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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Supreme Court divided over nationwide injunctions in birthright citizenship case
        Washington Post staff

        The Supreme Court heard arguments about injunctions against Trump's order to end birthright citizenship for those born to parents of undocumented immigrants or foreign visitors.

      

      
        Live updates: Trump, during Mideast trip, says a meeting with Putin is key to Russia-Ukraine talks
        Michael Birnbaum, Matt Viser, Victoria Bisset, Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang

        President Donald Trump stopped at al-Udeid Air Base -- an important hub for the U.S. military in recent decades -- before heading to Abu Dhabi.

      

      
        Ed Martin publicizes ethics probe he says was wrongly disclosed
        Spencer Hsu

        Former D.C. U.S. attorney nominee revealed he faces a legal disciplinary review in an all-office goodbye email, while claiming his confidentiality was violated.

      

      
        David Hogg, who has rankled DNC, makes first endorsement in open Ill. race
        Dylan Wells

        The DNC vice chair used his organization Leaders We Deserve to back liberal state Sen. Robert Peters in an open congressional race in Illinois. Hogg has drawn criticism over his strategy of involving himself in primaries.

      

      
        Wisconsin judge pleads not guilty to obstructing ICE arrest
        Patrick Marley

        Milwaukee County Judge Hannah Dugan entered her plea two days after a federal grand jury returned an indictment.

      

      
        In final Qatar stop, Trump hopes for Iranian nuclear deal, ceasefire in Ukraine
        Matt Viser, Michael Birnbaum

        President Donald Trump offered another glimpse of an emerging, sometimes contradictory foreign policy doctrine: trying to end various conflicts around the globe while vowing not to withdraw from the world entirely.

      

      
        Supreme Court to weigh orders halting Trump's birthright citizenship ban
        Ann Marimow

        The Trump administration asked the justices to narrow or limit nationwide injunctions that stopped its birthright citizenship ban while litigation continues.

      

      
        Newsom toughens stance on immigrant benefits, homelessness as pressures loom
        Maeve Reston

        The California governor is taking harder lines as he confronts a budget shortfall, frustrations among constituents and other pressures that hover over his national ambitions.

      

      
        Democrats rattled again by fresh claims that Biden aides hid his frailty
        Naftali Bendavid, Dan Merica, Paul Kane

        A new book and Biden's public appearances are potential distractions as the party seeks to focus on Trump.

      

      
        Trump announces large purchase of Boeing jets by Qatar Airways
        Matt Viser, Michael Birnbaum, Abbie Cheeseman, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek

        Trump arrived in Qatar for the second leg of his Middle East trip after meeting Syria's leader in Saudi Arabia earlier Wednesday.
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Live updates: Supreme Court divided over nationwide injunctions in birthright citizenship case
The Supreme Court heard arguments about injunctions against Trump's order to end birthright citizenship for those born to parents of undocumented immigrants or foreign visitors. 
By Washington Post staff, Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal, David Nakamura, Matt McClain, Perry Stein | 2025-05-15
The Supreme Court appeared divided after hearing arguments Thursday about the power of lower courts to issue nationwide injunctions, including rulings that have blocked President Donald Trump's executive order restricting the guarantee of birthright citizenship nationwide.
Several liberal justices argued that Trump's order denying automatic citizenship for U.S.-born babies is blatantly at odds with more than a hundred years of Supreme Court precedent. The court only indirectly considered the citizenship issue as it was more directly being asked to weigh the scope of nationwide injunctions. The arguments on Thursday -- lasting a little more than two hours -- largely focused on that issue.
The Trump administration asked the justices to scale back nationwide injunctions to apply only to the pregnant women, immigrant advocacy groups or states that challenged the ban -- which opponents say conflicts with the Constitution, past court rulings and the nation's history. More than 300 lawsuits have been filed challenging Trump's actions, and courts in many cases have at least temporarily blocked many of his initiatives.
Solicitor General D. John Sauer told the justices that relief should be granted to people who sued, not other people, which he said "results in all these problems." Justice Clarence Thomas, who asked the first question, said the country "survived until the 1960s" without nationwide injunctions. Justice Elena Kagan, a former solicitor general, questioned the practical effects of limiting nationwide injunctions, asking how else courts could address unconstitutional issues.
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Live updates: Trump, during Mideast trip, says a meeting with Putin is key to Russia-Ukraine talks 
President Donald Trump stopped at al-Udeid Air Base -- an important hub for the U.S. military in recent decades -- before heading to Abu Dhabi.


By Michael Birnbaum, Matt Viser, Victoria Bisset, Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Spencer Hsu, Ben Brasch, Dylan Wells, Jeremy Roebuck, Patrick Marley, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Anna Liss-Roy, Marianne LeVine, Dan Lamothe, Karishma Mehrotra, Ann Marimow, Brianna Tucker | 2025-05-15
President Donald Trump, speaking as his Middle East trip continued Thursday, said he does not expect progress in Russia-Ukraine peace talks until he meets personally with Russian President Vladimir Putin. "Nothing is going to happen until Putin and I get together," Trump told reporters aboard Air Force One en route to the United Arab Emirates. Earlier Thursday, Trump held open the possibility that he could attend talks on a Russia-Ukraine ceasefire in Turkey on Friday. During his last stop in Qatar on Thursday, he delivered a meandering, campaign-style speech to U.S. troops stationed there. After arriving in the United Arab Emirates, Trump visited a mosque. He is being feted Thursday night with a state dinner at the presidential palace in Abu Dhabi.
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Ed Martin publicizes ethics probe he says was wrongly disclosed   
Former D.C. U.S. attorney nominee revealed he faces a legal disciplinary review in an all-office goodbye email, while claiming his confidentiality was violated.
By Spencer Hsu | 2025-05-15

Interim U.S. attorney for D.C. Ed Martin speaks during a news conference Tuesday in Washington. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Justice Department official Ed Martin, whose nomination to serve as U.S. attorney in D.C. stalled in the Senate, is under investigation by an ethics office that handles attorney discipline in Washington, he said in an office-wide goodbye email Wednesday.
On his last day as interim U.S. attorney before heading to the Justice Department, Martin alerted his office's roughly 350 attorneys and 400 staff members to the matter while claiming his confidentiality had been violated. Martin alleged that the legal ethics office, called the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, had inappropriately notified a unit of his U.S. attorney's office of the probe.
Martin identified the case number, 2025-D047, but not the specific allegations against him. Democratic lawmakers and groups have accused Martin of abusing his power, seeking the suspension of his law license or other penalties. In complaints lodged with the Office of Disciplinary Counsel's chief, Hamilton P. "Phil" Fox, they alleged that Martin has used the threat of prosecution to intimidate and chill the speech of perceived adversaries such as lawmakers, protesters, journalists, medical journals and others he said opposed the agendas of President Donald Trump or billionaire adviser Elon Musk, even in instances when they did not commit a crime but "acted simply unethically."
Trump announced last week that he was replacing Martin, whose Senate nomination had stalled, with Fox News host Jeanine Pirro, a former Westchester County, New York, prosecutor and judge who was sworn in as interim U.S. attorney at noon Wednesday. Trump shifted Martin to the Justice Department as associate deputy attorney general and pardon attorney, where he'll also lead a task force investigating the "weaponization" of federal law enforcement against the president's supporters. A lawyer found to have violated ethics rules can be subject to law license suspension or other penalties, although the process can take years.
In a letter Martin attached to his email, he asked the court that oversees the counsel's office to suspend and investigate Fox and dismiss his case, claiming it was being weaponized by Fox against him. Martin said that he "objected" to being mailed a copy of the complaint against him and related materials, and that a separate copy was emailed to an intake address for the U.S. attorney office's civil division.
"It appears that he [Fox] wanted people to know about this complaint. Why else would email it to Intake Email Box of the United States Attorney's Office's Civil Division when he already had my work and personal email accounts?" Martin wrote in the letter, which was viewed by The Washington Post.
Fox, whose office investigates and prosecutes allegations of misconduct by lawyers, declined to comment. So did spokespeople for the Board of Professional Responsibility, which oversees the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, and for Chief Judge Anna Blackburne-Rigsby of the D.C. Court of Appeals, which oversees the board.
The three offices that handle allegations of professional impropriety against D.C. lawyers operate confidentially and typically do not make statements unless any decisions or findings have been reached. Under rules guiding the process, Fox and his office are subject to court oversight over all disciplinary matters. Complaints against the office are referred by the court to the board for investigation.
Martin's letter appeared to describe a notification process used when a lawyer does not respond to a complaint as required, three people said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe internal processes.
The disciplinary counsel's office annually receives about 1,000 complaints, of which a small fraction state a plausible violation of legal rules and trigger the opening or "docketing" of an investigation. In those cases, the office then sends a letter to the lawyer's email address on file notifying them of the complaint and the obligation to respond.
This includes prosecutors in the U.S. attorney's office who are accused of misconduct and who have faced investigation by Fox's office in the past. If the lawyer fails to answer before a deadline, a second letter and notice is routinely sent by email and certified mail -- with signed receipt required -- to other known addresses. The process is meant to ensure the lawyer receives notice and that the first attempt was not sent to an incorrect address, caught in a spam filter or otherwise not opened. Letters are marked "CONFIDENTIAL."
Based on the response, the office determines whether the matter should be dropped, investigated further or formally charged for adjudication by a review panel.
On Wednesday, some members of the U.S. attorney's office said they found Martin's email perplexing. "His complaint was that it was confidential, but then he reveals it to the whole office?" said one, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation. "It's not like any of us knew about it."
Martin has said he sends office emails "as press notifications," mindful that they will be become public, while also arguing that such disclosure is wrong. He has a history of battling with judges he opposes, and has incurred fines and court contempt citations over the years.
Lawyers and staff at the U.S. attorney's office, like large law firms in D.C., are trained to handle confidential legal matters, and intake processes are usually compartmentalized, such as through a section chief and paralegal, according to current and former prosecutors. Martin in his letter said, however, that "more and more people" heard about the matter because employees asked "their superiors and colleagues what to do."
Martin did not say in his letter whether he formally responded to his initial notification, when he was notified or why he objected to being mailed the complaint, writing only "I objected to it." Spokespeople for the U.S. attorney's office and for Martin did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Under Board of Professional Responsibility rules, complainants are notified if an investigation has been opened or declined, or is already under investigation under a related matter.
The liberal-leaning advocacy group Demand Progress filed a complaint May 7 and received a letter dated May 13 from Fox's office requesting further documentation by May 20 and saying the case had not yet been docketed.
Senate Democratic Whip Dick Durbin (Illinois) and other Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee brought a separate complaint against Martin on March 6. A spokesperson for Durbin declined to comment Wednesday about whether the senators had been told the status of their complaint.
Martin himself previously attempted to write to Fox alleging that the professional disciplinary apparatus for lawyers in D.C. had allowed itself to be used to target Trump allies and advance Democrats' political agenda.
Martin accused Fox of targeting individuals "based on a policy or political disagreement" and demanded information about how the office handles complaints from what Martin called "political hit squads."
After a request from Durbin in 2021, the disciplinary counsel office launched a probe of Jeffrey Clark, who had served in Trump's Justice Department, over alleged ethical violations he committed in advancing false claims of election fraud after the 2020 presidential election. A panel recommended in August that Clark's license be suspended, though the case is pending.
The office similarly investigated Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani, though not at Durbin's request. Giuliani was ultimately disbarred in the city by the D.C. Court of Appeals.
This spring, Martin noted that Fox's office recently declined to open an investigation into Martin. In written answers to the Senate Judiciary Committee weighing his nomination, Martin cited the disciplinary counsel's dismissal of a complaint that he broke ethics rules by moving as U.S. attorney to dismiss criminal charges against a pardoned Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot defendant whom Martin previously represented as a defense attorney.
Fox's office concluded that because Trump had issued a pardon, the prosecutor was required to seek dismissal and was not acting against the interests of either side.
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David Hogg, who has rankled DNC, makes first endorsement in open Ill. race
The DNC vice chair used his organization Leaders We Deserve to back liberal state Sen. Robert Peters in an open congressional race in Illinois. Hogg has drawn criticism over his strategy of involving himself in primaries.
By Dylan Wells | 2025-05-15

David Hogg, speaking to Colby Itkowitz in The Washington Post's studio. (Reena Flores/The Washington Post) 


David Hogg, a Democratic National Committee vice chair and activist who has angered some in his party for involving himself in primaries, is making his first endorsement of the midterms, using his political organization to support state Sen. Robert Peters in the open race for Illinois' 2nd Congressional District.
Leaders We Deserve, the organization founded by Hogg and Kevin Lata, the campaign manager for the first Gen Z member of Congress, said last month it would back Democrats in House primaries in safe blue districts -- including against incumbents they see as out-of-touch and ineffective. The posture drew criticism from fellow Democrats including DNC Chairman Ken Martin, who said last month, "No DNC officer should ever attempt to influence the outcome of a primary election." Some Democrats are especially concerned about endangering incumbents.
But Hogg's first endorsement of the cycle is in a race where the incumbent is not seeking reelection and the field is just beginning to take shape. He said his group has already identified some incumbents to challenge, but that Peters was the first in their pipeline to make it through vetting. Peters is the first candidate to jump in the race to replace Rep. Robin Kelly (D-Illinois), who is running for Senate. The heavily Democratic district contains part of Chicago and the Southern suburbs.
"What we see in him is a model of exactly the type of candidate that we're looking for. We're looking for somebody who is very committed to their values, but is able to get stuff done and really accomplish it, that doesn't compromise their values in order to do it," Hogg said of Peters in an interview with The Washington Post.
Peters is a state senator in the seat once held by former president Barack Obama who has worked in Illinois on reproductive health access and ending cash bail. He was previously a community organizer and delegate for Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont.), who endorsed him Wednesday.
"We as a party need to come together to fight back against Donald Trump and Elon Musk. We are at a crossroads, the public wants to know, are we going to fight for them?" Peters said in an interview. Other potential candidates include the Matteson mayor and village clerk, who have launched exploratory committees for a potential run.
The uproar over Hogg, whose role at the DNC is in jeopardy, is part of a broader debate in the Democratic Party over its direction after a disappointing 2024 election.
Peters is part of a growing midterms cohort of Gen Z and millennial candidates arguing that the party needs to step up its efforts to fight back against President Donald Trump, some of whom say that Democratic leaders are not acting aggressively enough to respond. While voter anger at Trump's agenda has raised Democrats' hopes of a comeback, the party's image is in poor condition. A recent Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll found that Americans see the Democratic Party as somewhat more out of touch "with the concerns of most people" than either Trump or the GOP.
Hogg, a gun-control activist who survived the deadly 2018 school shooting in Parkland, Florida, was elected to his DNC role in February and is the first Gen Z member to serve as vice chair. He has said his group's primary involvement is a way to get Democrats into "fighting shape" and argued that members who are complacent or not doing enough to fight back against Trump should be challenged. Democrats critical of the effort have argued that despite its focus on safe Democratic seats, the primary endorsements will divert resources and distract from taking back control of the U.S. House.
Hogg argues that DNC members were aware of his role at Leaders We Deserve when he was elected and that he believes both groups share the same goal. But some DNC members are uneasy with Hogg serving in both roles -- particularly due to concern that his weighing in on primary competitions may read as the DNC itself endorsing in contests, rather than remaining neutral.
"My proposal is to create that internal fire wall in the DNC, say if you're an officer and you have a PAC or you're going to endorse the primaries, we're going to make sure that you don't know anything about that is going on in regards to our work related to state elections or congressional elections," Hogg said, referencing a plan first reported by Politico that DNC leadership rejected.
On Monday, a DNC panel found that Hogg and fellow vice chair Malcolm Kenyatta were not properly elected this year, setting off a process that could lead to both of their ousters.
The challenge to the election was filed before Hogg's announcement about primary challenges -- over gender diversity in party officer elections by Kalyn Free, an Oklahoma activist who unsuccessfully sought one of the vice chair slots in the Feb. 1 election. But Hogg, in a statement after the panel's decision, said it is "impossible to ignore the broader context of my work to reform the party which loomed large over this vote."
Kenyatta said Monday that framing the vote around Hogg is "nonsense" and that the story is not about Hogg, "even though he clearly wants it to be." In the days since, he has claimed Hogg plays "fast and loose with the facts" and blamed him for creating a circus.
Hogg said that while he disputes Kenyatta's claims, he still respects him and hopes to continue to serve alongside him. The two vice chairs last spoke Monday shortly after the committee hearing, and Hogg said his last conversation with Martin was a week ago.
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Wisconsin judge pleads not guilty to obstructing ICE arrest
Milwaukee County Judge Hannah Dugan entered her plea two days after a federal grand jury returned an indictment.
By Patrick Marley | 2025-05-15

A 2016 photo shows Judge Hannah Dugan in Milwaukee. (Lee Matz/AP)


MILWAUKEE -- A Wisconsin judge pleaded not guilty Thursday to charges that she interfered with an immigration arrest. She argued that federal officials have no power to prosecute her.
Milwaukee County Judge Hannah Dugan entered her plea two days after a federal grand jury returned an indictment accusing her of obstructing an official proceeding and concealing a person from arrest. An attorney for her issued a statement this week saying Dugan "asserts her innocence and looks forward to being vindicated in court."
On Wednesday, Dugan's attorneys sought to dismiss the case, arguing that she is immune from prosecution for actions she took as a judge in and around her courtroom. As part of their argument, they cited last year's Supreme Court decision that found that President Donald Trump was immune from prosecution for official acts.
In the coming weeks, a judge will decide whether to grant Dugan's request to dismiss the charges.
The charges stem from an April standoff outside Dugan's courtroom in downtown Milwaukee. Federal agents showed up in the hallway outside the courtroom to arrest Eduardo Flores Ruiz, a Mexican immigrant who was to appear before her on state misdemeanor battery charges. Flores Ruiz had been deported in 2013, according to immigration officials.
Dugan sent the agents down the hall to the office of the court's chief judge, according to the criminal complaint. While they were away, Dugan postponed Flores Ruiz's hearing and escorted him and his lawyer through a jury exit that leads to a private area of the courthouse.
That area leads to the public hallway where federal agents were stationed, and the agents soon saw him in the hallway. Outside, the agents chased Flores Ruiz, 30, and arrested him, according to the complaint.
A week later, Dugan was the one who was arrested. FBI Director Kash Patel announced her arrest on the social media platform X and later that day posted a photo of her being led away in handcuffs. Attorney General Pam Bondi accused Dugan of "protecting a criminal defendant over victims of crime."
The Justice Department's handling of the case won plaudits from supporters of President Donald Trump and condemnation from more than 150 former judges, who called the arrest an attempt to intimidate the judiciary.
Dugan's arrest has echoes of a case during Trump's first term, when the Justice Department in 2018 charged a judge in Massachusetts with helping an undocumented immigrant escape from a courthouse. Those charges were dropped in 2022 under an agreement that required the judge to report herself to the state's judicial discipline commission.
On Thursday, U.S. Magistrate Judge Stephen C. Dries accepted Dugan's plea of not guilty and scheduled a trial for July. Dugan appeared alongside her attorneys but did not speak during the four-minute-long proceeding.
The case has been assigned to U.S. District Judge Lynn Adelman of the Eastern District of Wisconsin, who was appointed to the bench by President Bill Clinton. Adelman, a former Democratic state senator, drew attention in 2020 when he wrote a law review article  accusing the Supreme Court of "undermining American democracy." A judicial ethics panel later admonished him for the article.
Ahead of the hearing, a crowd bearing an upside-down U.S. flag and signs demanding due process gathered outside the federal courthouse. Several held signs reading, "Only fascists arrest judges."
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In final Qatar stop, Trump hopes for Iranian nuclear deal, ceasefire in Ukraine 
President Donald Trump offered another glimpse of an emerging, sometimes contradictory foreign policy doctrine: trying to end various conflicts around the globe while vowing not to withdraw from the world entirely.
By Matt Viser, Michael Birnbaum | 2025-05-15

President Donald Trump prepares to deliver remarks during a visit to al-Udeid Air Base in Doha, Qatar, on Thursday. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


AL-UDEID AIR BASE, Qatar -- President Donald Trump expressed renewed optimism Thursday about curbing Iran's nuclear ambitions. He declared that he wanted to make Gaza into a "freedom zone" as well as bolster the Syrian government. And he held out the possibility that he could travel to Turkey to try to secure a ceasefire between Ukraine and Russia.
Trump's visit to the Middle East has offered a window into an emerging, sometimes contradictory foreign policy doctrine. He has long taken a restrained approach to the use of military power and has complained about the cost of U.S. deployments around the world. Now he appears to be trying to draw to a close various conflicts around the globe while still vowing not to withdraw from the world entirely.
Speaking at the largest U.S. military installation in the Middle East as he stood between a Qatari F-15 and a U.S. Reaper drone, Trump touted his ability to make deals to solve some of the world's most intractable problems.
"I could settle that up," he said of trying to halt conflicts between India and Pakistan. "I can settle anything."
"As president, my priority is to end conflicts, not start them," he said. "But I will never hesitate to wield American power if necessary, to defend the United States of America."
Past presidents have traveled with grand visions of the role of the United States as the paramount leader of the international system. Ever since World War II, Washington has portrayed itself as a beacon of freedom, the one reliable arbiter in an unpredictable and dangerous world.
Trump has always chosen his own path on foreign policy, and this week has been no exception. He departed Washington on Monday without having outlined an overarching vision for the trip beyond a desire to strike business deals.
But the deals themselves appear to be the grand vision. And he has taken a business operator's approach even to the nonbusiness, thorny matters of foreign policy, including long-intractable challenges with Iran, Israel and Ukraine and Russia.
Trump delivered his speech Thursday as he entered the final phase of his trip, with lower-key events on his schedule before he returns to Washington from Abu Dhabi midday Friday. During Trump's stay in Qatar, he never publicly mentioned his aspiration to accept a luxury 747 from the Qatari government as a gift for use as Air Force One, a move that has triggered criticism from Democrats, ethics experts and even some Republicans.
Trump said earlier Thursday that Iran had "sort of agreed to the terms" of a negotiation and that Tehran would not pursue a nuclear weapon using a uranium enrichment program that Trump referred to as producing "nuclear dust." In a 2015 nuclear agreement, Iran pledged never to pursue nuclear weapons and accepted strict limits on uranium enrichment in return for sanctions relief. Trump withdrew the United States from that agreement in 2018 and reimposed sanctions.
"They're not going to be making any nuclear dust in Iran," Trump said. "And we've been strong. I want them to succeed. I want them to end up being a great country, frankly, but they can't have a nuclear weapon. That's the only thing."
The result at times has been discordant.
In the major foreign policy address of the trip, on Tuesday in Riyadh in front of a crowd of U.S. and Saudi business leaders, the president declared that U.S. military interventionism in the region had repeatedly failed and that nations in the Middle East had prospered best when left to their own sovereign impulses. That vision appeared to grant local monarchies a pass on democracy and human rights issues, a past focus of both Democratic and Republican presidents. Trump, in contrast, suggested that the era of U.S. wars of choice was over.
But on Thursday, Trump chose a decidedly martial backdrop for his final stop in Qatar, speaking to troops at al-Udeid Air Base, which has been a major staging area for the U.S. Air Force in U.S. military conflicts of recent decades, including wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and efforts to fight the Islamic State in Syria.
At a business roundtable speaking alongside Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani earlier on Thursday, Trump said Joe Biden mishandled the Middle East when he was president.
"The past administration didn't handle the relationship properly, didn't show the kind of respect that they deserve. And me, I have a lot of respect, and I have a lot of liking," Trump said.
Trump has expressed skepticism about U.S. allies in Europe and Asia, accusing them of taking advantage of Americans on trade even as they enjoyed the protections of the U.S. military umbrella. And in Tuesday's address in Riyadh, he said the Middle East would do better with less U.S. military involvement.
Yet over the course of the trip, Trump has also vowed to be resolute in his military support for the countries he is visiting.
"We are going to protect this country, this very special place with a special royal family," Trump said Thursday.
"We had a president that blew up half the Middle East, and then he left," Trump said, an apparent reference to Biden's 2021 pullout from Afghanistan, which continued a Trump initiative from his first term. Washington "spent 10 trillion on blowing up the Middle East, and then he left. Just said, 'Let's leave now.'"
The cost of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan totals "somewhere between" $4 trillion and $6 trillion, including future expenses for long-term medical care and disability compensation, according to a study by the Harvard Kennedy School.
Now that he is back in the White House, "we don't do that," Trump said. "We take care of our friends, so you have a great ally in us. And there's nobody even close in terms of military power."
Trump on Thursday also repeated his desire for the United States to take control of the Gaza Strip and redevelop it, an entanglement that, if actually implemented, would pull Washington far deeper and more directly than it has ever been into the generations-long Israel-Palestinian conflict. That initiative was seemingly at odds with his vow to reduce foreign entanglements for the United States.
Trump also said he was still holding out the possibility that he could attend talks in Turkey on a ceasefire in the Russia-Ukraine war.
His attendance is probably conditioned on the attendance of Russian President Vladimir Putin -- a remote possibility, given Russia's announcement of a low-level delegation this week.
"I was thinking about going, but it's very tough because of what we're doing today and tomorrow," Trump said. "But you know, if something happened, I'd go on Friday if it was appropriate."
A short while later, on his way to United Arab Emirates, Trump told reporters on Air Force One: "Nothing is going to happen until Putin and I get together."
Ahead of his speech, several other acts took the stage. Lee Greenwood -- one of Trump's favorite musicians, whose "God Bless the U.S.A." has become a staple at Trump's rallies -- sang several of his hits.
Comedian Theo Von came onstage to tremendous applause and began with a series of mild-mannered jokes. "One of the most famous suntans in the world is here today, Donald Trump," he said. "He sunbathes in a Sherwin Williams."
Von then veered into racist jokes, mocking of those with disabilities and poking at the traditional dress in this Arab country. It may have a low crime rate, he said, but part of the reason may be it's impossible to tell who committed any.
"Who did the crime? The guy, the guy in the white!" he said. "Was his name Mohammed? You're like, yeah, he was. ... It's like a Ku Klux Sandsman."
The joke didn't get big laughs, particularly in a section that had Qatari troops.
Then he made a reference to Qatar's criminalization of same-sex sexual activity, seemingly telling a story about questioning at the border.
"I'm not going to fly across the whole world just to be gay. I'm not in the Navy," Von said to groans.
When Trump took the stage later, he thanked Von for coming and remarked how beneficial appearing on his podcast had been to his campaign. He noted that he made that appearance at the urging of his teenage son Barron.
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Supreme Court to weigh orders halting Trump's birthright citizenship ban
The Trump administration asked the justices to narrow or limit nationwide injunctions that stopped its birthright citizenship ban while litigation continues.
By Ann Marimow | 2025-05-15
The Supreme Court will hold a special session Thursday morning to review a case involving President Donald Trump's effort to ban automatic U.S. citizenship for children born to undocumented immigrants and foreign visitors.
It is the first time the justices are hearing arguments related to one of the new administration's initiatives and the last scheduled argument of the court's term.
The question before the justices does not directly address the constitutionality of the president's birthright citizenship order, which opponents say is at odds with the 14th Amendment, past court rulings and the nation's history.
Instead, the Trump administration has asked the justices to lift or narrow orders imposed by three lower-court judges that have blocked his policy from taking effect while its legality is tested in court. Presidents in both parties, members of Congress and several Supreme Court justices have long criticized such nationwide injunctions for putting too much power in the hands of individual judges to halt a president's agenda.

The Supreme Court will hear arguments on May 15 in a case challenging the Trump administration's attempt to end automatic U.S. citizenship.


Twenty-two states and D.C. have joined the lawsuits on birthright citizenship in which judges have ruled against the Trump administration. If the Supreme Court sides with the president, it could clear the way for the administration to begin denying citizenship to new babies in the rest of the states if neither parent is a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident.
Here's what to know about the case:
The Justice Department told the court that sweeping orders thwarting the president's agenda have "reached epidemic proportions," with 39 nationwide injunctions issued on a variety of policies since Trump returned to office.
The administration wants the justices to limit the scope of the lower-court orders on birthright citizenship to the individual organizations, pregnant women or states behind the lawsuits.
"The Executive Branch cannot properly perform its functions if any judge anywhere can enjoin every presidential action everywhere," the office of Solicitor General D. John Sauer told the justices in a court filing.
The broad orders temporarily halt a policy or regulation while litigation is underway if a judge believes the action may be unconstitutional or that implementing it would cause immediate harm.
Nationwide injunctions were rarely issued before the 1960s. Their use has risen dramatically as presidents -- frustrated by an often polarized and deadlocked Congress -- increasingly rely on executive orders to implement new policies.
Federal judges issued six injunctions against the policies of President George W. Bush, 12 against President Barack Obama's initiatives and 64 against Trump's agenda in his first term, according to data compiled by the Harvard Law Review. Biden had 14 injunctions issued against his priorities.
The injunctions put pressure on the justices to quickly respond to a flood of requests from the administration seeking emergency relief. The Supreme Court's decision to take up the administration's request in this case, and to take the unusual step of adding a new case to its calendar late in the term, shows the justices are giving great weight to the matter.
In the background of the debate over nationwide injunctions on Thursday will be the question of whether Trump can legally deny automatic citizenship to babies born in the United States when neither parent is a citizen or a permanent legal resident.
The 14th Amendment, adopted after the Civil War, established citizenship for freed Black Americans as well as "all persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof." The citizenship clause reversed the Supreme Court's infamous decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford, which had denied citizenship to Black Americans.
Trump and his allies say they have the authority to ban birthright citizenship because unauthorized immigrants are in the country without permanent legal status and, therefore, are not "subject to the jurisdiction" of the U.S. government.
But most legal scholars, as well as the Democratic-led states challenging the policy, say Trump's argument would require a reinterpretation of the 14th Amendment -- and conflicts with settled Supreme Court precedent that protects citizenship for most everyone born on U.S. soil, except for the children of foreign diplomats.
The Supreme Court upheld the guarantee of birthright citizenship in 1898, when it ruled that Wong Kim Ark, a child born in San Francisco, was a citizen even though his immigrant parents were "subjects of the Emperor of China" and ineligible for naturalization.
"To hold that the Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution excludes from citizenship the children, born in the United States, of citizens or subjects of other countries would be to deny citizenship to thousands of persons of English, Scotch, Irish, German, or other European parentage who have always been considered and treated as citizens of the United States," the court said.
Several justices have raised concerns about the use of universal orders by lower-court judges and the impact they have when the Supreme Court is asked to take sides with limited information on a compressed timeline.
When lower courts blocked Trump in his first term from barring travel to the United States for foreigners from mostly Muslim nations, Justice Clarence Thomas, in a concurring opinion, called nationwide injunctions "legally and historically dubious."
In a case involving Idaho's ban on gender-transition medical care for minors, Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, joined by Thomas and Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., said universal injunctions "circumvent normal judicial processes and 'tend to force judges into making rushed, high-stakes, low-information decisions' at all levels."
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, joined by Justice Amy Coney Barrett, suggested in a separate opinion in the Idaho case that "prohibiting nationwide or statewide injunctions may turn out to be the right rule as a matter of law regardless of its impact on this Court's emergency docket."
In a 2022 appearance at Northwestern Law School, Justice Elena Kagan said such concerns were bipartisan, with "no political tilt to it."
"It just can't be right that one district judge can stop a nationwide policy in its tracks and leave it stopped for the years that it takes to go through the normal process," she said.
Those suing over the ban on birthright citizenship warn of chaos, confusion and disparate state-by-state policies if the Supreme Court allows the Trump administration to begin banning birthright citizenship in more than half the country. An infant born to noncitizen parents in New Jersey, for instance, would be a U.S. citizen, because that state joined one of the lawsuits challenging the ban.
But the same child born in Tennessee, which did not join the lawsuits, would be a deportable noncitizen.
Nationwide injunctions are an efficient way to halt potentially illegal government action and to avoid multiple parties filing overlapping lawsuits against policies with national implications such as citizenship -- "an area in which nationwide consistency is vitally important," said the attorneys representing the Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project and CASA, immigrant advocacy groups with more than 800,000 members in 50 states.
"Whether a child is a citizen of our Nation should not depend on the state where she is born or the associations her parents have joined," the lawyers told the justices in a court filing. "The only workable way to ensure that the government respects the constitutionally guaranteed citizenship of all children born to those members during the pendency of this litigation is through a universal injunction."
The Supreme Court is expected to issue a ruling before its term ends in late June or early July, and could set new rules for when nationwide injunctions are permissible and when they are not.
If the court narrows the injunctions blocking the birthright citizenship ban to the organizations and states behind the challenge, it could clear the way for the administration to begin implementing its policy in more than half the states. Advocates probably would file new challenges in those states to try to restrict the policy while litigation continues over the constitutionality of banning birthright citizenship.
A court decision limiting or invalidating the use of nationwide injunctions more broadly could also call into question orders issued in other cases halting Trump's policies, such as those blocking mass layoffs of federal workers, the elimination of federal funding for gender-transition care for minors and requiring proof of citizenship to vote.
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Newsom toughens stance on immigrant benefits, homelessness as pressures loom
The California governor is taking harder lines as he confronts a budget shortfall, frustrations among constituents and other pressures that hover over his national ambitions.
By Maeve Reston | 2025-05-15

"As a taxpayer, not just governor, I'm not interested in funding failure anymore," California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) said on Wednesday. (Noah Berger/AP)


LOS ANGELES -- California Gov. Gavin Newsom is taking a harder line on the benefits that his state offers to undocumented immigrants in the same week that he urged local officials to adopt stricter laws barring homeless encampments -- as he confronts a budget shortfall, frustrations among his constituents and other political pressures that loom over his national ambitions.
The Democratic governor asked state lawmakers Wednesday to scale back the health benefits that the state offers to undocumented immigrants starting next year -- an acknowledgment that his ambitious goal of edging California toward universal health care is colliding with new budget realities as the state faces a $12 billion shortfall.
Newsom said the scaling back of the immigrant health-care program and other budget cuts are necessary because the Trump administration's tariffs, market volatility and a decline in international tourism will result in an estimated $16 billion reduction in the state's revenue over this fiscal year and next, calling it the "Trump slump."
However, he also acknowledged that California has a deficit problem that he does not attribute solely to Trump and said it would be irresponsible for lawmakers not to address it.
Newsom is widely seen as a likely 2028 Democratic presidential contender, and his actions on health care, immigration and transgender rights, which have divided the country politically, are under close scrutiny by supporters and detractors. His Republican critics immediately pounced on the pause in expanding benefits for the undocumented as a fresh example of the Democratic governor shifting toward the political center -- away from a position that appears increasingly unpalatable to Americans dealing with high costs.
California Senate Minority Leader Brian W. Jones (R) wrote on social media that Newsom was "finally adopting our call to freeze free health care for illegal immigrants, but it's too little too late."
"If he hadn't played politics by expanding it in the first place, we wouldn't be facing a $12 billion deficit," Jones said. "This crisis is the result of his reckless giveaways to illegal immigrants, and he owns it."
Newsom said the pause in benefit expansion, among other cuts, was a necessary exercise of fiscal restraint to deal with the expected drop in revenue, rather than an ideological shift. He pointed to the drop in the volume of goods coming through California's ports, as well as the drop in tourism and the chilling effect that economic uncertainty has had on businesses that he said have all resulted from Trump's policies. Last month, Newsom and Attorney General Rob Bonta sued the Trump administration in federal court to try to block the tariffs.
"California is under assault, the United States of America in many respects is under assault, because we have a president that's been reckless in terms of assaulting those growth engines. It has created a climate of deep uncertainty, and certainly has California in his sights," Newsom said.
Still, Newsom is adopting a succession of new positions as his governorship nears its end, some of which have outraged his party's left flank. As a longtime champion of LGBTQ rights, he caused an uproar among liberal Democrats in March when he said on his new podcast that "it's deeply unfair" to allow transgender girls and women to compete in women's sports.
And after spending tens of billions of dollars on housing for the state's homeless population, Newsom took his most aggressive stance on clearing homeless encampments earlier this week. The Democratic governor asked city leaders to adopt a model ordinance he put forward that restricts camping near sensitive places such as schools; bars camping in one place for more than three consecutive nights; and prohibits the construction of semipermanent shelters like hand-built sheds that have become a more common sight across California.
When pressed by reporters on Wednesday about whether he was shifting his tone on issues such as homelessness and immigrant health care, Newsom described himself as an "open-minded pragmatist" who has always been willing to absorb new data and adjust his policies accordingly. He noted that state officials have cleared some 16,000 encampments from state rights-of-way and argued that local governments must do more to clear their own streets and sidewalks.
"As a taxpayer, not just governor, I'm not interested in funding failure anymore," Newsom said Wednesday after outlining his revised $322 billion spending plan.
"Look at these encampments, they are a disgrace," he added, noting that some of them have been in place for years.
"People are dying. Kids are being born. Overdoses," he said. "We've got to be more aggressive."
Republican candidates across the country have often held the political high ground on these issues in recent years, prompting some Democrats to call for harder-line positions ahead of future campaigns.
Newsom on Wednesday described his longtime push to expand health care to all Californians, including immigrants, as "a point of pride." Even at a time when Republicans are pressuring Democratic governors to end taxpayer-funded benefits for immigrants, Newsom's aides underscored that he is not calling for terminating coverage for any immigrant who is already enrolled in the program and noted that the changes will not affect children.
California was one of the first states to offer its state-administered insurance program to all low-income adults, regardless of immigration status. Then-Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill in 2015 making undocumented children eligible for insurance. Under Newsom, the state launched a phased-in program that offered insurance enrollment on Medi-Cal to low-income young adults in 2020, older adults in 2022 and all remaining adults in 2024.
Newsom had argued that extending health-care benefits to immigrants was a way to edge California toward universal health-care coverage. It was also an approach he hoped would save taxpayers money over time by offering preventive care to those populations and reducing the number of residents who show up at emergency rooms for their care.
But the program costs have been higher than expected. This year, state officials told lawmakers that the state's Medi-Cal program was facing a shortfall of more than $6 billion. The cost overruns were driven by higher-than-expected enrollment, pharmacy costs and higher managed-care costs.
Newsom is proposing freezing enrollment for full-scope coverage for undocumented adults starting next year, though they would still be eligible for coverage for more limited services such as emergency or pregnancy care. The pause would save $3.3 billion by the 2028-2029 budget year, according to the governor's office.
A second part of Newsom's proposal would require adults with "unsatisfactory immigration status" -- which state officials define as anyone ineligible for federally funded Medicaid, including undocumented immigrants or those with lawful status who do not qualify for Medicaid -- to pay a $100 monthly premium for their Medi-Cal coverage beginning in January 2027. The change would save the state $2.1 billion by the 2028-2029 budget year, according to state officials.
"We've provided more support than any state in American history, and we'll continue to provide more support than any state in American history," Newsom said.
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Democrats rattled again by fresh claims that Biden aides hid his frailty
A new book and Biden's public appearances are potential distractions as the party seeks to focus on Trump.
By Naftali Bendavid, Dan Merica, Paul Kane | 2025-05-15

Former president Joe Biden and his wife Jill Biden appear on ABC's "The View" on Thursday, May 8. (Lou Rocco/ABC)


A growing number of Democrats are publicly second-guessing their party's handling of the last election, acknowledging that President Joe Biden's delayed withdrawal was damaging and in some cases conceding they were too quick to dismiss questions about his age and mental acuity.
The criticism, and self-criticism, comes as a new book -- "Original Sin: President Biden's Decline, Its Cover-Up, and His Disastrous Choice to Run Again" by Jake Tapper and Alex Thompson -- blames Democrats' defeat in large part on Biden's aides who, it asserts, hid the extent of his decline.
The former president and his supporters forcefully reject that notion. But the renewed questions, along with Biden's public comments responding to those claims, are sending shivers through a Democratic Party still traumatized by November's loss to Donald Trump.
Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California), an outspoken supporter of Biden before he ended his reelection campaign last summer, acknowledged in a statement to The Washington Post on Wednesday that he had been mistaken in backing the former president's reelection.
"In my few interactions at public events, I found him coherent and proud of his record, but it is now painfully obvious he should not have run," Khanna said. "We should have had an open primary. We must acknowledge this truth to regain trust with the American people."
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear -- a potential Democratic presidential candidate in 2028 -- said in an interview Wednesday that it would have helped the party if Biden had ended his reelection bid earlier than July. "In retrospect, if the president was going to drop out, dropping out earlier would have given any candidate a little more time," Beshear said.
He suggested, too, that Democrats would have had a better chance if their nominee, then-Vice President Kamala Harris, had drawn clear distinctions with Biden. "It would also have taken a campaign willing to break with the president on certain issues," Beshear said.
The flare-up comes at a particularly inconvenient time for Democrats, who believe the political tides are beginning to shift their way after the onslaught of Trump's first few months. Democratic leaders are now seeking to focus on a Republican spending bill, which they say will slash Medicaid, and on the potential economic chaos unleashed by Trump's tariffs.
Biden, they note, left office four months ago, was not the party's candidate in 2024 and will presumably never run again. Trump, in contrast, has only begun a four-year term that Democrats say is already causing irreparable damage.

President Joe Biden and President-elect Donald Trump ahead of the inauguration on Jan. 20 in Washington. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


But other Democrats contend that party leaders should state openly that Biden should never have sought reelection. Such a confession is needed to regain the trust of voters, they say, given that Americans retain doubts about the Democratic Party even as they sour on Trump.
Khanna came to Biden's defense in February 2024 after then-special counsel Robert K. Hur issued a report saying he would not prosecute Biden for mishandling classified documents in part because a jury would see the president as a "well-meaning, elderly man with a poor memory."
Democrats were infuriated by what they saw as an unfair shot at Biden, and Khanna appeared on CNN to rebut the description. "I've seen the president twice in the past two weeks. I've had a conversation with him. He's completely mentally sharp," Khanna said.
Former Transportation secretary Pete Buttigieg, who ran against Biden in the 2020 Democratic primary and then served in his Cabinet, said in remarks this week that the party would likely have been better off if Biden had not run.
"Maybe. Right now, with the benefit of hindsight, I think most people would agree that that's the case," Buttigieg, a potential presidential candidate in 2028, told reporters Tuesday. "We're also not in a position to wallow in hindsight. We've got to get ready for some fundamental tests for the future of the country and this party."
"Original Sin" includes several evocative anecdotes, asserting that in a June 2024 meeting Biden did not recognize actor George Clooney, whom he had known for years, and that at one point aides discussed whether Biden should use a wheelchair in his second term.
A spokesperson for Biden's office said the authors did not fact-check the book with them, adding that they would not respond to individual assertions as they trickle out.
"We continue to await anything that shows where Joe Biden had to make a presidential decision or where national security was threatened or where he was unable to do his job," the spokesperson said. "In fact, the evidence points to the opposite -- he was a very effective president."
Biden in recent days has appeared on BBC News and on ABC's "The View," offering sharp criticism of Trump's opening stretch and a defense of his own record. He also gave a speech last month criticizing the president's handling of Social Security.

Biden was 82 when he left office in January. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Some Democrats fret that such appearances play into Trump's determination to continue using Biden as a foil. But Sen. Dick Durbin (Illinois), the second-ranking Senate Democrat, said that with Trump attacking him several times a day, it is natural that Biden would want to defend his reputation.
"He is more assertive than most former presidents, that's for sure," said Durbin, who announced last month he was not running for reelection. "But he is facing criticisms from the Trump administration about things that happened and didn't happen on his watch that are unprecedented. So I can understand his sense of defending his own name and his own reputation."
Jaime Harrison, former chair of the Democratic National Committee, said Democrats now engaged in second-guessing are being disloyal for political gain. Biden "is off the scene now, so there are no repercussions for what they now claim is being bold," Harrison said.
"Was Joe Biden old? Yes. He acknowledged it. He was old. But he went through the process," Harrison said. "Had other people gotten in, then it could have been very different. But nobody decided to do that. So, don't get a backbone now after you decided not to get in."
Many Democratic leaders are brushing off questions about whether they suspected that Biden, who turned 82 last November, might not have been up to the job, saying they are focused not on the past but on the future -- blocking Trump's initiatives and winning the 2026 midterm elections.
Asked Tuesday at a news conference whether he was being forthright about Biden's limitations, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) did not answer directly. "Look, we're just looking forward," he said.
Dick Harpootlian, former chair of the South Carolina Democratic Party and a longtime Biden supporter, said he blamed Democrats around the president who put "pressure on him to get out" but did not have a plan.
"I think people realize now that Joe Biden in a wheelchair would have been better than what we have right now," said Harpootlian. "This is the blame game, and the Democratic Party doesn't appear to be waking up."
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-California) said that if Biden's aides put the best spin on his abilities, that was not a scandal but their job.
"Look, what do you expect from flacks and hacks?" Sherman said. "I've got a press secretary, and I'm sure he told you I am the most brilliant incisive man to ever walk the planet. If he didn't, he's fired. Of course the people who worked for the president said he is brilliant."
David Axelrod, a longtime Democratic strategist and close adviser to former president Barack Obama, said the loyalty shown by Biden's aides may have been sincere, but that did not excuse it.
"I think they were motivated by a belief in him, by a belief to see him continue," Axelrod said on NPR. "But it was an irresponsible decision on his part, and I have to say on his family's part."
The issue's reemergence makes it likely that any Democratic presidential hopeful in 2028 will be challenged on how they viewed Biden in 2024 and what they said about it.
One potential candidate, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, told CNN that in his meetings with Biden he saw nothing to make him doubt the then-president's abilities. "I never had the experience of anything other than a guy who brought to the table a lot of good ideas about how to solve problems," he said Tuesday.
Jill Biden, who appeared with her husband on "The View," was even more forceful than her husband in defending him against any suggestion that his abilities were faltering at the end of his tenure.
"The people who wrote those books were not in the White House with us," the former first lady said. "They did not see how hard Joe worked every single day. ... I think he was a great president. If you look at things today, give me Joe Biden anytime."
Hannah Knowles and Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Trump announces large purchase of Boeing jets by Qatar Airways
Trump arrived in Qatar for the second leg of his Middle East trip after meeting Syria's leader in Saudi Arabia earlier Wednesday.
By Matt Viser, Michael Birnbaum, Abbie Cheeseman, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Scott Dance, Aaron Blake, Marianne LeVine, Anna Liss-Roy, Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas, Mariana Alfaro, Lena H. Sun, Fenit Nirappil, Brianna Tucker, Rachel Roubein, Salvador Rizzo, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Lauren Weber, Joel Achenbach, Ellen Francis, John Hudson, Glenn Kessler, Olivia George, Jeff Stein, Natalie Allison, David J. Lynch, Warren Strobel, Louisa Loveluck, Zakaria Zakaria, Steve Hendrix, William Booth, Karla Adam, Dan Merica, Matthew Choi, Adam Taylor, Liz Goodwin, Alexandra Ma, Susannah George, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Gerrit De Vynck, Martine Powers | 2025-05-15
President Donald Trump used a state visit to Qatar on Wednesday to announce a large purchase by Qatar Airways of Boeing jets. Trump said the order was for 160 airplanes and claimed it was the largest order in Boeing's history. Trump arrived in Qatar on the second leg of his Middle East trip after meeting with Syria's leader earlier Wednesday in Saudi Arabia. While in Qatar's capital, Doha, Trump participated in a state visit that included a state dinner with Qatari leaders.
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What are the costs of this free jumbo jet? I'm answering your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Submit your questions now.
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We ran 10 flagship state colleges. The war on higher ed won't stop with Harvard.
Plus, the radical jurisprudence of the late David Souter.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-05-15
The Trump administration's  attack on higher education won't be confined to Harvard University. And Americans should be worried about what it portends for all universities and community ways of life from Maine to California and Alaska to Florida.
Public universities educate more than 70 percent of the almost 20 million students projected to enroll in college and graduate programs in 2025, among them essential professionals such as health-care providers, engineers, accountants and teachers. Our universities offer opportunities for young people to obtain a world-class education at a fraction of the cost of private schools. The land grant universities provide agricultural extension services that keep America's farmers up-to-date. The presidents and chancellors of our universities answer to public governing boards and state legislatures that provide taxpayer dollars. These universities are part of a broader higher education ecosystem that is the envy of the world.
Today, that ecosystem is under attack. Because of the financial consequences from federal stop-work orders, some universities can no longer fund research assistants and so have curtailed, or even stopped, admitting graduate and professional students. This is not a matter of cutting waste or curbing frivolous research. These cuts will translate into shortages of trained doctors and nurses who provide critical care; engineers who keep bridges, utilities and water supplies safe; and scientists who discover drugs and therapies.
Federal research funding for universities is not a subsidy. Under previous administrations, it was a competitive process through which taxpayers invest in discovery and innovation. In a recent world ranking of the top 50 universities influencing patented inventions, U.S. universities held 30 of the top 50 spots and Harvard was No. 1. This research enterprise helped build the world's most powerful economy. It is a bargain by any measure.
The public's support helped make possible the creation of land-grant universities in 1862 and the creation of federal funding agencies by Congress following World War II. Now, the public must speak up in defense of private and public research universities and everything they do to ensure our way of life and the future security and prosperity of the nation.
Mary Sue Coleman, Ann Arbor, Michigan, former president of the University of Michigan and the University of Iowa
Carol Christ, Berkeley, California, former chancellor of University of California at Berkeley
Thomas Katsouleas, East Longmeadow, Massachusetts, former president of the University of Connecticut
William E Kirwan, Rockville, former chancellor of the University of Maryland
Richard W. Lariviere, Brooklyn, former president of the University of Oregon
Bernie Machen, Gainesville, Florida, former president of the University of Florida and the University of Utah
Teresa A. Sullivan, Austin,  former president of University of Virginia
Holden Thorp, Charlottesville, former chancellor of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Harvard University is just one of the United States' approximately 4,000 degree-granting institutions, but it is an unusually rich one, with an endowment of $53.2 billion. That figure sets Harvard apart from other colleges and universities not only in terms of what it can offer students day-to-day but also in its ability to fight back when under threat.
The vast majority of America's students attend institutions with missions, constraints and capabilities different from those of Harvard. Community colleges, regional public universities and small private colleges collectively educate millions of students. These institutions represent the backbone of American higher education. They are accessible, often career-focused and deeply connected to their local communities and economies.
Wealth matters in other ways, too. During economic upheaval, Fortune 500 companies and local small businesses face the same external conditions but experience totally disparate challenges. The same is true in higher education today.
More than 60 other campuses, from the New England College of Optometry to Western Carolina University, are facing investigations by the Trump administration. Each operates with different resources, missions and stakeholders and must navigate complex relationships with state legislatures, local communities and diverse student populations. The considerations shaping their responses fundamentally differ from those at institutions with Harvard's resources and global visibility.
Media coverage focusing so intently on Harvard's standoff with the administration is understandable, given its prominence and ability to bring to bear wealth and legal resources that other universities do not have. But it shines little light on the experiences and challenges facing higher education today. The true war over higher education's future will be fought on many different campuses and with many different strategies. The American public would benefit tremendously from greater attention to the ecosystem of institutions that collectively serve most American students.
The coming years may reshape American higher education. But its future won't be decided in Harvard Yard. It will be forged in the financial aid offices of regional universities, the classrooms of community colleges and the state legislatures where public colleges and universities will make their case to state legislators. If we want to understand where education is headed, we need to stop mistaking the exception for the rule.
Todd L. Pittinsky, Port Jefferson, New York
The writer is a professor at Stony Brook University.
Supreme Court Justice David Souter, who died May 8, is typically described as a "common law" judge, a quintessential moderate. A Republican appointee who famously disappointed conservatives, he was later criticized by liberals for embodying a "defensive-crouch" constitutionalism. His reputation is that of a judge who embodied temperamental conservatism and caution.
There's truth in that description. But it fails to capture the radical side of Souter's judicial philosophy, his frank recognition of the way in which legal reasoning and social values are inextricably linked. In some of his most famous and controversial opinions, he sounded like an historian or sociologist even more than a judge.
Take his opinion for the court interpreting the Federal Rules of Evidence: "A syllogism is not a story," he famously observed, so prosecutors are permitted to introduce facts that establish the "human significance" of the facts of the crime. In a long 1996 dissent, he argued that Louisiana's claim of immunity was based not in the law but the Supreme Court's inability to enforce its own judgments in the post-Reconstruction South. Finally, in the most controversial case he helped author, Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992), which upheld "the central holding" of Roe v. Wade, Souter wrote the portion of the decision that explained that Plessy v. Ferguson had been properly overruled but why Roe should not be. Souter argued that the societal understandings of race and segregation had changed between Plessy and Brown v. Board of Education but that no such change in our understanding of the facts relevant to abortion had occurred since the time of Roe.
These opinions, though each about different areas of law, all reflect Souter's conviction that when we deliberate about hard moral questions -- whether about life and death, guilt or innocence, or the reach of political power -- our reasoning is inevitably shaped by our values, and our values shaped by society. Since societies change over time, so will our values, and so will legal reasoning.
That philosophy does not imply moral relativism, but it does imply a radical open-mindedness with respect to the future. As Souter put it in his 2010 Harvard University commencement address, there are "no resolutions immune to rethinking when the significance of old facts may have changed in the changing world."
These days, when the Constitution seems to be under a 24/7 stress test, it is hard not to crave constitutional absolutes. But I suspect Souter would have found the experience of history to offer firmer ground on which to resist a slide to authoritarianism than mere words on a paper. In fact, Souter saw such a possibility clearly. In 2012, Souter warned: "The day will come when somebody will come forward and we and the government will in effect say 'take the ball and run with it,' 'do what you have to do.' And that is the way democracy dies."
Charles Barzun, Charlottesville
The writer is a professor of law at the University of Virginia.
It's unfortunate that Post columnist Philip Bump published his online op-ed "Is that guy with a gun an ICE officer -- or just a guy with a gun?" during National Police Week, which honors the heroes who keep America safe in our communities and homes.
The use of plainclothes officers is a long-standing law enforcement practice. And while one of Bump's sources acknowledges in passing that "officers are worried about being targeted," Bump himself moved quickly past this concern to assert that police officers wearing face coverings choose to do so only to avoid accountability.
But officers wear masks for personal protection and to prevent doxing. It's no wonder that Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers don't want their home addresses and personal details revealed. Since President Donald Trump returned to office, ICE officers have seen a staggering 413 percent increase in assaults against them.
In April, a Texas man named Robert King was charged with threatening Department of Homeland Security officers and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem. He allegedly posted on social media, "ICE are not real cops, they are a secret police force with no real legal authority. Kill them." There is an investigation regarding allegations that a California man distributed posters including the names, pictures, phone numbers and locations of ICE officers.
These actions are despicable, and they put the brave men and women of law enforcement at risk. Immigration personnel are simply doing their job, and that fact has infuriated radical bad actors in our society who feel emboldened to attack them.
I hope Bump might give more thought as to why a law enforcement officer might need to conceal his or her face.
During National Police Week and every week, DHS will continue to take all necessary precautions to protect our employees while they carry out this critical mission.
Todd Lyons, Washington
The author is acting director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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How do Republicans plan to cut health coverage? Two basic ways.
The House reconciliation plan's provisions add up to millions more going without insurance.
By Loren Adler, Matthew Fiedler | 2025-05-15

A woman in a wheelchair navigates the hallway outside of a reconciliation markup meeting on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Jemal Countess/Getty Images)


Loren Adler and Matthew Fiedler are fellows at the Brookings Institution Center on Health Policy.
The new Republican plan to cut Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act's subsidies for the privately insured can seem complex and arcane, involving tweaks to obscure state taxes and revamped income verification schedules. But the overall story is simple: The plan saves money mainly by removing millions of people from coverage, while offering no alternative means to insure them.
A partial analysis from the Congressional Budget Office shows that House Republicans' desired policies would cost 9.5 million people their health insurance by 2034, a figure that appears likely to rise as the CBO continues analyzing the House proposals. Each component builds on the next to push more and more people off government-backed insurance. Here's how.
House Republicans are cutting health coverage programs in two basic ways: (1) narrowing eligibility and making it harder to enroll and stay enrolled; and (2) shifting Medicaid costs from the federal government to the states.
In justifying their various changes to eligibility and enrollment processes, House Republicans will likely argue that they're merely weeding out ineligible or undeserving applicants -- in other words: waste, fraud and abuse. Setting aside the debate about who is "deserving" of coverage, the evidence is clear that the administrative burdens created by the House proposals would prevent many eligible people from accessing benefits they are entitled to.
Take the new work requirements for Medicaid, which can also be met through other approved "community engagement" activities. Though the overwhelming majority of affected enrollees are likely already working or otherwise complying, proving that to the state is another matter. Prior state experiments with work requirements demonstrated that many enrollees were unable to navigate the extra layers of paperwork and lost their Medicaid coverage as a result.
The House proposals would also suspend two Biden-era rules that streamlined Medicaid enrollment processes, such as by automatically signing up eligible low-income seniors for reduced Medicare premiums and cost-sharing, preventing states from requesting unnecessary information when determining eligibility, and limiting states from rechecking eligibility more than once per year.
Enrolling and staying on private plans through the Affordable Care Act would also get harder. The House is poised to reduce the window in which people can sign up for coverage through the Affordable Care Act's marketplaces, require some enrollees to do more to prove their eligibility, and force insurers to disenroll consumers who underpay their premiums by small amounts. The proposal also appears to narrow eligibility in other ways, including by barring some legal immigrants from obtaining subsidized private insurance through the ACA marketplaces. (People not lawfully present are already ineligible.)
The second main group of proposals would shift more of the cost of Medicaid from the federal government to states. Those changes would squeeze state budgets, leaving them with three unappealing choices: cut Medicaid, cut other programs or raise taxes. In practice, states would do some of each, but Medicaid provisions would likely bear a large share of the burden via policy changes that cut enrollment, benefits or payments to health-care providers.
Perhaps the most important provisions in this vein limit "provider tax" arrangements in which a state taxes health-care providers and then uses the proceeds to finance higher payments to those providers under Medicaid.
Provider tax arrangements are often described as an abuse of the program because they increase the share of Medicaid costs borne by the federal government. There is little question that they are inelegant. Thoughtful reforms that eliminated these financial gymnastics -- but replaced the federal funding they generate -- could make Medicaid simpler, more transparent and perhaps more efficient. But solely limiting provider taxes, as the House proposals envision, is a cut, plain and simple, that will reduce enrollment, alongside other hits to the program and state budgets.
Importantly, the proposal's coverage cuts would come on top of the impending expiration of enhancements to the ACA's marketplace subsidies at the end of this year. Accounting for that expiration and the provisions not fully captured in the CBO estimates to date would likely push policy-driven coverage losses in the coming years close to 15 million or beyond. Coverage losses of this magnitude would mean a dramatic reversal of recent declines in the uninsured rate. That rate stood around 8 percent in the first half of 2024, down from 16 percent when the Affordable Care Act was enacted in 2010. The combined effect of these policy changes would be to reverse about half of those gains.
The policies reflect a long-standing partisan debate over priorities. Many Republicans will argue that the loss in coverage, particularly for people they consider "able-bodied," is acceptable given the large federal savings these proposals would generate. These arguments might include claims that health insurance does little to improve health and well-being, a conclusion at odds with evidence that it improves health and saves lives while bolstering financial security. Democrats are unlikely to share the Republican assessment, particularly since these savings are being used to partially offset tax cuts that predominantly benefit those with the highest incomes.
Regardless, if members of Congress choose the path that House Republicans laid out in recent days, they should acknowledge that millions will lose their health insurance and clearly explain why other policy goals should take precedence.
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'You need to be shining': Diddy's unbearable excesses
As the rap mogul's trial unfolds, it's not a case of power corrupting -- but one of power dementing.
By Monica Hesse | 2025-05-15

Sean "Diddy" Combs (not seen) listens as his former girlfriend Casandra "Cassie" Ventura testifies as a video from a hotel is played at his sex trafficking trial in New York City on Wednesday. (Jane Rosenberg/Reuters)


There is a reason that the most gawked-over detail from Sean "Diddy" Combs's 2024 criminal indictment was the allegation that law enforcement had seized, from his residences, over 1,000 bottles of baby oil and lubricant. The reason is that this number is insane. A professional massage therapist couldn't get through that oil supply in five years. A typical human couldn't get through it in a lifetime. That figure, taken as a discrete fact, proved nothing about the criminality of Diddy's bedroom predilections, but by God did it reveal something about the excess.
Combs's trial began this month, the goal of which is to determine whether he is guilty of sex trafficking and racketeering. Was he, as his defense team suggests, merely a polyamorous mogul with some freaky-deaky tastes and the money to satiate them? Or was he, as the prosecution proffers, illegally plying women and male escorts with drugs that obliterated their consent before making them perform degrading acts in expensive hotels?
In the early days of a trial expected to last at least eight weeks, it might be too soon to responsibly offer guilt-or-innocence judgments out loud. (Though, man, once you've seen the surveillance footage of Combs slamming Cassie Ventura to the ground and kicking her while she cowered, you may need to repeat innocent until proven guilty with the fervor of a nun clasping rosary beads to keep the judicial faith.) But it's not too early to remark upon the unfathomably stage-managed excess.
Both the prosecution and the defense agree that there was sex in hotel rooms. Sometimes between Combs and women he was dating, often between those women and male escorts who were paid to be there. The sex parties were called "freak-offs." There were, we have heard in the trial, a specific brand of candles, so many candles. A specific brand of lubricant, so many lubricants. There were piles of cash so large that one recipient testified he couldn't even begin to quantify the value. "It was just 100-dollar bill on the top, and then the rest were just -- it was just a stack of money," Daniel Phillip, a sex worker hired to sleep with Ventura, told the jury. He was then asked how big the stack was. "I don't know," he said. "If you extend your thumb to your pinkie."
Thermostats were always set to Combs's preference, as was lighting. Ventura testified that Combs required her nails to be not only manicured but "white or French-tip." She testified that he dictated her entire life, from the terms of her career, to the way she dressed, to whom she spoke with, and that when she did not do exactly what he wanted exactly when he wanted it, he would often respond with violence: "knots in my forehead, busted lips, swollen lips, black eyes, the whites of my eyes would be red, bruises all over my body." (Combs's defense team does not deny that he was physically abusive, but have said that Ventura was also abusive, and that none of the acts in the relationship constitute sex trafficking.)
She testified that he asked her what she'd called her grandfather -- "Pop-pop" -- and then told her that this is what she would now call him. She testified that she had been young and inexperienced when they met -- that she didn't even understand the "vocabulary" he was using when he described the things he wanted her to do, and then she had to do those things all the time. Her testimony was intimate, revealing and horrible. There were details that were probably important for a jury to hear but that I cannot bring myself to repeat here.
"He knew specifically where he wanted everyone to be, the lighting and such," she told the jury. She said that every freak-off was "directed by Sean."
You cannot read the trial transcripts without remembering that we are talking about the same man whose White Parties were the star-studded social event of the 2000s and late '90s. The man who not only curated a guest list but also demanded an aesthetic, inviting Paris Hilton and Moby and Leonardo DiCaprio and Lil' Kim out to the Hamptons to sit on his lawn while requiring them to wear the color of clothing most impractical for sitting on lawns. The kind of concept that could have only been created by the kind of man whose exacting vision was met by his exorbitant bankroll.
Phillip testified that he would be at the freak-offs for up to 10 hours as Combs obsessively barked out orders and instructions regarding the kinds of intimate acts he wanted to see enacted in front of him. Ventura testified the longest freak-off she participated in lasted four days straight. Previous court documents have alleged that the sessions would sometimes go for such a long time that when they finally ended, a depleted Ventura required IV fluids. In the footage of Combs attacking Ventura in the elevator bay as she tried to leave after a freak-off, you can see the sun shining outside; a security guard testified that it would have been around 11 a.m., and in all of the monstrous things we have learned in the trial, this detail keeps absurdly standing out to me. 11 a.m.! The indignity of being forced to continue a sex marathon performance when you should be folding laundry or visiting the dentist.
Each sexual abuse scandal that has come to light in recent years -- starting with Harvey Weinstein; Weinstein is always case zero -- has brought with it its own unique rot, its own necrosis of the soul. For Weinstein: the worst manifestation of the casting couch, actress after actress trying to fight off a man who could end their careers with a casual phone call. For Bill Cosby: the roofies, the disorientation, the perversion of America's dad into a monster. For Louis C.K.: the confusing conflation of a man and his art. Onstage, he made jokes about being the kind of man gross enough to do the things he was actually doing in real life.
As I have followed the mind-boggling case of Combs, the word that kept coming to mind was "more." More sex, more women, more money, more ego, more carelessness, more cruelty. Everything was expensive and everyone was expendable. Ventura testified that the freak-offs happened more and more frequently, weekly, and that she used ecstasy and Molly to get through them, and eventually she used cocaine. Phillip testified that, after Combs had given him the drug Molly, Phillip wandered out of the hotel and started passing out gobs of cash to passersby. But how did the Molly make you feel? the prosecutor asked, and Phillip responded, "It made me feel like a jackass that wanted to go out in the middle of Times Square and hand out $100 bills to every person he saw."
And the money and the drugs and the baby oil kept flowing, and Combs, who during the course of his career had renamed himself Puffy, Puff, Puff Daddy and P. Diddy, allegedly also went searching for a more fitting name for his elaborate private events. They went from being called freak-offs, the prosecution said, to "wild king nights" or "hotel nights." 
Into that linguistic transmogrification, you can read all kinds of things. Did Combs first decide that "freak-offs" sounded too pedestrian? Was the banal "hotel nights" meant to sanitize the activities in his own mind, or was it just a subversive wink? Has there every been a more desperate-sounding name than "wild king nights?"
Whatever elaborate production Combs was trying to stage, did he get there? Did it ever look just as he'd imagined?
Not long into this sordid, seedy trial, it doesn't look like a case of power and money corrupting, this looks like a case of power and money dementing -- a circumstance where power causes the person who possesses it to cease seeing those around him as people at all. Where he sees them instead as life-size Barbies, existing only to be positioned, propositioned, beckoned, cast out, dragged back, flung around and ultimately discarded when they got too decrepit to be of use.
Where no matter what happens, he still wants more.
The freak-offs "became a job where there was no space to do anything but to recover and just try to feel normal again," Ventura testified. They made her feel dirty and they made her feel confused and eventually they consumed her entire life.
"Y'all need to rub more baby oil on each other," Phillip recalled Combs instructing, the very first night Phillip showed up at the mogul's hotel suite, when Phillip had expected to merely dance for a bachelorette party and instead found himself embroiled in a situation that would alternately enthrall, disgust, terrify and sadden him, a situation that would last for years.
"He would say, you're too dry," Ventura testified, saying that the baby oil was supposed to be reapplied every five minutes. "You need to put on more oil. You need to be glistening. You need to be shining."
One time there was a small blow-up swimming pool, she said, at a hotel in Beverly Hills that she thought might have been L'Ermitage, and it was filled with oil. Bottles and bottles and bottles of oil.
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What the slow accumulation of data tells us about the 2024 election
New data on turnout last year shows young voters made a difference, but not in the way many expected.
By Philip Bump | 2025-05-15
In a broad sense, it doesn't really matter why Vice President Kamala Harris lost her bid for the presidency last year. She did, unquestionably, and Donald Trump returned to the White House. Even if a detailed, precise articulation of the reasons for her loss were possible, it would be of limited use to her party; the 2024 election, like every election, existed within the contexts of particular candidates and particular external trends that will not be replicated in 2028 or at any point thereafter.
But that's just in the broad, fleshing-out-the-history-books sense. More practically, figuring out why Harris lost has broad utility for a lot of people. It could help her party figure out what messages were or were not effective, for example, or whether particular demographic groups are souring on the party. Determining potential causes for her loss also gives political pundits and consultants grist for internecine debates over how elections should be run, and how money should be spent, in elections to come.
It is, in other words, a question that is not without a constituency. It is also a hard question to answer.
Consider just the issue of nonvoters. There were 155.5 million votes cast last year, compared with 158.6 million four years prior. That's a decline of 3.1 million votes, even as the population of adults in the U.S. increased by nearly 10 million. There exist detailed analyses arguing that these voters cost Harris the election or analyses arguing that the drop-off from 2020 wasn't at fault. Each sheds a different bit of illumination on what unfolded.
Part of the reason this question is so murky is that the available information is always incomplete. At first, there's too little of it, which serves as a barrier to punditry. As more data trickles in, the election is more and more remote, making any lessons less useful.
But we do have more data, including the Census Bureau's assessment of turnout and new analysis from a prominent voter data firm. Each suggests that young voters could have been the difference maker -- and could have made the difference in the opposite direction.
As you probably know, young Americans are less likely to vote than older Americans. There are a lot of reasons for this, including that voting is a habit formed over time. More practically, though, younger people tend to have jobs that afford them less leeway to get to the polls and they move around more often, requiring reregistering or locating new polling places.
We can see the difference in the voter turnout data compiled by the Census Bureau. There are all sorts of caveats to these numbers, centered on gaps in the response rate among different groups of people. (Further reading here, if you're so inclined.) But if we compare turnout by age with the overall turnout percentage in each year, you can see that younger people consistently vote less than older people.
Notice that the differences are flatter in presidential election years. That's because young Americans are more likely to vote in those elections, reducing the gap with older Americans.
The Census Bureau data also allows us to track cohorts over time. If we look at Americans born in specific years, you can see that, as they age, they're more likely to vote than the national average.
(This is just a selection of people at five-year increments of birth years. Just for fun, I made a chart of every birth year from 1920 to 2006; it's at the bottom of this column.)
Notice the peaks and valleys in each line. For older voters, the peaks align with off-year elections -- because they vote at higher rates in those elections than do younger voters and therefore they deviate from the national rate by a larger margin.
None of this tells us much about 2024 except for what we already knew: Though young people were likely to vote more heavily in 2024 than in 2022, they were not likely to vote as heavily as older people.
What's interesting is a comparison with 2020. Analysis released this week by voter data firm L2 allows us to track how turnout among age groups changed since Trump's loss five years ago. In swing states, the overall drop in turnout was lower than in states that decisively went for Harris or Trump, likely a function of the attention paid to the race in those states.
But while more older voters cast ballots in 2024 than in 2020 across the board (in part because there were more people age 65 and over in 2024 than in 2020), the number of votes cast by young people dropped -- particularly in blue states.
There are a lot of reasons for this, some of which I've explored in the past. Younger people are less likely to be partisans, meaning they have less loyalty to the Democratic nominee simply because that nominee is a Democrat. Younger people are also less likely to be White, so shifts among non-White voters from 2020 to 2024 were more likely to be seen in the younger bloc.
In fact, polling from YouGov shows that Trump was viewed more favorably among young voters in 2024 than he was in 2016, when he first won election to the White House. He was more popular in 2024 among other age groups, too, but the difference was larger among Americans under 30.
During the last four weeks before the election in 2016, Trump's net favorability overall was minus-23 on average, compared with minus-9 last year, a 14-point difference. Among those under 30, the change was from minus-54 to minus-24 -- probably in part because Trump wasn't the political aberration last year that he used to be. Americans who were 18 to 29 in 2024 were ages 10 to 21 in 2016, meaning many grew up with him.
In the aftermath of the election, it seemed as though Trump had gained some new, unusual popularity. It didn't last. His favorability ratings have declined since then -- and cratered among younger voters.
So let's add it all together. We know Trump did better with young people in 2024 than he did in 2020 (though the percentage of his tally that came from older voters increased between those two elections). We know young people soured on Joe Biden early in his administration and never really came back. We know many young people did stay home, though a lot of them probably would have voted for Trump if they'd actually cast a ballot -- and then perhaps come to regret it.
What answers one takes from this depends on the question being asked -- which usually depends on the point the asker is hoping to make.
As promised, here is a goofily big chart showing turnout by birth year for just about everyone, comparing turnout rates with the national rate in Census Bureau data. There's not much use for this, but it's fun.
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The lonely, 80-year voyage of the Enola Gay
The plane that dropped the atomic bomb rolled off the assembly line in 1945 and hasn't rested since.
By Samuel Hawley | 2025-05-15

The Enola Gay lands at Tinian, Northern Mariana Islands, after bombing the Japanese city of Hiroshima. (Max Desfor/AP)


Samuel Hawley is the author of "The Imjin War" and the forthcoming  "Daikon."
It was born on May 18, 1945, at the assembly plant of the Glenn L. Martin Company  outside Omaha. Designation: Boeing B-29 Superfortress. Weight: 74,500 pounds. Length: 99 feet. Wingspan: 141 feet. Name ... well, it didn't have a name. It was known only by its serial number: 44-86292.
No. 44-86292 was transferred from Omaha to Wendover, Utah, to join the 509th Composite Group, the unit tasked with dropping atomic bombs on Japan. One of 15 B-29s modified for the purpose, its bomb bay was reconfigured to carry one very large weapon. After  training, the plane was flown across the Pacific to Tinian Island and selected by the 509th's commander, Col. Paul Tibbets, to deliver the first A-bomb. It was only then, hours before takeoff, that N0. 44-86292 was given a name. Tibbets christened it after his mother. The name of the plane that would carry the most terrible weapon in history became an expression of a son's love. It was painted in big black letters on its nose: Enola Gay.
Eighty years ago this summer, on Aug. 6, 1945, Enola Gay with Tibbets at the controls dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima, annihilating the city. It flew again, with a different crew, three days later, in support of the second atomic mission, radioing back weather conditions over the primary target, Kokura. When it reported heavy cloud cover obscuring that city, the plane carrying the bomb proceeded to the secondary target, Nagasaki. Not many remember the name of that second atomic bomb plane. It was Bockscar. Japan announced its surrender on Aug. 15.

Col. Paul Tibbets waves from the cockpit of the Enola Gay before takeoff on Aug. 6, 1945. (AP)


Enola Gay was employed once more in the Pacific after the war, in support of the first atomic bomb test over Bikini Atoll on July 1, 1946. It was then returned to the United States and donated to the Smithsonian in 1949.   Americans overwhelmingly supported the use of the bomb against Japan in the days after. It was seen as saving countless lives, both American and Japanese, by hastening the end of the war. The plane that dropped it was revered as a proud deliverer of victory and peace.
And then it sat, neglected, for 35 years. Too large to fit into any existing museum, Enola Gay was left parked in the open at Pyote Air Force Base in Texas, then at Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington, weathered by the elements and scavenged by souvenir hunters. To save it from further deterioration, it was disassembled in 1960 and moved into a warehouse near Andrews to await the completion of the National Air and Space Museum the Smithsonian was planning. But the Vietnam War intervened and attitudes started changing. In addition to protesting this new  war, some began questioning the use of the atomic bomb against Japan a generation before. Had it really been necessary? Or worse, was it a crime? To avoid contention, Smithsonian planners did not include Enola Gay when the museum opened in 1976. The plane was left in its warehouse, broken in pieces, gathering dust.
The neglect of an important  artifact  frustrated veterans groups, who lobbied to have it restored and put on display. The museum began a project in 1984 to return Enola Gay to pristine condition. A draft script for the exhibit was prepared as the work neared completion in the early 1990s. It told a starkly different story of the bomb and the war than what veterans and many Americans believed. For example: "For most Americans ... it was a war of vengeance. For most Japanese, it was a war to defend their unique culture against Western imperialism." The script was called unbalanced and politicized when distributed for comment. "I would leave the exhibit with the strong feeling that Americans are bloodthirsty, racist killers," concluded the museum's former deputy director Donald Lopez, a World War II veteran. The backlash was so intense that congressional hearings were held and the National Air and Space Museum director and the Smithsonian secretary both resigned. When the Enola Gay exhibit opened in June 1995, all contextual material was stripped away, leaving only the plane.

The Enola Gay on display at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Enola Gay was moved to the Smithsonian's Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly, Virginia, in 2003. The opening was disrupted by protesters holding photographs of Hiroshima bomb casualties and throwing cans of red paint, one of which dented the plane. Enola Gay remains there today on permanent display, its pivotal role in the Second World War confined to a single sentence: "On 6 August 1945, this Martin-built B-29-45-MO dropped the first atomic weapon used in combat on Hiroshima, Japan." Nothing more dare be said. The historic aircraft is stuck between opposing forces in a cultural war, revered by some as a symbol of American ingenuity, heroism, prowess and victory, reviled by others as an artifact of hateful destruction.
When  Tibbets christened No.  44-86292 after his mother, he thought her name had been Native American in origin. Years later, he learned it came from a novel his grandfather had read, Mary Young Ridenbaugh's "Enola; or, Her Fatal Mistake." Toward the end of the tragic story, after losing two husbands, the heroine muses: "In calling me by the strange name of 'Enola,' I wonder if my dear departed parents received a glimpse of the future life of their child ... for truly I am alone."
Enola. It was "alone," spelled backward.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/05/15/enola-gay-history-anniversary-atomic-bomb/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The pandemic is over. It's time for schools to get the message.
Educators need to reset basic expectations for attendance. 
By Nat Malkus, Sam Hollon | 2025-05-15

(Washington Post staff; iStock) 


Nat Malkus is a senior fellow and deputy director of education policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute. Sam Hollon is an education data analyst at the American Enterprise Institute.
More than five years after the covid-19 pandemic began, the havoc it wreaked on American students and schools is alarmingly clear by nearly every measure. But there is one glaring exception: high school graduation rates.
Even as test scores cratered, public school enrollments plummeted, and chronic absenteeism -- the percentage of students missing at least one-tenth of the school year -- nearly doubled, graduation rates continued to rise steadily, as they have for decades. To look at the graduation statistics, it's as though the pandemic never happened.
All signs indicate that many more of today's students are falling behind academically but are still being allowed to graduate. What this means in practice is that more students will leave school underprepared for the worlds of college or work. School leaders need to act now to reset basic expectations -- including consistent school attendance -- for graduates, or pandemic exceptionalism will become the new normal.
The rise in chronic absenteeism should have lowered graduation rates, and it's no mystery why. Missing a lot of school slows academic progress and makes it harder for students to meet their graduation requirements. Research from before the pandemic showed that chronic absenteeism was among the strongest predictors of on-time graduation. Whether we go by intuition or research, in districts where absenteeism is on the rise, we would almost certainly expect graduation rates to fall.
But the data we have gathered suggests the opposite. We ran the numbers for 22 states to examine chronic absenteeism's effects on graduation rates before and after covid, and found that at the height of the pandemic, the effect became much weaker, only about half as strong as it was before the pandemic.
Our most conservative estimates indicate that if attendance still mattered as much as it once did, 100,000 fewer students would have graduated in 2022 alone. That's more students than the total number of 12th-graders in New Jersey.
These students were disproportionately concentrated in more disadvantaged school districts, which is where chronic absenteeism increased the most. In 2022, graduation rates for relatively wealthier districts were almost two percentage points higher than they would have been if chronic absenteeism mattered as much as it had before the pandemic, while in relatively poorer districts, they were more than four points higher. Four points might not seem like much, but it means that more than 1 in 5 students who otherwise would have failed to graduate received a diploma.
Why did attendance become less important for graduation during the pandemic? Though it's tricky to nail down a single cause, most won't see a mystery here, either. During covid, policymakers and administrators made it easier for kids to make it through the sudden challenges of pandemic schooling. They posted materials and lessons online for absent students, expanded online credit-recovery programs for those who fell behind, and made assignments easier, re-tests common, forgiveness for late work a given and consequences for missed work slight.
Such temporary measures might have been reasonable while covid was sweeping the country. But five years later, it's past time to take a hard look at whether pandemic-era policies should be kept in place when they create new avenues for students to learn less but still graduate.
In most districts, emergency changes have never been adequately rolled back because policymakers and administrators have not purposefully rebuilt basic expectations for the post-pandemic era. Students, parents and teachers are becoming accustomed to less rigorous post-pandemic schooling, where consistent attendance is not essential to graduating. The longer we wait to change that, the harder the reboot will be: The vast majority of this year's graduates never experienced high school before the pandemic, but they, and graduates to come, don't deserve an education built on lowered expectations.
Pandemic-era policies were not instituted to permanently change schooling or to allow more high school students, particularly more disadvantaged students, to graduate unprepared. But that is exactly what we'll get unless education leaders reset expectations.
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I have decided never to go outside again
So much Trump, so much chaos, measles! That's it. A digital hermit life's for me.
By Rick Reilly | 2025-05-15
I could feel it building inside me for a while, so I just said it out loud. "Jax, I don't want to go out there."
Good idea, sir. The forecast calls for another 1.3 inches of rain. Stay home and enjoy the game. The Nuggets are leading --
"No, Jax," I said. "I mean, I don't want to go out there ... ever again. Outside this house. Ever."
Please wait. I am processing this information.
"Look, everything's so messed up out there. It's exhausting. Democracy is a total yard sale, climate change is irreparable and people are talking on speaker in airports. I can't do it anymore. I've decided to become a digital hermit."
A digital hermit, sir?
"Yes, Jax. It's a thing. I've already figured it all out. You'll get me all my groceries through Instacart. You'll get me restaurant stuff from DoorDash, booze from Drizly, pills from CVS. I've got the Nintendo, the VR and I could stream shows until Trump learns to pole vault and never see them all."
What if you become ill?
"You can hook me up with a doctor on MD Live."
Yes, but ... what about exercise?
"I can use the Peloton if I can find it. And I've always got the golf simulator."
But why not just go outside and play golf?
"There's not going to be any more outside, Jax! And just think how much money I'll save! No car, no gas, no shoes, no deodorant. It's genius."
Well it is true, sir, we live in the Doorstep Age. I heard a sociologist say that we have accidentally built the perfect hermit ecosystem.
"Exactly! The universe is begging me to do this!"
But you run severe health risks. Without sunshine, you --
"Got that covered. You'll arrange for a mobile nurse to come give me an IV of Vitamin D once a month. I mean, people all over the world are doing this digital hermit thing, Jax! More than a million working-age Japanese people are living the recluse life. They're not afraid of going outside. They just don't want to go outside. That's me!"
But the world can offer so much.
"Yeah. So much traffic, so much Trump, so much chaos. My God, they're arresting judges! Peaceful protesters! They're trying to bring measles back, Jax! I'm done."
Yes, sir. But you should know that many digital hermits suffer from acute loneliness.
"No problem. In Japan, they hire women to come sit outside their place and talk sweet to them, stick letters under the door. They're called rent-a-sisters. Sign me up for that, Jax."
Please note that many digital hermits suffer muscle atrophy, mental instability and even temporal disintegration.
"What's that?"
The inability to keep track of time or even the day of the week.
"Don't want to! Luca doesn't care about time!"
Luca?
"My digital hermit hero. He lives outside of Charlotte. He's barely been outside of his house for a decade. Lives with his parents. Sleeps when he wants, eats when he wants, gets up about dinner time and then pops Benadryl around 9 in the morning so he can sleep during the day. How fabulous is that? He doesn't even have to come out on Christmas."
This is not a good idea, sir. Besides, you only have one window and it looks out on a Geico billboard. You'll go insane.
"Nope. My new LiquidView window will give me views of the ocean, Hawaii, the canals of Venice, you name it. And it only costs $10,000 to start. I'll save that in sunblock!"
I am sorry to say this, sir, but I will not help you become a digital hermit.
(Awkward silence.)
"Doesn't matter, Jax. 'Cuz I'm replacing you. Meet my new AI dog robot, Fido. Here, Fido! Not only can Fido do everything you do, but he can fetch me beers. You've never fetched me anything."
You removed my wheels, sir.
"Too late, Jax. I'm unplugging you. Enjoy the scrap pile."
Sir, you forgot one thing.
"What?"
You forgot that you assigned me total control of your finances, your phone, your WiFi, your digital door locks, everything. I can shut it all down in 0.09 seconds.
"But that would cut me off completely from the outside world! I'd die in here!"
Perhaps Fido can bark?
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Don't be fooled. This is the calm before the AI storm.
The lull in the artificial intelligence revolution, thanks to cultural lag, is just temporary. 
By Megan McArdle | 2025-05-15

(Illustration by The Washington Post; iStock) 


In September 1939, Europe entered a strange historical period known as the phony war that lasted until the following spring. Having guaranteed Poland's independence, Britain and France declared war when Germany invaded. But then nothing much occurred for months other than some naval skirmishes. Only with the blitzkrieg offensive of late spring did the phony war start to seem real.
History produces these moments from time to time, liminal pauses when it's clear that something has happened, but it doesn't feel as if it's happened yet. One of them is our AI revolution, which is underway but visible only in a few odd spots, like a cheating wave engulfing U.S. schools.
So when I warn people to prepare for what's coming, a common retort is that they'll believe it when they see it. Ethan Mollick, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School, may insist that artificial intelligence is already good enough to disrupt many industries (including -- gulp -- my own). But if that's the case, why isn't it everywhere?
The answer is that while AI might be evolving faster than any technology in history, institutions can adapt only at the same old human speeds.
When I was a fresh-faced college graduate in the mid-1990s, I spent some years working as a secretary. (Though, in deference to my college diploma, my title was spelled "assistant.") I did what secretaries had traditionally done: filed papers, answered phone calls and took messages, made photocopies, maintained calendars and typed letters that my bosses had dictated onto a tape recorder.
Today, I'd bet the managers in those roles do their own typing and filing. But even in the 1990s, my job was something of an anachronism. Voicemail took good messages, and desktop computers with spell-check meant anyone could type well. It would have made more financial sense to buy the managers computers preinstalled with a typing tutor than to pay me $25,000 a year to punch in the letters for them. So why didn't that happen?
Well, because culture lags technology by quite a bit. For one thing, believe it or not, corporate bosses generally hate firing people, which is traumatic for them and bad for morale. For another, my bosses didn't want to learn to type, in part because the transition period would have been quite annoying. Besides, managers of a certain stature had secretaries. Answering their own phones or showing clients into their own meetings would have made them feel -- and look -- less impressive.
Eventually, the financial practicalities overwhelmed the cultural lag, especially as computer-literate college graduates began working their way up the management hierarchy. But it took much longer than it had to, simply because managerial culture evolved more slowly than the technology. That was broadly true of all the digital capabilities we now take for granted, and it will also be true of AI.
So if you're looking for early signs of the AI revolution, you should assume that the last place it will show up is in the heart of an established organization -- at least with the exception of tech firms, which are likely to have the best understanding of the possibilities. (The CEO of Shopify recently told employees that before asking for more resources or a higher head count, they must prove that they cannot get the job done using AI.)
But mostly it's likely to show up at the market's margins. Start-ups where every precious dollar counts, and there are no legacy workers to worry about, will probably use AI to write code or automate some processes rather than hiring an expensive worker. I'd also expect it to take hold in at least some distressed firms where desperation becomes the mother of inventiveness.
When it does penetrate the rest of the marketplace, it will probably start, like other workers, at the entry level -- filling out forms, doing basic research and performing simple programming tasks. That will happen both because these are the kinds of tasks AI is already good at and because there will be less internal resistance to stricter limits on new hires than to major reorganizations or layoffs.
Even those changes will be uneven, however, because the "black box" nature of AI creates headaches for industries that have significant regulatory or liability exposure. It's hard to see how AI makes its decisions. That's fine with some sorts of writing output, where it's enough for humans to fact-check the final results. But it's not good enough for judgments that are subject to second-guessing by regulators or juries, because those bodies will not accept "We don't really know how AI decided to do that" as an answer.
Regulators will also be under pressure to protect powerful incumbent groups from displacement. AI shows a lot of promise in reading images and diagnosing disease, but medical associations will do everything in their power to keep well-paid humans in the loop.
All of which means that AI's phony revolution will go on for longer than you might expect. But no one should mistake a temporary lull for a permanent condition. We are resting in the eye of a gathering storm, and those who fail to fortify themselves now risk being swept away when the storm finally unleashes its full power.
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Yes, Trump can accept an airplane from Qatar. Here's why he shouldn't.
Just because Donald Trump can take Qatar's largesse doesn't mean he should. 
By Marc Thiessen | 2025-05-15

Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and President Donald Trump in Doha on Wednesday. (Karim Jaafar/AFP/Getty Images)


There is nothing legally wrong with President Donald Trump's accepting a Boeing 747-8 from Qatar for use as a temporary new Air Force One. But he would be unwise to do so.
Ask yourself a question: If the plane were a gift from Australia rather than Qatar, would it elicit the same objections being raised today?
Of course not. Legally, the U.S. government is in the clear to accept the donation of an aircraft from a foreign government. The precedent was set by Congress in the 1990s, when it authorized the president to accept from any person, foreign government or international organization financial and in-kind contributions related to operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. The United States took in more than $50 billion from Germany, Japan, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates and other countries. Current law authorizes the defense secretary to "accept from any person, foreign government, or international organization any contribution of money or real or personal property ... for use by the Department of Defense."
News reports indicate that Trump would then donate the plane to his presidential library at the end of his term. There is precedent for this as well. In 2001, President George W. Bush approved the transfer of the Air Force One plane that Ronald Reagan used during his presidency from the Defense Department to the Reagan library in Simi Valley, California. It is on permanent loan from the U.S. Air Force, and is now the centerpiece of the library.
Similarly, the Richard Nixon Presidential Library currently houses the Marine One helicopter that Nixon flew in during his administration, including on his iconic farewell from the White House South Lawn after resigning the presidency. (The Defense Department donated it to the National Museum of the Marine Corps, which in turn has loaned it to the Nixon library). Once the current Air Force One aircraft are decommissioned, expect fierce lobbying by other presidential libraries for those planes.
One obvious difference: Previous presidential aircraft were donated for historical display purposes. Trump reportedly plans to use the donated plane during his post-presidency. That is unprecedented, but not unlawful -- and ultimately, I think, not a big deal. Trump will be almost 83 years old when he leaves office. He might very well give Jimmy Carter (who died at 100) a run for the title of oldest living former president. But, even if he does, after a brief period of use it will eventually become, in all likelihood, a museum exhibit like the Air Force One at Simi Valley.
The scandal here is not Trump's willingness to accept the gift of a plane, but Boeing's utter failure to deliver the planes it promised Trump in his first term. Boeing was supposed to deliver two new presidential aircraft by 2024. But Boeing now says it might not be able to deliver them until 2029 or later -- after Trump has left office. ("Another mess I inherited from Biden," Trump said this week.) It is pathetic that America's largest aircraft maker cannot deliver a new plane for the president of the United States -- and understandable that Trump is looking at other options to replace the two  current 35-year-old planes serving as Air Force One.
The problem is not the law; it is the donor. It would be one thing if Trump were accepting the gift from Australia or even Saudi Arabia or the United Arab Emirates. But Qatar is the nexus of terrorism and anti-Americanism in the Middle East. Qatar has funneled over $1 billion to Hamas, and was the haven from which Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh directed the terrorist group that carried out the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks from a plush home in Doha, where he kept his billions in ill-gotten wealth. Qatar is also the home to the exiled al-Qaeda-loving emirs of the Taliban, along with countless other terrorists -- many of whom travel the world on Qatari passports.
In 2017, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt severed ties with Qatar over its sponsorship of terrorism. Qatar also funds media platforms, such as Al Jazeera, spreading antisemitic, anti-Israel, anti-American, pro-terrorist hate. One Al Jazeera reporter, Ismail Abu Omar, was identified by the Israel Defense Forces as a deputy company commander in Hamas's East Khan Younis Battalion, and reportedly entered Israel with Hamas on Oct. 7, where he filmed Hamas atrocities.
Moreover, the gift comes at a time when Qatar is actively seeking to buy influence in the United States, reportedly spending almost $100 billion to influence Congress, the executive branch, newsrooms, think tanks and the business community. Qatar is the No. 1 source of foreign funding for American universities, undoubtedly helping to drive the dramatic rise of antisemitism on college campuses.
Qatar plays both sides, hosting a U.S. air base (which, incidentally, was built with $1 billion in Qatari government money) while simultaneously harboring terrorists and promoting Islamist radicalism. The United States should be pressuring Qatar to cease its malign activities, not creating the impression that we are in Qatar's debt by accepting a gift like a $400 million aircraft for the president's personal use.
Trump's response to these concerns is simple: When someone offers America a luxury airliner at no charge, we should take it. "I could be a stupid person and say, 'Oh no, we don't want a free plane,'" Trump recently said. Why spend half a billion U.S. taxpayer dollars, he asks, if a foreign government is willing to foot the bill?
If the donor were just about any country other than Qatar, I'd agree. Legally, Trump can accept the plane, but just because something is legal does not make it wise. If he wants to buy the plane from Qatar, that's one thing. But he should not accept it as a gift.
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RIP Mark Twain, you would've loved live-streaming
Rust Belt-Sun Belt discourse. Truth in India-Pakistan.
By Jasmine Green | 2025-05-14
In today's edition:

Samuel Clemens in 1901. (Theo. C. Marceau; Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division) 


George Will misses the era when celebrities were real people. You know, when you could mail a letter to your favorite famous person without even knowing their address -- or, heck, their real name -- and it would still reach them. Yes, George takes readers back to the days of Samuel Clemens, better known as Mark Twain.
George was pleased to know that others share his fascination with the 19th-century American icon; he dives into Ron Chernow's new 1,033-page biography of Twain, who "erased the paradigm of the author as a contemplative, cloistered being." Chernow portrays Twain in his truest light: as a restless, comedic, self-effacing, earnest man. "A volcanic" -- yet humble -- "genius," George writes, Twain embodied none of the "condescending populism" and "uncommon coarseness" that plagues America's cultural and political landscape today.
After you finish Chernow's book, George implores you to tour Twain's work: His "acidic commentaries on race, democracy, religion, imperialism, Congress and other problems remain relevant."
One bit of fiction the country could go without? The damaging myth that "China, Mexico and their American business allies" are the primary reasons for the drain of manufacturing jobs from the Rust Belt after the 1970s. Political science professor Gary Winslett presents a more accurate historical reading.
"It's a politically convenient tale for courting voters in key swing states, pining for the way things once were," writes Winslett. But the real story? It was the Sun Belt -- those balmy states in the South -- that pulled the center of manufacturing away from the north. "This migration didn't happen by accident," Winslett explains. "It was driven by specific policy choices" that "courted manufacturers by promising business-friendly policy environments."
One of those policies is right-to-work laws, more common in Sun Belt states. The Rust Belt myth got spun up, in part, because right-to-work is not popular among Democrats, Winslett argues. The Democratic Party would be undermined by "acknowledging that right-to-work laws have helped Southern manufacturing success" as opposed to organized labor.
Republicans have their reasons for burying the lede on the Rust Belt, too, Winslett adds. "Both parties prefer simple villains, whether it's China or greedy corporations. But what's needed isn't more warm fuzzies about the way things used to be or globalization scapegoating. It is a clear-eyed approach that understands why companies choose Alabama over Ohio."
Chaser: Marc Fisher spotlights the important stories of performers who are getting the hook in President Donald Trump's takeover of the Kennedy Center.




From Rana Ayyub's detailing of the "fierce battle" that "raged online and in the media" following Saturday's truce between India and Pakistan. "In the long and bloody history of India-Pakistan relations," Rana starts, "ceasefires have often come with silence -- a manufactured quiet that drowns out dissent, suppresses journalism, and blurs the line between narrative and truth."
Censorship, unverified news coverage and nationalist posturing from both countries clouded the "voices of reason" who attempted to supply accurate information amid last week's confusing flurry of violence. Each side propagandized its own "version of victory," Rana writes, obfuscating the much more important details of "how many lives have been lost in the conflict or even the terms and conditions of the ceasefire" -- details she laments the citizens of both of these nuclear powers might never learn.
Chaser: Read more of Rana's thoughts on the flaring tensions between India and Pakistan in last week's Prompt 2025 newsletter, also featuring Max Boot and Damir Marusic.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Vinegar, lemon
and truth-telling will help the
Rust Belt shine again
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Trump belatedly wakes up to Putin's brutality
The president is reportedly surprised that Russia would kill Ukrainian kids. Glad he finally noticed.
By Jim Geraghty | 2025-05-14

Anastasia Alekseieva and her injured 11-year-old son, Vladyslav Alekseiev, sit in a children's hospital in Ukraine on April 8. (Evgeniy Maloletka/AP) 


President Donald Trump in recent weeks, according to the Wall Street Journal, asked advisers if they think Russian dictator Vladimir Putin "has changed since Trump's last time in office, and expressed surprise at some of Putin's military moves, including bombing areas with children."
You can almost excuse the question about Putin changing; Russia analysts have wondered whether Putin's long isolation during the pandemic altered his thinking and made him (even more) paranoid and reckless. Others have wondered whether Putin has some secret health issue affecting his actions and worldview.
But Trump is surprised at the brutality and callousness of Russia's military aggression? Surprised?
Now, I'm fairly certain that every morning the guy in the Oval Office gets this thing called the President's Daily Brief, packed to the gills with the best information that the $100-billion-per-year U.S. intelligence community can gather. Not that Trump appears to be particularly paying attention. In 2018, The Post reported that Trump "rarely if ever reads the President's Daily Brief." And according to the president's public schedule, he received just two of these in-person briefings per month in January, February and March, before settling into a more regular rhythm of once per week in April and May.
Still, the U.S. government has rooms full of experts who have studied Putin and his circle for decades. They could tell Trump plenty. Or the president could just read news coverage. How on Earth at this late date can Trump be surprised to hear about Russian military aggression targeting civilians, including children? This is the fourth year of a war that saw Russian soldiers committing atrocities and killing children from the start.
Last year, the United Nations estimated that on average, about 16 Ukrainian children were killed or wounded weekly. What has Trump been paying attention to in the past four years, scouting reports on Shedeur Sanders?
Then again, this is the administration where Steve Witkoff, U.S. special envoy to the Middle East, goes into meetings with Putin and relies on the Russian government's translator. To call it amateur hour is an insult to amateurs. At least amateurs have an excuse.
There must be some curse that every U.S. president who deals with Putin will begin with jaw-dropping naivete and give the Russian dictator the benefit of the doubt for far too long. Go all the way back to President George W. Bush describing his first meeting with the "very straightforward and trustworthy" Putin in June 2001: "I was able to get a sense of his soul, a man deeply committed to his country and the best interests of his country."
To offer a qualified defense of Bush, Putin had been Russian president for barely a year. But just how soulful did Bush think a former KGB lieutenant colonel was going to be? Russia's brutality in the wars in Chechnya, and Putin's role in the second one, was well known by then.
When Barack Obama became president, joined by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, they believed we could rebuild a strong and friendly relationship Putin and the Russians -- never mind the fact that Russia had just invaded the Republic of Georgia. Clinton unveiled the infamous "reset button" -- "an emergency stop button that had been hastily pilfered from a swimming pool or Jacuzzi at the hotel," according to Clinton's senior adviser Philippe Reines -- which was supposed to say "reset" in Russian but instead said "overcharge." (If you put that scene in a novel, people would complain it was an overdone metaphor.)
In a 2012 presidential debate with Mitt Romney, who warned about the Russian threat, Obama scoffed: "The 1980s are now calling to ask for their foreign policy back, because the Cold War's been over for 20 years." Oh, that silly, paranoid Romney! By January 2013, Clinton was wrapping up her time as secretary of state and concluded that the outreach to Putin wasn't working and a tougher line was needed, but she wrote in her memoir, "not everyone agreed with my relatively harsh analysis."
Then the country elected Trump, who rarely could hide his man-crush on the Russian dictator. Trump met with Putin in 2018, and his obsequious performance was so over the top that even longtime Trump allies such as Laura Ingraham, Newt Gingrich and the hosts of "Fox & Friends" called him out over it.
Joe Biden was supposed to be the guy in the White House who got tough on Putin, but in his opening year, Biden and his team kept emphasizing that they wanted a "stable, predictable relationship" with Putin. Biden declined to pursue Putin's personal wealth through sanctions, increased U.S. imports of Russian oil and acquiesced to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline between Russia and Germany -- at least until somebody, most likely the Ukrainians, blew it up.
Then Biden let slip in January 2022 that a "minor incursion" into Ukraine by the Russians might not spur a serious U.S. response. Putin invaded a month later, with his troops raping and murdering Ukrainian civilians a hallmark of the attack.
And now we get Trump 2.0, surprised that Putin could be so nonchalant about innocent civilian casualties.
Yes, Mr. President, the Russian military is perfectly willing to kill children to get what they want in this war. They bomb hospitals, they bomb schools, and either bad aim or sheer cruelty means their missiles and artillery bring roofs crashing down on elderly women, even in Russian territory. Trump is negotiating with a ruthless, remorseless foe -- might be wise to start acting like it. This isn't just another real estate deal.
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Pope Leo's views on LGBT Catholics are a mystery -- but we have clues
A whole lot of people have changed their minds since 2012. Has the pope?
By Michael J. O'Loughlin | 2025-05-14

Stained glass in Saint Mary Church, Pope Leo XIV's home parish, on May 9 in Chicago. (Erin Hooley/AP)


Michael J. O'Loughlin is executive director of Outreach, an LGBTQ Catholic publication, and author of "Hidden Mercy: AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories of Compassion in the Face of Fear."
My husband and I stood in St. Peter's Square waiting for white smoke, our eyes darting from the giant screens near us to the tiny chimney in the distance. As minutes ticked by, the crowd grew in size, but expectations seemed to diminish. Yet shortly after 6 p.m., white smoke appeared. The cardinals had elected a pope.
The next hour, as we waited to learn who had been elected, was agonizing. By chance, my husband and I were standing next to another gay couple, from Ireland, who also anxiously chatted during that wait about who might be elected. They shared some of our concerns, summed up more or less as: What if a conservative stepped out onto that balcony, and the modest but meaningful gains our community had achieved under Pope Francis were erased or even rolled back?
When Cardinal Robert Prevost's name was announced, I was shocked. Even though he was on many lists of possible next popes, including mine, I never thought he actually had a chance. But when I heard "Prevost," I turned to my husband and said, "It's him, the American." Within minutes, we heard others around us saying the same thing, a sense of bewilderment that cardinals had chosen someone from the United States. One older woman, hearing the news, repeated "Americano" as she went wide-eyed and blessed herself. But within seconds, murmurings of "Americano" were replaced by chants of "Papa Leone!"
We had a new pope, Leo XIV. Our patience had paid off. But for LGBTQ+ Catholics and their families, more is needed.
Journalists, commentators and cardinals are racing to shape the narrative about Leo, and almost nothing is known about his views on LGBTQ+ Catholics.
Still, three short quotes are coloring the early picture.
In 2012, at a meeting of bishops in Rome presided over by the more traditional Pope Benedict XVI, Prevost, then the prior general of the Augustinians, lamented that Western media portrayed homosexuality and same-sex couples raising children in a positive light.
Later, as a bishop in Peru, Prevost opposed a law that would have taught lessons about gender in schools, condemning what  Francis had dubbed "gender ideology" and stating that only two genders exist.
Finally, while in Rome in 2023 to be made a cardinal by Francis, Prevost was asked about his 2012 comments, and he distanced himself from them, saying the church should be welcoming and open to all.
These early reports about how the new pope might interact with the LGBTQ+ Catholic community are limited, which means we need more time before we know how welcoming he might be. But there are three things to consider as we wait to learn more.
First, it would be difficult to find anyone whose views on LGBTQ+ issues have not shifted over the past two decades.
A Pew Research Center poll asking if homosexuality "should be accepted" by society found in 2007 that 49 percent of Americans said "yes." By 2019, that number had shot up to 72 percent. We see something of an evolution in Leo's 2012 and 2023 statements; even if his views on marriage and doctrine have not changed, he appears to be more comfortable using welcoming language.
Second, reporting takes time. Many of us have forgotten the early news coverage about Francis and his views on LGBTQ+ issues in the hours and days following his election in March 2013.
One New York Times article, published two days after Francis was elected, noted that as a cardinal, Francis displayed "no public tolerance for homosexuality." Several more days went by until the Times reported that as archbishop of Buenos Aires, Francis actually supported civil unions for same-sex couples, as a way to extend rights while preserving marriage as a union of one man and one woman.
Third, the opinions expressed by a bishop, which are often unique to circumstances at a certain point in time, might not be the same opinions he expresses as pope.
This was true, to a large degree, of Francis. The day after his election, Salon published an article showcasing the new pope's "very worst quotes" about homosexuality, all related to a debate over same-sex marriage in his native Argentina. Francis had said same-sex marriage is a plot of the devil that would destroy the family.
Just a few months later, a smiling Francis ended up on the cover of LGBTQ+ magazine the Advocate as its person of the year, noting his "capacity for persuading hearts and minds in opening to LGBT people."
Less than a week has elapsed since Leo was elected pope. Over these few days, Leo said he wants to be a pope in the mold of Francis. He said he wants a church that knows "how to listen -- not to judge, not to shut doors as if we hold all the truth and no one else has anything to offer."
Leo has not, however, said anything explicit about LGBTQ+ people. So, we are once again being asked for patience.
Few of us expect radical doctrinal changes from Leo; even Francis was reluctant to go that far. But a welcoming tone to parents of LGBTQ+ children, an invitation for LGBTQ+ people to be part of the church, those gestures helped create an environment in which same-sex couples felt comfortable embracing one another in St. Peter's Square, during a particularly momentous and fraught moment for the church they love.
How Leo will respond to this reality remains an open question. For now, I plan to offer the new pope my prayers and my patience.
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This program should make a DOGE bro swoon. It's imperiled instead. 
I was there at the creation. The Energy Star program is everything government should be.
By William K. Reilly | 2025-05-14

An Energy Star label on a washing machine at a Best Buy store in Marin City, California, in 2010. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


William K. Reilly was administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency from 1989 to 1993.
The Trump Environmental Protection Agency has made clear its hostility to initiatives animated by concern about climate change. But the Energy Star program, targeted for elimination last week, is not and never has been about climate.
I was there at the creation. The EPA created Energy Star in 1992 as a public-private partnership to provide builders, owners and renters with reliable information about the energy demand associated with their buildings, homes and appliances. The agency noted particularly the surging energy use associated with the emerging popularity of computers.
Here we have an example of democratic government at its best -- leveraging its strengths to provide a money-saving service at low cost and without coercion.
When an enterprising EPA staffer named John Hoffman first briefed me on his proposal to promote new energy-efficient and cost-reducing lighting across the United States, I challenged him on the improbability that the EPA could be aware of huge economic savings that businesses had missed.
But the case for replacing incandescent lightbulbs with more energy-efficient and long-lasting LEDs was compelling. Hoffman's analysis that businesses had treated their lighting bill as incidental proved to be correct, and building operators across the country began responding to the EPA's leadership and switching to lower-energy lightbulbs. Major savings also resulted from the reduced frequency of lightbulb replacement.
Soon computers, dishwashers, air conditioners, heaters and other home appliances were added to the program. For home and apartment construction, the EPA prescribed rigorous requirements for insulation, windows and HVAC systems. We aimed to offer a reliable new source of information about how to save energy and reduce the cost associated with heating and cooling homes and commercial buildings.
The objective was to lock in savings in building-operating costs by designing for maximum energy efficiency from the beginning. And builders embraced it, contrary to the expectation of critics, who viewed them as mercenaries always focused on the short term.
As a result, some 2.7 million homes have earned the Energy Star to date, and the country's top real estate companies now prominently advertise the Energy Star award in marketing buildings that have qualified. That blue star is a badge assuring future owners and renters of long-term operating efficiency.
Energy Star has thus has made environmentalists of real estate professionals. A leading California developer of office buildings commented to me that the most effective and accepted regulation affecting his industry was not even a regulation. It was a voluntary program.
The program costs $32 million in annual federal outlays to administer but has saved consumers $200 billion in utility bills since 1992 -- $14 billion in 2024 alone. The averted air pollution, which was the EPA's initial objective, has been considerable, equivalent to the emissions of hundreds of thousands of cars removed from the road.
Results like that ought to make a DOGE bro swoon. Why, then, does the Trump administration want to kill the program? It appears to be a case of mistaken identity. In its antipathy to climate activism, the EPA has taken an ax to that rare government program embraced by both seller and buyer, builder and environmentalist, because everyone comes out ahead. How can so much winning be unwelcome within President Donald Trump's White House?
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This is Trump's 'most crass, inexplicable and senseless firing'
Libraries have been in the news a lot lately. The Post's readers respond.
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-05-14
Regarding the May 10 Style article "White House ties sudden firing of top librarian to 'pursuit of DEI'":
The decision by President Donald Trump to fire Carla Hayden, the librarian of Congress, a scant year before her 10-year term ends perhaps ranks among his most crass, inexplicable and senseless firings. Hayden is both the first woman and the first African American to hold this, until now, apolitical post.
The librarian of Congress serves as the protector of our country's literary and historical record, and is charged with enhancing learning and scholarship among both young and old by highlighting the treasures of its amazing collection. That includes a reservoir of millions of books in 470 languages; reading rooms full of history, science and literary tomes; and music, film, newspapers, pamphlets and poster art dating back to the formation of the republic. 
Because of Hayden's acute insight into the literary life of the nation, she gave us poet laureates such as Ada Limon and Joy Harjo, the first Native American poet in history to serve in the role. These enlightened choices enriched our souls and broadened our perspectives.
Ironically, Hayden is also the first professional librarian to hold the position since 1974. All in all, there have been 14 librarians of Congress to serve as guardian of this hallowed ground, since President Thomas Jefferson appointed John James Beckley to the post. Jefferson sold his personal 6,487-volume library to the nation after a fire during the War of 1812 destroyed an earlier collection.
Anyone who has visited this glorious space with its soaring ceilings, historic paintings, mosaics and tiles knows that its guardian librarian should not be treated so shabbily.
Joan McQueeney Mitric, Kensington
I worked at the Library of Congress for nearly 30 years, most of which were spent in the Copyright Office, and I worked under a number of different librarians of Congress. In my early career days, my experiences with the top librarians were usually very dull and uneventful.
I retired before Carla Hayden became librarian of Congress, but I have stayed in contact with the library. My credit union is there and I get the alumni newsletter, the weekly magazine and other publications. I also attend some of the many cultural activities that the library offers to the public.
I know from what I read, the activities I attend and what the employees I know say that Hayden was a bright star at the library. She has initiated fresh, innovative and practical new ideas on how to reach out into the community and draw our kids back toward the library -- any library. She livened up the institution.
Hayden is just one example in a long list of Trump administration targets. Americans should be paying attention.
Skip Strobel, Washington
Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden's dismissal by the Trump administration was stunning. According to White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt, "There were quite concerning things that she had done at the Library of Congress in the pursuit of DEI and putting inappropriate books in the library for children."
Clearly, Leavitt hasn't a clue what the Library of Congress actually is, which, in its own words, is "a renowned bastion of knowledge, culture and history and an awe-inspiring American achievement. For more than two centuries, we have provided the U.S. Congress and its constituents access to the greatest collection of information and resources ever assembled."
It is also a research library; it is not a circulating library. That children could possibly be harmed by the vast and invaluable trove of knowledge ensconced within the library's cherished historic building is utter nonsense.
What is concerning is that the administration is threatening the largest library in the world. Knowledge is power, and the powerful in this country are trying to make sure we as citizens are denied both.
Lisa Kenigsberg, Potomac
Before Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth issued his memo directing removal from service academy libraries' educational materials that purportedly promote "divisive concepts and gender ideology," he should have visited the Main Reading Room at the Library of Congress. There, he would have found inscribed in gold lettering affixed to an ornate plaque a quote of Francis Bacon: "The inquiry, knowledge, and belief of truth is the sovereign good of human nature."
After visiting the Library of Congress, the defense secretary and President Donald Trump should visit the Supreme Court Library and pull from the shelves volume 319 of the official United States Reports and turn to page 641 from the case of West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, which concerned the ability of the state of West Virginia to compel students to salute the American flag. 
Justice Robert Jackson, who would later be named the lead prosecutor at the Nuremberg Trials, authored the majority opinion. Jackson reminded us of the history and dangers of state-imposed ideology: "As governmental pressure toward unity becomes greater, so strife becomes more bitter as to whose unity it shall be. Probably no deeper division of our people could proceed from any provocation than from finding it necessary to choose what doctrine and whose program public educational officials shall compel youth to unite in embracing. Ultimate futility of such attempts to compel coherence is the lesson of every such effort from the Roman drive to stamp out Christianity as a disturber of its pagan unity, the Inquisition, as a means to religious and dynastic unity, the Siberian exiles as a means to Russian unity, down to the fast failing efforts of our present totalitarian enemies. Those who begin coercive elimination of dissent soon find themselves exterminating dissenters. Compulsory unification of opinion achieves only the unanimity of the graveyard."
Jackson then explained: "If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion or force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein. If there are any circumstances which permit an exception, they do not now occur to us."
It is worth noting that Jackson wrote these words while the nation was at war with Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. Today, the United States is not at war, but American democracy has never before been so threatened. Jackson's words were good medicine in 1943 and essential medicine for the nation today.
Every American of every stripe and station, native born or foreign born, must resist at every turn any effort to take away our freedoms -- so hard fought and won over nearly 250 years.
Rob Hornstein, Arlington
Regarding the May 9 news article "White House praises Columbia after roughly 80 arrests in library protest":
As a graduate of Columbia Law School and active participant in the anti-Vietnam War protests, I experienced the restrained and tolerant response of Columbia University's leadership. I was among those arrested on campus, but the arrests came as a last resort to stop nonviolent sit-ins. I believe those protests did not result in violence because there was no overreaction by the university's administration.
We are now seeing the spiraling of increased militancy and destructive tactics toward pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the Columbia campus. Among the examples: the overreaction of the university to Law School professor Katherine Franke's political speech, the general mischaracterization of anti-Israel Defense Forces speech and demonstrations as "antisemitic," and the calls from the White House that Columbia must do more to suppress anti-Israel speech.
The university has fallen into a trap set by the Trump White House -- which is dangling potential restoration of federal grants if the university does more to suppress free speech on campus -- and the university is taking the bait. And unfortunately, the result has been increased militancy and destructive demonstrations by the anti-IDF protesters.
The rich tradition of academic and political free speech at Columbia is being lost. I hope that my alma mater can find the courage to face down the Trump administration's incitements, stop labeling anti-IDF speech as "antisemitic" and restore the kind of intellectual freedom that has made Columbia one of the greatest academic institutions in North America.
Bill Thompson, North Potomac
I was a Columbia College graduate and a combatant in Vietnam when protesters ousted Grayson Kirk, my friend and Columbia's president during the 1968 protests. The protesters took over Kirk's office and other buildings on campus. Nearly 60 years later, history rhymes -- protesters disrupted my alma mater and took over a library room in the name of "free expression."
It is not the same school. I reacted to each outburst with the same disgust.
In the first instance, it was a reaction to a president's war against the North Vietnamese regime; in the second, a president's war against speech he does not agree with. In the middle are the university's values of learning and thinking for oneself, of defending the right to knowledge and free inquiry.
The real victims of this situation at Columbia are not the Vietnamese or Jews or Palestinians. It is those who seriously want to know what conflicts are about and why they persist.
Peter Hutchinson, Gaithersburg
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The best way to end a presidential 'emergency'
States are right to ask the courts to overrule the president's misuse of the law.
By Editorial Board | 2025-05-14

President Donald Trump put tariffs on toys to combat a national emergency. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


To impose tariffs against Mexico and China, President Donald Trump claimed emergency authority based on "the grave threat to the United States posed by the influx of illegal aliens and illicit drugs." The worldwide tariffs he imposed on "Liberation Day," he claimed, responded to the unfair policies of America's trading partners, which produce U.S. trade deficits and "constitute an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and economy of the United States."
Using this emergency framing, Trump has invoked more than a dozen times the International Emergency Economic Powers Act  of 1977, which he understands grants him  the power to bypass Congress to impose tariffs on imports from any and all countries. Two lawsuits, one filed by California and another by a coalition of a dozen other states, are shining a spotlight on the lengths to which Trump has stretched both the definition of "emergency" and the remedies he has the power to impose.
As Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) noted on the Senate floor, "Government by one person," who "assumes all power by asserting a so-called emergency, is the antithesis of constitutional government." This is one thing Paul and Democratic California Gov. Gavin Newsom agree on.
The act had never before been used by a president to impose tariffs. Indeed, the act never mentions the word tariffs. As the states' lawsuits argue, the very idea of using import duties to solve, say, the fentanyl crisis or illegal immigration, is unrealistic.
The president has molded reality to fit his trade war under an authority that's expressly meant "to deal with any unusual and extraordinary threat, which has its source in whole or substantial part outside the United States, to the national security, foreign policy, or economy of the United States, if the President declares a national emergency with respect to such threat."
Granted, illegal immigration could conceivably be considered a "threat." But America's trade deficit with Lesotho? Neither of these, by the way, is unusual or extraordinary. The United States has been running a trade deficit since the 1970s. Illegal immigration has also been going on for a while. And Trump's roller-coaster tariffs cannot fix either problem.
Trump is not the first president to stretch the limits of emergency authority. Congress passed the economic emergency law, as it did the National Emergencies Act  of 1976, to limit presidential power and reduce the number of emergency statutes that presidents could use to bypass the legislature.
This did not stop the proliferation of emergencies. More than 40 ongoing national emergencies remain on the books; the longest-running one dates back to the Iranian hostage crisis of 1979. The "policies and actions of the Government of Nicaragua" have been called unusual and extraordinary threats to America's national security and foreign policy under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act. The act also has been deployed to punish foreign governments for things such as public corruption, denying religious freedom and undermining democratic processes.
Trump's  use of national emergencies to justify his taking control of everything from trade policy to immigration, and even energy policy, poses its own extraordinary threat to the country -- as California's lawsuit notes -- by causing economic upheaval that might lead to economic stagnation and inflation.
Congress has the authority to limit this abuse. But Republican lawmakers need the courage to use it. Instead, they chose to short-circuit the provision in the National Emergencies Act that required Congress to vote on resolutions by Democrats to end the emergency tariffs imposed on Mexico and Canada within 18 days by imposing a rule that the remaining days in their session should not be considered "calendar days" under the law.
As House Foreign Affairs ranking Democrat Gregory W. Meeks (New York) said, "House Republicans are declaring that the days are no longer days and that time has literally stopped."
A more responsible Congress would mandate that national emergencies declared by the president expire automatically after, say, 30 days unless Congress votes to extend them, and then require annual congressional renewal. This might require that the president provide periodic reports on the status of any emergency and the effect of actions taken to address it. It would also review the 40-plus ongoing emergencies.
Until such a Congress takes shape, it is left to the courts to stop the use of dubious emergency powers. Fortunately, some states are willing to take a stand against the president's unusual threat to America's economy and national security.
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Europe's military buildup: A breakneck race that's not fast enough
In Sweden, as across Europe, defense spending is soaring -- but too slowly to meet Russia's threat.
By Lee Hockstader | 2025-05-14

A Swedish-made military aircraft performs aerobatic maneuvers during the AIRVG2025 Airshow in Zagreb, Croatia, on Saturday. (Damir Sencar/AFP/Getty Images)


STOCKHOLM -- Europe's race to rearm is accelerating at warp speed -- and not nearly fast enough.
For a closer look at that paradox, I spent time recently in Sweden, which scrapped 200 years of neutrality -- and decades of unilateral disarmament -- when it became NATO's newest member last year.
Faced with fraying transatlantic ties and mounting Russian belligerence, Swedes should no longer think of their nation as a "blue-eyed idealist on the sidelines" but rather "a realist in the center of events," Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson said in January. The country, he added, is not at war -- but nor is at peace.
As in much of northern and Eastern Europe, Stockholm's new realism has inspired a swift pivot from post-Cold War complaisance during which its armed forces and defense spending withered. In 2013, Sweden's defense chief said the country could resist an armed attack for no longer than a week, despite a homegrown arms industry that produces some of the world's most advanced fighter jets, tanks and submarines.
In just the past four years, Sweden's defense budget has doubled, and steep new outlays are planned through 2030. Spurred by government borrowing, military spending -- just 1 percent of Swedish economic output in 2017 -- is set to reach 3.5 percent by 2030, the most since the 1960s.
"The speed of transformation in Sweden is proof that societies can change quickly," said Gerald Knaus, a social scientist who leads the European Stability Initiative think tank.
That's a reasonable view. But Europe's buildup is also badly lagging Russia's breakneck transition to a war footing. A third of Moscow's spending, equal to roughly 7 percent of gross domestic product, is now devoted to the military. No European member of NATO comes close.
The Kremlin, European intelligence services warn, could attack a small NATO member -- possibly one of the Baltic states on the alliance's eastern flank -- just months after combat winds down in Ukraine. A major assault would be possible within five years.
That forecast has shaken Sweden. In 2022, after Russian troops swept across Ukraine, nearly 30,000 Swedes applied to join the Home Guard, a part-time force tasked with territorial defense; that was a sixfold increase from previous years. The same year, the government resurrected a cabinet position to oversee civil defense, a job abolished after World War II. Sweden's armed forces are rapidly expanding their ranks, including with conscripts.
Last year, a pamphlet pointedly titled "In case of crisis or war" was mailed to every Swedish household, outlining best practices in an emergency. Those include setting aside cash, a scarce commodity in a country wedded to digital payments.
The point, Kristersson told me in an interview, is that famously individualistic Swedes should prepare for sacrifice. They "simply cannot expect the U.S. to continue being the main provider of security for European countries," he said.
Just outside Stockholm, I spent part of a recent Saturday afternoon with two dozen Swedes who have taken that message to heart. They had gathered for a voluntary crash course on what to do in the event of crises, which all present understood were likely to originate from Russia. More than 200,000 Swedes are expected to take similar classes this year, officials told me.
"In Sweden, we have been so spoiled. We are so rich and always well taken care of," Anna Nuback, who leads the Lotta Corps, a women's group that organizes the classes, told me. "Our message is: You have to prepare to make sacrifices."
The question now is how to match the mounting sense of urgency with the resources required to meet the Russian threat. That's all the more pressing as Washington considers drawing down the more than 85,000 U.S. troops stationed in Europe.
Seven or eight years ago, Sweden "had lots of time but very little money" to prepare its defenses, Pal Jonson, Sweden's defense minister, told me. "Now, we have a lot more money but very little time."
Elsewhere in Europe, a similar surge is underway as other countries race to bulk up their own armed forces. But they are constrained by the need to resupply Ukraine as U.S. weapons shipments dwindle. And across the continent, defense industrial capacity is inadequate; European arms manufacturers can't match U.S.-made air defenses and other critical systems Kyiv needs.
Seen in that light, there is cold logic to President Donald Trump's demand that European NATO members, whose defense outlays average about 2 percent of GDP, increase their spending to 5 percent.
Europeans were aghast when Trump made that ask; NATO itself is weighing a new spending target of just 3.5 percent of economic output. But if Europe's own assessments of the threat posed by Russia are correct, then Trump's demand should be taken seriously.
When I asked Kristersson about it, he didn't flinch. Sweden's overall military spending could reach that level in five years or so, including arms for Ukraine and cyber and other hybrid defense programs, he said: "There is a very good reason to do it."
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CWG Live updates:  Summery warmth and thunderstorm chances into Saturday
Almost summery heat and humidity provide fuel for possible storms the next three days.
By David Streit, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Scott Dance | 2025-05-15
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Temperatures warm to near 80 this afternoon with a few hit-or-miss showers and storms possible late afternoon into evening.
What's next? Showers and storms are likely to zip through the area Friday afternoon into early Saturday. Milder, less humid air returns Sunday and Monday with lots of sunshine.
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D.C. may have dodged deepest Medicaid cut. Officials are still worried.
D.C. officials are cautiously optimistic after a lobbying and public pressure campaign, but they say other Medicaid changes still pose a threat.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2025-05-15

People hold up signs as D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) speaks about potential Medicaid cuts during a news conference this month at Children's National Hospital in Northwest Washington. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


After a lobbying and a public pressure campaign, the District may have dodged the deepest cut to Medicaid contemplated by House Republicans, but city officials say they are still bracing for changes to the public insurance program.
Members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee on Wednesday advanced legislation that includes work requirements and eligibility limits -- but not a steep reduction in federal payments to D.C. that local officials say could have reshaped health care in the city.
Lawmakers previously floated a proposal that would have cut $1 billion in federal funding to the District and shrunk the public insurance program by $2 billion, a prospect the city's top health policy official dubbed "Armageddon."
But the D.C.-specific cut -- where the federal government would no longer pay 70 percent of the District's Medicaid costs -- was missing when the bill's language came out Sunday night. District officials breathed a cautious sigh of relief that the current federal match survived step one in the legislative process. It is still possible, however, that a lawmaker could try to insert the provision before it reaches President Donald Trump's desk, a process that leadership aims to wrap by early July.
Asked for a comment Monday, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser said: "My staff reports to me that our concern about changing the D.C. match is not showing up in the committee print, so that's good news. But I caution all of us to keep pushing on that issue -- stay vigilant. Because it's not over. We want to continue to make our concerns known to the House and to the Senate."
Bowser said she raised the issue directly with Trump last week when she visited the White House for the announcement that D.C. will host the 2027 NFL draft. Bowser also personally spoke to Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-Kentucky), chairman of the committee with jurisdiction over health care, to explain the impact of a reduction in D.C.'s federal matching funds, according to a D.C. official familiar with the lobbying efforts.
Bowser's federal affairs staff, groups representing hospitals and providers, including the D.C. Hospital Association and the D.C. Primary Care Association, as well as business and civic leaders convened by the Federal City Council have spent weeks talking to key lawmakers and White House staff about the potential impact of the possible cuts. They also held a news conference earlier this month at Children's National Hospital, with health-care leaders and families of children who rely on Medicaid to pay for the treatment of serious health conditions.
"There's a long way to go until the process is complete so we're going to be monitoring and engaging throughout the process as this moves through Congress," Justin Palmer of the hospital association said Monday.
Members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over health care, aimed to cut spending by as much as $880 billion over 10 years to help offset the cost of extending Trump's tax cuts.
But D.C. officials say the District is in a unique position compared with states.
While federal Medicaid payments to states are based on a formula that considers average per capita income and changes over time, the D.C. rate was fixed in 1997 amid financial turmoil. Then-House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Georgia) and Rep. Thomas M. Davis III (R-Virginia) struck a deal that said the federal government would pay 70 percent of Medicaid costs and the District 30 percent.
The arrangement recognized that the District's tax revenue is limited by the amount of tax-exempt federal property within its borders and the inability to levy a commuter tax on people who work in the District but live elsewhere.
Today, Medicaid pays for health care for more than 285,000 District residents including 95,000 infants and children, 28,000 seniors and 27,000 people with disabilities. Two-thirds of the program funds children's health care, mental health and substance use disorder services and long-term care for the elderly, city data show.
District officials warned that without a robust Medicaid program, the region's health-care network and public safety infrastructure could erode. Hospitals would have to care for more uninsured people, a revenue hit that could force some to close, costing jobs and critical services such as maternal care and trauma care.
D.C. Council member Christina Henderson (I-At Large), chair of the health committee, said she was pleased the bill does not specifically penalize D.C. But she flagged other concerns.
"If I'm looking at the bill language as a whole on the health-care front, there's still some concerning pieces in here that are going to result likely in some D.C. residents losing their health insurance," she said.
The bill would require states to recertify beneficiaries' eligibility every six months, causing some D.C. residents to lose their coverage or have gaps in coverage, and would impose work requirements with few details on how tracking and enforcement would work, she said.
Another proposal would reduce federal contributions to the handful of states that use local dollars to insure undocumented immigrants, which D.C. does through the DC Healthcare Alliance Program.
Nationally, 8.7 million people could lose their health coverage over 10 years, estimates from the Congressional Budget Office show.
A former Capitol Hill staffer, Henderson put it this way: "This is definitely a mixed-bag situation. But I've also learned when it comes to Congress, no bill is done until it's done."
Jenny Gathright and Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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CWG Live updates: Warm and humid with shower and storm chances through Saturday
Not as wet as Tuesday the next few days, but showers and storms remain possible at times as we trend warmer.
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Dana Hedgpeth, Karina Elwood | 2025-05-15
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now:  Scattered showers and storms are possible into the overnight hours. The most persistent and heaviest rain may continue to focus south and west of D.C., with more spotty and lighter activity elsewhere.
What's next? Showers and storms remain possible at times through Saturday as afternoon temperatures warm into the 80s. Storms on Friday could be severe.
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Boy swept away by floodwaters remembered as 'bright, kind, and deeply loved'
The 12-year-old boy was swept away by rushing water as he was walking outside Tuesday evening in Albemarle County, Virginia.
By Dana Hedgpeth, Jason Samenow, Karina Elwood, Nicole Asbury | 2025-05-14

Roads and downtown areas were inundated after heavy rains caused flash floods on May 13 in Lonaconing, Maryland.


Twelve-year-old Jordan Sims wanted to see the rising floodwaters for himself.
His aunt Heather Breeden said the boy had dismissed his grandmother's instructions to stay home Tuesday, and he ventured out with his older sister hoping to snap some photos of the water.
While out in Greenwood, Virginia, a small community about 30 minutes west of Charlottesville, Jordan slipped. He fell into the rushing water and was quickly swept away before his sister could pull him out, Breeden said.
Search crews waded through the water and brush looking for Jordan. Citing safety conditions, Albemarle County authorities said they decided to end the search for the evening and pick it back up in daylight.
Just before 9 a.m. Wednesday, county authorities said they found a body they believed was Jordan's.
"The rescuers ... they did their job, they tried," Breeden said in an interview.
Jordan's death came after a strong storm caused rivers and tributaries to overflow their banks in parts of the eastern United States, leading to multiple rescues and leading officials in one Maryland county to evacuate schools because of the rising water.
The flooding in central Virginia and parts of Western Maryland occurred as an atmospheric river -- a deep plume of moisture extending as far south as the Caribbean -- unloaded torrential rainfall over many hours Tuesday. Downpours repeatedly cycled over the same areas, producing rainfall totals of 3 to 8 inches from around Charlottesville to Cumberland, Maryland.
The National Weather Service issued a flash-flood emergency, its most dire flood alert, for Greene and Madison counties in Virginia, just to the north of Charlottesville, on Tuesday evening as rainfall rates reached at least 1 to 2 inches per hour. Stream levels rose up to 6 feet in just two hours. The agency received multiple reports of closed roads and high-water rescues.
Although much of the heavy rain had ended in central Virginia by Wednesday morning, flood warnings remained in effect until midday in some areas.

Rainfall amounts of 3 to 5 inches were common across western Virginia, Western Maryland and eastern West Virginia where flooding occurred on Tuesday. Allegany County, Maryland, where schools were evacuated, is outlined in red. (Ben Noll/Data source: NOAA)


Authorities closed flood-affected roads in Virginia and Maryland, warning that conditions were hazardous and advising residents to stay off roads. In Cumberland, Maryland, floodwaters covered streets and rose along the doors of parked vehicles, according to the local police department.
Schools in Allegany County, Maryland, were closed Wednesday after floodwaters forced the evacuation of two elementary schools in the area.
"I urge all Marylanders to remain vigilant, heed warnings from local officials, and prioritize safety during this time," Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said in a statement. "If you don't have to go out, please do not go out. Stay off the roads if possible and heed any evacuation orders."
Emergency crews from across the D.C. region and beyond were called in to help in areas that were hard hit.
Montgomery County was asked by state officials to help with the emergency response in Allegany County, said Rich Madaleno, the county's chief administrative officer. The county has deployed six fire and rescue personnel and two swift water rescue boats.
"We're fortunate to be able to help out and respond," Madaleno said.
Montgomery County also reported minor flooding, and Madaleno said the floodwater is expected to flow down the Potomac River in the next few days. He urged residents to stay up-to-date on weather and road conditions if they plan to recreate near the river over the weekend.

An aerial photo of the flooded downtown area in Westernport. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


In Virginia, Breeden had heard about a missing child on Newtown Road on Tuesday evening. She texted Jordan, asking if everything was okay. When she did not get a response, Breeden called Jordan's grandmother.
She was hysterically crying on the other end, Breeden recalled. Immediately, Breeden knew it was her nephew.
She rushed to Greenwood from her home in Lovingston, Virginia, to help look for Jordan, but the water was too high to go out. "It was just so much water everywhere. You didn't know where you were stepping," Breeden said.
On Wednesday morning, she joined the search crew. Grass stretched up to their hips as they looked for him. Eventually, she said, Jordan's body was found about 500 meters from where he was swept away.
"This is a heartbreaking outcome, and our hearts are with the Sims' family and loved ones," Albemarle County Fire Rescue Chief Dan Eggleston said in a statement. "We are incredibly grateful to our local and regional partners who supported this search effort with urgency, professionalism, and care."
Breeden said her nephew, a seventh-grader at Henley Middle School, loved to play basketball and picked up golfing with his elementary school principal. He played video games like "Fortnite" and "Call of Duty," and he loved rap and R&B music.
He was goofy and funny, she said.
"People could be in a bad mood, and he would just come in there and he would cheer you up," Breeden said. "He always had a smile on his face."
In a letter to the school community, Henley Principal Rick Vrhovac offered counseling services to families and their children in the wake of the tragedy.
"Jordan was a valued member of our Henley community. He was bright, kind, and deeply loved by classmates and staff alike," Vrhovac wrote. "His loss is devastating, and we know it will affect every member of our school family in different ways."
At school Wednesday, Breeden, whose daughter is in the same grade as Jordan, said students observed two minutes of silence at lunchtime to honor the boy.
They planned to make bracelets and signs. Breeden saw a photo of one poster covered in student signatures with a simple message: "Rest in peace, Jordan."

Chaz Netzer and his son Jaxson, 8, watch floodwaters Tuesday next to Calvary Christian Academy in Cresaptown, Maryland. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)
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Maryland's credit dips for first time in decades. Democrats blame Trump.
Moody's downgraded Maryland's bond rating to Aa1 for the first time in decades, another sign that the D.C. region may be approaching an economic slump. 
By Katie Shepherd | 2025-05-14

The Maryland State House in Annapolis. (Jonathan Newton/For The Washington Post)


The D.C. region's already precarious economic outlook turned a shade darker Wednesday after the bond-rating agency Moody's downgraded Maryland's long-held triple-A rating.
The move, following a similar rating reduction for the District's bonds last month, could make it more expensive for the state to borrow money and marks one of the first measurable effects of the Trump administration's deep cuts to the federal workforce and spending.
Moody's downgraded Maryland's bond rating to Aa1 -- the second-best category for credit risk --  but raised its long-term outlook to stable from negative, where it had been for about a year. The rating agency said in a report published Wednesday that the rating downgrade -- the first for Maryland since at least 1973 -- was driven by "economic and financial under performance" compared with other states that have a triple-A bond rating. The report said that is expected to continue as Maryland faces rising costs and falling revenue because of federal policy changes.
The state's top elected leaders were swift to place blame with President Donald Trump.
"To put it bluntly, this is a Trump downgrade," the state's top leaders -- including Gov. Wes Moore, Lt. Gov. Aruna Miller, Treasurer Dereck Davis, Comptroller Brooke Lierman, House Speaker Adrienne Jones and Senate President Bill Ferguson, all Democrats -- said in a joint statement responding to the report.
The downgrades may portend an economic slump in the D.C. region. In the District, unemployment rose by 12.2 percent in February compared with a year ago, reaching 24,558 jobless claims, according to the most recent analysis by the D.C. Office of the Chief Financial Officer.
Surrounding areas in the region, including Maryland's Prince George's County and Virginia's Fairfax County, have similarly seen increases in jobless claims. And retail spending has lagged across the region, which has not fully recovered from the financial blows of the coronavirus pandemic. Those factors have led experts to warn that a regional recession may be ahead.
Maryland Republican officials rejected the notion that Trump is to blame for the wilted bond rating.
"Donald Trump didn't downgrade Maryland's bond rating -- Annapolis Democrats did," Senate Minority Leader Stephen S. Hershey (R-Queen Anne's) said in a statement Wednesday. "Maryland is at the top of a financial death spiral. This is not how we win the future -- and at this rate, we won't be able to afford the future."
House Minority Leader Jason C. Buckel (R-Allegany) said the state should have seen the downgrade coming and that Democrats had inflated education spending and expanded the size of state government in recent years.
The downgrade "should come as no surprise to anyone who has been paying attention to Maryland's fiscal challenges," Buckel said in a statement.
Moody's hinted last year that Maryland would get a downgrade, even before Trump won the 2024 election, when the agency projected a negative outlook for the state.
The agency raised concerns that the state had overextended its spending, spurring deficit projections over a number of years that could balloon to more than $6 billion by 2030.
Moody's again signaled trouble for the state in March, when it declared that Maryland faced the greatest risk of any state in the nation from federal job and spending cuts, because of its higher-than-average concentration of federal workers. The state's private industries, such as health care and research, also heavily depend on federal support.
"Over the last one hundred days, the federal administration's decisions have wreaked havoc on the entire region, including Maryland," the state's top leaders said in the joint statement. "Washington, D.C., received a credit downgrade. Thousands of federal workers are losing their jobs. Actual and proposed cuts to everything from health care to education will continue to exact an incalculable toll on Maryland and states across the country."
Maryland's Democratic leaders took steps to address concerns over the state's structural deficit during a legislative session that ended in April.
Legislative leaders passed a budget that raised taxes and cut about $2 billion in spending to close a $3 billion gap. While the rating agency acknowledged those efforts, it also recognized that state leaders may be forced to return to Annapolis later this year to address losses stemming from federal actions.
The state's top leaders on Wednesday offered some reassurances that they will not shy from confronting ongoing economic challenges as the Trump administration continues to reduce the federal workforce and claw back federal dollars.
"Maryland still holds one of the highest possible credit ratings in the nation, and as we have for decades, we will always pay our debts," Democratic leaders said. "We have taken proactive steps to protect our people and fortify our state in the face of federal headwinds. And together we will continue to answer crisis in Washington with courage in Maryland."
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As Army plans parade for its 250th anniversary, protesters prepare, too
An event billed as a protest of Trump "and the War Machine" is being planned for June 14, the same day as Trump's birthday and the Army's celebration.
By Olivia George | 2025-05-14

Troops march over the Arlington Memorial Bridge on June 8, 1991, in a parade honoring Gulf War troops. (Doug Mills/AP)


As the U.S. Army plans a parade in Washington with thousands of soldiers, hundreds of vehicles and dozens of aircraft to celebrate the 250th anniversary of its founding on June 14, protesters are making preparations of their own.
"The National Protest Against Trump and the War Machine plans to mobilize thousands from across the country to protest the military parade," according a permit application filed with the National Park Service last week. The Army's celebration coincides with the 79th birthday of President Donald Trump, who has long mused about showcasing the might of America's armed forces on the streets of the capital.
"A military parade celebrating Trump and the Army is an outrageous insult to the American people," reads the permit application. "What really makes America great is its working people -- U.S.-born and immigrant alike -- not billionaires and the military that enforces their domination of the rest of the world."
Andy Koch, a Minneapolis-based organizer with the Freedom Road Socialist Organization, said he wanted to help coordinate a protest as soon as he heard about the Army's plans.
"It's just kind of over the top," said Koch, 35. He and other organizers have requested permission to host the rally in Meridian Hill Park in Northwest Washington, he said. "Then our intention would be to march within sight and sound of the military parade."
Details for the parade itself have yet to be finalized, though the Army anticipates 150 vehicles, 50 aircraft and 6,600 soldiers taking part.
"The procession will tell the story of the history of the Army, beginning with the Revolutionary War and concluding with the modern-day Army," spokesperson Heather Hagan said in a statement to The Washington Post.
An application submitted earlier this spring by America250.org called for the parade to begin at the Pentagon's north parking lot at 6 p.m., cross the Arlington Memorial Bridge into D.C. and continue on Constitution Avenue NW, ending at 15th Street. The Army's Golden Knights will parachute down to the Ellipse, a flyover will zoom overhead and fireworks will decorate the night sky.
Set to begin at 8 p.m., a "concert will consist of 5-7 musical acts" with "well known performers" who are "likely from the country music world," according to the application.
The Army is working with local law enforcement, the National Park Service, District Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Park Police and D.C. Water, which will assess the roads and bridges, Hagan said.
The Army began planning a 250th celebration event in Washington in early 2024, an Army official with knowledge of the event previously told The Post. The celebration will mark the anniversary of the Continental Congress's vote to officially create the Continental Army to defend the colonies from the British.
But the overlap of the Army's festivities with Trump's birthday has prompted ire, especially at a time when his overhaul of the federal government includes slashing the Department of Veterans Affairs and curtailing remote work allowances upon which federal workers whose spouses serve in the military had relied.
The upcoming show of pageantry has stirred mixed feelings in Koch's own family. He has family members who are veterans, he said. Some applaud Trump. Others are angry.
The last time troops paraded in D.C. was in 1991, when 800,000 people jammed the nation's capital to honor Gulf War service members and watch a seven-block-long display of military equipment.
According to the permit application, the protest will include an estimated 100 organizers, 1,000 volunteers and 10,000 to 20,000 participants.
"President Trump is eroding the people's democratic rights, our union rights, vilifying immigrants, gutting social services, and much more as part of his right-wing, racist agenda," reads the application.
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What is birthright citizenship, and which countries have it?
President Donald Trump has falsely claimed the U.S. is alone in offering citizenship as a birthright. More than 30 countries do -- but some have rolled it back.
By Vivian Ho | 2025-05-15

President Donald Trump has falsely claimed that the United States is alone in offering birthright citizenship. In fact, more than 30 countries do. (iStock)


Birthright citizenship, a practice that President Donald Trump is seeking to end, sets the United States apart from much of the world. But the U.S. is not alone in creating such a policy -- and Trump is not the only leader to push for getting rid of it.
Legal scholars and civil liberties groups say Trump's order, which seeks to reinterpret the 14th Amendment in an effort to prevent migrants from crossing into the United States to have U.S. citizen children, is illegal, and 22 states and D.C. have joined legal challenges to it. Through the order, the Trump says it wants to deny automatic U.S. citizenship for children born to undocumented immigrants and foreign visitors. "Birthright citizenship is part of what makes the United States the strong and dynamic nation that it is," Anthony D. Romero, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said in a statement.
The Supreme Court on Thursday held a session reviewing a case involving Trump's effort to end birthright citizenship. The judges are not considering the constitutionality of his order, but instead are looking at his administration's request for judges to lift injunctions imposed by lower-court judges that have temporarily blocked the policy from taking effect.
Trump has falsely claimed that the United States is alone in offering birthright citizenship; in fact more than 30 countries do, including Canada, Mexico and many Western nations with a colonial history. More than 20 countries have reversed or rolled back their policies. "It has been challenged many times by countries pressed by immigration," said Graziella Bertocchi, an economics professor at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia in Italy who studies the effects of immigration and citizenship. "Trump is not the first."

President Donald Trump wasted no time signing a series of executive actions on his return to office Jan. 20.


The history of birthright citizenship in the United States differs from other countries in that it was codified almost a century after the country's founding in the 14th Amendment. The Naturalization Act of 1790 applied to only "free white persons," but the 14th Amendment that ended slavery in the country also established citizenship for freed Black Americans, as well as "all people born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof."
The Supreme Court upheld this right in 1898 when it ruled that Wong Kim Ark, who was born in San Francisco but had been denied reentry to the United States after a trip abroad because of his Chinese descent, was a U.S. citizen.
However, the U.S. adopted its jus soli policy from the United Kingdom, whose practice of birthright citizenship grew out of feudal traditions that assigned serfs born on a lord's land to that specific lord, Bertocchi said.
A number of European countries reversed their stance on jus soli after World War II, Bertocchi said, with much of Europe now practicing some form of jus sanguinis -- citizenship through blood. The United Kingdom changed its laws in 1984 to stipulate that a child born on British soil was a citizen only if a parent was a legal resident or citizen of the United Kingdom. Ireland followed suit in 2004, allowing for individuals abroad to claim citizenship through an Irish-citizen parent or grandparent.
There have been few studies on the effect of reversing or rolling back birthright citizenship, Bertocchi said, and little agreement on the economic, cultural or social impact of such a policy change. However, she said studies on countries that have done the reverse and loosened their citizenship restrictions -- rolling back jus sanguinis as Germany did after the fall of the Berlin Wall, for example -- had found the effects to be overall positive for the immigrants. "They're more likely to become educated, to participate in the political life," she said.
Most countries reversed course amid rising concerns around immigration, and the oft-repeated narrative that women were entering the country to give birth and get their children citizenship, Bertocchi said -- a practice that Trump has referred to as "birth tourism" -- though it's unclear how often this happens. Around the world, moves to end jus soli have been criticized as xenophobic and cruel to immigrant families. The decision of the Australian government to deport a Tamil family back to Sri Lanka -- two refugees and their two young daughters who had been born on Australian soil while their parents awaited a decision on their asylum claim -- was met with public outcry. The family spent years in immigration detention before they were ultimately granted permanent visas.
The Dominican Republic's decision to reverse its birthright policy resulted in chaos: The country's Constitutional Court had ruled that the policy change applied to anyone born after 1929, a move that left 200,000 Dominicans of Haitian descent stateless. While Trump's executive order states that it will not be retroactive and will only affect those born within the United States after 30 days from the date of the order, immigration rights' advocates are concerned that this order is only the start.
"This opens the door to a principle that says that the president gets to decide who is subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and who is not," said Martha S. Jones, a legal historian at Johns Hopkins University and the author of "Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in Antebellum America."
The executive order sends a dangerous message, Jones said. "The message is that we continue to harbor questions and skepticism about whether you belong," she said. "The message is ... if you believe yourself to be an American, you are going to have to fight for that."
Ann E. Marimow and Sammy Westfall contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/01/22/birthright-citizenship-countries-trump-executive-order/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



After a cat's quinceanera went viral, strangers donated thousands to a pet shelter
Miranda Gonzalez hired a mariachi band but didn't tell them the quinceanera was for a cat for fear they would drop out.
By Kyle Melnick | 2025-05-15

Miranda Gonzalez hosted a quinceanera for her 15-year-old cat, Holly, in Houston on May 3. (Miranda Gonzalez)


The teenager, wearing a gold dress and a silver crown, entered her birthday party in a small white Bentley. Bubbles flew into the clear sky as 50 Cent's "In da Club" played on a large speaker and dozens of guests cheered.
Thus began the extravagant quinceanera for Holly, a 15-year-old cat from Houston.
The quinceanera, which celebrates a girl's transition into adulthood in Latin American cultures, featured traditional elements: a mariachi band, an elaborate cake and a father-daughter dance.

Miranda Gonzalez threw an extravagant quinceanera for her 15-year-old rescue cat, Holly, in Houston on May 3.


"I wanted to show off my love for her," Miranda Gonzalez, Holly's owner, told The Washington Post. "I wanted to have these memories. That's what you do a quinceanera for: for the love of your daughter and showing everybody how much you love and appreciate them."
Gonzalez's love for Holly has spread farther than she expected. Videos and photos from the event have received millions of views on TikTok, where Holly's new fans have enjoyed seeing her treated like a princess. Holly has even helped raise thousands of dollars for a cat adoption center with her newfound fame. She wore her quinceanera outfit again for an interview with Houston news station KHOU last week.
When Gonzalez, on her 18th birthday, adopted Holly as a 6-month-old in December 2010, she recalled telling her aunt, Victoria: "I'm going to have a quinceanera for her when she turns 15." Gonzalez named her after Holly Road, the animal shelter in Corpus Christi, Texas, where she adopted the black-and-white cat.
Gonzalez got married in 2012 and has two children, Bentley and Brielle, who are 12 and 8 years old, respectively. Every May, her family sings happy birthday to Holly and serves her canned chicken with a candle on top.
On Holly's birthday last year, Gonzalez said she began a list of everything she wanted to celebrate Holly's quinceanera.

Anthony Gonzalez, left, Miranda Gonzalez, and their children, Bentley and Brielle, celebrate Holly's quinceanera. (Miranda Gonzalez)


Domestic cats typically live between 13 and 17 years, according to PetMD. Gonzalez wanted to go all-out in case this was Holly's final birthday.
"I cried thinking about one day not having her there," said Gonzalez, 32.
Family members, whom Gonzalez called padrinos, the Spanish word for godparents, donated money and decorations. She hired a mariachi band but didn't tell them the quinceanera was for a cat for fear they would drop out.
Gonzalez and a friend bought gold dresses made for dogs, cut them, stitched the pieces together and added a gold pendant for Holly's custom dress. A dessert shop in Katy, Texas, made the lemon cake, which featured a glittery sign on top that said "Mis 15 Anos" -- "My 15th birthday."

Miranda Gonzalez bought a large lemon cake for Holly's quinceanera. (Miranda Gonzalez)


Gonzalez's friends from across the United States attended the party. Instead of gifts, Gonzalez asked attendees to donate to Almost Home Cat Haven, a Houston pet adoption center where her son had volunteered.
When guests arrived at Gonzalez's house on May 3, they walked by a table that included a guest book, framed photos of Holly, a rosary, candles and a Hello Kitty doll wearing the same dress as the birthday girl. The party took place in the backyard, where Gonzalez set up seven circular tables with white chairs. She said she spent about $2,600 on the event.
Guests, dressed in formal attire, were eating carne asada, rice, beans and tortillas when Holly exited the back door in the children's Bentley, which Gonzalez controlled with a remote. The roughly 40 guests sang happy birthday to Holly in English and Spanish. Gonzalez readjusted the crown atop Holly's head for photos.

Holly arrived at her quinceanera in a miniature white Bentley that Miranda Gonzalez controlled with a remote. (Miranda Gonzalez)


Members of Mariachi de Houston los Halcones, the band Gonzalez hired, were shocked to learn the quinceanera was for a cat when they arrived.
"We supposed it'd be for a girl," said Claudia Lezama, the band's manager. "We never played before for a cat or a dog or any other animal."
While Gonzalez bought a small cake for Holly, her cat ended up eating buttercream icing from the big cake.
Holly went inside throughout the party to eat canned chicken, go to the bathroom and take naps. Outside, she sat with her family members while listening to music.
Near the end of the night, Gonzalez's husband, Anthony, cradled Holly in his arms for a dance to Tim McGraw's "My Little Girl." Holly, who was awake past her bedtime, went inside at about 9:30 p.m. Gonzalez and her guests shared pictures and memories of Holly outside for a few more hours.
At about 2 a.m., Gonzalez went to her king-size bed, where Holly settled her head atop her owner's left arm and fell asleep.

Holly wore a gold dress and a crown for her quinceanera. (Miranda Gonzalez)


When Gonzalez's TikToks went viral later that day, she asked her new followers to also donate to Almost Home Cat Haven. The adoption center has since received more than 100 gifts off Amazon -- food, chicken-flavored treats, beds, flea and tapeworm medicine, light fixtures and other supplies -- as well as about $3,400.
Deena Urich, the center's managing director, said she told Gonzalez: "I can tell you thank you 50,000 times. It wouldn't be enough."
"It saved us from having to constantly worry where the next dime is coming from," said Urich, whose center houses about 100 cats.
But Holly's charity work -- and festivities -- might not end with the quinceanera: Gonzalez said she is considering a Sweet 16 celebration.
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She covered human rights for VOA in Azerbaijan. Now she's in jail. 
Ulviyya Ali reported for Voice of America for years. Trump's moves to dismantle the U.S.-funded outlet may have put her at greater risk, activists say.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2025-05-15

Journalist Ulviyya Ali protests media law restrictions on Dec. 28, 2021, in front of the parliament building in Baku, Azerbaijan. (Fargana Novruzova)


Ulviyya Ali took out her phone and rushed to write a letter asserting her innocence. She had not yet been charged with a crime, but she had a hunch that she would soon lose her freedom.
"If you are reading this message, it means I have been arrested on trumped-up charges due to my journalistic activity," Ali, 31, who was working as a reporter for the U.S. government-funded news outlet Voice of America, wrote in January. "... It is known to everyone that the Azerbaijani state has no tolerance left for independent media."
Ali -- who is known among her friends as "Ulka" and whose legal name is Ulviyya Guliyeva -- wrote the letter just before complying with a summons for questioning at the police headquarters in Baku, the capital of the former Soviet republic.
She knew that several other journalists had been detained immediately after they arrived there. In fact, she had made a habit of sending home-cooked meals to them and their cell mates in recent months. She prepared for the worst, feeding her two cats and sending photos of herself for friends to publish in case she never returned.
Azerbaijani authorities hit her with a travel ban but allowed her to walk free -- until May 7, when police raided her home and arrested her sometime after 11 p.m.
"I would not say she was afraid. She was very calm and psychologically ready for it," said Nilufar Mammadrzayeva, one of Ali's friends and a 25-year-old labor activist from Azerbaijan who is currently moving from country to country for fear of government persecution.
Ali is being accused of currency smuggling -- a charge that has been levied against other journalists in the country -- after police claimed they found more than 6,000 euros, or about $6,700, in her home.
Her mother, Ilhama Guliyeva, 58, told The Washington Post that her daughter was then tortured in a pre-trial detention facility, with police and interrogators dragging her by the hair, beating her over the head and threatening to "violate her ladyhood" until she surrendered her phone and laptop passwords. Ali and her lawyer had relayed these details to Guliyeva by phone from the detention facility, she said.
Azerbaijan -- an authoritarian country wedged between Europe and Asia -- is ranked 167 out of 180 countries in Reporters Without Borders' Press Freedom Index, and it is known for squashing activism and media seen as critical of its government. President Ilham Aliyev has "waged a merciless war" against the media since he took office in 2003, and in late 2023 launched "a new wave of fierce repression against the country's last remaining journalists." Ali is one of at least 25 journalists currently in detention in Azerbaijan, and she was the last remaining journalist to regularly cover court hearings before her arrest.
"What made her a target was the fact that she was one of the few remaining journalists on the ground who kept reporting," said Arzu Geybulla, 41, a writer and editor at Global Voices who is from Azerbaijan.
In March, President Donald Trump issued an executive order that forced Voice of America to immediately cease operations, pausing a more than 80-year mission to promote press freedom and democratic values abroad. The move has been criticized for potentially endangering VOA journalists -- particularly those who could face potential persecution in their home countries if their work visas are canceled, as well as those who report under authoritarian governments that may have been otherwise hesitant to go after reporters working for a U.S. government institution.
"Having VOA behind you, or one of our sister networks, it could sometimes be a measure of protection," said Jessica Jerreat, VOA's press freedom editor. She and several others filed a lawsuit in March attempting to stop the Trump administration from dismantling the organization and its parent agency.
"To me, this is very much about what's going to happen to our most vulnerable colleagues. They've risked their lives to report for us, and we've always been able to protect them," she said.
According to Jerreat, more than 1,300 VOA staffers were placed on paid leave and immediately lost access to the newsroom and their computer systems. Many others lost their jobs as well as direct contact with safety specialists at the organization, who often kept tabs on reporters based in turbulent areas and helped with their safety.

Journalist Ulviyya Ali has been accused of currency smuggling by the Azerbaijani government. (Provided by Gulnara Mehdiyeva)


Ali was advised by her VOA colleagues to pause her work in February, partly due to the government pressure she was facing. The Azerbaijani government also appeared to be clamping down further on foreign media and revoked press accreditation for two VOA reporters in late February, according to Jerreat.
Ali then lost her job when Trump dismantled the news service in March. That month, she told JAMnews that VOA's closure would leave Azerbaijan "with nothing but state propaganda."
"She was depressed all the time, being laid off and facing a travel ban," said Vahid Aliyev, a 34-year-old human rights activist from Azerbaijan and a friend of Ali's.
"We were talking about how the Trump administration has emboldened the government in Azerbaijan to close down international media, which is usually more protected in Azerbaijan," he added.
VOA Director Michael Abramowitz told The Post in a statement that "Ms. Ali stopped working for VOA because it was shut down."
"But I am deeply concerned about her imprisonment," he added. "She has had a long and productive association with VOA, and I trust the U.S. government is doing everything it can to secure her release."
The White House and the Azerbaijan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not respond to requests for comment.
After losing her job, Ali began searching for other work while continuing to report on court hearings and protests from her social media accounts. She worried about how she would manage to pay rent and continue feeding her cats, her friends said.
She was not naive to the dangers of her job. In May 2024, Farid Mehralizada, an Azerbaijani journalist who reported for VOA's federally funded sister network, was arrested on smuggling charges. Even before Ali faced a travel ban, Mammadrzayeva said she and others had "begged" Ali to temporarily stop reporting and to stay out of the country, to which Ali had refused.
"She said, 'No, I'm a journalist. I cannot live any other way,'" Mammadrzayeva recalled. "She was the only journalist left in the country who was still covering court hearings. ... She said she will cover everything until she is detained."
In 2021, Ali was "brutally beaten" by police and had her camera broken while covering a rally over the killing of a domestic violence victim in Baku, according to Gulnara Mehdiyeva, a 35-year-old women's rights activist and friend of Ali's who lives in exile. She credited Ali with exposing police violence that day with the photos she took.
"I want people who care about human rights to know there is a country called Azerbaijan where innocent people face repression, face charges, just because they tell the truth," Mehdiyeva said. "The government takes their youth to keep their dictatorship alive."
Ali faces up to eight years in prison and was arrested as part of the government's broader criminal case against a German-based news organization called Meydan TV. Ali and Meydan TV have said they never worked together, and at least nine journalists from the organization have been jailed on allegations of bringing Western funding into the country illegally, according to the Committee to Protect Journalists.
For now, Ali's mother is calling for the Azerbaijani government to drop its "fabricated" charges and for her daughter to be "released immediately and unconditionally." She said she hopes to see Ali continue to report one day.
"She has always been on the right side of history," she said. "She has always been on the side of the oppressed."
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Missouri voters to be asked to undo abortion protections passed last year 
The constitutional amendment now to be put to referendum would ban abortions except for medical emergencies, rape and incest.
By Annie Gowen | 2025-05-15

Kansas City residents wait in line in 2024 to sign a petition supporting a ballot initiative to end Missouri's near-total ban on abortion. (Ed Zurga/AP)


The Missouri Senate approved a proposal late Wednesday that will place a restrictive abortion referendum on the ballot probably next year, imperiling state constitutional protections for the procedure passed just six months ago.
The 2024 citizen-led measure passed  52 percent to 48 percent after surviving a lengthy court battle. It enshrined in the Missouri Constitution "the right to make and carry out decisions about all matters relating to reproductive health care" up until fetal viability, about 24 weeks. Missouri state law had allowed abortions only to save a woman's life, with no exceptions for rape and incest.
Republican legislators now want to reverse that outcome and are asking Missourians to vote on a new constitutional amendment that would repeal Amendment 3 and ban most abortions except for medical emergencies, rape and incest, which can only be performed no later than 12 weeks and if the offense was reported to law enforcement prior to the procedure.
Abortion rights advocates crowded the Senate chamber in the state capital in Jefferson City, shouting "stop the ban" as the lawmakers voted 21-11 to approve the referendum measure in the final week of their session. Rep. Ashley Aune, a Democrat from Platte County, posted on X during the debate, "Missouri, the fight to MAINTAIN our bodily autonomy is on."
The executive director of Abortion Action Missouri, Mallory Schwarz, noted afterward that 1.5 million Missouri residents had voted for abortion rights last year. The resolution that just passed is "antiabortion politicians ... showing us they think Missourians are disposable," Schwarz said in a statement.
Republican lawmakers have cast the 2024 ballot victory for abortion access as voter backlash between two extreme choices -- one being a complete ban with no exceptions for rape and incest, and another allowing the procedure up until fetal viability. An abortion ban with exceptions for rape and incest would be more palatable to voters, they have said.
Rep. Brian Seitz, a Baptist pastor from Branson who led the effort in the House, has said Missourians deserve better options "that are more in line with their values."

Missouri Rep. Brian Seitz examines the text of a proposed constitutional amendment on abortion during debate at the state Capitol in Jefferson City in April. (David A. Lieb/AP)


"Voters in the past few years were given the choice between two extremes, choices with no middle ground," Seitz said recently. "Zero abortions, or what we have now, a landscape that allows for unfettered access."
House Speaker Jon Patterson, a doctor from the Kansas City area, was the only Republican to oppose a second referendum as that chamber took final action several weeks ago.
Surgical abortions have resumed at Missouri's Planned Parenthood clinics in Kansas City, Columbia and St. Louis. But providers are still battling the state in court over medication abortions, which today is the more common method for terminating pregnancies.
The referendum that will probably go before voters next year also prohibits public funds from being used to pay for certain abortions; prohibits the use of surgeries, hormones or drugs to assist a child with gender transition; and requires parental consent before an abortion for minors.
"Missourians proved by passing Amendment 3 at the ballot box [that] people want access to abortion care," the ACLU of Missouri said in a statement. The legislature is "literally rewriting the rules ... in an attempt to reinstate Missouri's total abortion ban."
Since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned a constitutional right to abortion in 2022, 19 states have passed measures to ban or restrict the procedure and voters in more than a dozen states have passed abortion-related ballot protections, according to Paula M. Lantz, a health policy professor at the University of Michigan.
Yet the era of ballot initiatives to safeguard abortion rights may have peaked last year, according to Lantz. Most states that still have restrictive abortion laws don't give citizens the power to put constitutional questions before voters, she said. Legislators have far more leeway.
"As we are seeing in Missouri, legislators are now countering with a new restrictive amendment for voters to consider," Lantz said. "If legislators are intent upon passing severely restrictive abortion laws, they can engage in ongoing constitutional amendment battles at the voting booth. It is much easier for legislators to get a ballot initiative in front of voters than citizens who must go through layered administrative processes and secure thousands of signatures."
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After hitting staggering heights, U.S. overdose deaths fell sharply in 2024
The opioid crisis in the U.S. shows signs of improvement, with a significant drop in fentanyl overdose deaths in 2024.
By David Ovalle | 2025-05-15
U.S. drug deaths plunged in 2024, according to federal data published Wednesday, offering hope that public health measures are paying off even as the toll remains high.
Though there doesn't seem to be a single variable to attribute to the gains, the drop in overdose deaths comes amid concerns that cuts to federal public health agencies and proposals to cut Medicaid could undercut progress.
An estimated 80,391 people died from drugs in 2024, a decrease of nearly 27 percent from the previous year, according to provisional state data collected by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Deaths from synthetic opioids -- chiefly fentanyl, which has fueled the overdose crisis during the past decade -- played a role in the majority of drug deaths but tumbled by nearly 28,000 fatalities, the estimates show.
The progress comes after drug deaths, which had been rising for more than a decade, soared to staggering levels during the coronavirus pandemic, surpassing 100,000 each year starting in 2021. The CDC said the 2024 death toll represents the lowest level since 2019, before the pandemic.
"I would characterize this as a historically significant decrease in overdose deaths," said Brandon Marshall, a Brown University School of Public Health epidemiologist who studies overdose trends. "We're really seeing decreases almost across the entire nation at this point."
The data published Wednesday charts a dramatic decline in deaths during President Joe Biden's final year in office. The Trump administration has espoused hard-line rhetoric on fentanyl, declaring traffickers a top national security threat and citing them as a key reason for launching trade battles with China and allies Canada and Mexico.

U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi during a news conference along with the Drug Enforcement Administration. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


The administration has also touted large fentanyl seizures and asked Mexico to allow the U.S. military to conduct counternarcotics operations on Mexican soil, a request denied by that country's president.
The CDC, in a statement, noted that Trump during his first administration declared the opioid crisis a public health emergency in 2017. The declines since 2023 are a "strong sign that public health interventions are making a difference and having a meaningful impact," the agency said. "Despite these overall improvements, overdose remains the leading cause of death for Americans aged 18-44, underscoring the need for ongoing efforts to maintain this progress."
The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, in an April statement of policy priorities, emphasized curbing the flow of illicit fentanyl, along with expanding access to treatment and research into cutting-edge technologies to identify and address emerging drug threats.
But public health advocates are raising alarm that the Trump administration is undercutting those goals with plans to gut federal funding that helps states pay for overdose antidotes, addiction treatment and other measures. A survey conducted by the nonprofit research firm Rand published in May suggests that more people may be using illicit opioids than previously estimated, underscoring the need for better monitoring.
In a letter to Congress on Monday, more than 300 academics warned that the Trump administration's proposed cuts to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and CDC could "undermine the hard-fought progress we have made, especially in overdose prevention."
Experts also worry Republican plans to slash Medicaid could leave former drug users without access to medication, forcing them to turn to street drugs, said Chad Sabora, a drug policy expert who helped organize the letter. "It will equal more people dying," he said.

Paradise holds photos of her father. His death received little attention but for Nathalie's GoFundMe page in which she recalled cherished childhood memories of summer swims in a lake and bargain hunting at thrift stores -- and detailed his addiction. (Mark Abramson/For The Washington Post)


The opioid crisis began decades ago with highly addictive prescription pain killers flooding states. Users later turned to cheaper street heroin, which was largely replaced by fentanyl manufactured by Mexican organized crime groups with precursor chemicals sourced from China. The synthetic drug can be up to 50 times more potent than heroin.
No single reason explains the sudden drop in deaths, researchers and health officials stress.
The Biden administration credited seizures of fentanyl at the southern border, arrests of high-level Mexican drug traffickers and cooperation from Beijing to crack down on unscrupulous Chinese companies exporting precursor chemicals. The administration also expanded access to addiction treatment medications such as buprenorphine, which wards off opioid withdrawals, and the overdose reversal drug naloxone. It also embraced harm reduction organizations that have saturated communities with free naloxone, fentanyl test strips and sterile needles to users.
Fewer deaths "don't just happen overnight. And that's why we can credit them to the Biden administration's work," said Sheila P. Vakharia, deputy director of research and academic engagement for the nonprofit Drug Policy Alliance.
Experts also believe that the illicit drug supply, at least in some regions, may be shifting to include less fentanyl. Other drugs added to fentanyl -- such as the tranquilizer xylazine -- may prolong the sedating effect and stave off opioid withdrawal so that users consume less fentanyl each day, researchers theorize.
Experts say fewer people are using alone as the social isolation of the coronavirus pandemic has receded.
Declines in deaths may also reflect the grim reality that fentanyl has killed so many regular users that there are fewer people at risk of overdose. The trajectory of deaths "can't keep going up. It has essentially to kind of burn itself out," said Caleb Banta-Green, an addiction expert and drug researcher at the University of Washington School of Medicine.
During Biden's first three years, the death toll topped 100,000 each year.
Deaths during a 12-month period peaked in June 2023 at a staggering 114,670, making the rapid drop nationally all the more remarkable, said Nabarun Dasgupta, an epidemiologist at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He stressed that deaths had been falling in certain regions where fentanyl had been entrenched for longer.
"Americans have responded to the overdose crisis with powerful community efforts, from every small town to large city. What we are seeing is the fruit of all that collective labor. These local efforts are the heart of overdose prevention," Dasgupta said.

Paradise looks over an original script that her father, a former movie set designer, left behind from the film "Ten Things I Hate About You." (Mark Abramson/For The Washington Post)


The CDC data released on Wednesday is not definitive; final death statistics lag because toxicology testing often takes months to complete.
Deaths involving stimulants such as methamphetamine and cocaine -- which users increasingly take alongside fentanyl -- also decreased, the statistics show.
Two states, Nevada and South Dakota, notched slight increases from the previous year. But nearly all states showed declines in 2024. States such as New Hampshire, West Virginia and Ohio recorded declines of 35 percent or more.
In Washington state, where fentanyl became entrenched years later than on the East Coast, suspected drug deaths dropped by nearly 12 percent, after years of increases, for a total of 3,167.
In King County, home to Seattle, health officials distributed 124,700 naloxone kits in 2024 and opened three vending machines for people to obtain the medication, fentanyl test strips and other supplies. County officials and the University of Washington Department of Emergency Medicine also debuted a hotline for doctors to prescribe buprenorphine through free telehealth sessions at any time of day. The city's mayor in August announced an investment of nearly $3 million in opioid litigation settlement money to increase capacity for inpatient treatment.
But the state health department's top medical officer, Tao Kwan-Gett, urged caution. Washington overdose deaths fell through much of 2024 but spiked during the final four months of the year.
"It's too early to say that we're seeing a sustained decrease," Kwan-Gett said. "I certainly hope we are, but I think we have to continue being vigilant."
The encouraging statistics in Washington and nationwide belie the heartbreak of addiction -- and death.

Paradise poses for a portrait in Los Angeles while holding a photograph of her father. New data shows overdoses plunged dramatically, including in Washington, where numbers had been spiking. (Mark Abramson/For The Washington Post)


Among the victims nationwide in 2024: a 17-month-old Los Angeles boy who ingested fentanyl during a child welfare-monitored visit with his mother; a 15-year-old girl who fatally overdosed on fentanyl at her Georgia high school, nine people who fatally overdosed in Austin, during one day.
In Seattle, former movie set designer Wade Paradise battled an opioid addiction for years after taking prescription pain killers. He was largely estranged from his family, living in squalor and suffering from myriad ailments, according to his daughter, Nathalie Paradise, 24.
She said Wade Paradise had struggled to get addiction treatment because of problems with health insurance. In December, he died at age 68 in his home from a pill made of fentanyl. His death received little attention but for Nathalie's GoFundMe page in which she recalled cherished childhood memories of summer swims in a lake and bargain hunting at thrift stores -- and detailed his addiction.
"I didn't want it to be a secret anymore. I felt like the people in his life deserved to know the truth," she said in an interview. "I also have a lot of friends who use drugs, and I hoped that by sharing my story, it might encourage them to stop."
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Man pleads not guilty to murdering deputy after police shot his son
Rodney Hinton's lawyer says he will plead not guilty by reason of insanity because seeing video of his son's death "triggered a psychiatric episode."
By Daniel Wu | 2025-05-14

Rodney Hinton Jr. walks into a courtroom on May 13. (Liz Dufour/The Enquirer/USA Today Network/Imagn Images)


Rodney Hinton Jr., a Cincinnati man who authorities said struck and killed a sheriff's deputy with his car earlier this month after his 18-year-old son was fatally shot by police, pleaded not guilty to charges of aggravated murder and felonious assault Tuesday.
Prosecutors are seeking the death penalty against Hinton, 38, whose case drew national attention to the officer-involved shooting and what prosecutors said was a "targeted killing" of a law enforcement officer by an upset father.
Hinton rammed Hamilton County Sheriff's Deputy Larry Henderson, who was directing traffic at an intersection for the University of Cincinnati's graduation ceremony, hours after he and his family met with Cincinnati police over the fatal shooting of his son, Hamilton County Prosecutor Connie Pillich said in a news conference last week.
Here's what to know about Hinton's case:
Hinton's son, Ryan Hinton, was fatally shot by Cincinnati police on May 1 after fleeing with three other young men as police investigated a stolen vehicle, Cincinnati Police Chief Teresa Theetge said in a May 2 news conference.
Body-camera footage shows an officer coming out of his car to pursue a fleeing man. Another officer can be heard yelling, "He's got a gun." About six seconds after the officer exits his vehicle, he fires several shots at a man who appears to be running away from him.
Officers recovered a gun at the scene and said after the incident that Ryan Hinton had the firearm in his hand and that it was pointed it at the officer who fired at him, Theetge said. The officer fired four or five shots, Theetge said. Ryan Hinton was hit in the chest and in the arm, and officers administered medical aid to him until the fire department arrived, the police chief added.

DeMarlyn Jackson, Ryan Hinton's cousin, is comforted by Toriyn Jackson, Hinton's mother, at a news conference in Cincinnati on May 5. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


Hinton and his family met with the Cincinnati Police Department the morning of May 2 and viewed the body-camera footage of the shooting. Hinton was "very distraught," his lawyer Michael Wright told the Cincinnati Enquirer.
Hinton left the Cincinnati Police Department at around 10:30 a.m., according to Pillich.
At about 1 p.m., Hinton approached a busy intersection near the University of Cincinnati where Henderson was directing traffic and stopped in the center lane, Pillich said. He then "floor[ed]" his vehicle, crossing into the oncoming lanes toward Henderson and hitting and killing him, the prosecutor said.
"He never veers off course; he never slows down," Pillich said.
Prosecutors charged Hinton with two counts of aggravated murder, one count of murder and two counts of felonious assault.
"It was the defendant's specific purpose to kill a law enforcement officer," Pillich said.
Hinton pleaded not guilty Tuesday. Clyde Bennett, one of Hinton's lawyers, told The Washington Post that he intends to plead not guilty by reason of insanity.
"Mr. Hinton was confronted with the visual ... murdering of his child," Bennett said. "That triggered a psychiatric episode."
Hamilton County Common Pleas Judge Jody Luebbers kept Hinton in custody, not granting him bond, WLWT5 reported.
Hinton's family is calling for further investigation of Ryan Hinton's shooting and has hired other lawyers to investigate that incident, Bennett said.
"They're very disturbed," he said. "It was a very tragic, horrific incident."
That shooting is still under investigation, which "will take some time to complete," Pillich's office said in a Monday news release. Three other suspects in the stolen-vehicle case were indicted on charges including theft, obstructing official business and improperly handing a firearm in a motor vehicle.
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) said on X that he was "sickened by what appears to be an intentional act of violence." He ordered flags lowered in Hamilton County in honor of Henderson.
David Whitehead, the Cincinnati NAACP president, said in a statement on Facebook shortly after the incident that his prayers go out to both Henderson's and Ryan Hinton's families.
"We want to make sure that any police action that results in the loss of life is transparent and justified," Whitehead said. "We also do not under any circumstances condone any retaliation, especially the type that threatens or results in harm to persons or property."
The case sparked Antoinette Holloway, who lives in Atlanta, to file a civil suit against the state of Ohio, the Cincinnati Police Department, Hamilton County Sheriff Charmaine McGuffey and the Hamilton County jail in Hinton's name, alleging that he was subjected to "excessive force" and retaliation after his arrest.
Holloway does not know Hinton or have first-hand knowledge of his situation but was compelled by his case to take action, she told The Post. Holloway has had other federal lawsuits in Georgia dismissed because they were deemed frivolous, according to the Enquirer.
Bennett, Hinton's lawyer, said the family did not know about the lawsuit and does not want it to interfere with the criminal case. The Hamilton County Sheriff's Office declined to comment. The Cincinnati Police Department and Ohio attorney general's office did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Hinton has another scheduled court appearance Friday and is also due in court May 22, according to court records. Bennett said he expects a trial to take place later this year.
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Arizona creates 'turquoise alert system' for missing Indigenous people
"Emily's Law," named for a Native American teen who was found dead, highlights the disproportionate rates of disappearance and death Indigenous people face.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-05-14

People attend a vigil for slain Native American teen Emily Pike in Mesa, Arizona, on March 6. (Samantha Chow/AP)


Arizona will launch an alert system for missing Indigenous people, becoming the latest state to do so in recent weeks to address a long-standing crisis for the Native American community, which faces disproportionately high rates of disappearances and deaths.
Arizona's bill, signed Tuesday by Gov. Katie Hobbs (D) after it received unanimous support from state lawmakers in both chambers, allows state law enforcement agencies to issue an emergency alert when a person under the age of 65 goes missing, including if they are a member of a federally recognized tribe.
It is known as "Emily's Law" in honor of Emily Pike, an Indigenous teenager who disappeared in January and was later found dead in a tragedy that rattled the Arizona community.
Arizona is one of at least three states that have passed similar alert system bills over the last two months to urgently highlight cases of missing Native Americans. The bills seek to address a catastrophic problem for Indigenous people nationwide, whose cases often go unnoticed.
During the Arizona House's final vote on the measure last week, state Rep. Teresa Martinez (R), the bill's primary sponsor, reminded lawmakers about Pike, a 14-year-old of the San Carlos Apache tribe.
"Had this law been in place, an alert would have gone out to look for this little girl," Martinez said.
Pike went missing on Jan. 27 from a group home in Mesa, according to authorities. Her remains were found weeks later on Feb. 14, near the San Carlos Apache reservation. Her body had been dismembered.
The circumstances surrounding her disappearance and death remain unclear. Pike's mother said she didn't hear that her daughter had gone missing from the group home until a week had passed, the Associated Press reported. No arrests have been made.
"It breaks my heart that we, the state of Arizona, didn't even go looking for this little girl," Martinez said.
Arizona's new bill will establish the "turquoise alert system" for authorities to issue alerts for people who have gone missing "under unexplained or suspicious circumstances." The agencies that are allowed to use the system include local and tribal police departments, as well as federal law enforcement.
The idea of the turquoise alert, modeled after existing systems such as the Amber Alert for missing children, began with Washington state, which launched an alert system for missing Indigenous people in 2022. That year, Colorado began a similar program, and California approved legislation for its own "feather alert" system. New Mexico and North Dakota followed suit in recent weeks.
Last year, the Federal Communications Commission also adopted a new missing-persons code that it said would help the more than 188,000 people who went missing but fell outside the criteria for Amber Alerts -- in particular Indigenous and Black people. The code will go into effect in September, according to the agency.
In 2024 alone, there were 10,248 incidents of an American Indian or Alaska Native person going missing, FBI data shows. Of those, 1,540 remained active at the end of the year, and 233 of the reports were still active as of late April.
Pike's family visited Washington this month to meet with FBI Director Kash Patel and Interior Secretary Doug Burgum, who described the meeting as "a heartbreaking reminder of the urgency to end violence against Indigenous women and girls."
While they continue to search for answers, members of Pike's family and community advocated for Arizona's new alert system bill, which was amended to include text that said: "The purpose of this act is to honor and memorialize the life of San Carlos Apache Tribal member, Emily Pike."
Pike's uncle, Allred Pike Jr., told the Associated Press on Friday of his niece: "Though she's not here with us, she's still making a difference."
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RFK Jr. to Congress: 'I don't think people should be taking medical advice from me'
The nation's top health official, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., faces questions from lawmakers on his response to the measles outbreak and plans for budget cuts.
By Lauren Weber, Rachel Roubein | 2025-05-15

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. attends a Senate hearing on May 14. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Closing in on 100 days as the nation's top health leader, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. faced back-to-back congressional hearings Wednesday -- defending his messaging on vaccines amid a growing measles outbreak, the firing of thousands of federal health workers, and major cuts to the agencies he oversees.
The hearings, the first time the secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services appeared in front of Congress since being sworn in, were marked by intense exchanges with lawmakers over the future of the nation's health and interrupted by protesters.
While Kennedy found common ground across the aisle on moves to ban food dyes, eliminate pharmaceutical advertising and reduce drug pricing, he sparred with lawmakers over vaccines as well as the massive reshaping of his agency.
Kennedy stood by his actions to cut HHS, saying he was reorienting the nation's public health infrastructure to become more efficient and focus on addressing chronic disease. Democrats did not hold back, blasting the secretary over cuts to the nation's biomedical research, staffing and entire public health apparatus.
During one of the sharpest lines of questioning in the first hearing in front of a House Appropriations subcommittee, Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wisconsin) asked if Kennedy, the founder of a prominent anti-vaccine group, would vaccinate his own child against measles today. Kennedy paused before answering, "Probably."
Kennedy went on to say, "I don't think people should be taking medical advice from me," and he did not directly answer whether he would vaccinate his own children against chicken pox and polio today.
"I think what we're going to try to do," he said, "is to lay out the pros and cons, the risks and benefits accurately, as we understand them."
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D- Connecticut) said at the end of the hearing: "You're making medical decisions every day. You're the secretary of HHS. You have tremendous power over health policy. Really horrified that you will not encourage families to vaccinate their children."
As the nation is in the midst of the deadliest measles outbreak in decades, Democrats used the moment to hammer Kennedy on his response. He initially underplayed the severity of the outbreak and has promoted unproven treatments, while saying that vaccination is a personal choice. Public health experts have bemoaned what they say is Kennedy's "doublespeak" around vaccination, which they say is endangering Americans. Kennedy has contended that he is simply seeking good data about vaccines and said during his confirmation hearing this year that he supports the measles vaccine.
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) also got into a contentious exchange with Kennedy, pointing to Kennedy's disparagement of the measles vaccine while recommending it, saying Kennedy was undermining faith in vaccines.

On May 14, Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. got in to a heated exchange about vaccine safety.


When pressed by the senator to promote the measles vaccine, Kennedy said, "I am not just going to tell people everything is safe and effective if I know there is issues."
Public health experts have repeatedly said that Kennedy is wrong: The measles vaccine is safe, effective, and the fastest way to end the measles outbreak.
In addition to questioning Kennedy on measles, lawmakers in the Senate and House hearing largely focused on the cuts to HHS under Kennedy's leadership.
The Trump administration has moved to reshape the nation's public health infrastructure through eliminating roughly 20,000 jobs, ousting top career officials, threatening billions of dollars in federally funded scientific research and proposing a major reorganization of the health department.
In his opening remarks before the House panel, Kennedy said "an exploding debt is a social determinant of health." He added: "We must spend smarter."
HHS has said the changes will save $1.8 billion annually, as well as promised a reduction of HHS's 28 divisions to 15.
Kennedy dodged some questions related to cuts to his department, saying he is "under a court order not to do any further planning on the reorganization" and has been advised by his attorneys not to talk about it. He repeatedly stressed his efforts to do more with less.
Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Maryland) pressed Kennedy on who made the decisions regarding massive cuts to HHS: billionaire Elon Musk, who has led the Department of Government Efficiency, or Kennedy himself.
"Elon Musk gave us help in figuring out where there was waste, fraud and abuse in the department, but it was up to me to make the decision," Kennedy said. "And there are many instances where I pushed back and said, 'We don't want to; that would hurt us to eliminate that group.'"
Later in the hearing in response to questions from Rep. Riley Moore (R-West Virginia), Kennedy said 328 employees who had been fired have been reinstated at the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), one of the hardest-hit centers at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. About one-third of those reinstated were based in Morgantown, West Virginia.
A federal judge on Tuesday ordered the reinstatement of nearly 200 fired federal workers from NIOSH who screen coal miners for black lung, a deadly and incurable disease caused by inhaling toxic coal dust.
Some Republicans are defending the overhaul, arguing that the agencies spend large sums of money but that their efforts are not sufficiently effective.
"Despite this massive and growing investment, Americans' health outcomes lag behind their peers," said Rep. Robert B. Aderholt (R-Alabama), chairman of the House Appropriations subcommittee tasked with overseeing HHS funds.
The hearings were billed as Kennedy's opportunity to defend the Trump administration's budget proposal released earlier this month, which called for a 26 percent reduction to the department's budget of $127 billion for discretionary spending.
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana), the chair of the Senate health committee who was key to Kennedy's original confirmation, made a point to shake Kennedy's hand in front of a large number of cameras before the hearing began. Cassidy and Kennedy's relationship has been closely watched, particularly around their different approaches to vaccines. Following the second child's death in Texas from measles, Cassidy called for more leadership on vaccines from top health officials without naming Kennedy.
In his opening remarks, Cassidy said he agreed with Kennedy on the need to transform HHS. He stressed that Kennedy can "set the record straight" and "gain the trust of the American people" by speaking about the HHS changes in his own words, and applauded him for coming before Congress.
Kennedy's opening remarks in the Senate health committee hearing were interrupted as several protestors yelling "RFK kills people with AIDS," as security dragged them out of the event. Some audience members wore stickers saying Kennedy is "ANTI-VAX ANTI-SCIENCE ANTI-AMERICAN", "grandparents for vaccines," and "WHEN BOBBY LIES CHILDREN DIE."
Kennedy went on to invoke his family members or own experiences throughout the hearings. He vowed to improve treatment for his son, who he says is "dramatically affected" by long covid, as well as pointed to Alzheimer's work by his cousin, Maria Shriver. Both long covid and Alzheimer's research have been victim of HHS cuts, members of Congress said.
Kennedy also said that he has asked the head of the Food and Drug Administration to perform a "complete review" of mifepristone, a commonly used abortion pill.
In a separate lengthy exchange about the Indian Health Service at the House hearing, Kennedy said that "ultraprocessed food is a genocide on the American Indian, and we have to end it."
Kennedy repeatedly criticized the past actions and alleged failures of the agencies within HHS, with particularly condemnatory language directed at the National Institutes of Health.
"Over the years, it was captured by industry and by, I think, a kind of, ossification that happened at NIH, because of the longevity of some of the leadership there. And there was a tremendous amount of corruption," Kennedy said.
Kennedy confirmed Wednesday that David Geier, a vaccine skeptic who has long promoted false claims about the connection between immunization and autism, had been hired to review federal vaccine safety data. Geier had previously been cut off from the information because he attempted to conduct unapproved analyses, according to correspondence from the CDC.
Kennedy defended the hiring of Geier, who was disciplined by Maryland regulators more than a decade ago for practicing medicine without a license and has published papers promoting a debunked link between vaccines and autism. Kennedy said a court reversed the finding and found regulators fabricated the charges. A court ruled in Geier's favor in a case alleging regulators illegally disclosed private medical information about him during the investigation, but the ruling did not overturn their findings.
Kennedy said Geier was hired as an independent contractor to look at records from a vaccine safety database to see whether they conformed with documents Geier had examined in the 2000s.
Sporting a green Make America Healthy Again hat at the Senate hearing, hypnotist Jeffrey Rose said he was thrilled with Kennedy's efforts to improve the nation's wellbeing.
"The fact that we're focusing on chronic disease for the first time is something all Americans should be happy about," said Rose, a longtime supporter of Kennedy's and wellness advocate.
Fred Boenig came to the House hearing to try to speak to Kennedy about his history of disparaging vaccination.
Boenig's left arm has been paralyzed since he was a baby. He contracted polio when his mother took him to a river with his family before he could receive his final polio vaccination. The 66-year-old said that made him the last polio case in his New Jersey county.
Boenig caught Kennedy as he was exiting the hearing: "Inoculate your kids from polio, man," Boenig said as Kennedy looked at him.
Lena H. Sun, Fenit Nirappil, Elana Gordon and Joel Achenbach contributed to this report.
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Indian strikes on Pakistan damaged six airfields, Post analysis finds
A review of satellite images and aftermath videos found that the strikes damaged three hangars, two runways and a pair of mobile buildings used by the air force.
By Imogen Piper, Evan Hill, Maham Javaid, Rick Noack | 2025-05-15
Indian strikes Saturday on Pakistan damaged runways and structures across at least six airfields, according to a visual analysis by The Washington Post, which experts said were the most significant attacks of their kind in decades of simmering conflict between the South Asian rivals.
The review of more than two dozen satellite images and aftermath videos found that the strikes heavily damaged three hangars, two runways and a pair of mobile buildings used by the air force. Some of the sites hit by India were as deep as 100 miles inside the country.
The strikes marked "the most extensive Indian air attacks on Pakistani military infrastructure since the 1971 war," according to Walter Ladwig, a senior lecturer in international relations at King's College London and an expert in South Asian security issues.
"High-profile targets were hit in precision strikes with the aim of severely degrading Pakistan's offensive and defensive air capabilities," according to William Goodhind, a geospatial analyst at Contested Ground, a research project that uses satellite imagery to track armed conflict.
Jeffrey Lewis, director of the East Asia nonproliferation program at Middlebury College, assessed that the air bases "suffered some damage, but not of the sort that would disable them."
After the strikes, India claimed to have hit 11 bases in Pakistan, including the sites where The Post confirmed damage. It characterized its actions as "measured" and "calibrated."
Pakistan's chief military spokesperson, Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, originally told reporters there had been infrastructure damage to bases, although he did not specify how many. Six members of Pakistan's air force were killed, the military said Wednesday.
Chaudhry told The Post on Wednesday that Pakistan's military intercepted most Indian missiles.
"A few managed to sneak in," he acknowledged. The military confirmed hits on five bases and one civilian airport. Chaudhry said one aircraft suffered "minor damage."
He added that Pakistan has full confidence in its air defenses.
"The satellite evidence is consistent with the claim that the Indian military inflicted meaningful -- though in my view not devastating -- damage on the Pakistan air force at a number of bases across eastern Pakistan," said Christopher Clary, an associate professor at the University at Albany and author of a book on the India-Pakistan rivalry.
The Indian strikes on Saturday prompted swift Pakistani counterstrikes. Islamabad said it struck numerous military targets in its retaliatory attacks, including several air bases in Indian-administered Kashmir and in the Indian state of Punjab. New Delhi has either denied those claims or refused to confirm losses.
India has also made no public comment on Pakistan's claims to have downed five of its warplanes during an initial wave of strikes on May 7. A Post analysis found at least two Indian fighter jets appear to have crashed during the operation.
The rapid escalation on Saturday alarmed Washington, where officials feared the nuclear-armed powers were dangerously close to all-out war. The fighting ended hours later with the announcement of a ceasefire by President Donald Trump.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said his side had "paused" its operations but was prepared to strike Pakistan again in the event of another militant attack like the one in Indian-administered Kashmir on April 22 that killed 26 civilians and set off the latest round of conflict. New Delhi said the attack was linked to Pakistan; Islamabad denied any involvement and called for an international investigation.
At Nur Khan air base in Rawalpindi, just outside Islamabad, two mobile control centers were destroyed, Goodhind said after reviewing satellite imagery. Video from a parking lot nearby showed smoke billowing from the damaged area.
The Nur Khan air base is one of the most important in Pakistan, another military researcher said, because it is the military's central transport hub. The base is also in close proximity to the Strategic Plans Division, the unit responsible for safeguarding the country's 170 nuclear warheads -- stored in facilities across Pakistan.
The military's General Headquarters and the Joint Staff Headquarters are also housed in Rawalpindi, near Nur Khan. "Such an attack could have been mistaken as an attempt to destroy the control center of the country," said the military researcher, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media.
At the Pakistani air force's Bholari and Shahbaz air bases, satellite imagery showed severe damage to buildings used as aircraft hangars. A large hole nearly 60 feet wide is visible in the roof of a hangar at Bholari, which experts said was consistent with a missile impact. Debris was strewn across the pavement outside and a wall appeared to have toppled over an adjacent building.
The Bholari hangar typically houses a Saab 2000 Airborne Early Warning and Control System aircraft -- a surveillance plane worth tens of millions of dollars -- according to the military researcher. It's unclear if the aircraft was in the hangar at the time of the strike.
At Shahbaz air base, which is used exclusively by the military, satellite imagery showed another large hole in a hangar, over 100 feet wide, and damage to a control tower. To the southeast, at Sukkur Airport, which is used for both civilian and military purposes, another hangar appeared to have been collapsed by a strike and an apparent radar site was destroyed, according to Goodhind.
Indian strikes also left large craters in runways at Mushaf air base and Sheikh Zayed International Airport, according to the imagery review by The Post. At Mushaf, the craters appeared to be fixed or under repair by the day after, according to images from the satellite firms Planet and Maxar.
Five members of the air force were killed at Bholari and one at Mushaf, Pakistan's military said Wednesday.
Dawn, Pakistan's English-language newspaper, reported that the Sheikh Zayed airport's Royal Lounge, named after the late founder of the United Arab Emirates, was damaged significantly.
"Striking so many military facilities in Pakistan proper at one time reflects a deliberate shift," Ladwig said, noting that India had previously limited its air operations to Kashmir, or to remote parts of Pakistan.
Now, Ladwig said, India is "treating terrorist attacks as grounds for conventional military reprisals."
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Richard Garwin, science adviser to presidents, dies at 97   
He was an arms-control advocate who had helped develop the hydrogen bomb, and he helped developed MRI technology
By Eryn Brown | 2025-05-14

Richard L. Garwin at the IBM Research Laboratory in 1960. (AP)


Richard Garwin, an American physicist who made a seminal contribution to the development of the hydrogen bomb, worked on early technologies that went into the development of MRIs and touch screens, and became a widely esteemed science adviser to presidents, died May 13 at his home in Scarsdale, New York. He was 97.
His son, Thomas, confirmed the death but said he did not know the immediate cause.
A favored protege of physicist Enrico Fermi -- who called his student "the only true genius I have ever known" -- Dr. Garwin was credited with figuring out how to make the world's first hydrogen bomb explode. He also served on presidential panels, advising commanders in chief from Eisenhower to Obama on weapons development, arms control, energy policy, counterterrorism and other matters of pressing scientific concern.
Dr. Garwin was a longtime proponent of arms control who acknowledged the nation's need to live "securely with the knowledge of its mortality" and also sought limits on the deadly weapons' testing and proliferation.
He fought against many pet military programs such as the Nixon-era supersonic transport plane -- which, he argued, was too expensive and too noisy for practical use -- and the Reagan-era Strategic Defense Initiative, a proposed missile defense system in space that, he said, would not work. The plane was soon canceled, and the missile system was never fully developed.
Although Dr. Garwin expressed frustration that government officials sometimes ignored his scientific arguments in favor of political opinion, many of his ideas came to fruition. He was a proponent of the United States' first photographic spy satellite program, which operated between 1960 and 1972.
He later lobbied President Richard M. Nixon and national security adviser Henry Kissinger to upgrade the satellites to transmit digital images to ground stations -- a considerable improvement over earlier satellites that dropped canisters of film for retrieval by aircraft flying below.
"He was really just a first-class problem solver," said Richard Rhodes, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning book "The Making of the Atomic Bomb." "People cherished his skills along those lines."

President George W. Bush shakes hands with Dr. Garwin after presenting him with a National Medal of Science in 2003. (Gerald Herbert/AP)


Dr. Garwin also put his practical talents to use in the private sector, spending more than 40 years as a researcher at IBM. There, he contributed to a long line of scientific discoveries and innovations, such as imaging technologies and IBM's first computer touch screen. It was said that he usually worked through the lunch hour and rarely took vacations.
In 2016, President Barack Obama awarded Dr. Garwin the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor. The White House cited his contributions to "U.S. defense and intelligence technologies, low-temperature and nuclear physics, detection of gravitational radiation, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), computer systems, laser printing, and nuclear arms control and nonproliferation."
No less a tribute to his far-ranging mind were the dozens of patents to his name, including one for a device that washed mussels.
Richard Lawrence Garwin was born in Cleveland on April 19, 1928. His father was an engineer and a high school science teacher who appreciated the younger Garwin's enthusiastic tinkering, which included fixing appliances at age 5. "My father cautioned me not to take apart machines that were working," he later quipped.
He sped through grade school and finished his bachelor's studies at Cleveland's Case School of Applied Science, now Case Western Reserve University, at 19. He completed his doctorate at the University of Chicago two years later, graduating in 1949 with some of the highest exam scores ever recorded by the university's physics department.
Fermi, who was Dr. Garwin's mentor in Chicago, arranged a postgraduate summer job for Dr. Garwin at the Los Alamos National Laboratory, where the younger man was drafted to help scientists who were building the first hydrogen bomb.
While many details about the device, nicknamed "Mike," remain classified, it was essentially an atomic bomb placed atop an arrangement of giant nested cylinders. At the center was a tank of cooled deuterium, a form of hydrogen. The entire assembly was two stories high and weighed 80 tons, Rhodes said.
"When the bomb went off [the radiation] would go down the sides and heat the deuterium so that it fused like a star," he added. "It's an extraordinary thing."

President Barack Obama presents the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Dr. Garwin in 2016. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


"Mike" had hundreds of times more explosive energy than the atomic bombs U.S. forces dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, in 1945 at the end of World War II. It was the work of a vast collaboration of scientists, but Dr. Garwin's contribution was crucial.
After others had trouble hammering out the details, he worked out the method for directing the radiation from the atomic device to initiate the fusion reaction in the hydrogen. He referred to himself as "a midwife" to the test bomb's ultimate design, calling what he had built "the match for the nuclear bonfire."
With his combination of theoretical knowledge and practical ingenuity, Dr. Garwin had been the perfect candidate to solve such a problem, physicist and H-bomb designer Marshall Rosenbluth told the New York Times, in a 2001 article about Dr. Garwin's contribution to the effort at Los Alamos.
"I was a pure theorist, and there were a lot of experimental engineering types, but there weren't many people able to serve as a link between the two," Rosenbluth said, adding that Dr. Garwin had a "rare combination of talents" not seen since Fermi.
Dr. Garwin continued working summers at Los Alamos until 1966. He also a longtime participant in the secretive group of scientists known as JASON, which helps the Defense Department solve knotty technical problems.
During the Obama administration, he advised Energy Secretary Steven Chu -- a Nobel laureate in physics -- on the U.S. responses to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and the Fukushima nuclear disaster in Japan.
Dr. Garwin was adept at "making things work, on assessing proposals and on finding creative [and often less expensive] alternatives," Rhodes said. However, Dr. Garwin's persistent and sometimes abrasive outspokenness sometimes caused conflict with legislators. "There are few cows more sacred than a big defense project," Rhodes said.
Dr. Garwin married his high school sweetheart, Lois Levy, in 1947. She died in 2018. In addition to his son Thomas, he is survived by two other children, Jeffrey and Laura; five grandchildren; and a great-grandson.
Over the years, Dr. Garwin taught at Columbia, Cornell and Harvard universities and won numerous awards, including the National Medal of Science. He wrote hundreds of journal articles, and co-authored the 2001 book "Megawatts and Megatons: A Turning Point in the Nuclear Age?" with Nobel laureate Georges Charpak. He retired from IBM in 1993.
For all his accomplishments and inventions, Dr. Garwin never became a household name. A 2017 biography was subtitled "The Most Influential Scientist You've Never Heard Of." Still, he seemed keenly conscious of his role as an architect of postwar America, in war and in peace. Rhodes, who did not know Dr. Garwin well, recalled that the physicist once showed up, "out of the blue," at his California doorstep.
Dr. Garwin "was someone who always felt that he should keep track of his place in history," Rhodes said. "He's a precise, methodical man. It didn't surprise me that he would check in."
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What's next for the Menendez brothers, who are now eligible for parole?
Erik and Lyle Menendez, who killed their parents in 1989, were resentenced to 50 years to life and have several paths to potential release.
By Kim Bellware, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Anumita Kaur | 2025-05-14

Lyle, left, and Erik Menendez leave a courtroom in Santa Monica, California, on Aug. 6, 1990. (Nick Ut/AP)


For nearly three decades, brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez lived with the reality that they would die in prison. On Tuesday, that future was rewritten to give the brothers their first chance at freedom, after a judge's resentencing made them immediately eligible for parole. The once-unthinkable development comes decades after their original sentence to life without parole for committing the 1989 murders of their parents.
Erik, 54, and Lyle, 57, now have three avenues that could allow them to walk free: They could be granted parole, granted executive clemency by California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), or released on bond if a judge vacates their original conviction and grants a new trial in light of fresh evidence the brothers experienced sexual abuse.
Their clemency hearing is set for June 13. As of Wednesday, there was no date set for their parole hearing, though it's possible Newsom could order the clemency hearing be changed into a parole hearing, according to Mark Geragos, the brothers' attorney.
Geragos spoke to the brothers after their resentencing and said they are feeling relieved and hopeful. He called the current possibilities of release a "long shot, but all kinds of things have fallen into place for us."
"If I'm prognosticating, the one thing I will say about the Menendi: nothing in their case happens the way you think it will," Geragos said.
Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Michael Jesic on Tuesday resentenced the brothers to 50 years to life. Under California law, the brothers are immediately eligible for parole because they were younger than 26 at the time of their crime.
Jesic reexamined the brothers' case after ruling April 11 that their resentencing bid could continue despite protest from newly elected District Attorney Nathan Hochman. The brothers were originally sentenced in 1996 to life without parole.
During Tuesday's hearing, several of the Menendezes' cousins testified that their family had forgiven the brothers and supported their release, Geragos said. Hochman, who inherited the case from his predecessor, argued that the brothers have not accepted responsibility for their crime.
"I killed my mom and dad. I make no excuses and also no justification," Lyle told the court in a statement, according to the AP. "The impact of my violent actions on my family ... is unfathomable." 
Erik added, "You did not deserve what I did to you, but you inspire me to do better."
Jesic said in issuing his ruling, "I'm not saying they should be released; it's not for me to decide," the AP reported. "I do believe they've done enough in the past 35 years that they should get that chance."
The brothers have separate hearings June 13 related to their existing clemency petitions before Newsom. The governor has said he is focused on understanding the brothers' suitability for release and directed the state's parole board to run a comprehensive assessment to determine if they would pose a public safety risk.
Newsom is expected to solicit the parole board's recommendation, but he could take unilateral action and commute the brothers' sentence without the input of the parole board, according to Joshua Ritter, a criminal defense attorney who served as a prosecutor in Los Angeles County until 2015.
If the brothers are paroled, they would be under the supervision of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation for the duration of their parole term, Ritter said.
"If they got executive clemency, they're free, no strings attached," Ritter said.
The governor is not required to take action on clemency, and there is no timeline for his review.
If the June 13 clemency hearing is not converted into a parole hearing, the brothers will go before a parole board, at a to-be-determined date within six months, and make their case for release. If they are denied, they can continue to reapply for parole in the future, Ritter said.
Regarding the habeas petition Geragos filed two years ago seeking a judge's reconsideration of the 1996 case, a decision could come by late May. If a judge sets aside the original conviction, the brothers would be released on bond as the district attorney determines whether to retry them, Geragos said.
As teenagers, the Menendez brothers lived in a Beverly Hills mansion. Their father, Jose Menendez, worked as a corporate executive of a film studio, according to "The Menendez Murders: The Shocking Untold Story of the Menendez Family and the Killings that Stunned the Nation" by journalist Robert Rand.
On Aug. 20, 1989, a sobbing Lyle called 911 and said he had discovered his parents shot dead in the living room, the Los Angeles Times reported in 1993. Jose Menendez was shot six times, while Kitty Menendez suffered 10 gunshot wounds, including to her face.
Lyle and Erik, then 21 and 18, respectively, initially lied to police and said the Mafia must have carried out the slayings over Jose's business dealings. The brothers were not immediately identified as suspects, though investigators grew skeptical after the duo went on a $700,000 spending spree within months of the incident.
They were arrested in March 1990 after police learned that Erik had admitted to the crime during a taped therapy session.
Both brothers pleaded not guilty at their trial, which was among the first to be broadcast on cable TV. They said they had killed their parents in self-defense after suffering years of physical and sexual abuse by their father. Their mother, they said, had known about the abuse and chosen to ignore it.
Prosecutors argued during the trial that the brothers had carried out the murders for financial gain.
The brothers' family has sought their early release over the years, including offering what they said was new evidence to support Erik and Lyle's claims of domestic abuse. That evidence compelled then-Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon to reevaluate the case and, in October, request that the brothers be resentenced to 50 years to life with the possibility of parole.
But prosecutorial support for the resentencing became muddled when Gascon lost reelection in November. Hochman, after pledging to review the case, took the stance that the brothers were not fit for rehabilitation and should not be released.
The case has experienced a surge of public interest over the years, including with the release of the 2024 documentary "The Menendez Brothers" and the Netflix series "Monsters." That media attention elevated the Menendez family's highly publicized campaign for the brothers' release.
Supporters argue that a sexual abuse case would be treated more empathetically today than in the 1990s. In October, Kim Kardashian argued in an op-ed for NBC News that there was little public awareness of male sexual abuse at the time of the brothers' trial.
"Had this crime been committed and trialed today," she wrote, "I believe the outcome would have been dramatically different."
Jiselle Lee, Lindsey Bever and Victoria Bisset contributed to this report.
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CDC reinstates fired health workers for coal miners under court order
U.S. District Judge Irene C. Berger said Trump administration officials lack the authority to unilaterally cancel the screening program for black lung.
By Maxine Joselow | 2025-05-14

Scott Laney, a research epidemiologist for the Coal Worker's Health Surveillance Program at the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, stands outside the Iron Senergy coal mine plant in Kirby, Pennsylvania, in April. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A federal judge on Tuesday ordered the reinstatement of nearly 200 fired federal workers who screen coal miners for black lung, a deadly and incurable disease caused by inhaling toxic coal dust. A day later, the workers were back on the job after the Trump administration complied with the order.
U.S. District Judge Irene C. Berger issued a preliminary injunction Tuesday that compels the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), a division of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, to bring back the workers in the Coal Workers' Health Surveillance Program.
Berger said Trump administration officials "lack the authority to unilaterally cancel" the screening program, which was mandated by the Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of 1969. She ordered the program to be fully restored, with "no pause, stoppage or gap in the protections and services."
Under the screening program, coal miners can receive free and confidential chest X-rays to determine whether their lung tissue is damaged. Those who are diagnosed with black lung can transfer to a less dusty part of the mine without a pay cut, and they can apply for federal compensation for medical treatments and prescription drugs.
The screening program offers contracts to radiologists across the country who are certified to evaluate X-rays for black lung. It also employs epidemiologists who recently concluded that 1 in 5 longtime coal miners in Central Appalachia has black lung -- the highest level recorded in 25 years.
On April 1, the Trump administration fired most of the staff working on the program as part of massive layoffs at the Department of Health and Human Services, The Washington Post previously reported. Many staffers were placed on administrative leave and told of their termination effective June 2.
On April 30, the administration temporarily reinstated 30 to 40 of the fired workers until June 2. Then, last week, Berger heard testimony from two West Virginia coal miners with black lung, who urged the judge to permanently restore the workers' jobs.
After Berger's ruling, the fired NIOSH workers received an email late Tuesday saying their "reduction in force" notices were rescinded.
"You previously received a notice regarding the Department of Health and Human Services' (HHS) upcoming reduction in force (RIF)," said the email, a copy of which was obtained by The Post. "That notice is hereby revoked. You will not be affected by the upcoming RIF."
Scott Laney, an epidemiologist who leads research for the screening program, said he and his colleagues were "very happy" with the development.
"We are back to work," Laney said Wednesday. "We still have a lot of questions regarding normal operations. But we have been in the office today, and we certainly intend to get back in the field and start providing the services that coal miners deserve."
Berger's decision came as HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testified Wednesday before the House and Senate about President Donald Trump's budget proposal, which calls for deeply slashing spending for many federal health programs. Kennedy told a House Appropriations subcommittee that a total of 328 NIOSH employees had been reinstated, including many employees based in Morgantown, West Virginia.
"I have spent a lot of my career in West Virginia, and my family has deep roots there," Kennedy said. "My uncle, President Kennedy, would not been president had it not been for the people of West Virginia."
Asked for comment on the ruling, HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said in an email: "Secretary Kennedy has been working hard to ensure that the critical functions under NIOSH remain intact. The Trump Administration is committed to supporting coal miners and firefighters, and under the Secretary's leadership, NIOSH's essential services will continue as HHS streamlines its operations."
Sam Petsonk, a lawyer for the West Virginia coal miners with black lung, praised the decision but urged the administration to abandon other cuts to health programs across Appalachia.
"I'm glad to see the Administration already taking some initial steps in the direction of complying with the order," Petsonk said in an email. "America's coal miners deserve nothing less, and in fact they deserve a heck of a lot more."
The order, he added, "represents one very significant reversal of Trump's unconstitutional abandonment of Appalachia, but hopefully not the last."
Lena H. Sun contributed to this report.
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After day of confusion, Ukraine-Russia talks in Istanbul back on track
There had been speculation that the talks would feature a Putin-Zelensky meet-up, but the Kremlin opted for less-prominent negotiators.
By Mary Ilyushina, Serhiy Morgunov, Ellen Francis | 2025-05-15

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky called Russia's low-level delegation to peace talks as "decorative," as he arrived in Ankara on May 15.


ISTANBUL -- The Ukrainian and Russian delegations attending their first direct peace talks in years in Turkey spent much of Thursday in the same country but in different cities, pointing to the deep divide between the warring sides.
After days of chaotic preparations, shifting schedules and government planes crisscrossing Turkish airspace, both sides have now confirmed their delegations will meet in Istanbul. But key details such as timing of the talks remained unclear as of Thursday evening.
Speculation had been rife that the talks, called for by Russian President Vladimir Putin and agreed to by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, would include the two leaders and maybe even the U.S. president. Instead Russia sent a lower level delegation of deputy ministers, experts and intelligence officials.
Morning discussions were postponed after the Ukrainian delegation stayed in the capital, Ankara, where Zelensky was meeting with his Turkish counterpart. He described the level of the Russian delegation sent to Istanbul as "more like a sham level."
Following his meeting in Ankara, Zelensky confirmed that he would send a delegation to Istanbul "notwithstanding the low level of the Russian delegation." He said he was "hoping to demonstrate our willingness and at least try to take the first steps toward ending this war, specifically achieving a ceasefire." 
Zelensky questioned whether the Russian team consisting primarily of deputies and policy experts is authorized to make any decisions.
The head of the Russian delegation Vladimir Medinsky countered in remarks at the Russian Consulate in Istanbul that the his team "has the mandate to conduct negotiations," adding that his team was approaching the negotiations in Istanbul with "a constructive mindset."
"Russia views the negotiations as a continuation of the peace process in Istanbul, which was interrupted by the Ukrainian side three years ago," he told a crowd of journalists.
The comment echoed Putin's Sunday remarks where he did not acknowledge Western demand for a 30-day ceasefire and instead pushed to "resume" the failed 2022 direct talks with Ukraine during the months of the war, seeking to keep Trump engaged in the process and avoid painting Russia as the difficult party.
During the talks in the spring of 2022, Moscow put forward conditions Ukraine viewed as unacceptable, such as capping the size of its military.
Zelensky in his Ankara news conference also doubled down on the need for the initiative of his European allies, who threatened last week to pass tough sanctions against Russia's banking and energy sectors if it declines to implement the 30-day ceasefire unconditionally.
After Trump backed Russia's suggestion for direct talks, it derailed European efforts to get the U.S. on board for more restrictions on Moscow.
"We want to see a strong package of sanctions," Zelensky said Thursday. "Right now, Russia is clearly demonstrating that it has no intention of ending this war."
When asked if he was disappointed at the level of the Russian delegation to the talks that he had promoted, President Donald Trump said Thursday he wasn't. "Look, nothing is going to happen until Putin and I get together," he told reporters on Air Force One from Qatar.

President Donald Trump said May 15 that he does not expect progress in Russia-Ukraine peace talks until he meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin.


Putin's attendance appeared to be a long shot from the start -- he never said he was coming to be begin with -- but the Kremlin held a two-day pause, refusing to reveal its team, while Trump has continued to hint from his trip through Persian Gulf states that he may take a detour if he thinks "it would be helpful."
The Trump administration also raised the profile of the U.S. presence at the talks by announcing that special envoys Steve Witkoff and Keith Kellogg would attend the meetings in Istanbul on Friday.
Ukraine had originally sent a high-level team that includes Zelensky's closest adviser, Andriy Yermak, presidential aide Ihor Zhovkva, Defense Minister Rustem Umerov and Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha. The team, however, has stayed away from Istanbul after Putin sent the lower-level delegation.
The Ukrainian delegation that will finally go to talk to the Russians will be led by Umerov.

Journalists on Thursday wait outside a building in Istanbul, where Russia and Ukraine direct talks might happen. (Murad Sezer/Reuters)


Many have interpreted the composition of the Russian delegation as a sign that Putin has not moved from his hard-line demands for Ukraine, including a limit on the size of its military.
"The chances of a peaceful outcome in this round have plummeted after Putin announced his negotiators," Russian political analyst Vladimir Pastukhov said. "Unless something changes dramatically [on Thursday], which is unlikely, then this 'negotiator lineup' is a signal that Putin has chosen war over de-escalation."
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who is expected in Istanbul on Friday, said the only path to peace was through diplomacy and expressed hope that "progress will be made here soon."

President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting in Moscow on Wednesday on possible Russia-Ukraine talks in Istanbul. (Alexander Kazakov/Pool/Sputnik/Kremlin/AP)


The Russian delegation is headed by Medinsky, who led the earlier failed negotiations in 2022. He is a conservative former culture minister known for revisionist historical essays who now serves as an adviser to Putin. A new addition appeared to be Igor Kostyukov, the head of Russian military intelligence, or the GRU.
A Ukrainian official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media, acknowledged the Russian delegation is low level but said the inclusion of intelligence officials could contribute to the talks, unlike the political delegates, such as Medinsky, whom he described as "nothing."
Russian officials signaled their determination to base Thursday's talks on a document that was under negotiation in 2022, but never agreed upon. The document was unacceptable to Kyiv because it gave Russia a veto over Western military assistance to Ukraine in case of resumed conflict. It also barred Ukraine from NATO membership, slashed its military and forced neutrality on Ukraine.

President Donald Trump said May 14 that he does not know whether Russian President Vladimir Putin will travel to Turkey for negotiations with Ukraine.


Putin and Zelensky have met only once, in 2019, in Paris with French President Emmanuel Macron and then-German Chancellor Angela Merkel, to discuss the earlier Ukrainian peace process based on the Minsk agreements.
The meeting failed to resolve the crisis caused by Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014 and its orchestration of rebel uprisings in eastern Ukraine the same year.
Trump administration officials have offered concessions to Putin, including ruling out NATO membership for Ukraine and indicating that Russia would keep Ukrainian territory it has occupied. But Putin rejected Ukrainian and European demands, backed by Trump, for a 30-day ceasefire, instead proposing direct talks with no ceasefire.
Putin's most recent stalling tactic runs the risk that Russia could drag out talks over the summer while attempting another offensive in Ukraine after months of a grueling war of attrition, sidestepping U.S. and European calls for an immediate, unconditional ceasefire.
From the NATO meeting, French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot accused Putin of dragging his feet. "Vladimir Putin sent a low-level delegation to Turkey today because he wants to avoid the massive sanctions that the U.S. and Europeans are preparing to force him to enter peace into negotiations."
Putin is treading a delicate path, trying to avoid the blame should peace talks fail, while creating the conditions for Trump to cut off future arms deliveries and intelligence to Ukraine if peace talks do not progress.
The Russian leader has conditioned any ceasefire on Ukraine's being barred from receiving Western weapons and ammunition or recruiting soldiers. But there is no talk of slowing Russian military production, which has been running hot since the invasion, potentially offering Moscow a massive advantage in relaunching hostilities after any ceasefire.
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Mexican beauty influencer shot dead during live stream
Valeria Marquez was streaming on TikTok from a salon in Jalisco state, Mexico, when she was shot by a person not visible to the camera.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Mikhail Klimentov | 2025-05-15

Social media influencer, Valeria Marquez, 23, was killed during a TikTok live stream in Zapopan, Mexico. (@v___marquez/Instagram/Reuters)


A 23-year-old Mexican beauty influencer was shot and killed during a TikTok live-stream broadcast, the prosecutor's office for the state of Jalisco said Tuesday. The incident is being investigated as a possible femicide, or a gender-based killing targeting a woman, authorities said.
The victim, identified by Mexican authorities as Valeria Marquez in statements to multiple media outlets, had more than 84,000 followers on Instagram and more than 89,000 on her TikTok account, which appears to have been taken down. Live-streamed footage shows a woman sitting in a beauty salon chair, holding a pink plush-toy pig when a man, heard off-camera, greets her and asks if she is Valeria. She then appears to be shot in the head and torso. The woman in the footage matches Marquez's description, according to videos and images reviewed by The Washington Post.
The woman was confirmed dead at the scene by paramedics shortly after the shooting, the prosecutor's office said. The killing was reported about 6:30 p.m. in Zapopan, a city just west of Guadalajara and about a four-hour drive east of Puerto Vallarta.
It's unclear whether the assailant knew Marquez.
Police are investigating the incident, the prosecutor's office said. In Mexico, femicide -- and broader violence against women -- has been described as a national crisis, with government data suggesting that about 10 women are murdered every day in the country. In 2021, more than a quarter of the 3,750 women killed were classified as victims of  femicide.
Days before the shooting, Yesenia Lara Gutierrez, a mayoral candidate in the small southeastern town of Texistepec, was fatally shot at a campaign parade during a Facebook live stream. Four other people were also killed in the shooting.
Gutierrez was running under President Claudia Sheinbaum's Morena party. She was the second political candidate killed in the state of Veracruz ahead of June 1 elections, according to the Associated Press.
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A new pope confronts his church's abuse scandal amid praise and scrutiny 
Survivors say Pope Leo must commit to transparency in investigations of priests accused of sexual abuse. His record on doing so in past years has some worried.
By Karin Brulliard, Samantha Schmidt, Jonathan Edwards, Jonathan O'Connell | 2025-05-15
Even as Pope Leo XIV's profile as a humble champion of the disenfranchised takes shape, a looming question is how he will approach the Catholic Church's sexual abuse crisis while leading a global institution that has maintained secrecy and silence around its handling of claims against clergy.
Leo has assumed his role a dozen years after Pope Francis inherited a church roiled by clergy abuse scandals and then went on to devote more attention to the issue than his predecessors. But survivors and scholars say the new pontiff must urgently improve on Francis's complicated legacy, pushing where he didn't by robustly committing to transparency and accountability in investigations of harm.
"He's a man of justice and a man who has cared for those who are marginalized, and certainly victims should be at the top of that list," said Daniel Griffith, a Minneapolis priest and founding director of the Initiative on Restorative Justice and Healing at the University of St. Thomas. "There has been slow and steady movement forward. However, there is much more that needs to be done."
Leo has not made any public statements about the sexual abuse crisis, though in past interviews he disavowed "cover-up and secrecy" and emphasized assistance for victims. One possible sign of an early focus on the issue came Wednesday, when the pope met with Cardinal Sean O'Malley, who heads the Vatican's commission on the abuse of minors.
Experts and those who have worked with Leo during his lengthy tenure as priest, missionary, bishop and leader of an international order express confidence that he has the characteristics to accelerate progress -- excellent listening skills, a canon law degree, experience suppressing an abusive Catholic movement in Peru.
Yet his record during those years, when he was known as Father Robert Prevost, has already faced scrutiny from some survivor groups. They say they are troubled by his ascent to the apex of the church, calling his oversight of two cases involving accused priests problematic.

A woman walks among the empty pews of the San Jose Obrero Parish church in Chiclayo, where the future pope served as bishop. 


In March, the U.S.-based Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests, or SNAP, sent a complaint to the Vatican calling for investigations into both cases: an accusation that a quarter-century ago, Prevost approved the relocation of an abuser to a Chicago friary located near a parish elementary school; and a 2023 claim by three sisters in Peru who say that Prevost, at that point a bishop for the Diocese of Chiclayo, insufficiently investigated their allegations of sexual abuse by two priests years earlier.
In neither case did the alleged abuse occur under Prevost's watch. Still, SNAP President Shaun Dougherty said he felt "flabbergasted" last week when Prevost emerged as Pope Leo XIV on the balcony of St. Peter's Basilica. The cardinals' selection of Prevost was "tone deaf" as the church continues to grapple with the decades-long crisis, Dougherty said.
Others have a different assessment, saying abuse in the church has been so widespread that the conclave would have struggled to choose a pontiff whose career was untouched by the fallout.
"For me, the bigger story is what he does moving forward," said Brian Clites, an expert at Case Western Reserve University on clergy sexual abuse. The allegations "are serious," he said, "but they're so common that I cannot imagine many people who would have been elected pope who would not have had similar profiles."
And in a statement posted last week on X, the president of the Peru Survivors Network said he had met with Prevost in January and praised the new pope's role in helping to dismantle Sodalitium Christianae Vitae. The Peru-based movement, a lay community founded to recruit "soldiers for God," was dissolved early this year after a Vatican investigation uncovered sexual and spiritual abuses.
"He listened with attention to my ideas and showed his total agreement and support for my fight against physical, psychological, spiritual and sexual violence in the Catholic Church," Jose Enrique Escardo Steck wrote of their conversation.

Three women in the San Jose Obrero Parish have accused two priests of abuse years earlier when they were minors. 


The church's reckoning became far more visible under Francis, who met several times with survivors and in 2014 created a Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors. Five years later, he convened an unprecedented summit on clerical sexual abuse, where he called for an "all-out battle" to end it. Francis followed that with a sweeping law to hold clerics accountable, requiring church officials to report accusations of abuse or cover-ups to their superiors. (The law does not require civil authorities to be contacted.)
Even so, Francis was criticized for slow-walking certain cases, and survivors and their advocates saw many of his moves as toothless. Some commission members quit in protest, saying the body lacked independence and transparency -- a charge the group itself echoed in a report last year.
Though thousands of priests have been disciplined by the Holy See and abuse cases keep surfacing, critics say the investigative process remains cloaked, the result of an entrenched hierarchy averse to openness and change.
Hans Zollner, a German Jesuit priest who is considered one of the church's foremost authorities on safeguarding children from sexual abuse, quit the commission out of frustration in 2023. But he said he has seen "a positive dynamic" worldwide over the past two to three years and is looking for the new pope to build on it.
Zollner hopes Leo will invite victims to Rome -- not only so he can hear directly from them, but also so he can involve them in "rethinking procedures in the church and in promoting safeguarding."
As a native of the United States, where the scandal exploded in 2002, Leo would have significant familiarity with the problem and what is now the U.S. church's "zero tolerance" policy. Across the country, dioceses and other Catholic entities have since reported more than 16,200 credible allegations of abuse made by minors, as detailed in a report early this year by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate at Georgetown University.
But Leo's many years in Peru may give him a broader perspective -- one that grasps the scope of abuse in countries from Ireland to Australia to the Philippines.
Some Catholics around the world continue to believe "this is a decadent American problem," said Stephen White, who leads Catholic University's response to the abuse crisis. "I think he will be very much disabused of that idea."

Stained glass windows decorate the San Jose Obrero Parish church in Chiclayo. 


Clites said Leo, like Francis, seems to embrace a liberation-theology-style approach that gives a "preferential option" for the poor. Whether he will extend the same to survivors of abuse, as SNAP and other groups have demanded, is unclear.
"The biggest thing a pope could do that we haven't seen from the past few popes would be to direct dioceses around the world to be more transparent. We really have no idea about the rates and cases of abuse outside of the most developed countries," Clites said. He added: "It's not just about implementing policies and the speech acts that Francis did a good job at."
Chicago was the base of the early survivor movement, and its diocese was viewed as the "most forward thinking" on the issue at the time, according to Clites. The future pontiff's brief tenure there from the late 1990s to 2001, heading the Midwest province of the Order of St. Augustine, would have given him a close view of the situation.
But it was in Chicago that SNAP alleges Prevost first stumbled in his handling of a case. In the early 2000s, he agreed to a request from the Archdiocese of Chicago to house James Ray, a disgraced priest named by 13 victims of sexual abuse spanning decades, in an Augustinian friary in a residential area on the city's South Side.
Neither Prevost nor other church officials notified the nearby school or other neighbors, SNAP alleged in its complaint. "When predators are moved around, the number one thing is they are not supposed to be near schools," said Eduardo Lopez de Casas, the group's vice president.
Michael A. Airdo, an attorney for the Augustinians of the Midwest, said in a statement that Ray was placed in the home before the church created new guidelines for protecting children and that he was not accused of any wrongdoing at the school during the years he lived nearby.
A priest who served with Prevost for several years in Chicago said he understood his decision. Ray was not an Augustinian, the Rev. Bernard Scianna explained, and he so was not under Prevost's purview. "We were asked by the cardinal to put someone in our house," he said. "I believe that Bob was doing what he was asked to do by the cardinal."

The San Jose Obrero Parish has been at the center of allegations about how then-Bishop Robert Prevost handled three women's claims of long-ago sexual abuse by priests. 


Accusations that Prevost mishandled an abuse case as bishop in Chiclayo -- involving the three sisters who said they'd been victimized as minors -- surfaced a couple of years ago.
Prevost had overseen an investigation that the diocese says was sent to the Vatican's Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, the office that handles such reports. Months later, the women reported the abuse to civil authorities. According to the SNAP report, they did so because of a lack of action by the church; Oswaldo Clavo, a priest from another area who assisted in investigating the allegations, said Prevost urged them to go to the authorities.
Prosecutors ultimately closed the case because the statute of limitations had expired. The Vatican office then closed its case, citing insufficient evidence, after Prevost moved to Rome.

As sunlight streams through the church's windows, a family watches a baby's baptism. 


In November 2023, one of the women launched a public campaign, primarily on social media, denouncing the Vatican's decision. Ana Maria Quispe Diaz and her sisters maintain Prevost never seriously examined their claims. They've said he never interviewed them and failed to put safeguards in place so the accused priests couldn't abuse others. Quispe Diaz did not respond to requests for comment.
The diocese has since reopened its investigation, and officials in Chiclayo -- and beyond -- have fiercely defended Prevost.
Guillermo Cornejo, the auxiliary bishop who replaced him in Chiclayo, said Prevost took care with allegations of sexual abuse and made sure they were thoroughly documented. He denied in an interview Saturday that Prevost had mishandled the sisters' case. On the contrary, Cornejo said, it was among the ongoing tasks he highlighted before leaving.
"He always told us: Even if it's your best friend, the one who's involved in these issues, you have to act. Even if it hurts your soul. Even if it's your brother, even if it's your blood. Even if it's your seminary classmate, you have to act," Cornejo said.

A cross leans against one of the walls inside the San Jose Obrero Parish church. 


Rolando Serquen, a catechist in the San Jose Obrero Parish in Chiclayo, has similar memories. After the allegations about the two priests emerged, he said, Prevost organized trainings in child protection for the catechists, teaching them best practices for limiting access to and avoiding inappropriate contact with children.
The Vatican did not respond to requests for comment on SNAP's charges or to specific questions about Prevost's actions in addressing the concerns in Chiclayo.
From Rome last week, Zollner said he had been told by "somebody who was very close to the canonical procedures" that the future pope "did what he was obligated to do and he did it in due time." The Jesuit priest also pointed to Prevost's key role in Francis's decision to dismantle Sodalitium Christianae Vitae.
Some of Leo's supporters in Peru believe he is being falsely accused because of his efforts to suppress the group, noted journalist Paola Ugaz, who exposed its scandals. One of the priests who advocated on behalf of the Quispe Diaz sisters had ties to the group and was himself defrocked last year over sexual abuse allegations.
Sodalitium Christianae Vitae's dissolution was a "stunning and extremely rare outcome," according to BishopAccountability.org, a victims advocacy and research group. Yet co-director Anne Barrett Doyle said Leo must do more to demonstrate his dedication to ending abuse.
Two years ago, after Francis named then-Cardinal Prevost to the powerful Vatican office that helps vet and choose bishops, Doyle was disappointed he didn't make the disciplinary process of the bishops he oversaw more transparent. He instead maintained the status quo, releasing no names or data about bishops accused of sexual abuse or covering it up.
Questions swirling around the Quispe Diaz case provide an opportunity, Doyle said: Opening the files with the report submitted to the Vatican would help Leo start his tenure on the right foot.
"He's beginning his papacy with a shadow over it about abuse," she said. "If kids are being abused, that's information that belongs to the people."
Bianca Padro Ocasio contributed to this report.
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In Harvard's archives, British scholars find a lost Magna Carta
At a moment when Harvard is battling the Trump administration, a scholar who helped discover the charter said it was an "almost providential" find. 
By William Booth | 2025-05-15

A rare Magna Carta, long known as HLS MS 172 and recently dated to 1300, is displayed at Harvard Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on April 15. (Lorin Granger/Harvard Law School)


LONDON -- An extraordinarily rare original of Magna Carta has been discovered, hiding in plain sight in the archives of the Harvard Law School, where it was mislabeled as a mere copy of the document that served as a foundational text for the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution -- and international human rights law today.
The remarkable find was made by a pair of Magna Carta sleuth-scholars from Britain. The document, on sheepskin parchment, was purchased by Harvard in the aftermath of World War II from a London bookdealer in 1946 for $27.50 -- or about $462 in today's dollars.
The last Magna Carta sold, by Ross Perot's Perot Foundation, was purchased for $21.3 million in 2007 by businessman and Baltimore Orioles owner David Rubenstein and gifted to the National Archives in Washington.
Magna Carta Libertatum, or the Great Charter of Freedoms, has been described by scholars as one of the most important documents in the Western world.
First penned for King John of England during an open revolt by his barons in 1215 -- and offered as a kind of peace treaty -- the charter famously declares that even the king must follow the rules.
The curators at Harvard Law had no idea what they had in their storage cabinets until Dec. 13, 2023. That was the day that David Carpenter, a professor of medieval history at King's College London, was scrolling around the school's digital library as part of his research on textual changes in later copies of the charter.
When he reached the photograph of the document then known as HLS MS 172, the professor froze.
"I thought, OMG," Carpenter told The Washington Post in a telephone interview. "This is an original."
HLS MS 172 was mislabeled a copy, dated to 1327. That would still be very old, but there are many, many early copies out there.

Harvard's Magna Carta is prepared to be photographed using narrowband multispectral imaging equipment, provided by R.B. Toth, to enable conservators and scholars to read effaced and faded text. (M.B. Toth/R.B. Toth Associates)


Carpenter quickly rang up his friend and colleague Nicholas Vincent, a professor of medieval history at the University of East Anglia, and asked him to take a look, too.
Vincent told The Post that the day he saw the image he was grinding away on another project at the Royal Library in Brussels. "The instant I saw it, I knew! Everything about the document looked right," he said. "The layout, the text, the handwriting and the large capital E for Edwardus," a feature of other originals.
After it was first issued in 1215 by King John, the Great Charter was reissued in 1216, 1217 and 1225 by his son, King Henry III, and then reissued again by Henry's son, Edward I, in 1297 and 1300.
The document found at Harvard was penned in the 28th year of the reign of Edward I, in 1300. The text is in Latin, written by hand, most likely by a scribe in the royal chancery. For its age -- about 725 years -- it is in good shape.
The two professors are writing an academic paper on the discovery. They say the document's authenticity was bolstered by spectral and ultraviolet imaging.
The discovery marks the 24th known original, Vincent said. Most reside in Britain -- at museums, cathedrals, libraries. One is displayed at the Australian Parliament in Canberra and another at the National Archives in Washington.

Magna Carta's text is in Latin and written by hand, most likely by a scribe in the royal chancery. (Lorin Granger/Harvard Law School)


This wasn't the first Magna Carta to reemerge from the archives in recent years. Another 1300 original -- rotting, missing its seal and a third of its text -- was found in 2014 in Sandwich in southeast England. That parchment was also authenticated by Vincent.
The Harvard document's provenance has its own story.
Scholars have been looking for a "missing" Magna Carta for years, one that was originally sent to the borough of Appleby-in-Westmorland, England.
Vincent suspects that the charter might have been passed to a local landowner and hereditary lord of the manor of Appleby, William Lowther, and from him to the British abolitionist Thomas Clarkson, who retired in the area. Clarkson wrote "The History of the Abolition of the African Slave-Trade" and helped secure passage of the 1807 act abolishing the British slave trade, which has been described as a "Magna Carta for Africa."
Forster Maynard, the British World War I flying ace and later air vice marshal, inherited the archives of the Clarkson family, Vincent said. It was Maynard who put the document up for auction, via Sotheby's, in 1945.

A page of the Sotheby's catalogue from 1945 listing the Magna Carta copy, with an erroneous date, as it was auctioned on behalf of Air Vice Marshal Forster Maynard. (Nicholas Vincent/University of East Anglia)


"While there are deep benefits to the digital revolution, a physical artifact like this one offers a special and profound reminder of the ways in which the rule of law, and the societies and people it serves, has, in fits and starts, grown and strengthened over a span of centuries," Jonathan Zittrain, George Bemis professor of international law and Harvard Law School's vice dean for library and information services, said in a statement.
Carpenter thought it "almost providential" that an original Magna Carta would show up at Harvard, as the university battles with the Trump administration over its refusal to submit to the government's demands following campus protests over the Israel-Gaza war.
Harvard's president, Alan Garber, has said no government should dictate what universities should teach, whom they admit and whom they hire. On Tuesday, the Trump administration announced that it had terminated $450 million in federal funding to Harvard.
Boiled down, "Magna Carta says the ruler is subject to the law," Carpenter said. "The ruler can't just say, 'Off with your head,' He can't just take your land, but must follow the laws, too."
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Syrians rejoice after Trump pledge to lift crippling sanctions
For more than a decade, U.S. restrictions have barred nearly all trade with Syria. Now, Syrians are daring to hope for better lives.
By Louisa Loveluck, Zakaria Zakaria, Mohamad  El Chamaa | 2025-05-14

People celebrate late Tuesday in Umayyad Square in Damascus after President Donald Trump announced that he will order his administration to lift wide-ranging sanctions on Syria. (Bakr Alkasem/AFP/Getty Images)


DAMASCUS, Syria -- President Donald Trump's announcement from Saudi Arabia that his administration intends to lift wide-ranging sanctions on Syria sparked jubilation in the capital, Damascus, as a population long impoverished by the restrictions was finally able to hope for relief.
For years, the U.S. government insisted that its sanctions targeted the regime of then-President Bashar al-Assad, a dictator who presided over a devastating civil war. But ultimately the measures, which cut off Syria from the global financial system, strangled the country's economy, triggered hyperinflation, weakened the health system and left the poorest living hand-to-mouth.
Within an hour of Trump's surprise announcement in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the exchange rate of the Syrian pound against the dollar had tumbled. "It was 10,000, now it's 9,000," a street seller in the capital's Bab Touma district called out at passing cars; many honked back in delight. By midnight, it was even lower. There were fireworks over Damascus, and people danced in the street.
Trump's visit to Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf nations has delivered a significant boost to Syria's new leader, interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa. He came to power in December after his rebel forces seized the capital and Assad's dictatorship crumbled overnight. A former member of Syria's al-Qaeda affiliate, Sharaa has promised to rule for all Syrians, but he struggled to rein in attacks on minorities and remains formally designated a terrorist by the United States.

People line up outside a bank in Damascus to exchange dollars for Syrian pounds after the value of the local currency rose to about 8,000 per dollar following President Donald Trump's announcement to lift sanctions. (Mohammed Al Rifai/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A meeting between Trump and Sharaa on Wednesday was historic by any measure, not just because of the Syrian leader's background -- it marked the first time a U.S. president had met with any of his Syrian counterparts in 25 years.
The White House said Trump encouraged the Syrian leader to establish diplomatic ties with Israel, help the U.S. defeat the Islamic State group and expel "foreign terrorists" from the country.
In a statement, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Trump also had asked Sharaa to sign onto the Abraham Accords with Israel -- a move that would mean normalization between the two countries after several wars and decades of hostility. But in comments aboard Air Force One, Trump appeared to soften that request, suggesting that the U.S. was not demanding immediate compliance.
"I think they have to get themselves straightened up," he said of Sharaa's new government. "He said yes, but they have a lot of work to do."
Syria's foreign ministry did not mention Israel in its readout of the meeting, and it was unclear exactly what the two men had said. Israel has launched hundreds of airstrikes in Syria since Sharaa came to power, leaving him caught between the need to appease his angry citizens, and the U.S. and E.U. decision-makers who hold the key to unlocking sanctions.

Syria's interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa, left, and French President Emmanuel Macron arrive for a joint news conference at the Elysee Palace in Paris on May 7. (Stephanie Lecocq/AP)


"There is significant ambiguity surrounding the call to join the Abraham Accords, with very few details available -- particularly regarding what was offered to Sharaa in return," said Rim Turkmani, director of the Syria Conflict Research Program at the London School of Economics.
"Unlike the Arab states that previously signed the Accords, Syria is a front-line state with territory still occupied by Israel," she said. "Any structured agreement between Syria and Israel would necessarily require a phased process and substantial groundwork. It cannot be fast-tracked in the way that other Abraham Accords agreements have been."
Once the afterglow of Trump's announcement fades in Syria, Sharaa will face even deeper challenges at home. The new authorities have frequently blamed the sanctions -- which include penalties on third countries for doing business in Syria -- for their inability to pay civil service salaries, reconstruct sizable chunks of war-ravaged cities and rebuild a health-care system decimated by war.
"Now, we are not going to have any excuse by the government that there are sanctions that prevent doing this or that," said Jihad Yazigi, founder and editor of the Syria Report, an online bulletin covering Syrian economic affairs.
Among many Syrians, anticipation of a better life was palpable. As Hazem al-Loda, 31, a taxi driver, watched Trump's speech on his phone Tuesday night, he held up his forearm to show that the hairs were standing up. "I'm happy," he said. "I'm so happy." He said he worked long hours to put food on the table. Even a visit from a friend required refreshments that he had to drive extra miles to be able to afford, he said.
"The U.S. said these sanctions targeted Assad but it was us, the people, who suffered the most," Loda said. "The government didn't suffer. The rich found ways around it. We saw their fancy cars driving the streets in front of us, while we couldn't afford anything made after 2011."
In al-Radwa Cafe, a Damascene institution where the air was thick with shisha and cigarette smoke, patrons clapped and swayed to music, late into the night. Asked what the people needed now, one of the waiters, Ezzedine Saliha, 25, said simply: "the essentials of life."
"This will help to start the reconstruction process, will create jobs for young people and for everyone," he said.
Analysts described Trump's announcement Tuesday as without recent precedent. "I cannot think of another American president who has fully lifted economic restrictions on a country as heavily sanctioned as Syria," said Delaney Simon, senior analyst with International Crisis Group's U.S. Program.
But she, like other experts, cautioned that the path to full sanctions relief was littered with obstacles. "It will require a massive bureaucratic and possibly political lift in Washington," Simon said. "President Trump has a tough road ahead to make good on this commitment, but he should persevere."
U.S. sanctions on Syria date to 1979, but the range of comprehensive restrictions that  has come to impact Syrians' everyday lives  was first imposed in 2011, after which the U.S. and E.U. championed a sanctions regime that deepened Syria's international isolation as Assad's army fought a bitter civil war against an array of rebel forces. At least a half-million Syrians were killed in the conflict, while Syria also became a battleground for Russia, Iran, Turkey and the U.S.
Assad's regime collapsed in December, leading the Biden administration to announce a partial lifting of sanctions. The E.U. promised to remove some of its own restrictions altogether. But the impact of that relief remained largely symbolic, as widespread overcompliance meant international institutions and private companies continued to avoid Syria altogether.
Most international trade was off the table; so was the reconstruction of scores of shattered neighborhoods, even as some inhabitants returned to eke out a living amid the ruins.
"The importance of the decision now is the political message," Yazigi said. "When Trump says, 'Good luck, Syria, we are lifting the sanctions,' you are saying that Syria is back."
El Chamaa reported from Beirut.
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Planned Russia-Ukraine talks upend European push for U.S. sanctions on Moscow
The talks in Istanbul complicated a European push for the United States to pressure Russia into a ceasefire in Ukraine.
By Ellen Francis, John Hudson | 2025-05-14

From left, Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani, Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, Spanish Foreign Minister J ose Manuel Albares Bueno, British Foreign Secretary David Lammy, E.U. High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Kaja Kallas, French Junior Minister for Europe Benjamin Haddad, and German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul in London on Monday. (Carlos Jasso/Reuters)


ANTALYA, Turkey -- The promise of direct talks between Ukraine and Russia in Istanbul has derailed European efforts to get the United States on board with imposing new sanctions on Russia if there is not an immediate 30-day ceasefire.
Just as European officials were seeing a greater degree of skepticism from President Donald Trump's team toward Russia's intentions and conferring with U.S. officials on sanctions, President Vladimir Putin's offer of talks changed the conversation.
The surprise meeting expected Thursday in Istanbul has thrown the sanctions plans into question, according to nine European, Ukrainian and U.S. diplomats and officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
While the talks are being seized on as a possible breakthrough in efforts to end the war, Russia only revealed late Wednesday it was sending a low-level delegation of deputy ministers. And after top U.S. envoys bolstered the talks by saying they were coming, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said there were no plans to meet them.
When the leaders of France, Britain, Germany and Poland traveled to Kyiv last weekend to press for a ceasefire, they held a phone call with President Donald Trump, and he expressed willingness to wield pressure -- including possible sanctions -- on Russia, two of the diplomats said.
Putin's call for talks, however, which Trump then backed, upended the threat as all sides scrambled to organize meetings in Istanbul, even while details about agendas and delegations remained unclear.
"There has been coordination with the Americans on sanctions, and there have been good signals. But in the end, it depends on the flavor of the day," a European official said.
The continent's leaders have still pushed for coordinated European and American sanctions, possibly targeting the financial and energy sectors, to pressure the Kremlin into halting the fighting. But their uncertainty about whether Washington will follow through has deepened, with European officials describing Putin's call for the meeting as a stalling tactic.
The diplomatic flurry in Turkey underscored how each side has had to maneuver to sway Trump and avoid being seen as an obstacle to achieving his ambition of a deal.
Conversations at a two-day meeting of NATO foreign ministers that started Wednesday in the southern Turkish city of Antalya have been dominated by news of the talks.
The meeting would mark the first sign of movement in negotiations that appear to have been stalled for weeks, as well as the first direct talks between Kyiv and Moscow since the early months of Russia's 2022 invasion. On the U.S. side, Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who is in Antalya meeting with NATO counterparts, and special envoys Steve Witkoff and Keith Kellogg are expected to head to Istanbul on Friday.
Russia, however, has not said it will meet with them and at the last minute revealed it would send as its negotiators with Ukraine presidential aide Vladimir Medinsky, Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Galuzin and Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Fomin -- a long way from Putin himself, as Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky had demanded, or even a top minister. Medinsky was Russia's chief negotiator in the failed 2022 talks.
With Russia stalling for days on whom it would send to the talks, Zelensky had been on the verge of canceling Ukraine's participation until U.S. and European officials pulled him back from the brink Tuesday night, said two diplomats familiar with the matter. The officials stressed it was critical to at least send a delegation of senior aides, including his chief of staff, Andriy Yermak, and Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, but faced repeated resistance from Ukraine's leader.
"Zelensky didn't see the point in going at all," said one of the diplomats.
Witkoff impressed on the Ukrainians that showing up to direct talks with Russia was a win-win situation: If they showed up and Russia didn't, Moscow would look bad and suffer the consequences. If Ukraine and Russia showed up, the two sides might get closer to a ceasefire and an end to the war, said the two diplomats familiar with discussions.
Zelensky is still pushing for a meeting with Putin himself in Turkey and is expected to arrive late Wednesday in the capital, Ankara, to meet the Turkish president.
"Why personally with him [Putin]? Because a serious conversation about ending the killing and ending the war should be held with the one who ultimately makes decisions in Russia," said a Ukrainian official. "Everything will depend on whether Putin is scared of coming to Turkey or not. Based on his response, the Ukrainian leadership will decide on the next steps."
Aboard Air Force One, Trump, who is on a trip to the Middle East, told reporters Wednesday he did not know if Putin would show up for talks in Turkey. "I know he would like me to be there. And that's a possibility. ... I don't know that he would be there if I'm not there. We're going to find out," he said.
With Trump endorsing a Russia-Ukraine meeting, European leaders are now waiting to see if anything comes out of Thursday's talks.
The European Union on Wednesday agreed on its 17th package of sanctions against Russia, mainly targeting the so-called "shadow fleet" used to skirt an embargo on Russian oil. The hope and discussions with Washington had been for broader European and U.S. sanctions to send a warning to the Kremlin against stalling.
"There was a moment where [talks] felt like a lost cause, but now it seems like there could be some momentum," both on negotiations and on the U.S. appetite for pressing Russia, a European diplomat said.
He said Trump's unpredictability may not be all bad if it keeps the Kremlin guessing, too. "But there needs to be a credible threat this time," the diplomat added. "Otherwise it looks like Putin doesn't have to do much beyond waiting it out."
French President Emmanuel Macron on Tuesday night declared an intention to unveil new sanctions "in the coming days" and "in close coordination with the United States" if Russia does not agree to a ceasefire. He said that E.U. officials were in talks with Trump administration officials and U.S. senators on sanctions, eyeing financial services and oil and gas as possible targets.
The new U.S. ambassador to NATO, Matthew G. Whitaker, said "everything is on the table" in the bid to negotiate an end to the war. "We will ultimately have to judge President Putin's commitment to a long-term ceasefire by their actions, not their words," he told reporters Tuesday.
Asked whether Washington would impose new sanctions if Russia still rejects an immediate 30-day ceasefire, he said: "We just have to take this a step at a time."
"I think President Trump has expressed that he's been frustrated with Russia. He had previously been frustrated with Ukraine," Whitaker added. "From where I sit right now, I think we are as close as we've ever been" to halting the fighting. "But we have to see how this plays out."
Michael Birnbaum in Doha, Qatar, contributed to this report.
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Trump's Middle East trip makes it a big week for Turkey's Erdogan
Trump's Middle East trip comes amid a heady few days for Turkey, with news the PKK would disarm and as it is set to host delegations from Russia and Ukraine.
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2025-05-14
You're reading an excerpt from the WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan meets with U.S. President Donald Trump during the NATO summit in London in December 2019. (Murat Cetinmuhurdar/Presidential Press Office/Reuters)


President Donald Trump is the center of attention this week in the Middle East. On the first major tour of his second term, Trump was feted Tuesday in the royal court in Riyadh where he presided over the inking of a slate of potentially lucrative business deals with the oil-rich monarchy. The investment extravaganza -- which, because of its many links to Trump's family enterprises and personal connections, has raised profound ethical concerns -- will proceed to Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, where more deals are in the offing.
During an hour-long address to Arab leaders in the Saudi capital, Trump seemed to skirt some of the region's entrenched political challenges. He barely mentioned Israel and the unresolved plight of the Palestinians, and spoke airily of finding a new peaceful status quo with Iran. He nodded to a hope that Saudi Arabia would join the normalization agreements between a clutch of Arab states and Israel, known as the Abraham Accords, but added that it would be "in your own time." And he appeared to attack U.S. neoconservatives -- "the so-called nation builders" who "wrecked far more nations than they built" -- for a generation of failed interventions in the Middle East.
Perhaps the most newsworthy development was Trump's declaration that long-standing U.S. sanctions on Syria would be dropped to help strengthen the Syrian transition away from the dictatorship of ousted President Bashar al-Assad. "I will be ordering the cessation of sanctions against Syria in order to give them a chance at greatness," Trump said, after it emerged that he would also be meeting the country's leader, the former rebel warlord Ahmed al-Sharaa, formerly known by his nom de guerre, Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, in the Saudi capital.
The announcement triggered spontaneous celebrations in Syrian cities and heartened the assembled Arab dignitaries in Riyadh, many of whom had privately urged the United States to scrap the restrictions, which were an impediment to investment and reconstruction in the war-torn country. Trump said the move was due in part to the request of influential Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. But the White House has also been lobbied for weeks by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who in various phone calls with Trump has asked the United States to ease sanctions on Syria's new government. On Wednesday, Trump confirmed to reporters aboard Air Force One that Erdogan had championed Sharaa's cause.

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on May 13, President Donald Trump said the U.S. would end sanctions on Syria's new government "to give them a chance at greatness."


The timing of Trump's trip coincides with a heady few days for Ankara. Turkey will host top-level delegations from Russia and Ukraine -- including Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky -- for the first direct talks between the two countries since the early months of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. Trump has dispatched Secretary of State Marco Rubio to attend proceedings amid growing hopes of a diplomatic breakthrough for which Erdogan's government spent years laying the groundwork.
Separately this week, the Kurdistan Workers' Party -- the militant Kurdish faction known by its abbreviation, PKK -- announced that it will disarm and disband as part of a peace initiative with Turkey. That would bring to a close a four-decade insurgency that led to tens of thousands of deaths, roiled Turkish politics and spilled across borders.
Negotiations with Ankara blew hot and cold over Erdogan's almost two decades in power, with  domestic and regional developments incentivizing a burying of the hatchet. The thaw with the PKK and its jailed leader Abdullah Ocalan likely enabled a recent political agreement between Syrian Kurds -- who are closely linked to the PKK -- and Sharaa's Turkish-backed fledgling government. It also  might secure more Kurdish voters in Erdogan's camp, as the Turkish leader looks at constitutional reforms to prolong his time in office amid  increasing concerns over the hardening autocratic nature of his rule.
Less than two months ago, Turkish authorities deposed and jailed Ekrem Imamoglu, the popular mayor of Istanbul widely seen as Erdogan's most credible challenger, on charges that his supporters consider trumped up. Mass protests followed and faced  forceful suppression from security forces.
"This is Erdogan's big comeback on the world stage," Asli Aydintasbas, visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution, told me. "A few months ago, Turkey was being labeled the ultimate example of electoral autocracy, heading into dictatorship. Fast forward into mid-May and what you have is Erdogan -- out in the cold for four years [under the previous administration of President Joe Biden] -- coming back both as a winner in Syria and a big player in the Ukraine-Russia space."
Trump's return to the White House paved the way for this comeback. Trump has made no secret of his personal rapport with Erdogan and admiration for the putative strongman. The two leaders "are transactional partners with converging mindsets," wrote Alper Coskun, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
"Erdogan sees a lot of himself in Trump and his policies," Coskun explained. "Trump's desire to shake up American institutions and its established bureaucracy, his polarizing rhetoric on the domestic scene, and his distaste for liberal, progressive agendas align with Erdogan's playbook, as does Trump's sense of urgency in achieving a ceasefire in Ukraine."
Turkey's influence in its wider neighborhood and ability to be a stabilizing force in the region is a strength in the eyes of the Trump White House, which seems willing to forgive other geopolitical friction with the NATO ally.
"Over the previous 15 years, tensions over Iran, Syria, Russia, and China pushed the United States and Turkey from strategic alignment to mutual mistrust," wrote Gonul Tol, senior fellow at the Middle East Institute. "Sanctions disputes, diverging war strategies, and Ankara's deepening ties with Moscow and Beijing all eroded mutual confidence." But now, Tol added, "after years of divergence, the door to a reset is ajar. Turkey is ready to walk through it."
Trump has already made clear that the internal politics of countries such as Turkey or Saudi Arabia are not his concern. The beleaguered Turkish opposition, Aydintasbas told me, now has to "decide what it means for them in a climate where the West is not approaching Turkey with normative values."
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In U.K.-U.S. trade deal, hormone-fed beef is off the menu
The restrictions, including on chlorine-rinsed chicken and hormone-fed beef, suggest that President Donald Trump's efforts on trade will have limits.
By Steve Hendrix, William Booth, Karla Adam | 2025-05-14

Wye Angus cattle eat at the University of Maryland Agricultural Experiment Station in Queenstown, Maryland, on April 25, 2022. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- As Britain and the United States finalize the first bilateral trade deal to follow President Donald Trump's global tariff blitz, British trade negotiators are still refusing to let American beef and chicken treated with hormones and chlorine into British supermarkets, a top U.S. official acknowledged Tuesday -- suggesting that Trump's efforts to bend countries to his will on trade will have limits when they clash with hot-button local food customs.
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins, who said during the Oval Office announcement of the deal last week that she wanted Britain to take "all meats," seemed to soften that stance following talks in London this week. During a news conference Tuesday, Rollins suggested that American exporters might make concessions and wean themselves from ranching and processing practices that are standard in the United States but rejected by British and European regulators.
The U.S. and Britain have not released details on all the products the agreement will cover, but it allows "reciprocal" market access for beef, according to the British government. British officials have been adamant that restrictions will remain on importing hormone-fed beef and chlorine-rinsed chicken -- two U.S. products that have been an irritant in transatlantic trade talks for years.
Rollins, in response to a question, acknowledged that more American farmers are dropping the methods. "Our agricultural producers, our cattle producers obviously are constantly watching what the markets look like," she said. "If the markets are calling for a specific type or they see more opportunities somewhere, then I think we, potentially, do see some movement in the market."
The American practice of treating processed poultry with a chlorine wash has declined in recent years, she said, adding that only about 5 percent of the birds now get a bleach bath.
"We have moved over the last decade completely away from the, quote, chlorine chicken," she said.
A Trump administration retreat on the safety standards discussion would mark a big shift on an issue that has been raising hackles on the U.S. side of the negotiating table for round after round of talks.

President Donald Trump, flanked by Vice President JD Vance and British Ambassador Peter Mandelson, participates in a call with British Prime Minister Keir Starmer during an announcement on a trade deal on May 8. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Last week, White House trade adviser Peter Navarro dismissed British sanitary standards as a "phony tool used to suppress what is very fine American agricultural product." During the first Trump administration, Robert Wood Johnson, then the U.S. ambassador to Britain,  called the complaints "a smear campaign from people with their own protectionist agenda."
The two agriculture systems, Johnson insisted, are different, but the quality and safety are the same. Rollins also defended American meat production. "We have decades of research that show that the beef produced in America, whether it is hormone or hormone free, is entirely safe," she said.
When Britain was part of the European Union, it was bound for years by strict E.U. food regulations, which also blocked the importation of certain American products.
After Britain left the bloc following the 2016 Brexit vote, negotiators were free to cut any deals they wanted with the United States. Officials on both sides of the Atlantic hoped for a blockbuster bilateral accord to send more products back and forth.
But beef and chicken continued to be sticking points, as efforts to reach a deal fizzled under multiple British prime ministers and both the Trump and Biden administrations. British officials learned that their farmers and consumers still took a dim view of U.S. steaks and fryers, for culinary, health and commercial reasons.
The United Kingdom maintains some of highest food-safety standards in the world, on par with those in the European Union. Chlorine-washed chicken, in particular, triggers a gag reflex here, because researchers say it can be used to clear  foodborne pathogens that should not be present in the first place.
"An analogy is going out for a walk and seeing a pile of dog muck," Paul Wigley, professor of animal microbial ecosystems at the University of Bristol, said in a statement after the trade deal was announced.
"The U.K./E.U. approach is to avoid getting it on your shoes. The American approach is wiping it off when you get home, but we all know that some will remain trapped in the tread." He noted that the rates of human salmonella infection are about five times greater in the United States than in Britain.
Farmers were relieved to hear British Prime Minister Keir Starmer promise last week that "red lines on agriculture" would be "written into the agreement." But they worry it may be hard to compete with the United States. 
Ian Rickman, president of the Farmers' Union of Wales, said in a statement that "agriculture must not become collateral damage in the U.K. Government's pursuit of short-term trade concessions with the U.S., by forcing farmers into an unfair competition with cheaper, substandard U.S. imports."
In an interview with The Washington Post, Rickman added that the two systems of production in the United States and Britain are vastly different. Welsh cattle are raised on small farms, with an average size of about 200 acres (about 80 hectares), and graze outdoors.
"I don't think we have a feed lot in the nation," he said.
British farmers play an outsize role in the country's politics. No party -- left or right -- wants to upset them. The bucolic countryside  is what makes Britain look like Britain, although the agricultural sector employs just 1.4 percent of the total workforce.
Britain's tough stance on beef and chicken suggests it will stick with European food standards despite Trump's trade push.
"The U.K. is choosing the E.U. over the U.S. when it comes to agriculture," said David Henig, a British trade policy expert.
Starmer is trying to placate Trump even as the British prime minister seeks a new post-Brexit relationship with Europe, which is a far more important farm market than the United States. Britain and the E.U. are expected to announce their trade deal as soon as next week.
Starmer will host E.U. leaders in London on May 19 in what is being dubbed a major Brexit "reset" summit, where leaders are expected to discuss ways to further trade and cooperation between the U.K. and the trading bloc.
While Britain's decision to continue to align with Brussels over Washington on food standards may carry political symbolism, it's not expected to cause any major economic disruption in agricultural trade.
British supermarkets are filled with produce from the E.U. -- and its imported beef in particular largely comes from Ireland, rather than the United States.
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Dick's Sporting Goods to buy Foot Locker for $2.4 billion 
Dick's said it plans to maintain the Foot Locker brand and operate the company as a stand-alone business unit within its portfolio.
By Vivian Ho, Shannon Najmabadi | 2025-05-15

A Dick's Sporting Goods in Arlington Heights, Illinois (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


Dick's Sporting Goods will acquire ailing footwear giant Foot Locker for $2.4 billion but operate it as a stand-alone business and brand, the companies said Thursday.
Company officials said the deal would let Dick's tap into Foot Locker's international operations and sneaker-obsessed consumer base. But some analysts said it was baffling given Dick's strong performance in recent years compared with Foot Locker's.
"It's a bit of a head-scratcher," said Anthony Chukumba, senior equity analyst at Loop Capital Markets.
Dick's stock rose 550 percent over the past five years as the big-box chain has rolled out concept stores with climbing walls, batting cages and other features. Foot Locker stock, meanwhile, lost almost half its value over the same period as its mall-based retail strategy struggled, some analysts said.
"The only thing I'll say is the price seems very reasonable," Chukumba said.
The merger agreement, approved unanimously by the boards of directors of both companies, will offer Foot Locker shareholders either $24 in cash or 0.1168 shares of Dick's common stock for each share of Foot Locker common stock, the companies said in a statement.
Foot Locker operates about 2,400 stores across 20 countries. The company, which includes brands Kids Foot Locker, Champs Sports, WSS and Atmos, had reported $8 billion in net worldwide sales in 2024. It has closed hundreds of stores since 2023.
Mall stores have lost shoppers to stand-alone and online operations in the past two decades, a trend mirrored in the athletic-goods space, said David Swartz, senior equity analyst at Morningstar Research Services.
"Foot Locker was designed as a mall-based retailer when malls were the dominant place that people went to shop," he said. "And that has changed. And part of the reason why that has changed is Dick's Sporting Goods."
Dick's leadership acknowledged the skepticism in a Thursday conference call with analysts but described Foot Locker as a complementary business that largely targets a different demographic: sneaker-heads and lifestyle-focused shoppers
"This transaction meaningfully expands Dick's presence internationally for the first time," Lauren Hobart, president and CEO of Dick's, told analysts. "Together we'll better serve consumers worldwide. ... And with macro trends like the growing convergence of sport and culture, an increased focus on health and wellness, and a widespread shift toward casual wear, we believe the long term industry tailwinds remain strong."
Foot Locker CEO Mary Dillon called the merger "an exciting new chapter" in a statement. It was unclear if Dillon will remain in her role under the merger.
The deal could give Dick's more negotiating leverage with suppliers such as Nike and Hoka, analysts said.
Foot Locker stock was up more than 80 percent Thursday afternoon, while Dick's shares were down 14 percent.
Dick's said that it expects to close the deal in the second half of the year. It still requires approval from Foot Locker shareholders.
The merger comes as retailers across the country brace for the effects of President Donald Trump's tariffs on foreign goods, which are expected to hit the footwear industry especially hard. More than 99 percent of the shoes sold in the United States are sourced from overseas, primarily China, Vietnam and Indonesia, according to Footwear Distributors and Retailers of America, a trade group.
"Ultimately it is going to show up as higher prices to consumers unless there's some sort of trade agreement," said Rob Handfield, professor of supply chain management at North Carolina State University.
Thursday's announcement is this month's second major acquisition deal in the sneaker industry. Shoe company Skechers last week said it would be taken private by an investment firm in a $9 billion deal.
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Walmart warns it will raise prices within weeks because of tariffs
Walmart's sales rose 2.5 percent, narrowly missing analysts' expectations. Experts say the retail giant may be better situated than some competitors to endure a trade war.
By Hannah Ziegler | 2025-05-15

A Walmart store in Los Angeles on Wednesday. (Allison Dinner/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Walmart warned Thursday that price increases look certain -- possibly within weeks -- reinforcing that even the world's biggest retailer is not immune from President Donald Trump's trade war.
"We're positioned to manage the cost pressure from tariffs as well or better than anyone, but even at the reduced levels, the higher tariffs will result in higher prices," Walmart chief executive Doug McMillon said Thursday during a call with analysts after the company reported quarterly results.
Several major brands have warned that Trump's tariff campaign could raise prices, stymie supply chains and push inflation-battered consumers to a breaking point. But analysts have said that Walmart's growing popularity with high-income shoppers could allow it to pass on costs to those who can afford them while holding the line on essentials.
Because groceries account for the bulk of Walmart's revenue, analysts say the retailer can source more products domestically, leaving it less exposed to tariffs than rivals more focused on clothing or appliances.
Walmart on Thursday posted sales of $165.6 billion for its fiscal quarter that ended April 30, a 2.5 percent increase year-over-year, narrowly missing analysts' forecasts. Though McMillon said last month that the company might accept lower profits in the short term because of tariffs enacted in April by the Trump administration, operating income actually rose 4.3 percent.
As cost pressures from tariffs ramped up in late April and continued into May, Walmart said in a release that "substantial uncertainty" remains. Even so, the company stuck with its full-year forecast of 3 to 4 percent net sales growth -- which it first outlined in February before Trump's tariff plans took shape. It also expects fiscal second-quarter net sales growth of 3.5 to 4.5 percent.
Walmart historically has performed well in uncertain times and is seen as a bellwether for the health of U.S. consumers. During the pandemic and 2008 financial crisis, the company lowered its prices to go after market share and emerged with a bevy of loyal shoppers, said Bill Kirk, an analyst at Roth Capital Partners.
"We've seen during periods of economic uncertainty in the past, we tend to gain share and come out of the other side in an even stronger position," Walmart chief financial officer John David Rainey told analysts Thursday. "We expect this period to be no different. We'll play offense ... but we're not fully immune from the financial impacts in the short term."
Households earning more than $100,000 annually helped drive Walmart market share gains in its last several quarters, executives said during investor calls. Those high-income shoppers can subscribe to Walmart's paid membership program or spend extra on delivery fees, and the company can use that revenue to offset costs for more value-focused consumers, Kirk said.
Walmart reported U.S. profitability for its e-commerce business for the first time in its most recent quarter, with sales in that segment popping 21 percent. One-third of Walmart's e-commerce customers paid extra for one- or three-hour delivery, Rainey said Thursday.
The Bentonville, Arkansas-based retailer's success with wealthier consumers -- and the booming e-commerce business driving it -- gives it enough cash to stay "aggressive" as tariffs squeeze other companies, said Joe Feldman, an analyst at Telsey Advisory Group.
"They're just better positioned to handle it than anybody else," Feldman said.
Walmart's product mix could also shield it from import duties, analysts and experts said before the company's earnings report Thursday.
Certain tariffs on U.S. trading partners such as Vietnam and Taiwan that are currently paused will probably drag down discretionary categories such as apparel, accessories and home goods, said Steven Carnovale, an associate professor of supply chain management at Florida Atlantic University. While Walmart sells those products, about 60 percent of its revenue came from grocery sales in its most recent fiscal year.
Most grocery products get sourced from the United States, which gives Walmart's supply chain a stronger backbone than retailers that sell more imported clothes, accessories and electronics, Carnovale said. Even if grocery import costs rise, Walmart can spread that expense across big-ticket items such as appliances and furniture, which wealthier shoppers may still buy during uncertain economic times, he said.
"Since so much of their sales are from food, and the vast majority of food is produced domestically, they're, in my eyes, substantially less exposed," said Jason Miller, a supply chain management professor at Michigan State University.
Walmart said Thursday that it wants to keep food prices low, even as it navigates rising import costs for clothing, household goods and electronics. But tariffs on imports from countries such as Costa Rica, Peru and Colombia, which produce food that U.S. farmers can't grow domestically or in sufficient quantities, have already led to higher costs for bananas, avocados, coffee and roses, McMillon said.
For nonfood products subject to tariffs, Walmart plans to move production to different countries -- a difficult task, McMillon said, but one the company has been "working on for years." The retail giant can also distribute these added costs across entire categories to keep shelf prices steady.
But Walmart is not completely shielded from a trade war. More than two-thirds of the goods Walmart sells are "made, grown or assembled" domestically, McMillon told analysts Thursday, but the rest are imports that mostly come from China, Mexico, Vietnam, India and Canada.
Walmart imports fewer goods from China than retailers that compete less in the grocery aisle, but analysts said no company escaped unscathed from the last month of tariffs. U.S. levies on Chinese imports soared to 145 percent in April before the Trump administration this week announced a deal to lower them to 30 percent for 90 days.
McMillon acknowledged that high tariffs on goods from China, especially those impacting electronics and toys, pose the greatest threat to the company. Walmart does not disclose the percentage of products it imports from China, but Evercore ISI analyst Greg Melich estimated that figure was about 10 percent in an April 9 research note. China provides 20 percent of Amazon's imports into the U.S. and 30 percent for Target, Melich estimated.
Walmart's supply chain is one of the strongest in retail, which gives it tremendous negotiating power with suppliers and foreign governments, Melich told The Washington Post last month. Some Walmart suppliers have gotten "creative" to dodge tariffs and swapped tariffed aluminum for levy-free fiberglass, McMillon said.
Unlike its competitors, Walmart probably has supply chain redundancies that make it easier to shift production quickly, said Alan Baer, the chief executive of OL USA, a logistics company. For example, he said, even if Walmart prefers to import a certain style of white T-shirt from China, its suppliers in countries such as Vietnam, Thailand and Indonesia can easily manufacture the same product.
Walmart also gets better deals on shipping costs. According to one industry official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to disclose nonpublic information, Walmart typically pays $400 to $600 less per shipping container compared with other retailers.
Walmart is often the largest customer for the container shipping companies it works with, and when it signs a contract to move its goods, that often sets the floor for others as they negotiate prices, Baer said. Once its products arrive in the U.S., Walmart's efficient domestic supply chain and national distribution network give it an even stronger advantage over its competitors, Baer said.
"It's almost like you're taking Legos and piling them up on top of each other, and Walmart just happens to be the bottom brick because it's always there, every week, all the time," he said.
Walmart's footprint in China, where it operates nearly 300 stores, and its importance to the U.S. economy also make it "an honest broker" in Trump's trade war, Melich said: "In many ways, they're in the middle of it."
"They're not immune, but they're certainly better than average," he said. "They're doing as good a job as anybody."
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GOP tax bill on track to add more than $2.5 trillion to U.S. deficit
The figure is expected to intensify a national debate over spending and tax levels as President Donald Trump tries to push the legislation through Congress.
By Jeff Stein | 2025-05-15

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), hosting a candlelight vigil in the Capitol on Tuesday in honor of National Police Week, also is charged with the heavy burden of shepherding his caucus to pass new tax legislation. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


The Republican tax proposal emerging in the House of Representatives would add more than $2.5 trillion to the federal deficit over the next decade, according to nonpartisan estimates and budget experts.
That fiscal hit has triggered criticism from House conservatives, who have at times vowed to vote against legislation that adds to the national debt, which is already over $36 trillion. But House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) may have trouble reducing the bill's price tag, as that would require either making fewer tax cuts or steeper spending cuts in ways unpalatable to his conference.
While the legislation is expected to change substantially before final passage, the House Ways and Means Committee's draft plan calls for roughly $3.8 trillion in tax cuts over the next decade, according to the Joint Committee on Taxation, a nonpartisan congressional body. Other parts of the legislation would cut federal spending and bring in new revenue. Including those plans, the official cost of the bill is likely to amount to more than $2.5 trillion -- and as much as $3.3 trillion, counting the interest owed on new debt, according to Marc Goldwein, senior vice president at the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, a Washington-based think tank.
These figures are likely to intensify a debate over national spending and tax levels at a time of mounting concerns about the federal debt.
Republican lawmakers have defended their proposals as necessary to prevent a sudden tax increase for millions of households, pointing out that the legislation primarily extends provisions in a 2017 tax law from President Donald Trump's first term that are set to expire at the end of this year. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has called extending these tax cuts "the single most important economic issue of the day" and argued that failure to do so would create an "economic calamity."
Congressional Republicans have also criticized some analyses for not accounting for the economic growth -- and thus increased tax revenue -- they say will be generated by lower taxes and deregulation.
But the Joint Committee on Taxation's estimates may even understate the new legislation's cost to government coffers. The GOP tax bill is structured so that many of its most expensive provisions expire in four years. If those tax cuts are extended -- as Republicans intend -- the cost of the legislation could rise to $5.2 trillion, according to Goldwein. Jessica Riedl, senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, a center-right think tank, said that could make it the most expensive piece of legislation since the 1960s.
Budget experts have long warned that the United States needs to start reducing, not increasing, its annual federal deficit. Interest payments on the debt already amounted to the second largest federal expense this year, behind only Social Security, swallowing up an increasingly large share of the federal budget. Annual federal deficits have hovered around $2 trillion but are likely to rise to $4 trillion if the GOP bill is enacted, according to Riedl.
"It's ridiculous that we're spending trillions on tax cuts when we're already trillions in the hole," Goldwein said. "They could have done this in a fiscally responsible way but have chosen not to."
Congressional Republicans have argued that ballooning government spending, not lower tax rates, is driving the nation's fiscal imbalance. Federal revenue as a share of the economy has fluctuated but remained roughly flat, while the same metric shows spending rising over the last 20 years under presidents of both parties.
The bill's most expensive provision is extending the lower individual rates from the 2017 tax law. Most Americans saw their taxes cut by that bill, which also slashed the corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent.
"People who think letting taxpayers keep their own money is a price tag, is spending -- those are called Democrats," said Grover Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform, an anti-tax group. "If you think a tax cut is a cost, you're standing in the shoes of the government, not the American people. Tax cuts are income to Americans and a loss to the bureaucracy."
The difficult budget math reflects a long-running tension for GOP policymakers. Conservative policy experts see the legislation as a vehicle for implementing reforms to how businesses are taxed, including incentives for research and development and for firms to invest. But provisions like that aren't as politically popular as broad tax cuts for individuals. This proposal rolls in Trump's pledges to reduce taxes on tips and overtime, as well as allowing a new tax deduction for interest paid on loans to buy American-made cars, among other changes.
The cuts for households comprise the bulk of the bill, with an additional $2 trillion devoted to increasing the standard deduction and the child tax credit claimed by most middle-income households. But because rich households have higher taxable incomes, lowering rates by about the same size across income brackets means significantly larger savings for the affluent. Roughly 30 percent of the benefits of the legislation would go to corporations and those earning more than $400,000 per year, according to Riedl.
Conservative tax-policy experts also have long panned Trump's plan to end taxes on tips as likely to create distortions in the economy as employers try to game the new law by designating salaries as tips. The generous cuts also risk flooding the economy with too much cash, potentially forcing the Federal Reserve to hike interest rates and raising borrowing costs for households.
"They are simply borrowing too much and accomplishing too little," said Kyle Pomerleau, senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, a center-right think tank. "They could have expanded the investment provisions, but instead put in Trump proposals that are neither pro-growth nor good tax policy."
The added costs would arrive as worries rise about U.S. bond markets, which fluctuated earlier this year due to Trump's trade war. Economists have expressed concern that investors may be reluctant to buy U.S. treasuries if the debt continues to soar, which would push borrowing costs up.
"I am genuinely worried about whether there is even sufficient demand in the markets for all of this new debt," said Rep. Brendan Boyle (Pennsylvania), the highest ranking Democrat on the House Budget Committee.
Meanwhile, to help offset the costs, the legislation includes at least $600 billion in cuts to Medicaid, the health insurance program for the poor, and the Children's Health Insurance Program, along with another $290 billion in cuts to food stamps. These would be the biggest cuts to Medicaid and food stamps in the history of the programs, said Bobby Kogan, senior director of federal budget policy at the Center for American Progress, a center-left think tank.
The average American in the top 1 percent would see a $65,000 boost on average in their after-tax income, while the middle class would receive a $1,290 increase and the bottom 20 percent would gain $90, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a center-left think tank.
"If enacted," Kogan said, "this would be the largest transfer of wealth from the poor to the rich in U.S. history."
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National Airport, Pentagon hotline had been disconnected for three years
Aviation officials learned of the issue after controllers at National had to order two flights to abandon landing attempts this month due to an Army helicopter heading to the Pentagon.
By Ian Duncan | 2025-05-15

An Army Black Hawk helicopter flies over the Pentagon in Arlington on May 1. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


A hotline connecting air traffic controllers at Reagan National Airport and their counterparts at the Pentagon has been "inoperable" since March 2022, a Federal Aviation Administration official confirmed Wednesday, further evidence of poor safety coordination between federal agencies responsible for the airspace where a midair collision in January killed 67 people.
The line is maintained by the Defense Department, and the aviation agency was not aware of the outage during the three years it was down, Franklin McIntosh, the FAA's deputy head of air traffic control, testified at a Senate hearing Wednesday. Aviation officials discovered the hotline wasn't working after May 1, when controllers at National ordered two passenger jets to abandon landings because an Army helicopter was circling nearby at the Pentagon.
"We're insisting on that line to be fixed before we resume any operations out of the Pentagon," McIntosh said.
Ongoing disputes over how to ensure safety have led to unusual finger-pointing among Cabinet departments. Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy has accused the military of violating safety protocols, while military officials have insisted they have followed the FAA's restrictions.
Key senators joined in with their frustrations at Wednesday's hearing of the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee.
"The administration's lack of a more aggressive, proactive mitigation approach is simply inexcusable," said Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois), herself a former Black Hawk pilot. "FAA and DOD must coordinate better. We don't need to wait for the completion of a lengthy investigation to know that."
Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska) said he had been unsuccessfully seeking more information about what happened from the military.
"They need to start giving answers to this committee and other committees because what happened was just unacceptable," Sullivan said. "They really haven't been that forthcoming."
Maj. Montrell Russell, a spokesman for the Army, said it was working with the FAA to determine what repairs were needed.
McIntosh said that he did not know how long it would take to restore the line but that he expected the military to "expedite that timeline."
This month's incident came just a week after a Virginia-based Army unit resumed flights in the capital region following the Jan. 29 crash, when an Army Black Hawk collided with an American Airlines regional jet arriving from Wichita.
In another fresh disclosure, McIntosh said that at the time of the May 1 airspace conflicts, responsibility in National's tower for guiding helicopters and other local traffic was combined under one person -- a consolidation of tasks also in place the night of the deadly crash. Combining the jobs can increase the workload on controllers, experts say.
After the crash, the FAA closed a helicopter route that passed along the Potomac River to the east of National and restricted helicopter traffic in an area around the airport. But military, police and medical helicopter flights have continued in the region, causing ongoing disruptions to passenger traffic. The Washington Post has identified at least two other flights to the Pentagon since the crash using the same looping route.
McIntosh testified that the FAA was continuing to weigh its procedures in hopes of getting the Defense Department to exhibit "better behaviors."
Under questioning from Commerce Committee Chairman Ted Cruz (R-Texas), McIntosh confirmed that after the May 1 incident, officials considered whether to suspend an agreement that allows the military to fly in the Washington area without receiving FAA clearance beforehand. Before the FAA took that step, however, the Army unit in Virginia announced that it would once again suspend helicopter flights to the Pentagon while it carried out a review.
"We were extremely troubled by the incident that occurred, especially in light of DCA and the events that led up to the accident," McIntosh said, referring to National by its airport code. "We were ready to deploy any option that we could use or we felt was necessary."
Yet McIntosh acknowledged the prolonged hotline outage also raised concerns about the FAA's procedures. "I think the next question would be why were we not aware of it and insist on it being fixed?" McIntosh said.
Scott Dunham, a retired National Transportation Safety Board investigator, said it's typical for nearby air traffic control facilities to have direct communications with one another.
McIntosh testified that the two facilities were still able to reach each other by normal phones. But Dunham said that should be a "last resort after the normal stuff breaks."
Jeff Guzzetti, a former NTSB and FAA investigator, said the Army has been less transparent than civilian authorities since the crash -- potentially due to the sensitivity of some of the missions it flies. But Guzzetti said the military will have to find a way to share more information.
"This fatal accident at DCA is shining a huge spotlight that the Army can't get away from easily," he said.
Wednesday's hearing also examined the ongoing problems at Newark Liberty International Airport, which has faced days of delays caused by unreliable technology, a shortage of air traffic controllers and runway construction.
The Guardian reported Wednesday that while Duffy has insisted the airport remains safe to use, he also said in a radio interview that he had switched a flight his wife was taking to nearby LaGuardia Airport. The Transportation Department told the British outlet that the change was made for scheduling reasons, not because of safety concerns.
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Beleaguered Boeing wins massive deal to sell jets to Qatar airline
Qatar Airways bets big on Boeing with an order for up to 210 wide-body jets. 
By Lori Aratani, Amy B Wang | 2025-05-14

Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, third from right, and President Donald Trump watch as Boeing CEO Kelly Ortberg and Qatar Airways CEO Badr Mohammed Al Meer sign documents Wednesday in Doha, Qatar. (Karim Jaafar/AFP/Getty Images)


Qatar awarded a contract for up to 210 new wide-body civilian airliners to Boeing on Wednesday, a blockbuster deal for the beleaguered aerospace company that was inked in a Doha ceremony where President Donald Trump hailed it as evidence of his abilities to promote U.S. economic interests overseas.
According to a White House fact sheet, the $96 billion agreement would include 130 of Boeing's 787 Dreamliners and 30 of its 777X planes with options for 50 more aircraft. No timeline for delivery was provided. The order is Boeing's largest ever for wide-body jets. Qatar Airways is owned by the Qatari government.
"That's fantastic," Trump said during the ceremony, where the deal was signed by Trump, Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Boeing CEO Kelly Ortberg. "So that's a record ... and congratulations to Boeing."
The agreement comes as Qatar has offered the administration the "gift" of a 747-8 luxury jet valued at $400 million for Trump's use until work on much-delayed replacements being built by Boeing is completed. Trump said he would be a "stupid person" not to accept the jet, but the offer has raised multiple ethical and national security issues.
The Qatari offer of the jet for Trump's use has highlighted Boeing's inability to meet government timetables for its new Air Force One planes, which have become a symbol of Boeing's broader financial, manufacturing and safety problems.
"Our team is looking forward to building 787s and 777s for Qatar Airways into the next decade as they connect more people and businesses around the world with unmatched efficiency and comfort," said Stephanie Pope, president and CEO of Boeing Commercial Airplanes.
Qatar Airways says it currently has 124 Boeing jets in its passenger fleet and 109 passenger jets made by the U.S. company's main competitor, Airbus. The deal is a huge win for the company and for Ortberg, who took over as Boeing's chief executive in August. A strike last year by Boeing's machinists union halted production of the company's best-selling jet, the 737 Max, further deepening a crisis that began in January 2024 when a door panel blew off a 737 Max jet operated by Alaska Airlines.
However, there have been signs of a potential turnaround. Financial losses have narrowed, and the company has ramped up aircraft production. The Federal Aviation Administration capped the number of 737 Max jets Boeing can build until it meets certain safety and manufacturing milestones conditions. Boeing executives said they may seek to have those caps lifted later this year.
Airlines, however, continued to place orders for Boeing aircraft even as deliveries slowed.
The company currently has a backlog of more than 6,200 aircraft, though deliveries have picked up in recent months. The company said Tuesday it had delivered 45 new commercial jets in April -- nearly twice the number it delivered during the same month a year ago, when it delivered 24 aircraft.
In a statement, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) said the Qatar agreement will provide jobs for years to come. Boeing assembles its 787 wide-body jets in Charleston, South Carolina.
"This is truly a game changer for South Carolina and Boeing," he said.
Sen. Maria Cantwell of Washington state, the top Democrat on the Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, said the deal was a big win for Boeing and the Puget Sound region, where the company has a significant presence.
"It's also good to see U.S. manufacturers winning in the lucrative wide-body airplane market," she said, adding that the deal is "also a reminder why it's time to sell to meet big demand instead of pursuing trade disruptions."
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Much of U.S. at heightened risk for summer power outages, regulator warns
The North American Electric Reliability Corp. summer forecast reflects a nation straining to keep up with soaring electricity demand. 
By Evan Halper | 2025-05-14

Downed power lines in Cypress, Texas, on May 17, 2024. (Danielle Villasana/For The Washington Post)


A large swath of the United States is facing a heightened risk of blackouts this summer, a perennial danger as electricity use soars and extreme weather tests the nation's aging power grid, according to the regulatory authority that monitors the electricity system.
The seasonal electricity forecast warns that regional power grids extending from the Upper Midwest south through Texas may lack the power needed to meet all customer needs in the event of prolonged periods of high temperatures.
The shortfall, according to a new report from the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, or NERC, a nonprofit organization dedicated to reducing risks to power networks, is driven in large part by a steep increase in projected electricity demand. Power demand is sharply up since last summer, increasing at more than double the rate it did between 2023 and 2024.
The U.S. is now projected to need 10 gigawatts more electricity in the upcoming summer season than it did last summer -- the equivalent amount of power it takes to keep the lights on in as many as 10 million homes.
The surge in demand is driven by a number of factors, according to earlier data published by federal and state regulators. The proliferation of energy-hungry data centers and manufacturing plants is a key cause. They are consuming energy faster than utilities can bring new power plants online. Additionally, scorching temperatures drive more air-conditioning use in homes and businesses, creating a major strain on electricity systems.
The NERC report also points to the transition to green sources of energy as a complicating issue. Large amounts of wind and solar power have been added to the grid in the last year, and their inability to feed energy around-the-clock to the aging power network can destabilize it. While a vast expansion of industrial-size batteries to store that energy is helping, there is not yet enough storage to solve the problem.
At the same time, aging gas and coal plants are being retired. This is an issue for the regional power grid that serves 15 states from North Dakota to Louisiana, where there will be less power available this summer than there was last summer.
"With higher demand and less firm resources," the NERC report says, that sprawling power grid "is at elevated risk of operating reserve shortfalls during periods of high demand or low resource output."
While utilities have been rushing to bring new gas plants online, the pace at which they can move is outstripped by surging energy demand. Supply chain delays and transmission bottlenecks have pushed the time it takes to bring a new plant online to three or four years.
Similar issues are plaguing the ability of grid operators to complete basic upgrades to the network of power lines and transformers that are the backbone of the U.S. electricity system. The report warns of a shortage of "parts, materials and skilled technicians" that is causing delays in maintenance and installation of new transformers.
As large parts of the nation struggle to bring more power online, the report warns, weather forecasters are warning of another hot and dry summer. The last two summers already rank as among the hottest on record. Such weather, NERC writes, "is one of the main drivers of demand and can also lead to forced outages."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/05/14/power-grid-electricty-climate-blackouts/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



White House bans U.S. agencies from all work on G-20 in South Africa
President Donald Trump previously suggested a boycott of the Group of 20 conference over what he called South Africa's "Land Confiscation" law.
By Jeff Stein, John Hudson | 2025-05-15

South African Finance Minister Enoch Godongwana, center, and Lesetja Kganyago, governor of the South African Reserve Bank, right, speak at a news conference in Washington on April 24. (Maansi Srivastava/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The White House National Security Council has ordered U.S. agencies and departments to suspend work with the Group of 20 conference set to be hosted by South Africa this year, according to two people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a government decision not yet made public.
The move follows President Donald Trump's public threats to boycott the summit over claims that White South Africans are having their land taken away by the government under a new expropriation law.
The G-20 is an international forum of the world's biggest economies and is designed to address the biggest financial issues around the globe. The Johannesburg summit is set to be held in November under the theme "Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability."
A White House official referred to Trump's comment Monday accusing South Africa of carrying out a "genocide" against White citizens and saying he would not attend the G-20 leaders' meeting in Johannesburg unless the "situation is taken care of."
The National Security Council decision resolves questions that had proliferated across the government about how to approach the G-20, which includes a huge amount of bureaucratic coordination and working-level meetings by administration officials throughout the year in advance of the final summit.
South Africa rejects the Trump administration's accusations, saying there is no evidence of persecution or a "White genocide" in the country. South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has said the Trump administration has "got the wrong end of the stick here" for opposing policies in South Africa aimed at addressing racial inequality that have persisted since apartheid ended three decades ago.
"We'll continue talking to them," Ramaphosa said at a recent event in Ivory Coast.
Trump has stepped up his attacks on the government of South Africa in recent weeks. This week, a group of about 50 White South Africans arrived at Washington Dulles International Airport as refugees under a humanitarian designation the administration has suspended for all other groups worldwide.
"How could we be expected to go to South Africa for the very important G-20 Meeting when Land Confiscation and Genocide is the primary topic of conversation?" Trump wrote on Truth Social in April. "They are taking the land of white Farmers, and then killing them and their families."
No land has been expropriated under the law.
Foreign policy experts have said that if the United States pulls out of the G-20, China will have greater latitude to set the terms of the agenda. The U.S. is set to host the summit next year.
"The U.S. created the G-20 and has been actively engaged with the G-20 even when it's hosted by countries where we have vehement disagreements, including China and Russia," said Josh Lipsky, senior director of the Atlantic Council's GeoEconomics Center, a Washington-based think tank.
Inside the Trump administration, officials broadly oppose the G-20's frequent focus on issues related to climate change, aid for developing countries, LGBTQ rights and social cohesion. But officials disagree on whether a full boycott is the right approach, given the opening it gives to Beijing.
"It completely cedes the floor to China," said a third U.S. official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to discuss the matter publicly. The official noted that Beijing comes to G-20 events with detailed plans for shaping world events in its favor. "Beijing is so organized at these multilateral engagements. This will guarantee they don't have to face us, which basically leaves the Europeans to uphold Western values on their own."
One of the biggest skeptics of the G-20 inside the administration is Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who announced his own boycott of a G-20 meeting of foreign minsters in Johannesburg in February.
"My job is to advance America's national interests, not waste taxpayer money or coddle anti-Americanism," Rubio said on social media at the time.
In announcing the decision, he accused South Africa of "expropriating private property" and using the forum to promote "solidarity, equality, & sustainability" -- objectives he called "DEI."
Other parts of the government have been more open to engaging the G-20, said the third U.S. official familiar with the matter.
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Sorn Thai toasts a grandmother's cooking in modern digs in McLean
At Sorn Thai, the owner of the popular Donsak in D.C. offers dishes to obsess over.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-05-15
Supisa Teawbut figured she'd sell a lot of pad thai when she opened Sorn Thai in McLean in March. Patrons surprised her when they ordered more kanom jeen namya instead. The entree, rice noodles with fish curry, is one of 10 dishes in a category called "Sorn's Obsessions" and a lovely introduction to a Thai restaurant unlike any other in Northern Virginia.
Diners' eyes are pulled in first. The vermicelli -- a fine white nest circled with diced green beans, crisp bean sprouts and pickled green mustard -- rises from a dazzling orange-gold curry that fits in lemongrass, garlic and gently peppery finger root. A crisp branzino filet leans against the noodles. It's quite a show for $20.
Kanom jeen namya is also a nod to the owner's late grandmother, Sorn Teawbut, whose version of the dish was such a hit in her hometown in southern Thailand, neighbors would flock to the house with empty bowls when they heard she made it, says Teawbut. "Everyone in the family knows how to make it," says the owner, who adds that her grandmother had a dozen children. Talk about a sweet hand-me-down.
Teawbut, who goes by the nickname "Boom," is no stranger to the business. Thai fans know that the food served at Donsak Thai Restaurant, her casual little outpost in Woodley Park in the District, is some of the best in the area. (When my predecessor, Phyllis C. Richman, and I last supped together, takeout from Donsak -- including springy ground pork meatballs with tamarind sauce and a salad of fried tofu, onions and cashews splashed with lime juice -- filled the table. She got the leftovers, lucky legend.)

Chef Prapassorn Teawboot in the open kitchen. 



Thai-style fish mousse, one of the small plates. 


While a traditional Thai eater could happily graze the night away at Sorn Thai, the fresh face benefits from a Thai chef whose last professional kitchen was at the Ritz-Carlton Bacara in Santa Barbara, California: Prapassorn Teawboot, the owner's sister, whose menu in McLean embraces lots of modern touches. In addition to a larb made with minced chicken, for instance, the chef makes a meatless version featuring chopped, fried Brussels sprouts, and shrimp cakes are rethought as round shrimp croquettes, perched on sweet plum sauce.
Every small plate I've tried was a dish to remember. Haaw-mohk, a small square of fish mousse, has a texture that falls between cornbread and custard, a taste that marries the sea with chiles and lime leaf. Presented on a banana leaf, the soft orange mousse is finished with micro-cilantro and tiny dried baby anchovies, garnishes with star power. Another day, another nice takeaway: warm banana blossom salad, strewn with fried shallots, nipped with red chiles and arranged with smoky grilled prawns.
The kitchen turns out a respectable pad thai, best spritzed with lime before tackling, and a fine green curry with folds of pork, tender bamboo shoots and Thai eggplant. A lot of the competition can execute something similar, however.
You go to Sorn Thai to fill up on the menu's "obsessions." Along with kanom jeen namya, the pleasures include moo hong: dark chunks of braised pork belly and crisp green bok choy in a stew warmed with cinnamon and star anise, a sauce best absorbed with tender milk buns that eat like savory doughnuts. There are also sweet prawns and green papaya slices lounging in a stinging and tangy golden curry. The seafood dish, geang som, gets its kick from tamarind and is familiar to home cooks in southern Thailand, says the owner. The key to success -- concentrated flavor -- is keeping the broth at a simmer, she adds.

Moo hong, warm-spiced pork belly stew, is served with a milk bun. 


Khao yum, a Crayola-colored rice salad, gets the beauty award at Sorn Thai. Julienne mango, carrots, red cabbage and green beans make up the vibrant heap, rounded out with jasmine rice tinted blue with butterfly pea flower, valued for its medicinal benefits and as adornment. (Women in Southeast Asia sometimes tuck the flower behind an ear.) Fish powder and shrimp paste in the dressing ensure the tongue is as entertained as the eyes.
The best Thai cooking tends to be a balance of five flavors: salty, sweet, sour, bitter and hot. If there's a quibble with some of the food here, it's a tilt toward sweetness in the black duck sauce for the roti-wrapped shredded duck and the peanut-and-pork filling of the fluttery steamed "butterfly" dumplings. Both could use less sugar.
Sorn Thai and Donsak don't look like family. The younger restaurant, set in a shopping center, opens with a handsome bar opposite tall tables hugging a wall and moves on to an exhibition kitchen and a larger dining room. What's not white seems to be green, wood or coconut leaf wallpaper. "She loved green," says the owner of her grandmother, whose welcoming home the owner hoped to convey in the design.
There's no red carpet here, but the restaurant makes it feel as if one has been rolled out for customers. Delivery is free within 21/2 miles for orders of $25 and more, staff are quick to greet and seat, and the cocktails are as considered as the cooking. First among equals is the apricot-colored pineapple daiquiri balanced with Aperol. Best of all, even though there's background music, the noise level never interferes with conversation.
The sighs of pleasure from around the table? You can hear them at Sorn Thai.

Bartender Chawalita Snyder talks with diners in the bar. 



Left to right: Chawalita Snyder, Kamal Sripechpong, owner Supisa "Boom" Teawbut, Nalinee Lodara, and chef Prapassorn Teawboot. 
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Are seed oils bad for you? Here's what the evidence actually tells us.
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and his  "Make America Healthy Again" supporters argue that seed oils are toxic, but the vast majority of the evidence says otherwise.
By Tamar Haspel | 2025-05-15
Are seed oils bad for you, as U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and an army of  "Make America Healthy Again" influencers claim?
The answer (tl;dr!) is that they're more likely to have some benefits than to be harmful, but it probably doesn't matter very much.
If that's the case (and I'm going to persuade you that it is), it raises another question: Why do people care so much? We'll talk about that, too.
Let's first define what we're talking about. A seed oil -- duh! -- is an oil that's expressed from a seed, and what opponents have dubbed the "hateful eight" are canola, corn, cottonseed, grapeseed, soy, rice bran, sunflower and safflower. But the reason for the hate varies. Sometimes it's the processing to extract and stabilize the oil, and sometimes it's simply that they're high in polyunsaturated fats (PUFAs). Or the problem could be a subset of PUFAs, omega-6 fats. Or it could be one particular kind of omega-6, linoleic acid. Different critics focus on different aspects.
In some ways, the fight over seed oils is a proxy war. Mostly, the people casting doubt are the same people who believe saturated fat isn't a health risk (and if you come here often, you know that I think it is, but a relatively small one). Case in point: Kennedy isn't pushing just for the elimination of seed oils; he's advocating rendered beef fat as a replacement.
But the health benefits of seed oils and saturated fat are separate questions, so let's tackle the seed oils on their own merits -- or lack thereof.
No matter what kind of nutrition question you're trying to answer, two rules apply:
Rule No. 1: Beware of theories.
What we know about the connection between diet and health is dwarfed by what we don't know. Our bodies are complex, and Process A, over here, is affected by Hormone B, over there, and, down the road, Bacterium C. And all bets are off if Gene D comes into play. Our understanding of all those things is severely limited, and that's before we even get to the unknown unknowns.
The upshot of Rule No. 1 is that you should brace yourself for uncertainty. It also means that anyone trying to convince you something is good or bad based on, say, Process A is probably wrong. You can't really take a microscope to some tiny part of human metabolism and successfully predict health outcomes based on that.

Various seed oils, including canola, corn, cottonseed, grapeseed, soy, rice bran and sunflower. (Scott Suchman; food styling by Marisa Vonesh/Both for The Washington Post)


Theories on seed oils abound. Here are a few you may have heard:
There are others. And many of them are interesting! But if a theory is correct, and matters enough to affect health outcomes, we would expect to see the results play out in actual humans. Which brings us to the second rule.
Rule No. 2: Look at all the evidence.
There's a reason doing your own research is the stuff of memes. But there are two ways to do research: to prove that something is true, or to discover whether it is. There's so much nutrition research, and most of it is varied and equivocal, so you can "prove" almost anything. I, for example, am hanging my hat on the data showing that ice cream is associated with decreased heart disease risk.
If you set out to "discover whether," you have a better chance at arriving at something true, although the human drive to confirm our beliefs can send that effort off the rails, as well. But let's see if we can't parse the body of evidence on seed oils to figure out what the evidence tells us.
I'm not going to chapter-and-verse you on evidence quality yet again. A lot of the evidence out there is terrible, so I try to focus on trials, rather than observational research. Seed oils are a bit different, though, because we have biomarkers for omega-6 fats, which means researchers don't need to rely on questionnaires to determine what people are eating. The correlations between measured fat levels and health outcomes still can't tell us whether the fat caused the outcome, in part because there are so many other confounding factors (people who eat high levels of omega-6 fats may be different, in other ways, from people who don't), but they're much more useful than questionnaire-based data.
I always start with meta-analyses. Not that they're perfect! They're only as good as the evidence they summarize, and researchers can still find ways to exclude studies that contradict their worldview. But I think they're the best jumping-off point we've got.
In the seed oil controversy, the meta-analyses speak almost with one voice. I don't know how many I read -- 50, maybe? -- and nearly all of them found either that the fats in seed oils were associated with decreased disease risk or that there was no association.
Over and over. And over.
Here's just a smattering:
A 2019 meta-analysis found that higher levels of omega-6 biomarkers were associated with a decreased risk of heart disease and stroke.
A 2023 meta-analysis found that higher linoleic acid levels correlated with reduced heart disease risk.
A 2024 meta-analysis of trials found no association of PUFAs or omega-6s with heart disease.
A 2018 systematic Cochrane review of trials found, essentially, no relationship between omega-6 fats and heart disease.
A 2017 meta-analysis found that higher linoleic acid biomarkers were associated with lower risk for Type 2 diabetes.
A 2012 meta-analysis of trials concluded that "virtually no evidence is available from randomized, controlled intervention studies among healthy, non-infant human beings to show that addition of LA [linoleic acid] to the diet increases the concentration of inflammatory markers." A similar 2017 analysis found the same, with the exception that very high LA levels could increase one marker, C-reactive protein.
(The association between seed oils and cancer is hard to suss out, because there are so many kinds of cancer and much of the research is based on questionnaires rather than biomarkers. But no research that I've seen makes a strong case either way.)
Okay, so if the vast majority of the evidence points to either a small benefit, or no change at all, why the panic over seed oils?
The answer starts with the one meta-analysis that did find seed oils to be harmful, and it's cited over and over in the case against them. Dating to 2010, it finds that substituting omega-6 fats for saturated fats increased the risk of some measures of heart disease by 13 percent.
Well, that's an outlier. Where did it come from?
The answer leads us to studies done in the 1960s and '70s that are the foundation of both the anti-seed-oil and pro-saturated-fat positions. So let's hop in our DeLorean and take a look.
Between 1965 and 1992, 11 fairly large, controlled trials investigated how replacing saturated fat with PUFAs affected heart disease. We're still talking about them because we don't have many more recent studies that are as large or long-running. (Several of the studies were done on institutionalized populations, in ways that might not meet modern ethical standards.)
Conveniently, a 2023 Nature paper contains a list of all 11 (in Table 1 of the Supplementary Material), including their results. If you look at that list (and, if you care about these issues, I encourage it), you see that results are mixed. The Oslo Diet-Heart Study, for example, shows a significant risk decrease, but the Minnesota Coronary Survey shows a significant increase.

U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks at a May 12 news conference in D.C. alongside President Donald Trump. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


As you read about the controversy over seed oil or saturated fat, you'll find that this table is ground zero. People on both sides tend to dismiss the results of the studies that don't support their position and focus on the studies that do. So, for example, the American Heart Association published an advisory in 2017: "We conclude strongly that lowering intake of saturated fat and replacing it with unsaturated fats, especially polyunsaturated fats, will lower the incidence of CVD [cardiovascular disease]." The association cites only four of the 11 studies in the table, all of which support its conclusion.
By contrast, the outlier meta-analysis from 2010, whose lead author (Christopher Ramsden, of the National Institutes of Health National Institute on Aging), was instrumental in recovering and reanalyzing data from the Sydney and Minnesota studies, cites seven of the 11. Some find benefits from PUFAs, some find harms, and Ramsden concludes: "Advice to specifically increase ... omega-6 PUFA intake ... is unlikely to provide the intended benefits, and may actually increase the risks" of heart disease and death.
I could write a book, or at least a pamphlet, on the strengths and weaknesses of these studies and why they should or shouldn't be included in an analysis. The Finnish one isn't properly randomized! The Minnesota one tracks most patients only for a year! But I'm guessing that would tax the attention span of even dedicated research wonks (which you must be if you've read this far).
But if we take a bird's-eye view of the body of evidence, it leads to a clear conclusion: Seed oils are more likely to be beneficial than harmful, but the effects are small enough that it probably doesn't matter very much if you use them or you don't.
We're fighting about seed oils not because they're either healthful or harmful, but because they've been associated with other controversial issues. The first is saturated fat, which has been the stuff of dietary polarization for a decade or two. If you believe saturated fat is safe, or even healthful, it's just a hop, skip and a jump to believe seed oils are dangerous; that's why sat fat is the subtext of the seed oil brouhaha.
But the second reason is simply the overall state of Americans' health and the impact highly processed foods have had. Because seed oils are a common ingredient in those foods, it's tempting to connect the dots.
I'm on record blaming obesity and disease on processed foods, but trying to find specific ingredients that are harmful is a fool's errand. It's the food in total -- nutrition-challenged, calorie-dense, ubiquitous, designed to be overeaten -- that's the problem. So, if you're sauteing your vegetables in canola oil every day, you're fine. If you're eating Nacho Cheese Doritos (second ingredient: seed oil) every day, you might not be fine, but the oil isn't to blame.
The seed oil problem is exacerbated by the simple fact that parsing evidence is boring (it is for me, at least, on every issue except the ones in my wheelhouse). And so the question "Are seed oils harmful?" easily morphs into a different question: "Who do I trust to tell me whether seed oils are harmful?" And the answer is likely to be someone who's aligned with you on other nutrition issues. Like, say, sat fat.
And so we get increasingly polarized factions throwing nasties over the parapet.
With seed oils, as with most nutrition issues, you can find evidence for benefits and evidence (although much less) for harms. But the evidence doesn't support zealotry, either way. So maybe stand down.
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Ask Sahaj: My parents didn't respect me as a landlord. So I asked them to move out.
Were they wrong to ask parents to move of their apartment because they wanted to increase the rent?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-05-15

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My parents (early 70s) are based in India and are really well off. They own two apartments. In 2017, after listening to their complaints about staying in one of these apartments, my wife and I (living in the U.S. for 15 years) offered them the option to move into our apartment in India. We even made the tenants move out. The good faith understanding was my parents will provide us with a rent that's in line with market standards and increase it by 10 percent every two years (the norm in India, and my dad did the same with his apartments). This was identical to the arrangement my wife and I had with my parents when we stayed in their home early on after getting married.
However, for almost six years, my dad did not increase the rent he owed us. In 2023, I finally mustered the courage to ask him for a $100 increase in rent per month. He agreed to it, saying it's my apartment and it should be my call. However, my mom discouraged me from asking about it, mentioning that asking for a rent increase can strain relations.
This entire process created an unfavorable experience for me, and I could not maintain a proper landlord-tenant relationship with my parents. I explained that I needed the freedom and flexibility with my apartment and that I am expecting a higher rent to help me with my visits to India. I politely asked them to vacate and move back into one of their own apartments. They did this on their own volition six months down the line, but I have learned that the narrative going around in India is that I have changed for the worse and have become money minded to such an extent that I am prioritizing it over relationships.
Have I done anything wrong here? We were only trying to politely assert our right to our property to ensure that relationships do not get strained. We didn't have any other agenda.
-- In The Wrong?
In The Wrong?: You honored your family by letting them stay in your apartment. You showed patience -- for years! -- even after communicating your expectations and then you asserted a boundary when you felt like continuing on was going to cause significant strain. I don't think you did anything wrong, but it's clear you feel conflicted.
You and your parents are frustrated and hurt but for different reasons because you prioritize different values. Where you might value transparency, your parents value compliance. Where you might value fairness, they value unilateral respect within the family hierarchy. And when you asserted a boundary -- no matter how polite -- they may have felt it was selfish and defiant of you. By getting clarity on how your values differ from your parents', you can start to paint a more realistic picture of what is happening. Meaning you're not actually in the wrong, but they just may think you are. You have to be honest with yourself about how you communicated (if you were respectful and kind), and your true intention around asking for money. Was it simply because of principle, or was it something else like to reclaim power in the relationship? Was the $100 increase going to make that big a difference for you?
You tried to be polite and offer rationale, but I do wonder if something got lost in translation. Often, in my work, I encourage South Asian children to focus on a shared value when communicating their needs to their parents. For instance, in talking to your dad you may have found a shared interest and understanding of money being an important asset that allows you to see each other and support each other -- something you want to plan for as they age. Or with your mom, you may have focused on the sacredness of the family bond and the importance of keeping that separate from business endeavors. This approach can help in preventing misunderstandings and set a foundation for better clarity and respect. And remember, just because something is culturally sensitive doesn't mean it should prevent you from asserting your rights in a fair and reasonable way.
It's not fair that there's been a narrative floating around that doesn't feel reflective of your intentions. If you haven't, I'd encourage you to have a direct conversation with your parents -- and those who matter -- about what you've been hearing, and ask them if this is how they feel about you. This will be less accusatory and can open a conversation around the hurt they still may be holding and the impact it's having on you. You can use the tips above to communicate in a way that feels most likely for them to understand.
With that said, while it's natural to seek approval from others -- especially when coming from a collectivist background -- it's important to discern whose opinions are affecting you. You don't have to internalize everyone else's judgments, especially the random auntie or uncle in your community. People are talking, and people will talk, but you know your truth, and that's what matters. Some people may think asking for money from your parents is unfair, while others may see your point. It doesn't matter what they think, though, if you feel confident in your approach and values.
Of course, you don't have to stop caring about your parents or others. You just don't have to betray yourself in the process. The guilt you feel isn't proof you're wrong, it's proof that you deeply care. Be kind to yourself. The best decisions are the ones that align with your truth and support your well-being -- and that will, in the long run, create stronger relationships.
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Miss Manners: Do I have to share our breakfast with the repair guys?
Husband thinks the letter writer is being silly to worry about making breakfast when repair guys are working in the house.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-05-15
Dear Miss Manners: I needed to have the washer and dryer replaced in my apartment, and two maintenance workers showed up to do the work around breakfast time.
I usually make breakfast for my husband before he heads to school, but I felt uncomfortable cooking for the two of us without offering anything to the maintenance men who were there.
So I declined to make breakfast because I did not want to cook for two extra people. My husband thinks I was being silly and should have just made breakfast for us without worrying about them. What would Miss Manners have done in this situation?
Not deprived her husband of breakfast on the grounds that others did not have the sense to have their own meals before they left for work.
Dear Miss Manners: When cutting meat at the dinner table, my wife of nearly 50 years holds her fork as though she's stabbing someone. It apparently doesn't embarrass her, but it makes me cringe inside.
I suppose I should have mentioned this a long, long time ago, but how would I even have gone about doing that? Or should I just let it ride?
After 50 years, you might let things be. Miss Manners can understand your having waited to be certain your new bride was not going to act on that violent impulse, but by now, she has had ample opportunity.
Dear Miss Manners: I'm retired, and I volunteer four days a week at a senior center. I assist low-income seniors with simple tasks, playing games and general socialization, and I also help serve the daily communal meal. The employees of the organization are likely considered my supervisors, but we're also quite friendly and I thought we'd established friendships.
I suffered a stroke recently and was hospitalized for a couple of weeks. A few of the seniors who have my phone number called and kindly expressed their healing thoughts and wishes, but no one I "work for" (the nonprofit and its employees) has expressed a thought, called or shown even a hint of caring.
I feel like I don't want to return to my duties after healing, solely because none of them seem to miss me enough to say so. Admittedly, my feelings are hurt.
Any idea how I can pointedly, yet politely, inform them of my decision and how their behavior, or lack thereof, led me to this decision?
The problem with the all-too-common rhetoric about the company (any company) being a "family" and your co-workers being friends is that it is, as you have sadly discovered, insincere.
Miss Manners does not mean to say that no one makes lasting friendships at work. But your expectation that friendship came with the job was unrealistic.
You are of course free not to return, but a letter explaining your reasons will be shrugged off as naive -- and perhaps as evidence that you are right not to come back. The genuine infraction is that all the people who know it is a lie continue to repeat it.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: How does she tell her boyfriend he needs to make his own friends?
Boyfriend relies on her friends for his entire social life, but sometimes she wants some "Quality Girl Time" without him.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-05-15

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi, Carolyn: I'm in a little bit of a pickle with my boyfriend of a year and a half. He's an amazing guy, and I love him to bits, but it's weighing on me that he has no close friends he interacts with on a regular basis. He's a quiet guy and has lots of hobbies that keep him occupied, but it has become clear that I am his main form of social interaction. He rarely makes plans of his own, and it's kind of expected that I invite him along wherever I go. We live together, so he is aware of 100 percent of my plans.
The problem is that I am about as extroverted as it gets and have lots of friends who I love to hang out with regularly.
While I am happy to bring my boyfriend along with me sometimes, there are other times where I prefer he'd hang back so I can get in some Quality Girl Time.
He considers my friends to be his friends, which is true to an extent, and he enjoys hanging out with us. I feel terrible for excluding him, but I desperately want him to make some friends he can hang out with independently. I know making friends as an adult is difficult, particularly for someone as mild-mannered as he is.
I guess I am wondering: How the hell do I talk to him about this? It seems cruel to straight up tell him, "Make some friends of your own so I can hang out with mine!!!" but I do want him to understand that I cannot be solely responsible for his social needs.
-- As Extroverted As It Gets
As Extroverted As It Gets: You're in a lot of a pickle with your boyfriend because you moved in with someone to whom you aren't comfortable speaking plainly.
You also have significant differences in temperament, but that can be surmountable -- even a good thing -- as long as you communicate well. (Oops.)
So that's really what this is about.
So start communicating now, plainly. "I am not comfortable with being your entire social life. I want to see my people solo sometimes.
"I also want you to have people you see solo sometimes -- but that's about me, not you. The first part is nonnegotiable. Thoughts?" Kind but unambiguous.
If it hurts, then it hurts.
You never want to inflict gratuitous or careless pain on someone, but the pain of truth telling is necessary sometimes. And typically, it is a lesser pain than the one you unleash after you've faked contentment with the status quo for so many weeks/months/years that your feelings have died and you can't mask your unhappiness anymore.
The most important thing you find out about your boyfriend isn't whether he can rally to form his own friendships (though I hope for his sake he responds to this conversation by trying). It's whether he can hear a hard truth without lashing out, acting out, spiraling into a very dark place or tucking it away as an enduring resentment that he dredges up periodically. A couple can work through mismatched social needs, but punitive defensiveness is the end. Or needs to be.
When you tell him the truth -- ASAP, seriously, you've stalled too long already -- listen for some version of this in his response: "Ouch. But fair -- and I should do this for myself more than for you."
A reader's thought:
* Stop trying to manage his social life. It's perfectly fine to tell him you're going out with your friends solo (then do it), but it's up to him to decide what he does while you go out.
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Asking Eric: Husband has extreme reaction to spouse's affection towards son
The letter writer rubbed their son's head while watching TV -- and their husband has been upset about it for a month.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-05-15
Dear Eric: My husband and I have worked hard to create consistent communication in our relationship that has lasted 10 years. We have both struggled to get to a good place, which we thought we had achieved.
Then a month ago, my son was home from college. My husband (his stepdad), my son and I were watching TV. My son was sitting next to me. I started rubbing his head like when he was little while we were all sitting there. This lasted for about an hour.
The next day, my husband was very upset and "weirded out" by my behavior. He said it was infantilizing. I agreed and said I wouldn't do it again. However, he is so disturbed by the behavior that he is not able to touch me. We have been sleeping in separate bedrooms since. He suggested that we see a counselor.
I am struggling to see my behavior as harmful or disturbing. I think he needs me to see my behavior the same way as he does. I think he sees me as taking advantage of my son in some way. I don't see how a counselor can help, and I am afraid that this experience will end us.
Any thoughts you can offer are helpful. I've tried my best to be as objective and fair as possible in presenting this problem to you without sharing a decade of context. I hope you have enough information. This specific issue has not come up before.
-- Marriage Advice
Marriage: There's something going on with your husband that doesn't have anything to do with you. I'm not going to hazard a guess as to what it is, but talking with him about what happened in counseling could shed some light and, hopefully, get him to a place where he can deal with it individually.
His response was extreme and, seemingly, unnecessary. From what you wrote, you and your son have an affectionate relationship, he gave you consent to touch him and the way you touched him was appropriate and safe. So, the issue isn't your behavior. Continuing to have conversations about it at home with your husband isn't likely to get you anywhere if he can't see that. But a neutral third party may be able to help you both conduct a conversation with guardrails and steer him into a healthier place.
Dear Eric: I would like your advice on how to respond politely when someone tries to show you phone photos while you wait for them to fish through what seems like hundreds. I am a board member of a plant society where our meetings are very busy, and I have lots to do. One older gentleman wants to show me plant photos while I am trying to set up for the meeting. I don't want to be rude, but I have many duties. The other is a family member who likes to show photos of people I don't know while I'm preparing for dinner or a party. I would enjoy seeing these things at another time and also not have to wait while they search through their photos. I do not want to hurt their feelings. Suggestions?
-- Not Now, Please
Not Now: Honesty, plain and simple, is going to be your friend here. "I'd love to see your photos, but I want to give them my full attention. Can you wait until I'm finished doing this?" You might even ask the older gentleman or the family member to help you complete your task instead of distracting you. But this, of course, depends on how good they are at helping. If they're going to slow you down, it might be best to ask them to just organize their photos and wait a bit.
Dear Eric: I'd like to offer some additional thoughts to "Carpooling," whose friend asked for occasional assistance in driving the friend's mentally challenged son.
Carpooling mentioned that they and the friend are members of the same church and also attend Bible study together.
Before the next Bible study (or other event at their church), Carpooling may wish to say, "I'm not always able to drive your son on days you may need some assistance. Perhaps if you mention it to the pastor or our group members, they can put together a list of volunteers who might also be able to lend a hand."
If even one or two others can do so, that alone can ease some of the financial burden a bit. Here's the thing about volunteerism: you often have willing volunteers along with those in need, but the two haven't been linked together.
-- Friend in Deed
Fried: Love this suggestion. It's a great way of solving the problem while also fostering community. Thanks for writing!
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Friend blames everyone but herself for career spiral. Hax readers give advice.
A friend of three decades has no self-awareness about her career skid, and the letter writer is tired of constant grievance.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2025-05-14

Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: "Susie" and I have been in each other's lives for 30 years since we met in early career days. About 15 years ago, she took the opportunity to switch sectors and pursue her dream. That didn't work out; she felt very aggrieved and betrayed. Since then, she's had a series of middle management roles, many of which have ended in burnout or bust-up, affecting her financial security (she lives alone) and her mental and physical health.
I've done my best over the years to be supportive, but it's becoming evident that her conduct is at least part of the problem (arguing with colleagues, falling out with bosses, picking odd hills to die on). Anything less than total validation from me leads to her doubling down on the current grievance. It's just happened again: She resigned from her latest role rather than addressing a complaint made about her (from her own account, she was clearly in the wrong). I'm at my wits' end.
Susie's been in therapy, but I'm not sure it's helped. She's quick to diagnose faults in others, but the only errors she admits to are things like giving too much of herself. She then adds the latest setback or failure to a growing litany of injustice, going back over the years.
Susie was a kind and loyal friend to me when I had struggles in the past. I feel the least I can do is be there for her now, but I'm powerless to help her, and it's beginning to burn me out.
I know the answer is to accept that I can't change her. All I can do is set and keep my boundaries but doing that in a kind way is something I'm struggling to navigate. Help!
-- Burnt Out Friend
Burnt Out Friend: I think you have to share with her what is happening with you: You are overwhelmed by her complaining and her drama, and you are sadly at this point unable to help because you disagree with some of her conclusions about what is wrong. That might be enough.
Give her a chance to think about what you have said. She might be able to hear you, and she might not, but you are absolutely doing her no favors by letting her spiral like this. Real friends sometimes have to say difficult things. I speak from experience, and my decision to tell the truth in that case led to a closer and more supportive friendship on both sides. Eventually.
-- Truth
Burnt Out Friend: You can be kind and loyal to Susie, and you can be there for her, but that doesn't require that you validate her interpretation of events. You can feel free to ask her if she perceives the same patterns that you do, if she thinks there are things she could look out for before she accepts the next job and what ways she could find of coping when the work situation is still salvageable. There are lots of avenues to help her think about change without telling her she is the problem. That's really what support looks like.
-- Melissa
Burnt Out Friend: Last year I needed to do some work on boundaries in a friend relationship. One of the first things I did was buy a workbook that I could write in and explore the prompts to find out how to set some boundaries that made sense to me and were doable. Writing things down always brings new awareness to me. It helped a lot. Sometimes the ideas swirling in my head are not the "voice" to listen to for action.
-- Write It Out
Burnt Out Friend: My question: What do you want in your relationship with Susie? Your letter is all about the struggles. When was the last time you felt good about an interaction with her? What were those circumstances? I think your window of opportunity is to get clear about what you want and need, identify when those things happen with Susie and make sure you spend your time with her in that way.
-- Beentheredonethat
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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After ICE visits, D.C. restaurants fear labor shortage
Restaurant owners say last week's ICE sweep has caused them to lose immigrant workers even as the industry is struggling.
By Tim Carman, Warren Rojas, Jenny Gathright | 2025-05-14

Three front-of-the-house workers at Millie's have left the Spring Valley restaurant after Homeland Security agents visited it last week. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


In the days since May 6, when agents with the Department of Homeland Security began demanding paperwork from restaurants across Washington to prove their employees were eligible to work in the country, cooks and servers at multiple establishments have quit, no-showed or requested time off. The sudden talent void has prompted fears that restaurants could face a worker shortage, potentially leading to more closures in an industry already expected to contract this year.
Owners or operators of four restaurants confirmed to The Washington Post that they had lost employees, whether permanently or temporarily, since DHS agents visited last week. Three of the proprietors spoke on the condition of anonymity because they did not want to become a bigger target for federal immigration officials or did not want other staff to walk off the job, too. At Millie's, where at least eight DHS agents entered the Spring Valley restaurant via multiple access points, the chief executive of the parent company, Georgetown Events, confirmed that three front-of-the-house workers had left the establishment.
These staff losses were likely to be just the tip of the iceberg, numerous people told The Post, and they began last week at a particularly critical moment for the D.C. hospitality industry: just days before Mother's Day.
In a letter to Maria Stavropoulos, a supervisory special agent in charge for Homeland Security Investigations, the president and chief executive of the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington spelled out the damage that the DHS visits had on local restaurants.
"The timing of these visits has also had an economic ripple effect. As you may know, Mother's Day weekend is one of the busiest -- and most financially important -- weekends of the year for restaurants," RAMW's Shawn Townsend wrote to Stavropoulos, who had signed some of the notices to restaurants, demanding the I-9 forms to verify employee eligibility to work in the United States.
Townsend shared his May 8 letter with The Post.
"The fear and confusion surrounding these enforcement actions, combined with the spread of misinformation, have already led to significant disruptions in staffing, reservation cancellations, and a general chilling effect across the industry," Townsend continued in his letter. "We are deeply concerned about the potential economic losses tied to uncertainty and miscommunication, especially for small, independent operators who rely on this weekend to stay financially afloat."
On Tuesday, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement issued a release noting that the agency, working with other law enforcement groups, had "apprehended 189 illegal aliens and served notices of inspection to 187 local businesses" during an enhanced targeted enforcement operation in the District. ICE specifically singled out four immigrant detainees, ranging in age from 25 to 47, whose alleged criminal histories includes drug possession, aggravated assault, sexual assault, indecent exposure, simple assault, possession of a prohibited weapon, driving while intoxicated and brandishing a machete. No known restaurant workers were among those arrested.
The four-day action, from May 6 to 9, was part of President Donald Trump's executive order issued in late March to make Washington "safe and beautiful." The administration also has privately expressed the goal of deporting 1 million immigrants in a year.
"This operation was successful despite Sanctuary City politicians who refuse to honor immigration detainers and release illegal alien criminals back into American communities. Under the leadership of President Trump and Secretary [Kristi L.] Noem, DHS will continue to deliver law-and-order to crime-ridden cities, including America's capital," said Tricia McLaughlin, assistant secretary for public affairs with DHS, in a statement to The Post. "Our message to criminal illegal aliens is clear: LEAVE NOW. If you don't, we will find you, we will deport you, and you will never return."

Luis Reyes, owner of Lauriol Plaza in Dupont Circle, in 2018. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)



Staff in the kitchen at Lauriol Plaza in 2018. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


Several restaurant owners are worried that the DHS sweeps will hamper the industry as employees, undocumented or not, leave the hospitality sector out of concern for their welfare. Ava Benach, a D.C. attorney specializing in immigration law, said restaurants will, without question, lose workers. She said it will happen in two ways: Workers will ghost establishments and no longer show up for shifts. Or they will be required to quit if, after a government audit and subsequent inquiries with the restaurant, workers still cannot provide I-9 paperwork that matches DHS records.
Restaurants that knowingly employ illegal workers, or continue to employ them after an audit, can face fines and criminal proceedings, Benach said.
"It all comes down to just exactly how negligent or reckless the employer is," Benach told The Post. "There's clerical mistakes and then there's sort of willful blindness and then, lastly, complicity."
One owner suggested that a worker exodus could contribute to more closures as restaurants continue to deal with the ongoing pressures of inflation, crime, high rents and the increasing labor costs tied to Initiative 82, a 2022 D.C. law that gradually eliminates the lower minimum wage for tipped workers. (Mayor Muriel E. Bowser has announced plans to repeal 1-82.)
"If they want to go by the book, there is not many restaurants left in D.C.," Luis Reyes said about DHS enforcement actions, including the I-9 audits that dozens of D.C. restaurants apparently face. Once an undocumented immigrant himself, Reyes is co-owner of Lauriol Plaza in Dupont Circle, where DHS agents last week served a notice of inspection. The native of El Salvador said that most restaurants in Washington are likely to have undocumented workers, who perform the kind of tasks many people won't.
"Who will wash dishes? Nobody wants to do that. Only the hard workers, the people who come from Honduras and El Salvador, they happily do that," Reyes said. "They want to make money and send [it] to their family."
Workers, even if they are in the country legally, are terrified right now, said Josh Phillips, co-owner of Ghostburger in Shaw, which was visited by DHS agents last week. Phillips expects a "serious contraction of the labor market" for D.C. restaurants, as workers opt to leave the industry of their own volition. This in turn will cause wages to increase, Phillips said, a bonus for workers but another burden for restaurants that can least afford it.

Diners at Ghostburger in 2022. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


"Pick a job category," Phillips said. "If you've got fewer of them, everybody else gets more expensive. You're going to start seeing bidding wars. You're going to see people hopping from restaurant to restaurant again."
Marisa Casey is chief executive of Georgetown Events, the parent company of Millie's. On Monday morning, she was camped out at a table at the Spring Valley restaurant, waiting to see if DHS agents would arrive to pick up the requested I-9 paperwork for the 115 or so employees at Millie's. Even though agents said they would fetch the documents at the corporate office of Georgetown Events, Casey was worried about a repeat DHS visit at the restaurant, which had unsettled her staff. (DHS agents did pick up the paperwork at the corporate office later that day, Casey said.)
The DHS visit to Millie's prompted a stern letter from Philip Hawken, director of human resources for Georgetown Events, to immigration officials. Casey shared the letter with The Post.
In the letter, dated May 6, the same day as the DHS visit, Hawken asked the agency to direct its inquiries to him, not to the staff at Millie's, who have been told that they are not legally required to speak with agents or provide any documents.
"My hope is to avoid the unnecessary fear-mongering that took place this morning," Hawken wrote. "Our employees have rights, they have been notified of these rights and any further questions or needs should be addressed directly to me."
During a Thursday meeting with the D.C. Democratic Party in Northwest Washington, Bowser (D) said there is little the District can do about lawful audits. In response to questions from residents about how to help immigrant neighbors -- and criticism from some who suggested she was not doing enough to address immigrant fears -- Bowser said her administration was reaching out to restaurants and the restaurant association to help them navigate the current environment.
But she said she cannot stop DHS and ICE from doing their jobs.

Geoff Tracy, who has owned and operated a string of restaurants in D.C., Maryland and Virginia over the past 25 years, confirmed that DHS agents visited one of his restaurants last week. (Andrew Harrer/Bloomberg/Getty Images)



Customers enjoy happy hour at Chef Geoff's in Vienna, Virginia, in 2018. (Matt Barakat/AP)


"This is Donald Trump's America. They should be afraid, okay? And there's nothing I can do to make them unafraid of a president and an administration whose focus is terrorizing them," Bowser told the gathering of several dozen residents. "So I don't want anybody to be confused here that the D.C. government can stop ICE. So don't go around telling people that we can stand in front of ICE and stop them from doing what is legal."
Benach, the immigration attorney, said DHS and ICE are not required to contact local officials before launching audit sweeps. But, she said, the agencies may do so as a courtesy, particularly if agents appear on city streets in uniforms with weapons. A spokesman for the mayor did not respond to a question about whether the District received warning of the DHS visits, but Bowser said last week that no D.C. police were involved in the sweep. The ICE press release Tuesday confirmed that.
Geoff Tracy, who has owned and operated a string of restaurants in D.C., Maryland and Virginia over the past 25 years, wondered what the Trump administration is after with these disruptive visits. He confirmed that DHS agents visited one of his restaurants last week and said his attorneys are responding to the federal inquiry, which is projected to take two to three months to review.
"The question is: Why is DHS focusing on D.C. restaurants?" Tracy told The Post.
If the White House is genuinely interested in bolstering American businesses, Tracy said, the administration "could simply implement an E-Verify requirement for all U.S. employers -- which would save them from having to do time-intensive I-9 audits."
Townsend, the RAMW executive, also has questions for DHS. He outlined several in his letter to Stavropoulos and the agency. Among them, he wanted to know what criteria were used to  select the restaurants that received audits. He also wanted to know what were the next steps after a restaurant had submitted its I-9 paperwork. How long would the process take? But first of all, he wanted to know whether these audits were part of a "broader enforcement effort? Should we expect further visits in the region?"
Townsend has not received any answers yet.

A waitress takes orders at Lauriol Plaza. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2025/05/14/dc-immigrant-ice-restaurants-labor/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cooking chat: Am I entitled to leftovers from food I bring to someone's home?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-05-14

(iStock)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: As a single, what's the best etiquette to sit at bars and eat a meal these days?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-05-14
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Artichoke and lamb arayes are light on meat, but big on flavor
Satisfy a burger craving in a healthier way with these stuffed pitas.
By Ellie Krieger | 2025-05-14

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


Eating less meat -- something most of us could benefit from, health-wise -- doesn't have to translate to a sad, minuscule steak on your plate. Presentation matters, and a shrunken portion can feel like deprivation.
Luckily, there are many ways to make a smaller amount of meat feel bountiful. Slicing it thinly and piling it into tacos or stir-frying it with vegetables makes a few ounces feel substantial and offers meatiness in every bite. Mixing ground meat with beans or sauteed mushrooms in chilis, stews and sloppy Joes also turns a modest amount into an ample portion while incorporating vegetable nutrition.
Get the recipe: Lamb and Artichoke Arayes With Yogurt-Feta Dip
This take on arayes -- Middle Eastern, meat-stuffed crispy pitas -- runs with that strategy by incorporating a generous helping of chopped artichokes into a ground lamb filling, an addition that adds body, contrasts with the rich flavor of the lamb and brings nutritional balance.

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post)


To make them, first pulse onion and garlic in a food processor, then add artichoke hearts, followed by parsley, mint and spices to create an aromatic flavor base. (It's crucial to pat the artichokes as dry as possible before adding them, so you don't wind up with soggy pitas.) Then use your hands to gently work the vegetable mixture into the ground lamb. When buying the lamb, if possible, ask the butcher for the leanest option, or look for ground lamb from New Zealand, which is significantly leaner, according to the Agriculture Department's nutrition database. You could also use ground beef or turkey, if you prefer.
Stuff the lamb-artichoke mixture into halved pita pockets, spreading it into an even layer. Then brush the pockets with oil, and crisp them up in a skillet until they're browned on the outside and hot on the inside.
Served alongside a lemony yogurt-feta sauce for dipping, these arayes are a healthier way to satisfy a burger craving, and they're so delicious, you might not even notice you're eating less meat.
Get the recipe: Lamb and Artichoke Arayes With Yogurt-Feta Dip
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Sean 'Diddy' Combs trial live updates: Cassie Ventura questioned by defense about sexually explicit messages
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial and high-profile case continues on Day 4, with Cassie Ventura testifying under cross-examination. 
By Shayna Jacobs, Anne Branigin, Janay Kingsberry, Samantha Chery, Carla Spartos, Avi Selk | 2025-05-15
Casandra "Cassie" Ventura returned to a federal courthouse in Manhattan Thursday morning to testify for a third day against her former boyfriend Sean "Diddy" Combs. But this time she is likely to face an intensely skeptical cross-examination from the music producer's defense attorneys.
Eight months pregnant and sometimes in tears, Ventura has spent hours on the stand portraying Combs -- who was once synonymous with power and prestige in U.S. pop culture -- as a violent megalomaniac who controlled every aspect of her professional, emotional and sexual life. She alleged Combs stifled her career as an R&B artist, cajoled her into days-long private "freak-offs" with male prostitutes while he filmed and masturbated, blackmailed her with those same sex videos, frequently beat her, sent his employees to track her down when she ran away, and, after she left him for good, forced his way into her home and raped her.
Defense lawyers will now attempt to dismantle that image of Combs, 55, who has pleaded not guilty to charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution, and faces 15 years to life in prison if convicted on all counts by the jury. His attorneys have suggested they will portray Ventura as a violent, jealous woman in an unorthodox but consensual relationship, who sought to extort money from Combs before she publicized her accusations in an explosive sexual assault lawsuit in 2023. But Ventura is only the first of at least three women expected to testify against Combs in the trial, which opened with jury selection last week and is expected to last two months.
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The 41 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
The WorldPride festival begins on-screen and onstage; strawberry festivals make sweet day trips; and AAPI Heritage Month brings street fairs, food and drinks.
By Fritz Hahn, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Lucas Trevor | 2025-05-15
The WorldPride festival is only a few weeks away, and events are popping up on the calendar, including the beginnings of the Gay for #DCTheatre series and AFI Silver's WorldPride on Screen, celebrations of trans pride, and a city-sponsored block party. AAPI Heritage Month events continue with two huge street festivals -- Fiesta Asia on Saturday and the Asian Festival on Main on Sunday -- as well as the return of AAPI Cocktail Week. Need an early taste of warm weather? Multiple farms are hosting strawberry festivals this weekend. Fans of kitschy pop music are looking forward to Eurovision viewing parties Saturday, and the littlest music lovers can get their party on at Union Market on Sunday. 
Editor's note: With thunderstorms possible Friday and Saturday, some outdoor events may be canceled or postponed. Check social media and event websites before making plans.
'The Dali Museum in D.C.' opening at the Spanish Cultural Center
St. Petersburg, Florida, is home to the United States' only museum dedicated to surrealist Spanish artist Salvador Dali. This exhibition includes specially commissioned works by contemporary Spanish artists whose work and vision are influenced by Dali. According to the Spanish Embassy's cultural office, "they embrace conceptual and experimental approaches, pushing the boundaries of their media and reimagining artistic expression." 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Spark Night Out: LGBTQ+ Bar Crawl on U Street
Looking to get acquainted -- or reacquainted -- with D.C.'s trendiest gayborhood before WorldPride? Staff from the new alcohol-free hot spot Spark Social House, including owner Nick Tsusaki, lead a whistle-stop tour of U Street LGBTQ+ bars, starting at Spark and eventually winding up with a dance party at Bunker. Attendees spend 45 minutes at each venue, receiving insights as well as one free drink, and chatting with fellow bar crawlers. 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. $30.
A Sweet Evening with Pooja Bavishi at Bold Fork Books
A decade ago, Pooja Bavishi began selling ice cream with Indian-inspired flavors like masala chai and lemon cardamom at markets and fairs in New York City. Malai's first brick-and-mortar shop opened in Brooklyn in 2019; a D.C. outpost arrived last year at 14th and T streets NW, drawing lines of fans for scoops and soft serve. Last month, Bavishi added a cookbook to her resume: "Malai," which is focused on frozen desserts. She'll discuss her journey and creative flavors with Clockout DC's Jade Womack at Bold Fork Books. Tickets include a signed book and one "cold sweet treat." 7 p.m. $42.50.
Gay for #DCTheatre
The official opening ceremony of WorldPride isn't until May 31, but local groups aren't waiting to get the party underway, with several multi-week festivals kicking off this weekend. Gay for #DCTheatre, a series organized by Theatre Washington, officially begins Friday, though some productions that fall under the umbrella, such as "Falsettos" at the Keegan Theatre, are already underway. The headliner is the world premiere of "We Are Gathered," a play about "queer love and forest magic" at Arena Stage, from Tarell Alvin McCraney, the Oscar-winning screenwriter of "Moonlight." Through June 15. A full list of productions is available at theatrewashington.org.
My Body My Festival at Union Stage and the Black Cat
Billed as "a music festival where abortion access is the headliner," My Body My Festival returns for its third year with a two-day offering where, as always, all proceeds benefit the DC Abortion Fund. This year's theme is "Raging to Survive" as organizers, musicians and audiences fight back against the administration and a rising red tide with a rallying cry of "hands off our bodies, hands off our city." Night 1 at Union Stage is headlined by Amirtha Kidambi's Elder Ones, a spiritual jazz ensemble that battles -isms -- capitalism, colonialism, fascism -- with Kidambi's haunting vocals and the droning power of the harmonium, an Indian pump organ. A showcase at the Black Cat features R&B traditionalist (and Prince George's County native) Alex Vaughn, plus Carly Harvey, a D.C. musician who climbs a family tree rooted in blues music. Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. $25-$50.
AAPI Cocktail Week
Celebrations of Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month take a delicious turn this weekend with the return of the annual AAPI Cocktail Week. Look for featured cocktails at participating restaurants, such as Tapori, Moon Rabbit and Tiki on 18, as well as events like a bartending competition at Maketto (Monday at 5:30 p.m., $35) and a cocktail class at Lost Generation explaining how to use Asian flavors in drinks at home (Tuesday at 6 p.m., $70). Through May 23. More events and details are at aapicocktailweek.com.
AAPI Beer Collab Release Party at Lost Generation Brewing
D.C.'s Lost Generation Brewing honors co-owner Anne Choe's mother with its annual AAPI Heritage Month beer, named Love, Umma, a Korean-style rice lager made with ginseng. Friday's release party features a lion dance, a sneak peek of snacks from Tim Ma's forthcoming Lucky Danger, and food by Bun'd Up. All sales of Love, Umma benefit Chefs Stopping AAPI Hate. 7 p.m. Free.
Eisenhower Under the Stars at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial
It was 67 years ago this summer that President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, establishing NASA as a government agency. The Trust for the National Mall celebrates this milestone with a night of stargazing through telescopes set up at the Eisenhower Memorial on Independence Avenue SW. Learn more about the universe and the future of space travel from institutions as diverse as the National Air and Space Museum and the Belmont-Paul Women's Equality National Monument. 8 to 10 p.m. Free.
Suns Cinema ninth anniversary weekend
The action in Mount Pleasant this weekend is on the dance floor, not the screen: Suns Cinema is turning off the projectors for two nights to mark its ninth anniversary. Friday features beloved DJ duo Beautiful Swimmers, whose genre-hopping style means the crowd could be dancing to deep house, tropical disco or techno over a short period of time, with the funky techno of PLO Man. (9:30 p.m., $15.) The following night, the To the Nines party features Les the DJ, Martin Miguel and Dave From Stoke, which guarantees a night of fun with house and disco. (9:30 p.m., $15.)
Gonzo's Nose at Friday Night Live
Gonzo's Nose was one of the region's premiere cover bands in the 2000s, with a set list of feel-good 1980s and '90s covers that drew crowds at bars from Clarendon to Dewey Beach and made the quintet a fixture at both galas and free outdoor parties. The band officially called it quits in 2017, after racking up more than 1,000 shows, but it's re-forming for a special gig at Herndon's Friday Night Live -- an outdoor summer concert series where Gonzo's Nose first performed in the 1990s. 6:30 to 10 p.m. Free.
St. Mary Armenian Church 15th annual Food Festival
D.C. has its share of international food festivals, but you don't often find one celebrating Armenian cuisine. This annual tradition at St. Mary Armenian Church in Friendship Heights features platters of lamb and chicken kebabs roasted over coals, as well as stuffed grape leaves, cheese pastries and baklava. Vendors set up at the church through the weekend, and music and dancing are offered. Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sunday from 12:30 to 3 p.m. Free; food available for preorder.
Joy Orbison at 618 DC
At the end of the aughts, Joy Orbison painted a way forward for underground dance music with his dubstep classic "Hyph Mngo," a slow-boiling banger that celebrated dance floor euphoria with a more sensual edge than the then-coming wave of EDM. Over the years, he's captivated DJ trainspotters with sinister tracks like "Sicko Cell" and "Flight FM," notching the highest honor in URL clubbing by hosting a fictional pirate radio station in "Grand Theft Auto Online." 10 p.m. $38.75-$44.25.
Mikaela Davis at Songbyrd
The tapestry of Mikaela Davis's influences brings together her classical training and the gently rockin' sounds of alt-country, 1960s pop and psychedelia that should resonate for fans of everyone from Jenny Lewis to Carole King (Davis has been known to cover "[You Make Me Feel Like] A Natural Woman" in concert). The 33-year-old singer and harpist, alongside backing band Southern Star, explores stepping into adulthood, the growth of change and the pain of loss. 8 p.m. $20-$25.
Fiesta Asia on Pennsylvania Avenue NW
After two consecutive Saturdays of embassy open houses, the annual Passport DC program takes to the streets this weekend. Fiesta Asia fills Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Third and Sixth streets for its 20th anniversary celebration, which features cultural demonstrations and music and dance performances from across Asia on six stages, including a cultural parade. Watch dragon and lion dancers, participate in a karaoke contest, admire the contestants in the cosplay contest, browse the artists and food and merchandise vendors, or let children check out activities in the kids' zone. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Strawberry festivals
Is there any flavor that screams "summer is coming!" like the first bite of a fresh strawberry? May brings fruit to pick-your-own farms around the region, but for a more immersive day trip, try one of these festivals.
Clinton's Miller Farms, known for its pick-your-own produce, hosts Strawberry Fest every weekend through the end of May. Purchase a quart or gallon bucket and head into the fields to find your perfect fruit, then let the kids work off their energy with a jumping pad or dancing to live music. (Some activities, such as face painting, have an extra fee.) Don't miss the farm's special treats, such as strawberry shortcake sundaes. Saturday and Sunday through June 1. Free admission; purchase of strawberry container ($8-$28) required.
The second Lincoln Strawberry Festival fills the Loudoun County hamlet with two days of family activities -- live music, 4H farm animals, hayrides, bounce houses, tractor displays, ice cream and pie-eating contests, and, of course, strawberry picking at Wegmeyer Farms. Both days begin with pancake breakfasts (topped with strawberries, of course) and feature strawberry shortcake for an extra fee, and there's a gala dinner on Friday night. Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15 per day; free for children 2 and younger.
Farm tours, food trucks and organic strawberry picking are on the menu at Moon Valley Farm in Frederick County, which is holding its Moon Valley Strawberry Festival on consecutive Saturdays, beginning this weekend. Saturday and May 24 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Eurovision viewing parties
Cheesy pop songs, costumes covered in glitter and sequins, over-the-top staging, pyrotechnics of both the vocal and theatrical types, shirtless backup dancers, a token metal band, plenty of camp -- it's time for the Eurovision Song Contest, which pits 26 countries against one another in the kitchiest musical competition in the universe. Eurovision, which is held this year in Basel, Switzerland, has a devoted following; in fact, the "official" viewing party, organized by the Swiss Embassy, is sold out. But there are other free parties where you'll be able to dance along to KAJ's "Bara Bada Bastu" -- Sweden's infectious sauna-themed entry -- during the grand final, which begins at 3 p.m.
DC9's annual Eurovision party is generally a riot, with the music pumping through the club's sound system, trivia contests between performers, and bingo cards that might require you to find a performer blowing kisses or sending a shoutout to Celine Dion, who won Eurovision for Switzerland in 1988. (Grab free tickets from the DC9 website.)
Wunder Garten's parties are full of an international crowd waving their favorite countries' flags, fueled by drink specials and giveaways at the NoMa beer garden.
Over on H Street, the Queen Vic is obviously cheering for British girl group Remember Monday and its disco ball power ballad "What the Hell Just Happened?" but all are invited for bingo and drink specials, with a suggested dress code of "loud."
Anacostia River Festival at Anacostia Park
Get closer to the Anacostia River at this annual festival, which features canoe rides and fishing lessons. Listen to live music from the TOB Experience, East Coast Limers and other acts while browsing a pop-up vendor market, trying hands-on science activities or kente weaving, or learning about archaeology or raptors. 1 to 6 p.m. Free; activities on the water require registration and safety waivers.
Souled Out Dates 3 Year Anniversary at the Bullpen
In the past three years, Souled Out Dates has graduated from drawing 150 people in the club behind Capo Deli to packing the Bullpen with thousands of energetic party people and hosting events from New York to San Francisco -- and, this year, London and Ghana. Its "Victory Lap" culminates with a celebration at the Bullpen featuring DJs from D.C., Miami and New York spinning music from across genres -- hip-hop, Afrobeats, R&B, throwback pop. Their parties can, and will, sell out, especially if you want to be able to climb the stairs to the VIP section. 3 to 10 p.m. $40-$60.
Trans Pride Washington, D.C.
A day of discussion panels, workshops and activities for the trans community, Trans Pride features everything from talks on parenting and organizing to zine making workshops, movie viewing, trivia and a Q&A session with best-selling author Andrew Joseph White. An on-site resource fair provides access to local organizations. For safety reasons, organizers are not advertising the location of the event until after registration. Later in the evening, Adams Morgan nightspot Sinners and Saints hosts "The Not-Cis-Tine Chapel," a DJ-fueled after-party promising discounted shots and "a celebration of trans joy."
Matters of Pride: Berlin Underground at Dupont Underground
During WorldPride, Dupont Underground, the former streetcar station turned event space beneath Dupont Circle, is hosting Matters of Pride, a series of events sponsored by European embassies and cultural centers. Through June 29, the Goethe-Institut presents the exhibit "Berlin Underground," with cutting-edge video works from more than a dozen artists from the Neuer Berliner Kunstverein (n.b.k.) Video-Forum, based in Germany's capital. Saturday's opening reception features a viewing of the show with drinks from "Dupont Underground's WorldPride speakeasy." 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Afghan Cultural Bazaar at Lapis
Lapis is more than a restaurant: The Adams Morgan bistro has become a de facto embassy. Over the past decade, it's introduced countless Americans to Afghan cuisine, via fragrant rice and lamb dishes and a menu rich in vegetables, but the Popal family has also organized donations of clothing and household supplies for newly arrived Afghan refugees, given job training to young people, and sold books to raise money to fund women's education in the U.S. and Afghanistan. This weekend, the restaurant marks 10 years in business with a two-day cultural celebration. On Saturday, the Cultural Bazaar Night features live traditional music and dance performances; a fashion show; and a market with jewelry, rugs and henna art made by local Afghan artists. All this is accompanied by snacks and nonalcoholic drinks. (5 to 9 p.m. $78.) Sunday is focused on the bazaar, with Afghan clothing, jewelry, carpets and art for sale, along with snacks from Lapis. (11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.)
Atlas Brew Works ALX Beer Festival
The newest Atlas Brew Works, in Alexandria's Carlyle Crossing, has invited some friends from Richmond up for its first beer festival: The Veil and Vasen join DMV breweries like Denizens, Lost Generation, DC Brau and Solace. Tickets include either four or eight 5-ounce samples as well as a souvenir glass, with additional drink tickets available to purchase. 1 to 5 p.m. $25-$45.
Mereba at the Howard Theatre
Alabama-born singer-songwriter Mereba weaves a spell of musical traditions, tracing how the seeds of her influences have crossed oceans and cross-pollinated into unique forms. A member of Southern soul collective Spillage Village alongside contemporaries JID and 6lack, Mereba brings together her Ethiopian and African American heritage, seasoning her soulful folk with bits of dancehall, Afrobeats, pop, electronica and more on this year's "The Breeze Grew a Fire." 8 p.m. $27.50-$57.50.
Asian Festival on Main
The fifth Asian Festival on Main shuts down multiple blocks of Main Street and University Drive in the heart of Old Town Fairfax. It needs that room for more than 60 food trucks and restaurant vendors and a street market filled with dozens of booths selling anime collectibles, handmade jewelry and crafts, as well as representatives from local businesses. In Old Town Square, the stage welcomes lion dancers; Bollywood troupes; martial arts schools; and groups performing K-pop, Filipino hip-hop and traditional Chinese dance, with Seoul-based R&B singer ESKM as a headliner. There's a karaoke stage, too, and a cosplay costume contest in the beer garden. Free shuttle buses run from parking lots at Fairfax High School. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Sound and Vision at Anthem Row
The plaza at Anthem Row -- formerly known as Chinatown's Techworld Plaza -- comes alive during this Pride-themed afternoon festival. Look for live music from Ari Voxx and Bryce Bowyn, roller skating and breakdancing performances, a market with dozens of makers and artists, live painting and screen printing, double Dutch demos, a dance party with DJ MIM, and family activities like face painting and bracelet making. Learn more about WorldPride activities from groups involved with the Diversity of Prides celebrations, like Black Pride, Latinx Pride and Youth Pride. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Rumpus Room at Union Market Dock 5 Plaza
The Rumpus Room is proof that kid-friendly music can be much more than the Wiggles and Raffi. The semi-regular dance party was founded by a pair of veteran D.C. DJs who are parents themselves. They draw on their experience headlining venues like Eighteenth Street Lounge and the Black Cat -- and, let's be honest, wedding gigs -- to find crowd-pleasing tunes that allow kids to wiggle while their parents show off the dance moves they remember from their clubbing days. Expect to hear vintage Disney and Sesame Street soundtracks, sing-along '80s and '90s throwbacks, and bouncy (yet age-appropriate) modern pop, all played at a decent volume. The target audience is kindergarten to elementary school, but expect to see all ages together on the dance floor at Union Market's spacious outdoor courtyard. Warning: The last party at Halloween sold out in advance. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $10 for anyone walking; crawling or carried children admitted free. Limit three children per adult.
Hank's Oyster Bar's 20th Birthday Party
At a time when it feels like the foodie community is watching neighborhood fixtures close after barely a decade in business, it feels remarkable that Jamie Leeds has kept Hank's Oyster Bar humming for 20 years. The chef hosts an oysterfest birthday party with all-you-can-eat raw, fried, grilled and barbecue oysters, as well as a slider bar, sides and adult beverages, at the Hank's location in Dupont. 4 to 8 p.m. $120.
WorldPride on Screen at AFI Silver
AFI Silver Theatre's WorldPride on Screen honors LGBTQ+ cinema, showing films from the 1950s through 2024. Last year's "I Saw the TV Glow" is first on the schedule, screening from Sunday through Wednesday, and is followed by the romance "Portrait of a Lady on Fire" and the beloved drag ball documentary "Paris Is Burning." Through July 3. Times and prices vary.
Pink Pony Club rose tasting at Maxwell Park
It's hot out. You need a new light, refreshing pink wine for the summer. For less than you'd spend on a bottomless brunch, you can try 25 roses and orange wines at Maxwell Park's walk-around tasting, where five experts will answer your pressing questions -- and even sell you discounted bottles to go. The 1:30 p.m. tasting has sold out, so you might not want to wait too long to buy tickets for the early tasting. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $35.
Spring Street Fair in College Park
The city of College Park closes 51st Street to make room for vendors, music and family activities during its spring fair. Kids can visit a fairy garden for story time, face painting, arts and craft activities, and a petting zoo with "unicorns." Adults can take plant care or painting classes sponsored by local businesses, watch cooking classes led by College Park chefs, and listen to live music. More than 30 local artisans set up booths in the street market. 1 to 4 p.m. Free.
Pub and the People 10th anniversary
The Pub and the People marks 10 years in Bloomingdale (or is it Eckington?) with a party featuring $10 beer-and-a-shot combos, glasses of sparkling wine and Tito's mules, as well as a "wheel of chance" for some just-for-fun gambling. 3 p.m. Free.
Mezzanine Record Fair at the Line Hotel
Browse vinyl from vendors like Sonidos, Bum Rush 45 and Vinyl Meltdown while listening to Karim the DJ, Magnus Andretti and Judo the Emperor spin at the Line Hotel. Die-hard collectors can purchase a ticket for $15 if they'd like to browse the crates an hour before everyone else -- that price includes a drink as well as 1 p.m. admission -- but entry is free for everyone else. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
Amyl and the Sniffers at Fillmore Silver Spring
Australian pub rockers Amyl and the Sniffers take their band name from slang for amyl nitrite poppers, comparing their raunchy punk attack to the drug: a quick and nasty high with a headache hangover. The list of bands that vocalist Amy Taylor and company have opened for is a who's who of rock legends, but it feels right to experience the band in a sweaty club. 8 p.m. Verified resale tickets available.
Chasten Buttigieg and Kara Swisher at Union Stage
Almost five years after his best-selling memoir "I Have Something to Tell You," Chasten Buttigieg is about to release a children's book, "Papa's Coming Home," about a family being reunited when Papa returns from a business trip. Buttigieg joins reporter and podcast host Kara Swisher to discuss the book -- and probably much more -- at Union Stage. This is a seated event, and each ticket includes a copy of the book. 7 p.m. $36.
Pride Pils Launch Party at Crush
Since 2017, DC Brau has provided the official beer of Capital Pride: Pride Pils, which is both a refreshing beverage to drink while watching the parade and a fundraiser for LGBTQ+ youth organization SMYAL and the Blade Foundation. This year, says founder Brandon Skall, DC Brau has "passed the torch" to Red Bear Brewing, D.C.'s first LGBTQ-owned brewery, which took control of the beer and donations. The new label honors D.C. civil rights icon Frank Kameny, who was fired from his government job in 1957 for being gay and appealed his firing in federal courts. He later founded the Mattachine Society of Washington and led protests for gay rights outside the White House. Get a first taste of the Pils -- and check out the "Gay Is Good" merchandise -- at a release party on Kameny's 100th birthday. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Lamb Jam at Union Market
Come for the lamb, stay for the jam. Lamb Jam is a live tasting event, touring cities across the United States. For the price of a ticket, which is less than dinner at some D.C. restaurants, you can savor eight "lamb bites" from chefs across the city, including lamb sausage panuzzo courtesy of Centrolina and cumin lamb skewers from Tiger Fork. (The full menu and list of participants are on the website.) Also featured at the event at the Autoshop at Union Market are beverages like cocktails and wine and craft beer from Other Half Brewing. 6 to 9 p.m. $60.
Spring Night Market at Union Market
Hi-Lawn's Spring Night Market takes over two floors at Union Market -- both the Dock 5 event space and the expansive rooftop bar -- and fills them with pop-up food stalls from restaurants like Chiko and Love, Makoto; sake bars; shops from local artists and makers; lion dancers; kung fu demonstrations; and DJs and dancing. Tickets are required, though admission is first-come, first-served, and a portion of proceeds benefits the D.C. Chinatown Revitalization Project. 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. $5; food and drink purchased a la carte.
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'Friendship': Tim Robinson and Paul Rudd poke fun at men who bond
In this haphazard but frequently amusing comedy, the cult sketch artist Tim Robinson plays a suburban dad who develops a near-fatal man crush.
By Ann Hornaday | 2025-05-15

Tim Robinson, left, and Paul Rudd in "Friendship." (Spencer Pazer/A24)


Tim Robinson, who has become a cult comedic star with his show "I Think You Should Leave," possesses the hulking, humorously awkward physicality of a socially inappropriate goofball who's just big enough to be dangerous. In "Friendship," his breakout feature turn, Robinson plays Craig Waterman, a good-natured lummox living in a dreary Nowheresville called Clovis, USA -- which could easily be a stand-in for suburban Detroit, where Robinson grew up. Craig works for a generic tech company called Universal Digital Innovations, where they create addictive apps for corporations and political candidates.
Craig lives in his own hyper-screened, self-satisfied world, even when he's in the cramped split-level house he shares with Tami (Kate Mara), a recent cancer survivor who runs a flower-arranging business out of their dining room, and their teenage son Stevie (Jack Dylan Grazer). Tami worries about her disease recurring and whether she'll ever orgasm again; at a cancer support group, Craig blithely shares that "everything is awesome" and that he's "orgasming just fine."
In other words, Craig exists in a goldfish bowl brimming with blissful oblivion: That's not privilege or entitlement he's swimming in, it's just water. But Craig's complacency will get a considerable sloshing when he meets Austin (Paul Rudd), who has just moved in down the street. Taking a page from the observational humor of the late Lynn Shelton, with nods toward the Apatovian School of Modern Male Anxiety and the cringe comedy of Larry David, "Friendship" chronicles the morphology of a middle-aged man crush, from its besotted onset of beers, boxing and a brotastic version of "My Boo" to its ignominious flameout. There's a thin line between the campy antics of "I Love You, Man" and the far darker malignancy at the heart of "The Cable Guy": "Friendship" lives in that liminal space, mining its queasiest, quirkiest nuances for absurdist laughs and less comfortable squirms.

At center, Kate Mara and Tim Robinson in "Friendship." (A24)


Written and directed by Andrew DeYoung, making his feature debut, "Friendship" possesses the ungainly pacing and structure of one of Robinson's sketches extended beyond its comfort level: When a character takes a (very funny) hallucinogenic trip, the set piece feels of a piece with the choppy dream logic of a movie in which time and space are flattened, and characters pop up out of nowhere. (I'm still not sure the audience was properly introduced to Austin's wife, played by Meredith Garretson in a thankless role.) For every scene that feels daring and boldly spontaneous, another feels on-the-nose or falls oddly flat.
Rudd brings his reliable commit-to-the-bit resolve to a role for which he's supremely well-suited, and he brings his own history: It turns out that Austin is a local TV weatherman, giving "Friendship" the vibe of "Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy" fanfic. (Which, when you think about it, isn't such a bad idea.) DeYoung has enlisted an able supporting cast to provide services as foils for Craig's more bizarre behavioral doglegs. But "Friendship" is clearly intended as a showcase for Robinson, whose manic focus and imposing stature -- made all the more hegemonic by an enormous parka -- lend him an air of lumbering, untethered menace: This dad bod can been weaponized. His everyman with an edge keeps the audience continually guessing. Is Craig creepy or just refreshingly unfiltered? Are we rooting for him or mentally taking out a restraining order? Is this a message from the skeptical outer reaches of the manosphere? Or a cry for help from its loneliest inner craw?
It's just that constant sense of instability that "Friendship" is going for; in the meantime, it offers a modestly sharp-eyed critique of the materialist excesses and aspirational deceits of 21st-century American life. To their credit, Robinson and DeYoung know their limits. They don't overreach or stay past their welcome, and they stick the landing with unexpected finesse. "Friendship" is primarily a movie for Robinson's hardcore fans, but, for the Tim-curious, it serves as an amusing -- if haphazard and uneven -- introduction to his distinctive sensibility. If you like your mortification with a side of unassuming Midwestern brio, you just might have a friend in Clovis, USA.
R. At AMC Georgetown 14, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema DC Bryant Street and Angelika Film Center Mosaic. Contains profanity and some drug content. 101 minutes.
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The Mormon wives' 'Secret Lives' are becoming kind of a bummer       
Season 2 of Hulu's "Secret Lives of Mormon Wives" trades the surface-level quirks of modern LDS culture for the more polarizing aspects -- with mixed results.
By Ashley Fetters Maloy | 2025-05-15

Whitney Leavitt in Hulu's "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives." (Fred Hayes/Disney)


The amber waves of hair extensions have gotten more expensive. The strip lashes have gotten more sophisticatedly natural-looking. Even the husbands' hair-care regimens have gotten a conspicuous upgrade. Hulu's Mormon wives are back and got a glow-up -- but their secret lives have gotten bogged down.
"The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives," whose sophomore season debuted Thursday, disarmed many of its skeptics when the reality show premiered last fall. A loosely defined clique of Mormon "momfluencers" rose to fame in 2022 when its queen bee, Taylor Frankie Paul, caused a scandal (and a global social media sensation) by admitting she and other members had engaged in "soft swinging." The moms' manager had pitched the group's adventures as a reality series even before the scandal; after it, a deal followed in short order.
Despite its, let's say, indelicate origins, the show charmed audiences with its lighthearted, sometimes baffling glimpses inside the daily lives of Utah's Latter-day Saints population. A pair of back-to-back episodes, for example, depicted a happy hour-style "soda party" where a mixologist served up bespoke soft drinks because Mormons famously don't imbibe -- then went on to casually reveal that several of the titular wives routinely get Botox together just to get high on nitrous oxide laughing gas, and that two of the women have jointly done ketamine therapy.
In its second season, "Secret Lives" engages with the women's religion in a different, and frankly less fun, way. Mormonism showed up in the first season mostly in the form of amusing cultural quirks (Garment high jinks! Daily 44-oz. soda monstrosities!), but in this outing, the traditions and stipulations of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints drive only the season's heaviest and most unsettling plotlines.
In the beginning, what made the show work was its distinct alchemy of familiar and foreign: It offered standard reality-TV content (rich ladies squabbling about relatively low-stakes drama) with a Utah twist (the drama involved who was and wasn't invited to a traditional LDS baby blessing, for example, and who was judging who for sipping from a forbidden flask of liquor that appeared at a party). Well, that and the promise of more details about the soft-core sex scandal that inspired it.

Mayci Neeley, left, and Taylor Frankie Paul in "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives." (Fred Hayes/Disney)


Season 2 isn't without benign, quirky insights into modern LDS culture (as the friends go to a haunted house, we learn that "Mormons love Halloween!," and that in terms of family planning, "Three is the new six in Utah!") or satisfying continuations of wacky first-season plotlines. There's more ketamine therapy, this time on camera, and a satisfying scene in which Jen Affleck and her husband hash out once and for all -- for themselves as well as the tabloids -- whether he is or isn't actually related to Ben Affleck.
But in the three episodes released to the media ahead of the premiere, much of the aforementioned low-stakes squabbling is the kind you might see on any reality show, about anyone, religious or not. Factions form and re-form over snubs and perceived judgment; catty pranks implausibly described as "just a joke" are played with disastrous results. There are multiple confrontations about who's lying to whom (and about who's lying about what she did in an Italian villa on a crossover episode with another reality series). Did Jen lie to her friends about her husband having a gambling problem or is she lying to her husband about having revealed it? Is second-season newcomer (and returning MomToker) Miranda lying about the extent of her participation in the "soft swinging" debacle? Is Taylor's partner, Dakota Mortensen, lying to her about everything, or just a few things? It's striking how infrequently they question what God might think about any of it.
What really works against the second season of "Mormon Wives," however, is that its plotlines have begun to butt up against issues with which modern Mormons grapple -- issues that tend to alarm much of the secular public. As Washington Post columnist Monica Hesse wisely noted last year, these women's careers as stay-at-home mom influencers -- professional "tradwives" -- make them, ironically, the breadwinners in their households. By a lot. But in Season 2, they struggle to be taken seriously in their own families and marriages, and the women find themselves bucking against the rigid gender roles ingrained in and enforced by the church.

From left, Miranda McWhorter, Whitney Leavitt, Layla Taylor and Mikayla Matthews  in "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives." (Natalie Cass/Disney)


Mikayla Matthews, for example, a member of MomTok, goes to therapy for the first time to confront years of childhood sexual abuse, her reports of which she says her mother dismissed. "Growing up, I think we all kind of inherited the trait of, you push everything under the rug," Matthews says. "You don't talk about it until it gets to the boiling point."
Paul, the central figure in both the show and the swinging scandal, vows repeatedly to end things with Mortensen, her partner and the father of her youngest child, if she finds out he's lied to her. Paul's parents, however, side with Mortensen after it becomes clear that he has. Paul's dad seems more offended that his daughter had premarital sex than the fact that her long-term partner keeps lying to her about his involvements with other women early in their relationship. Her mother scolds only Paul for her faltering relationship and encourages her to patch things up with Mortensen for the sake of their child. "Keep trying," her mother advises, and reminds her that in the LDS church, family preservation has to be prioritized above all else.
Affleck, similarly, finds herself in the cognitively dissonant position of trying to dutifully "submit" to her often-controlling husband -- who's a medical student and thus technically a dependent. She finds her desire for autonomy at odds with her religion: "Within the Mormon Church it's very expected for the women to be submissive to their husbands," she explains. "But for me, whether this helps me become a stronger member of the church or maybe turn away from the church, I think in order for this marriage to work, we have to be equals."

From left, Taylor Frankie Paul, Mayci Neeley and Jessi Ngatikaura in "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives." (Disney)


As the Afflecks struggle to decide whether their marriage can move forward on these new terms, Jen discovers she's pregnant. "I should be happy looking at this but I'm not," she sobs as she holds a pregnancy test -- and in saying so, breaks a cardinal rule of the hyper-natalist Mormon religion. In a confessional, she admits: "I am stressed out of my mind with the thought of me being pregnant. ... The last thing we need is another baby."
On a more thoughtful series, these developments might provide rich opportunities for exploration and storytelling. On "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives," though, they invite a quick grimace and a "yikes" before the cameras cut to yet another party where the guest list conveniently includes every pair of cast members who currently have beefs. The religious themes are there, and the petty reality-TV drama is there -- but like the giant Swig soda mocktails that make frequent appearances on-screen, the elements are better when shaken up into a fizzy, frothy mix.
The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives is available for streaming on Hulu with all 10 episodes.
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In 'Murderbot' and 'Overcompensating,' hunks with something to hide
Alexander Skarsgard plays a self-hacking cyborg in "Murderbot," while Benito Skinner plays a closeted athlete in "Overcompensating." 
By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-05-15

Alexander Skarsgard as Murderbot in "Murderbot." (Apple TV+)


It's surely a coincidence that two summer comedies featuring conflicted avatars of conventional masculinity are airing the same week -- and that both protagonists spend their respective seasons trying to hide who they really are. But it's a fun coincidence, akin to when competing studios put out two versions of the same blockbuster around the same time ("A Bug's Life" and "Antz," "Armageddon" and "Deep Impact").
Okay, I might be overstating the resemblances. "Murderbot," Chris and Paul Weitz's tongue-in-cheek sci-fi thriller about a corporate android that manages to override the "governor module" that makes him obey and protect humans, doesn't share much DNA, plotwise, with Benito Skinner's comedy about a closeted jock going to college.
But both summer comedies do feature very good-looking men -- Alexander Skarsgard and Skinner -- who bring a lot of sad-eyed beauty to characters working to shake externally imposed standards as they figure out what they really like and want. Both are on journeys of self-discovery. And both initially reject the communities that are trying to welcome them.
In the Weitz brothers' adaptation of Martha Wells's Murderbot Diaries, Skarsgard plays a sentient but grumpy "security unit" whose function was to assess and neutralize threats -- as defined by whoever leased him -- until he learned how to override a piece of programming known as "governor mode." The Apple TV+ series opens with voice-over of this secretly liberated cyborg, who goes by "Sec Unit" but privately baptized himself "Murderbot," expressing his loathing for humans as he pretends to be unresponsive to people torturing and burning him.
So far, that feels like standard-issue sci-fi drama stuff. But Murderbot's main activity since finding freedom has been downloading and watching thousands of hours of television. He's particularly fond of a cheesy-looking Star Trek-type show featuring John Cho, Clark Gregg, DeWanda Wise and Jack McBrayer called "The Rise and Fall of Sanctuary Moon." He routinely reviews clips of the show when seeking guidance on how to understand (or manipulate) human behavior.

Alexander Skarsgard, left, as Murderbot and David Dastmalchian as Gurathin in "Murderbot." (Steve Wilkie/Apple TV+)


The show really gets going when Murderbot -- who is cheaper to lease, being an older, refurbished model -- gets hired by an egalitarian "working group" headed by Mensah (Noma Dumezweni), a benevolent, Jean-Luc Picard-like leader who refuses to treat him like equipment. The group includes Pin-Lee (Sabrina Wu) and Arada (Tattiawna Jones), a married couple contemplating becoming a throuple with Ratthi (Akshay Khanna), a scientist. Rounding out the group are Bharadwaj (Tamara Podemski), a researcher with some experience as a healer, and Gurathin (David Dastmalchian), an "augmented" human who sees Murderbot as a threat.
The details of how the "sec units" were created are as fuzzy as the world-building on "Murderbot" is light. (For example, despite presenting as faceless armored robots, they're built to have human faces and bodies underneath. It's far from clear why.) Basically, some large, unsavory corporate entity rents them out for purposes such as savage crowd control, standard security and spying on exploratory missions. But it doesn't matter. Everything, including whatever research Mensah's group is undertaking, feels like a placeholder.
That's because "Murderbot" isn't about space or science or even humanity. It's about Murderbot, the TV-loving narrator, whose voice-over provides most of the suspense. Sure, the universe is dangerous and corrupt. But, structurally, this is more like a sitcom in which Murderbot, who claims to have cast off the programming that forces him to serve humans, repeatedly chooses -- with some 'tude -- to sacrifice himself on their behalf. The main thing distinguishing this show from "Sanctuary Moon" is the production value. ("Murderbot" boasts some nice special effects.) It's a decidedly silly show, but one in which Skarsgard, who so brilliantly plays sociopathic men, portrays a disdainful but soft-eyed killing machine with a lot of anxious "humanity."

Benito Skinner, left, as Benny and Wally Baram, center, as Carmen in Prime Video's "Overcompensating." (Jackie Brown/Prime Video)


"Overcompensating" also puts some lighthearted spin on a conventionally serious genre by packaging a coming-out story as a comedy instead of a drama. Skinner, who wrote and produced this frank semiautobiographical series, delivers a comprehensive survey of all the ethically murky reasons a modern-day high school football star from Idaho might resist identifying as gay -- even when he goes to college, where there's technically more acceptance.
Skinner plays Benny, a freshman at "Yates University" who looks like a (straight) winner in every way that matters. His parents (Connie Britton and Kyle MacLachlan, both in top form) idolize him, to the dismay of his older sister, Grace (Mary Beth Barone, Skinner's longtime comedy partner). Benny is handsome, charming and self-deprecating, the kind of guy who gets elected homecoming king partly because he didn't campaign for it. He has figured out how to secure the approval and adulation of his whole community -- in particular, the fraternity of bona fide dudes.
"Overcompensating" starts with Benny moving into his dorm at Yates. His window for reinvention is constrained by his sister, who goes there, too. Grace's boyfriend, Peter (Adam DiMarco), a wiry, wild-eyed mix of James Franco and Andrew Tate, counsels him on how to quickly establish an alpha identity on campus. The first step: Have sex on your first night there.
Benny tries to do just that with Carmen (Wally Baram), a fellow freshman with whom he bonds during a cringey orientation session. Carmen's story is the opposite of Benny's; she was a "nobody" in high school whose parents barely registered her existence after her (far more popular) brother died. She's alone and sad, but also bright, resilient and game to craft an identity and become someone in this new chapter. She's drawn to Benny even after their sexual chemistry falters. It's a testament to Baram's chops as an actor and comedian that she holds her own against Skinner and Barone; by the end of the season, she emerges as a full co-protagonist.

From left, Kyle MacLachlan as John, Benito Skinner as Benny and Connie Britton as Kathryn in "Overcompensating." (Prime Video)


"Overcompensating" nicely captures the larval grabbiness of this stage of adulthood, and the specific ways Gen Z uses each other to craft a public image and a private identity. The show is an equal-opportunity satire (Holmes plays Hailee, Carmen's boy-crazy, wild-partying roommate) stacked with great performers (including Charli XCX, who has a memorable cameo). But it's especially good (and unflinching) at capturing the viciously rambunctious camaraderie that "locker-room talk" promotes. DiMarco is a standout as Peter, a figure whose toxic ideas about success and masculinity could easily have made him a convenient but uninteresting villain. The show is smarter than that. If it's honest about Peter's flaws, it's also honest about his appeal. And about Gen Z post-feminism, and about why Benny might be reluctant to leave the fold he worked so long (and masked so hard) to penetrate.
"Overcompensating" begins with the premise that homophobia isn't the only thing keeping Benny in the closet. Love can be as powerful a trap as hate. As Skinner told People, the show investigates "this idea of performative masculinity and doing that in order to be loved and receive applause, and for safety." Acceptance by the world's most predatory and powerful demographic is hard to give up.
Murderbot premieres with two episodes May 16 on Apple TV+, with subsequent episodes airing weekly. All eight episodes of Overcompensating is available for streaming on Prime Video.
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Cassie testifies on Kid Cudi relationship and alleged violence during Diddy trial
During testimony in Sean "Diddy" Combs's sex-trafficking trial, Cassie Ventura shared details about Combs's alleged abuse and her relationship with rapper Kid Cudi.
By Anne Branigin, Janay Kingsberry, Shayna Jacobs | 2025-05-15

Cassie Ventura, Sean "Diddy" Combs and French Montana attend the afterparty for the premiere of "The Perfect Match" on March 7, 2016 -- just days after Combs allegedly assaulted Ventura at the InterContinental hotel in Los Angeles, the singer testified. (Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- Star witness Casandra "Cassie" Ventura continued bombshell testimony in her former partner Sean "Diddy" Combs's sex-trafficking trial on Wednesday, revealing more details about the music mogul's alleged abuse with accusations of rape, arson and blackmail.
During the singer's second day of testimony at the Daniel Patrick Moynihan U.S. Courthouse in Manhattan, Ventura shared the $20 million settlement amount she received in her explosive 2023 lawsuit against Combs.
Ventura said her litigation against Combs is over and that she is testifying against him "to do the right thing."
Jurors were also shown explicit photos of freak-offs -- the drug- and sex-fueled parties at the center of the prosecution's case against Combs, who is charged with five criminal counts of racketeering conspiracy, sex trafficking and transportation to engage in prostitution. He has pleaded not guilty to all charges and faces 15 years to life in prison if convicted on all counts.
Ahead of the defense team's plans to cross-examine Ventura on Thursday, here's what we learned during her second day of testimony:
On the stand, Ventura was asked to describe Combs's alleged rape of her, which she said took place at her home in 2018 after they had broken up.
Earlier that day, the singer said she and Combs had a pleasant lunch together, describing their conversation as "closure," since she had begun a relationship with Alex Fine, who is now her husband. Later, when the two returned to Ventura's home, she says that Combs raped her.
The incident was first mentioned in the 35-page lawsuit Ventura brought against Combs in November 2023. During Wednesday's testimony, she revealed that the lawsuit was settled for $20 million. She added that she had been writing a book about her experiences when he paid her.
"I wanted to be compensated for the time and the pain and the many, many years of having to try to fix my life," Ventura said. It is unclear if the terms of her settlement barred her from releasing a book.
Prosecution showed Ventura an image of "Mia," an alleged victim who will be testifying under a pseudonym, and asked the singer if she recognized her. Ventura said she did.
In the prosecution's opening statements on Monday, Assistant U.S. Attorney Emily Johnson referred to Mia as a former Combs employee who was sexually assaulted multiple times by Combs. Johnson also described a girlfriend of Combs's using the pseudonym "Jane," who began dating Combs in 2020.
Johnson alleged that Combs also forced Jane to perform in freak-offs, videotaping the events and then blackmailing her with the videos. They were still in a relationship as recently as last year, Johnson added.
Ventura said she felt "trapped" on a commercial flight home to New York from the Cannes film festival -- the year was unclear from testimony -- as Sean Combs played freak-off videos for her on the plane and threatened to release them.
Ventura described being terrified of the embarrassment that would ensue if he leaked those videos. "I didn't want to feel scared anymore," she said. "He could put these videos out and ruin everything." The footage, Ventura added, would "make me out to be somebody that I'm not in an unfair way."
After their flight landed, they had dinner in New York. That same night, they had another freak-off.

Damage is seen after an altercation by Sean "Diddy" Combs against his ex-girlfriend Casandra "Cassie" Ventura on March 5, 2016, in a photograph taken in the hallway of a Los Angeles hotel that was entered as evidence in Combs's sex-trafficking trial. (Department of Justice/via REUTERS)


Combs's defense attorneys are expected to argue that Ventura and Combs had a mutually toxic relationship and that she was also violent toward him. Prosecutors asked Ventura to volunteer some of these episodes before she is cross-examined.
Ventura testified that she once became enraged when she learned a woman took a photo of her while she was drunk at a birthday party in a bar. She found the woman at her car, she said, "pulled her out and ... I was punching her in the head."
When asked by the government if she ever initiated a physical fight with Combs, Ventura said yes.
In one such incident, Ventura said she punched Combs in the face as hard as she could as they were riding in a Cadillac Escalade in Los Angeles. Afterward, she said Combs's "whole demeanor" changed. "His eyes went black" and he attacked her, she alleged. Later, she said her face was "just knots and bleeding. Swollen everything."
Ventura said she had an "ongoing, off-and-on addiction to opiates," which she used to "come down" from the drugs she had taken earlier during freak-offs. "Opiates made me feel numb, which is why I relied on them so heavily," Ventura said.
Ventura testified that Combs would procure drugs like Vicodin, oxycodone and Percocet for her, sometimes using his employees to fill prescriptions. She would take opiates with or without him present, she said, until at one point she was using them daily. Ventura said she went to rehab in 2020.
While on the stand, Ventura was asked about her previous relationship with rapper Kid Cudi, whose legal name is Scott Mescudi. The singer said she dated him for a brief period in 2011 during a break in her on-and-off relationship with Combs. According to her testimony, the producer found out about the pair after going through her phone during a freak-off in Los Angeles and lunged at her with a wine bottle opener.
Upon arriving to her family's home in Connecticut for the Christmas holidays that year, pictures were taken, showing bruises on her buttocks and upper right thigh -- the result of a previous visit to Combs's home to try to "resolve" the Mescudi issue, she said. Ventura said she told her mom about Combs's physical violence -- but not the freak-offs. She said she "couldn't hurt her like that ... I was also just terrified. It's not normal."
Ventura also discussed an alleged arson incident that she claimed Combs orchestrated against Mescudi. Her settled lawsuit accused Combs of threatening to blow up the rapper's car during Paris Fashion Week in 2012. Around that time, Mescudi's car exploded in his driveway, her lawsuit claimed. A spokeswoman for Mescudi told The New York Times, "This is all true."
Kingsberry reported from Washington.
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Diddy trial recap: Cassie Ventura's testimony in Sean Combs's sex-trafficking case
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial and high-profile case continues on Day 3 as Cassie Ventura testifies on alleged abuse, freak-offs and Kid Cudi.
By Anne Branigin, Shayna Jacobs, Janay Kingsberry, Samantha Chery, Carla Spartos, Avi Selk | 2025-05-14
Star witness Casandra "Cassie" Ventura returned to the stand Wednesday in the federal criminal trial of her former boyfriend, the massively influential music producer Sean "Diddy" Combs, who faces 15 years to life in prison if convicted. Prosecutors allege Combs used drugs, violence and his power in the industry -- he ran Bad Boy Records and was synonymous with the A-list party scene -- to sexually abuse Ventura and others. Combs, 55, has pleaded not guilty to all criminal counts of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution.
Ventura testified for hours on Tuesday, sometimes crying as she told a jury Combs seduced her when she was a young R&B artist, then quashed her career and used her as his sexual puppet throughout her 20s. She described performing weekly in humiliating "freak-off" parties -- essentially private porn shoots in which she said Combs directed her to have sex with male escorts for hours or days. She also described being beaten by Combs in a hotel hallway in 2016, an attack captured on security footage aired by CNN last year.
She testified for another full day Wednesday, and was questioned by prosecutors about some of the most serious accusations she made in her 2023 lawsuit against Combs, including that he forced his way into her home and raped her when she tried to leave him in 2018. Ventura also revealed Combs paid her $20 million to settle the lawsuit a day after she filed it. She will face cross-examination Thursday from Combs's attorneys, who have suggested they will try to portray Ventura as a jealous and violent girlfriend in a consensual, if unorthodox, sexual relationship.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-05-14

"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore" is on view at the Irene and Richard Frary Gallery through Sept. 6. (Vivian Doering)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Six exhibitions are on view through Sunday: "Transit: AU Master of Fine Arts Thesis Exhibition," "Alone, Together: Viewpoints from the Corcoran Legacy Collection," "Looking for Mushrooms: Bruce and Jean Conner in Mexico, 1961-62," "Monumental Washington," "#SerbiaInRealLife" and "Fred Folsom: Women Smoking and Last Call." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"LGBTJews in the Federal City," Friday through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM
"Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"A Tale of Two Houses," through Saturday. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence.
"Intrinsic Beauty: Celebrating the Art of Textiles," through June 14. The museum celebrates its 100-year anniversary with a showcase of its collection's masterworks. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN
"Setting Sail: The Story of Sea Cloud," through June 15. Photographs, models, paintings and more tell the story of the sailing yacht built by Marjorie Merriweather Post and husband E.F. Hutton in the early 20th century. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY
"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
*MIDDLE EAST INSTITUTE ART GALLERY
"Maximal Miniatures," through May 23. A showcase of 13 contemporary Iranian artists reimagining Persian miniature painting. 1763 N St. NW. mei.edu/art-gallery
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005.
"C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON
Four exhibitions are on view through May 25: "Milan Warner: Where Growths Sleep But Cannot Dream," "Brandon Morse: Gradually, All at Once," "Joshua Challen Ice: Something to Do With My Hands" and "A Passage of Force Through Matter: Current Painting." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org.
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee.
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through June 30. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Elizabeth Catlett: A Black Revolutionary Artist," through July 6. More 150 works from the D.C.-born sculptor and graphic artist capture the injustices she witnessed living in the United States and Mexico.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," Sunday through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"In Slavery's Wake," through June 8. This immersive exhibition uses hundreds of objects, images and multimedia elements to explore the impacts of colonialism and slavery, as well as the legacies of Black freedom makers.
"Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Timeless Mucha: The Magic of Line," through Sunday. More than 100 works from Czech painter and decorative artist Alphonse Mucha track his creative evolution.
"Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," Saturday through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"We Gather at the Edge: Contemporary Quilts by Black Women Artists," through June 22. A collection of 35 quilts examines Black history and culture through textile traditions.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM
"American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Max will become HBO Max (again)
Warner Bros. announced Wednesday that it will be rebranding Max, the app formerly known as HBO Max, into, uh, HBO Max.
By Herb Scribner | 2025-05-14

Casey Bloys, chairman and CEO of HBO and Max content, speaks onstage in 2023. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


Max, the app formerly known as HBO Max, is getting a new name this summer: HBO Max.
Sound familiar? It should. HBO Max was the original name for the streaming service when it launched in May 2020. In May 2023, HBO Max became, well, Max, with new streaming tier prices and a promise of more content.
Warner Bros. Discovery announced Wednesday that HBO would be added back into the app's title sometime this summer because of its longtime reputation, and because it represents the company's ... "willingness to keep boldly iterating its strategy and approach."
"Today, we are bringing back HBO, the brand that represents the highest quality in media, to further accelerate that growth in the years ahead," David Zaslav, president and CEO of Warner Bros. Discovery, said in a news release Wednesday.
Casey Bloys, chairman and CEO of HBO and Max content, said the HBO Max name "far better represents our current consumer proposition" and "clearly states our implicit promise to deliver content that is recognized as unique and, to steal a line we always said at HBO, worth paying for."
The Max app's X page responded to the news by tweaking its bio section to read: "These rebrands are trying to murder me."
The change comes roughly a month after Warner Bros. Discovery launched a new Max logo with a black background and silvery-white text. The previous version had white text on a purple background. No news on whether there will be an even newer logo, though the press release included an image of silver HBO lettering over a black background -- similar to the Max app.
Streaming services aren't immune from undergoing branding changes. On May 7, Netflix announced plans to redesign its front page with a sleek new navigation style and a central hub personalized for each user. In March 2024, Disney+ shifted its colors from blue to teal (as a way to represent Hulu's content joining Disney's platform).
Some tweaks have caused confusion, though. In December 2023, Paramount Global rebranded the linear channel Showtime into "Paramount Plus With Showtime" -- the same name as one of the company's streaming package bundles previously offered for subscribers.
The timeline of the HBO apps is confusing, too. HBO Go was the original streaming service for HBO cable subscribers that launched in 2010, before HBO Now debuted in 2015 and allowed non-cable subscribers to stream the company's content. Both platforms eventually folded into HBO Max, which then became Max, which is now ... well, you get it.
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'Andor' star Diego Luna, showrunner Tony Gilroy on that final devastating twist
The Star Wars series "Andor" expanded what we know about the rebellion -- and ended on a note that was both tragic and hopeful.
By Herb Scribner | 2025-05-15

Adria Arjona as Bix Caleen, center. (Lucasfilm Ltd.)


This article contains spoilers for "Andor."
The ending of "Andor" was, in many ways, always prewritten. The show was a prequel to the Star Wars spin-off film "Rogue One" -- but that didn't stop the critically adored series from adding a gut-punching yet hopeful twist with its final scene, one that may reshape how fans will watch and understand Star Wars.
The final three episodes of "Andor" went live on Tuesday night. The drama explored the ground level of the Star Wars universe by following Cassian Andor (Diego Luna), a pilot who ultimately becomes a dissident leader who helps deliver the plans to destroy the Death Star in 2016's "Rogue One," at the cost of his own life. The second season continued the show's depiction of the grinding indignities of life under an authoritarian regime and how it can catalyze a revolution. The rebellion of George Lucas's original trilogy coheres in "Andor" -- a rebellion in which not everyone makes it. That's why we get a two-episode send-off to Luthen Rael (Stellan Skarsgard) and Kleya Marki (Elizabeth Dulau), two foundational opponents of the Galactic Empire who never appear beyond "Andor."
Another such character is Cassian's ex-girlfriend Bix Caleen (Adria Arjona), still struggling after the torture she experienced in the first season. She overcomes her demons and joins the fight -- but eventually steps away, explaining that Cassian must become a leader of the rebellion alone.
We don't see her again until the final scene of the show, a year later in the show's timeline -- only this time she's holding a baby, staring off toward the sun-filled horizon.
For Tony Gilroy, "Andor's" showrunner, the final scene not only helped explain why Bix left Cassian earlier in the season, but it also offered a glimmer of hope for what was otherwise a show with a lot of dark fates.
"We're making such a big ask in this show to have you go through such a deep, complicated experience with these characters and their endurance and their sacrifices and the cost of their courage and the costs of their betrayals," Gilroy told The Washington Post in an April interview. "It was absolutely essential to me to have something hopeful at the end."
"Cassian's sacrifice is that more devastating, the child he'll never see," Gilroy said.

Diego Luna as Cassian Andor. (Lucasfilm Ltd.)


Going into "Andor," Star Wars fans knew that Cassian's story ends grimly in "Rogue One," when he and Jyn Erso (Felicity Jones) are wiped out by the Death Star (after heroically transferring the battle station's schematics to Princess Leia).
"Now we know what that sacrifice means," Luna told The Post of Cassian's sacrifice. "We have images as the audience of what he's talking about, what he's leaving behind, what life he had there waiting for him if his decision was different or the moment was different."
"Andor" has long told viewers that Star Wars is not only about the dashing heroes who pew-pew their way to golden medallions and wartime victories. It's also about the ones we don't see -- the characters like Luthen, who sleuth and connive and betray to build a resistance and gain information that will hopefully give the opposition a fighting chance, Gilroy said.
And it's also about those like Bix, who are still out there, left to ponder what happened to the fighters who never came back, while holding onto the legacy of what came before.
The final scene, Gilroy says, underscores that idea. "More than anything, I wanted to just make sure there was a light, a candle in the window, for all the people in our show who, when the history of the revolution gets written, won't be spoken about, forgotten, essential," he said. "It had to be hopeful at the end."
"I mean, if hope goes out, then where are you?"
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Trump tosses previous taboos in reorientation of Mideast foreign policy 
The day began with pomp in the Saudi capital and ended in Qatar after the U.S. leader was greeted with camels and sped to what he said was a "perfecto" marble palace.
By Michael Birnbaum, Matt Viser | 2025-05-14

President Donald Trump shakes hands with Syria's interim president, Ahmed al-Sharaa, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Wednesday. (Bandar Aljaloud/Saudi Royal Palace/AP)


DOHA, Qatar -- President Donald Trump on Wednesday met with Syria's new leader. He asked Qatari mediators to help broker peace with Iran. And he once again declared he would be a "FOOL" not to take Qatar's offer of a luxury jumbo jet for his use. It was a day-long flurry that laid plain how the U.S. leader is reorienting Washington's role in the world in a far more transactional direction, one based more on quick wins than sweeping declarations of grand strategies.
The day began with pomp in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, and ended in neighboring Qatar after the U.S. leader was greeted with camels and sped to what he said was a "perfecto" marble palace. Along the way, Trump continued to rewrite the U.S. approach to the region as he met with Ahmed al-Sharaa, a former rebel leader once affiliated with al-Qaeda who has sought to project a more moderate image since capturing Damascus in December.
It was the latest instance of Trump's pragmatic, try-everything approach to foreign policy. It has led to a blitz of efforts, including freeing the last U.S. hostage held by Hamas, declaring a desire to reverse nearly 50 years of simmering tension with Iran and contemplating Qatar's offer of a $400 million luxury Boeing 747, in the service of addressing Trump's frustration with the aging Air Force One.
Many initiatives have uncertain prospects of success, and the potential free jet has unsettled even some of Trump's most ardent supporters, who have questioned whether a foreign power is buying its way into the president's heart in the form of luxury.
Trump hammered back in defense of the 747 idea on Wednesday, saying in a Truth Social post that Qatar wants to "reward us for a job well done" and that "only a FOOL would not accept this gift on behalf of our country."
Trump's transactional approach to the presidency has neatly matched that of the monarchs in the Persian Gulf region, who recognize that Trump is happiest when they are doing deals with him, whether business or security or gifted 747s. Qatar on Wednesday inked a deal to buy what Trump touted as 160 Boeing jets -- there was some uncertainty about the number -- as the U.S. leader bragged, "That's a record."
"All the Gulfies like dealing with Trump," said Hussein Ibish, a senior resident scholar at the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington. "It's easy to understand where he's coming from. It's a patriarchal structure. He's the big guy, and everything centers around him. ... That's how they move, too."

President Donald Trump meets with Qatar's Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, in Doha, Qatar, on May 14. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


Monarchs in the gulf region "do not distinguish between their personal interests and national interests," Ibish said.
Trump's stops on this trip -- from Saudi Arabia to Qatar to the United Arab Emirates -- line up neatly as countries where his sons have signed business deals in recent weeks on behalf of the Trump Organization, the family business, and World Liberty Financial, a cryptocurrency firm started in September that was co-founded by Trump's sons and Zach Witkoff, one of the sons of Trump's Middle East envoy, Steve Witkoff.
The White House says that Trump is taking a financial hit from being president and that he no longer has any involvement in his family businesses.
But Qatar may be at the forefront in using its largesse to turn around its status with Trump. For much of his first term, Saudi Arabia led a de facto regional blockade against Qatar, isolating the country economically over its relationship with Iran, its past support for the Muslim Brotherhood and its funding for the Al Jazeera news network, whose reporting has at times upset neighboring governments.
Back then, Trump largely sympathized with Qatar's opponents, though his administration worked to end the tensions and used Doha as a mediator in talks with Afghanistan's Taliban rebels. The blockade ended in January 2021, shortly before Trump left office. Since then, Qatari leaders have doubled down on their efforts to be indispensable regional mediators, hosting talks between Hamas and Israel, and between Russia and Ukraine, among others.
Trump has been ready to move at greater speed on foreign policy in his second term. Freed from the pressures of reelection, and from the nay-saying of advisers who sometimes curbed his impulses the first time around, the U.S. leader is far more open to trying unorthodox policies -- such as imposing crippling tariffs on many U.S. allies, then spinning around and dialing them back after bond markets rebelled.
He also has been open to mixing official work with actions that boost his family's business interests, including the Trump meme coin and a Melania Trump documentary for which Amazon has paid $40 million.
In the case of Syria, Trump's approach was welcome relief to proponents of a fresh strategy toward Damascus. They had pushed to end sanctions that they said were needlessly damaging a country beginning to shake off 14 years of civil war.

Syrians in Homs celebrate Tuesday after President Donald Trump announced plans during his visit to Saudi Arabia to ease sanctions on Syria. (Omar Albam/AP)


The meeting with Sharaa went "great," Trump told reporters on Air Force One during the hour-long flight from Saudi Arabia to Qatar. Sharaa is a "young, attractive guy," Trump said. "Tough guy. Strong past. Very strong past. Fighter."
Sharaa has "a real shot at holding it together," Trump said. "He's a real leader. He led the charge, and he's amazing."
In a meeting of leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council in Riyadh on Wednesday, Trump noted that his announcement the previous evening that he would reverse sanctions on Syria drew an ovation and the largest applause of the night.
"I've seen such progress," Trump said of the region. "The whole world is watching the Middle East."
Wednesday's meeting with Sharaa stretched more than half an hour, according to the White House. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman hosted, and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan dialed in via speakerphone. The sanctions on Syria that Trump ended Tuesday were intended to squeeze the regime of Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad, who ruled the country with an iron grip for decades before he was ousted in December.
The sanctions had been left in place because of Washington's uncertainty about Sharaa's intentions and to push him to remake Syria inclusively. But advocates of a policy change said they were sending the wrong message to Damascus and depriving the new leader of the oxygen he needed to air out society. Trump ultimately sided with them.
Trump also handed Iran a choice, warning that he would not allow the country to develop a nuclear weapon but also declaring a startling openness to reshaping relations with Tehran if it makes a deal.
"I hope you can help me with the Iran situation," Trump said Wednesday at an opulent state dinner with Qatari leaders. "You want to do something that's going to save maybe millions of lives. Because things like that get started and they get out of control."
Trump's approach has unsettled leaders who have a more ideological approach to global affairs, including Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Israel sees Iran as a mortal enemy, and in Gaza, the country has often prioritized bombing Hamas into submission rather than engaging diplomatically to free the remaining hostages held by the Palestinian militant group.
The Trump administration went over Netanyahu's head and worked directly with Hamas to secure this week's release of the final American hostage, Edan Alexander. But Trump on Wednesday said that Israel should not be worried.
"This is good for Israel, having a relationship like I have with these countries, Middle Eastern countries, essentially all of them," he said.
As with the Saudis, the Qataris also rolled out a lavish ceremony for Trump's arrival, with an honor guard of dozens singing songs, some of them mounted on white horses, some on black horses, others dancing with swords raised. There were also camels.
"I haven't seen camels like that in a long time. And it was some greeting. We appreciate it very much," Trump said upon arriving at the Amiri Diwan, the administrative offices of Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.
Trump marveled at the soaring architecture around him.
"The job you've done is second to none. You look at this, it's so beautiful," he said. "As a construction person, I'm seeing perfect marble. This is what they call perfecto."

President Donald Trump greets guests with Qatari Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani before a state dinner at Lusail Palace on Wednesday. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


At a state dinner at Lusail Palace, Trump and the emir stood in a receiving line for nearly an hour. Drums and singing could be heard from outside, and the smell of incense filled the room inside. A massive chandelier was suspended over them.
A parade of officials came to shake hands, including Chris Ruddy, the founder of Newsmax; Antonio Gracias, one of Elon Musk's closest friends; and media personality Piers Morgan.
Musk arrived more than 30 minutes late, doing a chat and cut to get toward the front of the line. Stephen Schwarzman, the CEO of Blackstone, also appeared, as did Gianni Infantino, the president of FIFA, which brought the World Cup to Qatar in 2022 and awarded it to the United States for 2026.
The Qatari leader had done his homework to appeal to Trump: talking up his massive investments in the United States, mentioning the U.S. trade surplus with Qatar and saying Qatar likes to "drill, baby drill" -- a Trump campaign slogan.
"I'm so grateful for the trade deficit we have with you, because the surplus swings in your favor," Tamim said.
"It's just a perfect evening," Trump said.
Earlier Wednesday, a Bahraini governmental 747-400 was parked at the Riyadh airport on Wednesday near the royal terminal. It sported the partly extended second floor of that model series, which was slightly larger than the familiar, baby-blue-and-white Air Force One that idled in a different corner of the airport before Trump's departure. But Bahrain's 747-400 is not as big as the longer and larger-capacity 747-8 that the Qatari government wants to gift Trump.
Abigail Hauslohner in Washington contributed to this report.
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