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With Trump Visit, Qatar's Image Makeover Scores Another Success

The emirate, once called "a funder of terrorism" by President Trump, has spent lavishly on overhauling its global reputation.

President Trump in Doha, Qatar's capital, on Wednesday. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Michael D. Shear, Adam Rasgon and Tariq Panja
Michael Shear and Adam Rasgon reported from Jerusalem. Tariq Panja reported from Paraguay.


May 14, 2025 at 10:03 AM

President Trump's visit to Qatar on Wednesday was the culmination of a successful charm offensive by the Gulf emirate, which included the promised gift of a luxury jetliner to Mr. Trump.

"We are very excited," Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the emir of Qatar, told Mr. Trump as he greeted the president on Wednesday in a red-carpet ceremony in Doha. "I know that you want to bring peace to this region."

The president, who has described the emir as a "great gentleman" and a "friend of mine," marveled at the white marble construction, calling it "perfecto," and praised the emir's work to mediate the wars in the Middle East and between Russia and Ukraine.

"We've liked each other and worked with each other," Mr. Trump said. "And now we can work in the highest capacity."

As for the plane, neither leader mentioned it on Wednesday. But the president has said he would be "stupid" not to accept such a nice gift despite loud objections, not only from Democrats but from some of his most fervent MAGA supporters.

The presidential visit to Qatar -- which will culminate with a lavish state dinner Wednesday night -- is a dramatic turnaround for a small Persian Gulf country that Mr. Trump derided eight years ago as "a funder of terrorism at a very high level." At that time, he cooperated with Qatar's bitter rivals in the region -- who imposed a punishing blockade on Doha -- in calling for an end to what he described as the country's "extremist ideology."

Since then, Qatar has continued to try and transform its reputation in the global community, in part by spending millions of dollars on lobbyists in Washington and other capitals. Among those lobbyists was Pam Bondi, now Mr. Trump's attorney general.

A big part of Qatar's image makeover was its hosting of the FIFA World Cup in 2022. A year later, when Hamas-led terrorists attacked Israel and set off months of brutal war in Gaza, Qatar became a crucial line of communication between the militant group and Israel.

"What Qatar is trying to do today is not only bask in its wealth and be delighted by the fact that Trump wants to visit, but also sort of burnishing itself for being able to say, 'Yes, we're back,'" said Simon Henderson, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

A Boeing 747-8 at Palm Beach International Airport in West Palm Beach, Fla., in February. Al Drago for The New York Times


For Mr. Trump, he said, the plane is important "because he likes big aircraft and also because he wants an identifiable business win -- something which honors him."

But the possibility of an Air Force One with a Qatari heritage has inspired a backlash among Americans who are not as bullish as Mr. Trump about Qatar's generosity, or its motives.

Not surprisingly, the Senate's top Democrat, Chuck Schumer, has objected, vowing on Tuesday to block all of Mr. Trump's judicial nominees until the White House answers questions about the ethical and security ramifications of the president accepting such a gift and using it as his primary means of transportation.

The issue has also created a rare rift between Mr. Trump and the people at the heart of his political machine.

"Like, please define 'America First' in a way that says you should take sacks of cash from the Qatari royals," Ben Shapiro, a leading conservative podcast host, said sarcastically on his show. "It just isn't 'America First' in any conceivable way."

Laura Loomer, a right-wing influencer who has successfully pressured Mr. Trump to fire aides she deemed disloyal to the president, blasted the idea in several social media posts.

"We cannot accept a $400 million 'gift' from jihadists in suits," Ms. Loomer wrote on Tuesday. 

President Trump with Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the emir of Qatar, at the White House in 2019. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Qatar has long said that its funding for Gaza was approved by Israel, and that the money went to humanitarian projects and salaries for civil servants in Gaza. Critics like Ms. Loomer reject that explanation.

She added: "I say that as someone who would take a bullet for Trump. I'm so disappointed."

Mark Levin, the host of a syndicated radio show and a fierce supporter of Mr. Trump, had a one-word response to Ms. Loomer: "Ditto."

A Qatari official said no decision had been made about donating the plane, and that such a decision could be weeks or months away. The official said legal teams were reviewing the possibility of transferring the plane to the U.S. Defense Department.

The issue has arisen against the backdrop of potential business connections. On Wednesday, Qatar Airways announced that it planned to buy as many as 210 Boeing jets. Mr. Trump boasted that the deal was worth $200 billion, but a fact sheet from the White House said the true number was $96 billion. 

For his part, Mr. Trump has shrugged off the criticism about Qatar's offer of the plane. "Only a FOOL would not accept this gift on behalf of our Country," he wrote on his Truth Social platform on Tuesday.

The reaction underscores the fact that many people remain skeptical about Qatar and its self-proclaimed transformation.

Displaced people at a camp in Gaza last month. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Critics point out that Qatar's role as a go-between for the Gaza conflict is the result of its willingness to let many of Hamas's top political officials live there. Qatari officials often note that the United States had asked them to host Hamas leaders so there could be an open line of communication. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel is among the country's critics. "The time has come for Qatar to stop playing both sides with its double talk and decide if it's on the side of civilization or if it's on the side of Hamas barbarism," Mr. Netanyahu wrote on social media this month. 

Still, Israeli officials confirmed that a delegation of negotiators would go to Doha on Tuesday, on the eve of Mr. Trump's arrival, to resume discussions about ending the war in Gaza. Steve Witkoff, Mr. Trump's chief negotiator in the region, headed to Doha separately to participate in the talks.

Mr. Witkoff has spoken warmly about Qatar, noting that it has repeatedly used its influence with Hamas to break through impasses since the war began. That led to several hostage releases and two cease-fires, the most recent of which collapsed in March.

"They are well motivated. They're good, decent people," Mr. Witkoff said of the Qataris during an interview in March with Tucker Carlson. "What they want is a mediation that's effective, that gets to a peace goal. And why? Because they're a small nation, and they want to be acknowledged as a peacemaker."

Members of the United States Air Force loading humanitarian aid for Gaza at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar last year. Hussein Malla/Associated Press


Qatar has worked hard to establish important connections with the United States over the years, including the sale of liquefied natural gas, which it has in abundance. It has spent $8 billion to develop the Al Udeid Air Base, which it lets the United States use as a key part of the American military presence in the region.

The Trump Organization, led by the president's children, recently agreed to develop a new Middle East golf course and real estate project in Qatar in a deal involving a Qatari government-owned firm. Qatar also helped mediate the return of children to Ukraine who had been taken into Russia following its invasion in 2022.

Three Western diplomats, all of whom asked for anonymity to discuss sensitive regional diplomacy, said they believed that while the airplane for Mr. Trump was meant to solidify Qatar's strategic relationship with the United States, it was also an attempt to compete with regional rivals that are making their own multibillion-dollar commitments.

Qatar competes fiercely with its much larger neighbors, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Mr. Trump is visiting all three nations during his trip to the Middle East this week, a signal of equality that has pleased officials in Qatar.

During the visit, the emir and other top Qatari officials are expected to celebrate Mr. Trump as the host of the next World Cup in the United States. Mr. Trump is being accompanied to Qatar by Gianni Infantino, the president of FIFA, soccer's governing body.

For many sports fans, Qatar was a little-known country until it secured the World Cup, the most popular event in global sports.

At the World Cup in Lusail, Qatar, in 2022. Erin Schaff/The New York Times


Qatar's surprising victory in the World Cup bidding context, often called one of the dirtiest in sports history, relied on the tiny, thumb-shaped peninsula wielding the biggest weapon it could: cash. Qatar, which vigorously denied allegations of bribery in the process, outspent its rivals, including the United States, to convince members of FIFA, several of whom would later be indicted on corruption charges, to choose the desert state as host.

The country was also criticized for its treatment of workers who helped build and operate the World Cup venue. A report in 2024 urged compensation for workers who were injured and for the families of those who died.

The buildup to the World Cup put Qatar on the map, giving it a prominence it would rely on when facing one of the biggest challenges in its history -- a dispute with its Gulf neighbors that Qataris viewed as a threat to their very existence.

Despite its much smaller army, Qatar managed to withstand a diplomatic and economic blockade that began in 2017, when Saudi Arabia and several other neighbors accused Qatar of supporting terrorism, cut ties and banned Qatar from crossing its land or airspace. The dispute was not resolved until 2021.

In seeking the World Cup, Qatar spent vast amounts on public relations consultants and Western surrogates to make its case. Being the host of the games and a major soccer investor offered a form of protection, without which it would have been far more vulnerable to the economic damage from the blockade, regional experts said at the time.

Qatar, which is still a FIFA sponsor, has continued to spend on sports and use it for global influence. The businessman Nasser al Khelaifi, a former tennis partner of the emir, has become one of the most powerful men in European soccer.

Despite the various criticisms directed at Qatar, Daniel Benaim, who was deputy assistant secretary of state for Arabian Peninsula affairs under President Joseph R. Biden Jr., called the relationship a worthwhile one for the United States, overall.

"None of these countries have a monopoly on vice or virtue, including Qatar, and each brings different strengths, liabilities, and priorities when it comes to advancing a wide range of U.S. interests," Mr. Benaim said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/14/world/middleeast/trump-qatar.html
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News Analysis


As Trump Crows Over Ending a Conflict, India's Leaders Feel Betrayed

President Trump's repeated descriptions of U.S. mediation efforts between India and Pakistan have hit sore spots in Indian politics.

Bairi Ram and his wife, Purno Devi, at their damaged home on Tuesday in the Indian-controlled Jammu region. Atul Loke for The New York Times



By Mujib Mashal
Reporting from New Delhi


May 13, 2025 at 09:54 PM

Russia is still waging its grinding war on Ukraine. Israel is only deepening its fight in Gaza. But last week, President Trump got to play peacemaker, as he announced a cease-fire after the most expansive military conflict in decades between India and Pakistan, two nuclear-armed powers.

He has hardly stopped talking about it since. And his freewheeling descriptions of the U.S. mediation are repeatedly poking some of India's most politically sensitive spots, straining relations with a growing partner that had overcome decades of hesitance to reach what it thought was a place of trust with the United States.

On Tuesday, India directly contradicted a claim that Mr. Trump made both that day in Saudi Arabia and the day before in Washington as he commented on the American diplomatic efforts.

The president said he had offered to increase trade with India and Pakistan if they ceased hostilities, and had threatened to halt it if they did not. After these enticements and warnings, he said, "all of a sudden they said, I think we will stop" the fighting.

None of this was true, an official in India's foreign ministry said at a news conference on Tuesday.

"There were conversations between Indian and U.S. leaders on the evolving military situation," said Randhir Jaiswal, the ministry's spokesman. "The issue of trade did not come up in any of these discussions."

India's strong push to rebut Mr. Trump shows its leaders' concerns about how the Indian public will view their conduct of India's military effort. They are worried about being perceived as having halted the confrontation under outside pressure before achieving victory against a weaker adversary, analysts said.

President Trump leaving for the Middle East on Monday. Doug Mills/The New York Times


The U.S. involvement in ending the four days of escalating military clashes was not surprising, given that the United States has long been a force in cooling flare-ups in this part of the world.

But India expected that such intervention from a partner it was growing to trust would happen quietly and on favorable terms, especially in a standoff with Pakistan, its archenemy ever since that country's creation 78 years ago.

In the hours after the truce was announced, the Indian government refused to publicly acknowledge the American role, insisting that the deal had been reached directly with Pakistan.

The matter of frustration in New Delhi, officials and analysts said, was less about Mr. Trump's front-and-center presence. His penchant for taking credit is well known, as is his desire to win a Nobel Peace Prize. So few were surprised that he would not wait for the two sides before making the cease-fire announcement and keep the spotlight on himself.

But the overall U.S. messaging -- in which Mr. Trump also spoke of India and Pakistan on equal terms and offered to mediate issues that India considers strictly bilateral -- was seen as leaving India's political leaders vulnerable.

The unease led analysts aligned with the right-wing base of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to question India's shift toward closer U.S. relations, describing Mr. Trump's comments as a betrayal, whether they were a product of indifference to Indian concerns or unawareness of them.

India has long tried to isolate Pakistan as a small problem that it can handle on its own. While Pakistan was once a close ally of the United States, India thought it had helped drive a wedge between them by arguing that Pakistan was using terrorism as a proxy to wage violence against India.

During his first administration, Mr. Trump held back military aid to Pakistan over these same accusations. In the first months of his second term, the relationship between New Delhi and Washington appeared to be only deepening, with India escaping the worst of the tariffs and other shocks Mr. Trump unleashed on the world. In one sign of the closeness, India has been purchasing billions of dollars of American military equipment.

A satellite showing a damaged runway at Rahim Yar Khan air base in Southern Punjab, Pakistan, last week. Maxar Technologies


Immediately after the deadly terrorist attack last month that sent tensions soaring between India and Pakistan, Mr. Trump was among the first world leaders to call Mr. Modi and offer support. Trump administration officials said they strongly backed India's fight against terrorism, which New Delhi saw as a green light for its military action.

What irritated India, officials and analysts said, was that in announcing the cease-fire, Mr. Trump had offered gracious words for both sides. He made no mention of how the confrontation had started with a terrorist attack that killed 26 civilians in Indian-controlled Kashmir, a massacre that India has linked to Pakistan.

The president spoke of future negotiations on the competing claims by India and Pakistan over the Kashmir region, something that India has long declared nonnegotiable. On Tuesday in Saudi Arabia, Mr. Trump said that both countries had very "powerful" and "strong" leaders, and that they might now "go out and have a nice dinner together."

That image rankles in India. "When Mr. Trump comes in and says, you know, 'I spoke to both sides,' he's kind of equating," said Nirupama Menon Rao, a former Indian ambassador to Washington.

Ms. Rao said that the American approach had complicated India's decades of efforts to be viewed independently, not through the lens of conflict with Pakistan. India has reoriented its foreign policy to position itself as the United States' key partner in the region, increasingly willing to play the role of counterweight to China, a country that has become Pakistan's most powerful patron.

"India and Pakistan are being hyphenated once again," Ms. Rao said. "India had genuinely felt that we had broken free of that hyphenation and that Pakistan had kind of receded into the shadows as far as the U.S. was concerned."

Mixed messaging from the Trump administration also vexed Indian officials.

After India first struck Pakistan last Wednesday, Vice President JD Vance, who had been on a visit to India when the terrorist attack took place on April 22, told Fox News that the escalating conflict was "fundamentally none of our business."

While some saw that as the reflexive answer of an at-times isolationist American presidency, others in New Delhi thought it was a continued green light for India's military actions.

But in the following days, Mr. Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio became the anchors of an urgent diplomatic effort to end the fighting.

Vice President JD Vance during his visit to India last month. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


According to both American and Indian accounts of the diplomacy, alarm had grown after India struck an airfield within 15 miles of both the Pakistani military headquarters and the unit that oversees and protects the country's nuclear arsenal.

A senior Indian official said that India, before hitting Pakistan, had been in communication with the Trump administration about its intent to do so, and that it had briefed Mr. Trump's advisers after the initial strikes.

Once the conflict escalated, the official said, Mr. Vance called Mr. Modi to share the U.S. concern about "a high probability of a dramatic escalation of violence."

Mr. Modi listened, but India made its own decision to end the fighting, the official said, after another night of clashes in which Indian forces struck several Pakistani bases. Pakistan requested a direct call to discuss arrangements for a cease-fire, the official said.

While many commentators close to Mr. Modi's support base saw the American messaging around the truce as "treachery," other observers said India had been too optimistic to expect unequivocal support from Washington and a full American divorce from Pakistan.

"The last few days have been hard on India. India's battles against Pakistan-sponsored terror have been invariably lonely ones," Indrani Bagchi, a New Delhi-based foreign policy analyst, said on X. "The U.S. and China may be strategic rivals everywhere. But they come together in Pakistan. That reality has not changed."

Hari Kumar contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/world/asia/trump-india-pakistan-ceasefire.html
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News Analysis


Inside the Extraordinary Contradictions in Trump's Immigration Policies

The Trump administration carved out an exception to its refugee ban for white South Africans. But other groups, including Afghans who helped U.S. forces during the war in their country, are being shut out.

Afghan refugees unloading their belongings from a truck after arriving in Pakistan last week.  Sanaullah Seiam/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Hamed Aleaziz and Michael Crowley
Reporting from Washington


May 13, 2025 at 09:46 PM

On the same day that dozens of white South Africans arrived in the United States as refugees, at the invitation of President Trump himself, his administration said thousands of Afghans could be deported starting this summer.

Mr. Trump's immigration policies are riddled with contradictions, epitomized by Monday's arrival of a chartered jet, paid for by the American government, carrying dozens of Afrikaners who say they are facing racial discrimination at home.

The Trump administration's focus on white Afrikaners, an ethnic minority that ruled during apartheid, is particularly striking as it effectively bans most other refugees and targets legal and illegal immigrants alike for deportation. Those include Afghans who were granted "temporary protected status" after the disastrous U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021, many of whom had risked their lives to help American forces.

Mr. Trump's hard line on immigration helped propel him back to the White House as voters from both parties expressed frustration over the issue. He has promised to carry out the largest deportation operation in U.S. history, and one of the first executive orders of his second term was to suspend refugee resettlement in the United States.

But the administration's decision to carve out an exception for white Afrikaners has raised questions about who the "right" immigrants are, in Mr. Trump's view.

Christopher Landau, the deputy secretary of state, who greeted the Afrikaner refugees on Monday, told reporters that the group had been "carefully vetted."

"One of the criteria was that refugees did not pose any challenge to our national security and that they could be assimilated easily into our country," he said, without elaborating on what that meant, or why other populations would not be assimilated as easily.

Asked by a reporter to explain why people from South Africa were welcomed even as Afghans were losing their legal status in the United States, Mr. Landau suggested that the Afghans had not undergone sufficient background checks, saying that the Biden administration "had brought in people that we were not sure had been carefully vetted for national security issues."

Tricia McLaughlin, the assistant secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, said the protections for Afghan immigrants were always meant to be temporary. Trump officials have argued that temporary protected status is being used improperly, to allow people to stay in the United States indefinitely.

"Secretary Noem made the decision to terminate T.P.S. for individuals from Afghanistan because the country's improved security situation and its stabilizing economy no longer prevent them from returning to their home country," Ms. McLaughlin said.

Mr. Trump has long railed against refugees, claiming that resettlement programs flood the country with undesirable people and allow criminals and terrorists into the United States.

But he has made an exception for Afrikaners, who say they have been discriminated against, denied job opportunities and have been subject to violence because of their race. Mr. Trump said on Monday that the United States had "essentially extended citizenship" to them because he said they were victims of a genocide.

There have been murders of white farmers, a focus of Afrikaner grievances, but police statistics show they are not any more vulnerable to violent crime than others in the country.

Three decades after the end of apartheid, white South Africans continue to dominate land ownership. They are also employed at much higher rates than Black South Africans and are much less likely to live in poverty.

P. Deep Gulasekaram, a professor of immigration law at the University of Colorado Law School, said the exceptions made for white Afrikaners -- while other groups are kept out -- "overtly advances a narrative of global persecution of whites."

The Trump administration's reasoning for denying Afghans temporary protected status is that Afghan migrants would not face a "serious threat to their personal safety due to an ongoing armed conflict," Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem said in a statement. (Serious personal threats from "ongoing armed conflict" are among the specific criteria for temporary protected status in U.S. immigration law.)

Experts on the situation in Afghanistan questioned that reasoning, noting that security threats remain and that Afghans who cooperated with U.S. forces during America's 20-year occupation remain at extremely high risk of imprisonment, torture or execution.

After U.S. forces left the country, Taliban officials said they would not carry out reprisals against people who had assisted American forces or the former U.S.-backed Afghan government.

But a 2023 report by the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan documented at least 800 human rights violations against former officials and armed forces members who served under the U.S.-backed government. The abuses included "extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, arbitrary arrests and detentions, torture and ill treatment and threats."

Former Afghan Army members were at greatest risk, the report found, followed by national and local police officers, and people who worked in the former government's security directorate.

"What the administration has done today is betray people who risked their lives for America, built lives here and believed in our promises," Shawn VanDiver, president of the group AfghanEvac, said in a statement.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/us/politics/trump-refugees-white-south-africa-aghanistan.html
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In High-Stakes Negotiations, Trump's Opponents Are Learning His Patterns

President Trump often takes maximalist positions, only to back down and declare a win. His opponents are catching on.

In recent weeks, President Trump has backed off, to varying degrees, on several of his plans. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By David E. Sanger
David E. Sanger has reported on national security issues for more than four decades at the Times and writes often on the revival of superpower conflict, the subject of his latest book.


May 13, 2025 at 10:40 PM

President Trump has long reveled in his reputation as a maximalist, issuing a huge demand, creating a crisis and setting off a high-pressure negotiation.

But increasingly often, he ends up backing down and simply declaring a win. His opponents appear to be catching on, sharpening their tactics based on Mr. Trump's patterns and his unapologetically transactional attitude toward diplomacy.

The dynamic has played out repeatedly in recent weeks as Mr. Trump backed off, to varying degrees, on his plans to transform Gaza into the "Riviera of the Middle East," turn Canada into the 51st state and beat China into submission with tariffs.

Now, two very different tests are emerging. One is over where Mr. Trump stands, with America's biggest allies or with President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, on preserving Ukraine's sovereignty and safety in any cease-fire deal. The other, with Iran, may determine whether he is really willing to stand aside and let Israel bomb Iran -- or join in, despite the risks -- if he cannot extract a better nuclear deal than what President Barack Obama got, and cut off Iran's pathway to a bomb.

Both those negotiations lack the numeric symmetries of tariff negotiations. Thousands if not millions of lives are potentially at stake. Both involve decades of grievance, dating back to the Iranian revolution and the breakup of the Soviet Union.

And Russia and Iran appear to be honing their strategies after watching Mr. Trump in action. Emissaries from those countries are hinting to Mr. Trump's negotiator, Steve Witkoff, that there may be some investment opportunities for Americans if the United States eases off its demands. Mr. Witkoff, like Mr. Trump, has a history in real estate.

Emissaries from Russia and Iran have hinted to Mr. Trump's negotiator, Steve Witkoff, that there may be some investment opportunities for Americans if the United States eases off its demands. Eric Lee/The New York Times


China proved an interesting example of Mr. Trump taking a maximalist approach only to climb down later. And in that case, too, Beijing appeared to be watching and learning Mr. Trump's patterns.

When Mr. Trump placed tariffs on Chinese-made goods more than a month ago, he warned Beijing's leaders, and those of other nations on the receiving end of his "reciprocal" tariffs, "Do not retaliate." Defiance was useless. The best deals would come for those who showed up in Washington early, with a list of concessions.

President Xi Jinping of China ignored that advice. He matched the tariffs and matched again, until the figure on China's imports to the United States hit an eye-watering 145 percent. For five weeks, Mr. Xi followed the road toward mutually assured economic destruction. Inflation and shortages loomed. Cargo ships turned around.

It took Mr. Trump roughly 40 days to back down, agreeing to an initial 30 percent tariff -- still punishingly high -- with no consequential Chinese concessions other than an agreement to work things out over the next 90 days.

The climb-down was so striking that it set off a predictable market rally that has now stretched over two days, Mr. Trump's ultimate measure of approval.

But it also clarified Washington's goals. Ever since Mr. Trump began slapping tariffs on U.S. adversaries and allies alike, central questions have loomed: Were tariffs, in the president's mind, a mechanism to reshape the global trading order? To force a re-industrialization of America, even to produce products it makes little sense to make in America? Or is he envisioning a new source of income intended to supplement taxes to pay for a government that for 30 years has spent far more than it takes in?

At various moments, Mr. Trump has suggested all three were at play. But it now seems evident that what really excites him is using the tariffs as a cudgel, and to make his minimum 10 percent tariff on all foreign goods look like a bargain, even if it is onerous to consumers. Everything above that number is highly negotiable.

"President Trump's willingness to use whatever economic means necessary to bring our trading partners to the table appears to be working in the short term," Michael B. Froman, who served as United States Trade Representative under Mr. Obama, said on Tuesday. "A slew of negotiations are underway, and concepts of a plan have been agreed to," he said.

"The question is to what end, and at what cost?" asked Mr. Froman, now the president of the Council on Foreign Relations. "Will his negotiating tactics cause lasting damage, including making it more difficult to get partners to work with us on other important priorities, which undermines potential economic wins?"

In the case of China, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent set some narrow goals, which sounded very much like the Biden administration's rationale for placing export controls on chips and chip-making equipment headed for China, and to block Huawei, the Chinese telecommunications giant, from the U.S. market.

"We do not want a generalized decoupling from China," Mr. Bessent said Monday on CNBC. "But what we do want is a decoupling for strategic necessities."

He now has 90 days to work out what that looks like, and to see if China cracks down further on exporters of fentanyl, another effort that dates back to the Biden era.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has set some narrow goals in the negotiations with China. Pete Marovich for The New York Times


While those talks drag into the summer -- the 90-day period will expire in mid-August, unless it is extended -- it seems likely that the critical moment will come in the negotiations with Russia and Iran.

Over the weekend, Mr. Trump reluctantly joined another big demand, this one against Russia. It was issued by Europe's top leaders during a visit to Kyiv, after they called the American president and agreed on the language. It gave Russia until Monday to agree to a 30-day cease-fire.

Mr. Putin ignored the deadline, betting he would pay little price. Instead, he ordered drone attacks on Ukraine, and offered a negotiating session with Ukraine on Thursday in Istanbul. Mr. Trump leaped to endorse the idea, abandoning the condition that a cease-fire had to come first, so Ukraine was not negotiating while facing a Russian onslaught.

Mr. Trump had also offered on Monday to show up at the talks himself as he made his way home from the Middle East. But it seems unlikely Mr. Putin will be there, reducing the allure. On Tuesday, Mr. Trump said he would send Marco Rubio, now occupying dual roles as secretary of state and national security adviser, along with Mr. Witkoff and Keith Kellogg, his Ukraine adviser.

Mr. Putin clearly senses that Mr. Trump cares little about the sanctity of Ukraine's borders or even who is responsible for the invasion. (Soon after taking office, Mr. Trump contended that Ukraine itself was responsible, contributing to the late-February blowup with President Volodymyr Zelensky in the Oval Office.)

Much of the conversation in Istanbul will focus on the control of territory that Russia now occupies, and whether Ukraine has to radically reduce its armaments, and whether NATO needs to pull back both troops and arms near Russian borders. Mr. Zelensky has vowed to attend, adding to the potential for a standoff. As Stephen Sestanovich, a Russia expert and longtime diplomat who wrote a book a decade ago entitled "Maximalist," noted after a recent trip to Ukraine, ever since the Oval Office argument "the Ukrainians have found a way to combine gratitude with inflexibility and make it work for them."

But in recent times, Mr. Putin, getting with the program, has dropped hints about joint Russian-American energy and mining operations, tempting a deal-hungry president to get something out of a Ukraine agreement, beyond his search for a Nobel Peace Prize. Mr. Witkoff sounded thrilled with that idea in an interview with Tucker Carlson.

Now the Iranians are trying a similar tactic.

After several weeks of conflicting statements about whether Iran could be allowed to continue enriching uranium, which can fuel a nuclear weapon, Mr. Witkoff said last week, in an interview with Breitbart, "we believe they cannot have enrichment, they cannot have centrifuges, they cannot have anything that allows them to build a weapon."

The demands seemed pretty clear.

But the Iranians contend that Mr. Witkoff took a far more gentle approach in the negotiating room last weekend, and did not rule out allowing some nuclear activity in Iran. Meanwhile the Iranians, according to several Iranian and other officials, have begun floating ideas for nuclear energy joint ventures, perhaps with the United States, perhaps with Saudi Arabia, their regional rival. The key is all sanctions would be lifted and Iran would preserve some of the capabilities that Mr. Witkoff, and in recent days Mr. Trump, has suggested must be mothballed or dismantled.

On Tuesday in Riyadh, the Saudi capital, Mr. Trump said he was offering Iran "a new path and a much better path toward a far better and more hopeful future." Then he said: "The time is right now for them to choose."
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News Analysis


Trump's New Tax Cuts Could Shower Americans With Cash, for Now

Almost all of the cuts that Republicans hope to pass in the coming weeks will last only until President Trump is set to leave office.

Some analysts and many Democrats warn that any gains from the tax cuts could be overwhelmed by the cuts to health care and food assistance that Republicans also intend to include in the legislation. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Andrew Duehren
Reporting from Washington


May 14, 2025 at 06:40 PM

The strategy is an old one for Republicans: Cut taxes for a few years, avoiding the need to account for their cost over the long term, and bet that the reductions become popular enough that Congress will later vote to continue them.

The tax bill that Republicans are now putting together on Capitol Hill takes the gambit to a whole new level.

Almost all of the new tax cuts that Republicans have included in the bill, which could evolve over the coming weeks, will last only until the end of 2028, just days before President Trump is set to leave office. That includes a $500 increase to the child tax credit and a $1,000 bonus to the standard deduction, as well as Mr. Trump's pledges to not tax tips or overtime pay.


The effect would be to shower many Americans with hundreds of dollars per year, starting when they file taxes next year, a windfall that would dry up as Mr. Trump leaves office. Even babies could cash in, with children born during Mr. Trump's term -- but not before Jan. 1, 2025, or after Dec. 31, 2028 -- each receiving a $1,000 deposit to new "MAGA accounts" created under the bill.

For a president who put his name on the stimulus checks the federal government sent during his first term, the appeal of putting cash into Americans' pockets is clear. But some analysts and many Democrats warn that any gains from the tax cuts, already concentrated among the rich, could be overwhelmed by the cuts to health care and food assistance that Republicans also intend to include in the legislation. And economists expect that the temporary cuts would, at best, provide a short sugar high to the economy overall.

"We should expect close to no growth benefits from any of these changes," said Adam Michel, the director of tax policy studies at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank. "They're simply giveaways to targeted demographics that Trump singled out during the campaign. To the extent that they're temporary, and they actually go away in four years, that's better than having them being a permanent feature of the tax code."

Not every provision in the Republican tax bill would be temporary. Much of the legislation is focused on preserving the architecture of the last Republican tax cut, passed during Mr. Trump's first term. Lower individual income rates and a larger standard deduction, as well as a tax break for many business owners and a higher threshold for the estate tax, would continue indefinitely, with some tweaks.

Otherwise, many of the cuts will set Congress up for another debate in the next few years over whether to extend this new set of Trump tax cuts. The temporary cuts include tax breaks adored by many businesses, like the ability to immediately write off spending on research and development, as well as certain investments. A new deduction for building factories is also temporary, available only to projects that begin construction before Jan. 1, 2030.

The fleeting nature of those incentives will make them less meaningful for companies, whose expansion plans are already caught up in the uncertainty created by Mr. Trump's whipsawing tariff plans. The Tax Foundation, a think tank that is generally bullish on tax cuts' ability to spur economic growth, estimated this week that the bill would increase gross domestic product by 0.6 percent in the long term, a fraction of the 1.7 percent growth the group attributed to the original 2017 law.

And that modest growth would come at a cost. The tax bill includes new limits on qualifying for the child tax credit, including that a child whose parent lacks a Social Security number cannot receive the benefit. That would be a change from how the credit works now, when parents without Social Security numbers, a group that includes undocumented migrants, can claim the money as long as their child is a citizen. Tightening the rules would mean two million American children would lose the benefit under the House bill, the chief of staff of the Joint Committee on Taxation told lawmakers on Tuesday.

Republicans are plowing ahead with other spending cuts to defray the overall cost of the legislation. More than eight million low-income Americans could lose their health insurance as a result of the Medicaid cuts that the G.O.P. has drafted, for example. All while the biggest benefits of the tax cuts would flow to high-income Americans who owe the most in income tax, according to an analysis by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a liberal think tank.

"'Let's get a loaf of bread to the peasant and a huge benefit to the wealthy'; that's what they're doing," said Representative Donald S. Beyer Jr., a Virginia Democrat.

The exact fiscal cost of the legislation is still up in the air as Republicans haggle over the spending cuts. Just the tax provisions are, so far, expected to cost roughly $3.8 trillion. But that is most likely an undercount. Republicans have set the timeline for evaluating the cost of the legislation to end in 2034. With many of the tax changes taking effect in 2026, the $3.8 trillion represents only nine years of costs, instead of the customary 10 years.

And then there is the fact that many of the temporary tax cuts, if extended, would add far more to the deficit. The Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, a nonpartisan group that calls for lower deficits, estimates that the tax measures would add $5.3 trillion to the deficit over the next 10 years, if the four-year cuts continued for that full period.

The actual fate of those tax cuts -- including a $4,000 increase to the standard deduction for many seniors -- is, of course, still unclear. Lawmakers' plans to pass a policy now and hope it is extended later sometimes do not actually work out; Republicans acknowledge that they are lucky to be in power when many of their 2017 tax cuts expire.

By the time 2028 rolls around, Democrats could have control in Congress, and after that the next president may not be interested in reviving Mr. Trump's promises from the 2024 presidential campaign. For Republicans who somewhat begrudgingly agreed to include Mr. Trump's ideas in the bill -- and who say they worry about the debt -- the cuts' expiration may not be the worst outcome.

"That will be up to whoever is around four years from now," said Representative David Schweikert, an Arizona Republican and a member of the Ways and Means Committee.
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At Supreme Court, a Once-Fringe Birthright Citizenship Theory Takes the Spotlight

Before the Trump presidency, there was broad consensus that the 14th Amendment established birthright citizenship for children born in the United States.

John Eastman, a California law professor, and his colleagues at the Claremont Institute, a right-wing think tank, promoted the fringe notion that the 14th Amendment does not actually grant citizenship to anyone born in the United States. Jason Andrew for The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


May 14, 2025 at 06:01 PM

Shortly after the Supreme Court announced in April that it would consider the nationwide freeze on President Trump's executive order ending birthright citizenship, he gleefully spoke to reporters in the Oval Office.

Mr. Trump said that he was "so happy" the justices would take up the citizenship issue because it had been "so misunderstood." The 14th Amendment, he said -- long held to grant citizenship to anyone born in the United States -- is actually "about slavery."

"That's not about tourists coming in and touching a piece of sand and then all of the sudden there's citizenship," Mr. Trump said, adding, "That is all about slavery."

For more than a century, most scholars and the courts have agreed that though the 14th Amendment was added to the Constitution after the Civil War, it was not, in fact, all about slavery. Instead, courts have held that the amendment extended citizenship not just to the children of former slaves but also to babies born within the borders of the United States.

The notion that the amendment might not do so was once considered an unorthodox theory, promoted by an obscure California law professor named John Eastman and his colleagues at the Claremont Institute, a conservative think tank -- the same professor who would later provide Mr. Trump with legal arguments he used to try to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.

The story of how the theory moved from the far edges of academia to the Oval Office and, on Thursday, to the Supreme Court, offers insight into how Mr. Trump has popularized legal theories once considered unthinkable to justify his immigration policies.

"They have been pushing it for decades," said John Yoo, a law professor at the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law and a top lawyer in the George W. Bush administration. "It was thought to be a wacky idea that only political philosophers would buy. They've finally got a president who agrees."

The White House did not respond to requests for comment.

President Trump promoted the theory during his first campaign but did not act on it until his second term. He signed an executive order on his first day to end birthright citizenship for the children of undocumented immigrants and some temporary foreign residents.

President Trump signing executive orders in the Oval Office on the first day of his second administration. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Legal challenges were swift and emphatic. Challengers pointed to the text of the 14th Amendment, which states, "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside."

Proponents of the policy have pointed to birthright citizenship as a cornerstone of what it means to be an American, part of the national ethos of the country as a place that is open to everyone, regardless of faith, color or creed. Of the world's 20 most developed countries, only Canada and the United States grant automatic citizenship to children born within its borders. 

In a brief to the Supreme Court, an immigrant advocacy group argued that "birthright citizenship is at the core of our nation's foundational precept that all people born on our soil are created equal, regardless of their parentage."

State attorneys general who are challenging the policy weighed in with a brief that argued that the Supreme Court had already settled the question in the landmark 1898 case of United States v. Wong Kim Ark, when the court found that a man born in San Francisco to Chinese parents was a citizen.

So far, courts have agreed. Judges in Washington State, Massachusetts and Maryland quickly instituted nationwide pauses on Mr. Trump's policy.

Attorney General Andrea Campbell of Massachusetts spoke out in February against Mr. Trump's executive order seeking to end birthright citizenship. Massachusetts joined Maryland and Washington State in instituting nationwide pauses on the policy. David L. Ryan/The Boston Globe, via Getty Images


In oral arguments this week, the justices will primarily consider whether federal judges have the power to order these temporary pauses, known as nationwide injunctions. But the question of birthright citizenship will form the backdrop.

In an interview, Mr. Eastman said he developed his views on birthright citizenship after the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

Back then, Mr. Eastman, who had clerked for Justice Clarence Thomas, was a law professor at Chapman University in Orange County, Calif., and director of the Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence at the Claremont Institute.

In late November 2001, a man named Yaser Esam Hamdi was taken into custody by U.S. forces in Afghanistan and transferred to the U.S. military base/prison at Guantanamo Bay.

Officials learned Mr. Hamdi was an American citizen. His mother, a Saudi national, had given birth to him while the family was living in Baton Rouge, La., where Mr. Hamdi's father was working as a chemical engineer.

Because Mr. Hamdi was a U.S. citizen, the authorities believed they could no longer hold him as an "enemy combatant" in Guantanamo Bay, where he was considered beyond the reach of the full legal protections of federal courts. They transferred him to a naval brig in Norfolk, Va.

Yaser Esam Hamdi praying in his cell at Camp X-Ray at the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.


In a 2004 friend-of-the-court brief in the case, Mr. Eastman argued that the idea that citizenship was automatically conferred on all children born on American soil was a "generally accepted though erroneous interpretation" of the 14th Amendment that was "incorrect, as a matter of text, historical practice and political theory."

Mr. Eastman drew on the work of a California State University, San Bernardino political science professor affiliated with the Claremont Institute, Edward J. Erler, who had offered the same theory in books published in 1997 and 2003.

Mr. Erler, who did not respond to a request for comment, argued that the children of people in the country illegally, or temporarily, are not automatically citizens.

Although the idea that children born in the United States automatically become citizens has deep roots in the common law, it was not adopted in the text of the Constitution until 1868, as part of the 14th Amendment. It came in a sentence that overturned Dred Scott, the 1857 Supreme Court decision that affirmed slavery and helped prompt the Civil War.

Mr. Eastman claimed that nowhere during the debate over the 14th Amendment had lawmakers agreed to include temporary visitors.

The justices rejected this view, finding that the Constitution's due process protections applied to Mr. Hamdi.

Still, for years afterward, Mr. Eastman and Mr. Yoo publicly debated the issue, with Mr. Eastman arguing his theory that birthright citizenship was not in the Constitution and Mr. Yoo arguing it was.

For much of that time, the debate felt abstract, Mr. Yoo said, of interest mostly to legal scholars.

"Never has an abstract idea had such enormous policy effects," he said. "It's like it almost just jumped from law review articles to the White House."

John Yoo, a law professor at U.C. Berkeley School of Law, far left, and Mr. Eastman, third from left, have debated birthright citizenship in front of crowds at colleges and universities for years. Zach D Roberts/NurPhoto via Associated Press


That leap happened when Mr. Trump ran for president in 2015.

In an interview with the Fox News personality Bill O'Reilly in August 2015, Mr. Trump outlined his plans to overhaul the immigration system. Mr. O'Reilly seemed skeptical at first, and then increasingly frustrated.

Mr. O'Reilly pointed to the 14th Amendment as an impediment to Mr. Trump's plan. But Mr. Trump responded, "I think you're wrong about the 14th Amendment."

"I can quote it -- do you want me to quote you the amendment," Mr. O'Reilly said, nearly shouting. "If you're born here, you're an American -- period! Period!"

"But there are many lawyers, many lawyers are saying that's not the way it is," Mr. Trump responded.

Mr. Eastman said Mr. Trump was "likely" referring to him but also to other academics who had published on the issue. He said he was not sure how his views had reached the presidential candidate.

Mr. Trump did not pursue a plan to end birthright citizenship in his first term. Mr. Eastman said that in 2019 he met with Attorney General William P. Barr at Mr. Barr's invitation to discuss a possible executive order on birthright citizenship but that nothing came of it. Mr. Barr did not respond to a request for comment.

Mr. Eastman said he was "very happy" when Mr. Trump announced he would end birthright citizenship on his first day back in office.

By then, Mr. Eastman and Mr. Trump had a close association. Mr. Eastman was one of the architects of a plan to create fake slates of pro-Trump electors in states that Joseph R. Biden Jr. won and to urge Vice President Mike Pence to accept those slates while presiding over the certification of the 2020 election.

A California judge recommended that Mr. Eastman be disbarred over the episode. He said he was appealing, though his California law license is currently inactive as a result. He is also fighting criminal charges that are slowly making their way through state court in Arizona. (A case against him and other defendants in Georgia appears unlikely to go forward.)

A video clip of Mr. Eastman speaking at a rally on Jan. 6, 2021, shown during a House Select Committee hearing. Mr. Eastman provided Mr. Trump with the legal arguments he used to try to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Mr. Eastman said that the president did not directly consult him about the birthright citizenship order but that several of his friends, whom he declined to name, were involved. "They knew that my scholarship was kind of at the forefront of this," he said.

Mr. Trump's order fueled new interest in examining the underpinnings of birthright citizenship, said Ilan Wurman, a law professor at the University of Minnesota and author of a book on the 14th Amendment.

"President Trump has a rather uncanny ability to move Overton windows -- issues that people thought were off the table are on the table," Mr. Wurman said.

Mr. Wurman argues that a close read of the 1898 case and the historical record reveals that the Supreme Court has never firmly held that children born to those illegally present are citizens.

A flurry of friend-of-the-court briefs have brought some of these ideas to the justices, including one from Mr. Eastman.

In a brief to the justices in late April, he argued that although the justices had agreed to hear arguments only about the nationwide pause on the president's policy, that they should also decide the merits and end birthright citizenship.

"There are a lot of people in the country waiting for resolution of this issue," he said. "Is the executive order valid or not? And the longer we wait, the more consternation it's caused."

Alan Feuer and Danny Hakim contributed reporting. Julie Tate contributed research.
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Under 'Crime-Free Housing' Laws, Families May Be Evicted for Minor Offenses

In some Illinois cities, shoplifting, calling 911 too many times or even being a victim of a crime can get you kicked out of your home.

Gail Diop, a former resident of Palatine, a suburban community northwest of Chicago, tried for weeks to convince the police her family had not violated the city's crime-free housing laws in 2016. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Sidnee King Pineda
Photographs by Jamie Kelter Davis
Sidnee King Pineda reported on eviction policies in Illinois as part of The Times's Local Investigations Fellowship.


May 13, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Catherine Lang was evicted from her apartment outside Chicago after the police saw her swerving in traffic and charged her with driving drunk. A jury found her not guilty, but by then it was too late.

Dalarie Hardimon was evicted after the police chased a man speeding in her van through a residential neighborhood.

And Catherine Garcia was ordered out of the townhouse she and her sons had lived in for 20 years. Their offense? Making too many 911 calls. Most of them came from Ms. Garcia's intellectually disabled son.

The three women lived in Illinois cities that have adopted what are known as crime-free housing laws, local ordinances that empower the police and landlords to evict tenants who are accused of breaking the law.

The laws were promoted as a way to clear out violent criminals, drug dealers and nuisance tenants who made life miserable for their neighbors. But an investigation by The New York Times and The Illinois Answers Project shows that many cities in Illinois have turned crime-free housing programs into a blunt instrument to oust families for virtually any alleged infraction, no matter how minor.

In the most comprehensive statewide review to date, the news organizations examined cases in which renters were found to have violated the ordinances in 25 Illinois towns. Reporters interviewed dozens of landlords and tenants, and gathered police records. Ultimately they found more than 2,000 enforcement incidents across the state from 2019 to 2024.

City officials ordered landlords to evict tenants in nearly 500 of those cases.

The outcomes were unclear in most of the remaining cases because none of the cities tracked what happened after they sent violation letters. Landlords can seek an eviction even when cities do not demand it.

About a third of the 2,000 violation letters cited serious crimes. Landlords were ordered to evict or take other actions against renters caught in possession of drugs or charged with violent felonies. Sometimes, there were multiple accusations and a long trail of police interactions or neighbor complaints.

But a majority of the cases fell short of that. More than 1,300 were for misdemeanors or noncriminal offenses, many of which were never pursued by prosecutors. Most cities have crafted their laws so they can evict tenants even if the renters are never convicted of a crime, or never proved to have harmed their neighbors.

City police departments have ordered landlords to evict people over commonplace charges including shoplifting and driving while intoxicated. Renters have lost their homes based on accusations that they neglected their pets, failed to keep a close watch on their children and, in one case, eavesdropped on a neighbor. In many cities, a single violation was enough to trigger an eviction.

A bill under consideration in the Illinois State Senate would make it more difficult for people to be evicted under crime-free housing laws if they have not been convicted of a crime.


Enforcement of the laws often appeared to have little to do with protecting people from criminal activity next door. Hundreds of the infractions occurred somewhere other than at the rental property, including at gas stations and stores, or after traffic stops that occurred miles away from a tenant's home.

It did not matter if the person accused was the leaseholder. Entire families have been forced from their homes after a child living there was accused of a crime, or a visitor was arrested. In at least five cases, renters were flagged because they had called 911 to get help or to report a crime that had been committed against them.

Officials in more than a dozen municipalities said that their crime-free programs were fair and that the laws had led to drastic reductions in 911 calls and reports of nuisances in rental communities.

Several noted that they had modified their programs over the years, often in response to complaints from landlords and renters, to ensure that only serious infractions led to evictions.



Matthew Eiskant, the chief of police in Belleville, said entire neighborhoods in his town, just outside St. Louis, have been "revitalized" by evicting just a few people.

"Our citizens are overwhelmingly in support of crime-free housing," Chief Eiskant said.

But many cities, including Belleville, still have ordinances that allow them to seek evictions against virtually anyone the police suspect of breaking the law. Four landlords interviewed by The Times and Illinois Answers said they had each tried to help at least one tenant fight an eviction they thought was unnecessary or unfair. Enforcement records revealed many more cases in which landlords challenged evictions in hopes of keeping good tenants.

Kate Walz, a lawyer in Chicago, has sought legislation that would limit or ban crime-free housing programs in Illinois.


Mary Aviles, a landlord in Midlothian, a Chicago suburb, said she had called the police when she noticed a tenant had been leaving dogs caged in the home's garage. While concerned about the dogs, she was shocked when the police ordered her to evict the tenants without warning; she felt the offense had not endangered others.

If she did not evict her tenant, Ms. Aviles faced fines up to $750 a day or losing her license to run a rental property, common penalties in most cities.

"It completely goes against the fundamentals of our justice system," she said.

Housing advocates have long argued that the laws are discriminatory because they disproportionately fall on low-income residents and people of color. Tenants in several states have sued and won six-figure settlements against cities, some of which were accused of evicting Black tenants based on little more than vague suspicions called into the police by neighbors.

For years, Kate Walz, a lawyer in Chicago, and other housing advocates have sought legislation that would limit or ban crime-free housing programs statewide.

The latest effort, a bill being debated in the Illinois State Senate, would create sweeping regulations for the laws and make it more difficult for people to be evicted if they have not been convicted. The bill is scheduled for a Senate committee vote this week.

Ms. Walz said that the legislation would not solve all the challenges of crime-free housing programs, but that it would help protect renters from overzealous enforcement.

"There's no supervision. There's no education in terms of eviction laws or fair housing laws that they need to abide by," Ms. Walz said. "Why would you do any other kinds of law enforcement, right?"

The Expansion of crime-free housing

Fear helped spread crime-free housing laws across Illinois.

In 2000, the Chicago Housing Authority began tearing down Cabrini-Green, a massive public housing complex that had been painted as a haven for crime. Elected leaders in the small cities encircling Chicago worried about where the displaced renters would move.

Officials in dozens of towns adopted the ordinances and launched training programs for landlords. Training presentations featured pictures of Cabrini-Green and slides warning that criminals would "grow like weeds" and "choke out healthy plants."

Ms. Walz described a kind of arms race among the cities, which rushed to start programs so they would not be communities where supposed lawbreakers felt welcome.

More than 100 cities adopted the laws. One in four Illinois residents now lives in a place that compels renters to sign a lease contract that states a tenant can be evicted if accused of a crime.

Many cities require tenants to sign crime-free leases that are so broad that virtually any perceived violation could be grounds for eviction, even if the allegations are never fully investigated or proved.

 Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times
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Across Illinois, renters have been evicted from properties like these after being accused of minor infractions, often without being convicted of a crime.

In Orland Park, renters must sign a contract that says they can be evicted after a single arrest. "Proof of violation shall not require a criminal conviction," the contract reads.

In DeKalb, a university town about an hour outside Chicago, rental contracts state that tenants can be evicted for any allegation, from a violent felony to a municipal code violation, which can include setting off fireworks or giving alcohol to a minor. The tenant is held accountable for anyone visiting the household, even if the tenant was unaware of the guest's behavior, or unable to control it.

By 2015, enforcement in some Illinois cities had gotten so aggressive that state legislators passed a law barring city officials from evicting victims of domestic violence for calling 911. Some towns had been counting domestic assault reports at a given address and evicting everyone living there, including the victims.

Despite the reform, The Times and Illinois Answers found hundreds of instances in which cities ordered tenants evicted after a domestic violence call to 911, most of them in Belleville. Mr. Eiskant said his program has never evicted a victim of domestic violence.

But advocates point out that it is often difficult for the police to determine who the aggressor is in a domestic violence case. And sometimes a person accused of abuse is the primary breadwinner, meaning that if he or she is evicted, the entire family may have to leave.

Beyond the 2015 law, there is virtually no statewide oversight of crime-free housing ordinances, leading to vast differences in how cities apply the laws.

Among the 25 cities examined by The Times and Illinois Answers, most opened fewer than 10 crime-free cases a year from 2021 to 2024, and ordered evictions about a quarter of the time. With an average of 84 cases a year, Belleville was among the most aggressive. It required an eviction in every case.

And then there is Oak Forest, a city of 26,000 people just south of Chicago, where the police pursued an average of 178 cases a year, more than double any other Illinois city over that period.

'Just Arresting People Wasn't Fixing the Problem'

The Manchester Court Apartments rise up from a tangle of strip malls and residential buildings that make up the second ward of Oak Forest.

Hundreds of people live in the complex, many of them blue collar workers who take the commuter train to neighboring suburbs for cleaning and industrial jobs. For years, the cluster of three-story brick buildings had a reputation for being rundown and dangerous.

During a recent visit to the complex, Jason Reid, who retired in March as the chief of police in Oak Forest, described how it once operated like an open-air drug market, with shadowy figures loitering day and night. Residents, he said, were fearful of going outside.

These days, children wait for the morning bus with their parents, and play in the parking lot after school lets out.

"You wouldn't have seen that 15 years ago," Mr. Reid said. "Just arresting people wasn't fixing the problem."

In recent years, Oak Forest police officials have sent a steady stream of letters to property managers at the complex, informing them if tenants had run-ins with the police. The letters arrived more than once a month on average from 2020 to 2024; at least six cases required an eviction.

Jason Reid, who retired in March as the chief of police in Oak Forest, said arrests alone had not fixed the problem of crime around the Manchester Court Apartments.


Across the city, crime-free enforcement was even more aggressive during that period. Since 2019, the city has sent about 1,000 notification letters to landlords, enough to give one to half of the rental units in the city.

Hundreds of the notification letters were about noise complaints; 32 were about animal welfare. At least two-thirds were for misdemeanors or noncriminal violations.

Like most cities, Oak Forest did not track how many notifications prompted landlords to evict tenants. But in at least 30 cases, city officials included language demanding that a landlord evict a tenant, usually over an alleged felony, a review of the letters shows.

Housing advocates said that cities like Oak Forest, in their rush to crack down on crime, have forced people out of some of the region's only affordable housing and put them at risk of becoming homeless.

In 2021, Oak Forest police found a man overdosing on the floor of his apartment. The next day, police department officials ordered the man's landlord to evict him. Last year, the police told a landlord to evict a family after a teenager who lived in the home was accused of stealing cars in Chicago with his friends. And at least four families were evicted after someone in the home was caught by the police smoking marijuana.

To avoid eviction, Ms. Diop had to sue the city of Palatine. She discovered someone accused of a crime had falsely given her residence as her home address.


They all had just a few weeks to move out and come up with the money to move somewhere else.

Oak Forest's ordinance grants landlords, but not tenants, the opportunity to appeal the city's decision to issue a crime-free housing violation. Tenants can be left in the dark because city officials send violation letters to landlords and make no effort to communicate with tenants, or explain why the tenants have been targeted for eviction.

In cities that do offer renters a chance to appeal, tenants are generally on their own to hire a lawyer. In many cities, the person ruling on appeals is the police chief or the crime-free housing officer, who would have ordered the eviction in the first place.

Gail Diop, a former resident of Palatine, a suburban community northwest of Chicago, tried for weeks to convince the police her family had not violated the city's crime-free housing laws in 2016.

In the end, she had to hire a lawyer and sue the city. Only then did she discover why the city had sought to evict her: A friend of her teenage son had been arrested on shoplifting charges at a Walmart, and had falsely given the police their home address as his residence.

The city stopped the eviction and offered Ms. Diop $10,000 for the error.

Ms. Diop eventually left Palatine because she was concerned her son would be targeted. "How can I respect officers of the law that would do people like this?" she said.

'I'm a nuisance, I can't call 911'

The appeals hearings in Granite City, a steel town near St. Louis, offer a window into what residents experience when they try to fight evictions under crime-free housing laws.

Audio recordings of 22 hearings from 2018 and 2019, obtained by lawyers who were suing the city, show that most tenants who were appealing did not have a lawyer or fully understand the proceedings. Some said they did not know what they or their family members had been accused of, or what they needed to prove to avoid eviction.

The hearings during that period were overseen by Scott Griffith, a former attorney hired by Granite City, who died in 2023.

The hearings -- as many as 12 a day -- lasted about 10 minutes. Tenants were told, often on the spot and for the first time, that they were expected to cross-examine the police officers themselves and to offer any legal objections to evidence that the officers had entered into the record.

Reginald and Monique Harris appeared lost at the start of their hearing in 2018. Their son, who was 18 at the time, had been arrested on charges of having cannabis in his pocket. They said they didn't know anything about the incident because he was living on his own across the state line, in St. Louis.

At one point, Mrs. Harris burst into tears as she begged the hearing officer not to uproot the entire family, including her 11-year-old daughter.

Mr. Griffith rescinded the city's order to evict.

Less than a year later, the couple was back. Their son had been accused of banging on a McDonald's drive-through window so hard that it broke. He had left his drink inside, but workers ignored his knocks because they had closed.

It had been more than a year since the Harris's son lived in the home. But old documentation still tied him to the address, and the family once again faced the prospect of being evicted.

The family took time away from work to go to the hearings and gathered mail and documents to make their case.

"We're the kind of folks you want in your neighborhood," Mr. Harris said during an impassioned eight-minute speech at the hearing. "This is not just residency on the line for me, this is my life," he added. The family was let off the hook.

Catherine Garcia was ordered out of the townhouse she had lived in for 20 years for making too many 911 calls. Most of them came from her intellectually disabled son.


Many tenants choose not to appeal, because of the hassle or the belief that they would not win. Some cities do not provide for an administrative appeal, leaving tenants no option but to wait for a formal eviction notice and to fight it in court.

That's the decision Catherine Garcia faced in 2023, when West Chicago officials told her she would have to move out of the modest rental she had lived in for 20 years. She moved out to avoid a formal eviction.

Ms. Garcia had raised her four boys in the townhouse. She loved the tree-lined streets and the relative quiet of being outside the big city. She said she always paid her rent on time.

But problems emerged as her sons grew up. Things came to a head in 2023, when two of the three adult sons who still lived with her began struggling with their mental health.

One son, diagnosed with a severe intellectual disability, constantly called 911 for issues like losing his mother's phone number, or suffering a headache. Ms. Garcia said his frustrations sometimes erupted into violent fits and he would punch walls or push his family members, forcing them to call the police.

The other son had spiraled into a depression. He often threatened to end his own life, and Ms. Garcia felt she had no choice but to call 911 each time.

By the fall of 2023, officials in the West Chicago Police Department had had enough. The Garcias had called 911 more than 100 times in a year, and were labeled repeat offenders under the city's crime-free housing law.

Ms. Garcia's landlord gave her 10 days to move out. Her youngest son found the eviction notice posted on the door.

She could not afford the deposit on a new apartment, so she made plans to move into a hotel room across town for $700 a week. It cost twice what she had been paying for a fraction of the space, which she planned to share with three of her adult sons.

She spent days throwing out items her family had accumulated over 20 years: Christmas decorations; her sons' youth sports jerseys; bedroom furniture her grandmother had left her; and the China cabinet, which she broke into pieces so the city could haul it away.

"I was just in depression and denial," she said. "How could this be happening?"

The night before the Garcias were to move into the hotel, a friend offered a vacant home she owned in town. It was a financial lifeline, but the house needed work. The bathroom was unfinished and the furnace was on its way out. They spent a month sleeping on mattresses on the dining room floor.

A year later, Ms. Garcia, who works at a milk distribution company and gets financial help from her sons and their father, bought the house. She said her family was finding some balance, but there have been times when she felt she needed help and was afraid to call the police.

"I'm like, 'oh my God, I'm a nuisance, I can't call 911,'" she said.

Justin Mayo contributed reporting. Susan Beachy and Steven Moity contributed research.

This article was reported in partnership with Big Local News at Stanford University.

Reporting for this article was supported by a grant from the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation. Funders have no control over the selection and focus of stories or the editing process and do not review stories before publication. The Times retains full editorial control of this story.
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A Crucial River Treaty Is Tangled in Trump's Feud With Canada

Negotiations over the Columbia River basin could affect the environment in Canada and electrical generation and flood control in the United States.

Video: 



By Karen Weise
Karen Weise has reported extensively from the Columbia River Basin in Washington State.


May 13, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Caught up in the tariff spat between the United States and Canada is a little-known treaty that shapes the lives of millions of Americans and Canadians.

The 60-year-old treaty governs the water rushing down the Columbia River, which snakes from British Columbia through Montana, Idaho, Washington and Oregon, and provides the single largest source of hydropower in the United States. But parts of the treaty expired around the U.S. presidential election.

Negotiators were still weeks away from completing the details of an updated version of the treaty when President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s term ended. Then a decade of talks crashed into President Trump's hostility toward Canada. He called Canada the "51st state," slapped tariffs on Canadian exports and fixated on tapping its water as a "very big faucet."

In a contentious call in February with Canada's prime minister at the time, Justin Trudeau, Mr. Trump included the treaty among the ways he said Canada had taken advantage of the United States. The implication was clear: The treaty could become a bargaining chip in a broader negotiation to remake the relationship between the two countries.


Prime Minister Mark Carney and Mr. Trump turned down the heat during their meeting at the White House last week. But the Trump administration has made even treaties with benefits for both sides feel like a negotiation on the edge of a knife. Mr. Trump's erratic trade policies have thrown uncertainty into the future of the Pacific Northwest, creating new worries around everything from electricity to flood control.

Data centers that power the internet and artificial intelligence run off the Columbia River's power. Twilight soccer games duke it out at riverfront parks funded by local dams. Irrigation from its reservoirs supplies water to rolling acres of Pink Lady and Gala apple orchards. Coordinated dams hold back floods in Portland, Ore., and elsewhere.

Mr. Trump touched a raw nerve among Canadians, who have long worried that the United States sees their resources -- water in particular -- as its to plunder. "They want our land, they want our resources, they want our water, they want our country," was a mantra Mr. Carney repeated during his successful run for prime minister.

"The Canadians feel such a sense of betrayal," Jay Inslee, until recently the governor of Washington, said in an interview. The treaty ties together an intricate web of cultural and economic interests. "It is not easy to negotiate that," Mr. Inslee said, "and it makes it much harder when the guy across the table thinks you are a snake in the grass."

 Michael Hanson for The New York Times

 Michael Hanson for The New York Times

 Michael Hanson for The New York Times

 Michael Hanson for The New York Times

The waterfront business district in Hood River, Ore., along the Columbia River. Michael Hanson for The New York Times

A spokesman for British Columbia said there had not been "any movement at all" since the U.S. State Department paused the negotiations as part of a broad review of the country's international commitments. While that's typical after a change in administration, "that sounds like a strange euphemism for what's going on," Adrian Dix, the province's energy minister, told almost 600 people in a virtual town hall in March.

Mr. Dix said local residents had pulled him aside at the Save-On-Foods market to ask if Canada should pull out of the treaty altogether. "For the people of the Columbia Basin, this is visceral," he said. "This is part of their lives and histories and souls."

If the pact were to blow up, the United States expects it would become "more difficult to control and predict" hydropower production, and increase uncertainty for preventing floods in the Pacific Northwest, according to a nonpartisan congressional report. The region's electricity needs could double in the next two decades, according to new estimates from an interstate power council.

Video: 

Data centers that fuel the modern internet and artificial intelligence run off the Columbia River's carbon-free power.

The State Department declined to comment.

The treaty's roots date to Memorial Day in 1948. After a heavy spring rain, a 15-foot wall of water wiped out Vanport, Ore., a city just outside Portland that had housed thousands of shipyard workers during World War II. The devastation left 18,000 people homeless and kicked off negotiations with Canada on how to better manage the Columbia River.

President Harry Truman, left, listens as Gen. Philip Fleming, Federal Works Administrator, explains damage caused by the sudden flood May 30 at Vanport, Oregon. The president visited the area during his inspection of the Columbia River flood damage. Corbis, via Getty Images

Debris from shattered Vanport buildings drifted to the flooded region of Faloma which was under as much as 15 feet of water at the crest of the flood. The Oregonian, via Oregon Historical Society Research Library

Aerial view of Vanport City. The Oregonian, via Oregon Historical Society Research Library

Rescuers man a lifeline to help the slow of foot out of the rising water. Note campaign posters on telephone pole for Mike Elliott and Mike Gleason. Vanport flood. The Oregonian, via Oregon Historical Society Research Library

President Harry Truman visited the damage caused by flooding in Vanport, Ore., in 1948. During the flood, a 15-foot wall of water wiped out the city, leaving 18,000 people homeless.  The Oregonian, via Oregon Historical Society Research Library

On one of President Dwight D. Eisenhower's final days in office, he signed the Columbia River Treaty, which traded between two priorities: Canada agreed to build several dams that would bear the brunt of flood control for the United States, and America agreed to give Canada half of the additional electricity produced on the river by jointly managing the flow across American dams.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower talking with the Canadian prime minister, John Diefenbaker, during a ceremony in Washington in 1961 at which officials from the two nations signed a treaty for cooperative development of Columbia River resources. Bill Allen/Associated Press


The original pact went into effect in the fall of 1964, with some provisions expiring after 60 years.

The discussions to update the treaty before parts expired in 2024 started during the first Trump administration. Mr. Biden paused them briefly, then resumed. In March 2023, the entire congressional delegation from the Pacific Northwest urged getting a deal done. After the slow start, the United States and Canada announced the rough outlines of agreement last summer that reflected a reality far different from what the treaty writers in the 1960s anticipated.

The power generated under the original treaty ended up being much more valuable than originally expected, with Canada's half totaling roughly $300 million a year. That was far more than it needed, so Canada sold a lot of power back to the United States, much to the chagrin of U.S. utilities.

The updated plan cut Canada's take by roughly half over time. That allows the United States to keep more power just as energy demand is growing for the first time in decades.

The river's cheap, clean hydropower has been a major draw for tech companies looking to build data centers over the past two decades, even more so as artificial intelligence increases their hunger for power.

"The country, as a whole, needs to understand how important the Pacific Northwest is in that emerging picture," said David Kennedy, who studies the history of the region at Stanford.

In return, Canada under the updated treaty reduced how much water it had to guarantee to store for flood control, giving it flexibility to prioritize the communities and ecosystems around the reservoirs. The original treaty created drastic fluctuations in the height of the water, exposing miles of dirt when the water was drawn down to prepare for snowmelt.

"Each year, this dry bottom creates terrible dust problems," one resident near Valemount, British Columbia, told Mr. Dix at the town hall.

The new plan created more stable heights for the reservoirs so Canada can restore the ecosystems along the shores, and create better recreation.

The negotiations involved Indigenous tribes, which had no say in the initial treaty even as their fishing grounds and towns were decimated by dams.

Jay Johnson, a Canadian negotiator from the Syilx Okanagan Nation, said in the virtual town hall that the tribes on both sides of the border found common ground in restoring salmon migration. The updated plan created provisions for extra water in dry years, which he called "essential for the survivability of salmon, particularly in the context of climate change."

In the fall, when some provisions of the original treaty expired, the countries signed a three-year interim agreement, though parts still require additional congressional appropriations. Either side must give a decade's notice before leaving the treaty.

"It provides benefits on both sides of the border, and absent that treaty, you've got a lot of problems," Jonathan Wilkinson, Canada's minister of energy and natural resources, said in an interview.

No one is quite sure what will happen next. Some of the people who worked on the deal were still in place, but Mr. Trump has not yet appointed an assistant secretary for Western Hemisphere affairs. The situation is all the more precarious because of Mr. Trump's attempt to reduce the work force at key federal agencies involved in the treaty talks, including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the federal power authority.

If the pact were to blow up, the U.S. expects it would become "more difficult to control and predict" hydropower production, and increase uncertainty for preventing floods in the Pacific Northwest, according to a nonpartisan congressional report. Michael Hanson for The New York Times


With the negotiations up in the air, people close to the talks in the region are hopeful the updated treaty can still be resolved.

Barbara Cosens, a law professor at the University of Idaho, said that while the Trump administration might not care about salmon habitats or the involvement of Indigenous groups, Canada did. Water may flow downstream, but salmon swim upstream, so keeping environmental provisions in play can give the United States leverage, Ms. Cosens said.

And supporters point to years of bipartisan support from Senators Maria Cantwell of Washington, the ranking Democrat on the Senate commerce committee, and Jim Risch of Idaho, the Republican chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

"There is zero daylight between the Republicans and Democrats on this one," said Scott Simms, chief executive of the Public Power Council, which represents the consumer-owned utilities in the region.

The stakes are not hypothetical. In 1996, after heavy snow, a so-called pineapple express storm dumped warm rain in the Portland area, unleashing a torrent of water. The Army Corps of Engineers worked for days, manipulating more than 60 dams in the Columbia River system with its partners in Canada to hold water at bay.

A smaller river that flows into the Columbia still flooded, killing eight people. With makeshift levees built from plywood and sandbags, Portland's downtown was just barely spared.

Ivan Penn contributed reporting from Houston, and Matina Stevis-Gridneff from Toronto.
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your money


The Energy Star Program May Go Away. Who Could Preserve It?

Cuts at the E.P.A. jeopardize the program that certifies efficient home appliances. Manufacturers could run a similar one themselves, but they may not want to.

 Robert Neubecker



By Ron Lieber



May 13, 2025 at 10:01 AM

There's a good chance you're part of the nearly 90 percent of American households that are aware of the Energy Star label that shows up on home appliances when you're shopping for a new dishwasher or refrigerator. It's a useful seal of approval, a signal of outsize efficiency and the lower utility bills that you'll pay over time.

And now it's in jeopardy thanks to the Trump administration's desire to make cuts at the Environmental Protection Agency and eliminate the agency's division that oversees the Energy Star program.

When the news emerged last week that there might soon be no more stickers on all sorts of appliances -- from air-conditioning units to washing machines -- one solution seemed obvious: The companies could pledge to set up their own version of the program, using independent third parties to assess their wares.

Simple, right? But none of the major appliance manufacturers that I approached would promise to do that. Many -- including Frigidaire, Samsung and Sub-Zero -- didn't even respond to the multiple requests I made for comment.

Energy Star is a big deal, if you believe the E.P.A. According to a document on its website, the program has contributed to $500 billion -- billion, with a "b" -- in household and business energy savings since its 1992 launch.

Appliance manufacturers do not want Energy Star, in which participation is voluntary, to go away. They said as much in a March letter to the E.P.A., when they sensed that cuts might be coming.

But they don't see the end of government support for the program to be a settled matter. A spokesman for Bosch's home appliance group described the goings-on as "pending," while an LG representative said any discussion of how it might promote superior efficiency to consumers in the future was premature.

Even if the E.P.A. does not reverse itself, the Department of Energy -- which sets minimum efficiency standards for the home appliance industry -- could step in to oversee Energy Star. The department did not respond to requests for comment on whether it would commit to doing so.

You can imagine the other conversations going on behind the scenes at each company that relies on the Energy Star label and its blessings.

Would it create consumer good will to be one of the first companies in this industry (or any competitive one) to stand up and say the cuts at the E.P.A. are absurd, given how useful Energy Star is? Sure. But would consumers, who don't buy big appliances often, even remember who spoke up first? Probably not.

Moreover, this is an environment where silence can pay real dividends. President Trump ran on a platform of using his office to punish people he doesn't like.

Yes, any one company -- or all of them together -- could vow to restart Energy Star if necessary. Being defiant about it, however, just makes you vulnerable to a tariff, an executive order or who knows what. And that goes doubly for reasonable people at the Department of Energy who might otherwise publicly and immediately announce their intention to step in to save the program.

All of that can look like cowardice, but it's probably just prudence if you are steadfast in your commitment to preserving the program or something like it.

Steven Nadel, executive director of the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, a nonprofit research group, raised his own objection to an industry-sponsored Energy Star replacement: It might not be credible.

"One of the reasons it is so popular is that people see the government as an unbiased source of information," he said.

But would there be at least some benefit if different trade groups stepped in to maintain Energy Star? Almost certainly, even if they have to spend some money to do it.

There is a world in which someone in the Trump administration wakes up to the sheer lack of logic here. If a regulated industry wants its customers to save another $500 billion in the coming years by using less energy (and to pollute less as a side effect), then maintain the federal testing and rewards system that facilitates it.

One way or another, we're about to find out whether we get to live in such a world.
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Taking Inches in Battle, Russia Demands Miles in Talks

Moscow thinks it's winning in Ukraine and can play hardball diplomatically. Washington sees costly, incremental gains and an unrealistic negotiating position.

The aftermath of a Russian strike in Sumy last month. President Vladimir V. Putin has said of Ukraine, "We have reason to believe that we are set to finish them off."  Tyler Hicks/The New York Times



By Paul Sonne and Adam Entous
Paul Sonne reported from Berlin and Adam Entous from Washington.


May 14, 2025 at 03:19 PM

As the world waits to to see if he shows up in Turkey for cease-fire negotiations this week, President Vladimir V. Putin has been sending a clear message, reinforced by his officials. Russia is winning on the battlefield, so it should get what it wants.

Mr. Putin said in late March that Russian forces had the advantage on the entire front and suggested Moscow was close to vanquishing the Ukrainians -- an argument the Kremlin has used to underpin hardball demands. "We have reason to believe that we are set to finish them off," Mr. Putin said, adding: "People in Ukraine need to realize what is going on."

Andrei V. Kartapolov, head of the defense committee in the lower chamber of Russian Parliament, reiterated that message on Tuesday, saying Ukraine needed to recognize the Russian military was advancing in 116 directions. If the Ukrainians did not want to talk, he added, they must listen to "the language of the Russian bayonet."

Andrei V. Kartapolov, a senior Russian lawmaker, has said the Russian military is advancing in 116 directions. Anton Vaganov/Reuters


The hardball approach has been accompanied by gamesmanship over peace negotiations. It is unclear whether Mr. Putin will attend the talks he initially proposed for midlevel delegations on Thursday in Turkey. Mr. Zelensky upped the ante, saying he would attend and expected to see Mr. Putin, knowing Mr. Putin is loath to meet him. President Trump said he might go if the Russian president went.

And Mr. Putin has left everyone in limbo.

The Russian position has posed a challenge for the Trump administration, which has found Russian officials making extreme demands that the battlefield situation does not appear to justify. While Russian forces have seized the advantage and taken territory of late, they are a far cry from defeating the Ukrainians and have advanced at a very high cost.

Yet in talks with Trump administration officials, they have insisted Ukraine accept strict limitations on its military, including the number of soldiers and number and type of weapons. And they have been demanding the full territory of all four regions that Moscow claims to have annexed in eastern Ukraine, including two regional capitals that Ukraine controls. 

"Russia can't expect to be given territory that they haven't even conquered yet," Vice President JD Vance said in an interview with Fox News earlier this month.

Any success by Washington in the talks is likely to hinge on somehow convincing Mr. Putin that he stands to benefit more from warm ties with the United States than from costly incremental gains in battle.

Over the past 16 months, as Russian forces seized the initiative, Moscow took 1,827 square miles of Ukraine, an area smaller than Delaware, according to data from the Institute for the Study of War measuring up to April 1.

Over that period, the U.S. government estimates, Russia lost more than 400,000 troops to death or injury -- a high cost for wresting control of less than 1 percent of Ukrainian territory.

A Ukrainian soldier identifying the remains of Russian forces in eastern Ukraine last year. Hundreds of thousands have been killed or wounded to gain less than 1 percent of the country's territory. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times


Russia isn't likely to be easily persuaded. Mr. Putin has a strong desire for Ukraine to capitulate and believes that Kyiv's most powerful backer, the United States, is already withdrawing its support.

In wars of attrition, incremental gains can presage a breakthrough, if the losing side runs out of troops and ammunition and its defensive lines finally collapse. This may be what Russia is counting on: Ukraine, whose wartime population is a less than quarter of Russia's, has lost many soldiers holding the line.

Russia also possesses the world's largest nuclear arsenal, though Mr. Putin has said he does not yet see a need to use it. And it has vast arms production capacity, which would weigh more heavily in its favor should U.S. supplies to Ukraine dry up.

Nor does Mr. Putin seem bothered by further threats from the West. On Wednesday, European Union officials took a step toward approving additional sanctions against Russia, including a plan to clamp down on the "shadow fleet" of ships transporting its oil, according to diplomats familiar with the matter, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. Mr. Trump, while threatening new sanctions, has yet to impose any.

Tatiana Stanovaya, senior fellow at the Carnegie Russian Eurasia Center, said Mr. Putin expected a collapse of Ukraine's defensive lines after a gradual weakening.

"And this will be such a serious psychological blow that the elites will say, 'Zelensky, get out of here. We will now come to an agreement with Putin ourselves,'" Ms. Stanovaya said. "Putin believes that all of this should happen and will happen."

But he also wants to protect his relations with Mr. Trump, the most Russia-friendly U.S. president in years. Mr. Putin will continue to try to have it both ways, Ms. Stanovaya said, adding that was why the Russian leader proposed the talks.

"The proposal to meet in Istanbul with delegations is an attempt to keep Trump in the negotiation process," she said. "He is not doing this for the Ukrainians, he is doing this for Trump -- only for Trump."

As a result, she said, whatever happens on Thursday will be "a show."

"Each side will try to play its part," she said. "But in reality the conditions aren't there for a real serious discussion of any truce or peace."

Jeanna Smialek contributed reporting from Brussels.
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South African President Criticizes Afrikaners Seeking Refugee Status in U.S.

President Cyril Ramaphosa called the white South Africans "cowardly" for leaving for the United States.

President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa speaking at a forum in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, on Monday. He has come out against the U.S. move to grant Afrikaners refugee status. Issouf Sanogo/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Amelia Nierenberg and Zimasa Matiwane
Zimasa Matiwane reported from Johannesburg.


May 14, 2025 at 03:11 PM

President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa said the white South Africans who left for the United States after being granted refugee status by President Trump were "cowardly," as tensions mount between the two countries.

"They are running away" from a duty to help South Africa solve its own problems, Mr. Ramaphosa told reporters on Tuesday, adding, "When you run away, you are a coward." 

More than 8,000 South Africans have expressed interest in a U.S. program created to help a white ethnic minority in South Africa resettle in the United States. That comes even as the Trump administration has barred most refugees from other countries.

If approved, those South Africans would join the dozens who arrived on Monday at an airport outside Washington on a charter flight funded by the United States. On Wednesday Mr. Ramaphosa's office confirmed that he is scheduled to meet with Mr. Trump in Washington on May 21.

The refugee program has cut to the heart of post-apartheid race dynamics in South Africa. The country's government has strongly rejected the Trump administration's claim that Afrikaners -- members of a white ethnic minority that ruled during apartheid in South Africa -- should qualify for refugee status.

The Afrikaners "do not fit the definition of a refugee," Mr. Ramaphosa said on Monday at a forum in Abidjan, Ivory Coast.

Afrikaners at an airport in Johannesburg before their flight to the United States. Ilan Godfrey for The New York Times


He said that a refugee is "someone who has to leave their country out of fear of political persecution, religious persecution," and forcefully said that does not describe the experience of white people in South Africa.

Mr. Trump has long repeated conspiracy theories about the mistreatment of white South Africans in the three decades after the end of apartheid.

In 2018, he said he told his secretary of state to look into "the large-scale killing of farmers," and repeated the claim in his second term, saying that white farmers were "being brutally killed."

Elon Musk, the billionaire who is from South Africa and has become a close adviser to Mr. Trump, shared similar far-right conspiracy claims in 2023 on X: "They are openly pushing for genocide of white people in South Africa."

Official figures and the country's biggest farmers' group dispute such a claim: South African police data shows that, of the 225 people reported killed on farms from April 2020 to March 2024, only 53 were farmers, who are usually white. About 100 were workers, who are mostly Black.

In February, Mr. Trump signed an executive order suspending all foreign aid to South Africa, claiming that white landowners were mistreated.

At the same time, his administration has made it almost impossible for other people, including those from war-torn or famine-hit countries to seek refuge in the United States. That includes Afghans who helped the United States fight the Taliban and Congolese fleeing conflict who had already been vetted and cleared to travel before Mr. Trump took office.

But the Trump administration approved the application from the Afrikaners in just three months, an extremely fast turnaround for a process that often takes years.

The move to grant Afrikaners refugee status has only aggravated relations between the two nations.

South African officials have cast the move as a politically motivated attempt to discredit the country. The Trump administration has criticized the South African government for having a close relationship with Iran and for its stance against Israel.
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 Is the California Dream a Mirage?

The state is confronting what officials say is an unprecedented confluence of forces that will test its long record of enduring catastrophes, natural and otherwise.

Analysts say California's population could well decline because of the wildfires that wiped out more than 6,000 homes in Los Angeles in January. Philip Cheung for The New York Times



By Adam Nagourney
Adam Nagourney has covered California politics, government and culture for more than a decade. 


May 11, 2025 at 10:00 AM

California eclipsed Japan in 2024 to become the fourth-largest economy in the world. Gov. Gavin Newsom announced earlier this month that the state's population increased for the second year in a row. Tourism has hit record levels, as Los Angeles prepares to step onto the world stage as the host of the 2028 Summer Olympics.

But for all of that, there are rising signs that California is entering one of the most difficult periods in its history. The state is confronting what many leaders and officials say is an unprecedented confluence of forces -- economic, political, social, environmental -- that's about to test its long record of resilience in the face of catastrophe, natural and otherwise.

Those population figures may prove to be a mirage. Analysts say the state's population could well decline because of the wildfires that wiped out more than 6,000 homes in Los Angeles in January and because of the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. Many young people are moving to other states to escape a housing shortage, leaving behind an aging population in a state that has long been a symbol of youth and energy.

Los Angeles, an economic engine for the state, is grappling with a $1 billion budget shortfall even before it confronts the challenge of rebuilding from the fires and the potential economic drain of preparing for the Olympics. Like San Francisco, it is struggling with an epidemic of homelessness on its sidewalks and downtown business districts that have been hollowed out by the Covid pandemic.

And at a time when the state is more vulnerable and more desperate for federal assistance after the fires, it seems unlikely California can look to Washington for help. President Trump has been far more antagonistic toward the state than he was in his first term.  

Workers remove debris at a homeless encampment in Oakland, Calif., in 2022. Lauren Segal for The New York Times


"California emerged from the Great Recession, when it was declared a dysfunctional, ungovernable state, as the world's fifth-largest economy," said Miriam Pawel, an author who has written extensively about California history and politics. "That said, California has never encountered this kind of adversarial, hostile relationship from the federal government, which creates a tremendous degree of uncertainty."

Since the Gold Rush of 1848, California has been an American beacon of reinvention, creativity and opportunity. With its abundant natural resources, wealth and beauty, it has powered through disaster after disaster: the collapse of the defense and aerospace economy in the late 1980s, the Loma Prieta earthquake in San Francisco in 1989, the riots in Los Angeles in 1992.

For all the signs of trouble, some California leaders say they remain optimistic.

"We have problems, we have challenges," said Gray Davis, a Democrat who served as governor of California from 1999 to 2003. "We can overcome them. We'll see the evidence of that over the next few years. I wouldn't bet against California."

Jerry Brown, a Democrat who served twice as California's governor, said he has long been skeptical of stories in the media that declare that California's best days are behind it. "I remember a Look magazine article talking about the same thing when my father was governor," he said of Pat Brown, who was governor from 1959 to 1967.

Still, even Jerry Brown said the coming months and years would be difficult, marked by budget deficits, higher taxes, battles with the Trump administration and climate change.

"I think the wealth of California will allow for a basic and enduring resilience," Mr. Brown said. "There will be cutbacks in L.A. and in a lot of places. The point is that it's such a wealthy state that there's a lot of room to adjust. But a lot of people are going to get hurt in the process."

James Gallagher, the State Assembly's Republican leader and a sixth-generation California rice farmer, said conditions in the state were as distressing as he could remember.

"Look, I'm a California optimist," Mr. Gallagher said. "I do believe that we can turn this around. That's always been the California dream: If you come out here, you can follow your dreams and make them come true. That is becoming less true."

The state's political leadership finds itself at a crossroads. Over the next two years, there will be a new governor -- Gov. Gavin Newsom is barred by term limits from seeking re-election. Andri Tambunan for The New York Times


At this moment of unease, the state's political leadership finds itself at a crossroads. Over the next two years, there will be a new governor -- Mr. Newsom is barred by term limits from seeking re-election -- and what will likely be a hard-fought race to determine the next mayor of Los Angeles. Mayor Karen Bass is running for re-election, and faces an electorate frustrated with her response to the fires. And Mr. Newsom has roiled members of his own party as he pivots from assailing the Trump administration to publicly criticizing Democrats and inviting Trump supporters to appear on his podcast. 

Democrats here, like party members across the nation, are in a battle about the future direction of the party, amid evidence that it lost some voters by staking out positions that were too far to the left. Mr. Trump lost California in the 2024 presidential election, but he had a relatively strong showing in parts of the state, winning 10 counties that Joseph R. Biden Jr. carried in 2020.

"We definitely need to reclaim the magic," said Donna Bojarsky, a longtime civic leader and Democratic activist. "It's not helpless, but it is Sisyphean. California does have particular challenges at this moment. It is different from what we faced before." 

Pete Wilson, a Republican, was governor from 1991 to 1999, a tenure that included the tail end of the collapse of the aerospace industry and a major earthquake. He said the state seemed in much tougher shape now, pointing to rising homelessness and struggling public schools.

"It's much worse now than it was then, and it was pretty bad then," Mr. Wilson said. "If things don't change, I'm not optimistic."

Even before the January fires, California, with its high housing costs and taxes, had become an increasingly expensive place to live, particularly for younger and lower-income people. Juan Reyes, who owns a metal recycling business, said that with two incomes, he and his wife could barely afford the rent for their Monterey Park apartment. He said they were considering moving back to Mexico, where Mr. Reyes immigrated from more than 30 years ago.  

"The truth is you can't live in California anymore," Mr. Reyes said in Spanish while sitting on a park bench in East Los Angeles. "Some time ago, one could afford to live here. Everything was cheap."

But across town at the Grove, an upscale shopping center, there was confidence in the state's future.  

Even before the January fires, California, with its high housing costs and taxes, had become an increasingly expensive place to live, particularly for younger and lower-income people. Mark Abramson for The New York Times


"Good bones are good bones, and California has good bones," said Shem Bitterman, a 65-year-old screenwriter.

The biggest difference today, compared to the difficult chapters California has weathered since its founding in 1850, is the presence of a president who has expressed hostility toward the state. Mr. Trump and Washington Republicans have sought to unravel signature California policies and projects on auto emissions, electric vehicles, high-speed rail, and water and forest management. 

When the Northridge earthquake devastated parts of Los Angeles in January 1994, leading to 60 deaths and $40 billion in damage, President Bill Clinton, a Democrat, marshaled federal resources and financial assistance from the earliest hours of the disaster. The governor at the time was Mr. Wilson, a Republican.

By contrast, Mr. Trump has said he would only consider granting California emergency assistance if the state bowed to a shifting list of demands, including implementing voter ID requirements and changing the way it managed the state water supply. 

"There was a competition between our administration and the White House over who could do the most for L.A.," said Bill Whalen, Mr. Wilson's speechwriter at the time who is now a senior fellow at a conservative think tank, the Hoover Institution at Stanford University. "Clinton's political default was 'I can't do enough for that state because I want those votes in 1996.' The Trump administration's default is, let's just say, different."

Mr. Newsom, who is considering a run for president when his term as governor ends, has in recent days sought to push back on the notion of a struggling California. When the state announced that its population had increased by 108,000 in 2024, Mr. Newsom offered that statistic as a corrective to the notion -- pushed by Republicans -- that people were fleeing California.

Demographers have raised concerns about the population trends, even before the fires. Nearly 200,000 Californians between the age of 20 and 29 left the state between 2020 and 2023. And in recent years, film and television producers have headed for other states and nations, drawn by the promise of lower costs and tax breaks. By one count, 180,000 jobs in Hollywood, an industry that has long helped define California, have disappeared over the past three years. 

Mr. Newsom boasted about last year's new tourism numbers, but said that the number of international visitors this year was already beginning to fall because of tariffs, immigration restrictions and the increasingly fraught relationship between Mr. Trump and foreign governments. The state now projects a 9.2 percent decrease in international tourism for next year.

The fires in January in Pacific Palisades and Altadena hit a housing market that was already reeling from high prices and scarcity. State officials said it seemed inevitable that some insurance companies will pull out of the housing market -- making it much harder to build a home or get a mortgage -- while others will raise already high rates.

Mr. Brown has been one of California's biggest boosters for nearly half a century. He said in an interview last week that he remains as confident about the future of the state today as he was when he saw the Look magazine article about California's woes when his father was governor. 

"Things move in California, and they change," he said. "We lost aerospace, but we gained the Silicon Valley. California is still a force."

Orlando Mayorquin contributed reporting from Los Angeles.
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'A Priceless Inheritance': Preserving Memories of Black Life in Memphis

Curators in the music mecca have begun the painstaking process of saving a trove of 75,000 photographs. The images capture decades of middle- and working-class life.

Video: 



By Rick Rojas
Visuals by Houston Cofield
Reporting from Memphis


May 14, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The storage space was packed with thousands upon thousands of photographs. Some were at least a century old, imprinted on glass plates. There were others on nitrate film so deteriorated it was at risk of combusting.

In a blues and gospel mecca like Memphis, several faces were instantly recognizable: B.B. King, Mahalia Jackson, W.C. Handy. But much of the rest belonged to middle- and working-class Black Memphians on days when they might have most felt like stars. On display were weddings, graduations, fraternity parties and sporting events. In one photo, a group of homeowners tossed their mortgage papers into a fire, a celebration for climbing another rung on the ladder of upward mobility.

For more than 40 years, this trove of work by the Hooks Brothers Studio, once the go-to photographers of Black life in a city renowned for it, had been largely hidden away.

But now a painstaking process to preserve the studio's archives -- possibly more than 75,000 images -- has begun. It will take years to complete. Decades, most likely. Still, those invested in the visual history of the city believe it is a worthwhile endeavor with the potential to deepen Memphis's understanding of itself.

"It's a priceless inheritance," said Andrea Herenton, who purchased the collection with her husband, Rodney, before handing it over to the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art and the National Civil Rights Museum for preservation. She added that by leaving storage, the collection would be able to "inspire and live and breathe and teach and connect the past to the present."

The collection of images was taken by Henry A. Hooks Sr. and Robert B. Hooks, brothers who opened a studio on Beale Street in 1907.


Parts of the collection illustrate Memphis's proud history as the spiritual, cultural and commercial capital of the Mississippi Delta region, where rock 'n' roll was born and the blues flourished.

Yet it is the quieter, more quotidian scenes that can serve as a counterbalance to the narrative of a Memphis withering in the shadow cast by the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. Over time, poverty grew more entrenched; crime and violence became pervasive. Neighborhoods that once embodied prosperity and possibility for Black families were neglected.

The photographs by the Hooks brothers -- vividly, joyfully -- show something else.

"People still found their way through tribulation," said Russell Wigginton, the president of the National Civil Rights Museum, which is housed in the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, where King was shot.

"That is the strength of this community, despite the poverty, despite the historical challenges," Wigginton said. "There's no party like a Memphis party. There's nothing like when people are in community here, trust me."

Henry A. Hooks Sr. and Robert B. Hooks opened their studio on Beale Street in 1907, when the area was still a bustling hub for Black residents in a segregated city, not yet a tourist destination filled with bars and gift shops. They had learned photography from James P. Newton, the first Black professional photographer in Memphis, and they had also studied painting in their youth, developing an artistic flair that informed their portraiture.

Robert B. Hooks, photographed by his brother. via Brooks Museum

Henry A. Hooks Sr., photographed by his brother. via Brooks Museum


Their subjects included Booker T. Washington and Robert R. Church, a real estate entrepreneur who became one of the wealthiest men in Memphis. After moving their studio to a different location, the brothers eventually handed it off to the next generation: Robert's son Robert Jr. and Henry's son Charles took over and adopted more of a documentary style. Another of Robert's sons, Benjamin, became the longtime executive director of the N.A.A.C.P.

Over the years, some feared that their archive would be lost and that the artistic legacy of the Hooks brothers would have to live on through the photographs saved in dusty yearbooks and albums. That piecemeal existence might have been a testament to how treasured individual images were, but it would fail to convey their collective influence.

"It's just so unique in terms of being such a long-term visual documentation of one community, one city," said Earnestine Jenkins, a professor of art history at the University of Memphis.

For Jenkins, like many in Memphis, it also represented something deeply personal. She pulled out a photograph from 1937. It was her mother's class photo from the eighth grade, which had been taken by the Hooks brothers.

Memphis, the home of the blues, has a proud history as the spiritual, cultural and commercial capital of the Mississippi Delta region.

C. Rose Smith, an assistant curator for photography at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, has found people at senior centers and alumni gatherings who were photographed by the Hooks brothers.


"It documents you," she said of the collection. "It documents your family. It documents your community. It documents your region. It documents Memphis."

Leaders at the two Memphis museums hope the public can help identify people in the archived images and offer context and stories about them. C. Rose Smith, an assistant curator of photography at the Brooks Museum, has been going to senior centers and alumni gatherings, successfully finding some people who had been photographed by the Hooks brothers.

The museums have expansive ambitions for the collection, including traveling programs and new works by artists who are using the images as inspiration. The first exhibitions are scheduled to open next year at both museums.

But a lot of work needs to be done first.

The bulk of the collection has been moved to a dark, quiet corner of the Brooks Museum, where Smith carefully evaluates prints and negatives on film and glass plates. Smith is drawing on their training as a photographer, cataloger and image specialist for museums, and even for the Atlanta Police Department, where they handled crime scene photos.

Many of the images of Black Memphians are from days when they might have most felt like stars, including class photos, weddings, graduations, fraternity parties and sporting events.


"It's really thinking about line, shape and form," Smith said. "It's thinking about contrast. It's thinking about the beautification of a Black subject, and how the Hooks brothers may have even manipulated lighting to make sure they're able to render Black skin tones correctly."

Smith also looks closely at the people in the photographs -- the fashion, the poses, their bearing. The images, particularly portraits, reflect how they wanted to be seen and immortalized.

The project's timing has been fortuitous. Like many other regional art museums, the Brooks Museum has been trying to forge stronger relationships with a more diverse slice of the population it serves. Museums long centered their mission on preservation, a priority that is evident all the way down to the Latin roots of the word "curate," said Zoe Kahr, the museum's executive director.

"It was all about the object," she said, "and we've shifted from prioritizing the object to prioritizing the community."

That philosophical transformation has inspired art-making community events and an aspiration to some day have free admission. It also informed the design of a new facility that the museum is scheduled to move into next year.

"It's thinking about the beautification of a Black subject," said Smith, who carefully evaluates prints and negatives on film and glass plates.

The Temprees, a soul trio from Memphis, were some of the many musicians photographed by the Hooks brothers.


The museum's longtime home, originally constructed with Georgian marble and set in a sprawling city park, could seem like a fortress guarding its contents; the new downtown building will have public spaces as well as walls of glass that allow art to be viewed from the street.

After Smith picks possible photos for the first Hooks Brothers exhibitions, they give them to Lauren Killingsworth, a collection specialist, to be digitized and recorded. She carefully lines up the images and then photographs each one with a digital camera attached to a stand. Some days, she can get through 50, maybe even 100 images. Then there are the days where it is only a handful.

The immediate goal is to have images ready for next year's exhibitions. But the employees know that the preservation project could fill the rest of their professional lives.

"Thirty years!" said Smith, offering one educated estimate for how long the project could take, and noting they had recently turned 30. "OK, we're going to be 60!"

Smith was not daunted. They are a Memphis native. Photographs of their grandmother and great-aunts are in the archive. This was a chance to be part of important history, and they planned to stick with it.

"For however long this takes," they said.

Exhibitions of photos by the Hooks brothers are scheduled to open in Memphis next year at the Brooks Museum and the National Civil Rights Museum.
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George Clooney and Denzel Washington Power Broadway to Prepandemic Heights

Elphaba helped too. But the good news comes with caveats.

Video: 



By Michael Paulson
Photographs and Video by Sara Krulwich



May 13, 2025 at 07:30 PM

Broadway's box office has finally surpassed its prepandemic peak, fueled by three starry dramas and one green witch.

The Broadway League, a trade organization representing producers and theater owners, released data on Tuesday showing that grosses for the current theater season, which ends later this month, have now reached $1.801 billion. That's higher than the $1.793 billion grossed at the same point in the record-setting 2018-2019 season, which was the last full season before the coronavirus pandemic shut down Broadway in March 2020.



CLOONEY HAS FIRST
$4 MILLION PLAY WEEK!




"Good Night, and Good Luck" grossed $4,003,482 the week ending May 4. That number, for eight performances, was the highest amount ever grossed in a week by a play on Broadway.



There are caveats. This season is not quite over. The numbers are not adjusted for inflation. Attendance is still down about 3 percent from its prepandemic peak. And, because the costs of producing shows on Broadway have skyrocketed, the financial failure rate is up and profitability is down.

Still, the box-office news is encouraging to the industry.

"This is a really important benchmark," Jason Laks, the League's president, said in an interview. "We're creating jobs, and artists' work is being seen."


"It shows that people are responding to our productions," he added. "But our goal is not to make it 2019 again. Our goal is to keep growing, to bring more diverse audiences, and to keep our industry thriving and sustainable. We're really looking for sustainable growth."

Broadway, which looms large as an economic engine and an artistic apex, was hit hard by the pandemic. Its 41 theaters were closed for about a year and a half, and cost inflation, hybrid work, and disruptions to tourism and to entertainment habits have made rebounding a challenge.


The season about to end has been a strong one. There have been 76 productions onstage, including 42 that were eligible for Tony Awards because they opened since last May. Screen stars flocked to Broadway -- George Clooney, Robert Downey Jr., Denzel Washington and Jake Gyllenhaal among them. And, for the first time in years, over the course of the season there have been shows in every Broadway house; 40 shows are now running.



AVERAGE TICKET PRICE
AT 'OTHELLO' HITS $387.03!




The "Othello" revival has been a hot ticket thanks to Jake Gyllenhaal (as Iago) and Denzel Washington (as the title character). Many tickets are priced at $921.



Broadway's offerings this season are particularly varied, running the gamut from the out-there (two musicals about corpses, "Dead Outlaw" and "Operation Mincemeat") to the big-brand (Netflix is producing a special-effects-rich prequel to "Stranger Things").

But two distinct economic factors have fueled this season's grosses. While Broadway has historically been powered by musicals, which tend to be of greatest appeal to the tourists who make up the bulk of the audience, plays have claimed the leading role this season. And though "Wicked" opened more than two decades ago, there has been an upsurge of interest in the ever-popular musical.


Both developments are, in part, Hollywood related.

Three plays featuring film, television and comedy stars -- "Good Night, and Good Luck," starring Clooney; "Othello," starring Washington and Gyllenhaal; and "Glengarry Glen Ross," starring Kieran Culkin, Bill Burr and Bob Odenkirk -- are accounting for more than 20 percent of Broadway's weekly box office this spring, even though they make up just 7 percent of the shows.

They are doing that without a ton of critical support, and none of them was nominated for best play or best play revival. But each has just become profitable -- a rare feat on Broadway. "Glengarry Glen Ross" has recouped its capitalization costs of up to $7.5 million; "Othello," up to $9 million; and "Good Night, and Good Luck," $9.5 million.



40 SHOWS ARE RUNNING!
3 PLAYS ARE DOMINATING!




One-fifth of Broadway grosses are now going to just three plays: "Good Night, and Good Luck," "Othello" and "Glengarry Glen Ross" (which features Kieran Culkin, above).



"Good Night, and Good Luck," a stage adaptation of a 2005 film about the confrontation between the television journalist Edward R. Murrow and the anti-Communist senator Joseph McCarthy, had already been racking up eye-popping numbers, thanks to the popularity of Clooney and the timeliness of its theme about the importance of an independent press. During the week that ended May 4, it took in $4 million -- a record high for a play, and more than twice what "The Lion King" took in that week.

"Othello" is also having an amazing run. The revival is in a much smaller theater (1,043 seats, compared with 1,537 for "Good Night, and Good Luck"), where high demand for limited supply has driven ticket prices up; many seats are priced at $921, and the play had an average ticket price of $387 last week.


"Glengarry Glen Ross" is grossing more than $2 million a week thanks to the popularity of the title and the appeal of its three stars.

But those three shows are not the only triumphs in this season of plays. "Oh, Mary!", an original comedy with a little-known star, was the first show of the season to become profitable, and is still thriving. A revival of "Romeo + Juliet," starring Kit Connor and Rachel Zegler, had a profitable run last winter, as did "All In: Comedy About Love," which featured well-known actors reading humorous stories by Simon Rich. And both Sarah Snook's tour-de-force one-woman version of "The Picture of Dorian Gray," which is now running, and last fall's "McNeal," which starred Downey, flourished at the box office, playing to consistently sold-out houses.



'WICKED' DEFIES GRAVITY
WITH $5 MILLION WEEK!




"Wicked" grossed $5,037,392.00 the week ending Dec. 29, 2024. That number, for nine performances, was the highest amount ever grossed in a week by a musical on Broadway.



Another standout of the season has been "Wicked." The musical, an imaginary back story for the Wicked Witch of the West, is one of three -- "Wicked," "The Lion King" and "Hamilton" -- that have dominated the Broadway box office in recent years. But "Wicked," which plays at the largest Broadway house, has soared this season, thanks to the popularity, and the huge marketing budget, for its two-part film adaptation; the first film was released last November, and the second is scheduled for next November. The "Wicked" stage musical was, easily, the top-grossing show on Broadway this season, and over Christmas week, with nine performances, it set a record, taking in about $5 million.


The industry still faces serious challenges. Although the average ticket price on Broadway this season has been $129, and about one-third of shows had an average below $100, the best seats at the hottest shows remain quite expensive. Suburbanites have been slow to return, and Trump administration policies on immigration and tariffs are now threatening international tourism, which makes up about one-fifth of the Broadway audience.



ATTENDANCE STILL DOWN!
TOURISM FORECAST
IS WORRISOME!




Nearly 14 million people have seen a Broadway show so far this season. Forty shows are currently running. Only one theater is empty.



Most troubling: Capitalization costs have risen so much that almost every new musical to open since the pandemic has lost money; none has broken through like "Hamilton," "The Book of Mormon" and earlier megahits. Among this season's 14 new musicals, four ("A Wonderful World: The Louis Armstrong Musical," "Tammy Faye," "Swept Away" and "Redwood") have already closed or announced closings.

"There are still some really strong concerns and challenges we have about our business that I don't want to be overshadowed with these gross numbers," Laks said. "Rising costs are still affecting every facet of production. You still have increased capitalization costs and weekly running costs, and productions have a shorter window than ever to get on their feet, find an audience and determine their future."
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Richard L. Garwin, a Creator of the Hydrogen Bomb, Dies at 97

Many scientists contributed to the final result, but he was the one who, as a young physicist, designed the world's most powerful weapon. He went on to advise a dozen presidents.

Dr. Richard L. Garwin in 1960 at the I.B.M. Watson Labs at Columbia University in New York. There, and later in Westchester County, N.Y., where the lab moved in 1970, he produced a stream of research projects that yielded technological advances in computers, communications and medicine. Associated Press



By Robert D. McFadden



May 14, 2025 at 05:20 PM

Richard L. Garwin, an architect of America's hydrogen bomb, who shaped defense policies for postwar governments and laid the groundwork for insights into the structure of the universe as well as for computer marvels like touch-screen monitors, died on Tuesday at his home in Scarsdale, N.Y. He was 97.

His death was confirmed by his son Thomas.

A polymathic physicist and geopolitical thinker, Dr. Garwin was only 23 when he built the world's first fusion bomb. He later became a science adviser to many presidents, designed Pentagon weapons and satellite reconnaissance systems, argued for a Soviet-American balance of nuclear terror as the best bet for surviving the Cold War, and championed verifiable nuclear arms control agreements.

While his mentor, the Nobel laureate Enrico Fermi, called him "the only true genius I have ever met," Dr. Garwin was not the father of the hydrogen bomb. The Hungarian-born physicist Edward Teller and the Polish mathematician Stanislaw Ulam, who developed theories for a bomb, may have greater claims to that sobriquet.

In 1951-52, however, Dr. Garwin, at the time an instructor at the University of Chicago and just a summer consultant at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico, designed the actual bomb, using the Teller-Ulam ideas. An experimental device code-named Ivy Mike, it was shipped to the Western Pacific and tested on an atoll in the Marshall Islands.

Intended only to prove the fusion concept, the device did not even resemble a bomb. It weighed 82 tons, was undeliverable by airplane and looked like a gigantic thermos bottle. Soviet scientists, who did not test a comparable device until 1955, derisively called it a thermonuclear installation.

But at the Enewetak Atoll on Nov. 1, 1952, it spoke: An all-but-unimaginable fusion of atoms set off a vast, instant flash of blinding light, soundless to distant observers, and a fireball two miles wide with a force 700 times greater than the atomic bomb that destroyed Hiroshima in 1945. Its mushroom cloud soared 25 miles and expanded to 100 miles across.

The first test of a hydrogen bomb, nicknamed Ivy Mike, on Nov. 1, 1952, on the tiny island of Elugelab in the Enewatak Atoll of the Marshall Islands in the Pacific Ocean. Reuters


Because secrecy shrouded the development of America's thermonuclear weapons programs, Dr. Garwin's role in creating the first hydrogen bomb was virtually unknown for decades outside a small circle of government defense and intelligence officials. It was Dr. Teller, whose name had long been associated with the bomb, who first publicly credited him.

"The shot was fired almost precisely according to Garwin's design," Dr. Teller said in a 1981 statement that acknowledged the crucial role of the young prodigy. Still, that belated recognition got little notice, and Dr. Garwin long remained unknown publicly.

Compared with later thermonuclear weapons, Dr. Garwin's bomb was crude. Its raw power nonetheless recalled films of the first atomic bomb test in New Mexico in 1945, and the appalled reaction of its creator, J. Robert Oppenheimer, reflecting upon the sacred Hindu text of the Bhagavad Gita: "Now I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds."

For Dr. Garwin, it was something less.

"I never felt that building the hydrogen bomb was the most important thing in the world, or even in my life at the time," he told Esquire magazine in 1984. Asked about any feelings of guilt, he said: "I think it would be a better world if the hydrogen bomb had never existed. But I knew the bombs would be used for deterrence."

A Pivot to I.B.M.

Although the first hydrogen bomb was constructed to his specifications, Dr. Garwin was not even present to witness its detonation at Enewetak. "I've never seen a nuclear explosion," he said in an interview for this obituary in 2018. "I didn't want to take the time."

After his success on the hydrogen bomb project, Dr. Garwin said, he found himself at a crossroads in 1952. He could return to the University of Chicago, where he had earned his doctorate under Fermi and was now an assistant professor, with the promise of life at one of the nation's most prestigious academic institutions.

Or he could accept a far more flexible job at the International Business Machines Corporation. It offered a faculty appointment and use of the Thomas J. Watson Laboratory at Columbia University, with wide freedom to pursue his research interests. It would also let him continue to work as a government consultant at Los Alamos and in Washington.

He chose the I.B.M. deal, and it lasted for four decades, until his retirement.

Dr. Garwin in 1968. Much of his crucial work for I.B.M. and the government remained secret, and he was largely unknown to the public. Associated Press


For I.B.M., Dr. Garwin worked on an endless stream of pure and applied research projects that yielded an astonishing array of patents, scientific papers and technological advances in computers, communications and medicine. His work was crucial in developing magnetic resonance imaging, high-speed laser printers and later touch-screen monitors.

A dedicated maverick, Dr. Garwin worked hard for decades to advance the hunt for gravitational waves -- ripples in the fabric of space-time that Einstein had predicted. In 2015, the costly detectors he backed were able to successfully observe the ripples, opening a new window on the universe.

Meantime, Dr. Garwin continued to work for the government, consulting on national defense issues. As an expert on weapons of mass destruction, he helped select priority Soviet targets and led studies on land, sea and air warfare involving nuclear-armed submarines, military and civilian aircraft, and satellite reconnaissance and communication systems. Much of his work continued to be secret, and he remained largely unknown to the public.

He became an adviser to such Presidents as Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard M. Nixon, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton. He also became known as a voice against President Ronald Reagan's proposals for a space-based missile system, popularly called Star Wars, to defend the nation against nuclear attack. It was never built.

One of Dr. Garwin's celebrated battles had nothing to do with national defense. In 1970, as a member of Nixon's science advisory board, he ran afoul of the president's support for development of the supersonic transport plane. He concluded that the SST would be expensive, noisy, bad for the environment and a commercial dud. Congress dropped its funding. Britain and France subsidized the development of their own SST, the Concorde, but Dr. Garwin's predictions proved largely correct, and interest faded.

Dr. Garwin in 1962, when he was a member of President John F. Kennedy's Science Advisory Committee. He also advised Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard M. Nixon, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, among others.  Truman Moore/Getty Images


Clashes With Military

A small, professorial man with thinning flyaway hair and a gentle voice more suited to college lectures than a congressional hot seat, Dr. Garwin became an almost legendary figure in the defense establishment, giving speeches, writing articles and testifying before lawmakers on what he called misguided Pentagon choices.

Some of his feuds with the military were bitter and long-running. They included fights over the B-1 bomber, the Trident nuclear submarine and the MX missile system, a network of mobile, land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles that were among the most lethal weapons in history. All eventually joined America's vast arsenal.

While Dr. Garwin was frustrated by such setbacks, he pressed ahead. His core message was that America should maintain a strategic balance of nuclear power with the Soviet Union. He opposed any weapon or policy that threatened to upset that balance, because, he said, it kept the Russians in check. He liked to say that Moscow was more interested in live Russians than dead Americans.

Dr. Garwin supported reductions of nuclear arsenals, including the 1979 Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT II), negotiated by President Carter and Leonid Brezhnev, the Soviet premier. But Dr. Garwin insisted that mutually assured destruction was the key to keeping the peace.

In 2021, he joined 700 scientists and engineers, including 21 Nobel laureates, who signed an appeal asking President Joseph R. Biden Jr. to pledge that the United States would never be the first to use nuclear weapons in a conflict. Their letter also called for an end to the American practice of giving the president sole authority to order the use of nuclear weapons; a curb on that authority, they said, would be "an important safeguard against a possible future president who is unstable or who orders a reckless attack."

The ideas were politically delicate, and Mr. Biden made no such pledge.

Dr. Garwin in November 2003 with President George W. Bush, who had presented him with a National Medal of Science at the White House. Gerald Herbert/Associated Press

President Barack Obama presented Dr. Garwin with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian award, in November 2016. Alex Wong/Getty Images


Dr. Garwin told Quest magazine in 1981, "The only thing nuclear weapons are good for, and have ever been good for, is massive destruction, and by that threat deterring nuclear attack: If you slap me, I'll clobber you."

A Whiz Kid at 5

Richard Lawrence Garwin was born in Cleveland on April 19, 1928, the older of two sons of Robert and Leona (Schwartz) Garwin. His father was a teacher of electronics at a technical high school during the day and a projectionist in a movie theater at night. His mother was a legal secretary. At an early age, Richard, called Dick, showed remarkable intelligence and technical ability. By 5, he was repairing family appliances.

He and his brother, Edward, attended public schools in Cleveland. Dick graduated at 16 from Cleveland Heights High School in 1944 and earned a bachelor's degree in physics in 1947 from what is now Case Western Reserve University.

In 1947, he married Lois Levy. She died in 2018. In addition to his son Thomas, he is survived by another son, Jeffrey; a daughter, Laura; five grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Under Fermi's tutelage at the University of Chicago, Dr. Garwin earned a master's degree in 1948 and a doctorate in 1949, scoring the highest marks on doctoral exams ever recorded by the university. He then joined the faculty, but at Fermi's urging  spent his summers at the Los Alamos lab, where his H-bomb work unfolded.

After retiring in 1993, Dr. Garwin chaired the State Department's Arms Control and Nonproliferation Advisory Board until 2001. He served in 1998 on the Commission to Assess the Ballistic Missile Threat to the United States.

Dr. Garwin's home in Scarsdale is not far from his longtime base at the I.B.M. Watson Labs, which had moved in 1970 from Columbia University to Yorktown Heights, in Westchester County.

He held faculty appointments at Harvard and Cornell as well as Columbia. He held 47 patents, wrote some 500 scientific research papers and wrote many books, including "Nuclear Weapons and World Politics" (1977, with David C. Gompert and Michael Mandelbaum), and "Megawatts and Megatons: A Turning Point in the Nuclear Age?" (2001, with Georges Charpak).

He was the subject of a biography, "True Genius: The Life and Work of Richard Garwin, the Most Influential Scientist You've Never Heard Of" (2017), by Joel N. Shurkin.

Dr. Garwin was the subject of a 2017 biography by Joel N. Shurkin. Dr. Garwin wrote many books himself. Prometheus


His many honors included the 2002 National Medal of Science, the nation's highest award for science and engineering achievements, given by President George W. Bush, and the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian award, bestowed by President Barack Obama in 2016.

"Ever since he was a Cleveland kid tinkering with his father's movie projectors, he's never met a problem he didn't want to solve," Mr. Obama said in a lighthearted introduction at the White House. "Reconnaissance satellites, the M.R.I., GPS technology, the touch-screen -- all bear his fingerprints. He even patented a mussel washer for shellfish -- that I haven't used. The other stuff I have."

William J. Broad and Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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A Fitness Fad. With Guns.

The Tactical Games attracts thrill seekers and firearms enthusiasts with its combination of CrossFit-style workouts and military role-play.

Video: 



By Calum Marsh
Photographs and Video by Bridget Bennett
Reporting from Reno, Nev.


Apr 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM

A slurry of snow and sleet was battering the Nevada Firearms Academy and Range, a rugged expanse of dry soil and sagebrush about 25 miles outside downtown Reno. It's rarely so cold in this part of the high desert basin -- hovering in the high 30s just past dawn on a Saturday morning -- and it almost never snows in April. But for the roughly 200 men and women arriving for the weekend's Tactical Games, the inhospitable weather only added to the experience.

A brawny man decked out in camo fatigues and body armor laughed as he wiped mud from his AR-15-style rifle, saying he could not tell if it had become colder or if he'd just gotten wetter.

The Tactical Games is a multiday competition that tests fitness and marksmanship, often simultaneously. Competitors, outfitted in military gear and wearing 15-pound weighted tactical vests, spend two days sprinting, climbing, jumping, lifting barbells and shooting, all while enduring the elements -- usually the extreme heat and humidity of Texas, Arizona or South Carolina, but sometimes, as on this weekend in Nevada, a wet desert squall.

One event finds the competitors heaving 80-pound sandbags over obstacles and clambering over a 6-foot wall. Another has them burning calories on stationary bikes before throwing themselves to the ground and taking precision shots at targets on a distant hill. It's part "American Gladiators," part Call of Duty.

Contestants like Ryan Morrison, left, and Tim Hilborn wear weighted tactical vests during the two-day competition.


Josiah Ness tossed a weighted bag over his head in one of the events.

The vests of participants like Prince Fajardo were decorated with various slogans and patches that are meaningful to them.


Founded in 2018 by Tim Burke, a 23-year veteran of the U.S. Army and a former Green Beret, the competition was originally designed as a relatively simple way to test accuracy under fatigue: When your heart rate is elevated from physical exertion, it can become harder to concentrate and more difficult to aim a gun.

"Anybody can stand on the range and shoot accurately at rest," Mr. Burke said in an interview in 2021. "But if we get your heart rate and your respiration rates up, and now we ask you to do a fine motor skill. That's where talent, that's where skill sets get built."

The tournament has evolved over the years, with a renewed emphasis on the spectacle of a challenging, adrenaline-pumping sport. All weekend long, Limp Bizkit songs blared over loudspeakers as spectators -- mainly the families of the competitors -- whooped and hollered, cheering on the athletes as they grunted and groaned through grueling ordeals.

The sport is still immersed in the world of military and law enforcement, with many competitors hailing from the Armed Forces, Homeland Security, various local police departments and even the Federal Bureau of Investigation. And while it has expanded beyond that core group, almost everyone who participates, as Nick Thayer, the owner of Games, put it, are "people who do real work for a living," like firefighters, teachers and nurses.

The event in Nevada had particularly poor weather, adding an extra level of difficulty.


Mr. Thayer, a United States Coast Guard veteran with a background in field engineering, discovered the Tactical Games as a competitor in 2020, and was instantly addicted. "I thought it was the coolest thing I'd ever seen," he said, adding an expletive for emphasis.

The company changed ownership a number of times in its early iterations, and Mr. Thayer took over, first as president in 2022 and then as owner the next year. His wife, Amanda, also works for the company, and the two now run more than a dozen weekend-long events in cities across the United States. They will host an event in Poland this September, and Mr. Thayer said they planned to expand further next year.

"The last time we came to Nevada, we had flooding," he said as he walked the grounds in the rain. "We can't catch a break here."

The Tactical Games' approach to fitness is reminiscent of Hyrox, the popular fitness race in Europe that has been gaining popularity in the United States. Like Hyrox, the Tactical Games borrows movements from CrossFit, including barbell cleans, rowing, biking, running and deadlifts, and is ideally suited to athletes with a broad base of fitness. Many of the people competing in Nevada this weekend trained at CrossFit gyms, and Mr. Thayer himself was a CrossFit coach in New Orleans for seven years. (He said he expressed interest in partnering with CrossFit in 2023, but nothing came of it.)

Video: 

Many of the events, outside of the shooting, will look familiar to people who have watched CrossFit competitions.

One of this weekend's participants was Pat Nuanez, a 60-year-old product manager for a defense contractor who heard about the Tactical Games in 2021, when someone at his CrossFit gym urged him to give it a try. He knew it would be up his alley. "I worked as a cop for a little while, and I love guns," he said, speaking up to be heard over the incessant sound of rifle and pistol fire. "I went in with a heavy plate carrier, the wrong gear, an ancient rifle, iron sights, my old police gun -- and I loved it." Since then, he's participated in 10 events.

The Tactical Games has role-play elements, with participants crawling around in the dirt in fatigues and body armor, and the competitions also give firearms enthusiasts a chance to nerd out and show off their expensive gear. The event's former slogan was "the closest thing to war without getting shot at," though that kind of language has been toned down in an effort to make the experience seem a little less extreme.

Like shoot-em-up games and paintball matches, the Tactical Games taps into an enduring mystique: It makes being a soldier feel like an irresistible thrill.

But it is Mr. Thayer's ambition that the role-playing aspect of the Tactical Games is the sugar that helps competitors swallow their medicine: The goal is for cops and soldiers to exercise more.

Nick Thayer competed in his first Tactical Games in 2020. He became the organization's president in 2022 and took over as owner the next year.


"The more we can get them interested in health and wellness, the better," he said. Healthier cops, in Mr. Thayer's view, make smarter and safer decisions in the field.

Ehea Schuerch, a corrections officer from Washington who works in bookings at the Spokane County Jail, came to the Tactical Games through functional fitness, having competed at the CrossFit Games. She agreed with Mr. Thayer that the skills she honed at the competition were transferable to her day job, and she said that she was always urging "cops from surrounding departments to get into this because they'll get 10 times better at their jobs than they ever thought they'd be."

But, Ms. Schuerch added, the Tactical Games can also be good for civilians -- especially women. "This is opening up a whole new world to women," she said. "I didn't grow up around guns, and if I hadn't worked in corrections, I probably wouldn't have done this. But now I can go to my girlfriends and be like, 'Hey, want me to teach you something?' It's empowering."

Mr. Thayer said he hopes the event will help its participants get in better shape. "The more we can get them interested in health and wellness, the better," he said.


Clearing obstacles while carrying firearms presents a unique challenge as compared with other endurance events.

Michele Aikin was one of numerous women competing at the event. Ehea Schuerch, a corrections officer from Washington, called the Tactical Games, "empowering."


Mr. Thayer said the early days of the Tactical Games had a somewhat Wild West approach to the marksmanship component. "It was probably one of the most unsafe things you've ever seen," he said with a laugh, describing an easygoing atmosphere in which competitors would walk around with loaded guns and point firearms at one another. The present-day iteration is a lot less cavalier, with gun safety being the organization's top priority and disqualifications happening even for seemingly minor infractions.

During an interview in his trailer, Mr. Thayer took a phone call from one of the other organizers who wanted a ruling on whether someone should be disqualified: A competitor had moved to draw a pistol before the charge line at one of the stations, but was stopped by a range officer before it was taken out.

"The last time we came to Nevada, we had flooding," Mr. Thayer said as he walked the grounds in the rain. "We can't catch a break here."


That competitor was allowed to stay, as no infraction had been committed, but five others were not so lucky: In the heat of the moment, eager to win, they drew too soon. "These guys tried to shave a second or two off their time," one of the organizers warned a later heat before an event station. "And now they're no longer competing this weekend."

Even with its focus on safety, the very nature of the Tactical Games, which highlights firearms and unapologetic militarism, can feel politically charged. Asked about that, Mr. Thayer was somewhat evasive. "I wouldn't say that was a concern," he said. "We are apolitical as a sport. Obviously, I'm a huge advocate for the Second Amendment. But not just gun ownership -- responsible gun ownership." He repeatedly emphasized that the community was open-minded and welcoming to people of different political stripes.

Video: 

The various events include barbell cleans, rowing, biking, running and deadlifts, and is ideally suited to athletes with a broad base of fitness.

Still, the impression of a certain kind of American bravado was hard to ignore. Two members of the U.S. Border Patrol manned a recruitment booth throughout the weekend and at previous events, the Army had recruiting desks set up, too. "You get young people that are motivated and willing to go out and do hard stuff -- that's kind of a great candidate pool for them," Mr. Thayer said.

But the community itself was, as Mr. Thayer promised, kind and welcoming -- the overall vibe was of a family barbecue, and despite the lousy weather, everyone was in good spirits.

"The name can be deceiving," Ms. Schuerch said. "Tactical Games sounds aggressive, but it's a really chill, good community. Quality people."

Bob Porzio, a 59-year-old doctor from California, echoed the sentiment. "There's no group of people I'd rather have in my foxhole," he said.

The early days of the Games had a cavalier approach to firearms, but gun safety is now the organization's top priority.

Military gear is prevalent, but there is plenty of standard gym gear as well.


The event's former slogan was "the closest thing to war without getting shot at," though that kind of language has been toned down in recent years.


The sun finally started to peek out from behind voluminous gray clouds late in the afternoon on Sunday, as the Games drew to a close and the awards for the top competitors were handed out. (The winners received new rifles.) Though still chilly, the grounds remained busy with people volunteering to help break things down in what felt like one last rallying cry of camaraderie.

"I have a question, Nick," one of the competitors asked loudly as the day came to an end. "What is it with the Tactical Games and Nevada and crazy weather?"

Mr. Thayer cracked a charismatic smile. "We're never coming back," he laughed.
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The Small, Tight-Knit Religious Order That Molded Pope Leo XIV

The Order of St. Augustine, with fewer than 3,000 members, shaped the man who would become a cardinal, and then pope to the world's Roman Catholics.

Pope Leo XIV on Monday during an audience with representatives of the news media at the Vatican. Tiziana Fabi/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Patricia Mazzei and Matthew Mpoke Bigg
Reporting from Rome


May 13, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The cellphone of the leader of the Order of St. Augustine, the Rev. Alejandro Moral Anton, buzzed for what seemed like the hundredth time, and he jumped. He had been up since 2:30 a.m. fielding calls, trying to explain to people across the globe how his order, the one that formed Pope Leo XIV, would shape the papacy.

This time, it was his dentist. He had missed an appointment.

"You know what's happening?" he told the dentist on Monday afternoon in Rome. "The new pope is an Augustinian!"

The world's sudden interest in the small order of fewer than 3,000 members had forced Father Moral Anton, an affable, 69-year-old Spaniard, to distill Augustinians' principles and spiritual ideals to their essence, he said in an interview. Charity, truth and unity, he recited in Latin and translated into Spanish.

Pope Leo, formerly Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, is an American with Peruvian citizenship, but his identity may have been most deeply molded by his connection to the Augustinians, which began when he was 14 and led to his ordination in 1982 as an Augustinian priest. He moved to Peru as an Augustinian missionary and eventually ran the order for 12 years from Rome. In that position, he developed extensive international connections that helped raise his profile last week in the conclave of cardinals who elected him.

As the first Augustinian friar to become pope, Leo is expected by Augustinians to emphasize missionary outreach and the importance of listening widely before making decisions, both central to the Augustinian way of life.

"The Holy Father will certainly be inspired by this search for communion and dialogue," said Pierantonio Piatti, a historian of Augustinians with the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences, a Vatican office. That would mesh with the concept of "synodality," fulfilling Francis' vision of a church that brings bishops and lay people together to make big decisions.

"The other great element of Augustinian spirituality," Dr. Piatti added, is a "search for balance between action and contemplation, between contemplation and action."

In part because of their small size, Augustinian priests are a tight-knit community around the world, and many have encountered Leo over the years.

"Even when we disagree on something like politics, we have no trouble talking to one another," said Father Allan Fitzgerald, 84, an Augustinian priest and longtime professor at Villanova University, northwest of Philadelphia, which Leo graduated from in 1977. "I think we are, in some ways, an image of the U.S. There is certainly a whole swath of us that is to one side and to the other. Even if we can't talk directly about politics, we are still able to talk about things that matter."

The order was founded in 1244, when Pope Innocent IV united groups of hermits in service to the church as a community of friars. The group committed to a lifestyle of poverty, along with a mix of contemplation and pastoral service.

Augustinians take their name from one of Christianity's most important early theologians, Augustine, the Bishop of Hippo, who was born in what is now Algeria in the fourth century. He is perhaps most famous for an autobiographical work called "Confessions," which in part details his conversion to Christianity after an immoral youth.

A message from the Augustinians Across the World Foundation near the Vatican on Friday. The order has fewer than 3,000 members globally. Murad Sezer/Reuters


The order's place in the broader Roman Catholic Church was threatened by one of its most prominent 16th-century members, Martin Luther, whose calls for reform in the church ended up leading to the Protestant Reformation.

Augustine also wrote a guide to religious life that became the cornerstone of the Augustinian order. Its members commit to "live together in harmony, being of one mind and one heart on the way to God." Leo's new coat of arms reflects that heritage, displaying the Latin motto "In illo uno unum," or "In the One, we are one."

Augustinians are generally far less known compared with larger groups like the Jesuits and Franciscans. Part of that has to do with the personality and style of the orders, Father Fitzgerald said.

"If you are a Jesuit, you are very good at telling people who you are," he said. "Augustinians are not great at telling people who we are. I think it is unusual for us to be self-promoting."

In the years after he became head, or prior general, of the order in 2001, Leo tried to share on a global stage the ideas and practices for missionary outreach that he had developed in Peru.

He outlined his theological underpinnings in a speech in Rome in 2023. Mission is a means of carrying out the church's fundamental duty of evangelization, he said. Without this perspective, charity work by the church becomes little more than "humanitarian action," which, while important, will not be distinctively Christian.

"On the contrary, when we help each other to constantly remind ourselves that our primary mission is evangelization, it does not matter whether our resources are small or large because the fundamental thing is already given," he said.

"To evangelize means, among other things, to be willing to leave the comfort zones, the comfortable bourgeois life," he said, in an apparent nod to his life-changing decision to leave his life in the United States for a missionary posting in northwestern Peru in 1985. That background appears to have figured in the cardinals' deliberations during the conclave, since missionary outreach was a key element of Francis' vision.

Leo once told the Italian broadcaster RAI that he had met "my religious family, the Augustinians," as a teenager, prompting his decision to leave Chicago for an Augustinian junior-seminary boarding school in Michigan. There, he said, he got to learn about "the importance of friendship, the importance of life in community."

"I believe it is very important to promote communion in the church," Leo explained in 2023 to Vatican News. "As an Augustinian, for me promoting unity and communion is fundamental."

On Saturday, Leo made an unannounced visit to Our Lady of Good Counsel in Genazzano, an Augustinian sanctuary outside Rome. On Monday, he invoked St. Augustine in remarks to journalists gathered in Vatican City, saying that the present times were challenging, difficult to navigate and not easy to recount to the public.

"They demand that each one of us, in our different roles and services, never give in to mediocrity," he said. "St. Augustine reminds of this when he said: 'Let us live well and the times will be good. We are the times.'"

The pope in front of the international news media on Monday. As the first Augustinian friar to become pope, Leo is expected by Augustinians to emphasize missionary outreach and the importance of listening widely before making decisions. Domenico Stinellis/Associated Press


He cited one of the saint's sermons that alluded to how people can choose to make the most of tough circumstances, Father Moral Anton said: "We are the ones who have to live a good life to change the times."

"We need to stop and reflect," he added. "Because we live well, we eat well, we have pleasures, but are you happy? And people say, 'I'm not happy.' Let's look, then, at where happiness lies -- within -- and then change."

Father Moral Anton, who missed his dental appointment on Monday, was sitting in a small room in the Augustinian College of St. Monica, on a hillside across the street from St. Peter's Basilica, where the new pope has played tennis for years on a court with a view of the iconic dome. Father Moral Anton and Leo, who are the same age, studied together in the college decades ago; the father was Leo's deputy when he ran the order and succeeded him in the top job.

In the days since Leo became pope, Augustinian friars have shared stories of meeting him during his past travels. One vicar in Kenya sent Father Moral Anton photos of a trip he and Leo took to the African country many years ago.

"Being an Augustinian means being pretty open," Father Moral Anton said, adding that, compared to other orders, theirs does not have "very rigid norms."

"It's about eternal friendship, friends, wanting to walk with friends and find truth with friends," he said. "Wanting to live in the world, to live life -- but with friends, with people who love you, with whom you love."

"It is not always something you find," he added, "but, well, that's the ideal."

Emma Bubola, Elizabeth Dias and Jason Horowitz contributed reporting.
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After 38 Years in Prison for Murder, British Man Is Freed by New DNA Evidence

Peter Sullivan was found guilty of a brutal killing in 1987. But an appeals court overturned his conviction on Tuesday and ordered his immediate release.

Lord Justice Timothy Holroyde was one of three judges presiding over the hearing on Tuesday at the Court of Appeal in London, where Peter Sullivan's conviction was overturned. Press Association, via Getty Images



By Stephen Castle
Reporting from London


May 13, 2025 at 06:54 PM

A British man who served 38 years in prison for murder had his conviction overturned on Tuesday after forensic evidence from the crime scene was tested and found not to match his DNA.

The man, Peter Sullivan, 68, is thought to be the victim of the country's longest miscarriage of justice involving a living prisoner. The judgment follows the emergence of several other wrongful convictions in recent years, casting a shadow over the reputation of Britain's criminal justice system and raising grave questions about the credibility of the appeals process.

Mr. Sullivan was imprisoned after the killing in August 1986 of Diane Sindall, 21, who suffered a frenzied sexual attack in Birkenhead, near Liverpool, as she made her way home from a pub where she also worked.

After DNA evidence was presented in the case, the Court of Appeal overturned Mr. Sullivan's conviction.

"In the light of that evidence, it is impossible to regard the appellant's conviction as safe," said Timothy Holroyde, one of three judges presiding over the hearing. "We quash the conviction," he added, ordering that Mr. Sullivan be released from custody.

Appearing via a video link from prison in Wakefield, West Yorkshire, Mr. Sullivan broke down in tears and held his hand over his mouth as he was told he would be freed, the BBC reported.

In a statement read by his lawyer, Sarah Myatt, on his behalf after the ruling, Mr. Sullivan said, "What happened to me was very wrong, but it does not detract or minimize that all of this happened off the back of a heinous and most terrible loss of life." He added: "I am not angry; I am not bitter. I am simply anxious to return to my loved ones and family as I've got to make the most of what is left of the existence I am granted in this world."

Diane Sindall was killed in 1986 at the age of 21. Merseyside Police


Mr. Sullivan's wrongful imprisonment will intensify the debate over the reliability of Britain's Criminal Cases Review Commission, which is responsible for investigating possible miscarriages of justice.

In 2023, Andrew Malkinson, who spent 17 years in prison for a rape he did not commit, was freed after years of protesting his innocence.

James Burley, who led the investigation into Mr. Malkinson's case by a charity, Appeal, said in a statement on Tuesday, "Peter Sullivan's exoneration today after nearly four decades of wrongful imprisonment provides further evidence that our current appeals system cannot be trusted to swiftly identify and rectify miscarriages of justice."

Ms. Sindall, who was a florist and was engaged to be married, was attacked while walking to a gas station in Bebington, Merseyside, after her van broke down just after midnight.

Twelve hours later, a member of the public discovered Ms. Sindall's body in an alleyway. She had been sexually assaulted and suffered extensive injuries. The cause of death was established as a cerebral hemorrhage following multiple blows.

The hunt for her killer gained nationwide attention and, because of the brutality of the assault, tabloid newspapers referred to Mr. Sullivan after his conviction as the "Beast of Birkenhead."

Mr. Sullivan applied in 2008 for his case to be reviewed by the Criminal Cases Review Commission, but his application was rejected. He applied for permission to appeal in 2019, but that, too, was turned down.

After another application was lodged in 2021, the commission decided that, because of technological advances, it was worth testing the semen samples preserved from the crime scene in 1986. They did not match Mr. Sullivan's DNA.

The police, who have since reopened their investigation into the case, say that more than 260 other men have since been screened and eliminated from their inquiry.

"Our thoughts remain with the family and friends of Diane Sindall who continue to mourn her loss and will have to endure the implications of this new development so many years after her murder," Detective Chief Superintendent Karen Jaundrill of the Merseyside Police said in a statement on Tuesday. "We are committed to doing everything within our power to find whom the DNA, which was left at the scene, belongs to."

After his arrest, Mr. Sullivan was initially denied legal representation and confessed to the murder before retracting it. He has long protested his innocence, a factor that makes it harder to get parole.

In a statement, the Criminal Cases Review Commission said that "the new DNA evidence that has led to Mr. Sullivan's conviction being quashed could not have been available when we first considered his case," which, it said, justified its decision not to send this case back to the courts in 2008.

It added, "However, we do regret that we were not able to identify Mr. Sullivan's conviction as a potential miscarriage of justice in our first review."
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India and Pakistan Swap Detained Soldiers as Cease-Fire Holds

India exchanged a Pakistani paramilitary fighter for a border security guard that Pakistan had held for weeks. Each officer had been detained before the countries' military skirmish started.

Indian Border Security Force soldiers attending a ceremony on Monday for a constable killed in the conflict with Pakistan. Atul Loke for The New York Times



By Suhasini Raj
Reporting from New Delhi


May 14, 2025 at 12:12 PM

India and Pakistan exchanged detained soldiers on Wednesday in a further sign that the cease-fire that ended the most expansive fighting in decades between the nuclear-armed countries was holding.

The exchange happened at the Attari-Wagah border, the main land crossing between India and Pakistan. The Indian Border Security Force said that one of its soldiers had been returned after three weeks of detention. A Pakistani official said that an Indian border guard had been handed over in return for a member of the Pakistani Rangers, a paramilitary force, who had been in Indian custody for almost two weeks.

Each soldier had ventured into the other's country inadvertently and had been detained in the days leading up to the military confrontation this past week, during which India struck targets inside Pakistan as retaliation for a terrorist attack in April in the Indian part of Kashmir. India blames that attack, which killed 26 civilians, on Pakistan, though Pakistan has denied involvement.

The strikes quickly escalated to an intense, four-day military confrontation between the neighboring countries, the like of which had not been seen in decades. The United States helped broker a cease-fire on Saturday.

A sense of normalcy has begun to return on both sides of the border in the days since the truce. Commercial flights have resumed, and Kashmiris have started returning to homes damaged during the confrontation.
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Beyond Tariff Truce, China Readies for a Rocky Time With U.S.

Beijing is trying to win over other countries with vows of economic cooperation. But it won't back down from its territorial claims, experts predict.

Xi Jinping, China's leader, waiting for President Trump to arrive for talks in Osaka, Japan, in 2019. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Chris Buckley



May 14, 2025 at 05:02 AM

Even as the United States and China take steps to rein in their trade war, Beijing is preparing for broader rivalry with Washington to continue. For China, that means its search for economic and diplomatic opportunities across Asia is unlikely to soften its tough line on its regional territorial claims and military competition.

Both sides have agreed to temporarily cut the startlingly high tariffs they had imposed on each other's goods. But the tariff truce will not allay other grievances that Beijing has with Washington, such as over a Pentagon vow to shift military forces to Asia and the Pacific, and the continuing efforts to limit China's access to advanced technology.

The climb-down on tariffs may open the way to a call, and a summit, between President Trump and China's top leader, Xi Jinping. But Mr. Trump's high tariffs have already weakened guarded hopes in Beijing that Mr. Xi could appeal to Mr. Trump's deal-maker side, said experts who have spoken to Chinese officials and policy advisers. While Beijing will vigorously pursue opportunities in talks with the Trump administration, it will steel for a possible flare-up of tensions -- repeating the pattern of relations during Mr. Trump's first term.

"I think it validates Beijing's view that it was correct to take a dark view of U.S. intentions -- and prepare for the eventuality of a second trade war with the policies it has pursued in the years since the first trade war" during Mr. Trump's first term, said Jonathan Czin, the Michael H. Armacost Chair in Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, who formerly worked in the Central Intelligence Agency analyzing Chinese politics.

"My suspicion is that Beijing sees this as a tactical retreat by the U.S. rather than a more fundamental shift away from hostility toward the Chinese Communist Party," Mr. Czin said of the tariff pause agreed in Geneva.

Mr. Trump announcing reciprocal tariffs at the White House last month. The announcements have squelched earlier, guarded hopes in Beijing that China's top leader, Xi Jinping, could appeal to Mr. Trump's deal-maker side. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


President Trump's tariffs on much of the world have given Mr. Xi an opportunity to present China as a friendly, trustworthy alternative, a theme that he promoted during a recent visit to Vietnam, Cambodia and Malaysia and meetings this week with Latin American leaders.

But China's emerging approach to the Trump era also includes flexing its power: basically, telling other governments, especially in Asia, not to expect Beijing to hold back its regional claims and ambitions.

On the same day that Washington and Beijing announced their truce on tariffs, a Chinese government policy-setting document warned that "external forces" posed increasing "threats to China's frontier regions, border areas, and security in its surrounding areas."

"The Asia-Pacific region has become a focus of contestation between major powers," said the Chinese national security white paper issued on Monday. "Certain countries have been strengthening their military alliances in the Asia-Pacific, courting regional partners, forming exclusionary 'cliques'," it said, in a reference to the United States and its partners.

"Sure, it will continue to try to leverage the upheaval in Washington's trade policy by presenting itself as a beacon of stability and predictability," Richard McGregor, a senior fellow for East Asia at the Lowy Institute in Sydney, said of China. "But it will not relent in pressing its claims in the multiple sovereignty disputes it has with its maritime neighbors."

Early this month, a Chinese Coast Guard helicopter flew into airspace near disputed islands also claimed, and controlled, by Japan, an escalation in long-running friction over the islands, called Diaoyu by China and Senkaku by Japan. China said it was responding to a provocative flight over the islands by a Japanese plane.

U.S. and Philippine troops during joint military exercises in Aparri, Philippines, this month. Ezra Acayan/Getty Images


This month, too, China's Coast Guard landed on Sandy Cay, a sliver of sand in the disputed South China Sea that is also claimed by the Philippines. Their action came days before the United States and the Philippines began annual joint military exercises in the Philippines.

Above all, the Chinese government remains on edge over Taiwan, the democratically governed island that Beijing claims as its territory. In early April, the People's Liberation Army held exercises around Taiwan to practice imposing a blockade.

China's leaders saw no contradiction in their mix of sweet talk and hardball actions, said Julian Gewirtz, a former senior China policy official at the White House and State Department during the Biden administration.

"They believe it is precisely the moment to set the relationship with China's neighbors -- particularly those that they worry have grown too close with Washington -- on more advantageous terms," Mr. Gewirtz said. "It is a moment when they believe those states' ability to push back is diminished and where China's leaders can say 'We can, yes, offer economic and technology deals and other incentives. But we also can continue to push on our territorial claims.' And those two things coexist very comfortably in their minds."

Rifts have opened up between the United States and many traditional allies, especially in Europe. But so far, Mr. Trump's policies have not shaken traditional U.S. alliances in Asia and the Pacific to the same degree. Marco Rubio attended a meeting with foreign ministers from India, Japan and Australia on his first full day as Secretary of State. Mr. Trump and Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba of Japan issued a joint statement that mentioned their shared concerns about Chinese threats to Taiwan.

A public screen broadcasting news about China's military drills around Taiwan, in Beijing, China, last month. Experts predict China will not relent in pressing its claims in the multiple sovereignty disputes it has with its maritime neighbors. Adek Berry/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"There is continuity here in this region -- with Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, Australia," Ely Ratner, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs under President Biden, said of alliance ties under Mr. Trump.

"Both sides, the U.S. and its Asian partners, are trying to silo off their defense and security relationship from the trade and tariff environment," said Mr. Ratner, now a principal at the Marathon Initiative, a group that studies U.S. competition with China and other rivals. "The challenge now for Beijing is that most of America's allies view China as their primary national security threat."

China has cheered the dismantling of the office overseeing the Voice of America and other agencies promoting democracy and human rights under Mr. Trump.

But Mr. Xi and other Chinese leaders had a dim view of the United States' intentions well before Mr. Trump entered politics. And in Mr. Trump's first term, shows of bonhomie between him and Mr. Xi gave way to a trade war, then an agreement that faltered, with Washington accusing China of not honoring its side of the bargain. There was also acrimony over the origins of Covid, U.S. controls on technology exports, and each sides' military aims.

This time, the mutual back down on tariffs will not dispel deep distrust between China and the United States, said Shen Dingli, a scholar of international relations in Shanghai. If both sides keep dialing back on their trade disputes, relations may improve for a year or two, but then are likely to worsen again, Mr. Shen said, "because we have too many points of disagreement."
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News ANalysis


Militant's Death Would Be Blow to Hamas, but May Have Limited Long-Term Consequences

Israel tried to kill Muhammad Sinwar, a key Hamas leader in Gaza. If confirmed, his death would deprive the group of another top commander, but it might not lead to a strategic shift.

Hamas fighters at a handover of hostages in Gaza in February. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times



By Patrick Kingsley and Adam Rasgon
Reporting from Jerusalem


May 14, 2025 at 11:05 AM

The assassination of Muhammad Sinwar, the influential Hamas leader whom Israel tried to kill on Tuesday in an airstrike, would be a major tactical success for Israel but its long-term significance is unclear.  The group has survived for decades despite Israel's systematic assassination of its leaders.

Mr. Sinwar, whose fate is unknown, is considered one of Hamas's top military commanders in Gaza. He is the younger brother of Yahya Sinwar, an architect of Hamas's deadly attack on Israel in October 2023, whom Israeli troops killed last year. Israeli and Middle Eastern officials have concluded that Mr. Sinwar is one of the biggest obstacles to a new cease-fire in Gaza: They say he is among the Hamas officials most opposed to relinquishing the group's arsenal -- an Israeli precondition for any long-term truce.

Mr. Sinwar is powerful but he is just one of several senior Hamas military leaders in Gaza, and far from the only one opposed to concessions to Israel. His killing would undermine the group, analysts said, but might not change Hamas's strategic outlook and operational abilities, or soften Israel's uncompromising approach to cease-fire negotiations.

"If confirmed, his death would definitely be another big blow to Hamas -- many of their senior military and political leaders have been killed, and Hamas can't replace all of them," said Mkhaimar Abusada, a political scientist from Gaza.

"But I'm not sure if his death will lead to a compromise with Israel, and it might even backfire, if his successor turns out to be even more radical than Sinwar," he added. "Hamas is not a one-man show and its negotiations with Israel still depend on a collective decision."

The site of an Israeli airstrike near the European Hospital in Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. Mariam Dagga/Associated Press


Mr. Sinwar's death would also be unlikely to change Israeli battlefield calculations. Israel's aims extend far beyond killing specific commanders, as it seeks "total victory" over Hamas, even if Israeli leaders have struggled to define what that means.

For decades, Hamas has weathered the assassinations of scores of its top leaders, repeatedly proving that its survival does not depend on any single individual. That has again proved true during this war. In addition to Yahya Sinwar, Israel has killed other leaders, including Ismail Haniyeh and Muhammad Deif -- but failed to defeat Hamas as a military and governing force.

If anything, Hamas has become more intransigent in the immediate aftermath of major assassinations. The group has been reluctant to display weakness, even if it has sometimes become more malleable in cease-fire talks several months later.

After Israel killed Mr. Haniyeh, a top Hamas negotiator, last July, American and Palestinian officials said that it had had a harmful effect on talks over a truce. After the killing of Yahya Sinwar, Hamas said his death had strengthened its resolve and pledged to continue along the same path. Yet three months later, the group agreed to a truce, after concessions from both Hamas and Israel.

That mutual compromise points to another reason Mr. Sinwar's death could have limited long-term consequences: The war's trajectory is as dependent on Israel as it is on Hamas.

Israel seeks either a temporary truce to free more of the roughly 60 hostages still held in Gaza or a permanent deal that guarantees Hamas's defeat. But Hamas opposes both scenarios, so the war will likely drag on unless Israel softens its position. Israel has already pledged to vastly expand its military operations in Gaza in the coming days.

For some, that makes Israel a bigger obstacle to a cease-fire than Hamas. The main problem in Gaza is "not who leads Hamas," said Ahmad Jamil Azem, a Palestinian political scientist at Qatar University. "The insistence of the Israeli government to continue the war is the actual problem."

Ismail Haniyeh, a Hamas leader, was killed by Israel last year.  Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Even without Mr. Sinwar, Hamas still has experienced commanders in Gaza, including Izz al-Din al-Haddad, who oversees Hamas's brigades in northern Gaza, and Muhammad Shabaneh, a senior officer in southern Gaza.

Despite big losses, Hamas has also been able to replace slain members of its lower ranks. A recent Israeli intelligence assessment suggested that Hamas had more than 20,000 fighters -- roughly the same as before the war -- despite thousands being killed since October 2023.

Hamas also fired a barrage of rockets at southern Israel on Tuesday night, one of its largest bursts in months. The attack highlighted that Hamas retains some short-range projectiles and launchers to force Israelis into air raid shelters at a few seconds' notice.

A senior Middle Eastern intelligence official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive security matters, said that Hamas still has a strategic network of tunnels under parts of Gaza City. The official also said that Hamas's military intelligence unit had survived the war without significant damage and continued to play a major role in maintaining Hamas's grip on power.

Hamas seeks to turn the war into a stalemate, and to survive as a movement. Those two relatively modest targets allow it to weather a high level of carnage and bloodshed.

In contrast, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu seeks Hamas's total defeat, as well as the return of the hostages held by the group, both living and dead. Israeli generals have long concluded that these two goals are mutually incompatible.

Ibrahim Dalalsha, a Palestinian political analyst, said that Israel's strategic incoherence "strongly suggests that this, too, will become just another footnote -- rather than a transformative turning point."
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Israeli Airstrikes Kill Dozens in Northern Gaza Overnight, Health Officials Say

Israel on Wednesday ordered residents to flee parts of Gaza City ahead of more attacks.

Bodies at the Indonesian Hospital in the town of Beit Lahia in northern Gaza on Wednesday. The facility's director said the hospital received dozens of casualties from overnight strikes. Bashar Taleb/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Aaron Boxerman and Abu Bakr Bashir
Reporting from Jerusalem and London


May 14, 2025 at 12:15 PM

Israeli strikes killed dozens of Palestinians in northern Gaza overnight, Palestinian health officials said on Wednesday, as Israel threatens to ramp up its military campaign in the enclave despite mounting international pressure.

The bodies of more than 50 people killed overnight had arrived at the Indonesian Hospital by noon on Wednesday, according to Marwan Sultan, director of the medical facility in the town of Beit Lahia. He said children were among the dead and that dozens more people had been injured.

Gaza's health ministry also said that about 70 people had been killed on Wednesday, without specifying where.Gaza health officials do not distinguish between combatants and civilians when reporting death tolls.

Israel has been threatening a massive escalation across the Gaza Strip in an attempt to force Hamas to surrender and release the remaining hostages it has held for more than 18 months. The plan, as described by Israeli leaders, would displace many Gazans who, in some cases, have been forced from their homes or temporary shelters several times since the start of the war.

On Wednesday, the Israeli military said in a statement that its forces had struck Hamas and Islamic Jihad militants in northern Gaza, adding that it had sought to mitigate harm to civilians. An Israeli military spokesman warned Gazans in parts of the enclave's north to flee in the face of an impending attack after rockets were fired at Israeli territory.

Odai Daama, a 23-year-old from Jabaliya -- within the evacuation zone -- said he had not seen the Israeli announcement because he did not have an internet connection. Around midnight, the strikes began, "hitting houses around us," he said.

Later that afternoon, the Israeli military ordered Palestinians to flee parts of Gaza City, warning of impending Israeli attacks. The military also published a graphic that appeared to threaten the Al Shifa medical center, a major hospital, saying that Hamas was using it for "terrorist activity." Hospital officials later said Israel informed them they did not need to leave for now. 

Montaser Bahja, a teacher sheltering in an apartment just south of the evacuation zone, breathed a sigh of relief when he saw that his neighborhood might be spared -- at least for now. Like many Gazans, he has been displaced multiple times during the war. His home in the northern city of Jabaliya, he said, is a heap of rubble.

"We can't flee again. We just can't. We've fled from house to house and now we're here. It's enough," said Mr. Bahja. "We can only hope that our neighborhood stays safe."

The Trump administration has been seeking to broker an end to the 18-month war, which Palestinian health officials say has killed more than 50,000 people and brought the enclave to the brink of starvation.

The site of a strike in Jabaliya, in the northern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. Bashar Taleb/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


After Israel ended a two-month cease-fire with Hamas in March, Israeli forces resumed bombarding the Gaza Strip. Ground forces have also advanced deeper into the enclave, recapturing areas they had withdrawn from during the cease-fire.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has more recently threatened an "intensive" escalation in Gaza unless Hamas lays down its weapons and turns over the hostages it still holds. The Israeli military has called up thousands of additional soldiers to bolster the war effort, and the government has vowed to seize additional territory there until Hamas complies.

The leaders of Hamas have refused to disarm and have said that they will not free the remaining hostages unless Israel ends the war and withdraws from the Gaza Strip.

On Tuesday night, Israeli fighter jets bombarded the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis in an effort to kill Muhammad Sinwar, one of the group's top remaining military commanders. The Israeli military said it had targeted a Hamas complex underneath the European Hospital near Khan Younis.

Neither Israel nor Hamas have publicly commented on whether Mr. Sinwar was killed in the bombardment.

Israeli officials said they hoped eliminating Mr. Sinwar, one of Hamas's most intransigent negotiators, would make the group more flexible on the demands for a truce. But Israel has assassinated numerous Hamas leaders since the beginning of the war, without compelling the group to accept its terms.

Mr. Sinwar's older brother, Yahya Sinwar, led Hamas in Gaza and was one of the main planners of the Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel that ignited the war. After Yahya Sinwar was killed by Israeli forces last year, Muhammad Sinwar assumed a more prominent role inside the group.
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Strike on Hospital Highlights Israeli Attacks on Gaza Health System

Aid groups and U.N. investigations have accused Israel of aiming to destroy Gaza's health infrastructure. Israel says it is forced to strike hospitals it says are used by Hamas for military purposes.

Palestinians inspecting the site of an Israeli airstrike near the European Hospital in Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. Hatem Khaled/Reuters



By Patrick Kingsley
Reporting from Jerusalem


May 14, 2025 at 08:17 PM

Israel's strikes on a major hospital in southern Gaza on Tuesday, in a bid to kill a top Hamas commander, have drawn new attention to one of the war's most contentious issues: Israeli attacks on medical facilities, and Hamas's use of such sites for military purposes.

The attack on the European Gaza Hospital complex near Khan Younis killed at least six people, according to the Gazan medical authorities, and left several deep craters in and around the hospital grounds, according to video filmed at the site and verified by The New York Times.

In a separate set of attacks, Israeli strikes killed dozens of people in northern Gaza overnight, Palestinian health officials said on Wednesday.

Even in a war that has decimated Gaza's health sector, Israel has rarely launched as powerful an attack on a health complex as the one that damaged the European Gaza Hospital on Tuesday.

The Israeli military said it had been targeting a Hamas command center underneath the complex, and Israeli officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to divulge sensitive details said the specific target was Muhammad Sinwar, the senior Hamas commander.

Imad al-Hout, the hospital's director, said in a phone interview that the strikes -- which he said were conducted without warning -- had damaged walls and pipes, cut off the water supply, put the hospital out of service, and forced most of the 200 patients to evacuate. Dr. al-Hout denied that Hamas fighters operated inside the hospital complex, adding that he did not believe the group had dug tunnels beneath it, though he could not definitively rule it out.

For human rights campaigners and international watchdogs, attacks on medical facilities have fueled accusations that Israel is conducting a genocide against Palestinians in Gaza, in part by wrecking their health system.

Outside the European Hospital in Khan Younis on Tuesday. Mariam Dagga/Associated Press


By early May, the World Health Organization had recorded 686 attacks on health facilities in Gaza since the start of the war. Those attacks have damaged at least 33 of Gaza's 36 hospitals, according to the W.H.O., and at one point had rendered at least 19 of them inoperable; five have since returned to service. 

A United Nations committee of inquiry concluded last September that such attacks collectively constituted "a concerted policy to destroy the health-care system of Gaza."

For Israel and its defenders, who strongly deny the claims of genocide, such attacks are a necessary and legal response to Hamas's use of hospitals for military purposes. Israel says that Hamas routinely uses hospitals, and tunnels and shelters beneath them, as command centers, hiding places and weapons stores.

Hamas strongly denies it does so, but Israeli officials say the group has essentially turned Gaza's health sector into a civilian shield for military activity.

"The use of hospitals for terror purposes is one of Hamas' core operating methods," the Israeli military said in a post on its website, which a spokesman cited in lieu of a comment for this article. "The terror infrastructure in the hospitals is meant to ensure optimal protection for Hamas terrorists during times of war," it added.

Interviews with Hamas members and Israeli soldiers operating in Gaza, along with other evidence, have shown that Hamas has used some medical facilities to conceal entrances leading to its vast military tunnel network, store weapons and station militants. Palestinians have also reported seeing Hamas fighters operating within health facilities, both in this war and in previous conflicts.

Israeli commandos outside Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City last year. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times


In March, 2024, a group of militants made a last stand inside Al-Shifa, a major hospital in Gaza City, leading to a days-long battle with the Israeli military.

Under the international rules of conflict, hospitals are considered protected sites that should not be attacked except in rare circumstances. The use of a hospital for military purposes may make it a legitimate target, but only if the risk to civilians is proportional to the military advantage created by the attack. In addition, the law states that the attacking force must give advance warning of a strike on a hospital, which the Israeli military did not do before its strike at the European Gaza hospital.

"If Hamas uses a hospital to shield a military command and control center, that is a violation of international humanitarian law, and it can in principle mean that the hospital loses its automatic protection from attack," said Lawrence Hill-Cawthorne, an expert on the laws of armed conflict at the University of Bristol in England.

"But Israel is obligated under the Fourth Geneva Convention to give a warning before attacking the hospital to allow civilians to evacuate," Professor Hill-Cawthorne said. "And an attack would still be unlawful if it causes disproportionate civilian harm."

International law experts say that assessments of likely civilian harm must consider a strike's effect on a region's wider health system, rather than on only the affected hospital. In Gaza, where so many health centers are damaged or out of use, that makes it much harder to find legal justification for attacks on hospitals, according to Janina Dill, an expert on the laws of armed conflict at the University of Oxford.

"I struggle to see what anticipated military advantage could render any attack against a hospital in Gaza right now proportionate," Professor Dill said.

The Israeli military declined to comment on the lack of a warning before the strike on the European Gaza hospital. An Israeli military official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly, said that the military had assessed the legality of the strike and concluded that it was acting according to international law.

Aaron Boxerman, Aric Toler and Rawan Sheikh Ahmad contributed reporting.
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Trump Meets Syria's Leader After Vowing to Lift Sanctions on Ravaged Nation

"The sanctions were really crippling," President Trump said, before he traveled to Qatar, where he was given a lavish welcome.

A photo released by the Saudi government on Wednesday showing President Trump meeting with President Ahmed al-Shara of Syria in Riyadh. Bandar Aljaloud/Saudi Royal Palace, via Associated Press



By Luke Broadwater, Jonathan Swan, Ismaeel Naar and Neil MacFarquhar
Luke Broadwater and Jonathan Swan, who are traveling with the president, reported from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and Doha, Qatar; and Ismaeel Naar from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.


May 14, 2025 at 10:16 PM

President Trump, swiftly dismantling decades of U.S. government policy that treated Syria like a pariah, held an extraordinary meeting on Wednesday with its president, Ahmed al-Shara, the former leader of a rebel group designated as a terrorist organization by the American government.

The meeting, held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, at the urging of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, occurred a day after Mr. Trump announced that he was lifting sweeping sanctions against Syria, which Washington began imposing in 1979.

Mr. Trump, who has been known to assess people according to how they look, suggested that Mr. al-Shara, a rugged figure with a thick black beard who toppled the brutal Assad dynasty in December, had made a favorable impression.

"Young, attractive guy," Mr. Trump described him to the news media. "Tough guy. Strong past. Very strong past. Fighter."

"He's got a real shot at pulling it together," Mr. Trump said of Syria, adding, "It's a torn-up country."

The last meeting between the leaders of both countries occurred 25 years ago.

Mr. Trump spoke as he flew to Qatar, the second stop on his four-day, three-nation Middle East tour that will take him next to the United Arab Emirates. The Qataris, like the Saudis, greeted Mr. Trump with pomp, including an honor guard mounted on camels for his presidential motorcade.

Mr. Trump discussed his meeting with Mr. al-Shara aboard Air Force One as he flew to Qatar on Wednesday. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Much of the trip is focused on business deals, including the $142 billion sale of armaments to Saudi Arabia and an agreement to sell 160 Boeing passenger aircraft to Qatar. The White House said on Tuesday that the president had secured $600 billion in deals with the Saudi government and firms. But the details were vague, and some of the deals announced as new had already been in the works.

Even as Mr. Trump trumpeted the deals, several issues -- the violence plaguing the Middle East, including the war in Gaza; the unstable situation in Syria; and a possible deal with Iran over its nuclear weapon development program -- were lurking in the background.

The lifting of sanctions would be a lifeline for Syria. After nearly 14 years of civil war, the country is physically and economically devastated, and harsh sanctions were imposed after the former president, Bashar al-Assad, carried out a violent crackdown against a democratic uprising in 2011. That led to a civil war that killed more than 600,000 people and displaced about 13 million, according to United Nations estimates. The sanctions had blocked most aid, including that needed for reconstruction.

"The sanctions were really crippling," Mr. Trump said in remarks to Arab Gulf leaders who had gathered to meet with him on Wednesday. He was working to normalize relations with Syria, he said, adding, "I feel very strongly that this would give them a chance."

Both Prince Mohammed and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey, which backed the insurgency that brought Mr. al-Shara to power, had urged Mr. Trump to lift the sanctions. Mr. Erdogan, who joined the 30-minute meeting with the Syrian leader by phone, and the Saudi crown prince, who attended in person, praised the decision. Prince Mohammad called it "courageous," according to a summary provided by the White House.

Mr. Trump told Mr. al-Shara that "he has a tremendous opportunity to do something historic in his country," according to the summary issued by the White House press secretary. The president also urged Mr. al-Shara to take steps to normalize Syria's relations with Israel, which have long been hostile, and to tell "all foreign terrorists to leave" the country, the summary said.

Mr. al-Shara in Damascus last month. Daniel Berehulak/The New York Times


In Riyadh, the Saudi capital, the Saudi foreign minister, Prince Faisal bin Farhan, said at a news conference later on Wednesday that Syria's "many opportunities, capabilities and resources" were "one of the most important points of discussion" at the meeting. "It has resources, and, more importantly, it has a capable people: an educated, knowledgeable population that is eager to move Syria into a new phase," he said.

The U.S. mechanism for lifting the sanctions on Syria was not immediately clear, since some of them were imposed by Congress. Still, it was a remarkable shift for Mr. Trump, who had disparaged Syria as nothing but "sand and death" during his first term as president.

He had also expressed deep skepticism regarding the longstanding deployment of U.S. forces in the country. A contingent of about 2,000 American troops placed in northeastern Syria, mainly to prevent the resurrection of the Islamic State, will be reduced to around 1,400, U.S. officials have said.

The meeting was also a pivotal turn of events for Mr. al-Shara, who has long had a $10 million bounty on his head. He was also held for years in U.S. custody in Iraq. After being released, he returned to Syria in 2011 to establish a branch of the Islamic State, then allied his group with Al Qaeda but broke with it in 2016.

In the years since, Mr. al-Shara had focused on governing the country's northwest, from which his ragtag band of fighters launched the offensive in December that brought down the Syrian government. The United States has dropped its offer of a reward for Mr. al-Shara in December, but he remains on the list of designated terrorists for his past affiliation with Al Qaeda.

In Syria, there were scenes of jubilation in the streets at the news that sanctions would be lifted. Many people expressed optimism that at least some of their economic woes would be addressed. But many Syrians were also worried that their country might yet split apart because of a recent surge in sectarian violence.

Celebrations erupted in Aleppo, Syria, on Tuesday night after Mr. Trump announced he would lift sanctions. Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The New York Times


More broadly across the Middle East, violence and conflict continued even as Mr. Trump toured the region. Israeli airstrikes in the northern Gaza Strip killed dozens of Palestinians, Palestinian health officials said on Wednesday. The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment. But an Israeli military spokesman had threatened to bomb part of northern Gaza after militants fired rockets at Israel.

Israel, the main U.S. ally in the region, was not included on Mr. Trump's trip, amid reports of growing differences with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over American attempts to negotiate a cease-fire in the Gaza war with Hamas. But Mr. Trump told reporters that he was not trying to sideline Israel.

"This is good for Israel, having a relationship like I have with these countries, Middle Eastern countries, essentially all of them," Mr. Trump said. 

In his remarks to Arab leaders, Mr. Trump did single out Iran for criticism, but had also noted that he wanted to make a deal with Tehran on its advancing nuclear program. He also noted earlier that he did not relish having permanent enemies.

That is certainly true of Qatar, which Mr. Trump had accused during his first presidency of supporting terrorism. But when he landed in Doha, the Qatari capital, effusive greetings were exchanged.

"We are very excited," the leader of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, greeted Mr. Trump during a red-carpet ceremony at the government's main offices. "I know that you want to bring peace to this region."

Mr. Trump with the emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, at the official workplace of the emir on Wednesday in Doha. Doug Mills/The New York Times


The president praised the emir's work to mediate the wars in the Middle East and between Russia and Ukraine. 

Soon after he arrived, Qatar Airways, which uses Doha as a hub linking long-haul flights to Africa and Asia to Europe and the Americas, signed an agreement for the 160 Boeing jets.

Neither the American nor the Qatari leader mentioned publicly the $400 million Boeing 747 that Qatar had offered Mr. Trump as a replacement for Air Force One. Mr. Trump has said that he would be a "fool" not to take it, but the offer has stirred widespread criticism in the United States, even from some staunch Trump supporters.

As Mr. Trump's limousine rolled toward the Qatar Royal Court, a cavalry of men on camelback lined its path. "We appreciate those camels," Mr. Trump said later. "We haven't seen camels like that in a long time."

Reporting was contributed by Lynsey Chutel, Vivian Nereim, Aaron Boxerman, Ben Hubbard and Euan Ward.
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Iran Proposes Novel Path to Nuclear Deal With U.S.

Iranian officials said their foreign minister had proposed a joint nuclear-enrichment venture, involving Arab countries and American investment.

Tehran this month. Iranian officials are in talks with the United States about a new nuclear deal. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Farnaz Fassihi



May 14, 2025 at 12:18 AM

Iran has proposed the creation of a joint nuclear-enrichment venture involving regional Arab countries and American investments as an alternative to Washington's demand that it dismantle its nuclear program, according to four Iranian officials familiar with the plan.

Iran's foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, proposed the idea to an American special envoy, Steve Witkoff, when the two men held direct and indirect talks in Oman on Sunday, according to the four Iranian officials. They asked not to be named because they were discussing sensitive issues.

On Tuesday, several Iranian media outlets published front-page accounts of Iran's "new plan on the negotiating table." One of those outlets was the newspaper Farhikhtegan, which is affiliated with the Revolutionary Guards Corps. It raised the question of whether the proposal was "a service or treason."

A spokesman for Mr. Witkoff, Eddie Vasquez, denied on Tuesday that the proposal had come up in the talks. "The claim by unnamed sources that a joint nuclear-enrichment venture idea was part of the last round of Iran talks in Oman is completely untrue," he said. "It was never floated or discussed."

It was not immediately clear how feasible a regional nuclear venture might be if it involved Iran and two of its biggest rivals, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

Iran and the United States have not had diplomatic relations for 45 years, and private American companies may also be reluctant to invest in Iran's nuclear reactors.

President Trump, on a visit to Saudi Arabia on Tuesday, criticized Iran over its support for proxy militant groups in the Middle East, but he said that a diplomatic resolution with Iran would make the region safer.

"I want to make a deal with Iran,'" Mr. Trump said. "If I can make a deal with Iran, I'll be very happy, if we're going to make your region and the world a safer place."

President Trump in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday, with Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia.  Doug Mills/The New York Times


But Iranian leaders, he warned, need to make a decision soon, or else they will face still more economic pressure from sanctions. "The time is right now for them to choose," he said. " Right now, we don't have a lot of time to wait."

Iran's proposal entails the establishment of a three-country nuclear consortium in which Iran would enrich uranium to a low grade, beneath that needed for nuclear weapons, and then ship it to other Arab countries for civilian use,  according to the four Iranian officials and news reports.  

A deal that would allow Iran to enrich uranium to 3.67 percent would bear similarity to the 2015 nuclear agreement between Iran and world powers. But a major difference would be the on-the-ground presence of representatives from other countries -- perhaps even the United States -- to provide an extra layer of oversight and involvement.

The four Iranian officials said that unlike the 2015 nuclear deal, which had a 15-year expiration date, the joint venture plan would be permanent. That would allow Mr. Trump, who pulled the United States out of that deal, to argue that he had obtained significantly more from Iran than President Barack Obama did.

Ali Vaez, the Iran director of the International Crisis Group, said that while the venture idea was new and untested, the negotiators needed to try a different approach. "They basically are at a point where they must move beyond the maximum zero sum demands in order for both sides to save face," he said. 

Before Sunday's talks in Oman, it appeared that Iran and the United States were heading into an impasse, raising the risk of a military confrontation. Iranian and American officials have both said they want to avert war and resolve the standoff diplomatically.

After weeks of contradictory remarks about what exactly Washington was demanding from Tehran, Mr. Witkoff told Breitbart News in an interview that the United States sought to completely dismantle Iran's nuclear program, meaning no enrichment, and shut down its three key facilities in Natanz, Fordow and Isfahan.

The American special envoy, Steve Witkoff, during a visit to Tel Aviv on Tuesday. Oded Balilty/Associated Press


Iranian officials have said many times that shutting down the nuclear program would constitute a red line, and Mr. Araghchi, the foreign minister, quickly responded to Mr. Witkoff in interviews with Iranian media. Iran, he said, had paid "with blood" for its civilian nuclear program -- a reference to nuclear scientists assassinated by Israel. Its right to enrich uranium to a civilian grade, he said, was a matter of "national pride" and nonnegotiable.

But after Mr. Witkoff and Mr. Araghchi met for three hours in Oman, both sides emerged with a conciliatory tone, describing the negotiations as productive and encouraging. They said talks would proceed to expert technical teams that typically negotiate details around nuclear facilities and financial issues related to sanctions relief.

Oman's foreign minister, Badr Albusaidi, said in a social media post that the talks Sunday had included "useful and original ideas reflecting a shared wish to reach an honorable agreement."

Mr. Araghchi visited Saudi Arabia before meeting the Americans and traveled to the United Arab Emirates immediately after meeting Mr. Witkoff.

It was not immediately clear whether Saudi Arabia and the U.A.E. are interested in a joint nuclear venture with Iran.

Both countries have said they are eager for a deal between Tehran and Washington to avoid a regional war, but they also both have ambitions to build civilian nuclear programs.

In 2020, the Emirates became the first Arab country to open a nuclear power plant, saying it needed nuclear energy to reduce its reliance on oil, but its agreement with the United States forbids it from enriching uranium. That raised concerns that it could set off a race among Arab nations for nuclear programs.

Seyed Hossein Mousavian, a former Iranian diplomat and member of its nuclear negotiating team in 2015, originally wrote about the idea of a regional nuclear consortium in 2023 in an article in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. Mr. Mousavian, now a scholar at Princeton, wrote it with physicist at that university, Frank von Hippel.

In an interview, Mr. Mousavian said that if the proposal moves forward, it would address several of America's concerns. It would remove the immediate threat of Iran's nuclear program by reducing its enrichment capacity and stockpile. He said it would also address longer-term concerns about Iran reversing course, as it did a year after Mr. Trump exited the nuclear deal in 2018. 

"If Trump announces a regional nuclear deal, it will be big victory," Mr. Mousavian said. "It removes the immediate and future threat from Iran and contains enrichment ambitions in the region and brings new deals for Americans."
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Russia Sentences Prominent Election Expert to 5 Years in Prison

Grigory Melkonyants was convicted on charges of working with an "undesirable organization" in relation to his watchdog's past affiliation with a European election monitoring group.

Grigory Melkonyants, the co-founder of the Russian election monitoring group Golos, in court in Moscow on Wednesday. Evgenia Novozhenina/Reuters



By Nataliya Vasilyeva



May 14, 2025 at 10:58 AM

The head of Russia's only independent election watchdog was sentenced on Wednesday to five years in prison after being convicted of working with an "undesirable" organization, according to his attorney, charges that rights groups have criticized as politically driven.

Grigory Melkonyants, a co-founder of the Russian election monitoring group Golos, was jailed in 2023 after President Vladimir V. Putin ordered the invasion of Ukraine and led a broad crackdown at home. Charged with "organizing the activities of an undesirable organization," Mr. Melkonyants, 44, pleaded not guilty when his trial opened last September.

On Wednesday, he was convicted in a Moscow court and sentenced to five years in a prison colony, his lawyer, Mikhail Biryukov, told The New York Times. Mr. Biryukov said he planned to appeal, calling the verdict "politically motivated."

"Don't worry, I'm not losing hope," Mr. Melkonyants told supporters and the press in the courtroom after the verdict, the independent Russian news outlet Mediazona reported.

Golos, which was founded in 2000 and documented widespread election fraud, was labeled a "foreign agent" by the Russian authorities in 2013. But the charges against Mr. Melkonyants relate to the group's past affiliation with the European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations, which the Russian authorities declared "undesirable" in 2021 -- making any association with it a potential crime. Golos has said it terminated its participation with the association following the decision.

The "undesirable" label has been used to outlaw unwanted groups, including NGOs and media organizations, and crack down on dissent. But Mr. Melkonyants was apolitical, Roman Udot, a longtime colleague who lives in exile, said.

He noted that while countless civil activists fled Russia following the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Mr. Melkonyants insisted on staying put and focusing on his expertise, without taking sides.

Mr. Melkonyants in his office in Moscow in 2018. He is one of the co-founders of Golos, which came under pressure after documenting extensive voting irregularities in 2011 parliamentary elections. Andrew Osborn/Reuters


Golos -- which means "vote" in Russian -- documented extensive voting irregularities during the 2011 parliamentary elections. Anger about those violations sparked the biggest protests to date against Mr. Putin's rule and spurred a broader opposition movement led by the late Aleksei A. Navalny.

Leonid Volkov, a close associate of Mr. Navalny, on Wednesday condemned the verdict.

"Golos gave rise to a massive election monitoring movement in Russia in 2011, then the protests began which gave Putin quite a scare: So many years have passed -- and he still seeks revenge," he wrote on social media.

After mounting pressure from the Russian authorities, Golos was designated a foreign agent in 2013. Three years later, Russia's Justice Ministry used the designation to force Golos to shut down, although it restarted under a new legal entity. After the war in Ukraine began, the Russian authorities cracked down harder on the group.

Human rights officials and organizations were quick to condemn Wednesday's verdict as politically driven. Britain's human rights ambassador, Eleanor Sanders, said it served as "another reminder of the Kremlin's repression," while Norway's Foreign Ministry said it demonstrated the "continued authoritarian path" in Russia.

Amnesty International -- which had listed Mr. Melkonyants as a prisoner of conscience -- said the verdict was "appalling" and called for the conviction to be quashed.

"Melkonyants has committed no crime -- his only 'offense' was defending the right to free and fair elections in Russia," Marie Struthers, the organization's director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, said in a statement. "This is nothing more than a brazen and politically motivated clampdown on peaceful activism."
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3 Are Arrested in Russia-Linked Sabotage Plot, Germany Says

The men, Ukrainian nationals, were arrested in Germany and Switzerland, the state prosecutor in Berlin said. They are suspected of planning to sabotage commercial freight infrastructure.

Cargo being moved at a German airport. German authorities said they were investigating three men for an alleged plot to send explosive devices to addresses in Ukraine. Boris Roessler/Picture Alliance, via Getty Images



By Christopher F. Schuetze
Reporting from Berlin.


May 14, 2025 at 03:19 PM

Three Ukrainian men have been arrested in Germany and Switzerland for planning acts of sabotage against infrastructure in Europe on behalf of Russia, the German authorities said Wednesday.

The federal prosecutor's office in Berlin said it was investigating the three men, who were arrested over the past five days, for a plan to send incendiary and explosive devices in parcels to addresses in Ukraine. None have been charged.

The aim, the prosecutor said in a statement, appeared to be part of a plot to damage logistical infrastructure for commercial freight. The statement did not provide further details about possible targets.

One of the men, identified only as Vladyslav T. in accordance with Germany's strict privacy rules, posted two test packages in Cologne containing GPS transmitters in order to trace the route of the packages to Ukraine, the prosecutor said.

Another man, Yevhen B., who was arrested Tuesday in Switzerland and will be extradited to Germany, directed that action, the prosecutor said. A third man, Daniil B., delivered the GPS transmitters and other items for the test packages, it said.

The authorities are treating the men as foreign agents, and believe they had been directed by Russian state actors, the prosecutor said.

Last year, a package exploded at a DHL hub at the airport in Leipzig, in what Western intelligence officials believe was a test run for a plot coordinated by Russia's military intelligence agency, the GRU. The fire in Leipzig was followed by a similar fire at a DHL warehouse in Birmingham, England, and at a transport company near Warsaw.

A Romanian national has since been detained by British police in connection with those fires.

Poland has also accused Russia of being behind a fire that wiped out 1,400 small businesses when a shopping mall in Warsaw was almost completely destroyed in May of last year. On Sunday, Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland accused Russia of being behind the blaze.

"We now know for sure that the great fire of the Marywilska shopping center in Warsaw was caused by arson ordered by the Russian special services," he wrote on X.

The arrests come after several official warnings that Germany has become the target of Russian hybrid attacks. Last year, the authorities charged three Russian-German dual citizens who they believe were hired to carry out acts of sabotage on industrial and military sites. The military has also reported foreign drones flying over training sites where Ukrainian soldiers are being trained.

The issue of Russian sabotage in Germany even made it into Chancellor Friedrich Merz's inaugural speech to lawmakers on Wednesday.

"Look at the espionage and sabotage and the systematic disinformation of our population -- this is overwhelmingly the work of the Russian government and its helpers, including here," he said.
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Germany Bans a Far-Right Group and Arrests 4 of Its Leaders

Members of a group calling itself the Kingdom of Germany, which was targeted in nationwide raids, reject the existence of the German state and want to set up a parallel one.

Peter Fitzek, the self-proclaimed "king" of a group that calls itself the Kingdom of Germany, in 2023. He was among those recently arrested. Jens Schlueter/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Christopher F. Schuetze
Reporting from Berlin


May 13, 2025 at 03:24 PM

Germany announced on Tuesday that it was banning a far-right group that refuses to recognize the German state and that has set up aspects of a parallel one of its own that includes a separate currency, ID cards, license plates and even a bank.

On Tuesday morning, 800 police officers were mobilized in seven states and arrested four of the leaders of the group, which calls itself the Kingdom of Germany. Officers also searched buildings where the group was operating.

Peter Fitzek, 59, a former cook who leads the group, and is known to his followers as Peter I, the self-appointed king, was among those arrested. The police said that Mr. Fitzek was being investigated for leading a criminal organization and illegally selling insurance and investments.

The Kingdom of Germany, which the authorities estimate has 1,000 active members, is the largest organized grouping of the so-called Reichsburger movement.

Adherents of the movement generally claim that the German government is being run by "deep-state operatives" and often use antisemitic and anti-democratic conspiracy theories to justify their resistance to the modern German state.

"The aim of this association is to establish a so-called parallel state and to secede from the Federal Republic of Germany," Alexander Dobrindt, Germany's new interior minister, said in Berlin after the raids.

Mr. Dobrindt said that while the investigation into the group had started under his predecessor, he had made the decision to ban it.

The action against the group is one of the first major decisions by Mr. Dobrindt since he became a minister in the government of Chancellor Friedrich Merz last week, suggesting that he is determined to crack down on far-right groups. Since becoming minister, he has also sought to clamp down on unauthorized migration, which became a major issue leading up to Germany's elections in February.

Police vehicles outside a building affiliated with the group on Tuesday. Annegret Hilse/Reuters


Despite its ambition to secede from the German state, the Kingdom of Germany does not appear to pose a violent threat, according to the police, who said on Tuesday that no weapons had been found during the raids.

Members of another group espousing Reichsburger beliefs are defendants in three major trials. The police say the members of that cell, whose leader according to the authorities is a prince disgruntled with modern Germany, had been planning to seize power in a coup.

The Kingdom of Germany's model, the authorities say, appears to be mainly based on raising money with its own bank and institutions to buy up land where the laws of Germany would be ignored.

Mr. Fitzek, wearing an ermine-trimmed coat and a crown, and carrying a scepter and a sword, made himself the leader of the kingdom in 2012 on the grounds of a former hospital.

Footage of the ceremony made Mr. Fitzek the butt of jokes for many Germans, who generally see him as the leader of a harmless, if misguided group of oddballs.

The group appears to have struggled on a number of fronts over the years. It has been forced to give up several of its properties both because of declining membership and, in other cases, because the local authorities banned their use. The group's insurance and banking arms have regularly been targeted by Germany's financial authorities.

Mr. Fitzek has also been charged repeatedly with misdemeanors like driving with a fake license plate or conducting unlicensed financial transitions. This year, a court in the state of Saxony-Anhalt upheld a previous verdict sentencing him to eight months in prison for attacking a security guard at the local motor vehicle authority.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/world/europe/germany-ban-far-right-kingdom.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Trump Administration Is Lining Up More Countries to Take Its Deportees

Besides El Salvador, where the United States has already sent detainees, Rwanda and Libya have records of mistreating migrant detainees.

Inmates at the megaprison known as CECOT in Tecoluca, El Salvador, in February. Fred Ramos for The New York Times



By Amanda Taub



May 14, 2025 at 07:34 PM

It takes at least two countries to make a deportation happen: one to send deportees and one to receive them. Typically, the receiving country agrees to take back its own citizens, but the Trump administration is developing other options.

The U.S. has sent hundreds of deportees, most of whom appear to be Venezuelans, to El Salvador, where they are being held in a maximum-security prison notorious for its brutality. The U.S. has sent migrants from Asia, the Middle East and Africa to Panama and Costa Rica, including families with young children.

The Trump administration is also in early talks with the Rwandan government to send deportees to the central African country, and this month the U.S. made plans to send Laotian, Vietnamese and Filipino migrants to Libya before backing down in the face of a court order. (Representatives of Libya's warring governments have since denied making any agreement to accept deportees from the United States.)

The expansion of the administration's third-country deportation program appears to have two aims in the service of its overarching goal to remove millions of immigrants from the United States, including both undocumented immigrants and those who have legal status but are viewed as undesirable by the administration.

The first seems largely tactical: It creates a process to remove migrants whose countries of origin don't want them back. Venezuela, for example, only sporadically accepts deportation flights from the United States.

The second aim, it appears, is strategic: Convince immigrants, documented or otherwise, that staying in the United States is so risky that they should "self-deport," lest they end up in a brutal prison. It's a campaign designed for deterrence.

Zooming out, there is another way to look at these deportations: By setting up third-country deportation agreements and claiming they are shielded from judicial review or oversight, the administration is trying to create an outsourced global detention system where rights to due process effectively do not exist, one run by mostly authoritarian governments that are trying to curry favor with President Trump.

Mr. Trump and his allies have portrayed the administration's deportation policies as necessary for national security. He has cast doubt on the right to due process, which is guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution for citizens and noncitizens alike, if it impedes his mass deportation campaign.

Harsh treatment in third countries

Rwanda and Libya have spent years positioning themselves as solutions to wealthier nations' immigration problems.

In 2022, Rwanda agreed to take asylum seekers from Britain in exchange for hundreds of millions of pounds. Between 2014 and 2017, it accepted thousands of Eritrean and Sudanese asylum seekers from Israel. Libya, too, has obtained considerable aid and other concessions from European countries in exchange for helping to prevent migrants from reaching European soil.

But those plans have not gone smoothly because there is a mountain of evidence showing that Rwanda and Libya are not safe destinations for asylum seekers or other migrants. U.S. law prohibits deporting people to countries where they are likely to face persecution or torture.

The grounded Rwanda deportation flight in Boscombe Down Air Base in England in 2022. Dan Kitwood/Getty Images


Britain's Rwanda plan collapsed after a court found that it violated international humanitarian law, which prohibits sending refugees to countries where they would face persecution. Rwanda has a record of persecuting political opponents at home and abroad, and its courts had rejected all asylum claims from people fleeing conflict zones, the court noted.

The British court also found that refugees sent to Rwanda were at risk of being deported again to other countries where their safety could likewise not be ensured. The Israeli Supreme Court halted deportations to Rwanda after reaching a similar conclusion in 2018.

Libya's extreme abuses of migrants have also been well documented. In a 2021 report, Amnesty International called the country's migrant detention centers a "hellscape" where adult and child prisoners were subjected to sexual violence and other forms of abuse. And in February this year, two mass graves containing at least 93 bodies of migrants were found in Libya, prompting calls for the European Union to freeze migration funding for the nation's security forces.

For the Trump administration, the harsh treatment of detainees may be more of a feature than a bug.

El Salvador has boasted in flashy videos about the humiliating and dehumanizing conditions in which it holds prisoners. Kristi Noem, the U.S. homeland security secretary, who visited El Salvador's massive Terrorism Confinement Center, known as CECOT, last month, made a similar point:


The legal abyss

Dual-state theory describes a type of authoritarianism in which a government maintains an apparently normal legal system while creating a zone where people have no real rights and can be subjected to unconstrained violence and coercion. Aziz Huq, a law professor at the University of Chicago, described this as a "legal abyss."

The worst suffering befalls those who fall into that abyss, but it affects everyone living under such a system. A government that can push people into the abyss is fundamentally unconstrained. And the threat of being pushed into the abyss can make freedoms uncertain and conditional.

In most dual states, the legal abyss is run by the government itself, within its own territory. But El Salvador, itself a dual state, seems to have offered its legal abyss to the United States on a contract basis, imprisoning deportees in CECOT, a notorious prison where people are held in brutal conditions, cut off from all contact with the outside world and with few prospects of release.

El Salvador's notorious CECOT prison in Tecoluca in February. Fred Ramos for The New York Times




The Trump administration has argued that U.S. courts have no jurisdiction over those deportations or the rights of the deportees sent to El Salvador.

The situation in Rwanda is less clear. If U.S. deportees were treated similarly to those from Israel and Britain, then they would not be imprisoned or detained. But the Israeli and British high court decisions show that there is reason to believe that their rights might be violated in other ways and that they would have little access to due process if the government did imprison them at the behest of the Trump administration.

And Libya seems especially likely to become another subcontracted legal abyss if it does become a destination for U.S. deportees. Libya is a weak and war-torn state, not a dual one, where a United Nations-recognized government in Tripoli rules western Libya and another in Benghazi, led by the warlord Khalifa Haftar, controls the east.

For years, Libya has maintained a network of detention centers where migrants have no recourse to due process, and there is no functional limits on the violence to which the detainees, including children, are subjected. Human rights groups have called the conditions "horrific" and "deplorable," and they worry that if the United States sends people there, the detainees will have no rights and no means of escape.
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Cartel Family Members Cross Border in Apparent Deal With U.S., Official Says

Mexico's security secretary confirmed reports that 17 family members of Sinaloa Cartel leaders had entered the United States, likely as part of a deal with the Trump administration.

Members of the Mexican Army patrolling the streets of Tijuana in March. Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times



By Alan Yuhas



May 14, 2025 at 04:04 PM

A group of family members of Sinaloa Cartel leaders crossed into the United States last week, likely as part of a deal with the Trump administration, Mexico's secretary of security said on Tuesday evening.

For days, rumors had spread that 17 relatives, including one of the ex-wives of the crime boss known as El Chapo, had flown from a cartel stronghold to Tijuana, Mexico, and then crossed into the United States. A news outlet, Pie de Nota, reported that they had surrendered to U.S. federal authorities there, citing anonymous sources.

The Sinaloa Cartel, co-founded by Joaquin Guzman Loera, known as El Chapo, is one of the most powerful criminal groups in the world, although it has been divided by violence between rival factions as several of its leaders face prison and prosecution in the United States.

When asked about reports that the family members had entered the United States on Monday, President Claudia Sheinbaum of Mexico said "there is no more information" than what she had seen.

But the security secretary, Omar Garcia Harfuch, then confirmed late Tuesday that relatives of the cartel leader Ovidio Guzman Lopez, one of El Chapo's four sons, had surrendered to American authorities. Mr. Guzman Lopez was extradited to the United States in 2023.

"It is evident that his family is going to the U.S. because of a negotiation or a plea bargain that the Department of Justice is giving him," Mr. Garcia Harfuch told the Mexican network Radio Formula.

"The family that left were not targets and were not being sought by the Mexican authorities," he added. Mexican officials were waiting for the U.S. Department of Justice to share information, he said.

He said that he believed Mr. Guzman Lopez was naming members of criminal organizations, likely as part of a cooperation agreement.

Jeffrey Lichtman, a lawyer who has represented the elder Mr. Guzman and his sons, did not respond to several messages seeking comment.

Ms. Sheinbaum told reporters on Wednesday morning that U.S. officials "have to inform" their Mexican counterparts whether there was an agreement or not, urging transparency with both the American public and Mexicans, and noting that Mexican soldiers had died in the operation to capture Mr. Guzman Lopez.

Ovidio Guzman Lopez plans to plead guilty to federal drug charges, according to court papers, in what would make him the first of El Chapo's sons, often called Los Chapitos, to acknowledge guilt in a U.S. federal courthouse.

Mr. Guzman Lopez was twice captured by the Mexican authorities over the last decade. He was first detained, briefly, in 2019, until his own gunmen engaged in a bloody battle with the Mexican military in the city of Culiacan and forced his release.

Then he was arrested by Mexican security forces in 2023 in that same city and quickly extradited to the United States. Along with a full brother, two half brothers and one of his father's former business partners, Mr. Guzman Lopez was named in a sprawling indictment.

His full brother, Joaquin Guzman Lopez, has also been in negotiations with federal authorities in Chicago to reach his own plea deal.

Ever since their father, El Chapo, was sentenced to life in prison by a U.S. federal judge in 2019, the American authorities have turned their sights on his four sons. Federal investigators opened a quiet back channel to the sons, making clear to them that if they ever grew tired of the dangerous narco-trafficking life, they could turn themselves in at any time.

Joaquin Guzman Lopez, using the back channel, kidnapped his father's former business partner, Ismael Zambada Garcia, in Mexico this summer and forcibly flew him across the border into U.S. custody.

The security secretary stressed the Mexican role in Ovidio Guzman Lopez's case, saying, "Ovidio was detained 100 percent by the Mexican authorities."

The security minister's confirmation came the same day that the U.S. Department of Justice announced new charges against men accused of being Sinaloa Cartel leaders, the first since President Trump designated it a terrorist organization. Those charges include narco-terrorism, drug trafficking and money laundering.

In announcing the charges, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of California, Adam Gordon, directly addressed cartel leaders in a news conference, telling them they would be "betrayed by your friends" and "hounded by your enemies."

The movement of the family members to the United States -- and the speculation that it could mean a plea agreement with the U.S. government -- has fueled high-profile discussion in Mexico about who might be implicated by imprisoned cartel leaders.

"The Chapitos are going to sing, and we're going to learn many things," Senator Ricardo Anaya, an opposition lawmaker, told reporters this week. "Because the North American government doesn't offer immunity in exchange for nothing, they offer it in exchange for information."

Alan Feuer, Emiliano Rodriguez Mega and James Wagner contributed reporting.
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Outside Official Will Take Over Deadly Rikers Island Jail, Judge Orders

Laura Taylor Swain, a federal judge, seized control of New York City's lockups, which have been rife with violence and dysfunction.

New York City has spent more than $500,000 per inmate annually in recent years, but detainees still sometimes go without food or medical care. Jose A. Alvarado Jr. for The New York Times



By Hurubie Meko



May 13, 2025 at 04:36 PM

A federal judge overseeing New York City's jails took Rikers Island out of the city's control on Tuesday, ordering that an outside official be appointed to make major decisions regarding the troubled and violent jail complex.

The judge, Laura Taylor Swain, said in a 77-page ruling that the official would report directly to her and would not be a city employee, turning aside Mayor Eric Adams's efforts to maintain control of the lockups. The official, called a remediation manager, would work with the New York City correction commissioner, but be "empowered to take all actions necessary" to turn around the city's jails, she wrote.

"While the necessary changes will take some time, the court expects to see continual progress toward these goals," Judge Swain wrote.

The order comes nearly a decade after the city's jails, which include the Rikers Island complex, fell under federal oversight in the settlement of a class-action lawsuit. The agreement focused on curbing the use of force and violence toward both detainees and correction officers. A court-appointed monitor issued regular reports on the persistent mayhem.

New York City has held onto its control of Rikers with white knuckles -- struggling to show progress and reaching the brink of losing oversight of the jails as critics of the system have called for a receiver. Conditions have not improved, according to lawyers for the plaintiffs and the federal monitor.

The city's jail population has grown to more than 7,000 from a low of about 4,000 in 2020. And in the first three months of this year, five people died at Rikers or shortly after being released from city custody, equaling the number of detainees who died in all of 2024.

In a statement, lawyers from the Legal Aid Society and Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel, which represent detainees, said they commended the court's "historic decision."

"For years, the New York City Department of Correction has failed to follow federal court orders to enact meaningful reforms, allowing violence, disorder and systemic dysfunction to persist," said Mary Lynne Werlwas and Debra Greenberger. "This appointment marks a critical turning point."

The remediation manager will be a receiver in all but name. The official will be granted "broad powers" as plaintiffs had asked, Judge Swain wrote, but will also develop a plan for improvement in concert with the correction commissioner.

Such arrangements are the last resort for a troubled jail or prison. Since 1974, federal courts have put only nine jail systems in receivership, not counting Tuesday's Rikers order.

The ruling was another blow for Mr. Adams, who is fighting for his political life after the Trump administration dropped corruption charges against him so that he could assist with its deportation efforts. Many of his confidants have also faced investigations, he is on his fourth police commissioner and his approval ratings have hit historic lows.

Now, the mayor, a former police captain, has lost most control of an institution that employs about 5,000 people represented by the Correction Officers' Benevolent Association, a union that has been a bastion of political support.

On Tuesday, even as prisoners rights organizations and some of Mr. Adams's campaign opponents celebrated, the mayor disputed whether Judge Swain's order constituted a receivership and painted it as a benefit.

"The problems at Rikers are decades in the making," he said. "We finally got stability."

In a statement, Benny Boscio, president of the correction officers' union, said that Judge Swain's order had preserved the right to representation and collective bargaining, and he made clear that his union must be reckoned with.

"The city's jails cannot operate without us," he said. "And no matter what the new management of our jails looks like, the path toward a safer jail system begins with supporting the essential men and women who help run the jails every day."

New York City has spent more than $500,000 per inmate annually in recent years, according to city data, well beyond what other large cities have spent, and yet detainees still sometimes go without food or proper medical care.

A New York Times investigation in 2021 found that guards are often stationed in inefficient ways that fail to protect detainees. And although the jail system has consistently been the most well-staffed in the United States -- there is roughly one uniformed officer for each inmate at Rikers, according to city data -- an unlimited sick leave policy and other uses of leave have meant that there are too few guards present to keep inmates safe.

The class-action lawsuit that led to the takeover, known as Nunez v. City of New York, was settled in June 2015 and required that the jails be overseen by a court-appointed monitor who would issue regular reports on conditions there but would wield no direct power to effect change.

Through those reports, Judge Swain was given an extensive history of the cyclical nature of the jail system's problems. Through the administration of two mayors and several correction commissioners, the jails continued to devolve, according to prisoners' rights advocates and the monitor's reports. In November, the judge found the city in contempt for failing to stem violence and excessive force at the facility, which is currently run by Correction Commissioner Lynelle Maginley-Liddie.

Over the years, the city has argued that the Department of Correction has made progress, even as Judge Swain issued remedial orders and the monitor and prisoners' advocates pointed to backsliding.

In 2023, Damian Williams, then Manhattan's top prosecutor, joined calls for the appointment of an outside authority to take control of Rikers, saying that the city had been "unable or unwilling" to make reforms under two mayors and four correction commissioners.

On Tuesday, Jay Clayton, whom President Trump appointed last month as interim U.S. attorney, said Judge Swain's decision was a "welcomed and much needed milestone."

In a 65-page opinion last year, Judge Swain said that the city and the Department of Correction had violated the constitutional rights of prisoners and staff members by exposing them to danger, and had intentionally ignored her orders for years. Officials had fallen into an "unfortunate cycle" in which initiatives were abandoned and then restarted under new administrations, she wrote.

An inability to operate independently of politics is what has kept Rikers from turning around, said Elizabeth Glazer, the founder of Vital City and a former criminal justice adviser under Mayor Bill de Blasio.

"Every new administration, there's a reset," she said. "Every new crisis, there's a reset."

Last year, Judge Swain ordered city leaders to meet with lawyers for prisoners to create a plan for an "outside person," known as a receiver, who could run the system.

The parties met in recent months to try to reach an agreement, in deliberations overseen by the federal monitor, Steve J. Martin. He told the court that the parties and his team had been "actively engaged" in discussions.

In the end, the sides submitted dueling proposals.

The Legal Aid Society and a private law firm representing incarcerated people argued that the court should strip the city of control and install a receiver who would answer only to the court. The receiver should be given broad power to make changes, they proposed, including with regard to staffing and union contracts that govern it.

The receiver, they said, could "review, investigate and take disciplinary or other corrective or remedial actions with respect to violations of D.O.C. policies, procedures and protocols" related to the court order.

In its plan, the city offered to give Ms. Maginley-Liddie dual roles by adding the title of "compliance director" to her responsibilities. The city proposed that she answer to the court on issues related to the consent decree, such as safety and staffing shortages, while answering to the mayor on everything else.

However, the city has had a "a multitude of opportunities" to improve its management of the jails and has "proven unable or unwilling to take advantage of those opportunities," said Hernandez D. Stroud, a senior fellow at the Brennan Center for Justice at the New York University School of Law.

"Judge Swain was left no other choice," he said.

Emma G. Fitzsimmons contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/nyregion/rikers-island-receiver-nyc.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Harvard Adds to Legal Complaint Against Trump Administration

The university expanded its ongoing suit after the Trump administration said it would stop issuing grants to the school and promised to take another $450 million.

The campus of Harvard University.  Sophie Park for The New York Times



By Alan Blinder



May 13, 2025 at 10:51 PM

Harvard University expanded its lawsuit against the Trump administration on Tuesday, hours after the government said it was ending about $450 million in research funding to the school.

The battle between the administration and the nation's oldest university has been intensifying since April 11, when the government sent Harvard a list of intrusive demands in a mistakenly emailed missive. After the university refused to comply, the government froze more than $2 billion in grants, which prompted the school to sue in federal court in Boston.

But the litigation has done little to cow the federal government. Last Monday, Education Secretary Linda McMahon warned Harvard against even applying for federal grant money "since none will be provided."

In its amended lawsuit on Tuesday, Harvard said the government had "doubled down" on its tactics as it "ratcheted up funding cuts, investigations, and threats that will hurt students from every state in the country and around the world." According to the university, at least a half dozen federal departments and agencies have sent notices in the last week about grants being terminated.

Ms. McMahon's letter, the university said, and other government actions left Harvard exposed to "widespread disruption of its research operations, with Harvard -- and those faculty, staff and students whose salaries are supported by the frozen or terminated funding -- not knowing when, or if, existing funding will resume or whether it will be available in the future."

Harvard's new accusations build on the case that the university filed on April 21, when it argued that the federal government had trampled on the First Amendment and the Administrative Procedure Act, a law that governs the actions of federal agencies.

The Trump administration has demanded that Harvard make changes to admissions and hiring, submit to audits, supply new reports to the government, "immediately shutter" any programs related to diversity, equity and inclusion and commission an examination of "those programs and departments that most fuel antisemitic harassment or reflect ideological capture."

Tuesday's filing suggests that Harvard is pursuing two tracks as it fights back.

In a letter to Ms. McMahon on Monday, Harvard's president, Alan M. Garber, used a respectful, measured tone. Dr. Garber wrote that the university and the administration had some "common ground," and he described Harvard's efforts to improve its culture. In the same letter, though, he wrote that Harvard's efforts were being "undermined and threatened by the federal government's overreach into the constitutional freedoms of private universities."

Then came Tuesday's filing, adding to a fight the university is hoping a federal judge will resolve as soon as this summer. Harvard is asking the court to block the government's moves against its research funding, effectively restoring the flow of money.

Legal experts have said that they believed Harvard's case was strong, though they have added that the government could probably still find ways to cut off funding.

Although Harvard is by far the nation's wealthiest university, officials there have warned that federal cuts could have devastating consequences on the campus and beyond. During Harvard's 2024 fiscal year, the federal government spent about $687 million on research projects at the university, a sum that accounted for about 11 percent of the university's revenues.

In her letter last week, Ms. McMahon said Harvard was "a publicly funded institution" -- even though a vast majority of Harvard's revenues do not come from the government. She suggested it rely more on its own funds, noting that the university's endowment, valued at more than $53 billion, would give it a "head start." (Much of Harvard's endowment, though, is tied up in restricted funds and officials say the money cannot be repurposed at will.)

Before Harvard submitted its updated filing on Tuesday, the Trump administration's task force on antisemitism issued a statement that accused the university of not resolving the "pervasive race discrimination and antisemitic harassment" that government officials said were "plaguing" the campus.

"There is a dark problem on Harvard's campus, and by prioritizing appeasement over accountability, institutional leaders have forfeited the school's claim to taxpayer support," the task force said.

The university did not immediately comment on the statement, which included the announcement that $450 million would be withheld.

Instead, Harvard simply added more to its lawsuit.
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Newsom Proposes Scaling Back Health Care for Undocumented Immigrants in California

Gov. Gavin Newsom wants to charge monthly premiums for undocumented immigrants and stop adding new enrollees to the program as soon as January.

Gov. Gavin Newsom proposed curtailing health care benefits for undocumented immigrants as part of his budget proposal on Wednesday. Andri Tambunan for The New York Times



By Laurel Rosenhall
Reporting from Sacramento


May 14, 2025 at 02:00 PM

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Wednesday called for California to scale back health care coverage for undocumented immigrants to help balance the state budget, retrenching on his desire to deliver "universal health care for all."

The move came two days after the Trump administration targeted a different state-funded program for immigrants in California and signaled that it would continue to scrutinize benefits for undocumented individuals.

In a budget presentation on Wednesday, Mr. Newsom proposed freezing the enrollment of undocumented adults in the state's version of Medicaid, known as Medi-Cal, as soon as January. He is also seeking to charge people who remain in the program $100 a month, beginning in 2027, and eliminate long-term care and dental benefits for undocumented adults and other noncitizens.

The governor estimates that those changes combined would save the state $6.5 billion by the 2028-29 fiscal year.

The Trump administration has been using its federal powers to pressure Democratic-led states to eliminate benefits for undocumented immigrants. As she targeted a California cash aid program, Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, said on Monday: "If you are an illegal immigrant, you should leave now. The gravy train is over."

But Mr. Newsom framed his proposed cuts as more a matter of fiscal necessity than a philosophical change.

California faces a $12 billion deficit in a proposed budget of $321.9 billion, Mr. Newsom said on Wednesday, because of increased spending at a time of volatility in the economy and financial markets. The shortfall could grow if the federal government curtails funding to states, as Congress is considering.

Mr. Newsom, a Democrat, blamed California's budget shortfall partly on a projected drop in tax revenue resulting from President Trump's turbulent trade wars, saying the tariffs had weakened the state's economy. Mr. Newsom has begun referring to the impact of the tariffs as a "Trump Slump."

Still, it has been clear for months that Medi-Cal has been spending billions of dollars more than expected, raising questions about whether the state can afford to carry on with its progressive ambitions.

Medi-Cal serves some 15 million people, including 1.6 million undocumented immigrants. Providing health care to undocumented immigrants has turned out to cost much more than California leaders anticipated when they made Medi-Cal coverage available last year to all low-income residents, regardless of immigration status. Those benefits are funded entirely by the state.

California Democrats have been driven by a belief that providing health care to low-income people is a moral imperative, as well as a more cost-effective approach than leaving immigrants to rely on emergency-room visits for routine care. Under federal law, undocumented immigrants are automatically entitled to emergency care but not to Medicaid benefits. 

Mr. Newsom faced a difficult choice in trying to rein in Medi-Cal costs. He could have sought to reduce benefits for all recipients, including citizens, or to focus on cutting benefits just for undocumented immigrants. He did both on Wednesday.

Besides seeking rollbacks in immigrant services, the governor proposed eliminating coverage of weight-loss drugs for all Medi-Cal enrollees and reinstating an asset limit that would make it harder for seniors and people with disabilities to get benefits.

His proposal will now be considered by state lawmakers, who must pass a spending plan next month.

"This is a tough budget," Mr. Newsom said in his presentation Wednesday.

"I don't want to be in this position, but we are in this position."

Coverage for undocumented immigrants is not the only reason Medi-Cal is running far over budget. Prescription drugs have cost the system more than expected, and more seniors have enrolled than the state projected.

But the cost of insuring undocumented immigrants has been a significant factor, and it has become a particularly sensitive issue for Democrats in California because of President Trump's focus on deportations and the electorate's interest in scaling back illegal immigration.

Medi-Cal benefits for undocumented immigrants have cost the state at least $2.7 billion beyond the $6.4 billion the state anticipated when eligibility was expanded last year. More undocumented immigrants signed up for Medi-Cal than expected, and the costs for their prescriptions were higher than projected.

"There was so much fanfare around the 2024 expansion," said Paulette Cha, a research fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California. "This was extremely well publicized."

Democrats see the unexpectedly large enrollment numbers as a mark of success in their aim to insure that all the state's residents have health coverage. Republicans see them as a sign that California is too generous.

Mr. Newsom's proposal created an "I told you so" moment for Republicans.

"We warned him," Brian Jones, the Republican leader in the State Senate, said in a statement, citing a letter to the governor that he sent last year, in which he asked Mr. Newsom to freeze "his reckless Medi-Cal expansion for illegal immigrants."

As the nation emerged from the Covid-19 pandemic shutdowns, public support grew for providing coverage to undocumented immigrants. When lawmakers passed an expansion of Medi-Cal in 2021, 66 percent of Californians favored providing health care coverage to the state's undocumented residents, according to a survey by the Public Policy Institute of California.

But by 2023, the institute's surveys showed, support had dipped to 55 percent.

A poll this month by the Institute of Governmental Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, found that respondents gave higher priority to covering undocumented children than to covering undocumented adults. 

"California obviously did a really big, bold experiment," Ms. Cha said.

Other Democratic-run states that want to cover undocumented immigrants may look to its experience, Ms. Cha said, and think that "maybe we'll just try to be a little bit more cautious on budgeting."
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Wisconsin Judge Indicted on Charges That She Helped Immigrant Evade Agents

Judge Hannah C. Dugan was accused of helping an undocumented immigrant elude federal agents who were waiting to arrest him outside her courtroom.

Judge Hannah C. Dugan of the Milwaukee County Circuit Court speaking at a rally in Milwaukee in February. Lee Matz/Milwaukee Independent, via Associated Press



By Mitch Smith and Dan Simmons
Dan Simmons reported from Milwaukee.


May 13, 2025 at 11:40 PM

The Wisconsin judge arrested last month and accused of helping an undocumented immigrant evade federal agents was indicted by a federal grand jury on Tuesday on charges of concealing a person from arrest and obstruction of proceedings.

The indictment of the judge, Hannah C. Dugan of the Milwaukee County Circuit Court, was a routine but significant step in the Justice Department's case against her. The Trump administration has defended the prosecution as a warning that no one is above the law, while many Democrats, lawyers and former judges have denounced it as an assault on the judiciary.

Judge Dugan, who has been temporarily removed from the bench by the Wisconsin Supreme Court while the case against her advances, has indicated through a lawyer that she intends to fight the charges. She is expected to appear in court on Thursday.

"Judge Hannah C. Dugan has committed herself to the rule of law and the principles of due process for her entire career as a lawyer and a judge," her lawyers said in a statement shortly after she was arrested. They added on Tuesday that "Judge Dugan asserts her innocence and looks forward to being vindicated in court."

The indictment was announced during a short hearing on Tuesday evening at the federal courthouse in downtown Milwaukee. After 20 members of a grand jury entered a wood-paneled courtroom and took their seats, a judge examined paperwork and indicated that Judge Dugan, along with other defendants in unrelated cases, had been indicted.

Judge Dugan's transformation from a little-known local jurist to a face of the national immigration debate began on April 18 with a pretrial hearing in a domestic abuse case against Eduardo Flores-Ruiz, a Mexican immigrant.

Several federal officials from different agencies had gathered in the hallway outside Judge Dugan's courtroom and had planned to arrest Mr. Flores-Ruiz, who they said was in the country illegally, after his court appearance. The federal agents had told courthouse security officers and the judge's courtroom deputy about their plans, according to an F.B.I. charging document.

When Judge Dugan became aware of the federal agents, the charging document said, she became "visibly upset and had a confrontational, angry demeanor." According to the criminal complaint, the judge confronted the agents and told them to talk to the chief judge of the courthouse. She then returned to her courtroom and, according to the charging document, directed Mr. Flores-Ruiz through a different exit than the public door that led to the hallway where agents were waiting.

"Despite having been advised of the administrative warrant for the arrest of Flores-Ruiz, Judge Dugan then escorted Flores-Ruiz and his counsel out of the courtroom through the 'jury door,' which leads to a nonpublic area of the courthouse," according to the complaint, which was written by an F.B.I. agent.

Mr. Flores-Ruiz made it outside the courthouse, the charging document said, where a Drug Enforcement Administration agent spotted him. Agents approached him on the street outside the courthouse. "A foot chase ensued," the complaint said. "The agents pursued Flores-Ruiz for the entire length of the courthouse" before catching and arresting him, the complaint said. Federal agents said Mr. Flores-Ruiz was removed from the United States in 2013 and that there was no record of him seeking or receiving permission to return.

Judge Dugan was arrested and charged with obstructing a proceeding of a federal agency, and concealing an individual to prevent his discovery and arrest.

The arrest of the judge marked an escalation of the Trump administration's warnings that local officials must not impede federal efforts to deport millions of undocumented immigrants. Attorney General Pam Bondi and other administration officials have defended the case against Judge Dugan.

"It doesn't matter what line of work you are in, if you break the law, we will follow the facts and we will prosecute you," Ms. Bondi said in a video.

Elected Democrats in Wisconsin and beyond have criticized the case against the judge and accused prosecutors of politicizing the situation. And earlier this month, more than 150 former state and federal judges signed a letter to Ms. Bondi calling the arrest of Judge Dugan an attempt to intimidate the judiciary.

"This cynical effort undermines the rule of law," that letter said, "and destroys the trust the American people have in the nation's judges to administer justice in the courtrooms and in the halls of justice across the land."

Julie Bosman contributed reporting.
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U.S. Charges Russian Scientist With Smuggling

A government lawyer told a federal judge on Wednesday that the intention is to deport Kseniia Petrova, a Harvard researcher, to Russia. 

Kseniia Petrova, a Harvard scientist, has been in a correctional facility in Louisiana for the past three months since being detained. Polina Pugacheva, via Associated Press



By Ellen Barry



May 14, 2025 at 07:37 PM

The Trump administration announced criminal smuggling charges on Wednesday against Kseniia Petrova, a Harvard scientist who was detained three months ago after failing to declare scientific samples she was carrying in her luggage.

In a hearing in federal district court earlier in the day, a government lawyer told a federal judge that the Trump administration intends to deport Ms. Petrova back to Russia, a country she fled in 2022, despite her fear that she will be arrested there over her history of political protest.

The moves represent an escalation in the government's case against Ms. Petrova, which in recent weeks has drawn attention from scientists and academics around the world. 

And it brought the government into conflict with the federal judge in Vermont, which scheduled a bail hearing for Ms. Petrova later this month, apparently setting the stage for her release. 

Ms. Petrova has admitted that she failed to declare the samples, but her lawyer has argued that this would ordinarily be treated as a minor infraction, punishable with a fine. Instead, the customs official canceled Ms. Petrova's J-1 visa on the spot and initiated deportation proceedings.

 Christina Reiss, chief judge of the United States District Court in Vermont, repeatedly quizzed the government lawyers about their grounds for canceling Ms. Petrova's visa and detaining her. 

"Where is that authority?" she asked. "Where does a customs and border patrol officer have the authority on his or her own to revoke a visa?" she said. "It's got to be somewhere. Because there is no way that person has kind of an unlimited determination."

The criminal charges will further complicate Ms. Petrova's desire to remain in the United States and return to her laboratory at Harvard Medical School. Ms. Petrova told colleagues on Wednesday afternoon that she had been abruptly told to gather her things because she was leaving ICE custody.

Ms. Petrova's attorney, Gregory Romanovsky, said the criminal charge, "filed three months after the alleged customs violation, is clearly intended to make Kseniia look like a criminal to justify their efforts to deport her."

He said the Vermont hearing had established that Ms. Petrova was detained unlawfully.  

"Almost immediately after the hearing, we were blindsided by the unsealing of a meritless criminal complaint," Mr. Romanovsky said. "The timing of Kseniia's transfer out of ICE custody into criminal custody is especially suspect because it happened right after the judge set a bail hearing for her release." 

In the event Ms. Petrova is convicted, the smuggling charge could lead to a sentence of up to 20 years in prison, or a fine of up to $250,000. In the criminal complaint, a federal agent states that Ms. Petrova "fraudulently and knowingly" imported undeclared biological specimens, including samples on slides and "frog embryos in microcentrifuges." 

The complaint details text messages between Ms. Petrova and her colleagues in which she says she has "no plan" for carrying the samples through customs. The complaint also notes that before she left Russia, Ms. Petrova worked for a genetic research center with ties to the Russian government. 

The actions of Ms. Petrova and the customs officer were cast very differently in the Vermont courtroom. Judge Reiss noted that she had reviewed the statute laying out the grounds for customs officers to find someone inadmissible to the United States, and "I don't see anything about customs violations."

Jeffrey M. Hartman, an attorney representing the Department of Justice, said "it's the secretary of state's authority" to cancel a visa, and that the secretary has delegated that authority to customs officials.

"The C.B.P. office was our first line of defense against unknown biological materials from a foreign national out of a port of entry," he said.

Mr. Hartman argued that the federal court in Vermont had no jurisdiction over Ms. Petrova's detention. He said Ms. Petrova may contest her detention, but only in an immigration court in Louisiana, where ICE is holding her.

"It's not something that a district court can entertain," he said. "We think the proper venue for that question is Louisiana, where she is detained and where her custodian is."

"But she is only detained there because you moved her," said the judge.

Judge Reiss asked the government to clarify whether or not it planned to deport Ms. Petrova to Russia.

"You are asking for her removal to Russia?" she asked.

"Yes, your honor," Mr. Hartman replied.

Federal courts in Vermont have handed down a series of decisions frustrating President Trump's immigration policy. 

On May 9, Tufts doctoral student Rumeysa Ozturk was released from detention on the orders of a judge, William K. Sessions III, who said that her continued detention could chill "the speech of the millions and millions of individuals in this country who are not citizens."

And on April 30, Judge Geoffrey W. Crawford ordered the release of Mohsen Mahdawi, a student organizer at Columbia University who was detained by immigration authorities during an interview for his naturalization. Both Ms. Ozturk and Mr. Mahdawi were singled out because they had vocally protested Israel's military campaign in Gaza.

Ms. Petrova's case has no apparent basis in any political activism. But the attorney general of Massachusetts, Andrea Joy Campbell, who filed an amicus brief in the case, said Ms. Petrova's detention, like that of Ms. Ozturk, represented "reckless and cruel misuse of power to punish and terrorize noncitizen members of the academic community."

Adam Sychla, a postdoctoral research fellow who organized a group of roughly 20 Harvard students and faculty members who traveled from Cambridge to the courthouse in Burlington, Vt., said he had never met Ms. Petrova, but had immediately decided to make the drive.

"Whether I know her personally or not, is immaterial," he added. "I easily could have met her last week to start a collaboration. Instead, Kseniia is being unfairly detained."

Miles J. Herszenhorn contributed reporting from Cambridge, Mass.
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Trump Can Use Alien Enemies Act Against Venezuelan Gang, Judge Rules

The ruling, applying only to detainees held in western Pennsylvania, is the first to uphold the president's invocation of the wartime act. But it requires that detainees be given 21 days' notice.

Detainees at the Bluebonnet Detention Center in Anson, Texas, on Monday.  Brandon Bell/Getty Images



By Mattathias Schwartz and Alan Feuer



May 13, 2025 at 10:42 PM

A federal judge on Tuesday opened a path for the Trump administration to move forward with deporting a Venezuelan man under the Alien Enemies Act, a wartime law, but ruled that it must first give him notice in his native language, 21 days to object and an "opportunity to be heard" in court.

The ruling, by Judge Stephanie L. Haines of the Western District of Pennsylvania, could provide a legal opening for the administration to restart deportations under the Alien Enemies Act of Venezuelans whom it considers to be members of Tren de Aragua, a gang that the White House has designated as a terrorist organization. It applies only within Judge Haines's district, a portion of Pennsylvania that includes Pittsburgh and the Moshannon Valley Processing Center, a privately run immigration detention facility near Philipsburg.

The decision by Judge Haines, who was nominated by President Trump during his first term, cut against recent rulings by three other federal judges -- in Texas, Colorado and New York -- all of whom had determined that the administration was using the Alien Enemies Act unlawfully.

Those judges found that Mr. Trump's proclamation invoking the act improperly stretched its meaning, ruling that mass migration -- even by people who may be members of Tren de Aragua -- does not constitute an "invasion" or "predatory incursion," as the act requires. Judge Haines is the first to find that Mr. Trump's proclamation under the act was legal.

The American Civil Liberties Union, which has taken the lead in challenging deportations under the Alien Enemies Act, said it would appeal Judge Haines's decision.

The Supreme Court agreed in early April to temporarily allow the administration to proceed with its use of the law, provided it gave migrants the opportunity to challenge their deportations in court. As a result, judges around the country have been considering a series of challenges from migrants potentially subject to deportation under the law, including about 10 brought by the A.C.L.U.

One of those challenges has returned to the Supreme Court, where a ruling related to a group of Texas detainees could come any time.

Like some of her colleagues, Judge Haines found that the administration had not given detainees held under the Alien Enemies Act sufficient due process, as required by the Supreme Court. But her finding that Mr. Trump's proclamation under the act was legal increases pressure on the Supreme Court to resolve issues surrounding the president's use of the 18th-century statute.

"We disagree with the ruling and will appeal because the Alien Enemies Act is a wartime measure that cannot be used during peacetime to address migration or criminal activity," said Lee Gelernt, a lawyer for the A.C.L.U. "But we are pleased that the court rejected the government's argument that they can remove people in a mere 12 hours."

Mr. Gelernt said that "at the appropriate time," he also planned to contest the government's claim that his client, known by the initials A.S.R., was in fact a member of Tren de Aragua. The government has used an eight-point scale that assesses tattoos and clothing to decide who is and is not deportable under Mr. Trump's proclamation, according to court documents.

The A.C.L.U. has also brought a separate suit in Federal District Court in Washington, seeking to protect a related group of immigrants: about 140 Venezuelan men who were sent to El Salvador under the act in March and have been there ever since in the custody of jailers at a notorious prison known as CECOT.

The judge overseeing that case, James E. Boasberg, has indicated that he probably has the authority to consider the suit even though the men are no longer on U.S. soil. At a hearing last week, Judge Boasberg suggested that American officials might have what is known as "constructive custody" over the men because the Trump administration sent them to El Salvador under a deal with the Salvadoran government.
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congressional memo


As Trump Courts Gifts and Dangles Access, Congress Sits on the Sidelines

Republicans on Capitol Hill seem unlikely to challenge President Trump as he pushes ethics guardrails around profiting from the presidency to the breaking point.

In 1997, President Bill Clinton came under scrutiny for inviting donors to stay overnight in the White House's famed Lincoln Bedroom, setting off a firestorm around claims that he was shamelessly exploiting the presidency. Bettmann Archive, via Getty Images



By Carl Hulse
Reporting from the Capitol


May 13, 2025 at 09:31 PM

The president stood accused of dangling exclusive access to the White House for big bucks. Members of Congress were duly outraged, with one prominent Republican assailing him for using "probably one of the more sacrosanct places in America" to rake in cash. Months of high-profile congressional hearings ensued.

That was in 1997, when President Bill Clinton came under scrutiny for inviting campaign donors to stay overnight in the White House's famed Lincoln Bedroom, prompting a firestorm around claims that he was shamelessly exploiting the presidency.

Nearly three decades later, President Trump has drawn accusations of corruption and self-dealing for publicly flirting with accepting a $400 million luxury jet from Qatar and promising an exclusive country club dinner and White House tour for the largest buyers of his crypto coin, one of many financial exploits enriching him and his family.

But the Republicans who control Congress aren't rushing to convene investigative committees just yet. As is often the case when Mr. Trump's actions or words put him squarely in the middle of a controversy, top G.O.P. lawmakers are in no hurry to question the president or amplify the criticism.

"This is a hypothetical," the Senate majority leader, John Thune of South Dakota, said on Tuesday when asked if he was comfortable with the gifting of the jet. Should the matter move beyond the hypothetical stage, he said, "I can assure you there will be plenty of scrutiny of whatever that arrangement might look like."

To those who were caught up years ago in the frenzy over the Lincoln Bedroom, the acceptance of Mr. Trump's activities within his own party is discouraging to say the least.

"Where is the hue and cry?" Terry McAuliffe, a close Clinton friend and leading fund-raiser for his presidential campaigns who later became governor of Virginia, asked about Mr. Trump. "It is just astounding to me the double standard that goes on."

At the moment, most of the criticism is coming from Democrats, such as the Senate minority leader, Chuck Schumer of New York, who said on Tuesday that he would block all Justice Department political nominees until Mr. Trump and Attorney General Pam Bondi answered questions about the jet. His move could slow the consideration of dozens of top department officials, as well as federal prosecutors and marshals.

Mr. Schumer called Mr. Trump's suggestion that he would accept the plane "so corrupt that even Putin would give a double take," referring to the Russian leader, Vladimir V. Putin.

"And how are Republicans responding?" he asked. "With silence."

There has been some noise, though, from members of the G.O.P. expressing unease about the arrangement.

"If Qatar gives a plane to the president of the United States, it seems to me that raises questions of whether the administration would be in compliance with the gift law," said Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, one of the few current senators who also served at the time of the Clinton fund-raising hearings, and one of the few in her party who dares to challenge Mr. Trump.

In an interview on Fox News, Senator Rand Paul, Republican of Kentucky, said he did not "think it's a good idea" to accept the plane, adding that there was an "appearance of impropriety."

Senator Ted Cruz, Republican of Texas, raised national security concerns about the Qatari jet, noting the gulf nation's backing of Hamas and Hezbollah.

"I also think the plane poses significant espionage and surveillance problems," he told CNBC. "So we'll see how this issue plays out -- but I certainly have concerns."

Even some of Mr. Trump's most ardent conservative allies in the MAGA world, such as the far-right activist Laura Loomer and the podcaster Ben Shapiro, have said Mr. Trump should reconsider the gift given the donor country's record on human rights.

Other Republicans eagerly sided with Mr. Trump, who said earlier that it would be stupid to refuse such a gift considering it would potentially save American taxpayers money.

"I'm all for it," said Senator Tommy Tuberville, Republican of Alabama. "If they offer him a plane -- the ones we got, it costs a fortune to keep going."

Gifts and efforts to cash in on the White House have long been a touchy subject, and lesser instances have led to serious repercussions.

In a famous 1958 episode, Sherman Adams, chief of staff to President Dwight D. Eisenhower, was forced to resign after the revelation that he had accepted a vicuna overcoat and expensive rug from a New England friend with business interests before federal agencies. Mr. Eisenhower was reluctant to let him go, but go he did.

"As a result of this entire incident, all of us in America should have been made aware of one truth: this is that a gift is not necessarily a bribe," Mr. Eisenhower told reporters.

Sherman Adams, chief of staff to President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in 1958. Bettmann Archive, via Getty Images


The Clinton fund-raising investigation was prompted by revelations that some of Mr. Clinton's significant donors had been treated to overnight stays in the revered Lincoln Bedroom and had been invited to White House coffees and golf outings. The revelations led to demands for a special counsel, though Attorney General Janet Reno refused to appoint one.

Mr. Clinton insisted he had done nothing wrong and said that while the overnight guests may have been high-powered contributors who gave millions of dollars to his campaigns, they were also his friends.

"I did not have any strangers here," Mr. Clinton said at a February 1997 White House news conference. "The Lincoln Bedroom was never sold. That was one more false story we have had to endure, and the facts will show what the truth is."

Senator John McCain, the Arizona Republican and later presidential candidate who was a leading proponent of tighter campaign finance rules, said that nonetheless he was disappointed in the president.

"The president of the United States, in seeking to raise money for his re-election, was willing to use the Lincoln Bedroom, probably one of the more sacrosanct places in America, in order to gain those financial funds which he felt were necessary," Mr. McCain said.

Republicans who controlled the Senate convened months of hearings by the Governmental Affairs Committee, which in the end produced dueling Republican and Democratic findings that fund-raising activities pursued by both parties were ethically questionable, though not illegal. That report, and one by the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, did help spur approval of Mr. McCain's campaign finance overhaul about four years later.

Mr. McAuliffe noted that for all the claims and insinuations that swirled around the Lincoln Bedroom matter, there was never a hint that Mr. Clinton was trying to personally profit during his White House years.

By contrast, Mr. Trump's conduct has drawn allegations of corruption since even before he began his first term, when he refused to divest from his vast business holdings when he assumed the presidency. His recent activities, including the launch of the $TRUMP memecoin that allows investors around the world to enrich him and his family, have gone much further.

"Nobody said that the Clintons in the White House enriched themselves," Mr. McAuliffe said. "He left office broke, broke, broke."
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Gabbard Seeks to Consolidate Her Control of President's Daily Brief

President Trump has wondered over time about whether the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, which was created after the 9/11 attacks, should continue to exist.

The moves by Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, are part of her effort to shore up the role of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Maggie Haberman and Julian E. Barnes



May 14, 2025 at 06:09 PM

Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, is moving the assembly of the president's daily intelligence brief from the C.I.A. headquarters to her own complex, according to officials briefed on the move.

The brief, a summary of intelligence and analysis about global hot spots and national security threats, is overseen and presented to the president by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence. But C.I.A. officers write much of the analysis in the document and produce it, pulling together articles and graphics on the agency's classified computer systems.

Ms. Gabbard's decision comes as President Trump has openly mused to aides over time about whether the office she leads -- which was created after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks to improve interagency coordination -- should continue to exist, according to two people with knowledge of his remarks. Ms. Gabbard has discussed Mr. Trump's concerns with him directly and has considered how to overhaul the office, according to one official.

Ms. Gabbard's office announced the decision internally on Tuesday. C.I.A. staff were told in a memo from the agency's directorate of analysis that such a move had been considered several times over the years.

The memo, which was described to The New York Times, said there was "much to be worked out about transition timelines and our own processes." The infrastructure to create the briefing is sizable and owned by the C.I.A. and could be difficult to move or replicate at Ms. Gabbard's office.

Moving the production of the daily brief was one of two decisions Ms. Gabbard made on Tuesday. She also ordered the National Intelligence Council to relocate to her headquarters.

The moves are part of an effort by Ms. Gabbard to shore up the role of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence and ensure that she has oversight and control over two of the most important functions of her post. Critics of her agency argue that its work should be folded back into the C.I.A., whose current director is John Ratcliffe.

An official from Ms. Gabbard's office said that physically moving the daily brief was intended to speed response times to certain queries. The official said the move was meant to offer the president more "timely and actionable" intelligence.

A C.I.A. spokeswoman declined to comment.

In a statement, the White House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, did not address Ms. Gabbard's move of the daily brief to her headquarters, instead saying that she is "clearly doing an excellent job keeping the president constantly informed of national security developments around the world" and adding that Mr. Trump has "full confidence in her."

Former intelligence officials raised questions about the move. Beth Sanner, who oversaw the president's intelligence brief in the first Trump administration, said it would be "a huge mistake." 

"Ultimately and ironically, it would probably reduce the O.D.N.I. role because it would separate their oversight from the C.I.A. teams doing most of the work," Ms. Sanner said. She added, "It would create inefficiencies and risk miscommunication and mistakes. Ironically, over time, this probably will lessen O.D.N.I.'s oversight role and give C.I.A. more control -- out of sight, out of mind."

The C.I.A. memo said that while the directorate of analysis role in supporting the daily brief would evolve, "we will remain laser-focused on the president's and Director Ratcliffe's priorities and our core mission -- generating and delivering insight with impact, free from political or personal bias."

It is not clear how many C.I.A. personnel assigned to the P.D.B., as the brief is called, and to the National Intelligence Council will move. People familiar with the matter, who were not authorized to discuss internal concerns publicly, said a number of employees at the agency were looking for new assignments to avoid moving to Ms. Gabbard's office.

The relocation of the National Intelligence Council was reported earlier by Fox News, which also reported that Ms. Gabbard had removed the acting chair of the council, Michael Collins, and his deputy. Mr. Collins is a senior C.I.A. officer who had been detailed to the council, and current and former officials confirmed that he has been sent back to the C.I.A.

Mr. Collins is known for his expertise on China. During the Biden administration, he helped with the strategic planning that led to the C.I.A.'s China Mission Center. Mr. Ratcliffe has praised the focus on China and promised to expand those efforts.

Mr. Collins and the council had been caught up in a dispute over the truth of Mr. Trump's claim in March that a criminal gang, Tren de Aragua, is controlled by Venezuela's government. That claim is a central premise of Mr. Trump's invocation of a wartime law to deport people accused of being members of the gang to a Salvadoran prison without due process.

In February, the intelligence community circulated an assessment that reached the opposite conclusion. The administration asked the National Intelligence Council to take a second look at the available evidence, but in an April memo, the council reaffirmed the findings contradicting Mr. Trump.

Laura Loomer, the far-right activist who has successfully lobbied the administration to fire other security officials, then attacked the National Intelligence Council on social media as "career anti-Trump bureaucrats" who "need to be replaced if they want to promote open borders," posting images of Mr. Collins's resume and an article about the council's assessment.

An official briefed on the matter denied that Mr. Collins's removal was connected to the Venezuela assessment or to Ms. Loomer.

Before the creation of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence in 2004, the C.I.A. was responsible for assembling the President's Daily Brief and overseeing the National Intelligence Council, which brings together disparate intelligence agencies to examine various issues and writes intelligence estimates and other assessments.

After the director of national intelligence took responsibility for both, the operations remained at the C.I.A.'s headquarters in Langley, Va., just outside Washington. The view was that analysts and officers working on the products would be closer to the C.I.A. analysts who drafted most of the articles. The headquarters of the director of national intelligence, known as Liberty Crossing, is a few miles away.

But an official briefed on the decision to move the P.D.B. and the National Intelligence Council to the headquarters of the director of national intelligence said it would allow Ms. Gabbard and her staff members to reshape the brief in response to questions from Mr. Trump and other policymakers. It was not clear how that would be different from the existing system.

Mr. Trump picked Ms. Gabbard for the role relatively early in the presidential transition. He has questioned whether the office needs to continue to operate and has discussed with Ms. Gabbard how to overhaul it, according to one person with knowledge of the discussions. Some observers of the intelligence community have also suggested that it may have outlived its utility, though that discussion is parallel to one about whether it has grown well past the size it was originally intended to be.

Controlling the production of the daily brief may give Ms. Gabbard a more direct line to Mr. Trump and his core circle in the West Wing.

An array of senior officials are given a version of the brief and many have a personal briefer. Those officials often send questions or requests back to the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.

Congress gave the office oversight of the National Intelligence Council and President's Daily Brief to ensure that it evaluated information from all the spy agencies, not just the C.I.A. Ms. Gabbard's decision would put the people working on the brief closer to those responsible for overseeing the ultimate product.

Since taking the role, Ms. Gabbard has frequently sought to communicate her attentiveness to Mr. Trump's stated interests on her social media feed, including by saying that all files related to President John F. Kennedy's assassination would be immediately declassified without redactions, as the president wanted.

Tens of thousands of pages were ultimately released, including some with various people's Social Security numbers visible, prompting the White House to move to contain the fallout.

The files have yet to show anything that reveals new information about who was behind the assassination.

Charlie Savage and Mark Mazzetti contributed reporting.
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House Republicans Push Forward Plan to Cut Taxes, Medicaid and Food Aid

Three committees advanced legislation that would combine into the "big beautiful bill" to enact President Trump's agenda. But the package faces a rocky path.

Speaker Mike Johnson at the Capitol on Wednesday. House Republicans continued to press for a bill that would extend President Trump's 2017 tax cuts. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Catie Edmondson and Margot Sanger-Katz
Reporting from Washington


May 14, 2025 at 04:23 PM

House Republicans on Wednesday pushed forward with major legislation to deliver President Trump's domestic agenda, moving over the opposition of Democrats to advance cuts to taxes, Medicaid and food assistance after slogging through all-night and all-day drafting sessions.

The votes, in three key committees, were a crucial step for what Mr. Trump has labeled the "big beautiful bill" that Republicans hope to push through the House by the end of next week. The approvals sent the main pieces of the legislation to the full House, where G.O.P. leaders were racing to pass it before a Memorial Day recess.

The measure would extend Mr. Trump's 2017 tax cut and temporarily enact his campaign pledges not to tax tips or overtime pay. Cuts to Medicaid, food stamps and subsidies for clean energy would partly offset the roughly $3.8 trillion cost of those tax measures, as well as increased spending on the military and immigration enforcement.

"The American people are counting on us to get this done and get it done quickly, and we are on target to do it," Speaker Mike Johnson, Republican of Louisiana, said on Wednesday morning at a news conference at the Capitol.

Even as the committees approved their slices of the plan in party-line votes, House Republican leaders faced dissent in their ranks that could delay or derail passage. Conservative lawmakers have argued the proposed cuts to Medicaid, which stopped short of an overhaul in an effort to protect vulnerable Republicans, do not go far enough.

And Republicans from high-tax states like New York were furious about a provision that would increase the limit on the state and local tax deduction to $30,000 from $10,000, a cap they regard as far too low and which was still being negotiated.

The plan is also facing Republican opposition in the Senate. Senators Rand Paul of Kentucky and Ron Johnson of Wisconsin have said the current bill is fiscally irresponsible. Senator Susan Collins of Maine has said she opposes at least one Medicaid provision in the legislation. And Senator Josh Hawley of Missouri described the bill's changes to the government health program for the poor as a nonstarter, saying they amounted to "taxing the poor to give to the rich."

"This is real Medicaid benefit cuts," he said in an interview with CNN on Wednesday, pointing to several specific policies in the bill.

"I can't support that," Mr. Hawley continued. "No Republican should support that. We're the party of the working class. We need to act like it."

Republicans are using a process known as budget reconciliation to shield the measure from a filibuster and push it through Congress with a simple majority. With all Democrats opposed, they can afford to lose no more than three votes in the House and three in the Senate.

Democrats have aimed most of their criticism at the bill's health care provisions, which they believe will be politically damaging to Republicans who back them. More than eight million Americans are estimated to lose insurance coverage if the bill becomes law.

In three simultaneous committee meetings beginning on Tuesday, lawmakers extensively debated the major elements of the sprawling legislation.

The Ways and Means Committee approved the tax provisions of the bill, estimated to cost $3.8 trillion over a decade, just after 8 a.m. on Wednesday after a session that lasted more than 17 hours.

The Agriculture Committee, which took a break from debate on Tuesday night and reconvened for nearly 12 hours on Wednesday, approved major cuts to food assistance programs through increased work requirements and by shifting some of the program's cost to the states from the federal government. Democrats repeatedly bashed the Republican proposal as a scheme to take basic necessities from children and families in order to cut taxes for wealthy Americans and corporations.

The Energy and Commerce Committee, whose portion of the bill includes major funding cuts and policy changes to Medicaid, plowed ahead through Tuesday night and into Wednesday afternoon before approving its part of the package. The Congressional Budget Office has estimated that the committee's proposed changes, which are concentrated on health care programs, would save more than $900 billion over the next decade.

Debate on the Medicaid provisions began after midnight on Wednesday. By the time lawmakers began discussing those proposals, the committee had approved parts of the bill that rolled back Biden-era energy and environmental policies.

The overnight session was contentious, including an extended debate about whether lawmakers should be allowed to mention one another by name. A decision not to use names led to the partial censorship of a poster describing high Medicaid enrollment in certain Republican congressional districts. (Later in the morning, Representative Frank Pallone Jr. of New Jersey, the top Democrat on the committee, broke the rule. "I know I'm not supposed to say it," he said, before naming Representative John Joyce, Republican of Pennsylvania.)

Much of the discussion centered on work requirements that the bill would impose on adult Medicaid beneficiaries without children, the centerpiece of the Republican proposal. The policy, which would begin in 2029, is expected to push millions of Americans off the program and achieve significant spending reductions. Under the provision, Medicaid beneficiaries would need to submit paperwork every month showing that they worked at least 80 hours or qualified for an exception.

Republicans defended the requirements, noting that they were generally supported by the public and arguing that they would create incentives for work.

"We don't want people to be on this program for forever," Representative Cliff Bentz, Republican of Oregon, said on Wednesday morning. "And this is a really good way to get off it and get a job."

But Democrats assailed the provisions, arguing that its complex reporting rules would cause eligible people to lose health coverage. Republican committee aides were asked to answer detailed questions about what would happen if a person failed to file required paperwork while hospitalized for a psychiatric issue, or whether someone could lose coverage for failing to work a year ago.

Many of the details of the work requirement were modeled on a program in Georgia that has resulted in low enrollment and high administrative costs. Studies suggest that most Medicaid beneficiaries who would be subject to the new rules already work, and previous state experiments with work requirements nevertheless resulted in large coverage losses.

Representative Brett Guthrie, a Kentucky Republican who chairs the Energy and Commerce Committee, said Republicans had "crafted this bill carefully to avoid the issues" that Georgia had faced.

"We absolutely don't want people who qualify for Medicaid to not receive Medicaid because of red tape, particularly when they're trying to work," Mr. Guthrie said.

Debate also focused on a new co-payment requirement for when some Medicaid patients go to the doctor, a change that some Democrats characterized as a "sick tax" that would prevent low-income people from seeking care.

The final Energy and Commerce Committee vote on the legislation came after 4 p.m. on Wednesday, more than 26 hours after debate began and divided on party lines. 

"We've been here a long time," said Representative Lizzie Fletcher, Democrat of Texas, near the end of debate. "I know we have said a lot of things over and over, but I hope that repetition has registered."

After the gavel fell on the final vote, Mr. Guthrie announced there would be birthday cake for "our colleague from Alabama," referring to Representative Gary Palmer, a Republican who could not be named under the rule he had imposed many hours earlier.

Though debate on the tax provisions wrapped up somewhat more quickly, at least one of its major elements -- the state and local tax deduction -- remained unresolved. Mr. Johnson has been negotiating with New York Republicans to raise the cap their party established in 2017 on the amount of state and local taxes Americans can write off on their federal returns.

"This is clearly an unfinished product," said Representative Richard E. Neal of Massachusetts, the top Democrat on the Ways and Means Committee. "There is a long way to go." 

Andrew Duehren and Maya C. Miller contributed reporting.
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Kennedy, Defending Downsizing, Clashes With Democrats in Tense Hearings

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., testifying before Congress for the first time as health secretary, also said he did not think Americans should be taking "medical advice from me."

Video: 'My Opinions About Vaccines Are Irrelevant,' Kennedy Says

During a congressional hearing on the Trump administration's drastic overhaul of federal health agencies on Wednesday, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the health secretary, said, "I don't think people should be taking advice, medical advice from me."


By Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Reporting from Washington


May 14, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. delivered a defiant defense on Wednesday of his drastic overhaul of federal health agencies, insisting to members of Congress that he had "not fired any working scientists" and was "not withholding money for lifesaving research" despite evidence to the contrary.

In back-to-back appearances before House and Senate committees, Mr. Kennedy, a longtime critic of vaccination, also made clear that he did not think the health secretary should be in the business of making vaccine recommendations. He ducked questions about whether, if he had young children today, they would be inoculated against measles, chickenpox or polio.

"I don't think people should be taking advice, medical advice from me," the health secretary said.

After weeks of controversy about his plans for autism research, Mr. Kennedy also testified that federally funded studies should focus solely on identifying "environmental toxins" -- a term that Mr. Kennedy's critics say is code for vaccines.

"I'm told that there was a 20-to-1 research ratio for genetic causes over the past 20 years," he said, adding: "I believe that was because they did not want to look at the environmental exposure because they were scared. So I don't think we should be funding that genetic work anymore."

Mr. Kennedy had come to Capitol Hill, his first appearance there since becoming health secretary, to promote President Trump's budget for the next fiscal year. But his testimony devolved into a series of fiery exchanges with Democrats, who wanted to talk about the mass layoffs and cuts to research funding he has already imposed.

Engineered in part by Elon Musk and his team at the Department of Government Efficiency, the remake of the health department includes cutting 20,000 jobs -- one-quarter of the health work force. It also collapses entire agencies, including those devoted to mental health and addiction treatment, and emergency preparedness, into a new, ill-defined "Administration for a Healthy America."

Democrats charged that in making the cuts, Mr. Kennedy had usurped the power of Congress. Representative Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut, the top Democrat on the House Appropriations Committee, pointedly directed him to language in the Constitution that gives Congress the power of the purse.

"You have an obligation to carry out the law and to implement what the Congress has done," she said sharply. Mr. Kennedy insisted that if Congress gave his agency money, he would spend it. Ms. DeLauro shook her head, looking disgusted.

"Unbelievable," she said. "Unbelievable."

Mr. Kennedy clashed openly and angrily with Democratic lawmakers on both sides of the Capitol. He showed little hesitation in telling them they were wrong, and engaged in a heated back-and-forth that is unusual for any witness, much less a cabinet secretary coming to Congress to ask for money to run his agency.

"I don't know if you understand this or whether you are just mouthing the Democratic talking points," Mr. Kennedy said to Representative Josh Harder, Democrat of California, who asked about cuts to Medicaid.

The health secretary testified that while Mr. Trump's budget cuts would be "painful," they were necessary to ease the federal government's $2 trillion deficit.

Some of Mr. Kennedy's statements did not comport with the facts. He told the Senate health committee that no current vaccines except those for Covid had been tested against placebo. That prompted the committee's Republican chairman, Senator Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, who had left the room, to return to correct him.

"The secretary made the statement that no vaccines except Covid have been evaluated against placebo," Mr. Cassidy said. "That's not true. A rotavirus, measles and HPV vaccines have been."

Mr. Kennedy's assertion that he has "not fired any working scientists" flies in the face of reality. Hundreds of scientists from the National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration have lost their jobs as part of his plan to overhaul the Department of Health and Human Services.

The Trump administration has also frozen or canceled scores of research grants at academic institutions, many of them from the National Institutes of Health, which falls under Mr. Kennedy's purview. Columbia University alone has experienced significant cuts to more than 300 federal grants, many of them for medical research.

Mr. Trump has published only the broad outlines of his budget plan, which calls for deep cuts to the N.I.H. and the C.D.C. In written testimony submitted to the committee, Mr. Kennedy said the cuts would save money "without impacting critical services."

The budget blueprint, the statement said, "recognizes the fiscal challenges our country faces today, and the need to update and redirect our investments to meet the needs of a rapidly changing world."

Republicans largely praised Mr. Kennedy, but their questions revealed that they, too, were somewhat uncomfortable with his changes. In the House, several asked about projects in their districts. Representative Chuck Fleischmann of Tennessee, who represents candy manufacturers, worried aloud that Mr. Kennedy's plan to rid the food supply of certain petroleum-based dyes would cost his constituents money.

Representative Stephanie Bice, Republican of Oklahoma, urged Mr. Kennedy to protect a medical research foundation in her district. Representative Riley Moore, Republican of West Virginia, expressed relief that Mr. Kennedy had reversed the firings of more than 100 employees with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, which helps protect coal miners from black lung disease.

In the Senate, Mr. Cassidy called on Mr. Kennedy to articulate "a clearly defined plan or objective." Mr. Cassidy voted to confirm Mr. Kennedy despite intense misgivings about his views on vaccines. He had asked Mr. Kennedy to testify about the job cuts at the health department last month, but the secretary did not appear.

"Much of the conversation around H.H.S.'s agenda has been set by anonymous sources in the media and individuals with a bias against the president," Mr. Cassidy said. "Americans need direct reassurance from the administration, from you, Mr. Secretary, that its reforms will make their lives easier, not harder."

That may be a tall order. A recent poll by KFF, a nonpartisan health policy research organization, found that a majority of the public opposed major cuts to staffing and spending at the nation's health agencies. A majority of Americans said the Trump administration was "recklessly making broad cuts to programs and staff, including some that are necessary for agencies to function."

In anticipation of the hearing, Senator Bernie Sanders, independent of Vermont and the ranking member on the health committee, released a report on Tuesday that accused Mr. Trump of waging an "unprecedented, illegal and outrageous attack on science and scientists." The report found, for instance, that Mr. Trump cut cancer research by 31 percent over the first three months of this year, compared with the same time frame last year.

"Trump's war on science is an attack against anyone who has ever loved someone with cancer," Mr. Sanders said in a statement. "The American people do not want us to slash cancer research in order to give more tax breaks for billionaires."

Mr. Kennedy insisted to House members on Wednesday morning that he had managed a growing measles outbreak better than his counterparts in other nations. The outbreak, which began in West Texas, has killed two unvaccinated children and one adult, and has now sickened more than 1,000 people in 30 states, according to the C.D.C.

Mr. Kennedy has acknowledged that vaccines are an effective way of preventing the spread of measles. But he has insisted that the choice to vaccinate should be voluntary.

He has instead promoted treating the disease after infection with alternative therapies, including cod liver oil, which contains vitamin A -- a remedy that doctors said had sickened some children who took too much of it. Ms. DeLauro accused him of "promoting quackery."

Mr. Kennedy also clashed on Wednesday with Representative Bonnie Watson Coleman, a New Jersey Democrat, who asked about cuts to home heating programs and accused him of "attempting to legitimize racial discrimination" by eliminating funding for minority health programs. "My time has expired," he said sharply, after she cut off his answer.

To that, Ms. Watson Coleman shot back: "Well, then so has your legitimacy."

But by far the most passionate Democrat was Ms. DeLauro, who survived ovarian cancer nearly four decades ago and has served in Congress for 34 years. She grew emotional after the hearing, as she spoke about how research funded by the National Institutes of Health had most likely saved her life.

"I'm here," Ms. DeLauro said, fighting back tears, "because of the grace of God and biomedical research."
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Pete Buttigieg Stirs 2028 Speculation as He Drops Into Iowa

With Democrats sizing up their 2028 plans, Pete Buttigieg spoke at a town hall in Cedar Rapids and criticized the Trump administration: "The American people bow to no king."

At a town hall on Tuesday night in Iowa, Pete Buttigieg said Democrats needed to adjust their pitch to voters, insisting that they must "connect everything we believe, everything we say, everything we do, to everyday life." Thalassa Raasch for The New York Times



By Kellen Browning
Reporting from Cedar Rapids, Iowa


May 14, 2025 at 02:30 AM

He has a new, carefully groomed beard. He bantered with bros for hours on an irreverent comedy podcast. And on Tuesday, he criticized the Trump administration through an appeal to patriotism in a state early on the presidential nominating calendar.

Pete Buttigieg is inching back into the Democrats' spotlight this spring with a series of appearances that have prompted speculation about how one of the party's most evidently ambitious politicians might spend the lead-up to 2028.

With Democrats still searching for a direction and a standard-bearer after November's loss to President Trump, supporters of Mr. Buttigieg, a smooth-talking former mayor from Indiana who served as the transportation secretary in the Biden administration, hope he might take up that mantle.

Without ever uttering Mr. Trump's name, Mr. Buttigieg, in front of a veteran-heavy crowd of more than 1,600 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, assailed the president's efforts to cut the Department of Veterans Affairs and his broader handling of the country. He implored attendees to exert "peaceful but energetic" pressure on their representatives to block cuts to federal agencies and tax breaks for the wealthy. And he expressed optimism that people would resist Mr. Trump and restore faith in democracy.

"There is a parade of horribles emanating from this White House," said Mr. Buttigieg, 43. But, he added, "the American people bow to no king."

In an interview earlier in the day with the Substack writer Anand Giridharadas, Mr. Buttigieg said that any decision about running in 2028 was "a long way off." But he suggested that as he has done in the past, he would "assess" what he brought to the table.

His town hall in Iowa, sponsored by VoteVets, a progressive veterans group, was his most notable involvement yet in the Democratic shadow primary race, with prominent governors and members of Congress competing for attention as they weigh 2028 presidential bids.

They have been busy: Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the party's 2024 vice-presidential nominee, held a town hall in Iowa in March and plans to attend state party conventions this month in California and South Carolina, which is expected to host an early primary. Gov. JB Pritzker of Illinois ramped up 2028 speculation with a fiery speech last month in New Hampshire, another state traditionally at the front of the primary calendar. Senator Ruben Gallego of Arizona held an event last week in Pennsylvania, a top battleground state.

And Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York, who has been less obvious about 2028 signaling but is seen as a possible contender, has been traveling the country alongside Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont to rally supporters against the influence of big money in politics.

VoteVets is an ally of Mr. Buttigieg, a former Naval intelligence officer who deployed to Afghanistan, but the group is also close with other potential 2028 contenders with military experience, including Mr. Walz and Mr. Gallego.

Mr. Buttigieg, for his part, has shown particular interest in how Democrats can win back the overlapping mix of working-class voters, men and disenchanted Americans who gravitated to Mr. Trump's vision of upending the establishment last November.

At the town hall in Iowa, he offered no hints as to his ultimate political aspirations, though he did remind attendees of his past success in the Hawkeye State.

Mr. Buttigieg's "ability to communicate in an authentic, in-depth way is what really gets through to people who may not otherwise be super political," said Zach Wahls, a friend and Iowa state senator. Thalassa Raasch for The New York Times


During one previous trip, "I was sort of winning the Iowa caucus," he said casually, scratching his head as though reluctant to brag. "Run again!" someone yelled from the crowd. Mr. Buttigieg just chuckled.

Whether Mr. Buttigieg can successfully reach beyond the highly engaged voters who tune into MSNBC and read traditional news -- the people who would attend a midweek political event in a non-election year -- could determine whether he stands out in what is expected to be a crowded primary field.

Mr. Buttigieg has been explicit about his goal of reaching the apolitical voters who have said they feel the Democratic Party has become too focused on elites. Fielding questions from attendees on Tuesday about how the party could regain voters' trust, he suggested it needed to have "some tough conversations."

Democrats, Mr. Buttigieg said, must devise more proactive policy plans, rather than just defining themselves in opposition to Mr. Trump. And the party needed to "connect everything we believe, everything we say, everything we do, to everyday life," he said.

Mr. Buttigieg also acknowledged his party had done a poor job last year by insisting that the economy was doing well by traditional metrics even as voters were consistently expressing financial frustration, comparing it to minimizing the angst of an angry spouse. "How does that go over?" he asked.

Speaking with reporters after the event, Mr. Buttigieg was less definitive about whether Democrats had erred in supporting President Joseph R. Biden Jr. in the re-election bid that he ultimately abandoned over concerns about his age.

Asked whether he had seen Mr. Biden experience cognitive decline last year -- something Mr. Biden has pushed back against in recent interviews -- Mr. Buttigieg did not answer directly. He did say that when he and Mr. Biden dealt with a bridge collapse in Baltimore last spring, "the same president that the world saw addressing that was the president that I was in the Oval with."

Would the party have been better off if Mr. Biden had not run for re-election?

"Maybe," Mr. Buttigieg allowed. "Right now, with the benefit of hindsight, I think most people would agree that that's the case."

Zach Wahls, a Democratic state senator in Iowa who is considering a run for U.S. Senate, said Mr. Buttigieg was "trying to meet voters where they are, and I think that is one of the most important things for the Democratic Party to do going forward."

"His ability to communicate in an authentic, in-depth way is what really gets through to people who may not otherwise be superpolitical or who are frustrated with both parties," Mr. Wahls added.

That was a sentiment echoed by attendees on Tuesday, who said they appreciated Mr. Buttigieg's straightforward way of speaking.

"He doesn't talk that political speech," said Chris Bzdill, 55, of Cedar Rapids. "He understands that not everybody may agree with his view, but he's going to give people an idea of where he stands. He's not going to sit on the fence."

The Iowa Republican Party had a different perspective on Mr. Buttigieg's event. In a statement, it said Mr. Trump was improving access to health care for veterans while cutting wasteful spending at the Department of Veterans Affairs, and offered a contrasting take on Democrats from local veterans themselves.

"Mayor Buttigieg and Democrats want to rewrite history, but veterans across Iowa know the truth: President Trump put them first," Wayne Kreutner, an Air Force veteran in the Cedar Rapids area, said in the statement. "Joe Biden and the Democrats put politics first."

Mr. Buttigieg first burst onto the national scene in the 2020 Democratic presidential primary as the little-known mayor of South Bend, Ind., population 100,000. He quickly gained acclaim for his sharp debate lines and cogent communication skills, but ultimately faded as Mr. Biden consolidated his support.

Lately, Mr. Buttigieg has been more visible, addressing college students at the University of California, Santa Barbara; getting laughs with Stephen Colbert on his late-night show; and appearing on the "Flagrant" comedy podcast, which bills itself as delivering "unruly hot takes" and opposing political correctness.

Mr. Buttigieg, who now lives in Michigan with his husband and two children, was considered a contender for the open Senate and governor races there, but he bowed out of both contests in March, fueling more speculation about a presidential run.

Mr. Wahls, a friend of Mr. Buttigieg's who attended the town hall, said before the event that he was eager to see Mr. Buttigieg's new beard in person. "Beard looks good!" he wrote in a text.

But did he think it could be some sort of careful political calculation, planned to better appeal to the everyman voter? "I don't know," Mr. Wahls replied. "Every man's relationship with his facial hair is a little different; I won't speculate."
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A Book Points to Biden's Decline and Democrats' Cowardice: 6 Takeaways

The book, "Original Sin," describes how Mr. Biden's aides quashed concerns about his age. But the anonymous accounts show that many Democrats are still afraid to discuss the issue publicly.

The book's reliance on anonymous sourcing reveals the enduring chill that President Biden's loyalists have cast over a Democratic Party still afraid to grapple publicly with what many say privately was his waning ability to campaign and serve in office. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Reid J. Epstein
Reid J. Epstein covered the Biden campaign for The New York Times.


May 14, 2025 at 12:34 AM

A forthcoming book that promises explosive new details on former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s mental and physical decline while in the White House has revived the subject of how his aides and top Democrats handled his decision to run for re-election.

The book, "Original Sin," by Jake Tapper of CNN and Alex Thompson of Axios, chronicles how Mr. Biden's advisers stomped out discussion of his age-related limitations, including internal concerns of aides, external worries of Democratic allies and scrutiny by journalists. Mr. Biden had long been gaffe-prone, but as he forgot familiar names and faces and showed his physical frailty, the authors write, aides wrapped him in a protective political cocoon.

At the same time, the book is so reliant on anonymous sourcing -- very few aides or elected officials are quoted by name -- that it reveals the enduring chill that Mr. Biden's loyalists have cast over a Democratic Party still afraid to grapple publicly with what many say privately was his waning ability to campaign and serve in office. Already, Mr. Biden has begun pushing back against reporting on the end of his presidency, re-emerging for interviews to try to shape his legacy.

The book does not contain any astonishing revelation that changes the broad perception of whether Mr. Biden, now 82, was fit to serve as president. Instead, it is a collection of smaller occurrences and observations reflecting his decline. The authors write about a "cover-up," though their book shows a Biden inner circle that spends more time sticking its collective head in the sand about the president's diminishing abilities than it does scheming to hide evidence of his shortcomings.

The New York Times obtained a copy of the book, which is set for release next Tuesday. Here are six takeaways.

Biden forgot names, even of people he had known for years.

During his 2020 campaign and throughout his presidency, Mr. Biden forgot the names of longtime aides and allies, according to the book.

It describes him forgetting the name of Mike Donilon, a loyal aide who had worked for him since the early 1980s, and failing to recognize the actor George Clooney. He also forgot the names of Jake Sullivan, his national security adviser, and Kate Bedingfield, the White House communications director, according to the book, along with Jaime Harrison, whom Mr. Biden had picked to be chairman of the Democratic National Committee.

In another instance, Mr. Biden confused his health secretary, Xavier Becerra, with his homeland security secretary, Alejandro Mayorkas, the authors write. During a meeting about abortion rights, Mr. Biden confused Alabama with Texas, according to the book.

People described as aides and allies told the authors that Mr. Biden appeared frail in meetings and that they had worried he might need a wheelchair in his second term. Cabinet gatherings were largely scripted for him even when journalists were not present, according to the book. In a rare on-the-record account, Representative Mike Quigley, a Democrat from Illinois, described Mr. Biden's physical abilities during a trip to Ireland as similar to what he saw when his own father was dying of Parkinson's disease.

Mr. Biden's response to the accounts is not included in the book, nor are on-the-record responses from many of the aides, Democrats and other figures it names. (Indeed, the extensive use of anonymous sources makes it difficult to confirm the accuracy of many of the claims.) Mr. Biden's spokesman, Chris Meagher, said the former president's team had not yet seen a copy of the book and had not been consulted in its fact-checking.

"We are not going to respond to every bit of this book," Mr. Meagher said. "We continue to await anything that shows where Joe Biden had to make a presidential decision or where national security was threatened or where he was unable to do his job. In fact, the evidence points to the opposite -- he was a very effective president."

Few Biden allies, even now, would speak openly about his decline.

Nearly a year after pressure from Democrats forced Mr. Biden to drop out of the presidential race, the book shows that the party remains unwilling to reckon publicly with its choice to back Mr. Biden as its nominee for as long as it did.

The reluctance of many Democratic leaders and insiders to voice criticism without the cloak of anonymity, even after their devastating defeat, suggests a lasting fear of speaking out. It also points to an awareness that saying now that Mr. Biden should not have run in 2024 could prompt questions about why they said nothing when it mattered.

Ultimately, the most powerful people in the party either made a colossal misjudgment of the situation or recognized the problem yet declined to press Mr. Biden or the White House about it.

"No Democrats in the White House or leaders on Capitol Hill raised any doubts, either privately with the president or publicly, about Biden's second run," the book reports.

The authors write that Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken did gently ask Mr. Biden if he was ready to take on a re-election bid, but that the president reassured him he would be fine. Ron Klain, Mr. Biden's first chief of staff, also broached the subject of whether the president should run again in conversations with other staff members, according to the book, but it never went anywhere.

Democratic aides are seeking to shift the blame.

It is a long tradition for Washington bigwigs to use books to place the blame squarely on someone else. What's unusual about this book is that just about all players who agreed to be interviewed -- 200, the authors wrote -- pointed the finger at Mr. Biden and his small circle of senior aides.

The book calls the inner circle of Biden aides who made decisions for, and controlled the flow of information to, Mr. Biden "the Politburo," an unflattering reference to the Soviet Union's policymakers during the age of communism.

One of the few people quoted on the record is David Plouffe, the former campaign manager for Barack Obama. The book describes him as coming out of retirement to try to elect Vice President Kamala Harris after Mr. Biden dropped out.

"We got so screwed by Biden," the book quotes Mr. Plouffe as saying, adding a more vulgar choice of words to describe what the president did to the Harris campaign.

But Mr. Plouffe's assertions absolve him and other prominent Democrats of their responsibility for her defeat.

Outsiders were shocked by Biden's abilities.

A theme throughout the book is that people who had not seen Mr. Biden in person for a long time were shocked by his appearance when they did.

Former Representative Brian Higgins, a Democrat from New York, is quoted in the book as saying that Mr. Biden's possible cognitive decline "was evident to most people that watched him." David Morehouse, a former Democratic campaign aide turned hockey executive, said Mr. Biden "was nothing but bones" after seeing him in a photo line in Philadelphia.

And Mr. Clooney, a prominent Democratic donor, was so upset about his interaction with the president that he wrote a New York Times opinion essay calling on him to drop out.

Other outsiders raised alarms that went unheeded by Mr. Biden's inner circle. Ari Emanuel, the Hollywood agent whose brother Rahm was Mr. Biden's ambassador to Japan, wound up in a shouting match in 2023 with Mr. Klain over whether the president's campaign should continue.

One Democrat quietly pushed for a Biden primary challenge.

One of Democrats' biggest regrets about last year is their failure to hold a competitive primary contest. But at least one Democrat worked behind the scenes to try to make it happen, according to the book.

In 2023, Bill Daley, who served as White House chief of staff to Mr. Obama, sought to persuade Democratic governors including JB Pritzker of Illinois, Gavin Newsom of California and Andy Beshear of Kentucky to challenge Mr. Biden in the Democratic primary race, the book reports.

He found no takers.

Now, of course, Democrats expect their 2028 nominating contest to be crowded and highly competitive. And with many in the party calling for generational change, some 2028 hopefuls who were stalwart allies of Mr. Biden in 2024 may face new pressure to finally address whether they were wrong about his capacity to be president.

Jill Biden's protectiveness of her husband grew as he aged.

After Mr. Biden, the book is harshest on his family's closest aides. Anthony Bernal, the consigliere to Jill Biden, the first lady, draws some of the book's toughest scrutiny.

The authors write that Mr. Bernal could shut down any conversation about the president's age and mental acuity by telling fellow White House aides, "Jill isn't going to like this."

Dr. Biden is described as a fierce advocate for her husband who did not care to hear any criticism of his abilities or political judgment and grew more involved in his decision-making as he grew older.

When a donor suggested in 2022 that Mr. Biden should not seek re-election, Dr. Biden remained silent -- a reaction she regretted and vowed not to repeat, the authors write.

"I can't believe I didn't defend Joe," she is quoted telling aides afterward.
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Renewable Energy Is Booming in Texas. Republicans Want to Change That.

Despite soaring power demand, Republican lawmakers in the Texas Legislature are pushing to rein in renewable energy, part of a national wave of Trump-era opposition.

Texas has grown to be the second-largest solar power producer in the country.



By J. David Goodman, Brad Plumer and Ivan Penn
J. David Goodman reported from Houston and Oklahoma City, Brad Plumer from Washington and Ivan Penn from Los Angeles.


May 14, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Conservative states with a hands-off approach to development, such as Texas and Oklahoma, have become wind and solar energy dynamos in recent years. But a simultaneous push by Republicans in Washington and in Sun Belt state capitals to cut off tax incentives and tighten permitting regulations threatens to snuff out the red-state renewable energy boom.

The one-two punch underscores the Republicans' move away from embracing an "all-of-the-above" approach to energy to a one-sided effort to return to fossil fuels. Its success would unwind four years of Democratic efforts to address climate change and advance a clean-energy economy.

The shift has been particularly jarring in Texas, the nation's top wind power producer, which is second only to California in solar energy and industrial battery storage. Renewable energy companies have announced plans for $64 billion in new investments in Texas, mostly for solar and battery storage projects, since Democrats in Washington passed the Inflation Reduction Act in August 2022. Investments in Texas alone would eclipse the next five biggest states combined.

But on Tuesday, Republicans in Congress began work on legislation that would roll back tax credits for low-carbon energy, using rules that ensure the bill could reach President Trump with simple majorities in the House and Senate.

Rather than object, the Republican-controlled State Senate in Texas has passed -- and the State House is currently considering -- several regulatory bills to curtail solar and wind projects in favor of new natural gas plants. Long the party of limited regulation and free markets, Republicans are now seeking to impose new rules on how electricity should be produced.

"That's the choice these lawmakers have to make: ideology or pragmatism," said Doug Lewin, an energy consultant who writes a newsletter focused on the Texas electricity grid. "Do you hate renewables so much that you're willing to take out the Texas economy with it?"

Proponents of the new bills say the goal is practical -- to increase reliability and balance the effects of federal subsidies for renewable power.

Representative Jared Patterson, a Republican from suburban Dallas, called it leveling "the playing field," as he lamented the "multiple advantages in the market" enjoyed by renewable energy, at least for now. He has sponsored a bill that would force wind and solar companies to pay for backup power.

In Texas, the effort comes at a potentially challenging time for the power grid. Energy-intensive businesses, including new manufacturing plants and massive data centers for artificial intelligence and cryptocurrencies, have been flocking to the state in part because of its plentiful and relatively cheap power.

Low regulatory burdens, high electricity demand and federal incentives have created a renewable energy boom in Texas. Annie Mulligan for The New York Times


At the same time, a warming planet has generated record summer heat and added to that power demand. A heat wave this week was expected to shatter previous electricity demand records for May.

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas, or ERCOT, the state's grid manager, forecasts demand for power to possibly double within five years. Bills restricting renewable energy sources would compound existing risks, Pablo Vegas, the chief executive of ERCOT, said this month.

But the fight over energy in the United States has become increasingly ideological. Mr. Trump has supported cutting renewable energy tax credits, and taken steps to block new wind projects. Seventeen states, led by New York, have sued in response. Texas was not among them.

In Oklahoma, where companies have announced plans to invest $2 billion in wind, solar and battery projects since 2022, anti-renewable Republican legislators and the state's attorney general are squaring off against Gov. Kevin Stitt, a Republican who considers himself pro-business.

"If I tried to limit wind energy and say, 'Oh, I don't want the wind energy to happen,' am I not doing the same thing that they're doing in California by trying to limit fossil fuels?" Mr. Stitt asked in an interview. "You either believe in a free market, or you don't, right?"

Gov. Kevin Stitt of Oklahoma, a Republican, is trying to turn back efforts in his own party to stop renewable energy. "You either believe in a free market, or you don't, right?" he said. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


For years, Texas maintained its freewheeling attitude toward energy development even as other states have been issuing more restrictions on power plants. In Iowa, more than a dozen counties have effectively barred new wind turbines. California's largest county has put a moratorium on large solar arrays.

"Texas has maintained making it easy," said Devin Hartman, director of energy and environmental policy at the R Street Institute, a moderate Republican advocacy group. "But," he added, "they're on the cusp of changing all that."

Legislation that has already passed the State Senate would create a new permitting process for renewable energy projects. New wind projects, for instance, would be required to be set back at least 3,000 feet from neighboring property lines, and state regulators would be allowed to veto new renewable energy installations.

Another bill would require utilities to offset new wind and solar generation with an equal amount of "dispatchable" capacity, meaning power generation that can be quickly switched on, usually with natural gas.

"It's not wrongheaded to ask the question, How much dispatchable do we need for a reliable system?" said Katie Coleman, a lobbyist for the Texas Association of Manufacturers.

But energy experts caution that new natural gas plants face a global backlog on orders of gas turbines. Any new gas projects that aren't already under development are unlikely to come online before 2030, said John Ketchum, the chief executive of NextEra Energy, one of the country's largest power producers.

Nearly 91 percent of the electric capacity in line to connect to the grid over the next six years are solar, wind or battery plants, according to ERCOT data. Only about 8 percent are new gas plants.

Even with a state-created fund to subsidize new natural gas-fired power plants, seven of the 17 gas power projects deemed eligible last year for low-interest loans are no longer moving forward.

"Gas turbines are difficult to get," said Rob Minter, senior vice president for government and regulatory affairs at Engie North America, which builds both renewable and gas-fired power plants. In February, the company withdrew two applications to build subsidized gas plants through the Texas fund, citing delays in procuring equipment.

"So that leaves renewables," he added, "and we have the ability to put those on the ground in a couple years, not five or 10."

That message has not swayed the Legislature. The Texas House could soon vote on a bill to require existing wind and solar generators to obtain backup power to supplement the hours when the sun isn't shining or the wind isn't blowing. The State Senate has already passed it.

"These bills would drive a stake through the heart of the industry," said Judd Messer, Texas vice president of the Advanced Power Alliance, a clean energy industry trade group.

Under federal incentives passed by Democrats, renewable energy is booming in Texas. But Republican lawmakers in Austin have decided they have had enough of it. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Debate over electricity production has been a major political issue in Texas since 2021, when a winter storm crippled the power grid, and more than 240 people died. A federal study found the cold weather caused significant failures in natural gas-fueled plants, which can struggle in extreme heat and cold.

Many Republicans blamed wind and solar power anyway.

As with much of the country, Texas' electricity costs have already been rising. In February, the cost of powering a typical home in the United States rose to about $149 a month, up about $4 from a year earlier, according to the Energy Information Administration.

And William W. Hogan, who helped design the Texas electricity market and is now a professor of global energy policy at Harvard's Kennedy School, said the push to favor fossil fuel generation would most likely further drive up costs, without increasing reliability.

"It's a new thumb on the scale," Mr. Hogan said.

A study last month by Aurora Energy Research, commissioned by the Texas Association of Business, concluded that restricting renewable development in Texas could increase electricity prices by 14 percent by 2035, and potentially leave up to 620,000 homes without electricity during extreme weather events.

Ed Hirs, an economist and energy fellow at the University of Houston, said the state does need more natural gas capacity to run during emergencies. But he does not believe the solution is to restrict renewable energy.

"Without that growth of renewables," he said, "the Texas grid is dead in the water, and so is the economy."
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Democrat Appears to Win Omaha Mayor's Race, Ending Era of Republican Leadership

John Ewing Jr. would be the first elected Black mayor of Omaha, the largest city in Nebraska. The Republican incumbent, Jean Stothert, had been seeking a fourth term.

John Ewing Jr. speaking at Metropolitan Community College in Omaha in March. Nikos Frazier/Omaha World-Herald, via Associated Press



By Mitch Smith



May 14, 2025 at 04:57 AM

A Democrat, John Ewing Jr., appeared on track to win Omaha's mayoral race on Tuesday, unofficial county results showed, a victory that would end a long period of Republican leadership in a politically divided city that has outsize importance in presidential elections.

Mr. Ewing, the longtime Douglas County treasurer, was leading Mayor Jean Stothert, a Republican who had been seeking a fourth term leading Omaha, which has nearly half a million residents and is Nebraska's largest city. Though the race was officially nonpartisan, the political affiliations of both candidates were well known to voters.

Ms. Stothert conceded to Mr. Ewing in a speech on Tuesday evening, saying that "we leave a strong foundation for the city that we all love."

Mr. Ewing was leading by about 10,900 votes on Tuesday night with roughly 87,000 ballots tabulated. Brian W. Kruse, the county election commissioner, said in an email that approximately 7,000 early ballots that were turned in on Tuesday would be counted later, plus perhaps a few hundred provisional ballots.

Every four years, Omaha picks a mayor just after a presidential term begins, bringing more national attention to the race than is typical for a city of its size. With relatively few off-year elections scheduled, the race provided an opportunity for strategists from both parties to gauge voters' moods -- even if much of the campaign focused on municipal nuts-and-bolts issues like street paving, crime and a planned streetcar.

State and national Democrats wasted no time in celebrating Mr. Ewing's apparent victory, which they described as a sign of energy for their party ahead of next year's midterm elections.

Ken Martin, the chairman of the Democratic National Committee, said the result showed that voters "want true leaders who will govern on behalf of working families." Jane Kleeb, the chairwoman of the Nebraska Democratic Party, said in a statement that "we made historic progress tonight, and tomorrow the hard work continues on as we look to 2026."

Eight years ago, at the beginning of President Trump's first term, Democrats invested heavily in an unsuccessful effort to unseat Ms. Stothert, a former nurse who has generally governed as a moderate. Ms. Stothert also kept her seat four years later, in the early months of Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s presidency.

Nebraska is dominated by Republicans, but Omaha is politically mixed, with more registered Democrats than Republicans. The city is home to several major businesses, including Union Pacific Railroad and Berkshire Hathaway, and is geographically quite large, with many suburban-feeling subdivisions inside city limits. Among the 40 most populous American cities, Omaha is one of only six with a Republican mayor, according to Ballotpedia.

The Omaha area is represented in Congress by a moderate Republican, Representative Don Bacon, who has survived several Democratic attempts to unseat him, including last November by just under 2 points. In that same election, Kamala Harris won the electoral vote in Mr. Bacon's district by just under 5 points. That congressional district includes suburban and rural areas in addition to Omaha.

Nebraska is one of two states, along with Maine, that award an electoral vote to the winner of each congressional district. Mr. Trump won the Omaha-based district in 2016, but lost to the Democratic nominee there in 2020 and 2024. 

As she campaigned for a fourth term, Ms. Stothert, who is the first woman to lead Omaha, emphasized her record on development and public safety. But she also waded into cultural issues by trying to make bathroom use and sports participation by transgender people a campaign issue. Mr. Ewing's campaign has told local reporters that Ms. Stothert made baseless claims about his stance on transgender issues.

Ms. Stothert has told local reporters that she voted for Mr. Trump, though she has sometimes tried to distance herself from the president.

"Donald Trump does not call me and ask for advice," she recently told KETV, a news station in Omaha.

Mr. Ewing, a former deputy police chief, talked about public safety and the importance of convincing young people to stay in the city. He also promised to address what he described in one debate as a shortage of affordable housing and "a shortage of decent housing."

He was on track to become the city's first elected Black mayor. Another Black official, Fred Conley, served as Omaha's acting mayor for several days in 1988 after his predecessor died in office.

"Tonight, we embark on a new chapter," Mr. Ewing said in his acceptance speech on Tuesday.
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Cassie Ventura Says Sean Combs Used Sex Videos as Blackmail Tools

Ms. Ventura, Mr. Combs's ex-girlfriend, said he threatened to use tapes of their sexual encounters, known as "freak-offs," to control her behavior.

In a 2016 incident Casandra Ventura described in court testimony on Wednesday, Sean Combs beat her and dragged her down a hallway. The still image is from a surveillance video. Department of Justice, via Reuters



By Julia Jacobs, Joe Coscarelli and Thomas Fuller



May 15, 2025 at 01:06 AM

Casandra Ventura, the singer and model known as Cassie, told a jury in Manhattan on Wednesday that her life with Sean Combs had its moments, but was largely filled with beatings, threatened blackmail and even a rape.

During more than five hours of testimony in Mr. Combs's sex trafficking and racketeering trial, Ms. Ventura recounted how he had stomped on her in the back of his car and how she suffered a gash above her eye when he threw her against a bed frame.

She also recounted how, after the pair had dinner in 2018, Mr. Combs raped her in her living room.

"I just remember crying and saying no, but it was very fast," she testified.

At the end of her testimony, Ms. Ventura said through tears that after she had broken up with Mr. Combs, the trauma remained and she enrolled in treatment for drug abuse. Even so, she said, she contemplated taking her life by walking into traffic. She said her husband stopped her.

Ms. Ventura told the court she stayed with Mr. Combs despite beatings and other abuse partly because of the nagging, persistent fear that videos of their sexual encounters with male prostitutes, the hundreds of "freak-offs" that she said Mr. Combs enjoyed watching and recording, would be posted online.

Hers was not idle anxiety based on what she viewed Mr. Combs might be capable of, she said, but the consequence of repeated threats he had made to use the material to damage her if she deviated from his wishes. In one case, she described sitting beside him on a flight when he displayed for her videos that she thought had been destroyed.

"I just felt trapped," she said.

Mr. Combs, one of the most famous names in hip-hop for decades, has pleaded not guilty to charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution. His lawyers have argued that Ms. Ventura, and another woman who is part of the case, were willing participants in the marathon sex sessions that are at the heart of the prosecution's case.

In bringing forward what Ms. Ventura described as threats of blackmail, the government was attempting to rebut arguments by the defense that the sex was consensual and the charges an attempt to criminalize unconventional, but lawful, behavior.

Defense lawyers are scheduled to begin their cross-examination of Ms. Ventura on Thursday.

Ms. Ventura's matter-of-fact tone during hours of testimony disguised the extraordinary violence and dysfunction she said were part of her drug-fueled relationship with Mr. Combs, who was also her record-label boss.

"He would grab me up," Ms. Ventura said in describing Mr. Combs during sexual encounters with the men he had hired. "Push me down. Hit me in the side of the head. Kick me. You name it."

She read a text message she sent to Mr. Combs in 2017. "You treat me like you're Ike Turner," the text said, referring to Tina Turner's former husband, who was abusive to her.

She stayed in the relationship, Ms. Ventura has said, in part because she loved Mr. Combs and in part because of how much damage she thought would result if the world, her family, her mother saw the footage.

Once when she was dating the rapper Kid Cudi in 2011, she said Mr. Combs told her, "I'm going to put out two embarrassing videos of you." The incident on the plane followed an argument and Ms. Ventura said Mr. Combs pulled up the videos on his laptop and told her he was going to "embarrass me and release them."

Mr. Combs's three adult sons -- Quincy Brown, Christian Combs and Justin Combs -- listened to the testimony inside the courtroom -- Justin with his arm draped around Mr. Combs's mother, Janice Combs. Three of his daughters who had been attending the trial were not there on Wednesday.

Mr. Combs, wearing a cream-colored sweater and gray pants, tracked Ms. Ventura with his eyes as she walked to the witness box in the morning to begin her day on the stand. She stared ahead. Ms. Ventura's husband, Alex Fine, looked at Mr. Combs as his wife spoke.

Ms. Ventura acknowledged hitting Mr. Combs during arguments and detailed one incident in 2009 when she punched him in the face. The pair were attending a party and Mr. Combs, seeing her speaking with a producer, called her a crude name, Ms. Ventura said. When they left the party and got into their car, Ms. Ventura said, she slugged Mr. Combs.

The prosecutor questioning her, Emily A. Johnson, asked how hard she hit him. "As hard as you can hit somebody when you're drunk like that," Ms. Ventura said.

She began her testimony Wednesday by detailing the aftermath of Mr. Combs's attack on her at a Los Angeles hotel in 2016. Ms. Ventura had told the jury on Tuesday that Mr. Combs had hit her in the face during a freak-off there and she had fled.

But he followed her, wearing only a towel, and as recorded in a surveillance video shown in court -- and broadcast in parts by CNN last year -- Mr. Combs struck, kicked and dragged her in the hallway.

Ms. Ventura said she left the hotel and, in an Uber ride back to her apartment, took a selfie of the "fat lip" she suffered in the beating. Once she got home, a friend called the police, but when officers arrived, Ms. Ventura said she declined to identify who had assaulted her.

"Did you want to protect Sean?" asked the prosecutor, Emily A. Johnson.

"Yeah, of course," Ms. Ventura answered.

The couple reconciled enough that, days after the assault, they appeared together at the premiere of a film she starred in called "The Perfect Match." The jury was shown a photograph of the couple together at the premiere. Ms. Ventura said she had covered the bruises on her face with makeup.

Mr. Combs's defense team has acknowledged he was violent during the relationship but has argued that those acts do not constitute either racketeering or sex-trafficking, the charges on which he is being tried.

Ms. Ventura's testimony in many respects mirrors what she said in a 2023 lawsuit that accused Mr. Combs of abuse. It was resolved in just one day and Ms. Ventura revealed on Wednesday that she had received $20 million in a settlement.

Some of the text messages read in court on Wednesday displayed the extreme emotional polarity of the couple's relationship. In one loving message she sent him on Father's Day, she said, "You are truly the most extraordinary man," and said she looked forward to having a child together.

"Thank you for always showing me love and happiness, the way it's supposed to be," she wrote. Asked by the prosecutor why she sent the message, Ms. Ventura responded, "Because I loved him and it was Father's Day."

She said that even after what she described as being raped in 2018, she subsequently had sex with Mr. Combs. Asked why, Ms. Ventura pointed to their decade together. "You don't just turn feelings off that way," she said.

The frequency and extremes of the freak-offs, which she said were held in hotels around the country, were damaging both emotionally and physically, Ms. Ventura testified. In one case, she said, Mr. Combs took her away from her birthday party to engage in a freak-off.

She said she developed mouth sores, attributing them to activities during the freak-offs, including taking drugs and performing oral sex. In a text message, Mr. Combs expressed sympathy, writing, "I'm sorry."

But she said he would urge her to have sex at freak-offs even when she had painful urinary tract infections.

In recounting one incident from 2013, Ms. Ventura said she was with friends in her apartment when Mr. Combs entered, yelling that she was sleeping on the couch instead of packing for a trip they were taking. Though her friends sought to defend her, Ms. Ventura said Mr. Combs threw her down, and she cut her eyebrow on the corner of her bed.

Afterward, he had security take her to a plastic surgeon in Beverly Hills to have the gash sutured. She said she later texted him a photo of the injury and wrote, "so you can remember."
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Adams Lashes Out at Prosecutors, Saying They Sought to Humiliate Him

Mayor Eric Adams of New York City railed against the federal authorities who accused him of corruption and seized his numerous cellphones.

Mayor Eric Adams of New York was charged with fraud, bribery and other crimes in a case that was ultimately dismissed at the request of President Trump's Justice Department. Angelina Katsanis for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons, Michael Rothfeld and William K. Rashbaum



May 13, 2025 at 11:11 PM

Mayor Eric Adams of New York on Tuesday criticized federal authorities who brought a corruption case against him, saying that documents made public last week showed they were "plotting" to embarrass him.

Mr. Adams, who faced federal bribery and fraud charges before President Trump's Justice Department abandoned the case against him earlier this year, assailed the investigation and in particular the suggestion that federal agents had considered seizing his electronic devices at the finish line of the 2023 New York City Marathon.

"I was targeted for humiliation," he said at this weekly news conference at City Hall, adding: "They wanted to take my phones at the goddamn marathon."

Mr. Adams's comments on Tuesday were his most extensive, and pointed, since some 1,700 pages of documents from his case were released on Friday, revealing new details about the corruption investigation that had focused on the mayor. They showed that federal authorities were forging ahead with the investigation, obtaining a new warrant in February seeking evidence of fraud and federal program bribery by Mr. Adams's campaigns. Then the Trump administration intervened to end it.

Mr. Adams was indicted in September by federal prosecutors in Manhattan on five counts, including bribery, wire fraud and solicitation of illegal foreign donations.

In February, the Justice Department's acting No. 2 official, Emil Bove III, directed the interim U.S. attorney in Manhattan to seek the case's dismissal, arguing that the indictment was interfering with the mayor's ability to cooperate with Mr. Trump's deportation agenda. 

Judge Dale E. Ho granted the government's request to dismiss the charges, saying he did so because the prerogative to pursue or drop a case rests with prosecutors. He wrote that his decision was not a reflection of the merit of the case against Mr. Adams.

The unsealed records also shed light on a claim Mr. Adams made to federal authorities about forgetting the password to his primary cellphone, which prevented the F.B.I. from opening it after obtaining a warrant to search it. The mayor's lawyers told authorities that he changed it to prevent aides from accessing it and forgot the new password, according to the records.

But an affidavit from an F.B.I. agent included in the documents said that it appeared that Mr. Adams "concealed that device from law enforcement when he was searched, and then made false statements, both directly and through counsel," to obstruct investigators from opening it and reviewing its contents.

On Tuesday, Mr. Adams said that he could not remember the password to his phone because he has dyslexia, a learning disability that he has frequently spoken about.

"Hey, folks, I'm dyslexic," he said. "I forget numbers. That's a byproduct of it."

The F.B.I., which obtained warrants to track Mr. Adams's location using cellphone data, found that he had used seven different phone numbers since the investigation began in August 2021, according to the files. He often carried several devices.

Mr. Adams's use of so many phones prompted the F.B.I. to seek permission to use a "cell site simulator" to discover other devices in the vicinity of ones Mr. Adams was known to be using.

In one F.B.I. affidavit, an agent wrote that "individuals involved in criminal activity commonly use multiple cellphones in order to reduce the chances that law enforcement's discovery or seizure of one phone will reveal or disrupt their illegal activities."

When Mr. Adams was asked on Saturday why he had so many phones, he told reporters that he had a work phone, a personal phone and a campaign phone and that when federal officials took his phones, he had to get new ones.

"Many New Yorkers have several phones," Mr. Adams said.

Instead of trying to seize his devices at the marathon on Nov. 5, 2023, the F.B.I. approached him the next evening after an event near Washington Square Park. Agents seized two or three iPhones and an iPad from the mayor, but he was not carrying his personal phone, which the F.B.I. called "the target cellphone," according to the warrant files.

The next day, Mr. Adams's lawyers turned over that phone, a gray Apple iPhone 13 Pro Max that Mr. Adams said he had locked himself out of, and another phone, according to the documents from the investigation.

In an affidavit seeking a warrant to search Gracie Mansion, an F.B.I. agent wrote that location data for one of the mayor's phones indicated that he "regularly spends the overnight hours" of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at his official residence of Gracie Mansion in Manhattan and "occasionally does so on other days as well." That raised questions about where Mr. Adams sleeps during the rest of the week. (When Mr. Adams was running for mayor in 2021, he invited reporters into a home he owns in Brooklyn to try to quell speculation that he actually lived in Fort Lee, N.J.)

The agents conducted the search of Gracie Mansion in the early morning hours of Thursday Sept. 26, 2024, the same day the indictment of Mr. Adams was unsealed.

More electronic devices were seized: two more iPhones, an iPad with a "NYC Mayor's Office" sticker and an Iridium satellite phone that was in a protective case on the night stand next to Mr. Adams's bed.

On Tuesday, Mr. Adams also discussed his visit with Mr. Trump at the White House last Friday. The mayor said he had discussed infrastructure and other important issues with the president. Mr. Trump later told reporters that they had discussed "almost nothing" and that Mr. Adams had come "to thank me."

The mayor said that he was not thanking Mr. Trump for his administration's push to drop the corruption case against him, but for Mr. Trump's comments last October saying that Mr. Adams's case was unfair and political.

"Why wouldn't I say thank you?" Mr. Adams said. "While I was going through the most devastating experience I had as a human being, this person that I didn't know said, 'It's wrong what they're doing to the mayor of the City of New York.' The first thing I did when I walked in his office is say 'thank you.'"
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Christopher Bond, Former Missouri Governor and U.S. Senator, Dies at 86

A Republican known as Kit, he was the state's youngest governor. When he retired from Congress after four terms, he said he didn't want to be the state's oldest senator.

Senator Christopher S. Bond, Republican of Missouri, at a news conference in 2009. He announced that year that he would not seek a fifth term.  Scott J. Ferrell/Congressional Quarterly, via Getty Images



By Sam Roberts



May 14, 2025 at 02:10 AM

Christopher S. Bond, who was Missouri's youngest governor and the state's first Republican governor since 1945 when he was elected in 1972, and who went on to serve four terms in the U.S. Senate, died on Tuesday in St. Louis. He was 86.

His death was announced by Gov. Mike Kehoe, a fellow Republican. The announcement did not say where in St. Louis he died.

Mr. Bond, known as Kit, was 31 in 1970 when he was elected state auditor, defeating a 17-year incumbent. He served from 1971 to 1973, when he became governor, having been elected in November 1972 at age 33. He was the first Republican to hold that position since Forrest C. Donnell left office in 1945.

Mr. Bond was defeated for re-election, but he staged a comeback in 1980 by ousting Joseph P. Teasdale, the Democrat who had replaced him. He succeeded Thomas F. Eagleton, a Democrat, in the Senate in 1987 after Mr. Eagleton retired.

His election to a fourth term in 2004 was the seventh time that Mr. Bond won statewide office -- more than any other candidate in Missouri's history.

In 2009, he announced that he would not seek a fifth term in 2010.

Mr. Bond during his second term as governor of Missouri. He served from 1973 to 1977 and again from 1981 to 1985. UPI/Bettmann Archive, via Getty Images


"In 1973, I became Missouri's youngest governor," Mr. Bond, then 69, said at the time. "I do not aspire to become Missouri's oldest senator."

Shortly after Mr. Bond retired from the Senate, John D. Ashcroft, a Missouri Republican who served with Mr. Bond in the Senate before becoming U.S. attorney general, said: "Kit Bond put his heart, soul and life into public service -- like virtually nobody I've ever seen. He lives it, he breathes it, he sleeps it and he awakes to it."

Christopher Samuel Bond, who was born on March 6, 1939 in St. Louis, was a sixth-generation Missourian. His father, Arthur, had been captain of the 1924 University of Missouri Tigers football team and a Rhodes scholar who headed the export division of his father-in-law's fire brick factory. His mother was Elizabeth (Green) Bond.

Kit was raised in Mexico, Mo., about 120 miles northwest of St. Louis. As a child he lost vision in one eye from amblyopia, or lazy eye, a condition that affects the nerves connecting the retina and the brain.

Mr. Bond spoke to reporters on Capitol Hill in 2008. Doug Mills/The New York Times


He graduated from Deerfield Academy in Massachusetts in 1956; from Princeton, with a bachelor's degree from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public Affairs, in 1960; and from the University of Virginia School of Law with a Juris Doctor degree in 1963.

He clerked for Elbert Tuttle, a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals in Georgia; practiced law at Covington & Burling in Washington; and unsuccessfully ran for Congress from a rural House district in the northeastern part of Missouri in 1968. He was hired by John Danforth, the state attorney general, as an assistant attorney general in 1969 and promoted to head the office's consumer protection division a year later. He was 31.

After leaving public office, Mr. Bond practiced law and served as a corporate strategy consultant.

He and his wife, Carolyn, divorced in 1994. His survivors include his son from that marriage, Sam; his second wife, Linda (Pell) Bond, a Republican fund-raiser; and two grandchildren.

Mr. Bond's record as governor and in the Senate was generally considered moderate, although he leaned to the right on issues of the economy and national security.

As the ranking Republican on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, he staunchly supported President George W. Bush's Iraq war and domestic security crackdowns.

He was one of only nine senators who opposed a bill to insist that Central Intelligence Agency interrogators adhere to Army standards. He said he opposed torture, but he once compared waterboarding to swimming.

Mr. Bond in 2010 spoke to Dianne Feinstein, the California Democrat who was chairwoman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Mr. Bond was vice chairman as its ranking Republican. Manuel Balce Ceneta/Associated Press


Mr. Bond supported the Equal Rights Amendment but opposed same-sex marriage. He favored free trade, offshore drilling and a ban on gifts from lobbyists to members of Congress. He was also a sponsor of the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993, which required employers with 50 or more workers to provide up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave for family medical emergencies, childbirth or adoption.

In 1976, as governor, he rescinded a fiat issued by Gov. Lilburn Boggs in 1838 that ordered the expulsion or extermination of all Mormons from the state.

In 2010, after curators at the Missouri State Museum discovered that what they thought was a moon rock was actually a sample of lunar dust, Mr. Bond disclosed that he had inadvertently taken the actual Apollo 17 lunar sample, worth about $5 million, when he left as governor. He returned it.

In 1998, when the Internal Revenue Service declared that a fan who caught a record-breaking home run hit by the St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Mark McGwire -- a ball estimated to be worth about $140,000 -- could be responsible for paying gift tax, Mr. Bond declared, "If the I.R.S. wants to know why they are the most hated federal agency in America, they need look no further than this."
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Jose Mujica, Leftist President of Uruguay Known for Humility, Dies at 89

Serving from 2010 to 2015, he refused to accept a presidential salary or live on a presidential estate as he sought to improve the lives of ordinary citizens.

Known as Pepe, Jose Mujica was elected president at the age of 74 in 2009. Pablo Porciuncula/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Julie Ho



May 13, 2025 at 10:26 PM

Jose Mujica, a former president of Uruguay, guerrilla fighter and stalwart of leftist leadership in Latin America, died on Tuesday. He was 89.

President Yamandu Orsi announced the death in a statement, which did not say where Mr. Mujica died or cite the cause. Mr. Mujica announced he had esophageal cancer in April 2024. He lived in the rural outskirts of Montevideo, the capital.

"President, comrade, mentor, leader. We'll miss you," Mr. Orsi wrote.

Known as Pepe, Mr. Mujica was elected president in 2009 at the age of 74 as a generation of leftist Latin American governments were losing their populist luster. Though he had a reputation as a savvy leader of Uruguay's progressive coalition, his informal governing style baffled the establishment.

A self-described philosophical anarchist, he was known for his brash charisma, his skepticism of capitalism's excesses, his modest way of life and his intent to inject purpose and humility into government during a time when Uruguay's left was ascendant.

Although his ambitions were often bigger than his ability to deliver on policy promises, the progressive legislation that his administration did pass earned global praise and paved the way for a leftist ally to succeed him.

A flower farmer by trade, Mr. Mujica championed rural communities and was a consummate defender of liberal ideals. Believing world leaders should dispense with the trappings of power, he and his wife, Lucia Topolansky, a senator at the time, opted to live in a single-story home on a plot of farmland instead of on a staffed presidential estate. He sometimes drove to work in his pale blue 1987 Volkswagen Beetle.

On his first day as president, Mr. Mujica announced that he would give away most of his salary to help build housing for Uruguay's neglected towns. Called the "world's poorest president," he nevertheless saw his standing differently. "It is not the man who has too little, but the man who craves more, who is poor," he told The New York Times in 2013, quoting the Roman philosopher Seneca.

Under Mr. Mujica, who served from 2010 to 2015, Uruguay become the second country in Latin America to decriminalize abortion and legalize gay marriage, and the first country in the world to legalize and fully regulate marijuana. His speech on the ills of unchecked consumerism were nearly as sensational as his startlingly casual appearance: tieless and disheveled, often as he tended to his chrysanthemum fields with his wife and their three-legged dog, Manuela.

Demonstrators gathered outside the Legislative Palace in 2013 as Uruguayan lawmakers discussed legalizing gay marriage. Under Mr. Mujica's leadership, Uruguay become the second country in Latin America to legalize gay marriage. Miguel Rojo/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images




Even in a country with an exceptional commitment to social liberalism and cross-party consensus, Mr. Mujica was a singular leader.

As a member of the Tupamaro urban guerrilla movement in the late 1960s -- a group that robbed banks and kidnapped American hostages to shock a political system out of its creep toward military dictatorship -- he spent over a decade in prison. His wife had also been a member of the group.

After he and other top Tupamaro guerrillas were released in 1985, when the country had returned to democracy, they began forging their way into mainstream politics.

Uruguayans questioned whether former guerrillas were capable of trading in their arms for a more conventional political movement, but Mr. Mujica helped broker the group's entry into the center-leftist coalition, Frente Amplio ("Broad Front"), under the Movimiento de Participacion Popular ("Movement of Popular Participation" party).

His plain-spoken egalitarianism diverged from the buttoned-down demeanor of the political establishment. But he was shrewd enough to cast a wide rhetorical net while reaffirming the group's socialist aims.

"We are politicians first, not people who favor violence or terrorism" Mr. Mujica told The Times in 1986. "But we are not going to complicate life in a way that makes democratic liberty unsustainable."

Mr. Mujica in 2023.  Daniel Ramalho/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Jose Alberto Mujica Cordano was born on May 20, 1935, in Paso de la Arena, a neighborhood on the periphery of Montevideo. He was close to his mother, Lucy Cordano, a flower merchant who came from a family of Italian immigrants. His father, Demetrio Mujica, was a traveling salesman in the hinterlands and died when Jose was 7.

Mr. Mujica married Ms. Topolansky, his longtime partner, in 2005. The couple did not have children. His sister, Maria, died in 2012.

Mr. Mujica was a young man in the late 1960s when he joined the Tupamaro movement, inspired by the Marxist revolutionary Che Guevara in Cuba. The group took up arms in response to economic crisis in Uruguay, after years of bitter inflation in a country that had once been known as the "Switzerland of South America."

The Tupamaros carried out a series of armed heists, including stealing $6 million in jewelry and cash to redistribute to the struggling class. Uruguayans initially applauded their exploits.

But the violence began to spiral. In 1970, Mr. Mujica was shot six times in an encounter with the police and sent to prison, one of several times he was incarcerated. Later that summer, the group kidnapped an American adviser, Dan A. Mitrione, and later murdered him when the government refused to release 150 political prisoners in exchange for Mr. Mitrione's freedom. In one of the group's final acts, in 1971, more than 100 Tupamaro, Mr. Mujica among them, escaped from prison through a tunnel dug from a nearby house.

As a brutal counterinsurgency ensued and a right-wing military dictatorship took power in 1973, many Uruguayans blamed the guerrillas. Mr. Mujica and other top Tupamaro were captured by the police and spent over a decade in solitary confinement, often being tortured.

Mr. Mujica, left, and Mauricio Rosencof, right, were liberated as political prisoners on March 14, 1985. They were part of the Tupamaro guerrilla movement. Agencia Camaratres/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Mujica was 49 when he was pardoned and released in 1985. After becoming one of the first Tupamaro to be elected to Parliament, in 1994, he toured the country's sparsely populated interior regions, making inroads with voters on the political left, to whom most officials had paid little mind.

By the time of his first term in the Senate, he was a top leader in Broad Front. The party came to power in the 2004 general elections, resoundingly defeating the two centrist parties that had ruled the presidency since the 1830s. It was a stirring moment of political reconciliation for the former Tupamaros.

Appointed by the president, Tabare Vazquez, to his cabinet to oversee agricultural policy, Mr. Mujica soon made a mark with voters by reducing the cost of beef rib so that lower-income Uruguayans could afford that high-quality cut of meat.

During his time as agricultural minister, he worked closely with Danilo Astori, the unsmiling, academic finance minister whom Mr. Vazquez favored as his successor in the 2009 presidential elections, with Mr. Mujica as Mr. Astori's running mate. But in the end, it was the former Tupamaro who led the ticket, with Mr. Astori as his vice president.

"Poor Danilo! He lacked sex appeal," Mr. Mujica later remarked to journalists, wise to the allure of maverick politics.

In the election, Mr. Mujica won in a runoff against a center-right and pro-free market candidate.

Mr. Mujica, right, and his running mate, Danilo Astori, take part in a campaign event in Montevideo in 2009. Pablo Porciuncula/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


As president, Mr. Mujica continued many of the social and economic policies of the Vazquez administration. He pushed a plan to transition the country to renewable energies.

His global profile grew in 2014 when he offered, months before leaving office, to accept from the United States six detainees who were being held at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba as suspected terrorists, in the hope that it could lead to the closing of the facility. Though many Uruguayans opposed the transfer, six detainees were resettled in Uruguay in December, after the elections, as Mr. Mujica's term was ending.

Mr. Mujica was also criticized for not fulfilling promises to equalize access to education and housing and for displaying a disorganized management style.

He viewed Jose Batlle y Ordonez, a former president who created Uruguay's welfare state in the 20th century, as a model of a leader who treats his countrymen as equals. "Mujica represents the anti-system man," Senator Helios Sarthou told Adolfo Garce, a political scientist in Montevideo, for a book on the Tupamaros. "His image of the guerrilla hero is fundamental to that: He put his life on the line."

"That's why people believe in him," he said.

Mr. Mujica last August at his farmhouse on the outskirts of Montevideo. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


As Uruguay's neighbors were buckling under corruption, violence and financial instability in the 2010s, Mr. Mujica -- who was more moderate than Venezuela's Hugo Chavez or Argentina's Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner -- championed a left wing that worked within capitalism and democracy to improve it. He had grown disillusioned with the Marxist Cuba he had romanticized in his youth. On a presidential trip to Havana, he told officials, "As atrocious as capitalism is, it's the system that can help create growth."

After his presidency, Mr. Mujica rejoined the Senate, serving for three years before stepping down in 2018. He made his final public appearances last fall campaigning for his protege Yamandu Orsi, Broad Front's presidential candidate.

"Goodbye, I give you my heart," he said at a rally about a week before the elections. Mr. Orsi narrowly won, bringing the center-left back to power.

In one of his last interviews, in 2024, Mr. Mujica reflected on the responsibility of world leaders. "The problem is that the world is run by old people," he said, "who forget what they were like when they were young."
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News Analysis


From a Tin-Roof Shack, Pepe Mujica Removed the Pomp From Politics 

The former Uruguayan president, who died on Tuesday, showed the value in world leaders living like their constituents.

Jose "Pepe" Mujica, the former president of Uruguay, at his modest home on the outskirts of Montevideo last year.



By Jack Nicas
Jack Nicas covers South America and was one of the last journalists to interview Jose "Pepe" Mujica before his death.


May 14, 2025 at 03:23 PM

Jose "Pepe" Mujica did not have much use for Uruguay's three-story presidential residence, with its chandeliers, elevator, marble staircase and Louis XV furniture. 

"It's crap," he told me last year. "They should make it a high school."

So when he became president of his small South American nation in 2010, Mr. Mujica decided he would commute from his home: a cluttered, three-room shack the size of a studio apartment, crammed with a wood stove, overstuffed bookcases and jars of pickling vegetables.

Before his death on Tuesday, Mr. Mujica lived there for decades with his lifelong partner, Lucia Topolansky -- herself a former vice president -- and their three-legged dog, Manuela. They farmed chrysanthemums to sell in local markets and drove their sky blue 1987 Volkswagen Beetle to their favorite tango bars. 

There was no reason, he said, that a new job should require a move.

That meant that, after sitting side-by-side with Barack Obama in the Oval Office or lecturing world leaders on the dangers of capitalism at the United Nations, Mr. Mujica would fly home in coach to a life resembling that of a poor farmer.

Jose Mujica and his lifelong partner, Lucia Topolansky, at home last year. Ms. Topolansky served as a vice president of Uruguay. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


It was a political masterstroke. His presidency failed to accomplish all of its economic goals. But his austere lifestyle made him revered by many Uruguayans for living like them, while giving him a platform in the international press to warn that greed was eroding society. He insisted it was truly how he wanted to live, but he also recognized that it served to illustrate that politicians had long had it too good.

"We have done everything possible to make the presidency less venerated," Mr. Mujica told my New York Times predecessor in South America, Simon Romero,  in 2013, sharing with him a gourd of mate, the herbal drink passed back and forth over conversation in this part of the world.

I visited Mr. Mujica at his same home last year. He was bundled in a winter coat and wool hat in front of a wood stove, frail and hardly able to eat as a result of radiation treatment for a tumor in his esophagus. But facing a journalist who could spread his ideas to the world for perhaps one of the final times, he held court for nearly two hours, expounding on how to find purpose and beauty in life and how, he told me unprompted, "humanity, as it's going, is doomed."

He also explained why he believed that the trappings of elected office -- the palaces, the servants, the luxury jets -- were the opposite of what democracy was supposed to be about.

"The cultural remnants of feudalism remain -- inside the republic. The red carpet, the bugles when the feudal lord came out of the castle onto the bridge. All that remains," he said. "The president likes to be praised."

He recalled a visit to Germany while he was president. "They put me in a Mercedes-Benz. The door weighed about 3,000 kilos. They put 40 motorcycles in front and another 40 in back," he said. "I was ashamed."

The international press nicknamed him the world's "poorest president," noting his net worth was $1,800 when he took office. Mr. Mujica detested the moniker and often quoted the Roman court-philosopher Seneca: "It is not the man who has too little, but the man who craves more, that is poor."

It would be hard to find a more striking contrast to President Trump, who has made living a gilded life central to his identity. In our interview, three months before the election, Mr. Mujica repeatedly brought up Mr. Trump. "It seems like a lie -- a country like the United States having a candidate like Trump," he said. "Democracy at the height of a doormat."

Mr. Mujica's three-room home. He shunned the presidential palace in favor of living here. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Mr. Mujica entered politics in the 1960s as a bank-robbing leftist guerrilla. His group, the Tupamaros, gained notoriety for their violence. Mr. Mujica said they tried to avoid harming civilians, but added that the leftist struggle sometimes required force.

After escaping prison twice, he was imprisoned for 14 years under Uruguay's military dictatorship, much of his sentence spent in solitary confinement. Trapped in a hole in the ground, he said, he befriended rats and a small frog to survive psychologically.

He was released as Uruguay re-established democracy and was eventually elected to Congress, drawing attention for showing up to work on a Vespa. In 2009, voters made him president of the nation of 3.3 million. 

Under Mr. Mujica, Uruguay decriminalized abortion, legalized same-sex marriage, pushed into renewable energy and became the first nation to fully legalize marijuana. Yet many of his goals, like significantly reducing inequality and improving education, fell victim to the realities of politics. 

But as news of his death spread on Tuesday, people across the world remembered him not for his policies. It was his humility that was his legacy.

Earlier this year, his political protege, a former history teacher named Yamandu Orsi, took office as Uruguay's new president. He has commuted to work from his family home, and Uruguay's presidential mansion has mostly remained empty.
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Guest Essay


A Plane From Qatar? C'mon, Man.

 Gabriel Alcala



By Norman Eisen, Virginia Canter and Richard W. Painter
The writers were ethics counsels in the Clinton, George W. Bush and Obama White Houses.


May 14, 2025 at 10:02 AM

As lawyers responsible in recent White Houses for enforcing the rules against foreign government presents for presidents, we believe Donald Trump is transgressing them in the most brazen of ways. We're not just talking about his apparent eagerness to accept an airplane valued at about $400 million from Qatar. His crypto entanglements are just as bad -- perhaps even worse.

Let's start with the plane. The Qatari royal family may donate a luxury Boeing 747-8 that will be upgraded to serve as Air Force One. Mr. Trump has long coveted a new presidential plane. He reportedly toured the Qatari-owned 747-8 this year when it was parked at a Florida airport.

This arrangement has been blessed by his White House counsel, David Warrington, and his attorney general, Pam Bondi, on the theory that Mr. Trump is not getting the plane, the United States is.

Yet Mr. Trump would be personally benefiting from the use of the plane while in office and could continue to do so after he leaves office. Functionally, this is a gift to him, notwithstanding the rationalizations offered by administration lawyers.

The foreign emoluments clause of the Constitution forbids the president from accepting a present or emolument -- a benefit, or anything of value -- from a foreign government without permission from Congress. That was an issue we litigated in a series of cases during the first Trump term; in each one, judges held that Mr. Trump could not accept various items of value from foreign states (the Supreme Court dismissed the cases as moot after his term ended).

Mr. Trump's defenders may argue that there is precedent for transferring an Air Force One plane to a president. One used by several presidents was decommissioned in 2001 and was given to the Reagan Library. But the comparison is inapt: The Air Force One that sits at the Reagan Library did not start out in the hands of a foreign government. Nor was it made available for Ronald Reagan's personal use -- it was retired and simply went straight to his library. (Mr. Trump denies that he will travel in the plane after his term ends.)

The other big Trump emoluments issue concerns crypto and another country on his current Middle East tour. A venture fund backed by the government of Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates is reportedly conducting a business transaction using $2 billion in a stablecoin, USD1, offered by the Trump family crypto company, World Liberty Financial. This enterprise is largely owned by Mr. Trump and his family, and the president is listed as "chief crypto advocate." This digital currency is pegged to the U.S. dollar. Mr. Trump and his family stand to profit handsomely.

This business and Mr. Trump's other crypto ventures, like his Trump meme coin, provide a virtually limitless opportunity for foreign governments to pump emoluments to Mr. Trump. All a foreign government need do, like the state-backed Emirati investment firm, is to put cash in World Liberty Financial.

This also runs afoul of the foreign emoluments clause -- and it captures why we have these rules in the first place. The conflict of interest is clear. How can we trust someone who is in charge of regulating crypto if he could benefit from lax regulation?

Mr. Trump has heightened this concern about impropriety with stunts like giving the top buyers of his $Trump meme coin personal access to him at a private dinner. Even worse, he has put White House entry up for sale, with the very largest purchasers offered a tour. Of course, he is not the first president to court scandal with such access; donor sleepovers in the Lincoln Bedroom during the Clinton administration come to mind. But those donations pale by comparison to the amounts at stake in Mr. Trump's crypto auction.

Thankfully, there is something that can be -- and is being -- done about these emoluments conflicts. Last week, more than 40 Senate Democrats (joined by two Republicans) stepped up to block the Guiding and Establishing National Innovation for U.S. Stablecoins Act of 2025. The bill fails to address the obvious issue of a president meant to be regulating crypto who is speculating in crypto. Senator Elizabeth Warren noted that the bill would make "it easier for the president and his family to line their own pockets," and others criticized the bill for its lack of protections against money laundering.

Opponents of this bill should not yield unless Congress is willing to put restrictions on Mr. Trump's crypto investments, including at a minimum barring him from accepting emoluments from foreign governments. For example, Congress could mandate that Mr. Trump's investments go into a genuinely blind trust over which he has no control. That is what Jimmy Carter did with his peanut farm.

Moreover, a revised crypto bill should also address the potential new Air Force One. The Constitution provides that foreign emoluments may be accepted only if approved by Congress. Not only does that body have ample ethics reasons to block the gift; it is also a national security nightmare. Experts are already raising questions about whether the plane will be free of surveillance concerns.

We were part of the efforts to curb Mr. Trump's emoluments in his first term. Given his rampant disregard for the Constitution, it's probably only a matter of time before another case is brought against him building upon the broad reading of the emoluments clause that we previously secured.

The American people should make their disgust known: There is no room for this kind of flagrant disregard of the Constitution in the skies above or in digital wallets down below.

Norman Eisen is the publisher of The Contrarian and the executive chair of Democracy Defenders Fund, for which Virginia Canter is the chief anticorruption counsel. Richard W. Painter is a law professor at the University of Minnesota. They served as ethics counsels in the Obama, Clinton and George W. Bush White Houses.
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Guest Essay


The U.S. Army Is Finally Pivoting Toward Future Threats

Video: 



By Ryan D. McCarthy
Mr. McCarthy was the 24th secretary of the Army, from 2019 to 2021, and is an operating partner at AE Industrial, a private equity firm with investments in aerospace and military contracting companies.


May 13, 2025 at 06:00 AM

On the last day of April, Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth signed a memo that has the potential to unleash profound change in the Army. After decades of being organized, trained and equipped mainly for operations in Europe and the Middle East, the Army is sharpening its focus on deterring Chinese aggression in the Pacific, along with border security and missile defense.

The changes, which were recommended by the Army leadership, are sweeping. If carried out as envisioned, they will transform the kinds of weapons America uses, how they are bought and how fast they get into the hands of soldiers.

These changes reflect President Trump's main national security priorities and have their roots in the outset of his previous term. At the time, the nation's oldest military service was in powerful need of modernization. It needed to reflect a new national defense strategy after more than a decade and a half of preparing units for counterterrorism and counterinsurgency in Iraq and Afghanistan.

I was the under secretary and later the secretary of the Army during Mr. Trump's first term. Those kinds of missions shaped my own military experience. One month after the Sept. 11 attacks, I was deployed with the 75th Ranger Regiment to Afghanistan for what at the time was considered to be operations to kill or capture leaders of Al Qaeda and the Taliban. It turned out to be the opening salvo of two decades of conflict.

During that period, Russia and China steadily expanded their territorial ambitions and modernized their militaries. The U.S. Army was largely equipped with the kinds of conventional weapons, such as tanks, combat vehicles and helicopters, first produced in the Reagan administration and upgraded multiple times over the next 40-plus years.

Recognizing the gap between our capabilities and the threats that had emerged, Army leaders during the first Trump administration conducted something we called Night Court, a reference to the 1980s NBC sitcom of that name. We reviewed hundreds of Army programs and delivered our verdicts -- keep or cancel.

We ended up redirecting more than $30 billion of our budget. We canceled upgrades of Cold War materiel -- Bradley fighting vehicles, Chinook cargo helicopters -- to invest in equipment better suited for what the Pentagon calls high-intensity conflict, such as hypersonic missiles, electronic warfare systems that thwart enemy communications and targeting, land-based Tomahawk cruise missiles to sink enemy ships along the island chains of the Pacific.

To develop and acquire this new equipment more quickly, we established what we called the Army Futures Command headed by a four-star general in 2018 to serve as the Army's hub of innovation and to identify investments in new technologies. Instead of being within a big Army base, which are typically in remote parts of the country, the new command is headquartered on the campus of the University of Texas, Austin, where military planners could work alongside start-up companies and top-tier software engineers.

Then the Biden administration arrived with different policies and budget priorities. The effort to change the focus of weapons investment was left to wither on the vine. Some systems were canceled outright. Promising initiatives to integrate cyberweapons, unmanned systems and other technologies happened piecemeal. The acquisitions bureaucracy dragged its feet on instituting the kind of practices that private companies use to act fast in buying software.

No longer. The recent plan will pour more resources into the kinds of weaponry more relevant to combat in the Asia-Pacific theater: air and missile defense, longer-range munitions and A.I.-enabled command and control networks to defend American forces.

Now the Army Futures Command will merge its mission of tech innovation into a larger entity that also will provide training, creating an organization that will for the first time in any military service combine the two areas.

To get weapons acquisitions back on a fast track, the Army will standardize the use of those more rapid contracting techniques that resemble practices by businesses in the commercial sector, where most tech innovation takes place. These approaches are not subject to federal acquisition regulations and their many cumbersome requirements. Many of these flexible contracting tools were approved by Congress years ago but were used infrequently because of bureaucratic resistance.

For too long, the officials responsible for buying weapons were more focused on avoiding failure and keeping the purchase orders to defense contractors predictable. Army leaders now have a mandate to get soldiers what they need sooner rather than later. These officials now may have to take more calculated risks -- speeding up promising projects in development into full-scale production or partnering with commercial companies in novel ways.

After more than a half century of Pentagon centralization, America's commanders now will have the power to make decisions and drive change. Army Secretary Daniel Driscoll, working with the branch's chief of staff, Gen. Randy George, took the initiative by pushing these strategic reforms now, rather than being forced into compromise under the pressure of budget cuts.

The momentum must be sustained, which requires action outside the Pentagon. Congress should, for instance, give the military more flexibility by allowing funding all at once for a group of related weapons systems -- such as autonomous drones and air defense -- rather than simply specific weapon systems. This allows the military to have access to quickly evolving technologies and to buy the best mix of equipment, regardless who sells it.

History is replete with examples of militaries that clung to a cherished identity and habit at the expense of preparedness for the fight to come, whether it was the French who succumbed to the English and their longbows at the Battle of Crecy in 1346 or the U.S. military's Task Force Smith, which was crushed by the better-equipped and -prepared North Korean troops in 1950. The changes called for by Army leadership would ensure that soldiers have what they need to respond when the nation's interests are threatened.

Ryan D. McCarthy was the 24th secretary of the Army, from 2019 to 2021, and is an operating partner at AE Industrial, a private equity firm with investments in aerospace and military contracting companies.

Source images by Abhishek Singh and picture alliance/Getty Images.
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Guest Essay


There Are Ways to Die With Dignity, but Not Like This

 Jordanna Kalman



By L.S. Dugdale
Dr. Dugdale is a physician and an ethicist at Columbia University and the author of the book "The Lost Art of Dying: Reviving Forgotten Wisdom."


May 11, 2025 at 11:00 AM

Early in my medical career, I was shocked to learn that intensive care units are full of patients who never expect to leave the hospital alive. Facing advanced disease and collapsing organ systems, they rely on the miracles of modern technology to pump their hearts, help them breathe, close their wounds and filter their blood for as long as possible.

Many patients and their families understandably wish to delay death. Others find the experience torturous: the ever-mounting costs, the endless cycle of interventions, the literal and figurative sterility of the hospital environment. Some doctors and nurses secretly wonder whether these practices are in the best interests of their patients. I am one of them.

Some years ago, I began to advocate a revival of the medieval practice of ars moriendi, or the art of dying -- a more accepting, less fearful, more community-based approach to the end of life. I believe that in many cases, it is wise to forgo life-extending interventions for the sake of a higher quality of life and a better death.

Given my views, you might expect that I would celebrate the Medical Aid in Dying Act recently passed by the New York State Assembly and now awaiting action in the New York State Senate. But this bill, like similar legislation that facilitates dying in places such as Oregon and Canada, is not about dying well. It is about relieving society -- government, medical systems, even families -- of the responsibility to care for those who need the most help: the mentally ill, the poor, the physically disabled.

The New York bill defines "aid in dying" as a medical practice. If a patient qualifies, a doctor can prescribe a lethal dose of drugs that the patient may self-administer to end his or her life. Labeling this a medical practice confers a kind of legitimacy on what is also called, more accurately, physician-assisted suicide.

When it comes to conventional suicide, it's no secret that people who suffer from depression are at greater risk. There is no reason to think that depression is any less of a factor when it comes to physician-assisted suicide. Yet the New York bill, which is modeled on the Death With Dignity law enacted in Oregon in 1997, does not even require a mental health professional to screen patients for depression unless one of the doctors involved determines that the patient's judgment may be impaired by a psychiatric or psychological disorder.

This is a major oversight that fails to protect depressed people from making flawed decisions. Depression is not just a mood; it distorts perception, often convincing people that their lives are worthless, their loved ones are better off without them and death is their only option. When people intervene to prevent a conventional suicide attempt, they do so because they believe such thoughts are not expressions of a person's true will but rather symptoms of an illness.

Oregon collects data on assisted suicides in the state, and those numbers should prompt concern about depressed patients. In 2024, for example, most people who received assisted suicide prescriptions in Oregon had terminal cancer -- a group known to be at high risk for depression. Yet of the 607 Oregonians who received lethal prescriptions that year, only three were referred for psychological or psychiatric evaluation. (Research has shown that depression is a diagnosis that many doctors are prone to miss.)

This is troubling because depression remains a highly treatable illness. If we fail to properly screen terminally ill patients for depression, we risk letting the illness -- not the individual -- make the decision to end a life.

There is also a concern about the vulnerability of those with physical disabilities, who are accustomed to having to prove that their lives have value. Disability advocates often worry that this burden will only increase once there's a legitimate pathway to ending lives deemed not worth living. The New York bill tries to respond to these concerns by prohibiting anyone from qualifying for assisted suicide solely on the basis of age or disability. Instead the patient must have a terminal illness or condition, with a prognosis of six months or less to live.

But in practice a prognosis is not always a straightforward affair, especially when it comes to the most vulnerable patients. As a doctor who has cared for many patients with disabilities, I know how easily a prognosis of six months can become a reality -- especially if a patient stops treatment. A person with intractable seizures becomes terminal if she discontinues her anti-epileptic medicines. So does someone reliant on artificial nutrition if she stops her feeds. A brittle diabetic who stops taking insulin quickly becomes terminal.

In this light, to claim that people with disabilities are protected by the New York bill is disingenuous. The bill may prevent them from qualifying for assisted suicide solely because of their disabilities, but disability can become a terminal condition by choice -- or despair.

Supporters of medical aid in dying often invoke the importance of preserving personal autonomy. Last year, the No. 1 end-of-life concern that recipients of assisted suicide in Oregon cited was loss of autonomy. This is understandable: Those whose physical condition is rapidly deteriorating may see death as preferable to a life over which they have no control.

But lack of autonomy is not unique to end-of-life situations; it is often an everyday reality for the disabled and the poor. We don't want to offer people assisted suicide for just any loss of autonomy.

Here, the experience of Canada, which since 2016 has allowed eligible adults to request medical assistance in dying, is worrisome. In 2023, 432 Canadians who received assisted suicide said they required but did not receive disability support services. More disturbing still, nearly half of the nonterminal patients who received assisted suicide did so at least in part because of loneliness. One man sought assisted death as a result of homelessness, then changed his mind after a GoFundMe campaign helped him find shelter. What began as a right to die when death is "reasonably foreseeable" seems to have evolved into the possibility of a hastened death for almost any form of suffering.

This is not a compassionate policy -- not in Canada, not in Oregon and not, should the bill become law, in New York. Instead of investing in the infrastructure of support for the lonely, the depressed, the disabled and the poor, we offer them a prescription for death. We call it autonomy, but it's abandonment.

The art of dying well cannot be severed from the art of living well, and that includes caring for one another, especially when it is hard, inconvenient or costly. It is not enough to offer the dying control. We must offer them dignity -- not by affirming their despair but by affirming their worth. Even when they are suffering. Even when they are vulnerable. Even when they are, in worldly terms, a burden.

If you are having thoughts of suicide, call or text 988 to reach the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline or go to SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources for a list of additional resources.

L.S. Dugdale is a physician and an ethicist at Columbia University and the author of the book "The Lost Art of Dying: Reviving Forgotten Wisdom."
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George Saunders: Shame on the White House

 Illustration by Shoshana Schultz/The New York Times; source photograph via Library of Congress



By George Saunders
Mr. Saunders is the author of numerous books, including "Lincoln in the Bardo."


May 13, 2025 at 10:02 AM

If the White House wants to fire the librarian of Congress, it can. But it was interesting to have recently had the experience of meeting this dynamic, dedicated person, Carla Hayden, and feeling so proud that she was our librarian of Congress, then reading the White House's sloppy, juvenile rationale for her dismissal; it gave me a visceral feeling for just how diseased this administration really is.

I was the recipient of the Library of Congress's Prize for American Fiction in 2023. Dr. Hayden struck me then as energetic, engaged and utterly dedicated to the work of the library. One of the things Dr. Hayden and I bonded over was the idea that knowledge is power, that in a democracy, the more we know, the better we are.

The White House, tossing out nonsense from its meager box of repetitive right-wing auto-defenses, claimed on Friday that Dr. Hayden had, "in the pursuit of D.E.I.," done "quite concerning things." Did it name those things? It did not. It couldn't have. Putting aside the basic idiocy of being against that position ("What, you value diversity? You think things should be equitable? And that all should be included?"), members of the administration now use "D.E.I." as a sort of omni-pejorative, deliberately (strategically) leaving its exact meaning vague.

What it seems to mean, to them, is: The accused is a person who is aware that certain groups have had a different experience of American life and who feels that it is part of our intellectual responsibility (and joy) to engage with that history, so as to improve our democracy (that whole "more perfect union" thing). This the administration sees not as healthy intellectual curiosity but as dangerous indoctrination. Indoctrination into what? Truth, history, a realistic engagement with the past, I guess.

The White House also stated, with an inaccuracy that would be comic if it weren't so sickening, that Dr. Hayden put "inappropriate books in the library for children." The librarian of Congress doesn't put books into the library. And presumably, the American people benefit from having access to the widest possible collection of books. Even those American people who are children, who, after all, have parents to decide what is inappropriate.

In the real world, the world of cause and effect, when we tear down the best among us and provide bogus reasons for why we did it, reality will eventually come for us. To behave honorably requires that we be in contact with the truth, to be able to supply honest answers to simple questions. If the White House wanted to part ways with Dr. Hayden, why couldn't it, without insulting her groundlessly, do so, and then (truthfully) say why? One wonders.

The firing of Dr. Hayden and the inane dissembling that followed represent a kind of diabolical Opposite Day phenomenon: An exceptional person is stupidly tossed aside, and to come up with an explanation, the administration turns to its patented Random False Rationale Generator.

When a ship is sinking, there's value in knowing how fast and calling it out. When a country is self-sabotaging, ditto. So let me just say it: Shame on the White House. Shame on those who should be stopping this slide into autocracy and aren't. (I'm looking at you, John Thune, Mike Johnson and Marco Rubio.) Shame on all of us if we let these ignorant purveyors of cruelty reduce this beautiful thing we've built over these hundreds of years to a hollow, braying, anti-version of itself.

George Saunders is the author of numerous books, including, most recently, "Liberation Day."

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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letters


It's Time for a Course on the Constitution

May 14, 2025 at 05:23 PM


David Souter in 2005. J. Scott Applewhite/Associated Press


To the Editor:

Re "A Warning From Justice Souter: Too Much Ignorance Will Imperil Democracy," by Adam Liptak (Sidebar column, May 13):

Justice David Souter was prescient in raising the alarm in 2012, long before the Trump presidency. Like Justice Souter, the founding fathers were instructed by the fall of the Roman Republic and fashioned our separation of powers to avoid its pitfalls.

Now President Trump is attempting to sweep aside constitutional restraints on executive power and establish "presidential government," with the legislative and judicial branches diminished and compliant.

Mr. Trump's authoritarianism is built on his cult of personality. Will his corruption of American constitutionalism become so structurally embedded that any successors could rule without the cult? That is the unresolved question.

Steven Berkowitz
New York

To the Editor:

David Souter, the former Supreme Court justice who died last week, once stated, "I don't believe there is any problem of American politics and American public life which is more significant today than the pervasive civic ignorance of the Constitution of the United States and the structure of government."

A course on our Constitution -- what it says and what it means -- should be required for high school students at every school, public or private, in the country.

Leonard Malkin
Detroit

To the Editor:

Re "For Trump, the Constitution Is a Hindrance as He Pushes for Deportations" (White House Memo, nytimes.com, May 5):

I have a suggestion for responding to President Trump's stated ignorance of his obligation to defend the U.S. Constitution despite swearing an oath of office less than four months ago to do just that.

In my introductory courses, students are required to take a quiz on the syllabus before they can get access to course readings or homework assignments. The quiz is open book, and students can take it as many times as they want, but they must score 100 percent before they are permitted to get to the course content. This quiz is an effective way to avoid situations in which students do not follow course rules because they do not know what they are.

Evidently President Trump needs a syllabus quiz on the Constitution before being granted access to the U.S. legal system. If Chief Justice John Roberts is busy, any first-year law student could devise and administer such a quiz.

Deborah Beck
Austin, Texas
The writer teaches mythology, Latin and ancient Greek at the University of Texas at Austin.

The Catholic Church Sexual Abuse Crisis

 Camillo Pasquarelli for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Leo XIV May Prove Frustrating for Catholics in the U.S.," by Sam Sawyer (Opinion guest essay, May 13):

Father Sawyer, a Jesuit priest and the editor in chief of the Catholic magazine America, offers a compelling view of what conservative or liberal American Catholics might hope for in Pope Leo. One topic not mentioned: the sexual abuse crisis.

Across the global church, including close to home in Leo's native city, Chicago, as well as in Peru and Italy during his priestly ministry, this scourge has brought piercing trauma to victims. I know. As a clerical abuse survivor, I pray that Leo will continue the healing his predecessor Francis embraced.

Abuse is neither conservative nor liberal. All brothers and sisters in and out of the pews are affected, regardless of political party or doctrinal persuasion.

Mark Joseph Williams
Basking Ridge, N.J.
The writer is a special adviser to the Archdiocese of Newark and the author of "Torrent of Grace: A Catholic Survivor's Healing Journey After Clergy Abuse."

Musk's Minions

 Brandon Celi


To the Editor:

Re "Elon Musk Fed His Reputation Into the Wood Chipper," by David Nasaw (Opinion guest essay, May 12):

The devastation wrought by Elon Musk, the "unelected co-president," really points to the people in our government who have abetted his actions or adopted the stance of willfully heedless cowards.

Our leaders clumsily wield power at the expense of workers, families and our global reputation. That's what is in the wood chipper.

Ann Kloter
Essex, Conn.
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The World Is Wooing U.S. Researchers Shunned by Trump

As President Trump guts American research institutions, world leaders see a "once-in-a-century brain gain opportunity."

For decades, the United States was a magnet for top researchers, scientists and academics. Timothy Mulcare for The New York Times



By Patricia Cohen
Patricia Cohen covers the global economy from London.


May 14, 2025 at 05:00 AM

Help Wanted. Looking for American researchers.

As President Trump cuts billions of federal dollars from science institutes and universities, restricts what can be studied and pushes out immigrants, rival nations are hoping to pick up talent that has been cast aside or become disenchanted.

For decades, trying to compete with American institutions and companies has been difficult. The United States was a magnet for top researchers, scientists and academics. In general, budgets were bigger, pay was bigger, labs and equipment were bigger. So were ambitions.

In 2024, the United States spent nearly $1 trillion -- roughly 3.5 percent of total economic output -- on research and development. When it came to the kind of long-term basic research that underpins American technological and scientific advancements, the government accounted for about 40 percent of the spending.

That's the reason political, education and business leaders in advanced countries and emerging economies have long fretted over a brain drain from their own shores. Now they are seizing a chance to reverse the flow.

In 2024, the United States invested nearly $1 trillion in research and development. Hilary Swift for The New York Times


"This is a once-in-a-century brain gain opportunity," the Australian Strategic Policy Institute declared, as it encouraged its government to act.

Last week, at the urging of more than a dozen members, the European Union announced it would spend an additional 500 million euros, or $556 million, over the next two years to "make Europe a magnet for researchers."

Such a sum is paltry when compared with U.S. budgets. So it's understandable if their appeals are met with a request to "show me the money."

After all, salaries tend to be much lower in Europe. In France, for example, a 35-year-old researcher can expect to earn around EU3,600 (about $4,000) a month before taxes, according to the French Education and Research ministry. A postdoctoral fellow at Stanford would stand to earn the equivalent of around EU6,000 (about $6,685) a month in the United States.

Still, there is interest. Of 1,600 people who responded to a March poll in the journal Nature -- many of them Ph.D. or postdoctoral students in the United States -- three out of four said they were considering leaving the country because of the Trump administration's policies.

And Europe's more generous social safety net can make up for a large part of the salary differential, said Patrick Lemaire, the president of the College de Societes Savantes Academiques de France, an arm of an international council that represents about 50,000 academics in France.

"There is much less money in Europe, and the salaries are much lower," he said. "But you also have very good social security and health care, which is free; school and university tuition are free."

Here are some of the pitches offered by countries and universities around the world.

The University of Paris-Saclay is establishing five new positions for American researchers. Anne-Christine Poujoulat/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


France

In addition to the European Union, France pledged to put cash on the table last week. President Emmanuel Macron said his government would spend $113 million on a program to attract American researchers.

Other academic institutions are putting up their own money. Aix Marseilles University said it would spend up to $16.8 million to fund 15 foreign researchers. The offer has so far attracted more than 50 applicants, according to the journal Science. The University of Paris-Saclay is also establishing five new positions for American researchers.

Diana Morant, Spain's minister of science, innovation and universities, said the government was budgeting an additional EU45 million to lure scientists.  Eva Manez/Reuters


Spain

Diana Morant, the minister of science, innovation and universities in Spain, said the government was budgeting an additional EU45 million to lure scientists "despised or undervalued by the Trump administration." The program offers American researchers an extra $200,000 grant on top of a million-dollar package normally offered.

Catalonia, Spain's prosperous northeastern region, announced a $34 million program to attract American researchers who "can see their academic freedom restricted." Twelve universities will be helping to sponsor 78 "high quality" scientists in total from the United States over the next three years.

Denmark

Set to Bruce Springsteen's "Born in the U.S.A.," an Instagram post by Brian Mikkelsen, the chief executive of the Danish Chamber of Commerce, made this appeal: "This is a direct invitation to American researchers." Talented people are losing their jobs or funding because politics is overshadowing science, he said. "We want you to know there is an alternative. In Denmark, we value science. We believe in facts." He said the chamber and the society of engineers were asking to fast-track 200 positions for researchers over the next three years. There was no mention of funding.

"To American academics and scientists: We need you!" the Swedish education minister, Johan Pehrson, wrote on X.  Jonathan Nackstrand/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Sweden

Johan Pehrson, Sweden's minister of education, organized a meeting last month with officials from nine universities to discuss how to attract disgruntled talent. "To American academics and scientists: We need you!" he wrote on X. Alas, there was no musical accompaniment or money mentioned.

Norway

"Academic freedom is under pressure in the U.S.," said Jonas Gahr Store, the prime minister of Norway. The government is offering 100 million kroner, or $9.6 million, to fund experienced American and other international researchers next year.

Britain

The Labour Party government is reportedly planning to spend 50 million pounds, or $66 million, to finance and relocate international scientists.

Canada

The University Health Network in Toronto and other foundations are devoting 30 million Canadian dollars ($21.5 million) to recruit 100 young scientists from the United States and elsewhere. In April, the University of British Columbia initiated "U.S. Applicant Week" and reopened applications for some graduate programs to give American students another chance to apply.

In a March poll, 75 percent of respondents said they were considering leaving the United States because of President Trump's policies. Cody O'Loughlin for The New York Times


Portugal

Citing Trump administration policies, Portugal's NOVA Medical School announced that it would budget an additional $2 million to cover the salaries of "international researchers of excellence" for three years and some relocation costs.

Austria

"The destruction of freedom of science and democracy in the U.S.A. leaves me speechless," Eva-Maria Holzleitner, the minister of women, science and research, said in an Instagram video. "We are working on programs to provide a safe haven for students and scientists at risk."

Last month, Austria opened its own national portal on Euraxess -- Researchers in Motion, a platform supported by 43 European nations that offers a wide database of job offers, scholarships and grants as well as information about organizing a research project in Europe.

Australia

The Australian Academy of Science began a global talent search last month, with its president stating there was an "urgent and unparalleled opportunity to attract the smartest minds leaving the United States." The callout asked for donations to finance the effort.

Ireland, Belgium, South Korea and China have also talked about starting programs directed at researchers, scientists and students in the United States.

Liz Alderman contributed reporting from Paris.
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Why Losing E.V. Tax Credits Could Hit G.M. and Ford Harder Than Tesla

A House Republican bill introduced this week would do away with tax credits that had encouraged Americans to buy electric vehicles and automakers to invest in new factories.

Electric vehicles at a dealership in North Hampton, N.H. A bill being introduced by House Republicans would eliminate a $7,500 tax credit for purchases and leases of electric cars and trucks. Tristan Spinski for The New York Times



By Neal E. Boudette



May 14, 2025 at 01:51 PM

Sales of electric vehicles have been rising in recent years, partly because of a $7,500 tax credit from the federal government that helps lower the cost of buying one.

But a budget bill that House Republicans released on Monday would end that tax credit. Their proposal would also put new restrictions on other tax breaks that have encouraged automakers to invest tens of billions of dollars in new battery plants in the United States.

By next year, the bill would do away with the $7,500 tax credit for buyers of new electric vehicles and a $4,000 credit that can be applied to the purchase of used electric cars and trucks.

If signed into law, the change is likely to increase electric vehicle sales in the coming months as consumers race to take advantage of the tax credit before it goes away. But sales are likely to slow or fall once the credits end, analysts said.

"It's definitely going to impact adoption and slow it down significantly," said Stephanie Valdez Streaty, director of industry insights at Cox Automotive, a research firm.

Cox expects electric vehicles to make up 10 percent of all new vehicle purchases this year. If Congress makes no changes to the tax credits, that number should climb to almost a third by 2030, the firm estimates.

But if Congress repeals the credits, Ms. Valdez Streaty said, she expects electric vehicle sales to make up 20 to 24 percent of new car sales by 2030.

Losing the credits would deal another financial blow to automakers facing higher costs because of President Trump's 25 percent tariffs on imported cars and auto parts.

The Republican tax proposal would hurt many automakers that have been racing to introduce new models. General Motors and Ford Motor may be hit particularly hard. Both have invested heavily in factories and supply chains with the hope of eventually producing millions of electric vehicles a year.

G.M. has opened two battery plants, in Ohio and in Tennessee. The company built them through a joint venture with LG Energy Solution. Ford has three battery plants under construction -- a wholly owned factory in Michigan and two in partnership with a South Korean company, SK On, in Kentucky and in Tennessee.

Both Detroit automakers have also invested in mining operations to secure domestic supplies of lithium, a key material for batteries.

Tesla, the largest seller of electric vehicles in the United States, will also be hurt. The company's sales have been sliding in recent months because it hasn't introduced new, more affordable models and because of a consumer backlash to its chief executive, Elon Musk, who has taken a prominent role in the Trump administration.

But Tesla has some advantages. While most automakers are still losing money on electric cars, Tesla has been making money on them for years. As a result, it might have more financial leeway to lower prices to prop up demand if the credits end. The company also relies less on imported parts than other U.S. automakers.

Other large automakers have been racing to catch up to Tesla in electric vehicles, including by building new factories, mostly in states that have elected many Republican lawmakers.

Toyota has built a battery plant in North Carolina. Hyundai has started making electric vehicles at a plant in Georgia and plans to produce batteries there. Stellantis and a partner have two battery plants under construction in Indiana. The states hosting these plants have been counting on them to create thousands of well-paying jobs.

If the tax rules change significantly, automakers could scrap, scale back or delay their plans.

"If the government wants the U.S. to compete with China and the rest of the world in the inevitably large E.V. market, and wants G.M. and Ford to make large, long-term investments in E.V. development and U.S.-based production, it needs to extend the tax credit and wall it off from doctrinaire whiplash," said Erik Gordon, a business professor at the University of Michigan who follows the auto industry.

China is the world's largest producer of electric vehicles and is the most important source of critical materials for batteries and electric motors, such as processed lithium and rare earth minerals. The elimination of the tax credits would make it much harder for the U.S. auto industry to catch up.

"What this does globally to the U.S. auto industry and its ability to compete -- I think it's going to hurt us," Ms. Valdez Streaty said. "I think it's going to slow us down, and we are already behind China."

Ford and Stellantis declined to comment, as did the Alliance for Automotive Innovation, a policy group.

The federal government began offering the $7,500 credit under President Barack Obama, and it stayed in place during President Trump's first term. The credit was renewed and expanded in the Inflation Reduction Act that President Joseph R. Biden Jr. signed into law.

Because electric vehicles are more expensive than internal-combustion vehicles, the credits have been essential in getting more people to buy them.

The credit is available on sport utility vehicles and pickup trucks that sell for $80,000 or less and sedans that cost no more than $55,000. Cars have to be assembled in North America, and their batteries must meet requirements on which countries their battery materials come from. To qualify, individual buyers have to earn no more than $150,000 a year and couples no more than $300,000.

Many of those conditions do not apply to leased vehicles. But the tax credit on those cars and trucks goes to the company that leases the car to individuals, which is typically the finance arms of automakers. Many leasing firms have been passing the savings to their customers, a practice that has led to a sharp rise in leasing of electric vehicles.

About 595,000 electric vehicles were leased in 2024, Ms. Valdez Streaty said, up from about 96,000 in 2022 before the leasing incentive was available.
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Burberry to Cut Nearly 20% of Jobs as Luxury Sales Sag

The British fashion house, which reported poor annual sales in a precarious time for the global luxury industry, is looking to save 60 million pounds in cost-cutting efforts.

A Burberry store in Manhattan. Most of the company's planned job cuts will affect its corporate offices, as well as retail stores and factories. Karsten Moran for The New York Times



By Elizabeth Paton
Reporting from London


May 14, 2025 at 12:20 PM

Burberry, the British fashion brand known for its trench coats and signature checkered print, said on Wednesday that it would slash up to 1,700 jobs in a bid to cut costs as it tries to return to profit after a period of poor sales in an increasingly volatile luxury sector.

The job cuts, which represent 18 percent of the company's global work force, are part of larger organizational changes that are expected to save the company 60 million pounds (about $80 million). The measures come amid global uncertainty that increased after President Trump imposed tariffs on America's top trading partners.

"The current macroeconomic environment has become more uncertain in light of geopolitical developments," the company said in a statement.

The company announced the cost-cutting strategy after reporting that it swung to an annual loss in the 2025 financial year, which ended March 29, from a profit the year before. Operating losses were PS3 million, or $4 million, down from a PS418 million, or $558 million, profit the year prior. Revenue was down 17 percent to PS2.5 billion, or $3.4 billion.

Burberry has struggled in recent years after managerial and designer changes, a drive to increase prices that fell flat with customers and the wider global slowdown of luxury consumption, particularly in China, its biggest overseas market.

The company said the cost-cutting efforts, combined with earlier measures, could lead to planned savings of up to PS100 million, or $133 million, by 2027. Most job losses will hit corporate offices but could also affect retail stores and factories.

Shares jumped by as much as 10 percent on the news after the market opened in London.

The company's chief executive, Joshua Shulman, joined Burberry from its American rival, Coach, last year to lead a turnaround effort. He said in a statement on Wednesday that he was "more optimistic than ever that Burberry's best days are ahead and that we will deliver sustainable profitable growth over time," but added that the last financial year had been challenging.

Charlie Huggins, a manager at the investment firm Wealth Club, noted that a 6 percent decline in same-store sales in the fourth quarter was "a marked improvement" and suggested that "the strategic plan to reignite the brand may be gaining early traction."

"But fiscal year 2025 was still an annus horribilis for Burberry," he said. "Almost everything that could go wrong did. Luxury consumers across the globe significantly tightened their belts hitting the whole luxury sector. But Burberry has seen more impact than most."

Other groups that noted earnings declines recently include LVMH, owner of Louis Vuitton and Dior, and Kering, which owns brands like Gucci and Saint Laurent.
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Tariffs Drive Honda to Move S.U.V. Production From Canada to U.S.

President Trump's trade war again tests Canada's new government. Honda is also postponing  a major electric vehicle factory in Canada.

Honda CR-V vehicles on the assembly line in Alliston, Ontario. Canada's new prime minister, Mark Carney, has portrayed himself as the leader best suited for dealing with a trade war with the United States. Cole Burston/Reuters



By Ian Austen
Reporting from Windsor, Ontario


May 13, 2025 at 03:33 PM

In the face of U.S. tariffs, Honda said on Monday that it would shift production of one of its popular vehicles from Ontario to a U.S. factory and postpone an $11 billion plan to make electric vehicles and batteries in Canada.

The announcement came less than a month after Honda denied a report in the Japanese media that President Trump's tariffs would force it to pull back in Canada.

It also poses a major challenge for Prime Minister Mark Carney of Canada, who won a stunning victory in last month's election after portraying himself as the leader best suited for dealing with President Trump and the trade war between the two countries.

The United States has imposed a 25 percent tariff on many Canadian autos and auto parts.

Honda's chief executive, Toshiro Mibe, said in a news conference in Japan that the decision to move the manufacturing of the CR-V sport utility vehicle to the United States was part of the company's plans to "optimize" production to reduce the effects of tariffs.

He blamed sluggish growth of the electric vehicle market for the decision to hold off on an $11 billion expansion of the Ontario factory complex, which would have added battery and electric vehicle production.

The expansion, which was backed by substantial financial incentives from the governments of Canada and Ontario, was characterized last year by Justin Trudeau, the prime minister at the time, as the largest investment by an automaker in Canadian history. It was projected to employ 1,000 people and was the signature piece of a series of government-backed moves to shift Canada's auto industry toward electric vehicles.

The majority of the CR-Vs made in Canada are shipped to the United States.

Ken Chiu, a spokesman for Honda Canada, said that wherever the production of specific models is moved, the company does not plan to cut "production volume or employment" at its Canadian factory. Honda currently employs about 4,200 people at its plant in Alliston, Ontario, which also builds Civic sedans as well as engines.

Mr. Carney's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Honda's decisions. He is set to swear in his new cabinet Tuesday.

The announcement by Honda is the latest in a series of moves by the auto industry to pull back plans for expansion in Canada after the imposition of tariffs by the United States.

Stellantis suspended the conversion of a factory in a Toronto suburb to make electric and gasoline powered Jeeps. It has shut down its plant in Windsor, Ontario, which makes minivans and Dodge muscle cars, for a total of three weeks and is also reducing its production schedule during the coming weeks.

General Motors' Canadian subsidiary suspended production of an electric commercial van in Ontario. Ford's lone Canadian assembly plant, in Oakville, Ontario, has been idle for nearly a year after the company abandoned plans to make electric vehicles there. Instead, the plant will eventually start making gasoline-powered pickup trucks.
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What to Know About Trump's Latest Changes to Taxes on Small Packages From China

Beginning Wednesday, shipments arriving in the United States from China and Hong Kong worth less than $800 could face 54 percent tariffs.

A garment factory in Guangzhou, the center of China's apparel manufacturing sector, where many low priced goods are produced. Qilai Shen for The New York Times



By Meaghan Tobin and Agnes Chang
Meaghan Tobin reported from Beijing and Agnes Chang from Seoul.


May 14, 2025 at 10:20 AM

Earlier this month, President Trump closed a longstanding loophole that had allowed a flood of inexpensive Chinese goods to be mailed to the United States without any tariffs.

Starting on May 2, those packages faced a tariff of 120 percent or a $100 flat fee.

After the United States and China agreed this week to a temporary truce in trade tensions, that tariff is now 54 percent. The changes, which took effect on Wednesday, were described in a White House executive order and guidance from Customs and Border Protection.

For the past decade, a tax loophole known as the de minimis exemption allowed goods worth up to $800 to enter the United States without import duties. The result was millions of packages shipped from China to the United States, as American shoppers got hooked on buying everything from flash drives to water bottles at low prices.

Chinese companies like Shein and Temu built their businesses around the loophole, sending goods made in Chinese factories directly to American shoppers. At the same time, China pushed its manufacturers to find buyers overseas.

Last year, nearly four million packages a day entered the United States with no customs inspection and no duties paid, angering American businesses that said the loophole made it difficult for them to compete.

Mr. Trump said the loophole had created a pathway for the chemicals involved in making fentanyl to come into the United States from China because of limited checks on these packages.

Under the rules for de minimis shipments, carriers of international mail packages can pay either the 54 percent tariff or the fee of $100 per package. In practice, that means a $10 pair of cargo pants on Shein would be taxed $5.40 if the carrier chose the tariff, but for a package with 25 pairs of cargo pants, it would be cheaper to pay the flat fee. One caveat: Carriers must use the option they choose -- either the tariff or the fee -- on all packages they ship, and can elect to change only once a month.

In 2023, the average value of a de minimis package was $54, according to the congressional testimony of a U.S. customs official.

It is likely that much of the extra cost resulting from the new tariffs will fall on shoppers. The tariffs on these shipments are also disrupting the economics of global trade.

In Guangzhou, the center of China's garment industry, factory owners and managers said customers were placing fewer orders because of the higher prices.

Many said the drop in orders and the overall uncertainty generated by trade tensions risked making their businesses unsustainable. Some had closed their doors or hired fewer workers. Others packed up their operations for other provinces or other countries, like Vietnam, in the hope of paying lower wages and lower export duties.

The trade war poses a particular challenge for China, where economic growth has been largely driven by exports in recent years. New orders for export from China dropped in April to their lowest level since the end of 2022, according to official data.

On Monday, the United States and China said they would reduce their respective tariffs for 90 days while they continued negotiations, ending a standoff that had brought to a halt much of the trade between the world's two largest economies.
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Court Sides With New York Times Over Access to E.U. Covid Vaccine Messages

The case revolved around whether texts between a top official and a drug company executive counted as a public record that might need to be disclosed.

Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European Commission. The case involved text messages that she and Pfizer exchanged as they negotiated a Covid-19 vaccine contract. Eva Manez/Reuters



By Jeanna Smialek
Reporting from Luxembourg


May 14, 2025 at 08:53 AM

In a case that could help shape transparency rules in a digital era, a court on Wednesday said the European Union should not have denied a journalist's request for text messages exchanged as a top official negotiated for coronavirus vaccine access.

The case centered on the European Commission's denial of the request, from a New York Times journalist, for text messages between Ursula von der Leyen, president of the commission, and Pfizer's chief executive, Dr. Albert Bourla. The two had exchanged the texts in 2021 while striking a deal for Covid-19 vaccines.

When the commission refused to provide the messages, The Times in early 2023 brought a case challenging that decision in court.

The question at the core of the case was whether Ms. von der Leyen's text messages were covered by E.U. transparency laws and should have potentially been released.

While the commission had said that it could not find the messages in question, it never explained how extensively it had searched for them; it simply argued that text messages are "short-lived" by nature and do not contain important information that would require them to be retained and disclosed. It remains unclear whether the messages still exist or whether they have been deleted.

The General Court in Luxembourg ruled that the commission did not provide enough explanation in refusing the request.

"The commission cannot merely state that it does not hold the requested documents but must provide credible explanations enabling the public and the court to understand why those documents cannot be found," the court said in a news release.

The commission also "failed to explain in a plausible manner" why it thought that messages exchanged on such a major issue -- the procurement of vaccines for a public health crisis -- did not contain important information, the court added.

The European Commission can appeal the verdict.

In a statement, the commission said it would "adopt a new decision providing a more detailed explanation."

The New York Times said the ruling sent a message that "ephemeral" communications like text messages were not beyond the reach of public scrutiny.

"Today's decision is a victory for transparency and accountability in the European Union," Nicole Taylor, a spokeswoman for The Times, said in a statement.

Broadly, the case raised questions about how much the public should know about negotiations that cost taxpayers money and shape public policy.

The verdict comes at an important moment for the European Commission's reputation for disclosure. Ms. von der Leyen began her second five-year term as leader of the commission, the bloc's executive arm, late last year, and she has made standing up for core values like democracy and transparency key to her image.

"It's a case about transparency, but ultimately, it's a case about accountability," said Nick Aiossa, director of Transparency International E.U., an anticorruption group.

The ruling is the culmination of years of back-and-forth.

The Times's former Brussels bureau chief, Matina Stevis-Gridneff, reported in April 2021 that Ms. von der Leyen and Dr. Bourla had been exchanging texts and calls for a month as they negotiated over access to Covid vaccines.

Ms. von der Leyen and Dr. Albert Bourla, center, the chief executive of Pfizer, visiting a lab owned by the drug company in Puurs, Belgium, in 2021. Pool photo by John Thys


After reading that article, Alexander Fanta, then a reporter at a German news outlet, filed a freedom-of-information request with the commission asking for the text messages. He was not given them. The E.U. ombudsman criticized that move, arguing that the commission had engaged in maladministration by not adequately searching for the text messages in response to the request.

But the commission did not back down.

The Times and Ms. Stevis-Gridneff followed up with a similar request for the messages. When access to the messages was refused, they took the commission to court.

Bloc representatives have not said whether anyone at the commission other than Ms. von der Leyen reviewed the contents of the messages. At one point the commission said it could not find the relevant messages.

Paolo Stancanelli, a lawyer representing the commission, said during a hearing in November, "I am not able to tell you until when they existed, or if they still exist."

When both sides laid out their cases in Luxembourg at that hearing, lawyers for The Times argued that the European Commission actively encouraged staff to use disappearing text messages.

The Pfizer messages drew attention in part because they were about a subject of great public interest -- the deal for Covid vaccines.

The agreement with the drug company was one of the biggest procurement contracts in European Union history. It was hailed by many as a success; through it, the bloc managed to secure 1.8 billion doses, enough to push up vaccination rates across the European Union.

Still, the commission has been dogged by transparency complaints surrounding the vaccine negotiations.

The commission has published redacted purchasing agreements but has not disclosed the full terms of the contracts it secured for Covid vaccines. It has said it needs to strike a balance between making information public and satisfying the legal requirements of the vaccine contracts.
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Max, Once Known as HBO Max, Is Calling Itself HBO Max Again. Got It?

Warner Bros. Discovery executives are reinstating the name HBO Max for the popular streaming service. It's the fourth name change for the app in the last decade.

HBO, a trailblazer of the cable era, has been on a very bumpy ride finding an identity in the streaming era. Warner Bros. Discovery



By John Koblin



May 14, 2025 at 03:23 PM

It's not Max. It's HBO Max -- again.

In a surprise pivot, Warner Bros. Discovery executives announced Wednesday morning that the streaming service Max would be renamed HBO Max, reinstating the app's old name and abandoning a contentious change that the company introduced two years ago.

The reason for the change, executives explained, is straightforward.

People who subscribe and pay $17 a month for the streaming service wind up watching HBO content like "The White Lotus" and "The Last of Us," as well as new movies, documentaries and not a whole lot more.

"It really is a reaction to being in the marketplace for two years, evaluating what's working and really leaning into that," Casey Bloys, the chairman of HBO content, said in an interview.

HBO, a trailblazer of the cable era, has been on a very bumpy ride to finding an identity in the streaming era. There was HBO Go (2008), HBO Now (2015), HBO Max (2020), Max (2023) and now, once again, HBO Max (2025).

Two years ago, Warner Bros. Discovery executives said that they meant well by changing the name to Max. Their overwhelming concern, the executives said, was that Discovery's suite of reality shows -- "Sister Wives," "My Feet Are Killing Me" -- risked watering down the HBO brand, which continued to produce award-winning series like "Succession."

Further, they said, HBO spent decades branding itself as a premium adult service. That was not exactly an ideal anchor for a streaming service that they envisioned would compete head to head with a general entertainment app like Netflix.

Instead, the name change to Max mostly seemed to cause widespread confusion, both within the entertainment industry and generally among consumers. Was HBO dead? Was it being marginalized? What gives?

In the last few years in the so-called streaming wars, Netflix has taken a runaway lead over old-guard entertainment brands, drawing roughly 8 percent of all television time in March, according to Nielsen. Warner Bros. Discovery drew 1.5 percent, a little more than Peacock but below Disney's streaming services, Amazon Prime Video, Paramount, Roku and Tubi, Nielsen said.

Executives have conceded in recent months that competing with an everything-for-everybody app like Netflix, which has more than 300 million subscribers, was not realistic. Instead, they would be perfectly happy to be a complementary service.

"We started listening to consumers saying, 'Hey, we don't really want more content, we want something that is different, we want to end the death scroll with something that is better,'" JB Perrette, the president of streaming for Warner Bros. Discovery, said in an interview.

Warner Bros. Discovery executives also discovered over the last two years that much of Discovery's content was not being watched. Original programs tended to do the best on the service, as did new Warner Bros. movies, licensed A24 films and documentaries. Some Discovery content, particularly from its ID cable network, did well, but everything else -- food, lifestyle and other reality series from Discovery -- went relatively untouched. (Discovery+ remains available as a stand-alone streaming option.)

Max has seen encouraging results in recent months. The streaming division at Warner Bros. Discovery is now profitable, and its subscriber count jumped another five million in the first three months of the year, bringing its total number of subscribers to over 122 million. The app recently rolled out to Australia and France, and next year it will be introduced to Britain, Germany and Italy.

There have also been hints of a bigger change. Just a few weeks ago, Max changed its color scheme back to the old-school HBO's black and white, leaving behind the blue palette that the company introduced in 2023 with the brand pivot.

Mr. Bloys said that the transition to streaming has been tricky for many cable companies. HBO "and a bunch of other companies are trying to navigate that," he said.

"That said," he continued, "I do hope this is the last time we have a conversation about the naming of the service."
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How the World's Largest Jeweler Is Surviving the Trade War

Pandora, the Danish jewelry company, said it was "battle ready," with plans to raise prices and reroute shipments from the United States, but tariffs could potentially cost it millions of dollars.

Shoppers in a Pandora jewelry store at the American Dream mall in East Rutherford, N.J. The company, best known for its silver charm bracelets, has been making jewelry in Thailand since 1989.  Bryan Anselm for The New York Times



By Eshe Nelson



May 13, 2025 at 04:32 PM

Pandora, the world's largest jewelry company, is based in Denmark and has nearly 500 stores in the United States, more than in any of its other key markets. But in some ways, its real home is Thailand, where the company has been making its products for nearly four decades.

Like many global corporations, Pandora has used a continent-crossing supply chain to sell its goods worldwide at a low cost. But last month, that supply chain became a grave weakness when President Trump said he would impose 36 percent tariffs on goods entering the United States from Thailand, alongside steep tariffs on dozens of other countries.

After Mr. Trump unveiled his "reciprocal" tariffs, Pandora's shares were among the worst performing in Europe. A week later, Mr. Trump postponed those tariffs until early July, offering a reprieve.

But the threat looms, and Alexander Lacik, the chief executive of Pandora, is not expecting the uncertainty that is paralyzing businesses to end. Unless tariffs return to previous levels, the next year will be turbulent, he said in an interview. For now, he added, there is little to do but wait to see how investors, customers and competitors react.

"With the information at hand today, I would be crazy to make big strategic decisions," Mr. Lacik said.

Alexander Lacik, chief executive of Pandora, said he was not expecting the uncertainty paralyzing businesses to end unless tariffs returned to previous levels.  Jenna Schoenefeld for The New York Times


Alongside business leaders all over the world, Mr. Lacik is grappling with how to respond to Mr. Trump's unpredictable policies, which have generated almost maddening uncertainty. The Trump administration has started to show a willingness to lower tariffs, but his first agreements, with Britain and China, have posed more questions than answers, and tariffs are still higher than they were a couple of months ago.

Although some aspects of the trade war have been suspended, Pandora and other multinationals are in limbo, waiting for more agreements to be completed.

Pandora, best known for its silver charm bracelets, has been making jewelry in Thailand since 1989. Across three factories, thousands of people handcraft the products. The company is building a fourth plant in Vietnam, but Mr. Trump has threatened tariffs of 46 percent on Vietnamese goods.

Last year, the company sold 113 million pieces of jewelry, about three items every second, making it the largest jewelry brand by volume, with stores in more than 100 countries. A third of its sales, 9.7 billion Danish kroner, or $1.4 billion, were generated in the United States, and Mr. Lacik said he had no intention of moving away from the company's most profitable market.

Pandora, which has stores in more than 100 countries, employs 8,000 people in the United States. Jenna Schoenefeld for The New York Times


But prices will rise, he said, and who will bear the brunt of that is unclear.

"The big question is, am I going to pass on everything to the U.S. consumer, or am I going to peanut butter it out and raise the whole Pandora pricing globally?" Mr. Lacik said.

But Pandora keeps several months' worth of stock, giving him time to see how other jewelers change their pricing and then decide.

A few things can be done immediately, such as streamlining parts of the supply chain. The day after the reciprocal tariffs were announced, Pandora said it would change its distribution so that products sold in Canada and Latin America would no longer move through the company's distribution hub in Baltimore, a process that would take six to nine months to complete.

Moving production into the United States is not being considered, in part because of higher labor costs. Pandora employs nearly 15,000 craftspeople in Thailand and expects to hire 7,000 more in Vietnam.

Workers at Pandora's factory in Thailand in 2019. President Trump said he would impose 36 percent tariffs on goods entering the United States from Thailand. Taylor Weidman


In an earnings report last week, the company estimated the cost of the trade war. If higher tariffs on Thai imports, 36 percent, and Chinese imports, 145 percent, go back into effect, they will cost Pandora 500 million Danish kroner, or $74 million, this year, and then 900 million Danish kroner, $135 million, annually after that.

But the jeweler is not panicking. In fact, the economic curveballs are starting to feel normal, Mr. Lacik said. "We are battle ready," he added.

When he joined the company as the chief executive in 2019, Pandora was struggling. Its share price had dropped more than 70 percent from its peak three years earlier. Mr. Lacik instituted a "complete overhaul," he said, with new branding and store designs, an emphasis on its "affordable luxury" label, and a showcase of its complete jewelry line, not just charms.

That prepared the company for the trials that hit the global economy next. First, the Covid-19 pandemic, when 15,000 store employees were sent home and some factory workers slept on cots to keep production going. Then a surge in inflation risked customers pulling back.

Mr. Lacik's strategy appeared to be working. In January, Pandora's share price reached a record high. Since then, however, it has dropped more than 20 percent.

The company has managed to shield itself from some of the trade turmoil. After Mr. Trump raised tariffs on China during his first term, Pandora stopped sourcing all of its showroom furniture and display materials for its 3,000 stores from China.

"We had some readiness," Mr. Lacik said, so they were not "caught completely with our pants down."

Pandora's production facility in Bangkok in 2022. The company employs nearly 15,000 craftspeople in Thailand. Jasper Carlberg
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OpenAI in Talks to Acquire Windsurf, a Programming Tool, for $3 Billion

The deal could be a way for OpenAI to gain a foothold among programmers, who are rapidly embracing A.I. technologies.

OpenAI is led by Sam Altman, who was in Saudi Arabia on Monday. Brian Snyder/Reuters



By Cade Metz
Reporting from San Francisco


May 13, 2025 at 10:44 PM

OpenAI is in talks to acquire Windsurf, an A.I.-powered computer programming tool, for around $3 billion, according to two people familiar with the discussions.

The acquisition could gain OpenAI thousands of new customers in the tech industry, which is rapidly embracing tools, like Windsurf, that can instantly generate computer code.

The potential deal, which would be OpenAI's largest acquisition, is part of the company's effort to expand what it can offer beyond its popular chatbot, ChatGPT. Last year, OpenAI acquired Rockset, a start-up that helped companies build the nuts and bolts of big computer networks.

Windsurf, formerly known as Codeium, was valued at $1.25 billion last year, after a $150 million funding round led by the venture capital firm General Catalyst.

The deal is not yet final, said the two people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity. The talks were reported earlier by Bloomberg.

OpenAI already offers technology that can generate its own code. In fact, Windsurf relies on OpenAI technology -- or similar systems from companies like Google or Anthropic -- to generate code.

About four years ago, researchers at companies like OpenAI and Google started designing systems that analyzed enormous amounts of text culled from the internet, including digital books, Wikipedia articles and chat logs. By pinpointing patterns in all that text, these systems could generate text on their own, including poetry and news articles.

Much to the surprise of the researchers who built these systems, they could even write their own computer code. Now, programmers are using these systems to generate code and fold it into larger software development projects through a variety of products, including Windsurf and Microsoft's Copilot.

(The Times has sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, accusing them of copyright infringement regarding news content related to A.I. systems. OpenAI and Microsoft have denied those claims.)

Building the technology that power these coding tools is enormously expensive for companies like OpenAI, and the start-up is under pressure to raise revenues.

OpenAI expects about $3.7 billion in sales this year, according to financial documents reviewed by The New York Times. OpenAI estimated that its revenue would reach $11.6 billion next year.

In March, OpenAI completed a $40 billion fund-raising deal that valued the company at $300 billion, making it one of the most valuable private companies in the world, along with the rocket company SpaceX and ByteDance, the maker of TikTok. The round was led by the Japanese conglomerate SoftBank.

But the deal has a caveat: OpenAI is trying to change its complicated corporate structure, and if it does not do it by the end of the year, SoftBank will have the option to reduce its total contribution to $20 billion, a person familiar with the deal said.
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Australian Cyclist Gets Suspended Sentence Over Death of Wife

Rohan Dennis had pleaded guilty to a charge of committing an aggravated act likely to cause harm, in a vehicle incident that killed Melissa Hoskins, a fellow Olympian.

The Australian professional cyclist Rohan Dennis competing in Santos Tour Down Under in Australia in 2023. Matt Turner/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Yan Zhuang



May 14, 2025 at 09:30 AM

Rohan Dennis, an Australian world champion cyclist, received a suspended jail sentence on Wednesday for his role in a vehicle incident that fatally injured his wife, Melissa Hoskins, a fellow Olympic cyclist.

Ms. Hoskins was struck by a car driven by Mr. Dennis in December 2023 in Adelaide, the authorities said at the time. Ms. Hoskins, a celebrated Olympic cyclist, later died of her injuries in a hospital. She was 32.

In December last year, Mr. Dennis, 34, pleaded guilty to one charge of committing an aggravated act likely to cause harm, which carried a maximum sentence of seven years. He was initially charged with dangerous driving causing death, and driving without due care, for which he could have faced 15 years in prison if convicted.

On Wednesday, a judge at District Court of South Australia, in Adelaide, sentenced Mr. Dennis to a 17-month jail term. The sentence was suspended on a two-year good behavior bond, meaning Mr. Dennis will not serve jail time if he does not violate the conditions of the bond. Mr. Dennis was also barred from driving for five years.

Melissa Hoskins, an Olympic cyclist who was fatally injured in 2023 in Adelaide. Eric Feferberg/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


In his sentencing remarks, Judge Ian Press said that Mr. Dennis had disregarded Ms. Hoskins' safety. But he cited Mr. Dennis' cooperation with the police, as well as his guilty plea, his remorse, and his taking responsibility for his and Ms. Hoskins' two young children as reasons for the suspended sentence.

Mr. Dennis and Ms. Hoskins -- who married in 2018 -- had argued before Mr. Dennis left their home and got into his car one night in December 2023, the judge said in his sentencing remarks. Ms. Hoskins jumped onto and laid on the hood of the car, in an apparent attempt to stop Mr. Dennis from leaving, and Mr. Dennis drove about 246 feet (75 meters) at a slow speed with her on the hood.

Ms. Hoskins then got off the hood, walked next to the car and then opened the door, while the car was still moving. Mr. Dennis shut the door before accelerating the car in an apparent attempt to drive away.

The two acts of accelerating while Ms. Hoskins was still in proximity to the car and driving while she was on the hood formed the basis of the charge against Mr. Dennis, the judge said. Although Ms. Hoskins was not harmed by these acts, they "did create a risk of her being harmed and you knew that, but continued to drive anyway," he said.

Mr. Dennis was not aware that Ms. Hoskins was still holding onto the car as he accelerated away, the judge said. It was at that point that she fell, leading to her death. This did not form part of the charge against Mr. Dennis, the judge stressed.

"There is no allegation that you knew, or even contemplated, the likelihood that your wife was still running next to the car as you continued to drive down the street for only a matter of a second or two," he said.

Outside the court, Ms. Hoskins' parents, Amanda and Peter Hoskins, said they believed jail time for Mr. Dennis would have had a detrimental impact on his two children.

"Their health and well-being is more important than a period of incarceration," Mr. Hoskins said, according to the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.

Mr. Dennis did not immediately respond to a request for comment through his lawyer.

Mr. Dennis, who rode professionally both on track and road, competed in three Olympic Games, the Tour de France and other major events. He won a silver medal in the team pursuit at the 2012 London Olympics and a bronze medal at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. He announced his retirement in 2023.

Ms. Hoskins started her cycling career at 16 and competed in track cycling at the 2012 London Olympics and the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics. She also won a gold medal in track cycling in the women's team pursuit at the 2015 World Championships.

In 2016, she was injured and hospitalized when her pursuit team crashed while cycling during a training exercise in the Olympic velodrome in Rio. She announced her retirement from cycling in 2017.
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Critic's Notebook


In Dark Comedies Like 'Friendship,' Bad Bromance Brews

A spate of recent indie films provide a complicated, sometimes solemn take on male friendship.

Tim Robinson, left, and Paul Rudd in "Friendship." Spencer Pazer/A24



By Carlos Aguilar



May 14, 2025 at 10:02 AM

"Men shouldn't have friends," reads the provocative tagline of the uncomfortable new comedy "Friendship" (in theaters), from the writer-director Andrew DeYoung.

That tongue-in-cheek statement seems to respond to the deranged lengths Craig (Tim Robinson), a suburban father and husband trapped in a dull routine, will go to feel validated by his much-cooler neighbor, Austin (Paul Rudd).

Even as bizarre as the pair's encounters become, an improbable but genuine loyalty develops between them in the end.

But "Pineapple Express" this is not. The last decade has seen several American indie tragicomedies that, like "Friendship," explore complicated platonic relationships between men with insight that the mainstream brom-coms that were hugely popular in the 2000s weren't interested in. These new films stir up a kind of bad bromance.

Movies such as "The Climb" (2020), "Donald Cried" (2017) and "On the Count of Three" (2022) interrogate toxic masculinity and approach the mechanics of male bonding with searing incisiveness, while still making time for laughs. In these stories, men grapple with regret, forgiveness and their darkest feelings as they relate to their best bros.

Kyle Marvin, left, and Michael Angelo Covino in "The Climb."  Zach Kuperstein/Sony Pictures Classics


And because of that, these indies work almost like an antithesis to a movie like "I Love You, Man" (2009), which suggests that Paul Rudd's character, Peter, has lost touch with his primal manliness after spending too much time around women his whole life.

Instead of intellectualizing his yearning for a close friend, Peter chooses to embrace the simple-minded pleasures of hanging out with his new rough-around-the-edges pal Sydney (Jason Segel). That he meets Sydney casually, rather than in one of the more formal "man dates" he had planned, implies male connections operate on a more superficial level.

In Hollywood movies like "I Love You, Man," "The 40-Year-Old Virgin" and "The Hangover," the laughs often emerged from raunchiness, while in "Friendship" and other indie bromances, humor is derived from absurdity but comes laced with introspection.

It's telling that even when addressing men's desire for nonromantic companionship and intimacy, these neo-bromances resort to cringe-worthy humor. Like their more mainstream counterparts, their approach to fraternal love is not entirely solemn, sometimes poking fun at the prospect.

One early scene in "Friendship" shows Craig spending time with Austin and his larger group of buds. The men in this group appear in touch with their emotions. They are willing to share about their struggles and offer one other meaningful moral support. But this behavior seems foreign to Craig, who ultimately fumbles his chance at being accepted.

Later, after Austin decides to break up their friendship, Craig invites his co-workers -- men he barely knows or even likes -- to his place for a drink and to show them his new drum set.

His guests mock him and ignore his request that they don't spoil the latest superhero movie. That behavior reads more like the type of uncommitted and bullying-fueled depictions of platonic male connections onscreen. Here, however, the scene comments on how unfulfilling that interaction is for Craig, who reacts negatively to their cruel teasing by kicking them out.

Jesse Wakeman, left, and Kris Avedisian in "Donald Cried." Kyle Espeleta/the Orchard


In tone, the closest cinematic cousin to "Friendship" is Kris Avedisian's brilliantly offbeat "Donald Cried" (available for rent on major platforms), in which Peter (Jesse Wakeman), a jaded banker, returns to his hometown and reconnects with his socially awkward but winsome high school friend, Donald (played by Avedisian), who has not left the place where they grew up.

The reunion slowly reveals the difficult layers of their challenging past, with old wounds floating to the surface for them to either overcome or to never speak of again.

In "The Climb" (available for rent on major platforms), written by and starring the real-life best friends Michael Angelo Covino and Kyle Marvin, two men begrudgingly attempt to rebuild their friendship after one of them has an affair with the other's girlfriend. When tragedy strikes and destiny brings them back together, they must decide if there's still something between them worth preserving.

As it wonderfully straddles laugh-out-loud bits with sorrowful pathos, "The Climb" dissects the essence of why these two guys love each other even when it seems they shouldn't. The way they complement each other's brokenness only strengthens their bond.

Christopher Abbott, left, and Jerrod Carmichael in "On the Count of Three." Albert Camicioli/United Artists, via Associated Press


Taking the notion of a toxic friendship to its bleakest possible outcome, the comedian Jerrod Carmichael's underrated feature directing debut "On the Count of Three" (streaming on Hulu), in which he stars alongside Christopher Abbott, deals with a suicide pact.

Abbott's bleach-blond Kevin and Carmichael's Val are on a self-destructive journey tacitly encouraging each other's worst impulses against those who've hurt them. Despite the grim premise, the gallows humor peeks through thanks to the pair's affecting performances.

This year alone, two more works join the ranks of these flawed bro bonds. In "Eephus" (available for rent on major platforms), the filmmaker Carson Lund shows how the seemingly tenuous camaraderie between a group of men in a recreational baseball league packs profound gravitas.

And then there's Joel Potrykus's unsettling "Vulcanizadora" (in theaters), about two men (Potrykus and Joshua Burge) committed to a troubling joint mission in a forest. Their time together begins to drown them in guilt. Playing the same friend characters, the two appeared in Potrykus's mind-bending 2015 movie "Buzzard" (streaming on Fawesome), which also fit this profile of doomed connections.

Collectively, these bittersweet films (some more bitter than others) serve as a sort of corrective to the movies that previously brushed aside or stripped away the valuable intricacies of male friendships.

That doesn't mean rowdy, physical comedy is completely out the window, but that now, if these friends get into a scuffle, the root of the conflict will be addressed before they hug it out. By exposing the ugly, sometimes tenderness can come to light.
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The 'American Dirt' Backlash Nearly Stopped Jeanine Cummins From Writing

Five years later, she has a new novel, "Speak to Me of Home," which draws directly from her family's history in Puerto Rico and the Midwest.

After publishing her last novel, Jeanine Cummins said she "started thinking about my own identity, which I'd been thinking about my entire life privately, but had never had to grapple with publicly before."



By Alexandra Alter



May 14, 2025 at 10:01 AM

By most measures, Jeanine Cummins's 2020 novel "American Dirt" was a colossal success. A propulsive story about a Mexican mother and son who flee to the United States to escape a drug cartel, the novel sold for seven figures. It was an Oprah book club pick, won endorsements from best-selling authors like Stephen King and John Grisham, and became a runaway hit, selling more than four million copies in nearly 40 languages.

In other ways, though, "American Dirt" was a disaster. Cummins, who grew up in Maryland and is of Irish and Puerto Rican descent, was widely condemned for what some claimed was an insensitive and cliched depiction of Mexican migrants. To critics of the book, she became the embodiment of the publishing industry's racial blind spots, and the main character in a caustic debate about whether, and how, authors should write outside of their own cultural experience.

Cummins thought her career was over. She wasn't sure if she'd be able to write again, or if she even wanted to. But a few years ago, the idea for a new novel started to take shape -- a story that grew out of the experience of having her cultural identity debated.

"In the aftermath of publishing 'American Dirt,' I was doing a lot of soul searching and self-reflection on how did I get here, how did this happen?" Cummins said during an interview at the public library near her home in Rockland County, N.Y. "So I started thinking a lot about my own identity, which I'd been thinking about my entire life privately, but had never had to grapple with publicly before."




Those questions led Cummins to trace her roots in Puerto Rico, which fed into her new novel, "Speak to Me of Home." The narrative follows a family's turbulent history across several generations. Rafaela Acuna y Daubon, who is based on Cummins's grandmother, moves from San Juan to Trinidad to work on a U.S. naval base as a secretary -- a job she's forced to take after her father's business collapses and the family's wealth evaporates. She meets a handsome Irish American man and marries him, despite his father's bigoted objections to her background.

They move to St. Louis, where Rafaela feels isolated and presses their children to assimilate, hoping to protect them from the discrimination she faces. Rafaela's daughter, Ruth, feels cut off from her Puerto Rican roots, until her own daughter, Daisy, moves to San Juan and discovers a momentous family secret.

Much of the narrative was mined from Cummins's own family, she said. When her paternal grandmother Maria was still a teenager, her family lost its fortune and sent her to work on a naval base in Trinidad, where she met Cummins's Irish American grandfather and eventually married him and moved to St. Louis.

While interviewing relatives to research the novel, Cummins learned that her grandfather's family had objected to him marrying a Puerto Rican woman, and that Maria, who thought of herself as upper class, was shocked to encounter pervasive racism in Missouri. In incidents that Cummins repurposed in the novel, Maria was forbidden from using the ladies' locker room at a country club, and urged her children not to identify as Puerto Rican.

Cummins's father, who died in 2016, grew up traveling between St. Louis and Puerto Rico, but he rarely brought up his Puerto Rican heritage, she said. Growing up, she knew more about her roots in Ireland, where she lived for two years after college, bartending and writing poetry. Her first two novels, "The Outside Boy" and "The Crooked Branch," were works of historical fiction set in Ireland.

With "American Dirt," which drew early comparisons to "The Grapes of Wrath," Cummins seemed poised to break out. But pretty quickly, the hype was drowned out by those who argued the novel was full of harmful stereotypes about Mexico, depicting it as a violent, corrupt country overrun by drug cartels.

Others seized on Cummins's author's note, in which she said she hoped to counter misconceptions about migrants as a "helpless, impoverished, faceless brown mass," and that she wished that someone "slightly browner than me" had written the novel.

When Winfrey announced "American Dirt" as her book club selection, the backlash was swift. A group of 141 authors signed an open letter asking Winfrey to drop the novel, which they said was "exploitative, oversimplified, and ill-informed, too often erring on the side of trauma fetishization."

Winfrey decided to highlight the debate. Instead of the usual format, Cummins was brought on to discuss the book alongside three Latina writers -- Julissa Arce, Esther Cepeda and Reyna Grande -- who were critical of the novel.

"I wasn't able to respond in that moment -- there was nothing I could say," Cummins said. "I wasn't able to defend myself."

Oprah Winfrey and Cummins during the taping of a 2020 episode about the controversy surrounding "American Dirt." Hillel Italie/Associated Press


She recalls feeling like a magnet for people's pent-up frustrations. "I was sort of the lit match to dry kindling," she said. "It was incredibly disconcerting that I was the person who became the example of the white supremacy problem in publishing, as a part Puerto Rican woman from a working-class background."

She was particularly stung when people who had initially supported the book withdrew their endorsements, "in ways that did not feel genuine, that were entire self-serving and dare I say cowardly," she said.

In hindsight, Cummins acknowledges some positive outcomes from the controversy, which brought attention to how the book business often fails to promote works by writers of color, while heaping money and acclaim on white authors.

"The conversation that did happen around 'American Dirt' was long overdue, though I would have preferred not have been in the cross hairs of it," Cummins said.

Cummins said she does not regret writing "American Dirt," though she wishes the debate about the novel had centered on the humanitarian crisis at the border. Still, she was unable to write for a year after the controversy. Once she began, she was terrified of the scrutiny she might face and had a couple of false starts, she said.

"She was trying to find her sea legs," said the novelist and bookseller Ann Patchett, who was among the prominent fans of "American Dirt" and was steadfast in her praise of the book as the backlash built. 

When she read "Speak to Me of Home," Patchett said she was struck by how Cummins navigated questions about cultural identity and belonging, some of the same issues that became a flashpoint with "American Dirt."

"She found a way to make art out of her experience, but she made it into something loving instead of something full of rage," she said.

"Speak to Me of Home," Cummins's new book, draws on her family history, which includes Irish American and Puerto Rican branches. Thea Traff for The New York Times


"Speak to Me of Home" has drawn mixed pre-publication reviews. Publishers Weekly called it "engrossing"; Kirkus Reviews said Cummins was "more nuanced" in her treatment of issues like colorism and class, but argued that she "still indulges in tired tropes." Holt released the novel on May 13.

Pamela Klinger-Horn, the events coordinator at Valley Bookseller in Stillwater, Minn., said she saw no signs that readers were put off by the "American Dirt" controversy.

"What I've heard from readers is that they liked 'American Dirt' and they're excited to read something new by her," she said.

At Bethany Beach Books in Delaware, pre-orders for Cummins's new novel have been strong, and the store has sold more than 70 tickets for an upcoming event for the book, said Zandria Senft, the store's manager.

"A lot of people want to support her and hear her speak about her new book," Senft said. "It's so refreshing that she didn't back down and that she put herself back out into the world."

The reaction Cummins cared about the most was from her own extended family and her relatives in Puerto Rico, she said.

"Because this was dicey and a lot of it comes from our family history and it covers a lot of themes that we don't talk about in my family, I wasn't sure how they were going to feel about it," she said.

Cummins sent copies to her father's siblings and cousins and their children, and recently the family gathered over Zoom to discuss the book. To her relief, their reactions were positive, and the conversation later turned to her cousin Carolina Quixano's recent appearance on "The Bachelor."

Cummins is now restarting her public life as an author, after a five-year hiatus, and is preparing for an eight-city book tour. While she doesn't relish rehashing the debate over "American Dirt," she finally feels able to talk about it.

"It's not my favorite subject," she said. "But I'm not afraid of it."
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In 'Duster,' the Cars Are in the Driver's Seat

This homage to high-octane 1970s shows like "Starsky and Hutch" required plenty of cars to drive, race and crash. Here's how they found them.

"Duster" on Max takes its title from the 1970s Plymouth muscle car of the same name. James Van Evers/Max



By Alexis Soloski



May 13, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Ted Moser would love to say that no muscle cars were harmed in the making of "Duster," a new series from J.J. Abrams and LaToya Morgan, premiering on Max on Thursday. But Moser, the picture car coordinator for the show, knows better.

A homage to 1970s series like "The Dukes of Hazzard" and "Starsky and Hutch," "Duster" cruises around with Jim, played by Josh Holloway, a driver for a Phoenix mob boss. The show is set in 1972, when the cars were wide, the engines were big and the seatbelts were mostly decorative.

Cars play a role in nearly any period piece set in the last century or so. But in "Duster," which derives its name from a fastback Plymouth coupe with a logo inspired by the Looney Tunes Tasmanian Devil, they are very much the stars. Four different vehicles play the title car and scores of other makes and models are sprinkled throughout the series. Moser and teams of mechanics and scenic artists source these cars, then restore, modify and in many cases wing, ding and faux-rust them until they are period appropriate. A few are subsequently crashed, even totaled.

"Yeah," Moser said in a recent phone interview, "that always makes me sad."

Television doesn't lack for scene-stealing vehicles: the General Lee, KITT, the Batmobile, the Mystery Machine. Sometimes these vehicles are built wholesale or, in the case of cartoons, simply imagined. More often they need to be sourced.

Because most studios no longer maintain dedicated car lots and warehouses, producers hire picture car coordinators to source and supervise a fleet. These men (they are almost always men) are car aficionados with deep networks among retailers, collectors and hobbyists. Like casting directors, they know how to find a star, albeit one with four wheels.

Josh Holloway stars as an outlaw getaway driver with ulterior motives. James Van Evers/Max


Moser got his start in the industry as a mechanic on "Die Hard 2" and then spent many years as a transportation coordinator, moving cast and crew members on and off sets. But producers realized that he had a vast knowledge of vehicles and parts and began hiring him to find cars for movies.

Over three decades, he has built a cross-country network of car contacts. (When those contacts fail, the internet fills in.) In 2004, after finishing a job on "2 Fast 2 Furious," he founded Picture Car Warehouse, a depot in the San Fernando Valley that houses between 500 and 1000 vintage cars at any given time. He has since sourced cars for period shows and films like "Argo," "The Deuce" and "Tales of the City."

When Moser is presented with a script, he roughs out a budget for autos, labor and various tuneups. Because picture cars are rarely driven when they're not on set, even those in good shape typically require extensive overhaul.

"The seals dry out; the gas goes bad," Moser said. "You basically have to restore the car."

He also has to make them period correct, which often involves trading out tires, hubcaps and windshield wipers. Moser then presents that budget to the producers. Sometimes when he knows that particular cars will be too expensive or too tricky to source, he will suggest alternatives. For example, a "Duster" scene written originally to include Audis now features BMW Bavarians.

Many viewers don't pay particular attention to a show's cars. But for others, the wrong car will interrupt the story. The right one, by contrast, will enrich it, in ways that even a casual watcher might appreciate.

In "Duster," there is an obvious symbiosis between Jim and his vehicle. The Duster and how Jim drives it tells us who Jim is. "It's his right hand; it's his best friend; it's the thing that gets him out of trouble when he needs it," Morgan said.

An early model Duster was chosen for the series pilot, which was filmed in 2021 in Tucson, Ariz., before Moser was hired on. (Later episodes were filmed in and around Albuquerque.) Morgan was enticed by the relative rarity of the Duster, which Plymouth produced for about seven years starting in 1970, and by its speed and maneuverability.

"It is really fast, unassumingly fast," Morgan said. This felt right for Holloway's Jim. "It has a little bit of a charm, which of course Josh Holloway has in spades, and a lot of swagger," she said.

Holloway ("Lost"), who learned to drive before he was 10, was drawn immediately to the Duster. "You can make it do things that now computers [in modern vehicles] won't allow you to do," he said. "You can spin that sucker, throw it any way you want."

As soon as he had the role, Holloway enrolled in a stunt driving school. At a California racetrack, he trained on a rusted, lime-green stunt Duster. "I've never driven that fast, like squealing around the curve within inches of another car," he said enthusiastically.

Holloway performed many of his own stunts in "Duster." Others were achieved by Corey Eubanks, a career stunt driver who got his start as a teenager on "The Dukes of Hazzard."

"If it was really cool, I did it," Eubanks joked.

The main characters, played by Rachel Hilson and Holloway, share a Plymouth connection. James Van Evers/Max


Eubanks appreciated the Duster's sloppiness, its give, its lack of a speed limiter, of fuel injection, of nonskid tires. "It was reckless," he said. "It had its own character to it. The only thing it didn't have was a voice." Then he thought for a moment. "But the engine's the voice," he added.

One Duster was used as what's called the "hero car," a picture-ready vehicle beautiful enough, inside and out, to be shot in close-up. The other three were stunt cars, retooled with automatic transmissions and designed to accommodate camera placements. They were joined by more than 250 other vehicles, including a replica of Howard Hughes's Lincoln "Aero-Mobile," a vintage Jaguar, a Ford Thunderbird, various trucks and the Plymouth Belvedere driven by Nina, the F.B.I. agent played by Rachel Hilson, the other series lead. (That Jim and Nina both drive Plymouths suggests a potential friendship.)

When a script required Moser to bang up these classic cars, even wreck them, he found it hard.

"Well, there's a finite amount of them," he said. "Every one you destroy is one less." For crash cars he goes out of his way to find what he called, "a real rust bucket, something that wouldn't be restored anyway."

It's easy to imagine a version of "Duster" that cuts corners, or screeches around them, with cars that perhaps aren't quite of the era or that dare a plastic windshield wiper or a radial tire. Moser won't stand for it.

"Cars are a form of art," he said. He intends to honor that. It's why he worries as much as he does about the interiors, the engine sounds, those wipers.

"It's about people looking at that show going, 'Yeah, they got it right,'" he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/arts/television/duster-max.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




How to Win Eurovision in 7 Easy Steps

It pays to be spectacular, inspiring and just weird enough. But, please: no key changes.

Video: 



Text by Alex Marshall
With Miriam Quick
Alex Marshall wrote this article and Miriam Quick crunched the numbers.


May 15, 2025 at 05:01 AM

What's the best way to win the Eurovision Song Contest, the world's most watched cultural event?

Should you enter a disco track about a long-forgotten military conflict (like Abba once did)? A French-language workout song (like Celine Dion's 1988 winner)? Maybe some swaggering rock about marching to the beat of your own drum (like Maneskin)?

We analyzed the music, lyrics and onstage performances of every winning act since 2000 to learn the secrets of a perfect Eurovision song.



NO. 1

Sing about personal liberation

Video: 

Conchita Wurst (Austria) performing her 2014 winning song "Rise Like a Phoenix."

A good start is to have a track about believing in yourself, owning your own destiny, or not caring what society thinks.

Take Conchita Wurst, a bearded drag queen who represented Austria in 2014 with the epic song "Rise Like a Phoenix." The self-help bona fides were clear from the title: Wurst was emerging from the ashes of past troubles, and nobody could stop her.

In 2008, Dima Bilan won for Russia with "Believe," in which he sings that nobody can impede his dreams. "Even when the world tries to pull me down," he bellows: "I won't let them put my fire out." And Mans Zelmerlow, Sweden's winner in 2015, sang in "Heroes" that everyone could be "the heroes of our time."

A feminist twist on empowerment helped secure Netta victory for Israel in 2018 with "Toy." That song begins with Netta clucking like a chicken, but by the chorus she's defiant, singing: "I'm not your toy / You stupid boy."



NO. 2

Sing in English

Video: 

Ruslana (Ukraine) performing her 2004 winning song "Wild Dances."

Eurovision's rules once required contestants to sing in an official language of their country. Then, in 1999, the rules changed; ever since, most winners have sung in English. Our data shows that 18 of the past 24 winners sang entirely in the language of Shakespeare, with two others using English alongside their national tongue.

Take Ruslana, who won for Ukraine in 2004 with "Wild Dances." She sang in English for the first two verses of her high energy track ("I want you to want me as I dance / Round and round and round"). Then, once her dance-positive message was clear -- helped by some frantic moves -- she switched to Ukrainian.

Obviously it's impossible to know how important language choice really is. "Fairytale," a violin-led stomper that triumphed in 2009, might still have won if Alexander Rybak had sung the catchy melody in the language of his country, Norway. But it's doubtful as many people would have sung along at home.




NO. 3

Allude to folk music.
(But don't send a folk song.)

Video: 

Zdob si Zdub & Advahov Brothers (Moldova) performing "Trenuletul" in 2022.

It's a Eurovision cliche to blend a country's traditional music with an exhilarating pop chorus: There has to be an accordion player somewhere -- anywhere! -- onstage, like in "Trenuletul," Moldova's entry in 2022.

Indeed, this can pay dividends: Seven winners since 2000 have used folk instruments or traditional melodies. Sertab Erener, for instance, won the 2003 contest for Turkey with "Everyway That I Can," a song that included Middle Eastern rhythms and belly dancers onstage.

Two years later, Helena Paparizou, representing Greece, won with "My Number One," a Britney Spears-esque pop number that included solos played on the Cretan lyra, a three-stringed Greek instrument similar to a violin.

More recently, Ukraine's Kalush Orchestra won in 2022 with "Stefania," a track that included a catchy melody played on the telenka, a Ukrainian flute.

A warning: Don't take things too far and submit an actual folk song. Eurovision is a pop contest, and while it's nice to have some folk flavor, no pure folk act has won this century.



NO. 4

Forget dramatic key changes

Video: 

Marija Serifovic (Serbia) performing her 2007 winning song "Molitva." (Wait for it ...)

A key change near the end was once essential for a Eurovision winner. Just listen to the Olsen Brothers' "Fly on the Wings of Love," which won for Denmark in 2000. About two-thirds of the way through, the siblings paused dramatically, reached skyward, then belted out the chorus a tone higher.

Nowadays, though, a key change is best avoided.

Since Marija Serifovic won for Serbia in 2007 with "Molitva," a lovesick ballad that featured not one, but two, key changes, those dramatic tone shifts have not featured in a single winning entry. Their disappearance is so pronounced that, in 2023, Eurovision's organizers published a blog post lamenting the demise of the "beloved pop gimmick."




NO. 5

Go all-out on the staging

Video: 

Nemo (Switzerland) performing their 2024 winning song "The Code."

A great song won't win Eurovision on its own. You also need a performance or outfit that makes viewers sit up and ask, "What the hell was that?"

Take Nemo, who won for Switzerland last year by performing "The Code" while perilously balanced on a giant spinning disc. Or Dima Bilan, Russia's winner in 2008, whose setup included a mini-ice rink, on which Bilan sang while an ice dancer twirled around him.

Eurovision has rules that prevent performers doing anything too crazy. (There can be no live animals onstage, for instance.) And a memorable performances does not have to be high-tech. In 2012, Loreen, representing Sweden, just used a few wind machines to dramatic effect in her winning dance hit "Euphoria."

Acts have to be careful, though, that their onstage gimmicks aren't too silly. In 2014, Donatan & Cleo of Poland sang "My Slowianie," a celebration of their Slavic heritage, while a woman dressed in a folk costume seductively churned butter. They came 14th.



NO. 6

Set things on fire.
(Just don't burn a piano.)

Video: 

Emmelie de Forest (Denmark) performing her 2013 wining song "Only Teardrops."

Whatever happens onstage, one thing will always help: fire. Eight recent winners have made ample use of flames or pyrotechnics.

Take Emmelie de Forest's "Only Teardrops," which triumphed for Denmark in 2013. Given the title, de Forest should perhaps have ended her performance with water cascading from the ceiling. Fire rained down instead.

The flames don't even need to be real. Ruslana, who won for Ukraine in 2004, performed in front of screens showing a digital inferno. Perhaps the production budget did not stretch to real ones.

One thing you must never do, though, is burn a piano. In 2015, halfway through a performance of "I am Yours" by the Austrian indie band the Makemakes, the singer Dominic Muhrer splayed his fingers like a wizard and the strings of his instrument burst into flames.






The Makemakes came joint last with zero points.




NO. 7

Don't send a novelty act

Video: 

Lordi (Finland) performing their 2006 winning song "Hard Rock Hallelujah."

Bands and singers with a jokey central conceit often appear at Eurovision, but only one novelty act has won since 2000: Lordi, a heavy metal band from Finland that won in 2006 with "Hard Rock Hallelujah." Its members wore monster outfits and, at one point, the lead singer, Mr. Lordi, unfurled bat wings and waved a huge ax at the crowd.

Although novelty acts struggle to win, they can easily become part of Eurovision folklore. Who could forget Subwoolfer, Norway's entry in 2022 with "Give That Wolf a Banana"? Or Verka Serduchka, a sci-fi drag queen who represented Ukraine in 2007 with "Dancing Lasha Tumbai"?

She came in second, but, hard-core Eurovision fans still remember her high-camp anthem.



Videos: European Broadcasting Union
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Critic's Pick


'The Last Bimbo of the Apocalypse' Review: Down the Y2K Clickhole

In Michael Breslin and Patrick Foley's fizzy new musical, an internet sleuth searches for a pop star wannabe who went missing along with her low-rise jeans.

From left, Patrick Nathan Falk, Keri Rene Fuller, Luke Islam and Milly Shapiro in "The Last Bimbo of the Apocalypse" at the Pershing Square Signature Center in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Rhoda Feng



May 14, 2025 at 05:53 PM

The image is instantly familiar: Paris Hilton, Lindsay Lohan and Britney Spears crammed into a car, caught in a paparazzi flash, on the cover of The New York Post. That iconic photograph, from 2006, and the inside article's headline -- "3 Bimbos of the Apocalypse" -- conjures a time when Calvin Klein boxers peeked out from low-rise jeans, pop star aspirants pinned their hopes on MTV's "Total Request Live," and a juicy tabloid meltdown could end a career.

In "The Last Bimbo of the Apocalypse," a deliciously fizzy new musical from Michael Breslin and Patrick Foley that opened Tuesday at the Pershing Square Signature Center, something is different in this version of the photo. The painted tableau of the three bimbos that looms briefly onstage contains a previously unnoticed detail: a slim wrist, at the edge of the frame, dangling a charm bracelet that spells out "Coco."

Now, in 2025, a Zillennial internet sleuth who goes by Brainworm (Milly Shapiro) fills us in: Coco was a one-hit wannabe who had uploaded her own music videos to YouTube in the hopes of going viral, or at least bacterial, before she disappeared. We see the red-maned Coco (Keri Rene Fuller) appear onstage in a midriff-exposing top, belting out a murderously upbeat tune. "I don't think therefore I am!" she sings before needling her listeners: "the less you try / the more they cry out for ur bag of tricks / (they're dumb as bricks)." The song is catchy as hell, and plays like an underdog bid for MTV immortality.

Brainworm enlists the help of two other "worms" -- teenage shut-ins who also spend their waking lives online -- to track down Coco: Earworm (Luke Islam), who sports cat ears and decodes pop culture and fashion, and Bookworm (Patrick Nathan Falk), who sifts through media and politics from his Nebraska bedroom. Like Brainworm, who identifies as an "intersectional feminist" and specializes in tracking down missing girls, they are descendants of PerezHilton.com and Tumblr true-crime threads.

Soon, they fall into a clickhole of clues. An obituary for Coco surfaces, which mentions that she "went on a bender and spiraled out of control." Grainy flip-phone photos are studied. Is that a knife jammed into a clothing rack? Could it have been used as a murder weapon? And what to make of the "Coco" charm bracelet Brainworm received from an anonymous sender? Is it a hoax?

In their search, the worms leave no monogrammed outfit unturned. (Cole McCarty's costumes revisit the era's rhinestone-studded jeans, velour tracksuits and garish, faux-glam accessories.) And lyrics to Coco's song are obsessively analyzed. The best of the musical's tunes, which includes Coco's ecce bimbo opener as well as more speculative numbers sung by the worms in places like Walmart, have the tingle of soda pop reaching a tender spot at the back of your throat. (The music director Dan Schlosberg leads a small but mighty band upstage.)

Fuller as Coco, center, with Natalie Walker, left, playing her sister and Sara Gettelfinger her mother. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


While it has become a trope for shows to display projections of group chats or online comments (often with redundant voice-over), "Bimbo" refreshingly steers clear of such contrivances. Under Rory Pelsue's fluid direction, we hear online comments voice-bombing Brainworm's internal monologue. They range from fetishistic ("show me your toes") to hostile ("my day sucked and you made it worse"), and are alternately read aloud by Brainworm and menacingly embodied by the other worms. Unsurprisingly, the more vicious the comments, the greater the number of viewers on the worms' TikTok channels.

Breslin and Foley, whose previous work includes "Circle Jerk" -- a fantasia about the creation of an indomitable influencer -- bring a similar fascination with the desires and insecurities of the extremely online to "Bimbo." But their new musical also ventures beyond cybernated spheres into a world largely devoid of technology. In this analog world, we meet Coco's mother (Sara Gettelfinger) and sister (Natalie Walker), who reveal a very different side of Coco.

To say more would spoil the plot-twisty show, which wastes not a second of its 90 minutes. (Some of those soap-operatic turns recall Michael R. Jackson's equally ambitious, though less disciplined "White Girl in Danger.") Especially in its latter half, "Bimbo" traverses the gap between the very online and the very not online with exuberant intelligence. Earworm and Bookworm have a lovely number about who they are in their private realities, when no one's looking at them. For a show about pop stardom and fandom, it has a surprising amount to say about oblivion -- and our inalienable right to it.

The Last Bimbo of the Apocalypse
Through June 1 at the Pershing Square Signature Center, Manhattan; thenewgroup.org. Running time: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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        Essentially Ellington once again brought the world's best high school jazz musicians to New York. Over the last 30 years, the event has reshaped how jazz is taught.
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Looking for Belichick's Girlfriend? Try a Beauty Pageant in Maine.

Jordon Hudson's relationship with Bill Belichick has caused quite a stir, and it brought a huge amount of attention to the Miss Maine USA contest this weekend.

The Miss Maine USA contest was held at the Holiday Inn Portland-By the Bay in Portland, Maine, this weekend. Samantha Vocatura, who won Miss Vermont USA, was among the people there for the event.



By Scott Cacciola
Photographs by Greta Rybus
Reporting from Portland, Maine


May 12, 2025 at 04:53 PM

Two days of strobe lights, thumping pop music, fluorescent smiles and shimmering gowns were grinding toward a dramatic conclusion when Sal Malafronte, a hairstylist and pageant industry veteran, began to reveal the 10 semifinalists who had made the cut at the 2025 Miss Maine USA pageant.

A crowd of about 300 people had gathered Sunday afternoon inside a large ballroom at the Holiday Inn Portland-By the Bay, which had not seen this much excitement since April, when the hotel hosted Furcationland 2025, a convention for people who enjoy dressing as anthropomorphic animal characters.

"And we are going to begin," Mr. Malafronte said, "with Penobscot, Arianna DeJesus! And Monson, Isabelle St. Cyr!"

Ms. St. Cyr, who channeled Marilyn Monroe vibes in a dress that sparkled like a disco ball, sashayed to the front of the stage where she joined Ms. DeJesus, who was decked out in a yellow gown and her Miss Penobscot sash.

Miss Belfast and Miss Lewiston soon followed. Next up was Miss Hancock, a petite brunette named Jordon Hudson, 24, whose boyfriend, Bill Belichick, sat in the front row to the far right. Ms. Hudson's relationship with Mr. Belichick, 73, the former coach of the New England Patriots, has been in the news recently, and they were the reason this year's pageant had morphed from quaint ritual to tabloid spectacle.

Jordon Hudson, who has been the subject of intense interest since she began dating the football coach Bill Belichick, was competing in the event.


Every move that Ms. Hudson made -- every gesture, every facial expression -- seemed in danger of surfacing on social media. Did she turn and wink in Mr. Belichick's direction while modeling her green bikini on Saturday? Did she err when a quick spin gave Miss Kennebec County, Siobhan Surette, a face full of Ms. Hudson's long brown hair on her way off the stage? (Ms. Surette gave Ms. Hudson a wider berth during the evening gown segment.)

On Sunday, after she was named one of five finalists, Ms. Hudson seemed to acknowledge that she was still coping with the fallout from her cameo on "CBS Sunday Morning" last month, when Mr. Belichick, who now coaches the University of North Carolina's football team, agreed to an interview to promote his new book and Ms. Hudson stepped in to stop a question about their relationship.

"Jordon, come on down!" Mr. Malafronte said at the pageant. "How are you doing?"

"I'm feeling an immense amount of pride right now," Ms. Hudson said. "I'm hoping that anybody who's watching this finds the strength to push through whatever it is that they're going through and embodies that hate never wins."

The pageant was hosted by Jen Turner, a former Miss Massachusetts USA, and Mr. Malafronte, who worked the room as if he had crashed open-mic night at the Laugh Factory.

For the contestants, though, the pageant was serious business, and each had her own motivations for competing. As a gown-wearing, bikini-modeling collective, they seemed especially courageous this year amid the glare of so much attention.

After the contest, contestants roamed around the venue taking photos with family members.


The staff at the event ran a tight ship, with the news media being kept at a remove.

c including Bowdoinham, Belfast and Hampden.


"I respect anybody who steps into this space with a purpose," Ms. DeJesus said.

Ms. DeJesus, 21, decided to go for it after she saw an advertisement on Facebook. Vying to become a beauty queen had never been one of her goals, she said. But perhaps that was because women of color have traditionally been underrepresented in the pageant world.

"So I'm excited to show up for the little girl in me who never saw someone like her in this sort of spotlight," Ms. DeJesus, who identifies as Afro Latino and Native American, said in an interview last week.

Ms. DeJesus teaches at a child-care center, where a glammed-up picture of her as Miss Penobscot created the impression among some of the toddlers that she was actually a princess who was "off to save the world," she said.

"I let them think what they want!" she said.





 Greta Rybus for The New York Times



The event had contestants, and winners of other Miss USA contests, in attendance. Clockwise from top left, Hannah Trottier-Braun, who represented Lewiston; one of the signs marking private areas at the event; Melissa Sapini, who is Miss Massachusetts USA; and Samantha Vocatura, who is Miss Vermont USA.

For Ms. St. Cyr, a transgender woman, entering the pageant was about fulfilling a "lifelong dream," she said. She grew up in Howland, a small town in central Maine, before moving to Bangor, where she worked as a makeup artist. She now lives in Monson (population: 609) with her boyfriend, Patrick Scott, a geologist. They have a farm with cows, pigs, chickens, ducks, geese and quail. Ms. St. Cyr, 24, sells eggs at a local market.

Her life was fairly quiet until she entered the pageant. Almost overnight, she said, some people who had been friendly with her began to bully her.

"I don't think anyone in my town knew that I was trans before all of this happened," Ms. St. Cyr said. "I think people feel really comfortable saying some nasty things when they hear politicians saying really nasty things. They think that makes it OK."

But the fraught political climate only motivated Ms. St. Cyr, who made history as the first transgender woman in the pageant. The haters, she said, are always the loudest, and she knew she had support from friends, family and the other contestants.

If there was one thing that bothered Ms. St. Cyr, it was that some publications seemed to pit her directly against Ms. Hudson.

That type of coverage helped foster her suspicion of the news media, but contestants were largely insulated from any intrusion during the event. Outside organizations were barred from taking photographs inside the ballroom -- news outlets had the option of purchasing them directly from the pageant for $3,000 -- and contestants were prohibited from interacting with reporters.

Elaborate gowns made it tricky for contestants to make their way through the hotel.

And there was merchandise available should the crowd want to remember the event.


It was Shelby Howell of Bangor, not Ms. Hudson, who walked away with the crown of Miss Maine USA.


Mr. Malafronte concluded Saturday's preliminary festivities by informing members of the audience that they could spend 15 minutes with the contestants before officials whisked them away for a "pajama and pizza party." He proceeded to ask that "all members of the press" vacate the ballroom so that "the family and friends of our contestants can have some private time."

When several reporters dawdled -- Mr. Belichick had already left via an emergency exit -- Mr. Malafronte grew impatient.

"We're not going to let them off the stage until the press is gone," he said.

On Sunday, Ms. Hudson placed third, one year after finishing as the runner-up. The crown went to Shelby Howell of Bangor, whose brief news conference was cut short after she was asked two questions that an official stopped her from answering -- one about Mr. Belichick's presence, the other about transgender inclusivity.

By midafternoon, the hotel lobby was clearing out in time for the New England Water Environment Association's spring meeting. Ms. DeJesus left with her family after taking home a prize as the co-winner of the pageant's online vote. Ms. St. Cyr, still wearing her sash, found her boyfriend and rolled her small suitcase to a car that was parked outside.

And as Ms. Hudson drove away with Mr. Belichick in a Mercedes SUV, the circus that has surrounded her prepared to move on to wherever she goes next.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/12/style/jordon-hudson-bill-belichick-miss-maine-pageant.html
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T 25


The 25 Gardens You Must See

We asked six horticultural experts to debate and ultimately choose the places that've changed the way we look at -- and think about -- plants.

Video: 



By Alexa Brazilian, Miranda Cooper, Clare Coulson, Clare Foster, Johanna Silver and Kendra Wilson



May 06, 2025 at 10:01 AM

A garden is an ideal place to spend a sunny afternoon, but would you fly across the world for the pleasure of doing so? Which gardens are worthy of such a journey? To answer that question -- and define what makes a garden truly spectacular -- we assembled a panel of six horticultural experts for the latest installment of our T25 series. Louis Benech is one of France's best-known landscape designers, part of the team responsible for the much-praised 1990 overhaul of the Tuileries in Paris. In 2016, the Sussex, England-based garden designer Juliet Sargeant became the first Black woman to have a show garden at the Chelsea Flower Show, where she won a Royal Horticultural Society gold medal. Tim Richardson, who lives in London, writes about gardens for numerous publications and is the author of 22 books on the subject. Before founding Domino magazine and serving as T's editor in chief from 2012 to 2016, Deborah Needleman spent many years as a garden editor at House & Garden. She also maintains an impressive plot at her home in upstate New York. The Japanese-born, New York-based architect and plant lover Toshiko Mori is an architecture professor at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design, where she focuses on sustainability. And Tom Delavan is T's design director, as well as an interior decorator and green thumb.

Clockwise from top left: the T contributing editor and the conversation's moderator, Alexa Brazilian, with the panelists Deborah Needleman, Tim Richardson, Louis Benech, Juliet Sargeant, Tom Delavan and Toshiko Mori.


Each panelist was asked to nominate 10 must-see gardens and, on a video call in March, they spent almost four hours winnowing down that long list to a definitive 25. Most, if not all of them, are open to the public, with some requiring reservations or other advance planning. Only eight of the 51 finalists were suggested by more than one jurist, making for some lively debate: All agreed, for example, that the Dubai Miracle Garden, a flower-encrusted theme park that includes, among other spectacles, a nearly 60-foot-tall Mickey Mouse topiary, uses unconscionable amounts of water and includes no native plants. But Sargeant, who suggested its inclusion, pointed out the project's mass appeal. Though it was ultimately crossed off, with one panelist deeming the place "deeply immoral" and another calling it "honestly disgusting," all agreed that it raised important issues, earning it a mention here.

Gardens from 20 countries were nominated, with Italy and the United Kingdom coming out on top; each ended up with five on the final list, followed by France with four. Unsurprisingly, the panel was particularly interested in the differences among the styles favored by various cultures, from meticulously groomed Asian stroll gardens to more naturalistic English cottage borders. The impact of colonialism on landscape design was also a topic of discussion, as was the focus on native plants in several African, South American and Australian projects. A few gardens were disqualified for practical reasons: The owners of one eccentric, privately owned sculpture garden in Britain, for example, asked to be left off the list for fear of overcrowding. Others, like Claude Monet's Giverny in France, were deemed too obvious or too packed with tourists to wholeheartedly recommend. Ultimately, while the jurists have all traveled extensively, visiting gardens around the world, none of them had seen, or even heard of, every nomination. In some instances, they had to defer to their fellow experts and take a leap of faith -- something that, as gardeners, they're well accustomed to doing. A garden, said the British horticulturist Gertrude Jekyll (1843-1932), who designed one of the gardens in our top 25, "teaches entire trust." -- Alexa Brazilian

This conversation has been edited and condensed. Though numbered, the entries below aren't ranked; the gardens appear roughly in the order in which they were discussed.

1. Sissinghurst Castle Garden in Cranbrook, England

The famed White Garden at Sissinghurst Castle Garden in Cranbrook, England, as seen from the castle's tower. Annaick Guitteny (c) National Trust Images

Sir Harold Nicolson and Vita Sackville-West at Sissinghurst in 1955. Hulton Archive/Getty Images


In 1930, when the English writer Vita Sackville-West first came to Sissinghurst, a 16th-century Tudor manor set on 460 acres in Kent, she "fell in love; love at first sight," she later explained, likening the place to "Sleeping Beauty's castle." She'd been searching for a property that would match the romance of her childhood home, Knole, just outside the nearby town of Sevenoaks, which she was prohibited from inheriting as a woman (an injustice that inspired her lover, Virginia Woolf, to write "Orlando" in 1928). Though Sissinghurst was overgrown, Sackville-West saw its potential and, with her husband, the writer and diplomat Harold Nicolson, set about creating what is now arguably England's premier garden of rooms. Nicolson imposed a framework of crisp yew hedges that enclose each space and added an avenue of espaliered linden trees underplanted with spring bulbs. His formality was the perfect counterpoint to his wife's love of romantic blooms, old roses and color-themed borders. Best of all, perhaps, is her White Garden, with rambling roses, spiky Miss Willmott's ghost, delphiniums and lupines, all of which burst into pale flower near the beginning of June. Nearby, there's a picturesque fruit orchard enclosed by a moat. Still, not all of the couple's undertakings had fairy-tale endings. In the 1930s, after visiting the Cycladic island of Delos, they attempted to plant a Greek-style garden but were eventually defeated by the combination of English weather and poor drainage. In 2021, the British landscape architect Dan Pearson -- in cooperation with the National Trust, which took over care of the property in 1967, five years after Sackville-West's death -- recreated the Delos garden, where Mediterranean plants like cypress and fig trees now flourish among gravel paths, craggy boulders and reclaimed stone columns. -- Clare Coulson









Clockwise from top left: the Delos Garden, newly restored by designer Dan Pearson; Vita Sackville-West at work in her garden in 1958; sunrise over the White Garden; the Rose Garden, as seen from Sissinghurst Castle's tower. Clockwise from top left: Eva Nemeth (c) National Trust Images; John Hedgecoe/Popperfoto via Getty Images; Andrew Butler (c) National Trust Images; Annaick Guitteny (c) National Trust Images

Louis Benech: I believe it was one of the first places where planting whole gardens in one color was done. Every time you go, there are little changes, but the original plan is properly respected.

Deborah Needleman: It's a remarkable series of different kinds of landscapes: a pond, a woodland, flower borders and a cottage garden. The White Garden is iconic; I happened to be there the week that it was peaking, and it was the most sublime thing I ever saw. And it's probably the most famous English garden there is.

Tim Richardson: The white garden is the most copied garden anywhere -- although it didn't start as a white garden but as a green, silver and gray garden. It's designed to be seen at night because it's next to the Priest House, where they would have dinner. Sissinghurst is really about this couple and their life together, which was very unusual. Both of them had a queer sensibility, both of them had lots of other relationships, but their own relationship was most important to them and the garden was sort of a third party in that.

2. Great Dixter House & Gardens in Northiam, England

A view of Great Dixter House & Gardens in Northiam, England, August 2018. Sabine Bungert/Living Inside


The longtime family home of the garden writer and horticulturalist Christopher Lloyd, Great Dixter, in East Sussex, dates back to the 15th century but was reconfigured in the early 20th century by the architect Sir Edwin Lutyens at the behest of Lloyd's father, Nathaniel. The pair also worked together to create the estate's six-acre garden, which has continued to evolve. Today, the property includes wildflower meadows; a 150-foot border of intensely colorful flowering shrubs, perennials and bulbs; a kitchen garden; the Sunk Garden (a flower-filled courtyard centered on an octagonal pond); the Old Rose Garden (now filled with exotic plants); and the Peacock Garden, where eighteen huge yew topiary birds preside over colorful thalictrums, asters, teasels and grasses. Under the leadership of head gardener Fergus Garrett, who arrived in 1993, Great Dixter, which is now owned by a charitable trust, functions as a garden laboratory, where new ideas are tested, generations of gardeners are trained and wide-ranging research is carried out. A major ecological survey over the past decade, for example, recorded a combined 2,400 species of flora and fauna across the 72-acre estate. The ecologist and entomologist Andy Phillips, who coordinated the project, described Dixter as one of the richest sites he'd ever encountered. -- C.C.


A smoke tree in full flower on the Great Dixter Topiary Lawn.

A misty morning view of Great Dixter's lushly planted Exotic Garden.

The Topiary Lawn at Great Dixter.

Great Dixter's Peacock Garden features topiary birds.

Mexican fleabane spilling down the steps at Great Dixter.

Needleman: To me, it's the quintessential cottage garden in that it's meant to appear natural, but is anything but.

Richardson: It's the most intense horticultural garden in the world, I would say. It's like a monastery, with Fergus Garrett, who runs it, as a kind of horticultural, radical abbot presiding over these novices who live there and meet him every morning at dawn to be assigned their chores. Every year there are maybe 20 or 30 people from all over the world who do this and then they go out and become the greatest gardeners. It's where the most top-notch gardening is being taught and practiced.

Juliet Sargeant: For the home gardener, the wonderful thing about Great Dixter is that it encourages you to be bold and to try your own thing.

Needleman: I'd love to be able to visit Dixter in the spring when the fritillaria meadows are in bloom. That's something I want to see at least once in my life.

3. Giardino di Ninfa in Cisterna di Latina, Italy

The lake at Giardino di Ninfa in Cisterna di Latina, Italy. Foto Umbi Meschini/Archivio Fondazione Roffredo Caetani


Built on the ruins of a medieval citadel laid out along the river that shares its name, Ninfa was abandoned by its owners, the noble Caetani family, around the 14th century. The property, just south of Rome, was virtually a swampland when a descendant, Prince Gelasio Caetani -- a politician and horticultural enthusiast -- inherited the place in 1921 and began planting among the ruins. Caetani's aristocratic English mother, Ada Bootle-Wilbraham, was a hands-on gardener who installed the roses (tea-scented climbers and delicate noisettes) that now scramble over the crumbling walls, and successive generations of the family have added exquisite flowering trees, including dogwood, magnolia (of which there are nineteen varieties) and several wisterias in white, lilac and pink. Ninfa's proximity to the water creates a lush microclimate (in addition to the river, there's a lake on-site), allowing the 20 acres to flourish even through searing Italian summers. In the 1980s, Ninfa became a trust and, until his recent retirement, it was overseen by the family's former gardener Lauro Marchetti, who preserved the integrity of the garden and its ancient beauty. -- C.C.

Flowering trees on the banks of the Ninfa River. Kari Heimonen/Archivio Fondazione Roffredo Caetani

An 1878 illustration of Ninfa's ruins. (c) Look and Learn/Bridgeman Images


Needleman: You really get a sense of the layers of history. It's the kind of site that the 18th- and 19th-century English landscape designers were trying to create when they built faux ruins and follies and hermitages -- but this is real.

Benech: It's a complete atmosphere. When you see the wisteria growing through the stones, you're scared in some way -- it's probably a good thing to wear a hard hat! But there's a mixture of abandoned nature and extremely well-kept aspects, too. It's the kind of garden you would never be able to copy --

Needleman: Unless you have your own ruined medieval village.

4. Jacques Wirtz in Schoten, Belgium


The cloudlike boxwood hedges at Jacques Wirtz's garden in Schoten, Belgium.

Snow on the boxwood hedges at Jacques Wirtz's garden.

Apple trees along the main axis of Jacques Wirtz's garden.

The Belgian landscape designer Jacques Wirtz was known for his carefully conceived, impeccably manicured gardens, like the one at the fashion designer Valentino Garavini's Chateau de Wideville, outside Paris, where precisely shaped, spiraling mounds of yew dot the closely clipped lawn and low, sharp-edged hedges surround the geometric flower beds. His own garden, however, evolved partially by accident. In the 1970s, he moved to a cottage outside his native Antwerp, intending to use the walled, four-acre outdoor space as a nursery, with stock beds holding plants he'd eventually incorporate into others' projects. Once the specimens were in place, Wirtz -- who'd been deeply inspired by Japanese topiary while working on the Belgian pavilion at the 1970 World Expo in Osaka -- began shaping them into cubes, domes, balls and lollipops. In the end, he opted to leave his creations in place, where they remain today, lined up in their neat grids. Once part of a larger 18th-century estate, the property had long paths edged in neglected boxwoods and Wirtz pruned those, too, transforming them into epic, undulating hedges. The trees and shrubs -- many of them evergreens -- are the garden's main event, and when flowers do appear they're also arranged in regimented blocks, like rows of vegetables. Although green is the predominant color here, autumn brings fiery foliage on the apple, pear and plum trees. Left in their natural form, they also provide some softness to balance Wirtz's impeccably groomed interventions. -- C.C.

Tom Delavan: When Wirtz first bought the property, it was a mess and the boxwoods were damaged in such a way that he had to trim them back. That's how he came up with these boxwood clouds, which I love.

Benech: It was a question of how to coiffer an old lady -- and the result is fabulous.

5. Saihoji Kokedera Temple and Moss Garden in Kyoto, Japan

An expanse of moss at Saihoji Kokedera Temple and Moss Garden in Kyoto, Japan. Rob Tilley/Alamy


In 1339, Muso Kokushi, a Buddhist high priest and master gardener, created what's believed to be the first-ever karesansui (dry landscape), at the Saihoji Temple in southwestern Kyoto. The style, characterized by carefully placed rocks and swaths of sand or gravel raked to invoke rippling water, is now considered the archetypal Japanese landscape, often referred to in English as a Zen garden. In the nineteenth century, Saihoji was flooded repeatedly when a nearby river overflowed its banks. The temple and its roughly eight-and-a-half-acre grounds were devastated, with soggy conditions allowing moss to take over. Rather than fight nature, the monks embraced change, and today, Saihoji is best known for its incomparable collection of fuzzy, rootless bryophytes, which grow with wild abandon over both the garden and the temple. With more than 120 varieties in total, specimens include Pyrrhobryum dozyanum, with elongated phyllids resembling weasels' tails; fluffy, cushionlike Leucobryum glaucum; and Sphagnum palustre, a pale, rosy-tinged bog moss. Saihoji looks quite different than it did in Kokushi's day, but, in the hands of the monks who continue to maintain it, its purpose of encouraging serenity and contemplation hasn't changed. To get into the right mind-set, visitors, permitted by reservation only, are invited to take part in the Buddhist devotional practice of copying out sutras in the temple before exploring the plush, viridescent grounds. -- Johanna Silver


Colorful foliage at Saihoji Kokedera Temple and Moss Garden.

Lush waterside moss.

Another view of the garden.

Toshiko Mori: This garden is very interesting in that it's part of a spiritual practice: It's used for meditation. Moss is very tiny, and being in the garden, looking so closely to distinguish one type from another, requires a special kind of attention. It opens up a completely different kind of universe.

Needleman: This is the garden I'd like to die in. It would be amazing to be on that moss.

6. Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne in Cranbourne, Australia

The Red Sand Garden at Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne in Cranbourne, Australia, with circles of saltbush and "Ephemeral Lake," a 2004 ceramic installation by the artists Edwina Kearney and Mark Stoner. Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria


Melbourne already had a long-established world-class botanical garden -- the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (which dates to the 1840s) when, in the mid-20th century, local groups concerned about the environmental effects of creeping overdevelopment began laying the groundwork for this one, about 35 miles southeast of the city center. Completed in 2012, it's now the largest garden devoted to Australian plants in the world. An award-winning example of contemporary landscape design, with a bold, graphic layout that incorporates large-scale contemporary art, Cranbourne is centered around the 60-acre Australian Garden, a landscape of ponds and walkways on the site of a former sand quarry that's divided into 22 separate zones. The largest, the Red Sand Garden, features circles of saltbush and is home to "Ephemeral Lake," a 2004 ceramic installation by the artists Edwina Kearney and Mark Stoner. Nearby, the Peppermint Garden highlights aromatic plants like pinnate goodenia, a perennial herb with pink and purple flowers, and Ziera adenophora, an endangered flowering shrub. The Weird and Wonderful Garden, meanwhile, brings together specimens with strange foliage or unusual shapes, including the Queensland bottle tree, with its pear-shaped trunk, and the leafless rock wattle, with its dense tangle of stems. But as beautiful as these planted areas might be, what surrounds the garden is just as impressive -- more than 800 acres of preserved bushland with six miles of walking trails and protected habitats for more than 25 threatened plant species as well as bandicoots, kangaroos and koalas. -- Clare Foster

The Stringybark Garden at Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, which highlights plants adapted to regenerate after a fire. Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria

A mix of Kangaroo Paw plants. Lucy McNulty/GAP Photos



Richardson: It's more like visiting a zoological garden than a botanical garden because some of the plants are the size of large animals -- they're massive!

Needleman: I don't know anything about it, but I wrote in my notes, "It looks more like a zoo than a garden."

Richardson: It's a bit like the High Line [in New York City; see No. 8] in that you walk around this circle and there are different zones and areas you pass through. It's episodic.

7. Royal Botanic Garden Sydney in Sydney, Australia

A jacaranda tree in flower at Royal Botanic Garden Sydney in Sydney, Australia. Theo Moye/Alamy


Located in the middle of Sydney, with spectacular views of the harbor and the opera house, this remains one of the city's best-loved community spaces. Established in 1816 by Lachlan Macquarie, then the governor of New South Wales, it's home to more than 5,000 species, including both colorful European-style flowers and wild-growing Australian plants like lilly pillies (flowering evergreen shrubs), acacias (known there as wattles) and gum trees (a.k.a. eucalyptus.) The 74-acre property also includes gardens dedicated to succulents, roses, herbs, palms and native Asian species. One particular highlight: the Cadi Jam Ora (First Encounters) Garden, which uses both words and flora to tell the story of the Gadigal people, who were the original custodians of this land. The native grass tree, which had huge cultural significance as a source of both tools and shelter, is featured prominently in this section, while elsewhere one can see native plants like the tropical giant fern -- with fronds that can stretch up to 20 feet -- and the Wollemi pine, one of the rarest and most ancient trees of the world, with fewer than 100 adult specimens known to exist in the wild and a history dating back more than 90 million years. -- C.F.

Visitors at Royal Botanic Garden Sydney, 1893. Courtesy of Royal Botanic Garden Sydney


A Moreton Bay fig tree at Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. Natasha Maiolo/Getty Images

Tropical plants at Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. John W. Banagan/Getty Images


Mori: I wanted to have at least one garden that's part of the life of a city and this one is right on the harbor, connecting the Opera House and the Art Gallery of New South Wales, so you can just stroll through on your way to work. It's also the oldest scientific institution in Australia, with an amazing number of species. And 88 percent of what they have in Australia can't be found in any other place on the planet! There are plants from the first British fleet, which was the beginning of colonialism, as well as Aboriginal gardens, so you can distinguish between what came with colonial influence and what was already there.

Benech: But there are plenty of botanical gardens that are part of a city; you could say the same thing about the Copenhagen Botanical Garden. What I love here is that the Australian flora are so interesting -- I imagine there are so many plants that haven't even been identified.

Mori: I walked through this garden with [the American landscape architect] Kathryn Gustafson a number of times, and there were many species that even she didn't know. There's constant discovery.

8. The High Line in New York City

A view of the High Line garden in New York with "Blocks" (2016) by Rashid Johnson. Siegfried Layda/Getty Images


When the elevated public park opened in 2009, organizers predicted about 300,000 people would visit in the first year. In fact, closer to 1.7 million passed through -- and today the unticketed attraction draws roughly six million annually. Built into defunct, elevated train tracks along Manhattan's West Side (after a massive fund-raising effort spearheaded by the nonprofit Friends of the High Line), the garden features native, drought-tolerant species. Its Dutch designer, Piet Oudolf, also took inspiration from the wild-growing grasses, shrubs and small trees that arrived during the three decades, beginning in 1980, that the railroad sat abandoned. Designed to be visually interesting throughout all four seasons, the gardens are elegantly framed by narrow concrete planks that form walkways through the plantings, peeling up from the ground now and again to form benches for resting and people-watching. A decade and a half after its establishment, the High Line still feels like a new kind of garden, 30 feet above the streets of New York. Plus, as a model of urban ecology, it has been massively influential: In New York City alone, nearby Little Island in Chelsea as well as parts of the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway and the Green-Wood Cemetery lawns all bear its rough-edged imprint. -- Kendra Wilson

A section of the elevated rail tracks on Manhattan's West Side in 2012. (c) Christopher Anderson/Magnum Photo

A stretch of the High Line between 13th and 14th Streets in Manhattan, with woodland and grassland plants. (c) Carlos Sanfer


Delavan: Apart from the actual garden itself, which has become one of the most important tourist attractions in the city, it's really changed that whole section of New York.

Sargeant: I don't know very much at all about it, but I have heard slightly political rumblings. Can anybody enlighten us on that?

Delavan: Some of the people who were living there were pushed out after the High Line made the neighborhood popular. Now it's a very gentrified, expensive place. The founders apologized and said, "We were trying to serve the community." But in the end --

Needleman: They were too successful. I mean, that's the story of Manhattan. It's not unique to the High Line, but the High Line made it happen very quickly.

Mori: The landscape is very sustainable though. It has a drainage system that captures rainwater and reuses it, so maintenance is quite minimal. And there's a symbiosis in the type of species that were planted together: They help each other survive.

Richardson: It blends the two most important movements in landscape architecture and design over the past 30 years or so: postindustrialism -- in this case, making a disused railway line into a park -- and the naturalistic planting movement. For my money, this is the most influential piece of landscape architecture that's been created in the past 40 years.

9. Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden in Newlands, Cape Town

Lion's ear, sagebushes and golden daisies in bloom at Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden in Newlands, Cape Town. Alice Notten/Kirstenbosch NBG


While native gardening has only recently become mainstream in the United States, the concept is nothing new in South Africa. Case in point: this botanical garden in the Western Cape province, the first of its kind in the world dedicated entirely to indigenous flora, which was established over a century ago in 1913. Located eight miles outside the city center and set against the backdrop of Table Mountain's eastern slope, the 1,305-acre public space showcases more than 7,000 species, with high priority given to the singular fynbos biome, which is found almost exclusively in the country's Western Cape region and includes stiff, structured proteas, shaggy, flowering ericas and tufted, reedlike plants called restios. There's also a robust collection of spiky cycads, a type of seed plant some believe predates the dinosaurs, and visitors might also spot local fauna, including brilliantly colored sunbirds -- which resemble hummingbirds -- owls and wildcats. The Tree Canopy Walkway, a curved, steel-and-timber treetop bridge inspired by a snake's skeleton, winds 65 feet above it all, offering mountain vistas and sweeping forest views. -- J.S.

Some of the cycad collection at the Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden. Hoberman Collection/Universal Images/Getty Images

The eastern face of Table Mountain seen from Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden. Frederic Soltan/Corbis via Getty Images


Mori: They've been collecting indigenous plants that you can't see anywhere else since the early 20th century, so it's very significant. And the setting right by Table Rock Mountain is quite beautiful.

Richardson: It's maybe the most spectacular botanical garden in the world. It's not really a botanical garden in a normal sense but more like a mountainside. You can't do it all in one day -- you do bits and then come back another day and do other bits. It's really quite wild.

10. Miller House and Garden in Columbus, Ind.

A magnolia tree at the Miller House and Garden in Columbus, Ind. Miller House and Garden, Columbus, Ind. Photo: courtesy of Newfields

A stone walkway on the property, lined with tulips and animal sculptures. Miller House and Garden, Columbus, Ind. Photo: courtesy of Newfields


The Miller House, situated in the small city of Columbus, about 50 miles from Indianapolis, is the product of two cosmopolitan Midwesterners: the architect Eero Saarinen and the industrialist J. Irwin Miller, who, with his wife, Xenia, commissioned the approximately 7,000-square-foot, flat-roof glass-and-stone structure as a family home in 1953. It was Saarinen who hired Dan Kiley, a regular collaborator of his, to design the 13.5-acre grounds, which back up to the Flat Rock River. Kiley's signature was pairing Modernist architecture with the formality of 17th-century French gardens, as exemplified by the South Garden at the Art Institute of Chicago, on which he also worked with Saarinen. At Miller House, he lined the entrance drive with a double row of horse chestnut trees (since replaced by yellow buckeyes) and added another allee, of honey locusts, along the west side of the house to frame the river view. Magnolia trees by the entrance add curves to the symmetry, while large, free-flowing weeping beech trees shield the house from wind and sun. The sense of control is mixed with exuberance: By the terrace, the emerald green lawn meets platforms of liriope and a checkerboard with pink and red impatiens under a canopy of crab apple trees, all of which evokes the decorator Alexander Girard's vibrantly patterned interiors. While the legacy of this kind of water-intensive, high-maintenance landscape is ecologically fraught, the garden stands as a remarkable icon of its time. Today, fittingly, it's owned and operated by the Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields. -- K.W.









The grounds of the Miller House in the mid-1950s. Balthazar Korab, Library of Congress

Needleman: This is Dan Kiley's masterpiece -- the perfect marriage of classical gardening with Modernism. The house, while it's this glass structure, recalls a Palladian villa and the garden does a similar thing: It incorporates classical elements -- hedging, allees, groves -- but none of them are as you would expect. I think it's the most important American Modernist garden.

Mori: It has this incredible sense of calm and very generous proportions. I think that's something about Kiley's work that's difficult to perceive in a photograph -- the slower pace at which you move through it makes you feel like you're in a different world.

11. Prospect Cottage in Dungeness, England

The garden at Derek Jarman's Prospect Cottage in Dungeness, England. John Glover/GAP Photos


Neither fences nor hedges mark the borders of the filmmaker and artist Derek Jarman's former home in Dungeness. Instead, the small wooden fisherman's cottage and its garden -- which he bought in 1986 and lived in until his death in 1994 -- sit directly on the rocky beach of this desolate English headland, which is dominated by views of a nuclear power plant. In front of the house, which is painted pitch-black with acid yellow trim, plants are arranged into flower beds, a riff on suburban landscaping that feels surreal in this hardscrabble setting. Jarman first attempted to use traditional blooms like roses, but quickly realized that only the toughest annuals and perennials would survive such unbuffered exposure to salt, wind and sun. Ultimately, he planted a trippy rainbow of valerian, viper's bugloss, foxglove, sea campion, wild peas, teasels, sea kale and sea holly, along with the gorse that flourishes along the English coastline. When in full flower, swaths of red and yellow poppies add to the Technicolor palette. Scattered with found objects, the garden doubles as an art installation: There are pieces of stone and flint arranged in circles, rusted metal fragments standing in for statuary and huge chains displayed like artifacts. Jarman gathered all of them himself, mining the detritus of the semi-industrial landscape. He left the cottage to his longtime companion, Keith Collins, and after Collins's death in 2018, the British charity Art Fund, along with Jarman's friends, raised funds to preserve it. Today it's maintained by the local nonprofit Creative Folkestone. -- C.C.


Jarman at work in his garden circa 1992.

The plants at Prospect Cottage garden are interspersed with found objects and artworks.

Plantings -- and a boat -- in Prospect Cottage's beachfront garden.

Needleman: Jarman knew he was dying when he was making this garden, and that feels poetic to me. Often gardens are enclosed and we're trying to create a fantasy and an idealized place, but this opens onto the power plant. To me, it just looks very beautiful.

Sargeant: I was there last weekend, actually, and it's amazing. That whole area is a nature preserve and the sea is just a few hundred meters away. A good thing to do is visit Great Dixter, Sissinghurst and this one at the same time because the three together make a wonderfully contrasting tour of gardens in the same area.

Richardson: I didn't want to go after Jarman died, partly because I don't think Collins, who was still living there, liked visitors coming and he didn't really maintain it in the same way. Now the garden is very strongly protected and has its own head gardener, [Jonny Bruce], who's really good.

12. Sitio Roberto Burle Marx in Rio de Janeiro

Various spiky plants surrounding the Studio, a live-work space constructed using the facade of a neo-Classical townhouse, at Sitio Roberto Burle Marx in Rio de Janeiro. (c) Iphan/SRBM/Oscar Liberal


Considered the father of modern tropical garden design, Roberto Burle Marx completed more than 2,000 landscapes between the 1930s and the '90s in his native Brazil and beyond. But his former home, on the outskirts of Rio, is the place to experience the full force of his vision. On the grounds of a 100-acre hillside, Burle Marx -- an early proponent of designing with native plants -- nurtured and studied more than 3,500 specimens from Central and South America, some of which he'd discovered on expeditions into the jungle. "Burle Marx considered the property a 'landscape laboratory,' often relating it to an alchemist's crucible," says Claudia Storino, director of what's today a house-and-garden museum. To better understand the tropical and subtropical plants' growth habits and design potential, the landscape architect assembled them in various ways throughout the property. Pieces of reclaimed granite form ancient-looking backdrops for bromeliads, giant agave emerge from a sea of snake plants and masses of pygmy screw pine fringe the banks of a pond. As Burle Marx once said: "The plant is, to a landscape artist, not only a plant ... but it is also a color, a shape, a volume or an arabesque in itself." -- Miranda Cooper

A lake at Sitio Roberto Burle Marx, with a sculptural retaining wall. (c) Iphan/SRBM/Oscar Liberal

Tropical foliage at Sitio Roberto Burle Marx. Michael Runkel/Robert Harding/Alamy


Mori: Marx's gardens aren't like European gardens: The shapes here are organic, and he incorporates the idea of rainforest conservation.

Benech: I love the color palette of the pergola of the small house in which he lived: white and pale green that mirrors the climbing jade vines exactly, like a painting. It's an example of how keen he was with color. I think he's the most important designer of the 20th century.

13. Katsura Imperial Villa in Kyoto, Japan

A view of the pond at Katsura Imperial Villa in Kyoto, Japan. Leopold von Ungern/Alamy


Built by members of the imperial family in the 17th century, this one seduces visitors not with a single sweeping vista, but, rather, with a series of impeccably crafted scenes. The 17-acre landscape features a large, irregularly shaped pond, with hills and valleys built along a pathway to obscure and reveal various views -- a signature of so-called Japanese stroll gardens, which proliferated during the Edo period. At one point, a peninsula of flat rocks jutting into the pond appears, complete with a stone lantern standing in for a lighthouse -- a recreation of a famous viewpoint over Japan's Amanohashidate sandbar. Elsewhere, visitors encounter evergreen trees and shrubs planted alone or in small, intentional vignettes. Integrated seamlessly into the landscape are rustic teahouses with viewing platforms, the most beloved of which is a wooden structure positioned to admire the harvest moon and its reflection in the pond. Even the ground itself is carefully calibrated to control the way the garden is experienced: Small stones form tight jigsaw patterns along some pathways for a smooth journey; in other areas, steps are spaced farther apart, encouraging visitors to slow down and appreciate a mossy bridge, say, or the silhouette of a lone pine tree. -- M.C.

One of several teahouses at Katsura Imperial Villa. Jerome Galland

A peninsula built from rocks recreates a famous viewpoint over Japan's Amanohashidate sandbar. Jerome Galland


Mori: It's different from most Japanese gardens in that it's completely scripted. You walk from one place to another and take in very specific viewpoints. It's a stroll garden (or kaiyu-shiki) and also a hide-and-seek garden (miegakure), where you see various elements appearing and disappearing. It's maintained by the imperial household and it's difficult to visit: My advice is to make an appointment online as early as possible.

Sargeant: When you visit, how can you get insight into those things? The hide-and-seek, the reading of the garden ... is that explained in some way?

Benech: I think you're required to have a guided tour.

Richardson: But isn't the most famous Japanese garden neither this one nor the moss garden [see No. 5] but Ryoanji [the Kyoto rock garden and Zen temple, built in the 15th century]?

Mori: Ryoanji is famous, but it doesn't have the complexity of the Imperial Palace or the spiritual quality of the moss garden.

14. Classical Gardens of Suzhou, Suzhou, China

The Humble Administrator's Garden, one of the Classical Gardens of Suzhou in Suzhou, China. Jochen Schlenker/Robert Harding/Alamy


The city of Suzhou, some 70 miles west of Shanghai, is often billed as the Venice of the East for its network of picturesque canals. Even better, however, are its historic gardens, which span over a thousand years of history and number more than 50, nine of which, dating from the 11th to the 19th centuries, are UNESCO World Heritage sites. Each is considered a masterpiece of classical Chinese garden design, with the aim of evoking vast natural landscapes on a small scale through the use of water, architecture, rocks and plants. The largest, and perhaps the best known, is the 13-acre Humble Administrator's Garden, created in the 16th century by the government official Wang Xianchen. One of the most ornate in the city, it contains numerous pavilions, pools and interconnecting islands. The Master of the Nets Garden -- originally laid out in the 12th century by Shi Zhengzhi, a retired bureaucrat who was inspired by the solitary life of a Chinese fisherman -- is much smaller, only about one and a half acres, and is centered on a large reflecting pond, known as the Rosy Cloud Pool. There, pavilions are built on rocks or piers right over the water's edge, with larger buildings set farther back and partially obscured by trees, making the boundaries of the garden unclear. This clever use of proportion, scale and framing make the garden a quintessential example of the classical Chinese style, as do its magnolias, peonies and lacebark pines, each of which holds cultural and seasonal significance. -- C.F.

Suzhou's Humble Administrator's Garden. Jerome Galland

The Lingering Garden, also in Suzhou. Jerome Galland


Sargeant: Here in the West, we're taught that Japanese gardens evolved from the Chinese style, but I've learned that it was actually much more of a back-and-forth between the two styles.

Mori: These gardens were built over nearly a thousand years, so they have many different representations of Chinese garden design motifs: pagodas, buildings, landscape elements. Each of the gardens is a place of philosophy and thinking.

Sargeant: In the English style, we connect with the landscape by borrowing the view, building a garden to highlight it. Here, they're telling the story of a landscape by recreating it within the gardens themselves, in miniaturized form.

15. Rousham House & Gardens in Rousham, England

Rousham House in Rousham, England. Carole Drake/GAP Photos


In the 18th century, country estates all over England were being torn up as the formal French style that had long dominated garden design gave way to a fashion for more natural-looking, so-called Arcadian landscapes. The architect and designer William Kent was the trend's leading proponent, and also the person that Sir James Dormer, a British Army officer, had hired to rethink the gardens at his family's 25-acre Oxfordshire estate, Rousham. Today, Dormer's descendants remain in residence there and Kent's garden has, remarkably, lasted in its entirety, one of the era's few survivors. Visitors can follow the meandering, 300-year-old paths that he laid out through shady vales and over sloping lawns and take in views of the River Cherwell from his seven-arched stone loggia, modeled after the forecourt of the temple of Fortuna Primigenia at Palestrina, near Rome. To accentuate Rousham's classical mood, Kent installed a faux ruin, nicknamed "The Eyecatcher," on a distant hill, as well as statuary of mythical figures throughout: Venus overlooks a lake while Antinous, a young lover of the Emperor Hadrian, guards the woodland. On the northeast side of the circa 1635 house, the walled garden is even older, predating Kent's design. There, deep borders are filled with colorful blooms; peach, apricot, pear and plum trees are trained against 17th-century brick garden walls and a boxwood parterre is filled with picture-perfect English roses. -- C.C.


A parterre garden with boxwood-edged beds sits in front of Rousham's pigeon house.

Tulips in bloom under a pergola in a walled garden at Rousham.

The rill at Rousham meanders through an octagonal pool.

A colorful double border at Rousham.

Richardson: Rousham is still in the hands of the family that commissioned it back in the early 18th century and it's a great favorite of landscape architects and garden designers. It's Kent's masterpiece, which he did after designing other places like Chiswick House and Stowe, where he was learning his trade. Here, he's unleashed.

Needleman: It's completely man-made but it taps into our idea of a perfect countryside -- a garden leaping the fence. It's a beautiful, sensual kind of landscape.

Sargeant: And it's got a wonderful ha-ha.

Delavan: What's a ha-ha?

Needleman: It's a kind of running ditch so you can have the cattle and sheep grazing, and they look like they're on your lawn but they actually can't get to the house. It's this idea of bringing the landscape, unimpeded by a fence, straight up to the door.

Sargeant: It's called that because it takes you by surprise. You're strolling in the garden and you come across it and you say, "Aha!"

16. Little Sparta in Dunsyre, Scotland

Ian Hamilton Finlay's 1983 work "The Present Order Is the Disorder of the Future -- Saint Just" at Little Sparta in Dunsyre, Scotland. Charles Hawes/GAP Photos


In 1966, the Scottish poet and artist Ian Hamilton Finlay moved with his wife, Sue, to an isolated farmstead called Stonypath, an hour outside Edinburgh, in the Pentland Hills. With little money or knowledge of garden design, they set about making what would become Finlay's most enduring creative work. The seven-acre garden was originally intended as a place to display Finlay's art: poetry, aphorisms, puns and metaphors carved into stone and wood. His plaques, headstones, sculptures and obelisks -- created with a team of craftspeople -- explore themes including classical mythology, French revolutionary philosophy, pastoral romanticism and modern warfare. Installed around the garden (in the clearing of a glade, on a bridge over a stream, as plinths in a pond), they're laced with wit and unpredictability: A visitor might be lulled by the peaceful setting, its wide views over wildflower-strewn moorland, only to be jolted by the pair of giant stone hand grenades with metal pins perching on the formal gateposts. Finlay named the garden Little Sparta in the late 1970s, partly as a nod to Edinburgh's reputation as "the Athens of the North" (a reference to its many neoclassical buildings and academic leanings) but also in homage to the militaristic, ancient city-state; he had his own fierce battles with the local council. Almost two decades after his death, the wholly unique landscape continues to resonate in the manner detailed in "Unconnected Sentences on Gardening," his 1980 poem. "Certain gardens are described as retreats," he wrote, "when they are really attacks." -- K.W.

Richardson: People think of it as an agglomeration of about 150 individual pieces but it was never conceived in that way. It's a total entity. He was mixing the idealism of humankind with its malevolence and violence, so you have things like classical pillars topped with hand grenades and a tortoise sculpture with "panzer leader" ["panzer" is German for "tank"] written on its side. There are a lot of references to the French Revolution because he was obsessed with its mix of idealism and horrifying cruelty, the contradiction in human life. Some say it's the most important work of art made in Scotland in the second half of the 20th century.

Sargeant: I'll second that. And you can still visit it, Tim?

Richardson: It's open and in good shape.

17. Le Bois des Moutiers in Varengeville-sur-Mer, France

The White Garden at Le Bois des Moutiers in Varengeville-sur-Mer, France. Nicolas Matheus


Between 1889 and 1932, the architect Edwin Lutyens and the garden designer Gertrude Jekyll collaborated on about 100 projects, most of them in their native England. Le Bois des Moutiers, perched on cliffs overlooking the English Channel, is the only one in France, commissioned by the banking heir Guillaume Mallet at the end of the 19th century. The five-acre garden features landscaped parkland as well as a series of discrete spaces nearer the house that correspond to different rooms in the property's Arts & Crafts-style manor house and mirror its features. In the White Garden, for instance, stone benches are set into a hedge to reflect the layout of two closets flanking a large window in the music room. Le Bois des Moutiers also claims the distinction of being the first garden in France to adopt mixed borders, the wide, cottage-style flower beds planted with colorful blooms like roses, lavender and delphiniums that were a signature of Jekyll's style. The estate was acquired in 2020 by the French film producer Jerome Seydoux and his wife Sophie, who commissioned the American garden designer Madison Cox to oversee a much-needed restoration. In addition to revitalizing and replanting the original garden rooms, Cox is removing overgrown vegetation to improve the water views and adding contemporary elements including a large, reflecting water feature and a labyrinth of espaliered fruit trees and yews. -- C.F.

The central corridor of the labyrinth at Le Bois des Moutiers. Nicolas Matheus

Quince, raspberries, gooseberries and currants grow in one area of the labyrinth. Nicolas Matheus


Delavan: What I love about this one is that the interior and garden design are interwoven. That's a sophisticated concept, and it was conceived in the 19th century.

Benech: And it's aging well! I've known this place for the past 50 years. It's special to still find trees there, like the rhododendrons and yews, that were there initially, because it's been redone and redone and redone over the past hundred years.

Needleman: It's a Gertrude Jekyll-Edwin Lutyens mega collaboration -- the first English-style flower garden in France. And Madison Cox is sensitive and original when dealing with historic gardens and bringing them into the present moment, as he did at the Villa Oasis/Majorelle Gardens for Yves Saint Laurent and Pierre Berge. He's the perfect choice to update it.

18. Les Jardins de Kerdalo in Tredarzec, France

Wisteria growing on a pavilion at Les Jardins de Kerdalo in Tredarzec, France. Guillaume Fandel


The Russian Prince Peter Wolkonsky fell in love with plants as a child, sneaking into the kitchen plot of his next door neighbor, Czar Nicholas II. In 1965, after traveling the world painting landscapes and botanicals, he purchased a former orchard set on hills overlooking the Jaudy River in Brittany and started planting a garden. The 42 acres are now divided into seven distinct designs that range in style from a wild moor covered in golden grasses to a manicured expanse of geometric hedges. Harnessing the many streams running through the property, he built reflecting pools, ponds, waterfalls and an Italianate grotto decorated with shells. Over the next three decades, Wolkonsky amassed a vast collection of rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and dogwoods; upon his death in 1997, he left the land to his daughter, the horticulturist Isabelle Vaughan. In 2021, she sold Kerdalo to its current steward: the accessories designer Christian Louboutin. Early in his career, feeling burned out on fashion, he'd dabbled in landscape design, "but working with nature required too much time and patience for the young, impatient man I was at that age," Louboutin says. "So I went back to shoe design." An admirer of Kerdalo since first catching a glimpse of it more than 30 years ago, he's been updating leaky water systems and ripping out diseased boxwoods, which will be replaced next year with an installation by the Italian artist Giuseppe Ducrot, inspired by Wolkonsky's hedges. "The garden doesn't belong to me," says Louboutin, whose goal is to preserve as much of the prince's original design as possible while also protecting Kerdalo from the effects of climate change. "I belong to the garden." -- J.S.

A view of Kerdalo's geometric hedges. Guillaume Fandel

Peter Wolkonsky working in his garden circa 1990. Georges Leveque


Benech: I hadn't been there for more than 30 years, but I took Christian Louboutin to help connect him with Isabelle when she was selling the place. I was amazed by how big Peter's newer plantings were -- they had been my height [about six feet] when I was last there. And it's extremely well planted with both ordinary and extremely rare things, so visitors can enjoy it whether they know about plants or not. There are some very special magnolias there.

Alexa Brazilian: Can we visit or do you have to make friends with the owner?

Benech: It's totally open to visitors, which was part of the deal when Christian bought it.

19. Villa Gamberaia in Settignano, Italy

A view of the gardens at Villa Gamberaia in Settignano, Italy, as seen in a photograph taken between 1910 and 1920. Touring Club Italiano/Marka/Universal Images Group via Getty Images


Located in a hillside village about a 15-minute drive northeast from Florence, the gardens of Villa Gamberaia, with not quite four acres under cultivation, are "probably the most perfect example of the art of producing a great effect on a small scale," wrote Edith Wharton in her 1904 book, "Italian Villas and Their Gardens." Composed mostly of cypress, boxwood, yew, oak, lemon and olive trees -- with a few mixed borders of lavender, irises and roses -- the space is arranged as a long, grassy bowling green opening onto a series of small garden rooms. The layout has remained largely the same since the early 17th century, when it was planned by Zanobi Lapi, a Florentine merchant, along with his two nephews. Gamberaia's style is hard to define -- "No matter how carefully one measures the spaces, analyzes the plan or seeks to interpret it in terms of Renaissance, Mannerist, or Baroque ... there is always something elusive," says the historian Patricia Osmond, who curates the villa's archive -- although it has nonetheless been emulated widely: Miami's Villa Vizcaya and Pennsylvania's Longwood Gardens, both built in the first half of the 20th century, pay homage. Now run by a private trust, Villa Gamberaia was recently given close to two million euros (about $2.3 million) for upgrades by the European Union and the Italian government, making it one of the few private estates in Italy ever to receive such a grant. A portion of that money has gone toward upgrading the water systems, in an effort to protect the shady, centuries-old refuge from climate change. -- J.S.

The grotto garden, part of the formal Italianate garden at Villa Gamberaia. Chris Hawes/GAP Photos

A grid of the reflecting pools and shrubs at Villa Gamberaia. Courtesy of Villa Gamberaia


Needleman: It's the most magical garden. It's not a very auspicious site -- it's super narrow -- but the use of space is fantastic.

Richardson: I agree. In fact, Villa Gamberaia is my favorite garden in the world.

Benech: It's a divine place on a perfectly human scale.

20. Les Jardins de Marqueyssac in Vezac, France

An abundance of topiary at Les Jardins de Marqueyssac in Vezac, France. (c) Andrea Jones/Garden Exposures


Of all the formal gardens in Europe, none showcase topiary quite as exuberantly -- some might say obsessively -- as Marqueyssac. On this hilltop property overlooking the Dordogne Valley, more than 150,000 boxwoods are hand-clipped into a variety of fanciful silhouettes: Swirls, buns and swooping hedges form pathways; brick-shaped shrubs seem to spill like Legos down a slope; leafy lollipops appear at random. The garden began as the vision of the property's onetime owner, Julien de Cerval, who, after inheriting it from his family in the 1860s, was inspired by trips to Italy to plant and shape boxwoods by the thousands. After his death in l893, the landscape languished until the 1990s, when the new owner, Kleber Rossillon, a former engineer whose company maintains a dozen cultural heritage sites throughout France, revived many of the original shrubs, filled in holes and -- lacking de Cerval's original design plans -- clipped the shrubs into shapes of his own imagining. While topiary remains the star attraction, Rossillon has added other surprises to the 54-acre garden, including several waterfalls, quirky contemporary sculptures and an allosaurus dinosaur skeleton. To fully appreciate the whole endeavor, visitors can follow pathways leading to various viewpoints, including one that overlooks hundreds of boxwood mounds in shapes that mimic the rolling hills of the landscape beyond. -- M.C.

A boxwood-lined path at Les Jardins de Marqueyssac. Jerome Galland

Boxwood topiary under the maple and oak trees at Les Jardins de Marqueyssac. Jerome Galland


Delavan: It's minimalist in its limited plant selection and color palette but still manages to feel romantic. In the 19th century, the owner planted thousands of boxwoods -- a lot of these gardens were made by people who were kind of obsessive. I think there are 150,000 boxwoods now and they're trimmed super tightly but rounded. It looks almost like flocks of sheep.

Richardson: It's an example of a topiary garden on a grand scale that somehow retains the charm and character of a private residence. It's not overwhelmed by whimsy.

21. Villa d'Este in Tivoli, Italy

A view of the fish ponds from the top of the Fountain of Neptune at Villa d'Este in Tivoli, Italy. Charles Hawes/GAP Photos


Reeling from a failed bid for the papacy, yet awarded the governorship in Tivoli as a consolation, Cardinal Ippolito II d'Este wanted to build an extravagant estate that would secure his legacy. The resulting 16th-century gardens, conceived of by the architect Pirro Ligorio, not only achieved Cardinal d'Este's goal, but went on to influence the design of landscapes throughout Europe. Water features have always been the highlight at Villa d'Este's garden, which has been built upon by successive owners. Today, there are 51 fountains and nymphaea, 398 spouts and 64 waterfalls or cascades across its seven terraced acres, with water streaming down stairs, pouring into long, decorative canals and springing up around classical sculptures. It's even been inventively manipulated to power machines that produce the sounds of birds or organ music in some fountains. Now preserved as a UNESCO World Heritage site, Villa d'Este remains such a spectacle today that one nobleman's quote from 1569 still resonates: "Wherever you look, springs gush forth in such a variety of ways and with such splendor of design that everywhere else on earth of this kind is far inferior." -- M.C.

A 16th-century plan showing the layout of the Villa d'Este gardens. Etienne DuPerac's "Tivoli Palace and Gardens," from "Speculum Romanae Magnificentiae" (1573), Metropolitan Museum of Art, Harris Brisbane Dick Fund, 1941


"Villa d'Este, Tivoli" (1869) by Ascan Lutteroth. Bridgeman Images

A row of fountains at Villa d'Este as seen in a 1936 photograph. Smith Collection/Gado/Getty Images


Needleman: Some of our other Italian gardens are very classical Renaissance and this must be Baroque. It's a little over-the-top.

Mori: Very different. It's a water garden with scores of fountains all running on just gravity -- a masterpiece of hydraulic engineering. Science and natural beauty are integrated. And the sound is exquisite! My landscape professor in architecture school had an amazing lecture all about the acoustical experience of the fountains there.

22. Sacro Bosco in Bomarzo, Italy

One of about 40 stone sculptures at Sacro Bosco in Bomarzo, Italy. Courtesy of Sacro Bosco di Bomarzo


Elaborate fountains and parterres may be hallmarks of Italy's Renaissance-era landscapes, but at the 16th-century garden Sacro Bosco, about 40 miles northwest of Rome, the most well-known feature is less romantic: a giant, gaping stone mouth with stubby fangs and an inscription below them reading "Ogni pensiero vola" ("Every thought flies"). The Mouth of Hell, as it's known, is one of about 40 stone monsters and structures carved on-site under the direction of the architect Pirro Ligorio and the property's 16th-century owner, Pier Francesco Orsini. The intention behind the sculptures -- which range from a three-headed hound of Hades to a curiously tilted house -- is a mystery. Some believe the garden's gothic leanings reflect Orsini's grief after the death of his wife; others contend that he was simply a well-read eccentric looking to impress guests with his references to Greek mythology and literature. While the garden lay abandoned after his death in 1585, it was rediscovered by writers and artists in the 1930s and '40s (most notably Salvador Dali) and purchased in 1954 by the entrepreneur Giovanni Bettini, who saw its potential as a tourist attraction. Under the stewardship of his children and grandchildren today, Sacro Bosco's seven wooded acres are open to the public, with labyrinthine paths that encourage visitors to get lost in its eerie beauty. -- M.C.


"The Mouth of Hell" at Sacro Bosco.

Sacro Bosco as seen in a 1950 photograph.

 A sculpture of one of Hannibal's elephants alongside one of a dragon beset by lions at Sacro Bosco.

Sargeant: This is really a sculpture garden, but I don't think that should exclude it, or any other garden that is defined as that, from our list. Obviously a garden is about plants, but it's also about creating atmospheric spaces outside for people to enjoy -- somewhere to sit and have a conversation or maybe, like in the ancient Greek tradition, to just think. It's the same thing with Japanese gardens, where they feature rocks. Of course, plants are important in creating those spaces, but plants don't have to be preponderant.

Richardson: And it's wonderful for children. I took my boys there when they were 10 and 12. I mean, look at that mouth! And no one really understands what the symbolism is. It's a mystery.

23. Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte in Maincy, France

The central basin of the formal French garden at Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte in Maincy, France, which serves as the main axis of the garden. (c) Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte


Although he died at the turn of the 18th century, Andre le Notre remains France's most celebrated landscape designer. And while he's best known for masterminding the grounds of Versailles, many believe that the garden at Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte, begun 20 years earlier than Versailles, was actually his finest work. Widely considered a masterpiece of formal Baroque design, the garden is laid out around a 17th-century limestone chateau in the jardins a la Francais style, which was dedicated to imposing symmetry on nature. Spanning more than 80 acres of former woodland, the project stretches out along a nearly two-mile-long central axis lined with matching rows of pools, fountains and parterres. Owing to the prevalence of boxwood disease, the original parterre de broderie, with its ornate swirls of hedging inspired by 17th-century embroidery patterns, was replaced in 2019 with a contemporary artwork, "Rubans Ephemeres" ("Ephemeral Ribbons") by the French artist Patrick Hourcade, which mimics the intertwining lines of Le Notre's design using flat sheets of aluminum. The best time to visit Vaux-le-Vicomte is on Saturdays at sunset between late May and the end of September, when the park's 20 fountains, controlled by the original 17th-century hydraulic system, are turned on, treating onlookers to a dramatic water show. -- C.F.

An aluminum installation, "Ephemeral Ribbons" (2019) by Patrick Hourcade, has replaced the diseased boxwood shrubs at Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte. (c) Lourdel and Chicurel


A 17th-century engraving by Israel Silvestre of the Petites Cascades at Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte. Sepia Times/Universal Images/Getty Images


Mori: There's a lot of work with perspective in the design. It has distortions: You think a body of water is oval, but as you get closer you realize it's circular. As an architect, I think the way they constructed the total experience is brilliant.

Benech: Approaching from the terrace of the house, you have the feeling that the garden is going up while you're actually going down.

Mori: You can't photograph it well because it's all about illusion. The cameras can't capture it. And that's the reason to go visit.

Richardson: It's better than Versailles, isn't it?

Mori: Yes, I think so. It's a precedent for Versailles.

24. Villa Silvio Pellico-Vigna Barolo in Moncalieri, Italy

Clipped hedging around a reflecting pool at Villa Silvio Pellico-Vigna Barolo in Turin, Italy. (c) Emanuele & Raimonda Gamna


Set between cedar trees on a hill next to Turin, Vigna Barolo was built in the 18th century and was owned for a time by the Marquess and Marchioness of Barolo, who used it as a summer house. (The celebrated writer Silvio Pellico was their onetime secretary and librarian there.) After the death of the marchioness, it served for a time as an orphanage before falling into disrepair. In 1948, when Umberta Nasi Ajmone-Marsan purchased the place, the gardens were neglected and the front lawn ended in an abrupt 20-foot drop. Ajmone-Marson, a granddaughter of Fiat founder Giovanni Agnelli, enlisted the services of the British landscape architect Russell Page, who was making a garden for her cousin Gianni and his wife, Marella Agnelli. Page's preference for classical formality over the more cottagey leanings of his homeland were perfectly suited to the brief for this site -- that the formal part of the garden should be enjoyed as a view from the house. Sketching ideas over two years, Page settled on a cruciform layout: A vertical axis of clipped evergreens leads the eye through a double parterre, past a reflecting pool and toward a labyrinth of low hedging. The square pool at the garden's axis is flanked by a simple pool on either side, executed with characteristic understatement. To address the steep gradient from the front lawn, Page designed a double stone staircase that's hardly visible when seen from above. The overall result is a view of the garden from the villa that is, as intended, sublime. -- K.W.

The facade of the 18th-century Villa Silvio Pellico-Vigna Barolo. (c) Emanuele & Raimonda Gamna

The garden at Villa Silvio Pellico-Vigna Barolo, designed by the British landscape architect Russell Page. (c) Emanuele & Raimonda Gamna


Needleman: It's a great example of Russell Page's work.

Mori: Yes, it's wonderful.

Delavan: I love the compactness of this design, and how meticulous all the details are.

Brazilian: It reminds me so much of his garden at the Frick Collection in New York, which Page also designed [in 1977]. It's so pleasingly symmetrical, with a similar reflecting pool at its center.

Benech: But the garden has changed a lot since Page did it. There are no more santolinas, and the conifers he planted to hide some of the lower buildings are blocking the view now. But the garden is wonderful.

25. Edward James Sculpture Garden, Las Pozas, in Xilitla, Mexico

The Bamboo Palace at Las Pozas in Xilitla, Mexico. Courtesy of the Pedro y Elena Foundation/Google Arts & Culture


Created in the 1960s by the wealthy British expat, art patron and eccentric Edward James (whom Dali reportedly called "crazier than all the Surrealists put together"), this otherworldly sculpture garden features 34 follies across 22 acres of rainforest in central Mexico. Here, archways are arranged at chaotic angles among enormous concrete mushrooms, snakes and orchids, while elaborate, nonsensical structures composed of neo-Classical columns and stairways lead to nowhere and have names like "The House of Three Stories That Could Be Five" or "The House With a Roof Like a Whale." The landscape is just as attention-grabbing, with both native and cultivated plants like orchids, giant ferns and rosewood trees engulfing the sculptures, near which natural waterfalls flow and pool, reflecting strange silhouettes. After James's death in 1984, his once-private garden was managed first by the family of a longtime friend and then, starting in 2007, by an environmental conservation foundation, which restored its structures and opened it to the public. Today, with minimal signage and visitors only permitted as part of a guided tour, exploring the landscape still feels like stepping into a dream -- or, as James called it, a "Surrealist Xanadu." -- M.C.

Las Pozas's Don Eduardo Square and Bromeliad Fountain. Courtesy of the Pedro y Elena Foundation/Google Arts & Culture


Sargeant: I love gardens like this, with sculpture and with interesting buildings -- that interplay between the built environment and landscape is fascinating and beautiful. Because of the climate, a lot of the plants look as though they're taking over the sculptural pieces, which gives the garden a very intertwined look.

Needleman: He used the mood that a tropical junglelike garden can create in harmony with his surrealist sculptures. The two elements are working hand-in-hand to create something mysterious and magical.

Richardson: I agree with what everyone has said but ... it was built as a ruin -- and ruins are notorious for falling down.

Benech: Still, I'd like to go one day.

Sargeant: Take your hard hat, Louis!



At top: (c) Carol Casselden; Jerome Galland; Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria; (c) Chateau de Vaux-le-Vicomte; Frederic Soltan/Corbis via Getty Images; Howard Sooley
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Q. and A.


What It Takes to Be a 'Well Woman'

In her new book, "How to Be Well," the writer Amy Larocca draws readers down a rabbit hole of serums, supplements and colonics. We know a lot of it doesn't work. Why do we want it anyway?

Amy Larocca, the author of "How to Be Well: Navigating Our Self-Care Epidemic, One Dubious Cure at a Time." Celeste Sloman/Penguin Random House



By Marie Solis



May 12, 2025 at 01:32 PM

When I met the writer Amy Larocca at a cafe in the Boerum Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn on a recent afternoon, I could not help but notice: She had the glow. Or seemed to.

The glow, as Ms. Larocca explains in her new book, "How to Be Well: Navigating Our Self-Care Epidemic, One Dubious Cure at a Time," is what happens when you purify yourself "from the inside out." When you never miss a day of your skin care routine, regularly drain your lymphatic fluids and take your collagen supplements. But to truly glow, you must also practice mindfulness, self-care and, ideally, transcendental meditation, avoid processed junk and sleep at least eight hours every night.

Such are the exacting standards of a contemporary wellness culture that has swelled to encompass nearly every facet of life. Not just the serums we slather on our faces or the Pilates classes we scurry off to but the food we eat (always whole foods), the bowel movements we pass (must be "firm and beautifully formed") and the very thoughts we let enter our minds (intentional ones only).

It sounds like a lot of work. Or one might say it sounds like a lot of work -- if it were not so incumbent on a well woman to be perpetually at ease.

After talking to Ms. Larocca, 49, for an hour, I learned she did not do everything a well woman should. She tries to sleep a lot. She exercises regularly. And yes, she wears an Oura ring, the latest in wearable tech for tracking one's blood oxygen rate, body temperature and other biometrics.

But she does not observe 12-step routines of any kind. She is aware of the fact that dry-brushing may be a great way to exfoliate but that it probably does not drain your lymphatic fluid.

Sometimes, she participates in what she calls "recreational wellness," something she knows is not likely to achieve what it promises but that nonetheless brings her some form of pleasure. Ms. Larocca, who spent 20 years at New York magazine in various roles including fashion director, is no stranger to the intensely human draw to believe that some of these practices will give her a control over her life and her body that she knows is fundamentally unattainable -- which may be the emotional core of our wellness obsession.

This conversation, which took place over a matcha latte and an iced green tea, has been edited for length and clarity.

Going into your book, I had a much more narrow view of what wellness was. But I was compelled by your more capacious understanding of this world.

Wellness is really silly exercise classes. It's also underserved communities talking about how no one takes their health seriously. We can talk about the way the beauty industry uses wellness as a "get-out-of-jail-free" card when it wants to pretend it's feminist. We can talk about weird colonic therapists. We can talk about wellness as a socially acceptable term for eating disorders. There are 90 million ways to have a wellness conversation. In the end, I tried to say, wellness is all of this and we just live in this messed-up soup.

At this point, it seems hard to draw any firm boundaries around wellness.

Sometimes you see this when you go to these new medical practices. You're like, "Am I at a spa? A gym? A boutique hotel? At the doctor? In a Kate Hudson movie?"

 Penguin Random House


You started this book before Covid. How was your idea of wellness shaped by the pandemic?

It quickly became clear who was getting sick and who was dying from Covid. So the concept that was driving the project -- coming at it from the perspective of someone who has written about fashion and style all these years -- was that wellness had become this thing where we're being sold our own bodies with the same marketing techniques that people use to sell handbags or shoes or lipstick. It's incredibly dangerous to live in a society that treats health like a luxury product.

I liked that you pointed out some of the inconsistencies contained within wellness culture. At one point, you mention the concept of a single well-intentioned cigarette -- a little indulgence.

It's because all of these things reside within privilege. There's a term, the narcissism of small differences. The things that make someone unwell are so much bigger than whatever little wellness protocol. They're these larger socioeconomic factors.

Something I was thinking about as I read was the gendered aspect of wellness, and wellness as a kind of bonding exercise among women -- sharing your insecurities, how you want to self-improve, these personal routines.

I think it can be. Going to an exercise class with friends or to a spa -- it's definitely a bonding ritual for a lot of people. There are wellness social clubs, like Remedy Place. It can also be a form of entertainment or recreation. It's just a question of understanding its position and your expectations. It's important to say here: It's not like I hate wellness. I also participate in a lot of it. I think wellness is too entrenched in our lives to be "pro" or "anti."

I love the term "recreational wellness." It seems to relate to an experience I often have, which is knowing something is not going to work but doing it anyway.

It's a diversion. I exercise a lot -- part of it is for recreation, part of it is for actual health. I used to do my red light stuff and drink my collagen. Now I've sort of whittled it down. Every once in a while, a friend of mine will call me and be like, "My life has been changed by bovine colostrum!" And I'm like, "I need bovine colostrum!"

Recently, I was in a pharmacy filled with beautiful skin care products in an upscale part of Los Angeles. I knew I did not need anything, but I wanted it. And an elegant woman was floating around the store offering to help customers find what suited them.

It can really make you feel cared for and cosseted. It can feel really nice!

I thought about how it would feel to have all of these things in my medicine cabinet. I would feel like one of the fancy women walking around this neighborhood. Which goes back to the luxury aspect.

It's the same feeling of, "if I purchase this bag. ..."

Why is the pull so strong? We often know consciously that these products are not going to do what they say they will.

Wouldn't it be so great if they did, though? And in the absence of credible information from actual experts, there's this incredible opportunity. We want it to be true, and there's a loss of faith in the systems that are supposed to be protecting us and informing us. And it's on the left and the right. A lot of the Moon Juice products and the Infowars supplements have some of the same types of ingredients. The message on both sides is, "Prepare yourself for the collapse of the world! Wellness will save us from these terrible inevitabilities!"

Something about knowing that there is so much snake oil and bad information out there can also amplify the feeling that somewhere, hidden among these thousands of products, are maybe the two or three that "actually work."

Totally! I'm like, "Sometime, one of these Bobbi Brown emails is going to have that tip!" And what if that was the time I didn't click?
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Catherine, Princess of Wales, Steps Back Into the Fashion Spotlight

The British royal made a surprise appearance on Tuesday to present a fashion award named for Queen Elizabeth II.

Catherine, Princess of Wales, wore an olive suit by the British designer Victoria Beckham for the occasion.  Shaun James Cox/BFC



By Elizabeth Paton



May 13, 2025 at 04:10 PM

The fashion crowd in London is generally known for keeping cool. But on Tuesday, the editors and designers at a ceremony for one of the industry's most prestigious local awards became palpably excited when Catherine, Princess of Wales, emerged to present this year's Queen Elizabeth II Award for Design to Patrick McDowell, 29, a Liverpool-born designer.

Dressed in an olive Victoria Beckham suit and a white silk pussy-bow blouse, Catherine walked with Mr. McDowell among mannequins and models wearing the designer's looks inside 180 the Strand, the Central London building where the event took place. It was the second time the princess had presented the award, which was created by the British Fashion Council and the British royal family in 2018 to recognize the role London's fashion industry "plays in society and diplomacy."

The princess did not give public comments at the ceremony, but Mr. McDowell said that their private conversation touched on topics including a shared appreciation for craftsmanship and the designer's efforts to make collections in Britain and offer customers the option to repair or rework old garments.

Mr. McDowell added that, as Catherine toured the clothes on display, she took interest in a tailored sleeveless jacket called "the Wales jacket."

"She said, 'Why would you call it that?' with a big smile," Mr. McDowell said. "What a moment, to be sharing jokes with our future queen."

Patrick McDowell, left, a Liverpool-born designer and the winner of this year's Queen Elizabeth II Award for Design. Shaun James Cox/BFC


Catherine's appearance at the event came as she has been stepping up the pace and profile of her public engagements after her cancer diagnosis and treatment last year. In January, she said her cancer was in remission; about a month later, the Sunday Times of London published an article that suggested that Kensington Palace would no longer be disclosing any details of her outfits to the news media.

During the awards ceremony, the princess also met with other young designers who were on hand to showcase their wares, including Conner Ives, an American working in London whose "Protect the Dolls' T-shirt have spread widely on social media in recent weeks. On Tuesday, Mr. Ives was announced as the 2025 winner of the British Fashion Council/Vogue Designer Fashion Fund award, which came with a grant and an industry mentorship.

In past years, the Queen Elizabeth II Award for Design went to designers including Richard Quinn, S.S. Daley and Priya Ahluwalia. It has been presented in the past by other senior royals, including Queen Elizabeth II, King Charles III and Princess Anne.

Mr. McDowell, whose namesake brand was introduced in 2018, is known for offering made-to-order evening and occasion wear designed in London using recycled textiles and new sustainable materials like sequins made of cellulose. Lady Gaga, Sarah Jessica Parker and Keira Knightley are among the label's notable fans.

Winning the Queen Elizabeth II Award was "a wonderful pat on the back that provides a game-changing stamp of approval," Mr. McDowell said, as well as an "acknowledgment that working in a circular way is a way forward."

"I'd love to make a piece for her," Mr. McDowell added, referring to Catherine. "It would be a dream come true."
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Dwyane Wade's Next Big Play

The N.B.A. Hall of Famer is guest-editing a new magazine that aims to redefine how we see athletes.

Dwyane Wade photographed by Nolan Zangas for the inaugural issue of Players.
Jordan Clarkson Nolan Zangas/Players



By Vanessa Friedman



May 13, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Some people go to the Met Gala for the self-promotion. Some go because it's the ultimate game of dress-up. But Dwyane Wade, the N.B.A. Hall of Famer turned game-show host, brand ambassador and philanthropist, went for something else.

He went for the market research.

See, this week, Mr. Wade will assume yet another role: the guest editor of Players, a new magazine from the publishing company of the former French Vogue editor Carine Roitfeld, and the first dedicated solely to athletes and style. Or the style of athletes.

Forget the tunnel walk. Like the Met Gala, which was attended by more sports celebrities this year than ever before, including the co-chair and racecar driver Lewis Hamilton; the sprinter Sha'Carri Richardson; the W.N.B.A. players Angel Reese, Sabrina Ionescu and Breanna Stewart; and the N.F.L. quarterback Jalen Hurts, Players signals a new stage in the increasingly intertwined relationship of sports and fashion.

A biannual magazine, Players is the brainchild of Vladimir Restoin Roitfeld, its editor in chief and the chief executive of CR Fashion Book Ltd., which publishes the namesake style magazine founded by his mother, Carine.

Vladimir Restoin Roitfeld, the Players mastermind, at Paris Fashion Week in June 2024.  Lyvans Boolaky/Getty Images


"At CR, we were giving an incredible platform to models, to singers, to actors," Mr. Roitfeld said. "But, in my mind, athletes were even more interested in fashion than other celebrities. Actors, when they're not on the screen, try to have a more discreet life. But for athletes, fashion has always been important in building an identity."

He sensed opportunity -- not just to make a magazine for fashion people, but for sports fans. Think of it as a haute version of athlete trading cards. That's where Mr. Wade came in.

He is, Mr. Roitfeld said, "someone who really has a voice that speaks to the two industries." He brought with him sports credibility and fashion credibility.

The first issue, the one curated by Mr. Wade, is dedicated to basketball and features 10 different cover models -- among them, Cameron Brink, Jalen Green, Spike Lee, Jordan Clarkson, Giorgio Armani and Mr. Wade himself, all in fashion labels like Louis Vuitton, Balenciaga and Fear of God, photographed by names like Mario Sorrenti, Quil Lemons and Nick Knight.

The goal, Mr. Wade said, was to take athletes out of the arena and into the culturesphere, the better to bring their "personalities and characters to life." And it was, he added, about time.

"You can't think about fashion without thinking of athletes now," he said, "but it wasn't always that way. It took a while for the door to open for us."

Another shot of Mr. Wade for Players. Nolan Zangas/Players

The W.N.B.A. player Cameron Brink, photographed by Quil Lemons. Quil Lemons/Players


In many ways, working on Players was the culmination of work he had been doing since about 2008, when he first started to think that fashion might be useful in his life after basketball. That clothes could be a microphone of sorts, used for his own ends.

"Fashion is one place that can move culture forward," Mr. Wade said." There are not a lot of areas in life that have that kind of impact."

Still, while he had role models -- Pat Riley, Dennis Rodman, Allen Iverson -- the fashion world seemed largely closed to him. "Athletes are very long, and we're very gangly, and no one wanted to make special clothes for us at that time," Mr. Wade said. "Plus, it was before social media really blew up, so fashion couldn't see that someone like myself is walking in with an audience of 40 to 50 million people. They couldn't tell if athletes really helped the fashion space or not." It took him three years to meet Anna Wintour.

Knocking down the doors was a lot of work. "We had to sell ourselves," he said. "We had to write, essentially, short stories about why we should be at a fashion show. 'Hey, my name is Dwyane Wade. I would love to come to the Dsquared2 show.'"

It paid off. Fashion has become part of what Mr. Wade calls his "Chapter 3." The transformation really started after the killing of Trayvon Martin in 2012, when he purposefully wore a hoodie like the one the teenager had been wearing when he was shot to demonstrate solidarity. It was when Mr. Wade realized that clothing could be "bigger than just the newest thing. It could be a statement that allowed me to reach a lot of people I'd never been able to reach before," he said.

Jordan Clarkson photographed by Richie Talboy for Players. Richie Talboy/Players

Spike Lee photographed by Mario Sorrenti. Mario Sorrenti/Players


Mr. Wade, striking a pose. Nolan Zangas/Players


For him, editing Players became both proof positive of how far things had come and a way to pay it forward to give current players a boost -- not to mention an opportunity to nod to those who came before. (The Armani cover, for example, was done in honor of Pat Riley, the president of the Miami Heat whose penchant for Armani suits during his coaching days transformed the image of basketball in the 1990s.) Not that Mr. Wade does not think there is still a way to go.

"I think it'd be great for brands to collaborate more with athletes," Mr. Wade said. "They collaborate with a lot of other celebrities, and I would love to have more athlete voices in fashion, not just showing up, but really having a big impact."

As for Mr. Roitfeld, he sees the magazine as a platform that can spawn a host of brand extensions, including "fanzines" produced for different events.

One of the first covers features players from the New York Liberty. Their photo shoot will be reproduced as a broadsheet and handed out to fans at the opening game of the W.N.B.A. season on May 17; the covers will be displayed on the Jumbotron. There are plans for a similar handout in coordination with Lacoste during the French Open and at Wimbledon. And plans are already in the works for a special soccer issue for next year, when the World Cup comes to North America.

As it happens, Mr. Roitfeld has noticed a difference between working with athletes and working with other celebrities. "We've received thank you notes from players and their teams about how excited and how happy they felt shooting the story," Mr. Roitfeld said. "That doesn't happen very often."
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The Literary 'It' Girl Who Continues to Fascinate

Francoise Sagan's first novel, "Bonjour Tristesse," was published in 1954. With a new film adaptation, the book and its author still holds sway.

Francoise Sagan seemed to capture something: the jaded French bourgeoisie, in love, surrounded by interiors and style. Her books paint a vivid picture of a milieu she knew intimately. Keystone-France, via Getty Images



By Sadie Stein



May 14, 2025 at 10:00 AM

"Childhood is an image, which we decorate," Francoise Sagan wrote in her autobiography, "Reponses."

Ms. Sagan, born Francoise Delphine Quoirez, was only 18 when her first novel, "Bonjour Tristesse," published in 1954, caused a sensation across the globe. But she was not just a literary wunderkind: The teenage author became an object of worldwide press fascination (Pope Paul VI denounced the novel as "an example of irreligosity"), and the caricature of those years would haunt her.

From the get-go, many recognized Ms. Sagan as a genuine talent, with critics likening her to the fellow literary enfant terrible Colette. In Le Figaro, the French novelist Francois Mauriac called her a "charming monster," but conceded that "talent bursts on the first page. This book has all the ease, all the audacity of youth without having the slightest vulgarity." The philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre deemed her the real thing, and "Bonjour Tristesse" went on to win the Prix des Critiques in 1954.

While the author's own life encompassed the full spectrum of adult tragedies and pleasures -- as well as 20 books -- in the popular American imagination, her image seems curiously bound up with youth: "it" girl; French girl. Today, we might add "nepo baby" because of her parents' social connections -- her father was a prosperous industrialist, her mother from an old landowning family.

Naturally, this reputation conferred skepticism. (The fact that by age 21 her father had managed her earnings into a tidy fortune could not have helped.) There were those who were not shocked, yet unimpressed by what they regarded as a pampered daughter of the bourgeoisie, with middling talent and a great publicist. (This paper dismissed Ms. Sagan, calling "Bonjour Tristesse" an "immature little novel, mainly a catalogue of moods experienced under the strain of a father-complex by a fairly precocious French girl." )

"My feeling is that she represents something important in the French literary and cultural imagination," said the novelist Tash Aw. "There's also something about the setting of 'Bonjour Tristesse' that is so quintessentially French that it stays in the popular imagination even if people have never read the book."

The book is the story of a teenage girl and one eventful summer in the south of France, a coming-of-age novel that combines cleareyed insight with a vivid evocation of youth. The mixture of the well-educated bourgeois schoolgirl -- Ms. Sagan took her pen name from Proust and her debut's title from Paul Valery -- and frank discussion of adultery proved a potent combination. In a rapidly changing France, readers thrilled to a novel that expressed the ambivalence of generational shift; the rest of the world, long obsessed with a dynamic stereotype of French sophistication, was equally entranced by this prototypical, modern, politically engaged French girl.

First adapted for the screen by Otto Preminger in 1958, the film starred David Niven and Jean Seberg, forever conflating the author in the public imagination with the artless allure -- and iconic haircut -- of Ms. Seberg. A new adaptation was released this month, helmed by Durga Chew-Bose in her directorial debut -- with the blessing of the author's son, Denis. "Some people told us we were adapting their national anthem," Ms. Chew-Bose said.

"Bonjour Tristesse" was first adapted for the screen by Otto Preminger in 1958, the film starred David Niven and Jean Seberg. Columbia Pictures, via Getty Images


Throughout her career, Ms. Sagan was defiant, facing interviewers with a brittle sophistication. "All my life, I will continue obstinately to write about love, solitude and passion among the kind of people I know," she told an interviewer for The Transatlantic Review. "The rest don't interest me." These kinds of people would come to include louche luminaries like Truman Capote and Ava Gardner. Indeed, to her critics, the spigot of novels, plays, memoir, pop song lyrics and screenplays may have had more than a whiff of the dilettantish.

"I think that feeling of being very young and utterly world-weary is both a recipe for chic and, to use a word I hate, relatable," said the writer and translator Leslie Camhi. "Of feeling one's way blindly and realizing that the adults are just as lost as you are. Sagan's postwar French prosperity is haunted by a faint perfume of existentialist desperation."

Ms. Sagan certainly seemed to capture something: the jaded French bourgeoisie, in love, surrounded by interiors and style. Her books paint a vivid picture of a milieu she knew intimately. And in a world before autofiction, her best writing had tight and disciplined plotting. "Nothing is more unreal than certain so-called realist novels -- they're nightmares," she told The Paris Review.

To the author Claire Messud, "Bonjour Tristesse" -- and the furor surrounding its young author -- spoke to larger cultural tendencies: "French culture's intense desire, tendency (at that time at least, in the '50s) to celebrate adolescent female brilliance, however briefly."

Car crashes, youthful divorces from playboys, multiple affairs of variable happiness and substance abuse took their toll. Ms. Sagan was, the critic Bertrand Poirot-Delpech commented with relish, "a bird fallen from the nest on which modern cannibalism cut its teeth and won't give up." She found contentment and stability with the fashion stylist Peggy Roche, but after Ms. Roche's death she once again struggled with substance abuse; she died at 69 from a pulmonary embolism.

But somehow the timelessness of "Bonjour Tristesse" -- and perhaps, the legend of its author -- endures, urgent and relevant. As Ms. Chew-Bose put it, "I think any story told from the POV of a young woman trying to sort through the turmoil of coming-of-age will always feel modern to me."
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Can a $700 Calendar Save Your Marriage?

Your spouse can't read your mind. But these products promise to "externalize the primary caregiver's brain."




By Eliza Shapiro



May 12, 2025 at 10:01 AM

On a Thursday morning in March, my family needed to accomplish three things at exactly the same time.

My husband had to board a plane to return from a business trip in London. I had agreed to moderate a panel discussion about how the cost of child care in New York City is harming the local economy. And someone had to sign our daughter up for a first-come-first-served preschool program that typically fills its seats within 90 to 120 seconds of their online release at 10 a.m.

We had not properly accounted for this overlap through our shared Google calendar.

The school registration required multiple passwords that might have flummoxed various grandparents and caregivers. I wondered if it might be a funny bit for me to take out my laptop and frantically sign my child up for child care during a panel about child care, and then thought the better of it. We decided to let the whims of Heathrow Airport's Wi-Fi decide our daughter's future.

After the panel, I called my husband, who sounded breathless, as if he had been running laps. The sign-up page had prompted him for a confirmation code that he had not anticipated, throwing him for a loop. The internet had been spotty. We had gotten the seat, but it felt like a Pyrrhic victory.

Something, we agreed, would have to give.

Our snafu echoes across continents and generations, an age-old problem with a newish name: the mental load.

It's the tedious, all-consuming work of planning our lives, made all the more tedious when young children are in the mix and free time seems to shrink to fleeting glances.

It's figuring out which music class to sign up for, deciding what everyone should eat for dinner, texting five babysitters for next weekend until one says yes (and then actually taking the kid to the music class, buying the groceries and making the date night dinner reservation) that leads to burnout, resentment and, perhaps worst of all, dropped balls.

And all of those logistics and anxieties swirl around your brain, like socks in a dryer, especially, research tells us, if you happen to be a woman in a heterosexual relationship.

Enter the digital calendar, which aims to make invisible work very, very visible.

The Hearth was created by three working mothers. The goal, said Susie Harrison, one of Hearth's co-founders, was to "externalize the primary caregiver's brain." Hearth


We received ours five to seven business days after our Thursday morning meltdown. We had identified our problem -- essential information for our household was being shared only in snippets of conversation or haphazard Google calendar invites instead of one central place -- and searched for a solution with a monthly installment payment.

The Skylight Calendar, which can cost $170 to $630, depending on size, all with an optional $79 annual subscription fee to unlock special features, would make our scheduling conflicts impossible to ignore. The company took $30 off some of its calendars for Mother's Day.

Our various appointments, early-morning calls and evening drinks would be beamed 24 hours a day, in all their color-coded glory, from the Skylight's commanding position in the middle of our hallway.

About 888,000 families own a Skylight, its co-founder Michael Segal, who has two children under 2, told me. The Hearth, one of the first entries into the category of supersize calendars that you can hang on a wall, was created by three working mothers and is itself a supersized version of the Skylight. It sells for $700, with a $9 monthly fee, though the company also ran a sale for Mother's Day, offering 15 percent off for Mother's Day (an Instagram ad caption read: "Let Hearth plan, so Mom can play, too.)

The idea behind the product, said Susie Harrison, one of Hearth's co-founders, was to "externalize the primary caregiver's brain, and put that into a system that everyone could see." On the call, Ms. Harrison apologized for her glitchy phone service; her son was sick, and she had escaped to an upstairs room to chat for a few minutes.

I wanted to know how other families used their calendars, and spent the next few weeks talking with the tools' power users and skeptics: most partnered, all straight, with family budgets that could comfortably include a digital calendar. They were all ages 35 to 50, in the thick of raising young kids and juggling career demands.

As couples and parents across the country walked me through their lives -- how they got their kids to brush their teeth in the morning, how they planned for the week ahead, how they managed grocery lists -- I was left feeling a mix of awe and spiraling anxiety.

I wanted to know if these families felt that the money had been worth it, if they had finally found a technological solution to an analog problem at the heart of human nature: that we cannot read our spouse's minds, to know when they scheduled our kid's next dental appointment or gymnastics class.

Or, I wondered, had the purported fix uncovered new friction points, hiding in familiar gendered expectations of who does what to keep a household running.

The 'Calendar Partner'

I reached Linda Caro on a Friday morning, as she was preparing for a transcontinental flight. Ms. Caro and her husband are both flight attendants, working opposite schedules, and they are both technically based in New York City despite living in Redlands, Calif., with their two children, 10 and 13, who attend different schools.

She unwrapped the Skylight last year on Christmas morning, a gift from her husband who had noticed that putting some of their events on a whiteboard calendar -- and then taping their kids' school calendars into a semicircle around it -- wasn't really working.

"It was my system; nobody else really understood it," she said. But, she told me, she quickly became "obsessed" with her Skylight, and joined Facebook and Reddit groups for other die-hard users. "It's like something we wish we could have invented ourselves," she said. (Ms. Caro is such an enthusiastic user that she recently became an unpaid ambassador to the brand, allowing her to dispense 15 percent off discount codes to friends, for which she said she receives a small commission.)

She gave her two sisters, who live nearby, access so they could see when she would be flying and could help pitch in on child care. The kids can now check the calendar to track their parents' flight numbers. Ms. Caro even created an alert on the calendar to remind her husband to do the laundry -- a move that some husbands might see as overbearing but that Ms. Caro said hers was on board with. The other day she came home, and it was already folded.

Still, Ms. Caro is the only person in the family consistently adding events to the Skylight. "That's something we can work on," she admitted.

It is hard to avoid the dynamic of one spouse becoming the "calendar partner," a phrase that sent a chill down my spine when Allison Daminger, a sociologist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, explained it to me recently. (Professor Daminger called me from the first weeks of her maternity leave, assuring me that she was eager to use her brain for a few minutes.)

We talked about the remedy that many families land on when trying to redistribute household labor: using the skills they have learned at work to help run their family life.

"You don't always want to go from a day of back-to-back Zoom meetings and then go home and have a check-in meeting with your partner," said Professor Daminger, the author of the forthcoming book "What's on Her Mind: The Mental Workload of Family Life."

But that's exactly what several couples told me they do.

Matthew Kraft, who works in communications, told me he is the "de facto C.O.O." of his household. He lives in Norwalk, Conn., with his wife, Katarina Bridova, who commutes to her finance job on Wall Street three days a week, and their two daughters, who are 7 and 9.

The couple used their Hearth calendar, which they learned about when it was still a crowdfunded project, to figure out when they both had a 20-minute window to chat with me over the phone.

At 9:30 a.m. on the appointed date, I asked the couple whether it felt as if the tools they used to manage work and home felt too similar.

"We live and die by our calendars at work, and it's like, Are we teaching our kids to run their lives by calendars?" Mr. Kraft asked. "But I think it's one of those skills that needs to be learned, like learning to read a map."

Their Hearth is stationed outside the girls' bedrooms, and the calendar's "routines" tab, where they can add tasks like tooth-brushing and bed-making, has helped give their days more structure. (Mr. Segal, the Skylight founder, told me that the calendar's users have completed 88 million chores in the last six months alone.)

The couple is still refining how they use it. Ms. Bridova said she found it frustrating to interrupt her workday to put personal events into their shared calendar, which is how a furnace repairman mysteriously showed up at their front door the other day, startling Mr. Kraft while Ms. Bridova was at work -- an appointment she had forgotten to log on the Hearth.

Ms. Bridova got disoriented by the complex color-coding system they initially tried out, which felt like a kaleidoscope of anxiety.

"We are still working through the coloring," she said.

Maybe the best thing the Hearth has offered their family, Mr. Kraft said, is the ability to schedule their lives so completely that when he sees a blank square with no events, he knows that a rare, glorious day of total freedom is around the corner.

Who Knows When Trash Day Is?

The uncluttered calendar represents true logistical nirvana, said Eve Rodsky, who helped bring the idea of the mental load to the masses with her 2019 book, "Fair Play," and accompanying deck of cards, each with its own task, used by couples around the country to divvy up their responsibilities.

 hitandrun


Ms. Rodsky has put the system to work in her own home. Her husband is in charge of every aspect of the trash in their home -- from noticing when the garbage bags are running low and restocking them to sorting the recycling to picking a cadence for when the trash is taken out.

And when is Trash Day?

"I have no idea," she said, speaking to me from her car after a doctor's appointment ran late and spilled into our scheduled time to talk.

Owning every aspect of a task, a practice Ms. Rodsky has coined C.P.E., for conception, planning and execution, is the only way to truly lighten the mental load, she says. And you can't calendar your way out of that.

Ms. Rodsky has never seen "take out the trash" on their shared calendar, and hopes she never will.

"My biggest fear is the disappointment people are going to have when they think this amazing new shiny app will solve their gender-equity issues," she said.

Professor Daminger said she had been approached by some entrepreneurial digital calendar founders who wanted her advice on how these tools might help moms in particular. "I often end up being a buzzkill," she said, "where I say, 'I'm not sure this is actually going to change the underlying dynamic.'"

Ruth de Castro, who has two teenagers and works in technology, understands that dynamic well. Her marriage had long felt unequal, but absorbing Ms. Rodsky's work on the mental load was the final straw that led to her divorce, Ms. de Castro said.

"I didn't have language for why keeping all those things in my brain was driving me crazy," said Ms. de Castro, who lives in California's East Bay.

When she was still with her husband, she debated buying a Hearth -- "I was like, Do I really need this thing? It's 600 bucks," she recalled -- but took the plunge after she mixed up some dates and missed her daughter's ballet recital.

She uses the Hearth to help ease the scheduling burden of co-parenting her two teenagers with her soon-to-be-ex-husband. It's actually simpler now that she doesn't have to hope that her partner will add important appointments to the calendar.

"You can buy something really aesthetic and nice," she said. "But if you're not consistent as a parent, it's almost like another thing you have to micromanage."

That is the tension for many digital calendar power users: Buying one (or receiving one as a gift) acknowledges that something was wrong or overwhelming in the mechanics of family life. But it's not a simple plug-and-play solution.

Michelle Ali and her husband work at her family's flooring business in Suwanee, an Atlanta suburb, and the couple have a 1-year-old, a 6-year-old and a 15-year-old.

There is a lot going on, logistically and emotionally.

"I was feeling resentful that moms always have to have the family calendar in their head and I needed my family to be a little more accountable," she wrote in an email. "My husband is a fantastic partner. He shares a lot of the family duties and he is great with the kids. But still I felt like he was asking me 'what do we have going on this weekend?' And I would feel myself get frustrated and want to reply not-nicely."

Her parents gave her a Hearth for her 40th birthday, a few weeks after the new baby was born, to try to ease the burden.

When we spoke on the phone, Ms. Ali had mixed feelings about her new device. When the calendar first arrived, she hung it in the most prominent position on her family's gallery wall.

She hoped her oldest kid and husband would start logging their own appointments. But it didn't take right away. Eventually, she stopped trying so hard, and her husband and teenager decided, she said, to get their acts together.

Ms. Ali has tried to make the calendar more appealing by creating holiday and themed cover displays. As we were talking about one of her favorites -- her infant popping out of a pot of gold at the end of a rainbow on St. Patrick's Day -- I got an email from the pediatrician's office.

My daughter was rounding her second week of a faucet-level runny nose, and I wanted to see whether she had an ear infection. I could bring her in before the office closed, but I'd have to leave work in the next few minutes. It was too late even to put the appointment on the calendar. I explained the situation to Ms. Ali.

As we got off the phone, I thanked her for her time and wished her good luck with everything. "Good luck with your logistics, too," she said, as kind a send-off as I could have imagined. I said goodbye, shoved my laptop in my bag and ran out the door. I was already late.
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A High School Festival Keeps Duke Ellington Very Much Alive

Essentially Ellington once again brought the world's best high school jazz musicians to New York. Over the last 30 years, the event has reshaped how jazz is taught.

The atmosphere was festive at the Essentially Ellington big band festival in New York, with members of several high school bands playing together in the hallways of Jazz at Lincoln Center on Saturday. 



By Chris Almeida
Photographs and Video by Gus Aronson



May 13, 2025 at 02:30 PM

In a dressing room behind the stage in the Metropolitan Opera House, Wynton Marsalis, the trumpeter and educator, intently watched a live feed of the big band representing the Osceola County School for the Arts, from Kissimmee, Fla. They were playing Dizzy Gillespie's "Things to Come," a piece that can expose any weaknesses in a big band. Being a good jazz musician isn't just about playing fast and loud and high, but this song requires musicians to do all of that.

The school's lead trumpet player was in the middle of a solo. A dexterous player who could hit the high notes, he sounded like a professional. "Watch, the director's going to wave off the backgrounds here," Mr. Marsalis said, using some colorful language to say the soloist had not gotten to his good stuff yet.

The director then made a small gesture to the rest of his band, telling them to wait to let the solo develop. It was a chart that Mr. Marsalis, the managing and artistic director of Jazz at Lincoln Center, had surely heard live hundreds of times, but each time it is full of small decisions like these, making it a new experience.

Video: 

The songs performed at the festival involve a great deal of improvisation, with Paolo Zulueta-Lomanno, a saxophonist from Osceola County School for the Arts in Kissimmee, Fla., taking the lead on Saturday.

It has been nearly a century since Duke Ellington's orchestra became the house band at the Cotton Club on 142nd Street. Even there, where Ellington and his group of Black musicians played in front of all-white audiences, patrons were expected to be active listeners. Ellington is quoted in the book "Duke Ellington's America" as saying the club "demanded absolutely silence" during performances, and that anybody making noise would quickly be ushered out the door.

Ellington knew his work had a signature. He wrote with particular members of his orchestra, like the saxophonist Johnny Hodges or the trumpeter Cootie Williams, in mind, and he believed that nobody else could sound like them, no matter how hard they tried.

Still, at Essentially Ellington, an annual high school big-band festival organized by Jazz at Lincoln Center and held over the weekend, teenagers from all over the world tried their hardest to channel those musicians anyway.

The festival used to have a reputation for being cutthroat, but organizers have intentionally tried to lighten the mood.


Any instrument in any room became a place for people to collaborate and have fun.

Randall Becton, Jr., left, and Corbin Hester, of Memphis Central High School in Tennessee worked together on a bass.


Video: 

Diego Aviles-Martinez of the Osceola County School for the Arts band was one of many musicians taking the time to hone his craft.

This year, in honor of the 30th anniversary of the festival, 30 big bands of the 127 that sent in application tapes came to New York to compete for top honors, up from the usual 15. The finalists included 27 American groups and bands from Australia, Japan and Spain. Each group selected three songs to perform from the Essentially Ellington library. The top 10 finishers advanced to a second and final, competitive round. The top three then played an exhibition concert -- at the opera house instead of at Jazz at Lincoln Center's Rose Theater, since the additional capacity was needed -- before a winner was announced.

But the event's vibe, while exacting, does not feel like something out of the movie "Whiplash" -- at least not anymore. Years ago, organizers felt the competition was getting too cutthroat, and looked to soften its edges. Now, students perform, but also jam with kids from other schools, attend clinics with professionals, and have meals where they're seated not by school, but by the instrument they play. In the hallways, members of different schools spontaneously burst into song together.

"It's like the top arts festival," said Julius Tolentino, the jazz director at Newark Academy in Livingston, N.J., whose band won the competition in 2024. "There's nothing that compares to this. They roll out the red carpet for the students. It's changed the way band directors all over the world deal with jazz music."

The Metropolitan Opera House provided some strange places to practice for people like Louis Fernandez Guzman of Osceola County School for the Arts. 


The pressure was on for Memphis Central High School before their final performance on Sunday.

Behind the center stage at Jazz at Lincoln Center there is a wall where performers can leave a signature to mark their appearance.


The organization's work isn't limited to the contest. It runs an annual training program for band directors and sends out professional musicians, often members of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, to help guide bands that qualify for the finals.

The festival also doubles as a tool for the creation of a big band canon. For 30 years, the Jazz at Lincoln Center team has created sheet music for pieces by Ellington and some of his contemporaries, like Gillespie or Count Basie or Benny Carter, and has sent it out to schools interested in competing, for free. That process is not always simple, and often involves digging through the archives at the Smithsonian to look at existing, handwritten scores and transcribing from recordings.

Video: 

The chaos of so many musicians coming together in one place can be a beautiful thing.

"There's a philosophy that jazz is a methodology, not an art form that has a canon," said Todd Stoll, the vice president of education at Jazz at Lincoln Center. "The historical viewpoint of this music was, I won't say ignored, but it wasn't something that there was much focus on at the university level. I went all the way through a master's degree at a major conservatory. I never played a note of Duke Ellington's music."

That would be unfathomable now, in part because of the work that Jazz at Lincoln Center has done. Mr. Marsalis bristled at the idea that Ellington was not an international star before the festival existed, but Essentially Ellington, and the work that makes it possible, may do as much as anything to ensure that his work persists.

Wynton Marsalis, the trumpeter and educator, has been at the center of debates about the jazz canon for decades.


In honor of the 30th anniversary of the festival, 30 big bands came to New York to compete for top honors, up from the usual 15.

Dr. Ollie Liddell, the band director at Memphis Central High School, is also responsible for the school's marching band and concert ensembles.


For Mr. Marsalis, who has been at the center of debates about the jazz canon for decades, this could be a victory lap. But he insists on Essentially Ellington as an example of how playing old music does not need to be a backward-looking endeavor.

"We are not cynical," he said. "When you're establishing a new mythology, how much time do you have to attack the old mythology?"

Every band that auditions for a spot in New York is a part of that new mythology, an example of how the music is not a historical document, but something that is alive as long as it is being interpreted.

The experience, however, can be intimidating until you are a part of it.

Video: 

Juan Alvardo of Osceola County School for the Arts in Kissimmee, Fla., played piano during a sound check at the opera house.

When Dr. Ollie Liddell, the band director at Memphis Central High School in Memphis, first saw videos on YouTube of groups that had reached the finals of the Essentially Ellington festival, over a decade ago, he thought to himself: "We're never going to have a band that good."

Memphis Central is a public high school, and like most public school band directors, Dr. Liddell is responsible for not just the jazz band, but the marching band and concert ensembles, too. He has to handle fund-raising and convince clinicians to come in and work with his band. None of his jazz students receive private instruction, save one, who receives lessons from a Memphis Central alumnus over Zoom. Essentially Ellington can't always be top of mind.

That's not the case for many of the groups that make it to New York, with arts magnet schools and private academies offering instrument-specific instructors, and a number of students taking private lessons as well. But even without those luxuries, a resourceful director and passionate kids can still compete. The proof? Memphis Central took first place at this year's competition.

The finalists included 27 American groups and bands from Australia, Japan and Spain.


Cayden Gowie, left and Jayden Pagan of Osceola County School for the Arts.

As the event concluded, students from various schools all celebrated together. Gus Aronson for The New York Times


Video: 

Despite not having the resources and funding of some of the other schools, the Memphis Central band came out on top, winning the festival on Sunday.

It is a cliche to say that jazz is an interactive music, a conversation. But those conversations aren't confined to the stage. On Saturday, during its final performance for the judges, Memphis Central took the stage and the sound of Ellington's "Rockabye River" came all at once. The rumble of the drum set's low tom. The shout of the horns. The growling trumpet soloist punctuating each of the written phrases.

The work was brought to life and made new. A crowd filled with competitors and rivals sat with wide eyes and open mouths, with some yelping their approval.

None of them, clearly, were cynical.

After his band's win was announced, Dr. Liddell, who once believed he could never put together a band strong enough to compete, celebrated with his students.
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Times Insider


Finding Stats, and Stories, About 'Crime-Free Housing' Laws

An investigation from The New York Times and The Illinois Answers Project found that renters in Illinois risked eviction if they had too much contact with the police.

Catherine Lang was evicted from her apartment after the police charged her with driving drunk. Months later, she was found not guilty. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Sidnee King Pineda



May 13, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

I met Catherine Lang at a Starbucks in Tinley Park, Ill., one day last summer.

We exchanged niceties, acknowledging that it was, in fact, a bit weird to tell one's story to a total stranger. Then she shared with me, in great detail, how crime-free housing policies had changed her life.

In 2021, when Ms. Lang was 31, she was arrested and charged with driving drunk. The police told her landlord that, because of her arrest, she would need to be evicted from her apartment in Tinley Park within a few weeks.

Months later, a jury found her not guilty. But by then, Ms. Lang had moved into her parents' home a town over and was saving up to buy a place of her own. She was done with renting -- it no longer felt safe, she said.

For Ms. Lang, it seemed the interview was an opportunity to share her side of the story. For me, it was the culmination of months of reporting. It was the first time I had been able to sit down in person with someone who had found themselves on the wrong side of what are known as crime-free housing laws, local laws that can penalize renters for contact with law enforcement.

In an investigation published today, The New York Times and The Illinois Answers Project found that, from 2019 to 2024, there were more than 2,000 cases across 25 Illinois cities in which city officials told landlords that their renters were in violation of crime-free housing ordinances.

These ordinances are meant to keep neighborhoods safe by evicting dangerous criminals. But more than 1,300 cases, we found, were based on misdemeanors or noncriminal offenses.

We found nearly 500 cases in which tenants -- and sometimes, entire households -- had been evicted from their homes between 2019 and 2024, in many cases for minor crimes or allegations that had not been fully investigated or that had gone unproven.

The investigation found nearly 500 cases in which tenants were evicted from their homes between 2019 and 2024. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times

 Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


The idea for the story came across my desk almost two years ago. I received a tip from a lawyer about a woman who was suing the village of Richton Park for evicting her under crime-free housing laws after she called the police to report a shooting on her block. At the time, I thought her story would be one of very few.

But when I dug into crime-free housing policies in Illinois, I learned that housing advocates, who say the ordinances disproportionately affect people of color and low-income residents, had been trying to compile enforcement cases in the state for more than a decade, to little avail. Most of them told me it was difficult to track down people who had been affected by crime-free housing enforcement.

I spoke with lawyers who had helped their clients sue cities over particularly egregious cases. One woman was threatened with eviction after her son's friend gave the police her address as his residence when he was arrested on shoplifting charges.

Each story made me more eager to find a systematic way to track crime-free enforcement cases in Illinois.

I looked at every city in the state that had a law written into its municipal code that penalized landlords or tenants for contact with law enforcement. Fifty-five of those municipalities had crime-free housing programs that were run by the city or local police departments, which trained landlords to closely monitor criminal or nuisance activity in rental properties. I filed records requests in every one of those towns. Thirty cities denied or did not respond to requests made through the Freedom of Information Act, or said they did not keep records of ordinance enforcement.

When municipalities did respond, the records often included enforcement letters informing landlords of criminal or nuisance activity, eviction case records and internal reports from city and police officials.

The records were a start, but they were often incomplete or had been redacted to exclude tenants' names and demographic information. The advocates were right: It was difficult to get in touch with people personally affected by crime-free housing.

Tenants often left their homes after receiving a 10-day notice from the city or their landlord, leaving no paper trail. When they were evicted through a court order, eviction records typically did not cite crime-free housing as the basis for the case. And, in many cases, the pain and embarrassment of losing a home was just something people did not want to talk about.

I drove around the suburbs of Chicago, knocking on doors and leaving fliers on porches, asking if people felt they had been wrongly evicted and offering my contact information if they wanted to share their story. I spent hours at courthouses taking notes on eviction and criminal cases. And I sent dozens of direct messages to people on Facebook and Instagram.

Ms. Lang was the first of what would be a number of other interviews.

We cataloged dozens of cases in which tenants had had their housing threatened over offenses committed by someone other than the leaseholder. I spoke with tenants who had been forced to live in their cars or crash on friends' couches while they tried to find a new place to live.

I also spoke with supporters of crime-free housing programs who pointed to the hundreds of cases in which tenants had been flagged for repeat problems or dangerous and violent behavior. The main arguments for strengthening crime-free housing programs hinge on a belief that cases like the hundreds we found were the exceptions, not the norm.

Crime-free housing was intended to keep neighborhoods safe. Our investigation contributes to a conversation about whether that model, which can sweep up people not yet proven guilty of alleged crimes, is doing more harm than good.

Reporting for this article was supported by a grant from the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation. Funders have no control over the selection and focus of stories or the editing process and do not review stories before publication. The Times retains full editorial control of this story.
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Quote of the Day: California's Long Record of Resilience Is About to Be Tested, Signs Indicate

May 15, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"It's not helpless, but it is Sisyphean."

DONNA DOJARSKY, a longtime civic leader and Democratic activist in California, a state that some officials say is facing an unprecedented confluence of forces that will test its record of enduring catastrophes, natural and otherwise.
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travel 101


How to Haggle When There's No Set Price

Bargaining, a common practice in many countries, may seem daunting to first timers. Here are some tips to get a fair deal, and maybe even make a new friend.

 Weston Wei



By Ruffin Prevost



Apr 18, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When you buy something at your local supermarket, you generally pay the price on the tag -- easy. But in places like Turkey, Vietnam, Egypt, Morocco, Peru, China and West Africa, prices are not always set in advance. You may find yourself haggling over the cost of souvenirs, produce, taxi rides and more.

It's normal to feel awkward, maybe a bit anxious, over an unfamiliar practice. Are you overpaying? Are you driving too hard of a bargain? Is this even something a conscientious traveler should do? And if so, where do you begin?

Here are some tips for negotiating a price that leaves everyone feeling good.

Be bold, but respectful

Before you go shopping, ask hotel staff or a local guide whether haggling is normal in your destination and about fair prices for key items on your wish list. Or just watch local buyers, then mirror their bargaining approach and how much they pay. Haggling is most common in outdoor markets, bazaars and tourist districts, said Ozcan Kaya, 27, who has sold carpets for a decade in his family's shop in Istanbul.

Then, once you hit the market, don't be shy: Merchants will expect you to negotiate, and it's not impolite to do so, especially if you learn a few bargaining phrases in the local language.

Remember that in a fair deal, both sides win. The seller should make some money, and you should not wind up feeling fleeced.

Jill Moser, 49, a jewelry artisan and frequent traveler from Fort Worth, said she works hard to strike the right balance.

"I'm OK if I pay just a little more than a local would," she said. "But no one wants to be taken advantage of. It's about mutual respect."

Shop around

If you spot something you're desperate to possess, do some comparison shopping first. You can always come back if the item is unique.

While you're browsing, set a mental price limit so you don't get pressured into overpaying, and bring enough cash in small bills. You may also benefit from first practicing your haggling skills on a less expensive item that you could live without.

Merchants in high-traffic spots like Istanbul's Grand Bazaar typically pay higher rents, Mr. Kaya explained. If you check the side streets, he said, "you can always get it much cheaper."

Don't quibble over pennies

Consider how much you're haggling over. If the price is little more than pocket change, consider simply paying the asking price.

A small amount may not matter to you, but it can matter greatly to many sellers, said Chris Solt, 52, of Lancaster, Pa., executive director of the nonprofit Fair Trade Federation, an organization focused on equitable global trading partnerships.

Many of these sellers specialize in homegrown or handmade items, Mr. Solt said, so be wary of "knockoffs of very traditional cultural products and craft traditions," which can end up "undercutting the viability and sustainability of those livelihoods."

Find the middle ground

Now you're ready to go for it. First, ask the price, but don't make an offer right away. Follow up by inquiring about a discount, then suggest a lower number, Mr. Kaya recommended.

It's OK to "just smile and tell them what would be a better price for you," he said.

In a typical scenario, the buyer might counter a seller's asking price at anywhere from 25 to 75 percent of the initial offer, eventually meeting somewhere in the middle. It's tricky, because countering too low could be insulting, while going too high can result in overpaying. But erring on the low side leaves you more room to negotiate.

Hold your ground if you think you've proposed a fair price, based on your comparison shopping, input from locals and seeing what others pay. Don't feel as if you need to fill an awkward silence with a higher offer -- a common rookie mistake.

Be prepared to walk away. Ignore any emotional appeals and provocations: You're under no obligation to buy. You might be surprised at how a polite "No, thank you" can elicit a final, rock-bottom price from a pushy or intransigent seller.

You can also get a better deal if you buy several items at once. That applies whether purchasing three handmade carpets or a dozen postcards.

Andres Acosta, 34, sells tote bags printed with his own custom designs in Madrid's El Rastro street market. Though he typically doesn't haggle much, he will give discounts for quantity purchases.

Keep it positive

Embracing a fun, playful attitude usually works better than getting aggressive, said Abdellah Elfirdaoui, 32, a shopkeeper in the souks of Marrakesh, Morocco. Exchanging names and making small talk help build rapport, making it easier to strike a deal. "We are in this life together to help each other," he said. "It's always best to be nice."

Mr. Acosta, the merchant from El Rastro, also had some advice: "Being polite opens a lot of doors," he said. Negotiating prices, he added, is "all a game, and it depends completely on the mood -- theirs and mine."
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Corrections: May 15, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, May 15, 2025.

May 15, 2025 at 04:59 AM

FRONT PAGE

An article on Sunday about the ways that supporters of President Trump have viewed his first 100 days in office misstated the location where Emily Haraldsson, a tech worker, resides. She lives in Jefferson County, Ky. -- not Lexington County, Ky., which does not exist.

PAGES A2-A3

An article on Sunday about a brass bracelet that was given to a Times journalist while he was covering the Vietnam War misstated the year Ralph Blumenthal began covering the war for The Times. It was 1969, not 1968.

NATIONAL

An article on Tuesday about criticism by Jewish environmental activists of Lee Zeldin's role in weakening rules designed to limit pollution and global warming described incorrectly the connection of Mr. Zeldin's grandfather, Abraham Jacob Zeldin, to the Farmingdale Jewish Center on Long Island. While Abraham Jacob Zeldin helped to oversee the conversion of the building into a synagogue, he was not the founder of the center. The article also referred incorrectly to Abraham Jacob Zeldin's occupation. He was not a rabbi.

ARTS

A theater review on Monday about "Hamlet Hail to the Thief" in Manchester, England, misidentified a character. She is Ophelia, not Olivia.

OBITUARIES

Because of an editing error, an obituary on Tuesday about Johnny Rodriguez, the Mexican American country music star, misstated the status of Mr. Rodriguez's marriage to Debbie McNeely at the time of his death. They were still married, according to his daughter; they were not divorced.

An obituary on Tuesday about William H. Luers, a longtime diplomat who later became president of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, misidentified the president with whom Vaclav Havel, the president of Czechoslovakia, met in the White House in 1990 when Mr. Luers arranged for Mr. Havel to visit the museum. It was George H.W. Bush, not George W. Bush.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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