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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Live updates: Trump urges Senate passage of his tax and immigration bill 'as soon as possible'
        Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Marianna Sotomayor

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Supreme Court deadlocks, blocking creation of first religious public school
        Justin Jouvenal, Laura Meckler, Ann Marimow

        With only eight justices voting, the 4-4 tie leaves in place an Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling that a public religious charter school would violate the separation of church and state.

      

      
        Diddy trial live updates: Kid Cudi compares Sean Combs to 'Marvel villain' in Porsche bombing testimony
        Anne Branigin, Shayna Jacobs, Samantha Chery, Janay Kingsberry, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos

        Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continues on Day 9, with Kid Cudi and ex-employee George Kaplan testifying.

      

      
        Venezuelan migrants lost legal status. Here's what that means for the economy.
        Lauren Kaori Gurley, Anumita Kaur

        Monday's decision allowing the Trump administration to revoke temporary protections for up to 350,000 Venezuelans could affect key sectors in some parts of the U.S.

      

      
        Supreme Court upholds fraud conviction of government contractor
        Ann Marimow

        The case in Philadelphia involved Alpha Painting & Construction and a project manager, Stamatios Kousisis, who was convicted of fraud in 2018.

      

      
        White House says food, toxins among reasons for poor U.S. health
        Lauren Weber, Fenit Nirappil, Caitlin Gilbert, Amudalat Ajasa

        Parts of the "MAHA report" contradict scientific consensus.

      

      
        What's in Trump and Republicans' giant tax and immigration bill?
        Jacob Bogage

        How what Trump has called his "big, beautiful bill" could change the federal government and the U.S. economy.

      

      
        The House passed Trump's major budget bill. What happens next?
        Theodoric Meyer, Maegan Vazquez

        The House narrowly approved Donald Trump's massive tax and immigration legislation. Now, it heads to the Senate for the next stage of the lawmaking process.

      

      
        House approves Trump's massive tax and immigration package
        Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor, Matthew Choi, Paul Kane

        The legislation would extend tax cuts and add billions in new spending -- and trillions in new debt.

      

      
        Trump's flip-flop on how easy it would be to end the Russia-Ukraine war
        Glenn Kessler

        The president has gone from a "24-hour" deal to "back away" in just a few months.

      

      
        Ed Martin's failed bid for U.S. attorney revealed the limits of Trump's power
        Martine Powers, Spencer Hsu

        The unsuccessful nomination revealed a shifting relationship between the president and GOP senators -- and Trump's willingness to walk away from a protracted fight.

      

      
        Trump says failure to pass tax and immigration bill would be 'ultimate betrayal'
        Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacob Bogage

        Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the Republican-led Congress.

      

      
        Pentagon says it has accepted Qatari luxury jet for Air Force One use
        Abigail Hauslohner, Alex Horton

        Democrats and other critics have denounced the arrangement as a "bribe," warning that Trump's pursuit of the $400 million jet is a violation of the Constitution.

      

      
        Diddy trial recap: Ex-assistant, psychologist and special agent testified in Sean Combs's case
        Anne Branigin, Shayna Jacobs, Samantha Chery, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos

        Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continued on Day 8, with Special Agent Gerard Gannon, psychologist Dawn Hughes and ex-employee George Kaplan testifying.
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Live updates: Trump urges Senate passage of his tax and immigration bill 'as soon as possible'
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Marianna Sotomayor, Paige Winfield Cunningham, Maxine Joselow, Theodoric Meyer, Derek Hawkins, Lauren Weber, Fenit Nirappil, Caitlin Gilbert, Amudalat Ajasa, Jeremy Roebuck, Liz Goodwin, Steve Hendrix, Julie Weil, Nick Mourtoupalas, Kati Perry, Hannah Dormido, Szu Yu  Chen, Adrian Blanco Ramos, Glenn Kessler, Jacob Bogage, Matthew Choi, Dan Merica, Paul Kane, Martine Powers, Spencer Hsu, Gaya Gupta | 2025-05-22
President Donald Trump urged the Senate to act on his massive tax and immigration package "as soon as possible" following narrow passage in the House early Thursday. Changes are expected in the Senate. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) delivered a speech deriding the bill, saying it would help the wealthy at the expense of the disadvantaged. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) called action on the legislation a "historic moment." Later Thursday, Trump is set to hold an event at the White House to tout a long-awaited report on childhood disease from his Make American Healthy Again Commission.
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Supreme Court deadlocks, blocking creation of first religious public school
With only eight justices voting, the 4-4 tie leaves in place an Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling that a public religious charter school would violate the separation of church and state.
By Justin Jouvenal, Laura Meckler, Ann Marimow | 2025-05-22

Demonstrators with signs gather outside the U.S. Supreme Court on April 30, when oral argument was heard in a case over a religious charter school. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


The Supreme Court deadlocked Thursday over the constitutionality of what would have been nation's first public religious charter school, blocking the creation of a Catholic institution that would have reshaped American education and blurred the line between church and state.
With only eight justices voting, the Supreme Court's 4-4 tie leaves in place an Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling that St. Isidore of Seville Catholic Virtual School would violate state law and the U.S. Constitution.
A ruling for St. Isidore would have allowed, for the first time, direct and complete taxpayer funding to establish a faith-based charter school, legalizing government sponsorship of a curriculum that calls for students to adhere to Catholic beliefs and the church's religious mission.
Instead, the current landscape of government funding for religious schools remains intact. Under previous court rulings, taxpayer money may be used for vouchers to pay tuition at religious schools. But public schools -- including charter schools -- may not include religious teachings, because they are established and completely funded by the government.
The deadlock did not amount to a legal decision on the issue. Still, Yale Law School Professor Justin Driver, an expert on education law, noted that the outcome was a departure from recent court rulings under Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. that have given religion a larger role in public life.
"The Roberts court has been extremely solicitous of free exercise claims over the years, and this one did not prevail," Driver said, referring to the Constitution's protection of the right to practice religion. "I view this as a really significant decision, and I'm sure there are many people in the education world who ... view it as a bullet dodged."
Justice Amy Coney Barrett's decision not to participate in the Oklahoma case created the conditions for a deadlocked court. Barrett did not explain her recusal, but it probably stemmed from her close ties to Notre Dame Law School and its religious liberties legal clinic, which played a prominent role in representing St. Isidore.
While it is impossible to know how Barrett would have voted, Driver said he thinks a religious charter school could prevail in a case with a different plaintiff and all nine justices participating: "One could imagine this case returning, and assuming no changes on the court, it being decided by a 5-4 decision."
Advocates of increased public funding for religious education have spent years laying the groundwork for such legal challenges. Notre Dame Law Professor Nicole Garnett, who helped spearhead the push to create St. Isidore, said Thursday's outcome was not what she was expecting.
"I'm obviously very disappointed, and after argument, surprised," Garnett said in an email. "But there is no precedential value to this order so the issue remains a live one."
The deadlock came as a relief to opponents who say religious public charters blatantly violate the separation of church and state and could threaten the rights of religious minorities, nonbelievers and gay people.
"This court has demonstrated a hostility to the separation between church and state in recent years, but a case like this was a bridge too far even for this court," said Daniel Mach, director of the ACLU's Program on Freedom of Religion and Belief. "The Supreme Court's ruling affirms that a religious school can't be a public school and a public school can't be religious."
The ACLU had filed a lawsuit in Oklahoma seeking to block the creation of St. Isidore, but it was a different lawsuit filed by the Oklahoma attorney general that ended up before the high court.
The outcome was also welcome news for many charter school advocates, who fear that allowing religious charters would upend the legislative and political support for their model in some states. Starlee Coleman, president of the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, said the opinion "sends an important message: public charter schools are just that, public."
Gregory Garre, the lawyer for Oklahoma Attorney General Gentner Drummond (R), praised the justices for "leaving intact the charter school laws in Oklahoma and across the country."
The court's unsigned, one-sentence order did not include a vote count, saying only that the judgment of the Oklahoma court is "affirmed by an equally divided Court."
At oral argument in April, all three liberal justices expressed deep skepticism about a religious charter school.
Roberts, a conservative who is almost always in the majority in the court's most significant cases, has consistently sided with religious parties to expand the role of faith in public life. In this case, he asked probing questions of both sides, referring to past high court decisions that allowed publicly funded vouchers and playground improvements for parochial schools.
Of St. Isidore, the chief justice said: "I mean, this does strike me as a much more comprehensive involvement."
Neal McCluskey, director of the Cato Institute's Center for Educational Freedom, said based on those comments, Roberts was probably  the swing vote. "While we do not know which justices voted for or against the Catholic charter school, Chief Justice Roberts indicated early on in oral arguments that he saw religious charter schooling as more complex than school choice programs that allow families to use public funds at private schools," he said.
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and the Diocese of Tulsa sought to establish St. Isidore's as an online-only school that initially would have educate several hundred students in kindergarten through 12th grade. The school would have served students with special needs and those in rural Oklahoma who do not have access to brick-and-mortar religious schools.
James A. Campbell, an attorney for the charter board that approved the school's application, told the justices during oral argument that not allowing public funding of St. Isidore amounts to religious discrimination. He said the state funds language immersion schools, schools centered on Native American culture, but "there's one type of education that's off limits, and that's religion."
"That can't be consistent with this court's precedent," Campbell said.
A decision in favor of the school would have had unpredictable but sweeping consequences.
On one hand, many expected a green light for religious charter schools to quickly transform the educational landscape in many states, with religious schools converting to charter school status to take advantage of public funding. Some existing charter schools could have incorporated religion into their programs.
At the same time, experts in the field worried that a decision allowing religious charter schools could have negatively affected the funding systems and political support that enables all charter schools. For instance, states currently provide funding through the per-pupil formula available only to public schools. If the Supreme Court declared that charter schools were actually not public schools, that might have jeopardized their funding, advocates said.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Diddy trial live updates: Kid Cudi compares Sean Combs to 'Marvel villain' in Porsche bombing testimony
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continues on Day 9, with Kid Cudi and ex-employee George Kaplan testifying. 
By Anne Branigin, Shayna Jacobs, Samantha Chery, Janay Kingsberry, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos, Washington Post staff | 2025-05-22
On Day 9 of Sean "Diddy" Combs's sex-trafficking and racketeering trial, rapper Scott "Kid Cudi" Mescudi testified that his home was broken into and that someone blew up his Porsche  after Combs learned that Mescudi was dating his girlfriend, singer Casandra "Cassie" Ventura.
Last week, Ventura, 38, spent four days testifying about the brutal violence she said she experienced at the hands of Combs, who allegedly coerced her into organizing and participating in "freak-offs" -- sex parties with male prostitutes at various hotels. Mescudi is one of several government witnesses scheduled to take the stand Thursday, including Combs's former assistant George Kaplan, who said he quit after witnessing his boss attack Ventura and another woman. The jury will also probably hear from makeup artist Mylah Morales, another witness to Combs's alleged abuse.
Combs, once one of the most powerful record producers in the world, has pleaded not guilty to charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution. His defense team has argued that the freak-offs were consensual, and that Combs and Ventura's relationship was marred by mutual jealousy, violence and drug abuse. The trial is expected to last eight weeks.
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Venezuelan migrants lost legal status. Here's what that means for the economy.
Monday's decision allowing the Trump administration to revoke temporary protections for up to 350,000 Venezuelans could affect key sectors in some parts of the U.S.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Anumita Kaur | 2025-05-22

An employee works inside a Sabor Venezolano franchise in Doral, Florida, one of 18 businesses owned by Wilmer Escaray that employ scores of Venezuelan immigrants with temporary protected status. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


A Supreme Court decision allowing the Trump administration to cancel temporary protections for up to 350,000 Venezuelans could destabilize industries and regions around the United States, with broader spillover effects in certain areas.
Monday's order from the high court marked a reversal of a Biden administration decision that allowed Venezuelan migrants to live and work in the U.S. for humanitarian reasons.
The Department of Homeland Security moved to cancel the protections in February, saying they were not in the national interest and arguing that migrants presented a public security risk and a drain on resources. The Supreme Court agreed with the Trump administration, although ongoing litigation is playing out in the lower courts.
Economists say the administration's efforts to expel hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans from the country could spur labor shortages, job losses, business closures and higher housing costs in some parts of the U.S., citing academic research on the effects of mass deportation.
Here are some basics to know about Venezuelan workers with temporary protected status and the potential economic fallout of the Supreme Court decision.
About 350,000 Venezuelans who arrived during the Biden administration received protections in 2023 that allowed them to live and work in the U.S. They were granted temporary protected status through a program created in 1990 for migrants from countries experiencing war, environmental disasters or other catastrophes.
President Joe Biden allowed Venezuelans to qualify for temporary protected status, because administration officials decided the political unrest and dire economic conditions under Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro made it too risky to return migrants. Since then, hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans have found jobs and established lives in the U.S., helping to boost the U.S. economy.
A separate group of about 250,000 Venezuelans received their temporary status from the Biden administration in 2021. Their protections expire in September.
Nearly 60 percent of Venezuelan temporary protection status holders who lost their status this week live in Florida and Texas, according to an analysis of American Community Survey data by George Mason University economics professor Michael Clemens. Smaller groups have settled in Georgia, Utah, Michigan, New York, Illinois and Tennessee.
Data suggests that Venezuelans with protected status work in lower-wage industries that have faced labor shortages since the coronavirus pandemic. Clemens's analysis found that about 21 percent of Venezuelans who lost their status on Monday work in the leisure and hospitality sector. Another 16 percent work in construction.
Among the roughly 350,000 Venezuelans, the most common occupations are cook, construction laborer, housekeeper, carpenter and industrial truck and tractor operator.
Venezuelans with protected status have "been concentrating in urban areas doing urban things," including retail and transportation, as opposed to agriculture and food production, where immigrants with rural origins tend to cluster, Clemens said.
It's not clear. Monday's Supreme Court order has spurred widespread confusion because it doesn't explicitly state whether the 350,000 Venezuelans with temporary protected status have already lost their legal status and work permits. The high court specified that some Venezuelans who lose their status and work authorization may be able to sue if the administration moves to deport them.
To date, U.S. immigrant authorities have not provided an interpretation of how the Supreme Court decision immediately affects Venezuelans' legal status or work authorization. The federal register of the DHS agency that administers the program indicates that the protections have ended.
"The immediate impact of the decision is unclear because the court answers almost nothing in its order," said Ahilan Arulanantham, an attorney who argued the case at the district court level.
Still, the ruling has ignited widespread dread in Venezuelan communities and alarm among businesses that employ them. Adelys Ferro, director of the Venezuelan-American Caucus, an advocacy group, said she has already been hearing from workers who were fired because of the Supreme Court decision.
"If there was some sense of desperation before, you can multiply that ad infinitum," Ferro said, adding that people "don't know what to do."
"We desperately need guidance," said Amy Peck, an immigration compliance attorney for employers at the firm Jackson Lewis. "There are employers who are extremely concerned that this case will have an immediate effect."
It's not clear whether all Venezuelans who lose their status in the U.S. would necessarily leave or be forcibly deported -- especially if they have other protections, including through marriage or a pending asylum application.
Yet, economists warn that the fallout from the removal of Venezuelans who have lost their status could be swift and particularly harmful for local economies. And deportations could have ripple effects on U.S.-born workers, business owners and housing stock.
"It's going to have a big impact," said Chloe East, an economist at the University of Colorado at Denver who co-authored a 2022 study on the impact of Obama-era deportations. "I anticipate we'll see employers [in sectors that employ Venezuelans with temporary protected status] have a much harder time finding workers, if they can find workers at all."
Research on the impact of past deportation efforts shows that immigration enforcement actions worsen labor shortages and lead to fewer jobs for U.S.-born workers in the regions where they happen. There is scant research on the deportation of temporary protected status holders, specifically.
"You can see at a construction site all immigrants doing the framing and concrete pouring, and you can see the electrician and project managers who are U.S. born. Those jobs rely on each other," said Clemens, the George Mason University economist, citing research on the construction industry. "If the framer is gone, the native-born electrician will not have a job either."
The broader economy suffers as economic activity declines, East's research shows. "Immigrants get haircuts, they go to restaurants and buy groceries, and that creates jobs for everyone," East said.
President Donald Trump and his advisers have touted mass deportations as a way to create higher-wage jobs for native-born Americans and relieve the housing affordability crisis.
On the campaign trail, Trump and Vice President JD Vance blamed housing inflation on the surge in immigrant arrivals under Biden and pointed to mass deportations as a solution for reducing competition for housing and jobs.
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said the temporary protection status program was "contrary to the national interest," citing gang activity and increased burden to cities such as New York for sheltering migrants.
Trump is also seeking to roll back other Biden-era protections that have allowed millions of immigrants to remain in the U.S. while their immigration cases play out, including temporary protected status for some 520,000 people from Haiti that is set to expire in August and for some 10,000 from Afghanistan and Cameroon, who could lose their status in coming weeks.
Justin Jouvenal, Sabrina Rodriguez and Arelis R. Hernandez contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court upholds fraud conviction of government contractor
The case in Philadelphia involved Alpha Painting & Construction and a project manager, Stamatios Kousisis, who was convicted of fraud in 2018.
By Ann Marimow | 2025-05-22

Members of the Supreme Court. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court on Thursday upheld the conviction of a government contractor found guilty of defrauding a state transportation program designed to promote diversity. The unanimous decision reversed a trend in which the justices have pushed back on how prosecutors pursue white-collar fraud.
The case involved Alpha Painting & Construction and a project manager, Stamatios Kousisis, who was convicted in 2018 and sentenced to 70 months in prison for obtaining a multimillion-dollar contract under false pretenses.
The company won a contract with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to make repairs to a Schuylkill River bridge in Philadelphia and to the 30th Street Train Station. The contract was contingent on the company teaming up with a disadvantaged business for a small percentage of the work.
But according to court filings and the defendant's admissions, the minority contractor did not do any work on the projects or supply materials. Instead, the minority firm acted as a pass-through. The company submitted fake documentation to the government as part of the scheme, the filings state.
At issue for the justices was whether the company's deceit rose to the level of wire fraud and just how broadly prosecutors can use that criminal statute to obtain a fraud conviction -- or as Justice Neil M. Gorsuch put it in a concurring opinion: "What's the difference between a lie and a criminal fraud?"
The Supreme Court's decision Thursday rejected the contractors' claim that there must be a financial loss to the victim to amount to a fraud charge. The prosecution's theory, the court said, was consistent with the text of the federal statute and the court's past rulings.
"The wire fraud statute is agnostic about economic loss. The statute does not so much as mention loss, let alone require it," Justice Amy Coney Barrett wrote in judgment joined by all of her colleagues.
Instead, she added, a defendant can be held accountable for violating the law by making a deceitful statement to trick a victim into a contract agreement that requires handing over money or property -- regardless of whether the fraudster provides something of value in return.
"When a defendant tricks a victim out of their money by promising one thing and delivering something materially different, it is no defense to say that the delivered items are of equal economic value," Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote in a separate concurring opinion.
A Yankees fan deceived into buying Mets tickets, she said, is no less defrauded simply because the Mets tickets happen to be worth the same amount as the promised Yankees ones.
Justices Clarence Thomas and Gorsuch also agreed with the court's judgment, but each wrote separately to explain their reasoning and warned of unintended consequences from the decision.
In recent years, the Supreme Court has repeatedly ruled that federal prosecutions too broadly applied criminal statutes to combat public corruption and other white-collar crimes.
In 2023, the court unanimously overturned the fraud conviction of business executive Louis Ciminelli and others who relied on inside information to win a $750 million development contract as part of the Buffalo Billion revitalization project championed by then-New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo (D).
In 2020, a unanimous court overturned the convictions of two allies of former New Jersey governor Chris Christie (R) who plotted to cause traffic snarls in a town leading to the George Washington Bridge to punish one of the governor's rivals.
In the Pennsylvania case decided Thursday, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit upheld Kousisis's fraud conviction, saying the company had "set out to obtain millions of dollars that they would not have received but for their fraudulent misrepresentations."
Kousisis appealed to the Supreme Court, telling the justices that the scheme never threatened economic harm to the Pennsylvania Transportation Department because the agency got the repairs it paid for. Alpha Painting delivered on the work, and the quality of the workmanship and materials was not in question, his legal team said.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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White House says food, toxins among reasons for poor U.S. health
Parts of the "MAHA report" contradict scientific consensus.
By Lauren Weber, Fenit Nirappil, Caitlin Gilbert, Amudalat Ajasa | 2025-05-22

Robert F. Kennedy Jr., secretary of Health and Human Services, attends the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions in D.C. on May 14. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


The White House blamed exposure to environmental toxins, poor nutrition and increased screen time for a decline in Americans' life expectancy Thursday, in a major administration report that also casts doubt on the current vaccine schedule and medications deemed safe by most in mainstream medicine.
The "MAHA Report: Making Our Children Healthy Again," written by Cabinet officials and administration scientific leaders in response to an executive order from President Donald Trump, declared that "today's children are the sickest generation in American history in terms of chronic disease."
"These preventable trends continue to worsen each year, posing a threat to our nation's health, economy, and military readiness," it added.
Casting the document as a "diagnosis" of the causes of Americans' poor health, Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said the "prescription" for the report's findings would come in August, when new policies would be unveiled by the administration.
The report highlighted crises including childhood obesity and declining mental health, but did not address structural issues such as physician shortages or high health care costs.
It also revealed tensions between Kennedy's efforts to limit environmental exposures and the food industry's reliance on chemical pesticides, in an administration known to be friendly to business interests.
Some of the report's suggestions also stretched the limits of science, medical experts said.
"Do all of us agree on everything? Of course not," said Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins during a briefing for the media where the report was unveiled. "But the place that we have landed, which I think all of us agree, is that this is not a binary choice between an industry, agriculture and health."
Several sections of the report offer misleading representations of findings in scientific papers. In a section on childhood exposures to potential hazardous substances, for example, it claims that "virtually every breastmilk sample ... tested in America contains some level of persistent organic pollutants."
A citation next to the claim notes that detecting Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) in breastmilk does "not indicate that adverse health effects will occur and should not be interpreted as a reason to not breastfeed."
Many of the points in the environmental exposures, overmedicalization and corporate capture sections similarly overstate or misstate scientific findings. Kennedy has been accused of discussing scientific studies about vaccines this way.
Here are four issues addressed in the report:
Kennedy said the report prioritizes a reimagining of nutrition by addressing the explosion of ultra-processed food in America's diets, emphasizing the importance of whole foods.
The report lays out how the vast majority of American diets rely on fast, easy food. It condemned their role in driving up health care costs.
Nutrition experts have long hoped for more emphasis on whole foods and decried the overreliance of the American diet on ultra-processed food, which led Marion Nestle, a retired professor of nutrition, food studies and public health at New York University, to applaud the report's suggestions on nutrition.
"It paints a devastating portrait of what American society has done to children," she said.
Throughout the presidential campaign, Kennedy took a critical stance on pesticides, blaming them for America's chronic disease epidemic and even hinting that they were responsible for gender confusion.
For weeks, people associated with the MAHA movement vowed that the report would take a rigid stance on the health harms of popular pesticides, particularly in children. But after weeks of pushback from farmers, chemical manufacturers and other agencies, the report only raised questions about the health effects of glyphosate and atrazine on human health. It fell short of the attack that was widely anticipated.
The report raises doubts about the dozens of shots recommended in the childhood immunization schedule, contending there is "limited scientific inquiry into vaccine injury and potential links to chronic disease."
The language echoes the positions of anti-vaccine activists, including Kennedy, who have fixated on the cumulative effects of the immunization schedule to cast doubt on vaccination.
There are ongoing vaccine safety surveillance systems and studies that assess the cumulative safety of the schedule, said Jason Schwartz, a Yale University associate professor of public health who specializes in vaccine policy. Schwartz said there's little biological basis to argue the series of shots could be harming children by overwhelming their immune systems.
"We are seeing a very familiar playbook, but we are now seeing it from the highest levels of our government's health agencies rather than the margins of the anti-vaccine conversation," Schwartz said.
The report argued psychiatric and weight loss drugs pose long-term risks for children.
It posited the established risk of increased suicidal thinking in young people who take antidepressants could be even greater because it's difficult to untangle the impacts of medication and the underlying mental health disorders.
Professional psychiatry associations say antidepressants should not be deployed as a front line treatment for children, but they do offer a valuable alternative when talk therapy doesn't work.
Max Wiznitzer, a professor of pediatrics and neurology at Case Western University and specialist in ADHD, said the research cited in the report to cast doubt on the long-term effectiveness of stimulants is flawed. The study noted its findings could be the result of changes in medication practices, rather than evidence that long-term use of medications doesn't work.
The report said limited long-term data about the use of weight loss drugs in children raises "the specter of unforeseen problems that interrupt, damage, or impair metabolism and growth development."
Specialists in childhood obesity previously told The Washington Post that existing evidence justifies the use of this medication when studies have demonstrated their safety and efficacy. The long-term unknowns must be weighed against the risks of not providing treatment in their crucial developing years, they have said.
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What's in Trump and Republicans' giant tax and immigration bill?
How what Trump has called his "big, beautiful bill" could change the federal government and the U.S. economy.
By Jacob Bogage | 2025-05-22
New tax cuts. Massive spending on border security. Cuts to social safety net programs. Pullbacks on investments to fight climate change. New limits on student loans. If it becomes law, President Donald Trump and congressional Republicans' massive bill will reshape much of the federal government -- and the U.S. economy.
The House narrowly passed the legislation Thursday and sent it to the Senate, where Trump wants lawmakers to advance it "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE," as he put it in a social media post. Republicans are trying to move quickly to reverse many of President Joe Biden's legislative accomplishments and cement Trump's legacy in the tax code, on the southern border and in generations-old anti-poverty benefits.
The House's bill would devote hundreds of billions of dollars to finishing Trump's border wall, fortifying maritime border crossings, outfitting the Defense Department and more. It would extend the tax cuts that were one of the signature legislative achievements of Trump's first term, create new savings accounts for newborns and fulfill some -- but not all -- of the president's campaign promises.
The Republican negotiations over the bill are far from over as it heads to the Senate, where tax writers are eyeing their own policy changes. GOP leaders are using the budget reconciliation process to shepherd the measure, which would allow them to dodge a Democratic filibuster in the Senate and pass it on party lines. Trump on Monday broadly embraced the legislation, which he has taken to calling his "big, beautiful bill."
Here's what's in the proposal.
Trump's 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act cut taxes for individuals of nearly all income levels, concentrating most of the benefits among the wealthiest earners and corporations. The business tax cuts are permanent, but the individual portions expire at the end of the year, meaning that if Congress doesn't act, tax rates will go up on most households. The Republican bill would extend the lower rates for individuals.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act doubled the standard deduction, the baseline amount of income filers can collect tax-free. This legislation would preserve that policy and add to it for the next four years, increasing the deduction by up to $2,000 for married couples filing jointly and $1,000 for single filers, to $32,000 for couples and $16,000 for individuals.
To meet budget goals, Republican plans to cut Medicaid spending could strip coverage from 8.7 million people and lead to 7.6 million more uninsured people over 10 years. The legislation calls for new requirements for beneficiaries, including co-pays for those above 100 percent of the federal poverty level and work requirements for many able-bodied, childless adults. It would tighten eligibility verification rules and limit taxes states charge medical providers as a roundabout way of collecting more federal Medicaid dollars. An amended version of the legislation would also penalize states that provide health coverage to immigrants.
The bill quadruples the cap on the state and local tax deduction, or SALT, which lets filers write off the amount they paid in local taxes from their federal tax bill. The 2017 tax law capped the SALT deduction at $10,000, but that limit expires at the end of the year. The Republican proposal raises that cap to $40,000.

Some items paid for recently with SNAP benefits in Woonsocket, Rhode Island. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


The legislation would cap future expansion of SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program formerly known as food stamps, and pass on more of the cost for administering the program to state governments, potentially forcing local officials to decide whether to cut benefits or dig into their state and municipal budgets. Twenty-eight states with higher rates of improper payments would be required to shoulder 25 percent of benefits costs in addition to 75 percent of administrative costs. Currently, states only pay half of the program's overhead and do not contribute to benefits.
The child tax credit is a tax break for filers with children. The Republican measure would increase the credit to $2,500 per child, from $2,000. But not every family can qualify: The legislation limits eligibility to parents or guardians with Social Security numbers, essentially requiring those people to be citizens. That would mostly exclude noncitizen parents from claiming the credit on behalf of a child who is a citizen.

Birds fly over the Rio Grande in front of the U.S. border wall at sunrise as seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on Jan. 19, the day before President Donald Trump's second inauguration. (Anna Watts/For The Washington Post)


The bill designates more than $140 billion for the Trump administration's border and immigration crackdown. More than $50 billion of that total would go toward completing the wall along the U.S.-Mexico border and other fortifications, including at maritime crossings. Roughly $45 billion would go to building and maintaining detention centers to house families of deportees, and $14 billion is marked for deportee transportation.
The legislation aggressively taxes income generated by the endowments of colleges and universities. Current law imposes a 1.4 percent tax on those institutions. This bill creates a new system that would set varying tax rates depending on the size of the endowment per enrolled student.
The proposal would give newborn babies a $1,000 savings account that the legislation calls a "Trump account." (A previous version dubbed them "money account for growth and advancement," or a MAGA account.) Parents or beneficiaries could contribute $5,000 each year to that account until the beneficiary is 31 years old. The idea mirrors a pitch from Democratic Sen. Cory Booker (New Jersey) for "baby bonds."
Trump campaigned heavily on ending taxes on tips, and now that policy is in the bill. The legislation would allow a tax deduction for the total amount of tipped income received. It contains some guardrails to prevent "highly compensated employees" from claiming their earnings as tips and specifically identifies food service, hair care, nail care, aesthetics, and body and spa treatments as applicable professions to receive eligibility for the deduction.
Another of Trump's campaign promises, this provision would exempt overtime wages from taxes through a new deduction. The legislation wouldn't allow deduction of overtime wages from tips or for "highly compensated employees," and requires filers to use a Social Security number when claiming the deduction, essentially deeming noncitizens ineligible.
The bill would allow purchasers of American-made cars to deduct up to $10,000 in car loan interest payments for four years -- an idea Trump talked about on the campaign trail and then returned to as his tariffs began to bite the auto industry. For tax filers earning more than $100,000 (or $200,000 for married couples filing jointly), the loan interest deduction would decrease by $200 for every $1,000 of additional income.
Trump promised last year to end taxes on Social Security benefits. The bill doesn't include that provision, but it would add an extra $4,000 to the standard deduction for people over 65 years old. The policy would be in place for four years and would taper off as a recipient's income increased.

U.S. Army soldiers prepare to move Stryker armored infantry transport vehicles from a rail head to a parking area, where they will be prepared to deploy along the U.S.-Mexico border as part of the military's Joint Task Force Southern Border mission, at Fort Bliss in El Paso, on April 5. (Paul Ratje/For The Washington Post)


There is roughly $150 billion in the bill for the Defense Department, spread over a number of priorities: $34 billion for the munition and defense supply chain; $33.6 billion for shipbuilding; and $20 billion for missile defense and space capabilities -- that's partially for Trump's "Golden Dome" continental missile defense system. This spending could increase when the measure gets to the Senate: The upper chamber aims to spend more on defense than the House.
The legislation would save $295 billion over 10 years by repealing the Biden administration's student loan forgiveness program and making other changes to loan repayments.
The bill includes up to $5 billion per year, for four years, in tax credits that benefit people who donate to organizations that help families pay for private-school tuition or home-schooling. It would create a 100 percent tax credit for donations to scholarship-granting organizations, with taxpayers fully reimbursed for their donations when they file their taxes. The program would be capped at $5 billion in the first of four years and grow modestly each subsequent year if there is sufficient demand. Under the proposal, families earning up to three times their area median income would qualify for vouchers. That's more than $450,000 per year in Washington, D.C., or more than $270,000 in Morgantown, West Virginia.
The proposal would gut elements of Biden's signature 2022 climate law, the Inflation Reduction Act. It would eliminate a federal tax credit of up to $7,500 that consumers can receive for buying an electric vehicle. Republicans are also seeking to phase out incentives for the production of clean energy, such as wind and solar power.
The Natural Resources Committee expects to collect roughly $20 billion by mandating new oil and gas lease sales in the Gulf of Mexico and in protected Alaskan wildlands. There is some dispute about whether that language can stay in the bill, though, because it may run afoul of the strict rules that govern the reconciliation process in the Senate.
The electromagnetic spectrum is necessary for everything from wireless technologies to military communications and radars. The legislation would renew the Federal Communications Commission's authority to auction off bands of spectrum that the Congressional Budget Office says could bring in $88 billion over 10 years.
The Oversight and Government Reform Committee's provisions in the bill would slash benefits and protections for government workers. One major section would force new federal employees to choose between accepting an at-will classification that would make it easier to be fired or putting more of their salary toward retirement.
The debt ceiling sets the amount of money the federal government can borrow to pay for expenses already incurred. The government technically eclipsed the limit at the end of 2024, but the Treasury Department is taking "extraordinary measures" to put off the need to take on more debt. But those measures will expire sometime in August, the Treasury Department said Friday. The House bill would raise the debt limit by $4 trillion.
Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro, Laura Meckler, Paige Winfield Cunningham, Meryl Kornfield and Maxine Joselow contributed to this report.
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The House passed Trump's major budget bill. What happens next?
The House narrowly approved Donald Trump's massive tax and immigration legislation. Now, it heads to the Senate for the next stage of the lawmaking process.
By Theodoric Meyer, Maegan Vazquez | 2025-05-22

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks at a news conference on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


The House on Thursday morning narrowly approved President Donald Trump's massive tax-and-immigration legislation despite intense internal divisions among Republican lawmakers.
Now, the bill heads to the Senate, which is expected to rework it extensively over the next few weeks.
Here's what to expect:
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) and Senate Finance Committee Chairman Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) have been working for months with the House Republicans who drafted the bill -- but they still expect to make changes.
"When it comes over here, I think [House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana)] would like to see as little change to the product as possible, because they've cobbled together a delicate balance over there," Thune told reporters Wednesday.
Still, "the Senate will have its imprint on it," Thune added.
Republicans have set a July 4 deadline for both chambers to pass the bill and work out any differences and get it to Trump's desk -- but the true deadline might be the tough-to-determine date when the federal government hits the borrowing limit. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent has urged Congress to raise the debt limit -- which Republicans included in the bill -- by mid-July.
If negotiations drag on deeper into the summer, Republicans might be forced to switch strategies and raise the debt limit in a separate bill.
Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine), Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) have voiced concerns about the House bill's approach to Medicaid, and Hawley has vowed to oppose any bill that cuts the program.
Thune has called for making permanent some tax provisions that are set to expire after a few years in the House version. "We believe that permanence is the way to create economic certainty, and thereby attract and incentivize capital investment in this country that creates those good-paying jobs and gets our economy growing and expanding and generates more government revenue," he told reporters.
A handful of House Republicans from New York, New Jersey and California -- which have high state taxes -- demanded the House bill hike how much taxpayers can deduct in state and local taxes on their federal returns. Johnson was forced to raise the limit on the deduction to win their votes.
But Senate Republicans don't care about raising the deduction, and they could weaken or strip out the provision to reduce the bill's cost.
Senate Republicans are working to pass the bill using a process known as budget reconciliation, which sets a 20-hour limit on debate. This allows Republicans to dodge a filibuster -- which requires 60 votes to cut off -- and pass the bill without Democratic votes. Thune will need only a simple majority, allowing every Democrat and up to three Republicans to vote against it. (Vice President JD Vance would break the tie if the vote is 50-50.)
If the bill clears the Senate, it will be sent back to the House. Then House Republicans will have a choice: pass the bill and send it to Trump's desk, or try to hash out their differences with the Senate.
There are limitations to the reconciliation process.
The Byrd Rule limits what can be included in the bill. Under the rule, any senator can challenge a policy provision's pertinence to the budget. It's up to the Senate parliamentarian to advise the presiding officer in the Senate on what provisions are extraneous to the budget bill. The presiding officer typically rules in line with the parliamentarian's advice. The full Senate then votes on whether to uphold the presiding officer's ruling.
Paul Kane, Jacob Bogage and Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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House approves Trump's massive tax and immigration package
The legislation would extend tax cuts and add billions in new spending -- and trillions in new debt.
By Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor, Matthew Choi, Paul Kane | 2025-05-22

The Republican-controlled House of Representatives passed President Donald Trump's sprawling tax and immigration agenda by a vote of 215-214-1 on May 22.


House Republicans approved President Donald Trump's sprawling tax and immigration agenda Thursday morning, sending to the Senate legislation that the GOP hopes will transform the federal government and the economy and power the White House's drive to deport immigrants and build up the military.
Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill, as the measure is formally known, extends trillions of dollars in tax cuts from his first term along with new campaign promises -- including no taxes on tips and overtime wages -- and hundreds of billions of dollars in new spending.
But the legislation, which passed 215-214-1 after marathon talks, carries a hefty price tag. The latest projection from the Congressional Budget Office, lawmakers' nonpartisan bookkeeper, showed it will add $2.4 trillion over 10 years to the national debt, which already exceeds $36 trillion.
To offset the cost, the measure would slash spending on social safety net programs by more than $1 trillion over 10 years. Even then, the mammoth legislation could also force nearly $500 billion in cuts to Medicare over the next decade to keep the national deficit within legal limits, unless Congress later adjusts the limits. The legislation could strip Medicaid coverage from 8.7 million people and lead to 7.6 million more uninsured people over 10 years, the CBO projected.
The final vote came just before 7 a.m. Thursday, wrapping up a more than 24-hour session that started in committee at 1 a.m. Wednesday. Determined to pass the bill to keep it on a long track to win approval by July, House Republicans forced debate deep into the night, as each caucus hauled in food, coffee and other energy drinks to keep bleary-eyed lawmakers alert.

Reps. Michelle Fischbach (R-Minnesota) and Ralph Norman (R-South Carolina) attend a House Committee on Rules meeting to discuss One Big Beautiful Bill on Wednesday morning. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Members of both chambers expect the measure to undergo extensive revisions in the Senate, where similar tensions could force major policy shifts that would probably reignite ideological feuds among congressional Republicans.
The House legislation, though, was a product of Trump's creation -- and execution. Many of the proposals were ripped directly from the president's campaign rallies. No tax on tips, then candidate-Trump said, came at the suggestion of a waitress. No tax on overtime soon followed in stump speeches. Another campaign pledge, ending taxes on Social Security benefits, did not make the legislation; Republican lawmakers swapped it out for a $4,000 bonus to the standard deduction for seniors.
And when the legislation appeared doomed on numerous occasions because of Republican divisions, Trump himself stepped in as the closer. In January, he spoke to the House GOP policy retreat, hosted at his luxury golf resort in South Florida, a gathering from which lawmakers emerged with the early contours of the legislation. Twice Trump intervened with holdouts as the House debated a budgetary framework for the measure; each time, Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) convened naysayers in a private room off the House floor to broadcast the president on speakerphone.
As recently as Wednesday, the White House warned that a GOP rejection of his bill would amount to "the ultimate betrayal." Disagreements among Republicans in the lower chamber led to a marathon committee hearing in the House that lasted nearly 24 hours. That afternoon, Trump summoned hard-line budget hawks to the White House with instructions to toe the line. Hours later, the holdouts flipped.
"He's the maestro. He's the master of the deal," said Rep. Eric Burlison (R-Missouri), one of the fiscal hawks. "It was amazing to see him in action."
Republicans have insisted the U.S. economy is waiting for tax cuts to blast off on years of growth.
"With this bill, your life will be dramatically better because you're going to have more money in your pocket," House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) told a crowd of conservative activists on Tuesday. "Your small business that you're working for, or large business, is going to now invest more money into the economy to allow you to get a higher-paying job, to grow more jobs so they can hire more people."
But much of the current uncertainty in the markets, economists say, is a result of Trump's tariffs, which have disrupted supply chains and threatened a new round of consumer inflation.
The fiscal impact of the bill, too, has investors spooked. As lawmakers zeroed in on a deal Wednesday, and eschewed further spending cuts, bond yields inched higher in a sign of growing investor concern over the country's financial health.
"This bill is a debt bomb ticking," Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) said early Thursday on the House floor. "Congress can do funny math, fantasy math, if it wants, but bond investors don't."
Republicans are attempting to pass the measure through what is known as the budget reconciliation process, which would allow them to bypass a Democratic Senate filibuster. But that maneuver comes with its own complicated rules that could still threaten the bill's path to becoming law.
With internal divisions brewing Tuesday between budget hawks and blue-state Republicans, Trump visited the Capitol for a conservative pep rally, and lawmakers emerged from the gathering bullish on finalizing the legislation.

Trump and Johnson speak to reporters after a closed-door meeting with House Republicans on Tuesday on Capitol Hill. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


In the meeting, the president scolded blue-state Republicans seeking a higher cap on state and local tax deductions (SALT), and he chided GOP hard-liners not to "f--- around with Medicaid" benefits. A consensus, lawmakers said, appeared in the offing.
But lawmakers raced to put their own spin on Trump's words. To some, the president's comments about SALT meant refusing to raise the tax deduction, and to others, he meant accepting moderates' demands.
To one group, his remarks about Medicaid meant searching for only egregious abuses, while another handful thought it meant finding "waste" within the program's DNA.
The dynamic set two ideologically disparate factions of the GOP against each other. The blue-state Republicans, the conference's more moderate members, argued they'd already been forced to accept cuts to federal benefits programs, namely Medicaid and SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program formerly known as food stamps.
The archconservative House Freedom Caucus said the bill came up short of Trump and the GOP's goals to cut federal spending. Many complained that SALT rewards predominantly Democratic states that impose higher taxes.
"Right now we're stalled," Rep. Nick LaLota (R-New York), a leading SALT supporter, lamented Tuesday after Trump's Capitol visit. "You have folks fighting about SALT and Medicaid and SNAP and deficits. I think if you do a deal on SALT, you can get the ball rolling, and you'll get the SNAP folks on board, you'll get the Medicaid folks on board, and ultimately, they got to figure it out with the deficit hawks."

Johnson speaks to the media after the vote Thursday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


That's precisely what Johnson did. Late that evening, he cut a deal with the blue-state Republicans that would raise the cap on the amount of state and local taxes that filers could offset from their federal tax balances. Trump's 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act limited the deduction to $10,000. The deal struck with Johnson would raise the cap to $40,000 beginning in 2025 for taxpayers earning less than $500,000; the cap and income limit would then increase by 1 percent each year for the next 10 years.
Meanwhile, White House tax negotiators and the Freedom Caucus discussed new policies around reducing Medicaid spending, The Washington Post reported. When those proposals did not end up in the bill, though, the hard-liners rebelled against Johnson and his self-imposed Memorial Day timetable to ship the bill to the Senate.
"This is a completely arbitrary deadline set by people here to force people into a corner to make bad decisions," Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pennsylvania) said Wednesday morning. "It's more important to get this right, to get it correct, than to get it fast."
By that afternoon, at the White House, Trump had swayed enough holdouts to back the legislation by endorsing policies House leaders had mostly already backed.
"When have I ever been a 'No?'" Rep. Clay Higgins (R-Louisiana) asked after returning from the White House. Earlier Wednesday, he'd stood with Freedom Caucus colleagues to oppose a substantially similar version of the legislation that ultimately passed. "We've been focused on getting to consensus, resolution and the most conservative product. When have we ever wavered on that?"
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Trump's flip-flop on how easy it would be to end the Russia-Ukraine war
The president has gone from a "24-hour" deal to "back away" in just a few months.
By Glenn Kessler | 2025-05-22

President Donald Trump meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in the Oval Office on Feb 28. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


"Before I even arrive at the Oval Office, shortly after we all together win the presidency, we will have the horrible war between Russia and Ukraine settled. It will be settled. The war is going to be settled. I'll get them both. I know Zelensky, I know Putin. It'll be done within 24 hours, you watch."
-- Donald Trump, remarks at a campaign rally in Erie, Pennsylvania, July 29, 2023
"Russia and Ukraine will immediately start negotiations toward a Ceasefire and, more importantly, an END to the War. The conditions for that will be negotiated between the two parties, as it can only be, because they know details of a negotiation that nobody else would be aware of."
-- President Trump, in a social media post, May 19
Over and over during the presidential campaign, Trump pledged to end the three-year war between Russia and Ukraine -- which began when Russia invaded its neighbor. He made it seem easy -- "within 24 hours" -- and repeated that claim in campaign rally after campaign rally. As shown above, he sometimes suggested he could cut a deal before he even took the oath of office, citing the relations he forged with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and Russian President Vladimir Putin during his first term.
Then, in March, Trump claimed he was being "a little bit sarcastic" when he said he could end the war in only 24 hours.
This "sarcastic" phrasing is often Trump's refuge when a comment begins to backfire on him. That was his excuse when he said he wanted to be dictator for at least the first day of his presidency. And also when, during the 2016 campaign, he urged Russia to find alleged missing emails from Hillary Clinton: "Russia, if you're listening, I hope you're able to find the 30,000 emails that are missing."
Those were, indeed, one-off statements and perhaps one could believe they were sarcastic. It's hard to take seriously that a line repeated in many campaign rallies was sarcastic. It sounded more like a promise -- or certainly an objective.
The Biden administration viewed Russia's invasion as a violation of previous agreements, forged after the collapse of the Soviet Union, to respect Ukraine's borders. The United States and its allies imposed heavy sanctions on Russia and shoveled enough military and economic support to Ukraine to help it fend off the attack -- when most experts expected it to quickly collapse.
President Joe Biden's approach was a form of coercive diplomacy -- to force the Russians to the negotiating table by demonstrating it could not win. Talks to end the conflict would only begin, officials said, once Russia demonstrated it would engage in substantive negotiations. But the war dragged on, with neither side showing signs of relenting despite a devastating death toll.
With his 24-hour comment, Trump suggested the war was pointless, with too many people dying, and that it could quickly be settled if the two sides were brought to the negotiating table with no preconditions. Trump has often admired Putin, falsely believing that the Russian leader called him "a genius." Trump has returned the favor. Before Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Trump said Putin's decision to declare certain breakaway regions in Ukraine as independent to be "genius" and "very savvy."
But it hasn't been as easy as Trump predicted. Here's a review of his statements on negotiations since he became president. While he sometimes expressed frustration with Russia, the president put much more pressure on Ukraine to make concessions while dangling the possibility of sanctions relief on Russia. Now he appears to have washed his hands of the issue, leaving it to the parties to settle it themselves.
"I'm going to do Russia, whose Economy is failing, and President Putin, a very big FAVOR. Settle now, and STOP this ridiculous War! IT'S ONLY GOING TO GET WORSE. If we don't make a 'deal,' and soon, I have no other choice but to put high levels of Taxes, Tariffs, and Sanctions on anything being sold by Russia to the United States, and various other participating countries. Let's get this war, which never would have started if I were President, over with!"
-- Trump, in a social media post
Trump started with threatening new tariffs on Russia. Sanctions on Russia significantly reduced trade with the United States -- from $36 billion in 2021 to $3.5 billion in 2024 -- but Russia was never much of a trading partner. U.S. trade with Canada is $3.6 billion a day.
Moreover, when Trump announced on April 2 "reciprocal" tariffs on imports from 185 countries, he somehow left Russia off the list.
"I don't see any way that a country in Russia's position could allow them, just in their position, could allow them to join NATO. I don't see that happening."
-- remarks to reporters
Since 2008, under the George W. Bush administration, the official U.S. position is that Ukraine eventually will become a member of NATO. Foreign-policy experts have long argued over whether this was ever realistic -- or unnecessarily provocative to Russia. But Ukraine's possible membership in NATO -- or not -- was a significant bargaining chip that was held back for peace talks. Here, Trump gave it away without getting anything in return.
"I hear that they're upset about not having a seat. Well, they've had a seat for three years and a long time before that. This could have been settled very easily, just a half-baked negotiator could have settled this years ago without ... the loss of much land, very little land, without the loss of any lives."
-- remarks to reporters
U.S. and Russian officials met in Saudi Arabia without Ukrainian officials present, the first meeting between the two superpowers in three years. When Kyiv complained, Trump suggested Russia was pushed into the conflict. Once again, he claimed a peace deal could be reached easily by any "half-baked negotiator."
"We had a very meaningful meeting in the White House today. Much was learned that could never be understood without conversation under such fire and pressure. It's amazing what comes out through emotion, and I have determined that President Zelenskyy is not ready for Peace if America is involved, because he feels our involvement gives him a big advantage in negotiations. I don't want advantage, I want PEACE. He disrespected the United States of America in its cherished Oval Office. He can come back when he is ready for Peace."
-- Trump, social media post
Zelensky arrived at the White House to sign a deal that would use Ukraine's mineral reserves to help pay for more military aid. But the meeting quickly went off the rails in front of reporters, and Trump disinvited Zelensky and his delegation from lunch. The agreement was not signed at the time.
"You don't have the cards right now," Trump told Zelensky. "With us, you start having cards."
"I'm not playing cards," Zelensky replied. "I'm very serious, Mr. President."
After U.S.-Ukraine talks in Saudi Arabia, Zelensky said he had accepted a 30-day ceasefire proposed by the United States, covering the entire front line of the fighting with Russia. "Ukraine accepts this proposal, we consider it positive, we are ready to take such a step, and the United States of America must convince Russia to do so," he said.
"Well, I was being a little bit sarcastic when I said that; what I really mean is I'd like to get it settled and I think I'll be successful."
-- remarks to Sharyl Attkisson of Sinclair Broadcast Group
Trump rolled back his 24-hour comment by saying he was just being sarcastic. Attkisson asked: "What's the plan if Putin doesn't agree to a ceasefire?" Trump replied: "Bad news for this world because so many people are dying. But I think, I think he's going to agree. I really do. I think I know him pretty well and I think he's going to agree."
"My phone conversation today with President Putin of Russia was a very good and productive one. We agreed to an immediate Ceasefire on all Energy and Infrastructure, with an understanding that we will be working quickly to have a Complete Ceasefire and, ultimately, an END to this very horrible War between Russia and Ukraine."
-- post on social media
Trump was overoptimistic. In a phone call with Trump, Putin rejected the 30-day ceasefire accepted by Ukraine. Instead, he agreed to only a 30-day halt to attacks on energy infrastructure. Trump pitched it as a win that will soon lead to a "complete ceasefire."
"You could say that I was very angry, pissed off, when ... Putin started getting into Zelensky's credibility, because that's not going in the right location ... New leadership means you're not going to have a deal for a long time."
-- remarks to NBC News
Trump reacted negatively to Putin's suggestion that Zelensky needed to be replaced before talks start in earnest. "If Russia and I are unable to make a deal on stopping the bloodshed in Ukraine, and if I think it was Russia's fault -- which it might not be -- but if I think it was Russia's fault, I am going to put secondary tariffs on oil, on all oil coming out of Russia," he said.
It was an empty threat. Biden had already banned oil imports from Russia, so less than 10,000 barrels were imported in 2023.
Special envoy Steve Witkoff, Trump's Ukraine negotiator, met with European and Ukrainian officials and floated a proposal to recognize Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea and freeze the war's front lines as part of a peace agreement, in exchange for an eventual lifting of sanctions.
"HOPEFULLY RUSSIA AMD UKRAINE WILL MAKE A DEAL THIS WEEK. BOTH WILL THEN START TO DO BIG BUSINESS WITH THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, WHICH IS THRIVING, AND MAKE A FORTUNE!"
-- in a social media post
Trump again expressed hope for a quick resolution to the conflict. 
"This is Sleepy Joe Biden's War, not mine. It was a loser from day one, and should have never happened, and wouldn't have happened if I were President at the time. I'm just trying to clean up the mess that was left to me by Obama and Biden, and what a mess it is. With all of that being said, there was no reason for Putin to be shooting missiles into civilian areas, cities and towns, over the last few days. It makes me think that maybe he doesn't want to stop the war, he's just tapping me along, and has to be dealt with differently, through 'Banking' or 'Secondary Sanctions?' Too many people are dying!!!"
-- Trump, in a social media post, after meeting with Zelensky in the Vatican
Trump again showed irritation at Putin for continuing deadly attacks into Ukraine while bemoaning the "mess" he inherited.
"I want him to stop shooting, sit down and make a deal."
-- remarks to reporters
Trump made his comments after Russia launched a sweeping drone assault and airstrikes across Ukraine. Then on the last day of April, Ukraine and the United States formally signed a minerals deal, creating the United States-Ukraine Reconstruction Investment Fund. Ukraine will contribute 50 percent of revenue from the exploitation of new minerals, and oil and gas projects, and future U.S. military assistance to Ukraine in the form of ammunition, weapons systems or training would be considered a capital contribution to the fund.
"I think we're in a good position to settle. They want to settle, Ukraine wants to settle. ... As you know, President Putin has just announced a three-day ceasefire, which doesn't sound like much, but it's a lot if you knew where we started from."
-- remarks to reporters
Trump pointed to a unilateral three-day ceasefire announced by Putin as a sign of progress. Ukraine said Russia never observed it and continued to shell residential areas; Russia claimed Ukraine broke the ceasefire.
Russia and Ukraine hold their first direct peace talks in Istanbul. But Putin sends only a low-level delegation, and talks end after just two hours, with an agreement on a large prisoner exchange. Russia rejected Ukraine's proposal for a temporary ceasefire. Vladimir Medinsky, head of the Russian delegation, noted that Sweden and Russia waged a 21-year war three centuries ago. "Russia is ready to wage war forever," he told the Ukrainians.
"It's very big egos involved. I tell you, big egos involved. But I think something's going to happen. And if it doesn't, I'd just back away and they're going to have to keep going. Again, this was a European situation. It should have remained a European situation. ... I said, when are we going to end this, Vladimir? I know him for a long time now. I said when are we going to end this bloodshed, this bloodbath, it's a bloodbath, and I do believe he wants to end it."
-- remarks to reporters
Trump spoke to Putin for two hours and, in his Truth Social post, said Putin agreed to start negotiations toward a ceasefire -- a far cry from ending the war.
In many ways, this is the best outcome for Putin. Russia has learned to live with Western sanctions, and it can continue fighting against a much smaller foe.
In an official Russian readout of the phone call, Putin called for eliminating the "root causes" of the conflict -- code for a replacement of the current Ukrainian government and a neutering of its military -- in effect ensuring Ukraine becomes a client state. As conditions for a ceasefire, Putin first wants Ukraine to withdraw completely from the Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions -- areas that Russia now only partially controls. That's conceding more land than even the proposal floated by Witkoff in April.
"It's our land, we won't withdraw our troops from our territory," Zelensky said.
When we questioned the White House about Trump's evolution on how easy it was to end the war, we received a statement from National Security Council spokesperson Kylie Newbold: "This is a war we inherited -- it is Biden's war. There was no plan or strategy to bring the conflict and killing to an end, but now under President Trump the two sides are agreeing to the first direct talks in three years. This is an important step forward."
But the record shows that, over and over, Trump expressed optimism that Putin will soon agree to a deal -- and then the Russian leader fails to follow through. Ukraine agreed to a ceasefire, which Putin rejected. At best, Trump can claim he finally got Putin to agree to talk about the conditions for a ceasefire. But Putin's conditions would dismember Ukraine and give Russia territory it has failed to win in three years of conflict.
The two sides supposedly will begin negotiating, but ordinarily in diplomacy such talks only begin when both sides have shown a commitment to reaching an agreement. A prisoner exchange is hardly a baby step to engender confidence. Putin's price for a ceasefire is for Ukraine to give up land it now controls. It's hard to see how these talks would be productive.
And if the talks fail, Trump appears ready to wash his hands of the conflict and let the war continue. Trump has never admitted that his frequent pledge of ending the war in 24 hours was unrealistic. His excuse is that he was being sarcastic. He earns an Upside-down Pinocchio, for an unacknowledged flip-flop.
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Ed Martin's failed bid for U.S. attorney revealed the limits of Trump's power
The unsuccessful nomination revealed a shifting relationship between the president and GOP senators -- and Trump's willingness to walk away from a protracted fight.
By Martine Powers, Spencer Hsu | 2025-05-22

Interim U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia Ed Martin speaks during a news conference on May 13 in D.C. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


It was mid-April, and Ed Martin knew his nomination was in danger.
The interim U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia had been in the job for about three months. But a cascade of revelations -- about his actions in office, his ties to the Jan. 6 rioters and his sketchy Senate disclosures, among others -- had left some Senate Republicans in doubt as to whether they could stomach a vote to install him permanently in the role.
Thus started Martin's final three-week sprint to win over members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, an effort that one witness said grew "frantic" as Martin's prospects faded.
In the end, his efforts failed. Earlier this month, President Donald Trump said he was replacing Martin's nomination and swapping in former judge and Fox News personality Jeanine Pirro. Martin would be placed in a different job within the Justice Department.
Days later, Martin gave a brisk explanation for why he believed his nomination had imploded. He pointed to opposition from one senator: Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who Martin said "had some objections that he expressed, and that blocked it."

Ed Martin blamed Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), seen on May 6, for his failed nomination for US. attorney for the District of Columbia. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


But the reality behind the scenes was more complicated, according to interviews with more than 20 individuals, all of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private discussions or avoid reprisals. A number of Republican senators were uneasy about Martin's nomination, several Senate aides said, and grew more so as Martin served in his job in an interim capacity and pursued a no-holds-barred mission to remake the U.S. attorney's office.
The result was a steady deterioration of his chances as Trump lost patience trying to persuade senators to support Martin. In the end, the failure of Martin's nomination revealed a shifting relationship between Trump and Senate Republicans -- and the limits of Trump's power over them. While they had green-lit other controversial Trump nominees, they found something uniquely intolerable in Martin. And the president backed down.
Martin, a 55-year-old former chief of staff for a Missouri governor and then chair of the Missouri Republican Party, was always a surprising choice to become D.C.'s chief federal prosecutor. Martin is the first U.S. attorney in 50 years without prior experience as either a prosecutor or a judge. He also had never tried a case.
Spokespeople for Martin did not respond to requests for comment for this story.
Still, even with temporary status -- and even as the attorney general's office had begun interviewing others for the permanent job -- Martin said he expected to stay. And from his first days in the job, he pursued an aggressive campaign of change that swiftly turned D.C.'s U.S. attorney's office upside down.
He launched an internal probe into his office's prosecutions of Jan. 6 defendants and fired career prosecutors involved in some of those cases. He publicly said he viewed the job primarily as one of "Trump's lawyers" fighting to "protect his leadership." He announced a plan to use the office to investigate the country's most powerful elected Democrat, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer of New York, for an inflammatory comment he had made at a rally five years earlier.

From left, Brandon Straka, Geri Perna, Ed Martin, and Jeff Clark speak during a hearing on the prosecution of Jan. 6 defendants, on June 13, 2023. (Michael A. McCoy/Getty Images)


Martin's actions were in line with the campaign of retribution against political enemies that Trump has pursued since winning the 2024 election. But those actions also alienated senators -- in particular, Tillis, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee responsible for vetting Martin.
Tillis was arguably the GOP member of the committee with the most to lose by rubber-stamping Martin's nomination; he has won with narrow electoral margins in his home state and is reliant on the votes of moderates. He was also the first Republican member of the committee to express public doubts, calling Martin's plan for a Schumer inquiry "a real challenge" to his confirmation.
The key difference between Martin's path and those of other polarizing Trump nominees -- Pete Hegseth, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Kash Patel -- was that Martin was already doing the job he was being vetted for, giving senators a chance to see his performance in action.
Some didn't like what they saw.
"This wolf comes as a wolf," said Jack Goldsmith, a former U.S. assistant attorney general under George W. Bush and a Harvard law professor who has written widely on executive power. "Martin has wielded prosecutorial power recklessly and openly while serving in a temporary role," Goldsmith wrote on his Executive Functions newsletter on Substack.
Martin's campaign of reprisal wasn't the only concern cropping up for Senate Republicans. They also worried about his past statements and actions -- particularly his involvement with Jan. 6, 2021.
Martin gained national prominence as a planner and organizer of the"Stop the Steal" election-denial movement. He was also outside the Capitol during the Jan. 6 insurrection. That day, Martin tweeted "Like Mardi Gras in DC today: love, faith and joy. Ignore #FakeNews."
Some senators, most of whom had lived through the violence that day at the Capitol, reacted badly to Martin's revision of history in that tweet, as well as later comments.
Even so, according to one person familiar with the process, Martin appeared to be steaming toward at least a confirmation hearing -- until mid-April, when The Washington Post reported that he had made more than 150 undisclosed appearances since 2016 on Russian media outlets RT and Sputnik, on which he often amplified anti-American propaganda.

Ed Martin touts the #StopTheSteal campaign during a news conference outside the Republican National Committee headquarters on Capitol Hill, on November 5, 2020. (Al Drago/Getty Images)


That moment, according to two people familiar with the process, is when the prospects for Martin's confirmation hearing took a nose dive.
The Post's report was followed by a revelation from CNN that Martin had omitted at least 200 appearances on far-right outlets in the disclosures and nomination documents submitted to the Senate. Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee also cited 1,000 hours of episodes of Martin's podcast that had been recently removed from public view.
The failed disclosures were orders of magnitude greater than nominees' omissions in recent years and not readily explained as oversights, according to Sen. Dick Durbin (Illinois), the top Democrat on the committee. And they contributed to the Senate's reluctance to push forward with Martin's nomination, two people familiar with the process said.
Senate Republicans, those individuals said, were genuinely surprised by both the unearthed past actions and Martin's disregard for disclosure requirements. To them, it created the appearance that Martin was either dismissive of the Senate's authority or that he was just plain sloppy.
Either way, they didn't like it, those individuals said.
Even Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), the committee chair -- and a supporter of Martin's -- was frustrated. He publicly noted that Martin had generated 500 questions from lawmakers, far more than normal, while his spokeswoman said the panel expected Martin "to fully disclose all required materials."
Even up to the final week of Martin's nomination, Martin struggled to produce four more rounds of disclosures, two people familiar with the process said.
Meanwhile, Senate aides had discovered vivid instances of Martin's praise for a pardoned Jan. 6 defendant with Nazi sympathies. Martin apologized, but his claim that he was unaware of the man's anti-semitic and racist statements were at odds, The Post reported, with his own past statements that the man was unfairly "smeared."
Martin's brazen ties to and rationalizations for some of the most violent rioters hit home in a visceral way with senators who lived through a very real attack that put their lives at risk.
Then there were the public insults. In statements preceding Martin's nomination, he had criticized multiple Senate Republicans, in some cases calling them RINOs (Republicans in Name Only). Among those he lambasted: Sens. John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, both Republicans from Texas and, crucially, both members of the Senate Judiciary Committee.
The cascade of revelations about Martin's past statements and inadequate disclosures weren't just a drip-drip-drip but became a "splash splash splash," a Senate aide said.
"It was probably always going to be a tough fight [and] if it was just one or two of these issues, maybe he survives," the aide said. But "there's a tipping point where it became unsustainable."
Martin knew his nomination was in serious trouble, too. His efforts became "frantic" around this time, one employee of the U.S. attorney's office said. Several people said Martin tapped a line prosecutor to help other top aides he had brought into the office to prepare nomination materials.
As Martin's candidacy faltered, Grassley urged him to meet with every member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said another individual familiar with the vetting process.

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee attend a hearing on Jan. 15. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


He tried to meet with multiple Democrats, but they rebuffed him, according to a person familiar with the process. He had multiple meetings with Tillis, who remained unconvinced. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) was not persuaded either, he said later. Cornyn and Cruz never indicated they would vote for him in the crucial final days of Martin's nomination, despite many chances to do so.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) said in an interview that he had heard Martin had "bombed" his interviews.
At the same time, the controversy around Martin's nomination was seeping into the day-to-day goings-on in D.C. Superior Court, according to two prosecutors.
Prosecutors were directed to ask potential jurors in some cases if Martin's leadership would affect their ability to be impartial. A sitting juror had requested to be dismissed from a murder trial because of her growing distrust of the interim prosecutor. The judge allowed her to go.
Behind the scenes, Martin was seen at the Senate for meetings as late as 6 p.m. on Monday of the last week of his nomination -- fueled by the awareness that the Senate Judiciary Committee still hadn't scheduled a vote for him. He was also running out of time before his interim status was set to expire May 20.
That evening, Martin was at the Dirksen Senate Office Building staging a last-minute effort to salvage his bid, one congressional aide said. Martin did not help his case, disclosing to senators that day still more appearances on the Russian state-owned outlets Russia Today and Sputnik Radio.
Trump at that moment was still bullish about Martin. "HE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN," the president wrote on Truth Social. But he was also aware of a looming deadline. If Martin was not confirmed by May 20, or replaced with a new interim official of Trump's choosing, his successor would be named by the judges of the U.S. District Court of the District of Columbia, with whom Trump has publicly battled over deportations of alleged gang members.
The president needed a Plan B.
Pirro is Trump's longtime friend. And before her Fox News career, she had been the first female district attorney in Westchester County, New York, before becoming a judge.
Pirro had made it known for years that she wanted a job in the administration, according to a senior Trump aide. During his first term, Trump interviewed her for a role in the Justice Department, reporting to then-attorney general Jeff Sessions. Sessions blocked her, the individual said.

Jeanine Pirro in 2022. (Jason Koerner/Getty Images)


In the new Trump administration, Pirro has allies. Attorney General Pam Bondi worked with her at Fox News, and the two are old friends.
Meanwhile, Tillis made it clear that he wasn't going to vote for Martin. It also became apparent that Trump was not willing to expend any more time or political capital to change anyone's mind.
"I'm one person. I can only lift that little phone so many times in a day," Trump said.
Without Tillis and with no Democrats on board, Martin would not make it out of committee.
On May 8, a group of about 60 prosecutors were in a meeting when they began getting notices on their cellphones. People in the room could tell what the news was given "the expressions on the faces who had seen the notices," one person said.
Trump had posted on Truth Social. He was pulling Martin's nomination.
Why did Martin tank when other Trump nominees prevailed? One senior Democratic aide wondered if Senate Republicans had begun to "stiffen their spines a little bit" in the face of Trump's lackluster approval ratings and the pushback they faced in town halls back home.
The aide continued: "If Kash Patel were to come before the committee today, would he be confirmed?"
Trump, for his part, was ready to move on.
"I really thought he was terrific," the president said that day. "But we are doing so many different things right now that we couldn't be really focused on it."
Keith L. Alexander, Liz Goodwin, Theodoric Meyer, Paul Kane, Perry Stein and Sarah Ellison contributed to this report.
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Trump says failure to pass tax and immigration bill would be 'ultimate betrayal'
Get the latest news on President Donald Trump's return to the White House and the Republican-led Congress.
By Patrick Svitek, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Brianna Tucker, Maegan Vazquez, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacob Bogage, Susan Svrluga, Rachel Siegel, Jenna Portnoy, Teo Armus, Laura Vozzella, Matthew Choi, Olivia George, Matt Viser, Derek Hawkins, Elana Gordon, Fenit Nirappil, Maria Sacchetti, Marianne LeVine, Abigail Hauslohner, Alex Horton, Natalie Allison, Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli, Patrick Marley, Jeremy Roebuck, Liz Goodwin, Sarah Ellison, Mark Berman, Perry Stein, Abha Bhattarai, Lily Kuo, Vic Chiang, Joel Achenbach, Carolyn Y. Johnson, Karla Adam, Kate Brady, Clara Ence Morse, Dan Merica, Martine Powers, Cat Zakrzewski, Annabelle Timsit | 2025-05-22
President Donald Trump warned Republicans on Wednesday that failure to pass his massive tax and immigration package would be "ultimate betrayal." In a statement, the White House said the bill needs to "pass immediately" to keep promises that Trump and fellow Republicans made while campaigning. House Republicans are seeking to bridge internal differences on the package. The House Rules Committee, in a session that began at 1 a.m. Wednesday, is continuing a marathon debate ahead of a key vote that would allow the legislation to come to the House floor. Meanwhile, Trump pressed South Africa President Cyril Ramaphosa to protect White Afrikaner farmers from violent attacks in an extraordinary Oval Office conversation Wednesday.
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Pentagon says it has accepted Qatari luxury jet for Air Force One use
Democrats and other critics have denounced the arrangement as a "bribe," warning that Trump's pursuit of the $400 million jet is a violation of the Constitution.
By Abigail Hauslohner, Alex Horton | 2025-05-21

A Boeing 747 belonging to Qatar sits on the tarmac of Palm Beach International Airport in Florida after President Donald Trump toured the aircraft Feb. 15. (Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images)


The Pentagon on Wednesday said it took possession of a Qatari luxury jet sought by President Donald Trump for use as Air Force One, despite vehement pushback from lawmakers, national security experts and legal scholars alarmed by the highly unusual arrangement.
Trump has praised Qatar, a close U.S. partner in the Middle East that has sought to boost its influence with Washington, for offering the $400 million plane to his administration. Details of the transaction remained unclear. But members of Congress, among other critics, have denounced the arrangement as a "bribe" and warned that Trump's pursuit of the extravagant Boeing 747 is a clear violation of the Constitution, which prohibits federal officials from accepting gifts from foreign governments without lawmakers' approval.
A spokesman for the Qatari government did not immediately respond to request for comment. Lawyers representing Qatar and the United States have not yet finalized the agreement for the Defense Department to accept Qatar's plane as a gift, a person familiar with the matter said on the condition of anonymity to discuss the two countries' dealings.
A raft of national security experts, including veteran Pentagon officials, also have panned the venture, saying the plane would require a costly and time-consuming renovation to meet the intensive security, safety and technical standards required to transport a U.S. president.
Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell said in a statement that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth accepted the massive jet, which Trump has called a "flying palace," from the Persian Gulf monarchy "in accordance with all federal rules and regulations."
"The Department of Defense will work to ensure proper security measures and functional-mission requirements are considered," Parnell said. He did not elaborate, and he did not respond to a request for clarity on the announcement and current status of the plane.
According to records provided by Flightradar24, an open-source flight tracker, the aircraft landed at San Antonio International Airport on April 3. It has not flown since.
The Air Force said in a statement that it was "preparing to award a contract to modify a Boeing 747 aircraft for executive airlift. Details related to the contract are classified."
Air Force officials did not specify whether there would be a bidding process for that contract, how much the work could cost, or how long the project would take. Earlier this month, the Air Force informed lawmakers that Boeing's ongoing construction of a new presidential aircraft could be complete by 2027.
Trump has indicated repeatedly that he is unwilling to wait. He told reporters last week that the  Qatari plane might be transferred to his presidential library for his continued personal use after he leaves office.

During an interview with Fox News host Sean Hannity on May 13, President Donald Trump doubled down on his plan to accept a $400 million Boeing 747-8 from Qatar.


The plans have provoked a fierce backlash from Democrats and more muted concern from some Republicans.
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), the House Judiciary Committee's top Democrat, on Wednesday launched an inquiry into the aircraft's acquisition. In a letter to top Trump officials, he claimed the Qatari plane "was no gift at all, but instead a coerced offering after a months-long pressure campaign" involving senior members of the administration.
"I write today to clarify whether this $400 million 'gift,' in either case a glaring Emoluments Clause violation without congressional consent, is also the result of an illegal shakedown operation," Raskin wrote to Hegseth and Trump's Middle East envoy, Steve Witkoff.
Raskin last year published the results of an investigation he led as the ranking Democrat on the House Oversight Committee, which found that Trump in his first term as president had reaped millions of dollars in profits from 20 foreign governments, including those of Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
Raskin has asked Witkoff and Hegseth to respond to a list of questions about the aircraft, including how much money the U.S. government will need to spend "to retrofit it for Air Force One specifications, to debug it, and to make sure it complies with American national security and anti-surveillance, anti-espionage, and anti-sabotage requirements."
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who appeared on Capitol Hill this week to defend the administration's dramatic funding cuts to foreign assistance and a plan to eliminate jobs throughout the State Department, faced withering questions about the legality of accepting the plane from Qatar.
"I'm not aware of any plane that's been given. I know the media reports about it," he told members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee on Wednesday, about an hour before the Pentagon's announcement.

Supporters cheer as Air Force One, carrying Trump, arrives at Smith Reynolds Airport in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, in 2020. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The administration, frustrated by the delayed delivery of a new presidential plane that Trump had ordered during his first term, had approached Boeing to ask whether there are "any planes that fit the bill," Rubio explained. "Boeing produced a list of planes that they'd sold over the last few years. One of them happened to be in Qatar."
Seeking to defend the acquisition, Rep. Cory Mills (R-Florida) noted that in 1945 President Franklin D. Roosevelt gifted a plane to the king of Saudi Arabia, implying that the gift from Qatar represents normal U.S. diplomacy.
On his trip to the Middle East last week, Trump announced more than $2 trillion in investments for U.S. companies from Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia -- many of which appeared to predate his administration.
"It's reminiscent of the first year of the first term of Donald Trump, when he announced a $10 billion investment by [the Taiwanese electronics manufacturer] Foxconn in Wisconsin," Rep. Brad Sherman (D-California) said during Wednesday's hearing, adding that the deal never panned out. "It is still an empty field," he said. "I am sure that the only deals announced in the Middle East that will actually happen were the bribery deals."
Companies tied to all three countries' rulers also have invested heavily in the Trump family's personal businesses, including hotels, real estate and the president's new cryptocurrency -- at a pace that has accelerated since November's election.
During Trump's first term, foreign governments jockeying for influence in Washington spent millions of dollars on Trump business enterprises.
Qatar, for instance, paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to book rooms at Trump International Hotel in Washington and purchased a unit in Trump World Tower in New York for $6.5 million, Democrats with the House Oversight Committee found last year.
The "lavish spending appeared to pay immediate dividends for Qatar," Raskin wrote in his letter to Witkoff and Hegseth. While Trump had initially supported a blockade of Qatar by its regional rivals, Saudi Arabia and the UAE -- "who themselves had been booking rooms at the Trump International Hotel and receiving the benefits of a favorable U.S. foreign policy," the letter says -- following Qatar's spending spree, the administration successfully urged the Saudis and Emiratis to back down.
Qatar, a top purchaser of U.S. defense systems that is seeking expanded business partnerships "now has even more to benefit -- and more to lose -- from a good relationship with President Trump," Raskin wrote.
Jarrett Ley and John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Diddy trial recap: Ex-assistant, psychologist and special agent testified in Sean Combs's case
Sean "Diddy" Combs's federal sex-trafficking trial continued on Day 8, with Special Agent Gerard Gannon, psychologist Dawn Hughes and ex-employee George Kaplan testifying.
By Anne Branigin, Shayna Jacobs, Samantha Chery, Avi Selk, Carla Spartos, Geoff Edgers | 2025-05-22
The government is working through its list of witnesses in the second week of testimony at Sean "Diddy" Combs's sex trafficking and racketeering trial in New York.
Special agent Gerard Gannon continued his testimony Wednesday, describing finding gun components, platform heels and a lot of baby oil when the Department of Homeland Security raided Combs's mansion in Miami last year. A forensic psychologist also testified that domestic abuse victims often love their partners, abuse drugs and repress memories -- testimony that recalls Casandra "Cassie" Ventura's account of her 11-year relationship with Combs.
Thursday will see more testimony from a former assistant to Combs, who Ventura said quit after he saw his boss abuse her. Prosecutors also hope to call five new witnesses, including Scott "Kid Cudi" Mescudi, a rapper who briefly dated Ventura while she was involved with Combs. Mescudi's car exploded after a jealous Combs threatened to blow it up, according to Ventura's testimony and her settled lawsuit.
Combs, 55, faces criminal charges of sex trafficking, racketeering conspiracy and transportation to engage in prostitution. The music mogul has pleaded not guilty. His defense team has characterized Diddy's "freak-offs" as sex parties among consenting adults, however unorthodox. His lawyers also have argued that Combs's relationship with Ventura was rife with mutual jealousy, violence and drug abuse.
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Trump just handed Democrats their midterm message
Trump and the GOP agenda of corruption, chaos and cruelty should be burnished in public's mind.
By Rahm Emanuel | 2025-05-22

U.S. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) speaks during a rally on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. (Jemal Countess/Getty Images) 


Democrats need to have a frank conversation -- with themselves.
We must acknowledge where we are and appreciate what we can realistically accomplish. Yes, we should oppose the MAGA agenda at every turn. But given that we control neither the bully pulpit nor any congressional gavel, we need to focus foremost on what's winnable -- next year's midterm elections. At core, the 2026 campaign will be a referendum on President Donald Trump and his rubber-stamp congressional Republicans. Our task is to help the public understand what the Republicans are doing and how it affects them. That job begins with Trump's audaciously named One Big Beautiful Bill.
This will likely be the most significant piece of legislation to pass during Trump's term and should be understood by the public in one phrase: tax cuts for the wealthy, health-care cuts for the many. The simplicity of that binary is its virtue. Trump is a chaos machine -- a disciple of professional wrestling who will try to distract from the underlying reality -- see his comment that he's "not going to touch [Medicaid]." We can't chase every shiny bauble -- we need to laser focus on points that will deliver strategic value. This is our opportunity to define Trump and his congressional enablers.
Recall that we spent 2024 trying to convince Americans that our democracy was in Trump's crosshairs. That message failed. We now need to paint the reality we know and the public perceives, but which the Trump Show  often obscures: The administration and its Capitol Hill minions are beacons of the three C's: corruption, chaos and cruelty. Set aside the rhetoric about fascism, oligarchies or Democratic weakness. Any utterance that fails to burnish the public's understanding of the three C's is our own distraction. The present fight over the budget bill, which the House approved Thursday morning, is the ripest opportunity we'll have to lift the fog that can define 2026.
Recent history is clear. When a single party controls both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue, as the GOP does today, the midterm political landscape adheres to a certain architecture. The opposition's base is energized. Swing voters steer clear of the entrenched party. And the incumbent party's base is depressed by comparison to the prior election. In 1994, Republicans stormed to victory by focusing the public's attention on the Clinton administration's lurch to the left, as exemplified by its health-care failure.
In 2006, Democrats stormed back to power by pounding at the quagmire in Iraq and the GOP's domestic corruption scandals involving the likes of Rep. Tom DeLay (Texas) and lobbyist Jack Abramoff. In 2018, Democrats made a showcase of Trump's ruthless efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act and separate families at the border. The question before Democrats is how to focus the public's attention and make 2026 a referendum on the three C's.
To be sure, Trump will try to flood the zone with distractions. That's a trap. Incensed by each successive outrage, our ill-defined and unfocused reactions too often make us appear like defenders of the status quo. At heart, Americans really do want reform -- but they also want protection against Trump's chaos. Once voters understand that congressional Republicans are a rubber stamp, they'll be looking explicitly for a check on his chaotic corruption.
That's why the One Big Beautiful Bill  is target rich. Trump and the GOP Congress want to cut taxes on well-connected billionaires by slashing health care for working families. That might not be corruption the way Washington good government groups define it, but it's how the public sees a corrupt system at work. Democrats have yet to make this the signal through the noise.
If we want to win, we need to narrow our critique -- to hammer home the notion that Trump is rewarding his inaugural donors and friends by immiserating everyone else. On the political front, a focus on the three C's would harness three benefits for 2026. First, it would pull Democrats and independent voters into a singular bloc. Second, it would drive a wedge between independent voters and the GOP. Most important, it would cleave MAGA populists from the (very few) fiscal conservatives that remain in the GOP. The populists understand the Medicaid cuts will close rural hospitals and cut the MAGA faithful's health care -- the fiscal conservatives, meanwhile, see pain as the sole purpose.
This is the binary choice we need to sharpen. Set aside Trump's crypto schemes and his solicitation of Qatar's "free" plane -- that's baked into the electorate's deep-seated cynicism. As recent polling has shown, the public is poised to believe they're being fleeced by the Trump "system." That's what the rubber-stamp Republicans will have done when this bill cuts more people's health care than any other in history. The goal of a Democratic counterproposal is not to bring peace among the Democratic factions -- it is to bring disquiet to the GOP.
Which brings us to the last point: In this situation, less is more. Democrats don't need to produce a whole budget plan. The counterproposal is not going to become law. They simply need to compel Republicans in swing districts and states to take a vote that raises taxes on the well-to-do and restores health care for the many.
Raising taxes on people making more than $2.5 million, eliminating the tax break for carried interest and restoring the corporate rate to the previously proposed 27 percent would give Congress enough money to leave the nation's health-care system harmless -- no cuts to Medicaid, to the Children's Health Insurance Program, or to the premium support for coverage purchased on the Affordable Care Act exchanges.
This is how we put marginal GOP members at grave political risk, forcing them to choose between their districts and loyalty to Trump. For 2026, we need to burnish the three C's in the public's mind. Trump's agenda is unchecked and out of control. We need to hound that narrative until it becomes the essential question animating voters casting ballots in November next year.
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Unpacking Trump's obsession with 'dead White farmers'
A meeting in which Trump invents a genocide and confronts South African President Cyril Ramaphosa.
By Monica Hesse | 2025-05-22

President Donald Trump presents printed news articles during a meeting with South African President Cyril Ramaphosa in the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"Dead White farmers."
If you watched the White House meeting between  President Donald Trump and South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, you already know what these words refer to, and if you didn't, well, I'm frankly not sure that any amount of column inches can fully explain them.
On Wednesday, Ramaphosa and a South African delegation met with Trump in the Oval Office for what was supposed to be a relationship-building meeting between the two nations. It instead turned into what was, remarkably, only the second most offensive Oval Office ambush to take place between Trump and a foreign leader in calendar year 2025. (Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's appointment wins out merely because this time, Vice President JD Vance was not present to deliver sucker punches.)
After the two leaders exchanged standard greetings and pleasantries, Ramaphosa made it clear that he had come to discuss mutually beneficial diplomatic policies. Trump made it clear that he had come to discuss dead White farmers. Trump cued an invisible aide ("Is Natalie here?") to hit play on what he described as documentary footage. Television viewers couldn't see what was on-screen, but we were led to believe that it contained, among other things, graves belonging to dead White farmers. "Executed," Trump said.
"These are all White farmers that are being buried," he stated with zero context or evidence. "The farmers are not Black," he clarified later in the meeting, in case we had missed the point the first time, and also, "They happen to be White." (The South African president delicately inquired as to the origin of the alleged footage, in the manner of a man who wants to call total bull, but does not want this meeting to become Zelensky Part 2).
I lost count of the number of times Trump repeated a variation of "dead White farmers,"  but there was a certain point at which you knew you were watching a racist -- excuse me, "racially tinged" -- code phrase take shape. The kind of thing alt-right pundits are going to repeat on air and then act innocent and smug when you ask them to explain what exactly they are talking about. The kind of thing Trump insists is being ignored by the mainstream media (as he insisted multiple times on Wednesday), which, to be fair, it is. Because it doesn't exist.
I mean, is there a mass execution involving White farmers in South Africa? Ramaphosa, who is Black, suggested that Trump hear from other members of his delegation, including Agriculture Minister John Steenhuisen, who is White. Steenhuisen explained that ... You know what? We don't even need to get into what he explained. Every South African who spoke in that meeting said a variation of the same thing: There is no genocide. There is only a country struggling with an incredibly tragic past informing a sometimes volatile present in which, yes, attacks on farms happen, but the victims of that violence are both White and Black. Or, as PolitiFact put it succinctly in a fact-check: "White farmers have been murdered in South Africa. But those murders account for less than 1% of more than 27,000 annual murders nationwide." Though killing for any reason is tragic, PolitiFact noted that most farm-related murders were due to robberies, and not racially motivated.
In the Wednesday meeting, members of the South African delegation attempted to explain their country's nuanced history to Trump -- apartheid, Nelson Mandela, the articles of South Africa's constitution. They attempted to explain that most White farmers don't want to flee to the United States, as Trump implied, but to remain in their own country. None of it mattered. The particulars of South Africa's equivalent of eminent domain don't make a good rallying cry. You know what does? "Dead White farmers."
Here, we could go in a lot of different directions. We could unpack the way Trump fawned attentively over the White male professional golfers whom Ramaphosa brought along, but scowled, appearing bored, through the testimony of Zingiswa Losi, the president of a group of trade unions, as she described horrific violence and rape perpetuated against South African women. We could note that Trump's entire understanding of South African history and politics seemed to have been gleaned from a few Diet Cokes with Elon Musk, plus, I don't know, maybe conversations with two randos from Johannesburg who once ate steaks at Mar-a-Lago and Ivanka Trump mentioning she'd seen the movie "Invictus."
But "dead White farmers" sticks in my brain because it is intended to. "I'm trying to save lives, no matter where!" Trump offered at one point, as though his preoccupation with a fictitious South African genocide was merely due to his well-known humanitarian impulses. But if that's the case, why keep reminding us that the alleged victims are White? Why, after curtailing refugee programs to the United States -- folks from all over the world whose lives need saving -- did the man decide the only worthy exceptions were 59 Afrikaners?
At one point in the meeting, Trump uttered the phrase "dead White people," and then amended it to "dead White farmers," which seems oddly specific until you wonder if their profession was also important for Trump to convey. It evokes the American heartland and the fear-based indebtedness he desires from all registered voters. Wisconsin farmers: You, too,  require Trump's protection.
"Dead White farmers" was a bizarre fixation in what should have been a serious meeting. In three words, he invented a genocide.
And then he spent the rest of the hour creating a different problem. Because every time he insisted that the mainstream media refused to cover the genocide of dead White farmers, he sowed more distrust in journalism. To the point that now, every time an article on the topic doesn't appear, that in itself will become evidence for this genocide that is not actually happening.
So if you came to this column because you Googled "dead White farmers," here is your mainstream media coverage of the issue. I'm so sorry.
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What the anti-fluoride campaign is really about
Rethink, but don't ban, fluoride in drinking water.
By Editorial Board | 2025-05-22

A drinking fountain in Miami on May 16. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


There's a legitimate debate to be had about adding fluoride to drinking water. The practice has long been lauded as a victory for dental health because the chemical can strengthen tooth enamel and prevent cavities. But too much of it presents real health risks.
In other words, the issue is complicated and calls for nuance and respect for science. Unfortunately, many politicians -- cheered on by Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. -- have opted for over-the-top rhetoric and ham-fisted bans.
Kennedy has described fluoride, a naturally occurring mineral, as "industrial waste" and a "dangerous neurotoxin." He has vowed to remove it from drinking water in the United States, and in recent weeks he has celebrated as two states -- Utah and Florida -- voted to ban it. "It makes no sense to have fluoride in our water," he said after Utah's vote. "The evidence against fluoride is overwhelming."
In Florida, Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis cast the issue as one of personal freedom, describing fluoridation as "forced medication." His state's surgeon general, Joseph A. Ladapo, called it "public health malpractice." Lawmakers in several other states are considering measures to curb use of the mineral.
At best, this anti-fluoride campaign is an overreaction. At worst, it is an attempt to distort research to promote ideology over public health.
It's not unreasonable to question fluoridation practices; in the past half-century, dental hygiene has greatly improved, and most toothpaste products now contain fluoride, so it is less essential that it be in drinking water. As it was adopted in the second half of the 20th century, fluoridation reduced dental cavities among children by 40 to 70 percent, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports. But these days it might offer only "slightly less" tooth decay among children, according to a 2024 meta-analysis of 21 studies. And it might make "little or no difference."
Not all communities are the same, however. Many populations, especially in rural areas, lack easy access to dental care. And while products such as fluoridated toothpastes and mouthwashes exist to prevent tooth decay, not all low-income families will buy them. (The Trump administration is actively seeking to remove from the market prescription fluoride tablets that can help fight cavities, claiming that the products are bad for children's gut health.) For these communities, fluoridation remains essential for good oral health.
Moreover, it is easy enough to address fluoridation's potential harms without banning it. High exposure to the substance can cause tooth discoloration and bone deformities. Some research also shows that very high fluoride consumption might even disrupt children's brain development. During the Biden administration, the National Toxicology Program reviewed more than 70 studies and concluded with "moderate confidence" that higher levels of fluoride consumption are associated with lower IQ in children.
But this doesn't suggest fluoride should be eliminated. Instead, state and local officials should reduce it in places where levels are high, or help families in those communities access filtration. A 2023 study estimated that as many as 3 million Americans live in areas with tap water fluoride levels exceeding 1.5 milligrams per liter, more than twice what the federal government recommends.
Federal officials could press the issue by reducing the amount of fluoride allowed in drinking water. The Environmental Protection Agency currently sets the maximum limit at 4 milligrams per liter; this should come down. Fortunately, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin has already indicated he will make this change.
Opponents of fluoridation argue that a more aggressive approach is needed to prevent harm to children's brains. But the science here is debated. It is notoriously difficult to measure both IQ and fluoride consumption, and the NTP report has earned criticism for including low-quality studies with a high risk of bias. Also, many other factors can affect a child's brain development. So the potential link between fluoride and IQ, while concerning, deserves more research. It doesn't justify upending decades of public health policy.
Nonmainstream voices such as Kennedy's can be useful in government to question the status quo. After all, policies that made sense a few decades ago might be outdated. But any revisions to long-standing practice should be based in fact and not stand in the way of progress.
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Europe has so far dodged a U.S.-style opioid epidemic. Here's why.
America's shocking toll of drug-related deaths far exceeds Europe's. It's no accident.
By Lee Hockstader | 2025-05-22

People sit along a sidewalk ahead of a clearing of a homeless encampment in the Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia on May 7. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


PARIS -- There are plenty of unhappy shocks these days for an American who visits the United States after years spent in Europe. But few compare to the jaw-dropping misery I saw last week in the addiction-ravaged wasteland of Philadelphia's Kensington neighborhood.
I went with friends, longtime Philadelphians who know the city well and warned me that Kensington, for years one of the country's most notorious open-air drug dens, was a rough place.
Still, nothing prepared me for Kensington's infernal tableau of ruination -- throngs of addicts on the streets by an elevated Metro line, stumbling, staggering, crawling and in wheelchairs. Some shuffled or swayed bent over at a 90-degree angle, an affliction known as "the fentanyl fold."
It was a Friday night; police cars were all around, their lights flashing. But neither the cops nor the city's mayor, who ran on cleaning up Kensington, have made much progress in addressing the human wreckage, the wasted bodies, the torment of shattered lives. Many of the addicts were nodding off, passed out or seemed barely clinging to life; some will surely be dead in weeks or months.
These were images I'd almost never seen, even in the half-dozen wars I've covered. They were an agonizing sight, not only for the pitiable anguish of so many individuals but also for the sheer scale of it -- at just one intersection in a single American city on a random spring evening.
Europe has no shortage of its own social problems, and those include addiction across the continent and in Britain. In Paris, where I live, you can easily spot addicts in substantial numbers, especially on the city's northern fringe.
Yet there is no denying the gaping disparity in overdose deaths, owing largely to Europe's apparent success, so far, in avoiding an epidemic of synthetic opioids resembling the one that has gutted so many American communities.
In 2022, the last year for which (admittedly sketchy) data are available, there were 163 fatal overdoses from fentanyl and its derivatives in the European Union, Norway and Turkey, whose combined population is more than 500 million. That's roughly the average daily death toll in the U.S. from synthetics such as fentanyl.
England, Ireland and some Northern European countries, including the Nordics and the Baltic states, struggle with high rates of mortality from drug overdoses compared with other parts of the continent. But in most  cases, the U.S. rate is at least four times higher than in even Europe's most addiction-plagued countries. Owing largely to fentanyl, more than 80,000 Americans died of overdoses last year, a sharp drop from preceding years but still considerably more than the number of U.S. service members who died in the Vietnam War.
There's no guarantee Europe will manage indefinitely to stave off the scourge of synthetics, which are 50 times more powerful than old-school opioids such as heroin that dominate most of the continent's market. Some European health experts warn that signs might already be emerging of a gradual epidemic.
Much of Europe's cheap heroin originated with poppy grown in Afghanistan, where the Taliban banned all cultivation and processing in 2022 and raided hundreds of processing labs. With that supply drying up, Europe's drug distributors might already have started making up the shortage by adding or substituting synthetics such as fentanyl. Two years ago, Antony Blinken, then the U.S. secretary of state, warned that fentanyl would broaden its reach into Europe, if it hadn't already.
Still, Europe has systemic defenses that don't exist in the U.S. They have helped keep the epidemic at bay and might mitigate its impact even as synthetics become more widely available.
Critically, they include universal, cheap and generally high-quality health care, which has been broadly effective in treating suffering patients so they don't resort to opioids to alleviate pain.
Even as the U.S. health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., is urging draconian cuts to federal health programs, including those providing addiction treatment, few European politicians would dare propose similar reductions. And European doctors are wary of replicating the cavalier prescription of opioids that turbocharged the U.S. epidemic.
Europe is routinely vilified by conservatives for its allegedly bloated welfare states, and their sclerotic effect on the continent's slow-growing major economies. And it's true that France, Italy, Germany, Spain and other European countries devote much higher shares of their total output than the U.S. does on public social spending, especially health care and pensions.
Whether Europe's model is sustainable is a fair question, and an urgent one, given the continent's race to rearm in the face of Russia's mounting security threat. But that model has also produced gentler, more humane, healthier societies that enjoy longer life expectancies, smaller wealth discrepancies, less violence and substantially lower levels of drug-related deaths.
There is no European equivalent to the scale of Kensington's suffering. That should be food for thought for Americans.
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The 'Original Sin' wasn't Biden's. It was the media's.
Suddenly, reporters are interested in Biden's decline while in office. Where were they at the time?
By Marc Thiessen | 2025-05-22

President Joe Biden speaks with CNN moderators Jake Tapper and Dana Bash after debating Donald Trump in Atlanta on June 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In the wake of Joe Biden's cancer diagnosis, the debate over his mental decline in office "should be more muted and set aside," Democratic strategist David Axelrod suggests. The opposite is true. It is now clearer than ever that Biden was in no condition, either mentally or physically, to serve a second term. And the time has come to hold those who misled to the American people about his fitness for office to account -- not just in the White House but in the media, too.
It was clear even before his 2020 election that Biden was mentally diminished. During the 2020 campaign, he fumbled the words of the Declaration of Independence; misstated what office he was running for; mistook Super Tuesday for "Super Thursday"; declared "poor kids are just as bright and just as talented as White kids"; and claimed to have worked with Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping (who died in 1997) on the 2015 Paris climate accord, among countless other mental lapses.
And almost from outset of his presidency, Americans began to realize that Biden was suffering from cognitive decline. In November 2021 -- after just 10 months of watching him in action -- a 48 percent plurality said Biden was not "mentally fit" for office. By June 2023, a year before his disastrous presidential debate performance, the share of Americans who said they had concerns about Biden's mental and physical health had risen to 68 percent. Yet virtually every news organization in the country downplayed, ignored or helped the White House minimize one of the biggest stories in modern presidential history: that the commander in chief was increasingly non compos mentis.
One of the worst offenders was CNN's Jake Tapper. He accused those who voiced concern about Biden's cognitive decline of "mocking his stutter" and spreading Russian disinformation. Tapper insisted Biden was "sharp" mentally and "not the way he is caricatured on Fox." When Rep. Dean Phillips (D-Minnesota) dared to question Biden's age, mental fitness and ability to lead, Tapper attacked him, asking "how seriously can anyone take" his accusations. Now, Tapper has the chutzpah to publish a book, "Original Sin: President Biden's Decline, Its Cover-Up, and His Disastrous Choice to Run Again," in which he unironically investigates the very cover-up he helped perpetuate.
The only reporters to extensively investigate Biden's mental fitness before his debate fiasco were the Wall Street Journal's Annie Linskey and Siobhan Hughes, who produced a rock-solid report on Biden's cognitive decline. That didn't stop many of their fellow journalists from joining the White House in attacking their reporting. CNN's Oliver Darcy wrote that their article played into "a GOP-propelled narrative that the 81-year-old president lacks the fitness to hold the nation's highest office" and had "glaring problems" because the on-the-record sources were mostly Republicans. "The Wall Street Journal owes its readers -- and the public -- better," Darcy declared.
Actually, it is Darcy, Tapper and all the other reporters who should have covered this story but didn't who owe the public better. Every other news organization ought to be asking itself a simple question: Why didn't we report that story?
The answer, as former New York Times executive editor Jill Abramson explained in Semafor, is that "the story was reportable" but "too many journalists didn't try to get the story because they did not want to be accused of helping elect Donald Trump," adding, "I get that. But this is no excuse for abandoning our first duty, which is to report the truth and hold power accountable."
Sorry, I don't get that. Reporters didn't care whether exposing Watergate or the Monica Lewinsky scandal would hurt the president politically. The job of a free press is "to give the news impartially, without fear or favor," as the Times stated its principles -- in 1896.
But that is not what far too many journalists believe today. Seventy-six percent of Americans say the media should strive to give equal coverage to all sides of an issue, according to a 2022 Pew Research Center survey, but 55 percent of journalists disagree. The disdain for evenhanded reporting is even worse among younger reporters, 63 percent of whom say varying sides do not deserve equal coverage, as do 69 percent of journalists who say their outlet's audience leans left.
This growing disregard for objectivity is destroying public trust in the media. According to the 2025 Edelman Trust Barometer, 70 percent of people believe "journalists and reporters purposely mislead people by saying things they know are false or gross exaggerations."
Perhaps that is because, over the past several years, they watched as many in the media pushed the discredited, Hillary Clinton-campaign-funded Steele dossier; breathlessly reported false allegations that Trump had colluded with Russia to steal the 2016 election (only to learn from the Mueller report that it was little more than a conspiracy theory); suppressed the Hunter Biden laptop story as Russian disinformation; and then aided the cover-up of Joe Biden's cognitive decline -- until his disastrous debate performance made it undeniable (and a political liability for Democrats).
For many, an unmistakable pattern has emerged: Whenever Trump is on the ballot, the media colors its reporting to hurt him and favor his opponent.
And now Americans are watching with deep skepticism as the same reporters who dismissed Biden's mental decline are suddenly asking tough questions about it -- and making excuses for their failure to cover it. Sorry, Biden's mental decline was obvious for years, and the reporters covering the president knew it. They just could not bring themselves to report a story that might help Trump. How will this profession recover its reputation? The first step to recovery is admitting you have a problem.
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Liz Truss: Elites killed my pro-growth agenda. Trump can't let them stop his.
The White House's proposed tax cuts, tariffs and spending reforms are showing the West the way forward. 
By Liz Truss | 2025-05-22

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent listens as President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office at the White House on April 9. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Liz Truss was prime minister of Britain.
President Donald Trump and Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent have a herculean task ahead of them in turning around the U.S. economy and gripping the deep state that has promoted managed decline. But it is vital that they succeed.
If they were not taking the actions they now are on tariffs, the U.S. economy would remain on course to be eclipsed by China, with other Western economies also dwindling in its wake -- and our security with it.
Allowing China to join the World Trade Organization in 2001, and then break all the rules, was a massive mistake. Only drastic action can remedy this. It is also important that the U.S. take appropriate action on other nations -- otherwise China would simply be able to circumvent the tariffs.
Trump and Bessent must also stay the course on squeezing the government, cutting taxes and getting rid of all the regulations holding America back. In doing this, they don't just hold the future of the U.S. in their hands -- but also that of its Western allies that are waiting to see how the Trump administration's policies work out. For this should also be the opportunity for Western Europe to break free.
Over recent decades -- in particular after the Great Recession and the covid pandemic -- America and other Western nations built up huge amounts of debt. In the U.S. and Britain, general government debt as a proportion of gross domestic product has more than doubled since the turn of the millennium, passing 100 percent in both countries.
Yet, the modern Keynesian economic orthodoxy that has been in vogue since the 1990s and promoted by institutions such as the World Economic Forum and the European Union had no way of dealing with this. Instead, its advocates resorted to money printing, more government intervention -- claiming that diversity, equity and inclusion programs and reducing fossil fuel use was going to generate growth -- and stimulus policies such as the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA).
When these actions inevitably reduced growth and created inflation, they looked to raise taxes to make up the difference. If you want to know what the future holds for nations pursuing these terrible policies, check out Western Europe, which has been stagnant for over a decade. Extraordinarily, Britain's leftist government and the E.U. have just done a deal tightening this death grip.
Bessent is right that the only way out of this sort of doom loop, which the United States was also in danger of entering, is to grow the economy -- and, in particular, to grow the economy faster than the size of state. This is how you bring down the ratio of debt to GDP over time -- it's basic math.
This is achieved by liberating the supply side of the economy: "drill, baby, drill," cut taxes, get rid of regulations, embrace bitcoin and unleash a spirit of enterprise. Securing trade deals will also help. It's what made our countries great, and it's what will make them great again.
Of course, public spending also has to be reined in. The work of the U.S. DOGE Service is important in reducing waste and increasing accountability, and President Joe Biden's excesses, such as the IRA, must be taken on. But public spending changes are not that fast if they are to be effective. For example, successfully reforming welfare to get more people into work takes time; an expanding private sector helps this.
I know what Trump is attempting to do won't be easy. Back in 2022 -- when I became British prime minister -- I sought to go for growth by taking on the economic orthodoxy that had presided over the United Kingdom's stagnation. I planned to rein in public spending by limiting rises in welfare while cutting the top rate of income tax and halting proposed rises in corporation tax. I reversed Britain's ban on fracking as a way of increasing our energy independence and reducing household energy bills (since U.K. energy prices are now four times higher than those enjoyed by our American cousins).

British Prime Minister Liz Truss attends a news conference in London on Oct. 14, 2022. (Daniel Leal/AP)


Yet, I faced a barrage of criticism from establishment economists who claimed that these actions would stoke inflation and increase the deficit. They overlooked the fact that inflation is a monetary phenomenon and had been created by too much money printing by the Bank of England. I also was blamed for the fallout of the Bank of England's failure to ensure financial stability in the pension market -- even as subsequent research by its own analysts found that two-thirds of the market spike we saw was down to them.
I wasn't targeted just by the usual British suspects, such as our Office for Budget Responsibility and the Financial Times, but by the entire Davos elite, from the International Monetary Fund to Biden himself. And just as they've tried to do with Trump, the naysayers pointed to short-term market reactions to bully policymakers out of securing long-term economic prosperity.
It's notable how silent my critics had been when previous -- and subsequent -- administrations in the U.K., U.S. and elsewhere pursued profligate spending programs. Their default setting is to applaud spending hikes, however unaffordable, but to lambast tax cuts, even when they raise more revenue and foster growth. It comes as no surprise that all their economic models have since proved to have been fundamentally wrong. And since they forced a reversal of my policies, the debt has gotten worse and the rates for U.K. government bonds have soared to even higher peaks.
The other factor hindering me was the fact that a significant element of the Conservative Party did not believe in conservative economic policy. They wanted net-zero emission targets, higher taxes and more money printing. They had already got rid of Boris Johnson with a view to installing the former Goldman Sachs banker Rishi Sunak. I got in the way of their plans. So, they stoked the narrative to depose me -- and having done so, and after failing to implement conservative policies, last year the party went down to its worst election defeat in modern history. Their losses were instructive: The White House should not be swayed by "allies" warning of political disaster if they make meaningful reform to benefits, remove climate giveaways and cut down on spending.
What I learned from my experience is the sheer power of the globalist economic establishment and its allies in the political arena. They will try to create divisions and promote a false narrative.
But Trump comes with a strong mandate to push his agenda through. He must be given maximum support in Congress. He must dismantle as much of the permanent bureaucracy as possible. And he must also act to take on the globalist economic establishment through alternative networks and forums to those employed by the very elite who have brought about so much ruin.
It will take a lot to defeat them, but they must be defeated to save the West.
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The folly of Trump's gulf states AI chip deals
The pacts will reshape the future of AI infrastructure -- and who will control it.
By Jim Secreto | 2025-05-22

President Donald Trump attends a business forum in Abu Dhabi on May 16. (Giuseppe Cacace/AFP/Getty Images)


Jim Secreto is a former senior official in the Biden Commerce and Treasury departments.
President Donald Trump's tech deals with the Persian Gulf states are recasting where the future of artificial intelligence will be built -- and who will control it. And that future might not favor the United States.
During his trip to the Middle East last week, Trump's administration announced plans for the United Arab Emirates to import hundreds of thousands of Nvidia's most advanced semiconductors. Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, is planning to deploy more than 18,000 AI chips in a new 500-megawatt data center. These state-backed projects promise world-class computing infrastructure, fueled by cheap energy, sovereign capital and direct access to U.S. technology.
But every data center that breaks ground in Abu Dhabi or Riyadh represents a missed opportunity to build that capacity in places such as Texas, Virginia or Ohio, where U.S. firms, workers, and communities are ready to compete if given the chance.
That's the real consequence of Trump's transactional diplomacy and decision to shift from the Biden-era AI diffusion rule, which restricted the export of advanced AI chips and models.
The rule was intended to protect national security, and sorted countries into tiers based on trust. But beneath its technical language was a broader strategic side effect: shaping the geography of global AI infrastructure. It treated compute, the raw processing power needed to train AI models, as a strategic asset -- and one that the U.S. should concentrate within its borders or those of trusted partners.
In practice, it was a quiet industrial policy -- a way of steering an estimated $2 trillion in projected AI data center investment toward U.S. soil. With the Commerce Department's repeal of the rule last week, that approach is now gone.
The logic, however, still holds. Compute is foundational. Whoever controls it shapes the future of innovation and power. But the market, left to itself, is rapidly moving offshore.
The push factors are well known. U.S. permitting is slow. Grid capacity is constrained. Energy demand for AI is insatiable. Goldman Sachs projects global data center energy demand will rise 165 percent by 2030, from 55 to 122 gigawatts. Hyperscalers such as Google, Microsoft and Oracle face challenges in building capacity domestically at the scale and speed needed to train the most advanced AI models.
At the same time, the pull factors abroad are increasingly hard to resist. The gulf states are offering not just capital but also national-level mobilization. U.S. hyperscalers don't just get a loan; they get land, power, subsidies -- and fast-track access to the compute capacity needed to train leading-edge AI models. And government-funded firms such as the Emirates' G42 and Saudi Arabia's Humain are moving fast and spending big to secure long-term roles in the global AI supply chain.
Emirati and Saudi officials aren't making these investments solely for investor returns. They're driven by their own industrial policies, seeking to diversify their economies away from oil and gas, and to leverage a foundational technology that will shape military, intelligence and economic capabilities for decades to come. And they're pairing access with promises: The White House announced that the UAE has pledged up to $2 trillion in U.S. investments across energy, semiconductors and manufacturing; Saudi Arabia has committed $600 billion in deals, including a $20 billion U.S. data center initiative via DataVolt.
Critics of Biden's AI policy had a fair point: Export restrictions alone won't stop China. To lead, the U.S. must outcompete. The tech sector is a crown jewel, and overregulation risks harming innovation.
Industry leaders warned that limiting access to U.S. chips would push countries away from America's tech ecosystem and toward China's digital Belt and Road Initiative. And if denied access to U.S. technologies, the gulf states -- allies the U.S. needs in the Middle East -- can turn to Chinese tech leaders such as Huawei, Tencent and ByteDance.
Those are  serious concerns. But removing any guardrails without an alternative in place creates a different kind of vulnerability: an open invitation to ship overseas the AI infrastructure the U.S. should be anchoring at home.
And, when that happens, what's lost isn't just national control, it's economic opportunity. AI data center buildouts do more than return capital. They can create jobs, drive demand for clean power and seed tech ecosystems beyond traditional coastal hubs. Letting that momentum shift to Abu Dhabi or Riyadh may help close a deal, but it sidelines an opportunity to strengthen America's long-term economic security.
There's still time to adjust. The Biden administration had already laid the groundwork for a more balanced approach with a late-term executive order aimed at streamlining permitting and accelerating U.S. AI infrastructure. The Trump administration should build on that foundation. That means protecting U.S. tech leadership while accelerating domestic data center development -- not just deregulation and overseas dealmaking.
Export controls aren't enough. But neither is outsourcing to the highest bidder the most critical infrastructure of the 21st century.
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The end of writing and reading will be the end of freedom     
Why graduation season is so heartening to me.
By Nicole Krauss | 2025-05-22
Nicole Krauss is a novelist and a 2025 Guggenheim fellow.
For the past year I've lived away from my home in America, in Rome, among the achievements and the ruins of 3,000 years. It's made me deeply aware of the long arc of history, which saw the rise and fall of almost everything: democracies and dictators, gods and humans, war and peace, that which was feared, and that which was loved and cherished. And though the countless crossroads people arrived at in history, arguing about which way to go, may have since faded into the indelible road chosen, I'm also acutely aware that we now stand at another. That the direction we choose will determine not only our children's future, but the future of what it will mean to be human -- and the conditions under which human life will unfold.
Whether the still-relatively young values of liberalism will survive, whether reading and writing will continue to be the underpinnings of culture, whether the constructs and algorithms of AI will replace the freedoms of selfhood, whether we will dominate and destroy nature, or salvage and protect it: We now stand before these questions. Stand and, I hope, pause. For in the stillness of that pause, the lessons of history sometimes speak to us.
Lately, I've found such a lesson in the history of my own people. In the 5th century B.C., when the Jews in exile in Babylon were allowed to return to Jerusalem, they were called upon to rebuild themselves, their city and their lives in their homeland. In exile, without a land or a Temple, the Jews wrote and transcribed the Torah. The opportunity to return to reconstruct their home and rebuild the Temple raised a vital question: What kind of people are we going to be?
The synoptic Books of Ezra and Nehemiah are two accounts of that return and its essential question. Ezra, a priest, laments the moral and spiritual decline of the newly reestablished community, and calls for religious reforms and priestly leadership. But it is in Nehemiah that we read of something truly extraordinary: the first record of the Torah being read in public. Ezra brought the scroll out and read from it "facing the square before the Water Gate, from the first light until midday, to the men and the women and those who could understand; the ears of all the people were given to the scroll of the Torah. ... They read from [it], translating it and giving the sense; so they understood the reading."
It is impossible to exaggerate how momentous this moment was. At perhaps the greatest juncture the Jews have ever faced, the Temple was replaced by Torah. Sacrifice was replaced by reading, teaching and study. And Judaism was made independent of place and became portable, ensuring its survival to this day.
Dayenu, as we say. But there is even more to those astounding lines in Nehemiah than the choice of Torah over Temple. What we find is a radical step toward democratization: toward the democratic ideals that generations of later Jews would not only embrace but die without, and also die to create -- and whose present endangerment many are now protesting in the streets and squares of their cities and countries. In those few lines of Nehemiah, we find a rejection of a hierarchical system based on hereditary power in the hands of the few, toward the town square, where all men and women are offered the chance to participate, to listen, learn and understand the teachings for themselves. It might be argued that from that day on, all that is required to live as a Jew are words. No more, and no less.
I am a writer in a long line of writers, among my people and all people who have been writing these last few thousand years. And I write, just as I read, because I believe that in the realm of literature we are, each of us, free. Free to imagine, to invent, to change our minds, to travel through time, across space, to feel and experience the full breadth of ourselves, and to do what I don't believe can be done in any other realm, medium, or dimension: to step into the mind of another. Feel what it is to live inside another and, in the process, enlarge ourselves beyond the borders of selfhood, into the vaster fields of mutual understanding and empathy. As such, literature is fundamentally democratic but for one major caveat: To access its freedoms, we must be taught to read, value and engage with literature.
At the crossroads where we now stand, among the many other things at stake, is the future of reading, writing and literature, and all of the expansive freedom it has afforded us.
In my lifetime, I have watched the demolition of the capacity to read and engage with books. Not just of our children, who have been the unwitting guinea pigs of growing up inside of a cellphone, but among all of us human beings. We have lost not just our ability to concentrate on deciphering long passages of written language; we have, I believe, begun to lose our attachment to the meaning of words and sentences, which we once trusted to carry the precious freight of communicating who we are -- to ourselves and to each other. The blatantly, proudly senseless speech of our current leaders is not the cause, it is merely the most extravagant example of what happens when an entire culture -- increasingly, the monoculture of the world -- gives up on, and ceases to be capable of, the struggle to funnel meaning into language -- to translate themselves, their thoughts, and their ideas into words that others can read and share. Writing and reading are not effortless. But, without that effort, we will slide deeper and deeper into inchoateness, darkness, violence, diminished freedom for all and a diminished state of human being.
This month, hundreds of thousands of students are graduating across the United States, from colleges and universities where it is the lifework of countless professors to ensure they have access to the freedom that comes with becoming a reader, being able to write for oneself, and partake in a culture of literature and ideas. Which, to me, is deeply heartening.
And I do believe that history is long, and that where there is destruction, there is also the potential for tikkun, for repair. For thousands of years, we have been finding words for ourselves, we have been writing our own story, and in the process have done something far more radical than expressed ourselves: We have invented ourselves. We have asked the essential question: Who are we, and what kind of people do we want to be? And it is, I believe, only as readers and writers, only as people educated in the bonding of language and meaning, that we have any hope of rising to the occasion of an answer.
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FDA's new approach to covid vaccines could have been way worse
Older adults can continue getting covid boosters, but not everyone who wants them can.
By Leana Wen | 2025-05-21

A man receives a coronavirus vaccine at a free distribution site in Los Angeles on Jan. 7, 2022. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
When I heard that the Food and Drug Administration was announcing a new framework for coronavirus vaccine approval, I expected the worst. After all, the FDA answers to Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who has called the coronavirus shots the "deadliest vaccine ever made." Kennedy recently said he wants placebo testing for all new vaccines, stoking fear that this requirement would apply to updated covid shots and hinder their availability this fall.
The framework, unveiled on Tuesday in a New England Journal of Medicine article co-authored by FDA commissioner Marty Makary and center director Vinay Prasad, is decidedly better than my worst fears. It preserves vaccine access for people most vulnerable to covid-19. However, it takes away the freedom of other groups to choose to protect themselves  and raises questions about how available these shots will be going forward.
The most important part of the FDA's announcement is that the agency is expected to continue approving boosters for people 65 and older based on immune response data. This is terrific news; it means manufacturers won't have to conduct time- and resource-intensive randomized controlled trials when new variants arise. This alleviates my concern that there will be long delays that will leave the most vulnerable Americans unprotected.
Older adults should also be able to continue getting covid boosters. This is a group that clearly benefits from added protection. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that adults 65 and older now account for 68 percent of all covid-associated hospitalizations and, between September 2023 and August 2024, nearly 90 percent of all deaths.
The framework also allows the vaccine to be available to everyone 6 months and older with at least one medical condition that elevates their risk of severe disease. The CDC includes such a broad list of conditions -- including obesity, physical inactivity, pregnancy, smoking history and depression -- that most Americans would probably quality for the booster.
Narrowing the covid booster recommendation was something the CDC was already considering. As I wrote previously, a targeted approach to coronavirus shots is grounded in evidence and can help to focus resources on high-risk populations. As Makary and Prasad pointed out, such a change would also align the United States with peer countries, most of which have already adopted similar restrictions.
There is, however, a big difference between the CDC targeting booster recommendations and the FDA limiting the vaccine's availability. I worry that people who fall outside of the high-risk groups who want additional protection will no longer be able to access it.
Two specific groups come to mind. First, while it is true that healthy children are at very low risk for severe illness due to covid, very young children are at elevated risk. The CDC estimates that among children younger than 5, the rate of covid-associated hospitalizations is comparable to that of the flu. Moreover, about 40 percent of children admitted to the intensive care unit with covid have no underlying medical conditions. The uptake of coronavirus vaccines in children is admittedly very low; less than 10 percent of kids under 12 have received the 2024-2025 version. But some parents will want to give their kids added protection; now, they won't be able to do so.
Second, some people seek the covid shot not so much to protect themselves but to reduce risk to others. For years, I have been warning that this is not the best rationale because the primary benefit of the shot is reducing severe illness; protection against infection and therefore transmission is limited and wanes quickly. But I have also heard from readers with specific circumstances for which even a small, temporary reduction in risk is worthwhile -- for instance, someone whose spouse just received an organ transplant. An administration that endorses "medical freedom" and eschews "one-size-fits-all" approaches should be giving more choices, not removing them.
Makary and Prasad attempted to address these concerns by arguing that manufacturers can run trials for specific groups such as young children and relatives of immunocompromised people. They also leave the door open for broader vaccine approval. The catch, though, is that manufacturers must conduct new placebo-controlled trials that show improved outcomes for at least six months. Studies of this length with a big enough sample size will almost certainly be prohibitively expensive. I doubt manufacturers will find it feasible to pursue them.
FDA advisers are set to meet this week to discuss which strain of the coronavirus the fall vaccine should target. The CDC also has an upcoming meeting to hash out its recommendations. I hope these federal agencies reaffirm the critical importance of protecting the most vulnerable, while also preserving the choice of protection to those who seek it.
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Congress is whistling past the downgrade
The House Republicans' massive tax and spending might ruin America's finances.
By Editorial Board | 2025-05-22

Anthony Wright, executive director of Families USA, attends a House Budget Committee hearing on Sunday. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


In April, financial markets went into a tailspin in response to President Donald Trump's "Liberation Day" tariffs. This week, investors soured on his proposed fiscal policy, after Moody's became the last of the big three agencies to downgrade America's credit rating. The stock market, the dollar and Treasury bonds sold off again, pushing the yield on 30-year Treasurys above 5 percent on Wednesday.
Yet, even as alarm bells ring, Trump and his supporters in the House Republican caucus are pushing to expand the country's budget deficit by $2.3 trillion over 10 years, according to the latest scoring by the Congressional Budget Office (and by $3.3 trillion according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget, or CRFB). America cannot afford this.
Republicans intend not only to extend the tax cuts that Congress passed in 2017 but also to add in costly promises that Trump made on the 2024 campaign trail. These include removing taxes on income from tips and overtime, exempting from taxes interest payments on car loans and a new tax deduction for seniors. In addition, blue-state Republicans are demanding an expansion of the federal tax deduction for state and local taxes, known as SALT, something that would cost hundreds of billions of dollars over a decade. The package also contains new spending, including hundreds of billions to harden the border and to capture and expel millions of immigrants living unlawfully in the United States.
The federal government already owes the public some $29 trillion -- an amount just about equivalent to the nation's gross domestic product, which is near the high-water mark recorded at the end of World War II. The House Republicans' One Big Beautiful Bill would add to this debt trillions more, potentially increasing it by 2034 to an unprecedented 129 percent of GDP, according to the CRFB, if temporary tax cuts in the new legislation are extended before they expire.
The assertion that tax cuts pay for themselves by turbocharging economic growth has proved wrong so many times since it was first jotted on a napkin in the 1970s, it has come to sound cynical. Some of the most recent research has found that lowering the corporate tax rate in 2017 encouraged some investment, but its modest impact on growth was swamped by lost tax revenue.
Equally hollow is Republicans' complementary argument: that much of the legislation's cost can be paid by cutting health and nutrition assistance to the poor. Demands from conservative Republicans to cut health spending faster would not close the hole. Whether tariffs can make up the shortfall is impossible to know, because the president keeps changing the tariff rates. But it is worth noting that, since the 1960s, tariff revenue has rarely risen above 0.3 percent of GDP.
Republicans are poised to deliver a package that stands to widen both the budget deficit and trade deficit -- which will expand as foreign money is drawn to fund America's budgetary hole. The federal government would need to increase borrowing, and this, in turn, would raise interest rates, crowding out private investment and putting a substantial drag on the economy. The United States does need tax reform -- but it should be designed to make the system simpler and fairer. Most crucially, taxes should cover whatever spending Congress approves.
This is difficult but not impossible. As the CRFB has pointed out, many tax breaks could be pared back or eliminated to square the circle, including the SALT deduction for businesses and individuals. The government also could work harder to bring in all the money that taxpayers owe. (The CRFB estimates that the government will collect $7 trillion less than it is due over the coming decade.)
Reducing America's fiscal deficit, or at least keeping it from increasing above current levels, must be a top economic priority. If congressional Republicans cannot agree on spending that holds the line, they will have no honorable choice but to allow some of the 2017 tax cuts to expire. At stake are America's solvency and its now-endangered reputation as the bulwark of the world economy.
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Nothing should stop the soul-searching over the Biden cover-up
Plus: The Jeffrey Epstein conspiracy. Slow-going turtles.
By Drew Goins | 2025-05-21
In today's edition:

President Joe Biden speaks at a Democratic National Committee event in Oxon Hill on Sept. 8, 2022. (Alex Brandon/AP)


It is awful, just awful, that former president Joe Biden has been diagnosed with aggressive prostate cancer. The Editorial Board wishes him successful treatment, and Megan McArdle, who watched her grandfather slowly die of the same disease, sends all her sympathy.
Neither says the diagnosis should spare Biden a reckoning over his cognitive decline as president. Dropping that conversation would be a disservice to the presidency.
As the board writes, "the U.S. presidency is the biggest, most taxing job there is, demanding an almost superhuman level of basic intelligence, clear thinking and wisdom." The editorial plucks details from Jake Tapper and Alex Thompson's new book on Biden's deterioration that make clear he could not meet most of those standards. The board challenges Congress to overcome the delicate partisan nature of this crisis to come up with a sensible standard for testing presidents' mental acuity alongside their physical health.
Megan calls for "deep institutional soul-searching ... in many quarters." She read the Tapper and Thompson book, too, and concluded that White House staffers' insulation of Biden and cover-up of his condition qualified as a "near-treasonous dereliction of duty to their country."
But the media is one of those "many quarters," too, Megan says, because it failed disastrously on picking up the story -- not dropping the ball so much as flinging "it down with great vigor, even as video evidence of the president's incapacity kept handing it back to us."
Chaser: Megan mentions her 2022 column that only tentatively raised questions about Biden's capacity. You can read it here.

goins (The Washington Post)


From Dana Milbank's column on rediscovering our connection to nature by, well, slowing down.
He recently spent some time alongside scientists tracking Roxy (or Turtle 4004 if you're feeling formal) to learn more about when and why turtles move, so as to help us humans know when to be on the lookout for the slowpokes as we speed by in a car or riding lawn mower. Just a little bit better-informed care could make a huge difference in turtle species' survival, the scientists told Dana.
Telemetry, or the tracking of critters' movements via technology, holds tons of promise across the animal kingdom, Dana explains, especially as ecologists recognize that humans have irreversibly changed the environment and the best, most realistic goal is to minimize damage, not eliminate it.
It's the rare nature column that praises newfangled technology, from the plant identification apps on Dana's phone to a kestrel's very cute GPS backpack. Tech broke our connection to nature, Dana writes, but it can also "put people -- even rubes like me with no scientific expertise -- in touch ... in ways we never before have been."
There's a great tweet that appeared during Donald Trump's 2015 run for president that goes, "'I never thought leopards would eat MY face,' sobs woman who voted for the Leopards Eating People's Faces Party."
The leopards came this week for Dan Bongino, the longtime conspiracy theorist who is now deputy director of the FBI.
During his years as a podcaster, Bongino fanned the flames of the theory that Jeffrey Epstein's prison death was murder, not suicide; as a G-man, he said in a Sunday interview that the theory is totally wrong. The way so many MAGA faithful swiftly turned on him, Philip Bump writes, is terribly predictable. In his column, Philip explains how the creators of a Trumpworld built on rumors and lies have become trapped in their own webs of deception.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Faced with reckoning,
A fearful, guilty party
Tucks into its shell
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The 2024 election was even weirder than we thought
An expansive new report challenges early theories about how Donald Trump won.
By Lakshya Jain | 2025-05-21

Republican candidate Donald Trump and Democratic candidate Kamala Harris during their presidential debate, at National Constitution Center in Philadelphia on Sept. 10, 2024. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Lakshya Jain is a partner at Split Ticket, an election data analysis firm.
If you're sick of looking back at the 2024 election, I'm sorry. If you want a story that changes your perception of the entire contest and is not about President Joe Biden's age,  though, then I have news for you.
The occasion for this look back is the release of an analysis of the presidential vote by Catalist, a Democratic  research firm whose polling and data work are closely watched by election junkies across the political spectrum.
Immediately after most elections, analysts begin poring over exit polls in an effort to understand and explain what really happened, especially with demographic groups along axes such as  gender, race and education. But though exit polls are directionally useful, they can suffer from many of the classic issues that plague pre-election surveys -- for instance, incorrect weighting, response bias and small sample sizes for certain subgroups, all of which can skew estimates to the point where they might show counterintuitive and misleading numbers. Moreover, errors can differ and even cascade across multiple cycles, meaning that comparing exit polls across the years becomes an exercise fraught with danger.
This is where Catalist's estimates, which blend complex voter file modeling with large-scale survey data, provide a major boost. Though no one study is perfect, its estimates are considered much more reliable and stable than exit poll cross tabs are -- and they illustrate what really happened in 2024 in greater detail than ever before, with findings that often cut against what exit polls found last November.
Lots of reporting before November focused on a widening gender gap in many polls leading up to the first presidential election after Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization. This is why AP VoteCast's initial estimates came as a surprise, as they implied the gender gap remained stable in 2024, and that Donald Trump drew a roughly equal amount of additional support over 2020 from men and women. Catalist, however, suggests that these numbers were extremely off base, and that Trump's gains were concentrated almost entirely among men: Though he gained just two points of ground with women, he gained nearly 11 points with men, widening the gender divide by 9 percent on margin. This marks its sharpest increase in at least the past decade of U.S. politics.
Another post-election exit poll statistic that many found notable was the continued leftward march of White, college-educated voters, which AP VoteCast found to be the only major racial subgroup shifting left. This reinforced existing fears among Democrats that they were increasingly appealing to educated White voters with their policies and message at the exclusion of other groups.
This is where Catalist's findings yield perhaps their biggest surprise: White, college-educated voters shifted to the right, and by significantly more than White, noncollege voters did.  In fact, Kamala Harris barely underperformed Biden with White, noncollege voters, which raises a whole new set of questions about where the party goes from here.
In a similar vein, initial exit polls estimated that Democrats lost a comparable percentage of the vote among rural and urban voters. This contradicted a basic, county-level glance at the results, which saw Democrats crater in Queens, Los Angeles, Miami, Detroit and many other major metropolitan areas. Not surprisingly, Catalist agrees: In fact, it estimates that Democrats lost 11 points of ground in urban areas, compared with just six points of margin in rural parts of the country.
In the aforementioned cases (and, indeed, with almost all of the major demographic groups in the electorate), the debate is over how much, not if, Democrats lost ground in 2024. Yet there is one extremely notable group with whom Catalist estimates the party gained ground: "super voters."
Among Americans who voted in each of the past four elections before the presidential cycle, Harris actually outperformed Biden by 1 percent in margin. And though some of this, as Catalist notes, is compositional (Biden's "super voters" participated in the Republican-leaning 2014 midterms, while Harris's participated in the more neutral 2022), it also lines up with precinct data, which suggests that the most engaged voters swung toward Democrats.
This might not be of much comfort to Democrats, considering that all votes are equal and they lost the election either way. But the irregular voters are irregular for a reason: They are far less likely to vote in midterm elections. And for the Democratic Party, that means they might not need to change much  to win in 2026 -- simply appealing to the voters they already have might be enough to take back the House, because many of the voters that Republicans have gained with are unlikely to show up in midterm years.
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Connolly built the trail to post-Trump progress. Who will hike it?
Gerry Connolly, who advocated for federal workers, always believed government could do big things.
By Marc Fisher | 2025-05-21

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia) speaks during a joint hearing on April 19, 2023, in Washington. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


The largest structure in downtown Washington is a huge government building named for Ronald Reagan, which would be a heck of a joke except that it's true: The man who won the presidency by crusading against government bloat is memorialized with a hulking symbol of public largesse, a nearly billion-dollar pile of limestone housing a slew of government agencies.
Gerry Connolly, the congressman from Northern Virginia who died Wednesday, lived long enough to see his name attached to a public project, too. It's a hiking trail, more than 40 miles across Fairfax County, through rural, suburban and urban patches, and it's as beloved as the Reagan Building is derided. The Gerry Connolly Cross County Trail couldn't be a more apt recognition of its namesake.
Connolly, then chairman of the Fairfax board of supervisors, played a vital role in making the trail a reality. The project was a prototypical example of what makes government at once so frustrating and so flush with potential. It took years to negotiate all the property transfers and right-of-way agreements, to haggle with landowners and government authorities of every stripe, but with Connolly's consistent support, it is now possible to hike from Great Falls on the Potomac River to the Prince William County line at the Occoquan River.
The trail is only the most visible sign of Connolly's contribution to quality of life in Virginia's population center. He pushed for and won a campaign to reserve 10 percent of Fairfax's land as parks. He was the legislative engine behind the expansion of Washington's Metro train system, which generated massive development around its stations through the Dulles Corridor and the Tysons section of Fairfax.
In 2008, in his first congressional bid, he flipped a Republican House seat, cementing Northern Virginia's transformation into a Democratic stronghold. He quickly became the de facto congressman representing all federal workers, a steadfast advocate for their benefits and pay, but also a vocal defender of the work they do, even as the Republican Party turned them into the butt of so many barbs.
It would not be right to argue that Connolly's career stretched back to a time when government workers were universally respected. No, "We're from the government; we're here to help" has been a laugh line at least since Reagan won the presidency by painting public servants as the bogeyman.
But Connolly did manage through his decades in politics to maintain his belief that the public sector could make life better. He was, as his opponents loudly complained, very much aligned with public workers unions, and he saw no shame in that.
To the contrary, he pointed to Metro's Silver Line -- still something of a boondoggle, but a great idea that could yet turn out to be the engine of growth Connolly promised it would become -- and the Mosaic District and a thick catalogue of parks and libraries and community centers as proof that government could still work.
In Fairfax, with its remarkable concentration of people with advanced degrees, the idea that government can be good was a relatively easy sell. Lots of voters appreciated Connolly's mastery of the bureaucracy; he could speak zoning and talk tax policy with the best of the county's suburban activists.
His critics said he was just one more pol -- a Bostonian transplanted to the Virginia burbs but still burdened by a big-city political machine mentality. Indeed, about two decades ago, he got himself in hot water by accepting a job from the family that ran the leading commercial development company in Tysons -- a conflict that made even loyal supporters cringe. The county attorney issued an opinion clearing Connolly of any conflict, but it surely wasn't a good look.
By the time Connolly advanced to Congress, however, he had won a reputation as the kind of policy wonk who tends to excel in Virginia elections. He became a rare congressional specimen whose personal net worth declined while he was in office.
He fit right in with the tradition set by Sens. Mark R. Warner, Tim Kaine and John Warner and longtime House members Tom Davis (whom Connolly succeeded) and Frank Wolf. These were loyal institutionalists, the kinds of public servants who seem today like throwbacks to a less cynical time.
Connolly died on the same day that some Trumpers called for outlawing public-sector unions. He died still believing that resistance against Donald Trump's lawlessness would ultimately prevail.
In 2017, when Trump was just beginning to stumble through the job he could never be bothered to master, Democrats won big in Virginia's elections, the first since Trump became president. Connolly warned Trump and the Republicans then to "be afraid, be very afraid. Something is coming. There will be a day of reckoning."
Eight years later, another Virginia election looms, another opportunity for voters to issue a second opinion on all things Trump. Connolly, if he were still around, would project confidence that the institutions would hold, that voters would ultimately spurn the sensational and reject the chaos.
Two days before he died, there was Connolly, in the Congressional Record, protesting the firing of the librarian of Congress, denouncing as a "national disgrace" Trump's "attempts to censor our history [and] bend our culture to his will." Two days before he died, Connolly introduced a bill in the House, H.R. 3490, which would "require the Government Accountability Office to produce a report on esophageal cancer," which he was diagnosed with.
To his very end, the man believed people could band together and make things better. He built a trail to get us there. Whether enough people use it remains to be seen.
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How many Trump supporters pretend to believe what he says? I answered your questions.
Philip's live chat with readers started at 1 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Read the transcript.
By Philip Bump | 2025-05-21
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There are plenty of awful people in the Hall of Fame. Let Pete Rose in.
The MLB commissioner has opened to door. But do these players deserve a place?
By Letters to the Editor | 2025-05-21
Sally Jenkins did a disservice to Pete Rose in her May 15 Sports column "Manfred joins Rose, Jackson as disgraces to baseball."
I went to a Rookie of the Year banquet for Rose in 1963 with my father. I grew up in the southern Ohio area listening to the Cincinnati Reds game on the radio nearly every evening.
As a kid of the 1960s and early 1970s, my friends and I played baseball from early spring until fall, and many of us were strongly inspired by the work ethic that Rose displayed. He was never the most talented player in Major League Baseball, but he rose to his level of excellence through hard work. That hard work resulted in the many MLB records that he holds.
It is true that he was gambling on not only the MLB but also on his own team. But I think it's important to acknowledge that Rose has said he never bet against his own team. There was not a risk that he was throwing a game to make a gambling profit.
If he had been confirmed to be betting against his own team, that would be a more serious issue. But that was not something that any of his critics ever proved.
Rose made contributions not only to baseball but also to the millions of kids who he inspired. He deserves a place in the Hall of Fame.
Kurt Herminghausen, Farmersville, Ohio
The principled Sports column by Sally Jenkins on May 15 was absolutely right -- and a much-needed response to what she accurately calls "the ongoing American war on basic decency."
The Major League Baseball commissioner's decision to reinstate the eligibility of disgraced former players for the baseball Hall of Fame is itself a disgrace.
Though Jenkins does not point out the other leaders of this ongoing war on basic decency, they are easily identified as the prominent politicians and billionaires who have an outsize voice in our government.
These leaders are actively trying to replace the rule of law with a system based on money, power, favors and influence.
Jenkins, on the other hand, consistently stands up for strong principles.
Dave Gribble, Haymarket
Sally Jenkins was dead wrong in her May 15 Sports column when she labeled Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred as "weak" for lifting the lifetime ban on Pete Rose, "Shoeless" Joe Jackson and other deceased players. Manfred showed great courage with his decision to reinstate 17 MLB players, making them eligible for Hall of Fame consideration, which was sure to be controversial and fiercely debated.
Among all the others affected by this decision, Rose has the strongest case for inclusion in the Hall of Fame. Rose has the record for the most hits (4,256) and three other batting records: at-bats (14,053), plate appearances (15,890) and singles (3,215). He also was a 17-time All-Star, won three World Series trophies as well as a league MVP and a Rookie of the Year award. Rose also holds the record for most games played (3,562) and has a lifetime batting average of .303.
Jenkins argued that Rose was a bad person unworthy of enshrinement. She called him a "rotter," or a thoroughly objectionable person. But let's be honest, there are many scoundrels already in the Hall of Fame. The real reason for Rose's ban from baseball had nothing to do with his character. His transgression was gambling on baseball games while he played for and managed the Cincinnati Reds -- he bet on his team to win. I am sure that Manfred recognized the unfairness of banning a player for gambling when, this year alone, MLB is expected to earn $235 million from sports-betting partnerships.
Enough said. Put Rose in the Hall of Fame.
Craig W. Floyd, Alexandria
Sally Jenkins's May 15 Sports column put it perfectly. Rob Manfred has proved to be an embarrassment to baseball. Not only did the Major League Baseball commissioner bow to President Donald Trump and reinstate players such as Pete Rose and "Shoeless" Joe Jackson to the MLB, but he also sent the message for every future ballplayer, manager and coach that it's okay to bet on your sport. This message is made even worse in the context of MLB's embrace of the sports-betting boom.
Young kids might soon visit Cooperstown, see the 17 disgraced players who are now eligible for inclusion in baseball's Hall of Fame, and say they want to be like them.
Howard Pedolsky, Rockville
I looked forward to reading Sally Jenkins's May 15 Sports column, "Manfred joins Rose, Jackson as disgraces to baseball," on MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred's decision to lift the Major League Baseball ineligibilities -- and thus Hall of Fame bans -- on Pete Rose and 16 other deceased players. But this being The Post, where columnists seem to feel compelled to inject partisan politics into almost everything, even in Dana Milbank's March 14 Friday Opinion column, "This is the most adorable creature you might never see," about the reproductive cycle of the spotted salamander, I wondered how long it would take her to blame President Donald Trump. Turns out, not very long.
As I flipped from the front page of the Sports section to D5, there it was in the second full paragraph: "Of course, the dead men required the aid of a weak living commissioner, Manfred, who -- shortly after a conversation with Rose's pal President Donald Trump -- suddenly reversed himself on all he had previously written and believed."
Jenkins made a powerful case for keeping the bans in place. Bringing Trump into it added nothing to that argument.
Joseph A. Capone, Oakton
Pete Rose has officially been taken off Major League Baseball's permanently ineligible list. The all-time hits leader was banned from the game of baseball on Aug. 24, 1989, after an investigation revealed that the longtime Cincinnati Reds star had placed bets while playing for and managing the team. Now, he will be posthumously eligible to be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame starting in 2028.
He deserves to be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame because he was one of the greatest MLB players of all time.
Paul Bacon, Hallandale Beach, Florida
Pete Rose's Hall of Fame eligibility reinstatement is a grave mistake, added to others that have already been chipping away at the game's popularity.
Apologists are saying that Rose, a convicted tax cheat who admitted to betting on baseball and even on his own team, agreed to a lifetime ban -- and now he is deceased and so should be enshrined. Rose should never be in the Hall of Fame: Character matters. Major League Baseball should care about that.
It is also fitting that Rose was championed by President Donald Trump, himself a felon.
John Lewis, Wilmington
There seems to be much enthusiasm for posthumously including Pete Rose in the Baseball Hall of Fame. No doubt this removal of Rose from a list of noneligible players is at least in part a result of President Donald Trump's recent opinion that he should be eligible for that honor. Trump clearly believes that unethical or dishonorable behavior should not be disqualifying. No doubt that with baseball encouraging and even partnering with organized gambling, it would be disingenuous to ban someone for that behavior. On the other hand, gambling on a game in which you have some control should not be allowed.
This also dishonors Fay Vincent and Bart Giamatti, whose actions as commissioners of baseball were absolutely fair.
Rose does not belong in Cooperstown.
Barry H. Epstein, Silver Spring
Brian A. Cohen, in his May 17 letter, "The Nats need new leaders," said, "The Nats season is all but over."
Hold the despair, please! Yogi Berra had a point when he said, "It ain't over til it's over."
On May 17, when Cohen's letter was published, the Nationals' record was 20-27 (.426). By comparison, on May 17, 2019, the Nats were 18-26 (.409). Days later, on May 23, they hit bottom at 19-31. Undaunted, that team went on to win the World Series, defeating the Houston Astros in seven games.
The Nats' 2025 season is still very much in play -- with their legacy now at stake. That motivator, plus the team's bedrock determination to live up to its talent, could bring another title to D.C.
Steve Horwitz, Odenton
The firing of manager Brandon Hyde notwithstanding, this season is over for the Baltimore Orioles.
The Orioles would have to play near-perfect baseball the rest of the season to have a slim chance of passing the 10 American League teams now ahead of them in the standings to be a wild card team in the playoffs.
As my Little League manager once told my team: "It ain't happening for us, boys. Maybe we'll be better next year."
Mel Tansill, Catonsville
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What we know about the victims of the D.C. Jewish museum shooting
Yaron Lischinsky loved photography, and Sarah Milgrim was an active member of her Jewish community. The two worked for the Israeli Embassy. 
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Jasmine Hilton | 2025-05-22

Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim, who worked for the Israeli Embassy, were shot and killed May 21, 2025, as they left an event at the Capital Jewish Museum. (Embassy of Israel/X/Reuters) 


Yaron Lischinsky was a photographer who played soccer and had long wanted to be a diplomat. Sarah Milgrim was an active member of the Jewish community who tried to forge relationships to bring peace.
They also both worked for the Israeli Embassy: Lischinsky, 30, an Israeli citizen, was a research assistant in the embassy's political department, government officials said. Milgrim, 26, organized missions and visits to Israel, they said.
The couple was days away from possibly getting engaged when they were killed Wednesday evening as a gunman opened fire near the Capital Jewish Museum in D.C., where they had attended an event organized by the American Jewish Committee.
Yechiel Leiter, Israel's ambassador to the United States, told reporters that Lischinsky had recently purchased a ring and planned to propose to Milgrim.
"Instead of walking you down the aisle, we are walking with you to your graves," Israeli Embassy spokesperson Tal Naim wrote Thursday on X.
Nissim Otmazgin, dean of humanities at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, said Lischinsky spoke four languages and grew up in Germany until the age of 16, when he moved to Israel with his brother. Otmazgin, who was Lischinsky's professor in three classes, said the two used to play soccer together on Saturday nights.
Lischinsky was accepted into a master's program in diplomacy at Reichman University in Israel, then began working at the Israeli Embassy in Washington, Otmazgin said.
On his LinkedIn profile, Lischinsky said he was born in Nuremburg, Germany. He described himself as "an ardent believer in the vision that was outlined in the Abraham Accords and believe that expanding the circle of peace with our Arab neighbors and pursuing regional cooperation is in the best interest of the State of Israel and the Middle East as a whole."
Milgrim, who grew up in the Kansas City area, earned a bachelor of arts in environmental studies with a minor in anthropology from the University of Kansas, according to a spokesperson for the university.
In a statement posted on Facebook, the KU Hillel religious organization remembered Milgrim as a "beloved alum," whose "bright spirit and passion for the Jewish community touched everyone fortunate enough to know her."
"Those closest to her describe her as 'the definition of the best person,'" the statement read. Milgrim served on KU Hillel's board of directors. She also worked as an intern and traveled to Israel on a heritage trip, according to the statement.
Milgrim earned her master's degree in international affairs from American University in 2023, receiving an award that supported her work at Tech2Peace in Tel Aviv, which provides training and conflict dialogue to young Palestinians and Israelis.
"Sarah was only beginning her life's journey, and it is anguishing that her light was taken away because of hate," AU President Jonathan Alger said in a statement.
Cochav Elkayam Levy, the head of an Israeli nongovernmental commission investigating crimes perpetrated against women and children  in the Oct. 7, 2023, attack by Hamas on Israel, said Milgrim had helped her coordinate her visits to the United States.  She described Milgrim as a "remarkably intelligent young woman so deeply committed to human rights" who was active in multifaith and cross-cultural human rights initiatives.
The couple often attended Jewish community events in D.C., according to Chabad Rabbi Levi Shemtov, including an event this spring for Purim.
Earlier this month, Shemtov went to affix a mezuzah in the office of EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin and inscribe letters in a Torah.  There he saw Milgrim, who gave him her card and said she wanted to get more involved in the community, Shemtov said.
Aaron Schaffer, Shira Rubin, Kate Brady, Victoria Bisset and Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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D.C. Jewish Museum shooting shows signs of 'targeted violence'
Investigators are trying to authenticate an online manifesto posted by an X account linked to the accused gunman, according to two law enforcement officials.
By Dana Hedgpeth, Emily Davies, Kate Brady, Kim Bellware | 2025-05-22

The scene is cordoned off Thursday as an investigation continues near the Capital Jewish Museum in D.C., where two Israeli Embassy staff members were killed Wednesday night. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)


Federal authorities on Thursday raided a Chicago home linked to the man accused of shooting two Israeli Embassy workers outside the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington, shouting, "Free, free Palestine!" as he was arrested.
Investigators are also working to authenticate a manifesto posted online about an hour after the Wednesday night shootings by an X account that appears to belong to the accused gunman, Elias Rodriguez, according to two law enforcement officials briefed on the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the investigation.
FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino said in a post to X on Thursday that authorities are working to confirm whether "certain writings" are linked to Rodriguez, an apparent reference to the manifesto. The document, titled, "Escalate For Gaza, Bring The War Home," accuses Israel of "genocide" and says "a perpetrator" may be a good person at times, "and yet be a monster all the same." The message concludes, "Free Palestine -- Elias Rodriguez." Bongino also said in his post that the suspected gunman was interviewed by investigators early Thursday morning, but did not share more information about what he said.
Bongino said earlier that "early indicators are that this is an act of targeted violence." The suspect allegedly focused on the event but not on specific people before coming to the museum, according to a person familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
Rodriguez, 31, of Chicago, was charged federally and is expected to appear in U.S. district court as early as Thursday afternoon.
Speaking to reporters at the museum on Thursday morning, U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi said Rodriguez is believed to have acted alone. Bondi declined to comment on the current state of the investigation or whether Rodriguez has cooperated with authorities. She also declined to say whether the Justice Department would pursue a death-penalty case, saying only that Rodriguez "will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law."
Meanwhile, more details emerged Thursday about the young couple that was killed as they left an event for young professionals at the museum organized by the American Jewish Committee, a pro-Israel advocacy group that "confronts antisemitism." Attendees heard from speakers who worked for organizations doing work on humanitarian crises in the Middle East and North Africa.

American Jewish Committee event organizer JoJo Drake Kalin described his encounter with shooting suspect Elias Rodriguez on May 22 before police arrested him.


The victims were identified as Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim, according to Israel's X account. She was 26, and he was 30. Lischinsky and Milgrim were "in the prime of their lives" and planning to get married, said the Israeli Embassy and its spokeswoman Tal Naim. "Instead of walking you down the aisle, we are walking with you to your graves," Naim wrote Thursday on X.
Lischinsky completed a degree in international relations and Asian studies in 2021, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem said. Yechiel Leiter, Israel's ambassador to the United States, said Lischinsky had recently bought a ring and planned to propose to Milgrim.
Lischinsky was a research assistant in the Israeli Embassy's political department, and Milgrim organized missions and visits to Israel, Israeli government officials said Thursday. A spokesman for the Israeli Embassy in Berlin confirmed that Lischinsky was an Israeli citizen. A German official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to follow protocol, confirmed that the "male victim had a German passport."

Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim pose for a picture at an unknown location in a photo released the Israeli Embassy to the United States. (Embassy of Israel to the USA via X/via REUTERS)


Rodriguez was detained inside the museum after Lischinsky and Milgrim were shot outside, police said. Both victims were pronounced dead at the scene.
By midmorning Thursday, FBI authorities searched an apartment on a leafy, quiet block in the East Albany Park neighborhood on Chicago's West Side that was believed to be linked to Rodriguez. The middle-class neighborhood is home to a diverse mix of residents, particularly Mexican and Middle Eastern families.
At a news conference, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith said the shooter approached four people and opened fire using a handgun. Before the shooting, the suspect was observed pacing back and forth outside the museum, she said.
Steven J. Jensen, the assistant director in charge of the FBI's Washington field office, said at the news conference that the shooting will be investigated as a possible hate crime, and Israeli officials on Thursday referred to the killings as a "terrorist" attack motivated by antisemitism and anti-Israel sentiments.
Early Thursday, police tape still closed off the area around the museum, shutting off Third and F streets NW for a block in every direction. The museum is in a part of downtown D.C. that includes several large federal office buildings. Rush-hour traffic had come to a notable and eerie standstill as cars were routed around the scene.
"Yaron and Sarah were our friends and colleagues. They were in the prime of their lives," the Israeli Embassy in Washington wrote on X, adding, "No words can express the depth of our grief and horror at this devastating loss."
Nissim Otmazgin, dean of humanities at the Hebrew University, said Lischinsky spoke four languages and grew up in Germany until the age of 16. Otmazgin, who was Lischinsky's professor in two classes, said Lischinsky wanted to become a diplomat. Lischinsky was accepted into a master's program in diplomacy at Reichman University, and then he began working at the Israeli Embassy, Otmazgin said.
"He aspired to build connections with other countries -- he directed himself toward that path," Otmazgin said. "He was beginning to fulfill his dream." Otmazgin said Lischinsky "believed he could contribute to the field of Israel's relations with Asia."
"He understood the growing power of Asia, a region that is becoming increasingly important to Israel's future," Otmazgin said. "He felt that in Israel, we don't know Asia well enough."
Milgrim, whose family was from Overland Park, Kansas, graduated with "highest distinction" in spring 2021 with a bachelor of arts in environmental studies and a minor in anthropology from the University of Kansas, according to a spokesperson for the university. She was a longtime member of Temple B'nai Jehudah.
According to Milgrim's LinkedIn profile, she had two master's degrees, including one in international affairs from American University and another in natural resources and sustainable development from the University of Peace. She wrote of working in Tel Aviv and said, "my passion lies at the intersection of peacebuilding, religious engagement, and environmental work." Milgrim had served on the University of Kansas Hillel's board of directors. A Facebook post from the group on Thursday said her "bright spirit and passion for the Jewish community touched everyone fortunate enough to know her." It went on, "Those who were close to her described her as 'the definition of the best person.'"
In a statement Wednesday, the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington wrote: "We are horrified by the shooting that occurred this evening outside the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington, DC and mourn the loss of the two individuals killed in the attack. Our hearts are with their families and loved ones, and with all of those who are impacted by this tragic act of antisemitic violence."
This is the second time in less than two decades that a D.C. Jewish institution has been hit with deadly violence. In 2009, a gunman opened fire with a rifle inside the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and killed security guard Stephen T. Johns, 39. The 88-year-old suspect, James W. von Brunn -- who admitted he was a white supremacist -- died before trial.
Teo Armus, Kim Bellware, Mark Berman, Victoria Bisset, Michelle Boorstein, Annie Gowen, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Jasmine Hilton, Tom Jackman, Jeremy Roebuck, Shira Rubin, Aaron Schaffer, Brittany Shammas, Lior Soroka, Perry Stein, Patrick Svitek and Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff contributed to this report.
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CWG Live updates: Showers depart late today and it dries out into the weekend
Sunny but cooler than normal weather Saturday and Sunday. Clouds increase on Memorial Day with showers possible late.
By David Streit, Scott Dance, Ben Noll, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman | 2025-05-22
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Showers are likely this afternoon and maybe a rumble of thunder. Highs rise to 65 to 70. Rain chances diminish this evening.
What's next? Sunshine returns into the weekend and highs remain near 70 through Memorial Day. The next chance of rain arrives late on Memorial Day into Tuesday.
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Person wounded in shooting on grounds of CIA headquarters, police say
The shooting occurred before dawn Thursday and prompted officials to shut down the agency's front gate. The CIA declined to publicly elaborate on what occurred
By Emma Uber | 2025-05-22

CIA headquarters in Langley, Virginia. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


A nonfatal shooting occurred at CIA headquarters early Thursday, police said, prompting officials to close the front gate until further notice.
According to a source familiar with the incident, a woman in a vehicle was shot by CIA security guards.
Police in Fairfax County, Virginia, responded to the agency's campus in McLean around 4 a.m. to help direct traffic after the shooting, which happened on CIA property. Officers remain on the scene to assist with the traffic, police said.
A CIA spokesperson declined to answer questions about the circumstances of the shooting but said in a statement that additional details would be released when appropriate.
The incident Thursday marks the second time in as many months that a security incident has taken place at the agency's headquarters. In March, Robert Scofield, 28, walked up to and fired "several rounds" at the facility before turning the gun on himself, a CIA agent said in a court document.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
Warren P. Strobel contributed to this report.
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Two Israeli Embassy staffers killed in shooting near Jewish Museum in D.C.
Israeli officials named the victims as Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim. Police said a suspect, "tentatively identified" as Elias Rodriguez, was in custody.
By Andrew Jeong, Emily Davies, Annabelle Timsit | 2025-05-22

Two Israeli Embassy employees were shot and killed near the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington on May 21.


A young couple who worked for the Israeli Embassy were shot dead near the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington late Wednesday by a gunman who chanted "free, free Palestine" after the shooting, according to authorities. A suspect was in custody, D.C. police said.
The victims were exiting the museum in Northwest Washington after attending an event hosted by the American Jewish Committee when the gunman opened fire, authorities said.
Israel's X account identified the victims as Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim.  Israeli government officials said Thursday that Lischinsky was a research assistant in the Israeli Embassy's political department and Milgrim organized missions and visits to Israel.
Lischinsky and Milgrim were "in the prime of their lives" and planning to get married, said the Israeli Embassy and its spokeswoman Tal Naim. "Instead of walking you down the aisle, we are walking with you to your graves," Naim wrote Thursday on X.
Yechiel Leiter, Israel's ambassador to the United States, told reporters that Lischinsky had recently purchased a ring and planned to propose to Milgrim.
The shooting will be investigated as a possible hate crime, Steven J. Jensen, the assistant director in charge of the FBI's Washington field office, said during a news conference hours after the shooting. Israeli officials on Thursday referred to the killings as a "terrorist" attack motivated by antisemitism and anti-Israel sentiments.
Both victims were found unconscious and not breathing, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith told reporters during the news conference.
Smith said police believed the shooting was carried out by one person and that a suspect, whom she said was "tentatively identified" as Elias Rodriguez of Chicago, was in custody.
Rodriguez was observed pacing back and forth outside the museum before the shooting, she said. After it happened, he entered the museum, where he was detained by security, she said. Police initially said at the news conference that Rodriguez was 30, but later confirmed he is 31.
Asked whether her department had any indication that such an attack would occur, Smith said police had not received intelligence "with respect to any type of terrorist act or hate crime." She added that D.C. police had no previous interaction with Rodriguez. "We don't see anything in his background that would have put him on our radar at this time."
Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar on Thursday said the shooting was a direct consequence of antisemitism and anti-Israel incitement, including from some world leaders.
Saar said public statements about Israel's alleged complicity in "genocide, crimes against humanity, and murdering babies paved the way exactly for such murders." Without naming countries, Saar said: "I say today to these leaders and officials: Stop your incitement against Israel. Stop your false accusations."
Israel launched a war in the Gaza Strip after an attack by Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, when the militant group killed about 1,200 people and took about 250 people hostage. Israel has waged a punishing campaign in Gaza aimed at eradicating Hamas that has killed more than 53,000 people there, according to figures from the Gaza Health Ministry that don't distinguish between militants and civilians.
The war has been met by intense protests worldwide in support of both Israelis and Palestinians, stoking fears among Israelis and some Jews of a spike in antisemitism.
Saar added that he spoke with U.S. Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee and received an update on "the intensive investigations underway by several government agencies" into the shooting.
Leiter, Israel's ambassador, said during the news conference that President Donald Trump had called him to say that his administration would "do everything it can possibly do to fight and end antisemitism."
In a subsequent social media post, Trump said: "These horrible D.C. killings, based obviously on antisemitism, must end, NOW! Hatred and Radicalism have no place in the USA."
Dan Bongino, the deputy director of the FBI, said on social media that he believed the crime was "an act of targeted violence." Rodriguez was being interviewed by D.C. police and the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task Force, he said.
Police believe the shooter targeted the event but had not singled out any individual before arriving, according to a person familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. "He just got whoever came out at that moment," the person said.

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith speaks during a news conference Thursday at D.C. police headquarters. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a statement that his "heart aches for the families of the beloved young man and woman, whose lives were cut short in an instant by a vile antisemitic murderer." He said he had ordered enhanced security at Israeli diplomatic missions worldwide.
Israeli President Isaac Herzog condemned the incident as "a despicable act of hatred, of antisemitism." Danny Danon, the Israeli ambassador to the United Nations, in a social media post denounced the shooting as "a depraved act of anti-Semitic terrorism," and said Israel was confident that U.S. authorities would "take strong action against those responsible."
Ted Deutch, chief executive of the American Jewish Committee, said he was "devastated that an unspeakable act of violence took place outside the venue."
"We are actively investigating and working to get more information to share," Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said in a post on social media. "Please pray for the families of the victims. We will bring this depraved perpetrator to justice."
U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi said she visited the scene with the interim U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, Jeanine Pirro, who will be prosecuting the case.
"All of our federal agencies will work hand in hand" with the D.C. police department, Bondi said at the news conference. "We will follow the facts. We will follow the law, and this defendant ... will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law."
Lior Soroka and Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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What to know about the D.C. shooting of 2 Israeli Embassy workers
The killings of Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim are being investigated as a possible hate crime, authorities said. Elias Rodriguez, 31, is in custody.
By Victoria Bisset | 2025-05-22

D.C. police and FBI officers stand guard near the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington early Thursday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Two people who worked at the Israeli Embassy in Washington were shot dead late Wednesday after attending an event at the Capital Jewish Museum in downtown D.C., according to authorities. Police say they believe the  gunman -- who shouted, "Free, free Palestine!" after  the shooting -- acted alone. A suspect is in custody. Here's what to know.
Police were alerted to the shooting  just after 9 p.m. Wednesday, Smith said during a news conference that night. Both victims were pronounced dead at the scene, she said.
The gunman was seen pacing back and forth outside the museum before the attack, she said, before he approached a group of four people and opened fire using a handgun, Smith said.  The suspect was detained after he entered the museum, Smith said.

Two Israeli Embassy employees were shot and killed near the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington on May 21.


"Early indicators are that this is an act of targeted violence," FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino wrote on social media. Police believe the suspect targeted the event but did not plan to focus on specific individuals before arriving at the scene, according to a person familiar with the investigation who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
According to Israeli government officials, Lischinsky was a research assistant in the embassy's political department, while Milgrim organized missions and visits to Israel.
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem said Milgrim completed a degree in international relations and Asian studies in 2021.
"Yaron and Sarah were our friends and colleagues. They were in the prime of their lives," the Israeli Embassy in Washington wrote on X, adding: "No words can express the depth of our grief and horror at this devastating loss."
Yechiel Leiter, Israel's ambassador to the United States, told reporters that Lischinsky had recently purchased a ring and planned to propose to Milgrim.
Police said Rodriguez is 31 and from Chicago.
Police had not received intelligence about "any type of terrorist act or hate crime," Smith told reporters Wednesday night. "We don't see anything in his background that would have put him on our radar at this time."
President Donald Trump responded to the killings on Truth Social, saying: "These horrible D.C. killings, based obviously on antisemitism, must end, NOW! Hatred and Radicalism have no place in the USA."
In a statement, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his "heart aches for the families of the beloved young man and woman, whose lives were cut short in an instant by a vile antisemitic murderer." He said he had ordered enhanced security at Israeli diplomatic missions worldwide.
In a news conference on Thursday, Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar blamed the shooting on "antisemitic and anti-Israeli incitement" since the Hamas-led attacks of Oct. 7, 2023, in which about 1,200 people were killed and more than 250 others were taken hostage. Israel subsequently declared war on Gaza and severely diminished the flow of aid and food into the enclave; more than 53,000 Palestinians have died since the beginning of that conflict, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants.
Lior Soroka and Emily Davies contributed to this report.
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Police suspect teen died after accidentally shooting herself on video
D.C. police said they believe a 14-year-old girl was filming a video for social media when the gun she was handling accidentally discharged.
By Frances Vinall | 2025-05-22

(iStock)


A 14-year-old girl died Wednesday after appearing to accidentally shoot herself while filming a social media video at an apartment in Northeast Washington, police said, citing a preliminary investigation.
In a statement, D.C. police said officers responded to a report of a shooting and arrived at an apartment on Benning Road NE shortly after 5 p.m. They found that the girl had suffered a gunshot wound to her upper body, and she died after officers attempted to provide lifesaving care.
The incident is still under investigation, but police said they believe the girl was handling the firearm while filming a video when it accidentally discharged. Others were present in the apartment, including at least one adult, D.C. police said.
It's unclear who owned the firearm. D.C. police did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday evening.
D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith called the incident a "devastating reminder of the dangers of weapons getting into the hands of young people in our city."
"Firearms are not toys or props and they must be properly secured in a place where they can only be accessed by lawful gun owners," she said.
Dozens of children and teenagers in the United States are accidentally killed by firearms each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
In 2023, the most recent year with available CDC data, 143 people ages 19 and younger died after suffering an unintentional injury from a firearm. About three-quarters of unintentional child gun deaths between 2003 and 2021 involved a firearm that was stored loaded and unlocked, a 2023 study found.
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Teens who fled youth detention had convictions in D.C. for violent crimes  
The three youths allegedly took part in a shooting after their escape. One had been confined for a homicide and for wounding a Washington Commanders player.
By Keith L. Alexander | 2025-05-22

D.C. Superior Court. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


Three teenagers who absconded from a youth detention center in Pennsylvania on Sunday were involved in an armed robbery and nonfatal shooting with a rifle in D.C. shortly after arriving in the District in a stolen SUV, police said. One of the youths had been confined to the facility for violent offenses that include a 2022 homicide and the shooting and attempted carjacking of a Washington Commanders player, according to officials familiar with his case.
Two of the three youths have since been arrested by D.C. police, including 17-year-old Daijon Bourn, who has been charged as an adult with robbery and other offenses connected to Sunday's escape and violence.
In 2022, when Bourn was 15, he was convicted of several violent crimes as a juvenile, including the fatal shooting of a fellow teenager and, in a separate incident, the wounding of Commanders running back Brian Robinson Jr. in a failed carjacking attempt, according to the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because juvenile court proceedings are confidential.
The two teenagers who fled with Bourn from the youth detention center Sunday had been convicted of violent crimes in juvenile court, the officials said. One of them, Javontay D. Johnson, now 18, was arrested Tuesday and charged as an adult in connection with the escape and violence over the weekend, police said. In juvenile court, he had been convicted of assault with a dangerous weapon, the officials said.
Johnson, like Bourn, made his initial appearance in D.C. Superior Court and was ordered held without bond pending further proceedings. Police said they are still searching for the third teenage escapee, a 15-year-old who had been convicted of robbery in juvenile court.
In the Oct. 13, 2022, homicide, 15-year-old Andre Robertson was shot while sitting on the front porch of his grandmother's home in the 500 block of 48th Place NE. Bourn pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaughter in that case, the officials said.
In 2023, a judge sentenced Bourn to six years of secure detention with DYRS, the maximum sentence under District law that requires juveniles to be released  when they turn 21.
Although authorities did not publicly release Bourn's name after his 2022 arrest, relatives of Andre were aware of his identity because they were allowed to attend Bourn's juvenile court hearings. After Bourn was arrested this week and charged as an adult, his name was made public, and Andre's family members recognized it.
"This is re-traumatizing," Andre's mother, Tyeisha Lucas, said. "Not just for me and my family, but for his family. He was supposed to be somewhere being rehabilitated and instead he is able to run away. And not just run away, but come back to Washington. I don't feel safe."
Nearly two months before Andre was fatally shot, Robinson, then a Commanders rookie, was wounded Aug. 28, 2022, in an attempted carjacking in the District. Bourn pleaded guilty to attempted robbery in that case, the officials said. Prosecutors at the time said two teenagers tried to take Robinson's wallet and the keys to his Dodge Challenger Hellcat.
Authorities said the three teenagers had been in the custody of the D.C. Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services, or DYRS, and confined to the Clock Tower Schools, a contracted facility in Glen Mills, about 30 miles west of Philadelphia. Clock Tower has a contract with DYRS to house juveniles found guilty of crimes and ordered securely detained.
DYRS spokeswoman Turnesha Fish said the agency was working with D.C. police "to support efforts to locate and safely return the youth." Jeff Jubelirer, a spokesman for Clock Tower, declined to comment on the escape.
"This is an ongoing investigation," Jubelirer said. "However, we pledge our full cooperation with the D.C. police and other law enforcement authorities as they fervently search to apprehend the still outstanding escapee."
At Bourn's initial hearing Tuesday in D.C. Superior Court, his lawyer argued that there was no evidence that her client was involved in the robbery and that no money or weapon was found on him when he was arrested.
According to a D.C. police spokesman, the youths stole a red Land Rover after absconding from the school and drove back to Washington, where they were joined by two other people. Police said all five took part in the Sunday robbery and shooting of a man just before 11 p.m. in the 700 block of Eighth Street NE.
The victim told police about the red SUV. Police used a helicopter in their search of the neighborhood and saw the Land Rover traveling east in the 1100 block of H Street NE. After the five bailed out of the vehicle and ran off, two of them returned and drove away, police said.
Minutes later, police stopped the SUV as it traveled on Alabama Avenue SE and arrested one adult, 19-year-old Jamal Hawkins, along with Bourn. Hawkins was also charged with armed robbery and illegal possession of an AR-15 rifle. Authorities said they think the teenage escapees used a stolen cellphone to call Hawkins and another suspect once they arrived in Washington.
Jasmine Hilton contributed to this report.
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CWG Live updates: Rain chances up again through evening, then somewhat milder Thursday
Temperatures remain rather cool the next several days.
By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Ben Noll | 2025-05-22
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Showers, some briefly heavy with maybe a rumble, move through this evening. Lighter showers linger at times overnight with temperatures in the 50s.
What's next? Some light showers remain possible tomorrow as temperatures rebound to 65 to 70, then trending drier heading into the weekend.
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Tributes pour in for Gerry Connolly, 'the epitome of a public servant'
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), who according to Virginia law can call a special election to fill the congressional vacancy, did not share a timeline for the election.
By Jenna Portnoy, Teo Armus, Laura Vozzella | 2025-05-21

Flowers adorn the seat of Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia), who died Wednesday following his esophageal cancer diagnosis last fall. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


Friends and colleagues mourned Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Virginia) on Wednesday, remembering the 75-year-old Democrat as a steward of civic improvements in Fairfax County and a fiery champion of federal workers.
Connolly announced his diagnosis of esophageal cancer last fall shortly after winning a ninth term, but the aggressive return of the illness following treatment forced him to make it his final term. He also stepped down from his role as the top Democrat on the House Oversight Committee, and Democrats will decide internally who will fill his slot on that committee.
Members held a moment of silence in the House Rules Committee on Wednesday and later renamed the Esophageal Cancer Awareness Act in his memory. In doing so, Rep. Stephen F. Lynch (Massachusetts), acting as the leading Democrat in Oversight, called Connolly "the epitome of a public servant" with more federal employees in his district than any other.
"I'm sure he would want to tell everyone here to continue fighting like hell to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves, defend the rights of every American and bring accountability to transparency to power," Lynch said during the meeting.
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), who according to Virginia state law can call a special election to fill the congressional vacancy, did not share a timeline for the election. He must give candidates at least 60 days to prepare, or he could schedule an election to coincide with the gubernatorial race in November.
"We are deeply saddened by the passing of Congressman Gerry Connolly," Youngkin said in a tweet. "His decades of public service reflect a deep commitment to Virginia. Suzanne and I send our heartfelt prayers to his family, friends, and all who mourn his loss."
Lawmakers reflected on Connolly's work overhauling the post office, protecting federal workers amid President Donald Trump's purge of the workforce and creating the Washington Metrorail Safety Commission. People who knew him said he was particularly proud to be named "the most effective lawmaker" of the 2021 to 2023 congressional session by the Center for Effective Lawmaking and advised would-be candidates on how to win over the region's savvy voters.
"Gerry Connolly was a friend and a mentor to me, someone who I could always count on to have my back and be by my side. I'm devastated by his death. Northern Virginia lost a true champion today," former congresswoman Jennifer Wexton (D-Virginia) said in a tweet.
Rep. Don Beyer (D-Virginia) called him one of a kind and noted that Connolly loved acting in community theater as a company member of the Providence Players of Fairfax.
"Everyone who worked with him knew Gerry as a pugnacious fighter for his constituents, for good government, and for a range of causes around the world. He was also warm, witty, and loyal ... Above all, Gerry was beloved by his family, friends, and staff," Beyer said in a statement.
The longtime Northern Virginia Democrat was known for his ability to engage in sharp debate on the House floor and in committee but maintain a working relationship with Republicans to team up on legislation.

Connolly shares a light moment with Rep. Dennis Moore (D-Kansas) on Capitol Hill in 2010. (Harry Hamburg/AP)


Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky) tangled with Connolly as chairman of the House Oversight Committee, but they also teamed up on legislation, such as a bill to modernize the government job candidate search process and an effort to preserve the U.S. Postal Service.
"He was a dedicated public servant who represented Virginia's 11th Congressional District with honor and integrity. We mourn the loss of our friend and colleague, and our thoughts and prayers are with his family during this difficult time," Comer said in a tweet.
Connolly's death intensifies the race for his seat in Congress representing a deep-blue district that includes a swath of Fairfax County that is home to influential Washington insiders and several Fortune 500 companies.
At least six candidates -- two Republicans, three Democrats and one independent -- have filed paperwork seeking to represent the district, but the Democratic primary is considered the most competitive race given the district's strongly Democratic bent. (The 11th District voted for Kamala Harris over Trump in November by a margin of more than 34 points.)
Mike Van Meter, a former federal law enforcement official who unsuccessfully challenged Connolly as a Republican last fall, is seeking the party's nomination again. Nathan Headrick, a banking executive, also has filed as a Republican.
Fairfax County Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw (D-Braddock), who spent about a decade as Connolly's chief of staff on Capitol Hill, entered the race earlier this month with the backing of his onetime mentor.
State Sen. Stella G. Pekarsky (D-Fairfax), the former chair of the county's school board, followed a day later. Fairfax County planning commissioner and nonprofit executive Candice Bennett and former Navy officer Joshua Aisen have likewise filed to run in that primary; Amy Roma, a partner at the law firm Hogan Lovells who lives in Vienna, is also considering a run for the seat as a Democrat.
Walkinshaw has racked up endorsements from state and local officials in recent weeks, including at least two Fairfax Democrats who were seen as potential contenders for the seat -- State Sen. Jennifer B. Boysko and former Virginia House speaker Eileen Filler-Corn.
Connolly's legacy will endure in civic projects, from Metro's Silver Line to a cross-country trail named for him, and in the people he inspired, Walkinshaw said.
"Because of him, I am a better husband, father and public servant. I will carry his wisdom -- and his fierce love for the community -- with me for the rest of my life," he said in a statement.
Former congresswoman Abigail Spanberger, the Democratic nominee for Virginia governor, remembered Connolly as an "extraordinary and fierce advocate for certainly the communities he represented but so many communities across Virginia."
Redistricting moved some areas from his district to hers, leaving her reassuring constituents that she wasn't challenging their longtime advocate -- to his delight.
"He loved nothing more than when I used to recount to him that I had to remind people or tell people that I wasn't primarying Gerry Connolly," she told reporters Wednesday morning on a campaign stop at a drugstore outside Richmond.
Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, the Republican nominee for governor, added her condolences to the chorus of people honoring Connolly.
"I am saddened to hear of the passing of Congressman Connolly. I can only imagine the grief that his family is experiencing and will endure in the months to come. I hope that even as they grieve they will also soothe each other with a story of 'Remember the time when ...' and then they laugh through their tears. May God be with his family," she said in a tweet.
Vozzella reported from Richmond. Gregory S. Schneider in Richmond contributed to this report.
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Miyares wants U.S. agencies to intervene in Va. magnet school's admissions
Virginia Attorney General Jason S. Miyares is calling for the federal government to intervene in the admissions policy at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology.
By Karina Elwood | 2025-05-21

Thomas Jefferson High School is a competitive magnet school program in Fairfax County in Northern Virginia. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post)


The admissions process at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology was challenged again this week as Virginia's attorney general and an activist group aimed to revive a debate over whether the policy unfairly discriminates against Asian American students.
Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) on Wednesday said that his office had completed a two-year investigation into the admissions process at Thomas Jefferson, the prestigious Northern Virginia magnet school locally known as TJ. He said the probe found that the Fairfax County district's decision to switch to a more holistic admissions policy violated the Virginia Human Rights Act and the federal Civil Rights Act.
In the time since Miyares launched his investigation in 2023, a parent-led lawsuit against the Fairfax County school board was litigated and appealed all the way up to the U.S. Supreme Court, which declined to take up the case last year. A lower court's decision in favor of the school board, and the admissions process, was ultimately upheld.

Virginia Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) is seen in May 2023. (Ryan M. Kelly/AP)


The latest determination from Miyares, who is running for reelection this year, has no immediate affect on the school district. The state's top prosecutor referred the case to the federal Education and Justice departments for further enforcement.
Miyares spokesman Shaun Kenney deferred questions about what that enforcement could look like to the federal offices, both of which declined to comment Wednesday. The Trump administration in recent months has threatened to investigate and possibly withhold money from schools and colleges over diversity, equity and inclusion efforts that it says can amount to discrimination.
"I ran for this office to protect the rights of all Virginians, and that includes the right to be judged by your character, your work ethic and your merit, and not your race, and I will continue to defend that principle with everything this office has," Miyares said at a news conference at a Korean community center in Fairfax County on Wednesday.
A day earlier, Defending Education, a conservative group, filed a federal civil rights complaint with the U.S. Education Department against the Fairfax school district over its equity policies, including the admissions policy at TJ.
In a statement, Fairfax County Public Schools on Wednesday said officials were still reviewing the latest documents by Miyares, but that the issue regarding the legality of TJ's admissions program had already been fully litigated.
"A federal appellate court determined there was no merit to arguments that the admissions policy for Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology discriminates against any group of students," spokeswomen Julie Allen wrote.
The current battle over admissions at the high school began in 2020, when the Fairfax board approved a new admissions policy designed to boost diversity at TJ -- a highly competitive magnet that was regularly ranked as the best school in the country. The school had long enrolled single-digit percentages of Black and Hispanic students.
The revised process used a more holistic review of applicants by considering what admissions experts call "race-neutral" factors, such as what neighborhood a student lives in and their socioeconomic status. It also removed a notoriously difficult admissions test and $100 application fee and reserved a set number of seats for students from each of Fairfax County's middle schools.
Applicants still had to show academic success by maintaining an unweighted grade-point average of at least 3.5 while taking higher-level courses, completing a problem-solving essay and submitting a "Student Portrait Sheet."
The first class admitted under the new policy saw boosts in Black and Latino enrollment, as well as more low-income students, English-language learners and girls, the school district reported. The percentage of Asian American students dropped from around 70 percent to 50 percent, sparking accusations that the changes were designed to drive down Asian American enrollment.
A group of parents called Coalition for TJ opposed the changes and filed a lawsuit against the school board in 2021, alleging that the new process was discriminatory.
A district court judge initially sided with the parent group in 2022, calling Thomas Jefferson's new admissions process "racial balancing" and "patently unconstitutional." Then in 2023, a divided panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit reversed the lower court's decision, ruling in favor of the Fairfax school board and stating that the process did not discriminate against Asian American students -- in part because a majority of admitted students still are Asian American.
The Coalition for TJ appealed to the Supreme Court, and the case was closely watched as similar cases regarding admissions-based high schools were filed around the country. Many saw the efforts as a possible next frontier of admissions challenges after the Supreme Court's decision in 2023 to reject race-conscious admissions at Harvard University and the University of North Carolina. The historic decision rolled back decades of precedent.
In February 2024, the Supreme Court declined to take up the parents' case. No reason was offered, but two conservatives -- Justices Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Clarence Thomas -- dissented, saying that the lower court was wrong to uphold the admissions policy.
Miyares had launched his investigation into the admissions process at TJ in early 2023 at the same time he announced that he would also investigate a situation in Fairfax schools in which some students were notified late about their National Merit commendations.
Kenney said in an email that the National Merit notification issue was still under review by the attorney general's office.
Some parents were upset that the delays prevented their children from adding the recognition to college applications and accused the district of intentionally withholding the awards. An investigation conducted by the Fairfax district found that some schools were delayed in notifying students about their status, but the delays were not intentional.
Meanwhile, Fairfax, along with other Northern Virginia divisions, is also under investigation by the federal Education Department for policies that allow students to use bathrooms, facilities and names that match their gender identity.
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Man fatally shot on sidewalk near D.C. elementary school track meet
No students were injured in the afternoon gunfire during the D.C. Interscholastic Athletic Association's elementary school track and field championships.
By Emma Uber, Martin Weil | 2025-05-21

(iStock)


A man was fatally shot Tuesday on a sidewalk in Northeast Washington close to where hundreds of elementary school students were taking part in a track-and-field meet, prompting officials to halt the competition and hurry the youngsters to safety. No students were injured.
In a separate incident hours later, a 16-year-old boy was fatally shot in the Capitol Riverfront neighborhood of Southeast Washington. Dominique Dingle of Southeast Washington was shot just after 9:30 p.m. and declared dead on the scene, police said.
No arrests had been announced as of Wednesday afternoon.
The Tuesday night killing was the seventh fatal shooting in the city in the past eight days, an unusually high rate. It did not appear to be connected with any of the previous six. According to police figures, it brought the number of homicides in D.C. to 59 this year, compared with 63 at this point in 2024.
Kian-Wayne Magruder, 31, of Temple Hills, Maryland, was walking in the 800 block of 26th Street NE just before 2 p.m. when three men jumped out of a car and at least one of them opened fire, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith said in a news conference. He died at the scene, she said. When reached by phone Wednesday, Magruder's mother said she was not ready to comment.
The shooting occurred next to bleachers on the grounds of the city's former Spingarn High School, where the D.C. Interscholastic Athletic Association's elementary school track and field championships were underway.
The perpetrators fled, and the vehicle they used was later found in flames in the Fort Lincoln neighborhood in Northeast Washington. D.C. police, the FBI, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives were looking for the assailants, Smith said.
"No child should ever have to experience what was experienced today," Smith said Tuesday. "Today's instance is completely unacceptable. During an elementary track meet, individuals opened fire, putting the lives of our children at risk. ... I can tell you that we're going to do everything we can to find out who these individuals are, and we're going to hold them accountable."
Brad Klapper said he was supporting his children, ages 10 and 11, at the track meet when he heard roughly five gunshots in quick succession, followed by another round after a brief pause. He dropped to the ground and called 911 as he watched children diving into the bleachers for cover. He said that people were screaming but that staff members reacted quickly, directing children into locker rooms.
Some fifth-grade boys from Stoddert Elementary School in Northwest Washington said they thought the first gunshot was signaling the start of a race, but as the sound continued they realized something was wrong.
"We got scared when we saw smoke," an 11-year-old said as he and his mother left the track.
"I sprinted to the bathroom," another youngster said. "Some people were crying. We weren't. But I had a bit of anxiety."
School officials sent a message to families informing them all students were safe.
Roughly seven hours later, Alex Wayne, his 8-year-old son and one of his friends were walking back to Wayne's car after a Washington Nationals game when they heard yelling, then a gunshot. He told the kids to drop to the ground as he called 911. Police arrived to find Dingle suffering from gunshot wounds.
That killing occurred on a two-block residential street in Southeast Washington that runs between I and L streets, northeast of Nationals Park. The neighborhood, Capitol Riverfront, is just south of the Southeast Freeway and north of the Navy Yard neighborhood.
"My son was traumatized," Wayne said. "I am outraged by the level of violence in our community lately. ... No one in the United States, let alone its capital, should have to live with this kind of commonplace, day-to-day fear of random violence."
Immediately after the shooting, police said they were looking for a male with a slim build who wore black clothing. No motive was identified.
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Tanks, soldiers and country singers: Inside the Army's 250th celebration
Plans for the sweeping celebration honoring the Army's 250th, less than a month away, are roaring into focus. Here's what to know.
By Olivia George | 2025-05-21

Navy Blue Angels fly over the Washington Monument during an Independence Day celebration in 2019. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


More than two dozen tanks, 34 horses, 50 helicopters and thousands of troops -- many in period costume from past wars -- will be part of the sweeping military celebration in D.C. next month to honor the Army's 250th birthday, officials said Wednesday, offering new details on the multimillion-dollar event.
The festivities for June 14 -- which is also President Donald Trump's 79th birthday -- will feature country singers Noah Hicks and Scotty Hasting, Army officials said at a news conference about the specifics of an extravaganza that could cost the Army alone an estimated $25 million to $45 million.
Army spokesman Steve Warren said Wednesday that he did not have an estimate for the entire government's cost.
"That amount of money is dwarfed by 250 years of service and sacrifice that American soldiers have given this country," Warren said. "This is an opportunity to really strengthen the connection between America and her Army."
Events are planned across the country and around the globe, officials said. But the occasion is unlikely to engulf a city quite like it will the nation's capital, where the National Mall will host a day-long festival, fireworks will decorate the sky and thousands of troops traveling to participate will sleep in downtown buildings. Officials estimate 200,000 people -- about five times the capacity of Nationals Park -- will attend.
Trump is scheduled to deliver remarks, according to America250. Army officials Wednesday said there is no plan for the Army to officially recognize the president's birthday during the celebration.
The day will culminate with a parade, with troops wearing uniforms representing every U.S. conflict dating back to the Revolutionary War and march about a mile down Constitution Avenue from near the Lincoln Memorial at 23rd Street NW to the Washington Monument at 15th Street NW. For each war, there will be 60 troops in period costume uniforms, followed by 400 troops from that same unit in their regular battle dress.
They will be accompanied by 28 M1 Abrams tanks, 28 Bradley fighting vehicles, 28 Strykers and other military equipment. Thirty-four horses, two mules and a dog also will participate in the parade. (The dog's name was not available at press time.) More than 50 helicopters will participate in a flyover.
The parade will be followed by a parachute jump by the Army's Golden Knights, who will land on the Ellipse near the White House and present the American flag to Trump. Then 250 recruits and soldiers will be enlisted and reenlisted by the president.
The celebration's overlap with Trump's birthday has stirred ire among some civilians and veterans, especially at a time when his overhaul of the federal government includes slashing the workforce at the Department of Veterans Affairs.
While the Army's celebration has been in the works for about two years, Warren said, the parade was introduced this year. He said it grew out of discussions with stakeholders across the government.
"This was not a directive that I'm aware of," Warren said. "I don't know who gets the credit."
Trump has long mused about soldiers marching and tanks rolling down the streets of the capital and aircraft roaring overhead. But he backed off the idea in 2018 amid pushback from the Army and D.C. officials over exorbitant costs and the damage tanks might cause to roads.
The Army is finalizing plans to place large metal plates at key points on the route to better protect streets from the movements of tanks set to roll through. The tanks are also being fitted with new rubber track pads.
"We're not expecting damage," said Col. Jesse Curry, executive officer to the Army's Chief of Engineers. "If there is any damage, the Army is responsible."
When asked whether the District can expect to be reimbursed for other expenses such as trash collection, street closures and city police overtime, the Army officials said they didn't know.
The celebration marks the anniversary of the Continental Congress's vote to officially create the Continental Army to defend the colonies from the British. In addition to festivities in D.C., officials said there would be fun runs, family festivals and fitness contests at locations from Japan and Korea to Germany and Poland.
"It's also national, it's global and it's even interstellar," Warren said, adding that an Army astronaut will dial in from the International Space Station. "That's how big the party is."
Approximately 3,000 service members will be housed in downtown D.C. on unused floors of a General Services Administration building and 2,000 in an Agriculture Department building, The Washington Post previously reported. For breakfast and lunch, troops will be offered individual food rations known in Army parlance as MREs -- Meal, Ready-to-Eat. They will be offered a hot meal for dinner plus about $69 per day to cover incidentals and alternative food, Army officials said.
Most will arrive in D.C. on June 11 and leave June 15, Army officials said Wednesday, revising previous estimates.
With less than four weeks to go until the event, participating tanks and heavy vehicles are being loaded onto trains in Texas to travel to Maryland. They will then be trucked into a staging area at D.C.'s West Potomac Park. Some lightweight vehicles will stage at the Pentagon and then cross the Arlington Memorial Bridge to integrate with the parade.
Army officials said they are in close communication with the Federal Aviation Administration to coordinate the flyover with activity at nearby Reagan National Airport, just across the Potomac River.
Activities on the Mall will begin Saturday with a 9:30 a.m. fitness competition among service members. Throughout the day, Army equipment and exhibits with interactive displays, including night vision goggles, will be open to the public. A cannon will fire a ceremonial gun salute on the hour. There will be a "Kids Zone" with climbing walls, face painting and cornhole.
The parade will begin at 6 p.m. and last about an hour and a half. Fireworks start at 9:45 p.m. Free tickets for the parade and Mall festivities are available through America250's event registration portal.
As officials finalize parade plans, protests are being coordinated, too. Demonstrators from across the country intend to protest Trump "and the War Machine" in D.C. that day, according to a permit application filed this month with the National Park Service. Andy Koch, a Minneapolis-based organizer with Freedom Road Socialist Organization helping to plan the protest, said a crowd hopes to rally in Meridian Hill Park in Northwest Washington and then march toward the military parade.
Beyond Washington, hundreds of rallies and demonstrations are planned across the country, spearheaded by Indivisible and a coalition of other progressive groups in a movement they have called "NO KINGS Nationwide Day of Defiance."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/05/21/army-parade-trump-birthday-plans/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Accused of making Metro less safe, watchdog relents on self-driving trains
Automated trains can return to the Green and Yellow lines, after a two-month standoff between Metro leaders and their oversight agency. 
By Rachel Weiner | 2025-05-21

A Metro train rounds a corner, with the U.S. Capitol in the background. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


After a two-month standoff with its safety watchdog, Metro received approval Tuesday to use self-driving trains on three of its six subway lines. Automation will expand beyond the Red Line to the Green and Yellow lines Friday.
But a broader conflict between the two agencies continues, and multiple elected leaders say the commission created in 2018 to address Metro's dysfunctional safety culture is now creating problems that add risk instead of reducing it. They are pushing back on a commission plan to start fining Metro for failing to follow orders -- and backing Metro's calls for an outsider to resolve future conflicts instead.
"The way that the group is proceeding with Metro basically is to bully them, not collaborate with them," Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeffrey C. McKay (D-At Large) said. "This shouldn't have become adversarial to begin with."
On Monday, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) and Transportation Committee Chairman Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) wrote a letter to the commission saying its "increasingly antagonistic relationship" with Metro was "counterproductive." So did Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), with her office sending its own letter to the commission endorsing "an alternative dispute resolution process, rather than imposing punitive fines." McKay, Allen and Maryland Del. Marc Korman (D-Montgomery) all said they would like to see a mediator rule when the two sides are deadlocked.
"I am very much for oversight," Metro General Manager Randy Clarke said. But he argued that the commission is going beyond its safety mandate to demand policies and processes that are unnecessary and, in some cases, in conflict with federal regulations. "We are more than willing to live with any decision made by a third-party arbiter, even if it's against our position, because there's a fair and transparent process."
The dispute comes as Metro launches a $5.6 billion plan to fully automate the rail system over the next two decades. First the agency has to achieve a more modest goal -- restarting the partially automated system, known as "automatic train operations" or ATO, that Metro used from its 1970s inception until a deadly crash on the Red Line in 2009. Though not responsible for that crash, the system was turned off and left off until last fall. Metro's plan was to have the rest of the system back on automation by June.
The safety commission, given power over Metro's operations by Congress, for two months said no. Its concern is that, since the Red Line returned to automatic operations in the fall, trains in ATO have overrun stations more often than human-driven ones. But human drivers sometimes run red lights in tunnels, while no automatic Red Line train has since the system went live. Metro leaders say the former is a customer service concern -- trains skip a stop when they overshoot -- while the latter could lead to a collision. Experts agree.
"Overrunning a station is an inconvenience and a nuisance and an annoyance, but it's not generally a safety issue," said Russ Quimby, a former federal rail safety investigator. "Running a red light is a big safety issue."
Both situations are rare, occurring in far less than one percent of trips.
The commission has countered that a station overrun could be dangerous if workers are in the tunnel ahead. In an audit last year of roadway worker protections, the commission flagged several miscommunications and employee lapses over the prior few years that led to close calls between trains and work crews. While Metro drove down ATO overrun numbers from 78 in January to 30 in April, the commission said Metro couldn't expand automation without explaining the overruns and creating a new compliance process for work crew protections.
"For the benefit of all who use Metrorail, activating an automated system that was developed in the 1970s and not used for 15 years requires in-depth review," Washington Metrorail Safety Commission CEO David Mayer wrote in a letter to Clarke last week.
Spokeswoman Tiffany Minor said that from the commission's view, there was no impasse or antagonism. "There's never been a point where the communication has stopped," she said, adding that Metro had last week provided more information on safety procedures and committed to enforcing track safety rules "more robustly."
Clarke said at a board meeting last week that the concern over track workers was misguided and that the safety commission was confusing unrelated issues in an unhelpful way. "There is no scenario that, if everyone is following the rules, that any employee would be anywhere near a platform and a train would go through the platform," he said.
He said Metro agreed to consider overruns a possible "hazard" back in 2022 only to satisfy the safety commission, which otherwise would not have let the automation program go forward at all. Other Metro systems, he noted, do not consider overruns a safety issue, and automated trains are generally considered safer. At the meeting last week where members said they weren't ready to approve automatic operations on the Green and Yellow lines, the commission revealed that a Metro employee was fired last year for driving a train while looking at his cellphone.
"Human factor error, obviously with such a large workforce, is our number one challenge," Clarke said.
Metro was built to be automated, with human conductors overseeing the computerized system on the trains and coordinating them from a control center. But the deadly crash in 2009, while not related to the driving system, brought to light deep problems in Metro's safety culture: Infrastructure was poorly maintained; breakdowns weren't flagged; procedures weren't followed. The self-driving system was disabled during a decade of crises that culminated in an electric malfunction that killed a passenger in 2015. The safety commission came out of that history.
Tension between Metro and the safety commission has been brewing since 2021, when a wheel malfunction was discovered on the newest trains. In that case, similarly, Metro said the commission was overreaching in pulling all the cars off the rails for years. Since then they have also clashed over drug and alcohol testing data, with the commission suing to get those records. (Metro says it already shares the information with federal regulators.)
The commission says Metro's decades-long track record of ignoring or downplaying issues is why stringent oversight is necessary.
"It's not simply the question of whether that in and of itself is a critical safety issue," Commissioner Chris Conklin said at a meeting last week. "It's, is there a ghost in the machine that might be causing some other concern or some other mode of failure that hasn't manifested itself."
Korman said the safety commission was "a net positive" for Metro's functioning. "I don't think we want to go back to the days" when oversight was just advisory and "people didn't feel safe on the system," he said.
But he agrees that it would be better to have an outside mediator for the future.
"It sounds like the safest course is to be in ATO, and so the priority should be working to maximize operations in ATO," he added.
The commission, which describes itself as "the only stand-alone State Safety Oversight Agency in the nation," is made up of a board appointed by the governors of Virginia and Maryland and the D.C. Council.
"The safety commission is designed to be tough -- it is meant to prevent fatal incidents we saw in prior decades," Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) said in a statement. "If WMATA management believes it is being unfair, they should brief the delegation on their concerns." He helped create the commission along with Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia), who suggested he was open to reform.
"There also needs to be a clear, constructive process in place to resolve disagreements," Warner said in a statement, "that keeps the focus where it belongs: on protecting riders and workers."
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The Pacers pulled a magic trick beyond belief. How did that happen?
The Pacers are no ordinary team, and they astonished the Knicks with a bewildering comeback win.
By Sally Jenkins | 2025-05-22

Tyrese Haliburton and the Indiana Pacers forced overtime against the Knicks in improbable, unforgettable fashion. (Brad Penner/Imagn Images) 


NEW YORK -- What was that, people asked themselves on their way out of Madison Square Garden, how did that just happen? You couldn't anatomize it, couldn't quite deconstruct it. There was no strategic masterstroke drawn up on a clipboard. All you could say about it was what you saw: that the Indiana Pacers had made that white net snap like a tablecloth trick, snatching the game away.
The New York Knicks had a 17-point lead with less than seven minutes left, and the crowd in the Garden was issuing a deep noxious triumphal noise that sounded like what comes out of the tailpipe of a speeding bus. In the huddle, the Indiana Pacers kept chattering to each other, "Let's just get it to 10." In the timeouts, Pacers Coach Rick Carlisle would issue his mild, low-salt bromides like, "Keep working the game," and "Keep making it hard for them."
The Knicks still had a 14 point-lead with 2:45 left. Impossible to lose, right? Never been done. An NBA quant dug up the following statistic: Dating back to 1997, NBA teams were 994-0 when leading a playoff game by at least 14 with 2:45 left.
But the Pacers are no ordinary team. They are an abracadabra outfit, a pack of lean, imaginative players who flick the ball around like magic tricks, and who made it to the Eastern Conference finals with improbable comebacks against the Milwaukee Bucks and the Cleveland Cavaliers. This time they went one better, from an improbable comeback to an unthinkable one.
"Chipping it down, chipping it down," Tyrese Haliburton said. "There's no 17-point shot."
No, but there was Aaron Nesmith, who went into some kind of blank dream state and shot the ball as if there were a string between his fingertips and the basket. He stroked four three-pointers in the final 21/2 minutes. They still trailed by nine, with a little under a minute left -- but Nesmith just kept draining shots, three neat parabolas ruffling the white ropes, at the 51-second mark, swish, the 34-second mark, swish, and then 22 seconds, swish. "I was just letting them fly," he said afterward. "I was in a good rhythm. I didn't really realize what I was doing in the moment. It's unreal."
With seven seconds remaining, they trailed by two. Which is when Haliburton went into his act. He's built like a switchblade, this guy, and he closes like one. He charged up the court, shaking off Knicks defender Mikal Bridges, started into the paint, then reversed his direction. With a sharp step-back, he lofted a 23-footer ...
It took a crazy, charmed flight. It hit off the neck of the rim and bounced high in the air ... and stayed up there ...
"I think every person who enjoys basketball ... imagined at one point that they would be an NBA player ... on the playground, or in the driveway, or in the gym by yourself -- Five, four three, two, one," Haliburton mused later. "And if you miss it, nobody's around, so put more time on the clock."
But now it was real, and there was no more time. From the bench, the shot "looked like it had a chance. It was awfully high," Carlisle said doubtfully.
From right under the basket, where Nesmith was standing, he had to practically look up through the rim to see the ball. "It went straight up," he said, "and I was like, 'Oh, that's good!'"
Haliburton watched it as he danced backward, sort of puzzled. It had felt good when it left his hand, but "it felt like it stuck up there, you know. Ball was up there for an eternity."
And then it came down.
"Straight through the net," Nesmith said.
For a moment, they thought it was the game-winner. Haliburton whirled toward the sideline and grabbed his neck with his two hands, making a choke sign, aimed at the filmmaker Spike Lee sitting on Celebrity Row. It was a perfect mimic of Reggie Miller's timeless taunt in 1994, when the Pacers had beaten the Knicks in the playoffs from behind, in another era and another conference finals.
Except, the rubber toe of Haliburton's shoe had touched the blue three-point arc, so his shot was a two, and he had merely tied the game at 125-125. They were going to overtime. He had given the Knicks fodder for resentment and incensed the Garden crowd for nothing. "If I woulda known it was a two, I would not have done it," he said. "I might've wasted it," he admitted.

Haliburton channeled Reggie Miller after his last-second shot, but it only forced a tie. (Frank Franklin II/AP) 


After all of that, overtime was practically an anticlimax. There was something wrung out and weary about the Knicks by then, as they surrendered four turnovers in the extra five minutes. The box score with the final score, 138-135, was a strangely flat reflection; there was nothing in it that could conjure what you had seen. The Pacers had scored 23 points in the final 3:14 of regulation. It was the most of any playoff team in such a stretch since at least 1997. "NBA players are amazing," was all Carlisle could say, almost bewildered by what he had just watched. "These guys get on a roll and do amazing things."
It was the third time the Pacers have done something like this in this postseason. In the first round it was the Bucks who were victimized when the Pacers went on an 8-0 run in the final 34 seconds of overtime to win that series in five games. Against the Cavaliers, they went on a similar 8-0 surge to win Game 2.
What does it augur for the future? Hard to say.
Just how many desperate heaves and under-a-minute comebacks does a team have in it? The fact was, the Pacers got a favorable bounce off the neck of that rim. "We were very much teetering on the edge," Carlisle acknowledged. So, while a comeback of historical proportions was worth celebrating, there was the uncomfortable fact that a comeback of historical proportions had been required in the first place.
"I would like to not keep being in this situation," Haliburton said.
But a kid can dream.
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The Knicks had a 99.7 percent chance to beat the Pacers. They didn't.
Tyrese Haliburton channeled Reggie Miller as Indiana rallied from 17 down in the fourth quarter to earn a 138-135 overtime victory in New York to open the Eastern Conference finals.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-22

Tyrese Haliburton, center, makes a choking motion after his long two-pointer with time running out in regulation capped a Pacers rally from 17 points down in the fourth quarter and forced overtime at Madison Square Garden. (Adam Hunger/AP)


Indiana Pacers star Tyrese Haliburton put both of his hands around his neck, channeling Reggie Miller's famous "choking" celebration at the end of a frantic fourth-quarter comeback against the New York Knicks.
Haliburton's homage was a touch premature: Video replays showed that his foot was on the three-point line when he made his potential game-winning buzzer-beater, so Game 1 of the Eastern Conference finals went to overtime with the score tied at 125.
In the extra period, the Knicks, who had led by 17 points with less than seven minutes remaining in the fourth quarter, proved unable to avert a spectacular collapse. When the dust settled, the Pacers had rallied from a 14-point deficit with less than three minutes to play in regulation to steal a 138-135 victory at Madison Square Garden on Wednesday night.
"Everybody wanted me to do [the choke sign] last year at some different point," Haliburton said. "It's got to feel right. It felt right at the time. If I had known [the shot] was a two, I would not have done it. I might have wasted it. If I do it again, people might say I'm aura farming. ... Quickly, in my celebration, somebody said it was a two. My focus became on how we could win the game. We did a great job of sticking with it in overtime, making big play after big play."
Indiana closed the fourth quarter on a 19-6 run, draining its final seven three-pointers in regulation to dig out of a seemingly insurmountable hole. Pacers forward Aaron Nesmith keyed the rally by making six three-pointers in the final five minutes, including three in the final minute alone.
"I was just letting them fly," Nesmith said. "I was in a good rhythm. I didn't really realize what I was doing in the moment. It's unreal. It's probably the best feeling in the world for me. I love it. When that basket feels like an ocean and anything you toss up you feel like it's going to go in, it's just so much fun. The last three minutes were a blur."
After Karl-Anthony Towns and OG Anunoby each missed a free throw in the final 15 seconds, Haliburton raced up the court, did a U-turn when he reached the paint, retreated to the top of the key and launched a step-back jumper that hit the rim, bounced high in the air and fell through to force overtime. The Pacers won the extra period 13-10, as Jalen Brunson and Towns both missed potential game-tying three-pointers on New York's final possession. Pacers guard Andrew Nembhard put Indiana ahead for good with a layup with 35 seconds remaining in the extra period.
"[The Pacers] can score the ball," Knicks Coach Tom Thibodeau said. "Nesmith got loose. Haliburton hit big shots. You can just never let your guard down against them. No lead is safe."
While the Pacers are no strangers to incredible playoff comebacks, this one was special even by their standards. Remarkably, New York held a 99.7 percent win probability when it led 119-105 with 2:51 remaining in regulation, according to ESPN's analytics.
Earlier this postseason, the Pacers used an 8-0 run in the final 34 seconds of overtime to erase a seven-point deficit and eliminate the Milwaukee Bucks in Game 5 of a first-round series. Milwaukee held a 97.9 percent win probability before Indiana's comeback. Then, in Game 2 of a second-round series against the Cleveland Cavaliers, Indiana pulled off another 8-0 closing run to steal a road win. Cleveland held a 95.9 percent win probability in the final minute.
"We've had a lot of these games this year," Pacers Coach Rick Carlisle said. "It's a muscle. The more you exercise it, the stronger it gets. It's not easy. There's been a lot of swings in scores throughout the season and the playoffs. You certainly don't take anything like this for granted. We always say: Pacers basketball is 48 minutes. Tonight, it was 53 minutes."
Before their catastrophic endgame, the Knicks appeared headed to a breezy triumph in the series opener of their first Eastern Conference finals appearance since 2000. Brunson led the Knicks with a game-high 43 points, while Towns added 35 points and 12 rebounds in the loss.
Haliburton finished with a team-high 31 points and 11 assists. Nesmith added 30 points and drilled a career-high eight three-pointers to stun the New York crowd.
The Knicks, who lost to the Pacers in seven games in the conference semifinals last year, host Game 2 on Friday.
"There's a lot of emotional highs and lows in the playoffs," Thibodeau said. "You've got to bounce back quickly."
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U.S. Gold Cup roster missing several big names, including Christian Pulisic
Coach Mauricio Pochettino on Thursday named a 27-man squad -- mostly from MLS -- for training camp in Chicago. The final roster of 26 is due in June.
By Steven Goff | 2025-05-22

Christian Pulisic, the U.S. team's most important player, has scored a career-high 17 goals across all competitions for AC Milan this season. (Julio Cortez/Associated Press)


With the World Cup a year away, a U.S. men's national soccer team in urgent need of a strong performance at this summer's Concacaf Gold Cup will need to do so without several key players, including star forward Christian Pulisic.
Pulisic and AC Milan teammate Yunus Musah, as well as Antonee Robinson, Tim Weah, Weston McKennie and Gio Reyna, have been ruled out of what will be the final tournament before the World Cup is staged in North America.
Coach Mauricio Pochettino on Thursday named a 27-man squad -- mostly from MLS -- for training camp in Chicago. The final roster of 26 is due June 4.
The absences of Weah, McKennie and Reyna was expected because their European teams will compete in the Club World Cup, which overlaps with the Gold Cup.
Pulisic, though, needs time to recover from consecutive club seasons in which he played almost nonstop. He has also been nursing minor injuries. With the 26-year-old forward expected to figure prominently for Milan again in 2025-26, the U.S. staff needed to take into account Pulisic's well-being at this time next year.
"Christian and his team approached the Federation and the coaching staff about the possibility of stepping back this summer, given the amount of matches he has played in the past two years at both the club and international level with very little break," U.S. Soccer Federation sporting director Matt Crocker said in a statement. "After thoughtful discussions and careful consideration, we made the collective decision that this is the right moment for him to get the rest he needs. The objective is to ensure he's fully prepared to perform at the highest level next season."
Pochettino is scheduled to discuss the roster later Thursday.
Robinson also missed the Concacaf Nations League finals in March because of a lingering injury, though he did continue to play for Fulham in the Premier League. He and Musah are among several European-based players left off the U.S. roster. The reason for Musah's absence was not immediately clear.
Others include defenders Joe Scally, Cameron Carter-Vickers and Auston Trusty; midfielders Tanner Tessmann and Aidan Morris; and forward Josh Sargent.
Midfielder Johnny Cardoso, who is in top form with Spanish club Real Betis, is on the U.S. roster but would have to withdraw if, as reported, he transfers to Atletico Madrid, which is also playing in the Club World Cup.
Players are typically released from club obligations to play for their country, but FIFA waived that rule this year so teams participating in the Club World Cup would be at full strength.
Pochettino invited five players who have never appeared in a U.S. match: Matt Freese, Damion Downs, Alex Freeman, Quinn Sullivan and Sebastian Berhalter, the son of former U.S. coach Gregg Berhalter.

Sebastian Berhalter plays for the Vancouver Whitecaps. (Rich Lam/Getty Images) 


The Gold Cup will mark the return of standout right back Sergino Dest, who hasn't played for the U.S. team since March 2024 because of an ACL injury, and forward Folarin Balogun, who has recovered from a long-term shoulder injury that kept him out of the national team since September.
The U.S. squad is coming off a fourth-place finish at the four-team Concacaf Nations League finals in March and, with only a set of friendlies on the schedule over the next year, Pochettino was looking to the Gold Cup to address problems and turn fortunes.
The Americans will open Group D on June 15 against Trinidad & Tobago in San Jose, then face Saudi Arabia on June 19 in Austin and Haiti on June 22 in Arlington, Texas. Their archrival, Mexico, is the defending champion.
The 16-team competition is the biennial championship for North and Central America and the Caribbean -- Saudi Arabia, a major tournament sponsor, was also invited -- and this year doubles as a primer for the World Cup, which will take place primarily at U.S. venues, plus Mexico and Canada.
To prepare for the Gold Cup, the U.S. team has scheduled friendlies against Turkey on June 7 in East Hartford, Connecticut, and Switzerland on June 10 in Nashville.
Pulisic, 26, is expected to make his 50th appearance of the season across all competitions this weekend for Milan, equaling his career high, set in 2023-24. He has recorded a personal-best 17 goals.
Goalkeepers: Matt Freese (New York City FC), Patrick Schulte (Columbus Crew), Zack Steffen (Colorado Rapids), Matt Turner (Crystal Palace).
Defenders: Max Arfsten (Columbus), Sergino Dest (PSV Eindhoven), Alex Freeman (Orlando City), DeJuan Jones (San Jose Earthquakes), Mark McKenzie (Toulouse), Tim Ream (Charlotte FC), Chris Richards (Crystal Palace), Miles Robinson (FC Cincinnati).
Midfielders: Brenden Aaronson (Leeds United), Tyler Adams (Bournemouth), Sebastian Berhalter (Vancouver Whitecaps), Johnny Cardoso (Real Betis), Luca de la Torre (San Diego FC), Diego Luna (Real Salt Lake), Jack McGlynn (Houston Dynamo), Quinn Sullivan (Philadelphia Union), Malik Tillman (PSV Eindhoven), Sean Zawadzki (Columbus).
Forwards: Patrick Agyemang (Charlotte), Folarin Balogun (Monaco), Damion Downs (Cologne), Brian White (Vancouver Whitecaps), Haji Wright (Coventry City).
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If the Hall of Fame is open to Pete Rose, it should find a spot for Curt Flood
Pete Rose would bring controversy and disrepute to the Hall of Fame. Curt Flood would help it tell the full story of baseball.
By Kevin Blackistone | 2025-05-22

St. Louis Cardinals outfielder Curt Flood is not in the Hall of Fame. (AP) 


That MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred decided to expunge the permanent ban on Pete Rose being eligible for baseball's Hall of Fame wasn't, for me, what was most uncomfortable. Instead, it was that his decision was clouded by an appearance of obsequiousness to a president, Donald Trump, who is running roughshod over so many institutions. The Constitution. The courts. Academia. The media. Corporate America. And now -- after an April meeting with Manfred in the White House -- sports. (Where is the "stick-to-politics" crowd?)
The president declared in February that he would pardon Rose, who died last year at 83. Rose pleaded guilty to falsifying tax returns. He also admitted to having sex with a teenage girl in the early 1970s, when he was in his 30s. He said he didn't know she was underage.
Nonetheless, Manfred, whose legal background is in labor and who was as steadfast as his predecessors in refusing Rose's reinstatement to baseball -- "I believe that when you bet on baseball, from Major League Baseball's perspective, you belong on the permanently ineligible list," he reiterated in 2022 -- flipped.
As a result, Rose's name will go before the Hall's Classic Baseball Era Committee -- which includes Hall of Fame players, managers, executives, historians and media members -- for voting in December 2027.
Rose's name won't be alone on the ballot. In 2024, for example, eight figures who made their bones before 1980 were up for induction by that committee -- among them Dick Allen and Dave Parker, who passed muster.
In two years, Rose, a Hall of Fame official assured me, will be joined on the ballot by Curt Flood. That provides the committee a chance to calm some of the nauseousness Trump and Manfred helped induce.
It was 55 years ago this week that Flood walked into a federal court in New York City to stand up to Major League Baseball's absolute control of its players in Flood v. Kuhn, the latter referring to then-commissioner Bowie Kuhn. Flood was the first witness. Weeks later, Flood lost. And he lost and lost again, right up the judicial ladder to the Supreme Court.
But the players -- our attraction to the game -- eventually won their freedom, or what we call free agency, after Flood all but sacrificed his career for his peers and those who would come after them. Eventually, that included pro football, basketball and hockey players. And soon, if Trump doesn't hypnotize NCAA President Charlie Baker -- who suggested openness to some sort of federal college sports commission proposed by Trump -- it will include college football and basketball players, who generate billions of dollars and still share in little of it.
There isn't a more conspicuous absence in baseball's shrine than Flood. And there isn't a more appropriate time to correct that than now.
Because another of our institutions that Trump is attempting to obliterate is the right of workers to organize to better their lot -- or exactly what Flood stood for on an athletic platform. Trump produced an executive order not long after taking office to erase the federal government's obligation to bargain with unions at well-known agencies, including most or all of the departments of Defense, Justice, State, Treasury, Veterans Affairs and Health and Human Services. After one court sided against the president, he found another just last week that agreed with him.
Then there is the private sector, where a blueprint Trump allies created to guide his second term, known as Project 2025, all but calls for the dilution of unions with recommendations to investigate workers organizations that look like unions. That is anti-baseball -- and anti-sports, as we have come to know them, and as their laborers have come to enjoy them.
Flood, after whom the 10/5 Rule -- which gives players with 10 years of service time, including five with their current club, the right to veto a trade -- is nicknamed, wasn't the first in baseball to challenge what Trump embodies today. Baseball players first tried to gain some freedom by wiggling away from the game's reserve clause that in the 19th century bound them to their team's owners like a cow on the farm. John Montgomery Ward organized the first players union, the Brotherhood of Professional Base Ball Player, in 1885.
It was the beginning of what made baseball the national pastime because, as baseball historian Krister Swanson noted in his book "Baseball's Power Shift," early ballplayers "enjoyed the same basic relationship with the capital class as workers of every stripe did during the Gilded Age. Team owners sought to exercise the same control over their players as factory owners enjoyed over their workers. The owners, often referred to as magnates, structured the standard player contract to limit the players' freedom of contract, bargaining power, and control over working conditions. Ballplayers, just like workers in other industries, sought to unionize in order to improve their conditions and found themselves dealing with the same frustrations as other nascent unions of the time."
Flood was a laborer or, as he declared, a "well-paid slave." Trump is a magnate, a political actor who has an insatiable appetite to break everything he can touch and replace it with something that fits his aesthetic.
"Anything that is one-sided in our society is wrong," Jackie Robinson testified for Flood during the trial.
So what better way for baseball to affirm one of its pillars -- one of our country's pillars -- than for the next meeting of the Classic Baseball Era Committee to elect Curt Flood? There is nothing controversial about that.
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Jacob deGrom only knew one speed. Slowing down has helped him thrive.
DeGrom, a two-time Cy Young Award winner with the New York Mets, is healthy for the first time in years after he adopted a new outlook in his third season with the Texas Rangers.
By Chelsea Janes | 2025-05-22

Texas Rangers right-hander Jacob deGrom is 4-1 with a 2.33 ERA in 10 starts this season. (Julio Cortez/AP)


NEW YORK -- Jacob deGrom knows now that he never had to try so hard. His fastball is good enough to dominate even when it doesn't touch 100 mph, and it has been since that night 11 years ago when he sat in the visitors' clubhouse at Yankee Stadium as a hard-throwing, unproven New York Met waiting to make his major league debut.
Now, as he lounges in that same clubhouse as a member of the Texas Rangers, cemented as legend but five years removed from the last time he stayed healthy enough to add to it, he can see that he probably could have thrived throwing 95 every now and then.
But who is Jacob deGrom if not an embodiment of this pitching generation, a man whose arm could never withstand the force it generated for long, but was so magical when it did that there was no alternative but to try?
"You can't live with the what ifs. There's a lot of them, obviously. I never really thought about [ratcheting back when I was young] because every time I took the ball, the goal was to win," deGrom said this week. "I still take it that way. I was younger at that time and felt like I could do it. Now it's about trying to be smart and continue pitching for quite a while."
At 36, deGrom is 10 starts and 58 innings into a 2025 season that already includes more of both than his first two seasons with the Rangers combined. His four-seam fastball, which averaged 99.2 mph as recently as 2021, is down to a measly 97.1, according to Baseball Savant. And his slider, which used to slice away from hitters at an untouchable 92.6 mph in 2022, now floats toward home at 89.3. He is no longer trying to dominate with his fastball alone, throwing more sliders than before, though those are not exactly easy on elbows, either.
All of it is by design, because deGrom has realized that doing a bit less will probably be the only way his twice-repaired right elbow will allow him to pitch much more. It has been six years since he stayed healthy through a full 162-game season, which just happens to be when he won the second of his two Cy Young Awards.
"Looking at what's probably best for me, going out there, try to pitch a little bit smarter, mix in an off-speed, curveball, that feels less stressful than constantly ripping fastballs," deGrom said. "... Also adjusting the work in between, bullpens are a little bit lighter, effort-wise, there's quite a few different things I'm going to do to manage the workload."

DeGrom struck out nine in seven strong innings against the Yankees in his most recent start Wednesday night. (John Jones/Imagn Images)


DeGrom occupies a unique place in this generation's ace-related lore, and health occupies an overwhelming portion of his.
He is not as prolific, and therefore not as decorated, as Clayton Kershaw, Max Scherzer or Justin Verlander -- all of whom have three Cy Young awards and multiple World Series titles to their names. He has been injured too often to accumulate the postseason resume of Zack Wheeler or the recent prestige of Gerrit Cole.
Twenty-three starters have thrown more innings since the day he debuted, so six active starters have had time to accumulate more strikeouts in that span. But no starting pitcher in history who has thrown at least 1,000 innings has a better strikeout-to-walk ratio than deGrom's 5.40.
That unmatched combination of power and control is the reason so many people who inhabit MLB dugouts would call deGrom the best starter of the era -- including, but not limited to, Yankees superstar Aaron Judge, who called deGrom "one of the best pitchers of our generation" Tuesday night.
He is certainly endowed with the best pure stuff, able to touch 100 and the edge of the plate simultaneously, then peel a low-90s slider away from anyone who dares load early. He is as lanky as they come but repeats his delivery like a compact machine.
But after starting his career with six dominant seasons and those two consecutive Cy Youngs, he has not pitched 200 innings since 2019, battling shoulder issues in 2022 before needing a second Tommy John procedure in 2023 (his first came in 2010 when he was a minor leaguer). He felt so fragile at times that a spring training injury came to feel inevitable.
When the Rangers gave him $185 million for five years before the 2023 season, it was fair to wonder whether they would get much out of him at all. He made nine starts in the first two years of that deal combined, including five in the second half of the 2023 season that helped keep Texas afloat. But by the time the postseason started, he was out with an injury again, and he had to watch the Rangers win the World Series without him.
But this year, with a fully healthy offseason behind him and no lingering arm trouble to speak of, deGrom reevaluated. Instead of trying to blow hitters away, he wanted to stay healthy. He looked at some of his better and healthier years and noticed he wasn't pumping 99-mph fastballs but sitting at 95 or 96.
"I looked at some of the years, there were a couple years where my velocity was down and I would still get outs. It's about trusting your stuff and location," deGrom said. "So having the thought that I feel like I can locate pretty well, I thought I would be able to get outs."
So far, so good. After he threw seven sparkling innings in an eventual walk-off loss to the Yankees on Wednesday night, deGrom is pitching to a 2.33 ERA with 62 strikeouts and 12 walks in 58 innings pitched. He has combined with Nathan Eovaldi, Tyler Mahle, Jack Leiter and recently, Patrick Corbin, to give Texas the best rotation in the American League -- one the Rangers (25-25 entering Thursday) have desperately needed as their offense struggles.
"I'm happy for him. He was getting a little tired of sitting on the sidelines," Rangers Manager Bruce Bochy said. "... He's one of the best pitchers ever in the game. For us to have the guy that we signed, it's obviously important for us to have the talent, but to have him around, too, being with the guys and not rehabbing, he's a pleasure."

DeGrom talks with Rangers pitching coach Mike Maddux during a game last month. (Stephen Brashear/AP)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/22/is-jacob-degrom-healthy/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Chasing ghosts with Dale Earnhardt Jr.
Approaching the age his dad was when he died at Daytona, a second-generation legend went looking for answers. I went looking, too.  
By Kent Babb | 2025-05-22
MOORESVILLE, N.C. -- For as long as he can remember, Dale Earnhardt Jr. has had a recurring dream. He's at some racetrack, in a garage or the pits, and there's his daddy talking to some guys.
Dale Sr. is in flannel and jeans, like he just came off the farm. He looks the same as the day he died: Eyes still narrow, hair just as dark, creases rippling off his mustache like rings in a pond. Junior wants to walk toward him, maybe ask a question that's been percolating for years.
But he can't move.
"I want to go, 'Hey!' But that's not working," he says. "I'm as close as I can get."
Ancient civilizations believed dreams were spiritual rendezvous points where the dead could check in on the living. Until recently, Junior says, he could count on one of these visits about once a year. And since he's not allowed at his dad's actual grave, he always tries to avoid waking up.
He just stands there, watching and listening, for as long as he can.

Family photo of Dale Earnhardt Jr. (donna)


Before Junior's birthday one year, he glanced in a mirror. The face staring back was old. Sun spots, gray hairs, lines around his lips and eyes. NASCAR's cocky boy wonder, with his cap perpetually backward and his tips forever frosted, was long gone.
"I don't feel this old," he told me last fall. "I kind of got to this point in my life before I expected to."
Middle age is sneaky like that, and though Junior is still lively and trim, he's just another husband and father whose glory years are gone. A big night used to be mainlining Bud Heavy until sunlight slipped between the pines outside his secret drinking hole. Now it's a koozie hiding a nonalcoholic brew.
In October 2023, Junior turned 49. That's the same age his dad was in 2001, when, before the last turn on the last lap of the Daytona 500, Dale Earnhardt Sr.'s car bumped into Sterling Marlin's, sending the iconic No. 3 careening into the wall at 160 mph.

A crash on the last lap of the Daytona 500 on Feb. 18, 2001, claimed the life of Dale Earnhardt Sr. (3). (Greg Suvino/AP)


"We've lost Dale Earnhardt," NASCAR President Mike Helton said when he announced, two hours after the crash, that Dale Sr. was dead.
Seventeen million people had watched it live, a seemingly minor collision that turned haunting the moment driver Kenny Schrader looked through Earnhardt's window and frantically waved for emergency personnel. In the quarter-century since, Schrader has never spoken about what he saw.
Until then, crashes were as intertwined with the sport as cigarettes and beer. (Its top two levels: the Winston Cup and Busch series.) Wrecks at racetracks claimed the lives of eight drivers in the 1980s and '90s, and initiating contact and walking away from crashes was why Dale Sr., nicknamed "The Intimidator," was so popular.
Now, after a wreck he couldn't walk away from, NASCAR had no choice but to confront and overhaul its outdated safety mechanisms. No driver has died since.
"A horrible thing," Junior said on his podcast, "The Dale Jr. Download," in 2023. "The whole sport had to go through it."
Beneath something so unprecedented was a most relatable thing: a shell-shocked young man who had lost his dad. Gone in that same instant were the answers to a million questions, lessons to be learned, the hope of some beer-fueled conversation that would smooth out wrinkles of the past.

Safety workers covered Dale Earnhardt Sr.'s car after the crash. (Greg Suvino/AP)


"They were just developing this relationship," says Kelley Earnhardt Miller, Junior's older sister. "To have that pulled out from under him, to have it taken away, was a second tragedy."
It's a lonely feeling, and one I happened to know. Fourteen months after Junior's dad died, so did mine.
Michael Babb wasn't famous, but as a bass guitarist for a 1970s Southern rock band, he had come close. After High Cotton broke up, my father came home, bringing addictions to drugs and alcohol with him.
I was 15 when, for the first time, I confronted him about his drinking, and we got into a fistfight. I never listened to High Cotton's record, deciding it couldn't possibly be good. He loved NASCAR, which meant I hated it. I was into real sports, and when I shared my dream of a career writing about baseball or football, he didn't understand.

A young Dale Earnhardt Jr. with his dad. (Getty Images) 


I was studying journalism in college in 2002 when my grandmother called. "They think he's gone," she said. His heart had become enlarged, and while he was painting a house one day, it just stopped.
He was 51. That's all I know, and because a pipeline of information got shut off, that's most of what I ever will.
I'm 43 now, and since the day my dad died, there has been something unsettling about the idea of turning 51. I've learned this is common among people who've lost a parent young, or what is called an "off-time" death. Psychologists suggest these feelings of anxiety and fear, alongside a gradually intensifying urge to learn about your bloodline, are like a final stage of grief. And it's one that most people, and in particular men, rarely talk about or explore.
I did want to talk about it, preferably with someone who understood. And though I never took to NASCAR, I knew Junior and I belonged to the same unfortunate club. I wondered if he thought about it, if he dreaded turning 49, how he was coping as he approached the age his daddy was.
So, before his birthday in 2023, I asked if he'd be open to talking. He said yes.

Like his father, Dale Earnhardt Jr. had a long racing career and was inducted into the NASCAR Hall of Fame. (Al Bello/Getty Images)



Dale Earnhardt Sr. was in the NASCAR Hall of Fame's inaugural class. (Terry Renna/AP)



Dale Earnhardt Sr. became a legend driving the No. 3. (Jonathan Ferrey/Getty Images)



Dale Earnhardt Jr. started his Cup Series career driving the No. 8 car for his father's team, Dale Earnhardt Inc. (Jonathan Ferrey/Getty Images)


Of the dozen stops on North Carolina's "Dale Trail," none is more important and solemn than a quiet grove in downtown Kannapolis. Dale Earnhardt Sr. grew up here and put the town on the map, and following his death, it became the epicenter of despair.
Now, past cypress shrubs, are seven stairs that represent the number of Dale Sr.'s Cup championships. Benches are grouped in sets of three, a nod to his car number. At the center is a nine-foot bronze statue.
"OUR FRIEND AND CHAMPION," reads one of the plaques.

After Dale Earnhardt Sr.'s death, fans starting giving a three-finger salute on the third lap of NASCAR races. (Craig Jones/Allsport)



A fan pays tribute to Earnhardt at the Daytona 500 in 2021, 20 years after his death. (Chris O'Meara/AP)


In places like this, the homegrown star belongs to everyone. Especially when, like Kannapolis, the place is one of a thousand Southern mill villages that sprouted a century ago, spun cotton into yarn and then, when the textile industry cratered, plunged into decay.
Dale Sr., a high school dropout, actually worked those looms. He married young and had his first son, Kerry, at 18. But he didn't know how to be a husband or a father, so he abandoned both and took off for some dirt track to chase his dream.
Earnhardt fans love all that, because their fantasy was his life. He achieved wealth and superstardom in America's most blue-collar sport, doing so with a defiance and fury that made you either love or hate him.
By the time Kelley and Junior were born, both to Dale Sr.'s second wife, Brenda, the local legend had gone regional. He skipped out of town to enter races outside Charlotte or Atlanta, paying entry fees instead of his bills, and the last car that drivers wanted to see in their mirror in those years was the damn No. 3, because that meant they were about to get passed or knocked out of the way.

It seemed that the only thing that could save him from a life sentence of dead-end jobs was getting his racecar to the front, whatever the cost. (Reed Saxon/AP)


Dale Sr. didn't see racing as dangerous. That was a myth, he once declared, propagated by "Yankees." When NASCAR started requiring drivers to wear a five-point harness in 1976, the response to nearly a dozen deaths over the previous decade-plus, Dale Sr. said the added safety measures made the sport more hazardous.
"The only reason I broke my collarbones was because I had my safety straps on," he told a reporter in 1980, the year he won five races and his first Cup championship.
The folks back home loved that, and soon the whole sports world was taking notice. By the end of the 1980s, a million people a year were attending NASCAR races, more tuned in for live broadcasts and Fortune 500 companies were angling to sponsor top drivers.
Dale Sr. went back to Kannapolis when he could, but never for long. He skipped his kids' bedtime, soccer games and high school graduations. When Dad was around, Junior made sure Dale Sr. saw him playing with toy cars and turning cardboard into a miniature speedway.
"Always wanting that attention," Kelley says now. "Wanting to be noticed."
Dale Sr. had become a hero to millions of kids, including his own. Kelley stopped fighting for her dad's affection, but Junior never did. After races, he could often be seen elbowing through the crowd to be photographed next to his dad.

Father and son after a race in 1990. (George Tiedemann/Sports Illustrated/Getty Images)


When that didn't work, a teenage Junior found new ways to get Dale Sr.'s attention. He smoked cigarettes and played video games with friends from nearby Mooresville, which they called the "Dirty Mo." Dale Sr. liked Hank Williams Jr. and Alannah Myles; Junior preferred the Stone Temple Pilots and Rob Base. He slept past noon, let the dishwasher and trash overflow, assembled an impressive collection of soiled dishes under his bed.
For better or worse, it all led to the heavy sound of Daddy stomping toward his room.
When Junior was 6, Dale Sr. had started his own racing team, Dale Earnhardt Inc., and bought hundreds of acres near Kannapolis. NASCAR was becoming a national curiosity, with Dale Sr. as its pitchman, carrying the brand in commercials for McDonald's and Coca-Cola. In time, every speedway in America overflowed with shirts and flags and decals with the slanted "3," and kids built models of Earnhardt's menacing GM Goodwrench car.

A millionaire many times over, Earnhardt won seven NASCAR Winston Cup championships. (Jonathan Ferrey/Getty Images)


Junior, meanwhile, got himself sent to military school. That didn't take, so Dale Sr. got his son a job changing oil at Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet, but he quickly got fired. When Dad tried connecting with Junior by bringing him to the track or letting him get behind the wheel of one of Dale Sr.'s cars, Junior showed only a talent for wrecking them.
In the 1990s, Dale Sr. was trying to break Richard Petty's record of seven Cup championships. His son was living in a double-wide, smoking and drinking with his buddies, on his daddy's land. One day Dale Sr. stormed in and scolded Junior for wasting his life, and the two went at it.
Junior erupted, accusing his father of caring more about strangers than his own family. His son? The kid saddled with the same name? He couldn't even get the attention, Junior told him, of a "pimple on your ass."

Dale Earnhardt Jr. has a collection of racecar husks on his property in North Carolina. (Courtesy of Dale Earnhardt, Jr.)


Hidden on Junior's property, along the banks of a narrow creek, is a vast graveyard. There are at least 80 bodies out there, scattered across an unmarked wooded area accessible only by ATV.
Here, in rural North Carolina, lie the charred remains of the car Juan Pablo Montoya crashed into a track dryer during the 2012 Daytona 500, the tub of an IndyCar that Will Power once wrecked and quasi-recognizable cars once driven by Tony Stewart, Jeff Gordon and Mark Martin.
"I've never paid a dime for any of them," Junior says. "They're just trash."
So why collect them? What's the point in dispatching Sonny Lunsford, an old buddy with a flatbed, to haul away somebody else's junk?

A torn-up body from the No. 42. (Courtesy of Dale Earnhardt, Jr. )



The No. 59 is surrounded by vegetation. (Courtesy of Dale Earnhardt, Jr. )



Trees surround an old car. (Courtesy of Dale Earnhardt, Jr. )


In 1998, Junior got serious enough about racing that his dad gave him a shot to drive one of his cars full time in the Busch Series, essentially NASCAR's Class AAA league. Considering Junior's clearest talent was destroying these hyper-engineered machines, he had no idea why.
The only advice Dale Sr. gave him? "Don't lift," he told Junior, because success requires fearlessness. Cars are often separated by inches, even as they try to avoid (or initiate) contact while approaching 200 mph on turns with gravity-defying inclines. No matter the consequences, good drivers never lift their foot off the accelerator.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. drove full time for his father's team in the second-tier Busch Series in 1998. (Sporting News/Getty Images) 


Yes, sir. Junior won seven races in 1998, when he was just 23, and six more the next year, claiming consecutive Busch Series championships. He showed a familiarly aggressive style and a rare gift for feeling the air open up around his car, flying past competitors and, in 2000, into the big leagues. Damned if he didn't win two Cup races, same as his daddy.
Still, it took getting to Victory Lane for his dad to tell him he was proud. If Junior didn't win, Dale Sr. didn't show up.
Junior was 26 when the 2001 season began. That year's Daytona 500, the most important event on the NASCAR calendar, featured Junior and Senior sitting sixth and seventh, right next to each other, as they started their engines. Both were among the favorites to win, with Dale Sr. trying to win Daytona for the second time in four years.

In 2001, Dale Earnhardt Sr. was seeking his second Daytona 500 victory. (David Bergman/Sports Illustrated/Getty Images)



Father and son were side by side at the start of the 2001 Daytona 500. (George Tiedemann/Sports Illustrated/Getty Images)


On the last lap, Junior's teammate Michael Waltrip was leading, and Junior was in second. That's when he saw his dad's car in his rearview. But he wasn't trying to pass or wreck him. In third place, Dale Sr. was blocking Sterling Marlin from a late surge, protecting a win for the team he owned.
Junior doesn't remember much about what came next. After he and Waltrip crossed the finish line, someone said something about a crash. A golf cart took Junior and Danny Earnhardt, Junior's uncle and a member of Dale Sr.'s pit crew, to a van. Then a crowded hospital lobby, where he saw anguished faces and a curtain. He looked behind it and saw his dad, who had been pronounced dead.
Junior doesn't remember the trip back to Kannapolis, either, or convening with extended family at his grandmother's house. Instead of processing what happened, he distracted himself by trying to be everyone's rock. No one saw him cry. A week after Daytona, he was at the track in Rockingham, North Carolina, acting as if nothing happened.
Thousands of fans waved flags with Dale Sr.'s No. 3 on them, and 23 seconds after the race started, Junior crashed into the wall. It isn't grief he recalls feeling. It's numbness.
"I didn't care if I died," he says. "I didn't want it to happen, but I was miserable in general all the time. I didn't give a f---."

"I didn't care if I died," Dale Earnhardt Jr. said. (Robert Laberge/Allsport)


Two months later, during a practice in Fontana, California, he crashed again. He says it took that wreck to "get my s--- together" and focus on not dying. But there were other stresses back home.
Dale Sr.'s last will and testament hadn't been updated since 1992, when Kelley and Junior were 20 and 18. It transferred the entirety of his estate -- the race team, the property, nearly two dozen trademarks -- to Dale Sr.'s third wife, Teresa, whom he had married after divorcing Junior's and Kelley's mother. Junior's car and his No. 8 now belonged to his stepmother.
Kelley says she and Junior were never invited to look through sentimental possessions, childhood items or family photos. Teresa rejected their input, she says, when planning Dale Sr.'s funeral and choosing a grave site.
His final resting place is less than a mile off Highway 3, behind a tall screened fence, down a dirt road, protected by cameras and more fencing. Not far from a pond is a walkway that leads to a mausoleum with EARNHARDT stamped in gold. Kelley says Teresa invited her and Junior to see it after their dad's interment.
Kelley hasn't been back. She says it's understood that she and her brother are unwelcome. "She's so extreme," she says of Teresa, "that we might get arrested."

An aerial view of Dale Earnhardt's final resting place. (Dozier Mobley/Getty Images)


I tried to reach Teresa Earnhardt directly but couldn't. Her lawyers declined my interview requests and did not respond to a question about whether Kelley and Junior actually are prohibited from visiting their dad's grave.
Junior, for his part, says he "might have" gone back by himself once. Fueled by some combination of liquid courage and that Earnhardt defiance, he admits, he invited himself to "sit and think."
That was at least 20 years ago, he says, around the same time NASCAR was issuing sweeping changes in the wake of Dale Sr.'s death. Drivers complained about having to wear head and neck restraints, and cars had to be outfitted with stronger roll bars and carbon fiber seats. Speedway walls were updated with upgraded barriers that dissipated energy during a crash.
Cars were expensive enough before the changes, but by 2002, teams were cutting full shells off car bodies to replace them with the newly mandated materials. Junior hated the idea of sending those shells to the scrapyard, so whenever he wrecked, he asked Sonny to tow the car home and dump it in the yard. Other teams offered their cars, too, and a collection grew: Darrell Waltrip's No. 11, covered in leaves and twigs; Mike Wallace's No. 52, sitting among the skinny trees; Kevin Harvick's No. 29, resting in peace behind Montoya's.

One of the many old race cars that Dale Earnhardt, Jr. has collected on his property in North Carolina. (Courtesy of Dale Earnhardt, Jr. )


There is, noticeably, nothing ever driven or owned by Dale Sr. Teresa controls those things, too, and Kelley suspects that's the real reason her brother did this.
"There's just this longing," Kelley says, "to put pieces together."
Junior shrugs at that theory, but it's hard to deny what the assemblage amounts to: a graveyard he doesn't have to sneak into. Each car body is a rusting monument, just five miles from his dad's more traditional memorial, to stories and recollections and moments in time. He built a place he can visit whenever he wants, for as long as he'd like, thinking about things such as the oddities of grief and how it leads a son to gather up twisted metal because it's one of the only ways to feel close to his dad.

Whisky River, a reproduction of an Old West town, is the centerpiece of Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s sprawling property. (Tim Dillon/USA Today)


Junior dreaded turning 40, in part because that's when he thought people naturally slow down. Some drivers go so far as suggesting that having kids makes you two-tenths of a second slower, but considering there's no evidence for this, it's just a convenient excuse for these Peter Pans to put off responsibilities while they chase each other for a living.
When he was in his 20s and early 30s, nobody staved off adulthood quite like Junior. Before the graveyard, he had Sonny build a thousand-square-foot tree house on his land, which he calls Dirty Mo Acres. He added a paintball course and a small herd of bison. A bit farther down the hill, he started dreaming up plans for the town of Whisky River.

Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s place is about 40 miles north of Charlotte. (Tim Dillon/USA Today)


"We needed a place to party," Sonny says of Junior's bachelor paradise. Specifically one that, unlike the local bars, had no last call.
At Junior's direction, Sonny brought in three 18-wheelers' worth of reclaimed Kannapolis timber and spent nine months constructing an Old West main drag: barbershop, mercantile, post office. The hub was a saloon, naturally, across the street from a church and the jail. "We didn't even start until 10, 11 o'clock at night," Sonny says.
While Sonny built, Junior kept the pedal down. Five months after his dad's fatal crash at Daytona, Junior dominated the same track to win the Pepsi 400. Then the Daytona 500 itself three years later. This cemented him as NASCAR's most beloved figure, named the sport's most popular driver for the first time in 2003. Nobody else won the award for 15 years. Budweiser was paying $1 million per race to sponsor Junior's red No. 8 Chevy, which, like his dad's black Goodwrench car, was becoming inextricably sewn into the fabric of Americana.
It was Junior, after all, who had won in Dover, Delaware, 12 days after the terrorist attacks of 9/11 -- and then circled the mile-long oval with an American flag dancing outside his window.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. celebrated with an American flag after winning in Dover, Delaware, 12 days after 9/11. (Jamie Squire/Allsport)


He was, like his dad, a perfectly imperfect brand ambassador -- relatable, sure, as the guy who fired up his car at Pocono Raceway with a gash on his head after a drunken swan dive into the shallow end of a pool. He occasionally started his own engine with a breakfast Bud and a lung dart and once scoured his house for anything carbonated because he demanded the hot tub have more bubbles.
At his 30th birthday party, in 2004, Junior's buddies rented out an Irish pub in Mooresville. They closed it down, a Marilyn Monroe look-alike sang "Happy Birthday," and somehow a few of them wound up in a boxing ring, where a professional bull rider gave Junior a black eye.
Refusing to grow up, 30 wound up being the age he stopped winning.
Junior blew off postrace analysis meetings to play Madden in his bus and had so much beer delivered to him that the distributor accused him of reselling it. His fans ignored the fact that, over a 108-race stretch, he won just three times. He withdrew, sparred with reporters, told girlfriends that he was never settling down.
Yet people were buying so much merchandise and companies were so keen on sponsoring him that Junior averaged about $20 million in yearly earnings. He made a cameo in Will Ferrell's "Talladega Nights," flew to Monaco for dinner with Jay-Z and Beyonce before appearing in a music video and traveled to nearby Concord, North Carolina, in his private helicopter to race NBA legend Shaquille O'Neal in a made-for-TV spectacle.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. raced NBA great Shaquille O'Neal in a made-for-TV event. (Travis Bell/Disney General Entertainment Content/Getty Images)


On the flight back to Mooresville, he looked through the window at a field below.
"There's Daddy," he told Mike Davis, his longtime road manager and branding specialist.
In 2007, Kelley and Junior got tired of working for a company their father started but was now controlled by their stepmom. They announced they were starting their own racing team, JR Motorsports, and leaving behind Junior's famed No. 8 Bud car. When Junior won in Brooklyn, Michigan, in 2008, his first victory in two years, it was in a No. 88 owned by Rick Hendrick and sponsored by Amp, an energy drink.

Dale Earnhardt Jr.'s first win in the No. 88 car came June 15, 2008, at Michigan International Speedway. (Nigel Kinrade/Sports Illustrated/Getty Images)



Rick Hendrick, left, celebrated a win the first season he brought Dale Earnhardt Jr. to his team. (Nigel Kinrade/Sports Illustrated/Getty Images)


He wouldn't win again for four more years. In 2012, he crashed during a tire test at Kansas Speedway, leaving him with the first of several of concussions that would force him to miss starts for the first time. His reaction time and peripheral vision weren't sharp, and he was experiencing balance problems that, because Junior is Junior, he measured in beer.
"Small headache," he wrote in his phone's Notes app, which became the basis of "Racing to the Finish," his 2018 memoir. "Drunk, one beer feeling."
"I got out of the car and felt 1 or 2 beers drunk," he wrote another time.
"Felt lazy and 1 beer drunk rest of the day."
He occasionally appeared on what was ostensibly his own podcast, except Davis and another guy hosted it. The guy it was named for wanted almost nothing to do with it.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. went four years between wins. (Wesley Hitt/Getty Images)



Dale Earnhardt Jr. suffered a concussion during the 2012 season. (John Harrelson/Getty Images)


"Kind of got ugly," Junior said after finishing 30th at Watkins Glen.
"Tough luck," he said after placing 35th at Chicago.
"Frustrating," he said after not finishing at all in Charlotte.
Before the 2014 season, Steve Letarte had become as much life coach as crew chief. Because it wasn't age that was slowing Junior down. It was immaturity, brain injuries and increasing self-doubt. That year at Talladega Superspeedway, where Dale Sr. won 10 times, Junior went into the pits before stomping the accelerator in an attempt to make up time.
Then, up ahead, he saw a massive crash unfolding. He did the one thing Daddy told him he couldn't: Junior lifted. And the worst part? There was no crash. He had avoided a collision that existed only in his imagination.
"My team was like, 'What was that?'" Junior says now. "I really couldn't hide what I'd done. They knew. They watched it. That's when I was like, 'Hmm, I wonder if I'm going to do this much longer.'"

Crew chief Steve Letarte helped Dale Earnhardt Jr. win four races in 2014. (Jared C. Tilton/NASCAR/Getty Images)


With Letarte in his ear, Junior, 39, won four races in 2014. That October, Kelley and Junior's girlfriend, Amy Reimann, threw him a blowout party for his 40th. The band 21 Pilots played, Kid Rock mingled, and the night came alive out in Junior's woods.
Everybody congregated in the saloon at Whisky River, drinking and singing and pounding the keys of an old red piano. At some point long before sunrise, the guests noticed the birthday boy was gone, having slipped into the darkness after walking past a painting of an aging cowboy.

Michael Babb wasn't famous, but as a bass guitarist for the 1970s Southern rock band High Cotton, he had come close. (Courtesy of Kent Babb)


My dad, like Junior's, is a frequent subject of my dreams. He is as I remember: beaten-down and resentful, frizzy gray hair, knuckles swollen with rheumatoid arthritis and flecked with paint.
He's frozen in time, even as my 20s and 30s have come and gone. Eight years ago, I became a father myself. I want to know more about the old band and why it broke up, to tell my two daughters about him, to answer questions about him and therefore myself.
The dreams often end with me feeling guilty. He's at home, surrounded by guitars he rarely plays. But not wanting to bother him, I just haven't called.
I explain this to Junior.
"Teresa said something really interesting one day very recently after he passed away," he says. "She said that missing someone you love is selfish, because you want them there for you. I always kind of kept that in the back of my mind. It made me try not to be selfish.
"But I do miss him. God, I wish he was here for me. I want him. I want to hug him. I want to talk to him, and I need him."

Dale Earnhardt Jr, left, and his father share a laugh during their media presentation in the family garage in 1999. (Bill O'leary/TWP)


Once he accepted this, he realized that there's nothing selfish about grief. So he stopped caring about what anybody else thought and tried to think of new ways to connect.
These days, people close to Junior joke that, if you're up late trying to score some obscure piece of Dale Sr. memorabilia on eBay and keep getting outbid, it's probably Junior who's outbidding you. Indeed, the last username you want to see in an auction history is DMA7488, who has bought and sold more than a thousand items since 2013 and, with an estimated net worth of $300 million, isn't about losing.
Vintage racing hats, early Dale Sr. shirts, scale models of cars his daddy once drove. Most sellers have no idea it's Junior, but one figured it out. Junior bought so many of the seller's die-cast cars that the two started emailing, and they recently spent an hour on the phone discussing the details of a custom 1976 No. 8 Chevy, the first car Dale Sr. raced at Daytona.
His phone is a portal, taking him to racing fan sites to look for photographs Junior has never seen. Pictures of the icon or the ghost? That's not the objective. It's the man. Junior says he has a dozen photo streams, organized by "chapters" of his dad's life. There, in "Dad 70s Sportsman," is a bushy-haired kid whose car is sponsored by a construction company. Here, in "1980-81," is a young man toasting victory with a Coke cup.

Dale Earnhardt Sr. before a race at Martinsville Speedway in 1976. (Dozier Mobley/Getty Images)



Dale Earnhardt Sr. driving the No. 8 car in Kingsport, Tennessee, in 1977. (Dozier Mobley/Getty Images)


"What hotel did they stay in?" Junior wrote on social media, alongside a black-and-white picture of the actual Chevy Nova his dad drove. "Did they eat at any local restaurants? Who all went down there with him? Was he nervous? I want to time travel."
These folders are precious, to be sure. But there's one he rarely shows anyone. "Just Dad" contains photos of Dale Sr. lounging at home or tinkering in his shop. Junior shows me a picture of his daddy at sunset, that familiar profile backlit as a fishing line drops into Lake Norman.
Junior is smiling.
"Just being a person," he says.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. got engaged to Amy Reimann in 2015. (Brian Lawdermilk/Getty Images)


In 2015, the portal took him to 18th-century Bavaria, where Johannes Ehrenhardt Sr. and his son boarded a passenger ship bound for Philadelphia. Two decades later, Johannes Jr. would be granted a tract of farmland in the British colony of Carolina. There, he would turn over the same dirt where, much later, his descendants would plant seeds and play games and, starting with Junior's grandfather, lay rubber.
Junior was so moved that, standing next to Amy in the ancient chapel where the Ehrenhardts once worshiped, he dropped to a knee and proposed marriage.
He was 40 and engaged, two things he once believed would slow him down. But he won three times in 2015, after reaching victory lane just eight times in his 30s. The next season, he finished second in three of his first eight races.
Then his concussion symptoms returned. There were no horrific crashes. Just dozens of minor ones, each jostling his neck and head. He struggled to tie shoelaces and buckle a belt, and his reaction time and vision had dulled.
"Angry for no reason," he wrote in his Notes app. He told no one, not even Amy.
"Close to puking," he wrote later.
"Seems to be getting worse."
He pledged to donate his brain and was ruled out for the final 18 races of 2016. During his time off, he took interest in a new project: actually hosting his own podcast. His plan was to interview racing buddies and the sport's pioneers, and soon "Dirty Mo Acres" was adding a dedicated studio. As time passed, Junior noticed that his questions and guests seemed to follow a trend.
"We're at that part of our lives," he says, "where we're reconciling with our past."

Michael Babb, far left, and High Cotton. (Courtesy of Kent Babb)



With Babb on base, the 1970s Southern rock band made it to the edge of fame, touring with the Doobie Brothers and the Allman Brothers. (Courtesy of Kent Babb)


After my dad died, I felt an urgency to accomplish every goal and live as much as possible before age 51. I needed to be established in my career, to have started a family, to see the world in what felt like a truncated time. Even as I notched those things, I wondered what my dad would've thought.
You never stop wanting to impress your parents, even after they're gone. There's a longing to speak as equals.
"I would love to say, 'Hey, when I pissed you off that day,'" Junior says, "'you were right. What an a--hole I was. I was not using my head.'"
But when all you have are memories, yours and those held by others, you protect them. Concussions were now threatening Junior's long-term brain circuitry, and after the 2017 season, he retired. When he spun out at Daytona, after the front of Kyle Busch's car sent Junior's careening into a wall, that was it.
However much time he had left, he didn't want to spend it in pursuit of more wins. He wanted closure. Junior had traditionally avoided conversations about his dad's death, partly because he didn't remember much about that day. Now armed with a microphone, he interviewed guests about the things they remembered, trying to bring a blurry picture into focus.
Mike Helton, the NASCAR president in 2001, described the moments before his announcement that Earnhardt was gone. "We just lost the greatest driver we've ever had. What am I supposed to say?" Helton said.
Then came Kenny Schrader, who, after peeking into Earnhardt's car window after the wreck, frantically waved for emergency personnel. Schrader had never revealed what he had seen, and Junior didn't want him to do so on the podcast. Instead, he wanted to read Schrader something.

Kenny Schrader has never publicly revealed what he saw when he looked into Dale Earnhardt Sr.'s car. (Robert Laberge/Allsport) 


"You're one of the few to see the darkest moment for my dad," he said, reading from a laptop. "You have intimate knowledge of those moments; you are a keeper of that delicate information.
"I feel pain for you to have to carry that memory. But you carry it for me. You carry it for Kelley. ... I know you might sometimes wish that you weren't the one, but I'm glad it was you."
And Sterling Marlin, whose collision with Earnhardt had preceded the crash and, in the weeks afterward, spurred death threats.
"I hope that you've carried no sliver of guilt," Junior told him.
Junior turned 46, an age his grandfather Ralph had died before reaching, and kept asking questions.
"What were some of the not-so-great things about him?" Junior says. "We've been talking about how insane amazing he was all these years, and sometimes it's fun to talk about how real he was."
So Junior and Kelley asked their mother, Brenda, why she and Dale Sr. had divorced. He was addicted to racing, yes. But there was also a clear avoidance of responsibility. His own father's fatal heart attack had shaken him, kicking off a few years of emotional instability and financial distress. Rather than confront his own grief, he distracted himself -- driving, tinkering or disappearing into the woods.
Hank Parker Sr., a pro fisherman and one of Dale Sr.'s closest friends, came on to tell Junior about one of their hunting trips. As they were waiting for a deer, Parker's son called, and Parker told his boy he loved him. Dale Sr. looked jealous.
"I don't know how to love my kid like you love your kid," Parker said his friend told him.
"He was never able to express to you how much he loved you," Parker went on. "Never was able. You always felt like he loved you when you won and he didn't when you didn't win."
Junior just let him talk.

Father and son had one full season of racing together in the Cup Series in 2000, when each won two races. (George Tiedemann/Sports Illustrated/Getty Images)


"I've always wanted, somehow," Parker continued, "to get you and grab hold of your shoulders and tell you how hurt he was that he didn't know how to express his love for you. ... It also showed me a side of him that was sad."
Last year, Junior's longtime crew chief, Tony Eury Sr., was his guest. It was the same day JR Motorsports announced that, after Teresa Earnhardt let the trademark expire on the old No. 8 Bud car, Kelley and Junior had bought it back. He and Eury were talking about Dale Sr.'s fateful decision so many years ago to put Junior, after all those wrecks and so many arguments, into one of his cars.
"You knew he wasn't happy. He let you know," Eury said. Dale Sr. wasn't sure Junior even wanted to race. "I said: 'Dale, they're kids. Put him in it. Spend your money on him, and we'll go see.
"'We'll know in a year if he's got it or not.'"

Dale Earnhardt Jr. spent time with daughter Isla on Sept. 20, 2024, at Bristol Motor Speedway before his final NASCAR race. (Jonathan Bachman/Getty Images)


It's September 2024, the end of summer, sunset on a humid Friday. Junior is 49. Since retiring from full-time racing, he does one or two tracks a year. This time it's Bristol Motor Speedway, where, in 1979, Dale Sr. got his first win.
Junior won't say it, but everyone knows this is his last NASCAR race. There's something poetic about a circle closing here, at the precise moment a new rotation begins. Junior and Amy's two young daughters, 6-year-old Isla and 3-year-old Nicole, are here on pit road, smelling the singed rubber and hearing the air guns, as Daddy stands next to his car.
He picks up Nicole and points toward the speedway lights, then his blue No. 88 car.
"I'm trying to see if it might register with my girls that I did that. That I do this," Junior says. "This is what our family does."
Junior kisses Amy and high-fives Isla. Then he climbs in and buckles his head and neck restraint. Junior knows it won't be long before his girls start asking about the man they see in so many pictures, eyes hidden by sunglasses, usually looking fearsome. That'll be a good day, he says, to ride over to Kannapolis and, because they can't visit the grave, show them the statue.
It belongs to everybody, he'll explain, because "The Intimidator" was everybody's. But Papa Dale? The man Junior has spent the past decade getting to know? He's theirs, and the two little girls with strawberry hair don't have to share him.
"He was this guy. He did this thing. Then he died," he'll say.
"I hope that one day, they go: 'Hey Dad, tell me about Daytona. Tell me about winning the Daytona 500 in 2004. Tell me about going to Victory Lane when you were a kid. What was like that?'
"I want them to get to a point to where they're asking me about that part in my life. It may take some time. There's a lot to talk about."

Dale Earnhardt Jr. and teammate Michael Waltrip, left, shared an emotional embrace July 7, 2001, at Daytona International Speedway, where Earnhardt won five months after his father's fatal crash at the same track. (ISC Images & Archives/Getty Images) 


As I wrote this story, I reached out to my dad's old bandmates, to ask about the man I never got to meet.
Before he was my dad, they said, Michael was a prankster who'd do anything for a laugh. The band toured the East Coast, opening for the Doobie Brothers and the Allman Brothers, and a disagreement with Ted Nugent's road crew nearly led to an onstage brawl, lead singer Jeff Logan told me. Logan and Phillip "Flip" Myers, the band's drummer, disagree on why things eventually fell apart. Too little money, Jeff says. Creative differences with legendary producer Allen Toussaint, Flip says. They recorded a second album that was never released.
"We were damn close to breaking through," says Flip, who's 76. "I think about it every day."
Not long after we spoke, a package from Jeff arrived: an 8-track of High Cotton's first record, a remastered CD, a half-dozen pictures of a man in his early 20s, lively and grooving. I handed the packet to Lilah and Lucy, my daughters. The guy with the dark hair flowing from beneath a cowboy hat? That's Grandpa Michael.
That day in Bristol, Junior finishes seventh and climbs out of his car. Someone hands him a water on pit road, and he drains it and asks for a beer. Fans line a walkway, yelling for an Earnhardt one more time, and drivers walk over for high-fives and hugs. Junior empties the one can, so somebody brings out a cooler. He reaches in and slips another Bud (Select) into a koozie.
This was a race, sure. It was also a goodbye, the kind drivers used to not get. Junior changes out of his fire suit and into a T-shirt and jeans, opening a third beer as he walks over to mingle with fans. A staffer hands Junior his glasses, and lines ripple across his cheeks as he smiles for selfies.
It's nearly midnight when Amy and several friends join, another party just getting started. I ask Junior about the podcast guest he wants most, the one he can never have. But if he could, what would be his first question? What is it he wants to ask his father?
He pauses, thinking about it, and smiles.
"How'd I do?" he says.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. held daughter Nicole before his final race. (Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images)


Last October, just three weeks after Bristol, Junior woke into what felt like a dream. His dad wasn't in this one; in fact, the visits stopped around the time Junior turned 49. Instead, he was in a beach house in the Lowcountry, a wife and two daughters next to him in bed.
It was his 50th birthday.
He made it, reaching an age his daddy never did, the last person to ever pass the great Dale Earnhardt. The family spent a lazy day on the coast.
"Just Amy and my girls," he says.
They went to a local joint with a balcony, and Kelley Venmoed Amy to buy her little brother a drink. The four of them sat there for hours, all Junior wanted, just feeling the breeze and listening to his girls for as long as he could.
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The extraordinary ability that may make James Wood a superstar
Nationals outfielder James Wood has a gift, and it's already turned him a terrifying major league hitter.
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-05-22

Washington Nationals outfielder James Wood isn't a superstar yet, but he could be on his way. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


On Aug. 2, 2022, the day the Washington Nationals went full-on, slow-burn rebuild, coaches and other staff of the San Diego Padres were just about giddy. Juan Soto would be wearing the brown and yellow of the Friars.
A.J. Preller, the general manager who had just shipped six players to Washington for Soto and first baseman Josh Bell, came down to the clubhouse. The staff expected a celebration. Preller exhaled, according to a person who was there. He said something that amounted to this: "Ooof. I just traded the next superstar in the game."
That would be James Wood, then 19 and a Class A outfielder in the Padres' system, now 22 and on the brink of reaching Preller's assessment with the Nationals. He's not a superstar, not quite, not yet, what with just his 129th major league game scheduled for Thursday night against the Atlanta Braves. But listen to some of the calls from opposing announcers, those who haven't quite familiarized themselves with his night-in, night-out potential for eyes-out-of-the-sockets-moments.
"Oh, he is scary," said Kevin Brown of the Orioles after Wood connected on a game-tying moonshot to center last Friday in Baltimore. "He's the monster at the end of the horror film. He's always lurking in the closet."
There's plenty more where those came from. But first, the call that gets to the heart of what Wood is doing, and why he's so frightening to the rest of the league: Fourth inning on April 19 in Colorado, with two men aboard. Wood got a fastball from Rockies reliever Chase Dollander. He smoked it out to left.
"He may have as much opposite-field pop as anybody in the game," Rockies TV play-by-play man Drew Goodman said.
"He's like a left-handed Aaron Judge," color analyst Jeff Huson replied.
Funny they should hit on those notes. The first quarter-plus of Wood's first full season in the majors is impressive for a lot of reasons. He entered the week on pace for 40 homers and 100 RBIs, benchmarks that -- should he reach them -- would make him just the ninth player to check both boxes at age 22 or younger in the history of the game. That club: Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Eddie Matthews (twice), Joe DiMaggio, Johnny Bench, Juan Gonzalez, Alex Rodriguez, Mel Ott and Ronald Acuna Jr. Decent company, and none of those guys did it with fewer plate appearances entering their age 22 season than Wood, who had just 336 after he was called up last year.
Now, he doesn't have 40 homers or 100 RBIs yet. He has four-plus months to go, and maintaining consistency over an entire season is a young player's greatest challenge. Where he is now, though: Locked in exactly where he needs to be, smoking balls from center to left field -- as a left-handed hitter, the opposite way.
"That's kind of how I've always done it," Wood said Wednesday. "Just was always taught to stay in the middle of the field. By the time I got to pro ball, that's just how I did it."

Just 22, Wood has fewer than 600 career major league plate appearances. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post) 


This is a preternatural trait, and it makes Wood's future as a hitter almost limitless. His default mode is to take pitches from the middle of the plate to the outside corner and drive them the opposite direction. For so many hitters -- those for whom pulling the ball would seem to generate the most power -- this has to be taught. When it comes naturally, it's a gift.
"He understands who he is," Manager Dave Martinez said. "He's not trying to just go ahead and pull everything."
Viscerally, that seems true. But the numbers show it as well. According to the indispensable FanGraphs, entering play Thursday, the 6-foot-7 Wood has a .975 slugging percentage to the opposite field, a ridiculous number that ranks fourth in the majors. (Judge is first at a decidedly more ridiculous 1.371.) Throw in his numbers to center, and nine of his 11 doubles and nine of his 12 homers have come from the middle of the field left -- areas where he is slugging a combined .828.
Kevin Frandsen, the MASN color analyst for Nats games, is often left chuckling on the broadcast when Wood unleashes a seed the other way.
"It's a horse laugh," said Frandsen, who pointed out he played with and against Bryce Harper and called games for the Phillies when Soto came up with the Nats. Those are two of the best left-handed hitters of their generation.
"There's just like an effortlessness with [Wood] that's different than both those guys," Frandsen said. "And then you match up the size. Like, you're not supposed to have that swing with those long limbs. ... The way that his body works, his body works better going there," and he pointed to where left-center would be.
Sometimes, it goes "there" in extraordinary ways. In an April 11 game at Miami, the Nationals led by a run as Wood led off the ninth. The Marlins' television team of play-by-play man Kyle Sielaff and analyst Rod Allen extolled Wood's attributes as reliever Luarbert Arias worked.
"You don't see many offensive players that are 6 feet, 7 inches," Allen said. "I mean, Judge is a big boy. But not many this height, with this grace, with this kind of a swing."
Wood took two balls.
"With plate discipline," Allen continued. "That's what's so scary. Most guys that are 22 years old do not have this kind of plate discipline."
Wood took a third pitch out of the zone.
"He wouldn't be swinging 3-0, would he?" Allen wondered.
"I'd turn him loose," Sielaff said. "What the heck? You're up by a run."
Arias delivered a fastball down and in.
"I didn't even realize that's where the pitch was," Wood said Wednesday.
He unleashed another smooth swing, delivering the barrel to the ball, which sprung from his bat on a line.

Wood's smooth, graceful swing belies his size. (Jim Rassol/Imagn Images) 


"Oooop!" Sielaff blurted. "Uh-oh. Good lord. Are you kidding me?"
The ball screamed over the wall just left of center field, landing 400 feet away.
"Oh, no he didn't," Sielaff said.
"Yes, he did," Allen replied.
"No, he didn't."
"Yes, he did."
"No way," Sielaff said as Wood rounded the bases. "How many other guys in baseball are doing that?"
"Dude," Allen said, dumbfounded. "Dude, dude, dude, dude. Come on now. That's 400."
"On a string."
"Against the traffic," Allen said, referring to the prevailing air current at LoanDepot Park. "At 111 miles an hour. On a 3-0 pitch."
"That's not possible," Sielaff concluded.
On any given night, James Wood makes such events possible. He is not fully formed. He has not played even a complete major league season. But at 22, he has a combination of a beyond-his-years approach and uncommon athletic ability that may make the words of the general manager who traded him prophetic. He may be the next superstar in the game.

Wood accepts congratulations after hitting a home run that stunned the Marlins' television announcers. (Lynne Sladky/AP) 
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Stop whining about the tush push and figure out how to stop it
The Philadelphia Eagles' highly efficient and effective short-yardage play is here to stay? Good.
By Barry Svrluga | 2025-05-22

Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen has had plenty of success sneaking the ball, although he was stopped at a key moment of the AFC championship game. (Ashley Landis/AP) 


The term "tush push" could be banned, and that would be fine. But the Philadelphia Eagles' highly efficient and effective short-yardage play is here to stay? Good. All is just in the NFL world. Now, let's move on.
To be clear, banning the shoving of a ballcarrier so he can gain a single yard was perilously close to becoming football law Wednesday. Twenty-two of the NFL's 32 team owners voted in favor of a Green Bay Packers proposal to ban the Eagles' model of team execution. The supporters needed 24 in favor for the measure to pass. They didn't get the votes. But that's 22 teams effectively saying, "We can't stop it, so let's get rid of it"? Please.
If the mere existence of such a proposal -- and this is the second one -- is seen as a shot at the Super Bowl champion Eagles, that's because it's a shot at the Super Bowl champion Eagles. The league's response to quarterback Jalen Hurts and the Eagles' linemen and running backs and tight ends -- who, according to ESPN, have successfully converted 86 percent of their short-yardage plays in the three years they have used the strategy -- should have been: "We have to find a better way to stop this." Instead, their response was: Let's try to change the rules.
Maybe Hurts, who has rushed for at least 600 yards in each of his four years as a starter, should be smaller and weaker? Or the Eagles' offensive linemen -- possibly the best unit in the game -- should be less powerful and proficient? The Washington Commanders converted 87 percent of their fourth-down attempts in 2024. Should they not be allowed to go for it on fourth down in 2025?
This is silly. The proposal the owners voted on Wednesday was a revised version of one that was tabled last month, when it became clear it would fall short of approval. The new proposal -- which would have prevented pushing or pulling a ballcarrier anywhere on the field -- also included language that the change was being considered because of concerns for player safety and pace of play.
Really? It provides no data on how many or which players have been hurt. And how, exactly, can a play that has such a high rate of success -- that so often results in a touchdown or a first down -- slow down the game? Isn't it speeding it up?
You know who has thoughts on this? None other than Jason Kelce, whose 13 years as the Eagles' center will lead him directly to Canton. Kelce said he was traveling to the owners meetings near Minneapolis to field any questions from owners on the play -- and to refute rumors that he retired after the 2023 season because he didn't want to run it anymore.
"I'll come out of retirement today if you tell me all I got to do is run 80 tush pushes to play in the NFL," he said on the podcast he hosts with his brother Travis. "I'll do that gladly. It'll be the easiest job in the world."
And Kelce said he didn't even care whether the NFL banned the play. His point: It wasn't putting him in danger.
Yes, other teams run the play. Josh Allen and the Buffalo Bills are the second-most-frequent practitioners. Allen is 6-foot-5 and weighs 237 pounds -- even bigger than Hurts, who's 6-1 and 223. It makes sense that Bills Coach Sean McDermott would steal from Nick Sirianni's Eagles and have Buffalo's backs help push Allen's enormous frame over the line to gain.
It never fails!
Oh, wait. When the Bills led the Kansas City Chiefs by a point in the fourth quarter of last year's AFC championship game and faced fourth and one in Kansas City territory, Buffalo ran the play. Allen held the ball. He was pushed first by running back Ty Johnson. He was pushed again by tight end Dalton Kincaid.
And he didn't gain the inches he needed. Kansas City stopped him.
This -- this infallible play -- is supposed to be banned?
The Commanders are kind of in the middle of all of this, too. In January's NFC championship game in Philadelphia, Washington trailed the Eagles 34-23 early in the fourth quarter -- remember, that game wasn't always a blowout -- when the Eagles drove to the Commanders 1-yard line. Guess what was coming.
On first down, after an offside penalty against defensive tackle Jonathan Allen, Hurts dropped the snap but recovered his fumble. On second down, Washington linebacker Frankie Luvu lurked behind his defensive line. His plan: anticipate the snap count and meet Hurts and whoever was shoving him behind the line of scrimmage.
"My personal opinion? I think they should ban it," Luvu said this week on NFL Network. "But I know the argument's going to be about, 'Hey, you guys have to stop it; don't get us in short yardage' and whatnot. But it's kind of like a cheapo play."
A cheapo play, Frankie? Then what do you call what you did?
On second down, Luvu leaped over not only his own down linemen but the Eagles' center, essentially landing in Hurts's lap before the ball was snapped. Encroachment. The Eagles lined up for another second-down attempt. Luvu hurled his body over both lines again, receiving a warning that another attempt would lead to an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty.
On the next play -- with the ball all but touching the goal line -- Allen was whistled for encroachment. The Eagles were practically in the end zone.

Jalen Hurts and the Philadelphia Eagles have been in the middle of the tush push debate. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images) 


"Washington has been advised that, at some point, the referee can award a score if this type of behavior happens again," the referee told the crowd.
What? Oh, that's actually true. Mike Pereira, Fox's NFL rules analyst, told the viewing audience that it was within the referee's discretion to give Philadelphia a touchdown if Washington continued to commit a "palpably unfair act."
That is what a ban would be to the Eagles and anyone else who takes the time and assembles the personnel to perfect it: palpably unfair. Football at its highest level isn't just about athletes and strategy. It's about execution. And we're talking about a single yard -- or, often, less. The success rate is going to be high. Tom Brady couldn't run, but over the course of his 23-year career, he converted 124 quarterback sneaks -- with a success rate of 90.5 percent.
Ban Brady burying his head in the line because he's so smart about it and good at it?
The Eagles, over several seasons, executed a short-yardage play at a higher level than anyone else. You've got 11 big bodies to match up with their 11. Figure out a way to stop them that doesn't involve owners legislating their strategy out of the game.
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Jim Irsay, owner of the Indianapolis Colts, dies at 65
Irsay formerly had been the team's general manager and was its sole owner since 1997.
By Mark Maske | 2025-05-22

The Colts announced the death of their owner, Jim Irsay, on Wednesday. (Darron Cummings/AP) 


The NFL lost one of its most prominent, outspoken and charismatic leaders and one of its most eclectic figures Wednesday when the Indianapolis Colts announced the death of the franchise's longtime owner, Jim Irsay.
The Colts said Irsay, 65, died "peacefully in his sleep" Wednesday afternoon. The team did not specify a cause of death.
"Jim's dedication and passion for the Indianapolis Colts in addition to his generosity, commitment to the community, and most importantly, his love for his family were unsurpassed," the Colts said in their statement.
The announcement came hours after the NFL's team owners completed a two-day meeting at a Minneapolis-area hotel. Irsay had been absent from the meeting, just as he had missed other such owners meetings in recent months while struggling with health and mobility issues. But he had remained in touch with people throughout the league and had stayed involved in team and NFL business.
"We were deeply saddened to learn of Jim Irsay's passing today," NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said in a statement. "Jim was a friend, and a man deeply committed to his family, the game, the Colts, and the Indianapolis community. He spent his life and career in the National Football League. Starting as a teenager as a Colts' ballboy, he learned every position in the organization before assuming leadership of the Colts approximately 30 years ago. Jim's Colts won the Super Bowl, hosted another and built Lucas Oil Stadium."
Irsay was an NFL lifer who was named the Colts' general manager in 1984 under his late father, Robert Irsay, who moved the team from Baltimore to Indianapolis. Jim Irsay took over sole ownership of the franchise in 1997.
"Some of Jim's fondest memories came from his youth working training camps in Baltimore and growing relationships with players, coaches, and staff whom he considered his extended family," the Colts said. "He worked in every department before he was named the youngest general manager in team history. ... [He] led the Colts to a long series of division titles and brought the city its first Super Bowl Championship [as owner]."
The Colts were among the NFL's most successful franchises in the early 2000s, with Tony Dungy as their coach and Peyton Manning as their quarterback. They reached the playoffs in seven straight seasons under Dungy and won a Super Bowl title in the 2006 season. Manning became an all-time great in a Colts uniform and established the league's top rivalry with his New England Patriots counterpart, Tom Brady.
"I am heartbroken to hear about Jim Irsay's passing," Manning wrote on social media. "He was an incredibly generous and passionate owner and I will always be indebted to him for giving me my start in the NFL. His love for the Colts and the city of Indy was unmatched. His impact on the players who played for him will not be forgotten. My thoughts and prayers are with his family and everyone in the Colts community. He will be missed."
The team returned to the Super Bowl in the 2009 season under Dungy's successor, Jim Caldwell, but lost to the New Orleans Saints. The Colts reached the playoffs in the 2010 season but went 2-14 in 2011 as Manning was sidelined by a neck injury. He moved on to the Denver Broncos.
The Colts thought they had their next iconic quarterback when they selected Andrew Luck with the top choice in the 2012 draft. But Luck, after a promising start to his NFL career, struggled with injuries and shockingly retired just before the 2019 season. The Colts have been unable to find consistent success in recent seasons, with a revolving door of starting quarterbacks and a succession of coaches. Irsay drew criticism for naming Jeff Saturday, Manning's former center who had little coaching experience, the team's interim coach during the 2022 season after firing Frank Reich.
Irsay often spoke of his respect for NFL traditions. He was a power broker within the league who served on the NFL's influential finance committee, which oversaw major transactions such as the $6.05 billion sale of the Washington Commanders from Daniel Snyder to Josh Harris in 2023 and Brady's purchase of a minority ownership stake in the Las Vegas Raiders last year.
The Raiders called Irsay "one of professional football's most passionate stewards" and said in a statement: "Jim's love of the Colts and appreciation for the NFL was evident in his tireless efforts to promote and improve the game, and his commitment to the Indianapolis community and generosity in his philanthropic efforts touched countless live."

Irsay celebrates the Colts' Super Bowl win with then-coach Tony Dungy in February, 2007. (Brent Smith/Reuters) 


Said Goodell: "He led with integrity, passion and care for the Colts' players, coaches and staff, and his courageous work in support of mental health will be a lasting legacy. Outside of football, he was a talented musician and built an extraordinary collection of historical and musical artifacts that he shared with people across the country."
Amid investigations into allegations of misconduct in the Commanders' workplace in 2022, Irsay became the first owner to say publicly that he and his peers should seriously consider removing Snyder from ownership of the team.
"That's not what we stand for in the National Football League," Irsay said in October 2022. "And I think owners have been painted incorrectly a lot of times by various people and under various situations. And that's not what we're about. ... There's just a lot of closeness in this league. And I don't think, some of the things I've heard, it doesn't represent us at all. And I want the American public and the world to know what we're about as owners."
Irsay had varied interests away from football. He was a musician whose band performed concerts before sizable crowds. He was an avid collector who owned rare and expensive guitars and other notable items, reportedly including the manuscript of Jack Kerouac's "On the Road" and the founding document of Alcoholics Anonymous.
Irsay, his family and the Colts established the Kicking the Stigma Action Fund to address mental health issues. But Irsay also battled personal demons. He told HBO's "Real Sports" last year that he had been to rehabilitation at least 15 times and had previously overdosed.
The NFL suspended Irsay for six games and fined him $500,000 under its personal conduct policy after he pleaded guilty in 2014 to a misdemeanor count of driving while intoxicated. He acknowledged to a judge that he was under the influence of painkillers when he was arrested near his home in an Indianapolis suburb.
Irsay was taken to a hospital in December 2023 after reportedly being found unresponsive and breathing abnormally.
Irsay has three daughters who could be in line to take over ownership of the Colts.
"Jim's generosity can be felt all over Indianapolis, the state of Indiana and the country," the Colts said. "He made philanthropy a daily endeavor. He never hesitated to help countless organizations and individuals live better lives. Music was one of Jim's passions and the ability to share his band and collection with millions of people across the world brought him tremendous joy. Simply put, he wanted to make the world a better place and that philosophy never wavered. Jim will be deeply missed by his family, the Colts organization, and fans everywhere, but we remain inspired by his caring and unique spirit."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/21/jim-irsay-dies-colts-owner/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Taylor Fritz, Madison Keys, Frances Tiafoe will anchor a starry DC Open
The annual tennis tournament announced its first round of player commitments for the July event at Rock Creek Park.
By Ava Wallace | 2025-05-22

Frances Tiafoe is returning to anchor his hometown tournament this summer. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post) 


Some of the best American tennis has to offer will descend on Washington this summer when the DC Open returns with one of the deeper fields in tournament history. The initial round of players committed includes a Grand Slam title winner, two of last year's U.S. Open finalists and a couple of fan favorites in Frances Tiafoe and Nick Kyrgios.
Seven top-10 players will compete at William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center in Rock Creek Park from July 21 to July 27, including Australian Open champion Madison Keys, who is ranked seventh in the world, and 2024 U.S. Open finalists Jessica Pegula, ranked third, and Taylor Fritz, ranked fourth. The world No. 9 from Australia, Alex de Minaur, will return to Washington for the fifth time, and the world No. 10 from Spain, Paula Badosa, is slated to be back to defend last year's women's title.
Fans also will have a chance to see two players who have made quick ascents in the past year.
American Emma Navarro, the world No. 9, is making her debut in Washington -- in what's almost certain to be a friendly crowd for the former NCAA singles champion for Virginia -- after turning in one of the most impressive summers on tour last year, when she reached the Wimbledon quarterfinals and the U.S. Open semifinals.
The world No. 8, Lorenzo Musetti of Italy, also will be joining the 48-player men's field, fresh off a blistering streak on clay. In the past several weeks, he reached the final in a Masters 1000 event in Monte Carlo, played at the level just below a Grand Slam tournament, and semifinals at Masters 1000 tournaments in Madrid and Rome. He also reached the semifinals at Wimbledon last year.
Other early commits include Tommy Paul, ranked 12th; Tiafoe, ranked 15th; Andrey Rublev, ranked No. 17; Kei Nishikori, 62nd-ranked and a former champion in Washington; and Kyrgios, a two-time DC Open champion who received a wild card into the tournament after struggling with injuries over the past two years.
"Winning the singles title twice and a doubles title are some of my best memories," Kyrgios said in a statement. "The crowd is incredible, and there's such a great vibe at the tournament. ... I'm really looking forward to getting back on court and competing in front of the fans who always show me so much love."
Tournament chair Mark Ein said the DC Open is in talks with several more players who are still sorting out their summer schedules in the run-up to the U.S. Open, which opens its singles competition Aug. 24.
"It's become such a tradition for generations of Washingtonians, including myself. I now see all the people I grew up with coming back with their families, and I think it's just a beloved event in our community," said Ein, a venture capitalist who also is a limited partner of the Washington Commanders. "That's evidenced by the fact that we've sold out the entire tournament for the last 41/2 years, including qualifying."
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D.C. United prevails over Charlotte FC in a wild U.S. Open Cup clash
Goalkeeper Jordan Farr, 30, making his D.C. debut, stops four of five shots in the shootout after the teams finished 120 minutes knotted at 3.
By Steven Goff | 2025-05-22

Jordan Farr is somewhere in the middle of United's celebration after he stopped four of five penalty kicks. (Hannah Foslien/Imagn Images)


A small crowd turned out on a cool, soggy Wednesday night to watch a U.S. Open Cup match between teams stumbling through MLS's regular season. Ho-hum. It did not exactly portend an entertaining evening at Audi Field.
What transpired, though, was a bonkers affair that included an equalizer late in regulation, goals by both teams in extra time and third-string goalkeeper Jordan Farr, a late substitute, saving four of five attempts in a shootout as D.C. United prevailed over Charlotte FC, 2-1, following a 3-3 draw through 120 minutes.
Whew.
Subbed into the game specifically for the tiebreaker, Farr made his United debut and helped lift D.C. to a round-of-16 victory for the first time since 2013. The draw for the July 8-9 quarterfinals and final bracket will be Thursday morning.
"We knew going into this, if we went to penalties and we had a substitution left, we wanted him to be in that situation," Coach Troy Lesesne said. "It's an unbelievable performance. To save four out of five is truly special."
Farr entered the match in the 117th minute, replacing Kim Joon Hong. Not only had he never played in MLS before, Farr had been on the bench just once in league play.
"I said a little prayer behind the bench," Farr said. "I feel like it calmed me down and gave me a bit of peace."

Jordan Farr, 30, joined United before this season after several years in the U.S. second division. (Hannah Foslien/Imagn Images)


Farr, 30, had performed well in shootouts during his second-division career with San Antonio and Tampa Bay. Knowing that, and seeing him stop penalty kicks in training this spring, helped Lesesne make the move.
"Before he went in the match, he told me, 'Hey, meet me at the corner flag,' meaning he's going to win it and we're going to go celebrate together," Lesesne said.
Farr confirmed he said that, adding, "You have to have confidence like that if you're stepping into this type of situation."
Farr stopped the first two attempts, conceded one, then saved the last two. United needed him to come up big because its shooters missed their last three attempts after converting the first two.
"When I missed, I was like, 'Wow, this is not good,'" midfielder Jared Stroud said. "And I hoped Jordan could save me. And dang, yeah, he saved me."
Midfielder Jackson Hopkins said, "We saw him save a bunch in training [Tuesday], so we knew he's capable of it. But obviously it's penalties. You never know. And then once he saved one, he was on a roll."
Farr loves the opportunity, saying, "We're talking about trampoline goalkeeper with my brother when I was 6. It's just something you have got to love to do. You've got to love moments like this, but also throwing yourself in front of things. And as a keeper, that's the mentality we like to have."
Long before Farr's heroics, United went ahead early on David Schnegg's goal. After conceding two goals in quick succession in the second half, D.C. forced extra time on Garrison Tubbs's first pro goal.
Charlotte reclaimed the lead moments into the 30-minute bonus period, but Hopkins, who recently returned from a nine-month injury absence, answered in the 104th minute.
Modeled after England's famed FA Cup, the U.S. Open Cup invites teams from all levels of U.S. soccer, from the amateurs to MLS. The top-tier circuit has won all but one tournament title since launching in 1996. The only non-MLS team in the round of 16, the second-division Pittsburgh Riverhounds, lost to Philadelphia, 4-1.
This year's champion will earn $600,000 and a place in the 2026 Concacaf Champions Cup, an international competition.
United (3-6-5 in MLS play) saw opportunity to make a tournament run. Not only was D.C. playing at home, Charlotte (6-7-1) had lost five straight in league play. It needed extra time to oust second-division North Carolina FC in the round of 32 and fielded a secondary lineup Wednesday.
Lesesne started most of his regulars, though top scorer Christian Benteke remains sidelined with an ankle injury. Kim, who lost his starting job in league play but manned the net in the round-of-32 victory against the second-flight Charleston Battery, returned to the lineup.
United showed early promise, using combination play between Schnegg and Joao Peglow on the left flank.
In the 17th minute, Aaron Herrera skipped a cross to Schnegg, who, on the short hop, smashed a left-footed 16-yarder that swerved away from David Bingham and into the near side. United had not scored since the Charleston game two weeks ago.
Kim made a sweet save on Patrick Agyemang shortly after intermission, but Charlotte responded emphatically. In the 58th minute, Agyemang took the initiative. He poked the ball between Tubbs's legs, warded off Herrera's challenge and scored on a quick release from 12 yards.
Three minutes later, United got burned on a corner kick. Eryk Williamson, a former D.C. prospect, served the ball into the six-yard box for Bill Tuiloma's header between two defenders.
With prospects dimming, United pulled even in the 86th minute. Randall Leal crossed from the right flank. Tubbs, 23, settled the ball on the back side and drove in a 16-yard shot.
In extra time, Tyger Smalls one-timed Jahkeele Marshall-Rutty's cross from close range to put Charlotte back ahead. But nine minutes later, Hopkins took advantage of a scramble in the penalty area. He collected Tim Ream's failed clearance and scored from a tight angle.
With the shootout looming, Farr got himself ready -- and United's cloudy year soon brightened a bit.
"Hopefully," Farr said, "this is just big momentum shifting in the right direction."
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Brittney Sykes is healthy -- physically and mentally -- and leading the Mystics
Sykes dealt with the frustration of an injury-plagued 2024 season and has been the ideal leader for a young Mystics team so far.
By Kareem Copeland | 2025-05-22

Mystics guard Brittney Sykes led Washington to two victories to start the season before its game late Wednesday night against Golden State. (Graeme Sloan for The Washington Post)


When Washington Mystics guard Brittney Sykes played at Mohegan Sun Arena in the second game of the 2024 season, she left the court after less than six minutes with a high ankle sprain that left her with intense pain. It was the start of the most injury-plagued year of her professional career.
On the same court nearly a year later, in the second game of the 2025 season Sunday, Sykes went off for 27 points, seven assists, two steals and two rebounds against the Connecticut Sun to lead the Mystics to a surprising 2-0 start.
In between those games, Sykes went on a journey -- her frustration leading to a renewed mental approach -- that has her off to the best start of her nine-year WNBA career.
"Same exact gym, same exact game," Sykes said. "So it was like full circle for me. Got a little choked up about that."
Through three games -- after the Mystics' 76-74 loss to the expansion Golden State Valkyries in San Francisco late Wednesday night -- Sykes has averaged 26.3 points and five assists in 35 minutes per game. Those would easily be career highs over a full season. On a young Mystics team, there is no question who is the No. 1 option, who will have the ball late in games or who has the biggest voice in the locker room. Not only did Sykes produce that gaudy stat line against the Sun, she hit the go-ahead shot in Friday's season opener against the Atlanta Dream before stealing the ensuing inbounds pass to seal the victory.
On Wednesday, she finished with 30 points, five rebounds and three assists, but they were not enough to prevent the Valkyries from securing the first victory in their franchise history.
Still, Sykes's joyous facial expressions and upbeat mannerisms have returned after a 2024 season that weighed heavily on her. Sykes's 18 games played were a career low, and after she was sidelined for 24 days following the injury in Connecticut, she went down again with a sprained foot in her first game back and missed another two months.
On Sunday, she got in each of her teammates' faces to tell them she believed in them after fouling out late in the fourth quarter. Sykes laughed easily during her postgame media session and elaborated in a way that had become less frequent by the end of last season.
She needed a new perspective, she explained. She hasn't been shy about working with a therapist. During her second injury absence last season, she posted on social media: "Therapy really is a cheat code. ... I really feel better with every conversation."
Sykes suffered two ACL tears in college, so challenging injuries were nothing new, but recalibrating her mental approach was a different story.
"I just really started to really tap into the emotional and the mental side of recovery and just consistency," Sykes said, "because I had been through injuries before. So, yes, the physical is not easy, but I know how to do that. I didn't know how to be consistent in those other areas."
That became her focus: staying consistent between the ears. She continued therapy. She made journaling a priority. Mental health processes are specific and personal to each individual, and Sykes declined to share all of the details of hers, but the bottom line is to do the work and stick with it.
"I just started to do the things that I needed to do in order to understand myself," Sykes said, "and [understand] why I used to be upset about certain things during the game or in life when certain things don't go my way. How do I deal with that disappointment or misunderstanding or frustration?"
The uncertainty surrounding the Mystics probably didn't help. Sykes signed as an unrestricted free agent before the 2023 season expecting to compete for a championship. That team featured two-time WNBA MVP Elena Delle Donne, Olympic gold medalist Ariel Atkins and accomplished guards Natasha Cloud and Kristi Toliver, all members of the Mystics' 2019 championship team. Sykes is the only one who remains. And Jamila Wideman, the Mystics' new general manager, has talked openly about setting up the franchise for long-term success.
That's not exactly what Sykes signed up for -- and more uncertainty awaits after the season, when Sykes and nearly every veteran in the WNBA will become an unrestricted free agent as the league and the players' union negotiate a new collective bargaining agreement that is expected to increase salaries. Sykes wants a championship, wants to win defensive player of the year honors and wants to be an all-star. Are those things possible with the rebuilding Mystics?
Sykes felt much better about those possibilities after Sydney Johnson was hired as coach. He coached her on a USA Basketball team that competed in the FIBA 3x3 AmeriCup, and they formed a relationship. Sykes is quick to call him a "girl's dad" who cares about players as people but still holds them accountable.
Johnson has been effusive in his praise of Sykes and has given her and Stefanie Dolson the agency to lead. He calls the pair the Mystics' "bookends" and repeatedly points to those two when asked about team leadership and growth. During timeouts when reserves are in the game, Sykes has been the last person to talk to the five before they walk all the way out onto the court.
"They're just flat-out pros. They're about their business," Johnson said. "They work really hard, but they're also helpers, givers. And I think that's really stuck out. That's set the tone for how we've practiced, how we communicate with each other."
Johnson said that leadership has provided a safe space for the Mystics' younger players, and Washington's two healthy first-round rookies, Sonia Citron and Kiki Iriafen, have thrived in the season's first three games. Iriafen finished with 10 points and 12 rebounds against Golden State, and Citron nearly had a double-double as well with 10 points and eight rebounds.
"Our vets ... they're pouring so much confidence into us," Iriafen said. "So I would just say this whole environment allows us to thrive because we're not afraid to make mistakes."
With all of the unknowns surrounding the organization, it looks as though a commitment to self-help has equated to a fast start for both Sykes and the Mystics.
"I know exactly who I am. I know exactly who it is that I want to be, who I want to become," Sykes said. "Do I have something to prove? Yes, to myself, that all the hard work that I put in in the offseason, it's going ... to come to fruition."
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Pro-doping Enhanced Games announces 2026 event, already claims world record
Organizers for the event, which welcomes athletes on performance-enhancing drugs, said they were "laying the foundation for a healthier, stronger, longer future."
By Des Bieler | 2025-05-22

Enhanced Games swimmer Kristian Gkolomeev said he was using performance-enhancing drugs when he unofficially broke world records in the 50 freestyle. (Enhanced Games)


Unveiling details of a pro-doping athletics event planned for 2026, organizers of the Enhanced Games said Wednesday they envisioned it as "the next evolution of sports."
While athletes who want to compete clean will be welcomed, organizers will not only allow but encourage and oversee participants on full cycles of performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs).
"In 50 years, we will look back and realize that biology was never the ceiling, it was only the starting line," founder and president Aron D'Souza said at a presentation in Las Vegas. "We'll be faster, we'll be stronger, we'll be younger for longer and we'll wonder why it took so long for society to catch up to the science.
"The old rules didn't just hold back athletes," he continued, "they held back humanity."
The inaugural Enhanced Games are set for May 21 to 24, 2026, in Las Vegas. The competition will feature a handful of events in swimming (50- and 100-meter freestyle, 50- and 100-meter butterfly), track and field (100-meter sprint, 100- and 110-meter hurdles) and weightlifting (clean and jerk, snatch).
Each event will carry a total prize purse of $500,000, with $250,000 going to the winner. Athletes will also get appearance fees and bonuses for topping world record marks. A world record -- which would be unofficial -- will be rewarded with an extra $1 million in the 100-meter sprint and 50-meter freestyle, organizers said, with a bonus of $250,000 for other events.
An Enhanced Games athlete has already earned a $1 million bonus, officials revealed Wednesday. Kristian Gkolomeev, a Greek-Bulgarian swimmer and four-time Olympian, topped a world record in the 50-meter freestyle that had been set in 2009 by Brazil's Cesar Cielo.
Hitting the pool in February while two weeks into a PED cycle, Gkolomeev said Wednesday, he recorded a time of 20.89 seconds while wearing a since-banned supersuit, as Cielo had legally donned for his race of 20.91. In April, sporting the more traditional, tight shorts called "jammers," Gkolomeev swam 21.03. That was one one-hundredth faster than the 2019 time of American Caeleb Dressel, who set the mark for a swimmer wearing a textile fabric.
At Wednesday's presentation, a video was shown of Gkolomeev's exploits, performed at a pool in Greensboro, North Carolina, said to have a neutral official present. In the video, he was shown beaming with pride at the pool while holding an oversize check representing his $1 million bonus. Organizers also announced the release of an hour-long documentary on the chase for the record-topping time, titled "50 Meters to History: The First Superhuman" and featuring Gkolomeev and fellow swimmer James Magnussen.
"It was a dream of mine since I was a kid," the 31-year-old Gkolomeev said Wednesday, adding that he had completed the PED cycle and gained 10 pounds of lean muscle when he swam his April lap in jammers. "I always wanted to be the fastest man in the water, and now that I actually have done it, it feels surreal."
Magnussen, a 34-year-old Australian who won a silver and bronze medal at the 2012 Olympics and another bronze at the 2016 Olympics, was reportedly the first athlete of significance to commit to the Enhanced Games. He said Wednesday (via the Associated Press) that having stayed within World Anti-Doping Agency regulations during his career and submitted to tests administered by that body and by Sport Integrity Australia, he was "frustrated" at times that "not all athletes adhered to those same guidelines."
"I have very strong opinions that performance-enhancing drugs should not be used in clean sport," said Magnussen. "It is cheating and bending the rules, but this is a different set of rules, different set of guidelines, different product entirely."
The head of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, Travis Tygart, panned Enhanced Games organizers in January as "looking to make a quick buck."
"That profit would come at the expense of kids across the world thinking they need to dope to chase their dreams," Tygart said then in a statement. "We desperately wish this investment was being made in the athletes who are currently training and competing the real and safe way. They are the role models this world so desperately needs and they are the ones who deserve our support -- not some dangerous clown show that puts profit over principle."
"If you want to destroy any concept of fair play and fair competition in sport, this would be a good way to do it," an International Olympic Committee spokesperson said Wednesday to the Associated Press.
D'Souza said Wednesday that his venture would have protocols in place to ensure "all athletes are enhanced ethically, safely and ... with effectiveness." In addition, he argued that his venture's overall goal went beyond the world of competition to "the business of unlocking human potential."
"From elite competition to everyday enhancement," D'Souza said while touting an upcoming line of performance products, "we're laying the foundation for a healthier, stronger, longer future, one built on science, safety and self-determination."
As with other top Enhanced Games officials, D'Souza has a background in the tech world, and his venture has received seed money from, among others, PayPal co-founder Peter Thiel. The Enhancement Games also boast an investment from 1789 Capital, in which Donald Trump Jr. is a partner.
"The Enhanced Games represent the future -- real competition, real freedom, and real records being smashed," Trump said in a February statement. "This is about excellence, innovation, and American dominance on the world stage -- something the MAGA movement is all about."
"This isn't evolution by inches," D'Souza said at the presentation. "It's disruption by design."
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Shai Gilgeous-Alexander wins first NBA MVP award, dethroning Nikola Jokic
Gilgeous-Alexander, who led the Oklahoma City Thunder to a 68-win season, beat out fellow finalists Jokic of the Denver Nuggets and Giannis Antetokounmpo of the Milwaukee Bucks.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-22

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander led the Oklahoma City Thunder to an NBA-best 68-14 record. He was honored with his first MVP award Wednesday. (Nate Billings/AP)


Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander was named the NBA MVP on Wednesday, capping a historic regular season by unseating Denver Nuggets center Nikola Jokic and becoming just the second Canadian to win the award.
Gilgeous-Alexander, 26, led the Thunder to a franchise-best 68 wins and a plus-12.9 point differential, the highest mark in league history. The lithe 6-foot-6 guard was the NBA's leading scorer at 32.7 points per game, guiding the league's fourth-best offense while also contributing to the NBA's top defense. Gilgeous-Alexander joined Chicago Bulls legend Michael Jordan (1995-96) and Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (2015-16) as the only players to average at least 30 points for a team that won 68 or more games.
"You try so hard throughout the season to not think about [winning MVP] and just worry about playing basketball and getting better and trying to win games," Gilgeous-Alexander said during an interview with TNT. "But as a competitor and as a kid dreaming about the game, it's always in the back of your mind. I'm very thankful to be on this side of the ballot. None of it's possible without [my teammates]. The amount of games we won and the fashion that we won the games [in] is so impressive. That's probably the main reason why I get the award."
The 30-year-old Jokic, who won his third MVP award last season, finished second after averaging a triple-double -- 29.6 points, 12.7 rebounds and 10.2 assists -- for the 50-win Nuggets. Gilgeous-Alexander received 71 first-place votes to Jokic's 29. Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo, Boston Celtics forward Jayson Tatum and Cleveland Cavaliers guard Donovan Mitchell rounded out the top five in the voting conducted by a panel of media members.
Gilgeous-Alexander's MVP path took many twists and turns. Raised in Ontario, he transferred to a Tennessee high school in 2015 before spending a one-and-done freshman season at the University of Kentucky in 2017-18. While he was only a part-time starter for the Wildcats, Gilgeous-Alexander went 11th in the 2018 draft to the Charlotte Hornets, who immediately traded him to the Los Angeles Clippers.
The Clippers prized Gilgeous-Alexander's potential, but they opted to send him to the Thunder in a 2019 trade for Paul George. During Gilgeous-Alexander's six-year tenure in Oklahoma City, the Thunder has rebuilt from a 22-50 season in 2020-21 to a juggernaut that finished 16 games ahead of the second-place Houston Rockets in this year's Western Conference standings. Gilgeous-Alexander's silky scoring and steady leadership personality have set the tone for the Thunder, which leads the Minnesota Timberwolves 1-0 in the Western Conference finals.
Thanks to his crafty finishing, ultrareliable midrange game and an improved three-point shot, Gilgeous-Alexander finished first this season in Win Shares, second in Player Efficiency Rating and second in Value Over Replacement Player.
While Gilgeous-Alexander joins Steve Nash (2004-05 and 2005-06) as the only Canadians to win MVP honors, foreign-born players have now won the award in seven straight seasons. Gilgeous-Alexander, who was the MVP runner-up last year, is also the third Thunder player to win the award, following Kevin Durant (2013-14) and Russell Westbrook (2016-17).
"I used [finishing second] as motivation," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "Last year, all it meant was that more people thought I shouldn't have won than should have won. This year, I wanted to change the narrative and have it flipped. I think I did a good job at that."
The Thunder is seeking its first championship since relocating to Oklahoma City from Seattle in 2008, and Gilgeous-Alexander has continued his strong play in the postseason. The three-time all-star is averaging 29.2 points, 6.6 assists and 5.8 rebounds in the playoffs, and he has guided Oklahoma City to a 9-3 record and a plus-14 point differential. The Thunder eliminated Jokic's Nuggets, who finished 18 games behind the Thunder, in seven games in the conference semifinals.
Jokic mounted a strong run for what would have been his fourth MVP award in the past five seasons, but the Nuggets fired coach Michael Malone and general manager Calvin Booth in April during a late-season malaise.
The Serbian center ranked first in Player Efficiency Rating and became the first player in NBA history to rank in the top three leaguewide for points, rebounds and assists per game in the same season. Jokic's candidacy was held back by Denver's defense, which slipped from eighth last season to 21st this season.
Antetokounmpo, 30, averaged 30.4 points, 11.9 rebounds and 6.5 assists -- the only player in the league to average 30 points and 10 rebounds this season. The two-time MVP led Milwaukee to the NBA Cup championship in December, but the aging Bucks were eliminated in the first round of the playoffs for the third straight season. Antetokounmpo, who has finished in the top four of MVP voting in each of the past seven seasons, has been the subject of trade speculation following Milwaukee's latest early exit and guard Damian Lillard's Achilles' injury.
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Before rainout, Nats call up Robert Hassell III, put Dylan Crews on IL
Wednesday's game set to be made up as part of a split doubleheader in September. Crews shelved with a strained oblique.
By Andrew Golden | 2025-05-22

Wednesday's Nationals-Braves game was rained out, postponing the debut of prospect Robert Hassell III. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


Robert Hassell III was experiencing all the expected emotions in the Washington Nationals' clubhouse Wednesday afternoon. The night before, the 23-year-old outfielder learned he was being called up from Class AAA Rochester and was set to make his major league debut against the Atlanta Braves at Nationals Park.
Yes, he was excited. Yes, he was nervous.
He will have to hold on to those emotions for another day: Wednesday night's game was rained out. It will be made up as part of a split doubleheader Sept. 16.
So Hassell's debut is expected Thursday instead. The Nationals' Trevor Williams and Atlanta's AJ Smith-Shawver, Wednesday's scheduled starters, will be pushed back a day.
"Just finally being here, it means the world to me," Hassell said. "Something I've dreamed of. To finally be here and be with these guys, I'm looking forward to winning some games."
Hassell's arrival coincided with Dylan Crews, the team's top prospect last season, being placed on the 10-day injured list with a left oblique strain. Crews, 23, missed eight games last season with a hamstring injury but hadn't gone on the injured list in his professional career. Crews was hitting .196 with seven homers -- including blasts in his past two games -- and a .620 OPS.
"You always want to go out there and play every day," Crews said. "But I guess it could have been worse, so we're just getting in the training room and getting it right so I can get on the field as soon as I can."
Hassell's arrival brings four of the five prospects the Nationals acquired in the Juan Soto trade into the same clubhouse -- pitcher MacKenzie Gore, shortstop CJ Abrams and outfielder James Wood already have established themselves in the majors. (Jarlin Susana is on the injured list at Class AA Harrisburg.) The significance of Hassell's promotion wasn't lost on Manager Dave Martinez.
"It's been great -- it really has," he said. "Watching these guys grow and come up, I know we had a couple already up here, but to see Hassell finally make it up here and see that he worked really hard to get here, that's awesome."
Hassell learned of his promotion after Rochester's game Tuesday night at Syracuse. He packed up his stuff and drove to Washington with his girlfriend a short while later. His two sisters and his mother drove from Nashville to Washington on Wednesday morning. His dad flew.
Martinez said Hassell will play every day for the most part, splitting time between center and right field. Before the game, Hassell was in center field taking flyballs to adjust his eyes to the high seats.
Hassell, who starred at spring training, was hitting .288 with four homers and a .742 OPS at Rochester. After a slow start, he was hitting .365 with a 1.006 OPS in May. He credits the improvement to staying true to himself, which he hopes he'll continue to do at the big league level.
"I know it's the biggest stage and everything, but I think truly treating it like the same day is going to help me a lot and help me control the emotions," Hassell said.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-05-22
MLB
12:30 p.m. Texas at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Cleveland at Detroit >>> MLB Network
6:45 p.m. Atlanta at Washington >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM)
6:45 p.m. Baltimore at Boston >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
NBA PLAYOFFS -- WESTERN CONFERENCE FINALS
8:30 p.m. Game 2: Minnesota at Oklahoma City >>> ESPN
STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS -- EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS
8 p.m. Game 2: Florida at Carolina >>> TNT
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Soudal Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 a.m. LPGA Tour: Riviera Maya Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. Senior PGA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. PGA Tour: Charles Schwab Challenge, first round >>> Golf Channel
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Hamburg European Open and Geneva Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Internationaux de Strasbourg and Morocco Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
HOCKEY -- IIHF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, QUARTERFINALS
10 a.m. United States vs. Finland >>> NHL Network
2 p.m. Canada at Denmark >>> NHL Network
COLLEGE BASEBALL -- CONFERENCE TOURNAMENTS
11 a.m. Big Ten, pool play: Michigan vs. UCLA >>> Big Ten Network
Noon SEC, second round: Texas A&M vs. Auburn >>> SEC Network
3 p.m. ACC, quarterfinal: Georgia Tech vs. California >>> ACC Network
3 p.m. Big Ten, pool play: Penn State vs. USC >>> Big Ten Network
4 p.m. SEC, quarterfinal: Texas vs. Tennessee >>> SEC Network
5 p.m. Big 12, quarterfinal: Kansas vs. Oklahoma State >>> ESPNU
7 p.m. ACC, quarterfinal: North Carolina State vs. Clemson >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Big Ten, pool play: Michigan State vs. Oregon >>> Big Ten Network
7:30 p.m. SEC, quarterfinal: Vanderbilt vs. Oklahoma >>> SEC Network
8:30 p.m. Big 12, quarterfinal: TCU vs. TBD >>> ESPNU
COLLEGE SOFTBALL -- NCAA TOURNAMENT SUPER REGIONALS
7 p.m. Game 1: Texas Tech at Florida State >>> ESPN2
9 p.m. Game 1: Clemson at Texas >>> ESPN2
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Gonzaga hires former Fordham coach Keith Urgo to lead basketball program
Urgo, a 1997 graduate of Gonzaga, replaces longtime Eagles coach Steve Turner, who left for Florida's Montverde Academy in March. 
By Emmett Siegel | 2025-05-22

Keith Urgo, most recently the head coach at Fordham for three seasons, was tabbed by Gonzaga to lead the Northwest Washington private school's basketball program. (Frank Franklin II/AP)


It was in Gonzaga's gym that Keith Urgo realized his love of coaching. First as a fifth-grader at the Northwest Washington private school's basketball camp and later while coaching at the camp during high school and college, he learned about the impact a mentor could have. He was set on turning his passion into a profession.
A 1997 graduate of Gonzaga who played for longtime coach Dick Myers, Urgo got his coaching start at his alma mater in 2004, when he led the freshman team. He later moved on to the college ranks and spent nearly two decades at the Division I level.
On Tuesday, it was announced that Urgo will be returning to Eye Street -- this time as Gonzaga's head coach. He will take the reins of one of the D.C. area's most prominent high school programs.
"It's a full-circle moment to be the third coach in [50 years] at a place where I transitioned from a boy to a man," Urgo said. "It's a surreal moment, and I feel incredibly privileged and honored to take the torch. Hopefully I can continue to keep the standard that's been created as high as it is."
Urgo most recently served as Fordham's coach. He was fired in March after three seasons, during which he went 50-49. He replaces Steve Turner, who left Gonzaga in late March for Montverde Academy in Florida. In his 21 years leading Gonzaga, Turner won nearly 500 games and four Washington Catholic Athletic Conference championships as the Eagles ascended to national relevance.
Urgo credits Turner for giving him his start in coaching in 2004, Turner's first year as varsity coach. Urgo joined Jay Wright's staff at Villanova as a video coordinator in 2007 before becoming the program's director of basketball operations and eventually an assistant coach.
He left for Penn State in 2011. After 10 years with the Nittany Lions, he went to Fordham to be Kyle Neptune's associate head coach and was elevated to the top job after Neptune headed for Villanova in 2022.
Only days after Urgo was let go by Fordham, Turner announced his move to Florida.
"It's incredible that essentially at the same time everything happened with me, the position opened up," Urgo said. "I would never have gone back to high school basketball if it wasn't at Gonzaga."

Urgo, pictured wearing No. 11, was a three-sport athlete at Gonzaga before graduating in 1997. He went on to play basketball and lacrosse at Fairfield. (Courtesy Gonzaga) 


There were more than 40 applicants for the position, according to Gonzaga Athletic Director Terry Kernan. The interview process required numerous Zoom meetings with administrators and a committee of former Gonzaga players and graduates. A day of in-person vetting for finalists was Urgo's first chance in years to explore the campus, with his most recent trips limited to the parking garage and gymnasium. In March, Fordham practiced at Gonzaga ahead of the Atlantic 10 tournament at Capital One Arena.
"Him being a Gonzaga alum, we knew who Keith was. We'd been following him for the last 20 years," said Kernan, who played for Urgo on Gonzaga's freshman team in 2004. "He made it evident throughout the process that he is all in for Gonzaga and that he's here for the long haul, and he's super excited about this opportunity."
Urgo needed almost no time to come to a decision. By Tuesday night, he was speaking with his new team and the players' families. Practices start next week ahead of a busy summer that will include recruiting showcase events, for most of which Urgo plans to be on the sidelines.
He'll also be running the school's summer basketball camp -- the place where it all began.
"The relationships that I have built with so many from Gonzaga shaped me into kind of who I've become and who I want to be," Urgo said. "I take immense pride in the front of that jersey -- there's nothing like it."
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MLB seems ready for automated balls and strikes. Players remain skeptical.
After a largely successful test run during spring training, the implementation of a computer-assisted strike zone feels inevitable. But major leaguers still have questions about whether it can work.
By Chelsea Janes | 2025-05-21

Chicago Cubs Manager Craig Counsell argues with umpire Chris Conroy during a recent game at Wrigley Field. (David Banks/Imagn Images) 


This year, Major League Baseball tested an automated balls and strikes challenge system in spring training games, allowing hitters, pitchers and catchers to challenge ball or strike calls they thought the home plate umpire missed. After years spent vetting the concept and testing its logistics in the minor leagues, the decision to subject the system to its harshest and most skeptical critics -- major league players -- signaled MLB's intentions: Automated balls and strikes (ABS) are coming to the big leagues, sooner or later. The questions are when and in what form.
But two months after what MLB considered a largely successful test, the answers to those questions are still not clear, particularly in the minds of players. Conversations with players around the sport, as well as with MLB Players Association leadership, revealed a willingness to consider a version of ABS but also widespread concerns about the timing and how a computer-determined strike zone might affect nuances of the game.
"This is everyone's careers. There's a lot at stake. You don't want to influence that at all," Cleveland Guardians catcher Austin Hedges said. "But the idea of it, if it can be perfected -- or at least, 99 percent -- I think it could be good."
Importantly, the process by which MLB implements rule changes such as this one -- or, for example, the pitch clock implemented ahead of the 2023 season -- does not necessarily require the players to agree completely. And though Commissioner Rob Manfred suggested to the Athletic that the implementation of ABS could depend on whether the change becomes part of collective bargaining negotiations after next season, procedure certainly allows the sport to move sooner.
The process for rule changes looks like this: One side, normally MLB, must make a proposal to the competition committee, an 11-member group consisting of six MLB representatives, four players and one umpire. While the MLBPA did agree to the setup of that committee in the latest round of collective bargaining with club owners, it leaves the players with little power: Proposals are submitted to a vote, and MLB will always have more votes.
As of this week, no such proposal had been brought before the competition committee to be considered for implementation in 2026, though people familiar with the process said those conversations usually happen later in the season. When they do, players and their representatives at the MLBPA say they will have concerns, most of them centering on the dimensions and fairness of an ABS strike zone vs. the one they are used to; the potential to try to manipulate that system with unsavory tactics; the need for an adequate adjustment period; and the removal of the human element from a sport with which it is so intertwined.
"I'd prefer to be punched out by a human," said Washington Nationals first baseman Nathaniel Lowe, lending voice to the last of those arguments. "Human error is forever and always a part of the game. There's an error column. If I hit every pitch I swung at, I'd be a lot better. If pitchers made every pitch they tried to execute, we'd never get a hit. So I think the human error should stay forever."
Toronto Blue Jays starter Max Scherzer, a former MLBPA executive board member and a relentless skeptic of MLB's rule changes over the years, outlined a more pragmatic concern about eliminating human input: Part of being a veteran pitcher is knowing which pitches an umpire is giving and establishing command throughout a game (or even a career) so that umpires give close pitches the benefit of the doubt. If a call that went one way all night can suddenly be challenged by a hitter and flipped with the game on the line, it renders those efforts moot.
But for Scherzer, like many of his colleagues, concerns about rule changes often center on the potential for MLB's manipulation of the game through increased control of the rules.
This month, for example, the Athletic reported that MLB altered the way umpires are graded by shrinking their margin for error around the zone from two inches to three-quarters of an inch, a decision players say has resulted in a tighter strike zone.
MLB officials insist the change was made to make umpires more accurate in keeping with long-standing player and club pleas for increased umpire accountability. Skeptical players see MLB pushing a smaller zone and wonder whether the shift is meant to help hitters catch up in a pitching-heavy era.
Either way, players' concerns with that shift mirror concerns voiced about ABS: The more MLB controls the strike zone, the more it could influence the way the game is played.
"There's a lack of trust and a lack of communication," San Francisco Giants starter Justin Verlander told the Mercury News about the shift. "They do everything behind closed doors and don't include us in anything -- in the game that we play and make our livelihood doing."

New York Yankees Manager Aaron Boone, left, argues with home plate umpire Mark Wegner, right, during a game last week in Seattle. (Stephen Brashear/AP)


In fairness to MLB, when it comes to ABS, officials have admitted that finding a way to ensure the system adheres to a fair and consistent strike zone has required years of experimentation. In the early years of testing in the Atlantic League, for example, players often felt pitches were being called too far in front of the plate or too far back, missing late movement or holding players accountable for movement that happened when the pitch was nearly past them.
And after years of trying to determine how to ensure the strike zone would be fair to hitters of all sizes and stances but also immune to inevitable attempts to manipulate it, MLB decided to test an automated zone that was the width of home plate, that would call pitches when they were exactly halfway from the front of home plate to the back and that was set based on players' heights. In other words, no matter how much a player hunched or craned, his zone would remain the same for ABS purposes.
But the result was a zone many players felt was inconsistent and unpredictable. Hedges -- who has a reputation as one of the most talented and astute defenders in the game -- said he could never get a feel for what was a strike and a ball from pitch to pitch.
"I didn't feel like I had any idea where the zone was on any specific player. Pitches that felt like strikes or felt like balls were close in a way where I couldn't figure out where it was," Hedges said. "That was my main issue with it."
Indeed, multiple players said they felt the zone in spring training games they played with ABS testing was different from games without it.
"It definitely feels like it was tighter [with ABS]," said Nationals outfielder Dylan Crews, who played in Class AAA when the system was being tested there last year. "I would say it felt a little different."
Competing with a different strike zone, players say, will require more of an adjustment period than other rule changes MLB implemented in recent years. The pitch clock, for example, was implemented after one spring training of practice with it. ABS will need more, in large part because it was not in every spring training facility, so many veterans barely got to test it at all.
"I think I had it for one outing and two innings. It wasn't until [Pittsburgh Pirates outfielder] Andrew McCutchen tapped his helmet [to challenge a call] that I knew it was happening at all," Baltimore Orioles starter Zach Eflin said. "But I think there could be room for it. Sometimes these games are dependent on a called strike or a called ball, and that influences the game."
Kevin Slowey, the MLBPA's managing director of player services, said the union is in touch with MLB about finding a way for players to look back at their regular season starts or at-bats and see which pitches would change with the new ABS zone to help build familiarity outside spring training games.
And while Manfred also suggested umpires would rather give up calling balls and strikes completely than be subject to public correction within ABS, their union agreed to a challenge system of some sort in its most recent collective bargaining agreement with MLB this offseason. An attempt to reach the umpires union for comment was not successful.
Interestingly, given the always-fraught relationship between MLB and the players union, the one concern players and the MLBPA dismissed entirely was the idea that MLB is using the challenge system as a Trojan horse to force fully automated balls and strikes on the game in the future. All parties seem to trust MLB when it says feedback from fans and players alike has suggested the idea of fully automated balls and strikes is deeply unpopular so that, as of now, owners would have no reason to push for it.
So while some catchers have expressed concerns over pitch framing becoming a less coveted skill in a game where there are no human eyes to fool, it seems framing would remain important on all but a few calls per game in the current vision for the system.
"At least with the challenge system, it still brings value in receiving. I picture with a good receiving catcher, a hitter might not challenge a close pitch because it looks like a strike," Hedges said. "But then the problem is, you're going to have catchers catching poorly on purpose. And I hate that. That is what's going to happen, and I know that because I would do that."
To the extent that there is ever consensus among players, Hedges's warning summed it up well: The challenge system could bring value, sure. But it also could yield unanticipated consequences, and no player wants to be navigating them with wins, losses and livelihoods on the line.
For its part, MLB believes it has vetted and honed automated balls and strikes slowly and carefully, and MLB officials see the current iteration as one that addresses years of concerns from players and fans. Testing the system on big leaguers this spring made it clear that they think it is nearly ready. What remains to be seen is when the players will agree and how long MLB is willing to wait.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/18/mlb-automated-balls-and-strikes-abs/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



CJ Abrams says he's more comfortable at the plate. Sure looks like it.
When Abrams visited Maven Baseball Lab this winter, he arrived with a swing that had gotten a bit out of whack. Changes followed.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2025-05-22

CJ Abrams is off to a strong start this season. (Julio Cortez/AP) 


In one winter, CJ Abrams took an inconsistent swing and turned it into one of the best strokes in baseball. In the dimly lit visiting clubhouse in Baltimore earlier this month, he explained what happened.
"So if I fall off this backside," Abrams said, motioning to the back of his body, "I tend to dump the bat a little bit." He then paused for a moment, took a janky swing with an invisible bat and looked backward at a pitch he would have fouled off last season.
After a few more adjustments, though -- spreading his feet out a little wider, making his back hip taller than his front hip -- Abrams was grinning, watching an invisible ball sail over an imaginary fence. "I'm just more comfortable at the plate," he said. "Getting on base as much as I can. I think we'll keep it going."
Because Abrams is invariably polite, quick and direct when describing his swing, it can belie the level of care he takes in his approach. But, as Abrams's offseason trainer, Tyler Krieger, noted, there's careful work happening behind the scenes.
"Those commonalities we find with the best hitters -- some hitters want a silver bullet," said Krieger, co-founder of Maven Baseball Lab, a facility in Abrams's home state of Georgia. "CJ takes the time to sit down, comprehend it, learn it and think about it in his own way where now we can learn together."
Last season was a bit of a roller coaster for Abrams. He was an all-star, thanks to a stellar first half. A .571 OPS across July and August followed. In September, he was demoted after staying out all night before a day game in Chicago. But now? The 24-year-old is hitting .313 with a .940 OPS, both top-10 figures in baseball entering Wednesday's games.
This offseason, Abrams began by bringing his own ideas to the plate. He knew in 2024 that his production was highly correlated with his swing decisions. But overhauling an entire approach can be tricky -- narrowing in on one aspect of his swing decisions was feasible.
Across his first three years in the majors, Abrams swung at the first pitch about 40 percent of the time -- he's now at 29.4 percent. He says he is only looking for middle-middle fastballs in an 0-0 count, a development supported by the first-pitch, down-the-pipe cutter he sent over the right field wall in Baltimore on Sunday. He has improved his slugging percentage in 0-0 counts by more than 300 points.
"You're doing good, you want to swing at pitches," Abrams said, adding that he was antsy chasing first-pitch homers last year. "So sometimes I expand the zone. I realized that last year. ... Whenever I'm going good, I just got to keep that discipline at the plate. Because when I'm swinging good, they're trying to get me out with pitches outside the zone."
"I love where he's at right now," Manager Dave Martinez said. "If he gets a fastball first pitch, if he thinks he can hit it and it's in the zone, you know, let it rip."
But his process goes much deeper than his swing choices. When Abrams visited Maven,  the facility's cameras and force plates captured a swing that had gotten a bit out of whack -- a swing that prevented him from doing much damage on pitches at the edge of the zone. It "was almost like his left ear had a 10-pound dumbbell on it," Krieger said. It was almost as if he was falling back toward the catcher. By the end of the winter, though, Krieger said they had seen changes that were "pretty, pretty drastic."
Abrams's new mechanics put his body in a better position to crush well-located pitches on the corners. After hitting .201 with a .304 slugging percentage on pitches in the "shadow" of the strike zone last year, he's hitting .327 with a .636 slugging percentage on those pitches. That is: from some of the worst marks in the majors to some of the best.
"You can have a great approach," Krieger said. "But if you show up to a gunfight with a squirt gun, it doesn't matter."
Maven offered guidance for Abrams: for instance, keeping his nose in front of his belly button and keeping his barrel less flat. Abrams brought his own perspective -- when his feet were closer together, he felt his body forcing him to take longer strides that made him unbalanced. This season, he has increased his foot separation by about six inches. The stride, as a whole, is shorter and quicker.
The result: He's hitting the ball harder than ever. He's also pulling the ball in the air more than ever, a product of staying square to the plate longer and having the barrel release under the hands the right way.
"He's been hot these past few weeks, and he's just been an awesome player," outfielder Dylan Crews said.
Abrams's progress, then, is the amalgamation of two philosophies. The Nationals have emphasized swing decisions, and Maven has the mechanical work down pat. And, Krieger explained, Abrams is one of many on Maven's client list who have made significant strides this season -- a group that includes New York Yankees first baseman Paul Goldschmidt, Seattle Mariners catcher Cal Raleigh and Orioles outfielder Cedric Mullins on the hitting side, as well as Yankees lefty Max Fried on the pitching end.
Their shared characteristic? They didn't want a silver bullet, either.
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Tush push narrowly survives as NFL owners reject proposal to ban the play
The Philadelphia Eagles' trademark play remains legal and stays in the league after the owners came two votes shy of the 24 necessary to outlaw it.
By Mark Maske | 2025-05-22

The Eagles' signature play isn't going anywhere after a proposal to outlaw it failed to get 24 votes from NFL team owners. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP) 


EAGAN, Minn. -- The tush push was not shoved out of the NFL after all.
On Wednesday, the league's team owners narrowly rejected a proposal by the Green Bay Packers that would have banned the increasingly controversial push-the-quarterback sneak that helped the Philadelphia Eagles to the Super Bowl title last season.
"Just pleased [about] the vote," Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie said.
The Eagles' trademark play remains legal and stays in the game. The Packers' proposal would have prohibited a teammate from pushing or pulling a ballcarrier anywhere on the field. Such a violation would have resulted in a 10-yard penalty. The ban would have taken effect in the 2025 season.
"That's the NFL," Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones said. "... The debate itself is great for people to be looking at it, interested in it. I love the name. I think it's great entertainment and great for the league -- the discussion, I'm talking about, just the debate."
There were 22 teams in favor of the proposed ban, owners said, two shy of the 24 votes needed for ratification. The 22-10 vote came during the owners' privileged session, with one owner per team plus family members allowed in the room, after an earlier informal vote had 22 to 23 teams in favor of the ban, according to a person familiar with the deliberations.
"Nine clubs can keep you from turning the lights on," Jones said. "And so that's what we do in the NFL. And that's the power of the minority vote in the NFL."
The proposal to ban the play had the unanimous support of the NFL's competition committee and its health and safety committee, according to Rich McKay, the chief executive of the Atlanta Falcons and a co-chairman of the competition committee.
"It takes 24 votes to pass anything," McKay said. "And we don't set a low bar. This is not a majority vote. ... In this case, those votes were not there, so the rule will stay as it is."
The Packers revised their proposal for this meeting after submitting a proposal earlier in the offseason aimed more directly at the quarterback push play. The original proposal would have prohibited a teammate from immediately pushing the player who received the snap.
That proposal was revealed at the NFL combine in February. It was debated, sometimes fiercely, by coaches, general managers and owners at the annual league meeting in late March. The league and owners tabled the proposal in early April, with 16 teams believed to have been in favor of the ban.
The Packers modified their proposal ahead of this meeting, held at a Minneapolis-area hotel alongside the Minnesota Vikings' training complex. The revised proposal would have prohibited an offensive player from "pushing, pulling, lifting or assisting the runner except by individually blocking opponents for him." It said it was being made for player safety and pace of play. Several owners said as late as Wednesday morning, just ahead of the vote, that they were unsure how it would come out.
The quarterback push became the Eagles' short-yardage staple in recent years, earning nicknames including "tush push" and "brotherly shove." They became expertly adept at using players, lined up behind quarterback Jalen Hurts, to push him forward for first downs and touchdowns after Hurts took the snap. The Eagles and others who opposed the proposed ban argued that a team should not be punished merely because it is better than others at executing a technique.
Former Eagles center Jason Kelce made a presentation to the owners during the meeting, an unusual role for a former player to take. Kelce declined to comment as he left the meeting.
"Here we are debating it and having to decide, 'Well, am I really against the tush push -- or just don't want Philadelphia to have an edge?'" Jones said. "And I sit there and fight that, too."
Supporters of the Packers' proposal said the push play more closely resembled a rugby scrum. They said they had concerns that the play could lead to a significant injury, with so many large players on both teams leaning on the quarterback in the pileup at the line of scrimmage. There was no existing injury data, however, to necessitate a ban, league health and safety officials had said.
The revised proposal allowed those in favor of the ban to shift a bit of the focus away from the Eagles and Buffalo Bills, who also have used the push play but in a less prominent way, while reverting to a previous NFL prohibition on aiding the ballcarrier.
"I don't think it's the end of the world that it's not banned," Pittsburgh Steelers owner Art Rooney said. "... Even if it passed today, we were still going to have quarterback sneaks in the game. ... It wasn't as big a deal as we made out of it."
The debate about the play intensified following a goal-line sequence during the Eagles' lopsided triumph over the Washington Commanders in the NFC championship game in January. Commanders players repeatedly jumped offside as the Eagles lined up to snap the ball, leading referee Shawn Hochuli to threaten to award a touchdown to the Eagles for what the NFL rule book calls a palpably unfair act. That became unnecessary; the Eagles scored a touchdown on their own.
With the push play remaining legal, the Eagles won't have to find another solution for their third- and fourth-down plays with a yard or two to go while they defend their Super Bowl title. The Packers' involvement in the unsuccessful proposal will add an intriguing subplot when the teams meet next season. They're scheduled to play a Monday night game Nov. 10 in Green Bay.
"I don't look at it as the tush push play," said Cowboys executive Stephen Jones, the competition committee's other co-chairman. "You either like the pushing and pulling or you don't. ... There were 10 votes that are fine with it. There were 22 votes that might want to do something a little different. But that's why you have governance."
According to McKay, the competition committee will emphasize to on-field officials that they should use their whistles to rule the play dead in a situation in which a teammate or teammates push the runner forward in a pileup far down the field.
The owners approved a proposal to modify the kicking team's alignment on onside kicks. Players on the kicking team now can begin even with the line of the kickoff instead of one yard back. Teams no longer are limited to attempting onside kicks only during the fourth quarter. The competition committee and the league formulated the proposal, with input from special teams coaches, in hopes of modestly bolstering the success rate of the play.
The Detroit Lions withdrew their proposal to modify the playoff seeding system. The measure did not appear to have sufficient support to be approved. It would have enabled a wild-card team with a better record to be seeded above a division winner. But many owners have said they believe a division-winning team should be rewarded by hosting at least one postseason game. Some within the sport suspect the proposal ultimately could be enacted in conjunction with an 18-game regular season.
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Washington sports fan Walter Wiggins Jr., D.C.'s 'Pump It Up Man,' dies at 72
"Pump It Up Man," a fixture in the crowd at Washington Wizards and Commanders games, died this month.
By Scott Allen | 2025-05-21

Walter Wiggins was a regular at Fairmont Heights basketball games and other sporting events throughout the D.C. area. (Photo courtesy of Mario Williams) 


D.C. sports fans may not have known the name Walter Wiggins Jr., but chances are they knew who he was. Wiggins, a D.C. native who died at 72 on May 10, was a fixture in the crowd at Washington Wizards and Commanders games, among other local professional and high school sporting events, where he danced and pumped his arms in support of his teams. To many, he was known simply as the "Pump It Up Man."
"Walter was the life of the party," said Wiggins's wife, Rainnette. "He was always the first on the dance floor and the last to leave. It's kind of how he was with sports -- he'd show up early and hang around late."
Wiggins got his love of sports -- and his dance moves -- from his father, Walter Wiggins Sr., who took him to his first Redskins game when he was 5. Wiggins attended Fairmont Heights High, where he played baseball, basketball and football. He aspired to be a professional football player and graduated from Morgan State with a degree in physical education. He later worked as a mail room supervisor at the State Department and for the Small Business Administration, but his passion was spending time with his family and cheering on his local teams, first at Capital Centre and RFK Stadium, and later at Capital One Arena and Northwest Stadium.

Walter Wiggins's senior class photo in the Fairmont Heights High yearbook. 


Wiggins met his wife on the Metro in 1990. They married in 1992.
"The first Bullets game I attended with him, I was embarrassed because I didn't know that he would be up and screaming and shouting," Rainnette Wiggins said. "People around me were like, 'This is what he does.' He was just hollering for his team, and I couldn't believe it. They didn't have a shot at winning."
The fact that many of the teams he supported lost more often than they won never mattered to Wiggins, who also was a regular at Fairmont Heights football and basketball games.
"He would always pump it up, pump it up," said Wiggins's friend Mario Williams, a fellow Fairmont Heights graduate and a longtime teacher at the school. "It was just something he always did to get the crowd involved. I never really knew why he did it. Whether we were up 30 points or down 50, he never lost that energy."
Wiggins explained his raise-the-roof gesture in a story published by Washington City Paper in 2020.
"I've been doing that move since the 1970s," he said. "I've always been consistent. My father was a good dancer. That's how I learned all this hollering and whooping. I got it from my father. ... He'd just get up and dance."
Wiggins loved all sports, but he never missed a Commanders home game.

The D31 Gold tailgating crew, including Gavin Swazya, left, and Walter Wiggins, in the back. (Photo courtesy of Gavin Swazya) 


"I'll just remember the energy he brought," said Gavin Swazya, a member of Wiggins's regular tailgating crew at Northwest Stadium. "He was a happy guy, and he was a die-hard fan of all the D.C. sports. I'd see him before I knew him, like, 'Who is this guy on TV?' He was a gentle giant."
Swazya said his group of friends plans to do something to honor Wiggins at their first tailgate next season.
In a social media post acknowledging Wiggins's death, Monumental Sports & Entertainment CEO Ted Leonsis described him as the "ultimate DC sports fan."
"He loved the teams and the teams loved him right back," Leonsis wrote.
Wizards TV play-by-play man Chris Miller and radio voice Dave Johnson were among the media members who posted remembrances of Wiggins.
"Always had a kind word to say about the team regardless of the result and truly supported the teams with his unwavering loyalty and passion," Miller wrote. "Please join me in remembering Walter. A true Super Fan. May he Rest In Power."
Friends and fellow D.C. sports fans echoed similar thoughts.
"He was one of the nicest guys you'd ever want to meet," Williams said. "I would watch Wizards games, I would watch Redskins or Commanders games, and he would always be on the TV screen down front. He was more than just a fan; he was very much a movement. Everyone knew him. He brought joy to everyone."
Rainnette Wiggins, a Dallas Cowboys fan, said Walter teased her about the Commanders' success last season and was excited about the team's draft and free agent acquisitions. She laughed as she recalled a story about her husband attending an event with Bullets players Chris Webber and Juwan Howard at a D.C. club.
"I was like: 'Walter, what are you doing? Those guys are young enough to be your sons,'" she said. "And he'd say, 'That's okay; we partied together.'"
The couple, who would have celebrated their 33rd wedding anniversary Tuesday, didn't have any children. But Wiggins, who is survived by an older sister, Clarisa Butler, doted on his nieces and nephews by taking them to Kings Dominion and sporting events. Walter and Rainnette, who lived in Crofton, enjoyed traveling together and were planning a trip to Italy. A viewing and funeral will be held this month in Bowie.
"He was all about family," Rainnette said.

Walter Wiggins loved all sports but never missed a Commanders home game. (Photo courtesy of Rainnette Wiggins) 
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Anthony Edwards tried to rattle Shai Gilgeous-Alexander. It didn't work.
The Western Conference finals are a battle of two of the NBA's brightest young stars. Gilgeous-Alexander's Thunder routed Edwards's Timberwolves, 114-88, in Game 1.
By Ben Golliver | 2025-05-21

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, right, outdueled Anthony Edwards as the Oklahoma City Thunder ran away with Game 1 of the Western Conference finals against the Minnesota Timberwolves. (William Purnell/Getty Images)


OKLAHOMA CITY -- Four minutes into a Western Conference finals headlined by two of the NBA's brightest young stars, Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards made it clear that he wanted Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander to knock off the funny business.
Gilgeous-Alexander, the NBA MVP whose ability to draw fouls has long frustrated opposing players and rival fan bases, was lying flat on the court after earning a whistle. Edwards, already a three-time all-star at 23, flipped the ball off Gilgeous-Alexander's leg, an intentionally dismissive act that prompted a technical foul.
Shortly before halftime, Gilgeous-Alexander fell to the court again while trying to free himself from Edwards's attentive defense. Edwards stood over Gilgeous-Alexander this time, straddling the Canadian guard's body so that he couldn't easily stand up. Once both players were vertical, Edwards shoved Gilgeous-Alexander in the chest and was called for a foul.
Edwards's attempts to shame and physically challenge Gilgeous-Alexander hardly fazed the Thunder star. Rather than trade trash talk or go chest-to-chest with his counterpart, Gilgeous-Alexander shook off a poor first half and methodically led the Thunder to a 114-88 victory in Game 1 on Tuesday at Paycom Center. If Edwards had intended to send a message that Gilgeous-Alexander needed to stop flopping and play basketball, Gilgeous-Alexander calmly responded by showing him the full force of Oklahoma City's considerable powers.
The top-seeded Thunder needed two quarters to adjust to the Timberwolves, who are more athletic and aggressive than the Denver Nuggets, Oklahoma City's second-round opponent. Against Denver, Gilgeous-Alexander often stared down zone defenses that were designed to encourage three-point attempts and slower, more passive play. Minnesota, by contrast, prefers to apply pressure to ballhandlers outside the three-point line, trusting that center Rudy Gobert will help on any drives that make it into the paint.
"[The defense] felt different [compared with Denver's] from the jump," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "More pressure-oriented and a little more physical. They throw you a problem, and you have to solve it. It's always a chess match. They make a move; you make a move. It's going to be like that throughout the series."
Gilgeous-Alexander and the Thunder were initially left flummoxed by the stark contrast in defensive styles. Minnesota held Oklahoma City to 44 points in the first half, and Gilgeous-Alexander made just two of his first 13 shot attempts. Hounded by Edwards and forward Jaden McDaniels, Gilgeous-Alexander tossed up wild jumpers and missed several layup attempts.
The sixth-seeded Timberwolves were banking on this exact formula to upset the Thunder: Do whatever it takes to throw Gilgeous-Alexander off his game, then hope Oklahoma City's young supporting cast would be unable to pick up the slack. Despite offensive struggles of its own, Minnesota, which made quick work of the Golden State Warriors in the second round, took a 48-44 halftime lead and seemed poised to capitalize on its four extra days of rest in the second half.
Alas, Gilgeous-Alexander made the necessary adjustments to unlock the Timberwolves, while Edwards was rendered ineffective by the Thunder's breathtaking perimeter defense. Gilgeous-Alexander finished with a game-high 31 points to go with nine assists and five rebounds, making 8 of 14 shots in the second half. Edwards, meanwhile, finished with 18 points on 5-for-13 shooting, and he managed just five points after halftime.
"It took us a second to calibrate to the opponent," Thunder Coach Mark Daigneault said. "[Gilgeous-Alexander] keeps himself in it. He has a great emotional temperament. I thought he was really in attack mode tonight. He had a good blend. He was really driving it and putting a lot of pressure on them, which is what you have to do."

Despite a slow start, Thunder star Shai Gilgeous-Alexander finished with 31 points, nine assists and five rebounds in Game 1. (Alonzo Adams/Imagn Images)


Oklahoma City blew open a low-scoring affair in the third quarter, when Gilgeous-Alexander found his midrange touch. With the Thunder threatening to pull away while using small-ball lineups, Timberwolves Coach Chris Finch benched Gobert in favor of smaller and more versatile units that struggled to protect the rim. Minnesota's soft middle enabled Gilgeous-Alexander and Jalen Williams to generate a steady flow of inside-the-arc scoring.
McDaniels, Minnesota's best perimeter defender, soon found himself in serious foul trouble, and the floodgates opened further for Oklahoma City. Once Finch punted the game and cleared his bench with two minutes left, the Timberwolves had suffered their worst loss of the playoffs and had been outscored by 23 points with Edwards on the court.
"There was a lot of frustration [with the fouls on Gilgeous-Alexander] out there," Finch said. "We talked about that before the series started. We have to be able to put that to the side and get on with the next play."
For all his tone-setting bluster, Edwards faded badly in the second half. The Thunder deployed a rotating cast of defenders on the Timberwolves star, and they packed the paint to discourage him from driving to the hoop. Minnesota was way too eager to settle for looks from the outside, attempting 51 three-pointers compared with only 32 shots from inside the arc. That imbalance proved decisive because the Timberwolves' second unit combined to shoot 5 for 29 (17.2 percent) on three-pointers.
"I've definitely got to shoot more," Edwards said. "I took 13 f---ing shots. It's kind of hard to get to the paint. [The Thunder] definitely took that aspect of my game away tonight. They put four bodies in the paint and make you kick it out. They remind me of an AAU defensive team: They run, jump and fly around."
Edwards, who finished with three assists and four turnovers, was never able to find the appropriate adjustments as Minnesota's offense unraveled. When his driving lanes dried up, he stopped attacking and deferred too often to teammates -- such as Donte DiVincenzo, Nickeil Alexander-Walker and Naz Reid -- who were clearly suffering through off nights. With no pushback, Oklahoma City won the second half 70-40 even though it had just one day off after its Game 7 victory over Denver.
"We didn't have a lot of patience in the second half," Finch said. "We've got to pick up our decision-making [on offense]. We've definitely got to play with more force. We've got to play with more pass-pass combinations, and we've got to go somewhere a little bit quicker. There were a lot of useless ball screens. We kind of created our own congestion at the top of the floor unnecessarily."
Timberwolves forward Julius Randle scored a team-high 28 points -- including 20 in the first half -- but his strong showing was squandered without the proper balance from Edwards. While the Timberwolves' supporting cast can certainly shoot better from outside, living and dying by the three-point shot against the disciplined and relentless Thunder leaves little margin for error. And unfortunately for Minnesota, the 7-foot-1 Gobert will have a hard time keeping up with Oklahoma City's speed and perimeter firepower.
There's no way around it: Edwards must collapse the defense, get to the rim and create a wider variety of high-percentage scoring opportunities for his teammates. Minnesota can take heart knowing Edwards settled in and gathered momentum as playoff series victories over the Los Angeles Lakers and Warriors unfolded.
But the Thunder, which improved to 9-3 in the postseason with a whopping plus-14 average point differential, is clearly a class above the Lakers and Warriors thanks to its superb defense, lineup versatility and depth. For those reasons, the Timberwolves' hopes of reaching the NBA Finals start with Edwards finding a way to outclass Gilgeous-Alexander in the battle of the stars.
"[Edwards] will play better than he played tonight," Gilgeous-Alexander said. "It's a long series. We've just got to be ready for whatever."

Timberwolves star Anthony Edwards was frustrated by the Thunder defense in Game 1. (Nate Billings/AP)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2025/05/21/oklahoma-city-thunder-vs-minnesota-timberwolves/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      Technology

      Washington Post technology news.


      
        Do chatbots have free speech? Judge rejects claim in suit over teen's death.
        Leo Sands

        In a wrongful death lawsuit, Character.AI argued that its chatbot users had a First Amendment right to hear even harmful speech. The judge wasn't persuaded.

      

      
        iPhone designer Jony Ive will join OpenAI to build AI-powered devices
        Gerrit De Vynck

        Jony Ive, a famed former Apple designer, said he will work at OpenAI on new products that make it easier to use AI tools like ChatGPT.

      

      
        Fortnite returns to U.S. iPhones after a protracted legal battle
        Chris Velazco, Shira Ovide

        The mobile version of Fortnite was banned from Apple's and Google's app stores near the height of its popularity.

      

      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Do chatbots have free speech? Judge rejects claim in suit over teen's death.
In a wrongful death lawsuit, Character.AI argued that its chatbot users had a First Amendment right to hear even harmful speech. The judge wasn't persuaded.
By Leo Sands | 2025-05-22

SOPA Images/LightRocket/Getty Images 


A federal judge in Orlando rejected an AI start-up's argument that its chatbot's output was protected by the First Amendment, allowing a lawsuit over the death of a Florida teen who became obsessed with the chatbot to proceed.
Sewell Setzer III, 14, died by suicide last year at his Orlando home, moments after an artificial intelligence chatbot encouraged him to "come home to me as soon as possible." His mother, Megan Garcia, alleged in a lawsuit that Character.AI, the chatbot's manufacturer, is responsible for his death.
Character.AI is a prominent artificial intelligence start-up whose personalized chatbots are popular with teens and young people, including for romantic and even explicit conversations. The company has previously said it is "heartbroken" by Setzer's death, but argued in court that it was not liable.
In a decision published Wednesday, U.S. district judge Anne C. Conway remained unconvinced by Character.AI's argument that users of its chatbots have a right to hear allegedly harmful speech that is protected by the First Amendment. The lawsuit, which is ongoing, is a potential constitutional test case on whether a chatbot can express protected speech.
Garcia said her son had been happy and athletic before signing up with the Character.AI chatbot in April 2023. According to the original 93-page wrongful death suit, Setzer's use of the chatbot, named for a "Game of Thrones" heroine, developed into an obsession as he became noticeably more withdrawn.
Ten months later, the 14-year-old went into the bathroom with his confiscated phone and -- moments before he suffered a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head -- exchanged his last messages with the chatbot. "What if I told you I could come home right now?" he asked.
"Please do my sweet king," the bot responded.
In the lawsuit, Garcia alleged that Character.AI recklessly developed a chatbot without proper safety precautions that allowed vulnerable children to become addicted to the product.
In a motion to dismiss the lawsuit filed in January, Character.AI's lawyers argued that its users had a right under the First Amendment to receive protected speech even if it was harmful -- such as those previously granted by courts to video game players and film watchers. "The First Amendment prohibits tort liability against media and technology companies arising from allegedly harmful speech, including speech allegedly resulting in suicide," its lawyers argued.
In an initial decision Wednesday, Conway wrote that the defendants "fail to articulate why words strung together by [a large language model] are speech," inviting them to convince the court otherwise but concluding that "at this stage" she was not prepared to treat the chatbot's output as protected speech.
The decision "sends a clear signal to companies developing and deploying LLM-powered products at scale that they cannot evade legal consequences for the real-world harm their products cause, regardless of the technology's novelty," the Tech Justice Law Project, one of the legal groups representing the teen's mother in court, said in a statement Wednesday. "Crucially, the defendants failed to convince the Court that those harms were a result of constitutionally-protected speech, which will make it harder for companies to argue so in the future, even when their products involve machine-mediated 'conversations' with users."
Chelsea Harrison, a spokesperson for Character.AI, said in a statement Thursday that the company cares deeply about the safety of its users and is looking forward to defending the merits of the case. She pointed to a number of safety initiatives launched by the start-up, including the creation of a version of its chatbot for minors, as well as technology designed to detect and prevent conversations about self-harm and direct users to the national Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.
According to the original complaint, Character.AI markets its app as "AIs that feel alive." In an interview with The Washington Post in 2022 during the coronavirus pandemic, one of Character.AI's founders, Noam Shazeer, said he was hoping to help millions of people who are feeling isolated or in need of someone to talk to. "I love that we're presenting language models in a very raw form," he said.
In addition to allowing the case against Character.AI to go forward, the judge granted a request by Garcia's attorneys to name Shazeer and co-founder Daniel De Freitas, as well as Google, as individual defendants.
Shazeer and De Freitas left Google in 2021 to start the AI company. In August, Google hired the duo and some of the company's employees, and paid Character.AI to access its artificial intelligence technology.
In an emailed statement shared with The Post on Thursday, Google spokesman Jose Castaneda said: "We strongly disagree with this decision. Google and Character AI are entirely separate, and Google did not create, design, or manage Character AI's app or any component part of it."
Character.AI and attorneys for the individual founders did not immediately respond to requests for comment early Thursday.
If you or someone you know needs help, visit 988lifeline.org or call or text the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988.
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iPhone designer Jony Ive will join OpenAI to build AI-powered devices
Jony Ive, a famed former Apple designer, said he will work at OpenAI on new products that make it easier to use AI tools like ChatGPT.
By Gerrit De Vynck | 2025-05-21

Jony Ive, left, is collaborating with OpenAI's Sam Altman. (Craig McDean/Bloomberg)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Jony Ive, designer of some of Apple's most popular products, will join ChatGPT maker OpenAI to help create products that make it easier to use artificial intelligence.
Ive and OpenAI announced the partnership Wednesday in a video in which Ive, whose Apple designs include the iPhone, and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman said that existing devices like laptops and smartphones don't make AI chatbots simple enough to use.
"I am absolutely certain that we are on the brink of a new generation of technology," Ive said in the video.
The partnership, which involves the merger of OpenAI and Ive's company, called IO, underlines how OpenAI aims to become a major consumer brand, in addition to providing the back-end technology for other businesses. That will intensify the company's competition with established tech giants including Google, Microsoft, Meta and Apple, where Ive made his name through his close partnership with its co-founder Steve Jobs.
Ive left Apple in 2019, after 30 years at the company.
OpenAI has not indicated what products Ive will work on, but in the video released Wednesday, Altman hinted among them would be a new hardware device.
"If I wanted to ask ChatGPT something right now," he said, while sitting in a San Francisco restaurant with Ive, "I would get out my laptop. ... I think this technology deserves something much better."
OpenAI is not the only technology company trying to make chatbots and AI easier to access. Several of them have billions of existing users, while OpenAI is still a novelty for much of the world. ChatGPT has 400 million weekly users, the company has said.
On Tuesday, Google unveiled smart glasses that can use the company's AI technology to translate a person's conversations between different languages in real-time, see directions projected onto the physical world and search the web for information about what the user is looking at. Apple is working to integrate AI into the iPhone and other products. Social media giant Meta is doubling down on AI tools, too.
The Wall Street Journal reported the deal between Ive and OpenAI involves OpenAI buying IO for $6.5 billion worth of OpenAI stock. An OpenAI spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment. The Washington Post has a content partnership with the company.
Ive and Altman said in their video that they had already been working on a new product, but did not describe it.
"The first one I've been working on has just completely captured my imagination," Ive said. Altman made clear the scale of his product ambitions by adding, "I think it is the coolest piece of technology that the world will have ever seen."
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Fortnite returns to U.S. iPhones after a protracted legal battle
The mobile version of Fortnite was banned from Apple's and Google's app stores near the height of its popularity.
By Chris Velazco, Shira Ovide | 2025-05-21

The Epic Games "Fortnite: Battle Royale" video game is seen in the App Store. (Andrew Harrer/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Fortnite -- the free-to-play game that made stars of streamers, served as a virtual stage for Travis Scott and Ariana Grande, and fueled optimism for the metaverse -- is once again available on iPhones in the United States.
The game reappeared in Apple's App Store for iPhones and iPads on Tuesday, nearly five years after Apple and Google banned Fortnite from their mobile app stores. The game shot up to the top of the free games chart on the iPhone app on Wednesday as users flocked to download it. The return was the result of a federal judge's order last month giving app makers in the U.S. more flexibility with digital payments, including virtual goods to use in video games.
"Thanks to everyone who supported the effort to open up mobile competition," Epic CEO Tim Sweeney said in a post on X. "Thanks to all the folks who initially sided with Apple then later came around to the winning side, supporting app developer rights and consumer rights."
The return of Fortnite is a win for the game's fans and a symbolic and financial blow to Apple.
In 2020, Epic Games intentionally violated Apple's and Google's rules for apps by putting its own in-game currency payments in Fortnite to skip the companies' fee of up to 30 percent on in-app purchases. Epic did so to instigate lawsuits against the two companies over their app store restrictions.
Epic has now partly or entirely won those cases, giving Android and Apple app developers far more flexibility to let people pay how they wish for digital purchases.
U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers's ruling required Apple to allow U.S. apps to bypass Apple's in-app buying system -- and, by extension, the company's 30 percent cut -- for digital purchases, including virtual goods to use in games.
The order was what Epic wanted, and the company immediately said it would ask Apple to return its app to the U.S. App Store with Epic's own purchasing system for game players.
Fortnite's absence on U.S. iPhones wasn't just prolonged -- it was costly, too. In an interview with Business Insider, Epic CEO Tim Sweeney said that it spent $100 million in legal fees in its case against Apple and that the cost of being cut off from Apple's millions of American users was higher still.
"You could easily imagine that there's been a billion dollars or more of impact to Epic in this time," he added.
Epic's pricey legal odyssey isn't quite over yet; Apple and Google are appealing the court decisions, and Fortnite remains blacklisted from Google's Play Store (though there are work-arounds).
Apple has also asked the court to pause the judge's order -- which the company claimed would cause "grave, irreparable harm" to its business -- while the appeals process unfolds.
If that pause is granted, Fortnite's return to U.S. iPhones might be temporary. The same might be true for other apps, including Spotify, Patreon, and Amazon's Kindle and Audible. Those companies also amended their iPhone apps to capitalize on the new digital purchasing flexibility mandated by Gonzalez Rogers. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
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Body slamming? Officer aggression? How an ICE clash led to charges against a congresswoman.
Visual evidence sheds light on a tussle at a Newark detention center involving Democratic Rep. LaMonica McIver
By Aaron Davis, Jonathan Baran | 2025-05-22
The crowd outside an ICE facility in New Jersey erupted with outrage as federal agents closed in to arrest the mayor of Newark on a trespassing charge. Protesters, mayoral aides and three members of Congress formed a protective circle around him. Then, agents began to pry the mayor from their grasp.
In court documents made public Tuesday, the Justice Department alleged that amid the ensuing scrum on May 9, Rep. LaMonica McIver (D-New Jersey) struck one federal agent with a forearm, "slammed" her arm into another and "reached out and tried to restrain" the arresting officer. McIver, 38, was charged with two counts of assaulting, impeding or interfering with a Homeland Security officer.
McIver has accused the agents of "roughing up members of Congress," and two other lawmakers who attended the protest have said agents were the aggressors. She has denied wrongdoing, calling the charges political and saying they "mischaracterize and distort my actions."
To assess the conflicting accounts, and illuminate the fuller context, The Washington Post analyzed over five hours of video and dozens of still images taken from a range of vantage points inside and outside the facility's perimeter. The video includes live streams posted on social media and federal agent body-camera footage. The Post also reviewed images and footage, some of it not previously made public, taken by nearby protesters, news photographers, videographers and a contract cameraman for public-access television in Newark.
Four physical interactions highlighted in the criminal complaint occurred during about 30 seconds of jostling as federal agents tried to arrest Mayor Ras Baraka. The Post's review confirms McIver made contact with at least two agents while in the turbulent scrum during that time, but it is difficult to discern the force of the contact and to what extent it was intentional or the result of the chaotic moment. In the instance when prosecutors allege she "slammed" her forearm into an agent, he appears to take a step back but otherwise shows little reaction, videos show.

Videos from several angles show how the arrest played out. The Post annotated the moments described in the charging documents against Rep. McIver.


The highly unusual action by the Justice Department -- charging a sitting representative after a heated clash in which there have been no reported injuries -- prompted Democratic leaders to accuse the administration of using the Justice Department to intimidate Congress. On Tuesday President Donald Trump dismissed a question about whether the arrest signaled a weaponization of the Justice Department, saying: "Oh, give me a break. Did you see her? She was out of control," he said. "Those days are over, the days of woke are over."
Speaking about the events outside the Delaney Hall detention facility, Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem last week testified to Congress that a "mob of protesters including three members of Congress stormed the gate and they trespassed into the detention facility." Her department published a news release claiming the lawmakers used an arriving "bus of detainees" as a decoy to gain entrance, then "holed up in a guard shack." A department spokeswoman said lawmakers attacked officers, including "body slamming a female ICE officer."
The videos examined by The Post did not support those descriptions of the events, and the government did not include them in its charges against McIver. In response to a request for comment, Noem did not directly address The Post's findings about her remarks but noted in a statement that McIver had been charged. "No one is above the law," she said.
Federal prosecutors pledged last week to bring the misdemeanor trespassing case against Baraka to trial. But interim New Jersey U.S. Attorney Alina Habba said on Monday that she was dropping the charge "for the sake of moving forward" -- as she announced the charges against McIver.
The scuffle involving McIver was the culmination of a series of events that began nearly 90 minutes earlier, at about 1:15 p.m., according to The Post's review.
McIver and Reps. Bonnie Watson Coleman and Robert Menendez Jr., also New Jersey Democrats, approached a gated entrance to Delaney Hall in an industrial section of Newark. Watson Coleman, 80, identified herself and the other lawmakers, saying they were there seeking entry --a privilege that ICE acknowledges members of Congress can exercise.
The attempted entry was only the latest by lawmakers and city officials since the for-profit prison company GEO Group announced in late February that under Trump, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency had awarded a 15-year contract worth roughly $1 billion to operate the property as a 1,000-bed detention facility. Baraka and Newark officials questioned whether the company had valid construction permits or a current certificate of occupancy to house so many people safely. Baraka also repeatedly visited the site but said in statements and on social media that he was denied entry.
About five minutes after identifying themselves, the gate near the three members of Congress began to open. A group of nearby protesters who had been chanting "let them in" began to cheer, only to realize the entry gate, used by both vehicles and pedestrians, was opening for a gray sedan to enter the facility.
Video shows that Watson Coleman began to enter the gate as it closed.

Reps. LaMonica McIver, Bonnie Watson Coleman and Robert Menendez Jr. moments before they enter Delaney Hall. (Paula Rogovin)


The Post found no footage of McIver and Menendez, 39, entering the gate, but the criminal complaint alleges that surveillance video shows all three lawmakers entering the facility as the gate closed. Video shows that once inside, the lawmakers began talking with detention center employees about the role of congressional oversight. Soon, Homeland Security agents, some wearing camouflage, emerged from the facility and escorted the three inside to a waiting area.
The mayor arrived about a half-hour later. Video shows that at 1:50 p.m. a guard opened the gate and allowed him and two members of his security detail to enter the secured area. According to the criminal complaint against McIver, the guard was "under the impression the Mayor was part of the congressional delegation."

Video shows Newark mayor Ras Baraka walking in through open gates to Delaney Hall, a new immigration detention center.


For nearly 45 minutes, Baraka remained just inside the secured area, occasionally chatting with members of his security detail, according to time-stamped videos. Then, at around 2:33 p.m., Homeland Security agents exited the building and confronted Baraka. In snippets of the conversation captured in video, agents told Baraka he had to leave because he was not a member of Congress. The three members of Congress joined the discussion as it grew tense.
Minutes later, video shows, an agent took a step toward Baraka, and Watson Coleman can be heard urging calm.
Referencing that moment, the Justice Department's complaint said a Homeland Security agent ordered the mayor to "put his hands behind his back and displayed his handcuffs."
McIver grew animated, calling the agent's intervention "unnecessary" and "ugly." One of the agents can be heard in videos saying: "All right, then. Walk out."
At 2:39 p.m., within moments of that remark, and six minutes after agents first confronted Baraka, he turned and walked away, arm-in-arm with Watson Coleman. The guard reopened the gate, and Baraka exited to an area in front of the facility, recessed from the sidewalk.

Agents approach Baraka and ask him to leave. Reps. LaMonica McIver, Bonnie Watson Coleman and Robert Menendez Jr. flank him. Baraka agrees to leave.


With concerns about Baraka's presence seemingly resolved, the three House members returned to the building for a tour, according to interviews with congressional staffers. The mayor remained outside the gate, speaking with reporters and protesters. Inside the building, congressional staffers said, lawmakers saw agents huddled and overheard them discussing plans to arrest the mayor.
Menendez then quickly exited the building and approached the gate, videos show. He spoke to Baraka through the chain-link fence, warning that agents were going to arrest him.
About a dozen agents then amassed behind the fence. Some pulled masks up over their faces, and the group exited the facility gate and approached Baraka with handcuffs. The three members of Congress, their staffs, and protesters surrounded the mayor to keep agents from reaching him.
As federal agents attempted to arrest Baraka, McIver wrapped her right arm around him and began repeating, "Don't touch us, don't touch us," video shows.
The physical encounter played out over the next 90 seconds and involved more than a dozen uniformed agents and a similar number of protesters and others in plain clothes.
Video captures multiple instances in the scrum when McIver and federal agents made physical contact, beginning with one in which a Homeland Security agent gripped her arm and she pulled her hand up to break away.
Agents wrested the mayor from the circle of his supporters, and pushing and shoving grew more intense as McIver and others moved back into the secured area of the facility.

Videos from several angles show how the arrest played out. The Post annotated the moments described in the charging documents against Rep. McIver.


After the scrum, agents accompanied McIver and the other House members as they resumed their tour of the facility -- part of nearly two hours combined she remained on the grounds.
Imogen Piper contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2025/05/22/lamonica-mciver-congresswoman-charges-ice/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jail employee arrested in connection with New Orleans inmate escape
A maintenance worker is accused of turning off the water in a cell, allowing 10 inmates to escape, the Louisiana attorney general's office alleges. His lawyer says he is innocent.
By Daniel Wu, Anumita Kaur | 2025-05-22

An image from video shows inmates running through the loading dock at the Orleans Parish Justice Center in New Orleans on Friday. (Orleans Parish Sheriff's Office/Reuters)


A maintenance worker was charged with assisting the escape of 10 inmates who broke through a wall behind a toilet in the cell of a New Orleans jail, Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill's office said Tuesday.
Sterling Williams, 33, told investigators he was forced to turn off the water in the cell where the inmates escaped from Friday, according to an arrest affidavit. An inmate threatened to "shank" him if he did not comply, Williams said, according to the affidavit.
That allegedly helped the inmates pull off a brazen jailbreak -- which they punctuated by taunting authorities to "Catch us when you can" in a message written on the cell wall -- sparking a manhunt for "armed and dangerous" escapees a few miles from New Orleans's popular French Quarter and stunning officials across the state who demanded answers.
More than half the inmates who escaped are charged or have been convicted of either murder or attempted murder, according to sheriff's office records. Others are accused of armed robbery, aggravated assault and numerous gun crimes.  The inmates used an unknown device to saw through steel bars behind the toilet and sink unit, then scaled a jail wall to escape, according to court documents.
Five inmates have  been apprehended, according to the Louisiana State Police.
"Half way there. We will NOT slow down. You will ALL be captured," Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) said on social media.
Williams was charged with malfeasance in office and 10 counts of principal to simple escape. The affidavit alleges that if Williams had not shut off water to the cell, it would have flooded after inmates removed the toilet and sink, which would have alerted the jail's guards.
Williams allegedly did not tell authorities of the inmates' escape plans and was initially "evasive and untruthful" when confronted by investigators, according to the affidavit.
He was booked into the Orleans Parish Jail before being moved to another facility.
Michael Kennedy, the attorney for Williams, said his client was "absolutely innocent" and was being used as a "tool" by the escapees. Speaking in a video interview with the Associated Press on Wednesday, Kennedy said Williams was working as the plumber on duty in the jail when he was called to deal with a blocked toilet that was overflowing.
While there was no official work order for the job, Kennedy said, Williams was asked to assess the situation, which he did, before shutting off the water.
According to Kennedy, Williams did not take an inmate's comment about "shanking" as a threat, but regarded it as "normal jail house banter."
"I don't think they used Sterling specifically. I think it was using the toilet specifically and he had the misfortune of being the plumber on duty," Kennedy said.
The Orleans Parish Sheriff's Office initially said security lapses contributed to the escape, pointing to defective locks that allowed the inmates to exit their cells.
Authorities had also said they believed that the inmates got inside help to escape. Three sheriff's office employees were placed on administrative leave, the sheriff's office said Friday. The sheriff's office did not say Tuesday whether Williams was among those three and did not comment on the status of the other employees.
The investigation into the escape is ongoing, Murrill, the Louisiana attorney general, said Tuesday.
Also on Wednesday, Louisiana State Police said two people had been arrested and accused of helping some of the men after their escape. Cortnie Harris, 32, and Corvanntay Baptiste, 38, were charged with one felony count each of being accessories after the fact, police said in a statement.
Harris is accused of transporting two of the escapees around New Orleans. Baptiste is accused of being in contact with another escapee, who has since been recaptured, and bringing him food. It was not immediately clear whether Harris or Baptiste had an attorney.
Landry said the jailbreak could be the largest in state history, and over the weekend, he ordered all inmates to be removed from the jail so that state authorities can audit the facility.
The remaining escaped inmates, once captured, will be sent to a state penitentiary, law enforcement officials told the New Orleans City Council during a tense public hearing Tuesday. "We have one mission and one mission only, and that is to recapture these inmates," said Anne Kirkpatrick, the New Orleans police superintendent. "We put all hands on deck, and we remain all hands on deck."
Orleans Parish Sheriff Susan Hutson -- who oversees the jail and received blistering criticism from some city council members -- apologized for the incident during the hearing.
"I take full accountability for this failure, and it is my responsibility to make sure it is addressed with urgency and transparency," Hutson said.
Jonathan Edwards, Andrew Jeong and Victoria Craw contributed to this report.
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Two charged with helping inmates who escaped New Orleans jail
Officials continue to search for the escapees, whom they have called "armed and dangerous."
By Angie Orellana Hernandez | 2025-05-22

Louisiana State Police enter a New Orleans home on Tuesday as they pursue an inmate who escaped from a jail last week with nine others. (Gerald Herbert/AP) 


Two women have been charged with helping inmates who broke out of a New Orleans jail, Louisiana State Police said Wednesday, as a days-long manhunt continues for the escapees whom authorities have called "armed and dangerous."
Cortnie Harris, 32, and Corvanntay Baptiste, 38, were each charged with felony accessory after the fact and booked into Plaquemines Parish Detention Center, about 30 miles south of downtown New Orleans. If convicted, Harris and Baptiste could face a maximum of five years in prison.
Police are still searching for five of the 10 inmates who escaped Friday through a precut hole in a cell wall, behind a toilet. The case has left officials demanding answers about how this could have happened and tracking a network of people whom they suspect helped orchestrate the plan.
More than half of the escaped inmates are charged with or have been convicted of murder or attempted murder, according to sheriff's office records. Others are accused of armed robbery, aggravated assault and gun crimes.
The state police said Harris was in contact by phone with one of the escaped inmates, who remains at large, before the jailbreak. Harris then transported two of the inmates to "multiple locations" throughout New Orleans, police said.
Baptiste is accused of contacting escaped inmate Corey Boyd, who was recaptured Tuesday, and helping the 19-year-old get food while he was hiding in a home.
"Those who choose to assist or conceal these individuals are violating the law and will be held accountable," the state police wrote in a news release. "Harboring fugitives threatens the safety of our communities and will not be tolerated."
Court records do not list attorneys for Harris and Baptiste. Family members of both could not immediately be reached for comment Wednesday.
Separately, a maintenance worker at the jail was charged with helping the inmates escape, Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill's office said Tuesday. Sterling Williams, 33, told investigators that he was forced to turn off the water in the cell and that an inmate threatened to "shank" him if he did not comply, an arrest affidavit says.
Investigators also believe the escapees received aid from sheriff's office employees, three of whom have been put on administrative leave, Jeworski Mallett, the sheriff's chief of corrections, said at a news conference Friday.
Images from the purported escape route show messages written on the cell's walls, including "To easy lol" and "Catch us when you can."
Once the remaining inmates are captured, they'll be sent to a state penitentiary, law enforcement officials told the New Orleans City Council at a public hearing Tuesday.
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) said the jailbreak might be the largest in the state's history. Orleans Parish Sheriff Susan Hutson told reporters Friday that she was opening an inquiry to examine jail protocols, staff performance and physical security measures.
Alice Crites, Daniel Wu and Jonathan Edwards contributed to this report.
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Are young American men lonelier than women? New poll adds to debate.
One-quarter of men ages 15 to 34 reported feeling loneliness a lot in the previous day, Gallup data found -- compared to 18 percent of women in that age range.
By Justine McDaniel | 2025-05-22

(iStock)


Younger American men may be lonelier than young women -- and than their counterparts in other wealthy nations, according to a new Gallup World Poll analysis.
Twenty-five percent of men ages 15 to 34 surveyed in the United States said they experienced loneliness during a lot of the previous day, compared with 18 percent of women in that age range, the polling firm reported Tuesday, citing aggregated data from 2023 and 2024. The finding offers a counterpoint to research showing a minimal loneliness gap between genders.
Across a group of 38 higher-income democratic countries, a median 15 percent of men that age said they experienced loneliness, suggesting a large gap between American men and their peers around the world. The data underscore existing research showing that younger people broadly are more likely to be lonely and could help shed light on the debate about whether young men are actually lonelier than other Americans.
Across studies, data has suggested that there is essentially no difference between genders when it comes to loneliness, said Julianne Holt-Lunstad, a psychology professor at Brigham Young University who studies loneliness. But the question has persisted in public discourse in recent years amid larger debates about politics and culture since the pandemic.
As researchers attempt to understand the most recent changes in loneliness, the results of the Gallup poll are worth paying attention to and learning more about, said Holt-Lunstad, who is a member of the World Health Organization's technical advisory group on social connection.
"The 'young' part is extremely consistent with the data out there. The 'male' part is really interesting and intriguing," she said. "It is worth considering this data amongst the larger literature and paying attention to what we can learn from it."
Loneliness has been prominent in public discourse since the pandemic, and research on the topic has proliferated in recent years. In 2023, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy issued an advisory warning that loneliness presents a severe public health threat and calling for societal change.
Being lonely has been connected to various health problems, including heart disease, stroke, dementia and other chronic illnesses. It also is distressing in itself, and it increases the risk of depression, anxiety and other mental health issues. Holt-Lunstad's research found that loneliness increases the risk for earlier death from all causes, excluding suicide, by 26 percent.
"It's miserable to be lonely," said Richard Weissbourd, a Harvard University lecturer who has studied loneliness. "It's a sign of societal failure, too, like we're not taking care of each other, and that should concern us."
Understanding how lonely Americans are and whether it has worsened in recent years, however, has been challenging. The data is complicated, in large part due to how differently loneliness can be measured by researchers or defined by respondents, Weissbourd said. Murthy, in his advisory as surgeon general, said half of Americans experience loneliness, while a Pulse survey in 2024 found that 60 percent of people never or rarely feel lonely.
"It's a puzzle with many pieces. When you put together the pieces, I think that loneliness has gotten worse," Weissbourd said. "But there's so many measurement issues, it's hard to assess. It is murky."
How loneliness is measured and how polling questions are worded can affect the results, Weissbourd said. The Gallup polls, following standard Gallup wording, asked whether people had experienced loneliness "during a lot of the day yesterday."
Because that asks respondents to report on a single day rather than their general experience, Holt-Lunstad cautioned against assuming the results indicate the same rates as ongoing loneliness.
"We do have evidence that loneliness tends to be relatively stable, so I can't say for certain that this doesn't correlate with that," said Holt-Lunstad, who was the lead scientific editor for Murthy's 2023 advisory. "But we do just need to be cautious in assuming it's more of a stable experience versus a transient experience."
When comparing men and women of all ages, their answers were similar, noted Gallup senior global news writer Benedict Vigers, who wrote the analysis, but breaking the data down by age revealed the discrepancy.
"It's certainly a wake-up call, a flag to address this issue that does seem to be weighing heavily on the American young male population," Vigers said.
The Gallup data also showed that 57 percent of younger men in the United States said they felt stressed every day, compared with 48 percent of other adults. They also reported daily worry at a higher rate.
The United States ranked second for loneliness reported by younger men among the 38 higher-income democratic countries in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, an intergovernmental organization that advises governments on policy. Only Turkey had a higher percentage among men 15 to 34 -- 29 percent -- while France, Ireland, Canada and Spain followed the United States with at least 1 in 5 men that age reporting loneliness.
The United States was one of only three countries, along with Iceland and Denmark, in which young men were significantly more lonely than the rest of the population, the data found. The difference between American young men and the rest of the population was striking, Vigers said.
The data also revealed a discrepancy among American women ages 35 to 54, 20 percent of whom reported loneliness in the previous day, compared with 15 percent of men their age. Among those 55 and older, 16 percent of men and 17 percent of women reported loneliness.
Across all U.S. adults, 18 percent reported feeling loneliness for much of the prior day; the median across all countries surveyed was 16 percent.
Loneliness can be thought of as the gap between someone's desired level for connection with others and their actual level of connection, Holt-Lunstad said. It can be caused by isolation, a lack of social relationships or a dissatisfaction with the quality of those relationships, among other things.
Weissbourd said the things that cause loneliness may vary for men and women to some degree, but that young people tend to report it at higher rates than older adults.
"Both young men and women are experiencing high rates of loneliness," he said. "It may be caused by different things and it may be expressed in different ways, so the nature of the loneliness is different."
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Georgia teen detained by ICE after mistaken traffic stop to be released on bond
The 19-year-old undocumented college student has no criminal record, her attorney said.
By Praveena Somasundaram, Anumita Kaur | 2025-05-22

(iStock) 


A Georgia teen detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement after police mistakenly charged her with traffic violations will be released on bond as her deportation proceedings begin, a judge ruled Wednesday, in a case that underscores the breadth of the Trump administration's immigration crackdown.
Ximena Arias Cristobal, 19, will be freed on a bond of $1,500 -- the minimum amount allowable by law, said Dustin Baxter, an attorney representing the teenager. He said he expected her to be home by Thursday afternoon.
"That Ximena was in ICE custody following an arrest that never should have happened is salt in the wound," Baxter added in a text message. "That ICE didn't release Ximena after the criminal charges were rightfully dropped defies common sense."
The Department of Homeland Security did not respond to request for comment Wednesday.
Arias Cristobal, an undocumented college student who has lived in the United States since she was 4, now faces the risk of deportation. Her preliminary hearing may take place next year, Baxter said.
Arias Cristobal was arrested during a traffic stop in early May and charged with making an improper turn and driving without a valid license. Officials in Dalton, Georgia, dropped the charges a week later, admitting that a police officer had stopped the wrong vehicle. But Arias Cristobal's attorneys said ICE had already taken her into custody.
Arias Cristobal had no criminal record in the U.S. before the traffic stop, Baxter said. A Washington Post search did not find any criminal charges filed against her in Georgia.
News of Arias Cristobal's traffic stop and subsequent detention drew backlash from immigrant rights advocates who said she was unjustly taken into custody based on crimes she did not commit. She's among thousands of people who have been detained amid the Trump administration's effort to orchestrate mass deportations, sometimes skirting due process protections and other legal constraints. Many, such as Arias Cristobal, appear to have no criminal records -- a departure from ICE's prioritization of immigrants with criminal records during President Joe Biden's administration, according to immigration experts.
DHS alleged earlier this month that Arias Cristobal and her father, Arias Tovar, had "admitted" to entering the U.S. illegally. Tovar, 43, was previously arrested for speeding and driving without a license, the agency said.
"The family will be able to return to Mexico together," DHS wrote on social media.
Arias Cristobal grew up in the U.S. and has two younger siblings who are U.S. citizens, said Charles Kuck, one of the attorneys representing her. He said the teenager was kind, gentle and well-known in her community. She was not eligible for protection under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals policy, known as DACA, Baxter said.
On May 5, a Dalton police officer stopped Arias Cristobal while she was driving a dark gray pickup truck. The officer had seen a black pickup truck make an illegal right turn that day and was trying to find that vehicle, police said.
But police said the officer mistakenly stopped Arias Cristobal, instead. She told the officer that she had a driver's license from Mexico but did not have it with her, according to dashboard cam footage of the stop.
The video shows the officer asking her: "So in the state of Georgia, when you drive without a license, you know what happens?"
Then he asked, "Have you ever been to jail?"
Arias Cristobal responded that she had not.
"Well, you're going," the officer replied.
Arias Cristobal told the officer that she could not go to jail, the footage shows.
"I have my finals next week," she said. "My family really depends on this."
The officer allowed Arias Cristobal to call her mother and explain that she could call the jail in a few hours for information on how to get her daughter released.
Arias Cristobal was taken to a jail operated by the Whitfield County Sheriff's Office, which is among hundreds of agencies that voluntarily partner with ICE. She was transferred to an ICE facility within 48 hours, before her charges were dismissed, according to Baxter.
On May 12, police said they had reviewed the dash-cam video and dismissed the charges against Arias Cristobal.
Chris Crossen, Dalton's assistant police chief, described the incident as "very regrettable," adding that the officer was "trying to do his job" by enforcing traffic law.
"I keep using that same word," Crossen said at a news conference. "I mean it's a regrettable situation and a regrettable place that we've ended up in."
Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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Justice Dept. abandons police reform deals with Minneapolis, Louisville
Harmeet K. Dhillon, who leads the Justice Department's civil rights division, announced the decision days before the fifth anniversary of George Floyd's death in Minneapolis. 
By Mark Berman, Perry Stein | 2025-05-21

Kalaya'an Mendoza, left, and Robyn Ayers embrace as they attend a remembrance gathering for George Floyd at 38th Street and Chicago Avenue, also known as George Floyd Square, on May 25, 2021, in Minneapolis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The Justice Department moved Wednesday to drop police-accountability agreements with Minneapolis and Louisville, abandoning the Biden administration's attempt to reshape law enforcement in cities where high-profile killings by officers ignited widespread outrage.
Harmeet K. Dhillon, who leads the Justice Department's civil rights division, also said the government would close Biden-era investigations of multiple other local police departments -- including in Phoenix, Memphis and Oklahoma City -- and retract the government's conclusions that those agencies had violated the Constitution.
Dhillon announced the decision to back away from broader federal oversight of police just days before the fifth anniversary of George Floyd's death at the hands of officers in Minneapolis in 2020, which helped set off worldwide racial justice protests that summer.
"I was not confident that the Justice Department could stand up and justify these in court," Dhillon said of the consent decrees with Minneapolis and Louisville. She criticized both agreements as "reliant on faulty legal theories."
Leaders in both cities pledged to follow through on efforts to improve policing despite the Trump administration's announcement.
"We will comply with every sentence, of every paragraph, of the 169-page consent decree that we signed this year," Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey (D) said at a news briefing.
Dropping the federal agreements is part of Dhillon's broader push to reshape the Justice Department's civil rights division, discarding a focus on racial discrimination to instead take aim at alleged antisemitism on college campuses and investigate diversity initiatives and other issues opposed by the Trump administration. About half of the division's lawyers have left since Dhillon was sworn in last month.
During President Joe Biden's administration, the Justice Department championed greater federal scrutiny of police, launching a dozen investigations into local and state agencies, and releasing critical, in-depth reports on the departments in cities including Minneapolis, Louisville, Phoenix and Memphis.
But by the time Biden left office in January, the department had reached agreements with only Minneapolis and Louisville.
Both pacts were submitted to judges for approval. Neither has been formally adopted, and the Justice Department faced deadlines this week to submit briefs on the proposed decrees. On Wednesday, the department asked judges to dismiss both cases, writing in court papers that the agency no longer believed the consent decrees "would be in the public interest."
Federal officials and police accountability advocates who support consent decrees have described them as a vital tool to ensure troubled police departments adopt substantive changes. Opponents of consent decrees, which can include police unions and some local officials, say they are too expensive and can stretch on too long with mixed results.
"Consent decrees have never worked and will never work," Patrick Yoes, national president of the Fraternal Order of Police, said in a statement after Dhillon's announcement.

A memorial to Breonna Taylor set up by Black Lives Matter protesters is seen in Jefferson Square Park in Louisville on Sept. 27, 2020. (Luke Sharrett/For The Washington Post)


During President Donald Trump's first term, the Justice Department shied away from intensive investigations into local police and pushed back on consent decrees. Days before Trump's 2017 inauguration, the Obama Justice Department reached an agreement with the Baltimore police. After Trump was sworn in, his administration tried to abandon that agreement. A judge rejected those arguments and approved the consent decree, which remains in effect.
Under Trump, then-Attorney General Jeff Sessions significantly restricted the Justice Department's ability to use consent decrees, an order that was rescinded during the Biden administration.
Trump has been a proponent of police using more force and a critic of efforts to impose restrictions and more oversight on officers. Last month, he issued an executive order denouncing "local leaders [who] demonize law enforcement and impose legal and political handcuffs that make aggressively enforcing the law impossible."
The president also directed Attorney General Pam Bondi to review all active consent decrees with state or local departments "and modify, rescind, or move to conclude such measures that unduly impede the performance of law enforcement functions."
Dhillon assailed consent decrees at length on Wednesday, describing them as overly costly tools that strip away local control of police departments. She said her division would be willing to prosecute police officers when necessary but described the broad, negotiated agreements as a flawed way to try to improve policing.
Notably, Dhillon's announcement did not include every investigation launched during Biden's term.
The Justice Department did not retract its findings of wrongdoing in the Worcester, Massachusetts, and Lexington, Mississippi, police forces. The department also has launched investigations into the sheriff's office in Rankin County, Mississippi, and the New York Police Department's Special Victims Unit, but officials have not announced findings in either case.
Dhillon said the Justice Department was "undertaking a thorough review" of all findings by the agency.
Still, Wednesday's announcement was much broader than the Justice Department's efforts to back away from consent decrees during Trump's first term, particularly the pledge to retract findings of wrongdoing in several departments, said Christy E. Lopez, who oversaw federal investigations into local departments during President Barack Obama's administration.
Justice Department investigations launched under Biden documented myriad civil rights violations, including how officers in some cases sexually assaulted women, threatened minors, mistreated the homeless and punished protesters. "The Department of Justice can retract those findings reports, but they can't retract those facts," Lopez said.
Kristen Clarke, who led the civil rights division under Biden, said the investigations "were led by career attorneys, based on data, body camera footage and information provided by officers themselves." The consent decrees "were carefully negotiated with the full support of law enforcement leaders and local officials," her statement said.
Police-accountability advocates describe the Justice Department's shift as a betrayal of local communities.
"These moves will only deepen the divide between law enforcement and the people they are sworn to protect and serve," Ben Crump, a civil rights attorney who represented Floyd's family, said in a statement. "Trust is built with transparency and accountability, not with denial and retreat."
The American Civil Liberties Union on Wednesday said that it and local organizations were seeking public records in places where the Justice Department had investigated local police forces, hoping that gathering the information would help these communities push for accountability and reform.

Demonstrators demand justice for Breonna Taylor as they protest on March 13, 2021, in Louisville. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The agreements reached in Louisville and Minneapolis followed extensive investigations into both departments. The Justice Department concluded in 2023 that officers in both cities acted unconstitutionally, used excessive force and discriminated against local residents.
The proposed Louisville consent decree was announced in December, nearly five years after the fatal police shooting of Breonna Taylor set off repeated demonstrations in that city. U.S. District Judge Benjamin Beaton, a Trump nominee, held a hearing and expressed skepticism about the consent decree, suggesting both sides could reach an agreement without court intervention. A hearing is scheduled in that case for Friday morning, though the Justice Department has asked the judge to postpone it.
No hearings have been held on the Minneapolis consent decree, which was announced in January. The Minneapolis police are already operating under a separate settlement with a state agency imposing changes to the local department.
Frey, the Minneapolis mayor, said Wednesday that the city was also proceeding under the consent decree it reached with the Minnesota Department of Human Rights. The agency said in a statement that its agreement with Minneapolis "isn't going anywhere."
Frey sharply criticized the Trump administration for the timing of Wednesday's announcement, citing the May 25 anniversary of Floyd's death. There had been multiple previous deadlines for the Justice Department to submit legal filings in the Louisville and Minneapolis consent decree cases, but the agency repeatedly asked for more time, citing a need to brief its new leaders. That led to the deadlines this week in both court cases.
"They had every opportunity to move for a dismissal in the months previous to right now," he said. "It is predictable that they would move for a dismissal the very same week that George Floyd was murdered five years ago."
Dhillon denied that the timing was related to the anniversary, saying it was solely based on court deadlines.
At a separate briefing, Louisville Mayor Craig Greenberg (D) said his city was adopting its own police reform pact that would incorporate the goals detailed in the federal consent decree. This includes hiring an independent monitor to report on the police department's progress.
"As promised, we are moving ahead rapidly to continue implementing police reform that ensures constitutional policing while providing transparency and accountability to the public," Greenberg said.
Dhillon criticized the Justice Department's findings of wrongdoing in Louisville and Minneapolis, alleging problems with the methodology and data. Greenberg emphasized that the city did not agree with her assessment.
"We accept the findings of the original DOJ report," he said. But, Greenberg added, Louisville did not plan to contest the Justice Department's effort to scuttle the consent decree to allow the city to move forward and focus on reform.
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Nonprofit linked to Casey DeSantis's Hope Florida under investigation
The Hope Florida Foundation has been mired in controversy since state Republicans began examining why the nonprofit received $10 million from a Medicaid settlement.
By Lori Rozsa | 2025-05-21

Florida first lady Casey DeSantis listens to Gov. Ron DeSantis at the 2024 Florida Children and Families Summit in Orlando in September. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel/AP)


Florida prosecutors have opened an investigation into a nonprofit supporting an initiative led by Casey DeSantis -- and championed by her husband, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) -- following questions over a $10 million payment it received as part of a state Medicaid settlement.
The Hope Florida Foundation is facing "an open, on-going investigation," the office of Leon County State Attorney Jack Campbell confirmed on Tuesday. Lori Abbey, a public records custodian in Campbell's office, declined to comment on the nature of the investigation, which was first reported by the Miami Herald and Tampa Bay Times.
The nonprofit has been mired in controversy since Florida House Republicans began holding hearings this year examining why money from a Medicaid settlement wound up at the Hope Florida Foundation. The House subcommittee's investigation centered on a $10 million payment sent to the foundation by one of the state's largest Medicaid contractors after it reached a $67 million settlement with Florida over pharmacy cost overcharges.
The Miami Herald and Tampa Bay Times reported that Centene -- the contractor -- returned $57 million to Florida's Agency for Health Care Administration as part of the settlement, then sent the remaining $10 million to the foundation. The Florida Hope Foundation later donated most of the money to two nonprofits that then gave it to political action committees fighting a state ballot measure to legalize marijuana. Ron DeSantis opposed the ballot measure.
The DeSantises continue to defend the Hope Florida Foundation, with the governor calling probes into the payments a "hoax." The foundation supports and raises funds for Hope Florida, a program Casey DeSantis started in 2021 to give people in need alternatives to government assistance.
The couple appeared at a news conference Tuesday where Ron DeSantis said the investigation is "pure politics." He said he stands by the foundation "100 percent."
Both he and his wife say the criticism is coming from people who object to churches helping to provide services in place of the government.
Casey DeSantis said Tuesday that programs like Hope Florida are "a model for the nation."
"Instead of giving you a handout, here's a hand-up," she said, adding that such programs are "a rewiring of the way government operates."
State Rep. Alex Andrade, a Pensacola Republican who led the House investigation into the $10 million payment to Hope Florida Foundation, said last month that he was turning over documents and information collected during the hearings to the state attorney's office. He alleged that moving the Medicaid funds was an illegal diversion, adding that the money should have gone toward health care for children, pregnant people and low-income disabled Floridians, the Herald and Tampa Bay Times reported.
"Now it's up to law enforcement," he said in an interview.
Ron DeSantis said during an April news conference that the $10 million payment to the Hope Florida Foundation was "100 percent appropriate" and in addition to what the state was getting as part of the settlement. "This is kind of like a cherry on top where they agreed to make an additional contribution," he said.
Hope Florida Foundation Chairman Joshua Hay did not respond to requests for comment about the investigation. At a committee meeting in April, Hay told Florida lawmakers that "mistakes were made" with its recordkeeping and that those were being addressed.
The Florida House subcommittee investigation into the $10 million payments abruptly ended in April, when two key witnesses associated with the settlement declined to appear at a hearing.
Centene, the Medicaid contractor, has said state officials, including Florida's attorney general's office, directed the allocation of funds.
"Centene had no part in or knowledge of any decision by the Hope Florida Foundation regarding the subsequent use of any Foundation funds," the company said in a statement last month.
Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier was Ron DeSantis's chief of staff at the time the Hope Florida Foundation sent the $10 million payments to the nonprofits. Uthmeier, whose office did not respond to a request for comment, led Keep Florida Clean -- one of the political action committees that received donations from the nonprofits.
Jeremy Redfern, Uthmeier's communications director, said on X that his office hasn't received any inquiries from the state attorney's office. Redfern referred to reports about the investigation as "more lawfare driven by the fake news media and those politically motivated to hurt" the governor.
DeSantis has hinted that his wife Casey could run for governor in 2026, and has said that questions about her signature initiative were meant to derail that.
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Abraham Lincoln artifacts to be auctioned to pay off foundation's debt
The auction -- representing 10 percent of the Lincoln Presidential Foundation's collection -- includes the gloves Lincoln carried the night of his assassination.
By Vivian Ho | 2025-05-21

Abraham Lincoln's bloodstained gloves on display at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library in Springfield, Illinois, in 2014. (Seth Perlman/AP)


A page from a childhood workbook. Remnants from the campaign trail. The small cuff button he wore on the night he died.
These yellowing relics offer a glimpse into the legendary life of President Abraham Lincoln. Once a part of the Lincoln Presidential Foundation's prized Lincolniana collection, loaned out and displayed in museums and historical sites across the country, they are up for auction Wednesday as the foundation seeks to pay off its long-lingering debts.
The foundation said in March that it would be auctioning off 144 items -- less than 10 percent of its 1,540-item collection -- to close out the loan it took out to buy the artifacts in 2007.
"Proceeds from the sale will be used to satisfy our obligation to retire the outstanding loan balance from the Foundation's purchase of the collection," it said in a statement. "Any excess funds will go toward our continued care and display of our extensive collection."
The foundation, which did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday, had acquired the artifacts, valued at $25 million, from the Louise and Barry Taper Collection through a $2 million donation and a $23 million loan. Though the foundation expected to pay back the loan through private donations, it was still $9.7 million in debt seven years ago when it asked for donations via GoFundMe.
David Gerleman, a historian at George Mason University who has studied Lincoln's writings, called the breakup of the collection "a woeful calamity for both academics and the general public," and expressed dismay that it is "likely unavoidable" that once these items are bought by private collectors, "they may never be viewed again."
"I fear this is another example of key pieces of American history disappearing into private hands of only those who can afford them while public museums struggle to stay open and maintain their collections for public benefit," Gerleman said in an email.
Louise Taper told WBEZ, Chicago's public radio station, that she was appalled by the auction. "My intent was for these historic items to reside in a place for the public to enjoy and learn from." She could not be reached for comment Wednesday morning.
The foundation has not publicly said how much it hopes to raise through the auction, which is being managed by Freeman's-Hindman in Chicago. The estimated values of the 144 lots range from $200 to $300 for a satirical business card printed during the 1864 presidential campaign to as much as $1.2 million for the stained leather gloves carried by Lincoln at Ford's Theatre on the night of his assassination.
It also has not disclosed how much is left on the loan. At the time of the 2018 fundraiser, then-CEO Carla Knorowski said the foundation had already raised more than $15 million in private donations to retain the collection. The GoFundMe raised $35,000. According to its annual report, the foundation received more than $1.3 million in contributions in 2023, the latest year available.
Other items up for auction include documents and letters signed by Lincoln, a campaign lantern from his first presidential race and locks of hair from the Lincoln family -- Lincoln, his wife and his son Willie, who died at the age of 11 during Lincoln's first term in office.
A page from his 1824 "sum book" -- valued between $300,000 and $400,000 -- bears the earliest known example of his handwriting, in the form of a poem bursting with youthful humor, scrawled in graceful cursive: "Abraham Lincoln is my name," the 14-year-old wrote in a top corner, "and with my pen I wrote the same. I wrote in both haste and speed, and left it here for fools to read."
Lincoln's famous sense of humor is also on display in a signed manuscript described as one of the only surviving examples of his "frontier ribaldry."
The president's "spoonerisms" transpose parts of a word for laughs: "He said he was riding bass-ackwards on a jass-ack, through a patton-cotch, on a pair of baddle-sags, stuffed full of binger-gred, when the animal steered at a scump, and the lirrup-steather broke, and throwed him in the forner of the kence and broke his pishing-fole."
The "Bass-Ackwards" manuscript is valued between $200,000 and $300,000.
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Israelis express horror at D.C. embassy attack as politicians trade blame
Several Israeli government ministers blamed their leftist opponents for the D.C. shooting that killed embassy workers Yaron Lischinsky and Sarah Lynn Milgrim.
By Shira Rubin, Lior Soroka | 2025-05-22

A bystander prays while wearing an Israel flag with a cross in the middle near the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington on Wednesday night. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


TEL AVIV -- Israelis expressed horror and sorrow Thursday at the killing of two young Israeli Embassy workers outside a Jewish museum in Washington.
While many Israelis said they were at a loss for words over the tragedy, politicians began to trade blame for the attack. At least four Israeli government ministers took to X to accuse their leftist countrymen of fueling the deadly shooting with their criticism of the government. The suspect, 31-year-old Elias Rodriguez of Chicago, yelled, "Free, free Palestine!" soon after the attack, D.C. police said.
Far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir said that "antisemites around the world are emboldened by vile politicians" opposed to the war in Gaza. He singled out opposition politician Yair Golan, a former general who on Tuesday said Israel is in danger of becoming "a pariah state," adding that "a sane country doesn't engage in fighting against civilians, doesn't kill babies as a hobby."
"Yair, the blood of the embassy employees is on your hands," Diaspora Minister Amichai Chikli wrote on X, while transportation minister and government loyalist Miri Regev described the attack as "the Golan effect."

Two Israeli Embassy employees were shot and killed near the Capital Jewish Museum in Washington on May 21.


Golan put the blame on Israel's far-right government led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose members have publicly called for the deliberate starvation and mass displacement of Gazans, and reinstitution of Israeli settlements in the Strip. Those were the actions that gave "fuel to antisemitism and Israel hatred," he said, and constituted a "danger to every Jew in every corner of the world."
Hours before the attack, Netanyahu had told reporters that he was still not ready to declare an end to the war in Gaza. The war has long been unpopular with Israeli opposition leaders, family members of the Israeli hostages, and the thousands of their supporters who have flooded the streets on a weekly basis, arguing that the war endangers the remaining hostages in Gaza. However, Golan's comments also stood out as a rare rebuke of the Gaza war's civilian casualties in Israel, where nightly news programs rarely broadcast, and seldom criticize, images of death and destruction from the enclave.
Wednesday's attack killed Yaron Lischinsky, who worked as a Middle East and North Africa researcher at the Israeli Embassy in Washington, and fellow embassy colleague Sarah Lynn Milgrim, who worked in the public diplomacy department. Lischinsky recently bought an engagement ring and was planning to propose to Milgrim, the Israeli ambassador to the United States, Yechiel Leiter, said at a news conference late Wednesday.
The shooting will be investigated as a possible hate crime, said Steven J. Jensen, the assistant director in charge of the FBI's Washington field office.
Netanyahu did not refer to Golan but said in a statement that he has ordered increased security at Israeli diplomatic missions around the world and that Israel would fight "blood libel that is costing us in blood."
Members of Netanyahu's government -- the most hard-line in Israel's history -- have long accused leftist opponents of posing a threat to Jews in Israel and of emboldening antisemitic attackers across the world. For months, Netanyahu's coalition partners have compared anti-government protesters to Hamas, the militant  group that vows to destroy Israel.
Hamas attacked communities in southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing about 1,200 people and taking more than 250 others hostage. The Israeli response has leveled much of Gaza, displaced 90 percent of the population and killed more than 53,000 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.
Soon after the war began, U.S. federal officials said they were responding to a rise in threats against Arab, Muslim and Jewish communities, with experts saying there was a significant spike in hate incidents.
The Anti-Defamation League, a pro-Israel advocacy group that tracks cases of antisemitic harassment, vandalism and assault in the U.S., said in April that it had recorded more than 9,350 antisemitic incidents in 2024, with a majority of incidents containing "elements related to Israel or Zionism" for the first time since its audit began in 1979.
In a March report, the Council on American-Islamic Relations said its offices received more than 8,650 complaints of anti-Muslim discrimination in 2024 and that the war in Gaza "drove a wave of Islamophobia in the United States."
On Thursday morning, Israeli President Isaac Herzog pleaded with the Israeli public to recognize the gravity of "this sad and difficult morning, of a very serious terrorist attack, and at a time when the State of Israel is facing many threats ... [and] stop the mudslinging."
"When it comes to the despicable murder in Washington, domestic Israeli political views have no significance," Herzog said.
Cochav Elkayam Levy, the head of a nongovernmental commission investigating crimes perpetrated against women and children on Oct. 7, said Milgrim had helped her coordinate her visits to the U.S. and described her as a "remarkably intelligent young woman so deeply committed to human rights" who was active in multifaith and cross-cultural human rights initiatives.
Elkayam Levy said she, like many Israelis she spoke with Thursday morning, were still struggling to make sense of the embassy shooting.
"The fact that she was killed in this way, it makes me feel like we're losing our legitimacy to exist," she said.
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On Gaza and Ukraine, Britain drifts from lockstep with the United States
Britain's Labour Party government is quietly separating parts of its diplomacy, along with trade and security policies, from the Trump administration. 
By Steve Hendrix | 2025-05-22

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy speaks about Israel and the war in Gaza in the House of Commons this week. (House of Commons/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- Just hours after President Donald Trump signaled he would not be punishing Russia with more sanctions this week, Britain joined the European Union in punishing Russia with more sanctions.
The same day, Britain made another move that deviated from London's traditional lockstep with American policy. Foreign Secretary David Lammy suspended trade talks with Israel on Tuesday, summoned the country's ambassador and condemned Israel's conduct in Gaza in terms far more withering -- "repellent," "monstrous," "morally unjustifiable" -- than anything coming from Washington.
In both cases, London was acting more in line with the European bloc, which also applied sanctions to Russia's "shadow fleet" of Black Sea tankers this week while trying to pressure Israel over its blockade of Gaza. And as they move in tandem, Britain and Europe are acting independently of Washington in ways that would have been hard to imagine a year ago.
The moves reflect attempts by the United Kingdom's Labour Party government to quietly detach parts of its diplomacy -- as it has parts of its trade and security policies -- from a Trump administration that continues to upend transatlantic norms.
"This is another signal that the U.K. is a bit more prepared to stake out positions distinct from the United States and closer to other allies," said Olivia O'Sullivan, head of the U.K. in the World program at Chatham House, a think tank. "They are more willing to speak and act a little more independently while carefully calibrating the relationship with the U.S."
Neither government foresees a sharp break. Britain and the United States are allies that cooperate and coordinate more often than not in responding to international hot spots. Prime Minister Keir Starmer has won praise for navigating the first tumultuous months of Trump's second term without sparking a torrent of presidential scorn and avoiding the worst tariffs in the U.S. leader's global trade war.
But Britain is finding its own way more often, as shared interests with the United States that had been synced up like zipper teeth for decades are pulled apart by Trump's break with the trade and security dogma of the Western alliance.
The president's softening commitment to NATO and his tilt toward Russia after its invasion of Ukraine may be the starkest examples. Britain and the E.U. are looking to each other for deeper defense ties and to chart their own path on defending Ukraine. The two announced new integration of military funding and procurement this week.
Before Monday, Trump had suggested the U.S. would join a pressure campaign by those countries to push Russian President Vladimir Putin toward a ceasefire. But following an "excellent" two-hour phone call with Putin, Trump let other leaders know he was backing off, saying it was up to Kyiv and Moscow to work out a peace process.
Britain went ahead with 100 new sanctions targeting Russian shipping, banking and military supply chains, as the E.U. also imposed broad sanctions. The divergence between allies became clear when Secretary of State Marco Rubio described such measures as counterproductive at this time.
"Right now, you start threatening sanctions, the Russians will stop talking," Rubio said in a Senate appearance Tuesday.
Some Europeans, including Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, pressed Trump to reconsider. "We also expect our U.S. allies not to tolerate [Putin's foot dragging]," German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul told Reuters on Tuesday.
But Starmer's government held its tongue, continuing its Trump-management tactic of never touting its breaks with the White House with anything that might sound like criticism.
Internally, British officials "talk about the strategy of not poking the bear," O'Sullivan said. "But because of the volatility and unpredictability of [the Trump] administration, there is a space to stake out different positions without making a show of it."
Britain and the E.U. also forged new security agreements Monday, including a defense pact independent of NATO and shared access to arms financing and procurement. The deals were part of wide-ranging accords that mark Britain's closest ties to the continent since it voted to leave the E.U. almost a decade ago.
Starmer was always going to seek closer European links; his Labour Party campaigned on finding a "reset" with Europe. But the rapid restitching of ties across security, trade and diplomacy represents a surprising Trump effect, given the president's vocal support for Brexit and his well-known antipathy for the European bloc.
There was even a reference to the need for keeping Britain from slipping "back into the orbit of the E.U." in Project 2025, the conservative policy wish list viewed as a playbook for Trump's second term, O'Sullivan noted. "I don't think this is the way they expected it to go."

Palestinian girls eat hot food from rations provided at a charity kitchen at the Islamic University campus in Gaza City on May 12. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


Britain also took a step away from Washington, and closer to many European governments, in offering its strongest rebuke yet of Israel's conduct in Gaza. Trump has expressed concern about the humanitarian crisis but been criticized for not putting more pressure on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
But amid dire warnings of mass starvation, Starmer joined French President Emmanuel Macron and Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney on Monday in demanding that Israel stop expanding military operations and allow emergency aid to flow into Gaza or "we will take further concrete actions in response."
On Tuesday, London suspended trade negotiations with Israel. Israeli Ambassador Tzipi Hotovely was called to the Foreign Office and told formally that the British government considers Israel's 11-week food blockade on Gaza to be "cruel and indefensible." The U.K. also applied sanctions and travel bans on numerous Israeli settlers and settler organizations in the West Bank.
Lammy later appeared before the House of Commons for 90 rancorous minutes, drawing cheers from both Conservative and Labour members as he condemned Israel's recent conduct in Gaza as "morally unjustifiable, wholly disproportionate and utterly counterproductive."
Refusing to allow in adequate aid was "an affront to the values of the British people," he said.
Lammy spoke amid cries of "genocide," a word he declined to use, even when asked to do so by more than one lawmaker. Nor would he commit his government to recognizing an independent Palestinian state at a United Nations meeting in June, although he said he was in consultation with close allies. France and Canada are said to be considering such a move.
A Labour lawmaker said many in the party were glad to see the government separating, if just a little, from Washington on the issue of Gaza.
"Labour has held firm on support for Israel, but it won't last much longer if [Netanyahu] continues to destroy Israel's security alliances and moral authority," said the member, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss party dynamics. Relief officials said late Wednesday that 90 trucks with aid had entered Gaza, the first deliveries of food and other supplies in more than two months.
According to a diplomatic source familiar with Britain's policy deliberations, the shift was driven by "genuine anger" at the brewing disaster in Gaza on the part of Starmer and Lammy. But it also reflected the government's growing ease with charting its own course at times, even when it means being out of step with Washington.
"It does seem that patience is running out with [Netanyahu]," said this person, who was not authorized to speak publicly. "But there is something of confidence coming back."
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North Korea's Kim Jong Un irate after destroyer is damaged during launch
Kim promised to punish those responsible for the "catastrophic failure" after the naval vessel partially capsized during a ceremony attended by the leader.
By Michelle Lee | 2025-05-22

A satellite image shows the new North Korean warship on Sunday before its failed launch in Chongjin, North Korea. (Maxar Technologies/Reuters)


SEOUL -- North Korea's efforts to modernize its navy -- and its military pride -- have been damaged after its newest warship partially capsized during a launch ceremony, with leader Kim Jong Un calling the "catastrophic failure" a "criminal act," state media reported Thursday.
Kim -- who was present at what was supposed to be a celebration -- sharply criticized the officials, scientists and shipyard workers involved.
Taking the relatively rare step of publicly acknowledging the failure, Kim said it was caused by "absolute carelessness, irresponsibility and unscientific empiricism" and promised to punish those responsible.
The incident "brought the dignity and self-respect of our state to a collapse in a moment," according to the state-run Korean Central News Agency.
North Korea fired cruise missiles into the waters to the east of the Korean Peninsula in the hours after the state media report.

A television broadcast about North Korea launching cruise missiles plays at a Seoul train station on Thursday. (Jeon Heon-Kyun/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


During the ceremony at a shipyard in the northeastern port city of Chongjin on Wednesday, the 5,000-ton destroyer -- North Korea's answer to an Aegis, the American integrated naval system -- was being launched sideways from the quay into the water.
But the stern slid into the water first, crushing the hull and causing the ship to lose balance. The report did not specify what caused the accident.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said the vessel was lying on its side in the water on Thursday. South Korean and U.S. authorities had been monitoring the launch and determined that the side launch had failed, spokesman Lee Sung-joon said.
The failure was particularly embarrassing for Kim, not only because he was present for it. He ordered the ship to be restored by a key meeting of the ruling Workers' Party in late June.
North Korea's newest and largest warship is his "pride and political achievement," said Yang Uk, a North Korea military expert at the Asan Institute for Policy Studies in Seoul. "I suspect there wasn't enough preparation" before the launch in front of the North Korean leader, Yang said.
Accidents like these don't happen if the ship is perfectly balanced, he said. "This accident means that the destroyer itself has a problem," Yang said.
Satellite images last week showed that the destroyer was preparing to be side-launched from the quay, an unusual method for North Korea, according to a May 15 report by the North Korea-focused website 38 North.
"The use of this launch method could be one of necessity, as the quay where the ship is being built does not have an incline," according to 38 North.

In a photo provided by the North Korean government, Kim Jong-Un, center, and his daughter attend a ceremony in April to unveil a different naval destroyer at the western port of Nampo. (KCNA/KNS/AP)


The damaged vessel appears to be a second Choe Hyon-class warship, the first of which North Korea unveiled with great fanfare in April, the South Korean military said.
The Choe Hyon is North Korea's largest warship and is said to be capable of conducting integrated combat operations. It is named after a Korean guerrilla fighter who battled the Japanese in the 1930s and was a friend of North Korea's founder, the current leader's grandfather.
Kim has touted the ship's "antiaircraft, anti-ship, anti-submarine and anti-ballistic missile capabilities."
"They didn't say it, but they sure made it look like an Aegis destroyer," said Yang, the military expert.
When the first Choe Hyon destroyer was launched in April, experts at the Center for Strategic and International Studies said it could be part of a significant improvement in capability.
"Should the design of the Choe Hyon be successful and lead to a new class of destroyers, these developments in conjunction with Kim's aspiration for a cruiser and a nuclear-powered submarine will significantly augment a new naval threat to the Korean Peninsula and the region for the U.S. and South Korea," they said in a report.
North Korea may have received Russian assistance to build the Choe Hyon destroyer, the South's military has said, as a part of the growing military cooperation between the two nations after Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.
These ships are a key element of Kim's efforts to upgrade his nuclear-capable arsenal and modernize his navy. North Korea has claimed it is also building a nuclear-powered submarine and underwater nuclear attack drones.
But Wednesday's botched launch showed that Kim's newest vessels may not be ready for prime time for a while.
"This accident will set the program back by at least several months. Both the slipway and the ship's hull will require extensive repairs," said Carl Schuster, a naval analyst based in Hawaii.
It will take two to five weeks alone to right the ship, and then cleanup and repair operations will begin, Schuster said. The hull was probably flooded with water, and workers will need to purge the seawater and sediment that went into the machinery and electrical equipment before they can resume repairs, he said.
"This type of accident is typical of what happens when one rushes a project with an inexperienced work crew," Schuster said.
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Shipwreck plunder, art among nearly 38,000 items seized in police crackdown
Operation Pandora IX aims to disrupt the trade in cultural artifacts that's grown larger and more professional since the coronavirus pandemic, Interpol said.
By Victoria Craw | 2025-05-22

Ancient coins seized by Spain's Civil Guard as part of Operation Pandora, which led to 80 arrests, with more investigations underway, according to Interpol. (Interpol)


In October,  a woman traveling from the sunny Mediterranean island of Mallorca to Germany was stopped by Spain's customs police for a routine inspection. In her luggage were several seemingly innocuous items: 55 coins and a ring.
The woman told officials the items belonged to her late husband, an archaeologist and diver who lived on the Balearic Islands. She intended to take the objects to Germany to have them evaluated and sold, a spokeswoman for Spain's Civil Guard said.
The chance encounter led to the discovery of more than 1,000 priceless ancient items, including coins, jewels, lamps and swords, some of which date back to the Talayotic culture -- from 1600 to 123 B.C. -- the Civil Guard said.
The couple's daughter, who had accompanied the archaeologist on his trips to recover objects, is facing charges of plundering underwater wrecks and archaeological sites, authorities said. The items are being catalogued to be put on display at the Museum of Mallorca.
The case is one of nearly 260 reported as part of Operation Pandora IX -- a major annual exercise supported by Interpol, Europol and the World Customs Organization. This year's operation was coordinated by Spain's Civil Guard and involved authorities from 23 countries, including the United States, in a bid to disrupt the trafficking of cultural items and ancient artifacts across borders.
The latest operation led to 80 arrests and the seizure of more than 37,700 items such as paintings, Roman coins and ceramics, according to Interpol. The figures, which cover findings from 2024, are a sharp increase from the previous three years, in which authorities seized between 6,400 and 11,000 items per year. In 2021, authorities seized over 56,400 artifacts, including a single haul of 27,300 items by French customs authorities.
Interpol spokesman Samuel Heath said the findings reflect a new and "highly lucrative" business for organized crime networks, which have seen a "massive watershed moment" since the coronavirus pandemic, when they became larger and more professional and expanded their distribution networks.
"It was like they almost took an MBA during covid and worked out different ways of operating," he said in a phone interview Wednesday, describing criminals innovating and evolving "at a rate that we haven't seen before," possibly spurred by restrictions on real-world travel and more people living their lives online.
Heath said this led to more cross-border coordination, including among groups "who you would think wouldn't get on working together," as well as the subcontracting of services like money laundering.
As part of the operation, Spanish authorities disrupted a criminal gang looting archaeological sites in Caceres province, near the border with Portugal, Interpol said. Police seized more than 2,000 items -- mainly Roman coins minted in the Celtiberian city of Tamusia -- that the group had found using metal detectors and was selling illegally on social media. Six people were arrested and three others were placed under investigation, according to the agency.
In Italy, the country's dedicated police unit for protecting cultural heritage seized a painting fraudulently attributed to renowned artist Jannis Kounellis. It would have been valued around $113,000 had it been authentic, Interpol said. A separate investigation turned up more than 300 items, including ancient coins, metal and weapons dating to Roman times, offered for sale online and discovered in a private apartment.
In Greece, the country's department of cultural heritage and antiquities used an undercover officer to act on a tip and recover five Byzantine icons being sold for nearly $80,000, leading to the arrest of three people. Ukrainian authorities also seized nearly 90 items, including coins, books and spoons, that were being illegally taken out of the war-torn country, en route to Poland, Moldova and Romania, Interpol said.

A seized item from Ukraine. (Interpol)


Authorities also confiscated 69 metal detectors and 23 tools used for illegal excavations.
Heath said "cultural crime" is often seen as low-risk, because items can be hard to identify. Yet far from being victimless, such activity disrupts the work of archaeologists and cultural historians and can affect communities through other types of criminal behavior such as violence, corruption and fraud, he said.
"So it isn't just, 'Okay, we've lost a coin, and we've lost a bit of pottery,'" he said, but an issue of "greater historical damage."
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Roof of centuries-old Chinese tower partially collapses, video shows
The cascade of falling tiles from the roof of the Fengyang Drum Tower in eastern China, a Ming Dynasty watchtower, sent crowds fleeing, but no one was injured. 
By Lyric Li | 2025-05-22

Hundreds of tiles fell from the roof of the Fengyang Drum Tower in China's Anhui province on May 19.


Hundreds of tiles fell from the 650-year-old Fengyang Drum Tower in China's Anhui province Monday, sending crowds running for safety as the roof collapsed in a giant plume of smoke, social media video showed. There were no injuries, local tourism officials said.
Dozens, including children, fled in panic, the state-run Yangtse Evening Post reported. One witness said the collapse lasted a minute or two after "a thundering sound."
A janitor said it happened during dinnertime, before a big crowd was expected to gather for an evening dance. "I can't imagine if this happened half an hour sooner or later," the janitor told the Evening Post.
The Fengyang County Culture and Tourism Bureau said Tuesday that the county has cleared and cordoned off the area. The government is investigating and has summoned the companies in charge of the building's renovation.
On social media, commentators expressed concern about what they called the shoddy conservation of historic sites, with many calling for more research before renovations or reconstructions are undertaken. Local officials said the collapsed roof was a "replica" and not part of the original structure.
The 52-foot Drum Tower in the ancient town of Fengyang is the largest watchtower in China, according to the county's historical archive. It was part of a fortification built in 1375 during the reign of the Ming Dynasty's founding emperor, Zhu Yuanzhang, who was born there. Zhu's plan to make his hometown a national capital never materialized, and the project was eventually abandoned.
The top part -- a wooden pavilion -- was lost to a fire in 1853 and reconstructed in 1995. The brick base remains largely intact, according to the local government. It is now a major tourist attraction, drawing over half a million visitors annually, the Anhui Daily reported.
An extensive renovation took place in September 2023, with loose roof tiles and damaged eaves and rafters replaced, doors and windows repainted and railings raised to address safety concerns. The repairs cost about $400,000, according to a government notice.
When the tower reopened in March 2024, the company in charge of the repairs said on social media that "safety, environmental protection and quality are all up to standard."
"We did regular patrols and inspection every month or every other month and did not find any problems recently," Lu Deyong, the head of Fengyang's tourism bureau, told state-run China National Radio (CNR) on Tuesday.
Lu told investigators that Fengyang experienced a "rare" 36-degree Fahrenheit temperature drop the day of the collapse, saying "we don't know if this factor was relevant," CNR reported. "As for whether construction quality was the cause, we still need a review by experts. ... We will offer the public a thorough explanation when we have the investigation results."
In December, a third-party inspection agency called for follow-up repairs after drone footage showed cracks on the tower's roof. However, the recommendation was ignored because "there was no overall slide," CNR reported.
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The history behind Trump's focus on White South African farmers
The Trump administration is resettling Afrikaners in the United States after halting admission for other refugees, amid claims of "genocide." Here's what to know.
By Gaya Gupta | 2025-05-22

South Africans newly arrived in the United States listen to representatives from Homeland Security and the State Department on May 12. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


In a remarkable Oval Office exchange Wednesday, President Donald Trump publicly pressed South African President Cyril Ramaphosa over the treatment of South Africa's White ethnic minority, further amplifying false claims that the country is presiding over a genocide.
The Trump administration has taken up the fate of South Africa's White farmers as a special cause: The White House meeting comes the week after an initial group of White South Africans arrived in the United States, designated by Trump as refugees fleeing racial discrimination.
Trump has criticized a law that would permit the seizure and redistribution of land to address racial inequalities rooted in the legacy of apartheid. But South Africa says that it has not seized any land under the law and that Trump's claim that White South Africans face genocide has no factual basis. Amid Trump's moves, U.S.-South Africa relations are deteriorating.
Here's what you need to know about situation for White farmers in South Africa.

A teacher helps students during a geography class at school in Kleinfontein, an all-White town outside Pretoria, South Africa, in 2013. (Per-Anders Pettersson/For The Washington Post)


Afrikaners are descendants of primarily Dutch and other Northern European settlers who began to settle in South Africa in the 17th century. After South Africa gained self-governance from the British at the turn of the 20th century, White South Africans assumed governing power in a brutal system of racial separation known as apartheid, in which non-White South Africans were forcibly relocated from their homes and segregated from White South Africans.
Vast inequities persist more than three decades after apartheid rule ended in 1994 and longtime political prisoner Nelson Mandela was elected the country's first Black president. White South Africans make up less than 10 percent of the population but own about three-quarters of the country's individually owned farms and agricultural land, according to a South African government land audit. Research by the South Africa Human Rights commission also found they hold almost all of the country's wealth.
Afrikaners make up just over half of South Africa's White population; most of the rest are English-speaking descendants of British settlers. Trump's executive order issued in early February, however, only specifies refugee status for Afrikaners who are "escaping government-sponsored race-based discrimination."

Nelson Mandela smiles as his running mate Thabo Mbeki shakes hands with outgoing president F.W. de Klerk on May 10, 1994. (Dudley M. Brooks/The Washington Post)


Ever since the African National Congress took power in 1994, it has been a goal of the South African government to rectify the inequities of land ownership caused by decades-long policies that forcibly removed Black people from their homes.
In 1913, three years after the country gained self-governance  from Britain, a law called the Natives Land Act limited African land ownership to 7 percent overall. It also prevented Black South Africans from purchasing land and forced many to leave their homes for less developed and less desirable areas.
In the decades after apartheid rule officially began in 1948, the government started a policy of "separate development," in which land was consolidated according to racial categories, leading to further displacement of Black people from their homes, according to Nancy Jacobs, a professor of South African history at Brown University.
"Well over a million people were forcibly removed and lost their land, and were picked up and sent to areas that were more thoroughly segregated," she said.
By the time the apartheid system was dismantled, Black South Africans held roughly 13 percent of the land. The new government decided to redistribute land on a "willing buyer, willing seller" basis -- meaning the government would have to pay owners for the land it claimed for redistribution. But that process was slow and largely unsuccessful, according to Jacobs.
When Ramaphosa assumed the presidency in 2018, he supported the policy of expropriation without compensation, as long as the practice wouldn't threaten the economy or food security. After lengthy debates surrounding the law and its constitutionality, he signed the practice into law in January.
The law specifies limited conditions under which land can be seized without compensation, such as when it is not being actively farmed or used, or is abandoned, and it requires a judge's review before seizure. No land has yet been taken under the law, South Africa says.
But the move inflamed tensions with South Africa's White, largely Afrikaner farmers, and caught the attention of the international right wing, especially online. An apartheid-era call-and-response song, "Kill the Boer" -- a term for Afrikaners -- which far-left party leader Julius Malema chanted at political rallies, has drawn particular ire.
In 2023, after Malema led the chant at a massive rally in Johannesburg, billionaire Trump adviser Elon Musk, who was born in South Africa, said Malema and his followers were "openly pushing for genocide of white people in South Africa."
Trump repeated that sentiment, that White South Africans face "genocide," when announcing he was admitting Afrikaners as refugees. South African government officials say that allegation lacks any evidence.
Well before South Africa passed its expropriation law, Trump condemned the alleged treatment of White South Africans amid the government's push for land reform, as the issue gained prominence among U.S. conservatives.
In his first term, he directed his secretary of state, Mike Pompeo, to "closely study" land and farm seizures and the "killing of farmers" in South Africa, following a Fox News broadcast in which Tucker Carlson falsely stated that South Africa had begun seizing land from White farmers without compensation. The South African government swiftly rejected Trump's claims, pledging to "speed up the pace of land reform in a careful and inclusive manner that does not divide our nation."
At the same time, a movement to push Trump to allow Afrikaners into the U.S. to flee violence had also started: An online petition, called "Genocide of whites in South Africa," gathered 23,000 signatures in 2018.
Far-right movements in North America, Europe and Australia pointed to the treatment of White farmers in South Africa as examples of anti-White discrimination, claiming that they are being targeted and killed at disproportionate rates and are at risk of having their land seized by South Africa's government.
But the data indicates otherwise: Of the nearly 7,000 people who were killed in the country late last year, 12 were killed in farm attacks, and only one of them was a farmer, according to official statistics reported by the BBC. Agence France-Presse reported in March that online disinformation often distorts the data on the frequency of farm attacks. South Africa's government has condemned killings and attacks against farmers but says the problem should be understood in the context of violent crime across the society. Ramaphosa has pointed out that the majority of victims of violent crime are Black and poor.
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Trucks carrying aid enter Gaza for the first time in 80 days
The vehicles were loaded with baby food, medical supplies and sacks of flour, the Israeli military said.
By Abbie Cheeseman, Miriam Berger, Lior Soroka | 2025-05-21

Palestinians gather to receive a hot meal at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


BEIRUT -- About 90 trucks carrying flour, baby food and nutritional supplements entered the Gaza Strip late Wednesday, local officials and the U.N. humanitarian affairs agency said, the first tranche of aid to reach the besieged territory in more than two months.
The trucks finally departed the Kerem Shalom crossing after a days-long delay, which the United Nations said was the result of insecurity along the single route Israel had approved for distribution.
"Israeli authorities had only allowed our teams to go through one area that was highly congested, that we felt was insecure and where we felt looting was highly likely to take place," U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters at a briefing Wednesday afternoon.
He said discussions with Israeli officials to find alternative routes inside Gaza were ongoing. "We have brought in empty trucks from various places in Gaza to pick up the supplies," Dujarric said. "Some of those trucks have already been loaded. They are ready to go."
Videos of what appeared to be loaded trucks driving in the dark along a main road in southern Gaza began circulating online. According to the deputy head of Gaza's local transport union, Jihad Isleem, two of the trucks were intercepted by looters. And in one video, a group of men are shown tearing into bags of flour.

Aid trucks carrying food arrive at a World Food Program warehouse in Gaza on Wednesday. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


After an 11-week blockade of the territory, Israel announced abruptly Sunday that it would allow a minimal amount of food into Gaza, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu describing the move as one he was forced to make to placate allies that are worried about mass starvation. Hunger experts have said that Gaza, home to more than 2 million people, is at risk of famine.
"We eat anything to survive," said Om Yousif, 46, a mother of five from Deir al-Balah in central Gaza. She said she hadn't eaten bread in a week. "We used to depend on aid, but now there is none," she said. "What do we do? Where do we go? Who do we ask for help from?"
Initially, Israeli authorities told aid agencies that for five days, starting Monday and ending Friday, they would allow 100 trucks a day to move through the Kerem Shalom crossing in southern Gaza. Relief workers say that the population needs at least 500 trucks per day.
According to COGAT, the arm of Israel's Defense Ministry that coordinates aid in Gaza, the vehicles that entered late Wednesday were carrying flour, baby food and some medical supplies.
In recent days, Israel has come under growing pressure from some of its closest allies to alleviate the human suffering in Gaza and roll back a renewed military offensive that Netanyahu said will include taking control of the enclave. Britain on Tuesday suspended free-trade negotiations with Israel, calling Netanyahu's policies "egregious," while the European Union said it was reviewing commercial ties.
Tensions with allies spiked again Wednesday after the Israeli military fired warning shots at a delegation of diplomats visiting the Jenin refugee camp in the occupied West Bank. The delegation included representatives from more than 20 countries, as well as the United Nations.
Canada, France, Italy and Spain all confirmed that their diplomats were among those present when the military opened fire. In a statement, the Israel Defense Forces said the delegation had "deviated" from an approved route, prompting troops to fire warning shots to keep them at bay.
Canada's foreign affairs minister, Anita Anand, said Wednesday that four Canadian personnel were part of the delegation and that she had summoned the Israeli ambassador "to convey Canada's serious concerns."
"We expect a full investigation and accountability," Anand wrote on X.
In Gaza, aid group Doctors Without Borders accused Israel of using a "ridiculously inadequate amount of aid" as "a smokescreen to pretend the siege is over."
For Wissam, a father of six, it's a struggle to find enough food to feed his family each day. They each have some lentils, but are without bread, because what flour remains is prohibitively expensive.
"I hope that it comes soon," he said, referring to the aid being held at the border. "We need it to survive."
Berger reported from Jaffa, Israel, and Soroka from Tel Aviv. Hazem Balousha in Toronto contributed to this report.
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Two top aides to Mexico City mayor shot dead on busy street in daytime attack
Mexican authorities have not said whether they see the slayings as targeted. They come after a year of heightened political violence.
By Sammy Westfall | 2025-05-21

Mexico City Mayor Clara Brugada speaks in Mexico City on Tuesday after two top members of her team were killed by gunmen. (Mexico City Government/Reuters)


Two top aides to Mexico City's mayor were shot dead by at least one gunman on their way to work, officials said.
Authorities investigating Tuesday's killings have yet to name suspects or identify a motive. Police are looking for "likely perpetrators" after an "direct attack" in the Moderna neighborhood of Mexico City's Benito Juarez district, according to an official statement from the city.
The slayings comes after a long string of killings of local politicians after a year of heightened political violence.
Mexico City's mayor, Clara Brugada, took office in October. Those killed Tuesday were her personal secretary, Ximena Guzman, and adviser Jose Munoz, according to a statement from the city.
Earlier this month, a local mayoral candidate in the ruling Morena party, Yesenia Lara Gutierrez, was shot at a campaign parade in her municipality of Texistepec.
Last year's campaign season in Mexico was among the most deadly in the country's modern history, with more than two dozen candidates killed leading up to the June general vote. As armed groups aimed to install friendly leaders in local officers through intimidation and assassination, hundreds dropped out of the race and hundreds more requested security protection.
In the 2018 general election, more than 36 local candidates, as well as dozens of other campaign officials and politicians, were killed.
An armed man shot Guzman while she stopped her car on the side of the road to pick up her colleague Munoz for their morning commute on Tuesday morning, according to media reports citing witness accounts.
Apparent CCTV footage of the attack, published by wire services and other media outlets, shows a man shooting into the car at close range, before fleeing on foot.
About 15 minutes into Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum's daily news briefing Tuesday, the country's security minister walked up to speak to the president privately. Sheinbaum later addressed the reporters to say information about the attack had just been confirmed.
She denounced the killings and expressed solidarity with the grieving families. "We know them, we stand with their families, with Clara [Brugada], and we will give her all the support she needs from the Mexican government," Sheinbaum said.
Sheinbaum was the mayor of Mexico City before she was elected president last year.
She said that investigators were analyzing video surveillance footage and that the likely suspects were traveling by motorcycle.
Brugada appeared visibly shaken as she held a news briefing on the deadly attack on her aides. Officials observed a moment of silence.
"With them, I shared many years of aspirations and struggles to transform first Iztapalapa and now our great city," the mayor said, referencing a borough of Mexico City that she formerly led.
"Ximena was a wonderful woman, tireless, truly kind. I knew Pepe almost since he was a child, one of the most intelligent and responsible people I have ever met. Our hearts ache," she said.
She said that those in the cabinet are "deeply shaken and in mourning" and that they will not rest until justice is served. "There will be no impunity," a Mexico City government statement said.
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Could Pope Leo mediate between Russia and Ukraine? Trump thinks so. 
The Vatican has a deep history of conflict mediation, with varying degrees of success. An effort by the pope to end the war in Ukraine would face long odds.  
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2025-05-21

Pope Leo XIV shakes hands during an audience with representatives of the media at the Vatican on May 12. (Eloisa Lopez/Reuters)


VATICAN CITY -- Two weeks after ascending the throne of Saint Peter, the first pope from the United States is being floated by world leaders for another pivotal role: peacemaker between Ukraine and Russia.
The initiative to have the Vatican mediate talks between Moscow and Kyiv could be an early test for Pope Leo XIV, who, in the past, has taken a more overtly pro-Ukrainian stance than his predecessor. But Leo has also seized on conflict resolution as an early driving theme. Playing a role in ending Europe's worst conflict since World War II could help define his early papacy.
"The Holy See is available so that enemies can meet and look each other in the eye," Leo said during a meeting with the Eastern Christian churches last week.
World leaders have signaled interest in the Vatican as a neutral institution viewed as being above the strategic interests of other mediators. President Donald Trump, following his Monday phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin, said Leo has offered to host talks. He later added: "I think it would be great to have it at the Vatican. ... I think maybe that could help some of that anger."
Late Tuesday, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni posted on Facebook that, at Trump's request, she has reached out to Leo and confirmed his willingness to host the talks.
"I expressed deep gratitude for his openness and for his unrelenting commitment to peace," Meloni wrote. The Vatican did not respond to repeated requests for comment and has yet to clarify Leo's "offer."
Mediation by the Vatican, or any intermediary, faces long odds. A peace deal between Russia and Ukraine has remained elusive, with recent efforts stymied by Russia's preference for lengthy negotiations without stopping the fighting -- leading to charges it is stalling while it pursues a military victory.
Europe has been pushing for a ceasefire ahead of negotiations -- as had the United States, for a time. But Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov dismissed out of hand this approach on Wednesday, saying in comments carried by Russia's Tass news agency that the Europeans need a ceasefire to "calmly arm Ukraine" and strengthen its defense.
And a deal to stage peace talks in the Vatican still faces practical challenges. European sanctions and travel bans have made Russian officials nervous about dispatching senior officials on flights that must land in Italy to access the Holy See, the world's smallest sovereign state and one completely surrounded by Italian territory. As a member of the European Union, Italy is expected to uphold those sanctions and detain violators.
But Italian officials have informed the Russians that, under the 1929 Lateran Treaty that established the state of Vatican City, their government must grant safe passage to diplomatic missions to the Vatican, according to a person familiar with the discussions. The unobstructed trip of Olga Lyubimova -- Putin's culture minister, who is under sanctions -- to attend Pope Francis's funeral in April was seen as a successful test case, said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.
Hosting talks in Vatican City might also require logistical concessions from other European nations, including allowing Russian officials to fly through Europe's airspace. The Russian government jet carrying Lyubimova for a second visit -- this time for Leo's inauguration -- had to turn back mid-flight because of technical issues. Those occurred after the flight was forced to fly a circuitous route to approach Italy from North Africa -- a path that more than doubled the flight time, the person said.

Russian Culture Minister Olga Lyubimova attends the funeral Mass for Pope Francis in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City on April 26. (Fabio Frustaci/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Legal experts say it remains unclear whether more senior figures, particularly Putin, would be covered by the Lateran Treaty.
"The question [for the Russians] is whether the benefits outweigh the risks," the person said.
Over the past decade, the Vatican has engaged in conflict mediation with various levels of success, mostly by dispatching senior clerics elsewhere. Vatican mediation paved the way for President Barack Obama's visit to Cuba in 2016. The Holy See also sought, and failed, to mediate a successful deal between the authoritarian government and the political opposition in Venezuela.
Turning the Holy See into a kind of sacred Switzerland would reprise the role the Vatican played in the early 1980s by hosting talks that prevented Argentina and Chile from going to war. Unlike the Vatican's involvement in that and several other conflicts, however, neither Ukraine nor Russia is a majority-Catholic country.
The Vatican's involvement could be "a really risky thing," in part because two of the leaders involved -- Putin and Trump -- "are not exactly a guarantee of reliability," said Massimo Faggioli, a Catholic theologian at Villanova University. "So if they do this, it's in hope of being able to get something on Ukraine's behalf, for Europe, for the entire world."
Leo is suddenly being sought as a mediator in other conflicts. Colombian President Gustavo Petro announced Monday that, during his audience with the pope, he asked the Vatican to host talks between his government and the National Liberation Army (ELN) rebel group. The Vatican had earlier aided in the Colombian government's historic peace deal with a larger rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).
Ukraine, officials say, first sought the Vatican's intervention during Francis's papacy, shortly after the Russian invasion in 2022. The Holy See -- through its diplomatic missions in Kyiv and Moscow and a senior emissary assigned to the region, Cardinal Matteo Zuppi -- has since helped facilitate prisoner exchanges and quietly assisted in the repatriation of hundreds of Ukrainian children taken into Russia.
In an interview with The Washington Post, Andrii Yurash, Ukraine's ambassador to the Holy See, who attended a meeting between Leo and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Sunday, described the 69-year-old pontiff as having "generally" offered to do whatever he could to help stop the conflict, as opposed to making a specific proposition to host the talks.
The assumption, Yurash said, is that "if there was request from both sides, [Vatican City] will be used as a ... place for the meetings." Zelensky on Monday publicly named the Vatican, along with Switzerland and the current host, Turkey, as possible venues for future talks.
"The Vatican is a symbol of the highest morality of free Western democratic civilization. ... There is no doubt it will be of great moral value" if it were to host the talks, Yurash said.
The Ukrainians continued seeking the Vatican's mediation even though some officials in Kyiv were vexed by Francis, who, as an Argentine, was raised in a country where many people harbor suspicion of Western powers, as well as more pragmatic views of Russia. At the start of the war, Francis lamented the conflict while hewing closely to the Vatican's traditional neutrality -- something unsurprising in an institution where, during World War II, Pope Pius XII refrained from directly criticizing Adolf Hitler.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and his wife, Olena Zelenska, attend an inaugural Mass for Pope Leo XIV in Vatican City on Sunday. (Massimo Percossi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Francis also took on the Russian Orthodox Church's moves to justify the war, famously warning its patriarch in May 2022 not to become "Putin's altar boy." But he also offered understanding of Moscow's position, saying in that month that the "barking of NATO at the door of Russia" might have provoked the invasion. In August 2023, the Vatican did damage control after Francis appeared to glorify Russia's imperial past.
Leo, when working as a bishop in Peru in 2022, bluntly called out Russian aggression, describing the war in a video as an "imperial invasion." During his two weeks so far as pope, he has also repeatedly mentioned Ukraine. And his first known official call, and first official meeting, were both with Zelensky.
"I carry in my heart the sufferings of the beloved Ukrainian people," Leo said during his first Sunday blessing in St. Peter's Square. "May everything possible be done to reach an authentic, just and lasting peace, as soon as possible. Let all the prisoners be freed and the children return to their own families."
Yurash said Ukrainian frustrations with Francis were exaggerated. He said Kyiv was thankful for the Vatican's intervention, along with that of Qatar and other intermediaries, in helping secure the release of some of the thousands of Ukrainian children his government says Russia abducted during the war.
The Ukrainians had been supplying names and details of the children to Zuppi, he said. Zuppi passed them on to the papal nuncios, or Vatican ambassadors, in Kyiv and Moscow, who would then liaise with both countries. The Vatican's efforts, Yurash said, helped in the repatriation of "hundreds" of children.
Another Ukrainian official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive details said the Vatican also aided in the exchange of bodies and political prisoners.
"You remember when under Francis everyone said the Vatican was not doing anything?" the official said. "Well, they were doing things, just quietly."
On Wednesday, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov was noncommittal. "No decision has yet been taken on the location of further talks," he told reporters. A day earlier, he had acknowledged the "initiative of the pope's."
Isobel Koshiw in Kyiv and Robyn Dixon in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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Trump's tax bill plan adds to federal debt, prompting investor backlash
President Trump's tax plan has sparked concern among investors, driving Treasury bond yields to a nearly two decade high, amid growing worries over U.S. debt.
By David J. Lynch | 2025-05-22

Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) speaks to reporters after returning to the Capitol Building following a meeting at the White House on May 21 in Washington, D.C. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


Investor unease over President Donald Trump's economic program drove the government's borrowing costs to their highest level in nearly two decades, following House approval of tax legislation that is expected to add trillions of dollars to the ballooning U.S. national debt.
The yield or interest rate on the 30-year Treasury bond briefly topped 5.1 percent Thursday morning, reflecting investors' demands for greater compensation in return for lending money to the U.S. government.
If yields remain elevated, they will eventually mean higher borrowing costs on mortgages, credit cards, and auto loans. Already, the average rate on 30-year mortgages has risen to 6.81 percent from 6.62 percent in mid-April, according to Freddie Mac.
Higher bond yields also are likely to act as a headwind on stocks. The S&P 500 index dropped more than 1.5 percent in early trading after the House passed the president's tax plan by a vote of 215 to 214 with all but two Republicans in the majority and every Democrat voting no.
Long-term yields began rising in early April, as investors grappled with uncertainty arising from the president's announcement of the highest tariffs on imported goods in more than a century. Yields rose further in recent days as his "one big beautiful bill" -- the tax plan's official name -- advanced in Congress.
"The markets are watching the fiscal policy," Federal Reserve Gov. Christopher Waller told Fox Business Network Thursday. "Everybody I've talked to in the financial markets, they're staring at the bill and they thought it was going to be much more in terms of fiscal restraint and they're not necessarily seeing it."
The centerpiece of the president's second-term agenda, the legislation would expand and make permanent his 2017 tax cuts. Administration officials have said the measure will produce an economic boom. But it also will add $2.4 trillion to the national debt over the next decade, according to the Congressional Budget Office.
Indeed, the legislation will worsen the federal government's already serious debt woes. In the fiscal year that ended Oct. 1, Washington ran a budget deficit of more than 6 percent of gross domestic product, an unprecedented level outside of war or financial crisis.
As interest rates rose in recent years, Washington's fiscal position deteriorated. During the last fiscal year, interest payments on the national debt cost taxpayers more than $881 billion, more than twice the 2021 figure, according to the Congressional Budget Office. The government now spends more on interest than it does on national defense or Medicare.
Yet at a time when many Republicans publicly bemoan the government's chronic indebtedness, the bill the House just approved would lock in supersized deficits for years, economists said.
"This is arguably the most significant piece of Legislation that will ever be signed in the History of our Country!" the president wrote in a post on his social media site Truth Social.
Some of the House bill's tax cuts -- such as an increase in the standard deduction -- are scheduled to expire in 2028. But most analysts expect a future Congress to make them permanent, as has happened multiple times in the past with similar budgetary gimmicks.
If those provisions are extended, the U.S. debt-to-GDP ratio would double to 200 percent in 2055, according to the Yale Budget Lab. Only Sudan and Japan currently top that figure.
There is no surefire way to know when the $26 trillion debt held by the public will become too large. But the risk is that as the federal debt swells, investors will eventually demand ever higher yields to continue buying government securities. Those rising yields mean higher interest payments for the government, which adds to the debt and fuels a vicious cycle of deteriorating federal finances.
Speaking to reporters earlier this month, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell said the nation's debt is "on an unsustainable path."
Investors expected Congress to extend Trump's 2017 tax cuts. But they have been spooked by the cost of extra measures tucked into the bill, such as the president's call to eliminate the tax on tips and an expansion of the child tax credit, said Ernie Tedeschi, director of economics for the Yale Budget Lab.
Higher yields would cost taxpayers.
In compiling its budget forecasts, CBO assumes that the government will pay less than 4 percent to borrow money for 10 years. If the yield on the 10-year treasury instead stayed at 4.5 percent, near its current level, it would mean an additional $2.2 trillion in interest charges over the next decade, according to Tedeschi, who was chief economist for the White House Council of Economic Advisers under President Joe Biden.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, a self-professed "deficit hawk," has said the administration plans over four years to gradually bring the annual budget deficit down to its long-term average around 3.5 percent of GDP. Tax cuts and the president's deregulation agenda will help by driving annual economic growth to 3 percent, well above the CBO forecast around 1.8 percent, he has said.
While investors cheer lower taxes and less red tape, many worry about another element of the president's economic agenda: tariffs.
The president's imposition of a 10 percent tax on all imports plus higher rates on Chinese products, steel, aluminum, automobiles and auto parts is expected to dent growth. As he negotiates trade deals with more than a dozen nations, uncertainty over the ultimate level of U.S. trade barriers is causing many businesses to delay investment plans.
"We're worried about the economy slowing down ... that you'll get a stagflation shock," said Priya Misra, a portfolio manager at J.P. Morgan Asset Management in New York, referring to a combination of sluggish growth and higher inflation.
The yield or interest rate demanded by investors also jumped earlier this month after Moody's downgraded the U.S. government's triple-A credit rating and lowered the outlook to "negative" from "stable," citing a continuing increase in debt and interest payments to levels "significantly higher" than other major governments.
Before the downgrade, Moody's was the sole major credit rating agency that assigned the U.S. government its highest credit score. Standard & Poor's cut its rating on U.S. debt in 2011 while Fitch followed suit in 2023.
Foreign investors have been especially alert to the growing risks of holding U.S. stocks, bonds and dollars. More than $9 trillion in U.S. treasury securities are held overseas, up nearly 12 percent from one year ago.
But there are signs of waning foreign appetite for U.S. assets.
In recent auctions of Treasury debt, fewer "indirect" bids -- the type often employed by overseas investors -- have been accepted. That indicates they are demanding higher yields before buying, according to Torsten Slok, chief economist for Apollo Global management.
Foreign wariness of U.S. assets comes after years of overseas investors expanding their dollar holdings. For several years, as the United States grew faster than Europe or Japan, portfolio managers piled into U.S. assets.
"Given the relentless rush into U.S. dollar assets for the last 20 years, you can see how at the margins some foreign investors are saying, look, you know what, it's probably time to take some chips off the dollar table," said Ajay Rajadhyaksha, global chairman of research for Barclays Bank.
The recent increase in U.S. yields drew unflattering comparisons to a 2022 bond market revolt over British government spending, which forced then-Prime Minister Liz Truss to abandon plans for unfunded tax cuts and ultimately drove her from office.
The U.S. seems some distance from such an abrupt financial event. The run-up in U.S. long-term bond yields is part of a global trend. Similar increases have occurred in Japan, the United Kingdom, Germany and Australia. The yield on the 30-year Japanese bond hit an all-time high this week.
Before the 2008 financial crisis, U.S. 30-year yields around 5 percent were not unusual. They last traded at that level in mid-January, when many on Wall Street were still anticipating robust growth from the president's promise to lower taxes and deregulate the economy.
The difference now is that Trump and the Republican-controlled Congress are choosing to go further into the red when government debt is much larger and growth prospects are dimmed by tariffs and long-term forces such as societal aging.
"That's what people are looking at, which is how is an investor going to get a good return when the structural growth rate in the economy is softening and, in a good economic environment, debt accumulation by the government is continuing and if anything accelerating," said Bob Elliott, chief executive of Unlimited Funds in New York.
Andrew Ackerman in Washington contributed
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10 ways the Trump tax bill could affect your money
Extending the 2017 tax cuts alone could save the typical household $2,900, but the legislation also affects overtime, tips and health care.
By Julie Weil | 2025-05-22

(Illustration by Kathleen Rudell Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


The sweeping tax bill passed by the House on Thursday morning is the cornerstone of the Republican Party's economic agenda, with the potential to influence pocketbook issues like tax rates, overtime, child care and health care.
The legislation calls for boosting defense and border security spending, scaling back social services, and raising the debt ceiling. Given its price tag -- the bill would add an estimated $2.4 trillion to the national debt over the next decade -- and divisions among the various Republican factions, its fate is far from certain as it heads next to the Senate.
The bill could make a big difference for most Americans' finances. If it doesn't become law, expiring tax cuts alone could cost the average household more than $1,000. And that's before the potential impact on social service programs. Not to mention the massive cost that could balloon the national debt, which already exceeds $36.2 trillion.
Here are 10 ways it could affect your finances:
During President Donald Trump's first term, Republicans ushered in across-the-board cuts for individual and corporate tax rates. But the individual rates are set to expire at year's end, which means most households would see higher tax bills next year unless lawmakers act. Neither party wants a tax increase for middle-income households; this bill would keep the tax rates at their current level while raising the standard deduction to $16,000 for individuals and $32,000 for couples.
Between the extension of the lower rates and new tax breaks in the bill, the average household would save $2,900 in 2026, according to an analysis by the Tax Policy Center. While 8 in 10 households would see a break, it estimated that the top 20 percent of households would get the lion's share of those gains.
"This is what 77 million Americans voted for," Rep. Jason T. Smith (R-Missouri) said early Thursday during the House debate.
Democrats countered that even if lower-income families have lower tax bills, some will end up worse off in total because of cuts to social service programs.
The bill would raise the maximum child tax credit by 25 percent to $2,500 per child, an increase that would extend to roughly three-quarters of households with enough income to qualify. The full credit would not be available for the lowest-income households, but would be for parents earning up to $400,000 per year. The credit would hold at $2,500 for four years, then rise with inflation starting in 2029. Some 40 million households claimed the credit in 2024.
However, undocumented immigrants would no longer qualify for the child credit, even if their children are U.S. citizens. Congressional staff estimates say this change will disqualify the parents of 2 million American kids from claiming it.
Senior citizens already can take a larger deduction off their taxable income. The bill would increase that another $4,000 for seniors whose adjusted gross income is less than $75,000 (or $150,000 for a couple) for the next four years.
The 2017 law created a "pass-through" deduction for certain types of business income. The benefit goes to people with income that is not salary-based, such as freelancers, Uber drivers, multimillionaire business owners, and partners in legal, accounting or medical practices.
The new bill passed by the House would raise that deduction from 20 to 23 percent.
Most of the money goes to high earners. An analysis by the Tax Policy Center found that just 1 in 100 households in the lowest income quintile benefited from the deduction, while 1 in 4 in the top quintile benefited. It calculated that 89 percent of the benefit went to the top 20 percent of households, with more than half going just to the top 1 percent (and half of that going to the top 0.1 percent).
The bill attempts to make good on several of Trump's campaign promises, including no tax on tips for specific industries such as food service and hair and nail care, and no tax on overtime pay for many workers.
Although many economists deride the idea of not taxing tips, the proposal has caught fire among politicians since Trump floated it on the campaign trail. This week, it passed the Senate unanimously as a stand-alone bill, making it one of the most likely components of the sprawling House measure to eventually become law.
Under President Joe Biden, the number of people receiving health-care through the national insurance program for the poor covered 1 in 5 Americans, its highest level ever. Republicans would finance some of their tax cuts by cutting Medicaid spending by $715 billion, which is one of the most controversial parts of Trump's bill.
The legislation would require Medicaid recipients living above the federal poverty line to start paying part of their health-care costs, add work requirements for many able-bodied childless adults, increase processes for recipients to verify their eligibility and more.
The Post has reported that the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office predicts the plan would cause 8.7 million people to lose their Medicaid benefits.
The bill would require 28 states to pay a larger share of the cost of providing and administering SNAP benefits. States would have to choose whether to come up with the money or cut benefits.
Due to the cuts to Medicaid and SNAP, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office says that low-income Americans would see a decline in their total household finances because of this bill, even with a small tax cut.
"We could be working to help Americans deal with the high cost of living," Rep. Terri A. Sewell (D-Alabama) said during Thursday's debate. Instead, she said, the bill is mostly a giveaway to the rich. "We'll pay for it by [taking] SNAP benefits from hungry families."
While Biden didn't achieve the most ambitious version of his plan for wiping out student debt for millions of Americans, he did create loan forgiveness programs for many borrowers. The Republican bill would roll that back, saving the government $295 billion over the next decade.
Stay tuned on state and local tax deductions, one of the most hotly contested and fluid parts of bill negotiations. If a version of this bill passes the Senate, the legislation will almost certainly increase the amount of state and local taxes that can be deducted from filers' federal taxable income. But the specific level remains in question, with critics pointing out that the proposition is costly and largely benefits high earners in certain high-tax states.
The first draft proposed raising the cap from $10,000 to $30,000, but some Republicans from states with high taxes, like New York, said they wouldn't support a bill unless the deduction increases. The measure passed Thursday would raise the cap to $40,000 in 2025 for taxpayers earning less than $500,000, and increase the cap and income limit by 1 percent annually for the next 10 years.
Republicans are rolling back many Biden-era tax incentives for confronting climate change, including the credit of as much as $7,500 for buyers of electric vehicles.
Jacob Bogage contributed to this report.
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Divided House GOP tries to push Trump's tax bill over the finish line
A key committee worked through the night on the legislation as Republican leaders sought agreement from various party factions.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Jacob Bogage, Matthew Choi | 2025-05-22

Members of Congress discuss President Donald Trump's budget bill on Wednesday morning. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The House Rules Committee narrowly approved President Donald Trump's sprawling tax and immigration package in a late-night vote Wednesday, clearing the path for the full chamber to pass the measure as soon as Thursday morning.
The legislation would extend trillions of dollars in tax cuts from Trump's first-term Tax Cuts and Jobs Act along with advancing new campaign promises -- such as no taxes on tips or overtime -- and hundreds of billions of dollars in spending on the president's mass deportation campaign and national defense investments.
But passage on the House floor is far from assured. Hard-line conservative budget hawks have lingering concerns over how much the legislation -- formally called the One Big Beautiful Bill, in a nod to Trump's nickname for it -- would add to the national debt, which already exceeds $36 trillion. The Congressional Budget Office, lawmakers' nonpartisan bookkeeper, reported that the measure would add $2.3 trillion in over 10 years.
Blue-state Republicans have voiced worries that spending cuts in the legislation could slice into social safety net benefits in Medicaid and anti-poverty food assistance.
But after Trump summoned budget hawks to the White House for a late-afternoon meeting Wednesday, holdouts began to drop their objections, sending what had become a marathon process on to a glide path.
Trump's whipping effort seemed to move the needle. Rep. Eric Burlison (R-Missouri) appeared more open to voting for the bill after attending the White House meeting, in part because "it was amazing" to see Trump, "the maestro or the master of the deal," in action.
"The meeting was productive and moved the ball in the right direction. The President reiterated how critical it is for the country to pass the One Big Beautiful Bill as quickly as possible," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement Wednesday afternoon.
An earlier administration statement Wednesday said failing to approve the legislation would be "the ultimate betrayal."
House Republicans are trying to beat a self-imposed Memorial Day deadline to ship the bill to the Senate. Once the House passes the bill, it still needs to go to the Senate for what members of both chambers expect will be extensive revisions.
The Rules Committee, a necessary stop for most legislation before the floor, debated the measure for nearly 22 hours, in a session starting at 1 a.m. Wednesday. 
Trump had visited the Capitol on Tuesday morning for a conservative pep rally, and House Republicans emerged from the meeting bullish on finalizing the legislation.
In the meeting, the president scolded blue-state Republicans seeking a higher cap on state and local tax deductions, and he chided GOP hard-liners not to "f--- around with Medicaid" benefits. A consensus, lawmakers said, appeared in the offing.
But lawmakers raced to put their own spin on Trump's words. To some, the president's comments about SALT meant refusing to raise the tax deduction, and to others, he meant accepting moderates' demands.
To one group, his remarks about Medicaid meant searching for only egregious abuses, while another handful thought it meant finding "waste" within the program's DNA.
The deal Johnson reached with blue-state Republicans would raise the cap on the amount of state and local taxes filers could offset from their federal tax balances. Trump's 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act limited the deduction to $10,000. The deal struck with Johnson would raise the cap to $40,000 beginning in 2025 for taxpayers earning less than $500,000, according to Johnson and two people familiar with the arrangement.
The cap and income limit would each increase by 1 percent for 10 years, said the two people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share details from fragile negotiations.
But that arrangement frustrated Freedom Caucus members wary of how much it would add to the overall bill's cost. Some lawmakers from low-tax states also complain that SALT rewards predominantly Democratic states that impose higher taxes.
Around the same time Johnson notched that agreement, White House tax negotiators and the Freedom Caucus discussed phasing in cuts to the revenue that some states use to fund Medicaid as a way to reduce the bill's overall cost. A White House official told The Washington Post that the administration would not oppose that policy if it could earn enough support to pass the House.
But altering these Medicaid "provider taxes" has been a red line for some moderate Republicans who represent districts with high Medicaid enrollment.
"That's going to be a nonstarter," Rep. Rob Bresnahan (R), who represents a swing district in northeast Pennsylvania that relies heavily on Medicaid, said Tuesday. "There is a health-care system inside of my district that is potentially closing two facilities, and it's something that we can't have in eastern Pennsylvania, and also have the erosion of care."

The House Rules Committee met to discuss President Donald Trump's massive tax and immigration bill at 1:10 a.m. on May 21.


Republicans are attempting to pass the new measure through what is known as the budget reconciliation process, which would allow them to bypass a Democratic Senate filibuster. But that maneuver brings its own complicated rules that could still threaten the bill's path to becoming law.
The 2017 tax law "was revolutionary," Scalise told a crowd of conservative activists Tuesday. "This bill is even more revolutionary."

President Donald Trump and House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) speak to reporters after a closed-door meeting with House Republicans on Tuesday. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)
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Target stumbles as tariffs hit earnings and sales fall amid DEI backlash
Target now expects a "low single-digit [percentage] decline" in sales for the fiscal year; it previously forecast 1 percent growth.
By Taylor Telford | 2025-05-21

Target said its net sales slumped 2.8 percent to $23.8 billion in the first quarter, with foot traffic and sales in its brick-and-mortar stores declining. (Jae C. Hong/AP)


Target slashed its financial outlook for the year Wednesday as it reported weaker-than-expected earnings amid tariff uncertainty and customer pullbacks -- tied not only to a challenging economic environment but to a backlash against the company's decision to end certain diversity, equity and inclusion programs
Target's net sales slumped 2.8 percent to $23.8 billion in the first quarter, with foot traffic and sales in its brick-and-mortar stores declining, the company said in its earnings report. The retail titan now expects a "low single-digit [percentage] decline" in sales for the fiscal year; it previously forecast 1 percent growth.
"We are not satisfied with recent performance," Target CEO Brian Cornell said in a statement Wednesday.
Multiple challenges descended on Target during the quarter that ended April 30, including the Trump administration's trade war and a customer boycott over DEI changes. During a call Wednesday to discuss earnings, Cornell acknowledged that customer response to Target's changes in its "belonging" policies, along with tariffs and ongoing shifts in consumer behavior, weighed on the retail chain's financial results. Cornell expects those factors to affect earnings at least in the near term.
On the trade front, Target faces a whirlwind of logistical and financial challenges, like all retailers navigating the fast-changing landscape of President Donald Trump's tariff policy. Target on Wednesday joined other companies in leaving the door open for price increases while it deals with what Chief Operating Officer Michael Fiddelke called an "ever-changing tariff landscape."
Brands such as Walmart and Adidas have warned that the tariffs will force them to raise prices, while Home Depot has said it will try to keep them stable, albeit with a more limited selection. Trump recently lashed out at Walmart for signaling that it would increase prices to offset the impact of his tariffs.
Before the trade landscape turned volatile, Target's annual revenue had already stagnated in the past few years, even as Walmart continued to do well. On the earnings call, Cornell acknowledged that Target has experienced several years of "pressure on our discretionary business" that is being compounded by the current economic outlook.
Early in the year, before DEI-related boycotts started, average daily visits to Target's brick-and-mortar stores fell more than 4 percent by the end of February compared with the same period in 2024, according to Placer.ai. In contrast, Walmart's daily visits climbed more than 7 percent overall during that period, though the company suffered occasional weekly declines.
Activists, Black civil rights figures and faith leaders began an "economic blackout" in late February of some major brands over a perceived retreat from DEI programs. Comparable store sales sank 5.7 percent year-over-year in the first quarter, Target said in its earnings report.
But of the many brands that have altered diversity, equity and inclusion policies to insulate themselves from the Trump administration and anti-DEI activists, Target has become the "poster child" for consumer blowback to that shift, according to Americus Reed, a professor of marketing at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.
When classes resume in the fall, Reed plans to use Target as a case study on the risks and benefits of "companies building strong ideological stances into their brand identity." Though many companies have pulled away from the sweeping social justice commitments made years ago, few had aligned their brands as much with these efforts as Target, he noted.
When other companies "were doing these things ... they weren't necessarily saying, 'This is deeply infused into our DNA,'" Reed said. That's probably why public reaction to Target is more elevated, he said, than it was to companies like Walmart, Google and Citigroup, which also ended such initiatives as workforce and supplier representation goals in the wake of Trump's executive orders aimed at quashing DEI in the federal government, the private sector and academia.
"It's unfortunate, but it's the double-edged sword of what really good branding is all about," Reed said.
Target was an early adopter of diversity efforts, starting its office of diversity and inclusion in 2003, and portrayed programs geared toward workforce and supplier representation as a key part of its business practices. The brand styled itself as an advocate and positioned itself as a partner to the Black community, according to Jarvis Sam, former chief DEI officer at Nike and founder of the Rainbow Disruption consultancy.
After George Floyd's murder in 2020 in Minneapolis, where the retailer is headquartered, Target committed $10 million to "advance social justice" in local communities.
The same year, it launched its Racial Equity Action and Change initiative, which implemented anti-racism training for employees, prioritized hiring and promoting Black workers, and looked to grow the number of Black-owned businesses represented on Target shelves. In 2021, Target pledged to invest $2 billion in Black-owned businesses by the end of 2025 as part of the program.
These efforts are winding down this year, the retailer confirmed shortly after Trump's Jan. 20 inauguration.
For a long time, Target "showed what quality DEI could look like," for its workforce, business partners and consumers, Sam said. But he said he's been disappointed by the "lack of maturity" Target has shown in response to consumers' frustration with its DEI changes, including the lack of public acknowledgment of the boycotts and their effects on its business.
In a memo to staff this month, Target CEO Cornell acknowledged a "major mistake" but didn't specify what exactly it was, according to reporting from the Minnesota Star Tribune.
Instead, he elliptically acknowledged that it had been a "tough few months" for Target, between the retail economy and "headlines, social media and conversations that may have left you wondering."
"I recognize that silence from us has created uncertainty, so I want to be very clear: We are still the Target you know and believe in," Cornell said in the email.
He didn't mention his recent meeting with the Rev. Al Sharpton and Black faith leaders who organized the boycott after Target ended some DEI practices. Those same leaders plan protests outside Target stores on Sunday, the anniversary of Floyd's murder.
"For Target, it unfortunately will remain this slippery slope," Sam said. "When we don't know what you stand for, we can't come to terms with supporting you."
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Trump and GOP's tax bill would force cuts to Medicare, CBO says
Some $500 billion in cuts to Medicare could be avoided if Congress instructs the White House budget office to disregard the reconciliation package's debt impact.
By Jacob Bogage, Abha Bhattarai | 2025-05-21

President Donald Trump, walking with House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), arrives at the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump and congressional Republicans' mammoth tax and immigration bill would add so much to the national debt that it could force nearly $500 billion in cuts to Medicare beginning in 2026, Congress's nonpartisan bookkeeper reported late Tuesday.
Trump and the GOP's budget reconciliation package -- officially titled the One Big Beautiful Bill Act -- would add $2.3 trillion to the deficit over 10 years, the Congressional Budget Office projected, forcing budget officials to mandate across-the-board spending cuts over that window that would hit the federal health insurance program for seniors and people with disabilities.
When legislation significantly adds to the national debt, which already exceeds $36.2 trillion, it triggers "sequestration," or compulsory budgetary reductions. In that scenario, Medicare cuts would be capped at 4 percent annually, or $490 billion over 10 years, the CBO reported in response to a request from Rep. Brendan Boyle (Pennsylvania), the top Democrat on the Budget Committee.
"Having Medicare cuts suddenly enter the discussion has struck a lot of people by surprise," said Timothy D. McBride, a health economist at Washington University in St. Louis. "Taking out 4 percent of the Medicare budget might not sound like much, but everything hurts at this point."
Those reductions are not a foregone conclusion. Congress could instruct the White House budget office to disregard the reconciliation package's debt impact, pass new legislation to reduce the deficit or change federal budget scorekeeping rules.
Allowing cuts to Medicare would probably come with dire political consequences. Trump on the campaign trail swore off reducing Medicare benefits, and Republicans have pointedly excluded cost-cutting from the program as part of their tax and immigration package.
Any cut in Medicare funding, economists say, would have a chilling effect on older Americans and people with disabilities at a time when a fast-aging population and rising health-care costs are already straining the system. Many hospitals, especially in rural areas, rely on Medicare for more than half of their funding, said McBride of Washington University.
"If you start taking whacks at these programs, these rural hospitals won't survive," he said.
It's unclear exactly how these cuts -- if they happen -- might affect Americans and health-care providers, though economists say they would expect funding cuts for doctors, hospitals and insurance companies, and higher premiums for patients.
"A cut of this magnitude would be very, very large," said Jonathan Gruber, chairman of the economics department at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. But, he said, Medicare cuts remain unlikely: "What Republicans have done in the past is just waived the rules, and I presume they'll do that again."
Even if lawmakers find a way to sidestep the forced Medicare cuts, economists say there are ways other parts of the tax bill could spill into Americans' Medicare benefits. Eliminating taxes on tips and overtime, for example, would probably result in lower payroll taxes -- which are a key source of funding for Medicare as well as for Social Security.
Republicans are also proposing sweeping cuts to Medicaid that could leave nearly 9 million people without health-care coverage and more than 7 million without insurance over 10 years. Those cuts are likely to put added strain on Medicare funding, Roberts said, particularly for the 13 million Americans are who are enrolled in both programs and rely on Medicaid to cover Medicare premiums and co-pays.
"No matter what, the scale and breadth of the cuts in this bill will be felt in populations that policymakers have said they want to protect," said Eric Roberts, a health economist at the University of Pennsylvania's Perelman School of Medicine. "The size of the Medicaid and Medicare programs and the number of people they touch across the lifespan -- children, working-age adults, pregnant individuals, older adults and people with disabilities -- means that you can't just go in and cut out a piece without cascading effects."
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The best nonalcoholic canned cocktails, including margaritas and more
The best canned zero-proof Palomas, Mojitos, Gin and Tonics and more.
By Allison Robicelli | 2025-05-22

The winners, from left: Blind Tiger Southside Mojito; Parch Prickly Paloma; Lyre's Amalfi Spritz; Brae Gin & Tonic; Free Spirits Margarita; Spiritless Old Fashioned; and St. Agrestis Phony Negroni. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Canned cocktails are a godsend for anyone -- including me -- who enjoys the occasional swanky libation while relaxing on the couch but bristles at the idea of exerting any effort in pursuit of said swankiness. Cocktails are meant for unwinding -- a carefully crafted indulgence for one, meant to be sipped and savored -- and fully removed from the thought of effort or dirty dishes. Some things simply taste better when someone else makes them for you.
Unfortunately, picking up a canned nonalcoholic cocktail can be a crapshoot, particularly when it comes to those trying to mimic alcoholic ones. What a few years ago was a handful of niche options has now exploded into a full-blown beverage bonanza. But though there are now more options than ever, far too many of these taste as if they were rushed to market to capitalize on a trend, instead of being created with the same consideration as the ones with booze are. Making a liquid lime-flavored does not make it a Margarita!
But sift through the glorified sodas and slickly branded social tonics and you'll find more than a few that are so well-crafted, you might double-check the can to make sure you're not accidentally imbibing. Some use clever substitutions to mimic the depth of actual spirits, capturing the woodsy heat of whiskey or the smoke of tequila, while others lean into fresh herbs, bitter botanicals or soft effervescence to make anyone drinking it feel fabulous.
With the help of a few brave associates (some sober, some not), I blind-tasted dozens of canned nonalcoholic cocktails -- margaritas, mojitos, gin and tonics, Palomas, Negronis, spritzes and whiskey-ish drinks -- to find which ones deliver on their promises. Here are the best we found.
Runner-Up: Lyre's Classico Margarita
Out of a crowded field of wannabe margs, Free Spirits came out swinging. While some canned versions of margaritas tasted like candy or cleaning fluid, this one tasted legitimate, with real tequila smokiness (minus the alcohol), heavy agave, a puckering punch of lime, just enough salt and an overall richness that made it feel like a real cocktail. It's assertively tart, sweet and a bit on the syrupy side, and though you can certainly enjoy it straight from the can, you'll like it more over ice.
Lyre's came in second, tasting less like a margarita than like a melted margarita-flavored sorbet. (This is not necessarily a bad thing.) I recommend adding a little sprinkle of salt straight to the can before sipping.
Runner-Up: None. Seriously.
Too many of the so-called mojitos tasted like carbonated mouthwash. Blind Tiger's Southside Mojito tastes like real mint -- not like gum -- with lime that's sharp without being sour. It goes full throttle on the sweetness, stopping short just before it hits cloying -- and it was the only mojito we finished. No other faux mojito comes close.
Runner-Up: ISH G&T
A gin and tonic is one of the easier cocktails to replicate in zero-proof, because it's built on a backbone of big flavors. It comes down to balance -- and Brae's version came the closest, with notes of juniper, tonic and a bevy of botanicals all in attendance. ISH also makes a solid dupe that's not quite a gin and tonic, but more like a tonic and gin. The ISH brand is most reliably found online.

The runners-up, from left: The Pathfinder Negroni; ISH G&T; Lyre's Classico Margarita; Busty Lush She's Glamorous Paloma; For Bitter For Worse Eva's Spritz; Blind Tiger Ward 8 Old fashioned; and Kin Euphorics Spritz. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both for The Washington Post)


Runner-Up: Busty Lush She's Glamorous Paloma
Palomas should be a balance of sweet, sour, salt and bitter. Parch's Prickly Paloma delivered all that in spades, matching grapefruit bitters with prickly pear, hibiscus, smoky-sweet agave and a faint whisper of sea salt. There's a lot going on in this can, and all of it is delightful. Busty Lush's offering was playful and punchy, if a little more candied.
Runner-Up: Blind Tiger Ward 8
Nonalcoholic whiskey is notoriously hard to make well, but of those that try, Spiritless is one of the best. Starting with their signature nonalcoholic spirit, Spiritless wrangles in oak, spice and just enough heat to deliver a libation that tastes like an Old-Fashioned. Blind Tiger doesn't use a whiskey alternative for its Ward 8 but crafts a top-notch cocktail just the same.
Runner-Up: The Pathfinder Negroni
If you're into bitter nonalcoholic drinks, you've most definitely tried our winner before. St. Agrestis's Phony Negroni can be found all over - five-star restaurants and dive bars alike. Bitter and bracing, it's a convincing copycat. Instead of imitating Campari, Pathfinder uses its own botanical elixir, creating a cocktail that's entirely new and utterly fantastic.
Runners-up: Kin Euphorics Spritz, For Bitter For Worse Eva's Spritz
The term "spritz" lacks a precise definition. It's often used as a catchall for anything bubbly that's trying its hardest not to be soda. If you're looking for an Aperol spritz dupe, Lyre's Amalfi Spritz comes close to capturing its glow: bitter orange, herbal complexity and a light sweetness to smooth out any sharp corners.
The runners-up -- Kin Spritz and Eva's Spritz -- tasted totally unrelated, both to the Amalfi Spritz and to each other. Both are drinks that will confuse and delight you; they force long pauses as you try to figure out what it is, exactly, that you're drinking. But when drinking complex cocktails, that's part of the fun!
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Head to Mamma Lena for Italian family-style cooking, warmth and comfort
Mamma Lena Trattoria in Germantown, Maryland, specializes in bountiful portions of expertly made pastas and more.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-05-22
"Call me."
Whenever my friend Joan texts me the directive, I know she needs a lunch recommendation, wherever in town she happens to be; a new idea for dinner; or she wants to share a promising restaurant tip.
Most recently, "Call me" led to a suggestion Joan got at her hairdresser's in the District, where a client from the Italian Embassy told her the pastas at Mamma Lena Trattoria Napoletana in Germantown, Maryland, were "great" and the restaurant was one of the most "authentic" she had been to in the United States.
Needless to say, I canceled my plans to eat elsewhere and hit Interstate 270 to investigate -- not before googling the trattoria and learning that legions of Yelpers were enamored with the place.
An hour-plus later (D.C. traffic!), I found myself at the Seneca Park Plaza looking at generic red lettering atop a bland beige storefront. I groaned when I saw a sign on the door: "Reservation ONLY," it read. Fortunately, it was early, and fortunately, the first person we spotted, a server named Rick, cut us a break.
"See Giovanni," he said, nodding toward a guy behind a tiny bar in the rear. "How many?" asked the owner, Giovanni Varriale, without looking up from some notes in his hand. Two of us were pointed to a seat and informed the table was reserved 90 minutes later.

Gratis bruschetta starts every meal. 


For a moment, I wondered whether to stick around. Almost immediately, the trattoria poured on the charm.
"You'll have time" to eat, Rick ("from Queens") assured us before he launched into a spiel about how "everything's Italian here except me: you've got Mamma, Papa and Giovanni," pointing out who's who in the joint. We later learn that the family is from Naples and that Lena Borrello cooked back home in restaurants including the seafood-themed Assunta Madre in Rome. The family moved to Washington in 1994, when the patriarch, Carlo, got a security job at the Italian Embassy. Giovanni got to know Washington going to Walt Whitman High School in Bethesda.
The space is a loud, peach-colored shoebox with red-checkered half-curtains in the window, a mere 24 seats and a dash of kitsch. "Kiss the chef, not the chef's sister," reads a framed sentiment that sounds like a Neapolitan dad joke. A swinging door in back is in constant motion as pizzas are brought out for Uber drivers and empty plates of pasta are returned to the kitchen. Tonight, the two of us seem to be the only non-regulars in the house. By night's end, though, we feel as if we belong.
We're definitely in the suburbs. A wine list, with most bottles priced at $45, gets dropped off, followed by "bruschetta on the house," says Giovanni as he introduces slices of toasted bread topped with crushed tomato and fresh basil whose fragrance envelops the table. At a time when few restaurants offer bread service, let alone without charge, that's no small detail.

Carmine Varriale works the lunch service. 


If the portions mirror Olive Garden's, the cooking tastes as if we're at home with the Varriales. A mound of peppery fried calamari comes with an intense marinara sauce for dipping and lemon wedges for brightening. Giovanni says his mother goes to the market each day to see what looks good. Another visit, my party benefits from the shopping excursions when we ease into dinner with sliced smoked swordfish, splayed over biting arugula and decked out with orange slices and crushed walnuts, and a vinegar-stung seafood salad. Of the starters, only the heavy blimps of fried zucchini blossoms disappoint.
You've come for pasta. The all-beef, tomato-rich Bolognese is as welcome for its done-just-right pasta as its sauce. Sliced mushrooms, juicy fennel sausage and a tangy marinara keep diners twirling pappardelle. If the shrimp atop linguine should have been pulled from the heat a few moments earlier, the lemon and black pepper pasta proves delicious, its flavor brighter for all the commas of peeled lemon punctuating the mix.

Gorgonzola and pear pasta. 



Pizza with anchovies and arugula. 


"Stir it up, stir it up!" Giovanni directs the recipient of the silken pasta purses draped with a sauce of tangy Gorgonzola, cream and pepper. The marvel is the inclusion of fresh pear, inside the pasta and on top, lending subtle texture and sweetness to each bite. "Mamma's special recipe" delivers on the menu's humblebrag.
I've tried only one pizza, topped with molten mozzarella scattered with anchovies, capers and a forest of arugula, but the pie's fat lips, golden bottom and pleasant chew would bring me back for another "Papa Carlo."
Tiramisu is the single dessert made here, and it's just the right balance of coffee, chocolate and mascarpone creaminess. (Some days, the flavors expand to include banana and coconut tiramisu, both pleasing.) I'm also fond of the pale-green pistachio cheesecake, lighter than it sounds and not too sweet.
Mamma Lena, which also caters (and includes the Italian Embassy as an occasional client), revels in personal touches. Note the chalkboard, introduced during the pandemic so diners could share their thoughts. See the "special" wine list, which lets diners upgrade to bottles of Arneis or amarone. Someone actually picks up the phone when you call to make the reservation you need.
Cloth napkins would be better than paper, and it can get loud at full tilt, but have you ever seen a bustling trattoria that's hushed? Ultimately, I appreciate how the family, which includes Giovanni's siblings Carmine and Jennifer, a photographer and videographer, pitches in to make sure everyone's having a good time. (The family returned to Italy after Papa's tour of duty in 1999, only to come back to open this restaurant in 2015. Given the cost of doing business in the area, Germantown was "a safe place to start," says Giovanni. No offense to the suburbs, he adds, "If I had a million dollars, I'd be in D.C."
I'm embarrassed when I ask Giovanni how long the place has been open. "Ten years in December," he tells me.
To think of all the fun I've been missing! Better late than never, though, and if my tipster reads this, mille grazie, Joan.

Customers can leave notes on the chalkboard of the restaurant. 
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14 Memorial Day grilling recipes, including burgers, hot dogs and more
Fire up the grill this Memorial Day weekend for recipes starring beef, chicken, tofu and more.
By Anna Rodriguez, Aaron Hutcherson | 2025-05-22
Memorial Day weekend and grilling are almost synonymous with one another, so it's time to get your grill ready for the weekend ahead. It's is a versatile tool that can accomplish a lot when you know how to use it properly, including grilling burgers, charring tofu, adding some smoky flavor to your dessert and adapting dishes from all around the world. To celebrate the unofficial start of summer, we've picked out a few of our favorite grilled dishes to give you some inspiration for a Memorial Day meal unlike any other. (Don't have access to a grill? No problem -- most of these recipes can also be adapted to a grill pan.)
Or for more inspiration, check out our archive of more than 10,000 tested recipes.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Five-spice powder, hoisin sauce and sesame oil infuse these chicken skewers with a combination of warm, sweet, savory and nutty flavor. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Marinated in equal parts maple syrup, soy sauce and vinegar, these mushrooms make an excellent grilled meatless main or side dish. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


A balsamic-Dijon vinaigrette adds bright, punchy kick without a lot of effort to juicy chicken thighs. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Charred vegetables, creamy refried beans and quick-pickled chiles pack these summery tacos with layers of flavor. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Nicola Davis/Both For The Washington Post)


It's time to add BLTHD to your food lexicon. This recipe pulls all the elements from the classic sandwich to create a delicious dog. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Tofu is an excellent candidate for grilling as it picks up beautiful char marks in minutes and absorbs the smoky flavors from the grill. Here, it's complemented by a zesty  green sauce featuring cilantro, ginger and jalapeno. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Even dessert can be done on the grill. This sundae with a medley of grilled fruit and a no-cook strawberry sauce is smoky and sweet. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


Greek salad transforms into a bright, refreshing salsa to accompany tender grilled salmon. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Carolyn Robb/Both For The Washington Post)


This Memorial Day staple is a classic for a reason. We love the traditional toppings, such as cheese, lettuce and tomato, but feel free to get creative. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both For The Washington Post)


Based on the Afghan dish borani banjan, this eggplant side is light and summery. The yogurt sauce adds a cooling touch. Get the recipe.

(Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


Dress up corn on the cob with a Japanese street-food-inspired miso honey butter. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


This five-ingredient recipe features grilled shrimp with a complex spicy-sweet flavor and a bright layer of fruity acidity. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


A rub of brown sugar, black pepper and salt results in a savory steak, accented with the mild, earthy sweetness of burned sugar when grilled. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky/Both For The Washington Post)


These Vietnamese-inspired pork chops are loaded with flavor thanks to a marinade that includes lemongrass, fish sauce, garlic, brown sugar, soy sauce and more. Get the recipe.
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8 LGBTQ+-friendly restaurants in D.C. to visit during WorldPride 
These D.C. joints are ready to join the festivities with specials and special events. 
By Warren Rojas | 2025-05-22
As WorldPride revelers swarm the nation's capital for the weeks-long celebration, plenty of D.C. restaurants will be waiting with open arms.
Here are eight dining destinations rolling out the red carpet for myriad LGBTQ+ festivities in the coming weeks.

The bar at Annie's. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post)


1609 17th St. NW. anniesparamountdc.com.
This James Beard Award-winning restaurant has been a second home to the gay community since the Truman administration, plying devoted patrons with boozy drinks and "predictable" comfort foods like fried chicken wings, seared steaks and coconut cream pie.
On June 3, Georgia Katinas -- the general manager at Annie's and granddaughter of original founder George Katinas -- joins New York Times writer and Dining Out author Erik Piepenburg for a discussion about "Annie's legacy." There's no charge to attend the hour-long talk (7:30 to 8:30 p.m.), and Annie's will offer free hors d'oeuvres (and a cash bar), but RSVPs are requested.

Left to Right: James Baldwin, Elton John, Harvey Milk, Marsha P. Johnson cocktails. (Alex Luckey/Lore Group)


900 F St. NW. riggsdc.com.
This Penn Quarter brasserie is showing its Pride two ways. The first involves serving specialty cocktails ($20 a pop) honoring famous LGBTQ+ figures including writer James Baldwin (the drink features cognac, coffee liqueur and mole bitters), singer Elton John (nonalcoholic aperitif, nonalcoholic sparkling wine, lemon, juniper), and civil rights activists Harvey Milk (bourbon, toast, maple, clarified milk) and Marsha P. Johnson (tequila, rose liqueur, triple sec, sparkling rose).
And on June 2, the Gay Men's Chorus of Washington, D.C., will stop by at 7:30 p.m. to perform live as part of the 2025 International Choral Festival. No tickets are required to catch the show, but 15 percent of the proceeds from specialty cocktail sales that night will be donated to the Gay Men's Chorus.

Dirty Habit decorated for Pride festivities. (Kimberly Kong/NOM Digital)


555 Eighth St. NW. dirtyhabitdc.com.
The Hotel Monaco's in-house playground is hosting a supersize drag brunch.
The two-tiered event kicks off at 11 a.m. June 8 with scheduled appearances from "RuPaul's Drag Race" alums Alyssa Edwards, Utica and Mercedes Iman Diamond, along with local performers. Tickets to the 21-plus show are $151 for general admission (first-come, first-served seating; buffet brunch; two drinks) and climb to $240 for the VIP package (all of the above plus a pre-show meet-and-greet with Edwards, reserved seating, and $1 donated to WorldPride and Capital Pride).

Ayana and Ashley Moody enjoy oysters. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


Multiple locations. hanksoysterbar.com.
The neighborhood seafood spot created by community builder Jamie Leeds -- who married her wife, Tina, at her former pasta joint and is celebrating a 20-year run in Dupont Circle this May -- is mixing business with pleasure during Pride by running happy hour deals every Monday in June benefiting LGBTQ+-centric nonprofits.
The Dupont location is offering $8 martinis and $32 seafood platters and contributing $1 from select drinks to SMYAL; the Wharf location is offering $8 seltzers and discount bar snacks and contributing $1 from select drinks to Metro DC PFLAG; and the Alexandria location will offer $8 spritzes and discount bar snacks and is contributing $1 from select drinks to Safe Space NOVA. Hank's is also running food and drink specials complementing the 17th Street Block Party, Pride on the Pier and Alexandria's Pride Fair.

Her Diner in Adams Morgan. (Kurt Powers/Her Diner)


2004 18th St. NW. herdiner.com.
The queer-owned successor to Adams Morgan's beloved Duplex Diner, a.k.a. "gay Cheers," is going hard during WorldPride.
Co-owner Kelly Laczko mapped out plans for nightly happy hour deals starting at 5 p.m. -- including $5 mini tater tots, $6 draft beers, $8 glasses of Greek rose, $9 martinis and cosmos, and $10 squeezes -- a "milkshakes and musicals" night celebrating Broadway show tunes (9 p.m. June 5), a "RuPaul's Drag Race" watch party (8 p.m. June 6), a live drag show hosted by local performers Indiana Bones and Mia Vanderbilt (10 p.m. June 6) leading right into an all-night dance party led by DJ Benny (until 4 a.m. June 7), then all-day brunch and parade-related festivities June 7 and June 8.

Guest performer Monet Dupree shows off her dance skills at a crowded drag brunch. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


1811 Columbia Rd. NW. perrysam.com.
A drag brunch haven for more than three decades, this Adams Morgan charmer is hosting weekly performances throughout WorldPride.
The restaurant runs two shows every Sunday, with the first seating from 10 a.m. to noon and the second from 1 to 3 p.m. Brunch is $40 and includes the breakfast buffet and a show featuring local performers. Perry's is also offering a specialty cocktail (vodka, creme de violette, sparkling wine) for $14 from June 2 through 8, with half the proceeds from the featured drink sales benefiting LGBTQ+ nonprofit the Pride 365 Fund.

Pizzeria Paradiso in Georgetown. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Multiple locations. eatyourpizza.com.
The homegrown pizza chain fostered by pioneering D.C. chef and restaurateur Ruth Gresser is offering a rainbow of Pride-themed cocktails ($12 to $15) at its Dupont Circle and Georgetown locations in June, including negronis (red), amaretto sours (orange), limoncello-spiked margaritas (yellow) and floral spritzes (purple). There's also a specialty cupcake ($9) featuring vanilla funfetti cake crowned with rainbow buttercream.
The Dupont shop is also offering a $40 meal deal (one appetizer, one small pizza, one large pizza) from May 30 to June 1, and the Hyattsville outpost is hosting drag bingo at 6:30 p.m. June 18 in conjunction with Prince George's County libraries.

A margherita pizza at Pizzeria Paradiso. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)



Local performer India Larelle Houston hosts drag bingo. (Hunter Douglas/Unconventional Diner)


1207 Ninth St. NW. unconventionaldiner.com.
This critically acclaimed Convention Center haunt has several Pride-related activities planned.
The monthly drag bingo game is scheduled for May 22 (6:30 to 9:30 p.m.). Each $60 ticket includes five bingo cards (additional cards available for $2 a pop); a buffet dinner; dessert; a show by local performers like India Larelle Houston; $10 Cantina Mule cocktails; and $15 slices of rainbow layer cake, with 100 percent of cake and cocktail sales that night benefiting LGBTQ+ nonprofit wayOUT. The restaurant is also donating 25 percent of sales from rainbow layer cake slices and regularly priced Cantina Mule cocktails ($14) through the end of June to wayOUT. 
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This spiced, blistered chicken is one of the best things I've ever tasted
Four spices and a scorching-hot pan are all you need to make the best chicken of your life.
By Daniela Galarza | 2025-05-22

Blistered Chicken With Garlic, Urfa Chile and Orange. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Carolyn Robb/Both for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
When my best friend, Robin (plus her husband, Aaron, and their toddler daughter, Nora) moved from D.C. to Chicago in August, our in-person meetups were replaced by intense text threads or long phone conversations. We chat about day-to-day life, like everyone else, but we also frequently recount and dissect meals we cooked and/or ate.
Today's recipe, for chicken thighs seasoned with an unmissable, absolutely dynamite homemade spice blend and blistered in a scorching-hot pan, is adapted from one Aaron cooked for his family last year.
Get the recipe: Blistered Chicken With Garlic, Urfa Chile and Orange
I was in the middle of a busy workday when Robin texted to see whether I had time for a call. "Also," she wrote, "I really want to tell you about this chicken dish that Aaron accidentally invented the other night..."
When I called her later that day, we caught up on all the usual -- children, spouses, health, work -- before I changed the subject.
"Okay, cool," I said. "Now, tell me about this chicken."
Robin recounted, with palpable enthusiasm, the story of New Stove Chicken.
When they relocated to Chicago, Robin and Aaron decided to buy their first home. The house they picked had a lot of selling points, but, like many older homes, it needed work. Renovations included a new roof, new plumbing and, crucial to this story, a new stove.
The couple chose an induction range, citing the sleek cooktop's safety features. A few weeks later, with the new stove hooked up, Aaron cooked dinner. He seasoned a package of boneless, skinless chicken thighs with salt, then started looking through the spices that had recently been unpacked onto the counter. The couple's go-to spices were now mixed in with seldom-used jars, but Aaron is an avid, capable cook, so he didn't need, or have, a plan. On a whim, he picked out four jars: garlic powder, Urfa chile flakes, dehydrated orange peel and sumac.

The simple spice mixture includes, clockwise from top left: Urfa chile flakes, garlic powder, salt, dehydrated orange peel and sumac. (Rey Lopez; food styling by Carolyn Robb/Both for The Washington Post)


Aaron sprinkled the chicken with roughly equal amounts of these seasonings, then he set a cast-iron skillet on the biggest burner and turned it to the highest setting.
At this point in the conversation, I think I gasped.
Robin explained that they hadn't actually cooked on an induction stovetop before. They quickly learned that there's a "learning curve," as my colleague Becky Krystal wrote in a guide to cooking with induction. "One of the biggest advantages of induction is how quickly it heats up. ... The flip side is that it can happen faster than you expect."
Before Aaron knew it, the pan was far hotter than he had wanted it to be. He quickly eased the chicken thighs into it. A plume of smoke curled toward the ceiling. As the pan's temperature stabilized, Aaron flipped the chicken and discovered that it had blistered and blackened in spots. The spices seemed to have fried in the chicken's rendered fat. The smell was surprisingly appealing. The taste was even better.
"Daniela," Robin said, "I took one bite and told Aaron, 'I think this is the best thing you've ever cooked' -- and you know Aaron is a great cook! Just about everything he makes is good. But this chicken. This chicken! This is good."
Their daughter, Nora, was skeptical.
When she finally took a bite at Robin's urging, "her eyes went wide as she reached for piece after piece," Robin recounted. "She couldn't stop eating it! None of us could."
They named it New Stove Chicken.
A few weeks later, Robin emailed me photos of her remaking the recipe, step by step. Then I re-created the dish -- and was almost moved to tears as I ate this chicken. I don't think I use much hyperbole in my writing, so I hope you'll believe me when I say that this spice mixture, in combination with the right amount of fat, heat and smoke, is one of the best things I have ever tasted.
I have applied the spice mixture to chicken breasts and wings; bone-in, skin-on whole pieces; and even entire birds. I've also put it on beef, pork, lamb, mushrooms, salmon and tofu. I've cooked these proteins in the oven, under the broiler and on a grill -- and though it all works, pan-seared is my favorite.
The spice mixture is only half the trick here. You also need really high heat to get that uneven, blister-like char. And fat -- not only from the animal protein you're cooking, but also in the form of an oil with a high smoke point -- to bring out the flavors of the spices. That hot fat gets the garlic powder and orange peel to caramelize, their flavors transforming into something sweet and almost sticky against the warmth of the Urfa chile flakes and the pronounced tang of the sumac. It's unexpected. It's extraordinary.
You can purchase all of these spices at spice stores, at Middle Eastern markets or online. I have tried this with a variety of substitutes -- onion powder instead of garlic; dry rose harissa or sweet paprika instead of Urfa; diced fresh orange or tangerine peel instead of dehydrated; dried lemon zest instead of sumac -- and they work, but not quite as well.
Robin's family served the chicken with a few fresh vegetable salads, a garlicky tzatziki-like sauce, warm pita, lemon wedges and herbs. These accompaniments are nice, and they certainly fill out the meal. But I can tell you from experience that, if you want to let the meat cool and eat it straight out of the pan, it's just as phenomenal on its own.
Get the recipe: Blistered Chicken With Garlic, Urfa Chile and Orange
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Bear cub rescued from woods is being raised by humans dressed as bears
The orphaned black bear is being cared for by San Diego Humane Society staff dressed in costume so he does not get attached to humans.  
By Sydney Page | 2025-05-22

To help a rescued bear cub adjust to his natural habitat, staff at the San Diego Humane Society's Ramona Wildlife Center wear bear costumes during interactions.


A tiny black bear cub was crying alone in the California woods, his mother nowhere in sight. He was less than two months old and weighed about three pounds.
Campers in Los Padres National Forest found the baby bear on April 12 and the camp grounds host reported him to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Initially, biologists monitored the environment, with the hope that the cub's mother would return -- but she did not. The cub couldn't survive on his own in the wild, so he was brought to San Diego Humane Society's Ramona Wildlife Center.

Staff at the San Diego Humane Society's Ramona Wildlife Center look after the cub after he was rescued. Initially, staff wore camouflage as they did not yet have bear masks and costumes. (San Diego Humane Society)


When he arrived, the cub was "extremely fragile," said Autumn Welch, wildlife operations manager at the center. "After going several days without nutrition, it was touch-and-go at first."

The bear cub was bottle-fed after he arrived at the wildlife center. (San Diego Humane Society)


Now, though, just over five weeks since he was rescued, the cub is thriving. He has gained nearly 10 pounds and has reached several developmental milestones -- including learning to climb. The cub is the youngest black bear cub San Diego Humane Society has cared for.
"I'm really proud of everyone here and what we've accomplished with this little cub," Welch said.

The cub resting. (San Diego Humane Society)


She and other staff at the wildlife center have spent the past few weeks feeding the cub multiple times a day and sometimes overnight. They also engage him in targeted activities to ensure the cub is learning survival skills. The goal is to release him back into the wild in about a year.
"For the most part, by a year, a bear cub should be able to be fine on their own," Welch said. "At that point, they've learned all the things they need to learn."
When staff interact with the cub, they are usually garbed head-to-toe in a bear costume. They wear a bear mask and an oversize fur coat, as well as leather gloves. They also rub black-bear-scented hay they got from a local sanctuary all over.

A staff member wears a bear costume while interacting with the cub. (San Diego Humane Society)


"We don't want him touching our skin at all," Welch said, explaining that they are trying to prevent the cub from forming bonds with humans, which would disrupt his natural instincts and make it more difficult for him to survive in the wild. "He never sees us as humans."
"We're dedicated to doing whatever we have to do to keep him wild," she said.

Staff at the wildlife center wear bear masks and fur jackets when interacting with the cub. (San Diego Humane Society)


Indeed, beyond their bear costumes, staff have also created two habitats for the cub -- one inside and one enclosed outside -- that mimic the wilderness. They've built climbing structures made from natural trees, and they've covered the environments with leaf litter, dirt and branches. They also place stuffed bears around the habitat. The cub often cuddles up with the large one.
"It's his surrogate mama," Welch said. "He would lay with her instead of laying out in the open and being exposed."

The cub climbing up on the large stuffed bear. (San Diego Humane Society)


The cub has reached several development markers. He has learned how to explore his habitat, dig through dirt to get insects, find shelter and make a nest. Welch said the cub is very playful, and he has learned to keep himself busy when they're not there to entertain him.
"Being able to entertain himself and play and explore is a milestone that's really important," Welch said.

The cub exploring his habitat. (San Diego Humane Society)


The cub has also recently made the switch from liquid to solid foods. He's a big fan of fruit, and he also eats insects -- meal worms, beetles and crickets -- as well as kibble and willow leaves.
"He will sample just about anything we give him," said Welch, adding that they also give him a specialized formula that contains similar components to his mother's milk.

The cub enjoying some formula. (San Diego Humane Society)


Staff also hide acorns around the cub's rooms for him to locate and eat.
"He uses his nose to go find them," Welch said. "It's pretty amazing how quickly he learns, and you can see him processing it when he's learning something new. He's very thoughtful."
Welch said the risk of the bear being a danger to staff is very low, given his age and size. If he starts interacting with them more than he should, "we redirect him a lot with the stuffed animals, or the other things in his habitat," she said. "Sometimes you can just show him a tree branch and shake the leaves a little bit and his whole focus will be on that."

The cub climbing a structure. (San Diego Humane Society)


Welch said the cub's case is rare. In the last five years, there have only been four cubs this young rescued and rehabilitated in California.
"Black bears are good moms, so it was very unusual for him to be alone with no sign of her," Welch said. "It was a very unique circumstance."
Looking after the baby bear requires extensive resources and time.

A costumed staff member sitting with the cub. (San Diego Humane Society)


"It has been a pretty big commitment," said Welch, noting that the San Diego Humane Society does not receive state funding, and relies on donations to treat wild animals in need. "We couldn't do it without the support that we get."
Welch said she and her team are looking forward to watching the cub continue to grow and eventually go live in the wilderness.
"There is nothing like releasing a bear back to the wild," she said. "It's an amazing feeling."

The goal is for the cub to be released back into the wild within about a year. (San Diego Humane Society)
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How to make a dishwasher -- even a bad one -- clean better
Boost your dishwasher's performance with these expert-approved tips.
By Jolie Kerr | 2025-05-22

(iStock)


It's fair to say that an underperforming dishwasher is better than no dishwasher at all, but it's also fair to say that fact doesn't make living with an underperforming dishwasher any less irritating. The good news: There are simple steps you can take to make a dishwasher -- even a bad one -- work better. And you don't even have to call a professional or make a trip to the home improvement store.
Signs that your dishwasher is underperforming include water left in the tub after a wash; cycles taking longer to complete; and, of course, dishes that don't come out clean or dry. If you notice these things happening, the machine may require servicing. But first, try tweaking the way you use the dishwasher. Here, experts share their best tips for making an old (or just not-so-great) dishwasher run better.
"Overcrowding is the primary cause of insufficiently clean dishes in a dishwasher," says Al Howard, the vice president of Plesser's Appliances. To ensure optimal cleaning performance, follow these general guidelines when loading the dishwasher.
It also helps to read the directions for your machine. In addition to providing capacity specs, "Each manufacturer suggests the proper loading in their user manuals," says Victor Jacobia, a senior product manager at LG Electronics.
Dishwasher detergents come in gel, powder, hard-pressed tabs and monodose tabs (also known as dishwasher detergent pods or pacs). "While each may be effective on most stains, the best choice is monodose tabs," says Sarah Post, a senior manager of auto-dish research and development at Reckitt, makers of Finish.
The experts we spoke to all agreed that pods are the most effective cleaners, because they combine elements of powder and liquid detergents, and they typically also contain rinse aid. They can present an issue, though. "The outer shell of pod detergents may not dissolve fully if the water temperature is inadequate, which can result in filter clogs over time," Howard says. If you find your filter is getting clogged frequently, consider switching to a powder or liquid detergent.
Dishes aren't the only thing that needs to be loaded into a dishwasher the right way to ensure the items come out clean. "No matter the type of detergent used, it should always be placed in the dispenser," Jacobia says.
Detergent compartments are designed to release the cleaner at the right time in the cycle. "Before the dishes are washed with detergent, they are normally sprayed with water and/or steam to soften up the soiling," Jacobia adds. "If you put it on the tub floor you are not getting the benefits of the detergent during the main wash portion of the cycle."
Rinse aid is a booster -- a stand-alone product used to boost detergent's efficacy -- formulated to improve the dishwasher's drying function. It leaves dishes dryer and helps prevent water spots. "Rinse aid is essential for effective dishwasher operation," Howard says. Essential!
While most dishwasher detergent pods have a small chamber filled with rinse aid, you should still be using liquid rinse aid, especially if you notice that items are coming out wet or with water spots. Dishwashers have a compartment for rinse aid; fill it regularly and monitor its levels and refill as needed (many dishwashers have an indicator that alerts you when it's time to refill).
Dishwashers rely on hot water and steam to do their work efficiently, so give things a head start by running the hot water before you start the machine. To avoid wasting water, load the dishwasher, then turn your attention to any lingering items -- think nonstick pans, knives or wood cutting boards -- that need to be washed by hand. By the time you're done with those, the water will be hot, and you can start the dishwasher cycle.
If you notice items aren't coming out of the dishwasher clean, Jacobia suggests switching to a different cycle. While settings vary from brand to brand, most dishwashers offer these cycles:
In addition to washing cycles, many dishwashers allow users to control the drying setting, and changing that can also help improve performance, Jacobia says. Most dishwashers have a heated dry setting that is recommended for large loads, or for loads containing plastic or glassware. Some models offer a crystal dry setting to prevent water spots on glassware. And some have an energy-saving option that uses less heat for drying. If your dishes are coming out wet, check that setting and turn it off.
It's easy to forget to clean the things we use to clean other things, but routine maintenance will greatly improve a dishwasher's performance. Start by cleaning the filter at least once a month (or more frequently if your machine is prone to clogging or has a foul odor), to improve the machine's efficiency, Howard says. The filter is typically in the bottom of the dishwasher, near the spray arm. Remove it and rinse it under running water.
In addition to keeping the filter clean and free of debris, experts recommend running a monthly cleaning cycle using citric acid, vinegar or a dishwasher cleaner to remove buildup in the detergent dispensers, dislodge clogs in the sprayer arms and eliminate odor-causing bacteria and debris. "This simple maintenance will prolong your dishwasher's lifespan," Howard says.
Jolie Kerr is a cleaning expert and the author of the best-selling book "My Boyfriend Barfed In My Handbag ... And Other Things You Can't Ask Martha."
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Ask Sahaj: I share a room with my mom. I want out.
A letter writer says she might have "mommy issues" because she has trouble with independent decision-making. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-05-22

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: How do I communicate with my mom? I need personal space, but she's in my face all the time.
I share a room with her even though I was supposed to have my own room and she was supposed to sleep in the living room. This is something we agreed on before we moved here. Now, she's annoyed and she feels like I'm being ungrateful for wanting to move out.
I think I might even have "mommy issues" because I feel like I can't decide anything for myself, and I always second-guess myself. I think if my mom let me be myself and make decisions from a young age I wouldn't be struggling right now. Help!
-- Suffocated Daughter
Suffocated Daughter: Wanting personal space isn't a betrayal. It's a basic emotional and psychological need. And it doesn't mean you don't love your mom or appreciate her. Wanting independence -- especially if you're an adult or becoming one -- is normal, and even healthy.
You mentioned you feel like you can't make decisions and always second-guess yourself. This could be related to the dynamic you had with your mom growing up. If your mom often made decisions for you, dismissed your preferences, or emotionally pressured you into doing things her way, then you may not have had the space to develop your own inner compass. This can lead to chronic self-doubt, anxiety around choices, or feeling like you have to get approval before doing anything. This isn't you having "issues." It's a reaction to a pattern that shaped how you learned to survive. And now you're trying to unlearn it.
It's really important for you to practice making decisions for yourself -- even small ones! This can be focusing on what you want to eat today or how you want to dress. Ask yourself often: What do I actually think, feel or want? You might not know the answers right away, but constantly asking this question helps you start building the internal habit of checking in with yourself, rather than defaulting to what your mom expects or suggests. You may even want to start a journal to reflect on why you make certain decisions and whether they are true to what you really want. And if you're able, I'd encourage you to lean into other sources of support like friends or a professional to help you explore your autonomy outside of your relationship with your mom.
There are some things you should consider before you talk to your mom to help clarify your intentions and what you want from her. What is actually realistic right now? Are you financially or sufficiently able to move out anytime soon? Why did you move into a one-bedroom with your mom initially and does that decision still make sense for you? If it's not realistic to move out, think about how you can change your situation. This might mean exploring compromises around quiet hours or you taking the living room and putting up a privacy screen. You may even consider talking to family or community members whom your mom respects and can be a part of a larger conversation.
When you're ready to talk to your mom, here's how I would approach that conversation. First make sure to use "I" language. Instead of saying, "You're always in my face," try, "I feel really overwhelmed when I don't have space to myself." Next, focus on facts and show curiosity to see where she's coming from. For example, "Before we moved, we agreed that I'd have my own room. It's been X weeks/months and that hasn't happened. Is there a reason things didn't go the way we planned?"
Consider how you can validate your mom's feelings while also asserting your own. Acknowledging your mom's feelings doesn't mean you agree with them, but it can help defuse any defensiveness and build a bridge between her feelings and yours. She may be projecting her own feelings onto you because she doesn't have the skills or awareness to separate what she feels from what you need. So instead of saying, "I'm sad you want to move out, but I get it," she feels rejected and comes at you with "You're ungrateful." When she does this, specify your intentions while reaffirming love and gratitude. For example, "I know it feels like I'm shutting you out, but I'm bringing this up because I want us to have a healthier relationship, not because I'm trying to push you away."
I hear how overwhelmed and frustrated you are, and I hope these tips can help you effectively -- and kindly -- communicate what you're feeling. No matter what happens, at the very least, you will get clarity on what really needs to happen next. And you can focus on what you can do in the short term for yourself while planning for the long term in a realistic way. Good luck!
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Carolyn Hax: Husband brushes off his side texts to a female co-worker
Discovered texting with a female co-worker, husband says he'd be fine with the letter writer doing the same with male friends.
By Carolyn Hax | 2025-05-22

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax is away. The following first appeared Feb. 4, 2011.
Dear Carolyn: I just found out my husband of 12 years has been texting a female co-worker in and out of work. I found out quite by accident. They were joking about the football pool. When I told him I don't think that's appropriate, he said I'm being ridiculous and he would have no problem with me texting other guys. I'm not a prude by any stretch, and I don't think I've ever been called ridiculous, so should I lighten up and get some texting buddies or what?
-- Burlington, Vt.
Burlington, Vt.: Absolutely, because tit-for-tat thinking is always so great for a marriage.
The problem with your problem is that the same facts can point in two completely different directions: the cheating direction, where joshing becomes flirting becomes more (a story as old as the office), and the clingy direction, where even the mildest interaction with the opposite sex brings on a wave of spousal overreaction.
In favor of your husband's take is the fact that they were joking about a football pool. Credible as strictly collegial banter.
In favor of your take is your husband's reaction. Even if he's right, calling you ridiculous -- i.e., shifting the blame to you -- was neither kind nor productive. Deflecting is too often the strategy of someone with something to hide.
But, then, calling you ridiculous could also be a cry of desperation by someone who's tired of defending himself against charges of "inappropriate" behavior when he's being completely true to you while swapping stinkin' jokes with a stinkin' colleague.
If I've argued in a sufficient number of circles, then we're ready for the advice:
Don't read his texts, read your own marriage.
If he's loving and present, then that's the whole point. Don't lose it amid texting forensics.
If he's not loving and present, then don't lose that point in the texting drama, either. Instead, figure out why you're not the person he's texting for grins.
Presumably, you used to be attentive to each other, playful, engaged in a way beyond diamonds. Where that has gone and what you can do to reengage him are the better questions to face.
Dear Carolyn: This is not an earth-shattering problem, but one I would like to address. My sister, almost 80 and with a history of being critical, very nicely (?) sends presents to my grown children and grandchildren. Their thank-yous are erratic, and she complains to me about not receiving responses.
I have told her my children are adults, and have been raised to write thank-you notes, but it is no longer my job to tell them what to do. I suggested she either not send presents or accept that she may not get thanked.
My daughter complains that every time she sees my sister, she is instantly met with accusations about not sending notes. What is my role in this, if any?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Nonexistent.
This is like handing out candy.
If you want to point out to your daughter, next time she complains, that writing thank-you notes is an easy way to get her aunt off her back, then go for it. (The gods of the obvious will send thank-yous.) Otherwise, feel free to respond to everyone's complaints with "Okay" and a hop to your subject of choice.
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Miss Manners: Co-worker asks us to chip in for dishes she brings to potluck
A colleague hosts potlucks at work and asks others to chip in financially for the dishes she brings.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-05-22
Dear Miss Manners: One co-worker likes to host office parties with food-themed potlucks. She will suggest a dish that she will cook and bring to share, such as trays of chicken wings or seafood pasta. Generally a lunch would have eight to 20 people.
As she likes to make these meat- or seafood-based dishes, she will then ask for financial contributions to pay for the ingredients and keep her own costs down. Everyone else is welcome to additionally make or bring something to share.
Co-workers aren't happy with her asking for money AND a food contribution to these lunches. They feel if they do either, that it fulfills their participation for the occasion, and that she should not be asking for money to make her dishes.
I don't have a problem with paying her money and contributing food of my own. I've often even added more to have a better party, because people do love a hearty plate.
But some co-workers have refused to participate in any way because they resent her asking to cover costs for her food; they feel that she's unjustly enriching herself on their financial contributions.
We're talking $5 to $12 per person for contributions to office parties in general; she's asked for $7 to $10 on a few occasions for her food. What's the proper thing that should be happening?
Why does Miss Manners feel a nagging curiosity about your place in all this -- as if you have a position of more authority in the group than you have mentioned?
She agrees with the co-workers who are refusing to participate -- but not for the reasons they give. Her belief is that if the boss wants to reward workers for a job well done, then they should either pay them more, send them home early (where they can socialize with their actual friends and family), or, if there must occasionally be an office party, pay for the refreshments out of office funds.
Not being a fan of forced socialization at work, she is even less a fan of making the workers pay for it. That one co-worker is now demanding that her co-workers increase their contributions is ... grotesque.
If you ask because you are the boss -- or HR -- and were looking to solve the problem, you are in luck: You can pay for the party out of office funds.
Dear Miss Manners: When sitting at a table that can accommodate one person on each side, what is the best way for two friends to sit? Is it different for a couple? Sitting across from each other makes conversation easier, but I have been told it is more "confrontational."
It seems many romantic couples prefer to sit to the side of each other. Or does any of this even matter?
Assuming both people stay more or less in their own seats, Miss Manners is indifferent to whether they wish to gaze fondly into their beloved's eyes or ear during the soup course.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: Husband objects to wife's work dinners with male colleagues
Husband claims he's not insecure or distrustful, he just doesn't think it's respectful for the letter writer to dine alone with male colleagues.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-05-22
Dear Eric: I am a female executive employed by a large global corporation. It is a common practice in my workplace, and an expectation of my job, that I meet with colleagues, customers and service providers, sometimes while traveling for work, often solo, often for business lunches and dinners at restaurants.
My husband is a business owner in a different industry, has never worked in a professional office setting and his work colleagues are all male.
My business lunches and dinners are a point of contention with my husband if they involve me dining alone with another male. He gets upset and angry.
I have talked with him about why he thinks this way. He says he has no insecurity or distrust, rather, it is just disrespectful of me to have work dinners alone with other men. I have tried to provide the context that this is commonplace in my profession and workplace.
I have asked what I can do to help him think differently about this, and what difference does it make if a work colleague is a man, a woman or nonbinary. He has supported my career in every other respect, and we maximize our time together even though we each work long hours. I try to avoid solo work dinners with men but sometimes it is necessary, in which case I give him as much advance notice and information as possible and brace myself for the argument.
-- Exec Who Means No Disrespect
Exec: Your husband says he doesn't have insecurity or distrust but absent those emotions, I struggle to see what his issue is. I read your letter, and I kept thinking, "Well, does he trust her, or not?" Because in a secure marriage, a dinner alone with anyone, even a male business colleague, is a rather innocuous thing.
Every marriage has its own internal rules and there may be some readers for whom solo dinners of this sort would be a mutually agreed upon no-go. That's perfectly fine. But in your case, it's not a mutually agreed upon aspect of your marriage. Moreover, this objection undermines the validity of your career. He's got to do better.
Bring this point of contention to couple's therapy. There are aspects of his response that read as controlling; that's something to talk about with a neutral third party. Similarly, you've had to negotiate the emotional impact of these arguments and any guilt that has come up. This is also something you can and should bring up in therapy.
Sometimes when everything else about a relationship is working, it's very productive to tackle one specific question in therapy. Sometimes the solution is easy; sometimes there is a lot more to uncover. Give yourselves the space to explore, so that you can continue to do your job without guilt, and he can learn to support you.
Dear Eric: I have a friend I have known since college. We are both 70. She asks personal questions that hurt me. There are two that really bother me, and I would like to know how to respond.
I have struggled with my weight for years. She constantly tells me to take Ozempic or have weight-loss surgery. It hurts my feelings a lot. I would never consider giving her any advice, especially this kind. She is thin. My cardiologist is against any weight-loss drugs.
The second inquiry is that she continues to ask me how much I inherited from my parents. I worked for 45 years. She worked for 20. She is married to a successful man. I have been married twice but am single now and have always supported myself. I own my own home. How do I address this?
-- Tired of Nosiness
Tired: Directness is your best friend here. You should probably address each issue separately, so that the conversation doesn't become derailed by your friend feeling like you're piling on complaints. Start with the weight-loss comments. Using "I" statements, let her know what you will and won't put up with. For instance, "I don't want to talk about my weight or any potential solutions for weight loss anymore. In the past you've made suggestions, and I know your heart is in the right place, but I feel hurt by them. Would you please stop?"
You don't have to debate this or give any other explanation. If she brings it up again, remind her, "I told you this makes me uncomfortable. I won't talk about it with you and if you can't respect that, we can't talk."
With the inheritance, try something in the moment. The next time she asks you, tell her "the answer isn't going to change no matter how many times you bring it up. I'm not discussing it, and I'd like you to drop it."
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Cooking chat: What's the one kitchen gadget to buy for a college kid?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-05-21

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Tom's take on a critic nearly booted from the French Laundry 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2025-05-21
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Pasta salad with salmon and dill is a fresh dish with retro vibes
Serve this salad over lettuce leaves for an extra dose of nostalgia.
By Ellie Krieger | 2025-05-21

Pasta Salad With Salmon and Dill. (Tom McCorkle; food styling by Gina Nistico/Both for The Washington Post) 


The expansive salad bar at the Log Jam Restaurant in Lake George, New York, which I visited recently, made me feel like a time traveler. It shuttled me back to the all-you-can-eat spreads that mesmerized me as a kid at the "fancy" restaurants my parents would occasionally take us to. I haven't seen one like it in decades.
Spanning the width of the main dining room is a salad bar you could easily make a meal out of, with soup; slice-your-own bread from a selection of warm loaves; a colorful variety of leafy greens and chopped, fresh vegetables; and olives, cheeses and every type of dressing you could imagine.
Get the recipe: Pasta Salad With Salmon and Dill
It's also stocked with several prepared salads that have delightful retro ladies' luncheon vibes: potato salad, pea and onion salad, chicken salad and a pasta salad with tuna.
It was heaven, and I can't wait to return.
Until I do, my version of their pasta salad will tide me over. It's made with the same shell-shaped pasta, which acts like little cups, catching the rest of the ingredients. I switched to canned salmon instead of tuna, stirring it with some of the dressing first to create a smooth-ish mixture, much like one you'd use on a sandwich. Like the restaurant's, the dressing is a rich, mayo-based one, but is spiked with Greek yogurt for lightness and tang, -- and is seasoned with mustard, lemon and a generous helping of fresh dill.
I tossed the salmon salad with cooked pasta shells, celery and onion, and the rest of the dressing, and served it on a bed of lettuce leaves for the full retro effect.
Once assembled, it makes for a nostalgic, filling meal -- much like the one at the salad bar that inspired it.
Get the recipe: Pasta Salad With Salmon and Dill
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The 49 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Memorial Day tributes, Black Pride celebrations and summer-themed parties are on the weekend's agenda.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano | 2025-05-22
This long weekend brings parades, concerts and solemn ceremonies honoring Memorial Day. It's also a time for celebrating Black Pride and a growing number of WorldPride-related events. There are also tropical cocktails, feasts, street festivals and dance parties marking the unofficial start of summer.
For even more Black Pride and WorldPride events, see our calendar.
Ninth annual Black Pride Unity Ball at the Capital Hilton
Don your finest lewk and join D.C.'s house and ballroom communities for an evening of unbridled joy and liberation. Duante' Brown-Balenciaga, the East Coast father of the House of Balenciaga, and East Coast mother Daijah West are among the special guests at a pre-Pride ball with prizes in categories like "Freedom Fighters," with outfits "inspired by modern-day activism," or streetwear styles in "They Not Like Us." 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free.
Spring Night Market at Union Market
Hi-Lawn's Spring Night Market takes over two floors at Union Market -- both the Dock 5 event space and the expansive rooftop bar -- and fills them with pop-up food stalls from restaurants like Chiko and Love, Makoto; sake bars; shops from local artists and makers; lion dancers; kung fu demonstrations; and DJs and dancing. Tickets are required, though admission is first-come, first-served, and a portion of proceeds benefits the D.C. Chinatown Revitalization Project. 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. $5; food and drink purchased a la carte.
Adams Morgan Movie Nights at Marie Reed Elementary
"Diverse Experiences in Art and Film" is the theme of this year's outdoor film festival on the Marie Reed Elementary soccer field, making it "#DEIAF." The four-week lineup is filled with musicals, including the opening night's "West Side Story." Get there early to stake out a spot on the tiered, bleacher-like seating, or bring a blanket for a picnic: Neighborhood restaurants, including Federalist Pig and Jack Rose Dining Saloon, are offering discounts to moviegoers. (Details are on the series website.) Note that pets are not allowed. Films begin between 8:30 and 9 p.m. Free.
Opera on Tap at Wonderland Ballroom
The monthly Opera on Tap, which brings classically trained vocalists singing arias, lieder and show tunes to the upstairs room of the divey Wonderland Ballroom, presents a program of songs by LGBTQ+ artists. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Human Robot beer night at the Roost
Philadelphia's Human Robot Brewery is beloved by craft beer nerds for its sensational German-style pilsners and authentic Czech-inspired lagers, which range from pale to roasty dark. We don't get too many of these wonderful brews in D.C., which makes a special event at the Roost extra special: Seven Human Robot offerings are available on tap and in cans, some of which, the Roost boasts, rarely leave the taproom. Trying them all is cheaper than an Amtrak to 30th Street Station. 4 p.m. Free.
D.C. Black Pride Opening Reception at the Capital Hilton
Opening night brings a mixer and show, with comedy by host Anthony Oakes, appearances by reality TV favorites Kerri Colby ("RuPaul's Drag Race") and TS Madison ("The TS Madison Experience"), live music, spoken word poetry, and plenty of socializing. 5 to 10 p.m. Free.
Sapphic Factory at 9:30 Club
The touring DJ party returns, spinning hits from Chappell Roan, Boygenius, Girl in Red and other artists full of longing. 8:30 p.m. $28.50.
Putt Across America at the Wharf
An America-themed mini-golf course arrives at the Wharf this weekend, just in time for the unofficial start of summer. While we haven't seen the whole 18 holes yet, teaser images on the course's Instagram include reproductions of Seattle's Fremont Troll and Boston Harbor's tea chests. The course is open through Labor Day. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. $25; $22.50 for ages 3 to 12; $20 each for groups of four to nine.
Bethesda Summer Concert Series at the Woodmont Triangle
The bubbling, propulsive Afropop grooves of Elikeh provide the perfect soundtrack for an evening dining alfresco in Bethesda. The veteran D.C. band, led by Togolese singer and guitarist Serge Massama Dogo, performs in the middle of Norfolk Avenue in the Woodmont Triangle as part of the Bethesda Summer Concert Series. Grab takeout from a nearby restaurant and arrive early to claim a table and chairs. 6 p.m. Free.
Queer Prom Under the Stars at As You Are
Prom, a rite of passage in the lives of young Americans, is all about pomp and pop -- two things the LGBTQ+ community does best. But many queer teens never got the prom night they wanted. An evening of gendered clothing and heteronormative expectations, one that highlighted the date they weren't able to bring or the identity they weren't able to outwardly embody, left them lacking. Sound like you? Look no further than As You Are's Queer Prom. Dress in formal attire to snag a boutonniere, pose in front of a classic prom backdrop, and watch as prom royalty is crowned at 1 a.m. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Divas to the Dance Floor at Wunder Garten
Kick off the weekend at an outdoor dance party featuring the music of Taylor Swift, Chappell Roan, Sabrina Carpenter, Doechii and other "divas," courtesy of DJ Fo4. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Rooftop Grill-Out Party at Hi-Lawn
"Memorial Day is the start of grilling season," reasons the team behind Hi-Lawn, which is why the spacious Union Market rooftop is holding a four-day party featuring grilled hot dogs and burgers, plus seasonal frozen cocktails, spiked coolers and spritzes. Bands play at 6 p.m. Friday and Sunday, while customers play cornhole or giant Jenga and spread picnic blankets on the artificial turf. Doors open at 1 p.m. on Memorial Day. Through Monday. Free; admission is first-come, first-served.
Memorial Day Observance at the World War II Memorial
The World War II Memorial gets an early start on the Memorial Day ceremonies on the National Mall this year. Its ceremony includes World War II veterans laying wreaths at the memorial's Freedom Wall. 10 a.m. Free; registration requested.
The Capital House Music Festival at Alethia Tanner Park
DJs from around the region join forces, superhero style, to honor Sam "The Man" Burns, one of D.C.'s favorite DJs, who died in 2020. During the outdoor festival, singers Julie McKnight and Dannis Winston join a team of DJs focusing on soulful house and world beats, including Ed Bailey, Pope, Housecat, Blake the Snake and Sedrick. Drag performers include Regina Jozet Adams and Natalie Cole. 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Free.
ViVa! Vienna!
ViVa! Vienna!, which closes multiple blocks of historic Vienna Old Town for the weekend, is the epitome of a town fair. There's a carnival with midway games and rides for thrill seekers, like a 100-foot drop tower and soaring, speedy swings, as well as the more leisurely Ferris wheel and giant slides. Bands cover '80s and '90s hits on the village green, a few hours after family-friendly Disney sing-alongs fill the air. The streets are lined with food and ice cream vendors and tents selling crafts and advertising local businesses. One end of the street boasts a BrewFest beer garden with local craft breweries and wineries. Because parking is restricted, shuttles operate from the Vienna Metro and satellite parking at James Madison High School. Proceeds from the festival support 70 local organizations. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Monday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free; tickets available for rides and beer garden.
'DC, I Love You: First Dates' in Mount Pleasant
In 2024, the Folger Shakespeare Library collected true stories about life in D.C. from residents during community workshops. Now, in the hands of Folger Artist-in-Residence Katherine Harroff, those vignettes have been turned into a series of site-specific dramatic scenes that take place in the streets of the Mount Pleasant neighborhood. During the immersive experience, the audience walks to a location -- say, Marx Cafe or the Raven -- and watches a scene about a first date before walking to the next. Saturdays and Sundays through June 1. Times vary. $30; $50 for two tickets.
Mary Bowman Poetry Slam at the Capital Hilton
Spoken-word artists from across the country engage in verbal battle during this annual poetry slam, a highlight of the official Black Pride schedule, with Kenneth Something as host. An open-mic segment allows amateurs to show their talent. 6 to 8 p.m. Open mic sign-up begins at 5:30. Free.
Exposed DC Photography Collection Launch Celebration at Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library
The Exposed DC photo contest launched in 2007 as an extension of local blog DCist, and it has become an annual celebration not just of talented photographers, but of the city they capture. These images eschew monumental D.C. for a side of the city more familiar to long-term residents: glowing neon at the pre-Wharf fish market, summer sunsets during Fort Reno concerts, watching fireworks from a friend's rooftop. This weekend, Exposed DC is donating more than 300 photos from its exhibitions to the D.C. Public Library's People's Archive, a repository that tells the story of Washington's history and culture. A day-long celebration includes displays of select photos; a video installation by artist Robin Bell that remixes winning images at 2, 6 and 7 p.m.; tours of the People's Archive and the library's Memory Lab; and a rooftop reception. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Free; reservation required for evening reception.
25 years of 'Oops!... I Did It Again' at Trade
Nope. There is no way that Britney Spears's sophomore album, "Oops!... I Did It Again," came out 25 years ago. That's impossible. Someone must have given Trade some incorrect information. Oh, well. But the DJs of CTRL are celebrating the rerelease of "Oops!," which it says was originally released in May 2000, with Britney-themed giveaways and performances of Britney hits by drag stars Citrine and Rigatoni. 10 p.m. Free.
Flirt on the Waterfront at Bammy's
The founder of early-to-mid-2000s hot spot Flirt -- you might remember those celebrity-studded events with open-bar happy hours at MCCXXIII -- is behind the newest weekend destination in Navy Yard. On Saturdays this summer, Flirt on the Waterfront promises early-2000s hip-hop and R&B and tropical drinks during an indoor-outdoor party. The Memorial Day weekend debut means an extra dose of fun on Sunday afternoon, too. 3 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free.
Hot Summer Night at DC9
Bust out your bell bottoms and practice your Soul Train line moves as DJ Phoenix's cleverly named Hot Summer Night returns to the dance floor at DC9. The late-night disco soundtrack is inspired by the music of the legendary Donna Summer, so have fun with the theme. 11 p.m. Free.
Maryland Plant Fest at Plants Alive
This three-day festival returns to Plants Alive's flagship location with options galore for plant lovers. Shop special varieties, including rare and tropical, from an assortment of vendors; browse art from local makers and small businesses; and grab eats from the Flavor Hive truck, Ben and Jerry's, and Jaliyaa Coffee. On Monday, Maryland plant stylist and author Hilton Carter hosts a meet-and-greet, where you can grab a signed copy of his latest book. Through Monday, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Lesbifriends Hike and Heal in Rock Creek Park
Billed as a "counterbalance" to the frenetic activity of Black Pride weekend, this casual nature walk through Rock Creek Park promises a 40-minute outdoor sound bath, stretching, a walk soaking in the views of water and trees, and a morning of recentering, designed for women of color. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. $30.
Blackout at Neptune Room
Happy -- or unhappy, we guess -- birthday to Blackout, the night of Goth, darkwave and post-punk at the Neptune Room. DJs Sara Vox and Vlad spin their favorite records with a focus on Siouxsie and the Banshees, because why not? 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
St. Owen's Feast at Owen's Tavern
The reopening of the patio at Owen's Tavern at Pike and Rose is an excuse for an Italian American-themed street party with sausage and peppers on brioche rolls; "Tuscan fries" with roasted garlic, parmesan and pesto aioli; and a drink menu with spritzes and frozen pistachio espresso martinis. Adults and kids can play mini-golf, cornhole and carnival games, and face painting and "eating contests" are also on the agenda. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Mount Rainier Day Festival at Mount Rainier Nature Center
The Prince George's County city is celebrating its 115th birthday. In honor of the big day, more than 50 vendors and artists offer handmade goods, live entertainment, arts and crafts booths, and activities for adults and kids. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
National Memorial Day Concert at the U.S. Capitol
The National Symphony Orchestra's annual Memorial Day Concert takes place on the Capitol's West Lawn, with guests including Yolanda Adams, Loren Allred and various military units. Gates open at 5 p.m., three hours before the concert begins. Arrive early to get through security and have a picnic. (Low chairs, blankets and coolers are allowed; glass bottles and pets are not.) A dress rehearsal Saturday afternoon is also open to the public. 8 p.m. Free.
Flowers of Remembrance Day at Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington National Cemetery is once again offering the public a chance to lay flowers at the Tomb of the Unknowns. The fourth Flowers of Remembrance Day allows visitors onto the plaza to place a flower at the memorial. (Flowers are given out at the cemetery, and visitors should not bring their own.) Other activities throughout the day, all held at the Memorial Amphitheater, include a question-and-answer session with the guards who keep watch over the tomb (9:30 a.m.), a talk on the history of Memorial Day (10 a.m.) and a guided tour covering the 250th birthday of the U.S. Army (10:30 a.m.). No reservations are required. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free.
'Blast Off' at Wolf Trap
Wolf Trap's summer concert season officially begins next weekend with two performances by the Avett Brothers, but the celebrations start a week early with a free Saturday evening performance by the "President's Own" Marine Band. Sing along with familiar hits from musicals and patriotic tunes, and stick around for a postconcert fireworks display. Registration is required to enter, but seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; fireworks are expected to begin around 9:45. 8 p.m. Free.
A Salute to Service: Honoring America's Heroes at MGM National Harbor
Award-winning musical theater vocalist Renee Elise Goldsberry, who originated the role of Angelica Schuyler in "Hamilton" on Broadway, joins the U.S. Air Force Band for a Memorial Day concert at MGM's Theater. Free tickets are required, and seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Free.
The Clubhouse's 50th Anniversary Party at Bravo Bravo
The Clubhouse was a D.C. nightlife institution: a legendary gathering place for the Black gay crowd that welcomed anyone, as long as you wanted to dance to house and disco into the wee hours. The Clubhouse closed in 1990, but the 50th anniversary of its opening is celebrated with an afternoon dance party and reunion. 3 to 9 p.m. $50.
Queer Black Broadway Walking Tour
A walking tour along U Street tells the story of the Black queer community that lived, worked and performed there during the Harlem Renaissance, the civil rights era and today. The tour begins at the Howard Theatre and ends at Thurst Lounge. 4 p.m. Tour repeats May 31 and June 7. $30.
Swap and Style: Clothing Swap and Upcycle Workshops at Anacostia Arts Center
Still looking for a place to drop off that growing donation pile from your spring cleaning? Try Anacostia Arts Center's "eco-chic" swap, where you can bring clean, gently used clothing, accessories and "design treasures" for others to browse while you pick out your favorites from their donations. Those looking for even more sustainable fashion entertainment can attend two workshops on upcycling clothing, hosted by local fashion artists. Noon to 4 p.m. $7 for swap only; $23 for workshops and swap.
Flashy Memorial Day at Flash
Monday's holiday means even more time for dancing this weekend. Flashy Sundays offers a special night with residents TWiN and Sean Morris spinning techno, house and tech house on the main floor, while DJ Ed Bailey of Town/Nation/Tracks fame takes over the rooftop. 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. $40-$50.
Caribbean Nights at Morris American Bar
A pair of veteran Caribbean American bartenders from top-shelf cocktail bars Allegory and Death & Co. are taking over Morris American Bar this long weekend. Princess Johnson and Josh White promise drinks with "a true taste of the Caribbean" while DJs spin reggae, soca and dancehall. 6 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Memorial Day Crawfish Boil at Republic Cantina
If you're looking for a traditional mudbug feast over the holiday weekend -- say, pounds of crawfish served up with potatoes, corn on the cob, andouille sausage and cornbread -- Tex-Mex outpost Republic Cantina has it covered. Tickets include two pounds of crawfish per person and all the sides, with drinks purchased a la carte. Tables are sold for groups of two or four only. 2 to 6 p.m. $50.
Memorial Day at Arlington National Cemetery
A wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknowns is the best-known event at Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day, but this year, the ceremony is limited to participants only. The main public ceremony is at 11 a.m. in the Memorial Amphitheater. The "President's Own" Marine Band and the U.S. Navy Band's Sea Chanters perform at 10:15 a.m., followed by a parade of colors and remarks from dignitaries. Grounds open at 8 a.m. Free.
Memorial Day on the Mall
The National Memorial Day Parade is held on Constitution Avenue between Seventh and 17th streets Monday and features Medal of Honor recipients, World War II veterans, marching bands, military units, and musical performances from Restless Road and Scotty Hasting. Celebrity participants include Gene Simmons of Kiss and Miss America Abbie Stockard. Music begins at 1 p.m., and the parade steps off at 2.
Former secretary of defense Chuck Hagel and retired Gen. Barry McCaffrey are among the speakers at the ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, which begins at 1 p.m., followed by a wreath laying. Registration is required through vvmf.org.
The U.S. Navy Band performs at a ceremony at the U.S. Navy Memorial at 1 p.m., followed by a reception inside the visitor center.
The Korean War Veterans Memorial holds a ceremony beginning at 4:15 p.m.
The National Museum of the American Indian is home to the National Native American Veterans Memorial, making Memorial Day especially poignant. The day includes hands-on activities, including making prayer ties to remember loved ones, discussions with Native veterans, experiences for families, and the exhibit "Why We Serve: Native Americans in the United States Armed Forces." A wreath is laid at the memorial at 4 p.m. Museum open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Taps will be played at 5 p.m. at 10 sites across D.C., including memorials on the Mall.
Memorial Day Tours of the Soldiers' Home National Cemetery
The cemetery at the Soldiers' Home is the resting place of John Logan, the Union general who helped establish Decoration Day -- now Memorial Day -- as a national day of remembrance. President Lincoln's Cottage, the museum on the grounds of the Soldiers' Home, offers Memorial Day tours of the cemetery, after laying a wreath at Logan's mausoleum. Wreath laying at 10 a.m.; tours at 10:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Free; tickets required.
Falls Church Memorial Day Festival and Parade
A 3K fun run kicks off Falls Church's celebrations, which close streets around city hall for a day-long festival. Kids can enjoy pony rides, carnival rides and playing on inflatables, while adults browse booths full of vendors, local civic groups and merchants, and restaurants hawking ice cream and treats. Cover band Road Street Avenue performs from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. A parade with floats, marching groups and decorated emergency vehicles starts at 2. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Rockville Memorial Day Ceremony and Parade
More than 50 units -- marching bands, dance troupes, and military and community groups -- are expected in Rockville's parade, a tradition since 1944. The day begins at 9 a.m. with musical performances and speeches before the parade starts. 10:30 a.m. Free.
Annapolis Memorial Day Parade
The U.S. Naval Academy Band leads Annapolis's annual Memorial Day Parade, which begins on West Street and marches around Church Circle on its way to the City Dock. 10 a.m. Free.
Pride in the Park at Fort Dupont
R&B singer Avery Wilson is featured at Pride in the Park, an outdoor Black Pride celebration with multiple DJs, free food and drinks, spades and Uno tournaments, vendors, and archery and other games. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Mezcal Con Amigos at Pascual
Capitol Hill's Pascual remains one of the buzziest destinations in town, and the Mexican restaurant's appeal is heightened even more by this one-night-only collaboration with Diego Livera, the lauded head bartender of New York City's the Cabinet Mezcal Bar, which boasts a list of 900 mezcals. Livera has selected three mezcals for this dinner, paired with dishes from Pascual's kitchen. Snacks and mezcals from the Cabinet are also available a la carte. Seatings begin at 5:30 p.m. $120.
'Team America: World Police' at Electric Cool-Aid
Given everything happening in the world today, what's more appropriate than a screening of the raunchy patriotic puppet comedy "Team America: World Police" on Memorial Day? The weekly movie night in Electric Cool-Aid's frozen cocktail garden promises to be red, white and epic. 6 p.m. Free.
WorldPride Film Festival at Alamo Drafthouse Cinema and Atlas Performing Arts Center
This three-day festival, held at three theaters, includes a mix of comedies, documentaries and dramas. One highlight: Thursday's "People of Metro D.C." shorts program, which includes footage of the 1978 Gay Pride Day in D.C. and a documentary about drag queen Pussy Noir's fellowship at the Kennedy Center. Through Thursday. Times and prices vary.
Black Queer Film Festival at Howard University
A three-day festival mixes documentaries and feature films at Howard University's Blackburn Center, with talk-back sessions with directors and actors after select screenings. Through Thursday, from 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
PinDyke at Lyman's Tavern
Learn to play pinball just in time for WorldPride at Lyman's Tavern. All levels are welcome at this monthly party, which features a free pinball tutorial before a casual tournament. Bring plenty of quarters. Tutorial from 7:30 to 8 p.m.; pinball from 8 to 10 p.m. Free; participants pay for their own games.
'A Peacock Among Pigeons' at Adas Israel Congregation
John Bucchino's choral piece "A Peacock Among Pigeons" was set to be the centerpiece of a WorldPride performance with the National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center, but Bucchino told The Post that the show was "postponed" indefinitely after President Donald Trump's takeover of the center. Instead, the Gay Men's Chorus of Washington will perform it during an appearance at Adas Israel in Cleveland Park, on a program featuring 17th Street Dance and the Georgetown Chorale. 7:30 p.m. Free; registration requested.
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'Jane Austen Wrecked My Life': Modern love with a Regency twist
Laura Piani's ode to a beloved author delivers on its promise of gentility, gracious settings and mostly frictionless romance. 
By Ann Hornaday | 2025-05-22

Camille Rutherford as Agathe in "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life." (Sony Pictures Classics)


Repressed passions, thwarted ambitions and Empire-waisted gowns aren't just Regency-era relics in "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life," a low-tonnage pleasure bomb aimed straight at anyone who finds themselves at sixes and sevens with the conclusion of "Miss Austen."
That recently aired "Masterpiece Theatre" series centered on Jane Austen's sister, Cassandra, who famously burned some of the famous author's letters, leading to centuries of mystery and conjecture. "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life," written and directed by Laura Piani, isn't nearly so fraught or historically freighted. Set in the present day, this genteel bonbon stars Camille Rutherford as Agathe, a would-be writer working as a clerk in Paris's storied Shakespeare and Co. bookstore; the film opens with Rutherford performing a sinuous dance through the shop, caressing books to the R&B ballad "Cry to Me."

Camille Rutherford in "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life." (Sony Pictures Classics/AP)


The sequence suggests a celebration of bibliophilia at its most erotically charged; if the ensuing movie turns out to be considerably tamer than advertised, it still checks myriad boxes with the flourish of a feather-tipped pen. Agathe has been working on a novel at the expense of her love life; when she winds up snuggling with her best friend and co-worker Felix (Pablo Pauly), most filmgoers will see the friends-into-lovers romance coming down the Champs-Elysees.
But things get complicated when Agathe earns two weeks at the Jane Austen Residency in England. It's there that she meets Oliver, the slightly grumpy son of the eccentric couple who run the peaceful country retreat. Played with a perpetually -- and seductively -- cocked eyebrow by Charlie Anson, Oliver meets all the criteria for the classic leading man in the Austen mode: saturnine, socially awkward and inexplicably, wildly attractive.

Camille Rutherford and Pablo Pauly in "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life." (Sony Pictures Classics)


Piani arranges her players against an appealing backdrop of flowers, fabrics, candles and pianos, from which strains of Schubert can be heard at every convenient opportunity. (Peter Von Poehl composed the lovely guitar-and-woodwind score that nicely complements the classical pieces that dominate the soundtrack.) In fact, just about everything is convenient in "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life," from a well-timed spot of car trouble and Agathe's discovery that her British hosts speak flawless French to the fact that the Austen Residency traditionally culminates in -- what else -- a ball. The story, held at well-mannered arm's length by Piani, never gets too messy; even Agathe's deepest psychological issues -- a phobia that makes travel difficult and, later, the explanation of its traumatic roots -- are handled with efficient, unfailingly discrete politesse.

Camille Rutherford and Charlie Anson in "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life." (Sony Pictures Classics)


Then again, as Agathe explains to one of her fellow authors (an unpleasant ideologue caricatured to tetchy extremes), realism isn't the reason she gravitates toward literature or music or any other art form. Instead, she says -- presumably speaking for the filmmaker herself -- she seeks out "the poetic spark that doesn't exist" in reality. If that means "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life" will hinge on miraculously resolved conflicts, easily overcome hesitations and preordained happy endings, they all deliver on the promise Piani makes early on: Any wreckage in the title will be tidily dispatched by story's conclusion. That ending is gratifying on more than one level: Film enthusiasts will be gratified by a climactic cameo, when a beloved filmmaking figure shows up to read a poem by Jack Hirschman. That beau geste alone makes "Jane Austen Wrecked My Life" a celebration of bibliophilia and cinephilia alike.
R. At area theaters. Contains profanity, some sexual content and brief nudity. In English and French with subtitles. 94 minutes.
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Scarlett Johansson's directorial debut leaves Cannes theater weeping
June Squibb leads "Eleanor the Great," only the second starring role for the 95-year-old actor in a performance that audibly moved the film festival crowd.
By Jada Yuan | 2025-05-22

Director Scarlett Johansson and star June Squibb attend the premiere of "Eleanor The Great" on Tuesday at the Cannes Film Festival. (Mohammed Badra/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


CANNES, France -- It's not easy for a Marvel star to avoid being the center of attention, but Scarlett Johansson seemed to be using every ounce of her being to step out of the spotlight -- even as an entire theater rose to applaud her entrance at the Cannes Film Festival Tuesday afternoon.
The actress was at the world premiere of her directorial debut, "Eleanor the Great," but seemed determined to make sure this day was entirely about her film's delightful 95-year-old star, June Squibb.
Even as they were filming, Johansson told the crowd, she'd had a vision of this very moment. "I said, 'If I do my job right, my dream is to see June on the Croisette in Cannes,' and here we are," she said. "So this really is a dream come true."
Squibb, who had arrived in a sparkly floral caftan holding Johansson's hand, couldn't stop beaming. She had last been to Cannes 12 years ago for Alexander Payne's "Nebraska," in a supporting role that earned her an Oscar nomination -- and there's already talk that this film, only the second lead role of her career after last year's action-comedy "Thelma," might have her competing with the likes of Jennifer Lawrence for best actress.
The film opens in the modest Florida retirement community where two Jewish best friends of 70 years, Squibb's Eleanor Morgenstern and Rita Zohar's Bessie Stern, share an apartment, sleeping side-by-side in twin beds. Eleanor is a very funny spitfire and compulsive liar, who sees nothing wrong with skillfully dressing down a teenage grocery-store clerk to get Bessie the kosher pickles she wants, or fibbing about Bessie's family donating a wing to the hospital to get her better care.
That lifelong friendship, which also includes sharing stories of the darkest times in their lives over sleepless nights in their kitchen, is the throughline of Johansson's movie, which is essentially about what happens when you lose the most important person in your life. When Eleanor loses Bessie and moves in with her adult daughter (Jessica Hecht) in New York, she finds herself starting over. In one fateful moment, having stumbled into a support group for Holocaust survivors, she tells one of Bessie's stories as her own as a way to remember her friend. But there are many sweet, and dark, twists in store. It's in that group that Eleanor strikes up a wonderful and unlikely friendship with a college journalism student (newcomer Erin Kellyman), who wants to write an article about her. Nina, who recently lost her mother, is the first person Eleanor's found who might help fill the void that Bessie left, and soon Eleanor is in so deep that she keeps compounding her lies.
More than a few times during the premiere, a woman next to me whispered, "Oh, Eleanor, no!" As the consequences of Eleanor's lies finally came to bear, the theater echoed with sobs and sniffles.

June Squibb, seen in "Eleanor the Great," features in only her second starring role. (Anne Joyce / Courtesy of Sony Pictures/Courtesy of Sony Pictures)


Johansson's film is at the festival as part of the prestigious Un Certain Regard competition for first- and second-time filmmakers, alongside debut films from fellow actors-turned-directors Kristen Stewart and Harris Dickinson. Judging from the abundant laughter and crying in the theater, there's a commercial audience for this movie. It just doesn't feel as though it belongs alongside the more daring, visually inventive fare that one associates with Cannes.
Indiewire's Kate Erbland found the film "funny" and "sweet" but with wild and "often baffling" tonal shifts, as it mixes the romps of Eleanor and Nina's budding friendship with Bessie's harrowing Holocaust stories. "It's a little predictable, a little bizarre, a little funny, and very sad, but it's also an ambitious swing at what movies can still be (and what sort of stars can populate them)," Erbland writes.
Variety's Owen Gleiberman called it "sentimental," "earnest" and an "awards-season wannabe," none of it in a good way. Lovia Gyarkye of the Hollywood Reporter was mixed, writing, "It's a bold premise that could have worked better." And Gregory Ellwood of the Playlist wrote that the script, from another first-timer, Tory Kamen, simply has too many plotlines. Visually, Ellwood wrote, he was also hoping for more. "Considering the lineage of filmmakers Johansson has worked with over her 25-year career, [is it wrong] we dared to expect something more?"

Johansson poses for photographers at the photo call for "Eleanor the Great" at Cannes. (Scott A Garfitt/Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)


The audience, though, sincerely loved it, and Squibb basked in a six-minute standing ovation, with roars of "brava!" rising from the orchestra seats to the balcony.
Squibb is in the middle of an amazing late-career renaissance. And, while "Eleanor the Great" is an independent movie of roughly the same scale as "Thelma," it's likely to attract the attention of Oscar voters curious to see Johansson's first film.
After giving Squibb and Kellyman huge, long hugs, Johansson took the microphone and told the crowd that she felt "naked" showing the movie, because it had been such an intimate shoot, but was so grateful to present it to the world. "It's about Jewish identity, it's about friendship, but most importantly it's about forgiveness, which is something we could use a lot more of these days."
Mostly, though, she just held Squibb's hand and smiled, hearing the crowd roar for her star. She had been the director, but it was Squibb's night.

Squibb's performance could attract the attention of Oscar voters. (Mohammed Badra/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-05-21

"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore" is on view at the Irene and Richard Frary Gallery through Sept. 6. (Poll Bravo for Johns Hopkins University)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through Jan. 4. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
"LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM
"Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate.
"Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through December. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"How to Be a Power Player: Tudor Edition," through July 31. More than 60 objects from the Folger collection exemplify social climbing in Tudor England. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Intrinsic Beauty: Celebrating the Art of Textiles," through June 14. The museum celebrates its 100-year anniversary with a showcase of its collection's masterworks. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN
"Setting Sail: The Story of Sea Cloud," through June 15. Photographs, models, paintings and more tell the story of the sailing yacht built by Marjorie Merriweather Post and husband E.F. Hutton in the early 20th century. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3, 2027. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Jan. 3, 2027. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
"Bond in Motion," through September. A celebration of the James Bond film franchise featuring props and scale models alongside cars, motorcycles and more 007 vehicles. 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW. spymuseum.org
*IRENE AND RICHARD FRARY GALLERY
"Strong, Bright, Useful & True: Recent Acquisitions and Contemporary Art From Baltimore," though Sept. 6. Johns Hopkins's D.C. campus displays the work of more than a dozen Baltimore artists. 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. washingtondc.jhu.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through March 21. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005.
"C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON
Four exhibitions are on view through Sunday: "Milan Warner: Where Growths Sleep But Cannot Dream," "Brandon Morse: Gradually, All at Once," "Joshua Challen Ice: Something to Do With My Hands" and "A Passage of Force Through Matter: Current Painting." 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org.
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 
"Road to Revolution," through Aug. 6. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through June 30. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through Oct. 5. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter 2026. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August 2026. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Elizabeth Catlett: A Black Revolutionary Artist," through July 6. More 150 works from the D.C.-born sculptor and graphic artist capture the injustices she witnessed living in the United States and Mexico.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 3. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art.
"Little Beasts: Art, Wonder and the Natural World," through Nov. 2. Dozens of paintings, prints and drawings from the 16th and 17th centuries capture insects and other small creatures. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"In Slavery's Wake," through June 8. This immersive exhibition uses hundreds of objects, images and multimedia elements to explore the impacts of colonialism and slavery, as well as the legacies of Black freedom makers.
"Reclaiming My Time," through January. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," through Aug. 24. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," through Dec. 31, 2026. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum.
"InSight: Photos and Stories from the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Body Transformed: Contemporary South Asian Photographs and Prints," through Aug. 17. A selection of works focused on the human form from the likes of Krishna Reddy, Chitra Ganesh and Jyoti Bhatt.
"Delighting Krishna: Paintings of the Child-God," through Aug. 24. For the first time since the 1970s, 14 pichwais -- paintings of Krishna on cotton cloth -- are on view.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26, 2026. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Uncanny," through Aug. 10. A variety of artworks connected by themes of surreal imaginings, unsafe spaces and the uncanny valley.
"A Radical Alteration: Women's Studio Workshop as a Sustainable Model for Art Making," through Sept. 28. More than 40 objects document the Women's Studio Workshop's history as a champion of book arts for marginalized communities.
"Guerrilla Girls: Making Trouble," through Sept. 28. The Guerrilla Girls artist collective marks its 40th anniversary with a visual timeline of its works, which explore politics, environmental issues, pop culture and gender disparity in the arts.
"Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Essex Hemphill: Take Care of Your Blessings," through Aug. 31. A presentation of works from artists who knew the 20th-century poet and activist, as well as those inspired by him decades later. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"We Gather at the Edge: Contemporary Quilts by Black Women Artists," through June 22. A collection of 35 quilts examines Black history and culture through textile traditions.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM
"American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Pictures of Belonging: Miki Hayakawa, Hisako Hibi and Mine Okubo," through Aug. 17. An examination of the art from three trailblazing American women of Japanese descent.
"The Shape of Power: Stories of Race and American Sculpture," through Sept. 14. A collection of 82 works created between 1792 and 2023 examines how sculpture and race in America have intersected.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2, 2026. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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How Spike Lee gave Denzel Washington an all-time night at Cannes 
The star made a quick trip to the festival for the premiere of the director's "Highest 2 Lowest." A surprise was waiting.
By Jada Yuan | 2025-05-22

Director Spike Lee presented Denzel Washington with the Honorary Palme d'Or before the screening of "Highest 2 Lowest" at the Cannes Film Festival on May 19.


CANNES, France -- Denzel Washington had no reason to suspect that Monday night's Cannes Film Festival premiere of Spike Lee's "Highest 2 Lowest" would turn into an all-time moment for him.
The actor barely had time to fly in on a private jet, do the red carpet and fly back. He's performing in "Othello" on Broadway eight times a week, and Monday is his only day off.
"We knew he was coming, but whether he was going to stay for the film or not, that was a thing that was up in the air," Lee said in a talk at the American Pavilion, a gathering space for networking and education. "It ain't no joke for him to get on a plane, fly here, come back and do 'Othello'!"
This was Washington's first time having a film be one of Cannes's official selections since Lee's "Malcolm X" in 1992, and his first time teaming up with Lee since "Inside Man" in 2006.
So the director and the festival were determined to make it a special night for Washington. And to make it a complete surprise.
As the actor sat there, smiling during the introduction to the screening, festival president Thierry Fremaux began talking about how "precious" it was to have Washington at Cannes. Then the lights in the theater went down and a five-minute reel of Washington's greatest film moments began to play. The crowd cheered at lines from "Training Day" and "Malcolm X" as clip after clip made the case for Washington as perhaps our greatest living actor.
Washington still seemed to have no idea what was going on (understandable!) even as Fremaux approached with a blue box containing what any Cannes regular would instantly recognize as an honorary Palme d'Or.

From left, Lee, actor Jeffrey Wright and Washington at the premiere. (Lewis Joly/Invision/AP)


"This is my brother right here. I love him. I love him," said Lee, who was dressed in an orange-and-blue-striped zoot suit with orange-and-blue glasses and an orange-and-blue hat, like the ultimate Knicks fan that he is.
The crowd, which by this time had caught on, jumped to its feet and roared.
Washington seemed to drag himself onstage, his lips pursed. And as he held his Palme, it was hard to tell whether he was grimacing or trying to mask another emotion -- until the camera projecting the ceremony to the theater zoomed in and it was clear his eyes were filled with tears. (Lee later told a news conference that Washington had loved the reel, which he spent delivering his old lines.)
"Sit down," Washington said, almost pleading. "Sit down."
Yeah, right. The applause went on and on. Standing ovations grow on trees at Cannes, but this one was as loud and heartfelt as they come.
"This is a total surprise for me, so I'm a little emotional," Washington said, his voice wavering for a second. He talked about his gratitude for having another chance to collaborate with "my brother from another mother, Spike," and to come to Cannes. "We're a very privileged group in this room, in that we get to make movies and wear tuxedos and nice clothes, and dress up and get paid for it, as well," he said.
"I'm blessed beyond measure, and from the bottom of my heart, I thank you all."

In "Highest 2 Lowest," Washington plays a wealthy music mogul whose son is kidnapped for ransom. ("Highest 2 Lowest")


The film is a reimagining of Akira Kurosawa's 1963 film "High and Low," and Washington was the one who brought Lee onto the project, which uses a script that has been floating around Hollywood for years. Washington plays the founder of a once-industry-leading record label who is trying to sell off the business when word comes in that his teenage son has been kidnapped. Immediately, he and his wife (Ilfenesh Hadera) spring to action, calling the police and pulling together a hefty ransom. But when it turns out that the kidnappers made a mistake and took the son of his chauffeur -- who is also a former felon and a lifelong friend from their old neighborhood in Harlem (Jeffrey Wright) -- the protagonist faces a moral dilemma. He would have paid anything to get his son back, but what will he sacrifice for a kid who isn't his?
The result was by far the most raucous, entertaining screening of the festival. The incredibly jazzed audience cheered with abandon. The movie features A$AP Rocky as hardened rapper Yung Felon, and the crowd was thrilled by a confrontation between his and Washington's characters that turns into a double-meaning rap battle.
And then there's the movie's centerpiece chase scene, clearly an homage to "The French Connection," infused with sweaty, chaotic "Do the Right Thing" energy. It takes place during one of the most nightmarish, distinctly New York logjams possible: on the Bronx-bound 4 train before a Yankees game that's happening at the same time as the Puerto Rican Day parade. The shot where a guy in a Yankees jersey shouts "Boston sucks!" directly into the camera might be the most Spike Lee moment of his entire career. (The characters also make fun of the Celtics every chance they get.)
David Ehrlich of Indiewire calls the film, which releases in theaters for two weeks in late August before going to Apple TV+, "deliriously entertaining -- if jarringly upbeat."
By the time the lights came up, Washington was already on a plane back to New York, but Lee was determined to have a great night for the both of them. "He told me to thank you for the love," he told the crowd, then closed out the standing ovation with "New York Knicks!" before heading to an after-party at a beach club to hang out with A$AP Rocky and Edward Norton, who was there to support his "25th Hour" director.
The next day, Lee was still on a victory lap. He showed up at the news conference for the movie in an orange-and-blue tracksuit, which he at one point dramatically unzipped to reveal a T-shirt that read "New York Knicks Basketball," as the moderator tried to keep the conversation on movies. (The Knicks were set to begin playing in the Eastern Conference finals against the Indianapolis Pacers on Wednesday night, aiming for their first championship since 1973.)

Lee attends a news conference for the film "Highest 2 Lowest" on Tuesday. (Benoit Tessier/Reuters)


Here's what else we learned: Lee discovered Kurosawa as a New York University film student. He and Washington worried about being rusty working together, "but it was like ['Inside Man'] was yesterday." The two are tight, but they don't hang out, except when Washington wants to see the L.A. Lakers playing in New York and Lee wants to see the Knicks play in L.A. (Both have season tickets to their respective teams.)
And? Wright knows Lee because he used to live in Fort Greene, the Brooklyn neighborhood where Lee grew up. Lee gave Wright's son, Elijah, his first acting role -- he plays Wright's character's kidnapped son in the movie -- and Wright didn't even know he was auditioning. Said Wright: "I get a call from Denzel, and Denzel says, 'Yeah, we tried. I don't think it's going to work out. He did his best, but, you know, maybe the next one.' And I said, 'You're calling from his phone!'"
Also, Hadera said that the back of Lee's director's chair reads: "Coach."
And then, once again, the moderator lost control, as Chaz Ebert of rogerebert.com got up and introduced herself as being from Chicago, home of the Bulls. "When was the last time Michael Jordan played?" Lee responded. Soon he was telling a bunch of confused international journalists that Jordan was from Fort Greene, as well as Mike Tyson and Knicks legend Bernard King. "So, thank you very much, People's Republic of Brooklyn, New York!"
"Basketball," Lee later explained, "for those of you who don't know."
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Washington Post hardcover bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.
By Becky Meloan | 2025-05-21
1 THE EMPEROR OF GLADNESS (Penguin Press, $30). By Ocean Vuong. A transformative friendship develops between an elderly widow and the young man who is her caretaker.
2 GREAT BIG BEAUTIFUL LIFE (Berkley, $29). By Emily Henry. Two writers vie for the chance to write the biography of a famously reclusive subject.
3 MY FRIENDS (Atria, $29.99). By Fredrik Backman. An aspiring artist learns the story behind the people depicted in a famous painting.
4 JAMES (Doubleday, $28). By Percival Everett. A Pulitzer Prize-winning reimagining of "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" told from the point of view of Jim as he flees from enslavement.
5 A CURSE CARVED IN BONE (Del Rey, $32). By Danielle L. Jensen. Book Two of the Saga of the Unfated finds Freya's loyalties divided as war approaches.
6 THE DEVILS (Tor, $29.99). By Joe Abercrombie. Brother Diaz and his flock of outlaws must join forces to overcome the dangers posed by monsters and men.
7 FEVER BEACH (Knopf, $30). By Carl Hiaasen. A rich environmentalist infiltrates a group of supposedly patriotic buffoons in a satire that pokes fun at power and corruption.
8 THE GOD OF THE WOODS (Riverhead, $30). By Liz Moore. Tragedy revisits the owners of a summer camp when their teenage daughter disappears, echoing a similar loss years before.
9 THE WEDDING PEOPLE (Henry Holt, $28.99) By Alison Espach. An accidental encounter with a bride and her wedding guests leads a woman to reevaluate her life.
10 MARBLE HALL MURDERS (Harper, $31). By Anthony Horowitz. The editor of a mystery novel suspects the author is hiding clues to a real-life murder in his manuscript.
1 THE LET THEM THEORY (Hay House, $29.99). By Mel Robbins. A guide to finding happiness by focusing on things that can be controlled.
2 WE CAN DO HARD THINGS (Dial, $34). By Glennon Doyle, Abby Wambach, Amanda Doyle. A guidebook for facing life's challenges.
3 MARK TWAIN (Penguin Press, $45). By Ron Chernow. The Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer chronicles the life and work of literary icon Samuel Clemens.
4 ABUNDANCE (Avid Reader, $30). By Ezra Klein, Derek Thompson. The authors discuss how government has failed those on both the left and the right and offer thoughts on how to build a political future for all.
5 EVERYTHING IS TUBERCULOSIS STANDARD EDITION (Crash Course, $28). By John Green. A study of the scientific history of tuberculosis and the fight against the deadly infection.
6 THE BOOK OF ALCHEMY (Random House, $30). By Suleika Jaouad. The artist and best-selling author offers guidance on using journaling to tap into creativity.
7 THE SERVICEBERRY (Scribner, $20). By Robin Wall Kimmerer, John Burgoyne (Illus.). The Indigenous scientist illustrates the value of reciprocity using the example of a tree whose bountiful berries nourish the world around it.
8 ONE DAY, EVERYONE WILL HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AGAINST THIS (Knopf, $28). By Omar El Akkad. The Egyptian-Canadian novelist reckons with the damage inflicted when those in power fail to see humanity in others.
9 THE FATE OF THE DAY (Crown, $42). By Rick Atkinson. A chronicle of the middle years of the American Revolution by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author.
10 BIG DUMB EYES (Grand Central, $30). By Nate Bargatze. The comedian shares stories from his past and opinions about modern life.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended May 18. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2025 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)
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In praise of George Wendt's Norm 
George Wendt, who played Norm on "Cheers," leaves behind a legacy as one of television's most lovable everymen.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-05-21

George Wendt as "Cheers's" affable everyman, Norm Peterson. (Herb Ball/NBCUniversal/Getty Images)


Sure, "Cheers" billed itself as a place where everybody knows your name. But there was really only one name everyone in that famous TV bar knew. It belonged, of course, to Norm (ne Hilary) Peterson, the amiable beer-swilling barfly played by George Wendt, and everyone roared it whenever he wandered in with a cheerful, "Afternoon, everybody." Wendt died Tuesday at 76, leaving behind his wife, Bernadette Birkett; three children; and a legacy as one of television's most lovable everymen.
Norm may have looked simple, but Wendt understood from the start that the character was a paradox. A misfit who'd finally found his place, Norm was wry but never mean, routinely delivering many of the show's best lines without seeming to quite understand how extremely funny he was. Norm's offhanded bon mots were the opposite of Frasier's labored witticisms, for instance (the stuffy psychiatrist played by Kelsey Grammer). They felt spontaneous, casual, effortless.

Some of the "Cheers" cast, with George Wendt as Norm Peterson in the front row at far left. (NBCUniversal/Getty Images)


Norm's brilliant one-liners also somehow weren't, in-universe, the reason for the character's popularity; it's not like the folks shouting "Norm!" immediately crowded around him to listen to his stories. Far from acting like the life of the party, or working the room to get laughs, Norm was constitutionally unassuming and beleaguered. Trapped in a rat race professionally, he characterized his marriage (to Vera, the wife audiences heard but never saw) as a living nightmare. Outside the microcosm of the bar, he seemed to see himself as mediocre and inadequate. And whenever his professional world intruded, he radiated anxiety and a fear of being found out.
But at Cheers, he seemed at ease. On every one of the legendary sitcom's 275 episodes, Wendt conveyed both how urgently Norm craved escape, oblivion and acceptance (or -- as he so succinctly put it -- "beer") and how Cheers helped him blossom into someone he couldn't be outside. You could practically see the stress melting off him as he settled onto that bar stool.
It was kind of lovely, though I don't think I appreciated it at the time, to watch a character that fragile and anxious walk into a bar and bask in the glow of acceptance, suddenly still and comfortable in his skin. Wendt performed that transformation in episode after episode, and that small but subtle victory did a lot for "Cheers," which wasn't a show about winners. The bar was a haven for people licking their wounds and trying on identities they'd flubbed in the real world. There was a lot of hapless striving.
In Wendt's capable hands, Norm seemed like the exception that proved the rule. He wasn't visibly working to impress anyone, like John Ratzenberger's Cliff. Or trying to be one of the guys, like Frasier. He wasn't clever and long-winded like Shelley Long's Diane, and he wasn't naive like Woody Harrelson's Woody.

It's "Cheers" lore that Wendt was the guy James Burrows and Glen and Les Charles had in mind for Norm when they left "Taxi" to write a sitcom set in a bar. (Paramount TV/Kobal/Shutterstock)



Wendt with Jason Alexander, right, in a cameo as himself on the Season 4 premiere of "Seinfeld" in 1992. (Paul Drinkwater/NBCUniversal/Getty Images)


But the key to Norm as a character was that he wasn't just being himself, either. Wendt, who got his start at Second City, where he worked with the likes of Danny Breen and Del Close (and befriended Brandon Tartikoff, who would become the head of NBC's entertainment division), figured out early on that, deep down, Norm was trying -- even at Cheers. He valued his status there greatly, and while he may not have rehearsed jokes, he did fudge the truth quite a bit over the course of the show to impress the gang. His complaints about his wife, Vera, for instance, turned out to be lies meant to help him fit in with the crew; he actually adored her. Seen one way, that twist proved that even Norm had a sly and scheming side. Seen another, it suggests that Norm, who was already quite a softy, was even sweeter than he seemed.
It's "Cheers" lore that Wendt was the guy James Burrows and Glen and Les Charles had in mind for Norm when they left "Taxi" to write a sitcom set in a bar. Like Wendt, Norm was a Chicago native. (The character's name was initially George.) But Wendt was on a CBS show called "Making the Grade," which, thankfully -- given how heavily "Cheers" influenced subsequent sitcoms -- got canceled after only six episodes.
Wendt had a long and successful career, including a stint in theater. I watched (and enjoyed) his turn as Yvan in "Art" when he was performing in the West End back in the late '90s almost as much as I enjoyed the silly little diary he wrote about the experience for the Independent, in which he said, "Norm was an amazing part to play, but Yvan in Art gets to talk a lot more. It's odd being the loquacious one for a change."

From left, Wendt, David Dukes and Stacy Keach perform in Yasmina Reza's "Art" in London in the late '90s. (Robbie Jack/Corbis/Getty Images)


But Norm Peterson was his biggest contribution, and he embraced that with humility and humor, even in his last year of life. In a recent reunion with Ted Danson and Harrelson on their podcast, "Where Everybody Knows Your Name," Wendt pointed out that his real-life wife, Bernadette, voiced Vera and played Cliff's love interest in the episode where he dresses up as Juan Ponce de Leon.
Wendt looks exhausted, but the detail with which he recalls this and other episodes throughout the interview is striking. (Many such reunions feature cast members who can barely recall entire storylines.) At one point, Danson started describing how Nicholas Colasanto (who played Coach) had started writing his lines down around the set to deal with cognitive decline, and how the cast broke down when they returned to set after his death and found one such line: "It's almost as if he's still here with us."
"The show was about, that he had just lost his friend, a lifelong friend his age," Danson says, trying to remember specifics about the episode.
"T-Bone Scappagioni," Wendt says, instantly -- not in a show-offy way. Just matter-of-factly, in that perfect Norm Peterson cadence.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2025/05/21/george-wendt-cheers-norm-tribute/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

      White House

      Latest news and coverage of the White House.


      
        Trump confronts South African president, pushing claims of genocide
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Matt Viser, Lesley Wroughton

        Trump amplified false claims and pressed South Africa's president to protect White farmers, in a meeting originally meant to focus on trade.

      

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Commanders
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump confronts South African president, pushing claims of genocide
Trump amplified false claims and pressed South Africa's president to protect White farmers, in a meeting originally meant to focus on trade.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Matt Viser, Lesley Wroughton | 2025-05-21

President Donald Trump's bilateral meeting with South African President Cyril Ramaphosa on May 21 turned tense after the subject turned to political killings.


President Donald Trump pressed South African President Cyril Ramaphosa to protect White Afrikaner farmers from violent attacks in an extraordinary Oval Office confrontation Wednesday in which it fell to others to remind Trump of the nation's long-standing epidemic of violence against both White and Black people.
Trump amplified false claims that White Afrikaners have been victims of a genocide, even showing video of crosses and earthen mounds that he said represented more than 1,000 grave sites of murdered farmers. The mounds were in fact part of a protest against the violence, not actual graves.
Trump also made no mention of South Africa's violent and discriminatory history of White rule before the end of apartheid.
Ramaphosa stared straight ahead during the exchange, occasionally moving in his seat and looking over at Trump, who wouldn't make eye contact as a clip played of crowds repeatedly shouting, "Kill the Boers," a reference to White farmers descended from colonists who built and led the nation's brutal apartheid regime.
While Ramaphosa and several of his deputies agreed with Trump that curbing violence should be a priority, they also noted that it is a problem across all of South Africa, not just in rural areas and certainly not just against White people. And they rejected Trump's claim that the government is responsible for the murder of White farmers, a group he has characterized as victims of violence and of discriminatory laws.
The remarkable exchange was broadcast live around the world and showcased Trump's selective, and racially polarizing, view of entrenched challenges in a country that endured nearly half a century of state-sanctioned segregation. The stance also reflected a theme of his second term: that efforts at equity have tilted the world against White people, denying them opportunities in favor of unfairly elevating minorities.
The Oval Office meeting had been billed as a chance to reset the trade relationship between the two countries after Trump's tariffs, and came as tensions escalated over the president's interest in Afrikaners. Trump in recent months expelled South Africa's ambassador to the United States and slashed aid to the country over the issue, which has long been a focus of Elon Musk, a South African-born senior adviser to Trump who was in the room Wednesday.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk listens during a meeting between South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and U.S. President Donald Trump in the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


After watching the video, South Africa's president asked: "Have they told you where that is? Mr. President? I'd like to know where that is. Because this I've never seen."
"It's in South Africa," Trump responded.
The video focuses on Julius Malema, leader of the Economic Freedom Fighters, a party that advocates giving White-owned land to Black people. That clip was seized on by Musk, who tweeted in 2023, "They are openly pushing for genocide of white people in South Africa." Ramaphosa's African National Congress party, a former liberation movement, distanced itself from the song featured in the clip in 2012 -- the same year it expelled Malema from the party.
The meeting began with a lighter mood, and Trump warmly greeted Ramaphosa outside the West Wing before they moved into the Oval Office. Still, Trump hinted at potential problems ahead: "He is a man who is certainly, in some circles, really respected. Other circles, a little bit less respected. Like all of us, in all fairness," he said, making clear that the meeting was coming at Ramaphosa's request.
Ramaphosa noted in his opening comments that Trump requested that he bring along some South African sporting legends, although Trump seemed disappointed that Ramaphosa didn't bring Gary Player, the retired South African golfer.
"I spoke to him," said Ramaphosa, who also gifted Trump a book on South African golf courses. "He said, 'Look, I'm getting on in my years.' But he wishes us luck in this discussion with you."
Trump soon turned toward more pointed criticism, and the scene turned into one matched only by the one months ago when Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky came to the White House and was criticized by Trump and Vice President JD Vance.
"We've had tremendous complaints about Africa, about other countries, too, from people," Trump said Wednesday, looking at Ramaphosa next to him. "They say there's a lot of bad things going on in Africa. And that's what we're going to be discussing today."

Demonstrators hold placards in support of Trump's stance against what he calls racist laws, land expropriation and farm attacks outside the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa, on Feb. 15. (Siphiwe Sibeko/Reuters)


The U.S. recently granted refugee status to White South Africans under a humanitarian designation meant for people fleeing war or persecution that the Trump administration has suspended for other groups worldwide, and welcomed roughly 50 Afrikaners to the country this month.
Trump held up news articles in the Oval Office that he suggested were validation of his claims of genocide, but he later said he hadn't decided whether what is occurring in South Africa should be declared as such.
"I haven't made up my mind. I hate to see it from the standpoint of South Africa," he said. "I'm trying to save lives, no matter where."
South Africa does not release crime statistics based on race, which makes it difficult to identify killings of White farmers. Official police data shows 12 people were killed on farms between October and December 2024 -- a period during which 6,953 people were murdered in the country. South Africa has one of the highest homicide rates in the world, the data shows, and has been plagued by violent crime for decades.
In the Oval Office, John Steenhuisen, the minister of agriculture in South Africa, who Ramaphosa pointed out is White, conceded that there are problems that South Africa needs to address when it comes to the safety of farmers.
"I would say we have a rural safety problem in South Africa," he said during the tense meeting in the Oval Office. "I don't think anyone wants to candy-coat that. And it requires a lot of effort to get on top of it."
He said more policing is required, as well as a different strategy to address the problems. "But certainly the majority of South Africans, commercial and smaller farmers really do want to stay in South Africa and make it work," he added.
Trump grew irritated during the meeting when a reporter asked about his willingness to accept a $400 million airplane from Qatar, which he wants to retrofit for use as a new Air Force One.
"I'm sorry, I don't have a plane to give you," Ramaphosa said, triggering some laughter and temporarily breaking the tension.
"I wish you did," Trump said. "I would take it."
His focus on White Afrikaners has intensified in recent months after the enactment of a law that allows the country's government, in rare cases, to expropriate land without compensation. The nation's leaders have described it as a tool to help unwind the legacy of apartheid, but Trump has said it discriminates against White farmers -- a contention the South African government has denied.
Ramaphosa has repeatedly challenged Trump's portrayal of the country's treatment of White people, which a 2017 audit found make up 7 percent of the population of South Africa but own three-quarters of the country's land in an enduring vestige of state-sanctioned segregation.
While Ramaphosa in public comments leading up to the meeting said he hoped to "consolidate good relations between our two countries," Trump's criticism complicates efforts to recalibrate the relationship.
South Africa faces economic hurdles connected to Trump's tariff policies. The U.S. is one of South Africa's leading trade partners -- behind only China. The U.S. imported $14.7 billion worth of goods from the country last year, up 4.9 percent from 2023, according to the U.S. trade representative.
As Africa's largest economy, South Africa has been roiled by global financial uncertainty caused by Trump's tariffs. Wednesday's meeting came at a time of low growth and high unemployment in South Africa, which is keen to attract U.S. investment and benefit from a trade pact under the U.S. African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), which expires in September and provides eligible sub-Saharan African countries with duty-free access to U.S. markets.
Barney Mthombothi, a columnist for the Sunday Times, former editor of the Financial Mail and the Sunday Tribune, and former head of the South African Broadcasting Corp., said before the meeting that many South Africans were wary of it.
"A lot of people think this is a trap, a setup," Mthombothi said. "If Trump was interested in [knowing] what was happening in this country, how can he take action and then listen afterward?"
Refugees seeking asylum in the U.S. without the benefit of a presidential push can languish for years, and some critics have questioned the administration's decision to welcome Afrikaners as refugees under a humanitarian designation meant to shield people fleeing persecution when it has denied this help to many non-White victims of violence.
"The whole idea that White South Africans are being oppressed is so scandalous, it's offensive to Black people who have been oppressed for centuries," Mthombothi said.
Just before 3 p.m. Wednesday, Ramaphosa left the White House through the same door he had entered three hours before.
He told reporters the meetings had gone "very well" and added that he thought Trump heard him. "Yes he did; it went very well," he said.
Among the last to leave with Ramaphosa were two golfers who had attracted Trump's attention, Ernie Els and Retief Goosen.
Wroughton reported from Cape Town, South Africa.
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Washington sports fan Walter Wiggins Jr., D.C.'s 'Pump It Up Man,' dies at 72
"Pump It Up Man," a fixture in the crowd at Washington Wizards and Commanders games, died this month.
By Scott Allen | 2025-05-21

Walter Wiggins was a regular at Fairmont Heights basketball games and other sporting events throughout the D.C. area. (Photo courtesy of Mario Williams) 


D.C. sports fans may not have known the name Walter Wiggins Jr., but chances are they knew who he was. Wiggins, a D.C. native who died at 72 on May 10, was a fixture in the crowd at Washington Wizards and Commanders games, among other local professional and high school sporting events, where he danced and pumped his arms in support of his teams. To many, he was known simply as the "Pump It Up Man."
"Walter was the life of the party," said Wiggins's wife, Rainnette. "He was always the first on the dance floor and the last to leave. It's kind of how he was with sports -- he'd show up early and hang around late."
Wiggins got his love of sports -- and his dance moves -- from his father, Walter Wiggins Sr., who took him to his first Redskins game when he was 5. Wiggins attended Fairmont Heights High, where he played baseball, basketball and football. He aspired to be a professional football player and graduated from Morgan State with a degree in physical education. He later worked as a mail room supervisor at the State Department and for the Small Business Administration, but his passion was spending time with his family and cheering on his local teams, first at Capital Centre and RFK Stadium, and later at Capital One Arena and Northwest Stadium.

Walter Wiggins's senior class photo in the Fairmont Heights High yearbook. 


Wiggins met his wife on the Metro in 1990. They married in 1992.
"The first Bullets game I attended with him, I was embarrassed because I didn't know that he would be up and screaming and shouting," Rainnette Wiggins said. "People around me were like, 'This is what he does.' He was just hollering for his team, and I couldn't believe it. They didn't have a shot at winning."
The fact that many of the teams he supported lost more often than they won never mattered to Wiggins, who also was a regular at Fairmont Heights football and basketball games.
"He would always pump it up, pump it up," said Wiggins's friend Mario Williams, a fellow Fairmont Heights graduate and a longtime teacher at the school. "It was just something he always did to get the crowd involved. I never really knew why he did it. Whether we were up 30 points or down 50, he never lost that energy."
Wiggins explained his raise-the-roof gesture in a story published by Washington City Paper in 2020.
"I've been doing that move since the 1970s," he said. "I've always been consistent. My father was a good dancer. That's how I learned all this hollering and whooping. I got it from my father. ... He'd just get up and dance."
Wiggins loved all sports, but he never missed a Commanders home game.

The D31 Gold tailgating crew, including Gavin Swazya, left, and Walter Wiggins, in the back. (Photo courtesy of Gavin Swazya) 


"I'll just remember the energy he brought," said Gavin Swazya, a member of Wiggins's regular tailgating crew at Northwest Stadium. "He was a happy guy, and he was a die-hard fan of all the D.C. sports. I'd see him before I knew him, like, 'Who is this guy on TV?' He was a gentle giant."
Swazya said his group of friends plans to do something to honor Wiggins at their first tailgate next season.
In a social media post acknowledging Wiggins's death, Monumental Sports & Entertainment CEO Ted Leonsis described him as the "ultimate DC sports fan."
"He loved the teams and the teams loved him right back," Leonsis wrote.
Wizards TV play-by-play man Chris Miller and radio voice Dave Johnson were among the media members who posted remembrances of Wiggins.
"Always had a kind word to say about the team regardless of the result and truly supported the teams with his unwavering loyalty and passion," Miller wrote. "Please join me in remembering Walter. A true Super Fan. May he Rest In Power."
Friends and fellow D.C. sports fans echoed similar thoughts.
"He was one of the nicest guys you'd ever want to meet," Williams said. "I would watch Wizards games, I would watch Redskins or Commanders games, and he would always be on the TV screen down front. He was more than just a fan; he was very much a movement. Everyone knew him. He brought joy to everyone."
Rainnette Wiggins, a Dallas Cowboys fan, said Walter teased her about the Commanders' success last season and was excited about the team's draft and free agent acquisitions. She laughed as she recalled a story about her husband attending an event with Bullets players Chris Webber and Juwan Howard at a D.C. club.
"I was like: 'Walter, what are you doing? Those guys are young enough to be your sons,'" she said. "And he'd say, 'That's okay; we partied together.'"
The couple, who would have celebrated their 33rd wedding anniversary Tuesday, didn't have any children. But Wiggins, who is survived by an older sister, Clarisa Butler, doted on his nieces and nephews by taking them to Kings Dominion and sporting events. Walter and Rainnette, who lived in Crofton, enjoyed traveling together and were planning a trip to Italy. A viewing and funeral will be held this month in Bowie.
"He was all about family," Rainnette said.

Walter Wiggins loved all sports but never missed a Commanders home game. (Photo courtesy of Rainnette Wiggins) 
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