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        LONDON --- A British court on Thursday paved the way for a government deal on returning the remote Chagos Islands to Mauritius, lifting a temporary ban which had forced an 11th-hour halt to an accord being signed.
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        The Supreme Patriarch has ordered transparent finances at Buddhist temples across Thailand, as police found billions of baht passing through the accounts of a woman allegedly receiving money from the former abbot of a well-known temple in Nakhon Pathom over the past years.
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        The Supreme Administrative Court has ordered fugitive former prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra to pay 10 billion baht in compensation for the losses incurred by her administration's rice-pledging scheme more than a decade ago.
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                                LONDON -- A British court on Thursday paved the way for a government deal on returning the remote Chagos Islands to Mauritius, lifting a temporary ban which had forced an 11th-hour halt to an accord being signed.
The agreement would see Britain hand back the Indian Ocean archipelago to its former colony and pay to lease a key US-UK military base on Diego Garcia, the largest island.

Labour Prime Minister Keir Starmer had been been due to conclude the agreement in a virtual signing ceremony with Mauritian representatives earlier on Thursday.

But in a last minute pre-dawn court hearing, two Chagossian women won a temporary injunction from London's High Court on the deal's progress, in an embarrassing turn of events for Starmer whose government has faced huge criticism over the plan.

After a hearing at 10.30am (0930GMT), Judge Martin Chamberlain lifted the injunction, saying there was a "very strong case" that the UK national interest and public interest would be "prejudiced" by extending the ban.

He said any further challenges would have to be heard by the Court of Appeal.

A government spokesman said "we welcome the judge's ruling today".

But the opposition Conservatives have slammed the government's Chagos Island deal as "British sovereign territory being given away" in a "bad deal" for the United Kingdom.

Earlier, the two Chagossian women, Bernadette Dugasse and Bertrice Pompe applied for the injunction after a leaked newspaper report late on Wednesday indicated the government planned to unveil the deal.

As around 50 protesters gathered outside the court, the two women's lawyer, Philip Rule, alleged the government was acting "unlawfully" and argued there was "significant risk" that Thursday could be last opportunity for the court had to hear the case.

But Starmer has said that international legal rulings have put Britain's ownership of the Chagos in doubt and only a deal with Mauritius can guarantee that the base remains functional.

The base on Diego Garcia is leased to the United States and has become one of its key military facilities in the Asia-Pacific region, including being used as a hub for long-range bombers and ships during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

'Sellout' claims

"The deal is the right thing to protect the British people and our national security," a government spokesperson told Agence France-Presse (AFP) ahead of the ruling.

The opposition Conservatives, however, described the deal as a "sellout for British interests".

"You're seeing British sovereign territory being given away to an ally of China, and billions of pounds of British taxpayers' money being spent for the privilege," said senior Tory politician Robert Jenrick.

"This was always a bad deal," he added.

Britain kept control of the Chagos Islands after Mauritius gained independence in the 1960s.

But it evicted thousands of Chagos islanders who have since mounted a series of legal claims for compensation in British courts.

In 2019, the International Court of Justice recommended that Britain hand the archipelago to Mauritius after decades of legal battles.

The deal would give Britain a 99-year lease of the base, with the option to extend.

The UK government has not said how much the lease will cost, but has not denied reports that it would be PS90 million (US$111 million) a year.

Mauritian Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam has said his country would pursue its fight for full sovereignty over the islands if Washington refused to support the return.
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                                BILBAO -- Manchester United Plc shares are set for their steepest drop in more than eight months after the football club lost an all-or-nothing Europa League final against English rival Tottenham Hotspur.
The stock fell 7.1% in New York premarket trading following the 1-0 loss to Spurs in Bilbao, Spain on Wednesday. The defeat means United misses out on a place in next season's Uefa (Union of European Football Associations) Champions League and a share of a EU2.5 billion (US$2.8 billion) prize pot.

The loss caps a poor year for United, which is heading for its lowest English league finish in 50 years. In a rare occurrence, two of the worst-performing teams in Europe's top domestic leagues faced off in the final, with Brennan Johnson's 42nd-minute goal ending Tottenham's 17-year wait for a trophy.

United's share price has already fallen 16% since the current football season began versus an 8% decline for the Pele Index -- a benchmark from Aegon Asset Management that tracks the performance of 18 publicly-listed football clubs including United, Juventus Football Club SpA and Benfica SAD.

Given its poor domestic league form, United will now play no European football next season. That will likely also affect ticketing revenue, commercial agreements and the club's ability to attract new players.

[image: Tottenham Hotspur's Son Heung-min lifts the trophy with teammates after winning the Europa League Final. (Photo: Reuters)]
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                                GAZA CITY -- The Israeli army issued an evacuation warning on Thursday for 14 neighbourhoods of northern Gaza, as it pressed a renewed offensive that has drawn international condemnation.
The warning came hours after the United Nations (UN) said it had collected and begun distributing around 90 truckloads of aid in Gaza, the first such delivery since Israel imposed a total blockade on the territory on March 2.

Under global pressure for an end to the blockade and the violence, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he was open to a "temporary ceasefire" in Gaza, but reaffirmed the military aimed to bring the entire territory under its control.

In an Arabic-language statement on Thursday, the military said it was "operating with intense force" in 14 areas in the northern Gaza Strip, accusing "terrorist organisations" of operating there.

The army issued a similar warning for northern Gaza on Wednesday evening in what the army said was a response to rocket fire.

It later announced three more launches from northern Gaza, but said the projectiles had fallen inside the Palestinian territory.

After Israel announced it would allow in limited aid, the United Nations "collected around 90 truckloads of goods from the Kerem Shalom crossing and dispatched them into Gaza", said Stephane Dujarric, spokesman for UN chief Antonio Guterres.

In Gaza, the Hamas government media office reported the arrival of 87 aid trucks, which it said were allocated to international and local organisations to meet "urgent humanitarian needs".

Netanyahu said it was necessary to "avoid a humanitarian crisis in order to preserve our freedom of operational action" in Gaza.

Palestinians have been scrambling for basic supplies, with Israel's blockade leading to critical food and medicine shortages.

Israel has meanwhile kept up its bombardment, with Gaza's civil defence agency reporting at least 19 people had been killed in Israeli attacks on Thursday.

Umm Talal al-Masri, 53, a displaced Palestinian in Gaza City, described the situation as "unbearable".

"No one is distributing anything to us. Everyone is waiting for aid, but we haven't received anything," she said.

"We barely manage to prepare one meal a day."

UN agencies have said that the amount of aid entering Gaza falls far short of what is required to ease the crisis.

"I am tormented for my children," Hossam Abu Aida, another resident of the Gaza Strip, told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

"For them, I fear hunger and disease more than I do Israeli bombardment," the 38-year-old added.

'Complex reality'

The army stepped up its offensive at the weekend, vowing to defeat Gaza's Hamas rulers, whose October 2023 attack on Israel triggered the war.

Israel has faced mounting pressure, including from traditional allies, to halt its expanded offensive and allow aid into Gaza.

European Union (EU) foreign ministers agreed on Tuesday to review the bloc's cooperation accord with Israel.

Israel's foreign ministry has said the EU action "reflects a total misunderstanding of the complex reality Israel is facing".

Sweden said it would press the 27-nation bloc to impose sanctions on Israeli ministers, while Britain suspended free-trade negotiations with Israel and summoned the Israeli ambassador.

Hamas's 2023 attack resulted in the deaths of 1,218 people in Israel, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally based on official figures.

Militants also took 251 hostages, 57 of whom remain in Gaza including 34 the military says are dead.

There has been a global spike in anti-Semitic attacks since Hamas's attack, with a gunman shouting "free Palestine" as he shot dead two Israeli embassy staffers outside a Jewish museum in Washington.

Britain, France, Germany, the United States and other countries around the world all condemned the shooting.

Netanyahu said Wednesday Israel would be ready "if there is an option for a temporary ceasefire to free hostages", noting that at least 20 held by Hamas and its allies were still believed to be alive.

Gaza's health ministry said Thursday at least 3,613 people have been killed since Israel resumed strikes on March 18, taking the war's overall toll to 53,762, mostly civilians.
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                                Thailand's tourism industry is preparing to welcome 500 Chinese travel agents and media members at the end of this month, hoping to revive a market that has plunged 32% compared with a year ago.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) plans to monitor the impact of the giant familiarisation trip for one month to see if the market shows signs of avoiding the worst-case prediction of just 5 million Chinese arrivals this year -- down 25% from 6.7 million in 2024.

The the sluggish Chinese market has caused short-haul tourist arrivals to Thailand to decline 9% year-on-year, said Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, TAT deputy governor for international marketing in Asia and South Pacific.

She attributed the decline to concerns over tourism safety in Thailand, global economic uncertainty and increasing competition from other Asian destinations.

Vietnam welcomed a record 6 million foreign tourists in the first quarter of 2025, a 29.6% increase from a year ago, with Chinese arrivals up by 78%, the Vietnam Economic Times reported recently. 

In an effort to lift the Chinese market, the TAT is hosting "Sawasdee Nihao", inviting more than 300 Chinese travel agents and 200 media representatives to survey tourism attractions from May 29-31.

Ms Pattaraanong said the private sector, including the Association of Thai Travel Agents, hotels and airlines are joining the marketing event.

She said some Chinese travel agents had booked an additional 100 seats using their own funds in order to allow their employees to join the event.

The business activities will start with with a trade meeting, where 500 Thai tourism sellers will be able to discuss business deals directly with Chinese agents, followed by the opening ceremony chaired by the prime minister, the tourism minister and China's ambassador to Thailand.

Travel agents will also be invited to explore attractions in Rayong, Pattaya and Bangkok, while the media will be divided into groups to follow five routes in Bangkok, Ayutthaya, Rayong, Nakhon Pathom and Pattaya.

Ms Pattaraanong said the event should boost the awareness of Thai tourism, reaching an audience of 350 million people, while 5,000 business deals should be finalised from the trade forum.

Subsidies, chartered flights

The campaign could complement other tourism stimulus campaigns that the government is preparing, such as subsidies for online travel agents, and plans to incentivise chartered flights from Chinese second-tier cities.

Last month, a wholesale tour company from China with over 500 agents in its network surveyed attractions in Thailand, demonstrating demand for the sale of tour packages.

Its five offices in China are also holding separate promotions to target different tourism groups in each city.

Ms Pattaraanong said these campaigns should help drive the growth of the Chinese market growth to between 6.9 million and 8 million arrivals, significantly higher than the estimated 5 million in the worst-case scenario.

According to the TAT, Chinese spending averaged 5,300 baht per day, with a length of stay of 5-6 days per trip.

The short-haul market should account for 70% of total foreign tourists this year, generating around 61% of overall revenue.

Ms Pattaraanong said the agency categorises short-haul markets into four groups, reflecting their situation. The group containing markets that are contracting the most comprises China, Hong Kong, Vietnam and South Korea.

The markets that remain unchanged comprise Malaysia and Taiwan, whose situations are fluctuating. However, there are still opportunities for demand to be boosted in these markets, such as through additional flights and the promotion of tourism by train and car via the border in the case of Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Japan is seen as a market with positive growth, which the TAT wants to target by trying to attract more young Japanese people to Thailand.

The final group comprises the Philippines, India and Australia, which have already recorded growth of 32%, 16% and 16%, respectively.
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									Irish rappers deny Hezbollah support after terror charge

									Kneecap members say 'carnival of distraction' seeks to avoid discussing real issues
								

								BELFAST - The Irish rappers Kneecap on Thursday denied supporting a proscribed group and vowed to defend themselves after a singer was charged with a "terror" offence for allegedly displaying a Hezbollah flag at a London concert.
								The Iran-backed Lebanese force Hezbollah and the Palestinian militant group Hamas are banned in the UK and it is an offence to support them.

"We deny this 'offence' and will vehemently defend ourselves. This is political policing. This is a carnival of distraction," the band said on X.

Liam O'Hanna, 27, known by his stage name Mo Chara, was charged late on Wednesday with showing support for a proscribed group during a performance on Nov 21.

Daring provocateurs to their fans, dangerous extremists to their detractors, the Belfast group rap in the Irish language as well as English.

They have courted controversy since they were formed in 2017.

Last year the group was catapulted to international fame by a semi-fictionalised film, partly in Irish, partly in English, that won multiple awards including at the prestigious Sundance festival.

The movie, which is laced with music, drugs and biting satire, also made shortlists for Oscar nominations in the best international feature film and best original song categories.

London's Metropolitan Police said officers from its Counter Terrorism Command launched an investigation after a video of the London event in November surfaced online last month.

In its statement, Kneecap attacked the "establishment" for trying to focus attention elsewhere while the population of Gaza suffered, and accused Israel of committing genocide.

"We are not the story. Genocide is. As they profit from genocide, they use an 'anti-terror law' against us for displaying a flag thrown on stage."

The charge follows growing scrutiny of Kneecap's performances after footage circulated online showing political statements made by the band on stage.

One video appeared to show a band member shouting: "Up Hamas, up Hezbollah."

Confrontational style

The band, known for its confrontational style and Irish nationalist, pro-Palestinian and anti-Israel messaging, has denied supporting violence or banned groups.

In April they debuted at the Coachella music festival in California, which band member DJ Provai said was another "milestone" for the group, whose signature look is wearing balaclavas.

They said they had been surprised by the success of the film.

But Mo Chara told AFP in April: "It's an international story of languages being oppressed, because obviously the first protocol for colonialism is to eradicate the language and the culture."

Another video under investigation by London police appears to show the band urging an audience to kill British Conservative MPs.

Kneecap later issued an apology to the families of Labour Party MP Jo Cox, who was killed in 2016, and Conservative lawmaker David Amess, who was killed in 2021.

The rows have turned attention on concert promoters, with a slew of European and US dates lined up for the group this summer.

The trio were also scheduled to perform at a festival in London on Friday. It was not immediately clear if that concert would go ahead.

Several of their gigs have already been cancelled, including three in Germany and one in the UK, while the British government has urged the Glastonbury festival organisers to "think carefully" about the band's planned appearance there next month.

Kneecap's manager Dan Lambert said there was a coordinated campaign to target Kneecap for their outspoken views on Israel's offensive on Gaza.

Israel has repeatedly denied charges of genocide in the occupied Palestinian territory.

Prominent British musicians and groups including Paul Weller, Massive Attack, Brian Eno, Pulp and Primal Scream have also defended Kneecap and signed a letter denouncing a "concerted attempt to censor and de-platform Kneecap".
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                                MANILA - The Philippine fisheries bureau said the lives of a civilian crew were put at risk when the Chinese Coast Guard fired water cannons and sideswiped one of its vessels while it conducted marine research around a disputed reef in the South China Sea.
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources condemned what it said was the "aggressive interference" of the Chinese Coast Guard against the Datu Sanday and a second ship in Wednesday's incident, saying its vessels had not previously been subjected to water cannon in the area.

The China Coast Guard said it took control measures against the two Philippine vessels that had "illegally intruded" into waters near Subi Reef and Sandy Cay.

One of the vessels also "dangerously" approached and collided with a Chinese coast guard ship, spokesperson Liu Dejun said in Beijing, adding that responsibility "lies entirely" with the Philippine side.

Sandy Cay is close to Thitu Island, the largest and most strategically important of the nine features the Philippines occupies in the Spratly archipelago, where China, Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam also have a presence.

Last month, China said its coast guard had landed on Sandy Cay as part of operations to exercise its sovereignty. The Philippines has denied Beijing has seized control of the disputed reef.

China claims sovereignty over nearly all the South China Sea, including areas claimed by Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam.

A 2016 ruling of an international arbitral tribunal found Beijing's sweeping claims had no basis under international law, a decision China rejects.
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                Retroactive cuts for some solar and wind projects alarm investors and raise default risk
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                                HANOI -- Vietnam's state power utility has cut the previously agreed subsidised prices it pays for electricity from some solar and wind farms, which now risk defaulting on their debts with banks, according to an investors' petition seen by Reuters.
The document, dated May 16 and sent to Vietnam's top authorities, follows a first letter in which most of the same signatories warned of billions of dollars of investment were at risk because of retroactive changes to subsidies announced by Vietnamese authorities even as they target a massive expansion of renewables capacity.

Starting with January invoices, a subsidiary of the state power utility EVN "unilaterally withheld a portion of its payments by applying a provisional tariff of its own proposal", the document said.

"This has caused us to breach commitments to banks and both local and international lenders, face the risk of default under pressure of monthly debt repayments, and suffer cash shortages," it added.

Among the 16 foreign signatories are the private equity fund Dragon Capital, the Vietnamese subsidiary of Philippines' energy group ACEN, and investors from Thailand, Portugal, the Netherlands, South Korea, Singapore and China. Investors in dozens of other Vietnamese projects also signed the letter.

In recent years, the country has experienced a boom in renewable energy investments driven by generous feed-in tariffs (FiTs), under which the state committed to buying electricity for 20 years at above-market prices, effectively subsidising producers.

However, amid allegations of abuses in accessing the FiTs and increasing losses for EVN from the subsidy programme, authorities have proceeded to freeze or cut some subsidies.

EVN had no immediate comment on the second petition but it has told Reuters in recent weeks that preferential prices could not be continued for projects that violated regulations.

It did not specify whether rules were changed retroactively and which projects were in breach of regulations.
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                                The Supreme Patriarch has ordered transparent finances at Buddhist temples across Thailand, as police found billions of baht passing through the accounts of a woman allegedly receiving money from the former abbot of a well-known temple in Nakhon Pathom over the past years.
Booncherd Kittitrangkul, deputy director-general of the National Office of Buddhism (NOB), said on Thursday that the Supreme Patriarch had instructed the office to work out solutions relating to the scandal, and the office had also discussed the issue with the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand.

According to Mr Booncherd, the council resolved to work with relevant government organisations and experts to set regulations on the management of temples' assets, which will be imposed on temples nationwide.

The council also decided that accounting at temples must meet legal and good governance standards and be accountable. The council will promote electronic channels for accounting and donations at temples.

In addition, the NOB will set up new divisions for temple affairs, legal issues and Supreme Patriarch police to thoroughly supervise the management of assets at temples, Mr Booncherd said.

This move by the Supreme Patriarch followed a scandal at Wat Rai Khing in Samphran district, Nakhon Pathom. The 70-year-old abbot, Yaem Inkrungkao, earlier known as Phra Thamma Wachiranuwat, was disrobed for alleged embezzlement. The case involved Aranyawan Wangthapan, a 28-year-old woman who used to live nearby.

Police initially estimated the embezzlement at about 300 million baht and believed the former abbot had spent it on online gambling, as the woman was suspected of representing gambling websites.

In the latest development, detectives have found transactions worth about 2 billion baht linked to her bank accounts, with evidence indicating that she spent money from Mr Yaem on gambling.

Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), said at a press conference on Thursday that officers examined 51 bank accounts of the temple and its foundations, 21 accounts of the former abbot and 12 accounts of Ms Aranyawan.

Since 2016, there were transactions worth about 2 billion baht through her accounts, the deputy commissioner said.

He said the woman received money directly from the ex-abbot and indirectly through his associates.

During the press conference, police played an audio clip of conversations between the former abbot and the woman. The clip indicated that the woman demanded 2 million baht from him to repay her gambling debt. Data from his phone did not show that he gambled.

Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat said Ms Aranyawan had lived near Wat Rai Khing since her childhood and also studied at Wat Rai Khing School.

When she entered secondary education, she participated in voluntary activities at the temple and met the then abbot, who promised to help her whenever needed.

She first borrowed about 60,000 baht from him, and over time, their relationship developed, including sexual phone exchanges.

"Since then, money started to flow out of the temple's accounts," Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat said.

Their conversations about financial support began in 2020 and continued until late last year when the former abbot criticised her gambling habits. Mr Yaem told her that the temple was running out of money, and he had no one to else to borrow from, according to the CIB official.

[image: Police bring Aranyawan Wangthapan to a detention facility on May 17. (Photo supplied)]
Police take Aranyawan Wangthapan to a detention facility on May 17, 2025. (Photo supplied)
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                                The Supreme Administrative Court has ordered fugitive former prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra to pay 10 billion baht in compensation for the losses incurred by her administration's rice-pledging scheme more than a decade ago.
The ruling, issued on Thursday in Bangkok, upheld the points raised by the Ministry of Finance in its appeal against a lower-court decision. However, it reduced the compensation to less than one-third of the 35.7 billion baht the ministry had sought.

The court found that the pledging scheme, which aimed to boost farmers' incomes by buying rice at above-market prices, resulted in massive financial losses and distorted the rice market.

It said it based its figure on 50% of the damages of 20.06 billion baht attributable to government-to-government rice sales, or 10.03 billion baht.

The Central Administrative Court ruled in 2021 that the finance ministry's compensation order was not legal because the corruption in the rice programme -- which included verification of farmers' eligibility, illegal use of foreign rice, substandard storage and fake G-to-G sales -- happened at the operational level.

The lower court said the ministry admitted there was no clear evidence proving that Yingluck had been directly responsible for damage caused by the scheme.

It also said that Yingluck, in her capacity as prime minister, was involved only in the memorandum of understanding signing to initiate G-to-G rice deals, but she had no role in the rice sales themselves.

Its ruling was in response to Yingluck's petition against the compensation order. The original 35.7-billion-baht figure was considered to be 20% of the total damage from the rice-pledging programme.

In its appeal, the ministry said the Central Administrative Court ruling contradicted an earlier ruling by the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positions, which found Yingluck guilty of mishandling the rice subsidy scheme.

Yingluck, who fled Thailand in 2017 before the Supreme Court sentenced her to 5 years in prison, has consistently denied wrongdoing. Her legal team argued that the rice policy was well-intentioned and that she was not directly responsible for operational failures.

While Thursday's court ruling is final, the specifics of how the damages will be paid to the government are not clear. After Yingluck fled the country, some of her assets were seized, including her house in Nawamin Soi 111 in Bangkok. However, it has not been put up for sale.
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                  Russian high on cannabis jumps to death in Pattaya                

                              

                                CHON BURI - A 27-year-old Russian tourist fell to his death from the ninth floor of a condominium in the Jomtien area after allegedly experiencing hallucinations brought on by cannabis use.
Police were alerted to the incident on Wednesday by security staff at the condominium, said Pol Lt Kriangkrai Kaewpipop, a sub-inspector from Dongtan sub-branch of the Pattaya police station.

The body of the man, identified only as Mikhail, was found on the ground with fatal injuries. Authorities covered the body with a white sheet pending forensic examination.

A search of the man's room revealed cannabis and smoking paraphernalia, but no signs of forced entry, theft or violence.

A security guard at the condo told police that the man had shown signs of paranoia and distress shortly before his death. He was reportedly shouting incoherently about being chased by a ghost and was seen running up and down the building in a frenzied state.

Residents reported seeing the man fall from the ninth floor and immediately notified security personnel, who called police.

Police believe the man might have suffered a psychotic episode triggered by cannabis use and jumped from the building. His body has been sent for an autopsy to determine the exact cause of death.
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                  Army of Chinese travel agents en route to Thailand                

                Tourism industry staging huge familiarisation trip to revive flagging market
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                                Thailand's tourism industry is preparing to welcome 500 Chinese travel agents and media members at the end of this month, hoping to revive a market that has plunged 32% compared with a year ago.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) plans to monitor the impact of the giant familiarisation trip for one month to see if the market shows signs of avoiding the worst-case prediction of just 5 million Chinese arrivals this year -- down 25% from 6.7 million in 2024.

The the sluggish Chinese market has caused short-haul tourist arrivals to Thailand to decline 9% year-on-year, said Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, TAT deputy governor for international marketing in Asia and South Pacific.

She attributed the decline to concerns over tourism safety in Thailand, global economic uncertainty and increasing competition from other Asian destinations.

Vietnam welcomed a record 6 million foreign tourists in the first quarter of 2025, a 29.6% increase from a year ago, with Chinese arrivals up by 78%, the Vietnam Economic Times reported recently. 

In an effort to lift the Chinese market, the TAT is hosting "Sawasdee Nihao", inviting more than 300 Chinese travel agents and 200 media representatives to survey tourism attractions from May 29-31.

Ms Pattaraanong said the private sector, including the Association of Thai Travel Agents, hotels and airlines are joining the marketing event.

She said some Chinese travel agents had booked an additional 100 seats using their own funds in order to allow their employees to join the event.

The business activities will start with with a trade meeting, where 500 Thai tourism sellers will be able to discuss business deals directly with Chinese agents, followed by the opening ceremony chaired by the prime minister, the tourism minister and China's ambassador to Thailand.

Travel agents will also be invited to explore attractions in Rayong, Pattaya and Bangkok, while the media will be divided into groups to follow five routes in Bangkok, Ayutthaya, Rayong, Nakhon Pathom and Pattaya.

Ms Pattaraanong said the event should boost the awareness of Thai tourism, reaching an audience of 350 million people, while 5,000 business deals should be finalised from the trade forum.

Subsidies, chartered flights

The campaign could complement other tourism stimulus campaigns that the government is preparing, such as subsidies for online travel agents, and plans to incentivise chartered flights from Chinese second-tier cities.

Last month, a wholesale tour company from China with over 500 agents in its network surveyed attractions in Thailand, demonstrating demand for the sale of tour packages.

Its five offices in China are also holding separate promotions to target different tourism groups in each city.

Ms Pattaraanong said these campaigns should help drive the growth of the Chinese market growth to between 6.9 million and 8 million arrivals, significantly higher than the estimated 5 million in the worst-case scenario.

According to the TAT, Chinese spending averaged 5,300 baht per day, with a length of stay of 5-6 days per trip.

The short-haul market should account for 70% of total foreign tourists this year, generating around 61% of overall revenue.

Ms Pattaraanong said the agency categorises short-haul markets into four groups, reflecting their situation. The group containing markets that are contracting the most comprises China, Hong Kong, Vietnam and South Korea.

The markets that remain unchanged comprise Malaysia and Taiwan, whose situations are fluctuating. However, there are still opportunities for demand to be boosted in these markets, such as through additional flights and the promotion of tourism by train and car via the border in the case of Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Japan is seen as a market with positive growth, which the TAT wants to target by trying to attract more young Japanese people to Thailand.

The final group comprises the Philippines, India and Australia, which have already recorded growth of 32%, 16% and 16%, respectively.
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                  Supreme Patriarch orders transparency in temple finances                
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                                The Supreme Patriarch has ordered transparent finances at Buddhist temples across Thailand, as police found billions of baht passing through the accounts of a woman allegedly receiving money from the former abbot of a well-known temple in Nakhon Pathom over the past years.
Booncherd Kittitrangkul, deputy director-general of the National Office of Buddhism (NOB), said on Thursday that the Supreme Patriarch had instructed the office to work out solutions relating to the scandal, and the office had also discussed the issue with the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand.

According to Mr Booncherd, the council resolved to work with relevant government organisations and experts to set regulations on the management of temples' assets, which will be imposed on temples nationwide.

The council also decided that accounting at temples must meet legal and good governance standards and be accountable. The council will promote electronic channels for accounting and donations at temples.

In addition, the NOB will set up new divisions for temple affairs, legal issues and Supreme Patriarch police to thoroughly supervise the management of assets at temples, Mr Booncherd said.

This move by the Supreme Patriarch followed a scandal at Wat Rai Khing in Samphran district, Nakhon Pathom. The 70-year-old abbot, Yaem Inkrungkao, earlier known as Phra Thamma Wachiranuwat, was disrobed for alleged embezzlement. The case involved Aranyawan Wangthapan, a 28-year-old woman who used to live nearby.

Police initially estimated the embezzlement at about 300 million baht and believed the former abbot had spent it on online gambling, as the woman was suspected of representing gambling websites.

In the latest development, detectives have found transactions worth about 2 billion baht linked to her bank accounts, with evidence indicating that she spent money from Mr Yaem on gambling.

Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), said at a press conference on Thursday that officers examined 51 bank accounts of the temple and its foundations, 21 accounts of the former abbot and 12 accounts of Ms Aranyawan.

Since 2016, there were transactions worth about 2 billion baht through her accounts, the deputy commissioner said.

He said the woman received money directly from the ex-abbot and indirectly through his associates.

During the press conference, police played an audio clip of conversations between the former abbot and the woman. The clip indicated that the woman demanded 2 million baht from him to repay her gambling debt. Data from his phone did not show that he gambled.

Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat said Ms Aranyawan had lived near Wat Rai Khing since her childhood and also studied at Wat Rai Khing School.

When she entered secondary education, she participated in voluntary activities at the temple and met the then abbot, who promised to help her whenever needed.

She first borrowed about 60,000 baht from him, and over time, their relationship developed, including sexual phone exchanges.

"Since then, money started to flow out of the temple's accounts," Pol Maj Gen Charoonkiat said.

Their conversations about financial support began in 2020 and continued until late last year when the former abbot criticised her gambling habits. Mr Yaem told her that the temple was running out of money, and he had no one to else to borrow from, according to the CIB official.

[image: Police bring Aranyawan Wangthapan to a detention facility on May 17. (Photo supplied)]
Police take Aranyawan Wangthapan to a detention facility on May 17, 2025. (Photo supplied)


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3031906/supreme-patriarch-orders-clean-finance-at-temples-after-multi-billion-baht-scandal-between-abbot-and-woman



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Ex-PM Yingluck ordered to pay B10bn for Thai rice scheme losses                

                Supreme Administrative Court overturns lower court ruling but reduces damages from B35bn
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                                The Supreme Administrative Court has ordered fugitive former prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra to pay 10 billion baht in compensation for the losses incurred by her administration's rice-pledging scheme more than a decade ago.
The ruling, issued on Thursday in Bangkok, upheld the points raised by the Ministry of Finance in its appeal against a lower-court decision. However, it reduced the compensation to less than one-third of the 35.7 billion baht the ministry had sought.

The court found that the pledging scheme, which aimed to boost farmers' incomes by buying rice at above-market prices, resulted in massive financial losses and distorted the rice market.

It said it based its figure on 50% of the damages of 20.06 billion baht attributable to government-to-government rice sales, or 10.03 billion baht.

The Central Administrative Court ruled in 2021 that the finance ministry's compensation order was not legal because the corruption in the rice programme -- which included verification of farmers' eligibility, illegal use of foreign rice, substandard storage and fake G-to-G sales -- happened at the operational level.

The lower court said the ministry admitted there was no clear evidence proving that Yingluck had been directly responsible for damage caused by the scheme.

It also said that Yingluck, in her capacity as prime minister, was involved only in the memorandum of understanding signing to initiate G-to-G rice deals, but she had no role in the rice sales themselves.

Its ruling was in response to Yingluck's petition against the compensation order. The original 35.7-billion-baht figure was considered to be 20% of the total damage from the rice-pledging programme.

In its appeal, the ministry said the Central Administrative Court ruling contradicted an earlier ruling by the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positions, which found Yingluck guilty of mishandling the rice subsidy scheme.

Yingluck, who fled Thailand in 2017 before the Supreme Court sentenced her to 5 years in prison, has consistently denied wrongdoing. Her legal team argued that the rice policy was well-intentioned and that she was not directly responsible for operational failures.

While Thursday's court ruling is final, the specifics of how the damages will be paid to the government are not clear. After Yingluck fled the country, some of her assets were seized, including her house in Nawamin Soi 111 in Bangkok. However, it has not been put up for sale.
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                  50 test positive for drugs at Chon Buri birthday party                 
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                                CHON BURI - Fifty partygoers, including some youths aged below 18, tested positive for drugs when police raided a birthday party in Bang Lamung district of this tourist province in the early hours of Thursday.
Investigators from Chon Buri provincial police and the Bang Lamung station raided a pool villa where a party was being held in tambon Nong Pla Lai at about 3am, said Pol Col Passakorn Phaijit, investigation chief at Chon Buri police office.

The raid followed a complaint from a local resident about a large gathering of young people suspected of drug use.

Upon arrival, police found more than 10 vehicles, including cars and motorcycles parked outside. Inside, dozens of young partygoers were seen drinking, dancing and allegedly consuming drugs.

The officers said 55 people -- 26 men and 29 women -- were at the party. Eleven were under 18, including two who were only 15 years old.

A search of the premises uncovered a significant quantity of narcotics, including ketamine and other substances. Drugs were found discarded or hidden in various locations, such as behind televisions and beside beds. Sachets of drug residue were also scattered across tables and floors.

During questioning, partygoers told police that the event was held to celebrate the birthday of a man identified only as Phitsanu, 21, alias "Sod Pattaya". He had rented the villa to host the party as many of his friends were under 20 and barred from entering venues where alcohol is served.

All of the partygoers were asked to undergo urine tests and 50 of them tested positive for drug use.

Those who tested positive and those who admitted to be the owners of the drugs were taken to the Bang Lamung police station for legal action.
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                  Pundits upbeat on US tariff agreement                

                Thailand stands a chance on a deal
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                                An international affairs academic and a leading economist are partially optimistic Thailand can reach an agreement with Washington over the latter's stiff reciprocal tariffs, though challenges remain as the levies have already affected the global trading system.
The US-China trade war is a "geoeconomic" conflict, pertaining to not only trade, but also technology and other non-military facets, said Thitinan Pongsudhirak, senior fellow of the Institute of Security and International Studies at Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Political Science.

"The recent agreement between the US and China to ease mutual tariffs is just one phase. There will be ups and downs, but overall the conflict is likely to intensify," he told the Bangkok Post.

Mr Thitinan said the initial US-China deal was reached because President Donald Trump is mindful of the tariff effects on American consumers who form the base of Republican Party politicians.

"But as these tariffs are priced in and American consumers become accustomed to them, the tariff storm will pick up again. Remember, this is not only the US and China -- the US has hiked tariffs against the entire global trading system," he said.

Mr Thitinan said Thailand should be able to reach a deal with the US over reciprocal tariffs, but there are many challenges.

"Thailand is already behind Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and even the Philippines and Cambodia. In Washington, Thailand is not viewed favourably because of its deportation of the Uyghurs and the arrest of American academic Paul Chambers," he said.

The US State Department announced sanctions against several Thai officials for their role in deporting 40 Uyghurs back to China on Feb 27, which drew widespread international condemnation.

Last month, the US embassy in Bangkok stated it was "alarmed" and was "closely monitoring" the arrest of Thailand-based American scholar Mr Chambers, who was charged with lese majeste and computer crimes.

Meanwhile, between Trump's two terms, the Thai trade surplus with the US has more than doubled, in part because of transshipments from China, said Mr Thitinan.

"I think it is alarming Thai leaders complacently think Thailand stands in good stead. Thailand is actually in big trouble if it cannot negotiate down the US tariffs to a similar level as our regional peers," he said.

Thai trade negotiators should address the US$45.6 billion trade imbalance and the Chinese transshipments, said Mr Thitinan.

"These are the two top priorities that will matter in Washington," he said.

"Thailand can also make a grand gesture to reaffirm the bilateral alliance by switching from Gripens to F-16s jets for arms procurement, which may garner attention in Washington."

Amonthep Chawla, chief economist at CIMB Thai Bank's Economic Centre, said a pause in the US-China trade war and a more accommodating US approach brighten the prospects for international trade.

"As a result of the China-US trade deal in Geneva, global trade is not completely paralysed, though it is not growing much," he said.

Thailand remains capable of clinching a deal with Washington by lowering its trade surplus with the US from $40 billion, said Mr Amonthep.

"Thailand exports about $60 billion to the US and imports $20 billion," he said.

"For products such as meat and soybeans, we are net importers, so Thailand should import more from the US and reduce purchases from other countries."
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                  Anti-graft group demands expanded tower collapse probe                

                Executives need to feel the heat too, says Anti-Corruption Organisation of Thailand
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                                More than 50 days after the collapse of the State Audit Office (SAO) building, the Anti-Corruption Organisation of Thailand (ACT) has demanded an expansion of the investigation to include those in positions of power who may have enabled or approved decisions leading to the tragedy.
Mana Nimitmongkol, the ACT secretary-general, said the collapse on March 28 was not only a deadly disaster that claimed about 100 lives, but also a monumental loss of public assets -- over 2 billion baht in taxpayers' money.

"Worse still, it has shattered public confidence in the safety and transparency of state construction projects," he said.

Although 17 suspects have been apprehended, Mr Mana warned the investigation must not stop at contractors or operational staff.

"The probe must extend to those who made key decisions -- budget approvers, project inspectors, and anyone who facilitated or benefited from actions that led to the collapse," he said.

"Issuing a few arrest warrants does not mean the full truth has come to light. No agencies have yet clarified how responsibilities are being divided among the Royal Thai Police, the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), Department of Public Works, and the Ministry of Industry."

The ACT has called on the prime minister to urgently appoint a government representative with full authority to coordinate with state agencies and regularly update the public with transparent findings, exposing those behind the scenes and expediting legal action.

He said the ACT also wants the government to have clear preventive measures to avoid similar disasters, audit all state construction projects, and hold those who neglect safety accountable.

The organisation also urged authorities to locate a foreign financier believed to have links to the main culprits behind the collapse of the SAO building.

Authorities like the DSI and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) should use money-laundering laws to trace those individuals' financial transactions over the past few years, while the Revenue Department should audit their tax records, it said.

"If the government continues to ignore this crisis, fails to update the public, and delays prosecuting those responsible, the ACT will work with civil society to release its findings and intensify pressure on all fronts. Silence is complicity," Mr Mana said.
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                  Veteran politician hits Bhumjaithai with poll-meddling claims                

                IN THE LIMELIGHT
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                                Veteran politician Kusumalwati Sirikomut has become the talk of the town after launching a direct attack on the Bhumjaithai Party for its alleged role in vote-rigging in last year's Senate election.
A native of Maha Sarakham, the 62-year-old is among the senatorial candidates who failed to make the final list of 200 senators in last year's three-stage election process. However, she is on the list of reserve senators.

On Tuesday, the three-time former MP petitioned the Election Commission to ask the Constitutional Court to dissolve the Bhumjaithai Party for allegedly interfering in last year's Senate election.

She implicated Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul and party secretary-general Chaichanok Chidchob in the allegations, claiming she had evidence proving Mr Anutin was the mastermind behind the poll's vote-rigging, which would warrant the party's disbandment.

Ms Kusumalwati, the daughter of former Maha Sarakham MP Sawat Sirikomut, previously served as a member of the Pheu Thai Party and later the United Nation Party (UTN). The UTN was formed to support former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha in his second bid for office.

Her last political role was as an adviser to Deputy Prime Minister Pirapan Salirathavibhaga during the Srettha Thavisin administration before she resigned from the UTN to contest the Senate election last year.

Ms Kusumalwati made her political debut in 1992 when she contested the general election under the banner of the now-defunct Samakkhitham Party but was unsuccessful. She switched to the New Aspiration Party and ran under its ticket in the 1996 polls, but again failed to win.

Her breakthrough came after she joined the Thai Rak Thai Party, the predecessor of the People's Power Party and now Pheu Thai, and won the polls under the party's banner in 2001.

With the Thai Rak Thai's popularity skyrocketing at that time, she went on to secure victory in the 2005 general election, defeating Prayuth Siripanich, a candidate of the Chart Thai Party, now renamed Chartthaipattana Party.

However, in 2007 she defected to the Pheu Paendin Party and lost a subsequent election. She returned to Pheu Thai in 2011 and won her third election. In late 2018, she quit Pheu Thai after she was asked to contest in the party list system. She wanted to retain her constituency support base, so she moved to the Pheu Chart Party, an outfit affiliated with the red-shirt movement.

In the 2019 polls, she contested in Maha Sarakham's Constituency 4 but captured only 9,744 votes, far behind Pheu Thai candidate Jirawat Siripanich, son of Mr Prayuth, who collected 43,367 votes. She decided to join the UTN in the last election in 2023 and contested in Maha Sarakham, where she again lost to Mr Jirawat.

Ms Kusumalwati's campaign against Bhumjaithai drew harsh criticism and legal threats from the party, but she stood her ground and vowed to file a defamation lawsuit against Bhumjaithai. She said she feared for her safety after she directly confronted Bhumjaithai and said she might seek protection from the Department of Special Investigation.

"I had my lawyer draft the lawsuit. There will be no negotiation. It's game on," she said.

She also expressed concern about the use of black magic against her, saying it is not a myth and that she will find ways to ward off evil.
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                  Cannabis users in Thailand 'will need medical certificates'                

                Public health minister wants to see new regulations in 40 days to curb recreational use and abuse
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                                Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin says cannabis users in Thailand will be required to have medical certificates to make sure that the plant is used for medical purposes only.
His announcement is the latest twist in a long and confusing journey towards regulating cannabis use since it was decriminalised nearly three years ago. 

"I will improve regulations on cannabis use in Thailand. For example, cannabis smokers may have to show medical certificates. Foreign and Thai cannabis users must have medical certificates," Mr Somsak said at a press conference on Wednesday in Bangkok.

"We will order government organisations to keep enforcing the law and not to allow any problems to develop," said the minister from the governing Pheu Thai Party.

The key change would require cannabis users to have a medical certificate, with prescriptions issued by licensed medical professionals, including both traditional Thai medicine practitioners and general physicians.

Mr Somsak said he wanted to see the regulation issued by the Ministry of Public Health within 40 days.

Dr Somlerk Jeungsmarn, director-general of the Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine, told the press conference that regulations should make it clear that cannabis use is for medical treatment only.

"In the future, there may have to be medical certificates to prove that users suffer from diseases such as seizures, headache, pain and insomnia," he said.

"There may be restrictions on its use, such as a permitted dosage for one month's use. If the duration of use exceeds one month, that will not be considered for medical purposes and there will be prosecution. As for punishment, I will discuss the possibility of imprisonment," he said. (Story continues below)
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Bhumjaithai flagship policy

Decriminalising cannabis has been a flagship policy of the Bhumjaithai Party, which saw the potential for creating a lucrative cannabis-based economy.

When Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul was the minister of public health in the government of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, he issued a ministerial regulation removing cannabis from the national list of narcotic drugs.

But few other regulations existed to govern cannabis usage, and a free-for-all ensued, with recreational use skyrocketing and weed shops sprouting all over the country.

Bhumjaithai proposed a law to plug the holes, but the Prayut government's term ran out before it could be debated.

The Pheu Thai government last September proposed a new bill to regulate the cannabis industry and restrict marijuana use to primarily health and medical purposes, the latest effort to rein in recreational smoking after several policy U-turns.

The bill has not yet been introduced in the House of Representatives.

Under the draft legislation, cannabis or its extracts would be allowed for medical treatment and research by state agencies besides its use in herbal, food and cosmetic products.

The bill was published by the Ministry of Public Health just days after the new administration of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra took office.

The draft bill appears to take a softer stance compared to previous government efforts to regulate the industry.

For one, it no longer contains a clause that explicitly outlaws recreational use, which was proposed in an earlier draft by the administration of former prime minister Srettha Thavisin.

But opposition from Bhumjaithai, the second-biggest party in the coalition, forced Pheu Thai to walk back on its pledge and keep the plant legal.

The draft legislation calls for licensing rules on cannabis planting, sales, exports and imports all to be tightened, with current growers, suppliers or related businesses required to have or apply for new licences or permits -- or face hefty jail terms or fines.
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                  Hospital says temple holding back                
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                                Mettapracharak Hospital says it has not received any donations or financial support from Wat Rai Khing for more than three years, despite the presence of donation boxes at the temple collecting funds for the hospital.
Investigators examining Wat Rai Khing's finances in recent days uncovered 53 bank accounts, including two opened in the name of the Mettapracharak Foundation, intended to collect money for medical equipment and support the hospital.

The hospital was founded by Phra Ubali Kunoopamajarn, a late former abbot of Wat Rai Khing, in 1989, and has been a vital healthcare provider for people living in Nakhon Pathom, said a police source. However, hospital officials told police the temple had ceased all financial support in 2021. This comes amid concerns that funds collected through donation boxes have not reached the hospital.

An initial audit showed the two foundation accounts contain just over one million baht, a modest sum given the temple's visitor numbers. Authorities are requesting full transaction histories from banks to investigate whether these funds were used appropriately or misused.

Historically, Mettapracharak Hospital regularly received funding via the foundation for scholarships, medical training, and equipment. But support declined sharply in 2021 and stopped altogether over the last three years.

In response, the hospital set up a new foundation and bank account to receive public donations directly. With approval from the temple committee, a new donation box was installed, managed solely by hospital staff. Despite this, the original donation boxes linked to the former foundation and labelled for medical equipment, remain in place, said the source.

Further investigations revealed additional accounts under the name of Phra Thamma Wachiranuwat, the former abbot now known as Yaem Inkrungkao who is in custody, and suspicious transactions plus more than one million baht. Police are interviewing witnesses and those involved but have not yet asked for any arrest warrants. They noted that temple accounting was previously transparent, but became complicated after Yaem became abbot in 2008.

There are also unconfirmed claims the former abbot received money from other monks in exchange for promotions as he also served as the governor of Ecclesiastical Region 14. This could lead to a further investigation if evidence emerges.
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                  Budget debate set as MPs prep for scrutiny                

                Equal time given to govt, opposition
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                                The government and the opposition will be allocated 20 hours each to deliberate the 3.78-trillion-baht budget bill for the 2026 fiscal year, chief government whip Wisut Chainarun said.
Following a joint government-opposition whips meeting on Wednesday, Mr Wisut said the meeting went smoothly with whips from both sides agreeing on the time allocation for the debate, which will be held on May 28-31.

"There was no conflict on the time allotment for the debate," he said.

He said that on May 28, the House will consider two bills and the drafts of two executive decrees, which will take about eight hours, after which lawmakers will begin deliberating the budget bill.

Further deliberation of the budget bill will continue until May 31, he said, adding the debate will take 40 hours with the government and opposition allotted 20 hours each, while House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha will be allocated one hour to conduct the meeting.

Mr Wisut also said the casino-entertainment complex bill will not be discussed during the budget bill debate.

Pakornwut Udompipatskul, a People's Party MP and chief opposition whip, said the House is expected to vote to accept the budget bill in its first reading by 6pm on May 31.

He said the time allocation for the debate will be enough for MPs from both the government and opposition camps to scrutinise the bill, and he believed the debate would go smoothly without much protest from fellow MPs concerning the content.

Deputy Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri said that during a cabinet meeting on May 20, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra told cabinet ministers to be ready to answer questions from lawmakers during the budget bill debate.

Cabinet ministers will be on standby to respond to questions during the debate, said Ms Manaporn, a Pheu Thai Party MP for Nakhon Phanom. She also said Bhumjaithai Party leader and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has confirmed Bhumjaithai will support the bill.

Nan Bunthida Somchai, a Bhumjaithai MP for Ubon Ratchathani and the party's spokeswoman, also assured that all 70 Bhumjaithai MPs will vote for the budget bill.

Mr Wan, meanwhile, said that the government has asked the House to convene a special session to deliberate the budget bill.

He said he instructed the deputy House Speaker, Pichet Chuangphan, to meet government and opposition MPs to discuss details of the proposed time allocation for the debate.
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                  Army of Chinese travel agents en route to Thailand                

                Tourism industry staging huge familiarisation trip to revive flagging market
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                                Thailand's tourism industry is preparing to welcome 500 Chinese travel agents and media members at the end of this month, hoping to revive a market that has plunged 32% compared with a year ago.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) plans to monitor the impact of the giant familiarisation trip for one month to see if the market shows signs of avoiding the worst-case prediction of just 5 million Chinese arrivals this year -- down 25% from 6.7 million in 2024.

The the sluggish Chinese market has caused short-haul tourist arrivals to Thailand to decline 9% year-on-year, said Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, TAT deputy governor for international marketing in Asia and South Pacific.

She attributed the decline to concerns over tourism safety in Thailand, global economic uncertainty and increasing competition from other Asian destinations.

Vietnam welcomed a record 6 million foreign tourists in the first quarter of 2025, a 29.6% increase from a year ago, with Chinese arrivals up by 78%, the Vietnam Economic Times reported recently. 

In an effort to lift the Chinese market, the TAT is hosting "Sawasdee Nihao", inviting more than 300 Chinese travel agents and 200 media representatives to survey tourism attractions from May 29-31.

Ms Pattaraanong said the private sector, including the Association of Thai Travel Agents, hotels and airlines are joining the marketing event.

She said some Chinese travel agents had booked an additional 100 seats using their own funds in order to allow their employees to join the event.

The business activities will start with with a trade meeting, where 500 Thai tourism sellers will be able to discuss business deals directly with Chinese agents, followed by the opening ceremony chaired by the prime minister, the tourism minister and China's ambassador to Thailand.

Travel agents will also be invited to explore attractions in Rayong, Pattaya and Bangkok, while the media will be divided into groups to follow five routes in Bangkok, Ayutthaya, Rayong, Nakhon Pathom and Pattaya.

Ms Pattaraanong said the event should boost the awareness of Thai tourism, reaching an audience of 350 million people, while 5,000 business deals should be finalised from the trade forum.

Subsidies, chartered flights

The campaign could complement other tourism stimulus campaigns that the government is preparing, such as subsidies for online travel agents, and plans to incentivise chartered flights from Chinese second-tier cities.

Last month, a wholesale tour company from China with over 500 agents in its network surveyed attractions in Thailand, demonstrating demand for the sale of tour packages.

Its five offices in China are also holding separate promotions to target different tourism groups in each city.

Ms Pattaraanong said these campaigns should help drive the growth of the Chinese market growth to between 6.9 million and 8 million arrivals, significantly higher than the estimated 5 million in the worst-case scenario.

According to the TAT, Chinese spending averaged 5,300 baht per day, with a length of stay of 5-6 days per trip.

The short-haul market should account for 70% of total foreign tourists this year, generating around 61% of overall revenue.

Ms Pattaraanong said the agency categorises short-haul markets into four groups, reflecting their situation. The group containing markets that are contracting the most comprises China, Hong Kong, Vietnam and South Korea.

The markets that remain unchanged comprise Malaysia and Taiwan, whose situations are fluctuating. However, there are still opportunities for demand to be boosted in these markets, such as through additional flights and the promotion of tourism by train and car via the border in the case of Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Japan is seen as a market with positive growth, which the TAT wants to target by trying to attract more young Japanese people to Thailand.

The final group comprises the Philippines, India and Australia, which have already recorded growth of 32%, 16% and 16%, respectively.
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                  Next-Gen facelift? Why experts are turning to Infinity Lift X                

                A Revolutionary Program by Dr Piya at Nida Esth' International
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Seamless Facial Lifting program with no surgery for immediate, long-lasting & natural-looking results

3 in 1 Superior Lipo+Lift+Define Jawline by Hair-sized Micro Fiber Laser

Welcome to another episode of Behind Cosmetic Surgery by Dr Piya--where your questions meet expert answers from Dr Piya Rungruxsiri, MD, a board-certified plastic surgeon and ISAP(The International  Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery) member, CEO & Co-founder of Nida Esth' International with numerous prestigious awards from Global Health Asia Pacific's and HELLO! Magazine Thailand.

Today, Dr Piya will talk about Infinity Lift X- his latest Facelift technique combining his meticulous surgical skill and advanced laser technologies with hair-sized micro-optic laser fiber to Lift Face-Lipo excess fat and define jawline with no surgery and no general anesthesia providing immediate-long lasting & natural looking results just after 1 treatment sessions. The unique single-used sterilized hair-sized micro-optic Laser fibers used in this procedure make Infinity Lift X highly safe.

For many people aged 40 and above, the idea of a surgical facelift can be scary with the fear of general anesthesia, visible scars, or that "overdone". Some may have already tried various fillers or threads, only to be left disappointed with minimal or short-lived results.

But what if there was a way to lift, sculpt, and redefine your face--without any surgery?
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Special Offer for Bangkok Post Readers!
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Website: https://slimlaserthailand.com/

Dr. Piya introduces: A New Era of Facial Lifting -- Infinity Lift X

I'm proud to introduce Infinity Lift X, a breakthrough program I personally curated for those who demand refined, natural results without going under the knife.
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This isn't just a lift. It's a precision-engineered transformation powered by a micro-optic laser fiber -- thinner than a strand of hair -- that performs three powerful actions in one seamless session:


	Lipo: Melts away unwanted facial fat that blurs your true definition

	Lift: Firms and tightens sagging skin, restoring youthful structure

	Define: Sculpts and locks in a sharper, more elegant jawline



All of this, without a single incision. No stitches. No scars. No downtime. Just visible, immediate improvement that aligns with the 2025 beauty trend I stand behind -- "Natural-looking Beauty."

By integrating EndoliftX and Forma V-Lock through my exclusive technique available only at Nida Esth' International, Infinity Lift X doesn't just deliver results -- it elevates them. You'll walk out not just looking fresher, but feeling like yourself at your absolute best.

Let your face reflect who you truly are -- elegant, youthful, and confidently defined.
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Why Infinity Lift X Stands Above the Rest

At Nida Esth', we don't just lift -- we elevate with purpose. Here's why Infinity Lift X has become the go-to solution for those seeking natural transformation without surgery:

Superior 3-in-1: Lipo + Lift + Define

One session. Three powerful actions.


	Lift - Instantly tightens sagging skin, restoring youthful contours

	Lipo - Precisely melts stubborn fat in age-prone areas like the double chin or jowls

	Define Jawline - Sculpts and secures a sharp, defined V-line with deep contour control



All of it--expertly delivered in a seamless flow, with no stitches or scars.

Seamless with Natural-Looking Results

Your friends won't know what changed--but they'll know you look incredible. Expect a naturally lifted, refined appearance that doesn't look "done."

Single Treatment with Immediate & Long-Lasting Results

You'll see the difference immediately--and the best part? The results can last up to 3 years, making it one of the most efficient lifting treatments ever designed.

Surgery Zero with Minimal or No Downtime


	No scalpels.

	No general anesthesia.

	No downtime.

	Walk in.

	Walk out.

	Glow.



Safe & Sterile. Tailored to You.

Each treatment uses a brand-new, single-use ELX Micro-Optic Laser Fiber--ultra-fine, sterile, and patient-specific. Because safety isn't optional--it's standard.

Its advantages over other lifting technologies:
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The Science Behind the Seamless Lift
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Step 1: Deep Lifting & Fat Sculpting with EndoLiftX

At the heart of the program is the ELX Micro-Optic Laser Fiber, a sterilized tool as fine as a strand of hair. Inserted into the skin under local anesthesia, it delivers 1470nm laser energy to two key zones:


	Dermis: Triggers immediate contraction of collagen and elastin, tightening the skin on contact

	Subcutaneous Fat: Bursts fat cells in targeted areas, like the jawline or cheeks, reshaping the lower face without cutting



The energy is delivered using LasemaR1500, a patented laser system from Italy that ensures precision by focusing on water (in dermis) and fat (in the subcutaneous layer)--the two key aging elements.
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Step 2: Surface Tightening with Forma V-Lock

Following the foundational lift, Forma V-Lock steps in to smooth and tighten the outer skin layers. It uses radiofrequency to stimulate collagen regeneration across areas prone to aging, like:


	Forehead and temples

	Periorbital region

	Cheeks and nasolabial folds

	Jowls and neck
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Unlike older RF devices, Forma uses auto-temperature control, delivering safe, consistent heat and a treatment experience often likened to a warm facial massage.

The Nida Esth' Signature Technique
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Unlike conventional approaches that treat facial aging as a one-plane issue, Dr. Piya's technique takes a comprehensive, anatomical approach.

"To restore a youthful appearance to the human face, I believe we must reverse the aging process. For this to be effective, the treating physician must have a deep understanding of how aging affects the facial structure in all dimensions--vertically, horizontally, and diagonally."

Vertical Dimension


	This involves sagging caused by gravity--the overall droop in cheeks, jowls, and eyelids.



Horizontal Dimension


	This reflects the thinning of skin and fat shifts--loss of volume in the mid-face, and accumulation of unwanted fat in areas like the chin, turning a youthful V-shape into a heavier U-shape.



Diagonal Dimension


	Perhaps the most overlooked--ligament weakening, which causes the skin to separate from its anchor points, blurring facial contours and flattening natural structure.



To combat all three dimensions, Dr. Piya developed the Nida Esth' Signature Technique--a proprietary protocol of precision and personalization:
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Beyond One-Size-Fits-All: A Fully Personalized Approach

One of the core values at Nida Esth' is individualized treatment. No two faces age the same, so no two lifting plans should be the same.

Every patient begins their journey with a Crisalix 3D Facial Analysis, an AI-powered Swiss imaging system that maps out the facial structure in six angles. This allows Dr. Piya to create a customized blueprint--a "facial map" of where to lift, sculpt, or refine.

Then comes:


	Laser Tip Selection: Based on facial structure, different tip sizes (200-600 microns) are chosen to ensure precision--even in delicate zones like under the eyes

	Signature Execution: Dr. Piya applies his own lifting algorithm, perfected over decades, to perform the Infinity Lift X under what he calls the Nida Esth' Signature Technique
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Who & Where Is It For?

Infinity Lift X is ideal for:


	Those aged 40+ with mild to moderate facial sagging

	Individuals wanting results but not ready for surgery

	Patients who've tried other lifting lasers with unsatisfying results

	Busy professionals needing minimal recovery time

	Anyone wanting no visible scars or downtime

	Former facelift patients who need touch-ups around chin, jowls, or neck
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Infinity Lift X can be used for:


	Sub Brow

	Lower Eyelid

	Malar

	Cheek & Jawlines

	Double Chin & Sub-mandible

	Neck



[image: ]

Special Offer for Bangkok Post Readers!

Add us on Line OA or WhatsApp and enter the code "BKK LiftX"

>> Contact Us <<

Line OA: @Nida_Esth , WhatsApp: +66810102200

Website: https://slimlaserthailand.com/

What About Downtime?

Infinity Lift X is a single-session treatment that typically takes 60-90 minutes, depending on facial complexity. Most patients resume daily activities immediately. Minimal redness or swelling subsides within 3-5 days.

What Can You Expect?

Most patients see:


	A lifted jawline within 4-6 weeks

	Smoother skin after 1-2 months

	Full results at 3-6 months as collagen regenerates



Results can last up to 3 years, with optional top-ups available every 18 months for maintenance.
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The Nida Esth' Distinction
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With over 25 years at the forefront of aesthetic innovation, Nida Esth' International is no stranger to trailblazing. The medical centre is internationally recognized as the "Pioneer of Laser & Cellular Aesthetics in Asia" and has received numerous accolades.

Therefore, for those who fear the knife but still long to lift, refine, and reclaim their youth--Infinity Lift X is more than a treatment. It's a revolution.

It offers the structure of a surgical facelift, the softness of a spa procedure, and the wisdom of a master surgeon--all in one seamless experience.

Contact for more information at


	Tel: +662-252-2121

	Line Official Account: @Nida_Esth

	WhatsApp : +66810102200

	https://www.nidaskincosmetic.com/, http://nida-esth.com



You can also follow the news and various privileges of Nida Esth' International at


	Facebook: Dr. Nida Nida Esth'.

	Instagram: Nidaesthcenter

	Tiktok: Nida_Esth

	Youtube : Nida Esth Medical Center Channel
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                  Vietnam cuts renewable power subsidies                

                Retroactive cuts for some solar and wind projects alarm investors and raise default risk
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                                HANOI -- Vietnam's state power utility has cut the previously agreed subsidised prices it pays for electricity from some solar and wind farms, which now risk defaulting on their debts with banks, according to an investors' petition seen by Reuters.
The document, dated May 16 and sent to Vietnam's top authorities, follows a first letter in which most of the same signatories warned of billions of dollars of investment were at risk because of retroactive changes to subsidies announced by Vietnamese authorities even as they target a massive expansion of renewables capacity.

Starting with January invoices, a subsidiary of the state power utility EVN "unilaterally withheld a portion of its payments by applying a provisional tariff of its own proposal", the document said.

"This has caused us to breach commitments to banks and both local and international lenders, face the risk of default under pressure of monthly debt repayments, and suffer cash shortages," it added.

Among the 16 foreign signatories are the private equity fund Dragon Capital, the Vietnamese subsidiary of Philippines' energy group ACEN, and investors from Thailand, Portugal, the Netherlands, South Korea, Singapore and China. Investors in dozens of other Vietnamese projects also signed the letter.

In recent years, the country has experienced a boom in renewable energy investments driven by generous feed-in tariffs (FiTs), under which the state committed to buying electricity for 20 years at above-market prices, effectively subsidising producers.

However, amid allegations of abuses in accessing the FiTs and increasing losses for EVN from the subsidy programme, authorities have proceeded to freeze or cut some subsidies.

EVN had no immediate comment on the second petition but it has told Reuters in recent weeks that preferential prices could not be continued for projects that violated regulations.

It did not specify whether rules were changed retroactively and which projects were in breach of regulations.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3031940/vietnam-cuts-renewable-power-subsidies



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Bitcoin tops $111,000 for first time                

                Bitcoin climbed as much as 2.2% in early Asian trading on Thursday
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                                SINGAPORE -- Bitcoin surpassed US$111,000 for the first time to reach a record high, with traders increasingly bullish on the prospects of the original cryptocurrency amid mounting institutional demand.
Bitcoin climbed as much as 3.3% on Thursday to hit a record of $111,878, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. Smaller tokens also rose, with second-ranked Ether at one point up about 5.5%. 

A wave of optimism is buoying Bitcoin after the advancement of a key stablecoin bill in the US senate fuelled hopes of greater regulatory clarity for digital-asset firms under President Donald Trump, who is avowedly pro-crypto. Surging demand from Michael Saylor's Strategy -- which has stockpiled over $50 billion worth of Bitcoin -- and a growing list of token hoarders is another driving force behind the rally. 

"It has been a slow-motion grind into new all-time highs," said Joshua Lim, global co-head of markets at FalconX Ltd. "There's no shortage of demand for BTC from SPAC and PIPE deals, which is manifesting in the premium on Coinbase spot prices." 

Such buyers include a flurry of obscure small-cap companies and public firms newly formed by crypto heavyweights which are financing their purchases by offering anything from convertible bonds to preferred stocks. 

An affiliate of Cantor Fitzgerald LP is working with stablecoin issuer Tether Holdings SA and SoftBank Group to launch Twenty One Capital Inc, a company that emulates Strategy's business model. A subsidiary of Strive Enterprises Inc co-founded by Vivek Ramaswamy is merging with Nasdaq-listed Asset Entities Inc to form a Bitcoin treasury company. 

"Unlike previous cycles, this rally is not momentum-driven alone," said Julia Zhou, COO of crypto market maker Caladan. "It is quantitatively underpinned by measurable, persistent demand and supply dislocations."

Bitcoin's outperformance relative to smaller cryptocurrencies is widening. An index that tracks so-called altcoins is down about 40% year-to-date, while Bitcoin is up 17% so far in 2025. 

In options markets, traders built eye-catching Bitcoin positions earlier this week with the $110,000, $120,000 and $300,000 calls expiring on June 27 logging the most open interest -- or number of outstanding contracts -- on Deribit, the derivatives exchange.

Tony Sycamore, market analyst at IG, said in a note that the fresh record shows that Bitcoin's steep decline from a previous high set on Jan. 20 to below $75,000 in April was "a correction within a bull market." 

"A sustained break above $110,000 is needed to trigger the next leg higher towards $125,000," he added. 

Bitcoin's latest milestone comes as Trump prepares to meet with the biggest holders of his memecoin at a dinner at his golf club just outside Washington on Thursday. The event has raised concerns among ethics experts, who argue that it offers access through transactions that directly benefit the president and has sparked criticism over potential conflicts of interest. 

Such events "highlight crypto's increasing cultural visibility, though they have not had a measurable impact on market dynamics at this stage," said Yuan Rong Tan, a trader at QCP Capital.
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                  True Corp sorry for mobile service outage                

                              

                                True Corp apologised on Thursday for a mobile phone and internet service outage that had a nationwide impact on some clients, and said it was preparing compensation for those affected.
"Various services, including voice and data, are now returning to full capacity across all areas nationwide," it said in an updated announcement on Thursday afternoon.

"Affected users on the True network will receive an SMS notification with details about the compensation."

Customers complained earlier about mobile and internet service disruptions that began on Thursday morning.

The Downdetector website reported a spike in reports from users starting around 10am. The reasons for the disruption are not yet known.

"Internet and phone calls were down as if there was not a SIM card," one client said after the services resumed on his mobile phone.

"True apologises for the recent network incident that affected mobile usage for some True customers nationwide," the company said.

It also said that subscribers to the dtac network, which was absorbed when the two companies merged in 2023, were not affected.

True said its executives were preparing to brief the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission about the incident, compensation and measures for preventing similar occurrences in the future.
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                  Thai car sales rise for first time in 23 months                

                Production and exports continue to record declines, with pickup output down 33%
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                                Domestic car sales in Thailand rose in April rose for the first time in 23 months, the Federation of Thai Industries said on Thursday, though production and exports extended their run of declines.
Local sales were up 1% in April from a year earlier, after a fall of 0.54% fall in March, the group said.

"Sales increased from passenger cars, but sales of pickup trucks decreased because financing was still tight," said Surapong Paisitpattanapong, spokesperson for the FTI's automotive industry division.

Car production fell 0.4% in April from a year earlier to 104,250 units, the FTI said. The fall followed a 6.1% year-on-year drop in March, and was the 21st straight month that production had declined.

"Truck production has decreased by 33%, which clearly shows that our home economy is weak," Mr Surapong said.

Car exports fell 6.3% in April from a year earlier, a smaller contraction than 14.9% in the previous month.

Thailand is Southeast Asia's biggest autos production centre and an export base for some of the world's top carmakers, including Toyota, Honda and China's BYD.
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                  Ministry steps up nominee probe                
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                                The Commerce Ministry is accelerating its investigation into nominee businesses while aiming to finalise revisions to the 1999 Anti-Money Laundering Act within three months.
After the committee on the prevention and suppression of nominee business and substandard products met on Wednesday, Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said relevant government agencies have prosecuted 39,186 cases concerning substandard and illegal products over the past nine months, with total damages of more than 2.07 billion baht.

Agencies also collected value-added tax (VAT) of 1.8 billion baht from imported goods valued less than 1,500 baht per item, he said.

Officials adopted a "notice and takedown" approach by removing 10,378 illegal products from online platforms.

Mr Pichai said Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra made this issue a priority and directed the Commerce Ministry to take decisive action.

Given rapid changes in the global economy, illegal and substandard products are flooding the Thai market, which affects local small and medium-sized enterprises, he said.

Regarding the crackdown on nominee businesses, there have been 875 prosecutions, with damages amounting to 15.3 billion baht, said Mr Pichai.

He said the cases were in the sectors being monitored including tourism, real estate, road transport, warehousing, construction and agricultural land trading businesses.

Napintorn Srisunpang, deputy commerce minister, said recent data indicates 46,918 companies were flagged as being potential nominee businesses.

To address this issue, provincial-level working groups will be set up to ensure comprehensive fact-checking.

The investigation will focus on tracing the origins of funding, assessing the operational capabilities of these businesses and examining any connections to foreign entities.

He said each province is expected to complete the investigations of all high-risk companies within three months, although provinces with a lot of companies on the watchlist may need more time and must report the progress every three months.

Mr Napintorn said the draft amendment of the Anti-Money Laundering Act is nearly complete, which will allow the authorities to confiscate assets of nominee-related individuals.

The draft will be submitted to the cabinet and parliament for approval, with all processes expected to be completed within three months, he said.

In addition, the Foreign Business Act is under review, with amendments based on recommendations from the Council of State, covering the framework, definitions of nominee businesses and penalties.
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                  TV warning system set to go live after successful test                

                              

                                The Royal Thai Army Radio and Television Station (RTA) and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) working panel recently tested an emergency warning system on a virtual terrestrial TV broadcasting network on a closed system basis.
They said the trial was successful, with the system to be used on a real TV broadcasting network in the near future.

According to NBTC commissioner Pirongrong Ramasoota, who is responsible for broadcasting, the TV warning system is meant to complement the mobile phone system known as the cell broadcast system.

This system is to serve people who do not have mobile phones or those who have mobiles that do not support the cell broadcast system, she said.

The TV warning system can broadcast images, sounds and warning messages while people watch digital TV programmes.

The TV broadcast warning system includes only areas covered by the digital terrestrial TV transmitter stations, interrupting TV programmes for a short period.

The related parties will have to consider what kind of emergencies and levels of disaster are suitable for TV warnings, said Mrs Pirongrong.

"Digital TV broadcasting is another communication channel that can broadcast signals to almost every area nationwide. If a disaster or emergency occurs and viewers are watching a TV programme, they can be informed of the event immediately," she said.

Mrs Pirongrong said the NBTC is committed to promoting the emergency warning system on digital terrestrial TV networks to create a national system that is efficient, comprehensive and reaches all groups of people.

During the trial, the warning system showed full-screen warning images and messages, with a short audio message during the TV broadcast before the TV screen returned to normal TV programme.

The system can also insert the warning messages on TV at specified locations.

During the trial, representatives from the related parties discussed the ways to coordinate between the warning via the TV broadcasting network and the cell broadcast system.

The representatives were from the Digital Economy and Society Ministry, the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, digital terrestrial TV network providers, the RTA, MCOT, the Public Relations Department, the Public Broadcasting Service of Thailand as well as the Digital Television Association (Thailand).

Previously the NBTC said it was studying the feasibility of designating a new digital TV Channel 1 specifically for disaster warnings and updates.
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                  Pundits upbeat on US tariff agreement                

                Thailand stands a chance on a deal
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                                An international affairs academic and a leading economist are partially optimistic Thailand can reach an agreement with Washington over the latter's stiff reciprocal tariffs, though challenges remain as the levies have already affected the global trading system.
The US-China trade war is a "geoeconomic" conflict, pertaining to not only trade, but also technology and other non-military facets, said Thitinan Pongsudhirak, senior fellow of the Institute of Security and International Studies at Chulalongkorn University's Faculty of Political Science.

"The recent agreement between the US and China to ease mutual tariffs is just one phase. There will be ups and downs, but overall the conflict is likely to intensify," he told the Bangkok Post.

Mr Thitinan said the initial US-China deal was reached because President Donald Trump is mindful of the tariff effects on American consumers who form the base of Republican Party politicians.

"But as these tariffs are priced in and American consumers become accustomed to them, the tariff storm will pick up again. Remember, this is not only the US and China -- the US has hiked tariffs against the entire global trading system," he said.

Mr Thitinan said Thailand should be able to reach a deal with the US over reciprocal tariffs, but there are many challenges.

"Thailand is already behind Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and even the Philippines and Cambodia. In Washington, Thailand is not viewed favourably because of its deportation of the Uyghurs and the arrest of American academic Paul Chambers," he said.

The US State Department announced sanctions against several Thai officials for their role in deporting 40 Uyghurs back to China on Feb 27, which drew widespread international condemnation.

Last month, the US embassy in Bangkok stated it was "alarmed" and was "closely monitoring" the arrest of Thailand-based American scholar Mr Chambers, who was charged with lese majeste and computer crimes.

Meanwhile, between Trump's two terms, the Thai trade surplus with the US has more than doubled, in part because of transshipments from China, said Mr Thitinan.

"I think it is alarming Thai leaders complacently think Thailand stands in good stead. Thailand is actually in big trouble if it cannot negotiate down the US tariffs to a similar level as our regional peers," he said.

Thai trade negotiators should address the US$45.6 billion trade imbalance and the Chinese transshipments, said Mr Thitinan.

"These are the two top priorities that will matter in Washington," he said.

"Thailand can also make a grand gesture to reaffirm the bilateral alliance by switching from Gripens to F-16s jets for arms procurement, which may garner attention in Washington."

Amonthep Chawla, chief economist at CIMB Thai Bank's Economic Centre, said a pause in the US-China trade war and a more accommodating US approach brighten the prospects for international trade.

"As a result of the China-US trade deal in Geneva, global trade is not completely paralysed, though it is not growing much," he said.

Thailand remains capable of clinching a deal with Washington by lowering its trade surplus with the US from $40 billion, said Mr Amonthep.

"Thailand exports about $60 billion to the US and imports $20 billion," he said.

"For products such as meat and soybeans, we are net importers, so Thailand should import more from the US and reduce purchases from other countries."
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                  PTT to slash costs amid US tariff burden                
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                                National oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc plans to cope with US tariffs and a dip in global oil prices by reducing expenses and increasing operational efficiency to boost profits.
The company is also experiencing a downturn in the petrochemical and oil refining industries.

The new measures form three schemes, dubbed "Axis" to reduce spending, "D1" to promote asset synergy under PTT Group to cut unnecessary expenses, and "Mission X" to drive up profits.

Under Axis, PTT will maintain sufficient cash on hand by reducing expenses by 11 billion baht a year incurred by its subsidiaries between 2025 and 2029.

"We can achieve this by pushing for digital transformation to support our work," said Kongkrapan Intarajang, president and chief executive of PTT.

For D1, the company plans to synergise physical assets as well as human assets to reduce expenses by 3 billion baht a year.

Under Mission X, PTT will lift operational efficiency and increase earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortisation of companies under its wing to 30 billion baht a year between 2025 and 2027, said Mr Kongkrapan.

Asset monetisation is another approach to increase earnings, he said, adding the company will consider selling parts of its assets and promoting those with potential growth.

The company has earned 8 billion baht from asset monetisation thus far, and set a goal of 15 billion baht for this approach, said Mr Kongkrapan.

Global crude oil prices are expected to continue to fall as a result of US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariff policy, with a renewed trade war hitting international trade, said Thai Oil Plc, Thailand's largest oil refinery by volume.

Dubai crude oil reference prices closed at $63.96 per barrel on May 20.

Washington's trade policy is expected to cause a sluggish economy, eventually leading to lower demand for refined oil products, notably diesel and fuel oil, in the industrial sector, said Nuttapol Nopparatwong, vice-president for commercial planning at Thai Oil.

But despite a drop in global oil prices, gross refinery margins (GRMs) are expected to improve from the first quarter of this year.

GRM is the difference between prices of crude oil and refined oil. A higher GRM is one factor that suggests refining operations are likely to be more profitable.

Mr Nuttapol said the average GRM should increase from $3.5 per barrel in the first quarter, attributed to a lower supply of refined oil as refineries in the US and Europe are expected to exit the business as facilities end their service life or face financial problems.

An increase in commercial flights should also drive up GRM, he said.

Consumption of jet fuel and gasoline is expected to rise between July and August, which is usually travel season.
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        Lessons and hopes from May 11 poll
        The May 11 municipal elections across Thailand, although extensive in scope, offered little to celebrate in terms of democratic progress. Rather than signalling a political shift or new energy in local governance, the results underscored a deeply familiar pattern: vote buying remains the dominant strategy in Thai politics.

      

      
        Reckoning on the horizon
        Amid the probe into allegations of vote-rigging in the last Senate election, Thai politics has entered untested waters that could prefigure a storm on the horizon.

      

      
        Gulf spectacle masks strategic shift in US policy
        With the showmanship of a Cecil B De Mille saga, President Donald Trump's state visit to three Arab kingdoms was uniquely paired with pomp and joint business incentives that focused on transforming the narrative from conflict to commerce and cooperation. The visits were set to the spectacular backdrop of casts of thousands, Arabian stallions, and camel cohorts marking the fanfare of the...

      

      
        Future-shaping on shifting sands
        Today, as the world stands at yet another inflection point, I believe it is more important than ever to reflect not only on the history of our cooperation -- but also on how we can shape its future, together.

      

      
        Back to school, please
        As students across the country return to school for the new semester, 800 children who have been studying at learning centres for migrant and refugee students in Samut Sakhon are being forced to stay home.

      

      
        Can Ukraine survive Trump presidency?
        We are getting very close to the point where Donald Trump realises that his dear friend, Vladimir Putin, has been playing him for a fool. The Russian president never had the slightest intention of moderating his war aims, which include the annexation of much of Ukraine and the demotion of the rest to the status of a puppet state.

      

      
        Donor funding crisis goes global
        Towards the end of the ancient Indian epic the Mahabharata, Krishna's Yadava clan self-destructs. Many dark omens presage their downfall: nature behaves erratically and pests multiply. Sin, deception, and violence proliferate, eroding trust and solidarity. Clan members humiliate and insult wise elders. When Krishna's extended family goes on a picnic, the men get drunk, argue, and attack each...

      

      
        Rethinking short rentals in Thailand
        The global rebound in tourism after Covid-19 has driven a notable surge in short-term rentals (STRs) through online platforms. Offering travellers greater flexibility, STRs have become a popular alternative to traditional hotels, particularly in urban and tourist-heavy areas. In the European Union, their use has expanded rapidly, reflecting forecasts that predict continued growth fuelled by...

      

      
        Be firm on subs deal
        After years of tap-dancing around the submarine procurement controversy, the government has finally admitted that it may have to take the submarines it ordered from China despite disagreements over engine options, or risk losing the money it handed over as a down payment for the deal.

      

      
        Work together for rule-based trade
        For almost 80 years, the multilateral rule-book has been the basis for international trade relations. Under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and its successor, the World Trade Organization (WTO), world trade has expanded at an unprecedented rate, contributing to growth and prosperity around the world. Our countries, Thailand and Sweden, share a long tradition of support for the...
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																The May 11 municipal elections across Thailand, although extensive in scope, offered little to celebrate in terms of democratic progress. Rather than signalling a political shift or new energy in local governance, the results underscored a deeply familiar pattern: vote buying remains the dominant strategy in Thai politics.
This is not to suggest that the losing candidates were paragons of clean politics -- many also engaged in vote buying but failed due to weaker execution. Some offered too little, others mismanaged their ground operations, or depended on vote canvassers who were unpopular or distrusted by local communities.

Behind this electoral choreography lies a political system where success depends less on winning the hearts and minds of voters and more on securing the loyalty of local vote canvassers. These individual candidates are carefully recruited well in advance of the election, often chosen for their reputation, leadership image, or personal networks. National and local politicians alike support and nurture these canvassers, who function as power brokers between the electorate and the candidate. In reality, the core political competition is about capturing the allegiance of these intermediaries -- voters are secondary players in a system designed to maintain control, not encourage choice.

This reliance on canvassers is also a symptom of a larger structural problem: the unresponsiveness of the Thai bureaucracy to the plights of citizens. Many citizens feel that their voices do not reach government agencies through institutional channels. Instead, they must appeal through an informal one -- vote canvasser, who can advocate on their behalf. In this sense, canvassers are not only political brokers but also community gatekeepers. Voters do not demand good policies or leadership; they require access, and canvassers deliver it. Politicians, in turn, are expected to use their power to "manage" the bureaucracy, reinforcing a pattern where representation becomes personal rather than institutional.

Yet even in this deeply entrenched system, there are signs of hope. Fourteen mayoral candidates from the People's Party (PP) -- a party perceived of ethical campaigning -- won their races without relying on vote buying. Among them were five successful candidates for town mayor and nine for subdistrict municipalities. Their victories are not just statistical anomalies; they represent the potential for a different kind of politics, rooted in public trust rather than transactional loyalty.

For many of the PP candidates who did not win, however, the experience was sobering. Several were misled by pre-election polls that indicated a strong preference. Some blamed themselves for being politically naive or inexperienced, while others expressed deep frustration with the role of election authorities. A few were particularly disheartened by the inaction of the Election Commission and police, who turned a blind eye to blatant violations. Their disappointment is understandable, especially when perceived clean candidates are left to compete on an uneven playing field. It is hoped their determination remains unwavering.

Thailand's political development hinges on breaking free from this cycle. Change cannot be expected from the top alone, nor should it rely entirely on individual candidates with moral convictions. What is needed is a broad-based effort to transform the very foundations of electoral competition. That begins with acknowledging that vote buying is not merely a cultural habit -- it is a rational strategy that thrives in environments with weak institutional structures. To confront it effectively, we must reform the rules, strengthen enforcement, and change the incentives.

Other countries have done just that. South Korea, for instance, once struggled with rampant vote buying, especially at the local level. Through a genuine and meaningful electoral reform, civic engagement, and public awareness campaigns, it shifted towards more policy-focused elections. Today, Korean local governments are expected to perform and are held accountable by both the media and citizens. Japan, too, transitioned from a postwar system steeped in clientelism to one that values merit-based public service and transparent party structures. In both countries, the transformation was not instantaneous -- it was driven by citizen pressure, legal changes, and the maturation of democratic institutions.

Western democracies, such as Sweden and Canada, offer further contrasts. In these systems, vote buying is not only illegal but socially and culturally unthinkable. Transparent campaign financing, independent electoral commissions, strong and responsive bureaucracies, and an informed electorate create an environment where ideas matter more than handouts. Citizens expect services not as favours, but as rights. Politicians win by demonstrating competence and accountability, not by bribery of voters.

Thailand can take inspiration from these experiences. Electoral laws must be tightened and enforced with consistency. Campaign financing must be scrutinised, and a mechanism for reporting violations must be accessible and protected. At the same time, civic education must be enhanced. Voters must be encouraged to view elections not as transactional acts but as opportunities to choose leaders who will uphold the public interest.

Equally important is the need to make the public sector more efficient and responsive to needs of citizens. If citizens believe that the only way to get public services is via elected politicians and political networks, vote canvassing will never go away. Therefore, strengthening bureaucratic accountability, transparency, and service delivery is therefore not just an administrative goal -- it is a political imperative.

The recent election should not be dismissed as a disappointment. It is a reflection -- a mirror showing us where our democratic practices stand. While the overall picture is sobering, it also reveals openings for progress. The success of a few clean candidates demonstrates that ethical politics is possible, even in challenging circumstances. Their win must be amplified, studied, and supported -- not individual triumphs, but as signs of what could be.

We must not let cynicism win. This moment calls for reflection, yes, but also mobilisation. Reform does not emerge from a single campaign cycle; it results from sustained efforts spanning multiple elections, institutions, and civil society.

The future of Thai democracy depends on our willingness to keep pushing forward, even when the system seems designed to hold us back.

The May 11 election shows us where we stand. What truly matters now is the direction we choose, and the courage we summon to move forward.
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																Amid the probe into allegations of vote-rigging in the last Senate election, Thai politics has entered untested waters that could prefigure a storm on the horizon.
Analysts see rising discontent over the controversial Senate election and related probe as a war between the red camp (the Pheu Thai Party) and the blue camp (the Bhumjaithai Party, or BJT).

As the conflict grows, the ruling and second-largest party in the coalition are hardly seeing eye to eye.

Pheu Thai must be uncomfortable with the BJT's dominance over the Upper Chamber, given the fact the institution has enormous power related to the appointment of members of independent agencies such as the National Anti-Corruption Commission, charter court, Election Commission (EC), and the Office of the Attorney General.

In the latest development, Kusumalwati Sirikomut -- a failed candidate in the last Senate election and a former lawmaker from Pheu Thai -- submitted a petition to the EC and the charter court seeking the disbandment of the BJT, as well as red cards for the party's executives for allegedly interfering in the poll.

Another activist was due to lodge a petition against the BJT yesterday.

Despite all this, party leader Anutin Charnvirakul denies the allegations, and has threatened legal action in response.

The expanding probe by the EC and the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) has without doubt sent shockwaves through the Upper House.

This marks the first time in nine decades of Thai democracy that any member of the Senate -- which serves as a crucial check-and-balance mechanism for parliament -- has had to face a probe for possible election fraud.

The first group of senators accused of collusion, totalling 55, have already been summoned to acknowledge the charges. Another 138 senators, including two on the reserve list, are set to be dragged in next.

Some reports even claim the party's top brass had a hand in trying to rig the elections.

Senators in the blue camp have moved to counter this by discreetly accelerating the appointment process for three vacant seats in the NACC, to when parliament convenes for the 2026 budget debate next week.

Moreover, the Senate has tried to push for the formation of committees to review candidates' ethical conduct and qualifications.

But not all of the senators agree with the appointment fast-tracking.

Nuntana Nantavaropas believes any senators linked to the collusion probe must be suspended from duty.

She plans to petition the charter court but only time will tell if her campaign bears fruit. Even if it does, delays in appointing key independent organisations pose a problem.

It's a catch-22 situation for the Upper Chamber and the country.

This political mess stems from negligence by the EC. It's regrettable the commission turned a blind eye to these Senate poll irregularities.

And while that probably boils down to incompetence or a lack of desire, the agency must still be held to account.
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																With the showmanship of a Cecil B De Mille saga, President Donald Trump's state visit to three Arab kingdoms was uniquely paired with pomp and joint business incentives that focused on transforming the narrative from conflict to commerce and cooperation. The visits were set to the spectacular backdrop of casts of thousands, Arabian stallions, and camel cohorts marking the fanfare of the president's four-day trip to the region.
The glitzy Gulf kingdoms offered Mr Trump a positive and comfortable backdrop for his New York-style business pitch for prosperity. US diplomacy was focused on friendships beyond traditional petroleum links. The Middle East chessboard was often viewed as a political zero-sum game against the backdrop of retro-diplomacy, e.g., how to secure vital sea lanes for the free flow of oil. But today's enhanced ties host a triangular game of commerce, diplomacy, and military deterrence in which the US, and not China or Russia, is setting the paradigm for a new Middle East policy.

The president's speech in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the first stop on the trip, charmed even many of his critics. He stated, "Before our eyes a new generation of leaders is transcending the ancient conflicts of tired divisions of the past and forging a future where the Middle East is defined by commerce, not chaos; where it exports technology, not terrorism; and where people of different nations, religions, and creeds are building cities together."

Significantly, Mr Trump discarded traditional US narratives, stressing, "It's crucial for the wider world to note this great transformation has not come from Western interventionists ... giving you lectures on how to live and how to govern your own affairs. No, the gleaming marvels of Riyadh and Abu Dhabi were not created by the so-called nation-builders, neocons, or liberal nonprofits." He offered a clear nationalist mantra: "Peace, prosperity, and progress ultimately came not from a radical rejection of your heritage, but rather from embracing your national traditions and that same heritage that you love so dearly."

Until now, the Saudis and the Gulf Arab states such as Qatar and the UAE have been stereotypically viewed by Americans as ruled by kings, sheikhs and emirs, awash in petro-dollars, glitz, but little else, with super-modern cities on the edge of vast oceans of sand, sea and oil. Yet these countries, beyond having small populations and large foreign workforces, contrast with the "other "Middle East of the poor, the crowded lands of Egypt, Algeria, Yemen, Syria and Iraq.

Beyond the carefully choreographed style, there was truly substance. A who's who of American business executives reaped a cornucopia of deals and rewards. In Saudi Arabia, there are US$600 billion (19.7 trillion baht) deals in energy, armaments, and Artificial Intelligence. Qatar will purchase at least $243 billion worth of 210 Boeing aircraft. The UAE is purchasing $200 billion in US Boeings and technology. The UAE, moreover, has committed to $1.4 trillion in US investments over the next decade. For a number of years, commercial air flights from the Gulf states to the US has expanded dramatically with prestigious carriers like Emirates, Qatar and Saudia flying to American destinations.

Qatar offered the president a "gift" of a 747 aircraft to serve as an Air Force One. The deal sadly sullies the tone of the summit and sidetracks the otherwise near-flawless narrative of the Trump trip. Accepting this golden "gift" would not be wise, and it offers his critics a powerful symbol.

But beyond commercial mega-deals, the president focused on long-forgotten but simmering political crises following the Syrian civil war. Mr Trump played his cards well. He met with Syria's new Islamist leader, Ahmed al-Sharaa, offering a hand of American friendship. This takes cautious optimism, but by lifting punishing economic sanctions on Syria, which dated to the ousted Assad regime, the US positively changed the narrative for a country destroyed by 14 years of civil war. Millions of Syrians fled, millions more were displaced. Mr Trump's gambit was a big victory for neighbouring Turkey, too, which harbours nearly three million Syrian refugees, many of whom are now expected to return home.

Mr Trump called for Saudi Arabia to join the Abraham Accords and to recognise Israel. He warned the Tehran regime, "Iran can have a much brighter future but we'll never allow America and its allies to be threatened with terrorism or nuclear attack. The choice is theirs to make." No to a nuclear Iran.

Mr Trump has been rebranding the Middle East and resetting US diplomacy. The president said, "We're still just at the dawn of the bright new day that awaits for the people of the Middle East."



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism the Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Today, as the world stands at yet another inflection point, I believe it is more important than ever to reflect not only on the history of our cooperation -- but also on how we can shape its future, together.
The international system that many of us helped build -- rooted in open trade, strategic alliances, and multilateral cooperation is facing new tests. The US-China dynamic continues to redefine global economic flows. Conflict persists in regions like the Middle East, Ukraine and Myanmar. New technologies such as artificial intelligence are redrawing the boundaries of possibility -- while also raising profound ethical and geopolitical questions. In such a world, countries like Thailand -- strategically located, diplomatically agile, and economically open -- can serve not as passive observers, but as active bridge-builders. We can be stabilising anchors in an uncertain world.

Allow me to share a perspective from my recent work on the crisis in Myanmar. As someone involved in regional peace-building efforts, I have seen firsthand the limitations of top-down diplomacy -- and I have seen the power of inclusive, principled pragmatism.

Stakeholders in Thailand have the potential to serve as a quiet but effective convener -- not only in political conflicts but also in shaping economic coalitions that span various ideologies. As a country, Thailand is also at the heart of Asean -- a region of 660 million people, fast-growing digital economies, and expanding middle-class consumption. With its stable institutions, robust infrastructure, and globally integrated supply chains, Thailand remains one of the most trusted entry points into the region. For American businesses, this is more than geography -- it is strategic certainty in an age of uncertainty.

Let me outline four areas where I believe Thailand and the United States can go further, together:

First is green energy and sustainable growth. Thailand has committed to carbon neutrality by 2050. But achieving this goal will require transformative investment in energy transition, EV infrastructure, smart grids, and more. US companies are global leaders in clean energy innovation. We cannot do it alone, we invite US investors to co-develop this green future -- not just as investors, but as partners in technology transfer, training, and sustainable business models.

Second is food and health security. Not only that we are in the middle of an aged society, Thailand is already a major exporter of food and wellness services. From organic agriculture to medical tourism, from cure to care and biotech, we have the assets. The US brings R&D strength, innovation, and capital. Imagine a world where Thailand is the health and care and nutrition hub of Asia, co-created with American science and standards.

Third is digital and AI transformation. The next frontier of competitiveness lies in the digital economy. Thailand is pushing forward with policies around AI advancement in the financial sector, in manufacturing, in work process, AI ethics, cybersecurity, and digital trade. But this transformation will not succeed without global collaboration and responsible leadership -- areas where the US continues to set benchmarks.

Fourth is talent exchange and education. Our relationship must not rest on trade alone. It must rest on people. Thailand is eager to expand partnerships with US universities, research centres, and leadership programmes. We must invest in the next generation of Thai and American change-makers -- so that our bond is not only resilient but future-proof. We need close cooperation with US academic institutions and US corporations for re-skilling, up-skilling and preparing new skills for our people during the current global disruption.

Chulalongkorn University, of which I chair its council, has just launched a cooperation with MIT Leaders for Global Operations (LGO), where students can enrol in master degrees at the Faculty of Engineering and Chulalongkorn Business School (CBS) and continue with a programme to gain a certificate at MIT. This Chula-MIT LGO is a one of a kind programme to prepare our people to be part of the rapidly changing world. We need more programmes similar to this, perhaps a non-degree version as well, with top US universities and US companies. We welcome them to set up campuses here at Chulalongkorn University, which is located in the heart of Bangkok. When we speak of a "longstanding partnership", we speak not only of history -- but of shared purpose. For decades, the US has been a vital trade and investment partner to Thailand. American companies have brought with them not only jobs and capital, but also ideas, standards, and a spirit of entrepreneurship that helped transform our economy.

Today, as global power shifts and economic models evolve, we must reimagine this partnership -- not as static, but as dynamic. Not as transactional, but as transformational. I propose that we co-create a US-Thailand Strategic Economic Dialogue for the Next Decade -- a platform that brings together government, business, and academia to chart a 10-year vision centred on:

1) Resilience: Building supply chains that are shock-resistant. Co-creating human capital which is agile and resilient to a rapidly changing world and labour market.

2) Innovation: Co-developing solutions in energy, food, health, and AI.

3) Inclusion: Ensuring that prosperity reaches across sectors and generations and increase communication among all stakeholders of both countries.

4) Trust: Grounding all cooperation in shared values and transparency.

5) Connectivity: A basement team between the US and Thailand administrations, connecting policy teams from both countries. In diplomacy, trust is not built overnight.

Thailand and the US stand at the threshold of a new chapter. One that builds on a proud past, but is not constrained by it. One that rises to today's challenges, while preparing for tomorrow's opportunities. Let us write that chapter -- together.



Professor Surakiart Sathirathai is Chairman of Chulalongkorn University Council, Chairman of Chiangmai University Council, former deputy prime minister, and former minister of foreign affairs. The article is an excerpt from his speech at the 'Thailand-US Trade and Investment Summit 2025' on May 20, which was organised by the United States Chamber of Commerce, the American Chamber of Commerce of Thailand, and the Thai Chamber of Commerce.
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																As students across the country return to school for the new semester, 800 children who have been studying at learning centres for migrant and refugee students in Samut Sakhon are being forced to stay home.
Their access to education has been curtailed since the provincial administration launched a crackdown on the centres last Saturday.

Five venues have been targeted that offer education, language classes and cultural assimilation knowledge. Three are run by The Labour Protection Network (LPN), a well-known NGO formed to take care of the labour rights and welfare of migrant workers.

The other two -- the Marist Centre for Migrants and St Joachim Catholic Centre for Migrants -- are run by the St Ann Catholic Centre for Migrants.

The Samut Sakhon provincial administrative office (PAO) said these centres need to be closed because they violate administrative laws. It said their classrooms, facilities and teacher recruitment schemes do not align with the standards defined by the education ministry.

To ease the impact on migrant students, the PAO has provided seats at 43 schools in the province for them. However, their parents have yet to contact those schools.

Such a crackdown reflects our overly education-centric policy when it comes to migrant students.

The ministry allows these learning centres to operate in several provinces on the country's borders, such as in Tak, Mae Hong Son and Chiang Rai.

Elsewhere in the nation, migrant workers can send their students to state schools where they will receive benefits and treatment equal to Thai students.

While the ministry deserves credit for trying to provide equal education, the latest crackdown is having the opposite effect.

Since last year, the government has closed several such learning centres in Samut Sakhon, Pathum Thani and Phuket. The police have launched investigations and charged some with violating immigration laws.

The bigger question is whether this policy benefits migrant students in terms of their education. Also, does it help young migrant workers assimilate into Thai culture?

The answer is no. Without advance communication and preparation between state schools and parents, the latter rarely send their kids to regular schools. Instead, the children are left at home and become vulnerable to exploitation.

The ministry should open its ears to the recent recommendation by the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

Early this month, the NHRC sent a letter to the government and the education ministry asking the government to open more of these learning centres in provinces that are popular with migrant workers, such as Samut Sakhon, Samut Prakan, Chon Buri, Rayong, Surat Thani, Phangnga, and Phuket.

Migrant workers and their offspring are a part of Thai society. As such, the government should find a way to provide them with easy access to education and help them assimilate better into Thai culture.

To achieve this goal, it needs to embrace an "open arms" policy rather than one of iron fists. Instead of treating these learning centres as illegal, the government would be better advised to treat them as tools serving its education policy.
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																We are getting very close to the point where Donald Trump realises that his dear friend, Vladimir Putin, has been playing him for a fool. The Russian president never had the slightest intention of moderating his war aims, which include the annexation of much of Ukraine and the demotion of the rest to the status of a puppet state.
There have been no "peace negotiations"; just Mr Putin tirelessly repeating his non-negotiable demands. He behaves like a man who is certain he will win his war of choice, but then he has to. Any other outcome after three years of fighting and hundreds of thousands of Russian deaths would certainly lead to his removal from power and quite possibly to his death.

Yet there is no evidence that Ukraine is really on the brink of defeat. Its soldiers are certainly tired, but so are Mr Putin's. The Russians are gaining ground so slowly -- tens of metres a day along one or another small portion of the 2,000km front line -- that at the current pace they would reach Kyiv in about 2029.

Mr Trump, by contrast, wants a ceasefire within the next few weeks. His only lasting interest in the war in Ukraine is the Nobel Peace Prize he imagines he will get for ending it, but after the "tariffs" shambles, he also urgently needs a political triumph somewhere.

Mr Trump will try to bully Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky into accepting Russia's terms because he has no leverage over Mr Putin. He will probably insist once again that Ukraine has "no cards" and must submit, but that wasn't true then, and it isn't true now. So what will happen after Mr Zelensky says "no"?

It's almost certain that Mr Trump would react by once again punishing Ukraine. The United States would immediately stop selling it arms and, more importantly, cut off the flow of real-time intelligence data from US satellites and long-distance surveillance aircraft that helps Ukraine intercept Russian attacks and strike Russian targets.

This wouldn't spell military disaster for Ukraine, although it would cause thousands of extra Ukrainian deaths both at the front and in cities under Russian air and missile attack. Ukraine survived six months without US aid when the Republicans in Congress halted arms deliveries in 2024, and twice more when Mr Trump briefly stopped everything again last February and March. Ukraine will get a bigger flow of arms and ammunition from its European supporters this time as they rebuild their defence industries to compensate for the loss of US support, but that will not make up for the loss of real-time intelligence data on Russian targets. It will be a long, hard road for the Ukrainians, but they can probably hang on for another year or so.

There would be no point in hanging on if the Ukrainians were ultimately doomed, but they aren't. The two sides are effectively deadlocked, even if superior Russian numbers enable them to creep forward a bit from time to time. Sooner or later, one side will break, but nobody knows which one or when.

That is how wars of attrition usually end: a sudden collapse of morale on one side or the other after years of stalemate, often triggered by a major offensive that either succeeds (in which case the attacker wins the war) or fails (in which case the defender wins). These collapses often morph into outright mutinies, and entire regimes are sometimes overthrown. The war in Ukraine is almost World War I in miniature: a long war of attrition with everybody driven below ground level by new weapons (machine-guns and rapid-firing long-range artillery then; drones, drones and more drones now).

At this point, three years in, the situation in Ukraine can be compared to World War I in 1917. There was a lot of movement and ground changing hands in the early months of the war, but then it was down into the trenches and bloody deadlock ever since. The soldiers are now nearing the end of their rope, and the generals are getting desperate.

There were three big offensives in 1917. The French one failed so badly that much of the army mutinied, and France was effectively out of the fighting for the rest of the war. The Russian offensive failed even more disastrously and not only the army but the whole empire collapsed. The German one succeeded, and the Italian army fled 150km to the rear.

Germany's great offensive in spring 1918 came within an ace of success, and then collapsed utterly. The army mutinied, and Germany surrendered in November 1918.

So what lessons can Ukrainians draw from these examples? First: It ain't over till it's over. And two: Stay on the defensive and wait for the Russians to break. It could happen. See above.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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									Donor funding crisis goes global								

															

																Towards the end of the ancient Indian epic the Mahabharata, Krishna's Yadava clan self-destructs. Many dark omens presage their downfall: nature behaves erratically and pests multiply. Sin, deception, and violence proliferate, eroding trust and solidarity. Clan members humiliate and insult wise elders. When Krishna's extended family goes on a picnic, the men get drunk, argue, and attack each other, until eventually all of them are dead.
This cautionary tale has gained new resonance as geopolitical tensions -- including in South Asia -- escalate, and many countries embrace protectionist policies. US President Donald Trump's second administration has contributed significantly to the current fragmentation and disorder. But other wealthy countries have exacerbated the situation by failing to show any real solidarity in response to Mr Trump's hostile policies.

The lack of development cooperation is a prime example of this growing appetite for mutually assured destruction. To be sure, aid from donor countries was already declining, and recent events have exposed the system's injustices. The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted Western governments' greed, undermining others' trust in their global leadership. Moreover, the fact that these governments have directed most of their dwindling foreign-aid budgets to Ukraine since Russia's 2022 invasion, diverting funds away from other war-torn and desperately poor countries, has underscored the largely self-serving approach to such "charity" flows.

Still, it is surprising -- and dispiriting -- that other donor countries have not stepped up after Mr Trump terminated almost all US foreign-aid funding and programming. This would have been the obvious thing to do, not necessarily out of solidarity, but simply because of geopolitical self-interest.

For starters, Mr Trump's indiscriminate attacks on allies and rivals alike have demonstrated the necessity of coordinated action, which requires building alliances, supporting multilateralism, and cultivating soft power. One easy and relatively cheap way to do that is by continuing to support multilateral institutions. Such funding may also defuse some of the anger that many people in the Global South feel about the Western world's complicity in the ongoing decimation and mass killings in Gaza.

Moreover, the massive reduction in US direct aid and financing for international organisations will hinder the provision of global public goods, including health and climate stability. The concept of global public investment suggests that all countries have a stake in solving these challenges, and should thus contribute resources to addressing them, according to their means, and distribute the collected funds based on need and impact.

But the response of most rich countries has so far been appalling. Instead of scaling up foreign assistance, several European governments have slashed it, citing the need to channel funds to defence investment. As a result, some of the most immediate needs that fall under a global public investment framework are going unmet.

This is especially baffling because the amounts required to plug the development-financing hole left by the United States are so small as to be trivial. For example, Mr Trump's withdrawal of the US from the World Health Organization -- which remains absolutely critical for managing global health threats -- means that the WHO faces a US$1.9 billion (63 billion baht) budget shortfall in 2026-27 -- a gap that rich countries and even most large middle-income countries could easily afford to fill.

It's a similar story at other international organisations. The United Nations World Food Programme faces an estimated 40% reduction in funding -- equal to roughly $4 billion. The WFP, which served more than 100 million people in 2024 and won the Nobel Peace Prize five years ago, must now downsize its staff by nearly one-third (around 6,000 positions worldwide) and reduce the amount of life-saving food that it provides, because no other countries have offered to offset the shortfall.

Similarly, the Joint UN Programme on HIV/Aids (UNAIDS), which relied on the US for more than 40% of its financing, will need to cut more than half of its workforce and reduce or eliminate some of its essential programmes. (Switzerland and the United Kingdom, two other major UNAIDS funders, have likewise reduced their contributions). That could lead to six times more HIV infections and a 400% increase in Aids deaths by 2029, as well as the emergence of new strains, which would have negative repercussions for all countries. But the organisation's budget gap is a modest $58 million -- the same shortfall facing the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, which has to lay off 20% of its staff.

Given these minuscule sums, filling the gap left by the US would have a negligible fiscal impact on traditional donors and large middle-income countries. But only a handful of countries, like South Korea, have responded to the funding crisis, preventing essential organisations' collapse and enabling them to function properly -- for now. If wealthier countries refuse to provide for the global common good, the multilateral system as we know it will not survive. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																The global rebound in tourism after Covid-19 has driven a notable surge in short-term rentals (STRs) through online platforms. Offering travellers greater flexibility, STRs have become a popular alternative to traditional hotels, particularly in urban and tourist-heavy areas. In the European Union, their use has expanded rapidly, reflecting forecasts that predict continued growth fuelled by competitive pricing and evolving travel preferences.
In Thailand, many property owners are increasingly turning to short-term rentals to supplement their income. However, the regulatory environment remains murky -- especially when it comes to condominiums. While short-term leasing was previously tolerated under certain interpretations, a 2022 directive from the Department of Lands reaffirmed that condominiums are for residential use only, effectively banning daily rentals.

Despite this restriction, demand from tourists and supply from owners have persisted, fuelling a parallel market that often operates outside official oversight. This unregulated growth poses several problems: it disrupts long-term residents, undermines the authority of condominium associations, and prevents the state from collecting appropriate taxes. Without a modern legal framework, Thailand risks allowing informal practices to erode community trust and economic opportunity alike.

This policy gap invites a crucial question: how can Thailand balance the rights of individual property owners with the collective rights of co-owners and communities? The answer may lie in a dual-layer regulatory approach that ensures both state oversight and local autonomy.

A well-functioning STR system should begin with a clear state-led mechanism. Owners who wish to rent out their properties short-term should be required to register through a national online system. This registration would enable the state to maintain accurate data on rental activity, enforce minimum standards, and collect relevant taxes. More importantly, it empowers municipalities to tailor enforcement based on local conditions, whether by limiting the number of units, maximum rental units per building or addressing local infrastructure strain.

The second layer involves empowering communities themselves. Current Thai law does not formally recognise the role of condominium co-owners or juristic persons in regulating STRs. However, legal reform could change this. Building bylaws could be granted legal weight, allowing communities to set binding rules on rental activity, such as whether STRs are permitted, how many days per year a unit may be rented, or whether STR units must pay higher maintenance fees. Owners could also be required to notify juristic entities in advance and provide emergency contact details to ensure accountability.

This dual approach would allow for flexibility in different residential contexts. In mixed-use or STR-oriented developments, such as "condotels," developers should be required to disclose zoning plans and shared space policies at the point of sale. Differentiating facilities, implementing tiered security protocols, and assigning appropriate maintenance fees would help minimise conflict between long-term residents and short-term guests.

By combining centralised registration with localised rules, this framework respects individual property rights while enabling communities to mitigate negative externalities, like noise, security issues, and wear on shared infrastructure.

Global experiences in STR regulation provide useful benchmarks for Thailand. While strategies vary widely, most are designed to strike a balance between economic innovation and residential stability.

In New South Wales, Australia, STRs are governed through a combination of legislation and a formal code of conduct. Owners must register with local authorities before offering short-term stays, and municipalities are responsible for enforcement, monitoring, and setting local caps on STR density. This structure helps prevent STR oversaturation and protects community interests.

A relevant example may be found in Indonesia, whose tourism landscape and regulatory culture resemble Thailand's. Indonesia has adopted a risk-based approach: large-scale, professional lodging operations are held to stricter standards, while low-risk operators -- such as small villas or unrated STRs -- benefit from more relaxed requirements. Still, all providers must comply with applicable tax regulations and meet core health, safety, and administrative standards, ensuring a baseline of consumer protection without overburdening informal hosts.

These case studies illustrate that regulation does not require a one-size-fits-all solution. What matters is a framework that is responsive, enforceable, and sensitive to local context.

Thailand lacks a legal foundation tailored to the realities of today's short-term rental market. The existing Hotel Act, drafted in a different era, has failed to keep pace with digital platforms and the democratisation of lodging supply. This outdated framework creates uncertainty for both owners and renters, exposes communities to unmanaged externalities, and prevents the state from effectively regulating or taxing STRs.

Reform must begin by establishing legal clarity. A new law should define what constitutes an STR, which types of properties may be eligible, and who has regulatory authority at various levels. Local governments that understand the nuances of their communities should be given primary oversight responsibilities, with clear mandates and tools for enforcement.

At the same time, minimum consumer protection standards should be required across the board. These include basic safety protocols, quality-of-service guarantees, and a requirement that hosts remain contactable throughout the guest's stay. In high-density tourist areas, municipalities should have the flexibility to limit the number of rentals or guests permitted, especially during peak travel seasons, when demand pressures are highest.

The law should also provide mechanisms for community participation. Juristic condominium entities and homeowner associations should have a say in how STRs operate in their buildings or neighbourhoods. Empowering these groups to enforce building-specific rules ensures that STR growth does not come at the expense of community cohesion.

Far from stifling opportunity, a clear legal framework would unlock economic benefits. STRs offer an accessible path for individual property owners to generate income, especially in the wake of Covid-19. Legal recognition would also encourage real estate investment in rental-oriented developments, stimulating the construction sector and generating employment.

Importantly, legal clarity would enable the government to collect taxes more effectively, aligning revenue with the actual use and type of property. A fair, tiered taxation system would ensure that large-scale operators contribute appropriately without burdening small, casual hosts.

Perhaps most critically, effective regulation would reduce the social costs of unregulated STR activity, protecting long-term residents from disruption, preserving community trust, and closing the legal loopholes that allow certain actors to profit without accountability.

Thailand stands at a crossroads. The informal expansion of short-term rentals presents both an economic opportunity and a regulatory challenge. Left unmanaged, it risks disrupting residents and leaving potential tax revenue on the table.

A dual-layer legal framework, grounded in national regulation and strengthened by local governance, can provide the clarity and flexibility needed to manage this evolving sector. Revisiting and modernising outdated hotel laws is no longer optional. It is an essential step toward a fairer, more balanced future for Thailand's housing and tourism landscape.

Wichayada Amponkitviwat is a researcher and Khemmpat Trisadikoon is a senior researcher at TDRI. Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																After years of tap-dancing around the submarine procurement controversy, the government has finally admitted that it may have to take the submarines it ordered from China despite disagreements over engine options, or risk losing the money it handed over as a down payment for the deal.
"We are now limited to two options. Either we take the submarines, or lose the 80% [of the budget] we had put down in advance for the project," Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, in his capacity as defence minister, told the press yesterday.

This wasn't the stance that the Pheu Thai Party took when it was in the opposition just a few years ago. Back then, the party's bigwigs, including Mr Phumtham, not only lambasted the procurement project -- they vowed to sink the subs deal that was inked in 2017 by then-Defence Minister Prawit Wongsuwon with China under a government-to-government deal.

To give credit where it's due, Mr Phumtham actually did try to convince Berlin to allow the Royal Thai Navy to fit the three S26T Yuan-class subs it had ordered from the China Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co (CSOC) with German-made MTU396 engines.

However, in a letter sent to the government last week, Berlin decided to uphold its decision to bar the navy from fitting the subs with German engines, saying it had to abide by the European Union's restrictions on the sales of strategic equipment to China, which it has to comply as a member of the EU and Nato.

This presents the government with a big problem. The navy will now have to consider the engine options proposed by the CSOC, which has never produced an engine that meets the performance requirements outlined by the navy.

It must be noted that this isn't just a contract issue; it is also a safety concern. The navy insisted on using the MTU396s, because not only have the engines been proven to be able to meet the performance and reliability requirements, but they are also widely used by other navies to power their submarines.

For several years, the shipbuilder has lobbied the government to accept the engine options it offered. Last year, the RTN seemed to soften its position, saying it would consider the engine proposed by CSOC. The question is: Has the original contract been amended?

The navy must make safety a priority. It must be remembered that the RTN has limited submarine technology knowledge. The only other country that has agreed to use the option offered by CSOC is Pakistan, which started using the Chinese engines a few years ago.

The problem with this submarine procurement project goes far beyond contractual violations.

The RTN has continuously invested money in this submarine project. Besides the billions of baht it put down as an advance payment, the navy has also forked out three billion baht to build a dock to accommodate the Yuan-class submarines, and commissioned the CSOC to build another ship that will be deployed alongside the submarines. It wouldn't be a surprise if the RTN chose to buy more submarines from the same supplier, even if it cancelled the current deal for contractual violations.

The recent development is bad news for those who want to see more transparency in arms procurement. Lawmakers need to look into the contract and clear any doubts about the engine offered by CSOC. Mr Phumtham and the government must show that they are committed to ensuring public safety as their first and foremost priority.
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									Work together for rule-based trade								
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																For almost 80 years, the multilateral rule-book has been the basis for international trade relations. Under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and its successor, the World Trade Organization (WTO), world trade has expanded at an unprecedented rate, contributing to growth and prosperity around the world. Our countries, Thailand and Sweden, share a long tradition of support for the rule-based trading system.
Sweden joined the GATT in 1950, and Thailand in 1982. As such, both our countries were founding members of the WTO in 1995. In 2025, we therefore celebrate our 30th anniversary of WTO membership together. In cooperation with other like-minded countries, we have worked to improve and protect the system ever since. It is therefore fitting that we are now a long way toward finalising a free trade agreement between us, in Sweden's case via the European Union.

Recently, the US stopped using WTO rules as a point of reference in its trade policy. As a consequence, the rule-based trade that has served us well for many years is under grave threat. Even if the US does not formally leave the WTO, much damage has been done. If the world's leading economic power pursues a trade policy where it sees itself as unbound by international commitments, there is a great risk that more countries will take steps away from a rule-based trading system.

Hopefully, this critical situation will serve to clarify minds and priorities when we enter the final phase of EU-Thailand FTA negotiations. We should never let a good crisis go to waste.

As we face the risk of a new era of protectionism and unilateralism, a great trade paradox is emerging. Twenty-first century research has uncovered stronger links between trade and productivity than predicted by earlier trade theory. And some of the most important productivity effects materialise through imports. At the same time, tariffs and protectionism are in vogue in the political world. We are told that exports are good and imports are bad, that the playing field is unfair, and that trade can do more harm than good. In other words, while trade is used to score populist points in the world of politics, in the real world, where people live, work and do business, trade benefits human welfare more than we knew a generation ago. And some of the main gains come from imports.

One example of a recent trade agreement that we are now beginning to see the effects of is the EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA). Hanh Vu of the Vietnam Briefing recently wrote that, as a result of the agreement, "Vietnam has established itself as the leading exporter to the EU within Asean, driving economic growth, job creation, and greater consumer access to premium European products... Vietnam's export value to the EU has surged by nearly 50%, while imports from the EU have also grown by over 40%."

There are many more examples of what I would call real-world evidence of economic integration that deliver on trade, investment and human welfare.

The US represents around 10% of Sweden's external trade. Our analysis shows that current tariff levels will affect our trade with the US negatively, particularly for some sectors. Damage control in trade relations with the US is important, but it's not the only thing that occupies us now. The main effect of US tariffs is to restructure trade so that the US trades less with other countries, while the rest of us trade more with each other.

In the end, that is mainly a problem for the US. Given such a trade restructuring scenario, it is critical that the EU, Thailand and other like-minded trading partners work together in support of rule-based trade. The best way to do this is to build new supporting structures. The EU-Thailand FTA would be an important pillar in that work. EU trade integration with the CPTPP -- a trade agreement that Thailand has also shown an interest in joining but has not yet submitted a formal application to join -- would be another.

Ultimately, a broad rule-based trade coalition could emerge as the centre of gravity in world trade. Thailand is well-positioned geographically to benefit from such a coalition. As long-standing supporters of such trade, such a development would also be in the broader interest of both Sweden and Thailand.

As mentioned, this year represents Thailand's and Sweden's shared 30-year anniversary of joining the WTO. Hopefully, the current crisis will propel us into action that adds new layers to the rule-based order. If that happens, we will be able to meet again in 20 years to celebrate 50 years of rule-based global trade.

But if we fail the current test, there is a great risk that we enter an era where raw power and unilateralism dominate. Such a system would breed uncertainty, injustice, and economic coercion. The strong would impose their will on the weak, ultimately hurting economic progress, also for their own countries and peoples. Poorer nations, lacking the political or economic clout to defend their interests, would be particularly vulnerable. Instead of rule-based global markets, we would face a trading system where might makes right. Let's work together to make sure that doesn't happen.



Anders Ahnlid is Director General of The National Board of Trade, Sweden.
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        Irish rappers deny Hezbollah support after terror charge
        BELFAST - The Irish rappers Kneecap on Thursday denied supporting a proscribed group and vowed to defend themselves after a singer was charged with a "terror" offence for allegedly displaying a Hezbollah flag at a London concert.

      

      
        Norwegian film gets 19-minute Cannes ovation
        CANNES, France - Director Joachim Trier found himself crying behind the camera as he shot "Sentimental Value", his moving new tale about a quietly fractured family that got an extraordinary 19-minute standing ovation on Thursday at the end of its premiere at the Cannes film festival.

      

      
        A tribute to the 'queen of street food'
        Following a celebrated, multi-year run at international film festivals from Cannes to Moscow, the documentary "Jay Fai: Fire &amp; Soul", a visual portrait of Thailand's improbable culinary wonder,&nbsp; has finally returned to where it all began.

      

      
        New movies out this week: May 22-28
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Thai film 'A Useful Ghost' wins Cannes prize
        CANNES --- The Thai film&nbsp;Pee Chai Dai Ka (A Useful Ghost) has won the Grand Prix at Critics' Week, a parallel section of the Cannes Film Festival, becoming the first Thai film to ever win the prize.

      

      
        The long and brutal voyage
        In 1521, when his galleon finally cut through the treacherous Pacific Ocean, when the island of Cebu first appeared in his sight at the edge of the horizon, when its slender coconut trees and thatched huts and maybe its half-naked inhabitants came into view, when he lays eyes on all of these, what went through the mind of Ferdinand Magellan?

      

      
        Enjoy an evening of opera at the British Club
        The Essential Opera Company is back with The Essential Magic Flute featuring magic music and mayhem to the intimate setting of the British Club, Silom 18, tomorrow and Saturday at 6pm.

      

      
        A beautiful musical journey awaits
        Sala Sudasiri Sobha presents "Aria -- A Romantic And Soul-Stirring Musical Journey" featuring acclaimed musicians Jo Anne Sukumaran and Aya Sakou, on Sunday at 4pm.

      

      
        Denzel takes the day
        Hollywood actor Denzel Washington received a surprise honorary Palme d'Or award at the Cannes Film Festival earlier this week. The accolade was given to him in recognition of his outstanding career.

      

      
        There's hope for J-Hope
        Before BTS began their hiatus, people questioned if the members' solo performances would be as successful as their group performances since the vibe would be different. J-Hope has proved that whether as an individual or a group, BTS members will always have the public's attention. The concert, "Hope On The Stage Tour", has been well received and sold out quickly in many cities such as Seoul,...
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									Irish rappers deny Hezbollah support after terror charge

									Kneecap members say 'carnival of distraction' seeks to avoid discussing real issues
								

								BELFAST - The Irish rappers Kneecap on Thursday denied supporting a proscribed group and vowed to defend themselves after a singer was charged with a "terror" offence for allegedly displaying a Hezbollah flag at a London concert.
								The Iran-backed Lebanese force Hezbollah and the Palestinian militant group Hamas are banned in the UK and it is an offence to support them.

"We deny this 'offence' and will vehemently defend ourselves. This is political policing. This is a carnival of distraction," the band said on X.

Liam O'Hanna, 27, known by his stage name Mo Chara, was charged late on Wednesday with showing support for a proscribed group during a performance on Nov 21.

Daring provocateurs to their fans, dangerous extremists to their detractors, the Belfast group rap in the Irish language as well as English.

They have courted controversy since they were formed in 2017.

Last year the group was catapulted to international fame by a semi-fictionalised film, partly in Irish, partly in English, that won multiple awards including at the prestigious Sundance festival.

The movie, which is laced with music, drugs and biting satire, also made shortlists for Oscar nominations in the best international feature film and best original song categories.

London's Metropolitan Police said officers from its Counter Terrorism Command launched an investigation after a video of the London event in November surfaced online last month.

In its statement, Kneecap attacked the "establishment" for trying to focus attention elsewhere while the population of Gaza suffered, and accused Israel of committing genocide.

"We are not the story. Genocide is. As they profit from genocide, they use an 'anti-terror law' against us for displaying a flag thrown on stage."

The charge follows growing scrutiny of Kneecap's performances after footage circulated online showing political statements made by the band on stage.

One video appeared to show a band member shouting: "Up Hamas, up Hezbollah."

Confrontational style

The band, known for its confrontational style and Irish nationalist, pro-Palestinian and anti-Israel messaging, has denied supporting violence or banned groups.

In April they debuted at the Coachella music festival in California, which band member DJ Provai said was another "milestone" for the group, whose signature look is wearing balaclavas.

They said they had been surprised by the success of the film.

But Mo Chara told AFP in April: "It's an international story of languages being oppressed, because obviously the first protocol for colonialism is to eradicate the language and the culture."

Another video under investigation by London police appears to show the band urging an audience to kill British Conservative MPs.

Kneecap later issued an apology to the families of Labour Party MP Jo Cox, who was killed in 2016, and Conservative lawmaker David Amess, who was killed in 2021.

The rows have turned attention on concert promoters, with a slew of European and US dates lined up for the group this summer.

The trio were also scheduled to perform at a festival in London on Friday. It was not immediately clear if that concert would go ahead.

Several of their gigs have already been cancelled, including three in Germany and one in the UK, while the British government has urged the Glastonbury festival organisers to "think carefully" about the band's planned appearance there next month.

Kneecap's manager Dan Lambert said there was a coordinated campaign to target Kneecap for their outspoken views on Israel's offensive on Gaza.

Israel has repeatedly denied charges of genocide in the occupied Palestinian territory.

Prominent British musicians and groups including Paul Weller, Massive Attack, Brian Eno, Pulp and Primal Scream have also defended Kneecap and signed a letter denouncing a "concerted attempt to censor and de-platform Kneecap".
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									Norwegian film gets 19-minute Cannes ovation

									Stars include Elle Fanning, a 'massive fan' of director Joachim Trier
								

								CANNES, France - Director Joachim Trier found himself crying behind the camera as he shot "Sentimental Value", his moving new tale about a quietly fractured family that got an extraordinary 19-minute standing ovation on Thursday at the end of its premiere at the Cannes film festival.
								"It sounds cheesy," he said, "but I wept a lot making this film because I was so moved by the actors" playing members of an arty family in Oslo who cannot talk to each other despite all their supposed sophistication.

"The actors are my friends. I know that they were being halfway a character and halfway themselves. And that they were also dealing with stuff," said the maker of The Worst Person in the World, which landed the Norwegian two Oscar nominations and won newcomer Renate Reinsve the best actress award at Cannes in 2021.

Many critics that year said it also should have won the Palme d'Or top prize.

"We were a family too," said Trier, rehearsing his script around the kitchen table of the beautiful old wooden home in Oslo where the film was shot, itself a character in the film.

The heads that keep butting in Trier's on-screen family are the absent father, an art-house filmmaker who has long been put out to grass, played by Swedish legend Stellan Skarsgard, and his stage actress daughter (Reinsve).

"I think a lot of families carry woundedness and grief," Trier said.

"And talk often doesn't help. It gets argumentative. We get stuck in our positions, the roles we give each other unconsciously."

Elle Fanning a 'mensch'

The bad old dynamics are changed by the arrival of a Hollywood star -- Elle Fanning playing someone only millimetres from her real self -- a fan of the father, who comes bearing lots of Netflix dollars to revive one of his long-stalled scripts.

"We don't get too many Hollywood stars wanting to be in small Norwegian-language films," Trier joked.

But just like her character in the film, Fanning got the part through complete fandom, flying to Oslo between shooting the Bob Dylan biopic, A Complete Unknown, and the new Predator in New Zealand.

"I am a massive fan" of Trier, she told AFP in Cannes, where the film is in the running for the Palme d'Or.

"I think The Worst Person in the World is easily one of the best films in the last decade or even longer. It is just perfect.

"When Joachim sent me the script I read it and I was just crying and crying by the final page. It is so emotional," Fanning added.

"It's a very personal piece for Joachim and you can just feel that rawness in it."

Trier -- who comes from a family steeped in the Scandinavian film industry -- admitted it is all very "meta. You're making a film about a family with your filmmaking family. And you've got a meta Hollywood star."

But they are not that many parallels with his biological family.

"It's not like I'm throwing anyone under the bus. My whole family has actually seen the film and are very supportive," he said.

The filmmaker father, he insisted, is a mash-up of great auteurs such as Ingmar Bergman, Krzysztof Kieslowski and John Cassavetes.

Trier, 51, is famous for the bond he builds with his actors and he praised Fanning as the latest member of the family.

"She is a real mensch -- a really kind and collaborative, cool person," he said.

Trier 'magic'

The "magic" that Fanning said Trier creates on set comes from taking your time, he told AFP, taking on the big themes with a light, humorous touch.

"Anyone who's had experience of therapy -- and I have -- will know that it's about the silences and letting things arrive. Very often is also the case with actors," said Trier.

"We had quite a few moments like that in the film actually. Renate would look at me and I look at her and I say, 'What was that? That was interesting.' And we don't talk about it anymore.

"But when people see it in editing, they go, 'Wow!'

That was also the reaction of most critics at Cannes, with The Hollywood Reporter calling it "exquisite" and Vanity Fair saying it was "gorgeous and gripping".

Ellise Shafer of Deadline said "Sentimental Value sneaks up on you... and has one of more satisfying endings I have seen in some time, perfectly pitched and worth the wait for its human truth."
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									A tribute to the 'queen of street food'

									Documentary on Jay Fai premieres in Bangkok
								

								Following a celebrated, multi-year run at international film festivals from Cannes to Moscow, the documentary "Jay Fai: Fire & Soul", a visual portrait of Thailand's improbable culinary wonder,  has finally returned to where it all began.
								The Thai premiere of Jay Fai: Fire & Soul coincided with the documentary's official worldwide release on the Utopicfood! YouTube channel. The event featured an appearance by the 81-year-old grand dame of street cooking.

Supinya "Jay Fai" Junsuta, a cook whose journey from modest beginnings to Michelin-starred acclaim has made her a symbol of resilience, creativity and the spirit of Thai street food. The screening also marked Jay Fai's appearance on stage at the last edition of Copenhagen's MAD Symposium in 2018, which will be revived this year after a seven-year hiatus. 

[image: ]

Jay Fai: Fire & Soul traces Supinya's rise from poverty, including a devastating house fire that wiped out her family's savings. Self-taught and a fierce perfectionist, Jay Fai transitioned from tailoring to cooking, creating signature dishes like her world-famous crab omelette.

Years of tireless work behind her charcoal-fired woks earned her international fame and Bangkok's first Michelin-star awarded to a street food vendor. Through exclusive interviews and candid moments, the film offers an unprecedented look into Jay Fai's remarkable personal and professional life.
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									New movies out this week: May 22-28

									Will 'Lilo & Stitch' be unaffected by Disney live-action remake curse?
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

Lilo & Stitch

Directed by Dean Fleischer Camp.

Who's in it?

Billy Magnussen, Hannah Waddingham and Tia Carrere.

What's it about?

A lonely Hawaiian girl befriends a runaway alien, helping to mend her fragmented family.

Why watch it?

Tia Carrere, the original voice of Nani Pelekai in "Lilo & Stitch" (2002), is cast in this film as Mrs. Kekoa, a new character.



[image: ]

Final Destination: Bloodlines

Directed by Zach Lipovsky and Adam B. Stein.

Who's in it?

Kaitlyn Santa Juana, Teo Briones and Rya Kihlstedt. 

What's it about?

Plagued by a recurring violent nightmare, a college student returns home to find the one person who can break the cycle and save her family from the horrific fate that inevitably awaits them. 

Why watch it?

Final film of actor Tony Todd before his death, he was visibly in rough shape while filming but he pushed through to reprise his iconic role.



[image: ]

John Wick: Chapter 3 -- Parabellum

Directed by Chad Stahelski.

Who's in it?

Keanu Reeves, Halle Berry and Ian McShane.

What's it about?

In this third instalment of the adrenaline-fuelled action franchise, skilled assassin John Wick returns with a US$14 million price tag on his head and an army of bounty-hunting killers on his trail. After killing a member of the shadowy international assassin's guild, the High Table, John Wick is excommunicado, but the world's most ruthless hit men and women await his every turn. 

Why watch it?

Before the release of the newest instalment in the series. 
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									Thai film 'A Useful Ghost' wins Cannes prize

									Critics' Week award comes 15 years after top honour for 'Uncle Boonmee'
								

								CANNES -- The Thai film Pee Chai Dai Ka (A Useful Ghost) has won the Grand Prix at Critics' Week, a parallel section of the Cannes Film Festival, becoming the first Thai film to ever win the prize.
								An independent production directed by Ratchapoon Boonbunchachoke, A Useful Ghost deliciously blurs the line between comedy, horror and satire, in a story about a ghost wife (Davika "Mai" Hoorne) who returns to live with her husband by possessing a vacuum cleaner.

The wacky setup is a shell, since the film also serves up a hard-hitting political allegory about the ghosts of Thailand's political violence.

The Critics' Week prize for A Useful Ghost comes 15 years after Apichatpong Weerasethakul made history by becoming the first Thai film to win the Palme d'Or, the top award in Cannes's main competition, for Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives.

Two years ago, Tiger Stripes, directed by Amanda Eu, became the first film from Malaysia -- and from Southeast Asia -- to win at Critics' Week, a section reserved for first or second features by emerging filmmakers.

The main awards ceremony of the Cannes Film Festival will take place on May 24.

						

							
						



	Related: A conversation with Ratchapoon Boonbunchachoke
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									The long and brutal voyage

									Magellan, by the Filipino director Lav Diaz, is one of the best films showing at Cannes
								

								In 1521, when his galleon finally cut through the treacherous Pacific Ocean, when the island of Cebu first appeared in his sight at the edge of the horizon, when its slender coconut trees and thatched huts and maybe its half-naked inhabitants came into view, when he lays eyes on all of these, what went through the mind of Ferdinand Magellan?
								In Magalhaes (Magellan in English), we see, or we think we see, a light in his eyes, the light of a dreamer at the realisation of his dream -- but also, a light of a fanatical explorer who, at one point in the film, speaks honestly about how his expeditions are fulfilling nothing but the greed of European kings.

Magalhaes is a new film conceived by the Filipino director Lav Diaz and stars Mexican actor Gael Garcia Bernal as Ferdinand Magellan, the Portuguese explorer of the 16th century who, sailing for the Spanish king, ended up on the shore of the Philippines and began the brutal process of colonising it.

Diaz, one of the most respected filmmakers at work in Southeast Asia, brings to this international project his trademark aesthetics: measured pacing, understated drama, and an almost-transcendental insight into human psychology, obsession and madness. But here, Diaz also makes it all compact and narrative-driven. The shots are not as long as usual, and the film runs at 156 minutes -- short, very short indeed, compared to Diaz's penchant for long form cinema that can go up to nine hours at times (it's likely that a much longer version of Magellan might appear soon after Cannes).

The story begins in Malacca, in the Malay Peninsula, in 1504. Magellan serves the mission in its quest to expand Portugal's colonial project, and we lay our eyes on the blood, the dead natives and the irrepressible greed that would wash over Asia throughout that century. In Malacca, we're also introduced to another character, Enrique (Amado Ajay Babon), a slave who would accompany Magellan on his trips and become the first man to circumnavigate the globe (his story has already been told in detail by another Filipino filmmaker, Kidlat Tahimik).

Magellan returns to Portugal and marries Beatriz (Angela Avezedo). Rejected by King Manuel of Portugal, he goes to Seville to seek patronage from the Spanish court and, once received, heads west across the Atlantic for the Spice Islands in Indonesia. Diaz portrays this oceanic voyage with muted elegance -- this is not a bloated historical epic that aims to spectacularise these men and their cruel adventures -- undercut with moments of tension as the sailors rile and Magellan becomes more and more possessed by the desire to find shore.

In Cebu, his men land and make contact with chieftain Raja Humabon (Ronnie Lazaro). It's all friendly and civilised, until it's not. Magellan introduces Christianity to the locals, but when they refuse to give up their idols, once again dead bodies pile up on the beach. This battle presents a chilling image not because of its dramatic intensity; rather, by not showing the actual killings and instead giving us the gruesome aftermath, the film leaves a feverish aftertaste that's more powerful and tragic to viewers who are on this side of the Pacific.

Diaz tells this story from a dual point of view: of Magellan, and his own. This is a film about colonialism through the sane, reflective eyes of the colonised. Magalhaes is one of the best movies premiering at Cannes Film Festival this year (it's shown in the non-competitive Premiere section, prompting us to wonder why it wasn't included in the competition). It's likely that the film will arrive at one of the film festivals in Thailand later in the year.



The Cannes Film Festival runs until Saturday.
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									Enjoy an evening of opera at the British Club

									
								

								The Essential Opera Company is back with The Essential Magic Flute featuring magic music and mayhem to the intimate setting of the British Club, Silom 18, tomorrow and Saturday at 6pm.
								Held in collaboration with Bangkok Community Theatre, the production will see Prince Tamino set off to rescue the beautiful Pamina from the mysterious Sarastro, armed only with a magical flute that can tame wild beasts. Along the way, meet a dazzling array of spellbinding characters, from the chilling Queen Of The Night (Minnie Jirut Khamlanghan) and her scheming ladies-in-waiting, to a comical lovesick bird-catcher who goes by the name of Papageno (Alasdhair Doran).

The production will be fully staged and performed in modern English by rising local opera stars, trained and specialising in the refined and agile vocal style that defines the composer's work.

The Essential Opera Company is Bangkok's own homegrown opera co-operative that gives young Thai singers the opportunity to perform major operatic roles in fully staged productions. This production will feature four exciting young local singers in the principal roles, each one bringing their own unique energy and personality to the stage.

After Glyndebourne-style drinks on the lawn, guests will be treated to a full buffet dinner in the club's signature Surawong Room, before enjoying Mozart's masterpiece.

Tickets cost 2,500 baht including a buffet dinner. Seats are limited.

Visit ticketmelon.com.
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									A beautiful musical journey awaits

									
								

								Sala Sudasiri Sobha presents "Aria - A Romantic And Soul-Stirring Musical Journey" featuring acclaimed musicians Jo Anne Sukumaran and Aya Sakou, on Sunday at 4pm.
								The evening will bring a lyrical and expressive programme for bassoon and piano inspired by the vocal beauty of bel canto arias. The duo will render a selection of elegant, romantic and emotionally rich works that highlight the deep, singing quality of the bassoon alongside the colour and sensitivity of the piano.

At the heart of the programme is Camille Saint-Saens' Sonata For Bassoon And Piano, a cornerstone of the instrument's repertoire, balancing charm, wit and emotional depth. Liszt's well-known Un Sospiro follows, offering a moment of lyrical piano brilliance.

Charles Koechlin's rarely performed Sonata explores delicate textures and harmonic colour in three contrasting movements, while Mikhail Glinka's Sonata, arranged by I Kostlan, brings 19th-century Russian lyricism and vivacity.

Contemporary voices also find their place in the repertoire. Thai composer Tontao Chuaiprasit's evocative Far, So Far Away From offers a modern and introspective landscape for the duo. The concert concludes with Gustav Schreck's Sonata, a powerful Romantic work that brings both warmth and drama.

Sukumaran is a sought-after bassoonist known for her expressive playing and innovative projects. Pianist Sakou brings deep musical insight to her wide-ranging repertoire as a soloist and chamber musician. Together, they have performed across Europe and Asia, including appearances in Singapore and Bangkok.

Tickets cost 500, 1,000, 1,800 and 2,500 baht and can be purchased from salasudasirisobha.com.
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									Denzel takes the day

									
								

								Hollywood actor Denzel Washington received a surprise honorary Palme d'Or award at the Cannes Film Festival earlier this week. The accolade was given to him in recognition of his outstanding career.
								The 70-year-old was in Cannes for the premiere of Spike Lee-directed film Highest 2 Lowest where Washington takes the lead role and stars alongside Jeffrey Wright, Ilfenesh Hadera and A$AP Rocky.

Over 40 years in the entertainment business, he serves not just as an actor but also a producer and director. In 2016, he was selected as the recipient for the Cecil B. DeMille Lifetime Achievement Award at the 73rd Golden Globe Awards. He won two Oscars (Best Supporting Actor for Glory and Best Actor for Training Day) and three Golden Globes among many others.

Now let's have a look at some of his famous works.

The Book Of Eli

Washington takes the lead role as a drifter in this post-apocalyptic drama who fights his way across a ravaged America while protecting a sacred book that holds the secrets to humanity's salvation. He was nominated for Best Actor at the 2010 Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror Films Awards while he also won Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture at the 2011 Image Awards. Now streaming on Netflix.

[image: Ethan Hawke and Washington in Training Day. imdb.com]
Ethan Hawke and Washington in Training Day.



Training Day

Washington won the Best Actor Oscar for his role as a highly decorated narcotics officer who for one day has to work with Jake, another LAPD officer (starring Ethan Hawke) to evaluate him for the narcotics squad. Hawke won Best Actor in a Supporting Role for the film. Available on Apple TV+.

[image: Flight. imdb.com]
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Flight

Troubling questions arise after airline pilot Whip Whitaker makes a miracle landing following a mid-air catastrophe. The film got two Oscar nominations (Washington for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role, and John Gratins for Best Writing, Original Screenplay). Now streaming on Netflix.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3031595/denzel-takes-the-day



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									There's hope for J-Hope

									The BTS rapper took screaming Thai fans on a journey at Impact Arena
								

								Before BTS began their hiatus, people questioned if the members' solo performances would be as successful as their group performances since the vibe would be different. J-Hope has proved that whether as an individual or a group, BTS members will always have the public's attention. The concert, "Hope On The Stage Tour", has been well received and sold out quickly in many cities such as Seoul, Chicago, New York, Oakland, Mexico City and Bangkok.
								J-Hope performed "Hope On Stage In Bangkok", organised by Live Nation Tero, at Impact Arena earlier this month. While the concert title came from his latest album Hope On The Street Vol.1 released last year, the concept of the stage presentation was inspired by his previous album Jack In The Box. Therefore, the main stage which featured multiple lifts was inspired by cubic elements. The stage aesthetic was well designed with innovative and ingenious creativity.

The concert kicked off with a video of J-Hope who discovers a mystery box. Then, the puzzling notes of the song What If rang out, captivating the audience. The stage lifted up and lights in the arena, including fans' light sticks, turned red. Fans screamed wildly when J-Hope, wearing a red outfit and sunglasses, stood on the top of the platform. What If is a soulful rap song where J-Hope questions himself and his music career. It shows his vulnerable side despite being a famous rapper/singer.

The second song Pandora's Box is an intense rap number which probably was the inspiration for the opening video. In Greek myth, after Pandora's Box was opened, evil was released into the world. However, hope (or J-Hope) still remains and he is like "Jack in the Box" -- a pleasant surprise to the fans. During Pandora's Box, J-Hope set the stage on fire with his energetic, powerful rapping. The stage's backdrop displayed J-Hope's shadow and a clown's shadow, switching back and forth.

[image: ]
"Hope on Stage in Bangkok"



The energy in the hall went through the roof when J-Hope sang Arson, a hip-hop song with alternative rock elements. The fans sang loudly to the lyrics, especially the "burn burn burn" part. J-Hope continued on to sing another fun rap song, Stop.

The concert vibe became more relaxed when J-Hope sang his collaborative songs which feature pop, hip-hop and rap elements such as Lock/UnLock (feat Benny Blanco and Nile Rodgers), I Don't Know (feat Huh Yun-jin of Le Sserafim) and I Wonder (feat Jungkook of BTS).

Two mellow English songs, Sweet Dreams (feat Miguel) and J-Hope's solo, Mona Lisa, seemed to be fan favourites. They sang along from beginning to end. While Mona Lisa is an R&B song that compliments the beauty of a girl, Sweet Dreams is a melodious serenade. J-Hope said these songs were specially created for his fans.

Unlike many rappers, J-Hope has a pretty wide range of vocals and excellent singing techniques. While he delivers rap with powerful, razor-sharp rhymes, his vocal singing is beautiful and can harmonise with other singers.

[image: BIGHIT]

As the lead dancer of BTS, J-Hope is known for his discipline and hard work in practising moves until they are flawless. Hence, every single move of J-Hope at the concert looked effortlessly beautiful. During songs without choreography, J-Hope's movement was fluid and graceful. In the songs with choreography, he executed moves flawlessly and was in perfect sync with his backup dancers. It is obvious that J-Hope was well prepared for the concert since he could sing and dance through 27 songs with no signs of fatigue and maintained a steady voice projection throughout.

His fan club, Army, was fantastic -- they made the concert more fun and impressive. They were so energetic and active, constantly interacting with J-Hope. When J-Hope took a water break, they showed their support and affection for him by screaming to him and shouting "J-Hope" which made J-Hope smile brightly. Their excitement and energy increased when J-Hope sang a set of BTS songs, such as Airplane Pt.2, Mic Drop, Baepsae and Ego. J-Hope also performed his iconic dance song Chicken Noodle Soup which Army members sang along loudly to.

J-Hope communicated with fans in English and spoke some Thai phrases, but at the end of the show, he spoke in Korean to express gratitude to Thai fans. Members of BTS have a special bond with Thai fans since they have always welcomed BTS warmly even when the group was not famous. J-Hope said that he was surprised to receive loud screams from Thai fans at the airport, but that made him realise that it was the fandom energy. I heard that on the second day, fans sang and screamed even louder until J-Hope put his mic down. The mic drop symbolised his respect for his fans due to their extremely energetic interaction and their appreciation for him.

[image: BIGHIT]

Future and Neuron were the last two songs at the encore. Future is a melodious song about an uncertain future while Neuron's key message is: "We will never give up."

Life may not always be easy, even for J-Hope who is still a member of global sensation BTS. The band's members has proved that they deserve to be the world's biggest boy band since they have never compromised on quality. Audiences expect high-standard performances and BTS members consistently meet those expectations with great dedication and effort.
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