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Trump Lectures South African President in Televised Oval Office Confrontation

President Trump showed a video and leafed through printouts that he falsely claimed showed widespread persecution of white South Africans. The country's president tried to correct the record.

Video: Trump Repeats False Claims to South African President

President Trump shared a video with President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa that he claimed showed evidence of racial persecution against white South Africans.


By Erica L. Green and Zolan Kanno-Youngs
Erica L. Green and Zolan Kanno-Youngs cover the White House.


May 21, 2025 at 10:02 AM

In an astonishing confrontation in the Oval Office on Wednesday, President Trump lectured President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa with false claims about a genocide against white Afrikaner farmers, even dimming the lights to show what he said was video evidence of their persecution.

The meeting had been expected to be tense, given that Mr. Trump has suspended all aid to the country and created an exception to his refugee ban for Afrikaners, fast-tracking their path to citizenship even as he keeps thousands of other people out of the United States.

"We've had tremendous complaints about Africa , about other countries too, from people," Mr. Trump said. "They say there's a lot of bad things going on in Africa, and that's what we're going to be discussing today."

The meeting quickly became a stark demonstration of Mr. Trump's belief that the world has aligned against white people, and that Black people and minorities have received preferential treatment. In the case of South Africa, that belief has ballooned into claims of genocide.

At first, the two leaders seemed to glide over the most contentious issues, focusing instead on golf and a bit of foreign policy. Mr. Ramaphosa brought along two South African golfers, Ernie Els and Retief Goosen, as guests, in a nod to the American president's favorite sport.

But the discussions took a turn when a journalist asked what it would take for Mr. Trump to change his mind and see there was no "white genocide" in South Africa.

Mr. Ramaphosa, answering for the president, said: "It will take President Trump listening to the voices of South Africans."

Mr. Trump was ready with his response. "Turn the lights down and just put this on," he told his aides.

A booming video mash-up began to play, including footage of people calling for violence against white farmers in South Africa. One clip showed white crosses planted alongside a rural road stretching far into the distance, which Mr. Trump said were part of a burial site for murdered white farmers. The crosses were actually planted by activists staging a protest against farm murders.

Mr. Trump played a video during the meeting with Mr. Ramaphosa that made false claims about a genocide against white Afrikaner farmers. Eric Lee/The New York Times


By the end, with the stunned South African president looking on, Mr. Trump began flipping through a stack of papers, apparently showing white victims of violence in South Africa: "Death, death, death," he said.

At least one of the scenes on the screen appeared to be the rallying cry of "Kill the Boer," which U.S. officials and Afrikaner activists have cited as evidence that white South Africans are being persecuted. Boer means farmer in Dutch and Afrikaans.

The governing party of South Africa, the African National Congress, distanced itself years ago from the chant, which was popularized by the leader of another political party.

Mr. Ramaphosa said the video did not show the full picture of his country.

"We have a multiparty democracy in South Africa that allows people to express themselves," he told Mr. Trump. "Our government policy is completely against what he was saying."

Mr. Ramaphosa acknowledged his nation suffered from a crime problem. But his delegation tried to explain that it was widespread and not specific to white South Africans.

"We were taught by Nelson Mandela that whenever there are problems, people need to sit down around a table and talk about them," Mr. Ramaphosa said.

There have been killings of white South Africans, but police statistics do not show that they are more vulnerable to violent crime than other people. White South Africans are far better off than Black people on virtually every marker of the economic scale.

The encounter in many ways exemplified Mr. Trump's selective concern over human rights in other countries.

While he showcased allegations of mistreatment of white people in democratic South Africa, just a week ago he traveled to three Middle East countries ruled by repressive regimes and told them he would not lecture them about how they treat their own people.

He cheerfully visited with and praised the Saudi crown prince who, according to the C.I.A., ordered the murder and dismemberment of a Washington Post journalist during Mr. Trump's first term. Mr. Trump did not offer a word of reproach.

Afrikaner refugees at O.R. Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg preparing to leave South Africa for the United States this month. Ilan Godfrey for The New York Times


The encounter in some ways echoed the February visit to the Oval Office by President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine. Mr. Trump and Vice President JD Vance berated Mr. Zelensky in front of TV cameras, cutting short a visit meant to coordinate a plan for peace.

The meeting with Mr. Ramaphosa on Wednesday was also striking because of the ways in which Mr. Trump dismissed attempts to push back on his fringe claims by those who knew most about them.

Mr. Trump scowled and dismissed Mr. Ramaphosa and his delegates during the meeting, including a Black woman who tried to explain that brutal crimes happen to Black people in the country as well.

By contrast, Mr. Trump joked around and listened attentively as Mr. Els, Mr. Goosen and Johann Rupert, a white South African billionaire, said crime was prevalent across the board in the nation, not just against white farmers.

Mr. Ramaphosa entered the meeting seemingly optimistic about maintaining a cordial conversation with Mr. Trump. He offered olive branches to Mr. Trump, including a book about golf. He complimented Mr. Trump's decor in the Oval Office.

He even tried to joke with the president, who had become irate when a reporter asked him about a free plane from the Qatari government.

"I am sorry I don't have a plane to give you," Mr. Ramaphosa said to Mr. Trump.

"I wish you did," Mr. Trump replied. "I'd take it. If your country offered the U.S. Air Force a plane, I would take it."

Mr. Trump seemed more intent on relaying the talking points from leaders of Afrikaner lobbying groups, who have traveled to the United States repeatedly over the years to gather support for their claims of persecution. When one of those groups met with Mr. Trump's top aides this year, the White House identified them as "civil rights leaders."

At one point, Mr. Trump referred to another apparently informal adviser on South Africa.

"Elon is from South Africa," Mr. Trump said, waving at the billionaire Elon Musk, who was standing nearby, close to Stephen Miller, Mr. Trump's deputy chief of staff.

Mr. Musk has been among the most vocal critics of the South African government, and has lashed out at Mr. Ramaphosa on social media.

"Elon happens to be from South Africa," Mr. Trump said. "This is what Elon wanted."

Mr. Ramaphosa said he also wanted to discuss trade with the United States, and Mr. Trump looked visibly bothered as Mr. Ramaphosa talked about the benefits of U.S.-South Africa partnership. Mr. Trump shrugged and handed the South African president the articles he claimed detailed violence against white farmers.

"I want you to look good," he said, as he turned back to his claims of land seizures in South Africa. "I don't want you to look bad."

John Eligon and Edward Wong contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/21/us/politics/trump-ramaphosa-south-africa-visit.html
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Judge Finds U.S. Violated Court Order With Sudden Deportation Flight to Africa

Lawyers for some of the eight migrants deported Tuesday said they were told they were being sent to South Sudan. People familiar with the flight said it had landed for the time being in Djibouti.

An April judicial ruling ordered officials to give immigrants being deported to countries other their own at least 15 days to challenge their removal. Jose Luis Gonzalez/Reuters



By Alan Feuer, Tyler Pager, Hamed Aleaziz and Mattathias Schwartz



May 21, 2025 at 05:38 PM

A federal judge in Boston said on Wednesday that the Trump administration had violated an order he issued last month barring officials from deporting people to countries not their own without first giving them sufficient time to object.

The finding by the judge, Brian E. Murphy, was one of the strongest judicial rebukes the administration has faced so far in a series of contentious cases arising from its sprawling deportation agenda.

It was not immediately clear what punishment, if any, Judge Murphy intended to mete out against the administration or those who took part in the operation, but he asked for a list of names of everyone involved so he could notify them that they might face criminal contempt penalties.

The judge's decision came at a hearing in Federal District Court in Boston to consider an emergency motion filed by lawyers for a group of men who they said were deported after being told they were being sent to South Sudan, a violence-plagued country in Africa.

As the hearing began, officials from the Homeland Security Department in Washington disclosed that eight immigrants had been deported Tuesday on a flight to a third country, but they refused to say where the men were going.

While much of the discussion at the court hearing took place under seal, Judge Murphy said that the government had given the deported men little more than 24 hours' notice that they were being removed from the United States -- a time frame that he described as "plainly insufficient."

"The department's actions in this case," he went on, "are unquestionably violative of this court's order."

Judge Murphy, who was appointed by former President Joseph R. Biden Jr., said the administration's violation could ultimately result in a finding of criminal contempt. He also said he was searching for a way to provide the men some version of the due process they had been denied.

In an order after the hearing, the judge said the men should have legal representation and be granted an interview, which would allow them to tell U.S. officials if they feared being sent to a different country.

According to two people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly, the flight carrying the deportees had landed for now in the East African nation of Djibouti. U.S. military personnel in Djibouti were standing by to assist with securing detainees if needed, one U.S. official said.

Flight-tracking data shows a private jet owned by a company that has previously provided deportation flights left an airport in Harlingen, Texas, on Tuesday around noon local time. The aircraft, a Gulfstream V, crossed the Atlantic Ocean, stopped at an airport in Shannon, Ireland, and continued on to Djibouti, where it landed on Wednesday. Flight-tracking data shows it was the only U.S.-registered civilian aircraft to land in Djibouti on Wednesday.


When pressed Wednesday about where the plane was headed, Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for D.H.S., would say only that South Sudan was not the final destination for the flight.

Documents provided by D.H.S. showed that the eight men were citizens of Cuba, Laos, Mexico, South Sudan, Burma and Vietnam, and had been convicted of crimes including murder, sexual assault and robbery.

"We conducted a deportation flight from Texas to remove some of the most barbaric, violent individuals illegally in the United States," Ms. McLaughlin told reporters, adding that the offenses the men had committed were "uniquely monstrous and barbaric."

Hours after the hearing ended, Judge Murphy issued an order laying out how he intended to provide due process to the men on the deportation flight.

He said that each of them should be provided access to a lawyer and given an interview in which they could inform the government if they had reason to fear being sent to a country like South Sudan.

If the government did not believe the claims, Judge Murphy said, the men would have 15 days to challenge that determination. The United States would then have to arrange housing for them as they awaited a final decision.

During the hearing, Trina Realmuto, a lawyer for the detainees, called this proposed remedy "a legal and logistical nightmare," and asked the court to give lawyers face-to-face access to the detainees, not just phone calls.

Shortly after the hearing, she said such a measure was necessary to ensure the well-being of the detainees, who had been in limbo for more than a full day.

"We are concerned with every hour that passes that they are remaining on this plane," Ms. Realmuto said. She added that little was known about the men's condition and that she could not disclose the plane's location, which was discussed before Judge Murphy in a closed portion of the hearing.

Ms. Realmuto and her colleagues had rushed to court on Tuesday to ask Judge Murphy to intervene in the possible deportations to South Sudan.

During that initial Tuesday hearing, Judge Murphy said he was concerned that his order had been violated. The order, which was handed down in April, directed officials to allow any immigrants who wanted to contest their removal to a country not their own at least 15 days to challenge the deportation.

Those challenges needed to be based on "credible" fears that the immigrants would face danger if they were sent to a third country.

Flight-tracking data shows that the plane that traveled from Texas to Djibouti is owned by Journey Aviation, a charter aircraft company that has worked for the U.S. government.

In an email, the chief executive of Journey Aviation declined to comment, referring questions to the Homeland Security Department.

The same private jet was used by the U.S. government during a prisoner swap with Russia, flying the basketball star Brittney Griner back to the United States, according to its tail number and footage of that swap.

It was not immediately clear how South Sudan would handle the arrival of U.S. deportees. A government spokesman did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The world's youngest nation is teetering on the brink of civil war. The country is facing a major political crisis as Vice President Riek Machar lingers under house arrest and awaits investigation on charges of inciting a rebellion to topple the government.

Mr. Machar's arrest comes on the heels of surging violence in the northeast Upper Nile State, which has displaced tens of thousands of people, some of whom have fled to neighboring Ethiopia. The escalating political crisis dovetails with a humanitarian crisis, with rising food insecurity and outbreaks of diseases including cholera.

The questions raised about the flight to Africa marked the fourth time in the past month that immigration lawyers have accused the Trump administration of bending -- if not outright violating -- the order by Judge Murphy. The other accusations have involved a flight of Venezuelan immigrants from Cuba to El Salvador, a planned flight of Laotian, Vietnamese and Filipino immigrants to Libya and the deportation of a Guatemalan man to Mexico.

During the hearing on Wednesday, Judge Murphy also had harsh words for the administration about how it handled the removal of the Guatemalan man, who is known in court papers by his initials, O.C.G.

In late March, an official from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement said in a sworn declaration that O.C.G. had been told he was being sent to Mexico and asserted that he was not afraid of being sent there.

But on Friday, just before the ICE official was scheduled to answer more questions under oath, the Justice Department abruptly told Judge Murphy that the initial declaration was erroneous. Department lawyers acknowledged that they were now unable to find anyone who had told O.C.G. that he was going to be deported or heard him assert that he was fine with being sent to Mexico.

In court on Wednesday, Judge Murphy said he intended to get to the bottom of the error, which the Justice Department said was unintentional.

"This is a really big deal," the judge said. "It's a big deal to lie to a court under oath."

The standoff in Judge Murphy's Boston courtroom is only one of several deportation proceedings in which the administration has faced accusations of both denying immigrants due process and of flouting court orders.

Late last week, the Supreme Court issued a ruling highlighting the lack of due process that immigrants received in a case involving the administration's use of the Alien Enemies Act, a rarely invoked 18th-century wartime law.

In that ruling, justices said that the administration's current policy of giving immigrants 24 hours to challenge deportations under that law "surely does not pass muster."

In a similar case, a federal judge in Washington, James E. Boasberg, has opened an inquiry into whether Trump officials violated an order he issued in March seeking to stop flights of immigrants to El Salvador under the Alien Enemies Act.

That inquiry is temporarily on hold as the appeals court that sits over Judge Boasberg considers a request by the Justice Department to end it. Judge Boasberg is also considering whether to allow immigration lawyers to continue their efforts to seek a court order forcing the government to bring back about 140 Venezuelan men who went sent on the flights to El Salvador without first being given due process.

The same three flights, which took off from an airport in Texas on March 15, have triggered two other contentious legal cases.

In one of them, a federal judge in Maryland, Paula Xinis, has opened an inquiry into whether Trump officials have violated a Supreme Court ruling to "facilitate" the release of Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia, a Maryland man who was deported to El Salvador on one of the March 15 flights, despite a court order expressly forbidding him from being sent there.

In the other, another federal judge, Stephanie A. Gallagher, in the same judicial district has ordered the government to the facilitate the return of a different man -- a 20-year-old Venezuelan -- who was also deported to El Salvador on the flights, but in violation of a totally different court order.

Judge Gallagher's ruling was temporarily upheld on Monday by a federal appeals court in Virginia, which noted the Trump administration's repeated efforts to sidestep court rulings.

"As is becoming far too common," one of the appeals court judges, Roger Gregory, wrote, "we are confronted again with the efforts of the executive branch to set aside the rule of law in pursuit of its goals."

Reporting was contributed by Eric Schmitt from Washington; Abdi Latif Dahir from Nairobi; Riley Mellen from New York; and Aric Toler from Kansas City.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/21/us/politics/south-sudan-deportation.html
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A Clean Energy Boom Was Just Starting. Now, a Republican Bill Aims to End It.

The party's signature tax plan would kill most Biden-era incentives, but there's a sticking point: G.O.P. districts have the most to lose.

A wind turbine in Carbon County, Wyoming.



By Brad Plumer and Harry Stevens



May 13, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Sprawling wind farms in Wyoming. A huge solar factory expansion in Georgia. Lithium mines in Nevada. Vacuums that suck carbon from the air in Louisiana.

Over the past three years, companies have made plans to invest more than $843 billion across the United States in projects aimed at reducing planet-warming emissions, driven by lucrative tax credits for clean energy provided by the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act.

But only about $321 billion of that money has actually been spent, with many projects still on the drawing board, according to data made public this month by the Clean Investment Monitor, a joint project of the Rhodium Group and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Now, much of the rest, about $522 billion, will depend on action playing out on Capitol Hill. Republicans in Congress are hotly debating proposals to roll back tax credits for low-carbon energy as they search for ways to pay for a roughly $4 trillion tax cut package favored by President Trump.


Discussions continued on Wednesday over the sprawling House G.O.P. domestic policy bill. Republicans on the Ways and Means committee have proposed effectively ending most of the Inflation Reduction Act's tax incentives.

A tax credit for low-carbon electricity sources like wind, solar, nuclear or geothermal power would be phased out over the next few years. Rebates for consumers to buy electric vehicles would mostly disappear by the end of 2025. Tax breaks for domestic factories that make batteries or solar panels would contain new restrictions that could make them extremely difficult to access. Incentives for producing hydrogen fuels would end this year.

While shrinking those tax credits could help Republicans save hundreds of billions of dollars, it could also cause companies to abandon plans for new nuclear reactors or battery factories. More than three-quarters of pending investments were planned in Republican-held congressional districts.


"It's jobs, it's tax revenue into local communities," said Ben King, an associate director at the Rhodium Group, a research firm that tracks investment data with M.I.T.'s Center for Energy and Environmental Policy Research. "It does represent a meaningful economic change in some of these places."

The prospect of repeal has set off a furious lobbying battle in Washington, with energy companies pleading with lawmakers to preserve the tax breaks.

At least three dozen Republicans have asked their colleagues to keep at least some tax credits to protect jobs in their districts and reduce electricity prices. But a nearly equal number of conservative House members are pushing publicly to kill the climate law altogether.


One Republican supporter is Representative Juan Ciscomani of Arizona, whose district includes an electric vehicle factory and several solar projects under construction. "When I looked initially at the energy tax credits and how they were benefiting Arizona, a lot of those projects were underway, the jobs had been created, the ball was more than rolling at that point," Mr. Ciscomani, who was elected in 2022, said. "So it made sense for me to stand up for that."

If the tax credits are completely rescinded, it would sharply reduce future demand for electric vehicles, batteries, solar panels and wind turbines, according to projections by the Rhodium Group. The effect would be compounded if the Trump administration moved forward as planned with undoing Biden-era tailpipe pollution limits for cars and trucks, which would have pushed automakers to sell more electric vehicles.


The uncertainty around the tax credits, as well as confusion over Mr. Trump's tariffs, has led many low-carbon energy companies to put their investment plans on hold.

In the Midwest, Heliene, a solar manufacturer, has paused plans to build a $350 million factory that would produce cells for solar panels, which today mostly come from China. Martin Pochtaruk, Heliene's chief executive, said it was too risky to finance the plant without clarity on whether Congress would maintain tax credits for domestic energy manufacturing.

"Right now, we see a lot of folks just waiting," said Jason Grumet, chief executive of the American Clean Power Association, a renewable industry trade group. "People are not canceling things, but they're also not breaking ground."

"There is a remarkable tension right now, between probably the best fundamentals for investment in the energy sector that we've seen in a generation and the greatest amount of uncertainty that we've seen in the generation," Mr. Grumet said. "That is a collision that all manufacturing now is trying to navigate."

The Fate of Low-Carbon Electricity

The biggest tax breaks in the Inflation Reduction Act were for companies that build power plants that generate electricity without emitting any planet-warming greenhouse gases. Those credits were set to remain in place for many years to come, until emissions from the U.S. electricity sector fell 75 percent from 2022 levels.

So far, power companies have mainly taken advantage of these credits to propose new solar, wind and battery plants in places like Texas, California, Wyoming and Arizona, since those technologies are ready today. But the credit was designed to also spur a wave of innovative nuclear reactors, advanced geothermal plants, fusion plants, hydroelectric dams and novel types of batteries over the next decade.


The credits have already allowed developers to install solar panels on sites as varied as a carport in New Mexico and a shuttered coal plant in Illinois, said Russ Bates, chief executive of NXTGEN Clean Energy Solutions, a low-carbon energy developer.

Yet those credits may wind down much faster than many companies expected. Under the House bill, as of Wednesday morning, the full clean-electricity credits would only apply to new power plants that are "in service" by 2028, which would exclude a large array of wind, solar, nuclear and geothermal plants that are under development but won't be completed by then.


In South Carolina, Gov. Henry McMaster, a Republican, recently warned that, without the tax credits, efforts to expand nuclear power in his state "are dead."

What Congress decides could reshape the nation's power grids. If the credits are repealed entirely or severely restricted, one study found, wind and solar installations would likely fall by half over the next decade, while electric utilities would burn more fossil fuels like coal and gas instead. That could lead to higher electricity prices, since renewables are often the quickest and easiest source of power for utilities to build. Emissions would also rise.

Risks for Domestic Supply Chains

Perhaps the most visible effect of the Inflation Reduction Act so far has been a surge of domestic manufacturing. Four years ago, the United States had hardly any capacity to build solar panels, wind turbines or lithium-ion batteries. Most of that happened in China and elsewhere.

That's quickly changing.

The law gave hefty tax breaks to wind and solar developers if they used components made in the United States. It also doled out additional tax credits for domestic clean-energy factories. In addition, billions of dollars in funding from a 2021 bipartisan infrastructure law allowed the Biden administration to support domestic supply chains, including mining for key elements like lithium.


That has had a major effect in places like Dalton, Ga., once known as the nation's carpet manufacturing capital. In 2023, Hanwha Qcells, a Korean solar company, announced it would invest $2.5 billion to expand its factory in Dalton, creating the largest solar panel manufacturing facility in the Western Hemisphere.

"It's a newer technology for us, but it's one we're excited to be making right here," said Jason Mock, president of the Greater Dalton Chamber of Commerce.

If all the solar factories currently planned in the United States get built, the country would have the capacity to produce three times as many solar panel modules as were installed in 2024, according to an analysis by the Rhodium Group and M.I.T. Yet the solar industry is still reliant on countries like China for many underlying components, such as the polysilicon wafers.


It's a similar story for batteries: The number of U.S. factories that are currently planned would build enough lithium-ion modules and cells to satisfy future demand for electric vehicles, although progress has been much slower in building up domestic supplies of raw ingredients like graphite and lithium.

It's not clear if those supply chains will survive. In the House bill, Republicans proposed sharp new restrictions on the use of materials from China, which could make it difficult for many U.S. factories to qualify.

The bill would also end by next year a $7,500 consumer tax credit for electric cars that is available for buyers of cars largely produced in the United States. That would reduce demand for electric vehicles, which would in turn affect a broad swath of battery manufacturing and demand for critical minerals like lithium.

A solar panel on the assembly line at the Qcells solar panel factory in Dalton, Ga. Christian Monterrosa for The New York Times


A Hyundai plant that builds electric vehicles near Savannah, Ga., in March. Mike Stewart/Associated Press


At least 24 factories have been set up in the United States to produce electric cars that qualify for the credit, including a Ford plant making plug-in hybrids in Louisville, Ky., and a General Motors battery plant in Ohio, according to a study from Atlas Public Policy, a research firm.

Near Savannah, Ga., Hyundai invested in a $7.5 billion factory to build some of its most popular electric vehicle models, which qualify for the consumer credit. Local politicians, who spent years persuading Hyundai to come to the site, are concerned about possible changes to law.

"It's difficult for a company to invest somewhere and then conditions change," said Bert Brantley, chief executive of the Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce. "So our take is that some consistency is helpful for companies as they make large investments."

Still, Mr. Brantley said he hoped that Georgia could continue to be a leader in electric vehicle production regardless of what happens to the tax credits. "This is a long-term play, we hope to be at it for a long time," he said.

Other Energy Technologies in Limbo

Over the past three years, the federal government has also been supporting a broad array of emerging energy technologies that are less mature, including low-carbon hydrogen fuels that could power trucks, new processes to make cement and steel without emissions, as well as technologies to pull carbon dioxide out of the air.

Many of these projects could potentially qualify for tax breaks in the Inflation Reduction Act. Others have been supported by billions of dollars in grants and loans from the Department of Energy.

In Western Minnesota, DG Fuels plans a $5 billion plant to produce aviation fuel from agricultural waste. In Indiana, Heidelberg Materials, a cement maker, wants to capture the carbon dioxide it emits and bury it underground. In Louisiana, a company is planning to make a low-carbon ammonia that could be used for fertilizer.

New Orleans, which has become a major hub for exporting natural gas, has seen a boom in new industries like carbon capture and hydrogen that could help cut emissions in the future. "We're becoming very diversified," said Michael Hecht, president of Greater New Orleans, Inc., the economic development agency for southeast Louisiana.


But as part of the tax bill, House Republicans have proposed ending a tax credit for hydrogen fuels by the end of this year. At the same time, the Trump administration has proposed deep cuts and encouraged widespread layoffs at the Energy Department, which historically has played a leading role in nurturing new technologies.

The debate in Congress over the future of federal energy spending could affect the direction of entire industries.

"Other countries are rapidly scaling up investments in green steel, green cement, low-carbon manufacturing," said Lindsey Baxter Griffith, chief executive of Clean Tomorrow, a nonprofit organization focused on technological innovation in energy. "Without a clear strategy here, we risk falling behind."






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/13/climate/ira-repubican-tax-bill-clean-energy.html
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American Breakfast Cereals Are Becoming Less Healthy, Study Finds

They contain increasing amounts of sugar, fat and sodium and decreasing amounts of protein and fiber.

 Joe Raedle/Getty Images



By Andrew Jacobs



May 21, 2025 at 07:46 PM

Breakfast cereals, a heavily marketed, highly processed mainstay of the American diet, especially among children, are becoming less healthy, filled with increasing amounts of sugar, fat and sodium, according to a study published Wednesday in the journal JAMA Network Open. The study also found that cereals' protein and fiber content -- nutrients essential for a healthy diet -- have been in decline.

The findings, based on an analysis of 1,200 new or reformulated cereal products introduced in the United States between 2010 and 2023, are likely to add fuel to the ongoing debate about the relationship between processed food, mounting childhood obesity and the rising prevalence of chronic diseases.

The debate has gained greater prominence in the months since health secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. began using the federal bully pulpit to excoriate ultra-processed foods as part of his "Make America Healthy Again" campaign. Mr. Kennedy, who has declared that "sugar is poison," last month announced that the Department of Health and Human Services would work to remove some artificial dyes from the U.S. food supply, citing concerns about their impact on children's health.

Shuoli Zhao, a professor of agricultural economics at the University of Kentucky and a co-author of the new study, said the findings were especially notable given evolving consumer awareness about the links between excess consumption of sugar, salt and saturated fat and chronic conditions like diabetes, hypertension and cancer.

"What's most surprising to me is that the healthy claims made on the front of these products and the nutritional facts on the back are actually going in the opposite direction," he said.

The analysis, based on data gathered by the marketing consultancy Mintel, did not identify brand names, nor did it capture information on purchasing and consumption habits. The vast majority of the 1,200 products it analyzed were relaunches of existing cereals, including so-called reformulations that alter a product's taste or nutritional content, Professor Zhao said.

The study found that the total fat content per serving of newly launched breakfast cereals increased nearly 34 percent between 2010 and 2023, and sodium content climbed by 32 percent. Sugar content in the newly introduced products rose by nearly 11 percent, according to the analysis.

So-called ready-to-eat cereals are the most commonly consumed food product among children aged 5 to 12, according to Department of Agriculture data, and nearly a third of all American children eat cereal each morning. In contrast, only 15 percent of children have fruit with their breakfast, and just 10 percent consume eggs, according to the data.

Kellogg Company, General Mills and Post Holdings, the three largest makers of breakfast cereals in the United States, did not respond to requests for comment.

Peter Lurie, executive director of the Center for Science in the Public Interest, a nutrition advocacy group that was not involved in the study, said he was surprised to learn that large food companies have not made a more concerted effort to reduce the sugar, salt and fat content of their breakfast cereals.

"It's extraordinary that, at a time when Americans are becoming more health conscious, a product often marketed as offering a healthy start to one's day is actually getting less healthy," he said.

Although the category is not inherently unhealthy, many nutritionists take a jaundiced view of American breakfast cereals given the sky-high sugar content of some products, like Lucky Charms and Cap'n Crunch.

Dr. Josephine Connolly-Schoonen, executive director of the nutrition division at Stony Brook Medicine, said the findings of the study highlighted the dilemma many parents face when navigating supermarket aisles.

"It reinforces my belief that the food marketplace is very confusing, and that's not by accident," said Dr. Connolly-Schoonen, who was not involved with the study. "The food industry engineers the confusion."

Her breakfast recommendations to parents include overnight oats, fruit, eggs, peanut butter and whole grain breads. "We need to continue to try to break through the noise and give very strong messages about what is healthy, and that includes whole foods; foods that look like they did when they were alive," she said.

Some of the cynicism voiced by nutrition experts stems from the fact that many food companies offer healthier versions of the same cereal brands in Canada and in Europe. More recently, the sugar and sodium content of breakfast cereals served in American schools has also been declining, a result of federal legislation passed in 2010 that set new nutrition standards for the meals, which sustain 14 million students each day. Stricter limits on sugar content go into effect this summer, and the standards tighten even further in 2027, according to the School Nutrition Association.

Diane Pratt-Heavner, a spokeswoman for the association, said she hoped food companies would begin voluntarily offering those healthier school-based products to the general public. "If we're encouraging kids to eat healthier at school," she said, "then we want them to be eating healthier at home too."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/21/health/cereal-nutrients-unhealthy.html
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Hochul Apologizes to Native Americans for Boarding School Atrocities

Gov. Kathy Hochul of New York visited Seneca land on Tuesday to apologize for the state's operation of a boarding school that "sanctioned ethnic cleansing" of Native American children.

 Jalen Wright for The New York Times



By Jay Root
Reporting from the Seneca Nation's Cattaraugus Territory


May 20, 2025 at 09:26 PM

Gov. Kathy Hochul traveled to the territory of the largest Native tribe in New York State Tuesday to apologize for the atrocities committed at the long-closed Thomas Indian School, where Native children were systematically stripped of their culture and language and subjected to abuse.

The school opened in 1855 on Seneca Nation territory as the Thomas Asylum for Orphan and Destitute Indian Children, and, unlike the many federally operated boarding schools that housed Native American children, it was overseen by state authorities.

"But instead of being a haven for orphaned children, it became a place of nightmares, a place some would call a torture chamber," Ms. Hochul said. "A site of sanctioned ethnic cleansing."

A federal reckoning of the legacy of these boarding schools for Native American children began a few years ago, and led to an apology from then-President Biden last year. But the trauma inflicted by New York State at the Thomas Indian School, which took a strikingly similar approach to the forced assimilation of Native children in schools run by the U.S. government, has largely remained in the shadows.

On Tuesday morning, Ms. Hochul's appearance on the Seneca Nation's Cattaraugus Territory, about an hour south of Buffalo, thrust the school's history into the spotlight.

Students at the school, including those shown outside a boys' dormitory in 1910, were forced into labor as part of their education. New York State Archives


Ms. Hochul met with over a dozen members of the Seneca Nation, some now using canes and wheelchairs, who attended the school, which shut down in 1957. All around them were reminders of the ordeals faced by many of the 2,500 Native children who were sent to the school during more than a century of operation.

They gathered in a building that sits on land once used by the school, situated next to its old red brick infirmary, repurposed as the Seneca Nation Tribal Courts Building.

After her private meetings, Ms. Hochul walked past a row of placards describing the involuntary family separations, hard labor and physical and sexual abuse that occurred at the school. One of the placards featured an oversized copy of an 1892 article in The Buffalo Enquirer, under the headline, "Simply Awful. Poor Indian Orphan Girls Beaten, Starved and Horribly Ill-Treated."

As Ms. Hochul met with the Thomas Indian School survivors, a crowd of Senecas awaited her speech outside, where tribal members in traditional regalia opened the public portion of the ceremony with a prayer in the Seneca language and ancient dances.

The Seneca Nation president, J.C. Seneca, whose father attended the Thomas Indian School, welcomed Ms. Hochul to the "sacred ground" where he said some of the souls of those who suffered at the school still wander.

Then the governor stepped up to the microphone and delivered a formal apology that Seneca leaders said they never thought they'd hear. "On behalf of the State of New York, I, Governor Kathy Hochul, apologize to the Seneca Nation of Indians and survivors and descendants from all nations who attended the Thomas Indian School."

The governor acknowledged the gesture was "long overdue" but called it a first step toward healing and better relations with the tribe.

"I cannot change the horrors of the past," she said. "I wish I could just wipe it all away."

Presbyterian missionaries founded the institution in 1855 after a typhoid outbreak left dozens of children orphaned and destitute, according to a historical account of the school published in Judicial Notice, a journal specializing in New York legal history.

Denise Jimerson Hill carries a sign highlighting survivors of the Thomas Indian School, before Gov. Kathy Hochul delivered the formal apology. Jalen Wright for The New York Times


Many survivors and their descendants still refer to the school as "Salem," a mispronunciation of the word asylum. Though it was a private institution, the New York Legislature appropriated money for the construction of the facility and provided annual funding, while officials in Albany oversaw the instruction. New York State finally took it over in 1875 and eventually renamed it the Thomas Indian School.

In 1892 scandal first struck the school when allegations of sexual abuse surfaced about the superintendent, John H. Van Valkenburg, "ranging from illicit relations with young female residents to mishandling of the institution's finances," according to the Judicial Notice article.

Mr. Van Valkenburg, whose efforts to rid the Native children of their "inherited shiftlessness" included forced labor outside the school, escaped criminal punishment after a court ruled he was "insane," Lori Quigley, the author of the article, said.

Some welcomed Ms. Hochul's visit, said to be the first by a sitting New York governor to the Seneca Nation's traditional territories.

"It's about time that someone acknowledged the harm that New York State has done over the generations to our people," said Dianna Beaver, a septuagenarian whose grandmother attended the Thomas Indian School.

But others say the overdue apology was not enough to counter what they perceive as hostile treatment from the governor. Three years ago, Ms. Hochul froze the Nation's bank accounts as a way to force payment of $564 million in gambling revenues from its casinos, a move that she characterized as "playing hardball" to resolve a longstanding dispute.

She then directed $418 million of that money toward the financing of a new home for the Buffalo Bills. The tribe contends it never owed the money, though federal courts backed the state's demands.

The Seneca Nation's gambling compact with New York State is considered one of the least generous for native tribes in the United States. Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times


And Ms. Hochul and the tribe have yet to forge a renewal of the Seneca casino compact, whose current arrangement of 25 percent revenue share for the state and weak protections from competitors make it one of the worst arrangements for Native tribes in the United States. The two sides have been at a stalemate over a renewal since the compact expired about 18 months ago.

Elliott Tallchief, 85, who recalled having his mouth washed out with soap for speaking his Native language at the school in the 1940s, said the atonement should have come sooner.

"They should have started a long time ago," he said. "My healing hasn't started yet. Here I am in my 80s. So where does my healing begin?"

Mr. Seneca, who was elected president of the tribe in November, was more diplomatic. He had urged the governor to make a formal apology during a meeting with her in Albany several weeks ago, and said that Ms. Hochul had "compassion" for the Senecas and called her visit a step toward making progress on "the bigger issues that we face."

Ms. Quigley, an enrolled Seneca member and Niagara University professor, said the damage from the Thomas Indian School has reverberated through the generations, contributing to depression, alcoholism and other ills. Her own aunt was sexually abused at the school and her mother "was never shown love" -- only hatred and disdain, she said.

"I don't believe in an apology, and a lot of the survivors that I've interviewed in my research over the years have said the same thing," she said. "I think what people over the years have looked for more than anything was a simple acknowledgment that this school existed, that terrible atrocities were done to the children who lived there."
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Bill Belichick Was Always in Control. Then He Fell for Jordon Hudson.

The romance between Mr. Belichick, the 73-year-old former coach of the New England Patriots, and his girlfriend, Jordon Hudson, 24, has roiled the worlds of professional and collegiate athletics.

Bill Belichick and Jordon Hudson say that they met on a JetBlue flight while she was a student at Bridgewater State University in Massachusetts. Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images



By Katherine Rosman
Katherine Rosman traveled to Bridgewater and Provincetown, Mass.; Hancock and Portland, Maine, and deep into the comments of Jordon Hudson's Instagram.


May 20, 2025 at 08:00 AM

When Bill Belichick appeared on ABC's "Good Morning America" last week to promote his new book, "The Art of Winning," the most revealing moment of the interview had nothing to do with his storied N.F.L. coaching career or his new job leading the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's football program.

In fact, it was not about Mr. Belichick or his book at all. It was about the 73-year-old football coach's 24-year-old girlfriend.

"A lot has been made about your relationship with Jordon Hudson," said the host, Michael Strahan, himself a former N.F.L. star. "It's been getting a lot of attention."

Then he paused to note: "She isn't here this morning."

In the five months since the University of North Carolina announced it had hired Mr. Belichick as its new head football coach, giving him a five-year-contract that could be worth more than $50 million, Ms. Hudson has been there, standing not behind her man, but more often next to him -- if not in front.

She was at the U.N.C. news conference announcing Mr. Belichick's hire, at the Super Bowl in New Orleans, at the sidelines of U.N.C. football offseason events and courtside at a U.N.C. basketball game.

Most notably, she was on set at a "CBS Sunday Morning" interview of Mr. Belichick, informing the reporter in a moment captured on camera that he would not be answering a question about how the two had met.

Mr. Belichick shows up for her too. When Ms. Hudson competed this month in the Miss Maine USA pageant in a dimly lit Holiday Inn ballroom, Mr. Belichick was there, keeping his eye fixed on her every evening-gown-and-bikinied strut.

When she was announced as the second runner-up, a disappointing showing after having been first runner-up last year, she blew kisses at the audience and placed her hands over her heart, not unlike Taylor Swift might at the end of an Eras Tour concert.

Her boyfriend did not clap -- that is not The Belichick Way -- but he took her hand after the competition and whisked her away in a Mercedes.

Mr. Belichick should be the most famous person in their relationship. But right now he is a side-player in a spectacle that is built on the public's fascination with young women who date much older, wealthier men and a provocative Instagram account in which Ms. Hudson has asserted herself as a partner in full to one of the most successful leaders in the world of professional sports.

Ms. Hudson represented the town of Hancock in the Miss Maine USA pageant this month. She was the second runner-up. Greta Rybus for The New York Times


Ms. Hudson has taken control of the management of his personal brand and used her new status to her own audacious advantage. She has torpedoed an HBO series and attempted to trademark Mr. Belichick's famous catchphrases. On social media, she has posted a steady stream of photos highlighting their romance.

She has hobnobbed with celebrities, promoted political causes and somehow amassed a real estate portfolio worth more than $8 million -- all to the bewilderment of the coach's fans and those close to him, many of whom consider her a distraction or worse.

And Ms. Hudson has told at least one person that she and Mr. Belichick are engaged to be married.

At a moment when the world is contending with issues of worrisome consequence, the romantic saga of a famously grumpy N.F.L. coach and a recent college cheerleader is catnip for much of the public and, let's be honest, reporters too.

Certainly, many people have questions. Is she only after his money? Is everyone just jealous that a man who happens to be a grandfather has an attractive, young girlfriend? Has Mr. Belichick strategically put her on the front line of his own ambition? Or is it, as the podcaster Megyn Kelly suggested, "elder abuse"?

It is unclear what Ms. Hudson's family thinks. But her father, who is 49, sat next to her boyfriend at the pageant.

Mr. Belichick has built a career based on principles of discipline and ignoring media hype, so the current drama has particularly roiled the worlds of professional and collegiate athletics. Just as Mr. Belichick is trying to restart his career after a bitter breakup with the N.F.L.'s New England Patriots, social media scrollers, football fans and the press are focused on how exactly he became so smitten that he has staked his reputation on a woman 49 years his junior.

"I think it's ironic that a man who really controlled everything -- and I mean everything -- now is being controlled by some other person," said Upton Bell, a former general manager of the Patriots.

"You can't just point at the woman here and say, 'She is being controlling,'" he added. "That only happens if you let yourself be controlled."

'Permissibility of Non-Conformity'

The day before Super Bowl LIX in New Orleans in February, dozens of celebrities lined up to walk the red carpet at the annual party hosted by Fanatics, the sports merchandise and trading card company. There was Gayle King, Pete Davidson, Kevin Costner, Martha Stewart and Eli Manning.

Mr. Belichick arrived with his date, Ms. Hudson. Dressed in a Carolina T-shirt, he was asked to pose for the phalanx of photographers but declined.

Ms. Hudson, however, was game. "I will!" she said, according to a person who attended the party. She stood before the flashbulbs, wearing a long Patriots hoodie as a minidress, paired with knee-high white boots.

Neither Ms. Hudson nor Mr. Belichick agreed to be interviewed for this story, and spokesmen for the Patriots, the N.F.L. and the U.N.C.'s athletic department declined to comment.

But on social media, Ms. Hudson has been less restrained.

Ms. Hudson accompanied Mr. Belichick to a Super Bowl party in New Orleans.  Mike Coppola/Getty Images for Fanatics


Since she hard-launched their romance on Instagram last year, she has continued to show off their relationship, regardless of the tsunami of public mockery and criticism it has generated.

"I will not be cyber-bullied into submission," she wrote online, after posting a photograph of herself dressed like a mermaid with Mr. Belichick as a fisherman reeling her in. "I will continue to stand for love, authenticity and permissibility of nonconformity. They can burn me at the stake, but they cannot burn out my light!!"

She has been equally persistent in availing herself of professional opportunities created by Mr. Belichick's career -- and in making herself a character on the Chapel Hill stage. In January, she posted a photo meant to invoke U.N.C.'s greatest athlete, the basketball luminary Michael Jordan, and seemingly inviting Nike to reach out to her for a brand partnership. She appears in a Carolina sweatshirt, with a caption that reads: "Air JordOn 1 coming Fall of 2025. Consider this a formal pitch."

On LinkedIn, she lists her job titles as chief operating officer of Belichick Productions and chief executive officer of Trouble Cub Enterprises. As a producer, she is not off to a strong start.

This winter, producers at N.F.L. Films decided that a new season of its sports docuseries, "Hard Knocks," would focus on Mr. Belichick's efforts to build the U.N.C. football program ahead of the 2025 season. HBO agreed to air it.

But days before they were set to announce the series, Ms. Hudson demanded she be granted content approval and partial ownership of the show, according to a person familiar with the deal who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized by producers to speak to a reporter.

N.F.L. Films pulled the plug.

The producers later learned that Ms. Hudson was also in negotiations with another production company, EverWonder, to make a similar series, according to the person familiar with the situation. Ian Orefice, the chief executive of EverWonder, declined to comment.

By the spring, Ms. Hudson was focused on applying for a slew of trademarks for phrases associated with Mr. Belichick's leadership of the Patriots, including "No Days Off," and "Do Your Job" -- presumably to parlay them into content and merchandising opportunities.

Trouble is, the Patriots have held the trademarks on these phrases for years. So Ms. Hudson took a page from Ms. Swift, who rerecorded some of her albums as "(Taylor's Version)" after her original recordings were sold without her involvement or financial participation.

Ms. Hudson applied for trademarks on "No Days Off (Bill's Version)," and "Do Your Job (Bill's Version)," among several others.

Ms. Hudson's role in Mr. Belichick's affairs truly exploded into public view last month, when CBS News aired its interview with Mr. Belichick. "We're not talking about this," she interjected sternly when the reporter Tony Dokoupil asked him how the romance began.

Ms. Hudson's companies have applied for trademarks on various slogans and phrases connected to Mr. Belichick. United States Trademark and Patent Office


It was a public relations debacle that continues to reverberate.

As the press circled, a podcaster, Pablo Torre, reported that U.N.C. would "ban" Ms. Hudson from its football facilities.

The university denied this. "While Jordon Hudson is not an employee at the University or Carolina Athletics, she is welcome to the Carolina Football facilities," the school said in a statement. "Jordon will continue to manage all activities related to Coach Belichick's personal brand outside of his responsibilities for Carolina Football and the University."

Mr. Belichick defends Ms. Hudson's involvement. "She's been terrific through the whole process, and she's been very helpful to me," he said in his ABC interview. "She does the business things that don't relate to North Carolina that come up in my life so I can concentrate on football."

But her assertive tactics are ruffling feathers in Chapel Hill.

Soon after the university announced to great hoopla that it had hired Mr. Belichick, some local T-shirt companies and large athletic wear labels began to sell merchandise with the catchphrase "Chapel Bill."

Within days, at least one local business leader received an email from Ms. Hudson warning that "Chapel Bill" was intellectual property, according to a person familiar with the correspondence. Months later, Ms. Hudson applied for trademarks on "Chapel Bill" and "Chapel Bill (Bill's Version)."

Jordon's Version

Hancock, Maine, is a fishing community along a highway that has a small market, a post office and a few roadside seafood shacks.

It is where Ms. Hudson spent her early days, as her parents tried to keep their mussel and seaweed harvesting company going.

By the time Ms. Hudson was in high school, the family business had faltered and they moved to Provincetown, Mass. Her freshman year -- a year after Mr. Belichick won his fourth Super Bowl as head coach -- she made the varsity cheerleading team, according to the Nauset Regional High School yearbook. In her senior year, according to an Instagram post, she was simultaneously enrolled in a cosmetology degree program at New England Hair Academy.

By the end of her first semester of college at Bridgewater State University, where she studied philosophy and criminal justice, she had earned her cosmetology degree. "I have BIG plans for this upcoming year," she wrote on Instagram.

Ms. Hudson was in college during the Covid-19 pandemic, but by February 2021 she was traveling, and making friends as she did.

That month, she and Mr. Belichick have said, they met on a JetBlue flight to West Palm Beach, Fla. -- she calls Feb. 11 their "meetiversary" -- and he signed one of her college philosophy books, "Deductive Logic." Mr. Belichick wrote an inscription: "Jordon, Thanks for giving me a course on logic! Safe travels!" His signature included an accounting of his Super Bowl victories with the Patriots: "Bill Belichick SB 36, 38, 39, 49, 51, 53."

Ms. Hudson has not shared publicly when or how her romantic relationship with Mr. Belichick began in earnest. But by the summer of 2023, she was spending time in Foxborough, Mass., where the Patriots are headquartered.

Ms. Hudson spent her early childhood in rural Maine and went to high school in Massachusetts. Jim Dedmon/USA TODAY Sports, via USA Today Sports Via Reuters Con


When she attended training camp practices, she often wore red pants at the request of Mr. Belichick, so that he might more easily spot her in the crowd, according to a person who knows Mr. Belichick and who spoke on the condition of anonymity because Mr. Belichick had not given him permission to speak to reporters.

That fall, when the Patriots played at Gillette Stadium and stayed at a nearby hotel the night before home games -- as mandated by team policy -- Ms. Hudson frequently joined Mr. Belichick there, according to the person who knows Mr. Belichick.

The team's record that season was a dismal four wins and 13 losses. Mr. Belichick left the team at the season's end.

By last fall, Ms. Hudson and Mr. Belichick began to emerge as a public couple on social media.

On CBS, Mr. Belichick said that though there is an official Instagram account in his name, he does not pay much attention to social media. But whoever does oversee his Instagram page added a comment to Ms. Hudson's mermaid-fisherman photo: "My biggest catch!!!"

A Fisherman's Daughter

Since Mr. Belichick landed his job with U.N.C., Ms. Hudson has emerged as something of a first lady.

She has attended a U.N.C. basketball game, posing courtside wearing a large sweatshirt and white go-go boots. As the football offseason's activities have geared up, she has walked the stadium sidelines in a long snakeskin-like coat and high heels, huddling at moments with Mr. Belichick.

Ms. Hudson shared pictures and a video of Mr. Belichick lying on his back on a beach in Jupiter, Fla., propelling her into the air, her belly on his feet. The video went viral among sports fans. Ryan McFee, an artist in New Bedford, Mass., was so amused by it that he painted the scene, adding a sign on the beach that reads, "The Patriot Way."

He shared an image of the painting on Instagram and tagged Ms. Hudson. She then contacted him and purchased the piece, Mr. McFee said. (He said she asked him to change the sign to "The Belichick Way," which he did.)

He named the painting, made with acrylic and spray paint, "Mona Lisa Vito," a reference to the character from "My Cousin Vinny," which Ms. Hudson told him was the first movie she and Mr. Belichick watched together.

A painter in Massachusetts turned an online photograph of Mr. Belichick and Ms. Hudson into a painting. Ryan McFee

At Ms. Hudson's request, he changed the sign on the beach to say "The Belichick Way." Ryan McFee


On Instagram, she implies that their successes are entwined. On their four-year "meetiversary," Ms. Hudson posted an image of Mr. Belichick's hand on her bare skin, with some of his Super Bowl rings visible. Her hand is placed over his, and she is wearing two rings of her own.

One commemorates the National Cheerleaders Association championship she won as part of the Bridgewater State University team in 2021. The other is a shiny bauble -- what appears to be a pink diamond set next to a white diamond -- on her ring finger.

Ms. Hudson has been using her new position to lobby for the policies and politicians she favors -- primarily issues related to the fishing industry. "As the daughter of displaced fishermen, I care to use my voice to protect the fleeting tradition and heritage of Maine fishing families," she wrote on Instagram.

"I speak for the fishermen for the fishermen have no voice," she wrote in a post.

Ms. Hudson and her sisters were part of a fund-raising campaign to support environmental protection efforts in Maine. Today, she has used her position to lobby on behalf of the state's fishing industry. courtesy of Hancock Historical Society


As part of her efforts, Ms. Hudson met with Senator Susan Collins, a Republican from Maine, at her office in Washington, D.C., the senator's spokesman said.

Ms. Hudson is also dabbling in global politics. When Zoran Milanovic was re-elected president of Croatia, Ms. Hudson posted photos of her and Mr. Belichick meeting with him and his aides in Zagreb, Croatia. (Mr. Belichick is of Croatian descent and was given an award for representing Croatia in America.)

"The People of Croatia have given you their sacred vote," Ms. Hudson wrote on Instagram. "We are looking forward to connecting with you again in the quinquennium, Mr. President."

Mr. Milanovic did not respond to a request for comment.

Ms. Hudson celebrates those who celebrate her beau, and she disses those who dis him.

When she attended Super Bowl festivities with Mr. Belichick, she was photographed ambling around New Orleans wearing an Atlanta Falcons Super Bowl LI shirt. That was the Super Bowl in which the Falcons -- who last year declined to hire Mr. Belichick -- lost to the Patriots in a come-from-behind thriller. As she no doubt anticipated, photographs of her in the shirt made their way around the internet.

Ms. Hudson also has fans. "We have a new it-girl on campus," intoned the narrator of a breathless video created by Hellyeah UNC, an Instagram account that covers the school's sports culture. "You may know her boyfriend as our new football coach. But Jordon Hudson is the real star moving to Chapel Hill."

While she is a source of buzz and fascination on the internet, most of those who know her do not want to talk about her -- at least not publicly.

Bridgewater State students partying at "Senior Night" at Emma's Pub and Pizza near campus scurried away when approached by a reporter.

People who know Ms. Hudson are reluctant to talk publicly about her and her romance with Mr. Belichick.  NHL Images/NHLI via Getty Images


"We are not allowed to talk about her," said one member of the cheer squad before walking swiftly to the other side of the bar.

One person who had no problem invoking her was the Bridgewater State commencement speaker, the telecom billionaire Robert Hale Jr.

At the university's graduation ceremony on Friday, held at Gillette Stadium where the Patriots play, he noted with self-deprecation that the students might have hoped for a more esteemed speaker -- perhaps a member of the Kraft family, which owns the team, or the current head coach, Mike Vrabel. Or, Mr. Hale said, "the old, old, old one, Belichick" who has "very, very, very strong ties with very, very recent alumni." This got a big laugh.

Ms. Hudson attended college through May 2023, but did not earn a degree, according to the university's spokeswoman. Still, she remains a student of philosophy, the very topic that engrossed Mr. Belichick on that fateful JetBlue flight four years ago.

"'What constitutes love?' or 'what makes someone worthy of loving?'" she pondered in a social media post on Valentine's Day. "With such a limited character count, I cannot dissect nor comprehensively answer these questions, but I will exclaim a few basic concepts."

They included these: "We do not need to justify 'why' we love a particular person," "Love does not discriminate against sex, skin-color, religion, age or ability," and "Love is not as deep as one's pockets."


Read by Katherine Rosman



Kitty Bennett contributed research.

Audio produced by Tally Abecassis.
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News Analysis


If Justice Dept. Can't Prosecute Trump's Foes, It Will 'Shame' Them, Official Says

Prosecutors have long spoken only through court filings, to investigate crimes, not people. That's changing as President Trump demands his administration target enemies, with little evidence of criminality.

Ed Martin, the head of the Justice Department's "weaponization" group, recently said he planned to use his authority to expose and discredit those he believes to be guilty, even if he cannot find evidence to prosecute them. Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/Associated Press



By Glenn Thrush and Alan Feuer
Glenn Thrush reported from Washington, and Alan Feuer from New York.


May 21, 2025 at 05:18 PM

President Trump has kept up a steady bombardment of suggestions, requests and demands to arrest, investigate or prosecute targets of his choosing -- the former F.B.I. director James B. Comey, various Democrats, officials who refuted his election lies, Beyonce, the Boss.

But Mr. Trump's directives have so far hit a stubborn snag. Few, if any, of those singled out have done anything to invite conventional prosecutorial scrutiny, much less committed prosecutable crimes to warrant an indictment under federal law.

But a Trump loyalist, given new, vague and possibly vast power, has found a workaround.

In recent days, Ed Martin, the self-described "captain" of the Justice Department's "weaponization" group, made a candid if unsurprising admission: He plans to use his authority to expose and discredit those he believes to be guilty, even if he cannot find sufficient evidence to prosecute them -- weaponizing an institution he has been hired to de-weaponize, in the view of critics.

"If they can be charged, we'll charge them," Mr. Martin told reporters before stepping down as interim U.S. attorney in Washington. "But if they can't be charged, we will name them. And we will name them, and in a culture that respects shame, they should be people that are ashamed."

He added, "That's the way things work."

President Trump has targeted several officials, including the former F.B.I. director James B. Comey. Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images


That is not the way things have worked. The cardinal rule of prosecutors is to speak only through evidence and court filings. The department is supposed to abide by the dictum of charging crimes, not people. Naming and shaming is antithetical to its mission of pursuing justice impartially. And Mr. Martin's statement appears to violate the department's ethical and procedural rule book, which mandates "fair, evenhanded" investigations to safeguard "the privacy and reputation interests of uncharged" investigative targets.

"Outside of cases where you have someone whose conduct is open and notorious, the idea of targeting individuals is antithetical to the notion of the government investigating crimes, not people," said Daniel C. Richman, a law professor at Columbia and a former federal prosecutor.

"And the person who will be picking out those people has no record of the prudential exercise of judgment in federal prosecutions, but in fact has a record of abusive invocations of government power," he added.

Since taking office, Mr. Trump has blurred, and at times obliterated, the line between personal score-settling and running a country -- threatening law firms that harbor his opponents and using presidential power to punish or intimidate individuals and institutions, often using the threat of Justice Department action as leverage to extract concessions.

Mr. Martin, a cheerful but obdurate activist from Missouri, has often out-Trumped the Trump team. In his brief stint as U.S. attorney, he thrust himself into national politics by leveling threats against Democrats and academic institutions. His subordinates quietly urged him to pump the brakes -- and had to stop him from indicting the Democratic leader, Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, for making a vague threat at Supreme Court justices five years ago.

Some of Mr. Martin's inquiries proceeded. One of them was an investigation into another New York antagonist of Mr. Trump's, Andrew Cuomo, over congressional testimony about his response as governor to the coronavirus pandemic.

Nonetheless, it has all been a bit too much for many in his own party. Earlier this month, Republican senators blocked Mr. Martin's nomination to permanently run the U.S. attorney's office. In recompense, he was given control over the department's pardon office and the weaponization group with authority to pursue Mr. Trump's onetime investigators, including Jack Smith, the special counsel who indicted him twice.

Mr. Martin was given control over the department's pardon office and the weaponization group with authority to pursue Mr. Trump's onetime investigators, including Jack Smith, the special counsel who indicted Mr. Trump twice. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Mr. Martin has virtually no investigative experience. Instead he has signaled he intends to subject the president's accusers to humiliations and inconveniences comparable to what Mr. Trump endured, to right perceived wrongs.

"They tried to bankrupt him, they tried to put him in prison for life for non-crimes, they tried to get him off the ballot," said Mike Davis, a Republican and former Senate Judiciary Committee aide with close ties to the Trump White House. "They must be held accountable for this criminal conspiracy."

A spokesman for Mr. Martin did not immediately respond to a request for comment, though Mr. Trump and his team have said they are rebuilding, not destroying, the department.

"Unfortunately in recent years, a corrupt group of hacks and radicals within the ranks of the American government obliterated the trust and good will built up over generations," Mr. Trump told an audience of supporters at the department in March.

Yet there is a hollowness in the president's effort to spin a vengeance trip as a path back to normalcy. It is undercut by calls to prosecute opponents that began with "Lock Her Up" chants about Hillary Clinton in 2016 and now encompass a breathtaking range of targets.

On April 9, Mr. Trump ordered the investigative review of Miles Taylor, a former official who had criticized him anonymously. On the same day, he directed Attorney General Pam Bondi to open an inquiry into Chris Krebs, a former cybersecurity official who refuted Mr. Trump's false claim that the 2020 election was stolen from him.

Mr. Trump then ordered an investigation of ActBlue, a Democratic fund-raising platform. That was followed this month by higher-profile, if less formal, accusations on social media against liberal entertainers -- including Beyonce, Bruce Springsteen and Oprah Winfrey -- for accepting fees to perform at Kamala Harris's campaign events.

His appointees have followed suit. Richard Grenell, installed as the president of the Kennedy Center, recently called for a criminal investigation into the organization's finances.

The Justice Department has declined to comment on the referrals.

But the threat of action is real, and the department has not been shy about opening investigations or arresting politicians and judges, including the Democratic mayor of Newark over a trespassing charge and a Wisconsin judge accused of shielding an immigrant from federal agents.

The administration has also dropped cases against Trump allies, most notably Mayor Eric Adams of New York, and pardoned Capitol rioters whose convictions were buttressed by evidence. At the same time, it has decimated units responsible for prosecuting white-collar and public corruption cases. That, combined with an energetic focus on vendettas, might create a vacuum of enforcement of real and provable crimes, according to former officials.

It is a sharp turnabout from Mr. Trump's first term, when he accused the Justice Department of violating the protective norms by disclosing details of investigations into his conduct to harm him. It was his main justification for firing Mr. Comey in 2017, after the F.B.I. director publicly acknowledged that he was investigating the Trump campaign's interactions with Russia.

Last week, Mr. Comey returned to center stage after posting an image of seashells arrayed on a beach to read "86 47." Mr. Trump prodded Ms. Bondi to investigate the quickly deleted post as an assassination threat.

Mr. Martin said during an interview without offering evidence that Samantha Power, the former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, had given money to political parties to sway elections. Natalie Keyssar for The New York Times


"That is going to be up to Pam," the president told Fox News, adding, "If he had a clean history I could understand if there was a leniency, but I'm going to let them make that decision."

It remains to be seen if Mr. Martin will be given full control over the weaponization initiative. Some administration aides think he talks too much and would better serve Mr. Trump by backing off, according to officials with knowledge of their dynamic.

But Mr. Martin, already the subject of investigation into his conduct as U.S. attorney, appears set on his course.

During a recent interview with Tucker Carlson, he mentioned that a whistle-blower informed him that Samantha Power, the former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, had given money to political parties to sway elections in another country. He offered no evidence.

"The question is, are we going to get all of it, name it and then hold some people accountable?" Mr. Martin said. "People say, 'Are you going to walk people out in cuffs?' Right now, I'd be happy to just have people know their names."

At another point, Mr. Martin said he viewed himself as being engaged in a "war over information." He cited a letter he had written to Wikipedia accusing it of bias and improperly shielding itself from scrutiny through its tax-exempt status.

He never suggested that Wikipedia had broken the law. He indicated that his letter was to air his view of their actions in the public arena.

"A prosecutor saying that about Wikipedia is vastly different than Tucker Carlson saying it," Mr. Martin said. "And that's the point of the job."

The role of a prosecutor, he claimed, "is not just to find the right guy to prosecute" but to publicize their purported wrongdoing in public.

In a landmark 1940 speech, a top Justice Department official offered another vision.

Robert H. Jackson, then the attorney general, told department employees that the "greatest danger of abuse of prosecuting power" was when an official "finds some person whom he dislikes or desires to embarrass, or selects some group of unpopular persons and then looks for an offense."
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Justice Dept. Opens Inquiry Into Cuomo, Singling Out Another Political Target

After killing a criminal case against Mayor Eric Adams, the Trump administration has begun investigating his chief rival in the New York City mayoral race over his testimony about the pandemic.

Andrew M. Cuomo is challenging Eric Adams, the incumbent, for the New York City mayor's office. Adam Gray for The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


May 21, 2025 at 12:58 AM

The Justice Department has opened a criminal investigation of Andrew M. Cuomo, a front-runner in the New York City mayoral race, after Republicans accused him of lying to Congress about decisions he made during the coronavirus pandemic as governor, according to two people familiar with the matter.

The inquiry, begun about a month ago by the U.S. attorney's office in Washington, comes after senior Justice Department officials in February demanded the dismissal of an indictment of the city's current mayor, Eric Adams, on corruption charges.

That puts the Trump administration in the unusual position of having ended a criminal case against the leader of the nation's largest city and opened one into his chief rival in the span of a few months. Mr. Adams is running for re-election as an independent, and Mr. Cuomo is leading the Democratic primary field in the polls.

The existence of the investigation is sure to fuel further criticism that President Trump and his administration are wielding the Justice Department as a cudgel to achieve political ends and punish his perceived enemies.

Mr. Trump routinely calls for criminal inquiries of political foes and people who have crossed him, often based on what legal experts say are flimsy claims of wrongdoing. His appointees at the Justice Department have increasingly signaled a willingness to use their investigative and prosecutorial powers to carry out Mr. Trump's wishes.

The people familiar with the details of the investigation into Mr. Cuomo spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss it. A spokesman for the Justice Department and a spokeswoman for the F.B.I. declined to comment, citing a general policy of not confirming or denying investigations.

Rich Azzopardi, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, questioned the basis of the investigation. "We have never been informed of any such matter, so why would someone leak it now?" he said. "The answer is obvious: This is lawfare and election interference plain and simple -- something President Trump and his top Department of Justice officials say they are against."

Mr. Cuomo, Mr. Azzopardi continued, "testified truthfully to the best of his recollection about events from four years earlier, and he offered to address any follow-up questions from the subcommittee -- but from the beginning this was all transparently political."

Trump administration officials have insisted that it was the prior, Democratic administration that misused the Justice Department, "weaponizing" it for political ends. They have added that the leaders of the department are following facts to establish a "one-tier" justice system.

It is unclear what effect, if any, word of a federal criminal investigation by the Trump administration may have on Mr. Cuomo's chances in the primary, which will be held June 24. On the campaign trail, Mr. Cuomo has called the president "a bully" and pledged to stand up to him, and it is possible that Democratic voters will view an investigation emanating from Mr. Trump's administration as a badge of honor for the former New York governor.

The investigation raises the potential for the Justice Department to become even more enmeshed in city politics and further disrupted by internal disputes. When a senior department official ordered subordinates to drop the charges against Mr. Adams, who was elected as a Democrat, a host of career prosecutors objected and were either fired or quit in protest.

Senior Justice Department officials in February demanded the dismissal of an indictment of the city's current mayor, Eric Adams, on corruption charges. Angelina Katsanis for The New York Times


The senior official, Emil Bove III, said at the time that it was more important to have the mayor's cooperation with federal deportation efforts. Career prosecutors viewed that reasoning as deeply suspicious, amounting to a kind of quid pro quo that traded away an important corruption case for political gain. Mr. Adams was charged with bribery and wire fraud, accused of trading city government favors for special treatment from Turkish officials. Those charges were dismissed last month.

The new investigation revisits a particularly tumultuous time of Mr. Cuomo's tenure as governor. Early in the pandemic, in March 2020, his administration issued a directive that required nursing homes to accept coronavirus patients from hospitals. While that decision was later criticized as having put vulnerable populations at greater risk, the Cuomo administration insisted it had followed federal guidance at the time, as did many other states.

About a month ago, the U.S. attorney's office in Washington, then led by Ed Martin, opened the investigation, the people said, in response to a longstanding referral by House Republicans. Mr. Martin left the job this month after failing to win enough support from Senate Republicans to be confirmed for the job.

In his four months in office, Mr. Martin announced investigations of Democrats and public institutions, frustrating many career prosecutors who worked in his office and questioned the legal rationale of those cases. He is now the subject of an ethics review by the District of Columbia bar.

The U.S. attorney's office in Washington is now run by Jeanine Pirro, a former Fox News host and prosecutor who has publicly accused Mr. Cuomo of criminal conduct surrounding the coronavirus in nursing homes.

In a 2021 segment on Fox News, Ms. Pirro excoriated Mr. Cuomo for what she said were criminal acts, saying he had given seniors "a death sentence." She argued state prosecutors should investigate him for manslaughter and negligent homicide.

"You cannot escape the consequences of your intentional and reckless acts!" she said, angrily pointing at the camera. "You cannot escape your intentional coverup." The two have a long history in New York politics -- in 2006, Ms. Pirro unsuccessfully ran against Mr. Cuomo for state attorney general.

The new investigation stems from a referral made last year, and renewed this year, by Representative James Comer, a Kentucky Republican who is the chairman of the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee.

Mr. Comer publicly complained that Justice Department officials during the Biden administration had declined to pursue a case against Mr. Cuomo for what Mr. Comer has said were false statements to a subcommittee investigating New York's coronavirus response.

The new investigation stems from a referral made last year, and renewed this year, by Representative James Comer, Republican of Kentucky. Eric Lee/The New York Times


Mr. Comer has argued that Mr. Cuomo lied when he denied editing or drafting a New York State Health Department report on nursing home deaths because of the pandemic. In his testimony, Mr. Cuomo said he was not involved, but added that it was years ago and did not remember doing so.

In 2021, Mr. Cuomo resigned as governor amid a sexual harassment scandal and the looming threat of impeachment.

The federal investigation has been kept under wraps since its inception, and the Justice Department has traditionally sought to avoid taking overt, unnecessary investigative steps in the days leading up to an election.

This is not the first time the Justice Department under Mr. Trump has taken aim at Mr. Cuomo.

In the first Trump term, Justice Department officials began an investigation into coronavirus deaths at nursing homes in New York and other Democratic-run states. In that case, an inspector general report made public this year found that senior Justice Department officials had violated agency rules just before the 2020 election by divulging details of the inquiry.

In the earlier investigation, a later review by the inspector general, Michael E. Horowitz, found that three department officials disregarded the department's confidentiality and news media policy by "leaking to select reporters, days before an election, non-public" details of an open investigation involving nursing home deaths.

According to the report, on Oct. 17, 2020, a senior Justice Department official in the press office texted that the release of the information "will be our last play on them before election, but it's a big one." The Hatch Act bars federal employees from using their government positions to help a candidate or campaign.

Conservatives have long charged that the Cuomo administration deliberately obscured the number of coronavirus cases in nursing homes.

The inspector general found that Justice Department employees had been told to focus on New York and New Jersey, despite data showing that nursing homes in other states, like Texas and Indiana, had worse track records on patient care.

A separate review of how New York handled coronavirus data, conducted by the state attorney general, later found that nursing home deaths because of the coronavirus had been significantly undercounted, possibly by as much as 50 percent.

In the wake of the federal inspector general's report, Mr. Azzopardi said that the findings confirmed that the Trump administration had "corrupted and misused the Department of Justice to influence the 2020 presidential election -- and in the process weaponized the real pain of those who lost loved ones to Covid in a nursing home for their own craven electoral gain."
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Kennedy's Allies Against Pesticides: Environmentalists, Moms and Manly Men

An unlikely group is coalescing around the health secretary's drive for restrictions on atrazine, which is linked to cancer, birth defects and low sperm counts.

The weedkiller atrazine, widely used on corn and other crops in the United States, has been banned in Europe for years. Tim Gruber for The New York Times



By Hiroko Tabuchi



May 20, 2025 at 05:41 PM

In Europe, the weedkiller atrazine has been banned for nearly two decades because of its suspected links to reproductive problems like reduced sperm quality and birth defects.

In the United States, it remains one of the most widely used pesticides, sprayed on corn, sugar cane and other crops, the result of years of industry lobbying. It has been detected in the drinking water of some 40 million Americans.

Now, American environmental groups that have long sought a ban are finding some unexpected allies: the Trump administration and its MAGA supporter base.

This week, a "Make America Healthy Again" commission led by Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is set to issue a report on the causes of chronic illnesses in the United States. And Mr. Kennedy, who worked for years as an environmental lawyer fighting chemical companies, wants the report to highlight the harms of pesticides like atrazine, according to three people with knowledge of his efforts.

It is an unwieldy coalition, extending even to some men's rights influencers on alternative media, where commentary abounds on how toxic chemicals are threatening masculinity.

They are taking on an influential agricultural and chemicals lobby that has long rebuffed attempts to strengthen restrictions on atrazine and other pesticides, at a time when the Trump administration is rolling back government restrictions on industries, not imposing new ones.

Mr. Kennedy has a vocal movement behind him.

"We're calling for a ban of 85 pesticides that have already been banned in other countries," said Zen Honeycutt, who leads a coalition of mothers opposed to pesticides and genetically modified organisms, at a national conference of Make America Healthy Again supporters ahead of the report's publication.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Eric Lee/The New York Times

Zen Honeycutt at a recent Make America Healthy Again Institute event. MAHA Institute, via Vimeo


"These pesticides cause reproductive damage, and we have a reproductive crisis in our country today," she said at the meeting, attended by farmers, health influencers and conservative activists, as well as several administration officials. "Do we want the American population to be able to procreate or not?"

Lori Ann Burd, senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity, a group that has long sought a ban in the United States of atrazine and other pesticides, sees an uneasy but potentially powerful alignment of interests.

"There's an epic battle brewing over the direction that the administration is going to take on toxic chemicals," she said. "This is the movement that helped to elect Trump," she said. "But we're also up against some of the most powerful corporate lobby groups in the country."

The showdown is the latest chapter in a long battle over pesticides like atrazine, long valued for its efficacy and affordability in controlling weeds and increasing crop yields. Each year, American farmers spray the pesticide on about 75 million acres of farmland, roughly equivalent to the area of New Mexico.

But atrazine can also run off into streams and rivers, contaminating water sources and harming aquatic life. In humans, it is an endocrine disruptor linked to preterm delivery, birth defects and low sperm counts, and possibly to thyroid, ovarian, and other cancers. Some sixty countries ban the use of atrazine, manufactured by Switzerland-based Syngenta, which was acquired by the Chinese state-owned chemical company ChemChina in 2017.

Syngenta contested those concerns, saying atrazine was one of the most studied and thoroughly tested chemicals in the world and that, at trace levels found in the environment, the pesticide would not "have any impact on hormones or human health."

The federal agency led by Mr. Kennedy, Health and Human Services, referred questions to the White House. Kush Desai, a spokesman for Mr. Trump, said the president had "campaigned on Making America Healthy Again and standing up for America's farmers, and the administration is aligned on delivering on both of these goals."

In America, the farming lobby has fought attempts to regulate the chemical. During the first Trump administration, the Environmental Protection Agency rolled back restrictions on the use of several pesticides, including atrazine. That rollback came under Nancy Beck, a former chemical-industry lobbyist who at that time led the agency's toxic chemicals program.

Today, Dr. Beck, who holds a doctorate in environmental health and toxicology, is back at the E.P.A. as principal deputy assistant administrator overseeing the Office of Chemical Safety. In recent weeks she has pushed back against mentioning pesticides in the MAHA commission report, according to the three people with knowledge of the commission's discussions.

Nancy Beck opposed regulating atrazine during the first Trump administration. Justin T. Gellerson for The New York Times


Kailee Tkacz Buller, a former seed oil lobbyist who is chief of staff at the Department of Agriculture, has also pushed back against focusing on pesticides in the MAHA report, citing concerns over disruptions to the food supply chain, one of the three people said.

That came after 79 Republican lawmakers, led by Pete Ricketts of Nebraska, urged the Trump administration to resist efforts from "activist groups promoting misguided and sometimes malicious policies masquerading as health solutions." In their letter, the Republican lawmakers accused environmental activists of all stripes of "advancing harmful health, economic or food security policies under the guise of human health."

 On Tuesday, a coalition of farm groups, including the National Corn Growers Association, issued a statement urging the Trump administration to "consider the consequences" of a report that suggested U.S. farmers were harming Americans through their production practices.

'We urge President Trump to ensure that the MAHA Commission report is based on sound science and evidence-based claims rather than opinions and preferences of social influencers and single-issue activists with little to no experience in actual farming or food production," the groups said.

MAHA supporters are unfazed.

"Big Ag, Big Food, Big Pharma, the pesticide companies, all of these companies are the delivery mechanisms for toxins," said Tony Lyons, co-president of the newly established MAHA Institute, which hosted the MAHA conference. "Our government agencies shouldn't be protecting a handful of the most powerful companies on earth, protecting their profits over the welfare of its own citizens."

MAHA advocates say recent remarks from Mr. Trump and Mr. Kennedy signal a different approach under the second Trump administration.

Since allying with Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Trump has complained about how the United States spends "billions and billions of dollars on pesticides," compared to the European Union, yet has worse health outcomes. He has pledged that his administration would "ensure that everybody will be protected from harmful chemicals, pollutants, pesticides." Mr. Kennedy is looking into pesticides seriously, Mr. Trump said, "because maybe it's not necessary to use all of that."

For his part, Mr. Kennedy has repeatedly called atrazine "extraordinarily toxic" and has said that pesticides are significant contributors to chronic health problems and cancer.

The anti-pesticide cause is finding supporters among online commentators who speak out on issues they consider important to men, such as infertility.

"There has never been an era in human history where men are losing more. More men than ever are infertile," Jackson Hightower, a men's health influencer with more than a million followers across various social platforms, said in a recent video. "No one seems to be talking about how a major contributing factor to this is our food supply. And we have so much evidence to support the dangers of spraying our crops with chemicals like atrazine."

Research has shown there is some evidence globally of declining fertility among men. Studies have pointed to numerous factors that could be causing a decline, including chemical exposure and lifestyle choices like alcohol consumption, poor diet and lack of physical activity.

Calley Means, an adviser to Mr. Kennedy who played a key role in orchestrating his endorsement of Mr. Trump, said he believed the country was "seeing one of the most significant realignments in American politics in American history." He is the brother of Dr. Casey Means, Mr. Trump's nominee for Surgeon General and another Kennedy ally.

"We've galvanized a movement of moms, of independents, of young people," Mr. Means said, "a revolutionary coalition of people who are going to change American politics."

Dr. Casey Means, President Trump's nominee for Surgeon General. Ben Curtis/Associated Press

Calley Means, her brother and an adviser to Mr. Kennedy. Andrew Harnik/Getty Images


All of this is happening as the Trump administration pursues a deregulatory drive that has few parallels in American history. The E.P.A., under Administrator Lee Zeldin, is revising or repealing more than 30 regulations aimed at protecting the air, water and Earth's climate.

There is also the question of how much influence Mr. Kennedy, as health secretary, can have over pesticide policy. Though the Food and Drug Administration, which is under his agency, can regulate pesticide residues in food, it is a different agency, the E.P.A., that regulates pesticide use.

The E.P.A. is currently updating its mitigation proposals for atrazine, including revising its levels of concern for atrazine in water. But whether pesticides are targeted in the MAHA commission report, set to be issued on Thursday, is seen as an early test of the government's approach. The report is expected to be a broad overview of the potential causes of chronic disease in children, including chemical exposures, food, lack of exercise and too much screen time.

"I think if President Trump stands up and gets this out to the American people, he will go down as a historical figure who changed the trajectory of chronic disease," said Vani Hari, widely known as the Food Babe, a popular author and activist close to Mr. Kennedy.

The E.P.A. said in a statement that the Trump administration was "having robust conversations across government about how to drive economic growth while protecting human health and the environment." The agency pointed to Dr. Beck's extensive civil service career before her time working as an industry lobbyist, saying Mr. Trump had made "a fantastic choice" in selecting her to work at the agency.

Traditional environmentalists, meanwhile, remain wary of MAHA's controversial positions on lifesaving vaccines and more.

As health secretary, Mr. Kennedy has broken with his predecessors by not advocating for vaccination, for example casting the decision to vaccinate against measles as a personal one. During an appearance last month by Mr. Kennedy at a conference focused on solving the global plastic trash crisis, environmentalists said they had steered him away from talk of vaccines.

Even on pesticides, Mr. Kennedy's scientific justifications aren't always sound. He has suggested that chemicals in the water might be responsible for "sexual dysphoria" in children. In a segment aired by CNN, he said that atrazine could "forcibly feminize" frogs. "What this does to sexual development in children, nobody knows," he said.

(While there is research on atrazine feminizing male frogs, there is no evidence that the chemical similarly affects humans.)

Jay Feldman, executive director of the environmental advocacy group Beyond Pesticides, said he hoped Mr. Kennedy's unorthodox claims did not undermine the effort to regulate pesticides. For years he worked alongside Mr. Kennedy to raise awareness of the risks of pesticide exposure.

"It's unfortunate when you have an active player who has been a leading voice on environmental protection for most of his life attach himself to something so controversial," he said. "The question is, will everything he does now be dismissed?"
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Justice Dept. to End Oversight of Local Police Accused of Abuses

Days before the anniversary of George Floyd's murder in Minneapolis, the Trump administration said that it would abandon efforts to reduce police violence there and in several other cities.

Officials in Minneapolis, including Brian O'Hara, the police chief, committed to continuing reform efforts after the Trump administration announced on Wednesday that it would drop a proposed oversight agreement. Jenn Ackerman for The New York Times



By Jacey Fortin, Devlin Barrett, Ernesto Londono and Shaila Dewan



May 21, 2025 at 03:03 PM

The Trump administration on Wednesday backed away from federal efforts to investigate or oversee nearly two dozen police departments accused of civil rights violations, abandoning an effort designed to reform local law enforcement agencies in the wake of high-profile police killings.

Officials said they planned to drop agreements reached after incidents of police violence against Black people in Minneapolis and Louisville, Ky., and will close civil rights investigations into departments in Memphis; Phoenix; Oklahoma City; Trenton, N.J.; and Mount Vernon, N.Y., as well as a case against the Louisiana State Police.

They are also reviewing the federal oversight arrangements already in place with about a dozen other cities to determine if they should be abandoned, said Harmeet K. Dhillon, the head of the Justice Department's civil rights division, who suggested many if not all could be dropped.

"I would get rid of some of them today if I could," she told reporters.

Police departments in Baltimore, Cleveland, Newark and Ferguson, Mo., are among those that remain under some form of federal oversight following Justice Department investigations into civil rights abuses.

The administration's announcement came four days before the fifth anniversary of the death of George Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man killed by Minneapolis police officers. His murder, caught on video, inspired national outrage and worldwide protests against police violence targeting Black people.

It also resulted in a withering federal report that found that the Minneapolis police routinely discriminated against Black and Native American people and used deadly force without justification. After nearly two years of negotiations, the Justice Department and the city submitted a court agreement in January calling for federal oversight of the Police Department's efforts to address the issues.

Such arrangements, known as consent decrees, set requirements for how police officers should be trained and disciplined, with an outside monitor and a judge to ensure compliance, sometimes for years.

Ms. Dhillon said such decrees increase crime, though evidence is mixed and tends not to bear out that assertion over time, with some research showing an overall decrease in most places being investigated or regulated. In a Wall Street Journal guest essay, Ms. Dhillon called the Biden administration's use of the decrees "injustice against the police."

But she told reporters on Wednesday that the Trump administration might decide to employ that same legal tool against universities and school systems accused of failing to stamp out on-campus antisemitism. And the administration has also begun two of its own investigations that could lead to new consent decrees.

Instead of trying to stem police violence, those investigations involve examining whether gun ownership rights are too restricted in Los Angeles County, and whether Black defendants in Minnesota's largest county are given an unfair advantage for reduced prison sentences.

Officials are also deciding whether to continue to pursue the Justice Department's ongoing investigations of the New York Police Department's sex crimes unit and the Rankin County Sheriff's Department in Mississippi, where a band of deputies known as the Goon Squad tortured dozens of people.

Civil rights advocates took fault with the department's actions and its new targets. "This administration is telling us exactly who and what it is," said Damon Hewitt, the president and executive director of the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, "but also who it prioritizes, and whom it is willing to disregard."

The department's arrangement with Minneapolis had yet to take effect, and the consent decree with Louisville was also awaiting a judge's approval. The Police Department there was investigated after the killing of Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old medical worker who was shot in 2020 during the botched execution of a search warrant.

Some cities, including Memphis and Phoenix, have resisted such agreements, even after scathing reports detailed histories of abuses and misconduct by their police forces. Officials in those cities have said they could fix problems on their own. In Memphis, the investigation followed the fatal beating of Tyre Nichols by members of the city's police force in 2023.

Leaders in Minneapolis and Louisville had been expecting the Trump administration's actions, which were met with consternation by leaders of the movement for racial justice that the murder of Mr. Floyd intensified. The anniversary of his death is expected to be observed in Minneapolis this weekend with remembrances and vigils.

"This decision is a slap in the face to the families of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Tyre Nichols," said Ben Crump, a civil rights lawyer who represented all three families. "These consent decrees and investigations were not symbolic gestures; they were lifelines for communities crying out for change."

Ms. Dhillon said the timing of Wednesday's announcement was not related to the anniversary of Mr. Floyd's murder, but to looming court deadlines this week in both the Minneapolis and Louisville cases.

Officials in those cities have said that they would go ahead with the overhaul measures promised in their agreements, even without federal oversight.

"Minneapolis is serious about our commitment to police reform, even if the president of the United States is not," the mayor, Jacob Frey, said on Wednesday. Since 2023, the city has also been party to a separate court-enforced agreement with the state of Minnesota to address race-based policing.

Still, proponents of consent decrees say that nothing works quite as well as federal oversight. Though expensive, such arrangements provide extra help to police departments struggling with reform, experts said.

"The irony is that cities that most need help to update their policies and training would not get the resources without the federal consent decree," said Chuck Wexler, the executive director of the Police Executive Research Forum in Washington.

Federal oversight of state and local police departments began during the Clinton administration, when legislation was passed in response to the beating of Rodney King by the Los Angeles police in 1991. But support for oversight has seesawed depending on which party has held the White House.

Several major cities negotiated consent decrees with the Obama administration, prompted in part by widespread protests over police killings of unarmed Black people. The first Trump administration limited the use of consent decrees, but those restrictions were rescinded under the Biden administration.

Mr. Trump paved the way for Wednesday's announcement last month, when he signed an executive order directing Attorney General Pam Bondi to review all federal consent decrees and to "modify, rescind or move to conclude" them within 60 days.

Lyndon Pryor, the president of the Louisville Urban League, said he hoped that city officials would stick to their commitments to pursue the objectives in the now-defunct agreement, and turn to residents for oversight instead.

Mr. Pryor, who participated in the demonstrations after Ms. Taylor was killed in 2020, said that the police in Louisville "have never been able to reform themselves," adding, "For better or for worse, they need outside influence."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/21/us/trump-police-consent-decrees.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Official Pushed to Rewrite Intelligence So It Could Not Be 'Used Against' Trump

An assessment contradicted a presidential proclamation. A political appointee demanded a redo, then pushed for changes to the new analysis, too.

In a March 24 email, Joe Kent, chief of staff to Tulsi Gabbard, said that it was necessary to "rethink" the intelligence assessment, according to multiple people who described it. Rod Lamkey/Associated Press



By Charlie Savage, Julian E. Barnes and Maggie Haberman
Reporting from Washington


May 21, 2025 at 03:49 AM

New emails document how a top aide to Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, ordered analysts to edit an assessment with the hope of insulating President Trump and Ms. Gabbard from being attacked for the administration's claim that Venezuela's government controls a criminal gang.

"We need to do some rewriting" and more analytic work "so this document is not used against the DNI or POTUS," Joe Kent, the chief of staff to Ms. Gabbard, wrote in an email to a group of intelligence officials on April 3, using shorthand for Ms. Gabbard's position and for the president of the United States.

The New York Times reported last week that Mr. Kent had pushed analysts to redo their assessment, dated Feb. 26, of the relationship between Venezuela's government and the gang, Tren de Aragua, after it came to light that the assessment contradicted a subsequent claim by Mr. Trump. The disclosure of the precise language of Mr. Kent's emails has added to the emerging picture of a politicized intervention.

The final memo, which is dated April 7 and has since become public, still contradicts a key claim that Mr. Trump made to justify sending people accused of being members of the gang to a notorious Salvadoran prison without due process.

Emails on the topic from Mr. Kent, who is also Mr. Trump's pending nominee to lead the National Counterterrorism Center, have circulated within the intelligence community and were described by people briefed on them. Mr. Kent's interventions have raised internal alarms about politicizing intelligence analysis.

Defenders of Mr. Kent have disputed that his attempted intervention was part of a pressure campaign, arguing he was trying to show more of what the intelligence community knew about the gang.

But the disclosure of his emails supports the accounts of critics who said he was applying political pressure to generate a torqued narrative that would support, rather than undermine, the administration's policy agenda.

The issue centers on Mr. Trump's invocation in March of a rarely used wartime law, the Alien Enemies Act, to summarily deport people accused of being members of the gang. After several planeloads of such transfers, courts have blocked any further use of the law for now.

The White House invoked the Alien Enemies Act to deport Venezuelan migrants it accused of being members of a violent gang. Jesus Vargas/Getty Images


The act, enacted in 1798, allows the government to remove citizens of a country that is in a declared war with the United States or otherwise invading U.S. territory. On its face, it appears to require a linkage to the actions of a foreign state, and Mr. Trump summoned such a link into existence in a proclamation on March 15.

"TDA is undertaking hostile actions and conducting irregular warfare against the territory of the United States both directly and at the direction, clandestine or otherwise, of the Maduro regime in Venezuela," Mr. Trump declared, referring to the gang. "I make these findings using the full extent of my authority to conduct the Nation's foreign affairs under the Constitution."

But the U.S. intelligence community believes that the opposite is true: The gang is not controlled by the administration of Venezuela's president, Nicolas Maduro, nor committing crimes in the United States at its direction, according to the two assessments by the National Intelligence Council.

The council is an elite internal think-tank that reports to the Office of the Director of National Intelligence. It undertakes analytical projects at the request of policymakers, relying on information collected by agencies like the C.I.A., the F.B.I. and the National Security Agency.

The White House requested the original assessment in February as it was preparing Mr. Trump's Alien Enemies Act proclamation. Even after the council produced its first assessment, Mr. Trump proceeded to sign the proclamation that put forward the opposite claim in order to activate wartime deportation powers.

The disconnect first came to light in a March 20 Times article that reported on the existence of the Feb. 26 memo and detailed why the intelligence community had reached its conclusion. The Times also reported that the F.B.I. partly dissented and thought there were some links between the gang and Venezuela's government based on information that the rest of the country's spy agencies thought was not credible.

The Trump administration reacted with alarm to the disclosure of the intelligence assessment. On March 21, a Friday, Todd Blanche, the deputy attorney general -- who is also a former criminal defense lawyer for Mr. Trump -- issued a statement saying the Justice Department was opening a criminal leak investigation while also portraying the Times article as inaccurate.

The following Monday, March 24, Mr. Kent sent an email to several people, including Michael Collins, then the acting head of the National Intelligence Council. Attaching a copy of the Times article to his message and telling the team to look at it, Mr. Kent said it was necessary to "rethink" the assessment, according to multiple people who described it.

"Flooding our nation with 'migrants' and especially 'migrants' who are part of a violent criminal gang is the action of a hostile nation, even if the gov of Venezuela isn't specifically tasking or enabling TDA's operations," Mr. Kent wrote, according to the people briefed on the email.

Mr. Kent's comment that the Maduro administration wasn't "tasking or enabling" the gang's operations appears to be a concession that Mr. Trump's claim might be doubtful. But Mr. Kent doubles down on the idea that Venezuela had taken advantage of Biden-era immigration policies to allow migrants, including gang members, into the United States.

Mr. Kent wrote that the council needed to produce a new assessment on the topic that would reflect "basic common sense" by the end of the week, saying he wanted to understand how any agency had concluded that Venezuela's government was not orchestrating Tren de Aragua's actions in the United States.

The precise language of Mr. Kent's March 24 email was reported earlier by Reuters.

Mr. Collins agreed to start work on a new council assessment, according to the people familiar with the exchange.

Mr. Collins and Mr. Kent exchanged several emails on April 3 and April 4. But in one long email on April 3, Mr. Kent asked for changes, arguing that it  wrongly, in his view, made it sound as if the Venezuelan government had no connections to the gang.

"Let's just come out and say TDA leaders are given sanctuary in Venezuela as their gang members commit horrendous crimes in America, then we can provide the context about our exact knowledge of relationship between TDA and the Venezuelan government," Mr. Kent wrote.

 He also argued the assessment did not do enough to describe the situation on the border and Biden administration policies that he believed had made it too easy for migrants to enter the United States. He characterized former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. as having announced that the border was open and having turned Customs and Border Protection into a "travel service for illegals."

 "TDA didn't need logistical support from the Venezuelan government because Biden provided it for them," Mr. Kent wrote. "I understand some may view this as political, but it's not."

Mr. Kent ended the email by writing he wanted a version by the end of the week that could be declassified and provided to the White House team led by Stephen Miller, the architect of the Trump administration's anti-immigration policy.

Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, has since fired Michael Collins and his deputy at the National Intelligence Council, bashing them as biased, deep-state bureaucrats. Eric Lee/The New York Times


On April 3 and 4, in a series of emails, the two men collaborated on various proposed edits to the document, Mr. Kent pushing for more about the impact of border policy on migration, and Mr. Collins agreeing to some edits. 

Officials from the Office of the Director of National Intelligence declined to comment on Tuesday.

The intelligence community broadly thinks, according to the publicly released assessment, that Venezuela's government "probably does not have a policy of cooperating with TDA and is not directing TDA movement to and operations in the United States."  F.B.I. analysts agree with that assessment, the memo said, but also think that "some Venezuelan government officials facilitate TDA members' migration" and use them as proxies to destabilize the United States and undermine public safety.

The basis for the F.B.I.'s partial dissent, however, comes from statements made in custody by migrants who were arrested in the United States -- and "most" of the intelligence community "judges that intelligence indicating that regime leaders are directing or enabling TDA migration to the United States is not credible," the memo said.

Among other reasons, it cited a lack of corroboration from any communications and funding flows that spy agencies would expect to collect if such coordination were happening, it said.

The memo also contradicted Mr. Kent's premise, in the March 24 email, that Venezuela's government was deliberately sending migrants to the United States, bad actors or otherwise. Rather, it said, Venezuelans were migrating "voluntarily, often at great personal risk, to flee political instability and near-collapse of Venezuela's economy."

Mr. Kent is said to have reacted happily to the final version of the second memo and ordered it declassified so that it could be discussed publicly, setting in motion a chain of events that led to its public release on May 5 in response to a Freedom of Information Act request.

Notwithstanding Mr. Kent's happiness with Mr. Collins's final work, the second memo still contradicts what Mr. Trump said and its official disclosure has been a legal and political problem for the Trump administration. Ms. Gabbard has since fired Mr. Collins and his deputy at the National Intelligence Council, bashing them as biased, deep-state bureaucrats.
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Israel Said It Eased Its Blockade, But Gazans Are Still Waiting for Food

Three days after Israel said it would relax its blockade of humanitarian aid to Gaza, little, if any, of the urgently needed food, fuel and medicine appeared to have reached Palestinians.

Displaced people at a charity food kitchen in Gaza City on Wednesday. 



By Aaron Boxerman, Bilal Shbair and Iyad Abuheweila
Aaron Boxerman reported from Jerusalem, Bilal Shbair from central Gaza, and Iyad Abuheweila from Istanbul.


May 21, 2025 at 11:12 AM

For Abdelhalim Awad, who runs a bakery in central Gaza, the hope of food arriving for hungry Gazans has become like the endless reports of an approaching cease-fire: constantly rumored to be just around the corner yet always out of reach.

Three days after Israel announced that it would ease its blockade of humanitarian aid to Gaza, it appeared on Wednesday that little, if any, of the desperately needed food, fuel and medicine had reached hungry Palestinians.

Dozens of trucks ferrying supplies have crossed into Gaza at the Israeli-controlled border crossing of Kerem Shalom, according to Israel. But the United Nations has so far been unable to move any trucks from Kerem Shalom to warehouses inside Gaza, according to two U.N. officials, who requested anonymity to share sensitive details.

Stephane Dujarric, the U.N. spokesman, said on Tuesday that U.N. teams had waited for several hours for Israeli permission to head to the crossing. But they were unable to "secure the arrival" of those supplies to aid warehouses, he said at a news conference.

A shuttered bakery in Gaza City on Wednesday. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Mr. Awad said he and others had been informed by the United Nations that some shipments of flour might arrive on Wednesday. But even if they did, it would only be a dent the daily hunger that became widespread in Gaza under the Israeli blockade.

"Even if we get some flour today, it seems we won't have anything close to what's needed to feed people," Mr. Awad said.

In the meantime, Palestinians reeling from Israel's two-month ban on food, fuel and other supplies have been left waiting. The delays suggested that distributing aid across Gaza was likely to take time, even as Israel threatens a major ground offensive that could upend the process.

"Today we will mostly eat lentils, or pasta," Riyadh al-Housari, a 25-year-old in Gaza City, said in a phone interview. "We eat one meal in the late afternoon. It is one meal and there is no other."

Israel's blockade has rendered the situation so dire that Gazans are at "critical risk of famine," a panel of U.N.-backed experts said this month. They projected that tens of thousands of children could suffer from acute malnutrition if the restrictions continued. Israel argued the report was based on faulty data and assumptions.

Displaced people sheltering at a school in Gaza City on Wednesday. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


The worsening humanitarian crisis in Gaza has ignited growing international opprobrium against the Israeli campaign against Hamas. Even Israel's allies -- who offered vigorous support after the Hamas-led Oct. 7, 2023, attacks started the war -- have voiced frustration and even anger over the conflict and its cost to ordinary Palestinians.

This week Britain, France, and Canada denounced the Israeli blockade and planned ground offensive in unusually stark and harsh terms, labeling them "disproportionate" and "egregious." On Tuesday, the British government said it was suspending negotiations on expanding the countries' free-trade agreement in protest.

On Wednesday, the newly anointed pope, Leo XIV, joined the chorus calling for aid to be allowed into the Gaza Strip. He described the situation as "increasingly worrying and painful" and urged "the entry of dignified humanitarian aid and to put an end to the hostilities."

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, rejected the international criticism and reiterated his threat for a huge escalation of the war in Gaza. He described the coming ground offensive as the final and decisive blow against Hamas, adding that by the end of it, "all of Gaza's territory will be under Israeli security control."

The Israeli ban on humanitarian aid began in early March, as the initial phase of a two-month cease-fire between Israel and Hamas ended. Both sides were supposed to be negotiating the next steps in the truce. Israeli officials argued the restrictions aimed to pressure Hamas to compromise.

The impact on ordinary Gazans was immense: Aid organizations suspended their operations as food stockpiles dwindled, and the price of food skyrocketed. In late March, Israel ended the truce with a massive bombardment and resumed its offensive against Hamas in Gaza.

Aid trucks on the road to the Kerem Shalom crossing near the Israeli-Gaza border on Wednesday. Amir Cohen/Reuters


By this month relief officials were warning that widespread hunger had become a daily reality. But for weeks, Israel refused to allow aid agencies to resume operations unless they agreed to new Israeli conditions, purportedly to prevent supplies from falling into Hamas's hands.

Israeli leaders publicly insisted that Gaza still had plentiful stockpiles of food. But behind closed doors, some military officials privately concluded that Palestinians there could face starvation within weeks.

Even the United States -- one of Israel's most stalwart supporters throughout the conflict -- began suggesting that the humanitarian crisis was spiraling out of control. Last week, President Trump said that "a lot of people are starving" in the Gaza Strip and that the United States was working to alleviate the situation.

After those comments by Mr. Trump, the Israeli authorities relented on Sunday night, announcing that they would begin allowing in small amounts of food.

Without any new aid having actually arrived, many in Gaza are trying to make whatever provisions they have last as long as possible. "We don't plan meals anymore," said Sabah iAbu al-Roos, 63, in the central city of Deir al-Balah. "We just work with whatever we can find."

Produce like eggplants and tomatoes is often hawked at eye-watering prices, according to several Gazans. Ms. Abu al-Roos said that one vendor in a local street market had been selling a single onion for $8.50.

Iman Jundiyeh, a mother of four in Gaza City, said she could only dream of the regular meals she used to enjoy before the war: fragrant sliced lamb; chicken, potatoes and rice; and maftoul, a kind of Palestinian couscous.

She now relies almost exclusively on soup kitchens run by charities that still manage to stew pots of lentils and other staples for crowds of displaced Palestinians. Everything else is either unavailable or too expensive, she said.

"Just yesterday, my son begged me for watermelon," said Ms. Jundiyeh. "I started to cry with him."

Lining up for a free meal in Gaza City. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times


Ameera Harouda, Rawan Sheikh Ahmad and Johnatan Reiss contributed reporting.
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News Analysis


When the U.S. and Israel Bomb the Houthis, Civilians Pay the Highest Price

Military strikes in Yemen and sanctions targeting the Iran-backed militia have compounded a humanitarian crisis in the poorest country in the Middle East, officials say.

A building in Sana, Yemen, damaged by U.S. airstrikes in April. Aid agencies say that the bombing campaigns have caused more harm to civilians than the Houthis.  Khaled Abdullah/Reuters



By Ismaeel Naar and Saeed Al-Batati
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May 21, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Mohammed Omar Baghwi was working the evening shift on April 17 at Ras Isa port in Yemen's northwestern Hudaydah Province when the American military began bombing.

As a manager, Mr. Baghwi, 45, was responsible for a department that filled cooking gas cylinders. He was one of at least 74 people killed during the strike, making it one of the deadliest attacks by the United States on Yemen.

U.S. Central Command said it had attacked the port to "degrade the economic source of power" of the Iran-backed Houthi militant group based in northern Yemen, which controls most of the country. But Mr. Baghwi's family said he had been just a civilian trying to make ends meet.

"Mohammed and his companions had done nothing wrong," said Hassan Omar Baghwi, his brother. "They were simply doing their job to earn a living for themselves and their families under extremely difficult living conditions."

The Houthis have been firing drone and missile strikes at Israel in solidarity with Hamas after it led an attack against Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and to pressure Israel over its campaign in Gaza. The Houthis have also targeted commercial ships in the Red Sea, a vital trade route.

Those attacks have prompted retaliatory strikes from the United States and Israel, which, for the past two months, have regularly bombed Yemen. The American and Israeli governments say the strikes were focused on Houthi leaders and assets, but they have also killed many civilians, destroyed vital infrastructure and deepened uncertainty in Yemen, the poorest country in the Middle East.

Before President Trump announced this month that the United States had reached a cease-fire with the militia, his administration had said its main goal was to restore navigation in the Red Sea. When he announced the cease-fire, Mr. Trump said the Houthis had "capitulated."

The Houthis have continued to attack Israel, however, launching missiles that have landed near Ben Gurion Airport, close to Tel Aviv, setting off sirens and sending millions of civilians into bomb shelters. Israel has responded with more strikes, and the two sides show little sign of stopping their tit-for-tat attacks.

Analysts say the strikes will only add to the misery for Yemeni civilians, the vast majority of whom live in Houthi-controlled territory and had already experienced decades of war before the U.S. and Israeli attacks. The Houthis oppose the United States and Israel, and see themselves as part of the Iranian-led "axis of resistance," alongside Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.

But despite the months of strikes, some analysts and officials have questioned whether the U.S. and Israeli efforts have  degraded the Houthis' military capability. The Trump administration has launched more than 1,000 strikes costing billions of dollars and destroying Houthi weapons and equipment. But U.S. intelligence agencies have said the group could easily reconstitute.

"The strikes have already triggered a fuel crisis, which will drive up the cost of basic goods and services in a country where most of the population are struggling to afford food," said Nadwa al-Dawsari, an analyst focused on Yemen at the Middle East Institute in Washington.

A funeral procession in Sana, Yemen, this month for victims of U.S. airstrikes. Osamah Abdulrahman/Associated Press


"Even if their operations slow temporarily, they'll regroup, rebuild and return stronger," she added.

Civilians and aid workers say the bombing campaigns have compounded an already dire humanitarian situation.

In 2014, the Houthis seized on a period of political instability to take over the country's capital, Sana. A Saudi-led military coalition backed by U.S. assistance and weapons began a bombing campaign in 2015 to try to restore the internationally recognized government. The coalition enforced a de facto naval and air blockade that restricted the flow of food and other goods into Houthi-held territory. The intervention failed, leaving the Houthis in power in the north of the country. The subsequent civil war has killed hundreds of thousands of Yemeni civilians and caused one of the world's worst humanitarian crises.

In a briefing to the United Nations Security Council last week, humanitarian officials warned that Yemen still faced serious challenges. "Half of Yemen's children -- or 2.3 million -- are malnourished, 600,000 of them severely so," said Tom Fletcher, the United Nations' humanitarian chief. He added that 2,000 nutrition programs had been forced to shut down.

Israeli airstrikes on Yemeni cities this month, including on the international airport, caused nearly $500 million in damage, according to the airport's director, and flights were suspended for more than a week. Israel said the attack had been in retaliation for a Houthi missile strike near Ben Gurion Airport.

Parts of a destroyed plane at the Sana airport after Israeli airstrikes this month. Mohammed Huwais/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


But the airport in Sana is mainly used for civilian travel and is one of the few ways Yemenis can get access to emergency medical treatment overseas.

Waseem al-Haidari, a 42-year-old government employee in Sana, said past closures of the airport because of airstrikes had caused painful financial and emotional hardship on families like his when emergency medical treatment is needed.

"Our family sold valuable belongings and borrowed additional money to cover my brother's trip through Aden Airport to Cairo for a cornea transplant," he said. Critically ill patients in Yemen are left with no choice but to endure a grueling 24-hour road journey to Aden or Seiyun, in the south of Yemen, to seek medical evacuation abroad.

The western port city of Hudaydah, which the Israeli military says is a critical supply route for the Houthis, has borne the brunt of U.S. and Israeli strikes over the past year. Many of its ports and roads, which are lifelines for food and medicine entering the country, are in ruins.

A protest in Sana this month blamed a U.S. airstrike for killing African migrants who were being held in a detention center in northern Yemen. Mohammed Huwais/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Even residents in southern areas of the country that are run by the internationally recognized Yemeni government say they were being affected, even if they are not in an area that has been regularly bombed.

Saleh Ramadan, 49, lives in a dilapidated home in the southern city of al-Mukalla, where his children sleep in a dimly lit room. There is no furniture, no table for meals, no cupboards to store clothes.

"In the past, we could buy meat and chicken, even celebrate Eid with meat and new clothes," he said, referring the Islamic festival celebrated at the end of Ramadan. Now, he said, his family often skips meals.

Mr. Ramadan's eldest son, Mohammed, 20, dropped out of school to help his father deliver cooking gas. When the children get sick, the family relies mostly on herbal remedies because it cannot get medicine, which has become too expensive or is in short supply.

Mr. Trump's decision to slash overall U.S. aid spending has made matters worse. Aid agencies have had to scale back food distribution, and the United Nations' World Food Program has warned that without new funding, programs for malnourished children under 5 could stop as early as this month.

The Trump administration's decision to re-designate the Houthis as a terrorist group has also complicated efforts to deliver humanitarian aid, as international banks fear contravening U.S. sanctions and are hesitant about processing transactions involving Yemen. Donor fatigue and geopolitical tensions have made securing aid even more challenging.

Displaced Yemenis gathering food and supplies in Hudaydah.  Khaled Ziad/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The costs of food and transportation have soared, and the U.N.'s humanitarian office has reported that many families now spend up to 60 percent of their income on food alone.

For Sara Mohammed, a widowed mother of three living in al-Mukalla, the struggle has been relentless. Living in a makeshift home with her mentally ill mother and blind father, she said the family relied on her sister's income as a domestic worker and their father's modest pension.

"We can't afford food," she said. "My sister dropped out of college to work two shifts. She has heart problems but can't afford medical treatment. My kids eat boiled rice. We survive on faith."
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Prostate Experts See Familiar Scenario in Biden's Cancer Diagnosis

Guidelines advise no screening after age 70, and doctors say that even men who test diligently may develop an aggressive cancer after none was found at a recent checkup.

Former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. has not disclosed details about when his cancer was discovered, or whether he had been regularly examined for prostate cancer. Cheriss May for The New York Times



By Gina Kolata



May 20, 2025 at 06:12 PM

Some Americans say they don't understand how former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. could have only recently learned that he had an aggressive form of prostate cancer that had already spread to his bones. How could the former commander in chief, a man with access to high-quality medical care, not have known earlier that he had such a serious condition?

Many prostate cancers are detected using a test called a PSA, and Mr. Biden's last known PSA was in 2014, according to a spokesman, Chris Meagher. Guidelines from professional organizations that advise doctors and public health officials recommend against screening for men over age 70. Mr. Biden is 82.

But many men, in consultation with their doctors, continue screening into their 70s, which is not unreasonable if the man is healthy and has a life expectancy of at least 10 years, said Dr. Scott Eggener, a prostate cancer specialist at the University of Chicago.

Prostate cancer experts also say, though, that even if Mr. Biden had been screened regularly, it's entirely possible the cancer was not detected till recently. They said that some men suddenly find out they have advanced prostate cancer even after being screened regularly year after year and told they have a clean bill of health.

It is unusual, but it does happen.

"I have an entire collection of what I call rocket PSAs," said Dr. Ian Thompson, a prostate cancer specialist at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. These are men, he said, who are screened year after year with the PSA, a blood test that can pick up signs of prostate cancer. Year after year, their PSA is very low. Then, suddenly, it soars.

He also sees men with advanced prostate cancer who have normal results on their PSA screening tests.

Other physicians, too, like Dr. Otis Brawley, have experience with both of these scenarios.

Every Wednesday, Dr. Brawley, a prostate cancer and screening specialist at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, sees men with cancers similar to Mr. Biden's.

Many of his patients have been diligent about regular prostate screening and yet, he said, they have advanced disease. He said he's seen a half dozen men like that in the past year alone.

"How the hell did I get metastatic disease?" he said they ask him. "Whose fault is this?"

The answer, Dr. Brawley tells them, is that it is no one's fault. Fast-growing and aggressive prostate cancers can suddenly spring up between screenings.

And, occasionally, aggressive prostate cancers arise without giving any hint of their presence on the PSA.

One of Dr. Brawley's patients had such a stealth prostate cancer. He had received multiple normal PSA test results. Then, one morning, he woke up and fell to the floor. His hip broke because he had metastatic cancer that had spread from his prostate and eaten away at the bone. Even after that diagnosis, his PSA remained normal.

One reason that can occur, said Dr. Philipp Dahm, a urologist at the University of Minnesota, is because fast-growing prostate cancer cells can become so deranged that they stop releasing the prostate protein sought by the PSA.

Dr. Brawley said too many doctors overestimate the PSA's power as a diagnostic tool. It "is not a perfect test," he said.

Guidelines from medical experts and professional organizations in the United States, Canada and Europe are cautious about screening.

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force guideline, set in May 2018 and now being updated, is typical, said Dr. Barnett Kramer, who formerly directed the division of cancer prevention at the National Cancer Institute. It says men ages 55 to 69 can consider being tested after discussing the risks and possible benefits with their physician.

Its guidelines and those from professional organizations also call for ending screening around age 70. One reason is that about half of men have some cancer in their prostate by their 70s or 80s, although most have no symptoms. Nearly all of these cancers will cause no harm if left alone -- they are slow-growing and will never leave the man's prostate. The condition will not imperil his health.

But, the theory goes, if the men are screened, the test is likely to find cancer. And when it does, the men are likely to be treated with surgery or radiation that will not extend their lives. They were not at risk for a deadly cancer and, Dr. Thompson noted, treatments can have devastating effects, sometimes arising years afterward.

Radiation damage to the bladder is one of the delayed and horrific side effects, he said. It can cause pain and bleeding, and, he said, it is "very difficult to manage." He also sees men diagnosed with bladder cancer that resulted from their radiation treatment years earlier.

Immediate and permanent effects from treatment often include impotence and incontinence.

Part of the problem, says Dr. Brawley, who is also the senior author of the American Cancer Society's prostate cancer screening guidelines, is that many men have a mistaken idea about the benefits of screening. Compared with other cancers, prostate cancer screening has the least persuasive evidence.

"There are 12 studies telling me mammograms save lives for women over age 50," Dr. Brawley said. "There are half a dozen studies telling me colorectal screening save lives," he added. Lung cancer screening also was shown to save lives, he said.

But with prostate cancer? The best evidence is from a European study that showed a small benefit from screening for men in the Netherlands and Sweden, but not in other European countries, Dr. Brawley noted.

"That's the best we've got," he said.

Dr. Peter Albertsen, a prostate cancer specialist at the University of Connecticut, pointed to a rigorous study that randomly assigned men whose cancers were found with screening into three groups: they either had surgery, received radiation therapy or received regular monitoring of early-stage prostate cancer. There was no difference in health outcomes among the three groups.

"In most cases, it doesn't matter if you watch it or treat it," he said, reflecting the fact that most of these cancers were not dangerous.

That may be why it is so difficult to show a screening benefit.

What, then, would a prostate specialist tell a U.S. president, in his early 80s and not in unusually good health for his age, to do about prostate testing? Some observers have said a doctor in that situation should of course tell a president of any age to be tested because a president's health is of national and global concern.

Dr. Thompson disagrees, reasoning essentially that presidents are patients, too.

"It presumes the doctor knows more about the patient's priorities than the patient," he said.

Instead, Dr. Thompson would engage in "a complex conversation that takes some time and would involve back-and-forth with the patient," he said.

He added that it would include "a discussion that the potential benefit, that is small to begin with, diminishes with time," meaning that the older the men are, the less likely they are to have any benefit from screening, or treatment. And, he said, the discussion should also note that "the side effects that can affect quality of life increase with age."

Tyler Pager contributed reporting.
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OpenAI Unites With Jony Ive in $6.5 Billion Deal to Create A.I. Devices

OpenAI said it was buying IO, a start-up founded by Mr. Ive, the designer of the iPhone, to usher in a new era of artificial intelligence hardware.

Jony Ive, a former top executive at Apple, said that the goal with OpenAI was to create "amazing products that elevate humanity."



By Mike Isaac and Cade Metz
Reporting from San Francisco


May 21, 2025 at 06:00 PM

The rise of artificial intelligence has profoundly altered the technology world in recent years, upending how software is created, how people search for information, and how images and videos can be generated -- all with a few prompts to a chatbot.

What the technology has yet to do, though, is find a preferred form in a physical, everyday gadget. A.I. largely remains the domain of an app on phones, despite efforts by start-ups and others to move it into devices.

Now OpenAI, the world's leading A.I. lab, is taking a crack at that riddle.

On Wednesday, Sam Altman, OpenAI's chief executive, said the company was paying $6.5 billion to buy IO, a one-year-old start-up created by Jony Ive, a former top Apple executive who designed the iPhone. The all-stock deal, which effectively unites Silicon Valley royalty, is intended to usher in what the two men call "a new family of products" for the age of artificial general intelligence, or A.G.I., which is shorthand for a future technology that achieves human-level intelligence.

Sam Altman, OpenAI's chief executive. The deal for IO is OpenAI's biggest acquisition. Jason Henry for The New York Times


The deal, which is OpenAI's biggest acquisition, will bring in Mr. Ive and his team of roughly 55 engineers and researchers. LoveFrom will assume creative and design responsibilities across OpenAI and build hardware that helps people better interact with the technology.

In a joint interview, Mr. Ive and Mr. Altman declined to say what such devices could look like and how they might work, but they said they hoped to share details next year. Mr. Ive, 58, framed the ambitions as galactic, with the aim of creating "amazing products that elevate humanity."

"We've been waiting for the next big thing for 20 years," Mr. Altman, 40, added. "We want to bring people something beyond the legacy products we've been using for so long."

Mr. Altman and Mr. Ive are effectively looking beyond an era of smartphones, which have been people's signature personal device since the iPhone debuted in 2007. If the two men succeed -- and it is a very big if -- they could spur what is known as "ambient computing." Rather than typing and taking photographs on smartphones, future devices like pendants or glasses that use A.I. could process the world in real time, fielding questions and analyzing images and sounds in seamless ways.

Mr. Altman had invested in Humane, a company that pursued this kind of vision with the creation of an A.I. pin. But the start-up folded not long after its product flopped.

The Humane A.I. Pin. Andri Tambunan for The New York Times

Mr. Altman previously invested in Humane. Andri Tambunan for The New York Times


In their interview, Mr. Ive expressed some misgivings with the iPhone and said that had motivated him to team up with Mr. Altman.

"I shoulder a lot of the responsibility for what these things have brought us," he said, referring to the anxiety and distractions that come with being constantly connected to the computer in your pocket.

Mr. Altman echoed the sentiment. "I don't feel good about my relationship with technology right now," he said. "It feels a lot like being jostled on a crowded street in New York, or being bombarded with notifications and flashing lights in Las Vegas." He said the goal was to leverage A.I. to help people make some sense of the noise.

As part of the deal, Mr. Ive and his design studio, LoveFrom, will remain independent and continue to work on projects separate from OpenAI. Scott Cannon, Evans Hankey and Tang Tan, who also founded IO with Mr. Ive, will become OpenAI's employees and report to Peter Welinder, a vice president of product, who will oversee the IO division. The acquisition is a significant windfall for Mr. Ive.

A photo of Mr. Ive and Mr. Altman provided by Mr. Ive's design studio, LoveFrom. via LoveFrom


OpenAI already owned a 23 percent stake in IO as part of an agreement between the two companies at the end of last year, two people with knowledge of the deal said, so it is now paying around $5 billion to fully acquire the start-up. OpenAI separately has a Start-Up Fund that invested in Mr. Ive's start-up last year, the people said. The deal is subject to regulatory approval.

(The New York Times has sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, for copyright infringement regarding news content related to A.I. systems. OpenAI and Microsoft have denied the claims.)

OpenAI set off the A.I. boom in late 2022 when it released the ChatGPT chatbot. In March, the start-up completed a $40 billion funding that valued it at $300 billion, making it one of the world's most valuable private companies. The fund-raising round was led by the Japanese conglomerate SoftBank.

As it has grown, OpenAI has struggled to adopt a new corporate structure. Founded in 2015 as a nonprofit organization, the A.I. lab has been trying to reinvent itself as a for-profit company so it can more easily raise money from investors. If it does not restructure by the end of the year, SoftBank could halve its investment in the company.

That makes the billions that OpenAI is paying for Mr. Ive's start-up a steep outlay, especially as the start-up is also unprofitable. Building the technology that powers ChatGPT and other services is enormously expensive, and OpenAI is under pressure to raise revenues.

OpenAI expects about $3.7 billion in sales this year and about $11.6 billion next year, according to financial documents reviewed by The Times. The company is also in talks to acquire Windsurf, an A.I.-powered programming tool, for about $3 billion.

Asked how OpenAI would find the money to buy IO, Mr. Altman said the press worried about OpenAI's funding and revenues more than the company did.

"We'll be fine," he said. "Thanks for the concern."

The deal came together after Mr. Ive, a protege of the Apple founder Steve Jobs who designed the iPod and many other products, became intrigued by A.I. He felt somewhat lost after leaving Apple in 2019, he said, and was eager to find his next act.

Two years ago, Charlie Ive, one of his 21-year-old twin sons, told him about ChatGPT, Mr. Ive said. Curious about his son's excitement over the chatbot, Mr. Ive connected with Mr. Altman. They became friends.

Mr. Ive said he was so enamored with the technology that he founded IO last year with several peers to conceptualize new hardware products suited to A.I. By early this year, it became clear that he and Mr. Altman wanted to form a partnership to work on a new generation of devices, he said.

Mr. Ive said the partnership was being led not by a fiscal imperative but from a place of building products that "benefit humanity."

"I believe everything I've done in my career was leading to this," he said.

Tripp Mickle contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/21/technology/openai-jony-ive-deal.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Nvidia's Chief Says U.S. Chip Controls on China Have Backfired

Jensen Huang, the chipmaker's top executive, said the attempt to cut off the flow of advanced A.I. chips spurred Chinese companies to "accelerate their development."

"All in all, the export control was a failure," Jensen Huang, the chief executive of Nvidia, said at a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, on Wednesday. Ann Wang/Reuters



By Meaghan Tobin
Reporting from Taipei, Taiwan


May 21, 2025 at 08:36 AM

Lawmakers in Washington have worked for years to limit China's access to the cutting-edge computer chips needed for advanced artificial intelligence, particularly those made by Nvidia, America's leading chipmaker.

But according to Nvidia's chief executive, Jensen Huang, those regulations, driven by economic and security concerns, have only made Chinese tech companies stronger.

The export controls on chips forced Nvidia to forfeit its dominant position in China while domestic companies like Huawei, the telecommunications giant, filled the gap, Mr. Huang said at a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan's capital, on Wednesday.

Washington's efforts gave Chinese companies "the spirit, the energy and the government support to accelerate their development," said Mr. Huang, who attended a tech conference in Taipei this week. "All in all, the export control was a failure."

Beginning in 2022, under President Joseph R. Biden Jr., the U.S. government imposed rules to curb the export of Nvidia's most powerful chips to China. Nvidia responded by modifying one type of chip, making it less powerful so it would fall below the government's performance thresholds. Last month, Nvidia disclosed that U.S. officials were requiring a license for future sales of those chips to China, forcing the company to take a $5.5 billion hit on inventory it had already planned to sell.

Although Huawei's chips cannot do everything that Nvidia's can, they work well enough to help Chinese companies provide A.I. services to people and businesses. In recent months, the government in Beijing has been pushing companies to stock their data centers with mostly Chinese-made chips.

"A.I. researchers are still doing A.I. research in China," Mr. Huang said on Wednesday. "If they don't have enough Nvidia, they will use their own."

Mr. Huang has vowed that Nvidia will do everything it can to keep selling A.I. chips in China. The day after the U.S. government opened an investigation into whether Nvidia's previous sales to China had violated its rules, Mr. Huang met with top economic and trade officials in Beijing.

Nvidia says it is concerned that any advantage gained by Huawei in China could eventually spread into other markets, helping Huawei build a stronger foundation from which to compete around the world.

Washington's controls on chip exports have made it increasingly difficult for Nvidia to do business in China. The country accounted for $17 billion of Nvidia's revenue during its last fiscal year, by percentage the least in over a decade, according to Bernstein Research. Nvidia reported $130 billion in global revenue during its last fiscal year, an increase of 114 percent over the year before.

"Four years ago, at the beginning of the Biden administration, Nvidia's market share in China was nearly 95 percent," Mr. Huang said. "Today it is only 50 percent."

This month, the U.S. Commerce Department said any person or company using Huawei A.I. chips could be in violation of U.S. export controls.

Countries around the world have been lining up to buy Nvidia chips, and the Trump administration has positioned itself as a deal broker.

Mr. Huang was in the Persian Gulf region last week during President Trump's visit there, as the administration struck multibillion-dollar agreements to sell advanced chips from Nvidia to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

Officials in the administration believe these deals will boost business for American A.I. companies like Nvidia and widen the nation's lead in artificial intelligence. Mr. Huang criticized the approach taken by the Biden administration.

"President Trump said very publicly he would like Nvidia to sell as many GPUs as possible all around the world," Mr. Huang said, referring to an Nvidia product needed for A.I. systems.

He said it was important that China's artificial intelligence developers work on systems made by Nvidia, "or at least on American technology."
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The New York Liberty's Championship Ring Is a First in More Ways Than One

There's a secret under all that bling.

Now the New York Liberty has a championship ring. The 28 stones in the leaves represent the 28 years of the Liberty, and 11 black diamonds in the "Y" of "NY" represent the playoff wins. Jason of Beverly Hills



By Vanessa Friedman



May 18, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When Clara Wu Tsai, an owner of the New York Liberty, and Keia Clarke, the chief executive, were deciding on the look of the team's first championship rings -- the ones unveiled to great fanfare on Saturday in a televised ceremony just before the Liberty's first game of the season -- they wanted three things.

They wanted the rings to take up the same space as the men's championship rings and to be just as outrageous, the better to reflect the growing power of the W.N.B.A. But they did not want them to look like the men's rings. And they wanted to make history.

That is not as simple as it sounds.

As with most sporting gear, championship rings -- those pieces of jewelry that are effectively wearable trophies -- were originally made for men and then altered (resized, feminized) to fit women. The approach was essentially the jewelry equivalent of "shrink it and pink it."

For years, women's basketball jerseys were simply smaller versions of men's jerseys, even though men's jerseys classically had enormous arm holes, and on women those arm holes acted mostly as unnecessary windows to the sports bra. Like the practice of wearing white shorts in soccer or bikini bottoms in track, it was not until a female athlete said, "Hold up, why are we doing this?" that anyone thought to redesign the garment.

Well, finally the same thing is happening with rings.

Sabrina Ionescu shows off her championship ring.  Heather Khalifa/Associated Press


It began, really, with the Las Vegas Aces, who won the W.N.B.A. finals in 2022 and 2023 and whose rings took the bling to a whole new level. (Their 2022 style had so many diamonds that it was said to be the most expensive in W.N.B.A. history.) But Ms. Wu Tsai wanted to raise them one. She and her husband, Joe Tsai, who also own the Brooklyn Nets, have been deliberate about making sure their women's team is given the same treatment as their men's team.

So the ring "became a major priority, more quickly than I think I even anticipated," Ms. Clarke said. "We won the championship on a Sunday, and by the next Friday I already had calls scheduled with the major players in the industry. We definitely weren't going to just take, say, what the Boston Celtics did and 'Libertize' it."

To do that, she and Ms. Wu Tsai enlisted Jason Arasheben, the founder of Jason of Beverly Hills, a jeweler who has been making championship rings since 2009. (He has made eight of the last nine N.B.A. rings as well as rings for the N.H.L., the N.F.L. and M.L.B.) Then, to add some local flavor, they brought in the Brooklyn jewelry designers Dynasty and Soull Ogun, who had been recommended by Swizz Beatz and were the founders of the brand L'Enchanteur, as collaborators. It took them all about four months to come up with the final design.

"If you look at rings from even five years ago, they were small, they were simple," Mr. Arasheben said. "But recently, we've seen them get bigger and bigger and bigger, partly because there is a certain level of competition between players and owners and also because it allows for more real estate to tell the story. Now with the New York Liberty, we've gone even further, even more over the top."

Also, Ms. Wu Tsai said, even further beyond the team logo.

The result is a ring composed of approximately 110 grams of white gold, as well as white diamonds, black diamonds and Brazilian paraiba tourmalines the color of the Liberty blue. The front features an oversize flame sandwiched between the "N" and "Y" of New York, while one side displays a player's name and number around an image of a tree breaking through concrete to symbolize Brooklyn's concrete jungle and triumph over adversity (and a run of bad seasons).

One side displays a player's name, number and a green shoot breaking through concrete in honor of Brooklyn. Jason of Beverly Hills

The other side commemorates the Liberty's first championship. Jason of Beverly Hills


There are 28 stones in the leaves to represent the 28 years of the Liberty; and 11 black diamonds in the "Y" of "NY" to represent the playoff wins, with 32 points to represent the regular season wins. The top unscrews to reveal an image of the Liberty's home court at the Barclays Center along with the unofficial slogan of the last season: "We all we got! We all we need!"

But the top, rather than transforming into a medallion, as some men's rings have done, actually conceals a pair of gold stud earrings in the shape of "NY," wearing the Statue of Liberty's crown on top.

"I think that from a technical standpoint, this ring is the best ring in W.N.B.A. championship history," Mr. Arasheben said. "We have ball bearings in there, we have screws in there, we have springs in there, and this is the first ring in championship ring history that has not only a twist-off top, but a compartment that houses a pair of stud earrings."

The top of the ring unscrews to reveal the Liberty's home court, some of their most important victories and the unofficial slogan of the last season: "We all we got! We all we need!" Also, for the first time, a pair of removable earrings. Jason of Beverly Hills


That may not sound like that big a deal, except that realistically, a championship ring "is not really a ring to wear," Mr. Arasheben acknowledged (with some understatement). It looks more like a ring that could be used to zap an alien.

Earrings, on the other hand, are a different story. They reflect, Ms. Clarke said, the need to consider the next stage of the athlete's evolution.

"Players are starting to think about their everyday looks," she said, referring to the growing importance of the tunnel walk for the W.N.B.A. as well as for the N.B.A. With the earrings, she said, their championship trophy "can be part of it."
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Axed and Answered: Deep Cuts From a History of Gruesome Crimes

In "Whack Job," Rachel McCarthy James finds a connection between self-reliance and brutality. And for the record, she has questions about Lizzie Borden.




By Sadie Stein



May 21, 2025 at 10:01 AM

You might think that writing about ax murder is morbid. "But, really, it's the history of civilization!" says Rachel McCarthy James, whose new book, "Whack Job" (St. Martin's), chronicles the bloody and fascinating history of this versatile tool and the people who wield it. In a video interview, James spoke about her favorite ax murderers, the banality of chain saws and Paul Bunyan. Her answers have been edited and condensed.

Who was your first? What got you interested in ax murder?

Well, it really started when I moved back to Kansas after college. My dad [the noted true-crime and baseball writer Bill James] was working on the book that would become "The Man from the Train," and hired me as a research assistant. Pretty quickly, it became clear that I was going to be a coauthor.

So, definitely, the first ax murderer for me would be the subject of that book. The ax was not quite a central part of the case; it was one of many elements, although the fact that all the serial murders were committed with the back of an ax was certainly something the newspapers [in 1911 and 1912] focused on.

 -


So how, exactly, are you defining "ax murderer?"

It's such an interesting phrase, isn't it? We don't say "knife killer" or "gun shooter." Culturally, it's very broadly defined -- axes are used around the world, and I explore their use as weapons of war, and as tools of execution and human sacrifice. It's really entwined with different versions of how we experience, and how we commit, violence. In the case of William Tillman, which I write about, who was a free man trying to escape enslavement, that was self-defense. He wasn't acting out of revenge or rage; he was trying to save his own life, save his own freedom. And a lot of these killers weren't especially fixated on axes; it's just what was around.

Do you distinguish between hatchets and axes?

Not explicitly, because in both cases, what makes it interesting is that it's a tool as much as it is a weapon. The ax has been crucial to the development of human civilization in so many ways, in terms of altering landscape, allowing us to build houses. And with progress, almost inevitably, comes grisly brutality. Working together means coming into conflict with each other.

What's one of the most intriguing ax murders you came across in your research?

I was fascinated by the 1980 case of Candy Montgomery, who murdered Betty Gore with a huge, three-foot ax. At the time I wrote the proposal, that story seemed kind of forgotten. Then maybe two months after I signed my book deal, there were two different warring TV series!

Which do you think is more accurate?

I like the Hulu one quite a bit better.

Jessica Biel in the title role of "Candy," a Hulu mini-series about Candy Montgomery, who killed her lover's wife with an ax. Tina Rowden/Hulu


You end up taking a surprising line on Lizzie Borden.

I put that in the book proposal almost out of obligation. I wasn't that excited about it until I actually got into the story and understood how deep the puzzle goes and why it's so transfixing to just so many people -- beyond the catchy rhyme. And now I'm quite convinced that the case is far more complicated than we've been led to believe.

While you get into global history, it struck me reading your book that the ax has a very particular relationship to the American mythos.

It does embody American colonial self-visions in a lot of ways. An ax was something that any pioneer knew how to wield -- there were so many different uses for it, building homes, shingles, as a cleaver, even shoeing horses -- and I think it was part of how they saw themselves earning the land, even though, of course, it wasn't really earned. But many of the people who came over, like George Washington's grandfather, were not used to tilling the land themselves. They were using enslaved people to do a lot of that work for them. Putting axes in their hands as well, which could be a key to rebellion.

Recently I came across a vintage hatchet cookie-cutter, and realized it could have been intended for Washington or Lincoln's birthday.

Yes, it's just an odd fact that both these February presidents have the hatchet association. It's clearly about self-reliance.

We associate it with Paul Bunyan, too.

Paul usually has a double-sided ax, which is interesting because that's kind of traditionally considered a feminine tool.

Logging is a big part of the ax story. Of course, logging now is all about sawmills and chain saws, which have also become symbols of gruesome violence, but the chain saw is, really, a tool. It doesn't have a history as a weapon, the way that the ax does. It really is just for cutting wood and, you know, occasionally you see it in real-life murders for dismembering. "The Texas Chainsaw Massacre" stands out. I mean, how many people really know how to use a chain saw?

You make the point that because everyone once had axes lying around -- and did know how to use them -- it was often the weapon of choice in a crime of opportunity. But nowadays, it's a more exotic tool. Does an ax murder today imply a greater level of intention and derangement?

Here in Lawrence, with homelessness growing as it is in so many places, there have been a number of incidents of people in encampments threatening each other with axes. Again, they have it as a tool, and when things escalate, it's there.

How are you at wielding an ax?

Not very good at all. I'm OK at throwing axes, but not great at swinging them. My boss's husband collects axes, and we went to their property so I could get a little practical knowledge. I was sore for a week after about 45 minutes of swinging the ax. It made me realize how hard it would be to actually murder someone.

Just to get it high enough to have the leverage -- not to be morbid -- is a feat. I mean, you need to be in shape. Or you'd have to be driven by an almost superhuman rage.
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He Documented the History of New York's Lower East Side. Where Will His Archives Go?

Clayton Patterson, the street photographer, has thousands of images, video and paraphernalia from the neighborhood's conflicts and characters. Now he doesn't know what to do with them.

Clayton Patterson has spent more than 40 years in his home at 161 Essex Street. John Taggart for The New York Times



By Jesse McKinley
Jesse McKinley moved to the East Village in 1988, and was eventually priced out.


May 19, 2025 at 04:45 PM

Enter the building at 161 Essex Street and you step inside the history of New York's Lower East Side, in all its chaotic glory.

The decaying two-story building -- covered in graffiti, stickers and a permanently drawn accordion gate -- is the home, office and inner sanctum of Clayton Patterson, the street photographer and renegade journalist. Mr. Patterson, 76, has spent more than 40 years here, accumulating an exhaustive collection of photos, paintings and other paraphernalia from his beloved neighborhood.

There are portraits of gender-bending performers like RuPaul and Lower East Side gangs like Satan's Sinners Nomads. There are photos and videos about the case of Daniel Rakowitz, who killed his roommate and girlfriend in 1989 and was rumored to have made soup from her body and fed it to the homeless in Tompkins Square Park. (Mr. Rakowitz was found not guilty by reason of insanity, and the cannibalism was never proved.)

The walls are decorated with graffiti by some of the famed taggers that Mr. Patterson has known over the years and paintings by Peter Missing, the musician and artist whose emblem of an upside-down martini glass was once ubiquitous in the East Village, carrying its implicit anti-Yuppie message: "The party's over."

There's a thick black binder of empty cocaine and heroin bags that once drew Anthony Bourdain, who visited Mr. Patterson just before his death in June 2018. Mr. Bourdain, a former heroin user, found a bag of a specific type of heroin he'd once tried called "Toilet," a moment he featured in the finale of his show "Parts Unknown," quipping, "You knew you were doing something bad when you bought a product called 'Toilet,' you know, and shot it in your arm."

A binder of empty cocaine and heroin bags collected by Mr. Patterson. Jesse McKinley/The New York Times

One of the baggies in the binder was named "Toilet." Jesse McKinley/The New York Times


Perhaps most well known, there are videos Mr. Patterson shot of the 1988 riots in Tompkins Square, footage that eventually led to his imprisonment -- for defying a court order -- and the indictment of six New York City police officers after police clashed violently with a group of protesters.

Amid all of it is Mr. Patterson himself, a graying Buddha in a worn wingback chair, sitting in an overgrown garden of his own creation, and preaching a sermon of the interconnectedness of all the subcultures he's inhabited: the worlds of tattoo artists and visual artists, drug dealers and drug users, punks and protesters, Jews and Latinos, squatters and street gangs.

"What all of this is about, in the end, are the overlaps," said Mr. Patterson, who has the letters "LES" inked on his belly and five Jack Sparrow-style dreads, running from his chin to his hips. "It really is the weaving together of a whole community. And it's big."

For students of the neighborhood's -- and city's -- history, Mr. Patterson holds a unique place, with admirers who call him "a legend" and "a unicorn."

"In another time, Clayton would be mayor of the L.E.S.," said Lucy Sante, the author of "Low Life," a definitive history of early New York.

Now, however, after more than four decades of taking photos (though he rejects the title "photographer," saying he's "not trying to be Richard Avedon") and collecting stuff, Mr. Patterson is in a jam: 161 Essex is falling apart, and its contents are endangered.

Once a Dominican wedding dress shop, his building needs repairs. Buckets catch water leaking from the roof, and electrical and other wires are taped to the walls. An old oil boiler sometimes seems overmatched by the cold leaking in through the storefront windows, and basic amenities are threadbare: rusted hot plates in a galley kitchen, a wooden sink in the shower, several unkempt toilets.



 Clayton Patterson



 Clayton Patterson

"I was just interested in documenting the neighborhood," Mr. Patterson said, which included people such as these throughout the years he's lived on Essex. Clayton Patterson

Unlike other local residents displaced by gentrification, Mr. Patterson owns his building and is in no danger of eviction. His plight, rather, is one of time and energy. He has survived prostate cancer, but is not sure how much longer he has.

"I'm fading," he said, adding: "The old body starts to dissolve, you know? I just don't have the juice I used to have."

Mr. Patterson knows he needs to clear out and organize his "archives." Ideally, this would mean emptying the building and having it redesigned as an open space -- a gallery or a research center or some combination thereof. And while he could undoubtedly sell his building and make a large profit, Mr. Patterson does not want to leave, saying the building itself has a "place in our history."

But it's a project he admits is beyond him. "I can't do it alone," he said.

Mr. Patterson said he has tried to find a place to store his possessions while repairs are made, approaching foundations, cultural institutions and even local developers. There have been some promising developments -- Mr. Patterson has discussed temporarily moving some of his archive to a space inside a nearby building, Essex Crossing.

Artwork hangs on his walls and every nook is taken up by his life's work. John Taggart for The New York Times


But the task is a daunting one, a collection of every conceivable keepsake, crowding corners and running up the walls: piles of papers, racks of clothing, stacks of canvases, boxes of snapshots, walls of video, shelves of books, cabinets of cameras, caches of cassettes, crates of unknown contents and countless bins of miscellany.

"This place," he admits, "is chaos."

And despite a large coterie of friends and near-daily visitors, his closest ally is unavailable to help: His wife and professional partner for the last half-century, the artist Elsa Rensaa, has dementia and lives in a nearby assisted living facility. 

Those who have been inside 161 Essex said it holds reams of evidence of the diverse crosscurrents that have swept through the area since the late '70s, when Mr. Patterson arrived in New York from his native Canada.

"What's in that building is as close to a priceless archive of Lower East Side history of the last 40 years as you're ever going to see," said John Strausbaugh, the author of "The Village," a history of Greenwich Village, as well as of a book of portraits with Mr. Patterson. "A lot of it is about the Lower East Side that has disappeared, and that exists, kind of only, in that one building on Essex Street. And that makes it really, really important."

161 Essex Filled Up

Mr. Patterson is part of a long line of New York City street photographers, a roster that runs from Jacob Riis, the famed 19th-century journalist and reformer, to Ricky Powell, who shot the likes of the Beastie Boys, Jean-Michel Basquiat and Run-DMC. Unlike Mr. Powell, however, Mr. Patterson rarely found famous subjects; rather, he sought to capture ordinary people.

"That's the beauty of what Clayton does," said Crystal Field, the artistic director of the Theater for the New City, the venerable company on First Avenue.

Mr. Patterson in a photo from 1988. Dith Pran/The New York Times


And for his supporters, Mr. Patterson's predicament is symbolic of the larger changes in the East Village and the Lower East Side, on the southeast flank of Manhattan.

"They will put a plaque one day where Clayton's archives used to be," said Phoebe Legere, a painter, filmmaker, composer and writer. "A sentence or two, right? You can just see it. A bronze reduction of his epic life and work. And meanwhile, the actual art, it's going to be ash in the wind. Unless somebody does something."

As Ms. Legere and others suggest, the area has seen a steady disappearance of cherished venues and hangouts, and with them the grit that once defined the neighborhood. Places like the Pyramid Club and Theater 80, CBGB's and Mars Bar, King Tuts Wah Wah Hut and Sin-e have all shuttered. Cheap eats have faded alongside cheap rents: restaurants like Leshko's and Odessa, both on Avenue A, are gone, as is the Life Cafe, where composer Jonathan Larson was said to have written "Rent." 

The print edition of The Village Voice -- once landing, every Wednesday, heavy with rental possibilities and futon ads -- is no more, and many of the neighborhoods' characters have died off. The Hells Angels, who used their muscle to keep East Third Street the safest street in the East Village, roared out of the neighborhood in 2019, as big-box stores have moved in (there's a Target on 14th Street, and one on Grand Street, too).

He has also dabbled in a dozen different worlds, including being a founder of the Tattoo Society of New York. John Taggart for The New York Times


Of course, the only thing more common than New York City neighborhoods "dying" from gentrication is neighborhoods being declared past their prime.

Ada Calhoun, the author of "St. Marks Is Dead," about St. Marks Place, one of the East Village's central corridors, said that while it was "excruciatingly painful to lose things that we love," the neighborhood still vibrated with energy.

"You go out there any night and there are teenagers and they are having their moment," said Ms. Calhoun, who still lives on St. Marks Place. "It is teeming with life."

Mr. Patterson often found that life right outside his door. Raised in Calgary, Alberta, Mr. Patterson met Ms. Rensaa in art school, and the couple moved to New York in 1979. In 1982, they found the building and approached 42 different banks, as he tells it, before finally getting a mortgage. (Mr. Patterson will not say what they paid, but the building is his, free and clear.) Mr. Patterson began taking photos of people who passed in front of 161 Essex, sometimes tracking generations of local residents: from children to parents to grandparents.

"I was just interested in documenting the neighborhood," he said. "And this way, they were all coming to me. And my door was the background."

But it would be video that eventually led to what is perhaps Mr. Patterson's most significant journalistic endeavor. On the night of Aug. 6, 1988, hundreds of people had descended on Tompkins Square Park, the major public space in the East Village, to protest a city curfew at the park, where some homeless people had been encamped.

Mr. Patterson shot video on the night of Aug. 6, 1988, when hundreds of people had descended on Tompkins Square Park, the major public space in the East Village, to protest a city curfew at the park, where some homeless people had been encamped. Angel Franco/The New York Times


Police, mounted and on foot, were dispatched to disperse crowds, a plan that devolved into a violent riot, with officers bloodying protesters, some of whom threw bottles and blocked traffic. And Mr. Patterson filmed it all, using a hand-held Panasonic to capture the riot as it unfolded.

A New York Times investigation after the clashes found that "officers wore no badges or hid their badge numbers, clubbed and kicked bystanders for no apparent reason and without arresting them, and streamed through the streets of the East Village in uncontrolled rage." Reporters used Mr. Patterson's footage to document their findings.

A month after the riot, Mr. Patterson was jailed for contempt after defying a court order demanding he surrender his videotape, led away in handcuffs even as supporters chanted his name. He was released 10 days later, after going on a hunger strike and turning over a copy of the video. (It was just one of a passel of arrests Mr. Patterson had over the years, usually in the course of shooting news events.) 

The riot earned Mr. Patterson a degree of fame, though he and Ms. Rensaa continued to sell custom-made baseball caps -- fashioned using an old Singer and an equally ancient button maker -- with wild designs (skulls, horned devils, Batman characters) circling the dome and inside the bill. Mr. Patterson also made money helping a local landlord manage his buildings, though Ms. Rensaa had a more lucrative calling as a "chromist," hand-separating colors for fine-art printing.

Mr. Patterson was held on a contempt of court charge for his refusal to turn over a video tape that he made of the Tompkins Square riot. Here, he is shown with his attorneys and his wife Elsa Paterson (her back is to the camera) as he left the courtroom. Jim Wilson/The New York Times


While Mr. Patterson would sometimes sell his photos and footage to mainstream news media outlets, much of his work was unpaid, as he roamed the streets most days and nights, filming and interviewing his subjects, asking blunt but probing questions.

As decades passed, he dabbled in a dozen different worlds: he was a founder of the Tattoo Society of New York. He self-published a three-volume history of the Jewish presence in the Lower East Side -- though he is not Jewish -- created anthologies about the area's film and social history, and a book on the denizens at the Pyramid Club, the gloriously grimy music bar on Avenue A.

He established a culture award -- the N.Y. Ackers, originally named for the experimental writer and performance artist Kathy Acker -- and was the subject of a documentary and a graphic novel, as well as of features everywhere from Vice to The New Yorker.

As he did all that, 161 Essex filled up.

One of the Last Old-Timers of the Lower East Side

Organizing Mr. Patterson's belongings would be a monster, friends said.

"You could have graduate students working on that for the next hundred years figuring out what he's got in that collection," said Mr. Strausbaugh.

Ron Magliozzi, a curator with the film department at MoMA, which previously acquired 14 of his video works focused on the club scene and AIDS protests, said others could be valuable if cataloged. "My admiration for Clayton's video is boundless, as were his interests when he was shooting in the '80s and '90s," said Mr. Magliozzi.

Alexander S. C. Rower, the president of the Calder Foundation, echoed this, calling Mr. Patterson's collection "quite substantial," and in need of sorting. "Currently, they're inaccessible," he said. "Which is the same as saying nonexistent."

 John Taggart for The New York Times

 John Taggart for The New York Times

 John Taggart for The New York Times

 John Taggart for The New York Times

Those who have been inside 161 Essex said it holds reams of evidence of the diverse crosscurrents that have swept through the area since 1979. John Taggart for The New York Times

Much of Mr. Patterson's video and photo work has been digitized, with the help of Ms. Rensaa and Teddy Liouliakis, a local marketing professional who has become a friend. Other efforts to help are also underway; the local city councilman, Christopher Marte, whom Mr. Patterson photographed when he was a boy, plans to start a capital campaign -- and his re-election bid -- at an event in early June, to raise money to renovate 161 Essex.

Mr. Patterson can be found most days sitting in his wingback chair, looking out at Essex Street at the traffic and people passing by. Filmmakers, journalists, artists, old friends all stop in regularly, pilgrims to see one of the last old-timers of the Lower East Side.

"I could never come here and be me again," he said, adding, "I've seen things that I thought were really historic and important just disappear."

Indeed, Antony Zito, an artist known for painting portraits of everyday people on discarded coffee cups, described a certain melancholy to Mr. Patterson's current pursuits, saying "he struggles with this sort of constant hunger for substance and culture and the underground."

And are those elements gone, or just harder to find?

"Both," Mr. Zito said.

Mr. Patterson still photographs visitors in front of his door, posting some of those snaps on Instagram. He asks everyone to sign his guest book, and a select few venture into the back rooms, where the "extremely valuable clutter" -- as Mr. Zito put it -- collects dust and dirt and the occasional raindrop.

After countless stories and hundreds of thousands of photographs, Mr. Patterson said his legacy depends on saving his archives -- one last assignment.

"It's a job, and I should be alive to do it; otherwise nobody will know," Mr. Patterson said. "Nobody is going to know."

"I could never come here and be me again," Mr. Patterson said, adding, "I've seen things that I thought were really historic and important just disappear." John Taggart for The New York Times
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On Comedy


The Weirdo Talk Show That Has Suddenly Found Its Way

"Everybody's Live With John Mulaney" understands what's wrong with the genre. Still, it took time to hit on the ambitious free-for-all it is now.

John Mulaney wore a blindfold for an entire episode, which also featured, from left, Richard Kind, Jeremy Levick, Patton Oswalt, Sarah Silverman, Alanis Morissette and Steve Guttenberg. Adam Rose/Netflix



By Jason Zinoman



May 20, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Last week, John Mulaney hosted his weekly talk show blindfolded, because, well, why not?

Covering his eyes enabled him to make a joke about what he has in common with the pope: "We're both from Chicago and we both willfully blind ourselves to the absurdities of our job."

Yet the stunt had less to do with opportunities for punchlines than with short-circuiting the rhythms of the talk show. Putting a host in such a predicament scrambles the script. Mulaney occasionally wandered away from the camera, leaving us, his viewers, abandoned and slightly worried for him. What's remarkable is that if you were to rank the most bizarre aspects of that hour of "Everybody's Live With John Mulaney" (every Wednesday on Netflix), blindfolding the host might not make the Top 10.

Consider the competition: Mulaney's sidekick, Richard Kind, told a story about taking a nap on a toilet during a date. An actor playing Yakub, a bulbous-headed ancient scientist who the Nation of Islam believes invented white people, came onstage to sing a show tune. That was followed by an actress who did an impression of Jean Smart -- that is, if she weren't smart. (The character's name was, naturally, Jean Dumb.) Steve Guttenberg appeared and underneath his name onscreen, it read: "Defund the Police Academy." Then there was the subplot of a daredevil robot named Saymo who broke up with his girlfriend in front of a crowd on a studio lot, then tried to roll off a ramp and fly over a car. He failed and crashed to bits.

With a lab-experiment aesthetic, "Everybody's Live" is the most ambitious, most anything-goes television talk show in many years. Whether it works is more of an evolving question.

The season began with a firm idea of what was wrong with other talk shows: actors promoting projects, overly planned chat, generic topicality, formulaic structure. Critics like me have long complained about these elements, and Mulaney, bless him, just did away with them. But figuring out the show you want to do is harder than knowing the one you don't.

"Everybody's Live" is less original than it appears (even the blindfold had been done before). Trying to escape topicality, Pete Holmes's short-lived talk show organized monologues around not the news but broad subjects like marriage or family. Mulaney did something similar, centering every episode on quirkier themes like "Can major surgery be fun?"

Nearly everything has been done before, of course, but Mulaney tends to steal from the best. (Like "Late Night With David Letterman," he did a Christmas special far from the holiday season.)

Mulaney's opening monologues have been a consistent highlight, mixing behind-the-scenes stories, like a failed attempt to book Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, with polished stand-up bits, like an irreverent case against the F.B.I. But some of his fever-dream stunts (recasting "Seinfeld" with members of Phish) are easier to admire than laugh at. The phone calls from viewers he fields in a recurring segment have often been awkward. And the panel chat can be aimless. How did they pull off a boring chat with Conan O'Brien, Tina Fey and Mulaney?

That's the risk you take when you do away with more prepared conversation. Mulaney asked Fey if she collected anything, learned she didn't and hit a dead end. "Everybody's Live" is still always interesting because of its taste and ambition and mad chutzpah. But a guilty thought occurred to me watching the first few episodes: What if someone went to great lengths to make exactly the kind of talk show that I want to see -- and I didn't like it? Is that on me?

Andy Samberg, left, and Robby Hoffman joined Mulaney for a show.  Adam Rose/Netflix


Truly adventurous talk shows take time to find their voice. And if you gave up on this program early on, you've missed out, because "Everybody's Live" has evolved, gotten tighter, funnier, more meta. Mulaney has downplayed the viewer calls (which could be cut altogether without much loss). And he has done more work strategizing for interviews, like one in which he and Andy Samberg read fan-fiction written about them online.

The bookings have become savvier, mixing relaxed stars with a chaos agent like the comic Robby Hoffman, who has the critical quality of appearing more at ease the more uncomfortable everyone else becomes.

In an episode spoofing fictionalized movies inspired by real people, Mulaney said everyone on the show was based on a real person. When an elderly man in the audience loudly complained that Samberg was playing him ("I'd never sit like that!"), the actor responded: "He's just mad that as part of my research, I slept with his wife multiple times."

Mulaney has also cultivated his own Lonely Island-like secret weapons, with hilarious videos by the writers Jeremy Levick and Rajat Suresh that skewer pandering anti-Trump political comedy and obsessive behind-the-scenes documentaries with pitch-perfect precision.

In late-night talk-show writers rooms, the true comedy purists have long pleaded for evergreen rather than topical jokes, but riffing off the news pays off. "Everybody's Live" has smartly embraced it more, parodying the "Sunday Morning" interview with Bill Belichick by having a woman interrupt Kind throughout one episode, creating a sidekick to the sidekick.

The show's core identity is that it takes big comedic swings that might go over people's heads, greenlighting ideas that other mainstream shows would reject. But as the season has progressed, the volume of jokes has increased. What started as loose and rambling now feels as punchy as a "30 Rock" episode.

Recently there's been considerable anxiety over the future of the late-night talk show in the streaming era. Everyone from Donald Trump to Jimmy Kimmel has said it is dying. I am more of an optimist, but there's so much disruption in entertainment right now that anyone would be foolish to confidently predict that in five years, late night will look like it does now.

But we tend to focus too much on these business questions when discussing the health of this venerable art form. And this breeds caution. It's worth remembering that the winner of the late-night war during the height of the genre's popularity was Jay Leno, a solid joke-merchant who has faded into obscurity. David Letterman lost, but that had little impact on his beloved reputation.

No artistic genre deserves to be around forever, but late-night talk shows should stay alive if they can continue to feature risk-taking artists doing funny work. Sometimes, that will mean safe jokes about the news, but the entertainment landscape is far more crowded than when the only laughs to be found on television around midnight were on "The Tonight Show." Now there's more of a premium on novelty and the unexpected.

Mulaney with David Letterman. The shows are loosely organized around a theme, like height. Adam Rose/Netflix


There is a rich tradition of that kind of late-night work going back to Ernie Kovacs and Steve Allen. Mulaney is making a high-profile case for that legacy, with the help of some of the biggest stars in popular culture. Whether their efforts will reach a big enough audience to get renewed is an open question. But an upcoming stunt has commercial promise.

About a month ago, Mulaney announced that on the final episode this season (May 28), he would fight three 14-year-old boys. Not since Hunter S. Thompson wrote about getting beaten up by a bunch of bikers to close out his book "Hell's Angels" has an artist promised a more pugilistic finale.

Is this whole thing a trick to get your attention? If so, it's a good one, because I have spent a fair amount of time considering ways that the host could possibly avoid taking a beating. It's not easy to dream up a winning strategy for a delicate-looking 42-year-old comic that doesn't include weapons or rigging the rules.

Mulaney appears confident about his chances. Of course, he always does. He takes part in all these stupendously stupid and absurd things, not with an ironic wink like Letterman or a sense of childlike silliness like O'Brien, but with an alien sureness, as if he were born to tell jokes blindfolded and get pummeled by teenagers for our entertainment.

Until recently, he was the wholesome, very nice young man of stand-up comedy. Then divorce and rehab shifted his image, and his special about it catapulted him to a new position: the most acclaimed stand-up of the moment. That he is now spending his cultural capital on this weirdo show is something that deserves attention, credit and, I hope, another season.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/20/arts/television/everybodys-live-with-john-mulaney-netflix.html
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George Wendt, a.k.a. Norm From 'Cheers,' Is Dead at 76

A burly, easygoing Chicago native, he became a staple of living rooms across the country for more than a decade as one of America's favorite barflies.

George Wendt as Norm Peterson on the long-running sitcom "Cheers." He appeared in every episode during the show's 11-year run and earned six consecutive Primetime Emmy Award nominations. NBCUniversal, via Getty Images



By Alex Williams



May 20, 2025 at 09:51 PM

George Wendt, who earned six consecutive Primetime Emmy Award nominations for his role as the bearish, beer-quaffing Everyman Norm Peterson on the enduring sitcom "Cheers," died on Tuesday at his home in Studio City, Calif. He was 76.



His death was confirmed by his manager, Geoff Cheddy, who did not specify a cause.

Over more than four decades, Mr. Wendt racked up 173 film and television credits, according to the entertainment database IMDB, and also appeared on Broadway, including in productions of "Breakfast at Tiffany's" and "Hairspray." But he was best known for "Cheers."

He appeared on every episode of the sitcom during its 11-year run on NBC, beginning in 1982. His streak of Emmy nominations for outstanding supporting actor in a comedy series began in 1984.

Mr. Wendt, a native of the South Side of Chicago, started his entertainment career in inglorious fashion, sweeping the floors at the Second City, the famed improvisational comedy club in his hometown that helped propel the careers of generations of stars, including John Belushi, Mike Myers, Tina Fey and Amy Poehler.

He was soon attending workshops with the troupe and, from the mid-1970s to 1980, was a part of the Second City's resident and touring companies. "I had no acting experience in my background," he said in a 2013 interview with the newspaper The Democrat and Chronicle of Rochester, N.Y., "but something just clicked."

With his easy charm and lunch-pail demeanor, Mr. Wendt headed for Hollywood to appear in the pilot for an NBC show called "Nothing but Comedy," featuring some of his Second City colleagues. He showed up on popular television shows like "Taxi," "Alice" and "Hart to Hart" before becoming one of America's favorite barflies on "Cheers."

On the surface, there was nothing remarkable about the Norm character, except perhaps for his general indolence and taste for suds. But as a regular guy among regular guys, he was highly relatable to countless fans of the show.

"Norm was the least offensive character -- except to Mothers Against Drunk Drivers," Mr. Wendt said in a 1991 interview with The Evening Sun of Baltimore. "The thing was, Norm never really got drunk," he said, adding that "he was the prototypical slacker -- that's why he was so popular."

Mr. Wendt in 2009. He stayed busy after "Cheers" left the air in 1993, with roles on television, in movies and onstage. Jeff Christensen/Associated Press


"But look at the reality," he said. Norm "was terribly overweight, he couldn't hold down a job, and his marriage was a mess. Still, if more barflies had award-winning Hollywood writers at their beck and call, they'd be popular, too."

George Robert Wendt Jr. was born on Oct. 17, 1948, in Chicago, one of nine children of George Wendt Sr., a real estate agent and Navy officer, and Loretta (Howard) Wendt. His maternal grandfather was Tom Howard, a celebrated photojournalist who had taken one of the most famous tabloid cover shots of his era, sneaking a miniature camera into the death chamber at Sing Sing prison in 1928 to capture a photo of a convicted murderer, Ruth Snyder, in the electric chair.

Mr. Wendt, who despite his German surname was largely of Irish descent, attended the University of Notre Dame, but without distinction: He dropped out with a 0.0 grade point average after settling in an off-campus apartment without a car in the middle of a Midwestern winter. In 1971, he earned a bachelor's degree in economics at Rockhurst University, a Jesuit school in Kansas City, Mo.

Despite that sober degree, he had little interest in the suit-and-tie world. "I knew that I didn't want to do something that I hated," he told The Evening Sun. "It was a process of elimination. Salesman? No. Doctor? No. Lawyer? No. Acting sounded pretty good."

Mr. Wendt, standing left, with the original cast of "Cheers." Next to him are John Ratzenberger, center, and Nicholas Colasanto. Between Mr. Wendt and Mr. Colasanto is Rhea Perlman. In front are Shelley Long and Ted Danson. NBCUniversal, via Getty Images


At the Second City, he met his future wife, Bernadette Birkett, who later provided the voice of Norm's unseen wife, Vera, on "Cheers." 

Once in Hollywood, he won a regular role as a gym teacher on the short-lived CBS comedy "Making the Grade." Later that year, he secured the role that would launch him to stardom.

Even so, it took a while for "Cheers" to enter the television stratosphere, he recalled in a 2014 interview with The Irish Examiner.

"The tipping point was the very beginning of Season 3," Mr. Wendt said. "We were behind 'The Cosby Show' in the lineup, and I guess people were too lazy to change the channel back in those days. Bill Cosby was a hit right out of the box, a No 1 hit as soon as it hit the air, so we sort of rode in the draft of Bill Cosby."

Norm was soon a regular presence in living rooms around the nation, bellying up to the bar in the fictional Boston tavern Cheers and trading quips with the likes of his postal worker friend Cliff Clavin (John Ratzenberger), the bartenders Sam Malone (Ted Danson) and Woody Boyd (Woody Harrelson), and the waitress Diane Chambers (Shelley Long).

He was known for his entrances, always punctuated with a zinger:

Sam: "Hey, what's going on, Normie?"


Norm: "It's my birthday, Sammy. Give me a beer, stick a candle in it and I'll blow out my liver."

Sam: "Hey, what's happening, Norm?" 

Norm: "Well it's a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, and I'm wearing Milk Bone underwear."



His considerable girth became a source of jokes on the show, but it also helped make Norm a relatable guy, someone viewers would feel like sidling up to at their neighborhood bar.

"One nice thing about being fat for a living is that you don't worry about losing weight or dieting," Mr. Wendt once said. "I don't know how much I'd have to lose before it was noticeable. Anyhow, if I lost 100 pounds, people would say, 'Oh, no, not another fat comedian wanting to be a leading man!'"

The wildly popular series finally came to a close in 1993. "It was a hard call," Mr. Wendt told the British newspaper The Independent in 1998. "It seemed initially to defy logic because of the job security, the quality of the work and the fantastic salaries, but it was absolutely the correct decision."

"You always want to leave them begging for more," he added.

He is survived by his wife, Ms. Birkett; his siblings, Kathy Sudeikis, Nancy Healy, Loretta Jolivette, Marti Doherty and Paul Wendt; his children, Hilary, Joe and Danny Wendt; his stepchildren, Josh and Andrew Trossman; and a grandson. (The actor and comedian Jason Sudeikis is a nephew.)


Mr. Wendt stayed busy after "Cheers." Among his many films were "Man of the House" (1995), starring Chevy Chase (Mr. Wendt had made a memorable appearance opposite Mr. Chase a decade earlier in the mystery comedy "Fletch"), and "Lakeboat" (2000), written by David Mamet.

He had his own star vehicle in 1995, playing a garage mechanic with a radio program on the "The George Wendt Show," but it ran for only eight episodes Two years later,  he played the owner of a celebrity tabloid in 13 episodes of the NBC sitcom "The Naked Truth."

Over the years, he appeared in a raft of television movies and shows; his roles included oft-imitated appearances in the running "Saturday Night Live" skit about working-class Chicago football fans pledging allegiance to "Da Bears."

He also reprised his indelible Norm character in a number of shows, including "The Simpsons," "Wings," "Frasier" and "Family Guy."

Mr. Wendt once said that he felt a lot of similarities with Norm, although, he added, he was a lot happier -- and clearly more ambitious.

Like Norm, he was never one to turn down a cold one. "I was a beer drinker long before 'Cheers,'" he once said. "When I put a couple of six packs on top of my grocery shopping cart, people are pleased. I tell 'em I'm taking them home to rehearse."

Ash Wu contributed reporting.
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German Police Arrest Five Teenagers in Domestic Terrorism Raid

The group planned and carried out arson attacks on buildings housing asylum seekers, authorities said, warning that far-right extremist organizations are increasingly attracting young people.

"This is a warning sign and shows that right-wing extremist terrorism knows no age," Stefanie Hubig, Germany's justice minister, said in a statement on social media. Sebastian Gollnow/Picture Alliance, via Getty Images



By Lynsey Chutel and Christopher F. Schuetze
Lynsey Chutel reported from London, and Christopher F. Schuetze from Berlin.


May 21, 2025 at 05:36 PM

The police in Germany arrested five teenagers in a raid on a violent neo-Nazi group founded by young people, federal prosecutors said on Wednesday, as the country records the highest number of politically motivated crimes in nearly a generation.

The group, known as the Last Wave of Defense, was started last year and has orchestrated attacks on buildings housing asylum seekers, prosecutors said.

Five male suspects, aged between 14 and 18, were arrested in three states in eastern and central Germany in an early-morning raid on Wednesday, prosecutors said. Three are leading members of the organization, prosecutors said. Three other members were already in custody.

All those arrested on Wednesday, who were identified only by their first names, are suspected of belonging to or supporting domestic terrorist organizations, prosecutors said. Two were charged with attempted murder and arson.

The young men are expected to enter a plea once their trial begins. They were not identified in keeping with strict German privacy laws.

"They all acted as young people with sufficient responsibility," prosecutors said in a statement.

The authorities also searched 13 properties across four provinces, following a monthslong investigation that included more than 220 police officers. Germany's justice minister, Stefanie Hubig, said it was alarming that all the suspects were minors when they founded the group.

"This is a warning sign and shows that right-wing extremist terrorism knows no age," Ms. Hubig said in a statement on social media.

Founded in April 2024, the Last Wave of Defense aims to bring about the collapse of Germany's federal democratic government, prosecutors said. Its mission is to destabilize German society by using acts of violence against migrants and groups whom they see as political opponents, in particular those affiliated with the left.

The Last Wave of Defense is among an increasing number of right-wing extremist groups that have become attractive to young people. The groups have proliferated on social media, with names like the Disruptive Squad and Young and Strong, according to reports in the German news media.

Germany recorded a 40 percent increase in politically motivated crimes from 2023 to 2024, tallying the highest number of incidents since the authorities started tracking these crimes in 2001. The authorities found that crimes linked to far-right ideologies had increased by roughly 48 percent from 2023 to last year.

"The biggest threat to democracy comes from right-wing extremism," Alexander Dobrindt, Germany's interior minister, said during a presentation of the figures on Tuesday.

The crimes recorded include political graffiti or ideological gestures, like the outlawed Nazi salute, as well as violent attacks, like the threats of violence directed at politicians during last year's election campaign. Arson and other violent hate crimes increased by 17 percent to 1,477 cases in 2024.

Prosecutors linked the suspects arrested on Wednesday to several different attacks.

Last October two young men set fire to a community center in Altdobern, about 50 miles north of Dresden. None of the people living in the center were injured, but the fire caused damage of about 500,000 euros, more than $560,000. Prosecutors described one of those involved in that attack, identified only as Lenny M., as a ring leader of Last Wave of Defense and linked him to other attacks, as well as recruiting new members. He was among those arrested on Wednesday.

In January, two members of the group tried to set fire to a building housing asylum seekers in Schmolln, a town 40 miles south of Leipzig, prosecutors said. They smashed a window and threw fireworks into the building, though no fire broke out. They also spray-painted right-wing slogans on the building, including "Foreigners Out," "Germany for the Germans" and "Nazi Territory," prosecutors said.

Members of the group had also acquired explosives in the Czech Republic, prosecutors said, for a planned bomb attack on another building housing asylum seekers, in Senftenberg in the east of the country.  
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Pope Leo XIV Calls for Aid to Enter Gaza

Calling the hunger crisis in the war-torn territory "heart-rending," the pope used his first general audience to highlight the issue.

Children waiting for a meal on Wednesday at a charity kitchen for displaced people in Gaza City. Saher Alghorra for The New York Times



By Elisabetta Povoledo
Reporting from Vatican City


May 21, 2025 at 05:09 PM

Pope Leo XIV called on Wednesday for humanitarian aid to be allowed into the Gaza Strip, using his first general audience in St. Peter's Square to highlight a situation he described as "heart-rending."

Calling the growing hunger crisis in Gaza "increasingly worrying and painful," Leo appealed for "the entry of dignified humanitarian aid and to put an end to the hostilities, whose heart-rending price is being paid by children, the elderly and sick people." His words were greeted with loud applause.

The pope's comments came just days after the leaders of Britain, Canada and France, allies of Israel, called on Israel's government to get more aid to Gaza. Since a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas broke down in March, Israel has withheld some aid in an effort to pressure the group to free dozens of remaining hostages.

The Vatican estimated that some 40,000 people were present in St. Peter's Square on Wednesday for the pope's general audience, his first since being elected on May 8. Since then, he has used several public appearances to call attention to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, as well as the war in Ukraine.

Three days after his election, in his first public remarks, he called for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and called on Hamas to release hostages still held in the territory. The militant group's attack on Israel in 2023 prompted the war in Gaza.

"Let humanitarian aid be provided to the stricken civil population, and let all the hostages be freed," he said in his first official message as pope.

Video: Pope Calls for Humanitarian Aid and Peace in Gaza

Pope Leo XIV made a renewed appeal to end the humanitarian crisis in Gaza during his first general audience at the Vatican.

Wednesday's renewed appeal to end the humanitarian crisis in Gaza came at the end of the weekly general audience, a longstanding appointment that popes have kept with the faithful for years. The encounter typically involves a reflection on a theme and ends with brief remarks on a topical issue.
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Israeli Soldiers Fire in Air to Disperse Western Diplomats in West Bank

The event in Jenin, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, came amid rising tensions between Israel and its foreign partners.

Video: Israeli Soldiers Fire at Diplomats in West Bank

A group of Western diplomats were touring Jenin, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, on Wednesday when Israeli soldiers fired at least seven shots to disperse the visiting officials.


By Fatima AbdulKarim
Reporting from Ramallah, West Bank


May 21, 2025 at 07:39 PM

Israeli soldiers fired warning shots on Wednesday to disperse a group of senior Western diplomats, Palestinian officials and journalists as they toured a Palestinian city in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, according to statements by the Israeli military and the Palestinian Authority and television footage from the scene.

No one was reported injured, but the event intensified the friction between Israel and its foreign partners amid growing international criticism of Israel's conduct in Gaza and the West Bank. The gunfire came two days after Britain, France and Canada called for Israel to end the war in Gaza, and a day after Britain suspended trade talks with Israel and criticized its support for settlements in the West Bank.

Diplomats from all three countries were among a large diplomatic delegation on Wednesday that toured the city of Jenin in the West Bank, with officials from the Palestinian Authority, the semiautonomous institution that administers parts of the territory, including Jenin.

The authority had organized the tour to highlight how the Israeli military, seeking to stamp out armed groups, had captured and partly demolished an area on the edge of the city. The neighborhood is known as the Jenin refugee camp because it mostly houses the descendants of Palestinians forced to flee their homes during the wars surrounding the creation of the state of Israel.

Toward the end of the tour, Israeli soldiers in the neighborhood fired at least seven shots to disperse some of the visiting officials as they stood about 80 yards from the soldiers, on the other side of a closed gate, according to several videos verified by The New York Times. The footage showed that the shooting began as officials milled around conducting interviews with journalists, several of them with their backs turned to the soldiers.

After the gunshots rang out, the delegation quickly retreated from the barrier and some members took cover on a side street.

The gunfire occurred a few hundred yards from where an Israeli soldier fired on a prominent Palestinian journalist, Shireen Abu Akleh, killing her, in May 2022.

In a statement, the Israeli military said that its troops had fired warning shots at the delegation on Wednesday because it had "deviated from the approved route and entered an area where they were not authorized to be." The military said it "regrets the inconvenience caused," adding that it was reviewing what happened.

Mohammad Jarrar, the mayor of Jenin, contested the military's claim, saying that Palestinian officials had agreed on the route that they took with Israeli counterparts earlier in the week. "There was no provocation," Mr. Jarrar said. "Only diplomats and journalists were there, and the visit plan was attached to the official invitation."

The French foreign minister, Jean-Noel Barrot, said the Israeli military's conduct was unacceptable and that he would summon the Israeli ambassador to France to explain what happened.

Canada's foreign minister, Anita Anand, wrote on X that she was relieved to know the Canadians in the delegation were safe and said she had "asked my officials to summon Israel's Ambassador to convey Canada's serious concerns. We expect a full investigation and accountability."

The European Union's top diplomat, Kaja Kallas, called on Israel to hold the shooters accountable. "Any threats on diplomats' lives are unacceptable," Ms. Kallas said at a news briefing.

Representatives of the European Union were among at least 20 diplomatic missions on the tour.

Reporting was contributed by Patrick Kingsley, Aurelien Breeden, Sanjana Varghese and Malachy Browne.
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Israel Recovers Troves of Documents Belonging to Its Most Famous Spy

Israel has long sought to bring home from Syria the remains of Eli Cohen, whose spying work is credited with helping Israel win the Arab-Israeli War of 1967.

An undated photo released by the Israeli Prime Minister's Office shows identity documents that belonged to Eli Cohen. Israeli Prime Minister's Office, via Associated Press



By Claire Moses



May 19, 2025 at 07:53 PM

For decades, Israel has been trying to recover the remains of Eli Cohen, one of its most famous spies, who was executed in Syria in 1965.

While that goal remains elusive, intelligence services and the prime minister's office on Sunday implied that they may have gotten one step closer by acquiring documents and personal effects from Syria that belonged to Mr. Cohen.

 The trove of 2,500 items includes documents and photographs from Mr. Cohen's years undercover, information about his final moments, personal artifacts taken from his home and handwritten letters to family members, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office said in a statement.

The Mossad, Israel's foreign intelligence service, worked together with an allied foreign government to retrieve the archives, the prime minister's office said. It did not elaborate on which country helped and when exactly it had recovered the documents. It was not clear how the government acquired the documents.

During his three years as an undercover agent in Syria in the early 1960s, Mr. Cohen fostered close relationships with top Syrian officials and provided substantial information to Israel, including about Syria's military, its relationship with the Soviet Union and power struggles within the leadership. Syria was Israel's main rival in the region at that time.

Two years after his death, Mr. Cohen's information helped Israel achieve victory in the Arab-Israeli war of 1967, also known as the Six-Day War, and seize the Golan Heights from Syria.

It was unclear if the documents shed light on where Mr. Cohen was buried.

The announcement came just days after President Trump met with the president of Syria, Ahmed al-Shara, in Saudi Arabia as Syria tries to reintegrate into the international community. At the meeting, Mr. Trump urged Mr. al-Shara to improve Syrian relations with Israel.

In Israel, the announcement about Mr. Cohen's documents and personal effects was received as a unifying moment at a time of division between Mr. Netanyahu and the country's intelligence services. "Everybody can agree it's a good thing," said Yitzhak Brudny, a professor of history and political science at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. "It's not controversial."

"It's a symbolic thing," Dr. Brudny said. "Eli Cohen is a symbol of success and failure."

Eli Cohen, far left, listening as he is sentenced to death by a special military court in Damascus, Syria, in 1965. Associated Press


Mr. Cohen was born in Alexandria, Egypt, in 1924, to Syrian Jewish parents. He moved to Israel in 1957 and joined the Israeli military intelligence service three years later.

The Mossad sent him to Damascus, where he was to pose as a Syrian businessman. Mr. Cohen befriended top Syrian officials under his new name and identity, Kamel Amin Thaabet. (In 2019, Netflix turned Mr. Cohen's tale into a six-part series.)

While working as a spy in Damascus, Mr. Cohen sent dispatches in Morse code to his Israeli bosses. He was caught after the Syrian Army intercepted one of his messages.

Though there had been claims that Mr. Cohen transmitted to his Israeli handlers too often, David Barnea, the director of the Mossad, said in 2022 that Mr. Cohen was caught "simply because his transmissions were intercepted and triangulated by the enemy."

In January 1965, the Syrian authorities arrested, interrogated and tortured Mr. Cohen for about a month until his trial. He was sentenced to death and publicly hanged in Syria in May 1965, at Marja Square in Damascus, his body swaying on the rope for hours. 

It was not the first time that the Mossad had dedicated significant time and resources to recovering some of Mr. Cohen's belongings. In 2018, Israeli intelligence recovered a wrist watch that belonged to Mr. Cohen in a complex operation in Damascus.

Nadia Cohen, Mr. Cohen's wife, has long campaigned for the return of her husband's remains so that a proper burial could take place. 

Sophie Ben-Dor, Mr. Cohen's daughter, on Monday reiterated the need for the return of her father's remains in an interview with the Israeli news site Ynet. She said it wasn't just about recovering his bodily remains, but "about a country's moral duty to look after its people."

Johnatan Reiss contributed reporting.
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A Tech Hub's Plan to Upgrade for the A.I. Age Runs Into Trump's Tariffs

A crucial cog in the global semiconductor industry, Malaysia aims to build high-end chips. It will have to contend with President Trump's trade policy first.

Workers at a factory in Penang, Malaysia, last year. The Southeast Asian country wants to move from assembling and testing semiconductors into chip design and cutting-edge manufacturing. Jes Aznar for The New York Times



By Zunaira Saieed
Reporting from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia


May 21, 2025 at 05:01 AM

The Intel factory is in the same neighborhood as the one set up by AMD, a rival chipmaker. A quick drive away is a plant built by HP. They are all part of a large thicket of buildings that evokes Silicon Valley but is in Malaysia.

American companies started opening manufacturing facilities in Malaysia's Penang State over five decades ago. The partnership has created tens of thousands of jobs and been a lucrative industry for Malaysia, which has become a crucial cog in the global tech manufacturing industry. It is one of the biggest sources of semiconductors exported to the United States, sending billions of dollars of components used in laptops, phones, cars, toys and medical devices.

Now, like so many places that have prospered thanks to international trade, Malaysia is caught in the cross-hairs of President Trump's tariffs.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim acknowledged on Wednesday that Malaysia relies heavily on the United States for trade and investment. But he said he could not accept what he described as Washington's tendency to dictate which side other nations should pick, a reference to Mr. Trump's trade war with China.

"You must allow countries to decide for themselves," he told reporters in Kuala Lumpur.

Until recently, Malaysia was seen as a beneficiary of Washington's desire to keep advanced chips for artificial intelligence out of China's hands. The thinking was that companies could insulate themselves from the intensifying U.S.-China rivalry by moving operations to Malaysia. The hopes were so high that last year, Mr. Anwar set an ambitious goal to prepare Malaysia to build high-tech chips used in A.I. He laid out a decadelong, multibillion-dollar plan to move Malaysia from assembling and testing semiconductors into chip design and cutting-edge manufacturing, akin to Taiwan.

This plan could be undermined by Mr. Trump's chaotic trade policy, which has left the industry guessing. Last month, his administration imposed a 24 percent levy on all Malaysian exports to the United States. Those tariffs were soon put on hold. The two countries are in negotiations -- the status of which is unclear -- but all Malaysian goods are subject to a 10 percent base-line tariff Mr. Trump has imposed.

But the president has said that he is also considering a blanket levy of at least 25 percent on all semiconductor imports, arguing that these imports could threaten U.S. national security. He appears committed to trying to move more chip manufacturing back to the United States, said Julia Goh, a senior economist with UOB, a regional bank based in Singapore.

A view of Georgetown on Penang Island. Malaysia has become a crucial cog in the global tech manufacturing industry. Mohd Rasfan/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"Mr. Trump may have reversed course on some tariffs," she said, referring to his administration's recent agreement with China. But he is unlikely to budge, she said, "when it comes to those tied to a strong agenda to push -- like semiconductor tariffs on the basis of national security."

Last year, the Austrian tech giant AT&S opened a factory in Malaysia in Kedah State, near Penang, making next-generation chips for AMD. It also has plants in Austria, India, South Korea and China, giving it flexibility to move production to different sites as a way to deal with new U.S. levies.

"But still we are closely monitoring the tariff situation," said Ingolf Schroeder, the company's executive vice president for microelectronics. "We are trying to build our supply chain as resilient as possible to be able to react to that."

The likes of Intel and Oracle, another American tech giant with operations in Malaysia, have discussed with Mr. Anwar, the prime minister, how to cope with Mr. Trump's plan, according to his government. About 65 percent of Malaysia's electrical and electronics exports are produced by American companies operating there, government data shows.

As the pandemic showed, disruptions or uncertainties in any section of the global supply chain can force multinational companies to consider raising prices. If these companies do not absorb the new tariffs, the higher cost is likely to be borne by American consumers.

Last year, Malaysia exported $16.2 billion worth of chips to the United States, accounting for close to 20 percent of all U.S. semiconductor imports, according to Reuters.

In March, Malaysia said that it would pay the British firm Arm Holdings $250 million over a decade to help build a local semiconductor design sector. It hopes to develop up to 10 homegrown chip-design firms that can bring in a combined revenue of $20 billion a year.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim of Malaysia, second from left, at an event announcing a $250 million deal with Arm Holdings, in Kuala Lumpur, in March. Hasnoor Hussain/Reuters


Malaysia has also attracted an investment from the A.I. chip darling Nvidia, which is working with YTL, a Malaysian conglomerate, to develop A.I. infrastructure.

France, Australia and Japan are among other recent investors in chip-design operations in Malaysia looking to establish alternative facilities outside of China, said Yong Kai Ping, chief executive of the Selangor Information Technology & Digital Economy Corporation.

Ng Meng Thai is a co-chief executive of Oppstar, a decade-old Malaysian chip-design company. He said companies in his industry should be able to cope with new tariffs, as it typically takes years for a chip to go from the design state to an actual product.

Still, he added, "some may spend less and delay product developments due to the uncertainty around tariffs."
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India's Security Forces Kill Dozens in a Bid to Crush Leftist Rebels

Military operations have intensified in recent weeks as the government has set a deadline of next year to defeat a decades-old Maoist insurgency.

Members of the District Reserve Guard at their base in Dantewada in Chhattisgarh state in India. The country's security forces have recently escalated their campaign to eliminate leftist militants. Jalees Andrabi/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Pragati K.B.
Reporting from New Delhi


May 21, 2025 at 04:47 PM

Security forces killed at least 27 people in central India on Wednesday, in an operation that the police said had targeted Maoist militants, as the authorities intensify a military campaign aimed at defeating the country's decades-old leftist insurgency.

Prabhat Kumar, a police chief in the state of Chhattisgarh, said that "several senior-level Maoist cadres" had been killed or seriously injured in the operation on Wednesday. Local media reported that a top leader of the rebels, Nambala Keshav Rao, who goes by Basavaraju, was among those killed.

Last week, in another bloody confrontation, the government said it had killed 31 members of the movement in a hilly region between Chhattisgarh and a neighboring state.

Amit Shah, India's home minister, called that operation a "historic breakthrough." He has set a deadline of March for wiping out the whole of the insurgency, which has raged fitfully for more than 50 years.

Human rights activists have warned of the possibility that innocent civilians have been killed in the campaign against the rebels. Bela Bhatia, a lawyer who works in regions affected by the insurgency, said that while rapid identification of the bodies by family members was crucial, the government often took days to present corpses.

She also said that when the Indian government claimed to have killed insurgents, it was unclear if "the killed Maoists surrendered and were then killed, or if they died in an encounter."

India's Maoist movement began as a guerrilla-style insurgency in the 1960s, when offshoots of Communist parties took up arms in the name of creating a classless society. It started in the eastern parts of the country and spread to the central and southern regions. The places where they are still active are collectively called the Red Corridor, a mostly forested area abundant in natural resources.

At its inception, the movement was a struggle for redistribution of land among landless farmers. Later, the cause became more associated with the rights of the 9 percent of Indians who belong to Indigenous minority groups. The fighters' leaders have said they aim to protect tribal communities' access to natural resources.

The Indian state regards the Maoists as an enormous threat, and critics say that this has led to military excesses in clamping down on the movement. In 2009, the prime minister at the time, Manmohan Singh, called them the country's "biggest internal security challenge." He made that assessment even after Islamist terrorists from Pakistan had been linked just a year before to a devastating attack in Mumbai.

During that period, India's security forces were escalating a military campaign to defeat the Maoists. The conflict has claimed thousands of lives on both sides in the past five decades.

The current operations, which are happening under the shadow of a frightening military exchange this month with Pakistan, are proving to be deadly even by historical standards. So far this year, more than 200 insurgents have been killed, according to government data. The government says 700 others have given up arms and surrendered.

Along with the sprint to crush the insurgency directly, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government has undertaken development initiatives, like building wider roads to the remote regions where the movement has thrived. The hope has been that greater outreach to local residents, most of them tribal minorities, might persuade them to oppose the insurgents.

"But the people are suspicious," Ms. Bhatia said. Many who live in those parts of the country depend on the forest for their livelihood. "They wonder if this development is only to aid in mining and exploiting natural resources," Ms. Bhatia said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/21/world/asia/india-maoists-naxalites.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




School Bus Bombing in Pakistan Kills at Least 6, Including 4 Students

The vehicle was carrying dozens of children to a military-run school in southwestern Balochistan Province, a region long roiled by rebel activity.

Debris at the site of the blast on the outskirts of the Khuzdar district in Balochistan Province, Pakistan, on Wednesday. Associated Press



By Zia ur-Rehman
Reporting from Karachi, Pakistan


May 21, 2025 at 01:00 PM

At least six people, including four schoolchildren, were killed when a bomb hit a school bus in Pakistan's restive southwestern Balochistan Province on Wednesday morning, officials said, the latest outbreak of violence in a region plagued by separatist insurgency and militancy.

Sarfraz Bugti, Balochistan's chief minister, said that, as well as the four students, the bus driver and a helper had been killed in the attack and that several others had been wounded.

"Forty-six students were on board the bus when it was targeted with a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device," Mr. Bugti said during a news conference in the city of Quetta.

He added that militant groups had been deliberately zeroing in on easier targets, such as children, over the past several months.

The attack took place in the Khuzdar district, about 180 miles south of Quetta, the provincial capital of Balochistan, along the main highway connecting Quetta and Karachi, the capital of Sindh Province.

The school bus was transporting students from various areas to a military-run school in a high-security cantonment, according to officials.

"The explosion occurred as the school bus was passing through the area," said Yasir Iqbal Dashti, a senior district official, adding, "The bodies of the deceased and the injured have been shifted to a nearby hospital." Those who were seriously wounded were later airlifted to Quetta for more advanced medical treatment.

After the explosion, a large contingent of military and police personnel arrived at the site and cordoned off the area.

Witnesses said that the blast had ignited the bus, leaving it destroyed. "The blast was so powerful that we heard it from miles away," said Mansoor Mengal, a local resident. "The site was strewn with blood, children's shoes and school bags."

Balochistan has long been troubled by violence linked to separatist militant groups, including the outlawed Baloch Liberation Army. The group frequently targets security forces, government infrastructure and Chinese citizens involved in projects connected to the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, Pakistan's flagship initiative under Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative.

This week, however, the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, an outlawed Islamist militant group primarily operating in the northwestern province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, near the border with Afghanistan, claimed responsibility for a separate attack in Khuzdar. That assault targeted a security post, killing four members of an irregular police unit.

No group has yet claimed responsibility for the school bus bombing on Wednesday.

The attack drew memories of a 2014 attack in Peshawar, the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province, in which Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan militants stormed a similar military-run school and killed more than 140 students and staff in one of the deadliest terrorist attacks in the country's history.

The Pakistani government and military, in separate statements, condemned Wednesday's attack and charged that "India's terrorist network orchestrated the assault through its proxy organizations operating in the region," though no evidence was provided to support the claim.

The two nuclear-armed neighbors frequently accuse each other of supporting cross-border terrorism and fueling instability. Both countries are recovering from a deadly four-day exchange of drone and missile strikes, ignited by an attack that killed 26 tourists in the Indian-administered part of Kashmir. India blamed Pakistan for backing the attackers, while Islamabad denied involvement and called for an impartial international investigation.
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Republican Bill Sets Stage for a New Global Tax Fight

Retaliatory taxes on foreign companies operating in the U.S. could open the door for a broader economic conflict.

If Congress passes the sweeping tax legislation being pushed by Republicans, it is likely to become a more prominent source of tension between the United States and other nations. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Alan Rappeport
Reporting from the G7 finance ministers meetings in Banff, Alberta.


May 21, 2025 at 07:45 PM

The sweeping policy legislation that Republicans are pushing through Congress is poised to reignite international tax and trade wars that have been on hiatus as policymakers around the world grappled with how to overhaul the global tax system.

Since taking office, President Trump has made clear that he wanted nothing to do with a 2021 deal brokered by the Biden administration that aimed to rewrite the rules of how the world's largest companies would be taxed around the globe. That deal, which was agreed to by the Group of 7 countries, created a new global minimum tax rate of at least 15 percent that companies would have to pay, regardless of where they locate their headquarters.

House Republicans are now pressing ahead with a bill that would essentially punish companies from those countries that move ahead with the global minimum tax. The legislation would substantially increase the tax bills for foreign companies that operate in the United States if they are based in countries that try to enforce the 2021 agreement and collect higher taxes from American multinational firms.

A measure tucked in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act would increase tax rates on such companies by as much as 20 percentage points over time if their headquarters are in "discriminatory foreign countries." The bill defines "unfair foreign taxes" broadly, giving the United States discretion over how and when it could impose new taxes on foreign firms.

The looming tax fight is expected to be a topic of discussion as finance ministers from the Group of 7 nations gather in Canada for three days of meetings this week. The issue had been simmering in the background as officials grappled with the fallout from Mr. Trump's trade war. If Congress passes the legislation it is likely to become a more prominent source of tension between the United States and other nations.

"Every country is sovereign in how they determine what's in their best interest and their tax policy," Francois-Philippe Champagne, the Canadian finance minister, said on Tuesday when asked about U.S. concerns over Canada's digital services taxes and the potential for retaliation.

A person briefed on Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent's priorities for the G7 meetings said that Washington would continue to voice its concerns about the treatment of American companies in the tax agreement if the matter arises.

In Mr. Trump's first term, his administration initiated trade investigations into nine countries and the European Union in preparation to retaliate over their plans to impose so-called digital services taxes on economic activity generated online.

The Biden administration took a more diplomatic approach, leading negotiations through the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development that culminated in a tax deal that was struck between more than 140 countries in 2021. The agreement intended to increase taxes substantially on many large corporations, halting a so-called "race to the bottom" on business taxation and to end an international fight over how big technology companies like Google are taxed around the world.

The two-pronged approach entailed countries enacting a 15 percent minimum tax so that companies would pay at least that much on their global profits no matter where they set their headquarters. It was also supposed to allow governments to tax the world's largest and most profitable firms by where their goods and services are sold, instead of by where they are based.

But technical disputes over the deal delayed it from being fully enacted and U.S. lawmakers ultimately refused to comply with the terms of the pact, which would have required Congress to increase the tax rate that American companies pay on their foreign earnings to at least 15 percent.

Republicans in Congress have for years assailed the agreement for raising taxes and giving other countries more power over American firms.

"They hijacked the O.E.C.D. negotiations to surrender our tax base to Europe and provide China with an unfair advantage," Representative Jason Smith, the Republican chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, said in February.

The new legislation would largely cripple the deal by punishing companies from countries that try to use the agreement's enforcement rules and charge American companies higher taxes.

"These lawmakers want to tear this up by root and branch," said Daniel Bunn, president of the Tax Foundation, a research center that generally favors lower taxes.

European Union countries have given the United States a reprieve from the tax deal while its future remained in limbo. It is possible the exemption could be extended out of concern that Mr. Trump will take additional punitive measures to retaliate.

Negotiations over digital services taxes could also be included in the trade negotiations that the Trump administration is holding with dozens of countries. However, the deal recently struck with the United Kingdom did not include any changes to its digital services tax.

"Passing the retaliatory provision will clearly complicate the tax and trade tension with Europe," said Itai Grinberg, a Georgetown University law professor who was a lead international tax negotiator in the Biden administration.

Mr. Grinberg suggested that U.S. states could consider raising their corporate tax rates to comply with the global deal so that foreign countries cannot attempt to collect so-called "top up taxes" on the foreign earnings of American companies.

It is not clear if Senate Republicans will push for changes to House measures on taxing foreign firms. However, tax experts noted that if the bill becomes law it could give the Treasury Department less leeway in international tax negotiations and potentially scare off foreign investment.

"The way it is written doesn't give a lot of room for compromise," said Dustin Stamper, managing director for legislative affairs at the tax firm BDO. "If they were to take effect and countries aren't able to immediately amend their own taxes laws, it would potentially chill inbound investment."

There are also questions about whether the legislation would violate international tax treaties, and how it would be applied to foreign individuals in the United States. Other countries could also opt against capitulating to Washington and instead retaliate against American companies with new tax measures.

"What it would actually do is to create a new front in the U.S. tariff war with its closest economic partners, extending that to taxes and investment," said Chye-Ching Huang, executive director of the Tax Law Center at N.Y.U. School of Law. "And just like the tariff war, it's U.S. consumers, workers and businesses that will be hurt."
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Hegseth Orders a New Review of U.S. Withdrawal From Afghanistan

The defense secretary's decision to select his chief spokesman to lead the inquiry into the chaotic end of the war was highly unusual.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has directed his chief spokesman to convene a panel to review the U.S. military's chaotic 2021 withdrawal from Afghanistan. Victor J. Blue for The New York Times



By Greg Jaffe
Reporting from Washington


May 20, 2025 at 11:35 PM

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said on Tuesday that he had directed his chief spokesman to convene a panel to review the U.S. military's chaotic 2021 withdrawal from Afghanistan and to ensure that senior military officials were held accountable.

In a memo to senior Pentagon leaders, Mr. Hegseth said that the department had been reviewing the operation that led to the deaths of 13 U.S. troops and 170 civilians at Kabul International Airport. He suggested that the effort led by Sean Parnell, the Pentagon's assistant to the secretary of defense for public affairs, would be more comprehensive than previous reviews.

Mr. Hegseth's selection of his chief spokesman to conduct such an inquiry was highly unusual and appeared to reflect a skepticism that uniformed military leaders would hold each other accountable.

Mr. Parnell served in Afghanistan for 16 months in 2006 and 2007 as a platoon leader in Paktika Province, near Pakistan's border, where he was wounded in combat. A news release announcing the review noted that he "lost countless friends to the war on terror."

He will be joined in the review by former Lt. Col. Stuart Scheller, who in October 2021 pleaded guilty to dereliction of duty, contempt toward officials and willfully disobeying a superior officer, after he excoriated senior military officials in the days after a suicide bombing killed the 13 U.S. troops at Kabul's airport.

"I want to say this very strongly," Colonel Scheller said in a video he recorded only hours after the deaths. "I have been fighting for 17 years. I am willing to throw it all away to say to my senior leaders: I demand accountability."

He was reprimanded by a military judge and ordered to forfeit $5,000 in pay.

In his video, Colonel Scheller criticized the military's senior leaders for closing Bagram Air Base, a large, secure facility about 25 miles from Kabul, and for relying entirely on a more vulnerable, civilian airport for the high-stakes evacuation.

"Did any of you throw your rank on the table and say, 'Hey, it's a bad idea to evacuate Bagram airfield'?" he asked.

Mr. Hegseth largely blamed the Biden administration for the poorly executed end to the war, and seemed to suggest, much as Colonel Scheller did in his video, that uniformed military leaders should have resigned in protest rather than carry out the flawed withdrawal plan.

"This team will ensure ACCOUNTABILITY to the American people and the warfighters of our great Nation," Mr. Hegseth wrote in announcing the effort.

But the review's narrow scope likely will not include the decisions that led up to the withdrawal, such as the deal President Trump and his first administration made with the Taliban in February 2020. That agreement set a hard deadline for America's retreat from Afghanistan after nearly two decades of war.

Nor does it seem likely that the review will look into the sudden collapse of the Afghan military after tens of billions of dollars in support from the Pentagon. Civilian and military leaders spanning four presidencies touted the growing strength and progress of the Afghan forces only to see them collapse in a matter of weeks as the U.S. military was leaving.
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Putin Visits Kursk for First Time Since Russia Drove Out Ukrainian Forces

The Russian leader traveled to the region in the west of the country where a surprise incursion last year embarrassed Moscow.

An image released by the Kremlin on Wednesday showed President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia visiting a nuclear power plant under construction in the Kursk region of the country. Kremlin.Ru, via Reuters



By Anatoly Kurmanaev and Ivan Nechepurenko
Anatoly Kurmanaev reported from Berlin, and Ivan Nechepurenko from St. Petersburg, Russia


May 21, 2025 at 12:03 PM

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia visited the Kursk region in the west of the country for the first time since Moscow's troops drove Ukrainian forces out of most of the territory they had seized there in a surprise cross-border offensive.

The Kremlin said on Wednesday that Mr. Putin went to Kursk's nuclear power plant a day earlier, led a meeting with local government officials and met with volunteers helping residents affected by the conflict. Images and videos of the trip released by the Kremlin were seemingly aimed at projecting a return to normality, even as fighting still raged in one corner of the region.

The visit came days after Russian and Ukrainian officials met for the first direct peace talks in more than three years.

Mr. Putin had previously indicated that he would not negotiate with Ukraine until its forces surrendered in Kursk, while Kyiv had hoped to use its control over Russian land as leverage in any talks to end the war. The visit could signal that Mr. Putin, the Russian leader, believes one barrier to negotiations has been removed, even as Ukraine continues to mount small-scale attacks on the Russian side of the border.

Ukrainian forces launched an incursion into Kursk in August and quickly seized some 500 square miles of Russian territory. But the push slowed after a few weeks and Ukrainian troops began to lose ground as Russian forces deployed there in greater numbers. With the help of North Korean soldiers, Russian forces managed to chip away at Ukrainian-occupied territory before launching a decisive counterattack in March that reclaimed most of Kursk.

The Ukrainian military still holds a sliver of Russian territory along Kursk's border, according to DeepState, a group of analysts who map the battlefield. It has continued probing Russian defenses in other border areas, too.

Ukraine's incursion was the first invasion of Russian territory since World War II. Both armies suffered heavy casualties during the nine months of fighting, which also inflicted a heavy toll on civilians.

The Russian government has said that nearly 300 Russian civilians died in Kursk, and that another 110,000 were displaced. The violence punctured any attempts by Russian propagandists to present the war in Ukraine as a distant, "special military operation."

The Kremlin has given few details about civilian deaths in Kursk and has restricted access to the area for independent researchers and journalists, making it difficult to get a sense of the true scale of casualties.

Mr. Putin's visit led news bulletins on Russian state television, as the Kremlin sought to showcase its success in driving Ukrainian troops out of its territory. The broadcast included some local residents in Kursk congratulating Mr. Putin, with one of the volunteers thanking the Russian leader. "We are preparing for a peaceful life," Yevgeny Karachevtsev, a priest, told him.

Many displaced civilians have complained about a lack of government support and the indifference of the majority of Russian society to their suffering. Mr. Putin's visit on Tuesday appeared aimed in part at addressing these concerns. During televised remarks of his meeting with the Kursk local government, the president promised to pay stipends to residents of border settlements equivalent to $800 a month.

The government has previously sought to respond to internal criticism about the war. In April, authorities detained a former governor of Kursk and accused him of embezzling millions meant to be used to build defenses in the territory against a potential Ukrainian attack.
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Kennedy's War on Pesticides Riles Farmers and a G.O.P. Senator

A health report commissioned by President Trump has been causing angst within the agriculture industry who fear the chemicals will be identified as a driver of childhood disease.

A Republican senator on Tuesday pointedly instructed Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. not to interfere with the livelihood of American farmers by suggesting certain pesticides are unsafe. Alex Wroblewski/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Reporting on health policy from Washington


May 21, 2025 at 02:07 AM

Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s long-running crusade against agricultural chemicals ran into pushback on Tuesday from the agriculture industry and a Republican senator, who pointedly instructed Mr. Kennedy not to interfere with the livelihood of American farmers by suggesting certain pesticides are unsafe.

The admonition from the senator, Cindy Hyde-Smith of Mississippi, came as President Trump was preparing to release a report on Thursday from a commission, led by Mr. Kennedy and named for his movement, to examine the causes of childhood chronic disease.

Mr. Trump established the panel to look at a range of potential factors, including chemicals, which Mr. Kennedy has said "pollute our bodies the same way that they pollute the soil." Mr. Kennedy and his followers in the "Make America Healthy Again" movement have previously singled out the agricultural chemical glyphosate, originally made by Monsanto, which is now owned by Bayer, the German chemical and pharmaceutical giant.

The key ingredient in Roundup, the chemical has long been a target of environmental groups. In 2020, Bayer paid more than $10 billion to settle tens of thousands of claims alleging Roundup causes cancer. In 2018, when he was an environmental lawyer, Mr. Kennedy helped win a $289 million judgment against Monsanto, in a case brought by a man who said the company's weedkillers, including Roundup, caused his cancer.

As Mr. Kennedy was testifying Tuesday before members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Ms. Hyde-Smith asserted that "1,500 studies and 50-plus years of review" of glyphosate by the Environmental Protection Agency and "other global health authorities have affirmed its safety when used as directed." She also suggested in no uncertain terms that the commission had better get its facts straight.

"Mr. Secretary, we have to get this right; you have to be 100 percent certain," Ms. Hyde-Smith said, adding, "Before you start suggesting an initial assessment that the methods in which the farmers provide our food is unsafe, I trust your report will be described as an initial assessment of things to be considered but yet to be determined."

Mr. Kennedy told Ms. Hyde-Smith that whatever she may have heard about the report was wrong, and that there was nothing in it that would alarm farmers.

Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith, Republican of Mississippi, argued that studies proved glyphosate was safe "when used as directed." Allison Dinner/EPA, via Shutterstock


"We cannot take any step that will put a single farmer in this country out of business," he said, adding that there are "a million farmers who rely on glyphosate" and "we are not going to do anything to jeopardize that business model."

The American Farm Bureau Federation, a lobbying organization that calls itself the "leading voice of farmers in Washington," also weighed in on Tuesday. In a statement, its president, Zippy Duvall, urged Mr. Trump and his advisers to "carefully review" the forthcoming report "to ensure it is based on sound science and not ideological theories."

The House Agriculture Committee, which is controlled by Republicans, posted the statement on  social media in its own apparent warning to Mr. Kennedy.

Organic farmers, however, have complained that when large commercial farmers use Roundup it wafts over their land, and the resulting "herbicide drift" ruins their crops.

Mr. Kennedy campaigned on a promise of removing pesticides from the food supply. The Wall Street Journal reported last week that some White House officials are concerned that any effort to do so could interrupt the food supply chain.

"Secretary Kennedy welcomes open debate, but H.H.S. remains focused on independent, gold-standard science," Andrew Nixon, a spokesman for Mr. Kennedy, said in a statement. "The MAHA Commission will follow the evidence to protect public health and rural communities."

The exchange with Ms. Hyde-Smith reflects divisions between Mr. Trump's "Make America Great Again" wing of the Republican Party and Mr. Kennedy's MAHA movement.

While farmers and the agriculture industry have expressed concerns, Mr. Kennedy's allies in the drive against pesticides range from environmentalists to men's rights influencers who believe chemicals cause harm.

Many of Mr. Kennedy's supporters are Democrats, or former Democrats who left the party to vote for Mr. Trump. Mr. Kennedy and his following have argued that federal public health agencies have fallen under the influence of the pharmaceutical industry, which they refer to as "corporate capture."

Vani Hari, one of those former Democrats -- who considers herself part of the contingent of "MAHA Moms" who support Mr. Kennedy -- has been waging a war against glyphosate for a decade. Ms. Hari accused the American Farm Bureau Federation of doing the bidding of the chemical industry.

"This pushback is something that is organized and orchestrated by the chemical industry, and it's being planted in our government officials, in our elected officials, to question Robert F. Kennedy and to pressure him not to give Americans the truth about what is causing chronic disease and cancer in this country," Ms. Hari said in an interview.

The science on glyphosate is still not settled, and prominent organizations have drawn conflicting conclusions about the chemical after reviewing the research.

In 2015, the International Agency for Research on Cancer classified glyphosate as "probably carcinogenic to humans." But in 2017, the E.P.A. concluded that glyphosate was "not likely to be carcinogenic to humans" and that it posed "no other meaningful risks to human health when the product is used according to the pesticide label."

Mr. Trump issued an executive order creating the MAHA commission on Feb. 13, the day Mr. Kennedy was sworn in as health secretary. Chaired by Mr. Kennedy, the commission includes cabinet secretaries, such as the agriculture secretary, as well as the leaders of the E.P.A. and various public health agencies.

The president instructed the panel to study "the scope of the childhood chronic disease crisis and any potential contributing causes, including the American diet, absorption of toxic material, medical treatments, lifestyle, environmental factors, Government policies, food production techniques, electromagnetic radiation, and corporate influence or cronyism."

He asked the commission to issue a "Make America Healthy Again Assessment" in 100 days; that is the report that will be made public on Thursday. Then the panel has 80 days to come up with a strategy for "appropriately restructuring the Federal Government's response to the childhood chronic disease crisis."
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Federal Cuts Become 'All Consuming' at Harvard's Public Health School

At the T.H. Chan School of Public Health, which relies heavily on federal support, a crisis response is underway and a reshaping of the institution feels inevitable.

The Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health receives 59 percent of its operating revenue from the federal government and other outside sponsors. Sophie Park for The New York Times



By Jenna Russell
Reporting from Boston


May 21, 2025 at 10:02 AM

In a windowless conference room at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health last Thursday, Amanda Spickard, an associate dean, sat with half a dozen colleagues, improvising a plan for the havoc about to unfold.

Within a few hours, more than 130 researchers at the graduate school would receive emails canceling the federal funding for their work. No other division of the university relies as heavily on government support, and Ms. Spickard's team was all too aware that the loss of tens of millions of dollars would end careers, halt progress toward medical breakthroughs and reshape the institution.

As recently as a few weeks ago, everyone at the table had been consumed with other tasks in the Office of Research Strategy and Development, smoothing wrinkles with lab equipment or scientific journals for faculty members, who number nearly 200, and other researchers. Those concerns now seemed quaint and distant.

"Other work has ground to a halt, because this is all-consuming," Ms. Spickard said. "We're professional troubleshooters, but now for 190 people at the same time, all facing an existential crisis."

Since April 14, when Harvard refused to comply with a list of demands from the Trump administration, the Chan School had braced for a crackdown. The administration promised to freeze more than $2 billion in grants and contracts to the entire university; the public health school had been slated to receive more than $200 million in federal grants and contracts in the current fiscal year.

The administration has argued that wealthy universities like Harvard, which has a $53 billion endowment, should be able to fund their work without the help of the federal government. In a recent letter to Harvard, the education secretary, Linda McMahon, wrote that the university "should have no problem using its overflowing endowment to fund its bloated bureaucracy."

The faculty at the Chan School had watched with growing trepidation as early "stop work" orders trickled in from the government and the school began to scale back spending. Among other things, it ended leases on off-campus buildings, cut summer programs for high school students and replaced an end-of-year reception with a "spring stroll" in a public garden.




Then last week, the trickle became a flood, swamping a school where 59 percent of operating revenue comes from the federal government and other outside sponsors. By comparison, Harvard Medical School receives 35 percent of its revenue from such sponsors, the Graduate School of Education 22 percent, the Kennedy School of Government 16 percent, and Harvard Law School 3 percent.

"It's one thing to suspect it, and another thing to go through it," said Marc Weisskopf, a professor of environmental epidemiology at the Chan School, who was off campus at a symposium on aging when the email canceling his funding appeared in his inbox. "It feels like a gut punch."

Painful as it was for him to contemplate the end of his 20-year quest to understand why military veterans are more likely to be diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, Dr. Weisskopf said his first thought was his staff, 10 to 15 researchers whose jobs and futures were now at serious risk.

Originally established in 1913 as the Harvard-M.I.T. School of Health Officers, the first professional training program in the country for public health leaders, the school became its own degree-granting branch of Harvard in 1946. It was renamed in 2014 after a record-breaking $350 million gift led by Gerald Chan, an alumnus who intended it to be "a tool for stimulating the spirit of service."

A key element of its mission has been to improve the health of underserved groups, including women, children, people of color and L.G.B.T.Q. people. That focus on "health equity" has made the school a target of the Trump administration, which initially told some Chan researchers that their funding had been stopped because of "amorphous equity objectives" that were "antithetical to scientific inquiry."

Such goals, federal health officials wrote to at least one student researcher, "do nothing to expand our knowledge of living systems, provide low returns on investment, and ultimately do not enhance health, lengthen life or reduce illness."

As Harvard hardened its position, the funding freeze expanded to every corner of Chan's portfolio. The administration's explanations grew less nuanced, and became more broadly focused on Harvard's "troubling entitlement mind-set," and allegations that the university had allowed antisemitism to fester unchecked.

Other top-tier schools of public health have also taken hits, including the Bloomberg School of Public Health at Johns Hopkins University. But no other place has seen its federal support so fully withdrawn as the Chan School.

 "We're giving away one of the few areas, biomedical science, where we have had global leadership," said Walter Willett, a Chan epidemiologist who studies the effects of diet and other lifestyle factors on heart disease and cancer. Sophie Park for The New York Times


"This is ground zero," said Walter Willett, a Chan epidemiologist who has spent 40 years studying the effects of diet and other lifestyle factors on heart disease and cancer.

As technology rapidly advances, he said, the potential of biomedical research is fast expanding, as is the value of the repositories that the school has built over decades. In one storage facility on campus, three million blood and urine samples, collected from 100,000 nurses over more than 40 years, are kept in freezers filled with liquid nitrogen, available for use by scientists around the country.

The United States is now at risk of falling behind, just as it was poised for acceleration, Dr. Willett said: "We're giving away one of the few areas, biomedical science, where we have had global leadership."

The research at the Chan School is dizzying in its diversity. Among hundreds of other subjects, faculty members study aging and life spans; the connection between Medicare coverage and mortality; the cancer risk of eating red meat; links between environmental exposures and dementia; the parasites that cause malaria; children's mental health in migrant detention centers; and the relationship between coffee consumption, gut health and colon cancer.

Among those who have been ordered to end their funded research is Sarah Fortune, a tuberculosis expert seeking better prevention and treatment for the disease, and Alberto Ascherio, an epidemiologist whose work probing causes of multiple sclerosis, by tracking the health of 10 million soldiers, won a prestigious Breakthrough Prize last month after he found that people infected with the Epstein-Barr virus were at increased risk of developing M.S.

In retrospect, some of the school's scientists said, it would have been wise to diversify their funding sources. But because the federal grant review process is known for its competitive rigor, the school had seen its robust federal support as evidence of strength, not weakness or dependency, administrators and researchers said.

A key element of the Chan School's mission has been to improve the health of underserved or economically vulnerable groups, including women, children, people of color and L.G.B.T.Q. people.  Sophie Park for The New York Times


Defenders of the school say that the Trump administration's narrative has twisted the long history of fruitful collaboration between the government and universities, depicting scientists as freeloaders without acknowledging the lasting public benefit of deep research investments.

"It came out of the government saying, back to World War II, 'We want to lead the world in science and technology,'" said Ms. Spickard, the associate dean. "They were commissioning us to do this work."

Kenneth L. Marcus, who served as head of civil rights in the Education Department during the first Trump administration, said that did not free Harvard from responsibility for its campus climate.

"As government officials, we often have an agonizing choice between cutting beneficial programs and permitting continued civil rights violations," said Mr. Marcus, the chairman of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law.

The Chan School's compact campus -- wedged among highly rated hospitals such as Brigham and Women's and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in the Longwood neighborhood of Boston -- sits across a courtyard from the towering marble columns of Harvard Medical School. About 40 percent of Chan students are international, and conversations in English, Spanish and Japanese could be heard in its halls one recent afternoon.

The tables in the cafeteria were covered with white paper last week, so students stressed by finals could take a coloring break. In the busy atrium at the school's main entrance, a staff videographer recruited students and scientists passing by to describe their research in just seven words, part of a crisis-driven push to clearly communicate the school's contributions.

That skill will be critical as Chan tries to pivot to new funding sources, said administrators, who are rapidly planning workshops where faculty members can hone their elevator pitches and learn strategies for networking with potential industry and foundation donors.

Disha Ganjegunte, who is graduating next week with a master's degree in global health, said the pressure on the school had only deepened her commitment to her work in human rights and conflict resolution. Sophie Park for The New York Times


First, though, researchers will have to master other new skills, like how to lay off staff members and notify thousands of longtime study participants that their help may no longer be needed. At their planning meeting last week, research staff members devised a "bad news care package" to be emailed to lead researchers, with links to policies and contacts that they would need as they winnowed their teams and wound down their studies.

"We're asking faculty, in a very taxing, chaotic time, to also be entrepreneurial," Ms. Spickard said, "and that's a tall order for people whose life work is being undone in real time."

Some of the school's researchers are already being recruited by universities in Europe and China who see a sudden opportunity, said Karen Emmons, a professor of social and behavioral sciences. Others may find their prospects, and enthusiasm, dimmed as a result of what is happening.

"Feeling like a pariah is hard for younger people," she said. "It's a very different way of being."

Disha Ganjegunte, who is graduating next week with a master's degree in global health, and is the president of the Chan School's student government, said the pressure on the school had only deepened her commitment to her work in human rights and conflict resolution.

"Opposition doesn't make these issues any less real," she said. "Public health as a field is very resilient, and it's overcome a lot, from climate change to human rights being questioned. I think what's happening is a wake-up call, and it only makes me more stubborn."
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On Education, DeSantis's Florida Paved the Way for Trump's America

Once bitter rivals, the president and the governor now share an education agenda they hope will reshape schools across the nation.

Gov. Ron DeSantis has pursued conservative priorities for schools in his state. President Trump is trying to do the same for schools nationwide. Joe Raedle/Getty Images



By Dana Goldstein



May 19, 2025 at 10:01 AM

When it comes to education, America under President Trump increasingly looks a lot like Florida under Gov. Ron DeSantis.

The Supreme Court is poised to allow parents to opt their children out of school lessons they oppose on religious grounds; in Florida, parents already have some opt-out rights.

The Trump administration has moved to withhold funding from schools and colleges with diversity practices it opposes, while pushing a "patriotic" curriculum.

Mr. DeSantis got there first.

Texas Republicans have created a gargantuan new private-school choice program, while Republican leaders in Congress have advanced a bill to allow federal dollars to pay for private-school tuition and home-schooling.

Florida has more children using vouchers than any other state in the nation.

Mr. Trump easily vanquished Mr. DeSantis in last year's Republican primary, often belittling him along the way. But it is Mr. DeSantis who pioneered the education agenda that Mr. Trump and so many other conservatives have taken up with zeal.

Mr. Trump invited Mr. DeSantis to attend his signing ceremony in March for an executive order seeking to shutter the Department of Education. It was, perhaps, an indication of a detente between the men, and an acknowledgment of Mr. DeSantis's leadership on education.

Mr. Trump invited Mr. DeSantis to attend a signing ceremony in March for an executive order seeking to shutter the Department of Education. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


In a written statement, Harrison Fields, a spokesman for Mr. Trump, said, "Many states, including Florida, are leading in this area, and they now have a partner in the Oval Office who prioritizes parents' fundamental role in choosing what's best for their children."

A spokesman for Mr. DeSantis said the governor was not available for an interview.

DeSantis allies are also often fiercely loyal to Mr. Trump. So it can be awkward for them to speak openly about the inspiration the proud president appears to have taken from a former rival.

Some point out that it was Mr. Trump who began the so-called "war on woke" in 2020, with an executive order targeting liberal ideas about race.

"President Trump really opened up the culture war at the end of his first term," said Christopher Rufo, a close ally of both men who shaped many of the ideas and strategies of the right-wing movement to eradicate diversity programs. "There's a continuity."

But that 2020 executive order focused on employee trainings, not schools. It was Mr. DeSantis who zeroed in on education, tapping into rising parent anger during the Covid-19 pandemic. He required Florida schools to offer in-person learning and swore to root out liberal ideas on race and gender from classrooms, signing a spate of laws and elevating these issues in the presidential campaign.

"Far be it for President Trump to be so foolish as to ignore a good idea," said Tiffany Justice, a founder of Moms for Liberty, the right-wing parental-rights group that was key in shaping Mr. DeSantis's agenda in Florida.

President Trump and Tiffany Justice, a founder of Moms For Liberty at an event last year in Washington, D.C. She has praised his efforts in office so far. Jason Andrew for The New York Times


But a comparison of the DeSantis and the Trump records also illustrates why, in many cases, it is easier to remake education from a state capitol than from Washington.

In higher education, Mr. Trump has tried a number of aggressive moves to push universities like Harvard and Columbia to eliminate diversity programs and put some left-leaning academic departments under outside oversight.

But American law provides few avenues for a president to control a college. Columbia has acquiesced to some federal demands. Harvard, on the other hand, is suing.

In Florida, by contrast, Mr. DeSantis targeted a small public liberal arts school, the New College of Florida, and was able to remake it in fairly short order. He appointed trustees who shut down diversity programs, abolished the gender studies department and recruited student-athletes. Some faculty fled.

Richard Corcoran, a close ally of Mr. DeSantis, became president of New College after serving as state education commissioner, where he had carried out the governor's priorities in K-12 schools.

He noted that while previous Florida governors, like Jeb Bush, had also focused on education reform, Mr. DeSantis took conservative ideas about schools and colleges into "another whole stratosphere."

The institutions Mr. DeSantis has focused on are public, easing his path. But Mr. Corcoran also noted that education policy is often locally driven.

"The local and state level is where liberal policy is passed and promulgated more than any other level," he said, adding that he thought Mr. Trump still had an important role to play. "The president and Department of Education should use the power of the purse to clean that up."

A protest at New College of Florida, a left-leaning liberal arts school where Mr. DeSantis appointed conservative leadership. Todd Anderson for The New York Times


That is easier said than done. In K-12 education, the federal government provides less than 10 percent of the funding. Existing laws and statutes explicitly prevent federal agencies from dictating curriculum or teaching strategies.

States provide 90 percent of the funding for public schools, set learning standards and regulate the teaching profession.

Mr. DeSantis used those levers to make rapid change, which Florida educators, students and parents immediately felt.

In 2023, he signed a law making education savings accounts available to every Florida student regardless of family income. Taxpayer dollars can now fund private school tuition, for-profit virtual learning and home-schooling.

At the same time, Mr. DeSantis and his allies in the state legislature restricted how race, gender, sexuality and American history could be talked about in public schools.

Lessons on white privilege were banned, as were discussions of L.G.B.T.Q. identities in the early grades. Teachers of all subjects were offered $3,000 bonuses to attend trainings in a required new civics curriculum, which emphasized Constitutional originalism and the Christian beliefs of the Founding Fathers. Educators could be fired for affirming a student's transgender identity.

Even allies of Mr. Trump who praise his agenda acknowledge the barriers he faces. He is trying to reshape an education system that, in the United States, is designed to be locally controlled.

"I have been working with President Trump and helping with executive orders. But those things can be changed by another president," said Ms. Justice, the Moms for Liberty founder.

She has recently left that group and is starting a new effort, based at the Heritage Foundation, which will push for state ballot initiatives.

"The action needs to happen at the state level," she said.

There is still potential for significant action at the national level, however, just not in the executive branch.

The Supreme Court, with its conservative majority, is considering or may soon take up a number of cases that could push elements of Mr. DeSantis's agenda into more left-leaning states.

Last month, the court heard arguments in a case brought by Maryland parents, who wanted to opt their young children out of classroom readings of books with L.G.B.T.Q. themes, which they said violated their religious values. A lawyer for the parents, Eric S. Baxter, acknowledged that they were trying to set a precedent that would apply to parents who had religious objections to any school content, including in the upper grades.

Mr. Baxter argued that parents should be able to opt their children out of a high school biology lesson on evolution, for example. He also assured the justices that the right to opt out would not be a burden to schools because few parents would take advantage of it.

In Florida, however, schools say library opt-out and curriculum transparency laws have been burdensome because school staff members must catalog thousands of books and curriculum materials and post the details online. Some districts purchased special software to make the job easier.

Andrew Spar, the president of the Florida Education Association, the state's largest teachers' union, said the Maryland case could put even more extreme pressure on schools across the country than what happened in Florida.

If a school is "obligated to notify you on anything and everything," he asked, "where does that end?"

Teachers' unions and liberal groups have had only limited success in resisting Mr. DeSantis's agenda in Florida. In the federal courts, liberal groups have had more luck fighting Mr. Trump's efforts.

Last month, three judges temporarily halted enforcement of some elements of the president's education agenda, saying the government had overstepped federal control over schools and colleges, and that attempts to ban D.E.I. efforts without clearly defining D.E.I. might violate free speech.

Those cases are proceeding, and some of these questions may eventually reach the Supreme Court, too.
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House G.O.P. Presses Ahead on Tax and Spending Bill, With Votes Uncertain

After Speaker Mike Johnson released a series of changes aimed at winning over holdouts, the House voted to open debate on the bill, paving the way for a final vote around dawn.

Speaker Mike Johnson and his deputies have worked behind the scenes trying to get enough votes to push forward President Trump's agenda. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Catie Edmondson and Michael Gold
Reporting from the Capitol


May 21, 2025 at 01:22 PM

Follow live updates on Republicans' domestic policy bill.

The House voted early Thursday morning to begin debating Republicans' sweeping domestic policy bill, as party leaders raced to unify their fractious ranks and lock down enough votes to pass the main elements of President Trump's agenda over unified Democratic opposition.

Speaker Mike Johnson and his deputies waged an intensive effort to win over holdouts with concessions and a final pressure campaign by Mr. Trump. But several G.O.P. lawmakers were still expressing dissatisfaction with the sprawling tax and spending cut package ahead of a vote expected around dawn.

Even after a meeting with Mr. Trump and fiscal conservatives at the White House, it was uncertain whether Mr. Johnson had the votes in hand to pass the bill. He spent Wednesday evening briefing lawmakers on a list of changes he had negotiated with a wide spectrum of factions across his conference.

They included speeding up new work requirements for Medicaid, increasing the state and local tax deduction, expanding a rollback of clean energy tax credits created by the Biden administration in the Inflation Reduction Act, and providing additional money to reimburse states for immigration enforcement efforts.

"Let me tell you something: It is truly big and beautiful," said Representative Virginia Foxx of North Carolina, the chairwoman of the Rules Committee, echoing Mr. Trump's effusive moniker for the bill, which Republicans have adopted as their own. "It is a clear, full-throated response to the millions of working men and women across who believe that America is due for a serious course correction."

It was not clear whether those concessions would be enough to flip Republican opponents of the bill, whose ranks appeared to be growing on Wednesday as the negotiations dragged on, or whether they might alienate others whose votes would be needed to pass the measure.

With his razor-thin margin of control in the House, Mr. Johnson can afford to lose no more than three Republican votes on the legislation if all Democrats oppose it, as expected, and every member votes. The speaker has insisted the bill must pass before Memorial Day.

Mr. Trump has publicly called on House Republicans to pass the bill quickly. White House officials released a statement urging its immediate passage, with an implicit threat to lawmakers who opposed it.

"President Trump is committed to keeping his promises, and failure to pass this bill would be the ultimate betrayal," said the statement from the Office of Management and Budget.

Democrats, on the other hand, denounced the measure as a disastrous package that would pay for tax cuts for the wealthy by slashing social programs that Americans depend on.

"Let's call this what it is: theft," said Representative Jim McGovern of Massachusetts, the top Democrat on the Rules Committee. "Stealing from those with the least to give to those with the most. It's not just bad policy; it's a betrayal of the American people."

Representative Chip Roy, Republican of Texas and a ringleader of right-wing opposition to the bill, said in an interview on a conservative podcast that the deal had moved in the right direction, citing the further eliminations of the Biden-era clean energy tax credits.

But those concessions threatened to cost the measure support among more moderate lawmakers who have been fighting to preserve the energy tax breaks.

Emerging from Mr. Johnson's office on Wednesday evening, Representative Andrew Garbarino, Republican of New York, would not commit to supporting the bill, saying, "It is not what I had hoped it would be." He said he had informed G.O.P. leaders that they needed to "change some of the things they were thinking, because we need this energy produced."

The House Rules Committee worked into the early morning before the vote to open debate. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


And Representative Andy Harris of Maryland, the chairman of the Freedom Caucus, had suggested earlier on Wednesday in an interview with Newsmax that conservatives were unhappy with concessions that Republican leaders had made to a group of blue-state Republicans to increase the limit on the state and local tax deduction, known as SALT, which is currently set at $10,000. The changes Mr. Johnson put forward on Wednesday night would raise the cap to $40,000, an increase from the $30,000 level that had been in the bill.

"Raising the SALT deduction is a bailout for Democrat governors -- paid for by red states with low taxes," Representative John W. Rose, Republican of Tennessee, wrote on social media. He declared that he was opposed to the measure "in its current form."

Mr. Trump visited Capitol Hill on Tuesday to pressure Republicans to unify around the wide-ranging package, which would slash taxes, steer more money to the military and border security, and pay for some of it with cuts to Medicaid, food assistance, education and clean energy programs. He summoned fiscal conservatives and House G.O.P. leaders to the White House on Wednesday in a bid to lean on remaining holdouts to drop their opposition and back the bill.

The sprawling legislation would largely keep current tax rates in place, extending the 2017 tax cut while temporarily making new reductions like Mr. Trump's campaign promises to not tax tips or overtime at the federal level.

The bill, which is expected to face substantial changes in the Senate, is a reflection of competing Republican factions with disparate priorities. A number of fiscal conservatives have demanded structural changes and cuts to Medicaid and other programs to hold down the overall cost of the bill and rein in deficits. More moderate and politically vulnerable lawmakers have sought to protect Medicaid, demanded larger tax breaks for their constituents and fought to preserve clean energy tax credits.

Mr. Johnson can afford to lose only three Republican votes on the spending package if all Democrats uniformly oppose it. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The legislation is projected to cause around 10 million Americans to become uninsured, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.

Republican leaders opted against more aggressive options they had considered to cut Medicaid, bowing to more moderate Republicans, mostly from politically competitive districts, who warned that they could not accept such reductions. Mr. Trump has also opposed such cuts.

But they added a new requirement that childless adults prove they worked or volunteered 80 hours a month or qualified for an exception to enroll in Medicaid. That was initially scheduled to take effect in 2029, after the next presidential election, but the package of changes Mr. Johnson proposed on Wednesday would accelerate it to the end of 2026.

The legislation was expected to add trillions to the national debt, which is already at a level that many economists and Wall Street investors find alarming. In a preliminary analysis of an earlier version of the bill, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that the legislation would add roughly $2.3 trillion to the debt over the next decade.

In a separate analysis requested by Democrats, the budget office found that the legislation would leave the poorest Americans worse off while providing a lift to the richest. In 2027, the bottom 10 percent would lose the equivalent of 2 percent of their income largely because of the reduced benefits, while the tax cuts would provide the top 10 percent with a 4 percent increase to their income, the budget office estimated.

The self-imposed Memorial Day deadline for passage has created significant -- if artificial -- pressure, leading to fevered, down-to-the wire negotiations and an often nocturnal legislative schedule.

The Rules Committee began meeting at 1 a.m. on Wednesday and did not complete its action until 10:40 p.m. The vote to open floor debate on the measure came long after midnight on Thursday, and a final vote was expected later in the morning.

Democrats criticized Republicans for the scheduling, accusing them of trying to hide parts of their signature legislation from the public and push through changes while most Americans were sleeping.

"We should recess and give everyone the time needed to understand these changes," Mr. McGovern said after the package of changes was released late Wednesday night. "This is a big deal. This is consequential. And we're moving forward with major changes, and we're just supposed to take your word for it."

Maya C. Miller, Robert Jimison, Andrew Duehren and Margot Sanger-Katz contributed reporting.
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U.S. Formally Accepts Luxury Jet From Qatar for Trump

The Air Force has been asked to figure out a way to upgrade it so it can be put into use as a new Air Force One for the president.

The Boeing 747-8 from Qatar at Palm Beach International Airport in Florida after President Trump took a tour of the plane in February. Al Drago for The New York Times



By Eric Lipton and Eric Schmitt
Reporting from Washington


May 21, 2025 at 05:17 PM

The United States has accepted a 747 jetliner as a gift from the government of Qatar, and the Air Force has been asked to figure out a way to rapidly upgrade it so it can be put into use as a new Air Force One for President Trump, a Defense Department spokesman confirmed Wednesday.

"The secretary of defense has accepted a Boeing 747 from Qatar in accordance with all federal rules and regulations," the chief Pentagon spokesman, Sean Parnell, said in a statement. "The Department of Defense will work to ensure proper security measures and functional-mission requirements are considered for an aircraft used to transport the president of the United States."

The plane, which industry executives estimated is worth about $200 million, will require extensive work before it can be considered secure enough to carry Mr. Trump, Pentagon officials have acknowledged in recent days.

"Any civilian aircraft will take significant modifications to do so," Troy Meink, the Air Force secretary, said on Tuesday during Senate testimony. "Based on the secretary's direction, we are postured and we're off looking at that right now, what it's going to take for that particular aircraft."

Mr. Trump also confirmed the gift on Wednesday.

"They're giving the United States Air Force a jet, and it's a great thing," he said at the White House.

The plan has drawn concern from members of Congress, who worry that Mr. Trump will pressure the Air Force to do the work so fast that sufficient security measures are not built into the plane, such as missile defense systems or even systems to protect the plane from the electromagnetic effects of a nuclear blast.

"If President Trump insists on converting this plane to a hardened Air Force One before 2029, I worry about the pressures you may be under to cut corners on operational security," Senator Tammy Duckworth, Democrat of Illinois, said as Mr. Meink was testifying.

The Pentagon has not given an estimate of when the work on the Qatari plane might be done, even though Mr. Trump and the White House have made clear the president wants it soon, perhaps even by the end of the year.

"We will make sure that we do what's necessary to ensure security of the aircraft," Mr. Meink said at the Senate hearing. "I will be quite clear and discuss that with the secretary up to the president if necessary if we feel there's any threats that we are unable to address."

The gift also has drawn questions from both Democrats and Republicans in Congress, who worry that Qatar may be trying to improperly influence Mr. Trump, or that the plane itself might have listening devices.

Qatar's prime minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, publicly said on Monday for the first time that his government had approved turning over the plane as a gift, rejecting the idea of it being an attempt to influence the president.

Sheikh Mohammed said he did not know why people thought of the gift as a bribe or "something that Qatar wants to buy and influence with this administration. I don't see any, honestly, a valid reason for that."

He added: "We are a country that would like to have strong partnership and strong friendship, and anything that we provide to any country, it's provided out of respect for this partnership and it's a two-way relationship. It's mutually beneficial for Qatar and for the United States."

The new plane will be the third being retrofitted for use as Air Force One, replacing two planes that have been in use for 35 years and have had maintenance problems.

But maintaining the staff and equipment for three planes is extraordinarily expensive, an estimated $135 million a year for each plane, according to the Pentagon. And it could cost $1 billion or more to retrofit the Qatari plane to get it ready for use as Air Force One, a process that former Air Force officials said could take longer than finishing the job Boeing is already doing to deliver the replacements for the current two planes.

The first of the Boeing planes is scheduled to be delivered in 2027, Air Force officials recently said.

It remains unclear where the money will come from to retrofit the Qatari plane or to maintain and operate it, once it is completed. Congress typically reviews and approves spending on any new major Pentagon programs. But Mr. Trump has already shown a willingness to spend federal dollars as his administration wants, often without consulting Congress.

The Senate majority leader, John Thune, Republican of South Dakota, said this month that Congress would be asking questions about any possible use of the Qatari plane as Air Force One.

"If and when it's no longer a hypothetical, I can assure you there will be plenty of scrutiny of whatever that arrangement might look like," Mr. Thune said.

Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the Democratic minority leader, tried and failed on Wednesday to pass a bill in the Senate that would ban the use of a foreign jet as Air Force One. "This is about ensuring our national security, and about not wasting taxpayer dollars on an utterly senseless deal," Mr. Schumer said, calling the deal "the largest foreign bribe in modern history."

The measure, which stood no chance of passing by unanimous consent in a chamber controlled by Republicans, marked a clear rebuke of the Defense Department's move to accept the plane from the Qatari government. Senator Roger Marshall, Republican of Kansas, blocked the bill.

The Qatari plane had its first flight in 2012, and then it was renovated with a luxury interior for members of the royal family in Qatar. But the government there has been trying to sell the plane for about five years.

One airline broker told The New York Times that he had a hard time finding a buyer, as 747 jets, which are no longer being manufactured, are expensive to operate. Even heads of state are increasingly using two-engine jet planes, unlike the 747, which has four engines, the broker said.

Marc J. Foulkrod, the chief executive officer of Avjet Global Sales, which tried to help Qatar sell the plane, said the United States would be better off working with Boeing to accelerate its work on the $3.9 billion contract to deliver the two 747 jets it has already been working on for five years.

"I've done completions on big airplanes, and there's always ways to accelerate the program," Mr. Foulkrod said in an interview. "That's a better dollar value than trying to take an airplane from somebody else."

The Qatari plane, flight records show, has been in San Antonio since early last month at an airplane maintenance facility. Trump administration officials have said they are considering hiring L3Harris, a military contractor, to handle the retrofit, but no formal contract has been disclosed publicly, at least so far.

In a statement on Wednesday, the Air Force said it was preparing "to award a contract to modify a Boeing 747 aircraft for executive airlift. Details related to the contract are classified."

Congress has not yet taken any formal vote to accept the plane as a gift from Qatar. The Constitution requires that Congress sign off on any large gift to the president. Mr. Trump has said the gift is to the U.S. government, not to him as president.

Mr. Trump's comments about the plane on Wednesday came during a meeting with President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa.

"I am sorry I don't have a plane to give you," Mr. Ramaphosa told Mr. Trump.

Maya C. Miller contributed reporting.
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Trump Administration Asks Supreme Court to Shield DOGE From Releasing Records

Government lawyers asked the justices to block a lower court order that Elon Musk's team and the Office of Management and Budget turn over internal documents.

Solicitor General D. John Sauer argued in an emergency application to the justices that a lower court judge had overstepped his authority by requiring Elon Musk's team to make internal records public. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


May 21, 2025 at 05:41 PM

The Trump administration asked the Supreme Court on Wednesday to shield Elon Musk's Department of Government Efficiency from being forced to turn over internal agency documents as part of a lawsuit by a watchdog group.

In an emergency application to the justices, Solicitor General D. John Sauer asked the justices to immediately block a lower court's ruling that required the agency to release the records, arguing that the judge had overstepped his authority.

Mr. Sauer argued that the group is exempt from the federal Freedom of Information Act and that a lower court order "clearly violates the separation of powers" by subjecting a presidential advisory group to a request for records, "threatening the confidentiality and candor of its advice."

The emergency application is the latest in a flurry of filings before the Supreme Court in the months since President Trump returned to office. The court has been asked to make quick determinations on a variety of Trump administration actions, including whether federal trial court judges can issue nationwide blocks on Mr. Trump's executive order ending birthright citizenship, whether Venezuelan migrants should receive due process protections before being deported under a wartime law, and whether the administration can summarily end deportation protections for hundreds of thousands of immigrants from troubled countries.

Wednesday's application is the second request to the justices by the administration related to actions by Mr. Musk's team. Earlier this month, the government asked the Supreme Court to let members of DOGE have access to sensitive records of the Social Security Administration. An order from the court on that issue could come any time.

This latest emergency application stems from a lawsuit filed by Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, or CREW, a nonpartisan watchdog group.

The organization filed a series of public records requests seeking information about DOGE. In February, CREW sued Mr. Musk and others connected with the downsizing group, claiming they violated federal public records laws by failing to process and release the records.

That same month, the White House tried to designate Mr. Musk's group formally as an entity insulated from public records requests or most judicial intervention until at least 2034, by deeming the documents it produces and receives presidential records.

In March, Judge Christopher R. Cooper of the Federal District Court in Washington sided with the watchdog group, finding that Mr. Musk's team was likely in fact an agency subject to federal public records law.

In his order, Judge Cooper explained that Mr. Musk's group had the hallmarks of an agency that would be subject to federal records laws. He wrote that the team appeared to be exercising "substantial authority over vast swathes of the federal government," much greater than other federal agencies that are subject to the law.

Lawyers for the Trump administration appealed that decision, asking that the lawsuit be dismissed. A federal appeals court issued a pause on April 18, allowing Mr. Musk's team, for the time being, to keep its internal documents, until the court could rule on pivotal questions, including where the group fit among other government entities.

On May 14, a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit ordered Mr. Musk and his team to resume efforts to hand over internal documents about their operations to the watchdog group, prompting the administration to seek Supreme Court review.

In an emailed statement, a spokesman for CREW accused DOGE of continuing "to attempt to fight transparency at every level of justice" and said the watchdog organization would "look forward" to making its case.

The court has requested a response by Friday at noon.
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Supreme Court Orders Maine House to Restore Voting Power to Censured Lawmaker, for Now

State Representative Laurel Libby, a Republican, had been banned from voting over comments opposing transgender athletes in girls' sports.

Laurel Libby, a Maine state representative, filed a lawsuit on March 11 in federal court in Maine claiming that her punishment violated the Constitution by stripping her of the "right to speak and vote on the House floor." Robert F. Bukaty/Associated Press



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


May 20, 2025 at 08:39 PM

The Supreme Court on Tuesday ordered Maine legislators to temporarily restore the voting power of a state lawmaker after she had been censured for a social media post that criticized transgender athletes' participation in girls' sports.

The order was unsigned and did not provide the court's reasoning, as is typical in such emergency applications. No vote count was listed, but Justice Sonia Sotomayor noted she would have denied the application, and Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote a dissent.

The court order provided no further explanation on next steps, but the legislator, State Representative Laurel Libby, had asked in her application to immediately be allowed to participate in the current legislative session, which ends in June.

Lawmakers had censured Ms. Libby, a Republican from Auburn, in February after she wrote a Facebook post criticizing the participation of a transgender athlete who had won a high school pole-vaulting competition. Ms. Libby included the name and photos of the student in the post, which went viral.

The formal reprimand of Ms. Libby prevented her from voting or speaking on the House floor until she apologized for the post. Lawmakers, in a party-line vote, had also found her in violation of the state's Legislative Code of Ethics, which includes a provision asserting that a legislator is "entrusted with the security, safety, health, prosperity, respect and general well-being of those the legislator serves and with whom the legislator serves."

Ms. Libby filed a lawsuit on March 11 in federal court in Maine, suing the House speaker, Ryan Fecteau, a Democrat. She claimed that her punishment violated the Constitution by stripping "a duly elected Republican member" of the "right to speak and vote on the House floor."

The dispute between state officials has taken on greater significance against the backdrop of a national argument over transgender rights.

In her lawsuit, Ms. Libby argued that preventing her from voting disenfranchised "the 9,000 Mainers in her district." She also alleged that the punishment was "retaliation for protected speech on a highly important and hotly debated matter of public concern."

Ms. Libby also argued that as a mother of five children, three of them girls, she had been "a staunch advocate of protecting the rights of Maine girls in athletics."

In April, a federal trial judge, Melissa R. DuBose, rejected Ms. Libby's request for a temporary block on the punishment while the court case proceeded.

Ms. Libby swiftly appealed the decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. The court denied her request on April 25 for a temporary pause on the punishment.

She then filed an emergency application with the Supreme Court on April 28. The application was assigned to Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, who handles emergency filings from the First Circuit.

In her filing, Ms. Libby argued that the case presented "a true emergency." Her lawyers had asked the court to take action by May 6, saying that if Ms. Libby could not cast a vote, it would mean that "her thousands of constituents in Maine House District 90 are now without a voice or vote for every bill coming to the House floor for the rest of her elected term, which runs through 2026."

In response, Maine's attorney general, Aaron M. Frey, defended the decision to block Ms. Libby's voice and vote until she apologized.

In a brief to the justices, Mr. Frey called Ms. Libby's predicament a "self-inflicted injury," arguing that she had "targeted a Maine high school student on social media" and had been censured because a majority of legislators found that her conduct breached legislative ethics rules.

He argued that Ms. Libby was not being punished for her opinion on transgender athletes. The lawmaker was required to "apologize for her conduct -- not recant her views," he wrote.

"Representative Libby has steadfastly refused to comply with this modest punishment, which is designed to restore the integrity and reputation of the body," Mr. Frey wrote.

He cautioned that if the justices intervened in the dispute, they would "for the first time" pierce the veil of legislative immunity, a doctrine that "recognizes the absolute immunity of state legislators and staff for legislative acts."

Such a move by the Supreme Court, Mr. Frey wrote, would be "unprecedented."

"The power of a legislative body to punish its members has been recognized in the common law since ancient times and has been enshrined in the U.S. Constitution and many state constitutions, including Maine's, since the birth of our Republic," Mr. Frey argued.

Lawyers for Ms. Libby replied that since they filed the emergency application, she had been excluded from 20 roll-call votes, plus "countless other voice votes on bills and amendments, over four separate floor sessions."

"There can be no do-over for the hundreds of votes taking place in the Maine House" for which Ms. Libby's vote will not count, they wrote.
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In Approving Soda Ban for Food Stamps, U.S.D.A. Reverses Decades of Policy

The Trump administration approved a first of its kind waiver for Nebraska, allowing a ban on soda purchases through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, starting next year.

Agriculture Secretary Brooke L. Rollins at the White House in May. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Linda Qiu
Reporting from Washington


May 21, 2025 at 12:20 AM

For two decades, the federal government has rejected states' efforts to ban purchases of sugary drinks using food stamps, hesitant, in part, to cross an unusual coalition of corporate interests and anti-poverty groups.

Now, the Trump administration has waded in, approving a first of its kind waiver on Monday for Nebraska to ban purchases of soda and energy drinks through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, known as food stamps. It is likely to pave the way for more state waivers, signaling a sharp shift in nutrition policy.

Under the proposal, Nebraska will establish a program, beginning in January 2026 and affecting some 150,000 food stamp recipients in the state.

Nebraska, in its waiver application, said it would regularly survey participants in the state to evaluate changes in their spending habits and examine retailer data to assess reductions in purchases of soda and energy drinks. A spokesman for the state's department of Health and Human Services said that Nebraska would also provide technical assistance to help retailers make the transition.

In a statement on Monday, Brooke L. Rollins, the agriculture secretary, called the approval "a historic step to Make America Healthy Again." The state's governor, Jim Pillen, also welcomed the step, saying, "There's absolutely zero reason for taxpayers to be subsidizing purchases of soda and energy drinks."

The prohibition adds to the limits recipients face in using the program. Already, their benefits do not apply to hot foods, nonfood items, alcohol and tobacco products. In recent months, Nebraska and other states, largely led by Republican governors, have sought waivers to extend those restrictions to unhealthy purchases.

A spokesperson for the Agriculture Department said on Tuesday that the agency was reviewing and working with Iowa, Arkansas, Indiana, Kansas, West Virginia, Colorado, Idaho and Utah on similar waivers. A wave of approvals would come after decades of Agriculture Department denials under both Democratic and Republican administrations, including President Trump's first.

In letters explaining its rejections over more than a decade and in a 2007 policy paper, the Agriculture Department expressed concerns over the rationale, feasibility and effectiveness of such bans: Which, out of hundreds of thousands of products, should be banned? How would grocery stores, especially smaller shops not using advanced checkout systems, enforce such bans? And how would a state or city study the effect of these bans?

Asked about such bans during a congressional hearing in 2017, Sonny Perdue, Mr. Trump's first agriculture secretary, questioned whether enforcing such restrictions was unduly interfering in people's lives. "On what level do we want to become a nanny state of directing how, and what, people feed their families?" he said then.

The second Trump administration has struck a different tone. Ms. Rollins and Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the health secretary, have written that their agencies had "a duty to fix" the obesity and chronic disease epidemics, encouraging steering "taxpayer dollars to go toward wholesome foods" using waivers.

Past bipartisan resistance to food stamp restrictions on unhealthy foods stems from the messy politics of the issue and the strange bedfellows it has united both in support and in opposition.

The American Heart Association said it "unequivocally" supported reducing the consumption of sugary drinks as a means to combat heart disease. Right-leaning groups like the American Enterprise Institute and some conservative members of Congress have asserted that the bans would incentivize healthier purchases and return SNAP to its original purpose of helping poor people afford nutritious food.

Conversely, trade groups representing grocery stores and beverage companies argue that bans would be difficult and costly to enact at the cash register and unfairly single out soda as a cause for obesity. Anti-hunger and anti-poverty organizations fear such bans may lead to broader cuts to food stamps and state that such restrictions are paternalistic.

Dr. Thomas A. Farley, New York City's health commissioner at the time it requested a waiver in 2011, said in an interview that he had been "hopeful" about approval given numerous meetings, discussions and phone calls with federal officials, only to be met with disappointment.

The reasons cited by the Agriculture Department in denying New York's request in 2011 -- the feasibility and large-scale nature of a citywide ban -- felt like "a smoke screen," Dr. Farley said. He added that he believed interests from farm states that produce corn, used in the high-fructose corn syrup in soda, were the real forces behind the denial.

Those forces are still in play today. But Dr. Farley marveled at how "the Trump movement has scrambled a lot in politics."

After the American Beverage Association issued a rebuke of Arkansas' waiver request in April, Ms. Rollins wrote on social media that the trade group's leadership was "in direct conflict with this administration's priorities for American health, well-being and taxpayer protection."

Marion Nestle, a nutritionist at New York University and author of a book on soda bans, said that the current momentum reflected both opponents' fears and supporters' wishes.

"Some of this comes from the belief that taxpayers should not be subsidizing unhealthy diets," she said, noting that sodas were the natural start given the ingredients and low nutritional value and adding: "Some of it reflects condescending attitudes that poor people don't know what's good for them. And I'm guessing some of it is a cover for efforts to cut SNAP."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/20/us/politics/nebraska-bans-soda-snap-benefits-usda.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




U.S. Says Lawmaker Assaulted 2 Agents, as Democrats Object to Charges

Representative LaMonica McIver, Democrat of New Jersey, faces assault charges after a clash outside a migrant detention center in Newark. She has denied the government's depiction of events.

Representative LaMonica McIver was charged with two counts of "assaulting, resisting and impeding certain officers or employees."  Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Tracey Tully, Luis Ferre-Sadurni and Hamed Aleaziz



May 20, 2025 at 07:10 PM

A criminal complaint made public on Tuesday laid out the U.S. government's claims against Representative LaMonica McIver, depicting her as a ringleader who assaulted two federal agents as she tried to block the arrest of Newark's mayor, Ras J. Baraka, outside a federal migrant detention facility.

Ms. McIver, a New Jersey Democrat, was charged with two counts of "assaulting, resisting and impeding certain officers or employees." She has flatly rejected the government's description of the events of May 9, when she and two other members of Congress went to the new detention center in Newark for an oversight visit, which they have the right to conduct under federal law.

Video: 


"It's political intimidation and I'm looking forward to my day in court," Ms. McIver told reporters Tuesday in Washington. She likened the charges she faced to an indictment of a Wisconsin judge accused of helping an undocumented immigrant elude federal agents.

The Newark detention center, known as Delaney Hall, is run by GEO Group, one of the country's largest private prison companies that in February was awarded a 15-year, $1 billion contract by the Trump administration to house migrants. It can hold as many as 1,000 detainees at a time and is expected to play a key role in President Trump's mass deportation efforts.

Delaney began operating this month and has since become a hub of protest.

It is rare for the Department of Justice to pursue federal criminal charges against a sitting member of Congress for matters other than corruption or campaign finance violations.

Democrats cast the charges as a significant escalation of the administration's efforts to tamp down opposition of its immigration agenda, while some Republicans called for the censure of the lawmakers and the expulsion of Ms. McIver.

The saga is likely to force a broader political showdown in Congress over the separation of powers as Mr. Trump strives to greatly expand his executive authority and Democrats struggle to push back.

Indeed, on Tuesday afternoon, Ms. McIver's arrest became the centerpiece of an hourslong House Judiciary Committee hearing led by Representative Jeff Van Drew, a Republican from South Jersey who said his three colleagues from New Jersey were trying "to score political points at the expense of our public safety."

The hearing featured dueling videos. Republicans played footage of Ms. McIver pushing toward Delaney Hall's front gate as Mr. Baraka was being led away in handcuffs. Democrats contrasted that with images from the Jan. 6 insurrection, noting the deaths and injuries linked to the Capitol riot and that Mr. Trump had pardoned the attackers.

The May 9 clash occurred after Mr. Baraka, a Democrat running for governor of New Jersey, had tried to accompany Ms. McIver and the two other lawmakers during an oversight tour of the facility.

Mr. Baraka was allowed within the center's gated perimeter by a security guard who "was under the impression that the mayor was part of the congressional delegation," according to the criminal complaint. But he was barred from joining them inside the building.

Mr. Baraka has said that he and several aides stood within the gate for more than an hour before being asked to leave.

In the criminal complaint, Robert Tansey, a special agent with the Department of Homeland Security, said that "after numerous warnings to leave," Mr. Baraka, who by then had been joined by the lawmakers, was told that he was about to be placed under arrest.

Ms. McIver interjected, Mr. Tansey said, "yelling, 'Hell no! Hell no! Hell no!'"

A guard opened the locked front gate and Mr. Baraka walked out.

Minutes later, video footage shows a large scrum of people being jostled together as masked agents in camouflage uniforms, some carrying guns in holsters, come out from behind a gate to take Mr. Baraka into custody in a public area swarming with protesters. Ms. McIver and the two other members of Congress -- Representatives Bonnie Watson Coleman and Rob Menendez -- can be seen surrounding the mayor as the agents move in.

Ms. McIver, in an effort to use her body to prevent the mayor's arrest, "slammed her forearm" into an agent and "tried to restrain" him by "forcibly grabbing him," Mr. Tansey attested.

After Mr. Baraka was handcuffed, Ms. McIver pushed an Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent and "used each of her forearms to forcibly strike" the officer, he wrote.

The three lawmakers then toured the facility, as planned -- a detail that Representative Jasmine Crockett of Texas said belied the government's claim that Ms. McIver had assaulted officers just minutes beforehand.

"I'm not used to having law enforcement see a crime happen right in front of their faces and then say, 'Nevermind, we'll just go about our business. In fact, why don't you go ahead and come on in,'" Ms. Crockett, the committee's ranking Democrat, said at the hearing.

Demonstrators chanted and marched during a protest outside the office of Alina Habba, the interim U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey, on Tuesday. Bryan Anselm for The New York Times


In a statement late Monday announcing the charges against Ms. McIver, Alina Habba, the interim U.S. attorney for the District of New Jersey, also revealed that the Justice Department had dropped the trespassing charges against the mayor.

Susan Vercheak, 74, of Maplewood, N.J., was one of about 30 protesters who gathered early Tuesday outside Ms. Habba's office. She said she believed that prosecutors had recognized that they "had no case whatsoever" against Mr. Baraka.

"There was no basis for federal jurisdiction, so they chickened out," said Ms. Vercheak, a lawyer.

Democratic lawmakers have pointedly questioned the government's decision to charge Ms. McIver, noting that it calls into question a constitutional protection known as the "speech or debate" clause, which offers lawmakers a broad degree of protection from criminal penalties that stem from actions taken while performing legislative duties.

Senator Andy Kim, Democrat of New Jersey, said the charges had "nothing to do with enforcing the law, and everything to do with this administration's attempt to intimidate those who dare speak against them or expose the truth."

The fallout has already led the Homeland Security Department, which houses the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency, to draft changes to strengthen its rules on congressional visits to detention centers, according to an internal document obtained by The New York Times.

ICE is working to update its guidance to clarify that visitors, including members of Congress and their staff members, "may be subject to arrest or other legal action" if they fail to comply with the agency's security rules, the document said. The agency is considering language that would allow it to deny or terminate a congressional visit for a number of reasons, and to expressly bar visitors from coercing or intimidating agents or detainees.

Tricia McLaughlin, a spokeswoman for the Homeland Security Department, did not address the changes being considered, but said that ICE "respects Congress's oversight authority."

"However, they are not above the law," she said. "All members and staff need to comply with facility rules, procedures and instructions from ICE personnel on site for their own safety, the safety of the detainees and the safety of ICE employees."

Last week, after Ms. McLaughlin said that charges against the three lawmakers were possible, Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the House Democratic leader, said that criminal charges represented a "red line."

"There are clear lines that they just dare not cross," he warned.

On Monday, he and other top House Democrats called the charges "a blatant attempt by the Trump administration to intimidate Congress and interfere with our ability to serve as a check and balance on an out-of-control executive branch."

Homeland Security officials, however, said they welcomed the charges after days of arguing that the clash was emblematic of the broader threat its ICE agents faced as they ramped up immigration arrests and deportations.

"No one is above the law," Kristi Noem, the homeland security secretary, said in a statement.

In Ms. McIver's congressional district in northern New Jersey, constituent reactions were mixed.

Masani Barnwell, 62, an owner of the bookstore Source of Knowledge in Newark, said Ms. McIver was "being a protector."

"She could be pushing charges against the people who pushed her," she said, noting that the congresswoman was also being shoved by agents attempting to detain Mr. Baraka, whose photograph hangs on a wall in the store.

Brian Melici, a Republican from Roselle Park, N.J., said he believed Ms. McIver should face a "sturdy fine," but not prison time.

"You're talking to federal agents here -- you don't push them around," Mr. Melici, 70, said.

"She's wrong, wrong, wrong, 100 percent wrong," he added.

In the neighboring town of Cranford, Naomi Gelfand and Jerry Graff, both Democrats, said they considered the charges part of a campaign of retribution by the Trump administration against outspoken opponents.

"I think that ICE created a situation where she needed to defend herself, in a human instinct kind of way," Ms. Gelfand said.

"If someone pushes me, I'm not going to let them push me," Ms. Gelfand, 82, added. "I'm going to push them back."

Mark Bonamo and Alyce McFadden contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/20/nyregion/new-jersey-congress-ice-mciver.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Biden Did Not Get Prostate Cancer Diagnosis Before Last Week, Spokesman Says

Former President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s office pushed back on speculation that there had been a coverup around the illness.

During Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s presidency, his annual health record never included one particular test: a prostate-specific antigen test. Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Tyler Pager
Reporting from Washington


May 20, 2025 at 11:16 PM

Former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. had never received a diagnosis of prostate cancer before last week, his spokesman said on Tuesday, pushing back against speculation that there had been some sort of coverup around the illness.

The spokesman, Chris Meagher, also said Mr. Biden's last-known prostate-specific antigen test, the most common way to screen for prostate cancer, was in 2014. Mr. Biden would have been 71 or 72 years old at the time.

The new details help provide some clarity about Mr. Biden's health records, but they still do not directly give an answer on why Mr. Biden was not regularly screened for prostate cancer throughout his presidency.

Mr. Meagher did not respond to that question, and Kevin O'Connor, Mr. Biden's doctor in the White House, did not respond to inquiries. But allies of Mr. Biden, 82, and medical experts point to guidelines that advise against P.S.A. screening for men over the age of 70. The guidelines vary slightly across different medical organizations, but doctors generally agree that men of an advanced age should not automatically be screened for prostate cancer.

But Mr. Biden was not just the average American man, and his diagnosis of stage 4 prostate cancer has raised the question: Should the oldest president in American history have gone beyond those guidelines? Mr. Biden, until July, was also running for a second term in office, and had he won, he would have been 86 at the end of his second term.

Some men over 70 do choose to have the test despite the guidelines. President Trump, 78, has been regularly screened for prostate cancer, according to his medical records from the last decade. Mr. Trump's medical report from his physical last month showed his P.S.A. level was normal.

And prostate cancer experts caution that some men suddenly find out they have advanced prostate cancer even after being screened regularly year after year and told they have a clean bill of health.

Dr. Ezekiel J. Emanuel, an oncologist who served as an adviser on the coronavirus pandemic for the Biden administration, said presidents should be held to a higher standard than the average American. He emphasized that should especially be the case for presidents when they are above the age of 70, and he suggested changing the way the president's health is assessed.

"We have to have confidence that their health condition is not intervening," Dr. Emanuel said. "We need a committee of doctors who are not chosen in a political manner who are making an independent evaluation of the president and making it public."

In announcing his diagnosis on Sunday, Mr. Biden's office said his cancer has a Gleason score of 9, which means it is among the most aggressive forms of prostate cancer. Mr. Biden's office also said the cancer has spread to his bones, which means it is incurable though it can be managed.

On Monday, Mr. Trump seem to suggest Mr. Biden's cancer diagnosis was hidden from the public and questioned why it took so long for doctors to discover it.

"It can take years to get to this level of danger," he said. "So it's a -- look, it's a very, very sad situation, and I feel very badly about it, and I think people should try and find out what happened."

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, an independent, volunteer panel of national experts, issued guidance in 2018 that recommended against P.S.A. screening for men over 70 years old. In explaining their recommendation, the task force said many men develop prostate cancer with no symptoms and often die with the disease without knowing it.

The American Urological Association advises medical professionals to consider a range of factors before screening for prostate cancer in men above 70.

"It doesn't surprise me that he wasn't being screened because honestly the data don't really support screening in someone that age," Dr. David Penson, the chair of urologic oncology at Vanderbilt University Medical Center and the secretary of the American Urological Association, said about Mr. Biden.

"Some people they worry and they have regrets and they'll ask their doctor to do it and a lot of doctors will do it just because it makes the patients feel better," he added. "But sometimes you find something that you didn't need to find because they weren't going to die of it anyway."

Ultimately, experts say decisions about screening should be made after discussions between doctors and their patients.

"Guidelines on P.S.A. screening for prostate cancer have been evolving, and they do vary somewhat," said Dr. Jason Efstathiou, a professor of radiation oncology at Harvard Medical School and prostate radiation oncologist at Mass General Brigham. "There is broader agreement on the importance of shared decision making between the patient and their doctor."

It is unclear how much, if any, discussion Mr. Biden had with his doctors when his P.S.A. screening stopped in 2014.

Gina Kolata contributed reporting.
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Graduates Boo Columbia's President at Commencement After a Fraught Year

Claire Shipman, the university's acting president, noted the absence of Mahmoud Khalil, a graduate who continues to be detained by immigration authorities.

Video: Columbia University President Is Booed at Commencement Ceremony

For the second day in a row, Columbia University students critical of the administration delivered a chorus of boos toward the acting president, Claire Shipman, during her speech at the main commencement ceremony on Wednesday.


By Sharon Otterman



May 21, 2025 at 05:54 PM

Claire Shipman, the acting president of Columbia University, was met with a chorus of boos on Wednesday from some of the 12,000 graduates at the school's main commencement ceremony as she took the podium to deliver remarks.

The graduates of Columbia's class of 2025 had taken meaningful classes and made lifelong friends. But they had also lived through campus lockdowns, the arrests of hundreds of students at pro-Palestinian protests and a revolving door of university presidents.

So it was with a mixture of gratitude and anger that the graduates gathered for a massive ceremony in the rain. Last year's commencement was canceled in the aftermath of pro-Palestinian encampments and police crackdowns.

Ms. Shipman kept talking over the boos, praising the families, teachers and graduates. "Graduates, it is time to give the world your gifts," she said.

Amid a clampdown by the Trump administration on international students involved in pro-Palestinian activism, Ms. Shipman spoke in favor of the rights of those students, saying, "We firmly believe that our international students have the same rights to free speech as everyone else." She said they should not be punished for exercising those rights.

The president noted that many graduates were "mourning" that Mahmoud Khalil, a new graduate who continues to be detained in Louisiana by Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials, was not there.

Through the jeers, many other graduates remained quiet as the rain soaked them and chants of "Free Palestine" rang out through the student crowd. Ms. Shipman managed to finish her remarks, which focused on the importance of democracy, and went on to officiate the ceremony, conferring degrees on the sea of graduates clad in light-blue gowns seated in front of her.

The celebrations at smaller graduation ceremonies on Tuesday were also punctuated by anger directed at Columbia administrators. At the graduation for Columbia College, the university's main undergraduate school, some students repeatedly interrupted Ms. Shipman's remarks with loud jeers. At one point, they chanted "Free Mahmoud."

About 12,000 students graduated as rain fell. Juan Arredondo for The New York Times


Mr. Khalil's name was announced on Tuesday as a graduate during the ceremony for the School of International and Public Affairs. While students cheered his accomplishment, several graduates wearing kaffiyehs refused to shake the hand of their dean, Keren Yarhi-Milo, an Israeli who served in the Israel Defense Forces for her mandatory military service.

Jewish students who said they had been deeply hurt by antisemitism on campus during 19 months of protests against Israel also had profoundly mixed feelings about the day. Some Jewish students reported to Columbia's antisemitism task force that they had been ostracized by their peers for supporting Israel, or had been expected to denounce the country before being accepted in student groups.

"To be honest, I'm so happy to finally be leaving Columbia," said Eliana Goldin, who headed Aryeh, a pro-Israel student organization. "They've given me so much and I'm incredibly appreciative of the education I've received, but I've also reached my limit for how much antisemitism I can experience and how much backlash for standing up for Israel I can take."

As graduates and their relatives filed out of the subway, they were met with the sound of drumbeats and protester chants. Demonstrators outside the university's main gate chanted, "From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free," "Columbia will fall" and "One solution, revolution." 

By 11:30 a.m., about 100 to 125 demonstrators had gathered. A group of former students burned their diplomas. Small skirmishes with law enforcement officers broke out. The police said they had arrested two people at the protest; one was charged with reckless endangerment, while the other faced three charges, including resisting arrest.

The ceremony inside the gates went on uninterrupted.

Former students burned their diplomas during a protest outside the commencement ceremony. Alex Kent for The New York Times


Maryam Alwan, a graduating student who had been a leader of pro-Palestinian activism, explained the anger that she and her peers had expressed through booing.

"Over the past two years, I've been arrested, suspended, forcefully removed by Columbia Public Safety, put through a disciplinary trial for an anonymous political op-ed and left with no protection from death threats and harassment," she said.

"But I am lucky to walk across the stage when every university in Gaza has been reduced to rubble" and Mr. Khalil cannot, Ms. Alwan said.

About 12,000 graduates and 25,000 guests attended Wednesday's commencement at Columbia's Morningside Heights campus, on the same lawns where demonstrators erected tents last year. Graduates of Columbia's 17 different schools held up symbols -- including red inflatable hammers for engineering and inflatable owls for general studies -- to represent their institutions as their degrees were conferred.

The Trump administration has pulled more than $400 million in federal grant funding from Columbia because of what the White House has called the university's failure to crack down on antisemitism. The school has agreed to demands to tighten its student disciplinary procedures and increase oversight of its Middle Eastern studies programs, but the money has not yet been returned.

The president of Barnard, Laura Rosenbury, was also booed by some of the graduates as she got up to speak. Barnard, a Columbia affiliate school, had also suspended and expelled multiple students involved in pro-Palestinian activism.

Wesley Parnell contributed reporting.
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At Sean Combs Trial, Details of a Raid That Found Guns and Baby Oil

In an effort to present Mr. Combs as the leader of a criminal enterprise, an investigator testified about the drugs, guns and other items found in his Florida mansion.

Sean Combs's Miami Beach mansion was raided as part of the investigation that led to his indictment on racketeering and sex trafficking charges. U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York



By Julia Jacobs and Ben Sisario



May 21, 2025 at 01:00 PM

Prosecutors at Sean Combs's sex-trafficking and racketeering trial on Wednesday guided jurors through the items that federal agents found when they raided the music mogul's Florida estate. Those included disassembled AR-15-style guns, cocaine and ketamine, lingerie and seven-inch platform high heels -- and bottles and bottles of baby oil.

Federal agents descended on Mr. Combs's homes, one in Miami Beach, Fla., and another in Los Angeles, in March 2024, events that were partly captured on live television and made public the criminal investigation into the music mogul.

The prosecution detailed the Miami Beach raid on the eighth day of the trial in an attempt to illustrate their accusations that Mr. Combs ran a violent criminal enterprise that facilitated sex trafficking and drug violations, among other crimes.

The sex-related supplies are not themselves illegal, but prosecutors have described baby oil and a lubricant called Astroglide as frequent tools in voyeuristic sexual encounters between women and male prostitutes that they say amounted to sex trafficking. Casandra Ventura, who testified about participating in "hundreds" of the sex marathons known as "freak-offs," said that Mr. Combs made specific requests about her appearance during those encounters and told her to apply and reapply copious amounts of oil to keep her skin "glistening."

Mr. Combs has pleaded not guilty to all of the charges. His lawyers have argued that the sexual encounters were fully consensual, and they deny the existence of any criminal conspiracy.

Gerard Gannon, a special agent with Homeland Security Investigations who oversaw the Miami Beach search, testified that to gain access to Mr. Combs's home -- which is on a man-made island known for large celebrity estates -- the government used an armored vehicle to break through the front gate.

"They deemed that was the quickest and safest option to be able to get onto the property," Mr. Gannon testified.

At the time of the searches, Mr. Combs's lawyers called them "a gross overuse of military-level force."

Between 80 and 90 agents were involved in the Miami Beach search, Mr. Gannon said. Once inside, agents discovered parts from two AR-15-style guns with their serial numbers removed, as well as magazines with ammunition, inside a large closet of the home's primary bedroom. They also found sex toys, condoms and boxes of stilettos. In one hallway closet, they found 25 bottles of baby oil and 31 bottles of lubricant. (Prosecutors have said that agents found more than 1,000 bottles of those substances during the searches of the two homes.)

Mr. Gannon held up some of the evidence for the jury, including a Gucci bag found in the home that was found to have contained white powder that tested positive for cocaine and ketamine, along with pink MDMA tablets and different types of benzodiazepine pills. Ms. Ventura testified that drugs were a fixture of freak-offs.

As the special agent walked jurors through some of the drugs found in the bag, Mr. Combs, wearing a cream-colored sweater and gray slacks, yawned from the defendant's chair.

On cross-examination, Teny Geragos, a lawyer for Mr. Combs, pointed out that the AR-15-style guns were found disassembled -- and thus were inoperable -- and asked the federal agent, Mr. Gannon, if he kept guns in his own home.

Bottles of baby oil and Astroglide lubricant that were found in Mr. Combs's Miami Beach home. Prosecutors have said they were used at freak-offs that are part of the sex-trafficking case against him. U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York


"You are familiar that many people in Florida have guns in their home," Ms. Geragos asked. "Do you?"

"I am issued firearms for work, yes," Mr. Gannon replied.

George Kaplan, who was an executive assistant to Mr. Combs about a decade ago, testified on Wednesday about his typical duties, such as carrying Mr. Combs's bags and running errands, as well as purchasing drugs for him twice and cleaning up hotel rooms soiled with baby oil after Mr. Combs's stay.

"Protecting him and protecting his public image were really important," said Mr. Kaplan, who is testifying under an immunity agreement with the government.

The government also called Dawn Hughes, a forensic psychologist who has testified in other high-profile trials involving allegations of sexual abuse. She testified in the civil case between Johnny Depp and Amber Heard, as well as criminal cases against R. Kelly and Keith Raniere.

Prosecutors used Dr. Hughes's testimony to add psychological context to why Ms. Ventura might have stayed with Mr. Combs on and off for 11 years despite what they said was rampant physical abuse of her and sexual coercion. Dr. Hughes said that victims often do not leave abusive relationships when their partner maintains financial or other types of control over them.

"If you don't have access to tangible resources -- money or an apartment -- you are left with the feeling of, 'Where am I going to go?'" testified Dr. Hughes, who said she had not interviewed Mr. Combs, Ms. Ventura or any of the other people the government has identified as victims.

During cross-examination, the defense pointed repeatedly to the fact that Dr. Hughes had not reviewed any evidence in the case. The defense also highlighted the history of her testimony in dozens of court cases, noting that she had never testified "in defense of a man accused of a sex crime."

"That's correct -- I don't evaluate offenders," Dr. Hughes replied.

On Thursday, prosecutors are expected to call to the stand Kid Cudi, the rapper whose romance with Ms. Ventura is said to have sent Mr. Combs into a jealous, threat-filled rage.

Ms. Ventura, who is known as the singer Cassie, testified last week that after Mr. Combs discovered her relationship with Kid Cudi, whose real name is Scott Mescudi, in 2011, Mr. Combs made a series of threats to her, including that Mr. Mescudi's car would be "blown up" in his driveway.

Ms. Geragos said in the defense's opening statement that Mr. Combs was "simply not involved" in the allegations of arson put forward by prosecutors.

After four days of searing testimony by Ms. Ventura about a pattern of physical abuse and drug-fueled sex marathons, the government has lined up a series of witnesses they hope will help corroborate her account for jurors.

Several witnesses, including Ms. Ventura's mother, testified to directly witnessing Mr. Combs abusing her or to seeing the resulting bruising and swelling. Two men testified that they were paid to have sex with Ms. Ventura while Mr. Combs watched, describing for the jury the sexual choreography in hotel rooms that they said Mr. Combs directed.

The dispute between Mr. Combs and Ms. Ventura over her relationship with Mr. Mescudi has become one of the central events of the trial.

Ms. Ventura testified that Mr. Combs discovered evidence of the budding romance while looking through her phone during a freak-off. She said he lunged at her with a wine bottle opener between his fingers, and then threatened to release sexually explicit videos of her and "hurt" both her and Mr. Mescudi.

"He mentioned that when we were out of the country, that Scott's car would be blown up," Ms. Ventura testified. "He wanted his friends to be there to see it."

Anusha Bayya contributed reporting.
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Three Sentenced for Luring Gay-Bar Robbery Victims to Their Deaths

The men were convicted of murder, robbery and conspiracy in what prosecutors described as a "deadly hustle" that targeted patrons at night spots in Manhattan.

The killings put a damper on the vibrant nightlife of Hell's Kitchen on Manhattan's West Side. Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By Taylor Robinson



May 21, 2025 at 07:39 PM

One night in April 2022, Julio Ramirez left a Manhattan gay bar, escorted by a group of men into a taxi. It was just after 3 a.m.

About an hour later, the taxi driver reported to the police that Mr. Ramirez was alone and abandoned in the back of his cab. Mr. Ramirez's bank account had been drained, and his wallet, phone and ID stolen. The men had given him a fatal cocktail of drugs before leaving him for dead.

A month later, John Umberger died in an Upper East Side townhouse following an encounter with the men at another bar. After withdrawing more than $20,000 from Mr. Umberger's accounts, the defendants posed for pictures, toasted next to his unconscious body and lounged on his balcony with drinks.

On Wednesday, men convicted of murder in February for drugging, robbing and ultimately luring Mr. Ramirez and Mr. Umberger to their deaths were sentenced.

Jayqwan Hamilton, 37, Robert DeMaio, 36, and Jacob Barroso, 32, were all convicted of murder, robbery and conspiracy in the murder of Mr. Ramirez.

Mr. Hamilton and Mr. DeMaio, who were also convicted of burglary and murder in the death of Mr. Umberger, received 40 years to life in prison. Mr. Barroso, who faced charges only in Mr. Ramirez's death, received a lighter sentence of 20 years to life.

Judge Felicia A. Mennin said that she had considered the defense lawyers' arguments, particularly a plea to consider Mr. DeMaio's difficult upbringing and lack of parental role models. But, she said, the defendants had spent the stolen money on high living and luxury goods. The victims' lives, she said, had been less important to them than "some fancy shoes and some fancy booze."

Allowed to address the defendants, Carlos Ramirez, Mr. Ramirez's brother, asked them what it felt like "to know your name will never be remembered with honor, only with disgrace."

Through an interpreter, Mr. Ramirez's mother, Ana, wondered whether her son had been scared or had even known what was happening during the last moments of his life. Mr. Ramirez's father, Julio, stood silently, his arm around her waist.

Mr. Umberger's mother, Linda Clary, paused during her statement for a spell of silence that she said reflected the recording the defendants had made in her son's apartment.

"I would like to pause for 13 seconds to acknowledge the video that was made while my son died, and you did nothing to help," she said, addressing the defendants.

All three defendants had faced sentences as long as life in prison for what prosecutors described as a "deadly hustle." The three carried out a practiced and calculated scheme that involved lurking outside bars in Hell's Kitchen in Manhattan, said Meghan Hast, an assistant district attorney, during closing arguments.

On April 20, 2022, Mr. Ramirez, 25, a social worker, was out for drinks at the Ritz Bar & Lounge on West 46th Street with a friend, Carlos Camacho. Mr. Camacho testified that the two friends had gotten separated and that he had assumed Mr. Ramirez had headed home. Instead, Mr. Ramirez got into a taxi with a group that included Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Barroso.

Mr. Umberger, 33, a political consultant, was visiting New York from Washington, D.C., in May of that year. He was last seen at the Q on West 48th Street -- a bar three blocks from the Ritz -- leaving with two men. Security camera footage captured the group getting into a car; prosecutors identified the two men in the video as Mr. Hamilton and Mr. DeMaio.

Prosecutors showed jurors photos of Mr. DeMaio posing and smiling next to Mr. Umberger's incapacitated body in the townhouse where he was found. In another video, the camera panned to Mr. Hamilton, who was perched on the townhouse's balcony, holding a drink, images that Judge Mennin said would "stay with me for the rest of my life."

The police initially treated the two deaths as isolated events -- street muggings followed by solitary overdoses.

But after Ms. Clary discovered that a large sum had been transferred out of her son's accounts, she pushed the police to investigate further. Prodding by Ms. Clary and relatives of Mr. Ramirez prompted a homicide investigation.

Several men spoke to The New York Times after surviving similar encounters. They described waking up with no recollection of the previous night, their bank accounts drained and their credit cards maxed out. When they awoke, some of the men said, they realized that someone had gained access to their phones using facial recognition technology while they were unconscious. Upon gaining access, the thieves had emptied their bank accounts and left them unconscious in their homes.

In several cases, men the victims didn't recall meeting were captured on surveillance footage leading them out of the bars and into taxis or their apartments. The jury that convicted the three men heard from several of these victims during the trial.

That jury also heard from medical examiners, who said they had determined that Mr. Umberger and Mr. Ramirez were both killed by a fentanyl-laced drug cocktail. Mr. DeMaio, text messages showed, was the one to procure the fentanyl.

The defendants and their supporters showed little remorse on Wednesday. Theatric yawns from the supporters punctuated the proceedings, the gallery bench vibrating as people squirmed and tapped their feet.

The judge allowed the defendants a chance to apologize directly.

Mr. DeMaio offered brief condolences to his victims' families, prompting the judge to ask, "Is that it?"

Mr. Barroso declined to speak.

Mr. Hamilton, however, was defiant. "I maintain my innocence," he said, adding that he planned to appeal. "My actions weren't deadly at all."

In a statement, Alvin L. Bragg, Manhattan's district attorney, said that the defendants had "displayed a wanton disregard toward their victims."

"They left both men to die as they used their financial accounts to purchase clothes and sneakers, never once showing concern about the deadly consequences of their actions," Mr. Bragg said.

As the defendants filed from the courtroom, Mr. Hamilton walked haltingly, trying to make eye contact with family and friends. Mr. Barroso, who had blown a kiss to a family member as he entered, struggled to stand from his chair and was silent as he walked out.
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Michelle Goldberg


The Trump-Supporting Christians Accusing Jews of Antisemitism

Pro-Israeli demonstrators gathered outside of the University of Southern California for a "United for Israel March" organized by Pursuit Church and the Christian worship leader Sean Feucht. Alex Welsh for The New York Times



By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


May 20, 2025 at 01:11 AM

In The New York Times this weekend, Katie J.M. Baker described a fund-raising pitch that the Heritage Foundation, the right-wing think tank that gave us Project 2025, made for a campaign to crush a subversive movement that threatens "America itself."

The pitch, she wrote, "presented an illustration of a pyramid topped by 'progressive "elites" leading the way,' which included Jewish billionaires such as the philanthropist George Soros and Governor JB Pritzker of Illinois." Whether intentionally or not, Heritage was deploying a classic antisemitic trope, the notion of the wealthy Jewish puppet master. In the contemporary version of this conspiracy theory, Soros looms especially large; the Anti-Defamation League has multiple pages on its website about the antisemitic underpinnings of right-wing claims that Soros is working to destabilize society.

I emailed the Anti-Defamation League for its thoughts on the Heritage Foundation's pyramid illustration but haven't heard back. I won't be surprised, however, if the organization stays silent, because the Heritage Foundation was demonizing Soros in the name of defending Israel.

The campaign Baker wrote about is called Project Esther, and it aims to destroy the pro-Palestinian movement in the United States. Heritage defines this movement broadly, in a way that includes virtually all attempts to shift American foreign policy in a less pro-Israel direction, including those by progressive Jews.

Here we see the perversity that can come from conflating antisemitism with opposition to an increasingly brutal and authoritarian Israeli state. "Those supporters of Palestine and Hamas who have claimed for decades that criticizing Israel's policies does not equate to antisemitism are at best insincere," said a strategic plan for Project Esther published online. In the twisted logic of Project Esther -- which is also the logic of Donald Trump's war on academia -- ultra-Zionist gentiles get to lecture Jews about antisemitism even as they lay waste to the liberal culture that has allowed American Jews to thrive.

In its plan, Project Esther describes its opponents as a "Hamas Support Network" that aims to achieve its goals "by taking advantage of our open society, corrupting our education system, leveraging the American media, co-opting the federal government and relying on the American Jewish community's complacency." It's a little unclear who falls under this sinister umbrella; the report targets both radical groups like Students for Justice in Palestine and Jewish Voice for Peace as well as run-of-the-mill liberals. As Baker reported, most of the Americans who dreamed up Project Esther are Christian, though they worked in concert with Jewish Israeli officials. Several of the Americans singled out by Project Esther, meanwhile, are Jewish.

At one point, Project Esther singles out the majority of Jewish House Democrats who declined to censure their colleague Rashida Tlaib for anti-Israel language, including her defense of the slogan "From the river to the sea." Their votes, said Project Esther, are "indicative of the strong strain of antisemitism that is running rampant through the progressive left" as well as a "dangerous complacency and indifference across America's Jewish community."

It describes the Jewish congresswoman Jan Schakowsky as part of a "Hamas caucus" in Congress, one that's also supported by the Jewish senator Bernie Sanders. Indeed, one clue that there's something off about Project Esther's definition of antisemitism is how often it tags Jews as perpetrators.

The outfit's distorted definition of antisemitism matters because Trump, since returning to the White House, has put into practice orders that closely reflect Project Esther's proposals. He's defunded universities on the pretext of punishing them for antisemitism and attempted to deport pro-Palestinian student activists.

If Project Esther has its way, the crackdown on pro-Palestinian speech will go even further. It wants to see those it calls "Hamas supporters" removed from university staffs, denied the right to protest and banned from social media. Ultimately it hopes to see them stigmatized the way the K.K.K. and Al Qaeda are.

American Jews overwhelmingly detest Hamas, of course, and a recent survey of Jewish voters by the Democratic research firm GBAO Strategies shows that a large majority are worried about antisemitism on college campuses. But most Jews are not onboard with the way Trump is enacting the Project Esther agenda. According to the GBAO poll, 64 percent of Jewish voters disapprove of Trump's approach to antisemitism. Nearly 70 percent say the word "fascist" describes him.

This isn't surprising. Jews tend to teach their children to be wary of fascism from a very young age, with its nationalist bombast, its cult of masculinity, its contempt for pluralism and its relentless, bludgeoning lies.

Philip Roth, among the greatest of American Jewish writers, captured this deep-rooted fear in his 2004 novel, "The Plot Against America," which envisions an alternative history in which Charles Lindbergh, an outsider and a celebrity, defeats Franklin Delano Roosevelt in the 1940 election and then signs a treaty with Nazi Germany. Paging through the book now, I find some details newly eerie -- Lindbergh's "America First" platform and his warning about "the infiltration of inferior blood" into the country, his big fictional pre-election rally at Madison Square Garden and the narrator's incredulity at a threatened war with Canada.

But even Roth, for all his prescience, couldn't have foreseen a modern-day Lindbergh who, in transforming America into something out of Jewish nightmares, pretends he's trying to ensure Jewish safety. Roth was our pre-eminent chronicler of what he once called "the indigenous American berserk." He had no idea how berserk things were going to get.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Guest Essay


I'm a LinkedIn Executive. I See the Bottom Rung of the Career Ladder Breaking.

 Sharmila Banerjee



By Aneesh Raman
Mr. Raman is the chief economic opportunity officer at LinkedIn.


May 19, 2025 at 10:01 AM

There are growing signs that artificial intelligence poses a real threat to a substantial number of the jobs that normally serve as the first step for each new generation of young workers. Uncertainty around tariffs and global trade is likely to only accelerate that pressure, just as millions of 2025 graduates enter the work force.

We saw what happened in the 1980s when our manufacturing sector steeply declined. Now it is our office workers who are staring down the same kind of technological and economic disruption.

Breaking first is the bottom rung of the career ladder. In tech, advanced coding tools are creeping into the tasks of writing simple code and debugging -- the ways junior developers gain experience. In law firms, junior paralegals and first-year associates who once cut their teeth on document review are handing weeks of work over to A.I. tools to complete in a matter of hours. And across retailers, A.I. chatbots and automated customer service tools are taking on duties once assigned to young associates.

These changes coincide with a shift appearing in the latest employment numbers. The unemployment rate for college grads has risen 30 percent since September 2022, compared with about 18 percent for all workers. And while LinkedIn's Workforce Confidence Index, a measure of job and career confidence across nearly 500,000 professionals, is hitting new lows amid general uncertainty, members of Generation Z are more pessimistic about their futures than any other age group out there. Meanwhile, in our recent survey of over 3,000 executives on LinkedIn at the vice president level or higher, 63 percent agreed that A.I. will eventually take on some of the mundane tasks currently allocated to their entry-level employees.

Virtually all jobs will experience some impacts, but office jobs are expected to feel the biggest crunch: Our research suggests that professionals with more advanced degrees are more likely to see their jobs disrupted than those without. While the technology sector is feeling the first waves of change, reflecting A.I.'s mass adoption in this field, the erosion of traditional entry-level tasks is expected to play out in fields like finance, travel, food and professional services, too.

Companies are not doing away with these jobs overnight. And we haven't yet seen definitive evidence that A.I. is the reason for the shaky entry-level job market; economic uncertainty plays a major role. Eventually, A.I. will create plenty of jobs. The World Economic Forum predicts that number could be as high as 78 million more jobs, even after predicted job losses. In our survey, executives on LinkedIn still believe that entry-level employees bring fresh ideas and new thinking that is valuable to their businesses.

But any change to young workers' job fortunes hits them at a particularly vulnerable time; getting a late start can slow down workers' careers for decades. The Center for American Progress found that young adults who experience six months of unemployment at age 22 can expect to earn approximately $22,000 less over the next decade.

Also concerning is the potential for widening inequality in the job market. If entry-level roles evaporate, those lacking elite networks or privileged backgrounds will face even steeper barriers to finding their footing in the workplace. Plus, the fallout from large-scale economic shifts ripples through entire communities. When manufacturing jobs vanished across America's heartland, the result wasn't just lost income but also social and political upheaval.

To fix entry-level work, we'll have to reimagine it entirely.

First, we need to ensure workers are learning the skills employers are starting to demand. New approaches are emerging: American University's Kogod School of Business is embedding A.I. across its curriculum and training faculty members to use A.I. tools, and Carnegie Mellon is offering an A.I. bachelor's program in which students take classes on harnessing the power of A.I. to be "beneficial and useful for people." Community colleges in Miami-Dade, Houston and Maricopa Community Colleges are joining in, starting a national A.I. consortium to align curriculums with work force needs and offer applied A.I. degrees backed by companies like Intel and Microsoft.

Unless employers want to find themselves without enough people to fill leadership posts down the road, they need to continue to hire young workers. But they need to redesign entry-level jobs that give workers higher-level tasks that add value beyond what can be produced by A.I. At the accounting and consulting firm KPMG, recent graduates are now handling tax assignments that used to be reserved for employees with three or more years of experience, thanks to A.I. tools. And at Macfarlanes, early-career lawyers are now tasked with interpreting complex contracts that once fell to their more seasoned colleagues. Research from the M.I.T. Sloan School of Management backs up this switch, indicating that new and low-skilled workers see the biggest productivity gains and benefits from working alongside A.I. tools.

This is a group eager to grow. LinkedIn research finds that 40 percent of Gen Z job candidates say they would be willing to switch jobs and even take a 2 to 5 percent pay cut if they were given more opportunities to advance.

For generations, entry-level positions have served as professional steppingstones where new graduates could safely learn under the watchful eye of seasoned managers. Now that the model is unraveling, we must push to rebuild it to reflect the world of work we live in and redesign first jobs with growth in mind -- roles that teach adaptability, not repetition, and serve as springboards, not stalls.

Fixing entry-level work is the first step to fixing all work. Because all our jobs are going to come up against this same wave of change sooner or later. It will feel slow, until it's sudden. We know there's a generation of talent waiting in the wings for their big break. The question is whether we'll give them a real chance to begin.

Aneesh Raman is the chief economic opportunity officer at LinkedIn.
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Nicholas Kristof


Three Well-Tested Ways to Undermine an Autocrat

 Daniel Ribar for The New York Times



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist


May 21, 2025 at 10:00 PM

The question I get most often is: What can we do to take our country back?

So let me try to answer, drawing on lessons from other countries that have faced authoritarian challenges.

The funny thing is that there's a playbook for overturning autocrats. It was written here in America, by a rumpled political scientist I knew named Gene Sharp. While little known in the United States before his death in 2018, he was celebrated abroad, and his tool kit was used by activists in Eastern Europe, in the Middle East and across Asia. His books, emphasizing nonviolent protests that become contagious, have been translated into at least 34 languages.

"I would rather have this book than the nuclear bomb," a former Lithuanian defense minister once said of Sharp's writing.

A soft-spoken scholar working from his Boston apartment, Sharp recommended 198 actions that were often performative, ranging from hunger strikes to sex boycotts to mock funerals.

"Dictators are never as strong as they tell you they are," he once said, "and people are never as weak as they think they are."

The Democrats' message last year revolved in part around earnest appeals to democratic values, but one of the lessons from anti-authoritarian movements around the world is that such abstract arguments aren't terribly effective. Rather, three other approaches, drawing on Sharp's work, seem to work better.

The first is mockery and humor -- preferably salacious.

Wang Dan, a leader of China's 1989 Tiananmen Square democracy demonstrations, told me that in China, puns often "resonate more than solemn political slogans."

The Chinese internet for a time delighted in grass-mud horses -- which may puzzle future zoologists exploring Chinese archives, for there is no such animal. It's all a bawdy joke: In Chinese, "grass-mud horse" sounds very much like a curse, one so vulgar it would make your screen blush. But on its face it is an innocent homonym about an animal and thus is used to mock China's censors.

Shops in China peddled dolls of grass-mud horses (resembling alpacas), and a faux nature documentary described their habits. One Chinese song recounted the epic conflict between grass-mud horses and river crabs -- because "river crab" is a play on the Chinese term for censorship. It optimistically declared the horses triumphant.

"They defeated the river crabs in order to protect their grassland," it declared. "River crabs forever disappeared."

Humor puts autocrats in a difficult position. They look ridiculous if they crack down on jokes but look weak if they ignore them. What's a dictator to do?

Take President Xi Jinping of China, who is sometimes mocked for resembling Winnie-the-Pooh. So China bans Pooh bear images and movies -- giving people more reason to laugh at him.

Neither Winnie-the-Pooh nor a cavalry of grass-mud horses will topple Xi, but wit did help overthrow the Serbian despot Slobodan Milosevic in 2000. A dissident group called Otpor was so modest in size that protests by it wouldn't have been noticed. But Otpor, relying heavily on Sharp's work, engaged in street theater that got people buzzing: In Belgrade it put Milosevic's image on a barrel and encouraged passers-by to whack it with a bat.

"Seeing a group of devil-may-care young people ridiculing Milosevic made onlookers smile," Tina Rosenberg writes in her book "Join the Club," "and encouraged them to think about the regime, and their own role, in a different light."

Rosenberg quoted one Otpor leader as saying, "It was a great party all the time." This made the protests trendy and cool, the ridicule grew contagious, and eventually the opposition became a mass movement that forced Milosevic to resign.

A second approach that has often succeeded is emphasizing not democracy as such but rather highlighting the leaders' corruption, hypocrisy and economic mismanagement.

Critics usually have plenty of ammunition when pointing to hypocrisy, for authoritarians tend to preen as moral guardians while the lack of accountability often leads to, er, lapses. One example: The police chief in Tehran, who was in charge of enforcing the Islamic dress code for women, was reportedly found naked in a brothel with six equally naked prostitutes.

Corruption is also usually an easy target, because as autocrats become increasingly powerful, they and their family members often decide to enrich themselves: Wherever there is authoritarianism, there is corruption.

Chinese officials understand the sensitivity of the issue: They have told me that they're fine with journalists like me criticizing the Communist Party for repression or bad policies, but can we please just lay off reporting on the finances of party leaders (like the former prime minister whose family was so hard working that it rose from poverty and amassed at least $2.7 billion)?

One of the people who seemed to scare President Vladimir Putin the most was Aleksei Navalny, a master of mockery who posted videos of extravagances such as Putin's apparent $1 billion pleasure palace -- and who, when imprisoned in the gulag, announced that he had tried to unionize the guards.

The third approach that has often succeeded is focusing on the power of one -- an individual tragedy rather than a sea of oppression. Protesters against apartheid used to employ the slogan, "Free South African political prisoners," but that never got much traction. Then they switched to "Free Nelson Mandela," and we know the rest.

Likewise, the Arab Spring began in 2010 with a single wrenching story: A 26-year-old Tunisian street vendor set himself on fire to protest corruption -- and millions of other Arabs demonstrated against their rulers.

In Iran, six months of protests started in 2022 when a young woman, Mahsa Amini, died after being arrested by police for wearing her hijab improperly. "With her killing, people lost their patience and poured into the streets," Nasrin Sotoudeh, an Iranian lawyer known for her defense of human rights, told me.

Sotoudeh noted that even a single creative protest by an ordinary person can ignite a broader movement. She cited the woman who in 2017 stood on a Tehran street, removed her head scarf and waved it at the end of a stick; the incident went viral and began the "girls of revolution street" movement to end the compulsory hijab. And while the hijab law remains in place, women now sometimes get away with ignoring it.

We often think of politicians as the natural leaders of such movements. But it's striking how often the stars have been from other worlds. A shipyard electrician in Poland named Lech Walesa. A Czech playwright named Vaclav Havel. Female lawyers in Iran. A female engineering student in Sudan. A widow and housewife in the Philippines named Corazon Aquino.

There's no simple formula for challenging authoritarianism. But these approaches have enjoyed a measure of success abroad and may be ones we Americans could learn from.

In my next column, I'll look at how such a strategy might unfold in the United States.
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Denial Is a Bad Strategy if You're an Aging President

 Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times



By Rachael Bedard
Dr. Bedard is a geriatrician, palliative care doctor and writer.


May 21, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Joe Biden's metastatic prostate cancer diagnosis, coupled with revelations about his decline in recent years, has renewed chatter and anxiety about the former president's health. The concerns being discussed -- what's been going on, for how long and what should have been done -- often arise when someone receives a serious illness diagnosis. The hardest question is about prognosis: What will happen now?

We don't know much about Mr. Biden's situation. We know that the cancer is aggressive, and that it has spread to his bones. This isn't enough information to tell us when the cancer started, or how it will progress. What we do know, however, is that metastatic prostate cancer is considered treatable, but usually not curable. We also know that Mr. Biden is frail, and that frailty -- an accumulated loss of resilience to bodily insult and injury -- makes cancer, and cancer treatment, harder to withstand.

This isn't unique to Mr. Biden, who is 82. It's a fact that applies to anyone in a similar circumstance, including many of his former colleagues in Congress who continue in their roles despite advanced age and health struggles. As a palliative care doctor, I wait to discuss the prognosis until a patient is ready. But when it comes to the people running the country, these conversations should be approached with compassion, not patience. Avoiding a clear understanding of what a health change might mean is an evasion of responsibility.

That's the real connection between Mr. Biden's diagnosis and the concerns about his gait, cognitive lapses and reported fatigue. The cancer news doesn't tell us much about what caused Mr. Biden's decline, or imply that a diagnosis was covered up. Rather, it gives us insight into how he might fare through serious illness.

People's prognoses, whether they have aggressive cancer or another disease, is informed by their overall health, the treatment they receive, their ability to tolerate that treatment, and, importantly, their priorities. I saw a patient this week who plans to decline cancer treatment in favor of traveling to his home country to spend time with his family. As a result, his life expectancy is shorter than it might be. His decision is not wrong; it's extremely personal.

Being able to make such a choice requires forthright information from one's physicians, and a willingness to hear that information. It's true that there are many 82-year-old men with metastatic prostate cancer who might reasonably expect to live for years to come -- to die with cancer, not from cancer. Mr. Biden might die of some other cause. Medicine has made incredible strides in the past decade in treating metastatic cancers and mitigating the harms of cancer therapies. This is especially true of prostate cancer.

But it is also true that older patients on average have worse prognoses than younger patients, and that frail elders tend to do worse than their nonfrail peers. They are also more likely to suffer side effects from treatment; from, for example, even gentler interventions like the testosterone blocking therapy used to treat prostate cancer, which can worsen cognitive decline and fatigue. Often, such risks are worth taking to treat a disease; but they are real concerns and can impact both the quality of life and the prognosis. They can also affect a person's so-called functional status -- that is, the ability to move through the world with relative independence.

When people are very sick, they have to make decisions -- not only about their treatment plan, but about what's most important to them, and how they want to spend their time. A common approach to such conversations in palliative care is to "hope for the best, plan for the worst." Some people outlive even our sunniest prognostic estimates, or stay sharp and feeling well long past when others begin to falter. But holding hope is a conscious act, distinct from denial. Denial is the opposite; it is a refusal to engage the challenging odds, a defensive reaction rather than an optimistic one.

Perhaps, when Mr. Biden fought to run for a second term, he was acting on hope. But it's hard not to think that he, and the people around him, were partly operating out of denial. Denial prevents people from being able to plan for the worst. Planning for the worst is not about giving anything up. It doesn't mean focusing on death. It means thinking about how to shift priorities and roles if time is short. Planning for the worst is an exercise in weighing risks and benefits and making an effort to ensure that the world you care about will be OK after you're gone.

It is hard to be certain about Mr. Biden's prognosis. He may well live for years. But, even with the promise of extraordinary treatment, he is unlikely to be in great health in January 2029, when his second term as president would have ended. And while he did not have this cancer diagnosis when he was running for re-election, he was, by all accounts, already showing signs of impairment and brittleness. That frailty predicted both decline and vulnerability to serious illness, and serious illness is not a rare event in people who are over 70 years old.

People who are in particularly powerful positions of responsibility have a special obligation to face the realities of aging, rather than deny them. They also benefit from access to attentive health care, and so are more likely than many other people to get early warning signs that their health may be faltering.

Whether representing us in Congress, occupying the White House or sitting on the Supreme Court, many of the leaders who make up our gerontocracy choose every day to try to uphold our fragile democracy, in part, with their physical bodies. That is a noble instinct but also a risky one; and it is also a reason to be particularly attuned to the realities of the life cycle.

I hope very much that Mr. Biden's coming months are full of grace and meaning, that his cancer responds to treatment and that his prognosis is good. I wish, however, that he had done a better job earlier of planning for the worst, and hope that others in similar circumstances -- especially those worried about their own legacies -- learn from his example.

Rachael Bedard is a geriatrician and palliative care doctor.
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Cuts in Research, and a Scientist Brain Drain

May 21, 2025 at 06:24 PM


 Hilary Swift for The New York Times


To the Editor:

When President Trump attacks Harvard by withholding funding for medical research, he is not addressing antisemitism or D.E.I. He is taking down research that benefits all of us. This has not received nearly the attention it deserves.

We the people all benefit from the cutting-edge medical research carried out at our top universities. A friend was recently denied a trial in cancer treatment because the funding was cut off.

Don't Republicans have family members with cancer or other illnesses who have benefited from our research?

It would be helpful to pin down members of Congress to learn why they support actions that have little to do with college and teaching and directly harm our health and economy.

Roxanne Kelber
Boston

To the Editor:

"World Woos Scientists Fumbled by U.S." (Business, May 15) is another wake-up call about the irreparable damage being done to our nation's leadership role in science.

The likely brain drain of U.S.-employed scientists moving to other countries occasioned by President Trump and Elon Musk's firings and reductions in force is yet another example of their seeming inability to weigh the full consequences of their policies.

The related effects of their also defunding universities and other government-supported private research institutions will only add to the decimation of American science as many of our best and brightest emigrate.

Are there no chess players in the Trump administration who know how to think a few moves ahead and warn of consequences? In this case, even thinking of the immediate effects should make them hesitate and consult before acting. Ready, fire, aim was never a good practice.

Les Weinstein
Los Angeles
The writer is a former Justice Department engineer and lawyer who worked on technology-related cases for the antitrust division.

Joe Biden, Sharing

 Roberto Schmidt/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


To the Editor:

"Biden Has a Chance to Do Something Astounding," by Patti Davis (Opinion guest essay, May 21), was moving.

The act of sharing a serious medical diagnosis can be an opportunity to show leadership. It can also elevate the sensitivity we should have toward the patient's vulnerability.

Although we live in a period of oversharing, it is vital to openly talk about what it feels like to accept the end of our lives. Mortality is nonnegotiable and touches all of us. Fortunately, former President Joe Biden could still live for years with his cancer.

The recognition of our fragility helps us appreciate our everyday lives. It seems that the simplest parts of our day bring more joy as we age. A daily walk, sitting by the fire or planting a vegetable garden can make my day. Seize the day and the moment. You won't regret it.

Steven A. Ludsin
East Hampton, N.Y.

What Democrats Need

 Illustration by Shoshana Schultz/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "'Don't Be Afraid of a Fight'" (Round Table, Opinion, April 25):

I wholeheartedly agree with this article's central message: The Democratic Party must stop holding back and start meeting this political moment with unapologetic strength.

Time and again, the party shoots itself in the foot by refusing to fight dirty -- even when the stakes are democracy itself. I'm not suggesting abandoning principles, but we need to stop playing by rules that the other side has long since discarded.

Meanwhile, here in Florida, I'm watching another of our state representatives flip to the Republican Party, and I can't help but long for the days when Democrats here actually stood their ground. If the party won't fight back with the same intensity and clarity of purpose, it risks losing not only elections but also the people who still believe in what it once stood for.

David Burg
Tampa, Fla.

To the Editor:

The participants in this round table discussion miss two important points: First, the party as of yet has no leader able to articulate a unified message -- that is, if there is one.

Second, the Republican Party has set the terms of engagement around the main cultural institutions of the working class -- family, the military, religion and country. Until Democrats begin to establish their ideas in conjunction with these central foci of many Americans, their fights may continue but will be futile.

Joseph L. Eckenrode
Bluffton, S.C.

False Manhood

Andrew Batey, a venture capitalist, went to the annual cryptocurrency conference in Denver not to network with fellow crypto enthusiasts but to fight one of them. Matthew DeFeo for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Tech Bros Take Hits in the Name of Manhood" (Sunday Business, May 11):

Pathetic. Violence doesn't make you a man. Knowing what's worth fighting for does.

Saul Dennis
New York
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Why Washington's Huge Tax Bill Is Worrying Bond Investors

Tax cuts favored by President Trump are amplifying debt and deficit concerns and pushing 30-year Treasury yields to their highest level since October 2023.

President Trump visited Capitol Hill on Tuesday, amping up the pressure on Republicans to push through sweeping tax cuts. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Colby Smith and Joe Rennison
Colby Smith reported from Fernandina Beach, Fla., and Joe Rennison from New York.


May 21, 2025 at 10:02 AM

A bill pushed by the Trump administration that would extend tax cuts and increase military spending is amplifying debt and deficit concerns among bond investors, a powerful group of market players who strongly influence how much it costs for the government to finance its budget.

The market's concerns intensified on Wednesday, as Republicans on Capitol Hill continued to wrangle over legislation that would include the extension of sweeping tax cuts passed in 2017, as well as some new ones, without significantly slashing spending.

Those fears manifested in sharply higher yields on U.S. government debt, known as Treasuries, as investors demanded a higher premium to lend to the government. Yields rise as prices fall, and the higher the yields, the more risk investors perceive.

After dropping below 4 percent in early April, the 10-year Treasury yield rose on Wednesday back to 4.6 percent, a large move reflecting investors' worries over the deficit. The moves for the 30-year yield this year have also been stark: On Wednesday, it rose above 5 percent to its highest level since October 2023, after an auction of new 20-year Treasury bonds received tepid demand from investors, amplifying a sell-off in the market.

The auction also catalyzed a sell-off in the stock market, helping drag the S&P 500 1.6 percent lower for the day, its sharpest drop in a month.

"It goes without saying that if Trump is, in fact, looking to the Treasury market as a barometer of investors' approval of the action in Washington, then the recent sell-off that brought 30-year yields from as low as 4.65 percent earlier this month to 5.095 percent is without question a troubling development," said Ian Lyngen, an interest rate strategist at BMO Capital Markets.

Bond investors were already on edge over Mr. Trump's whipsawing tariff policy. Then this week's wrangling over what he has called a "big, beautiful bill" set off the fresh bout of bond market turmoil. The president put more pressure on Republican lawmakers on Tuesday, visiting Capitol Hill and warning that failing to advance the bill would lead to higher taxes.



Speaking with reporters on Tuesday, Raphael Bostic, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, warned that volatility in the Treasury market could add to already heightened uncertainty about the economic outlook.

That risks making people "even more cautious about how they engage," he said. "If that happens, then I'll have to assess the extent to which that should change my outlook on how the economy is going to perform."

'Amping Up the Volume'

For decades, budget hawks warned that America's debt load was unsustainable and that runaway spending financed with borrowed money was eventually going to scare investors away from lending to the United States.

Those fears are now taking hold more strongly in the bond market, and are at risk of spreading further.

Last month, the chaotic rollout of Mr. Trump's tariffs on major trading partners caused bonds, stocks and the dollar to simultaneously drop in value, a rare combination that challenged the traditional role of U.S. assets as a source of safety and stability.

The president backed down on his steepest tariffs after a particularly severe spike in Treasury yields, which was started by selling due to computer-driven trading strategies but fanned by concerns that foreign investors were shunning U.S. bonds.

That retreat calmed markets somewhat, but the early signs of nervousness in the bond market are back.

Now the concern is that the administration's tax bill will add to the federal deficit, which is the difference between the government's income and expenditures. The Congressional Budget Office estimated on Wednesday that the bill, as written at the start of this week, would add more than $3 trillion to the deficit.

That would mean more borrowing -- the U.S. federal debt is on a pace to set a record, relative to the size of the economy. 

"We had an unsustainable budget path, and we're amping up the volume," said Lou Crandall, chief economist at Wrightson ICAP, a research firm. He spoke on the sidelines of the Atlanta Fed's annual conference, which was held this week in Fernandina Beach, Fla., and focused on financial stability.

Apparent progress in congressional negotiations over spending cuts seems to have tempered investors' worst worries for now, but yields remain close to where they were just before Mr. Trump was compelled to pause many of his tariffs.

Best Buy in the World?

Could the bond market sway Washington decision makers again?

"We think it will take a much larger spike in order to impose any semblance of discipline on their process," analysts at Evercore ISI wrote in a note about the wrangling over the tax bill in Congress.

The yields spiked most recently after Moody's followed the other leading credit agencies and downgraded the United States' top-tier rating on Friday. Mr. Trump's top economic advisers immediately condemned the decision, seeking to pin the blame on the Biden administration and offering a full-throated endorsement of U.S. assets.

American bonds "are the best buy in the world," Kevin Hassett, the director of the National Economic Council, told reporters at the White House on Monday. He added that they would become an "even better buy once all of our policies are in place."

But some investors are skeptical, especially if the Republican-controlled Congress does not make substantive changes to the current bill. The final terms are still being negotiated, after backlash from Republicans who have sought more measures to curtail spending, some citing the Moody's downgrade to support their position.

"I don't think we have seen the end of the negotiations," said Mike Goosay, chief investment officer of fixed income at Principal Asset Management. It would be a "net negative to increase the debt burden by another three or four trillion dollars," he said of the current proposal.

Much of the government's current debt was built up by both parties when interest rates were much lower. Now, rolling over that debt with new bonds is much more expensive, accounting for more than $1 trillion of government spending this year, roughly twice what it was five years ago.

It costs the government more to pay interest than it does to fund national defense or to pay for Medicare and Medicaid. The interest bill is second only to Social Security outlays.

And if investors start to back away from the Treasury market more aggressively, it could start to cause ructions across markets.

Nathaniel Wuerffel, head of market structure at BNY Mellon, said in an interview at the Atlanta Fed conference that a large Treasury market could be sustained if the economy was growing robustly and buyers and sellers could easily transact with one another.

If those conditions weaken, and if "debt servicing costs accelerate, then it could create some problems," warned Mr. Wuerffel, who previously worked at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

Bracing for a Tipping Point

Lower immigration and higher tariffs, which threaten to stoke higher inflation, have already prompted the Fed to put interest rate cuts on hold for the foreseeable future as it assesses the impact of the administration's policies.

And if tariffs significantly curtail U.S. imports, foreigners will have fewer dollars to reinvest in the Treasury market, potentially sapping a crucial source of government financing as the current administration continues to issue new debt.

The Fed's short-term rates have an influence over longer-term Treasury yields, so if the central bank keeps its rates higher for longer, the cost to the government is likely to grow over time.

"We are going to see our interest expense drift higher," said Peter Tchir, head of macro strategy at Academy Securities, an investment firm. "For now it is just a slow bleed, but at some point we are going to have to address all of this mandatory spending."

Investors are trying to figure out the "tipping point" at which the level of government debt spooks traders enough to spur serious market turmoil, said Mr. Crandall of Wrightson ICAP. "The level of debt is economically painful, but it's not crushing us yet," he said.

John Williams, president of the New York Fed, acknowledged that there had been increased discussion of whether investors still wanted to be as heavily invested in U.S. government debt and related assets. So far, those concerns have been mostly "people talking about talking about things" rather than an actual shift in investor behavior, he said at a conference in New York on Monday.

Investors are "obviously thinking about the volatility in these markets," he said. But, he added, the U.S. economy is still "an incredibly dynamic high-growth economy and, relative to our peers, one that is very safe and sound."

That said, even a modest pullback by investors could pressure U.S. markets.

Mr. Tchir expects gradually falling demand at the debt auctions that the Treasury Department runs and, over time, "higher highs" in yields whenever there is a spike, he said.

"If you want to reduce your exposure to the U.S., Treasuries are the easiest way to do that," he said

Ben Casselman and Tony Romm contributed reporting.
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The Booming Business of Returned Products

As retailers slow down orders for foreign goods because of tariffs, companies that recirculate overstocked or returned items may help fill the gap.

ReturnPro has a 250,000-square-foot warehouse in Fort Worth, Texas. Desiree Rios for The New York Times



By Ken Belson
Ken Belson visited ReturnPro's vast warehouse in Fort Worth to report this article.


May 15, 2025 at 10:03 AM

On a recent afternoon, televisions and laptops, power tools and fishing rods, kitchen supplies and toys overflowed at the receiving docks of a 250,000-square-foot warehouse in Fort Worth.

The warehouse belonged to ReturnPro, and the goods passing through it, worth millions of dollars, had been returned by consumers to major retailers including Walmart, JCPenney and Bass Pro Shops. Those retailers then shipped the items to ReturnPro, which has a dozen warehouses globally. Workers there sort, clean and repackage the items, then post them for sale on an array of websites where consumers, wholesalers and off-price retailers hunt for discounts.

The cycle is part of the sprawling "reverse logistics" industry that recirculates overstock items and returned goods. And with President Trump's tariff war on China, ReturnPro and other reverse logistics companies are bracing for a surge in demand for refurbished goods in the coming months.

With President Trump's tariff war on China, ReturnPro and other "reverse logistics" companies expect a surge in demand for refurbished goods in the coming months. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


With fewer goods crossing the Pacific, retailers and wholesalers are expected to draw down their inventories of electronics, toys, clothing and other goods. And as they do, they will have to either order more goods from China at higher prices or look for alternatives, like ReturnPro.

ReturnPro handles 259 categories of goods returned to retailers, which may have otherwise sold the products to liquidators for pennies on the dollar or sent them to a landfill at a loss. By sorting them, ReturnPro can generate 25 cents or more on the dollar for the retailers, and far more for products it refurbishes.

ReturnPro's customers are wholesalers, mom-and-pop stores, retailers that sell overstock items like Five Below and T.J. Maxx, and even consumers. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


"As there's uncertainty in the market and the world is not sure what direction we're going with tariffs, a lot of vendors and retailers have reduced the amount of inventory they've purchased or canceled orders altogether," said Sender Shamiss, ReturnPro's chief executive. "There's an opportunity to bring these items back to life that are already here and put them back into the supply chain."

Each day, ReturnPro has more than 500,000 Chinese-made items listed for sale on its various websites, including VIP Outlet, goWholesale and Direct Liquidation. There, wholesalers, mom-and-pop stores, retailers that sell overstock items like Five Below and T.J. Maxx, and even consumers can find refurbished products made by Apple, Milwaukee Tool, Hamilton Beach and other top brands.

ReturnPro sells more than 70 percent of the returns it receives on consignment from retailers, with up to 300 truckloads' worth of goods sent every week to wholesalers and liquidators. Roughly half of the returns that ReturnPro receives are made in China, and ReturnPro tries to sell the products in its warehouses within 60 days.

In general, the most valuable items are electronics because they are in constant demand and retain their value. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


"It's a continuous cycle of one man's trash is another man's treasure," said Zac Rogers, an associate professor of supply chain management at Colorado State University. When inventories plummet, "the sort of normal cycle of continuous replenishment is going away, and these goods will have to come from other places."

The returns business has been booming. According to the National Retail Federation, an estimated $890 billion in goods were returned last year, more than double the amount in 2020, when retailers made it easier for stuck-at-home consumers to return products.

Mr. Shamiss, a gregarious Toronto native known as the Godfather of Returns, said his company's software used algorithms to help retailers determine the potential resale value of returns. Low-cost items like cellphone cases, for example, aren't worth shipping to ReturnPro. The company may deem some damaged items "beyond economic repair," in which case they would most likely be sold to a liquidator or sent to a recycler.

When evaluating returned electronics, ReturnPro workers run diagnostic software, wipe hard drives and look for cracked screens and missing accessories.  Desiree Rios for The New York Times


But items like computers, hunting gear and coffee makers, which have higher resale values, are worth refurbishing, and ReturnPro will do the work. The company, which used to be called goTRG, charges retailers to use its software and collects commissions on what it sells for them. The company said it expected to move 67 million units through its facilities this year.

Mark Kingsley, a co-owner of 203 Trading, an electronics and computer wholesaler, has been buying Apple, HP and other brand-name goods in bulk from ReturnPro since 2008. He said that during the Covid-19 pandemic and financial crisis of 2008, consumers became more comfortable with refurbished goods, which also have advantages for wholesalers.

"One nice thing about dealing with refurbished equipment is that you're not really subject to the pricing set by manufacturers, so you're able to go out and find deals all the time," he said.

Wes Berry, an executive vice president at ReturnPro, with Fara Alexander, director of brand management. Buyers' remorse, Mr. Berry said, is the most common reason for customer returns. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Wes Berry, an executive vice president at ReturnPro, said retailers he had spoken to had been setting up war rooms to discuss whether or how much to raise prices to offset higher tariffs, and where to find alternative vendors for goods, including those made in the United States. In the past, retailers typically sold overstock items when new models arrived. Now, he said, they may hold on to them longer, which could drive up the value of goods in ReturnPro's warehouses.

The mountains of goods stacked to the ceiling in Fort Worth are a tangible sign of consumer attitudes and preferences. A spike in returns can suggest that consumers are tightening their belts or that companies have flooded the market with products that turn out not to be popular, or that have defects.

A spike in returns can suggest that consumers are tightening their belts. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


A dozen Vizio televisions sitting on one bay were returned by retailers to make space for newer models. In one aisle, dozens of retro boomboxes were stacked on shelves next to ice baths, home safes, golf bags, Dutch ovens and 12-inch tricycles.

Not far from the loading docks, two women picked through boxes of returns sent back to Bass Pro Shops. They scanned Igloo coolers, fish finders and Coleman gas grills, items that would most likely be bought by sporting goods stores. There were crossbows and air guns, too. Buyers' remorse is the most common reason for the returns.

About 15 percent of customer returns are classified as fraud, like clothing that was worn once to a wedding and then returned, a practice called "wardrobing."  Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Some goods arrive in damaged boxes and have to be repackaged. Many consumers buy big televisions for Christmas to watch the National Football League playoffs only to return them after the Super Bowl. More generators are returned after hurricane season, and Christmas trees and snowblowers come back after the winter.

About 15 percent of returns are classified as fraud, like clothing that was worn once -- say, to a wedding -- and then returned, a practice called "wardrobing." Fraudsters may put broken or fake items in boxes that weigh as much as the original product, hoping the person refunding the purchase doesn't check. One customer removed an iMac from its box and replaced it with a Bible, according to Fara Alexander, ReturnPro's director of brand management.

In general, the most valuable items are electronics because they are in constant demand and retain their value. ReturnPro workers scrutinize dozens of brands of laptops and desktop computers, running diagnostic software, wiping their hard drives and looking for cracked screens and missing accessories. Software is reinstalled, and the machines are cleaned and repackaged.

Some are scooped up in minutes, which Mr. Shamiss sees as a sign that despite the economic turmoil -- or perhaps because of it -- the market for refurbished goods will remain strong.

"You can put tariffs in the world, but people are still going to buy," he said. "We are a consumer society. Returns aren't going away anytime soon."
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U.S. Debt Is on Pace to Set a Record High, Going All the Way Back to 1790

If Republicans pass their tax and spending megabill, the record will arrive even sooner -- putting America's debt at more than 113 percent of the size of its entire economy.


By Alicia Parlapiano and Margot Sanger-Katz
Alicia Parlapiano and Margot Sanger-Katz are regular readers of the Congressional Budget Office's "major recurring reports."


May 20, 2025 at 10:37 PM





The United States hit its record debt level at the end of 1945, after a world war and the Great Depression.

That record, in which the debt was briefly larger than the size of the entire economy, is almost certain to be broken in the next several years. Estimates from the Congressional Budget Office published in January showed that the country was on track to overtake it in 2032 -- and that was before the Republicans' large tax and spending bill was taken into account.

Under the G.O.P. megabill being considered in the House, budget experts now say, the U.S. debt would blow past the record even sooner and climb significantly higher in coming decades.

America has had periods of high debt before, but they have tended to occur during wars, recessions or other major shocks. Generally, federal deficits have been lower during periods of low unemployment. Today, there is no war or recession to easily explain the rapidly increasing pace of borrowing.

Because the government has been spending more than it collects in taxes over the past two decades, the debt has been growing. Without any changes to existing law, the Congressional Budget Office predicts the debt will rise to about 117 percent of the economy's size by 2034, higher than the 1945 record.

The Republicans' bill would widen the gap further by extending and expanding tax cuts and increasing military spending, partly offset by spending cuts in other areas. The Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, a nonpartisan group that favors debt reduction, estimates that the nation's debt could be as high as 129 percent of the economy by 2034 under those plans.

Researchers at the group calculated its debt forecasts under two scenarios based on the duration of the Republican bill's tax cuts. Even if certain tax cuts expire as written in the bill, they estimate federal debt will still rise to 125 percent of the economy's size.

Other budget groups, including the Center for American Progress, a liberal research group, have published projections even further into the future. One of the group's estimates, which assumes that all of the bill's temporary provisions are extended permanently, shows that the debt could reach about double the size of the economy by 2055, compared with 156 percent without any changes to existing law.

Elevated interest rates over the past few years have made it more costly for the government to borrow money, accelerating the debt's upward trajectory. Moody's, the credit rating agency, downgraded its assessment of government debt last week, specifically citing the rising debt burden as a factor. Technically, the downgrade suggests there is a higher risk the U.S. could fail to pay its debts in the future.

Over time, economists worry that governments get into trouble when their debt becomes too high because bond holders become nervous about whether they can be paid back, which raises interest rates even more. Higher interest rates can ripple through the economy. And the combination can make it harder for a nation to borrow money when it faces a major crisis, like a pandemic, a war or a recession. Natasha Sarin, the president and co-founder of the Yale Budget Lab, which has published an analysis of long-term debt stemming from the bill's tax provisions, said the United States could be heading into risky territory.

"A crisis always feels far off until you're in one," she said. "We don't know exactly where that cliff is, where you can't breach debt levels" of a certain size. "But we know that we're inching closer to whatever that point is."

Last year, the government began spending more on interest payments than it did on the military, and more than it did on Medicare.

"We are entering uncharted territory," said Maya MacGuineas, the president at the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. The last record, she said, "was just after a world war, and this time we are scheduled to hit it in the midst of a strong economy, so that contrast is stunning."

Forecasting debt into the future comes with a lot of uncertainty. In addition to an unforeseen crisis, changes to federal spending, taxes, interest rates, the strength of the dollar, or demographics could change the debt picture in coming years.

President Trump and some Republicans in Congress have been seizing on this uncertainty to argue that credible budget forecasts are not reliable and that the tax cuts in the bill will generate enough economic growth to pay for themselves. But such contentions conflict with assessments from a range of nonpartisan analysts. The precise magnitude of future federal debts is uncertain, but under nearly any set of assumptions, the nation's debt will be on a sharp upward trajectory if Congress's "big, beautiful bill" becomes law.

Federal debt has been increasing for years, under both Democratic and Republican presidents. President Trump's first term was punctuated with the passage of a major tax cut bill and significant pandemic relief spending. The Biden presidency included major deficit spending on a pandemic stimulus bill, infrastructure investment and other legislation. Debt also grew under President Barack Obama and President George W. Bush, largely because of tax cuts, wars and the 2008 financial crisis. The last time the federal budget was balanced, and debts declined, was during Bill Clinton's presidency.

Many Republicans in Congress say they're concerned about the debt. There have been calls for policies to reduce the deficit, and the legislative package does include big cuts to programs like Medicaid and energy tax credits. But extending and adding tax cuts would be so costly that it would swamp any savings generated by those policies. And it would pile on top of a federal debt that was already on track to break the record.
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Why This Used Car Company Thinks Tariffs Could Be Good for Business

The chief executive of Carvana, which sells used cars online, said President Trump's tariffs could help his company by increasing demand for its vehicles.

Carvana, an online seller of used cars, sees opportunity in high tariffs because it expects demand for used cars to climb. Brandon Bell/Getty Images



By Neal E. Boudette



May 13, 2025 at 04:22 PM

Automakers are worried that President Trump's tariffs on imported cars and auto parts will soon increase their costs and start eating into profits.

But at least one business in the auto industry thinks the tariffs could give it a lift. That company is Carvana, an online retailer of used cars that has gained fame for storing vehicles in distinctive "vending machine" towers.

The Trump tariffs, which include levies of 25 percent on vehicles made in Mexico, Canada, Germany and many other nations, are widely expected to raise the prices new cars and trucks, forcing more car shoppers to opt for a used vehicle. An agreement to lower tariffs on Chinese imports that the administration announced on Monday will not change the tariffs on cars and auto parts.

"To the extent that car prices go up, Carvana is probably positioned to be relatively advantaged as consumers look for high-quality cars at a lower price," the company's founder and chief executive, Ernie Garcia, said in an interview last week. "We think that will cause them to shift into used vehicles and into the savings that are available via online buying."

Mr. Trump has said he imposed tariffs in hopes of forcing manufacturers to make more goods and create more factory jobs in the United States, although he has also claimed that tariffs would help achieve other goals like reducing unauthorized immigration and drug smuggling.

Automakers are bracing for the impact.

In the past several days, General Motors said the tariffs would increase its costs by $2.8 billion to $3.5 billion this year, even accounting for measures the company is taking to adapt. Ford Motor, which makes more vehicles domestically than G.M., estimated the tariffs would cost it $1.5 billion on a net basis. Toyota Motor, which imports many vehicles from its home country of Japan, said the tariffs would cost it $1.3 billion in March and April alone.

Analysts have predicted that the prices of some imported vehicles could rise by up to $10,000, and that sales of new vehicles could slow sharply this year.

Alan Haig, whose consulting firm in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., advises car dealers, said Mr. Garcia was on the right track about how consumers were likely to react.

"I think you're going to see an increase in used car sales because of the tariffs, and I do think there will be more customers visiting Carvana websites because that's essentially their sole focus," he said.

But there could also be a downside. If the tariffs cause a recession, or vehicle prices rise too much, sales of both used and new automobiles could decline. Already, used cars sell for about $1,000 more in auctions, on average, than just two months ago.

Mr. Haig said it would take some time for the full impact to be felt. The prices of most vehicles on dealer lots haven't increased significantly, yet. The first batches of imported models affected by the tariff on vehicles, which went into effect in early April, are just starting to arrive. Tariffs on imported engines, transmissions and other components went into effect on May 3.

Whatever happens next, Carvana is on much sounder financial footing than it was just a couple of years ago.

When the Covid pandemic set off a boom in used car sales and online buying, Carvana became a favorite of investors, and its stock soared. But as demand softened, the company was left holding a large inventory of vehicles purchased at relatively high prices, and it began losing a lot of money.

At the same time, interest rates rose after Carvana had taken on billions of dollars in debt to buy Adesa, a used car auction company. Because of the heavy debt load and mounting losses, some analysts feared Carvana might not survive. By February 2023, its stock had crashed.

But Mr. Garcia was able to renegotiate its debt, reduce costs and streamline Carvana's operations. Over many months, the company cut jobs, sold off cars and turned Adesa into a supplier of affordable cars and trucks for Carvana to sell to customers. More recently it has built up facilities at 11 Adesa locations to repair and recondition used vehicles.

The work is now paying off. Last week, Carvana reported record results for the first three months of the year, with profits of $373 million, up from $49 million a year earlier. It sold 133,898 used vehicles, 46 percent more than in the first quarter of 2024. Average gross profit on each vehicle was just under $7,000.

The company accomplished this while keeping fewer cars in its inventory, spending less on advertising and employing about 4,000 fewer people than it did three years ago. Its stock has recovered much of the ground it lost.

"From 2017 to 2021, the company focused on growth," Mr. Garcia said. "We spent the last two years unlocking efficiencies. I think that is what has driven the dramatic improvement in our performance."

Mr. Garcia is now aiming, within five to 10 years, for Carvana to sell three million cars and trucks annually, from about 500,000 now.

Many Wall Street analysts are again confident about the company's prospects, but see at least one hurdle. Auto mechanics are very hard to find, and Carvana needs hundreds more to reach its goal of fixing up used cars for sale.

"Labor is the key bottleneck," Ronald Josey, a Citi analyst, wrote in a recent report.

Mr. Garcia said he was confident about Carvana's business now that it had restructured its operations, and he thinks it can do well regardless of how U.S. trade policy changes.

"I think it's now proven that, yes, customers have shown they are willing to buy cars online, and an online business model can deliver value," he said.
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British Retailer M&S Says Cyberattack Will Cost It $400 Million

The company also said it would take several more weeks to resolve issues relating to the attack, which came to light last month.

A Marks & Spencer store in London, in January. The company said this month that some customer data had been stolen in a cyberattack.  Hollie Adams/Reuters



By Eshe Nelson
Reporting from London


May 21, 2025 at 04:10 PM

Marks & Spencer, one of Britain's largest retailers, said on Wednesday that disruption from a "highly sophisticated" cyberattack that crippled operations over the last month was expected to linger until July and would cost the company about 300 million pounds ($400 million) in lost profits this year.

The breach, which emerged over the Easter weekend, has been costing the company millions of pounds a day after it had to pause online orders, staff had to resort to manual processes and food waste piled up.

Some processes like food deliveries to stores are running smoothly again, but the company is still not taking online orders for clothing and home goods and customers cannot get access to its loyalty program. Online orders and related back-end operations will not fully return until July, the company said.

"This has been a challenging time," Stuart Machin, the retailer's chief executive, said in a call with analysts on Wednesday.

"We're now focused on recovery and customers should be able to shop in our stores as normal," he said, adding that it would take several more weeks to restart online orders.

Cyberattacks and other digital security breaches are relatively prevalent in Britain, disrupting stores, charities and hospitals. But even when they are contained or interrupted, the damage can last a long time as organizations slowly get processes back online and staff members are diverted from other priorities.

When hackers attacked M&S, the 140-year-old retailer was in the midst of a transformation intended to speed up sales growth and maintain its relevance on Britain's primary business thoroughfares, known as the high street.

Reduced availability of food has hurt sales, and additional waste and logistics costs will cut into the company's profit this quarter, the retailer said on Wednesday. Sales and profit for clothing, home and beauty items have been "heavily impacted."

But the final cost of the attack could be reduced by about half after insurance and other efforts to cut costs. The company also said it would use this moment to ramp up an upgrade to its technology within six months, rather than the two years it had planned.

Last week, M&S said some customer data had been stolen in the attack. Thieves may have gained access to personal information, potentially including contact details and birth dates, but there was no evidence that the data had been shared more broadly. Card and other payment details, as well account passwords, were not compromised, the company said last week.

One of the hacker groups being investigated for the M&S attack is known as Scattered Spider. The group traces back to at least 2022 and is believed to include native English speakers as young as teenagers. The group is known for social engineering campaigns in which it tricks people into providing passwords or other credentials to break into a company's computer network. Once hackers are inside a target's system, debilitating malware is installed, which the group says can be removed for ransom.

M&S said that the origin of the breach was a human error and that the hackers had gained access to company's system through social engineering tricks via a third-party supplier.

Scattered Spider has also been linked to other prominent incidents, including the 2023 cyberattacks against the Las Vegas casino operators MGM Resorts and Caesars Entertainment.

In Britain, one in five businesses has been a victim of at least one cybercrime in the past year, according to a recent government survey.

Other cyberattacks in Britain have targeted Harrods, the high-end department store in London that experienced brief disruptions last month and restricted internet access at its stores and offices after an unauthorized individual tried to get into its systems. Co-op, another retailer, reported that a cyberattack last month caused limited damage to some of its services.

The details of the financial cost of the cyberattack on M&S overshadowed a strong earnings report. The company said profit before tax and adjusting items had risen 22 percent, to PS875.5 million, its highest in 15 years. Its revenue rose 6 percent, to nearly PS14 billion.

Adam Satariano and Jenny Gross contributed reporting.
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Target Faces Falling Sales This Year as Turnaround Falters

The retailer's sales fell short of expectations, and it slashed its full-year financial forecast, citing a "challenging" economy and backlash over its pullback from diversity policies.

Target has struggled with tariff-fueled anxiety among shoppers and protests over its retreat from diversity policies. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Danielle Kaye



May 21, 2025 at 01:34 PM

Target's woes continue.

The underperforming retailer has struggled with tariff-fueled anxiety among shoppers and protests in response to its retreat from diversity policies. On Wednesday, it again fell short of expectations for quarterly sales and slashed its full-year financial forecast. Target now expects a "low-single-digit decline" in sales this year, down from a projection a few months ago of a small gain.

The gloomy forecast set Target apart from some of its competitors that have in recent days maintained their outlooks, even while warning of the risks and uncertainty generated by President Trump's tariffs.

Comparable sales at Target last quarter, which ended May 3, fell 3.8 percent from a year earlier, reflecting both lower foot traffic and less spent per visit. The retailer's stock fell roughly 6 percent in early trading as investors digested the weaker-than-expected report.

"We're not satisfied with this performance," Brian Cornell, Target's chief executive, said on a call with analysts. The report was the latest evidence that the retailer's effort to rebound from a difficult 2024 -- a year marked by inconsistent sales growth and a tumbling stock price -- has yet to materialize.

A "highly challenging environment" dragged down Target's financial results, it said; retailers across the board are navigating tariff-fueled cost increases and dampened consumer sentiment.

Price increases in response to tariffs have taken center stage as major U.S. retailers report their latest earnings. When Walmart said last week that it would raise prices for some products because of tariffs, the company faced swift public backlash from Mr. Trump, who called on social media for the company to "EAT THE TARIFFS." Mattel, the toy company, faced similar ire this month.

That has put retailers like Home Depot and Target, which both reported quarterly earnings this week, in a tricky position, with investors expecting the companies to detail their pricing plans and executives weighing potential backlash from Washington. Home Depot went out of its way on Tuesday to emphasize that its prices would "generally" hold steady.

Target executives on Wednesday pointed to several strategies the company is employing to minimize the impact of tariffs. The plans include working with vendors and suppliers to keep prices low, changing inventory, adjusting the timing for some orders, diversifying its sources of production and, "where necessary, adjusting prices," said Rick Gomez, Target's chief commercial officer.

"Price is the very last resort," Mr. Cornell said on a call with analysts. 

Home Depot echoed a similar position on pricing, adding on a call with analysts Tuesday that it could gain market share from rivals. "We don't see broad-based price increases for our customers at all going forward," said Billy Bastek, head of merchandising for the home improvement retailer.

The comments came after Walmart's warning last week that Mr. Trump's tariffs would push the company to start raising prices soon.

Target relies more heavily on discretionary items like electronics than some of its competitors -- for example, Walmart's well-trafficked grocery aisles -- noted Steven Shemesh, a retail analyst at RBC Capital Markets. That poses a challenge for Target, given that many discretionary goods are imported and may be less popular as shoppers focus on buying essential items, he said.

Both Walmart and Home Depot reaffirmed their full-year financial forecasts, despite the likelihood that tariffs would raise costs for certain products. That put Target in a difficult spot heading into its earnings report, Mr. Shemesh said.

"If you're Target and you don't reaffirm, you by default look worse than Walmart," he added. On Wednesday, Lowe's, the home improvement retailer, reaffirmed its full-year guidance, too.

As part of its turnaround push, Target said, it will create an "acceleration office" aimed at streamlining operations and speeding up decisions. "In today's environment, we need to become more agile and move with greater speed," said Michael Fiddelke, Target's chief operating officer, who is set to lead the office.

On top of tariffs and shaky consumer confidence, Target is dealing with the fallout from its retreat from diversity practices. Customers denounced Target's decision in January to pull back on these policies, noting that the retailer had long been viewed as a friendly environment that sold and highlighted merchandise from many minority communities. Several groups have called on shoppers to boycott Target, and foot traffic to its stores fell 2.4 percent last quarter, after growing in the previous three quarters.
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Trump Administration Cancels Scores of Grants to Study Online Misinformation

Federal agencies say that by axing the funding they are protecting the First Amendment. Critics see it as stifling scientific inquiry into sources of harmful online content.

Lisa K. Fazio, an associate professor at Vanderbilt University, whose federal grant to study how repetition of lies reinforced them was canceled.



By Steven Lee Myers



May 15, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The Trump administration has sharply expanded its campaign against experts who track misinformation and other harmful content online, abruptly canceling scores of scientific research grants at universities across the country.

The grants funded research into topics like ways to evade censors in China. One grant at the Rochester Institute of Technology, for example, sought to design a tool to detect fabricated videos or photos generated by artificial intelligence. Another, at Kent State University in Ohio, studied how malign actors posing as ordinary users manipulate information on social media.

Officials at the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation contend that the research has resulted in the censorship of conservative Americans online, though there is no evidence any of the studies resulted in that.

The campaign stems from an executive order that President Trump issued on Jan. 20 vowing to protect the First Amendment right to free speech, but the scale of it has prompted criticism that it is targeting anyone researching misinformation. The intent, the critics have said, is in fact to stifle findings about the noxious content that is increasingly polluting social media and political discourse.

"When you ask Americans, these are things they're really concerned about," said Lisa K. Fazio, an associate professor of psychology and human development at Vanderbilt University, whose grant to study how the repetition of lies reinforced them was among those canceled. "They want to know what can be done."

The cuts are part of the administration's broader push to cut federal spending, but they also reflect a conviction among conservatives that the government used researchers at universities and nongovernmental organizations as proxies to restrict content on Facebook, X, YouTube and other social media platforms.

The researchers say those claims conflate academic study about the spread of misinformation or disinformation with decisions made by tech giants to enforce their own policies against certain kinds of content, as they did when they suspended the accounts of President Trump and others involved in inciting violence on Capitol Hill on Jan. 6, 2021.

With Mr. Trump back in power, the claim of widespread government censorship has animated policy decisions across the federal government -- from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, which shuttered its unit tracking foreign influence operations, to the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, which faces a $491 million budget cut in programs that addressed election misinformation or foreign propaganda.

Last month, the National Science Foundation, a government agency that finances much of the scientific research in the United States, began canceling hundreds of grants. Most focused on studies involving issues of diversity, equity and inclusion, but scores singled out work on online content.

The cancellation has jeopardized research in universities in virtually every state, leaving researchers scrambling to find funding for projects that in many cases are only partly completed.

Each Friday since then, the foundation has announced new cancellations. It has now cut more than 1,400 grants, including 75 more last Friday. In all, the grants were worth more than $1 billion, according to a list compiled by two researchers, Scott W. Delaney, an epidemiologist at Harvard's Chan School of Public Health, and Noam Ross, the executive director of rOpenSci, a nonprofit software foundation. None of the grant abstracts reviewed by The New York Times called for censoring content.

"That's really not the nature of our research," said Marshall Van Alstyne, an economist at Boston University, referring to censorship. His team lost a grant for research on ways to encourage social media users to verify the sources of their posts to incentivize accuracy.

Marshall Van Alstyne's team lost a grant for research on ways to encourage social media users to verify the sources of their posts to incentivize accuracy. Sophie Park for The New York Times

Various papers, including one on fake news, listed on a whiteboard in Dr. Van Alstyne's office at Boston University. Sophie Park for The New York Times


The National Science Foundation declined to respond to questions but posted a series of statements on its website saying that among other things it would "not support research with the goal of combating 'misinformation,' 'disinformation,' and 'malinformation' that could be used to infringe on the constitutionally protected speech rights of American citizens." (Malinformation refers to content that could be true but is manipulated to change its context. A common example cited is revenge pornography.)

Many of the cuts seemed arbitrary, even by the administration's stated justification.

Eric Wustrow, a computer engineer at the University of Colorado Boulder, studied ways to sidestep censorship -- in China, not the United States. "It's possible that maybe they saw the word censorship and thought that it couldn't mean anything but censoring them," he said, referring to Republican officials.

The foundation's notifications claimed that the cancellations could not be appealed, though its policies stated otherwise.

"Even though they haven't been following their own procedures guide, I'm doing my best to follow the guidance that has been laid out in prior procedures," said Marianna Zhang, a postdoctoral fellow at New York University, whose grant to study the way children adopt cultural stereotypes at a young age was canceled.

A grant that Marianna Zhang of New York University had to study how children adopt cultural stereotypes was canceled. Ahmed Gaber for The New York Times


The cuts have also angered Democrats on Capitol Hill. Last week, a dozen members of the House wrote the foundation's new acting director, Brian Stone, saying the administration was "unparalleled in its hostility to American science."

The National Institutes of Health also canceled at least a dozen projects specifically involving misinformation or conspiracy theories, including ones that examined how they undercut treatments for cancer, the human papillomavirus, H.I.V. and Covid-19.

The agency did not answer written questions about the cuts, but in a statement referred to the slogan popularized by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., now the health secretary: Make America Healthy Again. "N.I.H. is carefully reviewing all grants to assure N.I.H. is addressing the United States chronic disease epidemic," the statement said.

The Pentagon, meantime, has slashed funding for the Minerva Research Initiative, a program started in 2008 to support social science research in areas that could have an impact on national security in global hot spots.

One study, completed last year by two researchers at the University of Tennessee, Catherine Luther and Brandon Prins, documented how Russia stoked anti-American sentiment in international media before its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.

Even before the cancellations of the grants, the field of researchers examining harmful content online had been under attack from Republicans in Congress and lawsuits in courts.

The social media giants that once supported the work -- especially Facebook and Twitter, before it became X under Elon Musk -- have also backed away from efforts to moderate what users see on their platforms. Without government support, research into the ills that inflict the internet will wither.

"I'm almost certain," Dr. Van Alstyne said, "this is going to lead to a vastly more polluted information environment."
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Fortnite Returns to Apple's App Store After Scoring a Legal Victory

Apple kicked the popular game out of the App Store nearly five years ago, prompting a court battle that was partially resolved on Tuesday.

Fortnite was restored on the App Store. Chris Delmas/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By John Yoon



May 21, 2025 at 08:27 AM

Apple restored the popular game Fortnite to the App Store in the United States on Tuesday, nearly five years after it was kicked out of the store and its developer sued the tech giant in an antitrust case.

The reinstatement of Fortnite, a multiplayer video game with millions of daily users around the world, is the result of recent twists in a long-running federal court battle.

Last month, a judge with the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California ruled that Apple cannot reject apps for including links to outside payment methods that enable developers to avoid the 30 percent commission that the App Store charges on many app sales.

Apple told the game's developer, Epic Games, days later that it had the contractual right to reject an app from the store, court documents show. But Epic said that Apple was circumventing the ruling.

On Monday, Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers called on Apple to reinstate Fortnite to the App Store or return to court to prove it had a legal basis for not doing so. The next day, Fortnite was back on iPhones and iPads in the United States, and Epic and Apple signed a joint statement to the court saying they had resolved that particular dispute.

Representatives for Epic and Apple did not comment late Tuesday.

Their fight began in 2020, when the game maker started encouraging users of the Fortnite iOS app to pay it directly, rather than through the App Store. It also gave Android users instructions for getting around Google's payment system.

Hours later, Apple and Google banned Fortnight from their official app stores. Epic then swiftly sued the two tech giants in federal court over their requirements that it use their payment systems.

Apple countersued, and the judge ordered Epic to pay Apple $3.6 million for breaching its contract with the company. A federal appeals court also found in 2023 that Apple did not have a monopoly in mobile games, as Epic had argued.

But the court said that Apple had violated California's Unfair Competition Law, and it ordered the company to allow apps with links and buttons for purchasing software and services outside the App Store.

Apple and Epic appealed, for different reasons, but the Supreme Court declined last year to review the case.

Fortnite was also kicked off the App Store for users in the European Union in 2020. But last year, under pressure from European regulators, Apple allowed Epic to install Fortnight on iOS devices there through Epic's own store.

The two companies are still fighting in court over Apple's App Store policies.

After the 2023 ruling, Apple changed its policies to allow developers to link to alternative payment options. But it created screens to discourage online purchases by making them appear dangerous and continued charging a commission for online purchases, court documents show.

Epic then argued in court that Apple wasn't complying with the order, and a judge ruled in Epic's favor in April, holding Apple in civil contempt. Apple appealed that ruling and requested a delay of the court's order to loosen its grip on the App Store.

In Epic's case with Google, a jury ruled in 2023 that Google had maintained a monopoly in the smartphone app store market. Google has appealed, and its app store, Google Play, still does not carry Fortnite. But the game can be downloaded onto Android phones directly from Epic's games store. Google did not respond to a request for comment late Tuesday.
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Can Shoplifting Be Justified? This Artist Wants You to Decide.

Dries Verhoeven has constructed a replica grocery store for his latest provocative performance.

The Dutch artist Dries Verhoeven inside "Everything Must Go." The installation sits onstage in a glass box, with performances also relayed by CCTV. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times



By Nina Siegal
Reporting from Amsterdam


May 21, 2025 at 03:11 PM

Between two aisles of a grocery store, a woman is having a destructive meltdown. She opens a jar of applesauce, spits in it and returns it to the shelf. She squirts a tube of mayonnaise onto the floor, then smears tomato sauce from a container on her chest.

Climbing the shelves, she recites a soliloquy on the joys of shoplifting. "Why call it stealing?" she says, with surprising calm. "I call it a love affair."

All of this takes place within a giant glass box on the stage of the International Theater Amsterdam as part of the six-hour performance installation "Everything Must Go," by the Dutch artist Dries Verhoeven. Through Thursday, spectators can enter and exit the theater during the performance to peek into the box or can watch the performer unravel on TV monitors displaying CCTV footage.

It is the latest disquieting offering from Verhoeven, 49, who combines elements of theater and visual art to create performances that are engineered to leave the audience trembling.

"I'm quite a nervous person, and I like this feeling of nervousness, because it means there's something at stake," he said, while the glass box was being assembled at the theater earlier this week. "When we're nervous, we are activated."

The installation takes place over six hours ... Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times

... and features disquieting elements to unsettle the audience. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times


This approach has won him supporters in the Dutch art world, and last month, Verhoeven was announced as the Netherlands' representative for next year's Venice Biennale. Eelco van der Lingen, the chairman of the advisory board that selected him, said Verhoeven was the "kind of alternative voice" that he hoped would "help us confront sensitive issues by provoking or disrupting."

For "Everything Must Go," Verhoeven interviewed 24 shoplifters, including someone who "forgot" to swipe a piece of ginger at a self-checkout stand and a man serving a prison sentence for stealing 56 sacks of coffee. Verhoeven said that many of the shoplifters saw their behavior not as a shameful transgression but as an act of political sabotage or civil disobedience.

He combined the interviews into a single monologue, which his performer recites live during her grocery-store meltdown. "What I do is an adventurous and naive way of restoring balance," she says at one point, "like some Robin Hood micro-justice."

Verhoeven said he wasn't sure how he felt about such a justification, but that was the point. If he had a strong opinion about something, he wouldn't explore it through art, he said. He prefers to work from a feeling of ambiguity or doubt.

The great thing about ambiguity, he added, is that "it is never over."

Born in Oosterhout, a small town in the south of the Netherlands, Verhoeven was the third child of a painter and a piano teacher. He was raised a Roman Catholic and served as an altar boy, but because he knew he was gay, he said, he didn't feel he could express himself fully.

Verhoeven said he wants his audience to feel nervous. "When we're nervous, we are activated," he said. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times


"It was a small village, about 2,000 people were living there, and lots of cows and pigs," Verhoeven said. "As long as you're drinking a beer with everyone else, you're fine -- but the moment you stand out, you're not."

After attending art school in Maastricht, Verhoeven moved to Amsterdam at age 21, and finally felt he could be himself. "I didn't just come out of the queer closet, I came out of quite a few closets," he said. "I became more and more critical of society. I started seeing the fun of disrupting the norm, and that's what I've been doing ever since."

Although his degree was in set design for theater, Verhoeven said he didn't want to just "put a few ornaments" on someone else's play: He wanted to construct the entire spectacle. The sets are still integral to his work, but his performers are often ordinary people or actors playing nameless characters with generic identities. Frequently, he places them in glass boxes.

In "Ceci n'est pas ..." ("This Is Not ..."), a 2013 piece he presented in 17 European cities over six years, Verhoeven installed performers in clear soundproof glass booths in public places. One booth, called "This Is Not Love," featured a girl sitting on a man's lap as he read her a book; both were wearing only underwear. Another, "This Is Not History," featured a Black performer, half-naked and shackled while performing acrobatics.

The piece incited varying levels of controversy in the countries where it was performed. In Finland, a passer-by objected to the tableau "This Is Not My Body," featuring a nude 84-year-old woman wearing a mask. Police intervened and threatened to shut down the performance unless the performer wore a bra, and Verhoeven became caught up in a three-year legal battle over public obscenity that went all the way to Finland's Supreme Court.

Spectators can enter and exit the theater during the performance to peek into the box or can watch the performer unravel via CCTV footage. Ilvy Njiokiktjien for The New York Times


For his 2014 work, "Wanna Play?" he put himself in a glass box in Berlin and used the gay dating app Grindr to contact locals, asking them to join him in the box and take part in nonsexual activities, like washing each other's hair or holding hands. That work was shut down five days into its run, after complaints that it violated Grindr users' privacy by projecting their responses on a screen in a public square, although he had distorted their profile pictures.

Another work, Phobiarama, which premiered in Athens in 2017, invited visitors into a house of horrors populated with sinister clowns, men wearing bear costumes and figures that looked like cartoon terrorists. The haunted house gave visitors "a new way of looking at their fears," said Maaike Bleeker, a performance studies professor at Utrecht University, including "fears that are very much played into now by politicians, like fear of the other."

A more recent work, "Brothers, Exalt Thee to Freedom," placed 10 migrant workers from Bulgaria in a glass box onstage, where they spent eight hours a day singing a revolutionary socialist song. This work schedule mirrored their hours as assembly-line workers at Amazon, but Verhoeven paid them better. Yet the repetitive nature of the work still left visitors unnerved.

For Verhoeven, that's a good sign.

"Activating is the goal," he said, whether his work engenders anger, disgust or tears. But he wasn't interested in telling his audience what to think about their reactions, he said. "I'd like to bring you into a position of not-knowing -- that I share."
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How an Anime Master Perfects the Cool Guy Action Hero

The protagonists in the shows created by Shinichiro Watanabe have smooth style, eclectic moves and a sense of swagger.

Video: 



By Maya Phillips
Maya Phillips has been watching the work of Shinichiro Watanabe since she was in middle school.


Apr 15, 2025 at 10:00 AM

When it comes to creators who have defined contemporary anime, Shinichiro Watanabe is no less than a television auteur. His anime series, which include the renowned "Cowboy Bebop" and "Samurai Champloo," are known for thrilling fight scenes, propulsive musical scores and fun, unpredictable characters.

Watanabe's signature is his magnetic Joe Cool protagonist. He's a cowboy, bounty hunter, itinerant with some moral gray areas, but he's ultimately a good guy who's loyal to his crew. While loafing around at a bar he may give the vibe of an impassive layabout. But during a mission he is a suave, athletic fighter with a hybrid style of tussling that draws from various martial arts forms and alludes to several of the great movers and fighters from history.

"Lazarus" is Watanabe's latest series, about a scientist whose miracle drug may wipe out humanity and the ragtag team of miscreants who must track him down. Recruited to that team is Axel Gilberto, a fresh yet familiar take on Watanabe's typical hero. Here's how the latest version of Watanabe's always athletic, always stylish leading man fits into his history.

'Cowboy Bebop' (1998)

The Original

a

Watanabe's original cool-guy hero is Spike Spiegel, the centerpiece of his popular space Western "Cowboy Bebop." Spike's attitude and style are a mix between two well-worn cinematic tropes: the unflappable Old West gunslinger and the cynical down-on-his-luck film noir detective. His body language conveys a sense of nonchalance, even indifference. When he's relaxed, his gangly frame is often reclined, and when he's up and about he saunters around, hands in pockets, arms akimbo, with a smooth, uninterrupted gait.

His fight style reflects this same fluidity; Spike is a master at evasive movement, great at narrowly dodging hits. Though he excels at both close range fighting and taking shots at a distance, his legs and footwork are really the stars of his combat style:

Video: 


Watanabe based Spike's fight technique on jeet kune do, the style developed by Bruce Lee. Spike's focus on minute, economical movement and his deft modulation of distance while dodging and striking an opponent is reminiscent of Lee. But his fleet footwork in this fight -- the quick pivot and fanned out steps -- actually recall the floating butterfly steps of Muhammad Ali (which is fitting, seeing as Lee was also inspired by Ali's footwork).




'Samurai Champloo' (2004)

The Outlaw

Video: 

Mugen takes the fight to his opponent.

"Samurai Champloo" takes place in Edo Japan, where a waitress named Fuu employs two fighters to accompany her on a journey. Jin is the archetypal samurai character: a quiet, solitary ronin with expert, if traditional, swordsmanship skills. Mugen is a wild card: an outlaw used to working in his own self-interest who shares Spike's impulsiveness but is even more uncorked. Brash and hedonistic, Mugen is all id, and his fight style reflects this pugnaciousness.

Mugen is an offensive fighter, always launching forward into attacks, but what makes him stand out is his mix of breakdancing-style spins and capoeira with his swordfighting. He's versatile, often using the environment around him, vaulting off objects to get himself airborne.

Mugen's leg moves are vital in both his offense and defense. Near the end of this fight sequence with Jin, Mugen blocks a sword strike with the bottom of his sandal, which is reinforced with a metal plate:

Video: 


This small detail is also a characteristic of Watanabe's heroes, who all have interesting footwear. Spike fights in oversized, bulbous shoes. And Watanabe's next hero, Space Dandy, sports large steel-tipped and steel-bottomed boots.



'Space Dandy' (2014)

The Romantic

Video: 

Dandy is more of a lover than a fighter.

"Space Dandy" is perhaps the goofiest series in Watanabe's oeuvre. It features a shallow, harebrained, barely competent hero, but still offers a delightful parody of its creator's tropes.

Dandy -- that's what he is and it's also his name -- is more of a lover than a fighter, and yet he often finds himself caught in inconvenient scenarios. Dandy is the foil to typical Watanabe cool-guy protagonists: He's another misfit who's always getting out of scrapes with his ragtag crew, but he can't fight, he's a bad shot and he's not as smooth as he thinks.

In the above scene, Dandy shows off his speed and style with a series of Michael Jackson-esque dance moves in quick succession. Dandy's at his most agile when he's aiming to grab a woman's attention.

Though Dandy's flirtations fall flat, his moves do come through for him in another vital way. When he's accosted by a gang of aliens wielding laser-zapping spears, his floundering movements save him from an untimely demise:

Video: 


Somehow even his clumsy physical gaffes seem to reflect some of the same dexterity and grace as Spike and Mugen's intentional dodges and deflections.

The ultimate irony of this scene is that the woman whom Dandy was trying to impress is the one who gets the big action-hero fight:

Video: 


Scarlet flips and turns like an aerialist, then shows off some muay thai-style hand-to-hand combat, all while Dandy cowers on the floor.




'Lazarus' (2025)

The Latest Model

Video: 

Axel Gilberto brings together many elements of the heroes that preceded him.

So much of the design and movement style of Axel Gilberto in "Lazarus" feels reminiscent of the Watanabe heroes who preceded him. He's got much of Spike's fluid, evasive style of combat, and his devil-may-care attitude. He relies heavily on sweeps and parries like Mugen but torques and launches his body to more dramatic heights like he's a parkour master. He even has the wild mop of hair to mirror Spike's and Mugen's (Dandy's well-oiled pompadour, while also a dramatic 'do, is the exception).

Axel is so confident in his abilities that he enjoys breaking out of prison as a kind of hobby; he wears a smug face as he does a massive aerial over the head of a prison visitor and lands backward against a railing:

Video: 


Even Dandy would have trouble matching Axel's flair, as this action sequence of him sweeping under, kicking at and catapulting over prison guards demonstrates the balletic quality of Axel's moves:

Video: 


There's no hesitation or breaks in his stride as he progresses down the walkway, and, like Spike and Mugen, he leads legs first. He barely touches the guards as he disarms and deflects them. Though this is our first introduction to this character, we can already get a sense of his particular charms and talents -- he's another Watanabe favorite in the making.



Produced by Alice Fang and Tala Safie

Videos: "Cowboy Bebop," Sunrise and Bandai Namco Ltd.; "Samurai Champloo," Manglobe; "Space Dandy," Bones Inc.; "Lazarus," MAPPA Co. Ltd. and Sola Digital Arts Inc.
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Coming to City Center: A Flurry of Dance From Around the World

Fall for Dance will have its most international lineup since the pandemic; and the center's 2025-26 season will feature Paris Opera Ballet and Dutch National Ballet.

Members of Dutch National Ballet in Ted Brandsen's "The Chairman Dances." Marc Haegeman



By Rachel Sherman



May 20, 2025 at 05:00 PM

New York City Center will welcome an array of dance companies from around the world for its 2025-26 season, the theater announced on Tuesday.

The season opens with the center's 22nd Fall for Dance Festival (Sept. 16-27), with its most international lineup since the pandemic.

"It was absolutely an intentional choice on our part," said Michael S. Rosenberg, City Center's president and chief executive. "This feels like a very important moment to have global perspectives on our stage in New York City because of all that's happening in the world."

The festival includes the Social Tango Project from Argentina; the Stuttgart Ballet from Germany; San Francisco Ballet; and a restaging of Jerome Robbins's "Afternoon of Faun" starring the Paris Opera Ballet etoiles Hannah O'Neill and Hugo Marchand. Festival tickets are $20 (plus fees).

"There's really no point in bringing the world's best to our stage if people can't afford to be in the audience," Rosenberg said.

Beyond Fall for Dance, City Center also presents Paris Opera Ballet (Oct. 9-12), in its first engagement in New York since 2012. The company will perform the New York premiere of Hofesh Shechter's "Red Carpet," featuring costumes created in partnership with Chanel.

The New York City Ballet principal dancer Tiler Peck returns to the theater with "Turn It Out With Tiler Peck & Friends" (Oct. 16-19). The program includes William Forsythe's "The Barre Project, Blake Works II," set to music by James Blake; Peck's "Thousandth Orange," set to live music by the Pulitzer-winning composer Caroline Shaw; and Alonzo King's pas de deux "Swift Arrow," with music by Jason Moran. The program closes with the 2022 City Center commission "Time Spell," a collaboration of Peck, Michelle Dorrance and Jillian Meyers.

Dutch National Ballet (Nov. 20-22) follows with two programs featuring the former Bolshoi star Olga Smirnova and dances by Ted Brandsen, Wubkje Kuindersma, Robbins and a new work by Alexei Ratmansky, which is to have its premiere at the Holland Festival in June.

Presented by Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels, Lyon Opera Ballet (Feb. 19-21) returns with a double bill of works: Merce Cunningham's 1999 "Biped" and the U.S. premiere of Christos Papadopoulos's 2023 "Mycelium," set to electronic music by Coti K.

Martha Graham Dance Company's centennial celebration (April 9-12) will bring three Graham classics -- "Night Journey," "Chronicle" and "Appalachian Spring," each with stage designs by the sculptor Isamu Noguchi and scores played by the Mannes Orchestra -- along with newer works by Jamar Roberts and Baye & Asa.

Other highlights include Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater's five-week holiday season (Dec. 3-Jan. 4); the 25th Flamenco Festival (Feb. 26-March 8); Dance Theater of Harlem, which will perform "Firebird," a reimagining of the classic Russian folk tale in a lush Caribbean setting (April 16-19); and Ballet Hispanico's "Mujeres: Women in Motion," the company's second program dedicated to female choreographers (April 23-26).

Musical theater programming, including the annual gala presentation and 2026 Encores! series, will be announced at a later date.

"What we're doing is presenting New Yorkers with opportunities for discovery," Stanford Makishi, City Center's artistic director of dance, said about the visiting companies.

"Even though their work is performed all over the world," he said, "it's not done so much here."
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'Bus Stop' Review: Travelers Find Shelter From a Storm

Intimacy is at the heart of this rare revival of William Inge's 1955 play, about stranded passengers learning from one another and about themselves.

Midori Francis, left, as a nightclub singer whisked away by Michael Hsu Rosen's cowboy in "Bus Stop" at the Classic Stage Company in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Elisabeth Vincentelli



May 20, 2025 at 10:02 AM

When a blizzard strands stagecoach passengers in a lodge in Quentin Tarantino's "The Hateful Eight," violence and mayhem erupt. Death looms.

Eight people are also marooned by a snowstorm in William Inge's 1955 play "Bus Stop," but what looms for them is life: Some take stock, others try to figure out what awaits.

Best known for its movie adaptation starring Marilyn Monroe, "Bus Stop" isn't seen much in New York these days, so Classic Stage Company, the National Asian American Theater Company and Transport Group should be thanked for this revival.

The director Jack Cummings III staged Inge's "Come Back, Little Sheba" and "Picnic" in repertory for the Transport Group in 2017, and is familiar with the delicate bard of the Midwest, whose deceptively plain work captures the lives of working people. The most consequential decision here is to forgo amplification, creating a sense of intimacy at the Kansas diner where four bus passengers and their driver (David Shih) wait out the weather. The diner's owner Grace (Cindy Cheung) and a waitress, the high school student Elma (Delphi Borich), are used to parades of customers, but maybe not for such extended stays. Conversations stop and start as the visitors chat among themselves and with the locals, who include the sheriff, Will (David Lee Huynh). Elma, for example, is fascinated by Dr. Gerald Lyman (Rajesh Bose), a former professor whose flowery verbiage evokes a broader, more literate world than hers -- and a more perverse one, too, as he has a taste for underage women.

But the most striking of the newcomers is Cherie (Midori Francis), a nightclub singer who has been whisked away by Bo (Michael Hsu Rosen), a smitten young cowboy who plans to take her to his Montana ranch, whether she likes it or not.

The story line is rattling to a contemporary audience. But the beauty, humanity and complexity of Inge's writing is that he makes us understand what drives Bo and, even more important, who Cherie is, and why she stays with Bo.

Both naive and wise to the ways of the world, she has been "goin' with guys" since she was 14 -- "down in the Ozarks, we don't waste much time," she says. Delivering the show's standout performance, Francis illuminates how Cherie realizes that she may have met someone who not only cares about her, but also doesn't mind what she had to do to survive. A performance of "That Old Black Magic," backed by Bo's friend, Virgil (Moses Villarama), on guitar, hits the right balance of awkwardness and sincerity: This Cherie is not wanting for pity or deserving of laughter. (Unfortunately, Rosen is not as assured as Bo, making the relationship more imbalanced than it should be.)

Because the actors are not miked, they feel close to one another and to the audience. We feel as if we, too, are in the diner with them, especially when they talk at the counter or at a table. Cummings also suggests a kind of stasis, as if the roadside restaurant were a self-contained parenthesis outside of time and space. There is talk of the howling winds outside, but we don't hear them (the production does not have a sound designer), making the diner feel cut off.

That directorial decision mostly works, but Cummings is on shakier ground when dramatizing the space itself. In scenes involving only two or three characters, the others often stare blankly, just sitting or standing there. This is at odds with the verisimilitude of the natural voices and saps the show of dramatic tension. It doesn't help that the set (by Peiyi Wong) and lighting (by R. Lee Kennedy) lack a sense of atmosphere and the cowboys' shirts and jeans are distractingly crisp (costumes by Mariko Ohigashi).

Inge's main subjects are usually said to be loneliness and the search for connection. "Bus Stop" has something else: Its examination of masculinity is particularly perceptive about the way it can instill feelings of inadequacy and shame, but also a quiet confidence. This production might not hit all the play's grace notes, but I'm still glad it pulled over for a while.

Bus Stop
Through June 8 at Classic Stage Company, Manhattan; classicstage.org. Running time: 2 hours.
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Fortnite's Darth Vader Is A.I.-Powered. Voice Actors Are Rebelling.

The actors' union that began striking against video game companies last summer has filed an unfair labor practice charge against Epic Games, the creator of Fortnite.

James Earl Jones, the booming voice of Darth Vader, agreed to let artificial intelligence learn from his performance as the "Star Wars" villain. Epic Games



By Derrick Bryson Taylor



May 20, 2025 at 10:45 PM

Months after the death of James Earl Jones, the booming voice of Darth Vader, Fortnite players are having in-game conversations with the "Star Wars" villain about being a Jedi and his conflict with Obi-Wan Kenobi.

Sometimes his responses have been witty: "I sense no connection to the force within you." Others were comedic, with Darth Vader telling one curious player that lightsabers were weapons, "not gardening tools."

Thank -- or blame -- artificial intelligence.

A few years before Jones died, he agreed to let A.I. learn from archival recordings of his vocal performance, and his estate has publicly supported the actor's presence in Fortnite. But the new collaboration has been contentious because of a larger battle over A.I. that has led actors to strike against video game companies for more than nine months.

SAG-AFTRA, the union representing tens of thousands of actors, filed an unfair labor practice charge on Monday that said the use of A.I. to generate Jones's voice in Fortnite had violated the union's right to negotiate changes to its bargaining agreement.

The charge, which was filed with the National Labor Relations Board, accuses Llama Productions, a subsidiary of Epic Games, of "making unilateral changes to terms and conditions of employment" without providing notice to the union or allowing the opportunity to bargain.

David Hoppe, a managing partner at Gamma Law, a law firm that focuses on media and technology industries, said the complaint was subject to challenge on a number of fronts.

"But the goal here may be principally to bring public attention back to the issues of performers' rights and the challenges of A.I. in video game production," he said in an email.

Epic did not respond to a request for comment. A union spokeswoman said A.I. use that displaced workers needed to be bargained.

"While the union is generally very supportive of employers' use of A.I. as a tool to enhance the audience experience, employers cannot implement use of such tools without involving the union first," the spokeswoman said in a statement. "If they fail to do so, the union will seek to hold them accountable."

The union said in a news release that it celebrated the right of estates to control the use of digital replicas but that it had to protect working actors, including those who had previously matched Darth Vader's voice in video games.

When Fortnite players talk with Darth Vader, their audio is sent to Gemini, a conversation chatbot created by Google, to generate a response from the character, Epic says on its website. After clips of Darth Vader cursing and using inappropriate phrases circulated on social media, Epic said it had issued a fix to prevent such occurrences.

The Jones family said the actor's voice was inseparable from the "Star Wars" story.

"He always wanted fans of all ages to continue to experience it," it said in a statement. "We hope that this collaboration with Fortnite will allow both longtime fans of Darth Vader and newer generations to share in the enjoyment of this iconic character."

Whether the union's complaint will be successful remains to be seen. But William Watson, a professor of learning design and technology at Purdue University, said that now was the time to have this fight.

"If you look at social media and tech companies, it's very clear that society cannot trust them to be making decisions outside of their best interests," he said, pointing to the number of times that Meta has been accused of using features that hook children to its platform.

He likened the moment to Pandora's box.

"Before we open it, we need to understand what sort of guardrails we need put in place, both in terms of ethics of the algorithms and in terms of displacement of people's jobs and careers," Watson said. "That's certainly coming down the line across all sorts of industries. But ultimately, A.I. is here to augment what we as humans can do, not just be a detrimental force and replacing people."
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Critic's Notebook


At Theatertreffen Festival, Bodies Do the Talking

Choreographer-led works at the annual German theater event range from the transgressive to the melancholic.

"Kontakthof -- Echoes of '78" reunites performers from a landmark work of contemporary dance by Pina Bausch. Uwe Stratmann



By Emily J. May
Reviewing from Berlin


May 15, 2025 at 05:32 PM

In this year's Theatertreffen, the annual Berlin festival showcasing the best theater from the German-speaking world, two of the 10 selected works -- narrowed down from 600 by a jury -- are choreography-led productions where bodies, rather than mouths, do most of the talking.

The first of these, "Sancta," is the brainchild of the Austrian choreographer, director and performance artist Florentina Holzinger. Like all her shows -- including "Tanz," which played earlier this year at NYU Skirball in New York -- it  comes with trigger warnings, this time for blood, needles, "self-injurious acts" and sexual violence.

Holzinger, who will represent Austria at next year's Venice Biennale, is known for traversing dance, theater and visual art, and "Sancta" is her first foray into classical music. She has reworked Paul Hindemith's scandalous 1922 one-act opera "Sancta Susanna," about a nun tormented by forbidden desire, to critique the patriarchal structures of the Roman Catholic church. When "Sancta" played in Stuttgart, Germany, last year, the opera house there said some nauseated audience members needed medical attention, and in Vienna, Austrian bishops denounced the show as a "disrespectful caricature."

At the Volksbuhne in Berlin, "Sancta" opens with a rendition of Hindemith's score by three wild-eyed singers in habits before morphing into a provocative variety show. Naked performers kiss, grope, and grind against a towering metal crucifix. Roller-skating nuns glide along a halfpipe and karate kick suspended metal sheets. In one stomach-churning scene, a strip of skin is sliced from a performer's chest, fried and fed to another cast member in a techno-scored tableau evoking the Last Supper.

Cornelia Zink in "Sancta." The show starts by reworking a 1922 opera about a nun tormented by forbidden desire and morphs into a provocative variety show. Nicole Marianna Wytyczak


If Holzinger's intent is to shock, she succeeds -- but her efforts also backfire. The relentless barrage of subversive scenes means that, over the show's nearly three-hour run time, it's easy to become desensitized. Its most powerful moments lean into topical humor, rather than excess: When a performer with dwarfism walks onstage dressed in papal robes and dryly declares, "It's official," she elicits big laughs from the audience. (It was the day of Pope Leo XIV's election.) Later, the performer proclaims herself the first lesbian pope, to more enthusiastic laughter.

Though the cast of female, trans and nonbinary performers finished the show drenched in blood, its members all embraced joyfully, bonded by collectively pushing their bodies to the brink. The applause was rapturous: While few would be willing to perform this ferocious sisterhood's tasks, in Berlin, at least, they seem to appreciate watching them.

Singers of the Mecklenburg State Theater performing in "Sancta." When it played in Stuttgart, Germany, some nauseated audience members needed medical attention, according to the opera house there. Nicole Marianna Wytyczak


There is also a supportive onstage community in Theatertreffen's other choreographer-led work, albeit of a very different kind. That piece, called "Kontakthof -- Echoes of '78," revisits the German choreographer Pina Bausch's "Kontakthof," a landmark work of contemporary dance. Nine members of Bausch's cast -- now in their 70s, with some nearing 80 -- have reunited to perform the roles they created in the late 1970s. They share the stage with ghostly, gray-scale projections from the original show, depicting their younger selves and some absent fellow performers, a few of whom have passed away.

Set in a community hall, the original "Kontakthof" explored dating rituals, longing and power dynamics between the sexes. The male and female performers struggle for dominance, including in a scene where they shout the names of body parts at one another with increasing aggression and struggle in a kind of choreographic tug of war.

Many of the original sequences are faithfully reworked in "Kontakthof -- Echoes of '78," yet the Australian dancer and choreographer Meryl Tankard, who was a member of Bausch's company, has reframed some and condensed others. The new show is a love letter to the company and its artistic achievements, but also a bittersweet depiction of the unavoidable losses that come with aging.

Dressed in sharp suits and elegant evening gowns, the performers haunt the stage like phantoms. Surrounded by empty chairs, they sway alone in ballroom holds, their partners conspicuously absent. Later, they scream, slam doors and run in circles while laughing maniacally, tormented by their inability to move on.

Negative memories surface, including in a chilling scene in which Tankard mirrors a film of her younger body being manipulated by a group of men. Her older form recoils, flinching from touches that took place almost 50 years ago, in a powerful depiction of physical trauma.

The cast of "Kontakthof -- Echoes of '78" performs in front of projections from the original show, depicting their younger selves and some absent fellow performers. Ursula Kaufmann


There is celebration, too: Smiling flirtatiously, the cast walks resolutely together in processional lines -- a Bausch signature -- performing a cycle of repeating hand gestures, arm raises and subtle shifts in posture, set to popular German songs of the 1930s. To more rapid jazz, wild, whipping motions bubble up in the performers' limbs. Their gestures are now rougher around the edges than in the projections from the 1970s, and the performers seem to be digging deep into their muscle memories to recall the choreography.

Charming, witty duets also reveal a chemistry that comes from years of working together. A skippy, coquettish exchange between Tankard and Josephine Anne Endicott, a fellow Australian, is a highlight, as is a later scene where Endicott cheekily mocks another performer's hip swivels, which are no match for the projections. When the scrim on which those are beamed is lifted at the end of the second act, and the cast sits at the front of the stage to speak about their daily lives, wishes and regrets, we gain a deeper insight into the personalities that shaped Bausch's revered repertoire.

Bausch led Tanztheater Wuppertal from 1973 until her death in 2009, and it must be tough for the company's current performers, many of whom never met Bausch, to live up to the figures of that time. But "Kontakthof -- Echoes of '78" shows that honoring the past, while not being constrained by it, can make old works newly relevant. There is room for both melancholic reflection and transgressive provocation on contemporary stages, and the moving body is a powerful tool to express both.
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Critic's Pick


'Bowl EP' Review: Sessions in Love

Nazareth Hassan's play follows the tender romance (and acid-fueled hallucinations) two skateboarders share.

Essence Lotus, left, and Oghenero Gbaje star in "Bowl EP" at the Vineyard Theater in Manhattan. Carol Rosegg



By Juan A. Ramirez



May 21, 2025 at 10:02 AM

The play "Bowl EP," written and directed by Nazareth Hassan, is really more of a double LP.

The titles of its discrete scenes (25 in total!) are projected as track names onto the sunken, in-the-round skatepark set of this exuberant premiere at the Vineyard Theater in Manhattan, co-produced with the National Black Theater in association with the New Group. The first half conjures a fun flirtation between two queer aspiring rappers, while the second is a jagged refraction of its ideas. At 80 minutes, the whole play pulses with a concentrated immediacy.

The main M.C.s, if you will, are the jovial Quentavius da Quitter (Oghenero Gbaje) and the seductively internal Kelly K Klarkson (Essence Lotus): two 20-somethings who skate absent-mindedly while spitting potential rhymes. While deciding on a name for their duo, they strike up a playful romance over an indeterminate period of time.

The two are tender with each other, fooling around between skate tricks and occasionally revealing glimpses of inner turmoil. Hassan charts these low-key adventures through impish scene titles (projected in inventive typefaces by Zavier Augustus Lee Taylor) like "picking a name for their rap group attempt four" and "skating and drinking." The drained swimming pool that is Adam Rigg and Anton Volovsek's set, and the skateboarders' "bowl," often places the actors below the gaze of the audience, which is seated on all four sides, lending an analytical lens to the stage interactions.

Substances, from the casual vape pen to MDMA, help the pair find inspiration and grow closer. But like most of what's played off as typical youthful behavior, this recreational habit returns under a new light in the piece's second half, which is triggered by an acid-fueled sex act between the couple.

That jarring shift comes with the arrival of Lemon Pepper Wings, a pangender demon who haunts Quentavius's mind, and is suggested to have once pestered Kelly. (Hassan, who is nonbinary, winks at the clunkiness of communicating gender by referring to the creature as every combination of "he/she/they.")

Lemon is played by Felicia Curry in a bravura psychedelic freakout of a commedia dell'arte performance that begins in full anime cosplay, plush head mask and all. (DeShon Elem's costume design here wildly expands from D.I.Y. skater outfits.) Shattering the fourth wall -- all four of them, in this case -- as the "patron demon of the intimate," Lemon cuts through the issues pushing the lovers together and pulling them apart.

It's here that Hassan reveals the play's wearied humanism and their insight into the hardships of love among the marginalized. The extended fugue in the second half arrives a tad violently, though Kate McGee's lighting and Ryan Gamblin's sound designs keep up with its breakneck pace.

The action regrounds itself with four full-out rap numbers, composed by Hassan and the musician Free Fool, that give the main duo a chance to voice their thoughts directly. The music feels at home in the contemporary queer rap landscape, affecting the techno trippiness of Brockhampton and the ballroom cattiness of Azealia Banks. The lyrics, by Free Fool, are clever and brazenly sexy.

Through it all, Gbaje and Lotus turn in sweet, honest performances with a charming attraction. (And Lotus, in particular, can really ride a beat, especially when a tiny treadmill appears onstage for them to catwalk.) While "Bowl EP" delves into stormy psychological territory, it does not come off as a work in thrall to trauma -- a rarity these days. Instead it offers an extended playtime for queer Black people.

With an off-kilter, episodic structure, it feels distinctly of the TikTok age, without that medium's scattershot brainrot. But Hassan harnesses its sense of psychic chaos into a messy, poignant and memorable new work.


Bowl EP
Through June 8 at the Vineyard Theater, Manhattan; vineyardtheatre.org. Running time: 1 hour 20 minutes.
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In a First, a Story Collection Wins the International Booker Prize

Banu Mushtaq's "Heart Lamp," translated by Deepa Bhasthi, had received little notice in Britain or the United States before Tuesday. Now, it's won the major award for translated fiction.

Banu Mushtaq and Deepa Bhasthi Kate Green/Getty Images



By Alex Marshall
Reporting from the International Booker Prize ceremony in London


May 20, 2025 at 10:13 PM

A collection of stories about Indian Muslim women's daily struggles with bothersome husbands, mothers and religious leaders on Tuesday won this year's International Booker Prize, the major award for fiction translated into English.

Banu Mushtaq's "Heart Lamp," translated from the original Kannada by Deepa Bhasthi, is the first story collection to win the prestigious award. The prize comes with 50,000 pounds, or about $66,700, which the author and translator will split equally.

Established in 2005, the International Booker Prize was originally awarded to an author for their entire body of work, and Alice Munro, the short-story writer, was an early recipient. But since 2016, it has been given to a single book translated into English and published in Britain or Ireland during the previous 12 months, and no collection had won until Tuesday.

Max Porter, an author and the chair of this year's judges, said in a news conference that "Heart Lamp" contained "extraordinary accounts of patriarchal systems and resistance," while the way Bhasthi had translated the collection was unique.

Most translations aim to be "invisible" so that readers wouldn't know the book wasn't originally written in English, Porter said. But, he added, Bhasthi's translation was the opposite, and "Heart Lamp" was filled with Indian expressions and ways of talking that gave its 12 stories "an extraordinary vibrancy."

"A lot of English readers will find it unlike anything they've ever read before," Porter said.

"Heart Lamp" beat five other shortlisted titles, including Solvej Balle's "On the Calculation of Volume: 1," translated from the Danish by Barbara J. Haveland, about an antiquarian bookseller who relives the same day over and over, and Vincenzo Latronico's "Perfection," translated from the Italian by Sophie Hughes, which follows an expatriate couple in hip Berlin.

In contrast to those novels, which many reviewers in both Britain and the United States had praised, "Heart Lamp" had received little media attention before Tuesday's announcement. Only one major daily British newspaper had given the collection a dedicated review, with Lucy Popescu in The Financial Times writing that Mushtaq's "deceptively simple tales decry the subjugation of women while celebrating their resilience."

Kate McLoughlin, writing in The Times Literary Supplement, said Mushtaq's stories were "searing, phantasmagorical, unclassifiable."

In the collection's title story, a woman visits her family to plead with them to let her leave her adulterous husband. After they dismiss her concerns, the woman considers suicide. In another story, "Black Cobras," a woman pleads with a religious leader to make her husband pay their child's medical bills, and he ignores her request.

Mushtaq, 77, said in a recent interview for the Booker Prize's website that her stories were "about women -- how religion, society and politics demand unquestioning obedience from them, and in doing so, inflict inhumane cruelty upon them, turning them into subordinates."

Having worked as a lawyer, journalist and activist, Mushtaq said in the interview that her stories were inspired by both news reports and women that she'd met while working. She said she didn't do extra research. "My heart itself is my field of study," Mushtaq said: "The more intensely the incidence affects me, the more deeply and emotionally I write."

Max Porter, the chair of the judges, said the 12 stories were far from simple depictions of oppressed Muslim women. Mushtaq's stories contained bravery, wit and satire, Porter said, adding: "They'll challenge Western stereotypes of Muslim life in the most beautiful and exciting way."

Mushtaq said that winning "feels like a thousand fireflies lighting up a single sky -- brief, brilliant and utterly collective." The book, she added, "is my love letter to the idea that no story is 'local'" and to the idea that a story "born under a banyan tree in my village can cast shadows as far as this stage tonight."
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Tom Hanks Wrote a Play, and Will Star in It Off Broadway This Fall

"This World of Tomorrow," based on the actor's 2017 short story collection, is scheduled to begin performances in October at the Shed.

Tom Hanks has been developing the show with the Shed, whose artistic director, Alex Poots, leapt at the opportunity to work with "one of the most beloved and trusted storytellers of our time." Erik Carter for The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



May 21, 2025 at 03:00 PM

Tom Hanks, the acclaimed film actor, has written a new play about love, longing and time-travel, and is planning to star in an Off Broadway production of it this fall.

The play, "This World of Tomorrow," will be staged in a 550-seat theater at the Shed, a performing arts venue on Manhattan's Far West Side that has been helping Hanks develop the work over the last year. The play is scheduled to run for just eight weeks, from Oct. 30 to Dec. 21.

"This World of Tomorrow" is about a scientist from the future who travels back in time -- to the 1939 World's Fair in Queens -- searching for love. It is based on elements of Hanks's "Uncommon Type," a collection of short stories published in 2017.

Hanks, who will play the scientist, will lead a cast of 10 to 12 performers, some of whom will take on multiple roles. A two-time Oscar winner (for "Philadelphia" and "Forrest Gump"), Hanks has one Broadway credit, "Lucky Guy," a 2013 newsroom drama for which he received Tony Award nomination.

Hanks wrote the new play with James Glossman, a playwright and director with whom he has collaborated on other projects, including "Safe Home," which had a production in 2022 at Shadowland Stages in Ellenville, N.Y. (It was also based on "Uncommon Type" stories.) The director of the new play will be Kenny Leon, who won a Tony Award in 2014 for "A Raisin in the Sun."

Alex Poots, the artistic director of the Shed, said Hanks's team approached him last year when they were looking for a place to develop the show. Poots leapt at the opportunity, he said, thinking "he's one of the most beloved and trusted storytellers of our time." Poots called the play "a classic love story," but also noted that, because parts of it take place in 1939, "there is reference to the rise in authoritarianism."

"This World of Tomorrow" is one of three upcoming theater pieces to be staged at the Shed. It will present, in collaboration with Los Angeles's Geffen Playhouse, a revival of Tarell Alvin McCraney's play "The Brothers Size," starring Andre Holland, from Aug. 30 to Sept. 28. And from June 17 to Oct. 19 it will present "Viola's Room," an immersive audio production narrated by Helena Bonham Carter. It was created by Punchdrunk, the company behind "Sleep No More."
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Breuer Building Gets Landmark Status Before Sotheby's Moves In

The modernist former home of the Whitney Museum of American Art had its interior designated for protection by the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

The Breuer building, which Sotheby's bought in 2023. Richard Perry/The New York Times



By Robin Pogrebin



May 20, 2025 at 03:08 PM

The modernist Breuer building, formerly home to the Whitney Museum of American Art and purchased by Sotheby's auction house in 2023, on Tuesday had much of its interior designated as a landmark by the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

The designation, which was voted on Tuesday morning, will protect much of the building on Madison Avenue from any changes that had concerned preservationists as the building undergoes a renovation by the Pritzker-winning architects Herzog & de Meuron. The museum's galleries were not included as part of the designation. The designation protects parts of the lower level facing Madison Avenue, as well as the first-floor lobby, coat check, vestibules and the main stairwell from the lower level through the fifth floor.

"We would have preferred the galleries were included in the designation," said Liz Waytkus, the executive director of Docomomo US, an organization dedicated to preserving modern architecture which filed the request with the Preservation Commission seeking interior landmark status for the Breuer. "But we've spoken to Sotheby's and they have assured us they are treating all gallery surfaces as if they are designated and using a light hand in their restoration."

The 1966 building by Marcel Breuer has become an important symbol of Brutalist architecture, with its concrete grid ceilings and its inverted stepped pyramid exterior.

The structure most recently housed the Frick Collection and served as an exhibition space for the Metropolitan Museum of Art's modern and contemporary collection. The renovated building will contain Sotheby's sales room, as well as exhibition and dining spaces. Work is expected to be completed by this fall.

Herzog & de Meuron -- known for projects such as Tate Modern in London, the de Young Museum in San Francisco and the Park Avenue Armory in New York -- has made a specialty of adaptive reuse, or transforming existing structures. The firm, based in Basel, Switzerland, is working with PBDW Architects, a New York firm, on the design.

"We fully endorse the landmark designation, as reflected in our initial plans for the building," said Steve Wrightson, Sotheby's global head of real estate, in a statement. "We look forward to welcoming the public back and honoring the Breuer's enduring legacy as we usher in a new chapter."
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With a New Fair in Qatar, Art Basel Branches Out in the Mideast

Because of its enormous wealth, the Persian Gulf has long been viewed by the international art trade as a prime market for expansion.

Art Basel in Miami Beach last year. The art fair plans to host a new event in Doha, Qatar, next year. Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Scott Reyburn



May 20, 2025 at 01:01 PM

Art Basel, the world's largest organizer of modern and contemporary art fairs, will hold a new event in Doha, Qatar, in February 2026, according to a statement on Tuesday from Art Basel, its Swiss-based parent company MCH Group, Qatar Sports Investments and a Qatar-based organization called QC+.

This latest Art Basel initiative will expand a portfolio of international events that already includes major fairs in Hong Kong, Miami Beach, Paris and Basel.

"It makes sense for Art Basel to come to our region. It's the right time," Sheikha Al Mayassa Bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani said in a phone interview on Tuesday. In her capacity as the chair of Qatar Museums, Sheikha Al Mayassa has overseen her country's ambitious program of cultural projects since 2006.

"This gives Art Basel dealers an opportunity to meet new buyers," she added. "Qatar has good contacts with Central Asia, India and Turkey. Africa is not so far away. It will give our local talent global visibility."

International art dealers are looking to expand their reach after two years during which aggregate sales have fallen, according to two editions of the Art Basel and UBS Global Art Market Report, regarded as the most reliable indicator of the art market's size and health. Geopolitical uncertainties and economic volatility saw sales decline 12 percent in 2024, according to the latest report.

With its enormous wealth, primarily based on its vast fossil fuel reserves, the Persian Gulf has long been viewed by the international art trade as a prime market for expansion. Until now, Art Dubai has been the region's most prominent art fair.

The first edition of Art Basel Qatar is scheduled to be held in Doha's M7 creative hub and the city's Design District, near the National Museum of Qatar. "The fair will launch as a tightly curated showcase featuring a select group of leading galleries and artists, designed to respond to today's market while laying the foundation for growth," according to the organizers' statement, which did not give an estimate of the number of exhibiting dealers.

With four museums already opened and four more being planned, Qatar already has a formidable infrastructure of arts institutions. "We have five or six commercial galleries, and we have a lot of private museums," Sheikha Al Mayassa said. "It's all part of our long-term vision for the diversification of our economy."

Over the past two decades, the rulers of Qatar, a nation with a population of less than 400,000 citizens and a sovereign wealth fund that controls more than $500 billion in assets, have used some of the state's wealth to thrust the conservative Islamic country into a global spotlight.

Qatar is home to a U.S. air base, a major international airline, one of the world's largest sports broadcasters and the Al-Jazeera news network, which broadcasts worldwide. As part of that broader push, Qatar has also poured billions of dollars into art and international sports, buying teams and hosting events, including the 2022 soccer World Cup.

The government's efforts to increase its international relevance are partly motivated by Qatar's vulnerabilities, analysts say. In 2017, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt severed diplomatic and transport ties with Qatar, which they accused of supporting terrorism and meddling in their internal affairs. Qatar denied the accusations but was effectively isolated in the region until relations were repaired gradually, beginning in 2021.

Philip Hoffman, the chief executive and founder of the Fine Art Group, a London-based art advisory firm, predicted that Art Basel Qatar would be a magnet for collectors from around the region. "The Saudis will also come, as will people from Dubai and Africa," he said. Qatar itself was "a significant market, but relatively small in terms of numbers," said Hoffman, who estimated there were 30 to 40 wealthy local families who could be significant buyers at the fair.

With art sales declining in the traditional centers of Europe and North America, dealers need to open up new markets, he said. "This is the worst year I've seen for 10 years," Hoffman added. "It's particularly difficult for galleries with big overheads."

Noah Horowitz, Art Basel's chief executive, said in the statement that the art scene in the Middle East and North Africa had "undergone exponential growth in recent decades, with the establishment of world-class institutions." The new fair in Qatar, he said, would support Art Basel's mission of "growing the global art market, supporting artists and galleries, and developing new collecting audiences."

Vivian Nereim contributed reporting from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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A Master of Moods Reimagines a French Classic

In her new film, "Bonjour Tristesse," and in her writing, the director Durga Chew-Bose knows how to create an atmosphere.

Before her directorial debut, Durga Chew-Bose was known for her enigmatic essays and editorial work at the e-commerce site Ssense. Maria Wurtz for The New York Times



By Lindsay Gellman



May 08, 2025 at 10:03 AM

It was a Thursday night in early May, and Durga Chew-Bose was crossing Sixth Avenue with a serious expression.

She was leaving the IFC Center, a movie theater in Greenwich Village where, when she lived in New York, she had gone to see art house films with a crew of other writers and artists she befriended in her 20s. On this warm evening some years later, she had attended a talk following a screening of her directorial debut, an adaptation of the French novel "Bonjour Tristesse" starring Chloe Sevigny and Lily McInerny.

Ms. Chew-Bose, 39, was dressed a bit like one of her characters: meticulously, and in a Parisian brand that discerning viewers may have picked out in her style-conscious take on the classic. But far from the French Riviera, where the film is set, its director was clad in all black, her dark hair tucked into her jacket collar.

She held a children's picture book, a gift from a friend to bring home to Montreal, where she lives with her husband, the filmmaker and professor Jesse Noah Klein, and their young son, Fran.

"I wonder," she said of the panel discussion that had followed the film, "if it was entertaining enough."

How she came to write and direct this new "Bonjour Tristesse" isn't so straightforward, though Ms. Chew-Bose, a consummate cinephile, has long had a sense that her working in film was inevitable.

A still from "Bonjour Tristesse," with Chloe Sevigny, playing Anne, behind the wheel. Beside her is Lily McInerny, who plays Cecile, and Claes Bang, who plays her father, Raymond. Elevation Pictures


Born to immigrant parents from Kolkata and raised in Montreal, she studied French literature and creative writing at Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, N.Y., graduating in 2009. Afterward, she lived in the Brooklyn neighborhoods of Boerum Hill and Crown Heights, falling in with the city's young literati. Among them: Lena Dunham, whom Ms. Chew-Bose reached out to for an interview about one of Ms. Dunham's early films.

"I remember thinking she was unusually elegant for someone in their early 20s," Ms. Dunham said in an interview. "In the era of indie sleaze, she always carried herself more like a Joan Didion than a New York scenester," she added, with "an inborn maturity and insight that seemed so out of reach for most of us. She had manners, style, restraint -- we were all chasing various identities, and hers was totally formed."

Ms. Dunham cast her as an extra in "Tiny Furniture," the 2010 indie comedy that jump-started Ms. Dunham's career, in a scene at a gallery -- one of just a few other film credits to Ms. Chew-Bose's name before she was asked to reimagine "Bonjour Tristesse."

But it was Ms. Chew-Bose's writing that had caught the attention of a pair of Toronto film producers, Katie Bird Nolan and Lindsay Tapscott, who in 2017 had her in mind to loosely adapt Francoise Sagan's 1954 novel into a modern-day screenplay.

"When I read Durga's writing, there's a spell you fall under a little bit, and that's kind of what we wanted to happen in the movie," said Ms. Tapscott, who with Ms. Nolan runs the female-focused production company Babe Nation Films.

In particular, they had read Ms. Chew-Bose's buzzy essay collection, "Too Much and Not the Mood," which had been published that same year with Farrar, Straus and Giroux. The book gathered up Ms. Chew-Bose's writings for small publications like Hazlitt and The Hairpin, where she had become known for enigmatic essays about living alone, her reluctance to correct people when they mishear her first name, and the meaning of an iPhone emoji she refers to as the "heart museum."

Ms. Chew-Bose knows "how to make an image have a feeling," said the writer Haley Mlotek, who worked with her at Ssense, the e-commerce site Ms. Chew-Bose transformed into a venue for literary writing when she became its editor in chief in 2020.

This was the sort of treatment Ms. Tapscott and Ms. Nolan wanted for "Bonjour Tristesse." But when they reached out to Ms. Chew-Bose about the idea, she hesitated.

Ms. Chew-Bose, 39, says she knows her work isn't for everyone. Her imagined viewer, or reader, is someone who "can be alone with their thoughts" and can "read between lines." Maria Wurtz for The New York Times


The novel had already been adapted by Otto Preminger in 1958. Then there was the tricky content: The work is a coming-of-age story that follows the teenage Cecile who in the novel has an easygoing -- if erotically charged -- relationship with her widower father, who has brought his girlfriend, Elsa, on holiday in the south of France. The trio's carefree dynamic is disrupted when Anne, a friend of Cecile's late mother, arrives on the scene, forcing Cecile to study and keeping her away from her summer boyfriend.

Romantic partners are swapped. Age gaps are disregarded. The source material seemed untouchable, and a bit dated.

"But I've learned that hesitation is really exciting," Ms. Chew-Bose told the audience at the IFC Center that evening, seated beside Ms. Sevigny, who plays Anne, and Ms. McInerny, Cecile. "It's something you can work with."

Ms. Sevigny, too, said she had been uncertain at first about signing on for "Bonjour Tristesse." But after reading Ms. Chew-Bose's writing and speaking with her, she was sold.

"I was just really taken with her as a person," Ms. Sevigny said in an interview. "I think people are very drawn to her mind."

When in 2019 Ms. Chew-Bose delivered a rough outline of her screenplay to Ms. Nolan and Ms. Tapscott, it was brimming with the sort of choices that a director might make, they said in an interview. Though they had a sense Ms. Chew-Bose might be a natural choice to direct, they first sent her script to a handful of established directors. One replied that while he liked the script, there didn't seem to be much room for his own creative touch in such a fleshed-out world.

"From Cecile's P.O.V., still lying flat on the beach, lifelessly, we watch as she grabs a handful of sand and lets it run through her fingers in soft, yellow streams, running out like time," reads a stage direction early in the screenplay.

The producers realized that Ms. Chew-Bose was already directing from the page. Why not invite her to do so officially? In 2021, they did, and she agreed.

The result is a meticulously crafted world where no detail has been spared -- like the fake books she commissioned from her longtime friend, the graphic designer Teddy Blanks, and his wife, the New York Times book critic Molly Young, to serve as her characters' summer reading. Or the vintage bathing suits and trendy accessories chosen by Miyako Bellizzi, the film's costume designer, who roomed with Ms. Chew-Bose leading up to the 30-day shoot in Cassis, France.

Over dinner after the IFC screening, Ms. Bellizzi said that people who don't know Ms. Chew-Bose well might not imagine how funny she is: "We would be on the floor laughing."

At first Ms. Chew-Bose hesitated to accept the offer to reimagine "Bonjour Tristesse." "But I've learned that hesitation is really exciting," she told an audience after a screening on a recent evening. "It's something you can work with." Maria Wurtz for The New York Times


Ms. McInerny and Ms. Sevigny joined Ms. Chew-Bose on a panel at the IFC Center to discuss the film. Maria Wurtz for The New York Times


The next morning, at the Waverly Diner, Ms. Chew-Bose joked that the restaurant's ambience and crimson booths recalled the final scene of "The Sopranos." But she soon turned pensive. The film was now out in theaters, she explained, over a spinach-and-mushroom omelet and gluten-free toast. Anyone could buy a ticket to see it.

"That's obviously impossibly cool to me, as someone who loves movies, but I also feel vulnerable," she said.

Ms. Chew-Bose knows her creative sensibility is "not for everyone." The people she imagines enjoying her new film, or her writing, she continued, are readers, in the broad sense. Not bookworms, per se, but people who "can be alone with their thoughts" and can "read between lines."

"Not knowing why something is moving you and being OK to live in that discomfort," she added.

There is intimacy, Ms. Chew-Bose explained, in small touches. "I think it reveals a lot about people, what they notice," she said. "I like specificity. I love people who can experience emotion through detail and not big swings. Although I admire big swings."

Take, for instance, the moment in "Bonjour Tristesse" when the three women at the center of the film -- Cecile, Elsa and Anne -- carefully cut, or bite un-self-consciously, into an apple, revealing their personalities, psychological states and feelings of identification with one another.

It's art that is similarly attuned to both the mundanity and the romance of everyday life that most resonates with Ms. Chew-Bose. In that final "Sopranos" scene, for example, she said, as Tony selects Journey's "Don't Stop Believin'" from a jukebox and other characters file into the diner, what really gets her is that his daughter, Meadow, is "just trying to parallel park."

Ms. Sevigny and Mr. Bang on set. Elevation Pictures


Ms. Chew-Bose said she has always been sensitive, her radar finely calibrated. As a girl, she worried that "maybe I don't understand the big things -- big ideas. Maybe I'm having a hard time finding ways to express life, death, loss, joy -- and so I need to describe the bread, and then that's a vessel for joy."

Growing up in Canada, she focused on traditional markers of achievement -- coursework at her French-immersion school, student council. Her father, Rana Bose, an engineer, writer, poet and playwright, and her mother, Dolores Chew, a professor of history and liberal arts, separated when she was 8, and later divorced.

In May 2023, just days before "Bonjour Tristesse" would begin shooting, Ms. Chew-Bose's father died after a yearslong illness with multiple myeloma.

"He loved watching me stand somewhere with an audience, holding attention," she recalled. She went on: "I would have called him right after this," referring to this conversation. "Like, 'Baba!' -- I would have turned into his daughter again."

Ms. Chew-Bose is already deep into her next film projects, two original screenplays she is developing with Ms. Nolan and Ms. Tapscott. One, "Dish Trick," is "an unlikely found-family story" set in Montreal, she said. The other, "Soft as It Began," is about the making of a film, and will be shot partly on location in Europe. She plans to direct both.

She said she anticipated the challenges that she now knows firsthand can come with filmmaking. No matter. "One thing I learned in making this movie," she said, "is I've got to make things."

Suddenly, with a flourish that Ms. Chew-Bose herself might have dreamed up, "Don't Stop Believin'" came on over the restaurant speaker system. She put down her fork and raised her index finger in excitement, as a grin lit up her face.
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Is All of This Self-Monitoring Making Us Paranoid?

As wearable technology, like the Oura Ring, becomes more ubiquitous, some users say having so much data about their bodies is making them more anxious.

The latest model of the Oura Ring, which tracks heart rate, body temperature, sleep patterns and more.



By Madison Malone Kircher



May 21, 2025 at 10:01 AM

Sarah Hills was worried about her heart.

Her Oura Ring, a wearable device that tracks users' biometric data, including body temperature, heart rate and blood oxygen levels, was telling her something might be off.

The ring provides some of its data in the form of scores, like a "readiness" score that uses "sleep quality, body signals, and activity levels to show how prepared you are to take on the day," according to Oura. Since receiving the ring as a Christmas gift, Ms. Hills had begun to compulsively check her stats. If her scores weren't good, the 22-year-old said, she would ruminate.

When her stats wobbled this year, she tried to see a doctor. When she couldn't get an appointment soon enough, Ms. Hills, a recent graduate of Providence College, and a friend drove to a pharmacy where she spent $50 on an at-home blood pressure cuff and monitor to put her mind at ease.

"At that point I was, like, 'Oh my gosh, this thing is literally destroying my mind,'" she said.

Eventually, Ms. Hills was able to see a doctor who told her she was healthy. The doctor did have one recommendation: Consider ditching the ring.

Sarah Hills Oura Ring made her so worried about her health that she made a trip to the pharmacy with a friend to buy a blood pressure cuff. Sarah Hills


In the eternal human quest to know thyself, it's tempting to seize on every bit of information we can glean. If you could know, for instance, not just that you slept 6.5 hours last night but also that 12 percent of those hours were spent in REM sleep and that your overall "sleep efficiency" -- time asleep versus time awake -- was 85 percent, as many pieces of wearable tech can tell you, why wouldn't you?

At least that's the attitude of many people in our age of the quantified self, in which collecting sheaves of data about our bodies every day seems to hold the promise of bringing about a happier, healthier life. But what if all of that data is also heightening our stress? Is there a metric for that?

While some Oura users say they enjoy the ring as a screen-free way to keep tabs on their bodies, several Oura owners, including Ms. Hills, described feeling increasingly anxious after using their devices. Rather than helping them feel more in control of their wellness, the data only made them fixate on potential -- and often nonexistent -- problems.

You could call it Oura paranoia, though the phenomenon is hardly exclusive to any one product: As wearable health technology, including Apple Watches and Fitbits, have become more popular in recent years, some users have struggled with the unintended psychological side effects of the devices. 

Some of the data the Oura Ring collects: readiness, sleep and activity. The ring provides users with a score evaluating the quality of each. Oura Ring


Eli Rallo, a 26-year-old author and content creator, said she was checking her heart rate "24/7" after receiving her ring as a gift in 2023. When she raised concerns about her seemingly elevated heart rate with a doctor during a routine checkup, she said she was told not to worry and that she was fine.

"They were like anti-Oura Ring," said Ms. Rallo, who lives between Houston and New York City. "They were like, 'This is just not necessary information for a healthy, able-bodied person to have.'"(Ms. Rallo noted that she has been diagnosed with obsessive compulsive disorder, which she said was not well managed at the time. She felt her condition was worsened by wearing her ring.)

Eventually, a therapist recommended she stop using the device entirely. She took that advice.

Hannah Muehl, a physician assistant and dietitian in Pittsburgh, Penn., said she found that the quantified knowledge that she wasn't sleeping well made it even harder for her to get rest. She purchased her ring after having a baby to track her sleepless nights nursing.

"It puts action behind things that should be innate, like reminding you to rest, reminding you sleep, all these things that shouldn't be innate practices," Ms. Muehl said. "Making them things that you're trying to hit as a goal -- which inherently, if you're working hard toward resting, you're not actually resting."

"I just felt like I couldn't do anything right to make the ring happy," said Abi Caswell, a bakery owner who lives in New Orleans.

She got her ring a little over a year ago to use the device's temperature-tracking feature for family planning. She liked the idea of not having "to remember to take out a thermometer every morning," Ms. Caswell, 29, said.

She described becoming disenchanted with the device while opening her second bakery location. It was an intense period for Ms. Caswell, and the ring's regular reminders reinforced what she already knew: "My body was in maximum overdrive," she said.

Seeing that spelled out in data only exacerbated her negative feelings, like giving an upset person the wildly unhelpful advice that he or she should just calm down.

"It was stressing me out more thinking about how stressed I was," Ms. Caswell said, "and how I was not able to give my body and my health the attention that it needed."

Abi Caswell, a bakery owner from New Orleans, said her ring served as an unwelcome reminder of how stressed out she was during a hectic period of her life. Abi Caswell


Not long after the release of the first Fitbit in 2009, and the first Apple Watch in 2015, the potential hazards of technology so closely entwined with the body's natural processes became apparent. Over the last decade, many have spoken out about how wearable tech has worsened their eating disorders and led to other obsessive behavior.

Still, the siren song of these devices remains strong for some people who might be better served by simply opting out of the latest smart watch or ring.

"There's just a lot of crises going on," said Deborah Lupton, a sociologist and the author of "The Quantified Self: A Sociology of Self-Tracking," and people are eager to get their hands on any consumer product that promises them "at least some control over some aspects of their everyday lives and their health and well-being." (Though she noted that having access to such an expensive piece of technology -- the latest model of the Oura Ring starts at $349 -- was a privilege.)

The proliferation of technology designed to track our biology can also make it easy to forget that human beings are pretty well equipped to do that on our own, said Jacqueline D. Wernimont, an associate professor at Dartmouth College in the film and media studies department who specializes in histories of quantification.

Wearable technology "takes the authority and knowledge out of the individual and places it in some third party, in a device that then the individual has to consult in order to try to decipher or understand her own body," said Ms. Wernimont, who is the author of "Numbered Lives: Life and Death in Quantum Media."

"That in and of itself produces a kind of anxiety," she added.

Shyamal Patel, Oura's senior vice president of science, acknowledged that sometimes having access to so much data can be stressful for some users, including himself. Occasionally, he said, he takes breaks from wearing his ring if he is feeling overwhelmed.

"I think it's on us as individuals and users and how we actually leverage this technology so the technology is serving us not the other way around," Mr. Patel said.

He also stressed that users should take care not to compare their biometric data with others'.

Some have found that difficult, particularly as social media has amplified stories of people who they say their wearable tech tipped them off to serious medical conditions.

Hunter Woodhall, a Paralympic track star who said his Oura Ring helped him seek treatment for appendicitis.  Joe Scarnici/Getty Images


"I knew that I had cancer before I was diagnosed because of my Oura Ring," Nikki Gooding, a 27-year-old nurse practitioner in Richmond, Va., said in a widely shared TikTok in March. Hunter Woodhall, a Paralympic track star, said his Oura Ring "may have saved my life" after it helped him seek treatment for appendicitis.

Ms. Gooding, who was later diagnosed with Lymphoma, explained how the ring's daily updates alerted her to "major signs of some sort of physical stress." Her temperature was consistently higher than usual, she said in an interview.

"Please don't let this scare you!!," Ms. Gooding later wrote in a comment on her video, acknowledging a number of people who said Ms. Gooding's story was the reason they could never wear an Oura Ring.

"I deal with a lot of patients who do have health anxiety, so I understood," Ms. Gooding said.

These days, Ms. Muehl, the physician assistant in Pittsburgh, said she has taken off her ring for good. She's back to using an old-school pedometer to track her steps. Ms. Caswell, the bakery owner, is still wearing hers. She said she checks it only twice a day. Ms. Hills abandoned the blood pressure monitor at her parents' house. She still sleeps in her ring a few nights a week.

Ms. Wernimont, the Dartmouth professor, said she regularly has classroom discussions with students who are overly reliant on their quantified experience, focusing closely on data and trusting those metrics over their own firsthand experiences and physical sensations.

"They're like, 'The device said ...' or 'The monitor said ...,' and I'm like, 'But what did your body say?'"
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Those National Park Accounts Aren't Real. But They're Spicy.

TikTok accounts dedicated to Yellowstone, Joshua Tree and other parks have drawn a lot of attention by leaning in on sex appeal.

Joshua Tree National Park in California is one of several National Park Service parks that have fake TikTok accounts dedicated to them. Bridget Bennett for The New York Times



By Nicole Stock



May 16, 2025 at 10:05 AM

Some of the accounts started last year as a joke among friends. An anthropomorphized Mount Hood was warring with Mount Rainier on TikTok, with the creators behind them exchanging jabs in the comments sections? Why not.

But in February, when cuts to the National Park Service spurred concern by some over the future of public lands in the United States, the creators of numerous unofficial accounts for national parks and forests shifted their focus to creating awareness of the famous places that they had adopted.

And now, many of those accounts have stumbled upon a new approach to attract followers: adding some sex appeal.

This week, an account with the display name Yellowstone National Park, and the handle Visit.Yellowstone, posted a video that started with the popular TikTok creator Thoren Bradley taking off his shirt before cutting to a clip of a panorama of mountains and water in Yellowstone.


The video, with a caption extolling the virtues of Yellowstone's 2.2 million acres, has generated more than seven million views. It also has hundreds of comments cheering on what some people clearly took as surprising content from what they assumed was a national park's official TikTok page. The account's popularity exploded, reaching one million followers.

And with that growth, a trend was born, as several other accounts dedicated to national parks -- none of which have any official connection with the parks -- followed suit with sexy videos of their own.

"It was extremely, just unhinged," said Ashley Nichols, a content creator whose reaction video supporting Yellowstone's move into provocative content has more than 12 million views.

"This is a nonserious thing that has a serious undertone," Ms. Nichols said, adding later, "I think it's wonderful, by any means necessary, to bring awareness."

Part of the confusion for some social media users likely stems from the National Park Service not having an official TikTok account, which the agency attributes to the platform not having a terms of service for public agencies. But a representative for N.P.S. said in an emailed statement that "We appreciate the enthusiasm for our nation's parks and the creative ways individuals share their experiences online."

Earlier this week, the park service even got in on the fun with a post of Death Valley photos on its official Instagram account. The caption called the park the "original thirst trap."

That official post could be mistaken for plenty of the fake ones, which have been mixing humor and advocacy all along.

"We have a responsibility because people are looking at us for advice and what to do," said Jaime Wash, a 43-year-old in Portland, Ore., who runs fake accounts for Mount Hood and Mount St. Helens.

As her accounts have grown, Ms. Wash has posted about the environmental effects of logging as well as information about how people can be advocates for national parks. She acknowledged, however, that the more provocative posts are popular for a reason.

People "don't want to hear somebody preach every day," Ms. Wash said. "But if somebody is silly and fun and gives them joy, then says something, they tend to listen more."

Kim Tanner, the creator of a Joshua Tree National Park account, said the goal of her account was to create awareness about the value of preserving open land and to draw attention to the park's natural beauty. But those posts weren't getting much traction, she said. The ones with sexier content changed that.


"I'm not super thrilled about sexualizing Joshua Tree," she said of the posts, some of which contain swear words and sexual references. "But it's working, and because it's working, I'm going to keep doing it."

Her Joshua Tree account now has more than 235,000 followers.

The Yellowstone, Joshua Tree and Mount Hood accounts are among dozens of unofficial accounts that have cropped up in recent months. As with all social media trends, the bit could eventually grow old, but something unexpected has happened along the way: Many of the creators have become friends.

In addition to commenting on one another's posts, many of the people behind the fake accounts also communicate in TikTok group chats and text messages, bonding over their love of parks and their shared goals.

"I'm close with the Yellowstone account and I have been since the beginning," Ms. Wash said. "And also the Willamette River. I really like her. She's a lot of fun. And Joshua Tree. These are all people that I do talk to on a daily basis."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/16/style/yellowstone-park-tiktok-thirst-traps.html
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Why Everything Is 'Coded' Now

Signaling tastes in a time of polarized politics.




By Emma Goldberg
Reporting from Washington


May 16, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Chick-fil-A is right coded. "Rent" and "Hamilton" are left coded. Comedy and wrestling are right coded. Independent movie theaters and capoeira are left coded. "Yellowstone" is right coded and "White Lotus" is left. There's a case for the HBO show "Girls" being right coded. "Superbad" is a little unclear.

People have often signaled their values in the shows they watch ("The West Wing"), clothes they wear (white pantsuits) and restaurants they frequent. But it has become wildly popular in recent years, and especially in recent months, to read cultural tea leaves with the word "coded." In group chats, on Reddit and on X, we're calling anything and everything right or left "coded." It's like playing a game of charades, gesturing at the qualities a certain celebrity or bar or podcast has without saying exactly what you mean. Linguists notice it too, pointing to Google data that shows a spike in the use of "coded," with its current meaning, since the 2010s.

"It's a way of acknowledging that even when something isn't literally conservative, it can still convey conservativeness," said Lal Zimman, an associate professor of linguistics at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

To understand why the word "coded" spread -- why "The Big Short" is millennial coded and Timothee Chalamet is Proust coded and "Yellowstone" is NIMBY coded -- requires going back to tree trunks in ancient Rome. That is where the word "code" itself was born, according to the historical linguist Danny Bate.

Tracing the history of the word, Mr. Bate found that an etymon had been used to refer to tree trunks. Those trees were chopped into pieces that were used to write laws on, which led to the term "code of law." In the early 1800s, in another twist, European military leaders started using "code" to refer to the secrets of military life that were understood but not made explicit. In the 1960s, in academia, "coded" became a useful way of discerning subtle messages about identity groups, calling a doll "girl coded," for example. And in the 2010s, in online forums, fans of the TV show "Steven Universe" gave the word "coded" its modern meaning, talking about how cartoon characters could be "coded" as gay.

If the words we use both reflect and reshape the upside-down moment we're in, "coded" is a sign of the times. It sorts the shifty, amorphousness of culture into the hard and fast lines of our polarized politics.

To understand why "coded" became part of our political conversations today, it seemed useful to go to the spaces where people were using it: events for young people who are posting about what's coded as right or as left. This started with Butterworth's, the Capitol Hill restaurant that has become a hangout spot for President Trump's supporters.

On a Thursday night in April, some 200 young conservative people gathered for a party hosted by The Conservateur, a right-wing women's lifestyle magazine, whose editor in chief, Caroline Downey, 27, affirmed that "coded" had wound its way into her vocabulary: "I think it has to do with how being overt or heavy handed about culture is considered. ..." She paused. "I feel like the right word is cheugy." (In other words, lame.)

Jayme Franklin, 27, left, the chief executive of The Conservateur, with Alexandra Bryson, the director of development and operations. "Hotness is conservative coded," Ms. Franklin said. The Conservateur


The women behind The Conservateur -- a site whose recent not-so-subtle political features include "D.E.I. Hires Have Gone Too Far" and "The Future Is Female Under Trump" -- called their party "America Is Hot Again." The upstairs room at Butterworth's was festooned in right-wing coded party supplies. There were drinks themed "J'adore Cowboys" and "God and Country." There was a baseball cap hanging on the wall that read "I really don't care, do U?" -- a callback to the jacket Melania Trump wore while on a trip to tour a migrant children's center in 2018. There were Conservateur caps that read "Make America Hot Again."

The Conservateur founders said they grew up reading magazines that were or became left coded, like Teen Vogue and Cosmopolitan, as well as books like "The Care and Keeping of You," which they felt were filled with progressive messaging about diversity and sex. Now they want to reclaim conversations about style and beauty for the right.

"Hotness is conservative coded," said Jayme Franklin, 27, the chief executive, explaining she was referring to both inner and outer beauty. "The left is trying to degrade that. They almost have an uglification of culture."

Ms. Franklin and Ms. Downey believe that since Mr. Trump took office, magazines, movies, fashion and other cultural outputs are skewing right, nudged by young people like readers of The Conservateur. Ms. Franklin pointed to the box office slump of "Snow White." Ms. Downey listed unexpected places she had seen "right coded-ness" surface.

"The holistic health movement is one of those things that is now conservative coded," she said. "Andrew Schulz is an example of a comedian that I never would have guessed would have had Trump on his show in a friendly conversation -- but being an irreverent comedian and having an aversion to political correctness is conservative coded now."

"I'm constantly confounded," Ms. Downey continued, "by some things that were never considered conservative coded and now are."

The Decoding

When political power changes hands, the linguistic terrain around it changes, too. Those whose party is in power tend to feel emboldened to share their beliefs openly, not in subtle or coded ways. Meanwhile, those who disagree with their political leaders are, in many cases, concerned about the social or legal repercussions of speaking their minds -- for obvious reasons.

"Whoever feels safe is more likely to use un-coded terms, say things straight out," said Robin Lakoff, a retired professor of linguistics at the University of California, Berkeley. "Language is just a reflection of reality."

Guests at The Conservateur event said it was their moment to say the quiet parts aloud. The Conservateur


What was audible at Butterworth's, as women toasted to America being hot again, was a sort of decoding. Across more than a dozen conversations with guests packing the room, slurping up oysters and sipping champagne, it was clear that the young conservative women drawn to the event were feeling emboldened to speak their minds. It was their moment, many said, to say the quiet parts aloud.

Ava Holle, a marketing consultant who grew up in Denver, said that as a teenager she stayed hushed during conversations about abortion, because when she called herself "pro-life," friends told her she lacked empathy. "If someone were to ask me about it, I'd try to change the subject," she said.

She also used to tell people she was an independent or moderate, but today she identifies as conservative. "I don't need to seek social approval," she said as she sipped her cocktail, partygoers in sequins milling around her.

Ms. Downey, the editor in chief, said she too was watching her conservative social circles become more outspoken. "There's a tendency to speak candidly," she said. "It's not like they're couching every word so carefully."

In silver heels, Ms. Downey climbed on a chair and delivered this message to her party guests emphatically: "We are the zeitgeist now."

The Conservateur event featured right-wing coded party supplies and themed drinks. The Conservateur

The young conservative women drawn to the event made clear they were feeling emboldened to speak their minds. The Conservateur


The Recoding

In social circles on the right, people are decoding, being brash about political messages they once tried to quietly convey, while on the left, some people say they are seeing political debates, especially online, go through a sort of recode.

One week after The Conservateur party, the left-leaning literary magazine The Drift hosted a panel in Lower Manhattan called "What Was Twitter?" It was a sort of elegy for the platform, which has increasingly skewed right. (Panels on Twitter are left coded, even though the platform itself is not.)

When Elon Musk bought the site, his own account became the most followed, driving daily conversation on X as well as support for Mr. Trump. Some voices that feuded with Mr. Musk saw their reach collapse, as New York Times reporting showed. Plenty of left-wing accounts left the site and decamped to Bluesky.

The crowd for a panel, hosted by the left-leaning magazine The Drift, called "What Was Twitter?" The Drift

Panelist Sam Adler-Bell, 35, said that his research had required following far-right accounts on X for years and that in recent months they had shed anonymity. The Drift


There were audience members at the Drift event who said they were feeling pressured to share their political beliefs with extra caution on the internet, some pointing to examples of people who lost their jobs because of statements about the Israel-Hamas war. Devin Williams, 28, who works at a tech start-up and writes a newsletter on Substack about cultural trends, said that because of the tech industry's support for President Trump, she was more circumspect about the views that she publicized. She is keenly aware of juggling her identities as a writer and a tech industry employee, adding that she feels like "an undercover agent."

"I'm aware of really wanting to keep those identities separate," Ms. Williams said. "It hasn't stopped me from saying anything on my newsletter. I'm just cognizant that I may be critical of a thing that the world my job is in isn't critical of."

One event panelist, Sam Adler-Bell, 35, a left-wing writer and a host of "Know Your Enemy," a podcast about the history of American conservatism, said his research had required following far-right accounts on X for years. It is only in recent months that he has seen many choosing to shed their anonymity.

"Because of various vibe shifts," Mr. Adler-Bell said, "there are accounts that used to be anonymous and are no longer anonymous -- and now they're getting jobs in the White House."

The culture -- and how we code it -- is constantly changing. Maybe nothing is more 2025 coded than trying to make sense of what is changing by coding it all, and decoding the moment in the process.

A 19-year-old writer in the room said he had found unexpected delight in watching left-wing accounts co-opt and subvert conservative humor. Memes that used to be right coded are being repurposed by left-leaning accounts, said Alex Bronzini-Vender, a Columbia student. He pointed, for example, to viral photoshopped images of JD Vance, as well as to posts by the left-wing podcast "TrueAnon" that were written in the style of an artificial intelligence bot.

"Maybe one of the ways the left is going to engage in the Trump era," Mr. Bronzini-Vender suggested, "is by messing with the language of the right."

Source photographs by Scott Olson/Getty Images (Chick-fil-A); HBO ("Girls"); Paramount ("Yellowstone"); Gabby Jones for The New York Times (American Girl dolls); Anna Webber/Getty Images (Teen Vogue); Ethan Miller/Getty Images (wrestling); Getty Images (microphone); HBO ("White Lotus")
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Can Cool Kids Get This Mayoral Candidate Elected?

Voguish downtowners are aligning themselves with Zohran Mamdani, a young assemblyman vying for New York mayor. Can their clout help a long-shot campaign?

The mayoral candidate backstage at a rally at Brooklyn Steel, a concert venue in East Williamsburg.



By Joseph Bernstein



May 17, 2025 at 10:01 AM

To be young and online in New York is to be aware of a set of social media cool kids -- artists, podcasters, writers, models, folks about town -- with the power to define what's in, and what isn't. Typically, these people anoint influencers, restaurants, bars, literary magazines and other cultural institutions, permitting them entry into a glossy universe of good taste.

Now they've set their sights on a mayoral candidate.

In the past three months, Zohran Mamdani, the upstart Democratic Socialist mayoral hopeful, has appeared onstage at Brooklyn Steel to speak to a sold-out concert by MJ Lenderman, the Pitchfork-approved singer-songwriter; he has tagged along with the ubiquitous TikTok host Kareem Rahma for his show "Keep the Meter Running"; he has accompanied the leftist personality Hasan Piker on his wildly popular streaming show; and he has posed at campaign events with figures of the Brooklyn cultural elite including the millennial celebrity chef supreme Alison Roman and Ella Emhoff, the fashion-darling stepdaughter of former Vice President Kamala Harris.

The event that best summed up the embrace of Mr. Mamdani's campaign by New York City's young microinfluencers, though, is one that took place in March at an East Village club.

It came about with the help of the publicist Kaitlin Phillips, who has a roster of clients that includes A24, Prada and the Substack phenom Emily Sundberg. Her name is synonymous with the world of Lower Manhattan hype and image making: fashionable, online, in the know.

Yet when the campaign found out in February that Ms. Phillips wanted to offer her services gratis, they had never heard of her.

Andrew Epstein, the Mamdani campaign's communications director, started reading around about Ms. Phillips and was surprised that she wanted to help. "It's a symbol of our ability to reach into networks far beyond the expected ones," he said.

A few weeks later, after some well-placed calls to her friends and to the reporters in her Rolodex, Ms. Phillips helped organize the only fund-raiser of the mayoral race to appear in all three of Vanity Fair, Curbed and Feed Me, Ms. Sundberg's newsletter, which referred to the event as "the hottest party in New York this weekend." (Ms. Sundberg has also mentioned the mayoral campaign of Scott Stringer.)

The hosts included the actress Rowan Blanchard, the left-wing podcasters of Chapo Trap House and the owners of the artsy Lower East Side boutique Cafe Forgot -- a cross section of celebrities, niche media figures and Lower Manhattan trendsetters devised to draw out other cliquish culture makers. It took place the same evening as the Oscars, selling out the venue, the East Village hot spot Night Club 101 (tickets ranged from $20 to $250), and sending a line down the sidewalk.

Volunteers for the Mamdani campaign handing out bandannas at the Brooklyn Steel event this month. Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times


In other words, it was a genuine clout bomb: a marketing strategy that involves gathering as many internet-famous figures in one setting as possible to push a product -- or in this case, a political candidate. The fund-raiser took in more than $22,000, according to Mr. Epstein.

"It was a coalition of cultural figures who are banding together to say, 'When it comes down to electoral politics, we have a common interest,'" said Aria Dean, 31, an artist and writer who was one of the organizers.

Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo remains the faraway favorite in the Democratic primary polls. But Mr. Mamdani's precipitous rise to second place has been helped along by a savvy use of social media to communicate his easy-to-digest policies around rent (he wants to freeze it for rent-stabilized apartments) and transportation (he thinks the city's buses should be free to ride). His candidacy has also been embraced and even shaped by a hip social media class that wields not official endorsements, but something more nebulous and fickle: a social stamp of approval. It raises a question, though. Does this kind of influence actually move the needle in a mayoral election?

It wasn't so long ago that a Democratic politician who surrounded herself with celebrities and appeared on podcasts and in TikTok shows lost the White House. But Mr. Mamdani, a New York State assemblyman who has represented a western slice of Queens since 2021, is young, fluent in the language of the internet and -- most important, his supporters say -- championing policies that many find appealing.

Mr. Mamdani's online political content has three essential ingredients, said Chi Osse, the only Gen Z member of the City Council: "It has to be entertaining, it has to be concise and it has to be excellent policy."

 Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times

 Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times

 Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times

Attendees at the rally last month, from left: Jes Vesconte; Valeria Milesi, Cassandra Johnston and Tsering Say; Ashraf Chowdhury. Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times

Mr. Osse, 27, is himself a student of combining pithy social media appearances with easy-to-explain progressive policies -- mostly notably his FARE Act, which passed real estate broker fees on to landlords.

Mr. Osse announced his endorsement of the Mamdani campaign in April by recording a video with the assemblyman outside the internet-infamous intersection of Myrtle Avenue and Broadway in Brooklyn.

"He's captured the hearts and minds and imaginations of young people," said Mr. Rahma, 38, the "Keep the Meter Running" host. "I think he's doing all of the right things that a mayoral candidate needs to do in a city that feels overwhelmingly young and overwhelmingly online."

It's now de rigueur for politicians to cultivate cultural influencers -- think just of this past presidential election, in which President Trump made the rounds on manosphere podcasts, and Ms. Harris sat down with the "Call Her Daddy" host Alex Cooper. Of course, Mr. Mamdani is seeking local office, so it's not especially unusual that he is engaging with the micro-celebrities of New York, people who appear meaningfully embedded in a version of the city that young people experience -- or want to experience.

Some of Mr. Mamdani's policies, which his supporters say are a primary reason behind his campaign's momentum. Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times


It's a contrast with the high-roller act of Mayor Eric Adams, whose attempts to be a cool-guy mayor include dining at wallet-busting restaurants and passing late nights at the members-only club Zero Bond.

Not unlike Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez during her underdog 2018 primary race, Mr. Mamdani says he is trying to broaden the group of people who feel connected to electoral politics.

"Ultimately we don't just want to talk to New Yorkers who think of themselves as political and engaged with politics with a capital P," Mr. Mamdani said in an interview.

But Mr. Epstein, the communications director, said these tastemakers and cloutmeisters were not cultivated as part of a grand strategy on the part of his campaign. Instead, he said, the candidate's ascension among the city's young and niche-famous hobnobbers largely reflects a willingness to say yes to any opportunity to get his message in front of voters.

It started with a town hall at a church in Brooklyn Heights in December, when Mr. Mamdani was still polling in the single digits. Mr. Epstein asked the crowd for ideas: Which influencers should they be engaging with? Sitting in the audience was Cassie Willson, a 29-year-old comedian and content creator.

"I had this moment of, that's me, I'm literally an influencer," said Ms. Willson, who approached Mr. Epstein after the event.

Ella Emhoff, left, the stepdaughter of former Vice President Kamala Harris and a downtown fixture, attended one of Mr. Mamdani's recent campaign events, as did Chi Osse, a city councilman who has endorsed Mr. Mamdani. Jonah Rosenberg for The New York Times


The pair agreed to collaborate on a lighthearted video, which Ms. Willson published to her social channels. It's since racked up more than half a million views on TikTok and Instagram.

Next came a live interview at the Bell House with Mary Beth Barone, 33, a comedian and actress who has a running series on Instagram called "Politics for Hot People." Ms. Barone, who said she had been considering her own run for mayor because she was so fed up with Mr. Adams, learned about Mr. Mamdani from a friend over a meal at Cafe Mogador in Williamsburg.

Ms. Barone said she had never voted in a mayoral primary before, but was drawn to the simplicity of Mr. Mamdani's policy proposals and the effectiveness of his presentation.

"It was about educating myself and sharing it with my audience," she said.

And it doesn't hurt that Mr. Mamdani's screen presence -- smiley, cheerful, game and witty -- is a perfect fit for the vertical screen.

That such a straightforwardly earnest candidate would emerge as a favorite of the downtown world may seem unlikely: This set has been characterized as everything from reactionary to right-wing, and above all, governed by a certain ironic sensibility. But according to Ms. Dean, the artist, the embrace of Mr. Mamdani reflects instead a group of people who have been disillusioned with liberal politics since the unsuccessful 2016 and 2020 presidential campaigns of Senator Bernie Sanders.

"For people in a cultural world with a lot of posturing, there hasn't been an outlet for those left energies," she said.

And while some on social media have criticized Mr. Mamdani's embrace of the online "it" crowd as a limited constituency, the veteran New York Democratic strategist Hank Sheinkopf said there was really no downside -- especially for a young, ambitious politician with many campaigns ahead of him.

"Whether he wins this time or not he'll be back with this constituency," Mr. Sheinkopf said. "By doing what he's doing, he's consolidating the left. That's why the other candidates have not been able to gain traction. He's fresh, and they're tired."

As the June 24 Democratic primary rapidly approaches, Mr. Mamdani's campaign says it is continuing its large-scale canvassing and door-knocking efforts throughout the five boroughs -- not just among the tote bag set.

"I would be worried if this was the entirety of our outreach strategy," Mr. Mamdani said, "but this is just a small part of it."
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Shedding Light on Journalism's 'Gray Areas'

Philip B. Corbett, who is retiring this month after almost 35 years at The New York Times, including 14 years as the Standards editor, reflects on the newspaper's evolution.

The New York Times's current office at 620 Eighth Avenue. Our location has changed; our goals remain the same. Jeenah Moon for The New York Times



By Philip B. Corbett



May 22, 2025 at 08:00 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

When I started as an editor at The New York Times in 1990, I worked nights for the Metro section. Back then, we had a fax machine in the newsroom connected directly with the New York Police Department's headquarters in Lower Manhattan. Periodically it would churn out filmy paper strips with the bare-bones details of murders, mayhem and other emergencies that the N.Y.P.D. thought The Times should know.

If a fax arrived too late at night -- however newsworthy the information seemed -- there wasn't necessarily a need to leap into action. Once that evening's deadline passed and the next day's paper was on the presses, we had 24 hours to deal with any new stories that emerged.

Today, that slow-motion fax machine and the daylong lag between deadlines seem like details from some gaslit historical novel.

Much of our effort was still lavished on the once-a-day print paper even in 2009, when I took on a broader role as the Standards editor, advising colleagues on ethical questions and journalistic best practices. But the newsroom was quickly changing. As The Times focused more on digital publication, the pace and output of our work grew. What's more, we stretched far beyond traditional text articles and into video, podcasts, social media, multimedia presentations and more.

Each innovation raised new questions. "How should we handle a correction on a Facebook post?" Good question. "Do the rules on editing quotations remain the same for audio as in a traditional story?" Let's see. "Are the images in this video too graphic?" Let me think about that.

In the broadest sense, the answers to these questions were clear enough. Our fundamental journalistic principles don't change based on the platform or the journalistic tool. Whether it's delivered in a social post, a podcast or a traditional text article, Times journalism should be accurate and fair, and should adhere to the highest ethical standards. And every decision should be for the benefit of our readers.

But helping my colleagues apply those standards across the ever-expanding, ever-diversifying report seemed like an impossible mission. Eventually, I found myself drowning in a flood of do-you-have-time-for-a-quick-question emails.

Fortunately, The Times's publisher and our newsroom leaders agreed with me that our focus on standards and ethics shouldn't diminish as our journalistic ambitions grew. In 2019, in place of a solitary Standards editor, we started to build a Standards team -- now led by my successor, Susan Wessling -- comprising 10 deeply experienced journalists.

The Times's former office at 229 West 43rd Street, the newspaper's home for nearly a century. James Estrin/The New York Times


The role of Standards editors, more specifically, is to provide an extra layer of review for tricky or sensitive content before publication. Reporters and editors consult the team when grappling with tough decisions about sourcing, fairness, privacy, tone and other topics. We advise colleagues on potential conflicts of interest, and weigh in on whether outside activities like speeches or volunteering are appropriate. Overall, we work to safeguard the integrity, independence and quality of The Times's work.

We're guided by years of experience, and the accumulated wisdom of generations of Times journalists. One of my last projects before retiring was to revise and update the guidelines outlined in our Ethical Journalism handbook, which hadn't been revamped in 20 years. Our standards and principles haven't changed, but the revised guidelines should help colleagues apply those standards in today's journalistic landscape.

One misconception I've encountered about The Times's standards: People think there's a hard-and-fast rule for everything. Many readers, and even many colleagues, seem to imagine that the job of a Standards editor is to know all the rules and make sure they are followed.

Some readers assume that The Times's stylebook dictates in advance precisely what word or phrase should be used in every situation. What's The Times's official definition of "terrorist"? Which politicians are "liberal" and which are "progressive"?

Colleagues hope for similar hard-and-fast rules. How much time, exactly, do I need to give a company to respond before publishing an article? What's our policy on interviewing 16-year-olds? What's our rule for this? Where can I find the policy on that?

If only it were so clear-cut. In fact, Standards editors spend a lot of time helping colleagues navigate the gray areas, the competing goals, the close calls.

In making those calls, we start with our bedrock commitment to accuracy, fairness, independence and integrity. We consult our guidelines and review previous examples. We think about what our readers need and expect from The Times. We talk and Slack and email and compare possible approaches, and make our best judgment.

Then, it's on to the next question and the next story.
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Quote of the Day: George Wendt, 76, Who Played One of America's Favorite Barflies, Dies

May 22, 2025 at 04:59 AM

"It's a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, and I'm wearing Milk-Bone underwear."

NORM PETERSON, a burly barfly on the popular sitcom "Cheers" played by George Wendt, who died Tuesday at 76.
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travel 101


Apps You'll Want to Take on Vacation: A Digital Packing List

Your bags may be ready to go, but do you really have everything you need? Here are some apps that can make your travels smoother, safer and more fun.

 Weston Wei



By Julie Weed



May 09, 2025 at 10:01 AM

So you can whip together a weekend bag or fit a fortnight's worth of outfits into a rolling suitcase, but does your status as "packing guru" extend to your phone or tablet? Think of your device as a second carry-on, with its own packing list of apps that are essential for entertainment, getting around, safety and more.

"Everyone talks about making the super app, the one place for everything you need," said Gilbert Ott, partnerships director at Point.me, a website that helps travelers manage loyalty points, "but no one has done it yet." Until that super travel app exists, here are some suggested apps to download before you go.

Safety and security

Public Wi-Fi networks like those in cafes and hotels may not be secure, so to keep criminals from intercepting passwords, credit card numbers and emails, "it's better to encrypt your internet activity," said Mr. Ott. One method to keep data secure is to download and use virtual private networks like NordVPN or ExpressVPN, which encrypt your web doings. Both charge about $13 per month for a monthly plan, and about half that rate for a yearly plan. Another VPN provider, Mullvad, charges about $5.50 per month.

It may be tempting to store copies of important documents like passports, health insurance cards and prescriptions on your phone as photos, but it's more secure to use apps that encrypt that information, like 1Password (starting at $35.88 per year) and Microsoft OneDrive Personal Vault (included with a $99.99-per-year Microsoft 365 subscription or, for nonsubscribers, three files free storage).

Getting around

The U.S. government's free Mobile Passport Control app can help U.S. citizens and some other groups -- even travelers not in the Global Entry program -- make their way through immigration and customs more quickly by scanning their passport into the app and adding a selfie within four hours of arrival. Preloading the information speeds your interaction with the officer.

For detailed information on public transportation that can go beyond Google Maps, Moovit (free with ads or Moovit+ with additional features and no ads for $17.99 per year) and Citymapper (free with ads or $9.99 per year) can help with routes, fares and trip length around the world. In cities like New York and London, make sure you've loaded a credit or debit card in your digital wallet and set it up for transit to avoid lines by using touchless payment at turnstiles.

In some countries, hailing a cab on the street may be difficult or unsafe. So where Uber and Lyft aren't available, download local trusted ride-hailing apps that offer set fares and location tracking. In Vietnam, Thailand and other Southeast Asian countries, for example, Grab offers rides in cars, taxis and on the backs of motorcycles. In India, Ola is a popular choice.

Entertainment

For hours spent in planes, trains and hotel rooms, load your device with a mix of diversions and destination information. Taylor Beal, a travel blogger from Philadelphia, who leads high school groups on trips to Europe, recommends borrowing electronic library books using Libby and Hoopla. The apps are free but require a local library card from one of the more than 90,000 participating public libraries and schools.

For road trips in the United States, the phone app Autio ($35.99 annually, with a free trial) offers 23,000 short stories and information about the surrounding landscape and history, based on your location. Offerings include Kevin Costner on the northern Great Plains and John Lithgow on "Footloose" filming locations.

Traveling together

Keeping track of who paid for what among a group of friends can be a fun-killing chore. Jamie Larounis, a travel industry analyst for Upgraded Points, recommends Splitwise Pro ($39.99 per year, or a limited free version), which tracks and divides up expenses for taxis, meals and more. Other apps like Tricount (free) and Settle Up (free, or $19.99 per year for the premium version) offer similar services.

For tracking flights and making plans either solo or with companions, TripIt (free version or TripItPro $49 per year) and Wanderlog (free version or Wanderlog Pro for $39.99 per year) can tame even complicated itineraries.

Translating

You may already have Google Translate on your device, but that app also has some lesser-known handy features. Point your camera at a foreign menu, train station sign or receipt, for example, and Google can translate it -- even with non-Roman characters. The Conversation button in the app lets you pass your phone back and forth when you're trying to get directions, order food, ask for help and more. You can even create a custom phrase book in the app.

Local attractions

Bloomberg Connects has teamed up with more than 800 museums and other cultural spaces, like the New York Botanical Garden, around the world to offer free information on their exhibits, complementing local organizations like the Musee Carnavalet, a history museum in Paris, which often have institution-specific apps.

Of course, there's also always the good, old-fashioned way to travel -- wandering around and letting serendipity take the lead. Is there an app for that, too?
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Corrections: May 22, 2025

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, May 22, 2025.

May 22, 2025 at 05:00 AM

FRONT PAGE

A subhead with an article on Monday about a deal between New Jersey Transit and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen reaching to end a three-day strike, misstated the number of passengers who use the commuter railroad each day. About 350,000 commuters use the system's buses and trains daily, not just its trains.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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