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Amnesty for the Kremlin's war criminals is a disgusting possibility
Mountains of evidence document Russian war crimes in Ukraine. The victims must be heard.
By Lee Hockstader | 2025-05-08

A gravedigger carries a cross at the city cemetery in Bucha, Ukraine, where 13 unidentified and two identified victims of Russian attacks were buried in September 2022.  (Wojciech Grzedzinski/For The Washington Post)


STOCKHOLM -- The suffocating stench of Russian war crimes in Ukraine -- now classified as crimes against humanity by a United Nations-mandated commission -- seeps from mountains of  reports and journalism. The effect of the findings -- horrific, repetitive, exhaustively documented -- is to make us emotionally numb to the scale of depravity and suffering.
The danger now is that compassion fatigue will leave the civilized world too depleted to push back if an eventual U.S.-brokered peace deal omits any mention of accountability for the Kremlin's war criminals -- or worse, offers them amnesty.
That's all too likely given the Trump administration's recent run of indifference to pursuing justice for Ukrainian victims and a reckoning for Russia's aggressors.
The White House has washed its hands of what had been a transatlantic effort to establish a special tribunal to prosecute Russia's Vladimir Putin for the crime of aggression -- the same offense for which German and Japanese leaders were tried after World War II in Nuremberg and Tokyo. The administration also cut off support for tracking tens of thousands of Ukrainian children kidnapped by Moscow, many of whom were sent to Russia to be indoctrinated and adopted by Russian families.
As for Russian propaganda that seeks to obscure and whitewash those crimes, Washington has been similarly obtuse. Last month it shuttered a State Department office that monitored and countered the global flood tide of disinformation, including Moscow's.
Blind to the value of forcing a reckoning for Russian war crimes, President Donald Trump is an invaluable ally to Russian dictator Vladimir Putin. It is hard to name another pair of world leaders who have profited so handsomely from impunity, or pursued it so tirelessly.
"This is a fight against forgetting," said Pablo de Greiff, an NYU Law School human rights expert who is one of three commissioners on the U.N.'s Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine. The commission has exhaustively documented Russia's war crimes, including what it classifies as crimes against humanity. "In addition to the international law obligation," de Greiff told me, "it is a moral obligation to call out crimes, regardless of what the [International Criminal Court] or other institutions do."
I spoke with de Greiff last week at a conference in Stockholm sponsored by the Reckoning Project, a nongovernmental organization that leverages rigorous journalism and legal expertise to document war crimes in Ukraine and elsewhere.
Moscow has carried out its abuses across dozens of detention centers inside Russia and in areas of Ukraine it occupies. Ukrainian civilians and POWs alike have been subjected to systematic beatings, torture including waterboarding, and sexual violence -- rapes with rubber batons and pens, along with Tasers used on victims' genitals, have been among the techniques deployed by Putin's men.
The key word there is "systematic." Sadism isn't a bug in the Kremlin's method; it's a consistent, coordinated policy set by the state, not rogue prison guards, soldiers and officers.
The same goes for Moscow's kidnapping and deportation of at least 20,000 Ukrainian children. Equally well documented is the Kremlin's campaign in Ukraine to detain and disappear local authorities, journalists and activists -- anyone with a platform or influence who might vocally oppose Russia's campaign to subjugate Kyiv.
Any of those atrocities, as well as Moscow's regular missile and drone attacks on apartment complexes, hospitals, power plants and other civilian targets, could prompt the ICC to indict Russian civilian and military leaders for crimes against humanity. Two years ago, that same court brought formal war crimes charges for the illegal snatching and deportation of Ukrainian children, against Putin and Maria Lvova-Belova, a Russian official whose oxymoronic title is commissioner for children's rights.
You could dismiss that indictment as symbolic given the fact that Putin is unlikely to stand in the dock and face justice anytime soon. That's partly true.
At the same time, the charges against the Russian dictator have shrunk his world in concrete ways. Facing an international arrest warrant, it's no coincidence that he failed to attend Pope Francis's funeral this month in Rome, where he might have been arrested on arrival. Similarly, he did not attend a BRICS summit two years ago in South Africa, and was banned from a G-20 summit there later this year.
Still, it's a mistake to focus only on the probability of eventual courtroom trials and convictions for Putin and other war criminals. Outcomes are not the only measure of accountability. It's equally critical to recognize and support victims and survivors by hearing and memorializing their traumas. That means continuing in real time to pursue and document Russia's brutal contempt for law and human rights.
The United States has made clear its own hostility to international law. The question now is whether Europe can withstand Washington's pressure to legitimize Russia's attempt to harvest the fruits of its aggression, and insist on justice in the war's endgame.
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How the House became this spineless
Even in swing districts, House Republicans have become much more significantly ideological.
By Philip Bump | 2025-05-08
When President Donald Trump opened his second term in office with a barrage of attacks on his opponents and the structure of the federal government, it became immediately obvious that a clash with the judiciary loomed. How, for example, would the president respond when his efforts to block congressionally mandated funding were inevitably rejected by the courts? Would he listen and pare back his efforts? Or would he simply press the issue, forcing the country to ponder the uncomfortable question of how the nation's most powerful politician could be held to account?
Because one thing was very obvious: The Republican-controlled Congress wasn't going to do a single godforsaken thing. Even when Trump has stripped their power, Republicans in the House in particular have responded -- like so many of history's most infamous lackeys -- with meekness and sycophancy.
That Trump has been blessed with such a pliant Congress has a number of obvious causes. One is that Trump enforces that spinelessness by leveraging the power he holds over voters ensnared in his personality cult. Another is that Trump emerged into a national political landscape that was already deeply polarized.
And then there's the polarization within the House itself. This is often attributed to gerrymandering, but that doesn't quite capture what's happened. While it is the case that Democrats and Republicans from safe seats have moved to the ideological poles, so have Republicans in close or swing seats.
Before we get to that, it's worth pointing to another factor that I outlined in a column last month: Most members of the House arrived on Capitol Hill in 2017 or later -- meaning they've served only in the Trump era of politics. Those more recent legislators are also more ideological, as measured using Voteview's DW-Nominate assessment of how supportive the legislators are of government intervention in the economy.
Again, you might assume that this rightward shift by Republicans -- obviously more pronounced than any shift among Democrats -- is a function of safe seats. To examine that, I used data from the MIT Election Lab for House races from 1976 to 2022 and from the Cook Political Report for 2024 to compare voting results with measured ideology.
When we order the results each election from biggest Democratic to biggest Republican margins of victory, we get what at first looks like a fairly noisy result.
At the top of the chart, in the 1970s and 1980s, many of the biggest Democratic victories were seen by legislators who were relatively moderate. Many of them were holdover Southern Democrats running without opposition. As the years pass, the results sort into a pattern we recognize.
Look how the two parties compare in later years (made easier with the 1976/2024 comparison at the bottom of the chart). Democrats move from more sharply ideological to more moderate as the margins of victory become smaller. Republicans, though, are much more ideological across the board.
If we take the data above and group it by vote margin over periods encompassing five elections, we can see the difference between the parties clearly. Democrats who won by five to 15 points are about as ideological now as they were 40 years ago, while those who won by 55 points or more have gotten significantly more polarized. Republicans who won by wide margins have gotten even more polarized -- as have Republicans who won by five to 15 points.
If we simply look at the shift in the average ideological scores by group of election results, that pattern is glaring: a bigger shift right among Republicans who won by five to 15 points than any shift left among Democrats, no matter how comfortably they won.
In fact, not only have Republicans from these more contested districts moved more to the ideological extreme over the past 40 years, but also they are now more extreme than Democrats from the safest districts.
This measure is necessarily imperfect. For one thing, assessing opposition to government intervention in the economy seems quaint in a second Trump administration, where the government is intervening to an extent that it might make Mao Zedong take notes.
Regardless, the polarization now seen in the House is not a function of Trump. It is a function of shifts that likely made Trump's ascent possible. Admittedly oversimplifying: Republican voters elected more ideological candidates in primaries and those candidates often prevailed even in close elections thanks to partisan loyalty. (There might be a lesson here for Democrats.)
The result is a chamber populated largely with recent arrivals who are intensely loyal to a president who usurps their power -- recent arrivals who see little value in not being intensely loyal. We are left with a three-legged stool of federal government in which one of the legs is made of Jell-O.
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What two packs of weed gummies taught me about America
No shortage of laws, not to mention moral prohibitions, have changed with the passage of time.
By Jennifer Finney Boylan | 2025-05-08
Jennifer Finney Boylan is president of PEN America. Her newest book is "Cleavage: Men, Women, and the Space Between Us."
I stepped into a Manhattan dispensary not long ago and left with a sense of uncertainty about the morality of pinball, going to the circus on Sundays, the rise and fall of transgender rights and the legality of dancing to the national anthem.
Not to mention a couple packs of gummies.
This was, incredibly, on the very same street just off Amsterdam Avenue upon which I had lived in 1981, when my roommate, future-filmmaker Charlie Kaufman, and I lived one floor above a storefront marked "Health Food." If you went in there, you'd find the place dark, lit by nothing more than a couple of ultraviolet lights. On the wall were black light posters of naked women and Jimi Hendrix. There was a hole in the back wall, and if you put 10 bucks in the hole, and waited, a hand appeared and snatched the money, just like the action of an antique toy bank. A moment later, a little package appeared. Each one was marked with a black stamp that spelled "Heartbeat."
Yes, it was illegal. And, a few years later, all the weed stores on that strip of Amsterdam would be shut down by the police.
But what was illegal then is legal now. It's big business to boot: Pot sales in New York state have generated over $1 billion since 2022, including $22 million in taxes (of which $ 7.9 million went to New York City).
There's no shortage of laws, not to mention moral prohibitions, that have changed with the passage of time. Some of these are humorous: In Michigan, until 2015, it was illegal to dance to the national anthem. In some major cities, pinball was banned until the late '70s. And in many states, blue laws prohibited all sorts of commerce and activity on Sundays -- including, poignantly, going to the circus. From 1989 to 1995, the Ethics Reform Act made a ban on government employees constructing crossword puzzles while at work.
Other overturned or amended laws are more serious. It took constitutional amendments and, in the former's case, a Civil War, to end slavery and  give women the right to vote. More recently, the Supreme Court enshrined marriage equality as the law of the land in Obergefell v. Hodges.
In one poll, 69 percent of Americans now support same-sex marriage's legality. But as recently as 1996, the same percentage of Americans were opposed to it. The change in our perception of right and wrong on this issue is profound; in the colonial era, gay and lesbian people could be put to death for what were then perceived as crimes against nature. Now, a gay Republican with a longtime partner -- Richard Grenell -- is a special presidential envoy for Donald Trump.
I came out as trans during an era when lives such as mine were not at the top of anyone's list of things to worry about. Then, in 2012 (a dozen years after my transition), Vice President Joe Biden said he considered trans discrimination the "civil rights issue of our time." Two years later, Laverne Cox appeared on the cover of Time magazine as it declared the arrival of the "Transgender Tipping Point."
Now we have arrived at a very different moment, one in which gay, lesbian and bisexual rights are mostly affirmed by Trump (although some conservatives are now urging the court to reconsider Obergefell) while his administration attempts to erase trans people from the public sphere, in everything from military service to our passports. The most jaw-dropping of these efforts might have been the removal of the words "transgender" and "queer" at the National Park Service's Stonewall Uprising memorial website, which celebrates the very place where trans and queer people helped to jump-start a social revolution. You could make a very good argument that we'd never have arrived at Obergefell in 2015 were it not for the now-erased transgender people at Stonewall in 1969.
Acceptance of trans folks has risen and fallen over time. The Institute for Sexual Research in Berlin was founded in 1919 by Magnus Hirschfeld to provide support for trans and nonbinary people; on May 6, 1933, one of Adolf Hitler's first acts as chancellor of Germany was to destroy it. The institute's books -- over 20,000 volumes -- were burned in the street in a massive bonfire.
But support for trans people had another early supporter in Jesus Christ, at least judging by Matthew 19:12. "There are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs which were made eunuchs by men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake." That's from the New King James translation, but I especially like the way the Holman Christian Standard Bible concludes that verse: "Let anyone accept this who can."
Scholars debate what Christ meant by "eunuchs"-- the traditional interpretation of this verse concerns celibacy -- but perhaps some of the people whom we call transgender, 2,000 years later, might be included under this description as well. Personally, I am less concerned with the word "eunuch" than I am with that final sentence: "Let anyone accept this who can."
What is it then, that we can accept? How do we find our truth when the definition of what is moral or immoral can change in a day?
Most of us choose to obey the law, even when we disagree with it, fearing the consequences. We're also aware that if each person interpreted the law according to their own lights, the result would be anarchy. It's this awareness, for instance, that keeps me from running a red light at 3 a.m., even when there are no other cars in sight.
On the other hand, in certain circumstances, it's necessary to break the law to do the right thing -- especially when the laws of the country are immoral. Huckleberry Finn chooses to free Jim from slavery, even though the laws of his country expressly forbid any such thing. "I'd got to decide, forever, betwixt two things, and I knowed it. I studied a minute, sort of holding my breath, and then says to myself: 'All right, then, I'll go to hell.'"
Huck's country would fight a war over the morality of decisions like that one. It would take another century before the passage of the Voting Rights Act ensured that the antislavery amendments to the Constitution were legally enforced. (An act that the Supreme Court then gutted in 2013, in Shelby County v. Holder.)
As I left the weed store, a cop car passed me, heading up Broadway with its siren wailing. I wondered who it was they were on their way to help or confront, and what law it was that had been broken.
Each of us, at this fraught and terrible moment in our history, has to find our inner Huck Finn and fight for the things we know to be true, in spite of Donald Trump's attempt to turn the nation on its head. These are days when, to do the right thing, it might sometimes be necessary not to just follow the law of the land, but to instead listen to the laws of our consciences.
Let anyone accept this who can.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/05/08/weed-trans-lgbtq-illegal-moral/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Jet Set has a survival plan. What about the rest of us?
We need a new civil defense, tailored to the unprecedented threats we face today.
By Christian Ruhl, Hannah Yang | 2025-05-08

A fallout shelter sign in New York. (Kena Betancur/AFP/Getty Images) 


Christian Ruhl is the global catastrophic risks research lead at Founders Pledge and manages the Global Catastrophic Risks  Fund. Hannah Yang is the research communicator at Founders Pledge and a speculative fiction writer.
The rich are buying bunkers.
As the threat of global catastrophe -- especially the risk of another devastating pandemic -- grows, the world's wealthiest people are preparing for the worst: snapping up underground shelters, refurbishing abandoned missile silos and stockpiling food at their "vacation homes" in undisclosed locations.
The Jet Set has become the Bunker Set, but its fears are far from unfounded; they signal the need for a new era of civil defense, one tailored to the  threats, especially biological, we face today.
Last year, Rand -- a think tank with a storied history of analyzing national security risks --  said we now face unprecedented threats, including from natural and engineered pandemics. AI-enabled biological design tools will only accelerate the ability to create more dangerous pathogens and previously unimaginable biological threats. A few months ago, a group of eminent scientists sounded the alarm on mirror bacteria, a form of "reversed" life that could evade normal human immune defenses.
Meanwhile, the federal government has  slashed funding earmarked to protect American communities from disaster. The Trump administration has asked for major cuts to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and this month the Federal Emergency Management Agency announced it is cutting $325 million in disaster prevention aid tor New York state -- part of a larger effort to eliminate "wasteful" funding.
But strategic civil defense -- efforts to protect civilians from catastrophes such as nuclear war -- can be an efficient and money-saving use of federal funds. With targeted government investment in critical biodefense technologies and smart risk management policies, we could protect everyone against the worst-case scenarios while lowering government spending over the long term. Just as President Ronald Reagan advocated comprehensive fallout shelter plans during the Cold War, the Trump administration has an opportunity to revitalize America's civilian protection capabilities.
Nearly every president since Harry S. Truman has wrestled with how to protect Americans from catastrophic threats. During the Cold War, civil defense became a household concept, with "duck and cover" drills teaching schoolchildren to hide under desks and the construction of fallout shelters throughout urban and suburban America.
Defending against nuclear threats remains challenging, especially in the face of growing arsenals and bigger bombs, but recent scientific and technological progress has helped uncover novel defenses against biological threats. Biodefense should therefore be the first priority of a renewed civil defense.
Take next-generation personal protective equipment --  such as elastomeric half mask respirators  -- that could be far more effective than traditional PPE at protecting us during a pandemic. The strategic stockpiling of this PPE and reassessment of far-flung PPE supply lines could protect Americans and align with the administration's desire to bring manufacturing back to the United States.
Similarly, though the media ridiculed President Donald Trump's commentary about UV light during the covid pandemic, recent research suggests that specific wavelengths  known as germicidal ultraviolet light or  "far-UVC" can deactivate a wide range of pathogens without harming human skin or eyes. Renewed civil defense could include investments in this kind of technology, which could pay big dividends even if no pandemic breaks out again; in line with Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s focus on preventive health care, novel "far-UVC"  technology could be part of a wider "clean indoor air" initiative that could help protect children from seasonal illnesses and epidemics.
Such civil defense investments would not only protect Americans from the effects of biological catastrophes but  also could reduce the incentives for malicious actors to unleash weapons of mass destruction in the first place -- a concept military strategists call "deterrence by denial."This will become increasingly important as Russia's and China's continued work on weaponized biology intersects with the growing risk of war. Non-state actors, too, present a serious risk. National security experts have have testified there have been multiple instances of bad actors attempting to use bioweapons of a strategic scale, and while they have not yet succeed, the barriers are going down.
Our group, Founders Pledge,  runs the Global Catastrophic Risks Fund, which helps prepare the world for extreme threats. But private philanthropy can't fulfill the need for well-designed civil defense initiatives at the state and federal levels. Much more government action is needed.
Trump has promised to "defend America against all threats [and] protect America against all dangers." During his first term, he invoked the Defense Production Act in response to covid and oversaw the unprecedented success of Operation Warp Speed, exemplifying how the government can help protect ordinary citizens during a catastrophe. A serious commitment to biological civil defense could align with his administration's focus on national resilience, onshoring critical supply chains and launching ambitious infrastructure projects such as a major initiative for clean indoor air.
None of this needs to clash with the drive to cut government spending. Stockpiling elastomeric masks, for example, is highly cost-effective, especially compared with the high cost of relying on single-use N95s. Similarly, always-on germicidal UV light in key public spaces could reduce the overall burden of respiratory disease, dramatically lowering health-care costs.
Whoever implements the next era of civil defense can start by hardening biodefense, one of the most neglected aspects of national security. The Bunker Set shouldn't be the only group with a survival plan. With smart investments in civil defense capabilities, we should aim to ensure that protection against catastrophe becomes a public good -- not just a luxury amenity.
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I was a GOP governor. I'm supporting a lawsuit against Trump's tariffs.
The tariffs are an unconstitutional seizure of taxation power that conservatives should oppose. 
By George Allen | 2025-05-08
George Allen, a Republican, served as governor of Virginia and represented Virginia in the U.S. Senate.
Some might be surprised that I, a Republican, am challenging President Donald Trump's tariffs plan. But my opposition to tax increases is not new. In fact, that conviction is why I strongly disagree, as a matter of constitutional principle, with the president's "emergency" declaration to impose near universal import taxes on products from allies and adversaries alike. The Constitution is clear that taxes are the purview of Congress, not a tool to be implemented by presidential proclamation.
To that end, I recently joined a coalition of political leaders from across the ideological divide to file a friend of the court brief urging the U.S. Court of International Trade to enjoin Trump's tariffs as an unconstitutional seizure of taxation power clearly vested in Congress.
To be clear, I am a strong supporter of this administration. The unleashing of American energy resources with productive and realistic energy policies, needed regulatory reforms, and efforts to reduce waste, fraud and abuse are all actions that should warm the heart of any conservative, mine included.
I also agree with the president and others that there should be reciprocity in trade with other countries. We should seek to make manufacturing in the United States more desirable with competitive taxes, reasonable regulations, plentiful energy, a skilled workforce, and free and fair trade -- not with protectionism. This is in line with the ideal goal, as expressed by many in the Trump administration, of zero-for-zero tariffs, which would result in greater access for U.S. companies and farmers to export their products into foreign markets.
I advocated for passage of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement, which brought our continent to the edge of zero-for-zero tariffs across our shared North American borders. With business-friendly economic policies, bountiful energy resources and American technological ingenuity, the United States can and should have a significant advantage in any unfettered tariff regime.
Still, it is dangerous to allow a president to impose such taxes by decree.
It's as objectionable as it was when President Joe Biden used his executive pen to forgive student debt, impose coronavirus vaccine mandates and wage war on coal through a rogue Environmental Protection Agency.
Imagine if some future president declared that a looming climate apocalypse required "emergency action." That president could use that "climate emergency" declaration to "save the planet" and impose a 100 percent tax on coal, oil and natural gas and restrict consumption of hydrocarbon fuels, allowing government to wrest control of both energy production and consumption.
Certain actions taken around the recent pandemic emergency should be ample warning for most freedom-loving, common sense Jeffersonian conservatives. The abuse of unchecked decrees closed or severely restricted almost every business, school and place of worship and mandated vaccination as a condition of work and travel.
Unilateral decrees by a president or governor without restraint are contrary to the foundational constitutional principles that underpin our republic. Trump's imposition of emergency import taxes is equally objectionable. These executive actions, just like the pandemic-era dictates, did not arise from legislation or law, and most were not debated by elected and empowered legislators.
Thus, in good conscience and principle, I signed on to the well-reasoned legal challenge to this unconstitutional presidential taxation in an amicus brief in the V.O.S. Selections, Inc. v. Trump case.
This legal challenge is not a debate over trade policy, rather it is a case brought to preserve and honor the clear constitutional principle that taxation should be determined by Congress.
The brief I joined specifically challenges the president's sweeping use of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to impose a 10 percent baseline tariff on nearly all imports alongside sharply higher duties targeting Chinese goods and foreign automobiles. The latest presidential musing about imposing a 100 percent tariff on foreign-made films bolsters the point that this is not a genuine national emergency.
In our challenge, we directly appeal to the courts' duty to defend the separation of powers: "If courts permit this path to stand unreviewed, it will invite escalating disruption -- not just to international commerce, but to the very norms that sustain constitutional governance."
Quoting Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson's famed warning in Youngstown Sheet & Tube, the amici caution that "'Emergency powers would tend to kindle emergencies.' Liberty endures not through executive decree but through constitutional limits -- especially in urgent times."
My position is based on my conscience as a conservative; I'm taking a stand for significant constitutional protections for free people and enterprise, not personalities nor hypocritical, situational principles. I couldn't sleep well if I cowardly declined to get involved in a matter so foundational and for which I feel so strongly.
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It has come to this: The U.S. will broadcast One America News
The Trump administration is not the first to try to make Voice of America its propaganda arm.
By Marc Fisher | 2025-05-08

Voice of America's headquarters in D.C. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


After all of President Donald Trump's attacks on the purportedly "fake" news media -- and after all of his lawsuits against those who dare to criticize him -- the news that he and his information czarina, Kari Lake, are going to replace the journalism of Voice of America with the slanted sycophancy of One America News seems like a step into a disinformation abyss.
In 2015, San Diego-based One America News, or OAN, was the first TV news outlet to carry Trump's campaign speeches live and in full -- a decision followed quickly by a directive from its owners that other candidates' rallies not be given the same treatment. OAN is one of Trump's favored media operations because it sets out to present one perspective on the news: Trump's. Its founder, Robert Herring Sr., was on Trump's side from the start; during the 2016 campaign, he banned stories about polls that showed anyone other than Trump in the lead, according to my interviews with OAN journalists.
Contrast that with VOA's tradition -- especially in recent decades -- of portraying America as it is, trusting that the network's worldwide audience will find such honesty to be credible and will see America as an open society that cherishes robust debate.
Trump's embrace of an overtly propaganda-driven information source as our country's voice around the world is not novel; the tension between journalism and propaganda has persisted since the United States entered the news business during World War II.
From earliest history, nations and their leaders have deployed boasts and lies to convince others of their power and achievements. Plato wrote of the advantages of the "noble lie." Lenin favored what he called "agitation," the use of emotion-laden slogans and half-truths to influence the masses. Hitler's propaganda minister, Joseph Goebbels, said news should "wage war and not give out information."
When America jumped into the information wars in 1942, the State Department was charged with informing our allies about U.S. war aims, the Office of Strategic Services (the precursor to the CIA) was to create "psychological warfare" aimed at the enemy, and the new VOA was to provide news and cultural information to listeners worldwide.
VOA's first chief, playwright and screenwriter Robert Sherwood, went on the air on Feb. 24, 1942, promising that VOA would broadcast daily "about America and the war. The news may be good or bad. We shall tell you the truth."
Quickly, it became apparent that journalism and hoopla were in conflict. On the day Italian dictator Benito Mussolini resigned in 1943, a VOA commentary called Italy's monarch a "moronic little king." President Franklin D. Roosevelt chastised VOA and ordered that its mission be limited to "efforts to undermine enemy morale."
VOA, which through the years has delivered vital programming -- newscasts, documentaries, talk shows, music and cultural offerings -- in dozens of languages on shortwave radio, and more recently on the internet, has rocked back and forth between official propaganda and straight-ahead news for decades.
The network's budget soared and plummeted as Congress debated its purpose. During the Cold War, Congress repeatedly investigated VOA, sometimes bashing it for being too overtly pro-American, and other times accusing its leaders of anti-American bias because its journalists insisted on reporting news that made the country look troubled.
During Sen. Joseph McCarthy's 1950s witch hunt for communists in government, he searched for "reds" and "perverts" (he didn't find any). In 1953, he held nationally televised hearings on "mismanagement and subversion" at VOA.
McCarthy's chief counsel, Roy Cohn, interviewed more than 100 VOA staffers, leading to several resignations and a suicide. Like his spiritual successors at the U.S. DOGE Service, Cohn and his investigators conducted word searches (without the benefit of computers), counting references to communism in VOA program scripts and interrogating staffers who failed to substitute "anti-communist" for "democratic" in news stories.
The good news is that the pendulum has repeatedly swung back toward telling the truth. Just months after McCarthy's red-baiting campaign crashed and burned, CBS correspondent Edward R. Murrow called for Congress to push VOA back from "psychological warfare" and toward "ascertainable fact," urging VOA to subscribe to the Associated Press. (Earlier this year, Lake canceled VOA's contracts with the AP and other wire services.)
Over the decades that followed, VOA became a fair, thorough news organization focused on reporting the facts rather than serving political agendas. But in 1963, President John F. Kennedy directed VOA's parent agency to "unmask and counter hostile attempts to distort or frustrate the objectives and policies of the United States." A few years later, John Chancellor, the longtime NBC News anchor who ran VOA in the mid-1960s, rejected "interference by policy officers" and directed VOA's reporters to charge ahead with stories as they saw fit.
The pendulum is swinging again. One America News, from the start, used video provided mainly by wire services and RT, the Kremlin-funded news outlet that a U.S. intelligence report called "Russia's state-run propaganda machine." Herring's staffers said he repeatedly directed them not to run stories critical of Russia.
After Trump's first term, several cable providers dropped OAN from their offerings. Now, Trump has tossed the channel a lifeline. Whether that will be the death knell for VOA is up to the courts, which are mulling Trump's authority to sack VOA journalists, and to Congress, which is currently observing a lengthy period of radio silence.
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Should Trump negotiate a nuke deal with Iran or bomb it?
If Tehran balks at totally dismantling Iran's nuclear program, Trump has an explosive back-up option.
By Marc Thiessen | 2025-05-08

Pedestrians pass an anti-U. S. mural depicting Iran-U. S. negotiations, near the former U.S. Embassy in Tehran, April 26. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


President Donald Trump has a decision to make: Should he negotiate a nuclear deal with Iran or subject Iran to "bombing the likes of which they've never seen"?
The answer is: It depends on the nuclear deal.
Trump says he will accept nothing less than "total dismantlement" of Iran's nuclear program. He's right to take that stand. So, what does "total dismantlement" look like? Fortunately, we have an example. In 2003, Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi invited outside officials to come in and dismantle his nuclear, chemical weapons and ballistic missile programs. U.S. military aircraft later landed in Libya, and the Libyan nuclear program -- including its uranium hexafluoride, centrifuges and designs to build bombs -- was crated up and loaded onto the planes, which were flown to a secure storage facility in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Libya's enriched uranium was also removed, its chemical munitions destroyed and its ballistic missiles dismantled.
Visiting the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in July 2004, President George W. Bush toured the facility and declared: "Eight months ago, the centrifuge parts and processing equipment for uranium were 5,000 miles away in the nation of Libya. They were part of a secret nuclear weapons program. Today, Libya, America, and the world are better off because these components are safely in your care."
Trump understands that anything short of this in Iran would be unacceptable. As he recently told Fox News's Bret Baier, he wants a deal where the U.S. goes into Iran to "supervise, check it, inspect it and then blow it up or just make sure that there is no more nuclear" weapons capability.
So why would Iran agree to a deal with Trump like the one Libya reached with Bush? Because the mullahs have no choice. Iran is weaker than it has been at any time since the 1979 revolution. Over the past year and a half, Iran's network of terrorist proxies has suffered blow after devastating blow: Trump has pummeled the Houthis in Yemen, while Israel has destroyed the leadership of both Hamas and Hezbollah. And thanks to Trump's restoration of "maximum pressure," the value of Iran's currency has fallen to record lows -- leaving Tehran with few resources to rebuild this terrorist network.
With the fall of the Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria, Iran has also lost its most significant Arab ally -- which means the weapons highway from Iran, through Syria, to Lebanon, Gaza and the West Bank has been shut down. Russia has been forced to begin a large-scale military withdrawal from Syria. And in response to Iran's failed attack on Israel a year ago, the Israel Defense Forces launched a counterattack that reportedly severely damaged Iran's air defenses and ballistic missile capabilities.
In other words, Iran is strategically naked -- unable to effectively defend itself against a U.S. or Israel military strike, or respond decisively either directly or by proxy. What this means is Trump now has a window of opportunity to end the Iranian nuclear program -- one the United States has never had before and may never have again. That window will eventually close. Over time, Iran will rebuild its air defenses, missile batteries and terrorism networks. But right now, Iran is all but defenseless -- and that means Trump has maximum leverage.
Iran understands the weakness of its position. If its leaders didn't, they would never have agreed to negotiate. The regime is no doubt hoping that Trump wants to avoid using military force enough to agree to some version of the nuclear deal with President Barack Obama, which would allow them to keep their centrifuges under the pretext of a civilian nuclear program. Trump knows that is a ruse. "My inclination is to say, 'What do you need that for? You have a lot of oil,'" he recently told "Meet the Press."
His inclination is right. Iran should be given a simple choice: Allow us to eliminate your nuclear program peacefully or watch it destroyed by military force.
Some on the isolationist right are alarmed that Trump might be "dragged" into war with Iran by some mysterious cabal of "neocons" or by Israel. They don't understand Trump. This is the president who drove the Islamic State from its caliphate -- and then ordered the killing of its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi; attacked Syria not once, but twice, for allegedly using chemical weapons against civilians; launched a cyberattack on Russia and gave the green light for the U.S. military to take out hundreds of Wagner Group mercenaries in eastern Syria; ordered the killing of Iran's terrorist mastermind, Qasem Soleimani -- and then warned Tehran that if it retaliated, he had selected for a counterstrike "52 Iranian sites (representing the 52 American hostages taken by Iran many years ago)"; and launched a bombing campaign against the Houthis in Yemen, forcing them to agree this week to stop their attacks on international shipping.
That president is not afraid to use force against Iran. Asked in a recent interview if he might get pulled into an attack, Trump responded: "No, I may go in very willingly if we can't get a deal. If we don't make a deal, I'll be leading the pack."
Trump understands the nature of an Iranian regime that has plotted to assassinate American officials on American soil -- including him. Like presidents before him, he has pledged that Iran will not be allowed to possess a nuclear weapon. Unlike presidents before him, he is now poised to deliver on that pledge and actually stop them.
I don't believe Trump will agree to a deal with Iran that is weaker than the deal Bush negotiated with Libya. If Trump can convince Iranian officials to allow U.S. military aircraft to land in their country, load up all of their uranium, centrifuges, bomb designs and ballistic missiles, and fly them to Oak Ridge -- and agree to cease its support for terrorism -- then Trump should sign on the dotted line.
If not, then it's time for Plan B -- and for the United States and Israel to, in Trump's words, "bomb the hell out of them." 
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For India and Pakistan, a path to de-escalation
As tensions rise between two nuclear-armed nations, a way out of this mess still exists.
By Editorial Board | 2025-05-07

People attend a candlelight vigil after India launched missile strikes in Pakistan on Wednesday. (Bilawal Arbab/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


India's early-morning missile strikes in Pakistan and Pakistani-controlled Kashmir on Wednesday killed dozens of people and marked an intensification of the long-simmering conflict between the two neighbors. Even so, the strikes seem to have been designed to be a reasonable response to a deadly attack by militants on tourists in India-controlled Kashmir that India says was backed by Pakistan.
Given the existential stakes on the subcontinent -- both India and Pakistan have sizable nuclear arsenals -- this might be small comfort. But India's strikes were restrained enough that the new conflict between the two countries conceivably could stop here. Pakistan appears to have shot down several of India's fighter jets over Indian territory, demonstrating its ability to inflict costs in return. If Pakistan insists on  escalation beyond this, it will bear most of the responsibility for the unnecessary war that would follow.
Restraint is a relative concept. These latest strikes have been more violent than other recent flare-ups between the countries. In 2016, Indian troops crossed the Line of Control in Kashmir to attack terrorist staging areas after gunmen affiliated with a Pakistani Islamist group killed 19 of its soldiers. And in 2019, India carried out airstrikes in response to a suicide attack that killed 40 Indian paramilitary police. In both instances, plausible deniability was the way out. India claimed it had sufficiently avenged itself, while Pakistan, in one instance, denied that India's attacks had even occurred and, in another, that India had failed to hit anything.
This time, plausible deniability will not be so easy. India's strikes inside Pakistani-controlled Kashmir were broader, hitting targets in Pakistan's Punjab province for the first time since the 1971 war. India claims its attacks were designed to not hit any Pakistani military targets, and to be "non-escalatory." Pakistani officials counter that the strikes amount to an act of war and that they killed 31 people, including children and other civilians.
Images of dead children and smoldering mosques will no doubt inflame Pakistani public opinion. However, two of the targets in Punjab, in Bahawalpur and Muridke, are known to be operational headquarters of prominent Islamist militant groups -- Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba -- which were built around mosques. The number of civilian casualties claimed by Pakistan should be understood in this context.
The April 22 Pahalgam attack on a popular tourist destination in Indian-administered Kashmir was itself a gruesome escalation. Uniformed gunmen directly targeted civilians, killing at least 25 Indians and one Nepalese citizen. All the victims were men, and many were executed point-blank in front of their spouses, after the gunmen confirmed that they were not Muslim. It was the deadliest attack on civilians in the region since the 2008 Mumbai attacks.
The Resistance Front, an offshoot of the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba militant group, is said to initially have claimed responsibility for the attack on social media. But it has since denied any participation and instead blamed Indian cyber operations for engineering a setup. India claims that two of the three suspects in the attack were Pakistani nationals.
Although President Donald Trump has tried to keep his distance from the conflict -- "I hope it ends very quickly," he said when asked about India's strikes -- Secretary of State Marco Rubio admirably has been trying to mediate between the sides, urging dialogue and restraint. In light of the recent violence, these efforts need to be stepped up.
A plausible way out of this mess exists, and it could follow a familiar script: Both sides can declare victory. India appears to already have paid a price for carrying out its attacks with the loss of its fighter planes. Even so, India maintains that its strikes were sufficient revenge for the Pahalgam atrocity. Pakistan's friends, including China, should now help find an acceptable narrative for their side, perhaps by claiming that the downing of the Indian planes has restored deterrence. There are signs that this might be happening. On Wednesday, Pakistani Defense Minister Khawaja Asif indicated to Bloomberg TV that "if India backs down, we will definitely wrap up these things."
Once both sides have stepped back from the brink, diplomacy will need to continue. India could reinstate the Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan it had suspended after the Pahalgam attack, perhaps in exchange for visible efforts by Pakistan to rein in the terrorist networks operating within its borders. Most of all, Delhi and Islamabad should work to reestablish diplomatic and military back channels. Nuclear brinkmanship is hair-raising in any context; it's even worse when the two sides are not communicating.
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The Alcatraz in Trump's imagination is even harder to reach
Plus: George Will on "the art of the deal." The next pope's approach to markets.
By Drew Goins | 2025-05-07
In today's edition:

Newspapers depicting interactions between President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin are displayed at a newsstand in Moscow on Feb. 13. (Maxim Shemetov/Reuters) 


George Will finally, maybe, has a grasp on the art of the deal. He's been watching President Donald Trump negotiate for peace -- if you squint -- in the war in Ukraine, and he has picked up on all sorts of subtleties that usually only dealmaking connoisseurs detect. You know, little tricks such as:
If you can't see the genius there, well, you must just lack an expert eye. (Europeans, take note.)
Okay, George is obviously being sarcastic here -- including when he ironically praises Vice President JD Vance's assertion that Europe's own internal rot, not Russia, is the biggest threat to the continent.
But A. Wess Mitchell, who was an assistant secretary of state during the first Trump administration, argues that Vance's criticisms of drift and decline across the Atlantic have much merit.
"Vance's critiques are not an attempt to destroy Europe," as opponents contend, Mitchell writes, "but a last-ditch effort to save it -- from itself. They are the logical consequence of decades of American frustration, especially on the right, with European military dependency, lack of commercial reciprocity and cultural self-immolation."
Now, want to see someone with a real knack for pulling off an impressive maneuver? Meet the former federal employee who once persuaded a sniper to take a job as a project manager for a federal agency.
That's Edwin Jackson, who, as Marc Fisher writes, spent years helping veterans find jobs and then helping them thrive in those roles. The Trump administration recently eliminated his job as "not mission-critical."
Marc profiles some of the missions Jackson accomplished, which are pretty impressive -- but what's even more admirable is that Jackson, at 76, still plans to get a new gig and keep doing good.
Marc writes: "He's typical of thousands of public employees: You can cancel their programs, shutter their offices, cut off their pay, but you can't sideline them. They are the helpers."
Chaser: Dana Milbank watched Veterans Affairs Secretary Doug Collins testify on the Hill this week and came away buoyed that incompetence might actually save the Republic.

goins 


From David Von Drehle's column on Trump's spur-of-the-moment pronouncement that the United States would reopen its fabled island slammer.
Too bad the plan doesn't make any sense whatsoever; David writes that Trump is just another "impressionable old [man]" who fell for the myth of Alcatraz, most probably from watching the 1979 Clint Eastwood escape flick that happened to air shortly before the president's announcement.
The San Francisco prison was expensive and inefficient -- nothing more than a PR stunt from a government that wanted to look tough on crime. As David writes, "A federal prison was needed that really looked the part, and Alcatraz stood ready for its close-up, a lowering outpost on a craggy isle surrounded by white-capped seas."
Alas, seas are inconvenient for transporting food and fuel. Alcatraz was never very good, David says, but if the president is anything, he is "a man in love with things that never were."
The headline of former journalist Matt Malone's op-ed reads like a Catholic Mad Lib: "The next pope should be more accepting of ________." Gay Christians? Female leaders? Nope! "Free markets!"
Malone writes that the late Pope Francis's opposition to capitalism -- "seemingly all black and white with little gray -- had the unintended effect of diminishing the ultimate force of Francis's words," thereby weakening his efforts to help, for instance, the poor.
Malone advises the cardinals' next pick that "the genius of Catholic social teaching has always been in its pragmatism, its unwillingness to choose among the various '-isms' in the world."
Chaser: Republicans' tax-whacking path lacks "fiscal discipline," Natasha Sarin writes, and is full of bad math.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
"Liberation means
Free markets -- it's in the name!"
Slick encyclical
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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I care what Trump voters think about the administration. You should, too.
Readers take issue with the decision to post Trump voters' evaluations of the president's first 100 days.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-05-07

A congressional aide tapes a sign to a lectern at the Capitol on April 30. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Regarding the April 30 letters, "Five Trump voters grade his first 100 days":
As a longtime reader of letters who has frequently found them to be among the most interesting and educational parts of many newspapers, including The Post, I have been dismayed by the content of and ignorance  in recent letters.
A new low was reached when The Post solicited the opinions of Trump supporters and voters on the first 100 days of the administration. Even if you keep in mind that the opinion of any Trump supporter on this issue is biased, the five responses  were ignorant.
This gimmick of soliciting opinions was not worthy of The Post. The error in publishing them was a grave one.
Harris Factor, Columbia, Maryland
I read with interest the letters to the editor from five Trump voters.
I did have one question, though: Considering the arguments and opinions in these letters, were they actually excerpted from the Onion?
Gary Berg-Cross, Potomac
At first, I found it incredible that the letters from Trump voters demonstrated, for the most part, satisfaction with the administration. Then I reread them  and felt that what we need is honest dialogue so I could appreciate them and clearly state my own beliefs.
The Trump voters are absolutely correct that the Biden administration did not do nearly enough to decrease illegal immigration, and it set up an uncontrolled system that allowed people awaiting an asylum hearing to disappear into the country. Moreover, when Vice President Kamala Harris was asked if she agreed with everything that Biden did, she answered in the affirmative rather than offering more constructive solutions. But even so, is the solution to deport the parents of American citizens without finding ways to allow the children to stay here, or to detain students with valid visas without habeas corpus hearings or providing them with timely access to a lawyer?
It might be unfair for a transgender woman to compete in sports against cisgender women, but is the solution to this narrow problem to bar gender-affirming care or ban trans people from the military?
And yes, on the surface, Social Security takes money paid into the system by working people and distributes it to older individuals in the form of a pension. But let's call it a tax and recognize that it helps millions of elderly Americans survive and could help millions of people who will someday be elders themselves.
In today's structure of international trade, it is likely that people in the United States will buy more products manufactured elsewhere because we can afford them. We should try to increase manufacturing and jobs at home, but trade deficits are a result of our success, not failure or being ripped off.
Simply, we need to talk, and at the same time we need to reaffirm some basic tenets of what I hope are our common values. It's okay to help the needy. It's okay to tax the wealthy. It's okay to invite bright students from anywhere in the world to study and do research here, and ultimately stay and contribute.
If any Trump voters in the Washington area are interested, maybe we can set up a group to get to understand one another.
Barry H. Epstein, Silver Spring
The best thing about my job as letters and community editor is my relationships with new pen pals I might never have had the opportunity to meet if I wasn't spending my days reading through the unruly, overstuffed letters inbox. Most of my correspondents are very different from me, whether because of the generations we're from, the places we've made home, the faith traditions we follow or the convictions we hold. I've learned from every one of our conversations.
Both in my job and in my private life, I try to operate from the assumption that it's always useful to listen carefully, especially to people with whom you disagree. I don't think I'm required to defer to everything I hear in those exchanges. But I know I can't make an effective case for what I do believe without a clear understanding of what motivates other people and informs their convictions.
That is why my team actively seeks to publish as wide a variety of views on matters of public interest as we can in the daily letters package. My hope for the letters section is that it will function as both a mirror and a window. It's wonderful when someone reads a letter and recognizes their own experience or finds the words to express an argument that previously eluded them. It's equally important to me when letters offer readers a perspective they might not otherwise have encountered. So please, read letters to the editor with that mission in mind.
And if any Trump voters want to connect with Mr. Epstein, email letters@washingtonpost.com.
Regarding Vice President JD Vance's May 4 op-ed, "What President Trump achieved in his first 100 days":
Vance correctly points to the Trump administration's negotiations with India as an important step toward increasing demand for U.S. exports. And farmers in particular stand to gain from such an agreement.
If the Trump administration were to persuade the Indian government to drop its restrictions on genetically modified corn, for example, it could open the door to what my organization and the U.S. Grains Council estimate would be $235 million worth of U.S. exports each year. If India were to allow import of U.S. corn ethanol for biofuel and aviation fuel production, it would open a market worth an additional $434 million in the first year of the relationship. India would also stand to benefit from this arrangement, with greater access to high-quality feed and an affordable and more environmentally friendly renewable energy source. Building a more level playing field for all American products to access global markets is exactly what corn growers need, especially as they face a projected third consecutive year of negative returns. If given the fair opportunity to compete globally, U.S. corn farmers would undoubtedly rise to the occasion to the benefit of both our country and others around the world.
Neil Caskey, Chesterfield, Missouri
The writer is chief executive  of the National Corn Growers Association.
Vice President JD Vance lauded the Trump administration's first 100 days as a triumph. However, a closer examination reveals policy missteps and humanitarian crises.
One of the most alarming actions has been the drastic reduction in the U.S. Agency for International Development's foreign aid contracts, part of a broader cut of nearly $60 billion in U.S. foreign assistance programs. This move has severely affected  global health initiatives, including the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, which as of 2023 had been credited with saving more than 25 million lives. Halted HIV treatment, vaccination programs and other essential health services are projected to lead to hundreds of thousands of preventable deaths.
Domestically, the administration's economic policies have led the stock market to whipsaw and the economy to contract by 0.3 percent on an annualized rate in the first quarter. Erratic policy decisions, including abrupt tariff implementations and mass federal workforce layoffs, eroded economic expectations for the future to the lowest rate in about 13 years.
The administration has targeted 140 environmental rules and aggressively promoted fossil fuel extraction, threatening to reverse progress on climate change. And Trump has canceled or downsized $8 billion worth of clean energy projects and proposes slashing even more funding in his budget.
Executive orders attempting to end birthright citizenship and invoking wartime powers for mass deportations have undermined constitutional norms. The creation of a controversial registry requiring millions of undocumented individuals to submit personal data has heightened fear within immigrant communities.
Though the administration touts its first 100 days as a period of significant achievement, the impact of foreign aid cuts, economic instability, environmental rollbacks and aggressive immigration policies suggests a need for a more balanced and humane approach to governance.
John Piper, Coshocton, Ohio
Vice President JD Vance's paean to President Donald Trump's first 100 days made me feel like Queen Gertrude in "Hamlet": The gentleman doth protest too much.
Vance ignores that Trump is in a league by himself in ignoring the law, whether by attempting to terminate birthright citizenship or arbitrarily deporting immigrants under the Alien Enemies Act of 1798, the latter predicated on the fantasy that Venezuela is conducting a military invasion of the United States. Trump has weaponized the law against his political detractors, including major law firms and universities. He has demanded Congress impeach and remove federal judges who rule against him. As The Post has reported, even U.S. citizens have been wrongfully detained as part of Trump's anti-immigrant hysteria. Trump has set the Constitution ablaze and given flippant answers about his obligation to defend it.
Our ancestors fought to make the rule of law king and dethrone the king as law. Trump's first 100 days sought to undo that magnificent achievement.
Bruce Fein, Washington
The writer served as associate deputy attorney general under President Ronald Reagan.
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How bad will things get? I answered your questions.
Philip's live chat with readers started at 1 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Read the transcript.
By Philip Bump | 2025-05-07
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Why I'm still performing at Trump's Kennedy Center 
Art is more powerful than one president's petty politics.
By Lidiya Yankovskaya | 2025-05-07

President Donald Trump stands in the presidential box as he tours the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in D.C. on March 17. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


Lidiya Yankovskaya is a conductor. She is performing "The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs"  at the Kennedy Center this week.
In the face of President Donald Trump's hostile takeover of the Kennedy Center, there was a common visceral response: Boycott the institution.
A number of artists have chosen to pull previously planned acts from the Kennedy Center lineup. Two prominent examples are the tour of Lin-Manuel Miranda's "Hamilton" and Washington National Opera's production of Gregory Spears and Greg Pierce's "Fellow Travelers," an opera about a gay couple trying to find their way during the McCarthy era's Lavender Scare (a performance supported by the WNO but withdrawn by members of the "Fellow Travelers" creative team). Likewise, some audience members have chosen to shun the venue, regardless of the nature of the performance.
The desire to make a strong statement is valid, and I sympathize with it, but such self-censorship is misguided. Despite my own displeasure with the White House's approach to the arts, I am conducting Mason Bates and Mark Campbell's "The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs" with Washington National Opera this week. I hope other artists will likewise choose to share their art in lieu of canceling.
Art is no mere commodity, like a boycotted  product sold by an exploitative corporation or an aggressor in a war. Art has the capacity to change minds, shift cultures, challenge assumptions. Choosing not to perform deprives artists and art of power, and it aids regimes that fear being culturally challenged. Choosing not to attend performances of content we support will only ensure that this content is not presented in the future.
There might be situations where cutting ties is the best course of action. For those with mainly ceremonial titles, dropping the affiliation can make a statement. In certain situations, an alternate venue might be the answer. And if  clear censorship of content within performances begins, our choices might change. But even in these cases, the line is not obvious. If we want to fight censorship and ensure a diverse range of programming options, we must continue to support the art that we want to see on the Kennedy Center stage for as long as we can. That's especially true given that the administration is seeking to cut off access to the arts more broadly, most recently by canceling National Endowment for the Arts grants around the country.
Oppressive regimes of the past aggressively stifled creative expression, which is one reason an increasingly authoritarian president injecting partisan politics into a national arts center draws such an emotional response today. Yet totalitarian dictators such as Joseph Stalin sponsored massive artistic endeavors to rouse the masses, even as they ruthlessly shut down any public displays of opposition. Interestingly, even art intended to be propagandistic sometimes became an opportunity for artists and audiences to express their anguish and lack of freedom through musical experiences. Dmitri Shostakovich's symphonies are a prime example of art that was created under censorship but ultimately served as an essential outlet for audiences' anxiety, fear and hope.
Art is one of humanity's great empathic mediums, and we should not underestimate its ability to move people in unexpected ways. In the case of "The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs," I find myself hoping that U.S. DOGE Service apparatchiks come to this production. Perhaps members of the team (or Elon Musk himself) would gain something from this story of a misguided and brilliant man who acquires power but temporarily loses all sense of humanity and even reason, hurting those around him and harming his own company. I think about what could be gleaned from seeing "Hamilton" or "Fellow Travelers" at the capital's defining artistic venue -- stories about our shared American cultural history, delivered in ways that resonate with contemporary audiences and replete with lessons we still need to learn.
Americans should remember the words of President John F. Kennedy: "In serving his vision of the truth, the artist best serves his nation." In a divided world, we need connection -- including the shared emotional journey as we hear a symphony with no direct link to the current situation. When artists self-censor, they unwittingly do the work of the oppressing body, becoming active participants in the very silencing they want to prevent. We need the arts to unite us, galvanize us into action, help us embrace new perspectives, question ourselves and our world -- and, perhaps most of all, to practice empathy, something that of late has been in stunningly short supply.
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A video game glitch spawned baseball's most unlikely fan club
Derek Law is accustomed to life as a largely anonymous middle reliever. But when he met three teens whose fandom is rooted in "MLB The Show," pure joy followed.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-05-08

Nationals reliever Derek Law meets his fan club. (Photo courtesy of Trent Woods) 


It is easy for a middle reliever to fall into anonymity. A demotion is almost always closer than an all-star nod. Jersey numbers are often closer to 100 than they are to 1. Postgame interview questions more frequently focus on the mistakes that cost their team a game, not the shut-down innings that helped lock down a win.
After eight years in the majors, Washington Nationals right-hander Derek Law is accustomed to life on the outside. Fine with it. Jovial, even. The 34-year-old with a big smile estimates that once a year -- no, once every two years -- he will see someone wearing one of his name and number  in the stands.
So imagine his surprise Sunday at Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati, when he spotted three teenagers, all repping his jersey. And imagine the three teenagers' surprise when he embraced them with open arms.
"I was like, 'What's going on?'" Law said.
"I think about [meeting him] every three seconds, and it still puts a smile on my face every time," Trent Woods said.

Trey Woods, Kooper Dean and Trent Woods met Washington Nationals reliever Derek Law at Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati on May 4.


Here, Sunday, was the first meeting of the Derek Law fan club. Present: Three 18-year-olds from Louisville, twins Trent and Trey Woods, and their friend, Kooper Dean. Plus the man himself, who wandered over from the visitors' dugout on a spring afternoon. The teens were so euphoric they jumped in delight. Law, in Nationals red, was so charmed, he held his cap over his heart.
What brought all this about -- the jerseys, the scene, the joy? It started with a glitch in a video game.
In the "Diamond Dynasty" mode of "MLB The Show," gamers compete against each other with teams composed of baseball cards. The better the player, the better the rating. The better the rating, the better they are in the video game. Generally speaking. For real-life MLB players, though, the game's creators concocted a special twist, called "Real 99s." It scrapped the rating system, and gave the player a 99 rating for his own card. In simple terms, it meant that real MLB players could play with a juggernaut version of themselves.
But a glitch in last year's version of the game meant anyone could get a "Real 99" card on their team. The three teenagers scrolled and scrolled, looking to exploit the bug, until they landed on a random player with the "Real 99" rating. It was Law.
They threw an immaculate inning with him and figured, well, might as well become fans.
This is something Law, who played "MLB The Show" when he was younger, could understand and relate to. He remembers what it was like to love an unheralded role player in real life simply because he dominated with them in the video game.
"Like, honestly, my guy was like -- I loved Colby Rasmus randomly, and I liked Matt Wieters, because I was really good in the game with him," Law said. "And like, if I ever had a chance to meet them, that'd be so cool, right? Those were two of my guys."
Through video-game Derek Law, the trio had attached themselves to a real-life happy-go-lucky presence in the Washington's bullpen. But they also just so happened to pick quite a character, too.
Law is the only reliever who has semi-reliably used the team's popular bullpen cart since the start of 2024. He runs out to the song "High Hopes," by Panic! at the Disco, because it was the soundtrack to a Sonic compilation video that his kids liked. TV cameras have captured him placing gummy bears on the dugout railing for good luck.
And he never, ever, ever wants to stop pitching, becoming the most valuable arm in Manager Dave Martinez's bullpen last year. That came with a price: Law hasn't appeared under the ballpark lights at all in 2025; He dealt with some "general soreness" in spring training, and by late March, had decided he just wouldn't be ready for Opening Day.
But that same month, back in Kentucky, a plan began to take shape. The three teens  bought tickets to Washington's May 3 game against the Cincinnati Reds with seats next to the bullpen. At the ballpark,  they typed out messages in big letters on their phones, asking Nationals relievers to grab Law. Bullpen coach Rickey Bones threw some signed baseballs their way, but the group was otherwise out of luck.
Law wasn't on the injured list with forearm inflammation when they bought the tickets. And they weren't privy to his game day habits and rituals, which on this night, kept him out of the bullpen.
"If we're winning, then I usually stay in the dugout," Law said.

Derek Law has not pitched this season and is on the injured list for Washington. (John McDonnell/AP Photo) 


And so, another plan hatched. The Woods twins and Dean learned where Washington's team bus would depart. After the game, an 11-6 Washington win, they waited outside for an hour. They never saw the Nationals board. Law didn't see them either, until he was already on the bus.
But as the bus started to drive away, they ran after it, arms waving. Law laughed. And then, 45 minutes later, checked his DMs.
One of the teens had reached out, and told Law they had just missed him. A stunned Law pressed them to come to Sunday's game. They didn't have tickets. He sent them over -- section 112, about 26 rows back.
"I started screaming and crying," Trent Woods said over Zoom a few days later.
The Woods twins called off work at Papa Johns, telling their boss they had somewhere important to be, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
"They didn't understand it then," Trey Woods said. "I think they kind of understand it a little now."
They left their homes in Louisville for the second day in a row and drove two hours to Great American Ball Park. Upon entering, they made a beeline for the dugout. Right-hander Cole Henry noticed the three teens and headed back into the clubhouse. Pitching coach Jim Hickey wandered over, clearly amused himself, grinned and took a photo.
And then, euphoria. The trio lost their minds when Law walked out of the dugout. Law removed his cap once he saw them and placing it over his heart as a sign of respect. First, he addressed the elephant in the room -- one of the Woods twins, Trent, was sporting a bootleg Nationals cherry blossom jersey, with No. 56 on the back. Which is close, but not quite right. Law wears No. 58 with Washington. Law just went with it, though, and added a No. 56 at the end of his autograph.

Trey Woods, Kooper Dean and Trent Woods in thier Derek Law jerseys. (Photo courtesy of Trent Woods) 


He spent about five minutes chatting with them and signing everything they owned -- their jerseys, their caps, a couple of baseballs and a Teddy Roosevelt Funko Pop. All the while, he heard their road to fandom. He was humbled. They were starstruck. He admitted it made him a little emotional -- he didn't expect fans to think of him in such a manner.
"For me, it's probably just -- like, I mean, he's an MLB player. It's so not natural for them to interact with fans that much," Dean said. "But he was totally cool. It was just so awesome."
"I've never met a famous person before," Trent Woods said, "and the fact that he's my first one is just awesome."
As for Law: "I think it was just cool because I could relate to it. I love that."

(Photo courtesy of Trent Woods) 
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Carolina's game plan isn't a surprise. Can the Capitals stop it?
"That game's over now. We've moved on," Capitals center Nic Dowd said of Game 1. "We can learn from it, no question, but you can't sulk on it."
By Bailey Johnson | 2025-05-08

The Capitals dropped Game 1 of their second-round series against the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday night. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


The Washington Capitals were shelled and shell-shocked by the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 1 of their second-round playoff series Tuesday night. By Wednesday morning, at their optional practice, they were no happier than they were after losing in overtime, but there was a firm set to the jaws of players and coaches as they started to pick up the pieces ahead of Thursday's Game 2.
"That game's over now. We've moved on," center Nic Dowd said. "We can learn from it, no question, but you can't sulk on it. ... Even if we had won, that game's over with. Now we have another potential six games, and we'll start with [Thursday]."
The Capitals, in former coach Bruce Boudreau's view, had no answers for the Hurricanes in Game 1. They were outshot 33-14, allowed 94 shot attempts while registering just 34 and were fighting an uphill battle against Carolina's swarming, smothering pressure.
And yet, at the end of the night, it was a one-goal game, and Washington almost came away with a win.

Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery said his team's "entire game was not good" after its Game 1 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes on May 6.


"Washington never touched the puck [Tuesday] night," said Boudreau, who coached the Capitals from 2007 to 2012 and now contributes to NHL Network and Monumental Sports Network as an analyst. "But if you look at every time there was a loose puck, it was a Carolina guy on it first. Their back pressure was great. They were checking from behind. The Caps had no answer whatsoever.
"And you know what? They could've very easily won the game. Tom Wilson had a chance in the third period. ... They got great goaltending. But if Carolina plays like that, they're going to be difficult to beat."
The Hurricanes' system isn't complicated. Washington Coach Spencer Carbery said Wednesday that it's the "easiest pre-scout" because Carolina is the most predictable team in the NHL. He didn't mean it as a slight; he meant it as a compliment because everyone knows what the Hurricanes want to do, yet they still excel at it.
"They just get it deep, outwork you. They shoot everything at the net, and that's what they do," Boudreau explained. "To me, it's all about their work ethic and the little things that [Hurricanes Coach] Rod Brind'Amour used to do as a player. They've got great sticks. They're always in shooting lanes. It makes it difficult for you to get shots on goal, as was the case [Tuesday]. It makes life tough for you.
"But if you were to go in there on a trade, it's pretty simple to get acclimated to what you're supposed to do. You work hard, you get the puck out, you get the puck in, you go to the net, and you shoot. That's really a simple thing, but [Tuesday], they did it to a T."
The Capitals knew what to expect from the Hurricanes. But their knowledge and familiarity didn't translate to success, and Carbery admitted Tuesday night that he was surprised by his team's performance.

The Capitals will meet the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 2 on Thursday. (Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 


It was a combination, in Carbery's view, of Carolina executing and Washington having little to say about it. The Capitals are at their best when they play with a similar work ethic to the Hurricanes, though there's no team in the NHL that can match Carolina's diligence on every loose puck of every shift. But Tuesday, on the Capitals' home ice, the game played out on Carolina's terms.
"It's not as much what they did but what we didn't do," winger Brandon Duhaime said. "We kind of got to look in the mirrors at ourselves and just improve."
"The goal is to suffocate teams in the [offensive] zone to the point where you're punting the puck out, they're probably keeping a guy or two on and changing a guy and quick-upping it and they're right back down your throat," Dowd said. "They obviously do a really good job of that. Their defensemen do a really good job of closing on space. ... All in all, I don't think we played a very good game, so we'll obviously be looking to get back to what we do best."
The Capitals know they need to defend less and play on the offensive side of the puck more if they're going to flip Game 2 in their favor. But everything the Hurricanes do is built around making it as challenging as possible for their opponent to possess the puck -- and therein lies the significant task of exerting force against Carolina, the NHL's most forceful team.
"To summarize it and put it [in] probably as basic terms as I possibly can, we can't defend for the amount of time that we defended [Tuesday], be under attack for as long as we were and expect to have success in this series," Carbery said. "... You're not going to eliminate what they do well; you just have to get it back to balancing out. We didn't get nearly enough on their half [of the ice]; they were in our end for way too long."
Dowd, Duhaime and Carbery were emphatic that there's no panic after one loss and that they know what needs to change in Game 2.
"It's not saying we're going to have 94 shot attempts like the Carolina Hurricanes. I don't think that's our game," Dowd said. "But I think at the same point, we have to do a better job of stressing their defensemen in the offensive zone. All hockey players are liable to make the same mistakes under pressure. I think we just didn't do a good enough job of making them make hurried plays. ... It's a seven-game series. It's a long series, and we'll do a better job of doing that."
Watching from afar, Boudreau believes the Capitals will do what they need to do.
"They knew what [the Hurricanes] were going to do systematically. But I don't know if they expected the pace that Carolina played at," he said. "That's where they went: 'Oh, wow. They're playing a lot faster than they did in the last two weeks of the season when we played them.'
"The one thing about the Caps is they'll learn by their mistakes. They'll come out so much better [Thursday]."

(Geoff Burke/Imagn Images) 
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The Warriors must learn to survive without their 'Petty King'
Golden State has other players who can score, but there is no replacing the soul and magic of Stephen Curry.
By Sally Jenkins | 2025-05-08

"Steph Curry is the most authentically confident player I've ever been around," former Warriors general manager Bob Myers said. (Abbie Parr/AP)


Beware the loss of the "Petty King." It's the only nickname that adequately captures all that Stephen Curry is to the Golden State Warriors. The Petty King is domineering yet jaunty. He is aware of his supreme power yet chooses to treat it as a plaything. He displays his gifts with a casual tilt. This is what makes him so deceptive. He's a king, yet small things are not beneath him. After all, daggers are small things, too.
As his self-chosen title suggests, the Petty King wears his crown with a jester's sense of fun. This gives him and his team a sense of relaxed ease in the sweating, muscled, pressured pursuit that is the NBA. In fact, the Petty King is never more dangerous than when he grins, a thin disappearing smile without showing his teeth, a mirthless little troll's smile. The Petty King tends to smile in the big moment because he knows who he is. "I'm a winner," he said last week.
But who will the Warriors be without their Petty King? When Curry left Game 1 of the Western Conference semifinals against the Minnesota Timberwolves on Tuesday after just 13 minutes because of a hamstring injury, the Warriors found a way to cobble together a victory on the backs of Buddy Hield and Jimmy Butler. Winning an entire series without him, however, is a different proposition, and given the nature of hamstrings, he will be out at least one week. The Petty King is not merely the Warriors' leader. The 37-year-old seems to be their entire inspiriting motive. He gives them more than points and assists; the Petty King is an entire attitude.
"If you want to win at the highest level, you have to embrace the hard," Curry said Sunday night after daggering the Houston Rockets in Game 7 with 14 points in the fourth quarter. "... You just got to just embrace it, have fun with it, show up with a kind of killer instinct."
The Warriors can replace Curry's deep threes and his blow-by drives. After all, there's a strong argument that Butler has been their more critical game-determinant, lifting them from a 25-26 record after he was acquired from the Miami Heat. But replacing the Petty King's psyche, his ringwraith's fear-striking essence -- that's a trickier matter.
So much of what the Petty King does for the Warriors is barely detectable. Subtle. Just like his trolling style. The Petty King does not traffic in overtly mean trash talk. But, oh, does he get the last word. After the Warriors knocked out the Rockets in Game 7, there he was, wearing tinted shades at a late news conference. It was a pointed send-up of the Rockets' Dillon Brooks and Alperen Sengun, who cockily had worn shades to a news conference after a victory two games earlier. "Petty King," teammate Draymond Green posted on Threads, with a split-screen pic of the victims and a series of laughing-til-he-cried emojis.

Houston's Jalen Green tries to keep up with Stephen Curry in Game 7 of their first-round series. (Tim Warner/Getty Images)


The Petty King teases opponents on the court in the same way. He wears them out tracking his feints and jabbings, "trying to figure out where the holes, where the pockets, where the openings are." Defenders have to make continual micro-decisions and adjustments every fractional second, responding to his ball swipes and foot slides -- will he shoot it, kick it, swing it, or does he mean to drive? -- and if you pause, he goes slipping through the paltriest crack in the defense.
"Space or no space, Steph is going to Steph," Butler said. "I see it on Instagram all the time. He's going to make incredible shots. He's going to get the ball to everybody where they're comfortable in space."
The game is simply "much easier when we've got him," Butler said. Curry went scoreless for 23 minutes and had just eight points entering the fourth quarter in Game 7 against the Rockets, who triple-teamed him. Yet he still found 14 points in the final stretch, and they won comfortably. "It's a hard job for him, because he's always got three people on him and he's always making the right play, over and over and over again," Butler said afterward.
Sometimes it almost seems the Petty King likes things to be so hard, because the harder they are, that's when his mentality looms largest, and it can crack open a game. Remember that 2016 playoff game against Portland when he made 2 of 13 three-point attempts in regulation, only to set an NBA record with 17 points in overtime? Former Warriors general manager Bob Myers, in a recent SiriusXM interview, summarized the aromatherapy-like effect that the Petty King's mentality has on his teammates in the clutch.
Most players, Myers observed, are "insecure. And I don't say that in a bad way, meaning, like, they have a bad game, they question themselves, they maybe go on a bad streak or they question their ability. Steph Curry is the most authentically confident player I've ever been around. Legit belief in his ability, doesn't waver. And that is so rare. ... When you play with guys like that, you always believe you have a chance. If you're in a huddle with Curry ... you look at that guy and you go, 'He's going to get us there.'"
The Petty King can't get them there from the bench, sitting on an ice pack. That job now falls to the main collective of Butler, Hield and Green, all of them over 30 and trying to fend off a franchise led by the 23-year-old legs of Anthony Edwards. The goal has become to buy time, to "hold down the fort," as Butler said, until the Petty King can resume his rightful place.
Other players are important, even indispensable, but the Petty King is irreplaceable.
"That's who he is, to me, to us, to y'all, to the world," Butler said.
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The Celtics collapsed against the Knicks in Game 1. Then they did it again.
New York overcame a 20-point deficit in the second half for the second time in as many games, earning a 91-90 win in Boston for a 2-0 series lead in the Eastern Conference semifinals.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-08

New York's Mikal Bridges and OG Anunoby defend the Celtics' Jayson Tatum during the final sequence of Game 2. (David Butler II/IMAGN IMAGES via Reuters Connect)


The Boston Celtics completed a 20-point collapse against the New York Knicks in Game 1 at TD Garden on Monday by being unable to get up a potential game-tying shot on the final possession of a 108-105 overtime loss. With that bitter defeat still fresh in their minds, the defending NBA champions returned Wednesday night to complete another 20-point collapse against the Knicks on their home floor in Game 2 by failing to attempt a potential game-winning shot on the final possession of a 91-90 defeat.
After sweeping the Knicks in four regular season games and entering this Eastern Conference semifinal as heavy favorites, the Celtics suddenly find themselves in a 2-0 hole as the series shifts to Madison Square Garden for Saturday's Game 3. The Knicks are two wins from their first Eastern Conference finals appearance since 2000.
"I trust the type of guys that we have," Celtics Coach Joe Mazzulla said. "At the end of the day, we have to find a way to win. We've done it before. I take solace in the fact that we have a challenge ahead of us and we have a chance to go after it together. We've got to do it. We've got no choice. We've got to figure it out."
There was plenty for the Celtics to lament about their twin disintegrations, which puts them in a tougher spot than they faced at any point during their 2024 title run. Boston never trailed in a series last season, and it never suffered more than one loss to any of its four opponents en route to its first championship since 2008. The last time the Celtics trailed 2-0 in the playoffs was the 2023 Eastern Conference finals, which they lost in seven games to the Miami Heat.
The parallels between the first two games were eerie. Boston built a 75-55 lead midway through the third quarter in Game 1; it led 73-53 in Game 2. The Celtics' three-point-heavy offense ran dry down the stretch of both games, producing just 16 points on 21 shots in the fourth quarter of Game 1 followed by 17 points on 24 shots in the final period of Game 2.
Boston's deep devotion to the three-point shot was at the heart of both fourth-quarter meltdowns: The Celtics missed 13 of 15 shots from deep in the final period of Game 1; they missed 9 of 11 down the stretch of Game 2.
"I thought we generated some good looks and I thought we had some live ball turnovers, and [the Knicks] took advantage of it," Mazzulla said. "They made the necessary plays to win. We put ourselves in position to do that, and we just didn't make the plays."
Boston stars Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown have not been at their best to start the series. Tatum scored 23 points on 7-for-23 shooting in Game 1, then had 13 points on 5-for-19 shooting in Game 2. Brown posted 23 points on 7-for-20 shooting in Game 1 but slipped to 20 points on 8-for-23 shooting in Game 2. Both will need to be more effective scorers if Boston is going to advance to the Eastern Conference finals for the seventh time in the past nine seasons.
"These are the moments we need to show our resiliency and mental toughness," Brown said. "We can get back in this thing, no question. Obviously, being down 0-2 sucks, but we've got a great group and if I had to select any guys who could get it done, it's this group in the locker room. Two games [we] were up 20 points and somehow end up without wins. It's inexcusable, but we'll learn from it and respond."
The Knicks mounted methodical comebacks with balanced scoring and timely defense. In Game 1, Knicks guard Jalen Brunson scored 11 of his 29 points in the fourth quarter to force overtime, where forward Mikal Bridges hit a clutch three-pointer to fuel the win. In Game 2, Bridges came alive by scoring all 14 of his points in the final period, and Brunson provided the winning margin with a pair of free throws in the closing seconds to finish with 17 points and seven assists.
"We're always going to find a way," Bridges said. "A lot of us on the bench were saying that we've been here before. We were preaching that we were going to win this game. You could look in everybody's eyes and it was a confident look. We were seeing how much time was left and taking it one play at a time because you can't get it all back in one play."
Bridges provided one last dash of deja vu, sealing both wins on the defensive end.
The Celtics inbounded the ball to Brown on the final possession of overtime in Game 1, but Bridges came up with a steal before the all-star forward could attempt a game-tying three-point shot. To close Game 2, Bridges nabbed another steal while double-teaming Tatum, who got stuck in the air and decided to pass out of traffic rather than launch a turnaround jumper that could have won it.
"People always talk about offensive runs, but I think you go on defensive runs as well," Knicks Coach Tom Thibodeau said. "One of the things I really respect about [Bridges] is his demeanor. He just keeps marching forward. He doesn't get too high or too low. He's a great competitor. He finds ways to help us win."
The Knicks bet big on Bridges last summer, trading a package that included five first-round picks to acquire him from the Brooklyn Nets. The 28-year-old forward endured some criticism during an inconsistent season in which his production and efficiency -- 17.6 points per game on 35.4 percent three-point shooting -- dropped from his final season with the Nets.
"This team is just special," Karl-Anthony Towns said. "The guys in here stay connected even through the bad. We just find a way. We just never quit. We truly play to the last horn. We leave it all on the court. It's only right for all the talk people have done about Mikal, it's when the lights are the brightest that he gets to show his worth."

New York's Jalen Brunson was a key part of another late Knicks rally in Game 2. (Charles Krupa/AP)
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Most D.C. residents favor using city funds on a new NFL stadium, poll finds     
A 55 percent majority of D.C. residents favor using about $850 million in D.C. money to help finance development around a new stadium on the RFK Stadium site.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Jenny Gathright, Emily Guskin, Scott Clement | 2025-05-08

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and the Washington Commanders have proposed a $3.7 billion stadium project on the site of the vacant RFK Stadium. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


As the D.C. Council mulls a $3.7 billion plan to build a new Washington Commanders stadium and adjoining development on the banks of the Anacostia River, most D.C. residents are in favor of using city money to help fund the project, a stark change from opinions three years ago.
A 55 percent majority of D.C. residents favor using about $850 million in District funds to help finance the development around a new stadium on the RFK Stadium site, while 39 percent oppose the idea, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll.
That compares with 47 percent of D.C. residents who supported city funding for a stadium project when asked in 2024 and 30 percent who did so in 2022. Those prior polls did not specify how much city money would be used or where a prospective stadium would be located. Between the 2022 and 2024 polls, Josh Harris purchased the NFL franchise from Daniel Snyder, whose more than two decades as owner were marked by on- and off-field controversies and competitive struggles.
In his 22 months of ownership, Harris and his limited partners have overhauled the organization and invested more than $100 million in upgrades and repairs to the current facilities in Landover, Maryland, and Ashburn, Virginia.
Current support for funding the football stadium is lower than the 64 percent of D.C. residents last year who supported the city paying $500 million for improvements to Capital One Arena.
Harris, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell last week unveiled the details of the $3.7 billion deal, which includes at least $2.7 billion from the team. The 65,000-seat roofed venue would replace the decrepit RFK Stadium, which has sat vacant for nearly eight years, and anchor a sprawling mixed-use development on the 180-acre plot. A majority of the D.C. Council would have to approve such a deal; Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said that a deal to bring a stadium to RFK is likely to go through in some form but that he expects the council will make significant changes to it with the aim of saving some taxpayer money.
"My initial sense is that the deal is very, very, very favorable to the Commanders," Mendelson said during a news conference Monday. "The end goal should be, what is the best deal for taxpayers? That is not stadium at any price. That would be stadium at a reasonable price."
The poll, conducted by The Post and George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government, was conducted by phone from April 22 to May 4, using a random sampling of 651 adult residents of D.C., with an error margin of plus or minus 4.6 percentage points. The poll specified an $850 million price tag based on early reporting of the stadium deal. The full term sheet of the deal announced last week included total costs to D.C. taxpayers of around $1 billion.
The stadium deal was announced while the poll was being conducted, but support for the proposal did not shift from before (55 percent) to after (54 percent) the plan's details were announced.
Commanders fandom is the strongest factor in stadium support. Seven in 10 Commanders fans living in D.C. favor using $850 million in city money to finance the stadium's development compared with about half as many Washingtonians who say they are not fans of the team (38 percent are in support, while 55 percent are opposed).
Sports fans in the District who are not Commanders fans narrowly oppose funding the stadium -- 51 percent to 44 percent -- while a 63 percent majority of those who say they are not sports fans oppose using city coffers to fund the football stadium.
"You know how much revenue it's going to make for the city?" said Ward 1 resident Barbara Barto, a hockey and Washington Nationals fan who said the proposal should not come as a shock to neighborhood residents. "Sometimes you've got to give a little to get a little. ... If you live in that neighborhood and didn't know there was a stadium there, you weren't opening your eyes. There's a stadium there."
Under the terms unveiled last week, the District would help fund stadium infrastructure, parking facilities and recreation improvements. The largest chunk of its contribution -- $500 million -- would come from the Sports Facilities Fee (formerly the Ballpark Fee), a tax on businesses earning $5 million or more. D.C. would also invest $202 million for utilities infrastructure, roadways and a Metro transit study. Events DC, the convention and sports authority for the District, would add in $181 million for parking garages.
The District would purchase other parking facilities from the Commanders in 2032 for $175 million, a future cost that will be funded by stadium revenue after the venue is up and running.
Support for public funding for the stadium is strongest in Wards 7 and 8, with 63 percent in favor; Ward 7 is home to the RFK site. In Wards 1 and 2, a similar 60 percent favor financing a football stadium.
Wayne Young, a 65-year-old Ward 7 resident, is not a fan of the Commanders but finds the proposal "exciting" and isn't "frightened" by the use of city money for the project.
"What frightens me is that people don't speak of the revenue it will generate," he said. "So, the reality is people need a balance between the revenue spent and the revenue that it will generate. ... What I want to hear more is the other part to see what the balance is. The part that is not discussed is the revenue it will bring in, in the short term and long term."
About half (51 percent) of residents in Wards 5 and 6 favor using city money for the project (40 percent oppose), while opinion is roughly split in Wards 3 and 4 (46 percent in favor, 49 percent opposed). Support is stronger on the east side of the Anacostia River (74 percent) than the west side (49 percent).
"The economic literature is not really supportive of public financing for stadiums," said Troy Kravitz, a Ward 3 resident and fan of the Philadelphia Eagles, the Commanders' divisional rivals. "You can make an argument to support the D.C. Council being in favor based upon the risk of that land being left vacant for a long time, but I don't think they should justify it on the belief that it's a good use of public funds."
Carlos Gatti, 27, a Commanders fan who lives in Ward 6, believes public funding is reasonable so long as it provides a "long-term benefit" to the community surrounding the stadium. "If not, I think the Commanders should be paying for it," he said.
More Black Washingtonians favor funding the development (62 percent) than White Washingtonians (53 percent) or those who are Asian, Hispanic or another race (44 percent). And more Black men favor the football development than Black women -- 70 percent vs. 57 percent are in favor (54 percent of Black men "strongly" favor funding development of the stadium). Similar shares of White men and White women support using city money to develop a stadium (54 percent and 52 percent, respectively).

From left, Commanders owner Josh Harris, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell in April. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Council members have expressed mixed views on the proposal. One lawmaker, Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), opposes a stadium on that site in any form. Others, like Mendelson, Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) and Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), have expressed opposition to public money financing a stadium or said they want the city to get a better deal, while Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) has said he wants to see certain changes to the deal before supporting it -- including guarantees for additional community benefits. Christina Henderson (I-At Large), Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3) and Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) are skeptical of the high price tag but have not committed to a position, preferring to wait and examine the full details. Four council members -- Anita Bonds (D-At Large), Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large) and Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7) -- have said they support the deal. One council seat is vacant.
"I think the council will recognize what an incredible opportunity that this is, as we did, and hopefully come around," Harris, the Commanders owner, said last week. " ... It's just an incredible project for D.C."
The stadium deal is set to appear in Bowser's fiscal 2026 budget proposal, which she has yet to unveil to the public and council in full. A term sheet Bowser agreed on with the team set a mid-July deadline for council approval, though Mendelson has said that the deadline may not be realistic.
All council members agree that the land -- which D.C. now controls due to an act of Congress in December -- is an opportunity for the city and should be developed with amenities such as housing, retail and parks. In an interview on WAMU 88.5's "The Politics Hour" last week, Bowser said she felt council members were most convinced by the argument that a stadium would help guarantee quick development at the RFK site, which has been sitting largely abandoned for years, surrounded by empty parking lots.
The stadium, Bowser said, "gives us a sure route to a productive site in 2030" -- the team's goal for a stadium opening. "Otherwise, in 2030 we will still be talking about the plans and what could go there."
Harris purchased the Commanders from Snyder in July 2023 for a then-record price of $6.05 billion. After the team went 4-13 in his first season, Harris began a mass overhaul of the football operations, hiring General Manager Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn, before turning his focus to the business operations.
With quarterback Jayden Daniels, the No. 2 overall pick in the 2024 draft, the Commanders finished 12-5 last season and made it to the NFC championship game for the first time in 33 years.
"Washington is an incredible franchise, and the people of the DMV love football," Harris said in a video call with The Post on Monday. "All you can do in my spot is to put great people around, support them, create a big vision for elite performance on and off the field, and then push them and drive it. It's hard to predict an NFC championship game in your second year."
A week after Harris revealed the D.C. stadium deal alongside Bowser and Goodell, the trio returned downtown for a news conference with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office for another announcement. The District in 2027 will host the NFL draft, one of the league's marquee events, which Harris and Goodell said they hope will draw more than a million attendees.
"Then all those people will create a lot of economic activity," Harris said. "D.C. will be able to show itself as what it is, which is an incredibly vibrant place. So, it will be amazing for the city and it'll showcase the city as the construction is going on."
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What we learned about the Mystics after a quick preseason
Washington dropped both games on its exhibition slate but offered some positive glimpses before their regular season opener next week.
By Kareem Copeland | 2025-05-08

The Mystics lost both of their preseason games but had some good moments against the Indiana Fever on Saturday and the Atlanta Dream on Wednesday. (Geoff Stellfox/Getty Images)


Sonia Citron lay sprawled out on the court like a starfish, trying to catch her breath before slowly working to her feet.
Seconds before, the No. 3 pick in last month's WNBA draft ran into a brick wall of a screen set by one of the most recognizable faces in the league -- future Hall of Famer Brittney Griner.
Welcome to the WNBA, rookie.
"I feel so, so welcomed to the league," Citron said with a laugh. "I'm just trying to defend my person and, clearly, I didn't see her. She's a big, strong woman. So, she definitely got me good."
The Washington Mystics wrapped up their two-game exhibition schedule Wednesday in a wire-to-wire 80-70 loss to the Atlanta Dream at CareFirst Arena. They fell, 79-74 in overtime, to the Indiana Fever Saturday in Indianapolis.
In two very different games, the Mystics gave a glimpse of what their season could look like. They played an exciting, fast-paced transition game at times. Their halfcourt offense looked confused at others. They showed flashes of individual brilliance, but they had too many turnovers and defensive breakdowns.
In other words, they looked like the young, inexperienced team that they are.
"We have babies, so they're learning," veteran guard Brittney Sykes said.
Before the Mystics open the regular season next week with a new general manager (Jamila Wideman) and coach (Sydney Johnson) leading a reconstructed staff and guiding a youth movement, here are five things to know after their exhibition games.
The biggest talking point of training camp focused on the new eight-seconds-or-less offense being implemented that emphasizes three-pointers and layups. Johnson wants his team to play fast and look to score in transition in the first eight seconds of the shot clock before backing out and setting up specific actions. That seemed to work well at times, particularly with the first unit, but less so at others.
After his team shot 37.8 percent and had 22 turnovers in the opening game, Johnson wanted better ball security, more offensive aggression and increased shot making Wednesday. The Mystics shot 41.5 percent against the Dream but finished the preseason a combined 10 for 47 from behind the arc. The turnovers improved slightly with 18 against Atlanta.
The offense started strong against the Fever but had a slow beginning against the Dream. Washington outscored Atlanta 60-50 in the last three quarters after falling behind 30-10 in the opening quarter.
"I thought we were moving in slow motion the entire first quarter," Johnson said. "We just did not have our pace and our intent and our passion. And so that affected everything. ... I thought the second, third, fourth quarter was more like us."
The Mystics emphasize one-on-one defense that challenges each individual. The defensive principles certainly include helping out once a defender is beaten, shading to assist against a certain player and rotations to help the helper. But the Mystics don't call for as many switches as some teams who do so against nearly every screen.
"That's the biggest thing -- just stopping the ball," Sykes said. "Keeping it in front of us ... getting in the gaps and just understanding whatever team we're playing, those defensive schemes. I feel like switching in general ... it's something of [an] emergency, not something of convenience. We err more on the side of that, yes -- we want to switch when it is deemed necessary, not when we're tired."
The Mystics held the Fever to 30.3 percent shooting and forced 18 turnovers, and their stops allowed them to get out in transition. The Dream shot 40.3 percent and had 14 turnovers, but that was after shooting 50 percent with just two turnovers in the first quarter.
"Most teams want to play fast, so on the inverse side as a defense, we want to slow them down," Mystics assistant coach and defensive coordinator Jessie Miller said. "On offense, players want to be comfortable so they can get their shots. We want to make people uncomfortable."
Sug Sutton got the start at point guard in the first game and played nearly 31 minutes. Jade Melbourne started the second game and played just over 21 minutes. This competition probably will go up to the regular season opener and even beyond.
Sutton is more of a pass-first pure point guard, and Melbourne plays with elite speed and an ability to get to the rim. Neither has mastered consistency in their short careers. Turnovers were an issue for both as they try to be aggressive in the new scheme while learning the tendencies of new teammates. The two players also will sometimes be on the court at the same time, but this will continue to be a work in progress.
Johnson has stressed the need for his point guard to serve as another coach on the floor.
"I just feel like it's going to be back and forth between the two of them," Johnson said. "And what I love is they compete. But then, as soon as we break the huddle, it's all love. That's like a pro attitude between the two of them."

Jade Melbourne is competing for the starting point guard job. (Geoff Stellfox/Getty Images)


The first-round draft picks -- Citron, Kiki Iriafen and Georgia Amoore -- are safely on the team, even if Amoore's ACL injury leaves the Mystics with a technical decision to make regarding her status.
Citron shined in the preseason opener with 15 points, four rebounds, two assists, one steal and one block in 22 minutes. She struggled a bit Wednesday, finishing with five points and four turnovers, though she proved again to be a sticky defender. Iriafen had a slow start in the opener with seven points, five rebounds and four turnovers, but she bounced back with 12 points, six rebounds and no turnovers against Atlanta.
"The biggest thing is Coach Johnson just told me to slow down," Iriafen said. "I feel like sometimes I get so excited, so I'm moving faster than I need to. So he told me to just let the game come to me, and I feel like once I did that ... that's when good things happen for me rather than forcing it."
The Mystics already waived Morgan Jones and JoJo Lacey, and it appears Lucy Olsen, Zaay Green and Ashten Prechtel are fighting for the final spot or two. Khadijiah Cave seems unlikely to make the roster.
Shakira Austin missed both exhibition games with an unspecified right leg injury after being a late addition to the injury report before the first game. She has gone through individual workouts this week but has not practiced with the team. Johnson called her day-to-day and was unsure whether she would be able to practice with the team Friday after a day off Thursday.
"I'm optimistic about having her with us this season," Johnson said. "Honestly, I don't want to jinx her. I'm hoping it's the first game, but I don't have a crystal ball."
Aaliyah Edwards remains out with a lower back contusion; the Mystics said she would be reevaluated May 15.
Amoore hasn't officially been ruled out for the season, but Johnson has mentioned 2026 when discussing the rookie's availability.
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Michael Soroka comes undone after five strong innings in his Nats return
The former Braves all-star, making his second start for Washington, goes five scoreless before the Guardians rally for eight in the sixth.
By Andrew Golden | 2025-05-07

Michael Soroka gave the Nationals five scoreless innings Wednesday before things went sideways in the sixth. (Brad Mills/Imagn Images) (Brad Mills)


For five innings Wednesday afternoon at Nationals Park, Michael Soroka looked every bit the pitcher Washington hoped it was getting when it signed the right-hander to a one-year, $9 million contract in December. He was dazzling against the Cleveland Guardians, allowing just two hits and putting a string of zeros on the scoreboard.
In the sixth, he came undone -- and the Nationals' bullpen didn't exactly ride to his rescue in an 8-6 loss. Staked to a three-run lead, Soroka allowed back-to-back singles by Steven Kwan and Daniel Schneemann to start the inning before plunking Jose Ramirez to load the bases. Then came a slider to Carlos Santana that hung over the heart of the plate. Santana didn't miss it, pulling it down the right field line for a three-run double that knotted the score and ended Soroka's afternoon.
"The only pitch I really, really want back is that pitch to Santana," Soroka said. "I just probably threw it about six inches too high. He's a good hitter, and he made me pay. ... As a whole, I thought I threw the ball pretty well until that point."
Making his first start in more than a month after straining his right biceps in his Nationals debut March 31, Soroka threw 78 pitches, 53 for strikes. He struck out eight and walked two.
After his departure, Jorge Lopez allowed a single to Gabriel Arias, threw a wild pitch and walked Bo Naylor before Angel Martinez hit a two-run single to put the Guardians ahead. By that point, Manager Dave Martinez had seen enough and went to Andrew Chafin. Things didn't get much better. Chafin allowed a run to score on a wild pitch, another on a groundout and one more on a single by Ramirez before retiring Santana on a groundout, finally ending the eight-run inning.
In all, 13 Guardians batted in the sixth. Soroka was charged with four runs, Lopez three (without retiring a batter, raising his ERA to 7.41) and Chafin one. Cole Henry went the rest of the way for the Nationals (17-21), pitching three scoreless innings.
"If you say you put eight zeros on the board, it's usually a good day," Soroka said. "It just happened that they all came across in that inning."
Trailing 8-3, the Nationals rallied with three runs in the seventh, all coming with two outs. CJ Abrams hit an RBI single and Amed Rosario added a two-run single to make it 8-6. James Wood doubled to put the tying run in scoring position, and Nathaniel Lowe walked. But Alex Call flied out with the bases loaded, ending the rally.
Washington went 4 for 19 with runners in scoring position and left 15 runners on base.
"We did a good job of grinding it out the whole game," Call said. "We would've liked to get a few more runs in and win the game, but I think it was a great response by us and we'll move forward."
The most positive takeaway for the Nationals was the success of Soroka, a first-round draft pick of the Braves in 2015 who, for five innings at least, looked as though he rediscovered the form that made him an all-star in 2019, when he went 13-4 over 29 starts for Atlanta.
In the clubhouse before the game, outfielder Jacob Young walked up to Soroka, patted him on the back and said, "Welcome back, baby." A few minutes later, Soroka walked toward catcher Keibert Ruiz, who perked up when he saw his batterymate and said: "You ready? It's go time."
The 27-year-old was brought in to be a stabilizing presence in a young rotation. But the Calgary native spent more than a month on the injured list after going five innings in his Nationals debut in Toronto during the season's first week. His return Wednesday caused some roster ripples -- Eduardo Salazar, who had a 9.77 ERA in 17 relief appearances, was sent to Class AAA Rochester. Brad Lord, who had filled Soroka's rotation spot, will return to the bullpen, where he opened the season.
Soroka started fast, striking out two of the first three batters he faced, both looking. The Guardians tried a few approaches against Soroka, but nothing seemed to work during their first two trips through the order.
Soroka pounded the strike zone in the first three innings, throwing 26 of his first 36 pitches for strikes and playing to the aggression of the Guardians (22-15).
Cleveland tried to show more patience its second time through the order -- with little success. Soroka's curveball, which he threw 13 times, was particularly effective, generating six whiffs.
"Really, really good," Martinez said of Soroka's curveball. "He was keeping it down most of the game. It's good to have him back. If he keeps pitching like that, we're in good shape."
The Nationals missed a key chance in the fifth after loading the bases with one out. Dylan Crews, who finished 0 for 4 to drop his batting average to .188, lined out to second before Young lined out to right. The Nationals' inability to add to their 3-0 lead came back to haunt them in the sixth.
Soroka entered the inning at 67 pitches, so Martinez rolled the dice and let him face the Guardians' order for a third time. The move backfired.
"When you get a team like that, they're just like we are," Martinez said. "They're going to come back. They're not going to quit. ... It's the middle innings where we have a chance to put teams away. We got to work good at-bats and put a team away."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/07/nationals-michael-soroka-injury-return/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



He's the curious son of an engineer. His latest project? A new pitch.
The kick change, a pitch slowly gaining traction in baseball, has ties to a former Nationals' minor leaguer, who found a way to stay around the game.
By Andrew Golden | 2025-05-07

Leif Strom was a minor league pitcher in the Nationals' system. He's still working in the game. (Edward Maurer/Fredericksburg Nationals) 


To understand the origins of baseball's buzzy new pitch, go all the way back to a 4-year-old boy who just wanted Bubblicious gum and baseball cards. His dad, an engineer, wanted him to understand the mechanics of pitching, so the kid got a Tom House pitching set as he learned the game. At night, he watched Ken Burns on MLB Network. He remained curious. He grew up. He became a ballplayer. His career was short-lived.
But the overactive mind that hurt Leif Strom on the field could help him in other ways. So when Strom's playing days wrapped up, he transitioned into coaching. A few years passed. Then one day, he noticed it. A player he was working with threw a pitch, a changeup, that is different from the rest.
And that was how the kick change was born.
Strom is a former minor leaguer, picked in the 21st round by the Washington Nationals in 2017. He spent four seasons in the minors before his arm told him to quit. These days, he is director of pitching at Tread Athletics, a high-level training facility. And he is part of the group that helped discover and develop the kick changeup -- or kick change, as it is commonly known.
With a kick change, the pitcher's middle finger spikes upward on the ball. The ball comes off the pitcher's ring finger and is pushed forward by the middle finger. It drops more than a traditional changeup, which typically involves fingers gripping the ball upon release.
The pitch is slowly gaining traction in MLB. It doesn't work for everyone, but it is the latest off-speed pitch that pitchers potentially can add into their arsenals.
"Pitch design is specifically special because it's something that you can actually have click in like a second," Strom said. "It takes one time to do it and you're hooked."
Strom's story carries shades of Henry Rowengartner. When he was 14, Strom woke up to an alarming sight: his right hand, turned a nasty angle -- like 90 degrees. It was "horrendous," as Strom himself put it. "I thought a piece my bone was missing," he said. "I didn't understand how my arm looked like that."
His parents took him to the emergency room. An X-ray followed. "And they're like, 'This is the weirdest thing we've seen,'" Strom said. One bone in his arm (the ulna) was significantly shorter than another (the radius). Doctors were stumped. That led Strom and his family to an orthopedic surgeon, which led them to discover that, earlier in Strom's childhood, he had broken his wrist and arm.
The injury had gone undiagnosed at the time, so there were complications from that. One bone had stopped growing -- until Strom hit a growth spurt. The other carried on. Now there were ligament issues and a shift in his arm.
The treatment included an effort to artificially grow Strom's bone. Doctors tried to figure out how tall he would eventually be as an adult and worked to extend his arm as much as they could using those projections. (It didn't quite work; at 27, Strom has one arm longer than the other. There is only so much you can do, he said.) He spent about a year in a cast as his bones reset. He was unable to throw in that time and was unsure whether he could again. But when the cast came off, he picked up a ball.
"I did start pitching again," he said, "because I loved it. I felt I was really good."
He would throw buckets of baseballs for two or three hours a day in the scorching heat in Arizona, where he lived through his junior year, and in facilities in Washington state, where he moved before his senior year. In his childhood home, there's still a drawer with old iPhones. When he visits, Strom plugs one in and goes through its video library, which is full of footage of Strom throwing. There are recordings of MLB games playing on televisions -- essentially footage of footage -- the bootleg way Strom captured video of big league pitchers. And there are videos of Strom trying to replicate those MLB arms.
He threw 78 mph his junior year of high school. By the time he was a sophomore at Pierce College in Washington, he was throwing 97. The Nationals drafted him. He had a 7.40 ERA over four seasons in the minors, in addition to a brief stint in independent ball in 2022.
Strom moved back to Washington after his pitching career ended to work at a facility with his high school coach. In 2023, he joined Tread, an organization led by Ben Brewster, who used to participate in pitching forums that Strom watched growing up. Strom found a new calling: helping pitchers find the success he couldn't before it's too late.
Strom had two goals when developing the kick change. He desired a pitch that could be thrown to left-handed and right-handed hitters. And historically, since some pitchers couldn't throw a changeup because of the way they toss the ball, he wanted to make it easier.
Pitchers can be sorted into two groups: pronators and supinators. Pronators --  think wrist twisting inward and the palm down -- are better at fastballs and off-speed pitches. Supinators -- think wrist twisting outward and the palm up -- are better at breaking pitches but usually struggle with changeups.
In 2023, Strom was working with someone who struggled to throw changeups when he noticed one of their pitches was an anomaly. The pitcher's middle finger was slightly elevated off the ball, which gave it unusual movement.
Briefly, here's a look at that movement: As a pitcher throwing a kick change releases the ball, the middle finger extends out and pushes the baseball's axis. Typically, the kick change has a tendency to drop straight down -- as opposed to traditional changeups, which move more horizontally. But not every kick change is the same.
Over the next six months, Strom and others at Tread continued to develop the pitch. He posted about it on social media in 2024. Slowly, word spread. Last season, San Francisco Giants pitcher Hayden Birdsong -- who doesn't even train at Tread -- started using it and had a lot of success.
"There's a magic component of it," Strom said. "The reason why you see the kick change take off is because it's one of those things that guys can pick up, throw and be like, 'I've never done that with a baseball.' And then they go tell their teammates, 'Hey, check this out.'"
Among those who have picked it up: Clay Holmes (New York Mets), Davis Martin (Chicago White Sox) and Andres Munoz (Seattle Mariners).
The kick change doesn't work for everyone. Most of the Nationals' pitchers don't throw the pitch. Some pitchers already have a strong off-speed pitch -- either a changeup or a splitter. Jackson Rutledge learned his changeup from watching a Pitching Ninja video and likes the feel. Others don't see a potential benefit.
Cole Henry, who trains at Tread, tried it because he heard about the hype. He doesn't use it now -- he likes his changeup and is a pronator -- but he enjoyed watching others try this offseason.
"It's pretty cool, just seeing those guys figure something out and then it kind of just snowballs into how many guys are throwing it now," Henry said. "It's a really cool alternative to someone who couldn't throw a changeup before but now they got one of the nastiest pitches out there."
Reliever Lucas Sims is a natural supinator so, of course, he was curious. He experimented on backfields during spring training and felt comfortable enough to throw it to Kyle Schwarber during Washington's season-opening series against the Philadelphia Phillies. The result?
"Threw one to the backstop," Sims said. "That was a bit of an ego check there. As soon as I threw it, I was kicking myself. Why did you do that?"
Sims didn't execute, but he tried it. That's what Strom takes pride in. That the pitch is gaining popularity and others are experimenting. That he's influencing the game. And that the kick change means there's more innovation to come -- either from him or someone else.
"That's what it's about," Strom said. "It's just stacking wins on top of each other for baseball as a whole so guys just continue to get better and better and the game grows."
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Lawyers tweaked the major NCAA settlement. Is it enough for the judge?
Judge Claudia Wilken will either accept the new terms, ushering in a new economic model for major college athletics, or House v. NCAA could go to trial.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2025-05-08

(Jacob Kupferman/AP) 


If settling the landmark House v. NCAA case was ever a game of chess, it's now a full-on game of chicken between lawyers and U.S. District Judge Claudia Wilken. The latest: After Wilken asked the lawyers last month to change how the settlement would implement new roster limits, they came back with their tweaks Wednesday, saying schools would be permitted -- but not required -- to grandfather in current athletes who have lost spots (or could lose spots) because of the potential legal agreement.
If a school decides to keep any number of those athletes, none would count toward roster limits for the rest of their college careers. If the school does not retain them, these athletes could transfer to another program and not count toward the limit for a new team (also for the rest of their careers). This roster limit exemption also would apply to incoming freshmen who were promised a spot that was then cut because of downsizing for a possible settlement.
The lawyers laid out the changes in a series of filings Wednesday. Will it be enough for Wilken to grant final approval, setting the stage for colleges to start paying their athletes directly as another term of the settlement? Unclear. Time will tell.
Wilken drew a clear line in the sand April 23: Grandfather in active athletes, or she would hold off approving the settlement as written. She gave the two sides -- the NCAA and major athletic conferences on one, the plaintiffs on the other -- two weeks to figure out a response.
In the interim, the lawyers met with one another; with a mediator, as the judge ordered; with administrators from a number of schools; with various conference leaders; and with the attorneys representing the three main groups of objectors to the settlement. But instead of requiring schools to preserve spots for current athletes, as Wilken appeared to be asking, the revised terms would give schools the option to.
To enact that plan, all schools opting into the settlement -- including every power-conference program -- would have to submit a list of the athletes affected by roster cuts. It is unclear whether this will suffice for Wilken.
NCAA officials expect the objecting attorneys to still oppose the settlement. After Wilken ordered revisions in early April, she gave those objectors a day to file one-page response briefs. Her process and timeline for this round of changes was not clear Wednesday.
If approved, the settlement would pay close to $2.8 billion in back damages to former athletes, current athletes and their attorneys. It would resolve three antitrust cases -- House v. NCAA, Carter v. NCAA and Hubbard v. NCAA -- that were challenges to past restrictions on athlete compensation. And, most importantly, it would permit schools to directly pay athletes for the first time, ushering in the next economic model for Division I college sports.
But potential roster caps have been Wilken's hang-up. The settlement would take existing scholarship limits and replace them with those roster caps. For example, under current NCAA rules, a Division I football program can give out a maximum of 85 full scholarships, though it also can have upward of 130 players on the team. Under the House settlement, there would no longer be such scholarship restrictions in any sport. But football teams couldn't carry more than 105 players, meaning many could get cut, including a significant number of walk-ons across the country.
Before Wilken's ultimatum, the attorneys argued that schools already have planned for next year as though the settlement would be approved, cutting athletes in anticipation. For that reason, they explained, tweaking the rollout of roster limits would create chaos. But instead of convincing Wilken, that only made her set the final condition for approval, again putting roster limits front and center. Her next step could decide the settlement's fate.
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Keep 'Utah Hockey Club'? Tusk, tusk. The team is now called the Mammoth.
The new name for Utah's NHL team, which completed its inaugural season after emerging from the ashes of the Arizona Coyotes, was picked by fans through multiple rounds of voting.
By Des Bieler | 2025-05-08

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman poses with team owners Ashley and Ryan Smith after the announcement of the Mammoth team name. (Melissa Majchrzak/AP)


All NHL teams conjure up images of ice, but Utah's new team name goes further by invoking an ice age.
Utah Mammoth, welcome to the league.
The franchise, which went by Utah Hockey Club this season after relocating from Arizona, unveiled its new name Wednesday. A 13-month process that involved multiple rounds of fan balloting and over 850,000 votes, per the team, resulted in Mammoth emerging as the people's choice.
"We love the passion of the people of Utah and the way they showed up for the team during its inaugural season and the energy they brought to voting on its permanent identity," team owners Ryan and Ashley Smith said in a statement. "From day one, we committed that this team would be built with and for the people of Utah, and we are excited to celebrate today's launch with the entire state. The community chose the Utah Mammoth, and it stands as a symbol of who we are, where we came from, and the unstoppable force we're building together."
The first round of voting, held a year ago, featured 20 names. Fans voted from a list that included Utah HC (Hockey Club), Canyons, Yeti, Ice, Mountaineers, Fury, Swarm, Squall, Venom, Caribou, Frost, Freeze, Powder, Glaciers, Black Diamonds, Outlaws, Mammoth, Blast, Blizzard and Hive. That crop was winnowed to six in June, and in January, Mammoth was announced as one of three finalists, along with Outlaws and Utah Hockey Club. Along the way, a pair of options -- Yeti and Wasatch -- fell by the wayside because of branding issues and a lack of fan interest, respectively.
The new name completes a process that began with the steady demise of the Arizona Coyotes after years of ownership changes and struggles to find a profitable home. That franchise began life in 1972 as the Winnipeg Jets of the World Hockey Association before it merged into the NHL in 1979 and then moved to Phoenix, getting renamed the Coyotes, in 1996. Winnipeg regained an NHL team, again called the Jets, when the Atlanta Thrashers moved there in 2011, as the Coyotes were experiencing major financial difficulties. The NHL ultimately stepped in and facilitated a sale last year of the club's hockey assets -- leaving the Coyotes branding in Arizona for a possible rebirth at some point -- to the Smiths, who own the NBA's Utah Jazz and had been awarded an NHL expansion franchise for that market.
Playing at Delta Center in Salt Lake City, also home of the Jazz, the Utah Hockey Club went 38-31-13 and missed the playoffs. Its inaugural season saw it average an NHL-low 11,131 fans per game, but the team said that represented the total number of seats without any visual obstructions in a configuration for an arena not designed for hockey.
"From the second we announced the franchise to the players arriving at the airport and bombarding the airport, and filling the arena when we welcomed the team, and then game after game, win or loss, the energy was so exhilarating and a lot of fun to be a part of," Ashley Smith said Wednesday. "It's the icing on the cake that those same fans chose the Mammoth. We are excited, and Utah should be proud because we get to go build a culture around this strong identity."
The Mammoth name appeared to have accidentally leaked last week when it briefly showed up on the club's YouTube channel (via ESPN). Team executives reportedly did not confirm nor deny that a final decision had been made.
With the official unveiling of the name, the club also has a new rallying cry: "Tusks up." The primary logo, called Mountain Mammoth, visually reflects that phrase and features nods to the Wasatch mountain range and to Utah's shape. According to the team, branding that shows the terms "Utah" and "Mammoth" uses a custom typeface, Mammoth Sans, that "features a 10-degree forward slant that mirrors Utah's mountainous terrain and reflects the team's relentless pursuit of progress."
The club noted Wednesday that mammoth fossils, dating back more than 10,000 years, have been found throughout Utah.
"The mammoth has embodied strength, momentum and an earth-shaking presence -- qualities that are brought to life by the passion of Utah's hockey fans," the team said, "and that mirror the franchise's bold emergence into the NHL. ... Evidence suggests mammoths charged in herds at speeds exceeding 25 miles per hour, comparable to the speeds reached by the fastest skaters in the NHL."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/07/utah-mammoth-new-nhl-team-name/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Warriors brace for life without an injured Stephen Curry
Golden State's superstar guard will miss at least a week after he strained his hamstring during Game 1 of the Western Conference semifinals against the Minnesota Timberwolves.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-07

Golden State Warriors star Stephen Curry had 13 points in 13 minutes before injuring his hamstring in Game 1 against the Minnesota Timberwolves. (David Berding/Getty Images)


MINNEAPOLIS -- Stephen Curry was in the middle of a defensive possession when he first grabbed at the back of his left leg.
The Golden State Warriors star kept playing, clearing a rebound and bringing the ball up the court, but his gait looked off. He passed the ball early and limped back near midcourt, where he grabbed his leg again before testing it once more. Curry looped back toward the paint, received the ball from Draymond Green and lofted a midrange jumper that rimmed home. After an uncomfortable landing, he called for a substitution, hung on for another possession and then walked off the court to the locker room.
Curry's night ended there, midway through the second quarter of Golden State's 99-88 Game 1 victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves in the Western Conference semifinals Tuesday night at Target Center. The diagnosis came back before halftime: Curry had suffered a left hamstring strain. An MRI exam revealed Curry suffered a Grade 1 strain that will sideline him for at least a week, the team announced Wednesday. Though a Grade 1 strain is considered relatively minor, Curry will miss the next three games against the Timberwolves at minimum.
Golden State has rarely had to win in the playoffs without Curry during his 16-year NBA career, but its collective response to his injury Tuesday amounted to a blueprint for handling that challenging task. Warriors Coach Steve Kerr turned over the playmaking duties to Jimmy Butler, leaned on Buddy Hield for some much-needed outside shooting, let Green lead the way on defense and went deep into his bench to keep the lethargic Timberwolves at bay. Minnesota, which hadn't played in nearly a week after eliminating the Los Angeles Lakers in the first round, looked rusty and made just one of its first 20 three-point attempts as it wasted a chance to capitalize on Curry's injury and conceded home-court advantage.
"[Curry] is obviously crushed," Kerr said after the game. "... You have to understand what it takes to win a game without your best player. Tonight was a good indication of that."
When the Warriors returned to the locker room for halftime, Kerr said, Curry was icing his hamstring. In recent months, Curry has referred to this season as Golden State's "last ride," given its aging star trio. The two-time MVP didn't address reporters after the game.
"[Curry] was a little deflated," Green said. "He tried not to show it. He was just in the locker room waiting on guys to come in, waiting to show his support. It was tough on him."
The 37-year-old is the third-oldest rotation player remaining in the playoffs behind Boston Celtics center Al Horford and Timberwolves guard Mike Conley, and he was instrumental in guiding the seventh-seeded Warriors through the play-in tournament and to a first-round series victory over the second-seeded Houston Rockets. Curry's injury came after the Warriors had just one day of rest after closing out the Rockets with a Game 7 victory Sunday.
Kerr leaned more heavily than usual on Curry in the tight series with the Rockets: The 11-time all-star played 46 minutes in the Game 7 win and averaged 38.3 minutes while facing regular double teams and zone defenses from Houston. Curry, who also wore a wrap to protect his injured right thumb in the first-round series, said the Rockets were "one of the toughest defenses I've ever faced," noting their "[physicality] and commitment to take away all the patterns we usually thrive off. They guarded me at half court at times. It was wild."
Once the Warriors built a 3-1 series lead over the Rockets, Kerr made a point to give his veteran stars a breather, playing Curry just 23 minutes in a Game 5 loss in preparation for Game 6 at home and a possible Game 7. But the coach said Tuesday that he wouldn't use a similar strategy to manage the tight turnaround between the first and second rounds because Golden State didn't "have the luxury of doing that" against the Timberwolves.
"I expect us to come out and play with a lot of energy," Kerr said. "We're so excited to be here and get out of that series with Houston and have this new opportunity. ... I don't have that sense at all that we're going into this game scared of our fatigue or willing to give our guys a break and rest and wait until next game."
The Warriors indeed punched first, holding a 30-20 lead when Curry went out and extending their edge to 44-31 by halftime. Curry departed with 13 points on 5-for-9 shooting in 13 minutes, but Hield's team-high 24 points and Butler's 20 points, 11 rebounds and eight assists were more than enough to protect a lead that grew to 23 points in the second half. Butler orchestrated a slowdown offense down the stretch that effectively milked the clock and prevented Minnesota from making a last-ditch comeback.
"We all want [Curry] back, that's for sure," Butler said. "But we want him to do what's best for himself and our group in the long run. Until then, we can hold down the fort. I know we can. He's one of the greatest to ever do it, and he wants to be out there. He knows, and we know, how much easier the game is for us when he's hooping at a high level. I think we're all prepared to compete and win without him."
Butler, who arrived from the Miami Heat in a midseason trade, had taken to calling himself the Robin to Curry's Batman. That left Hield, an affable scoring wing with little playoff experience before this season, to be dubbed Alfred. Together, Butler and Hield easily outplayed Timberwolves stars Anthony Edwards and Julius Randle on Tuesday, prompting Green to quip that "Robin turned into Batman, [and] Alfred turned into Robin."
"Jimmy is as good as any star in the league at reading the game, controlling the tempo and controlling the time and score," Kerr said. "Putting the ball in his hands in a situation like that is pretty comforting."
While Golden State's steadiness in the face of adversity was impressive, Minnesota's dreadful series opener gnawed at Timberwolves Coach Chris Finch.
Minnesota scored just 11 points in the second quarter and shot 5 for 29 (17.2 percent) from beyond the arc to tie its season low for made three-pointers. Edwards also struggled to finish inside against a Warriors defense that is significantly better than the Lakers unit he dissected in the first round, scoring just one point in the first half on 0-for-8 shooting. The Timberwolves were outrebounded 51-41 despite having a size advantage across the board.

Anthony Edwards and the Timberwolves struggled against the Warriors in Game 1 on Tuesday night. (Abbie Parr/AP)


"It starts with [Edwards]," Finch said, singling out his 23-year-old star. "He struggled early, and then you could just see the light go out a little bit for a while. ... You're the leader of the team. You've got to come out and set the tone in all ways. ... If your shot is not going, you still have to carry the energy. If I have to talk to guys about having the right energy coming into an opening second-round game, we're not on the same page."
The Warriors went 41-29 with Curry in the lineup during the regular season and 7-5 without him, and they will need to continue to lean on defense, rebounding and Butler's playmaking to get by for as long as Curry remains out. Golden State hasn't taken the court for a playoff game without Curry since a knee sprain sidelined him for the first six games of the 2018 postseason.
"Jimmy carried a team to the Finals twice," Green said, referring to the Heat's 2020 and 2023 playoff runs. "We won't panic. We know this series will get tougher and tougher. Hopefully we'll get Steph back, but regardless of whether we get Steph back or not, that's a really good [Timberwolves] team with a lot of pride and a lot of talent. The cohesiveness of that team has grown over the year. They're together [as a] team, and we know they're going to come out fighting."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-05-08
MLB
1 p.m. Baltimore at Minnesota >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
1:30 p.m. Texas at Boston >>> MLB Network
7:15 p.m. Cincinnati at Atlanta >>> MLB Network
10 p.m. Los Angeles Dodgers at Arizona >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS -- SECOND ROUND
7 p.m. Game 2: Carolina at Washington >>> ESPN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
9:30 p.m. Game 2: Edmonton at Vegas >>> ESPN
NBA PLAYOFFS -- SECOND ROUND
8:30 p.m. Game 2: Golden State at Minnesota >>> TNT
GOLF
6:30 a.m. DP World Tour: Turkish Airlines Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
10 a.m. PGA Tour: Myrtle Beach Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
Noon LPGA Tour: Mizuho Americas Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: Truist Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League semifinal, second leg: Tottenham at Bodo/Glimt >>> CBS Sports Network
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores, group stage: Olimpia at Velez Sarsfield >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Libertadores, group stage: River Plate at Barcelona SC >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Italian Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m. South Carolina at Auburn >>> ESPN2
COLLEGE SOFTBALL -- CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT QUARTERFINALS
11 a.m. ACC: Florida State vs. Georgia Tech >>> ACC Network
11 a.m. SEC: Oklahoma vs. LSU >>> SEC Network
11 a.m. Big Ten: Nebraska vs. Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
1:30 p.m. ACC: Duke vs. Stanford >>> ACC Network
1:30 p.m. Big Ten: UCLA vs. Indiana >>> Big Ten Network
2 p.m. SEC: Tennessee vs. Arkansas >>> SEC Network
4:30 p.m. Big Ten: Oregon vs. TBD >>> Big Ten Network
5 p.m. ACC: Clemson vs. TBD >>> ACC Network
5 p.m. SEC: Texas vs. TBD >>> SEC Network
7 p.m. Big Ten: Ohio State vs. TBD >>> Big Ten Network
7:30 p.m. ACC: Virginia Tech vs. TBD >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. SEC: Texas A&M vs. TBD >>> SEC Network
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Three up, three down: MLB's biggest surprises and disappointments so far
The Giants are among the teams that unexpectedly started fast, and the Orioles have been the worst underperformer six weeks into the season.
By Chelsea Janes | 2025-05-08

Mike Yastrzemski and Willy Adames celebrate the San Francisco Giants' win Wednesday against the Chicago Cubs. The Giants enter Thursday 24-14 and are among the best teams in baseball. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


Six weeks ago Thursday, Major League Baseball's regular season began. The New York Yankees and Los Angeles Dodgers were World Series favorites, according to the betting odds. The Atlanta Braves and Texas Rangers were not far behind them. The Baltimore Orioles were many pundits' pick to win the American League East, if not contend for more.
And while no team can be written off just yet -- Washington-area readers might remember a certain World Series champion a few years back that was 19-31 in May -- the prognoses for some have changed dramatically as the first quarter of the season nears its end. Which of the overachievers are built to last? And which of the underachievers can still save their seasons? The answers, as certain to be accurate as those Opening Day odds, are here.
San Francisco Giants
Do you remember 2021? That year, the Giants somehow engineered a near-perfect regular season with an unheralded roster in a loaded division to win 107 games and edge out the mighty Dodgers for the National League West title. Well, nearly everything about them, from their general manager to their manager, has changed since then. But the Giants (24-14) are at it again.
This year, they're doing it with a shutdown bullpen and a trustworthy rotation anchored by steady Logan Webb and undefeated Robbie Ray. They have also seen their offense improve dramatically: While big offseason signee Willy Adames has started slowly, last year's free agent splash, Korean outfielder Jung Hoo Lee, has emerged as the star the Giants hoped he would become when they gave him $113 million before he played a single big league game.
Beyond their bullpen, the Giants are not dominating in any other category in such a way as to suggest they should outlast the usual NL West powerhouses. The Dodgers and San Diego Padres look as formidable as ever, and the pesky Arizona Diamondbacks are hovering around .500. And San Francisco has yet to play the Dodgers or Diamondbacks. But so far, so good.
Seattle Mariners
If someone said on Opening Day that the Mariners (22-14) would be leading the American League West in early May, it wouldn't have been a surprise. Seattle has had one of the best starting rotations in baseball for years now, a group so talented that it has been more surprising that the Mariners have been unable to muster more than one postseason appearance in the past quarter century.
But the surprising part of their ascent early this season is that it has come largely without two of their best starters, George Kirby and Logan Gilbert, both of whom hit the injured list after long track records of good health. And even more surprising for a Mariners offense that has been so annually anemic that it often costs that elite rotation a chance at October? Seattle owns the best walk rate and fifth-best OPS in all of baseball.
The team formerly known as the Oakland Athletics, soon to be known as the Las Vegas Athletics, currently playing in West Sacramento
If there is anything more surprising than the Mariners looking like an offensive juggernaut, it is the team lingering just over their shoulder in the AL West standings: the Athletics. Despite playing in a minor league ballpark, with uncommonly difficult travel and a roster built on a budget, the A's (20-18) are two games over .500 and playing with panache.
Closer Mason Miller has been nearly untouchable save for one bad outing this past weekend. Their rotation is trending upward. And their offense has been solid.

Tyler Soderstrom and the Athletics are off to a strong start in their first year away from Oakland. (Neville E. Guard/Imagn Images)


Maybe 23-year-old Tyler Soderstrom, who has emerged as a power threat with nine homers, will slow. Maybe rookie Jacob Wilson, whose .858 OPS is fifth among regular MLB shortstops, will struggle to adjust when pitchers adjust to him. But catcher Shea Langeliers is becoming a trustworthy power threat behind the plate, and Brent Rooker is hitting like the star he has been for three seasons now.
Sure, the A's are still a few months away from forcing MLB to figure out how to play playoff baseball in a minor league stadium. But they look more capable of causing some late-season chaos than many thought they would be.
Honorable Mention: Detroit Tigers, Cleveland Guardians, Kansas City Royals
Baltimore Orioles
By now, everyone knows the story: The Orioles (13-22) went into the offseason needing front-line starting pitching to back its spectacular young offensive core, and they emerged with a collection of beat-up veterans that crumbled in April.
Over the past week or so, that rotation has stabilized somewhat. Dean Kremer looks better. Tomoyoki Sugano looks top-of-the-rotation ready. Even Charlie Morton appears to be settling down at least a bit after a bullpen demotion.
Yet as the rotation has settled -- again, a relative term -- a new problem has emerged. The offensive juggernaut has not materialized. Only two regulars, Cedric Mullins and Ryan O'Hearn, have an OPS over .800, and the lineup has scored more than three runs just three times in its past 15 games. The 2024 Orioles were shut out eight times all year. This year's team has gone scoreless five times already. And if the Orioles do not start hitting soon, they might be shut out of the postseason, too.
Texas Rangers
The Rangers (18-19) looked like potential AL pennant winners when this season began. Their rotation is loaded with proven veterans and the otherworldly Jacob deGrom. They had the potential to outpitch their most formidable challengers, the Yankees, and reason to believe their proven lineup could outhit them, too.
Except suddenly, in a Space Jam-esque turn, the Rangers' lineup stopped hitting. All those years of playing every single day seemed to hit Marcus Semien, who is hitting .185. They had to send offseason acquisition Jake Burger to Class AAA after he started so slowly they couldn't defer to his track record anymore. Free agent slugger signee Joc Pederson set a Rangers record by going 41 straight plate appearances without a hit. So Sunday, with its team OPS higher than only the Colorado Rockies, Chicago White Sox and Pittsburgh Pirates, Texas fired its offensive coordinator Donnie Ecker and hired former big league star Bret Boone to replace him.

Joc Pederson has been among the Texas Rangers hitters who are struggling to open the season. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


That move showed an urgency unmatched by other teams on this list, and it speaks to the organization's commitment to a quick revival: After chalking last year's disappointment up to a World Series hangover, this team has no excuse. At a game under .500 in a wild division, they are hardly out of contention. And perhaps the bats are warming: The Rangers have scored at least four runs in each of their past three games.
Pittsburgh Pirates
The Pirates did not enter the 2025 season carrying World Series expectations. Heck, considering owner Bob Nutting's commitment to baseball on a budget, a credible run at an NL wild-card spot would have felt like a huge achievement. So to be so disappointing six weeks into the season that they made this list represents an achievement. But the Pirates have done it.
Despite having Paul Skenes pitching every five days, the Pirates are already all but out of it with a 12-26 record. The slow start cost Derek Shelton his job Thursday when the Pirates made him the first manager fired in 2025. But with a payroll just over $90 million and a lineup that desperately needed additional firepower and did not get it this winter, the Pirates are frittering away Skenes's prime for reasons that extend far beyond the manager's purview. A change could provide a boost. But it probably can't transform the National League's worst offense into a playoff-caliber lineup.
Honorable Mention: Toronto Blue Jays, Minnesota Twins, Atlanta Braves
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Pirates suspend employee who whipped fan with belt in ballpark fight
The incident after Sunday's game followed what the team said was "a verbal altercation" between two fans and a female food and beverage worker.
By Cindy  Boren | 2025-05-07

PNC Park was the scene of a fight Sunday between a fan and a game day employee, who has been suspended. (iStock)


The Pittsburgh Pirates suspended a game day employee for "entirely unacceptable" behavior during a postgame fight with a fan, the team announced Tuesday.
The altercation, which was captured on video, occurred "as the final few fans were exiting the ballpark" after Sunday's 4-0 loss to the San Diego Padres at PNC Park. A bystander's video captured "a verbal altercation between two male guests and a female food and beverage employee. At that time, the ballpark game day employee seen in the video attempted to intervene on her behalf," the team said in a statement.
"We are aware of the unfortunate incident that occurred following the conclusion of [Sunday's] game between a PNC Park game day employee and a guest," Brian Warecki, the Pirates' senior vice president of communications, said in a statement. "The employee's behavior was entirely unacceptable, and he was immediately suspended. This incident is currently under further investigation."
The fight escalated from a face-to-face yelling match to a physical confrontation, with the employee landing several punches. The fan spat on the employee, who took off his belt and hit the fan with it. Neither the fan nor the employee has been identified, and Pittsburgh police told KDKA that no charges had been filed as of Tuesday.
The viral clash was the second fan-related incident at PNC Park to capture national attention in recent days. On April 30, 20-year-old Kavan Markwood was hospitalized in critical condition after falling over the 21-foot wall onto the warning track in right field.
Markwood "still has a long way to go -- he's dealing with a broken neck, clavicle, and back so there are plenty of obstacles ahead," wrote Jennifer Phillips, the organizer of a GoFundMe drive to help pay for his medical bills. "But he's showing real strength, and we're staying hopeful for a smooth recovery. This will also require plenty of rest and following instructions from the great doctors, nurses and staff at the hospital."
The fundraising campaign had raised more than $47,000 as of Wednesday afternoon.
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Steelers shake up offense, trading receiver George Pickens to Cowboys 
Pickens is headed to Dallas for a third-round draft choice next year and an exchange of late-round picks in 2027. 
By Mark Maske | 2025-05-08

Wide receiver George Pickens is being traded from the Steelers to the Cowboys. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


The Pittsburgh Steelers continue to make significant changes to their wide receiver corps ahead of the possible addition of quarterback Aaron Rodgers. They agreed to a trade that sends wideout George Pickens to the Dallas Cowboys for draft-pick compensation.
The Cowboys are trading a third-round choice in next year's NFL draft for Pickens, they confirmed Wednesday. The teams also are exchanging late-round selections in the 2027 draft, with the Steelers receiving a fifth-round pick and the Cowboys getting a sixth-rounder.
Pickens, who averaged more than 900 receiving yards over his three seasons with the Steelers, will not be catching passes from Rodgers even if the four-time MVP lands in Pittsburgh as a free agent. Instead, he becomes a potentially productive complement to CeeDee Lamb in Dallas for quarterback Dak Prescott.
The teams reportedly discussed a trade involving Pickens before last month's draft. They did not complete a deal then but restarted trade discussions afterward.
Pickens is entering the final season of his four-year rookie contract and is eligible for unrestricted free agency following the 2025 season. It does not appear he will immediately agree to a contract extension with the Cowboys in conjunction with the trade.
His Steelers tenure included dazzling catches but also several incidents that led to questions about his on-field behavior and maturity. Coach Mike Tomlin said Pickens has "just got to grow up" following an early December victory over the Cincinnati Bengals last season in which he was penalized twice for unsportsmanlike conduct. Tomlin said in January that there was "obviously more room for growth there" with Pickens.
The Steelers traded for wide receiver DK Metcalf, a two-time Pro Bowl selection with the Seattle Seahawks, earlier this offseason to go with Pickens, fellow wideout Calvin Austin III and tight end Pat Freiermuth. They also signed wideout Robert Woods as a free agent. They continue to await word from Rodgers, who is a free agent after being released in March by the New York Jets.
Pickens had 59 catches for 900 yards and three touchdowns last season. He had 174 catches for 2,841 yards and 12 touchdowns over three seasons with the Steelers.
The Cowboys needed a strong No. 2 wideout to go with Lamb, their four-time Pro Bowl selection. They are coming off a season in which they went 7-10 and missed the playoffs on the heels of three straight 12-5 seasons. Prescott missed the final nine games of last season because of a hamstring injury that required surgery. Lamb missed the final two games because of a shoulder injury.
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones did not reach a deal to retain coach Mike McCarthy, whose contract was expiring, and surprisingly promoted offensive coordinator Brian Schottenheimer to replace him. Jones had said last month that the Cowboys were working on "pretty substantive trades."
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Officer takes in homeless teen. Years later, he pins a police badge on him.
"I wanted to be just like him," Jacob Bello said of his father figure, Andy McIlveen, a now-retired police officer who took him in.
By Kyle Melnick | 2025-05-08

Andy McIlveen pins a badge on Jacob Bello's uniform this past August in Arizona. (Chandler Police Department)


Jacob Bello arrived at the house with a small box of clothes, a backpack and a few shoeboxes containing his valuables. A family had agreed to take in Bello, a homeless teenager, but he didn't expect to stay there long -- similar to his other living arrangements.
But Andy McIlveen made clear that Bello could stay in his Chandler, Arizona, house until he was an adult.
"You'll get through high school, you'll get through college," Bello recalled McIlveen telling him.
More than a decade later, McIlveen -- now a retired police officer -- cried as he pinned a badge onto Bello's police officer uniform last year. Bello looked toward the crowd and smiled, knowing he would cry, too, if he glanced at the man he now considers his father.
On Bello's journey to reaching his dream job, he found a father figure in McIlveen, who gave Bello a home after meeting him through the Chandler Police Department's youth program.
"There was no one else that I could think of in my life who I'd want to pin that badge," Bello, 30, told The Washington Post. Phoenix news station KNXV first reported the story.

Jacob Bello, left, and Andy McIlveen have a father-son relationship despite not being related. (Andy McIlveen)


Bello said he grew up in a Chandler home where there were severe addiction issues. He said his first interaction with police came when officers raided his family's home as a child. While the experience might have made some people dislike police, Bello said the officers impressed him with their uniforms and discipline. From that point on, he told everyone he wanted to be a police officer.
In the mid-2000s, Bello's father faced multiple drug charges and pleaded guilty to some of the counts, according to court documents. Bello declined to identify his parents.
Not wanting to follow in his family's footsteps into addiction, Bello said he left his family home when he was 12, carrying only a small blue duffel bag that contained clothes and school supplies. Bello declined to discuss details about his mother.
For the next three years, Bello said he slept on the couches of relatives and friends. Some nights, Bello said he slept on park benches or in abandoned buildings. He recalled going door-to-door asking to clean yards for money so he could buy food.
In junior high school, Bello's friend, Nicole McIlveen, told him about a youth police program headed by her father, Andy. Bello signed up and went to classes at a Chandler Police Department substation every Tuesday night, getting there by the kindness of friends with cars, public buses or walking a few miles.

Jacob Bello participated in the Chandler Police Department's youth program when he was a teenager. (Chandler Police Department)


Bello said he got toiletries -- soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste -- from his school's supply closet. Dia Mundle, a social worker who worked in Bello's school district, said she gave him gift cards to grocery stores and Subway.
"He was just a good kid," Mundle said. "And he had no reason to be."
In September 2010, Bello attended Nicole's 15th birthday party at her house when he was around the same age. By midnight, all of her friends had left except for Bello.
"Isn't somebody coming to pick him up?" Andy McIlveen recalled asking Nicole.
No one was, so McIlveen dropped Bello off near a trailer park, where he was living with his cousin, Bello said. McIlveen soon learned that Bello didn't have a permanent home.
McIlveen, who grew up in Cleveland, could relate to being raised in a home with addiction issues. McIlveen said his father was an alcoholic who died when McIlveen was 18.
In the following months, McIlveen and his wife, Tammy, discussed letting Bello live at their home, along with their daughters, Nicole and Tiffany.
"We had the ability and means to give him something we never really had ourselves [as teenagers]," said McIlveen, who retired in 2019 after working for the Chandler Police Department for 27 years.
About six months after Nicole's birthday party, McIlveen and Tammy invited Bello to lunch at a pizza restaurant. McIlveen said he cried while offering Bello a home.
Bello, not wanting to be a burden, said he declined. McIlveen insisted.

Jacob Bello, center, with Tammy and Andy McIlveen, after he graduated from the police academy. (Chandler Police Department)


Bello moved in a few days later, and McIlveen and Tammy soon gained guardianship over him, McIlveen said. His new living situation wasn't an easy adjustment, however.
McIlveen asked Bello to clean the house every Sunday and come home by 10 p.m. Bello said he didn't understand why he had to follow those rules. So he often didn't, causing McIlveen and Tammy to become upset.
Sometimes, Bello told McIlveen a structured household wasn't for him, so he wanted to return to his former life. McIlveen talked him out of leaving. Plus, Bello savored other aspects of his new life.
The family ate dinner together most nights, including fajitas every week. They played dice games on designated game days. Bello went on vacations with the McIlveen family to Disneyland in Anaheim, California, to mountains in Flagstaff, Arizona, and to the resort city Puerto Penasco in Mexico.
"It was something I always saw in movies or a TV show," Bello said of the family activities. "It wasn't anything I was ever a part of."
About a year after Bello moved in, he recalled McIlveen telling him during a drive: "It took me 16 years to finally have a son." Bello began calling McIlveen his dad.
"I wanted to be just like him," Bello said.

Bello finished the police academy in August. (Chandler Police Department)


After becoming the first member of his family to graduate high school in 2013, Bello said, he went to community college and earned an associate's degree in public administration. He worked as a waiter and a bartender at restaurants and moved out on his own. He said the Chandler Police Department initially denied him a job, but McIlveen, 55, told him to apply every year.
In December 2023, he finally received an offer. When Bello finished the police academy in August, he stood onstage in a church in Queen Creek, Arizona. McIlveen, his hand shaking as he wept, pinned the badge onto Bello's uniform and said he gave "the biggest hug" to Bello.
"It was a moment we both will remember forever," Bello said. "It felt like I'm taking on the legacy that he's left behind."
Bello is now engaged and has a 3-year-old son, Jay. His middle name? Andrew -- in honor of McIlveen.
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Federal purge guts infant death prevention campaign, alarming doctors
Doctors fear the potential impact of the Trump budget cuts, with the number of babies dying of SIDS or other unexpected causes already on the rise.
By Justine McDaniel | 2025-05-08

Doctors recommend babies be placed on their backs to sleep on a firm surface that is separate from adult beds. (iStock)


A decades-long campaign to prevent infants from dying in their sleep has become a casualty of the Trump administration's federal workforce cuts, and doctors fear it could contribute to more infant deaths at a time when mortalities have already been rising.
The office within the National Institutes of Health that led the Safe to Sleep campaign, a public information effort to prevent sudden unexpected infant death, was shut down on April 1, according to two former NIH officials and two program partners who spoke with The Washington Post.
The NIH said in a statement to The Post that no final decision has been made regarding the future of Safe to Sleep and that the campaign's materials remain available online. The Department of Health and Human Services did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
For now, the office's shuttering effectively ends NIH coordination of the initiative, which has for decades publicized American Academy of Pediatrics recommendations for sleep-related infant death prevention and distributed materials to state and local agencies, community clinics and health-care providers around the country. The gutting of the office occurs at a time when doctors view Safe to Sleep as particularly urgent: The number of babies dying of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) or other unexpected causes in sleep is on a significant rise for the first time in years, an increase that began during the coronavirus pandemic.
"To have this program be terminated when the number of deaths is going up is really quite devastating," said Rachel Moon, a doctor who chairs the American Academy of Pediatrics' committee on infant sleep death and who wrote its recommendations on safe infant sleep. "If we take [the messaging] out, then more babies are going to die. That's what I'm worried about."
Christina Stile, who acted as the Safe to Sleep coordinator in the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development's communications office, said her team received layoff notices that put them on immediate administrative leave as part of the Trump administration's sweeping April cuts to the Health and Human Services Department. Another former NICHD official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retaliation, confirmed the layoffs.
The office created and distributed easy-to-read materials on sleep safety -- such as pamphlets that parents typically pick up at doctor's offices, community fairs or health clinics -- that came in several languages and were provided at no cost. They told parents: Put infants on their backs to sleep, use a firm and flat sleep surface, don't put pillows and blankets in the sleep area, and keep babies in their parents' room on their own sleep surfaces for at least the first six months.
"For the federal government to have a cohesive and consistent messaging, as well as a push to make sure this information is available for free, I think is really important," said Stile, "and that'll be lost."
The purge at HHS has also resulted in cuts to other fertility and maternal health programs even as the president has said he wants to encourage more births. The Trump administration has said it is seeking to reduce the size of the federal government and cut what it alleges is spending waste.
The cuts' impact on Safe to Sleep was first reported by STAT and Medill News Service.
A 2024 study found that more than three-quarters of sudden infant deaths between 2011 and 2020 involved the type of unsafe practices that Safe to Sleep educates people to avoid, such as sharing a bed or sleeping in an adult bed.
About 3,700 babies died in 2022 of sudden unexpected infant death (SUID), which includes SIDS, accidental suffocation and other unknown causes, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. That number was up from about 3,500 a year throughout the 2000s and 2010s, Moon said.
After the Safe to Sleep campaign began in the 1990s -- initially called Back to Sleep, to promote laying infants on their backs -- it resulted in a 50 percent decrease in sudden infant sleep deaths, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics, which has partnered with the government on the campaign since its inception.
The numbers didn't rise again until the pandemic, when many people stopped going to the doctor and, researchers think, probably missed out on messages about safe sleep, said Amanda Williams, interim chief medical officer for the maternal health nonprofit March of Dimes. That makes doctors extra concerned that any lapse in messaging now could have negative effects.
"The government claims to care about children and babies, yet they're abandoning these lifesaving pieces of information and education," said Alison Jacobson, executive director of First Candle, a SIDS prevention and bereavement organization that partnered with NIH on Safe to Sleep.
Families on public insurance and people of color see higher rates of sudden unexpected infant death, meaning they are likely to be disproportionately affected by any lapse in outreach and awareness campaigns, Williams said. A 2023 study found that Black babies died at a rate almost three times higher than White babies.
Public health experts are also concerned that the Trump administration's cuts to maternal health programs will affect infant mortality research.
The CDC's effort to understand maternal health, which collects data about behaviors that can be risk factors for sudden infant death, has already been shut down. Advocates are waiting to find out whether the agency's data collection for sleep-related death, known as the SIDS case registry, is also on the chopping block, Williams said.
The government's partners hope to continue Safe to Sleep but say they cannot fully match the federal government's work. First Candle has made all the Safe to Sleep materials available on its website but cannot afford to print and distribute them to agencies and health-care providers. In addition, Stile's office was responsible for updating the materials every few years, when the American Academy of Pediatrics updates its recommendations.
It is not clear whether an outside group will be able to pick up that task, said Stile, noting that it requires expertise and resources to correctly communicate the recommendations to the public.
"There certainly is still going to be a gap," said Williams. "We are not the federal government, we do not have that kind of muscle."
NIH's coordination has been crucial in state and local efforts, public health officials said. In smaller or more rural areas in particular, local health departments often rely on the federal resources, said Thomas G. Keens, chair of the California SIDS/SUID Advisory Council.
In Georgia -- where three babies die of sleep-related causes per week on average, according to 2021 state data -- the national materials played a critical role in the state's development of its safe-sleep efforts, said Terri Miller, manager of the Safe Infant Sleep Program at the Georgia Department of Public Health.
"Without this coordination, local efforts risk becoming fragmented or outdated, putting families at a disadvantage," Miller said. "These resources are a cornerstone of our outreach."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/05/08/infant-death-sleep-program-cuts/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How a Georgetown scholar went from 'quiet' researcher to detainee
Conservative groups stumbled across Badar Khan Suri by investigating the academic centers where he and his wife studied. 
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2025-05-08

Fliers in support of Badar Khan Suri, demanding his release from a deportation process over his views on Palestinians and the war in Gaza, at Georgetown University in Washington on March 25. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


For more than two years, Badar Khan Suri was a little-known postdoctoral fellow at Georgetown University trying to land a book project, colleagues and family say.
The 41-year-old Indian national, who was on a J-1 visa for academic and exchange visitors, spent much of his time researching minority rights in his home country, visiting the campus mosque with his wife and three young children, and teaching a class on his research, they say.
But earlier this year, two groups that oppose campus antisemitism published articles about Suri and his wife's support for Palestinians and their family ties to Hamas: His father-in-law was an adviser to the group's former political leader, Ismail Haniyeh.
The Department of Homeland Security detained Suri soon after, alleging that his presence in the United States could have "adverse foreign policy consequences." A DHS spokesperson accused him of spreading Hamas propaganda and promoting antisemitism, and pointed to his "close connections to a known or suspected terrorist." Suri hasn't been charged with any crime, nor has his wife, who is a U.S. citizen, and the government has not released any evidence in the case.
After more than a month in a detention facility in Texas, Suri had an initial immigration hearing this week as the government seeks to deport him.
The Trump administration has detained several international students and researchers who have spoken out against the Gaza war, a move that has been criticized by immigration attorneys as unlawful and unprecedented. Immigration experts say the targeting of Suri possibly because of his family connection to Hamas makes his case exceptional.
Unlike other noncitizen scholars detained by the Trump administration, he did not participate in the Gaza war protests that swept campuses last spring, his lawyers and colleagues say. He has, though, vocally supported Palestinians on social media, questioned some of the facts around the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attacks on Israel, alleged that Israel was committing war crimes and defended the rights of Palestinians to fight back. Such comments on social media and family ties like his are not typically grounds for deportation, his attorneys and other immigration lawyers said.
"The Trump administration's clampdown on free speech by offensively and shamelessly using antisemitism should concern all Americans," said Hassan Ahmad, one of Suri's attorneys.
Veena Dubal, the general counsel at the American Association of University Professors and a law professor at the University of California at Irvine, said the administration's focus on Suri sends a chilling effect across the country.
"The guilt by association here is extremely unlawful and an extraordinary act of government that points to authoritarianism," said Dubal, who is not involved in Suri's case. "The feeling is that everyone could potentially be targeted."
Legal experts and historians say his case represents the rising influence of advocacy groups such as the Middle East Forum and the Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting and Analysis (CAMERA), both of which wrote about Suri and his wife earlier this year. These groups have long published articles about people and media organizations they argue are anti-Israel or antisemitic, with the aim of rooting out what they see as bias. While U.S. authorities declined to answer questions about Suri's case and what influence the organizations have had, the groups have praised the Trump administration for taking action that other administrations haven't.
"We are having a lot of fun," Jim Hanson, chief editor at the Middle East Forum, said on a conservative news show days after Suri's arrest. "It's nice to have people who listen when we tell them the bad things are happening."
It began with a bio page.
David Litman, a senior analyst for CAMERA, which says it monitors "propagandistic assaults on Israel," had wanted to look into a Georgetown center he suspected of bias.
He believed the university's Center for Contemporary Arab Studies (CCAS) lacked "academic quality, integrity and intellectual diversity," he told The Washington Post, so he started investigating.
He wondered who enrolled in the program, and noticed that each student had their own page.
On Jan. 29, he clicked on the first one he saw: Mapheze Saleh, Suri's wife.
Saleh is a Palestinian American who started as a graduate student at Georgetown last fall. Litman noticed that her page said she had worked in the Foreign Ministry in Gaza and wondered if that meant she did so after Hamas seized power there in 2007.

Mapheze Saleh, Suri's wife, speaks to supporters after in front of the Albert V. Bryan U.S. Courthouse in Alexandria, Virginia, on May 1. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Litman soon found Saleh's family ties to Hamas from news articles and social media and said he reported her to the FBI.
"This is about bringing terrorists, and those who aid and abet them, to justice," he said in an email to The Post. He noted that his cousin, Oriya Ricardo Litman, was among the roughly 1,200 killed in the Oct. 7  attacks.
Astha Sharma Pokharel, an attorney with the Center for Constitutional Rights, said in response to Litman's comment that "the extremist, blacklisting websites who have doxed [Suri] and his wife are repeating racist and Islamophobic smears in an effort to cast any support for Palestinian rights as terrorism."
In February, Georgetown officials met with Saleh, telling her they had been contacted for an article. She was unnerved and started searching her name online more frequently, she told The Post.
On Feb. 13, Litman's piece appeared in the National Review, alleging that Saleh had expressed support on social media for the Hamas attacks. The headline: "Georgetown's daughter of Hamas."
That night, the Israeli Embassy posted on X about Litman's report. The embassy urged Georgetown to take action and called Saleh "an active threat to Israeli and Jewish students."
Fida Adely, director of CCAS, said the attention initially created minimal concern that Suri could be detained -- he was not mentioned in the article on his wife. Articles criticizing Adely's students and colleagues were not new. At the time, the Trump administration had yet to detain any noncitizen students.
Another think tank then weighed in.
Anna Stanley, an analyst at the Philadelphia-based Middle East Forum, which critiques what it sees as anti-Israel bias at universities, was already working on a larger project about Georgetown's Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding and its alleged ties to Qatar and other foreign entities. Georgetown has a campus in Qatar, which has given more than $909 million in gifts and contracts to the university since 2005, according to the U.S. Education Department.
Litman's article prompted Stanley to dig deeper into Saleh and her family, Middle East Forum Executive Director Gregg Roman told The Post.
Stanley, who referred questions from The Post to Roman, read a 2018 Hindustan Times article about how Saleh met Suri, a fellow at the center she was investigating, Roman said. The article detailed Saleh's family ties to Hamas. Her father, Ahmed Yousef, was a senior adviser to Hamas's Foreign Ministry, in addition to Haniyeh, according to various reports. Yousef has called the Oct. 7 attacks a "terrible error."
Stanley also searched through Suri's social media. On Facebook, she found that he denied parts of the Oct. 7 attack.
"Three lies by Israeli occupation, no proof whatsoever of babies beheaded, rapes or mass killings at carnival," he wrote on Oct. 13, 2023. Hundreds were reported killed at the Nova music festival, and the United Nations later found reasonable grounds to believe sexual violence and rape occurred on Oct. 7. While infants and children were murdered in the attack, the beheaded babies claim has been debunked, including by the Israeli government press office.
On X, an account with Suri's name and photo linked to two opinion pieces he wrote for the Middle East Monitor, a self-described pro-Palestinian outlet, in which he criticized Islamophobia in India, questioned why Hamas had not been removed from the U.S. terrorism list and argued that Israel was not a democratic state.
Eleven days after Litman's article, on Feb. 24, Stanley published hers on the Middle East Forum website and on a Jewish news site, the former with the headline "For Georgetown Univ. Couple, Terror-Ties Are a Family Affair."
"The fact that a man with such sympathies is employed by one of America's most prestigious universities should ignite calls for immediate action," Stanley wrote, calling the spread of "extremist ideologies" at Georgetown a systemic issue.
When Saleh first saw the articles, she said, she was shocked by the allegations, which she called "baseless." In response to a question about her and Suri's alleged support for Hamas, she said she and Suri do not back the group, that neither of them endorsed the Oct. 7 attacks and that they do not support the use of violence against civilians by any group or government.
She said she received death threats online and began fearing for her safety and the safety of her family. Still, she didn't think Stanley's article would further upend her life, she said.
Neither Saleh nor some of Suri's colleagues said they feared Suri could be deported or detained at that time, given his relatively low profile.
Then, on March 8, the first international student was arrested: Mahmoud Khalil -- a protest organizer at Columbia University -- in New York.
Saleh still wasn't worried Suri could be detained. Her husband had done nothing wrong, she said.
On March 14, Canary Mission, a website that publishes a list of people and groups it says "promote hatred of the USA, Israel and Jews" on campuses, posted about Saleh and alleged she was a "former Hamas employee."
The next day, Secretary of State Marco Rubio issued a determination that Suri was a threat to national security, according to a charging document reviewed by The Post.
Two days later, on March 17, Suri wrapped up his class and went to a community iftar, a meal to break a Ramadan fast. While waiting for food, he talked about the danger people like him faced, given what happened to Khalil, one of his students said.
Around 9:30 p.m., Suri returned to his apartment in Arlington. A masked man emerged from a car and blocked him from entering the building, Suri's lawyers wrote in court filings. The immigration agent asked if he was Badar and placed him under arrest, they wrote.
An officer told Suri he was being detained because of his "social media," and said that someone high in the State Department wanted him out of the country, according to court filings.
A State Department spokesperson said they would not comment on specific cases but said the U.S. has "zero tolerance for aliens in the United States who violate U.S. laws, threaten public safety or in other situations where warranted. "
The Middle East Forum did not report Suri to the Trump administration, Roman, the executive director, said. Hanson, the chief editor, told The Post that the government's arrest of Suri "provides satisfaction."
In an article published three days after the arrest, Litman, the CAMERA analyst, alleged that Suri had further ties to terrorist organizations. He reported that in 2011, Suri traveled to Gaza with an aid convoy, during which he first met Saleh. That convoy also included the leader of a Turkish group that is part of an organization the U.S. designated as supporting Hamas, he wrote.
When asked about this allegation, Suri's legal team referred The Post to a personal declaration Saleh filed in court. In that filing, she said she worked as a government translator for the convoy and that Suri joined the group as part of his peace and conflict resolution master's program at a university in India.
Litman said he believed the administration was justified for detaining Suri, but doesn't know if his article had any influence -- though he suspects it did.
"I hope that my research is used to inform policymakers," he said. "I appreciate their willingness to hear our concerns." The National Review, which published Litman's article, did not respond to a request for comment.
For decades, organizations like CAMERA and the Middle East Forum, which were founded in 1982 and 1994, respectively, have examined Middle East academic centers at elite institutions and published articles they say expose what they see as the anti-Israel or antisemitic slant on campuses nationwide. Their articles often pressure universities to remove certain curriculums, students and faculty who they say espouse hate against Israel.
Some of these groups are more extreme than others, said Lila Corwin Berman, a professor of American Jewish history at New York University. Betar US, a Jewish group that says it has sent to the Trump administration a list of hundreds it wants deported, is in the Anti-Defamation League's Glossary of Extremism and Hate. Corwin Berman said others have historically been viewed as more moderate and genuine in their goal to strike antisemitism from campuses.
The groups have long been known in pro-Israel circles and among the pro-Palestinian people they target on campus and in the media, she said. But their influence had been limited -- even as Hamas was founded in 1987 and increasingly gained control in Gaza.
In recent years, as U.S. public support for Israel declined (though more still report sympathy with Israel than Palestinians) and reported incidents of antisemitism rose, the groups have become more motivated to fulfill their mission, said David Myers, a Jewish history professor at UCLA.
Their influence and recognition has been further buoyed by the Trump administration, Myers said.
"The new policy of detaining and deporting Palestine-supporting political undesirables brings these organizations fully in line with federal policy and will grant them a new measure of prominence and notoriety," Myers said.
Some groups have already been emboldened, Corwin Berman said.
Betar, for example, claimed to know the whereabouts of some prominent pro-Palestinian activists and predicted who might be targeted next. Several groups also took credit for the arrests of people including Khalil, the Columbia University student.
"Now they can claim that they have the ear of the government every time that someone on their list appears on the government hit list," Corwin Berman said. "They can't be ignored, and they can become real threats."
At Georgetown, hundreds of alumni and students, as well as Jewish community members, have signed letters calling for Suri's release. In the Washington area, more than a hundred Jewish clergy signed an open letter rejecting the Trump administration's premise that the detention of Suri and others was in the name of combating campus antisemitism.
"Doing so feeds antisemitic conspiracy theories by blaming Jews and pitting our needs against those of our neighbors," the letter said.
In a statement following Suri's detention, Georgetown spokesperson Meghan Dubyak said that the university expects the "legal system to adjudicate this case fairly" and supports its community members' rights to free speech, "even if the underlying ideas may be difficult, controversial or objectionable."
She added that the views of faculty members and students are their own and do not represent the university.
Responding to the Middle East Forum's allegations of systemic problems in its institutes and centers, Dubyak said that the university condemns all forms of hate and racism, including antisemitism and Islamophobia, and that it welcomes a diverse set of viewpoints. Georgetown students, faculty and staff are also expected to "foster a community that is free of harassment and discrimination and respects the inherent dignity of each member of our community," she said.
She declined to answer questions about whether the university is supporting Suri and his family. Nader Hashemi, the director of the center at which Suri is a fellow, said that the Trump administration is trying to "punish their political opponents" by going after people like Suri.

Suri and Saleh. (Family photo)


During the first four days of his detention, Suri was transferred to five different facilities where, his lawyers allege, he was denied accommodations for Ramadan, handcuffed to a bench for hours and forced to sleep on the floor of a common room while the TV blared in an overcrowded Texas detention center 21 hours a day. When Suri used the bathroom on his flight, agents allegedly barred him from closing the door.
Because he was fasting for Ramadan, Suri asked for dinner after he arrived at the Texas facility on March 21. He was denied, his lawyers allege in court filings. They also say he was given used underwear and inadequate food. In early April, he was given a bed, the lawyers say.
On Tuesday night, a federal judge ruled that Suri's case must be heard in Virginia, rather than Texas. The judge made an exception to typical rules -- lawsuits alleging wrongful detention generally must be heard where the detainee is held -- because of what she called the government's "abnormal and rapid movement" of Suri. She indicated in her ruling that she is likely to order his return to the state where he was arrested and where his family lives.

Supporters rally in support of Suri outside the courthouse in Alexandria on May 1. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Omar Suleiman, a Texas imam who has met with Suri in detention, said some 50 days into detention, Suri remains upbeat. But he misses his family, Suleiman said.
His wife and three children are living two realities. His eldest son, who is 9, is the only child who knows what happened, Saleh said.
He was awake the night Suri was detained and barely talks now. He started going to therapy after crying for days, she said.
Saleh told her 5-year-old twins that Suri is on a long trip. When she spent hours at a hearing for his case last week, she didn't explain why she'd be busy all day. But they're getting suspicious.
"Why are you taking so long, Baba?" one child asked in a voice message sent to Suri's phone, using a term of endearment for his father. "Are you lost in the sky?"
At an April rally organized by students from across the Washington area, one of Suri's students, Roudah Chaker, described her professor as a "pillar" of the Georgetown community who was being punished for his political views. She urged others to speak out against the Trump administration, warning that this could be just the beginning.
"Today, it's Badar Khan Suri," she said. "Tomorrow, who else will be taken away from us?
Jack Douglas and Salvador Rizzo contributed to this report.
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Sister creates AI video of slain brother to address his killer in court
Stacey Wales played the AI-generated video of her brother as a victim impact statement during the sentencing of his killer in an Arizona court.
By Daniel Wu | 2025-05-08

Christopher Pelkey's family used AI to create a video of him that spoke during the sentencing of his killer on May 1, 2025.


Stacey Wales had a daunting task ahead of her: preparing a victim impact statement for the sentencing of the man who had fatally shot her brother in a road-rage incident in 2021. She wondered how to convey the weight of her loss.
"The victims attorney said to us, 'Try to bring him to life,'" Wales said.
So Wales turned to artificial intelligence. At the May 1 court hearing in Arizona, she played a video of her brother, Christopher Pelkey.
"Just to be clear for everyone seeing this," the avatar of Pelkey said. "I am a version of Chris Pelkey re-created through AI."
The facsimile of Pelkey thanked the judge and told his killer he believed in forgiveness, saying that "in another life, we probably could have been friends." He ended the video with a farewell to his family: "Well, I'm going to go fishing now."
It wasn't a perfect likeness of Pelkey. His face moved stiffly, and his voice was clipped. But the video moved his family and friends and stirred the judge, who said he "loved that AI" in his closing remarks.
"I feel that that was genuine," said Todd Lang, the Maricopa County Superior Court judge who ruled in the case. He sentenced Pelkey's killer to 10 and a half years in prison, the maximum for manslaughter -- which Wales had asked for.
Wales's video joins a growing list of cases in which parties have brought generative artificial intelligence into the courtroom. Experts said the AI footage of Pelkey was striking for its novelty -- and how well it was received.
"This definitely caught a number of us by surprise," said Diana Bowman, a law professor at Arizona State University.
Pelkey was killed in a road rage incident in Chandler, Arizona, in November 2021, court records show. While stopped at a red light, Pelkey left his car and approached another car whose driver had honked repeatedly at him. That driver, Gabriel Horcasitas, shot and killed him as he approached.
A jury convicted Horcasitas of manslaughter in March. As his sentencing approached, Wales contacted Pelkey's friends and family and gathered dozens of written statements, video clips and photos to show the judge. Then she thought that she could do more.
"I said to myself, 'Well, what if Chris could make his own impact statement?'" Wales said.
Wales's husband, Tim Wales, a tech entrepreneur, had experience using generative AI to animate photos and replicate voices. She proposed creating a video of Pelkey.
"I won't let it [be published] if it's hokey or flat," Stacey Wales recalled reassuring him at the time.
Tim Wales and a friend used AI tools to edit a photo of Pelkey, clone his voice based on old videos of him speaking, and animate his face so his eyes blinked and his mouth moved as he spoke. Wales wrote Pelkey's speech herself -- by hand and without AI, she said -- based on what she thought her brother would say.
Wales wanted the toughest sentence allowable for Horcasitas, she said, but she wrote in Pelkey's voice that he "believed in forgiveness and God who forgives."
Then she showed her victims attorney, Jessica Gattuso.
"I thought it was very effective," Gattuso said. "It was appropriate. I didn't know what kind of objections we might get or pushback. ... I did kind of prepare for that."
But no one objected when Wales played the video in court after dozens of other friends and family members gave their own tributes to Pelkey. Wales kept the video a surprise to her family. She also did not disclose it to the judge or Horcasitas's attorneys; Arizona law does not require that, Gattuso said.
The video appeared to resonate with Lang, who praised it before delivering Horcasitas's sentence. Lang requested a copy of the video to show his peers a few days after the hearing, Wales and Gattuso said.
Wales fared better in bringing AI-generated video into the courtroom than others who did so in different contexts. A New York man was scolded for using an AI avatar to represent him in an employment dispute in March. A Washington state judge rejected bystander video submitted as evidence in a triple murder case last year because it was enhanced with AI tools.
Bowman, the law professor, said Wales's case avoided controversy probably because the video was introduced during a sentencing and wasn't being used to determine the defendant's guilt. It also helped that Wales, unlike the New York man, clearly introduced her video as AI-generated.
Gary Marchant, a professor of law, ethics and emerging technologies at Arizona State, said attorneys might have objected to showing a video that fabricates a victim's voice to a jury.
"In most cases, it's going to be possibly misleading and prejudicial, probably," Marchant said. "So I think it's dangerous to start using non-real evidence that is created by an AI, even though, in this particular case, I'm kind of sympathetic to it."
Arizona's highest court is open to bringing AI into the legal process, state Supreme Court Chief Justice Ann Timmer said. The court formed an AI committee to investigate the risks of parties fabricating AI-generated evidence but has also begun using AI-generated avatars to explain court rulings on YouTube.
Timmer declined to comment on Wales's video but said any problems that arise from using AI-generated evidence during a sentencing would be decided under the state's existing guidelines for victim-impact statements.
"You can make statements that even can be emotional, but you can't go so far as to deprive someone of a fundamentally fair trial," Timmer said.
Wales said she didn't think it was unfair to give a voice to her brother in court. The video would help keep his memory alive and gave her family closure after a long criminal trial, she said.
"Of course, AI is uncanny," Wales said. "... But in this moment, for Chris to be able to speak on his behalf, it was absolutely worth it."
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Flu killed 216 children nationwide this season, the highest toll in years
New York, where 25 children died, saw a record number of pediatric deaths during the 2024-25 season. The state health commissioner blamed vaccine skepticism.
By Andrew Jeong | 2025-05-08

A nurse practitioner prepares a flu shot for a patient at a pharmacy in Key Biscayne, Florida, in 2020. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


At least 216 children died of influenza in the United States this past flu season, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said, the disease's highest pediatric death toll in about 15 years.
In New York, health authorities on Wednesday warned of the dangers of vaccine misinformation as the state announced its highest pediatric death toll on record for any flu season, with 25 children succumbing to the virus or influenza-related diseases.
"Misinformation around vaccines has in recent years contributed to a rise in vaccine hesitancy and declining vaccination rates," New York State Health Commissioner James McDonald said in a news release. "Vaccines are the best protection we have, and do save lives, including the lives of very young children who are too young to receive certain vaccines."
Only one of the 25 children who died in New York was vaccinated, McDonald said. Five of the children were too young to receive the vaccine.
This season marks the highest death toll since the 2009-2010 season, when 288 children died, according to the American Hospital Association.
The CDC recommends that people older than 6 months get the influenza vaccine every flu season. For those who have fallen ill from the flu, the CDC recommends that treatment with prescription flu antiviral drugs "should be started as early as possible and are especially important for patients at higher risk for severe illness."
Flu vaccination rates among children and adults have generally been on the decline in recent years, particularly since the coronavirus pandemic, according to the CDC.
In March, The Washington Post reported increased hospital admissions for the flu among children ages 5 to 17, with public health experts sounding the alarm over what they said was a growing wave of vaccine hesitancy fueled in part by federal officials such as Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who is a known vaccine skeptic.
The Trump administration also canceled or delayed at least two vaccine advisory panel meetings this year, which were meant to help select the makeup of next winter's flu vaccine.
About 55.4 percent of U.S. children between the ages of 6 months and 17 received at least one dose of the flu vaccine during the 2023-24 season, down from 57.4 percent in the 2022-23 season and the 63.7 percent reported in the 2019-2020 season.
New York had the sixth-highest flu vaccination rate among children  in the 2023-24 season, at 64.6 percent. Massachusetts ranked the highest, at 75.1 percent, and Mississippi the lowest, at 35.4 percent.
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Former Memphis police officers found not guilty in killing of Tyre Nichols 
Tyre Nichols's 2023 killing helped galvanize public support for police reform. He died after running from police and being beaten by several Memphis officers.
By Emmanuel Felton, Rachel  Hatzipanagos | 2025-05-08

Former Memphis Police Department officers Demetrius Haley, left, and Tadarrius Bean, center, hug Wednesday in Memphis as Justin Smith Jr., right, becomes emotional after they were acquitted of state charges. (Chris Day/Memphis Commercial Appeal/USA Today Network/Pool/AP)


A state jury found three former Memphis police officers not guilty of second-degree murder in the 2023 beating death of Tyre Nichols that helped galvanize a movement to reform police conduct.
The jurors deliberated for more than eight hours after listening to days of testimony that delved into the minutes after police pulled over Nichols for a traffic stop and when the 29-year-old FedEx worker was repeatedly hit and kicked by the officers.
The verdict is a blow for police reform advocates who hoped a guilty verdict would motivate support for their efforts. But supporters of the officers say that they were following police procedure and that the prosecution was driven by public outcry.
Prosecutors argued that the former officers had a duty to protect Nichols but became angry when he fled after being pulled over. Attorneys for the men warned jurors that a conviction would hurt law enforcement's ability to aggressively pursue suspects in a violent city.
The officers hugged their attorneys and each other after the verdict was read. "Hallelujah, thank you, Jesus," a family member of one of the former officers repeatedly shouted after leaving the courtroom.
"It is hard to represent a person when the media and the activists have spent so much time prejudging a man," said Martin Zummach, who represented one of the officers, Justin Smith Jr. Smith is a good Christian, he said. "He is my friend and only just happens to be African American. It's too bad that everything in Memphis is about race."
All of the former officers involved in the beating are Black, as was Nichols.
On the evening of Jan. 7, 2023, Nichols was driving to his home in a nearly all-Black neighborhood in East Memphis when an officer noticed him speeding up to beat a red light. The officer didn't find any warrants after running Nichols's plates but decided to pull him over.
Nichols managed to run away after being pulled from his car and forced to the ground. Officers caught up to Nichols again less than 100 yards from his mother's house. One pepper-sprayed Nichols and then beat him with his baton. Another kicked and punched him. This confrontation, which was captured by a police camera at the intersection, lasted a few minutes before officers picked up Nichols and laid him against a car. An additional 22 minutes passed before a stretcher was brought out for Nichols and he was taken to a hospital in critical condition.
He died in the hospital three days later.
"Today's verdicts are a devastating miscarriage of justice," Ben Crump and Antonio Romanucci, who have represented Nichols's family, said in a statement. "Let this be a rally cry: we must confront the broken systems that empowered this injustice."
The verdicts come at a pivotal moment for police reform efforts. Advocates hoped the case would show that rogue officers could be held accountable, and they worried that an acquittal could stall their movement. Public support for overhauls sparked by the death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police has waned significantly since 2020, according to the Pew Research Center. President Donald Trump campaigned on a platform of empowering officers to aggressively "clean up" American cities, and his Justice Department has essentially halted federal efforts to hold local police departments accountable.
"The verdict is not surprising to me in the sense that it's extremely rare for officers to be charged with a crime, let alone to be convicted for killing anybody in the United States," said Samuel Sinyangwe, executive director of Mapping Police Violence, which tracks cases of police use of force. "There's almost no accountability from the criminal legal system when it comes to officers shooting and killing people."
The three former officers were already found guilty of several federal charges, including excessive force resulting in injury, but they were acquitted last year of the most serious ones, including civil rights violations resulting in death. They have not been sentenced on those charges yet but are likely to face prison time.
In the federal trial, Demetrius Haley was convicted of excessive force resulting in injury, deliberate indifference resulting in injury, conspiracy to witness tamper and witness tampering. Smith and Tadarrius Bean were found guilty of witness tampering.
Two other officers involved in the killing, Emmitt Martin III and Desmond Mills Jr., pleaded guilty to state and federal charges.
During the week-long state trial, prosecutors and defense attorneys dissected videos of the beating gathered from a surveillance camera and the officers' body cameras. The officers' attorneys argued that the videos didn't reflect the reality of what happened and the intense pressure the officers faced. If Nichols had cooperated when police attempted to handcuff him, the encounter would have ended differently, they told jurors.

Shelby County Deputy District Attorney Paul Hagerman, left, speaks to RowVaughn Wells, Tyre Nichols's mother, before the verdict is read Wednesday. (George Walker IV/AP)


The officers were following police policy and convicting them would handcuff the city, defense attorneys warned.
But Mills, one of the officers who already pleaded guilty, painted a different picture, telling the state jury that as he beat Nichols with a baton that night, Martin and Smith were yelling, "Hit him."
Prosecutors said the trial wasn't an indictment against all law enforcement, but about the actions of the three men on trial.
The jury found the former officers not guilty of second-degree murder, aggravated assault and kidnapping.
Policing is a demanding and challenging profession, said John Keith Perry, Bean's lawyer. Bean built a reputation for "professionalism and integrity" and reducing his career to a single moment "does a disservice to the facts and to his record," he said.
"The path forward must include accountability, but it must also include fairness," Perry said. "That includes ensuring that Black officers are not disproportionately vilified or discarded when complex situations arise."
Steve Mulroy, Shelby County's district attorney, said he didn't understand the jury's verdict.
"I personally think any fair-minded person who watches the video would come to the conclusion that everybody there had some responsibility for Tyre Nichols's death," Mulroy said.
But his office, Mulroy said, will continue to hold officers responsible for their misdeeds despite the verdict.
"If we're going to have any silver lining from this dark cloud of the event itself, it has to be that we need to reaffirm our commitments to police reform and to doing what we need to do to make sure that tragedies like this don't happen again," he said at a news conference after the verdict.

Tyre Nichols's photo is displayed during a service at Mount Olive Cathedral CME Church in Memphis on Jan. 29, 2023. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)
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Trump taps MAHA influencer for surgeon general, replacing first pick
Casey Means, a key ally to HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., replaces Janette Nesheiwat, a physician criticized for promoting coronavirus vaccines.
By Fenit Nirappil, Rachel Roubein | 2025-05-08

Dr. Casey Means, a wellness influencer, left, and journalist Megan Kelly, attend a confirmation hearing for Robert F. Kennedy Jr. for the Secretary of Health and Human Services post, at the Capitol in Washington, Jan. 29, 2025. (Ben Curtis/AP)


The White House pulled the nomination of Janette Nesheiwat to be the surgeon general in favor of Casey Means, a key figure in the "Make America Healthy Again" movement.
The decision came a day before Nesheiwat, a physician and former Fox News medical commentator, was scheduled to appear before the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee on Thursday for a confirmation hearing. She faced intense conservative criticism for her past advocacy for coronavirus vaccines and scrutiny of her medical education claims.
Casey Means, along with her brother, Calley Means, are key allies to Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Both helped drive momentum behind Kennedy's MAHA initiative to tackle chronic disease and childhood illness, which gained prominence during the fall campaign season. Calley Means serves as a White House senior adviser focusing on food and other MAHA-related health issues.
"Casey has impeccable 'MAHA' credentials, and will work closely with our wonderful Secretary of Health and Human Services, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., to ensure a successful implementation of our Agenda in order to reverse the Chronic Disease Epidemic, and ensure Great Health, in the future, for ALL Americans," President Donald Trump wrote in a Truth Social post Wednesday. "Her academic achievements, together with her life's work, are absolutely outstanding."

Janette Nesheiwat, then the nominee for surgeon general, listens as President Donald Trump speaks at his first Cabinet meeting of his second term. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Casey Means has said she earned a medical degree at Stanford University but dropped out of a residency program because she was frustrated the health-care system did not focus enough on the root causes of poor health. She went on to become a chronic-disease entrepreneur and health influencer with a large social media following. Along with her brother, she wrote a book titled "Good Energy: The Surprising Connection between Metabolism and Limitless Health," which details how Americans can take control of their own health care to avoid chronic disease.
Last year, she -- at times along with her brother -- appeared on a range of podcasts and shows, such as those hosted by Joe Rogan and Tucker Carlson. The latter appearance has racked up nearly 4 million views on YouTube since August.
"I think the assumption that Americans are stupid and they don't understand things, they rejected that," Casey Means said of voters in the 2024 election during an appearance on "Real Time With Bill Maher" in November. "And they said, 'We're going to come out and vote for people who trust us to make nuanced decisions and have nuanced ideas.'"
Trump officials last year considered her to run the Food and Drug Administration, The Washington Post previously reported.
Means emphasizes food and nutrition in her messaging but has also raised concerns about vaccines.
"Yeah, I bet that one vaccine probably isn't causing autism, but what about the 20 that they are getting before 18 months?" Means said in the Rogan podcast episode, KFF Health News reported. On the Carlson show, she questioned whether infants should be vaccinated for hepatitis B.
Trump said Nesheiwat would work "in another capacity at HHS."
Nesheiwat's selection in November prompted an uproar from some conservative activists angered by her statements early in the coronavirus pandemic praising vaccines and masking.
Nesheiwat and Means did not immediately return requests for comment. White House officials did not immediately return a request for comment on why her nomination was pulled. Bloomberg News first reported the pulled nomination.
Nesheiwat is the sister-in-law of embattled Michael Waltz, whom Trump ousted as national security adviser and nominated to instead serve as ambassador to the United Nations.
Laura Loomer, a far-right activist who successfully pushed for the firings of several national security officials, also targeted Nesheiwat, recently describing her in an X post as a "pro-COVID vaccine nepo appointee."
The critiques escalated after CBS News reported last month that Nesheiwat misrepresented her educational credentials, listing a medical degree from the University of Arkansas School of Medicine when she actually earned the degree from the American University of the Caribbean School of Medicine.
Liz Wheeler, a conservative media figure who has been highly critical of Nesheiwat since her selection, praised the White House decision to pull the nomination, describing her on X as "a Covid freak who supported masking kids, called the mRNA jab a 'gift from God,' and thanked Facebook for censoring 'anti-vax' info."
Wheeler was referencing a 2021 Fox News opinion piece in which Nesheiwat called "miraculous" coronavirus vaccines "a gift from God" and television appearances in summer 2021 supporting children masking in schools to avoid the highly contagious delta variant.
Peter Hotez, a pediatrician and prominent vaccine proponent whom Nesheiwat has praised, said she offered a bright spot for public health in an administration in which high-profile vaccine critics serve in top federal health roles.
"She was sincere and someone really positive about vaccines and immunization and would have been good at carrying that message," said Hotez, co-director of the Texas Children's Hospital Center for Vaccine Development. "Finally you get someone who's done her best to defend vaccines, and she's the odd person out."
Nesheiwat in recent years adopted a more critical tone toward coronavirus vaccines, blasting mandates and calling the addition of them to routine childhood immunization schedule unethical.
Nesheiwat is not the only Trump administration nomination to fall apart. Chad Chronister, a Florida sheriff tapped to head the Drug Enforcement Administration, withdrew after conservative criticism of his enforcement of pandemic restrictions, including arresting a pastor who held large church services in March 2020 in defiance of health orders.
Vaccine views drove the White House in March to withdraw the nomination of Dave Weldon to lead the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In that case, Weldon's past promotion of the false claims that vaccines can cause autism raised concerns about political consequences.
Lauren Weber contributed to this report.
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Detained Tufts student must be transferred to Vermont, appeals court rules
The ruling is a setback to the Trump administration crackdown on international students involved in pro-Palestinian activism.
By Joanna Slater | 2025-05-07

An image from security camera video shows Rumeysa Ozturk, a 30-year-old doctoral student at Tufts University, being detained by federal agents in Sommerville, Massachusetts, on March 25. (AP)


A Tufts graduate student who has spent the past six weeks in a detention center in Louisiana for writing an opinion article in a student newspaper must be returned to Vermont for future hearings in her case, a federal appeals court ruled Wednesday.
Rumeysa Ozturk, a Turkish citizen, was grabbed by masked federal agents outside her home in Massachusetts in late March. The agents drove her to Vermont and then flew her to Louisiana. Ozturk's lawyer was not informed of her location until almost 24 hours after she disappeared.
On Wednesday, a panel of judges at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit ordered Ozturk returned to Vermont by May 14, denying the government's bid to appeal the lower-court ruling that had initiated the transfer.
The decision marks a setback for the Trump administration in its crackdown on international students and researchers involved in pro-Palestinian activism who Trump officials allege created a hostile atmosphere for Jewish students.
In several cases, the government has arrested pro-Palestinian students -- including U.S. permanent residents -- and swiftly sent them to detention centers in states such as Louisiana and Texas as a prelude to deporting them.
The students have not been accused of any crimes, and immigration lawyers say the arrests and transfers are unprecedented. To initiate deportation proceedings, the Trump administration is using an obscure provision of immigration law that allows the removal of a person whose presence is deemed to undermine U.S. foreign policy.
In Ozturk's case, her student visa was revoked in March, though she was not notified. The Department of Homeland Security has said Ozturk, 30, engaged in activities "in support of Hamas," a U.S-designated terrorist organization, but in the weeks since she was detained, neither the agency nor prosecutors have provided evidence for that claim.
Instead, government filings in her case have cited a memo that refers only to a 2024 opinion piece she co-wrote in a Tufts student newspaper criticizing the university's response to Israel's military campaign in Gaza.
Internal correspondence in Ozturk's case reveals that DHS recommended revoking Ozturk's visa. Ozturk "engaged in anti-Israel activism," a senior DHS official wrote. "Specifically," he continued, Ozturk "co-authored an Op-ed article" that called for Tufts to divest from companies with ties to Israel.
However, a subsequent State Department memo found that while Ozturk had criticized Tufts's response to the war in Gaza, DHS did not produce any evidence showing that she had engaged in antisemitic activity or made public statements indicating support for a terrorist organization.
Ozturk is completing her doctorate in child study and human development. When she was seized off the street, she later said, she feared for her life. The same evening Ozturk was arrested, a judge issued an order requiring authorities to keep her in Massachusetts. By that time, she was already in Vermont. A lower court ordered the Trump administration to transfer her back to that state from Louisiana.

Rumeysa Ozturk on an apple-picking trip in 2021. (AP)


Since late March, Ozturk has been held in an ICE detention facility. Ozturk, who suffers from asthma attacks, told the court that such respiratory episodes have become more frequent and harder to control during her time in detention, where she is mostly kept indoors in a cramped room with 23 other women.
Under Wednesday's order, Ozturk will be transferred to a detention facility in Vermont where she can attend upcoming hearings on her arrest in person. Meanwhile, her immigration proceeding will continue in Louisiana.
Ozturk's detention "is as cruel as it is unconstitutional," said Jessie Rossman of the ACLU of Massachusetts and a member of Ozturk's legal team. "Today, we moved one step closer to returning Rumeysa to her community and studies in Massachusetts."
The appeals court panel rejected the government's arguments that a federal court did not have jurisdiction to review Ozturk's detention and that transferring her to Vermont represented a significant burden. A spokesperson for the Justice Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Judges in other cases have also pushed back against the Trump administration's moves to shift international students and researchers to more conservative jurisdictions. On Tuesday, a federal judge said a Georgetown scholar currently detained in Texas must have his case heard in Virginia, where his lawyers originally filed a petition challenging his arrest.
John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Anti-government group threatens crucial weather radars, NOAA warns
Veterans on Patrol, which spread conspiracy theories in the wake of Hurricane Helene, has encouraged followers to visit sites hosting weather equipment.
By Angie Orellana Hernandez, Scott Dance | 2025-05-07

A Doppler radar in West Monroe, Louisiana. (Nicolas Galindo/The News-Star)


An anti-government group is making threats against weather equipment that it says is a "weather weapon" controlled by the military, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration warned employees.
In emails widely shared with National Weather Service staff this month and obtained by The Washington Post, the NOAA Office of Security warned of threats it said are being coordinated by Veterans on Patrol, an extremist group motivated by anti-government beliefs and conspiracy theories.
NOAA's central office said in the emails that there were no specific or credible threats at this time, but it did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
"Out of an abundance of caution, we are asking all regions to notify their field offices and radar technicians to maintain increased vigilance when at or near radar sites," NOAA's central office informed leadership across the country in a May 1 memo, which advised NWS staff to notify local law enforcement of any suspicious behavior.
Experts who track domestic extremism say the group has not taken overtly violent action before, but they say its rhetoric comes amid a rise in domestic extremism fueled by conspiracy theories about the government's legitimacy. Veterans on Patrol often mobilizes in communities hit by disasters, as it did in North Carolina after Hurricane Helene, and criticizes the government response.
Veterans on Patrol's messaging is "just another cog in the wheel of anti-government conspiracy theories," according to Luke Baumgartner, a research fellow at the Program on Extremism at George Washington University.
Veterans on Patrol on Wednesday posted a response from founder Michael "Lewis Arthur" Meyer to The Post's requests for comment to its account on the social media app Telegram. Meyer said the group will move forward with its plans to target the radars.
"We intend to take as many NexRads offline as possible once our attack simulations have prepared us," Meyer wrote. He said he had "full authority" to do so. Meyer said the "attack simulations" would go until June but potentially into August, without giving details about the operations.
Meyer, who is not a veteran, originally founded the group as Walking for the Forgotten Ministry, according to Baumgartner and the Southern Poverty Law Center. It first aimed to raise public awareness of the disproportionate rates of suicides among veterans, before embracing vigilantism and conspiracy theories like QAnon, the SPLC said.
NOAA said Veterans on Patrol was recruiting people for "penetration drills" on locations hosting Next Generation Weather Radar (NEXRAD) systems, which are composed of white, spherical Doppler weather radars that detect precipitation, wind and thunderstorms. The equipment is also operated by the Federal Aviation Administration and the U.S. Air Force to chart aircraft, according to NOAA.
Veterans on Patrol believes the infrastructure is a "weather weapon" controlled by the military against Americans, NOAA wrote in an email. The group's leadership wrote in repeated messages to Telegram that the equipment was "poisoning our skies."
The group shared images of radar sites last week, encouraging followers to investigate whether the equipment can be "easily sabotaged." Messages sent Sunday identified an unspecified NEXRAD site supposedly in Northern California that was visited by a "lone wolf."
The group also said it had "boots on the ground" gathering information in Washington and Oklahoma. The Veterans on Patrol Telegram group has more than 6,000 followers.
The group has a controversial past, including encouraging armed individuals to conduct border patrols in Arizona, going as far as illegally holding migrants, Baumgartner said.
Similar to other far-right groups, VOP recruits people by offering itself up as a "safe haven" to those who are struggling, he said.
"Conspiracy theories prey on the vulnerable, and they prey on those seeking answers to the questions that they have about their own lives," Baumgartner said.
Veterans on Patrol drew national attention in October when members descended on parts of western North Carolina days after Hurricane Helene devastated the region with massive flooding.
At one relief center in a grocery store parking lot in the town of Lake Lure, members of the group began leading an effort to collect and disseminate donated supplies, including bottled water, food and clothing.
But when it became clear to some residents that the group was spreading misinformation -- including claims that the government somehow steered Helene into the region so it could take land and harvest minerals, and that the Federal Emergency Management Agency was directing aid toward undocumented immigrants, terrorists and criminals -- they pushed back against the group, prompting it to abandon the relief site, The Post previously reported.
Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Conclave live updates: New pope elected, white smoke over Sistine Chapel proclaims
        Sammy Westfall, Rachel Pannett, Kelsey Ables, Victoria Bisset, Anthony Faiola, Mikhail Klimentov

        Cheers erupted and suspense built in the Vatican's St. Peter's Square as cardinals announced with clamor and smoke that a successor to Pope Francis had been named.

      

      
        Bill Aitken, writer who adopted India as 'father' of hippies, dies at 90
        Brian Murphy

        The Scottish-born Mr. Aitken followed what would become the Hippie Trail to India in 1959 and wrote books exploring the country and his spiritual journey.

      

      
        China's Xi stands with Putin against international 'bullying'
        Robyn Dixon, Lily Kuo

        The Trump administration has said it wants to pull apart Russia and China, but the two countries need each other too much.

      

      
        Pakistan says it downed Indian drones as India claims to strike Lahore
        Haq Nawaz Khan, Rick Noack, Shams Irfan, Karishma Mehrotra

        Amid fears of further escalation, Pakistan said it shot down 12 drones overnight, while India said it targeted an air defense system in Lahore.

      

      
        E.U. threatens tariffs on aircraft, car parts if U.S. trade talks fail
        Ellen Francis

        The E.U. proposed a list of $100 billion worth of U.S. goods that could face tariffs if trade talks with the Trump administration fail to yield a deal.

      

      
        Ukraine ratifies U.S. minerals deal as fighting continues despite ceasefire
        Isobel Koshiw, Kostiantyn Khudov, Natalia Abbakumova

        Fighting continued despite Moscow's declared three-day ceasefire, with seven people killed in Ukraine by Russian strikes.

      

      
        What's in a name? The meaning and history behind choosing a papal name.
        Kelsey Ables, Vivian Ho, Amaya Verde

        When the conclave is over and cardinals choose a pope, the new pontiff will be introduced by his papal name. Popular names include John, Gregory and Benedict.

      

      
        El Salvador wants America's prisoners. And its tourists.
        Natalie Compton

        President Nayib Bukele's government has poured millions of dollars into developing El Salvador's coast. U.S. travelers might be more familiar with the CECOT prison.

      

      
        In wartime Russia, schools prepare the next generation of fighters
        Francesca Ebel

        Since the invasion of Ukraine, the Russian education system has cranked the patriotic themes into overdrive, seeking to mold the soldiers of tomorrow.

      

      
        U.S. presses reluctant U.N., allies to support Israel's Gaza aid plan
        Karen DeYoung, Claire Parker

        The Trump administration is pressing the U.N., aid organizations and allies to participate in a new Israeli plan to resume limited aid to Gaza under conditions that Israel will strictly control.

      

      
        Judge warns Trump administration against Libya deportations
        Maria Sacchetti, Adam Taylor, Marianne LeVine, Dan Lamothe

        The stern order followed reports indicating the U.S. was poised to send a planeload of immigrants to the troubled African nation.

      

      
        U.S. and China to hold high-level trade talks in Switzerland this weekend
        Christian Shepherd

        Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and Trade Representative Jamieson Greer will meet Chinese officials, but expectations for a breakthrough in their trade war are low.

      

      
        Black smoke over Vatican signals no pope chosen on first day of conclave
        Kelsey Ables, Victoria Craw, Anthony Faiola, Sammy Westfall, Mikhail Klimentov

        Cardinal electors have withdrawn to pray, deliberate and cast votes in secret elections. The proceedingss are set to continue Thursday.

      

      
        No pope is chosen after first day of Vatican conclave
        Anthony Faiola, Michelle Boorstein

        Over the coming days, eyes will search for the billowing white smoke that signals Habemus Papam: "We have a pope."

      

      
        Pakistan claims to have downed Indian warplanes, vows response to strikes
        Shaiq Hussain, Rick Noack, Karishma Mehrotra, Shams Irfan, Haq Nawaz Khan

        India's military said the strikes were in retaliation for a militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir. Analysts warned that the risk of escalation is rising.

      

      
        Ukraine, Russia trade air attacks ahead of World War II anniversary
        Isobel Koshiw, Mary Ilyushina, Francesca Ebel

        A third night of drone attacks near Moscow has snarled airports as foreign leaders start arriving for Russia's Victory Day celebrations.

      

      
        Biden's Gaza pier was more dangerous and costly than previously known
        Alex Horton

        The aid mission was beset with challenges from the start, including rough seas that tore the pier apart, ships that ran aground and the death of a U.S. soldier.

      

      
        Are India and Pakistan at risk of war? Here's what to know.
        Niha Masih, Frances Vinall

        India launched strikes inside Pakistan that killed at least 21 in retaliation for a deadly militant attack last month in Indian-administered Kashmir.

      

      
        Tourist's charge of $1,200 for candy leads to police raid, den of illicit goods
        Annabelle Timsit

        Authorities have cracked down on stores selling American candy on London's Oxford Street, saying some also sell fake or dangerous goods and dodge taxes.
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Conclave live updates: New pope elected, white smoke over Sistine Chapel proclaims
Cheers erupted and suspense built in the Vatican's St. Peter's Square as cardinals announced with clamor and smoke that a successor to Pope Francis had been named.
By Sammy Westfall, Rachel Pannett, Kelsey Ables, Victoria Bisset, Anthony Faiola, Mikhail Klimentov, Aaron Steckelberg, Maham Javaid, Leslie Shapiro, Manuel Canales, Michelle Boorstein, Vivian Ho, Amaya Verde, Gaya Gupta, Daniel Wu, Marisa Bellack, Chris Alcantara, Victoria Craw, Dan Michalski | 2025-05-08
Cheers erupted and suspense built in the Vatican's St. Peter's Square on Thursday as cardinals announced with a billow of white smoke and the pealing of church bells that a successor to Pope Francis has been named. The world will learn their choice when the new pope appears on a balcony overlooking the square.
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Bill Aitken, writer who adopted India as 'father' of hippies, dies at 90
The Scottish-born Mr. Aitken followed what would become the Hippie Trail to India in 1959 and wrote books exploring the country and his spiritual journey.
By Brian Murphy | 2025-05-08

Bill Aitken at his home in Mussoorie, India. Mr. Aitken was a writer, an environmentalist and a leader in efforts to save India's steam trains. (Mussoorie Writers)


Bill Aitken, a self-described "founding father of the hippies" who hitchhiked from England to India in 1959 and became a literary guru for generations of wanderers with books that explored the subcontinent's rivers and railways and the spiritual quest that shaped his life, died April 16 at a hospital in Dehradun, India. He was 90.
Mr. Aitken's death, from injuries suffered in a fall at his home in the shadow of the Himalayas, was confirmed by Karan Madhok, editor of the Chakkar, an Indian arts journal.
His more than a dozen books -- mixing travelogue, history, and doses of his dry wit and self-reflection -- became staples in the contemporary Western syllabus of Indian adventures. Yet the Scottish-born Mr. Aitken was also widely celebrated in India's literary circles as among the European writers who strove to see poetry in something as simple as a little-used rail spur or as grand as a mountain vista.
In "The Nanda Devi Affair" (1994), Mr. Aitken described the life-changing moment in October 1961 when, as a young sojourner with no fixed plans, he first gazed upon the Himalayan peak rising more than 25,640 feet and decided to remain in India.
"There was something commanding in the Devi's beauty as she lay before my eyes, essentially royal and feminine," he wrote. "All the cliques about Nanda as queen surrounded by courtiers were appropriate for she towered above the rest with a regal detachment."
In his later years, Mr. Aitken was an eminence grise of the hill station Mussoorie, which has drawn European writers since the 19th century for its panorama of the Himalayas to the north. He regaled visitors with stories and parables from his wide travels across India and recounted the kismet that led him from Scotland.
"I am one of those awkward customers who swims the wrong way," he told author Malcolm Tillis in "New Lives" (2004), an oral history of Westerners who settled in India.
One day in 1959, when he was 25, he stood at the English Channel port of Dover in a kilt. He had just broken up with his girlfriend and had left his teaching job. For years, he had struggled with personal questions of faith and spirituality as a student of comparative religion, he recalled.
He decided he needed to roam and planned to hitchhike around the world. The kilt, he thought, was a nice touch of Scottish pride and the unusual outfit might help him get a lift. He set off on what would become the Hippie Trail a decade later: the overland circuit that brought thousands of adventurers -- and probably even more copies of Jack Kerouac's "The Dharma Bums" -- to India before the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan closed the way.
He got rides on "an astounding assortment of transport," Mr. Aitken told the Yorkshire Post, "that included lifts by a Danish scooterist, an Austrian TV salesman, a Greek melon transporter, an American oil rig team in Turkey." He ditched the kilt in Istanbul. The heavy wool was not suited for the warming weather.
Weeks later, he arrived in Kolkata (then known as Calcutta), where he planned to catch a steamer across of the Bay of Bengal to Malaysia to continue what he called a "spiritual pilgrimage." The snag was that he was nearly out of money.
He landed a teaching job and, while browsing at the Asiatic Society Library one day, he started reading the 1934 book "Nanda Devi" by mountaineer Eric Shipton, who traversed the summits that surround India's second-tallest peak.
"Nothing now mattered save the urgent need to follow in Shipton's footsteps," he recalled. That led to the trip to the mountains in 1961, staying on the floor of a simple guesthouse after a supper of water and a lump of molasses. He awoke the next morning to see the clouds pull back to reveal Nanda Devi. He called it a "spiritual striptease."
"The peaks and particularly Nanda Devi spoke so directly and emphatically that there and then I made the decision to leave Calcutta and come and live among them," he wrote.
Mr. Aitken spent most of the 1960s working at ashrams within sight of the Himalayas. The first was run by the former Catherine Heilman, a woman from England who took the name Sarla Behn and was known as one of the "British daughters" of Mohandas K. Gandhi during the struggle for Indian independence from Britain in 1947.
Mr. Aitken then entered an ashram run by Krishna Prem, a former British military pilot during World War I who had been born Ronald Nixon. Mr. Aitken stayed seven years, becoming known locally as a skilled baker.
In 1969, he was asked to help sort out some legal paperwork of Prithwi Bir Kaur, a London-educated member of the former rulers of the Sikh principality of Jind, which became part of India in 1948. Mr. Aitken became her secretary and moved into her home, known as Oakless, which was filled with stately antiques and mounted deer heads from long-ago hunting expeditions.
They were companions until her death in 2010 and often embarked on long rail journeys across India with special attention to narrow-gauge secondary lines and outposts. The trips were recounted in books including "Travels by a Lesser Line" (1993) and "Branch Line to Eternity" (2001), written two years after Mr. Aitken and Mark Tully, then the BBC's New Delhi bureau chief, founded the Steam Railway Society that saved several steam locomotives from the scrapyard.
Mr. Aitken used train travel as both a vantage point to observe India and also as a metaphor for his spiritual explorations, wrote best-selling Indian novelist Anuradha Roy in a 2001 essay in India's Hindu newspaper. She described, with awe and reverence, how Mr. Aitken was able to wrap bigger questions of life around the chug of a slow-moving train or the chaos of a bus stuck in the mud. "A profound air of beatitude settled on both mind and body," Roy wrote. "At such moments, you know exactly what eternity feels like."
Mr. Aitken liked to joke: "I came to India to study comparative religion, but I found comparative railways much more interesting."
William McKay Aitken was born in Tullibody, a village about 30 miles from Edinburgh, on May 31, 1934. He would often recall that on that same day in India, the mountaineer Shipton was part of team that was believed to be the first to cross the peaks ringing Nanda Devi. (A separate group of Anglo-American climbers reached the summit in 1936.)
As a child, he liked to climb to the top of the nearby hill. "I hated going to church but loved sitting on top of that peak," he told the Indian site Firstpost. "I felt like one with the universe. And I thought, this is divinity."
His father, a coppersmith, moved to England to find work, and the family was reunited in Birmingham after World War II. Mr. Aitken studied comparative religion at the University of Leeds and went on personal faith shopping as he worked his way toward a master's degree.
"I had Holy Communion with the Quakers, the Mormons," he recounted. "I went to the High Anglicans, the Low Anglicans." Nothing seemed to fit. His planned round-the-world trek was a chance to sample other ways of worship.
His last book, "Sri Sathya Sai Baba: A Life" (2006), is a biography of the leader of a Hindu-influenced religious movement that Mr. Aitken followed. In "Seven Sacred Rivers" (1992), Mr. Aitken looked beyond the mighty Ganges to journey along India's other waterways such as the Brahmaputra high on the Tibetan plateau and the Krishna that slices across southern India.
His other books include "Footloose in the Himalaya" (2003) and "Divining the Deccan" (1999) about accounts of his travels through India by motorcycle.
Mr. Aitken, who became an Indian citizen in 1972, commented frequently on environmental damage in India as the population swelled and use of plastics became common. In recent years, he assailed the Indian government for expanding military facilities in the regions near Tibet amid growing tensions with China.
"India's own defense forces have caused much greater and irreversible damage to the Himalayan environment than any invader could," he wrote. (In 1988, the Nanda Devi area became a UNESCO World Heritage site.)
Mr. Aitken, who had no immediate survivors, often allowed his home to become a hub of the cultural and literary community in Mussoorie. Yet he revealed his yearning for solitude when asked once about his favorite time of year.
The monsoon season, he told the Hindustan Times. "That is one time not many people knock on the door," he said, "and one can sit quietly and write."
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China's Xi stands with Putin against international 'bullying'
The Trump administration has said it wants to pull apart Russia and China, but the two countries need each other too much.
By Robyn Dixon, Lily Kuo | 2025-05-08

Russian President Vladimir Putin welcomes Chinese leader Xi Jinping before their meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow on Thursday. (Yuri Kochetkov/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese leader Xi Jinping greeted one another as "dear friend" on Thursday as they met in Moscow's Grand Kremlin Palace, portraying their close partnership as a stabilizing force in a troubled world, and signing a statement critical of the United States.
They strongly condemned the use of tariffs and "unilateral illegitimate restrictive measures," a criticism that was directed at Washington, with China under intense economic pressure in President Donald Trump's trade war.
Xi and Putin pledged to counter U.S. efforts at "dual containment" of Russia and China, vowing to "resolutely oppose the imposition of hostile approaches towards Russia and China."
They also criticized Trump's "Golden Dome" missile shield as "deeply destabilizing" and warned that the risk of a nuclear war was closer, portraying themselves as responsible leaders while blaming other nuclear powers for the "confrontational policy and rhetoric of individual countries and their associations."
On the eve of Russia's Victory Day parade marking the defeat of Nazi Germany in World War II, Putin said that China and Russia were standing up to neo-Nazism, part of the Kremlin's propaganda drive painting Ukraine's defense against Russia's years-long invasion as a revival of Nazism in Europe.
"Together with our Chinese friends, we firmly stand guard over the historical truth, protect the memory of the war years and counter modern manifestations of neo-Nazism and militarism," Putin said.
For his part, Xi said that Russia and China stand against bullying, in what appeared to be a reference to the U.S. tariffs and pledged to promote an orderly, multipolar world.
"Facing the current headwinds of unilateralism and bullying behavior by powerful forces in the international community, China stands together with Russia to shoulder the special responsibilities of being a global power and a permanent member of the U.N. Security Council," Xi said.
The meeting projected the importance of the two countries' close economic ties, deflecting the Trump administration's effort to weaken their relationship by offering inducements and concessions to Moscow, while pressuring Beijing with 145 percent tariffs.
Putin said after the meeting that cooperation had reached its "highest level," describing the Russia-China relationship as an "unbreakable friendship."
Although China says that it is neutral in Russia's war on Ukraine, Xi's visit for  the Victory Day military parade offered a strong signal of support, underscoring the importance of Chinese trade in supporting Russia's war effort. A People's Liberation Army honor guard is among the foreign military contingents that will march in Friday's parade.
When Xi visited Putin for a pomp-filled summit two years ago, he had a special message: Together, he and Putin were driving "changes the likes of which we haven't seen for 100 years."
He was signaling Chinese and Russian confidence in the United States' inevitable long-term decline and the opportunities opening up for Beijing and Moscow, according to analysts.
That goal appears suddenly closer, with Trump's retreat from global leadership, threats to absorb other countries and territories, disruption of NATO and transatlantic ties, and steep tariffs on more than 70 countries.
When Xi spoke of driving changes not seen for a century, "it's essentially an upending of the American-led order," said Richard McGregor, senior fellow for East Asia at the Sydney-based Lowy Institute. "I certainly think it underlines how Xi sees Putin in the partner for that."
As Xi faces a more confrontational and unpredictable U.S., demonstrating that China has friends, especially in Moscow, is important -- much as Putin, since  the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, has relied on China to project his global clout and signal he has powerful partners, despite Western attempts to isolate him.
Trump's tariffs have put China under immense economic and political pressure, spurring Xi to boost ties with Asia and Europe and portray Beijing as a beacon of calm, resolute stability and Trump as a reckless force wreaking global economic havoc.
But Russia's economy is also under intense pressure, with continuing Western sanctions exacerbated by the recent four-year low in oil prices that has sharply reduced Russia's budget revenue, deepening its reliance on trade with China.

From left, U.S. officials Steve Witkoff, Keith Kellogg and Marco Rubio hold a diplomatic meeting in Paris with Ukrainian officials Andriy Yermak, Andrii Sybiha and Rustem Umerov. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/AFP/Getty Images)


Trump officials have been  open about their efforts to undermine Russia-China ties: Trump said in October that he had to "un-unite" Russia and China "and I think I can do that." He repeated to a Fox News interviewer in March that "you don't want Russia and China to get together."
Trump's envoy to Ukraine, retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg, told the Munich Security Conference in February that the U.S. had to "break" Russia and China apart, and separate Russia from allies such as Iran and North Korea.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio told right-wing outlet Breitbart News in February that the plan was to "dilute ties" between Moscow and Beijing.
Analysts say that remains unlikely.
Scott Kennedy, senior adviser in Chinese business and economics at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, said the U.S. war on the international trading system "made Beijing more likely, not less, to strengthen its ties with Moscow."
Xi's visit is of immense symbolic importance to Putin as he tries to link the struggle against the Nazis in World War II to his war against Ukraine. In contrast to past years, when the parade has been a subdued affair, Friday's event is expected to be massive.
"We will prepare a good and eventful program," Putin said last month. "I hope this will not only be related to the Chinese president's participation in the celebration ceremonies but will also be his special visit. He will be our principal guest."
Putin is hosting the leaders of at least two dozen countries at the parade, including Brazil, Slovakia and Serbia, for the first time since his 2022 invasion of Ukraine.
In return, Putin is to visit Beijing in September for events marking Japan's World War II surrender.
Ever since the announcement of China and Russia's "no limits" partnership, just days before the invasion of Ukraine, Beijing has tried to strike a balance of backing Moscow without actively supporting the war. But trade with China reaching $237 billion in 2024 has helped bankroll Moscow's war machine, as Russia has exported oil and gas to China and imported Chinese cars, electronics, machinery and materials crucial to war efforts.
China has stopped short of sending lethal weapons and continually calls for peace talks involving "all stakeholders," including the European Union.

Putin greets Xi during a welcoming ceremony for the BRICS gathering in Kazan in October. (Maxim Shipenkov/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


Russia and China have long shared a common cause in curbing U.S. global power, but their goals and methods differ. Putin is willing to tear down the global order, while Xi seeks to modify global institutions to better suit  an autocratic approach.
"China itself does not want to destroy the rules-based system; it mainly wants to be a free rider and modify the rules to its interests," Kennedy said.
"But by aligning with a country that does want to destroy the international order," he said, referring to Russia, "it has set itself directly against the European Union and the West more generally, making long-term tensions much harder to avoid."
The potential for closer U.S. ties does not appear to have given Putin substantially greater leverage with China, according to analysts, with Russia  still the dependent junior partner for the foreseeable future.
"The bottom line is that Russia will remain critically dependent on China, that this dependence will still be asymmetrical," said Alexander Gabuev, Russia and China expert and director of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center.
There are some limits to the Russia-China no-limits partnership, according to analysts, with some areas of potential tension between the two countries.
Beijing is wary of the escalating defense cooperation between Russia and North Korea, which has sent about 12,000 troops to the war in Ukraine.
"That's China's bailiwick or backyard, and they don't want other powers exercising influence over North Korea," McGregor said. He added that China also doesn't want North Korea getting assistance in accelerating its nuclear or missile program. "That's not in China's interest either, and that seems to be precisely what's happening."
For Russia, there is irritation that a massive gas pipeline project from Russia to China, the Power of Siberia 2, remains on hold. With Europe largely closed to  Moscow's gas exports since the war in Ukraine, a crucial plank in  Russia's hopes of replacing these losses is exports to China.
"To be honest, in the past three years, Sino-Russian cooperation has not reached the level that Russia had hoped for, and there are definitely some voices in Russia expressing this view," said Wan Qingsong, a research fellow at the Center for Russian Studies of East China Normal University. He added  that Xi's visit is an opportunity "to deal with these problems."
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Pakistan says it downed Indian drones as India claims to strike Lahore
Amid fears of further escalation, Pakistan said it shot down 12 drones overnight, while India said it targeted an air defense system in Lahore. 
By Haq Nawaz Khan, Rick Noack, Shams Irfan, Karishma Mehrotra | 2025-05-08

Investigators collect pieces of a suspected Indian drone at a crash site in Karachi, Pakistan, on Thursday. (Fareed Khan/AP)


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan -- India and Pakistan accused each other Thursday of further hostile operations, including drone attacks, one day after the nuclear-armed neighbors faced off in their worst military escalation in years.
Early Wednesday, New Delhi launched its deepest and deadliest strikes inside Pakistan in decades, hitting targets in Pakistani-administered Kashmir and -- for the first time in over half a century -- in the country's most populous province, Punjab. Islamabad claimed to have downed several Indian warplanes in response to the strikes -- which India has not confirmed or denied.
Both sides accused each other of limited attacks overnight. Pakistan's military said it shot down 12 drones inside the country, while India's Defense Ministry said it thwarted drone and missile attacks from Pakistan on Wednesday night into Thursday on 15 sites across the north and west. However, Pakistan denied carrying out any overnight attacks. India said its army targeted air defense radars and systems in Pakistan and "neutralised" an air defense system in Lahore.
The key question now is where the two countries go from here. Officials on both sides have claimed victory, with India saying it destroyed "terrorist camps" that it said were the target of the strikes.
But Pakistani Defense Minister Khawaja Asif told Reuters on Thursday that retaliation was "increasingly becoming certain," adding that "we have to respond."
"Any further escalation by Pakistan," Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said in a news conference Thursday, "will be responded to and is being responded to appropriately."
Pakistan characterized the attacks as a "cowardly" strike on civilians -- and on the nation itself. But in a televised address to Parliament on Wednesday, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also appeared at times to strike a de-escalatory tone, saying the Pakistani military had given India "a tit-for-tat response." Pakistan shot down five Indian warplanes, he said, including three French-made Rafales -- a claim that could not be independently verified.
Pakistan's chief military spokesman, Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, described Thursday's early-morning drone attacks as "yet another blatant military act of aggression" from India. One civilian was killed and another injured in the rural area of Miano, in Sindh province, Pakistani authorities said. Misri denied on Thursday that India had killed any civilians.
Pakistan said drones were downed in or around Rawalpindi, Chakwal, Attock, Lahore and Gujranwala -- suggesting they reached deep into Pakistan. Rawalpindi is the location of Pakistan's military headquarters.
Chaudhry also said one Indian drone near Lahore attacked a military target, injuring four soldiers and causing damage.
The U.S. Consulate in Lahore wrote in a security alert that it had directed all personnel to shelter in place because of "reports of drone explosions, downed drones, and possible airspace incursions in and near Lahore."

Passengers were left stranded at airports on May 7, after India launched strikes against Pakistan in response to a militant attack in Kashmir last month.


In India, there were signs of unease Thursday. At least 21 airports in the country's north will remain closed until at least Saturday, officials told an Indian news agency, while school was canceled in parts of the Kashmir region. Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said Thursday that India did not want to escalate tensions but would if pressed.
"If there are military attacks on us, there should be no doubt that it will be met with a very, very firm response," he said in a meeting with Iran's foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi.
"Kashmir has been through a lot in the last three decades, but I have never been this scared," said Zahid, 45, a resident of Wuyan village in the district of Pulwama, where locals say a jet crashed Wednesday night minutes after India launched its attack.
Zahid, who spoke on the condition that he be identified only by his first name for fear of reprisals, said he was sleeping at home when the jet crashed into a school building. "I had seen war footage only on television so far. Never imagined it would be this scary in reality," he said.
As Islamabad now weighs whether to retaliate after the deadly Indian strikes, the public mood in Pakistan will be a key factor, analysts said.
"There's mounting public pressure in Pakistan to take some form of retaliatory action," said Nishank Motwani, an analyst with the U.S. branch of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), a government-funded think tank.
Pakistan's military, long seen as the ultimate power broker there, saw its standing erode after the 2023 arrest of former prime minister Imran Khan and may view the nationalistic fervor as a way to win back public favor.

Demonstrators burn an effigy of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Multan, Pakistan, on Thursday. (Shahid Saeed Mirza/AFP/Getty Images)


Many Pakistanis applauded the army's response to the Indian strikes, with some gathering on the streets to cheer Wednesday and Thursday. "We are happy that the planes were shot down," said Adnan Shahid, 35, a teacher in Sialkot, one of the districts targeted by Indian strikes.
In Islamabad, authorities urged citizens on Thursday to join the civil defense brigades.
Usman Mujtaba, a 34-year-old who lives in southern Punjab, said many of his friends are eager to join the military. "Morale is high," he said, "and people want to join our armed forces to fight India."
A music video for a new war song spreading on social media in Pakistan -- but blocked in India -- showed soldiers marching in formation and firing artillery.
But for Pakistan, escalation comes with growing risks. The United States and China -- Pakistan's most powerful backers -- called Wednesday for mediation between New Delhi and Islamabad, but it was unclear who would take the lead on diplomatic efforts or whether the two countries were ready to seriously engage.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio emphasized to Pakistan's prime minister on a Thursday phone call that both countries should "work closely to de-escalate the situation," according to the Pakistani leader's office.
If Pakistan chooses to attack a military or strategic infrastructure target, killing a large number of people, "that could lead to massive escalation," said Sushant Singh, a Yale University lecturer and former Indian military official.

The Indian military said May 7 that it had launched strikes against Pakistan in retaliation for last month's militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir.


Questions also remain about the ultimate goals of India's escalation this week. New Delhi said the strikes were in retaliation for last month's rampage by gunmen in a tourist area in Pahalgam, in Indian-administered Kashmir. Twenty-six people were killed -- 25 Indians and one Nepalese citizen -- making it the deadliest assault on Indian civilians since the 2008 terrorist attacks in Mumbai by a Pakistani-based militant organization that left 166 people dead.
India linked the April 22 attack to Pakistan, but Islamabad denied any involvement and has called for an international investigation.
After Wednesday's strikes on Pakistan, there was an undercurrent of Hindu nationalism in New Delhi. Some senior politicians fawned over India's code name for its strikes -- Operation Sindoor, named for the vermilion that adorns Hindu brides and a likely reference to images of Hindu women grieving over the bodies of husbands slain in the Kashmir attacks.
Pravin Sawhney, the editor of an Indian defense magazine and a former army official, said he is troubled by the religious undertones of the operation's name, which local media said was chosen by the country's Hindu nationalist prime minister, Narendra Modi.
Sawhney said that politicizing India's secular military is harmful to unit cohesion and that the intent was very clear: "A political message is being sent to the people of India," he said, "that Hindus were killed there. So we have taken revenge."

The body of a victim of the militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir is carried for a funeral in Jaipur last month. (Anushree Fadnavis/Reuters)


Others believe India's message to Pakistan was the more important objective. Motwani, the ASPI analyst, said that by showing India has the "capability to strike by air from within its own borders deep inside Pakistan," New Delhi may be trying to "create a strategic space" for future operations and to "rewrite the deterrence playbook in South Asia."
Wednesday's escalation probably also holds strategic lessons. For instance, he said, if Pakistan's claims that it downed Indian warplanes prove to be correct, perhaps India will rely more on drones in the future, he said.
But by Thursday morning, India still had not officially responded to Pakistani claims to have downed the warplanes. Singh said staying silent about it makes it "very difficult to assess" the truth.
The Hindu, an Indian newspaper, deleted a social media post that said three Indian jets had been downed because there was no "on-record official information," it said on X, amid concern from journalists that Indian media might face government pressure if they report their findings fully.
Pakistani officials released a video Wednesday showing smoke rising from an apparent crash site. Prime Minister Sharif said Pakistani planes never entered Indian territory and shot down the aircraft only after they had "delivered their payload." The claims could not be independently verified.
Singh, the Yale lecturer, said India's silence could allow Pakistan to "claim a win, and maybe that could be an off-ramp" for escalation. If the reports that five aircraft have been lost are accurate, however, it would perhaps be the worst incident in Indian Air Force history, he said, tarnishing the Indian military's reputation and casting doubt on whether it could take on powers such as China.
Mushahid Hussain Sayed, a former chairman of Pakistan's Senate Defense Committee, said Pakistan relied on Chinese fighter jets and missile technology to counter the Indian strikes.
"Pakistan outclassed India," he said, "with the best of Chinese military technology."
Noack reported from Bangkok and Irfan from Srinagar, in Indian-administered Kashmir and Mehrotra from New Delhi.
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E.U. threatens tariffs on aircraft, car parts if U.S. trade talks fail
The E.U. proposed a list of $100 billion worth of U.S. goods that could face tariffs if trade talks with the Trump administration fail to yield a deal.
By Ellen Francis | 2025-05-08

A Boeing aircraft is assembled at the Boeing Renton Factory in Renton, Washington, on June 25, 2024. (Jennifer Buchanan/AFP/Getty Images)


BRUSSELS -- The European Union threatened Thursday to impose tariffs on U.S. aircraft, car parts and other products if talks with Washington break down, as the bloc attempts to coax the Trump administration toward a trade deal. Weeks of negotiations between European and American officials have failed to yield a breakthrough.
The European Commission, the E.U.'s executive branch, unveiled a list of U.S. products it could target with tariffs, totaling more than $100 billion. They would not take effect immediately, and the list of industrial and agricultural goods, including vegetables and machinery, could change after a month-long consultation with the bloc's 27 member states.
The threatened tariffs would be in retaliation for levies imposed by President Donald Trump, including a blanket 20 percent tariff that the United States announced and then paused, as well as tariffs on cars, which remain in effect.
The E.U. has raced to take advantage of the 90-day pause, hoping that threats of retaliation coupled with potential concessions can prod the Trump team to make a deal. Among the overtures, E.U. officials have offered to increase imports of U.S. liquefied natural gas (LNG), proposed "zero-for-zero" tariffs on cars and industrial goods, and suggested cooperation on artificial intelligence.
"We believe there are good deals to be made for the benefit of consumers and businesses on both sides of the Atlantic," Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said in a statement. "At the same time, we continue preparing for all possibilities."
An E.U. official said that ongoing "negotiations are still our priority" but that the bloc seeks to keep "countermeasures in our back pocket."
The official, speaking on the condition of anonymity ahead of the announcement, said U.S. aircraft manufacturer Boeing could be affected if the measures are implemented.
The E.U. proposal does not include measures to target services from American big tech companies, a move that some European countries have pressed the bloc to consider. The official said targeting services "remains an option" if talks with the Trump administration devolve in the future.
Thursday's target list also includes American bourbon, a flash point in trade tensions with Trump. Bourbon had been spared from a previously planned E.U. retaliation.
Last month, the E.U. postponed separate tariffs on more than $23 billion worth of U.S. products. Those levies were in retaliation for U.S. steel tariffs.
Trump's pause, which is set to end in mid-July, gave the E.U. a little breathing room as it pursues a relatively restrained strategy to avoid an escalation with the United States, its largest export market for goods. A top commission trade official led a delegation of experts to Washington for talks on Tuesday and Wednesday.
E.U. Trade Commissioner Maros Sefcovic warned earlier this week that "more U.S. tariff actions could well be on their way," pending U.S. decisions on whether to impose levies on imports of lumber, pharmaceuticals and semiconductors. Potentially 97 percent of E.U. exports to the United States could be subject to tariffs, he said.
"We do not feel under undue pressure to accept a deal which would not be fair for us," Sefcovic told the European Parliament on Tuesday, adding that the negotiations were "not easy."
Beatriz Rios contributed to this report.
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Ukraine ratifies U.S. minerals deal as fighting continues despite ceasefire
Fighting continued despite Moscow's declared three-day ceasefire, with seven people killed in Ukraine by Russian strikes.
By Isobel Koshiw, Kostiantyn Khudov, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-05-08

Ukrainian lawmakers vote for ratification of a minerals agreement between Ukraine and the United States in Kyiv on Thursday. (Vadym Sarakhan/AP)


KYIV -- Ukraine's parliament overwhelmingly voted to ratify a U.S.-Ukraine minerals deal signed on April 30 in a show of support for a closer relationship with Washington, even as a Russian-declared ceasefire failed to halt fighting in Moscow's three-year-old war on Ukraine.
Of 347 Ukrainian lawmakers present, 338 voted to support the law, including some from opposition parties, and nine abstained. Ukraine hopes that the deal will secure long-term U.S. support for the country and lead to future U.S. security guarantees.
The ratification took place on the first day of Russia's three-day unilateral ceasefire, which President Vladimir Putin declared to coincide with celebrations marking the surrender of Nazi Germany in World War II.
Despite the Kremlin's declaration, Russian forces shelled two residential buildings and three homes in eastern and northeastern Ukraine, killing seven and injuring 28 on Thursday, Ukrainian authorities said. Three women driving in the Kharkiv region were also injured when a Russian drone struck their car, according to local authorities.
"Putin's 'Parade ceasefire' proves to be a farce," Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha wrote on social media. The Ukrainian armed forces also reported over 700 violations across the front lines, he said, adding: "We will not let Putin fool anyone when he does not even keep his own word."
Russia's Defense Ministry accused Ukraine of violating the ceasefire 448 times. Ukraine never accepted the ceasefire.
Russia has intensified its attacks on civilian areas since U.S. President Donald Trump took office in January and began to tout peace talks. The U.N. Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine said Thursday that April was the deadliest month since September, with 209 civilians killed and 1,146 injured. It said 19 of the fatalities were children and that 78 children were injured.
"One of the main reasons for the sharp rise in civilian casualties was the intensified use of ballistic missiles in major cities across the country," Danielle Bell, the head of the mission, said in a statement accompanying the report.
The economic partnership detailed in the minerals deal will entitle the United States to 50 percent of the profits generated from extracting Ukraine's vast mineral resources. Details of how the soon-to-be-established American-Ukrainian Reconstruction Investment Fund will work, and who will represent each side, are still being ironed out, officials from both countries have said.
On Monday, U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said the Trump administration believes that the deal will create leverage against Russia in the long term.
The agreement "would be a symbol to [the] Ukrainian people that the U.S. is still there," Bessent said at the Milken Institute. "It would be a symbol to a tired American public, skeptical of more financial commitments, that it was possible to have a shared prosperity with Ukraine."
In recent days, the Trump administration has backtracked on its previous statements that the war can be brought to an end quickly, but said it remains committed to the process for now.
Speaking at a meeting hosted by the Munich Security Conference in Washington on Wednesday, Vice President JD Vance conceded for the first time that Russia was "asking for too much" and was not interested in the 30-day ceasefire that Washington had advocated.
Abbakumova reported from Riga, Latvia.
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What's in a name? The meaning and history behind choosing a papal name.
When the conclave is over and cardinals choose a pope, the new pontiff will be introduced by his papal name. Popular names include John, Gregory and Benedict.
By Kelsey Ables, Vivian Ho, Amaya Verde | 2025-05-08

Francis was the first pope since Pope Lando in 913 to choose a previously unused papal name. (Tony Gentile/Reuters)


When the conclave ends and the next pope appears on the balcony of St. Peter's Basilica, he will be introduced by a name that could signal what the Catholic Church might look like under his papacy.
For Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, that name was Francis, chosen for St. Francis of Assisi, "the man of poverty, the man of peace, the man who loves and protects creation," he told reporters in 2013, shortly after his election. The name dovetailed with his vision for the church: "How I would like a Church which is poor and for the poor," he said.
Popes have been selecting papal names for centuries. While the late pope was the first to pick Francis, others have often been drawn to similar names, usually those of previous pontiffs they would like to emulate. There have been a lot of John fans -- at least 21 popes have used the name (23 if you count two John Pauls) -- and in 2022, Francis joked that either he or Pope "John XXIV" would be attending an event the following year, amid speculation that he would end his pontificate early.
Other common choices include Gregory (16), Benedict (15) and Clement (14). Though not officially recognized by the church, antipopes -- those who opposed the selection of the pope and purported that they were the rightful head of the Catholic Church -- have occasionally influenced the numbering of subsequent papal names, such as Benedict XVI, Francis's predecessor. Because of the antipopes, there are 21 Johns, but no Pope John XX, and eight Bonifaces but no Pope Boniface VII.
In the early days of Catholicism, popes simply used their baptismal name, and some pontiffs had names that sound somewhat irreverent today, such as Hilarius and Simplicius. But when Pope John II was elected in 533 A.D., he changed the precedent, opting for John over his given name, Mercurius, likely to shed associations with the pagan Roman god, according to Vanessa Corcoran, a scholar of medieval religious history at Georgetown University.
(It appears Pope Dionysius, who reigned from 259 to 268, did not feel it necessary to create the same distance from the party-loving Greek god of wine; Dionysius was a common name at that time).
It was until the late 10th century that choosing a papal name became standard practice -- with the exceptions of Adrian VI in 1522 and Marcellus II in 1555, who kept their baptismal names. Out of 264 popes, 129 chose a new name.
Since Pope John XII, there have been 12 Innocents (the first Pope Innocent held the papacy from 401 to 417), seven Urbans (the first Pope Urban reigned from 222 to 230) and six Leos (there were seven other Leos before choosing a new name became the standard practice).
The late 1700s to mid-1900s saw a wave of Piuses, while more recently, popes have gravitated toward John and Paul. Polish Cardinal Karol Wojtyla chose John Paul II in 1978, in honor of his predecessor John Paul, who died after holding the pontificate for 33 days. John Paul I was the first pontiff to use a double name.
With the exception of the new double name of John Paul, Francis was the first pope since Pope Lando in 913 to choose a previously unused papal name.
Once the pope is elected, he chooses a new papal name. Names are often chosen with aspirations in mind. Like Francis, German Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger took the name Benedict XVI in 2005 with a vision for his pontificate. Pointing to Benedict XV, who had guided the church through World War I, he said he planned to place his ministry "in the service of reconciliation and harmony between peoples."
"Most likely, the new pope will pick a name to reflect his own vision of the papacy and common values held with a particular predecessor," Corcoran said.
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El Salvador wants America's prisoners. And its tourists.
President Nayib Bukele's government has poured millions of dollars into developing El Salvador's coast. U.S. travelers might be more familiar with the CECOT prison. 
By Natalie Compton | 2025-05-08
EL SUNZAL, El Salvador -- The scene outside Laola Surf Camp was Instagram-perfect. A towering palm tree leaned over the black-sand beach. Surfers paddled out to catch breaking waves. Families on Easter break sat under colorful umbrellas. If you walked along the water to town, you'd find new hotels and restaurants, souvenir shops, and a tattoo parlor.
It was the image of an up-and-coming travel destination that El Salvador and President Nayib Bukele want to show the world. But that's not the version of this Central American country that most people are seeing in the news.
Bukele has invested millions of dollars into developing his country's tourism appeal with infrastructure projects like Surf City and Surf City 2, including new highways and other public spaces along the Pacific coast. The Tourism Ministry has estimated that the projects will generate 500,000 jobs and $4 billion over a decade, Reuters reported.
Perhaps better known than El Salvador's beaches and volcanoes, though, is the Terrorism Confinement Center, or CECOT by its Spanish acronym.
Over the past few months, Bukele's desire to partner with the Trump administration by housing detainees from the United States has spread images of the crowded confines across social media and cable TV. The news has left some wondering whether a visit signals their support for Bukele's government or whether a trip to El Salvador is safe despite the State Department's recently lowered travel advisory.
In early February, the Trump administration made a deal to send more than 200 immigrants from the U.S. to CECOT. The U.S. government has said the prisoners belong to dangerous gangs, yet none have faced trial and some of their relatives have denied the allegations. The Supreme Court said the government must facilitate the return of one wrongly deported man, Maryland resident Kilmar Abrego Garcia, but both President Donald Trump and Bukele have refused. Trump has raised the idea of sending U.S. citizens to prisons in El Salvador and other countries.
With every update, images of CECOT circulate: shackled, crouching men with shaved heads packed into conditions said to violate human rights. They are not only those transported from the U.S. but are tens of thousands of El Salvador's own convicted criminals as well as men still going through the court system.
For now, Salvadorans working in tourism say there hasn't been an impact to their business, and they hope the deal won't disrupt the industry's trajectory. Representatives for the Salvadoran minister of tourism declined multiple requests for an interview.
Last year, the Central American country, roughly the size of Massachusetts, welcomed a record 3.9 million tourists, according to statistics reported by the Tourism Ministry. That figure grew from 3.4 million in 2023, which was a significant growth from pre-pandemic levels. The tourism sector represented about 6.4 percent of El Salvador's gross domestic product in 2019, when Bukele was elected president. It rose to 14 percent in 2024.
Bukele still maintains strong approval ratings with constituents, and his bet on tourism appears to be working. Some international travelers may need more convincing.
In the gray depths of winter on the East Coast, El Salvador sounded like the answer to a spring break riddle: Where could we go surf that's warm, not too crowded and not too expensive during my teacher husband's week off from school?
Flights to El Salvador were much cheaper than those to other American spring break favorites like Puerto Rico, Costa Rica and Mexico. Plus, we'd read about its immaculate point breaks and delicious pupusas. And that it was allegedly safe again.
After we booked our flights and a surf camp in El Sunzal, the news cycle intensified. A few weeks out, I emailed our hotel to cancel, worried about the ethics of the visit.
"I can assure you that our surf camp in El Salvador is in a very calm part of the country, but I still understand your concern," a staff member replied.
Ultimately, we went ahead with our trip to see the country beyond the headlines.

Tourists enjoy a pool at Hotel Los Mangos, which overlooks the waves at Punta Mango. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



A road that leads to Surf City 2 at Punta Mango, another tourism project in El Salvador. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



Holding their surfboards, Max Hunger and Lea Schupfer chat on the beach at Punta Mango after catching some waves. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


On a sunny Friday morning in San Salvador, Alfredo Avalos drove me in his red Nissan to the capital's historical downtown for a tour. We parked and walked around the major landmarks like the National Theater and Metropolitan Cathedral, where Archbishop Oscar Romero's tomb rests in a cool, dark hall below ground.
Avalos, the owner of Explore El Salvador, grew up nearby. He pointed out the many renovations taking place along wide avenues where thousands of street vendors used to set up shop. His parents were vendors too, before opening their own brick-and-mortar pupuseria 50 years ago.
After 20 years of guiding, business for Avalos had never been better. Yes, the pandemic had shut down tourism completely; he delivered food from his family's restaurant to get by. But once the world reopened, requests for tours started to return. In the past two years, "it has skyrocketed," he said.
El Salvador suffered through a brutal civil war through the '80s and '90s, and severe gang violence into the 2000s. By 2015, the country was the world's murder capital. Like many Salvadorans, Avalos says, his family had to pay gangs monthly extortion, plus hire a private security guard to protect the pupuseria; the total could have paid for two employee salaries. Once Bukele became president, Avalos said, the gangs immediately stopped coming to collect and haven't shown up since.
"It's a fact that people are coming because people feel safer," Avalos said.

Alfredo Avalos, a guide who owns Explore El Salvador, says tourism "has skyrocketed" in the past two years. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


Bukele stands behind CECOT's conditions; being tough on crime has fueled his political career. In 2022, Bukele declared a state of emergency that has led more than 80,000 people to be imprisoned, according to Human Rights Watch. Advocates for human rights said many were arrested arbitrarily, and the government freed about 7,000, acknowledging some errors.
Avalos said the immediate aftermath of the roundup of suspected criminals was a relief; it was uplifting for the economy and the public's peace of mind. For many, seeing criminals in CECOT was not only justice, but revenge for years of inflicting cruelty.
Still, Avalos has concerns about the lack of due process given to prisoners. Even the worst criminals deserve their day in court, he said, and that's not happening. That issue is on display in the news, as the alleged Venezuelan gang members face an uncertain future in CECOT.
Avalos said he hasn't seen a backlash in his business; it may be too early to notice, and he has no way of measuring how many tourists have decided not to come to El Salvador. But he also said that "safety sells."
Some believe Bukele's severity will only help the country's tourism development.
"I think we're going to be the Singapore of Latin America," said Pedro Querejeta, chief executive of Live the Dream Development and founder of the vacation rental Wave House in the beach town of El Zonte. Querejeta was referring to the Southeast Asian country's rise from a hub of the opium trade to a world financial capital. Singapore executes people for serious drug-trafficking crimes; littering costs offenders steep fines.
"Singapore is a very patrolled state, let's call it ... and they're having the most incredible golf course courses and tourism booms over there," Querejeta said.

People attend the International Surfing Association World Longboard Championship in Surf City. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



People and pets enjoy the beach in the town of El Zonte. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



Cousins Mia, left, and Cristina go for a swim in El Zonte. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



Surfers attend the longboard championship in Surf City, which took place in April. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


In April, El Salvador joined Singapore as one of America's 20 partner countries whose citizens can apply for Global Entry membership. That same month, the U.S. State Department also upgraded El Salvador from a Level 2 safety rating to a Level 1, the least dangerous, on par with Argentina, Australia and Greece. "Gang activity has decreased over the last three years," the website now reads. "This has caused a drop in violent crimes and murders."
On X, Bukele said El Salvador received "the U.S. State Department's travel gold star: Level 1: safest it gets."
The Canadian government, however, advises its citizens to "exercise a high degree of caution in El Salvador due to the risk of arbitrary enforcement of local laws and violent crime." The United Kingdom warns that "some embassies have struggled to get consular access to their citizens."
Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal, who is executive director of Lawyers for Civil Rights in Boston and has Salvadoran clients, warns the same.
"I wish I could be in a position to recommend El Salvador because it is a beautiful country and the tourist infrastructure, although limited, could play a vital role in helping the development of the country and lifting people out of poverty," Espinoza-Madrigal said.
International SOS, a risk mitigation company, ranks El Salvador as a "medium travel risk," the same as neighboring Nicaragua but riskier than Costa Rica and Panama. That's for the potential for "petty and opportunistic crimes" like robbery, tropical storms and hurricanes, and "infrastructure deficiencies" that could "complicate internal travel and communications," according to the company's summary.

A construction site in Punta Mango for Surf City 2. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


"El Salvador's making progress, taking steps," said Tyler Hosford, security director for International SOS. "I won't say it's the safest place in Central America right now."
While Bukele is being rewarded for reducing crime, Hosford notes how Rodrigo Duterte was similarly praised for his harsh approach to the Philippines' war on drugs when he was that country's president. Duterte now faces charges of crimes against humanity from the International Criminal Court.
I reached out to a handful of U.S.-based travel agencies to see if they've heard any concerns, or had a drop in requests, for trips to El Salvador. No one had.
"The only story that comes up is, 'We're so happy that it's a safe place to travel now,' which it is," said John Montgomery, co-founder of Landed, a luxury travel company that plans custom trips in Latin America and Antarctica. "It's the same thing that happened with Colombia maybe 10 years ago."

Locals attend an evening event for the longboard championship in Surf City. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



Students from San Vicente visit an overlook at Puerta del Diablo on a school trip to Panchimalco. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



From Switzerland, Max Hunger and Lea Schupfer met on a volunteer trip to Nicaragua and then traveled to El Salvador to enjoy the surf scene. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



A man sells "minutas" -- Salvadoran ice treats -- on the side of a road in Punta Mango. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



Ricardo Rivas left a career in dentistry to work in the surf tourism industry. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


In the early 2000s, Ricardo Rivas saw El Salvador's potential as a surfer's paradise. He left a career in dentistry to work with a surf tourism company in California that took travelers to Central America. Now he's the general manager of the travel company Epic Surfing Adventures and owner of Hotel Los Mangos.
Over the years, Rivas struggled to sell the destination at international travel trade shows he attended with the Tourism Ministry. They had world-class waves, beautiful photos and a passionate sales pitch, "but the answer at the end was always the same: 'It's kind of dangerous out there, no?'" Rivas said.
Even when El Salvador was suffering from its infamous gang violence, Rivas said he never had issues with his tour groups traveling between surf spots -- except a CD player was stolen from the car one time.
"Everyone thought you would get to the airport and there would be a gang member waiting for you," Rivas said.
In 2021, Rivas noticed a shift. He was in Paris with his family and struck up conversation with a stranger who asked where they were from; when they answered El Salvador, the follow-up wasn't about the country's painful past or crime -- it was about bitcoin; the country was the first to adopt bitcoin as a legal tender in 2021, despite pushback from residents. Rivas saw that foreigners were starting to associate El Salvador beyond its darkest issues.
His clientele started to change, too.
"The other day, I saw a kid from Beverly Hills taking a surf lesson," Rivas said.
Improved infrastructure has helped bring in major surf competitions; in April, Surf City was a stop on the World Surf League Championship Tour and host of the International Surfing Association World Longboard Championship. Francisco Interiano, CEO of a local property management group, said surfing has "put us in the international spotlight," spurring the construction of apartment buildings and hotels, but "it's only the beginning."
"We're like Costa Rica 30 years ago," he said. "This is a hidden gem still."

Men sell souvenirs on the side of a road in Punta Mango. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



A road that leads to Surf City 2. Such infrastructure projects have helped bring surf competitions to El Salvador. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)



A sign displays what Surf City 2 offers to tourists. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


In El Zonte, my husband and I stayed at a calm hotel a few blocks from the beach where you could smell ripe mangos that had just fallen from their trees. In El Sunzal, we surfed with expert Salvadoran instructors who'd competed internationally. People told us they feel completely free now but also live in fear of doing anything wrong that could land them in jail. At dusk, we ate perfect ceviche and watched families play in the ocean.
Throughout the trip, we heard praise and criticism for Bukele.
Rivas has concerns over El Salvador accepting prisoners from America. He said he recognizes that countries have the right to enforce immigration laws, and if you violate them, there could be consequences. But "regular immigrants should not be taken to those terrible jails," he said.
Interiano hasn't had any cancellations for his beach and lake house rentals in protest, and while he doesn't know about the specifics of who's in prison or why, he does wonder where the outcries of human rights abuse were when Salvadorans were being oppressed by gang violence.

Surfers attend the longboard competition in Surf City, which also was a stop on the World Surf League Championship Tour. (Cristina Baussan/For The Washington Post)


The United States, of course, has its own issues with mass incarceration. According to the American Civil Liberties Union, the U.S. has about 20 percent of the world's prisoners.
Montgomery estimates that El Salvador accounts for maybe 5 percent of Landed's travel business in Latin America. Most of the interest is from Americans who have family there, have interest in moving or want to visit as part of a larger trip in the region.
Montgomery thinks that's a shame.
"I would think that if we could send people to see how special the culture is and how rich and textured and beautiful this little nation is, they'll come back with different images and can help spread the news, that it's not just a big prison," he said.
Rivas expressed something similar.
"Come support the local economy, support the local businesses," he said. "I would not punish local American businesses for things that Trump is doing."
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In wartime Russia, schools prepare the next generation of fighters
Since the invasion of Ukraine, the Russian education system has cranked the patriotic themes into overdrive, seeking to mold the soldiers of tomorrow.
By Francesca Ebel | 2025-05-08
BELGOROD, Russia -- Since Russia invaded Ukraine, President Vladimir Putin and his government have been waging a parallel struggle to capture the minds of Russia's next generation and raise loyal fighters for the future wars that he believes he needs to restore Russia's imperial greatness.
For 14-year-old Yegor, that struggle has already been won.
Above his bed hangs a large banner of the Wagner Private Military Company, a brutal mercenary outfit, known for its activities in Ukraine, Africa and the Middle East. Pinned to his desk is an infographic about "denazification," entitled "Ukraine is a terrorist state." His bedroom walls are decorated with military maps and toy guns.
Yegor spends his days roaming around in a child-size uniform from Belgorod's local military unit that his father, a soldier, gave him for New Year's. The Washington Post is not identifying Yegor by his full name as his father is an active-duty soldier.

Yegor, 14, in his bedroom with his brother in Belgorod, Russia, on April 26. 


Asked to describe one of his favorite recent memories, Yegor lit up talking about how he learned to fly drones at a military youth camp in nearby Gubkin. "I was proud because the instructor told me I was a talented pilot," he said, his voice cracking. "I find it easy. It's like a video game."
The camp is part of a nationwide network that was created in 2022 following an instruction by Putin to establish more military training and patriotic education centers across Russia. Its website says it has trained over 55,000 cadets to date and describes its mission as preparing "a new generation of patriots who love their homeland."
At schools, libraries and youth clubs across Russia, the militarization of education is now on full display. Funding has been increased for youth movements and patriotic education, and the budget was doubled last month for Russia's Youth Army. History and literature textbooks have been rewritten, and compulsory weekly patriotism classes have been introduced.

The Post's Francesca Ebel takes us inside Russian schools where children are taught to wear bulletproof vests and prepare for war.


Much of what has been revived harks back to the Soviet Union. The Youth Army and Putin's new youth movement, "Movement of the First," is a reincarnation of the Komsomol. The new war camps, meanwhile, remind grandparents of their days in DOSAAF, a paramilitary sports organization in the Soviet Union.
Yegor, like other children interviewed for this article, spoke about what it is like for young Russians coming of age in an authoritarian wartime society shaped by powerful state propaganda and the militarization of institutions.
They also showed how, far from readying Russia for peace, the Kremlin is rapidly and successfully pursuing a long-term strategy of preparing its society to fight new wars of expansionism to return the country to what it casts as its glorious Soviet past.

Artem, 15, demonstrates to a group of children how to carry and fire an RPG Soviet anti-tank grenade at a library session in Belgorod, Russia, on April 26. 


Last month, at an evening library session for children organized by Belgorod's local administration, the theme was "our heroes." Children wrote letters to soldiers on the front lines, glued together Victory Day-themed collages, sang patriotic songs and explored a Soviet storybook following the life of a military family.
Artem, 15, a "veteran" of the youth camps, showed an excited group of 8-year-olds how to hold and fire an RPG-26, a Soviet anti-tank weapon. "Well done, guys!" encouraged one of the librarians, as the children also practiced moving around in flak jackets half their size, visibly struggling under the weight. "This will protect your vital organs and your heart from the enemy's bullets!"
Artem himself dreams of becoming a soldier, showing off his own bespoke military patch and call sign, Cheburashka -- the beloved Soviet-era cartoon. Like Yegor, he attended the war camp in Gubkin this summer and told The Post he had learned how to storm enemy positions and throw grenades.

Children line up to start an activity. 



Children take part in an obstacle course, racing to deliver a letter to a "soldier." 


While these initiatives have sprung up all over Russia, it is Belgorod and nearby Kursk that have truly experienced the fallout of Russia's invasion. Ukraine invaded and occupied part of Kursk region for nine months before it was pushed out by Russian forces this April. Kyiv has also bombarded the Belgorod region with rockets and drones since the start of the war, killing civilians, including children.
Schoolchildren across Belgorod region spent two years studying remotely in the wake of the attacks and watched as bomb shelters have been built in their neighborhoods and schools. As residents here have learned to live with constant air raid sirens, the Kremlin's line that Russia is fighting a defensive war against Ukrainian neo-Nazis, rings true for many here.
From Kaliningrad in the west to Yakutia in the east, the same, unified history textbook casts this conflict not as a war, but as a noble mission inherited from World War II to liberate historically Russian lands from fascist invaders.
Children are watching men go off to war. Those who don't return are memorialized on plaques at schools -- their uniforms, diaries and belongings presented in new exhibits at youth clubs.
"I hate it when he leaves, it's scary," said Yegor of his father.

Schoolchildren learn English at Secondary School Number 2 in Gubkin, Russia, on April 22. 


As schools across Russia geared up to mark the 80th anniversary of the Soviet Union's victory over Nazi Germany, The Post visited Secondary School Number 2 in Gubkin for an 11th-grade history lesson.
The Great Patriotic War, what Russia calls World War II, has become modern Russia's most important founding myth; in the last decade particularly, with the annexation of Crimea and invasion of Ukraine, the May Victory celebrations have acquired a cultlike reverence.
The visit was organized by the Belgorod regional administration and was partially attended by local officials from the Education Ministry. The visit did not reflect an average day at the school, but it did reveal the ultrapatriotic image to which it is obliged to adhere.
The school was an overwhelming, frenetic scene of activity. Teenage cadets were rehearsing for the town's upcoming parade. Girls wearing friendship bracelets and traditional Soviet school uniforms were huddled together making St. George ribbons, which once commemorated the Soviet victory over fascism, but have since become a nationalist and pro-war symbol. Volunteers from the local youth movement were busy overseeing letter-writing sessions to soldiers.
On one side of the main hall stood three "hero desks" emblazoned with the faces and biographies of some of those killed on the front -- a government initiative found across the country.
Principal Yelena Baglikova, who won a regional prize at this year's Principal of the Year awards, spoke breathlessly about the regular lectures by active-duty soldiers at the school.
"Lots of our children already wish to sign up and join the Special Military Operation!" she said, using Russia's term for the war in Ukraine. "Thirty-two children have parents fighting at the front, and we have children here whose parents have died fighting."

Schoolchildren in class at Secondary School Number 2. 



The school's principal, Yelena Baglikova, won a regional prize at the Principal of the Year awards. (Francesca Ebel/The Washington Post)


At the entrance to the school, a single plaque has been fixed to the wall dedicated to Viktor Merkulov, a former member of the school who died in 2022 "heroically performing his military duty in the course of the Special Military Operation on the territory of Ukraine."
At Secondary School Number 2, memorializing the victory of 1945 has seamlessly merged with a push for victory in the present-day war against Ukraine. Fascists, just as they invaded before, are invading again, and it is every Russian's duty to fight back. Inside the corridors and classrooms, self-sacrifice for the motherland is glorified on every wall.
History teacher Igor Grebyonkin, 43, is dynamic, charismatic and clearly well-liked by his students. He regards the Great Patriotic War as part of Russians' "genetic code" and describes modern Russia as "an ideology of love, mercy and honesty." An official from the Education Ministry would later describe him to The Post as "a good patriot."
His 30-minute lesson that day was dedicated to Nazism and the lecture, backed by visual aids, moved smoothly from the Nazism in Hitler's Germany to Nazism in the present day -- namely, in Ukraine.
"Nazism is a dangerous disease, and it is reviving," Grebyonkin said to his class. "What does the world need so that this disease not take hold again? A vaccine."

History teacher Igor Grebyonkin teaches his 11th-grade history class. 



Students study materials related to German Nazism. 


He asked the class to identify the qualities that Soviet people had shown in their fight against the Nazis. "Patriotism, bravery, fortitude," said one student. "Selflessness and self-sacrifice," said another. "History, memory and love for the Motherland."
"All correct," replied the teacher. "And all these components ... should be the components for a vaccine against Nazism. ... You and I now have a collective historical immunity. That is why we shall be victorious!"
After the lesson, Grebyonkin insisted that there were no forbidden topics in his classroom, that he and the children talk about everything.
"What about Bucha?" this reporter asked. The Bucha massacre was a campaign of torture and killings by Russian occupying troops against the Ukrainian civilian population that has been documented by independent war crimes investigators and hundreds of journalists, including by this newspaper.  The Russian government has accused Kyiv of faking the massacre.
"I have not seen a single shred of evidence that this happened," Grebyonkin said. "If someday there are documents that prove this crime, I will come to the children and openly say that our soldiers committed a war crime ... but I am 1000 percent sure that Russian soldiers today are primarily guided by morals."

Members of a patriotic youth club stand guard at the cemetery opposite the club in Kursk, Russia, on April 23. 


Following the lesson, The Post asked the students if they could explain in their own words why the war in Ukraine had started.
"It began because of racism toward the Russian people. Russian people are not respected," said Ulyana, 17. "Fascism has started to rise again in Ukraine."
At a patriotic youth club in neighboring Kursk region some two hours away, those views were mirrored by the uniformed teens dismantling and reassembling Kalashnikovs. As they used the same language and slogans about love for the Motherland and the need to defend Russian values, it was as if they were speaking in one voice. Several teenagers had already started their applications to join the army.

Members of a patriotic youth club. 



A youth club member practices dismantling and assembling a gun. 


"Since 2013, Ukrainian nationalist formations that supported Hitler's ideology started to form. Our government launched the Special Military Operation to prevent a new world war," said Ivan, 17.
Asked if anyone had any other explanation for the war, one girl in braids solemnly stood and said "No. You will never hear another explanation but these."

A man takes pictures of children posing atop NATO and Ukrainian tanks captured during the war in Ukraine, in Ponyri, Russia, on April 25. 


The tone of the instruction is by no means unique to the front-line regions of Kursk and Belgorod. Last summer, a teacher at a school in the central Russian city of Karabash fled the country with seven hard drives of footage hidden in his luggage.
Pavel Talankin had spent over two years meticulously documenting how after the outbreak of war, the Education Ministry sent out scripted lessons and orders to schools to increase patriotic education.
The result was his documentary with the American filmmaker David Borenstein, "Mr. Nobody Against Putin." The film captured sweeping changes at the school, including teachers expressing unease with the new policies and the principal acknowledging that she would lose her job if she didn't follow the new rules.
Talankin described to The Post a circle of fear that has locked children and teachers alike into this new wartime system.
"The parents' opinion means nothing to the child because the teacher's authority is so great at this age," he said.
Likewise, the teachers themselves are scared. They are scared of the Education Ministry and scared of their students reporting them to the principal or popular celebrity influencers that seek out those expressing the anti-war or "unpatriotic" sentiments.
"For me it was a huge shock, not just because we were having to fill the children's heads with this stuff, but because we were essentially creating a troll factory out of them ... giving other people confidence that there is support for the war," Talankin said.
He believes that this propaganda will be extremely hard to reverse in part because of the power of nostalgia.
"One's childhood and adolescence is always wonderful. Russian children are now being taught 'wonderful Russia, wonderful Putin, wonderful childhood,' so there will always be this link in their minds," Talankin said.

Members of a patriotic youth club rehearse parading in Kursk, Russia. 


Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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U.S. presses reluctant U.N., allies to support Israel's Gaza aid plan
The Trump administration is pressing the U.N., aid organizations and allies to participate in a new Israeli plan to resume limited aid to Gaza under conditions that Israel will strictly control.
By Karen DeYoung, Claire Parker | 2025-05-08

Palestinians queue for a portion of hot food distributed by a charity kitchen at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip on Monday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


The Trump administration is pressing the United Nations, aid organizations and U.S. allies to participate in a new Israeli plan to resume distribution of limited amounts of humanitarian assistance in Gaza under conditions that Israel will strictly control, according to aid officials and other people familiar with internal discussions.
The U.S. effort comes as the United Nations and virtually all other organizations have refused to participate in a plan they have described as against "fundamental humanitarian principles" and violating international law.
The office of the U.N. coordinator for humanitarian affairs made that position official in a briefing paper circulated to aid partners over the last 24 hours. "After careful consideration, consultation and analysis" it said, they all have "decided not to participate in this modality."
The statement drew a harsh response from Israel. Speaking to reporters Wednesday, Danny Danon, Israel's U.N. ambassador, said that "instead of having a dialogue with us or trying to understand what is the proposal ... the U.N. decided to put out a statement that they will not engage."
Danon repeated Israeli charges, widely disputed by aid organizations and U.S. officials, that Hamas has been engaged in "mass stealing of humanitarian aid." The United Nations and Secretary General Antonio Guterres, he said, "chose to walk away."
Steve Witkoff, President Donald Trump's Middl East envoy, met with members of the U.N. Security Council at the U.S. mission to the United Nations on Wednesday to discuss the Gaza plan. The administration has held a number of meetings with aid organizations who have been involved in Gaza relief operations in recent days. Another group of aid organizations based in Europe has been invited to a meeting with U.S. officials in Geneva on Thursday, aid officials said.
Administration officials declined to comment on efforts to gain approval for the Israeli aid proposal. Trump said Monday that people in Gaza "are starving and we are going to help them get some food."
Trump, who said during his presidential campaign that he would bring a quick end to the Gaza crisis, plans to travel to Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates next week. On Wednesday, he told reporters to expect a major announcement on Gaza "probably in the next 24 hours."
Israel declared a blockade on Gaza after the collapse of a brief ceasefire in March. No food or other supplies have been allowed to enter the enclave for two months. Under its newly formulated plan, a limited amount of supplies would be vetted by Israel and allowed to travel along designated corridors to Israeli-constructed distribution hubs. Both the corridors and the hubs are to be guarded by private U.S. security contractors.
The initiative is designed to depend on the United Nations -- and particularly the U.N. World Food Program -- and humanitarian nongovernmental organizations already working in Gaza to distribute food packets at the hubs to Israeli-vetted Palestinians.
The program is to be administered by an umbrella organization called the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, a nonprofit newly registered in Switzerland that has been set up by unnamed governments and entities to funnel money into the effort, including paying the American security contractors.
A statement by the Geneva-based organization distributed Wednesday provided no information about its origins, backers or relationship with Israel. "GHF was established to restore that vital lifeline through an independent, rigorously-audited model that gets assistance directly -- and only -- to those in need."
Its initial goal is to set up four "secure distribution sites," each of which would serve 300,000 people, and reach "1.2 million Gazans in the first phase with capacity to expand beyond 2 million." Israel Defense Forces personnel "will not be present near distribution sites," it said.
"Aid distribution is based solely on need -- without eligibility requirements or regard to identity, origin, or affiliation -- prioritizing community dignity and safety," the statement said.
But nongovernmental aid organizations and people familiar with the Israeli plans said the scale and conditions described were far from what they have been told about the initial stages of the plan, which would vet participants and feed fewer than 200,000 people.
The aid distribution will serve only southern Gaza, where a new Israeli military strategy, separately approved by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's security cabinet over the weekend, plans to relocate most of Gaza's more than 2 million people while it escalates operations against what it says are Hamas militants still operating in the enclave.
"It's not a trial run," said one person familiar with Israeli plans. "That's where the population is going to end up."
As food warehouses have emptied over the past several weeks and rising levels of severe malnutrition have been reported, a number of aid organizations have shut down operations in Gaza.
World Central Kitchen (WCK), the Washington-based organization headed by internationally renowned chef Jose Andres, announced Wednesday that it "no longer has the supplies to cook meals and bake bread in Gaza." WCK said that its trucks, loaded with food and cooking fuel, have been ready at the Gazan border since early March but "our vital work cannot continue without permission from Israel for this aid to enter."
Chief Executive Officer Erin Gore said in an interview Wednesday that WCK joined the United Nations and other organizations in rejecting participation in the Israeli plan. "It goes against our humanitarian principles," Gore said. "It doesn't allow us to feed with dignity." Another senior WCK official said that position had been communicated to the Trump administration in meetings with the State Department.
Asked about U.S. pressure to join the Israeli program, a spokesperson for the World Food Program -- where the United States remains a major donor, despite recent cuts by the Trump administration -- referred to U.N. statements rejecting the initiative.
"I think WFP are having the worst possible time," an employee of an aid organization involved in the Gaza response said. "All of their U.S. funding worldwide is on the line."
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Judge warns Trump administration against Libya deportations
The stern order followed reports indicating the U.S. was poised to send a planeload of immigrants to the troubled African nation.
By Maria Sacchetti, Adam Taylor, Marianne LeVine, Dan Lamothe | 2025-05-08

President Donald Trump takes questions from the media at the White House on Wednesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A federal judge warned the Trump administration Wednesday that it cannot deport immigrants to Libya, Saudi Arabia and any other country where they are not citizens without due process, saying such a move would violate standing court orders intended to shield people from being expelled to countries where they could be harmed or killed.
U.S. District Judge Brian E. Murphy in Boston, writing in a swift, stern response to an emergency request from lawyers for a number of immigrants, said he had already barred the Department of Homeland Security from deporting someone to a third country without having given them a chance to challenge the removal and seek protection in the United States.
Lawyers representing immigrants with final deportation orders as part of a class-action lawsuit against the Trump administration had asked Murphy for the emergency order earlier Wednesday, after reports indicated that U.S. immigration officers were preparing to deport people from Vietnam, Laos and the Philippines to Libya. The troubled North African nation is "notorious for its human rights violations, especially with respect to migrant residents," their emergency motion says.
"If there is any doubt -- the Court sees none -- the allegedly imminent removals, as reported by news agencies and as Plaintiffs seek to corroborate with class-member accounts and public information, would clearly violate this Court's Order," Murphy wrote in his decision.
The Justice Department did not respond to a request for comment, nor did the State Department, the Department of Homeland Security or the Defense Department, the agency preparing to transport the immigrants.
Asked about the reports of a deportation flight to Libya, President Donald Trump said he did not know about it and referred the reporter who asked the question to the Department of Homeland Security.
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, however, derided the judge's ruling. "Another judge puts himself in charge of the Pentagon," he wrote on social media. "This is a judicial coup."
The judge's orders come as the Trump administration attempts to fulfill the president's campaign promises to deport the largest number of immigrants in U.S. history, but advocates for immigrants allege that the government's tactics violate court orders -- as well as federal laws -- and put immigrants in danger.
In recent months, Trump officials have deported immigrants from Venezuela to a notorious prison in El Salvador. Officials sent a Salvadoran man to the same prison even though a judge's previous order forbade it. And after Murphy issued rulings in March and April that barred DHS from deporting immigrants to countries where they were not citizens without a chance to contest the action, the Pentagon instead transported immigrants from Guantanamo Bay Naval Station in Cuba to third countries, including El Salvador, court records show.
The Defense Department is not a defendant in the case, and DHS said the military carried out the removals without its direction or knowledge. But Murphy ruled in late April, and again Wednesday, that DHS may not evade its responsibilities to provide immigrants due process by turning enforcement over to other agencies.
In his April 18 preliminary injunction, which detailed the steps the government should follow before deporting someone to a third country, Murphy rebuked the government's lawyers for arguing that it could deport someone without due process to a place where they might face harm, saying that doing so violated the Constitution.
"This case presents a simple question: Before the United States forcibly sends someone to a country other than their country of origin, must that person be told where they are going and be given a chance to tell the United States that they might be killed if sent there?" he wrote. Lawyers for the Trump administration said they could, he wrote, but he added: "All nine sitting justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, the Assistant Solicitor General of the United States, Congress, common sense, basic decency, and this Court all disagree."
Before deporting someone to a third country, the judge's order said, DHS must provide the detainee and their lawyer with written notice identifying the country in a language they understand and provide a "meaningful" chance for them to challenge the removal, among other requirements.
Given his previous orders, on Wednesday Murphy said his ruling on Libya and Saudi Arabia was more of a clarification -- one he said he should not have had to make because he had already laid out the proper procedures last month.
The judge's declaration followed a frantic 24 hours during which lawyers for the potential deportees scrambled to confirm media reports indicating that the migrants were being readied for removal to Libya via the U.S. military. At the Pentagon, officials appeared uncertain whether such an action was imminent, and several said they had been told to refer questions about the possibility to the White House.
Any removal of U.S. deportees to Libya would mark a significant expansion of the Trump administration's already aggressive deportation program, which has sent hundreds of people to countries in Latin America and far smaller numbers to Africa and Central Asia, despite highly charged legal challenges in U.S. courts.
Libya's rival governments, meanwhile, each issued sharp public statements indicating that they would reject any deportations from the United States.
"Libya refuses to be a destination for the deportation of migrants under any pretext," Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh, prime minister for the government based in Tripoli, wrote on social media Wednesday, adding that any agreements made by "illegitimate entities" do not bind the Libyan state.
A separate government that controls eastern Libya, led by the general-turned-warlord Khalifa Hifter, also released a statement rejecting the idea of accepting deportees from the United States.
Though united in denying the reports, supporters of the two governments each accused the other on social media of backing the U.S. deportations.

Libyans walk through Tripoli's Martyr's Square on April 28. (Mahmud Turkia/AFP/Getty Images)


Libya would mark a radically different destination for U.S. deportations. The State Department advises against all travel there, citing the risk of "crime, terrorism, unexploded land mines, civil unrest, kidnapping, and armed conflict."
The country's location on the Mediterranean Sea has given it a controversial role as a migration transit hub in recent years. Last year, the State Department called conditions in Libyan prisons and detention facilities "harsh and life-threatening" and noted that immigrants had no access to courts or due process.
Human rights groups have strongly criticized the situation for migrants returned to Libya, with Amnesty International describing it as "hellish" in 2022.
The country's political landscape is deeply divided and extremely fragile, battered by more than a decade of war and lacking a central political authority.
The U.N.-backed Government of National Accord rules part of the country from the capital of Tripoli. Hifter, a Libyan American, leads a coalition of factions and militias called the Libyan National Army. They have control of large swaths of the country's east, including much of the country's oil fields.
Saddam Hifter, the son of Khalifa, visited Washington last week. Hifter met with State Department officials including senior adviser Massad Boulos, who is the father-in-law of Tiffany Trump, according to a statement from the department.
At the time, administration officials said their meeting did not include discussion of deportations but focused on commercial opportunities related to Libya's oil and gas sector.
Natalie Allison contributed to this report
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U.S. and China to hold high-level trade talks in Switzerland this weekend
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and Trade Representative Jamieson Greer will meet Chinese officials, but expectations for a breakthrough in their trade war are low.
By Christian Shepherd | 2025-05-08

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, seen during a Cabinet meeting in April, and U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer will travel to Switzerland for trade talks this weekend with their Chinese counterparts. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Chinese trade negotiators will sit down with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer in Switzerland this weekend for the first high-level talks aimed at easing tensions in their trade war.
The planned talks come after both sides, feeling the impact of tariffs that are so high they amount to an embargo, have softened their rhetoric in recent days.
China's Commerce Ministry said Wednesday that Vice Premier He Lifeng will attend the talks in Geneva later this week.
"On the basis of having fully considered global expectations, China's interests and the appeals from U.S. industry and consumers, China has decided to engage with the U.S.," the ministry said in a statement.
Bessent wrote on X that, thanks to President Donald Trump, "the world has been coming to the U.S., and China has been the missing piece."
"We will meet on Saturday and Sunday to discuss our shared interests. The current tariffs and trade barriers are unsustainable, but we don't want to decouple," he wrote. "What we want is fair trade."
The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative said in a statement that Greer would meet with his Chinese counterpart "to discuss trade matters."
Beijing has remained defiant as Trump has imposed minimum tariffs of 145 percent on Chinese goods. It responded with its own blanket 125 percent levies and restricted exports of key raw materials needed by U.S. manufacturers to produce military drones, consumer electronics and medicines.
Chinese officials have repeatedly pledged to "fight to the end" and called for the United States to remove all tariffs before negotiations could begin.
But Beijing softened that hard-line stance recently after Trump spoke about his hopes of making a deal with Chinese leader Xi Jinping, even as it has continued to underscore that China is the aggrieved party and to project itself as a responsible power to the rest of the world.
"Whether it is fighting or talking, China's determination to safeguard its own development interests will not change, nor will its position and goal of defending international fairness and justice," the Commerce Ministry statement said. "If the United States wants to solve the problem through negotiations, it must face up to the serious negative impact of unilateral tariff measures on itself and the world."

Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng attends a news conference in 2023 in Beijing. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Analysts were quick to dampen expectations of a breakthrough.
"These should probably be seen as pre-negotiations," said Scott Kennedy, a China expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "Both sides don't want to show weakness. Both sides want to frame the negotiations in ways that benefit themselves relative to the other side. Both have felt some pain, but they also know the other side is feeling some pain."
Chinese experts said that it was still up to the U.S. to show it was serious about easing tensions.
"The key is whether the U.S. is willing to first correct its stance on tariffs," said He Weiwen, a retired Chinese diplomat who is now a senior fellow at the Center for China and Globalization, a Beijing-based think tank. "If that willingness is not there, there can't be substantive results."
Even so, the start of talks will be a relief for the global economy and financial markets that have been roiled by the prospect of trade between the world's largest manufacturer and the world's largest consumer grinding to a halt.
Even a modest de-escalation  and the prospect of a partial deal would amount to great news for the two economies, said Eswar Prasad, a professor at Cornell University and a former senior China official at the International Monetary Fund.
"The escalating and increasingly bitter trade war between the U.S. and China was fostering an unfavorable trade environment around the world and stoking economic uncertainty," he said.
China's tough retaliations and often bellicose rhetoric -- vowing to "never kneel down" to U.S. pressure and quoting Mao Zedong, the founder of Communist China, on how to wage "protracted war" -- had dimmed hopes of talks with the Trump administration.
Xi, the most powerful Chinese leader in decades, was especially unlikely to enter direct talks until lower-level officials had hammered out the details and received assurances that Trump would negotiate in good faith, experts on Chinese politics have said.
The decision to sit down for a meeting before the Trump administration has substantively lowered tariffs on Chinese goods -- one of Beijing's stated prerequisites for talks -- suggests China is concerned about pressure on the economy, said Shi Yinhong, an international relations scholar at Renmin University in Beijing.
U.S.-China trade tensions may ease, Shi said, but the two sides are still far away from even a limited agreement like the "phase one" trade deal of Trump's first term. "If the outcome is to continue talks, then that itself will be substantive," he said.
Although the Chinese economy grew at a surprisingly robust annual rate of 5.4 percent in the first three months of this year, it has been struggling to shake off a prolonged property slump, weak consumption and high unemployment.
The trade war has already started to hit manufacturing and international trade, which had been among the strongest-performing parts of the economy. Export orders in April hit the lowest level since the coronavirus pandemic.
Beijing has so far held fire on unleashing other measures to stimulate growth, preferring to quietly make tariff exemptions and gradually dole out support as needed to cushion the economic blow.
Officials took further steps to protect exporters and support the housing market Wednesday.
The Chinese central bank made it cheaper for commercial banks to borrow money and announced cuts to the amount of cash they must keep in reserve to spur lending. It also slashed interest rates on mortgages in a bid to encourage people to buy homes.
Internationally, Beijing has been trying -- with some success -- to find common cause with trading partners concerned about Trump's tariffs.
Talks with the European Union made progress last week when China agreed to lift sanctions on European parliamentarians, removing one obstacle to negotiations toward a mutual investment agreement.
Xi called on the E.U. to work with China to "oppose unilateral bullying" and promote "inclusive economic globalization," in a speech marking 50 years of diplomatic ties Tuesday.
In announcing talks, Beijing again portrayed itself as being a responsible defender of fair trade, but warned that it would not accept negotiations as a front for further U.S. pressure.
"If they say one thing and do another, or even use talks as cover for continued coercion and blackmail, China will never agree," the Commerce Ministry said.
According to Kennedy, the CSIS expert, the lack of clear objectives means there is a risk that talks will devolve into a shouting match with "both sides restating why they feel like they're the victim."
Even worse, he added, talks could end "with some sort of escalation."
Lily Kuo and Pei-Lin Wu in Taipei, Taiwan, contributed to this report.
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Black smoke over Vatican signals no pope chosen on first day of conclave
Cardinal electors have withdrawn to pray, deliberate and cast votes in secret elections. The proceedingss are set to continue Thursday. 
By Kelsey Ables, Victoria Craw, Anthony Faiola, Sammy Westfall, Mikhail Klimentov, Michelle Boorstein, Gaya Gupta, Daniel Wu, Marisa Bellack, Eric Lau, Adam Taylor | 2025-05-08
Cardinals did not select a new pope in the first secret vote of the papal conclave Wednesday, a result indicated by billowing black smoke from the world's most-watched chimney. The proceedings are set to continue Thursday.
Earlier Wednesday, the cardinals walked while chanting in procession to the Vatican's Sistine Chapel, where they swore oaths of secrecy and sealed the doors. They are to remain sequestered, deliberating and casting rounds of votes, until the new leader of the Catholic Church is selected. When a successor to Pope Francis is chosen by at least a two-thirds majority, a billow of white smoke will announce the moment to crowds massed in St. Peter's Square and more than a billion Catholics around the world.
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No pope is chosen after first day of Vatican conclave
Over the coming days, eyes will search for the billowing white smoke that signals Habemus Papam: "We have a pope."
By Anthony Faiola, Michelle Boorstein | 2025-05-08

A cardinal arrives at the Vatican on Monday. (Christopher Furlong/Getty Images)


VATICAN CITY -- Black smoke billowing from the chimney of  the Sistine Chapel on Wednesday evening signaled an inconclusive first vote to pick the next pontiff, pushing the next ballots until Thursday after a day of Latin chants echoing off sacred marble halls and a high procession of cardinals, the next pope surely among them.
After a cry by an archbishop of "Extra omnes," or everyone out, the doors of the Sistine Chapel were shut around 5:44 p.m. as the conclave began amid hermetic secrecy. Speculation swirled that the throne of St. Peter could go to a first pontiff from the United States. Just as many voices were heralding the chances of three Italians and a come-from-behind Spaniard serving in Morocco. A Filipino, a Frenchman, a Congolese and a long-monastic Swede are talks of the town, too.
Yet as all eyes await the white smoke signaling Habemus Papam -- "We have a pope" -- the wisest watchers have a warning. Nobody really knows who will be the next pope, at a time of deep church division.
More than three hours after the conclave began, the smoke appeared. A crowd assembled outside the chapel roared, then started to disperse when it was clear that there was no new pope. Ismael Rivera, 43, a computer engineer from Peru who was visiting with his family, said he knew the selection of a pope was unlikely after a first vote. But "I wanted to be part of it either way," he said.
The cardinals under the age of 80 -- including nearly two dozen from countries that have never had a voice in a conclave before -- will be sequestered for votes, released only to retire to their boardinghouse for meals and rest, until a new pope is found. Under the ceiling depicting Michelangelo's outstretched God creating Adam, there will be no interpreters, no speeches, no lobbying (theoretically). There will be only prayer, chatter and votes.
To keep themselves pure of secular influence -- and, in 2025, viral social media posts -- the serene prelates will be asked not to bring their cellphones. One of the cardinals who is sick, however, may earn the right to vote from his room.

Crowds in St. Peter's Square learned the first secret vote of the papal conclave did not select a new pope on May 7 with the emission of black smoke.


In the hour or so after white smoke, but before the new pope's name is announced in Latin from the central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica, the tea-leaf reading will commence. Had the decision come Wednesday, the choice could have signified the elevation of a familiar cardinal viewed by his peers as a pillar of stability in unsettled times. Or, that a star had somehow electrified the conclave.
Beginning Thursday, four votes will be held during each full-day session. Popes Francis and Benedict XVI were elected in five and four votes, respectively. Should that pattern be followed again, a decision would come Thursday. If the choice bleeds into a third day -- or, shockingly, longer -- the narrative of a house divided will begin to take hold. The last time a conclave went five days was more than a century ago, in 1922.
Since Francis's death, cardinals have laid out conflicting visions for the future of the church, and some have been bracing the faithful for what could be a nail-biter of a marathon. In the largest conclave in history -- there are 133 voting members in Vatican City -- so many cardinals are new and unfamiliar to their peers that the prelates, who normally meet in pre-conclave morning assemblies, held an extended afternoon session this week. Adding to the challenges, not all of them speak fluent Italian -- Vatican City's lingua franca.

Tables are set up in the Sistine Chapel for the conclave. (Simone Risoluti/Reuters)


"We hope the new Pope will arrive in three [or] four days," Chaldean Patriarch Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako told journalists this week.
In an act of high ceremony, most cardinals, singing the Litany of the Saints as they approached the chapel, were wearing red garments with a sash, a rochet vestment, a mozzetta cape and a pectoral cross with red and gold cord, along with a ring, zucchetto skull cap and the biretta peaked hat. The Cardinals of the Eastern Churches wore their own "choir dress," according to the Vatican.
The news media will find out who the new pope is, along "with the rest of the people of God" -- when the birth and papal names of the new pontiff are heralded to a throng in St. Peter's by a senior cardinal, the Vatican said. When the new pontiff emerges for his address, the scrutiny will begin.
Will he select the simple white robes and black shoes of Francis, or return to the bling-y red slippers and red velvet mozzetta favored by Benedict? Will he address the crowd, as Francis did, by humbly calling himself the "bishop of Rome" and, in lieu of a lofty blessing to the faithful, ask the faithful to pray for him instead?
"Popes are always compared to their predecessors," said the Rev. Thomas Reese, 80, a veteran Vatican watcher now in Rome, and who was also in the city for the 2005 and 2013 conclaves. "Catholics tend to support whoever is pope," he added. "But who knows this time in the age of social media."

View of the "Room of Tears," a small chamber next to the Sistine Chapel where the newly elected pope will don the white papal vestments for the first time. (Vatican Media/Reuters)


It's long been said that no one from the United States will be pope, based on the argument that the country already enjoys outsize global power. But there have been whispers in recent days about the rising odds for Cardinal Robert Prevost, a Chicago native who has spent most of his career in Peru and Rome, as well as the traditionalist Archbishop of New York, Cardinal Timothy Dolan.
Prevost is regarded as a pragmatist who was selected by Francis to lead the powerful bishop-picking department at the Vatican, making him extremely well-known among the voting cardinals. Dolan, perhaps the most recognized bishop in the United States, is a St. Louis native who worked in Milwaukee before he went to New York: a gregarious, TV-friendly figure who prayed at President Donald Trump's 2025 inauguration.
Some experts have noted that with so many new cardinals and in such a big conclave, Dolan's high profile could help him break through the Vatican's American taboo.
Several Vatican watchers have been dazzled by Cardinal Cristobal Lopez Romero, a humble Spaniard said to have impressed his peers during his pre-conclave speech and interactions, as Francis did before his election. Romero is the archbishop of Rabat, Morocco.
"I'm fully in tune with everything Francis proposed -- his way of acting, speaking, and leading," Lopez Romero told the news agency of his Salesian religious order last week. "But I don't say, 'I belong to Francis,'" he said. "I'm of Christ. I'm of the Gospel. And if I love Francis, it's because he's pure Gospel."
As is customary, no contender is publicly advocating for the job, and most are demurring, saying they don't want the nod. Swedish Cardinal Anders Arborelius, a Catholic convert in a Protestant-dominant country who spent decades in monastic life, said he has been mobbed by patriotic Swedes celebrating his chances.
"It's a bit ridiculous in Sweden that Swedes are so nationalistic," Arborelius told The Washington Post. Someone the cardinal knows, he said, had asked an AI bot what his chances were. Arborelius said he was relieved when they were in the single digits.
"I was very happy. Because I don't have this strong leadership -- what do you call it? -- management type," he said.
He candidly outlined the struggle among cardinals over the criteria for the next pope. He said cardinals wanted an evangelizer to cope with "many difficult issues" including the "war in Europe" and "Trump in America." But less clear is whether the faith needed a "prophetic figure" who was "charismatic," or someone more reflective and transitional, "like Benedict" was between John Paul II and Francis.

The late pope was known for his frugality and humility. But questions remain about the financial legacy he left behind and what the next pope's salary will be.


The influence and money of Western Catholic conservatives has been on display in the run-up to the conclave. The California-based Napa Institute, which advocates for free-market policies and traditional church teaching on marriage and reproductive issues, wined and dined cardinals in Rome at swank locales with expensive meals and fundraising, according to the National Catholic Reporter.
Japanese Cardinal Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi addressed the issue this week in Rome when reporters asked whether politics was playing a role in the conclave.
"No, I don't think so. But maybe money ... it's a very sensitive issue," he said.
One refrain being echoed, Arborelius said, was concern for migrants -- many of whom are Catholic.
"If you take that issue, migration ... we know it's a political issue in many countries, but it's also kind of biblical," he said. "The people of Israel, Abraham, migrated. The church is built up from migrants."
"It's part of human history where God brings people to different places," he said. "And when we look for a person to guide the church, it has to be someone who somehow answers what we would have seen in Jesus himself, who somehow has to reflect something of his mystery."

From left, in yellow, Filipino Cardinals Luis Antonio Tagle, Jose Advincula and Pablo Virgilio David attend Sunday Mass at the Pontificio Collegio Filippino in Rome. (Eloisa Lopez/Reuters)


Asked about the harsh critiques of Francis being leveled by some cardinals ahead of the conclave, Cardinal Michael Czerny, a Czech-born Canadian prelate and longtime senior Vatican official, described them as typical of an era of social media saturation and intense news cycles where "everything goes without restraint."
But "Francis invited debate," he said. "He would not want to be seen as beyond criticism."
Asked if nationality was being taken into consideration in the selection process, he said, "I hope not, because it shouldn't be."
Stefano Pitrelli contributed to this report.
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Pakistan claims to have downed Indian warplanes, vows response to strikes
India's military said the strikes were in retaliation for a militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir. Analysts warned that the risk of escalation is rising.
By Shaiq Hussain, Rick Noack, Karishma Mehrotra, Shams Irfan, Haq Nawaz Khan | 2025-05-08

People stand near the damaged part of an unidentified aircraft at a mosque compound in Pampore, on the outskirts of Srinagar, in Indian-administered Kashmir, on Wednesday. (Farooq Khan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan -- India and Pakistan were on the brink of direct conflict Wednesday for the first time since 2019, after India launched its deepest and deadliest strikes inside Pakistan in decades and Islamabad claimed to have downed several Indian warplanes.
Pakistan's government said 21 people were killed in the strikes, including two children; India said it avoided Pakistani military and civilian targets and that the operation was aimed at militants in retaliation for last month's rampage by gunmen in a popular tourist area in Pahalgam, in Indian-administered Kashmir. India linked the April 22 attack to Pakistan; Islamabad denied any involvement and has appealed for an international investigation.
The overnight attack has rattled Pakistan, a nation of more than 240 million people, which had braced for Indian military action for weeks but had not anticipated the strikes would reach its heartland. At least 16 of the victims were killed in Pakistan's Punjab, the country's most populous and wealthiest province. It was the first such Indian attack on Punjab in more than half a century.
While the overnight strikes had echoes of a confrontation between the nuclear-armed powers six years ago, Wednesday's aerial assault was much more expansive, and its potential consequences more far-reaching. In 2019, after a similar militant attack in Kashmir, India responded with a single strike in a remote part of Pakistan. In the wake of the latest barrage, the countries traded rhetorical blows, with each trying to own the narrative.

The Indian military said May 7 that it had launched strikes against Pakistan in retaliation for last month's militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir.


"The operation was launched to provide justice to the innocent victims of the terrorist attacks and their families," Indian Col. Sophia Qureshi said at a media briefing. "The operation targeted nine terrorist camps, and we fully destroyed them."
Pakistan characterized the attacks as a "cowardly" strike on civilians -- and on the nation itself.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said in a televised address to Parliament that the military had shot down five Indian warplanes, including three French-made Rafales, and officials released a video showing smoke rising from an apparent crash site. Sharif said Pakistani planes never entered Indian territory and only shot down the aircraft after they had "delivered their payload." The claims could not be independently verified and the Indian government did not respond to questions about its alleged losses.
"We were ready to pounce on the enemy's planes and throw them in the sea," Sharif told Pakistan's Parliament on Wednesday evening. "The enemy knows about our capabilities," he continued, appealing for national unity.

Members of the media film the inside of a building after it was hit by an Indian strike in Bahawalpur, Pakistan, on Wednesday. (Reuters)


As night fell in Islamabad, the most pressing question was whether -- and how -- the country would respond. The United States and China -- Pakistan's most powerful backer -- called for mediation Wednesday, but it was unclear who would take the lead on diplomatic efforts, or whether the two countries were ready to engage.
Pakistani Defense Minister Khawaja Asif told Bloomberg TV that he was "not aware" of any contact between his country and India at the moment. He also hinted, however, that Pakistan might be willing to de-escalate: "If India backs down, we will definitely wrap up these things," he said.
After Wednesday strikes, Pakistan's military reported 24 "impacts" across six locations: Ahmedpur East, Muridke and Sialkot in Punjab; and Kotli, Bagh and Muzaffarabad in Pakistani-administered Kashmir.
After a meeting of Pakistan's national security council, military spokesman Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry said the armed forces had been given "full authority ... to respond at a time, place and manner of their choosing." He warned that "a full account will be taken for every last drop of innocent civilians' unjustly spilled blood."
"People in Punjab now want to go fight the Indians," said Syed Ahsan Raza, a shopkeeper in Ahmedpur East, where Pakistani officials said at least 13 people were killed overnight. Raza said his walls shook when the first strike hit. "People are still in a state of shock and disbelief," he said.
India and Pakistan have fought multiple wars over Kashmir -- a Muslim-majority territory administered in part by both nations and claimed by both in its entirety -- but the region had been relatively quiet since a ceasefire brokered in 2021. Two years earlier, India revoked Kashmir's semiautonomous status and launched an extensive security crackdown on militant groups. Tourism began to flourish again, drawing visitors from across India, but it came at a cost, according to rights groups, which documented arbitrary detentions and extrajudicial killings by Indian forces.

Pakistani security personnel carry the coffins of victims of an Indian strike during their funeral in Muridke, Pakistan, on Wednesday. (Arif Ali/AFP/Getty Images)


The tenuous calm was shattered on April 22, when gunmen emerged from the forest and opened fire on tourists in a popular meadow, in an area known locally as "mini Switzerland." Twenty-six people were killed -- 25 Indians and one Nepali citizen -- making it the deadliest assault on Indian civilians since the 2008 terrorist attacks in Mumbai, which was carried out by the Pakistan-based militant group Lashkar-e-Taiba, or LeT.
In a media briefing, Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said India had found evidence linking the militants in Pahalgam to Pakistan, but he did not make the evidence public. He blamed the attack on the Resistance Front, which India says is an offshoot of LeT, citing social media posts by the group and affiliated accounts. The group has denied responsibility for the attack.
Misri said further attacks against India were forthcoming, according to government intelligence, and that New Delhi's response was aimed at deterrence. He did not respond to questions about whether any Indian aircraft had been shot down by Pakistan.
India's embassy in Beijing, however, weighed in on the controversy, responding to a report about the downed planes in Chinese media with a post on X. "We would recommend you verify your facts and cross-examine your sources before pushing out this kind of dis-information," the embassy wrote.
There was also violence Wednesday along the Line of Control separating Indian-administered and Pakistani-administered Kashmir.  India's External Affairs Ministry said at least 15 people were killed in cross-border shelling in the town of Poonch on the Indian side, and more than 40 injured. A school and a gurdwara, or Sikh house of worship, were both hit, according to the ministry; the military said late Wednesday that an Indian soldier had also been killed. Pakistani officials said five civilians were killed by Indian artillery fire on its side of the disputed border.
"I have never witnessed such an exchange of fire in Poonch," said lawyer Sajid Bukhari, who awoke to loud explosions early Wednesday morning. Sheltered on their ground floor, his family watched the exchange of shells targeting outposts high in the Himalayan hills. When they fled in the morning, he said, his town looked like a "war zone."
Michael Kugelman, a South Asia analyst at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, said "the escalation risks are already much higher than they were at any point during the 2019 crisis." This time, he added, "it'll be more difficult ... to look for off-ramps."
Asfandyar Mir, a South Asia analyst at the Stimson Center, said the risk that the current fighting could spiral out of control has been heightened by India's choice of targets in Punjab, including several mosques, according to Pakistani officials.
"It's the heartland of the country: the cultural, sociopolitical heartland. It's where the military is from and where much of the state apparatus draws from," Mir said.
"The last time the Indians struck in Punjab was in the 1971 war," he said -- years before either nation became a nuclear power. (That war occurred when India's military became involved in a civil war in East Pakistan, which eventually became the independent nation of Bangladesh.)
"The Pakistani leadership will feel like they have legitimate grounds to respond to India in a fairly big manner," Mir said, "to prevent India from ever attempting something like this again." Pakistan's options may range from limited airstrikes to a ground incursion, he added.

Indian security forces patrol a road in Pampore, on the outskirts of Srinagar, the summer capital of Indian-administered Kashmir, on Wednesday. (Farooq Khan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Sushant Singh, a lecturer at Yale University and a former Indian military officer, said Pakistan's response will dictate the direction of the conflict.
"If they go and hit inside Indian Punjab, or India's Rajasthan province," Singh said, referencing two Indian states that border Pakistan, "then it would be absolutely insane. Then we are looking at a different scale."
Several airlines warned travelers Wednesday that their flights between Asia and Europe were being rerouted to avoid Pakistani airspace and might face delays. Operations at several airports in northern India were also suspended until further notice, affected airlines said, and numerous flights to and from Pakistan were canceled.
The U.S. Embassy in Pakistan reiterated in a security alert that the State Department has a "Reconsider Travel" advisory for Pakistan generally and advised "U.S. citizens to depart areas of active conflict if they can safely do so, or to shelter in place."

Passengers were left stranded at airports on May 7, after India launched strikes against Pakistan in response to a militant attack in Kashmir last month.


"It's so terrible," President Donald Trump said Wednesday when asked about the conflict. "They've gone tit for tat, so hopefully they can stop now," he added, "and if I can do anything to help, I will be there."
As countries around the world called for de-escalation, India and Pakistan sought to shore up support from allies. China called the attacks "regrettable" and urged both sides to "remain calm."
Kugelman, the South Asia analyst, said "it might fall to external mediation to try to help the two sides focus on de-escalation" -- efforts that could be led by the United States or Persian Gulf states, which have extensive relations with both India and Pakistan.
Qatar's Foreign Ministry said in a statement Wednesday that there is an "urgent need to keep communication channels open" between the two bitter rivals.
Noack reported from Bangkok, Mehrotra from New Delhi and Irfan from Pulwama in Indian-administered Kashmir.
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Ukraine, Russia trade air attacks ahead of World War II anniversary
A third night of drone attacks near Moscow has snarled airports as foreign leaders start arriving for Russia's Victory Day celebrations.
By Isobel Koshiw, Mary Ilyushina, Francesca Ebel | 2025-05-07

Russian jet fighters fly in formation in Moscow on Wednesday during a rehearsal for a military parade marking the 80th anniversary of the surrender of Nazi Germany in World War II. (Marina Lystseva/Reuters)


KYIV -- Airports shut down across Moscow while drones slammed into a building in Kyiv, killing two people on Wednesday, as Russia and Ukraine kept up airstrikes despite a U.S.-sponsored peace process.
Speaking at a Munich Security Conference meeting in Washington on Wednesday, Vice President JD Vance said the Trump administration thinks the Russians are asking for "too much" in peace talks and that the Kremlin was not interested in a U.S.-proposed 30-day ceasefire. But Vance insisted that the United States can still bring the war to an end.
The U.S. envoy to Ukraine, retired Lt. Gen. Keith Kellogg, meanwhile, said late Tuesday that Ukraine has agreed on a deal that would create a demilitarized zone between the two nations -- leaving Russia in control of most of the territory it currently occupies -- as part of a 30-day ceasefire. But he acknowledged that Russia has not yet accepted the proposal.
"Right now, probably, our impediment in progress is the president of Russia not agreeing to it," he told Fox News.
Russia has proposed a three-day ceasefire starting Thursday to coincide with its celebration marking the 80th anniversary of the surrender of Nazi forces in World War II. The commemoration will feature a parade attended by more than two dozen foreign leaders, including Chinese President Xi Jinping.
Ukraine has dismissed the offer, however, and for the past three days has sent drones streaking toward Moscow, causing little damage but disrupting airport operations. The attacks triggered hours of chaos late Tuesday and Wednesday, with temporary airport closures in Moscow and its surrounding regions.
An official in Ukraine's security service told The Washington Post that Wednesday's drone attacks resulted in the destruction of two Russian weapons factories: the Basalt plant in Krasnoarmiysk, in the Moscow region, and the Splav plant, in Tula city in the same-named region south of Moscow. The claims could not be immediately verified, and Russia has not commented on the attacks.
Russia's Defense Ministry did describe the past 24 hours as the largest air attack on the entire country since the beginning of the war, with a total of 13 missiles and 524 drones fired at several Russian regions.
Thousands of passengers were stranded after their flights were delayed or canceled. Authorities grounded planes at Moscow's Domodedovo and Zhukovsky airports, as well as in the cities of St. Petersburg, Nizhny Novgorod and Kirov. Russia's flag carrier Aeroflot and other airlines told passengers to expect long disruptions.
The drone incursions have also prompted authorities to shut down mobile data in more than 30 Russian cities.
"Our military is taking all measures to ensure that celebrations of the Great Victory take place in a calm, stable and peaceful atmosphere," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said when asked about attempts to disrupt anniversary events. "The Kyiv regime continues to demonstrate its essence, its propensity for terrorist acts."

Russian emergency services vehicles are parked on an embankment near the Kremlin during a rehearsal for Friday's military parade. (Anton Vaganov/Reuters)


Sergei Markov, a pro-Kremlin political analyst, also accused Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky of trying to disrupt the parade.
"The Russian authorities have probably brought additional air defense systems into Moscow, are turning off mobile internet, and are closing cafes in the city center during the hours of the parade -- they are doing everything possible and necessary," he said in a Telegram post.
A senior representative of Ukraine's defense forces previously told The Post that an attack on the parade was unlikely due to the low chance of success and the attendance of world leaders. The leaders of Venezuela and Cuba are reported to have already arrived in Moscow, with Xi expected late Wednesday.

Ukrainian rescuers work at the site where a drone hit a five-story residential building in Kyiv on Wednesday, killing two people. (Sergey Dolzhenko/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Attacks were reported around Ukraine and particularly in Kyiv, with at least one ballistic missile reported and the night punctuated by the sounds of antiaircraft fire and exploding drones. In addition to the two people killed in the building hit by a drone strike, eight people were injured, including four children, according to city authorities. Firefighters battled several blazes that were ignited by the attacks across the city.
According to Kellogg, Ukraine will accept a ceasefire along the current contact line and the creation of a 30-kilometer (19-mile) demilitarized zone controlled equally by both sides.
Ukrainian officials have not confirmed Kellogg's account and did not respond to requests for comment, but his remarks would indicate a shift in Kyiv's position. If implemented, it would amount to de facto Ukrainian acceptance of Russia's control of the occupied areas for an indefinite period.
Kellogg described the line of contact as a jumping-off point for talks, but the head of Ukraine's parliamentary foreign affairs committee, Oleksandr Merezhko, cautioned that a demilitarized zone would indicate that the line of contact is unlikely to move for a long time.
"As soon as you are starting to reinforce the line of contact, it's an indication that you believe it will take longer to change the situation on the ground," Merezhko said.
Either way, Russia shows no sign of genuinely wanting peace talks, though this could change in a year when the war takes its full toll on its economy and ability to mobilize, he added.
Ilyushina reported from Berlin and Ebel from Moscow. Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report. 
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Biden's Gaza pier was more dangerous and costly than previously known
The aid mission was beset with challenges from the start, including rough seas that tore the pier apart, ships that ran aground and the death of a U.S. soldier.
By Alex Horton | 2025-05-07

U.S. Army soldiers stand at the U.S.-built floating pier Trident on June 25, backdropped by the coast of the Gaza Strip. (Leo Correa/AP)


The Biden administration's failed humanitarian mission in Gaza was more dangerous and costly than the Pentagon has publicly acknowledged, causing dozens of injuries to U.S. personnel and resulting in tens of millions dollars in equipment damage, according to a newly released watchdog report.
The 2024 mission to construct an offshore pier and floating causeway for aid delivery was launched after the White House and U.S. diplomats failed to persuade the Israelis to open overland crossings for trucks to deliver humanitarian assistance to Gaza's beleaguered population. The resulting effort, led by Army and Navy forces to stand up the pier, was stricken with challenges from the start, including rough seas that tore the structure apart, ships that ran aground and the death of a U.S. soldier.
During the mission, 62 personnel were injured, the Defense Department Inspector General said in its report, far more than previously disclosed. Army Sgt. Quandarius Stanley was critically injured in May 2024 in an accident involving a forklift aboard a Navy ship; he died five months later at a Veterans Affairs hospital.
Investigators could not determine which of the 62 injuries occurred while performing duties or resulted from off duty activities or other medical conditions. It was not clear whether any of the injured included Defense Department civilians. There was confusion throughout the U.S. military on responsibility to answer basic questions about the pier mission. Officials at Central Command, the Pentagon and the Army referred questions to each other.
The report underlines the questionable value of a mission that cost an estimated $230 million but failed to accomplish the goals outlined by the Biden administration and Pentagon officials. The pier mission ran for three months, but it was functional for only about 20 days. Central Command, which oversees operations in the Middle East, said its off-loading of 20 million pounds of food and supplies was a historic success, though it was a fraction of what aid groups said was needed to stave off famine in Gaza.
The humanitarian need in Gaza at the time was dire, with almost 2 million Palestinians facing extreme hunger, according to the United Nations. To blunt a potential famine, civilians there required about 500 truckloads of assistance per day. That was roughly how much the U.S. unloaded during the entire pier mission, Reuters reported.
President Joe Biden approved the plan despite warnings from within the U.S. government that rough waves could pose significant challenges, and objections from officials who feared the operation would detract from a diplomatic push to compel Israel to open additional land routes into the war zone, a separate investigation from USAID's inspector general found last year.
More than two dozen watercraft and other equipment were damaged, causing about $31 million in repair and maintenance costs, the inspector general report found, citing numerous failings. The Army and Navy did not meet standards for equipment and unit readiness, the report said, "nor did they organize, train, and equip their forces to meet common joint standards." Transportation Command, which oversees coordination of military assets, also fell short of standards in planning and exercises, the report found.

A U.S. Army landing craft is seen beached in Ashdod, Israel, on May 26, 2024, after being swept by wind and current from the temporary humanitarian pier in the Gaza Strip. (Tsafrir Abayov/AP)


"As a result, the DoD faces potential challenges meeting JLOTS requirements in fast-paced, contested, or simultaneous regional or global operations," the report concluded, using the acronym for the military's Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore system.
Crucially, Army and Navy equipment -- including watercraft, piers, causeways and communication systems -- were not designed to work together, which led to damage in the Gaza operation. Planners also did not think through mission-specific needs, such as beach conditions and sea states, that should have informed how commanders executed the operation.
The U.S. military deprioritized JLOTS capabilities and training in the past decade to invest in other systems, presaging the botched mission. The Navy decommissioned a causeway system that uses a more weather-resistant pier, the report found, and the Army sold almost half its boats in 2018 and 2019, reducing its ability to carry out the mission.
Aid groups blasted the Israeli and U.S. governments at the time for failing to open overland crossings to allow aid to flow in greater numbers, describing the Biden administration's decision to move forward with the pier system as humanitarian theater that served little use beyond political messaging to his Democratic base.
The flow of assistance remains an urgent problem in Gaza, humanitarian groups say, as Israel continues an aid blockade of the enclave. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians are threatened by hunger, lack of clean water and little or no access to vaccines or medicine. More than 9,000 children were admitted for treatment of acute malnutrition since the beginning of the year, UNICEF said.
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Are India and Pakistan at risk of war? Here's what to know.
India launched strikes inside Pakistan that killed at least 21 in retaliation for a deadly militant attack last month in Indian-administered Kashmir. 
By Niha Masih, Frances Vinall | 2025-05-08

Soldiers stand guard at a mosque that was hit by an Indian missile attack near Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani-controlled Kashmir, on Wednesday. (M.D. Mughal/AP)


Tensions between India and Pakistan intensified Wednesday after India's military launched strikes against the neighboring country in response to a militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir last month, heightening fears of war between the nuclear-armed rivals.
Pakistani officials said the strikes killed at least 21 civilians, including two children.

Passengers were left stranded at airports on May 7, after India launched strikes against Pakistan in response to a militant attack in Kashmir last month.


The strikes have set the region on edge and shattered the fragile ceasefire that has largely held since 2021. Analysts are warning of escalation in the decades-long conflict that has riven the South Asian subcontinent over the Muslim-majority region of Kashmir, parts of which are controlled by India and Pakistan, though the area is claimed in full by both countries.
Wednesday's aerial assault is on a far bigger scale than in 2019, when India struck a single, remote Pakistani site in response to a suicide bombing that killed more than 40 Indian soldiers in Kashmir.
The international community, including the Trump administration, has urged New Delhi and Islamabad to de-escalate.

A coffin holding the body of Bitan Adhikary, who was killed in a militant attack near Pahalgam, at his residence before his funeral in Kolkata, India, last month. (Avijit Ghosh/Reuters)


The sharp rise in tensions follows a deadly April 22 attack on tourists near the town of Pahalgam in Indian-administered Kashmir.
Gunmen armed with rifles killed 25 Indians and one Nepalese citizen. More than a dozen others were injured. The attack was the deadliest against civilians since the 2008 Mumbai attacks by the Pakistani-based militant group Lashkar-e-Taiba that killed 166 people.
India has long accused Pakistan of fomenting separatist violence in Kashmir. Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said Wednesday that India had found evidence linking the militants in the Pahalgam attack to Pakistan.
Indian-administered Kashmir is a heavily militarized zone. An armed insurgency -- either seeking independence or favoring accession to Pakistan -- has continued against Indian rule for more than three decades.
The Hindu nationalist government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi revoked Kashmir's semiautonomous status in August 2019 and instituted a crackdown, including imposing the world's longest internet shutdown in a democracy. Promising development and investment, New Delhi had touted a return to relative peace, citing the surge of tourists to the region, a narrative upended by the deadly attack last month.
India's armed forces said in a statement that it had targeted nine sites in Pakistan, describing the attacks as "non-escalatory in nature."
According to the Pakistani military, 24 "impacts" were reported across six locations: Ahmedpur East, Muridke and Sialkot in Pakistan and Kotli, Bagh and Muzaffarabad in Pakistani-administered Kashmir.

The Indian military said May 7 that it had launched strikes against Pakistan in retaliation for last month's militant attack in Indian-administered Kashmir.


Pakistan's leaders condemned the strikes as an act of war, with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif saying his country had the right to "give a befitting reply."
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, Pakistan's chief military spokesman, told local media on Wednesday that Pakistan had shot down five Indian warplanes, including French-made Rafales.
Pakistani officials released a video showing smoke rising from apparent wreckage that officials claimed was one of the downed planes. The claims could not be independently verified, and the Indian government had no immediate response.
Tensions over Kashmir date back to 1947, when the British-ruled Indian subcontinent was partitioned into the independent nations of Hindu-majority India and Muslim-majority Pakistan.
The mountainous region spans about 85,800 square miles of the subcontinent between India, Pakistan and China, and its status has been a sore point for the three nations for decades. Various agreements have led to the current governance arrangements, but each nation has competing claims of sovereignty over Kashmir, or parts of it.
Conflicts in which the area was a central issue broke out between India and Pakistan in 1947, 1965 and 1999 and between India and China in 1962, with flare-ups of violence and saber rattling along the militarized borders continuing to the present day.
(India and Pakistan also went to war in 1971 when the Indian military became involved in a civil war in East Pakistan. The conflict eventually resulted in East Pakistan becoming the independent nation of Bangladesh.)
Before partition, the area was a Muslim-majority princely state called Jammu and Kashmir that was under British rule. Afterward, despite his initial plans for its independence, the state's Hindu monarch agreed to join India as he faced an internal rebellion and attacks from tribes in Pakistan.
Direct conflict erupted between the Indian and Pakistani armed forces, until the United Nations oversaw a ceasefire that split the state into a northwest section administered by Pakistan and the larger section administered by India. The unofficial border between the two is called the Line of Control.
An eastern section of Kashmir has remained under Chinese control since a brief war with India in 1962.
India and Pakistan are nuclear-armed nations, a factor that adds to global alarm whenever there are escalations in their dispute over Kashmir.
The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) estimates that Pakistan and India each possess about 170 nuclear warheads.
The role of nuclear weapons in India's military doctrine -- which had earlier been focused on deterring Pakistan -- appears in recent years to have shifted to countering China, with a growing emphasis on longer-range weapons, according to a 2024 SIPRI report.
That same year, SIPRI said Pakistan's growing stockpile of fissile material and development of new delivery systems suggests its nuclear arsenal is likely to keep expanding over the next decade.
Neither country is a signatory to the U.N. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
Sindoor is the Hindi word for the powdered vermilion pigment that married Hindu women wear on their foreheads and hair. The Indian army posted a photo of the powder on X, with a post saying justice had been "served" for the militant attack in Pahalgam.
Indian media have described the choice of the name as a tribute to the women who lost their husbands in the attack.
Karishma Mehrotra, Shams Irfan, Shaiq Hussain and Victoria Craw contributed to this report.
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Tourist's charge of $1,200 for candy leads to police raid, den of illicit goods
Authorities have cracked down on stores selling American candy on London's Oxford Street, saying some also sell fake or dangerous goods and dodge taxes.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2025-05-07

The storefront of the shop on Oxford Street in London, where the $1,200 charge was made. (Westminster City Council)


LONDON -- A tourist was charged 899.99 pounds ($1,200) for two packs of sweets at a store selling American candy while shopping on the British capital's renowned retail avenue, Oxford Street -- prompting a police raid that uncovered 80,000 pounds ($107,000) worth of suspected fake and unsafe goods in what authorities here called their "biggest ever haul."
The tourist reported the overcharge to police and when officers arrived at the store, two sales assistants ran away, disappearing via a hidden panel in the basement wall, said Westminster City Council, the area's local authority. This led officers to discover a secret room stocked with the suspected illegal goods and an escape door leading to the street.
The incident occurred last month at a candy store -- one of dozens that line Oxford Street, advertising American snacks like Goldfish and Sour Patch Kids, as well as vapes and souvenirs such as Union Jack mugs and miniature Towers of London, for eye-popping prices. Locals say the stores often sell subpar quality goods and Westminster City Council has called them a "scourge."
Police and neighborhood authorities say these stores proliferated around the pandemic, and they have in recent years reported raids and seizures of suspected illegal goods there totaling tens of thousands of pounds. Authorities also believe that the shop owners hide behind opaque ownership structures to avoid business taxes.
"The rash of U.S. candy stores which sprang up during the pandemic rapidly became a blight on Oxford Street with some unscrupulous owners peddling unsafe and illegal goods," Adam Hug, leader of Westminster City Council, told The Washington Post. "We have real concerns about what they do to the look and feel of the High Street, but we also have concerns about what they're selling ... that are actually harmful for people, where they're ripping off customers."

Police raided a souvenir and candy store on London's Oxford Street on April 25, which uncovered over $100,000 worth of suspected fake and unsafe goods.


Westminster City Council's consumer protection team, Trading Standards, has said it has seized more than $1.3 million worth of fake and unsafe goods from these kinds of stores in the past two years. The illegal goods found in these shops in recent years have included vapes containing more nicotine than was advertised, more than $13,000 worth of counterfeit Paddington Bear merchandise and American cereal and sodas containing additives and food dyes banned in the United Kingdom, including versions of Swedish Fish and Lucky Charms.
During an April 25 raid of the store where tourists reported the overcharge, police and council authorities impounded nearly 3,000 "American food items," more than 30,000 cigarettes, and more than 3,000 vapes and other nicotine and tobacco products -- all of which were "fake and unsafe," the council said. Some of the seized vapes claimed to be "zero nicotine" but listed nicotine in their ingredients list, it said.

Cigarettes that were seized. (Westminster City Council)



The cigarettes amounted to more than 30,000. (Westminster City Council)


Customers have also been overcharged, apparently without their knowledge, the council said. In March 2023, the council said, a customer of one of the raided shops claimed they thought they paid $33 for a vape but were actually charged four times that.
Westminster City Council has received "multiple reports" of items in the candy and souvenir stores "not being priced at all" and salespeople "more or less inventing inflated prices" at the cash register, according to council spokesman Fergus Sheppard. He said last month's incident was "probably the most extreme example yet of what goes on."
A mix of raids and lawsuits has helped bring down the number of mixed candy and souvenir stores on Oxford Street from 40 during the pandemic to 18 in March, according to the council.
But enforcement is difficult because after the pandemic forced many businesses to close brick-and-mortar stores, landlords wanting to avoid paying property taxes on vacant commercial buildings "have been prepared to allow low-quality tenants like candy stores, vape shops and souvenir shops to occupy their shops at usually less than market rents," Sheppard said. However, for these stores to make a profit, "most must avoid paying central government taxes" such as VAT and property taxes, Sheppard added.
Companies like these owed Westminster City Council $10.7 million worth of unpaid property tax during the pandemic, but the council says that since it started to sue more of the store owners, this number has fallen to around $1.9 million. But this also brings difficulties, Hug said, because many of the companies that own these stores are shell companies that are liquidated, preventing the council from recouping unpaid taxes.
The Post was unable to contact the store's owners for comment. A search on Companies House, which registers U.K. businesses, shows that several companies linked to Oxford Street candy shop addresses have been dissolved or lack contact details, and several have been recently liquidated or ordered to shut down by courts.
When police show up at the stores, Sheppard said the staff is often "'schooled' to say as little possible ... usually claiming they are only 'helping out for the day' and the manager is away, and they don't know anything about the running of the shop."
Staff running away when council or police officers arrive is "unusual but has been seen several times before," he said.
The customer who was overcharged last month received a refund after they returned to the store with police officers, according to the council. It's not clear if the overcharge was an error or deliberate, and London's Metropolitan Police did not respond to a request for comment.
"Charging 900 pounds for two packets of sweets is a new low, even for the unscrupulous people who run these rackets," Hug said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/05/07/oxford-street-american-candy-shop-london/
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Most D.C. residents favor using city funds on a new NFL stadium, poll finds     
A 55 percent majority of D.C. residents favor using about $850 million in D.C. money to help finance development around a new stadium on the RFK Stadium site.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Jenny Gathright, Emily Guskin, Scott Clement | 2025-05-08

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and the Washington Commanders have proposed a $3.7 billion stadium project on the site of the vacant RFK Stadium. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


As the D.C. Council mulls a $3.7 billion plan to build a new Washington Commanders stadium and adjoining development on the banks of the Anacostia River, most D.C. residents are in favor of using city money to help fund the project, a stark change from opinions three years ago.
A 55 percent majority of D.C. residents favor using about $850 million in District funds to help finance the development around a new stadium on the RFK Stadium site, while 39 percent oppose the idea, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll.
That compares with 47 percent of D.C. residents who supported city funding for a stadium project when asked in 2024 and 30 percent who did so in 2022. Those prior polls did not specify how much city money would be used or where a prospective stadium would be located. Between the 2022 and 2024 polls, Josh Harris purchased the NFL franchise from Daniel Snyder, whose more than two decades as owner were marked by on- and off-field controversies and competitive struggles.
In his 22 months of ownership, Harris and his limited partners have overhauled the organization and invested more than $100 million in upgrades and repairs to the current facilities in Landover, Maryland, and Ashburn, Virginia.
Current support for funding the football stadium is lower than the 64 percent of D.C. residents last year who supported the city paying $500 million for improvements to Capital One Arena.
Harris, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) and NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell last week unveiled the details of the $3.7 billion deal, which includes at least $2.7 billion from the team. The 65,000-seat roofed venue would replace the decrepit RFK Stadium, which has sat vacant for nearly eight years, and anchor a sprawling mixed-use development on the 180-acre plot. A majority of the D.C. Council would have to approve such a deal; Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) said that a deal to bring a stadium to RFK is likely to go through in some form but that he expects the council will make significant changes to it with the aim of saving some taxpayer money.
"My initial sense is that the deal is very, very, very favorable to the Commanders," Mendelson said during a news conference Monday. "The end goal should be, what is the best deal for taxpayers? That is not stadium at any price. That would be stadium at a reasonable price."
The poll, conducted by The Post and George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government, was conducted by phone from April 22 to May 4, using a random sampling of 651 adult residents of D.C., with an error margin of plus or minus 4.6 percentage points. The poll specified an $850 million price tag based on early reporting of the stadium deal. The full term sheet of the deal announced last week included total costs to D.C. taxpayers of around $1 billion.
The stadium deal was announced while the poll was being conducted, but support for the proposal did not shift from before (55 percent) to after (54 percent) the plan's details were announced.
Commanders fandom is the strongest factor in stadium support. Seven in 10 Commanders fans living in D.C. favor using $850 million in city money to finance the stadium's development compared with about half as many Washingtonians who say they are not fans of the team (38 percent are in support, while 55 percent are opposed).
Sports fans in the District who are not Commanders fans narrowly oppose funding the stadium -- 51 percent to 44 percent -- while a 63 percent majority of those who say they are not sports fans oppose using city coffers to fund the football stadium.
"You know how much revenue it's going to make for the city?" said Ward 1 resident Barbara Barto, a hockey and Washington Nationals fan who said the proposal should not come as a shock to neighborhood residents. "Sometimes you've got to give a little to get a little. ... If you live in that neighborhood and didn't know there was a stadium there, you weren't opening your eyes. There's a stadium there."
Under the terms unveiled last week, the District would help fund stadium infrastructure, parking facilities and recreation improvements. The largest chunk of its contribution -- $500 million -- would come from the Sports Facilities Fee (formerly the Ballpark Fee), a tax on businesses earning $5 million or more. D.C. would also invest $202 million for utilities infrastructure, roadways and a Metro transit study. Events DC, the convention and sports authority for the District, would add in $181 million for parking garages.
The District would purchase other parking facilities from the Commanders in 2032 for $175 million, a future cost that will be funded by stadium revenue after the venue is up and running.
Support for public funding for the stadium is strongest in Wards 7 and 8, with 63 percent in favor; Ward 7 is home to the RFK site. In Wards 1 and 2, a similar 60 percent favor financing a football stadium.
Wayne Young, a 65-year-old Ward 7 resident, is not a fan of the Commanders but finds the proposal "exciting" and isn't "frightened" by the use of city money for the project.
"What frightens me is that people don't speak of the revenue it will generate," he said. "So, the reality is people need a balance between the revenue spent and the revenue that it will generate. ... What I want to hear more is the other part to see what the balance is. The part that is not discussed is the revenue it will bring in, in the short term and long term."
About half (51 percent) of residents in Wards 5 and 6 favor using city money for the project (40 percent oppose), while opinion is roughly split in Wards 3 and 4 (46 percent in favor, 49 percent opposed). Support is stronger on the east side of the Anacostia River (74 percent) than the west side (49 percent).
"The economic literature is not really supportive of public financing for stadiums," said Troy Kravitz, a Ward 3 resident and fan of the Philadelphia Eagles, the Commanders' divisional rivals. "You can make an argument to support the D.C. Council being in favor based upon the risk of that land being left vacant for a long time, but I don't think they should justify it on the belief that it's a good use of public funds."
Carlos Gatti, 27, a Commanders fan who lives in Ward 6, believes public funding is reasonable so long as it provides a "long-term benefit" to the community surrounding the stadium. "If not, I think the Commanders should be paying for it," he said.
More Black Washingtonians favor funding the development (62 percent) than White Washingtonians (53 percent) or those who are Asian, Hispanic or another race (44 percent). And more Black men favor the football development than Black women -- 70 percent vs. 57 percent are in favor (54 percent of Black men "strongly" favor funding development of the stadium). Similar shares of White men and White women support using city money to develop a stadium (54 percent and 52 percent, respectively).

From left, Commanders owner Josh Harris, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell in April. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


Council members have expressed mixed views on the proposal. One lawmaker, Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), opposes a stadium on that site in any form. Others, like Mendelson, Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) and Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), have expressed opposition to public money financing a stadium or said they want the city to get a better deal, while Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) has said he wants to see certain changes to the deal before supporting it -- including guarantees for additional community benefits. Christina Henderson (I-At Large), Matthew Frumin (D-Ward 3) and Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) are skeptical of the high price tag but have not committed to a position, preferring to wait and examine the full details. Four council members -- Anita Bonds (D-At Large), Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), Kenyan R. McDuffie (I-At Large) and Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7) -- have said they support the deal. One council seat is vacant.
"I think the council will recognize what an incredible opportunity that this is, as we did, and hopefully come around," Harris, the Commanders owner, said last week. " ... It's just an incredible project for D.C."
The stadium deal is set to appear in Bowser's fiscal 2026 budget proposal, which she has yet to unveil to the public and council in full. A term sheet Bowser agreed on with the team set a mid-July deadline for council approval, though Mendelson has said that the deadline may not be realistic.
All council members agree that the land -- which D.C. now controls due to an act of Congress in December -- is an opportunity for the city and should be developed with amenities such as housing, retail and parks. In an interview on WAMU 88.5's "The Politics Hour" last week, Bowser said she felt council members were most convinced by the argument that a stadium would help guarantee quick development at the RFK site, which has been sitting largely abandoned for years, surrounded by empty parking lots.
The stadium, Bowser said, "gives us a sure route to a productive site in 2030" -- the team's goal for a stadium opening. "Otherwise, in 2030 we will still be talking about the plans and what could go there."
Harris purchased the Commanders from Snyder in July 2023 for a then-record price of $6.05 billion. After the team went 4-13 in his first season, Harris began a mass overhaul of the football operations, hiring General Manager Adam Peters and Coach Dan Quinn, before turning his focus to the business operations.
With quarterback Jayden Daniels, the No. 2 overall pick in the 2024 draft, the Commanders finished 12-5 last season and made it to the NFC championship game for the first time in 33 years.
"Washington is an incredible franchise, and the people of the DMV love football," Harris said in a video call with The Post on Monday. "All you can do in my spot is to put great people around, support them, create a big vision for elite performance on and off the field, and then push them and drive it. It's hard to predict an NFC championship game in your second year."
A week after Harris revealed the D.C. stadium deal alongside Bowser and Goodell, the trio returned downtown for a news conference with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office for another announcement. The District in 2027 will host the NFL draft, one of the league's marquee events, which Harris and Goodell said they hope will draw more than a million attendees.
"Then all those people will create a lot of economic activity," Harris said. "D.C. will be able to show itself as what it is, which is an incredibly vibrant place. So, it will be amazing for the city and it'll showcase the city as the construction is going on."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/08/rfk-stadium-commanders-financing-poll/
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