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      Breaking News

      
        Capital at risk in future quake
        While the likelihood of Bangkok experiencing another major earthquake similar to the one that occurred in Myanmar on March 28 remains very low, experts say the city may be significantly affected by quakes along two fault lines in the region, which have been dormant for quite some time. &nbsp;&nbsp;

      

      
        Tremor-proof properties touted by Sansiri
        Buildings in Bangkok developed by Thailand's real estate leader, Sansiri, successfully withstood the impact of the March 28 earthquake, affirming the structural safety of all of its projects, the company's chief strategy officer said on Thursday.

      

      
        Structural checks urged after quake
        The Thailand Structural Engineers Association (TSEA) has urged building owners to inspect and reinforce the structural integrity of their properties in preparation for future earthquakes, following recent tremors from Myanmar that were felt as far as Bangkok.

      

      
        Govt urged to improve crisis messaging
        Effective communication is essential for strengthening public awareness and preparedness during a crisis, said Assoc Prof Alongkorn Parivudhiphongs, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Communication Arts at Chulalongkorn University, following the earthquake on March 28.

      

      
        Thais, Chinese arrested in raid on scam gang
        Police arrested 18 Thais and 13 Chinese nationals in Chon Buri, Rayong and Samut Prakan provinces, allegedly for forming a scam gang and assaulting the holders of their mule bank accounts.

      

      
        Unique geography puts city at risk, says seismologist
        While the likelihood of another earthquake hitting Thailand in the near future remains very low, many parts of the country --- including Bangkok --- are at high risk of experiencing tremors originating from nearby fault lines, a seismologist has warned.

      

      
        Government tightens rules to prevent illegal work by foreign students
        The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) has introduced new regulations to prevent foreign students from using short courses as a cover for illegal work in Thailand. Effective immediately, all institutions must submit their short course curricula for review.

      

      
        Arrest warrants issued for Premchai, 16 others over SAO building collapse
        The Criminal Court on Thursday approved arrest warrants for 17 people, including construction tycoon Premchai Karnasuta, in connection with the collapse of the 2.1-billion-baht State Audit Office building in Bangkok, triggered by the 7.7-magnitude earthquake in central Myanmar on March 28.&nbsp;

      

      
        Armed and disturbed man did not surrender all day long in Bangkok
        Police were still trying to get an armed and disturbed man in Bangkok Noi district to surrender on Thursday evening after he repeatedly shot his gun skywards and hiding in a house of relatives from Thursday morning.

      

      
        Broker arrested in Pattaya over funds from Wat Rai Khing abbot
        Authorities in Pattaya have arrested a broker linked to an online gambling network who received illicit funds from Wat Rai Khing's abbot, who surrendered to police to assert his innocence.
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                                While the likelihood of Bangkok experiencing another major earthquake similar to the one that occurred in Myanmar on March 28 remains very low, experts say the city may be significantly affected by quakes along two fault lines in the region, which have been dormant for quite some time.   
The experts made the remarks at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum 2025 "After the Quake: From Lessons to Prevention. What We Must Know When the World Shifts", held at Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Communication Arts in Bangkok on Thursday.

Prof Dr Pennung Warnitchai, chair of the Structural Engineering programme at the Asian Institute of Technology, told the forum that a previous study had identified three major fault lines that could potentially trigger a strong earthquake impacting Bangkok.

They are the Kanchanaburi Fault in western Thailand, which could produce a quake of magnitude 7.0 to 7.5, the Sagaing Fault in Myanmar, with the potential for a magnitude 8.0 event, and the Arakan Subduction Zone in the Andaman Sea, which could generate a powerful quake ranging from magnitude 8.5 to 9.0.

The earthquake which struck the region on March 28 was caused by a slip along the Sagaing Fault, which leaves two remaining fault zones with the potential to affect the region.

He said the probability of either event occurring within the lifetime of the current generation is very low, estimated at just 10%.

He explained that because Bangkok and its surrounding areas sit atop a soft soil basin, low-frequency seismic waves from distant earthquakes can be significantly amplified -- by as much as three to four times -- as they pass through the basin.

[image: From left, Poomipak Julmanichoti, Chief Strategy Officer of Sansiri Public Company Limited; Prof Amorn Pimanmas, President of the Thai Structural Engineers Association; Assoc Prof Preeda Akarachantachote, Dean of Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Communication Arts; Worachai Bhicharnchitr, Vice Chairman Bangkok Post PLC; Prof Pennung Warnitchai, Professor of Structural Engineering, Asian Institute of Technology; and Assoc Prof Alongkorn Parivudhiphongs, Deputy Dean of Research and International Affairs, Head of the Department of Journalism and Information of Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Communication Arts; at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum 2025 ]
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Amorn Pimanmas, president of the Thailand Structural Engineers Association, said most buildings in Thailand were built to withstand earthquakes comparable to the one that took place on March 28.

Prof Dr Amorn said the March 28 earthquake presents an opportunity for Thailand to review and improve existing standards, by addressing any gaps in regulations, which would in turn restore public confidence in the nation's construction standards.

Meanwhile, Poomipak Julmanichoti, chief strategy officer of Sansiri Plc, affirmed that all of its buildings nationwide remain structurally safe following the March 28 quake.

He said that after the quake, it took the company three to four days to conduct safety checks at more than 200 projects.

Its staff also helped more than 20,000 households with insurance claims for cracks and damages to the buildings from the quake.

After inspecting over 50,000 units across Bangkok, the company said most projects only reported minor exterior damage.

He said Sansiri is committed to ensuring resident safety and long-term sustainability through the use of earthquake-resistant designs and sustainable construction materials, he said.

The foundations of 29 upcoming projects have been reinforced to ensure soil stability, underscoring the company's proactive approach to building safety in a seismically sensitive region, he said.

In addition to engineering and structural concerns, the seminar also highlighted weaknesses in public communication during the crisis. 

Assoc Prof Alongkorn Parivudhiphongs raised concerns about the lack of preparation and emergency response plan, which resulted in mass panic, especially after images and clips from unrelated disasters began making their rounds on social media.

"I still question whether people know what to do after receiving an early warning alert, he added.

"We need a reliable, centralised warning system that not only alerts the public but also provides essential knowledge -- such as basic engineering concepts, geographical awareness, and crisis communication strategies," said Assoc Prof Alongkorn.

"We also need to understand how to manage algorithmic challenges, especially when online platforms recycle and amplify a mix of information and fake news."

[image: Worachai Bhicharnchitr delivers the opening remark at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum 2025.        ]
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                                Buildings in Bangkok developed by Thailand's real estate leader, Sansiri, successfully withstood the impact of the March 28 earthquake, affirming the structural safety of all of its projects, the company's chief strategy officer said on Thursday.
Speaking at a forum titled "After the Quake" co-hosted by the Bangkok Post Plc and the Communication Arts Department of Chulalongkorn University, Poomipak Julmanichoti said many buildings in the capital have been built on an unstable soil basin in 10 zones where several Sansiri developments -- particularly high-rise residential condominiums -- are located.

He confirmed that all of Sansiri's properties remain structurally sound, with only minor damage limited to exterior areas where lightweight bricks were used.

Within three days of the quake, a team of engineering professionals and other Sansiri employees completed their inspections and monitored five key systems in the firm's properties: electricity, water pipelines, elevator systems, structural stability, and fire safety.

These checks were conducted across more than 50,000 households in Bangkok, Mr Poomipak said.

He said the company's swift response to the crisis reflects its two core commitments: ensuring residents' safety and managing expectations transparently in post-crisis situations.

"We guarantee that all residents receive responses regarding insurance claims within two weeks, assuring them that their concerns are being addressed," said Mr Poomipak.

"Most of the damage was limited to surface cracks or broken walls. Sansiri has dealt with flooding in the past, so residents are already familiar with the insurance protocol and claims process."

Whether low-rise or high-rise, all Sansiri buildings are designed with quake-resistant structures that provide flexibility to absorb seismic vibrations, he noted, adding that more than 200 of its projects have been confirmed as completely safe.

Sustainable construction materials such as green cement and precast concrete are already being used in both its new and existing residential developments, the chief strategy officer said. 

Numerous seismic studies and post-earthquake assessments have demonstrated that precast concrete elements offer exceptional durability.

Their ability to maintain structural integrity under high stress makes them ideal for earthquake-resilient construction, Mr Poomipak noted.

He said the land beneath all 29 of the firm's upcoming projects has already undergone proper landfilling to enhance soil stability.

The value of Sansiri properties -- whether new or established -- is driven primarily by their location.

While sustainable building materials come at a higher cost, Sansiri has invested in its own advanced precast production facility. This allows the company to maintain quality and control costs, without passing the burden on to consumers, said Mr Poomipak.

For existing properties, Sansiri is prioritising knowledge sharing, particularly within its property management programmes and project management teams, he said.
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                                The Thailand Structural Engineers Association (TSEA) has urged building owners to inspect and reinforce the structural integrity of their properties in preparation for future earthquakes, following recent tremors from Myanmar that were felt as far as Bangkok.
Speaking in a forum titled "After the Quake" co-hosted by the Bangkok Post Plc and the Communication Arts of Chulalongkorn University, Professor Amorn Pimanmas, president of the association, said the March 28 earthquake originated along the Sagaing Fault, which stretches across Mandalay, Bago and Yangon.

Despite being over 1,000 kilometres from Bangkok, the tremors affected buildings in the capital. "This fault line will be with us for a very long time. We cannot predict when a more powerful quake will occur -- only that it will," he said.

Prof Amorn said the event served as an "unintentional test" of Bangkok's buildings. While most structures remained intact, the under-construction State Audit Office (SAO) building collapsed entirely.

He cited poor design as the primary cause of the SAO collapse, noting that the lift shaft walls -- typically a key structural support -- gave way, leading to a vertical collapse. "The building didn't sway like it was designed to; it simply fell. That shouldn't happen," he said.

Several dozen buildings recorded structural damage due to the quake, with minor cracks found in hundreds more.

Prof Amorn advised that building owners do not need to demolish old structures to make them safer. Engineers can identify weaknesses and reinforce them using modern materials such as carbon fibre, which helps prevent cracking and keeps steel reinforcements from bending.

He also recommended the use of affordable seismic sensors, which cost under 30,000 baht each and can provide vital real-time data on a building's stability during an earthquake.

In Japan, similar measures -- including flexible metal foundations and gel pads to prevent objects from falling -- are standard practice.

Prof Amorn expressed concern about the Srisawat Fault, just 200 kilometres from Bangkok, which could generate a quake as strong as magnitude 7.5.

"We still have time to strengthen our buildings, particularly the lift shafts that serve as their backbone," he said.

"I hope we can address these issues before a more powerful and truly destructive earthquake strikes."
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                                Effective communication is essential for strengthening public awareness and preparedness during a crisis, said Assoc Prof Alongkorn Parivudhiphongs, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Communication Arts at Chulalongkorn University, following the earthquake on March 28.
Speaking at Knowledge Forum: After the Quake, co-hosted by the Communication Arts faculty and the Bangkok Post on Thursday, Assoc Prof Alongkorn emphasised that the Thai government has consistently fallen short in its crisis communication efforts, a failure that often leads to public panic and confusion.

He pointed to the recent earthquake that originated in Mandalay in Myanmar, which was felt in 57 provinces in Thailand and caused damage to hundreds of high-rise buildings, mainly in Bangkok and Chiang Mai, as a key example of the consequences of poor communication.

"Social media has made it easy for misinformation and fake news to spread rapidly," he said. "This creates widespread confusion, particularly since people have unequal access to accurate and reliable information. Bridging this information gap is a major challenge for the government."

Assoc Prof Alongkorn stressed the importance of delivering alerts and ensuring that the public understands how to respond to them.

"The government has tested its emergency alert system, and while people received the warnings, many didn't know what actions to take. This is a critical weakness that must be addressed," he said.

He noted that the recent quake served as an important wake-up call.

"It showed us how little experience and knowledge the general public has in dealing with earthquakes."

For example, he said that Japanese students attending classes at the university at the time were reported to have recognised the tremor immediately and promptly evacuated the building, while Thai students remained uncertain about what was happening.

He also highlighted the growing influence of social media in shaping public perception during emergencies.

"As the media landscape evolves, it's crucial that social media platforms collaborate to ensure that only accurate, fact-based information is disseminated during crises," he said.

To address these issues, Assoc Prof Alongkorn urged the government to prioritise the development of a comprehensive crisis communication strategy, not just for earthquakes but also for other potential natural disasters.

"Preparedness includes having all the necessary support systems in place, especially a responsive public health infrastructure to aid victims during emergencies," he said.
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                                Police arrested 18 Thais and 13 Chinese nationals in Chon Buri, Rayong and Samut Prakan provinces, allegedly for forming a scam gang and assaulting the holders of their mule bank accounts.
The 31 suspects were arrested during multiple raids on Wednesday, Poj Maj Gen Athip Pongsiwapai, commander of the Technology Crime Suppression Division, said on Thursday.

During the raids, police impounded 49 bank books, 49 automatic teller machine (ATM) cards, 66 mobile phones, two notebook computers, three cars, two motorcycles, valuables and about 1 million baht in cash. The suspects face charges of public fraud, money laundering and illegal assembly.

The commander said the gang used various tactics, including fake sales platforms, investment schemes, job offers and criminal charges to trick victims. Victims had previously filed 291 complaints against the gang with police.

The gang also lured others into opening mule accounts, which were detained in Rayong. The account holders were forced to withdraw or transfer money at ATMs, where their faces were scanned. Those who resisted were assaulted.

Pol Col Supote Phumyam, chief of Technology Crime Suppression Sub-division 2, said the Thai suspects told police that a Chinese man hired them to work for the gang, which caused mule account owners to withdraw 1 million to 2 million baht in cash daily.

One of the Chinese suspects, Zhengdong, 40, was arrested at Suvarnabhumi airport before fleeing Thailand. He was identified as a high-level member of the gang, Pol Col Supote added.
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                                While the likelihood of another earthquake hitting Thailand in the near future remains very low, many parts of the country -- including Bangkok -- are at high risk of experiencing tremors originating from nearby fault lines, a seismologist has warned.
Speaking at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum on Thursday, under the theme "After the Quake," Prof Pennung Warnitchai from the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) explained that Bangkok's unique geographical features render it vulnerable to the effects of distant earthquakes.

He stressed that the city is built on soft soil that amplifies seismic waves. Although Bangkok is not situated directly over a fault line, residents -- particularly those in high-rise buildings -- can sometimes feel the tremors caused by earthquakes with epicentres far away.

For instance, the earthquake felt in Bangkok on March 28 was caused by a slip along the Sagaing Fault deep in Myanmar, he said.

"The city sits on soft soil within basin-like terrain, which slows seismic waves and amplifies them," Prof Pennung explained. "This creates long-period ground motion, especially affecting tall buildings."

Studies suggest that Bangkok's soft soil can amplify ground motion by up to four times.

He outlined three earthquake scenarios that could pose significant risks to the capital:


	A 7.5-magnitude quake along the Kanchanaburi Fault.

	An 8.0-magnitude quake along the Sagaing Fault in Myanmar, similar to the March 28 disaster.

	An 8.5-9.0 magnitude quake along the Andaman Sea fault, though the probability of such an event is extremely rare.



"Statistically, these scenarios are very unlikely," he said, adding there is only a "10% chance of such earthquakes occurring in our lifetime."

Nonetheless, Prof Pennung urged caution, emphasising that "low probability is not the same as zero risk."

Since 2007, the government -- through the Departments of Public Works and Town and Country Planning -- has mandated that new buildings be constructed to earthquake-resistant standards.

The regulations divide Bangkok into ten zones, each with specific building codes determined by local risk levels.

The city is equipped with five earthquake monitoring stations, which gather data used in official risk assessments to enhance safety standards.

"Buildings constructed according to these standards should be able to withstand earthquakes," he noted.

Most reported damage in Bangkok has been cosmetic or related to non-structural elements, rather than to structural failure.

Regarding the State Audit Office (SAO) building in Chatuchak, which collapsed following the quake, Prof Pennung -- a member of the investigation committee -- said the building's condition contributed to the tragedy.

"The SAO building was particularly vulnerable because it was incomplete and lacked key structural components such as walls, which provide stability," he explained.

The committee is still investigating whether corruption, the use of substandard materials, or design flaws contributed to the collapse.

"We are examining all possible factors," he affirmed.

When asked whether the building would have remained standing had it been completed, he was cautious: 

"Based on current assessments, if a similar quake were to occur after the building's completion, there is a high likelihood it would collapse," he added.
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                                The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) has introduced new regulations to prevent foreign students from using short courses as a cover for illegal work in Thailand. Effective immediately, all institutions must submit their short course curricula for review.
Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi said on Thursday that these guidelines aim to ensure foreign students in Thailand comply with legal standards and the agreements between MHESI and the Immigration Bureau.

She said the regulations impose strict measures on institutions, including curriculum quality, management of foreign students and continuous reporting to the ministry.

Key points include:


	
Institutions offering short courses must demonstrate expertise and readiness in content, instructors and clear learning outcomes to maintain the standards of Thai education.



	
Institutions must submit detailed course information to MHESI, including the course name, responsible department and instructors. They must also provide the objectives, structure and content, as well as the teaching methods -- with at least 60% onsite and no more than 40% online learning. They are required to specify the course duration (not exceeding 180 days), daily and weekly schedules, attendance records, student qualifications, application period, number of foreign students, language of instruction, location and assessment methods



	
Institutions must issue certificates and request temporary residence permits for foreign students based on the course's necessity, not exceeding 180 days per instance, and verify academic records if the student has previously studied at any higher education institution.



	
Upon approval from the Immigration Bureau for residence to study the course, institutions must report foreign student information to MHESI within 30 days.



	
Institutions must establish procedures to monitor foreign student attendance and submit monthly progress reports through MHESI's foreign student tracking database, detailing current students, those who have left and graduates.



	
If any institution fails to comply with the guidelines, MHESI will notify the institution's council to consider cancelling the course.





"These new guidelines will ensure that foreign students' residence and study in Thailand are legally compliant, enhance confidence in Thailand's short course system, gain international recognition and encourage more foreign students to study in the country under a transparent and efficient system," said Ms Supamas.
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                                The Criminal Court on Thursday approved arrest warrants for 17 people, including construction tycoon Premchai Karnasuta, in connection with the collapse of the 2.1-billion-baht State Audit Office building in Bangkok, triggered by the 7.7-magnitude earthquake in central Myanmar on March 28. 
Premchai, 71, president of Italian-Thai Development Plc, and the other 16 suspects face charges under sections 227 and 238 of the Criminal Code for professional negligence causing death.  

The suspects include engineers, supervisors and contractors from three groups: design firms (Forum Architect, Meinhardt Thailand), construction supervisory firms and the ITD-CREC joint venture (Italian-Thai Development Plc and China Railway No.10 Thailand).

Police investigators found that the building's design violated safety standards, with structural flaws in the core lift shaft and substandard concrete and steel.  

The collapse of the 30-storey building resulted in 92 deaths, nine injuries and four missing persons.  

On Tuesday, the investigation team, headed by Pol Maj Gen Somkhuan Phuengsap, deputy commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Bureau, sought approval from the Criminal Court to arrest the 17 suspects.

In December 2021, the Supreme Court sentenced Premchai to a prison term of three years and two months for hunting in Thungyai Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary in February 2018.
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                                Police were still trying to get an armed and disturbed man in Bangkok Noi district to surrender on Thursday evening after he repeatedly shot his gun skywards and hiding in a house of relatives from Thursday morning.
From the morning to about 6pm police officers tried in vain to convince Nathawat alias Tay Watyang, 31, to surrender. According to his relatives and friends, the man had a pistol, a knife and an improvised explosive device as he hid in a two-storey house on Soi Wat Lakhon Tham in Bangkok Noi.

Local peple informed police that the man who was a drug addict and trafficker tried to enter their houses at 7am.

He finally entered his relatives' house and repeated gunshots skywards at 8.10am. Four relatives were inside and were freed later. He also shot at approaching police at the scene but no one was hit.

His wife Sommut told police that the man lost control for continuously abusing drug. They had quarrels for four days before he used the gun Thursday morning.

His father Sirichai Pataratada, 68, said Mr Nathawat had two children and usually quarreled with his wife after abusing drug.

Commandoes were deployed at the scene while senior police officers tried to calm him down. At 6pm he still refused to surrender. Police planned to have his mother help negotiate with her son.
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                                Authorities in Pattaya have arrested a broker linked to an online gambling network who received illicit funds from Wat Rai Khing's abbot, who surrendered to police to assert his innocence.
The abbot, Phra Dhammawachiranuwat (Yaem Kittindharo), accused of embezzling 300 million baht to gamble online, arrived with his lawyer and followers at the Anti-Corruption Division in Bangkok on Thursday.

Investigators found temple funds transferred to the abbot's personal account and then to Aranyawan Wangthapan, who was being transported from Pattaya to the Central Investigation Bureau for questioning.

The 28-year-old broker was previously arrested last year for alleged involvement with the Lagalaxy911 gambling website and was later released on bail.

She now faces charges of supporting criminal offences, including embezzlement and misconduct.

The process of defrocking the abbot, 70, will follow legal procedures, with questioning ongoing.
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                                Police arrested 18 Thais and 13 Chinese nationals in Chon Buri, Rayong and Samut Prakan provinces, allegedly for forming a scam gang and assaulting the holders of their mule bank accounts.
The 31 suspects were arrested during multiple raids on Wednesday, Poj Maj Gen Athip Pongsiwapai, commander of the Technology Crime Suppression Division, said on Thursday.

During the raids, police impounded 49 bank books, 49 automatic teller machine (ATM) cards, 66 mobile phones, two notebook computers, three cars, two motorcycles, valuables and about 1 million baht in cash. The suspects face charges of public fraud, money laundering and illegal assembly.

The commander said the gang used various tactics, including fake sales platforms, investment schemes, job offers and criminal charges to trick victims. Victims had previously filed 291 complaints against the gang with police.

The gang also lured others into opening mule accounts, which were detained in Rayong. The account holders were forced to withdraw or transfer money at ATMs, where their faces were scanned. Those who resisted were assaulted.

Pol Col Supote Phumyam, chief of Technology Crime Suppression Sub-division 2, said the Thai suspects told police that a Chinese man hired them to work for the gang, which caused mule account owners to withdraw 1 million to 2 million baht in cash daily.

One of the Chinese suspects, Zhengdong, 40, was arrested at Suvarnabhumi airport before fleeing Thailand. He was identified as a high-level member of the gang, Pol Col Supote added.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3026517/thais-chinese-arrested-in-raid-on-scam-gang



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Unique geography puts city at risk, says seismologist                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Prof Pennung Warnitchai from the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) explains Thailand's geographical features at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum: After the Quake. The event was held at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
                                              
                          Prof Pennung Warnitchai from the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) explains Thailand's geographical features at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum: After the Quake. The event was held at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)                        

                                          

                  

                                While the likelihood of another earthquake hitting Thailand in the near future remains very low, many parts of the country -- including Bangkok -- are at high risk of experiencing tremors originating from nearby fault lines, a seismologist has warned.
Speaking at the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum on Thursday, under the theme "After the Quake," Prof Pennung Warnitchai from the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) explained that Bangkok's unique geographical features render it vulnerable to the effects of distant earthquakes.

He stressed that the city is built on soft soil that amplifies seismic waves. Although Bangkok is not situated directly over a fault line, residents -- particularly those in high-rise buildings -- can sometimes feel the tremors caused by earthquakes with epicentres far away.

For instance, the earthquake felt in Bangkok on March 28 was caused by a slip along the Sagaing Fault deep in Myanmar, he said.

"The city sits on soft soil within basin-like terrain, which slows seismic waves and amplifies them," Prof Pennung explained. "This creates long-period ground motion, especially affecting tall buildings."

Studies suggest that Bangkok's soft soil can amplify ground motion by up to four times.

He outlined three earthquake scenarios that could pose significant risks to the capital:


	A 7.5-magnitude quake along the Kanchanaburi Fault.

	An 8.0-magnitude quake along the Sagaing Fault in Myanmar, similar to the March 28 disaster.

	An 8.5-9.0 magnitude quake along the Andaman Sea fault, though the probability of such an event is extremely rare.



"Statistically, these scenarios are very unlikely," he said, adding there is only a "10% chance of such earthquakes occurring in our lifetime."

Nonetheless, Prof Pennung urged caution, emphasising that "low probability is not the same as zero risk."

Since 2007, the government -- through the Departments of Public Works and Town and Country Planning -- has mandated that new buildings be constructed to earthquake-resistant standards.

The regulations divide Bangkok into ten zones, each with specific building codes determined by local risk levels.

The city is equipped with five earthquake monitoring stations, which gather data used in official risk assessments to enhance safety standards.

"Buildings constructed according to these standards should be able to withstand earthquakes," he noted.

Most reported damage in Bangkok has been cosmetic or related to non-structural elements, rather than to structural failure.

Regarding the State Audit Office (SAO) building in Chatuchak, which collapsed following the quake, Prof Pennung -- a member of the investigation committee -- said the building's condition contributed to the tragedy.

"The SAO building was particularly vulnerable because it was incomplete and lacked key structural components such as walls, which provide stability," he explained.

The committee is still investigating whether corruption, the use of substandard materials, or design flaws contributed to the collapse.

"We are examining all possible factors," he affirmed.

When asked whether the building would have remained standing had it been completed, he was cautious: 

"Based on current assessments, if a similar quake were to occur after the building's completion, there is a high likelihood it would collapse," he added.
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                                The Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) has introduced new regulations to prevent foreign students from using short courses as a cover for illegal work in Thailand. Effective immediately, all institutions must submit their short course curricula for review.
Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi said on Thursday that these guidelines aim to ensure foreign students in Thailand comply with legal standards and the agreements between MHESI and the Immigration Bureau.

She said the regulations impose strict measures on institutions, including curriculum quality, management of foreign students and continuous reporting to the ministry.

Key points include:


	
Institutions offering short courses must demonstrate expertise and readiness in content, instructors and clear learning outcomes to maintain the standards of Thai education.



	
Institutions must submit detailed course information to MHESI, including the course name, responsible department and instructors. They must also provide the objectives, structure and content, as well as the teaching methods -- with at least 60% onsite and no more than 40% online learning. They are required to specify the course duration (not exceeding 180 days), daily and weekly schedules, attendance records, student qualifications, application period, number of foreign students, language of instruction, location and assessment methods



	
Institutions must issue certificates and request temporary residence permits for foreign students based on the course's necessity, not exceeding 180 days per instance, and verify academic records if the student has previously studied at any higher education institution.



	
Upon approval from the Immigration Bureau for residence to study the course, institutions must report foreign student information to MHESI within 30 days.



	
Institutions must establish procedures to monitor foreign student attendance and submit monthly progress reports through MHESI's foreign student tracking database, detailing current students, those who have left and graduates.



	
If any institution fails to comply with the guidelines, MHESI will notify the institution's council to consider cancelling the course.





"These new guidelines will ensure that foreign students' residence and study in Thailand are legally compliant, enhance confidence in Thailand's short course system, gain international recognition and encourage more foreign students to study in the country under a transparent and efficient system," said Ms Supamas.
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                                The Criminal Court on Thursday approved arrest warrants for 17 people, including construction tycoon Premchai Karnasuta, in connection with the collapse of the 2.1-billion-baht State Audit Office building in Bangkok, triggered by the 7.7-magnitude earthquake in central Myanmar on March 28. 
Premchai, 71, president of Italian-Thai Development Plc, and the other 16 suspects face charges under sections 227 and 238 of the Criminal Code for professional negligence causing death.  

The suspects include engineers, supervisors and contractors from three groups: design firms (Forum Architect, Meinhardt Thailand), construction supervisory firms and the ITD-CREC joint venture (Italian-Thai Development Plc and China Railway No.10 Thailand).

Police investigators found that the building's design violated safety standards, with structural flaws in the core lift shaft and substandard concrete and steel.  

The collapse of the 30-storey building resulted in 92 deaths, nine injuries and four missing persons.  

On Tuesday, the investigation team, headed by Pol Maj Gen Somkhuan Phuengsap, deputy commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Bureau, sought approval from the Criminal Court to arrest the 17 suspects.

In December 2021, the Supreme Court sentenced Premchai to a prison term of three years and two months for hunting in Thungyai Naresuan Wildlife Sanctuary in February 2018.
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                                At the Bangkok Post Knowledge Forum 2025, held on Thursday at Chulalongkorn University under the theme "After the Quake: From Lessons to Prevention -- What We Must Know When the World Shifts", experts gathered to explore how Bangkok can better understand and prepare for the seismic risks it faces.
The forum featured insights from leading voices in engineering, urban development and communication: 


	
Pennung Warnitchai, Chair of the Structural Engineering Program at the AIT



	
Amorn Pimanmas, President of the Thailand Structural Engineers Association (TSEA)



	
Alongkorn Parivudhiphongs, Deputy Dean of Research and International Affairs at Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Communication Arts



	
Poomipak Julmanichoti, Chief Strategy Officer at Sansiri Plc. 





Together, they offered a multi-dimensional perspective on the capital's seismic vulnerabilities-- and what must be done before the next quake strikes.

Bangkok felt the quake -- but why?


	
The 7.7-magnitude earthquake that hit central Myanmar on March 28 occurred far from Thailand, but its impact was still felt in Bangkok.



	
Long-period ground motion, which travels great distances, reached the capital and caused tall buildings to sway.



	
These long-period waves resonate with high-rise structures, especially those built on soft soil, intensifying the shaking.





Soft soil = stronger shaking


	
Bangkok is built on a soft-soil basin.



	
This soil amplifies seismic waves by up to four times, making tremors feel stronger than in nearby provinces with harder ground.



	
The phenomenon mainly affects tall buildings due to their natural swaying frequency aligning with long-period waves.





How buildings respond


	
Tall buildings in Bangkok are designed to move -- but not break -- during tremors.



	
Modern engineering includes:




	
Carbon fiber - prevent cracking and keep steel reinforcements from bending



	
Seismic sensors - provide vital real-time data on a building stability during an earthquake



	
Dampers and energy absorption systems, such as fluid viscous dampers





	
Controlled swaying is a safety feature, not a flaw.





Bangkok's building codes and seismic zones


	
Seismic design codes were introduced in 2007 and updated in 2021.



	
Bangkok is divided into 10 zones based on earthquake vulnerability.



	
New high-rises must follow strict standards to resist seismic forces.



	
Older buildings are being reviewed, though not all are required to retrofit.





Inspection results: mostly safe, with exceptions


	
After the quake, officials inspected nearly 500 buildings.



	
Most structures were safe, with only a few showing moderate damage.



	
A new, under-construction State Audit Office (SAO) building in Bangkok's Chatuchak district collapsed entirely -- raising concerns about design and construction oversight.





The risk is real -- but manageable


	
Bangkok is not located near active faults, but it is vulnerable to tremors from quakes elsewhere.



	
Risks are higher in:




	
Areas near faults, such as northern Thailand



	
Provinces with soft soil, such as Bangkok



	
Certain moderate-risk zones identified by authorities







What developers and residents should know


	
Building height alone does not determine safety -- engineering quality is key.



	
Well-built high-rises remain safe, even during distant quakes.



	
Low-rise buildings are less affected by long-period waves but should still follow proper structural standards.





Recommendations for stronger resilience


	
Enhance public understanding of how and why buildings sway.



	
Ensure stricter oversight on construction sites, especially for unfinished structures.



	
Continue updating seismic codes as technology and data improve. Promote installation of damping systems in key infrastructure and tall buildings.





Don't wait for the next quake


	
Earthquakes are rare in Bangkok, but they are still possible.



	
The recent tremor was a wake-up call: the city must remain prepared.



	
Experts urge sustained attention to seismic safety -- not just when the ground shakes.
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                Somsak has 15 days to decide whether to accept or reject recommendation to punish doctors
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand on Thursday submitted its recommendation to punish three doctors involved in the treatment of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra to Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin.
Torpol Wattana, an assistant to the council secretary-general, and the council's lawyers presented the report to the minister's aide, Thanakrit Chitareerat. The latter said it would be in the hands of Mr Somsak on Friday.

By tradition, the minister of public health serves as the honorary president of the medical council. In that capacity, Mr Somsak has 15 days from Friday to decide whether he should endorse or reject its recommendations.

If the minister disagrees with the decision, the issue will be sent back to the council. A two-thirds majority of the council's 70-member board is required to overrule the veto.

Mr Thanakrit said the minister would set up a panel to go through the 1,000 pages of evidence gathered by the council's investigative committee to support its conclusion.

The council undertook to look into ethical questions related to the handling of the Thaksin case. The former premier had just begun a one-year prison sentence when he was transferred to the Police General Hospital in August 2023. He remained there for 180 days and was discharged after being approved for parole.

At the heart of the case is whether Thaksin was so "critically ill" that he could not be treated in a prison hospital. The council said all the evidence it gathered showed that he was not.

The council announced on May 8 that three doctors had breached medical ethics in handling the Thaksin case. It did not disclose their names but they were identified by Isra News Agency as Pol Lt Gen Dr Thaweesin Vejvithan, Pol Lt Gen Dr Sophonrat Singhajaru and Dr Ruamthip Supanun.

The council recommended the licence suspension of Pol Lt Gen Dr Thaweesin of Police General Hospital and Assistant National Police Commander Pol Lt Gen Dr Sophonrat, who was then a senior doctor at the hospital, for providing inaccurate information about Thaksin's health.

It recommended a warning for Dr Ruamthip, who examined the health condition of Thaksin at the Corrections Department Hospital. She signed off on the letter approving his transfer for treatment at Police General Hospital.

The council's conclusions angered the director of Police General Hospital, who has submitted what his lawyer said was "new information" for the minister to review before he makes a decision.

As a key figure in the governing Pheu Thai Party, Mr Somsak now faces a difficult situation. If he endorses the council's conclusion that Thaksin was not "critically ill", he effectively eliminates the justification for the ex-premier's extended stay in a 14th-floor VVIP suite at the police hospital.

That in turn could have a bearing on an inquiry by the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions. It is looking into whether Thaksin's prison sentence was adequately enforced. The first hearing will be on June 13.


	Revealed: Thaksin's hospital haven
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                                Mention "the 14th floor" to almost anyone in Thailand and they will know instantly what you mean -- it's where former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra spent six months while serving out his prison sentence at the Police General Hospital in Bangkok
But what does the 14th floor actually look like? Is it really as fancy as people have claimed? Warong Dechgitvigrom has the answer.

Dr Warong, the chairman of the royalist Thai Pakdee Party, said he took some photographs of a luxurious ward on the 14th floor at the hospital, similar to the one where Thaksin stayed, during a visit to a distinguished patient there on an unspecified date. He posted the pictures on his Facebook account on Thursday.

The fully furnished suite on the floor comprises a big bedroom and a spacious living and dining room, with views overlooking the greenery of the Royal Bangkok Sports Club nearby.

Thaksin was believed to have occupied two rooms -- 1403 and 1404 -- during his stay. The rooms face each other, and the signage on Room 1404 says "royal suite", according to Dr Warong.

"It all looks luxurious," he wrote. "This is the most controversial floor.

"It is a luxurious VVIP room that does not indicate that it will be used to care for seriously ill or critically ill patients, but rather to care for patients who can help themselves and are not at risk of death," he added. "It's no wonder everyone wants to stay here for a long time."

Dr Warong said that while he was on the floor, he bumped into Pol Gen Sereepisuth Temeeyaves, the leader of the Seri Ruam Thai (Thai Liberal) Party and former police chief.

Thaksin used the living section of the two rooms, 1403 and 1404, to welcome visitors, according to Pol Gen Sereepisuth, who claimed to have met him while he was at the hospital.

[image: A bedroom of the most luxurious room for patients on the 14th floor. (Photo: Warong Dechgitvigrom Facebook account)]
A bedroom in one of the most luxurious patient rooms on the 14th floor. (Photo: Warong Dechgitvigrom Facebook account)



Dr Warong is best known for exposing the corruption of the rice-pledging scheme when Yingluck Shinawatra, Thaksin's sister, was the prime minister. He was an MP for the Democrat Party at the time. He continues to be an outspoken critic of the Pheu Thai Party.

Thaksin returned to Thailand on Aug 22, 2023, after 15 years in self-imposed exile.

On that day, he was taken to the Supreme Court, which sentenced him to eight years in prison for abuse of power and conflict of interest while serving as prime minister prior to 2006. The sentence was later reduced to one year by royal clemency.

On his first night at Bangkok Remand Prison, doctors determined that he should be transferred to Police General Hospital because he was suffering from chest pain, hypertension and low blood oxygen levels. It was stated that the prison hospital lacked the equipment and expertise to treat critically ill patients.

The former prime minister spent the next 180 days on the 14th floor of Police General Hospital, and was discharged on Feb 18, 2024, after being granted parole on grounds of age and ill health.

Thaksin paid all the costs for his six-month stay, including a VIP room on the 14th floor that cost 8,500 baht a night, a parliamentary committee was told last November.

The 14th floor saga, as it has come to be known, is far from over.

On June 13 the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Holders of Political Position will open an inquiry into allegations that Thaksin's prison sentence might not have been adequately enforced. The former premier and his daughter Paetongtarn, the current premier, have both been summoned to give evidence in person.

The Medical Council of Thailand earlier this month recommended suspending the licences of two senior doctors at Police General Hospital for providing inaccurate medical information about Thaksin's condition. Another doctor at the prison hospital was given a warning.

The decision requires approval from Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin, who chairs a special committee of the council. Mr Somsak is also a key figure of the ruling Pheu Thai Party.

Political observers have said that if he endorses the council's conclusion that Thaksin, 75, was not as "critically ill" as claimed, the repercussions could be far-reaching.
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                                A 70-year-old abbot accused of embezzling 300 million baht from a famous Buddhist temple and using it for gambling turned himself in to police in Bangkok on Thursday, just as they were about to seek a warrant for his arrest.
Phra Thamma Wachiranuwat, who is the abbot of Wat Rai Khing in Nakhon Pathom province and also an ecclesiastical region governor, showed up at the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) on Thursday morning at 10am for questioning.

According to a high-level police source, the Crime Suppression Division earlier received a complaint that money was being embezzled from the temple.

Plainclothes police investigators assigned to the temple spent eight months observing developments. They found that the abbot had the board of the temple transfer money from its bank account to his personal account. The money was then transferred to the account of a woman suspected of representing gambling websites.

Investigators found that about 300 million baht had been transferred from the temple's account to the abbot's account over the past five years. Detectives also found financial transactions worth at least 500 million baht between the abbot's account and those of gambling websites.

As little money was left in the temple's coffers, the abbot started to borrow from senior monks at other temples. The requests were often for six- and seven-digit sums, sources said.

The Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases approved the police request for the arrest warrant at noon on Thursday. The abbot was charged with malfeasance and embezzlement while serving as a government official, in his role as a regional Buddhist official.

Police on Thursday arrested Aranyawan Wangthapan, 28, in connection with the case. She was previously arrested last year for alleged involvement with the Lagalaxy911 gambling website and was later released on bail.

The century-old Wat Rai Khing in Samphran district of Nakhon Pathom is a popular destination for Thais and foreigners who pay visits to pray for blessings.
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                Paetongtarn says government seeking best responses to quickly changing economic conditions
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has given an assurance that the third phase of the government's 10,000-baht handout programme will not be scrapped.
She was responding on Thursday to reports that the government would review the third phase of its digital wallet scheme in light of the impact of US tariffs on the Thai economy.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Wednesday that all economic stimulus policies, including the 10,000-baht handout, are under review as the government must reconsider its priorities in light of trade turmoil that was effecting the economy worldwide.

Mr Pichai, also deputy prime minister, was responding to reporters' questions ahead of a meeting of the economic stimulus policy committee at Government House.

The third phase of the handout is expected to cost 27 billion baht. Some critics have suggested the funds would be better spent in other areas, as the first two phases of the cash handout had only marginal economic impact.

Ms Paetongtarn said the government needed to listen to more opinions given the changing economic situation and US tariff policies which were new factors.

"More opinions have to be listened to. If we have a final conclusion, we will immediately let you know," she said prior to departing for a two-day official visit to Vietnam.

The government was trying to find the most effective way to stimulate the economy, she said, adding that the third phase of the digital wallet was still on the cards.

"It has not been cancelled, We are waiting to hear all opinions and trying to push forward in every aspect," she said.

The government had many economic stimulus policies that required cooperation from all sides as the world economy was now being affected.

"We need to use both money and policies to stimulate the economy, and not just one age group," said Ms Paetongtarn. "Under the original plan, we divided (the handout) into age groups. But now, we must look at everything."

In March, the cabinet approved the third phase of the digital wallet programme, which will distribute 10,000 baht to 2.7 million people aged 16 to 20 as part of its economic stimulus package.

The first two phases covered welfare cardholders, people with disabilities and people aged 60 and older.
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                                Parents have been advised to pay close attention to the spread of drugs in cartoon-shaped pill form that could easily lure children to try. Their effects could be fatal, according to the Food and Drug Administration of Thailand (FDA).
A shipment of "Molly" pills seized in Nong Khai in March was found to contain a mix of methamphetamine and ecstasy, said Dr Withid Sariddeechaikool, deputy secretary-general of the FDA.

This could strongly affect the central nervous system which causes causing hallucinations, irregular heartbeat, high blood pressure and stroke, leading to death, he said.
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Illicit "Molly" pills are disguised as sweets. (Photo: Office of the Narcotics Control Board)



Ecstasy pills in the shape of the popular Labubu characters are also widely prevalent, especially during the Songkran festival last month.

On Wednesday, police arrested a man in Bangkok and seized 1,840 speed pills and 525 ecstasy pills in Doraemon shapes.

The suspect identified as Witsanu, 30, told police the cartoon drugs were popular and sold for 300 baht per pill, said Pol Lt Gen Siam Boonsom, chief of the Metropolitan Police Bureau.

Children could easily be tricked and lured to buy dangerous drugs in trendy cartoon shapes, Dr Withid said.

"Not trying is the best protection," he added.

[image: Pills shaped in the Labubu cartoon. (photo supplied)]
Pills shaped like Labubu characters. (Photo supplied)
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                                A new investor group is expected to take over debt-ridden Neta Auto, looking to revive the Chinese battery electric vehicle (BEV) maker in China and Thailand, says the head of the local subsidiary.
Sun Baolong, general manager of Neta Auto (Thailand), assured Thai customers of continued production and sales of Neta cars here, as he predicted all financial troubles would be resolved in the near future.

The company, which recently expanded in Thailand by opening a new spare parts distribution centre for after-sales service, is undeterred by the bankruptcy filing against Hozon New Energy Automobile, the parent company of Neta Auto.

Shanghai Yuxing Advertising Co filed a bankruptcy review petition against Hozon New Energy Automobile, according to CarNewsChina, with the case processed by the Intermediate People's Court of Jiaxing in Zhejiang province.

Neta Auto is working on a plan to secure a new investment deal to allay both company and customer concerns over its BEV business.

"We are asking our customers not to panic, as our parent firm is in talks with a new investor group to become our new partner," said Mr Sun.

The new investor may consider acquiring Neta Auto during the negotiations, he said. He declined to name the investor group, saying only it is not Chinese.

Toyota China previously denied a rumour that it would acquire the troubled firm, according to CarNewsChina. Neta Auto also said the report was incorrect.

Mr Sun said he was confident Shanghai-based Neta Auto can deal with its financial problems, partly because the company is funded by state-owned Nanning Industrial Investment Co.

"This additional funding keeps us walking forward with no losses or other financial troubles," he said.

According to CarNewsChina, several suppliers visited Neta Auto to seek payment solutions in March.

The company later announced it had settled debt-to-equity agreements with 134 core suppliers totalling US$285 million.

In January, Neta Auto held a shareholders' meeting on a new fundraising plan. One investor promised to contribute $430 million, with payment scheduled in April.

However, sources within Neta Auto said recently the company has yet to receive the money.

Tough times in Thailand

Similar to other car manufacturers in the country, Neta Auto (Thailand) is struggling to survive amid a sluggish automotive industry, attributed to buyers' difficulties accessing auto loans given the high level of household debt.

A slowdown in domestic sales remains a challenge for manufacturers, especially with weak consumer purchasing power and banks and car financing companies maintaining strict lending criteria, Mr Sun said earlier.

In 2024, domestic car sales were the lowest in 14 years at 572,675 units, while new registrations of EVs in the passenger car category fell by 10.8% year-on-year to 67,473, according to the Federation of Thai Industries and the Department of Land Transport.

Neta has been selling cars in Thailand since 2022. It collaborated with Bangchan General Assembly to start assembling BEVs here in March last year, becoming the company's first BEV plant outside China. Annual production is 10,000 units a year.

As of October 2024, roughly 20,000 Neta cars had been sold in Thailand.

Bookings of Neta vehicles during the 12-day Bangkok International Motor Show, which ended on April 6, fell to 1,219 units from 1,618 units a year earlier, according to organisers.

Mr Sun said the Thai EV market has potential to grow rapidly, though strong competition led to a price war, making buyers reluctant as they anticipate prices may fall further. He said he expects this pricing tactic to end in 2026.
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                                The Revenue Department has vowed to tighten enforcement of tax collection from four types of businesses to ensure accurate payments.
According to director-general Pinsai Suraswadi, the businesses are restaurants, nightlife establishments, cash-based trading businesses, and pharmacies.

The department is required to survey these businesses every two years, but these surveys have not been performed.

For fiscal 2025, ending on Sept 30, the department was assigned a tax collection target of 2.37 trillion baht, accounting for 82% of the government's total revenue, said Mr Pinsai.

In the first seven months to April 30, the department collected 1.14 trillion baht, 17.9 billion above the 7-month target and 47.3 billion more than in the same period last year.

However, Mr Pinsai said collection might fall short of the full-year target given the economic slowdown, though the shortfall should not exceed 20 billion baht.

The Fiscal Policy Office previously estimated the department would collect 36 billion baht less than the target.

Mr Pinsai noted that petroleum tax revenue is projected to be about 10 billion baht below target as petroleum businesses have used accumulated losses as deductions against income, resulting in lower tax payments.

Similarly, although financial institutions have reported relatively high profits, they are paying less tax than in the past because they engaged in tax planning by utilising accumulated losses this year.

In the first quarter of 2025, 11 commercial banks in Thailand reported combined profits of 68.3 billion baht, a 12.1% increase from the last quarter of 2024.

For fiscal 2026, Mr Pinsai said the Revenue Department's target would be 100 billion baht more than in 2025.

He said the department is studying some new measures to lift revenue, such as taxes on outbound travellers and increasing the value-added tax (VAT).

VAT has always been politically sensitive, as evidenced by the public backlash when Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira floated a proposal for an increase last year. Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra rejected the idea.

Mr Pichai recently proposed imposing VAT on businesses earning less than 1.8 million baht per year, which is being studied by the department.

When VAT was introduced in Thailand in 1992, the Revenue Department required businesses with annual revenue of 120,000 baht or more to be included in the system. Those earning between 120,000 and 600,000 baht per year were subject to a flat rate of 1.5%, with no ability to deduct input VAT from output VAT.

This flat-rate VAT system was later abolished. The department collected only about 400 million baht per year from VAT during this period.

Mr Pinsai said that if a flat-rate VAT system were reintroduced for businesses with annual revenue of 600,000 to 1.8 million baht, the department estimates it could generate 6 billion baht in revenue.
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                                Thai consumer confidence dropped for a third straight month in April, hitting its lowest level in seven months due to concerns over US tariffs and a slow domestic economic recovery, a survey showed on Thursday.
The consumer index of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce fell to 55.4 in April from 56.7 in the previous month, the university said in a statement.

"Confidence has steadily declined... due mainly to the trade war", university president Thanavath Phonvichai told a press conference.

"Purchasing power remains stagnant, suggesting confidence is still in a downward trend," he said, adding consumers were hesitant to make purchases, especially on durable goods, homes, vehicles, and travel.

Thailand will face a 36% US tariff if a reduction can't be negotiated before a moratorium expires in July. The United States has set a 10% tariff for most nations while the moratorium is in place.

Thailand has sent a trade proposal to Washington as part of its efforts to avoid the tariffs, Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Wednesday.

Mr Thanavath said if tariffs remained at 10% for most nations, then it could cut Thailand's economic growth by up to 1 percentage point this year.

Earlier this month, the Finance Ministry cut its 2025 forecast for growth in Southeast Asia's second-largest economy to 2.1% from 3% due to the impact of US tariffs and a global slowdown.

The economy expanded 2.5% last year, lagging regional peers.
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                                DOHA -- United States President Donald Trump on Thursday closes a Middle East tour in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as he focuses squarely on seeking deals after billions of dollars of pledges from Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
The first major trip of his second term had been scheduled to end Thursday but Trump, always ready with surprises, did not rule out continuing on to Turkey if Russian President Vladimir Putin shows up for talks with Ukraine.

Trump will fly to the Emirati capital Abu Dhabi after a stop in Qatar, where the president hailed what he said was a record US$200 billion deal for Boeing aircraft.

He started the trip in Saudi Arabia which promised its own $600 billion in investment, including one of the largest-ever purchases of US weapons.

The Gulf leaders' largesse has also stirred controversy, with Qatar offering Trump a luxury aeroplane ahead of his visit for presidential and then personal use, in what Trump's Democratic rivals charged was blatant corruption.

Trump, who also chose Saudi Arabia for the opening visit of his first term, has been unabashed about seeking Gulf money and hailed the effect on creating jobs at home.

In a speech in Riyadh, Trump attacked not only Democrats but also the traditional wing of his own Republican Party, which had championed US military intervention in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Complimenting the skyline of the Saudi desert capital, Trump said: "The gleaming marvels of Riyadh and Abu Dhabi were not created by the so-called 'nation-builders', 'neocons' or 'liberal non-profits', like those who spent trillions failing to develop Kabul and Baghdad."

"Instead, the birth of a modern Middle East has been brought about by the people of the region themselves," he said.

"In the end, the so-called 'nation-builders' wrecked far more nations than they built."

Silent on rights

Trump steered clear of any hint of criticism of the Gulf monarchies on human rights.

Trump's predecessor Joe Biden had initially vowed to shun Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman over US intelligence findings that he ordered the gruesome murder in 2018 of Jamal Khashoggi -- a Saudi dissident writer who lived in the United States.

Trump instead hailed the crown prince, who is Saudi Arabia's de facto ruler, as a visionary due to the kingdom's rapid economic investments.

Trump also acceded to a key request by the crown prince in announcing a lifting of sanctions on Syria following the toppling of Bashar al-Assad in December.

He met in Riyadh with Ahmed al-Sharaa, a former Islamist guerrilla once on the US wanted list who dressed in a suit and was complimented by Trump as a "young, attractive guy".

Trump was joined in the meeting by Prince Mohammed and, virtually, by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the key supporter of the former Syrian rebels.

Trump said Wednesday he was willing to travel to Turkey if Putin accepts an offer by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to meet on ending the war.

Russia has given no indication that Putin will attend. Trump said that Secretary of State Marco Rubio would travel nonetheless to Istanbul for the potential talks.
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                                The National University of Singapore (NUS) and Tsinghua University are Asia's top universities for generating ultra-wealthy alumni, according to research by Altrata.
The alumni population of NUS contains an estimated 3,400 ultra-high-net-worth individuals (UHNWIs), defined as people with fortunes of at least US$30 million, the data company said in a report on Wednesday. Tsinghua has produced an estimated 1,400 such graduates.

NUS ranks 17th on a global basis and third on a ranking that excludes US universities, while Tsinghua ties with the University of Manchester for sixth on the non-US ranking but would be outside the top 20 of the overall global ranking, according to the report.

US schools dominate the global list, topped by Harvard University with an estimated 18,000 UHNWIs, or 4 per cent of the world's estimated population of 483,500 such individuals, the report said. Of the top 20 universities, 17 are in the US, including second-placed University of Pennsylvania with 9,300 UHNW alumni, followed by third-ranked Stanford University with an estimated 8,400 UNHW alumni.

"The number of UHNW alumni from all of the top 20 non-US universities - an estimated 34,400 - is lower than the combined total of just the top three US institutions," lead authors Maya Imberg, Maeen Shaban and Bettina Lengyel said in the report.

"This reflects the country's status as by far the biggest UHNW market and underlines the strong academic reputation and appeal of the US university system, with its large number of prestigious institutions providing a well-established pathway to wealth."

Among non-US schools, the University of Oxford and University of Cambridge top the list, with an estimated 4,900 and 4,700 ultra-wealthy alumni, respectively. They rank sixth and seventh on the all-inclusive global ranking.

The non-US top 20 includes six other Asia-Pacific universities: Peking University, Delhi University and Mumbai University are tied for ninth (along with Canada's McGill University) with 1,200 UHNW alumni, while the University of Hong Kong, University of New South Wales and University of Sydney are tied for 15th (along with American University of Beirut and London Business School) with 900 ultra-rich graduates.

New York-based Altrata said its rankings were based on the sum of known and confirmed ultra-wealthy alumni, plus estimates of "yet to be identified" ultra-wealthy alumni.

Banking and finance are the primary professional focus for a quarter of ultra-rich alumni who graduated in the past 20 years, the report said.

"However, its relative importance has declined somewhat over time, down from a share of 29% among the older graduate cohort," the report said. "Restructuring and tighter regulation in the post-financial-crisis era have clipped the size and influence of the global financial services sector, but it remains a major driver of wealth generation."

Meanwhile, representation in the technology industry almost doubled, with one in 10 wealthy graduates over the past 20 years devoting most of their professional time to tech-related innovation, products and services, Altrata said.

"The potential for large, scalable gains in a sector with low barriers to entry and cross-border digital adoption is an enticing prospect, not least among a burgeoning wealthy class in Asia and other populous emerging markets," the report said.
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                                Shenzhen, China's southern tech hub, has reported a swell of overseas visitors this year, an influx attributed to the country's expansion of visa-free entry and its integration of the Greater Bay Area, a region that incorporates Guangdong province, Hong Kong and Macau.
In addition to visitors from China's two special administrative regions, many travellers to Shenzhen have come from farther afield, with Malaysia, South Korea, Japan, Vietnam and Singapore ranking among the top sources of overseas tourists, state broadcaster CCTV reported on Wednesday.

The city's international airport has recorded over 152,000 visa-free entries by foreign nationals in 2025, a year-on-year surge of 160.3%. Total foreign passenger entries rose by 54.6% year-on-year to reach 531,000.

To keep pace with demand, a direct flight to Dubai from the city is scheduled to start in July, and multiple international routes were added this year to urban centres like Vientiane, Osaka, Singapore, Tokyo, Bangkok and Hanoi.

Shenzhen, home to tech giants Tencent and Huawei, is attractive to travellers because of its status as a trade and manufacturing nerve centre, its proximity to Hong Kong and relatively low cost of living.

"Shenzhen is very fun, more modern, less expensive, so I love going there on weekends, both for leisure and business," said Marc Guyon, founder of Hong Kong-based Club France International.

YouTube star IShowSpeed, who boasts 39.5 million followers on the video platform, conducted a five-hour live stream from the city in early April, which garnered 8.7 million views.

China began relaxing its entry procedures and granting visa waivers to visitors from a larger selection of countries in late 2023, aiming to attract foreign tourists back to the country after three years of strict pandemic-induced travel restrictions.

The policy, which was expanded at the end of last year to include a 240-hour visa-free transit, has significantly boosted tourism, although travel figures still lag behind pre-pandemic levels.

In 2024, a total of 20.1 million travellers came to China using visa-free entry, up 112% from the previous year, according to data from the National Immigration Administration.

There were 610 million inbound and outbound trips last year, with roughly 65 million trips involving overseas visitors, a healthy increase of 83%.

However, in 2019, foreigners accounted for nearly 98 million out of 670 million cross-border trips.
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                                Thai hotels are likely to face secondary effects from the US reciprocal tariffs as slowing tourist arrivals may cause hoteliers to cut prices or introduce more aggressive campaigns at home, while their overseas operations cannot escape the impact of the global economic slowdown.
Spending per person in Thailand is expected to decline 1% next year and stay flat in 2027, attributed to the weaker global economic outlook, said CGS International Securities.

CGS International, a unit of Beijing-based China Galaxy Securities, cut its tourist arrival estimate to 34.5 million for this year from 39 million, down from 35.5 million posted last year. The brokerage's estimate for 2026 was downgraded to 36.3 million from 41 million.

Tourist arrivals amounted to 9.5 million in the first quarter of 2025, up 2% year-on-year, but 12% below the same period of 2019.

Chinese tourist arrivals plunged 24% for the period to 1.3 million from 1.8 million year-on-year, accounting for only 42% of the 3.1 million arrivals in the first quarter of 2019, according to CGS.

"We believe it will take a few more months before Thailand can see a meaningful turnaround in Chinese tourist arrivals. Together with the potential impact from the weaker global economic outlook given the US's reciprocal tariffs, we expect Chinese tourists to Thailand to total 5.1 million this year, down 25% from 6.7 million last year," said CGS head of research Kasem Prunratanamala.

"We believe the global slowdown is likely to affect tourist arrivals in other countries as well, not only Thailand. Thai hotels that have operations overseas are unlikely to escape the impact."

Weaker hotel demand could also intensify competition in the industry, resulting in lower margins, according to CGS.

Even though a weak baht may benefit Thai hotels, making it cheaper for foreign tourists, the brokerage believes the benefit would be more than offset by a weaker global economy and higher hotel competition, said Mr Kasem.

A Bloomberg consensus projects world GDP growth of 2.8% this year and 3% in 2026, compared with 3.2% in 2024.

"The impact of the tariffs could be prolonged unless the US president tones down the tariffs significantly. The tourism sector is likely to see a direct impact from the tariffs and a secondary impact from a slowdown in the global economy," said Mr Kasem.

KGI Securities (Thailand) said hotel performance normally declines in the second quarter because it is the low season for tourism.

"The sector outlook should improve if tourism stimulus schemes such as 'We Travel Together' are launched during the low season in the second and third quarters," said KGI analyst Parin Kitchatornpitak.

The brokerage reduced its foreign arrivals projection for 2025 to 36.5 million from 38 million due to the weak recovery of the Chinese and Korean markets, he said.
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                                E-commerce leaders are proposing the government establish a national e-marketplace as an alternative for local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to promote their products and services.
The move would reduce their reliance on large foreign e-marketplaces that continue to raise commission fees and dominate the e-commerce space.

In Southeast Asia, only Vietnam and Indonesia have successful local e-marketplaces.
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In 2024, the value of the Thai e-commerce market was 1 trillion baht, with a 50% share claimed by e-marketplaces, 20% by video commerce, 18% by social commerce, 8% by quick commerce and grocery, and 4% by brand-owned websites, according to Priceza, a shopping search engine and comparison platform.

"Over the past 25 years, the government has attempted to support 20-30 local e-marketplaces, but they all failed," said Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, founder of Tarad.com and honorary president of the Thailand E-Commerce Association.

Of the total, around eight local marketplaces fell out of the market due to lack of massive marketing investments and promotional efforts to attract customers from foreign-owned platforms, he said.

The foreign players made large investments, offered free services and heavily discounted prices, even absorbing losses in an effort to control the market, said Mr Pawoot.

From 2015 to 2023, Shopee accumulated losses of 15.6 billion baht, while Lazada recorded losses of 13.7 billion baht between 2017 and 2024.

Meanwhile, they gradually raised their commission fees from zero to 20-30%, he said.

"It is time for Thailand to have a national e-marketplace to create opportunities for local businesses," said Mr Pawoot.
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He said the Thai marketplace would not compete with local e-marketplace operators, focusing instead on implementing government policies to support SMEs.

The national e-marketplace would be independent from the government and have shareholders that include strategic investors and key state agencies, said Mr Pawoot.

"The e-marketplace can link with trusted standard organisations to bring local products to its platform," he said.

With the direction of US reciprocal tariffs up in the air, Chinese manufacturers will continue to flood Southeast Asian markets through foreign e-marketplaces, said Mr Pawoot.

"We should have our own national e-marketplace for specific local products to enable them to survive," he said.

Thanawat Malabuppha, honorary president of the Thailand E-Commerce Association and founder of Priceza, said Thailand must strive for digital commerce independence, reducing reliance on foreign-owned marketplaces.

Roughly 70% of Thailand's e-commerce market value last year was shared by foreign players Shopee, Lazada and TikTok.

He said more than 50% of online sales flow through e-marketplaces, reflecting a dependency that could weaken the nation's retail landscape.

"The retail sector is a fundamental pillar of the economy, and in the digital age e-commerce is not just a sales channel -- it is deeply embedded in people's daily lives," said Mr Thanawat.

Marketplaces such as Shopee and Lazada have reached nearly the same annual sales volume as CP Axtra Plc, the operator of popular wholesale and retail brands Makro and Lotus's, at 500 billion baht.

"This confirms e-commerce is no longer just a supplementary channel, but has become the backbone of the Thai retail sector," he said.

Social commerce is growing faster than expected. TikTok Shop generated 200 billion baht in sales last year, up from around 100 billion in 2023.

Three-pronged approach

Mr Thanawat said Thailand must take a three-pronged approach, pursuing all strategies simultaneously.

First, the country should support the growth of existing Thai-owned marketplaces.

"In my view, NocNoc is the best candidate for state support. It's time to move beyond the idea that every platform must receive equal backing -- the government does not have the resources to equally support all the players," he said.

Second, Thailand must encourage brands and retailers to establish direct-to-consumer e-commerce websites.

Mr Thanawat said the government should partner with Thai web development platforms such as LnwShop, BentoWeb, KetShopWeb and others to develop e-commerce websites for brands.

Third, the government should develop a national digital marketing ecosystem.

The country can leverage Thailand's vast network of content creators to create affiliate or digital marketing for local products, he said.

Thailand has more than 9 million content creators, most of whom promote sales on foreign-owned platforms.

Mr Thanawat said the government could partner with Priceza to build an affiliate marketing network, enabling content creators to promote products on Thai marketplaces.
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                  Tax changes to cushion blow of US tariffs                

                BoI plan to be decided next week
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                                The Board of Investment (BoI) expects to decide next week on a plan to offer new tax incentives to help investors cope with the impact of US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariff policy.
The plan is on the agenda for a May 19 BoI board meeting chaired by Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira.

"The board members will talk in detail about taxes and the value-added tax, hoping they can become tools to help investors deal with the tariff issue," said Narit Therdsteerasukdi, secretary-general of the BoI.

He did not elaborate on how the taxes will be implemented, saying only that "more discussion is needed and the government expects to launch these new measures soon".

Mr Narit was speaking during the four-day 2025 Subcon Thailand, which started on Wednesday. It is an industrial subcontracting event held to promote new business matching.

Thai entrepreneurs, especially exporters, are worried about Washington's trade policy after Trump decided to slap a 36% tariff on Thai imports, taking effect on April 9, to solve trade imbalances between the two countries.

The president later paused the enforcement for 90 days, enabling Thailand to negotiate with US authorities.

If the negotiations fail, the Thai economy could slump as exports to the US are a major contributor to the country's GDP.

Thailand's trade surplus with the US last year was the 11th-largest in the world, exceeding US$35 billion or 1.2 trillion baht.

"Thailand's automotive and electronic industries, which are large contributors to Thai GDP, would be affected by the US tariffs," Mr Pichai told participants at the event.

Trump's 25% tariff on foreign-made automobiles exported to the US took effect on April 2, while auto parts exporters face a 25% tax on engines, transmissions and other key vehicle parts from May 3, according to media reports.

Mr Pichai urged Thai manufacturers to adjust their businesses to brace for changes in the global economy.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3025962/tax-changes-to-cushion-blow-of-us-tariffs



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  SET sees support for ongoing surge                

                              

                                The Thai stock market is expected to continue growing next month, supported by easing global trade tension, a downward trend for global interest rates, and inflows into Thai ESG Extra (ESG X) funds, says the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET).
Soraphol Tulayasathien, senior executive vice-president, said the SET is projected to perform better next month after soaring 7.06% month-to-date. The Thai index has contracted 13.3% for the year.

There are several supportive factors, including easing global tensions, that have attracted fund inflows into both Thai bonds and equities, he said.

The new Thai ESG X funds and the expected rollout of government stimulus should also lift the SET, said Mr Soraphol.

Excluding energy stocks, which were affected by the global economic slowdown, other listed companies are anticipated to report improved first-quarter financial results year-on-year, he said.

Investors are selling US treasuries, formerly considered safe-haven assets, on concerns the US economy may be affected by ongoing trade wars, said Mr Soraphol.

The Federal Reserve recently maintained the benchmark interest rate at 4.25-4.5% as expected, marking the third consecutive rate pause.

The Thai Bond Market Association reported net foreign inflows of 60 billion baht into the Thai bond market last month, the highest level since February 2022. Analysts attribute this to declining confidence in the dollar, rising demand for safe-haven assets, and expectations of lower Thai interest rates amid weaker domestic economic growth.

The Thai stock market has shown signs of stabilisation.

On April 10, the US announced a 90-day delay in the implementation of reciprocal tariffs, while measures introduced by the SET from April 8-11 helped stabilise Thailand's capital markets.

As a consequence, the SET index has been less volatile than many other regional bourses. Since April 16, the bourse has gradually increased, gaining across various sectors, while Thai stock valuations remain attractive, said Mr Soraphol.

At the end of last month, the SET finished at 1,197.26 points, up 3.4% from the previous month, outperforming most regional markets. Sectors that outperformed the overall index compared with the end of 2024 include finance, agriculture and food, resources, and consumer products.

The average daily trading value of the SET and the Market for Alternative Investment (MAI) was 39.4 billion baht in April, down 11.3% from the previous month.

Foreign investors continued to dominate trading activity, accounting for 50.5% of total trading value, the highest among all investor categories. However, they registered a net selling position of 14.6 billion baht.

Two new companies floated shares on the MAI in April: LTMH and Bangkok Asset Intergroup (BKA).

The forward price-to-earnings (P/E) ratio of the Thai market as of April was 13 times, higher than the Asian average of 11.5 times.

The historical P/E ratio was 15.8 times, exceeding the Asian market's average of 11.4 times. The dividend yield ratio was 4% at the end of last month, higher than the Asian bourses' average of 3.4%.
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        Power politics
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        Justice must ditch the glitz
        The recent phenomenon of talk show hosts and social media influencers seeking justice for the downtrodden represents a worrying trend for Thailand. While these celebrity crusaders offer an expedient shortcut for those seemingly failed by traditional mechanisms, their existence suggests that something could be seriously wrong with the nation's justice system.
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        Timor-Leste's long-awaited bid to join the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) is in jeopardy. It has encountered unexpected headwinds -- this time from the Philippines. The sudden diplomatic friction stems from Dili's refusal to extradite Arnolfo "Arnie" Teves Jr, a former Filipino congressman accused of terrorism and multiple murders, back to Manila.
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																Amid a surge of contrary opinions, it would be no surprise if the The casino-entertainment complex bill that the Pheu Thai government has sponsored runs into hurdles when it goes for its reading in parliament in July.
Despite so, opponents of the bill and those who disagree with gambling legalisation generally cannot be complacent.

While people are focusing their attention on the casino complex law, the government is quietly amending the outdated Gambling Act 1935 and regulations under the Ministry of Digital and Social Economy to regulate on-line betting.

Some provisions will open the door for local and national governments to approve on-line betting activities such as gaming for boxing and football matches.

Since early this year, the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society have amended various laws to regulate on-line betting. The latest draft law was put out for a public hearing in January and February, and 60% of over 4,300 participants agreed with the changes, while 40% did not.

The bill is expected to be tabled in June. Drawing such little attention from society and no resistance within the coalition government, the on-line betting legislation might fare better than the casino legislation.

Funnily enough, the Bhumjaithai Party, a member of the coalition, backs the on-line betting change. Chaichanok Chidchob, Bhumjaithai's secretary-general and a Buri Ram MP, opposed the casino proposal in parliament last month. Mr Chaichanok was worried about the social impacts of casinos. Who knows what he will say about the impact of on-line gambling.

Interior Minister Anutin Charvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, says amending the Gambling Act as proposed is not tantamount to legalising on-line betting. The amendment will increase penalties for gamblers, and organisers of on-line betting. However, the amendment does open the door for local and national governments to allow some on-line betting acitivities.

The attempt to legalise on-line betting started in January, after former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra told a business forum that a casino complex would cost around 500 billion baht and attract foreign direct investment, with the complex possibly listed on the SET.

Thaksin also said that on-line betting in general can provide huge tax revenue for the country and that legalisation will make it easier to tackle on-line betting problems. His only concern was how the government could design and create enforceable guardrails to prevent children from gaining access to on-line betting.

It is unclear how much the government can protect young people from online betting addictions.

Multi-internet gateways make it harder for the government to intercept and block vulnerable groups from using it. With advances in internet gateway interventions or the use satellites, how can the government collect tax revenue from on-line casino owners operating from overseas? Without the ability to regulate internet, how can the governnent handle money laundering?

The bill legalising on-line betting deserves more attention from parliament and society. Without scrutiny and debate, the changes might provide far more adverse impacts than people anticipate.
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								ECONOMY TALK
							

																	
										
											[image: A boatman is seen near Bangkok Port on the Chao Phraya River on April 8. While rival countries such as Vietnam, Cambodia and others have already initiated tariff negotiations with the US, Thailand has yet to begin them. (Photo: AFP)]
																							
													A boatman is seen near Bangkok Port on the Chao Phraya River on April 8. While rival countries such as Vietnam, Cambodia and others have already initiated tariff negotiations with the US, Thailand has yet to begin them. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																Don't get too excited over news the temporary trade deal between China and the US will mean friendly negotiations with other countries. The US government still aims for higher import tax income to narrow its monstrous fiscal deficit. As explained in a previous article, Donald Trump would love to see an average tariff rate of around 20% or higher on imports. Higher customs revenue already allowed the US to achieve a budget surplus of US$258 billion (8.5 trillion baht) in April. The figure incorporates only a 10% universal tariff, as full reciprocal tariffs were postponed for 90 days from April 8. Just imagine how nice the US budget position would be with 20% or more import tariff revenue?
Thailand's reciprocal tariff rate is 36%, half the calculated rate of 72%, and the country is waiting to negotiate the rate down. Unfortunately, Thailand is not on the priority list of 20 economies scheduled to have discussions with the US negotiation teams. Many Asean economies such as Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Cambodia are said to be on the list.
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Thailand's trade surplus with the US is $45.6 billion, which is far higher than Malaysia's $24.8 billion surplus and Indonesia's $17.9 billion. Yet we are not even on the list. What is wrong with Thailand?

This is my observation and I could be wrong. The reason why Thailand is not on the priority tariff discussion list, or might not even be on later lists, is because Thailand has not offered to resolve the export "fronting" situation for Chinese-made products. The problem for Thailand is that it allows Chinese manufacturers to re-label their products as "Made in Thailand" to avoid higher US import tax. The evidence is in the attached table.

Before backing up this accusation, I should explain that Mr Trump, during his first term in office, provided incentives for Chinese manufacturers to relocate their production facilities to other countries. Mr Trump raised the import tax on Chinese products nine times from 3.1% (January 2018) to 19.3% (February 2020).

I have three interesting observations from the table. First, to avoid Mr Trump's high import tax of 19.3%, China moved some production facilities to Thailand, causing Thailand's trade surplus with the US to increase to an unusually high level.

Second, from the data, Thailand barely manufactured new exported products to the US as most of the components were imported directly from China. Therefore, imports from China rose hand-in-hand with exports to the US.

Third, Thailand might not have "manufactured" those new exports because there was no rise in manufacturing activities logged by the Manufacturing Production Index (MPI). On the contrary, MPI growth stayed negative during the six-year period shown in the table. Where were the factories to produce these new exports to the US? How many workers were employed?

I have a feeling that products are made in China and then boxed in Thailand, with a "Made in Thailand" label. A friend of mine in the industry told me that a large percentage of these products never even touched the ground in Thailand.

They were made in Chinese factories, stamped with "Made in Thailand" there, and shipped directly from Chinese warehouses to US clients with falsified invoices indicating Thailand as the point of origin. No wonder MPI growth kept contracting despite booming export volume.

To emphasise the seriousness of the "fronting" problem, Thai exports to the US rose 34.1% in March, causing the Thai-US trade surplus to widen to a historically high level of $4.6 billion, while the MPI for the month declined by 0.7%. Isn't it a fact that before one can export, one has to manufacture the products first? This phenomenon does not seem to apply to Thailand. Data like this does not bode well for trade negotiations with the US.

It would be a waste of time for the US negotiation team to talk with Thailand as long as the country does not seriously address the fronting issue. China will just simply backdoor their products through Thailand and enjoy lower US import tariffs.

I have a hunch that the fronting problem may not be so serious in other countries like Vietnam, Indonesia, and Malaysia. Why? Because they all have MPI growth and high GDP growth to show with the export boom.

What would happen if the US gives importance to the fronting problem and the Thai government fails to resolve the issue? Thai reciprocal tariffs would remain at 36% or higher. Higher tariffs than our peers would push manufacturers to move their production facilities to countries with cheaper reciprocal tax rates like Indonesia (32%) and Malaysia (24%). It would be unfortunate if Vietnam can negotiate its rate lower than 36%. With Vietnam's strong competitiveness, Thai production bases could leave for Vietnam.

Trade with the US is important to the Thai economy. The Thai-US trade volume was roughly 6.0% of GDP without fronting for Chinese products. Mr Trump's trade policy would cut trade volume by 20%, which would, in turn, reduce Thai GDP growth by 1.2%. This may be the reason why the IMF and the World Bank both cut Thailand's projected 2025 GDP growth to 1.8% and 1.6%, respectively.

By the way, I've been invited to moderate an economic discussion organised by the Bangkok Post, titled "Resilient Thailand". Representatives from both the IMF and the World Bank are tentatively scheduled to be speakers. It would be a great opportunity to ask them why Thailand received the deepest cut in GDP growth, second only to Cambodia. More importantly, I would ask them about their views on Thailand's over-reliance on the tourism industry, which is likely to be affected by Mr Trump's trade policy.

Tourism is an issue of deep concern for Thailand. Incoming foreign tourist numbers shrank by 6.9%, 8.8%, and 7.6% in February, March and April, respectively -- the first time this has happened in five years. Surely this is not a good sign as tourism is Thailand's last engine of growth. But tourism not only adds income to GDP. The tourism industry provides foreign exchange and liquidity to the Thai financial system. In 2024, the industry generated 1.4 trillion baht of liquidity. If 10% of that is gone, it would be difficult for the country to avoid a liquidity shortage.

I only have best wishes for the Thai negotiation team as they carry the hopes of the nation. Of course, I have no idea when the US will schedule the meeting. My advice is that the proposals should focus on numbers and action plans, not the broad concept. Just tell the US exactly by how much the country aims to narrow the trade gap with a specific timetable, and what policies would be implemented to narrow the gap. The US team really has no interest in hearing that "Thailand fosters peace".
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																What was akin to a celebration of global dictators and political rogues, Venezuela's Marxist dictator, Nicholas Maduro, visited Moscow to join Vladimir Putin in celebrating Russia's May 9 Victory Day Parade, the 80th anniversary of the Soviet Union's triumph over Nazi Germany. Mr Putin's pantheon included communist China's leader Xi Jinping and Brazil's President Lula da Silva, among others.
Victory Day remains a sacred day for Russia and a symbolic high point in Mr Putin's cult of personality, pseudo-patriotism, and propaganda. Massive military parades have long evoked the former Soviets and now, of course, Mr Putin's Russia.

As an extra touch, Chinese People's Liberation Army troops goose-stepped in Red Square to honour the Moscow-Beijing alliance.

Russia's Victory Day follows the Western allies' Victory in Europe Day (VE Day), celebrated by the US, France, and the United Kingdom as the surrender of Nazi Germany.

But for Mr Putin, the narrative of World War II and the current Ukraine war mix seamlessly into a witch's brew of misappropriating history for his current aggression into a kind of political pornography so well tuned by the Kremlin.

But when Mr Maduro returned to his capital, Caracas, he was soon shocked by the escape of five key political opposition figures who had been whisked out of the country by the United States. The five, who were sheltering in the Argentine embassy in Caracas for over a year, were spirited out after Donald Trump gave the nod for a special extraction operation.

The five, including Magalli Meda, Claudia Macero, and Humberto Villalobos, had been working for the presidential campaign of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado last year when regime thugs tried to arrest them. They are now safely in Miami, Florida.

Venezuela's opposition leader Maria Corina Machado remains in hiding in her country. In an exclusive interview on Sunday Morning Futures on FOX News, Ms Machado thanked Mr Trump and his great team for "such a complex and precise operation" to free the opposition figures in Caracas. She stressed Mr Maduro still holds 900 political prisoners.

Last July, Mr Maduro was "reelected" for a third term as president, but the opposition and many countries, including the US and international observers, rejected the result as rigged and fraudulent and recognised the now-exiled opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez as the legitimate president-elect.

Venezuela, an oil-rich and once reasonably prosperous South American country, has sunk into a socialist quagmire over the past 25 years.

First, the charismatic Hugo Chavez and then autocrat Mr Maduro have turned Venezuela, despite its oil wealth, into a regime of mismanagement, corruption, and authoritarian political control. The once democratic country has become dependent on China for economic support and Cuba for political inspiration.

Naturally, much of the Venezuelan story is lubricated in oil, in this case by petroleum politics with the American company Chevron, a major investor. Nonetheless, late in the Biden administration, oil export sanctions were eased.

Now, Mr Trump has said, "The United States will not tolerate any third countries or their oil companies producing, extracting, or exporting oil and oil-related products with the Maduro regime in Venezuela. This is a regime that has consistently stolen elections, pillaged its people, and colluded with our enemies. Any country that allows its companies to produce, extract, or export from Venezuela will be subject to new tariffs, and any companies will be subject to sanctions."

China and India are major purchasers of Venezuelan petroleum.

Given the political turbulence over the past two decades, there has been a massive migration/exodus of Venezuelans, including the former bedrock middle class. According to the UN, over 7.9 million have fled their country as migrants and refugees; 1.3 million are seeking asylum, mostly in Latin American countries like Colombia, Brazil, Peru, and Argentina.

Now, there are over one million Venezuelans in the United States, mostly settled in Florida. But among legal migrants, there's a dangerous undertow of Venezuelan gangs, such as the notorious Tren de Aragua organisation. In the case of the gangs, the US has been facing self-inflicted chaos in American cities, including New York.

Ms Machado's appeal is clear: to re-emerge "as a reliable partner of the US" to bring stability to the Latin American region and "to turn Venezuela from the criminal hub to the energy hub." She calls it a "win-win" for the United States and a free Venezuela.



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defense issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations: Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Thailand's economy has surged. Its health care system is admired. Yet a silent killer is quietly stealing lives, straining hospitals, and sapping the nation's future. That killer is hypertension -- and it's hiding in plain sight.
Hypertension, or high blood pressure, is often called the "silent killer" for good reason. It creeps up with no symptoms, quietly damaging the heart, brain, kidneys, and blood vessels. It doesn't just hurt individuals and families -- it burdens our health system with avoidable costs and robs the economy of productivity through absenteeism and premature death.

The burden of hypertension in Thailand is already enormous and growing. One in four Thai adults has high blood pressure. Three out of four people with high blood pressure do not have it under control, putting them at risk of heart disease, stroke, kidney disease and dementia.

Yet hypertension can be avoided and controlled, as other countries have shown.

Twenty-five years ago, Thailand and South Korea were at the same starting point. Both countries had a blood pressure control rate of just 8%. Today, South Korea boasts the world's highest rate at 62%, while Thailand lags far behind at 23%. South Korea has managed to reduce its death rate from stroke by an astonishing 83%. In contrast, stroke remains the leading cause of death in Thailand, and a staggering 58% of strokes are attributed to uncontrolled blood pressure. Canada, Costa Rica, and other countries have also delivered comprehensive national hypertension programmes and shown notable improvements with control rates over 50%.

The financial consequences of low hypertension control rates are severe. Treating complications from hypertension -- including stroke rehabilitation, heart surgeries, and lifelong dialysis -- is expensive. Thailand's universal health coverage (UHC) system absorbs much of this cost, but the economic toll from lost productivity, caregiving responsibilities, and long-term disability is also immense, particularly because one-third of hypertension-related deaths affect people below the age of 70. In a country proud of its health achievements, one must ask: why is a preventable and treatable condition allowed to wreak such havoc?

Thailand has built an impressive health infrastructure. Its primary health care network is among the strongest in the region. The country provides free health care for all. There is a robust electronic health system and a highly trained health workforce. All the tools needed to address this hypertension crisis are available. But they are not used to full effect.

Experience in South Korea and other countries shows us what's possible. There are three key lessons we can draw from their successes.

First, Thailand should singularly focus on improving blood pressure control from the current level of 23% to at least 50%. While the country has already implemented universal blood pressure screening for all patients visiting a health facility, many patients with high blood pressure are not being linked to care and are slipping through the cracks. Thailand's million Community Health Volunteers can be used to not only support accurate blood pressure measurement at health facilities but also efforts to link people with hypertension to treatment and continuing care. At the same time, incentive structures could reward high-performing clinics that successfully control blood pressure.

Second, research and experience in various countries show that simpler treatment protocols and combination pills help achieve better adherence and blood pressure control. If patients need to take fewer pills, or even a single pill, they are more likely to stay on treatment. The Thai Hypertension Society recommends a single-pill combination therapy in which two or more medications are combined into one pill. While these options can be more expensive, the benefits outweigh the costs.

Third, prevention is just as important as diagnosis and treatment. Thailand has been recognised by the WHO for eliminating trans fat from its food system and for its efforts on obesity management. It is currently taking bold, commendable steps toward prevention: banning marketing of unhealthy food to children and introducing a salt tax -- a first for the region. Next, the country should consider promoting potassium-enriched, low-sodium condiments, which are proven to lower blood pressure at the population level. These public health measures will go a long way in steering people toward healthier choices, including to prevent and control hypertension.

Thailand has a proud history of public health leadership. From slashing childhood mortality, to pioneering HIV prevention, to enacting some of the world's strongest tobacco control policies, the country has consistently shown that when it commits, it leads.

But today, the biggest killers in Thailand -- stroke and heart disease -- are not being met with the urgency they demand. Hypertension is the common thread linking both.

The solutions are known, the tools are available, and the time is now. On this World Hypertension Day, we urge Thailand to act decisively and ambitiously to control high blood pressure. Let's stop the silent killer before it claims more lives.



Jos Vandelaer is WHO Representative to Thailand. Renu Garg is Senior Vice President, Cardiovascular Health, Resolve to Save Lives. The article marks World Hypertension Day on May 17.
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																A recent row that saw a policeman beaten for warning a politician not to take photos inside a polling booth confirms that local politics still wields significant influence over law enforcers.
The case has seemingly dashed hopes that belligerent local politicians and influential figures will behave better in the future.

A civil court in January sent a warning signal to local mafiosi by handing a life sentence to "Kamnan Nok", or Praween Chankhlai, a former Nakhon Pathom sub-district chief, for ordering the murder of a highway police officer during a party at his home two years ago.

But Sunday's beating seems to hammer home the point that influential figures have not been deterred -- and probably couldn't care less.

In the latest case, Siradanai "Golf" Plaiduang -- a member of the Songkhla Provincial Administration (PAO) -- and five of his assistants were arrested and denied bail for assaulting Pol Snr Sgt Maj Nisathit Kongthep.

The beating came after the officer warned an assistant of Mr Siradanai that taking a photo of his boss placing his paper into a ballot box was considered a violation of the voting law.

Mr Siradanai, son of a prominent local politician from the Democrat Party, was reportedly enraged and asked the officer: "Do you know who I am?" Six men then banded together to beat the policeman. The assault took place in full view of local residents casting their votes on Sunday.

Sadly, this ballot saga is not an isolated case or even that unusual in Thai society, where influential figures -- especially the scions influential people -- as well as politicians and businesspeople often trample the law and get away scot-free.

Mr Siradanai and his assistants can hardly be said to have clean images. Two of the five assistants who were arrested have criminal records and have been charged with involvement in online gambling. This begs the question of how political parties recruit members and their assistants. In this case, the Democrat Party publicly described the case as an "individual problem".

The "ballot photo row" reflects a toxic patronage system and culture of impunity in Thai society. It is usual to see law enforcers -- policemen, soldiers and officials -- visit events run by influential people and politicians. Such close connections are not limited to local politics.

At the national level, elite classes arranged by the National Defence College (NDC), Court of Justice, Election Commission (EC) and, more recently, the Royal Thai Police (RTP) help officials mingle with politicians and bigwigs in the private sector. Meanwhile, the distance between law enforcers and the public grows wider.

The justice system must prove all the pessimists wrong, and the police need to show their professionalism in this case, meaning that Mr Siradanai and the other suspects must have a fair trial. Otherwise, these belligerent figures will be further emboldened.
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																Paetongtarn Shinawatra is scheduled to make an official visit to Vietnam from tomorrow to Friday, the first by a Thai prime minister in over a decade.
Notably, during this visit, the two sides are expected to upgrade their relationship to a comprehensive strategic partnership (CSP), marking a pivotal step forward in bilateral ties that have matured steadily over the past five decades.

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the liberation of South Vietnam and national reunification on April 30, Ms Paetongtarn has extended a message of congratulations to Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, underscoring the importance Thailand places on the close friendship and neighbourly relations between the two nations.

She reaffirmed Thailand's commitment to working closely with Vietnam to further strengthen and elevate bilateral ties to new heights.

The incoming visit is seen as a reflection of both countries' shared determination to enhance cooperation across multiple sectors amid growing regional complexities.

It also sets the stage for celebrations of the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2026. Thailand and Vietnam established diplomatic relations in 1976 and elevated their cooperation to a Strategic Partnership in 2013 -- the first such agreement between two Asean member states.

That partnership was upgraded in 2019 to an Enhanced Strategic Partnership, followed by the implementation of a Plan of Action for 2022-2027.

The expected Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) upgrade marks a leap in bilateral cooperation, aligning the relationship with broader strategic goals in the region.

Ms Paetongtarn's visit to Hanoi comes on the heels of a series of high-level engagements, including a phone call from Ms Chinh shortly after her election and a first face-to-face meeting at the Asean Summit in Jakarta in October 2024.

HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visited Vietnam in 2024, and Vietnam's National Assembly chairman paid an official visit to Thailand in 2023 on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the strategic partnership.

During Thai Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa's recent visit to Vietnam, discussions were held to prepare for the upcoming visit and the 4th Thailand-Vietnam Joint Cabinet Retreat (JCR), which is expected to be revived during Ms Paetongtarn's trip, underscoring the shared commitment to expanding cooperation in a structured and comprehensive manner.

Thailand would be the fourth Asean member to have a CSP with Vietnam, which has previously declared CSPs with 12 countries, including most of the major powers in the world.

Meanwhile, Thailand has signed CSPs with China and Japan. Notably, both Vietnam and Thailand signed 17 free trade agreements (FTAs), of which Thailand signed the latest with Bhutan earlier this month.

The upgraded partnership is expected to strengthen cooperation in key areas, including politics, security, economic development, infrastructure, tourism, and people-to-people exchanges.

Economic ties form a central pillar of bilateral relations. In 2024, trade between Thailand and Vietnam reached US$20.2 billion (672 billion baht), representing a 6.3% increase from the previous year.

Both countries have set a target of $25 billion in bilateral trade in the near future, with an emphasis on sustainable and balanced growth.

Thailand is one of Vietnam's top foreign investors, with over 700 projects and a total registered capital of more than $15 billion. It ranks ninth among all foreign investors in Vietnam and second among Asean countries, trailing only Singapore.

Thai investments are spread across sectors including energy, manufacturing, agriculture, and retail.

The two governments are continuing to advance economic connectivity, including the "Three Connects" strategy, which seeks to integrate supply chains, improve infrastructure connectivity, and strengthen people-to-people ties.

A dedicated working group is expected to be launched to develop a roadmap for implementation and raise awareness among businesses and civil society in both countries.

Tourism has been identified as another area of strong potential. With improved infrastructure, expanded air connectivity, and regional travel initiatives, tourist exchanges between the two countries are on the rise.

Vietnam and Thailand are also exploring joint Asean tourism campaigns, such as the "Six Countries -- One Destination" programme initiated by Thailand, to attract more regional and long-haul travellers.

Cultural cooperation and sister-city relationships have also contributed to stronger people-to-people ties.

Education exchanges, language programmes, and cultural events are increasingly popular among younger generations, helping to foster mutual understanding and goodwill.

On the regional stage, Thailand and Vietnam continue to work closely through Asean mechanisms to promote peace, stability, and economic integration.

Both nations have voiced strong support for Asean centrality in navigating regional tensions and global economic headwinds.

With both countries having signed 17 FTAs there is growing potential for deepening regional and multilateral cooperation. The expected CSP will likely enhance alignment on international development agendas, sustainability, and climate resilience.

Ms Paetongtarn's visit comes at a time of renewed optimism in bilateral relations.

As Thailand and Vietnam prepare to celebrate 50 years of diplomatic relations, the anticipated upgrade to a CSP is not only symbolic -- it is expected to drive practical cooperation that benefits both countries and contributes to regional peace and prosperity.



Dang Trung Dung is a PhD candidate at the International Relations Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, a public research university located in Hanoi, and an administrative unit under the management of Vietnam's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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																As US tariffs begin to reshape global trade flows, many countries are worried that a tsunami of discounted Chinese goods, originally destined for America, will hit their shores. To keep them out, especially as recessionary pressures mount, some may be inclined to impose their own tariffs on Chinese imports. In that case, China would be cut off entirely from international trade, delivering an unexpected victory for US President Donald Trump, who would undoubtedly claim credit for this new Great Wall.
To avert this scenario, China must pursue short-term policies that align with its long-term goal of building a global governance architecture for a multipolar world. China harbours no illusions that it will be the twenty-first century's hegemon. India will become a superpower by mid-century. Europe might join their ranks, too, as Mr Trump's might-is-right worldview seems poised to accelerate and deepen European integration.

The current Sino-American standoff seemingly reflects a shared understanding that avoiding the Thucydides Trap -- when tensions between an incumbent hegemon and a rising power lead to conflict -- will require an agreement on respective spheres of influence. Both sides' defensive efforts to expand their global reach have devolved into a crude form of imperialism. Mr Trump has designs on Canada, Greenland, Panama, and Gaza, while China's claims in the South China Sea have brought its maritime border to the doorstep of several Southeast Asian countries.

But it remains to be seen how the trade war will factor into this contest. The tariffs that the US and China imposed against one another have effectively decoupled their trade. Will countries hit by his "reciprocal" tariffs be cowed into joining the US sphere of influence as part of bilateral trade deals?

The answer is no, so long as China respects its trade partners' right to befriend all superpowers. In such a scenario, the benefits of trading with China remain too large to forgo. But to take advantage of these benefits and maintain their autonomy, middle powers will need to pursue multilateral cooperation.

As a first step, middle powers must convince China that it is in its interest to stop the potential fire sale of goods intended for the US market, which means voluntary export restraints. But the Chinese government must also focus on boosting domestic consumption by lowering income and value-added taxes, expanding social-welfare programmes (especially for health care, childcare, and pensions), and easing the hukou household registration system -- which regulates access to social services -- in major coastal cities.

To cushion the adjustment pains and lower the budget deficit in the medium term, China should double down on supply-side structural reforms and overhaul the financial sector, which would unleash new productive forces. For example, if market-driven medium-size private banks were permitted to emerge, they could nurture the employment-intensive small and medium-size enterprises that large state-owned banks have traditionally discriminated against. Members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), together with Japan and South Korea, should propose an Atlantic-Pacific Sustainability Pact (APSP) to the European Union and the United Kingdom. An APSP would have three main tasks. The first would be to create a free-trade area open to all countries.

The second task would be to institute a nonpartisan peace caucus in the UN and other global and regional forums to prevent tensions between the US and China (as well as Russia) from impeding international coordination on shared global problems such as climate change and pandemics. Lastly, APSP would do well to establish a development agency whereby richer members could provide technical and financial support to poorer members' efforts to achieve net-zero greenhouse-gas emissions, protect their biodiversity, and accelerate economic growth. This would offset the assistance that competing superpowers use to influence poor countries.

As Asean economies catch up with those in the Global North, their combined GDP could equal that of the EU and the UK by 2045. In such a scenario, APSP's economic might would be so great that the US and China would have to join the trade partnership or else risk defeat from self-isolation.

Cooperative multilateralism is middle powers' best hope for mitigating the fallout from the Sino-American cold war, and it might even eventually crowd out this conflict. At a minimum, cooperative multilateralism by middle powers would ensure peaceful global governance as the international order transitions from a unipolar world to a multipolar world. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Wing Thye Woo, Professor Emeritus of Economics at the University of California, Davis, is University Chair Professor at the China Economic Research Institute at Liaoning University, a visiting professor at the University of Malaya, and a research professor at Sunway University.
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																On a hot afternoon in Chanthaburi province's Koh Jik, a small island striving for 100% renewable energy, a new power system is being tested. The goal? To see if hydrogen can keep the lights on when there's no sun or wind.
Koh Jik, cut off from the mainland's electricity grid, is well known for its solar power. It is one of the communities that tried solar panels two decades ago. Currently, most of the energy consumed is derived from solar panels and wind turbines. The community has received many environmental awards, including the 2024 Green Globe Award for its exemplary environmental conservation.

But to keep electricity stable, it still relies on diesel-powered generators and batteries. If the test succeeds, hydrogen could replace diesel as a clean backup, making the island fully green without emissions.

The experiment carried out early this year uses water and electrolysis to produce hydrogen, storing it in pressurised tanks, and then converting it back to electricity through fuel cells. Electricity used in the electrolysing process comes from solar panels. This approach aims to demonstrate how renewable energy sources, combined with hydrogen technology, can enable a completely CO2-free energy supply. The trial wouldn't just transform Koh Jik -- it could help shape Thailand's energy future with green hydrogen technology.

Thanks to its abundant sources and versatile uses, green hydrogen is the clean energy of the future. It can be used in transport, heating, electricity production, and storage. Since hydrogen comes from various sources, it is classified by different shades of colour and how it is produced, with different environmental impacts.

Hydrogen can also be classified by its different uses. In transport, hydrogen is used as a fuel in fuel cells to generate electricity for electric vehicles. Hydrogen is also used in oil refining and ammonia production for industrial uses.

Additionally, hydrogen is classified by colour based on its production method. Green hydrogen comes from renewable energy, blue hydrogen comes from natural gas with carbon capture, and grey hydrogen comes from natural gas without carbon capture. Other types include brown/black (from coal) and pink (from nuclear energy). This classification helps determine the environmental impact of hydrogen production, guiding its role in the transition to cleaner energy sources.

Another way hydrogen helps is by reducing natural gas consumption. It can be blended into natural gas pipelines, cutting emissions in the process. Thailand, for example, plans to mix 5% hydrogen with natural gas starting in 2030, though the exact source of this hydrogen is still unclear.

One of the biggest advantages of hydrogen is its ability to store energy. Since solar and wind power depend on the weather, any extra electricity generated on sunny or windy days can be used to produce hydrogen through electrolysis -- a process that splits water into hydrogen and oxygen using electricity. The hydrogen is then stored and later converted back into electricity when needed.

Unlike batteries, which lose charge over time, hydrogen can be stored for long periods without losing its quality. This makes it a dependable backup when solar and wind power aren't available, helping to keep the energy supply steady.

But hydrogen and batteries have their own strengths and limits.

For starters, hydrogen storage is currently about five times more expensive than battery storage.

Batteries are also great for short-term energy storage and can quickly supply power to stabilise electricity grids. They also use energy efficiently, being able to store and release electricity with minimal energy loss. But they take up space, are heavy, have limited capacity, and lose performance over time.

Hydrogen, however, doesn't wear out with use. It can store energy for a long time and be converted into different forms -- whether for heating, transport, or electricity generation. This flexibility makes it an excellent option for storing surplus renewable energy, especially during long, cloudy or rainy days.

A success story in Malaysia shows how hydrogen can be used to produce electricity in remote areas from surplus renewable energy.

The Long Loyang Health Clinic in Sarawak used to rely on diesel generators to power its operations. No longer. Before, it faced the high cost of diesel and transportation, especially during the rainy season, which made it hard for the clinic to run smoothly.

That changed when the clinic installed solar panels along with a hydrogen production and storage system. Now, excess renewable energy is stored as hydrogen, allowing the clinic to run around the clock, power essential medical equipment, and keep vaccines safely refrigerated.

Meanwhile, Koh Jik is now on its way to becoming 100% clean by replacing the last 3% of fossil fuels with hydrogen. Koh Jik also shows that incorporating hydrogen into small, off-grid energy systems is not only cleaner but also cheaper.

While diesel costs 62 cents per kilowatt-hour for the oil, engine operation, and transportation, the hydrogen production and storage system costs just 61 cents per kilowatt-hour. Most importantly, hydrogen lets surplus solar energy be stored without needing extra batteries or panels, making it perfect for space-limited locations.

The future of hydrogen is also getting brighter. The high cost will soon no longer be a problem. Green hydrogen costs are expected to drop by 50% by 2030 and could reach as low as $1 per kilogramme by 2050 in regions abundant with sun and wind. For example, the Middle East, Africa, Russia, China, the US, and Australia. As hydrogen becomes more affordable, it will offer a viable alternative to diesel, whose prices are expected to rise.

Despite the current challenges of hydrogen, including safety standards, technological complexity, and high initial investment costs, hydrogen is laying the groundwork for a cleaner energy future.

The future of energy is unfolding with hydrogen at the forefront of driving long-term sustainability.

Koh Jik's test run offers a glimpse into Thailand's cleaner energy future. As hydrogen technology advances and costs fall, it could be a game-changer, helping the country shift away from fossil fuels.



Chakorn Loetnithat is a Senior Researcher at TDRI.
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																The recent phenomenon of talk show hosts and social media influencers seeking justice for the downtrodden represents a worrying trend for Thailand. While these celebrity crusaders offer an expedient shortcut for those seemingly failed by traditional mechanisms, their existence suggests that something could be seriously wrong with the nation's justice system.
A recent road rage incident in Pathum Thani highlighted this troubling trend. On April 17, when a video went viral showing Smitthiphat Leenawarat -- son of former Thanyaburi ex-mayor Krissada and younger brother of Pheu Thai MP Manasanan -- sideswiping a pickup truck driven by 65-year-old Prachak Duangyai, public outrage erupted.

The elderly victim suffered six broken ribs, while his wife Somsri was also injured in the incident. Mr Smitthiphat, a candidate for a seat in the Thanyaburi municipal election, has been charged with reckless driving and fined for driving with an expired license, among others.

The issue does not end there, however. Fearing the perpetrator's "influence", the elderly victims' family sought help from activist Guntouch Pongpaiboonwet, also known as Gun Jom Palang. The social media crusader not only advanced 60,000 baht for the couple's initial medical treatment but also launched a public campaign to make sure their ruined pickup truck would be replaced.

What began as a road rage case has seemingly morphed into something far more complex involving the plight of the elderly victims, public outrage towards a "privileged" perpetrator, and tension between a politically connected family and influential social media activists. These elements have spawned a dramatic narrative that has dominated TV talk shows and social media discussions.

The instant gratification and excitement of watching "justice" being served live online and on TV may have obscured a gloomy question: How can our justice system be so broken that victims are increasingly seeking the advocacy of influencers over support offered through institutional channels?

This is not just about the predominance of entertainment culture -- it represents a crisis of confidence. Each viral case resolved only after public pressure is applied, rather than proper legal procedures, further erodes trust in Thailand's judiciary and law enforcement institutions.

The recent conviction of two senior justice officials for helping Red Bull scion Vorayuth "Boss" Yoovidhya in the 2012 hit-and-run case in which a police officer was killed in Bangkok exacerbated this perception. Former deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk was sentenced to three years in jail, while another ex-prosecutor was given two years for reducing the recorded speed of Vorayuth's Ferrari, which led to the dismissal of his indictment for reckless driving leading to death.

These institutional failures make for an uncomfortable truth that must not be overshadowed by "online justice", however entertaining it may be.

A truly functioning society cannot rely on viral videos and influencers to deliver justice. Influencers and viral videos may currently be shining a light on the issue, but they cannot guarantee structural change.

In the end, even the injuries to an innocent elderly couple caused by his rash driving were not enough to prevent Mr Smitthiphat's success in the Thanyaburi municipal election last weekend.

Reform of the justice system is essential. Citizens deserve a system that works for everyone, not just the rich or those who can get pally with a TV 'influencer".
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																Timor-Leste's long-awaited bid to join the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) is in jeopardy. It has encountered unexpected headwinds -- this time from the Philippines. The sudden diplomatic friction stems from Dili's refusal to extradite Arnolfo "Arnie" Teves Jr, a former Filipino congressman accused of terrorism and multiple murders, back to Manila.
The episode has added another layer of complexity to Timor-Leste's accession to Asean. The bloc's enlargement process between 1995-1999 was far smoother than when the founding members of Asean met when they formed the bloc during the 1960s. As the region's youngest democracy, Timor-Leste's domestic political dynamics and broader geopolitical rivalry and alignment also raise the ante.

At the upcoming 47th Asean Summit, which will take place May 25-27 in Kuala Lumpur, Asean leaders will have to take a clear stance on whether Timor-Leste will join their club or if the door will remain closed for another year or two.

Malaysia, the current Asean chair, in particular Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, has been one of the most vocal supporters of expansion. Kuala Lumpur has backed Dili's inclusion consistently, and it has been joined by countries like Indonesia, Cambodia, and Thailand. But consensus remains elusive. Other member states -- while not opposing Timor-Leste's membership outright -- have shown less enthusiasm, reiterating its limited institutional capacity, underdeveloped economy, and at times, confrontational political rhetoric.

Timor-Leste, a nation of just over 1.3 million people, has been widely lauded for its democratic progress since gaining independence in 2002. Its press freedom indexes in various Western-based media monitoring organisations put it among the world's top 50 countries, leaving other Asean members behind.

Moreover, historically, Asean is obsessed with principles of political non-interference and consensus, so it is not a democracy club. Since formally applying for Asean membership in 2011, Timor-Leste's political leadership -- most notably President Jose Ramos-Horta and Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao, both internationally respected figures -- have not shied away from criticising democratic deficits and human rights violations within the bloc. Such candour has stirred unease in Asean capitals, where a consensus-based community prefers ambiguity over confrontation.

A recurring concern among diplomats is whether the bloc could again face internal deadlock, as it did in 2012 when Asean failed for the first time to issue a joint communique, due to disagreements over the South China Sea. Some officials now worry whether including a more outspoken member could paralyse the group's ability to reach a consensus.

The situation is further complicated by Asean's ongoing struggle to deal with the Myanmar crisis, which followed a military coup in February 2021.

After the putsch, the junta leader has been banned from participating in high-level Asean meetings. During the brief democratic opening under the National League for Democracy-led administration with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar enjoyed cordial ties with President Ramos-Horta, with both leaders holding Nobel Peace Prizes. Those ties have since turned upside down, largely due to Dili's vocal condemnation of the junta's actions -- another source of tension within the regional bloc.

Now, the Philippines has emerged as a potential roadblock. Recently, Manila publicly gave such a hint to Timor-Leste's handling of the Teves case. Teves, a former lawmaker and designated terrorist by the Philippine Anti-Terrorism Council, was arrested in Dili in March 2024. He faces multiple charges, including the high-profile assassination of Negros Oriental Governor Roel Degamo in 2023.

Manila has made it clear that failure to extradite Teves could affect its support for Timor-Leste's Asean bid. While Timor-Leste has so far maintained that its judicial process must run its course before any extradition can take place, the incident has placed Dili in a diplomatic spotlight.

Nonetheless, Asean continues to engage with Timor-Leste. Member states have urged the country to adhere closely to the Asean Roadmap for membership, which outlines key commitments across three pillars: political-security, economic, and socio-cultural. As of early this year, Dili was ready to comply with the 178 documents for full accession, including ratifying key treaties and participating in capacity-building efforts.

Indeed, over the past years, Asean has taken visible steps to integrate Timor-Leste. The country participated as an observer during the Asean Summit in Jakarta in November 2023. Asean technical and institutional support to Dili has also expanded, focusing on improving administrative capacity, economic governance, and political readiness. Its media organisations have links and cooperation with key Asean members.

Behind closed doors, many senior Asean officials quietly acknowledge that Timor-Leste has been moderating its tone publicly. The fiery rhetoric that once defined its engagement with Asean has softened, replaced by a more pragmatic approach. Kudos to the country's top leaders who are navigating these sensitivities. Still, the road to membership this year remains uncertain. Asean's requirement for unanimous consensus means a single dissenting member can block Timor-Leste's accession. Today, geopolitical rivalries and domestic considerations can influence the decision-making process than ever before.

Asean leaders must overcome short-term disputes to embrace a more inclusive and resilient community and avoid any possible glitch. At this juncture, Timor-Leste's future in the Asean family still hangs in the balance.
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        Combs's ex Cassie faces intense cross-examination
        NEW YORK --- Attorneys for Sean "Diddy" Combs on Thursday tried to chip away at the credibility of Casandra Ventura, the music mogul's former girlfriend, after two days of her grueling testimony in his trial on sex trafficking charges.

      

      
        Thai society's religious diversity celebrated through landmarks, festivals
        Although Buddhism is the predominant religion in Thailand, the country is home to people of various faiths, resulting in a society rich in beliefs, ways of life and religious art that reflect cultural and religious pluralism.

      

      
        New movies out this week: May 15-21
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        'Democratic Jungle' exhibition reveals harsh realities of Southeast Asia's workers
        Exhibition Overview
The Foreign Correspondents' Club of Thailand (FCCT) presents Democratic Jungle, a powerful documentary photography exhibition by the French photojournalist Nathalie Jamois. It features a striking series of images of labourers across Southeast Asia and interrogates the paradox of progress: as our world becomes more connected and efficient, it simultaneously...

      

      
        Sean Combs' ex alleges pattern of abuse
        NEW YORK --- Sean "Diddy" Combs' former partner Casandra Ventura testified on Wednesday that the music mogul raped her near the end of their decade-plus relationship that included routine physical abuse and left her with post-traumatic stress and suicidal thoughts.

      

      
        Myanmar artists featured in 'Unsettled Journeys' show
        Supples Gallery is presenting the group exhibition "Unsettled Journeys" to highlight the complex experience of six Myanmar artists currently living in Thailand in the wake of military crackdowns, forced conscription and the collapse of civil liberty.

      

      
        Distorted originals highlight creativity
        Art lovers are invited to discover what it means to be "original" and question their own notions of art and creation during "The Bootleg Show: An Exploration Of Originals And Alterations", which is running in Temporary Exhibition Room 1-3 at Moca Bangkok, until June 29.

      

      
        State of art in Singapore
        As Singapore marks its 60th anniversary of independence, the Singapore International Festival of Arts (SIFA) returns boldly with the theme of "More Than Ever". While presenting the largest showcase of homegrown talent, the annual performing arts festival is expanding its landscape with an international bent.

      

      
        GOT7 makes a comeback
        In 2020, GOT7, a well-known K-pop sensation, sold out both their concerts at Rajamangala National Stadium. However, the shows were cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. On Jan 11, 2021, Ahgase, the GOT7 fan club, faced an uncertain situation concerning their favourite group when the seven members of GOT7 did not renew the contract with their music label JYP Entertainment.

      

      
        Titans attack Pulse Hall at CentralWorld
        Fans of the acclaimed anime and manga series Attack On Titan can't miss this. After making its Bangkok debut last week, the highly anticipated "Attack On Titan Final Exhibition" from Japan is now running daily from 11am to 9pm, until June 18. The venue is CentralWorld Pulse Hall, 7th floor of CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road.
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									Combs's ex Cassie faces intense cross-examination

									
								

								NEW YORK -- Attorneys for Sean "Diddy" Combs on Thursday tried to chip away at the credibility of Casandra Ventura, the music mogul's former girlfriend, after two days of her grueling testimony in his trial on sex trafficking charges.
								Ventura, the singer widely known as Cassie, told jurors that Combs raped, beat and forced her into drug-fueled sex parties during their more than 10 years together -- excruciating accounts that now open her up to a grilling from defense lawyers.

Early in the hearing, Combs attorney Anna Estevao focused on aspects of their relationship that were tender, admitting into evidence numerous emails and text exchanges that include Combs and Ventura expressing love for each other.

When asked why she would look forward to seeing Combs after he had traveled, the 38-year-old Ventura replied: "Because I had fallen in love with him and cared about him very much."

One of the messages, dated 2009, shown to jurors from Ventura to Combs read: "I'm always ready to freak off lolol."

That refers to the so-called "freak-offs" with Combs and male escorts -- sex performances directed by the music mogul and including male escorts that sometimes lasted for days, according to Ventura.

In her third day on the witness stand in Manhattan federal court, Ventura -- who is heavily pregnant with her third child -- was soft-spoken and matter-of-fact, answering many questions with a simple "yes."

Combs, 55, was once one of the most powerful figures in the music industry, but is now incarcerated on charges of sex trafficking and leading an illegal sex ring that enforced its power with crimes including arson, kidnapping and bribery.

Combs -- known during his career as Puff Daddy, P. Diddy and Diddy -- has rejected all charges against him and pleaded not guilty. If convicted, he could spend the rest of his life in prison.

Ventura is the case's star witness: on Tuesday and Wednesday, she described Combs as controlling and willing to wield his wealth and influence to fulfill his desires.

She gave vivid accounts of coercive sex parties -- she participated in hundreds, she testified -- and brutal beatings.

That testimony will underpin much of the prosecution's case against Combs, who is alleged to have used violence and blackmail to manipulate women over many years.

However, the defense contended in opening statements, while Ventura's relationship with Combs was complicated and included domestic abuse, it did not amount to sex trafficking.

"Being a willing participant in your own sex life is not sex trafficking," said defense lawyer Teny Geragos earlier this week.

They have indicated they will seek to emphasize that Ventura took drugs of her own free will, and behaved erratically and even violently herself.

'Humiliating'

On Wednesday, Ventura alleged that in 2018, as she and Combs were breaking up, he raped her in her living room.

And she testified that her time with the artist -- often credited with helping to usher hip-hop into the mainstream -- left her with post-traumatic stress disorder, drug addiction and suicidal thoughts.

The drugs were a "buffer" to withstand the "humiliating" and often filmed sexual encounters, she said.

In a graphic hotel surveillance clip from March 2016 shown to jurors Monday, Tuesday and again Wednesday, Combs is seen brutally beating and dragging Ventura down a hallway.

The prosecution played portions of the footage while Ventura was on the stand.

When asked why she did not fight back or get up, Ventura answered simply that curled up on the ground "felt like the safest place to be."

Following the hotel assault, Ventura was forced to attend the premiere of her movie "The Perfect Match" days later while covered in bruises, the jury heard. She said she wore sunglasses to conceal a black eye.

Ventura's testimony is expected to last at least until the end of the week, and trial proceedings are anticipated to continue well into the summer.
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									Thai society's religious diversity celebrated through landmarks, festivals

									
								

								Although Buddhism is the predominant religion in Thailand, the country is home to people of various faiths, resulting in a society rich in beliefs, ways of life and religious art that reflect cultural and religious pluralism.
								When Pope Francis died on April 21, 2025, Thai people paid respects through a Buddhist chanting ceremony dedicated to the 88-year-old pontiff on April 29 at Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimon Mangkhalaram Rajwaramahawihan, commonly known as Wat Pho, in Bangkok.

The ceremony was led by Phra Maha Thirachan representing the Buddhist community, alongside members of the Sangha Supreme Council and the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Thailand.

Both Buddhists and Christians attended the event, reflecting mutual respect across faiths.

[image: Buddhist chanting ceremony at Wat Pho on April 29, dedicated to Pope Francis who died of a stroke and irreversible cardiovascular arrest on April 21. (screenshot)]
Buddhist chanting ceremony at Wat Pho on April 29, dedicated to Pope Francis who died of a stroke and irreversible cardiovascular arrest on April 21. (screenshot)



Religious diversity is also visible in Thailand's landmarks. In old town Bangkok, the Giant Swing is associated with the Hindu Brahmin ritual of "Lo Ching Cha." It was built as a spiritual centre of the city, and during the bicentennial celebration of Rattanakosin, the India-Thai Chamber of Commerce (ITCC) enshrined a statue of Lord Vishnu in the area.

At Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan, a prominent sculpture depicting the "Churning of the Ocean of Milk," with Vishnu at its centre, showcases Thailand's artistic integration of Hindu beliefs. The airport's features reflect the Thai worldview that positions the king as a divine figure, a reincarnation of Vishnu, symbolising unity.

Harmony among faiths in Bang Rak

Bang Rak district in Bangkok also exemplifies multi-faith coexistence. It is home to the Chao Mae Thapthim and Guan Yin shrines, frequented by people seeking blessings, especially for love.

The district also hosts Haroon Mosque, serving the Muslim community for over a century, and the Assumption Cathedral, renowned as one of Thailand's most beautiful churches.

Also in Bang Rak, Sri Maha Mariamman temple, also known as Wat Maha Uma Devi, hosts the annual Hindu festival Navaratri.

[image: The entrance of Haroon Mosque in Bang Rak district, Bangkok. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)]
The entrance of Haroon Mosque in Bang Rak district, Bangkok. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)



These sites and rituals highlight how the kingdom's religious diversity has long been an integral part of society, with people of different faiths living together harmoniously for generations.
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									New movies out this week: May 15-21

									Tom Cruise was 33 when the first 'Mission Impossible' film was released in 1996
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								
[image: ]

Riize Odyssey: Premiere In Cinema

Directed by Kim Hyung-guk and Lee Sang-min.

Who's in it?

Park Won-bin, Osaki Shotaro, Song Eun-seok, Jung Sung-chan, Lee So-hee and Anton Lee.

What's it about?

The first regular album of Riize will be presented as a cinematic film with about 40 minutes of running time, visualising 10 tracks included in the album. 

Why watch it?

The first, greatest and largest scale of the "Riize 'Odyssey' Briize First Premiere", which will have its online first release for Weverse Riize community members. Riize's first regular album "Odyssey" will be released on various music sites on May 19 and will be available in album format.



[image: ]

Oshi no Ko: The Final Act

Directed by Smith.  

Who's in it?

Kaito Sakurai, Asuka Saito and Nagisa Saito.

What's it about?

Goro is a gynaecologist and idol fan who's in shock after his favourite star, Ai, announces an impromptu hiatus. Little does Goro realise that he's about to forge a bond with her that defies all common sense.

Why watch it?

Smith's directorial debut.



[image: ]

The Tutor 

Directed by Bhandit Thongdee.

Who's in it?

Sornram Aneklap, Parinya Angsanan and Tanawat Hudchaleelaha.

What's it about?

When educational success depends on the supernatural, but the success comes at the cost of life, how will they find a way out? 

Why watch it?

Classic Thai horror movie. 



[image: ]

Feng Shen 2: Zhan huo xi qi (Creation Of The Gods II: Demon Force)

Directed by Wuershan.

Who's in it?

Huang Bo, Yosh Yu and Nashi.

What's it about?

Taishi Wen Zhong led the army of Shang Dynasty including Deng Chanyu and four generals of the Mo Family to Xiqi. With the help of Kunlun immortals such as Jiang Ziya, Ji Fa led the army and civilians of Xiqi to defend their homeland.

Why watch it?

The trilogy is loosely based on the classical fantasy novel "Investiture Of The Gods" (Fengshen Yanyi) by Zhonglin Xu and Xixing Lu, which is one of the only two mythical epics in Chinese literature history that originated from real historical events, and was greatly enriched and fabricated with vast imagination and fiction, when it was passed down the generations by storytellers over the last 2,000 years, and finally became a classic. 



PREMIERES ON MAY 17

[image: ]

Mission Impossible 8: The Final Reckoning

Directed by Christopher McQuarrie.

Who's in it? 

Tom Cruise, Hayley Atwell and Hannah Waddingham.

What's it about?

Our lives are the sum of our choices.

Why watch it?

Set to be released before Cruise's 63rd birthday. He was 33 when the first film was released in 1996.
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									'Democratic Jungle' exhibition reveals harsh realities of Southeast Asia's workers

									French photojournalist Nathalie Jamois documents the struggles of workers powering the global economy at FCCT Bangkok
								

								Exhibition Overview

The Foreign Correspondents' Club of Thailand (FCCT) presents Democratic Jungle, a powerful documentary photography exhibition by the French photojournalist Nathalie Jamois. It features a striking series of images of labourers across Southeast Asia and interrogates the paradox of progress: as our world becomes more connected and efficient, it simultaneously distances us from the people who sustain our comfort, convenience and consumption.
								[image: Democratic Jungle: The Invisible Struggles of the Workers Who Power Our World]

Nathalie's photographs expose the often-overlooked realities of exploitation, inequality and the emotional cost of survival. These lived experiences are frequently overshadowed by corporate language such as "ethical sourcing", "fair trade", "social impact" and "sustainability".

"These words fill boardrooms and marketing campaigns, crafting a sanitised vision of progress," says Nathalie. "But what about the workers behind the scenes -- those rarely considered in definitions of 'wellness' or 'eco-friendly' labour conditions?"

About the Artist

Nathalie Jamois is a French photojournalist based in Bangkok. She documents the social, cultural and political landscapes of Southeast Asia, aiming to elevate the voices of the invisible and inspire collective responsibility through visual storytelling. Her work -- unfiltered, raw and deeply human -- focuses on themes of resilience, identity and the forces shaping contemporary society.

Her images have appeared in Forbes, The Guardian, Le Figaro, Rolling Stone and other international publications. Her photography has also been used by Amnesty International and grassroots organisations to advocate for social justice and systemic change.

[image: Democratic Jungle: The Invisible Struggles of the Workers Who Power Our World]

Panel Discussion & Opening Reception

To mark the exhibition's opening, the FCCT will host a special panel discussion on Friday, May 23, 2025, at 6.30pm, bringing together experts and advocates to explore labour rights, representation and the cost of invisibility in the workforce. Panelists include:

Date: Friday, May 23, 2025 | 6:30 PM

Admission: Free and open to the public

Venue: Foreign Correspondents' Club of Thailand (FCCT), Penthouse, Maneeya Center, 518/5 Phloen Chit Road, Bangkok / The bar and restaurant will be open during the event.

Panelists Include:


	
Nathalie Jamois, Photojournalist & Founder of Human Lens



	
Friso Poldervaart & Greg Lange, Co-founders, Bangkok Community Help Foundation (BCHF)



	
Sasinan Thamnithinan, Lawyer & Member of Parliament, People's Party



	
Phil Robertson, Director, Asia Human Rights & Labour Advocates (AHRLA), FCCT Board Member





[image: Democratic Jungle: The Invisible Struggles of the Workers Who Power Our World]

Photographs for Sale

Photographs from Democratic Jungle will be available for purchase. A portion of the proceeds will support the Bangkok Community Help Foundation (BCHF), a non-profit organisation working to improve the lives of vulnerable communities in Bangkok. BCHF's current project, the Center of Dreams, offers homeless individuals vocational training, mental health support and pathways to employment.

Exhibition Dates

Opening & Panel Discussion: Friday, May 23, 2025 | 6:30 PM

Exhibition Dates: May 24 - June 18, 2025

Venue: Foreign Correspondents' Club of Thailand (FCCT), Penthouse, Maneeya Center, 518/5 Phloen Chit Road, Bangkok

Admission: Free

Contact Information

Foreign Correspondents' Club of Thailand (FCCT)

 Email: info@fccthai.com

 Phone: +66 (0)2 652 0580

 Website: www.fccthai.com
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									Sean Combs' ex alleges pattern of abuse

									
								

								NEW YORK -- Sean "Diddy" Combs' former partner Casandra Ventura testified on Wednesday that the music mogul raped her near the end of their decade-plus relationship that included routine physical abuse and left her with post-traumatic stress and suicidal thoughts.
								Ventura, the singer widely known as "Cassie," returned to the witness stand in the sex trafficking trial against her ex for another marathon day of questioning from prosecutors who accuse Combs of heading a criminal sex ring.

The hours of questioning finished with Ventura, who is eight months pregnant with her third child, in tears as she recounted "horrible flashbacks" of her time with Combs -- they stopped seeing each other in 2018 -- that left her telling her husband years later that she was contemplating suicide.

"I didn't want to be alive anymore at that point," she told the courtroom.

"I couldn't take the pain that I was in anymore," the emotional Ventura said, adding that her husband, celebrity fitness trainer Alex Fine, stopped her from any action.

The 2023 episode prompted her to seek professional rehabilitation help.

Over two days of testimony Ventura described Combs as controlling and willing to wield his wealth and influence to fulfill his desires.

Ventura, now 38, gave vivid accounts of coercive sex parties and violent beatings that will underpin much of the prosecution's case against the music industry figure, who is alleged to have used violence and blackmail to manipulate women over many years.

She said that in 2011 Combs looked through her phone and discovered she was seeing the rapper Kid Cudi, which sent him into a rage that saw him lunge at her with a corkscrew.

"I knew his capabilities, his access to guns," Ventura later testified.

Combs subsequently threatened to release videos of her participating in his sex parties as retaliation, she said.

Ventura recounted so-called "freak-off" sex parties saying she participated because she was "just in love and wanted to make (Combs) happy -- to a point I didn't feel like I had much of a choice".

Ventura, who is 17 years younger than Combs and first met him when she was 19, described how the mogul would sometimes urinate on her, or he would instruct one of the numerous sex workers he engaged to participate in the freak-offs to do so.

'It was disgusting'

Ventura will return to the stand Thursday for what's expected to be dramatic cross-examination from defence lawyers for Combs, who vehemently denies all charges.

The artist's lawyers indicated they would seek to emphasise that Ventura took drugs of her own free will, and behaved erratically.

Ventura said during direct testimony that she developed an addiction to opioids during her time with Combs, and that during the encounters she took drugs including ecstasy, ketamine and cocaine to cope with the sometimes days-long sex parties.

The drugs kept her awake but also had a "dissociative and numbing" effect, she said -- "a way to not feel it for what it really was".

And the opioids "made me feel numb, which is why I relied on them so heavily", she testified.

"It was an escape."

In a graphic hotel surveillance clip from March 2016 shown to jurors Monday, Tuesday and again Wednesday, Combs is seen brutally beating and dragging Ventura down a hallway.

The prosecution played portions of the footage while Ventura was on the stand.

When asked why she didn't fight back or get up, Ventura answered simply that staying curled up on the ground "felt like the safest place to be."

Following the hotel assault, Ventura was forced to attend the premiere of her movie The Perfect Match days later, covered in bruises to her body and face, the jury heard as they were shown photographs of the actress with Combs at the event.

Ventura said she wore sunglasses to conceal a black eye.

The images contrasted with red carpet shots of the pair seemingly enjoying each other's company and projecting harmony.

Combs's defence team insists while some of his behaviour was questionable, it did not constitute racketeering and sex trafficking. He denies all counts.

In late 2023, Ventura filed a civil suit against Combs seeking damages, and the parties settled less than 24 hours later to the tune of $20 million, she testified.

Asked by prosecutors Wednesday why she chose to participate in the criminal trial that meant she would spend days publicly reliving some of the most excruciating details of her life, Ventura took a long pause and began to cry.

"I can't carry this anymore," she said. "I can't carry the shame, the guilt ... what's right is right and what's wrong is wrong."

"I'm here to do the right thing."
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									Myanmar artists featured in 'Unsettled Journeys' show

									
								

								Supples Gallery is presenting the group exhibition "Unsettled Journeys" to highlight the complex experience of six Myanmar artists currently living in Thailand in the wake of military crackdowns, forced conscription and the collapse of civil liberty.
								Curated by Mike Thukha Kyaw, the exhibition is currently running until July 13. The six Myanmar artists are Pai Min Htet, Ko Htike, Ko Pyae, Toe Wai, Wai Yan Phyo and Oscar. Through painting, drawing and visual storytelling, they transform personal and collective grief into quiet acts of resistance. Their works invite viewers to a world marked by displacement, yet rooted in the enduring power of the human spirit.

"It traverses a landscape of memory, longing and adaptation. Some pieces offer fleeting glimpses of everyday life: ferry rides, morning light, a crowded street. Others delve into darker territories -- grief, fear, the invisible scars of trauma. Each work is deeply personal, yet together they form a collective portrait of a people in motion -- physically, emotionally, artistically," said the curator.

The title of the exhibition "Unsettled Journeys" captures the duality at the heart of this exhibition: the physical experience of exile and the emotional turbulence it carries. Yet, it also gestures towards persistence -- the drive to create, to hold on to memory and meaning, and to find beauty even when the ground beneath is uncertain.

This exhibition is not only about leaving -- it is also about staying connected. It honours the artists' courage and invites audiences to listen deeply to stories told through image and form.

In times of political upheaval and personal loss, art becomes more than expression -- it becomes survival.

[image: Temperature Of Leopard by Pai Min Htet. (Photo: Supples Gallery)]
Temperature of Leopard by Pai Min Htet. (Photo: Supples Gallery)



[image: The Guardian by Pai Min Htet. (Photo: Supples Gallery)]
The Guardian by Pai Min Htet. (Photo: Supples Gallery)
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									Distorted originals highlight creativity

									
								

								Art lovers are invited to discover what it means to be "original" and question their own notions of art and creation during "The Bootleg Show: An Exploration Of Originals And Alterations", which is running in Temporary Exhibition Room 1-3 at Moca Bangkok, until June 29.
								This is a solo exhibition by Thai-Hong Kong artist Mrkreme, who blends the realm of imagination with deeply personal experiences through his signature bright and whimsical pop-surrealist style.

His show begins with a simple yet thought-provoking question -- what does it mean to be original? This inquiry sparked when the artist designed a character named Mushkin, intended for production as an art toy. However, the final prototype looked noticeably different from the original concept.

Instead of being discouraged, he regards the deviation a catalyst for a deeper exploration into the nature of creativity -- where imperfection, reinterpretation and transformation play central roles in the creative process.

In this exhibition, he invites viewers to become co-creators. They are encouraged to draw Mushkin from memory, and these sketches are then reimagined and transformed into new artworks -- through paintings, sculptures and video installations. The line between "original" and "distortion" begins to blur, opening a dialogue between intention and unexpected change.

Clay, the very first material the artist used to prototype his art toys, returns as a primary medium in this show. With its mutable and shapeless qualities, clay perfectly embodies the core message of the exhibition -- the beauty of fluid creativity and the significance of uncertainty.

Moca Bangkok is on Kamphaeng Phet 6 and opens daily from 10am to 6pm, except Monday.

Visit mocabangkok.com.
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									State of art in Singapore

									The annual SIFA festival returns with an expanded landscape
								

								As Singapore marks its 60th anniversary of independence, the Singapore International Festival of Arts (SIFA) returns boldly with the theme of "More Than Ever". While presenting the largest showcase of homegrown talent, the annual performing arts festival is expanding its landscape with an international bent.
								Organised by the Arts House Limited (AHL), this year's SIFA presents the highest number of 15 local works, along with international commissions, from May 16 to June 1. Built on the overarching theme, it follows six curation strands -- New Urban Realities; Classics Reinvented; History Reimagined; We, International; State Of The Arts; and PRISM 48.

"In a world afflicted with the rhetoric of divide, we need to resist limiting binaries and relate to each other in nuance," said festival director Natalie Hennedige.

"In doing so, we uphold the station of the arts as a vital space in society that explores differences in opinions, accepts otherness and maintains the past, present, and future as entities that perpetually influence and shape each other, engendering new narratives on a supple timeline that moves forwards, cyclically or in any imaginable configuration."

The SIFA Pavilion at Bedok Town Square is a new arts space that hosts multiple works. Inspired by Bedok's rich background, SIFA's opening performance The Sea And The Neighbourhood captures the flow of water that shapes Singapore. A coral-inspired installation/stage by visual artist Wang Ruobing anchors this multidisciplinary work.

"It is about the ebb and flow of the sea, being alive to the energy around us, and embracing the constant state of change," said Shan Del Vecchio, a half Thai, half Italian ballet dancer from Singapore Ballet, who performs in Pact Of Water as part of the opening performance.

[image: Told By My Mother. (Photo: Pierre Gondard)]
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"In this piece, I am embodying the fluidity and dynamism of water. I will have a pas de quatre with Min Yi, Jason and Satoru. Together, the four of us create an illusion of Min Yi gliding and floating in the performance space, while maintaining connectedness with each other."

Shan learned dancing at 11, with an annual scholarship from the Chiang Mai Ballet Academy from 2005-2013. Joining the Singapore Dance Theatre in 2014, he has risen through the ranks, securing the soloist's title in 2024. SIFA is taking him to the next level. Because dancers usually communicate through body movement, he must learn to use facial expression in this performance.

"This was something beyond my comfort zone. I must be professional and put thought into the process, as well as to review videos after rehearsals," he said.

As SIFA presents him an opportunity to collaborate and explore uncharted territory, he hoped that it will "allow more people in the community to view art in more ways and be more engaged in the arts and dance".

Other works at the SIFA Pavilion include Drama Box's interactive work Hello? Is This Working?, which reflects on the status of work and challenges narratives about labour. Little SIFA returns for its second edition at Empress Lawn, connecting younger audiences to the arts via family-friendly programmes, including The House Between The Winds by Singapore artist Yang Jie.

[image: Vampyr. (Photo: Franco Barrios)]
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Visitors can look forward to adaptation of classics. In collaboration with Scotland's Raw Material, Glasgow-based Singaporean artist Ramesh Meyyappan reimagines William Shakespeare's King Lear to explore universal themes of madness, loss of power, betrayal and trust. Presented by The Finger Players and directed by Oliver Chong, George Orwell's iconic tale of power and corruption found in Animal Farm is given a fresh spin in the form of puppetry.

Meanwhile, Umbilical by Rizman Putra, Zul Mahmod and thesupersystem is an immersive performance that combines movement, projections and artificial intelligence to recreate the ripple of Singapore's separation from Malaysia in 1965. The umbilical cord serves as an evocative metaphor and symbolic bridge between water and land, people and places, and past and present.

SIFA ends on a high note with COLONY - A True Colors Project, where performers overcome their differences through the language of movement on stage. Directed by Remesh Panicker, the production brings 13 dancers from Southeast Asia and Japan to a blend of dance, music, and film. Hailing from Chiang Mai, Naphaswan Pratummes, or Maya, is joining the crew for this collaborative experiment.

"I am performing as a dancer with COLONY for this year's SIFA. It's an honour to be part of a company that brings so many different artists together," she said. "Being able to perform at such a major festival feels really exciting for me, and I'm grateful to be part of a platform that celebrates the arts on such a big scale."

[image: Umbilical. (Photo: Arts House Limited)]
Umbilical. (Photo: Arts House Limited)



Discovering her passion at a very young age, Maya trained in dance, piano, clarinet and DJing. She moved to Singapore for a diploma in dance at NAFA under a full scholarship. While studying, she started to teach open classes, which has since opened doors to the professional scene. She feels proud to join COLONY -- a project that treats dancers as equals.

"It is powerful to share a space where the work is about connection and collaboration, not labels. Being part of COLONY reminds me that dance is universal. It is about how we move together, not how we are different," she said.

Maya noted that working with dancers from different backgrounds has taught her to see beyond herself.

"Every dancer has their own way of working, and it pushed me to be more patient, observant, and open-minded. Learning to adapt without assumptions has been a big part of the process for me," she said.

[image: Naphaswan Pratummes. (Photo: Naphaswan Pratummes)]
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Maya hoped that COLONY will put artists in the spotlight. "Dance and the arts have often been overlooked or underestimated, and I want to be part of the change that gives them the recognition they deserve. We are not just dancers. We are artists, and what we create has meaning," she said.

While foregrounding local talent, SIFA has cemented its global standing with four international works. While LATTICE weaves passers-by into a fabric of suspended time in the Funan Basement 2 Underground Pedestrian Link, HOME by Geoff Sobelle is a large-scale performance work that questions what makes a house a home amid issues of housing crises, gentrification and migration.

Meanwhile, Lebanese dancer and choreographer Ali Chahrour presents the second part of his trilogy on love in a performance titled Told By My Mother, drawing inspiration from his family history and a fractured Lebanon. Chilean playwright Manuela Infante also brings Vampyr, a mockumentary that blends black humour with commentary on energy, labour and environmental concerns.

[image: Shan Del Vecchio. (Photo: Singapore Ballet)]
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"SIFA is a celebration of Singapore's cultural vitality and growth, presenting heartfelt stories that resonate deeply with local and international audiences," said Sharon Tan, executive director of AHL.

"Through the theme, we aim to create powerful shared moments of connection and reflection, honouring the festival's 48-year journey. We continue to make the arts more accessible by enlivening everyday community spaces with artistic encounters, championing home-grown talent and showcasing Singapore's creative spirit in fresh and impactful ways. This is made possible by collaborations with artists, stakeholders, and communities so that the arts can form meaningful and lasting experiences for all."
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									GOT7 makes a comeback

									K-pop boy band, whose members  went separate ways over Covid,  reunite to screaming Bangkok fans
								

								In 2020, GOT7, a well-known K-pop sensation, sold out both their concerts at Rajamangala National Stadium. However, the shows were cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. On Jan 11, 2021, Ahgase, the GOT7 fan club, faced an uncertain situation concerning their favourite group when the seven members of GOT7 did not renew the contract with their music label JYP Entertainment.
								All seven members, Jay B, Mark, Jackson, Jinyoung, Youngjae, BamBam and Yugyeom, signed new contracts with different music labels. Although they promised to return as a group, nobody knew when it was going to happen. To comfort their fans, the group released the single Encore on their new YouTube Channel on Feb 19. After that, the group focused on their solo activities. Jay B and Jinyoung completed their military service in 2024.

On Jan 20, Got 7 eventually released their EP album Winter Heptagon, under Kakao Entertainment. When they announced their performance of "2025 GOT7 Concert [Nestfest] In Bangkok" on May 2 and 3 at Rajamangala Stadium, members of Ahgase could not contain their excitement. Due to high demand, tickets for both days sold out quickly.

Finally on May 2, the Ahgase realised that their five years of waiting was finally over when the message "We Are Back" appeared on a large LED screen and the seven members were introduced one by one. Then, the stage and the fans' light sticks turned red simultaneously.

The Got 7 members appeared in tight outfits to perform their iconic dance song Hard Carry. The fans screamed at the top of their lungs to welcome the members and sang along with the group. The group continued on to perform their two electronic dance hits Girls Girls Girls and Stop Stop It.

[image: GOT7 makes a comeback]

Since the group has a Thai member, BamBam, every member is able to speak some simple Thai phrases. During the greeting, Jinyoung said in Thai that he missed his Thai fans so much. Then, Jay B said this show should have been held five years ago. However, the longer the wait, the more fun it would be. He also asked fans to not focus on recording videos with their phone, but to have fun with them instead.

After greeting the fans, the group performed songs that fans are familiar with such as R&B and hip-hop numbers A and Fly, rap pop song Just Right and trap song Teenager. The lyrics of these songs are about love and falling in love. Teenager is a song that contains a message the group wants fans to know -- that their fans brought them happiness and made them feel like young teenagers again.

As the members have known each other for over a decade, their strong bond leads to a natural flow in their performances. It was a pleasure to hear their live singing, although their voices were a bit lost during some of the very low-key parts of the songs. Performing in a sweltering outdoor venue is not easy. In addition to singing and dancing, members like Jackson and BamBam showed their acrobatic movements, just like the old days.

The concert vibes became sentimental when the members performed slow tracks Playground, Her and Face. Playground contains heartfelt messages of how the fans mean a lot to the group. The song mentions how a playground is a symbol of precious memories and moments and compares fans to the band's playground. Her is a sweet song that expresses how thinking about fans can put smiles on the faces of the band members. Face is a nostalgic song that reminds them of the promise that they made to their fans.

[image: GOT7 makes a comeback]

While singing Her, BamBam cried. He later said he felt overwhelmed performing among his band members once again. Yugyeom, Youngjae and Jinyoung also cried. Yugyeom said they were happy tears. Many members said that performing in this large stadium was like a dream and they were grateful for the great support of their fans.

Both GOT7 and the Ahgase expressed their appreciation for each other. While performing these three songs, there were drones creating several images in the sky, including the number 7, the GOT7 logo and GOT7 love IGOT7, another name of their fan club. In the stadium, fans showed their support by creating a message with their light sticks that said "We are here for GOT7".

In addition to their group performance, all the members individually performed their solo songs. BamBam's performance was captivating with the most spectacular presentation. Jackson performed his intense rap song GBAD. His act stood out for triggering a big audience interaction. Youngjae and Yugyeom were impressive with their steady and powerful vocals. Jay B, Jinyoung and Mark's performances were charming in their own ways too. They all had pleasant voices and their sensual dance moves made fans scream.

Images and videos on the large LED screen accompanied their performances and the screen also would sometimes focus on each member individually. Concertgoers could clearly see the dances of their favourite members. The screen displayed graphics, images and videos that helped create the mood and tone of each song. For example, for nostalgic songs, the screen presented past images and videos of the members.

[image: '2025 GOT7 Concert [Nestfest] In Bangkok'.]
'2025 GOT7 Concert [Nestfest] In Bangkok'.



The concert featured 35 songs -- quite a long set list. The show was worth waiting for as the concern made it evident that, while each member shines in their own right, when all of them are together, they shine even brighter. The band members assured their fans they wouldn't have to wait too long before another performance.

If you have been a fan of boy bands for over a decade, you will know that many groups lose their members as time passes. Therefore, all fans really want is for the members of their favourite group(s) to stay together and continue to perform for them for as long as possible.
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									Titans attack Pulse Hall at CentralWorld

									
								

								Fans of the acclaimed anime and manga series Attack On Titan can't miss this. After making its Bangkok debut last week, the highly anticipated "Attack On Titan Final Exhibition" from Japan is now running daily from 11am to 9pm, until June 18. The venue is CentralWorld Pulse Hall, 7th floor of CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road.
								[image: ]

[image: ]


This is an immersive showcase celebrating Hajime Isayama's dark fantasy that blends action, mystery, political drama and deep philosophical themes, making it one of the most iconic series of the 2010s and 2020s.

The story is about a world where giant humanoid creatures called Titans have nearly wiped out humanity. The last remnants of mankind live behind enormous walls to protect themselves from the Titan threat.

The exhibition features eight zones. The first zone, "Opening Theater", allows visitors to choose between the two worlds -- "inside the walls" and "outside the walls".

[image: ]
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The story unfolds through Titan art and a "Titan War Theater" featuring two episodes from the animation, with the battle scenes presented on a 2.4m by 9m screen. Visitors will get to learn more about Hajime Isayama from an exclusive interview VDO.

The exhibition also includes an exclusive Thailand-themed zone featuring a 4m giant Titan head and wall-climbing effects, bringing the world of Attack On Titan to life.

This is an opportunity to grab limited-edition merchandise inspired by the exhibition's key visuals and manga sketches. Items include tapestry, blankets, crystal jewellery, wallets, acrylic standees, towels and more.

Tickets cost 420 baht (300 baht for children from three to 18 years) and can be purchased at the door and from ticketmelon.com or klook.com.

Visit facebook.com/aotfinal.exhibitionth.
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