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            An Associated Press cameraman in Khan Younis counted 10 airstrikes on the city overnight into Thursday, and saw numerous bodies taken to the morgue in the city's Nasser Hospital. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh; Production Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Moment of Israeli airstrike on building in Jabaliya in Gaza Strip caught on camera
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            Large smoke clouds billow over Gaza Strip as several Israeli airstrikes hit area east of Jabaliya

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinians inspect the rubble of the Al-Lahham family's home, destroyed by Israeli airstrikes in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A Palestinian man walks on the rubble of the Al-Zainati family's home, destroyed by Israeli airstrikes in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A Palestinian kid walks on the rubble of the Al-Zainati family's home, destroyed by Israeli airstrikes in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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            MOHAMMAD JAHJOUH and TIA GOLDENBERG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Multiple airstrikes hit Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis overnight into Thursday, killing more than 50 people in a second consecutive night of heavy bombing, while another airstrike in the north of the Palestinian territory left more than a dozen people dead, authorities said.
The strikes come as U.S. President Donald Trump visits the Middle East, visiting Gulf states but not Israel. There had been widespread hope that Trump's regional visit could usher in a ceasefire deal or renewal of humanitarian aid to Gaza. An Israeli blockade of the territory is now in its third month.
An Associated Press cameraman in Khan Younis counted 10 airstrikes on the city overnight into Thursday, and saw numerous bodies taken to the morgue in the city's Nasser Hospital. It took time to identify some of the bodies due to the extent of their injuries. The hospital's morgue confirmed 54 people had been killed.

    
The dead included a journalist working for Qatari television network Al Araby TV, the network announced on social media, saying Hasan Samour had been killed along with 11 members of his family in one of the strikes in Khan Younis.
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks a signing ceremony with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Palestinians evacuate after the Israeli army issued an evacuation warning for several schools and a hospital in Gaza City's Rimal neighborhood, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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[image: Syria's interim president, Ahmad al-Sharaa, listens during a joint press conference with French President Emmanuel Macron after a meeting at the Elysee Palace in Paris on May 7, 2025. (Stephanie Lecocq/Pool via AP)]
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The Israeli military had no immediate comment on the strikes.
It was the second night of heavy bombing, after airstrikes Wednesday on northern and southern Gaza killed at least 70 people, including almost two dozen children.
Another strike in Jabaliya in northern Gaza hit a complex including a mosque and a small medical clinic, killing 13 people, said the Civil Defense, a first responder agency operating under Gaza's Hamas-run government. 

    
Mourning for the dead in Khan Younis
In Nasser Hospital, Safaa Al-Najjar, her face stained with blood, wept as the shroud-wrapped bodies of two of her children were brought to her: 1 1/2-year-old Motaz Al-Bayyok and 1 1/2 month-old Moaz Al-Bayyok.
The family was caught in the overnight airstrikes. All five of Al-Najjar's other children, ranging in ages from 3 to 12, were injured, while her husband was in intensive care. 
One of her sons, 11-year-old Yusuf, his head heavily bandaged, screamed in grief as the shroud of his younger sibling was parted to show his face.
"I gave them dinner and put them to sleep as usual, it was a normal day. Suddenly I don't know what happened, the world went upside down," she said as others tried to comfort her. "I don't know, I don't know ... what is their fault? What is their fault?"
Outside the hospital, mourners gathered to pray as the dead, laid out in rows in white body bags, were loaded onto a truck to be taken for burial. 
Israel has vowed to escalate the war
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed earlier in the week to push ahead with a promised escalation of force in Israel's war in the Gaza Strip to pursue his aim of destroying the Hamas militant group, which governs Gaza.
In comments released by Netanyahu's office Tuesday, the prime minister said Israeli forces were days away from entering Gaza "with great strength to complete the mission ... It means destroying Hamas."
International rights group Human Rights Watch said Thursday that Israel's stated plan of seizing Gaza and displacing hundreds of thousands of people "inches closer to extermination," and called on the international community to speak out against it.

    
The war began when Hamas-led militants killed 1,200 people in an Oct. 7, 2023 intrusion into southern Israel. Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed more than 53,000 Palestinians, many of them women and children, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not say how many were combatants. Almost 3,000 have been killed since Israel broke a ceasefire on March 18, the ministry said.
The Health Ministry said Thursday morning that the bodies of 82 people killed in Israeli strikes, including the 54 in Khan Younis, had been brought to hospitals in the past 24 hours. The overall Palestinian death toll rose to 53,010, with another 119,998 people wounded. 
Hamas still holds 58 of the roughly 250 hostages it took during its Oct. 7 attack on Israel, with 23 believed to still be alive, although Israeli authorities have expressed concern for the status of three of those. 

    
Gaza's only hospital providing cancer treatments out of service due to Israeli strikes
Gaza's Health Ministry said Thursday that Israeli strikes have rendered the European Hospital Khan Younis -- the only remaining facility providing cancer treatments in Gaza -- out of service due to severe damage to its infrastructure and access roads.
The shutdown halts all specialized treatments, including cardiac surgeries and cancer care, the ministry added.
The Israeli military conducted two airstrikes against the European Hospital on Tuesday, saying it was targeting a Hamas command center beneath the facility. Six people were killed in the strike.
European Hospital director Imad al-Hout told AP there had been 200 patients in the hospital at the time of Tuesday's strikes. They were all gradually evacuated, with the last 90 transferred to other hospitals, including Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, on Wednesday morning. Efforts were now underway to coordinate repairs to the facility, he added.

    
Israeli blockade of aid into Gaza in its third month
Palestinians in northern Gaza lined up Thursday near areas under Israeli bombardment in a desperate attempt to obtain food, as Israel's aid blockade entered its third month.
At the charity kitchen set up atop piles of rubble in Beit Lahia, dozens of Palestinians stood in a crowded line, pressing against one another, holding empty pots and plastic containers high in the air in hopes of receiving vegetable soup.
Um Abed, who is displaced with 20 family members, waited in line from 9 a.m. and went home empty-handed for the second day in a row as the number of people far exceeded the available food.
"I have a 3-year-old child who's crying all day because he wants to eat ... we want them to stop the war and to allow food in," Um Abed cried and yelled as she held up her empty pot to the camera.
Israel's offensive has obliterated vast swaths of Gaza's urban landscape and displaced 90% of the population, often multiple times. It halted the entry of all aid, including food and medication, into the territory on March 2, and international food security experts have warned that Gaza will likely fall into famine if Israel doesn't lift its blockade and stop its military campaign.
Nearly half a million Palestinians are facing possible starvation while 1 million others can barely get enough food, according to findings by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, a leading international authority on the severity of hunger crises.
Israeli government spokesman David Mencer on Thursday denied there was a food shortage in Gaza and claimed Hamas was "holding onto it ... they need to open up the food to the people."

Human Rights Watch said Israel's plan to seize Gaza and remain there, coupled with the "systematic destruction" of civilian infrastructure and the block on all imports into the territory, were cause for signatories to the Genocide Convention to act to prevent Israel's moves. The group also called on Hamas to free the hostages it still holds.
Israel vehemently denies accusations that it is committing genocide in Gaza.
___
Goldenberg reported from Tel Aviv, Israel.
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    [image: U.N. humanitarian chief Tom Fletcher responds to questions during an interview with The Associated Press at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            FARNOUSH AMIRI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The United Nations' humanitarian chief has defended using the term "genocide" to describe what aid workers are trying to prevent in Gaza, saying the world should not make the same mistakes seen in past violations of international law, when it wasn't "called out soon enough." 
Tom Fletcher, in an interview with The Associated Press, said his forceful speech this week to the U.N. Security Council was meant to highlight what he views as the "eroding" of a rules-based order in Israel's bombardment of Gaza and monthslong blockade of lifesaving aid. He also blasted a new U.S.-backed proposal to deliver aid to Palestinians amid the 19-month-long war as "dehumanizing." 
"I'm not a lawyer. I'm a humanitarian. My job is to get the aid in, to get the attention of the world, to help create the conditions to get that aid in and save as many lives as possible before it's too late," Fletcher said Wednesday. 

    
"But I also want to make sure that we aren't making the mistake that was made with previous massive breaches of international law, where it hasn't been called out soon enough," he added.
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks a signing ceremony with Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Palestinians inspect the rubble of the Al-Lahham family's home, destroyed by Israeli airstrikes in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians evacuate after the Israeli army issued an evacuation warning for several schools and a hospital in Gaza City's Rimal neighborhood, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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Fletcher is the first U.N. official to use the term "genocide" concerning Israel's war in Gaza, a charge that Israel vehemently denies and that many in the international community have been hesitant to make even as criticism of Israel has come to a head in recent weeks.

    
    
    
"Instead of admitting that the existing distribution system has failed, the U.N. insists on preserving Hamas' supply pipeline," Israeli Ambassador to the U.N. Danny Danon said Tuesday to the Security Council. "This is not neutrality -- this is support for terrorism. Israel will not cooperate with a mechanism that strengthens those who kidnapped, murdered, raped and tortured our citizens."
United Nations spokespeople have stressed repeatedly that only a court can make a determination that genocide has been committed.

    
Fletcher, a longtime British diplomat, has spent the last several weeks in meetings with Israeli officials, lobbying for them to allow back into Gaza food, fuel, medicine and all other supplies that have been blocked since March. It's worsened a humanitarian crisis for 2.3 million Palestinians, with experts saying this week that nearly half a million Palestinians are facing possible starvation and 1 million others can barely get enough food.
Israel says that the blockade aims to pressure Hamas to release the hostages it still holds and that it won't allow aid back in until a system is in place that gives it control over distribution.
"We have these very, very robust procedures, distribution points, oversights and so on to keep (aid) away from Hamas," Fletcher said. "We have the best plan to save millions of lives that is out there. There's no better plan for that. And we want to get in and do that." 
U.S. and Israeli officials, however, have been pushing the U.N. to assist with a new organization, the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation, that is set to implement an aid distribution system based on plans similar to those designed by Israel. 

    
Many in the aid community, including Fletcher, believe it is meant to supplant the distribution system now run by the U.N. and other international aid agencies.
"What I have heard is a system that to me feels very dehumanizing," Fletcher said, noting that people would be "moved out of their own locations, deliberately displaced into holding pens, expected to show ID and so on in a very dehumanizing way that isn't based on humanitarian need."
He said U.N. lawyers and nonprofit partners have warned that if the U.N. were to agree to this proposal, "we would be undermining our humanitarian principles" and opening the door for other occupying powers to determine who gets aid and how it is distributed. 
The U.S.-backed foundation said it expects to begin operations before the end of the month.
Foundation executive director Jake Wood, a U.S. military veteran and co-founder of an existing disaster relief group called Team Rubicon, indicated that Israeli officials had agreed to allow the foundation to deliver aid through existing systems in Gaza temporarily while the group builds new distribution sites that Israel has demanded for aid.


    
The Israelis also have agreed to allow more sites to be constructed to allow aid distribution in all of Gaza and to look for ways to get aid to those too malnourished, injured by fighting, too old or too young to travel long distances to one of the aid sites, a foundation's statement said Wednesday.
Fletcher said he's not convinced from his meetings "that there is the will to find a way to ensure this complies with basic humanitarian law."
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    Trump says the US and Iran have 'sort of' agreed on the terms for a nuclear deal
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            Trump, while before business leaders said: "We'd like to see if we could solve the Iran problem in an intelligent way, as opposed to a brutal way. There's only two: intelligent and brutal. Those are the two alternatives."
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            President Donald Trump on Thursday visited a U.S. base installation at the center of American involvement in the Middle East as he uses his four-day visit to Gulf states to reject the "interventionism" of America's past in the region.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with with Yousif Al Obaidli, director of Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, during a tour of the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump and UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan arrive at Qasr Al Watan, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: United Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, right, greets President Donald Trump at Abu Dhabi International Airport, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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[image: President Donald Trump stands on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump leaves the airport after he was greeted by UAE President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at Abu Dhabi International Airport, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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            ZEKE MILLER and AAMER MADHANI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    



    
DOHA, Qatar (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Thursday that the United States and Iran have "sort of" agreed to terms on a nuclear deal, offering a measure of confidence that an accord is coming into sharper focus.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani stand during the U.S. national anthem at a state dinner at Lusail Palace in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Trump, in an exchange with reporters at a business roundtable in Doha, Qatar, described the talks between American envoy Steve Witkoff and Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi as "very serious negotiations" for "long-term peace" and were continuing to progress.
Still, throughout his visit with Arab Gulf leaders this week, the president has underscored that military action against Iran's nuclear facilities remains a possibility if the talks derail.
"Iran has sort of agreed to the terms: They're not going to make, I call it, in a friendly way, nuclear dust," Trump said at the business event. "We're not going to be making any nuclear dust in Iran."
Without offering detail, he signaled growing alignment with the terms that he has been seeking.
But a top political, military and nuclear adviser to Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, told NBC News on Wednesday that Tehran stands ready get rid of its stockpiles of highly enriched uranium that can be weaponized, agree to enrich uranium only to the lower levels needed for civilian use and allow international inspectors to supervise the process. 



    
        




    




Ali Shamkhani added that in return, Iran wants an immediate lifting of all economic sanctions.

    
    
    
Trump said his demands have been straightforward.
"They can't have a nuclear weapon. That's the only thing. It's very simple," Trump said. "It's not like I have to give you 30 pages worth of details. It is only one sentence. They can't have a nuclear weapon."
But Trump on Wednesday suggested he was looking for Tehran to make other concessions as part of a potential agreement.
Iran "must stop sponsoring terror, halt its bloody proxy wars and permanently and verifiably cease pursuit of nuclear weapons," Trump said in remarks at a meeting in Saudi Arabia of leaders from the Gulf Cooperation Council. "They cannot have a nuclear weapon."

    
Wrapping up his time in Qatar, Trump stopped at a U.S. installation at the center of American involvement in the Middle East and spoke to U.S. troops. The Republican president has used his four-day visit to Gulf states to reject the "interventionism" of America's past in the region.
Al-Udeid Air Base was a major staging ground during the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The base houses some 8,000 U.S. troops, down from about 10,000 at the height of those wars.
Trump told the troops that his "priority is to end conflicts, not start them."
"But I will never hesitate to wield American power if it's necessary to defend the United States of America or our partners," he said.
Trump has held up Gulf nations such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar as models for economic development in a region plagued by conflict. He urged Qatari officials to use their influence to entice Iran to come to terms with his administration on a nuclear deal.
Trump later flew to Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates for the final leg of his trip. He visited the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, the country's largest mosque. The UAE's founder, Sheikh Zayed, is buried in the mosque's main courtyard.

    
Trump took his shoes off, which is customary, as he stepped into the house of worship and spent time marveling at the architecture.
"It's beautiful," Trump said.
He was later hosted for a state visit in the evening by UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at the Qasr Al Watan presidential palace. Trump and his delegation were greeted by young children wearing the traditional robe and waving small U.S. and UAE flags.
Earlier in the week, Trump met with Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa and announced plans to ease sanctions on the war-torn country. The U.S. has deployed more than 1,000 troops in Syria for years to suppress a return of the Islamic State group.
Trump praised al-Sharaa, who was tied to al-Qaida and joined insurgents battling U.S. forces in Iraq before entering the Syrian civil war, after the two met in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday. He called al-Sharaa a "young, attractive guy. Tough guy. Strong past. Very strong past. Fighter."

    
It was a stark contrast from earlier years, when al-Sharaa was imprisoned by U.S. troops in Iraq. Until December, there was a $10 million U.S. bounty for his arrest.
Trump said that the opinions of Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan were big factors in his decision to lift sanctions on Syria.

    
"President Erdogan called me and said, 'Is there any way you could do that? Because if you don't do that, they don't have a chance,'" Trump said. "So, I did it."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani welcomes President Donald Trump during an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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As he made his way to Abu Dhabi on Thursday, Trump reminded reporters about President Joe Biden's 2022 fist bump with the Saudi crown prince, a moment roundly criticized by human rights activists already upset by the Democrat's decision to hold the meeting.
Trump noted that while in Saudi Arabia and Qatar this week, he had shaken many hands.

"They were starving for love because our country didn't give them love," Trump told reporters aboard Air Force One. "They gave him a fist bump. Remember the fist bump in Saudi Arabia? He travels all the way to Saudi Arabia ... and he gives him a fist bump. That's not what they want. They don't want a fist bump. They want to shake his hand."
___
Madhani reported from Dubai. Associated Press writer Gabe Levin in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.
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    Newark Mayor Ras Baraka says officials fingerprinting him second time tried to 'humiliate' him
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            Bodycam footage released by the Department of Homeland Security showed the arrest of Newark Mayor Ras Baraka, who was detained at a federal immigration detention center. Baraka on Saturday denied trespassing during a confrontation with ICE agents that led to his arrest while the Democrat was at the facility with three members of Congress.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mayor Ras Baraka speaks to supporters and media after a court appearance in Newark, N.J., Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Mayor Ras Baraka, right, arrives to speak to supporters and media after a court appearance in Newark, N.J., Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: Mayor Ras Baraka, center, leaves after speaking to supporters and media after a court appearance in Newark, N.J., Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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            MIKE CATALINI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEWARK, N.J. (AP) -- Newark Mayor Ras Baraka said federal prosecutors tried to "humiliate and degrade" him by making him give his fingerprints and take a mug shot for a second time Thursday after a court appearance on a trespassing charge stemming from his arrest at an immigration detention center he was protesting.
Both Baraka, a Democrat seeking his party's nomination for governor, and interim U.S. Attorney Alina Habba appeared in court for roughly 15-minute procedural hearing before Magistrate Judge Andre Espinosa. 
The hearing covered mostly scheduling for discovery in the case, which stemmed from an encounter Friday outside the Delaney Hall immigration detention center.
Habba didn't speak during the hearing but sat behind assistant prosecutor Stephen Demanovich, who said the government disputed Baraka's claims that he committed no crime and was invited onto the facility's property. 

    
Confusion over whether Baraka had been fingerprinted and processed after his arrest unfolded after the judge brought the proceedings to a close. As the parties began to walk away, the judge added that the mayor would need to be processed by the U.S. Marshals Service and that it would take 10 minutes. Baraka, looking confused, said he had already been processed after his arrest. The judge said "agents" had processed him but not the marshals. 



    
        




    




"Let's go," Baraka said, before indicating he would go with the marshals. 

    
    
    
Speaking to a crowd of supporters outside court, Baraka addressed why it took him awhile to emerge from the building. 
"They're trying their best to humiliate and degrade me as much as they possibly can," he said. "I feel like what we did was completely correct. We did not violate any laws. We stood up for the Constitution of this country, the constitution of the state of New Jersey."
A message seeking a response was sent Thursday to the U.S. attorney's office. 

    
The charge against Baraka
The trespassing charge against Baraka carries a maximum sentence of 30 days in prison. Espinosa said court rules permitted him to decide the matter himself as it was "petty offense," but Baraka's attorneys said they wanted to reserve the right to have a jury trial. 
One of Baraka's attorney's, Rahul Argawal, said the defense expected to seek to dismiss the charges because the mayor was arrested by federal agents on private property, calling it a "jurisdictional defect." He added that it was a "selective prosecution" and that only the mayor had been arrested. 
Demanovich said the government disputed that but didn't go into detail. 
Witnesses had said the arrest last week came after Baraka attempted to join three members of New Jersey's congressional delegation, Reps. Robert Menendez, LaMonica McIver, and Bonnie Watson Coleman, in attempting to enter the facility.
Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday decried the "spectacle" at the detention facility, calling it a "new low for congressional Democrats." He said Republicans are discussing possible disciplinary action, including censuring the three Democrats or removing them from House committees.

    
Messages seeking comment Wednesday were left with the three Democrats.
Baraka has been an outspoken opponent of President Donald Trump's immigration crackdown and a vocal opponent of the facility's opening. But he did not mention the president by name in comments outside court Thursday. 
"People who went down there protesting have a right to do that. They have a right to do it and I have a right to talk to them," he said.
The altercation
Baraka had returned to the center Tuesday, but left without incident. It was not immediately clear how Baraka's appearance at the gates Tuesday differed from Friday when he was arrested.
He has denied being on the detention facility's property, which is run by private prison operator Geo Group.
In video of the Friday altercation shared with The Associated Press, a federal official in a jacket with the Homeland Security Investigations logo can be heard telling Baraka he could not enter because "you are not a Congress member."
Baraka then left the secure area, rejoining protesters on the public side of the gate. Video showed him speaking through the gate to a man in a suit, who said: "They're talking about coming back to arrest you."

    
"I'm not on their property. They can't come out on the street and arrest me," Baraka replied.
Minutes later, several Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents, some wearing face coverings, surrounded him and others on the public side. Baraka was dragged back through the gate in handcuffs.
On Thursday he said the officers who arrested him "treated me with respect." 
He added: "But at the end of the day I shouldn't have been in there."

Delaney Hall is a two-story building next to a county prison and formerly operated as a halfway house. In February, Immigration and Customs Enforcement awarded a 15-year contract to The Geo Group Inc. to run the detention center. 
A trial date wasn't set Thursday, but both parties agreed mid- to late July could work.
___
Associated Press writer Leah Askarinam in Washington contributed to this report.
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    New Jersey Transit issues warning for riders ahead of potential rail strike




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An electronic display advises commuters of potential NJ Transit service disruptions at the Secaucus Junction station in Secaucus, N.J., Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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[image: An NJ Transit train pulls into the Secaucus Junction station in Secaucus, N.J., Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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            By 
            BRUCE SHIPKOWSKI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        New Jersey Transit urged riders to reach their destinations before the end of the day Thursday or risk being stranded as talks continued in a bid to avert a rail strike by train engineers that would affect some 350,000 commuters who work in New Jersey and New York City.
The advisory provided riders with details on contingency plans that would take effect if engineers walk off the job at 12:01 a.m. EDT Friday. The agency plans to increase bus service, saying it would add "very limited" capacity to existing New York commuter bus routes in close proximity to rail stations and will contract with private carriers to operate bus service from key regional park-and-ride locations during weekday peak periods.
However, the agency noted that the buses would not be able to handle close to the same number of passengers -- only about 20% of current rail customers -- so it is has urged people who can work from home to do so if there is a strike.

    
NJ Transit -- the nation's third largest transit system -- operates buses and rail in the state, providing nearly 1 million weekday trips, including into New York City. A walkout would halt all NJ Transit commuter trains, which provide heavily used public transit routes between New York City's Penn Station on one side of the Hudson River and communities in northern New Jersey on the other as well as the Newark airport, which has grappled with unrelated delays of its own recently.



    
        




    




Wages have been the main sticking point of the negotiations between the agency and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen. The union says its members earn an average salary of $113,000 a year and says an agreement could be reached if agency CEO Kris Kolluri agrees to an average yearly salary of $170,000.

    
    
    
NJ Transit leadership, though, disputes the union's data, saying the engineers have average total earnings of $135,000 annually, with the highest earners exceeding $200,000.

    
If the walkout happens, it would be the state's first transit strike in more than 40 years. It comes a month after union members overwhelmingly rejected a labor agreement with management.

The parties met Monday with a federal mediation board in Washington to discuss the dispute, but both sides and the board have declined to comment on whether any progress has been made in subsequent talks this week.
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    Georgetown University student released from immigration detention after federal judge's ruling
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            A federal judge has ordered that a Georgetown scholar from India be released from immigration detention after he was detained in the Trump administration's crackdown on foreign college students. (AP video: Nathan Ellgren)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            A Georgetown University scholar from India who was arrested in the Trump administration's crackdown on foreign college students was released from immigration detention Wednesday after a federal judge's ruling. (AP Video: Kendria LaFleur)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Badar Khan Suri, a Georgetown University scholar from India, speaks after he was released from immigration detention facility Wednesday, May 14, 2025, in Alvarado, Texas. (AP Photo/Kendria LaFleur)]
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            Badar Khan Suri, a Georgetown University scholar from India, speaks after he was released from immigration detention facility Wednesday, May 14, 2025, in Alvarado, Texas. (AP Photo/Kendria LaFleur)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mapheze Saleh, center, wife of arrested and detained Georgetown University scholar Badar Khan Suri, listens as senior immigrant rights attorney at ACLU Virginia Eden Heilman, right, speaks during a press conference about her husband's release following his hearing at Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, in Alexandria, Va., Thursday, May 14, 2025 (AP Photo/Nathan Ellgren)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Mapheze Saleh, center, wife of arrested and detained Georgetown University scholar Badar Khan Suri, listens as senior immigrant rights attorney at ACLU Virginia Eden Heilman, right, speaks during a press conference about her husband's release following his hearing at Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, in Alexandria, Va., Thursday, May 14, 2025 (AP Photo/Nathan Ellgren)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Badar Khan Suri, a Georgetown University scholar from India, speaks after he was released from immigration detention facility Wednesday, May 14, 2025, in Alvarado, Texas. (AP Photo/Kendria LaFleur)]
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[image: Badar Khan Suri, a Georgetown University scholar from India, walks off after speaking to the media after he was released from immigration detention facility Wednesday, May 14, 2025, in Alvarado, Texas. (AP Photo/Kendria LaFleur)]
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            By 
            OLIVIA DIAZ, KENDRIA LaFLEUR and BEN FINLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        ALVARADO, Texas (AP) -- A Georgetown University scholar from India who was arrested in the Trump administration's crackdown on foreign college students was released from immigration detention Wednesday after a federal judge's ruling.

    
Badar Khan Suri will go home to his family in Virginia while he awaits the outcome of his petition against the Trump administration for wrongful arrest and detention in violation of the First Amendment and other constitutional rights. He is also facing deportation proceedings in an immigration court in Texas. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mapheze Saleh, right, wife of arrested and detained Georgetown University scholar Badar Khan Suri, holds a sign calling for her husband's release after speaking at a news conference following his hearing at Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, in Alexandria, Va., Thursday, May 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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"Justice delayed is justice denied," Khan Suri told reporters after his release from a detention facility in Alvarado, near Dallas. "It took two months, but I'm extremely thankful that finally I'm free."
Immigration authorities have detained college students from across the country -- many of whom participated in campus protests over the Israel-Hamas war -- since the first days of the Trump administration. Khan Suri is the latest to win release from custody, along with Rumeysa Ozturk, a Tufts University student from Turkey, and Mohsen Mahdawi, a Palestinian student at Columbia University. 
U.S. District Judge Patricia Tolliver Giles in Alexandria, Virginia, said she was releasing Khan Suri because she felt he had substantial constitutional claims against the Trump administration. She also considered the needs of his family and said she didn't believe he was a danger to the community. 



    
        




    




"Speech regarding the conflict there and opposing Israel's military campaign is likely protected political speech," Giles said. "And thus he was likely engaging in protected speech."

    
The judge added: "The First Amendment does not distinguish between citizens and noncitizens."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mapheze Saleh, center, wife of arrested and detained Georgetown University scholar Badar Khan Suri, listens during a press conference about her husband's release following his hearing at Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, in Alexandria, Va., Thursday, May 14, 2025 (AP Photo/Nathan Ellgren)]
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March arrest in Virginia
Khan Suri was arrested by masked, plain-clothed officers on the evening of March 17 outside his apartment complex in Arlington, Virginia. He was then put on a plane to Louisiana and later to a detention center in Texas. 
The Trump administration has said that it revoked Khan Suri's visa because of his social media posts and his wife's connection to Gaza as a Palestinian American. They accused him of supporting Hamas, which the U.S. has designated as a terrorist organization. 
Khan Suri and his wife, Mapheze Saleh, have been targeted because Saleh's father worked with the Hamas-backed Gazan government for more than a decade, but before Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, Khan Suri's attorneys say.
According to the U.S. government, Khan Suri has undisputed family ties to the terrorist organization, which he "euphemistically refers to as 'the government of Gaza.'" But the American Civil Liberties Union has said that Khan Suri hardly knew the father, Ahmed Yousef.

    
Giles acknowledged the Trump administration's need to prioritize national security but said that "whatever deference may be appropriate, concerns of national security" do not supersede the judiciary.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro-Palestinian protestors call for the release of Georgetown University scholar Badar Khan Suri, during a hearing for his case at the Federal District Court of the Eastern District of Virginia, in Alexandria, Va., Wednesday, May 1, 2025 (AP Photo/Nathan Ellgren)]
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David Byerley, a Justice Department attorney, had argued against Khan Suri's release. He told the judge that Khan Suri's First Amendment case is inextricably intertwined with the deportation case in Texas, so he should stay there. 
After the court hearing, Khan Suri's lawyers declared victory and criticized the Trump administration for "disappearing" people over their ideas. 
"He should have never had his First Amendment rights, which protect all of us regardless of citizenship, trampled on because ideas are not illegal," said Sophia Gregg, an ACLU attorney. "Americans don't want to live in a country where the federal government disappears people whose views it doesn't like. If they can do this to Dr. Suri, they can do this to anyone." 

    
'Extremely happy' to be released
Khan Suri, an Indian citizen, came to the U.S. in 2022 through a J-1 visa, working at Georgetown as a visiting scholar and postdoctoral fellow. He and his wife have three children: a 9-year-old son and 5-year-old twins. 
Before his arrest, he taught a course on majority and minority human rights in South Asia, according to court records. The filings said he hoped to become a professor and embark on a career in academia. 
After his release, Khan Suri told reporters that he has studied conflict around the world and has sympathies for Jews and Arabs. He also thanked Jewish people and rabbis who came out in support of him. 
He described his arrest as "Kafkaesque." 
"They said, 'Hey, are you, Badar? You're under arrest.' I said, 'For what?' They said, 'We will tell you later,' " he recalled. "And that thing never happened. They never said what wrong I did. My only wrong maybe is that I married a Palestinian girl, who is an American citizen, by the way."
"They made a subhuman out of me," he added. "They took me from one center to another, not letting my family know, not letting me know that I have attorneys."
He said he's "extremely happy" to be out, but "I feel bad for the students who are still inside."

    
___

Olivia Diaz is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
----
Diaz reported from Alexandria, Virginia. Finley reported from Norfolk, Virginia. 
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    Theo Von riffs on drugs, disabilities and homosexuality before Trump speaks at US base in Qatar




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Theo Von arrives at "Opry 100: A Live Celebration", March 19, 2025, at The Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Theo Von arrives at "Opry 100: A Live Celebration", March 19, 2025, at The Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Theo Von, left speaks with Jake Paul in Emancipation Hall at the 60th Presidential Inauguration, Jan. 20, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (Jasper Colt/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: President Donald Trump gestures on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump gestures after speaking at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump smiles backdropped by an MQ-9 Reaper drone before addressing military personnel at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            By 
            ZEKE MILLER and CHRIS MEGERIAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        AL-UDEID AIR BASE, Qatar (AP) -- When President Donald Trump addressed U.S. and Qatari troops at a military base in Qatar on Thursday, he assured the rank and file that "we don't care if you're politically correct."
Anyone needing proof of that could have watched comedian Theo Von's routine just a little earlier. Wearing a black T-shirt and backward baseball cap, the podcast host regaled the uniformed troops with jokes about drugs, developmental disabilities, homosexuality and their Qatari hosts.
He talked about snorting cocaine off a baby's back but said it was "a mixed baby" so the white powder was visible on the baby's skin.
Von acted out various disabilities, including Down syndrome, and he insulted the U.S. Navy as "gay." He also had a punchline about terrorism attacks, asking, "Where do you think the next 9/11 should happen?"
He joked about the lack of crime in Qatar, where he said it would be impossible to identify a perpetrator because everyone is named Mohammed and dresses in the same white robes. They were like a "Ku Klux Sandsman," Von said. 

    
He later pointed to the Qatari troops in the audience and said "they don't like me."



    
        




    




The jokes drew laughter and some groans from the service members at the base, home to the forward headquarters of the U.S. military's Central Command.
There was no acknowledgment from Qatar about the comedy routine and its topics. U.S. and Qatari service members and a small number of journalists following Trump heard the set, which was also available to American television networks. 

    
    
    
The wealthy Gulf nations that Trump has visited have increasingly welcomed a burgeoning standup scene at home and acts from abroad as they promote themselves as global entertainment destinations, and there are fewer red lines than one might expect in the socially conservative region. When Russell Peters performed in Saudi Arabia and Dave Chappelle in Abu Dhabi last year, both told a number of sexually explicit jokes and playfully mocked aspects of local culture, like the heavy reliance on foreign workers.

    
The only no-go zones appear to be criticism of Islam or the countries' autocratic rulers.
"You can't talk about the royals, and you can't talk about religion," comedian Tom Segura said on his podcast last year, describing restrictions imposed on a comedy tour he made to the United Arab Emirates. 
Von connected with Trump during last year's presidential campaign, hosting the Republican candidate for an extended conversation that helped him reach young male voters who were important to his victory.
Trump wasn't present for Von's routine at the al-Udeid Air Base, which houses about 8,000 troops. When Trump took the stage in a hangar on the Qatari side of the installation, he praised Von and talked about how his son Barron encouraged him to sit down with the comedian.
"Dad, you've got to do an interview with a guy named Theo Von," Trump said. "I said, 'Who the hell is Theo Von?'"
"We had a good time," he added.
This isn't the first time a warm-up act has stirred controversy for Trump. Comedian Tony Hinchcliffe called Puerto Rico a "floating island of garbage" during a Madison Square Garden rally near the end of the campaign.

    
Trump delivered his own free-wheeling remarks during Thursday's event, telling the troops that "I have nothing else to do, so let's have a little fun."
He talked about plans for an upcoming military parade in Washington, falsely said that he won three presidential elections, joked about people who want him to run for another term and said France would be "speaking German" if it wasn't for American help during World War II.
Trump talked about his administration's efforts to thin the military's top ranks, saying "we let a lot of four-stars go."
There's long been friction between Trump and some top generals, and he's been more emboldened to remake the command structure.
He described people who doubted his military instincts as "freaking losers," talking up the campaign against the Islamic State group in his first term.
Trump ended his speech in his customary way, dancing to his campaign anthem of "YMCA."


    
Von's "This Past Weekend" is the fifth-most-popular podcast in the U.S. among weekly podcast listeners age 13 or older, according to recent rankings from Edison Podcast Metrics. The mullet-sporting 45-year-old is one of the burgeoning voices of the so-called manosphere, a rising online community of hyper-masculine influencers and comedians who rebuff cancel culture and offer crudeness in its place. Von has interviewed people across the political spectrum and in industries from artificial intelligence to entertainment and sports.
____ Megerian reported from Washington. AP writer Joseph Krauss contributed to this report. 
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    Supreme Court weighs whether to let Trump's birthright citizenship restrictions take effect
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            A Cuban immigrant 30 weeks into a high-risk pregnancy is dealing with the additional stress of not knowing for sure that her baby girl will be a U.S. citizen, as the Supreme Court weighs President Trump's birthright citizenship order. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hannah Liu, 26, of Washington, holds up a sign in support of birthright citizenship, Thursday, May 15, 2025, outside of the Supreme Court in Washington. "This is enshrined in the Constitution. My parents are Chinese immigrants," says Liu. "They came here on temporary visas so I derive my citizenship through birthright." (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: A woman from CASA Maryland holds her 9-month-old baby as she joins others in support of birthright citizenship, Thursday, May 15, 2025, outside of the Supreme Court in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            A woman from CASA Maryland holds her 9-month-old baby as she joins others in support of birthright citizenship, Thursday, May 15, 2025, outside of the Supreme Court in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tanjam Jacobson, of Silver Spring, Md., holds a sign saying "Citizenship is a Birthright," Thursday, May 15, 2025, outside the Supreme Court in Washington. Jacobson is a naturalized U.S. citizen who was born in England of Indian descent, and her son was born here. "This is something that really matters," says Jacobson, "it's so wrong against the constitution [to take away birthright citizenship]." (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: The Supreme Court at sunset in Washington, Feb. 13, 2016. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            The Supreme Court at sunset in Washington, Feb. 13, 2016. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARK SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        
    
    > Follow live updates of Thursday's oral arguments before the Supreme Court over Trump's birthright citizenship order


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday weighed whether to allow President Donald Trump's restrictions on birthright citizenship to temporarily take effect in most of the country, even if they might ultimately be found to violate the Constitution.
The justices heard arguments in the Trump administration's emergency appeals over lower court orders that have kept the citizenship restrictions on hold across the country. Nationwide, or universal, injunctions have emerged as an important check on Trump's efforts to remake the government and a mounting frustration to the Republican president and his allies.
Judges have issued 40 nationwide injunctions since Trump began his second term in January, Solicitor General D. John Sauer told the court at the start of more than two hours of arguments.
Birthright citizenship is among several issues, many related to immigration, that the administration has asked the court to address on an emergency basis, after lower courts acted to slow the president's agenda. 

    
The justices are also considering the Trump administration's pleas to end humanitarian parole for more than 500,000 people from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela and to strip other temporary legal protections from another 350,000 Venezuelans. The administration remains locked in legal battles over its efforts to swiftly deport people accused of being gang members to a prison in El Salvador under an 18th century wartime law called the Alien Enemies Act.



    
        




    




Trump signed an executive order on the first day of his second term that would deny citizenship to children who are born to people who are in the country illegally or temporarily.

    
    
    
The order conflicts with a Supreme Court decision from 1898 that held that the Citizenship Clause of the 14th Amendment made citizens of all children born on U.S. with narrow exceptions that are not at issue in this case.

    
States, immigrants and rights group sued almost immediately, and lower courts quickly barred enforcement of the order while the lawsuits proceed.
The current fight is over the rules that apply while the lawsuits go forward.
The court's liberal justices seemed firmly in support of the lower court rulings that found the changes to citizenship that Trump wants to make would upset the settled understanding of birthright citizenship that has existed for more than 125 years. 
Birthright citizenship is an odd case to use to scale back nationwide injunctions, Justice Elena Kagan said. "Every court has ruled against you," she told Sauer.
But if the government wins on today's arguments, it could still enforce the order against people who haven't sued, Kagan said. "All of those individuals are going to win. And the ones who can't afford to go to court, they're the ones who are going to lose," she said
Several conservative justices who might be open to limiting nationwide injunctions also wanted to know the practical effects of such a decision as well as how quickly the court could reach a final decision on the Trump executive order.

    
Justice Brett Kavanaugh pressed Sauer with a series of questions about how the federal government might enforce Trump's order.
"What do hospitals do with a newborn? What do states do with a newborn?" he said.
Sauer said they wouldn't necessarily do anything different, but the government might figure out ways to reject documentation with "the wrong designation of citizenship."
Kavanaugh continued to press for clearer answers, pointing out that the executive order only gave the government about 30 days to develop a policy. "You think they can get it together in time?" he said.
The Trump administration, like the Biden administration before it, has complained that judges are overreaching by issuing orders that apply to everyone instead of just the parties before the court.
Justice Sonia Sotomayor was among several justices who raised the confusing patchwork of rules that would result if the court orders were narrowed and new restrictions on citizenship could temporarily take effect in 27 states.

    
Some children might be "stateless," Sotomayor said, because they'd be denied citizenship in the U.S. as well as the countries their parents fled to avoid persecution.
New Jersey Solicitor General Jeremy Feigenbaum, representing 22 states that sued, said citizenship could "turn on and off" for children crossing the Delaware River between Camden, New Jersey, where affected children would be citizens, and Philadelphia, where they wouldn't be. Pennsylvania is not part of the lawsuit.
One possible solution for the court might be to find a way to replace nationwide injunctions with certification of a class action, a lawsuit in which individuals serve as representatives of a much larger group of similarly situated people.
Such a case could be filed and acted upon quickly and might even apply nationwide.

    
But under questioning from Justice Amy Coney Barrett and others, Sauer said the Trump administration could well oppose such a lawsuit or potentially try to slow down class actions.
Supreme Court arguments over emergency appeals are rare. The justices almost always deal with the underlying substance of a dispute.

But the administration didn't ask the court to take on the larger issue now and, if the court sides with the administration over nationwide injunctions, it's unclear how long inconsistent rules on citizenship would apply to children born in the United States.
A decision is expected by the end of June. 
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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    Unsweet 16: World's top 3 golfers make mess of 16th hole at PGA Championship, taking double bogey




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Xander Schauffele chips to the green on the 16th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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            Xander Schauffele chips to the green on the 16th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Scottie Scheffler reacts after the 16th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, reacts after missing a putt on the 16th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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            By 
            STEVE REED

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Scottie Scheffler, Rory McIlroy and Xander Schauffele were supposed to be the marquis group to watch on Thursday at the PGA Championship.
It didn't look like it in Round 1 -- at least on the 16th hole at Quail Hollow.
The world's top three players all made double bogey on the 535-yard, par-4 hole with Scheffler and Schauffele finding the water on their approach shots from the middle of the fairway while dealing with some mud on their golf balls, and McIlroy making a mess of the hole -- literally -- when he slipped in the wet conditions trying to hit from the deep rough from a sidehill lie.
All three walked off the green separately, dejected and eager to hit the reset button.
McIlroy seemed destined for trouble from the start after the Masters champion hooked his tee shot to the left and watched in disbelief as his ball rolled down a steep embankment, stopping in the deep rough a few yards from the water that runs along the left side of the fairway. That left McIlroy with an awkward stance on a muddy sidehill that had endured two days of heavy rains this week.

    
As McIlroy attempted to strike the ball, his back foot slipped and he was lucky just to make contact with the ball, which fluttered some 65 yards ahead and landed in some shorter rough. McIlroy couldn't salvage par as his approach shot from 181 yards sailed right of the green. He chipped over a bunker and two-putted for a 6.



    
        




    




The wet grounds affected Scheffler and Schauffele, too.

    
    
    
Both smoked beautiful drives down the middle of the fairway and seemed poised to make birdie on the start on Quail Hollow's difficult three closing holes on the back nine known as the Green Mile.
But playing with muddied balls, both sent their approach shots from about 200 yards into water on the left side of the green in nearly identical fashion, and were forced to take drops. Facing severe uphill lies, both players sent their loft wedges well past the hole, and needed two putts to finish out -- with Scheffler making a 7-foot putt just to save double bogey.

    
It's the first time since 2022 the PGA Championship has grouped together Nos. 1-2-3 in the world ranking for the start of the tournament. 

It was part of an erratic start for Scheffler, who carded an eagle, birdie, par, bogey and double bogey on his first seven holes with the players starting their round on No. 10.
Prior to Thursday, Scheffler had never made a double bogey (or worse) in the first round of a major championship.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    Pete Rose, Shoeless Joe and politics: Baseball and the real world collide more often than we think
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            Pete Rose was celebrated by the Cincinnati Reds a day after baseball's career hits leader was posthumously removed from Major League Baseball's permanent ineligibility list. Rose died in September at age 83.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 1921 file photo shows Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, rear left, as Chicago White Sox players, Charles "Swede" Risberg, center left, and Arnold "Chick" Gandil, look on during the investigation of the infamous "Black Sox" scandal in Chicago. (AP Photo/File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            This 1921 file photo shows Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, rear left, as Chicago White Sox players, Charles "Swede" Risberg, center left, and Arnold "Chick" Gandil, look on during the investigation of the infamous "Black Sox" scandal in Chicago. (AP Photo/File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated file photo shows baseball player player Shoeless Joe Jackson. (AP Photo/File)]
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            This undated file photo shows baseball player player Shoeless Joe Jackson. (AP Photo/File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this Feb. 27, 1963, file photo, Cincinnati Reds' Pete Rose poses for a portrait. (AP Photo/File)]
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            In this Feb. 27, 1963, file photo, Cincinnati Reds' Pete Rose poses for a portrait. (AP Photo/File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 22, 1989, file photo, Cincinnati Reds' manager Pete Rose leans against the dugout fence before the start of baseball game in Plant City, Fla. (AP Photo/John Swart, File)]
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            In this March 22, 1989, file photo, Cincinnati Reds' manager Pete Rose leans against the dugout fence before the start of baseball game in Plant City, Fla. (AP Photo/John Swart, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cincinnati Reds player-manager Pete Rose leaps onto home plate as he scores the winning run in the 10th inning of a baseball game against the San Francisco Giants at Riverfront Stadium in Cincinnati, April 19, 1985. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)]
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            Cincinnati Reds player-manager Pete Rose leaps onto home plate as he scores the winning run in the 10th inning of a baseball game against the San Francisco Giants at Riverfront Stadium in Cincinnati, April 19, 1985. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TED ANTHONY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- The legends of pastoral fields. The detailed history and meticulous attention to continuity. The sight of kids playing ball. The hush that descends when you walk into the Hall of Fame. Each implicitly casts the universe of baseball as a magical land that touches, but maybe isn't precisely part of, the "real" world in which we live. "The whole history of baseball," the writer Bernard Malamud once said, "has the quality of mythology."
Since the game's early days, that mythology has been constructed -- often deliberately -- to set itself apart. But sometimes things happen that demonstrate otherwise, and reality pokes through.

    
One of those things unfolded this week when Commissioner Rob Manfred decided that permanent bans from baseball expire upon the death of the banned player. In a single moment, he changed the possible posthumous career trajectory of two preposterously talented ballplayers -- Pete Rose and "Shoeless Joe" Jackson, one banned for decades for gambling on baseball, the other for more than a century for abetting gamblers. Each is now eligible for the Hall of Fame.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cincinnati Reds player-manager Pete Rose leaps onto home plate as he scores the winning run in the 10th inning of a baseball game against the San Francisco Giants at Riverfront Stadium in Cincinnati, April 19, 1985. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)]
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Some welcomed it. "A great day for baseball," said Rose's Philadelphia Phillies teammate, Hall of Famer Mike Schmidt. Others chose the online equivalent of spitting disgustedly on the ground. "A very dark day for baseball," said Marcus Giamatti, son of the late baseball commissioner A. Bartlett Giamatti, who banned Rose in 1989. On social media, many wondered whether Manfred had responded to President Donald Trump's stated desire that Rose be reinstated. 
The reality, though, is this: No matter what you think of Manfred's decision, baseball and the larger world around it collide far more often than the purists might wish -- and have since the game's early decades.

    
    
    
The real world infused the game from its origins

    

A national pastime can hardly avoid reflecting the values of the culture it serves. That means two things. 
-- First, American society is built on stories. Where other civilizations have hundreds or thousands of years of common culture behind their nationhood, Americans willed their republic into existence on stories like the "shining city upon a hill," "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness," "all men are created equal." Then they built it out with tales of the frontier and erected industrial story factories like Hollywood and Madison Avenue. Isn't it natural, then, that the game many think helped define America would be built on some tall tales, too? 

    
-- But second, this is a land of messy politics and jockeying for power and money and -- let's face it -- the silencing of less powerful groups. Who could expect a national pastime, however mythic its public-facing ambitions, not to interact with -- and be affected by -- the society in which it operates?

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    




        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
That meant sharp-elbowed business machinations in the late 19th century that saw the rise and fall of an entirely new league in the course of a single season -- and player-contract actions in its wake that led to criticism of the Pittsburgh Alleghenies as "piratical," inspiring a team nickname that has endured to this day. 

    
It meant the mob-backed, gambling-fueled "throwing" of the 1919 World Series by several Chicago White Sox players -- a group henceforth known as the "Black Sox" -- that led to the appointment of the first baseball commissioner, a man with the unlikely name of Kenesaw Mountain Landis. He almost immediately banned those accused of involvement from the game, including "Shoeless Joe," who was remythologized in the 1989 film "Field of Dreams." As of this week, Jackson has been reinstated -- 74 years after his death. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 1921 file photo shows Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, rear left, as Chicago White Sox players, Charles "Swede" Risberg, center left, and Arnold "Chick" Gandil, look on during the investigation of the infamous "Black Sox" scandal in Chicago. (AP Photo/File)]
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It meant a game that reflected the racism of the nation around it, which kept Black men out until Jackie Robinson famously broke the color barrier in 1947. And it meant a policy on free agency that stacked the deck in favor of owners until a center fielder named Curt Flood, another Black man, took exception to it and took action, sending his name echoing across courtrooms and even Congress after saying: "I do not feel I am a piece of property to be bought and sold."
It meant no less than nine lockouts or strikes over the past six decades -- underscoring that baseball, like many other American institutions, is not insulated from labor unrest. It meant cocaine scandals and PED scandals and sign-stealing scandals. Reckoning a century-plus of anxiety about the game's integrity with a suddenly betting-obsessed sports landscape foisted on baseball by a Supreme Court ruling. Arguments in zoning hearing boards, planning commissions, economic development conferences and city councils over new stadiums, bond issues, local referendums and attempts to figure out precisely where baseball teams fit into their communities. 
Politics even figured in attempts during the early 20th century to figure out where baseball came from. 
The Mills Commission, assembled in 1905 to suss out the game's origins, found itself confronted with two competing narratives: In one, put forth by baseball pioneer Henry Chadwick, the game evolved from something English. In the other -- a convenient American narrative if there ever was one -- a man named Abner Doubleday laid out a diamond in 1839 on a cow pasture in upstate New York, and baseball was born.

    
The bucolic Doubleday narrative, endorsed by the commission and by baseball itself, flourished for decades. It was debunked long ago in favor of more diffuse origins, which is how history usually actually unfolds. 
But the legend's power pushed it into the national conversation to the point that the place where Doubleday purportedly invented the game became not only the home to the Hall of Fame but a metaphor for greatness, baseball and otherwise: Cooperstown. 
Baseball's endurance relies upon its myths
None of this should surprise us. Ultimately, baseball is a lively collage of American life -- a game, a business, a political arena, a form of professional entertainment. It has been a repository of a rising nation's big dreams, of children's hero worship, of teenagers' ambitions and old men's laments.
"Baseball is play, not work -- even when played by professionals, for whom it is indeed work -- and so stands aside from the normal conduct of everyday life: business, economy, government," John Thorn, Major League Baseball's official historian, said Wednesday.
It certainly tries. On Wednesday night, Cincinnati -- the team with which Rose is most associated in a city where his mythology never flagged -- honored him. People posed in front of a statue of him. The word "legend" was tossed around. In a twist worthy of a "Twilight Zone" episode, Rose's old team happened to be playing the Chicago White Sox -- Jackson's old team. 
Many fans go to ballparks to escape the world. My late father, a Cleveland fan born in 1922 three years after the Black Sox scandal, used to say in his older years that the Indians' old stomping ground, League Park, where he used to go as a boy, was "a refuge from the things I worried about." 
At every pro baseball game, all of the calibrated trappings make one thing easy to conclude: The game thinks of itself as pure and wants others to think that too. Sometimes, though, the magic is in the blemishes. Each time the real world intrudes on baseball, many argue that the game emerges stronger -- even as it struggles to stay relevant in a 21st-century marketplace of sports and entertainment. 

And as it grows harder and harder for baseball -- for anything, really -- to be insulated from the reality of the world, myths have a tougher time taking hold. In that vein, we'll leave the final words to Pete Rose himself, from an interview in 2014 -- a rejection of mythology from a ballplayer long enveloped in myth.
"When guys do books or stories," he said, "all I like to see is the truth."
___
Ted Anthony, director of new storytelling and newsroom innovation for The Associated Press, has written about American culture since 1990. 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/baseball-pete-rose-shoeless-joe-manfred-3f1401a9e1f1ada0b8d3d0082967297e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Sports

    FIFA gets formal complaint of human rights oversight failure with 2034 World Cup host Saudi Arabia




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, left, FIFA President Gianni Infantino, center, and Russian President Vladimir Putin watch the match between Russia and Saudi Arabia which opens the 2018 soccer World Cup at the Luzhniki stadium in Moscow, Russia, on June 14, 2018. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)]
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[image: President Donald Trump signs a FIFA soccer ball as Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and FIFA President Gianni Infantino looks on at the Lusail Palace, Wednesday, May 14, 2025, in Doha, Qatar, as they marked the passing of World Cup hosting duties from Qatar, which held it in 2022, to the United States, which is hosting in 2026. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            By 
            GRAHAM DUNBAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        GENEVA (AP) -- A group of international lawyers filed a formal complaint to FIFA on Thursday claiming the soccer body is failing to uphold its human rights policy with 2034 World Cup host Saudi Arabia.
The filing using FIFA's own online portal for grievance reporting was made by FIFA's former anti-corruption adviser Mark Pieth, Swiss lawyer Stefan Wehrenberg and British barrister Rodney Dixon.
Their offers to advise FIFA on human rights compliance were ignored before Saudi Arabia was confirmed last December as the 2034 host by acclamation without a rival bidder.
"As highlighted in this complaint, widespread human rights abuses continue to be perpetrated in Saudi Arabia, and no steps are being taken by FIFA to address these in the buildup to the World Cup," the lawyers state in a 30-page document.
"Instead, it appears it is business as usual with no changes to be made," the complaint said hours before FIFA opens its first annual congress of 211 member federations since the Saudi hosting win in an online meeting.

    
FIFA president Gianni Infantino was due for an unprecedented last-minute arrival at the congress in Paraguay after joining U.S. President Donald Trump on a state visit to Saudi Arabia. The oil-rich kingdom has repeatedly said it is increasing freedoms as part of the Vision 2030 program to modernize its society and economy.



    
        




    




Infantino has tied FIFA's finances and politics closer to Saudi's de facto ruler, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, since before the 2018 World Cup.

    
    
    
Infantino and Trump then had meetings on Wednesday in neighboring Qatar, the 2022 World Cup host which faced a decade of intense scrutiny for its human rights record and treatment of migrant workers needed to build stadiums and infrastructure for the tournament. 
Saudi Arabia has begun a similarly massive construction program for the 2034 tournament which has more teams, more games and needs more stadiums which include designs more extravagant than the eight used in Qatar.

    
"Saudi Arabia has been chosen as the next host country despite its appalling human rights record, including violations relating to freedom of expression, arbitrary arrest, detention and mistreatment, migrants' rights and women's rights," the lawyers' complaint said.
FIFA's human rights policy was published in 2017 mandating bidders for the men's 2026 World Cup -- being co-hosted by the U.S., Canada and Mexico -- to"respecting international human rights and labor standards according to the United Nations' guiding principles."
In a recent letter to Human Rights Watch, which this week detailed alleged abuses of migrant workers in Saudi Arabia, FIFA stated its "steadfast commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights in the context of its operations."

The lawyers' complaint urges FIFA to see "there remains an opportunity for meaningful reforms in Saudi Arabia, driven by the implementation of FIFA's obligations under its policy."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    Who is Theo Von? The 'manosphere' podcaster with Trump in Qatar




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Theo Von, left speaks with Jake Paul in Emancipation Hall at the 60th Presidential Inauguration, Jan. 20, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. (Jasper Colt/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Theo Von arrives at "Opry 100: A Live Celebration", March 19, 2025, at The Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Podcaster Theo Von performed a set for U.S. troops in Qatar on Thursday where he joked about doing drugs on a mixed-race baby and the sexuality of men in the U.S. Navy, and compared the Qatari hosts' attire to Klansman robes. His appearance preceded President Donald Trump's visit to the Al-Udeid Air Base.
The comedian's remarks drew laughter and some groans from the service members in attendance and also some questions about why he was there.
"Dad, you've got to do an interview with a guy named Theo Von," Trump said in his own remarks Thursday, recalling his son Barron's urging to do Von's podcast last year. "I said, 'Who the hell is Theo Von?'"
Here's what you need to know about Von.

    
Who is Theo Von?
Theo Von, born Theodor Capitani von Kurnatowski III, is a 45-year-old stand-up comedian and podcaster who did an extended one-on-one podcast interview with Trump during the presidential campaign in which they discussed addiction and the opioid crisis.
Born and largely raised in what he describes as the "stray animal belt" of Louisiana, and legally emancipated at 14, Von's first taste of the spotlight was on MTV reality shows, including the "Road Rules: Maximum Velocity Tour" and "The Challenge." He also competed in "Last Comic Standing," and won the Comedy Central show "Reality Bites Back" over comedians like Amy Schumer and Tiffany Haddish. He has hosted the hidden camera show "Deal With It" and has had various acting roles, including in "Inside Amy Schumer" and the Chris Pratt movie "The Tomorrow War."

    
    
    
Why is he famous?
Things really took off for Von when the self-described "white trash" creator found podcasting. In 2016, he started a longform video podcast called "This Past Weekend," which, as of 2024 per Spotify's year-end charts, was the fourth-biggest podcast on the streamer globally, with nearly 54,000 monthly listeners. A frequent guest on another popular podcast, "The Joe Rogan Experience," Von speaks candidly about addiction and recovery and has over 7.6 million followers on TikTok. He has comedy specials on Netflix and is currently touring around the U.S. and Canada.
Von, often described as "the next Joe Rogan," is part of the so-called manosphere, a rising online community of hypermasculine influencers and comedians who rebuff "cancel culture" and offer crudeness in its place
Von was also one of the founders of "King and The Sting," a podcast that ran from 2018 to 2022, and featured Brendan Schaub and comedian Chris D'Elia, who has denied sexual misconduct allegations. 

    
Why is he in Qatar?
That was the question of the day on social media, but Von has a lot of experience performing for the troops. He's been part of five USO tours.
Where does he sit politically?
Von seems loath to pin himself down to a certain side, and he tries to balance his guests accordingly, although it's tempting to make assumptions based on association.
Over the weekend, he was photographed having dinner with Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner in Miami. The pair attended his "Return of the Rat" show alongside Trump media adviser Alex Bruesewitz.
New York Times pop music critic Jon Caramanica watched over 60 hours of Von's podcast and saw various standup sets in an attempt to answer the question: "Is Theo Von podcasting from the right or the left?" 
"That depends from where you're looking," Caramanica wrote.

    
Who goes on his podcast?
It seems like everybody makes a point to chat with Von these days, including politicians, Oscar-nominated actors, titans of business, athletes, comedians, documentarians and investigative journalists. 

Recent guests have included Mark Zuckerberg, Ben Affleck, Morgan Wallen, Chelsea Handler, popular left-wing Twitch streamer Hasan Piker and David Spade. Last year, he hosted Rogan, Timothee Chalamet, JD Vance (when he was campaigning for vice president), Sen. Bernie Sanders and Ed Sheeran. He told Tom Green that he tried to host Kamala Harris and Tim Walz as well.


                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/who-is-theo-von-aed4f15f1e24585e0173eba42b995be9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Entertainment

    Jon Batiste announces Big Money Tour with promise of fresh sounds, improvisation and connection




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Jon Batiste performs during the Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival, June 15, 2024, in Manchester, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Jon Batiste performs during the Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival, June 15, 2024, in Manchester, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jon Batiste poses for a portrait during the 96th Academy Awards Oscar nominees luncheon on Monday, Feb. 12, 2024, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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            JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Jon Batiste is hitting the road again. The Grammy and Oscar winner is launching his second headlining tour, promising fresh sounds for his forthcoming album and material from his latest project, "Beethoven Blues (Batiste Piano Series, Vol. 1)."
Batiste announced Thursday that his Big Money Tour: Jon Batiste Plays America will begin Aug. 27 in Kansas City. He'll groove through more than 30 venues across the U.S. in cities like Detroit, Austin, Texas, Nashville, a co-bill with Diana Ross in St. Louis and Philadelphia, before closing in Washington, D.C. on Oct. 31.
For the first time, Batiste will grace the stages of the Encore Theater in Las Vegas and the iconic Red Rocks Amphitheatre in Colorado. He hopes the tour will offer attendees a deeper connection to him as an artist for the tour, a nod to his ninth studio album.

    
"Every show is both an origin story and a manifesto," said Batiste, a seven-time Grammy winner who won an Oscar for his work on "Soul" in 2020. The tour comes on the heels of performing the national anthem at this year's Super Bowl and "Beethoven Blues," which reimagined the famed German pianist's work and debuted No. 1 on Billboard's classical albums chart.


Batiste, a Louisiana native, is known for his signature rich blend of R&B, hip-hop, swing, jazz and pop. He's also the former bandleader for the "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert."

    
    
    
The multitalented musician will wrap up his intimate Maestro Tour shows on Monday in Los Angeles.
He expects to be joined on the road by his wife, Suleika Jaouad, who is currently facing cancer for the third time and recently released a new book, "The Book of Alchemy."
Batiste believes his unreleased music can still forge a connection, even with those hearing it for the first time.
"I try to tell the most up-to-date origin story through the set," he said. "If you come to the show and you don't know any of the music, or you don't know anybody on stage and it's your first time seeing me perform or seen me on television, you'll leave and feel like you know the songs. You'll connect with the artist, the human being and the movement. It's almost like you're going to see a play."

    
Batiste said the tour will mark the beginning of his "next era" of music. He views the live performances as an opportunity to introduce new material to audiences, allowing the songs to evolve through connection before ultimately recording them for his forthcoming album.
Tickets will be available through artist presales beginning Friday.
"It's about getting the music to a point where you and your community and everybody is acquainted with the sound and feeling of it," he said. "You've explored every aspect of it. You've arranged and rearranged, then go record and share it, versus the opposite, which is most often the case. It's fresh and brand new. Then you go on tour, and you start discovering things in the music on stage you didn't even know were there in the studio."
Along with introducing fresh sounds, Batiste said he'll incorporate some improvisation.


    
"I'm always going to find a space in the show where there's improv," he said. "That's at the heart of what I'm all about in trying to represent the cultural music that I come from. I really take a responsibility to push forward. This is about bringing people together, channeling the moment and communal expression."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jon-batiste-tour-566483216561d5a6198c008b79779cd4
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                    Entertainment

    Daniel Dae Kim making history at the Tony Awards and pushing for Asian representation on Broadway




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Nominee Daniel Dae Kim from "Yellow Face" attends the 78th Annual Tony Awards Meet the Nominees press event at the Sofitel New York on Thursday, May 8, 2025, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Dae Kim, left, and Greg Keller during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Dae Kim, left, and Ryan Eggold during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Francis Jue, left, and Daniel Dae Kim during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Francis Jue, left, and Daniel Dae Kim during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Dae Kim, from left, and Ryan Eggold, and Shannon Tyo during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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            This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Dae Kim, from left, and Ryan Eggold, and Shannon Tyo during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TERRY TANG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        The first monologue Daniel Dae Kim ever performed was by David Henry Hwang.
He had to do one for his college summer program at the National Theater Institute in Connecticut. Kim chose a scene from "FOB," Hwang's play about the assimilation struggles of a Chinese American. So, it's fitting that 35 years later Hwang -- the first Asian American to win the Tony Award for best play -- would be the one to bring Kim into the Tony spotlight.
Known for TV series such as "Lost" and "Hawaii Five-0," Kim, 56, is the first Asian nominee in the category of best leading actor in a play in the Tonys' 78-year history for his work in a Broadway revival of Hwang's "Yellow Face." 
"I can imagine a lot of things, but I did not imagine this scenario with David," Kim said. "That I would be in a play with him, that we would both be nominated for Tony Awards and we would be able to call each other friends."

    
In the semi-autobiographical show, which ran last fall at the Roundabout Theatre Company, Kim played a satirical version of Hwang. The show also scored nods for best play revival and best performance by a featured actor in a play for first-time nominee Francis Jue, an original 2007 cast member. 



    
        




    




You could not have scripted a better ending for a play that was written in response to the musical "Miss Saigon" casting white actors as Asian characters. 

    
    
    
Kim's performance was filmed in November and PBS will broadcast "Yellow Face" on Friday. The Tonys, airing on CBS on June 8, also will put a spotlight on the play.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Dae Kim, from left, and Ryan Eggold, and Shannon Tyo during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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Asian representation and the Tonys
This groundbreaking nomination seems like the perfect karmic reward for Kim, who has spent years advocating for greater Asian representation. At the pandemic's height, the Korean American actor was a constant media presence speaking out against anti-Asian hate. He also jump-started a campaign for veteran actor James Hong, then 91, to get a Hollywood star.
He woke up to the news of his nomination after people were able to get around his phone's "do not disturb" mode. His competition includes George Clooney and Cole Escola.
"It'd be a huge surprise if I won, but I will say that even getting the nomination is a win especially when you put it in the context of our community and what this means for Asian Americans," said Kim, whose previous Broadway credits include "The King and I."
He admits it's surprising and "a little sad" that no other Asian actor has been in this category. There's still never been an Asian nominee for best lead actress in a play. 
"Of course, the barrier we really want to break is to actually have someone win, and hopefully that happens sooner rather than later, whether it's me or not." 
Kim is one of seven Asian acting nominees this year. Only three acting trophy winners have been Asian. One was Lea Salonga for "Miss Saigon" and another was Ruthie Ann Miles for "The King and I." Coincidentally, the first was BD Wong for best featured actor in Hwang's Tony-winning play, "M. Butterfly." Hwang takes special pride in helping actors break glass ceilings.

    
"I get to feel like, 'Oh, maybe I'm actually able to make a difference' and change the culture in the way that my little-kid-self would have loved but would not have thought possible," said Hwang, who now has his fourth career Tony nomination. He was last nominated 22 years ago. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Francis Jue, left, and Daniel Dae Kim during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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Bringing Asian Americans into the theater
For a long time, Hwang felt the only way to get a play with Asian characters made was to set it outside America because "Broadway audiences are not interested in Asian Americans."
Historically, productions with Asian ensembles have been musicals set in "the exotic lands of Asia," such as "The King and I," said Esther Kim Lee, a theater studies professor at Duke University and author of "The Theatre of David Henry Hwang." "Flower Drum Song," set in San Francisco, was an exception but the songs and book were by Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II. Hwang actually revised the book in 2002.
"It's 2025. We finally see an actual Asian American play with an Asian American lead," Lee said. "You can have 'The King and I' and have great actors and they may get Tony Awards, but it's really not about Asian Americans. That this has happened with 'Yellow Face' is just incredible."

    
The show's two-month run brought the Roundabout a 50% increase in first-time audience members -- "a powerful statement," Kim said. 

    
"One of the nicest compliments I would hear after the show when I would go to the stage door is, 'This is the first Broadway show I've ever seen,'" Kim said. "That meant a lot to me because bringing Asian Americans into the theater is important and bringing younger people into the theater is important just for the health of theater in general." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Polk & Co. shows Daniel Dae Kim, left, and Ryan Eggold during a performance of "Yellow Face on Broadway," a play by David Henry Hwang, in New York. (Joan Marcus/Polk & Co. via AP)]
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'Yellow Face' has new relevance
Besides discussing whitewash casting, "Yellow Face" examines the pain of the main character's immigrant father. The role is based on Hwang's father's experience being wrongly accused of laundering money for China. With the current anti-immigrant and anti-DEI climate, the show's airing on PBS feels especially vital to Hwang. 
"Whenever there's a conflict between America and any Asian country, Asian Americans are the first to get targeted," Hwang said. 
PBS is also where in 2020 the five-episode history docuseries "Asian Americans" aired for Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Kim was a narrator and remains "unequivocally proud" of the project.
Five years after the rise of anti-Asian hate crimes, Kim sees "Yellow Face" simply making it to Broadway as a victory.

"I don't want to get preachy, but I will say that the goal with spotlighting and elevating people of color is not to threaten the establishment," Kim said. "The goal was really to say everyone can contribute to our society. Everyone can be a positive force for change."
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                    Business

    Under of a cloud of tariffs, Walmart is the latest retailer to announce price hikes




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Barbie Dream Besties, from Mattel, are displayed at the TTPM 2024 Holiday Showcase event in New York, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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            Barbie Dream Besties, from Mattel, are displayed at the TTPM 2024 Holiday Showcase event in New York, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dumbbells are displayed at a Walmart, Wednesday, April 16, 2025, in Groton, Conn. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            Dumbbells are displayed at a Walmart, Wednesday, April 16, 2025, in Groton, Conn. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE -Shoppers outside a Walmart store, Feb. 7, 2025, in Englewood, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski), File)]
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            FILE -Shoppers outside a Walmart store, Feb. 7, 2025, in Englewood, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski), File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            WYATTE GRANTHAM-PHILIPS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Volley after volley of tariffs -- and at times on-again, off-again trade actions -- have put companies around the world on edge. And a handful of major retailers have already raised prices across the U.S., or warned of future hikes.
President Donald Trump has slapped new import taxes on nearly all of America's trading partners and a range of sector-specific goods in recent months -- all while some targeted countries, notably China, have responded with their own retaliatory duties. While many of those steepest tariffs have since been paused or reduced, scores of other remaining levies have piled up on businesses.
That's because companies that buy products made abroad pay the tariffs imposed on them -- and, as a result, face higher costs that are typically passed on to consumers. Trump has argued that his new duties will bring manufacturing and money back to the U.S. But since so much of what we buy today relies on a global supply chain, economists have long-warned that such sweeping tariffs will mean more expensive prices from the grocery aisle to your next car repair.
Many businesses (and their customers) are already facing that reality. Here's some big-name retailers that have recently announced or anticipate price hikes amid the ongoing trade wars:

    
    
    
Walmart
Walmart became the latest to join the list on Thursday -- when the nation's largest retailer said it must raise prices due to higher costs from tariffs. 
While Walmart has built in hedges against some tariff threats, with two-thirds of its merchandise is sourced in the U.S., it still isn't immune. John David Rainey, the company's chief financial officer, emphasized that prices are going up on many necessities. The price of bananas, imported from Costa Rica, went up to 54 cents per pound from 50 cents per pound, for example. And he thinks that China-made car seats, which currently sell for $350 at Walmart, will likely go up another $100.
"We're wired to keep prices low, but there's a limit to what we can bear, or any retailer for that matter," Rainey told The Associated Press.

    
Mattel
Mattel Inc., the maker of Barbie dolls and Hot Wheels cars, said earlier this month that it would also have to raise prices "where necessary" to offset tariff costs. 
The toymaker makes 40% of its products in China. It warned of price hikes on May 5 -- prior to the U.S. and China agreeing to a 90-day reprieve to temporarily slash the bulk of their sky-high levies -- but tariffs on the country still remain higher than before Trump started ramping them up last month.
In its latest earnings call, Mattel said it plans to move roughly 500 products this year from manufacturers in China to sources in other countries, compared to 280 products last year. And for some highly sought-after toys, the company said it would enlist factories in more than one country. 

    
Microsoft's Xbox
At the start of May, Microsoft raised recommended retailer pricing for its Xbox consoles and controllers around the world. Its Xbox Series S, for example, now starts at $379.99 in the U.S. -- up $80 from the $299.99 price tag that debuted in 2020. And its more powerful Xbox Series X will be $599.99 going forward, a $100 jump from its previous $499.99 listing.
"We understand that these changes are challenging," Microsoft wrote in a May 1 Xbox support update. The tech giant didn't point to tariffs specifically, but cited wider "market conditions and the rising cost of development."
Beyond the U.S., Microsoft also laid out Xbox price adjustments for Europe, the U.K. and Australia. The company said all other countries would also receive updates locally. And further down the road, Microsoft said it also expects to make some of its new, first-party games more expensive this holiday season -- with a price tag of $79.99.
Stanley Black & Decker
Toolmaker Stanley Black & Decker said it raised prices in April and plans to do so again in the July-September quarter because of higher tariffs. 
"In light of the current environment, we are accelerating adjustments to our supply chain and exploring all options as we seek to minimize the impact of tariffs on end users while balancing the need to protect our business and our ability to innovate for years to come," CEO Donald Allan, Jr., said in a statement last month.

    
Procter & Gamble
Executives at Procter & Gamble -- the consumer product giant that makes household brands such as Crest toothpaste, Tide detergent, and Charmin toilet paper -- has also said it will likely have to pass on higher prices to consumers.

Last month, P&G said it's doing whatever it can to reduce higher costs from tariffs, including from shifting sourcing to changing formulation to avoid duties. But the company said shoppers may still see price hikes as early as July.
______
AP Business Writers Anne D'Innocenzio and Damian J. Troise in New York contributed to this report.
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                    Business

    Older people in crosshairs as government restarts Social Security garnishment on student loans




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, sits in front of her home as she packs up to move Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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            Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, sits in front of her home as she packs up to move Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her favorite tree in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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            Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her favorite tree in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            MATT SEDENSKY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Christine Farro has cut back on the presents she sends her grandchildren on their birthdays, and she's put off taking two cats and a dog for their shots. All her clothes come from thrift stores and most of her vegetables come from her garden. At 73, she has cut her costs as much as she can to live on a tight budget.
But it's about to get far tighter.
As the Trump administration resumes collections on defaulted student loans, a surprising population has been caught in the crosshairs: Hundreds of thousands of older Americans whose decades-old debts now put them at risk of having their Social Security checks garnished.
"I worked ridiculous hours. I worked weekends and nights. But I could never pay it off," says Farro, a retired child welfare worker in Santa Ynez, California.
Like millions of debtors with federal student loans, Farro had her payments and interest paused by the government five years ago when the pandemic thrust many into financial hardship. That grace period ended in 2023 and, earlier this month, the Department of Education said it would restart "involuntary collections" by garnishing paychecks, tax refunds and Social Security retirement and disability benefits. Farro previously had her Social Security garnished and expects it to restart.

    
Farro's loans date back 40 years. She was a single mother when she got a bachelor's degree in developmental psychology and when she discovered she couldn't earn enough to pay off her loans, she went back to school and got a master's degree. Her salary never caught up. Things only got worse.



    
        




    




Around 2008, when she consolidated her loans, she was paying $1,000 a month, but years of missed payments and piled-on interest meant she was barely putting a dent in a bill that had ballooned to $250,000. When she sought help to resolve her debt, she says the loan company had just one suggestion.

    
    
    
"They said, 'Move to a cheaper state,'" says Farro, who rents a 400-square-foot casita from a friend. "I realized I was living in a different reality than they were."

    
Student loan debt among older people has grown at a staggering rate, in part due to rising tuitions that have forced more people to borrow greater sums. People 60 and older hold an estimated $125 billion in student loans, according to the National Consumer Law Center, a six-fold increase from 20 years ago.
That has led Social Security beneficiaries who have had their payments garnished to balloon by 3,000% -- from approximately 6,200 beneficiaries to 192,300 -- between 2001 and 2019, according to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 
This year, an estimated 452,000 people aged 62 and older had student loans in default and are likely to experience the Department of Education's renewed forced collections, according to the January report from CFPB.
Debbie McIntyre, a 62-year-old adult education teacher in Georgetown, Kentucky, is among them. She dreams of retiring and writing more historical fiction, and of boarding a plane for the first time since high school. But her husband has been out of work on disability for two decades and they've used credit cards to get by on his meager benefits and her paycheck. Their rent will be hiked $300 when their lease renews. McIntyre doesn't know what to do if her paycheck is garnished.

    
She floats the idea of bankruptcy, but that won't automatically clear her loans, which are held to a different standard than other debt. She figures if she picks up extra jobs babysitting or tutoring, she could put $50 toward her loans here and there. But she sees no real solution.
"I don't know what more I can do," says McIntyre, who is too afraid to check what her loan balance is. "I'll never get out of this hole."
Braxton Brewington of the Debt Collective debtors union says it's striking how many older people dial into the organization's calls and attend its protests. Many of them, he says, should have had their debts cancelled but fell victim to a system "riddled with flaws and illegalities and flukes." Many whose educations have left them in late-life debt have, in fact, paid back the principal on their loans, sometimes several times over, but still owe more due to interest and fees.

    
For those who are subject to garnishment, Brewington says, the results can be devastating.
"We hear from people who skip meals. We know people who dilute their medication or cut their pills in half. People take drastic measures like pulling all their savings out or dissolving their 401ks," he says. "We know folks that have been driven into homelessness."
Collections on defaulted loans may have restarted no matter who was president, though the Biden administration had sought to limit the amount of income that could be garnished. Federal law protects just $750 of Social Security benefits from garnishment, an amount that would put a debtor far below the poverty line.

    
"We're basically providing people with federal benefits with one hand and taking them away with another," says Sarah Sattelmeyer of the New America think tank.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker, stands in front of her home Tuesday, May 13, 2025, in Apache Junction, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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Linda Hilton, a 76-year-old retired office worker from Apache Junction, Arizona, went through garnishment before COVID and says she will survive it again. But flights to see her children, occasional meals at a restaurant and other pleasures of retired life may disappear.
"It's going to mean restrictions," says Hilton. "There won't be any travel. There won't be any frills."
Some debtors have already received notice about collections. Many more are living in fear. President Donald Trump has signed an executive order calling for the Department of Education's dismantling and, for those seeking answers about their loans, mass layoffs have complicated getting calls answered.
While Education Secretary Linda McMahon says restarting collections is a necessary step for debtors "both for the sake of their own financial health and our nation's economic outlook," even some of Trump's most fervent supporters are questioning a move that will make their lives harder.
Randall Countryman, 55, of Bonita, California, says a Biden administration proposal to forgive some student debt didn't strike him as fair, but he's not sure Trump's approach is either. He supported Trump but wishes the government made case-by-case decisions on debtors. Countryman thinks Americans don't realize how many older people are affected by policies on student loans, often thought to be the turf of the young, and how difficult it can be for them to repay.
"What's a young person's problem today," he says, "is an old person's problem tomorrow."
Countryman started working on a degree while in prison, then continued it at the University of Phoenix when he was released. He started growing nervous as he racked up loan debt and never finished his degree. He's worked a host of different jobs, but finding work has often been complicated by his criminal record.

He lives off his wife's Social Security check and the kindness of his mother-in-law. He doesn't know how they'd get by if the government demands repayment.
"I kind of wish I never went to school in the first place," he says.
___
Matt Sedensky can be reached at [email protected] and https://x.com/sedensky
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                    Business

    US wholesale prices dropped 0.5% last month despite President Trump's tariffs




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A shopper passes by the display of cartons of eggs in a Walmart store Friday, Feb. 7, 2025, in Englewood, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]
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[image: A motorist fills up the gasoline tank of a vehicle at a Costco warehouse Tuesday, April 1, 2025, in Thornton, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
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[image: A customer checks his shopping receipts while waiting in line at the food court at Costco Wholesale store in Glendale, Calif., on Thursday, April 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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            PAUL WISEMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. wholesale prices dropped unexpectedly in April for the first time in more than a year despite President Donald Trump's sweeping taxes on imports.
The producer price index -- which tracks inflation before it hits consumers -- fell 0.5% last month from March, the first drop since October 2023 and the biggest in five years. Compared to a year earlier, producer prices rose 2.4% last month, decelerating from a 3.4% year-over-year gain in March, the U.S. Labor Department reported Thursday.
Excluding volatile food and energy prices, so-called core wholesale prices dipped 0.4% from March and rose 3.1% from a year earlier.
Economists had forecast that producer prices rose modestly in April. 
Services prices fell 0.7%, the biggest drop in government records going back to 2009, on shrinking profit margins at wholesalers and retailers. Wholesale food prices fell 1%, and egg prices plunged 39%, though they are still up nearly 45% from a year ago because of bird flu.

    
On Tuesday, the Labor Department reported that consumer prices rose just 2.3% last month from April 2024 -- smallest year-over-year gain in more than four years.



    
        




    




Economists have predicted that Trump's tariffs would drive up prices, and many expect the impact to show up in June or July.
Still, Trump's tariffs are ever-changing, so it's hard to forecast their economic impact. On Monday, for instance, Trump unexpectedly agreed to a massive de-escalation of his trade war with China -- third-biggest source of U.S. imports -- by scaling back his taxes on Chinese products to 30% from 145%; China slashed its retaliatory tariffs on U.S. products from 125% to 10%.

"Tariffs have yet to make much of a mark on pricing, though it's likely just a matter of time,'' Sal Guatieri, senior economist at BMO Capital Markets, wrote in a commentary.
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                    Science

    Early human ancestors used their hands to both climb trees and make tools, new study shows




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This artist rendering shows hands of early human ancestors, called Australopithecus sediba and Homo naledi, found in South Africa. The left images show photos of the bones, and the right images show how the fingers absorbed stress during daily activities. Red areas absorbed more stress than blue ones, which scientists can tell based on bone thickness. (Tracy Kivell via AP)]
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            CHRISTINA LARSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Our hands can reveal a lot about how a person has lived - and that's true for early human ancestors, too.
Different activities such as climbing, grasping or hammering place stress on different parts of our fingers. In response to repeated stress, our bones tend to thicken in those areas.
To study how ancient humans used their hands, scientists used 3D scanning to measure and analyze the bone thickness of fingers.
They focused on the fossil hands of two early human ancestor species recovered from excavations in southern Africa, called Australopithecus sediba and Homo naledi. The individuals lived around 2 million years ago and around 300,000 years ago, respectively. 
Both ancient human species showed signs of simultaneously using their hands to move around - such as by climbing trees - as well as to grasp and manipulate objects, a requirement to being able to make tools. 

    
"They were likely walking on two feet and using their hands to manipulate objects or tools, but also spent time climbing and hanging," perhaps on trees or cliffs, said study co-author and paleoanthropologist Samar Syeda of the American Museum of Natural History. 


The research was published Wednesday in Science Advances.
The findings show there wasn't a simple "evolution in hand function where you start off with more 'ape-like' and end up more 'human-like,'" said Smithsonian paleoanthropologist Rick Potts, who was not involved in the study.

    
    
    
Complete fossil hands are relatively rare, but the specimens used in the study gave an opportunity to understand the relative forces on each finger, said Chatham University paleontologist Erin Marie Williams-Hatala, who was not involved in the study.
"Hands are one of the primary ways we engage with world around us," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    NASA rover spies the first aurora at Mars that's visible to the human eye




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: This image by NASA's Perseverance shows evidence of a visible aurora on Mars on March 18, 2024. (NASA via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This image by NASA's Perseverance shows evidence of a visible aurora on Mars on March 18, 2024. (NASA via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NASA's Perseverance rover has detected the first aurora at Mars that's visible to the human eye, good news for future astronauts who can savor the view on the red planet.
European and U.S. scientists reported that the green aurora in the dusty Martian sky was generated by a solar storm last year and had three days' advance notice to set aside viewing time with the rover's cameras.
Previous auroras observed at Mars appeared only in the ultraviolet, but this one was in the visible wavelength. It resulted from a solar flare in March 2024 that was followed by a coronal mass ejection of plasma from the sun that was directed toward Mars.
These latest observations show that forecasting of northern and southern lights is now possible at Mars, allowing scientists to study space weather, said University of Oslo's Elise Wright Knutsen , whose research appeared Wednesday in the journal Science Advances.

    
"While the brightness of this event was dimmed by dust, events under better viewing conditions or more intense particle precipitation might be above the threshold for human vision and visible to future astronauts," the researchers wrote. 



    
        




    




This was the first time an aurora had been reported from the surface of a planet other than Earth, the researchers noted. Earlier observations were made from orbit.
Launched in 2020, Perseverance has been exploring Mars' Jezero Crater since 2021, collecting dust and rock samples for eventual return to Earth. The region, now dry but once believed to be a flowing lake and river delta, could hold evidence of ancient microbial life. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    How ancient reptile footprints are rewriting the history of when animals evolved to live on land
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            Scientists in Australia have identified the earliest known fossil footprints of a reptile-like animal on a slab of sandstone extracted from the Snowy Plains Formation near Melbourne.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg shows an artist's illustration of the possible appearance of a reptile-like creature that lived around 350 million years ago in what's now Australia. The animal was around 2 1/2 feet long (80 cm) and its feet has long fingers and claws, which are visible in newly discovered fossil footprints. (Marcin Ambrozik/Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg via AP)]
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            This image provided by Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg shows an artist's illustration of the possible appearance of a reptile-like creature that lived around 350 million years ago in what's now Australia. The animal was around 2 1/2 feet long (80 cm) and its feet has long fingers and claws, which are visible in newly discovered fossil footprints. (Marcin Ambrozik/Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg shows a slab of sandstone found near Melbourne, Australia preserving fossil footprints from a reptile-like animal that lived around 350 million years ago. The footprints are highlighted in yellow (front feet) and blue (back feet) and show the movements of three similar animals, researchers say. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki/Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg via AP)]
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            This image provided by Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg shows a slab of sandstone found near Melbourne, Australia preserving fossil footprints from a reptile-like animal that lived around 350 million years ago. The footprints are highlighted in yellow (front feet) and blue (back feet) and show the movements of three similar animals, researchers say. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki/Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            CHRISTINA LARSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Scientists in Australia have identified the oldest known fossil footprints of a reptile-like animal, dated to around 350 million years ago.
The discovery suggests that after the first animals emerged from the ocean around 400 million years ago, they evolved the ability to live exclusively on land much faster than previously assumed. 
"We had thought the transition from fin to limb took much longer," said California State University paleontologist Stuart Sumida, who was not involved in the new research. 
Previously the earliest known reptile footprints, found in Canada, were dated to 318 million years ago. 

    
The ancient footprints from Australia were found on a slab of sandstone recovered near Melbourne and show reptile-like feet with long toes and hooked claws. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg shows a slab of sandstone found near Melbourne, Australia preserving fossil footprints from a reptile-like animal that lived around 350 million years ago. The footprints are highlighted in yellow (front feet) and blue (back feet) and show the movements of three similar animals, researchers say. (Grzegorz Niedzwiedzki/Prof. Per Erik Ahlberg via AP)]
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Scientists estimate the animal was about 2 1/2 feet (80 centimeters) long and may have resembled a modern monitor lizard. The findings were published Wednesday in Nature. 
The hooked claws are a crucial identification clue, said study co-author and paleontologist Per Ahlberg at Uppsala University in Sweden. 
"It's a walking animal," he said.



    
        




    




Only animals that evolved to live solely on land ever developed claws. The earliest vertebrates -- fish and amphibians - never developed hard nails and remained dependent on watery environments to lay eggs and reproduce.
But the branch of the evolutionary tree that led to modern reptiles, birds and mammals - known as amniotes -- developed feet with nails or claws fit for walking on hard ground.

    
    
    
"This is the earliest evidence we've ever seen of an animal with claws," said Sumida. 
At the time the ancient reptile lived, the region was hot and steamy and vast forests began to cover the planet. Australia was part of the supercontinent Gondwana.
The fossil footprints record a series of events in one day, Ahlberg said. One reptile scampered across the ground before a light rain fell. Some raindrop dimples partially obscured its trackways. Then two more reptiles ran by in the opposite direction before the ground hardened and was covered in sediment.

    
Fossil "trackways are beautiful because they tell you how something lived, not just what something looked like," said co-author John Long, a paleontologist at Flinders University in Australia.
___
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                    Politics

    FACT FOCUS: Trump blames other countries for high US drug prices. Experts say it's not their fault




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump, with Dr. Mehmet Oz, Administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, left, and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, holds an executive order related to drug prices, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, Monday, May 12, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        President Donald Trump incorrectly placed the blame for high prescription drug prices in the U.S. on foreign nations, making the comments Monday when signing an executive order intended to lower their cost.
The order sets a 30-day deadline for drugmakers to electively lower prices in the U.S. or face new limits in the future over what the government will pay. If favorable deals are not reached, Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will be tasked with developing a new rule that ties prices the U.S. pays for medications to lower prices paid by other countries.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: "We were subsidizing others' healthcare, the countries where they pay a small fraction of what -- for the same drug that what we pay, many, many times more for, and will no longer tolerate profiteering and price gouging from Big Pharma. But again, it was really the countries that forced Big Pharma to do things that frankly, I'm not sure they really felt comfortable doing. But they've gotten away with it, these countries. European Union has been brutal, brutal."

    
THE FACTS: This is misleading. Prices for most prescription drugs -- unbranded generics are the exception -- are higher in the U.S. than they are in other high-income countries. But, experts say, it is in large part the way drug prices are negotiated in the U.S. that drives up costs.



    
        




    




"There are structural differences in the way that we price drugs in the United States and in the way that other developed, industrialized countries price drugs," said Mariana Socal, an associate professor of health policy and management at the Johns Hopkins University who studies the U.S. pharmaceutical market. "And those differences really are the ones that account for these differences in price that we see at the end of the day."

    
    
    
A 2024 report published by the RAND research organization found, using 2022 data, that prices in the U.S. were 2.78 times higher than those in 33 comparable countries across all drugs. Brand-name drugs represented the largest gap. The U.S. made up 62% of sales out of $989 billion of total drug spending among the countries studied, according to the report, but only 24% of volume.

    
According to experts, drug companies in the U.S. are generally able to price medications higher in the U.S. because the country's drug market operates as a fragmented system where companies negotiate with individual insurers or pharmacy benefit managers, commonly known as PBMs. Many countries with lower costs have one regulatory agency that negotiates prices on behalf of the entire population, a significant bargaining chip given that drug companies can't divide and conquer as they can in the U.S. If a regulator walks away, the company loses out on profits entirely -- in other words, something is better than nothing.
"Anything you can do to kind of bring more bargaining power to the table against the drug companies by making a decision for more beneficiaries, or more patients, that's going to put more downward pressure on drug prices," said Courtney Yarbrough, an assistant professor of health policy and management at Emory University.

    
As it stands, drug costs in the U.S. and other countries are not directly linked, though they can affect each other. Trump's executive order establishes a "most favored nation" pricing model should drugmakers not voluntarily lower costs. This means that the U.S. would peg the cost of prescription drugs to the lowest prices in comparably developed countries. It's unclear what -- if any -- impact the order will have on millions of Americans who have private health insurance. The federal government has the most power to shape the price it pays for drugs covered by Medicare and Medicaid.
But the U.S. paying less for prescription drugs doesn't mean other countries will automatically pay more. For example, Yarbrough explained that instead of agreeing to higher prices, other countries could simply enter into secret arrangements for increased discounts and then hide what they actually pay.

    
"We're not in a static global pharmaceutical market," she said.
Manufacturers, wholesalers, PBMs and other members of the supply chain also have a motivation to maximize profits, not lower costs for consumers. In this spirit, manufacturers often use patents to make it impossible for cheaper versions of drugs to come to market. Although he repeatedly defended pharmaceutical companies at Monday's news conference, Trump simultaneously threatened the companies with federal investigations into their practices.

"There are no saints in this industry, these are all for-profit companies," said Geoffrey Joyce, director of health policy at the University of Southern California's Schaeffer Center. "Their incentives are all wrong. Everybody makes more money off of higher list prices, so they just push list prices up."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump claims the US subsidizes Canada. Experts say the numbers don't add up




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Prime Minister Mark Carney arrives and greets U.S. President Donald Trump prior to a meeting at the White House in Washington, D.C., Tuesday, May 6, 2025. (Adrian Wyld /The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        Newly-elected Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney visited the White House on Tuesday in search of common ground during an ongoing trade war that has shattered decades of trust between the his country and the U.S. Although the conversation was civil, President Donald Trump repeated erroneous rhetoric about how the U.S. provides Canada with billions of dollars in subsidies.
"It's hard to justify subsidizing Canada to the tune of maybe $200 billion a year," he said. "We protect Canada militarily, and we always will. We not going to, you know, that's not a money thing. But we always will. But, you know, it's not fair. But why are we subsidizing Canada $200 billion a year or whatever the number might be? It's a very substantial number."
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: The U.S. subsidizes Canada with subsidies of about $200 billion per year.

    
THE FACTS: This is false. According to the White House, the number is based on the U.S. trade deficit with Canada and higher military spending by the U.S., including expenditures associated with the North American Aerospace Defense Command, or NORAD. An exact total is difficult to discern because there is no publicly available data on NORAD spending. But even the most generous estimates do not put the total costs anywhere close to what Trump claims. 



    
        




    




A trade deficit occurs when the cost of a country's imports are higher than its exports. Using seasonally adjusted data, the U.S. deficit with Canada for both goods and services was $35.661 billion in 2024. It was higher for just goods, ranging from $63.336 billion to $70.603 billion.

    
    
    
The White House put the goods and services deficit with Canada at $53.5 billion. This is closer to the figure from 2022 -- $57.565 billion.
Either way, economists agree that describing a trade deficit as a subsidy is wrong.
"That's never been the definition of a subsidy, a subsidy is defined as a gift without any compensation in return," said Gary Hufbauer, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. "So whatever the number is, the concept is way off base."

    
Gian Maria Milesi-Ferretti, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution's Hutchins Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy, said a trade deficit occurs based on relative demand in different countries and what they specialize in.
In terms of military spending, the White House also pointed to how much the U.S. and Canada spend on their militaries and what percentage of their gross domestic product that is. This appears to be a reference to NATO's investment guideline. Member countries agreed in 2006 to commit to spending a minimum 2% of their GDP on their own defense. Some countries, including Canada, have not yet met that guideline, a lapse which Trump often criticizes.
Canada spent $29.3 billion on defense in 2024, which amounted to 1.3% of its GDP. The U.S., which is 13 times bigger than Canada, spent significantly more at $997 billion, or 3.4% of its GDP, exceeding the NATO guideline. Those numbers were slightly lower in 2023 -- the data cited by the White House -- at $27.2 billion and $916 billion respectively, though the percentages of GDP for both were the same.

    
According to the International Monetary Fund, Canada's GDP in 2024 was about $2.241 trillion. This means that the country would have needed to spend $44.82 billion total on defense order to meet the 2% NATO guideline, making it short by approximately $15.52 billion.
"No, they don't owe us that money, but they aren't paying their fair share, and that's a fair criticism." said Mark Cancian, a senior advisor in the Center for Strategic and International Studies' defense and security department.
Discounting whether they should be deemed subsidies, adding the trade deficit for goods and services in 2024 to Canada's gap in defense spending the same year results in a total of only about $51 billion. Using the highest calculation of the goods deficit only for 2024 pushes the total up, to approximately $86 billion.
The White House's final point was that the U.S. "covers about 60 percent of the bill for NORAD." Created in 1954 as a means of defense against possible long-range attacks from the Soviets, NORAD is a bi-national organization jointly run by the U.S. and Canada that is charged with preventing air and maritime attacks against North America.

    
There is no publicly available data on NORAD spending by the U.S. or Canada. The 60% figure cited by the White House refers to a 1985 cost-sharing agreement for the operations and support of NORAD's North Warning System that is still in place today.
In 2022, then-Canadian Defense Minister Anita Anand announced a $4.9 billion (US $3.52 billion) investment in NORAD over six years and $38.6 billion (US $27.72 billion) over 20 years on an accrual basis.
Defense economists Binyam Solomon and Ross Fetterly quantified NORAD burden sharing by the U.S. and Canada in a paper first published in 2023 by the journal Defense and Peace Economics titled, "Canada and NORAD: Economics and Burden Sharing."

    
The pair found that the numbers change drastically depending on how they are calculated. One estimate found that the U.S. shoulders about 97.6% of the North American defense burden while receiving about 64% of the benefits. Canada, meanwhile, contributes about 2% of the burden while enjoying about 36% of the benefits. But leaving out the variable of Canada's vast exposed border means that the U.S. shoulders the same burden while enjoying 91% of the benefits. In this instance, Canada enjoys just 9% of the benefits.
A sizable portion of NORAD warning and control systems are in Canadian territory, according to the paper.
Cancian explained that the U.S. needs Canada's help to effectively defend North America from its own land because if air defenses started at the U.S. border, it would be too late to prevent many threats.

"Even if the Canadians pulled out, we'd have to have something like that in place," he said of NORAD. "So I would not consider that a subsidy at all. Canadians can make a fair argument that we owe them."
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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    FACT FOCUS: Trump touts his accomplishments at 100 days but at times falls short on the facts
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            President Donald Trump celebrated the 100th day of his second term in office with a campaign-style rally in Michigan Tuesday, touting successes and focusing on grudges while U.S. consumer confidence plunged to a Covid-era low.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump walks on stage to speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump walks on stage to speaks on his first 100 days at Macomb County Community College Sports Expo Center, Tuesday, April 29, 2025, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        In a visit Tuesday to Warren, Michigan, President Donald Trump celebrated his first 100 days back in office by touting his accomplishments, while embellishing some and misrepresenting others.
The speech of about 90 minutes was reminiscent of a campaign rally and covered much of the same ground as he lobbed insults at the previous administration and detractors.
In highlighting his accomplishments, he made a number of false and misleading statements on topics such as the state of the economy and the price of eggs.
Here's a look at the facts.
Trump exaggerates drop in gas prices
TRUMP: "Gasoline was almost $4 not so long ago. And now, Mike, we just hit $1.98 in a lot of states. Think of it."
THE FACTS: As of Tuesday, no state had an average gas price of $1.98. Mississippi had the lowest price, at $2.67 per gallon of regular gas. Trump previously made this claim about the level of gas prices on April 16, but they had not fallen as low as $1.98 that day either -- or any day in the last two weeks. Mississippi and Tennessee were tied for the lowest average price on April 16, at $2.707 per gallon of regular gas.

    
National average prices rose under former President Joe Biden to a high of $5.01 in June 2022 before falling to $3.09 in December of that year. Prices rose again to a high of $3.88 in September 2023, but were down to $3.139 in December 2024. They were at $3.13 nationally as of Tuesday. The last time prices surpassed $4 was in August 2022.

    
    
    
Cost of eggs not as low as Trump says
TRUMP: "Since I took office, the cost of eggs is down 87% now."
THE FACTS: The retail price of a dozen large eggs decreased in price to $2.07 in September 2023, but has been on the rise since October 2024. As of March, they were up to $6.23.
Wholesale egg prices, on the other hand, fell significantly in March, but not by 87%. They were at a high of $8.17 for a dozen large eggs on March 3 and had dropped to $2.92 by March 26 -- a decrease of approximately 64%.

    
University of Arkansas agricultural economist Jada Thompson told the AP earlier this month that because the wholesale prices did not start dropping until mid-March, there may not have been enough time for the average price for the month to decline. And grocery stores may not have immediately passed on the lower prices.
Inflation was already falling under Biden
TRUMP: "We're ending the inflation nightmare. The worst that we've had, probably in the history of our country."
THE FACTS: Inflation started falling long before Trump started his second term. Inflation peaked at 9.1% in June 2022 after rising steadily in the first 17 months of Biden's presidency from a low of 0.1% in May 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic. As of December, it had fallen to 2.9%. The most recent data shows that, as of March, it had fallen to 2.4%. Other historical periods have seen higher inflation, such as a more than 14% rate in 1980, according to the Federal Reserve. 

    
Coal production is cleaner, but it still creates emissions
TRUMP: "We stopped their crusade on coal. Did you see what I did the other day? Clean, beautiful coal."
THE FACTS: The production of coal is cleaner now than it has been historically, but that doesn't mean it's clean.
Planet-warming carbon dioxide emissions from the coal industry have decreased over the past 30 years, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. Energy lobbyist Scott Segal told the AP earlier this month that "the relative statement that coal-fired electricity is cleaner than ever before is true, particularly when emissions are measured per unit of electricity produced."
And yet, coal production worldwide still needs to be reduced sharply to address climate change, according to United Nations-backed research.
Along with carbon dioxide, burning coal emits sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides that contribute to acid rain, smog and respiratory illnesses, according to the EIA.
Trump misleads on Biden-era 'electric vehicle mandate'
TRUMP: "I terminated Joe Biden's insane electric vehicle mandate where you were mandated to buy an electric vehicle. You were mandated within just a few years to buy an electric vehicle."
THE FACTS: It's misleading to claim that the Biden administration implemented such a mandate. In April 2023, the Environmental Protection Agency announced strict limits on greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles. The agency said these limits could be met if 67% of new-vehicle sales are electric by 2032.

    
And yet, the new rule did not include a requirement for automakers to boost electric vehicle sales directly. It set emissions limits and allowed automakers to choose how to meet them.
EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced on March 12 that the agency would reconsider the rule, but it has not yet been terminated.

In 2019, Kamala Harris co-sponsored a bill as a U.S. senator called the Zero-Emission Vehicles Act that would have required 100% of new passenger vehicles sold to be zero-emission by 2040. The bill, which stalled in committee, did not ban ownership of vehicles that produce emissions. ___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                    World News

    New Zealand's unofficial fruit is the feijoa, not the kiwi. And part of the fun is in giving it away
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            The feijoa, not the kiwi, is the unofficial fruit of New Zealand, but it remains unknown to much of the world. The perfumed green ovals are known elsewhere as pineapple guava and originate from South America, but they've found an unlikely and fervent popularity in New Zealand. (AP video shot by Charlotte Graham-McLay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A box outside a house offering free feijoas is seen in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)]
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            A box outside a house offering free feijoas is seen in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Feijoas is seen outside a house in Wellington, New Zealand, Monday, May 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)]
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            Feijoas is seen outside a house in Wellington, New Zealand, Monday, May 12, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A feijoa hangs from a backyard tree in Wellington, New Zealand, on Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)]
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            A feijoa hangs from a backyard tree in Wellington, New Zealand, on Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man rakes feijoas from the roof of his shed in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)]
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            A man rakes feijoas from the roof of his shed in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Feijoas offered for free in a box are seen outside a house in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)]
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            Feijoas offered for free in a box are seen outside a house in Wellington, New Zealand, Sunday, May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- The unofficial national fruit of New Zealand isn't native to the country - it's South American. It isn't exclusively found in New Zealand. And it's not, perhaps surprisingly, the kiwi. It's the feijoa.
Known as pineapple guava elsewhere, the fruit -- a green perfumed oval with a polarizing taste -- can be purchased in California or Canberra. Yet no country has embraced the feijoa with quite the fervor or the fixation of New Zealanders.
Due to its short shelf life, New Zealand -- a nation of thriving fruit exports -- has never been able to spin the feijoa (pronounced fee-jo-ah) into a global brand, as growers have done with apples and kiwi. But during the brief span of weeks each year when the fruit is ripe, the country goes feijoa wild.
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[image: Father Makarios, from France, the librarian of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, poses for a portrait at the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)  ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Meet the Mount Athos monks living at Simonos Petra monastery in northern Greece
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, Sunday, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos: On Greece's Mount Athos, a cliffside monastery transcends country-based branches of Orthodoxy
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows English author Graham Greene at the Sorbonne University in Paris, France on Feb. 13, 1983, left, and British Author Ian Fleming in New York on Jan. 10, 1962. (AP Photo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Rare Ian Fleming story features a Londoner named Bone, Caffery Bone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




A backyard boom
The feijoa's allure comes partly from how it's acquired. In autumn, fallen fruit forms fragrant carpets beneath backyard trees and is swept into boxes, bags and buckets to be offered for free outside homes, in office breakrooms and on neighborhood Facebook groups. There's such abundance that some feijoa lovers take pride in never having paid for one.
"It's sort of non-commercialized. We turn up our noses at the idea of buying them in the shop," said Kate Evans, author of the book Feijoa: A Story of Obsession and Belonging. "You just sort of expect to get them for free."
In suburban Wellington, Diana Ward-Pickering said she had given away "thousands" of feijoas from her five backyard trees this season: in a box on the sidewalk, to neighbors, to coworkers, to her daughter's eyelash technician -- in short, to any friend or stranger who wanted some.

    
    
    
On a recent Sunday, Ward-Pickering selected a feijoa from dozens on the ground, halved it with a spoon, and scooped the pale, creamy flesh into her mouth.
"Delicious," she said. But while she could eat a kilogram (2.2 pounds) of the fruit in a sitting, she said, even her appetite couldn't keep up with the sudden and generous bounty that arrives each April.
"There are people who can't afford to pay for them," Ward-Pickering said. "We happily give them away."

    
Love it or hate it
Not everyone's an enthusiast, and every New Zealander has an opinion. What devotees of the fruit savor as a distinctive texture, flavor and smell, is gritty, soapy or sour to others.
Diana Ward-Pickering's daughter, Lizzy, gingerly slurped a piece of feijoa into her mouth and grimaced.
"It's giving snot," she said. "My mind has not changed."
But for New Zealanders abroad who love the fruit, feijoas are a nostalgic taste evocative of a kiwi childhood. Evans, who admitted to once paying 3 Australian dollars ($1.90) for a single feijoa at a market in Australia, said that in 12 years living overseas she often saw expatriates asking the same question online: Where can I find feijoas?

    
A strange history
How a fruit that hails from the Brazilian highlands, Uruguay and a corner of Argentina first came to New Zealand remains something of a mystery, Evans said. But what's known is that feijoas have been in New Zealand for just over 100 years, probably originating from California, via Australia.
The trees grow "extremely well" in New Zealand, growers say, due to the soil, subtropical climate and relative lack of destructive insect species.
In spite of New Zealand's booming backyard feijoa economy there's still demand for them in stores, where they are currently sold for about 9 to 10 New Zealand dollars ($5-6) per kilogram. There are about 100 commercial feijoa growers in New Zealand almost solely supplying the domestic market, including for popular beverages such as feijoa cider, kombucha and juice.
But exporting the fruit is "tricky," said Brent Fuller, spokesperson for the New Zealand Feijoa Growers Association. "They'll keep in the chiller for two or three weeks, but that's about it."
Research is underway to increase the shelf life of the fruit. But with the name feijoa still unknown abroad, it remains for now an institution of New Zealand's autumn.

"It's something that kind of bonds us and gives us an excuse to talk to people around us," Evans said. The kiwi, she added, has been a lucrative export for New Zealand.
"But we don't love it the way that we love feijoas."
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    Cannes makes it official: No nudity on the red carpet
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            The 2025 Cannes Film Festival kicked off Tuesday in France with Robert De Niro, Quentin Tarantino, jury president Juliette Binoche and jury member Halle Berry walking the red carpet. (May 13)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE -Bella Hadid poses for photographersat the premiere of 'Three Floors' at the 74th international film festival, Cannes, southern France on July 11, 2021. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)]
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            FILE -Bella Hadid poses for photographersat the premiere of 'Three Floors' at the 74th international film festival, Cannes, southern France on July 11, 2021. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Palais des festivals ahead of the 78th international film festival in Cannes, southern France, Sunday, May 11, 2025. The Cannes film festival runs from May 13 until May 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)]
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                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- The Cannes Film Festival red carpet is perhaps the most rigidly controlled red carpet in the world. Now, the festival has added a new stipulation: no nudity. 
While nudity was never previously endorsed at the festival, Cannes updated its dress policy on the eve of its 78th edition to read that "nudity is prohibited on the red carpet, as well as in any other area of the festival."
While a no-shirt-no-service policy is standard in places far less glamorous than Cannes, the policy tweak sparked widespread attention Monday because of the recent trend of sheer and "nude dresses, " such as Bianca Censori's Grammys appearance.

    
Asked for clarity on the policy, Cannes press officers said the festival "made explicit in its charter certain rules that have long been in effect." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Palais des festivals ahead of the 78th international film festival in Cannes, southern France, Sunday, May 11, 2025. The Cannes film festival runs from May 13 until May 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly)]
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"The aim is not to regulate attire per se, but to prohibit full nudity on the red carpet, in accordance with the institutional framework of the event and French law," it said. 
Cannes also noted that "voluminous outfits, in particular those with a large train, that hinder the proper flow of traffic of guests and complicate seating in the theater are not permitted." 
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[image: Father Makarios, from France, the librarian of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, poses for a portrait at the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)  ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Meet the Mount Athos monks living at Simonos Petra monastery in northern Greece
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, Sunday, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos: On Greece's Mount Athos, a cliffside monastery transcends country-based branches of Orthodoxy
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows English author Graham Greene at the Sorbonne University in Paris, France on Feb. 13, 1983, left, and British Author Ian Fleming in New York on Jan. 10, 1962. (AP Photo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Rare Ian Fleming story features a Londoner named Bone, Caffery Bone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Still, skin has often been flashed at the French Riviera festival by celebrities like Bella Hadid, Naomi Campbell and Kendall Jenner, and dress policies have long been flouted by celebrities. For evening premieres at the Palais' Grand Theatre Lumiere, black tie and evening wear is required. Though not in recent years, Cannes security officials have sometimes turned away women for not wearing heels. 


    
    
    
The festival also banned selfies in 2018 -- Cannes director Thierry Fremaux called them "grotesque" -- but A-listers sometimes snap a quick photo on the Palais steps. 
The festival kicks off Tuesday.
___
For more on the 2025 Cannes Film Festival, visit https://apnews.com/hub/cannes-film-festival. 
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    An Alaska Mother's Day tradition: Mingling with ice age survivors on a farm
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            Mother's Day is the traditional start of the summer season for the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, about an hour's drive north of Anchorage. All moms get a flower, free admission and the chance to get up close with musk oxen: hefty Ice Age survivors whose ancestors once roamed the Earth with saber-toothed tigers and mastodons. (AP video by Mark Thiessen)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Musk oxen are shown Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)]
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            Musk oxen are shown Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A musk ox is shown Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)]
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            A musk ox is shown Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mark Austin, the executive director of the Musk Ox Farm, poses for a photo at the facility in Palmer, Alaska, Saturday, May 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)]
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            Mark Austin, the executive director of the Musk Ox Farm, poses for a photo at the facility in Palmer, Alaska, Saturday, May 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two female musk oxen are shown with their newborn calves Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)]
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            Two female musk oxen are shown with their newborn calves Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A male musk ox named Trebek, in honor of the late game show host Alex Trebek, is shown Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska, of which Alex Trebek was a benefactor. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)]
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            A male musk ox named Trebek, in honor of the late game show host Alex Trebek, is shown Saturday, May 10, 2025, at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska, of which Alex Trebek was a benefactor. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARK THIESSEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        PALMER, Alaska (AP) -- It is one of Alaska's favorite Mother's Day traditions, getting up close and personal with animals that have survived the ice age.
All moms get a daisy and free admission Sunday at the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, about an hour's drive north of Anchorage. Once inside they will have the chance to view 75 members of the musk ox herd, including three young calves just getting their feet under them. Also a draw is an old bull named Trebek, named after the late "Jeopardy!" host Alex Trebek, a benefactor of the facility.
"Who doesn't want to celebrate Mother's Day with a musk ox mom and the most adorable calf you're ever going to find in your life?" said Mark Austin, the farm's executive director.
Mother's Day is the traditional start of the summer season for the farm, which traces its roots back to 1964 and at several locations before moving in 1986 to Palmer.

    
That move put it on Alaska's limited road system, provided easier access to grazing land than in tundra communities and it to incorporate educational opportunities at the farm facility, which is dwarfed by the the Talkeetna and Chugach mountain ranges.



    
        




    




"When we opened the doors here, we started doing Mother's Day as a grand opening every year," Austin said. 
He called it a natural decision, celebrating mothers with cute, newborn baby musk oxen on the grounds. So far this year, three baby musk oxen have been born and are on display, and more could be on the way.

    
    
    
Mother's Day is the busiest day of the year, attracting more than 1,500 visitors. It is a tradition that now stretches over three generations. 
"It's a huge, just kind of rite of passage for a lot of people," Austin said. "If we ever talked about not doing it, there'd be a riot."
Musk oxen are ice age survivors.
"They were running around with saber-toothed tigers and mastodons, and they're the ones that lived," Austin said. The herd members all have diverse personalities, he added, and they are crafty, smart and inquisitive.

    
Their closest relatives to animals of today would be Arctic goats. Mature musk ox bulls can stand 5 feet (about 1.5 meters) tall and weigh as much as 800 pounds (about 360 kilograms), while female cows are smaller at about 4 feet (about 1.2 meters) and up to 500 pounds (about 230 kilograms), according to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game's website.
They are stocky, long-haired animals with a slight hump in their shoulder, a short tail and horns, the website says. The Inupiat call musk ox "itomingmak," which means "the animal with skin like a beard," for its long hair hanging nearly to the ground. 
The mammals once roamed across northern Europe, Asia, Greenland and North America before they began to die off. By the 1920s the last remaining ones were in Greenland and Canada.
Efforts to reintroduce the musk ox to Alaska started in 1934, when 34 were delivered to Fairbanks from Greenland. Since then, the wild population has grown to about 5,000, located throughout the nation's largest state, Austin said.
The nonprofit farm welcomes donations from visitors on Sunday. Some people will make a beeline for the baby musk oxen, while others will throw a $100 bill on the counter first.

"We do like to see the donation, but we truly offer this as an event to the community, as a thank you," Austin said. "It really gives us a chance to give something back."
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                    U.S. News

    Liam and Olivia dominate -- again -- with top baby names for a sixth year in a row




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A baby is carried in the tailgating section before an NFL football game, Nov. 25, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer, File)]
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[image: A pregnant woman stands for a portrait in Dallas, May 18, 2023. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)]
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[image: A baby sleeps during NFL football training camp for the Kansas City Chiefs Sunday, July 23, 2023, in St. Joseph, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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[image: Elizabeth Mahon, owner of the baby store Three Littles, prepared to install a new car seat for a customer who made the purchase ahead of tarriff-driven price increases, at the Union Market location in Washington, on Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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            By 
            FATIMA HUSSEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Liam and Olivia dominate. Still.
The two names have, for a sixth year together, topped the list of names for babies born in the U.S. in 2024. 
The Social Security Administration annually tracks the names given to girls and boys in each state, with names dating back to 1880. In time for Mother's Day, the agency on Friday released the most popular names from applications for Social Security cards.
Liam has reigned for eight years in a row for boys, while Olivia has topped the girls' list for six. Also, for the sixth consecutive year, Emma took the second slot for girls, and Noah for boys. 
The girls' name Luna slipped out of the Top 10 and was replaced by Sofia, which enters at number 10 for the first time. 

    
    
    
After Liam, the most common names for boys are, in order: Noah, Oliver, Theodore, James, Henry, Mateo, Elijah, Lucas and William.

    
After Olivia, the most common names for girls are Emma, Amelia, Charlotte, Mia, Sophia, Isabella, Evelyn, Ava and Sofia. 
Sophie Kihm, editor-in-chief of nameberry, a baby naming website, said the latest data showcases how American parents are increasingly choosing names that have cross-cultural appeal. Kihm's first name shows up in two variations on the annual list. 



    
        




    




"A trend we're tracking is that Americans are more likely to choose heritage choices," Kihm said, including names that work "no matter where you are in the world." 

    
    
    
"More families in the U.S. come from mixed cultural backgrounds and I hear parents commonly request that they want their child to travel and have a relatively easy to understand name."
The Social Security Administration's latest data show that 3.61 million babies were born in the U.S. in 2024. That's a slight increase from last year's 3.59 million babies, representing an overall increase in the American birthrate.
Social media stars and popular television shows are having some impact on the rising popularity of certain names, Social Security says.


    
Among those rising in popularity for girls: Ailany, a Hawaiian name that means "chief," topped the list. The boys' name Truce, an Old English name meaning "peace," rose 11,118 spots from last year's position to rank 991. 
The complete, searchable list of baby names is on the Social Security website.
__
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                    U.S. News

    'DA POPE!' Leo XIV's Chicago roots unleash spate of holy humor
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            In the hours after white smoke billowed from the Sistine Chapel, signaling that a pope had been chosen, Chicago residents expressed excitement for Cardinal Robert Prevost's election as Pope Leo XIV. (AP Video: Laura Bargfeld, Erin Hooley)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chicago Sun Times newspaper front page showing Pope Leo XIV is seen on a newspaper rack at a store, Friday, May 9, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melina Walling)]
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[image: The Wiener's Circle, an iconic hot dog stand known for posting quirky phrases on its sign, posted on Instagram that its current sign translates to "He has eaten our dogs," Friday, May 9, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: Chicago White Sox players walk on the field as the scoreboard honors Pope Leo XIV before a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Friday, May 8, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/David Banks)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Chicago White Sox players walk on the field as the scoreboard honors Pope Leo XIV before a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Friday, May 8, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/David Banks)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: David Hughes of Chicago watches a baseball game between the Chicago White Sox and the Miami Marlins during the fourth inning Friday, May 8, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/David Banks)]
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[image: A Chicago Sun-Times newspaper front page shows "DA POPE!" at a grocery store in Mount Prospect, Ill., Thursday, May 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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            By 
            MATT SEDENSKY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        A Chicago-born cardinal walks into a conclave. The rest of the joke tells itself.
In the breathless day since Pope Leo XIV's election as the first American pontiff, the memes, doctored images and tongue-in-cheek references have piled up deeper than Chicago's pizza and more loaded than its hot dog, seemingly irresistible to comics and commoners alike.
Stained-glass windows depicting a dunking Michael Jordan? A change in canon law to make ketchup-topped frankfurters a sin? Cameos in "The Bear"? All of it apparently as tempting as the forbidden fruit.
"You just saw a billion jokes," says Chad Nackers, who was raised Catholic and now presides as editor-in-chief of The Onion, the satirical site that heralded Robert Prevost's elevation with an image of the smiling pontiff encased in a poppyseed-dotted bun.
"Conclave Selects First Chicago-Style Pope," read the headline.

    
The pageantry of the church and the idea of a man who acts as a voice for God, Nackers says, combine for fertile humorous ground no matter the pontiff. Having him hail from the U.S., though, and a city as distinct as Chicago, opens up a whole new world of funny.
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[image: Father Makarios, from France, the librarian of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, poses for a portrait at the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)  ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Meet the Mount Athos monks living at Simonos Petra monastery in northern Greece
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, Sunday, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos: On Greece's Mount Athos, a cliffside monastery transcends country-based branches of Orthodoxy
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows English author Graham Greene at the Sorbonne University in Paris, France on Feb. 13, 1983, left, and British Author Ian Fleming in New York on Jan. 10, 1962. (AP Photo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Rare Ian Fleming story features a Londoner named Bone, Caffery Bone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




"It's just kind of ripe for humor," Nackers says.
"DA POPE!" blared the front of the Chicago Sun-Times on Friday, one of countless spins on the city's unique accent, immortalized in "Saturday Night Live" sketches. No matter how Pope Leo XIV actually appears, in this realm of humor, he's a mustachioed everyman who swaps his Ts for Ds and his zucchetto for a Bears cap.

    
    
    
With the Second City in the spotlight, more Chicago tropes were trotted out than even the famed namesake improv troupe could dream up. The popemobile traded for the Dodge Monaco made famous in "The Blues Brothers"? Check. Twists on city-set shows and movies like "Chicago Hope," er, "Chicago Pope"? Yup. Dreams of Portillo's Italian beef sandwiches and the Chicago liqueur Malort taking the place of the bread and wine of communion? Yes, chef. Over and over again.

    
In sports-loving Chicago, city teams were spun in a swell of papal humor. Initial belief that the pope's baseball loyalties were with the Cubs led content creator Caitlin Hendricks to muse that Leo ironically hates the Cardinals. As it turns out, though, it appears the man in white roots for the White Sox.
It didn't stop those in Wrigleyville from eating up pope memes and feeling hometown pride. At the Sports World shop, one woman came in asking for a Cubs jersey with Pope Leo XIV's name splayed across the back. Down the street at Wrigleyville Sports, Chad Grant said he wouldn't hate Leo for rooting for the Sox, but that "I just feel bad, because he's been used to losing for a little while."
Late-night hosts, too, had a ball with an American's ascension.
Jimmy Fallon mused of "deep-dish communion wafers" from a pope known as "Bobby Bratwurst." Stephen Colbert, a devout Catholic who performs in a studio with nearly as much stained glass to rival St. Patrick's Cathedral, offered patriotic "Pope-S-A" chants and mentions of "da prayers" in thick Chicago tongue.

    
"I'm actually surprised by how excited I am," Jimmy Kimmel said in his first monologue after the news. "An American who grew up here, watched all the shows we watched, rooted for teams, is now in Rome at the head of the church ... this must have been what it felt like when they opened the first Olive Garden."
More will come, a cascade of Ferris Bueller jokes and asides on canonizing Mike Ditka. There will be Oprah exuberantly shouting "You get a new pope! And you get a new pope!" And more memes of the pope in a dyed-green Chicago River or atop its shiny "Cloud Gate" bean than anyone can count.

"There's just a lot of joy in the city right now," says Ashley Lenz, a theologian in Chicago who works for the Catholic prayer app Hallow. "There's a certain delight of seeing something sacred break into the ordinary. The idea of a pope who's stood in line at Portillo's or cheered on the Sox makes it all feel closer to home. It makes the papacy feel human again."
___
Associated Press writer Melina Walling contributed to this report from Chicago.
___
Matt Sedensky can be reached at [email protected] and https://x.com/sedensky.
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    Paul Pierce says he walked 20 miles to work in a robe as punishment for guaranteeing a Celtics' win




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Former NBA basketball player Paul Pierce smiles watching warmups before an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Chicago Bulls, Nov. 14, 2021, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Alex Gallardo, file)]
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[image: Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum (0) and guard Jaylen Brown (7) talk during the second half of Game 2 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the New York Knicks, Wednesday, May 7, 2025, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)]
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            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        Former Celtics great Paul Pierce was so confident in his team in Game 2 against the Knicks, he said he would walk to work barefoot "in my robe" if they lost for a second straight game in the second-round series.
"If the Celtics lose Game 2 at home, I promise you, I am walking here tomorrow," he declared on an FS1 show Wednesday. "I guarantee this one. Put the house on this game."
That didn't turn out so great. The Celtics blew a 20-point lead in Game 2, as they did in Game 1, and lost 91-90.

Pierce appeared to honor his vow Thursday, saying he set out before the sun rose for what he said was a 20.2-mile commute to work in the Los Angeles area. He posted updates on Instagram Live. Pierce made the wise choice of not walking barefoot, but bath-robed? Yes.
"All right, time for me to get to steppin'," he said after 5 a.m. Pacific time, calling himself a "man of my word."

    
"I cant believe the Celtics got me out here like this, dog," he said in a later update. "I'm really walking out here like this."
A little before 9 a.m., Pierce posted another Live of a couple of hecklers on the sidewalk.
"You lost that bet, huh?" one of them said.
Pierce took it all in stride, having some fun with them. He said he was about halfway at that point.
He posted another video saying he arrived to work at around 1 p.m.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/nba
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    In one Indian city, reflective paint and bus stop sprinklers offer relief from killer heat




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                

    


            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 13 | 
            Rising heat is a problem for millions of people in India, and one western city is pointing the way in figuring out some ways to deal with it. (AP Video: Shawn Sebastian. Produced by Julian Trejo Bax)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wait for a bus at a cool bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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            People wait for a bus at a cool bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man applies reflective paint to the roof of a house that helps keep the indoors cooler in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: People wait for a bus at a cool bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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            People wait for a bus at a cool bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Priya Bhavsar, of the Indian Institute of Public Health Gandhinagar, speaks with The Associated Press in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Akashbhai Thakor, right, and his wife Kumud stand at their house in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, April 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Veer Vanzara sits inside his house with reflective paint on the roof that helps keep the indoors cooler in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: People drink water at a distribution center at a bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: A man arranges ice blocks to sell at his stall in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Mukesh Patni makes lime juice at his stall in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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            Mukesh Patni makes lime juice at his stall in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elderly woman rest in the shade of a tree in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: Asha worker Shashi Mishra collects oral rehydration solution pouches before leaving for her job from an urban health center in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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[image: A man applies reflective paint to the roof of a house that helps keep the indoors cooler in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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            A man applies reflective paint to the roof of a house that helps keep the indoors cooler in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            SIBI ARASU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        AHMEDABAD, India (AP) -- For 20-year-old Mayank Yadav, riding a crowded bus in the summer months in this western Indian city can be like sitting in an oven. That makes it a treat when he steps off and into a bus stop outfitted with sprinklers that bathe overheated commuters in a cooling mist.
"Everyone is suffering from the heat," Yadav said. "I hope they do more of this across the city."
Rising heat is a problem for millions of people in India. In Ahmedabad, temperatures this year have already reached 42 degrees Celsius (107 Fahrenheit), a level usually not seen for several more weeks, prompting city officials to advise people to stay indoors and stay hydrated.
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[image: A wristwatch-style health monitor to study how heat affects vulnerable communities is worn by Shantaben Vanzara at her house in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                In this Indian city, smartwatches are part of the solution to dealing with searing heat
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                        

                    
                    
                

            

            

        

    
And yet, coping with that heat is a familiar challenge in Ahmedabad. After a 2010 heat wave killed more than 1,300 people, city and health officials rushed to develop South Asia's first heat action plan.
The plan, rolled out in 2013 and now replicated across India and South Asia, includes strategies for hospitals, government officials and citizens to react immediately when temperatures rise beyond human tolerance. Public health officials said it's helped save hundreds of lives every summer. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man arranges ice blocks to sell at his stall in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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City officials, with help from climate and health researchers, have implemented two simple yet effective solutions to help those affected most by heat: the poor and those who work outdoors. By painting tin-roofed households with reflective paint, they've reduced indoor temperatures, which otherwise might be up to 5 degrees Celsius (9 degrees Fahrenheit) hotter than outside. More recently, the city hung curtains woven of straw and water sprinklers at one bus stop so commuters can get relief from the sun and heat. Officials said they plan to expand the idea to other bus stops in the city. 
Residents said both measures have been a relief even as they brace for at least three more months of sweltering summer. 

    
    Stay up to date with similar stories by signing up to our WhatsApp channel.


    



A simple coat of paint makes all the difference

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man applies reflective paint to the roof of a house that helps keep the indoors cooler in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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Throughout the city's low-income neighborhoods, hundreds of tin-roofed homes have been painted with reflective paint that helps keep the indoors cooler. Residents said their houses were so hot before the roofs were painted that they would spend most of their time outdoors under any shade they could find. 

    
"Earlier, it was really difficult to sleep inside the house," said Akashbhai Thakor, who works as a delivery van driver and lives with his wife and three-month-old child in Ahmedabad. Thakor's roof was painted as part of a research project that is trying to measure the impact of the so-called cool roofs.
Early results have been promising. "After the roof was painted, the house is much cooler, especially at night," said Thakor. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Akashbhai Thakor, right, and his wife Kumud stand at their house in Ahmedabad, India, Thursday, April 3, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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People like Thakor are much more vulnerable to extreme heat because their houses aren't insulated and, since most of them depend on a daily wage, they must work regardless of the weather, said Priya Bhavsar of the Indian Institute of Public Health Gandhinagar, who is working on the project. Bhavsar said low-cost solutions could be the only respite for thousands of people in the city who can't afford to buy an air conditioner. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Veer Vanzara sits inside his house with reflective paint on the roof that helps keep the indoors cooler in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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Veer Vanzara, who lives in the same area as Thakor and works in a nearby garment factory, said the heat makes his job much worse, especially since his factory has no ventilation. So his family is grateful for the cool roofs. "The evenings and night are much cooler than before inside our house," he said. 
A bus stop that's become an oasis from the heat

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People drink water at a distribution center at a bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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In Ahmedabad's city center, a 25-meter stretch of a bus stop has been draped with mats made of straw which, when sprinkled with water, immediately cool the hot wind. Sprinklers installed on the bus stop roof lightly spray cool water on the commuters below, providing instant relief from the blazing heat just a step away. 

    
"When nothing like this was here, it was really hot. What they've done is really good. Senior citizens like me can get some cooling from the heat," said 77-year-old Ratilal Bhoire, who was waiting under the sprinklers with his daughter. Bhoire said when he was younger, Ahmedabad was hot, but it was still possible to walk many kilometers without feeling dizzy, even at the height of summer. "Nowadays you can't do that," he said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wait for a bus at a cool bus stop in Ahmedabad, India, Wednesday, April 2, 2025. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)]
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Heat is the city's biggest problem and heat waves -- continuous days of extreme heat -- are increasing, said Dr. Tejas Shah of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, who oversees the city's heat action plan. "We are in the period of climate change, and it has already shown its effect," said Shah. 
Shah and other city officials said the onset of summer has become a testing time and efforts such as cool roofs and cool bus stops are reducing heat-related illness and deaths. As climate projections predict only hotter and longer summers for his city, Shah said being prepared is the only thing to do.
"It (the heat) needs to be addressed in the proper way," he said.
___
Follow Sibi Arasu on X at @sibi123
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    How cruise ship passengers can stay safe from the latest version of norovirus




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The Queen Mary 2 prepares to depart the Red Hook Terminal, bound for Southampton, England, in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Nov. 11, 2018. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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            By 
            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        For Americans planning cruise ship vacations this spring or summer, there could be reason to worry about more than rough seas, experts say.
Recent government cuts included top staff at the Vessel Sanitation Program, which is run by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and conducts inspections and investigates illnesses.
The reductions, part of larger Trump administration cuts, come amid a surge in cruise ship outbreaks fueled by a new strain of norovirus.
So far this year, there have been 16 illness outbreaks reported on cruise ships in the CDC's jurisdiction, mostly from norovirus, compared with 18 outbreaks in all of 2024 and 14 in 2023, VSP reports show. U.S. officials conducted nearly 200 inspections of 150 ships last year.
"Certainly it's something that would be on my mind if was getting ready to get on that cruise ship," said Donald Schaffner, a food science expert at Rutgers University.
Here's what you need to know about staying safe on board: 

    
    
    
What happened to the CDC's Vessel Sanitation Program? 
U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. launched a broad restructuring of the nation's health agencies in April. The move eliminated the CDC's Division of Environmental Health Science and Practice, which housed the cruise ship vessel program, along with others focused on asthma, air quality, lead exposure in children and other issues.
Four full-time CDC staff, including scientists, were dismissed, said Erik Svendsen, the division's fired former director. The program also employed 12 U.S. Public Health Service commissioned officers, who remain. 
The officers, however, lack the expertise of the scientists who were let go, Svendsen said. In addition, the program was already understaffed, he said. 
"It's going to put them back many months before they're really functional again," he said.
A CDC spokesperson said in a statement that the VSP work "has not stopped."
"Critical programs in the CDC will continue under Secretary Kennedy's vision to streamline HHS to better serve Americans," the statement said.

    
How often do cruise passengers get sick?
About 18 million people board cruises in North America each year, part of nearly 32 million passengers worldwide, according to the Cruise Lines International Association, an industry trade group. Cruise industry officials say the chance of contracting a gastrointestinal illness is far greater on land than on a ship. 
Norovirus is the most common ailment tracked on ships, though other outbreaks do occur.
Of the 19 million to 21 million norovirus illnesses that occur each year in the U.S., less than 1% are tied to cruises, said Lee-Ann Jaykus, a North Carolina State University food microbiologist and virologist who has studied norovirus. 
But even that fraction of cases can mean misery for many hundreds of people on ships who come down with symptoms that include sudden onset of vomiting, diarrhea and stomach pain that can last three days, according to the CDC. 
Norovirus is highly contagious, often spread by food or on surfaces, particularly in crowded conditions. It is a short-lived illness for many people, but it can be dangerous for people with underlying health conditions, young children and those aged 65 and older.

    
What about this new strain of norovirus?
There are many different types of norovirus, but typically one dominant strain causes illness outbreaks, Jaykus said.
This year, a new epidemic strain has emerged, called GII.17. This version has circulated at low levels for years, but it was behind a surge in U.S. norovirus outbreaks this past winter. 
Between Aug. 1 and April 9, more than 2,400 suspected or confirmed norovirus outbreaks were reported to a CDC monitoring system, roughly double for the same period a year earlier. The GII.17 strain has been responsible for nearly 80% of them, the CDC reported.
"It's new to the population," Jaykus said, which means most people don't have immunity to the germ, so it can spread more widely. 

    
I booked a cruise! How can I keep from getting sick?
People infected with norovirus typically shed "literally billions of viral particles," said Schaffner, the food safety expert. And it only takes a few viral particles to make someone sick.
The first rule should be for sick people to stay home, he said. That's not possible on a cruise. 
If people get sick on a cruise ship, they're required to report the illness and isolate themselves, but many fail to do so.
"You spent all this money for a fancy cruise and you're feeling a little bit under the weather, so you tough it out," Schaffner said. "But in the meantime, now you spread the virus."
Passengers should be alert for signs of illness, even in other travelers. Vomit, for instance, can spread norovirus particles into the air, Schaffner noted.
"If you're in a situation where you see someone vomit, immediately walk away from them, ideally into the wind," he said.
Washing hands frequently is key, especially after using the bathroom or before eating and drinking. Using soap and water is best; wash for at least 20 seconds, scrubbing well. Hand sanitizer alone doesn't work well against norovirus, the CDC notes.

    
Cruise lines have extensive sanitation protocols in place that are monitored through the CDC's vessel program, which is paid for by industry through inspection and other fees that total tens of thousands of dollars per ship per year.
It remains to be seen how cuts to the program will affect inspections and outbreak investigations in the future, Schaffner said.
"If you want to have no disease outbreaks, all you have to do is fire all the epidemiologists," he said. "And there'll be no one there to investigate."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Altar acupuncture: A Minneapolis church brings well-being sessions to its migrant ministry




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Marakah Mancini de Leon performs a Reiki treatment near a sign in Spanish reading, ]
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            Marakah Mancini de Leon performs a Reiki treatment near a sign in Spanish reading, "Christ is risen," in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guadalupe Gonzalez, foreground center, and two other practitioners perform Reiki treatments in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, where congregant Lizete Vega, left, helped organize wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Guadalupe Gonzalez, foreground center, and two other practitioners perform Reiki treatments in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, where congregant Lizete Vega, left, helped organize wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Juan Carlos Toapanta receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Juan Carlos Toapanta receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Rev. Hierald Osorto speaks to the congregation of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which holds wellness sessions after Sunday worship in the sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            The Rev. Hierald Osorto speaks to the congregation of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which holds wellness sessions after Sunday worship in the sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Acupuncturist Kahlyn Keilty-Lucas starts a treatment at St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which holds wellness sessions after Sunday worship in the sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Acupuncturist Kahlyn Keilty-Lucas starts a treatment at St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which holds wellness sessions after Sunday worship in the sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Juan Carlos Toapanta, foreground, and Martha Dominguez, background, receive acupuncture treatments in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Juan Carlos Toapanta, foreground, and Martha Dominguez, background, receive acupuncture treatments in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Martha Dominguez receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Martha Dominguez receives an acupuncture treatment in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness sessions as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guadalupe Gonzalez performs a Reiki treatment as Limber Saliero, background right, undergoes an acupuncture session in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness programs as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Guadalupe Gonzalez performs a Reiki treatment as Limber Saliero, background right, undergoes an acupuncture session in the sanctuary of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, which recently added wellness programs as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Congregants of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church receive acupuncture treatments in the sanctuary after worship during a wellness program the church started as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Congregants of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church receive acupuncture treatments in the sanctuary after worship during a wellness program the church started as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spring blossoms bloom on a tree next to the entrance of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, a congregation founded by Swedish immigrants in the late 19th century that has started offering wellness programs in its sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)]
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            Spring blossoms bloom on a tree next to the entrance of St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, a congregation founded by Swedish immigrants in the late 19th century that has started offering wellness programs in its sanctuary as part of its migrant ministry, in Minneapolis, Sunday, April 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Giovanna Dell'Orto)
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            GIOVANNA DELL'ORTO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Right after Sunday worship at St. Paul's-San Pablo Lutheran Church, Juan Carlos Toapanta lay in a lounge chair set up by the altar, needles sticking out of his forehead, wrist and foot for an hourlong acupuncture session.
"Just like the Lord's light helps emotionally, the body's pain is treated as well," said the Ecuadorian construction worker, who suffers from sciatica and has worshipped at the Minneapolis church for about five months. "Everything feels freed, emotionally."
Founded by Swedish immigrants in the late 19th century, the church is now a predominantly Latino congregation. Like most other churches in the U.S. that serve migrants, it has expanded its humanitarian, financial, legal and pastoral ministries during the Trump administration's immigration crackdown.
It has also added monthly well-being sessions -- at no charge -- with acupuncture, Reiki and cupping therapy to ease the stress that uncertainty and fear have sown among the migrant community -- including people in the U.S. illegally and U.S.-born citizens in mixed-status families.
"We have to feel well to respond well, not with panic and fear, which leads to nothing good," said Lizete Vega, the church's family engagement coordinator. "People here feel that they're protected and can be cared for spiritually, emotionally and physically."

    
    
    
Mental health and faith ministry collaborations increase
Faith leaders have increasingly found themselves called to help their congregations with mental health concerns, from chaplains in the U.S. Navy to pastors in the rural heartland.
Some see the need to provide reassurance and well-being as a growing part of their ministry to migrants, even as revised federal immigration guidelines now provide more leeway for enforcement in or near houses of worship.
"It was as if they were able to exhale a big breath," the Rev. Hierald Osorto said of the 30 congregants who signed up for the first well-being session in March at St. Paul's, where an outdoor mural features two traditional Swedish Dala horses between the Spanish words "sanacion" (healing) and "resiliencia" (resilience).
After last Sunday's worship, the altar table and Easter lilies were moved to make room for seven acupuncture chairs, arranged in a circle facing the central cross. Three massage tables were set up in front of the pews for the Reiki treatment, where practitioners hold their hands on or near the body's energy centers.
"To see this space be quite literally a place of healing, in the place where we talk about it right at the altar, it moved me to tears," Osorto said.
Rising anxiety and confusion affect migrants' mental health and well-being
Wellness practitioners and mental health clinicians say anxiety and depression among those they serve in migrant communities have spread and intensified this year.
Already, migrants often arrive with severe trauma from violence they fled in their home countries as well as attacks along cartel-controlled routes to and through the U.S. border.
Women in particular often suffer sexual violence on the journey. For many, the fear that they or someone in their families might be deported is revictimizing. That makes it imperative that "safe places" exist where they can focus on wellness, said Noeline Maldonado, executive director of The Healing Center, which helps domestic and sexual violence victims in Brooklyn, New York.
Sessions that promote grounding and mindfulness are necessary to cope with the stress of both immediate crises as well as long-term unpredictability as immigration policies shift.
"Uncertainty is the biggest thing," said Cheryl Aguilar, director of Hope Center for Wellness in the Washington, D.C., area, which has partnered with churches to provide mental health programs.
Being in community and cultivating hope is crucial because many people are responding to fear with rising anxiety, traumatic symptoms and isolation, all of which can have lasting consequences, Aguilar added.
"It's nonstop work, nonstop fear," said Sarah Howell, a clinical social worker in Houston with more than a decade of experience in migration-related trauma. "Every issue seems bigger."
Howell said many of her clients in Texas are realizing they can't live in a state of constant alarm, and the respite that wellness programs can bring becomes essential.
Finding healing in houses of worship
"People feel hopeless, but they have to keep fighting," said Guadalupe Gonzalez, one of the bilingual Reiki practitioners whose organization, Odigo Wellness, partnered with St. Paul's in Minneapolis to offer the sessions.
She said she had some doubts about offering these healing practices inside a church -- a large space with light flooding in and people moving through.
"But the sanctuary has a very nice, very positive energy," Gonzalez said. "As practitioners we feel a lot of emotions."
Several congregants who attended last Sunday's two-hour wellness session said they felt both the energy and the connection between these healing practices and faith.
Martha Dominguez came bouncing down the altar steps after an acupuncture session. Grinning, she said she had never imagined a church would offer these kinds of "benefits."
"Yes, it helps so much," said the Mexican immigrant. "It takes the stress away from you."
Limber Saliero, a roofer from Ecuador who has been worshipping at St. Paul's for more than a year, said he had never heard of acupuncture but decided to try it.
"I felt like an energy that was flowing into me," he said.
Vanessa Arcos tried acupuncture with her sister and her father, while her mother got a Reiki treatment. The family started attending the church the week they arrived in Minnesota from their home state of Guerrero, Mexico, almost a decade ago.
Lying in the lounge chair next to a statue of the Virgin of Guadalupe, Arcos said she overcame her fear of needles and found the treatment relaxing for both muscles and mind.
"It felt very peaceful, very safe," Arcos said. "It's important to do little things for yourself."
___
This story has been updated to correct Lizete Vega's job title to family engagement coordinator instead of its Latino outreach coordinator. It has also been corrected to reflect that Limber Saliero has worshipped at St. Paul's for more than a year, instead of five years.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Do you really need that extra ChapStick? Here are tips to reduce and tame workplace clutter
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It starts with a Post-it note scrawled with a reminder. Then a chocolate bar you'll probably eat later. An extra charging cord or two find their way into the mix, along with a laptop, a folder full of projects, a lanyard from a recent conference and a permission slip sent home from school.
And soon, the pile of things on your desk that are set aside for later becomes a giant, overwhelming stack.
The chaos of modern life and the ease of accumulating cheap items through online shopping have contributed to an abundance of clutter. That's true in home offices and traditional workspaces alike. And those jumbles of misplaced belongings can drain our mental resources, distracting us from work and dragging down our productivity.
"Clutter reduces our bandwidth. It negatively affects our perception of our environment or ourselves," said Marietta Van Den Berg, psychiatrist and medical director for Surrey Memorial Hospital in British Columbia. "It influences whether we make good choices or not. And it even influences our levels of stress and our levels of sleep."
Researchers at UCLA found that women who were living with a high density of household objects had high levels of the stress hormone cortisol.
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                In one Indian city, reflective paint and bus stop sprinklers offer relief from killer heat
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                How cruise ship passengers can stay safe from the latest version of norovirus
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                Altar acupuncture: A Minneapolis church brings well-being sessions to its migrant ministry
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




As households and workplaces embark on spring cleaning, it's possible to reduce clutter and find more mental peace.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Things circulate into our lives all too easily. We need a competitive plan for things to circulate out," said Matt Baier, owner of Matt Baier Organizing in Stamford, Connecticut. "A good example of that is buying on Amazon. It's so easy. Boxes come in. We have so many houses that are just piled with boxes, opened and unopened, things that need to be returned, boxes that need throwing out."

    
    
    
A pile of postponed decisions
There are many reasons we accumulate clutter. Sometimes we don't know where to put whatever's landed in our hands. Other times a paper represents a task -- whether it's paying a bill or making a phone call -- that we can't tackle right away.
"Clutter is actually just a postponed decision or action," Van Den Berg said. "It's things we pick up and put down. So we're not making a decision about that piece of paper on your desk, or that book."
Taking a minute to put an item away in its proper place can save time in the long run. The paper that requires a phone call can go into a bin labeled "Action Items." 
"If everything's chaotic and you can't find anything, you're not bringing your best self to work," said Renee Brown, owner of Renee Brown Organizing, based in Minneapolis.
Making time for decluttering
A messy workspace can be intimidating. But you don't have to tackle it all in one day, Brown said. Committing to small decluttering sessions over the course of a week or months can make a difference.
" Look at your schedule. Can you find 15 minutes or 30 minutes and block it?" Brown asked. If you have more time, spend an hour. Set a timer and see how much you can get done, she advised.
Some workplaces are setting aside time for employees to declutter their files and email inboxes weekly or quarterly, said Jenny Albertini, owner of Decluttered by Jenny, who works with individual and corporate clients. 
"It's OK to spend an hour a week or however much you need to declutter your inboxes, organize your files," Albertini said. "Having that time scheduled in is what makes people feel accountable."
Employees can gather on Zoom to support each other while decluttering, she said.
Start by sorting
Many professional organizers suggest sorting objects of the same category together. That way, you can see how much of each group you have and let go of any extras. After gathering office supplies, you may find you have more staplers or charging cords than you'll ever need.
And with the full picture, Albertini said, "we can suddenly say, 'Oh, I didn't realize I kept buying extra pens, because some were in this drawer, and some were over in this cup, and some were in that shopping bag on the floor.'"
Baier, who demonstrates decluttering strategies on YouTube, recommends sorting on a clean surface such as a folding table. Set up bins for trash, recycling and papers to shred. Bankers boxes are convenient for sorting, and you can label them with sticky notes for categories such as electronics, office supplies and keepsakes, he said.
Label one box "elsewhere" for items that belong in a different room; but distribute them later so you don't get distracted, Baier said.
Once you've sorted items into categories, then go through each box to eliminate what you don't need. 
Tackling piles of papers
When facing a mass of paperwork, consider whether you're legally required to keep certain files, and then ask, "when was the last time you used this document?" Albertini said.
"Do you have anything coming up that you know you need it for? Is this hard copy the only one? Would you be able to do your work or task if you didn't have this anymore?" she said.
Baier recommends dividing papers into four groups: running files, which you need to act on; sitting files, which you need to access regularly; sleeping files, which you need to keep just in case but can store remotely; and dead files, which you no longer need.
"Identify why you keep the files, because when you're clear on why you keep something, it takes you to where it should go," Baier said.
With a paper decluttering system in place, you can repeat it annually and it should only take about 20 minutes, he said.
Digital decluttering
When organizing digital files, take the same approach as paper: Sort into categories, then reduce. Work in short bursts of time to prevent decision fatigue, Albertini said.
"We're really looking to deduplicate items or reduce the number that you have that really aren't that special," Albertini said.
With presentations, delete drafts and keep the final product. If you have photos of an event, choose the best two or three and delete the rest. With email, ask yourself, "Will I need this email again to get my job done? Will it provide knowledge or motivation for future work?" If the answer is no, delete it, Albertini said.
In some email programs, you can automatically send mail from a specific client or team into a folder. If you have thousands of unread emails, you can move those to a digital archive at the end of the year, Brown said. 
Think before you buy

One obvious way to reduce office clutter is to buy fewer things. It can be tempting to buy drawer dividers or trays to organize pens and scissors. But another route is to reuse cardboard iPhone or greeting card boxes.
"You don't have to go out and get expensive items," Brown said. "Let's find what you already have in the house and use it instead."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Working Well: Returning to the office can disrupt life. Here are some tips to navigate the changes
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jason LaCroix felt privileged to work from home, especially as a father to two young children. He needed flexibility when his son, then 6, suffered a brain injury and spent 35 days in intensive care.
LaCroix, a senior systems engineer based in Atlanta, took time off and then worked from home while managing his son's care and appointments. But LaCroix was laid off last February from that job, where he'd been working remotely for five years. His new role requires him to spend four days a week in a company office and commute for three hours a day.
"I want to be around for my kids," LaCroix, 44, said. "It's very important for me to be around for my son, because we almost lost him."
Heading into 2025, thousands of workers face an unsettling reality: after years of working from the comfort of home, they must return to the office full-time for the first time since the coronavirus pandemic or look for new work. 
Employees at Amazon, AT&T and other companies have been called back to the office five days per week. President-elect Donald Trump has vowed to fire federal workers who don't show up to do their jobs in-person. 
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                In one Indian city, reflective paint and bus stop sprinklers offer relief from killer heat
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"People always want to have flexibility," said Mark Ma, a University of Pittsburgh associate professor of business administration. "I have never heard anyone telling me that I thank my job because it's so rigid in its schedule."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Ma researched what happened when technology and finance companies in the S&P 500 stopped allowing employees to work remotely in recent years. He found the companies experienced high turnover rates after implementing return-to-office mandates, especially among female employees -- who often have childcare responsibilities -- and senior-level executives.

    
    
    
"Over the years, people have adjusted their lives. They've figured out, 'Oh wow, I can pick my kids up for school. Wow. I can caretake for my aging parents while I am still working,'" said Shavon Terrell-Camper, a therapist and mental wellness coach. "Once you have tasted work-from-home ... it's difficult to see your life going back to something that could've been unsustainable from the beginning." 
Workers and experts have advice to share about how to navigate the changes when an employer calls you back to the office. 
Seek flexibility 
Employers can compromise if their goal is to increase how much time staff members spend together. Ma suggests an "employee-choice" approach which gives teams the authority to decide how many days they will work in the office as a group. 
If that's not an option, employees also can ask to adjust their hours. LaCroix leaves home at 5 a.m. and works in the office until 2 p.m. to reduce time in traffic and allow him to be home when his kids get off the bus after school. His employer requires eight hours in the workplace but is flexible on which hours.
"A lot of people are pushing back, and they are trying to work out scenarios to see what type of flexibility does exist within the mandate," Terrell-Camper said.
Some are coming up with work-arounds that aren't endorsed by upper management. "Coffee badging" is a technique that involves heading to the office, swiping a company ID, having a coffee and leaving to work from home. Desperate to hold onto valuable employees, supervisors have tried a "hushed hybrid" approach, where they take their subordinates' ID badges and swipe them "in" and "out" to make it appear they've been in the office, Ma said. 
It's best to have an honest conversation with a manager about any personal needs and to "ask for forgiveness ahead of time, because your family is the most important thing," said Amy Dufrane, CEO of the Human Resource Certification Institute. Many companies have employee assistance programs that do more than most people realize, such as directing employees to resources that can help them care for parents or children, she said. 
Say what you need
Medical conditions can make it especially challenging to work on-site. Kyle Ankney, a public relations strategist based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has cerebral palsy and needs a nurse to help him change a catheter three times a day. His health insurance will only send a nurse to one location, so working in an office isn't an option. 
"If that weren't an issue, I could find my way into the office," he said. 
Ankney, who ran his own PR firm for years, was seeking director-level roles, but a recruiter told him he should consider less-senior roles because of his need to work remotely. Instead, he applied to director-level jobs that were advertised as on-site or hybrid, and then reached out to explain his circumstances and ask if the hiring companies were open to him working from home. 
"While I would never normally, especially in a career setting, lead with, 'I have cerebral palsy and I'm in a wheelchair,' I'm finding that I'm almost having to make myself vulnerable in that way just to see if the opportunity is even there for me," Ankney said.
Weigh your options
Landing a fully remote job can be competitive. "There are going to be many people that don't have the luxury just to leave" their current jobs if they're required to return to the office, "especially in a volatile market such as we're in right now," Terrell-Camper said.
Attorney Holly Keerikatte was recently working on-site five days a week at a hospital, commuting about three hours a day and looking for a role that allowed more time with her family. She received two job offers. One was fully remote. The other paid 50% more but required a long commute. She recalled reading the phrase, "The only people who remember you worked late are your children." She chose the remote job. 
"My primary driver is what's best for my family," Keerikatte said. "My advice is to be up-front and transparent about what you want, what you're looking for and why."
Find bright spots 
When faced with the inevitability of returning to an office, look for the positives. Friendships can blossom as colleagues take coffee breaks together or sample new lunch spots. In-person conversations can spark ideas that wouldn't surface at home.
Employers can ease the transition by organizing activities that create camaraderie. For example, managers can put together a series of talks about the transition and have groups share what works for them, Dufrane said.
Face-to-face contact allows people to better understand what colleagues are thinking and doing, which helps prevent resentment and can provide helpful feedback. 
Video director Deborah Ann DeSnoo, who owns Plug-In Inc., a video production company in Chofu, Japan, says she has worked in many countries where the film industry was male-dominated and female directors like her were uncommon. She makes a point to connect with colleagues in person, giving her a chance to bond.
"You can read the air in a different way, and you find a solution," DeSnoo said. "When you're on a Zoom and they ignore you, there's nothing you can do."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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    Taking a mental health leave from work is an option most people don't know about
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Her first panic attack came at a company-wide meeting, right before her scheduled presentation. Carolina Lasso had given many similar talks about her marketing team's accomplishments. When her name was called this time, she couldn't speak.
"I felt a knot in my throat," Lasso said. "My head, it felt like it was inside a bubble. I couldn't hear, I couldn't see, and it felt like an eternity. It was just a few seconds, but it was so profound, and in a way earth-shattering to me."
Lasso was struggling after a cross-country move followed by a divorce. Her boss suggested a mental health leave, a possibility she didn't know existed. She worried whether taking time off would affect how her team viewed her or cost her a future promotion, but in the end she did. 
"I'm thankful for that opportunity to take the time to heal," Lasso, 43, said. "Many people feel guilty when they take a leave of absence when it's mental health-related. ... There is some extra weight that we carry on our shoulders, as if it had been our fault."
Despite a fear of repercussions, more adults are recognizing that stepping back from work to deal with emotional burdens or psychological conditions that get in the way of their lives is a necessary choice, one that a growing number of employers recognize. 
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ComPsych Corp., a provider of employee mental health programs and absence management services, encourages its business clients to make the well-being of workers a priority before individuals get to a breaking point while also having processes in place for those who require leaves of absence. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, collectively we've just been in this constant state of turmoil," Jennifer Birdsall, the senior clinical director at ComPysch, said. "We just have had this barrage of change and uncertainty."

    
    
    
Depression, anxiety and adjustment disorder, which involves excessive reactions to stress, were the top three diagnoses of employees who took mental health leaves in the past two years among clients of Alight, a Chicago-based technology company which administers leaves and benefits for large employers.
Structuring a leave
A mental health leave can last weeks or months. In some cases, workers get approval to work a reduced schedule or to take short periods of time off when needed, using an approach called "intermittent leave." 
At most U.S. organizations with 50 or more employees, people can request leaves through the Family and Medical Leave Act. The federal law entitles workers with serious health conditions to paid or unpaid leaves of up to 12 weeks, depending on state and local laws. 
Some employers require people to use sick days or accumulated vacation days to continue receiving a paycheck while out. For longer leaves, workers can access short-term disability plans, if their employer offers one. 
Lasso's leave lasted six months, and included therapy and travel to India for additional treatment. She returned to her job but decided after a year to leave for good. She later launched a business to train people on fostering a more humane work culture. 
A mental health leave is "not only OK, but it can really unlock new possibilities once we have the time to do the work -- therapy, medication, whatever it is -- and have enough distance from work to be able to reconnect with ourselves," Lasso said.
Talking openly about struggles
A social stigma around mental health challenges causes many people to avoid seeking treatment or requesting a leave of absence. Newton Cheng, director of health and performance at Google, hopes to change that by sharing his own struggles. 
His first self-disclosure happened during the pandemic, when a senior manager invited employees at a meeting to share how they were doing. When it was his turn, Cheng started crying. 
He explained he was struggling to live up to his expectations of himself as a father and didn't know how to turn things around.
"It was just totally horrifying to me because, one, I had just cried in front of my coworkers and I was definitely taught as a professional -- and as a man -- you do not do that," Cheng recalled. "And then two, I had never really articulated and said out loud those words. I hadn't even allowed myself to think that. But now they're out there and I had to face them."
Colleagues responded by relaying their own struggles, but Cheng's difficulties continued. By February 2021, he couldn't get out of bed because he felt paralyzed by dread, he said. A therapist said he was showing symptoms of major depression and anxiety.
"I just realized, 'I'm struggling a lot and this goes pretty deep. I don't think I can keep just putting duct tape on this. I probably need to take some leave,'" Cheng recalled. 
Hoping his decision would benefit others, he announced to 200 people at a conference that he planned to take mental health leave. Instead of derailing the gathering as he feared, his honesty inspired fellow conference attendees to open up.
"It was like a fireworks show," Cheng said. "They're like, 'Wow, I can't believe he did that.' Then they forgot about me. But the tone was set. It was like 'Oh, this is what we're doing. Let me talk about what's going on with me, too.'"
Take the time you need
While balancing classes and a full-time job during her last year of college, Rosalie Mae began struggling to get out of bed and crying uncontrollably. Yet she felt like she had "to keep it together" to avoid burdening her colleagues at the University of Utah bookstore, where Mae worked as an accounting clerk. 
Then she found herself calling a suicide hotline. "Once it reached that point, I knew, especially at the urging of my husband, we need to do something more," Mae, 24, said.
In her case, that meant taking a five-week work leave to put her own health and well-being first. She recommends the same for others who find themselves in a similar position. 
"Taking a mental health leave is not necessarily a cure-all, but it is important to give yourself a break and allow yourself to regroup, make a plan of how to proceed and take the steps to work towards feeling better," Mae said.
Telling managers and colleagues
Before broaching the subject of a mental health leave with a manager, consider the workplace culture and the strength of your professional relationships, Cheng said. He recalls saying, "For my health and well-being, and the sake of my family and what's best for the business, the least risky thing for me to do is to go on leave soon." 
Individuals who suspect an unsympathetic reception can simply say, "I need to go on medical leave. I need time to recover," he advised. 
There's also no legal or ethical requirement to tell everyone you work with the nature of your leave. 
"Your coworkers don't need to know why," said Seth Turner, co-founder of AbsenceSoft, a leave and accommodation management solutions provider. "They just need to know, 'I'm going to be here at this time, and I'm going to be gone at this time, and I'll be back.'"
___

Have you overcome an obstacle or made a profound change in your work? Send your questions and story ideas to [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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                    Entertainment

    AP PHOTOS: A look at the second day of the Cannes Film Festival




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Greg Tarzan Davis, from left, editor Eddie Hamilton, Angela Bassett, Tramell Tillman, Tom Cruise, director Christopher McQuarrie, Hannah Waddingham, Simon Pegg, Esai Morales, and Pom Klementieff take a selfie upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Greg Tarzan Davis, from left, editor Eddie Hamilton, Angela Bassett, Tramell Tillman, Tom Cruise, director Christopher McQuarrie, Hannah Waddingham, Simon Pegg, Esai Morales, and Pom Klementieff take a selfie upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- Much of the cinema world has descended on the Cannes Film Festival as the French Riviera extravaganza kicks off its 78th edition. 

Three years after flying into the Cannes Film Festival with "Top Gun: Maverick," Tom Cruise returned to the Croisette on Wednesday with "Mission: Impossible -- Final Reckoning."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zoe Saldana poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]



        

        
        
            
                    Zoe Saldana poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tramell Tillman, from left, director Christopher McQuarrie, Hannah Waddingham, and Angela Bassett take a selfie upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tramell Tillman, from left, director Christopher McQuarrie, Hannah Waddingham, and Angela Bassett take a selfie upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Halle Berry poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Halle Berry poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Andie MacDowell poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Andie MacDowell poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eva Longoria poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Eva Longoria poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cuba Gooding Jr. poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Cuba Gooding Jr. poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pom Klementieff poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Pom Klementieff poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hayley Atwell, left, and Tom Cruise pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hayley Atwell, left, and Tom Cruise pose for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tom Cruise poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tom Cruise poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chloe Lecareux poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Chloe Lecareux poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tom Cruise poses for photographers during the photo call for the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tom Cruise poses for photographers during the photo call for the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Director Christopher McQuarrie poses for photographers during the photo call for the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Director Christopher McQuarrie poses for photographers during the photo call for the film 'Mission: Impossible - The Final Reckoning' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Director Mascha Schilinski poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Sound of Falling' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Director Mascha Schilinski poses for photographers upon arrival at the premiere of the film 'Sound of Falling' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Aissa Maiga, from left, Mohamed Grayaa, Toure Blamassi, Foued Zaazaa, Deborah Christelle Lobe Naney, Laetitia Ky and Didar Domehri pose for photographers at the photo call for the film 'Promised Sky' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Aissa Maiga, from left, Mohamed Grayaa, Toure Blamassi, Foued Zaazaa, Deborah Christelle Lobe Naney, Laetitia Ky and Didar Domehri pose for photographers at the photo call for the film 'Promised Sky' at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jury president Alice Rohrwacher poses for photographers at the photo call for the Camera d'Or jury at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Jury president Alice Rohrwacher poses for photographers at the photo call for the Camera d'Or jury at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jury president Molly Manning Walker, centre, and jury members Nahuel Perez Biscayart, from left, Vanja Kaludjercic, Louise Courvoisier, and Roberto Minervini pose for photographers at the photo call for the Un Certain Regard jury at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Jury president Molly Manning Walker, centre, and jury members Nahuel Perez Biscayart, from left, Vanja Kaludjercic, Louise Courvoisier, and Roberto Minervini pose for photographers at the photo call for the Un Certain Regard jury at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jury president Molly Manning Walker poses for photographers at the photo call for the Un Certain Regard jury at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Jury president Molly Manning Walker poses for photographers at the photo call for the Un Certain Regard jury at the 78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
This gallery features daily highlights from the festival, curated by Associated Press photo editors.
___
For more coverage of the 2025 Cannes Film Festival, visit https://apnews.com/hub/cannes-film-festival.
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                    World News

    AP PHOTOS: Trump continues four-day Middle East tour to boost US-Gulf ties




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump smiles on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump smiles on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEo of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEo of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, in the presence of Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan bin Ali Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs, left, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, in the presence of Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan bin Ali Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs, left, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Qatar Air Force F-15 jets perform a flyover as Air Force One is ready to depart from Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            Qatar Air Force F-15 jets perform a flyover as Air Force One is ready to depart from Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump gestures on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump gestures on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani gestures next to President Donald Trump at Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani gestures next to President Donald Trump at Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump walks on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump walks on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth attends along with President Donald Trump a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, in the presence of Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan bin Ali Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            10 of 27 | 
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[image: President Donald Trump is greeted by Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as he arrives on Air Force One at Hamad International Airport in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump is greeted by Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as he arrives on Air Force One at Hamad International Airport in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by the Saudi Royal Palace, President Donald Trump, centre, and Secretary of State Marco Rubio , third from right, meet with Syria's interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa, second left, and with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, second right, in Riyadh, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Bandar Aljaloud/Saudi Royal Palace via AP)]
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            In this photo released by the Saudi Royal Palace, President Donald Trump, centre, and Secretary of State Marco Rubio , third from right, meet with Syria's interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa, second left, and with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, second right, in Riyadh, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Bandar Aljaloud/Saudi Royal Palace via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks during the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks during the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani take part in an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani take part in an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani welcomes President Donald Trump during an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani welcomes President Donald Trump during an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman shake hands after exchanging documents during a signing ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman shake hands after exchanging documents during a signing ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of a traditional Saudi honor guard with their golden swords wait for the arrival of President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            Members of a traditional Saudi honor guard with their golden swords wait for the arrival of President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for the group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for the group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speak during a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speak during a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speaks as they meet delegations during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speaks as they meet delegations during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks with Oman's Deputy Prime Minister for International Affairs Al Sayyid Asaad Tariq Taimur Al Said, center, and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as they arrive to attend a group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks with Oman's Deputy Prime Minister for International Affairs Al Sayyid Asaad Tariq Taimur Al Said, center, and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as they arrive to attend a group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump walks with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump walks with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump gestures to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman as he greets Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, Saudi ambassador to the United States, at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025 (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump gestures to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman as he greets Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, Saudi ambassador to the United States, at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025 (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman pose for a photo at the King Abdulaziz International Conference Center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman pose for a photo at the King Abdulaziz International Conference Center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            U.S. President Donald Trump met Wednesday with Syria's interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa, the first such encounter between the two nations' leaders in 25 years. The meeting, on the sidelines of Trump get-together with the leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council, marks a major turn of events for a Syria still adjusting to life after the over 50-year, iron-gripped rule of the Assad family.
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            Syrians took to the streets in cities across the country to celebrate following U.S. President Donald Trump's announcement that he will ease sanctions and move to normalize relations with the new government to give the country "a chance at peace." (AP video shot by Ghaith Alsayed and Omar Al Bam /Production by Malak Harb)
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[image: President Donald Trump gestures on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump gestures on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Qatar Air Force F-15 jets perform a flyover as Air Force One is ready to depart from Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani gestures next to President Donald Trump at Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani gestures next to President Donald Trump at Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump walks on stage at the Al Udeid Air Base, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump speaks during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, in the presence of Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan bin Ali Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs, left, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks as Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace smiles during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump speaks as Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace smiles during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEo of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEo of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth attends along with President Donald Trump a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth attends along with President Donald Trump a business roundtable, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks, seated between Kelly Ortberg President and CEO of Boeing, left, and Larry Culp, CEO of GE Aerospace during a business roundtable, in the presence of Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Hassan bin Ali Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs, Thursday, May 15, 2025, in Doha, Qatar. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump is greeted by Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as he arrives on Air Force One at Hamad International Airport in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks during the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: In this photo released by the Saudi Royal Palace, President Donald Trump, centre, and Secretary of State Marco Rubio , third from right, meet with Syria's interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa, second left, and with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, second right, in Riyadh, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (Bandar Aljaloud/Saudi Royal Palace via AP)]
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U.S. President Donald Trump met with Syria's interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday as he continues his three-nation visit this week meant to tackle multiple crises and conflicts across the Middle East.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani take part in an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump gestures as meets Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani welcomes President Donald Trump during an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani welcomes President Donald Trump during an official welcoming ceremony at the Amiri Diwan in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman shake hands after exchanging documents during a signing ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Members of a traditional Saudi honor guard with their golden swords wait for the arrival of President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for the group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speak during a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump arrives with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman for a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: President Donald Trump salutes as he greets with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman delegations at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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[image: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman joins President Donald Trump to greet delegations at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman joins President Donald Trump to greet delegations at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks with Oman's Deputy Prime Minister for International Affairs Al Sayyid Asaad Tariq Taimur Al Said, center, and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as they arrive to attend a group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump speaks with Oman's Deputy Prime Minister for International Affairs Al Sayyid Asaad Tariq Taimur Al Said, center, and Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as they arrive to attend a group photo with Gulf Cooperation Council leaders during the GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump speaks with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a coffee ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman walk during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman walk during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman gesture as they meet delegations at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman gesture as they meet delegations at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speak during a meeting at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speak during a meeting at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speaks as they meet delegations during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman speaks as they meet delegations during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of a traditional Saudi honor guard escort the car carrying U.S. President Donald Trump during a welcome ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    Members of a traditional Saudi honor guard escort the car carrying U.S. President Donald Trump during a welcome ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump stands with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a welcome ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump stands with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a welcome ceremony at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump gestures to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman as he greets Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, Saudi ambassador to the United States, at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025 (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump gestures to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman as he greets Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, Saudi ambassador to the United States, at the Royal Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025 (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman pose for a photo at the King Abdulaziz International Conference Center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman pose for a photo at the King Abdulaziz International Conference Center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump walks with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump walks with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during an arrival ceremony at the Royal Terminal of King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, May 13, 2025.(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

The meeting, on the sidelines of Trump's get-together with the leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council, marks a major turn of events for a Syria still adjusting to life after the over 50-year, iron-gripped rule of the Assad family.
This is a photo gallery curated by AP photo editors.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-mideast-saudi-arabia-mbs-qatar-uae-photos-cc507c76b19d30a59f69d15f86008511
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                    Religion

    AP PHOTOS: Orthodox monks carry on long tradition of monastic life at medieval cliffside monastery




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, Sunday, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, Sunday, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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                                        The Monastery of Simonos Petra clings almost impossibly to a sheer cliff above the Aegean Sea in northern Greece.
Also known as Simonopetra or Simon's Rock, the Christian Orthodox monastery transcends country-based branches of the faith by embracing monks from across the world, including converts from non-Orthodox nations.

The monastery is one of 20 in the autonomous all-male monastic community of Mount Athos, known in Greek as Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain. The peninsula is no stranger to foreigners. Of the 20 monasteries, one is Russian, one is Bulgarian and one is Serbian, and the presence of monks from other nations is not unusual.
But it is in Simonos Petra where the greatest range of nationalities lies.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Monks pray during the afternoon liturgy at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Monks pray during the afternoon liturgy at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Simon tolls the bell to summon monks and visitors to afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Simon tolls the bell to summon monks and visitors to afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Makarios shows a 1744 map depicting the Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Makarios shows a 1744 map depicting the Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Kosmas, left, and Father Nyfmon walk in the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Kosmas, left, and Father Nyfmon walk in the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) ]



        

        
        
            
                    Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Monks attend afternoon prayers at Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Monks attend afternoon prayers at Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A monk spreads incense during afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    A monk spreads incense during afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A monk walks along a balcony at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    A monk walks along a balcony at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Archimandrite Eliseos, the abbot of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monaster, prays during the afternoon liturgy at the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Archimandrite Eliseos, the abbot of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monaster, prays during the afternoon liturgy at the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The moon sets behind the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    The moon sets behind the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Serafeim lights a candle inside an ossuary where the shelves are full of the skulls of the deceased monks of the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Serafeim lights a candle inside an ossuary where the shelves are full of the skulls of the deceased monks of the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Serafeim prays in the ossuary of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Serafeim prays in the ossuary of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Archimandrite Eliseos, the abbot of Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, prays during the afternoon liturgy at the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Archimandrite Eliseos, the abbot of Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, prays during the afternoon liturgy at the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Simon uses a mallet and plank to summon monks and visitors to afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Simon uses a mallet and plank to summon monks and visitors to afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Isaiah leaves after dinner at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Isaiah leaves after dinner at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Isaiah uses a crane to deliver supplies to the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Isaiah uses a crane to deliver supplies to the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Isaiah uses a crane to lift supplies into the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Isaiah uses a crane to lift supplies into the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Paisios is followed by cats walks at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]



        

        
        
            
                    Father Paisios is followed by cats walks at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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[image: Father Simon tolls the bell to summon monks and visitors to afternoon prayers at the Simonopetra, or Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community of Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Clinging to a Greek cliff, this monastery welcomes people from around the world. No women allowed
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Father Makarios, from France, the librarian of Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, poses for a portrait at the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, April 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)  ]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Meet the Mount Athos monks living at Simonos Petra monastery in northern Greece
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    In India, Indigenous women and their 'dream maps' seek to protect lands from climate change
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            Indigenous women in India have watched their villages' common areas under threat from climate change. Now they are leading an effort to speak up for their needs. (AP Video by Piyush Nagpal. Produced by Julian Trejo Bax)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kamala Kadria, third from right, a woman from the Gadaba Indigenous community, points to a spot on a map they made as others look on in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Kamala Kadria, third from right, a woman from the Gadaba Indigenous community, points to a spot on a map they made as others look on in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sunita Muduli, right, from the Paroja Indigenous community, along with others, tries to catch fish in a stream during the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Sunita Muduli, right, from the Paroja Indigenous community, along with others, tries to catch fish in a stream during the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Saita Dhangada Majhiin, right, from the Gadaba Indigenous community marks the boundary of her village area with the help of others in Pangan Pani village in Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



            
        
        
        
    

    
        
            8 of 21 | 
            Saita Dhangada Majhiin, right, from the Gadaba Indigenous community marks the boundary of her village area with the help of others in Pangan Pani village in Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kamala Kadria, a woman from the Gadaba Indigenous community, points to a spot on a map they made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Kamala Kadria, a woman from the Gadaba Indigenous community, points to a spot on a map they made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of Paroja Indigenous community discuss the maps they have made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Members of Paroja Indigenous community discuss the maps they have made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women, from the Gadaba Indigenous communities, gather tendu leaves to sell in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Women, from the Gadaba Indigenous communities, gather tendu leaves to sell in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman, from the Durua Indigenous community, prepares to take part in the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration, in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            A woman, from the Durua Indigenous community, prepares to take part in the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration, in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sunita Muduli, 34, from the Paroja Indigenous community cooks on a clay oven in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Sunita Muduli, 34, from the Paroja Indigenous community cooks on a clay oven in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman from Gadaba Indigenous community grinds millet in Badakichaba village of Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Friday, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            A woman from Gadaba Indigenous community grinds millet in Badakichaba village of Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Friday, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman, from the Durua Indigenous community, combs her daughter's hair as she dresses to take part in the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration, in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            A woman, from the Durua Indigenous community, combs her daughter's hair as she dresses to take part in the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration, in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women from the Durua tribe carry water vessels in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            Women from the Durua tribe carry water vessels in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman, from the Durua tribe, which is part of the Indigenous Adivasis communities, walks toward her house in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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            A woman, from the Durua tribe, which is part of the Indigenous Adivasis communities, walks toward her house in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            SIBI ARASU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        KORAPUT, India (AP) -- At a small stream in India's eastern state of Odisha, Indigenous villagers catch eels and fish for a dinner celebrating an annual harvest festival. The bounty of communal farming, foraging and fishing marks the start of a new season.
But the fish and other resources have been dwindling.
"Nowadays, the rains come late, affecting our farming, leading to a decrease in production," said Sunita Muduli, a Paraja tribeswoman from Putpondi village. She stood on freshly tilled fields that would be sown again with millet before the increasingly unpredictable monsoon rains.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sunita Muduli, right, from the Paroja Indigenous community, along with others, tries to catch fish in a stream during the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Sunita Muduli, right, from the Paroja Indigenous community, along with others, tries to catch fish in a stream during the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Budri Munduli, a Gadaba Indigenous woman, tends to her paddy fields outside near her homestead in Hatipakhna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The Indigenous Adivasis have lived in these villages for millennia. They continue traditional practices of farming millet and rice and foraging leaves and fruit from the forest to make plates, the local brew and more.

    
With those practices under pressure from a changing climate, they are making their most significant effort yet to speak up for their community's needs, advocating for Indian authorities to protect and restore their lands as the nation of more than 1.4 billion people tries to adapt to a warming world.



    
        




    




Women are leading the way. Muduli and others from 10 villages, with help from a local nongovernmental organization, have surveyed and mapped out resources that are dwindling and what needs restoring.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Women from Gadaba Indigenous community walk to collect vegetables and wood from the forest in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Comparing state government data from the 1960s with their results, they found that common areas in many of their villages had shrunk by up to 25%.
The women have created what are known as dream maps, showing their villages in their ideal states. The most prominent of their bright colors is green.

    
Muduli and others plan to submit their maps and surveys to local government officials, the first step in requesting village development funds to preserve or restore their common areas. The women estimate that $2 million might be needed -- an ambitious ask when India's poorer regions often struggle to secure and implement government projects.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Saita Dhangada Majhiin, right, from the Gadaba Indigenous community marks the boundary of her village area with the help of others in Pangan Pani village in Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Saita Dhangada Majhiin, right, from the Gadaba Indigenous community marks the boundary of her village area with the help of others in Pangan Pani village in Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kamala Kadria, a woman from the Gadaba Indigenous community, points to a spot on a map they made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Kamala Kadria, a woman from the Gadaba Indigenous community, points to a spot on a map they made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of Paroja Indigenous community discuss the maps they have made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Members of Paroja Indigenous community discuss the maps they have made in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
Still, the women believe they have a 50-50 chance of success.
"We want to make sure these resources are available for our children," Muduli said.
This is the first time that many of the women are formally leading an outward-facing community effort. They say it's giving them more confidence in speaking up about community needs.

    
"Our forest contains an abundance of diverse resources. Unfortunately, rainfall has reduced, temperatures have risen and our forest cover has dwindled. However, once we acquire the rights we deserve, our priority will be to revitalize and flourish our forest," said Saita Dhangada Majhi of Pangan Pani village.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Women, from the Gadaba Indigenous communities, gather tendu leaves to sell in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]



        

        
        
            
                    Women, from the Gadaba Indigenous communities, gather tendu leaves to sell in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
They seek rights over their common lands that will require outsiders, including authorities, to seek villagers' permission to make any changes to them.
India is among the world's most vulnerable countries to climate impacts. According to the 2025 Climate Risk Index, the country between 1993 and 2022 was subject to 400 extreme events -- including floods, heat waves and cyclones -- causing 80,000 deaths and economic losses nearing $180 billion.
Odisha is one of India's poorest states and among the most vulnerable to climate impacts. A study by researchers from Odisha's Fakir Mohan University published in 2023 found that food production there had decreased by 40% in the last 50 years due to climate change.

    
Most Indian farmers rely on rain-fed agriculture, with about half of all farmed land dependent on downpours. As the monsoons become more unpredictable, livelihoods are affected.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman, from the Durua Indigenous community, prepares to take part in the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration, in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Sunita Muduli, 34, from the Paroja Indigenous community cooks on a clay oven in Putpondi village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Tuesday, April 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: A woman from Gadaba Indigenous community grinds millet in Badakichaba village of Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Friday, April 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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India's Indigenous people feel those impacts the most as their traditions depend greatly on forests and natural produce, said Bidyut Bidyut Mohanty of the Odisha-based nonprofit Society for Promotion of Rural Education and Development. The organization helped the Odisha villages with the dream mapping process.
Climate change is affecting "their very existence," Mohanty said, asserting that they have not contributed to the problem but are paying the price.
The forest commons are "not only considered the lungs but are also a hidden kitchen for Indigenous communities," he said.
The women's survey found that resources available a decade earlier had either dwindled or disappeared. In Muduli's village, the number of fruits such as mango, guava, java plum and Indian gooseberry had dropped drastically. Resources used to make traditional instruments and other items had become more rare.

        
            
                
    


    
    
    


    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Members of the Durua tribe, part of India's Indigenous Adivasis communities, perform traditional dances during the Chaitra Parab festival, a month long harvest celebration in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: A woman, from the Durua Indigenous community, combs her daughter's hair as she dresses to take part in the Chaitra Parab festival, a monthlong harvest celebration, in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Women from the Durua tribe carry water vessels in Hatipakna village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Thursday, April 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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Climate experts said the Odisha project can be a model to be replicated across India and other nations. United Nations reports have said 80% of the world's biodiversity lies in regions controlled by Indigenous peoples.
Women from marginalized and vulnerable communities are affected the most by climate change, and the Indigenous women of Odisha are an inspiration, said Neha Saigal, a gender and climate expert at Bengaluru-based Asar Social Impact Advisors who is familiar with the mapping project.

    
"They are actually leading from the front," she said.
Their work could be critical in deciding where India's efforts on climate change should be focused, Saigal added, noting that the country is working on a national adaptation plan.
It is not clear whether the dream maps will become part of that plan. The women behind them say their project has given them formal understanding of what they and their communities have long known intuitively.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman, from the Durua tribe, which is part of the Indigenous Adivasis communities, walks toward her house in Pongan Pani village, Koraput district, in India's eastern state of Odisha, Wednesday, April 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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They want to pass that on for generations to come.
"Forest is our life," said Purnima Sisa of Badakichab village. "We have taken birth in this forest, and one day we will die in the forest. It is our life and livelihood."
___
Follow Sibi Arasu on X at @sibi123
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    What the EPA's partial rollback of the 'forever chemical' drinking water rule means




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Vials containing samples of forever chemicals, known as PFAS, sit in a tray, April 10, 2024, at a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency lab in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            MICHAEL PHILLIS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        On Wednesday, the Environmental Protection Agency announced plans to weaken limits on some harmful "forever chemicals" in drinking water roughly a year after the Biden administration finalized the first-ever national standards.
The Biden administration said last year the rules could reduce PFAS exposure for millions of people. It was part of a broader push by officials then to address drinking water quality by writing rules to require the removal of toxic lead pipes and, after years of activist concern, address the threat of forever chemicals.
President Donald Trump has sought fewer environmental rules and more oil and gas development. EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin has carried out that agenda by announcing massive regulatory rollbacks.
Now, we know the EPA plans to rescind limits for certain PFAS and lengthen deadlines for two of the most common types. Here are some of the essential things to know about PFAS chemicals and what the EPA decided to do:
Please explain what PFAS are to me
PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, are a group of chemicals that have been around for decades and have now spread into the nation's air, water and soil.
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[image: Logan Feeney pours a water sample with forever chemicals, known as PFAS, into a container for research, April 10, 2024, at a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency lab in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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They were manufactured by companies such as 3M, Chemours and others because they were incredibly useful. They helped eggs slide across nonstick frying pans, ensured that firefighting foam suffocates flames and helped clothes withstand the rain and keep people dry.
The chemicals resist breaking down, however, which means they stay around in the environment.
And why are they bad for humans?
Environmental activists say that PFAS manufacturers knew about the health harms of PFAS long before they were made public. The same attributes that make the chemicals so valuable - resistance to breakdown - make them hazardous to people.
PFAS accumulates in the body, which is why the Biden administration set limits for two common types, often called PFOA and PFOS, at 4 parts per trillion that are phased out of manufacturing but still present in the environment. 
There is a wide range of health harms now associated with exposure to certain PFAS. Cases of kidney disease, low-birth weight and high cholesterol in addition to certain cancers can be prevented by removing PFAS from water, according to the EPA.

    
The guidance on PFOA and PFOS has changed dramatically in recent years as scientific understanding has advanced. The EPA in 2016, for example, said the combined amount of the two substances should not exceed 70 parts per trillion. The Biden administration later said no amount is safe.
There is nuance in what the EPA did

The EPA plans to scrap limits on three types of PFAS, some of which are less well known. They include GenX substances commonly found in North Carolina as well as substances called PFHxS and PFNA. There is also a limit on a mixture of PFAS, which the agency is also planning to rescind.
It appears few utilities will be impacted by the withdrawal of limits for these types of PFAS. So far, sampling has found nearly 12% of U.S. water utilities are above the Biden administration's limits. But most utilities face problems with PFOA or PFOS.
For the two commonly found types, PFOA and PFOS, the EPA will keep the current limits in place but give utilities two more years -- until 2031 -- to meet them.

    

Announcement is met with mixed reaction

Some environmental groups argue that the EPA can't legally weaken the regulations. The Safe Water Drinking Act gives the EPA authority to limit water contaminants, and it includes a provision meant to prevent new rules from being looser than previous ones.
"The law is very clear that the EPA can't repeal or weaken the drinking water standard," said Erik Olson, a senior strategist at the nonprofit Natural Resources Defense Council.
Environmental activists have generally slammed the EPA for not keeping the Biden-era rules in place, saying it will worsen public health. 
Industry had mixed reactions. The American Chemistry Council questioned the Biden administration's underlying science that supported the tight rules and said the Trump administration had considered the concerns about cost and the underlying science.
"However, EPA's actions only partially address this issue, and more is needed to prevent significant impacts on local communities and other unintended consequences," the industry group said.

    
Leaders of two major utility industry groups, the American Water Works Association and Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies, said they supported the EPA's decision to rescind a novel approach to limit a mix of chemicals. But they also said the changes do not substantially reduce the cost of the PFAS rule.
Some utilities wanted a higher limit on PFOA and PFOS, according to Mark White, drinking water leader at the engineering firm CDM Smith. 
They did, however, get an extension.
"This gives water pros more time to deal with the ones we know are bad, and we are going to need more time. Some utilities are just finding out now where they stand," said Mike McGill, president of WaterPIO, a water industry communications firm.

    
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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    Brazil slaughterhouses reduce ties to Amazon deforestation, but cattle laundering remains issue




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Cattle walk along an illegally deforested area in an extractive reserve near Jaci-Parana, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)]
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            Cattle walk along an illegally deforested area in an extractive reserve near Jaci-Parana, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The main entrance of the meat processing company JBS is visible in Porto Velho, Rondonia state, Brazil, July 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)]
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            FABIANO MAISONNAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) -- Slaughterhouses that agreed to a settlement with Brazilian prosecutors were far more likely to obey environmental laws banning the purchase of cattle from illegally deforested land, according to an audit published Wednesday, but gaps in oversight mean much of the Amazon's beef supply chain remains linked to forest destruction.
Companies that hired independent auditors as part of the agreement with the Federal Prosecution Service acquired 4% of their cattle from areas with illegal clearing. In contrast, companies that did not hire auditors recorded a 52% non-compliance rate, 13 times higher.
"It sends a clear message to the market and consumers about which companies are truly investing in responsible and transparent production," prosecutor Ricardo Negrini said in a statement. 
Most cleared land in the Amazon is converted into pasture. Para, whose capital, Belem, will host this year's U.N. climate talks, is home to 25 million head of cattle. It is also the Brazilian state with the largest amount of carbon emissions, as deforestation accounts for roughly half of the country's total output.

    
The Amazon rainforest is an important regulator of climate, as trees absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that heats the planet. Clearing forest for cattle creates a two-fold problem for emissions: trees are lost and cattle, particularly cows, also contribute to global warming because they release methane, another greenhouse gas. 

    
    
    
Brazil consumes most of its beef production, but exports are growing. China is by far the largest buyer, followed by the U.S.
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The audit was part of a settlement agreement reached in 2009. Formally known as Legal Beef Conduct Adjustment Agreement, it aims to stop companies from purchasing cattle raised in illegally deforested areas of the Amazon. It has technical support from civil organizations, such as Imaflora and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

    
The agreement was first implemented in the state of Para and now includes five other Amazonian states. Audits of cattle purchases made in 2022 were done at 89 slaughterhouse units, including major companies such as JBS, Minerva and Marfrig.
These audits, however, only examine direct purchases, leaving out widespread cattle laundering in the Amazon. The most common way is transferring cows from an illegal area to a legal farm before selling to slaughterhouses, deliberately muddying traceability.
Negrini said the problem has worsened as cattle ranchers find ways around tighter monitoring of direct cattle purchases since the settlement. 
Preliminary data in the report show that only 38% of slaughterhouses' indirect suppliers were verifiably compliant. To reach this number, prosecutors examined transfer documents issued by state animal health agencies.
"Some slaughterhouses have as many as six indirect suppliers behind each direct one. It's a significant part of the supply chain that still lacks proper monitoring," said Camila Trigueiro, a researcher at the Belem-based nonprofit Imazon. "The Federal Prosecution Service must move urgently to address these producers."

    
___
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    US overdose deaths fell 27% last year, the largest one-year decline ever seen




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Signs are displayed at a tent during a health event on June 26, 2021, in Charleston, W.Va. (AP Photo/John Raby, File)]
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[image: This Tuesday, April 1, 2025 photo shows the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention building in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Ben Gray, file)]
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            MIKE STOBBE and GEOFF MULVIHILL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        There were 30,000 fewer U.S. drug overdose deaths in 2024 than the year before -- the largest one-year decline ever recorded.
An estimated 80,000 people died from overdoses last year, according to provisional Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data released Wednesday. That's down 27% from the 110,000 in 2023.
The CDC has been collecting comparable data for 45 years. The previous largest one-year drop was 4% in 2018, according to the agency's National Center for Health Statistics.
All but two states saw declines last year, with Nevada and South Dakota experiencing small increases. Some of the biggest drops were in Ohio, West Virginia and other states that have been hard-hit in the nation's decades-long overdose epidemic.
Experts say more research needs to be done to understand what drove the reduction, but they mention several possible factors. Among the most cited: 

    
-- Increased availability of the overdose-reversing drug naloxone. 
-- Expanded addiction treatment. 
-- Shifts in how people use drugs.
-- The growing impact of billions of dollars in opioid lawsuit settlement money. 
-- The number of at-risk Americans is shrinking, after waves of deaths in older adults and a shift in teens and younger adults away from the drugs that cause most deaths.



    
        




    




Still, annual overdose deaths are higher than they were before the COVID-19 pandemic. In a statement, the CDC noted that overdoses are still the leading cause of death for people 18-44 years old, "underscoring the need for ongoing efforts to maintain this progress."

    
    
    
Some experts worry that the recent decline could be slowed or stopped by reductions in federal funding and the public health workforce, or a shift away from the strategies that seem to be working.
"Now is not the time to take the foot off the gas pedal," said Dr. Daniel Ciccarone, a drug policy expert at the University of California, San Francisco.

    
The provisional numbers are estimates of everyone who died of overdoses in the U.S., including noncitizens. That data is still being processed, and the final numbers can sometimes differ a bit. But it's clear that there was a huge drop last year.
Experts note that there have been past moments when U.S. overdose deaths seemed to have plateaued or even started to go down, only to rise again. That happened in 2018.
But there are reasons to be optimistic.
Naloxone has become more widely available, in part because of the introduction of over-the-counter versions that don't require prescriptions.
Meanwhile, drug manufacturers, distributors, pharmacy chains and other businesses have settled lawsuits with state and local governments over the painkillers that were a main driver of overdose deaths in the past. The deals over the last decade or so have promised about $50 billion over time, with most of it required to be used to fight addiction. 
Another settlement that would be among the largest, with members of the Sackler family who own OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma agreeing to pay up to $7 billion, could be approved this year.

    
The money, along with federal taxpayer funding, is going to a variety of programs, including supportive housing and harm reduction efforts, such as providing materials to test drugs for fentanyl, the biggest driver of overdoses now.
But what each state will do with that money is currently at issue. "States can either say, 'We won, we can walk away'" in the wake of the declines or they can use the lawsuit money on naloxone and other efforts, said Regina LaBelle, a former acting director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy. She now heads an addiction and public policy program at Georgetown University.
President Donald Trump's administration views opioids as largely a law enforcement issue and as a reason to step up border security. It also has been reorganizing and downsizing federal health agencies. 
Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said overdose prevention efforts will continue, but some public health experts say cuts mean the work will not go on at the same level.
U.S. Rep. Madeleine Dean, a Pennsylvania Democrat, asked Kennedy at a Wednesday hearing "why the hell" those changes are being made when the steep drop in deaths showed "we were getting somewhere." Some advocates made a similar point in a call with reporters last week.

    
"We believe that taking a public health approach that seeks to support -- not punish -- people who use drugs is crucial to ending the overdose crisis," said Dr. Tamara Olt, an Illinois woman whose 16-year-old son died of a heroin overdose in 2012. She is now executive director of Broken No Moore, an advocacy organization focused on substance use disorder.
Olt attributes recent declines to the growing availability of naloxone, work to make treatment available, and wider awareness of the problem.
Kimberly Douglas, an Illinois woman whose 17-year-old son died of an overdose in 2023, credited the growing chorus of grieving mothers. 

    
"Eventually people are going to start listening," she said. "Unfortunately, it's taken 10-plus years."
___
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    FDA and RFK Jr. aim to remove ingestible fluoride products used to protect kids' teeth




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A child shows off her teeth after a dental exam in Concord, N.H., Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, file)]
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    > Follow live updates on President Donald Trump and his administration


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. health regulators announced an effort Tuesday to phase out ingestible fluoride supplements sometimes used to strengthen children's teeth, opening a new front in Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s effort against a mainstay of dental care.
The Food and Drug Administration said it will conduct a scientific review of the children's products by late October with the aim of removing them from the market. Formally withdrawing medical products requires a lengthy rulemaking process that can take years. Instead, the FDA will ask manufacturers to voluntarily pull their products, according to an administration official.
Fluoride tablets and lozenges are sometimes recommended for children and teens at increased risk of tooth decay or cavities because of low fluoride in their local drinking water. Companies also sell drops for babies.

    
FDA Commissioner Marty Makary said the products pose a risk when swallowed because they may interfere with healthy gut bacteria that are critical to digestion, immunity and other key bodily functions. He also referenced studies showing possible associations between excess fluoride intake and other problems, including decreased IQ.



    
        




    




The nation's leading dental group said Tuesday the studies "do not in fact demonstrate any harmful effects" from fluoride at the levels used by dentists.
"Proposals like this stand to hurt rural America, not make them healthier," American Dental Association President Dr. Brett Kessler said. "More than ever, at this critical time in American health care policy, it is vital that we slow down to properly study the full implications of actions like this on the health of the nation."

    
    
    
Officials in Utah -- the first U.S. state to ban fluoride from drinking water -- recently made fluoride supplements available without a prescription. As more state and local governments begin removing fluoride from their water, the need for supplemental fluoride is expected to grow. 

    
Fluoride strengthens teeth and reduces cavities by replacing minerals lost during normal wear and tear, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In 1962, the agency set guidelines for how much should be added to water.
Kennedy, a former environmental lawyer, has called fluoride a "dangerous neurotoxin" tied to a range of health dangers. Last month, he announced a task force to scrutinize fluoride's use, while at the same time saying he would order the CDC to stop recommending that it be added to tap water.
A report last year by the federal government's National Toxicology Program concluded that drinking water with more than twice the CDC's recommended level was associated with lower IQs in kids. The study was based on research conducted in Canada, China, India, Iran, Pakistan and Mexico.
"Ending the use of ingestible fluoride is long overdue," Kennedy said in a statement Tuesday. "This decision brings us one step closer to delivering on President Trump's promise to Make America Healthy Again."
An influential government health panel recommends fluoride supplements for children between the ages of six months and 5 years if they live in areas with low fluoridation levels. The U.S. Preventative Services Task Forces judged the recommendation to have "high certainty," based on the available evidence.

    
A 2010 paper from the ADA recommended supplemental fluoride for children up to 16 years old who are at high risk of cavities. The recommendation was based on a review of studies across different age groups. The most common side effect associated with the products is spotting or discoloration of the teeth, caused by extra fluoride.
ADA's Kessler said the FDA's plan "will be particularly harmful to the most vulnerable and those who lack access to care."
The FDA regulates most dental products, including fluoride-containing toothpastes, supplements, mouthwashes and rinses. But in Tuesday's press release, the FDA said the ingestible products targeted by the agency have "never been approved." The agency's plan wouldn't affect toothpastes, mouthwash or fluoride treatments used by adults or those offered in dentists' offices.

    
In recent weeks fluoride-containing products have increasingly been targeted with lawsuits and legal actions.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton announced an investigation early this month into the marketing of fluoride toothpastes by Colgate-Palmolive and Proctor and Gamble. A press release from his office described the companies' promotions as "misleading, deceptive and dangerous."
___
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    US health officials advise older travelers not to get a chikungunya vaccine




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A patient infected with chikungunya looks out from mosquito netting at the Clinicas Hospital in San Lorenzo, Paraguay, Friday, March 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Jorge Saenz, file)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The U.S. government advised American travelers age 60 and older not get a chikungunya vaccine as it investigates possible side effects.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration posted notices late last week on the vaccine, Valneva's Ixchiq.
Chikungunya, spread by the bites of infected mosquitoes, is a debilitating tropical illness marked by fever and joint pain. About 100 to 200 cases are reported annually among U.S. travelers.
Last year, the government began recommending the vaccine, which is made with weakened chikungunya virus, to U.S. adults who travel to countries where chikungunya is a problem.
But last month, a panel of vaccine experts who advise the CDC heard about an investigation into six people 65 and older -- most of them with other medical problems -- who became ill with heart or brain symptoms less than a week after vaccination. More than 10 other similar cases have been reported in people from other countries. 

    
European regulators are also looking into the issue.
The U.S. advisers voted to issue a precaution for people 65 and older about getting the vaccine. 



    
        




    




They also recommended that a second chikungunya vaccine -- Bavarian Nordic's Vimkunya -- be made available for people age 12 and older who are traveling to countries where outbreaks of the mosquito-borne illness are occurring. CDC officials have not yet announced whether they will accept those recommendations.
___
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                    Health

    What's that rash? Put some thought into asking Google for medical help




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: A health-related query on Google is displayed on a computer screen in New York on Thursday, April 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)]
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                                        Dr. Google is often on call for worried patients, but it may not give the best advice.
Doctors say internet searches for medical information should be done cautiously, especially with artificial intelligence playing a growing role.
Information from the right websites can teach patients about symptoms and prepare them for a doctor's visit. But a poorly done search might inflame anxiety well before someone reaches the waiting room. It's important to know the source of the information you find and to avoid trying to diagnose your health issue.
Here are questions to keep in mind if you seek medical help online.
What's your source?
When you do a search, don't automatically click the first link. It may not contain the best answers.
Some companies pay to have their websites listed at the top of a results page. Those links may be listed as sponsored.
Scroll for results that come from a source you can trust for medical information. That can include big health systems like the Mayo Clinic or sites run by government agencies like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
"We've gotten so used to clicking on that first link," says John Grohol, a psychologist who specializes in online behavior. "For your health information, especially when it is personal, you want to think about it."

    
    
    
Should I use AI?
That depends on what it tells you.
More people are using artificial intelligence to get quick answers pulled from a variety of internet sources. Some searches also will generate an AI summary at the top of the results page.
But an AI answer may not say where it got the information. That makes it hard to judge credibility.
AI also can be prone to " hallucinations," an industry term for issues that cause the technology to make stuff up. Be especially wary of this if no source is cited.
What should I ask?
How you phrase a question plays a big role in the results you see. Doctors say patients should search for information based on symptoms, not an expected diagnosis.
"You've got to ask at the very beginning the right questions," said Dr. Eric Boose of the Cleveland Clinic.
That means asking, "What could cause a lump to form under my skin?" instead of "Is the lump under my skin cancer?"
Focusing on a diagnosis means you may miss other explanations, especially if you just click the first few links listed in the results.
For some issues, you should skip the search altogether. If you are having chest pains, experiencing dizziness of showing signs of a stroke, seek help immediately.
"You don't want to delay something that should be treated within a certain amount of time," said Dr. Olivier Gherardi, medical director of Brown University Health Urgent Care.
Can the internet diagnose a problem?
No. Leave that to the real doctors who are trained to ask questions that lead to a diagnosis.
Blood in your urine could mean cancer. It also might be caused by kidney stones or an infection.
Unexplained weight loss also could be a sign of cancer. Or it could reflect an overactive thyroid or a new job that causes you to move around more.
Some testing and a visit with a doctor who knows your medical history may be the best medicine in these situations. 
"There are a lot of symptoms that overlap between minor conditions and major medical problems," said Dr. Sarah Sams, a board member with the American Academy of Family Physicians.
____
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    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.
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                Meet the Mount Athos monks living at Simonos Petra monastery in northern Greece
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Simonopetra, or the Simonos Petra Monastery, home of the all-male autonomous community Agion Oros, or Holy Mountain, stands on the peninsula of Mount Athos in northern Greece, Sunday, April 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Photos: On Greece's Mount Athos, a cliffside monastery transcends country-based branches of Orthodoxy
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows English author Graham Greene at the Sorbonne University in Paris, France on Feb. 13, 1983, left, and British Author Ian Fleming in New York on Jan. 10, 1962. (AP Photo)]






        
    

    
        
        
        

        
    
        


    



  
    
        
            
                
                Rare Ian Fleming story features a Londoner named Bone, Caffery Bone
            

        
    
      





        




        

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
      



        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    
    
Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___
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                    Health

    Spring allergies are back. Here's how to check pollen levels and keep from sneezing




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: An oak tree with new leaf growth also shows pollen hanging amongst the branches at a park in Richardson, Texas, Thursday, March 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Allergy season can be miserable for tens of millions of Americans when trees, grass, and other pollens cause runny noses, itchy eyes, coughing and sneezing.
Where you live, what you're allergic to and your lifestyle can make a big difference when it comes to the severity of your allergies. Experts say climate change is leading to longer and more intense allergy seasons, but also point out that treatments for seasonal allergies have become more effective over the last decade. 
Here are some tips from experts to keep allergy symptoms at bay -- maybe even enough to allow you to enjoy the outdoors.
Where are pollen levels the worst this year? 

The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America issues an annual ranking of the most challenging cities to live in if you have allergies, based on over-the-counter medicine use, pollen counts and the number of available allergy specialists. 
This year, the top five cities are: Wichita, Kansas; New Orleans; Oklahoma City; Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Memphis. 

Which pollens cause allergies? 

There are three main types of pollen. Earlier in the spring, tree pollen is the main culprit. After that grasses pollinate, followed by weeds in the late summer and early fall.
Some of the most common tree pollens that cause allergies include birch, cedar, cottonwood, maple, elm, oak and walnut, according to the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. Grasses that cause symptoms include Bermuda, Johnson, rye and Kentucky bluegrass. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    



How do I track pollen levels?

Pollen trackers can help you decide when to go outside. The American Academy of Allergy Asthma and Immunology tracks levels through a network of counting stations across the U.S. Counts are available at its website and via email.

    
    
    

Limit your exposure to pollens
The best and first step to controlling allergies is avoiding exposure. Keep the windows in your car and your home closed, even when it's nice outside. 
If you go outside, wearing long sleeves can keep pollen off your skin to help ward off allergic reactions, said Dr. James Baker, an allergist at the University of Michigan. It also provides some sun protection, he added.
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When you get home, change your clothes and shower daily to ensure all the pollen is off of you -- including your hair. If you can't wash your hair every day, try covering it when you go outside with a hat or scarf. Don't get in the bed with your outside clothes on, because the pollen will follow. 
It's also useful to rinse your eyes and nose with saline to remove any pollen, experts said. And the same masks that got us through the pandemic can protect you from allergies -- though they won't help with eye symptoms.
How to relieve allergy symptoms

Over-the-counter nasal sprays are among the most effective treatments for seasonal allergies, experts said. 
But the vast majority of patients use them incorrectly, irritating parts of the nose, said Dr. Kathleen Mays, an allergist at Augusta University in Georgia. She suggested angling the nozzle outward toward your ear rather than sticking it straight up your nose. 
Over-the-counter allergy pills like Claritin, Allegra and Zyrtec are helpful, but may not be as effective as quickly since they're taken by mouth, experts said. 
Experts also said that if your allergy symptoms are impacting your quality of life, like causing you to lose sleep or a lack focus at work or school, it might be time to consider an allergist appointment for immunotherapies. 
Some remedies for allergy relief that have been circulating on social media or suggested by celebrities -- like incorporating local honey into your diet to expose yourself to pollen -- have been debunked. 
Dr. Shayam Joshi, an allergist at Oregon Health and Science University, said that's because the flowers that bees pollinate typically don't contain the airborne pollen that causes allergy symptoms.

Is allergy season changing? 

With climate change, winters are milder and growing seasons are longer, meaning there's more opportunity for pollen to stay in the air, resulting in longer and more severe allergy seasons.
In many areas across the country, pollen counts have broken decades of records. In late March, Atlanta Allergy & Asthma measured a pollen count of over 14,000 grains per cubic meter, which is considered extremely high. 
___
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    Trump administration rescinds curbs on AI chip exports to foreign markets




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: President Donald Trump listens as Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang speaks during an event about investing in America in the Cross Hall of the White House, Wednesday, April 30, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Responding to complaints from the tech industry and other countries, the U.S. Department of Commerce has rescinded a Biden-era rule due to take effect Thursday that placed limits on the number of artificial intelligence chips that could be exported to certain international markets without federal approval. 
"These new requirements would have stifled American innovation and saddled companies with burdensome new regulatory requirements," the Commerce Department stated in its guidance. 
President Joe Biden established the export framework shortly before he left office in an attempt to balance national security concerns about the technology with the economic interests of producers and other countries. While the United States had already restricted exports to adversaries such as China and Russia, some of those controls had loopholes and the rule would have set limits on a much broader group of countries, including Middle Eastern countries that President Donald Trump is visiting this week.

    
The Biden rule's sorting more than 100 countries into different tiers of export restrictions drew strong opposition from those countries, as well as U.S. chipmakers like Nvidia and Advanced Micro Devices. They argued the restrictions could actually push some countries to turn to China instead of the U.S. for their AI technology.



    
        




    




What Biden's rule did "was send a message to 120 nations that they couldn't necessarily count on us to provide the AI they want and need," said Brad Smith, Microsoft's president, at a U.S. Senate hearing last week.

    
    
    
Commerce Undersecretary Jeffery Kessler said Tuesday that President Donald Trump's administration will work to replace the now-rescinded rule to pursue AI with "trusted foreign countries around the world, while keeping the technology out of the hands of our adversaries." The administration said a replacement rule is coming in the future but hasn't said what the new rule will say.

    
The European Commission welcomed the change, said spokesperson Thomas Regnier, arguing that the Biden rule, if it took effect, would "undermine U.S. diplomatic relations with dozens of countries by downgrading them to second-tier status."
European Union countries should be able to buy advanced AI chips from the U.S. without limitations, Regnier said. 

"We cooperate closely, in particular in the field of security, and represent an economic opportunity for the U.S., not a security risk," he said in a statement.
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    European Union accuses TikTok of breaching digital rules with lack of transparency on ads




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: The TikTok app logo is shown on an iPhone on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025, in Houston. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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            By 
            KELVIN CHAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- European Union regulators accused TikTok on Thursday of breaching digital content rules because it's not being transparent enough about ads shown to users of the video sharing app. 
TikTok's ad repository isn't up to the standards required by the bloc's Digital Services Act, known as the DSA, the 27-nation EU's executive Commission said in preliminary findings from its investigation. 
The Commission said ad databases are vital for researchers to detect scam ads as well as so-called hybrid threat campaigns, coordinated information operations and fake ads, "including in the context of elections."
The DSA is a wide-ranging rulebook that aims to clean up social media platforms and protect users from risks including election-related disinformation. Platforms have to be transparent about digital ads, including informing users why they're being shown a specific advertisement and who paid for it.

    
The Commission said TikTok doesn't provide necessary information about the content of ads, the users targeted, and who pays for them. The database doesn't allow for a comprehensive search for ads based on this information, "thereby limiting the usefulness of the tool," it said.



    
        




    




TikTok said it's reviewing the Commission's findings and remains committed to meeting its DSA obligations. 
"While we support the goals of the regulation and continue to improve our ad transparency tools, we disagree with some of the Commission's interpretations and note that guidance is being delivered via preliminary findings rather than clear, public guidelines," the company said in a statement. 

    
    
    
The ad database's shortcomings prevent a "full inspection" of the risks posed by its ad targeting systems, said Henna Virkkunen, the commission's executive vice-president for tech sovereignty, security and democracy. 
"Transparency in online advertising -- who pays and how audiences are targeted -- is essential to safeguarding the public interest," Virkkunen said. "Whether we are defending the integrity of our democratic elections, protecting public health, or protecting consumers from scam ads, citizens have a right to know who is behind the messages they see."

    
TikTok now has a chance to reply before the Commission issues its final decision, which could result in a fine of up to 6% of the company's annual global revenue. 

TikTok is being scrutinized in a separate EU investigation into whether it failed to deal with risks to Romania's presidential election, which was thrown into turmoil last year over allegations of electoral violations and Russian meddling. 
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                    Entertainment

    Eurovision favorites KAJ fly the flag for Sweden and make saunas all the rage at the contest
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            Hot favorites to win Eurovision 2025, Swedish contestants KAJ made an appearance at a pop-up sauna in Basel, to celebrate their song about sauna culture, "Bara Bada Bastu." (May 14)
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            KAJ, the bookies' favorite to win the pan-continental music contest this week with their track "Bara Bada Bastu," talk the inspiration behind them wearing suits in saunas and cooking sausages on stage. (May 15)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Swedish Eurovision contestants KAJ from Finland, Kevin Holmstrom, Jakob Norrgard and Axel Ahman, from left, pose for the camera before an interview with the Associated Press during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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            Swedish Eurovision contestants KAJ from Finland, Kevin Holmstrom, Jakob Norrgard and Axel Ahman, from left, pose for the camera before an interview with the Associated Press during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Swedish Eurovision contestants KAJ from Finland, Kevin Holmstrom, Jakob Norrgard and Axel Ahman, from right, give an interview with the Associated Press during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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            Swedish Eurovision contestants KAJ from Finland, Kevin Holmstrom, Jakob Norrgard and Axel Ahman, from right, give an interview with the Associated Press during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Swedish Eurovision competitor KAJ from Finland, Kevin Holmstrom, Jakob Norrgard and Axel Ahman, perform their sauna song during their semifinal during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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            Swedish Eurovision competitor KAJ from Finland, Kevin Holmstrom, Jakob Norrgard and Axel Ahman, perform their sauna song during their semifinal during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest, in Basel, Switzerland, Tuesday, May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Organizers Dorothee Schulte-Basta, center, her husband Peter Luettge and Tuomas Paloniemi, left, enjoy a Finnish pop-up sauna promoting the Swedish Eurovision competitor KAJ from Finland during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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            Organizers Dorothee Schulte-Basta, center, her husband Peter Luettge and Tuomas Paloniemi, left, enjoy a Finnish pop-up sauna promoting the Swedish Eurovision competitor KAJ from Finland during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Organizer Dorothee Schulte-Basta talks to the Associated Press in front of a Finnish pop-up sauna promoting the Swedish Eurovision competitor KAJ from Finland during the 69th Eurovision Song Contest week, in Basel, Switzerland, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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            By 
            JILL LAWLESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        BASEL, Switzerland (AP) -- There's one word you hear more than any other in Basel during the Eurovision Song Contest: Sauna.
The northern Swiss city isn't known as an epicenter of steamy wood-cabin relaxation, but the small municipality of Vora in Finland is, and three local performers have made saunas synonymous with this year's Eurovision.
KAJ -- pronounced "kai" and named for the members' initials -- is bookies' favorite to win the pan-continental music contest this week with "Bara Bada Bastu," an ode to steam and heat whose title translates roughly as "just take a sauna."
KAJ is representing Sweden, but the band members come from neighboring Finland, a country of 5.5 million people and 3.3 million saunas, where they are part of the Swedish-speaking minority.
At Eurovision, the trio perform on a set styled like a rustic cabin in the woods, backed by dancers dressed as lumberjacks or in big white towels. The song has an infectiously catchy chorus, a memorable dance routine and a one-word invocation to "sauna!" that is shouted at KAJ wherever they go.

    
If they are sick of it, it doesn't show.



    
        




    




"The Eurovision bubble is a great bubble to be in," Jakob Norrgard told The Associated Press on Thursday. He's the J in KAJ, alongside fellow band members Kevin Holmstrom and Axel Ahman.
Norrgard said that he expected Eurovision to be a welcoming environment, "but not this friendly. This is a bit over the top."

    
    
    
The band members' only regret is that they haven't had a sauna since arriving in Basel for Eurovision, which ends Saturday with a grand final that will see acts from 26 countries compete at Basel's St. Jakobshalle arena for the continent's pop crown.
Holmstrom said that the band is delighted to be an ambassador for sauna culture.
"It's a thing I really endorse," he said. "It's good for people. It is good for me, for both my mental and physical health, and (it's) also a very social event."

    
KAJ was formed in 2009 and built a strong local following with humorous songs in Vora's local dialect. Not long ago they were performing at birthday parties and in town halls of their home region. They entered Sweden's national Eurovision selection contest, Melodifestivalen, thinking it might get them some gigs in Sweden.
They unexpectedly won that contest, and their performance in Saturday's Eurovision final is likely to be watched by more than 150 million people.
The Eurovision winner will be decided by a mix of public voting and points from national juries. Victory for KAJ would give Sweden a record eight victories since the contest was founded in 1956, adding KAJ to a list of Swedish winners that includes ABBA.
It would also mean a huge amount to Swedish-speaking Finns, who make up about 5% of Finland's population -- and to sauna enthusiasts.
Sauna-lovers from Vora -- along with the Finnish city of Tampere, which bills itself as the sauna capital of the world -- drove a mobile sauna 1,500 miles (2,500 kilometers) to Basel, parked it near the Rhine and opened it to the public for free during the weeklong Eurovision festivities. A dip in the chilly river after working up a sweat was optional.

    
It sparked the kind of cultural cross-fertilization that fans say is the essence of Eurovision. At the pop-up sauna, local Swiss people steamed and chatted with Finns, a Canadian and others. When KAJ dropped by for a visit, they were mobbed by selfie-seeking fans.
"I love Finnish sauna culture, because it celebrates the freedom of choice," said Dorothee Schulte-Basta, a Vora resident who traveled to Basel with the mobile sauna. "There are no rules in the sauna. Come as you are -- everyone's equal in the sauna."
Finnish politicians have long used saunas, relaxed but exposing, as an ideal setting for hard talks, a practice known as "sauna diplomacy." KAJ wear drab suits onstage in tribute to Urho Kekkonen, a long-serving Finnish president who famously deployed the technique in talks with Finland's overbearing neighbor the Soviet Union.
KAJ never thought a lo-fi song about rural saunas would take them so far at a competition known for electro-pop, outrageous outfits and over-the-top staging.


    
"When you sit there on the stage and the song is about to start and you see all the LED screens, the millions of lights, and we're just three dudes sitting and grilling a sausage, the contrast is so funny," Norrgard said. 
"And that's exactly our type of humor -- you shouldn't be doing this, this is so stupid. It's funny. It's really cool as well."
___
Kwiyeon Ha and Hilary Fox contributed to this story.
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                    Business

    Workers are saying 'no' to toxic environments. Here's how to set limits or know it's time to leave
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- One week into a new job, Lisa Grouette discovered something missing come Sunday night: the sinking feeling of dread she used to experience before going to work every Monday.
Groutte spent 10 years at an insurance agency with a boss whom she alleges screamed at her, slammed his hands on the desk, insulted her appearance and punched things. He falsely accused her of taking money and threatened to withhold an employment recommendation if she quit, she says. 
Fearing she wouldn't land another job if she left the toxic workplace, she stayed. "It was this implied, 'You're stuck,'" Grouette, 48, recalled.
But eventually, she found a way out. When a full-time job opened up at a newspaper where she worked a part-time photography job, she resigned from the insurance agency. The new position paid $400 less per month, but Grouette reduced her expenses to make it work.
"You can't put a price tag on it," she said. "It was the best 400 bucks a month I've ever spent, worth every penny. I was a little tight at first, but it didn't matter because I was happy."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Growing intolerance of toxic behavior 
As mental health awareness increases, so are conversations about about what constitutes unhealthy behavior and the kinds of treatment people will not -- or should not -- tolerate for a steady paycheck.
"We're developing language now around things like toxic workplaces," said Jennifer Tosti-Kharas, a professor of organizational behavior at Babson College in Massachusetts.
Younger generations entering the workforce, including millennials and members of Generation Z, are less willing to endure bullying behavior from colleagues and managers, and better at establishing boundaries, she said. 
At the start of her own career, "if I encountered toxicity in the workplace, I had more of a 'Suck it up' attitude," said Tosti-Kharas, who identifies as a member of Generation X. "I don't think we were as vocal about taking care of our mental health as we should have been." 

    
    
    
How do you identify a toxic work environment?

Conflicts and difficult relationships may be inevitable in any work environment. But there's a difference between an occasional disagreement and persistent abuse.
"What makes something toxic: it's more pervasive, more consistent over time," Tosti-Kharas said. "You may have tried some things and it's not getting better. ... It's very deeply entrenched."
Possible indications of an emotionally harmful workplace include a widespread lack of trust and fear of being shot down if you speak up, she said.
Loud screamers aren't the only kind of toxic co-workers and supervisors. There are quieter forms of toxicity, such as passive-aggressive behavior by leaders who use sarcasm, backhanded compliments, indirect criticism and exclusion to control their employees, according to Alana Atchison, a clinical psychologist based in Chicago. 
"It is a relationship where you can't communicate clearly or directly, so you have to silence yourself. You can't say truly what you need to say and feel safe," Atchison said. 
To spot a potentially toxic environment when applying for a new job, follow your gut instincts and consider warning signs. For example, frequent ads for the same position may reflect high turnover resulting from a negative environment. You can also search employee reviews online.
"I'm reading Glassdoor reviews like crazy to see what the environment is like, what the culture is like, on anyplace I'm applying to, because I can't lose my hair again over a job," said Grouette, who recently was laid off after several successful years at the newspaper.
What might explain toxic behavior?

When on the receiving end of toxicity, consider whether the offending behavior says more about the person perpetuating it than the recipient.
"It's almost like a smokescreen to hide their deficits," Atchison said. "If someone feels insecure about their role or fears being overshadowed, they might resort to undermining others, gossiping or sabotaging projects to regain a sense of control or safety."
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, Atchison's clients have increasingly complained about toxic work environments. She attributes that in part to the social isolation that accompanied lockdowns and restrictions on public activities. 
"Socializing is a skill set, and that skill set has declined," she said.
Voice your concerns
If you find yourself in a toxic work situation, talking about it with a trusted friend or professional therapist can help you process what is happening and develop a plan to deal with it, instead of letting it fester in your mind.
Stephanie Strausser, 42, a video production manager, said she sought support from friends and family members when she worked under an extreme micromanager who made her feel unsafe and whose decisions she considered unethical. 
"Don't hide it or keep it in. Talk to people. Even if you're talking to ChatGPT," Strausser advises those who find themselves in similar circumstances. "Don't internalize it. And don't take someone's perception as fact."
Amanda Szmuc, a Philadelphia lawyer who considers some of her past work environments to have been toxic, recommends documenting your concerns in case it becomes necessary to escalate them. 
Writing down the details of troubling interactions as they happen and keeping copies of inappropriate messages or approved meeting recordings may come in handy if the human resources department gets involved, for example. 
Maintaining a record may also help you avoid gaslighting and reinforce your determination to protect yourself. 
Set boundaries 
If leaving a toxic environment isn't financially possible or you want to try to make your circumstances more bearable, think about exploring ways to limit your interaction with the difficult party may be an option. 
Possibilities may include negotiating a role that puts distance between you and the toxic person, such as working different shifts or on different projects, Tosti-Kharas said.
You can also set deadlines for yourself to keep things from deteriorating, according to Szmuc. Examples: "I'm going to give this two weeks. Is there any improvement?" she said. "Is there a way internally where I can maybe change my circumstances or get someone else's opinion?"
Find a way out
Ideally, an employee who feels mistreated could appeal to someone from human resources or the offending employee's manager with evidence to show a pattern of conduct violations and disciplinary action would be taken, Tosti-Kharas said. 
But that doesn't always happen, leaving the reporting party in close proximity with the person they reported. "In the real world, you may realize they are unlikely to go anywhere, and it's you who has to go somewhere," Tosti-Kharas said. 
In extreme situations, it's best to look for another job, she said. 
If an inspector found radon in your house, "you wouldn't say, 'Let me try to work with the radon,' or 'How can I keep it there but maybe lessen the effects?'" she said. "You would get the toxin out of the situation or you would get yourself out of the situation."
Most people can't afford to leave their jobs without another one lined up. Carving out time to apply for different jobs is difficult when you feel under assault but also is empowering and may lead to a better situation.
"If somebody gives you an impression that you're not able to leave this job, that's just not true," Grouette said. "Those sorts of people don't have the reach or respect that they claim to have, because if they're volatile to you, they're volatile to others."
____

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well.
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                    World News

    An Israeli woman on her way to give birth was killed in a West Bank attack




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Israeli settlers look towards their neighboring village the morning after a Palestinian gunman killed Tzeela Gez, who was on her way to the hospital to give birth, outside of the West Bank settlement of Bruchin, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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            Israeli settlers look towards their neighboring village the morning after a Palestinian gunman killed Tzeela Gez, who was on her way to the hospital to give birth, outside of the West Bank settlement of Bruchin, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli soldiers search a Palestinian village next to the West Bank settlement of Bruchin, the morning after a Palestinian gunman killed Tzeela Gez, who was on her way to the hospital to give birth, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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            Israeli soldiers search a Palestinian village next to the West Bank settlement of Bruchin, the morning after a Palestinian gunman killed Tzeela Gez, who was on her way to the hospital to give birth, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Young Israeli settlers sit outside of the West Bank settlement of Bruchin, the morning after a Palestinian gunman killed Tzeela Gez, who was on her way to the hospital to give birth, outside of the settlement, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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            Young Israeli settlers sit outside of the West Bank settlement of Bruchin, the morning after a Palestinian gunman killed Tzeela Gez, who was on her way to the hospital to give birth, outside of the settlement, Thursday, May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            TIA GOLDENBERG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

    

                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Tzeela Gez was on her way to the hospital to bring new life into this world when hers was suddenly cut short.
As her husband drove their car through the winding roads of the occupied West Bank late Wednesday, a Palestinian attacker shot at them. Within hours, Gez, nine months pregnant, was dead. Doctors barely saved the life of the baby, who is in serious but stable condition.
Israel says it is trying to prevent such attacks by waging a monthslong crackdown on West Bank militants that intensified earlier this year. But the escalating offensive, which has killed hundreds of Palestinians over 19 months, displaced tens of thousands and caused widespread destruction, has ultimately not snuffed out attacks.
And the latest bloodshed is only likely to fuel a cycle of violence that has persisted for decades between Israelis and Palestinians. Israel has pledged to find the attacker, who fled the scene, and the military chief of staff, who visited the area Thursday, told troops that the broader operation would continue alongside the manhunt.

    
"We will use all the tools at our disposal and reach the murderers in order to hold them accountable," Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir said, according to a statement from the military, which said it had sealed Palestinian villages in the area of the attack and set up checkpoints. 



    
        




    




The shooting, especially because the victim was a pregnant mother with three other children, has the potential to ignite vigilante violence against Palestinians by radical Jewish settlers. They regularly storm Palestinian towns and villages, burning and damaging property, in response to such attacks. Marauding settlers are rarely held to account for their actions and Palestinians are left to pick up the pieces of the destruction with little recourse to compensation or assistance from Israeli authorities.

    
'A mother in her essence'
Gez, 37, and her husband Hananel, were residents of Bruchin, a settlement of some 2,900 in the northern West Bank. She worked as a therapist and on her Facebook page, shared developments in her professional life as well as her thoughts on the war in Gaza, the fallen Israeli soldiers and the hostages still held by Hamas. Meital Ben Yosef, head of the settlement's local council, told Israeli Army radio that Gez was "all mother. A mother in her essence."
"A couple of parents were driving to the happiest moment that a parent can experience and the wife is killed on the way. It's a horrific incident," she said.
Photos of the car released by the military showed a bullet hole on the passenger side of the windshield and a streak of blood on a back door. Soldiers searched the rugged brush on the sides of the road following the attack, according to video released by the Israeli military.
Abu Obeida, spokesman for Hamas' armed wing, praised the attack as "heroic" in a video statement Wednesday but stopped short of saying the militant group was behind it.
On Thursday, military checkpoints slowed down traffic on roads in the vicinity of the attack, and many Palestinian motorists were at a standstill as they tried to make their journeys, according to video shared on social media. 

    
Concern about reprisal attacks 
The attack sparked outrage and calls for revenge. 
"Just as we are flattening Rafah, Khan Younis and Gaza, we must flatten the nests of terror in Judea and Samaria," wrote the Israeli finance minister and a settler firebrand, Bezalel Smotrich, in a post on X, referring to the West Bank by its biblical name. 
The violence in the West Bank escalated when the war in Gaza erupted with Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel. Israel has staged frequent raids in the territory, especially but not limited to its north, using ground and air power in violence that has killed many militants but also other Palestinians, some of them throwing rocks to protest the incursions as well as others not involved in confrontations. 
On Thursday, the Israeli military said its forces killed five militants in a raid that appeared unrelated to Gez's killing. Hamas mourned the men as "resistance heroes" but stopped short of claiming them as its fighters. 

    
Israel occupied the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war, along with Gaza and east Jerusalem, all territories the Palestinians seek for a future independent state. Around 500,000 Jewish settlers now live in about 130 settlements scattered across the West Bank. 
Much of the international community views settlements as illegal and an obstacle to Palestinian statehood. Israel views the West Bank as its biblical heartland and believes the fate of the settlements should be determined in peace negotiations, which have been moribund for some 15 years. 

Israel says much of the Palestinian militancy in the West Bank is fueled by Iran and views the fighting there as part of its ongoing multifront wars to secure its borders and prevent a second Oct. 7-style attack.
___
Associated Press writers Jalal Bwaitel in Ramallah, West Bank, and Sally Abou AlJoud in Beirut contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    Religion

    Those who've worked with Pope Leo XIV are optimistic he'll elevate women's roles -- with limits
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            Before becoming Pope Leo XIV, Cardinal Robert Prevost presided over one of the most revolutionary reforms of Pope Francis' pontificate by having women serve on the Vatican board that vets nominations for bishops. But he also has said women cannot be ordained as priests. The women who've worked closely with his say they expect him as pope to continue to promote women in church governance positions -- but with limits. (AP Video shot by Andrea Rosa and Silvia Stellacci/Production by Trisha Thomas)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pink smoke rises in front of St. Peter's Basilica during a protest by the Women's Ordination Conference calling for full equality for women in the Catholic Church on the first day of the conclave to elect the 267th pope in Rome on Wednesday, May 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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            Pink smoke rises in front of St. Peter's Basilica during a protest by the Women's Ordination Conference calling for full equality for women in the Catholic Church on the first day of the conclave to elect the 267th pope in Rome on Wednesday, May 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV appears on the central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican to bless the crowd below on May 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Maria Lia Zervino, chosen by Pope Francis to be on the Dicastery for Bishops, is interviewed by The Associated Press in Rome on Friday, May 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andrea Rosa)]
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[image: Sister Nathalie Becquart walks inside the General Secretariat of the Synod in Rome on Saturday, May 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Before becoming Pope Leo XIV, Cardinal Robert Prevost presided over one of the most revolutionary reforms of Pope Francis' pontificate by having women serve on the Vatican board that vets nominations for bishops.
But he also has said decisively that women cannot be ordained as priests, and despite having worked for years in Peru where women often lead church communities, seems noncommittal on whether women could ever serve in any ministerial capacity.
Nevertheless, the women who have worked closely with Prevost in recent years have praised his leadership style, ability to listen and respect for their opinions. In interviews with The Associated Press, they say they expect that as pope, Leo will continue to promote women in church governance positions, albeit with limits.
Maria Lia Zervino was among the three women Francis appointed to the Dicastery for Bishops in 2022 to review possible appointments. It was a job previously held by cardinals and bishops, an old boy's club that has jealously guarded the secret process behind the appointment of bishops.

    
Zervino rejoiced when Prevost was elected pope, saying the respect he showed for her and other women on the board and their opinions gave them faith in him as a leader.



    
        




    




"I'm convinced that he doesn't need to learn how to work (with women), how to let them speak, to listen to them, to have them participate in decisions, because that's what he does anyway," said Zervino, the Argentine former head of the World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations.

    
    
    
Zervino said she expected Leo would continue Francis' reform processes, albeit in his own style.
"He's a simple man, serene, always with that smile that we saw that seems to come from an interior peace," she said in an interview. "So when you see someone who is balanced, peaceful and respectful and who welcomes what you say and is always ready to hear the other, you have faith in him."

    
A 2023 comment on women as priests
At a 2023 gathering of bishops on the future of the Catholic Church, Prevost was asked at a news conference about women in church leadership positions. He said it was "a work in progress" and that there would be a "continuing recognition of the fact that women can add a great deal to the life of the church on many different levels."
But he drew some very clear lines.
"I think we're all familiar with the very significant and long tradition of the church, and that the apostolic tradition is something that has been spelled out very clearly, especially if you want to talk about the question of women's ordination to the priesthood," he said in the Oct. 25, 2023, briefing.
Catholic women do much of the church's work in schools and hospitals and are usually responsible for passing the faith to the next generation. But they have long complained of second-class status in an institution that reserves the priesthood for men.
Prevost acknowledged Francis had created two commissions to study whether women could be made deacons, who perform many of the same functions as priests. While he said the issue was still open, he warned that turning women into clerics "doesn't necessarily solve a problem, it might make a new problem."

    
Just because a woman in society can be president doesn't mean there's an "immediate parallel" in the church, he argued.
"It isn't as simple as saying that at this stage we're going to change, if you will, the tradition of the church after 2,000 years on any one of those points," he said.
Deacons are ordained ministers who preside at weddings, baptisms and funerals. They can preach but cannot celebrate Mass. Married men can be ordained as deacons while women cannot, although historians say women served as deacons in the early Christian church.

    
A prudent and private listener
Karlijn Demasure, emeritus professor of practical theology at St. Paul University in Ottawa, served on a Vatican commission with Prevost proposing reforms to the authority of bishops and how they are selected. She said Prevost was absolutely convinced of the need to involve lay people and nuns in the selection of bishops, at least at an initial level.
"He listens well," Demasure said. "He hears what has been said, and if he doesn't agree, he says it but in a nice way: 'I wouldn't say it like this, or I wouldn't do it like that.'"
She said Prevost was quiet, "prudent and private." She wonders, though, what will happen with the work of the commission, one of 10 groups that are studying particularly thorny questions, such as the role of women, and were due to report back to the pope by July.
Sister Nathalie Becquart, one of the highest-ranking women at the Vatican, worked with Prevost during Francis' meeting, known as a synod, on the future of the church. She also happens to be his neighbor, living in the same Palazzo Sant'Uffizio inside the Vatican gates, and was among the well-wishers who greeted Leo when he came home the night of his May 8 election. 
Becquart posted a joyous selfie with the pope in the courtyard in one of the first private moments after his election. "I had time to greet him, not just as a neighbor," she said. 

    
The women's diaconate
Becquart recalled that she had been at a conference of the 900 nuns who run the world's female religious orders when the white smoke came out of the Sistine Chapel chimney. It didn't bother her that the nuns had no vote in the conclave, since the cardinals "could see that the church is the people of God."
"Synodality is about feeling we are from the same body, we are interdependent, we have a deep inner connection, and for me that was a deep spiritual experience I could never imagine before," she said.
Also during the conclave, advocates for women's ordination set off pink smoke flares over the Vatican to protest their exclusion from the priesthood and the election process.
"The discrimination and exclusion of women is a sin, and we're here to say the next pope will inherit this question and needs to work quickly to correct it," said Kate McElwee, executive director of the Women's Ordination Conference.
Hofstra University researcher Phyllis Zagano, who was on Francis' first Vatican commission on women deacons, remains optimistic. She pointed to Prevost's acknowledgement that the deacon issue was still open and that he ministered in Peru, a region that has pushed for years for the church to recognize women as ministerial deacons to help offset the priest shortage.
In a column for Religion News Service, Zagano noted that a recent proposal for a new Amazonian liturgical rite, published last month by the Amazonian bishops conference, contained explicit recommendations for women to be ordained as deacons. When Francis in 2020 considered official requests from Amazonian bishops for female deacons, he dodged the issue.
"Women deserve the ordained diaconal ministry of women," she said in an interview.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Zelenskyy enviara una delegacion a Estambul para conversaciones de paz con Rusia
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                                        ANKARA, Turquia (AP) -- El presidente de Ucrania, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, dijo el jueves que enviara un equipo encabezado por su ministro de Defensa a Estambul para las primeras conversaciones de paz directas con una delegacion rusa desde las primeras semanas de la invasion a gran escala de su pais, emprendida por Moscu en 2022.
Zelenskyy tomo esta decision despues de que el presidente ruso, Vladimir Putin, declinara asistir a una reunion cara a cara con el en Turquia, que el lider ucraniano habia propuesto en una serie de maniobras diplomaticas realizadas el pasado fin de semana.
Zelenskyy dijo en una conferencia de prensa en Ankara, la capital turca, que la delegacion rusa no incluye a "nadie que realmente tome decisiones", y acuso a Moscu de no tomar en serio los esfuerzos para poner fin a la guerra.
Sin embargo, expreso que, para demostrar al presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, que Ucrania busca poner fin al conflicto, decidio enviar a funcionarios desde Ankara a Estambul --a mas de 400 kilometros (casi 300 millas) de distancia-- para sus primeras conversaciones directas desde marzo de 2022, tras la invasion a gran escala de Rusia a su vecino el mes anterior.

    
Dijo que la parte ucraniana estaria encabezada por el ministro de Defensa, Rustem Umerov, y su objetivo es "intentar al menos los primeros pasos hacia la desescalada, los primeros pasos hacia el fin de la guerra, es decir, un alto el fuego".



    
        




    




La ausencia de Putin rompio las esperanzas de un avance en los esfuerzos de paz que habian recibido un impulso en los ultimos meses por parte del gobierno de Trump y los lideres de Europa Occidental en medio de intensas maniobras. Tambien aumento la posibilidad de intensificar las sanciones internacionales sobre Rusia, que se han visto amenazadas por Occidente.

    
    
    
El presidente turco, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, recibio a Zelenskyy con una guardia de honor en el palacio presidencial en Ankara antes de que ambos mantuvieran conversaciones.

    
"Ahora, despues de tres anos de inmenso sufrimiento, finalmente hay una ventana de oportunidad", dijo el ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Turquia, Hakan Fidan, en una reunion de la OTAN que se lleva a cabo por separado en Turquia. "Las conversaciones... podrian abrir un nuevo capitulo".
La guerra ha provocado la muerte de decenas de miles de soldados de ambos bandos y de mas de 12,000 civiles ucranianos, segun la ONU, y continua a lo largo de la linea del frente de batalla, de aproximadamente 1,000 kilometros (620 millas). Las fuerzas rusas preparan una nueva ofensiva militar, segun el gobierno ucraniano y analistas militares occidentales.
Al menos cinco civiles murieron y 29 resultaron heridos en el ultimo dia, segun autoridades de cinco regiones orientales de Ucrania donde el ejercito de Rusia trata de avanzar.

    
Un fin de semana de maniobras diplomaticas
Las maniobras diplomaticas comenzaron el fin de semana, cuando los lideres europeos se reunieron con Zelenskyy en Kiev y urgieron al Kremlin a acordar un alto el fuego completo e incondicional de 30 dias como primer paso hacia la paz. Putin respondio mas tarde proponiendo conversaciones directas con Ucrania en Estambul. Luego vino el desafio de Zelenskyy a Putin para sostener conversaciones cara a cara.
Tras varios dias de silencio, el Kremlin finalmente respondio el jueves, cuando el portavoz Dmitry Peskov senalo que Putin no tiene planes de viajar a Estambul en los proximos dias.
Trump dijo que no le sorprendia la inasistencia de Putin. El mandatario estadounidense habia presionado para que Putin y Zelenskyy se reunieran, pero desestimo la aparente decision de Putin de no acudir.
"No pense que fuera posible que Putin fuera si yo no estoy alli", dijo a los periodistas en una reunion con ejecutivos de negocios en Doha, Qatar, en el tercer dia de su visita a Oriente Medio.
Trump dijo que una reunion entre el y Putin era crucial para romper el estancamiento.
"No creo que vaya a pasar nada, te guste o no, hasta que (Putin) y yo nos reunamos", dijo en el Air Force One mientras viajaba de Doha a Abu Dabi, la capital de Emiratos Arabes Unidos. "Pero tendremos que resolverlo porque demasiadas personas estan muriendo".

    
Peskov dijo que Putin no tiene planes de reunirse con Trump en los proximos dias.
Vladimir Medinsky, un asistente de Putin, lidera el equipo ruso que tambien incluira a otros tres altos funcionarios, dijo el Kremlin. El mandatario ruso tambien nombro a cuatro funcionarios de menor nivel como "expertos" para las conversaciones en Estambul.
Tambien estuvieron ausentes de las conversaciones el ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Rusia, Serguei Lavrov, y el asesor de politica exterior de Putin, Yuri Ushakov, quienes representaron a Rusia en las conversaciones con Estados Unidos en Arabia Saudi en marzo.
La delegacion ucraniana de alto nivel incluyo al ministro de Defensa, Rustem Umerov, al ministro de Relaciones Exteriores, Andrii Sybiha, y al jefe de la oficina presidencial ucraniana, Andriy Yermak, dijo un funcionario ucraniano. Zelenskyy se sentara en la mesa de negociaciones solo con Putin, dijo el asesor presidencial Mykhailo Podolyak.

    
No estaban claros los detalles sobre cuando y donde la delegacion ucraniana podria reunirse con sus homologos rusos, en caso de hacerlo. Rusia dijo que las conversaciones se han pospuesto hasta la tarde "por iniciativa de la parte turca".
La agencia noticiosa rusa Tass dijo que las conversaciones se llevarian a cabo en una oficina presidencial en el Bosforo, en Estambul.
Putin se reunio el miercoles por la noche con altos funcionarios del gobierno y miembros de la delegacion en preparacion para las conversaciones, dijo Peskov. Tambien asistieron el ministro de Defensa, Andrei Belousov, el jefe del Estado Mayor General, Valery Gerasimov, y el secretario del Consejo de Seguridad Nacional, Serguei Shoigu.
Rusia califica a las conversaciones como un "reinicio"
El Kremlin califico las conversaciones del jueves como un "reinicio" de las negociaciones de paz que se llevaron a cabo en Estambul en 2022, pero que rapidamente se desmoronaron. Moscu acuso a Ucrania y a Occidente de querer continuar la lucha, mientras que Kiev dijo que las demandas de Rusia equivalian a un ultimatum y no a algo en lo que ambas partes pudieran estar de acuerdo.
La delegacion de Rusia tambien estaba encabezada por Medinsky.
La propuesta de Putin se produjo despues de mas de tres meses de esfuerzos diplomaticos iniciados por Trump, quien prometio durante su campana poner fin rapidamente a la devastadora guerra, aunque esto ha sido dificil de lograr. En las ultimas semanas, el gobierno estadounidense indico que podria retirarse del esfuerzo de paz si no habia un progreso tangible pronto.
Sybiha, el ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Ucrania, se reunio el miercoles por la noche con el secretario de Estado de Estados Unidos, Marco Rubio, y con el Senador Lindsey Graham, en la ciudad turca de Antalya, que alberga a ministros de Relaciones Exteriores de la OTAN para discutir nuevos objetivos de inversion en defensa mientras Estados Unidos cambia su enfoque hacia desafios de seguridad fuera de Europa.
Sybiha reafirmo el apoyo de Ucrania a los esfuerzos de mediacion de Trump y agradecio a Estados Unidos por su continua participacion, instando a Moscu a "mostrar reciprocidad en los pasos constructivos de Ucrania" hacia la paz. "Hasta ahora, no lo ha hecho", dijo Sybiha.
El jueves por la manana, Sybiha tambien se reunio con otros ministros de Relaciones Exteriores europeos, entre los que estaba su homologo frances, Jean-Noel Barrot, quien, en una publicacion en X, reitero el llamado a un alto el fuego y la amenaza de "sanciones masivas" si Rusia no cumple.
"Estamos en una situacion muy dificil en este momento, y esperamos poder encontrar los pasos hacia adelante hacia el fin de esta guerra de manera negociada y la prevencion de cualquier guerra en el futuro", dijo Rubio el jueves.
El primer ministro britanico, Keir Starmer, acuso a Putin de "obstaculizar la paz".
"Solo hubo un pais que inicio este conflicto: fue Rusia. Fue Putin. Solo hay un pais que ahora obstaculiza la paz: es Rusia, es Putin", dijo en una visita a Tirana, Albania.
Barrot hizo eco de ese sentimiento: "Frente a los ucranianos hay una silla vacia, una que deberia haber sido ocupada por Vladimir Putin", dijo. "Vladimir Putin esta arrastrando los pies y, segun toda evidencia, no quiere entrar en estas discusiones de paz".
---

Los periodistas de The Associated Press Lorne Cook en Bruselas, Illia Novikov y Samya Kullab en Kiev, Ucrania, Dasha Litvinova en Tallin, Estonia, Aamer Madhani en Dubai, Emiratos Arabes Unidos, y Matthew Lee en Antalya, Turquia, contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Zelenskyy dice que enviara delegacion a Estambul para reunirse con funcionarios rusos
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                                        ANKARA, Turquia (AP) -- El presidente ucraniano Volodymyr Zelenskyy dijo el jueves que enviara un equipo encabezado por el ministro de Defensa, Rustem Umerov, a la ciudad turca de Estambul para conversaciones de paz con una delegacion rusa.
Zelenskyy afirmo en una conferencia de prensa en la capital turca, Ankara, que la delegacion rusa no incluye a "nadie que realmente tome decisiones".

Sin embargo, expreso que para demostrarle al presidente estadounidense Donald Trump que Ucrania busca poner fin a la guerra, decidio enviar funcionarios de Ankara a Estambul para la reunion.
Su objetivo es "intentar al menos los primeros pasos hacia la desescalada, los primeros pasos hacia el fin de la guerra, es decir, un alto el fuego".
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    54 personas mueren en bombardeos nocturnos en una ciudad del sur de Gaza, segun hospital




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Palestinos se marchan con sus pertenencias tras la orden israeli para evacuar varias escuelas y un hospital en el vecindario de Rimal, en la Ciudad de Gaza, el 14 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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                                        JAN YUNIS, Franja de Gaza (AP) -- Un hospital en el sur de Gaza reporto el jueves que mas de 50 personas fallecieron en ataques aereos nocturnos en la ciudad de Jan Yunis, en la segunda noche consecutiva de bombardeos intensos.
Los ataques coinciden con la gira del presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, por Oriente Medio, donde visitara estados del golfo Persico pero no Israel. Habia una esperanza generalizada de que la visita pudiera dar lugar a un acuerdo de alto el fuego o a la reanudacion de la entrada de ayuda humanitaria en la Franja, donde Israel impuso un bloqueo que esta ya en su tercer mes.
Un camarografo de Associated Press en la ciudad conto diez ataques aereos en la ciudad durante la madrugada y vio como se llevo a numerosos cuerpos a la morgue del Hospital Nasser. Algunas de las victimas llegaron en pedazos y algunas bolsas para cadaveres que contenian los restos de varias personas. La morgue del hospital confirmo que 54 personas habian muerto.

    
Uno de los fallecidos era un periodista que trabajaba para la televisora catari Al Araby TV, segun anuncio la cadena en un mensaje en redes sociales en el que explico que Hasan Samour habia muerto junto con 11 miembros de su familia en uno de los ataques en Jan Yunis.



    
        




    




El ejercito de Israel no realizo comentarios de inmediato sobre los ataques.
Fue la segunda noche de bombardeos intensos, despues de que los ataques aereos del miercoles en el norte y el sur del sitiado enclave palestino causaron al menos a 70 fallecidos, entre los que habia casi dos docenas de ninos.

    
    
    
Israel ha prometido intensificar la guerra

    

A principios de semana, el primer ministro de Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, se comprometio a seguir adelante con la escalada prometida en la guerra en Gaza para lograr su objetivo de destruir al grupo insurgente Hamas, que gobierna el territorio.
En comentarios difundidos por la oficina de Netanyahu el martes, el mandatario indico que las fuerzas israelies estaban a pocos dias de entrar en Gaza "con gran fuerza para completar la mision... Lo que significa destruir a Hamas".
El grupo de derechos humanos Human Rights Watch senalo el jueves que el plan anunciado por Israel de apoderarse de Gaza y desplazar a cientos de miles de personas "se acerca al exterminio" y pidio a la comunidad internacional que se pronuncie en contra.
La guerra comenzo cuando insurgentes liderados por Hamas mataron a 1.200 personas en una incursion en el sur de Israel el 7 de octubre de 2023. La ofensiva de represalia israeli se ha cobrado la vida de cerca de 53.000 palestinos, muchos de ellos mujeres y ninos, segun el Ministerio de Salud gazati, que no indica cuantos eran combatientes. Casi 3.000 personas fallecieron desde que Israel rompio un alto el fuego el 18 de marzo, anadio el ministerio.
Hamas todavia retiene a 58 de los aproximadamente 250 rehenes que tomo durante su ataque, de los cuales se cree que 23 siguen vivos, aunque las autoridades israelies han mostrado preocupacion por el estado de tres de ellos.

    
Ataques dejan fuera de servicio el unico hospital con atencion oncologica
El Ministerio de Salud de Gaza dijo el jueves que los ataques israelies han dejado fuera de servicio el Hospital Europeo de Jan Yunis, el unico que proporcionaba tratamientos contra el cancer en todo el enclave, debido a los graves danos en su infraestructura y vias de acceso.
El cierre paraliza todos los tratamientos especializados, incluidas las cirugias cardiacas y la atencion oncologica, anadio el ministerio.
El ejercito israeli lanzo dos ataques aereos contra el hospital el martes, alegando que su objetivo era un centro de mando de Hamas ubicado debajo del complejo. Seis personas murieron en la operacion.
El director del Hospital Europeo, Imad al-Hout, dijo a la AP que cuando ocurrieron esos ataques, en el interior del centro habia 200 pacientes. Todos fueron evacuados de forma gradual y los 90 ultimos fueron llevados a otros hospitales, incluido el Nasser en Jan Yunis, el miercoles por la manana. Ahora se estan realizando esfuerzos para coordinar la reparacion de las instalaciones, agrego. 

    
Bloqueo israeli de ayuda a Gaza entra en tercer mes
La campana israeli ha destruido vastas zonas del paisaje urbano de Gaza y desplazado al 90% de la poblacion, a menudo en varias ocasiones. Ademas, desde el 2 de marzo impide la entrada de toda ayuda al enclave, incluidos alimentos y medicamentos, y expertos internacionales en seguridad alimentaria han advertido de que la Franja se sumira en la hambruna no se levanta el bloqueo y se detiene la ofensiva militar.
Casi medio millon de palestinos enfrentan una posible inanicion mientras que un millon mas apenas pueden obtener comida suficiente, segun la Clasificacion Integrada de Fases de Seguridad Alimentaria, una autoridad internacional lider en evaluar la gravedad de las crisis de hambre.

Human Rights Watch indico que el plan de Israel para tomar de Gaza y quedarse alli, junto con la "destruccion sistematica" de la infraestructura civil y el bloqueo de todas las importaciones al territorio, son motivos para que los signatarios de la Convencion sobre el Genocidio actuen para prevenir sus movimientos.

    
Israel niega de forma contundente las acusaciones de que esta cometiendo genocidio en Gaza.
HRW pidio tambien a Hamas que libere a los rehenes que aun tiene en Gaza.
___
Goldenberg informo desde Tel Aviv, Israel.
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                    World News

    Una mujer israeli que iba a dar a luz fue asesinada en un ataque en Cisjordania




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
    [image: Colonos israelies miran hacia el pueblo vecino a la manana siguiente de que Tzeela Gez, que iba camino del hospital para dar a luz, fuera asesinada en un ataque a las afueras del asentamiento de Bruchin, en Cisjordania, el 15 de mayo de 2025. (AP Foto/Maya Alleruzzo)]
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Tzeela Gez se dirigia al hospital para traer una nueva vida a este mundo cuando la suya fue repentinamente truncada.
Mientras su esposo conducia por las sinuosas carreteras de la ocupada Cisjordania el miercoles por la noche, un atacante palestino les disparo. En cuestion de horas, Gez, embarazada de nueve meses, estaba muerta. Los medicos apenas lograron salvar la vida del bebe, que se encuentra en estado grave pero estable.
Israel dice que intenta prevenir ataques como ese con la ofensiva de los ultimos meses contra milicianos en Cisjordania, que se intensifico a principios de este ano. Pero la creciente campana, que ha matado a cientos de palestinos durante 19 meses, ha desplazado a decenas de miles y ha causado una destruccion generalizada, no ha logrado acabar con los ataques.
Y el ultimo derramamiento de sangre probablemente solo alimentara un ciclo de violencia que ha persistido durante decadas entre israelies y palestinos. Israel ha prometido encontrar al atacante, que huyo del lugar, y el jefe del Estado Mayor, que visito el area el jueves, dijo a las tropas que la operacion mas amplia continuaria junto con la busqueda del hombre.

    
"Usaremos todas las herramientas a nuestra disposicion y alcanzaremos a los asesinos para que rindan cuentas", dijo el teniente general Eyal Zamir, segun un comunicado del Ejercito, que dijo que habia bloqueado aldeas palestinas en el area del ataque y establecido puntos de control.



    
        




    




El tiroteo, especialmente porque la victima era una madre embarazada con otros tres hijos, tiene el potencial de desencadenar violencia contra palestinos por parte de colonos judios radicales. Estos grupos asaltan pueblos y aldeas palestinas de forma habitual, quemando y danando propiedades, en respuesta a ataques similares. Los colonos que merodean rara vez son responsabilizados por sus acciones y los palestinos se quedan recogiendo los pedazos de la destruccion con pocas opciones de compensacion o asistencia de las autoridades israelies.

    
"Una madre en su esencia"
Gez, de 37 anos, y su esposo, Hananel, vivian en Bruchin, un asentamiento de unos 2.900 habitantes en el norte de Cisjordania. Ella trabajaba como terapeuta y en su pagina de Facebook compartia detalles sobre su vida profesional, asi como sus pensamientos sobre la guerra en Gaza, los soldados israelies caidos y los rehenes aun retenidos por Hamas. Meital Ben Yosef, jefe del consejo local del asentamiento, dijo a la radio del Ejercito israeli que Gez era "toda madre. Una madre en su esencia".
"Una pareja de padres se dirigia al momento mas feliz que un padre puede experimentar y la esposa es asesinada en el camino. Es un incidente espantoso", dijo.
Fotos del coche publicadas por el Ejercito mostraban un agujero de bala en el lado del pasajero del parabrisas y una mancha de sangre en una puerta trasera. Los soldados buscaron entre la maleza en el terreno accidentado a los lados de la carretera tras el ataque, segun un video publicado por el Ejercito israeli.
Abu Obeida, portavoz del ala armada de Hamas, elogio el ataque como "heroico" en una declaracion en video el miercoles, pero no llego a decir que el grupo armado fuera responsable.
El jueves, los controles militares ralentizaron el trafico en las carreteras cercanas al ataque, y muchos conductores palestinos se quedaron parados mientras intentaban continuar sus viajes, segun un video compartido en redes sociales.

    
Preocupacion por ataques de represalia
El ataque provoco indignacion y peticiones de venganza.
"Asi como estamos arrasando Rafah, Jan Yunis y Gaza, debemos arrasar los nidos de terrorismo en Judea y Samaria", escribio el ministro israeli de Finanzas, el combativo colono Bezalel Smotrich, en una publicacion en X, refiriendose a Cisjordania por su nombre biblico.
La violencia en Cisjordania se intensifico cuando estallo la guerra en Gaza tras el ataque de Hamas del 7 de octubre de 2023 en el sur de Israel. Israel ha llevado a cabo frecuentes redadas en el territorio, especialmente pero no solo en la zona norte, utilizando poder terrestre y aereo en una violencia que ha matado a muchos milicianos, pero tambien a otros palestinos, como personas que arrojaban piedras para protestar contra las incursiones y otros no involucrados en las confrontaciones.

    
El jueves, el ejercito israeli dijo que sus fuerzas mataron a cinco milicianos en una redada que parecia no estar relacionada con el asesinato de Gez. Hamas lamento a los hombres como "heroes de la resistencia" pero no llego a reclamarlos como sus combatientes.
Israel ocupo Cisjordania en la guerra de los Seis Dias de 1967, junto con Gaza y Jerusalen Oriental, todos territorios que los palestinos reclaman para un futuro estado independiente. Alrededor de 500.000 colonos judios viven ahora en unos 130 asentamientos dispersos por Cisjordania.
Gran parte de la comunidad internacional ve los asentamientos como ilegales y un obstaculo para la creacion de un estado palestino. Israel ve a Cisjordania como su patria biblica y cree que el destino de los asentamientos debe determinarse en negociaciones de paz, que llevan estancadas durante unos 15 anos.


    
Israel dice que gran parte de la militancia palestina en Cisjordania esta alimentada por Iran y ve la lucha alli como parte de su guerra de varios frentes para asegurar sus fronteras y prevenir un segundo ataque al estilo del 7 de octubre.
___
Los periodistas de Associated Press Jalal Bwaitel en Ramala, Cisjordania, y Sally Abou AlJoud en Beirut contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Estados de EEUU gobernados por republicanos buscan penalizar transporte de inmigrantes irregulares
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Alabama, EE.UU. (AP) -- Los legisladores de Alabama aprobaron una ley que convierte en delito grave el introducir al estado de forma intencional a alguien que se encuentre en Estados Unidos sin autorizacion legal, acogiendo proyectos de ley similares a nivel nacional que podrian restringir los viajes entre estados para algunos inmigrantes.
La ley, que recibio la aprobacion final el miercoles, protege "no solo a los ciudadanos de Alabama, sino tambien a las personas que estan inmigrando aqui legalmente y haciendo todo de la manera correcta", sostuvo el senador republicano Wes Kitchens, patrocinador del proyecto de ley.
La medida establece exenciones para profesionales medicos como conductores de ambulancias y empleados de bufetes de abogados, educadores, iglesias u organizaciones beneficas que realicen tareas "no comerciales". La ley tambien describe un proceso para que las fuerzas del orden determinen el estatus migratorio de una persona que haya sido arrestada. La propuesta se dirige ahora a la gobernadora de Alabama, Kay Ivey, quien tiene 10 dias para firmar la ley o de lo contrario fracasara por un veto de bolsillo.

    
Alabama se une a al menos otros nueve estados que han considerado aprobar una ley este ano que convierte en delito el transportar a inmigrantes que se encuentran de manera irregular en Estados Unidos, segun un analisis de The Associated Press utilizando el software Plural, que da seguimiento a los proyectos de ley. Es uno de los muchos proyectos de ley recientemente aprobados por legislaturas estatales conservadoras que buscan apoyar la represion de la inmigracion del presidente Donald Trump.



    
        




    




Los activistas senalan que Alabama podria terminar atrapando a personas que proporcionan transporte a traves de las fronteras estatales para servicios esenciales, como audiencias en cortes federales de inmigracion en Nueva Orleans y Atlanta, viajes obligatorios a consulados fuera del estado y visitas familiares.

    
    
    
Jordan Stallworth, de 38 anos, trabaja como coordinador de participacion civica para la Coalicion de Justicia para Inmigrantes de Alabama y vive en Wedowee, Alabama, un pueblo rural de unas 800 personas que esta a solo 20 minutos de Georgia en un viaje en carretera. Su esposa tiene familiares que viven sin estatus legal en ambos estados y a menudo ayuda a miembros de la familia y otros inmigrantes en la comunidad con el transporte.

    
Recientemente, llevo a un familiar sin estatus legal a la sala de maternidad en Carrollton, Georgia, a 56 kilometros (35 millas) de distancia, ya que el hospital local no tiene una. Stallworth teme que viajes similares sean penalizados.
"No voy a quedarme aqui mientras alguien se muere frente a mi solo para tener un bebe; no voy a quedarme aqui y simplemente dejarla morir, sea familia o no", subrayo Stallworth.
La ley federal ya tipifica como delito el transporte intencionado de alguien que se encuentra en Estados Unidos con estatus migratorio irregular. Esa ley se ha utilizado en areas fronterizas contra conductores que recogen a personas que cruzan a Estados Unidos sin autorizacion legar. Pero historicamente no se ha utilizado para cosas menores como llevar a alguien al supermercado, dijo Kathleen Campbell Walker, una abogada de inmigracion con mucha experiencia en El Paso, Texas.

    
Pero los defensores de los inmigrantes estan observando para ver si eso cambia bajo Trump.
"La probabilidad de que eso se aplique es mayor ahora debido al enfoque en remover a personas indocumentadas de Estados Unidos", indico Walker.
La ley de Alabama es similar a una ley aprobada en Florida en 2023, que convirtio en delito estatal el transporte intencionado de alguien que haya ingresado de manera irregular a Estados Unidos. Un juez federal emitio una orden judicial preliminar contra la ley de Florida el ano pasado, senalando su preeminencia por la ley federal. Pero en marzo, el juez limito esa orden judicial para bloquear la aplicacion de la ley solo contra algunos que demandaron, incluidos varios individuos y miembros de la Asociacion de Trabajadores Agricolas de Florida.

    
El congresista democrata Phillip Ensler testifico contra el proyecto de ley de Alabama, diciendo que el delito ya existe bajo la ley federal. Concedio que las exenciones mejoraron el proyecto de ley, pero dijo: "Parece muy cruel y demasiado amplio que vayamos a penalizar a personas que hacen cosas inocentes".
El gobernador de Tennessee, Bill Lee, un republicano, firmo una ley la semana pasada que penaliza el albergar, transportar o esconder a individuos sin estatus de inmigracion legal "con el proposito de obtener ventaja comercial o ganancia financiera privada".
Texas tambien ha endurecido sus leyes de inmigracion. El ano pasado, aumento las penas de prision bajo una ley estatal contra el trafico de inmigrantes que prohibe transportar a personas con la intencion de ocultarlas de las fuerzas del orden.


    
Algunas de las medidas similares consideradas por las legislaturas este ano se aplicaran de manera mas limitada que las leyes de Florida y Texas. Una ley de Idaho firmada en marzo por el gobernador republicano Brad Little crea un delito grave de "trafico de un extranjero ilegal peligroso", definido como el transporte intencionado de alguien en el pais sin autorizacion legal y que ha sido condenado por un delito grave o ciertos delitos sexuales. El nuevo delito es punible con hasta dos anos de prision y una multa de 10.000 dolares.
____
Lieb reporto desde Jefferson City, Missouri.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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