trying to avoid the image that the Chinese were eager to talk," Ms. Sun said.

Chinese officials will likely be treating the trade talks as a fact-finding mission.

"The Chinese want to find out what Donald Trump is really up to, and you can only get this by engaging in direct talks," said Wang Xiangwei, an associate professor of journalism at Hong Kong Baptist University.

Until now, for instance, it has not been entirely clear to Beijing which Trump officials were in charge of future negotiations with China, Mr. Wang said.

Part of the challenge in dealing with the Trump administration on trade is that the direction of policy seems to vary depending on who is speaking. Peter Navarro, a senior White House trade adviser and the architect of many of President Trump's trade plans, has defended the tariffs as necessary, while Mr. Bessent has said the U.S. is willing to negotiate with countries. 

The Port of Los Angeles. Maggie Shannon for The New York Times


Even as the Trump administration appeared more willing to find an off-ramp to the trade standoff, there were still some questions about what tone the administration would strike during the talks, which Mr. Bessent said on Fox News would be held on Saturday and Sunday.

China said Mr. He was going to be in Geneva from Friday to Monday for meetings with Swiss leaders and that while he was there he would also meet Mr. Bessent. The Trump administration said Jamieson Greer, the U.S. trade representative, would also attend the meetings, though China did not mention Mr. Greer in its own statements about the talks.

Finding out what Mr. Trump wants from China and what he is willing to concede in negotiations would be useful to Beijing as it figures out its response. China has also been trying to persuade other countries not to cave to pressure from the Trump administration's efforts to isolate China by imposing tariffs of their own on Chinese products, or by decoupling from Chinese manufacturing.

For Beijing, artfully lowering the temperature without looking weak in the face of Mr. Trump's tariffs could help its own efforts to revitalize its economy. Chinese officials have been under pressure at home from the fallout of both a multiyear property crisis that has wiped out the savings of many families, along with broader trade tensions with countries other than the United States.

China's central bank and its financial regulators on Wednesday took their biggest policy steps yet to shield the economy from the trade war, moving to shore up the economy with a series of steps to make it easier for banks to lend money and get people spending.

The Trump administration's "tariff policies have dealt a severe blow to the international economic and trade order, triggered significant turbulence in international financial markets, and placed considerable pressure on the domestic capital market," said Wu Qing, China's stock regulator, at a press briefing with top officials.

The Chinese side also comes to the talks emboldened by the knowledge that Mr. Trump has blinked in the face of a sharp sell-off in U.S. government bond markets, and broader financial market turbulence. The midterm elections in the United States could exert some pressure on Mr. Trump to lower or cut tariffs if consumer prices rise as a result of a shortage of goods.

The Chinese "still have the upper hand, but their economy is slowing," said Scott Kennedy, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington research group. "If they totally stonewall the Trump administration, they could end up looking complicit in bringing the global economy to a halt."

Zixu Wang contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/world/asia/china-us-tariff-talks.html
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3 Former Officers Acquitted of All State Charges in Tyre Nichols's Death

The former Memphis officers had been charged with second-degree murder and other crimes in the beating death of Mr. Nichols.

Demetrius Haley, left, Tadarrius Bean, center, and Justin Smith, three former Memphis police officers, were acquitted in state court on Wednesday. Pool photo by George Walker IV



By Ben Stanley and Emily Cochrane
Ben Stanley reported from Memphis and Emily Cochrane from Nashville.


May 07, 2025 at 08:40 PM

Three former police officers were acquitted on Wednesday of all the state charges against them, including second-degree murder, in the death of Tyre Nichols, a Black man whose brutal beating in 2023 stunned the nation.

It was the second trial for the three men, Demetrius Haley, Tadarrius Bean and Justin Smith. They were accused of fatally beating Mr. Nichols, a FedEx employee who had been driving home from work when he was stopped by officers more than two years ago.

The three were convicted of witness tampering in a separate federal trial last fall, but acquitted of a more serious charge of violating Mr. Nichols's civil rights by causing his death. Federal jurors also found Mr. Haley guilty of violating Mr. Nichols's civil rights by causing bodily injury.

Two other former officers involved in the beating -- Desmond Mills Jr. and Emmitt Martin III -- took guilty pleas in the earlier federal case; Mr. Mills also pleaded guilty in state court. It remains unclear how the state case against Mr. Martin, who has been described as the most violent officer in the beating, will be handled.

The jury in the state case, seated from the Chattanooga area in eastern Tennessee to ensure a fair trial, deliberated more than eight hours after a seven-day trial in Memphis. In addition to second-degree murder, the three defendants had been charged with aggravated kidnapping, official misconduct and official oppression.

Sentencing in the federal trial is expected later this year. Mr. Nichols's family has also sued Memphis and its Police Department.

The three former officers were emotional after the verdict was read on Wednesday, with Mr. Haley appearing to cry. Mr. Nichols's mother, RowVaughn Wells, who gave wrenching testimony about the injuries that her son had sustained, did not show any emotion. She and her husband left the courtroom without any comment.

A photo of Tyre Nichols displayed at a memorial service for him in 2023. Adrian Sainz/Associated Press


"Today's verdicts are a devastating miscarriage of justice," Ben Crump and Antonio Romanucci, two civil rights lawyers who have represented Mr. Nichols's family, said in a statement. They added that they were "outraged, and we know we are not alone."

Surveillance and body camera footage from Jan. 7, 2023, showed five officers restraining, kicking and pummeling Mr. Nichols after a traffic stop, despite his efforts to comply with their aggressive commands. None of the officers reported the violence. At one point they left Mr. Nichols bruised and slumped against a police car.

He died three days later, leaving behind a young child.

The assault was widely criticized as another example of a Black man facing excessive force at the hands of law enforcement. All of the officers were also Black.

Memphis officials quickly fired them, and disciplined or fired a number of other deputies, paramedics and police officials. They also dissolved the elite policing unit that the five officers belonged to.

A Justice Department investigation, started after Mr. Nichols's death, found that the Police Department had engaged in a pattern of excessive violence and discriminatory treatment of Black people, including children. More than a third of Tennessee's Black population lives in Memphis.

"Policing in Memphis must always be ever-evolving and continuously improving," Chief Cerelyn J. Davis of the Memphis Police Department said after the verdict, adding that "we recognize the pain and grief this incident has caused."

State jurors analyzed the actions of each individual officer: who was there when Mr. Nichols was first stopped, who chased him when he broke away and fled, who caught him near his mother's house, who landed a blow or restrained his arms.

Mr. Bean, left, and Mr. Smith last month.  Chris Day/Pool, Commercial Appeal/USA Today Network, via Associated Press


Prosecutors described a tragedy fueled by anger, adrenaline and frustration, in which a group of men helped each other beat another man to death. The core of their case was rooted in the videos, and the severity of Mr. Nichols's injuries.

"Are good people capable of doing bad things?" Melanie Headley, the assistant district attorney for Shelby County, asking during closing arguments. "That night, Jan. 7, 2023, those three officers did bad things. And when Tyre cried for help, they didn't do anything. Nobody helped him."

Prosecutors in both trials said that Mr. Nichols was speeding on his way home. When officers stopped him, they yanked him from the car, pepper-sprayed him and fired at him with a stun gun, before Mr. Nichols broke free and ran toward his mother's home.

More officers caught up with him, restraining, kicking and hitting him with a baton.

Over and over again, lawyers played the videos, stopping and starting to identify the defendants and scrutinize each action: the punches that the officers referred to as "haymakers," the kicks, the strikes and the commentary after.

Mr. Mills testified in the state case as part of his plea agreement with the state; he has yet to be sentenced in either case, but prosecutors have recommended that he serve both sentences concurrently. A lawyer for Mr. Martin, who also pleaded guilty, did not respond to a request for comment. Steven J. Mulroy, the county district attorney, said after Wednesday's verdict that "it remains to be seen" how the case against Mr. Martin will proceed.

"It was a bad situation and I was trying to get out of trouble," Mr. Mills said, when pressed on why he did not immediately disclose the scope of what had happened to Mr. Nichols. "I knew it was real bad."

The defense lawyers sought to use Mr. Mills's testimony to shift the blame for the severity of the beating away from their own clients. They also highlighted Mr. Martin's role in the brutality.

Federal jurors also found Mr. Haley guilty of violating Mr. Nichols's civil rights by causing bodily injury. Pool photo by Chris Day


"We are here because of choices, as mentioned, Tyre Nichols made and Emmitt Martin made," said Martin Zummach, a lawyer for Mr. Smith. He added, "I'm going to beg 12 people who end up on this jury to stop the misery that Justin Smith has been going through."

Repeatedly, lawyers for Mr. Bean, Mr. Haley and Mr. Smith downplayed their roles and framed their actions as an appropriate response to an unknown suspect who had run from the police.

"It's not a case where they're abusing the badge and trying to go out there and prove a point or to try to kill somebody," said John Keith Perry, a lawyer for Mr. Bean.

Lawyers for Mr. Bean and Mr. Smith also summoned character witnesses, arguing that the defendants had been otherwise upstanding members of the police force. And they sought to cast Mr. Nichols, whose car contained small amounts of marijuana and psilocybin mushroom, as well as stolen ID cards, as a formidable opponent who was able to resist larger police officers.

"That's sort of the really tragic part of this whole entire case," said Stephen R. Leffler, a lawyer for Mr. Haley. "Had Mr. Nichols pulled over when he got the blue lights and submitted to the officers' questioning or whatever, in all likelihood, they wouldn't have arrested him."

After the verdict was read, all three former officers embraced their lawyers and each other. At least one family member could be heard yelling, "Thank you, Jesus" outside the courtroom.

Mr. Mulroy, the district attorney, would not speculate why the jurors had acquitted all three officers, or whether seating an out-of-town and mostly white jury had made a difference.

"It's hard for us to imagine how someone could say that none of the defendants were guilty of any of the charges," he said. He added that he would continue advocating overhauling police practices and culture in the city.

"Our office will continue to push for accountability for everybody who violates the law," he said, "including, if not especially, those who are sworn to uphold it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/us/politics/tyre-nichols-state-trial-officers-acquitted.html
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Waiting for the Smoke That Heralds a New Pope

As 133 cardinals were sequestered in the Sistine Chapel where they would vote for a new leader of the Catholic Church, the faithful and the curious gathered in St. Peter's Square.

The crowd in St. Peter's Square reacts to the black smoke emanating from a Vatican chimney, indicating no decision has been made on a new pope.  Eloisa Lopez/Reuters



By Motoko Rich and Patricia Mazzei
Reporting from St. Peter's Square in Vatican City


May 07, 2025 at 09:01 PM

After the men who will select the next pope were locked inside the Sistine Chapel without cellphones on Wednesday, the only thing left to do was wait for them to send a signal to the outside world. By smoke.

The highly secret voting began inside what is possibly one of the world's most secure vaults in the early evening, with the 133 cardinals tasked with deciding who will succeed Pope Francis writing candidates' names on voting cards by hand, trying to disguise their handwriting.

Outside in St. Peter's Square, thousands of the faithful, the curious and the vacationing gathered to await the news of whether the cardinals had managed to elect a papal successor. Word came at 9 p.m., in the form of black smoke billowing from a chimney installed last week on the roof of the chapel.

If the smoke had been white, it would have meant that the cardinals had chosen the first new pope in a dozen years in just one round of voting, a feat not seen for centuries.

But the black smoke, created when the cardinals' ballots are incinerated in a cast-iron stove, means they'll have to try again.

"We are cold, we're hungry, we're thirsty but yet we can't move," said the Rev. Peter Mangum, 61, a priest at the Church of Jesus the Good Shepherd in Monroe, La. He and three other priests had been in the square for about seven hours, and it was Father Mangum's fourth time waiting for news of a new pope.

He had stood in the same spot for the elections of John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis, and he wasn't going to budge until he knew Wednesday's news. "We had to make sure the smoke was black," he said.

The black smoke flowing out from the Sistine Chapel on Wednesday night.  Christopher Furlong/Getty Images


It took two days to elect Pope Francis in 2013 and Benedict XVI in 2005. No conclave in the 20th or 21st centuries has lasted more than five days.

In an era when news travels instantly around the world, the patience-requiring wait for the smoke in St. Peter's Square is a ritual that dates back to the 19th century.

For some, the anxiety was intense. "I think there's more nervousness among the people outside than among the cardinals themselves," said Tania Radesca, who arrived at the square at 1 p.m.

Ms. Radesca, who is from Venezuela, had volunteered to help during the Jubilee, a year of pilgrimage that happens every 25 years, and she arrived in Rome just over a month ago. She was in St. Peter's Square on Easter Sunday and caught a final glimpse of Pope Francis in his popemobile.

He died a day later.

Those who arrived early to score spots at the barricades closest to the front of St. Peter's Basilica draped flags from their home countries along the barriers and befriended each other as they settled in. Others camped out on yoga mats or picnic blankets.

Nuns praying at St. Peter's Square as the conclave to elect the next pope gets underway, at the Vatican on Wednesday. Jeff Pachoud/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Many had traveled a long way, specifically for the conclave. Rodrigo Pinto, 43, a retired karate instructor, flew 23 hours from Guatemala, landing on Tuesday afternoon and heading straight to St. Peter's Square on Wednesday so he could wait for the first sign of smoke.

Mr. Pinto, who was wearing a rosary, said,  "I want to be a part of something I have always seen on TV, in documentaries, on the internet." After standing in the rain in the morning and under the hot sun in the afternoon, he said, "Three hours ago, it was like hell. Sorry, St. Peter."

In a post office inside the square, Jennifer Raulli, 54, wrote postcards to her college-age children in the United States. She was in Rome on vacation with one of her daughters, who just graduated from Texas Christian University, and had gotten tickets to see Pope Francis say Mass on Wednesday. Instead, they arrived at the square to wait for the smoke that might herald the man who replaces him.

"It is going to be a long couple of hours, but I would not miss it," said Ms. Raulli, who had traveled from Pasadena, Calif. Ms. Raulli, who was raised Presbyterian and converted to Catholicism when she was 37, said she would prefer a "more conservative" pope because she would like the church to be "less politicized" and close to her vision of biblical teachings. 

The day of waiting began at 10 a.m. when Giovanni Battista Re, the spry, 91-year-old dean of the College of Cardinals, presided over a Mass inside St. Peter's Basilica and implored the voting cardinals to choose "a pope who knows how best to awaken the consciences of all, and the moral and spiritual energies in today's society."

As the cardinals gave each other the sign of peace during the service, Cardinal Re hugged Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican secretary of state under Francis and considered a leading candidate to succeed him. A microphone caught Cardinal Re wishing Cardinal Parolin best wishes.

Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, another potential candidate who appeared with a fresh haircut, warmly shook his peers' hands. Cardinal Jean-Marc Aveline, the archbishop of Marseille and also considered a papal contender, stopped for a prayer in front of the reliquary containing the remains of Pope John XXIII -- a hero to many liberal Catholics for his efforts to modernize the church.

Italian cardinal Matteo Maria Zuppi, right, attends a Mass before the start of the conclave, at St. Peter's Basilica in The Vatican. Dimitar Dilkoff/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


After lunch at the Casa Santa Marta, the lodging house inside the Vatican where the electors will stay throughout the conclave, the cardinals walked to the Sistine Chapel. As they proceeded into the chapel, they chanted the Litany of the Saints, while a choir hauntingly invoked the names of the saints. The cardinals replied with "Ora pro nobis," or "Pray for us." Outside in the square, many watching on the large video screens flanking the basilica swayed and echoed the cardinals' chant.

Inside the Sistine Chapel, name tags for the cardinals had been placed on the long tables where they would vote. Francis named many more cardinals than his two predecessors, some from countries far from the Vatican, and many of the papal electors -- and potential popes -- do not know one another.

Around 5:45 p.m., Archbishop Diego Giovanni Ravelli, the master of pontifical liturgical celebrations, announced "extra omnes," a Latin phrase that means "everybody out." The giant wooden doors were closed, leaving the 133 cardinal electors -- those under the age of 80 who can vote in the secret ballot -- locked inside.

The crowd in St. Peter's Square watching a giant video screen displaying images of Diego Giovanni Ravelli, the master of pontifical liturgical celebrations, closing the doors of the Sistine Chapel. Andreas Solaro/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The cardinals will not be allowed to leave the Vatican until a two-thirds majority agrees on the next pope. Phones, internet, television and any contact from outside the Vatican walls are prohibited, a custom enforced to discourage the process from dragging on.

Some veteran electors believed there would be prolonged voting. "Bring a book," Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York said he advised other cardinals, in an interview on Tuesday. 

The conclave began 16 days after Francis' death on April 21. 

The significance of the moment was not lost even on those who had little knowledge of Catholicism.

Yuichiro Yamakoshi, 41, a Japanese tourist traveling with his wife, said that after touring the Vatican museums and walking through the doors of the four main basilicas that are usually open only during the Jubilee, he started to understand the power and influence of the faith. Although the couple had come to St. Peter's Square on Tuesday with a guide, they returned on Wednesday morning for a commemorative photo marking the conclave.

As the black smoke dissipated into the sky, all there was to do was wait for another day.

Of all the people coincidentally in Rome for the start of the papal conclave on Wednesday, the pilgrims from St. Cecilia Catholic Church in Houston may have had among the most poignant stories. The 47 faithful who had traveled with their priest -- also coincidentally named Francis -- to Rome this week had scheduled a meeting with Pope Francis on Wednesday. Instead, they were in St. Peter's Square during the final Mass before the conclave beginning later in the day.

One of the group, George Smith, 69, said, "It is a blessing for us."

As a river of people streamed out of the square, a group of Romans who had been convinced the smoke would be white shook hands and hugged. "See you tomorrow!" they said.

The densely packed crowd in St. Peter's Square on Wednesday night. Andrej Isakovic/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Reporting was contributed by Emma Bubola, Elisabetta Povoledo, Jason Horowitz, Elizabeth Dias, Matthew Mpoke Bigg, Bernhard Warner and Josephine de La Bruyere.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/world/europe/papal-conclave-st-peters-square-smoke.html
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News Analysis


India and Pakistan May Have an Off-Ramp After Their Clash. Will They Take It?

The question now, analysts say, is whether the two sides will claim victory as Pakistan asserts that it downed Indian jets and gauges the toll of India's strikes.

A building after it was hit by an Indian strike in Bahawalpur, Pakistan, on Wednesday. Reuters



By Mujib Mashal and Salman Masood
Mujib Mashal reported from New Delhi, and Salman Masood from Islamabad, Pakistan.


May 07, 2025 at 07:45 PM

For two weeks, as India promised a forceful response to a terrorist massacre that it linked to Pakistan, the only real question seemed to be just how hard it would strike.

The answer came in the wee hours of Wednesday, as India sent jets soaring through the air to hit several sites in Pakistan, and as the Pakistani military mobilized its own fleet to try to shoot the Indian planes out of the skies.

By day's end, long after the missiles had stopped flying and the killing had come to a close, both sides took stock and found that they had enough to claim victory -- or to further escalate the conflict.

India struck deeper into Pakistan than it had at any point in recent decades of enmity between the two nuclear-armed rivals. The damage by all accounts was extensive, with more than 20 people killed in dozens of strikes across six to nine locations, including in towns long known to harbor terrorist leaders wanted for carnage inflicted on India.

But there was also growing evidence that Pakistan, too, had delivered serious blows. Two or three Indian planes went down on the Indian side of the border, according to Indian officials and Western diplomats, as well as local media reports and eyewitness descriptions. It was exactly what India had hoped to avoid after having suffered a similar embarrassment the last time it exchanged military strikes with Pakistan, in 2019.

The question now is whether Pakistan will decide that it must answer India's strikes on the Pakistani heartland with an attack of its own on Indian soil.

Volunteers carrying a body recovered from the rubble of a damaged mosque in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani-controlled Kashmir, on Wednesday. M.D. Mughal/Associated Press


For now, Pakistan says it is keeping all options open. But diplomats and analysts expressed some hope that the day's events might offer the two sides an offramp that allows them to avert a spiral into all-out war. That hope was in part fueled by suggestions that back-channel conversations had started, with Pakistan's foreign minister telling a news channel that there had been "some interaction" between the two countries' national security advisers since Wednesday's military confrontation.

Those looking for signs that the two countries might be serious about de-escalation pointed in part to India's statements about its strikes. In its public announcements and a flurry of diplomatic activity, India emphasized that its action was limited and targeted, and that it did not seek an escalation.

The nature of the strikes, which targeted places associated with terrorist groups that are recognized names in India, could also help the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi quell the public anger that followed last month's terrorist massacre in Kashmir.


"These actions were measured, nonescalatory, proportionate and responsible," said India's foreign secretary, Vikram Misri.

On the Pakistani side, military and civilian officials tried to keep the narrative focused on what they called Pakistan's major victory in bringing down Indian aircraft.

Pakistani officials publicly claimed that the country's forces had brought down five Indian aircraft in total. In private conversations with diplomats, the officials emphasized that they had remained restrained. Pakistani forces, they said, waited for Indian planes to begin unleashing their loads before hitting them.

In a signal of some return to normalcy, Pakistan declared on Wednesday night that its airspace was open again.

"Our armed forces were on standby 24/7, ready to shoot down enemy jets the moment they took off and throw them into the sea," the Pakistani prime minister, Shehbaz Sharif, said in an address. "The five Indian planes that went down last night could have been 10, but our pilots and falcons acted with caution."

Debris, most likely from an external fuel tank for an aircraft, near a mosque at Pampore, in the Pulwama district of Indian-controlled Kashmir, on Wednesday. Dar Yasin/Associated Press


What comes next, analysts and diplomats said, will depend on whether the two sides have extracted enough to satisfy their people, and on whether sufficient international diplomacy can be mustered in a time of global upheaval.

Shashi Tharoor, a member of the Indian Parliament, said the gruesome nature of last month's carnage in Kashmir had left the Indian government no choice but to carry out some military action, "because otherwise terrorists would feel they could come and kill and go away with impunity."

But he said the Indian side had "sensitively calibrated" its response to make sure any chance of escalation would be reduced.

"I think it was done in a manner that sought to convey very clearly that we were not looking to see this as the opening salvo in a protracted war, but rather as a one-off," Mr. Tharoor said.

He said there was no official Indian confirmation that the Pakistani military had downed Indian planes. "But if it is true that Pakistan was able to shoot down a couple of aircraft, they could easily be able to argue that honor is satisfied," he said.

The Pakistani side, while needing to demonstrate strength against India, also has powerful reasons to avoid further escalation.

An anti-India protest in Hyderabad, Pakistan, on Wednesday. Yasir Rajput/Reuters


Pakistan can scarcely afford a protracted war at a time of severe economic hardship. It would also face a complicated puzzle in choosing targets inside Indian territory. India has no equivalent terrorist apparatus to hit in tit-for-tat attacks. One potential option, striking Indian military installations, would risk serious reprisals.

Moeed Yousaf, a former national security adviser in Pakistan, said he saw the issue as one of deterrence -- to make clear to India that it cannot strike across international borders and get away with it.

"There's debate within decision-making circles" in Pakistan about whether its claims of success in downing Indian aircraft are enough, Mr. Yousaf said. "I think the options have been kept open," he said, adding that "the ball is still in India's court."

Muhammad Saeed, a retired general who served as chief of the general staff of Pakistan's army, said the two sides would need help in tamping down tensions.

"The international community must understand, no matter how distracted they are with Ukraine or elsewhere, this is a brewing crisis with massive implications," Mr. Saeed said. "If the region spirals into open war, and there is no crisis management framework, what then? Will you keep flying in mediators from Washington, London, Rome every time?"

He said that world powers must make a sustained "push for engagement." Otherwise, he said, "we're setting ourselves up for the same crisis again."

Military vehicles being transported on a road in Muridke near Lahore, Pakistan, on Wednesday. Reuters


While there appeared to be a broad consensus on the damage inflicted by Indian strikes on the Pakistani side, the exact nature of the reported downing of Indian aircraft remained unclear.

Public accounts from both sides suggested that it was unlikely that Indian aircraft had crossed into Pakistani airspace. All indications were that India had carried out its strikes, either from the sky or with ground-based missiles, from its own territory.

If it is true that Indian planes did not enter Pakistani airspace, it is unclear how Pakistan would have potentially brought down the Indian aircraft.

Pakistani military officials said they had used air-to-air missiles to shoot down the planes, which could not be independently verified. In interactions with foreign diplomats, Pakistani officials described the face-off as a nearly hourlong dogfight along the line that divides India and Pakistan.

Military analysts said that given the long-range missiles that both countries have in their arsenals, they would not need to breach each other's airspace to carry out cross-border strikes against air or ground targets.

People watching a television in a restaurant as Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of Pakistan addressed the nation, in Islamabad on Wednesday. Aamir Qureshi/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Hari Kumar and Pragati K.B. contributed reporting from New Delhi.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/world/asia/india-pakistan-conflict.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Some Giant Law Firms Shy Away From Pro Bono Immigration Cases

Fearing the wrath of President Trump, some elite law firms are declining pro bono work on lawsuits challenging the administration's policies.

"It has gotten much harder to get law firms to take a case on pro bono," said Sirine Shebaya, the executive director of the National Immigration Project. Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times



By Matthew Goldstein and Jessica Silver-Greenberg



May 06, 2025 at 06:47 PM

Hours after Donald J. Trump was sworn in for a second term, he issued an executive order laying the groundwork for mass deportations of immigrants and denying them legal assistance.

Public interest groups focused on immigrant rights teamed up to fight the order and called in Gibson Dunn, a major law firm with the resources to help take on the White House. In January, Gibson Dunn, working with the groups, sued the Trump administration seeking to restore legal help for immigrants facing deportation.

Two months later, Gibson Dunn changed its tune.

Even though lawyers from the elite law firm had already been working with the public interest groups on drafting another lawsuit, Gibson Dunn said it could not put its name on this latest case, according to five people with direct knowledge of the matter who would speak only on the condition of anonymity because they feared alienating Gibson Dunn.

Lawyers from Gibson Dunn explained that it was afraid of incurring Mr. Trump's wrath if the firm was associated publicly with a lawsuit that sought to restore legal representation for unaccompanied immigrant children, the five people said. Gibson Dunn is not the only large law firm shying away from immigration litigation.

Since March, Mr. Trump has targeted numerous large law firms with executive orders that would cripple their businesses by barring them from representing clients before the federal government. Many of the big firms have opted to reach deals with the White House to avoid Mr. Trump's issuing an executive order against them. Other firms have challenged the orders in court.

Gibson Dunn has not received such an executive order or reached a deal with Mr. Trump.

But Gibson Dunn's wariness about the recent immigration lawsuit shows that even firms that have not been targeted directly by Mr. Trump are declining to participate in legal work that challenges his agenda.

Michael Lukens, the executive director for the Amica Center for Immigrant Rights, one of the public interest groups that worked with Gibson Dunn on the immigration cases, acknowledged that he was "seeing the industry shy away from engaging in immigration pro bono." But, he said, "Gibson Dunn had stepped up" by representing public interest groups, providing technical support and continuing to defend individual clients.

He credited the firm, which the Amica Center has worked with for two decades, for its pro bono support through the years.

Groups like the Amica Center have long relied on big law firms to provide legions of young lawyers and paralegals who can help prepare cases free of charge. Traditionally, pro bono work has been intended to help the poor and defenseless.

The law firm Skadden Arps reached a deal with the White House in March to avert an executive order. John Taggart for The New York Times


It is a drastic change from Mr. Trump's first term, when many big law firms frequently challenged the administration. Skadden Arps has a foundation that funds a fellowship program that enables young lawyers to work for public interest groups. In June 2017, a posting on the Skadden Foundation's website celebrated the work of a fellow who had helped challenge Mr. Trump's order barring people from several predominantly Muslim countries from entering the United States. That same year, Skadden rolled out an online platform to quickly pair low-income immigrants with legal services. 

Some public interest groups expected that Skadden would be a reliable partner on immigration cases during the second administration. But since Skadden reached a deal with the White House in March to avert an executive order, the law firm has declined to join a public interest group on a lawsuit challenging one of Mr. Trump's immigration policies, according to two people with direct knowledge of the matter.

Davis Polk was another big law firm that helped people ensnared in Mr. Trump's immigration policies during his first term. In January 2017, the firm deployed some of its lawyers to Kennedy International Airport with people who were searching for family members had been detained as part of the Muslim ban.

But shortly after Mr. Trump won re-election, a prominent nonprofit reached out to Davis Polk to ask if the law firm would do research about the legality of one of Mr. Trump's immigration proposals. The firm simply said no, according to a lawyer with the organization who asked to speak without identifying her group.

The lawyer interpreted Davis Polk's response as "anticipatory obedience," in part because the law firm had done similar work in the past. The firm has not been targeted with an executive order or settled with the White House.

Sirine Shebaya, executive director of the National Immigration Project, a nonprofit that litigates cases for immigrants and pushes for their rights, called the large firms' recent pivots "part of the chilling effect" of Mr. Trump's executive orders.

"It has gotten much harder to get law firms to take a case on pro bono," Ms. Shebaya said.

The White House did not respond to a request for comment.

Mr. Trump has made it clear he does not want elite law firms doing work that undermines his agenda. In his executive orders, he has criticized firms for representing clients he doesn't like and conducting "harmful activity through their powerful pro bono practices."

Instead, he has been requiring firms that settled with him to work pro bono on causes favorable to his administration, such as veterans affairs and fighting antisemitism.

Last week, Mr. Trump signed an executive order that said law firms could be enlisted to defend police officers accused of brutality.

Public interest groups, aware of the pressure facing major law firms, are wary about criticizing the firms that are turning down immigration cases. Officials with some of these groups said they hoped that law firms would become partners with them again when Mr. Trump's pressure started to wane.

Deepak Gupta Maansi Srivastava for The New York Times


"The fact that we're just 100 days in, and the Trump administration has already been incredibly successful at taking some of its legal opposition off the playing field is truly terrifying," said Deepak Gupta, a lawyer whose firm has sued the Trump administration on behalf of a fired member of the National Labor Relations Board and a union representing employees of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.

For now, public interest groups are seeking new partners. One of those is David Zimmer, a lawyer in Boston, who recently started his own firm with two other longtime lawyers. Mr. Zimmer, who left the large law firm Goodwin Procter, where he was a partner focused on appeals, said he had already been approached by public interest organizations looking for pro bono help on immigration cases.

David Zimmer Matthew Monteith for The New York Times


"We opened our doors in March, and have been approached to handle cases that big firms no longer wanted to be associated with," Mr. Zimmer said.

Democracy Forward and Public Citizen, two large public interest legal groups, also said they were trying to add staff to the fill in the gaps left by large law firms declining to work on cases. Democracy Forward recently hired a number of lawyers who previously worked for the Justice Department and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.

Democracy Forward is one of the lead attorneys on 59 cases against the administration. Those cases are among the roughly 350 lawsuits that have been filed challenging Trump administration policies, according to a New York Times tally.

"We are seeing exponential increases in demand for our work," said Skye Perryman, the chief executive of Democracy Forward. Shuran Huang for The New York Times


"Large law firms that were frequent defenders of the rule of law have been unwilling and unable to take up that mantle," said Skye Perryman, the chief executive of Democracy Forward. "We are seeing exponential increases in demand for our work, and we are going to continue to encourage the private bar."

Seamus Hughes contributed reporting.
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Ukraine Dispatch


With Tears of Joy and Anxiety, Waiting for P.O.W.s to Come Home, at Last

In a parking lot in Ukraine, hundreds of family members gathered to greet loved ones being repatriated from Russian prisons. Amid happy reunions, there was anguish, too.

Former Ukrainian prisoners of war arriving at a reception point after being released from Russian captivity, on Tuesday in the Chernihiv region of Ukraine.



By Kim Barker and Oleksandra Mykolyshyn
Photographs by Brendan Hoffman
Reporting from the Chernihiv region of Ukraine


May 07, 2025 at 10:03 AM

The two sisters brought with them a chocolate cake from the nearby grocery store and put candles on it: two red hearts, and a neon orange 2 and 5. Their brother had turned 25 in April, but he could not properly celebrate his birthday in a Russian prison.

They brought along other things, too: a carton of Winston cigarettes, lighters, a bottle of Coca-Cola, some chocolates. The things that he liked, the things he had not had for so long. The sisters wondered: Would he still have his sense of humor? Would he still be the same?

And then they waited for their brother, Yurii Dobriev, like they had been doing for the past 18 months, alongside about 150 other people who were also waiting for their loved ones on Tuesday afternoon in a parking lot in the Chernihiv region of Ukraine, a couple hours north of Kyiv.

The buses were coming, they were told, carrying 205 Ukrainian prisoners of war. They had just been exchanged with 205 Russian prisoners, the 64th prisoner exchange of the war, one of the largest so far.

"We are very anxious -- whether he's really there or not," said Anastasiia Dobrieva, 31, one of Mr. Dobriev's sisters. "We just want to see him as soon as possible. It's incredibly emotional for us -- we haven't seen him for a year and a half."

Each person in the parking lot had endured a hole being ripped into a family. Each reunion would come only after years of pain.

Anastasiia Dobrieva, left, and her sister Inha Palamarchuk, second from right, waiting for their brother, Yurii Dobriev, a Ukrainian National Guard soldier held as a prisoner of war in Russia.  Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


Family members waiting on Tuesday for the arrival of the latest Ukrainian prisoners of war to be released.


One released prisoner would learn that his father could still bear hug him like he was a little boy. Another already knew that his mother would not be there; she had died while he was in prison. There would be tears of disappointment and joy and the occasional epic coincidence. In one of the other recent prisoner exchanges, for example, a female soldier was reunited with her son, a soldier who had also been taken prisoner. Neither knew the other was being held.

More than 4,550 Ukrainian prisoners had already been traded, a rare example of cooperation between Ukraine and Russia since Russia launched its full-scale invasion in February 2022. But many Ukrainians who've been released have reported incidents of torture, of starvation, of being forced to sing the Russian anthem every day. In interviews, prisoners of war have said they were told repeatedly that Ukraine didn't exist anymore, that their country had forgotten about them.

Thousands of Ukrainian prisoners of war are still being held in Russian prisons; the Ukrainian government won't say exactly how many.

On this Tuesday afternoon, many people in the parking lot came on blind hope alone. Maybe their loved one would be on a bus. And if not, maybe one of the former prisoners would recognize a picture. So they held photos in wrinkled plastic sleeves, often marked with a name, a brigade and a date of disappearance: The brother who disappeared on the first day of the war near Henichesk. The son who was injured in Kherson on the second day.

"I've been waiting for my son for so long," said Yuliia Kohut, 55, holding his photograph. "Yes, we've waited and waited for him, for such a long time."

Yuliia Kohut, left, is hugged by Anzhelika Yatsyna as they learned that their loved ones were not on the list of prisoners of war to be released in an exchange with Russia.


Some of the waiting family members had been told by Ukrainian authorities that their loved ones were coming home. Others came out of a blind hope, or were looking to at least get information about their relatives from returning soldiers. 


When the final list of prisoners returning on Tuesday's buses was made public, though, Vadym Kohut was not on it. His mother started to sob.

Ms. Dobrieva and Inha Palamarchuk, the sisters with the cake, had been told that their brother's name was on the list. But they knew nothing was certain, not until Mr. Dobriev walked off that bus.

Mr. Dobriev, a soldier in the National Guard, had gone missing in a forest in the Luhansk region of eastern Ukraine in late 2023. His sisters figured he knew something bad was going to happen. He wrote to them and to his fiancee, saying that he loved them, and then he went silent. They scoured social media posts and saw a video of Mr. Dobriev in subzero temperatures, barely dressed, his hands tied. At least, they thought, he was alive.

Over the months, the sisters talked to other released prisoners who had seen Mr. Dobriev. The International Committee of the Red Cross confirmed he was a prisoner. They learned his location from the last prisoner exchange: Returning soldiers had recognized him. As of April 17, he was in the Sverdlovsk prison colony.

"The guys told us that in prison the food is terrible -- rotten fish, rotten cabbage," Ms. Dobrieva said. 

On Monday, the sisters learned he was on the list to be exchanged. They took an overnight train from Odesa to Kyiv and drove to the meeting point. At 3:21 p.m. Ukrainian time, the government office that handles prisoner swaps sent a text message to Ms. Palamarchuk: "Congratulations! Yurii Dobriev was released from captivity," it said.

Two ambulances arrived first, each one carrying a soldier who could not walk. They were pulled out on stretchers. "Glory to Ukraine," people shouted. "Glory to heroes." The men waved, blearily.

Some of the returned prisoners of war arrived by ambulance.


Most of the released prisoners arrived by bus.


Just before 5 p.m., police sirens could be heard in the distance, as the police escorted the four buses carrying the prisoners. The buses soon pulled into the parking lot, and the men poured out. Many were already draped in Ukrainian flags, after being met by other government officials near the border. Most looked almost identical. They had been whittled away in the Russian prisons, their bodies gaunt, their eyes hollow, their heads shaved.

Serhiy Laptiev, 23, had been in captivity for three years. He said he was treated decently in the last prison he was in. He found out that his mother had died through a message from the Red Cross, but he stayed alive by thinking about his daughter, born just before he was taken prisoner.

"I had someone to live for," he said. "I didn't lose heart."

As he walked through the crowd, people surrounded him. Had he seen this soldier? This one? Most of the time, Mr. Laptiev shook his head, like when Ms. Kohut asked if he recognized the photo of her son.

But her friend, Anzhelika Yatsyna, 52, was looking for her older brother, and this time, there was a fortunate coincidence. Mr. Laptiev had shared a cell with Oleh Obodovskyi for the past two years, in two prisons: Her brother was alive. She burst into tears, not the first time that day. She grabbed his hand.

"I didn't want to let go, because he felt like a part of me and I was a part of him," Ms. Yatsyna said. "I feel like he passed on a part of Oleh to me in that moment."

Serhiy Laptiev confirmed that Anzhelika Yatsyna's brother was still alive in a Russian prison.


Many of the released prisoners, gaunt with shaved heads and draped in Ukrainian flags, looked almost identical to each other. 


Then there was Mr. Dobriev, who tumbled off the bus into his sisters like a little brother. "All right girls, I'm home," he said. He could not eat the cake or the chocolates -- before being able to eat such treats, he would need to be cleared by a doctor. But still, the sisters lit the candles, so he could make a wish and blow them out.

"What do I feel? I have no words to explain," he said.

His sisters hugged him from both sides while he held the cake. They kissed his cheeks and wouldn't let go. Ms. Palamarchuk, 38, cried and stroked her little brother's head. "Let's go call them," she said. "Everyone's waiting for you."

First, he called his mother: "Yes, mom," he said. "I'm home." Then he pulled out a pack of Winstons, lit one and laughed.

Yurii Dobriev, a Ukrainian National Guard soldier who was just released from Russian captivity, with his sisters Anastasiia Dobrieva, left, and Inha Palamarchuk.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/world/europe/ukraine-pow-prisoners-exchange.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Airstrikes Pound Gaza as Israel Announces Plans to Displace More Residents

Israel's plan to capture more land in Gaza and relocate thousands of civilians has heightened a sense of hopelessness among Palestinians.

Wounded victims were rescued moments after a strike near a restaurant in Gaza City on Wednesday.



By Rawan Sheikh Ahmad and Lara Jakes
Photographs by Saher Alghorra
Rawan Sheikh Ahmad reported from Haifa, Israel. Lara Jakes has covered Middle East diplomacy for more than a decade. Saher Alghorra was 20 meters from one of the airstrikes when it hit.


May 07, 2025 at 12:17 PM

Airstrikes pounded the Gaza Strip on Wednesday, killing dozens of people, health officials said, as Israel reaffirmed its plans to capture more land in the enclave and force all two million Gaza residents to live in the south. 

The single deadliest bombing hit near a popular cafe in Gaza City where young people gathered to use the internet, killing 33, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. Hospitals across the Gaza Strip reported casualties caused by other airstrikes throughout the day, said a ministry official, Zaher al-Wuhaidi. The Israeli military did not immediately respond to requests for comment regarding the target of the attack.

The renewed violence came after Israel announced earlier this week that it was calling up tens of thousands of military reservists to enact the expansion of the war. Israeli leaders say they hope that the campaign will pressure Hamas to compromise in stalled cease-fire negotiations, and release the hostages it still holds in Gaza.

In Gaza City, bodies of young men were strewn outside the cafe as women looked on in horror, according to a New York Times photographer at the scene. One mourner outside Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, clutching his head in agony, wore a sweatshirt that read, "Be nice."

A journalist reacting after seeing the body of his colleague, who was killed in a strike on Wednesday and transferred to Al-Shifa Hospital.


Video: Airstrikes Kill Dozens in Gaza City

The single deadliest bombing took place near a popular cafe in Gaza City where at least 33 people were killed, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.

One hospital was unable to accommodate the high number of casualties, said Dr. Munir al-Bursh, the director general of Gaza's Health Ministry. The strike strained an already overwhelmed health sector in the Gaza Strip. Health officials said 59 people were killed across the enclave on Wednesday. Their tolls do not distinguish between combatants and civilians.

Video obtained by the Reuters news agency showed people running while carrying stretchers with the wounded. A donkey was seen moving in a pool of blood on the ground.

"Neither the people nor the animals were safe, neither the young nor the old, as you can see," said Ahmed al-Saoudi, a witness.

"Enough, enough of the bloodshed happening," he said.

Compounding Gazans' misery is a dire humanitarian situation. Hunger in Gaza has soared since Israel imposed a blockade on aid supplies in March, prompting the United Nations to warn this week of a "growing humanitarian catastrophe." Israel has argued that its blockade is lawful, and that Gaza still has enough available provisions.

Speaking to Israeli forces, Defense Minister Israel Katz said the displacement of Gazans -- many of whom had only recently been allowed back into their homes in northern Gaza -- would protect Israeli forces "against all types of threats."

Medics at Al-Shifa Hospital treating a man wounded in the strike near a restaurant.


A man named Karam holding the body of Qunaita, his 5-year-old son, who was returning from kindergarten when the strike hit.


He described it as part of a new military offensive that would begin after President Trump's visit to the Middle East next week. Until then, he said, Hamas had "a window of opportunity" to agree to new cease-fire negotiations and release Israeli hostages.

"The entire Gazan population will be evacuated to areas in southern Gaza, while creating a distinction between them and Hamas terrorists," Mr. Katz said. "Unlike in the past, the I.D.F. will remain in any territory that is conquered, to prevent the return of terrorism and to purge and thwart any threat."

A Hamas spokesman, Bassem Naim, accused Israel of trying to force negotiations "through tactics of starvation, continued genocide, and threats to escalate military operations" -- but not with assurances of ending the 18-month war. "Such attempts will not succeed in breaking the will of our people or their resistance," Mr. Naim said.

Even before Mr. Katz's announcement, the plans to force out people in northern Gaza had prompted a new wave of despair among Palestinian civilians in the territory, many of whom have already been displaced several times since the war began.

A woman screamed as she identified the body of a relative killed in the strike.


A shrouded victim of the strike.


"We don't want to even hear the word 'evacuation' again," said Anees Jneed, 31, a displaced Palestinian living in a makeshift shelter in northern Gaza. Mr. Jneed said his family had already been displaced at least six times since the war began in October 2023.

"Displacement means death, humiliation, homelessness," Mr. Jneed added.

Mr. Jneed is likely to be among the first affected by Israel's plan to capture large sections of Gaza and force those living there to move south. The Israeli authorities said on Monday that they were calling up tens of thousands of military reservists to enact the expansion of the war. Israeli leaders say they hope that the campaign will pressure Hamas to compromise in stalled cease-fire negotiations, and release the hostages it still holds in Gaza.

All of this has contributed to a deeper sense of gloom among Gazan civilians. Wafa al-Ghouty, 35, an accountant and mother of five, said she had been displaced seven times since the start of the war. She is now sheltering in a tent in a coastal area of southern Gaza.

Displaced people in Jabaliya, in northern Gaza, last month. Many have been displaced multiple times during the war.


A charity kitchen in Jabaliya in April. Amid Israel's blockade, the only food still available to many Gazans comes from such kitchens.


"The situation is extremely challenging, not just because of the repeated displacement, but because of the hunger and the helplessness of not being able to provide even a loaf of bread," Ms. al-Ghouty said in an interview. "Every time we settle, we are forced to move again."

Ms. al-Ghouty said she planned to cook her last bag of pasta within 24 hours. "Sometimes we're so focused on surviving -- finding food and medicine for the children -- that we miss the news," she said. "But this announcement hit like a thunderbolt." She said she had already packed a small bag with her children's clothes and key documents, bracing for what may come next.

Nearly two months have passed since Israel resumed its military campaign after cease-fire talks broke down. The renewed assault has brought near-daily airstrikes and escalating ground operations, resulting in thousands of deaths and injuries.

According to the United Nations, more than 1.9 million people -- the majority of Gaza's population -- have been displaced since the war began.

The humanitarian situation has worsened significantly in recent weeks because of Israel's blockade on aid supplies. Most bakeries are no longer operational, food stocks are depleted and medical supplies are critically low.

Mr. Jneed said he was struggling to provide basic necessities for his two children. The family now survives on just one meal a day.

"Every hour that passes," he said, "is worse than the one before.

Aaron Boxerman contributed reporting.
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A Half-Ton Spacecraft Lost by the Soviets in 1972 Is Coming Home

Kosmos-482, which was headed to Venus, is expected to re-enter Earth's atmosphere by the end of this weekend. Experts don't yet know where it may come down.

An artist's concept of a Soviet spacecraft on the surface of Venus. Mark Garlick/Science Source



By Nadia Drake



May 07, 2025 at 10:02 AM

A robotic Soviet spacecraft has been adrift in space for 53 years. It will return to Earth later this week.

Kosmos-482 launched in March 1972. If all had gone well, it would have landed on the sweltering surface of Venus and become the ninth of the uncrewed Soviet Venera missions to the planet. Instead, a rocket malfunction left it stranded in Earth orbit. Kosmos-482 has been slowly spiraling back toward our world ever since.

"It's this artifact that was meant to go to Venus 50 years ago and was lost and forgotten for half a century," said Jonathan McDowell, an astronomer at the Harvard & Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics who maintains a public catalog of objects in space. "And now it's going to get its moment in atmospheric entry -- albeit on the wrong planet."

Cloaked in a protective heat shield, the spacecraft, weighing roughly 1,050 pounds, was designed to survive its plunge through the toxic Venusian atmosphere. That means there's a good chance it will survive its dive through this one, and could make it to the surface at least partly intact.

Still, the risk of any injuries on the ground is low.

"I'm not worried -- I'm not telling all my friends to go to the basement for this," said Darren McKnight, senior technical fellow at LeoLabs, a company that tracks objects in orbit and monitors Kosmos-482 six times a day. "Usually about once a week we have a large object re-enter Earth's atmosphere where some remnants of it will survive to the ground."

When will Kosmos-482 come back to Earth?

Estimates change daily, but the predicted days of re-entry are currently Friday or Saturday. The New York Times will provide updated estimates as they are revised.

One calculation of the window by the Aerospace Corporation, a federally supported nonprofit that tracks space debris, suggests 1:54 a.m. Eastern time on May 10, plus or minus 9 hours.

Marco Langbroek, a scientist and satellite tracker at Delft University of Technology in the Netherlands who has tracked Kosmos-482 for years, puts the estimate closer to 3:34 a.m. Eastern on May 10, plus or minus about 14 hours.

The U.S. Space Force said in an email that it predicts re-entry around 8 p.m. Eastern on May 9.

Where is the spacecraft now?

Where the spacecraft will enter the atmosphere remains unknown. But its location above Earth can be calculated using orbital data published periodically by the North American Aerospace Defense Command and distributed by websites like CelesTrak.


Once the probe starts to brush up against the atmosphere, those calculations become unreliable. (This map will stop tracking Kosmos-482 at that point.)

Where will it land?

No one knows. "And we won't know until after the fact," Dr. McDowell said.

That's because Kosmos-482 is hurtling through space at more than 17,000 miles an hour, and it will be going that fast until atmospheric friction pumps the brakes. So getting the timing wrong by even a half-hour means the spacecraft re-enters more than half a world away, in a different spot.

What's known is that Kosmos-482's orbit places it between 52 degrees north latitude and 52 degrees south latitude, which covers Africa, Australia, most of the Americas and much of south- and mid-latitude Europe and Asia.

"There are three things that can happen when something re-enters: a splash, a thud or an ouch," Dr. McKnight said.

"A splash is really good," he said, and may be most likely because so much of Earth is covered in oceans. He said the hope was to avoid the "thud" or the "ouch."

Will the spacecraft survive impact?

Assuming Kosmos-482 survives re-entry -- and it should, as long as its heat shield is intact -- the spacecraft will be going around 150 miles an hour, when it smashes into whatever it smashes into, Dr. Langbroek calculated. "I don't think there's going to be a lot left afterward," Dr. McDowell said. "Imagine putting your car into a wall at 150 miles an hour and seeing how much of it is left."

The heat of re-entry should make Kosmos-482 visible as a bright streak through the sky if its return occurs over a populated area at night.

If pieces of the spacecraft survive and are recovered, they legally belong to Russia.

"Under the law, if you find something, you have an obligation to return it," said Michelle Hanlon, executive director of the Center for Air and Space Law at the University of Mississippi. "Russia is considered to be the registered owner and therefore continues to have jurisdiction and control over the object."

How do we know the identity of this object?

Some 25 years ago, Dr. McDowell was going through NORAD's catalog of roughly 25,000 orbital objects and trying to pin an identity on each. "Most of them, the answer is, 'Well, this is a piece of exploded rocket from something fairly boring,'" he recalls.

But one of them, object 6073, was a bit odd. Launched in 1972 from Kazakhstan, it ended up in a highly elliptical orbit, traveling between 124 and 6,000 miles from Earth.

As he studied its orbit and size, Dr. McDowell surmised that it must be the wayward Kosmos-482 lander -- not just a piece of debris from the failed launch. The conclusion was supported by multiple observations from the ground, as well as a recently declassified Soviet document.
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Trump's Return to Power Elevates Ever Fringier Conspiracy Theories

At every level of government, authority figures are embracing once-extreme ideas, including that the Earth is flat or that the state controls the weather.




By Tiffany Hsu
Tiffany Hsu covers disinformation and conspiracy theories.


May 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

People who question whether the Earth is round -- a fact understood by the ancient Greeks and taught to American children in elementary school -- might have been political pariahs a decade ago. Now, they're running local Republican parties in Georgia and Minnesota and seeking public office in Alabama.

A prominent far-right activist who has said, despite years of research and intelligence establishing otherwise, that the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, were an inside job by the U.S. government commemorated the 9/11 anniversary last year alongside President Trump.

And Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, pledged the agency's support last month for a fight involving so-called chemtrails, a debunked theory that the white condensation lines streaming behind airplanes are toxic, or could even be used for nefarious purposes.

Conspiracy theories that were relegated to random and often anonymous online forums are now being championed or publicly debated by increasingly powerful people. Mr. Trump in particular has embraced, elevated and even appointed to his cabinet people promoting these theories -- giving the ideas a persuasive authority and a dangerous proximity to policy.

"The real problem with the ideas and the communication of conspiracy theories is when they get evinced by people with the power to act on them," said Joseph E. Uscinski, a professor at the University of Miami who studies conspiracy theories. "If some guy, somewhere, thinks the Earth is flat, the answer is 'So what?' But when people in power have those beliefs, it becomes a serious issue."

He added: "You can wind up harming many, many people over a fantasy."

Anna Kelly, a spokeswoman for the White House, said in a statement that the mainstream media "has tried and failed to paint President Trump as extreme for his entire political career" and that his agenda was "common sense."

Debunked narratives about election fraud and vaccines have proliferated in national discourse over the past five years. A pro-Trump movement known as QAnon, which makes outlandish claims that there is a global sex-trafficking operation backed by the so-called deep state, was found at one point to be as popular in the United States as some major religions.

But the conspiracy theories now graduating into the mainstream were, until recently, far more marginal. And the people voicing them are growing more influential.

Mr. Trump and Elon Musk, the billionaire who has been called the "unelected co-president," have repeatedly suggested this year, without any evidence and against the assurances of current and former Treasury secretaries, that the Fort Knox gold reserves may have been stolen.

Anna Paulina Luna, a second-term Republican representative from Florida whom Mr. Trump endorsed, has said she believes that two shooters were involved in the 1963 assassination of President John F. Kennedy -- a conclusion that past inquiries into the assassination and the release of 64,000 related documents in March have not proved. Ms. Luna is now heading a task force established to examine the "declassification of federal secrets" and has pledged to investigate topics that have long preoccupied conspiracy theorists, including so-called Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena, the Covid-19 pandemic, files related to 9/11 and Jeffrey Epstein's client list (a recent document dump related to the disgraced financier revealed little).

Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene -- a Georgia Republican known for voicing conspiracy theories about Sept. 11, school shootings and wildfires started by Jews wielding space lasers -- is in her third term. In the midst of two devastating hurricanes this fall, she posted online that "they can control the weather," nodding to a false narrative suggesting that the government can manifest storms.

Four years ago, Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the minority leader at the time, condemned the sorts of "loony lies and conspiracy theories" that Ms. Greene embraced as a "cancer for the Republican Party and our country." She is now considering either a Senate or a governor bid. When contacted by a reporter, a spokesman for the congresswoman said his only comment was that the reporter was "insane."

Outlandish theories are being enabled and rewarded by the online ecosystem, said Cynthia S. Wang, a professor at the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University, where she runs the Dispute Resolution Research Center. Social media platforms, she said, sort people into echo chambers, facilitate the production of convincingly sleek posts and use engagement metrics to encourage content that provokes a reaction.

Add in a chaotic news cycle, filled with wars, natural disasters, economic turmoil and other anxiety-inducing features, and conspiracy theories become even more appealing because they seem to explain inexplicable things, experts said.

"A lot of people in authority know that this rhetoric is powerful -- it is a way to stoke uncertainty and then say, 'Hey, if you listen to me, I can help you with your uncertainty and make sure that you and your group are going to be OK,'" Dr. Wang said. "That's really comforting."

Politicians understand that conspiracy theories are "what scratches our collective psychic itch" at the moment, said John Llewellyn, an associate professor of communication at Wake Forest University who studies urban legends and rhetoric. Repeating such narratives, and promising to act on them, enables a sort of rhetorical sleight of hand, like performing a card trick with the right hand to misdirect from what is happening with the left, he said.

Pursuing policy action on nonexistent dangers of chemtrails, for example, allows officials to deliver "symbolic satisfaction that doesn't require any tax increases or wrestling with health care challenges or otherwise solve any of the real and emergent problems in our society," Mr. Llewellyn said.

The wild narratives are causing real-world trouble.

The correlation between support for political violence and the tendency to classify events and circumstances as results of conspiracies tripled in magnitude from 2012 to 2022, according to an essay published in December by several researchers, including Dr. Uscinski of the University of Miami. The researchers theorized that the surge could have been caused by a steady rise in polarization, a decline in trust in institutions or Mr. Trump's conspiratorial and violent language.

The Institute for Strategic Dialogue, a nonpartisan think tank, identified a rash of violent incidents last year linked to perpetrators influenced by conspiracy theories about chemtrails, 9/11, elections, the pandemic and more. One was a man who -- fueled by rage against the government, immigrants, the gay community and the Black Lives Matter movement, according to prosecutors -- killed and then beheaded his father, a former federal employee.

"For radicalized individuals, whose worldviews are warped by these theories and who are already primed to commit violence, political developments and other events have the potential to serve as catalysts to action," researchers wrote.

A feedback loop of conspiracy theories has formed at every level of American government, according to watchdog groups. Efforts to break the chain are weakening: Misinformation and disinformation researchers have faced years of political pressure, including a decision by the National Science Foundation last month to terminate grants related to research in the field.

What other topics are going from shunned to the spotlight? Angelo Carusone, the president of Media Matters, a left-wing advocacy group that monitors misinformation, said he was "pretty bullish on demons as the next big one."

Mr. Trump referred to "demonic forces" on the campaign trail and called Democrats a "very demonic party." Days before interviewing both Donald Trump Jr. and Mr. Musk at Mar-a-Lago on Election Day, Tucker Carlson, the former Fox News host, posted a YouTube video claiming he had been attacked in the night "by a demon or by something unseen." Dan Bongino, a right-wing pundit and podcaster who is now the deputy director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, said on his show that "demon energy is real."

"It's no longer an abstraction -- it's about straight-up demons," Mr. Carusone said. "The fever swamps are all of our reality right now."
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E.P.A. Plans to Shut Down the Energy Star Program

Employees were told that the popular energy efficiency certification program would be "de-prioritized and eliminated," according to documents and a recording.

The Energy Star label shows that an appliance meets energy efficiency standards set by the federal government. Luke Sharrett/Bloomberg



By Lisa Friedman and Rebecca F. Elliott



May 06, 2025 at 10:09 PM

The Environmental Protection Agency plans to eliminate Energy Star, the popular energy efficiency certification for dishwashers, refrigerators, dryers and other home appliances, according to agency documents and a recording of an internal meeting.

E.P.A. managers announced during a staff meeting on Monday that divisions that oversee climate change and energy efficiency would be eliminated as part of an agency reorganization. That includes the E.P.A.'s climate change office as well as the division that oversees Energy Star.

"The Energy Star program and all the other climate work, outside of what's required by statute, is being de-prioritized and eliminated," Paul Gunning, the director of the E.P.A. Office of Atmospheric Protection, told employees during the meeting, according to the recording obtained by The New York Times. Mr. Gunning's office itself is also slated for elimination.

For the past 33 years, Energy Star has been known for its recognizable blue label, which shows that an appliance has met energy efficiency standards set by the federal government.

It has been credited with changing the way Americans shop by encouraging manufacturers to make products that use less power, as well as with reducing pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.

Since its creation under the first President George Bush in 1992, Energy Star has helped households and businesses save more than $500 billion in energy costs and to get rebates and tax credits, according to the program's 2024 report. At the same time, it has also prevented four billion metric tons of greenhouse gases from being released into the atmosphere.

Nearly 90 percent of American consumers recognize the Energy Star label, according to the government. "It's an easy way for them to identify high energy efficiency equipment," said Steve Nadel, executive director of the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy.

"It's had widespread support from all presidents except for Trump," Mr. Nadel said.

President Trump has railed against energy efficient appliances and taken particular aim at shower heads and toilets that are designed to conserve water.

During his first term, Mr. Trump tried to eliminate funding for Energy Star, describing it as not essential to the core mission of the E.P.A. and something that could be run by the private sector. The effort to defund the program prompted a backlash from lawmakers in both parties who said privatizing it could lower the program's standards.

Mr. Trump's 2026 budget plan for the E.P.A. cuts the Office of Atmospheric Protection but makes no mention of Energy Star specifically.

Molly Vaseliou, a spokeswoman for the E.P.A., did not confirm that the program was being eliminated. She said in a statement that the agency had announced "organizational improvements to the personnel structure that will directly benefit the American people and better advance the agency's core mission."

A chart obtained by The New York Times indicates that other programs on the chopping block include the E.P.A.'s work on climate economics, climate science, climate policy, greenhouse gas reporting, and a voluntary program in which industries work with the agency to slash emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas.

The chart says that staff "may be reassigned to other positions" in the E.P.A.'s air offices.

Paula R. Glover, president of the Alliance to Save Energy, a group that promotes energy efficiency, said the Energy Star program cost $32 million but delivered $40 billion in annual savings on utility bills.

"Eliminating the Energy Star program is counterintuitive to this administration's pledge to reduce household costs," she said.

Mr. Trump also maintains that the United States faces an energy emergency.

Ms. Glover said she agreed that the country faced an energy crisis, with electricity demand expected to grow by 35 to 50 percent by 2040. That makes energy efficiency efforts like Energy Star crucial, she said.

"We are not going to be able to just build our way out of our energy needs," she said.

In March, dozens of companies and trade organizations, including the United States Chamber of Commerce, implored Lee Zeldin, the E.P.A. administrator, to protect Energy Star. They represented a range of industries including heating, lighting, home appliances and food-equipment manufacturers.

"The ENERGY STAR program is an example of an effective non-regulatory program and partnership between the government and the private sector," they wrote. "Eliminating it will not serve the American people."

The changes at E.P.A. are part of a broader restructuring. Last week, staff members were informed that scientists would be dispersed from the agency's independent research office to other divisions where, among other things, they would be responsible for approving the use of new chemicals.

Marie Owens Powell, the president of the E.P.A.'s biggest union, said on Tuesday she had been "barred from attending" meetings in which the reorganization was discussed. When she tried to join the discussions virtually, Ms. Powell said, she received a message informing her she did not have permission to enter.

"The actions of the agency yesterday were nothing short of union busting and a complete disregard for the rights of the E.P.A. employees," she said in a letter to Mr. Zeldin.

Mr. Zeldin also announced that the agency overhaul would shrink the staffing to levels last seen during the Reagan administration, when it had between 1,000 to 3,000 fewer employees.
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Hegseth's Use of Passwords Raises New Security Concerns

Revelations about the defense secretary's passwords came after he discussed details of planned U.S. airstrikes on a messaging app.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has reused at least one password for different personal email accounts that was exposed in a cyberattack and made available on the internet. Pete Marovich for The New York Times



By Christiaan Triebert, Julian E. Barnes, Helene Cooper and Greg Jaffe
Christiaan Triebert reported from New York. Julian Barnes, Helene Cooper and Greg Jaffe reported from Washington.


May 07, 2025 at 06:14 PM

Some of the passwords that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth used to register for websites were exposed in cyberattacks on those sites and are available on the internet, raising new questions about his use of personal devices to communicate military information.

Mr. Hegseth did not appear to use those passwords for sensitive accounts, like banking. But at least one password appears to have been used multiple times for different personal email accounts maintained by Mr. Hegseth. If hackers gain access to email accounts, they can often reset other passwords.

Like many Americans, Mr. Hegseth appears to have reused passwords to remember them more easily. At least one of them is, or was, a simple, lowercase alphanumeric combination of letters followed by numbers, potentially representing initials and a date. The same password was leaked in two separate breaches of personal email accounts, one in 2017 and another in 2018.

It is not clear whether he has updated the compromised passwords, or if he did so before he used his personal phone in March to share sensitive information about planned U.S. strikes on Houthi militia targets in Yemen.

Mr. Hegseth's digital practices and security have been under scrutiny since he discussed the precise timing of those airstrikes in at least two chats on Signal, a free, encrypted messaging app. At least one of the chats took place on his personal phone. That information could have endangered U.S. pilots if an adversarial power had intercepted it.

In addition to those two Signal chats, Mr. Hegseth used the encrypted app for multiple other ongoing conversations and group messages, according to people briefed on his use of the platform. Some of the messages were posted by a military aide, Col. Ricky Buria, who had access to Mr. Hegseth's personal phone. The use of the app for multiple ongoing conversations was earlier reported by The Wall Street Journal.

Mr. Hegseth was initially added to a Signal group created by Michael Waltz, who was the national security adviser at the time, to discuss the Houthi strikes. Mr. Hegseth shared similar details about the strikes with a second Signal group that included his wife, Jennifer. That group was set up on Mr. Hegseth's personal phone.

Cybersecurity experts have said that because Mr. Hegseth's phone number is easy to find on the web, it is a potential target for hackers and foreign intelligence agencies. Signal messages are sent across the internet securely, but messages typed into a phone could be intercepted if an adversarial intelligence agency has installed malware on the device.

When two-factor authentication is enabled on the sites, hackers will need more than passwords to gain access to information.

The chief Pentagon spokesman, Sean Parnell, did not respond to a request for comment.

Experts say that finding exposed passwords is easier than ever.

"If you know where to look, you can find them," said Kristin Del Rosso, who monitors breach data at DevSec, a cybersecurity investigations firm.

Ms. Del Rosso said some companies collect and sell stolen data. Because data breaches are now almost routine, there is a large amount of data that adversaries or criminals could use to get a deeper understanding of an individual and potentially guess other passwords or gain access to more information.

"You can uncover more," she said.

Passwords belonging to Mr. Waltz, who was removed as national security adviser on Thursday, have also been exposed in internet breaches.

Representatives of the National Security Council did not respond to a request for comment. But a person briefed on the situation said Mr. Waltz had changed his compromised passwords before joining Congress in 2019.

In March, Der Spiegel, a German news publication, found phone numbers and email addresses associated with Mr. Waltz, Mr. Hegseth and Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, who were all on the initial Signal chat.

The phone numbers online for Ms. Gabbard are no longer associated with her.

But like Mr. Hegseth, Ms. Gabbard has reused passwords. The New York Times found at least one leaked password linked to multiple personal accounts used by Ms. Gabbard.

According to a spokeswoman, Ms. Gabbard's passwords have been changed many times since a breach exposed a password nearly a decade ago. The Times uncovered more recent data breaches involving a similar reused password tied to her personal email account.

John Ratcliffe, the C.I.A. director, has a disciplined public profile. A former prosecutor and member of the House Intelligence Committee, he does not have an easily identifiable phone number and email address and seems to have left a small digital footprint.

Mr. Hegseth has repeatedly said he did nothing wrong in disclosing the Yemen strike details in Signal chat groups that included people who did not have a security clearance. But using his personal telephone, with a number -- and password -- that is available on the internet, will have undoubtedly left a senior Trump national security figure vulnerable to hacking efforts by foreign adversaries, intelligence analysts say.

"You just have to assume that the bad guys are listening," Michael C. Casey, the former director of the National Counterintelligence and Security Center, said in an interview. He said that senior national security government officials were supposed to enter their jobs from Day 1 with the assumption that their personal devices were being hacked, and act protectively.

The use of phones by government officials has long been a security concern.

President Barack Obama wanted to keep using his personal phone and BlackBerry when he first came into office, former officials in his administration have said.

Intelligence officials said that using a personal phone presented too many risks. But officials at the National Security Agency eventually provided Mr. Obama with a BlackBerry that had been modified to enhance its security. (Mr. Obama routinely joked that his phone had so many security constraints that using it was "no fun.")

Technology has advanced rapidly since then, and national security officials are now more routinely issued government phones that come with security enhancements. Most phones have extra security protocols in place that prevent installing unapproved apps.

But like Mr. Obama, officials routinely complain that the secured phones are awkward to use and limited in utility, and some continue to communicate with encrypted apps on their private phones.
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D.C. Budget Fix Stalls in the House as Conservative Republicans Balk

Speaker Mike Johnson has said he would hold a vote "quickly" to restore more than $1 billion in funding, but ultraconservatives are insisting on attaching limits on abortion and voting rights.

Republican leaders have blamed the delay on passing a budget fix for Washington, D.C., on the competing priorities of passing President Trump's agenda. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Maya C. Miller
Reporting from the Capitol


May 07, 2025 at 02:42 PM

A bill to restore more than $1 billion in funding for Washington, D.C., that Congress blocked earlier this year has stalled in the House, where Republican resistance to the measure has left its fate in doubt.

G.O.P. leaders say they still intend to bring up the bill, blaming the delay on the competing priorities of passing President Trump's agenda. But some ultraconservative Republicans are opposing it outright, arguing that Washington -- a Democratically run city that is home to a significant number of federal workers and Black residents -- should not get to spend its own money unless it abides by Republicans' wishes on voting, abortion and other issues.

The lack of action leaves D.C. in limbo, facing a cut of hundreds of millions of dollars from this year's budget that could lead to steep reductions in city services. That is because the Republican-led Congress, when it passed a stopgap funding bill in March, omitted standard language routinely included in appropriations bills to approve the city's budget. Without the approval, Washington was forced to revert to last year's funding levels, amounting to a roughly $1.1 billion cut halfway through the fiscal year.

Republicans and Democrats quickly moved to rectify the issue. Immediately after passing the federal spending measure, the Senate overwhelmingly approved a separate bill that would allow D.C. to continue operating under its current budget without interruption. President Trump urged the House at the time to "immediately" pass the fix, which top Republicans signaled they would.

But nearly two months later, that legislation has yet to come up in the House.

City services like trash collection could be affected by what would amount to a budget cut of more than a billion dollars. Eric Lee/The New York Times


"Nobody's talking about it," said Representative Andy Harris, Republican of Maryland and the chairman of the House Freedom Caucus. "We just don't see the urgency."

Speaker Mike Johnson told reporters this week that he had assured Mayor Muriel Bowser last month that he would try to pass the bill "as quickly as possible," but he gave no timeline and indicated that it did not have enough support to pass as in its current form.

"I had a conversation with the mayor a few weeks back," Mr. Johnson said on Tuesday. "This is not a political thing that we're doing. It's just a matter of managing our schedule. I've got to build a consensus around it to make sure we have the votes, and we're working on that."

As part of that consensus building, Mr. Johnson would likely need to modify the bill to placate the right flank of his party, which wants to prevent D.C. from spending money on programs and policies that are out of step with conservative priorities.

"We believe that, you know, freezing spending for D.C. is not a bad idea, and if they want to increase their spending, we should put some restraints on it," Mr. Harris said.

Although he has not released a formal list of amendments that the group would propose, Mr. Harris said the Freedom Caucus would likely insist on adding a provision to repeal Washington's law to allow noncitizen voting and also ban reparations payments for Black residents.

Several Republicans, including Mr. Harris and Representative Tom Cole of Oklahoma, the Appropriations Committee chairman, have also said that the bill should include language that prevents D.C. from spending any taxpayer dollars -- local or federal -- on abortion services.

Mayor Muriel Bowser of Washington, right, has announced city plans to try to plug the funding gap, though President Trump has expressed support for the legislative fix in Congress. Eric Lee/The New York Times


In the absence of a fix, the city has ratcheted up pressure on members of Congress to move the bill forward. After Congress departed last month for a two-week break without acting on it, Ms. Bowser went public with her plans to plug the funding gap, ordering citywide spending and hiring freezes, including overtime for police and fire departments, and raising the possibility of furloughs in the future.

But some Republicans say making D.C. whole again ranks low on their priority list.

"That's not been top of mind, for me at least," said Representative Andy Ogles, Republican of Tennessee and a member of the Freedom Caucus. "Because of reconciliation, we're all busy in our committees."

Also potentially dampening the urgency was Ms. Bowser's decision in April to use a 2009 federal law to increase local appropriations by 6 percent this year, narrowing the billion-dollar gap to $410 million.

Mr. Ogles said he would push for an amendment that puts D.C. entirely under federal control by repealing the 52-year-old Home Rule Act, which allows residents of D.C. to elect a mayor and council. He also said he wanted to see more guardrails on how D.C. could spend its money.

"I'm not opposed to funding if there's accountability," he said.

Other Republicans who back the funding fix are bewildered by the demands and delays.

"Those riders are already in there," Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, said in an interview, referring to the abortion care restrictions some Republicans are insisting upon adding, which she argued already apply in D.C. "It is perplexing to me that the House is not passing a bill that allows D.C. to spend its own money, and it's going to force the District to make cuts in such vital services as police protection."

"The president has strongly endorsed the bill," she added, "so I don't know what is going on."

Among those concerned about the funding lapse is Representative James R. Comer, Republican of Kentucky and chairman of the Oversight Committee, which oversees D.C.'s laws and budget. He said he had been "in constant communication with the mayor's office" and "advocating for her to receive the funding that she had planned on receiving."

"I've expressed my support to fully fund D.C.," Mr. Comer said. "So hopefully it'll be restored."

Campbell Robertson contributed reporting.
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Most Stylish


15 Unforgettable Looks at the Met Gala

Sweeping trains, sharp suiting, feathered finery and more.

At the back of Zendaya's suit jacket was a silver snake.



By The Styles Desk



May 06, 2025 at 05:08 AM

So much is made of the fashion at the Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute Benefit -- otherwise known as the Met Gala -- that it can be easy to forget the event is about more than clothes. It's also a fund-raiser for the museum, which this year collected more money than ever since the gala began almost 80 years ago, as well as an opening party for new Costume Institute exhibitions. This year's, called "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style," is about the history and culture of Black dandyism.

The dress code for the gala on Monday was "Tailored For You," an admittedly ambiguous assignment that, for many guests, meant suiting: There were pastel suits and pinstripe suits; three-piece suits and two-piece suits; pantsuits, skirt suits and suit dresses. Popular accessories included hats -- and musical instruments (Jon Batiste brought a saxophone, and Andre 3000 walked in with a piano on his back).

Of the dozens of looks at the Met Gala, these 15 stood out as some that will be hard to forget, just like the blue carpet, which had a daffodil print that gave it more pizazz than the average red rug.

Diana Ross: Most Sweeping!

 Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The Motown and disco queen paired a silvery dress with a feathered overcoat that she said was embroidered with the names of her children and grandchildren. The coat had an 18-foot-long train, according to Vogue, which swept the floral carpet like a glamorous duster.

Colman Domingo: Most Checkmate!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


After arriving in a blue floor-length cape, the actor and gala chair quickly changed into the type of fanciful men's wear he is known for: a Valentino check jacket and high-waist pants accessorized with an ascot scarf and an oversize flower lapel pin.

Zendaya: Most White Wedding!

 Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Months after she walked the Golden Globes carpet wearing a ring that spurred engagement rumors, the actress arrived at the gala in a Louis Vuitton suit that recalled the white ensemble Bianca Jagger wore at her wedding to Mick Jagger. (It also looked a lot like the white Dior ensemble worn by the "Shogun" actress Anna Sawai.)

Jennie: Most Mary Poppins!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The K-pop singer wore a skirted Chanel look that included strands of oversize pearls and a black hat trimmed in white ribbon. She said it took inspiration from 1920s fashion; to some it also evoked the wardrobe of a fictional nanny.

Venus Williams: Most Game, Set, Match!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The references may have been obvious, but the star athlete's green Lacoste ensemble of tennis-inspired separates beneath a long spangled coat was a grand slam.

Bad Bunny: Most 'Night at the Museum'!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


With a bowling bag in tow, the singer -- who wore Prada -- looked as if he had packed for an overnight stay at the Met.

Doechii: Most Logomania!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The rapper's natty Louis Vuitton look blended two of the house's signature prints with a monogram belt buckle.


Lewis Hamilton: Most White Tie and Tails!

 Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The Formula 1 driver and gala co-chair appeared to take the dress code quite literally, based on his ivory Wales Bonner ensemble involving a bow tie and a jacket with tails.

Tracee Ellis Ross: Most Rock Candy!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Though her mother's look was hard to top, the actress kept pace in a two-tone pink and maroon suit by Marc Jacobs, which had a dramatic bow at the waist -- and the palette and pointed edges of rock candy.

Dapper Dan: Most Dapper!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The designer's black-and-white look embodied the type of one-of-a-kind garments that made him famous. Known as "knockups," they feature remixed designer logos and are featured in the "Superfine" exhibition.

Jonquel Jones: Most Defying Gravity!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Topping the New York Liberty player's dark Sergio Hudson suit was a tower of pearl-adorned hair.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Most Tied Up!

 Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


The novelist, a member of the gala's host committee, wore rocks around her neck and various neckties on the skirt of her feathered Prabal Gurung dress.

Christian Latchman: Most 'Superfine'!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


In a pale skirted suit by the brand 5000, the model brought to mind the "Superfine" exhibition's theme, which wasn't too surprising: He was featured in the cover image of its catalog photographed by Tyler Mitchell.


Lauryn Hill: Most Buttery!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The rapper and singer lit up the carpet in butter yellow, a shade that publications including The New York Times have deemed the color of spring. She accessorized her sculptural ensemble with a lake blue Hermes Kelly bag.

Whoopi Goldberg: Most Midas Touch!

 Amir Hamja for The New York Times


The actress paired her Thom Browne ensemble with accessories that included a top hat, hoop earrings and metallic caps on her fingers. "I couldn't get a manicure," she said in an on-carpet interview.

Madison Malone Kircher, Misty White Sidell, Anthony Rotunno, Marie Solis and Stella Bugbee contributed reporting.
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The Best Hats at the Kentucky Derby

From traditional hats to fascinators and headdresses, the best looks at the 151st running of America's most fashionable sporting event.

Rain at Churchill Downs altered the plans for many at this year's Kentucky Derby, with attendees like Candice Daugherty using ponchos to cover their dresses, while their hats still had a chance to shine.



Photographs by David Kasnic
Text by Benjamin Hoffman



May 03, 2025 at 08:15 PM

When discussing the history of women's hats in the United States, the designer and author Steven Stolman was reminded of Stephen Sondheim's "Company," in which Joanne wryly asks, "Does anyone still wear a hat?"

Hats come and go in women's fashion, but there is one place you can always find them. Mr. Stolman is well aware of that. He was in Kentucky to help Britainy Beshear, the first lady of the state, get ready for the 151st running of the Kentucky Derby, which she was attending in a dress he designed and a hat he helped select.

No American sporting event can match the sartorial splendor of the Derby, and Mr. Stolman, who is no stranger to such affairs, having donned a top hat to attend Britain's Royal Ascot races, had many opinions on what made a good hat (and many more on fascinators and elaborate headdresses being entirely separate things).

"I think that the whole goal should be that you see a beautiful lady wearing a hat," he said, "rather than a beautiful hat being worn by a lady."

Britainy Beshear, the first lady of Kentucky, worked with the designer Steven Stolman on her outfit for the Derby. David Kasnic for The New York Times


In Mrs. Beshear's case, that meant having Mr. Stolman pair a pink-and-white silk check shirt and skirt from his Steven Stolman for J. McLaughlin collection with a hand-blocked white sinamay hat by Gigi Burris that was trimmed with twisted goose feathers.

When looking ahead to the array of hats that would be seen in the crowd on Saturday at Churchill Downs, Mr. Stolman expressed some dismay that more than a few women were likely to choose poorly as they no longer had the help of trained milliners and sales people when shopping.

"Buying a hat online is really risky business because there's no opportunity to see if it even fits," he said, adding that "genuine millinery is made to fit the wearer, and that makes all the difference in the world."

Heavy rain throughout the day complicated things, but the crowd of 147,406, as always, ran the gamut from extreme to understated. And nearly every woman (and plenty of men) still managed to wear a hat, because some traditions are worth keeping, regardless of the weather.

In Lori Walker's case, the rain on Saturday created a fun effect on her hat. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Indra Mumba's sunglasses went so well with her outfit that she kept them on despite the dreary day. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Cathy Shannon was among the attendees who took a break from the weather by finding a dry place inside. David Kasnic for The New York Times

Jim Oehmcke's white shirt and hat made his accessories pop. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Carrie and Jeff Ketterman did not let the weather get in the way of their spectacular ensembles.  David Kasnic for The New York Times


As the day went on, the party atmosphere managed to come through. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Ronnie McCraven went with a loud outfit and an understated hat. David Kasnic for The New York Times

A rainbow of feathers would stand out in any crowd, but a dreary day made it pop even more. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Some hats blurred the line between hats and dioramas.  David Kasnic for The New York Times


Butter yellow is a color of the moment, and this group was ready for that moment. David Kasnic for The New York Times


A large splash of red in a black and white outfit made for a striking look. David Kasnic for The New York Times

Cheryl Hamilton-Hill leaned in on the rain and added a yellow rain coat to her outfit. David Kasnic for The New York Times


A hat this large made you want to see the dress that went with it.  David Kasnic for The New York Times


Bruce Asmussen's Pabst Blue Ribbon hat was as creative as they come. David Kasnic for The New York Times


The people who went out to their seats did so in ponchos, with some covering their hats as well. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Albert Smith and Julie Nickel coordinated their outfits nicely.  David Kasnic for The New York Times


Some rain coats blended more seamlessly than others. David Kasnic for The New York Times

Svetlana Mumba stood out in pink. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Fascinators, fedoras and baseball hats could all be found at Churchill Downs. David Kasnic for The New York Times


A clear raincoat was as unobtrusive as possible, though some people chose to just get rained on. David Kasnic for The New York Times


Joe Rogers and his daughter, Talea, made some adjustments outside Churchill Downs. David Kasnic for The New York Times

Amelia Hauschild stayed dry under an overhang with her husband, Martin Garcia. David Kasnic for The New York Times


The weather may have been lousy, but Katherine Darius managed to let a smile sneak through while standing under a tree.  David Kasnic for The New York Times


The weather left a well-dressed crowd a bit water-logged, with dreams of nicer weather next year. David Kasnic for The New York Times
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With Telescoping Crutches and Hexapod Legs, Dance Goes New Places

A new work by Axis Dance Company, "Kinematic/Kinesthetic," uses mobility technologies to reshape ideas about moving and about the devices themselves.

Video: 



By Margaret Fuhrer
Photographs and Video by Aaron Wojack



May 07, 2025 at 04:01 PM

What are crutches for? To help an injured or disabled person get from Point A to Point B?

Like most mobility devices, crutches are often designed and viewed in a matter-of-fact medical framework. There is a problem to be fixed; the device is the solution.

Performances by Axis Dance Company routinely explode that idea. For Axis -- a Berkeley, Calif., ensemble of both disabled and non-disabled dancers -- a crutch brims with creative possibilities: It might be a partnering support, a third leg, an elongated arm.

But what happens when that expansive way of thinking is applied to the design of the device itself? What kinds of movement might be possible if, for example, a crutch could extend and retract?

Joseph Tebandeke (aloft) and Anna Gichan of Axis rehearsing. 


That's not a hypothetical. Telescoping crutches play a central role in Axis' "Kinematic/Kinesthetic," premiering Thursday at the Exploratorium museum in San Francisco. The work is a collaboration between the interdisciplinary artist Ben Levine; the choreographer and Axis artistic director Nadia Adame; and engineering students from Carnegie Mellon University and the University of Maryland. It features two imaginative mobility technologies developed for the project -- the telescoping crutches, and a hexapod robot that gives its user six legs rather than two -- as well as a hands-free Omeo wheelchair.

Levine, who is disabled, hopes "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" will enlarge our understanding of the relationship between bodies and machines. Dancers are deeply attuned to their physical selves; people with disabilities often interact extensively with technology. Involving these knowledgeable bodies in the development of assistive devices can reshape ideas about the devices -- and potentially generate new ways of moving.

Nadia Adame, the Axis artistic director and a choreographer, collaborated on "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" with Ben Levine, an interdisciplinary artist, and engineering students.


"When we were creating this technology, we were thinking about the possibilities and not the limitations," Levine said. "And this is a perfect metaphor for disability dance: When we think about our bodies, we think about their possibilities and not their limitations."

Levine, who has made technology-focused dance and theater for 15 years, traces the roots of his tech fascination to his disability. Growing up, he would sleep wearing electrodes to stimulate the muscles on the right side of his body, which is weaker. "I think in some abstract way that really did turn me into a technologist," he said.

Joseph Hernandez, the Axis rehearsal director, demonstrates the hexapod with its multiple legs. Aaron Wojack for The New York Times


For "Kinematic/Kinesthetic," he wanted to go big. Early plans featured an elongated robotic arm and a motorized shoulder joint. The initial design for the telescoping crutch incorporated a hydraulic backpack, to shoot the user into the air as the crutch extended.

Adame and a team of technical advisers and students helped narrow and refine the list of ideas. Jack Murphy, now a mechanical engineer, worked on the crutch design last year as a student at the University of Maryland. He described the experience as both revelatory and distinctly challenging.

Video: 

JanpiStar.

"A lot of engineering projects will start with, 'We want this 12-foot-long column that can support two tons of weight and will only deflect 13 degrees,'" he said. "But when the prompt is, 'We want to help someone dance,' there's a lot more room to play around." His team ended up jettisoning the hydraulics idea and developing an elegant scissor-style mechanism for the crutch, partly inspired by the gates used to block off the aisles at the Home Depot stores.

The design process continued in Axis's rehearsal studios, where the dancers tried out prototypes of the crutches and hexapod legs and made suggestions. Levine was delighted to see that the dancers' first instinct was to take everything apart. "That resonated with me so much, because as a technologist I'm also always looking for, 'How do I hack this device?'" Levine said. Adame noted that she and the dancers also sent feedback to the creators of the Omeo wheelchair.

Telescoping crutches. The Axis dancers tried out prototypes and made suggestions. Many of the crutches broke during the rehearsal process. Aaron Wojack for The New York Times


The Axis dancer Jean Pablo Crespo Rodriguez, known as JanpiStar, was initially skeptical of the "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" concept. "When the team first said, 'Oh, we're going to enhance your movement,' I was like, 'Wait, what?'" said JanpiStar, who uses a wheelchair. "I already feel I can do anything I want to -- I already feel invincible." (Even the term "assistive device" can be contentious among people with disabilities, because it might imply a lack of independence.)

But the beauty of the devices, and the possibilities they engendered, won over JanpiStar, who uses they/them pronouns. They found that the Omeo wheelchair -- which they control by shifting their body weight, rather than using their arms or hands to push the wheels -- opened up a world of partnering options. "It brings all this freedom," they said. "It feels like I can fly."

Alaja Badalich, left, and Tebandeke.

From left, Tebandeke, JanpiStar and Gichan.


Gichan rehearsing with the telescoping crutches.


Watching a video stream of a recent rehearsal, I was reminded of ice dancing as JanpiStar and a partner glided together in a graceful, frictionless arc around the studio. The crutches, too, prompted abundant ingenuity: The dancers used them not just to amplify their jumps, as the engineers had imagined, but also to propel standard wheelchairs and to make sculptures on the floor. They even threaded their heads and shoulders through the crutches' scissor joints.

"Kinematic/Kinesthetic" might evoke science fiction stories about cyborgs and other man-machines. But Sydney Skybetter, a professor of choreography and emerging technologies at Brown University, admires the way the piece avoids the ableist assumptions often baked into sci-fi, where machinery is typically used to make a body fit a narrow definition of "whole" or "normal."

The devices here "do not insist on a normative understanding of how a body and a technology relate to one another," said Skybetter, who will moderate a panel discussion about the piece this month. Instead, they help bodies -- in all their varied poetry -- explore uncharted territory.

The cast of "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" includes non-disabled performers who dance with some of the new devices. That decision was made carefully, said Adame, who uses a crutch. Crutches and wheelchairs aren't props. But she chose to have non-disabled dancers employ the "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" devices because Levine and his team conceived of them as artistic, rather than accessibility, tools. (Adame restricted the Omeo wheelchair to dancers who are wheelchair users.)

The Axis dance helps to upend assumptions about what bodies of all kinds can and can't do. 


"It is a way of showing how technology that is made for disabled people with the input of disabled people not only benefits us, but benefits society," Adame said.

Time and funding limitations hemmed in the vision for "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" somewhat. The complicated hexapod robot appears only briefly in the piece. Most of the crutches broke during rehearsals. Trial and error became the name of the game. "Which of course felt very familiar to us as dancers -- that's what dance is all about," Adame said.




Still, "Kinematic/Kinesthetic" offers a glimpse of a different kind of future for both dance and engineering. Levine said he can see this line of research becoming his life's work. His longer-term vision is to build more devices that can facilitate "superhuman, species-atypical" movement, he said, upending assumptions about what bodies of all kinds can and can't do. And he believes that approaching engineering like an artist, rather than a problem-solver, will have profound implications for the field.

"Once we free ourselves of that framework, once we start thinking about bioengineering abstractly and expansively, we unlock so much possibility," he said. "We can tap into something that is limitless."
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Did a TV Show Hurt Your Feelings? 'Fix-Its' Offer Justice




By Connie Chang
Illustrations by Chris Retsina
For this article, Connie Chang read over 150 fan-fiction stories. For the illustrations, Chris Retsina imagined scenes inspired by some of those stories.


May 03, 2025 at 10:01 AM

This article includes spoilers for "Daredevil: Born Again," "Severance," "The Last of Us" and "The White Lotus."

As a longtime player of the Last of Us video game series, Sam Gaitan knew the death was coming. Still, the brutal murder of Joel in a recent episode of the HBO adaptation hit her hard. It was already midnight when she went on Tumblr to read fan reactions. Then, in a fit of inspiration, she started writing.

"I was a wreck, and I needed to get those strong emotions out," Gaitan, a tattooist and artist, said in a recent phone interview. By 5 a.m., she had written 3,761 words featuring Joel and Red, an original character Gaitan had previously created, and an alternative scenario that spares Joel from his onscreen fate.

Writing under the alias oh_persephone, she posted the story on AO3, an online repository for fan fiction and other fan-created art, and crashed until her dogs woke her up the next morning.

"It probably wasn't the most coherent thing I've written," she said, laughing. "But I figured other people could use it as much as I did."

In this alternative plot to "The Last of Us," Joel, the beloved male lead played by Pedro Pascal, avoids being detained and murdered by a rival group.

He is saved by Red, an invented heroine who convinces the gunmen that Joel is already dead and sends them off.

"Joel's eyes were on her, watching, a breath away from being up and ready to fight if needed," oh_persephone writes. "They were both tightly wound coils, waiting to explode."


Gaitan's urge to change the narrative is a familiar one among a subset of fans who write fan fiction, or fanfic, original stories that borrow characters, plots and settings from established media properties and are published mostly online, on sites like AO3, Tumblr and FanFiction.net.

Increasingly, these fans are taking matters into their own hands by writing "fix-it fics," or simply "fix-its," which attempt to right the perceived wrongs of a beloved work -- and often provide some measure of emotional succor.

"The Last of Us," which killed off its male lead surprisingly early in a hotly anticipated second season -- a lead played, no less, by "the internet's daddy," Pedro Pascal -- has proved to be particularly generative. Real numbers can be hard to track because of inconsistent labeling, but more than 50 "The Last of Us" stories tagged "Fix-It" were uploaded to AO3 in the week after Joel's death, ranging from about 300 words to almost 80,000.

But if a TV writer can dream of it, a fan can feel betrayed by it: Fix-its have appeared in recent months for series like "Daredevil: Born Again," "Severance" and "The White Lotus," all of which contained whiplash-inducing plot twists.

"When something happens to a character that doesn't resonate with how you see them, and you can't let it go, you want to get out there and tell the story differently," said Larisa Garski, a licensed therapist in Chicago who co-wrote a book with her fellow therapist Justine Mastin titled "Starship Therapise: Using Therapeutic Fanfiction to Rewrite Your Life." And when that something is death, fix-it writing can resemble the bargaining stage of grief.

"We're going to fanfic to mourn," Garski said. "We're going to fanfic to try and take back agency because this beloved character has been taken from us."

Fan fiction has existed arguably for centuries, but its modern incarnation traces back at least as far as the "Star Trek" fandoms of the late 1960s, whose members published fanzines with stories by fans for fans. By the 2000s, the popularity of fanfic exploded with widespread internet access.

Written often under pseudonyms, fanfic can be wildly experimental, playing with storytelling conventions, timelines, identity and unabashed eroticism. (Such elements have long made it a safe haven, Mastin observed, for people "on the fringes: geeks, nerds, punks, L.G.B.T.Q.I.A. folks.") Occasionally, fanfic evolves a life of its own. The "Fifty Shades" series began as "Twilight" fanfic.


Fan connections to fictional characters can be profound, becoming versions of parasocial relationships -- one-sided, imagined intimacy some people form with strangers, often celebrities. As Garski noted, parasocial relationships can feel as intense and meaningful as reciprocal ones in the real world. The hurt they cause can feel visceral.

"It feels like I'm grieving a real person right now, which seems really dramatic," Sofia Sears, an M.F.A. candidate in creative writing who writes on AO3 as mrsdallowayxoxo, said by phone of the "Last of Us" twist. Sears mourned that Joel's death left much unresolved between him and his surrogate daughter, Ellie (Bella Ramsey), and wrote a modest fix-it in which they got a final chance to express their love for each other.

Science fiction and fantasy are especially fertile ground for fan fiction; as Garski put it, they echo the myths that people have long improvised and riffed on. Think, for example, of the many retellings of creation myths ("Prometheus") or the hero's journey ("Star Wars").

Superhero stories are a prime example. The fanfic sites erupted, for instance, after Disney+ revived "Daredevil" in March, nearly seven years after Netflix canceled it, only to gun down the beloved character Foggy in the first 15 minutes.

In this alternative plot for "Daredevil: Born Again," Foggy Nelson, Daredevil's best friend, survives after being shot outside a bar.

He is saved by Angela, an E.M.T. who remains calm and performs C.P.R until they can get him to a hospital.

"Angela breathed air into his lungs," ceterisparibus writes. "His pulse strengthened. He had a chance."


Many fans had considered Foggy (Elden Henson), who was the best friend of Daredevil (a.k.a., Matt, played by Charlie Cox), to be the show's heart, soul and conscience. Many had also been involved in a passionate campaign to bring back "Daredevil," complete with collective media actions, branded T-shirts and a petition that drew more than 430,000 signatures.

Almost as quickly as Foggy died, the fix-its started streaming in, much of it drawing from decades of existing comic book lore. In one story, Daredevil offers Mephisto, a demon and frequent adversary of Spider-Man, his soul in exchange for a magical do-over. In another, Dr. Strange casts a resurrection spell.

Gabrielle Boliou, a lawyer (AO3 name: ceterisparibus), wrote a story at breakneck speed that reimagines an existing comic book plotline in which Foggy survived and went into witness protection. In Boliou's version, Foggy is saved by a heroic female emergency medical worker.

"At one point, I had nine different tabs open on gunshot wound survival possibilities, and I watched a YouTube video on a paramedic," Boliou said.

Shows more rooted in reality get the fix-it treatment, too. Kensi Bui, a graduate student in clinical mental health counseling, is an avid fan of the HBO resort-murder drama "The White Lotus." But it wasn't until the Season 3 finale last month, and the death of sweet Chelsea (Aimee Lou Wood), that she felt compelled to write (or even read) "White Lotus" fan fiction.

So Bui wrote a fix-it, under the name alittlemoretime, in which Chelsea escapes Thailand with her troubled boyfriend, Rick (Walton Goggins).

"I really wanted what's best for Chelsea and felt like she deserved a happier ending," Bui said.


Fix-it writers sometimes express a desire to work through their own personal challenges. Grief is a common subtext. Meredith Deaton, a high school English teacher who unexpectedly lost her mother two years ago, said she had been disappointed by the way "Daredevil" jumped immediately forward a year after Foggy's death. What might have been a means of catharsis felt instead like a missed opportunity.

"It's so hard to lose a best friend," said Deaton, whose alias on FanFiction.net is IGS1701. "I just caught myself thinking, I wish this season had been about the story of Matt recovering from this death." To fill in the gap, Deaton wrote a thoughtful, deeply felt fix-it depicting the vagaries of grief.

Laura Zeilo, a graduate student in social work who lost five family members between 2012 and 2018, said she had found herself drawn to the depiction of grief in the Apple TV+ sci-fi thriller "Severance." In that show, the character Mark (Adam Scott) undergoes a procedure to split his consciousness in two: a home self, or "outie," who mourns the apparent death of his wife, Gemma (Dichen Lachman), and a work self, or "innie," who doesn't remember her.

In this "Severance" alternative ending, Mark's innie chooses Gemma, his outie's wife, over his inside love interest.

Helly R. is no longer in the picture.

"They sway together in that dark gray living room even when the trumpet blares joyfully in the beginning of the next song," ohwhatagloomyshow writes.


When the series revealed that Gemma was alive, Zeilo, a.k.a. ohwhatagloomyshow, began writing stories to explore her past. But when Mark's office persona, Mark S., chose his workplace love, Helly R. (Britt Lower), over his wife in the Season 2 finale, Zeilo took it up a notch. She wrote not one but two fix-its in which Gemma gets her man.

"I just want Gemma to be safe and happy," Zeilo said. "I need to see it. I need to write it into being so it'll show up in Season 3."




Produced by Tala Safie
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Why Poland Wants All of Europe to Do More to Defend Itself

Shaken by Trump, Putin and the war in Ukraine, Poland is again feeling angst about being abandoned by the United States.

A soldier walking past a Patriot air defense system installed at a military hub in southeast Poland for sending aid to Ukraine. Poland's location makes it a crucial bulwark against Russian encroachment on Europe. Sergei Gapon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Steven Erlanger
Steven Erlanger covers European diplomacy and security, and he reported from Warsaw and Bydgoszcz, Poland.


May 07, 2025 at 05:00 AM

In the decades after the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Poland became perhaps the most pro-American country in Europe. It joined NATO in 1999, hosts some 10,000 American troops and has benefited hugely from U.S. political and military support.

Now, in just a dizzying few months, Poland has begun confronting a new era, with new anxieties. President Trump has threatened to abandon the longtime U.S. commitment to European security and is implementing tariffs that imperil the global economy. Russia's president, Vladimir V. Putin, wants NATO troops out of Poland and has threatened further aggression beyond the war in Ukraine, Poland's neighbor to the east.

Poland has responded forcefully. It is taking more of a leadership role in the European Union, increasing its already significant military spending and organizing a Swiss-style program of training ordinary citizens in civil defense. It is also cautioning countries in the rest of Europe that they, too, must pay more for their own security because the United States under Mr. Trump is no longer willing to foot so much of the bill.

An instructor leading a military techniques training session for civilians in Gdynia, Poland. The Polish prime minister, Donald Tusk, has called for military training for a month, with salary, for any citizen who wants it. Lukasz Glowala/Reuters


Security is perhaps the one issue that unites Poland ahead of a presidential election that begins in three weeks. More broadly, Poland's location on NATO's eastern edge makes it a crucial bulwark against Russian encroachment on Europe.

Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland declared in March that given "the profound change of American geopolitics," Europe "would be safer if we had our own nuclear arsenal." The statement shocked many because it implied that Poland and Europe could no longer rely on the American nuclear umbrella for protection.

"We see the architecture of global security and the global economy trembling under our feet, and we are a country that has benefited hugely from both globalization and Western solidarity," Radoslaw Sikorski, Poland's foreign minister and former defense minister, said in an interview.

A New Era of Insecurity

The most sustained answer to Poland's long history of warfare with Russia has been its membership in NATO, and the U.S. military backing it brings. Poles broadly view American military commitments as securing their freedoms, said Mark Brzezinski, a former American ambassador to Poland.

Now, countries like Poland, which is especially vulnerable through its long borders with Ukraine and Belarus, "have new challenges that make us nervous," Mr. Sikorski said.

Central to Polish anxiety is Mr. Trump, who has talked of reducing the presence of American troops in Europe. The cohort in Poland is part of roughly 85,000 U.S. troops in Europe altogether.

Poland's concerns were heightened last month when the U.S. Army announced that it would reposition some troops from a base in southeastern Poland, close to Ukraine, as "part of a broader strategy to optimize U.S. military operations."

European leaders understand that some U.S. troops may be rotated elsewhere, but they fear that too large a reduction will convey a message of weakness to Moscow. The Kremlin has demanded that NATO pull its troops out of countries that joined after 1997, including Poland, but despite threats to do so, Russia has not dared to attack even those bases used to support Ukraine.

The departure of American troops "would send a signal to Russia that this is a gray zone for Washington," said Michal Baranowski, a top official working on defense industrial strategy at Poland's ministry of economic development and technology. "And we Poles will not live in a gray zone ever again. And there should be no gray zones in the European Union, either."

American soldiers at Camp Kosciuszko, a U.S. military base in Poznan, Poland, that is named after a Polish general who fought for American independence against Britain. Wojtek Radwanski/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Poles see the U.S.-Europe relationship as mutually beneficial and are puzzled by the Trump administration's stated contempt for Europe, which can feel to some like betrayal. For decades, the U.S. helped protect Europe from Russia, and in return, Europe deferred to American leadership on security and bought weapons from U.S. manufacturers.

"That's a deal that works both ways," Mr. Sikorski said.

Under former President Joe Biden, the United States established a permanent military presence in Poland in March 2023. The forward headquarters for the U.S. Army's V Corps is at what is called Camp Kosciuszko, named after a Polish general who fought for American independence against Britain.

Another U.S. base in Poland, an Aegis antimissile defense installation that serves as part of America's own defense against ballistic missiles, was transferred last July to NATO command as part of the alliance's missile defense shield. That move was another effort at shifting the burden for Europe's defense away from the United States, even before Mr. Trump took office.

Karolina Wigura, a Polish historian and philosopher, put it bluntly: "Poles are anxious," she said, particularly after Mr. Trump praised Mr. Putin and humiliated President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine in late February in the Oval Office.

"You feel insecure, you feel one step from Yalta," she said, referring to the infamous 1945 conference where the dying American president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and the British prime minister, Winston Churchill, handed over Eastern Europe to Russia's dictator, Joseph Stalin.

"The old angst re-emerges," Ms. Wigura said, "that Russia will attack us and the West will betray us."

Poland's Response

Mr. Tusk, a former president of the European Council in Brussels, has been a loud advocate of more military spending by E.U. member nations, both collectively and individually, to support Ukraine and strengthen Europe's own military capacity.

Poland is already spending 4.5 percent of its gross domestic product on defense -- the highest among major European nations -- and is aiming at 5 percent, Mr. Trump's demand for NATO countries. The United States is spending 3.4 percent.

Mr. Tusk is trying to form a coalition of European countries that understands the deep threat to European security from Mr. Putin's Russia and is willing to spend more to build a European deterrence less reliant on Washington. The likely candidates, Mr. Baranowski said, are Poland, France, Britain, Italy; the Nordic and Baltic nations, which are also geographically close to Russia; and most important, the biggest economy in Europe -- Germany. Its new conservative chancellor, Friedrich Merz, planned to visit Poland  directly from his first foreign visit, to France.

Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland, front right, next to President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine at a summit on Ukraine in London in March. Mr. Tusk has been a loud advocate of more military spending by European allies to support Ukraine and strengthen Europe's own military capacity. Javad Parsa/EPA, via Shutterstock


Poland has already identified military projects worth as much as 40 billion euros, or $46 billion, that could be funded as part of a new EU150 billion E.U. loan program for defense, Mr. Baranowski said.

In Poland, Mr. Tusk has advocated a rapid increase in training for civil defense. He called for military training for a month, with salary, for any citizen who wants it. Informed by the combat lessons taken from Ukraine, the program is expected to handle 100,000 volunteers a year by 2027. Mr. Tusk also proposed legislation to streamline military investment and construction.

Unified on Security

Poland is facing a crucial presidential election, with the first round in three weeks. The country remains polarized between Mr. Tusk's party, Civic Platform, and that of the former government, the right-wing nationalist Law and Justice party.

But on military spending and defense, the country is largely united, experts said.

The number of Poles who believe that the U.S. would come to their rescue is declining, said Wojciech Przybylski, chief editor of Visegrad Insight, an independent think tank focusing on Central Europe. "So we're at a pivotal moment for our own security," he added.

In a sign of Poland's eagerness to solidify ties to America, the government has endorsed a previous deal made by Law and Justice with Westinghouse and Bechtel, two major American companies, to build Poland's first nuclear-power station.

The site of the future nuclear power plant in Slajszewo, Poland. In a sign of Poland's eagerness to solidify ties to America, the government has endorsed a deal with two major American companies to build Poland's first nuclear-power station. Maciek Nabrdalik for The New York Times


The invasion of Ukraine shows that Europe, 10 times richer than Russia, must spend on its own security to deter Moscow from risking "a similarly irrational attack" elsewhere in Europe, Mr. Sikorski said.

"Europe cannot build what the U.S. has, which is the capacity to strike any target anywhere in the world," he said. "But we don't need that. We don't need to be as good as the United States. We only need to be better than Russia."
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Syrian Leader Says Country Has Held Indirect Talks With Israel

President Ahmed al-Shara, speaking during his first visit to Europe, said the talks were aimed at de-escalating tensions amid continued Israeli attacks inside Syria.

Ahmed al-Shara, Syria's president, left, with President Emmanuel Macron of France at the Elysee Palace in Paris on Wednesday. Ludovic Marin/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Euan Ward and Aurelien Breeden
Euan Ward reported from Beirut and Aurelien Breeden from Paris.


May 07, 2025 at 04:57 PM

President Ahmed al-Shara of Syria said on Wednesday that Syria had held indirect talks with Israel to contain escalating tensions, days after Israeli jets struck the capital, Damascus, amid deepening sectarian violence inside the country.

"There are indirect talks through mediators to calm down the situation so that they don't get out of control," Mr. al-Shara said after a meeting in Paris with President Emmanuel Macron of France.

It was Mr. al-Shara's first trip to a European country since ascending to power, marking a pivotal moment in the Syrian leader's bid to reintegrate Syria into the international community.

But the news of indirect talks between Syria and Israel was a startling admission from the Syrian president, whose country has long had hostile relations with Israel. Mr. al-Shara did not say who the mediators in the indirect talks were, and the Israeli prime minister's office declined to comment. 

Reuters reported earlier on Wednesday that the United Arab Emirates had set up a back channel for talks between Israel and Syria, but Lana Nusseibeh, an official at the Emirati foreign ministry, denied those claims as "categorically false" in a statement. 

Since Islamist rebels overthrew the dictator Bashar al-Assad in December, Israel has carried out hundreds of strikes inside Syria, the latest of which followed deadly clashes between pro-government forces and militias from Syria's Druse minority, whom Israel has pledged to protect.

Mr. Macron criticized those Israeli strikes on Wednesday, saying, "You can't ensure your country's security by violating the territorial integrity of its neighbors."

Mr. Macron also provided a diplomatic boost to Mr. al-Shara, stating that he would push to gradually lift European Union sanctions on Syria, provided that the country's new leaders maintain their path toward stability. Mr. Macron also said he would press the Trump administration to consider a similar approach.

"I told the Syrian president that if he continued to follow his path, we would continue on ours," Mr. Macron said after over two hours of talks at the Elysee Palace with Mr. al-Shara.

Mr. Macron's warm welcome of Mr. al-Shara reflected a widening gap between many close American allies and the United States in their approach to the new Syrian authorities. 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey and France have all received Mr. al-Shara, and some have called for the lifting of penalties that are crippling for Syria's economy. But the Trump administration has kept its distance, making sweeping demands that it says Mr. al-Shara must meet to allow for further engagement.

The landmark visit by Mr. al-Shara on Wednesday came at a time of deep uncertainty for Syria, which has been mired by spasms of sectarian violence as it tries to emerge from more than a decade of war. This has alarmed Western nations, which have made the lifting of longstanding economic sanctions contingent on a political transition that protects the rights and security of all Syrians.

Large-scale sectarian violence in March, when Syria's coastal region was rocked by a killing spree targeting the country's Alawite religious minority, starkly revealed Mr. al-Shara's shaky grip on security.

Over a few days, more than 1,600 people -- mostly Alawites -- were killed amid a crackdown against Assad loyalists who had ambushed government security forces. Much of the bloodshed appeared to have been committed by Sunni Muslim extremists affiliated with the government but not formally integrated into a unified national military.

Mr. Macron said he had told Mr. al-Shara that the recent spate of sectarian killings in Syria were "unacceptable," adding that Mr. al-Shara "must do everything to assure the protection of all Syrians without exception" and to hold accountable those responsible for the killings.

Some right-wing critics of Mr. Macron balked at welcoming the Syrian leader at the presidential palace because of the violence in Syria and his background as the leader of an Islamist rebel group once affiliated with Al Qaeda. Mr. al-Shara is still on a terrorism sanctions list and had to receive an exemption from the United Nations to travel. France has been deeply scarred by a string of Islamist terrorist attacks over the past decade.

But Mr. Macron and other French officials have argued in favor of engaging with Mr. al-Shara to help him manage Syria's post-Assad transition. They say that there are no realistic alternatives and point to positive steps taken by Syrian authorities in recent months, including progress on a deal that France helped mediate between the authorities and the Kurds who control Syria's northeast, and cooperation on getting rid of the country's remaining chemical weapons.

Mr. Macron said he would lobby France's allies to let E.U. sanctions lapse at a meeting in June. The bloc had already started easing some sanctions, including measures targeting Syria's oil, gas, electricity and transportation industries.

He also said he would try to convince the Trump administration to delay the withdrawal of U.S. forces that are leading counterterrorism operations in Syria.

"If results and acts do not follow words, we can re-evaluate," Mr. Macron said, noting that much remained to be done to build a fully inclusive and democratic Syria. 

 

Ben Hubbard contributed reporting from Istanbul, and Patrick Kingsley from Jerusalem.
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Israel Plans to Seize Control of Gaza's Aid. Here's How That Could Look.

The United Nations and its partners have condemned the proposals by Israel, which has been barring deliveries of food and medicine for months.

A charity kitchen in Jabaliya in northern Gaza last month. Israel began blocking the arrival of new supplies in the enclave early in March. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times



By Aaron Boxerman and Adam Rasgon
Reporting from Jerusalem


May 06, 2025 at 02:20 PM

Israeli authorities are floating a new plan to allow desperately needed international aid into Gaza, under their control, after blocking the deliveries for more than two months.

But many of the humanitarian groups that would have to work under the proposed system say Israel's conditions would turn aid into a military pressure tactic and violate the groups' principles of neutrality.

The idea for the new aid mechanism surfaced just as Israeli leaders were threatening to significantly escalate their offensive in Gaza, even though more than a year and a half of war has failed to either defeat the territory's Hamas rulers or bring home all of the hostages still held there.

Israel's barring of food and medicine shipments into Gaza has prompted calls from the international community -- including allies -- to end the blockade.

But Israeli officials have dug in, arguing that they are pressing Hamas to free the remaining hostages. They have also repeatedly accused Hamas of diverting aid for its own fighters rather than allowing it to reach hungry Palestinian civilians, which Hamas denies.

What is Israel proposing?

The Israeli military said that its coming escalation would involve the displacement of most of Gaza's population to zones "clean of Hamas," which would be filtered by Israeli forces to weed out any members of the militant group.

Under the new system, the Israeli military would secure and monitor the distribution of aid to Palestinians in a series of hubs inside Gaza, according to Israeli officials, diplomats and aid groups familiar with the proposal.

The United Nations and other aid groups have criticized the proposal and suggested they will not cooperate. And some critics in Israel fear the plan would bring the country one step closer to re-establishing Israeli military rule over Gaza -- a dream of hard-liners on the Israeli right wing.

Carrying food aid in Gaza City in February. Under the new system, the Israeli military would secure and monitor aid distribution. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Israel has declined to publicly lay out the humanitarian proposals in detail. Israeli officials have generally briefed aid groups verbally to avoid putting their plan into writing, according to three officials familiar with the discussions.

On Sunday, the United Nations and a coalition of humanitarian groups said in a joint statement that Israeli officials were seeking to shut down the existing aid system and force aid groups to "deliver supplies through Israeli hubs under conditions set by the Israeli military" once the government agreed to reopen the border crossings into Gaza.

Under the proposal, private companies would manage the delivery of aid within the hubs secured by Israeli forces, two Israeli officials said. They spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.

What is the humanitarian situation in Gaza?

When Israel and Hamas agreed to a cease-fire in mid-January, Palestinians voiced hopes that they would at last enjoy a respite from the dire conditions in Gaza.

For more than a year, hundreds of thousands of Gazans displaced by the war had huddled in tents and makeshift shelters. Finding enough food and clean water was a daily struggle. Meager provisions were hawked in street markets at eye-watering prices.

During the truce, Israel agreed to allow hundreds of trucks of aid and commercial goods into Gaza each day, bearing fresh fruit, frozen meat, and enough flour to drive down the price of bread. But it didn't last.

A truck loaded with humanitarian aid in Rafah, southern Gaza, in February. During a cease-fire deal, hundreds of trucks were allowed into Gaza daily. Eyad Baba/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In early March, the Israeli government announced that it was closing the crossings into Gaza to aid, citing the deadlock in talks with Hamas over the next steps in the truce. Two weeks later, Israel ended the cease-fire with a massive bombardment across the territory.

The Israeli blockade has been in place for more than two months. Israeli officials say Gaza has enough provisions to last for some time, even as aid officials warn that the blockade could ultimately lead to famine.

"Blocking aid starves civilians. It leaves them without basic medical support. It strips them of dignity and hope," Tom Fletcher, the top United Nations aid official, said in early May.

Why have aid groups criticized Israel's proposal?

Relief officials have said the Israeli plan would effectively leave much of Gaza -- the parts of it without hubs -- without any supplies. It would also essentially allow Israel to control the supply of critical aid and use it as leverage.

"It contravenes fundamental humanitarian principles and appears designed to reinforce control over life-sustaining items as a pressure tactic -- as part of a military strategy," the United Nations said in its joint statement with other humanitarian organizations.

The organizations also argued that if they agreed to provide aid in the Israeli military zones, they might effectively abet Israel's forced mass displacement of Palestinians as part of the initiative.
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Israel Downs Drone as Houthis Vow to Continue Tit-for-Tat Strikes

The Israeli military said it had intercepted an unmanned vehicle a day after President Trump said the U.S. would step back from conflict with the Iran-backed group.

Police officers inspecting the site of a Houthi missile attack near Ben Gurion Airport outside Tel Aviv on Sunday. The strike prompted a series of tit-for-tat military responses between Israel and the group based in Yemen. Amir Levy/Getty Images



By Lara Jakes
Lara Jakes has written about Middle East diplomacy for more than a decade.


May 07, 2025 at 12:10 PM

Israel said it had shot down a drone that was approaching from the east on Wednesday, as Houthi officials in Yemen vowed to continue attacking the country a day after President Trump said the United States would stop bombing the Iran-backed group.

The Israeli military said in a statement that the drone was intercepted by the air force and sirens blared as it approached. It was not immediately clear who launched the drone. But the Houthi militia group reiterated that it would continue to attack Israel, both to avenge attacks in Yemen and because of the war in Gaza.

"We cannot accept Yemen being targeted and violated without a response," Mohamed Abdelsalam, a spokesman for the group, told Al Jazeera, the Qatari broadcaster, echoing comments by a senior Houthi politician on Tuesday. "We will continue to respond to the Israeli entity by all available means."

Israeli fighter jets have bombed several sites across Yemen this week, killing at least seven people, according to casualty reports, and disabling the country's main international airport. Khaled Al-Shaif, the director of the airport in Sana, Yemen's capital, said the attack had caused $500 million worth of damage, destroyed three planes and forced flights to be suspended indefinitely.

Damage at Sana International Airport in Yemen after an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday.  Khaled Abdullah/Reuters


Israel said the airport attack was in response to a Houthi ballistic missile strike near Ben-Gurion International Airport, outside Tel Aviv, on Sunday. Multiple airlines have temporarily suspended flights in response to the attack, which wounded at least six people.

For more than a year, the Houthis, who rule much of northwestern Yemen, have fired rockets and drones at Israel and ships in the Red Sea in what they call a solidarity campaign with Palestinians in Gaza.

The United States has lent its military support to Israel in the conflict, launching missile strikes against Yemen and deploying its aircraft carriers to protect shipping. The efforts began under the Biden administration but were stepped up in mid-March, when Mr. Trump sharply escalated attacks and vowed that the Houthis would be "annihilated." Over the last seven weeks, the campaign has cost well over $1 billion.

But Mr. Trump abruptly reversed course on Tuesday, surprising both Israel and the Pentagon, by announcing that a truce between the United States and the Houthis had been negotiated by Oman.

"They just don't want to fight," Mr. Trump told reporters in the Oval Office during an unrelated meeting with Canada's prime minister. "And we will honor that and we will stop the bombings. They have capitulated, but more importantly, we will take their word. They say they will not be blowing up ships anymore."

But Mr. Abdelsalam said the Houthis would continue attacking Israeli ships until Israel lifts a blockade against Gaza that has prevented humanitarian aid from reaching its two million residents. 

Mr. Abdelsalam said the "preliminary" truce with the United States would not affect Houthi support for Gaza. "We will evaluate any future U.S. support for Israel and determine our stance accordingly," he said.

Ismaeel Naar contributed reporting from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
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How the Divide Over Francis' Legacy Is Shaping the Contest for Pope

As cardinals begin a conclave to choose Pope Francis' successor, they must decide whether to find a pope who follows his path or forges a new one.

Pope Francis in 2022. During his 12-year pontificate, he made global headlines for landmark declarations that encouraged liberals, whether Catholic or secular. Alberto Pizzoli/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Jason Horowitz and Motoko Rich
Reporting from Rome


May 07, 2025 at 05:00 AM

They buried him. They mourned him. And they have gathered to pick his successor. But it's still all about Pope Francis.

More than two weeks after Francis died, the cardinals who will begin voting in the Sistine Chapel on Wednesday to pick the next pope have been signaling whether they want to follow Francis' lead, turn back or find some compromise between the two.

In homilies, public and private conversations, and most of all in remarks to their fellow cardinals in daily meetings behind the Vatican walls, the people who will choose the next pope have been holding what amounts to a referendum on Francis' legacy. They have also been considering whether they want to perpetuate the so-called "Francis effect," the idea that a charismatic, inclusive person of moral conscience on the geopolitical stage might draw new followers and lure lapsed Catholics back into the church.

"There are various wishes" within the group, said Cardinal Anders Arborelius of Sweden, who has been mentioned as a potential candidate for pope. Some want to elect a pontiff "who can follow in the footsteps of Francis. Some others said, 'No, no. Not at all.'"

There is plenty in Francis' legacy to fight over. During his 12-year pontificate, he made global headlines for landmark declarations that encouraged liberals, whether Catholic or secular. Of gay priests he said, "Who am I to judge," and he allowed the blessing of same-sex couples. He raised his voice for migrants, implored world leaders to face a warming climate and criticized what he saw as the excesses of capitalism and the exploitation of the poor.

Francis greeting Syrian refugees upon their arrival in Rome in 2016. Pool photo by Filippo Monteforte


Within the church, he expanded the College of Cardinals to what he called "the peripheries," nations far from the Vatican with the fastest-growing populations, as well as to some places where Catholics are an overwhelming minority. He struck a deal with the Chinese government, in the hopes of increasing the church's presence, although some critics believed it compromised the church's independence in China.

He invited laypeople, including women, into meetings of bishops that he envisioned as the church's main decision-making bodies. He reformed the Vatican bureaucracy that governs the church, introduced measures to increase transparency of the church's infamously murky finances, and enacted decrees to increase accountability for church leaders who committed or covered up cases of sexual abuse.

Some cardinals want to move ahead with those upheavals, or even leap forward with bigger changes. Others want to roll them back. But the largest rifts may be over the contentious issues in which Francis walked up to the line, but didn't cross.

Those include long stashed but controversial issues such as the ordination of women as Catholic deacons, the requirement of celibacy for priests, and the church's teachings about homosexuality and the use of birth control.

In the wake of Francis' papacy, the stakes extend beyond the Catholic church. He was a rare mediagenic leader who could be as popular with secular audiences as he was with the faithful, someone viewed by many as an ethical compass in an increasingly confusing political landscape. While many world leaders have moved to shut their doors to migrants and abandon the care of the poor, Pope Francis stood for openhearted acceptance, a position that resonated with churchgoers as well as some of those who had never gone to Mass.

Yet it was that very popularity outside the church doors that sometimes made him a lightning rod for his opponents within the church.

In 2013, more than a million people gathered on Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro for Francis's visit to Brazil. Felipe Dana/Associated Press


"There's a need to return the church to Catholics," Cardinal Camillo Ruini, a conservative lion of the old guard and an Italian power player under John Paul II and Benedict XVI, said in an interview with Corriere della Sera, an Italian newspaper. He added that "those who are most favorable to Francis are mostly laymen while those against are often believers."

Others said that the conclave should not be a global popularity contest. Cardinal Mauro Piacenza said he found all the outcries for a Francis sequel "sentimental." Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Muller of Germany, a conservative who ran the church's office on doctrine until Francis fired him, said those who wanted "a pope for everybody," who would continue in Francis' direction, were generally "the media and all the former opponents against the church -- the atheists."

But the conservatives are in the minority, at least among those who will cast their ballots for a pope. Francis had deep support inside the church, particularly among the cardinals of voting age. He appointed 80 percent of them, and most are committed to continuing at least partly along the path he mapped out.

"Since we are now at a time when we are all rethinking the nature of the Church, I hope that the new Pope will be someone who is moving in the same direction" as Francis, said Cardinal Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi, the archbishop of Tokyo.

If not, some cardinals fear that the church will become further isolated from modernity and the reality of the lives of its members.

"This cannot be the time that panders to the instinct to turn back," Cardinal Baldassare Reina, an Italian elevated to that role by Francis, said in his homily in St. Peter's Square last week. Among Francis's many appointees from around the globe, that instinct was strong. 

Cardinals will begin voting in the Sistine Chapel on Wednesday to pick the next pope. Christopher Furlong/Getty Images


Even if the cardinals select a pope they believe will take up the baton from Francis, "I don't think there's any guarantee that the future will be just a straight line carrying on from Francis," said Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the Vatican's foreign minister and a close aide to Francis. "The next pope will have his own convictions and his own contribution to make. And it may be that he will emphasize different things than Francis has emphasized."

Given that Francis was a complicated leader who sometimes contradicted himself and did not meet the expectations he raised, the cardinals do not stack up neatly for or against him. They are fragmented into groups formed around ideology, region, pet issues, cultural differences, common languages and personal vendettas.

The result, some church analysts say, could be more of a compromise candidate.

That could be a pastor in the mold of Francis, but one who is more disciplined in his public statements, or a pope who makes up for a lack of personal charisma with a skill for steady governance. The cardinals with a shot at becoming pope have, for the most part, steered clear of speaking publicly about the divisive issues that Francis raised, but did not decide on, such as permitting women to become deacons, married men to become priests or divorced and remarried Catholics to receive communion. Francis himself was considered traditional and gave little indication before his election that he would be such a boundary-pushing pope.

There are multiple permutations, but what is certain is that the next pope will leave his own mark. The real question, some church analysts say, is whether the pope's vision trickles down to the people leading the parishes where everyday Catholics practice their faith.

"The tragedy of Pope Francis is that people listened to him, they loved him, they thought, this is the kind of priest I want in my parish," said the Rev. Thomas J. Reese, a veteran Vatican analyst. "And they went to their parish and they did not find Francis."

The balcony of St. Peter's Basilica, from which the new pope will be announced. Dimitar Dilkoff/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Emma Bubola and Josephine de La Bruyere contributed reporting from Rome
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Conservative Catholics Take Stage in Rome, Looking to Shape the Church

In lavish halls, days before a conclave will select a new pope, power brokers came together for a mix of devotion, activism, money and socializing.

St. Peter's Square was filled with hundreds of thousands of people mourning Pope Francis at his funeral Mass on April 26. James Hill for The New York Times



By Elizabeth Dias
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May 06, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The European nobles and politicians arrived in the gardens of Palazzo Brancaccio in gowns and tuxedos, ready for aperitivi with the Catholic power brokers and pilgrims from America.

Spritzes by the grand fountain progressed to entrees inside the palace, beef cheek cooked at a low temperature and served on orange potato veloute.

Brian Burch, President Trump's nominee to be ambassador to the Holy See, dined at a head table next to Princess Gloria von Thurn und Taxis, the German aristocrat who befriended Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., and alongside current and former members of hard-right European political parties. One of them, Antonio Giordano, a member of the Italian Parliament in Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's party, welcomed the several hundred guests to Rome, and discussed their shared "urgency of protecting the family."

"Only together we can effectively conquer the demographic winter," he said, nodding to low birthrates and a push for pronatalist policies.

After dessert, the guests followed the sound of live music up a marble staircase into salons lined with tapestries and lit with chandeliers. Eyes popped at the vast hall of mirrors, designed in tribute to Versailles. A gilded ballroom had walls stretching up 45 feet.

Brian Burch, President Trump's nominee to be ambassador to the Holy See. Jacquelyn Martin/Associated Press


And then they waltzed.

It was, after all, the first-ever "America Week Ball."

Officially, the Catholic church was in a nine-day period of mourning following Pope Francis' funeral. But in Rome, by happenstance of previous scheduling -- or by divine providence, as some organizers believe -- what has come to be called "America Week" was also taking place.

An annual elite fund-raising week for Catholic projects, America Week is largely led by influential conservative Catholic organizations that are united in their commitment to advancing traditional principles concerning marriage, faith and family.

It started in connection with the Papal Foundation, a U.S.-based charity that raises millions of dollars for Vatican projects through donations that start at seven figures.

This year, though, many participants have come to Rome to raise money for new groups, hoping to replicate in Europe the success that conservative Catholics have had in expanding their political and cultural influence in the United States.

While the cardinals spent their days in a conference room at the Vatican, contemplating who should be their next pope, hundreds of American Catholics and their European allies mingled at private galas like the ball, and made exclusive pilgrimages to some of Rome's finest palaces, hotels and churches.

No matter what happens at the conclave, these politically engaged American conservatives are expanding their networks and institutions and investing in their long-term plans to shape the church's future.

"The Europeans very much want to learn about philanthropy, and how we do these things, how we help groups, how we raise money, how we define what is a worthy apostolate, what is not," said Mark Randall, an executive director for the Pontifical North American College, an American seminary in Rome.

The ball was one such new attempt to bring all these players together to network and build friendships. It was sponsored by a newly created organization, the Louis IX Foundation, which was formed by a trio of Americans including Mr. Burch. It is named after a 13th-century king of France and leader of the Seventh Crusade, who mobilized western military and financial aid to defend Christendom in the east.

"He was a great reformer and restorer of the faith, supporter of many good things, just like we are trying to do," said Mr. Randall, who helped start the group.

Some America Week events were canceled because of Francis' death, and several church leaders declined invitations, citing the period of mourning. Others proceeded, especially as they were connected to the Jubilee Year -- a rare Catholic tradition, in which sins are forgiven -- with leaders praying for the coming conclave and hoping for a pope who would help advance their goals.

The Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty, a policy group that endorses free-market economics, held a conference for entrepreneurs. The world's largest Catholic news organization, EWTN, hosted a dinner on the roof of the Waldorf Astoria. Film producers spoke with philanthropists about potential projects.

The NAPA Institute, a conservative Catholic-oriented network, led a "once in a lifetime" pilgrimage for the Jubilee Year, in which guests stayed at the Hotel de Russie and had a private dinner with Cardinal James Harvey at the garden outside his residence to honor his 50 years as a priest. Cardinal Harvey is one of the 10 American cardinals with a vote in electing the next pope.

Cardinal James Michael Harvey attended a mourning Mass for Pope Francis at St. Peter's Basilica on May 1. Remo Casilli/Reuters


The Francis papacy created a sense of urgency for many conservative American Catholics who believed that progressive values were undermining church doctrine, and fueled their efforts to bolster lay organizations to defend their faith. They were particularly concerned about Francis' decision to allow priests to bless couples in same-sex relationships.

"If the pope or anyone crosses the line with the magisterium, you have to push back," said Tim Busch, president of the NAPA Institute, referring to the church's teaching authority on morals and faith. "You can't take over the hierarchical control of church, but you can be outspoken, and hold the line on magisterium."

Pope Francis, he said, "walked right up the red line, but didn't cross it."

Several of the Americans had private meetings with cardinals while they were in Rome, when the cardinals had breaks from their pre-conclave meetings. Some leading American conservatives consider Cardinal Peter Erdo of Hungary a preferable choice for the next pope. He also has the support of the prime minister of Hungary, Viktor Orban, and was supported by Cardinal George Pell of Australia, who died in 2023.

"He's what we need right now," Mr. Busch said. "We need someone who can teach clearly and be strong."

The events drew some of the most outspoken defenders of traditionalist Catholicism and right-wing politics, both in the U.S. and Europe, reflecting a growing alliance of ascendant populism that is energized by Christian fervor.

At the ball were Americans like Steve Cortes, a former Trump campaign adviser who works with Catholic Vote, as well as Europeans like Margarita de la Pisa Carrion, a Spanish European Parliament member of the hard-right political party Vox. 

One of the young men waltzing was Alexander Tschugguel, a Catholic convert from Austria who became a hero to many conservatives in 2019 when he stole statues of Pachamama, a fertility goddess, that were welcomed by Pope Francis during meetings with Amazon leaders. Outraged by what he and other conservatives saw as idol worship, Mr. Tschugguel traveled to Rome, took the statues from a chapel at dawn, and tossed them into the Tiber River. (Pope Francis apologized for the incident, and the statues were recovered.)

The week's mix of devotion, activism, money and socializing works to create particularly strong ties, with an eye toward expansive global reach for the long term. After the ball, while some attendees stayed to waltz, others strategized or flirted over cigars and cocktails, or went to nighttime Eucharistic adoration at the Chiesa di San Gioacchino in the Prati neighborhood.

The night before the ball, another group held a three-course dinner reception at the Villa Agrippina Gran Melia, a luxury hotel with panoramic views of Rome. A main funder for both that dinner and the ball was Declan Ganley, an Irish businessman and prominent anti-abortion activist.

One influential and emerging group with a presence at the dinner was the French Riviera Institute, started by Msgr. Dominique Rey, a French bishop who is a hero to many traditionalist Catholics and who resigned from his bishopric at the Vatican's request last year. 

The group's goal is to organize a network of influential European leaders across all parts of society "to amplify and intensify the Christian Renewal throughout Europe," in hopes of making significant advances by the 2,000th anniversary of the resurrection of Christ in 2033. A similar group is starting in Mexico.

Their hope is to repeat the success of the NAPA Institute, which has become a force for conservative Catholic political and cultural influence in the United States.

A month before the U.S. presidential election, Mr. Burch went to Monaco for an invitation-only meeting for entrepreneurs and leaders. He is the co-founder of Catholic Vote, a conservative Catholic organization that mobilized voters for Mr. Trump in 2024.

Before boarding his flight to Europe last fall, he said in an interview that the gathering brought together like-minded Catholic Vote-type groups that were "imagining that the stars are going to align between European politics and U.S." as populism rose in Europe. He alluded to the planned ball in Rome, and hoped to involve a future Vice President JD Vance.

Mr. Burch has not yet been confirmed by the Senate. He was already planning to attend America Week before he was nominated, and he attended the events as a pilgrim and private citizen, not in any official capacity, according to event organizers. At his confirmation hearing, he assured the committee that "I fully understand the distinction between advocacy and diplomacy."

Still, his pending ambassadorship is a symbol of the rising strength of the conservative American Catholicism in the post-Francis era. 

"Obviously, once he is cleared, he will be a major, major player in the ball in the next year, and going forward, as the ambassador," Mr. Randall said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/06/us/conclave-pope-conservative-catholics.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




'The Only Person in the World Claiming to Be the Pope Right Now'

It's Danny Kind, and he's not even Catholic. But he's in a college class that simulated the conclave of 1492. (There were costumes, bribes and Oreos.)

In Rockefeller Chapel at the University of Chicago, students begin re-enacting the conclave of 1492. Kevin Serna for The New York Times



By Ruth Graham
Ruth Graham reports on religion. She gasped when the pope initiated a duel.


May 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Of all the contenders to be the next pope, Danny Kind might not be an obvious choice. His shaggy hair is tinted green, and the other day he was wearing a Korn T-shirt under his ceremonial robes.

"I'm an Ashkenazi Jew from Orlando, so I'm not very Catholic," he said. There's also that.

None of this is disqualifying in a class at the University of Chicago called "The Italian Renaissance: Dante, Machiavelli, and the Wars of Popes and Kings," better known by students as "pope class" or "pope LARP" (as in live-action role play). The centerpiece of the class is a simulation of the conclave of 1492, an historical gathering rife with accusations of scandal and corruption.

This is the 15th year since Prof. Ada Palmer began running the simulation, but the first time that it has been interrupted by the death of an actual pope. Pope Francis died on April 21, the same day that the students were set to vote in their own conclave.

On the fifth ballot, Danny Kind was elected pope. Kevin Serna for The New York Times


The class arrived that day at Rockefeller Chapel, a Gothic Revival structure on campus that stands in for the Sistine Chapel, with a surreal sense of the weight of their decision. 

"I'm a Catholic so it kind of sucked for me, but there was a lot of excitement," said Joseph DePaula, 21, a third-year student who took the class two years ago and returned this year as a volunteer.

When Mr. Kind from Orlando -- Cardinal Ascanio Sforza in the simulation -- was elected on the fifth ballot, volunteers waved white flags from a balcony, symbolizing the smoke that billows from the Sistine Chapel when the cardinals have chosen a new pope.

Dr. Palmer, a historian and novelist, compared the class to the history version of a language immersion class. And the approach does more than help students recall names and dates. It is also a lesson in "plural power," where anyone can change the course of history.

In the simulation, "everybody has power but nobody has control," Dr. Palmer said. "Even the most powerful people don't actually manage to control things enough to get the outcome they want, and even the least powerful people, when they work at it, can affect and influence what happens in the end."

Cardinal Ardicino della Porta Jr., left, and Her Ladyship Lucrezia Borgia. (Otherwise known as Emily Curran and Julia Morales.) Kevin Serna for The New York Times


The class's professor has procured costumes over the years from sources like Renaissance fairs and the BBC's costume department. Kevin Serna for The New York Times


By last week, the final stretch of the simulation, some students had a hard time differentiating their real lives from their 15th-century identities.

Elsa Cukierman, who portrayed the nobleman Franceschetto Cybo, said she once accidentally called her real-life boyfriend by the name of her character's wife. Others frantically responded to reports of a rival's treachery on their phones at a nightclub at 3 a.m.

"Don't eat, don't speak, just pope," said Julia Morales, who painted her nails baby blue to match the dress she wore as Lucrezia Borgia, the illegitimate daughter of the real Pope Alexander VI. (Events evolved differently in this year's simulation.)

"We're great friends in real life," chimed in Emily Curran, dressed in the red robes of Cardinal Ardicino della Porta Jr., who opposed the Borgia family's aspirations. "We just haven't been able to hang out because we can't talk about anything else but pope class."

On April 30, the final day of the simulation, the students arrived in a bustle of excitement. They rifled through the racks of clothing that Dr. Palmer has procured over the years from sources like Renaissance fairs and the BBC's costume department. She has alerts on Etsy and eBay for the phrase "used Shakespeare costume."

The pope opened the proceedings with a moment of silence. At one point he assented to a petition to give an Italian cardinal control over a town in Bologna with an enthusiastic "hell, yeah!"

This is the 15th year since Prof. Ada Palmer began running the simulation, but the first time that it has been interrupted by the death of an actual pope.  Kevin Serna for The New York Times


Soph Franklin, 19, portrayed Michael Tarchaniota Marullus, a Greek scholar. Kevin Serna for The New York Times


A duel broke out between Michael Tarchaniota Marullus and Pandolfo IV Malatesta. Then the pope himself threw off his robes to initiate his own duel with Cesare Borgia. (Borgia immediately surrendered, to the pope's apparent disappointment.)

In real life, the 1492 conclave ended with the selection of Rodrigo Borgia as Pope Alexander VI, an outcome so heavily influenced by bribery that it inspired new rules against simony, or the selling of church offices.

But the class is a simulation, not a re-enactment, Dr. Palmer explained. That means that while students portray (mostly) real-life historical figures, they are set loose to make their own decisions. 

Thus the 2025 election of Ascanio Sforza, a figure who did exist, as Pope Ambrose, who did not.

The recent success of the movie "Conclave" added to the feeling that the simulation was relevant to the real world this year. One group went to the theater in cardinal costumes, on loan from Dr. Palmer. As for the real conclave in Rome this week, Mr. Kind and several others said they were rooting for Cardinal Luis Antonio Gokim Tagle, a contender from the Philippines who is often called the "Asian Francis."

The pope challenging someone to a duel! Kevin Serna for The New York Times


Honor Torrance, 23, an alumna of the class, returned this semester as a volunteer, portraying Cecilia Gallerani. She is carrying an ermine stuffed animal. Kevin Serna for The New York Times


At the end of the final simulation, students bought art and made hasty marriage arrangements, rushing to fulfill as many of their characters' objectives as possible. Then they took off their costumes and made their way to a classroom, where they debriefed and revealed various schemes and misunderstandings.

Cesare Borgia arrived toting a skateboard. Mr. Kind opened up his laptop and put on a playlist including Joy Division and Modest Mouse. A cluster of gods and angels snacked on Oreos.

For Mr. Kind, his election as Pope Ambrose was the culmination of years of dreaming. He heard about the class from a high-school history teacher, and wrote his admissions essay to the university about his desire to participate. Right before the vote, he kissed his grandfather's small silver mezuza, which he wears around his neck.

Mr. Kind is not the first Jewish pope, Dr. Palmer said. There have also been two Muslim popes and a transgender Catholic pope.

Mr. Kind broke down in tears when he removed his red cardinal vestments to don the white and gold robes of the Vicar of Christ. The experience was almost intoxicating. "Last Monday I got to excommunicate a guy," he recounted. And given the circumstances swirling outside campus, it was hard not to muse about the possibility of real power.

"As far as I know, I'm the only person in the world claiming to be the pope right now," Mr. Kind said. "I think that technically makes me pope."
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News analysis


Germany's New Leader Has a Tough Job. It Just Got Tougher.

Friedrich Merz's halting path to the chancellor's office inflamed his challenges at home and abroad, including a threat from the far right.

Friedrich Merz, the newly elected German chancellor, at a ceremony in Berlin on Tuesday. Watching him is his predecessor, Olaf Scholz. Ebrahim Noroozi/Associated Press



By Jim Tankersley
Reporting from Berlin


May 07, 2025 at 11:08 AM

Friedrich Merz's party won Germany's national election in late February. After weeks of coalition negotiations, Mr. Merz finally made it to the chancellor's office late Tuesday afternoon, one failed parliamentary vote and several hours behind schedule.

In the interim, nearly all of Mr. Merz's problems got worse.

Forecasts for the stalled German economy, which Mr. Merz has promised  to jump-start, have sagged under the weight of President Trump's tariffs and trade war. Relations with Mr. Trump's administration continue to fray.

The far-right political party that many of Mr. Trump's team seem to favor, the Alternative for Germany, or AfD, has pulled even with Mr. Merz's center-right Christian Democrats in most polls. If the national election had been held again on Sunday, the AfD might have come in first, even though German intelligence has formally declared it an extremist group.

Tuesday brought the biggest setback yet. Mr. Merz failed to secure the votes to become chancellor on the first ballot in Parliament. Some 18 members of his governing coalition declined to back him. It was a first for modern Germany and a bruise for Mr. Merz, even though he came back to win the job in a second vote in the afternoon.

An AfD campaign event in Halle, Germany, in January. The far-right political party has pulled even with Mr. Merz's center-right Christian Democrats in most polls. Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times


Mr. Merz already faced towering twin tasks as chancellor. He must show Europe and the world that Germany is ready to assume a leadership role unseen since the heyday of former Chancellor Angela Merkel more than a decade ago. He must also convince a German public that is frustrated with grinding, business-as-usual politics that mainstream parties can deliver needed change.

The first-ballot failure on Tuesday most likely made both tasks harder. At home, the stumble is a reminder that Mr. Merz's coalition does not command an overwhelming majority in Parliament and that his agenda could be derailed by a few defections on major pieces of legislation.

Mr. Merz is hoping to tighten Germany's borders and toughen its migration policies to respond to voter anxiety over the millions of new arrivals in the country. He wants to reduce regulations and modernize bureaucracy in hopes of stoking economic growth. Germany's economy shrank last year, and it has not grown in inflation-adjusted terms for half a decade.

The new chancellor must also pass legislation to spend newly borrowed money for the military, for infrastructure improvements and for initiatives to fight climate change. The initiatives were all approved in the deal he cut with center-left parties in a lame-duck session of Parliament after the election, but are yet to be made into law.

But Mr. Merz's allies now have growing doubts about his ability to count votes to pass bills. He successfully lined up the backing for the debt deal in March. But in January, he attempted to pass a pre-election immigration bill by relying in part on AfD votes, breaking a German political taboo -- and he lost.

Foreign leaders might wonder how much of his agenda Mr. Merz will be able to push through and perhaps how long his government will endure. Spending legislation particularly matters for European partners, who are looking to Germany to lead the way as the continent takes more responsibility for its own defense in the face of Mr. Trump's threats to pull back American support. Mr. Merz was set to spend his first full day on the job on Wednesday traveling to Paris and Warsaw.

In Paris, Mr. Merz and President Emmanuel Macron of France held a news conference at which they affirmed commitments to defense and security in Europe.

Mr. Trump might now view Mr. Merz as weakened, complicating the new chancellor's efforts to criticize Washington's defense and economic policies while cultivating a personal relationship with the American president.

Worries about those aftershocks seem to have jolted members of Mr. Merz's coalition, including the center-left Social Democrats, back into line on Tuesday afternoon. He gained 15 votes from the morning ballot.

Bernd Baumann, an AfD representative, delivering a speech in Parliament in Berlin on Tuesday. German intelligence has formally declared the party an extremist group. Tobias Schwarz/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Some lawmakers suggested privately that the initial defections had been meant as personal protests -- Mr. Merz has antagonized members across his coalition with policy choices since the election -- but were never meant to actually stop him from winning. Perhaps, they suggested, the embarrassment will ensure more unity in the future.

But the events also emboldened the AfD. In opposition, its job is easier than Mr. Merz's: lean into dysfunction, blame the incumbent government and present its populist agenda as the only option for change in a country fed up with the status quo.

"This government starts out in extreme instability," Bernd Baumann, an AfD representative, said in a speech shortly before the second parliamentary vote on Tuesday. "And it will remain unstable. That is the opposite of what Germany needs."

Mr. Merz knows that solving problems like the economy are his best hope to keep the AfD at bay. Polls show he is personally unpopular with voters, who, as in so many democracies around the world, are disenchanted with their longtime political elites.

If Mr. Merz needed additional proof of that, he could have read it on Tuesday morning in the Berliner Morgenpost newspaper, hours before the first, doomed vote.

"Friedrich Merz's big day," the lead headline read, "but no euphoria in Germany."
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 News Analysis


Xi's Visit to Russia Complicates China's Courtship of Europe

Xi Jinping, China's leader, is reinforcing his bond with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. But that could hurt Beijing's efforts to repair ties with Europe.

Chinese People's Liberation Army soldiers marching during a parade rehearsal in Moscow on Saturday. China's leader, Xi Jinping, will be Russia's main guest at Friday's Victory Day parade.  Alexander Zemlianichenko/Associated Press



By David Pierson and Paul Sonne
David Pierson reported from Hong Kong and Paul Sonne from Berlin


May 07, 2025 at 08:59 AM

As Donald J. Trump has injected chaos into the world by roiling America's alliances and threatening economic turmoil with his wall of tariffs, China has tried to sell a consistent message: We will be a force of global stability during a turbulent time.

That pitch will be more difficult to square as Xi Jinping visits Moscow this week for talks with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, who will honor the Chinese leader as the "main guest" at a military parade on Friday marking the 80th anniversary of the Soviet Union's victory over Nazi Germany in World War II.

For Mr. Xi and Mr. Putin, the visit is a chance to burnish their legitimacy as leaders of countries that defeated fascist Germany and imperial Japan. Mr. Xi wants to use the anniversary to draw parallels between fascism and what he has described as American bullying.

"We must learn from history, draw wisdom and strength from the profound lessons of the Second World War and the great victory of the anti-fascist war, resolutely oppose all forms of hegemony and power politics, and jointly create a better future for mankind," Mr. Xi said in a signed article published in Russian media on Wednesday. 

But his presence alongside Mr. Putin at Red Square will also inevitably remind the world of China's support for Russia's war in Ukraine, which has been grinding on for more than three years, killing hundreds of thousands and upending European security.

The optics of the visit could undermine China's efforts to repair its relationship with Europe to try to offset the pain of its punishing trade war with the United States. American and Chinese officials will hold initial trade talks this weekend in Switzerland, but the likelihood of a prolonged fight remains high. China needs to maintain access to, or even expand, markets like Europe, for its exports that had previously been destined for American buyers.

Xi Jinping, China's leader, with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, in Kazan, Russia, last year. The two leaders have met dozens of times in the past decade. Pool photo by Maxim Shemetov


"Xi's presence in Moscow, alongside Putin, will serve as a stark reminder to Europe of just how close this relationship has become, and the threat that it could one day pose to NATO's eastern flank," said Noah Barkin, a senior adviser at Rhodium Group and a visiting senior fellow at the German Marshall Fund of the United States based in Berlin.

That closeness may have been overshadowed recently by Mr. Trump's attempts to strike a peace deal in Ukraine that heavily favored Russia, Mr. Barkin added, but it will come back into focus now that China is trying to court Europe.

Beijing has long sought to peel the affluent nations of the European Union from Washington's influence. Those efforts have been stymied by tensions over human rights; a yawning trade imbalance fueled by the flood of Chinese exports like electric vehicles; and most significantly, China's continued diplomatic and economic support for Russia despite the war in Ukraine. 

In recent days, Beijing has been trying to initiate a thaw with Brussels, sensing an opening from the fracturing of the trans-Atlantic alliance because of the Trump administration's antagonism toward Europe. In a statement on Tuesday, Mr. Xi called for a "healthy and stable China-E.U. relationship." 

On Tuesday, the Chinese foreign ministry said China and the European Parliament had agreed to remove restrictions on exchanges between their officials, and confirmed that China had lifted sanctions on members of the European Parliament. China's moves have been seen by analysts as an attempt to persuade the Europeans to restart talks on a stalled investment agreement, though there appears to be little enthusiasm in Brussels for doing so.

A residential building damaged by a Russian strike in Kyiv, Ukraine, last month. China's continued diplomatic and economic support for Russia has been key to Moscow's ability to maintain its war in Ukraine.  Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


Mr. Xi is trying to strike a "risky diplomatic balance," hoping that he can exploit divisions in Europe between those who view China as a threat, and those that view it as a vital business partner, said Alicja Bachulska, an expert on Chinese foreign policy at the European Council on Foreign Relations.

But in Beijing on Tuesday, the European Union's ambassador to China, Jorge Toledo, used a speech at a reception celebrating ties between the European Union and China to pointedly highlight how Russia's war on Ukraine weighed heavily on the 27-nation bloc.

"The E.U. will stand with Ukraine, whatever it takes and for how long it takes," Mr. Toledo said at an event that was attended by one of China's most senior diplomats, Hua Chunying. 

To show off China's friendship with Russia, the Chinese People's Liberation Army's honor guard will perform at Friday's Victory Day parade in Moscow. Mr. Putin has long attached great importance to May 9, the day when Moscow celebrates its victory over the Nazis. The Soviet Union lost an estimated 27 million soldiers and civilians during the war, a staggering death toll, which many Russians view as the high cost Moscow had to bear to save the world from the fascist threat.

The Russian leader has drawn upon that emotional history to motivate his forces fighting against Ukraine, falsely casting the Ukrainian leader, President Volodymyr Zelensky, who is Jewish, as the head of a Nazi government that once again must be defeated, regardless of the cost.

Perhaps no foreign leader has been more helpful to Mr. Putin in that war than Mr. Xi. As Russia faced isolation from the West, China increased its engagement with Moscow, keeping the Russian economy afloat through purchases of oil and other natural resources and supplying Russia with critical dual-use technology and components to sustain the war effort. China also eased shocks to the Russian consumer economy, becoming a top seller of cars and other durable goods, as Western brands retreated from the Russian market.

A performance marking the celebration in Moscow on Tuesday. Mr. Putin has long attached great importance to May 9, the day when Moscow celebrates its victory over the Nazis. Alexander Zemlianichenko/Associated Press


As much as Mr. Xi may want to win over Europe, his relationship with Mr. Putin is paramount. He views Russia as a critical counterweight to the United States and a partner in forging an alternative world order suspicious of Western dominance.

"Standing next to Putin will signal that he has leverage, he has bet on the right horse, and the audience will be domestic and in the global south," said Alexander Gabuev, the director of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, referring to developing countries.

Mr. Putin said last month that Mr. Xi would be Russia's "main guest" at the Victory Day celebrations. Moscow will also treat the Chinese leader's trip, stretching from May 7 to 10, as a "separate visit" complete with bilateral talks and events, Mr. Putin said. The leaders are expected to sign agreements, and, in September, Mr. Putin will visit China when Beijing marks the anniversary of the end of World War II.

Mr. Putin and Mr. Xi, who have met dozens of times in the past decade, regularly speak of a stable, enduring and long-term relationship between their countries. Projecting solidarity with Russia is crucial for China at a time when President Trump has pursued an attempted rapprochement with Moscow while launching a trade war against Beijing.

"The priority was to signal to the U.S. that China and Russia share an unbreakable bond. There have been some moments of doubts and suspicion in the past few months, especially given the direct engagement between the United States and Russia," said Yun Sun, the director of the China program at the Stimson Center in Washington. Now with American efforts to mediate a peace deal in Ukraine at a stalemate, "there are more incentives between China and Russia to present a solid image of their alignment."

Zixu Wang contributed research from Hong Kong.
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Russia and Ukraine Trade Strikes Before Moscow's Victory Day Parade

The attacks came a day before a Russian-proposed cease-fire was to take effect and as Moscow prepared to welcome foreign dignitaries for a parade.

A drone explosion during a Russian strike in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday. Gleb Garanich/Reuters



By Andrew E. Kramer
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


May 07, 2025 at 08:36 AM

Russia and Ukraine kept up dueling attacks on Wednesday, a day before a Russian-proposed, temporary cease-fire was to take effect, and two days before a parade is scheduled in Moscow to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe.

A strike in Kyiv killed two people and wounded another seven, including four children. Ukrainian drone attacks temporarily closed at least a dozen Russian airports, including one outside Moscow where foreign dignitaries later began arriving for the parade. Moscow's mayor, Sergei Sobyanin, wrote in a post on Telegram that air defense forces had shot down nine Ukrainian drones before they reached the city.

Russia had offered the three-day truce to begin at midnight on Wednesday ahead of the parade, which foreign leaders including China's top leader, Xi Jinping, were scheduled to attend.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine rejected Russia's offer as too short to allow for meaningful negotiations to end the war, and said Vladimir V. Putin of Russia had proposed the truce only to put guests at the Russian parade at ease. Ukraine has said it will adhere to a cease-fire if it is extended for 30 days.

The missile and drone attack on Kyiv followed a Ukrainian exploding drone attack on Moscow on Tuesday that had damaged a building in Moscow, forcing airports serving the Russian capital to close for several hours. In Kyiv on Wednesday, the city's military administrator said air defense forces shot down one ballistic missile and that debris rained down in an outlying district, starting a fire and wounding one person there.

Later, the authorities reported damage from debris after air defense forces shot down exploding drones over the city. Air defense teams with machine guns had opened fire throughout the city center.

Ukrainian officials also reported damage and fires at an office building, a high-rise under construction and an apartment block in Kyiv and in the city's suburbs. Two victims were found dead in an apartment building that had caught fire, according to firefighters. Among the wounded were three children with burns.

Elsewhere in the country, local authorities in Zaporizhzhia, in southern Ukraine, reported fires and other damage from a volley of drones hitting the city. In total, Russia launched four ballistic missiles and 142 drones at Ukraine, Mr. Zelensky said in a post on Facebook.

In Russia, the Vnukovo airport outside Moscow, which has a separate terminal serving top officials and dignitaries, halted flights on Tuesday and early Wednesday morning. Later on Wednesday, the president of Mongolia arrived at the airport.

With Ukrainian drones in the sky, three other airports serving Moscow -- Domodedovo, Sheremetyevo and Zhukovsky -- also briefly closed on Wednesday and reported that some flights had been delayed and canceled.

Separately on Wednesday, Russian authorities restricted mobile internet services in Moscow as a security precaution and taxi, car-sharing and food-delivery services warned customers of lengthy shutdowns.

Nataliya Vasilyeva contributed reporting from Istanbul.
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India vs. Pakistan Is Also U.S. vs. China When It Comes to Arms Sales

Increasing Western military support to India, and China's to Pakistan, signals a shift in global alignments -- and another potential flashpoint for international tensions.

Indian security forces in Wuyan, on the Indian-controlled side of Kashmir, on Wednesday. India has sharply reduced purchases of low-cost arms from Russia, its Cold War-era ally. Tauseef Mustafa/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Mujib Mashal
Reporting from New Delhi


May 07, 2025 at 07:05 AM

The last time India and Pakistan faced off in a military confrontation, in 2019, U.S. officials detected enough movement in the nuclear arsenals of both nations to be alarmed. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was awakened in the middle of the night. He worked the phone "to convince each side that the other was not preparing for nuclear war," he wrote in his memoir.

That clash quickly cooled after initial skirmishing. But six years later, the two South Asian rivals are again engaged in military conflict after a deadly terrorist attack against tourists in Indian-controlled Kashmir. And this time there is a new element of uncertainty as the region's most important military alliances have been redrawn.

Changing patterns in the flow of arms illustrate the new alignments in this particularly volatile corner of Asia, where three nuclear powers -- India, Pakistan and China -- stand in uneasy proximity.


India, a traditionally nonaligned country that has shed its history of hesitance toward the United States, has been buying billions of dollars in equipment from the United States and other Western suppliers. At the same time, India has sharply reduced purchases of low-cost arms from Russia, its Cold War-era ally.

Pakistan, whose relevance to the United States has waned since the end of the war in Afghanistan, is no longer buying the American equipment that the United States once encouraged it to acquire. Pakistan has instead turned to China for the vast majority of its military purchases.

These connections have injected superpower politics into South Asia's longest-running and most intractable conflict.

The United States has cultivated India as a partner in countering China, while Beijing has deepened its investment in its advocacy and patronage of Pakistan as India has grown closer to the United States.

At the same time, relations between India and China have deteriorated in recent years over competing territorial claims, with clashes breaking out between the two militaries at times. And relations between the world's two biggest powers, the United States and China, have hit a nadir as President Trump has launched a trade war against Beijing.

This combustible mix shows how complex and messy alliances have become as the post-World War II global order has fractured. The volatility is compounded by South Asia's history of frequent military confrontations, with armed forces on both sides that are prone to mistakes, increasing the risk that an escalation could get out of hand.

Among the American additions to India's arsenal in recent years have been AH-64E attack helicopters, shown during an induction ceremony in Pathankot in 2019. Jaipal Singh/EPA, via Shutterstock


"The U.S. is now central to India's security interests, while China increasingly plays a comparable role in Pakistan," said Ashley Tellis, a former diplomat who is a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

As India now takes military action against Pakistan, it has had the United States on its side more forcefully than ever in recent years.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India spoke with both Mr. Trump and Vice President JD Vance in the initial days after the April 22 terrorist attack in Kashmir. The strong backing voiced by Trump administration officials was seen by many officials in New Delhi as a green light for India's plan to retaliate against Pakistan, even if U.S. officials urged restraint.

An indication of the changing dynamics was the conspicuous absence of President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia as Mr. Modi took calls from more than a dozen world leaders in the days after the terrorist attack. The Russian foreign minister spoke with his Indian counterpart a week after the attack, and Mr. Modi and Mr. Putin finally spoke this week, officials said.

For its part, China has led public support for Pakistan, describing it as an "ironclad friend and all-weather strategic cooperative partner."

These trends could increasingly be reflected in military conflicts.

"If you think about what a future conflict between India and Pakistan might look like, it would increasingly look like India fighting with U.S. and European platforms and Pakistan fighting with Chinese platforms," said Lyndsey Ford, a former senior U.S. defense official who is currently a senior fellow at the Observer Research Foundation America. "The close security partners of both countries have evolved significantly in the last decade."

Xi Jinping, China's leader, with President Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan in Beijing in February. Pool photo by Wu Hao


Until recent years, Cold War calculations had shaped alliances in South Asia.

India, even as it played a leading role in the nonaligned movement, grew close to the Soviet Union. Weapons and munitions from Moscow made up nearly two-thirds of India's military equipment.

Pakistan, on the other hand, firmly allied itself with the United States, becoming its frontline partner in helping to defeat the Soviets in Afghanistan. In the 1980s, Pakistan's military leveraged that relationship to bolster its arsenal, including acquiring dozens of coveted F-16 fighter planes, which helped chip away at the air dominance that India had enjoyed.

After the Cold War, both nations faced American sanctions for testing nuclear weapons in the 1990s. For over a decade, Pakistan was denied delivery of dozens of F-16s it had paid for.

But the country's fortunes changed again after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on New York and the Pentagon, as it once again became a frontline partner to the United States, this time in the war on terrorism.

Even as Pakistan was accused of playing a double game, harboring the Taliban's leaders on its soil while aiding the American military presence in Afghanistan, the U.S. military poured in tens of billions of dollars in military assistance. The United States became Pakistan's top supplier of weapons, with China remaining second.

As Pakistan's importance to the United States has declined, it has turned to China, which has long offered an open embrace.

Beijing, which was the source of only 38 percent of Pakistan's weapons in the mid-2000s, has provided about 80 percent over the past four years, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, which closely studies global weapons flows.

At the same time, India has slashed its dependence on Russian weapons by more than half. Between 2006 and 2010, about 80 percent of India's major weapons came from Russia. Over the past four years, that figure has fallen to about 38 percent, with more than half of Indian imports coming from the United States and allies like France and Israel.

Indian Air Force officials showing a section of an exploded air-to-air missile said to be fired by a Pakistani F-16 fighter during hostilities in 2019. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The one area of exception for Pakistan's frost with the United States is the F-16 program. Pakistan has expanded its F-16 arsenal over the past two decades, and the Biden administration pushed through a contract worth nearly $400 million for service and maintenance of the fighter jets.

In 2019, Pakistan used an F-16 to down a Russian-made Indian jet. New Delhi protested that the action constituted a breach of the U.S. sales agreement with Pakistan, arguing that it allowed only for counterterrorism missions.

Some American officials appeared to try to placate India by suggesting that they had admonished the Pakistanis. But U.S. diplomatic cables had long made clear that they knew Pakistan's intention in building its air force: for potential use in conflicts with India.

The 2019 clash -- in which one of India's own helicopters was also shot down, killing half a dozen personnel -- exposed the troubles of its military. In the years since, India has been pouring in billions of dollars to modernize its forces. As India now confronts Pakistan, a bigger threat, China, is not only watching but also aiding its adversary.

For many American officials who observed the 2019 developments closely, the human errors made clear how the situation could escalate out of control.

U.S. officials worry that with the hyper-nationalism in both India and Pakistan, where two well-stocked militaries operate in a tight air corridor and amid mutual suspicion, even the smallest of mistakes or exceeding of orders could lead to catastrophic escalations.

"A crisis where you have cross-border airstrikes and an aerial dogfight, like we saw in 2019, carries significant escalation risks," said Ms. Ford, the former U.S. defense official. "And that's all the more problematic when it involves two nuclear-armed neighbors."

Salman Masood and Hari Kumar contributed reporting.
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The Symbolism Behind India's 'Operation Sindoor'

The name for the military attack on Pakistan brings to mind a woman who became shorthand for the grief wrought by a terrorist attack.

A graphic announcing India's military operation included a jar of spilled sindoor, which resembled spattered blood. Sindoor, or vermilion powder, is a traditional marker of the marital status of Hindu women. Manish Swarup/Associated Press



By Pragati K.B. and Anupreeta Das
Reporting from New Delhi


May 07, 2025 at 04:10 PM

Himanshi Narwal was first a symbol of tragedy, then a target of hate.

Last month, Ms. Narwal was captured in an image sitting beside her slain husband, who was among 26 people killed in a terrorist attack on the Indian side of Kashmir. As India struck Pakistan on Wednesday in retaliation, Ms. Narwal became shorthand for why India picked the name "Operation Sindoor" for its military action.

Sindoor, or vermilion powder, is a traditional marker of the marital status of Hindu women. Married women wear it either in the parting of their hair or on their foreheads, and they wipe it off if they become widowed. During the April 22 terrorist attack, many women lost their husbands, who were targeted because they were Hindu. But few received the media attention that Ms. Narwal has after the image of her by her husband's side went viral.

The Indian government's choice of the name Operation Sindoor signaled its intention to avenge the widowed women. On social media, the Indian Army announced the strikes with a stark image that included a jar of spilled sindoor, which resembled spattered blood.

"Operation Sindoor" also signals to right-wing Hindu groups -- many of which favor more traditionally defined gender roles -- that the Hindu nationalist government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi is listening to their demands for vengeance.

Carrying the body of Vinay Narwal, a naval officer who was killed in the attack last month. Bhawika Chhabra/Reuters


But some feminists have criticized the use of the word sindoor.

Hindu nationalism is predominantly driven by a male view of the world, said V. Geetha, a feminist historian who writes about gender, caste and class. "Women figure in it as objects to be protected or as mother figures goading their men to prove their heroism," Ms. Geetha said.

In the April 22 terrorist attack, which India has linked to Pakistan, all but one of the 26 people killed were tourists visiting a scenic meadow near the town of Pahalgam in Muslim-majority Kashmir. Pakistan has denied involvement.

Of the 25 tourists, most were Hindu men, according to local reports. Women and children were spared, and some survivors reported that the attackers had told them they spared their lives so they could tell their government about what had happened.

In the chaos of that afternoon, the image of Ms. Narwal sitting by her dead husband, her wrists still adorned with the bangles worn by many Hindu brides, went viral. To many, she was a symbol of the shock and sadness accompanying the brutal attack, in which gunmen opened fire while civilians sipped tea, traveled down a zip line or rode on ponies.

Nine days later, as Ms. Narwal was still grieving the loss of her husband, Vinay Narwal, the naval officer she had been married to for less than a week, she said she wanted "peace, and only peace." The perpetrators should be brought to justice, she told reporters at a blood donation camp on the birthday of her husband.

But she said that she did not want to see "people going against Muslims or Kashmiris." Right-wing Hindu trolls pounced on that comment, vilifying her online and calling for revenge against Muslims for the terrorist attack.

Ms. Geetha, the historian, said that Ms. Narwal stopped becoming a symbol the moment she expressed her thoughts.

A woman, "once she speaks, the people take offense, because she ceases to be a symbol," Ms. Geetha said. "She becomes a person who doesn't think as you want her to think."
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Was First Amendment Violated in Student Arrests? Trump Lawyer Won't Say.

The Trump administration is focusing on logistical issues, not constitutional ones, in its efforts to keep several international students in detention. The tactic has effectively slowed some high-profile cases.

People rallied in support of Rumeysa Ozturk and Mohsen Mahdawi in Foley Square in New York on Tuesday. Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images



By Jonah E. Bromwich, Anemona Hartocollis and Ana Ley



May 06, 2025 at 11:13 PM

During a Tuesday hearing on the fate of two international students facing deportation, an appeals court judge asked a key question of the Trump administration. Does it believe the students' speech is protected by the Constitution?

A government lawyer, Drew Ensign, declined to discuss the issue. "Your honor, we have not taken a position on that," he said, adding, "I don't have the authority to take a position on that."

Trump officials have said publicly that they are scrutinizing and seeking to remove noncitizen students who have been involved in campus unrest related to the war in Gaza. Lawyers for the students, Rumeysa Ozturk and Mohsen Mahdawi, have said the moves violate the First Amendment.

In avoiding the topic in the courtroom, at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit in Manhattan on Tuesday, Mr. Ensign illustrated one of the government's key legal strategies as it tries to remove students, and immigrants more broadly, from the country: Move fast, battle hard on technical issues and save the key constitutional questions for later.

The strategy has confounded immigration lawyers and frustrated their advocates. It has also effectively slowed some cases, including that of Ms. Ozturk, who has been in detention in Louisiana for six weeks, where her lawyers say she is facing medical harm because of her untreated asthma.

Ms. Ozturk, a Turkish student seeking her doctorate in child development at Tufts University, co-wrote an opinion piece published in the school's student newspaper critical of Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza. She was handcuffed outside her apartment and taken into custody by masked federal agents on March 25.

The other student under discussion, Mohsen Mahdawi, was held in federal custody for about two weeks before being freed by a judge, who compared the current political climate to McCarthyism. The Trump administration has argued that Mr. Mahdawi's presence in the United States harms its foreign policy goals and could "potentially undermine" the Middle East peace process.

The distinction between their two cases highlights a practical effect of the government's tactics. Absent litigation of their core constitutional claims, the students' fates have been left to be determined by the arbitrary question of how quickly their lawyers were able to ascertain where they were, and to file petitions to have them released.

Ms. Ozturk's lawyer could not locate her for 24 hours after her March arrest. She and several other students, including Mahmoud Khalil, a legal permanent resident and Columbia graduate, were moved out of state to a Louisiana detention facility.

Mr. Mahdawi's arrest came later, and his lawyers were able to find him more quickly, and file a temporary restraining order to prevent him from being moved.

The hearing on Tuesday occurred after the government petitioned to combine Ms. Ozturk's and Mr. Mahdawi's cases, and pause lower court decisions in both.

A Vermont judge has ordered that Ms. Ozturk be returned to his state, to determine whether she deserves release. The government is seeking to pause that order and also to regain its right to detain Mr. Mahdawi. It asked the appeals court to rule in its favor on both issues.

But the three judge panel -- Susan L. Carney, Alison Nathan and Barrington D. Parker Jr. -- took the opportunity to intently question the government's lawyer, Mr. Ensign, on both cases, frequently interrupting him as he sought to answer their questions.

"Help my thinking, take a position," Judge Parker asked Mr. Ensign after he initially declined to take a stance on whether the students' speech was protected by the constitution. Mr. Ensign demurred, saying that the government was focused on jurisdictional rules, "not the underlying merits."

Judge Parker asked when, in any hypothetical immigration case, First Amendment issues would be decided. Mr. Ensign said any such cases would first have to wend their way through immigration court before ending up in an appeals court.

Ms. Ozturk's lawyers have accused the government of "forum shopping" by moving her to custody in Louisiana, where the appeals court is one of the most conservative in the country.

Federal agents detained Ms. Ozturk near her home in Somerville, Mass., then drove her through New Hampshire to Vermont before putting her on a plane to a detention center in Louisiana. Her lawyers have argued in court that federal agents were deliberately trying to hide her whereabouts from her lawyer, so she could be transferred to Louisiana before her lawyer could properly petition for her release. The government has said there were no beds available in detention facilities in New England.

While in detention her health has suffered; her asthma attacks, which used to last up to 15 minutes, now last for as long as 45 minutes, according to her lawyers. They said that one nurse had forcibly removed her hijab, and another told her that her illness was "all in your head." Given the detention conditions, her asthma could become life-threatening, her lawyers have argued.

Asked why it had taken so long for Ms. Ozturk's lawyer to locate her after she was detained, Mr. Ensign replied: "The government does not necessarily provide real time GPS data of every single person within its custody."

Before her detention, Department of Homeland Security and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement investigations concluded that Ms. Ozturk had "engaged in activities in support of Hamas, a foreign terrorist organization that relishes the killing of Americans."

At a news conference following her arrest, Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke about Ms. Ozturk's detention. "We gave you a visa to come and study and get a degree," he said, "not to become a social activist that tears up our university campuses."

The evidence they have offered is Ms. Ozturk's opinion essay, which criticized the Tufts administration for not implementing a student resolution censuring Israel.

Her friends said they don't recognize the government's version of Ms. Ozturk, who they said was hardly a public figure on campus, and who had been interested in understanding how children are affected by violence.

Ms. Ozturk's lawyers have made a case to release her on humanitarian grounds, citing the risks to her health "alongside the deafening silence of the government's failure to produce any justification for her detention," according to her court papers.

Mr. Mahdawi only narrowly missed being transferred to Louisiana, according to court filings. He was detained last month immediately after passing the test to become an American citizen, and escorted into a black van. Not long afterward, he was taken to an airport in Burlington, Vt., where immigration officers tried to put him on a flight to Louisiana.

But the flight had already taken off. The agents appeared to Mr. Mahdawi to be visibly upset that they had missed it, according to court documents submitted by his lawyers. After they argued for his release in a Vermont district court, the judge, Geoffrey W. Crawford, freed him, although his immigration case has continued and he is still at risk for deportation.
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Judge Says Trump Plan to Send Migrants to Libya Would Violate Court Order

The administration is facing pushback against its plan to begin deporting immigrants to the North African nation, whose rival governments said they have not agreed to accept them.

The internationally recognized government in Tripoli, Libya's capital, has control over the country's west. Mahmud Turkia/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Zolan Kanno-Youngs
Reporting from Washington


May 07, 2025 at 04:21 PM

A federal judge said on Wednesday that the deportation of immigrants by the Trump administration to Libya would be in violation of a court order he issued in March, creating a legal impediment to what would be a sharp escalation of President Trump's immigration crackdown.

The written order, by Judge Brian E. Murphy of Massachusetts, was in response to a request from immigration lawyers to block what they said was a planned U.S. military flight to transport a group of Laotian, Vietnamese and Filipino migrants to North Africa.

The lawyers, citing accounts from their migrant clients, who had been told they would be deported to Libya this week, argued that the removals would "blatantly" defy a previous order by Judge Murphy requiring migrants be provided at least 15 days to contest deportations to places other than their countries of origin if they had reason to fear being sent there.

The judge agreed.

"If there is any doubt -- the Court sees none -- the allegedly imminent removals, as reported by news agencies and as Plaintiffs seek to corroborate with class-member accounts and public information, would clearly violate this Court's Order," wrote Judge Murphy, a Biden appointee.

The filing came after U.S. officials said on Tuesday that the Trump administration was planning to transfer migrants to Libya on a U.S. military plane. They said the flight could have left as soon as Wednesday, depositing the migrants in a country that has been racked with conflict and divided for years between two hostile administrations.

But after the plans were made public in news reports on Tuesday evening, the administration faced pushback. Libya's rival governments both denied on Wednesday that they had agreed to receive deported immigrants from the United States, saying this would violate the North African nation's sovereignty.

It was unclear on Wednesday afternoon whether the Trump administration would move ahead with the flight to Libya. Mr. Trump did not directly answer a question about deportations to the nation on Wednesday. White House officials declined to comment on Judge Murphy's order or deportation flights to Libya.

The decision to move ahead with the deportations to Libya would be striking, even for an administration that has already sent hundreds of migrants to a terrorism prison in El Salvador.

Libya operates numerous detention facilities for migrants that Amnesty International branded a "hellscape" in a 2021 report, saying it had found evidence of sexual violence against both adult and child prisoners.

But Mr. Trump's aides hope such deportations will spread fear among undocumented immigrants still in the United States and encourage them to leave voluntarily.

The number of detainees and nationalities of those at risk of being sent to Libya remained unclear. But in recent days, the Trump administration had pushed Libya to accept migrants from various nations, according to an administration official familiar with the matter.

The push by the United States included a proposal for Libya to accept more than two dozen detainees from other nations, the official said. The agreement has not been finalized.

In court filings on Wednesday, immigration lawyers said they had heard from migrants detained in South Texas who were told by immigration officials that they needed to sign a document agreeing to be deported to Libya.

"When they all refused, they were each put in a separate room and cuffed in (basically, solitary) in order to get them to sign it," wrote Trina Realmuto, a lawyer with the National Immigration Litigation Alliance.

Another lawyer heard from a Laotian man who learned he might be deported to Saudi Arabia or Libya and was then moved out of the detention center in Pearsall, Texas.

Ms. Realmuto and other lawyers argued the deportations would violate a temporary order issued by Judge Murphy in March requiring the government to give migrants who have a "final order of removal" at least 15 days to contest deportation to so-called third-party nations.

"Any Class Member who is removed to Libya faces a strong likelihood of imprisonment followed by torture and even disappearance or death," Ms. Realmuto said. "Indeed, given Libya's human rights record, it is inconceivable that Class Members from other countries would ever agree to removal to Libya, but instead would uniformly seek protection from being removed to Libya."

The Trump administration has continued to deport people to so-called third-party countries, despite Judge Murphy's previous order. The administration for example has continued to send Venezuelans to a terrorism prison in El Salvador -- although those cases have been challenged on another legal basis: because the Venezuelans were expelled from the United States under an 18th-century wartime law known as the Alien Enemies Act.

The administration has defended the removals, saying they do not violate the court order because Judge Murphy's ruling applies only to officials in the Department of Homeland Security and those Venezuelan detainees were sent by officials in the Defense Department.

The administration appeared to be using the same playbook as they planned to send migrants to Libya on a military plane. But Judge Murphy also warned last month that his order applied to every federal agency. Each one, he said, including the Pentagon, needed to provide sufficient notice to migrants before removing them to a third nation.

Erika Solomon, Islam Al-Atrash, Hamed Aleaziz and Alan Feuer contributed reporting.
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Biden Blasts Trump in BBC Interview: 'That's Not Who We Are'

The former president stepped up his public re-emergence by attacking President Trump's handling of foreign policy and defending his own decision to seek re-election.

Former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. said his departure from the 2024 presidential campaign had been a "difficult decision." Erin Schaff/The New York Times
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May 07, 2025 at 01:35 PM

Six months after his party lost the presidential election, former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. is stepping back into the public spotlight with a scathing condemnation of his successor and his handling of international affairs.

In his first broadcast interview since leaving the White House, Mr. Biden attacked President Trump's management of the war in Ukraine and his dealings with global allies. Speaking to the BBC, Mr. Biden also defended the timing of his own withdrawal from the 2024 presidential campaign.

The former president singled out some of Mr. Trump's actions on foreign policy -- including his combative meeting in the Oval Office in February with President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine.

"I found it sort of beneath America in the way that it took place," Mr. Biden said of the meeting. He also pointed to calls by Mr. Trump to rename the Gulf of Mexico, take back the Panama Canal and acquire Greenland.

"What the hell's going on here? What president ever talks like that? That's not who we are," Mr. Biden said. "We're about freedom, democracy, opportunity -- not about confiscation."

While he did not mention Mr. Trump by name, his comments were a striking departure from a long tradition in which former presidents decline to criticize the leaders who follow. The attack suggested that Mr. Biden, 82, sees himself as continuing to have a public role in his party, even as many Democrats blame him for their 2024 defeat and want to focus on a new generation of leaders.

While many Democrats consider it politically damaging to focus too much on their last president, Mr. Biden appears inclined to defend his record and to try to shape his legacy.

In his halting speaking style, Mr. Biden boasted of being "so successful on our agenda." He again defended his decision to seek re-election last year despite polling that, even before he began his campaign, showed that many Democrats did not want him to run for a second term.

"I don't think it would have mattered," he said when asked whether he thought he should have quit before his disastrous debate performance in June. "I don't think that would have made much difference."

The interview is part of a public re-emergence by Mr. Biden, who has kept a relatively low profile since leaving the White House in January. In recent weeks, he has been spotted at the opening of "Othello," a popular Broadway show, and at the Vatican for the funeral of Pope Francis.

On Thursday, Mr. Biden is scheduled to appear on ABC's "The View" for another interview, where he is again expected to be asked about Mr. Trump and to defend his own record as president.

Mr. Biden routinely avoided engaging with the news media as both candidate and president, with his staff members going to great lengths to keep him away from reporters. He chose a British outlet to make his post-presidential news media debut followed by a daytime talk show, continuing his tradition of eschewing the traditional American press.

Three weeks ago, he gave a speech to disability advocates in Chicago in which he accused the current administration of "taking a hatchet" to the Social Security Administration and slammed Mr. Trump as doing "damage and destruction" to the benefits program.

In addition to expressing his displeasure at Mr. Trump's leadership, Mr. Biden may also be raising his profile for financial gain.

His speech in Chicago was paid and, according to two people familiar with the matter, he is expected to participate in more speaking engagements in the future. He is also working on a memoir about his time in office and has re-signed with Creative Artists Agency, which represented him from 2017 to 2020.

His family's post-presidential costs have increased since Mr. Trump took office. While Mr. Biden and his wife, Jill Biden, have Secret Service protection for the rest of their lives, Mr. Trump moved in March to revoke protection for their adult children, including Hunter Biden.

As Democrats search for a path forward, they are unlikely to welcome Mr. Biden's reminders about the past.

David Axelrod, an early critic of Mr. Biden's running for a second term, said Mr. Biden's raised public profile could have the opposite effect of what the former president may intend.

"It's understandable that President Biden wants to speak, given all that has transpired since January 20th," said Mr. Axelrod, a former adviser to President Barack Obama. "But it's likely the only person more eager for him to re-emerge is Donald Trump, who brings Biden up seven days a week and twice on Sunday."

For years, Mr. Biden and his aides argued that he was the only Democrat who could defeat Mr. Trump -- despite the party's deep bench of governors, senators and other younger officials. By insisting on seeking re-election, then abruptly bowing out under pressure from his own party, Mr. Biden left Democrats scrambling to remake a billion-dollar presidential campaign for a different candidate over 107 days.

Former Vice President Kamala Harris, who replaced him on the ticket, has told friends that she would have beaten Mr. Trump if she had been given more time to campaign -- the implication being that Mr. Biden should have quit the race earlier.

Other Democrats argue that if Mr. Biden had acknowledged the signs of his aging earlier and declined to run for re-election, their party could have hosted a robust primary race and emerged with a stronger contender to challenge Mr. Trump.

Mr. Biden, who hinted during his 2020 campaign that he would serve only one term, said in the BBC interview that he had been prepared to hand over leadership to the next generation instead of running again. "But things moved so quickly that it made it difficult to walk away," he said, adding, "it was just a difficult decision."

Some of his most loyal aides have insisted that Democrats have only themselves to blame for their loss. Mike Donilon, a longtime adviser, has continued to argue that Mr. Biden was the party's best chance for keeping the White House.

"Lots of people have terrible debates," Mr. Donilon told an audience at Harvard University in February. "Usually, the party doesn't lose its mind. But that's what happened -- it just melted down."

In the BBC interview, Mr. Biden said he was worried about the future of global democracy if allies no longer saw the United States as a reliable leader. He noted that Sweden and Finland had both joined NATO during his presidency, bolstering the alliance. "And in four years we've got a guy who wants to walk away from it all," Mr. Biden said.

"I'm worried that Europe is going to lose confidence in the certainty of America, and the leadership of America in the world," he said.

The possibility that the NATO alliance might be dying is a "grave concern," he said.

"We're the only nation in position to have the capacity to bring people together to lead the world," he said "Otherwise you're going to have China and the former Soviet Union, Russia, stepping up."

If NATO did not exist, Mr. Biden asked at one point, "do you think Putin would have stopped at Ukraine?" He added, apparently referring to Trump administration officials, "I don't understand how they fail to understand that there is strength in alliances."

In his second term, Mr. Trump has often singled out his predecessor for blame -- a New York Times analysis found that he publicly mentioned Mr. Biden's name more than six times a day on average in his first 50 days in office.

Asked whether Mr. Trump was behaving more like a monarch than a president, Mr. Biden put it carefully: "He's not behaving like a Republican president."
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Trump Administration Welcomes World Cup Visitors to Enjoy a Nice, but Brief, Stay

Top officials offered a message that stuck to the Trump administration's focus on minimizing legal immigration and removing those who overstay their visas.

During a meeting of the World Cup task force at the White House on Tuesday, Vice President JD Vance delivered a blunt warning to potential visitors for next year's World Cup not to overstay their visas. Eric Lee/The New York Times
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May 07, 2025 at 07:18 PM

The Trump administration says foreign soccer fans considering attending next year's FIFA World Cup are welcome to visit for a good time, but not a long time.

At a meeting of the World Cup task force at the White House on Tuesday, administration officials extended a conditional welcome to those who would attend the tournament, which the United States is co-hosting with Canada and Mexico.

"Everyone is welcome to come and see this incredible event," Vice President JD Vance said. "But when the time is up, they'll have to go home. Otherwise, they'll have to talk to Secretary Noem," he added, referring to Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, another member of the panel.

Ms. Noem, speaking next, did not pick up Mr. Vance's refrain. But Sean Duffy, the Transportation Secretary, soon echoed his sentiments.

"Go on a road trip. See America," he said to potential visitors. But in the next breath, he added: "Don't overstay your visa. Don't stay too long."

The blunt warnings to tourists not to overstay their visas is in keeping with the Trump administration's approach to foreigners over the last few months, which has included not only deporting immigrants illegally present in the United States, but also efforts to expel or turn away some authorized to be in the country.

The aggressive posture has prompted many countries to issue travel advisories, warning their citizens to be wary when traveling to the United States.

It is not clear whether the Trump administration's approach to foreign visitors will affect the tourism boom a World Cup typically brings.

The World Cup, a quadrennial event in which national soccer teams from across the globe compete for large cash prizes, a gold trophy and international bragging rights, draws in millions of spectators. In 2022, when Qatar hosted the competition, 3.4 million people attended the games, according to FIFA, with more than a million of those traveling from abroad. 

Nearly a dozen U.S. cities and metropolitan areas stand to benefit from the influx of visitors by hosting games next year: Atlanta, Boston, Dallas, Houston, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Miami, New York/New Jersey, Philadelphia, Seattle and the San Francisco Bay Area. The World Cup final will take place in MetLife Stadium, home to New York's two N.F.L. teams, the Giants and the Jets.

Canada will host games in Toronto and Vancouver, while Mexico will host games in Guadalajara, Mexico City and Monterrey.

Mr. Trump indicated during the task force's meeting on Tuesday that he was keenly aware of the World Cup's economic potential, noting that "these events, if done properly, make a tremendous amount of money and prestige." He signaled that he would support congressional efforts to budget $625 million for enhanced security around the games, of which there will be more than in past competitions: The 2026 World Cup will include 48 teams, up from 32. Seventy-eight of the 104 games will be in the United States. 

Mr. Trump himself did not offer any admonitions to would-be visitors, but had a stern warning when asked whether pro-Palestinian protesters might have difficulty attending.

"I think people are allowed to protest," he said. "You have to do it in a reasonable manner -- not necessarily friendly but reasonable -- otherwise Pam will come after you and you're going to have a big problem," he added, referring to Pam Bondi, the attorney general. Ms. Bondi was present at the meeting, but did not address reporters.

The Trump administration has been trying to deport a number of foreign nationals, including at least one green card holder, who participated in pro-Palestinian activism on campus, as part of a crackdown that has inspired widespread debate about First Amendment rights. But displays of Palestinian solidarity are common at World Cup games.

In the 2022 World Cup, members of Morocco's team held up Palestinian flags as they celebrated their victory over Spain. Fans unfurled giant banners featuring the Palestinian flag and the words "Free Palestine" during games between Tunisia and Australia and the Netherlands and Qatar. And pro-Palestinian chants were commonplace at many matches.

Ms. Noem said that her department had already started processing travel documents and visa applications for a new FIFA-sponsored competition of club teams, which will be played in the United States this summer. She said that event would be a precursor for the 2026 World Cup, and that the administration would put "all hands on deck to make sure this goes smoothly."

Mr. Trump has entrusted stewardship of the 2026 World Cup to Andrew Giuliani, the son of Rudolph W. Giuliani, the former mayor of New York City who previously served as a lawyer for Mr. Trump. The president named the younger Giuliani the task force's executive director on Tuesday.

Andrew Giuliani was a special assistant and an assistant director of the White House's Office of Public Liaison during Mr. Trump's first term. His history as a professional golfer has earned him accolades from Mr. Trump.
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Johnson Rules Out an Aggressive Plan to Cut Medicaid as G.O.P. Moderates Waver

The Republican speaker's decision underscored the resistance in his party to politically painful reductions to the program, and drew a backlash from the hard right, which is demanding deep cuts.

Speaker Mike Johnson said on Tuesday that House Republicans would not pursue one of the more aggressive options for cutting costs of the Medicaid program. Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times



By Catie Edmondson and Margot Sanger-Katz
Reporting from the Capitol


May 07, 2025 at 04:54 PM

Speaker Mike Johnson has dropped one of the most aggressive options the G.O.P. was considering to cut Medicaid costs to help pay for President Trump's domestic agenda, bowing to pressure from politically vulnerable Republicans and underscoring the deep party divisions imperiling the plan.

Leaving his office on Tuesday night after meeting with a group of more moderate members, Mr. Johnson told reporters that House Republicans had ruled out lowering the amount the federal government pays states to care for working-age adults who became eligible for the program through the Affordable Care Act's Medicaid expansion.

Mr. Johnson also suggested he was leaning against another way of reducing spending on Medicaid, by changing the way the federal government pays states -- currently by providing a percentage of beneficiaries' medical bills -- to a flat fee per person.

"I think we're ruling that out as well, but stay tuned," the speaker said.

The retreat was an acknowledgment that many House Republicans viewed the ideas -- both of which would create large state budget shortfalls -- as politically toxic. It also underscored how difficult it will be for Mr. Johnson's conference to find Medicaid cuts that hit the spending targets Republicans set for themselves and also win enough votes to pass.

Ultraconservative Republicans quickly vented their opposition, in a public reminder that Mr. Johnson's efforts to stave off a revolt of mainstream lawmakers could cost him crucial support from his right flank. That could doom Mr. Trump's vast tax and spending cut plan in the House, where the speaker can afford to lose fewer than a handful of votes.

"Well - I haven't ruled it out," Representative Chip Roy, Republican of Texas, declared on social media after Mr. Johnson's comments on Tuesday night about abandoning the idea of cutting back on federal payments for some Medicaid beneficiaries. "It's necessary to stop robbing from the vulnerable to fund the able-bodied."

And as if to drive home the point of Mr. Johnson's challenging balancing act, a group of 32 conservatives sent him a letter on Wednesday insisting that they would support the reconciliation bill only if it does not add to the deficit. That means that if Republicans fail to come up with enough spending cuts, they would also have to accept a smaller tax cut to compensate.

"The deficit reduction target must be met with real, enforceable spending cuts -- not budget gimmicks," they wrote in the letter, led by Representative Lloyd K. Smucker of Pennsylvania, a member of the Ways and Means Committee.

House Republicans are laboring to identify roughly $2 trillion in spending cuts to help offset both the 2017 tax cuts they want to extend and the new tax cuts they want to pass in their reconciliation bill. The biggest challenge so far has centered on the Medicaid program, which provides health insurance to 72 million poor and disabled Americans.

The House budget plan calls for $880 billion in cuts from the committee that oversees the program, a target that would be difficult to achieve without substantial changes. If House Republicans cannot agree on policies that comply with the instructions, the entire package could be doomed.

Abruptly reducing federal funding for the program by paying less in the 40 states and the District of Columbia that have expanded Medicaid under Obamacare would have saved an estimated $710 billion over a decade, according to new estimates released by the Congressional Budget Office on Wednesday.

That would have cut funding to state governments, which would have been left with difficult choices. Nine states have passed laws that would cause them to automatically drop coverage for the expansion population if federal funding declines, and three others have provisions that would force an immediate legislative review.

Other states would need to make up the money in some other way -- by cutting benefits or payments to medical providers, raising taxes or cutting other state functions. As a result of those changes, the budget office estimated that the policy would cause 5.5 million Americans to lose their Medicaid coverage and 2.4 million Americans to become uninsured.

The Obamacare expansion extended health benefits to poor, childless adults without disabilities, a population that many Republican lawmakers consider less worthy of resources than other populations Medicaid serves, such as poor children, pregnant women and Americans who live in nursing homes. But other Republicans see this population as a core constituency, as working-class voters have become a growing component of the party's electoral coalition.

Some conservatives like Mr. Roy have argued that uniting around cutting the Affordable Care Act, a program their party detests, should be the bare minimum for Republicans looking to raise revenue for Mr. Trump's agenda.

"I've got a bunch of my colleagues running around saying, 'Well, we can't touch Medicaid,'" Mr. Roy said in a speech on the House floor. "Why can't we? Medicaid was expanded under Obamacare, which we all opposed, and the Medicaid expansion was a big reason why we opposed it."

But many of Mr. Roy's colleagues, especially those in politically competitive seats, do not agree. The cuts would be particularly damaging in wealthier Democratic-led states, such as California and New York, where Republicans have been elected in districts where many constituents use Medicaid.

"I will never support cuts to Medicaid, Medicare or Social Security that are not specifically aimed at reducing waste, fraud or abuse," said Representative Jeff Van Drew, Republican of New Jersey.

But without any such cuts, Republicans are left with a dwindling set of options that would allow them to meet their $880 billion target. Medicaid reforms with broad support across the caucus, such as requiring beneficiaries to prove they are employed in order to keep their benefits, would not reduce spending by nearly as much.

Another option under consideration, limiting taxes on hospitals and other complex financing maneuvers that states use to increase federal spending on the program, would tend to disadvantage states led by Republicans. The budget office estimated it would reduce the deficit by around $668 billion and cause 3.9 million more people to become uninsured.

Mr. Trump has also recently expressed a reluctance to make any major cuts to Medicaid, and has repeated several times that the program should not be "touched." A White House official said Mr. Trump was pushing for stronger discounts on prescription drugs used in Medicaid, an alternative that would avoid some of the political pitfalls but may not save enough to comply with the budget language.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/us/politics/medicaid-cuts-house-republicans-johnson.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




$750 Million to Be Paid to Women Who Were Sexually Abused by Doctor

The settlement with Columbia University and NewYork-Presbyterian pushes the total bill for Robert A. Hadden's actions to nearly $1 billion.

Robert A. Hadden, a former gynecologist, abused patients, including children, for two decades starting in the early 1990s.  Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Liam Stack



May 06, 2025 at 07:55 PM

Columbia University and NewYork-Presbyterian have agreed to pay $750 million to hundreds of women who were sexually abused by a former doctor who preyed upon patients at prestigious New York hospitals for two decades.

The agreement brings to roughly $1 billion the amount paid for the wrongdoing of the doctor, Robert A. Hadden, coming after earlier settlements in which his former employers agreed to pay victims more than $200 million.

Mr. Hadden was convicted of sex crimes in 2023. Laurie Maldonado, a former patient and spokeswoman for his victims, said in a statement that this week's civil settlement "is not about money -- it's about accountability."

"Columbia University enabled sadistic abuse, and now, they've been forced to face the truth," she said. "We hope this sends a clear message to every institution: Survivors will not be silenced, and those who protect abusers will be held responsible."

NewYork-Presbyterian referred messages seeking comment to Columbia, which said in a statement that the settlement announced this week was "another step forward in our ongoing work and commitment to repair harm and support survivors" of Mr. Hadden's abuse.

"We deeply regret the pain that his patients suffered," the university said. "We commend the survivors for their bravery in coming forward."

Anthony T. DiPietro, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, said the settlement was approved on Monday by the New York Supreme Court, and involved 576 women who were abused by Mr. Hadden over roughly two decades.

"We started this litigation 13 years ago, back in 2012, which is before most people even heard of #MeToo," Mr. DiPietro said in an interview. "It has been a long road."

Prosecutors said that Mr. Hadden, a former gynecologist, had abused dozens of patients since the early 1990s, including children. But the number of victims compensated by his former employers has grown into the hundreds.

Mr. Hadden has not worked as a doctor since 2012, when he was first arrested after a patient called the police and said he had sexually touched her during a medical exam.

Before that, he had spent decades employed by two of New York's elite hospitals. Prosecutors said he used the air of authority provided by his affiliations and white lab coat to convince women that his abusive acts were medically necessary.

The survivors of his abuse have included prominent New Yorkers, including Evelyn Yang, the wife of the former presidential candidate and New York mayoral candidate Andrew Yang, who said she had been assaulted by Mr. Hadden when she was seven months pregnant.

In 2016, after he had been accused of abuse by 19 patients, Mr. Hadden agreed to a plea deal with the Manhattan district attorney's office, then under Cyrus R. Vance Jr. The deal allowed Mr. Hadden to avoid prison time, but required him to give up his medical license and plead guilty to lesser charges.

He was convicted in 2023 of inducing four patients to cross state lines for examinations, during which he sexually assaulted them, and sentenced to 20 years in prison by a federal court.

After he was convicted that year, Columbia agreed to measures meant to address the harm caused by his abuse.

It said it would work with a third-party investigator to "thoroughly examine the circumstances and failures" that allowed Mr. Hadden to abuse patients for so long, and also established a $100 million settlement fund last year. That fund recently extended the deadline for survivors to submit a claim to May 15.

Mr. DiPietro said "it seems like this could be" the final settlement in the long-running case against Mr. Hadden, but that the nature of abuse investigations made that hard to know for certain.

"I wouldn't be surprised if there were more patients impacted who have not come forward yet," he said.
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Trump Administration Is Said to Target Park Service Grants

Dozens of programs, many linked to climate change and diversity, have been designated for elimination by DOGE, according to people with knowledge of the plan.

The Exit Glacier overlook in the Kenai Fjords National Park, Alaska. The sign at left marks the extent of the ice in 2010. Christopher Miller for The New York Times



By Lisa Friedman



May 07, 2025 at 04:28 PM

The Trump administration has earmarked dozens of National Park Service grants for elimination, including several that aim to protect public lands from the effects of climate change, according to an internal agency document detailing the plans.

A spreadsheet of grants likely to be canceled claims the cuts could save $26 million by canceling grants to universities, state historic preservation offices, tribes and youth corps.

It was developed by Conor Fennessy, a staff member in Elon Musk's Department of Government Efficiency, according to two people with direct knowledge of the plan. Similar lists of grant eliminations are being developed in other parts of the Department of the Interior, according to the two people, who requested anonymity for fear of retribution.

At the National Park Service, the DOGE plan proposes eliminating Scientists in Parks, a popular program that places students and early-career scientists at natural and historic landmarks to help protect ecosystems.

Also on the chopping block: a $67,000 climate resiliency study on lands surrounding the Golden Gate National Recreation Area; a $223,000 study of the impact of climate change on Alaska's glaciers; watershed protection efforts across the country; and a $220,000 project to protect the Louisiana State University "campus mounds," two dome-shaped structures created by Native Americans thousands of years ago.

The reason given for shuttering those programs, according to the document, is "Climate change/Sustainability," indicating they were singled out because they touch on an issue the Trump administration has opposed addressing.

Others are listed for potential elimination because of "D.E.I.," or diversity, equity and inclusion, which the Trump administration also opposes.

Grants for termination listed as D.E.I. include funding $462,000 worth of improvements at a park in Washington State to better accommodate children with disabilities, and $198,000 to the Santa Monica Mountains Fund, a nonprofit group, to mentor college students.

Also on the list, a $58,000 grant to the State Historical Society of Colorado to survey properties associated with gay and transgender history for possible nominations to the National Register of Historic Places.

The Trump administration listed its reason for canceling the grant as: "LGBQ."

Elizabeth Peace, a spokeswoman for the Interior Department, declined to comment on specific grant eliminations. She said in a statement that the agency was committed to fiscal responsibility.

"We are eliminating wasteful programs, cutting unnecessary costs and ensuring every dollar serves a clear purpose," Ms. Peace said. She added, "By streamlining operations and focusing resources on conservation, responsible energy development and public land protection, we are prioritizing taxpayers while upholding our mission."

Kristen Brengel, senior vice president of government affairs for the National Parks Conservation Association, a nonprofit group that advocates on behalf of parks, said the agency was saving very little money while losing a wealth of knowledge and expertise.

"It's penny-wise and pound-foolish," she said. "It's amazing when you look at the dollars on all of these projects at how much the Park Service is accomplishing with so little money."

Ms. Brengel said cuts to climate change studies would hurt the park-visiting public.

"The research that goes on in national parks is essential for how we're assessing the conditions of our land, air and water in the country," she said, adding, "This isn't about the politics of climate change, it's about public safety and public health."

The possibility of grant terminations comes as the Trump administration is planning deep cuts at the Department of Interior. The agency, which manages more than 500 million acres of public lands across the United States, could see its budget cut by roughly 30.5 percent, or $5.1 billion.

It also is undergoing a reorganization that has raised concerns among Democrats on Capitol Hill.

In April, Interior Secretary Doug Burgum signed an order that critics said hands broad decision-making authority over the agency to DOGE.

In it, he assigned the job of overseeing the department's budget, human resources, contracting, federal financial assistance, and information technology to the agency's assistant secretary for policy, management and budget. The authority of that position was delegated to Tyler Hassen, a former member of DOGE, in March.

Senator Martin Heinrich of New Mexico, the top Democrat on the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, sent a letter to Mr. Burgum on Wednesday calling the delegation of responsibilities "extremely troubling" and seeking answers about Mr. Hassen's role.

"Delegating sweeping authorities and responsibilities to a non-Senate confirmed person in violation of the Vacancies Reform Act is baffling and extremely troubling," Mr. Heinrich said.

He asked for details on Mr. Hassen's role as well as information about grants that have been terminated and employees who have left the agency amid DOGE efforts to cut the size of the federal work force.

The Vacancies Reform Act is a law that Congress passed in 1998 that governs who can serve temporarily in positions that require presidential appointment and Senate confirmation.

Ms. Peace said the agency did not comment on congressional letters. But she said Mr. Burgum's order ensured "that President Donald J. Trump's executive order to restore accountability to the American public is carried out."

She said the agency would "continue to prioritize retaining first responders, parks services and energy production employees."
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Republican Gives Up Fight to Overturn Defeat in N.C. Judicial Race

Three counts showed that the incumbent, a Democrat, won the State Supreme Court election last fall. But Judge Jefferson Griffin tried for months to reverse his loss through the courts.

Judge Jefferson Griffin said he would not appeal a federal court ruling that ordered the state elections board to certify the victory of the Democratic incumbent, Justice Allison Riggs. Robert Willett/The News & Observer, via Associated Press



By Eduardo Medina



May 07, 2025 at 03:48 PM

A six-month battle over a North Carolina Supreme Court seat ended on Wednesday when the Republican challenger, who had embarked on an extraordinary effort to throw out thousands of votes, conceded the race.

The challenger, Judge Jefferson Griffin, said in a statement that he would not appeal a federal court ruling issued on Monday that ordered the state elections board to certify the victory of the Democratic incumbent, Justice Allison Riggs.

Justice Allison Riggs spoke at a rally in Raleigh, N.C., last month, where voters protested efforts by her opponent to overturn her election victory. Cornell Watson for The New York Times


"While I do not fully agree with the District Court's analysis, I respect the court's holding -- just as I have respected every judicial tribunal that has heard this case," Mr. Griffin said. "I will not appeal the court's decision."

Two recounts affirmed that Justice Riggs won the race by a margin of 734 votes, out of the more than 5.5 million ballots cast. The results of the race are the last in the nation to be certified from the 2024 election.

"After millions of dollars spent, more than 68,000 voters at risk of losing their votes, thousands of volunteers mobilized, hundreds of legal documents filed, and immeasurable damage done to our democracy, I'm glad the will of the voters was finally heard, six months and two days after Election Day," Justice Riggs said in a statement.

Judge Griffin, who currently sits on the North Carolina Court of Appeals, said on Wednesday that "as a judge, I believe everybody, myself included, has a right to their day in court."

"This effort," he added, "has always been about upholding the rule of law and making sure that every legal vote in an election is counted."

The case tested the boundaries of post-election litigation, and drew criticism from democracy watchdog groups, liberals and even some conservatives across the state, who worried about setting a dangerous precedent.

Politically, North Carolina is one of the most fractious states in the nation. Last fall, its voters handed the state to President Trump in the presidential race but elected a Democrat, Josh Stein, as governor. The Republican-controlled legislature has recently stripped power from Democratic officials, including taking away from the governor the power to appoint the members of the elections board and giving it instead to the state auditor, a Republican.

Voting rights experts have said that regardless of the outcome, the unusual series of challenges from Judge Griffin, and the courts' openness to entertaining them, may have paved the way for similar challenges in future close elections, as President Trump and his supporters try to erode confidence in the integrity of American elections.

Judge Griffin began his fight by arguing that more than 65,000 ballots that were cast in the election should not be counted because of eligibility issues. He filed a protest with the State Board of Elections after the board twice certified Judge Riggs's victory. (The total number of ballots in question fluctuated over time as the case wound its way through the election board and the courts.)

Among the ballots Judge Griffin challenged were those cast by thousands of military and overseas voters, on the grounds that they had not submitted a photo ID or an ID exception form with their absentee ballots -- even though the voters were exempted from those requirements before the election.

Judge Griffin also challenged the ballots of nearly 300 voters who he said were "Never Residents," meaning they did not live in North Carolina but were registered to vote there. The "Never Residents" category typically includes North Carolinians who are working overseas and the children of military parents from North Carolina who turn 18 while their family is stationed abroad. North Carolina passed a law in 2011 allowing such people to vote in the state's elections.

In April, the State Supreme Court, which has a 5-to-2 Republican majority, partially agreed with Judge Griffin, ruling that the eligibility of military and overseas voters who cast ballots in the election should be verified, and that the votes from "Never Residents" should be thrown out. Justice Riggs, who has recused herself from the case, appealed the ruling to the federal courts.

Lawyers for Judge Griffin said they were trying to enforce laws that the Board of Elections had failed to apply. The North Carolina Republican Party supported Judge Griffin's challenge. Matt Mercer, a spokesman for the state party, said in a statement that "Judge Griffin deserves the appreciation of every North Carolinian for highlighting the appalling mismanagement" of the state elections board.

Judge Griffin's critics noted that the ballots in question were included in certified counts for every other race in the state last November, and likened his challenge to trying to change the rules after the game has been played.

The federal judge -- a Trump appointee -- who ordered the elections board on Monday to certify the race agreed with that argument. He ruled that the "retroactive invalidation" of military and overseas ballots would be a violation of those voters' due process rights.

The stakes in the race were high. North Carolina's legislative district maps are among the most gerrymandered in the country -- they now heavily favor Republicans -- and the State Supreme Court decides whether to uphold or overturn them.

As Judge Griffin persisted with his challenge and some courts accepted his argument, many of the affected voters grew concerned about the prospect of having to verify their ballots, and asked how doing that would even work, especially for members of the military stationed overseas and their families.

Billboards across the state, sponsored by voting rights groups, labeled Judge Griffin a power-hungry election stealer. Thousands of protesters gathered in Raleigh, the state capitol, on several occasions, holding up signs that read "She won!" and "Stop the steal!"

Anderson Clayton, the chairwoman of the North Carolina Democratic Party, said in a statement on Wednesday that Justice Riggs's victory belonged "to every voter who deserves confidence that their voice will be heard when they cast their ballot."

Jeff Jackson, the attorney general of North Carolina, whose office led the legal defense of the Board of Elections, said that from the beginning, Judge Griffin's challenge "was an attempt to twist the law to reverse the outcome of a legitimate election."

"This attack didn't work," Mr. Jackson said. "But there's a real risk that other losing candidates might try the same attack in the future."
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Texas Attorney General Announces Vote Fraud and 'Harvesting' Charges

A county judge, two City Council members and a former county election administrator are among Ken Paxton's targets as he elevates his "election integrity" accusations to criminality.

The office of the Texas attorney general, Ken Paxton, conducted raids last year as part of a sprawling voter fraud inquiry in Latino enclaves near San Antonio and in South Texas. Anna Watts for The New York Times



By Edgar Sandoval
Reporting from San Antonio


May 07, 2025 at 07:52 PM

A half-dozen people, including a county judge, two City Council members and a former county election administrator, were indicted in Texas on Wednesday for "vote harvesting" and tampering with evidence, elevating Attorney General Ken Paxton's charges of voter fraud by mostly Latino Democrats to a criminal level.

The charges surprised Latino voting rights activists, who had insisted that a series of law enforcement raids on political operatives and voting organizers, some who were in their 70s and 80s, appeared to have been political. The raids last August by Mr. Paxton's office were part of a sprawling voter fraud inquiry in Latino enclaves near San Antonio and in South Texas, conducted by Mr. Paxton's "election integrity unit."

At the time, the League of United Latin American Citizens, one of the nation's oldest Latino civil rights organizations, said that officers conducting the raids took cellphones, computers and documents. An 87-year-old retired educator described heavily armed officers barging into her home and taking personal items.

LULAC leaders accused the famously conservative attorney general of trying to suppress Latino voters and asked the Justice Department to investigate the raids.

Now, five people, all with ties to Democratic candidates, are accused of illegal vote harvesting, which usually involves knocking on doors and asking if volunteers can deliver completed absentee or mail-in ballots to voting centers or ballot drop boxes.

In 2021, Gov. Greg Abbott signed an overhaul of Texas election laws which included new restrictions on vote harvesting, making it illegal to deliver a ballot for a third party. Many activists fear that the exchange of money, such as money for gas, to help deliver a ballot or cast a vote could also be considered illegal. Wednesday's indictment accused officials of using CashApp to pay one person to engage another to collect ballots.

It was unclear if other arrests were pending.

"I think this is all part of voter suppression," said Lidia Martinez, who was 87 last year when nine officers, some with guns, raided her home in San Antonio. She was not among the indicted.

Officials with LULAC said on Wednesday that they needed to study the indictments before commenting for this article.

The investigation stemmed from a referral from Audrey Gossett Louis, a Republican district attorney from the 81st Judicial District, which includes Atascosa and Frio Counties, where Mr. Paxton's office conducted some of the raids. 

Mr. Paxton's election integrity unit was created after Donald J. Trump made false claims of fraud in the wake of the 2020 election, and Republican-led states sought to crack down on supposed voter crime. Experts have found that voter fraud remains rare.

According to a statement by Mr. Paxton's office, a grand jury returned indictments against Rochelle Camacho, the county judge of Frio County; Carlos Segura, a former elections administrator for Frio; Ramiro Trevino and Racheal Garza, council members for the city of Pearsall; Adriann Ramirez, a trustee with the school district in Pearsall; and Rosa Rodriguez, who is described as an "alleged Frio County vote harvester." 

Reached by phone on Wednesday, Mr. Segura said, "The charges are ridiculous," adding that he was advised by his lawyer not to comment further.

It was unclear Wednesday afternoon if most of those facing indictments had legal representation.

"The people of Texas deserve fair and honest elections, not backroom deals and political insiders rigging the system," Mr. Paxton said in a statement. "Elected officials who think they can cheat to stay in power will be held accountable. No one is above the law." 

Mr. Paxton, who is challenging Texas' senior senator, John Cornyn, in next year's Senate primary, said his office would "continue to work with Frio County District Attorney Audrey Louis to protect the integrity of our elections."

According to the indictments, most of the officials are accused of providing some sort of monetary compensation "in exchange for vote harvesting services." Ms. Ramirez faces the most charges, three counts of vote harvesting. The indictment for Judge Camacho remained sealed.

Mr. Segura is charged with tampering with evidence. In the indictment, he is accused of "knowingly" concealing documents and records, applications for mail-in ballots and carrier envelopes, "with intent to impair the availability of the documents and records as evidence in any subsequent investigation related to the offense."

Not included in the list of indicted was Manuel Medina, a local campaign consultant who was closely involved with the Tejano Democrats, a group that pushes for Hispanic representation in the Democratic Party. The raid last summer on Mr. Medina's home gained national attention.

According to an affidavit used to seek the search warrant, an investigator obtained a recorded conversation in which Mr. Medina discussed collecting -- or "harvesting" -- ballots on behalf of a local candidate.

Court records show that agents with Mr. Paxton's office spent seven hours at Mr. Medina's house and seized papers, documents, photographs of family and others, as well as about 65 cellphones and 41 computers and storage devices.

Ms. Martinez described feeling terrified as the agents, seven of them men, pushed her door open and marched past a living room wall decorated with crucifixes. On Wednesday, as news of the indictments spread, she expressed relief that she was not facing criminal charges. 

Ms. Martinez said she was asked if she had done any voting volunteer work in Frio County. She said no, and she did not hear from investigators again.

"They left me alone," she said, adding, "This has been very stressful."

Kitty Bennett contributed research.
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About 80 Pro-Palestinian Activists Arrested in Columbia Library Takeover

The protesters had appeared to be attempting to rekindle the movement that swept the campus last spring.

Video: Pro-Palestinian Protesters Occupy Columbia University Library

Dozens of pro-Palestinian protesters clashed with public safety officers while rallying in a Columbia University library on Wednesday.


By Sharon Otterman



May 07, 2025 at 09:32 PM

About 80 pro-Palestinian demonstrators were arrested on Wednesday evening after occupying part of the main library on Columbia University's campus in an attempt to rekindle the protest movement that swept the campus last spring, the police said Thursday morning.

The protesters, wearing masks and kaffiyehs, had burst through a security gate shortly after 3 p.m. and hung banners in the soaring main room of Butler Library's second floor, renaming the space "the Basel Al-Araj Popular University," according to the demonstrators and witnesses at the library.

Columbia security guards blocked them from leaving unless they showed their identification, causing an hourslong standoff. Outside the library, crowds gathered, leading to a chaotic scene. By about 7 p.m., Columbia administrators had called the New York City police back to campus for the first time since the occupation of Hamilton Hall, another campus building, in April 2024.

"Requesting the presence of the N.Y.P.D. is not the outcome we wanted, but it was absolutely necessary to secure the safety of our community," Claire Shipman, the acting president of the university, wrote in a statement.

Claire Shipman, the acting president of Columbia University, departs Butler Library on Wednesday after pro-Palestinian demonstrators occupied the building. Bing Guan for The New York Times


Ms. Shipman said that two public safety officers had been injured during a crowd surge outside the library, when some people had tried to force their way in. Several protesters also appeared to have been injured.

The protest comes as the Trump administration has been cracking down on Columbia over what it calls its failure to protect Jewish students from harassment, cutting more than $400 million in federal research funding to the school. The university has been under enormous pressure to stem disruptive pro-Palestinian protests, particularly those that call for an end to the state of Israel.

The tense situation that unfolded around the library over several hours on Wednesday threatened to complicate ongoing negotiations between the Trump administration and Columbia officials seeking the restoration of federal funding.

The scene at the library grew more chaotic as the day progressed, and at least one protester was taken out of the building on a stretcher. Bing Guan for The New York Times


"While Columbia students try to study for finals, they're being bombarded with chants for a 'global intifada,'" Representative Elise Stefanik, a Republican lawmaker pushing for universities to do more to protect Jewish students, posted on social media. "Not a single taxpayer dollar should go to a university that allows chaos, antisemitism, and civil rights violations on its campus."

The demonstrators had pushed past a library security guard, carrying tote bags and backpacks, before heading up the stairs to the main reading room, video posted on social media showed. After chanting pro-Palestinian slogans for about an hour, some of the protesters tried to leave but were prevented by the row of Columbia public safety officers, who held them in the room until they identified themselves.

The disruption was limited to a single reading room, a university spokeswoman said.  A statement from Columbia said that the protesters would face consequences.

Some protesters still in the library on Wednesday evening shouted through megaphones to the crowd outside. Marco Postigo Storel for The New York Times


"It is completely unacceptable that some individuals are choosing to disrupt academic activities as our students are studying and preparing for final exams," the statement said.

Public security officers evacuated students not involved in the disruption from the library, which was filled with people studying. Hundreds of onlookers gathered outside the library, and some protesters tried to push their way in through the main doors.

Just before 5:20 p.m., a group of seven people was released through the back exit of the library on 114th Street. They were free to go, presumably after having their identification checked. A few minutes later, a protester was brought out in handcuffs by the university's public safety department, which now employs several dozen peace officers who are empowered to make arrests.

Security officers locked the doors to the library with handcuffs. Bing Guan for The New York Times


The scene became increasingly tumultuous. A building fire alarm began sounding at 5:35 p.m. before going quiet a few minutes later. Some protesters still in the library shouted through megaphones to the crowd outside. There appeared to be at least one injury, with a protester taken out on a stretcher through the back entrance of the library. The person was covered with a white sheet to conceal their identity and had an ice pack held up to their arm.

As 6 p.m. approached, a demonstration in support of the protesters began gathering nearby at Broadway and 114th Street. Police officers assembled metal barricades. The protesters inside the university gates and outside at 114th Street chanted in unison: "No cops, no K.K.K., no fascist U.S.A."

After Ms. Shipman authorized the police to enter the private campus, events unfolded quickly. At 7:25 p.m., about 30 protesters were escorted out of the building and loaded into police buses by officers in riot gear. The crowd chanted, "Free, free Palestine." More demonstrators were escorted out, their hands restrained behind them with zip ties.

Police officers and demonstrators pushed against a barricade outside Columbia on Wednesday. Marco Postigo Storel for The New York Times


Inside the library, dozens of demonstrators linked arms as police officers arrived and took them into custody, video showed. The police said that they had responded to a trespassing situation at Columbia and that charges for about 80 people were pending as of Thursday morning.

Columbia has taken many steps to try keep demonstrations under control this academic year, including closing the gates to the main campus to anyone unaffiliated with the university and threatening serious discipline for those who break rules. In part for that reason, the pro-Palestinian movement at Columbia has splintered.

Columbia University Apartheid Divest, the group that organized the occupation of the library, once attracted a wide array of antiwar protesters, but has become smaller and more extreme in its rhetoric. Its leaders, who do not publicize their identities, now publish manifestoes supporting armed resistance by members of groups that United States authorities consider terrorist organizations.

Demonstrators who occupied the main library at Columbia were taken into custody on Wednesday. Bing Guan for The New York Times


The person for whom demonstrators renamed the library on Wednesday is a Palestinian revolutionary icon who was accused by Israel of planning a large-scale attack and was killed by Israeli forces in 2017. Part of the statement that demonstrators published on Wednesday called on students "to propagate the successes of the heroic Palestinian armed resistance in weakening Israel and U.S. imperialism and inspiring anti-imperialist struggles around the world."

Anvee Bhutani, Chelsia Rose Marcius, Wesley Parnell and Sharla Steinman contributed reporting.
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Helicopter Broke Apart Before Crashing Into Hudson River, Report Says

A preliminary report from the National Transportation Safety Board did not provide an explanation for the crash, which left six people dead.

The helicopter's rotor system and tail boom were recovered in about 30 feet of water, north of where its fuselage was found, the report said. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times



By Patrick McGeehan
Patrick McGeehan has covered several fatal helicopter crashes in and around New York City.


May 07, 2025 at 10:21 PM

The sightseeing helicopter that crashed into the Hudson River last month, killing all six people aboard, suddenly broke into three pieces before dropping into the water, according to a preliminary report released by federal investigators on Wednesday.

The report, from the National Transportation Safety Board, provided no explanation for the helicopter's midair destruction. It simply laid out some of the facts that investigators gathered immediately after the tragedy on April 10 that left the pilot and a family of five Spanish tourists dead.

The helicopter, a Bell 206L-4 LongRanger operated by New York Helicopter Tours, had been flying at about 110 miles an hour over the river that afternoon, at an altitude of 625 feet to 650 feet, before it rose to about 675 and then descended rapidly, the report said. In the next seven seconds, it fell more than 550 feet before it splashed into the water without its rotor blades or tail at about 3:15 p.m.

Witnesses described hearing "several loud bangs" from the helicopter before it broke up and descended into the river, the report said.

The fatal crash, one of several in the last 15 years in and around New York City, has led to calls for more restrictions on sightseeing flights or outright bans on them. But the airspace is controlled by the Federal Aviation Administration, which has been reluctant to limit access.

The passengers were Agustin Escobar; his wife, Merce Camprubi Montal; and their three children, Agustin, 10; Merce, 8; and Victor, 4. The pilot, Seankese Johnson, 36, a U.S. Navy veteran who had recently started flying excursions for New York Helicopter Tours, also died.

The helicopter had taken off from a port in Lower Manhattan, looped around the Statue of Liberty and headed up the river. It made a U-turn near the George Washington Bridge and was flying back on the New Jersey side of the river when it crashed.

The pilot was on the eighth flight of his first day of work after 10 regularly scheduled days off, the report said. He had a commercial pilot certificate and had logged more than 790 hours of flight time, including about 50 hours at the controls of a Bell 206L-4, it said.

The report said that the helicopter "suddenly separated into three major sections" -- the fuselage that held the passengers and pilot, the main rotor system and the tail boom. The rotor system and tail boom were recovered in about 30 feet of water, north of where the fuselage was found, the report said.

The investigation was hampered by the helicopter's lack of video or data recording devices. Photos of the pilot taken just before the helicopter departed showed that he was wearing "computer-augmented sunglasses" that were capable of recording video and audio, the report said. But those sunglasses were not recovered.

A final, more conclusive report from the safety board is expected, but it is likely to take several months to prepare.
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Real ID Rolls Out With Worries and Warnings, but Few Delays

Many passengers showed up at airports early for extra screening or brought passports, easing fears that the long-postponed deadline would turn into a travel nightmare.

Video: 



By Christine Chung, Michael Levenson, Robert Chiarito, Nate Schweber and Coral Murphy Marcos



May 07, 2025 at 04:41 PM

The signs inside Terminal B at LaGuardia Airport told the story on Wednesday: "Real ID, Enhanced, Passport" with an arrow pointing to the right, and "All Others" with an arrow pointing to the left.

After years of warnings and postponements, "all others" are no longer enough to make it past airport security checkpoints. Travelers are now required to flash a federally compliant Real ID, a passport or another approved form of identification to board domestic flights.

At LaGuardia, waits were minimal, and throughout the morning and afternoon the entire security process took under five minutes. Many passengers arrived up to three hours early, heeding warnings of delays or complications from the Real ID rollout. A large number of Transportation Security Administration employees, airport staff and police officers flanked the security entrance, advising travelers to prepare their IDs.

Arthur Perlman, 61, a former teacher from Queens who described himself as "slightly worried," came four hours early for his flight to Texas. He had recently gotten a state ID card and presumed it was a Real ID.

Signs warned passengers at LaGuardia Airport that they would need compliant ID cards or face additional screening starting Wednesday. Dave Sanders for The New York Times

Arthur Perlman, from Queens, arrived at LaGuardia four hours early on Wednesday for his flight to Texas. He realized at the last minute that his new state ID card wasn't compliant and brought his passport. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


But it had neither a star nor an American flag, meaning it was not compliant. "A week ago, I thought about it and went, 'Oh my God!'" he said. "I did a reality check."

He briefly panicked, until he learned that a passport is also valid. He had brought that to LaGuardia.

Real ID enforcement comes after 15 years of delays driven by states' concerns over privacy and steep costs as well as the Covid-19 pandemic. Despite all the warnings and postponed deadlines, the government has still struggled to persuade people to get Real IDs.

States reported varying rates of Real ID compliance ahead of Wednesday's deadline. In California, it was more than half of all driver's licenses or ID cards. In Pennsylvania, it was 28 percent.

Travelers also received mixed messages about what to expect at airport security checkpoints when the deadline arrived. While the T.S.A. repeatedly stated that full enforcement would begin on Wednesday, Kristi Noem, the secretary of homeland security, said on Tuesday that travelers who didn't have a Real ID-compliant document would still be allowed to fly, after additional screening.

Anthony Harris, a 19-year-old student at Hampton University in Virginia, had flown into Chicago Midway International Airport early Wednesday morning without a Real ID.

Anthony Harris, a 19-year-old student at Hampton University in Virginia, flew home to Chicago early Wednesday morning without a Real ID. "It was out of sight and out of mind," he said. He was able to board after extra screening. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times

The warning notice Mr. Harris received as he passed through airport security in Virginia on his way home to Chicago. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Mr. Harris, who had pulled an all-nighter to make his 5:45 a.m. flight, said he was not aware of the Real ID deadline when he arrived at the airport at 4 a.m.

"It was out of sight and out of mind. It had been a while since I've gone to the airport, so when I got there, I saw the signs and was like, 'Oh, it is May 7,'" he said.

He was allowed through security after going through extra screening, but a T.S.A. agent gave him a notice warning, "The ID you presented is NOT Real ID-compliant."

Passengers checking in at the Southwest Airlines counters inside Chicago Midway on Wednesday morning. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Inside busy Terminal C at Newark Liberty International Airport, where equipment failures and air traffic control staffing issues caused more than a week of heavy delays, security lines were moving fairly quickly, with average wait times dropping through the morning and early afternoon, to less than two minutes from 16 minutes early in the day. Neither Terminal A nor Terminal C appeared to have separate lines for travelers whose documents were not compliant with Real ID.

Several travelers said they were more concerned over the news that the air traffic controllers who coordinate planes at Newark had briefly lost contact with planes last week, prompting some of the controllers to take trauma leave from work.

"It's not so much the delays; it was the safety," said Marty Springer, a New Jersey resident who was flying to San Francisco using his passport. He had not yet been able to obtain a Real ID. New Jersey has one of the lowest Real ID rates in the country, with just around 17 percent of IDs reportedly compliant as of last week.

Thomas Carter, the T.S.A.'s federal security director for New Jersey, told reporters on Wednesday at Newark Airport that the rollout of Real ID enforcement was going "smoothly," despite New Jersey's low rate of compliance.

He said there was no firm timeline for when the T.S.A. would strictly enforce the Real ID law, adding that the rollout was in "Phase 1." He said the agency would analyze data over the next week or so to find out how much enhanced screening it is doing for travelers without a Real ID before deciding how to move forward.

A T.S.A. checkpoint at Oakland International Airport on Wednesday. Jason Henry for The New York Times


"It could eventually get to the point where, if you don't, you might not be able to get through," he said.

The T.S.A. said in a news release on Wednesday that it plans to conduct additional screening for travelers without a Real ID "until it is no longer considered a security vulnerability."

It was unclear how many travelers without Real IDs faced additional screening on Wednesday and what exactly this screening entailed. At airports across the United States, including LaGuardia and Oakland International in California, travelers reported passing through with standard IDs without encountering additional identity verification.

Pierre Stewart was on his way from Oakland International Airport to Los Angeles to see a concert and did not have a Real ID. He said the additional screening was a "breeze." Jason Henry for The New York Times


Pierre Stewart brought his standard driver's license and an expired passport to board his flight from Oakland to Los Angeles for a Beyonce concert. He was pulled aside for additional screening, he said, but "it was a breeze." He wasn't questioned.

The agent merely handed him a notice about the Real ID. "I showed him my ID, and I was away from him within 15 seconds," he said.

Some travelers went to great lengths to be in compliance. Brian Zaben, flying from LaGuardia back home to Chicago on Wednesday, said that when he realized in a panic that he didn't have a Real ID, he asked his wife to FedEx his passport to New York. It arrived just over two hours before his 4:20 p.m. flight.

Newark Airport on Wednesday, as the long-postponed deadline for passengers to show Real ID at security checkpoints took effect. Dakota Santiago for The New York Times


The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which operates Newark, LaGuardia and Kennedy, among other regional airports, said it had increased staffing and worked to increase public awareness of the deadline.

This boost in staffing was clear at LaGuardia, where Department of Homeland Security police officers stood near the security entrance. They repeatedly asked travelers to get their IDs ready, while guiding them to the checkpoint and the different lines.

Claire Brady, 27, of Dallas, who had brought her passport to LaGuardia, said that the increased government presence felt odd. She noted the chilling effect it could have amid the current climate of increased deportations and travelers being detained for questioning at airports.

Other travelers expressed reservations about Real ID and confusion about its purpose


Billy Fraser, a 42-year-old audio engineer, said he would fly with his passport but would hold off on getting a Real ID because "it sounds nefarious." Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Billy Fraser, a 42-year-old audio engineer flying out of Chicago Midway, said he planned to hold out on getting a Real ID for as long as possible.

"Whatever the Real ID is, it sounds nefarious and something I don't like," said Mr. Fraser, who brought his passport.

Santy Moreno, 19, of Queens, who holds U.S. and Colombian passports, said he had brought both to LaGuardia Airport out of an abundance of caution. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


Santy Moreno, 19, of Queens, who holds U.S. and Colombian passports, said he brought both to LaGuardia. He said he knew many people who were terrified about getting, and showing, various U.S. IDs. Real IDs are available only to U.S. citizens and people who are lawfully present in the United States.

"We just have to live with it, live with whatever the president or country gives us," he said.

Demand for Real IDs has surged as the deadline loomed, leading to long lines and frustration. On Tuesday, a day before the enforcement deadline, Juanita Yost, 53, was waiting at the Real ID Supercenter in downtown Chicago to apply with two of her grown children.

Ms. Yost, a nurse, said she was going on vacation in a few weeks, and her daughter, a college student, was planning to fly to Minnesota soon.

It was their third attempt to get Real IDs. They had previously been turned away for not having the required documents. "Yesterday was freezing, and we got here at 9 o'clock in the morning and didn't get in until almost 1 p.m.," Ms. Yost said. "They did not communicate anything well."

Finally, after about four hours, they had completed the application process, just before the center closed for the day. The only catch? Their new cards should take about two weeks to arrive in the mail.

Christine Chung and Nate Schweber reported from LaGuardia Airport, Michael Levenson from Newark Liberty International Airport, Robert Chiarito from Chicago Midway International Airport and Chicago O'Hare International Airport, and Coral Murphy Marcos from Oakland International Airport.

Follow New York Times Travel on Instagram and sign up for our Travel Dispatch newsletter to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 52 Places to Go in 2025.
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Smokey Robinson Accused of Sexual Assault by Former Housekeepers

The four women said the Motown legend abused them multiple times while they worked cleaning his home. His wife, they said, created a hostile work environment.

Smokey Robinson in October.  Michael Tullberg/Getty Images



By Orlando Mayorquin



May 07, 2025 at 02:25 AM

Four women who worked as housekeepers for Smokey Robinson have accused the renowned Motown singer of sexual assault, claiming in a new lawsuit that he abused them dozens of times over many years while his wife turned a blind eye and berated them.

The suit, filed in Los Angeles on Tuesday, identifies the women only as Jane Does 1 through 4. They each accuse Mr. Robinson, 85, of raping them repeatedly while they were employed cleaning his homes in Los Angeles; Ventura County, Calif.; and Las Vegas.

All the while, the suit said, Mr. Robinson's wife, Frances Robinson, failed to prevent her husband from assaulting the women despite knowing about his sexual misconduct.

Three of the women feared reporting Mr. Robinson to the authorities because of their immigration status, according to the lawsuit, which also accuses the Robinsons of false imprisonment, creating a hostile work environment and failure to pay minimum wage.

Mr. Robinson's representatives did not immediately return requests for comment.

"Our four clients have a common thread," John Harris, a lawyer for the women, said at a news conference in Los Angeles on Tuesday. "They're Hispanic women who were employed as housekeepers by the Robinsons, earning below minimum wage."

"As low-wage workers in vulnerable positions, they lacked the resources and options necessary to protect themselves from sexual assaults throughout their tenure as employees for the Robinsons," Mr. Harris added.

Three of the four women sat silently behind Mr. Harris at the news conference, with their faces mostly covered by sunglasses and face masks. An interpreter sat next to them and translated Mr. Harris's remarks into Spanish. The fourth client, her face also concealed, joined via a video call.

The women, who have all since resigned, are seeking damages of $50 million.

"Obviously, no amount of money can compensate these women for what Mr. Robinson subjected them to," Mr. Harris said. Given the nature of Mr. Robinson's misconduct, he added, the amount sought was warranted.

The lawsuit goes into graphic detail about the abuse claims.

Jane Doe 1 worked for the Robinsons from January 2023 to February 2024 and was assaulted at least seven times by Mr. Robinson while working weekend shifts cleaning his home in the Chatsworth neighborhood of Los Angeles, the suit said.

Mr. Robinson would drop off his wife at the nail salon, the suit said, and rush home to assault Jane Doe 1 while she was alone.

Jane Doe 2 worked for the Robinsons from May 2014 to February 2020 and reported being sexually assaulted by the singer at least 23 times during that period.

Jane Doe 3, who worked for the Robinsons from February 2012 to April 2024, reported being sexually assaulted by Mr. Robinson at least 20 times. And Jane Doe 4, who worked for the couple from October 2006 until April 2024, said she was sexually assaulted by Mr. Robinson at his homes in Las Vegas, Los Angeles and Bell Canyon, an unincorporated community in Ventura County near Los Angeles.

Each of the women worked 10-hour shifts in which they were paid less than minimum wage or denied overtime pay, the suit said.

Despite having full knowledge of the abuse, the suit said, Ms. Robinson would berate the women with racially charged epithets, create more work for them and bar them from taking breaks or having meals.

"We believe she was aware of the misconduct by her husband, Smokey Robinson, and that she used their status as well as our clients' reliance on their living wage in order to keep them in check," said Herbert Hayden, another lawyer representing the four women.

Mr. Hayden did not say whether his clients intended to pursue criminal charges.

A spokesperson for the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office said on Tuesday that the office hadn't received anything from law enforcement.

Mr. Robinson, a seminal figure in the Motown era of soul music in the 1960s and 1970s, has made several public appearances in recent weeks promoting a new album, including a performance last week on ABC's "Jimmy Kimmel Live."

He is currently on tour and scheduled to perform on Friday in Mississippi.
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Start-Up That Promoted Female Pleasure Exploited Women, Prosecutors Say

OneTaste said it was dedicated to female empowerment. Federal prosecutors in Brooklyn say its founders abused those it recruited and left them "as shells of their former selves."

Rachel Cherwitz in Manhattan last year. Sarah Blesener for The New York Times



By Santul Nerkar



May 06, 2025 at 08:00 AM

The vulnerable women recruited by a San Francisco start-up lived in cramped quarters and were paid little or nothing for cooking, cleaning and providing sexual pleasure to prospective investors, federal prosecutors said on Tuesday.

The company, OneTaste, offered a communal lifestyle, teaching classes in so-called orgasmic meditation to help achieve female empowerment. But prosecutors for the Eastern District of New York said it was masking something darker.

Its leaders recruited vulnerable people, survivors of sexual trauma, to work or participate in the company's activities, according to the prosecutors. In controlling the lives of their employees, OneTaste's leaders pushed them into debt, withheld pay and sexually coerced them, they said.

"The victims came to OneTaste seeking personal growth," said Sean Fern, an assistant U.S. attorney, in opening statements in the trial of Nicole Daedone, OneTaste's co-founder and former chief executive, and Rachel Cherwitz, its former head of sales, in U.S. District Court in Brooklyn. "They left as shells of their former selves."

Ms. Daedone and Ms. Cherwitz were each charged with one count of forced labor conspiracy in June 2023. They have pleaded not guilty and face up to 20 years in prison if convicted.

In her opening statement, Jennifer Bonjean, a lawyer for Ms. Daedone, described her client as an avid practitioner of Buddhism, an educator and an entrepreneur who had crafted a "scientific-based practice with proven benefits." She rejected the notion that Ms. Daedone forced orgasmic meditation onto anyone.

"It was like yoga with a twist," Ms. Bonjean said.

Ms. Daedone, wearing a flowing beige dress with shoes to match, turned toward the jury and smiled as the defense lawyers spoke. She nodded approvingly when a defense lawyer described prospective witnesses against the women and the company as "admitted liars" who could not take accountability for their own actions.

In court filings, lawyers for Ms. Daedone, 57, and Ms. Cherwitz, 44, have said the women have, in effect, been framed. In an interview with The New York Times, Ms. Daedone said the accusations against her were "a narrative shaped by the media and adopted by the government."

Ms. Daedone, who founded OneTaste in 2004, has said she did so to address the gap in sexual satisfaction between men and women. The name OneTaste, according to Ms. Daedone, derives from a Buddhist expression, which she said is translated as "just as the ocean has one taste of salt, so does the taste of liberation."

The "orgasmic meditation" ritual involved a woman, naked from the waist down, lying on pillows as a man stroked her genitals for 15 minutes. In a 2011 TEDx speech, Ms. Daedone said people arrived at OneTaste's classes with a "gnawing sense of hunger."

"There is a pleasure deficit disorder in this country," Ms. Daedone said during the speech. "I do think, though, that there is a cure, and that cure is orgasm."

Nicole Daedone, center, co-founder and former chief executive of OneTaste, in 2023. Jeenah Moon/Associated Press


The company took off as a brand, opening a pop-up store in San Francisco and expanding its operations to cities that included New York, Austin and Denver. It hosted events in the West Village and Hell's Kitchen, and the practice of orgasmic meditation won the approval of such celebrities as Khloe Kardashian and Gwyneth Paltrow.

Yet as OneTaste's popularity grew, so did allegations of abuse by former members, who said it bore the hallmarks of a cult.

In a 2018 Bloomberg Businessweek investigation, former members said that they were encouraged to take out credit cards to pay for courses, and that employees were told to work for free to show their devotion to OneTaste. Later that year, the company closed its U.S. locations and stopped offering in-person classes.

Ms. Daedone is no longer involved with the company, which now has a free app. In a January interview with The Wall Street Journal, Anjuli Ayer, OneTaste's chief executive, said the company aimed to pursue a franchise model.

The indictment echoed many of the accusations in the Businessweek investigation, which were also featured in a 2022 Netflix documentary, "Orgasm Inc." Prosecutors say that OneTaste's teachings ruled members' lives, with Ms. Daedone and Ms. Cherwitz instructing members to engage in sexual acts they were uncomfortable with, surveilling them in OneTaste's communal homes and pressuring them to exalt Ms. Daedone's doctrine of sexual liberation.

But on Tuesday, lawyers for Ms. Daedone and Ms. Cherwitz said that their clients never forced their accusers to do anything, and that they were "free to go" at any point during their time with the company.

The prosecution's case, they said, rested on criminalizing a lifestyle that some of its practitioners might have found deviant or were "embarrassed" to have participated in, but ultimately rested on behavior between consenting adults.

"It was a very sex-positive community with lots of open relationships," said Michael Robotti, a lawyer for Ms. Cherwitz.

The government was dealt a major setback in March, when prosecutors wrote that key evidence they planned to use during the trial, handwritten diaries from a former member, Ayries Blanck, could no longer be considered authentic. Portions, prosecutors wrote, had been copied from journals that were originally typewritten.

Lawyers for Ms. Daedone and Ms. Cherwitz had argued for months that Ms. Blanck had provided false testimony, and said the government admitted the diaries were fabricated.

Ms. Blanck's accounts were featured in both the Netflix documentary and the Bloomberg Businessweek investigation. Her sister was paid $25,000 to participate in the Netflix documentary, according to court papers.

"The defense has continuously raised issues about the integrity of this investigation," wrote Mr. Robotti and Celia Cohen, another lawyer for Ms. Cherwitz, in a March 13 letter to Judge Diane M. Gujarati.

Ms. Bonjean, who is also defending Harvey Weinstein in his retrial on sex-crime charges, is known for taking an aggressive approach with witnesses during trials involving sexual misconduct.

In wrapping up her opening statements, Ms. Bonjean said that Ms. Daedone's accusers regretted sexual activity they had engaged in when they were younger, and then claimed they were forced into behavior they had consented to.

"That's not force, that's not coercion," Ms. Bonjean said. "It may even be growth."
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Philip Sunshine, 94, Dies; Pioneer in Treatment of Premature Babies

A founder of neonatology, he helped revolutionize the care of preterm and critically ill newborns. "We were able to keep babies alive that would not have survived," he said.

Philip Sunshine, right, consulting with colleagues in the early 1980s. He was "more than simply a pioneer," a colleague wrote. "He is one of the creators of our discipline." Stanford Medicine Children's Health



By Michael S. Rosenwald



May 06, 2025 at 09:54 PM

Philip Sunshine, a Stanford University physician who played an important role in establishing neonatology as a medical specialty, revolutionizing the care of premature and critically ill newborns who previously had little chance of survival, died on April 5 at his home in Cupertino, Calif. He was 94.

His death was confirmed by his daughter Diana Sunshine.

Before Dr. Sunshine and a handful of other physicians became interested in caring for preemies in the late 1950s and early '60s, more than half of these unimaginably fragile patients died shortly after birth. Insurance companies wouldn't pay to treat them.

Dr. Sunshine, a pediatric gastroenterologist, thought that many premature babies could be saved. At Stanford, he pushed for teams of doctors from multiple disciplines to treat them in special intensive care units. Along with his colleagues, he pioneered methods of feeding preemies with formula and aiding their breathing with ventilators.

"We were able to keep babies alive that would not have survived," Dr. Sunshine said in 2000 in an oral history interview with the Pediatric History Center of the American Academy of Pediatrics. "And now everybody just sort of takes this for granted."

The early 1960s were a turning point in the care of premature babies.

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the word neonatology was used for the first time in the 1960 book "Diseases of Newborn" by Alexander J. Schaffer, a pediatrician in Baltimore. By that time, Stanford's neonatology department -- one of the first in the country -- was up and running.

In 1963, President John F. Kennedy's second son, Patrick Bouvier Kennedy, was born nearly six weeks premature. He died 39 hours later. The crisis unfolded on the front pages of newspapers around the country, putting pressure on the federal health authorities to begin allocating money for neonatal research.

"The Kennedy story was a big turning point," Dr. Sunshine told AHA News, a publication of the American Hospital Association, in 1998. "After that, federal research money for neonatal care became much easier to get."

As chief of Stanford's neonatology department from 1967 to 1989, Dr. Sunshine helped train hundreds, perhaps even thousands, of doctors who went on to work in neonatal intensive care units around the world. When he retired in 2022, at age 92, the survival rate for babies born at 28 weeks was over 90 percent.

"Phil is one of the 'originals' in neonatology, a neonatologist's neonatologist, one of our history's best," David K. Stevenson, Dr. Sunshine's successor as head of Stanford's neonatal department, wrote in the Journal of Perinatology in 2011. "He stands comfortably among the great leaders in neonatology and is more than simply a pioneer. He is one of the creators of our discipline."

Dr. Sunshine recognized that caring for preemies required both technical expertise and human connection. He urged hospitals to allow parents to visit neonatal intensive care units so they could hold their children, sensing that skin-to-skin contact between mothers and babies was beneficial.

He also gave nurses more autonomy and encouraged them to speak up when they thought doctors were wrong.

"Our nurses have always been very important caretakers," Dr. Sunshine said in the oral history. "All through my career, I've worked with a nursing staff that often would recognize problems in the baby before the physicians would, and they still do that now. Well, we were learning neonatology together."

Cecele Quaintance, a neonatal nurse who worked with Dr. Sunshine for more than 50 years, said in a blog post for Stanford Medicine Children's Health that "there is this deep kindness in Phil -- to babies, to us, to everybody."

"Everybody has the same level of importance to him," she said, adding: "I've watched families cry when he was going off service because they were so attached to him."

Dr. Sunshine in about 2010. He had a "deep kindness," one colleague said, adding: "I've watched families cry when he was going off service because they were so attached to him." Stanford Medicine Children's Health


The hours were long; the pressure was extraordinary.

"He was a calming, reassuring presence and totally unflappable," Dr. Stevenson said in an interview. "He would say, 'If you're going to spend all night in the hospital working your tail off, what better way to do that than by giving someone 80, 90 years of life?'"

Philip Sunshine was born on June 16, 1930, in Denver. His parents, Samuel and Mollie (Fox) Sunshine, owned a pharmacy.

He earned his bachelor's degree from the University of Colorado in 1952, and then stayed there for medical school, graduating in 1955.

After his first year of residency at Stanford, he was drafted into the U.S. Navy and served as a lieutenant. When he returned to Stanford in 1959, he trained under Louis Gluck, a pediatrician who later developed the modern neonatal intensive care unit at Yale University.

"He turned me on to caring for newborns and made everything sound so interesting," Dr. Sunshine said.

There were no neonatology fellowships back then, so Dr. Sunshine pursued advanced training in pediatric gastroenterology and a fellowship in pediatric metabolism.

"This was a very exciting time," he said in the Stanford Medicine Children's Health blog post. "People with various backgrounds were bringing their skills to the care of newborns: pulmonologists, cardiologists, people like me who were interested in GI problems of newborns. I picked up a lot of information and enthusiasm from them, and we had many opportunities to change how babies were cared for."

Dr. Sunshine married Sara Elizabeth Vreeland, known as Beth, in 1962.

Along with his wife and daughter Diana, he is survived by four other children, Rebecca, Samuel, Michael and Stephanie; and nine grandchildren.

In many ways, Dr. Sunshine's surname was an aptronym -- a word ideally suited to his occupation and way of being.

"Totally separate from being the father -- or the grandfather -- of neonatology, he really did bring sunshine into every room," Susan R. Hintz, a neonatologist at Stanford, said in an interview. "He was a soothing presence, especially in these very stressful moments. Nurses would tell me all the time, 'He's the one that everyone remembers.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/06/science/philip-sunshine-dead.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Lulu Roman, Who Brought Big-Hearted Sass to 'Hee Haw,' Dies at 78

Obesity was a source of trauma for her, but also of her comedy, which she showcased, along with gospel singing, on the long-running down-home variety show.

Lulu Roman in 1969, the year "Hee Haw" made its debut. She was am original member of the show's cast and remained with it for more than two decades. CBS, via Getty Images



By Alex Williams



May 06, 2025 at 10:02 PM

Lulu Roman, who brought her big-hearted Texas sass and full-throated gospel vocals to the enduring variety show "Hee Haw," known for its corn-pone comedy sketches and musical interludes provided by a constellation of country stars, died on April 23 in Bellingham, Wash. She was 78.

Her son and caretaker, Damon Roman, said she died of heart failure at his home, where she had been living.

Ms. Roman's broad comedic skills and down-home persona proved a valuable asset to "Hee Haw," which debuted on CBS in 1969 as a folksy heartland answer to NBC's "Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In," a network take on contemporary mod culture known for its Day-Glo graphics and risque one-liners delivered at Gatling-gun pace. It was originally a summer replacement for "The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour," an even edgier variety show that had run afoul of censors for its pointed takes on race relations, drugs, religion and the Vietnam War.

But "Hee Haw" was the opposite of hip, and intentionally so. It was the television equivalent of a big country breakfast, heavy on the cheese grits. And it worked.

While the show was initially blasted by critics, its mix of back-40 humor and musical appearances by Johnny Cash, Loretta Lynn and seemingly every other Nashville star propelled it to television institution status. (Although CBS canceled the show in 1971, "Hee Haw" rolled on in syndication, lasting more than a quarter of a century in various iterations.)

Ms. Roman, in the foreground, with her "Hee Haw" castmates in an undated photo. Tony Esparza for CBS/TV Guide, via Everett Collection


The show was hosted by the avuncular honky-tonk hitmaker Buck Owens and Roy Clark, a veritable Hendrix of the haystacks on guitar, banjo and other instruments. Other regulars included Minnie Pearl, with her trademark $1.98 price tag dangling from her flowered straw hat and a voice as dulcet as a record scratch, and Misty Rowe, who with her plunging necklines and meringue swirl of blond hair was basically a temptress version of Elly May Clampett from "The Beverly Hillbillies."

While celebrated for her comic timing and rich vocal stylings, Ms. Roman was under no illusions about her role, which involved frequent punchlines about her weight.

As she put it in a 2020 interview with Florida Weekly magazine, the show's creators were looking for "a gorgeous blonde, one gorgeous brunette, one boy-next-door type, one girl-next-door type, one fat dumb man and one fat dumb woman. And Buck Owens said to them, 'I got a fat girl for you, she's perfect.'" (The "fat dumb man" was Junior Samples.)

She was born Bertha Louise Hable on May 6, 1946, at a home for unwed mothers in Pilot Point, Texas, north of Dallas. Abandoned by her mother, she lived with a great-grandmother until "the poor thing could no longer handle me," Ms. Roman said in a 2016 interview with The Dallas Morning News. ("Lulu" was a derivation of her middle name; the surname she used for most of her life came from an early marriage, which was annulled.)

She then went to live at the Buckner Orphans Home in Dallas, where she stayed until she was 18. She later said that she often cried herself to sleep because the other children were constantly taunting her about her weight and named the school bus "Big Bertha" after her.

Ms. Roman played the take-no-guff proprietor in "Lulu's Truck Stop," a recurring sketch on "Hee Haw." She was under no illusions about her role on the show, which involved frequent punchlines about her weight. CBS, via Everett Collection


"I think food became my drug probably the day that they put me in the orphans' home," she said in a 2011 interview with the Christian Broadcasting Network show "The 700 Club." "Sugar became my friend, because it didn't hurt me, and it didn't talk back to me, and it didn't call me names." She added that she was later diagnosed with a thyroid problem.

As a student at nearby W.W. Samuell High School, she found some solace in music and theater, but she also started to dull her pain with drugs, a habit that eventually led to an outsize appetite for marijuana, methamphetamine and LSD. (She told The Dallas Morning News that she once dropped as many as 25 tabs of acid in a single night.)

After graduating in 1964, Ms. Roman eventually gave comedy a shot, finding work through a dancer friend at a Dallas nightclub, where she came up with an act called "Lulu Roman, the World's Biggest Go-Go Dancer." It was there that she caught the eye of Mr. Owens.

"The next thing you know, I'm on a plane to Hollywood and riding a limo to the CBS studios," Ms. Roman said in 2006. "The first person I saw was Carol Burnett, with my mouth wide open. She said, 'Shut your mouth, child. You're fixin' to be one of us.'"

Ms. Roman in 2023. She struggled with her weight into the 2000s but eventually lost more than 200 pounds. Derek Storm/Everett Collection


Initially, "Hee Haw" seemed like an odd fit for an edgy comic whose musical tastes ran to Grand Funk Railroad and the Moody Blues. "I was the proverbial hippie," she told Florida Weekly. "I was into the drug scene."

To "Hee Haw" fans, though, she fit right in as a character in running skits like "The Culhanes," featuring four phlegmatic family members seated on a sofa and exchanging deadpan punchlines, and "Lulu's Truck Stop," on which she played the take-no-guff proprietor.

Despite her success, she still battled her demons. After multiple drug arrests and suicide attempts, she found Christianity -- and sobriety, she said -- in 1973. "What I was unconsciously trying to do was kill myself," she said. "I tried many times, but it never worked out. I had no idea that God had any kind of a calling on my life."

Her musical star turns singing gospel on "Hee Haw" eventually blossomed into a second career, which continued after her run on the show ended in the 1990s. Over the years, she released more than a dozen albums on Christian and independent labels. Her 2013 album of standards, "At Last," included "I Will Always Love You," a duet with the song's composer, Dolly Parton.

Ms. Roman's album "At Last," released in 2013, included a duet with Dolly Parton. Homesick Entertainment


Ms. Roman, who was married multiple times, leaves no immediate survivors apart from her son Damon; another son, Justin Roman, died in 2017.

She continued to struggle with her weight into the 2000s. Finally, when she was nearly 400 pounds and experiencing myriad health and mobility problems, she had lap-band surgery. Along with changes to her diet and routine, the procedure helped her lose more than 200 pounds, dropping her to about a size 14 from around a 58.

"I have a lot of people say, 'You've achieved so much,'" Ms. Roman told The Dallas Morning News. "I guess when I look back, I have. But it was not that I wanted to achieve anything. It was survival. It still is."
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Jim Dent, Long-Driving Golfer on PGA and Senior Tours, Dies at 85

Honing his skills on segregated courses, he became one of the few Black golfers in the pro ranks, following the lead of Charlie Sifford, Pete Brown and Lee Elder.

Jim Dent learned to play golf on segregated golf courses in Georgia "He had no advantages growing up and was really a self-taught player," a PGA Tour historian said, "one who learned the game by observing what he saw through caddying." PGA Tour Archive, via Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



May 07, 2025 at 05:38 PM

Jim Dent, who was one of the few Black golfers on the PGA Tour -- in his day or now -- and who became known for his prodigious drives off the tee, died on Friday at his home in Augusta, Ga. He was 85.

His grandson Andre Lacey II said the cause was complications of a recent stroke.

Mr. Dent was part of a small group of significant Black golfers who preceded Tiger Woods (who identifies as partly Black) into professional golf. Charlie Sifford was the first to play on what became known as the PGA Tour after its former parent, the PGA of America, dropped its "Caucasians only" policy in 1961.

In 1964, Pete Brown was the first Black golfer to win an event on the tour. Eleven years later, Lee Elder was the first to play in the Masters tournament. And Calvin Peete, another Black member of the tour, won his first tournament in 1979 and 11 more between 1982 and 1986.

Dent accumulated $564,809 in earnings, but he never won a tournament on the tour, and he did not qualify to play in the Masters. His best finish came in 1972, when he tied for second place, nine strokes behind Jack Nicklaus, at the Walt Disney World Open Invitational in Florida. 

But Dent went on to win a dozen tournaments on the tour's new senior circuit (now called PGA Tour Champions), which he joined in 1989 at age 50. He won two tournaments in 1989 and four more the next year. His last victory came in 1998. In all, he earned more than $9 million on the Champions tour.

Laury Livsey, the PGA Tour's historian, said that Dent did not regard himself as a racial pioneer; rather, he credited Sifford, Brown and Elder with that distinction.

"But Dent was a player, like Sifford, Brown and Elder, who gravitated toward a game that was not a traditional one for Black players to pursue," Livsey wrote in an email. "He had no advantages growing up and was really a self-taught player, one who learned the game by observing what he saw through caddying."

Golf was a segregated sport when Dent was growing up in Augusta, a city known as the home of the Masters tournament at Augusta National Golf Club. But he was nonetheless fascinated by it. He began playing on Augusta courses that were open to Black golfers, and he caddied at the Augusta Country Club and Augusta Municipal Golf Course, called the Patch.

He also began caddying at the Masters in 1956 and eventually carried the bags of pros like Bob Rosburg and Bob Goalby. Augusta National would not accept a Black member until 1990.

Dent playing in a seniors tournament in 1991. He won 12 times on the tour for older players, earning $9 million. Associated Press


Caddying enabled Dent to study the swings of the best players, including Ben Hogan, Byron Nelson and Sam Snead.

"My aim was to watch them play," he told the United States Golf Association's website in 2012, "but I didn't know what a golf swing was all about."

He continued to study and improve his game, graduating to a tour for Black players. After failing in his attempts to qualify for the PGA Tour, he finally succeeded in 1970, at 31, an advanced age at which to join it.

"It was the show!" Dent told the U.S.GA. "I learned when you get out there with those guys, you got to produce. You just don't want to be happy out there."

He added, "I got better each year."

Dent in 1986, while playing on the PGA Tour in Augusta, Ga. Peter Dazeley/Getty Images


Dent, who stood 6-foot-3 and weighed about 225 pounds, enhanced his reputation for great length off the tee by winning a driving contest in 1974, sponsored by the PGA Tour and Golf Digest magazine, with a blast that went 324 yards and 18 inches.

After that victory, he explained his techniques to The New York Times in an article under the headline "How to Drive a Golf Ball Farther: Watch Jim Dent."

"I don't hit hard until I'm coming into the ball," he said. "If you start too fast, you're dead. You'll jump out of your shoes and have nothing to show for it. I take the driver back as slow as the 9 iron. I just creep it back."

The next year, when the contest expanded and became known as the National Long Driving Championships, he finished first, with a drive of just over 317 yards. The year after that, he finished fourth, when he drove 292 yards and five inches.

Dent capitalized on his long-hitting prowess when he became one of the first PGA Tour pros to sign a deal with the Callaway Golf Company to endorse its Big Bertha line of oversize drivers. In 1992, a newspaper ad boasted that one Big Bertha model had increased his average drive distance to 276.8 yards and another to 286.4 yards, the longest on the senior tour and more than that of anyone on the PGA Tour other than John Daly's 288.9 yards. Callaway later created the limited-edition Big Bertha Jim Dent driver.

James Lacey Dent was born on May 9, 1939, in Augusta to Tom and Carrie Dent. His mother died when Jim was 6. His father, who drove a pulpwood truck and owned farmland, died when Jim was 12. Jim and three of his siblings were then raised by an aunt, Mary Benton, who worked as a housekeeper.

She was not a fan of his caddying.

"The first time I caddied, I got a whuppin'," Dent told USA Today in 1990. "She said if I hung around with caddies, I'd learn how to gamble and drink."

Dent attended Paine College, a historically Black school in Augusta, where he played football on a scholarship, but he left after a year to pursue golf. He earned money by waiting tables at a restaurant near Atlantic City, N.J., and played in tournaments organized by the United Golfers Association, a tour for Black golfers.

Dent left the Champions Tour in 2010, but even in retirement he could still hit long drives.

"He was still putting it out there, 230 to 250 yards, until he had the stroke," his grandson Andre Lacey said in an interview.

Dent's three marriages ended in divorce. In addition to his grandson Andre, the men's and women's golf coach at Paine College, Dent is survived by a daughter, Charlene Dent Wilkins, from his marriage to Evelyn Green; a daughter, Radiah Dent, and a son, James, from his marriage to Brenda Dent; a daughter, Victoria Dent, and two sons, Joshua and Joseph, all of whom he adopted during his third marriage, to Willye Malvaoux; a sister, Josephine Dent; eight other grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and two great-great-grandchildren.

In 2020, the city of Augusta renamed the road leading to Augusta Municipal Golf Course Jim Dent Way.

"He was just really grateful," his grandson said. "It's a place where he once couldn't play'' -- Dent caddied at the course well before it integrated in 1964 -- "so now it's a place that bears his name."
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Stephen Mo Hanan, Who Played Three Roles in 'Cats,' Dies at 78

He sang arias on the streets of San Francisco, performed on Broadway and collaborated on a musical about Al Jolson, which he also starred in.

Stephen Mo Hanan in 2002 in "Jolson & Co.," a show about the vaudeville star Al Jolson that he wrote with Jay Berkow. "With Jolson you can be completely over the top," he said. "You have to be." Rahav Segev for The New York Times



By Richard Sandomir



May 02, 2025 at 11:14 PM

Stephen Mo Hanan, a vibrant performer who sang arias and other music as a busker in San Francisco before playing Kevin Kline's lieutenant in the acclaimed 1981 Broadway production of "The Pirates of Penzance" and three felines in the original Broadway cast of "Cats," died on April 3 at his home in Manhattan. He was 78.

Gary Widlund, his husband and only immediate survivor, said the cause was a heart attack.

At his audition for "Cats," Mr. Hanan (pronounced HAN-un) told Andrew Lloyd Webber, the composer, and Trevor Nunn, the director, that he had spent several years singing and accompanying himself on a concertina at a ferry terminal at the foot of Market Street in San Francisco.

"As a matter of fact, I've brought my concertina," he recalled telling Mr. Nunn in an interview with The Washington Post in 1982. "He said, 'Give me something in Italian.' Well, I've never had a problem with shyness. I sang 'Funiculi, Funicula.'"

Mr. Hanan was ultimately cast in three parts: Bustopher Jones, a portly cat, and the dual role of Asparagus, an aging theater cat, who, while reminiscing, transforms (with help from an inflatable costume) into a former role, Growltiger, a tough pirate, and performs a parody of Puccini's "Turandot."

During rehearsals, Mr. Hanan kept a detailed journal, which he published in 2002 as "A Cat's Diary."
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Guest Essay


The Political Tariff Trap for Republicans

 Harriet Lenneman



By Brendan Buck
Mr. Buck worked for two Republican speakers of the House and is a contributing writer to Opinion.


May 07, 2025 at 10:01 AM

After more than 100 days of President Trump marked by overreach and economic self-immolation, congressional Republicans need a reset to save their political fortunes. Representative Mike Johnson, the House speaker, is banking on a spending and tax cut package to provide that jolt, and numerous House committees are now working quickly to stitch together a bill he has pledged to deliver to Mr. Trump before Independence Day.

This "one big, beautiful bill," as Mr. Trump has called it, contains most of the president's legislative agenda. Indeed, the strategy is making the bill too big to fail, betting that wavering members will not be willing to vote against it and deliver the leader of their own party such a stinging defeat.

But what if it does pass and voters barely take notice?

The details are still being worked out, but the bill could include cuts to Medicaid, as well as funding increases for immigration enforcement and the military. But the heart of the bill is extending the 2017 tax law, primarily the reduced personal income tax rates. With the economy teetering from the president's foolhardy use of tariffs, the administration has said extending the law is an urgent imperative that will calm markets and provide an economic boost.

The Republican congressional leaders, Senator John Thune and Mr. Johnson, should not talk themselves into believing that this bill will deliver Republicans from the effects of Mr. Trump's tariffs. The leaders face converging political problems right now: All the party's energy is directed toward passing this one bill, for which voters may not reward them, and the effort is likely keeping them from putting more pressure on Mr. Trump to stop the tariffs.

Many Republicans are hoping that the tax bill can blunt the economic damage caused by the Trump tariffs, but that is highly unlikely. The way Mr. Trump, in particular, is talking about the legislative package is doing them no favors. He and Republican leaders have sold the extension of the tax law as tax cuts "for everybody." It will be "the biggest bill in the history of our country, in terms of tax cuts and regulation cuts and other things," Mr. Trump said last month. But the reality is it's no cut at all for most people. The rates they are preserving have been in place for more than seven years now.

In 2017, as counselor to House Speaker Paul Ryan, I helped pass the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. It was a significant achievement, I remain proud of it and I've worked with groups that want to extend it. The law made American businesses more competitive by permanently lowering the corporate tax rate and eliminating scores of unproductive carve-outs for businesses. It simplified the individual tax code and brought meaningful relief to families in almost every tax bracket. The scale of its ultimate economic impact was muddied by Covid, but I have no doubt it contributed to the robust economy that preceded the pandemic.

Today, allowing the expiring provisions of the law to lapse would significantly raise taxes on families at a moment of cratering economic confidence. Congress should absolutely extend the law and prevent a tax increase on working Americans.

The political problem is there is little new here for voters. Despite Mr. Trump's blitz of sweeping executive actions, there is a peculiar smallness to his legislative program. Congress has not been asked to enact a DOGE-like reorganization of the federal government or a new work force development initiative to prepare us for the reshoring of American manufacturing. The president has proposed a handful of new tax breaks, including those on tips, overtime pay and Social Security. But those policies are likely to be narrow.

Even if making the income tax rates permanent provides a degree of economic certainty and encourages investment, that is simply no match for the blowtorch the president is taking to the economy with his tariff regime. And Democrats have made clear that they will try to make Republicans pay a price for cutting Medicaid -- perhaps the most tangible policy change that some Americans will feel.

In 2018, voters largely overlooked the tax cuts Republicans had just passed; Democrats retook the House majority in the congressional midterms that year.

With only a slim majority today, Republicans face a challenge holding the House and maintaining unified G.O.P. control. History is not on their side. Every president since Bill Clinton, except George W. Bush after 9/11, saw his party lose control of the House in the first midterm of his presidency. To defy history and keep control of the House, Republicans will need to persuade voters they are working on the cost of living and creating a humming economy.

The president, of course, is moving us in the other direction, raising costs and battering markets with tariffs. And many economists warn that the worst impacts of the tariffs, higher prices and empty shelves, won't arrive until this summer -- just in time to further overshadow the potential passage of the president's tax cuts.

One obvious answer to this developing problem would be for congressional leaders to pressure Mr. Trump to back down from his trade policy or, God forbid, take back Congress's constitutional authority over tariffs.

Here, Mr. Thune and Mr. Johnson face a political dilemma, verging on a trap. They have shied away from criticizing Mr. Trump's trade policy, likely because they will require his political muscle to get the tax extension through Congress. But this has allowed the president to continue down a destructive path for the economy and for their majorities in Congress. The economy is not the only thing that matters in politics, but it's the first thing that matters. Without a stable economic footing to run on, House members in battleground districts face a perilous path to re-election.

It may seem early to be worrying about midterm elections, but the coming weeks will determine what, if anything, Republicans will have to show voters for granting them unified control of Washington.

Passing a bill to prevent tax rates from going up is a necessary action. But congressional leaders should not kid themselves. Unless they -- or the markets -- can convince the president to back down on tariffs, this "one big, beautiful bill" may feel more like thin gruel to voters.

Brendan Buck, a communications strategist, was a counselor to Paul Ryan and a press secretary for John Boehner when they were speakers of the House.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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Guest Essay


Xi Can't Trust His Own Military

 Athit Perawongmetha/Reuters



By Phillip C. Saunders and Joel Wuthnow
Dr. Saunders and Dr. Wuthnow are experts on the Chinese military at National Defense University in Washington.


May 06, 2025 at 06:00 AM

President Xi Jinping of China is believed to have ordered his armed forces to be prepared to invade Taiwan by 2027, if necessary, raising the specter of a catastrophic military conflict in the next few years that would almost inevitably draw in the United States.

But an ongoing purge by Mr. Xi of his top military ranks casts doubt on that deadline and, in the longer term, whether he can trust his generals to successfully wage war.

Over the past two years, two defense ministers and a host of senior People's Liberation Army officers have been removed from their positions, including top leaders of the Rocket Force, which controls China's nuclear weapons.

Heads continue to roll, including, according to recent reports, one of the highest-profile ousters yet: Gen. He Weidong, the country's second-ranking officer, who reported directly to Mr. Xi and has been deeply involved in planning for a theoretical Taiwan invasion.

It is impossible to say for sure whether such dismissals are related to corruption -- a stubborn and serious problem in the People's Liberation Army -- to ideological differences or to other reasons. But the tumult raises serious questions about the competence and reliability of Mr. Xi's military commanders. This is likely to weaken his appetite for war, offering Taiwan and the United States time to strengthen their defenses.

There is no question that China's military has come a long way. Once antiquated, it is now the world's largest armed force and rivals the United States in air, naval and missile power. China's military has been rehearsing an invasion or blockade of Taiwan for years -- including exercises in early April -- and is working out some of the challenges of transporting tens of thousands of troops across the Taiwan Strait.

But hardware and logistics alone don't ensure victory. Military effectiveness depends heavily on battlefield leadership -- experienced commanders able to make tough calls, quickly, in the fog of war. China has not fought a war since 1979, and today's generation of Chinese officers, unlike their American and Russian counterparts, has no battlefield experience, a fact that Mr. Xi himself has lamented.

The deeper problem -- underscored by the internal turmoil -- is that Mr. Xi and the Chinese Communist Party may not even have a solid grip on their army.

Unlike the U.S. military, whose personnel swear an oath to the Constitution and are supposed to be apolitical, the People's Liberation Army is the Chinese Communist Party's army. Its officers swear allegiance to the party -- of which they are members -- and take their orders from Mr. Xi as head of the party and chairman of its powerful Central Military Commission. In theory, they should be under firm party control, but that's not the case.

The People's Liberation Army, with its combined army, navy and air forces, occupies a powerful position in China. This was immortalized by Mao Zedong, who said, "Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun." The army's status resulted in party leaders granting it a high degree of autonomy to ensure generals remained loyal, essentially allowing it to police itself.

As Chinese military spending soared over the years, so did opportunities for corruption. Party leaders, some of whom were themselves accused of being corrupt, often looked the other way. But after Mr. Xi took power in 2012, he began an anti-graft campaign throughout the party that rooted out corrupt or potentially disloyal senior military officers. He also undertook the largest restructuring of the armed forces since Mao.

The long-running purge indicates he's still struggling to assert control.

Most of the recent dismissals appear related to corruption. But like his predecessors, Mr. Xi needs the military's backing to maintain his grip on power and can go only so far in attacking its culture of graft. Illustrating the intractability of the problem, those brought down in the past two years have been his own appointees.

Corruption undercuts military preparedness in important ways. It can fuel the rise of officers more skilled at receiving kickbacks than at commanding troops and lead to the purchase of subpar equipment. A report released last year by the U.S. Department of Defense suggested that corruption in China's Rocket Force might have been so severe that some missile silos required repairs.

Perhaps more important, the wave of dismissals may mean that Mr. Xi cannot fully trust what his military advisers tell him about China's readiness for war. General He's case, in particular, raises doubts regarding Taiwan, a self-ruled island that China claims as its own territory. As a former chief of the Eastern Theater Command, General He was responsible for planning a potential invasion of Taiwan until Mr. Xi elevated him in 2022 to vice chairman of the military commission, where he was the Chinese leader's top adviser on a Taiwan campaign.

All of this adds to another key problem common in the armies of autocratic countries: political interference. Chinese officers and soldiers spend substantial amounts of time on political indoctrination, including studying Mr. Xi's speeches. Ever-present political commissars make sure the party's orders are followed, which can slow down decision making and inhibit individual initiative. In democratic countries, by contrast, officers have more freedom to make their own decisions and learn from their mistakes.

None of this means Taipei or Washington can afford to be complacent. China's huge army would fight if ordered to, even if not fully ready, especially if China perceives Taiwan moving toward outright independence.

But Mr. Xi is probably not spoiling for a fight. The disastrous invasion of Ukraine by President Vladimir Putin of Russia showed the world that military might alone does not ensure victory over a smaller foe that is dug in and determined. Win or lose, a war with Taiwan could devastate China's economy -- which already faces slowing growth and hefty U.S. trade tariffs -- and a military failure could threaten Mr. Xi's hold on power.

Taiwan should use this time to radically increase spending on weapons that are especially useful in repelling an invasion, such as anti-ship cruise missiles, sea mines and drones. The United States should deploy more long-range missiles and other weaponry to the region to deter a Chinese attack against the island. Taiwan also could capitalize on American military ingenuity by devising innovative ways to thwart an invasion that exploit Chinese commanders' inexperience and inability to quickly respond to unforeseen situations.

The greatest risk today is that the fear and tension stoked by aggressive Chinese behavior and language lead to a miscalculation and war. China's threats will continue. But leaders in Taiwan and the United States must avoid overreacting and recognize that for the foreseeable future, Mr. Xi will be reluctant to send a scandal-plagued military into battle.

Phillip C. Saunders is the director of the China Center at the Institute for National Strategic Studies at National Defense University in Washington. Joel Wuthnow is a senior research fellow at the institute. They are the authors of "China's Quest for Military Supremacy."
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Ross Douthat


Lifestyles of the Rich and Miserable

 Illustration by Sam Whitney/The New York Times; source photographs by Apple TV+



By Ross Douthat
Opinion Columnist


May 06, 2025 at 09:20 PM

There are three broad spirits in which American television portrays the rich: aspiration, judgment and reassurance. The aspirational spirit makes you want to have what they have, the judgmental spirit condemns them for what they've done to get what they have, and the reassuring spirit tells you that you don't want what they have, anyway.

Often these spirits coexist in the same portrayal. Even exercises in what seems like pure aspiration -- a reality TV real estate show, say -- can feel like a rough draft for an eat-the-rich jeremiad, while even stories that are intent on portraying rich people in a critical light find it hard to escape from some sort of aspirational identification. Imagining oneself hanging out in the resorts on "The White Lotus" is part of the show's appeal, even when you're officially glad you aren't one of the characters. And a show like "Succession," in which the Murdoch-esque family was not just flawed but also malign and aggressively miserable, still stirred a certain kind of envy in the frictionless way its billionaires moved from yachts to palazzos to alpine and tropical retreats.

So the most interesting thing about "Your Friends & Neighbors," a new Apple TV+ show in which Jon Hamm plays a New York City moneyman who starts thieving from his gilded neighbors to keep up appearances after he loses his high-paying job, is that it manages to eliminate almost any sense of aspirational identification from its portrait of leafy Connecticut hyperaffluence.

It isn't just that its characters, inhabiting a world that resembles the richest parts of Greenwich or New Canaan, are unhappy, flailing, depressed. They are also denied the compensations that are supposed to attach to wealth. For all their millions, they still don't seem financially or socially secure, and although the show deliberately showcases various luxury goods (high-end watches, Rolls-Royces, fancy Scotch), the overall ambience is extraordinarily bare of style and beauty, offering instead a world of blah decor, undistinguished fashions and cavernous homes that just look like overpriced McMansions.

A couple of years ago I praised the show "Fleishman Is in Trouble" for its effective portrait of a specific kind of almost-upper-class anxiety, the sense instilled in many striving meritocrats that even if they are doing well, they're still missing out on a security that you simply can't achieve on a doctor's or lawyer's salary: the trust fund, the financial cushion, the assurances of generational wealth.

The characters in "Your Friends & Neighbors" are the people that the striving meritocrats in "Fleishman" might reasonably envy -- not the Bezosian billionaire class but the people for whom $15 million homes are normal and watches worth $100,000 can be stolen and not missed. And the new show functions as a very direct and reassuring response to meritocratic status anxiety by portraying its rich world as a place where unhappiness is only magnified and financial security is still an illusion. Generational wealth or no, they are all still stressing about getting their daughters into Princeton, and the pressures of keeping up with the mansion dwellers next door mean that even a top dog like Hamm's Andrew "Coop" Cooper is just one bad break away from financial calamity.

As part of the target audience for this kind of reassurance, I appreciate the pandering: Watching the first few episodes of the show did, indeed, make me feel better about not being as rich as the onscreen characters.

But is the pandering perspective true? Is this the right way to depict the landscape of the contemporary rich -- as a fundamentally dreary place, with all glamour banished? Is "Your Friends & Neighbors" getting at a truth that eludes all the more aspirational portrayals?

I told my editors that I would need six months and a $20 million expense account to really answer that question, but here are a few thoughts while I wait for that request to be approved.

First, you could argue that post-1960s cultural trends have genuinely stripped away certain elements of fun that used to attach to upper-class lifestyles. The dominance of a striving meritocratic spirit has made mere privilege less respectable than in the days when WASP scions coasted into Ivy League schools. Even if you have enough money to set your kids up for life, you still might feel the need to stress about college admissions because that's what's expected of you; the Ivy League imprimatur rather than the Social Register is where status really lies.

Likewise, the aesthetic trends of the past 50 years -- the turn from ornament in architecture, the collapse of standards of dress and the spread of a casual affect even among billionaires -- have stripped away a zone of aesthetic distinction that the superrich used to inhabit and enjoy. To be able to afford certain kinds of beauty, to build Newport palaces or just dress elegantly for dinner was a special grace granted to the old-time upper class, and even though rich people's homes today are still absurdly expensive, they have lost crucial elements of visual distinction and delight.

Just adding zeros to your bank account doesn't help with this. The characters on "Your Friends & Neighbors" are probably richer than many of the working admen (and -women) on "Mad Men," Hamm's earlier portrait of existential issues on the Manhattan-to-Connecticut commute. But the "Mad Men" cast inhabits a far more stylish world, and so even though the personal problems are similar -- adultery, divorce, difficult kids, depression -- the Eisenhower-era characters seem more enviable because when they suffer, there are compensations in how cool and glamorous they look.

Then finally, perhaps, there was once a way in which rich people -- yes, rich men, primarily -- were granted a special zone of transgression, a space to commit sins like adultery and get away with it (pending divine displeasure, at least), that made them feel freer than the decent, respectable bourgeoisie. And that distinction largely collapsed with the sexual revolution's democratization of desire.

Sure, fantasies of wealthy transgression endure -- witness the appeal of "Fifty Shades of Grey" -- and Elon Musk does have his bizarre postmodern harem. But in most cases, infidelity among the wealthy nowadays seems not all that different from infidelity among the middle class, yielding the same attempts to make the best of unpleasant separations, the same haggles over custody, except with a special pressure connected to the outsize financial stakes. If there's anything that establishes a permanent mood of misery in "Your Friends & Neighbors," it's this sense that money mostly makes divorce more likely without making it that much more endurable.

So should we pity the mansion class? Are they perhaps even worse off, in some way, than the meritocratic strivers one level down the ladder?

I wish I really thought so, but in the end, the bleakness of "Your Friends & Neighbors" feels a little too overdetermined to convince. This is especially true of the various stupidities required to put Hamm's character in dire enough financial straits to turn to larceny. It's easy enough, as a nonwealthy viewer, to think: If I were that rich but also overleveraged, I would simply not sleep with a colleague after signing a contract that gave my company complete control of my clients for years after I was fired.

And it's easy enough, more generally, to watch the show and think: These people are wasting their money and failing to enjoy it, but I would simply not plant myself so deeply in a miserable existence if I were pulling down millions and millions a year.

Of course, there are many rich people who do end up planted in misery. But it would be easier to resist envy if that misery were automatic and universal, if there weren't plenty of rich people who, despite lacking in certain advantages available to the wealthy in the past, still seem to be making the most out of their lucre, with chastisement perhaps awaiting in the next life but definitely not evident in this one.

"Your Friends & Neighbors" is a worthy exercise in depicting the ways in which that chastisement can arrive early and a useful balm for the resentments of people who assume that they'd definitely be happier with $10 million in the bank. But if you want the full picture of how wealth is experienced in America, I'd still recommend a dose of "Selling Sunset" or "Million Dollar Listing New York" for every hour you might spend with the miserable rich.
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Guest Essay


Stop Trying to Make Everyone Go to College

 Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Randi Weingarten
Ms. Weingarten is the president of the American Federation of Teachers.


May 06, 2025 at 10:02 AM

For years, America's approach to education has been guided by an overly simplistic formula: 4+4 -- the idea that students need four years of high school and four years of college to succeed in life.

Even with this prevailing emphasis on college, around 40 percent of high schoolers do not enroll in college upon graduating, and only 60 percent of students who enroll in college earn a degree or credential within eight years of high school graduation.

While college completion has positive effects -- on health, lifetime earnings, civic engagement and even happiness -- it's increasingly clear that college for all should no longer be our North Star. It's time to scale up successful programs that create multiple pathways for students so high school is a gateway to both college and career.

More than 80 percent of America's young people attend public schools, and the challenges many students and their families face are well known. Chronic absenteeism worsened during the pandemic. For many reasons, the country's lowest-performing students are being left behind. Cellphones and social media have helped fuel an epidemic of bullying, loneliness and mental health struggles among youth. Educators, who have less and less authority in their classrooms, are valiantly fighting those headwinds, too often with insufficient resources.

So far, President Trump's response has been to order the dismantling of the Department of Education and to propose billions of dollars of cuts to K-12 education that will push our system of public schools closer to the breaking point.

Republican-led states are increasingly embracing school vouchers, which let parents spend public funds on private schools, despite evidence of the negative effect of vouchers on student achievement: Evaluations of vouchers in Indiana, Louisiana, Ohio and Washington, D.C., show that these programs can cause drops in test scores. And vouchers divert vital funding that could and should go to public schools. Arizona is spending millions of dollars on vouchers for kids already attending private schools. Students in Cleveland's public schools may lose up to $927 per pupil in education spending to vouchers each year.

I propose a different strategy: aligning high school to both college prep and in-demand vocational career pathways. Just as students who plan to go to college can get a head start through Advanced Placement programs, high schools, colleges and employers should work together to provide the relevant coursework to engage students in promising career opportunities.

I'm not suggesting reviving the old shop class, although there is value in aspects of that approach, including hands-on learning. We've got to shed the misperception some may still have of technical education as a dumping ground for students headed for low-skill, low-paying jobs.

I taught social studies and A.P. government in a career and technical education, or C.T.E., school. My students not only prepared for careers in health care such as nursing; they also had robust discussions about the Constitution and won national debate competitions. I have seen innovative programs throughout the country, which show that high schools -- with work force partners -- can prepare all students for a variety of careers and fulfilling lives whether they go on to four-year or two-year college or training for a variety of skilled trades and technical careers.

In April, I attended the opening of a C.T.E. high school, RioTECH, in Rio Rancho, N.M. RioTECH is a partnership between the public schools and a local community college, with support from industry partners and the local teachers union -- an affiliate of the organization I lead, the American Federation of Teachers -- giving students the opportunity to earn stackable credentials in high-demand skilled trades as well as tuition-free, dual-credit classes that count for both high school and college credit.

The Brooklyn STEAM Center is a public school at the Navy Yard that partners with businesses, public high schools and the local union, the United Federation of Teachers. Students there have access to internships and apprenticeships and the potential of full-time jobs with more than 500 businesses on site. Career pathways include cybersecurity, construction technology and computer-aided design and engineering.

In Newark, students at the Red Hawks Rising Teacher Academy can enter a no-cost, dual-enrollment program in partnership with Montclair State University, Newark Public Schools and the A.F.T. This high school experience with a high-quality teacher preparation program helps create a pipeline to educate, train and retain future teachers, and to diversify the teacher work force.

Last year, the A.F.T. and two affiliates began an advanced technology framework with Micron and the state of New York in 10 school districts, now expanding to districts in Michigan and Minnesota, with federal funding. In this program, high school students acquire technical and foundational skills, creating pathways to middle-class jobs in the microchip sector that often won't require a four-year college degree.

More than 90 percent of students who concentrate in career and technical education graduate from high school, and about three-quarters of them continue their education after high school. Research shows that career and technical education has positive effects on students' academic achievement, high school completion and college readiness.

Chase Dumolt is one such student. Before he graduated from high school last year, he already had a valuable leg up on his dream of owning an electrical business. Students at his high school in New Lexington, Ohio, have access to a wide range of C.T.E. and work force development opportunities, including an electrical pre-apprenticeship program where he worked alongside journeymen electricians. While finishing his coursework, he was already earning an enviable paycheck with a retirement fund. When he graduated, he had a diploma, valuable industry credentials and a running start toward a fulfilling career.

Career-connected learning is an area of rare common ground in our deeply divided political environment -- it counts both Senator Bernie Sanders and the Trump-appointed education secretary, Linda McMahon, as supporters.

Ensuring all students get a great public education takes resources, which is why Mr. Trump's planned cuts are just plain wrong. The Senate passed a resolution this year "supporting the goals and ideals of 'Career and Technical Education Month'"; a similar resolution is pending in the House. Now it's time for Congress and the administration to offer tangible support for those goals in the federal budget.

Rather than undercutting the Education Department, or using the challenges that public schools face as a rationale to cut vital federal funding under the pretext of sending more authority to the states (which already have most of the authority for schools), why not support and scale practices, policies and programs that will make our schools more engaging and relevant to more students?

Randi Weingarten is the president of the American Federation of Teachers.
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On the Chopping Block: Arts and Humanities

May 07, 2025 at 05:26 PM


A group of officials at the National Endowment for the Arts are resigning.  Graeme Sloan/Sipa via Associated Press


To the Editor:

Re "Trump Seeks to Eliminate the National Endowment for the Arts" (news article, nytimes.com, May 2) and "Top Officials at National Endowment for Arts Resign Amid Cuts by Trump" (news article, May 7):

I can't say I was surprised by President Trump's proposal to eliminate the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Autocrats scorn art for its ability to speak truth to power. They know that art can mobilize and unite, inspire and defy. Yes, art challenges authority, and it's pretty clear by now that Mr. Trump assails all challengers.

As a high school teacher over the last 28 years, I've been fortunate to take part in N.E.H. programming, specifically its Summer Institutes and its Landmarks of American History and Culture Workshops.

At these gatherings of teachers and experts from around the country, I've deepened my knowledge of literature, history, music and geography. I've exchanged ideas with other educators. I've developed lasting friendships. I've honed my expertise. Thousands of my students have enjoyed enriched lessons thanks to my involvement in N.E.H.-funded institutes and workshops.

With a crumbling education system and a shrinking teacher pipeline in much of America, isn't such programming the very antidote to failure?

The slash-and-burn approach of this administration doesn't just undermine our economy, our social safety nets, our historic preservation and our scientific research and advancement. It also leaves in ashes the democratic values -- wisdom, vision, creativity, innovation -- that create an engaged citizenry.

Of course, that's all part of the plan. A disengaged, fearful, overwhelmed citizenry is so much easier to control.

Gary J. Whitehead
Norwood, N.J.

To the Editor:

Regarding President Trump's proposal to eliminate the Institute of Museum and Library Services, we should remember just why such institutions are important. Of course, museums and libraries have many functions, but one of the most significant is that they give us all direct access to works of art.

What is special about being involved in art is that, for the moment that we are immersed in a work of art, we are better people -- more creative, kinder, more idealistic, more alive -- than we are normally. What is sad is that, in the next moment, we are our same old selves again. Such is life.

However, it's good to be reminded now and then of what we can be. Museums and libraries are places where we can be in touch with our best selves.

Frank Robinson
Ithaca, N.Y.
The writer was a museum director for 35 years, at Williams College, the Rhode Island School of Design Museum and Cornell University.

Trump's Threat of Tariffs on Films Made Abroad

In January, President Trump said he had named Mel Gibson, Sylvester Stallone and Jon Voight as "special ambassadors." Jenna Schoenefeld for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Citing National Security, Trump Vows a Tariff on Movies Made Outside U.S." (news article, May 6):

Together with his thirst for absolute power and control and his penchant for exacting revenge on his perceived enemies, Donald Trump has added another dimension.

For the disingenuous reason of making Hollywood great again, President Trump said he would impose a 100 percent tariff on movies "produced" outside the United States. If he meant movies made by other countries like those we see at foreign film festivals here, Mr. Trump has shown himself to be quite prescient. However creatively disguised, such films may indeed reflect an anti-Trump bias.

We have learned that Mr. Trump takes no blame, accepts no accountability and exacts retribution on his critics. Yet he blames others for his mistakes and criticizes, demeans or mocks his perceived enemies constantly. Hypocrisy as usual.

With his threat of tariffs on the foreign film industry and his unbelievable suggestion that he wants only to make Hollywood great again, he is now seeking retribution before a slight occurs. Perhaps he knows it will be coming.

Patricia Weller
Emmitsburg, Md.

To the Editor:

I am a senior, somewhat homebound. One of my few pleasures are quality films about history, many of them from Europe. President Trump is entertained by pro wrestling; I am entertained by historical drama. We have different tastes.

Fortunately, in America we have been free to choose, so far. Americans choose what they want to consume, and it is not always about price. Sometimes it is about quality as well.

It seems that we will end up like Communist countries, where the government controlled what you could purchase, resulting in mediocrity. How can it be that the party of free enterprise now offers us a future in which the state limits what we can buy and even what we can enjoy, such as historical dramas that educate and entertain?

Beverly Bozung
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
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        The company also predicted that business in the current quarter would be stronger than Wall Street had predicted.

      

      
        China Cuts Interest Rates to Shore Up Economy Hit by Trade War
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As Fed Holds Rates Steady, Powell Says Next Step Is 'Not at All Clear'

The central bank stuck to a wait-and-see approach as officials brace for President Trump's tariffs to stoke higher inflation and slower growth.

Video: Fed Chair Says Next Moves Are 'Not at all Clear'

The Federal Reserve announced that it would leave interest rates unchanged for a third meeting in a row on Wednesday.`


By Colby Smith
Reporting from Washington


May 07, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged on Wednesday for a third meeting in a row, as officials pointed to heightened uncertainty about how significantly President Trump's tariffs will raise inflation and slow growth.

The unanimous decision to stand pat will keep interest rates at 4.25 percent to 4.5 percent, where they have been since December after a series of cuts in the second half of 2024.

The Fed gathered at a highly volatile moment for the economy and the global financial system amid an onslaught of policy changes from Mr. Trump just months into his second term in the White House.

In a statement on Wednesday, the Fed acknowledged that the labor market was still "solid." But policymakers also noted that "uncertainty about the economic outlook has increased further" and "risks of higher unemployment and higher inflation have risen."

At a news conference after the decision, Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, said he could not yet say "which way this will shake out" in terms of whether to be more worried about inflation or growth.

Mr. Powell did not deviate much from an earlier stance that the Fed is not in a "hurry" to lower interest rates. He stressed that the Fed was "well positioned" to respond in a "timely way to potential economic developments" and that the costs of waiting were still "low."

"It's really not at all clear what it is we should do," he told reporters. His comments dampened expectations that the Fed will lower rates in June.

Since the Fed's last meeting in March, the Trump administration announced and then rolled back aggressive new tariffs as the president gave countries time to reach trade deals ahead of a July deadline. Still, a 10 percent universal tariff remains in place, along with additional levies on steel, aluminum and cars. Mr. Trump has also imposed a minimum tariff of 145 percent on Chinese goods.

The whiplash has unnerved financial markets, stoking volatility as Wall Street digested the various twists and turns associated with Mr. Trump's trade policy and his subsequent attacks on Mr. Powell for ignoring his demands to lower interest rates. Last month, investors started to flee what are considered financial "safe havens," signaling that markets had come under strain.

The upheaval has created complications for the central bank. It is struggling to both assess the economic fallout from Mr. Trump's policies and game out how it will set monetary policy in an environment in which its goals of maintaining a healthy labor market and keeping inflation low and stable may be in conflict.

If the Fed saw a "significant deterioration" in the labor market, Mr. Powell said, the central bank would "look to be able to support that." But "you'd hope it wasn't also coming at a time when inflation was getting very bad."

Officials have grown increasingly worried about how much Mr. Trump's policies, which also include slashing spending and deporting immigrants, will sap growth. Some companies have already started to warn about sluggish sales as consumers have turned much more downbeat about the outlook; the fear is that the uncertainty will further chill business activity.

But in contrast to the past, the Fed is not in a position to respond to early signs that the economy is weakening by preemptively lowering interest rates. That is because of inflation: Price pressures stemming from the post-pandemic surge have not been fully snuffed out, and now Mr. Trump's tariffs risk rekindling them.

Mr. Powell confirmed on Wednesday that the current circumstances were not those that allowed the Fed to be pre-emptive "because we actually don't know what the right response to the data will be until we see more data."

It is too early to tell if the tariff-induced jump in inflation will prove to be temporary, or if it morphs into something more persistent. So far, market-based measures of inflation expectations, to which the Fed pays closest attention, suggest that inflation will indeed remain contained after an initial pop. But officials do not want to make the same mistake they did just a few years ago, when they underestimated how long lasting inflation would prove to be.

As such, the bar for the central bank to lower interest rates is higher this time.

Officials will most likely need to see tangible evidence that the labor market is beginning to weaken before restarting cuts. If monthly jobs growth grinds to a halt, or turns negative, and layoffs rise, that could be enough to bolster the central bank's conviction that it can begin to reduce rates.

But waiting to see that show up in the data may mean that the Fed has moved too late, potentially prompting the need for officials to cut more aggressively later on.

The Fed's patient approach to rate cuts is likely to keep tensions simmering with Mr. Trump, who has repeatedly attacked Mr. Powell for not acquiescing to his demands for lower borrowing costs. Mr. Trump will get a chance to pick a new Fed chair soon, as Mr. Powell's term is up next May.

When asked on Wednesday about his plans after his time as chair expires and whether he would continue on as a governor until his term ended in 2028, Mr. Powell said his focus was on "trying to navigate this tricky passage we're in right now."

"This is a challenging situation, and that's 100 percent of our focus right now," he said.
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Netflix Overhauls Its Home Screen for the First Time in 12 Years

The implications for the industry could be significant, given that most other streaming services have copied Netflix's design.

Video: 

The new Netflix home page will have a navigation bar across the top of the screen.


By John Koblin
Reporting from Netflix's tech headquarters in Los Gatos, Calif.


May 07, 2025 at 01:00 PM

The most powerful home page in entertainment is about to look a lot different.

Beginning next week, Netflix will introduce a new home page design for television screens, the company's first serious makeover since 2013. The redesign, which features fewer titles but more video and animation, is intended to present a sleeker look and get "people to press play, and stay," the company said.

The last time Netflix debuted a major home page redesign, the streaming service had just over 30 million subscribers and was only starting to make its own original programs. It now has more than 300 million subscribers, has released thousands of original TV shows and movies and has remade the entire entertainment industry in its streaming image.

It's a moment that the company is marketing as "the new Netflix."

The new home page will have a navigation bar across the top of the screen, instead of being tucked away on the left side, as it has been. It will also feature what executives are calling "responsive recommendations," which will serve titles on the home page based on what the subscriber has been searching for in near-real time. (Looking for horror? Here come a lot more horror recommendations.) And the new TV home page will have the ability to more prominently feature its new content types, like live programming.

"The real goal of this is, how do we make it easier, how do we make it simpler, faster for you to make a great decision?" Greg Peters, a co-chief executive of the company, said in an interview.

The redesign will start rolling out for all subscribers in the coming weeks and months. It will be only for television screens, which is where viewers do most of their Netflix viewing (70 percent, the company said).

The implications for the industry could be significant. Over the past decade, nearly all media companies copied Netflix's TV home page when designing their own streaming services, with rows upon rows of titles.

The redesign will start rolling out for all subscribers in the coming weeks and months. Netflix


Now the gap between Netflix and the traditional entertainment industry is so vast that HBO and Max executives say they would be happy to be considered as an "add-on" in households that already subscribe to Netflix. But at the same time, Netflix is locked in a battle for streaming TV time supremacy in the United States with YouTube. The Google-owned company has a fairly comfortable lead against Netflix, according to Nielsen, the research firm.

Company executives said they started dreaming up the new home page -- the internal nickname is Eclipse -- in late 2022.

Though Netflix's home page has been revised and updated several times over the last decade, executives said the company was beginning to hit a wall with the old design.

For starters, there was just the look itself, with seemingly endless rows of titles and tiles, one that Steve Johnson, Netflix's vice president of design, likened to a Blockbuster Video shelf. Eunice Kim, Netflix's chief product officer, said, "The way that the old home page is built, you kind of see box art, box art, box art, box art."

"It's kind of suboptimal, right?" she added.







Older versions of the Netflix home page.  Netflix

Subscribers firing up their Netflix app, she said, have traditionally been divided into two branches: about half who know exactly what they want to watch versus another half who have sort of an idea, or no idea at all. Ms. Kim said, however, that the not-knowing-what-they-want group had increased in recent years.

"That just means our product needs to work even harder to kind of introduce these titles to folks for the first time," she said.

Enter Eclipse. Though the Netflix catalog remains as big as ever, the new home page will display fewer titles. When a subscriber hovers over a title, however, it will expand into a much bigger image on the screen. That image will be packed with information, including a brief description and badges that will say things like "highly rewatched," "spent 13 weeks in the Top 10" or "Oscar nominee."

Video: 

When a subscriber hovers over a title, the image will expand and include badges if it is highly watched or has won awards.

After a couple of seconds, a preview video from the show or movie will then begin to play. (The company has found that people are more likely to watch a show or movie after seeing a clip.) The goal, Ms. Kim said, is "getting you to kind of slow down and notice a little bit more about the title versus scanning."

Eclipse will also begin to quickly offer subscribers recommendations based on their searches, "something we've been pursuing really for a couple of years now," Mr. Peters said.

If a subscriber is searching for family movies, for example, more and more real estate lower on the home screen will start to populate with family-friendly programming. On the old home page, it could take up to a day for the algorithm to catch up.

"In the same way that people might talk about a TikTok as being like, 'Oh, gosh, it really seems to understand me,' we want our members to be able to feel that way about our service, right -- like we get them," Ms. Kim said.

Video: 

Eclipse will also begin to offer recommendations based on a subscriber's searches.

Executives believe Eclipse will also drive viewers more urgently to live events like a National Football League game, or a big fight.

"You see the livestream, and it's not just a piece of artwork, but you see the animation, the motion, the energy of the fight going on, right when you turn on the TV," Ms. Kim said. 

Competitors seem eager to change up their home pages, too. Disney's chief executive, Robert A. Iger, expressed some frustration with his company's streaming home pages in an earnings call this year, saying they had "to be more dynamic" and lamenting that they were "fairly static in nature."

Mr. Peters said that, with time, he hopes subscribers start to notice just how much better the new Netflix is. And then, he imagined, when they click over to their streaming competitors from Netflix, "those other experiences feel relatively static, maybe they feel a little bit old at some point in time, and stuck in the mud," he said.

"You know," he continued, "I wouldn't be sad about that outcome."
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Would the Housing Crisis Ease if Boomers Rented Out Their Empty Rooms?

Millions of single-family homes are underused, on spacious lots. Refitting them for "roommate houses" or backyard cottages could make a difference.

Monte Anderson, a developer in the Dallas area, divided his 2,400-square-foot home into four studio apartments and added a house in the backyard.  Desiree Rios for The New York Times



By Conor Dougherty



May 04, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Monte Anderson opened a broom closet in his kitchen and pointed to a door handle near a mop and a trash can. Somewhere on the other side lay one small solution to America's affordable housing crisis.

Mr. Anderson is a developer who rehabs commercial and residential buildings in and around Dallas, including the ranch-style house where he lives, for now, with three kind-of-sort-of roommates. The 2,400-square-foot home has been split into four studio apartments. Each has an outdoor entrance, but also connects to another unit through a door like the one in his kitchen closet.

The connecting doors are locked and hidden because they're designed to not be used. The main reason for their existence is that they allow Mr. Anderson to claim he lives in a single-family home, in accordance with local zoning codes, when in reality the home contains four apartments in a country that needs more of them.

"This is a suburban retrofit," Mr. Anderson, 66, said during the tour.

Mr. Anderson spent about $1 million renovating the house, which was almost uninhabitable when he bought it.  Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Economists estimate that America needs between four million and eight million more homes. Their prescription is to build a lot of new houses and apartment complexes. It's a remedy that politicians from both parties agree with in principle, but that is bound to take decades to accomplish.

It takes money to buy land, time to secure permits. In the meantime, construction costs have exploded. That's why most new homes tend to be luxury rentals or higher-cost houses, rather than something a person with a middle or lower income can afford. Those lower-cost units, however, are the ones in the shortest supply.

This imbalance has turned policymakers and entrepreneurs like Mr. Anderson toward a large and underappreciated market: the 145 million or so homes that already exist.

About two-thirds of America's housing stock consists of single-family homes. Apartment buildings are essentially banned from large swaths of major metropolitan areas, where most of the land is zoned for low-density neighborhoods. Mr. Anderson is trying to find a loophole by guiding single-family homes toward a new, multifamily life.

There was a time when big houses were what the United States needed. When Mr. Anderson's house was built in the 1970s, American mothers had more than three children on average, according to the Pew Research Center.

Today that's shifted: People are marrying at older ages or not at all, having fewer children (an average of two for mothers in 2020, according to Pew) and increasingly living with other adults in their families. The result is a housing mismatch in which older people live in big houses with empty bedrooms while single adults and families with few children are looking for smaller, more affordable places.

"The roommate house" -- Mr. Anderson's name for his chopped-up ranch home -- is designed for this new world. A serial rehabber, Mr. Anderson has taken on strip malls, a movie theater and a former wax paper plant that now contains some 70 small businesses, including a microbrewery, a boxing gym and a mishmash of artisans who sell things like jewelry and housewares.

A hidden door leads to a separate apartment inside Mr. Anderson's house.  Desiree Rios for The New York Times


All of his projects are scattered around Dallas and its suburbs, a region where he has spent his entire life. But within that area, Mr. Anderson stays on the move, often taking residence in whatever new thing he has just built. For a while, he lived in a boutique hotel, then moved to an apartment complex he had redeveloped. Now he's in the chopped-up house.

"Sometimes I have to do it for financial reasons, but mostly I do it to see what I've done right and what I've done wrong," Mr. Anderson said. "To do the experiment, I have to live in it."

The units in the roommate house rent for $1,800, including utilities. At that price, it's not affordable for low-income tenants. But he is providing a haven for a 27-year-old woman who works in an assisted-living facility, a 70-year-old bookkeeper and Mr. Anderson's 20-year-old granddaughter, who is a real estate agent. And to his way of thinking, the building itself stands for something: a proof of concept for a way of living.

Change, Without Disruption

Over the past decade, cities and states around the country have tried to encourage ideas like Mr. Anderson's by making it easier to add rental units to existing structures. Some have passed laws that allow backyard homes and garage and basement units. Others encourage homeowners to subdivide their lots and sell a portion for development.

The goal is to add housing in existing neighborhoods without creating too much disruption -- or stirring up residents who don't like change. In many cases, the efforts have yielded more significant results than attempts to rezone entire cities or add apartment buildings to streets of single-family houses.

Consider California, home of the nation's biggest affordability crisis. Since 2016, state legislators have proposed a blizzard of housing laws, from forcing suburbs to allow multifamily housing to stripping cities of land-use authority if they don't approve housing more quickly. Yet when you look at the number of units that have been built since the Legislature started focusing on housing, the humble backyard cottage -- an "accessory dwelling unit" in the jargon of city planners -- is the main bright spot.

In 2016, before California passed several laws making A.D.U.s easier to build, local governments permitted about 1,000, which in a state of 40 million people is basically zero. In 2023, the state permitted about 23,000, while the number of new single-family homes and apartment buildings remained essentially flat.

The A.D.U. laws created an entrepreneurial boomlet -- a literal cottage industry that helps homeowners get permits, build units and use software to identify suitable lots. Phil Levin, a Bay Area technology executive who has become an evangelist for communal living, recently started Live Near Friends, a company that helps people identify plots whose size and regulations are ideal for multiple families to live on.

Ben Bear is the chief executive of BuildCasa, an Oakland company founded in 2022 to take advantage of new California laws that allow homeowners to subdivide their property and sell their backyards for development. The company is a hybrid real estate play that develops some properties but mostly acts as a broker that connects other developers with homeowners who want to add units.

Mr. Bear estimates that the state could add millions of units this way while unlocking billions in value for homeowners. So far, he said, many of his customers are parents who split their lots to build homes for their adult children or are aging homeowners in search of income.

"It's boomers who bought a long time ago and have paid off their homes and own the biggest lots," he said.

Mr. Anderson put a door inside a broom closet. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Mr. Anderson, in Dallas, sometimes rents his rooms through PadSplit, an Atlanta-based company that is essentially a roommate version of Airbnb: Its software platform connects tenants looking for rooms with homeowners looking for renters.

How Households Are Reshaped

Living arrangements have always shifted with culture and the economy. During World War II, another grinding housing shortage prompted Americans to carve up homes and create rooming hotels in major cities. The shortage eased during the postwar building boom, as developers mass-built the modern suburbs, often with modest two- and three-bedroom houses.

At the same time, the composition of households shifted from multigenerational groupings toward a mix of nuclear and single-parent households. That trend has started to reverse.

In a new book, "Doubled Up," Hope Harvey, a professor of public policy at the University of Kentucky, documents how high rents, the precarious job market and the need to care for older parents or young children have made multigenerational households far more common.

This shift is most prevalent among lower-income households and reflects yawning inequality and a fraying safety net, along with the housing shortage. But the trend has moved steadily up the income ladder as rent and home prices have escalated.

"The housing market is so expensive, the child care market is so expensive, that these families feel that to pursue their goals they have to double up," Dr. Harvey said in an interview.

These are usually economic decisions: Dr. Harvey said most of the people she had talked to for her book described living in someone else's home as a temporary arrangement. Most people don't want to deal with grating annoyances like sharing a living room, or immediately cleaning up dishes because they live with a neat freak. Some don't like never being alone.

Mr. Anderson said his roommate house was designed with this aversion to togetherness in mind. He bought the house for $300,000 when it was borderline uninhabitable -- a wrecked kitchen, drained pool, leaking roof -- and spent about $1 million renovating it. He also added a backyard house that looks onto a resurfaced pool. A wooden deck, gravel walkways and cactus landscaping give the grounds a midcentury desert vibe.

"It's not exactly where I want to live myself," he said. "Although I kind of like it."

Inside the house that Mr. Anderson added in his backyard.  Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Including the apartment Mr. Anderson currently lives in, the rents would bring in a little over $9,000 a month, which is just enough to cover the mortgage and expenses.

Why build something with so little financial upside? Mr. Anderson's hope, he said, is that the project will inspire others and show cities that multifamily living can coexist in single-family neighborhoods. This, he argued, would bring in more tax revenue, raise real estate values and possibly inspire others to hire his company to develop more homes like his.

Plus, while the paltry returns might not entice Wall Street, he said, "it's a financial winner if you have an elderly parent who can live here instead of assisted living."

As we walked through a newly vacant unit -- a consultant who used to live there moved to North Carolina -- Mr. Anderson said his aim is to create a happy medium with lower-cost units and a sense of community. But that community only works because people can keep the doors closed and ignore each other.
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Tech Tip


How to Use the A.I.-Powered Writing Tools on Your Phone

Artificial intelligence software -- some already free on your device -- can quickly compose and edit documents. But be sure to check its work.

The writing tools in Apple Intelligence can compose, edit, condense and rewrite text for you, making it easier to draft documents on a smartphone or tablet with minimal typing or voice input. Apple



By J. D. Biersdorfer
J.D. Biersdorfer is the Tech Tip columnist and also writes about books for The Times.


May 07, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Artificial intelligence software has given editing tools a huge boost in power, far beyond the spell-checkers and grammar aids of yore.

A.I. can proofread, rewrite, summarize and compose text, making it simple to craft clean, complex documents in a flash -- even on a smartphone. If you haven't dabbled yet, free offerings from Apple and Google are an easy place to begin experimenting.

Tinkering with the software lets you see its capabilities and gives you insight on when -- and when not -- to let A.I. do the writing. Here's a guide to getting started.

Using Apple Intelligence

Apple's integrated suite of A.I. tools, called Apple Intelligence, includes a selection of Writing Tools. (It requires iOS 18.1 and a more recent iPhone or iPad.)

The Writing Tools work in most apps where you type or dictate words. Once you have written something (like in Pages), highlight the section you want to edit. Select Writing Tools in the pop-up menu, or tap the circular Apple Intelligence icon in the toolbar.

The Apple Intelligence Writing Tools menu offers several commands to edit the highlighted text onscreen. Apple


In the Writing Tools menu, select the option you want to use, like Proofread, Rewrite or Summarize -- or describe how you want to change the text. You can display it as key points, a list or a table, or even recast the tone of the writing with a tap to make it sound friendlier, more professional or streamlined. If you don't like the changes, revert to the original.

Like other A.I. assistants, Apple Intelligence can also rework text to a specific request entered in the prompt box. (Apologies to Edna St. Vincent Millay and "Recuerdo.") Apple


With the help of the popular ChatGPT chatbot, Apple Intelligence can compose a draft from scratch, although you need to enable ChatGPT first. To do so, tap the Compose button and follow the onscreen directions. (The New York Times has sued ChatGPT maker OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. The two companies have denied the suit's claims.)

Using Google Gemini

Gemini is Google's own A.I.-assistant software and a free version is available for Android (replacing the Google Assistant) and iOS or in a web browser at gemini.google.com. An advanced version is $20 a month. (Certain Google Workspace accounts can link Gemini to Gmail, Google Docs and other apps.)

Google's Gemini A.I. assistant can handle proofreading and fact-checking chores on command, but as the disclaimer at the bottom of the screen notes, "Gemini can make mistakes, so double-check it." Google


Like other A.I. chatbots, Gemini responds to questions and prompts. For example, you could paste in a memo draft and ask Gemini to proofread and fact-check it for you.

In the prompt box, enter the type of document and the information you'd like to include to have Gemini whip up a draft that you can export and edit in Google Docs. Google


Gemini can also generate text upon request, like a project proposal. For example, in the prompt box, enter "Help me draft a proposal to the City Council to get a permit for a Dog Days of Summer festival on Aug. 2 and 3 that features a puppy parade, a Wiener Dog Derby, a fetch competition and vendor booths for local pet stores."

Once Gemini cranks out the proposal draft, you can save it as a Google Doc for your own editing and refinement.

Using Other Options

If your device is too old for Apple Intelligence or you don't use Google products, you still have plenty of A.I. helpers to consider, although many charge a subscription fee. Grammarly has been around since 2009 and now has a mobile app that works with your device's keyboard software for proofreading, tone adjustments and other A.I. assistance. Microsoft has its Copilot A.I. tool that works with the Microsoft 365 suite.

Grammarly, which has long been used for proofreading text, now has A.I.-powered writing tools available in its mobile, desktop and browser apps. Grammarly


The app stores have many A.I. bots, including writing-specific assistants like ParagraphAI for a variety of communications styles (including help for dyslexic writers) and Sudowrite for narrative projects. General chatbots like ChatGPT (which has a writing assistant) or Anthropic's Claude can rewrite or generate text.

Keep in Mind

Remember that A.I. is not perfect. Check the bot's work because it can make mistakes.

And while A.I. assistance has numerous advantages for more impersonal documents like memos and proposals, relying on it too much can dilute your voice and style -- especially as more people use A.I. to write.

Take the first sentences of Arthur Conan Doyle's 1891 short story "A Scandal in Bohemia," as rewritten by software to make Dr. Watson sound more casual:

Original: To Sherlock Holmes she is always the woman. I have seldom heard him mention her under any other name. In his eyes she eclipses and predominates the whole of her sex. It was not that he felt any emotion akin to love for Irene Adler.
Apple Intelligence: Sherlock Holmes always referred to her as the woman. He rarely used any other name for her. In his mind, she was the most prominent woman among all women. It wasn't because he felt any romantic feelings for Irene Adler.
Gemini: For Sherlock, she's always just 'the woman.' I've hardly ever heard him call her anything else. The way he sees it, she totally outshines all other women. It's not like he was in love with Irene Adler or anything.


You should always be in command of your own words -- which might help prevent people from thinking, "Hey, did A.I. write this?"
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Elon Musk Tried Keeping Issues at His Texas Mansion Private, Emails Show

The tech billionaire's staff was concerned that correspondence about his home in West Lake Hills would become public after neighbors complained.

A "No Trespassing" sign near Elon Musk's properties in West Lake Hills, Texas. Jordan Vonderhaar for The New York Times



By Kirsten Grind



May 06, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Few people want beefs with their neighbors to become public. That includes Elon Musk.

In March, Mr. Musk's team lobbied officials in the upscale city of West Lake Hills, Texas, to keep quiet the details of one of his mansions and security operations, according to emails to city employees obtained by The New York Times through public records requests.

In those emails, the tech billionaire's employees asked West Lake Hills officials to make private a public meeting in April -- where neighbors might speak about his $6 million house. They pointed to Mr. Musk's work with the Trump administration as reason that his property records and communications with the city be exempted from state and federal public records laws, the emails showed.

The homeowner should be exempt because he is a "federal public official," one of Mr. Musk's employees wrote in an email sent to the city on March 3, adding, "We can provide federal clearance documentation if needed."

The metal gate at of one of Mr. Musk's Texas properties, which has been the source of a local community dispute. The New York Times


Mr. Musk, 53, was trying to keep a disagreement with his neighbors over the construction of a 16-foot, chain-link fence and a metal gate with a camera at the mansion under wraps. He had made the changes to the property without obtaining the proper permits, violating six city ordinances, and was trying to retroactively address the issue.

His privacy push was unsuccessful. The West Lake Hills city attorney ruled against a closed meeting, the emails show. Last month, at a gathering of the Zoning and Planning Commission, Mr. Musk lost his appeal to keep the fence and gate on his property. The matter goes next to a City Council meeting, which had been scheduled for May 14 but was rescheduled for June 11 after "the applicant requested a postponement," Trey Fletcher, the city administrator, said on Tuesday.

Mr. Fletcher declined to comment on the city documents. Mr. Musk and his team did not respond to requests for comment.

The 6,900-square-foot, six-bedroom home in West Lake Hills is one of three mansions that Mr. Musk bought over the past few years for his children and their mothers. The mansion, on a residential cul-de-sac of four homes, is where Mr. Musk stays when he is in Austin and has become a hub for his growing security operations. He bought the property in 2022 through a limited liability company.

After the 16-foot fence and separate gate were erected, neighbors complained about the structures and the traffic on the leafy street. That led West Lake Hills officials to investigate.

By March, Mr. Musk's staff had become concerned that any documentation it sent to the city would become public, the emails show. Tisha Ritta, a permit official working for Mr. Musk's limited liability company, emailed the city to request that a hearing scheduled to discuss issues at the property be kept private.

Mr. Musk has been trying to keep a disagreement with his West Lake Hills neighbors under wraps. Pete Marovich for The New York Times


Inna Kaplun, who was identified as a lawyer working for "the property owner," also emailed the city, arguing that the owner should be exempt from a public hearing because of numerous security personnel at the property, including federal marshals. Citing a Texas statute, the lawyer said government entities did not have to conduct an open meeting to deliberate "security personnel or devices."

Mr. Musk's staff members and city officials held at least one meeting in March to discuss the property, the emails show. In mid-March, the city attorney for West Lake Hills ruled against Mr. Musk's request for a private hearing, citing the Texas Open Meetings Act, according to an email.

At the public Zoning and Planning Commission meeting last month, city employees recommended that Mr. Musk be allowed to keep the fence and gate he had built without permits, albeit with small changes required. Some of the commission's six members questioned the city staff about the proposal, according to a recording of the meeting.

The commission ultimately voted to recommend that the City Council deny Mr. Musk the exceptions for his projects.
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TikTok, Facing a U.S. Ban, Tells Advertisers: We're Here and Confident

The company's executives tried to reassure potential advertisers about the app's future in the United States without directly addressing a looming ban under a federal law.

Khartoon Weiss, TikTok's vice president of global business solutions, at the company's NewFronts presentation for advertisers on Tuesday evening. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Sapna Maheshwari



May 07, 2025 at 02:57 AM

"TikTok is here -- we are here," Khartoon Weiss, the company's vice president of global business solutions, told a packed warehouse of advertisers on Tuesday in Manhattan.

"We are absolutely confident in our platform and confident in the future of this platform," she declared.

That statement was the closest TikTok advertising executives got to addressing the app's uncertain fate in the United States in the company's annual spring pitch to marketers. Under a federal law and executive order, the app is set to be banned in the country next month if the Chinese owner of the company, ByteDance, does not sell it.

Hundreds of representatives from companies like L'Oreal and Unilever and various ad agencies scrambled to find seats for an event hosted by the comedian Hasan Minhaj that heavily emphasized TikTok's role as a cultural juggernaut.

TikTok is more than a video platform, Mr. Minhaj told the crowd. TikTok is "the cultural moments you talk about at work, the jokes you talk about in your group chat, the language you use in your everyday life," he said.

The tone of the event marked a departure from TikTok's presentation a year ago, when the company was smarting from the federal law that promised to ban the app in the United States because of national security concerns related to the company's Chinese ownership. Last year's pitch started with one of TikTok's top executives telling roughly 300 attendees that the company would fight the law in court and prevail and was "not backing down."

TikTok did not win in court -- the Supreme Court unanimously upheld the law in January -- but the company has earned an unusual reprieve from President Trump. He has essentially put a pause on the law, which was set to go into effect in January, most recently giving the company until June to find new owners. On Sunday, he suggested that he would extend the reprieve again if ByteDance needed more time.

The presentation on Tuesday was a reminder that beyond the battles in Washington, TikTok faces the same pressures as any other major social media company -- winning ad dollars and promising major brands safe spaces for their messages to run. TikTok has a foothold among marketers hawking everything from clothing to beauty hacks despite competition from Meta's Instagram Reels and Google's YouTube. TikTok says it has 170 million users in the United States.

At the event, the company promoted new tools that would let marketers run their messages alongside viral trends, and it pitched advertisers on the additional exposure they could get from running ads on TikTok during the Super Bowl. Ms. Weiss also told marketers that the company was eager to develop ways for advertisers to capitalize on search queries, as people increasingly use TikTok as an alternative to popular search engines like Google. 

Krishna Subramanian, chief executive and co-founder of the influencer marketing firm Captiv8, attended the advertiser presentation and said the audience had benefited from the reassurance about TikTok's future.

"Hearing that TikTok is here to stay from TikTok leadership becomes really powerful, as we think about our strategies for 2025," he said. "Seeing their investments within generative A.I., within product, within cultural moments -- it's where brands need to be."

The event also highlighted some of the turnover that has taken place at TikTok in its past year of turmoil. Blake Chandlee, TikTok's former president of global business solutions, who kicked off the event in 2024, recently resigned from his role, following the departures of other prominent executives in ad sales.

Mr. Minhaj's appearance at TikTok's presentation opened a star-studded season of pitches from television networks and other tech companies to advertisers. YouTube's annual advertiser pitch this month will feature a performance from Lady Gaga.

"Ten years ago, I was just a struggling comedian performing at dive bars, doing the occasional keynote for Vine," Mr. Minhaj said. "I would have loved to have TikTok when I was starting out as a comic -- we have seen comedians build entire careers off of it."
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New York Times Adds 250,000 Digital Subscribers

The company had nearly 11.7 million total subscribers at the end of March. Adjusted operating profit grew 21.9 percent compared with the same quarter a year ago.

The New York Times Company has a stated goal of 15 million subscribers by the end of 2027. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Katie Robertson



May 07, 2025 at 12:10 PM

The New York Times Company said on Wednesday that it added 250,000 digital-only subscribers in the last quarter, and that digital subscription revenue during the period jumped more than 14 percent.

Those results helped drive adjusted operating profit 21.9 percent higher from a year earlier, to $92.7 million in the quarter. Total revenue rose 7.1 percent, to $636 million.

The Times had 11.66 million total subscribers at the end of the first quarter, the company said, including 600,000 print subscribers. The company has a stated goal of 15 million subscribers by the end of 2027.

Meredith Kopit Levien, the president and chief executive of the Times Company, has worked to diversify the company's revenue streams by offering multiple lifestyle products alongside its news coverage in a subscription bundle.

Nearly half of the company's subscribers now subscribe to more than one of the products, which include the core news report, Cooking, Games, the product review website Wirecutter and the sports news outlet The Athletic. Average revenue per user, an increasingly important metric for The Times, rose to $9.54 in the quarter, up 3.6 percent, as more subscribers paid higher prices for subscriptions.

"Our strategy is working, and our business is growing and demonstrating resilience amidst the current economic and geopolitical uncertainty," Ms. Kopit Levien said in a statement.

Digital advertising revenue rose to $70.9 million for the first three months of the year, up 12.4 percent from $63 million in the same quarter the previous year, while total advertising revenue was up 4.2 percent to $108.1 million.

Revenue from affiliate referral and licensing, such as those from Wirecutter, increased 3.7 percent from the first three months of 2024.

Quarterly operating costs were $577.3 million, an increase of 5.8 percent from $545.7 million a year ago.

The Athletic, which The Times purchased for $550 million in 2022, continued to eke out a modest profit. Adjusted operating profit for the quarter was $2.9 million, up from a loss of $8.7 million in the same quarter in 2024, while its advertising revenue increased 82.5 percent in the quarter, to $10.4 million. The Athletic's total revenue increased 27.9 percent in the first quarter, to $47.6 million.
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Uber Revenue Is Up 14%, Despite Economic Fears

The company also predicted that business in the current quarter would be stronger than Wall Street had predicted.

Uber also announced a handful of new autonomous vehicle partnerships. Nam Y. Huh/Associated Press



By Eli Tan
Reporting from San Francisco


May 07, 2025 at 11:55 AM

Uber appears to be powering through the tumult of the global economy, despite fears that consumers are skimping on rides and deliveries.

The company said on Wednesday that it had $11.5 billion in revenue in its most recent quarter, up 14 percent from a year earlier and slightly below Wall Street investors' expectations. Its total bookings also grew 14 percent, to $42.8 billion, which was in line with expectations.

Investors have been eager to see how President Trump's latest round of tariffs might affect Uber's growth. While the company's direct business has little exposure to tariffs, a hampered economy could make customers less willing to spend on rides and deliveries.

But Uber predicted that its bookings would increase 16 to 20 percent in the current quarter, which was higher than Wall Street estimates of 14 percent. In a statement, Dara Khosrowshahi, Uber's chief executive, said that against "a dizzying backdrop of headlines on trade and economic policy," the company's start to the year was still strong.

"The categories that we operate in -- these are restaurants, transportation, grocery -- tend to be categories that are quite consistent even during periods of macro uncertainty," Mr. Khosrowshahi told investors on a call.

Uber's stock price fell as much as 5 percent in the hours after the report.

Uber's profit for the quarter was $1.8 billion, an improvement from last year's first-quarter loss of $654 million, which it attributed to a $721 million hit from revaluations of its investments.

Uber also announced a handful of new autonomous vehicle partnerships in the first four months of the year, all part of the company's larger strategy to co-opt the growth of robot taxi companies that could be seen as its competitors.

In March, Uber began an exclusive partnership in Austin, Texas, with the autonomous vehicle company Waymo, and the arrangement will soon expand to Atlanta. As of May, Uber had 18 active autonomous vehicle partnerships.

Still, investors peppered Mr. Khosrowshahi on the earnings call with questions about Uber's market share in cities that Waymo operated in.

"In terms of San Francisco and L.A., the competitive environment is pretty stable," Mr. Khosrowshahi told investors. "We're not seeing any change there."

While ride-hailing still accounts for the bulk of Uber's profits, the company's food delivery business grew 15 percent. The company also spent $700 million to acquire an 85 percent stake in Trendyol Go, a Turkish food and grocery platform, on Tuesday.

And Uber saw some relief from rising auto insurance costs, which have cut into the earnings of its drivers. The company grew its short-term and long-term insurance reserves in the last quarter compared with a year earlier.

The company has also worked to promote legislation in Georgia, Texas and Nevada that will lower insurance rates, Mr. Khosrowshahi told investors on the call.
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China Cuts Interest Rates to Shore Up Economy Hit by Trade War

China's central bank acted shortly after news that officials from China and the Trump administration will hold their first formal trade talks since the punishing tariffs began.

China's central bank in Beijing cut interest rates and announced a series of measures on Wednesday to boost the economy. Jason Lee/Reuters



By Daisuke Wakabayashi and Amy Chang Chien



May 07, 2025 at 04:55 AM

China's central bank cut interest rates and made it easier on Wednesday for banks to increase lending and pump more money into the economy, in the most significant policy steps taken by Chinese officials to limit the impact of the trade war with the United States.

The central bank, the People's Bank of China, cut short-term interest rates and the amount of funds banks have to hold in reserve in a series of 10 measures. In a series of steps intended to keep the economy moving and people spending, Chinese officials removed restrictions on auto financing firms and freed up more money for banks to lend for various government priorities, including scientific and technological innovation.

At a briefing of top financial officials, Pan Gongsheng, the governor of the central bank, said it was carrying out a "moderately loose" monetary policy in the face of a global economy "full of uncertainties, with intensified economic fragmentation and trade tensions disrupting global industry and supply chains."

The announcement, billed as policies to stabilize markets, came shortly after Washington and Beijing announced that top officials from the Trump administration will meet with Chinese counterparts this week during a trip to Geneva. This will mark the first formal meeting about trade between the two countries since President Trump raised tariffs on Chinese imports to 145 percent almost a month ago.

The move sparked a retaliatory response from Beijing, which lifted its own tariffs on American imports to 125 percent. The standoff between the two countries has brought global trade to its knees, jeopardizing the outlook for the world's two largest economies and many other countries.

Last week, China reported a sharp monthly slowdown in manufacturing activity, dragged down by a plunge in new orders of goods for export.

The CSI 300, an index of large companies traded in Shanghai and Shenzhen, gained 0.8 percent on Wednesday, while Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index inched up 0.2 percent.

The impact of the measures announced Wednesday will be "positive but modest," Capital Economics, a research firm, said in a note. The problem is that banks will be able to lend more money, but they might encounter lackluster demand from borrowers, the report said.

The Australian banking group ANZ said the support measures are a sign that the Chinese government is concerned about meeting its target of 5 percent economic growth in 2025. It said the announcement's timing provides a "policy buffer" before the trade talks with the United States.

The central bank reduced its so-called reserve requirement ratio -- the amount of money that the country's commercial banks are required to hold as reserves -- by half a percentage point, freeing up money that can be used for loans. This is expected to go into effect on May 15, according to state-owned media.

Beijing cut the ratio by half a percentage point in September as part of a package of measures to revive economic growth.

Mr. Pan, who had signaled in March that the central bank would take this step at some point during the year, said reducing the reserve ratio is expected to provide about $139 billion in long-term liquidity to the market.

The Chinese central bank also cut its benchmark seven-day interest rate to 1.4 percent from 1.5 percent, starting Thursday. It also lowered rates by a quarter point for a home buying program that offers more favorable mortgage rates than commercial loans.

Zixu Wang contributed reporting.
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Meta Awarded $167 Million in Damages From Israeli Cybersecurity Firm

Meta had sued the firm, NSO Group, for using its spyware to hack 1,400 WhatsApp accounts belonging to journalists, dissidents and others.

An NSO Group office in Sapir, Israel. A spokesman for the company said it would pursue an appeal. Amit Elkayam for The New York Times



By Eli Tan and Sheera Frenkel
Reporting from San Francisco


May 07, 2025 at 12:40 AM

The Israeli cybersecurity firm NSO Group was ordered on Tuesday to pay $167 million in damages to Meta, capping a six-year legal battle after NSO hacked 1,400 WhatsApp accounts belonging to journalists, human-rights activists and government officials.

In December, Judge Phyllis Hamilton of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California ruled that NSO Group had broken cybersecurity laws by using its popular Pegasus spying software to target phones with WhatsApp installed in 20 countries. Meta owns WhatsApp, an encrypted messaging app with over two billion users, as well as Facebook and Instagram.

In March, Meta filed a brief seeking damages from NSO Group, and last week a jury heard arguments about potential penalties. The jury awarded the damages on Tuesday after two days of deliberations.

"The jury's verdict today to punish NSO is a critical deterrent to the spyware industry against their illegal acts aimed at American companies and our users worldwide," Will Cathcart, the head of WhatsApp, said in a statement. "This is an industrywide threat, and it'll take all of us to defend against it."

WhatsApp said it would donate the damages to digital rights organizations that defend people.

"We will carefully examine the verdict's details and pursue appropriate legal remedies, including further proceedings and an appeal," said Gil Lainer, NSO Group's vice president for global communication. "We firmly believe that our technology plays a critical role in preventing serious crime and terrorism and is deployed responsibly by authorized government agencies."

WhatsApp sued NSO Group in 2019, accusing it of gaining access to WhatsApp servers without permission. The trial, during which NSO Group executives testified in court for the first time, shed light on the company's ability to install its Pegasus software on the mobile devices of targets without their knowledge. Its executives argued that Pegasus helped law enforcement and intelligence agencies fight crime and protect national security.

Apple similarly sued NSO Group for hacking its devices in 2021, but dropped its suit in September. Also in 2021, the Commerce Department blacklisted NSO Group, saying the company acted "contrary to the national security or foreign policy interests of the United States."

Spyware, a type of software installed on phones, laptops and other electronic devices to spy on unsuspecting victims, is a growing field. NSO Group's early spyware required that people click on text messages or images sent via WhatsApp for it to be unknowingly downloaded on their phones.

According to evidence presented at the trial, new versions could hack into a phone through a sent text message, requiring no action by the receiver. The trial also revealed that NSO Group had developed technology to hack into other messaging apps.

John Scott-Railton, an outside expert who helped WhatsApp inform people that NSO Group spyware had targeted them, said Tuesday's decision would damage the company.

"NSO's business is based on hacking American companies," and then "dictators can hack dissidents," said Mr. Scott-Railton, a senior researcher at Citizen Lab, a cybersecurity watchdog group at the University of Toronto. "This verdict sends a clear signal."
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Disney to Build a Magic Kingdom Theme Park in the Middle East

Disneyland Abu Dhabi could become a growth engine for the company in the region. It could also expose Disney and its vaunted brand to criticism.

An artist's rendering of a new waterfront Disney theme park planned for Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. Walt Disney Imagineering



By Brooks Barnes
Reporting from Los Angeles


May 07, 2025 at 01:02 PM

Mickey Mouse is headed to the Middle East.

In a new test for its singularly American brand, the Walt Disney Company said on Wednesday that it had reached an agreement with the Miral Group, an arm of the Abu Dhabi government, to build a theme park resort on the Persian Gulf. The property, the seventh in Disney's global portfolio, will have a castle and modernized versions of some classic Disney rides, along with new attractions tailored to the climate and local culture.

"It's not just about 'If you build it, they will come,'" Robert A. Iger, Disney's chief executive, said in a brief phone interview from Abu Dhabi. "You have to build it right. And quality means not just scale, but quality and ambition. We are planning to be very ambitious with this."

Disney and Miral declined to give acreage, budget or construction timeline details for what they are calling Disneyland Abu Dhabi, except to say it will be a full-scale property on a par with Disney's other "castle" parks. Miral is footing the entire bill for building the park. (New theme parks of this scale typically cost $5 billion or more.)

Arab leaders have long courted Disney, which expanded its theme park business to Japan in 1983, France in 1992, Hong Kong in 2005 and the Chinese mainland in 2016. At a Council on Foreign Relations event in 2018, Mr. Iger said the Saudi crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, had made an "impassioned plea" for Disney to build a theme park in his kingdom.

"I explained when we make decisions like this we consider cultural issues, economic issues and political issues," Mr. Iger said then, declining to give further details of their "very frank" discussion. The region, he added at the time, "has not been at the top of our list in terms of markets that we would open up in."

"We are planning to be very ambitious with this," said Robert A. Iger, Disney's chief executive. Philip Cheung for The New York Times


What changed?

For a start, the United Arab Emirates has grown into a tourist destination. Abu Dhabi, the capital, attracted roughly 24 million visitors in 2023, according to government figures. Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the country's president, has set a goal of attracting 39 million visitors annually to Abu Dhabi by 2030. The Louvre Abu Dhabi, which opened in 2017, has been a hit. Warner Bros. Discovery opened a modest indoor theme park in the city in 2018, and SeaWorld Abu Dhabi arrived in 2023.

The Miral Group, which built Warner Bros. World Abu Dhabi and SeaWorld Abu Dhabi, made Disney a hard-to-refuse financial offer: In addition to paying for construction, Miral will pay Disney to design the rides, shops, restaurants and accompanying hotels. Once the park is open, Disney will receive royalties for the use of its characters as a percentage of revenue, according to a securities filing. Disney will also receive other fees.

At the same time, Disney has come under pressure to find new areas for growth to offset declines in cable television and at the box office. By opening a theme park in Abu Dhabi, Disney hopes to create an engine that drives demand among the Middle East's 500 million residents for other Disney products -- princess dolls, Disney+ subscriptions, cruise ship vacations, Marvel movies, touring stage productions.

"After studying the region carefully, engaging with potential partners and visiting three times in the past nine months," Mr. Iger said, "it became more and more clear that not only was the region right and ready for us, but the place to build was Abu Dhabi."

Disneyland Abu Dhabi could allow Disney to tap into India's expanding middle class. A direct flight from Mumbai to Abu Dhabi takes 3 hours 17 minutes. Currently, the closest Disney outpost to Mumbai is Hong Kong Disneyland, a six-hour flight away.

"In looking at some research that we've done recently, we determined that, for every person visiting one of our parks, there are 10 people in the world that have a desire to visit," Mr. Iger said. "One of the biggest reasons they don't -- everybody always thinks immediately it's affordability. It's not. It's accessibility. It's a long trip to get to where we are for a lot of people."

Abu Dhabi has a goal of attracting 39 million visitors annually by 2030, up from about 24 million in 2023. Tamir Kalifa for The New York Times


There will be obstacles. The climate is one. Disney will need to design a park that allows for visitation in scalding desert heat.

Disney could also face criticism for its partnership with the Emirates, which is ruled as an autocracy with limits to freedom of expression, speech and the press, and which provides arms to fighters accused of atrocities in a devastating civil war in Sudan. In November, Human Rights Watch slammed the National Basketball Association, which has made Abu Dhabi its Middle East hub, for helping the country to distract from its human rights record.

To attract more tourists and foreign investors, the Emirates in 2020 improved protections for women, loosened regulations on alcohol consumption and diminished the role of Islamic legal codes in its justice system. Criticizing the government or its leaders remains illegal, however, and can lead to long prison sentences. Migrant workers are often subject to inhumane conditions, according to human rights groups and the State Department. Homosexuality is illegal.

In 2022, the Emirates joined other Persian Gulf nations in banning "Lightyear," a major film from Disney's Pixar, because of a blink-and-you-missed-it kiss between a lesbian couple. "Lightyear," along with some other content that features L.G.B.T.Q. characters, does not appear on Disney+ in the region.

In a statement, a Disney spokeswoman said, "We are respectful of the countries and cultures where we do business, while always adhering to our own standards and values."

Disney faced a similar situation when it teamed with the Chinese government to build Shanghai Disneyland. In addition to awkward optics, the construction of that park required the contentious relocation of thousands of suburban Shanghai residents. (Disneyland Abu Dhabi won't have that headache; it will rise on man-made Yas Island.)

Wall Street, however, is likely to applaud -- especially given the troubled state of other Disney businesses, including cable television.

"Are theme parks now the best business in media?" Craig Moffett, a founder of the MoffettNathanson research firm, wrote in a report last year. "The answer is almost certainly 'yes.'"
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Disney's Park Business Grows Despite Consumer Angst

The company's domestic theme parks have long been seen as a bellwether for consumer confidence. Revenue climbed 9 percent, to $6.5 billion, in the latest quarter.

Operating profit at Disney's domestic theme parks climbed 13 percent from a year earlier, the company said on Wednesday.  Todd Anderson for The New York Times



By Brooks Barnes
Reporting from Los Angeles


May 07, 2025 at 11:50 AM

Americans, struggling with rising costs, have been looking for ways to cut back on nonessential spending. But Disney, so far at least, apparently does not count as a discretionary expense.

The company, reporting results for its winter quarter on Wednesday, said operating profit at its domestic theme park division had climbed 13 percent from a year earlier, to $1.82 billion. Revenue increased 9 percent, to $6.5 billion. Park attendance was up. Hotel room bookings were up. And spending on merchandise and food was up.

Disney also reiterated that its experiences division as a whole (including overseas parks, cruises, and games and other consumer products) was still on course to increase its operating profit as much as 8 percent for the year, compared with 4 percent in 2024. The division contributes roughly 60 percent of Disney's annual profit.

The vibrancy of that business helped push Disney's adjusted per-share income for the quarter up 20 percent, to $1.45, handily beating analyst expectations. Separately on Wednesday, Disney announced that it would team with the Miral Group to open its seventh theme park resort: Disneyland Abu Dhabi.

Speaking to analysts on a conference call, Robert A. Iger, the company's chief executive, called the Abu Dhabi decision "a huge endorsement of that location," noting the tourism growth expected for the United Arab Emirates capital.

Disney shares climbed 10 percent in early trading.

Disney has long been seen as a bellwether for consumer confidence. When ticket sales and hotel reservations at the company's theme park resorts in Florida and California start to weaken, it's usually a sign that Americans are growing pessimistic about the economy.

Wall Street has been worried. Passenger traffic at Orlando International Airport during the first quarter was down 4 percent from a year earlier, according to government data. Disney has also been rolling out steep discounts for the summer. On Tuesday, for instance, Walt Disney World near Orlando began selling "summer magic" discounts for Florida residents -- multiday tickets can be had for as little as $60, a 40 percent savings.

Gavin Doyle, who runs MickeyVisit, a site unaffiliated with Disney that focuses on theme park vacation planning, said discounts probably reflected three challenges: consumer queasiness about the economy, a lack of new Disney rides to market and increased competition from the Universal Orlando Resort.

Whatever the reason, the price breaks seem to be working. Hugh F. Johnston, Disney's chief financial officer, told analysts on Wednesday that vacation bookings at Disney World for the current quarter were up 4 percent from last year and that the summer quarter was running 7 percent ahead.

"Quite strong," he said.

Mr. Johnston added that Disney had seen almost no drop-off in overseas bookings -- maybe 1 to 1.5 percent, he said. (News outlets have reported declines in visitors to the United States in general during the new Trump administration, especially from Europe and Canada. But a close look at the data shows it has so far been holding up.)

Disney also reported better-than-expected results for its flagship streaming service. Analysts had expected Disney+ to shed several million subscribers in the quarter because of price increases and programming cutbacks. Instead, Disney added 1.4 million, ending the period with 126 million. Disney's direct-to-consumer division, which includes Hulu, had $336 million in operating profit, up from $47 million a year earlier.

But it was another crummy quarter for Disney's traditional television business, which includes ABC and a portfolio of cable networks. Revenue fell 13 percent, to $2.4 billion, as viewership and advertising sales declined. Programming cutbacks (fewer new shows) allowed the division to eke out a 2 percent increase in operating profit ($769 million).

Higher costs at ESPN and a write-down related to Venu, a failed sports streaming venture, resulted in operating income of $687 million at Disney's sports division, a 12 percent decrease from a year earlier.

Movies were largely a wash, as carry-over hits from the previous quarter, including "Mufasa: The Lion King," were offset by clunkers like "Snow White."
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National African American Museum Faces Uncertainty Without Its Leader

At a time when it is under scrutiny from the White House, the Smithsonian's National Museum of African American History and Culture is without its director, who stepped down last month.

Protesters upset by possible efforts by the Trump administration to influence exhibits at the National Museum of African American History and Culture march on Saturday through Washington to the museum. Valerie Plesch for The New York Times



By Graham Bowley, Robin Pogrebin and Jennifer Schuessler



May 06, 2025 at 04:34 PM

In the eight years since it opened on the National Mall, the National Museum of African American History and Culture has become one of the glittering jewels of the Smithsonian Institution.

With award-winning architecture, a three-tiered shape evoking a traditional Yoruban crown, and installations portraying the struggles and triumphs of African Americans, the museum registered its 10 millionth visitor in 2023, and is one of the Smithsonian's most popular museums.

But now it is in the cross-hairs of President Trump, who issued an executive order in March that seeks to address what he described as the Smithsonian's promotion of "narratives that portray American and Western values as inherently harmful and oppressive," singling out the African American museum as a particular offender.

The president's order has left the museum trying to navigate its most challenging political environment at a moment when it finds itself without a permanent leader. Its director, Kevin Young, was on leave when the order was issued and left soon afterward.

Some see the museum as threatened.

Several hundred protesters marched to the museum on Saturday, demanding that Black history and the museums that explore it be protected from interference. Some of the protesters brandished homemade signs, like one with the museum's initials -- "I  NMAAHC" -- while others wore badges that said "I Take My History Black."

"So much of Black history was lost and was recaptured," said Beatrice Turpin-Peek, 59, from Maryland, who joined the march. "To hear that it's under attack -- it's just heartbreaking."

Kevin Young, who recently departed as director of the National Museum of African American History and Culture, outside the museum in 2021. Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post via Getty Images


Mr. Young, 54, a highly regarded poet and essayist who took the job in 2021, told the museum staff that he was leaving after four years to focus on writing. But the timing surrounding his resignation fueled questions.

People familiar with the circumstances said in recent interviews that Mr. Young's departure was negotiated after some Smithsonian officials began to question whether he was a good fit for the job.

Directing the African American museum, which has some 230 employees and welcomes more than a million visitors each year, was more complex than Mr. Young's former role leading the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, a division of the New York Public Library, which has 80 employees and is focused mainly on research.

He also took on the Washington job while juggling his writing career (he has written or edited four books since 2021) and continuing as poetry editor of The New Yorker, a position he has held since 2017.

Mr. Young declined to be interviewed. But in an email announcing his departure to staff last month he cited several achievements during his tenure, including opening seven major exhibitions and completing a $350 million fund-raising campaign. He described leading the museum as "a role I have fully embraced."

"I am looking forward to the next phase of life," he continued, "including returning to writing full time after two decades in museums and libraries, and am happy to say I do so with the encouragement of my family and friends."

While at the Schomburg, Mr. Young, a graduate of Harvard and Brown, and a former curator and professor of literature at Emory University, presided over major acquisitions including the archives of Harry Belafonte, Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee, and the rap impresario Fab 5 Freddy. Lonnie G. Bunch III, the African American museum's founding director and now the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, in describing his rationale for selecting Mr. Young to succeed him in 2020, spoke of Mr. Young's passion for making Black history accessible.

Lonnie G. Bunch III, founding director of the Smithsonian's National Museum of African American History and Culture. He now leads the Smithsonian Institution. Shannon Finney/Getty Images


The Smithsonian's tax filing for the year that ended in September 2022, the most recent available, lists the value of Mr. Young's salary and benefits package at $456,275.

In March, before the president's executive order, Mr. Young went on an indefinite personal leave. He announced his permanent departure in the email to staff three weeks later.

Shanita Brackett, the museum's associate director of operations, who is highly regarded by many in museum management circles, was appointed interim director. She has worked at the museum since 2016 and once served as the acting director of the Smithsonian's Anacostia Community Museum.

Museum officials did not respond to requests to interview Ms. Brackett, in keeping with what has been the Smithsonian's efforts to keep a low profile in the wake of Mr. Trump's order. Several members of the African American museum board declined to comment or did not respond to queries.

Vedet Coleman-Robinson the chief executive of the Association of African American Museums, which helped organize the rally, said that she did not think the departure of Mr. Young had left the museum in a particularly vulnerable position.

"The work still gets done," she said. "The mission still gets done as long as that team is there doing really good work. They will be fine."

The stark ambitions and abrupt pursuit of Mr. Trump's agenda in his second term as president underlie much of the concern that spurred Saturday's march as a show of support for the museum.

Kimberle Williams Crenshaw, executive director of the African American Policy Forum, was among those who spoke at the rally about the importance of protecting Black history. Valerie Plesch for The New York Times


"Our opponents are trying to erase Black history, Black voices and Black lives," said Kimberle Williams Crenshaw, a law professor and executive director of the African American Policy Forum, who is helping to lead the effort to protect the museum.

Though the African American museum celebrates the achievements of Black Americans, some worry that its exploration of the horrors of slavery and discrimination make it vulnerable to a White House whose executive order suggests that the Smithsonian has "come under the influence of a divisive, race-centered ideology."

Michael M. Kaiser, chairman of the DeVos Institute of Arts Management and former president of the Kennedy Center in Washington, cited such a concern in a recent interview. "It's a whole museum on a topic that the president doesn't seem to want dealt with by the Smithsonian," he said.

The only specific mention of the African American museum in the Trump executive order criticized a graphic about "whiteness and white culture" posted on its website in May 2020, before Mr. Young's arrival at the museum. The graphic referred to "the Protestant work ethic," "rugged individualism" and "the nuclear family" as aspects of white culture that people of color had "internalized."

The graphic, part of the museum's new "Talking About Race" portal, was criticized by Donald Trump Jr. and other conservatives, and was removed six weeks after its posting. Since late January, when President Trump issued an executive order banning diversity, equity and inclusion efforts in the federal government, much of the rest of the material in the portal -- now called "Teaching and Learning" -- has also been removed.

Asked about the change, the museum said in a statement that it was integrating the portal content elsewhere on its website as "part of our ongoing efforts to enhance the digital experience."

There is no evidence that recent programming at the museum played any role in the concerns raised by the White House. Under Mr. Young, the museum opened culturally focused temporary exhibitions, including ones on Afrofuturism and Black design. Last December it opened "In Slavery's Wake," a major exhibition about the legacy of the global slave trade that will travel to museums in Europe, Africa and South America.

The exhibition "Afrofuturism: A History of Black Futures" was in keeping with the erudite remix sensibility of Mr. Young's writing as it hopscotched across genres and periods. The show combined artifacts like an original T'Challa costume from the movie "Black Panther," a flight suit worn by Trayvon Martin at an aviation camp and material relating to the enslaved poet Phillis Wheatley, who in 1774 became the first American of African descent to publish a book.

Ms. Coleman-Robinson said that exhibition was a particular achievement of Mr. Young's. "He did some really good work with his team," she said.

One current exhibition, "Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience," which opened in 2021, focuses on the relationship between art and Black protest, including the Black Lives Matter movement. Mr. Trump has called that phrase a "symbol of hate."

The march and rally began at the Wilson Building, the seat of Washington's municipal government, and continued on to the museum. Valerie Plesch for The New York Times


In the wake of the executive order, inaccurate reports surfaced. A portion of the Woolworth's lunch counter was said to have been removed from the African American museum. (Portions of the lunch counter are in the National Museum of American History and the African American museum and have not been removed.)

A minister and civil rights activist from San Francisco also suggested that two artifacts he had lent to the African American museum had been returned prematurely. (The Smithsonian said the objects were being returned simply because of the routine expiration of the loan agreement.) One museum visitor complained in a news account that Nat Turner's Bible had been taken off display. (The Smithsonian said this had happened in 2020 for conservation reasons.)

Smithsonian officials have not publicly expressed concern over the vulnerability of the African American museum, which opened with broad bipartisan support. Mr. Bunch, as its founding director, has a personal investment in the future of the institution, where attendance -- now 1.6 million visitors a year -- remains a strong indicator of its popular appeal and support.

But those who attended Saturday's rally said they had already heard enough about the White House agenda to make them concerned.

"There is a lot at stake right now," said Tyler Brown-Dewese, 21, from New York, a student at American University. "America is at stake. The core values of the American constitution. We are seeing blatant attacks on African American history."
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Wim Wenders on Where the War in Europe Really Ended 80 Years Ago

In a short film and in conversation, the German filmmaker ponders the meaning of freedom, the complacency of peace and the new insecurity from Russia's war and Donald Trump.




By Steven Erlanger
Steven Erlanger is the chief diplomatic correspondent for Europe, based in Berlin, and has covered the impact of World War II on the lives of Europeans for many years.


May 05, 2025 at 12:27 PM

Wim Wenders, the renowned German film director, is nearly 80 years old, as old as the peace in Europe that followed the capitulation of the Nazi regime.

"From my childhood onward, I have lived 80 years in peace," he says in a short film he has directed to commemorate the end of World War II. But now, with a war in Ukraine that he calls "a war against Europe," Wenders says that the stakes have rarely been higher.

"Eighty years after the liberation of our continent, we Europeans are realizing again that peace cannot be taken for granted," he says in the film. "It is now up to us to take the keys to freedom into our own hands."


In an interview in his Berlin office, Wenders said that the decades of peace "defined my life," as the war had defined the life of his parents. His father, an army surgeon, spent five years at the front and was the only one of his class who did not die there, Wenders said. "I had the privilege to be among the first generation of Germans who lived for 80 years in peace," he said. "None of my ancestors had that privilege."

Europe and Germany are crammed with varied efforts to remember the end of the war this week, including somber memorial events at concentration camps like Dachau and Bergen-Belsen. But Wenders' film is a rare personal and political testament from the man behind award-winning movies including "Paris, Texas," "Wings of Desire" and "The American Friend."

The new film is less than five minutes long and called "The Keys to Freedom," a moody, meditative visit to a little-known spot where history was made: a small school in Reims, France, where at 2:41 a.m. on May 7, 1945, the German army signed its unconditional surrender in front of allied commanders. The school, now the Lycee Franklin Roosevelt, then housed the headquarters of Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander, Europe.

Today there is a small museum in the school called the Museum of the Surrender, which includes the top floor map room where the commanders worked and the capitulation was signed.

Mr. Wenders in the room of a school in Reims, France where allied commanders worked and where German officers signed the capitulation of the Nazi regime at the end of World War II. Mirko Derpmann


When Eisenhower and his team left the school, they handed the keys to the city's authorities, and they are now displayed in a small display case at the museum. "The commander in chief returns the keys to the mayor of Reims and says, 'These are the keys to the freedom of the world,'" Wenders says in the film. "I was very touched by the sight of these keys, even though now they're just keys in a small museum."

Wenders wanders the museum, looking at other exhibits and chatting with current students. The surrender is recaptured through archival footage of the day's events and a modern reconstruction, with actors.

The Soviets insisted that the German high command repeat its surrender in Berlin, which they had conquered. That event took place on the following evening, May 8, which is generally recognized as the moment the war in Europe officially ended. For years, under Soviet occupation, the building where the agreement was ratified was known as The Museum of the Unconditional Surrender of Fascist Germany in the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945, but after German reunification it was renamed Museum Berlin-Karlshorst.

"The idea was to go where the real thing was negotiated and signed, not just ratified, like what then was repeated on May 8, in Karlshorst -- but the real McCoy," Wenders said. "A place in France to which I owed that freedom in which my life has taken place."

"Eighty years after the liberation of our continent, we Europeans are realizing again that peace cannot be taken for granted," Wenders says in "The Keys to Freedom," a short film he made for the anniversary. Mustafah Abdulaziz for The New York Times


Wenders, who was born in August 1945, became a key figure in what was known as the "New German Cinema" movement of the 1960s and '70s, an influential art house revolution by the postwar generation. In recent years, he has turned toward documentaries, which are less complicated to fund and get greenlit these days, he said. He narrates "The Keys to Freedom" in three languages, German, English and French, and said he considered it a political film that looked back to his earliest work documenting German protests against the war in Vietnam.

The film was sparked by an idea from Germany's foreign ministry. Since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and the re-election of Europe-skeptic President Trump, it has been looking to be more forthright in its public messaging, especially about German values and the country's commitment to European security, said Peter Ptassek, a senior diplomat in charge of strategic communications.

The ministry approached Wenders, who agreed to work for free, as did most of his team. The ministry provided "under 100,000 euros" (about $113,000) for the project, to help pay for technical staff and production, Ptassek said.

"With the war in Ukraine and what's happening now in the U.S., we realized we had to raise our voice and explain ourselves," Ptassek said. "If you don't explain what you're doing, you lose trust."

"I was very touched by the sight of these keys, even though now they're just keys in a small museum in a school," Wenders said. Peter Ptassek


"'The 'Keys to Freedom' is a symbol that fits so well," he added. "Eighty years of American protection no longer seem reliable. We have to take these keys and assume our responsibility."

Wenders hopes the film will speak to young people, but he has doubts. Even the French students in the school in Reims think of the war as ancient history, he said. "They are the third generation living in this peace, and therefore they take it for granted," he said. "So it makes it easy to believe that this is eternal."

The shoot in Reims "made me acutely aware how precious freedom can be," Wenders said. "In my life too, I had taken it for granted, and seeing that little war room made me realize how fragile it really is."

Talking to the students, he said, "made me realize that it's quite a job, politically in Europe at this moment, to make people even take the word freedom seriously. Even the word doesn't mean much because they know nothing else. So that's why I wanted to keep the film really open at the end," he said, to present the idea that "we have to be aware of the fact that Uncle Sam isn't doing our job for very much longer, and we might have to defend this freedom ourselves."

The shoot in Reims "made me acutely aware how precious freedom can be," Wenders said. Mustafah Abdulaziz for The New York Times





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/05/movies/wim-wenders-the-keys-to-freedom.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Unknown
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




'Five Models in Ruins, 1981' Review: Disastrous Dress-Up

Caitlin Saylor Stephens's new play imagines a fashion shoot with the gowns Princess Diana rejected for her recent wedding. The models are not amused.

From left, Madeline Wise, Stella Everett, Maia Novi, Sarah Marie Rodriguez and Britne Oldford in "Five Models in Ruins, 1981" at the Claire Tow Theater in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Elisabeth Vincentelli



May 06, 2025 at 10:27 PM

For most of its 95-minute running time, "Five Models in Ruins, 1981" trudges along in a tonally haphazard manner. And then it abruptly delivers an exclamation mark of a scene.

When the women who have gathered for a magazine shoot and the photographer hired to snap their picture erupt into something out of a Greek tragedy a la "The Bacchae," Caitlin Saylor Stephens's new play, with LCT3, jolts to life. Is it earned? Not really. Does it work? Maybe not dramaturgically. But dramatically? Hell yeah.

Up until then, the most interesting part of the show had been watching the always compelling Elizabeth Marvel look intense as Roberta, a shutterbug in androgynous clothes and a bob haircut with one side rakishly pulled behind an ear -- the play mentions the 1978 thriller "Eyes of Laura Mars," about a clairvoyant photographer, but Marvel gives an "Eyes of Lydia Tar" vibe.

Roberta has gathered the models at a dilapidated estate that seems to be in Britain, since at least one character flew to Heathrow. It is superlatively rendered in chiaroscuro decrepitude by the set designer Afsoon Pajoufar and the lighting designer Cha See. Everybody is there to capture what Roberta says will be the cover of Vogue's October issue. She has a great concept, too: the gowns Princess Diana rejected for her recent wedding. (This echoes a real photo shoot conducted by Deborah Turbeville.)

The whole enterprise feels a little ragtag for what's supposed to be a prestige assignment. Roberta's assistant isn't there, she explains, because she doesn't like men on set, unless she's shooting them -- but why would she have a male assistant then? This is just a harebrained way to explain why Bobby, as she's sometimes called, is running around alone. As for the hair-and-makeup person, she was out partying the previous night, and she's AWOL. Clearly the place doesn't just look like it's a "Grey Gardens" annex, it's run like one as well.

Roberta's subjects are at different stages of their careers. The wide-eyed Grace (Sarah Marie Rodriguez) is on the first rung of the ladder. Nearer the top is Chrissy (Stella Everett), a blonde alpha who claims to have bedded half of the rock and art-world stars on both American coasts.

Somewhere in between stand the acerbic Alex (Britne Oldford) and Tatiana (Maia Novi, the author of the play "Invasive Species"), whose defining traits are that she's Russian and deadpan. These two women land many of the best lines, as when Alex, name-dropping a post-structuralist intellectual, says, "Tati, you know I can only handle truth when it's coming from Julia Kristeva!"

Elizabeth Marvel's fashion photographer gives strong Lydia Tar vibes in a perfectly dilapidated set by Afsoon Pajoufar. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Most of the play consists of the models striking poses in Vasilija Zivanic's costumes and trading banter -- both exaggeratedly arch -- while Roberta busies herself moving props and readying her cameras, and jagged post-punk riffs boom between scenes.

Morgan Green's production certainly looks opulent, in contrast to a threadbare plot that heavily relies on peacocking and petulance. "She just doesn't have the bone structure!" Chrissy says of Tatiana. "She's Eastern European," Alex shoots back, "she's literally made of bones and structure!" Sandy, a weary latecomer played by Madeline Wise, arrives just in time to add a few blase bons mots ("Exhaustion makes me genuinely kind").

But the quips don't add up to much. Roberta, in particular, remains a cipher throughout much of the show. When we finally learn what was driving her -- and what was making her so mopey -- one of the revelations comes way too late, while the other feels pedestrian. Having painted herself in a corner, Stephens then goes nuclear. I certainly will remember the explosive ending.

Five Models in Ruins, 1981
Through June 1 at the Claire Tow Theater, Manhattan; lct.org. Running time: 1 hour 40 minutes.
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Review: At Gibney, a New Lucinda Childs Stands Out (No Surprise)

Gibney Company brings an uneven trio of new works to the Joyce: a deft premiere by Childs and dances by Roy Assaf and Peter Chu.

Gibney dancers in Lucinda Childs's "Three Dances (Prepared Piano) John Cage," a premiere. Julieta Cervantes for The New York Times



By Gia Kourlas



May 07, 2025 at 04:54 PM

Gibney Company puts on dances, as its company director recently said, that deal with what it means to be human. That's true of any dance -- a moving body is alive and therefore human -- but as the group's program at the Joyce Theater showed, there are different ways to convey it. Dances can have feelings, but feelings are not dances.

Unfortunately at this company, led by the founder and artistic director Gina Gibney and the director Gilbert T. Small II, too much repertory champions emotions born from gesture. Its latest program of three world premieres was heavier on feeling and manic movement than on rejuvenating choreographic content.

The exception, unsurprisingly, came from the program's last piece, "Three Dances (Prepared Piano) John Cage" by Lucinda Childs, who never randomly arranges dancers on a stage, but moves them with formal, mathematical precision. Here, the dancers -- or artistic associates, as they are called at Gibney -- were transformed as they entered the sleek dance universe of Childs, a revered postmodernist known for her minimal aesthetic.

Choreographing to a John Cage composition, Childs interacts with the music in subtle, playful ways. There even seem to be fleeting nods to Merce Cunningham (Cage's artistic and personal partner), with whom Childs studied.

"Three Dances" isn't earth-shattering fare from Childs, but it builds to a satisfying whole. The repetitive patterns aren't overly complex: Two lines of dancers, eventually skimming the floor with low jumps, switch directions in the first section, while duets fill out the second. In the third, a cluster formation expands to a horseshoe structure and back again. That pulsating formula operates like a heartbeat, and the structure, bound by a jovial, bouncy rhythm, gives the dance room to breathe.

From left, Madi Tanguay, Madison Goodman, Lounes Landri and Graham Feeny in "Three Dances (Prepared Piano) John Cage." Julieta Cervantes for The New York Times


The costumes, simple tops and pants by Karen Young, allow Childs's strong shapes to etch into the mind -- though the shirts tied around waists were distracting -- as the choreography contrasted sculptural constellations with gliding sequences. Arms were specific, sometimes bent at the elbows palms up, or slicing a single one diagonally across the body as it hinged forward. But in a work by Childs, potency came in the way the steps and positions linked up and flowed, one into the next, like choreographic streams.

Within the work's stark formalism, Childs finds a sense of whimsy in Cage's score and shows it through the interplay between the music and the dance, which builds so that by the final section the dancers open and close in on themselves like petals.

The ease of "Three Dances" was even more apparent given what came before it. At the start of Roy Assaf's duet "A Couple," Madi Tanguay stepped in front of a microphone: "Tragically I won't be dancing this evening," she said, announcing that she would be performing on May 11. (According to the program, it's true). She offered an invitation to return to experience her brilliance, as "no one quite does it like I do."

At least her deadpan lack of modesty is solid. As for the duet, Graham Feeny and Zack Sommer do the honors, zipping their hands and legs through fussy gestural vocabulary to selections by Brahms. It's a tired formula: moving fast to slow music.

Adapted from Assaf's full-length "Figure No. 16," the work looks at a relationship from a confusing perspective that fluctuates between brotherly and romantic devotion. All the while, its supercharged details wear paper thin. Near the end, the frantic action slows as Yair Vardi's lighting flickers between bright and dark. The dancers, locked in an embrace, roll around the stage and finally stop; abruptly, one rises and walks off, leaving the other behind.

It veers into mawkish territory, but at least it's short. Peter Chu's "Echoes of Sole and Animal" is nearly twice as long and even more soupy as cast members, tapping into their animalistic tendencies, blend into the dim sepia environment, which features two openings at the back of the stage for entrances and exits.

There is a kind of self-conscious stab at mysticism throughout "Echoes," which has a throbbing score by Djeff Houle. At the start, a pair of dancers skid and slide across the stage in shoes, teetering on the edges of their footwear as their bodies turn rubbery. In the final moment, another has a pair of shoes on her hands as she walks offstage with raised hips -- picture a downward dog -- ever so gingerly.

The dance's vocabulary veers between slow passages, stretched out and gooey, and groups showcasing fierce unison, in which dancers do things like throw an imaginary ball, swipe their mouths and undulate as if their lives depended on it. The reverberations in "Echoes" are too internal to resonate even when the dancers are clearly, well, feeling all the feels.

Gibney Company

Through Sunday at the Joyce Theater; joyce.org.
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Curtis Yarvin, MAGA Court Philosopher, Lands at Harvard

A debate between Yarvin, who argues America should be ruled by a techno-monarchy, and the scholar Danielle Allen drew a crowd -- and questions about whether it should be happening at all.

Danielle Allen, a Harvard political theorist, and the far-right writer Curtis Yarvin debated whether democracy needs to be replaced by a form of monarchy. Sophie Park for The New York Times



By Jennifer Schuessler
Reporting from Cambridge, Mass.


May 07, 2025 at 12:36 AM

Curtis Yarvin, the computer engineer turned neo-monarchist blogger, seems to be everywhere these days.

His argument that American democracy has exhausted itself and needs to be replaced by a form of one-man rule has made him a star on the right, reportedly catching the ear of powerful figures like Marc Andreessen, Peter Thiel and JD Vance. Since the re-election of President Trump, he has drawn increasing attention from mainstream outlets, including this one.

And on Monday night, he seemed to have arrived at the heart of "the Cathedral," as he calls the intertwined elite intellectual institutions that shape our society.

"I want to thank Harvard University," Mr. Yarvin said to a standing-room crowd of about 100 at the university's faculty club, before correcting himself. "I mean, the school where we are."

Mr. Yarvin was in town to debate Danielle Allen, a prominent political theorist and democracy advocate at Harvard. From the moment the event was announced, some wondered why Professor Allen would risk lending legitimacy to such an extreme figure by debating him. Others rushed to snap up the limited tickets.

The debate -- organizers (and the university's press office) were at pains to emphasize -- was not an official Harvard event. Instead, it was organized by Passage Publishing, the publisher of Mr. Yarvin's new book, "Gray Mirror: Fascicle 1, Disturbance," and the John Adams Society, a conservative student group that cheekily bills itself as Harvard's "premier organization for the reinvention of man."

Professor Allen said she believed that universities needed to be a place for vigorous contestation of ideas, including ones some might dismiss as extreme. Sophie Park for The New York Times


It was a clash between monarchism and liberal democracy, West Coast techno-insurgency and East Coast credentialed establishment, Mr. Yarvin's black leather jacket and Professor Allen's tomato-red blazer. ("Dark enlightenment" versus "bright enlightenment," as she put it in her opening remarks, noting the sartorial contrast.)

The debate unfolded on Professor Allen's home turf at a moment when Harvard has become -- for liberals, at least -- a heroic symbol of resistance to Mr. Trump. But it's also a moment when liberal democracy, she noted, is the underdog in global politics.

Professor Allen, in an email before the event, said that she had agreed to participate because students had asked her, and that helping them understand intellectual material "is my job in private and in public." But she also did it out of her strong belief that democracy is ailing, and that universities need to renew their commitment to the open and fearless contestation of ideas.

"I think people do need to understand Yarvin's argument, both what people are experiencing as attractions of it and its errors, which are profound," she said. "The stakes are very high."

Mr. Yarvin, a computer engineer turned blogger, has caught the ear of prominent figures including Peter Thiel, Marc Andreessen and JD Vance. Sophie Park for The New York Times


The moderator began the debate with a warning that anyone who disrupted the event would be removed. Then he read the first resolution to be debated: "Resolved: The long-term stability and flourishing of our society is better secured by concentration of executive authority than by democratic institutions."

Professor Allen began with a brief biography, citing ancestors who, on her father's side, had founded an N.A.A.C.P. chapter in Florida and, on her mother's, once helped lead the League of Women Voters. She then launched into an impassioned articulation of her view of democracy, which is undergirded by freedom and equality.

Our current democracy, she said, is deeply troubled. There is an urgent need to renovate it, she said -- not, as Mr. Yarvin advocates, simply throw it out. "The question is not whether to have democracy and protection of freedom," she said, "but only how."

When it was his turn, Mr. Yarvin, the son of a foreign service officer and an employee of the U.S. Department of Education, described himself as having grown up inside "the deep state." He said he had just read Professor Allen's recent book "Justice by Means of Democracy" and found it full of lofty abstractions bearing little resemblance to our actual system.

"It made me feel like I was reading a work of Islamic history that was written by a Muslim," he said. "This is someone who believes entirely in the system she is describing."

Professor Allen agrees that American democracy is ailing but rejects Mr. Yarvin's call to abandon it. "The question is not whether to have democracy and protection of freedom," she said, "but only how." Sophie Park for The New York Times


Terms like "civil society" and "institutions," he said, seem "uncorrelated with the reality" of democracy, which he contended was properly defined by just one thing: How much power do the people have to choose their leaders?

In her next response, Professor Allen, in an uncharacteristically spicy moment, said she was glad he recognized that her book was written with conviction. "Being a narcissistic nihilist is not my jam," she said. "Maybe it's yours, but it's not mine."

Over the course of the debate, they skipped between topics like human equality (or, for Mr. Yarvin, the lack thereof), the administrative state, meritocracy and, yes, Harvard. The debaters did not shake hands, and they rarely looked at or talked directly to each other. Few smiles were cracked.

During the debate, which was moderated by David Vega, at center, a recent Harvard graduate, Mr. Yarvin and Professor Allen rarely looked at each other.  Sophie Park for The New York Times


Professor Allen stuck to her guns, parsing basic principles like freedom and equality. (At one point, she challenged Mr. Yarvin's interpretation of Aristotle, a shared favorite.) Mr. Yarvin often made his points via historical anecdotes, including one about Cotton Mather, the 17th-century Puritan minister whose family name is emblazoned across campus.

Mather enrolled at Harvard at age 11 but was never able to follow in his father's footsteps and become university president. Mr. Yarvin said that while he himself was also a "failed child prodigy," he related more to Robert Calef, a New England cloth merchant who wrote a book assailing Mather's enthusiasm for the Salem witch trials.

Calef was furiously attacked by the Mathers. At one point, Yarvin noted with some delight, his book was even burned in Harvard Yard.

Mr. Yarvin also took aim at more contemporary figures demonized by the right, like Dr. Anthony S. Fauci and the virology researchers whose lab experiments, he claimed, had created the coronavirus that killed millions of people.

Professor Allen left shortly after the hourlong debate, which concluded with loud applause. But most guests stayed to mingle over cocktails and canapes, perusing a table filled with other offerings from Mr. Yarvin's publisher, like the highbrow manosphere journal Man's World and a $395 "patrician edition" of essays by the "race realist" Steve Sailer, who writes frequently about race and IQ.

The sold-out crowd of about 100 people was heavy on Yarvin-curious students. Sophie Park for The New York Times


For an hour and a half, Mr. Yarvin stood in a corner, surrounded by two dozen guests who leaned in close to hear him field questions and offer disquisitions that looped between, say, the pre-World War I Italian theorist Julius Evola, the occult novelist Aleister Crowley and Gavin Newsom's travails with high-speed rail in California.

The crowd seemed to run heavily toward the Yarvin-curious, even if his ideas, one member of the Harvard Republican Club said, still fall outside "the Overton window" for many campus conservatives. The questions for Mr. Yarvin were not all softballs. At one point, a young man needled him about whether President Trump or Elon Musk was "the monarch," accusing him of saying different things in public and in private.

Aidan Fitzsimons, a senior in Professor Allen's graduate seminar on democracy, said he found the debate fascinating. "He's a real political philosopher," he said of Mr. Yarvin. "Not in the same way she is, but that's the cost of her engaging with him -- people have to recognize that."

But Mr. Fitzsimons said the discussion never got to the heart of the matter: Yarvin's affirmative case for monarchy.

"When she called him a narcissistic nihilist, that was hilarious, but also true in a deeper sense," he said. "The nihilist does not believe in something higher, isn't willing to take bets on any kind of faith."

Dean Sherman, a co-president of the Harvard Law School Republicans, also said the speakers had largely talked past each other. "It's hard not to when you have such different base-line principles," he said.

Mr. Sherman said he wished Professor Allen had pursued Mr. Yarvin's question about whether democracy had to be liberal democracy. "Can you vote illiberally?" he said. "Or is democracy a one-way racket?"

The debate was held at Harvard's faculty club but was not a university-sponsored event. Sophie Park for The New York Times


Professor Allen, speaking by telephone later that night, said she was glad she had participated. It was important, she said, to acknowledge the potent parts of Mr. Yarvin's critique of American democracy while parsing where he goes dangerously wrong.

"On the page, his argumentation is loose and sophistical," she said. "That's also true in person."

As the party broke up, Mr. Yarvin said he appreciated Professor Allen's acknowledgment that American democracy had deep problems. But he compared her to Gorbachev-era Soviet reformers who thought they could fix the system, only to see it collapse.

Asked about her calling him a "narcissistic nihilist," he was diplomatic, saying it would have been more productive to talk about their intellectual differences over an off-the-record beer. "I think that would lead to a much more interesting conversation," he said.

But he gave her credit for showing up and being willing to engage. "She didn't have to do that," Mr. Yarvin said. "I don't know there was necessarily anything in it for her."

So did he think he won this round? He shrugged, giving a short laugh.

"That's for others to say," he said.
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Trump's Kennedy Center Would Get $257 Million in House Republican Plan

A House committee proposed a huge increase in federal funding to repair and restore the center, which President Trump took over in February. Democrats have questions.

President Trump has called for repairing the Kennedy Center, and suggested that its columns should be covered in marble or granite. Jacquelyn Martin/Associated Press



By Javier C. Hernandez



May 06, 2025 at 10:00 PM

Since leading a stunning takeover of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts at the start of his second term, President Trump has repeatedly lamented the building's condition. He has described the center, which opened in 1971, as in "tremendous disrepair," and has spoken about the need for a major renovation.

Now Republican lawmakers appear to be heeding his call. A House committee approved a budget proposal last week that called for allocating $257 million to the Kennedy Center for capital repairs and other expenses, roughly six times the amount it usually receives from the government. It is a piece of the large reconciliation measure, which Mr. Trump calls his "one big beautiful bill," that Republicans are writing and hope to push through Congress in the coming months.

The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, which has jurisdiction over federal buildings, said in a statement Tuesday that the "component of the proposal that provides funding for repairs and maintenance needs at the Kennedy Center was requested by the president."

The White House declined to discuss the specifics of the proposal, which is still working its way through the House as the reconciliation package takes shape.

"President Trump cares deeply about American arts and culture, which is why he is revitalizing historic institutions like the Kennedy Center to their former greatness," Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, said in a statement.

The Kennedy Center declined to comment.

The center typically gets about $43 million in federal funds, which goes toward operations, maintenance and repairs of the property. That is roughly 16 percent of its $268 million annual budget.

Some Democrats have expressed concern about the committee's proposal, which comes as Mr. Trump is making sweeping cuts to the arts, proposing the elimination of the National Endowment for the Arts and canceling current grant offers to cultural organizations.

Representative Chellie Pingree of Maine, the top Democrat on the House subcommittee overseeing the arts endowment, described the increase in spending on the Kennedy Center as "exorbitant." She sent a letter on Tuesday to Richard Grenell, whom Mr. Trump made president of the Kennedy Center, demanding a "detailed account of how the Kennedy Center intends to use this funding, should it be approved by Congress."

In a statement, Ms. Pingree said: "While I appreciate President Trump's interest in the center's future and the dire need for funding, we must ensure that funds appropriated by Congress are truly benefiting the artists and audiences that make the Kennedy Center great. We need transparency on how this money would be spent and assurance it's not being used to reward loyalty or bankroll pet projects under the guise of cultural investment."

The office of Representative Sam Graves of Missouri, the top Republican on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, did not respond to requests for comment.

The money for the Kennedy Center is included in a 22-page bill approved by the committee last week. The proposal includes about $242 million for "necessary expenses for capital repair and restoration of the building and site," along with $7.7 million for "operation, maintenance and security" and $7.2 million for "administrative expenses."

Mr. Trump, who made himself chairman of the Kennedy Center in February after purging its historically bipartisan board of Biden appointees, has repeatedly criticized the center's facilities.

When the president visited the center in March to preside over a board meeting, he disparaged its appearance. (Its architecture has drawn criticism from the start.) He took issue with the center's 2019 expansion, which cost $250 million that was raised privately, saying that "they built these rooms that nobody's going to use." And he said that the center's signature columns should be covered with marble or granite.

"They never covered the I-beam," he said, according to a recording of the board meeting that was obtained by The New York Times. He added: "I think the I-beams should be covered with some incredible stone -- probably marble, but marble's a bad outdoor stone, but looks better than granite. But it should be covered. And we'll do that. We'll add that in. But it's not a small job."

Mr. Trump also promised at the meeting to seek money for the Kennedy Center from Congress to help "bring it back."

Mr. Grenell and his team at the Kennedy Center have set out to remake the institution. They have sought to cut costs and reduce staff; roughly 40 staff members have been dismissed since Mr. Trump's takeover. And they have promised changes in programming, though they have not yet offered a detailed vision.

The president is expected to attend a fund-raiser and performance of "Les Miserables" at the Kennedy Center in June. He is a fan of Broadway musicals of the 1980s, including "Les Mis," "Cats" and "Phantom of the Opera." An invitation offered a gold sponsorship level for $2 million, and a silver sponsorship for $100,000; both come with photo opportunities with Mr. Trump.
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A Hot Accessory, at the Intersection of Faith and Culture

Seen on influencers, pop stars and White House staff, cross necklaces are popping up everywhere.

From left: Daisy Rogers, Sage Mills and Breanna Anderson spoke about the meaning of their cross necklaces on TikTok.



By Misty White Sidell



Apr 29, 2025 at 10:02 AM

When Arianna Salerno first moved to Washington, D.C., in 2022 to attend Catholic University she didn't see many people wearing cross necklaces. But in the past year, she says she has noticed an uptick of the jewelry each time she takes the Metro, and they are now a regular presence on Capitol Hill, where she's held multiple internships.

As a millenniums-old symbol of Christian faith, the cross would seem somewhat immune to trendiness. But cross necklaces and pendants have been in vogue before and may be again as some feel more comfortable embracing their faith and seek community with others.

On red carpets, on social media, at protests by high-ranking Democrats and in the White House, necklaces with cross pendants are appearing with renewed prevalence. Chappell Roan wore an oversize one to the MTV Video Music Awards in September, and one dangled from Sabrina Carpenter's neck in the music video for her single "Please Please Please." The trendy online store Ssense sells them in nearly 50 variations, and mainstream jewelers like Kendra Scott and Zales carry numerous designs.

Lately, the cross necklaces flash across cable news screens several times a week, suspended between the collarbones of Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, and Attorney General Pam Bondi.

Ms. Bondi, 59, wrote in a statement that her necklaces are an expression of her "strong Christian" upbringing: "My faith is very important to me," she said. "It is what gets me through each day."

Across TikTok, young Christian women have been sharing the meaning behind their own cross necklaces, saying they help cultivate a sense of belonging and connection with others.

Sage Mills, a student at the University of Oklahoma who has posted videos about her cross necklace, said that seeing women in government like Ms. Leavitt and Ms. Bondi wear their own "makes me feel good. It makes me feel like God is the important thing for people that are governing our world."

Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, said she wears her cross pendant "because it serves as a reminder of the strength that can only be found through faith." Doug Mills/The New York Times


The cross, a symbol most associated with the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, first emerged during the Roman Empire when it was an instrument of mass torture, said Robert Covolo, a theologian and associate pastor at Christ Church Sierra Madre near Los Angeles. By the 4th century, Mr. Covolo said that Christians had begun to use the cross as an emblem of their religion. Not long after, the cross became a focal point for daily jewelry. Cross jewelry dating as far back as the 5th century is prevalent in the collection of the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.

Referencing its original use, Mr. Covolo said the cross was a "symbol of the Roman Empire asserting its power with impunity."

Over centuries, the cross evolved as a signpost of the moral compass one shares with fellow Christians and a kind of talisman with deeply personal significance. "They have an official meaning but people bring their own meaning, which is where symbols really get their power," said Mr. Covolo, 58, who in 2020 published a book about the link between Christianity and fashion.

Many still wear theirs as a straightforward declaration of their faith and as an expression of communion with other believers. About 62 percent of U.S. adults identify as Christian, according to a Pew Research Center study released in February. The group's annual religious landscape study also found that the country's Christian population has stabilized after decades of decline.

"It's the easiest way to know that I have shared beliefs with people," said Ms. Mills, 20, who received her cross necklace as a gift to celebrate her rebaptism last year.

When Breanna Anderson, a social media specialist in Orem, Utah, visited Jerusalem in 2022, she purchased her first cross necklace, even though the cross is not a common symbol for her religious affiliation, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. "Even though it's not a symbol of the church, it can be a symbol of devotion to Jesus Christ and believing in him," she said.

The necklaces had become more popular with younger congregants of her church, and in broader "Utah culture," Ms. Anderson, 26, added.

The singer Chappell Roan included a cross necklace in her look for the MTV Video Music Awards last year. Angela Weiss/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


That cultural meaning can be harder to define as the symbol now seems to vary in interpretation across geography, church affiliation and even -- to a growing extent -- political value systems.

The Trump administration has welcomed religion into the West Wing with the establishment of a new White House Faith Office. In recent months, pastors with Christian nationalist beliefs have been invited to the White House numerous times.

Cross necklaces have, in a way, become the jewelry of choice most associated with President Trump's second administration.

Ms. Bondi owns several cross necklaces but most often appears at official events in a diamond-set version purchased at Mavilo, a jewelry store in Tampa, Fla.

Ms. Leavitt, the White House press secretary, has frequently worn a large cross pendant at press briefings. But Ms. Leavitt is not the first press secretary to wear a cross: Kayleigh McEnany, a press secretary during Mr. Trump's first term, also wore one.

In an email, Ms. Leavitt, 27, called the cross necklace "the perfect accessory to any outfit," adding that she wears the cross "because it serves as a reminder of the strength that can only be found through faith."

The wearable religious symbol has popped up elsewhere in government. This weekend, Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the top House Democrat, wore a large silvertone cross pendant necklace to stage a sit-in protest against the GOP budget on the steps of the Capitol with Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey. Mr. Jeffries was raised in Brooklyn and in his youth was an usher at the Cornerstone Baptist Church in Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Some Christians see the visible integration of Christianity and government as a natural progression of America's founding values -- and the cross necklace as a sign of pride and resilience.

Daisy Rogers, 25, a stay-at-home mother and volleyball coach in Gilbert, Ariz., said the nation "was founded on Christian-like values and I don't believe there's a separation. I think it should stay that way."

Pam Bondi, the attorney general, wrote in a statement that her necklaces are an expression of her "strong Christian" upbringing. Craig Hudson/Reuters


Ms. Rogers, also a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, began wearing a cross necklace about a year ago as a way to convey her faith when interacting with others. While Ms. Rogers said that she feels like Christians can sometimes be perceived as weak, seeing women in government like Ms. Leavitt wear one offers "prime examples of how to be strong and Christlike at the same time," she said.

Riley White, a content creator and personal trainer in Birmingham, Ala., began wearing a cross necklace two years ago as a way to "share Christian values and love" and likened it to an engagement ring.

Ms. White, 24, said that recently, she's felt uncertainty when she spots cross necklaces worn by political figureheads in the news. "I like to see the cross worn by people who have Christian values and who treat people how the Bible tells us to," said Ms. White. "It can be hard seeing people wear a cross and hearing how they speak about people in a way that doesn't necessarily align with Christian values."

Ms. Mills, a student at the University of Oklahoma, said that seeing women in government like Ms. Leavitt and Ms. Bondi wear cross necklaces "makes me feel good."


Lucy Collins, an assistant professor at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York who teaches courses in philosophy, fashion theory and ethics, said that while cross necklaces are often worn apolitically, their appearance in the political sphere in the United States has introduced implications of partisan politics.

"The cross itself is not a complicated symbol, it clearly represents Christianity," said Ms. Collins. But in contrast to the simplicity of the cross, she added, "at this moment Christianity is much more complicated."
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Her 'Caveman' Skin Care Routine Has Skeptics, but She Says It's Real

Tia Zakher's videos about not washing her face drew millions of views, numerous questions and some legitimate concern. She insists she's fine.

Tia Zakher's videos about her unconventional skin care routine have been shared widely on TikTok. Tia Zakher



By Alisha Haridasani Gupta



May 02, 2025 at 08:57 PM

Tia Zakher, a 22-year-old woman known on TikTok for a skin care routine that involves doing nothing to her skin -- not even washing it -- would like you to know she is fine.

And that, as of five days ago, she has started using water to clean her face, she said on Friday during a video call.

That she had to specify both of those things underscores the unusual nature of social media, where soon after she posted videos about her routine, rumors began swirling that there was something seriously wrong with her skin, or that her skin care journey was fake. It also highlights, yet again, the tension that arises when health care and social media collide.

On March 14, after years of trying different skin care approaches to heal her acne -- from topicals and peels to microneedling and exfoliation -- Ms. Zakher decided to stop doing anything whatsoever: stop touching her face, stop picking at any scabs or dead skin and also stop washing it. She did not post about that decision to her followers (a group that has swelled to more than 125,000 in recent weeks). It was only in April, when her skin started showing visible changes -- discoloration, a buildup of flaky skin and a scaly texture -- that her followers asked what was going on.

She responded with a video that now has more than 10 million views. In the video, she said the changes in her appearance were just her skin's way of healing naturally. She called it the "caveman" routine, though she clarified in the video call that she did not invent the term and that she had seen it elsewhere when researching skin care routines.


At first, "people were just intrigued and I got so many more comments, so I responded again and then that video took off," she said. "But it was never something where I wanted to sit down and share this with people. It's just, you know, how the internet works."

Then the questions, and the trolling, began. Some commenters were disgusted, others speculated that she had a fungal infection. Some theorized that she was faking the whole thing by using a clay mask just to garner attention.

"When you have somebody who's spreading a lot of information about health that is potentially dangerous, whether what she's doing is real or not is not the issue," Dr. Zachary Rubin, an allergist in Chicago who posted a video on TikTok in response to Ms. Zakher, said in a phone interview. He noted that not cleaning your face could potentially lead to infections. "It's that you might have somebody who is vulnerable to skin issues who might take that advice and end up having more problems."

"My personal view on this is that she's trying to promote some type of lifestyle that involves medical advice that's highly inappropriate," he added. "You see this all the time with people saying 'drink raw milk' or 'don't take vaccines.'"

Ms. Zakher said she had told other TikTok users to seek out a dermatologist's advice. She also turned to her own dermatologist, who commented on her TikTok videos saying that Ms. Zakher did not have an infection or a condition to worry about. Her mother, Samah Kamel, jumped into the comments as well, adding that Ms. Zakher had been "medically advised by a very good doctor."

Still, the internet became so invested in what was happening to Ms. Zakher's face that TikTok creators and commenters started to pick apart every video. When she shared one about participating in a half marathon last week, in rainy conditions, online sleuths pounced on tiny changes in her skin as clues that she had been lying. Some contended that her skin color had changed in the rain, thus proving it was just clay.

The level of questioning got to a point where Ms. Zakher said close friends and family reached out to her and her parents to check in on them.

"I know that my situation is very rare and unique and a lot of people struggle with understanding that -- but I can take it, I have thick skin," she said, with the pun fully intended.

To Ms. Zakher, what is more concerning is the dermatologists who have tried to diagnose her from afar or jumped in with their opinions. "That's a bit worrying to me," she said.

Brynne Clippard, one of the many social media users drawn into the mystery around Ms. Zakher's skin, did her own online sleuthing. She found a Reddit post by Ms. Zakher from a year ago in which her skin looked the same as it does today, which she thought added credence to this being a real condition.

If she were lying, Ms. Clippard said in a phone interview, "I would give her props for playing the longest game ever."

Ms. Zakher confirmed in her video call that a year ago she had tried the same routine, and that it had led to the same reaction. But two weeks into that previous attempt, she could not resist the urge to exfoliate it all off, she said.

"I couldn't take the texture -- it felt like something was wrong," she said. "I gave up too soon."

This time around, she has committed to a few months, or for as long as it takes for the build up on her skin to fall off naturally. That, she claimed, would be a sign that her skin had healed itself.

And, for the record, during the video interview, she touched her skin, rubbed it and then held her finger up to the camera. There was no clay visible.
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T 25


The 25 Essential Seafood Dishes to Eat in Tokyo

Six Japanese food professionals -- including four acclaimed chefs -- took on what seemed to all of them like a near-impossible task.




By Hannah Beech, Kenji Hall, Melinda Joe, Joanna Kawecki, Vivian Morelli and Hiroko Yoda



Apr 29, 2025 at 10:02 AM

More than 200 types of fish and other edible seafood species inhabit Tokyo Bay, and many more live in the waters off Japan. There are delicate, darting fish like isaki and sea squirts like hoya (also known as sea pineapples): things rarely seen on American menus. There's a bewildering array of bivalves and crustaceans, including a surf clam that's eaten in two parts, in two different ways: Its adductor muscle is used for one kind of sushi and its crisp flesh and foot for another. There are wispy ice fish that all but disappeared from waters around the Japanese capital, likely owing to land reclamation and pollution, only to make a ghostlike resurgence in recent years. A new species of starfish was even discovered last year not far from Tokyo Bay, although it doesn't appear to be edible.

That bounty, not to mention the skill and knowledge of Japanese chefs, makes choosing Tokyo's 25 essential seafood dishes a challenge. Up to the task were Keiji Nakazawa, a sushi master with Sushi Sho restaurants in Tokyo, Honolulu and Manhattan, who lives in New York City; Yukari Sakamoto, a Tokyo-based food writer and market guide, who's married to a Tokyo fish buyer; Sonoko Sakai, a cookbook author who grew up in Japan and lives in Los Angeles; Nao Motohashi, one of Tokyo's few female head chefs, who serves seasonal modern Japanese cuisine at her restaurant, Julia; Niki Nakayama, a Japanese American chef whose N/Naka restaurant in Los Angeles specializes in kaiseki, or Japanese multicourse haute cuisine; and Hisashi Udatsu, whose Udatsu Sushi in Tokyo, Hong Kong and Los Angeles brings contemporary touches to a venerable sushi tradition.

After all of our six panelists came up with their 10 nominations, we gathered on a video call to narrow the list to 25, as part of T's ongoing T 25 series (which has also featured essential dishes from Mexico City, Paris, New York City and Italy). There was surprisingly little overlap among our panelists' picks but also surprisingly little acrimony as we slashed 60 choices to the final selection below.


At the outset of the discussion, all the panelists agreed on one thing: "It's difficult to make bad sushi in Tokyo," as Nakazawa said, citing easy access to quality ingredients. But as Sakai pointed out, a fine sushi meal is about far more than the interplay between seafood and rice: A sublime experience, in the end, depends on the relationship between chef and diner. She and the others referred to the importance of "consuming hospitality" along with the meal. "You have to be relaxed to enjoy sushi," said Sakai, which is why she favors unassuming neighborhood places (see Osushi Isobe, No. 22). The importance of that relationship is also why Nakazawa had such difficulty making his choices. "Selecting the best place in Tokyo is very difficult as you're selecting the personality of the sushi chef," he said.

We knew that we didn't want this list to be sushi-only, and by the end of our two-hour conversation, we'd expanded our scope to include other favorite seafood dishes, from charcoal-grilled mackerel and prawn tempura to clam ramen and a shellfish-laden curry. Eel appears just twice (freshwater and saltwater), but only through a heroic act of discipline. "It's a disservice to not eat eel when you're in Tokyo," said Nakayama. "When I was growing up in Los Angeles, I never liked it. Then I tried the unagi at Ishibashi [No. 11] and thought, Oh! This is what it's supposed to taste like. I'm on board."

Above all, the panelists chose to focus on the meals and the purveyors that adhere to a do-no-harm philosophy in which pristine seafood is minimally manipulated and seasonality is key. For that reason, since some fish are available or at their most succulent for only a few weeks a year (Pacific saury, for example, is at its peak in September and October), not all the dishes highlighted here are served year-round. -- Hannah Beech

This conversation has been edited and condensed. Though numbered, the entries below aren't ranked; the dishes appear in alphabetical order.

1. The Amberjack With Kumquat at Higashiya Ginza

 Yoshinori Mizutani


UNESCO's decision to add washoku, or traditional Japanese food (wa means "Japanese"; shoku means "food"), to its cultural heritage list in 2013 helped define a term that many Japanese had used but only vaguely understood. A meal made in this manner has to have fresh, seasonal ingredients. It also must be nutritious (low-calorie and low in animal fats) and served with a spirit of hospitality. The ichiju-sansai ("one soup, three dishes") lunch at Higashiya Ginza -- opened by the design firm Simplicity in 2009 -- excels in every category. Every month, the restaurant, a modern interpretation of a tearoom, revamps its lunch, tea and wagashi sweets menus to be in sync with the nijushi-sekki, an ancient 24-season calendar that tracks phases of the sun and was imported from China around the sixth or seventh century. During the midwinter Taisetsu (greater snow) and Toji (winter solstice) seasons in December, the lunch usually features buri no saikyo-yaki, grilled Japanese amberjack that's been marinated for hours in a pale, sweet shiro-miso from Kyoto. Covered in thin kumquat slices and placed atop a dashi broth-stewed daikon disk, the fish takes on the mellow sour-savory notes of its garnishes. The set also comes with side dishes, rice, pickles, dessert and tea. -- Kenji Hall

POLA Ginza Building 2F, 1-7-7 Ginza, Chuo

Nakayama: Buri can be a little tough, but the way it was prepared here, it was really tender. And I never would've imagined putting kumquats on top of saikyo-yaki, but it just melded so well.

Sakamoto: I stopped by one day recently hoping to squeeze in as a solo diner. The women waiting to be seated for lunch were all exquisitely dressed -- many were in formal kimonos. You could tell that this was a special lunch that they had organized in advance.

2. The Black Cod at Uokyu

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Founded in 1914 as a fish wholesaler, Uokyu opened as a restaurant in 1940, on a quiet backstreet in Ningyocho, a historic puppet-making quarter in central Tokyo. Now housed in a 1990s building on the same site -- with a specialty shop on the ground floor and the restaurant just above -- it's still the place to go for fish marinated in sake lees (also called sake kasu), a residue left over from the process of brewing rice wine. The 1,200-year-old practice, known as kasuzuke, both preserves food and infuses it with a subtly sweet tang, a flavor perhaps best experienced in the form of gindara kasuzuke, buttery black cod that, after soaking in the marinade for a week, is briefly grilled over charcoal. For dinner, it's served a la carte with a sprig of hajikami shoga, a type of pickled ginger sprout, but at lunch, when the brightly lit dining room tends to be filled with locals, the cod comes with a handful of accompaniments: miso soup, rice (the restaurant serves the highly prized koshi-hikari variety from the Uonuma region of Niigata) and a variety of pickles. -- Joanna Kawecki

1F, 1-1-20 Nihonbashi Ningyocho, Chuo

Sakamoto: Nobu [the restaurant chain] is famous for the miso-marinated codfish. [This is] a similar process but, instead of using a sweet miso for marinating the fish, Uokyu uses sake lees. It softens the protein and adds the flavor of sake. In the late '80s, early '90s, I worked at Takashimaya department store in Nihonbashi, and I saw they were selling Uokyu's fillets there, and I thought, Well, what is this fish that everyone is coming to buy? [And then I found out that Uokyu] has its own retail store and restaurant nearby. It's where the locals go. You don't see many tourists there.

3. The Black-Throat Sea Perch at Sowado

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Nobody accidentally wanders into Sowado, the izakaya that the chef Hideaki Sakai opened in 2020. Located on a backstreet in a quiet area straddling the posh Hiroo and Ebisu neighborhoods, it has an unmarked facade -- a concrete wall and a metal sliding door. But it's become something of a pilgrimage spot for fans of Sakai's elevated comfort food. The 40-year-old chef has three restaurants in Tokyo, all of which are modern-style izakayas, but Sowado is considered his most ambitious, with dishes like steamed squid dumplings and squid-ink soy sauce. One of his least fussed-over dishes, however, is also one of his most defining: a whole fish, skewered, salted and grilled upright next to a charcoal brazier, cooked on the counter of the open kitchen in the center of the dining room for all to see. The type of fish varies by the season -- often freshwater sweetfish in summer or Pacific saury in autumn -- but the black-throat sea perch, caught in the Sea of Japan year-round, is a perennial and favorite option. Served with grated daikon and soy sauce, it's plump and softly springy, with a fatty richness akin to that of toro. -- K.H.

Riverside Building, 1st floor, 1-12-15 Hiroo, Shibuya

Nakayama: This is one of the restaurants that's just very minimal in its design: All they want to do is make simple, straightforward things that Japanese people love. When I went a few years ago, you could tell the fish was of excellent quality, skewered perfectly with the perfect amount of salt and seasoning. We use nodoguro [black-throat sea perch] at N/Naka, too, but it's super-pricey in Los Angeles. I remember sourcing it for the first time and thinking, Oh my God, it's more expensive than Wagyu. It's a small whitefish, and most people think small whitefish are lean, but it's fatty and tender and melts in your mouth.

4. The Charcoal-Grilled Mackerel at Aoyama Ototo

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Mackerel -- plentiful in Japan's coastal waters but quick to spoil once caught -- have been preserved for centuries through charcoal grilling. Quintessential Japanese soul food, the small, oily fish are prepared in just about every household, served in neighborhood shokudo (cafeterias) and sold in convenience-store bentos. But at Aoyama Ototo, a two-and-a-half-year-old seafood restaurant hidden down a flight of stairs in Tokyo's fashionable Jingumae neighborhood, the humble staple stands out thanks to expert grilling over highly prized binchotan coals from the city of Wakayama, hailed for their clean, slow-and-steady burn. The chef-owner Hiroshi Fukushima, who trained at Tokyo's Ryugin, a fine dining seafood restaurant, liberally salts his mackerel before cooking it, ensuring that it emerges from the open kitchen moist and tender, with a crisp exterior that's charred but not blackened. At lunch, the fish comes as part of a set meal with rice, vegetable-laden miso soup and two sides that vary frequently -- one recent menu included shirasu (baby sardines boiled in salted water) and fried tofu with ground chicken -- all served in pastel ceramic vessels. The mackerel arrives on a plate with grated daikon, mentaiko chili-spiced cod roe and a salad of assorted pickled vegetables. -- Melinda Joe

Bell Town Building Aoyama B1, 3-1-28 Jingumae, Shibuya

Motohashi: The moment you step inside the restaurant, you smell charcoal and smoke and fish. While you're eating, you're surrounded by the aroma. The restaurant is a three-minute walk from mine. The first time I went was right around the time it opened. You sit at the long counter with a view of the open kitchen. Cooking over charcoal the way [chef Fukushima] does is quite difficult. There's something theatrical about it. You have to constantly adjust the heat and keep an eye on the food or it will burn. The mackerel skin is smoky and crispy and the flesh is so moist. You have to eat the skin! Quite a few customers from overseas refuse to eat fish skin or eel skin, even though I strongly recommend that they do. It's so flavorful.

5. The Charcoal-Grilled Seasonal Fish at Sezanne

 Yoshinori Mizutani


At Sezanne, a serene space on the seventh floor of the Four Seasons Hotel Tokyo at Marunouchi, the British-born chef Daniel Calvert's menu reflects his nomadic career, which included stints at New York's Per Se and Hong Kong's Belon before he opened Sezanne in 2021. The goal, he says, is to use local ingredients with techniques that "make sense," but not to necessarily make Japanese food -- an approach that's reflected in his charcoal-grilled fish, which changes with the season. Currently, the kitchen is using kinmedai -- a deepwater fish with bright red skin and wide, gleaming eyes -- dry-aging it for six days and grilling it skin-side down over binchotan coals. The radiant heat leaves the flesh almost raw with exquisitely crispy skin and, to enhance its smoky char, Calvert brushes on oil that's been infused with the fish's own bones. The accompanying white wine sauce, also made with the bones, is whipped and almost foamy, complementing a second, richer sauce of clam stock, tomato water and roasted shrimp heads. For early spring, the dish was garnished with mildly bitter blanched taranome (Angelica tree shoots), feathery aosa (sea lettuce) and plump saltwater clams. -- M.J.

Four Seasons Hotel Tokyo at Marunouchi 7F, 1-11-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda

Udatsu: Out of all the restaurants I've been to, Sezanne impressed me the most. We also grill fish over charcoal at our place, so that aspect really resonated. The way [chef Calvert] preserves that sashimi-like texture while still serving it warm is incredible.

6. The Clam Ramen at Shinjiko Shijimi Chukasoba Kohaku

 Yoshinori Mizutani


The chef-owner Hiroyuki Iwata opened this sliver of a restaurant in 2019, on the site of his mother's former bento store in the working-class Kamata neighborhood. He uses yamato shijimi, a type of clam sourced from the brackish waters of Lake Shinji in Shimane Prefecture and considered the best in Japan because of its high levels of succinic acid, which adds a distinctive umami flavor. It takes around 80 bivalves, he says, to make enough soup for a single bowl of the restaurant's signature shijimi shio ramen, a brothy bowl of tender, hand-pulled noodles topped with bamboo shoots, slices of seasoned pork shoulder and thin strands of green onion. With only counter seating, the place accommodates just five customers at a time and serves only 50 bowls a day, meaning you'll need a reservation. The blackboard menu, next to the ticket machine where customers place their orders, displays the names of the fishermen responsible for unearthing that day's batch of mollusks. -- J.K.

2-1-3 Nishirokugo, Ota

Nakayama: "As a kid I used to visit Japan a lot in the summer, and I drank a lot of shijimi in my miso soup. I remember thinking, How come nothing like this exists in the States? It's this small clam that has a really nice umami. But as far as I know, it's not harvested in the U.S. and isn't available here. So when my friend who lives in Tokyo took me to Shinjiko Shijimi, the ramen was so nostalgic for me. I love clear broth. It's very light and refreshing compared to thick tonkatsu-style ramen. And Shinjiko Shijimi is just a little place that reminds me of the word "otaku" -- it describes people who are so into something that it's all-consuming. It doesn't even matter if it's profitable. It just comes from a place of pure passion, and you can feel that when you go there."

7. The Eel Tempura and Soba at Edo Soba Hosokawa

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Soba noodles are now a staple all over Japan, but they originated in Tokyo, during the Edo period (1603-1868). At Edo Soba Hosokawa in Ryogoku -- a neighborhood perhaps best known for its sumo stables, where the wrestlers live and train -- the chef Tadashi Hosokawa makes them fresh every morning from buckwheat he mills in-house. Though most modern soba recipes rely on either wheat or yam as a binding agent, Hosokawa insists on the traditional (and notoriously tricky to master; since there's no binding agent, the dough doesn't come together easily) jyuwari style, made from only buckwheat. Served at a few large communal tables, the perfectly chewy noodles are best enjoyed as part of the zaru soba set, which pairs cold soba with a smoky, soy-based soup (tsuyu) and crispy, mildly sweet, tempura-fried anago, a saltwater eel considered more sophisticated and lighter than the more common unagi (freshwater) variety. For the final flourish at the end of the meal, sobayu, the water in which the noodles were boiled, is mixed with the remaining tsuyu to create a thick and creamy broth. -- Vivian Morelli

1-6-5 Kamezawa, Sumida

Sakai: There are thousands of soba restaurants in Japan, but only a handful of people really do soba by hand, like Mr. Hosokawa does. He gets the groats directly from the farmer in the morning, and in the afternoon he mills the flour while he makes the soba to serve the next day and handles multiple other kitchen tasks. It's a one- or two-man operation. About 12 years ago, I was basically a dishwasher for Hosokawa for about three weeks. I learned so much. I got to experience the intriguing ritual of making dashi at 6 a.m. I learned that everything comes from dashi, and watching the care and precision that goes into making it and the soba was an immersion for me in culture and artisanship.

Nakazawa: Hosokawa is a craftsman. No one is able to optimize oysters in soba like him.

Sakai: I love his oyster soba, but I believe his anago is even more fantastic. The eel is so fresh it curls up when he fries it.

8. The Flounder and Japanese Mustard Spinach at Florilege

 Yoshinori Mizutani


In winter at Florilege, in the sprawling new Azabudai Hills complex -- home to the city's tallest building -- the right-eye flounder arrives toward the end of the nine-course French dinner. The pillowy fish, covered with Japanese mustard spinach, is served in a brothlike poivre sauce. Most people assume that the fish is the centerpiece of the dish, marking a break from the plates of vegetables that came before it -- napa cabbage, turnips and ebi-imo (a type of taro that tastes faintly of shrimp). But the flounder is supposed to play only a supporting role. To the chef Hiroyasu Kawate, it's the peppery, mildly bitter mustard spinach that should be the primary focus. Since moving Florilege to its current location last year, Kawate, who opened the restaurant in 2009, has organized his menu around seasonal vegetables while cutting back on the meat and fish that he once favored. The restaurant's dining room and open kitchen share a space, so diners seated at a long communal table or one of two round tables can watch the chefs at work. To make his mustard spinach dish, Kawate lets the flounder air-dry overnight, then steams it with sake, butter and the spinach. For the sauce, he cooks mustard spinach and kombu (kelp) sous vide, strains the liquid, simmers it with peppercorns and dried mikan (mandarin orange) peel and finishes it with dark droplets of charred kombu-flavored oil. The restaurant's recommended nonalcoholic drink pairing: a mocktail made from fig leaves, rosemary, sage and kiwi. -- K.H.

2F Garden Plaza D, Azabudai Hills, 5-10-7 Toranomon, Minato

Nakayama: I went with Carole, my wife and partner, and we were just blown away. It really takes an understanding of flavors and how to combine them to make these dishes come together in such harmony. You could tell that the chef really thought about flavor profiles in addition to the cooking method. And I remember there was a nonalcohol mixologist at one of the counters -- another example of otaku, someone super-passionate about his craft.

9. The Fried Prawn and Yuba With Scallion Sauce at Fureika

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Twenty-five years ago, the businessman Xu Fu Zao had an idea for an upmarket Chinese restaurant with two separate kitchens -- one for Shanghai specialties, the other for Cantonese cuisine -- staffed by chefs recruited from Hong Kong and China who could work Japanese ingredients into original dishes. Fureika, occupying four floors of a building in Higashi-Azabu, an upscale residential area with embassies near Tokyo Tower, is the result of that vision. Led by the executive head chef Shi Lan, the kitchen turns out Beijing duck and braised shark fin soup as well as newer creations like sauteed globefish roe and caviar. One of the most consistently asked-for items is the fried prawn wrapped in yuba (a thin film of tofu) with diced scallions. It resembles a petite shrimp tempura -- same linear shape, golden color and splayed tail -- but with a salty, crunchy exterior that highlights the soft, juicy crustacean inside. The chefs in charge of the restaurant's Shanghai cuisine finish the dish with a splash of Shaoxing wine. Fureika's fried prawn is available at five of the 10 other restaurants that Xu runs, including Chugoku Hanten, in the neighboring Roppongi district, which he opened shortly after he arrived from Shanghai in 1975. -- K.H.

3-7-5 Higashi-Azabu, Minato

Udatsu: Like sushi, in Chinese cuisine, dishes come out one at a time. It gives you a chance to really appreciate each one. I chose the kuruma prawn at Fureika because it was in yuba (tofu skin) and fried in a way that you could really enjoy the texture. It inspired me to make my own version with a Japanese twist. Their Peking duck is really good too.

10. The Gizzard Shad Bocadillo at Aca

 Yoshinori Mizutani


The bocadillo at Aca looks nothing like the Spanish sandwich that it's named after. The dish -- slender, silver-skinned fillets of raw gizzard shad (kohada) draped over garlic slices, shiso leaf and a crunchy sliver of tomato bread -- calls to mind a piece of sushi. That's no accident: The chef Tetsuo Azuma marinates the fish in a three-vinegar dressing that's commonly used for sushi, and makes it small enough to eat in one bite. His 13-course menu, served at a counter facing an open kitchen and in a small private room with walls of clay and straw, alternates between grilled fish and meat and surprising interpretations of gazpacho, ajo blanco and croquetas. Azuma originally opened the restaurant in 2013, in his hometown of Kyoto, to change the image of Spanish cuisine as inexpensive wine-bar fare in Japan. By the time he moved to Tokyo's Nihonbashi district, across the street from Japan's central bank, in 2020, he'd made his point and become a role model and mentor for a younger generation of chefs (he trains them at his less expensive offshoot, Shokudo Aca, in the city's Toranomon neighborhood). His other signature dish is a seafood paella that, depending on the time of year, might feature horsehair crab, snow crab or firefly squid and, like the rice that comes at the end of a kaiseki meal, is offered as the last savory bite before dessert. -- K.H.

2-1-1 Mitsui Bldg. 2, 1F, Nihonbashimuromachi, Chuo

Nakazawa: I believe this combination of kohada and bread is truly groundbreaking -- perhaps the first of its kind in the world. I was profoundly impressed. And at Aca, the Japanese spirit of omotenashi -- offering heartfelt service and attention to detail -- is deeply ingrained and shines through in every aspect of the experience.

11. The Grilled Eel at Edogawa Ishibashi

 Yoshinori Mizutani


The recipe for grilled eel at Edogawa Ishibashi, a fourth-generation family-run restaurant in the tranquil Bunkyo area, hasn't changed since the place was founded in 1910. Here, inside a traditional detached house with weathered timber walls and tatami matting, chefs first fillet and skewer the unagi (a freshwater variety of the fish) and then lightly charcoal grill the pieces. They're then steamed, to impart an extra-tender texture, and grilled for a second time before being coated with a caramelized soy glaze and served atop rice in lacquerware boxes, many of which have been passed down through generations and were made in the city of Wajima (the country's traditional center of lacquerwork). The pickled Japanese radish, cucumber and Chinese cabbage served alongside -- which are all fermented differently, some vegetables in rice bran and salt, some in sake lees -- are almost as popular as the eel itself, and accompanied by a bowl of kimosui, a light broth made from boiled eel livers, Japanese parsley and shiitake mushrooms. Over the years, Ishibashi has also developed a reputation for its sake selection, thanks to its proprietor, Ayuko Nemoto, a certified sake sommelier. Her pick to start off the evening: Kiyasho Shuzo's Jikon Junmai Daiginjo Yamada Nishiki, which has a delicate aroma and just the right amount of acidity. -- J.K.

2-4-29 Suido, Bunkyo

Nakazawa: When thinking about eels, you have to think about the balance of the following factors: how the eel is steamed and roasted, the sauce and how the rice is prepared. In Ishibashi's case, the unaju [broiled or grilled eel served over rice in a lacquered box] is supplemented by its fantastic pickles. The balance overall at Ishibashi is at a very high level.

Nakayama: My parents were in the seafood business, and sometimes they'd have live eel, but they didn't know how to deal with it. When I first went to Ishibashi, I thought, This is how you're supposed to do it. It's such a comforting dish. The technique and the precision are incredible. The unagi sauce is like a mother sauce -- they save it for years and years and keep adding to it. It has history. It's like no other sauce.

12. The Gunkan-maki at Ginza Kyubey

 Yoshinori Mizutani


For more than a century, the backstreets of the Ginza shopping district have been the city's epicenter for Edomae sushi (combining fresh seafood from Tokyo Bay and bite-size nigiri rice balls made with vinegar) in Tokyo. This is where you'll find the illustrious Kyubey, which opened in 1935 and has consistently ranked among the city's finest sushi restaurants. In the 1940s the original owner and chef Hisaji Imada invented his signature dish, the gunkan-maki (battleship roll), a ball of vinegary rice wrapped with a wide seaweed strip that holds various fillings. He was also the first to stuff the roll with layers of creamy uni (sea urchin). Back then, uni was considered too soft and strange for sushi, but Imada experimented with it at the request of a customer from Hokkaido (the prefecture that harvests the most uni in the country) and succeeded, eventually spawning imitators across the city. Kyubey's gunkan-maki with ikura (salmon roe) is another enduring favorite. Today, Ginza Kyubey is run by the founder's grandson, Kagehisa Imada, who serves around 40 types of fish bought daily at Toyosu fish market. He's inherited his father and grandfather's rice recipe (vinegar and salt only), and uncompromising standards for fish. The 70 chefs who work at Kyubey's seven locations spend a decade in training before they're allowed to prepare sushi in front of customers. And every one of them learns the proper way to prepare the gunkan-maki. "The moment I make it, I hold it out in the palm of my hand and say to the customer, 'As soon as possible.' I want them to eat it while the seaweed is crispy," says Imada. -- K.H.

8-7-6 Ginza, Chuo

Sakamoto: Ginza Kyubey is the gold-standard sushi restaurant that a lot of Tokyoites will experience once in their life. It's more accessible than most high-end sushi places, both because it's much larger and more welcoming. People go there for a special occasion, like a kid's graduation. And though all of the sushi is delicious there, I always appreciate the gunkan-maki -- it's just fascinating to me that the concept of wrapping the nori around the vinegared rice was created there and now it's around the world.

13. The Kaki Furai at Katsukichi

 Yoshinori Mizutani


A much-loved local chain, Katsukichi specializes in thick and hearty tonkatsu, a breaded and deep-fried pork cutlet. But in the winter months, diners come here for a seasonal specialty: kaki-furai, or deep-fried oysters. Delivered fresh from Tokyo's Toyosu market every morning, the juicy bivalves -- each about the size of a palm -- are a meal in themselves, battered with panko, fried to order and served simply, with a cabbage salad, as well as tonkatsu sauce, mustard and homemade tartar sauce. While kaki-furai is by no means an uncommon dish, Katsukichi's version is exceptional, notable for its extra-crisp exterior and a soft, creamy middle that makes clear why the Japanese refer to oyster liquor as "the milk of the sea." Don't waste time taking photos: This is a dish best eaten hot. -- Hiroko Yoda

Multiple locations

Sakamoto: The other thing I love about this place [besides the fried oysters] is the interior. It's filled with dark wood and mingei (Japanese folk art). A lot of restaurants will use basic dishes that can be thrown into the dishwasher, but Katsukichi uses these traditional ceramics, which are meant to make your everyday experience more beautiful. [My other favorite thing here] is that when you're offered rice, they say, "Would you like white rice or rice with shiso?" So they'll chop up shiso leaves and stir that into the rice, which is so yummy.

14. The Katsuobushi Flakes at Katsuo Shokudo

 Yoshinori Mizutani


It's hard to make a Japanese meal without katsuobushi flakes. The shavings of smoked, fermented, sun-dried katsuo (bonito or skipjack tuna) are an essential flavor base for soups, stews and dipping sauces. At Katsuo Shokudo, located on a residential backstreet near neon-lit Shibuya, the chef and owner Mai Nagamatsu has given katsuobushi top billing. From behind the 10-seat restaurant's U-shaped counter, she scrapes the hardened fish blocks over an old-fashioned kanna (a wooden plane fitted with a steel blade), producing fragrant, papery strips that she heaps on top of rice and serves with a meal set, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Fridays to Tuesdays. (It's inspired by a similar meal she had while visiting producers during the decade or so that she spent traveling and learning about her country's centuries-old history of katsuobushi-making and its fading traditions. Nagamatsu opened her restaurant in 2017, in part to promote awareness about this lesser-known aspect of Japan's food culture.) Nagamatsu uses only the highest grade of katsuobushi, called honkarebushi, which takes six months to make. It goes into almost every dish on the menu, from the miso soup to the side dishes of stewed hijiki with lotus root and sauteed udo (spikenard). But the best way to experience the smoky intensity of katsuobushi is on its own: Pick off a few strips and let them disintegrate on your tongue. -- K.H.

GranDuo Shibuya B1F, 7-12 Uguisudani-cho, Shibuya

Sakamoto: This is something you'd never have at home. People don't have the special tool to shave katsuo. Once the fish is smoked and dried, it becomes as hard as a piece of wood -- people call it the hardest food in the world. But many of us have preshaved katsuobushi in our homes, so it's a special treat to have it freshly shaved and just put over the rice. This natural umami that comes from it fills your mouth and you become like a little kid eating it.

15. The Katsuo Tataki at Hyene

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Katsuo (bonito or skipjack tuna) is a cornerstone of Japanese cuisine that holds special significance in the coastal prefecture of Kochi, on the island of Shikoku, where the fish is still abundant and was designated a regional symbol in 1988. The katsuo tataki technique -- which involves searing the fish on the outside while keeping it raw inside -- originated in Kochi, and this preparation is now served all over the country, everywhere from casual izakaya to refined kaiseki restaurants. Typically, the fish is offered alongside sliced raw garlic and onion and dipped in either simple sea salt or ponzu (soy sauce enlivened with citrus), but at Hyene, set in a restored wooden townhouse in Tokyo's wealthy Omotesando neighborhood with eight counter seats and one small private room, the chef Yoko Kimoto's version reflects her Korean-Japanese heritage. Loosely inspired by mulhoe -- a Korean preparation of sashimi and vegetables in a chilled, vinegary broth -- the ruby-red skipjack fillet is seared over dried rice stalks, imparting a subtle smokiness. The final dish resembles a tower, with thick slices of katsuo layered with a julienne of myoga (tender Japanese ginger) and cucumber. A tangy sauce of whole-grain mustard and umeboshi-vinegar mayonnaise -- made with the brine from plum pickles -- is drizzled over the top, while a silky pool of okra puree infused with white wine vinegar lies beneath, for dipping. -- M.J.

5-13-14 Jingumae, Shibuya

Udatsu: The restaurant had only been open for about six months when I first went. I saw it on Instagram, and it sounded interesting -- Korean and French fusion by a female chef. Straw-grilled katsuo is a traditional Japanese dish, but [chef Kimoto] added a French-style okra sauce, which brought out this distinctive flavor of katsuo. It was innovative and, more importantly, really delicious.

16. The Marinated Crab at Bar Odin

 Yoshinori Mizutani


In Ebisu, a restaurant-packed neighborhood south of Shibuya, a weathered wooden door in the basement of a nondescript building leads to Bar Odin, a cavernous, moodily lit space overseen by Takahiko Kikuchi. While the drinking options run the gamut -- the ample spirit collection includes bottles of French cognac from the early 1900s -- regulars know that in fall and winter, the plate to order is Kikuchi's rendition of Shanghai drunken crab, the Chinese delicacy in which live crustaceans are submerged in a booze-heavy marinade. Here, he soaks the crabs for up to a week in a bath made up of limited-edition sake, 10-year-old mirin, a soy sauce from Wakayama (where the soybeans are roasted over firewood) and cognac, along with a handful of aromatics like ginger, star anise, dried tangerine peel, sansho (a Japanese pepper) and a single dried chile to add a touch of heat. Before plating, he snips the legs and claws to fan around the carapace, then opens the shell to reveal the bright orange tomalley (an unctuous, fatty organ). The tomalley comes away easily with a spoon, but the delicate meat demands both dexterity with scissors and patience to extract. It's an unavoidably messy process, requiring a finger bowl and multiple towelettes. (As at many Tokyo bars, there are rules: Each patron must order at least one drink and one dish or two drinks.) -- M.J.

K-1 Building B1F, 1-8-18 Ebisu, Shibuya

Udatsu: It's rare to find such serious food coming out of a bar. Kikuchi-san is really meticulous with his seasonings, and he also sources unique ingredients, including bear meat. But the Shanghai crab is my favorite dish there -- it goes very well with Champagne.

17. The Mixed Seafood Okonomiyaki at Momijiya

 Yoshinori Mizutani


A savory pancake filled with cabbage and other assorted produce, the okonomiyaki (okonomi means "as you like it" and yaki is "grilled") emerged as a hearty staple during post-World War II rice shortages. Two distinct styles developed in two different cities came to define the dish: In Osaka, ingredients are mixed directly into the batter, and in Hiroshima, they make it as a layered concoction stuffed with noodles and whatever else is on hand. Momijiya, which opened in Tokyo in 2012, specializes in the Hiroshima style. There are now two other locations, but the original -- in the central Iidabashi neighborhood, near Tokyo Daijingu, the Shinto shrine where couples go for blessings -- is the most popular, especially at dinnertime. A casual 25-seat spot decorated with paintings of maple leaves (or momiji, in tribute to the restaurant's name), it's anchored by a large flat-top iron grill manned by one or two chefs. Along the perimeter are 10 stools from which patrons can watch their okonomiyaki of choice get made. Arguably the most decadent choice is mixed seafood (kaisen-mikkusu), the base of which is a freshly made crepe sprinkled with dried fish and kelp powders. Next comes a mound of shredded cabbage, bean sprouts, green onions and pork belly slices. Using two spatulas, the chef flips the pile and then presses it down with a metal weight, before sliding the stack onto a tangle of udon or yakisoba noodles. Then they crack an egg into a perfect circle elsewhere on the griddle and add a sizzling mix of oysters, shrimp, scallops, whelks and squid. The two halves are joined with the egg layer on top, then brushed with Worcestershire-like Otafuku sauce and dusted with dried seaweed flakes. Served hot, the okonomiyaki is eaten with a mini spatula and chopsticks and, for those craving even more decadence, a squirt of mayonnaise. -- M.J.

4-2-6 Avance Iidabashi Bldg. 2F, Iidabashi, Chiyoda

Sakai: Okonomiyaki is one of my favorite street foods, and I prefer the Hiroshima style -- it's lighter. This place is like a diner where you can watch the chef make like 20 okonomiyaki at a time. The performance is incredible.

18. The Onigiri With Grilled Salmon and Roe at Bongo

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Soft-cornered triangles of white rice shaped around fillings and wrapped in sheets of nori, onigiri are available everywhere in Tokyo, from convenience stores and train stations to fine dining restaurants -- they're the Japanese equivalent of sandwiches. But the onigiri at Bongo have earned enough of a reputation that locals stand in line for hours for them. The 10-seat, 65-year-old restaurant resembles an American diner, with stools, a Formica counter and menu-covered walls. Fifty-six ingredients are displayed behind glass, like fish at a sushi bar, and the chefs make each onigiri to order, turning out up to 2,000 rice balls a day, with flavors such as tuna mayonnaise and littleneck clam. Sujiko-sake, Bongo's signature variety, is stuffed with salmon roe and grilled salmon, offering a briny, savory contrast to the warm white rice. -- H.Y.

2-27-5 Kita-Otsuka, Toshima

Sakamoto: The woman behind Bongo, Yumiko Ukon, started this hype with onigiri. She's kind of a celebrity in Tokyo because of these large, handmade onigiri -- almost twice the normal size. The main shop in Otsuka is still super-popular, but some of her employees have opened their own restaurants with her blessing. There's also a sister onigiri restaurant at Haneda airport called Konga. Every time I'm at Haneda, I make a point of getting the Bolognese onigiri there.

19. The Sardines With Rice Soup at Shinjuku Kappo Nakajima

 Yoshinori Mizutani


A few minutes' walk from Shinjuku train station, the city's busiest, Shinjuku Kappo Nakajima is best known for its elegant kaiseki-style dinner menu, but the 30-seat basement-level restaurant, with wood-slat paneling and a modern stone mosaic affixed to the wall of an old kiln behind the bar, also serves an affordable lunch centered on sardines. In the standout dish, the small fish are simmered and served over ochazuke, a hot, porridgelike soup made from bonito-based dashi broth and rice. Sardines aren't typically served in upscale restaurants, and ochazuke is generally offered at the end of a meal as an economical way to use up leftover rice, but here they become something special in the hands of the chef-owner Sadaharu Nakajima, whose father founded the restaurant in 1962. To infuse the fish with an herbal, almost cinnamony flavor -- and soften their edible bones -- he wraps them in red shiso leaves with pickled plums, letting them sit for 10 hours before cooking. As a final flourish, he sprinkles the sardines with tiny roasted rice crackers, which add crunch, as well as chopped mizuna leaves for a peppery note. -- V.M.

3-32-5, Hihara Building B1, Shinjuku

Sakai: The chef [Sadaharu Nakajima] is really famous because he was on a Japanese TV show. He lets his apprentice serve lunch, so it's much cheaper than dinner. It's a three-minute walk from Isetan department store, which has the best food hall. A lot of people will do their shopping, then go to Shinjuku Kappo for lunch. I love the ochazuke. When you break up the cooked sardines and add them to the soup, you get to smell the smokiness. It isn't fishy at all, just really good.

20. The Sea Bream Capellini at Sel Sal Sale

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Each element of the 11-course dinner menu at Sel Sal Sale, in Ebisu, combines Japanese and European flavors. German-style sourdough bread is flecked with tiny slices of Japanese burdock root and topped with both prosciutto and piquant mirin lees, while the gnocchi is flavored with sesame seeds from Kikaijima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture. But it's the sushi-pasta mash-up, served as a first course, that's perhaps most memorable: thinly sliced raw madai (Japanese sea bream) -- a local species considered a delicacy and often reserved for celebrations -- arrives atop a single mouthful of angel hair twisted around a fork. Because the components are minimal, the focus is on the delicate, olive-oil drizzled fish, expertly seasoned by the chef Masahiro Hamaguchi, who travels throughout Japan to source special varieties of salt for his aptly named restaurant. The sea bream capellini gets a sprinkle of za you zen, a salt from Yamaguchi Prefecture that has delicate flakes that vary in flavor with the seasons. -- H.Y.

Hagiwara Building 1F, 1-16-7 Ebisu-Nishi, Shibuya

Motohashi: Sea bream and capellini is something that you're likely to see on the menu at a lot of Italian restaurants in Tokyo, but Hamaguchi-san's is next-level. I have no idea how he does it. It's a secret. I've worked with him at events, so I know how much of a pro he is at turning even the most ordinary ingredients into something that tastes incredible.

21. The Seafood Soup Curry With Mixed-Grain Rice at Kaju Tokyo

 Yoshinori Mizutani


Japanese curry is usually synonymous with kare raisu, a thick stew of meat and vegetables served over rice. But at Kaju Tokyo -- a 23-seat restaurant in the wealthy residential neighborhood of Ichigaya, with black-and-white tiled floors, leather banquettes and a clean-lined wood bar -- people come for the seafood soup curry, a rich, spicy, tomato-based broth packed with shrimp, clams, squid and scallops. Unlike so many other beloved local dishes, Japanese soup curry is a fairly modern addition to the food scene -- it's said to have been created in the city of Sapporo, on the northern island of Hokkaido, sometime around 1970, and inspired by Chinese- and Korean-style medicinal soups. At Kaju Tokyo, which opened last May, the recipe calls for 19 different spices, including coriander, cinnamon, chiles and turmeric, each intended to provide a specific health benefit. The menu features hand-drawn instructions on the various ways to eat the curry -- by adding the rice to the bowl, by pouring the curry over the rice or by slowly ladling the curry onto the rice. Whatever method you choose, it's a messy undertaking, so much so that each diner is provided an apron. -- V.M.

Grace Wahei 1F, 3-5-5 Kudan-minami, Chiyoda

Sakai: They say that the average Japanese person eats like one and a half dishes of curry every week. It's the national food of Japan, even though it didn't come from Japan. But we created a Japanese-style curry. For decades, what we considered curry was made with an industrial roux that has all these additives and you never know what spices you're really eating. Kaju Tokyo makes yakuzen curry, which emphasizes fresh seasonal and natural ingredients and is influenced by the use of spices and herbs based on Indian and Chinese medicinal principles. It's really good and served in a sizzling hot pot.

22. The Sushi at Osushi Isobe

Sushi at Osushi Isobe (clockwise from top left): aji (horse mackerel), kinmedai (golden-eye snapper), sumiika (golden cuttlefish), akagai (ark shell) and kasugo (young sea bream). Yoshinori Mizutani


Sushi in Tokyo tends to be a choice between extremes: inexpensive takeout chains and kaitenzushi (conveyor-belt) restaurants or costly omakase tasting menus. Osushi Isobe sits somewhere in between. The chef Yuji Ueno and his wife, Fumi Watanabe, opened their 16-seat restaurant in 2016, on the ground floor of an apartment building near Yoyogi Park, and it's since become a much-loved neighborhood spot for excellent, affordable sushi. Several times a week, Ueno heads to Tokyo's Toyosu Fish Market in the early morning to source the day's catch, but he also relies on overnight shipments of barracuda, parrotfish and black-throat sea perch (nodoguro) from suppliers in Nagasaki. Having worked at sushi and washoku kitchens around the capital for more than two decades, Ueno realized that there were few high-quality sushi restaurants where locals could drop in alone or with young children for a casual meal. He makes his nigiri small to keep prices low and lets customers order any combination from about 30 types of fish, ranging from the more familiar aji (horse mackerel), akagai (ark shell) and kinmedai (golden-eye snapper) to rarities such as higesoridai (short-barbeled velvetchin). Ueno's insistence on freshness extends to his izakaya-style specials of monkfish liver, female snow crabs and sea urchin- and mushroom-packed chawanmushi (steamed egg custard) that come and go with the seasons. -- K.H.

2-11-101 Motoyoyogi-cho, Shibuya

Sakai: The problem with Tokyo right now is that it's inundated with tourists because of the exchange rate. You get them in busloads. It's changing the whole feel of the city. But you can still find these authentic places with a neighborhood feel. Isobe is just this mom-and-pop place that a friend introduced to me. You sit at the sushi bar and you have a conversation with the chef. What's in season today? What's looking really lively? We tried a lot of seasonal fish like sayori, silverfish and some squid. I was very happy. My friend and I fought over the last squid.

23. The Tarako Pasta at Kabe no Ana

 Yoshinori Mizutani


A simple concoction of spaghetti, salted cod roe and butter garnished with toasted nori, tarako pasta is a 20th-century invention that became wildly popular in both restaurants and home kitchens during the itameshi (a portmanteau of the Japanese words for "Italian" and "food") craze of the 1980s and '90s. The original version is said to have been invented at the Shibuya restaurant of the small Japanese chain Kabe no Ana (translation: "Hole in the Wall") by its founder, Takayasu Narimatsu, after a customer requested caviar on their spaghetti. (Pasta had been introduced to Japan in the late 19th century and really took off during the postwar American occupation.) Today, the restaurant -- which has a retro charm, with orange banquettes and faux-brick accents -- uses tarako (cod roe) along with cultured butter from Hokkaido and nori harvested from the Ariake Sea. At old-school coffee shops and family restaurants in Japan, where the dish has become a staple, the pasta typically comes topped with preshredded nori, but Kabe no Ana maintains its distinctive presentation, serving it in a wooden bowl with whole sheets of nori on the side, allowing diners to tear the seaweed themselves and dip it into the creamy sauce, thickened with roe. A squeeze of lemon brings welcome acidity. -- M.J.

Kasumi Building 1F, 2-25-17 Dogenzaka, Shibuya

Nakayama: I first ate tarako pasta at Kabe no Ana when I was a student in Tokyo. It was like a feeling of home, this wonderful combination of Japan and America all at the same time. I wanted to eat it all the time.

24. The Tempura Rice Bowl at Tempura Motoyoshi

Motoyoshi Yoshinori Mizutani


The chef Kazuhito Motoyoshi is something of a tempura scientist. About eight years ago, he realized that chilling the flour for his batter to -60 degrees Celsius (-76 degrees Fahrenheit) with liquid nitrogen resulted in an extra-crispy, almost feathery crust. Through further experiments, he came up with his signature frying blend of canola, corn and traditionally pressed Japanese sesame oils, which, he says, delivers a delicate texture with minimal grease. At his 19-year-old, eight-seat Tempura Motoyoshi, in the popular dining-and-drinking neighborhood of Ebisu, he serves a tempura-only omakase menu. For many, the highlight of the meal arrives just before dessert -- the kakiage tendon (tempura rice bowl), in which a crunchy cluster of hotate kaibashira scallops from Hokkaido mixed with small shrimp from Kumamoto is set atop suzu-hikari rice, a variety from Nagano whose medium-firm texture Motoyoshi considers the ideal foil for tempura. The bowl is drizzled with a sweet, soy-based sauce and served with a wedge of yuzu. -- J.K.

3F, Granbell Ebisu IV, 2-8-11 Ebisunishi, Shibuya

Nakazawa: Shrimp is at its most delicious when it's prepared as tempura -- more so than as sushi. I [nominated] kakiage tendon because it's a cohesion of multiple skills.

Udatsu: Temperature is another factor to consider. It's especially fascinating when the temperature of the tempura rises when one bites into a shrimp tempura.

Nakazawa: Motoyoshi provides tempura at room temperature in contrast with the trend today [of serving] freshly fried tempura. It's important to consider that not all tempura tastes great when hot. For instance, sweet potato tempura tastes better at room temperature because its sweetness increases after time. Motoyoshi provides tempura for its kakiage don at different temperatures -- all optimal. Only Japanese professionals would focus on small details like this.

25. The Tuna and Sea Urchin at Sumibi Kappo Shirosaka

 Yoshinori Mizutani


The owner-chef Hideki Ii's 11-year-old Sumibi Kappo Shirosaka restaurant in the upscale Akasaka district is an homage to the ryotei (private-dining establishments styled like homes) that once thrived in the neighborhood. To reach the dining room, you walk through a lantern-lined garden and step through a white noren curtain to enter what looks like a small house, outfitted with a 10-seat counter opposite the kitchen and an adjacent private dining room that seats up to six. Ii's signature dish -- served as part of the omakase menu -- is a base of creamy uni (sea urchin) and finely chopped tuna topped with a small puff of fried semolina and rice flour, similar to the Indian snack pani puri. Crisp and hollow, the puff is filled with a gelee made from kombu (seaweed) and bonito (tuna) dashi and topped with a scoop of Osetra caviar and a single raw quail egg yolk. Ii encourages diners to use a spoon to crush the components and mix them together, ensuring that each bite delivers all the varied textures -- J.K.

6-3-9 Akasaka, Minato

Motohashi: Ii-san only offers an omakase course. You sit at the counter and eat the food that he's decided to make that day from the ingredients that he's sourced from all over the country. He prepares the meal right in front of you and explains in detail what everything is. It's really relaxing. The water from the bamboo fountain in the garden [just outside the dining room] makes a hollow sound when it hits a stone, which you can hear while you're eating. His raw tuna and sea urchin dish -- all [the flavors] in one plate -- brings me happiness. His handmade soba with grated karasumi (dried salted mullet roe) is also so good, and the Japanese ceramics and lacquerware that he serves his food on are beautiful. Ii-san and my husband go way back. After we finish service for the night, we like to meet up with him for drinks in Roppongi.

Photo production: BEIGE
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You Talk to Your Pets. They Help Your Pets Answer.

Posting readings from animal communicators who relay messages from animals, both living and dead, is a growing trend on social media.

Daniela Amato, who describes herself as a pet intuitive, tries to be a conduit for communication to animals like her dog, Daisy. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Jessica Roy



May 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Siena Filippi really wanted to know what her cat was saying. Ms. Filippi, a 26-year-old content creator and vintage store owner, had recently come across a slew of videos on TikTok showing pet owners talking to animal communicators. The thousands of videos -- which usually consist of owners showing their reactions to the readings -- had started appearing consistently on her For You Page. She wondered, Why not get a reading for her childhood cat?

"I have dabbled in an Etsy psychic, so I've had experience that way," Ms. Filippi, who lives in Brooklyn, said in a recent phone interview. "And I was like, 'Oh, I didn't know they could even do it for animals.' So then I went and I found one myself."

A friend of hers recommended Daniela Amato, a New Jersey-based "animal intuitive" with her own robust social media presence. As part of her business, Heart Communications, Ms. Amato speaks to animals, dead and living, and performs reiki on pets. She's not a psychic, per se, as her messages aren't predictive; instead, according to her Instagram, "My goal is simply to relay messages and be the conduit for you and your animal companion."

Before their phone reading, Ms. Filippi sent Ms. Amato a photo of her cat and said he was named Bitty. What Ms. Amato told her surprised her. "The first message that came through is that she wanted me to know from my cat that he knows that he's so handsome," Ms. Filippi said.


In a video of the phone call that Ms. Filippi posted on TikTok -- which has been viewed more than 450,000 times -- Ms. Amato confirms she has a pressing message from Bitty. "So he thinks he's very handsome," she said. "Beautiful, actually, and he says he is a gentleman as well." She also mentions his "sweet breath" -- a side effect of medication he takes, Ms. Filippi said -- and says he prefers spending time at Ms. Filippi's family beach house. And though his name is Bitty, he actually calls himself Leo.

"I really felt like the phrases she was saying and the information she was giving me reflected, kind of, the personality of my cat," Ms. Filippi said.

Ms. Amato takes her communication with animals very seriously.

"I always heard animals as a child, but it was dismissed as being imaginative or creative," Ms. Amato said in a phone interview. "As I got older, I had moments where I felt I was understood by the animals. When I had my dog, Little Bear, I felt he trained me to hear him as well as be heard by him."

Since Ms. Filippi's video was posted to TikTok, Ms. Amato has seen a sharp increase in interest in her own social media accounts, which she called "great tools" for finding clients, with her services now booked several months out.

"It felt heartwarming to know that I impacted her business positively," Ms. Filippi said.

Interest in Ms. Amato's business spiked after Siena Filippi posted a video of a reading. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


Ms. Amato is one of a host of animal communicators on TikTok who have seen their businesses boom since creators began posting videos of their conversations. Shirley Hyatt, a longtime animal communicator living in Southern California, has amassed more than 220,000 followers on TikTok since her daughter Holly started the account for her.

"My daughter was sick one time and she decided she was going to make me a TikTok page," Ms. Hyatt said. "The only thing I ever heard about TikTok was it was something kids got on. I knew nothing. And I'm not a computer person. But the very next day, my website went down, and I had three or four hundred emails about it."

Now, Ms. Hyatt said, the majority of her new business comes from TikTok, where she frequently posts videos of live readings. She's gotten so popular that she has impersonators.

Though animal communication has its skeptics, believing in the work is almost irrelevant to the trend. Some people hire professional communicators in an attempt to get real answers out of animals -- especially those who have died -- but many of the creators on TikTok are doing it for the sheer entertainment value. Either way, it's been an unexpected hit online.

"I don't think someone can believe it unless they experience it themselves," Ms. Filippi said.

For her part, she's already planning to get another reading from Ms. Amato for her other cat, Pierre, whom she shares with an ex. Perhaps he has insights on the breakup? "That would be funny, even his perception of it all," she said. "I might have to do that."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/06/style/pet-animal-communicators-psychic-tiktok.html
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Talking Black Excellence Over Cocktails Inside the Met Gala

While a starry group of co-chairs greeted guests, Spike Lee, Venus Williams, Zoe Saldana and Rihanna discussed the significance of dandyism and the importance of the event.

Lupita Nyong'o celebrated the Black dandy at the 2025 Met Gala with a powder blue suit by Chanel.



By Sandra E. Garcia
Photographs by Landon Nordeman



May 06, 2025 at 06:38 AM

The Met Gala's themes can sometimes be vague, but this year, the Costume Institute benefit at the Metropolitan Museum of Art got far more specific. The night was a celebration of "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style," a new exhibition focusing on the Black dandy and its influence on fashion.

The show was guest curated by Monica L. Miller, chair of the Africana studies department at Barnard College, whose 2009 book inspired the collection. At a cocktail party to toast the opening, the stars sported their best take on the Black dandy or, in Kim Kardashian's case, a quaintrelle.

"I'm not sure how to pronounce it," Ms. Kardashian said of the term, meaning a woman who uses personal style to emphasize a life of passion, as she walked into the Great Hall of the Met. "I had a vision of a modern-day dandy like Lenny Kravitz, and so that's who I was inspired by with Chrome Hearts."

ASAP Rocky


 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

Lauryn Hill; the pop stars Lisa and Sabrina Carpenter; Al Sharpton and Aisha McShaw; Chappell Roan.

Musicians kept the crowd entertained.


This year's exhibition was sponsored by Instagram, Louis Vuitton and Tyler Perry, among others. The honorary chair of the event was the basketball star LeBron James, who said he was unable to attend because of a knee injury. His wife, Savannah, came in his stead.

"I am supporting my husband here on behalf of him," Ms. James said. "But if there is any Met Ball that I would love to be a part of, it is this one. This is more than I could have imagined."

As guests walked into the museum they were greeted by more than 7,000 faux narcissus flowers suspended in the air. And as they walked up the stairs, they were received by a decorated group of co-chairs that included the Oscar nominee Colman Domingo, the rapper ASAP Rocky, the Formula 1 racecar driver Lewis Hamilton and Pharrell Williams, Louis Vuitton men's creative director. That group, save for ASAP Rocky, stood at the top of the stairs alongside Anna Wintour, the editor of Vogue and the global editorial director of Conde Nast, who has been orchestrating the Met Gala since 1999.

For some of the guests, this year's gala was particularly special.

"This one is just steeped in meaning," said the tennis great Venus Williams. "You can see by what everyone wore, how much thought they put into it, also how much it meant to them and how much they wanted to get it right."

Kerry Washington, Demi Moore and Zoe Saldana.


 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times
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Diya Jatia, Whoopi Goldberg, Tyler Mitchell, Alton Mason.

Adut Akech, Sora Choi and Giovanna Battaglia Engelbert.


She added: "No matter what is happening in your life, no matter what barriers you're facing, no matter what freedoms you have or don't have, you can still express yourself, through what you wear, and still be powerful."

The history of the Black dandy goes back to when some enslaved people were forced to dress in an elevated style. Black people later embraced that style to reflect their social mobility and their aspirational freedom. The style is about self-expression in incredible detail, which was reflected in many of the stars at this year's gala.

"I am woman dandyism," the rapper Megan Thee Stallion said during cocktails while wearing a sparkly Michael Kors number. "I'm giving Josephine Baker, a little Eartha Kitt."

Doechii


 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times
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Jeremy O. Harris and Andrew Scott; Jessica Kayll; Sadie Sink and Maya Hawke; Tracee Ellis Ross.

Andre 3000


Fresh off an Oscar win, Zoe Saldana was dressed in a Thom Browne gown as she sat next to her fellow actress Kerry Washington in the American Wing of the museum. Everyone who walked into the area stopped to greet them, including the actresses Demi Moore and Ayo Edebiri.

Dandyism and Black excellence are not things to be celebrated only on occasion, Ms. Saldana said. "We celebrate every day when we wake up and while we're sleeping."

Dandyism can also reflect refined and elegant personal style, which was embraced by luminaries of the Harlem Renaissance like Claude McKay and Langston Hughes. That style of dress empowered Black people and allowed them to assert their dignity.

"We have always been here," said the Grammy-winning rapper Doechii, who was wearing custom Louis Vuitton men's wear. "I've always been here. What I represent for fashion and dandyism right now has always been here. It means everything to me. It means history and representing the dandies that came before me."

Clara Wu Tsai, Breanna Stewart and Sabrina Ionescu


The stylist Law Roach had predicted days before that it would be the Blackest gala in the history of the event, which was by design. Joining the co-chairs was a host committee of 25 Black celebrities that included Ms. Edebiri, Jeremy O. Harris, Janelle Monae, Andre 3000, Regina King and Spike Lee

"It's looking pretty much like what I said," Mr. Roach said as he walked in to the gala decked out in Burberry.

"I think it's important for us to be celebrated for the contributions that we've made," he added. "Decade after decade, century after century, that not only affects culture, but pop culture and fashion and everything else."

Colman Domingo and Raul Domingo


 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times
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Catherine Martin and Baz Luhrmann; Mona Patel; Rihanna; attendees with dog purses.

Bad Bunny


As Miley Cyrus, Sabrina Carpenter and Jeremy O. Harris chatted near the back of the American Wing, Edward Enninful shouted into his cellphone behind the bar. Gigi Hadid laughed with Derek Blasberg not too far away. At another bar in the wing, Future chatted up FKA twigs while Mr. Williams and Ms. Wintour continued to hold court nearby. As Jeff Goldblum made his way inside the wing, castmates from HBO's "Euphoria" -- including Zendaya, Hunter Schafer and Sydney Sweeney -- hugged and hung around.

Simone Biles and Serena Williams


 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times
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Kendall Jenner and Hailey Bieber; Hunter Abrams and Chase Elliott from Vogue; Kim Kardashian; Jaden Smith.

Spike Lee


The Costume Institute and Vogue had been working on this year's theme for several years before it all finally came to life. The starry celebration of the Black dandy was held a month after President Trump signed an executive order titled "Restoring Truth and Sanity to American History."

In the order, Mr. Trump took aim at the Smithsonian Institution for coming "under the influence of a divisive, race-centered ideology." Among guests at the 2025 Met Gala, however, the idea of celebrating the Black dandy didn't seem particularly divisive.

"This is, like, the total opposite of what's happening in the country today," the director Spike Lee said, wearing Fear of God and checking the score of the Knicks game.

"You see all these artists, business people, successful Black folks, it is vibrant," Mr. Lee added. "Everybody's getting love, everybody's giving love."

Sydney Sweeney


 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times
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 Landon Nordeman for The New York Times

Aimee Lou Wood and Gabby Thomas; Edvin Thompson; Rege-Jean Page; Norm Nixon and Debbie Allen.

Ugbad Abdi


The theme coming to fruition at this specific time was not lost on the producer and songwriter Babyface, who nursed a drink while wearing a black and white Laquan Smith ensemble.

"There has always been flavor," he said. "So being able to embrace that tonight and the timing tonight with what's going on in our country right now, it couldn't be better. I feel very honored that they saw to it."

Well after the cocktails were over, as a choir set up in the Great Hall to serenade guests as they departed for dinner in the Temple of Dendur, Rihanna finally made her way up the steps. As is often the case, she was the last guest to arrive.

"Dandyism is excitement, reinterpretation," she said as she rushed into the event, somehow donning a corset over a freshly revealed baby bump. "It is all the things I love about Black people, how we just take things in and make it our own and make it something that is covetable."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/06/style/met-gala-cocktail-party.html
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Out & About


Simone Biles, Jenna Ortega and Lisa Hit Met Gala After-Parties

Pop stars, club kids and the mayor of New York City kept the festivities going into the early morning hours.

From left, Mohogany, Burna Boy and Shaboozey at Boom, the club at the top of the Standard Hotel in the West Village. 



By Sadiba Hasan, Rachel Sherman and Sarah Bahr



May 06, 2025 at 03:43 PM

This year, the Metropolitan Museum of Art's signature gala welcomed a host of top hats, pinstripes and impeccable suiting (and a fashionably late, pregnant Rihanna) in celebration of the Costume Institute's new exhibition about the history of Black dandy fashion.

But it's the after-parties where politicians, athletes, celebrities and influencers, many of whom did not appear on the blue carpet, let loose.

On Monday night, as it continued to rain, celebrities dispersed across the city to toast martinis and mull over the moment. Here's a sampling of who was out and what they wore.



Casa Cipriani

A Mayoral Rendezvous at the Seaport

Tyla Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Mayor Eric Adams arrived at Casa Cipriani, a private club in Lower Manhattan, for the nightlife impresario Richie Akiva's annual Met Gala after-party, just before 1 a.m.

Mr. Adams, whose approval rating recently hit a record low, stood in a private section in front of a pole where a woman danced with several $20 bills tucked into the straps of her bikini.

As two more dancers appeared, Mr. Adams posed for photos and chatted with Jonathan Cheban, the reality television personality, while "Candy Shop" by 50 Cent played over the speakers.

In the back, Sam Smith, the British singer-songwriter, danced under the room's pink LED lighting. The actor Leonardo DiCaprio slid in soon after. With his eyes concealed by a black baseball cap, he greeted Edward Enninful, the former editor in chief of British Vogue and a host of the party alongside Tyla, Doja Cat and Colman Domingo. The N.F.L. great Tom Brady chatted with guests and paid his respects to Mr. Enninful as well.

"There are so many icons in the building, but there's one that I got to give a shout out to: Stevie Wonder," Mr. Akiva bellowed into the mic from the stage as he welcomed people to the party. "Legend."

Mayor Eric Adams talks to other attendees at the Casa Cipriani party. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


As the celebrations continued, the actor Evan Mock took a break on an outside balcony overlooking the venue's entrance, where a line of people waited in the rain, hopeful they could squeeze inside.

The party was packed, probably because, as Mr. Mock put it, "It's not the official Met Gala after-party, but it's the official one for the vibes, you know?"

Mr. Mock, who had been to the Met Gala before, was monitoring the looks of the night while getting his nails done, which were painted with letters that spelled "not invited."

"I think Rocky looked fly, but Rocky always looks fly," Mr. Mock said. "Lewis Hamilton -- that's actually my favorite fit I've seen. I think he crushed it. Andre 3000's obviously a standout," he added, referring to the piano on the musician's back.

Evan Mock Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Inside, several couples gathered by a bar, including the musicians Young Thug and Mariah the Scientist, and the former quarterback Colin Kaepernick and his longtime partner, Nessa Diab.

"Mom and Dad are out for the night," Ms. Diab said. The pair had collaborated with Mr. Enninful for their Met Gala debut in Moncler.

While Serena Williams and Simone Biles chatted, Ms. Biles's husband, Jonathan Owens, was beside her, reflecting on his Met Gala debut.

"It was so amazing," he said. "It was perfect."

As night turned to morning, the singer Tyla, who was slated to perform, wove through the party and was escorted to Doja Cat's table. They hugged and started dancing. -- Sadiba Hasan

Serena Williams, left, and Richie Akiva. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Jaden Smith Amir Hamja for The New York Times

Lizzo, right. Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Tom Brady hugged Edward Enninful. Amir Hamja for The New York Times

Colin Kaepernick Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Simone Biles Amir Hamja for The New York Times

Sam Smith Amir Hamja for The New York Times


Leonardo DiCaprio Amir Hamja for The New York Times




The Mark Hotel

Tequila and Roses on the Upper East Side

Cynthia Erivo Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Oversize red roses were the theme at the Mark Hotel post-Met Gala: affixed to cowboy hats, flopping over lapels and flattened into appliques.

A slow stream of A-listers floated between the stark white lights of the hotel lobby and the red-hued den of the party.

The performance artist and grown-up club kid Amanda Lepore arrived in an early wave of guests wearing a dress she made herself, sheer, sequined and corseted.

"Seems like 'Casablanca' or something," she said of the vibe, over pulsing Latin pop.

As the stars trickled in, many bee-lined straight for the mirrored elevators (but not before blowing kisses for the cameras) to head up to their hotel rooms, including the K-pop star Lisa, and the actresses Jenna Ortega and Cynthia Erivo, who said she was feeling "magical."

Michael Kors, left, and Willy Chavarria. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Amanda Lepore, left, and Raul Lopez. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Those who were ready to keep the party going inside were treated to tastings of Don Julio tequila, served neat alongside slices of Cara Cara orange and grapefruit dipped in gold -- real gold -- flakes.

Jeremy Allen White slipped in from the tucked-away hotel staircase wearing Louis Vuitton (and smelling of mint gum and cigarettes) to many a back clap from admirers.

"I feel great," he said. "I feel confident."

As the fashion designer and party host Willy Chavarria made the rounds, the music shifted to a heavy bass remix of "Rhythm of the Night."

The best part about the gala? "All of the brown and Black people," he said.

Wearing Ferragamo, the actor LaKeith Stanfield made a dramatic entrance as the long, fringe-trimmed train of his white jacket trailed behind him. He managed to tuck it into the elevator just before the doors closed.

The designer Michael Kors arrived not long after in his signature aviator sunglasses, which remained on throughout the evening.

As the night wore on, partygoers chased after French fries and doughnuts, and happily chowed down on Jean-Georges hot dogs from a cart in the lobby, which had become the nucleus for socializing and stargazing.

Suddenly, a flurry of blond appeared. The singer Sabrina Carpenter was at the foot of the elevators. Was she coming? Was she going? Where did she come from! Holding a cigar to her lips, she strutted forward out of the hotel and into the night. -- Rachel Sherman

Tyla Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Jeremy Allen White Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Law Roach Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Monica Barbaro Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Rose Nina Westervelt for The New York Times

Lisa Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Jenna Ortega Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


LaKeith Stanfield and Kasmere Trice Stanfield Nina Westervelt for The New York Times




Boom at the Top of the Standard

A 'Paaaarty' in the Village With Burna Boy

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, left, and Lupita Nyong'o. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


In the early morning hours, a crowd that included the singer Adam Lambert, the actor Darren Criss and the singer Natasha Bedingfield began to trickle into Boom, the club at the top of the Standard hotel in the West Village.

About 150 people, many of them wearing hats -- berets, wide-brimmed fedoras, top hats, crystal-studded bucket hats -- sipped cocktails while the South African D.J. Black Coffee and the Nigerian singer-songwriter Burna Boy, the party's host, performed in front of floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the Hudson River. The streets below were slick with rain and the views more foggy than picturesque, but inside, the room was buzzing.

Mr. Criss, the "Glee" star who was recently nominated for a Tony Award for his performance in the new Broadway musical "Maybe Happy Ending," sat on a couch in a corner in a wide-brimmed hat and ascot, accepting congratulations from well-wishers.

Darren Criss Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

Busta Rhymes Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Mr. Lambert, the former "American Idol" runner-up who recently wrapped a six-month run as the emcee in the Broadway musical "Cabaret," held court in another corner, wearing a long, glittering, gray-and-red-checked overcoat, with a dozen earrings snaking in and out of his right ear. He was swaying side-to-side in time to the music, drink in hand.

"I love you," he told various acquaintances who came up to greet him, at least four times in 10 minutes.

Across the room, Black Coffee, wearing a white T-shirt and square black glasses, spun a set as a crowd in sequined gowns, capes and voluminous floral skirts held their phones up and danced.

"We gonna paaaarty," Burna Boy called out as he shared a stage with Black Coffee. Around 2 a.m., they performed an upbeat rendition of "Stand by Me."

Shortly afterward, Mr. Lambert left the booth area, drink in hand, and posed for selfies.

"What a night," he said as the flash went off. -- Sarah Bahr

Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Yvonne Orji Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

Coco Rocha Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Halle Bailey Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Jordan Casteel Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times

Chance the Rapper Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times


Dancers on the bar at Boom. Rebecca Smeyne for The New York Times
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Met Gala Raises the Bar With a Record Haul of $31 Million

The Met's annual fashion party has become a fund-raising juggernaut, but the lavish event comes with a price tag of its own. How much bang does it get for its buck?

Preparations outside the Metropolitan Museum on Art, which on Monday evening will host the 2025 Met Gala, an outlier in the world of high-end philanthropy. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Jesse McKinley



May 05, 2025 at 02:17 PM

The Met Gala has outdone itself, even before it's begun.

The annual gala at the Metropolitan Museum of Art -- the flashy fashion extravaganza that highlights the city's social scene every May -- raised a record $31 million this year, museum officials announced on Monday, the biggest gross in the event's 77-year history.

The money haul -- and the avid interest the gala inspires -- further cements its place as the pre-eminent benefit among the city's cultural institutions, and one the world's most sought-after tickets. The Met's take dwarfs events like a September gala for the New York Philharmonic (which brought in nearly $4 million) and the 2024 event for the Whitney Museum of American Art, which raised some $5.2 million.

The $31 million figure does not reflect the seven-figure cost of staging the gala, which will kick off on Monday evening with the procession of pop stars, fashion icons and sporting-world superstars striding the red carpet, enduring countless flashbulbs, and surrounded by a swarm of publicity and eager onlookers.

Max Hollein, the director and chief executive of the Met, said on Monday that the gala was an opportunity to create "an environment of celebration, of support, and of meaning."

"It's a grand event," he said.  

The gala will act, as always, as the opening of a Costume Institute exhibition: This year's is entitled "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style," examining 300 years of Black fashion and the vibrant history of Black dandyism.

That emphasis is a significant departure from the department's largely monochromatic past: This is the Met's first fashion exhibition devoted entirely to designers of color, and is being seen as part of a larger effort to diversify the collection. It is also a rarity for its focus on men's wear.

As such, it drew an array of Black celebrities to help host the event -- including Colman Domingo, Lewis Hamilton, ASAP Rocky and Pharrell Williams. LeBron James, whose Los Angeles Lakers were bounced from the N.B.A. playoffs last week, is the honorary chair.

The event's proceeds will fill the coffers of the Costume Institute, which is dependent on it for its operating costs; it is the only such department that raises its own budget. But the gala, typically held on the first Monday in May, also carries cultural cachet far beyond a mere benefit, likened to the Super Bowl of fashion or the Oscars of the East Coast.

"It's gone beyond what a fund-raising event usually is," said Rachel Feinberg, a consultant who has worked on galas in New York City, noting its endorsements and celebrity buy-in, as well as its sheer spectacle. "It's not necessarily the cause that everyone's coming for; it's to be a part of the event."

Indeed, the gala's glamour often overshadows its place as a formidable financial machine. With a guest list of just a few hundred notables, it is both a nearly impossible ticket and a very pricey date: Tables for 10 start at $350,000, and individual tickets -- offered by invitation only -- are $75,000, a figure that has tripled over the last decade.

Corporate sponsors, including influence powerhouses like TikTok and Instagram, do kick in large donations, as do some celebrities. But some companies that buy tickets don't always use them for themselves: Those seats are often passed on to A-listers, in hopes that their fame will rub off on the brands providing the ticket.

Nor is it a cheap party to throw. According to its federal nonprofit tax filing, last year's Met Gala -- which brought in more than $26 million -- cost more than $6 million to mount, including more than $1.3 million on entertainment. Ariana Grande and Cynthia Erivo, stars of the film version of "Wicked," performed at that event.

Ariana Grande and Cynthia Erivo at last year's Met Gala. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Such eye-popping numbers often don't include the cost of scores of staff, ranging from catering to choreography, rentals to red carpets. For example, the 2023 gala for the Robin Hood Foundation, an anti-poverty group, counted more than 40 companies as vendors.

The announced take for their benefit -- which Robin Hood has billed as "the world's largest single-night fund-raiser" -- was $61.4 million in 2023. But, like the Met Gala, it was pricey to stage: Robin Hood's 2023 tax filings show some $14.2 million in expenses related to that event.

At the same time, that hefty $61.4 million figure does not actually sync with the foundation's tax filings, which showed only $34.2 million raised at the 2023 gala. Asked about that discrepancy, the foundation said that the announced figure of $61.4 million included donations before the event and those inspired by it.

"The difference in the reported dollars raised is really one of classification," said Kevin Thompson, a Robin Hood spokesman.

For the Met, the amount raised aligns with its tax filings, though those filings only reveal broad categories of spending.

P.R. Bonanza for Vogue

The Costume Institute event started in the autumn of 1948 as a midnight supper before becoming a splashy mainstay of the city's gala season, which crescendos in May, before the lure of summer homes pulls the city's wealthiest residents to the Hamptons, Nantucket and other upscale ports of call.

Its current iteration is dominated by Anna Wintour, the chief content officer of Conde Nast and the editor of Vogue, who has long been its primary creative force, building it into a powerhouse of public relations and profitability.

Ms. Wintour's first gala as a co-chair came in 1995, before she effectively took the helm in 1999, fashioning a cross-pollination of famous names, famous brands and famous sponsors. (The exhibit's lead sponsor this year is Louis Vuitton, which is also prominently featured in the show.) And as the event's popularity has grown, so has the hype surrounding it, with Vogue running a barrage of articles about the event in the weeks prior, about topics including its history, its political attendees and its "dress code rejectors."

Though temporarily waylaid by Covid, the gala's take has rapidly increased in recent years. In 2019, the event grossed about half of what it does now -- some $15 million, per the Met's tax filing.

By last May, the 2024 event was netting more -- but costing more, too, with $6.4 million in expenses. Roughly put, the Met Gala raises $4 for every dollar spent. That ratio is roughly in line with other major city galas, according to tax documents, including the American Museum of Natural History and the Metropolitan Opera.

Anna Wintour at last year's Met Gala. Nina Westervelt for The New York Times


Ms. Wintour's power over -- and the secrecy surrounding -- the event is legendary, said Amy Odell, author of the 2022 biography "Anna," ranging from the guest list to the sponsors to the seating chart.

"She has control over every single aspect of it, right down to the ingredients in the food," Ms. Odell said, adding, "I think that, for her, each year it's like: 'How can I top last year?'"

The gala is also a P.R. bonanza for Vogue itself: The publication runs the exclusive livestream from the red carpet, on the Fifth Avenue steps of the museum. (Instagram, which is also a financial backer of the event this year, is also flooded with photos and video of the attendees, and commentary -- both kind and less so -- about their various looks.)

Angela Goding, an experienced gala organizer, agreed, saying the Met Gala "sits outside of the gala universe as we know it," in terms of extravagance and its "sometimes absurd, and sometimes sublime looks."

But like all galas, the costs of all of those flourishes stack up, Ms. Goding said, noting that "galas are an antiquated model," sometimes burdened by high ticket prices that make them inaccessible to all but deep-pocketed corporations, ultrarich individuals or friends of both. And even inside that cohort, there's fierce competition among organizations.

"There are only so many fund-raisers that even the most privileged donor can find time to attend," said Michael West, a senior vice president at the New York Council of Nonprofits.

There are also practical pitfalls, Ms. Goding said, including trying to make dinner for hundreds in what can sometimes be a makeshift kitchen. But, she added, "Let's be real: We aren't there for the food."

Fund-raising veterans also say that it can be difficult to quantify a single gala's success merely from its bottom line, saying it can encourage future giving.

Barbara Paxton, the director of BoardStrong, which consults with nonprofit organizations, said, "Would all those people be showing up and giving money to the Metropolitan Museum if they weren't sitting next to Rihanna and ASAP Rocky? Probably not."

She added: "Are galas the most efficient return on your investment? No. Having someone just write a check is. But as long as you're not actually losing money, then you have to think about the trade-offs."

And the Met Gala is most certainly not losing money, Ms. Goding said, if this year's haul is any indication.

"It seems," she said, "to be working out just fine."

Katie Van Syckle, Vanessa Friedman , David A. Fahrenthold and Louis Lucero II contributed reporting.
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Easing the Pain of Being Laid Off, One Email at a Time

Federal workers, Google employees and newspaper editors have opened up about losing their jobs in a new newsletter.

Readers of Laid Off's Q&A interviews described them as humanizing and voyeuristic.



By Abigail Covington



May 03, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Steve Jaffe was laid off for the first time in 2001. But that wasn't the last time for Mr. Jaffe, now 52 and a self-employed marketing strategist in Altadena, Calif. He was laid off three more times over the course of his career, he said, and wrote a book about his experiences that he self-published in February.

In addition to writing about jobs he has lost, Mr. Jaffe has been reading the layoff stories of others in Laid Off, a new Substack newsletter. "A support group like this for laid-off people has always been needed," he said.

Melanie Ehrenkranz, 35, started Laid Off last August, about a year after she lost her job at a financial technology company that has since closed. After being laid off, she said, "I didn't really feel like I had access to a community or to stories of layoffs outside of a group chat with two of my former colleagues." By the time she introduced the newsletter, Ms. Ehrenkranz, who lives in Los Angeles, had started working for Business Class, an online entrepreneurship course created by the "#Girlboss" author Sophia Amoruso, where Ms. Ehrenkranz is still employed.

Within two months of debuting, Laid Off had about 5,000 subscribers. It now has about 9,000, with more than 150 paying $5 a month or $50 a year for full subscriptions that include additional resources like access to private group chats. Many subscribers work in layoff-prone industries like media, marketing and advertising, Ms. Ehrenkranz said, adding that she had recently noticed an uptick in subscribers with careers in government and technology.

Laid Off's audience is a fraction of the size of more established Substack business publications like Feed Me. Its growth in readership comes at a time when posting about work online has become commonplace, whether it be "LinkedIn-fluencers" sharing hot takes on corporate trends or people making TikTok videos about office outfits. And at a time when there have been growing concerns about a recession and a rise in unemployment.

Melanie Ehrenkranz started Laid Off last August, about a year after she lost her job at a financial technology company that has since closed. Melanie Ehrenkranz


Some of those featured in the newsletter reached out to Ms. Ehrenkranz after losing jobs; others were chosen after completing a survey that she had posted on LinkedIn, which "received hundreds of responses right away," she said. More women have been featured than men, Ms. Ehrenkranz added, because more women have approached her about participating.

Among the layoff stories the newsletter has told are those of a former Wall Street Journal editor, a former recruiter for Meta, a former content manager at Tesla and a former financial analyst at Disney who was with the company for nearly a decade.

Laid Off's Q&A interviews touch on topics people sometimes avoid when talking about unemployment. Ms. Ehrenkranz's go-to questions for subjects include "What were the reasons given for your layoff?" and "What was the first thing you did after getting laid off?" She said the newsletter's tone was meant to be edgy and fun; a tagline on its website reads: "The coolest place on the internet to talk about being laid off."

"It's definitely that vibe," Ms. Ehrenkranz said. "The whole point of Laid Off is to show that it's not a personal failure."

Anu Lingala, 33, spoke to Ms. Ehrenkranz about losing her job at Nordstrom in a feature published in March. "Her interviews are so humanizing," said Ms. Lingala, who lives in Brooklyn and now works in marketing at a jewelry company. "They unpack the shame around being laid off."

The newsletter has a confessional-like quality that Lindsey Stanberry, a former editor of the Money Diaries column on the website Refinery29, appreciates. "There's a voyeuristic element to it," said Ms. Stanberry, 44, who now writes The Purse, a Substack newsletter about women and money. "It's like, it could happen to me, or it has happened to me, and, like, I want to feel this camaraderie."

Maya Joseph-Goteiner, 41, was among Laid Off's first subjects: Her interview about losing her user-experience job at Google ran in the newsletter last August. In it, Ms. Joseph-Goteiner recalled going bowling with her family the day she was laid off and how the experience pushed her in new professional directions. Participating was an opportunity to offer a "counter narrative" to the desperation and shame that can bubble up when talking about losing a job, she said.

"My story felt like one of resilience, and I want there to be more stories like that," said Ms. Joseph-Goteiner, who lives in Santa Fe, N.M., and now runs her own research and design agency called Velocity Ave.

Ochuko Akpovbovbo, the writer of As Seen On, a Substack newsletter about business trends that is geared toward her fellow Gen Z-ers, said some in that cohort had shown less interest in careers in media and technology than members of older generations. Laid Off's interviews with people who have lost jobs in those industries have helped contribute to "the end of Big Tech and journalism worship," added Ms. Akpovbovbo, 26, whose newsletter was introduced last May and has about 22,000 subscribers.

For Joya Patel, Laid Off is a platform to remind people of the importance of certain careers. She pitched herself to Ms. Ehrenkranz after losing her job as the director of communications and external affairs at the Department of Health and Human Services in February. Ms. Patel, 34, who also subscribed to the newsletter around that time, said she had been motivated to share her story after reading another Laid Off interview with a former communications specialist at the U.S. Agency for International Development.

"I really wanted people to understand, OK, what does working at H.H.S. mean?" said Ms. Patel, referring to the federal health agency. "The American people don't know what each agency does for them and what we sit in there to do."

Ms. Patel, who is now consulting and whose Laid Off feature was published in April, likes how the newsletter lets readers "hear from the people," she added. "I'm tired of companies being able to direct us and lead stories. As humans, we have that power, and I like to hear from people like, 'Hey, I walked in, it was awkward. Things were awkward that day. This is why they told me they're doing it.' Because no company is ever going to say that."
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The Well Newsletter


An Ancient Key to Happiness

You have to keep two things in check, say experts

 Illustration by Matt Chase; Photograph by Getty Images



By Jancee Dunn



May 02, 2025 at 10:03 AM

This weekend, my colleagues at The New York Times Magazine are publishing a special issue all about happiness: how to define it, discover it and increase it.

In particular, I loved a quiz called, "What Makes You Happy?" I had fun answering the questions, but it also made me think.

It turns out that happiness can be grouped into two main categories, and the concept goes back to ancient Greece. One kind is called eudaemonic well-being, which you might think of as having meaning and purpose in your life. The other is called hedonic well-being, which means feeling pleasure and avoiding pain.

Both, researchers say, are important in order to thrive.

I asked my colleague Laura Bennett, an editor at The Times Magazine, who devised the quiz, to tell me more.

This interview has been edited and condensed for length and clarity.

Can we start with a few examples of the two types of happiness?

For hedonic well-being, think of eating a mind-blowing cookie, laughing at a funny social media post, or lounging by a fireplace during a snowstorm.

Eudaemonic well-being, meanwhile, refers to the deeper sense of meaning and purpose that can come from, say, feeling a sense of mastery over challenging work, volunteering in your community and bonding with loved ones.

And experts say that you need both, right?

Yes, though there's obviously no one-size-fits-all guideline for happiness, some researchers tend to think you're skewing too heavily in one direction if your well-being is more than 75 percent either hedonic or eudaemonic.

What if your life has a good amount of simple pleasures and not as much meaningful joy?

The research is pretty clear that eudaemonic happiness is linked to strong relationships.

So first, I'd say: Seek out the people in your life who make you feel most fully yourself, and try to prioritize spending time with them. Send a random check-in text every once in a while to a beloved friend you haven't spoken to in awhile.

Also, cultivating new skills or hobbies can be a great source of eudaemonic well-being, whether you're taking up weight lifting, sketching landscape scenes, or learning a new language.

What if someone is light on hedonic happiness?

Find little things to do that bring you pleasure and excitement in the moment, whatever that means for you. When I'm in search of a small dose of hedonic happiness, I'll plan little adventures for my family like, say, a beach picnic. I also have a beloved playlist that my husband describes as "bad pop music for teens," and listening to that gives me a reliable jolt of hedonic delight, too.

Why are you asking people if they've had a 'fun sexual encounter'?

It seemed remiss to discuss hedonic happiness without a question about sex!

I'd originally phrased this question as "Had good sex," and one of the wise researchers who collaborated with us pointed out that "good sex," by virtue of making you feel emotionally connected to another person, can be considered eudaemonic, too.

It just goes to show, once again, how hard "happiness" is to define -- and how many ways there are to access it.

My score revealed that I'm a 'flourisher.' What about you?

Listen, Jancee, I don't want to brag, but I got "The Flourisher," too. Did I tip the scales in my own favor when conceiving these questions? Who can say? But regardless, I was delighted, hedonically.

You can take Laura's quiz here. Also in the issue: a story on the longest-running happiness study, an exploration of "the world's happiest country" -- and a few happiness tips from yours truly.

One last thing: I'm planning to write about "The Ick" -- that sudden feeling of disgust that can arise around a potential love interest, prompted by a mannerism or action.

If you want to share any "icks" you've experienced, please write to me at well_newsletter@nytimes.com. I may use them in an upcoming column.

Advertisement will go here, if sold. A horizontal rule will appear above the ad by default. Please place at a break in the content, where a horizontal rule exists below.



Squats are sometimes known as 'the king of all exercises.' Here's how to do them right.

The squat is a full-body move that improves your stability and can be done without any equipment. Get the most out of the move with our guide.

Read the article: How to Do a Perfect Squat




Now that some federal health websites have been altered, where can you find trusted information?

During President Trump's second term, many health websites run by the federal government have been either taken offline or changed. Here are five websites run by independent organizations that offer easy-to-understand, evidence-based information.

Read the article: 5 Places to Turn for Accurate Health Information




The Week in Well

Here are some stories you don't want to miss:



	Over 10 percent of American adults experience tinnitus. Here's how to treat it.


	Some doctors say that Metformin, a drug used to treat Type 2 diabetes, can slow the aging process. What does the research suggest?


	Are you getting enough protein? Read our guide and find out.


	A cancer diagnosis can be terrifying. Suleika Jaouad explores what she found on the other side of her fears.



Let's keep the conversation going. Follow Well on Instagram, or write to us at well_newsletter@nytimes.com. And check out last week's newsletter about toxic relationship habits to avoid.
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Quote of the Day: Spacecraft Lost in 1972 Is Coming Back to Earth

May 08, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"It's going to get its moment in atmospheric entry -- albeit on the wrong planet."

JONATHAN MCDOWELL, an astronomer at the Harvard & Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics who maintains a catalog of space objects, on the Kosmos-482, a half-ton Soviet-era craft which never made it to its planned destination of Venus and was expected to re-enter Earth's atmosphere this weekend.
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Corrections: May 8, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, May 8, 2025.

May 08, 2025 at 05:00 AM

FRONT PAGE

A chart with an article on March 10 about unfairness in the U.S. organ transplant system misstated organ discard rates. The discard rate was 21 percent in 2024, not 22 percent.

SPORTS

An article on Wednesday about U.S.A. Fencing finding itself at the center of a debate about inclusivity and transgender athletes misidentified the school on Staten Island that Red Sullivan had competed for until the N.C.A.A. ban. It is Wagner College, not Wagner University.

ARTS

An article on Monday about the uncertain future of the house in Folly Beach, S.C., where George Gershwin worked on the opera "Porgy and Bess" misstated the given name of the mayor of Folly Beach. He is Tim Goodwin, not Tom.

SPECIAL SECTIONS: THE ART OF COLLECTING

An article on Wednesday about the European artists Jeanne-Claude and Christo misstated the name of the museum in Fort Lauderdale where an exhibition of the highlights of "Surrounded Islands" opened in February. It is NSU Art Museum Fort Lauderdale, not NSU Fort Lauderdale Art Museum.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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Location: [Buling Root Deck Adcess o Descrptonl = . T
Guidetines orthe Event: 7 canpone >

‘Guest Poliy: Residonts may bring up o nsort numbr guests £
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‘Seating: Limted seating wil be aaiable Feel reeto bring blaketsor potabe chairs.
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Proofreading and Fact-Checking Wel.

20 ®

Please proofread and fact check this
toxt for me:

NOTE: In her 1983 memor, “One.
Writer's Beginnings, “Eudora Welty
mentions both her love of reading
Mark Twain and being carried to a
window as a baby to see Halley's
Comet in 1910. The commot was.
ast seen from Earth in 1985 and is
expected to return in 2061.

+ “

Okay, | can help with that! Here's the proofread
and fact-chacked text with a fow minor
adjustment

NOTE: In her 1983 memoir, One Writer's
Beginnings, Eudora Welty mentions both her
love of reading Mark Twain and being carried to
a window as a baby to see Halley’s Comet in
1910, The comet was last seen from Eart
1986 and is expected to return in 2061

+ AskGemini [

Gamin can ke mistakes, 50 doube-checkit

Do - B OTTE

<

Proofreading and Fact-Checking Wel. ®
20Fiash

¥ )

Okay, I can help with that! Here's the proofread
‘and fact-checked text with a fow minor
adjustments:

'NOTE: In her 1983 memoir, One Writer's
Beginnings, Eudora Welty mentions both her
love of reading Mark Twain and being carried to
2 window as a baby to see Halley's Comet in
1910, The comet was last seen from Earthin
1986 and is expected to return in 2061.

Here's a breakdown of the changes and why:

« “One Writers Beginnings" s italicized as itis
the title of a book.

+ “cometis lowercased in the second
sentence as it's no longer part of the proper
noun "Halley's Comet.”

+ The year Halley’s Comet was last seen from
Earth was 1986, not 1985.

‘The other facts regarding Eudora Welty's
memoir, her love of Mark Twain, seeing Halley's
‘Comet in 1910, and its expected return in 2061
are all accurate.

+ AskGomini v O

o can ks mistaks, 0 double-chackit
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